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Ottawa)
Dated January 10, 1942
Ree'd 2:18 a,n., 1llth

Secretary of State,

ashington,

7, January 10, 5 p.i,

lly 6, January £, 1 .M.

cable from St. Plerrec deted Jenuary 10 to
Canadion press carries cnother interview with
Vier Acdnirel liuselicer in which he is quoted as
followis;

"The leeder of the occupying force said he
£id not belizve & report from \/ashincten which

gzid that the Free PFPrench would withdrow from the

\slands.” "I do not believe" he said "but in case

cur one still remains in doubt as to ny positien
1 eam zled to repect what I have sald before Yhere
#& are and here we shall remaint""*I am not look -
in~ for any opportunity to withdrevw from this
position under circumatences thot will scve us
{rom embarrnssment, we did not come here fri-
volously or without Cue regard for the serlious-
ness oi the step.

W If, for the scke of nsking the point clear,
we should withdrcw who could rcmain the vote in

favor



=2« #7, Januvery 10, 5 p.m., from Ottawa,

faver of the Vichy policy of collaboration with the
Axis wos Exectly 14 PErsons, theyol cowrsc would
remain the others could not EXpEct to live in peace
and sceurity aftcr the oflense against Viechy which
they hove comuittsd for their oun Preservation they
should et out too,

"1 IT the Prec French navil forccs should be
driven out then I sus-:st tlet the NORMANDIC be
sent here to tolie ofl the eivilion enti-Vichyites,
o similer vessel would be suffieient ond I em
surs the UIVUAIDIE would be very well rccelved
indred.

"t But the emborrcssment in thet cose, I
would remind the world, would not be that of the
*oatsd Free Prench foreca it would belony properly
.o those who say f:zy art fightling for demoeracy
crievhede but who had lcesd themasslves indelibly

oo rEcorct NErE ns crrinat i, td

LOFPAT
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AIR MAIL PQUCH
Viehy, January 12, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

Your personal letters of greetings to the
Mershal end to the General arrived today by courier
from Lisbon together with oral instructions brought
by Mr. Metthews from Wesshington in regard to certain
contingencies,

There is at the present moment no indieation
that any of the contingencies will arise in the im-
mediate future, but they are a possibility at any
time and & definite probability at some time before
this changeable politiecal status is stabilized.

It does not seem possible for me personally to
see your friend the General without attracting un-
favorable attention to him as I am constantly under
surveillance and everybody with whom I associste is
suspected of something.

We will however arrange to deliver your message
and your greetings.

I eam sending this acknowledgment of receipt
without walting for any opportunity to make delivery
because the courler is leaving at once on his return
Journey to Lisbon,

Yesterday at a very pleasant "tea™ party with
some of my Latin American colleagues I received the
following information, which may or may not have any
substantial basis of truth.

(1) The Brazilian Embassy here has information
(probably from the Spanish Ambassedor with whom they
are on terms of intimate friendship) that General
Franco has asked Germany tu take no action whatever
toward a movement through Spain until after the ad-

journment of the pending Conference in Rio de Janeiro.

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Tobde,
1=y



P

(2) The Mexican Minister here, General Aguilar,
who was once one of Villa's gun men, and who has to-

determination, told me that he is not informed as to
whether or not it would at the present time be ad-
vantageous to the common cause for Mexico to Join us
in formally declaring war on the Axis, but that if T
can unofficially tell him it would be advantageous to
the United States he will be happy to use his "gon-
siderable influence in Mexico" to induce his country
to declare war, I do not know whether or not he has
"considerable influence", but T do know that he has
c¢oursge of his convictions and more than considerable
initiative,.

He was one time Minister to Japan and he said
that declaring Manila on "open city" was an error
because, first it would heve no deterrent effect on
Japanese barbarity and, second Japan wil]l use it to
prevent the bombardment of Japanese cities.

He says that the menufacture of war material in
Japan is largely accomplished at night in the residences
of the workmen and that the destruction of almost any
¢ivilian residence in Japan will directly affect the
actual production of war material, He said: nmIn
fighting with Japanese savages all previously accepted
rules of warfare must be abandoned, "

We have distributed an accurate French translation
of your message to the Congress to appropriaste officials
and to Frenchmen who might profit therefrom. The
lMarshal told me that he read it with much interest.

French papers have published only extracts that
are skillfully designed to concesl the certainty of
vietory that fills the original text, It is heped
however that the news will get around to a lot of people
ineluding the Fuhrer.

I hope to arrange to see the Marshal in the next
day or two with the purpose of delivering your note

addressed to him,
Most respectfully,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY
January 13, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I enclose as of interest
coples of & memorandum and
despatch regarding certain
views expressed by General

Weygand.
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Department of State

DIVISION OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
December 17, 1241,

A-A
Mr, Acheson:

A=EB
Mr, Berle:

U
Mr, Wellea:

Under cover of a despatch dated November 18, 1941,
Mr, Murphy has forwarded a copy of a memorandum on French pol-
ley which General Weygand intended to present to the Council
of Minleters on the occaslion of his final visit to Vichy.
This memorandum, which reveals Weygnad's own views, makes the
following pointe, in summary:

1) After the conclusion of the Franco-German armistice
in June 1940, the French Empire was the sole "trump card” re-
mainlng to France aes a protectlon agalnet "the asbuses which
the Reich impoees upon all European peoples".

