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Dated January 10, 1942 

nrc •d 2:10 o . n ., 11th 

Secretary of Statr , 

aGhincton, 

7 , January 10 , 5 p . , 

liy G, January C, 1 · '·' • 

Ca:.>lt ;roo St . ?i 'l'" dc.trcl J cnuury 10 to 

Cuncdi n pres" ca:-·1rs cnot'ur intn•vl.nl \'lith 

Vie r : ~l!.rr l ::usclicr 1n rthich he is quotct: a:~ 

"T~•' lccc!~r of the occup;r.tnc force said he 

C:.ici nol bcll£vt o rcpor.; rrol)l /a<Jh1ar;ton which 

!l~icl thaL the Prrc F~cnch l'loul.cl wi thdrnw fron the 

1 :;l~"'ds . " 11 I do not btli V£" he said "but .n Cll3£ 

•• a· one s~i11 rrr:1nL"'s .n coubt os to n'J pos.tion 

• t1 :;1 ... ..: to r t;:>tc t Wllt' t I h~ vc said before •hrrc 

· . .; ere ond herr we shrll rennin• . '"" I om not look -

.tn::; fo•• c.ny oppot·t.unlty to wi thdrc.u from this 

po:~iUon undn• circur.strncea thc.t •.1111 oc.ve us 

f~o::t rnbarr~ssmtnt , II did not COD£ here fri-

V<.>10'.IS-. o~ ''- thont ~..u r l'£ ::;~ i'd for the serious-

neGG o .. the ntcp. 

" ' If , f or t:U stlcr of llllkin::; thr !'Oint c1ccr, 

11~ should nithdrc11 11110 ooulc.l rcl.lain the vote in 

r a vor 

... 



l:.:.vor or tt•c \'lc ~~· ,ol!c;; o.' coll nor:. tio•1 .11 t~l the 

/\::io ·.1 3 cx.cctl!' 1,! r,:.~oo 10 , t'1c-JOZ' eo~--a: \loPl d 

1"£ :!:.Ln t:tt ot'1: ... s coL~l~ ot cx;>tc.t to l.~.vc .n ;"t ... ct 

~n"' scour ... ty :.:.cr thE of.'cu3c .:~c; ... unt ViC·1Y 11:1ich 

t ,c.y l: \.: co.:t.J .. tt .. G ~o::' t~c_r o .:\ !"t't sc..-vr.t1 on t~:cy 

s' .ould ·c t o~·t too . 

" ' I<' ti1E i'ru French nn\•.1 ·o.•ccs ::hould be 

a1v!::-. o ... t t:~rn: :It;. ua. t -t t. r I ORUAriDI: br 

scr.t hc.-r to tri:c o:_ t. c clvil1.!1 rnti - Vlchyitcs , 

no s ... 1 ... 1 .. r v::a ... tl .. •. ul\.. be 3t:!":icirnt ... nc... I :-u 

11 , .. t J.ll>I: \,oult; 'bt very .tr ll r:erivtd 

in<!: eel . 

" ' ::::ut .;1;;: t:r.s'.J .......... _:; .... ,-,t .u·•. the t c "'st , I 

.roul.'- .rr: l .nc.. t:.t .,o ·1~. , ·oult:. not. ~r t~. t or thr 

'i"' ·~:d l'!"C:C f'rcr.ch .LO:.:·c 'J t uo~l .. bclou..; ;>:oo:>rl .. ly 

loo.Jt •: .. o 3 1 t ry 1l. .. :·,t ... n.:. ... or <=.c ocr-cy 

.,lc c:l t.h:.t:3t ] v:~ .n~tl-bly 

~"':Jt J.t • I a 

:orr _ 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

!I!AIL POUCH 
Vichy, January 12 , 194-2 

My deer Mr. President : 

Your personal letters of greetings to the 
Marshal and to the Oeneral arrived today by courier 
from Lisbon toge t her with oral instructions brought 
by Mr. Matthews from Washington in regard to certain 
conti ngencies . 

There is at the presen t mo~ent no indication 
thet any of the contingencies will arise in the im­
medi ate f uture , but they are a nossibility at any 
time and e detlnite nrobability at some time bef ore 
this changeable ~olitiosl status is stabi lized, 

It does not seem possible tor me personally to 
see your friend the Oeneral wi t hout attracting un­
f avorable attention to him as I am cons tantly under 
surveillenoo and everybody with whom I associate 18 
suspected of something. 

We will however arrange to del i ver your message 
end your greetings . 

I am sending this acknowledgment of receipt 
without waiting tor any opportunity to make delivery 
because the courier is l eaving at once on his return 
Journey to Lisbon. 

Yesterday at a very pleasant "tea" party with 
some of my Lat i n American colleagues I received the 
following information, which may or may not have any 
substantial basis of truth. 

(l ) The Brazilian Embassy here bas information 
(nrobably f rom the Spanish Ambassador with whom they 
are on terms of intimate friends hip) t hat Oaneral 
Franco has asked vermony tv ~ake no act i on whatever 
toward a movement through Spain unti l after the ad­
journmen t or the pending Conference in Rio de Janeiro. 

The President 
The White House 

V'ashington, D. C. 

/.t L.t.t. 
1- 1\1. 
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(2) The Mexican Minister bar e , General Aguilar, who was once one of Villa's gun men, and who has to­gether with some faults the virtues of energy and determination, told me that he is not informed as to whether or not it would at the pres ent time be ad­vantageous to the common cause tor Mexico to Join us in formally declaring war on the Axis, but that if I can unofficially tell him it would be advantageous to tbe United St ates be will be happy to use his •con­siderable influence i n Mexico" to induce his count ry to declare war. I do not Know whether or not he hes "cons ider able influence", but I do know that he has courage or his convictions end more than considerable initiative . 

He was one time Minister to "apan and he said that declaring Manila on "open city" was an error because, f i rst i t woul d have no deterrent effect on Japanese barbarity and , s econd "apan will use it to prevent the bombardment or "apenese cities . 
Be says that the manufacture of war material in Japan is largely accomplished at night in the residences of the workmen and that the destruction of almost any civilian r esidence in J apan will direotly aff ect the actual production of war material . He said: "In fighting with "apenese savages all previously accepted rules or warfare must be abandoned . " 

V'e have distributed an accurate French translation of your message t o the Congress to appropriat e officials and to Frenchmen who mi ght profit therefrom. The Marshal told me that he r ead it wi th much interest . 
French papers have publ ished only extracts that e re skillfully designed to conceal the certainty of victory that f ill s the original text. It is hoped however that the news will get around to a lot of people including the Fuhrer. 

I hope to arrange to see the Marshal in the next day or two with t he purpose of delivering your note addressed to him. 



Dll'.umwtT Of STAn 

THE SECRETARY 

January 13, 1942 

IIEIIORANDUII FOR THE PRES IDE NT 

I onolose as of interest 

copies of s memorandum and 

despa t ch regarding certain 

views ex pressed by General 

Weygand. 



Department or State 

DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 

December 17, 1941. 
A-A 
Mr. Acheaona 

A- B 
Mr. Berle• 

u 
Mr. lfellea• 

Under cover or a despatch dated November 18, 1941, Mr. Murphy has forwarded a copy or a memorandum en Trench pol­icy which General lfeygand intended t o preaent to the Council or Ministers on the occasion or hie rinal visit to Vichy. This memorandum, which reveale lfeygnad 1 e own viewa , makes the following point s, in summary• 

1) Arter the conclusion or the Franco-German armistice in June 1940, the French Empire vas the sole •tru•p card1 re­maining to Trance aa a protection against 1 the abuaes which the Reich imposes upon all European peoples•. 

2) To retain thie protection, it waa essential to main­tain t he Empire intact and loyal to the French Government, to guard it against diaaident eleaente, agalnat roreign attack and agal nat German inrlltration. Otherwlae , France would be aa much at the mercy or the conqueror ae Poland and Greece. It was with thi s idea in mind that General Weygand went to Africa, and he asserts that he was successful i n maintaining the loyalty or the African Empire. 

3) In addition to protecting the Empire, the General also took advantage or an opportunity to conclude an economi c 
accord • th the United Statea. Although German and British opposit i on prevented this acoord rrom having a l l the economic reeulte which could have been hoped ror, it served an important political purpose ln enabling France to retain contact wi th the United States, •a power which, in any event, will be one or the arbiters or the s i tuation at the end or the war• . 

4) At 
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4 ) At the preeent time the Germane are not having much 
eucceae either in the Battle or the Atlantic or in Ruaaia. 
American 1nterTention becomea more pronounced. The war ia 
l ikely to be long. Germany thia winter will probably be 
driven to eeek control or the Mediter ranean in or der to or­ganize Europe tor conflict ot indefinite length. France muet continue to preserve her African EMPire !rom German control, 
aince • . • 1 By reehting Gersany we might aggravate the oond1t1ona ot a aevere Armis t ice, but we would leave ouraelvea the pos­
sibility ot action which can only improve with time. Opening Atrioa t o Germany means in the laet analyeia giving to Ger•any a unique opportunity to be able to continue the war during 
ten years and to impoae without the poaeibility ot any re-
action ite will upon rranoe.• 

Wallace Murray 



(COPY:LI8 :Eu) 
(COMPARED v'lk) 

No. 1000. new··- un•n•llli*t. 
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 

Algiera, Algeria, No•eaoer 18, 1941 . 
AIRMAIL 

Subject: Viait or General Ve7gand to VicQJ. 

!.i:!E HONORABLE 

SIR: 

!liE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
VA8RIIIGTON. 

I ha•e the honor to enoloae, in original and trans­lation, a cop7 or a aeaorandua on the aubject or French polic7 taken b7 General Ve7gand to Vichf . He planned to read t hia etateaent or his conception or what French general polic7 enould be, with particular regard to French Africa, to tne Council or Minietera at Vioh7 during the couree or hle preeent • ieit. 

!be Departaent ~ill rind tne enoloeure , I aa eure, an intereatlng reeuae or tne current • iewe or General We7gand which are enared b7 eoae or hie aeeociatee. 

Encloeure: 
Mesaorandua 
Tranelation or eaae 

Reepeotrull7 7oure, 
ROBERT D. MURPIIY 

Robert D. Murph7 
Couneelor or Eabaea7 

In elngle cop7 to the Departaent Cop7 to Eaba117 at V1Ch7 

800 
RON. edb 
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. (COPY: LIS:tu) 
(COMPAREDv~) 

.. ' , , , A l 1 epoque ou J'ai prie lee tonotion• de Delegue General du OouYernement en Afrique Fran9ai1e, la 1ituation internationale 1e trouYait dominee par un fait dont l' im­portanoe deYait e 1 aYerer oapitale pour la oonduite de la politi9ue !ranpaiee. Je Yeux parler de l'echeo de l'o!ten­eiYe aeri enne alleaande oontre lee Ilee Britanniquee qui preeageait la erolongation du oonflit et, eane doute, 1 1iapoeeibilite pour le Reich de aettre Jaaaie a genoux lee pu1eeanoee anglo-•axonnee. 

Dane cee conditione, la poe1t1on de la France Yatcue ee Yalorieait eouda1neaent par le ta1t,que l'Armiatice conolue eur aa deaande lui aYait laieee la garde de ecn Eapire. La France redeYena1t du coup aaitreeee d ' un tac­teur iaportant pour l 1 ie1ue du oonrlit et lei poeit1one etrategiquee 1oue eon oontrole oonatituaieqt,un atout eeeentiel dane la eituation diploaati9ue generale. L'i.­portanoe en etait eouligqee par 1 1 inter8t que lui portaient 10udain lee propaganda• etrangeree. 
Cee propagandee, Je lee ai ooabat tuee de t out aon pOUYOir. 

, Le r6~e de l 'Empire, eelon,aoi, deYait itre de pro­~eger la Metropole centre lee eeYicee que l e Reich iapoae a toue l ee peuplee de l' Europe . ·cette protection ne pouYa1t e 1exeroer que e1 l a France gardait intangiblee ee• terri­toiree. Il !allait que la France lee gardlt ~entre la dieeidenoe ou lee attaquee de l'etranger. C'eta1t aon role et Je ne oraine pae de dire que le loJalieae de l'Atrique Fran9aiee eet auJourd 1hu1 plue tort que Jaaaie. 
11 !alla1t ega l .. ent que la France gardit 111 terri­toiree oontre lee infiltration• a llemand•• · C'etait l a tiohe du ~u•erneaent. Tout oontrOle du Reich eur notre Eapire enleYe a la France l 1atout que l'Araietioe lui a laieee. Il la aet & la, aeroi du Yainqueur au alae titre que l a Pologne ou la Grece. 

Au debut de 1 1annee en coure, lee Etate-Unie noue o!!ralent ~ aoco~ de raY1tailleaent qui n'a pal donne toue lee reeul tat eoonoa1quel que noue pouYione en at­tendre en raleon de 1 1 oppoe1tion de l a Grande-Bretagne 

(eaille 



(ea1e1e du SMEHERlZADE, r~uct1on de noe deaandea de pro­duite petro11ere) at de 1'Alleaagna (oppoa1tion au depart de noe naYirea , refua d'acoepter lea propoe1t1ona peraet-tant d'augaenter le noabre ~e nos cargos, oppoe1tion au contr6le par lea coneule aaerioaine de 1& non-rlexportation dee produite pitrol1ere, etc •... ) 

Kale au po1nt,de YUe pol1t1que, cet accord preeenta1t un aYantage cone1derable. La rrance, grAce a !OR Eap1re, reata1~ la eeule pu1eaanoe d 11urope &Jant garde dee rap­porte eoonoaiquee &Yeo l ee Etate-Un1e. faqt que le oon- , tral e de l a Yranoe eur 111 terr1to1ree n' eta1t pae aenace, lee anglo-eaxone lee reepecta1ent. . . 
A1ne1, a la tAche de protection oontre 1e Yainqueur que j 1 &T&1e compr1ee pour l'Eap1re, e 1ajouta1t une autre poee1b111te: oelle de aa1oten1r dea oontacte econoa1qu~e et politiquee oordiaux &Yeo une puiaaaooe qui, en, tout etat de cause, eera l'un dee aro1trea de la e1tuat1on a la fin du conflit. 

L'tYolution de la situation en 1941 n'a ra1t que con­firaer l 11aportanoe grandieaante de ~ 'Afrique f ranpaiae . La batailla de 1 1Atlanti que ne a'AcneYe pae par un sugoee def1n1t1r ,de l 'Allaaagna. L'interYention Aaericaine ee preo1ee de p1ua en plue et aujourd'hui, 1 1 aaendeaent de la loi de neutralite eat ohoee faite. L'All eaagne, par oontre, aarque dee pointe en Ruaeie . Tout ,annonoe ~ue 1& bataille de cet h1Yer eera oelle de !• Medlter ranee , la ~oeseee1on de oette Tole aarltiae etan~ lndiapen,aol e a l 1 Alleaagne vour transporter lee aatierea prea1erea de l'Eat Tera 1 Oueet. L'organ1aat1on de l 'Europe alleaande ne peut ee fal re aan~ la aa1t~1ae d'une Tole de oommun1oat1on aar1t111e, la Mediterranee. 
0uYr1r l 1Afr1que franpaiee a 1 1Alleaagne o'eet aeaurer a oelle-oi la poae1b111te d'organ1eer le oo~t1nent. C'eat auee1 vr1Ter 1& Yranoe de l a poe1t1on atr&tag~que Clef pour 1 1eeue du oonfl1t . C'eet fa1re oour1r a oet Eap1re le r1eque de deTenir le ohaap de bata111e entre l ee deux antagon1atee. C'eet aggraT1r,par notre renonoe11ent, lee conditione d'un ara1at1ce eeYere, aa1a qu1 noue l~eea1t dee poae1D111tea d'aot1on qui n'ont,fa1t que e'aael1orer &Teo 1e teape. C' eat enfin donner a l 1Alle11agne une ohanoe unique de pouTo1r oont1nu~r l a guerre pendant d1~ ~ et d'1apoaer eane poee1b111te de reaction ea Tolonte a la France. 



TRANSWIOH 

MEMOR.\NDOM 

When I undertook the tunct1one or Delegate General 
ot the Go•ernaent in rrench Atr1ca, the international eitua­
tion wae dominated by a ract, the importance ot which would 
or neoeeeity be capital in the conduct ot french policy. 
I epeak ot the failure ot the Geraan air otreneiYe against 
the Britieh Ielee which presaged a prolongation ot the war 
and, without doubt, the incapaoitJ ot the Geraan Reich to 
bring the Anglo-Saxon powers to their kneee. 

Onder thoee o1rcuaetances, the position ot Yanquiehed 
rrance euddenlJ took on a new Yalue by reaeon ot the tact 
that the Arais tice concluded on a, request peraitted to 
France the control or ite Empire. With one etroke France 
again becaae aaeter ot an iaportant factor in the outcoae 
ot the war, and the atrategic poeitione in ite control beoaae 
a truap eeeential in the general diploaatic eituation . The 
iaportanoe thereof wae eaphaei&ed bJ the general interest 
which wae snown therein bJ foreign propa.ganda. 

I fought thie propaganda to the beet ot -r ability. 

In ay opinion, the role or the Empire enould be tne 
protection or aetropolitan rrance against abuaee wnich the 
Reich iapoeee upon all European peoplee. Thie protection 
cannot be exercieed it France does not retain ita terri­
tories intact. France aust guard ita territories against 
dieaident ao•eaente or foreign attack. !nat vae '1 role 
an.d I do not rear to eaJ tnat the lo)'alty ot Freocn Africa 
tod&7 ia stronger tnan eYer. 

It wae neceeear)' aleo tnat France guard ite territoriea 
againet Geraan inriltration. Tnat waa t ne dutJ ot the GoY­
ernment. Control b7 the Reich or arraire in our Empire 
depriYee France ot the truap which the Araiatice l ett it. 
Such control placee rrance at the aero)' or the conqueror 
Juat ae in the caee ot Poland and Greece. 

At the beginning or the present )'ear, the United 
Statee offered ua an economic accord wnich hae not giYen 
all the eoonoa1o reeulte !or whico we could haYe hoped because 
or Britieh opposition {sel&ure or t ne SHE~KAZADE, reduction 
ot our requeate tor petroleua pronucte}, and that or German)' 
{oppoeition to tne departure or our enipe, re!ueal to accept 
propoeitione peral t tlng an 1ncreaee 1n toe numoer or aerooant 

eklpe 
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ships engaged in this traffic, opposition to the control b7 Aaerican consular officers of the exportation of petroleua producte, etc.). 

But, trom the politi cal point of view, this accord offered an i•portant advantage . France, thanks t o it a Ea­pire, reaained the onl7 European power retaining its economic relatione with the Uni ted States. As long aa French control of ita territories was not threatened, the Anglo-Saxone respected it. 

Thus, in addition to the dutr, ae I understood it, of protecting the E•pire against the conqueror, t here wae added a further poseibilitr, that of maintaining cordial economic and political contact with a power which, 1n anr event, will be one ot the arbiters of the 1ituation at the end of the war. 
The evolution or the situation in l9fl onl7 contir•a the growing importance ot French Africa. The battle of the Atlantic doee not develop into a German sucoeee. Aaer1can intervention le growing more defined, and toda7 the amend­ment ot the Neutrality Act 1e an accomplished tact. Germanr, on the other hand, marke time 1n Rue11a. Everrthi ng indi­cates that the battle thil winter wlll be that ot the Mediterranean, aa the possession of that waterwar will be indispensable to Germanr tor the transport of raw products tro• Ea1t to Weet . fbe organization of Ger•ani&ed Europe i1 iapoe1ible without control or thil important aar1t1se highwar, the Mediterranean. 

To open French Africa to Geraanr is to as1ure to the latter the poslibility of organizing the continent ot Europe. It would aleo sean that France would be deprived ot a etratsg1c position - the ker tor the final 11eue ~ the war. It would oauee the E•p1re to run the r 11k ot becomi ng a battlefield between the two opponente. By ree1sting Gerunr we aight aggravate the conditions ot a eevere Armistice, but we would leave ourselves the poe•1-b1lities or action which can onl7 improve with time. Opening Atrlca to Germany means in the last analysis g1v1ng to Geraanr a unique opportun1tr to be able to continue the war during ten reare and to 1apoae without the poea1b111ty of any react i on 1te will upon France. 
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IIIIIOilAIDUI FOR ! H! PRESillCII! : 

l tblM U woal4 be u esoell .. , llea to eelt4 Wa 
....... ,.., •• lt h . 

l bt.ft ba4 tile •••-«• tn>e4 ., ••• ,.le .... Jla•' 
•• JO'Il 4Nn.4 U u4 lt 7011 appron, l abt.ll ban U 

•••' ott hrtbwl u.. 

0. R. 



- - -P11'1>llahed in 

ror~1cn R~1at1ona of the United St~tea 

19~ Vol ll (Fr,ncel Europe 

P•cea 123 - 124 
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.t.IIU\ lOU &IQIAS St , 

~ IO&r, (FR.t.IO&), 

!2!!, TIIS Allllole§APOR 

n.. r ... al4•t bu allll..S ,.. to ·- 70u the rollo• i.Qg 

~UOT& De&r 81111 

Bare .,.. •- tho"ibh •bloh 7.,.. oo»l c! »• • it tha oo• 
oaa1oD orr-- elU.r w1 t.h .....-! Pot&ln or O..Nl. 
• .,.pDOS. 

( 1 ) . n 1a ••t ~l'tallt t or t.ha 1'.--h oowa-t 
Ul4 t.ha rr-ab -p1• t o .... uao \bat tbo Pr .. l4•t ot 
U.. UaltM Statea l a abo11t tba -t rrl- tbo7 bllnJ tbllt 

oae or ble £.-.ate at wt lbea l a to ••• PN.Aoe reoonet.l t ut.ed 
1A U.. poet--war por1oc1 11\ •~"erc!aaoa wltb lte ap1~ 
poa1t1oa 1D b1otorr. 

(a) . the ..,I'll , ,....,..., 1D \ba a1oc1 or the r ... al4•t 
1no1..Ua tba PJ'eoeb Co1oD1a1 lillp1ra . 

(s). ! ba au•• ce u. Valt..s Stat .. Ul4 u. 4Mlaft· 
t1an or war -t -· u. ~ oo .. -t AD4 -pla 
Na11ae tbllt AA7 a ot on tba1r port altbar a t bo• er 1A 
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the Colollha .b.J.ob wou.l4 at.• a14 aD4 ••rort to tho 
Oor..AAa or ItaUau .ut, ot noooadtr, belp the 0~ 
aJid hurt tho Un1ta4 Statu. 1'U United. s tatoo oou.ld not , 
ot courao, taka woh a hoetllo a ot 171ns doc. !bat 1a 
Jut o- oouo .b.J.cb the Pronob ahou.ld rea11ao, 

<•l· •- tbet the Un1to4 Statu 1a 1n tho war, 1t ahould 
bo porrootlJ oloar to the P~Wloll Oo•v-t aD4 tha Prcah 
pooplo tbet. 11' Oo~ or ItalJ attaoko4 \IDOcoup1o4 Pranoo 
or uq ot the J'l'-a ColGDUa, 1n uq •1• tbe Proa1cs-t 
oou.l4 not r opH a~u.loao-• to a110h &D attaak •• &nJ-
thllle ol..o thaA plaJ.lna tho Oor.aza a••· 

(8), On the other ban4, ru1otanco b7 tbe PIWloh 
aptnat ~ or Ital.Jaa attaak o1thv 1n Pr&Deo 1taol.1' 
or 1n uv part ot the Colollial. ~11'0 -uld bo rogar4od 'bJ 
the ProaU.Ot ao a no~l aD4 aatUI'&l roaot1GD. Such ra­
a1otanco woul4 Mft not OA17 tho _.-al aupport or tho 
U.Uta4 Statu, bv.t 1t -u aloo haft tho JlbTdoal auppor t 
or the IID1to4 Statoa 'bJ ••ert pou1bla a111tai'J aD4 naftl 
aae1atanco .. oould brtn& to boor, 
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The alHIYe ae_. to .. al8oat like a prSaer beoauae 

1t h wbol17 loc1oal aDd 'llboll7 • '-Ph. P . D. R. v.QUO'l'B 

s ctwaaa 
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/ THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

liUiuary 20, 1942. 

Jm.:ORANI>Uiol FOR 

CORDEI..J, H\TLL : 

Vlbat would you th1nlt or lilY 

aen41og the enoloaod to l..ee.h~ 

F.D. R. 



J.W!O?,~WOU l"Oll JUJ.'I RAL LS.JfY: 

Dea r Bi ll : 

Hero •~• saco ~hough~• rh loh you could uoo l t tho occas i on ott ore4 -- ei~hor wit h Warsh41 Po~ein or Gener al >ey ·and . 
(1) . I~ i e c oat 1mpor~ant tor t he French CoYer~ent and t he r r enoh ;oo~le to r ealize ~~t ~· PresideD~ ot the Unlt~d SLc t ea i s abou~ the bea t t r 1e n4 they hoYe; t hat one ot hl a STG6t eat wiahee 1s to sea Fr&nae r eoonetltuted t n ~he post-wer eri od ln accordance wi t h ita splendid pos iti on i n hl etor y . 
( 2). The \lor d •J'rtu~ce• i n t ho c l od o t t he Pr eoldont 1 noludea t he Fre nch Colon i al W.plre. 

( ) ) . The a ttbok on ~he United St c tes a nd t he decla~utlon of war m1111 t make the rrauoh OoYernment ancl paol)l e realhe t h&t. any 
eo~ on their part ol t hor a~ h01te or ln t he Colonies Whi oh ,JOule! g1Ye aid and cORtort ~o t he Oeraans o~ I~allens muet , or neceaa l t y , help t ho Gen:aana and burt t he United Stat.. . The United bt Lt es could no~ , ot course, t ake s uch a boatilo act l ylna down. That t a Juat oomnon sanae Which t he Fronob should real i ze. 

(4). Ho~ t hn t ~he United St a t oe l o 1n the wer , 1t should be perteotl y ol83r t o the Prencb OoYe~ent and t he frenoh peo, l e t hat lt Oo~ or Italy att ooked unoccupied Fruuce or a ny or t he f rench Colonies , in any way, t he Pres ident could not re&&rd aoqui .. oeaoe t o ouoh a n ut taok ae enytb1Q6 alee t han pl eyi ne the Ooman pae. 

( 5) . On t he other hand, r ea1atonce by t he Trenoh ll$d1net Oor11uU17 or I\e11en attaok eithe r l n Franco i t eelt or i o any per\ ot the Colonial l'llli)ire 1roulct be r e(Iarded by t he J>roo\ dent •• a no~l aDd natural reaoUon. Suob r esletanoe would b8YO no\ only t he aor el aupJOrt or t.he Unit ed St~a~, b\&~ 1t "''uld also be.,. t.he phya1oal np;10rt ot t.he United S\ut ea by n a ry i)oui blo lllilitary and nenl &a4leu noe - oou14 bri l18 to bea r . 
The eboYo soaae t o me eluoet 1\ ke e ? riaer becau~e it 1s Wbolly l Q61eu and .,'!lolly sirt;>le. 

l!". D. R. 



~LEG RAM 

•1 dt&r Preei4enCt 

I u eeD4inc rou in accoapanT1nc •••oi'&II4UII 

a propoeal 4iepoeinl ot the It Pierre - Kisuelon te1zure b7 the 

rr.e rrench until attar the war. I think rou Will rea4117 graep 

all phaeee ot thh propoeal. 

lhat I u writing 70u about priaar11J ie the probable 

reperoueeione tro. Vioh7 when thie aatter ie aade public a tew 

dar• hence, either b7 the Britieh toreign ottioe or b7 Degaulle, 

reg.rdleee ot whether pri.ac7 ie urged b7 ue or net. ~he Vich7 

e1tuat1on 1e beco.ing •ore acute traa 41tterent anglee, and I 

teel that I ehoul4 call t o 7011r attention the real prcbabi litiee 

ot eerioue deterioration• occurring there 1n relation to the 

queetione ot the rrenoh neYJ, Mediterranean baeee, North Atrioa 

eto. All4 7et there ie no other couree that " can take at thh 

u ••. 

I n conneotion with theee probable 4eYelop•ente, We are 

oone14ering recaa.ending to 7011 that A4111ral Leah7 be called 

baok t or conterenoe. 

lincerelr 7oure, 

Cordell Hull. 



_ .. 
TELEGRAM 

IIDOIWIDtll PUt \'Ill PRJ:IIDI:ft 

I rater to JOUr aeaorandua ot Januarr 28 on the 

eubJeot ot the It Pierre-Mlquelon occupation. 

In Yiew ot the taot that certain polioiee and obliga­

-tione ot thle goYernaent relating to the war eituation were 

aater1all7 atteoted on both eidee ot the Atlantic b7 the 

unexpected occupation ot the St P1erre-K1quelon ielande b7 

Free rrenoh na.al toroee on Deoeaber 2t, 19tl, thie goYernaent 

proceeded, 1D a ep1r1t ot triendl7 cooperation with the Britieh 

and Canadian goYernaente, to eeek a eettle .. nt which oould be 

tound aooeptable b7 all oonoerened. fhie goYernment euggeated 

a broad bae1o propoeal, a oop7 ot which ie hereto attached. fhie 

propoeal •• 1n line w1 th the pol107 we haYe oont1nuouel7 pur-

-eued to the preeent t1ae that ot holding the Yioh7 goYern-

aent to 1te aeeuranoee regarding the Prenoh tleet, the North 

Afr1oan baaee, and rrenoh oolon1al poeeeeeione, 

Ae JOU will reoall, P,riae Kinilter Churchill agreed 

in general with 70u and with ae on thle euggeette propoeal, 

oond1t1onal upon hie abillt7 to eeoure the approYal ot General 

de Gaulle, It now appear• that Priae Kinieter Churchill wae not 

able to obtain General de Gaulle' 1 aooerd. fhe dratt tor~~ula 

eubeUtuted b7 Mr. OhurohUl, reterred to in hie telegraa to 

7ou, would not be ot a11ietanoe to ue in holding the Y1oh7 

&OYernaent t o ite aee~~r&noee, nor would it appear to be aooepta 

hle to that goYernaent. 



fELEGRAM 

Ia Yle• ot the tall urw t o aohleYe a seneral •atl•taot or 7 
aettlement which would oontora with the pol1o1ee and obl1gat1one 
ot thla so•ern.ent on bot h •lde• ot the Atlantlo, and 1n Y1ew or 
the para.ount 1aportanoe or turtherlng unlt7 and haraon7 1n t he 
.azlmu• oooperatl•e war etfort wlth Great Br1ta1n, Canada, and 
~e other United •atlon•, I reooaaend tha t t urther negot1at1ona 
o• d1aoua•1ona ot the aat ter be poatponed t or the period or t he 

war. 

C. H. 

• 
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-1"ELEGRAM 

Januar.r 8, 1942 

SUGGESTED PROPOSAL rM THE SB:TTLEJIENT or TKJ: ST PU:RRE­
IIIQUELON SITUATION. 

1, The ialande are rrench and will remain rrench. 

2, To aYoid any potential threat to the ahipping ot the 
government• concerned, the use or the wireleea etatione on 
the ielande will be aubjeot to the euperv1a1on and control 
b.r obeerYere appointed by the American and Canadian govern­
menta and attached to their respsotive oonsulatea. 

~. The islands shall be neutrali~ed and demilitarized and 
ahall be conaidered out or the war. 

4. The preaent adainietrator ahall be withdrawn ror the 
period or the war; the appointment or an adminiatrator shall 
be withheld tor the aame period, and the adainiatrat~on or 
the ielanda ahall be lett in the banda or the ConsultatiYe 
Council. 

5 . All armed torcea will be withdrawn. 

6, The Canadian and American governments agree and undertake 
to continue economic aeaietanoe to the inhabitants or the islands 
and the reapeot1Ye coneula or those countries will oonter with 
the local authcritiea aa to the nature or the aasistance to be 
giYen. Arrangement• are being made both to continue the euppliea 
from the United Statea and Canada on which the ielanda are depen­
dent and to provide the aeasonal euppl.r or tiah to the French 
inhabitant• or Kartiniqua. 

(end) 



• 
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T HE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WMHIHOTON 

February 2, 1942. 

My dear Kr. Presidents 

I am aend1ng you 1n accompanying memorandum a 

proposal diepoaing of t he st , Pierre- Miquelon aeiaure 

by the Free French until after the war . I think you 

will readily grasp all phaaea of this proposal , 

What I am writing you about primarily ie the 

probable repercuaaione from Vichy when tb1a matter ia 

made public a few daya hence, either by the Britiah 

Foreign Office or by ~Gaulle, regardleaa or whether 

privacy ia urged by ua or not. The Vichy situation ia 

becoming more acute from different angles , and I reel 

t hat I ahould call to your attention the real probabili­

ties or aerioua deteriorations occurring there 1n re­

lation to the queat1ona of the French Navy, Mediterranean 
baaea , North Africa, etc. And yet there 1a no other 

courae that we can take at thia time, 

In connection with theae probable developments, 

we a.re conaidering reo0111111end1ng to you that Admiral 

Leahy 

'nle Preaident • 

The White House. 



y 
,/ 

/ 

Leahy be called back tor conference. 