2) To retailn this protection, it was essentlal to main-
tain the Empire intact and loyal to the French Government, to
guard 1t against diesident elements, against foreign attack
and against German infiltration. Otherwiee, France would be
a8 much at the mercy of the conqueror ae Poland and Greece,
It wae with this ides in mind that General Weygand went to
Africa, and he asserts that he wae successful in maintaining
the loyalty of the African Empire,

3) In addition to protecting the Empire, the General
also took advantage of an opportunity to conclude an economic
accord wWth the United States, Although German and Eritish
oppoeltion prevented this acoord from having all the economic
results which could have been hoped for, 1t served an important
political purpose in enabling France to retain contact with
the United Statee, "a power which, in any event, will be one
of the arbiters of the sltuation at the end of the war",

4) At
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4) At the present time the Germane are not having much
Buccess either in the Battle of the Atlantic or in Rusela,
American intervention becomes more pronounced. The war is
likely to be long. Germany thle winter will probably be
driven to seek control of the Mediterranean in order to or-
ganize Europe for conflict of indefinite length., France must
continue to preserve her African Empire from German control,
gince ... "By reeleting Germany we might aggravate the conditions
of a severe Armietice, but we would leave oureelves the poe-
elbllity of action which can only improve with time. Opening
Africa to Germany means in the laet analyeie glving to Germany
& unigue opportunity to be able to continue the war during
ten years and to impose without the poseibility of any re-
action 1te will upon France."

Wellace Murray
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(COPY:LIS:Eu)
( COMPARED vf¢)

No. 1000.

AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL
Alglers, Algeria, November 18, 1941.

AIRMATL

Subject: Vieit of General Weyzand to Vieny.

THE HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
WABHINGTON.

BIR:

I have the honor to enclose, in original and trans-
lation, a copy of a memorandum on the subject of French
policy taken by General Weygand to Vichy. He planned to
read this statement of his conceptlon of what ench

eneral policy should be, with particular regard to French
rica, to the Council of Ministers at Vichy during the
course of hie present visit.

The Department will find the enclosure, I am Bure,
an interesting resume of the current views of General
Weyzand which are shared by some of his associates.

Respectfully youra,
ROBERT D. MURPHY

Robert D. Murphy
Counselor of Embaasy

Enclosure:
Memorandum
Tranelation of same

In eingle copy to the Department
Copy to Embassy at Vieny

800
RDM. sdh
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, , A 1l'epoque ou j'al pris les fonctions de Delégué
General du Gouvernement en Afrique Frangaise, la situation
internationale ee trouvait dominée par un fait dont 1'im-
portance devalt s'averer capitale pour la condulte de la
politique frangaise. Je veux parler de 1'eéchec de 1l'offen-
8ive aerienne allemande contre les Ilee Britanniques qui
presagealt la prolongation du conflit et, sans doute,
1'impossibilite pour le Reich de mettre Jamais a genoux les
pulssances anglo-saxonnes.

Dans ces conditions, la posltion de la France vaioue
8e valorisait soudainement par le fait que 1l'Armistice
conclue sur ma demande lui avait lalssé la garde de son
Empire. la France redevenait du coup maftreese d'un fac-
teur important pour 1'issue du conflit et les positione
strategiques sous son contréle constitualent un atout
essentlel dane la situation diplomatique genérale. L'im-
portance en etait soullgnee par 1l'interét que lui portaient
soudain les propagandes etrangeres.

Ces propagandes, Je les al combattues de tout mon
pouvolir.

, Le réle de 1'Empire, selon mol, devait étre de pro-
teger la Metropole contre les Bevices que le HReich impose
& tous les peuples de 1'Europe. ‘Cette protection ne pouvalt
8'exercer que si la France gardait intanglibles ses terri-
toires. I1 fallait que la rance les garddt gontre la
dieseldence ou les attaques de l'etranger. C'etalt mon réle
et Je ne crains pas de dire que le loyalieme de 1'Afrique
Frangalse est aujourd'hui plus fort que jamais.

I1 fallait également que la France gardit ses terri-
toires contre lee infiltrations allemandes. C'etalt la
tdche du Gpuvernement. Tout contréle du Reich sup notre
Empire enleve a 1la France 1'atout que 1'Armistice lui a
lalese. Il la met a la mercl du vainqueur au méme titre
qQue la Pologne ou la Grece.

Au début de 1'année en cours, les Etats-Unis nous
offralent yn accord de ravitaillement qui n's pas donne
tous les resultat economliques que nous pouvions en at-
tendre en raleson de 1'opposition de la Erande-ﬂrntngnu

(salele
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(saisie du SHEHERAZADE, réduction de noe demandes de pro-
dults petroliers) et de 1'Allemagne (opposition au départ
de nos navires, refus d'accepter les propositions permet-
tant d'augmenter le nombre de nos cargos, opposition au
contréle par lee coneule americains de la non-réexportation
des produits petroliers, eto....)

Mals au point de vue politique, cet accord présentait
un avantage considerable. La France, grédce a gon Empire,
restait la seule puissance d'luruﬁu ayant garde des rap-
porte economiquee avec les Etats- nie. Tant que le con- ‘
tréle de la France esur ges territoires n' etait pas menace,
les anglo-saxons les respectalent.

Ainel, & la tdche de protection contre le vainqueur
que })'avais comprise pour 1'Empire, 8'ajoutait une autre
possibilite: celle de maintenir des contacts economiques
et politiquee cordiaux avec une pulsesance qui, en_tout etat
de cause, sera l'un des arbitres de la situation a la fin
du conrlit.

L'évolution de la situation en 1941 n'a fait que con-
firmer 1'importance grandissante de l'Afrique Frangaise.
La bataille de 1'Atlantique ne s'Acheve pas par un
succes definitif de 1'Allemagne. L'intervention
Americaine se précise de plue en plus et aujourd'nul,
l'amendement de la loi de neutralite est chose faite,.
L'Allemagne, par contre, marque dee points en Russie.
Tout annonce gue la bataille de cet hiver sera celle de
la Mediterranee, la possession de cette vole maritime
etant indiepengable a 1'Allemagne pour transporter les
matieres premieres de 1'Est vers 1'QOuest. L'organieation
de 1'Europe allemande ne peut se raire sans la maitrise
d'une vole de communication maritime, la Méditerranece.

] Ouvrir 1'Afrique Frangaise a 1'Allemagne c¢'est assurer
& celle-ci la possibilité d'organiser le continent. C'est
aussi ?rirer la France de la position strategique clef
pour 1l'issue du conflit. C'est faire courir & cet Empire
le risque de devenir le champ de bataille entre les deux
antagonistes. ('est AZgraver par notre renoncement, les
conditions d'un armistice severe, maie qui nous lalesait
des poselbllités d'action qui n'ont fait que e'ameliorer
avec le temps. C'est enfin donner a 1'Allemagne une
chance unique de pouvoir continuer la guerre pendant dix

et d'imposer sans poseibilité de reaction sa volontse
& la France.

Alger, 15 Novembre 1941
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When I undertook the functione of Delegate General
of the Government in French Africa, the international situa-
tion wae dominated by a faect, the importance of whieh would
of necessity be capital in the conduct of French poliey.
1 speak of the fallure of the German air offensive against
the Britieh Isles which presaged a prolongation of the war
and, without doubt, the incapacity of the German Relch to
bring the Anglo-B8axon powers to their knees.

Under those circumstances, the position of vanquished
France suddenly took on a new value by reason of the fact
that the Armistice concluded on my request permitted to
France the control of its Empire. With one stroke France
ngain became master of an important factor in the outcome
of the war, and the strategic positione in ite control became
& trump essential in the general diplomatic situation. The
importance thereof was emphasized by the general interest
which was shown therein by foreign propaganda.

I fought thise propaganda to the best of my ability.

In my opinion, the role of the Empire should be the
Erutuutinn of metropolitan France against abuses which the
eich imposes upon all European peoples. This protection

cannot be exercised if France does not retaln ite terri-
toriee intact. France muet guard its territorles against
diesident movements or foreign attack. That was my role
and I do not fear to say that the loyalty of French Africa
today ie stronger than ever.

It was necessary aleso that France guard its territories
againat German infiltration. That wae the duty of the Gov-
ernment. Contrel by the Relch of affaire in our Empire
deprivees France of the trump which the Armistice left it.
Such control places France at the mercy of the conquerer
Just as in the case of Poland and Greece.

At the beginning of the present year, the United
States offered us an economic accord wnich has not given
all the economiec resulte for whicn we could have hoped because
of British opposition (seizure of tne SHEHEHAZADE, reduction
of our requests for petroleum products), and that of Germany
(opposition to the departure of our snips, refusal to accept
propositions permitting an increase in tne numpber of mercnant

shipe
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shipe engaged in this traffic, opposition to the econtrol by
American consular officers of the exportation of petroleum
products, ete.).

But, from the political point of view, thie asccord
offered an important advantage. France, thanks to ite Em-
pire, remained the only European power retalning its economle
relations with the United States. As long as French control
of ite territories waes not threatened, the Anglo-Saxons
regpected it.

Thus, in addition to the duty, as I understood it, of
protecting the Empire against the conqueror, there was added
& further poesibility, that of maintaining cordial economic
and political contact with a power which, in any event, will
be one of the arbiters of the situation at the end of the war.

The evolution of the situation in 1941 only confirms
the growing importance of French Africa. The battle of the
Atlantic does not develop into a German success. American
intervention 18 growing more defined, and today the amend-
ment of the Neutrality Act ie an accomplished fact. Germany,
on the other hand, marks time in Russia, Everything indi-
cates that the battle this winter will be that of the
Mediterranean, ae the posgession of that waterway will be
indiepensable to Germany for the transport of raw products
from Eagt to West. The organization of Germanized Europe
ls lmposseible without control of this lmportant maritime
highway, the Mediterranean.

To open French Afrieca to Germany ies to assure to the
latter the possibility of organizing the continent of
Europe. It would also mean that France would be deprived
of a strategic position - the key for the final issue o
the war. It would cause the Empire to run the rigk of
becoming a battlefield between the two opponents. By
resleting Germany we might aggravate the conditions of a
gevere Armistice, but we would leave ourselves the possi-
bilities of action whieh can only improve with time.
Opening Africa to Germany means in the last analyeies giving
to Germany a unique opportunity to be able to continue the
war during ten years and to ilguuu without the poseibility
of any reaction its will upon France.
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January 20, 1042

MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I think 1t would be an excellent idea to send this
message Just as 1t is.

I have had the message typed up as a telegram just
as you drafted it and Af you approve, I shall have it
sent off forthwith,
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Published in

Foreign Relations of the United States
1942 Vol 11 (Fronce) Europe

Pages 123 =124



January 20, 1942
AWLF (CAN EMBASESY,
VICHY, (FHANCE).

POR THE AMBASSADOR

The Fresldent has asked we to send you the following
messagel

QUOTE Dear Bill:

Here are some thoughts which you could use If ths oo-
casion offered -~ either with Marshal Petaln or General
Weygand,

(1). It is most important for the Prench Government
and the Frensh people to reallse that the President of
the United States ls about the best friend they have; that
one of hls greatest wishes 1s to see France reconstituted
in the post-war perlod in m-cordance with its splendid
positlion In histery.

(2). The word 'Prance’ in the mind of the President
ineludes the Prensh Colonlal Empire.