Sincerely youra , 



-Published in 

roreirn RPl~tione £! ~ Uni t ed Statea 

194? Vol . ll (france) Europe 

Paru 669- 670 

-
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• T!!•M(Aft"• •'I ... _,A'n ··--·--
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Jm.:OJUJID1J'..I roR THE PRESIDE!IT: 

I refer t o your memorandum or January 26 on the sub-
Jec t ot the St. Pierre-~iquolon occupati on. 

In view or the ! net that certain policies nnd obliga-
tiona or thla Government r elating to t he war aituation were 
caterially atrected on both oi dee ot the Atlanti c by the 
unexpected occupation or the St. Pierre-Miquelon i elnnde 
by Free ?rench naval torcee on Deceober 24, 1941, thle 
Government proceeded, i n a spirit or friendly cooperation 
with t he British and Canadian Governments, to seek a oettle-
ment which could be r ound accept able by a11 concerned. This 
Government euggeated a bread basic proposal, a copy of 
which ie hereto attached. Thie proposal wae in line with 
the policy we have continuouel y pursued to tho preaent 
time- -thAt ot holding the Vichy Gover nme nt to ita aeeur-
Ancea regarding the ?rencb tleet, the llortb African bases, 
rund French colonia l poeoessiona. 

Aa you will recall, Prime Ulnioter Churchill agreed 
in genera l with you and wl tb ~• on thla auggeeted proposal, 
conditional upon hie ability to secure t he approval ot 

General 
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General de Gaulle. It now appears that Prime Minister 

Churchill was not able to obtain General de Gaulle ' s 

accord. The draft formula substituted by Mr. Churchill, 

referred to in his telegram t o you, would not be of assist­

ance to us in holding the VichY Government to its assur­

ances ·' nor would it appear to be acceptable to t hat Gov­

ernment . 

In view or the failure to achieve a general sati s­

factory settlement which would conform with t he poli c i es 

and obli gat ions of t hi s Government on both s i des of t he 

Atlantic, and in view or the paramount i mpor tance of fur­

thering uni ty and harmony i n the .maximum cooperative war 

effort with Grea t Britain, Canada, and the other United 

Na tions, I recommend that furt her negotia t ions or dis­

cussions of the matter be postponed for t he period of the 

wa.r . 



--
Publlohed i n 

Fore1cn Relati on• 2f ~ Un1t~4 Bt~t•• 
part AtAof Moffat' s t~lephone ~onv~r•nt1ono 

with Dunn , Jonuary l~ - 19, 19~ . 

19~2 Vol 11 . (Fr ance) Europe 

Pnce 66} 



J anUAry a, 1942 

Suggested proposal tor the settlement 
ot the St. Pierre-Uiquelon situation. 

1. The islands are ~rench and will remain ~rench. 
2. To avoid any potential threat to the shipping 

of t he Governments concerned, the use of the wireless 

stations on the islands will be subject to the super­

vision and control by observers appointed by the American 

and Canadian Governments and atta ched to their respective 

consula tes. 

3. Tho islands shall be neutralized and deoil1-

terized and shall be considered out of the war. 

4, The present Administr a tor ahnll be wi t hdrawn 

tor the period of the war; t he appoi ntment of an Admin­

i str a tor shall be withheld for the same per i od, and t hs 
administration Of the islands shall be left in the hands 

of the Consultative Council. 

5. All armed forces will be withdrawn. 

S. Ths Canadi an and American Governments agree 

and undert ake to continue economic assistance t o t he i n-
habitants of t he islands and the respective consuls of 

those countries will confer with the local authorities 

as 



ns to the na ture of the assistance to be given. Arrange­

ments are being mnde bot h to continue the suppli es from 

the Uni ted States and Oannda on which the islands are de­

pendent and to provide the seasonal supply of fish to the 

~rench inhnbi t nnts of Martinique . 



1(1 dear tr . Praeident1 

1th rer,ard t o ~Y conversation with you on r.unday 
oonoat"'ling our relkt1ona •1 t.h tbl Vichy Ooveruoent. , 1 

~ an a t. tnohinc herewith ror your convenient r eference tela­
~/. -? ,raPie nunbera 208 and ::14 or 1 eb1•uary 7 ant1 ?o'bruw-r II '\.,.~y from 1Ce1ral r.eaey c ,ncerntnz; t he rep;>rte t h t r~ot1 ''>\.." 

euppllea =c1 rrunl tiona had been .-ado ava1laLle recently 
by t.he ranch auU1-;~:-i t1ee to t he Axh r •roe a op.o1•ating 
in North Arr1ca. 

I an ettaehtna horowi th t ho draft or your a~~eat.ed 
.. aeac;e to " &rahal P'te1n . I Lh1nlc tbe statements con­
t ained therein conat itute one or the laet ra~ning 
arrootive oarda •• have to pla7 and I t h tnk the t~ 

hae now oono when t t is neoeaaary ror a mea••&• or t h1e 
kind to be eant. 

Plaaae let .. know ir it • ete •1 th your a pproval. 
Believe .,. 

• nol oaurae , 
~ro= Vichy, Uoa . ~09 knd 216 . 
L-rart t.ela; r-. 

The r ree1t1ent , 

f'l,e 1:h1 te Houae. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHI NGTON 

J'ebl"Wlry 26, 1942. 

III!IIOIWIDUJI POR 

mE UIDBR SECRI'l'ABT OF ST.l'fE 

TO RIW> .&I'D RETUBB P'OR 

J1Y COJIFIDEITUL FILlS. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the President f r om 
Adu1ral Leahy, d<- ted Jan . 25/ lt2 . 
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r THr; UNDER SECRr:TARY 0~ STATE 

WASHINGTON 

l-laroh 3 , 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

:(, ., ~ 

I hsve read with much interest Admiral Leahy'e 

letter to you or Jnnuar y 25, 11h1ch you were kind 

enough to send me with your memorandum or February 26. 

In accordance with your reouest , I ao r eturnlng the 

letter herewith for your confidential tiles. 

Believe me 

1 
0 

E:nc . 

The President, 

The White House. 



EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Vichy, Janua.ry 25 , 1942 

My dear Yr. President: 

Your oral instructions in regard to the Atrioan situation brought to Europe by Mr. Matthews reached ue here on January twelfth by officer messenger trom Lisbon who brought also your notes addressed to Marshal ~tain and to General Weygand. 

On the following day I obtained an interview with the Marshal and delivered to him your not e with a French translation thereot' which he read aloud to Admiral Darlan who was present as usual and who as usual took charge ot the conversation. 

The Marshal made no pertinent remark in regard to your note other than that he woul d bring it to the attention at his Government. 

While we hear reports from many sources that Admiral Darlan is weakening in his certainty tba t Germany will win the war , his conversation with me gives no such indication. At this interview be said tba t the Lybian campaign had , t'rCIII the Axis point ot new, at worst only reached a stalemate, and that Mr. Churchill will in the near future be repl aced es Prime Minister by Major Attlee who is the only person in England acceptable to the Soviet and to British Labor. 

On January 15th I sent Mr. Douglas MacArthur, Secre­tary ot Embassy, with your note as an identiticstion to the Riviera with instructions to deliver orally the message brought from you to us by Mr. Matthews. 
In view ot an aSSWIIption that both t he General and the America~ Ambassador are under constant surveillance I did not consider it teasible tor me to make the contact myself. 

The President 
The White Bouse 

washington, D. c. 

On ••• 
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On January twentieth Mr. MacArthur with much 
skill and diplomacy, and presumably without attracting 
the attention ot the SQret,, succeeded in making con­
teet with General Weygand in a hotel near Nice where 
be delivered your written communication and the oral 
message brought by Matthews. 

The General wes courteous and agreeable but de­
clined to give any consideration to the possibility ot 
his taking any action in the Atrican problem. He aaid 
that be is now a private citizen with no otticial status, 
t .hat be is completely loyal to the Marshal, and that it 
France should be so unfortunate as to lose the services 
ot the Marshal be would under the legally designated 
successor have no opportunity to render service to the 
country. 

Upon being requested to consider the message trom 
you as personal and confidential to be not divulged to 
any other person be replied that his loyalty to the 
Marshal would make it necessary to inform llarshal P&tain 
which be could and would do without its becoming known 
to others . 

I cannot escape from a belief that it will c cme 
to the knowledge ot others and that it may be transmitted 
to the German authorities. 

A briet of the General's attitude is that be will 
have nothing to do with the proposition and that be will 
not otter a suggestion of any other person who might be 
interested. 

A systematic series ot changes in the Army command 
that is being accomplished in the recent pest which in­
cludes the removal rroa Atrioa ot officers who held key 
positions under 1feyga.nd indicates to aa a probability 
that the Army h being packed with a hi!#l coliiiiiS.Ild that 
will be amenable to any instructions issued by "Vichy", 
and that Admiral De.rlan•s ste.te!Ditnt to me ot his intention 
to resist invasion ot the Atrican colonies by anybody 
definitely includes Americans. 

It appears at the present time that Germany can 
accomplish its essential needs in French Africa by agree­
ment and without an invasion in force, but there is 
nothing to indicate that a German military expedition into 
the colonies would be resisted. 



, . 
• 

- 3-

It any ot the "contingenciea" enumerated in 
the oral meaaage brought by Kr. Katthewa ehould be 
accepted ee eutticient cause to giYe the euggeated 
aid to the colonies it would be wiee to have full ad­
vance information as to whether the proposed "aid" 
will be acce~ted or opposed , and if such aid is sent to 
Africa it should be in auttioient quantity end quality 
to eccomplieh its purpose. 

A repetition ot Dakar would be deetructive or 
American preatige and extremely diacoureging to the 
one remaining hope or submerged civilization in thia 
part or the world. 

Day before yesterday I received trom the State 
Department by cable dated 20 January your message con­
taining thoughts in regard to the Karsbel and in regard 
to France. 

I have not since been able to obtain en interview 
but will do so within the next taw days end will convey 
to the MArshal your thoughts which should stiffen his 
resistance t o Axis demands it anything can have that 
ettect. I have as you know expressed to him as my 
personal opinion most or the thoughts contained in your 
note, but now that they come di.rectly from the President 
they certainly should carry more weight. 

Your stste•nt that resistaooe to Axis attack 
would have not only the moral support or the United 
States but would also have every possible military and 
naval assistance we could bring to bear, should at 
least di scourage the granting of assistance to the enemy. 
While practically t he entire population of Fraooe outside 
ot Vichy would look with favor on any positive action 
that America might take in French territory against the 
Axis, I wish I could indulge in a reasonable hope that 
your attitude might bring about effective action by the 
Marshal in resisting t'uture Axis dellll!lnda. 

we will continue to do our beet to cheer him 
along. 

Rumors persist that within the next taw weeks 
Germany will propose to the Marshal and insist upon a 
readjustment ot the relations between the two countries 
with coooessions treaD both sides. 

We succeeded lest week attar some effort on a 
reliable sourcc in obtaining information that recent 

British 
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British bombings of Brest have obtained useful re­
sults as follows. 

In spite of the fact that dummies have been 
constructed to represent the German ships under repair 
in that harbor , recent bombings have more or less 
seriously damaged the Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, and Prinz 
Eugen. 

On January 15th, Gneisenau is out ot service tor 
a long period ; 

Scharnhorst received two bomb bits forward and 
is unserviceable tor the time being; 

Prinz Eugen received one hit that tore t hirty 
yards ot its bull plating. 

This information was at once reported by cable 
to the Navy Department. 

Hoping that you can manage to unload a sufficient 
part of the burden on somebody to conserve yourself for 
the long pull that may be necessary in order to com­
pletely destroy the Oriental menace, I remain always, 

Mos~slec:fully~·--~~~~~~~-~~~ 



I 
T H E WHITE HOUSI: 

WASHINGTON 

!larc h ll, 1942 . 

lmiOilAIIWV POR 

TfW ACTl .G SrcRFTARY Of S7 T~. 

Do you t hi nk tbe enclos~~ needs 

a r epl yt U no~ , p~ease r e turn to se 

! or • Y tile s . 

,. . ~ .~ . 

L~tt er r rom Hon . George T. <uom"rltn , 
~ta t• Dept . , '/7/4? , to 111 ,. "'ully , "ffclos•~ r l•t t er adJre""•ed to t h"" Pr-e ... ('l,.nt b-,, 
rl&r•hal Ph. "otalp , 'licl\Y , f nuce, lit(.,/1.2, 
t ognth~r ,.Hh n t rnn~ lation of e~~me , In 
Acknowledf'~!l.t of th,. Pre•laer;t •• CO!'Z~•mica­' lor o~ 1~/77/41 . 



,, 

Jn re~l7 refer to 
P ~ 740.0011 fllropean War , 19:59/19747 

U7 dear Wl •• !Ull7: 

I aa enoloalng herewith a lett er a4dre eae4 to the 
Prealdent b7 IIArllhGl. J'etaln, tocether wt tb a tl'analat1on 
t h ereof, l n acltno•l.-.llllt of the Pl'ea14~nt• ' ~­

oatlon o f Deo•ber 2 7 , 1941, llbloh hae been reoe1Ye4 

fJ'OII tbe Allerloan "-ba•eJ at T1oh7 for tran•halon to 
t he Fr .. 14eftt. 

!.11noera17 JOUI'I, 

...o•'~' aU11P'~ 
~ 

OtoloiUJ'el: 

Letter troa 'archal Petaln 
· to the l'Nala.tlt, wl U1 
tJ'anda tlon. 

•t•• Oraoe o. ~. 
'nte 'lh1 te Ho•M. 

Clll.t' of Protocol 



.Marrh 90, 1 P4!l 

L.y 4Mr wr. PraeUaot.l 

ot L~$ .. ~0~& ~~o tacdot ~c a 

i n WIOOO~piad 

FJ'aDOO b t oh I bel1"'" ' YOU "111 :'1n <t ot l lll.ll J'O&I l . 

I c:l.tt<.t. c tnntlrt 1cm l h~trcof . 

'fl't.1 \.hi'\IJ.ly youra, 

btloaun: 
Tnu h \1011 ot 
- oruo- u 
lhl~ ••o••· 

n. ?ree14aat 

llu=ar i'IOlloa 
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DJPARTMilNT 0, 8TATil 
WASH I NGTO N 

larch 27 . 1942 

My dear t.fr , Preaident: A 
In compliance with your request of March 

21, 1942 , I am returning the letter from Admiral 
\!_ill~~ L~together with a suggested draft 
tor your signature, if you approve. 

:Enclosure: 
Letter from Admiral 
William D, Leahy as 
indicated above. 

The President 

The White House. 

I • 

;) 
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EMBASSY OF T H E 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Vichy , February 20 , 1942 

My dear Mr . President : 

On February 11th we received by cable from 
the State De~artment your wessege to W~rshel P~tein 
in which you informed him of information received in 
IVashington to the effect that an agreement had been 
Wilde to transport war !llll terial to t he Axis forces in 
Lybie by the use of French merobent Ships between 
Prance and TUni s , end in which you told him that un­
less official assurance should be given by France t het 
no military aid will go forward t o Cermeny , Italy and 
Japan , and that Franch ships will not be used in the 
furtherance or thei r acts of ag~ression in any thea ter 
of war wherever it mBY be , I ·.vould be recalled for ad­
vice and counsel in s determination of American future 
uolioy with rega rd to the GoverDf!JBnt of Vic hy . 

In the forenoon of the next day, February 12th , 
I delivered to the Marshal a written French transl ation 
ot your message which he read aloud to Admiral Darlan 
and M. Rochat who were as usual present at the confer­
ence . The ~rn rs hal made no other comment t han to say 
that he would give me a wri tten r epl y . 

Admiral Darlan who had made en agree~mnt with 
Italy, possibly without the knowledge of the Ma r shal, 
to send in French ships to Tunis for Rommel ' s army 200 
tons of foodstuffs each week and a total ot 500 I talian 
t rucks seemed unusually disturbed by you r very positive 
statement of your reection thereto . 

The Marshal throughout our very brief tense inter­
view was as friendly and eons iderate es always . lfpon my 
depa rtu r e he expressed a hope that it will not be neces­
sary for me to depart f r om France . 

On February 16th we received and torHerded by 
cable to the Department of State a note sigped by Darlan 
in reply to your messe~e to the Msrshel . 

The Pr esident , 
The White Rouse, 

Washington , D. C. 

.· 
··~ •1-

None •.. 

--
-... .. 
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None of the assurances demanded by you in regard 
to giving assistance to the Axis farces or in regard to 
the use of French ships in the furtherance of tbe ir acts 
of aggression appear in the Vi chy reply to your message, 
and I am therefore expecting a "recall for consultation" . 

I.n view of an opinion previously expressed by 
Admiral Darlan and entertained by other officials of 
the Vichy Government that the United States can be de­
pended upon to never take any positive action I consider 
it woul d be extremely detrimental to American prestige 
to fail in this instance to carry out your announced in­
tention to recall the Ambassador for consultation i n the 
determination of future policy with regard to t he Govern­
ment of Vichy. 

If in the larger field of view f rom washington it 
would appear advantageous to our war effort for me to 
continue in the office of Ambassador to France , it would 
appear from this point of view entirely practicable for 
me to return after a "consultation", but in my opinion 
Vichy should not be permitted to believe that your state­
ment in regard to my recall for consultation in t he event 
of failure to receive t he requested assurances was a 
"bluff" . Too large a number of the members of the Vichy 
Government now share a belief with Admiral Darlan that the 
United States may be always depended upon to take no 
positive act i on whatever . 

Since receiving t he ~ffirshal's reply to your message 
I have seen a copy Of a proposal made by Vichy in January 
to Japan in regard to the use by Japan of French merchant 
ships i n the Orient. This proposal agrees to charter to 
Japan about 50,000 tons of the French shipping now in 
Chinese and Indochinese ports , the sbips to be operated 
under the Japanese flag with Japanese officers end crews, 
but not to be used for "war purposes". Other French 
ships will be used under a time charter for commercial 
purposes between Japanese occupied ports but under the 
French tlag and with French crews. 

I was, i n reply to a specific question, informed 
orally by Admiral Dar lan on 12 February that arraigements 
for the chartering of French merchant shi pping by Japan 
bed not been completed. 

I personal ly have no doubt that under a threat of 
Axis pressure Vichy will agree t o any use of French 
shippi ng that mey be demanded . 

Since 
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Since the retreat in Libya, the escape of German ships from Brest , and the tall ot Singapore , British prestige has fallen to a new low level. 

I am sure that ~ranch public opinion and I believe that the L:arshal himself hopes that an Allied victory will save France from the tate toward which it is moving , but at the present time public Ol!inion and tre Marshal 
h~ve difficulty in believing that the Axis can be de­feated . 

The local press yesterday reported a statement by General Smuts that there is as yet no reason for taking any action in regard to Madagascar. 

This is reassuring to Vichy where there has very Mturally been a tear tor soma time tbet the Allies 
might anticipate Japanese action by occupying Madagascar, 
l.auri tius, and R~union. 

From this poi nt or view and particularly in con­sideration of previous act i on ot Vichy in Indochina it is difficult to understand why these islands, flanking 
as they do the supply route from anywhere to the Red Sea and now also from Good Hope to the Dutch East Indies, hove not long ago been occupied by the Allies . 

There must be a sufficient force in South Africa that could be spared tor that purpose before it is made difficul t by previous enemy action. 

While one should have great sympathy tor t he Marshal in his almost impossible position , and a real affection !or the unorganized , inarticulate, depressed people or France , it would appear that the time bas already passed when this war for the preservation of our oi viliza tion permits or giving further consideration to the pride or sensibilities of defeated France in Wede~aacar, in Indo­china, or ela ewhere . 

With one end a halt million ot its young men in Cerlt8.11 l!riaon camps end with more then halt or its con­tinental area occupied by German troops there is not a chance that France can be or any assist811) a to the Allies or even be of eny assistance t o itself . It would there­fore seem desirabl e, necessary and essential that Frenoh terri tory be utilized by the Allies wlleraver 1 t promises advantage to us in the prosecution of our war effort. 

Vichy • • . 
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Vichy would object of c ourse but much of French 
publ i c opi nion would cheer us on . 

I am t aking advantage of courier departing today 
to send this hurriedl y prepared letter . 
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afford to rla~ ·~ poaalbSlltr t ha t ~o abr~pt 
action oa our part •~old laaa I IPODft4 &OJebara. 
!be 1~n61ca aadStarr.oaac drtwe wtll be one 
of t he ••t iaporte t of tba au erA lt ••t 
be checlta4 bJ all •aa• poaaltla 11oUl tba U• 
et.o tba tol l .. l cbt of ogr rapldlJ ~•••lo~ta, 
prod11cttoa e&n be felt I a tba .. ,. erfort. 

I bawa alao t akaa oota ot JOIIP alata .. ota 
rea arl!tna Kadaaaaeer and ablll rarer t he • to 
tbe •~ ~tftcll. 
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but UJOII yov oa11 at U e.a,., ln•o•lac!(e ace! as• 
perSanea t o cl•• ua 0 Sa eo far a. poaal - le, 
eatt.a tea of Lta !'ra'leb ,.,at t.1o11 fP.:JJl t b la pol at 
ot ••••· 

ShC)Dl d t!loe U• CC)M 0 ~Mwer, ~0 l ba 
eoodltlona of our ralatlooa wltb t be Karabal'• 
QC)Y&r aaeot are .ora &tabla and ro• r ret11ro for 
ooaaul tatloo would oo\ be .. c~. ao 1•••• elthar 
bar• or l a Franee, I abal l Lalacr afb reu to 
prooaa4 t o • ••hta&Loa •tar co~ltatlC)a.• 

• tt.h kiDde&t Pal&r4& to JOU bot h, 

tarr a llleanlr roura, 
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THE UNOER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Ill arch 30 , 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing !'or your informati 

a telegram I sent to Admiral Leahy 

a copy o!' 

date o!' 
Llarcb ZT, !'ollowing my conversat ion with you on 
the telephone o!' that same day . I am also enclos-
ing a copy o!' the Admiral's reply, dated !.larch 30, 
1 p .m., Just received by me . 

Believe me 

Encs . 
Telegram 214 to Vic 
Telegram 466 !'rom Vf 

The President, 

The Nbite House. 

lly yours, 

, 
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'lt:I£0R:.Ill SENT 

PH 
Thia tElEgrau uust b E 
ol:>eEly pcraphrt'.&Ed bE­
forE bEing oom.runiotl tEd 
t o an:ronE • (SC) 

.'.MERIC •• N EMB.'.SSY 

VICHY 

TRIPI£ PRIORITY 

214 

Mnroh 27 1 1942 

CETJIIlfMjoL FOR THE :J.IB:.SS,'.OOR 

Y::>ur 451 1 MD.roh 26 0 3 p , r,J , 

.'.t a ny oor.JEnt at 11hich in your judgT1Ent 1 t 

nppEars prob '1blE thnt Ln vtll is t o r rrurn to thE 

Fr Ench Oo vErnoEnt, you nrc requEstEd to obtn i n 

imr.Jtdia t Ely o.n tluditnc £ n1 th thE Mar shal and te 

lil:!ke , by dirrc t.i rm nf the Prrs1drn t , thE following 

st::~tEmEnt t o hiu. 

11 'lhE Gr vErntltnt -.f the UnitEd SbtEs ha s m:~ d c 

EVEry Effnrt during rEcEnt IIEEks t o tldjust, in a 

friEndl y spirit v:~ri~us problEos which h~vE a risEn 

in its rE l~. t1 ons with thE Frrnch OovEr noEnt n1th du E 

rEg~rd for thE nat i'ln:~l intErEsts rof thE UnitEd 

St."' tEs 'lnd bEaring in n i nd thE intErEsts ,,f the 

French pr •lplE ~nd their nspir'lti ' ns tc:r the reatora ti')n 

<> f thE int rgri ty nnd indtptndtnc t ,,f Frnnct . 



- 2-#2141 l4nroh 27, 4 p . 1.1 , t o Vichy • 

.• s thE rtsult nf thE rEcrnt intErchnngE b£tvtEEn 

th£ t<IO Go vErnmEnts , thESE prnblEns h~.vE bEEn s to lvEd 

nnd thE Go vErnrJEnt e>f thE UnitEd StntEs , as thE 

FrEnch Gn vtrnt'ltnt is mmrE, is willing t o c onsidtr 

thE imMEdin tE rEsumption of thE tradE arrangtr.tEnts 

prEvi ously agrEEd upon nnd l'.hioh h..o.d tErnpornrily 

bEEn hEld in suspEnsion . 

ThE GovErnnEnt r, f thE Uni ttd Statts h.c>.s no 

intEntion ,·lhatEvEr c f intErfEring in thE purEly 

domEs t ic affairs of thE FrEnch pE oplE. 

Hm·t EVEr , thE rEturn to a position 'l f por~Er 

and a uthority in thE FrEnch GovErnmEnt of M. Lavnl , 

or thE appointr.ttnt t o such posit1 Dn 'l f a ny othEr 

FrEnch citizEn s~ n ot oriously and c omplEtEly idEnti­

fiEd l'ti tb a p~lioy of supi nE ~tubs trvi tnc£ to GErmany 

and s .., obvi l'lus l y intEnt upon n coursE 'lf l'lpEn 11colln­

b or nt1on" nith thE EnET.liES of th£ UnitEd Sta t t s , 

c ould only bE rEgnrdtd by public opini >n in thE 

UnitEd St.'OitEs r nd b y thE GovErnmEnt " f t h E UnitEd 

Stntts i tstlf ns o cltc.r indiont i on tha t thE Frmch 

pEoplE oan n o l ong Er l~ok to thE Frtnch Govtrn rntnt 

at Vichy t o C'lrry r ut tbtir o•m dEsirE t o onintain 

rEla tinns ~f friEndship nnd undtrstc>.nding nith thE 

Unittd Statts 
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-3-t¥2141 M11 roh 27 , 1 p . m., to Vichy. 

Oni ttd Sto t ea and the Iuncric11n pEoplE . 

\""ere M. Level , or those i d Entified with his 

policita , to obtain authority within the French 

Government , the GovErnment of the United Stotts 

would bc unnblt to bclicvc thn t the assura nces 

recently given it by the FrEnch Govcrnmcnt cover­

ing th£ lcgitimotc rEquircmcnta of the UnitEd 

Sta tta would bc oorricd out in good f o lth tithEr 

in thEir lt tttr or in thEir epiri t . 

ConsEquently, were ll . Laval or any individual 

idtn t1f1 td VIi th his policy to bE callEd upon to 

entEr thc FrEnch Govcrnmcnt in ony controlling 

position, the United Sta tes GovernmEnt r:ould be 

obliged to discontinuc its existing rclotions of 

confldtnoE for our mutual rtelfa rE with the French 

Gov ernotnt ::> t Vichy. 11 

For your pc r sonal information, I om sure you 

will rcalizc that the appointo Ent of Laval or those 

assooiotcd 11ith hiLl, r:oul d be unanimously regr.rdcd 

by thc Amer i can people a s n clear sign that Germa n 

pressure on the .larshnl had at lost become oonolus1vc . 

Under such condi tiona 1 t would be impossible for thh 

Oovcrnmcnt to mn1nto1n d1 .>looa t1c rela tione n ith the 

Fr ench Ocvcrnocnt at Vichy. I h11v e discuaaed thcsr 

issuca 11ith th c Prcsidcnt, 1·•ho has a uthori z ed me to 

a~~ tc to you tbot thc t represents his own considered 

convictions . 

u rs-.·· roES 
'.IELU:S 
ACTING 
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This tt1ccr~l must be 
c1os ely :>nrap'll'o.Hd b £­
fort beinG cornnunlcattd 
to o.nyont . (SC ) 

Scortt'll'y of Stat c , 

\'lashington . 

46G, ~larch 30, l p . ;., . 

(?aris) 
Vichy 

Dnt cd !larch 30, 1942 

iltc ' d 11:14 a . m. 

At 11 :30 today I dthvcrc..! to Tlarshal f'Eta:m 

J.ll the prtst:-lct of A<Jr.iral Darlan the statt~lcnt 

conta.ncd in .our 21~ , l~ch 27 , 4 p .~. 

The ·:o.rshal rc•>li Ed t~t hE docs not enjoy 

havine to tnal'C dtoaions that ar c p ersonally c!J.s-

a!;;l'teablc to rn, that t'1c French p eople do not 

l •.. t J.aval , ar.d t:1nt he ia not hurryi.v; toliarc a 

dco~~ion . 

Dar!:m w'to d ,r; not JOln in the conversation 

oc r.:nd~ 1 it:11n n "" l, and tho.t i n his opinion there 

io only a 20~~ prospect or Lo.val 1 a return to the 

co.b1ncc . 

that o.n np:·oint~tr.l.t oi' Laval to the cabinet would 

;:Jl'oba~ly ceus t a br to.lt 1n 011r diplowatio relations • 

Upon 
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Upon rq C:.~i)tt:tt'•'c ~u: :.. r :: :.~tC .. ~" ,c t'1.:t:; I "!r.v t 
not stc.rt-:' to pnc': ~· ;::·u.,: s . 

LC.i. TY 



~ 7_ .Copx made by fllPL frOM eopx ol'oortpin&l furn!ohod by Adroir<Ll Leahy 
• • 

~ o! letter traa Prellidorrt. Rooaenlt, Yuhingt.on, D. C. /urviat.ed/ t.o 
Adll:lrll Leab;r 1 

The ll'hit.e HOWle 

'truhingt.on 

Dear Bill: 

I bne li••n cuetul comideration t o tbe t.hOUgbt.s expreooed i n your 
lottor or February 20, partieularl,y u regards your t ooling that. i t would 
be det.rt.en~ to our poliey t.o !ail to carry out t.he expressed i ntention 
to r ecall y ou !or consultation. 

I .., tull,y oympat.hetio tJXI urvioratand t.he poeiti on in 'll!lioh thio bu 
placed you. On t.he ot.ber haDcl, t.he tia:ing ot oucll a atop bu now bec<ae 
ot paruount lll.litary i!lport.&noe. I n tact, t.he joint eta!! lllissi ona have 
very detinitel,y urged that. we postpone aa long as poeeible ~ eYidence or 
ch""l!l in our relati ona w1 t.h France and tbey consider that to hold tbe 
tort. u tar u you ar. coDCerned 1e u i!lport.&nt a llilit.ary tulc u ~ 
otber in theee dSfo , Consoquentl,y, we decided to go ahead and to obtain 

trOIIl t.he !lara~'" OoYOra.nt. t.he ut.oot aoouranceo possible 'll!licb would 
preserve our CUMuental objeotivea. Not onl,y io our presence i n France 
and llortb Atrica t.ho lut briclgehead to Europe but i t likewise helpe to 
hold the Iberian Peninsula in Uno . 

The 11111 tary denl oJDento of tbe next few waelca will be of such 

Yital i!lport.&nce that., in tbe intereote of t.he United Natione, we cannot 
aftord to risk ~ poe llibili1<r that an abrupt aotion on our part would 

lose groWld 8J\Y'II'bere. The iJipendl.ng lfediterr...,.., dri•• will be one 

-1-
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of the aoet illportant of the war aod it mue t be checked by all meana 

poeeible Wltil the tille when the tull we1811t of our raoid}J- denlopinc 
production can be felt in the war ettort , 

I haYe alao taken note or yo!JZ' sta~nts recardins lledagucar 
and shall refer thea to the war coW101l . 

I want you to realise that I am tull7 aware or the problema w1 th 
which you are confronted but must conaider that you are in a Yital 

etrategic poai tion . In these critical dl~Jfe we COWit not only on your 
pres en.,. there as Alllbassador but upon your own m111 tary knowledge and 

experience to giYe us, in so tar as pnesible, estiJUtes or the French 
poei tion troll this point of new. 

Should tbe time co..,, howner, when the conditions or our relations 
w1 th the 1/.arshal's Oavern.ent are more stable and your return tor con­
sultation 'IIQuld not be .ade an issue either here or in France, I shall 

telegraph you to proceed to '\Taahington •tor consultation.• 

'll.th kindest regards to you both, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Siped) Franklin D. RooseTelt 



---
Apr il .3 , 1942 . 

Dear Dill: 

Yours ot Jta rch t enth baa Jult 
coco. I u aaddened b)' Oarlen ' • outbu.rat 

tv yuu and I u c:el1ihtecl by JOW' abaolutely 

~er!ect r eply to h1•. On t he whol e , I think 

our ratbar ateady pr e a sur e baa been aucceaarul 
to date, but 1 hope tho pre sent s i tuat ion w1ll 
continue t o be no worte than i t baa been 1n t bo 

past. 