(3). The attack on the United States and the deelara-
tlmurm-t-klmmnemtmmﬂ-
reallze that any sot on thelr part either at home or in
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the Colonies which would give mld and comfort to the
Geraans or Italians must, of necessity, help the Cermans
and hurt the United States. The United States could not,
of course, take such a hostile act lying doma. That 1s
Just common sense which the French should realize,

(4). Now that the United States 1s in the war, it should
be perfectly clear to the French Govermment and the French
people that if Germany or Italy attacked unoceupled France
or any of the French Colonies, In any way, the President
could not regard acquiescence to such an attack as any-
thlngnluthnph:hgmnmgn-.

(6). On the other hand, resistance by the French
against Germany or Italian attack either in France itself
nrinwpﬂurthlcnlmmaplnmmnnmw
the President as a normal and natural reactlon. Such re-
slstance would have mot only the moral support of the
United States, but it would 8lso have the physical support
of the United States by every possible military and naval
assistance we could bring to bear,
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The above seems to me almost like a primer because
it 1s wholly logical and wholly simple. F.D.R. UNQUOTE
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 20, 194i2.

HIMORANDUK FOR
CORDELL HULL:

¥What would you think of my
sending the enclosed to Leahy?

F.D.R.



Janusry 20, 1942,

MRMORANDUN FOR ADMTRAL LEAHY:
Dear Bill:

Here are some thoughts which you could use if the
occasion offered -- either with Marshal Petaln or Genersl Weygand.

{(1). It is most important for the French Government and the
French people to realize thaet the President of the United States
1s ebout the best friend they have; that one of his grectest
wishes 1s to see Frunce reconstituted in the post-war period inp
accordance with 1ts splendid position in history.

(2). The word "Frunce®™ in the mind of the President ineludes
the Frenech Colonial Empire.

(3). The attack on the United Stetes and the decleration of
war must wake the French Covernment and peonle reelize that any
aot on thelr part either at home or in the Colonies whieh would
glve eld and comfort to the Germans or Itallens must, of neceseity,
help the Germens and hurt the United States. The ted Stetes
eaugd not, of course, take sueh & hostlile act lylng down. That
is just common sense which the French should realize.

(4).  How that the United States s in the war, it should be
perfectly clear to the Freneh Govermment and the Freneh people
that 1f or Italy attacked unoccupled Frunce or any of the
French Colonies, in any way, the Prealdent could not regard
acquiescence to such an attack as anything else thean Playing the
German gume.

(5)s  On the other hand, resistance by the French agalnst
Germany or Itelian attack either in France 1teelf or 1o eny part
of the Colonial Empire would be regarded Ly the President as a
normal and natural reaction. Sueh resistanoce would have not only
the moral support of the United States, but 1t would also have
the physleal support of the United Stutes by every possible
militery and navel assistance we could brin: to bear.

The above seems to me almost like a primer becuuse 1t
is wholly loglecal and wholly simple.

FeDuRe
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The White House
Mlashington February 2 1942

My ddar President:
I am sending you in accompanying memorandum

a proposal disposing of the St Pierre - Mi uelon delzure by the

Free French until after the war. I think you will readily grasp
all phases of this proposal.

What I am writing you about primarily is the probable
repercuseions from Vichy when thie matter 1s made public a few
daye hence, either by the British foreign office or by Degaulle,
regardless of whether privacy is urged by us or not. The Vichy
situation 1es becoming more acute from different angles, and I
feel that I should call to your attention the real prcbabilities
of serious deteriorations occurring there in relation to the
questions of the French navy, Medlterranean bases, North Africa
ete, And yet there 1s no other course that we can take at this
time.

In connection with theese probable developments, We are
considering recommending to you that Admiral Leahy be called
back for conference.

Sincerely yours,
Cordell Hull.



TELEGRAM

The Wihite House
ﬂmlfmgtm February 2 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I refer to your memorandum of January 26 on the
subject of the 8t Pierre-Miquelon occupation.

In view of the fact that certain policies and obliga-
=tione of this government relating to the war situation were
materially affected on both eides of the Atlantic by the
unexpected occupation of the 8t Plerre-Miquelon islands by
Free French naval forces on December 24, 1941, this government
proceeded, in a spirit of friendly cooperation with the British
and Canadian governmente, to seek a settlement which could be
found acceptable by all concerened. This government suggested
a broad basic proposal, a copy of which 1s hereto attached. This
proposal was in line with the policy we have continuously pur-
-sued to the present time --- that of holding the Vichy govern=—
ment to 1te assurances regarding the French fleet, the North
African bases, and French colonial possessions.

Ag you will recall, Pirime Minister Churchill agreed
in general with you and with me on thies suggestéed proposal,
conditional upon his ability to secure the approval of General
de Gaulle. It now appears that Prime Minister Churchill was not
able to obtaln General de Gaulle's accerd, The draft formula
substituted by Mr. Churchill, referred to in his telegram to
You, would not be of assistance to us in holding the Vichy
government fo its assurances, nor would it appear to be accepta

ble to that government.



~~TELEGRAM

The White House
Blushington

S
In view of the fallure to achieve a general satiefactory
settlement which would conform with the policies and obligations
of this government on both sides of the Atlantio, and in view of
the paramount importance of furthering unity and harmony in the
maximum cooperative war effort with Great Britain, Canada, and
the other United Nations, I recommend that further negotiations
of discussions of the matter be postponed for the period of the
war,

C. H.



~—TELEGRAM

The White House
Hlashington

SUGGESTED PROPOSAL FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE 38T PIERRE-
MIQUELON BITUATION.

1, The islandg are French and will remain French.

2. To avold any potential threat to the shipping of the
governmente concerned, the use of the wireless statione on
the islands will be subj)eet to the supervision and control
by obeervers appolinted by the Amerlcan and Canadlan govern-
ments and attached to their respective consulates.

3. The i1slands shall be neutralized and demilitarized and
shall be considered out of the war.

4., The present administrator shall be withdrawn for the
period of the war; the appointment of an administrator shall
be withheld for the same period, and the administratton of
the islande shall be left in the hands of the Consultative
Council.

5. All armed forces will be withdrawn.

6. The Canadian and American governments agree and undertake
to continue economie assistance to the inhabltants of the islands
and the respective consuls of those countries will confer with
the local authorities as to the nature of the asslstance to be
glven. Arrangements are being made both to continue the supplies
from the Unlted States and Canada on which the islands are depen-
dent and to provide the seasonal supply of fish to the French
inhabitante of Martinique.

(end)
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

February 2, 1942.

My dear Mr, President:
I am sending you in accompanying memorandum &

proposal disposing of the 8t, Plerre-Miquelon seizure

by the Free French until after the war, I think you
will readily grasp all phases of this proposal.

What I am writing you about primarily is the
probable repercussions from Vichy when this matter is
made public a few days hence, either by the British
Forelgn O0ffice or by DeGaulle, regardless of whether
privecy 1s urged by us or not. The Viechy situation 1is
becoming more acute from different angles, and I fesl
that I should call to your attention the real probablli-
ties of serious deterlorations occurring there in re-
lation to the questions of the French Navy, Mediterranean
bases, North Africa, etc. And yet there is no other
course that we can take at this time,

In connectlon with these probable developments,
we are consldering recommending to you that Admiral

Leshy
The President,

The White House,
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Leahy be called back for conference,

Sincerely yours,
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= THE BICAETARY OF STATE
r T,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I refer to your memorandum of January 26 on the sub-
Ject of the Bt, Plerre-liquelon occupation,

In view of the fact that certain policies and obliga-
tiocns of thie Government relating to the war situation were
meterlally affected on both sides of the Atlantie by the
unexpected occupation of the S5t Plerre-Miguelcon iglsnds
by Free French naval forces on December 24, 1541, this
Government proceeded, in a spirit of friendly cooperation
with the British and Canadian Governments, to seek g settle-
ment which could be found acceptable by all concerned., Thig
Government suggested a broad basic proposal, a copy of
which 1s hereto attached., This broposal was in line with
the policy we have continuouely pursued to the present
time--thet of holding the Vichy Government to its assur-
ances regarding the French fleet, the North African bases,
and French colonial possessions,

Ae you will recall, Prime Minister Churchill agreed
in general with you and with me on this suggested proposal,
conditional upon his ability to secure the approval of

General
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General de Gaulle, It now appears that Prime Minister
Churchill was not able to obtain General de Gaulle's
accord, The draft formula substituted by Mr, Churchill,
referred to in his telegram to you, would not be of assist-
ance to ue in holding the Vichy Government to i1ts assur-
ances, nor would i1t appear to be acceptable to that Gov-
ernment, |

In view of the fallure to achieve a general satis-
factory settlement which would conform with the policles
and obtligatlone of thls Government on both sides of the
Atlantic, and in view of the paramount importance of fur-
thering unity and harmony in the meximum cooperative war
effort with Great Britein, Canada, and the other United
Nations, I recommend that further negotiations or dis-

cusslone of the matter be postponed for the period of the

c -

war,
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January 8, 1942

Suggested proposal for the settlement
of the 8t, Plerre-Miquelon situation.

1. The iglande are French and will remain French,

2. To avold any potential threat to the shipping
of the Governmentes concerned, the use of the wireless
stations on the islands will be subject to the Euper-
vieion and control by observers appointed by the American
and Canadian Governments and attached to their regpective
consulates,

5. The 1glands shall be neutralized and demili-
terized and shall be considered out of the war,

4, The present Administrator shall be wlthdrawn
for the period of the war; the appointment of an Admin-
istrator shall be withheld for the same rerlod, and the
administration of the 1slande shall be left in the hands
of the Consultative Council,

5, All armed forces will be withdrawn.

6. The Canadian and American Governments agree
and undertake to continue economic asslstance to the in-
habltants of the l1slands and the respective consuls of
those countries will confer with the local authorities



-2=

a8 to the nature of the assistance to be given, Arrange-
mente are belng made both to continue the supplies from

the United States and Canada on which the ielands are de-
pendent and to provide the seasonal supply of fish to the

French inhabitants of Martinique,
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My dear ur. President;
Uith regard to my coanversation with you an Sunday
concerning our relations with the Vichy Oovermment, I

am attaching herewith for your convenient reference tele-

)( @ >=Pprame numbers 208 and 24 of February 7 and Pedbrusry 9

from Admirsl leshy concerning the reports that food
fupplies snd munltions hed been made avallable recently
by the French authorities to the Axis forces operating
in Nerth Afrioca.

I am attaching herewith the draft of your suggested
message to Marshel Pétain. I think the statements con=
tained therein constitute one of the last remaining
effective curds we have to play and I think the time
has now come when 1t is necesaary for a message of this
kind to be sent.

Please let me know L1f it meets with your approval.

Belleve me
Falthfully yours,

Sl s Sumner g, Loz

¥rom Viehy, Nos. 208 und 214.
Lralft tele .

The Presldent,

The ¥hite House.



’%{#&ﬂdt;éiéa

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1942.

MEMORANDUN FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND RETURN FOR
HY CONFIDENTIAL FILES,

F. D. R.

Letter to the President f'rom

Admiral Leahy, dated Jan. 25/42.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

\ |
\‘; / WASHINGTON

March 3, 1942

¥y dear Mr. President:

1 have read with much interest Admiral Leahy's

letter to you of January 25, which you were kind
enough to send me with your memorandum of February 26.
In accordance with your request, I am returning the
letter herewlth for your confidential files.