Aa ever :rourt, 

Ad•1r a l Will iam D. L .. by, 
Aaorican Z.baaay, 
V1ohy, France. f or / dJ 



EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Vichy , lJarcb 10 , 1942 

~-y deAr lo1r . President : 

Since the receir-t or requests for of tic ial 
A• urances thet in the future assistance will not 
be ~iven to the eneQy 'a military effort , the latest 
of vhich arrived by cable on 4 ! .. arch , the business 
or diplomacy has been brisk in this area . 

'-"O b11vc es yet not reoei ved any satisfactory 
"assurance" in ree:erd to either the provision of 
sunnlies to the Axis or to the status or the Caribbean 
colonies , end we may a t best expect an effort by Vichy 
to evade the snecific eaAurences demanded by America . 

The bombing or eutoa.obile factories in Paris last 
y,eek , Renault; end Ford , ,..h ich were workine tor Cemany 
caused varying reactions ~on~ the French people. 

Both attacks •·1ere very successful in pu tting the 
feotorieD out of business for some months . Bombing of 
the Renault works caused B l arge number of casualties 
end 397 deoths among civilians VJho resided neer the 
rectory. Sunday ' s etteck on the Ford factory et 
Poisay is e~tted to have caused no cesuelties . 

/..dmirel Jarlen happened to be in Paris on !:arch 
3 1<hen the Renault factory wes attacked and UI'OD his 
return w Vichy .. ith his anti - British mania hil'hly 
stimulated by the bo:nbinP he ••es shown our latest de­
mands tor "assur ances" which produced a reaction that 
we may consider typical under the circumstonc ea . 

The following strictlt ¥ersonel letter in Oarlan •s 
handwriting , written i mmed o el y a f ter hia return to 
Vichy , mey be of interest as an evidence of hia general 
attitude end as an illuntration of the inadvisability 
of e L:inister of StAte v ritinp letters when stimulated 
by anger : 

The President , 
The "lhi te House , 

washin~ton , o. C. 

nL:arcb ••.• 
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"March 8 , 1942 
Llr . Ambassador : 

I perc!~ cyaalr, because ot the personal tiea or sympat hy which exist between us and becaU!Ie ot our naval oonfrater nity, to v.rite you in e strictly private manner . 

I wish to tell you that the reoent notes from the Ar..ericen Governzr.ent are dr11wn up in term or such an unpleasant and unusual character es would justify the non-accePtance of such documents by the French Govern­ment . 

If v•e have , however , accented these notes, it is because we do not visb to give any pretext tor breaking ott t o a Government which , tor the pest taw weeks , bas given the impression or looking tor a querrel with the ?ranch Government. 

I reali~e t hat my defeated country is nlaced in a ~aintul situation ; but I did not believe that tho Government Of B nation which OWeS itS independence in great part to it woul d take advantage or this tact to treat it ~itb scorn . 

I told you, a rev montlls ago, that since June 25, 1940, the British bed accumulated error unon error . They have j ust oon.mitted a greater one still which we shall never forgive them. 

To murder , tor political mot ives, women , children and old people , is a method ot Soviet inspiration . 1s England a lready bolshevized? 
Fear is sometimes an ill adviser: 1'ers - el-K6bir and BouloRQe-Bi llanoourt demonstrate this clearly. 
I hone that the American Government will not give way to tear . 

Believe me , etc . 

( si'l!led) Jl' . DARLAI'I" 
My renly (~uoted herewith following) , in consider­ation or the e nperent desirability or conti nuing friendly r elations ~ith the Kinister or Foreign Atteire during tbe t1~e that you consider 1t necessary tor me to deal 

officially 
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officially with h1m, deliberately ignores the insulting inferences made in his note : 

"Vic by, March 9 , 1942 

Peraonel 

Deer Jdmiral Derlan : 

It is ~leasing to reeei~e in your personal note or yesterday a reference to our common na~al traditions and the sympathetic oersonsl understanii.nA that ha~e been or so much assistance in our working together tor the welfare of France, end this reoly is ot the CllCe strictly private character ee is your note to me . 
In evelu tting the attitude or my Government in the difficult situation that confronts both or our nations 11t the oresent time we must give full consideration to the tact that the United >tetes is now involved in a total war i n defense of its existence as a tree nation and that this ~ar will be prosecuted until the aggressor nations are comoletely detested regardless or the sacri­ticeo that must be made in order to s ecure a complete victory. 

Under such conditions in a life or deeth war tor survival it seems unreasonable to exnect the United States to look with complaisance upon the provision by a friendly nation or any assistance whatever to the military effort ot the enemy powers . 
I am certain that President Roosevelt is desirous or doing everything that is practicable to aid in the restoration or ?ranee to its traditional position as a standard of civil liberty , civilization , and culture , and I nersonelly shall continue to indul~e in a hope that , whetever reaulto trom the present situetion , it msy be nossible tor me to hnve some small ~rt in pre­serving France end French culture in our distressed • orld . 

•ith asaurenoes or sympathy in your difficult ~roblems and exnressions or personal consideration , 
Most s i ncerely , 

( si~tn ed l "'Il J .W' 0 . LEAHY" 

It . . . 
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~t is my poraonPl opinion that Vichy should no t 
be nermitted to evade the AaGurances requested in repard to the nr ovision of future aid to the enemy end in ree:erd to the Cari bbeen is lends , which Admirel Derlan will attempt to do . 

He understands only positive action end •.oe are informed by some or his subordinates the t he still be­lieves thnt our proposal to recall the Ambassador is a bluff . The advisability may develop or recalling me 
"for consultation" even if it should be for only a tel:l­l'orery absence rrom P'rence . It ·•ould be definitely disedventep,eous to AmericPn presti~e should we rermit the "bluff" to be "celled". 

Most respectfully , 

-



\ 
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Aprll 1:! , 1942 

1.:1 dear •:r. Pr aa1dent 1 

T recei ved the and or laa t week an orr1c1al pr o­

teat !'roo the !"ranch Government with regard to the ap­

pointment by the tin!. ted " t a tea or a Conaul G!!naro.l. a t 

'lras:t;,.Tille on the crounJ t~.at t.bid a ta;J on Oil!' p&r t 

was i n derocct1on ot t h8 •~elusive Jur1ad1ct1on or the 

' 'lch,r Goverl'll:IAJnt over !"roncb territory in al l par te ot 

thv world • 

• b 1s aoena to uo to &!ford a uao!'ul opvor t uni t y 

tor u:s to a at tor~ c· cRrl: ar.O: • ublicl~· our .-ollcy 

towarda France. r Love ,re~arod a note , Which I am 

encloa1nz herewi th , t o be aent to tho 4'ro•.ch .t.::llaa ­

co.dor 1n revly to h1a ott1c1al protest with a view 

to mal:in., tha t ext tl.eroot pl'bl i c attar !t1a Jovern-

mont baa r ece i ved i t . 

I t aeema to 11e that th1a step on our ;:art will 

have valuable roeul te trom the standpoi nt or propa­

canc1a And should do a good deal to counteract Oo..-n 

'!be Prea1den t , 

The White Houaa. 
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preuuzoe on unoooup1ec1 Prance which 1a apparent17 da1l7 

b eoa.ing more acu te. 

I do not , howeYer, wiah t o aend thia note cithout 

being aura t hat it n~eetl with your approyal dnoe , u 

you will aee, 1t conta1na atat .. entl w1tb regard to 

long-range policy . 

According to report. or yesterday anc1 or todar, 

t he Germane are worklns up a new cri•ia or nerYe a in 

France and I should l1ke to lend th1a note qu i ckly 1n 

order tha t 1t can be -de public. l'flll rou let •• lcnow 

if !t Deeta with rour approval ? 

BelieYe me 

Faithfully youra , 

SUM!IER WELLES 



STANDARD " D RM N O. t •A 
.v..ovm n TN& Pki:iiOOn' 

IUIIC>t lt, l .. 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

.lDIIIlW. WILLI.AII D. x ••ar 
VICBr 

DEAR B!l.La 

f ROM 

... 
AprU 21, 1942 • 

. ra .HEART GOES OUT TO YOU Ilt rBI ORRWHJWIIIG 1.088 WHICH 
- COB !0 YOU IB .l DIFFICULT .liD DIS'Uft POST OP' M'l'f, SO J'.&Jt 
.liJ:l l'alll mE LEGIOI or P'RIRIM WHO LOYED IIRS. t.zaar DEARLY. 
Btrr YOU IIDST l'mD COiiSOI.AriOI II !BE .lSSUR.UCE mA1' YOUR P'RIEND8 
l5VER!tHBRE .ARE IIIIDPUL or tOUR SOBJIOI "mOUQB Hl5LPLB88 B! WORD 
OR Dill) TO III'fiG.l'lE THE ORDr WHICH I8 YOURS. IIRS. ROOSEVELT 
J'OIIS~ liE II 'lmS IIIS8.lG!! or DIIPIST BniP.lftt 

UJIICUOI.lDLY, 



I l J( 
DIPARTM£HT OF STATE } 

l (" 

THE SECRETARY~ \ 

Uay s , 1942 

~~AIIDUM !-'OR Tl!l: PltESLJ!iiiT 

/Ia ot possible 1ntereot 

to you, I wish to rotor you 

to tho e ttaehed memorandum, 

1-
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April JO, 1942. 

Wben Oeoeral de Gaulle tlrat ra1eed the atu4ar4 ot 

Fruoll r"htuoe ln J:D.glud 1D the ,_.r ot 1940 ud ap­

pealecl to all Frenohlau to oontlDue the etrusgle apinat 

Garaany be aeawaed oa.aaad ot •Free French• a111tarr and 

aaYal toroea 1n the Br1t1ah I al ee and waa recognized by 

the Br1t1ah OoYernaent aa the head ot a a111tary aoY ... nt. 

!hh ate.tua waa ooat1Dued ll.Dt1l Sept•ber 1941, and 1t wu 

to thh a111tary ao•••nt ot reahte.noe that tba :rrea Fr111ob 

oolon1ea and a4ain1atratora haYa adbarad, lD b1a oapao1ty 

aa a a111tarr leader and aa a a,abol ot French rea1at&noe be 

baa st• .. b1a a ... to the oauaa wb1ob, 1n tbla suiae, baa and 

at1ll 11 raoe1'1'1D& aupport troa lrenobaan at hOM ud abroad. 

lD Sept•ber 1941, tollowlDc a IIISS"t1oa ot the Br1t1ab 

GoYeraaent but sotas beton4 the orisillal Br1t1ab propoeal to 

aet up a CoUDoU wb1ob would hue an atteot1n Yo1oe 1n ahap1as 

the poltor ot the aoYamant, General de Geulla aatabllahad the 

:rranoh Rational Co.alttee tllroucb a aertea ot 4aoreaa iaaued 

Sept•ber 24, wh1oh atate4 uoas other thlllsa, that tha 

Rational C~aa1onera wbo toraed the Ca.atttee would exerotae 

the 

-
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the tuaotiona, indiYltual or joint, noraall7 attributed to 
helloh IU.niatera. .A.t tha t1ae General de Gaulle aQllaalud 
that the rree rrenoh ha4 been OOQalle4 to laproTila a !! 
faoto authoritr wh1ob waa a aort of iutarla delacatiou froa 
the nat1oo whioh the rrae rraoob axerohe4 proY1aionall7 and 
wh1oh would be han4e4 baok to the repreaeotat1Taa of tba people 
aa aooo aa it was poa1ible to oonatitute th11 national repre­
aeotation. 

!be Britiah GOTeroaent haa DaTer reooga1za4 the rree rreoch 
C~ttee aa a GoYeru.ant of France. 

When thie Ca.aittee wa1 giTaD thia oharaoter the Britiah 
Oonl'Jiaant iofome4 General 4a Gaulle that it racar4e4 the 
KatioAal Co.aitt .. •• repre1entatiTe of rrea rraooh iotere•t• 
oA17 an4 tllat theJ would treat with it aa the 4a faoto a4a1Ah­
tration of thoaa tarritoriea aud peraona who rallied to it. 
lD thia oo.aunication the Britiah foreign Seoretarr ioforaad 
General lla Gaulle that "Bia KaJaatr•• OoTar-nt are pr.parad 
to recard tha rrea rreooh National Oo.aittaa a1 repraaeottDc 
all rrea rrauobiMD wharaTar tlla7 _, ba who rall7 to tha rr .. 
rranoh II.OTaaant 1A .. apport of tile .Ul1a4 oauae and to treat 
with the Oa.aitt .. on all queation• iDTOlTiAC their oollabora­
tiOII with the rraa rranoh IIOT•aut aud with the helloh oTaraeaa 
territorial whioh plaoe thaaaalTe• under ita authoritJ"• The 
latter oont1Aue4 "iD aakiAC thia o~1catioD I ahould aake it 
olear tllat Bia KaJaatr'• GOTarnaaot are not to be racar4e4 aa 

n :preaatoc 
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eZpr .. dq UJ TieW8 aa to the nrioua o011at1tut1ou.l ud 
Juri41oal oonaideratiou. oollWaed ill theae euotaellta. 
Ill partiolllar,while Ria MaJeatJ'a GoYerDIIent would be happJ 
to aailltain their repreaentation with the Jree Pranoh Mo•e-
.. llt the7 oollld not aooredit a diplaaatio repreaentatiTe to 
JOU or rece1•• a diplaaatic repreaentati•e acoredited by you 
a1Doe thia wollld 1DToln 7011r reoopit.ion u head ot a aoTeralp 

St.i~ar 4eclarationa, haTe been made b7 the exiled 
OoTerllllllnte ill London. 

It 1a ertdent troa n-roua indioatiou, that the P'rae 
Pranoh National Co.aiaaionera who oonatitute the Coma1ttee 
ud who haTe Wl4ertaken the twlot1ona ot lli n1atera are now 
en4eaTOrina to create the tuture Oo•ernaent ot Jranoe and 
a politioal oharaoter ia baillg aollCht tor the Ca.aittee, where­
a& it 1a apparent that the aa1n reuon tor ita exiatenoe haa 
been to preaerTe the a,abol ot Preooh reaiatanoe. Ill thia 
oharaoter it baa aeourad the blllk ot ita adhareDta, It 1• 
queatioDable whether it would continue to oomaand the aupport 
now aaniteat ahollld 1 t be s1 nn pr1aar111 a poll tioal character 
aa ae .. iDtended, aa ertdanoed tor exaaple, b7 General da 

Gualle 'a apeeoh ot April 1, 1942. Th1a apeeoh oan onl7 be in­
terpreted aa a 4a.and tor ooaplete raoopition by the ODlted 
•ationa ot the rr .. French aa the leadera and repreaentati•e• 
ot Jruoe ot the future. It 1a, howe•er, olearly ert4ent that 

the 
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the :rrenoh people wbo han rallied to O.ueral 4e Gaulle 
u the head of a ailitarr aoYeMnt are not prepared to 
recard hla aa the future leader of 7ranoa. 

W1th thaaa aan1featationa of a politioal oharaoter a 
aar1oua oriaia ia apparentlT daYalopina in the ranka of tha 
ao••ant . Adairal lluaaller 1 

• abrupt dhainal 18 onlT one of 
a aarin or 1noi4anta whioh g1Ya aYidenoe or internal riTalrr. 
I t 1• apparent that General de Gaulle aa leader or tha lloYa­
aant Will parait no other axpraaa1on than h1a own to ba TOioed 
1n tha Counoila or the Comaittae. Thera are further aisna ra­
oaind froa auoh adainietratora aa General Sioa, Hip Coaal.a­
aioner or Franoh Kquatorial Atrioa, that the politioal trend or 
the co-1ttea 11 rapii8Jl&nt to the ripting roroea who apparentlr 
real that tha aola objeotiTa or the Ca.aitt .. ahould ba to oon­
tinue the ript ror :rranoh rraadoa and to laaTa politioa alone 
until the da7 or Tiotorr when the paopla or Pranoa ahall th .. -
aalTaa ba rrea to aalaot a soTarnaent of their own ohooaina. 

The aituation aa rasarda tha Praa 7ranoh Dalasation in 
the ODitad Stataa alao siTae aigna of a diaint.,ration whioh 
will 1neT1tabl7 enaua it polit1oa ie to be the aajor role or 
the 7ranoh Jlational c-ittaa. Wharaaa tha peraonnal or the 
Delesation -• naaad bT deorae of the General 1 dated Dao•bar 
2, 1942, it ia now uaderatood that ita ooapoaition haa bean 
altered laaTing ita diraotion and adainiatration antiralr in 

the 
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the banda ot the principal Delegate, M. Adrian Tixier, 

wboee oapeoitiea ere unquestioned but who, ea a tormer 

ottioer ot the Internationel Labor Office, repruente 

only one element among Free French inberenta. 



LTRANSLA~'IO.tll 

Bou raaeol, Apr1.l 30. tl ~ 'J 
Dear Mr. Rooaevel~: 

I do not with to let Ada1ral Leah7 lea~• without 
tending to JOU bJ h1a thia ••••age ot tr1en4ahip and 
gra~ituda. I baYa learned, by una1atakabla and repeated 
tokene, ot the great 1ntereat wb1ob you baYI taken 1n ~ 
pereonal a1tuation; and I au1C let JOU know bow preciou1 
tbel8 indioaUona or JOur 1111patb7 baYe been and are to 
se. It wa1 qui h purpo181J that I reuJ.nad 1n France 
attar the ara1et1oe, beoauaa I belieYed that it wae 1n 
France that I oould ulte Qaelt 1101t uaetul t o the oauae 
whioh I ell&ll neYer oease t o a erYe. Vill1aa Bull1U 11&1 
haYe told JOU thlt , tor our laet oonYereation, on the 
YerJ eYe or bia departure, touoned on thil eubJect. I 
baYe neYer regretted the deo1aion which I took and I 
belieYe that eYenta baYs borne out ., expeotation . Heith~r 
81 iaprieoru~ent nor the proceeding• con4uotc againat ae 
will baYe been in Yain. !neJ helped - no quuUon a~ 
1t - to apil'it 1n frana.1 ,AUa4,.-ae F IH!f-

, t ot""tfle working-olaaa . 'fhe 
r with 87 paraon, and wUh the 
peraeoution I wae undergoing tor thea, a reeling 
beoosing more and aore powertul in the maaa or rrenoh 
workare, turnilhed one or the molt erteoti~e eleaente in 
regrouping them. 81noe the 1uepenaion or the proceeding• 
at Rios - aoat a1gn1ticant in itaelt - I have, boweYer, 
wondered whether I haYe not reaohed the 11aU or the 
reaalta wh1oh 1t waa poeaible tor ae to attain troa tne 
deptba or a pri1on, and I ha~e ooae to the belier, on 
81 part, that benoetortb 87 taak would be oarried on 
bitter through tree aotiYitJ. 

Bos e two weeka ago I tran1a1tted to JOur EsbaaeJ at 
Viohy, tor rou, a baet11J eada oop7 or a work wbioh I 
baYe thought about tor a long Use, b'" on llbioh I bad 
not taken the tise to put the t1nilh1ng touohea. lou 
will t1n4 1n 1t retleot1onl on probl ema or rrenoh pol1cr 
and on the mod11 or eatarial an4 coral or,.ni&ation or 
Europa - retleot1one which will baYe nothing new in them 
tor JOu, but whioh will, perll&pe, not be without uae t or 
rou. !heJ do not haYe meralJ the weight or an ind1Yidual 
opinion. I aa oerta1n, and I oan 1&7 it w1tb &Iaurance, 
that I han d11ooYared aaong 87 tr1en41 and 1n the popular 
eaae autr1oient author1t7 t o bring thee back 1nto that 
path wbioh waa for ao long theirs. It 11 the arrort tor 

vhioh 
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wh1oh I aa •oat adapted, and that wblob aleo ••e•• to ~e the •o•t neoeeeary. 

Aa to tbe preeent etat e ot oplnion in rranoe, I do not know whether the intormatlon which reaohee me will add anything muoh to the intor.ation you haTe, rranoe hal been hnatormed ainoe June 1940. Tbe •111tary defeat and the ar.1atice plunged it into a atupor aimllar to that ot an operator7 aneathea1a. It hal now agaln beooae a 11T1ng and oonaoioue being. Tbe •etaaorphoeia il complete in the oooup19d zone; etill inoo.plete in tbe tree zone . Ken baTe agaln become able to bope , to underetand, to Judge, they baYe not yet beooae entirelJ capable ot acting. Tb8 apringl wh1ob goYern the phfa1oal condition• ot action baTe not zet reooTered all their tenaion and all their elaetioitJ. But tro• da7 to d'T the 1aproYeaent il noticeable; the laat goYernmental change, alone, reaulted in what 11 perhaps deoiliYe progreae. It treedoa ot t he preae, treedoa ot aaae•bl7 and diaouaeion were reeetabliabed tor only tort7-•iSbt boura, or it ••• nope took on a tangible , . torm,,.tbe nation would 1uddenl7 rile again, a~togetner. I do not bel1eYe tnat I aa •iataken when I aaeert that tbil oriaie will not only not baTe abolished, or eYen weakened, but on the oontr&rJ, will baYe recenerated the deaoorat1o aenae and loYe ot libert7 in the nation. 
I '*• the l1bert7 ot ~endlng Mr1. Rooeenlt reapecttul greeting• through JOU and I beg you to belieYe in •1 eent1aente ot admlration and deYotion. 

LEON BLUM 

'l'R:AVA:MH 



DEPAIITIIEHT OP' STAn: 

THE SECRETARY 

llRy <l , 1942 

ME!!ORA!f0U1! FOR THE PRESIOP.:NT : 

Atte.ched is r!emor~ndum o! my 

conversrtion with the Free French 

Represent P.ttve just r eturned !rom 

London. 

C. H. 



DEPARTMENT Of' STATE 

M~moronclum ol Convwsofiott 

DATE: llay l, 1942. 

SUBJECT: FREE FRENCH 

PARTICIPANTS: The Secretary ot State, Mr. Hull 

COPIES TO: 

Moneieur Tixier, RepreeentatiYe ot the Free French 
Mr. Atherton, Aoting Chiet, DiYieion ot European Atraira 

... _,_ 

M. Tixier called on the Secretary thie morning by appointment. The Seoret&rJ ot State began by 
expreeeing pleasure at aee1ng M. Tixier on hie return troa hie trip~ recalling haYing talked to him laat 
January when x. 'l'ixier vaa undecided aa t o what hia 
ruture plana or poaitipn would be until he had clari­fied hie attitude Yiz-a-viz General de Gaul l e in personal oonvereat1ona. 

!he Seoret&rJ aaked N. 'l'ixier, ae haYing been 
reoentl7 1n London, what be could tell hi~ ae to the progreee ot the war ettort rrom that angle. M. Tixier replied that he had confined hie obaervationa moetl7 to the French aituation and it val on that he wanted to talk. He eaid, in t he t1ret place, that General de Gaulle bad been pictured to him aa a m1lit&rJ leader or the extreme right with Faaoiat tendenoiea. He vae happy to aay that thie vae not hia iapreaeion or 
Generel de Gaulle but that he 11 an able military 
etrategiat and moat cultured man, but beoauae ot the limitation• under which he muat runotion due to the 
1mpoeeibilit7 ot bringing out or Franoe thoae French elements with whom be would like to eurround hiaeelt, 

be 
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he wae dependant upon the Frenchmen aTailable t o t erm 
hie National Committee rather than those he misht wieh 
tor. 

Wi th eome explanation ot General de Gaulle 1 e 
eituation in London and the tact he wae not enti rely 
a tree asent in hie aeeooiation with the Britieh, 
X. Tixier then atated that While he wae there the 
French lebor underground aoTement repreeentatiTIIL both 
trom unoccupied and occupied France, had come to ondon 
to aee de Gaulle. Theee wer e all men with whom X. Tixier 
had cloee aeaociation and he knew what they repreaented 
i n France and the aupport they needed to continue the 
moral reaietance within France. These men had conferred 
with de Gaulle on the many and complicated phaeea ot the 
tuture and had accepted him, under certain epecit i ed 
conditione, ae the ghet do rOeietongo Frangaiee. The 
conditione which the7 had impoeed and which General de 
Gaulle had accepted were the eue which M. Tix1er bimeelt 
would haTe impoaed t or hie t urther collaboration with 
General de Gaulle, and it vae onl7 attar the General had 
accepted all theee pointe th~t Tix1er himeelt bad decided 
to return to thie country to repreaent de Gaulle in Waah­
inston. Theee pointe were, in the main, ao tollove: 

(1) A declaration by General de Gaulle that he 
ie tho enemy or any resime ot personal power; in other 
vorde, t hat be ia againet dictators. 

(2) That General de Gaulle daclarea the internal 
r eeietance or France ie orsanized by the democratic 
people ot France and that General de Gaulle realize• 
it he vi ahel to repreeent all el ements ot French 
reaietanoe, both external and internal, he auet b e 
prepared to be tull7 oooperatiTe vi t.b t he reatoration 
ot a deaooratic France at the earli est poaaible moment. 

M, Tixi er concluded with a stat ement that General de 
Gaulle vaa alae v1llins to declare that hie power vae 
only proTieional and that atter t he war, it he i e in 
such a position ot power, he will not heeitat e to return 
that power to the French people and call a national 
aeeembly along eatabliehed linea to decide the t uture 
ot France. 

The Secretary ea1d that he wae Tery intereeted in 
all the atatemente that M. Tixier had brought t ortb and 
then went on at some length to define t he aeeietance 

that 



that tb1e ccunt17 bad gi•en to all Frenchmen ree1sting aggreeeion throughout the world and epecitied with eoae ineiatence the particular aid that had been gi•en to Free French territorial poseeeeione the world over. M, Tiner l1etened with eome attention but i~t~~~ed1ately .brought up the point that ir th1e vae the policy or the Aaerican Government, vh7 then had there ne•er been any orticial etatemsnt by the Preeident or the Secretary in which by n&IDe encouragement had been given to General de Gaulle pereonally or to the Free French Movement under General de Gaulle. !hie queetion had indeed been raised by those French labor members who had come to London recently. 

The Secreta17 ea1d the world O'l'er there were element• aeking th1e Government to epecity certain oaueee or individual e. The Secretary eaid our aspect must continue to be the broadeet poeeible encourage­ment to all and e•e17 element reeisting aggreesion and at the moment, since the war vae in progress, thie vae taking the milita.ry phase. M. Tixier then went on to eay that thle db!larati~n or General de Gaulle b4d not been made and t t the iminf or it vae dependent on hie confereatione in l athing en. - -
At thie point the Secretary vae interrupted ror hie preee conference. On hie return be eaid that he would like to go back to the laet etatement made by M. Tiner becauee he did not underetand it, or it he had correctly heard M, Tixi er, it seemed to him that the two eubJecte were not clearl:r related. M. Tiner eaid, in explanation, atter repeating hie etatement a gain, that, natural l;r, General de Gaulle would be inrluenced as to how much weight the American Govern­ment gave to t he acceptance by the lebor eyndicatee in France or General de Gaulle ae a l eader. He vee not willing to pureue the further point, hove'l'tr, that General de Gaulle in accepting to become the national l eader or French reeietance had thereby undertaken to ieeue thie etateaent ae agreed with the labor eynd1oatee. 
M. Tixier eeid to the Secretar;r: "You have alva:r• referred to the military aeeietanoe gi•en to ue. I would like to have you refer to the Free French Mo•ement ae the French Mo•ement or Reeietance.• The Seoretar:r then aeked M. Tiner to define hie point and whether it entailed aeking rurther recognition beoauee, in the latter ceee, 

the 
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the Secretary pointed out that, as regards the coopera­
tion and agreements between the British and Free French, 
he had had no information trom the Free Frenoh them­
selvea and only a very bare outline trom the British; 
therefor e, the point raised by M. Tix1er was suddenly 
produced and would require further background which the 
Secretary must have in mind when he brought up all the 
points and discussed them with the President. Meanwhile, 
he could assure M. Tixier that both t he Preaident and 
himself were most intensely sympathetic to this resistance 
ot the Free French Movement and, indeed, the President's 
statement or day before yesterday in hie radio address 
could hardly b e more heartening to any group in the world 
than to the French people themselves. He telt that 
French morale would benefit by it and the allegation or 
M. Tixier t hat French labor had inquired as to the atti­
tude ot this Government towards Free French elements 
resisting aggression was certainly tully and completely 
answered by the Preaident's statement. 

The Secretary then went on again to atrese that he 
wae interested in every ettort ot the Free French, both 
military and otherwise, in the resistance or aggression 
and while he had reports rrom hie American eourcea as to 
what wae going on in those colonial territories under 
Free French control, he had had little information rrom 
the Free French themselves, which he felt wee important 
in view of the tact that he viehed to pursue every avenue 
in vhioh this country could be or aeaietance to the Free 
French Movement in its resistance to aggression. He then 
invited M. Tixier to come back at any time and stated 
that in hia press conference he had informed corre­
spondents that he was discussing the foreign situation 
with H. Tix1er as indeed he would with any distinguished 
foreigner. 

In the ve~y firat moments or the conversation the 
Secretary made reference to today's ~~Times' 
article on the trent page which M. Tix1er denied all 
knowledge of, end the Secretary said, without blaming 
anyone, that there undoubtedly had been some ill rounded 
speculation and such illueionary estimates were of no 
value to t he end we all had in view. 
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C1tben.a ot ha.nce, lilY French friendS ! 

:tour d.Aye are long tul4 &nx..1ous. rour night& often are tull ot 1 1/l 1 : (.. 

ter ror . Your &u.ffGrina , however , is only purt. ot the hideous nightmAre :J .,1 ~~ 
1.nto which a hdddtul of reclcleaa Hgalolllllnia.oa bo.ve pllJ.il&:ed the whole 

world. Their defeat - decisiv·e , ovenrbel.ad.nt. , finAl - wUl end. tbe 

a.ightlto.re . You will awaken ! t-ee atcain, Juat aa we w1.ll &\\"aken atil.l 

tree, at-ill cont1den1. that we can tiod the 'K4Y to enjoy Cod ' s bloecsinga or 

health cutd honest "·ork and faail.y d&YoUon anQ love of country in a world 

which is not par-t f'reo , put eb:vo . but where all men cao live and r;or i. and 

cho:ritb their dear onea •tthout diacr illlinaUoo and without te.ar . 

the atruggle to.r t.ru.t fretd.o10 goes on acroaa the plains t.nd too wide 

oceana of t he world . The &lOt\ o! the United Nations of free peoples fight 

along your co as ta and ot·ten in Ute aldoa above your f i elds and v Ula,ges 

48a.inat the saae foe ••bo pppreaaes you . '!be rsailora and tliara of En&land, 

1n co!:lradoship •1th .ma.t\Y Dutch and Pole&~ end Norwegians nnd other ancient 

an4 sturdy peoples or Europe, are now being joined by the advance guard of 

American fliers end soldiers and sailors .-ho have lett their poacotul occu-

pe. Uone to coao once a.gc.in to Europe in the ca.U,ee ot fr6Gdo:oo. 

-

All those who Qft&r two e..nd a ho.lt long years keep up the struggle, All 

those who ll.ko our Q&ricAn boys are onl,y Just beginnin,g to eake their strength 

And dArin& and skill couo.t in tbe.t struggle, are your triendD. They are your 

friends not only beeawse they have lenrnt. over ll'.ill\1 yeara of cocnradesh.ip to 

love you and r es,..ect you but because their toes o.ro your roo&. 

The troops tbt\t occupy your hout~oa tLnd co.u~Mdeer your railv.-eya end 

seize the fruita of your labor and the p:oduce o£ your far10s uo our Coos. 

the aocr et pOlice thn t lurk in t he corner to spy on you - those slilli,Y 

agents of the Gestapo - are our foes. 

!be Cor man otfieor u whose tiring &qWI.diJ aeor et..ly shoot Frr~nelmon in 

batches of six or t•enty or a hundred for no other r eo.eon than that they are 

Fronchlaen who td.ll not bow the kno.& to thoiO - those Ga.r~~~an otticera are O\U" 

tooa. 

The Nazi party ehieta who dollbera tel.y order these sebut"es , these 

executions, becauu they w14h to weuken you by atarvnUon, extirpate your 
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aen11 of being French , I.Dd r •duee you the •oro Mai.ly '-0 econoaic &~d 

poli tioal ala vary, ue our toll . 

All your f'oes 1 open aod hidden 1 are our toec 1 and 11'0 btl."• pledged our 

booor and our Jd4ht to de.teat to••· I ae,:y to you, in cala con.tidence and 

with a full sanae ot r espooa1b111ty, th.ot. "' Aaericana be•e ne•or yet beo:a 

defeated • ben we have delibe.rntol.y asaumed the risu or war, and I ~ to 

you a s a ID&n who lcnowa tho .ber1can people and 'lbO 1a empowe-red to epea.k f'or 

them, that "'e a..nd our n.llieD or the. Unit6d Nationo •lll a.gai.n be victorious . 