Believe me

itiully yours,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AIR MAIL POUCH

Viehy, January 25, 1942

My dear Mr., President:

Your oral instructions in regard to the African
situation brought tc Europe by Mr. Matthews reached us
here on January twelfth by officer messenger from Lisbon
who brought also your notes addressed to Marshal Pétain
and to General Weygand.

Cn the following day I obtained an interview with
the Marshal and delivered to him your note with a French
translation thereof which he read aloud to Admiral Darlan
who was present as usual and who as usual took charge of
the conversation,

The Mershel made no pertinent remark in regard to
your note other than that he would bring it to the
attention of his Govermment.

While we hear reports from many sources that
Admiral Darlan is weakening in his certainty that Germany
will win the war, his conversation with me gives no such
indication. At this interview he said that the Lybian
campaign had, from the Axis point of view, at worst only
reached a stalemate, and that Mr. Churchill will in the
near future be repleced as Prime Minister by Major Attlee
who is the only person in England acceptable to the Soviet
and to British Labor.

On Jenuary 15th I sent Mr. Douglas MacArthur, Secre-
tary of Embassy, with your note as an identification to
the Riviers with instructions to deliver orally the
messege brought from you to us by Mr, Matthews.

In view of an assumption that both the General and
the American Ambassador are under constant surveillance
I did not consider it feasible for me to make the contact
myself.

Dﬂ L
The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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On January twentieth Mr., MacArthur with much
skill and diplomecy, and presumably without attracting
the attention of the Sadreté, succeeded in meking con-
tact with Genmeral Weygand in a hotel near Nice where
he delivered your written communication and the oral
message brought by Matthews.

The General was courteouz and agreeable but de-
elined to give any consideration to the possibility of
his taking eny action in the African problem. He said
that he is now a private citizen with no official status,
that he is completely loyal to the Marshal, and that if
France should be so unfortunete as to lose the services
of the Marshel he would under the legally designated
successor have no opportunity to render service to the

country.

Upon being requested to consider the message from
you as perscnal and confidential to be not divulged to
any other person he replied that his loyalty to the
Marshal would make it necessary to inform Marshal Pétain
:hicghhe could and would do without its becoming kmown

o others.

I cannot escape from a belief that it will come
to the knowledge of others and that it may be transmitted
to the German authorities.

A brief of the General's attitude is that he will
have nothing to do with the proposition and that he will
not offer a suggestion of any other person who might be
interested.

A systematlc serles of changes in the Army command
that is being accomplished in the recent past which in-
cludes the removal from Africa of officers who held key
positions under Weygand indicates to me a probability
that the Army is being packed with a high command that
will be amenable to any instructions issued by "Viechy",
end that Admiral Darlan's statement to me of his intention
to resist invasion of the African colonies by anybody
definitely includes Americans.

It appears at the present time that Germany can
accomplish its essential needs in French Africa by agree-
ment and without an invesion in force, but there is
nothing to indicate that a Germen military expedition into
the colonies would be resisted.

If "aw
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If any of the "contingencies" enumerated in
the oral message brought by Mr., Matthews should be
accepted as sufficient cause to give the suggested
gid to the colonies it would be wise to have full ad-
vence information as to whether the proposed "ald"
will be accepted or opposed, and if such aid 1s sent to
Africa it should be in sufficlent quantity and quality
to accomplish its purpose.

4 repetition of Daker would be destructive of
American prestige and extremely discouraging to the
one remaining hope of submerged civilization in this
part of the world.

Day before yesterday I received from the State
Department by cable dated 20 January your message con-
taining thoughts in regerd to the Marshal and in regard
to France.

I have not since been able to obtain an interview
but will do so within the next few days and will convey
to the Marshal your thoughts which should stiffen his
resistance to Axis demands if anything can have that
effect. I have as you know expressed to him as my
personal opinion most of the thoughts contained in your
note, but now that they come directly from the President
they certainly should carry more welght.

Your statement that resistance to Axis attack
would have not only the moral support of the United
States but would also have every posaible military and
naval assistance we could bring to bear, should at
least discourage the granting of assistance to the enemy.
While practically the entire population of Franmce outside
of Viehy would look with favor on any positive action
that America might take in French territory against the
Axis, I wish I could indulge in a reasonable hope that
your attitude might bring about effective action by the
Marshel in resisting future Axis demands.

we will continue to do our best to cheer him
along.

Rumors persist that within the next few weeks
Germany will propose to the Marshal and insist upon a
readjustment of the relations between the two countries
with concessions from both sides.

We succeeded last week efter some effort on a
relisble source in obtaining informetion that recent

British ...
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Britlish bombings of Brest have obtained useful re-
sults as follows.

In spite of the fact that dummies have been
constructed to represent the German ships under repair
in that harbor, recent bombings have more or less
;:riouuly damaged the Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, and Prinz

gen.

On Jenuary 15th, Gneisenau is out of service for
a long period;

Scharnhorst received two bomb hits forward and
is unserviceable for the time being;

Prinz Eugen received one hit that tore thirty
yards of its hull plating.

This information was at once reported by cable
to the Navy Department.

Hoplng that you can manage to unload a sufficient
part of the burden on somebody to conserve yourself for
the long pull that may be necessary in order tc com-
rletely destroy the Oriental menace, I remain always,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 11, 1942.

MEMORANLUNM POR
THE ACTING SFCRFTARY OF ST.TE:

Do you think the enclosec needs
& reply? If not, please return to me
for my files.

FGD.L -

Letter from Hon. George T. Summerlin,
State Dept., 3/7/42, to Miss Tully, enclosing
A letter address=ed to the President by
Marshal Ph. Petaip, Vichy, France, 1/16/42,
togather with a translation of game, in
acknowledgment of the President's communica-
tion of 12/27/41.



March 1, 1844

In reply refer %o
1 740.0011 Ruropean War, 1939/19747

Hy dear ¥igs Tully:

I am enclosing herewith a letter addressed to the
President by Marshal Pétain, together with a translation
thereof, in acknovledgment of the President's communi-
eation of December 27, 1941, which hae been recelved
from the American Mmbassy at Vichy for transmission to
the Fresident.

Sincerely yours,

4gONOR T Bﬁﬂﬂ“"

! Chief of Protocel

Enecloesurea:
Letter from Marchal Petaln

-to the President, with
translation.

¥ies Orace 0. Mlly,
The "hite Mouse.
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March 25, 1049

Ky dear Wr. President;
The Ministsr of Luzeambourg bhec Lacdeéd me s
ating to the situastion in unoccupled

feh I belleva you will find of ilntereet.
I ettech ¢ truneletion thereof.

Fuithfully yours,

Sumper Wellews

Aoting Seeretary.

Enslosurs:
Translation of
mesmorandus as
stoted above,

The Fresident
The "hites Houss.

ga,. i‘f‘*’“‘"“ggﬁ-au gﬁ Zu(, i
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\ DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

March 27. 1942

My dear Mr., President:

In compliance with your request of March
21, 1942, I am ratqrﬁing the letter from Admiral
Williem D. Leahy,/ together with a suggested drefs

for your signature, if you approve.
ruilhtﬁiiy yours,
u‘lﬁg—siuritqéZT\\‘ﬁ:t[ ;’ 2

Enclosure:

Letter from Admiral
Williem D. Leahy as
indicated above.

The President
The White House.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AIR MAIL POUCH
Vichy, February 20, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

On February 11th we received by cable from
the State Denartment your messeage to Marshal Pétain
in which you informed him of informetion received in
washington to the effect that an agreement had been
mrde to tranaport war material to the Axis forces in
Lybia by the use of French merchent ships between
Frence and Tunis, and in which you told him that un-
less officisl mssurance should be given by France that
no militery aid will go forwerd to Germany, Italy and
Japan, and that French ships will not be used in the
furtherance of their acts of aggression in any theater
of war wherever it may be, I would be recalled for ad-
vice and counsel in s determination of American future
nolicy with regerd to the Government of Vichy.

In the forenoon of the next day, February l2th,
I delivered to the Marshal a written French translation
of your message which he reasd eloud to Admiral Darlan
and M, Rochat who were as usual present at the confer-
ence. The Marshal mede no other comment than to say
thet he would give me a written reply.

Admirel Darlan who had made an egreement with
Italy, possibly without the knowledge of the Marshal,
to send in French ships to Tunis for Rommel's army 200
tons of foodstuffs each week and & total of 500 Italian
trucks seemed unusuelly disturbed by your very positive
statement of your reectiocn thereto.

The Marshal throughout our very brief tense inter-
view was as friendly and considerate as always. Upon my
deperture he expressed a hope that it will not be neces-
sary for me to depart from France.

On February 18th we received and forwarded by
cable to the Department of State a note signed by Darlan
in reply to your message to the Marshal,

None ...
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

R
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None of the assurances demanded by you in regard
to giving assistance to the Axis farces or in regard to
the use of French ships in the furtherence of their acts
of aggression appear in the Vichy reply to your message,
and I am therefore expecting a "recall for consultation®,

In view of an opinion previously expressed by
Admire]l Darlan end entertainsd by other officisls of
the Viehy Government that the United States can be de-
pended upon to never take any positive action I consider
it would be extremely detrimental to American prestige
to fail in this instance to carry out your announced in-
tention to recall the Ambassador for consultation in the
determinetion of future policy with regard to the Govern-
ment of Viehy.

If in the larger field of view from Weshington it
would appear advantageous to our wer effort for me to
continue 1n the office of Ambassador to France, it would
appear from this point of wview entirely precticable for
me to return after a "consultation", but in my opinion
Viehy should not be permitted to believe that your state-
ment in regerd to my recall for consultation in the event
of failure to receive the requested assurances was a
"hluft", Too large a number of the members of the Viechy
Government now share a belief with Admiral Darlan that the
United States may be always depended upon to take no
positive action whatever.

Since receiving the Mershal's reply to your message
I have seen a copy of a proposal made by Vichy in January
to Jepan in regard to the use by Japan of French merchant
ships in the Orlent. This proposal agrees to charter to
Japan about 50,000 tons of the French shipping now in
Chinese and Indochinese ports, the ships to be operated
under the Japanese flag with Japanese officers and crews,
but not to be used for "war purposes". Other French
ships will be used under a time charter for commercial
purposes between Japanese occupled ports but under the
French flag and with French crews.

I was, in reply to a specifiec question, informed
orally by Admiral Darlan on 12 February that arramgements
for the chartering of French merchant shipping by Japan
hed not been completed.

I personaelly have no doubt that under a threat of
Axis pressure Vichy will agree to any use of French
shipping thet may be demanded.

Since ...
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Since the retreat in Libya, the escape of German
ships from Brest, and the fall of Singapore, British
prestige has fallen to a new low level.

1 am sure that French public opinion and I believe
that the Marshal himself hopes that an Allied victory
will save France from the fate toward which it is moving,
but at the present time public opinion and the Marshal
?ave difficulty in believing that the Axis can be de-

eated.