Our enuies, oot we, wUl be de.feated. 

1ho s tubborn war ia which we have now enlisted 1&, aa 1 have D.l.reud;y 

said, beUt.a fought 1n part. 1n the a1r above the soil ot Frnnce and alona your 

coasts . It 1a al4o , ot course , beine: fought 1n the fo.r reaches of the 

?aci.fic and in the ltiddle Eaet AM in ScMd.inavia ~nd in the Bal.kana and in 

tbe Nortb Sea and t.:l:le ArcUe. Oo tho other side of Ger:cn,y , tho Rusai ans 

defend their ho;)Oa br o.vely ADd tak.e a t.rrible toll or Oerma.n troops and 

liiAt.Griel. 

l'e did cot sook war eey aaore than you French.CI.en sought it . Like you , 

too , •• at firat sa• the true pr0p0rt1orus ot tbe t\ad cen.ace only di.mly. 

The daUy pr eoccupa tiona or our no.r;:a.ll lite. ot o&l"Ding our d.aily bread a nd 

providing tor our cnildren , combined wi t.h our own deep love of peace to 

alco meoy of us hesitate to bel1cvo thst &uppo&ed.ly eivlli~&d moo 1n tho 

~·entieth centur-.t •·ould dare pltmge the wor ld back i.Jlto barbarism am 

universal .. ar. Like you, eun,y 1Jl tho United States hoped th6.t the N#z.is 

and the Fascbta •IXl tbe Japunese war lot-de •ould not dare atts.ck us . 

L.:Lk:e you, we bave been a ttackod. 

And ao we are sa the'rl.J18 together the mi.&ht of Morice . It is 

&.pproachi.ng tull flood . Yiitb truly me.rvollous apeed we have twned our 

enor.oua pr oQuOt1ve resources from the arta of peace to the aria purposee 

of wa.r. Our airplanes are rolling out of our ta.c-tories in Jlieb.igan e.od 

California B.nd. New York and ~l&od. So vast 1& the ol.l:lber t.h.&t we ArO 

justified toO.ay in undor Wkino to train O\U" pUota , :oot by the huncireda, 

not by the t.boueanda , but by the hundred tbouaand. In our tshipye.rda on 



two lone eoaaw, a.Dd 04 tbe brae ot our V"Mt lUea, the Yeaa.e.h w-e o..t 

ore talc1Joc abepe, olio! ~ -h dq - .. ..,. dq - •• inc-oioc oa.r 

Of Ulta t.rt being laUDChtdJ &tid U tach t.a.ktl \.0 \.IIA wat.tr the keel Of 

another ill la1d . 'J'hey include not merely dll\.ro)'lrl and 1witt cr uieers 

aDd mighty airoZ~Cift ct.rrhra and ba.tUeah.ipa , but bundrtda o.nd hurdr eda 

ot cuao ehipe aM tr&na.,ort. and t.t..nkt.tt - all tiD4a and abee of 

Ttaael.a - the ehipa r-eq\drtrd. t.o tl'&fUI_.)Ort. ~ceo aol41ua to alJO' baiUa­

ti-.ld.a, actual and pot.eoUal - t.ht sb.ipe r41Quirtd 'toO taep tb• au.pj)lled 

with &.r'<d t.o fJ&bt. \he o.r-.u aDd t.he .Japat~~tte - tM ahlpe .tlich, once 

the •ar has been. woo, trW batten to El.u-ope dt.b t.ht food and med1c1nea 

and olothifli whieh fOU. and t.he otber peophe of Europe need ao ¢evoual.r 

atter t.heee yeara under U'lt tied heal. 

Our araiea, like our vatt rese:rvo1ra ot .et.er1tlp aro• week by week -

atronc young •n that. 10u woW.d Hjoice to IM, b:ron&ed and toU&beoed b7 

their .antb.J of ric~ \n.1nina, el:eertul aod. coc.tid.ent. aDd ccrurageoua, 

and uJI:l.q o~ thl.t. ell• tlcnr or tb! .oat. perfect. equipeent. Urlch aey arq 

of the worlci baa no·r aeen thall coae to tho wiUl d.oubl.d. &tid r.cloubl td 

Tigor from the shoj)8 and. tactor.iu and ainoa ot our •aat- continent . On 

the plains ot Texaa, on the wido atrctchea ot Wont&na, in tho ca.ntonMnta 

ot Georg'!. aDd t'a.IN.cb1.11ett .. •M Al~ and liew JerDft7, they b&ve ~en 

loa.ruing tbe art &.Dd ae1ence or .ar . AI th., lMI"D, th«1 t.o.cb Aft tboUJ.I.Ada, 

~ a11.11ona, J~t •• ~ir tat.htta wbo nre 70ur coear.4• 1D 1917 and 1918 

d.id. 1M Uke their ta\be.ra they rlll., .be their how- coc..oa, pour rlt.b 

inexorable power acrota wb&te•er ae.as. are MCOIMI'7, co.m&Dd wha t..ver 

s tretches or the air tt.re neecl.ed, Join the ba.ttJ.o •berevor it can be tought 

.oat e.ffectivoly &.Dd. to t.be epoed.1est aonoluoion , in order to put. do-.n once 

J&&in into the d.uat the &rt"'£&Dt. aen who torMnt you a~ U;e otner peojllee 

ot EUrope . 

1 a peek to 7ou, people ot ~N.nco , u the NO<> ted Proaidant or a b,AJ>llc 

or tree =•a wbo h....-e loa& beea your r-r1etlda. lb:f lhou.14 1 not apeak to yout 

Coeradea 1n the •ar that 1-"1 our nation lt.a birth or l'retdo-., coiill"&aee 1n 

the ·n.r that two decadea aco eucceeded in br et.kirta the •••e.&e tury o! the 



I O.rMn inv&dera a.ud 1n driving thea be.ck ott your aoU , who could ba.ve e. 

better right to exebn.nie worde of cheer, ot h1endahip, or a.f'fec.t.ion tb4n 

you aod I 1n these b.a.rd clays? 

We Allericans know th&t it wa.a not or tbe.1r tree choice t.hat tbe 

people of fi' (I.QCt accepted defeat Lt. tbe hruld.e of a. lli.ght.y and u.nscru.puloua 

foe. ffa know that - with notoriou.t exceptions - they d,_id so 1n deepora.tion 

ond aadneae uci onl.,y because they were leci to he.lieve t.t:w.t. further reaia­

tance .,-fUI vai.D. 

l'e know that. behind the curtain of ca.la which tbe Nu.1 ee.o.aot-e and 

the ~ate.po bl•e dray,-n bet1ieen you and ue there cootinuo t.o be, 1.n every 

corner of France, repeated And gall~nt etforta to help us . 

We know that tbousanda of your young •en Mvo soUght W4r¥8 or esca~ 

i n.g from tbt prison wbicb ia Fre.nce in order to eont.i.Jlue the fi.ght for 

tre&doJD ebroa.d u our all.1os. 

fie kno• t:.ll.at under t he surf&co you Frenc.baen and Frencll •·omen ue 

the same paasionato peltr iots , the e&JDO children of liberty , t..M.t ill the 

world bu recogDit.ed you to bo 1n centuries pe.s t . 

Lis ton , French men and french wo.:aen. LUten to an Amor icti.n friend. 

IJ.aton to •hot 1 say to you troa the 'A-bite Bouse at •aab.inaton . 1 .ako 

you o. proaiae . I br ing you cauao tor cheer in the aidlt ot your lllia­

torto.nec, your hl.U'lger, your IS.ad.netla. 

'lbe tith~ • • o.ro fightilll: will be •on. Aa to !.bat • • lulve pledged our 

honor and a1.l our might. ilia rlll not. tal ter on the 'IliA)' . Roua:h &od d&ngerOUB 

atretchea of r oad lie ahead. We sbcll aurlilOU.nt them. We shAll beat the 

arrogant and cruel Nazis and their litUe Fascist oer vAAto just as we obal.l 

bea t the tree.choroua Jepeinoae. l'e sholl beat the111 entirely and utterly and 

eoncluaival.y. 

But. the victoey will not be OI.IZ'8 alone . It al.eo will be & victocy tor 

you, tor you aon and •oaten of Fra.oce, on whoa the Oermana v'is1ted. ao ccb 

or their tir:st aUita.r)" !\lry an:S •boa they ati.li divide and tor~~ent. V.ben 

we and our c oaradto win the victory, that vi.etory wUl roetore t.o Fre.nce, 

&IS to the other conquered and oppressed no.ticna of Europe , her l ovely 

countryside and her ancient c1tiu , hor share of" the •or ld 1a aooct thi.nga . 



hu r lcbt. to -.i.a;\&JJI, htr cNrt.ec.ct c.billu.Uoo &.ad \0 o.nelop it. &a Ur 

pee ;ale f"reel.J' dec1cJe • Pftn.ct ..w .,&iA QoW" cri.Dde\U' W &lOq 1 e,Dd 

l'r~h.Mn. wlll q&in •-a.lk their countl')' la.nea and their at.uet.e •• fr;n 

•tD in & WOrld laVed flooa aiaery llnd tlaVtl")' . 

Hol d u;.~ your hMiit , DIY P"rench tr1en41. fh.t world ot tree IHD 11 on 

the -.reb. The ala•t ltc1ooa who oppreaa 10u C-tAI:.Ot. atop Ul. Our •ictory 

• W be roor •icto.,.. •• "- t.bat ot botrl 7ou &ro ritb ua . I apeak to 

you. 1D. hope a.o4 14 coatidei'ICt. Lib 70\a 1D. h&AC:t, l t ad q t.Uoa-cou.at.ry .. o 

A:¥ 1D 1aer1ca 1 •Vbt 4 1.1Mrt.el Vbe la n-et Tructl• 
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MDCOJWIDIJI( J'OR \'HE PRE8IDEII'l' 

I w1eh to oall your atten­
tion to the attaohed oable 
from Viohy 

c tl 
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PH 
Tbi~ tElegram must be 
c l ose ly par aphrasEd be­
forE bring col11ll1U!lica tEd 
to anyone , (SO) 

SEcrEtary of state, 

Has hi ngton. 

930, JunE 27, 7 p . m. 

(Poria) 
Vichy 

DatEd June 27 1 1942 

Rrc ' d 11:23 a , m. , 28th. 

WE fEEl tha t thE DEpnrtr.,Ent may v•ish to draw 

to the attEn t ion of our propaganda sErvi cEs thE 

advisability of susp Ending at lrast t Emporarily thE 

fEaturing in shortwa vE broadca s t s to EuropE of 

Gtn rral dE GaullE as the prrson a bout nhom thE Frrnoh 

peoplEs aspirations f or l ibEration now o ent rr, 

(i"i r have referenc E a s a concrete exampl e to 

l ost nigh t ' s commmtary following thE nr ws in English 

a t 10 p, m, l oca l timE over ·:iiAIO 19 mEtEr bond bas Ed 

on an Editorial in thE NE:1 YORK HERALD TRIBUNE which 

was d ElivErEd as rEprEsEnting th£ way thE J.mEr1cnn 

p EoplE fEE l.) 

ThE pr EstigE of Br i t a in throughout Fr a nce is 

at ZEro and unfavorablE commEn t on thE contr ast 

b EtWEEn thE rEsis t ancE a t SEbastopol and t hE capit­

ulation of Tob ruk is lEard on a ll sidEs. 



• 

-2~:930, Jum: 27 , 7 p . m,, from (Par is ) Vichy, 

· hilt th! hopc of thc FrEnch PE oplc for 

liberation gro"s grcn tcr cvcry dny thEir r ccc t1on 

tow~rd thE d clictc moralE quEst1on of d1ssidcncc 

hns alw~y·J bEEn oixEd. ThE ml.strust of thc Vichy 

GovernmEnt following I.cval ' a spEEch should not bE 

i nttrprc:tcd ns a gcnErol swing t oward d E Gaull e , 

In thc minds of thE French thE Gnull1st movEmEnt 

is ba·Jcd on England p<'id by England end shnrcs 

in tt.E ups and downs of Br1 t1sh prEstigE in 

Frnr.o E. ThE s ymbol of l1 bcra tion for thc French 

mnooco is r EprE s cn tcd by the mili t ory powcr of thE 

United StatEs a nd thE troditionul ru1r play of 

.• mcricnn statEsocn in not n ttEmptinr to imposE a 

vovcrnmEnt on FrancE, 

The FrEnch rEt:otlon to broc.dcast:J :.uoh ,o thE 

onc undEr rEfcrcncE is , thErEfore, onc of disappoint­

ment at what is rcgnrdcd os a lack of dioocrnment 

in French affa ira . 

REPE .• TED TO LO!IDO.'I . 

TUCK 

17SB 



f c.F, ~-e-'!. 
Copy nade by f; RL fran copy of original furnished by Adnttral Leahy 

~ of letter frca President Rooeenlt, Washington, Jul,y 20, 1942, 

to Adal.ral Le~r 

'l'l!E lllliTE HOOSE 

WASHINGTON 

1lY dear Admiral : 

Jul,y 20, 1942 

In calling you to actin dut,y ae Olief of Staff to the 

Coraru.nder-1n-ch1ef of the United Stataa l.:r!q and Na'f7, I accept 

your reaignati on u .t..basaador to Fl-ance, 

In so doina I want you to know first ot all ot IllY great 

aatiafacUon i .n the way in which you bave carried out an extreme:~¥ 

diftieul t t.lk at an ext.re.e:~¥ dift1 eul t ti•, and aeeom, tba t 

there baa been such good agree11111nt in our national policy i n respect 

to Fl-ance during your Ubuaadorahip. 

In the worde of the Na"7 - •well done . • 

Alwa;rs sincerely your triem, 

/a/ Franlcl1n D. Rooeenlt 



----. . 
• - ....... I'KIM.--..c .. ,_w 

Ttilt aCCIIICTAIIY .;.- nATa 
W4_..,.,._, D.C, 

WASHINGTON 

August f, 1942 

lo!EIIORANDUJ4 !"'R THE PRE SIDEN'l': 

Referring a~· n to your suggestion that Tuck at 

Vichy endeavo~o ascertain Darlan's position with 

respect t the reported possibility or turning over 

French ubmar1nes to the Germans, I call your atten­

tion to telegram rrom Vichy no. 1117, July 31, 7 p.m., 

a copy or which is hereto attached, 

Any further data received on this subject will be 

communicated to you at once. 

c-?+ 



.,.;t~===--------

Secretr~y of State , 

:-;ash inc t on . 

GR, .Y 

(Paris) 
Vichy 

Doted July ~1, 1942 

Rec 1d 8 :27p .m. 

1117 , July 31, 7 p .m. (SC:CTION ONE) 

Emb: soy' s 1099, July 28, 5 p .m. 

Under the htcdlints 11 / . denir. l of thE /,dmir nlty . 

None of our subm~incs v1ill be delivered to Gtrmnny'! 
The newsprpers of unoccupied Fr~nct publish the 

followint: f r ont ptl(lt r.rticlt today. "•.n importr.nt 

Dritish ncwopr.pcr hr.o just published infon:~ation 

cccor dina to which 1000 Gtr~n off1crrs and scilora 

r rt supposed to bc a t the present time in Toul on and 

Ville Frnncht for thE purpose of commissioning 20 

t o 30 French submnrints which would bt delivered t o 

Germany r t nn er~ly da te , Tht French J.dmirnlty hns 

never tr~tn the t rouble up t o this dnte to denounce 

1mreinr~y news Which is spre ad daily by foreign r nids 
concerning our Nnvy, I f today it breaks thi s sil ence 

it is because oft he widesprrr.d diffus ion o!' this news-

P per . 

It is needl ess to sny t hat the ccssion of French 

oubrll'rines 'Ill well c s the prescnct of German c re ws in 

Toulon i s pure ly U,reinrry" . 
KLP TUCK 



PMW 
Thie t£lrgr~ must b~ 
oloerly paraphrased bE­
f or £ bEing oomm~nioatrd to anyonr . ( SC J 

SecrEtAr y or State, 

Washington . 

(Panel 
Vichy 

Oat rd July ~1. 1942 

REc 1d B:~!j p. m. 

1117, July ~1 , 7 p.m. (SECTION T~~) 
WE hAvE still brrn unAblE to obtai n any oon­

!irmlltion or thr r rportEcl visit or 11 Grrman naval 
OOMQi&sion to Toulon on July 14. A rrsoonsi blr 
fri Endly of f i cial or thE Srcond BurEau or thE 
Navy s t At Ed to us catrgorioal\ y t hAt no such visi t 
was EvEr madr and th11t France hAs no intEntion or 
turning ovEr any or hEr naval vEssrle t o Germany. 
ConcErning thE rEport thAt t hE naval VESSEls at 
Toulon ~·rr£ taking on suppli r s or fu£1 11nd muni t1 one, 
hE statEd thP.t in viEw of Franor 1 s position, thEe£ 
shi ps arE now a t all t i mEs kEpt in 11 st~t£ of rEadinEss 
with full stocks or furl and munitions . 

(END OF MESSAGE) 

TUCK 
me 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 27, 19.42. 

KE:iORANOOM FOR THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE: 

I u concerned by this report 

troaa Bern 1n r egard to Darlan turning 

over some French submarines to Oer.any. 

What would you think ot a polite 1nqu1ry 

1n rega rd t o this report? 

P.D.R. 

Di sputch fro~ .3ern , July 25 fro.n Harrison 
re ubove . !lo . J •• Jl. 



---[. ,j, a. 
L.t.ter tr(.la Lord HallfU t.O Uo4 

Pnll~•ht, dat.o C.:pt. 19 , 19 .. 2, 
ln r• d~ ~aulle 1 a co~r.c over htrt, 
1-'l\. 1.0 th~er teer.t.ary Welles ror 
recououda t1on. 

u. u. T. 



, 

THE: WHIT£ HOUSE: 

WASHIN GTON 

Sept omber 21, 191.2 

De= Ur. Pru!dent : 

Halita.x "at. t he note a',uL de C. u.lle 
to - W>Opened . 

I ·~· ti-c t >.hll~ !or tlo -•nt 
de Cwlle le t. headache, l <hould th1nl< 
t.h: .. t. t;l eoon ll!i the Jladagnnra.r b .. t'inet~c 
t•te cloorod up >ith him, i t might be a 
good thing if he Clime over. I ahould 
th!nl< •cmo t1me arowtd 'rhankagiv1n& •·ould 
be about l hO right t1me. 

S1neerely yours, 

~ 
lURJlY L. HO?ICII!S 

The Preoidtnt. 



PIJ!SQNAJ. Alm a 
IIUTIIM lMIAitY, 

WAIHINDTOII', D.C. 

19th Soptoml>or 1942. 

Dear l!r. Prea1d.ent, 

I aentionod privately to 

!4en what )"OU aud to me on September 

lOth about de oaune , and about the 

pootible u till ty or 1nv1 ting h1ro to pay 

a v1&1t w this country. 

I have now had a reply 

from him, or 'IIIlich I onoloee a copy. 

Believ e me, 

:>ear u.r .. Preaident, 

very aincerol.y youNI , 

DICLASSIFIID 
sr AM:borar or]3rih'!oh 

G~ 
•• tii.P o... FtB s Bn 

Tho Honourable 
Franklin D. Rooaovel t, 

President ot tho United States of Amerioa, 
Washington , D. C. 



• 
!+98 I §4\CSJtJ 

o·t,..L• .. • rnr-.o 
17 Au\horl t7 of Btd/sJ, 
Cnt b.legnm. N:l -72.. 

•r M e ~··· FEB s \9n 
Oopy ot tol es:rom r ecei ved r r om the Fore1811 Ottloe 

da~ed Septecbor 17th, 1942. 

The Preoident '• object io preow:oably to 
keep rolntiona bet\Yeen tile Un ited Stateo and <le Gaulle 
otesd,y during preparation and execution or Toreh. It 

would, however , take more thnn a contingent invit&tion 
to liuhington to keep tho General quiet it he gOt wind 
ot What io aroot. once Torch atnta wo must race a 
major crioia in relatione between both our Govormento 
and de C)oulle. Whole Pight1ng 1ronch movement will 
bitt erly resent being kept out or operation and or 
oubaequont ado1n1atrat1on or the country. 

rorch will , or course , ohange the whol e 
picture ae regardo Franco, tho Prench ~ire and the 
Fighting Prench movement in weyo which cannot~ present 
bo t orooeen. It the Americana manage to br ing local 
Prench forces, and poaalbly &lao leaders from Prance, 
over t o our aide , the impor tance or thO Fi ghting French 
movement will diminish and de Gaulle mey tind it 

nocoeeary to join up w1 th new and l arger body ot 
dissident Pronohmen. rr the Freai<lent can 1nfiuence 
him in thio direction eo much tho bettor. 

You ma,y wi sh to inform the Freaident 
or the toregoing, thOugh we ohcul4 aoo no harm 1t he 
were to issue an i nvitation to do Gaulle in tho torm he 
ouggootod - i.e. caking it c l ear that tho invitation 
carried no coomlitmonts but that mutual diacuaoiona might 

r.r,: bo hel pful . vto should not , hoever , wish .-o General 
to go to Washington in tho lJ:mDdiate ruture ainoe we 

/want 
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•ant to reach agreooont with hi.:cl about Levant !no 

Statea and ~aaaaoar and d1aouaa1on or thoae 

quea tiona i s bound to tal<o ecxno time. 

I have "onUoned the matter to 

Winant, who 1a inclined to lldviae agalnat t he 

invitati on on the ground tbet if de Gaulle viaitod 

'1/aebington at the time the United Statea 1e trying 

to caneol1date North Atrioa tho effect upon Prenoh 

l esdera there m8¥ be bad. 



__.-;-. 

1\ ~HE U NDER SECRETARY Of' STAT E 

WASH INGTON 

October 3 , 1942 

My dear l<!r . President: 

I ao returning to you herewith the l et t er ad­

dressed to you by Edouard Herrio t which you sent 

baok to me with your memorandum of Sept ember 30 . 

Si nce Mo nsieur Herriot 1s l etter to you was in 

r eply to t he message which you sent him, it does 

not seem t o me that any fur ther letter from you i s 

required, at least not at t his time. 

Believe me 

Enc. 

The Pr esident, 

The •.lh1 t e House. 
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LE CIIE"CitAI.. DC eA,ULLE . 4 , 0 A.!II .. TO• ••••••--··~·' 

lJOnsieur le Presic..ent, 

!!. Anura Philip vouf' rv .tlttra. cet 

l ettrd . Il vous exposera la conaition o 

se trouvl'.i t 1a. France lJ.ua.nd il 1 ' a quit 'e . 

AUX lll!'Oft.lfttions l,U' il VOUS a. •POrtera sur 

1e tlev,lo pcr.iOnt et ln conasion ues gi'04POS 

de res.LsU:.nce .fr"...n!J8.is et, !.! • une m&tiera 

genJralo, sur 1•etat d ' esprit du pays, ~e 

utisir0 ajoutur ceci : 

Vuu:J s.vez Sui Vi 1 1 evv 1ution morts 
at politique <-.e la Fr·a.nce ue uio lJle. 

~ 
w ~ 

'P 
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vous savez ~u • ayant supports le poids ~rincipal de 

la demiere guerra ' e lle en est sortie epui see . 

Ella a senti profonuer'lent que 11 etat d I inferiori te 

relative qui en resultait pour elle l ' ex~osait a 
un grave peril . Ella a cru a la n6cessite d • una 

cooperation allies pour co:npenser cette inf'eriori te 
et realiser l 1equilibre des forces . 

vous n•ignorez pas dans quelles conditions 

cette cooperation lui a manque . or, c•est princi­

palement l e doute ou l a France se trouvait, quant au 

soutien reel qu•elle pourrait trouver centre l• adver­

sai re de la veille et du lendemain, qui a ate a 
l ' urigine de la pol itique ondoyant e et de la mauvaise 

strategie d • ou est sorti e notre defai te . Les erreurs 

interieures que nous avons commises , l as divisions et 

les abus l!Ui contrari aient l e jeu de nos i nstituti ons, 

ne sent que des causes accessoires a cOte de ce fait 

capital. 

La France vaincue a aonc l e sentiment profond 

de !•humiliation qui lui a eta infligee et de ! •in­

justice du sort qu•elle a subi. c •est pourquoi il 
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faut qu •avant la. fin de cotta t·uerro la. France 
reprenne sa. place d&ls le comb.'J.t et qu ' en attendant 
ella n•a.it pas ! •impression qu ' ella l 'ait jamais 
entibre:nent abD.nClonne . Il faut ~iU' ella a.it 
conscience ct ' Gtre l ' un des pays dont l ' e:f'fort aura 
BI:Jene la victoire . ceci est importaut pour la guerra 
et essential pour l ' apr~s-guerre . 

Si la France , fOt-el le liberee par l a victoire 
des de-,ocraties , se fai sa.i t a e lle-tnG ::e 1' ef'tet a ' une 
nation-vaincue, i l sorait f'ort a crainure ~ue son 
amertQme , son humiliation , ses divisions, loin de 
l •orienter vers las ae~ocraties , l •inciteraient a 
s •ouvrir a d•autres influences . VJUS devinez les­
'iuelles . ce .J ' est pt:lS-lB. un poril imagi naire , car 
la structure sociale de notre pays va. se trouver 
plus ou moins abrunlee par l es privations et los 
spoliations . J 'ajoute que la haine ue 1' Allemand, 
actuell(Jllent tres violente pa.rce que 1 • Aller..anu est 
prasont et vainqueur, s •attenuera beaucoup v1s-u- vis 
de 11 Allemana absent et vaincu. H.JUS avons vu cola 



deja apr~s 1Jl8. En tous cas , quel.ue insnir~tion 
'iu ' accepte une France qui se!'ai t jetee do.ns w1e 
situation revulutionnaire . la reconstruction europe an­
ne et rJGme l ' organisation .~ondia.le de la. palx, s ' en 
trouvera.ient uangereusoment t·a.uss6es . Il faut done 
~ue la victoire reconcilie la Frru1ce avec elle-mane 
et avec ses ar.1is, ce 1ui n ' est pas possible si ella 
n•y participe pas . 

vail~ pour~uoi si l ' ef~ort de la France 
conbattante se limitait h. grossir de quel1ues batail­
lons l es forces du parti de la liberte ou mama a 
rallier una partie ae ! •Empire fran9ais, cat effort 
serait, en lui-mer.te, Pl'9Sy_U8 neJligeable en 1"a.ce du 
problema essenti al : remettre la France , tout 
enti~re , dans la guerra . 

vous ne airez : "Pour,luoi vous etes-vous 
assigns ce but? Et h lluel titre y Otes-vous ronde?" 

Il est vm.i 11ue je me suis trouve, au mOOJent 
de l ' annistice ae Vichy, dans une situation proprement 
inouie . Appartenant au dernior Gouverne. !Silt regulier• 
ot independrult de la Troisi~ e Republi que , je 
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declarai tout naut vouloir !!lamtenir la Franca cw.1s 
la guerra . Le GOUV9r'tl9 .ent lJ.Ui s I eta.i t emparo du 

pouvoir dans l e desospoii' at la pani tlue de l a nation 
ordonnait: "Cessez le CO!'lbl.t!" En France, et hors 

de France , les corps elus , les renresentants du 

couveme:~o.1t , las Presidents ues Asse:nblees se 

resignaient ou ga.rdaient le sil ence . Si le Presi­
dent ae la Republi-.~.ue, si le Parlcr~ont at ses chefs , 
avaient appele le pays ~ continuer la lutte, je 

n • aurais mene pas pence h. parlor au pays ou en son 

nom . :.lais ils ne 1' ont pas f'ait . Nul autre ne 

s •est presente qui ait entra!ne un groupe ou un 

territl.lil'O fran<;ais . Des honnes politi-.ues, ues 

chefs ~ilitaires consiuerables, sa sont trouvas.~ 
t els ou tels mvmcnts, libres de pa.rler at ct •agir, 

par example en Afri 1ue du Nora. Us n' ont pas 

montre , un seul ma~ont , soit la conviction , soit 
la con11ance en leur manw-.t, sufl'isuntes pour faire 

la guerra . ~u ' il s •agisse- la ct•une faillite de 

l' elite, cela n•est pas contestAble . D~1s son 

esprit, le peuple frun<;ais en a , d' ailleurs , deja 

-----
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tire la conclusion . Quoiqu'il en soit , j ' atais 

saul . Fallait- il me taire? 

c •est pourquoi j 'ai entrepris ! •action qui 

me sembla.it necessaire pour (.!Ue la France n•abandon­

nat pas la lutte at pour appeler, en France et hors 

de France , tous l es Fran9ais a continuer le combat . 

Bst-ce a dire que mes compagnons et moi nous soyons 

poses , a aucun moment, comma l e Gouvernement de la 

Frrulce? En aucune mani~re . Au contraire, nous nous 

sommes tenus et proclamas comma una autorite 

essentiellement provisoire , responsable davant l a 

future representation nationals at appliquant les 

lois de la Troisil:lrne Republique . 

Je n•atais pas un homme politique . Toute ma 

vie j •etais reste stri ctement enferme dans rna 

specialita . Quand, avant la euerre , j •essayais 

d 1i ntaresser a mas idees des hommes politiques, 

C I Stai t pour lBS aJolBDBr a reali S8r > pour 19 payS> UO 

objet mil i taire . De mene, au moment de 1• armistice 

de Vichy, c •est d•abord sous une forme militaire que 

j 'ai fait appal au pays . Mais, du fait 4.Ue des 
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elements de plus en plus monbreux ont repondu, que 
des territoires se sont joints ou ont ate joints a 
la France C!XIOO.tt.ante et que .10US etiuns toujours 
seuls a agir d•une meniere organisae , nous a.vons vu 
venir a nous des rosponsa.bilites plus l arges. Nous 
avons vu se crJer en France une sor·te de mystique dont 
nous samles le centre et !Ui unit, Jeu a peu, taus 
les elements de resistance . c •est ainsi que nous 
sorranes , par la force ues Moses , devenus une entite 
morale fr:u1qa.ise . cette reali te nous cree aes aevoirs 
que nous sentons peser lourdernent sur nous ot auxquels 
nous consiuarons que nous ne pourrions n;;us soustrai re 
sans fOrf~>.iture a 1 1 egard du pays et sans trahison 
vis-a-vis aes esperances que place on nous le peuple 
de France . 

On nous dit _ue nous n•avons pas a faire de la 
politi~ue . Si l •on entend par la qu ' i l ne nous 
apparti ent pas de prendre parti dans l es luttes rarti­
s~es de jadis ou ae dieter un jour les inst itutions 
du pays, nous n•avons nul besoin do telles recomman~ 
tions , car o• est notre principe mGme ae nous abstenir ' 
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de telles pretentions. J.!ais nous ne reculons pas 
deva.1t le mot "POliti 1ue" s • il s • 'l{ it ae rassembler, 
non point seulement quelques troupes , mais bien la 
nation !ran~aise dans la guerro, ou s 'il s ' ~it de 
traitor avec nos allies des interats de la France en 
r.~et .• e te·.1ps __ ue nous les defendons , p0ur la Fra.1ce , 

centre l •ennemi . En effet, cas intersts , qui done , 
sauf nous~nemes , pourrait l es representor? ou bien, 
faut-il que la France soit muette pour ce qui l a 
coocerne? Ou bien, faut - il que ses affaires scient 
t rai tees avec les rw.tions Uni es par las gens de Vichy 

dans l a 1.1esure et sous la forme <.J.Ue ft . Hitler juga 
convenables? Il n•est pas question de defiance de 
notre part vis- A-vis de nos allies , mais bien ctes 
trois faits suivants q,ui docti nent et commandant nos 
oersonnes: seuls des Franqais peuvent etre juges des 
intersts t·ra.,qais; le peuple franc;ais est natur~lle­
ment convaincu que , pami nos allies, .. ous parlons 
pour lui corlllle nous combat tons pour lui A leurs cotes ; 
dans leurs t:18.lheurs , los Franc;ais sent extra 1&."1ont 

sensibles a ce ~;.u ' il auv1e.1t u.e leur Enpira et toute 
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a.par~nce d 1 ~bus commis a cat ogard par un allie est 
explo1 t ar par 1• ennen1 et par Vichy d' une mani llre 
dsngereuse ~unnt au sentiMent national. 

Parce ~ua des circonstances sans precedent 
dans notre Hi stoire nous ont assigne cette tache, est­
oe A di re que nous pensions imposer A l a France un 
pouvoir personnel , cor.une quelques- uns le mun1turent 
parfois a 1' etran~er? S1 nous .Jourrissions des 
sentiments assez bas pour chorcher a esoro<J.Uer le 
peupl e franqais de sa liberte future , nous ferions 
preuve d' una ignorance singul11lre de notre propre 
peupl e. Le oeupla f ranqais est, par nature , le pl us 
oppose au pouvoir persormel . A aucun momont 11 n' eat 
ate facile de lui en imposer un . :.!ais , d8''18.in , aprlls 
! •experience odi euse ae pouvoir personnel faite par 
Peta.in grAce a l•.l. connivance des Alleno.nds et b. 
l ' ~ppression interieure, et apres la longue et dura 
contr.inte de ! •invasion , qui done aurait l 'absurdite 
C11 il~inel' qu I on pOt etablir et r.t..'lintenir, en Fra..tce. 
un pouvoir personnel? Quelques services 1U' il ait pu 
rendre dans le passe , l e reveur ,1u1 tenter..it cela 
roaliserait centro lui l •unaoinite nationals . 
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Il est, a •ailleurs , re~arqu~ole que nous ne 
soyons taxes par porsonne en France d• aspirer a la 
aictature . Je ne ft.is pas aeule .. ent allusion au f'l.it 
que des honunos tels que 1!. Jouhaux, President ao la 
confoderotion ce.~emle au 'T'rava.il , 1: . Eaouaro Herriot, 
Chef au parti raaical , l.l . Leon Blum, Chef au pa.rti 
socialists , las chefs mGr1e du pa.rti coo:mmiste , se sont 
nis A notre di sposition et nous ont fait savoir que 
nous pouvions c001pter sur eux dans notre effort, dont 
ils approu 'ent, sans reserve , la tend.ance et les buts . 
l.lais , chez nos ad.ver saires memes , non seulement coux 
de Vichy, mais aussi les Doriot et les Deat, nous 
n I I).VOnS StEJ 0 b. allCUll ffi0Jnellt , llCCUSElS de ViSOr a la 
aictature . Ils nous reprochent d • Gtre des r1ercena1res 
A la soldo aos M1ocmties . Ils ne .1ous ont jal'lais 
r~proche uo vouloir instaurer en France un pouvoir 
perso.mel et anti- uemocratLiue . 

Je rno pennots ae vous diro , ::onshru.r le Prosident, 
que aans cette guerre i.!"Jnert.>e qui exi..,e la cooper·.tion 
et l ' uni on de t out ce qui lutte contra l os memes 
ennemis , la s3gesse et la justice imposent que la 



-11-

France combatLDZlte soi t reellenent et puissa'1ment 

ai dee . Or, indo onda:nment de 1• al.Jllui rnor~l et 

materiel que las allies peuvent nous doimer•, et sans 

que nous demem.lions aucunement a etra reconnus comma 

le GJuvernement de la France, nous estimons necessaire 

d•etre abox~es chaque fois qu 'il s ' aeit soit aes 

interets get.eraux de l a. France, soit de la. participa­

tion fran<;aise a la .;uerre I soi t de l ' D.Ql'.,inistration 

des territoir~s fran<;ais que le developpement ae la 

guerra net uraouolhrnont en mesure de reprenare le 

combat et qui n•ont pu se rallier spontanement a nous . 

votre non et votre personae ont, en France , un 

prestige immense et inconteste. La France sait qu •elle 

peut compte r sur votra ru .i tie . 'fais enfin , aans votre 

dialogue avec e!le, qui peut etre votre interlocuteur? 

ist-ce la Fl'ance d' hier? Les hoomes -J.Ui en l'urent les 

plus representatil's me font t.ire qu ' ils sa confondent 

avec nous . J::st-ce la Frauce de Vichy'? Pout-etre 

pensez-vous que ses Chefs pourraient, u.n 

reprendro les amos b. nos cotes . Halas! 

jour, 

je ne le 

cr.;is pas . rt .... is, on aur;~etta.1t -1ue cela fat possible , 
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11 existe actuall~nent ~1e cert1tuue , c•est ~u ' ils 

collaborent avec .fiitlar. Dans vas dialogues avec eux, 
11 y a toujours ce tiers pr~sent. Est- ce la France 
de de.nain? Comm;;nt savoir ou ella resiae tont <fU ' ella 
n • aura pas uesigne ses chefls par une Assemble a libre­
ment const1tuee? En attendant, ne taut- 11 pas tiUe la 
nation frooc;aise dit, cepenv.ant, la preuve lJ.U ' elle n•a 
pas ~ui tta la camp des allies et qu ' ella y est 
;>oliti .u~> .ent [lrese.Jte, ccnne ello 1' est, malgre 
tout et par nous , lnllitair~ant ot territorialenent'? 

On me dit QUe uos persormes de votr e entouraee 
cra.1naraie.Jt .u ' en reco.aJaissru.t notra existence vous 
COl:ipi'Orlettiez la possibili te <j.UO certains ele.nunts , 
uotamment milit.a.ires , qui uependent actuollement du 
Gouvemel.lont ae Vic!'JY, rvntraot bientot dans la 
guerra . Ma:i.S , croyez-vous que co s..~ii:. en ignor....Jt 
las Franc;ais 1..1ui combattant, en los laissant se 
UGCOUragOr UD.l S l 1 iSOl6119nt <tUO VOUS attirerez les 
autres d31:s le coobat? D' autre part , 'luel u .... ager 
comportero.it, pour la France , lo fait que ses allies 
provo 1ueraio'lt sa l)ropre ai vision en favor'isant la 
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fonnation de plusieurs tronQons l'ivaux, los uns 
neutralises avec 1' accoru des allies eux-r:tG~.1os , los 
autres lut~..&Jt disJerses .JOur la. ~.e 1e patrie \ E.Jfin, 
plus de deux ans ae cruelles ex;,Jeriences n• ,,1t-ils pas 
!llOntre ·1ue tout elerne.~t •lli se seoare de Vichy est 
e. a, .~ , so it a r"joinure la France ca:tbattante , soit A 
fi"'urer indi viuuelle;:nunt cc:::rne isola sans iml)Orta.Jce? 
Le peuple 1'r<J.1Q'!.is , ua.ns sa si tu'1.tion terrible voi t 
natur·elhneut tras si. . .Jle; . Pour lui , il I• ' :, a de choix 
... u ' entre le conba.t et lo. capi tulati0;1 . Pour lui , le 
cornuo.t c 1 est naturelloment la France combattante et 
son instinct exi.;e la concentr~l.ion a.utour ue ceux a.:... 
las .uel s il voit l e s;ymbole mer.1e c..e son enort. C 1 est 
1~. d 1 ai lleur3 , la raison profonue c1ui, malgra las 
difficul .es incroyablus lU.Li s les .u<Jlles la FI'""1ce 
COl,b'l.tt:ll'lte vit et lutto depuis Jlus de deux ans , a 
rna.intenu ot o.ccru sa cohesion. 

;;~:.l~re la ca:;>itulation ut 1 1 ':l.rmistico , la France 
g ..rue , da.1s le "Jonae , ill1e puissa11ce .u 1 il n•est pas 
possibl e ue .e~;.liger . Il S 1a.<Jit do savoi r conunont 
~;lle retuurnul' au co: tbat dans l o camp des nations 



SOil J.;;XCe llence 

-14-

unies er stl.llvegl.!·d~,t b. la fois s~ sensibilite at 
son un1 td . Pll.r> 11 les probHlmes ue la tuerre , cel ui­
lA est 1 1 un aes plus 1.':1 ·ort.ar.ts. c 1 est 1 OUP-!Uoi jo 
vous ae 11l1lue u 1 uccepto1' 11 i ueo <l 1 w1 exaJ1on general 
et airuct ues rel .• t.ions ~;ntre les Et.ats-Unis et la 
France ca-lbat~Jte . ..:ue.Llo '-iue doi ve otro l a l'or.Jo 
U1 un XU'Oil eX<'lT1~Jn , jc. no cr.:>is oas .. ,.u'il :; ait uno 
mtre IMi~re <1 1 n.boroer .t'ra.nch~ .ar.t Wl probHt .& CiO!lt 
je sens profonct-:111ont quo , aans l 1 1nterot de la coose 
sacree pour laquelle .1ous coobattons, il aoit ttre 
resolu. 

Je vuus prie c.e bien vouloir agr.Ser, '!..lnsiour 
lb P .-6s1uent, les assurances ae .a ha.utv cons1uerat1o1 .. 

!.Ionsieur Franl<lin D. Hoosevelt~ 
Presiaent ues t:tats-unis d 1 Allori .ue . 
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TRANsLATION OF LETTER or OCTOBER & 1g42 
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT BI GENERAL DE GAULLE. 

OtntrtJ ~ Gaulle 

Mr. President: 

f Carl ton Gardene, s.w .1 
lfbJ. tehall 6444 

October &, 19•2. 

Mr . Andre Ph1l1p will Mnd th1e letter to 7ou. He 

will g1Te to JOU an acoount ot the eituation ae it waa 

in France a t the t1ae he lett th.at countrJ. I take th1e 

opportunitJ to add eoaeth1ng to the report• Which he will 

giTe 70u with regard to the deTelopaent or the groupe or 

French r eeietanoe and their ooheaion, and aleo, in a 

general W&J, with regard to the state or mind ot the 

oountr7. 

You are familiar with the moral and political eTolu­

tion ot Franoe in the period einoe 1918 . You know that 

France came out ot the laet war, in .n1ch ehe bore the 

heaTieet burden, coapletelr exhaueted. The countr1 telt 

deeplJ that the reeultant etate ot relatiTI interioritr 

expoeed it to a graTe danger. Franoe bel1ned in the 

neoeeeitJ ot allied cooperation in order to counteract 

that interioritJ and to create an equilibrium ot power. 

You will reaeaber i n what circumatanoee that coopera­

tion tailed to aaterialize . It wae, in tact, principally 

the 



the unoertaintr With which France vae taoed ae to the 
aaount or real aupport which abe atght be able t o count 
on againat the recent and the future enear vbioh oauaed 
the V&Yering poliCJ and bad atrategy wbiob were reeponaibla 

for our defeat. The aietakee in internal poliOJ, the 
factional ditterenoee, and the abueee vbioh thwarted the 

operation of our 1netitut1one, are onlJ aooeaeorr taotore 
to thie aain tact . 

A Y&nquiahed France therefore wae deeplJ eeneit1Ye 

to the huatliation vhioh abe had suffered and to the in-
Juat1oe of the fate to vhioh abe had been aubJeoted. For 
thia reaeon it ia neoeaearr that before the end or the 
present war France ehould resume her plaoe ae a combatant, 
and that aeanvbile abe should not baYe the iapreuion that 
at anr tiae abe baa been ent1relr abandoned. She auet 

feel tha t abe is one of the oountr1ea contributing to 
the Yiotorr. '!'hie ie 1aportant during the war and eaaenti&l 
for the poet-war period. 

It France, liberated by the Yiotory of the deaooraoiee, 

ehould feel hereelt to be a deteat~d nation, there ie good 
reaeon to tear that her b1tterneae, her hua1liation, her . 
factional ditferencee, tar fro• leading her toward the 
de.ooraoiee, would giYe an iapetue toward giY1ng war to 
other intluenoea. You Will eurelr see what I baYe in aind •• • 

Th1a il no 1aag1nary danger, eince the eooial atruoture of 

our 
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oountr7 Will ha•e been ehattered,more or lett, bJ po•ertJ 

and ene111 exploitation. I thou1d Uie t o add that the 

hatred toward the Geraan, nov •er1 .tolent beoauee the 

German it preeent and the matter, Will abate to a great 

degree when t he German it abeent and defeated. We experi­

enced that already, atter 1918. In an7 oaee, wh&te•er 

a&J be the eource or 1nep1ration accepted b7 a France 

thruet into a r e•olutionarJ situation, European reeonetruo­

t1on and e•en the organization or world peace Will be 

dangerouelJ preJudiced (tau••' ) therebJ. The .tctor7, 

therefore, auet reconcile France With hereelt and With her 

tr1ende, which Will not be poea1blt unlett ehe oan partici­

pate in the •iotcry. 

For theee reaeon•, it the errort or the Fighting 

French it to be l1a1tld to increasing b7 eoae battalion• 

the r oroe• i n the oauee or liberty, or ••en to rallJiDg a 

part or the French emp1rl, th1e errort wou1d be 1n 1teelt 

alaoet negligible 1n •iev or the •••ential problem, vh1oh 

1e to put France , as an ent1tJ, again into the war. 

You a&J aek ae, tlby ha•e you taken on th1e taelt, and 

bJ what author1tJ? 

It 11 true that at the t1ae or the VichJ arai1t1oe 

I round •J•tlr in an extraordinary eituation. Ae a aember 

or the laet regular and independent Go•ernaent or thl 

Third 

• 



Third Republic I took a etrong poeition tor keeping 

J'ranoe in the war. The Goverllllent which o1111e into 

power in the hour or the nation 'a deepair and pan1o, 

however, gave the order to v1thdrav. The elected 

repreeentativee, the agente or the Government, the 

Preaidenta or the Cbambera, either reeigned or remained 
eilent, whether the1 vere in France or abroad. It the 
President or the Republic , or the Parliament and ite 

leadere, had called on the oountr1 to continue the 

struggle, I ehould not have thought or appealing to 

the countr1 or epeaking in ita naae. But the1 did not 
do it . No one elae oame torvard vho might have bad the 
support or any group or or any Frenoh terr1tor7. There 
vere political leadere and ailitar1 aen or oone1derable 
importance who at one time or another vere tree to apeak 
or to aot, in North Atrioa, tor example. Hot onoe did 
they ehov either the conviction or the faith in their 
mandate vh1oh would have bean neoeeaar1 tor oont1nu1ng 

the var. There 1e no doubt that ve were taoed v1th the 
complete failure ot our leading olaeeee. The French 

people 
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people aoreo•er did not tail to draw the oonolua1on. 

Whate•er the o1roumatanoea may ha•e been, I wae alone. 

Ought I to ha•e kept silent? 

Tbue I began the aot1~ty Y.nioh aeemed neoeeeary 

to make aure that Franoe ehould not g1•e up, and that 

all Frenohllen, at home or abroad, abould be oalled to 

oont1nue the atruggle. In no aenae ia thia to be taken 

to aean that I or ay oolleaguea ever presented oureel•e• 

aa the Oonrl\llent ot Franoe. On the oontrar:r we 

proolaiaed our poe1t1on a a an authority eeeent1ally 

pro•iaional, responsible to the future national 

autbor1t1ea, and administering the lawe or the Third 

Republ1o • 

I waa 
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I waa not a political leader . All my lite I had 

kept strictly within my professi on. It is true that 

before the war I had tried t o interest the political 

leaders ln some or my ideas, but it was only to bring to 

realization some military project tor the benefit or the 

country. Likewise at the time of the Vichy armls t ice it 

wae primarily along military lines that I appealed to the 

country. When we observed, however, tha t larger and 

l arger groupe renponded, that whole territories adhered 

or were Joined to the Fighting French, and that we alone 

were in a position to act with any form or organization, 

we eaw that larger responsibilities had fallen to us . We 

have seen in France the growth or a sort or mystical 

conception directed toward us, and bit by bit uniting all 

the elements or resistance . Thus we have become, by 

rorce ot circumstance, a French moral entity. This has 

created tor us duties tor which we reel deeply responsible 

and which we could not avoid without betraying the respect 

ot t he country and the hopes placed in us by the French 

people . 

We are told that we ahould not engage in political 

activity. It this means that we ought not to take up the 

former party controveralee or dictata the rorm or govern­

ment or the oountry, we need no euch advice, because ae a 

matter or principle we abs tain from any such pretenaiona, 

But we do not hseitate before the word •politics• it it 

means 
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••an• to relly not only a rev troop• but the vhole French 

nation in the var, or if it meane t o deal vlth our Alliee 

on mattere oonoernlng the intereete or France at the eaae 

tl•e that ve defend those intereete against the enemy. 

Who, exoept ouraelvee, could repreeent those interee\e? 

Or ehould France remain eilent in matters conoerning her 

affaire? Or ehould these affair s be discueeed vith the 

United Nations by the Vichy people in the manner and form 

that Hitler may Judge appropriate? It ie not a question 

or our self-assertion toward our Allise but oonelderatlon 

ot the three following taotor e vhlch has determined our 

attitude: Only Frenchmen oan be the Judge or their 

national interests; the French people are convinced t hat 

vhen treating vith the Allies ve speak for the nation Just 

ae ve tight tor ita int ereets at the aide or our Allies; 

in their aietortunes the French people have becoae extremely 

eeneitive to the rate or their eaplre, and any appearance 

or abuse or these intereets on the part or any ally ie 

exploited by the ene•y and by Vichy in a manner dangerous 

to the national seneibllltles. 

Since oircumstancee unprecedented in our history have 

gi•en ue thle taek, can ve think or impoeing upon France 

some regime or personal pover , •• aoae people, ohietly 

abroad, are euggeeting? To ha•e euoh Yile reelinge ae to 

van t to cheat the French people or their future liberty 

vould 
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would be to prove our complete ignorance of our own people , 

The French nation is i n character the moat deeply oppoaed 

to a regime or personal power. It has never been easy to 

impose such power, bu t now, after t he odious experience 

of the personal regime or Petain which has been possible 

because of the connivance of t he Germane and because or the 

· oppreeaione in the administration, and after the ·long e.nd 

heavy burden of the invasion, who would be absurd enough to 

imagine tha t he could establish and maintain a regime of 

personal power in France? The dreamer who would try that, 

whatever services he may have rendered to the country 1n 

the past, would find the whole nation ranged against him , 

It is worth noting, moreover, that no one 1n France 

has accused us or aspiring to dictatorship . Let me refer 

to the fact tha t men like Mr, Jouhaux, President of the 

General Federation of Labor, Mr. Edouard Herriot, Leader 

of the Radical Party, Mr. Leon Blum, Leader of the Socialist 

Party, even the leaders of t he Communist Party, have pl aced 

themselves at our diapoe1tion, and have informed us that 

we can count on them 1n our work, of which they unreservedly 

approve both the direction and the alms. Evan among our 

adversarise , not only the Vichy people but also those like 

Doriot and D&at, there has been no one to accuse us of 

wanting a d1otatorehip. They reproach ue with being 

mereenariee 
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mercenaries paid by the democracies, but t hey have never 

reproached us with trying to eet up a personal and anti­

democratic power in France , 

Let me say, Mr. President, that in th1a immense war 

which demands the cooperation and unity of every element 

fighting against the eame enemiee, wisdom and justice 

demand that the Fighting French receive real and powerful ald. 

But apart from the moral and material eupport wh1oh the 

Allies can g1ve ue, and without demanding that we be recog­

nized as the Government of France, we consider that it is 

necessary that we be consulted (abord&) each t1me there ie 

question either of the general intereste or France, or of 

French participation in the war, or of the administration 

of those French terr1tor1ee which the developments or the 

war may gradually place in a position where they can again 

take part in 1t , - territories which have not been able 

spontaneously to join with us , 

Your name and your personality have an enormous 

prestige in France, France knows that she can count on 

your friendship, But in your conversations with France, 

with whom can you speak' Ia it the France or yesterday? 

The men who were the moat representative authorize me to 

say that they are with ua , I s lt the France of Vichy' 

Perhapo you think that lte leaders migh t some day take up 

arne 
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arae at our aide . I regret to eay I cannot belieYe it; 

but it eucha thing vera poeeible, omtb1ng ie certain­

tod&J they are collaborating Vith Hitler, and in your 

conYereationa vith them he ia alvaya present as a third 

party. Ia it the France or tomorrow1 Hov can ve knov 

vnat that ie, until the leaders can be ohoeen by a freely 

oonetituted aeeemblyt Meanvbile baa not the French nation 

proYed that it hae not deeerted the camp or the Alliee, 

and that the nation ie politically carrying on, in epite 

or eYeryth1ng, through the agency or our organization, 

both in a allitary and in a territorial aeneet 

I haYe been told that persona vbo h&Ye aoceae to 

you (de Yotre entourage) may be rearrul leet in reoogniz1ng 

our existence one would prejudice the chances that certain 

elements, particularly or a ailitary character, nov 

attached to the Vichy Oovernaent, aight again take part 

in the war. But do you belieYe that by ignoring thoee 

Frenchmen vbo are t1ght1ng, and by leartng them in a 

diecouraging ieolation, you vould attract other• tor var 

aerrtcet Think or the riek to France, on the other 

hand, in the tact that her allies eeem to be promoting 

the disintegration or the country by taYoring the forma­

tion or eeYaral riYal taotiona, eome or them neutralized 

by 
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by agreeaen~ with the Allies themeelvea, and o~here 

~rying to fight eeparately, but for ~he eaae oauee . 

After all, have not the two years of bitter experience 

demonstrated that every element which eeparated iteelf 

from Vichy either found ita way to the Fighting French 

or, if left apart, remained in ineffec~ual ieclation? 

In the tragic eituatton in which the French people have 

been placed they eee th1nge very eimply. They eee that 

their only choice ie between war and capitulation. If 

the choice ie to be war, then it meane naturally the 

Fighting French, and the national inetinct ralliee them 

around thoee in whom they aee the eyabol of their war 

effort. In thie ve have the real explanation of the tact 

that in epite of the extreae diffi cultiee under whi ch 

the Fighting French have kept going in the laet two years, 

t hey have held f ae t and gained in eolidarity. 

Motvtthetanding the capitulation and the aratetice, 

France etill repreeente a power in the world which auet 

not be ignored. Ve aue~ find a way for her ~o return ae 

a participant in the war along with the United Na~ione 

vbile preeerving bo~h her eueceptibilitiee and her uni~y . 

Tbie is one of the moa t important probleme of the war, 

aM 



-Jc-.. 

-12-

and 1t 11 for tbie reaeon that I aek 7ou to agree t o 
undertake a general and direot exaaination of tbe re­
latione between the United Statee and the fighting french. 
VbateYer aa7 be the procedure to th1e end, I belieYe 
there 1e no other -7 of approaching v1 th ooaplete open­
nee a of aind a problem for vhiob I feel With deep 
conY1ction, becauee of the eacred oauae for which we are 
fighting, there muet be found a eolution. 

Accept, Mr. Preeident, the aeeurancee of •1 
h1gb oone1deration. 

811 £xoelleno7, 

franklin Delano RooeeYelt, 

President of the United State• of America. 
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Oc\.Ober 9 , l942 

II~Ol"!lndum for The Pr .. idlnft ' 1 

FrOill tha Ch,.iru"'n of the Aaleric>•n Red Cross 

Attached 1s a eonfidenU.U. u110randwa con­
corning llnti-Jewlah 11eaew-ea i n occupied trance 
which , I Am 8lL""8, • ill be or interest to you in 
csl!e you h!lve not alraed,t recahad lnfor.ation 
on the 8\lbject. 

7he source or tble info,..tlon 1a wall .mo>m 
to us .ttnd is ' ••ry 8UJMr1or pt'raon .. 



~~uvwra: 
1, Ru. Beauvau 

llarodlle 

To: llr . Spllrrow 

Fro• • M:• . Boll 

THE t..ll:!HCAN R:::D CHOSS 
IN Fli411CE 

Meaorandua 

llaroolUo 

AU<.>u1t 7, 1942 - J : OO pa 

Moll• do Hur~do, Directrlce du Service Soc1~1 do la So1no, 6 rue de Borri, Puio, esll<Od today to clvo 70u a report on tho latoot roundlnc up of the foreign Jewo in Paris . 

Tbia rloH -.ao at tho roqu.st or 111M Gillot, willl whoa lloUo de Hurta~o ia aoooci~tod since oho also works with tho French Red Cro•• and as you will note , b•s hor office ~t tho •••• addroao •• Mao Gillot. 

Mollo do Hurtado ' s vorbol accuunt or this affair oras n>Ost vivid - cover­in~ prin~ipal~ tho follooin~ points : -

SoJI• lS , OOO "omen 'Lnd. childron havo eo far boon taken, plua &bout. ~ ,CX>O aen . Tho .... u proportion of MD ia accountoJ for by tl:o r,ct that they bad boon proviOUlllT ta.:en or bad !led . 

Aa thooy were rounde..t up th..-; wo·e cont.rslhed in the circus or tno VolodrOJ<o d'Kinr, where as Mf1Y ao 8,000 were aes011bled tor ae long aa 7 doys under 11oat odvoroo conditions - oo boddint or other facUitt•s other th., otnow to ol•ep on ..00 iMJ•1uato """itAry J.C"Ovisions . 

Fro<a this point they were pl>lced in CIU'J>S where as ""'IIY "" 4 ,500 ban been crowdoJ into c~p• ord1n•r!.l,i oee.,.,.odatinc 1 , 500. Hero ~pin tho n ·• terrible conditions exls~, tho on1T t.bin,; v•ovided beinj! str~w fo:· sleeping. 
Cblldren over two y~&rs of ago, ~ up to abou~ l2 , aro tel<on fro• the parente and placed in aepara to camps . 

Tho pllronte aro tel<on froo t.bo C!llllpl and b~rdod into frolibt cuo - 42 to each car - and eont to an unknown deatlnation in Cermwv. Thoy aro lock~ in the cus for the duuUon of tbe veyago of throe d3.f• end n1B)>ta . The)' are acc011ponioJ by children ot aso 1) and above . Cirls an:! beyo or 15 and 16 picked up are sent Alon8 witbou~ their porents . 

Yiit.b t.be children ovor 2 roMinlng in campo in Ji'r&nce , one Jewish '""""" for 8ach 15 chUdr on remains to c&re for thea . 

Thon pic<od up these people baJ no time to praPftro their &!f~tirs or to carry with thon the nooossuy tollotte &rticles . 

:;:o.orything 1e tel<en from thalli down to P"rson'll ite11s including wedding rings . Al•o littl~ iteu th'\t alght be uood in ouv wq .,; •eapona, aueh u ne •dles, alrror•, etc. 

All tho work or rounding up hill been dono by Froncb Police. Tho Geruna appnr onl7 in tho backez'OW'd in ciYULo.n dreos watohlD£ t.ho procoedinco . 
lloey of tho l"rooch police have atte.pted to rea11D but thotr resicD&tlon ho'fO boon refused and th"7 oro torcod to continuB wHh tho unpleasant work . 
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At tho frol.&ht c•r• tho C..-.n authorltloo take owr anJ tholr troatoent boe..-.o wor.. . Iloilo do Hlll"l.ado cited an incl..lont bore. A l'ron•b Red Cro•o worl<er 
''t'HipW to J11lll a Ju.a ot •"t"r to lhoee in one ot the was;on1. Thl.a Wl\8 J8r1Ctd 1"r0111 hRr hu\da by a Gern~tn officer and thrown aWt;;f with tho rtlll,rk "'''hilt. .... ro you 
try lng to do tor tbeoo do&• . • 

All t~e p:-oeoodlnco n•vo bo n undort.ak•n with &D obvloua laclc of pi"IJ'I'Ta­
tlon .nd ortonl•~tioo. 

Tho l'ronch Re.l Cro•• hAvo boon doing overyt .. ~.n& tl••:r oould to provide .oe-llc•l auiot.nce and &11)' oooofort artlcloo for tho vict.inlo ~"'eng which •ro incl\XIod 
tho ill, tho Ytr:r youne ~nd tho very old . Tbla ••llo~neo 11 tntlrol,y unorricial -th"Y are for tho aoot P">rAltted to contli"IUo but hue boon r•~uoated by tho p:-o!ot for tho S.ino not to • oar the Rod Cro<ll insipia. They, therefore, appMr In their 
unifo,..• •ltbout tho lnal,rnla . 

Tho Seooura Natlon•l ls providing oomo food nnd ailk. 

Tho qu .. tioo na asked o! Kolle Eurl.alo aa to •bet prepoor•tloo ll•d been 
aado to properl,y idontl!:r tho children taken tro~~ tho puente in tho aoticl~tlon ot tboir rojoi~ine the faa1l1oa at - !utlll"O date. Tho annor woa tMt ..,.. ottAiipt 
no boln' Mdo by tho pollee, and doo by tho Frooch Red Cro o, but tMt tho ontlro •8tter W88 in A ltate Of Chaos. 

Ao to the futuro of thooo cblldron, nothln& of!ic1al la knoon but t•o 
etoriea Mve ao fflr been adY&need : 

1) Th"7 Ylll rojoio their J'l'ronts later. 

2) Thoy will roMln in Fr /U\oe to bo ovontu.oll,y aooptad by French 
Jewish faailloo . 

ln ropl,y to a )uootioo aa to the dosti.utloo o.n:l pw-poao o~ sondinc the 
parents to Cor•ey , abo .,.. unable to Curnloh o •olutloo. It .. , •-•ted lba t poosibl,y 1t ••• to suppl,y workers. llollo do Murt.aJo doubted thia oinoe tho aubjoct;; 
include all aae• in Vllrloua states or hO>lth and the lldjor1ty or thom would be uao-1••• for th11 purpose. 

Tho vlctaa inclwo tno CorAn, Pollab and Runion Jowa. Tho"* Cr .. 
HUOC!ary o.nd Rowo•ni' hA .. ao far been oparod . 

lolello de Burt.o.do 011.\d th't atorioa of fa•ilY <1\rlotdas nn<l cblldnn being thrown frCMn windows to their death, !U\J otb.er eenastlon·U etoriee have been e.xasger&tr­ed . SUch things bAve happened but were not nea.rl,y •• com.on •• these at.orlea would 
bOYo you bollan. 

Navortbeloaa, aho laid th•t it .... torrl.l>le onou.;h wltl<>ut Ul th aanaa­
t1o~.lla•, ~nd th•l the whole affair ••• lndoaoribobl;r brutal ond unbeliovablt in tbts prooont da;r . Sho b.e worked uonc tbeso people for 00100 tiJIIO , pointed out 
thalr Caulta lo ..... ttor or C&ct wa;r' an<! did not •••• to bt an OliiOtiono.l person, 
but her atory """ told at ttaoa with effort &a abo fO\Ii!lt baclc t.ho loo.ra . 

/a/ Lealie C. Boll 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

..-:--:..; --f~·--1 ( .. 

October 27, 1942 

~!y dear Mr. President: 

Honsieur Andr\4 Philip, who recently tled tram Fra ncd 

to become a member ot General de Gaulle's National Com-

mittee 1n London, bas recently arrived in Washington. 

Monsieur Philip tells me that he has had the oppor­

tunity ot t alking with you t n past years and, it t hat 1& 

correct, you know hie background. 

He was brought to see me by Hons1eur Adr1en Tixier, 

r epre sentative in this country ot General de Gaulle, and 

I have bad two long· and inter esting conversations with 

him. 

He has banded me a letter address ed to you by Gen- en 
era l de Gaulle which I am transmitt i ng to you herewith, 

together with a copy or a translation made tor the tiles 

ot the Department. 

Monsieur Philip has asked i t you will receive him, 

and I have told him that I would transmit hie request 

The President, 

The White House . 

' 
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to you. Will you let me know what your wishes may be? 

It you decide to see him, may I have an opportunity 

or t alking with you before you receive Monsieur Philip? 

Believe me 

Eno. 

J 



{TRANSLATION) 

DELEOATION OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
IN THE UNITED STATES 

-

Washington, D.C . 

October 31 , 1942 . -
Mr. MinUter: 

I have the nonor to forward to you herewith, on behalf 
ot Mr. Andre Philip, two letters addressed to President 
Roosevelt by the chiefs of the two principal organizations 
ot French internal resistance : "Liberation• and •combat•. 
I should be very grateful to you if you would be good enough 
to transmit these two letters to Pres1den~ Roosevelt , 

Please accept {etc.) 

A. TIXIER 

The Honorable Sumner ll'elles, 
Under Secretary ot State, 

Department of State, 
Washington , D. O. 

DIOLASSIUIIIn ~. ~· "'lJ 
S""" r ... • l"'~ 't ... ~ TR :AVA:DVA 

APR 101973 
o j P,;( · &.>1.8'----



(TRANSLATION) 

October 7 , 1942. 

Mr. President : 

Whatever may be t he value or the reports which reach 
the State Department concerning public opinion in France, 
t hey are necessarily incomplete and fragmentary. Collected 
most often by member s or the diplomatic corps, they are 
only the reflecti on or but a part or the nation, and in 
the present state or affaire in France, or the part which 
can leoet claim to represent it . 

The evol ution or mentali ties is now eo rapid, the 
currents or opinion subj ect t o influence which are some­
times eo subtle, that there ie danger of their not being 
compl etely understood by foreign observers , 

A& f or t wo years I have been cl osely associated ':11th 
the i nner life or the nation and a s, i n order to organ1~e 
resistance in France, I have approached all social classes, 
all political parties, it has seemed t o me necessary, for 

a better underetanding in American circles , t o outline for 
you a sketch of t he evol ution in mentality as it appears 
to me. My chief concern in writing t his letter will be 
to r emain most strictly obj ective . 

It ie impossible t o understand t he present situation 
and t he will of tbe French nation without going back to 
the events or J une 1940 , 

I n 
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In a few weeks, for·t1fioat1ona which people had 

learned to consider impregnable were pierced or turned, 

the army which it considered invincible wae reduced to 

surrender, three-fif t ba or the country occupied by t he 

enemy. An unprecedented calamity in our h1atory t ell 

upon a people in no way pr epared tor it. This fright ful 

catastrophe gave a terr ible blow to the vary great majority 

ot the French and plunged them into a state or psychologi­

cal die t ress, or mental lethargy which made it impossible 

tor them at the time t o measure either the tragic m1etake 

of the Armistice or the real political significance of the 

change in Gover=ent . 

Marshal Petain, t he new Chief of State, crowned by 

all hie past military gl ory, whose poli tical views were 

known to only a small number of 1ni tiatiea, bad the advant­

age or huge popularity with all classes or t he nation. For 

pr oof, I need only the manifestati ons or a delerioue popu­

l ar enthusiasm which marked his first viaita to the large 

French o1tiee . 

In the confusion of minde and of men, the people threw 

the responsibility for t nei r miefortune on their for mer 

political leaders . They gave their absolute confidence t o 

one whose past should be a guarantee of hie future attitude. 

They believed him the beat qualified to get the moat out of a 

gravely 
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gravely compromised situation, 

At this time, the attitude taken by General de Gaulle 

seemed to the majority only a proof or exceptional courage, 

but without military or political eign1f1oanoe. 

Alec, as a whole, and paradoxical as i t may appear, 

the people were at one and the same time 1Petin1ete1 and 
1 Gaulliete1 , They hoped and believed t hat the action of 

General de Gaulle outside the nati onal ter ritory and that 

or the Marshal within the mother country would converge 

and that t he two would be directed against Germany, with 

respect to which their f eelings had not changed, So it 

ie that the Legion dee Combattant& was, upon ita inst i­

t ution, considered by many os a sort of black Reichewebr, 

a camouflaged semi-military formation, which would still 

have its rOle to play 1n the war. 

It vas t he incidents at Mere-el-!ebir which, for the 

first time, s howed the French people the antagonism between 

the Marshal's poli cy and that or General de Gaul le . It 

must , furtnermore, be recogni~ed , that at that period, the 

prestige or t he Chief or State wae so great that, on that 

occasion, the population as a whole condemned the British 

action. 

These, however , were t oe incidents which gradually l ed 

to the separati on or the na t i on into two blocs: tbe first, 

and 



- 4-

and at the time the lees important, for which everytning 

ie good provided that it ie directed against Germany; and 

the second, tor whlch a dherence and obedience to the Mar­

shal had to be the sole watchword . 

It is f rom t his moment that there may be dated what 

may be called a 1Petainiem for action• , that is, the group-

ing in numerous formations of rrencblllen who did not on1y 

line up behind tne Marshal, but who further took it ae their 

task to fight all those who did not adopt their atti t ude. 

From t his moment, French spiritual unity was shaken; 

the bourgeoisie as a wnole entered the Marebal 1 • ranks, 

wnile the popular classea began to manifest an inetinct1ve 

aversion for them , 

The MONTOIRE interview in Octooer 1940, the announce­

ment by the Marshal himself or the policy of coll aboration 

with Germany, caueed in any case complete stupefaction and, 

often great indignation , The majority of the country, 

whether or not grouped behind the Marshal, had remained 

anti-German; as a consequence, they were anti-collabora­

tionist . But wnile the opponents saw in th1e change the 

beginning of a policy of criminal surrender, the otners 

wished to see therein only an adroit manuever by which 

the Marshal would •ease out• the Germane , They recalled 

on that occaeion his words: 1 Ronor ool1gea us to under-

take 
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take nothing against our former Allies . • 

Taie part or public opinion seeMed to receive con­

firmation or its interpretation wnen, on December 13 , 1940, 

Mr. Laval , known tor hie eympnt hiee with ths German authori­

ties, was turned out of the Government . The Marshal ' s popu­

larity, by tbat time threatened, returned t o its full 

strength; at that precise moment, he had the nation behind 

him, 

Laval ' s departure, added to a relative contradiction 

between the Government's wor ds and actions, reinforced 

the thesis of the famous douole play, The Marshal became 

in the eyes of a part of pub~ic opinion a new Stresemann, 

whose dupes were the Germane . Belief in this myth of the 

douole play pushed strong roots to the depths of the nation 

and even to this ~ay it has rare, but i ncurable, adherents. 

It 1s true tnat those who, wnetner sincerely or not, were 

attached t o 1t, found in 1t both the explanation and the 

excuse tor their passivity. 

The events wnich followed succeeded one after another 

in undermining in the country the myth or the douole play, 

Gaullism, in which the people, and particularly those i n 

the occupied zone , recognized a rare moral courage, was 

coarsely attacked by official propaganda, its leaders 

condemned to deatn and tneir property seized . The English, 

whom 
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whom France persisted in considering its allies, were daily 

attacked and calumniated by an unrestrained press . All 

undertakings of the Axis powers were favored and those of 

the Allies hindered. The oession of Indo- China to Japan, 

the Syrian affair, the supplying of Rommel's army in Cyren­

aica, the operation of our fac•oriee for the benefit of the 

Reich, were stigmatized by opinion as crimes against t he 

Frencn nation. 

It was clearly evident that if the hidden intentione 

of the Government were pure (though there was nothing to 

allow such an aRsertion), its act ions were equivalent to 

constant surrenders, to most serious r enunciations . Its 

weakness v1s-~-vis German demands daily t ook France far­

ther along the road of capitulat i ons and dishonor. An 

increasing number of Frenchmen then drew away from the 

Marshal. 

It W8 s then that be began to be attacked, no longer 

only in his policy, but even in his person. People began 

secretly to recall his past errors, his opinion as to the 

uselessness of the rortificstions Just at the point where 

the Germans had pi erced them, his vi ews as to the slight 

efficacy of avia t ion in the war to come , hie thorough-going 

pessimism illustrated by hie wish to request an armistice 

in March 1918. 

In 
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In parallel fashion , General de Gaulle ' s prestige 

increased in proporti on as t he growing length of t he war 

made it possible to consider the Armistice as a criminal 

mistake . The refuse.l of the leader of t he Free French 

Forces to submit to the "inevitable" was no longer con­

sidered merely as a courageous act of high morel worth, 

but also as the proof of great political and strategic 

clear-eightedneee , 

The working class was the first intuitively to under­

stand the still confused aspects of the problem and to 

range itself in an i ncreasingly refractory opposition, 

while the bourgeois class as a wnole, from sentiment even 

more than from reason, retained its confidence in the 

Marshal , 

The people needs to place its hope and its faith in 

a man, I f you, Mr. President, for America, Mr. Churchi ll 

for Great Bri"ta1n, and Mr. Stalin for the USSR, symbolhe 

the will to fight of your great countries, t he Marshal 

could no longer fill that rOle for resist ing France , That 

is when the star of General de Gaulle brightened on the 

horizon, while that of the Marshal diminished, People were 

insensibly becoming Gaulliet , 

However , the speeches of French statesmen like their 

actions, daily brought new proofs of an increasing subjection 

to 
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to Germany. It wae no longer only actions of foreign 

policy which wounded the popular will, but also those or 
domestic policy. By a phenomenon of oamoe1e wb1oh encount­
ered no obstacle but, on the contrary, ext raordinary co=­
plai aance, there was substitute~ for the regime of liberty 
to wb1onme people vera attached a regime or oppression, 
the resemblance of whloh to the Nazi regi111e could not fail 
to strike tne masses, 

First came the establishment or the 1 regime or repri­
eale1. The reactionary circles believed that tne moment 
had come to take their revenge for the days of the Popular 
Front a.nd the great fear it had caused them, In the small­
est villages, ae well ae in t he large cities, tne conduct 
of public affaire , promoted by the zeal or the Legionnaires, 
passed to the hands or s minority which, most often, did 
no t have t he confidence of the people and which, instead or 
praoticing a policy or reconciliation, strengthened past 
antagonisms . 

I t was then that the Government had a measure of its 
growing unpopularity, Following t he logical curve of its 
evolution, it defended 1teelr by instituting furt her police 
measures and redoubling a self-propaganda, measures which 
furt her heightened the bar r i er which henceforth separated 
1t froiD the nation, 

Even the domain or the spirit , tnat deares t to the 

French 
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French, waa, in ita turn, violated. Tne Hitlerian New 

Order wae landed in the preee, over the radio, in the 

eehool s . Freedom to write , freedom of opinion, freedom 
or t hought , disappeared one after the other. Anti-Semiti c 

p ersecuti ons began. Ohr1st1an consciences, enlightened 
by some eminent priests, gradual ly drew away from the 

temporal power and entered more and more int o the opposi ­

tion. 

In the economic field, contrary to the formal assur­
ances of the Chi ef of Stat e , tne omnipotence of the t ruste 

received its definitive confirmation by the creation of 

Committees or Organization . In their turn, small and 

average employers entered t he resistance . 

The word "Republic", wnlch eymoolized all the free­
dome in the nation's eyes, was stricken from the vocabu­

lary and effaced f r om the fronts of our monuments . A 

heavy atmosphere or distrust and delation wei ghed upon 

the country. Thenceforth, the opposition uni ted in ita 

r anks all social classes, all political tendencies, all 

confessions . Vicny wae thenceforth fer France only a 
docile instrument in German hands . From tnat time on, the 

p eople vowed the same hatred to tne Germsn Reich and to 
the French regime. I n public op1n1on. toe p111tary problem 
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ot the l l berat!OO Of tho territory yae iodiltOlubly l inked 

with the pol1t1gal problem or overturning the ViohY 41ota­

toreh1p and the reetor ation or @ll its freedoma, 

That i s the resaon why General de Gaul le, a military 

symbol of the will to liberation, became, without having 

eo sought , by the very force of events and t he wi ll of 

public opini on, the symbol of complete internal , a a well 

as f oreign, liberation, 

Is there any need of telling you, Mr. President , that 

the last straw waa placed with Mr. Laval's attainment of 

power! France had forgotten neither the equivocal machina­

tions of the pre-war period, nor t he circumetancea under 

which he had been dismissed, fif t een months earlier, by the 

Marshal, Hie r eturn showed in striking fashion the 1m­

potence of the Oht ef of State whose prestige, 1n the eyeo 

of the people, wae no longer ueeful except t o help German 

designs . 

Mr. Laval had the strange merit of dissipating all 

doubts: 1 1 desire a German vict ory ,• he cried on June 22, 

1942, At a stroke, he ranged in the opposition an impor­

t ant part of t he middlea classes whose eyes were then 

finally opened. 

The inhuman anti-Semitic persecuti ons, t he forced 

recruiting of labor for German ractoriea, the propaganda 

carried 
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carried on even in the very heart of the army tor enl1at­

ments in t he anti-bolshevik legion, the M8rehal 1 a congratu­

tions to Chancellor Hitler after the Dieppe raid, the piti­

less pollee reprees1one , are suff i cient evidence to prove 

that Vichy - not only by ita words, but by ita acta - 18 

givi ng i ts complete aeaietsnce to it s German masters . The 

huge majori t y or the nation disowns the Government and no 

longer dietingulehee the Chief of State f r om it. 

The noblest words and symbols have been prostituted 

in s hady equivocations . Honor, dignity, work, father land, 

flag , have become means or sacrilegi ous propaganda in t he 

hands of those who govern ue for the sake of their criminal 

designs. 

Thus, the French are no longer distinguishable by 

their attachment to the flag which the vilest claim, but 

by tte1r ettec~~ent to the color bearer. rrencc has two 

of them: Petain and de Gaulle. She has choaen de Gaulle. 

There are but two France& now: Petain 1e,whlch turnad 

traitor after having shamefully submitted, and de Gaulle's, 

which wages war. There is no longer an intermediate posi­

t i on. Such, Mr. President , is my country ' s opini on. 

I am, mys elf, a soldier whom t he drama being l ived 

by my country launched without preparation into rea1etanoe. 

The evolution which I have so briefly retraced tor you vas 

m¥ 
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my own, just ae it was that of my fel low-countrymen. I 

had no A priori preference, either for a political tendency 

or for this or that man, when in June 1940, I had to atop 

fight ing, Though I unsuccessfully tried t o continue the 

fight by Joining General de Gaul le, I nevertheless believed 

in Marshal P~tain, I believed in t he double play and I 

even believed in a real human end social nat i onal revolut i on , 

Like all ot her Frenchmen, I was cruelly disappointed, odious­

ly deceived, My t hinking is not personal ; I share in the 

great current of opini on which, l i ke a tidal wave, is sub­

merging all Frenchmen and drawing them with it. It is on 

thi~ ground that my opinion should have value and weight 

in your eyes . 

France now has unity and will . They may be defined 

thus: there is no l onger political opposition in France, 

The nre- wer parties are deed and even those who fought in 

them do not wish t o see them set up again, The miracle 

baa been accomplished. Resistance, whet her organi~ed or 

not , gathers t ogether men coming f rom all political hori­

zons, from a l l social classes, and t hey fight together 

like brothers . 

France's misfortune has remade i t a unit y . For it, 

a Government which is t he result of a coup d 'etat, tramp­

ling on its moat sacred rights, betraying its elementary 

duties 
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duties, cannot speak in i t s name , For France, Vichy ie 

Hit l er. 

All France recognizee in General de Gaulle t he symbol 

of the will to fight and t he last representative of the 

legal government of the Republic , Vichy 1e betrayal hae 

made i nseparable for Frenchmen t he pr oblem of liberation 

and that of revolut i on, General de Gaulle is t he depos itory 

of that double will, 

Only the army, perhaps, partly escapee t hat unanimous 

will. Off icers whose pa t riotic sense is not involved , but 

only t heir poli t i cal sense, share in the popular will to 

liberation, but in t he majority they have no t understood 

t he will to revolution, Enemies of the Government, t hey 

stil l remain attached to the Marshal's person, However, 

the army canno t be cons i dered, either by France or by its 

Allies, ae a foreign body in the country, ae havi ng a will 

or lte own, It cannot and must not have any will but that 

of t he nation, Any attempt which should seek either to 

withdraw i t f rom t he current of a unanimous public opinion 

or a f ortiori to est l t agaln~t such current, would be 

contrary t o elementary democratic pr 1nc1plee and would be 

doomed t o fai lure , The army cannot be a f ief ln t he 

Republ ic, Unquest ionably, doubts have been express ed ae 

to General de Gaulle's poli t ical views, Even bef ore they 

were 
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were fo~ulated , t be leader of the Fight ing trench Forces 

mad a public and solemn pr omise to surrender the authority, 

after the war, to the French people. On that account, tbe 

most reprseentative men in Republican Fr~nce, men l ike 

Mr. Herriot , Mr. Leon Blum , Mr. J ouhaux, Mr. Jeanneney , as 

well as the mo\·emente ot resistance, the present expression 

of the nation, after having signed the manifesto which the 

General pr omulgated, recogni~ed him as military and poli­

tical head and ranged themselves behind him, 

The fight ing United Nat i ons must heed the voice of 

suffering France which, tomorrow, will be fighting on their 

side. This voice is t he voice or General de Gaulle . Such 

is the will of the French nation, The material and moral 

interests of France must be defended ; they will not be 

defended at Vichy, but at London, by the heed of the 

Fighting French Forese. 

Xr. President, i t is in the name or t he •combat" 

Movement that I write to you. This movement of resistance , 

which extends to the free zone, tbe occupied zone and North 

Africa, and whose men are already fighting and dying for 

freedom , for our common freedom , have more than 60 ,000 

Frenchmen organized , ready to take up their• erma again. 

Several hundred thousand of my f ellow-countrymen are 

active i n ita propaganda groups. It is their message 

whioh 
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vhich I tran•=1t to you. I ask you t o hear their voice, 
Please believe, Mr. President, t he assurance of =1 

deeply r eaoeotful sent i ments . 

CHIEF OF THE "COMBAT" MOVEMENT 

TR: AVA:DVA 
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I1 -•b•U ••-• quo o1 lao 1atoaUou Q&Qhloo '" Go.i•w••"' fto.l.tot "'"'" (.-. , .. rtoa 110 poro.U •• l'atrinor), •• aotea ... lwal.aJ.eU a,. P'Jr,ltu.ll a •ADiou, au renu ata lA• glu.a .,.,.,. Sa talbt.•• ..U-l""Yla ••• tzipnoea &ll~•• aatrt.tnau •bot .. J...,. la lr-..o OiOYoatop .... 1& •ol.t ... Oapl tulAU- at lo u - .... Un ..-... onlaoaot .. PraopaU . Utaoblront alcro ... Mall h'. 
o•aat a oe ... nt Cf''U ~Oi& l •tre at:hq,J, GOG pl.&&a Melle•ot 4au M poUt:t.qu., .S.a 1000" 4&Da • ,.~. Sau.t t.. -.a.­tetu, oa. n.ppelait •• ·~ ,.....,.,, aoa opi.A:1ocl ear l•t.atlUtl ... tcrtl.tiaaUooo prloiJ•at au point .U lao .Ulaunla tiroat l.aur porolo, ooa Jup•at olll' la poo d•atrioaoUI do 1°Pi&Uoo ·- la prro l wllir, - poaoiAiM& toaolor Ul.uotrl par oa ftloatl •• ,._ ......,. 1•...an 1oo •• ..... 1918. 

l'VallllaMat, la J'l"'•tip du Glalral •• Olll1LUI -nta au tor ot l •ouro que 1.a 4urlo orol.ooanta ,. 1a prro -ttait h •-iMrar l'Araiot1oo-...,. crt.1aollo ........,., 1.0 rotlu •u Chot ... JIICaCIS PR»>Q•rsn LIBRBS l .. ...-tt:re l •l•lohlt.abl.e• n•ltt.it: pl"• oona144r4 MU.l-nt ~ WI act. ~ 4 1WJB hat.ate •&leur ... w, u.ia aual o- 1a p:rw.,. 4 'l.lM poaode ol.&ittO) DOe pol it1qu •• nratlpq ... 

lA alao• ......n.lro r .. t 1.a ~ ' ao1o1r 1nw1t1-nt lea don.nloa en.oore contu•• c1~.a »roblA-e et l M l'aA81%' 4aM Ll08 oppo­a1t1oo de pl.ua eo plu.a trr44aotlble, OfP"t:ld&nt q.w la ol.Aue bOQI'•ot. dana 110ft e..-.ble, 2M' • ott..D eocore plu.a qu. par nJ.eoa, .aJ.DWuit .. ooot~ au MU'fobll. 

X. peuple & beaoio le .tiar eoo ••i.r et eA toi eo UA ~. 51 Yo;a.e, Maaa~ l e Pl"'eU.at, pour l'..,rlqQe, JIIOnaiour QilJiQULL ,...r la c.-o~o-erota.po , at llonol.tur SULIIGI - l'tJ.Jt.s.s .. Q'llloll-•• l& .a1ontl do wtto do ... .,.on~. pe.yo, lo w.riobal .. po...Ut pluo ~Ur- rOle pour 1.& :Praooe r4a1atut.. c•eat alon que l•ltoU.. dil Glalral .. G.UILill ....... U l l'.....Uon, oa - '- - ooU. •• lfa­rlobol liodaait, z-aou,lo•at, la ~""" •Oftaait pullioto, 

OOpoalaot, lao U.-.ro ... "-• • ,.._, ~·· • -loan &ato00 appartaloJlt oboqGe J- ... jii'OUWO _,.U. 0 I QQ .,._. •LI--D'\ orolaMDt l l'll'-P• 0. o 1l t&1t ~· •ule•AI lea .nee •• pollUque utln-rt qul hou.rtaioat lA •alootl papllol.ro, -lo """"1 oowr do politlquo l.atl.lauro. Par oa ,., ....... d ·- qul 110 noooatreJ:t euowa Aetaole, ..S.a au o~ .. e1a.,u .... , ,..,.lai--•, au rip. .. UMnl -1 la -lo IWt ""..,., • -otl­tGoit "" ·~ • ·--oa dOGt la roo-laaoo awa lo riP,. aaol ae pCNn1 t .aAq_..-r 4e trapper J.e • ....... 

0. tut d ,_.,_.., l't.oat.uraU.oo 4v. •r4p.. 4u. rea•ott.•nt • . loo .Ulou rloot~o OI'Ql'Oat la -at ftOil .. ,.. .... lour ro­- our lao J<w'o du rrcnt J10pll].o1ro ot 1a.....,.. pour qu'Uo on an.lea.t aut. J)au lee JlA• petUa Yil.la111, OOMO 4tAe lea &f'&OI•• 'ri.U.a, la •nloa ... ottairoo publiqueo, ......... - la .. lo ... ~p-u-oo ,..... Aid -.1o.a ,,_. ai.Derltl qd, la plu ~at, a'a.w.it pu l& aoa1'1oaoo ,. 1a ~Uoa, •• qul, au l l.tu ,. praU-r u .. politlquo d 'IP61••a.t:, natlllllNl lee antapi-• guala. 

.j •• • 



0 •eat &lora q~o~e le QGQ'Nrai'Mil• •eu.ra eoo l ..,.,.•,.ritl 
il"'llol1N&OI>oo ~ftllt 1& - l.ociq .. M OOCl ml.IIU0111 U oo U­
to ... lt Ji>&Z' la ftlll'-ot ,.o MOIU'Oo polioUfto ot la ,..oulll&Mot 
• 1\111111 MlfptJ?pnfe1 lelltfMl l ftarp.r.a.t IDOON le foul qui, 4J4Mr­
-.io, la otpon.U M la oatlGG, 

I.e 4-w oplrt-1 lui .... -. la plll& obor OW< PJ"&Di&io, 
ht l OOCl tOIIZ' noll, L'Ordft !lou....., HUJ.lrlAoo 4talt prW laoo la 
prwaM , 1a re..llo, J..a 4oolea. IA llberil d •4art.re, la UMrtl a•opSJaioa, 
1& Ubertl,. poAMZ", llopNW'ODt 1'1&110 JJrio 1• .. t... , Leo p&Nau­
Uoaa trAti-Med.Ma ~Dp&Uat. Lea ooa.eaUDOea ohrltiennea, 4o:Ut.r4ee 
Ji>&Z' quolquoo prltfto Hs.oh, oo Ut"""'"ot ..-.1-t •~ poowolr 
~1 a t eata'trellt propali.,..at dana l'"JJPMitioa.. 

])aa.. la c1GM.1a.e 4ocoa1q,M, oootraire•ot &ld uM&raDOea 
tC~rWllea au. Ct.t Oe l':Jtat, l'..U.~ dee tru.ata ~t aa ooul­
ora- Url.o1U .. Ji>&Z' 1& orlotlGG loo Coaitlo 4 'Orpnlo&UOA, J. lo~ 
tcaar, petlte at ..,.u p&troa.l eavtna.t dana la rlaiat&DOI.-. 

I.e Mt "'!!!fflllLIQ!III" qod., awr ,...""' do 1& ootloo, QOI>IIliooit 
tOJtoo loo ll.bortlo, t~t ":r4 •~ -~lro ot .ttaol ,.o triiOtiopiooo 
do DQo -..to, Uoo 10Jr4o •~• 4o MtioMO o t ,. Ul&tioa 
•'aJPI&atU: .ur le ~· Dl• lcra, ~'O»PPaitiOQ wa1aaa1t dana .. , re.ag. 
tou:tea lea oJ.aa•• aoo1&lea, toutea lea WndNI!Oea pol1t1pa, toutea 
lao oontoooiooo, VICIIJ o •4toit plll& pOIIZ' 1& J'rOAOO l.Mtrwoo..t 
tooila o..t... lao ...U.. &ll&MII4oo. 'fO~it 1& -

O'e at 1& ra.i.oa pow- ~~U. lA Cltlolra.J. de G.AIJUB, ,,.-,ole 
cd.Utat.z. de la Yolontl de 11blrat1oo, de .. M.U, lUI 1 1avo1r obl:robl, 
par la f'croe ... de a lriDMenta at lA vol0Clt4 de 1 'op1o1oo, 1.11 .,-1.11 
4o 1& 1lWrotlOCl tot&lo llltdrt..... ~to !It ·'Ill •oxtlrt.uro. 

zet-u betoin a. 'YOI,l,a dire, )IOO.ie\r lA Pr4ti6ea\, que le 
-la & 1•oxaoplratlGG ~t ll1o Ji>&Z' l'orri..S.. ~ poowolr,. lloa•i­
LAVAL? X. !'rNIOe 11 'Palt ouhlil a.1 lila l ouobu Mobi4ationa de 1• annt­
Pl'1'Wt a1 lo1 ooodltione dana leaquellea U av&it 4tl ohaael, quiue 
tiOio plllo tat, Ji>&Z' lo l!N'4olla1, son retour l.!lll•tr&it •• f09011 4ol&t&oto 
1 'l.opuioo&ooo a~ Chet do 1 'l!ht a ... t, &UJ< ~ a~ po~1o, lo pnotl .. 
ae •i"Tait pl11a qu 'l t&Yarl•r ~~ detMloa allo-.nia. 

Monaleur LAVAL ellt le re.re Mrlte a. c:11111per tou.tea lea 
lqllS.voqueaa " Je aouha.lte la viotoiro al.leunh• . a•lo;l&U- U le 22 
.)1111 191,2, D'~• ooup, ll -&it daoa 1•oppooit1oo- i.oporlmto par­
til dee ol.&aaet D018aoe• dont lAI• ,.we ltaUnt -.l.on dlt1nit1Teoent: 
Ollftl"b. 

X.t 1Dhu.aa.1rwa perJOiltlona &o.t1-Jaltea, lA reOl'\lt.•ot ~or­
o4 4• la -.in cJ 'oeUYI'e poll' lea uaioea Uleu.DIS1a, la. Pf"'P'og,Nl4• talt. 
)J.aq~.i'Ml ooeur .... de l•t.nle paur lea •D.P••nta c1&u 1& tlaioa &o.ti• 
bolalwrtqoo, loo t4Uoit&tl011& 4~ Jarlab&l ~ Cb&Dooll&r lll'1'LliR apzto 
1o ral4 ,. Dioppo , ·1 ' 1op1toyablo rlproooion pollol4ro, oo..t ~taot do 
t4eoip&~~~~a FQUT&Jlt qu.e VICHI, non plua •llle•nt pe.r •• parole a. 
•1• par Ma aotet, epporte ta..ate 8DCl aide l •• Mltrea alleii!Mia. 
L''-- -.loritl 4o 1& oaUOC> rojotto 1o GQl--n ot oo o4poftp1~o 
lo 1111 lo Chit do 1 'Bt&t , 

Leo Mto ot lao QOI>oloo lao plllo od>lao oot 4U pnotl-..4o 
en. cJe lcuobla lq,ld.voq._e. L'bacmtlll", la d1pit4, le t ran.ll, la. pt.lra 

.; ... 



1e ,...,...,, OOO>t ..._,... ,.o ...,. ... ,. propo ...... oaorillp au .tAO 
.. ..,.. q11l DGUa ,.......,.. ... pwr 'IOUU' 1euno .. _lno arla1oolo, 

-l, l .. l'ran9alo .. • dlatlo ... ot- Ua plua pv lOW' 
_,_, .... .._ ..... leo plua nle - rlo~ot. Ml.o Pill' lour 
att-ot ""pcrte-dropo&ll, La Pr..,.,. oo ~t ,...,., l'ft.UII ot ,. 
o.wu&. lllo a obolol .. (lJIILill, n 0°7 • pluo q .. dowc PriDOOJ oollo 
.. l'I'!Alll q\&1 trohit aprto a•ttro bGGto-ot oo..U., oollo .. ,. 
GADID qul tal\ lo ... rro. 11 o•oot plua,. pooltloo I.Ato..-.sairo, 
or.llo oot, *<toiour 1e Pr4ol.oloot, l'oplolon .. 1100 po,yo, 

Jo ""lo 110l .... • Wl allltalro quo lo 4.- "•u par aa 
patrio a lan<>l oano prlpU'OtlOD dana la rloloto.me. L•lvolutloo quo jo 
'I'OUO al 'brUnoont rotraolo dut la odonno oc-. oollo do M o -trio­
too, Jo n•o,.alo auouoo prltlreooo l priori, o1 pwr uoo toodanoo poll­
Uq .. , o1 pwr tel ou tel '-• J.oroqu•oo 31&1o 191,0, jo ho ooaoor .. 
oo 'battro, Ill 3 'oi tont4 aana auooh .. oootlnu.r la lutto on ro3ol­
-t lo alnlral do C.IDU.II, 3'1.1 cru, a<l...,.o1Ao, au IIN'Ioh&l l'BUDI, 
3'a1 GN au 4-lo jou, 3'd ON .,._ l u.no "rihl>lo ri'IOluUoo ootlo­
oalo bu8a1.oo ot ooololo. c- touo loo autroo Praopalo, 3'a1 ltl 
or..lloMot 4lf1G, odla;uo•nt trc.pl, W. ponolo o•oot poo J10l'OOQQOllo1 

jo pvti.Aipo .., vao4 oourant d'opl.AI.oo qul, • - UQO _...., oUI>.rp 
touo loo Praova1• ot loo ootrdoo l oa oulto, c •oot & oo Utro que 1100 
opWoa & TOa ,.us dolt aTo1r u al!l valeur et un go!A1a. 

La Praooo a aai.AtollODt uoo uoitl ot une 'l'oloot4, co pout 
loo Utlolr alnol1 U o 'o:doto plua on Praooo a 'pppoo1tl.ono poUt1q11 ... 
Lao pvtlo .. 1 •avaot-prTe ooot .....to et oou-a .... qui 7 allitt.laot 
oe 'l'lu.loot paa to lour roooooUtutlon. La •iraolo o •eot aooooopU, La 
rlalatanoe, oraanS.ele Ol.l l\00., ra..aeele 4ea m.. .... n.ua de tekla le• 
hor1aona politiqu.ea, de toutea lea ol.aaMa aooiU.a, et q111 trate.rne~ 
leoont ooobattont, 

X.. CIIJhl;ur de 1& }l'ranoe a retait aon unit4. Pour elle , uo 
gOI.lvtt"MMnt 1N4.1 d 'WI OOQP d '4'te.t, toQho.t au..z pied I Ml droi.ta lea 
plua a.a.or4a, trahiaaa.ot ... 4Se"Yo1ra ill•nta.i.ree, ne aa.u.nit PN"ler ea 
aon ft.Oa. PcM.tr lt. haooe, VICBI o •en HI!IBR. 

La Pranoo touto oot!Aroo eo rooonoolt aano lo alolral 4o 
G.IDU.II, qobolo ,. eo 'IOl ootl 6o lutte ot dorolor roprloontaot d" ~ 
ftmo•ot llp1 .. la RlpubUquo. Lo troh1ooo ,. VIQ!I a """" imlfpo.-­
rol>loo pwr loo Jl'ra"9alo 1e prcl>U.. do la Ublratioft ot oolui do 1e 
rl-rol.utloo, La alolral .. CA!JUB ut alpooitalro .. oetto 4oub1o ,.._ 
1ontl. 

110<1111 pout..,tro, l'azwle l obappo-tolle pvtlAllo•nt & 
ootto vo1ootl oftOftloo, Lao ca"iolora doot 1e oono patr1otique o•oot 
paa eo oauoo, aa1o -1-nt lo oeno polltiq uo, panlolpoot & lo ,..,_ 
lontl populairo do la Ui>lrotioo, 11t.la daoo lour u.3..,.1tl, ilo n•oot 
poo aaiol oa 'IOlontl to ri'I'Olutioo, Bnnoalo du Couv....,-.nt, l.lo roo­
tont ooooro oUaohlo & la poroonne do Yarlobal., Cepo,.,ant, 1' ..... 
no poot ltro oono!Airlo, ni par la Pr&QQO 1 ni pU' oao allllo, •-
llD oorpo ltreopr dono lo po,yo, OOMO o,yant 1100 'IOlootl propro. IIllo 
no pout ot dolt "'"lr ,. 'I'Olootl quo oollo do 1e nation, 'f'ouh toota­
U'I'O ql&l. 'l'looralt ooit l la ooutralro au oouraot d 'opl.AI.oa Wllftloo1 

ooit & tortlorl & 1 '7 oppooor, ooral.t oootralro aux Fioolpoo al ••­
Uquoo lll•ntoiroo ot ooroit 'fOialo l l'loboo, L' ..... oo pout ftro 
uo tW aooo 1a alpui>Uq100, Saoo fouto , ••• oralotoo oot .. lloo ltl 
lalooo quaot au ,..., polltlquoo au Clnlral .. (l.IIIUJI, A-t .._ q,. 
d •etro t....U.o, 1e r:twt ••• !OBCIII J'IUIII;.I.Il!l COie.A!'I'.IlftSS a prio 
l'o-at ~li.A ot ooloooel,. """" la porolo, aprto 1e _..,., 
ou pi'1Ple ~io. PQzr ootto ralooo, loo -· loo pluo roprloo.,.. 

.; ... 
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tatU'a .. l.o ,.._ Mpai>licaiM, Ml.o q .. Ill. ~Of, UOA BUill, 
oiCUIWIX, ~. awl - loa - · u .. ""--· --00-ll.o .. la uUOA, op"fa .,olr -.orit aa •ldhno - lo ~olftl 
a~. 1'- ....,_ - - .uttalro at poUU- at M """' -.1• aOI'T'l.tft lal, 

r .. .,.,lO<Io I&Dloa q.al -aUald aot .. Dt eta....., 1a ... u 
.. l.o ,._ qal owrtN ri 'l"l, - . 1 ~· oOWa, M l>attra. C&tlla ..u, o•an Dalla ao ~olftl .. Q.IDUll, 'l'olla ... la .~.,a. la na­
tlOD tz:t'Af&1ao, loa I.A.,...h •tlri.ala at _....,. .. la - aohaM fh'& dlraDka1 Ua .,. la ooroat pu l VlllHf, •la l LOn<lraa JIOI' la ow a. a J'CBliS ft.UigAI!IIIS cx.e.u•ums. 

Mout.e~ le Pri.S.4en,, 0 •eat &ll ooe dll ~- -<:Cial.lf'l q..- .)e atMne• l YOU.. (;e ...... at cJe r4abta401 1 q,Q a 11ter:KI & 1.a aoa. ~N, a. 1& .oa. ooo.&ple at A 1 1Arriq~~e d~;a Hc:wr.l, at doct I.e ~a UJl -tta..t at _,..., poar la Uknl, pGID" oatra l.lllertl .-, ......,. plaa aa SQ.OOO ~ • ..-~ .... , .,... .. l ._......., Ia a arwa, 
D..,. aaa t..-tlODa h prupo.....,aa allitant pl""la"" oa-t..• a. aWiera 4e •• OOifll'&t.riotea. C •en le\R" ...... que Je VOI.I.a trao.IMtl. Je '9'0I.U deu.ole a 'eM4i..Sn t.ur volx. 
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L• 9 octobro 1 91.2, 

Konaieur le Priaident, • \ 

) 

Vo~ 27 moia, que.lquea hOGIIWto arradlaiGnt l o pouvoir \. 
dee souvornanta 4ont lo ca.ra.ot'bro n'6tlit paa \ le. hauteur dol' 
6preuvo aubio PN" le. Franco. 

Coa hc4:'=u, 4ont loa chota de t'ilo 6ta.iont PE:rADT,LA.VAL, 
WE:ro.AKD, p~too du. ru.l.hour, dont soul le Jt6lhour poUY-.it C(:C'blor 
loa ptt.Saione partioan.oa, t\6cidaient de rononoor lL l a. lu.tto, d 'aooep­
tor la. dAft.ito OOCXDA une p6nitonco quo lo pcn.rplo t'rtn961.0 e..uro.it Ja6 .. 
rit&c, et de aignor un am.iatico d'ahonor~t. 

C~ondant, un hC11'1!1e1 presque aoul, quittait la Fn.noo ran­
duo aJ.t( onn&rl.a, d6cidait do poursuivro la. lutto, ot d6clara1t: 

"La Fr6noo a perdu uno bataillo, 
maia lo Pnnoe n ' A pu perdu la gucrro• . 

La. Prance, d' abord conatern6o, etup6te.1u, n ' ontondo.it paa 
aa. voix; dena la. con.tuelon <}li r6gnedt alors, aoiS al.llb na l ui don­
na.ient p.o.a tou.e loa mo:f$Jl.O do ao fair$ entendre . . 

Pe.rall'blett.ont, e.u coura do co dota:illc.o aamoatro do 1940, 
quelques h.oc:r:no:s, oaD.B aucun contact avec la Prance Li bro, d6oUwJ.ont 
do no pas accoptor l a. o.opitul.a.tion. P6lerino de 1 ' 1cl&e do r6aiata.n.ce, 
il.a parcoUl"Ul"ent le pqa JlOUl" n ' y trouve.r que dharroi et oon1"u.sion. 

Une grande portio de la populo.tion a ' ab~t au f o.tol1a­
mo1 tond.is q_uo les nouveaux ma.!.tre pr6ch&iont l.e. R6volut1on Na.tional.o 
et la. p 6n1tenco, a ' eppuyant sur \Cle bourgeoisie et un pe.trone.t, Aber­
r6a po.r lour a.tta.ch~ent 'b. doe privillligea do clusos qu' Ua avo.ient 
cru n:enac6s par los mouvements aociaux de 1936, et encli.M h. prc!t~ror 
l ' Ordro nouveau, ftat - il d ' inapira.tion gon:wrl.quo, aux ritJquca d'uno 
r'volution tre.n9-aiae o.pns la victoiro .. 

fJl d6cCI!Ibro 194.0, un premier petit groupo do r6siatanco 
~tait mia ISur pied.. Il s'agiso.d.t clo quolquos diza.inoa d ' hcmr.oa.. LNra 
chotu n 1 a.vaiont pu d11llu.sion sur lo Chot de l'Eta.t, dont lo d6tai­
tiaco nous parai3De.it 6cle:ta.nt.. J.t61s lee oapoira quo lo l1o.r6chal PE''.rAIU 
a.uscitait chez ocrtaina, lo. pu.:s1vit6 de lo. popula.tion tranpai.so, nou.o 
1noi tlllrent h. une so.rto do noutrali t6 on ma.ti~re do poli tiquo int6riou-· 
re. 

Noua OOOQenpla:l.ea la lutto contro lo& doctrlnee totel.l toiroa 
ot cont~ lea coll&bora.tours lea pl ua apparent& du gorma.niece .. D~a 
notro praadbro act'ion, le. police fut sur nos tracoo ot des n&treu: 1\l­
r ent ~t6a. Il f'allut nou.a recueillir, noua remottr-o b. un tro.vail 
plus a6rieux d'e atructuro ot taire l ' a,pprcntiasa,go do la cl.ondoetinit4. 
~IB!RA.TIOl\" ~asait on zono ocoup'e e t en zone non--occup6o. L' id.6e do 
r6siato.nce tAi~tait son cheain. D' e.u.trea groupes ae con:.ti tueiont. LA 
pro sse ola.ndestino ta.is&.i t :wn at1Pa.r1 tion.. 

AU oour!l do 1' 6t6 191•11 "LIBERA.i'IOH" t oonato.to.nt qu.' \C'IO 
grande partie do la ol.sse oouvri~ro 6tA1t hostile ~ la collaboration 
et o.u r-Agime do VICHX, 6tablit us proeior!l contacts e.voc las dirigeMtn 
do la. C.G. T. Viaibl~ont, laP~co oho~~t un ~ole do r6aistanco 



/ 
' • 

-z-

•t -.h&ittJ.t 1 ' \0\ltf. Bien c;u' U tut rtl1~..S6 par 1a p~o 
~ lo Rfvo1\lt1"" llat1onolo, 1o ,_ clu G6nfrel ~ <Wr.LX tro..ftit 
un cr441t de plu.a C\ pl u.a grand pana1 1•• d.irl.t:.t&D.t• oUYriora .. 
non ralUh !. VIQ!r - ot auprllo ~. 1ntoUoot\lo1o, 

Au.all, t.U coura do convcr ... tlona qui ouront lieu en eop .. 
t «r.bre 19M entre 1 .. ohera dea 00\lVW'Ionta do r6aiatanco, "'LLB!'ltA­
'l"IQi" po ... le proDlCo do l 'tmit6 c!o lo. rfaiatanco trar.p&iao, oont­
t&t&nt pOur aon oon;tte, ~· u n'y avt.it pu d ' aut.N ~le pouible 
quo lo I'IWlO:II..IBR! ot oon chor, lo G6n6ral. do GAULLE. 

Ce M tu:t pourtant qu' au :.ota 4.e julD 19ft.2 que ~Ql· 
put prendre ooct.ot &'Yoc lo;~ agent. eN c W ral 4• ~. 

t.. pnalor tn.;ootro 191.2 tut 46oio1f pour 1 ' =1 t6 f'ron9t.1••· 
Lo• tm.a ._,t\1 loa autrta, loo ~ecenu 4e rialatonce as ral.U\rtnt 
h. 1& o-.uoe. L'opin1on ~s.e 4e aone nonooO()qUp6e ot dG zone 000\q)'' 
ae t O\ll'n&.lt vore 1o C6n6ral do G.A1Jl.,l.Jl. Seula, lu ldliew:: do TfiQrl, 
l' arm4o dol nowoaux tonotion.'l&iroa, uno putit c1e la boureoota1o, 
uno portio dea o-.d.raa lftilltairea, Ntat a.lont r 6tra.ctairoo. 

Dopuia, lo mouvcont n' o. t&i t Q.\lO 11 a.t't'in:er. Outre loa troia 
prlnoipaux srol..IPC•nta do riaist.moo on aono llbre - "CCJ.!BA.T• , 
"LL8ERA.!l''CJP', "l:-on.c.IC...Ii"'Rll.'!Jl"' qui f'ont 9o;l do la r6a1ato.nco orpnido-, 
outre la. r6abtanoe 4o acne oocup6e, los pl\1.1 noto1rea a1riset.nta 
Gj"Ddlcallatea ohoiata .. ont cot-t. 'V'Oit et .Ut tent avec -r.m....~~. 

Bt lo Parti Sooiallato, lui-c.k:.o, qui .. rior.;anil&it ot dont lo 
C<lc1 t6 4' J.eti"" !loci olio to a ' 6t&1 t o.:lrooo6 !. "l.oo::lmA:n:r.' pour ftJ.ro 
~tro "LE ~. de:::.andait ~ ••• ldlitanta 4e join4re los 
zr<NPG.S 4tl r6a1at.e.noa. 

In j\dn 1942, aans y ltre inv1t6 po.r quioonquc, lc aign&tairt 
do cotte l et t r o, r6uaaiou.it b. ga,gncr l 'Alr;.Ll:rERR£. 

uoua no oonnaiooiona h. "LIBmATIOH" quo la eystiquo de la. 
lutto, et j ' 1UJ\C)re.ia loa d1tficulth dM.I leaquollca l.a FRA!.:CE LIBR£ 
so d6batt&1 t qAa do so& Al.l16.s. 

£3Nlt ttJ.t depuia d.e.3 aoia notre OXA::I«l do conscimc.o, et 
notre cboix, J• vt:ntJ.a dire aux Britanniqu.oa co c:wt J' ava.ia conata.t' 
au OCNl"W 4o a1llion U t:S.l.c:clttroa de ¥QYarge: la toi do 4 pp.,.c:a 4&."\a 
le chef qu'elle ao c:boiait, la certttw!a .:s.u• ce chit tt'a pu d'c:b1t1on 
porecnnelle, qu' U re~t4nd t las pr1.nc.lpea 46:»cratiqu.os, qu' U 
ren4rait au pqa l'u.rcice d.e "' llbort6a uno t'oio la Vietoire a,ooca.. 

plle,ot qu'D.n.t ;ou.:rrait caintonlr son proatia• qu•autant qu'll t1en4rt.it 
loa ensaa,emonta qu1 U &Vai t priD solonno.Ueoont. 

Jo vonaia dire auasi quo tout e.t!'tJ.bliaaocnont do la r6aiaunce 
tmltt.iro provoquortJ.t \Ul attaiblioacont du potontiol al.l16, at qu' il 
n ' y a.veJ.t, 46aof'l:u.io, plua on YRAIIC! quo 4oux voiOa poasiblea: l.a voio 
de l' aban4on et dol a.ttn:lOie::lanta auoceaaU'e, P!::1AD:; la. voia do 1& 
r6aiatanoe, de c.wu.r.. ••• ~in. quo toul lea bcdlea ~· pourraiant 
jouer aocrlttc.ont VIOir, ai li~U6a tuaaent-Ua, ne aorvird.ent qu.'\. 
41~erser la ncnzonllo pu.Uaanc.e t'raJ19&lao, en ooap~ttont l ' un1t6 • 

!n j\&S.n 19lt-2, avant c1.e retoUrliG' en Ptw\00, jo suia Yer.u, 
&t.cmaiour lo ~aldent, pu.aer quelque• jcNra 4a.n.a •otre p&3'a, pw.r 
a:poaer coa t.S.ta ~ ce.rtaina ::.drea do ~tre eouvernec::.ent. Aprlls 



bien dca d6oeptiona, noua avone oru voir aloro J,a altuatlon o 1 6ol&1r­
c1r et loa Etats.-Unie tairo \.Cl p.u vera la rooonnaioaanco, non pu 
d ' un ~gico polltique (l"'IUe dtaan!Sona un r6ttco do guorro en atton .. 
dt:lt la ltb6ra.t1on) , c:aio 4 ' WlO un1 t6 do la FI!Alml CO.:B.I.1'1'.\111'E. 

Apr\a mon court a6jour aux !tata4Jnia, jo sub rotounl-6 
paa.sor trola moi.a en Branco ob j 1 &1 pu conDtator quo la r'aiat aneo 
f'rtJ19Aiao ao d6voloppe chaquo jour ot contirmo eon att.achec.ont au 
G6nfral do Go.ullo. ld:aia, rovenu on J.nelot orro pour ~olq,uea ataainos, 
jt voiD quo l& PlWiCE <XJ.IBA.T'lA!a'E n' a pa.a trouv6 a.upr~a doa N•tion.o 
Unioa le. pl&ee qui l ui eat duo, ot quo lo jour pout vonir ob vou.e 
torez ~pol h. la l"'a:iatt.nco t'ran_paiao :lW\0 l ui o.vo1r o.ccord6 l ea 
droite loo plus 6Umont..S.roa. 

La Franco~~ par bonhour, l ' ignoro, peut en ooncevoir 
..u jour do l'J..raiatico uno aoortti!:G dont loa oona6quence.::s sur lo 
doatin ourop6on aon.iont 1ncalcula.bl oa. 

Loa rAiGOna do oot &to.t do choaea paralasont los auivAntoe: 
cocroo U y o. ou ch.oz l oa .A.ll16a uno ten4a.nco h jouor cortd.n.s 6l6monh 
do VIa« oontro loa. 6Hconts aaino do lo. Uation, 11 aemblo 7 o.voir 
&.Ujourd.' hui uno tondonoo b. jou.or l 1 41"1:;;6c do 1 1 Amiatico contra la. ue. .. 
tion Pranpaiso. Pourt*1l.t, 11 no pout y a.voir1 dana co ou, quo deux 
lzypoth'bses: 

- ou bien, 1 1Ann.6o do l'A.nlliotico ao joindra nux canbatta..'"lh, 
~ tccpo, ct d$na le eadro do la nouvelle unit~, et los Alli6a 
n'y poWTOnt trouvor quo profit, 

- ou biGn, oU o ae r~sorvoro., jllbqu' ~ la. dorni.;,ro heuro, pour 
rr.cncr un jcu trouble a.u proti t do la Rbvolution Jla.tionalo cru1 o. vcn.du 
lo. Franco. La partie so jouera oloro o.ntro 1' Am6a do 1 1 Al'r.dntico ot 
la Hation Pr anpaiae. Bt nous croyon.o, h. "LIBERATION" , quo cell e-d. 
briaora ooue .. l&, 

J ' a1 au, tion:siour l o Pr6oident, quG dcpuio .on voyaso AUX. 
Btat&-Unis des vo11: trenyaiaos a ' 6taio.nt 6lov4cn pour inf'irnor 1 ' u­
po:J6 quo ;1 1 avain tait danG co Gon:J ct pow- miniminer la. r6siatanco 
t'ranpaiBo. 

Pem.otto~-moi de vous diro que c e• voix cmt perdu tout 
oonto.ct o.voo le. Franco, ot que loa hoot.os qui voua po.rlent &inai1 et 
qui aont bllu:a6s par leu.rs meilleura emia, :sont partie t:rop loin ot 
trop Vito pour atro a.w:uti ~6a quo nouo. cocrno noo 6crtts h 
ttLIBERA'l'IOli• d6montont lOUl"tt accU!Iationa de n6o-nat1onall1S1'11o, lc 
rallioment do toua leo mouv~ts do r6aistanco cw C6n6roJ. do CAULLE 
viont dAmentir loura at'1'1.nnat1ons du aeul ralliO!"".Ant de "I.Im&U'ICII". 

Ue psn&az-voua pN, JJonaiour lo Pr6aident, quo 1' hoc:co qui 
vouu pr6aontora c.o ttoaao.go, aociAliato •ttaoh6 'b. tous lo!J principoo 
do libort6 quo vows a.vcz c16tin1o, ecci)attant de la. premi~ra hcunt 
a.upNs do "LIBERA'i.'IOl, .. , oat plU3 qualif16 pour V0\18 pe.rlor do l.a 
Prenoe et do 11a. r6sistance qu1 o.ucun dca hcx:coa deQour6a en Am6riqUb 
pendant notre oo.lvt.ire ? 

J.tonaieur le Prbidont, pou do nQI!l& oonnaie:sont on Pro.nco 
Wle popularit6 6galo b. la. v&tro, maie oette popul.a.r1t6 e5t a.tte.ohh 
a.ux grmdes id6oa do l1bert6 pOUr la d6-tenae d.eaquoUea lo G6n6ral 
clo CAlJLLE priaente le:J ~;e.rantic:; quo ne pr6aonteron·t je::nais doa 
ho!;:n:oa ccmn.o PETA!lf1 WE'ffiAllD, ou GIRAUD. 



/ ' 

On a. adaia ahoc noua• pour d .. raieona de Uotique, 
au.jou.N'hW. p6ria4oa, l~ position 4l.a Gouvwncent .A..drioa.in Tia .. 
\ .. via do VIOO.NaJ.a on oontim.le, 4on.a la 46te."''IO cloa n&tiona UA1ot 
et do la o1v1llao.t1on, ~ join4ro votro ncm o.u nCIII 41.1 ~n6raJ. 4e 
CAtiLLE; at eo eort.it a onor lt. plua gran4t cUc~tion ot la. plu.a 
erando tmtrtl.nO t.l.l ooeur ct.IJ J'ronpaia quo do devoir loa 4iasoo1er 
un jour. 

CI"CJ',YOI1 ltona1eur 10 Pr4.aid.e'.ftt1 \. 1 I ellpl"alaiOD ~ D& 
trlta haute oona146n.tion, 



[TRANSLATION] 

DELEGATION OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

IN THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. Min1ater: 

Washington, D.c., 

October 31, 1942. 

I have the honor to forward to you herewith, on 

the most secret basis, a report which baa Just been 

transmitted to me by General de Gaulle. 

I aa personally acquainted with Mr. Joseph Bondas 

who, over the last twenty years, regularly participated 

in the sessions or the International Labor Office at 

Geneva, and I oan assure you that the Belgian labor 

union leader is a very responsible person whose state­

mente deserve the most complete credit . 

Please accept (etc . ] 

A. TIXIER 

The Honorable 

Sllllller Welles, 

TR:AVA:JMC 

Under Secretary or State, 

Department of State, 

Washington, D.O. 
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(TRANSLATION] 

Waahington, D. 0,, 

October ~1. 1942. 

ATTITUDE OF MR. LEON JOUHAUX 

WITH RmARD '1'0 GENERAL DE GAULLE 

Hr. Joeeph Bondae, Secretary General ot the 

Belgian General Federation ot Labor, arriYed i n 

London quite recent l y . Be crossed France and had 

an opportunitr to talk with Mr. L'on Jouhaux, 

Secretary General ot the French General Federation 

ot Labor . 

Mr . Bondaa aaked Mr. Jouhaux the f ol lowing 

question: 1 I1 General de Gaulle followed by an 

important section ot French opinion? • 

Here i e J ouhaux' reply: •General de Gaul le haa 

90 percent ot the French behind him . For France, up-

on liberation, there can be no other Go• ernment possible 

but that ot General de Gaulle . Tbe vorkere would eup­

port euoh a Go•ernment.• 

••.;LASSIFIED 
o Dept. lottsr,~ -S-13 

. if Do.te APR 1 0 1973 

TR:AVA:JKO 
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Dear ~••-

I aa reall;r bappy d ae&~iJI& yov ~lepaa. 
11.a.7 I ~u you ~~ I aa aiM yoa u... -r •tniP._ 
ronaN rreoe~a. 

I ,,.1 .. AD aperlMia,. B1U B-JJtU ... 
•OM ot the ~~~ Dapar\11•' people ll&1d thd IV' 
..... , •••• wboU7 -U'a~T k rr.oh -·· -
DO baa~ phr&H8• DOI'Oft~ - 8Dd tba' -­
h.ob people ba4 abq• be.a acau'-' ~ ~ 
o14-taab1a.M tl.OII'illf) aDDMl· I th«Mah'• t.olle""• 
t.bd I oqlat ~ be -raall 8Dd &bat lbe rr rt 
people •CNld waden~ ., DO~ •s.pl1c1t, 
be&~r thAD 1t I 41.f -uwaa wbicb ... _,a 
par' ot •· 

I bope 1t wUl _ c .... 

!ho operatlcu are f~;"l well Ul4 I 
Ollly hope ~t the aer.au • aot atte.pt '-
..cwo aOilth hoa the oonp1 .. ana. h-
cooaole ~••b•• wUb the th~' that - 1t th•1 MQIU4 clo t.b1a ,.._. wtU DOt be •••• ,te1J7 
WOPM off &baa ~ • 

111•• 11ft Clll'1o1 • 
c/o Cob~ LoJ.CR. 
521 l'1nh ...... 
Sft YCift• S. Y. 

,... b. • \C4 c 
3- + l... 
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ll/10/ .. ~ 
huf.'.\r Y 

~1. s Cur.!.<• ~ telccr~m to the 
trtl~ic•n~ n.:- •r.t ~o ~h.,; l:it .. t: 

c ep:.rt .er r~ in urror - vet~y is 
go in~ to cul.1. tlrL.a ~no u.:;..: to ha vu 
1~ re~urnt·c: . V,h r. 1 .:ocwJ e;:.co< 
\.c 1 ll gi•ot l t Lo yo u to cotapltJL~ 
tllil J u., . 

wi 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• • 

TO GI VE TO THE P E~..~ ILL!~. .1 E1 

Th UN.1. ER f,ECRET.aHY Ul• bTA1E 

bH I NGS I N ~.n . l' IXI LH . 

• 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH INCTON 

November 10. 1942 

My dear Mr. President: 

In ccmpl1ance With the request or Mr. Adrian 

T1x1er, head ot the Delegation in the United States 

or the French National Committee, I am enclosing two 

letters, and translations thereof, addressed to you by 

the leaders or the French resistance groups, Combat 

and Lib@ratign. 

I also enclose a translation or a memorandum, 

l1kew1ee from Mr. T1xier, which purports to g1ve 1t 

as Mr. L~on Jouhaux 1 opinion that ninety per cent or 

French op1n1on 

Enolosuree: 

1 . Two letters, with 
translation•. 

2. Maor&ndUII. 

The Pree1dent, 

The White Rouse. 

de Gaulle, 



( TRAN8LA'riON) 

October 9, 1942, 

Mr. President: 

It ie nov 2? monthe aince a rev men wreated the power 

f rom rulers vhoae capacity wae not equal t o the teat to 

which France waa subjected, 

Theae aen, the leedera of whom were P&tain, Laval, 

We ygand, propheta of miefortune, whose partisan passions 

could only be overcome by miafortune, decided t o give up 

the atruggla and accept defeat as a penance which the 

French people had deserved a.nd to sign a shameful armistice, 

However, one man, almost alone, lett a France given 

over to the enemy, decided to continue the struggle and 

declared: 

1 Franoe has lost a battle, but France hAs not lost 

the war, 1 

France, Bt first dismayed, stupefied, did not hear 

hie voi ce; 1n the confusion then reigning, ita allies did 

not give it all means of making itself heard, 

Similarly, during that second hal t ot 1940, a few men, 

having no contact with Free France, decided not to accept 

the capitulation. Pilgrim& of the idea or reaietance, they 

traversed t he country and found there only confuaion and 

consternat i on, 

A large 
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A large part of the population had given in to f atalism, 

while the new masters preached tne net i onal r evolution end 

penance, suppor t ed by a bourgeoisie and an employer-class 

which were led into error by their a t tacnment to tne class 

privileges which tney had believed menaced by the social 

movements of 1936 and were i nclined to prefer the New Order, 

even if of Germanic inspiration, to the risks of a French 

revolution a f ter the victory. 

In December 1940, a first smal l group for res i stance 

wee establi shed. It involved a few dozen men. Their 

leaders had no illusions as to the Chief of State , whose 

defeatism seemed to us to be strikingly evident , But the 

hopes which Marshal Petain aroused among certai n persons, 

the passivity of the French population, caused us to follow 

a sort of neutrality on the subJect of domestic policy, 

We began the struggle against the total itarian doc­

trines and against tne most obvious collaborators of German­

ism. From t oe moment of our firs t actiVity, the police were 

on our traces and our people were arrested. We had to col­

lect our forces , get to 1·1ork more seriously on organization 

and learn how to act in secret . LIBERA'riON was born in the 

occupied and the unoccupi ed zone . The idea of resistance 

made its way. Otner groupe were formed, The clandestine 

press made its appearance . 

During 
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During the summer or 1941, LIBERATION, seeing thet 

a great part ot the working olass wee opposed to collabora­

tion and to t he Vichy rlgime, establiahed itl first con­

tact s 1rlth t he leaders of the General Federation or Labor. 

France was viaibly seeking a symbol of resistance and 

longed for uni ty, Although it was vilified by the pr opa­

ganda or the National Revolution, the naMe of General de 

Gaulle attained greater and greeter credit among the labor 

leaders - not sunporting Vichy - and wit~ the intellectuals . 

Also, in the course of conversations which took place 

in September 1941 among the leaders or the resis tance move­

ment s, LIBERATION poeed t he problem ot t he unity or French 

resistance, stating tor i ts own account that tnere was no 

other possible symbol than Free France and ita leader, 

General de Gaull e , 

It was, however, only in the month of June 1942 that 

LIBERATION was able to get in touch w1 th the agenta or 

General de Gaulle. 

The first quarter or 1942 was dsc1s1ve for French 

uni ty. One after the other, resisting groupe rallied to 

t he cause , French opinion in the unoccupied ~one and in 

the occupied ~one t urned toward General de Gaulle, Only 

Viohy quartere ; the army or new functionaries , a part or 

the bourgeoleie, a part or the military officers, remained 

refractory. 
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refractory, 

Subsequently , the movement has oonatantly grown 

stronger. In addition to the three prinoipal groupe of 

resistance in the free zona - COMBAT, LIBERATION , FRANC­

TIREUR, which constitute 90 per cent of the organized 

resistance - in addition to t he resistance in the occupied 

zone, the beet known labor leadere are choosing this pat h 

and are fighting with LIBER.ATIOil , And toe Socialist Party 

itsel f , which was being reorganized and the Committee on 

Socialist Action or which had approached LIBERATION to 

have 1 Le Populaire 1 reappear, asked ita militants to Join 

t oe resistance groupe. 

I n J une 1942, without having been invited by a nyone, 

the signer or this l etter managed t o reach England . 

We in LIBERATION knew only the mystical force of the 

struggle, and I wae unaware or the difficulties which Free 

France was encounter ing 1nth its Allies • 

Havi ng six months previously examined our consci ence 

and made our cnoice , I came to tell the British what I 

had learned in the course of thousands or kilometers or 

travelli ng : the fai th or France in t he onier whi ch it had 

chos en, the certai nt y t nat this chief had no personal am­

bition, that he would respect democratic principles , t hat 

he would return to the country the exerciae or its liberties 

onoa 

.. 
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once victory had been aonieved, and that he could maintain 
h~a prestige only to the extent that he kept the promisee 
wh~oh he bad solemnly made . 

I came aleo to say tnat any weakening in the unitary 
resietnnce would result in a weakening of tne allied poten­
t ial and that in France there were t henceforth only two 
possible paths: tha path of surrender and successive com­
promises , Petain; the path of resistance, de Gaulle , Fin­
ally, that everyone who might secretly play Vichy, no mat­
ter how brilliant t ney were , would only serve to disperse 
the new French power by endangering unity, 

In J une 1942, before returning to France, I came, 
Mr. President , to spend a few days in your country , to 
lay these facta before certain members of your Government . 
After meny disapooint'!lent e, we believed that lre then saw 
the situation clearing up and the United Stat es taking a 
step toward recognition, not of a political regi11e (we 
ask a war regime while awaiting l i berati on) , but ot the 
unity ot Fighting France. 

After =Y 1hort stay in the United States, I returned 
t o spend three monthe in France, where I wae able to verity 
the tact t nat French reeietance ie daily increaeing and 
oontiraing ita adherence to General de Gaulle. But, back 
in Engl and for a few weeks, I see that Fighting France has 

not 
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not to~nd among the United Nat1one the place wh1cn ie d~e 
lt and that the day may come when yo~ will appeal to French 
reeietance witho~t having granted lt the most elementary 
r1ghte. 

France which, tort~nately, 1e unaware ot the tact, 
may, wnen an arm1et1ce ie elgned, conceive on tnat account 
a b1tterneee the coneeq~ences ot which on Europe ' s destiny 
wo~ld be incalc~able. 

The reasons tor tn1e state ot affaire aeem to be the 
tolloV1ng: ae there bee been a tendency among the All1ee 
to play certain Vichy element s against the eo~nd elements 
of the Nation, 1t eeeme tnat tnere ie today a tendency to 
play tne armistice army against the French nation. Never­
theleaa, in this caee , there can be b~t two hypotheses : 

Either the armistice army will Join vlth the fighters 
ln time and w1th1n the framework ot a new unity , and the 
Al l ies can tind only advantage in tnat; 

Or, it Will hold back, until the last mocent, to 
direct a contused game to the benefit ot the National 
Revolution wn1ch bee eold out France. The game v111 then 
be played out bet ween the armistice army and the French 
nation. And we ot LIBERATION believe that tne latter Will 
orueh the former . 

I have learned, Mr. President, that since my Journey 

to 



to the United Stat es French voices have been raised to 

weaken the exposition which I made in this sense and to 

minimi ze French resistance, 

Allow me to tell you that these voices have lost all 

contact with France, and that the men ~1h0 talk to you in 

that way, and who are bl amed by their beet friends, went 

too far away and went t oo quickly to be as qualified as 

we are, As our writings in LIBERATION deny their acousa­

tions of neo-nationalism, the rallying of all r esi stance 

movements to General de Gaulle is denying their assert ions 

that LIBERATION alone has adhered to him, 

Do you not think, Mr. President, that the man who will 

present this message to you, a socialist devoted to all 

the pr inoipl es of liberty which you have defined, f ighting 

f r om the beginning with LIBERATION, is better qualified 

to speak to you of France and its resistance that any of 

the men who sta yed in America during our calvary? 

Mr. President, there are few names which have a popu­

larity equal to yours in France, but this popularity is 

attached to t he great i deas of liberty for the defense of 

which General de Geulle offers guarantees which will never 

be offered by men like Pltain, Weygand or Giraud, 

For tactical reasons, no longer valid, the poei t ion 

of the American Government wi th respect t o Vichy has been 

allowed 
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allowed among us. But your name continues to be joined 

to the name of General de Gaulle in the defense of the 

United Natione and of civilization; and lt would lead to 

the greatest disillusion and the greatest bitterness in the 

hearts or Frenchmen if t hey had one d8y to be separated. 

Please believe, Mr. President, the assurance or my 

very high oons1derat1on . 

THE CHIEF OF THE 0 LIBERATION° MOVEMENT 

TR:AVA:DVA 
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Lea Honn6tea Gena 

w O.rqoter. au df' Pt-lk tfp t . ~• appreuvet rt W 
POl&. H l aou.-JDI1111ln dt t..cndl DIU'Qolr r Ml ,. ou.tn 
,..\111"1. n 1 a tt au ct prr· l rt'I'CIIIII¥# dH rnatntenant. a. 
'"" ... tta.U u:etu PtW 1'!11• date de ct Jour, Cit IN fooc­CftQUif14: d« la loclt\ot 406\ tiOM d'a(.fml n\J t.nwur fir la 
U tll " Adr.miJtra ttltf VOl· O'lmpaa nlt . 
ttl• ..... : • Annn It ll ••n t iM. 

w 11 AOH•bfe '«••• .., 
tiU'e ••z ' ro!lroU : • f'oa 
"'oew~ qv"n HUI d.aW' : 

~~.g l'atrlvlt 4f-r trott.t<t 
afltMGndet Olif 4'01114 t 11011 
m•,auu '*" tlf ctr<Ht • r•­
N»lt"« 1 

le matcbrPIN M U6t liD 
botht: QlU tlnque •r \e OIUD· 
parUmf"Dt aoa pl a te l a ~ 
Ch.&ttf. 

C"nt &ln-11 IIUI lfil •aatall 
ont eomprl.l le - te .. 
eollaborauoa. 

Comment on informe ! 
Votd cota:ua t le publl~ 

ln ntelJ • r te tnronne elM 
nenrmen~ d.ICrPtt : 

t novrmbrf', mtcU - 1A 
etnaurt , aprta de toni 'Uta dt· 
Ubfu tlo.u. lm . .ud1t au:c 
jWIIll \lt 0\1 JOir Cit PlilbUtt 
In oommun1que~ du C&lr• 
Let Journau.x n.r DfV'Itftt 
rtcn dtrt de DIU. QUt n •ont 
pul>llt I • JOQ'mn.- du ••· ... 

t et t aovrmbrt - N&• 
riOI\ et Itt ttrYICtl Cle l'ln· 
tormauon u .ant d.tpUHt. 
Lu • tt a noYotmbn It• •o~r· 
naua dentent IIQOttt l't • 
(~•'ecvnt de t·armte IU· 
lneDO-IL&Ut:RD( •n ~. 

Lt t DO\'tmbre. - Lc Mal 
oomma.ntQut brlt.anntque ad · 
nHt et.au ulW que I'AatftCI 
Huu 011 a n t t U1plllt.o\aillt 
en en t uppnmant l'e~~tnUel. 

Lc t nonmbre, t mJd.l. -
la Journau d.enJtnt dOA• 
nr.r & Ia Nta.Uie d"&&J'pt• It 
mt m• Uttt que la 'f'tllle I 

Voki d' ..Wrun ltt toNi· 
I DM IU~'fM donnfM 6 
Ia 4H'NM le ~ aprtt•M.Idl u 
le I au maun. &!let vont )UI · 
QU'l aupprtmu dant 11 no~ 
alltmtnoe elle·meme un 
mot QUI pourralt ttJre t U.P.. 
J)OHt QUe IM fottt:l dt I'AU 
On\ t Ubl db Pft'U. • loa dot· 
pt(ht On r.laUn au OPt• 
raUOn• en EoPte dena ..,._ 
dOn.nte ot)Ut:at4Utmtnt 6 
reaclutton de Lout.e autrt 
tute llle etta pre.tnttt wr 
deua ootonnea dant le tOtPf 
H au eentre de Ia pare. Urft 
PM lndiQUtf • de fOUI(.t al· 
ltma ncle • dana l t Uttt: Ol.l 
I.H IOu.t.-tltrtt) • 

lxtlt U h 10 Utre de 
t.a dtPkht OFt 4 On fOil! • 
'Oa\1 a.eha~ .1e IIYrtDI dAM 
le H~teur d '!l Alameln • 

Pult re<Uftca Uon da.I\J It 
-econd pararraphe : •uppr1· 
mtr lfl tnot 4 traJemtnt • 
dan.t Ia phra.se : • En ralaon 
de Ia tacuque dtrt.Nl•e tla.e .. 
llque adoptH par let for~" 
de: f An. l' tnuetnl a • tl&le • 
mtn\ • -.u,rt de lourd• ...... . 

Le I nonmbr~. - Add1Ut 
l Ia eona1cne conetro.aJU 1A 
bat.&Ule de 1'Zo'Ptt : l• 

FRAIC-TIREUR. 
TOUJDURS I 

MaiCrtloo .. ,__ ... 

otdlo ... 1- lo • • ·--··"iii 
mtnt une roa. de.._ ... 
u• lirace Ja...,.. ....._' 
ee Jour. 

n a_ l,.,_~ .. 
c:oou.nuer. ,. ..._ la ._ 
mntn l'tDIMfal It .. ...... 
an-eune~...._ 

Touu Ia rn.u. • ..... 
mala cxc-uP+e ..., r • • 
•tJ.n ' u' I• boohll _. 
ma.lntmatu ..,,. , • awe 
Vlc:t\7 daM I& I.Pi .... 
U·fr~. 

LtP. T. na ne•...._r 
n ftta detOa a1wa 1 

MW tl II JO\irfta.l, D ~. 
ne pouwalt IOI'Ur, l'aelloa 
dct mJUta.n&.a ft M ......,.. 
tanta • PCJIQ.fWJ'ftut •!W '­
a;f:me rour .... 

Qg.e ....... ..,... .. 
fat\11 • vtou.r de..,. ,._.. 
Mblee qui leu.r ..--- lb­
noe ronal.,._ 

IIIIAIICAII I leOVIIIIII·Tel .UII LA ftO~IIIIIII! COIITIIIO~ I 
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QU'IMPORTE? OUI. .. 
MAIS NOUS N'OUBLIONS RIEN 

• 
On a lmp\ut t '" llbt~ ._ Ill, ~Mat ot Q\U taJl l AfriQUt dY Word. uptrent I tt ae1 teuiUet de chfnt b1tn Clu trnun et d • ra .._ t. l't'AMMI., &out ee pou.olr lntr dana un baptf· APttl avotr W)Ut talt pour tea. Lt rf&lmt que nou IIIII It IF rr-w ....S&e ao- me LUdU, lun a.bJtcuon. eorromprt ta Fnntt. aprt• bt1M)ru nt nou. • p:u • .. ...,MIIoD " la iCM M et &tun er1mM. Aprtt a'I'Olr hU a¥Otr tmpgM It Jouc r~r· walnc-u.t Ckt merttea 4t: ta .._ J.e ........._ ll' ltaporu tau coiUtr le UJ\1 ltu'a(a.lt. maGlQ\Jt. u •rt U ' lt • aau · taturt. A rttoutrtm.:nt die ... 

..... , n P' ;n • fot ··U 6t ta aprte nair rti.Uelt Ia dtll· n ur deb Patrte •. It arand Ptntft tt de l,n~.\1&\1"~ ........ e>• U C1C*a n.nct. Ua croltnt 11'01r it .Wilfdaal Ot Ia Vlctolre I £\ dtvld\JitUf. a.u ~.ul« M • a I • l 1'__..1 dolll droit ck eatdcr ln prt.Ut.- c'tlt &OUt Jute 11 l'on a«''t· d"u.n ltUehe.. nou a.on.t 
..... a DeN~ tft ~ ~ua. comme ..-ane: aumOne, dallntUI au crand f"rt._n~all. r\lpUon, ·1e Hnlll.lme. 1'1: 
- ..... lOr\ de ot • Itt tt ltt nonneun qullt ont dtrau. &loft un pardOn elf.. Ia dlttatu.re iotndrt 1a \ 
De Ia '!-!......_ Q\ll M dt J'enneml, Api ta a \'Oir oc- au r rand eoldat.. authtnUque, f'Oml)t t t:nee, Ia 1abf11e Nq ,._ -mnl tfttn vt.. cupe dta I)Oittl t'Onforta.blu ctl•l· l,, QUI, tn l~o~ ln liHO, ne voulona rnolr n l le per ) illl tt Alllr aou 1M 90\llolll l\lr Itt IIU&rtt de Ia ae:rvl- alo" que tout pau.Taa.aH ptt• lemtntart•me ba• ard. rU I r ......, ....... eholt : I'Aml.. tudt, Ut ~udrattnt ae prl- l du. a ramaau Its troncon• patronat ftota:te. QJ It n n• I'll Dulla donne tf: eom- Mater tu peuple Cit f'ranee du a lalve que It t eheft m.l• d lcall.tme dtma~Jque, Wt.W 1 •l dt J'a,... d 'A · eomme let pancb hfrot dt llla&rtf dtltntrf't,. .Jotnta au• noua rtlton• attaehtt aw .._ M CMMrat CH,.ud 1a ,..unH:uon n.aUGa&l• 1 tral\rtt l)&ttnth. avattnt PttndDt de ta RZP'JU8D'"' ,.._.. .... , I'ADtman4. t Oublltnknl• UI ._ f'tUila- lai.W choU I Mon. mlUt toll TATlOH HA'I'10NAL&. Jfov .... .... -..c t &Chaa.tft I du. tH c.oocaam.n.ltiOn&. let non t I ne: 10uloru pu 4UC Ia P'U)U • • ..,_ .....,. M Mrw- JOUJI'r&nf:ft ... mt.tru aaru I tA Pf'UJI2• ftan(.Ua: 

0 
• .,. TOC'ItATfC lHDU8TR~ 

- .... Ill ..-411tte * ftOII'lbf't. let tuamiUaUoa• ~ .,., aveulle. 11 n·eat - f1 nNA.HCl£R& rtlt:O~ I& II. r......a .. Ia P1ote• Ja hocttt QU, b ont lnftta:tt ~ "'" du PUa.. dOrnlJ)e • pot&· - .- ... ..,.. 4:1rt au- • Jnn conc-1to7tM t Lot peu- IOiilNl, 11 nun Q'Uf'll: ru~n llqut, pUJt: ,JJOn tc.onom ... -., Wlu. M etUe 6t: ... p,lt tran('llt n'a PU l.a mf.. Itt a.tU .... n.l de II UbfraUo N 0\11 YOUloN qu. le ptUJ* J!~lllliiiiUIIMiaa" dt nlllteu). moue aullt tow-te. _ Vnt armte tn cuern peu uuaJUeur nt n n phu d&Aa 
.... .._ D'MbiiOI\a r1e • U1 tromptltnt. dlat.n.t-lla. a.eoepttr Ju ronroura 1u l l' tn.atcurt~ ~l Ia mtMrt, m.W - a·a '!? ow Juu.&a q J'e:n.otml I lb leurnJent H1t · ptUJ 1uApeet• et tu phll .t•r· qu'll par UcJPt: au tMnfiDol M ...... • - boauDel oat~ let 1 AlloN done t A\llll rlt ht"'" erettt; par lOll Ia ­...._.. ...,..... dll I'OCC1IDA· Joo&Wmp, Qu'lll ont nu a 11 dlh • ur te plan • tratt aJQUt btu.r Hout ne ert~you pu a .._ ......,.. pow rtatllft 'f1.ct.Ottt alle.tna.ock, 111 u 10nt de Ia rhU\&n«. UM t taUtt qu.l nlnUua.l• 
• Jll'lltl1 ......... , ~· ~ dnant lta Idola leall ~n Yletolu~ Ia. Yle .. , lr:a tUu.atkme . .... chM'U •• .. : ..... ~ Ia IW- n Ul-. U. oru &40ft la Ioree" cotrt de tou lu ~w:plu ll· "&de dt Ia mHIOc:r1tt • ..a. 
- " ......, "' Us ont »>tUnt Ia ,.,..nee Av · Wt• * &OQJ let .olda\$ tJo· now 90UIOOA Ia hUtatda .. _.. • _.. • ft.raA, Jov,nl"hul. llltur n fftralt d'Un rltu ou oiNcu.tJ: d t ta Ubf· du mtrtte, t't aon « U. Ot ·• .. • & .vt ........ • -D N~ mot. d 'on • • rt:heft4aart' ' r.ftton no~ ne Ia lalutrone I fori \&.Qrt t t dt l'ur1tlact~ 

.._... da dlda&ve t l d'u.n aourtre. pour d'a«r ~ pat tteamottr~e tt"' d 'a - 1.11 • h:tolrt: n·a dt w u 1llilllll. tout ee.la L't Ah non I v me bord ' .' avant tout ctlle de pour noUJ que eJ ene per••' I I I ... IIOIUIMnemt .toll non I Ia U8CRTI. de Ia DEMO- I au Cla71 Ubt ... de l'ennhJa .. ~ ,• .. • -.... ~. Ho\18 ' ' a Pf'Ul·~lrt It CltATU! MONDlAL£, d t MUI , de fonder un rtl tm• • • • , --· .elnllttt tltUia.rd de VlcllJ 1 I'Al01:•P'A&CT8N!: r t de 11 .actaJ capabt. d' t:•oJuu .... 8 - - - dent DOC:r~ to\lfnt~ lUI a...a ta UrtUM RrPUBLJQUC 90CIAL£ f CUM 'f'trt te l)f()Srt1. Ct: rt~ 
-~-

l.ltln •• IMielatear l'hf.-e de IOIIaabu 
61r le InJect de Ia Persoae lllllble 

............ ", .... 
• 0. ..... dollHrtutA ·--...... ............... , .. Ia----· ... . 
• A Pull. par a..aa. de -.. ... z ... ... , ~ 

........... Cll• ..,..,. 

......... ft Mel fiiUI daM 
- ......., Oft a.IIIICe l on 
•• 1 * aan anl • 6M ra -
- - dloloQ-. .... ...._.. et dN tetnmN 10nt 

penpeeuu df'l p1ua lf••t• 1 let PIUJ ucr.f1 de Ia Ptnonne 
d&nlttl• I et dt Ia ramllle . 

• 1t lalt tntend.u Ia pro· , Out Oltu coa.ole tt tot• 
tatt.Uon lndJrnN dr Ja 1 IIAt tnx quJ ttmt lrUQUt· 
ooaadt:D<-t chtUenne tt Je me.nt J)trtk\ltft: qu"ll ac . 
~· que lOUI lH bom• rorde au mon4t Ia Pa1X .,.._ 
mn a ryt:na ou non &J'7\"I).t, r1table ft dunblt tondfto ~r 
«~at trf:rta. parte QUt atts 11 J uatk .. tot la Charltt. 
Pat an mfme Din.. QU# lout 
let bom.mtt. outlltt que 
D ent leur rt1111on. ou ltW' 
race, onl droit au rtape.et 
<Ita indiYidu• et de~ Etat.J. 

Pln.a&•MUI._ 
•Hove tie lllontouboa 

L.a t fobflltt mfnUU.rf~Ue 
~:rcnnltt par pttat11 ('()fttf• 

""'··· 

I IMt nou.t h lt tOnee.OU 
QU' t. U'UU'I Ia Ubtnt. IOU 
l' f clelt d"UN OOUVDJt . .. 
Wl>tl' UI8U D& 1.11 YOLOif • 
Til NAnONAL&. 11U1o­•ea pouftll.n ~,.. pov 
tonUOltr l's ctl'riW: de ch• · 
("\1ft " 'f'ti.Utr ' ('f QUe I& u ~ 
btrtt ne eoll pu u.n more• 
POUt quelquee.-un• d'UH" It 
lu a utre.. 

Pour rt&Luer ce procraa· 
mt 1\,0\U ne reJttoft.l It toa• 
C!O\Ira de ~nonrw. Nou . ,... 
Dtlont Ita bommn Cit boea• 
'f'Otonlt de U>WI ft PI.IUt 1 
f'Otl'ff da-M Sf cra.nd ... . 
•rm~nt de la rttutl'ft'Ueft 
rranttiM. 

D'lbord. tl par ~ a.. 
mOJtiU : CHASeD L'Df• , 
VMIJ88E'UR . 

..._ --. u Ylt 'uou­
~ ft •'fOrti ""U.M 
• " ...,. ........ A'f'tC lt, 

• Or, In me~urtJ an tt.lt • 
miUQ\Itt actutUtl tont u n 
mtpr\1 dt Ja dtrnttf h umal· 
Dt, uoe ttolauon eMil droll.f 

L4: Je M&~embr~ d~11z Mf· En..alte t'' WOD: 
""''" d• »hu itoUnt wtl.Uk)llnafu• I _ dl• VRA11 R!PlJBU..,UI . 

0. • ....... - II • PRA"C: TIRI! UR •· M It - l u - 1. 
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L'UIU .fl&l~liSE 
ll LA UIEIU 

.... n.nceu • '*'"-•' actxnm rot au COW• Cltt 

Ne pas lib~rer lea prisonnien 
c~eat lea livrer avE bochea 

•auou UDMe : ltt fOfUII On Ytna tu.u1 C:e f(IDCII · dt>S pr1JOnnltrt POU11QUf:l QUI eomt.U&D&.et Cit urn H le. ~u" '""•~¥~1e nns nom. ont ttt fnpptt pour leur aC'• VOV..at a u Utt 8rltan.nl• Ot n'ltah ~u IU6H qu'Unt \lon rontrt l'tnndnl. alon , ..... .a SIJp&.t. "' l.n't. tn I)Ol.lc-t ' ' QU'Im~ Ju.tUct qur cthll·ct •• d~u.n momr.nt .,..... daDI l t PacilkzH. tn tt"llu lrt4"Utnt. tmpr\aiOn• a l'aUtrt Itt rtdsmf'r d lu A. a. r . tt au Oa.aH.roun ; ntnt tou.t c.tu& qut m:••· al.tlr Awun prttn:tt ne ._ tare. traDtll..leil combott• tl'nt 1 l'tnntmt.. to\h ttux PtUt Juttlfttt ~ torhl\ f'l l tuat.- CICMIIIJK.f-Dl Plu.t de qut pt!nunt tl artAt-nt fran- qu1 pourr•lt-on faJre admet­a.a a'f'la\ntt : l'ttea4r1Ue tala. Ce n't}&H p.u as.r• 'Que Lrt qu"ll t'attt Ia encore de '- ' 1101 'C11t • M aat tn Jtu.t· Itt prliOnt. lu c:ampe. lu double Jtu Doublt~ Jtu ? - • QbiM It Mt Qft.t n • baenta. IOI"'t plel.ru d'bom• OoubJt JtU , a Una*n Ci t ...,.. ._. .. C'tnckxhlnt • met.. lk ftmmt._ de .)f"UM:a F'tan<a&t t. l 'tn.ntml 1 Rutot au DaU..thUI UN autn ... I Ifill donl btaiK'OU.P o•ont cW> IU(rTe etUe nou•tllt 1.&­e.em- Jl ••• .. ec kt I fall qu.'n pr\11\tr UM o;lllnkM'l dwtt ou pnat-fllt etU.~ D'll· 10rc1a ..-.ouML t .ooo m•· caul D'ttt pat e:elle d l'tn·J n<:t'u ¥Te C!On«lfnt t d'hll1fl· rs., fraDt1111 luUnt JOUt ltt n eml. Nt.lntenant qut ta fle· rltnt C'amounh t t de rattll· ..,_ Chi OtM ral de Gaunt: lion de Ia .ant dtut IIDrt Nt ltet trancal• tout heureux dt '- loUt tn.oeU. comblt• dtftnJt.lv·ement MOTte. main • at d~barr~tt atrul d 'ad· \a.D&a co."Pt• U b&tlmtn\1 wna.nt ..,ue Itt nart.. .ont nnatru polltlqut.t f * ruen-. f'f'IMtW"'. co"tl• I parc.out tn ,.....n«. OD 01• 51.1 ttl tnfOft a VlehJ d"'• ........... -...rtD.I.. WII'J'IIlkun. p r.kf tn PJ1JIOn dtt J"ran· Ct n.t qU:I ont tm n:t lt .,. ........ de mota. et elM, (II• dH PnD(IltH IOUI J)lf• t'6nl•d#ft«' 1"\1 ttl tnt'Or-t DOiabrfts nan.. m a r .. I faJttawnt hOnonbltt, l'lll.t de. PQIICI#U dn ma1btrat4. lbi.Ddl. anU·a.Utma ndt ec. pu li•i dea procureur~. du dlrtt• a aaa&nttnan&. to Alrt• mt.rne Ylcllmtt dttltottt a teuu de prttOn• et de eaml)l ... • lford. de oou•tUn 1a rfpre~on t#roce dtt na· out rardtnt \U\ cu'C.aln an. ...,... ~~ I~• lut· 11a. La .lu.ttt« tt lt Oounr· 1 df' lev Ynlt rNponaabllttf IIDI &9'te ... ancto· &mfr1· nt.mtnt dt'-t lranpb 'f'Ofl& ·l f.s Q\:1111 dOftntnt 1a ordrta eaiDa CODCn I'Aae. poa.un Ia hontt Juqg a tall qu11a prtnnt.nt In mnurn Yl" Ia rr..n~e hbrt et wt ~ crlme t'aeeomp'lr t I nketulrtt Qu'\b a'afftn• ...a.&tt&Dte I Le ,dOUtt f'l'tlt Pll 1101111 · l(t.nl par tOUI lt:l MOJf nt ..,_ ble : on u.lt bttn qae Ia oour ralre 110rUr ov /onder 
~naw ttl 1t. et eomr~•nee Jet ptLIOnnltra pollUqun a tranlller Oa u•a.tl d"all· BttntOC II Nra trop ••rd pour 
Jt un q ... la ~11po CQ~Ja· 1«-• •u•n 

Loo Frao~ .. .......... 
baralt etJI dfPIIt.l lonctdnP. Wall alon tl _,. trop tard a•ee V1tbt Mall IJ ut 11110 • •uu.t pour IN •&leta dt: bour· 'OW> et oontrtlre 1 tout• rtaux d'khiPPf:r t. Ia •tn· trad1llor de ne PLt llbtrer l tanet . 

d"un J uU le 111 ot~re ~o,u.q 
autctt nkotlona 

Lilli OUVIUiiMI 
CONTAE LA R!LIY8 

Lu •"•l'C• .. Mn&. ••· ..., _ A l tlriiJLe: .. 1.a ... 
aai'DaUOn de 10 0\inltra .. 
Ia rfPon tndutr .. Ue • I &a 
V&.UH de I'A"•· It~ Oltnt,n 
dt CIUH, klot&ln tl acara.e 
oot t•n~o~ I 1a maJUt de g._ 
une rtunaon dt ~.._ 
et tall a.rtve Pt-ndant ...,. •~ 
nUt JoQmN L'bOtd• .. · VW. 
dt CIUH I fLt O«_,Qt pu 
pluJttura c ent a 1 n t 1 d'OY· 
vrtrn t.. VaUte de I'ArY• 
pou,tde 0.. tndu.at"" de eM· 
~Jt:C..It tt J'bOtloprtt • 

Delli ,.. • ...... AJ,.. -
Lr aamHI l1 oetobtt IKI 
dJa d\f'mlnou de I a 1 " 0-'. 
d8jl'fltf pour I'AU• m apt 
quHtaJtnt VtJ'DH ccmt,. 
rerro .. lalrt unponaau pour 
t•Aftematne. A 11 at.atkln M 
Mpu~aur•Buecll. ctt dw•l· 
nott ouuc.aJtnl le U'ala ft 
Pll\lltftt I& tnORta... .. 
rl'l1on de 8 •umac;nt H.,_.. 
par Olono et oO lt1 Hu.ve· 
not• · ·ec.a&enl dtJ& rtru..,. 
au xvtr IIK1t. lA ltnd&l· 
me11t or .. DlN drll -..u .. 
et 4rtiM clll ...,.,..... IUt ... 
rout,.... I.M t:b...u.o&a .,.., 
eat.bfe et Nt1C&IIMt per ... -



Lru!1Slat!on or Dur l H 1 ~ .C:'~ bC tO 
EiserJ•vl.er, llovo;t:be r 21, 19-.~ . 

The t'rencb nation .foraaw that in spite o.f t he arri val o.f her 
allies t he liquidation of Vichy in t'r ench .North A.frica would n ot take 
place without delay or even sudden cruUJgee. But , tho French nation , 
in i ta imprisonment , felt great est concern on learning tha t dela.ye 
may be such and such and that sudden turns ms:r take on such a character. 
The nation in its impriaonment intends to f'ind out what goes on. 

lluch .l'rench terri tory i s occupied by the allied armies with 
the consent and enthusia stic support or the people . The natioA asks 
whether or not the regime and spirit of Vicb,y will reoain thers in 
f orce , whether or not the present Vicb,y •l ords" will continue in 
o.ffice, whethe r or not this part of tho l 'ronch empire will be able 
to unite with that part which has already taken up arms again under 
the _banner. of honor, whether or not national deliver ance beginnin8 
with t he liberated empire ought to be diebonor ed by a f oursome of 
culprits, camouflaged f or the time being undar add i tional parjury. 

I t would be serious and dangerous simply t o a sk these 4uestions if 
at the same t ime t hey could not be M&\'fared . 

Certainl,y !'ranee has onJ,y t oo many t imes known that in the 
conf usion of this world war there are r i sks of making mistakes on the 
part of indi viduals with the beat of intentions . But abe (t'rance) 
bas also r ecogni zed t hat the alliance of all her allies was a sincere 
one and tha t the sacred ideal f or wh ich so many, many m.en and women 
suffer and die on the .field of l iberty necessarily r~jected dishonor 
and treason as .l'ra nce herself cursed them. 

Of a certainty, ~ranee knows how a regime of oppr ession and 
of lias bas long been a bl e t o s ilence froo speech and public opinion 
in Algeria , llorocco and Tunisia. But she also lotofls tha t once the 
columns of the temple of the idol have been shaken, nothing will again 
stifl e t he power.ful expression of nati nal will either in Africa or 
elsewhere . 

Likewise, France i s ~ aware of the difficulty in bringing 
nbout co-operation in tho wa r of t erritories so diverse and so l ong 
separated as those makin8 up its empire lUld (she is also aware of 
the diffi cultf) of united action in combat of armed forces which she 
has or which she i s going _ to be able to dr'"' upon f rom all parts of 
the earth. But sbe knows t hat in order t o unit o a ll the forces which 
belong t o her and the possessions which she protects , there exist tiee 
of l ong standing: j ust laws o.f the legully constituted republ ic and 
treaties which she has concluded. She knows thnt her soldiers , wheth­
er they fight in Tunisi,., Lib,ya , in Thcad , or in tho i'acific, a r e not 
the soldiers belonging to an individual but are t ile soldier s of ~'ranee . 

S~1ce the country f el l benoa th onemy blows and from t reason.1 ble 
plots, the t reasure of nati~nal independence and dignity has been eafe-
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gw.rded . Through what triala? Onl,y God knuwa. But having exper­
ienced that,Yrunca saw l eap from the very depths of t h e soul of the 
people , the all 'Onveloping flame of hope and liberty. It is due to 
this oaor ed flame that t here haa been r aised up and organized, under 
the V&t"f heal of the enemy and of his collaborateura, t he tremendous 
r eBistanee of the k'renell people. It in by virtue of this same flame 
that much of our territory and a part of our forceo nave little by 
lit tle eo10e together . I t is around this SSIIe .flue t lla t the whole 
empire will unit e i tself ldth the .. hole nation to f ight and to con­
quer side by side with sll the a l lieo of k'rance. It is thus and 
thus alone that victory will glorious~ 'Hipe out with a s ingle bl ow, 
our mia fortunes , our factions and our t ears . 

A single otruggle for a unified country . 

D&CLASSIFIID 1973 
State Zlept. letter, fEB 5 

1;( APR 1 0 1973 
Ill IV Data·----

- 2 -



p-r;~ 

1 ~-·d @ t\.9 0 1\. 
T 'Oo'O eAST I'U"TY-.SIXTII 5TICU't 

sr.w YOitlt: 

President <ranklin D. Roosevelt 

Mister ~resident , 

November 26 , I942 

This is a day of Thanksgiving . I hope that many French peopl e 
will write t o you to tell you that they ar e thankf ul for t he 
brave f i ght put up by the Onited Nati ons on all ohe f ronts of 
this war - a fi ght from which a free \'!orld and a free Fr an ce 
will be reborn . 

My thoughts , to day, are wit h t he American and Eng lish soldiers 
in North Af rica wbo ar e preparing for a har d battle agains t our 
coll!Don enemy on t h e Tunisian soil. They are wit h t he Amer i can 
men who might lose their lives 1n that battle . They are 
wi th you - their Commander in Chief - who havt ma gnificent l y 
pl anned this dar ing expedi t ion. 

Amidst all the political difficulties - painful to us but 
which, I am sure , find t heir source in s t rategi c necessities 
please do no t bel ieve that the Fr ench forget what America is 
doing for them : She is hastening t he day of victory . She is 
shortening the probable length of the starvation , o f t he suf­
fering of our people at home. You are 1Undamentally and , I 
trust , foreTer our friends, our allies. VIe Jmo\V that . lie will 
be faithful. 

I wish - oh, so much - that you should address my compatriot s 
again, in t he same straight forward way t hat you used on the 
f irst day , in your own , sincer e Fr ench words . Per haps that 
this is not feasible yet , because of pressing mi litary deve- 1 
lopments . Perhaps that days , or weeks must pas s before i t is 
feasible. But when t he day comes , wont you tell the captive 
French who wait inside our borders, as much as you safely can 
about your decisi ons , your motives , your plans ? The enemY 
propaganda , the inevit able di vi sions among Fr enchmen , can 
easily crea t e misunderstanding and distrust between our two 
nations. Your voice can be a guiae, a rallyin6 point . In the 
minds of the French ( of the Alsatian pea sant , of the Bret on 
f i sherman, o f t he Paris factory worker , and also of t he righting 

l:o'r ench soldier who has been in action f or many months in a 
Ly~ian desert outpost ) there mu~t be to day some unc erta inty, 
and t he feeling of not knowing wher e their duty lies. You 



jan show them the way and tell th111 how t o help. ho"f to unite. 
Tney trust you. You can also tell ~ bow to help. It is 
so important that . ul t imately. the forces or r esistance to the 
ene~ should not split - inside or outside France. 

But this is not what I intended to wzite to you to day. I jus t 
wanted you t o k tow - and llrs Roosevelt to know that •he words 
n Amer ica n " Roosevelt " and " T t~nks " are. now as always. 
linked in my heart. 

With devoted wishes 

Yours very IU.ncerel.y 

llademoisell c Eve Curie 

P • S. r was so mov oo that you should have taken the tim e 
t o answer my telegram t he other day . Please do no t even waste 
t he t ime of your secretary to aknowledge this letter . 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPAilTMENT Of" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 30. 1942 

I am quoting below tor your intormat1on a mea­

sage which is understood to be intended tor you from 

Mr. Leon Jouhaux in the name ot the French Syndlcellet 

resistance movement . The meeeage was received through 

clandestine channels with the requeet that it be given 

no publicity. 

"Following your proclamation to the 
French nation at the time ot the landing ot 
American troope in North Africa we are happy 
to know you have confidence 1n the French 
working classes. Be assured ot the inflexible 
will ot French syndicalism to continue resis­
tance against conscription ot labor and aga1net 
the oppressor in general . We are of good hope.• 

Faithfully yours, 

The President, , 

The White House. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18 , 1942. 

IIE¥0RJJIDU11 FOR 

THE UNDER SECRbTARX OF STATE 

I tbua I can aee General 
de Oaull.e on Januaey t enth or 
tbe aaornillg ot tbe l1 tb, but I 
&reatly doubt it I can see b1a 
after that \IDtU a bout Februaey 
tirat. 

I tbinlt it would be a Ilia take 
tor General de Gaulle to aeDd a 
small llias1on to .Ug1era . Soce­
t1Ms the beat way to ll:eep peace 
1n tbe talllll7 is to ll:eep tbe 
members ot the !&11.117 apart for 
a while. 

F. D. R. 

~~~·~·~J)­

~.<. '~I· l'iJ 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 

WASHINGTO N 

Dec~~ber 17. 1942 

M1 dear Mr. President: 

In ay laet t alk with Mr. Adrien Tixier, Chiet ot 
the Figbting French Delegation in Washington, he raised 
two queetiona which I told him I would haTe to olear wit h 
you betore giving a det1n1te reply. 

The tirat had to do with your w1llingneee to receive 
General de Gaulle . I told Mr. Tixier that it wae ay 
recollection that you would be will ing to aee the General 
it he oaae to Washington eoaetime atter January 10, but 
that einoe t he aatter had not been d1 ecuesed tor aoaetiae, 
I would wish to aake sure that this underetanding atill 
held true. 

Secondly, Mr. 'l'ixier e&id that General de Gaulle 
inquired ot Admiral Stark someV1me ago whether he could 
not be p ermitted to send a aaall a1ee1on to Algiers tor 
the sole purpose ot keeping h1a intoraed ae to what wae 
going on 1n Marth A!r1os. It wae the General ' a t hougbt 
t hat t his a1se1on would haTe contact only with the Br1t1eh 
end Aaer1can Military R1gb Coamande, end that the aeabere 

ot 

'!'he President, 

The White Houee. 
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ot the a1eeton would haTe no power or authortt7 to enter 
into any dieouee1on with French ott1oiale 1n North Atr 1ca. 
I told Mr. T1x1er that I would haTe to look into this 
quut1on, at the eaae t1ae rea1nd1ng hia that when General 
de Gaulle had been 1ntoraed that 70u and Mr. Ohuroh111 
agreed that he a1ght aend a repreeentat1Te to Algiers, the 
General 

, 

r 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ~t , 
WASHINGTON c~·~ 

12-24- 42 

u\YORAN !JU...d FOR THE PHE::>IiJENT: 

(from General ~arshall) 

Mes~age j u st received from 
~urphy for ~ecre tary Hull : 

11 ! was calleo. urgently to JJarlan 1 s 
office half an hour ago, ana learned 
uarlan att acked at 1545 hours , by young 
man of Freuch nationali ty , whose 
identity not de t er mined . 

11 Assa i lant succeeded in firing 
7 r evolver shots, 4 of which struck 
varlan , whose condition as yet ls 
uncertain . 

11FUrtner aetails will 1"ollow as 
soon as poss ibl e . '' 

:h: •• .t. w. 

(uictated over telephone to 
J . Romagna) 



, •• • Uececber 2o, 1942 

This was received by Admiral Leully 
for the Preaident about twelve hours 
after word was receiveo or the assnsina­
tion of Admiral Darlan . 
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