The local press yesterday reported a statement by
General Smuts that there is as yet no reason for taking
any action in regard to Madagascar,

This is reassuring to Vichy where there has very
naturally been a fear for some time that the Allies
might enticipate Japanese amction by occupying Madagasear,
Mauritius, and Réunion,

From this point of view and particularly in con-
sideration of previous action of Vichy in Indochina it
is diffieult to understand why these islands, flanking
8s they do the supply route from anywhere to the Red Sea
and now also from Good Hope to the Dutch East Indies,
have not long ago been occupied by the Allies,

There must be a suffieient forece in South Africa
that could be spared for that purpose befare it is made
difficult by previous enemy action.

While one should have great sympathy for the Marshal
in his almost impossible position, and a real affection
for the unorgenized, inarticulate, depressed people of
France, it would appear that the time has already passed
when this war for the preservation of our eivilization
permits of giving further consideration to the pride or
sensibilities of defeated France in Madagascar, in Indo-
china, or elsewhere.

With one and & helf million of its young men in
German prison camps and with more than half of its con-
tinental area occupied by German troops there is not a
chance that France can be of any assistamce to the Allies
or even be of any assistance to itself. It would there-
fore seem desirable, necessary and essential that French
territory be utilized by the Allies wherever it promises
advantage to us in the prosecution of our war effort.

Viehy ...
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Viechy would objeet of course but much of French
public opinion would cheer us on.

I am taking advantage of courier departing today
to send this hurriedly prepared letter.
Most respectfully,

WORiAns Bea oy —
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lear 51ill:

I heve glven carcful considerstion to the
thoughts expressed in your letter of Februury
20, partleulerly as u“iud: your feeling thst
it would be detrizen to cur poliey to fail
to carry out Lhe sxpressed latention to recall
you for eonsultation,

I a=m faully syspathetiec end onderstend the
position in wiieh this has pleced you. On the
other hand, the tising of such a step has mow
btecome of peresount =ilitery importesnce. 1In
fact, the jolnt Ste’f slssions have very defl-
ulnh urged that we postpone as 1 ee possie
ble eny evidenecs of chapge in our relstisns with
Freance sad they consider thet to hold the fort
&8s far as you are concerned 1s ss isportant s
dut-a task as any other 1n these days., Cone
seguently, we declded to go ahead end to obtein
from the Hsrehal's Sovernzeat Lhe utmost sssur-
snces possitle whieh woulé preserve our funda-
mental mctthu. ot only ls our presence ia
France North Africa the lest btridgehesd to
Europe but it likewlise helps to hold the Iberisn
Fenlnsule in line,

The allitsry developments of the next few
wesks will be of such vital isportsnce that, in
the interests of the Unlted Fatlons, we c:;-t

ford

AGairel Willlss D, Leshy,
Azmericsn Asbsssador,

Vi ey e



afford to risk u{ possibility that an abrupt
sction on our pert wouléd lose !rnu anyehere,
The lmpending Nediterranesn drive will be one
of the most laportent of the wer snd it must
bs checked &l]l mesns possible until the tinme
when the full welght of our repidly developling
production can be felt in the war effort.

I have &lso tsken note of your statements
regerding Nedsgescer and shsll refer thex to
the wer council.

I want you to realice that I am fully aware
of the protlems with ehich you sre confronted
but sust eonsider thet you are 1n & vital strae
tegie position, In these critical diys we count
not only on your presence there as LAxbassador
but upon your csen =ilitary knowledge snd exe
perience to give us, in so far ss possible,
ntl?l.n of the French position fro= this point
of view.

Ehould the time come, however, when the
condlitiona of our relatiorms with the ¥ershsl's
Governsent sre more stable and your return for
eonsultation would not bte made en issue elther
here or in Frenee, I shall telegraph you to
procesd to Wsshinglom "for consultstion,”

With kindest regards to you both,
Very sincerely yours,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

i S
March 30, 1942 N

My dear Mr. President: *
I am enclosing for your informatioh a copy of
a telegram I sent to Admiral Leahy Ginder date of

March 27, following my conversation with Jou on
the telephone of that same day. I am also enclos-
ing a copy of the Admiral's reply, dated March 30,
1 pem., Just received by me.

Believe me

Encs.,
Telegram 214 to Vie

The President,
The White House,
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TELEGR..M SENT
FH Morch 27, 1942
This telegram rust be
closely poraphrnsed beE= 4 peliy

fore being corrmnicated
to anyones (8C)
AMERIOLN EMBLSSY

VICHY

IRIPLE PRIORITY

214

OEeleEssEr], FOR THE JMBLSS.LDOR

Your 451, March 26, 3 p.n.

wt ony moment at which in your judgment 1t
nppeara probable thnt Laval 1a to return to the
French Govemnent, you are requested to obtoin
immedintely an audience with the lMarshal and to
meke, by direction nf the President, the following
statement to hiu,

"The Government »f the United States hons mnde
every effort durlng recent weeks to adjuat, in a
friendly spirit vorious problems which hove arisen
in its relotions with the French Governnent with due
regard for the nationcl interests of the United
States and bearing in mind the interests of the
French people ond thelr aspirnticns forr the restorotion
of the integrity and independence of Fronce.

8 the



=2wi'214, March 27, 4 pem, to Vichy,

48 the result of the recent interchonge between
the twa Governments, these problems hove been solved
and the Governnent of the United Stntea, as the
French Governuent is awnre, is willing to consider
the immedinte resumption of the trade arrangements
previcusly agreed upon and vhich hnd temporarily
been held in suspension,

The Governnent of the United Stotes hos no
intention vhotever of interfering in the purely
domestie affairs of the French people,

However, the return to a position nf power
and authority in the French Government of M, Lawval,
or the appointnent to such position of any other
French citizen s» notoriously and completely identi-
fied with a policy ofsuping subservience to Germany
and 3o ocbviously intent upon o course »f npen "enlla=-
boration" with the enemies of the United States,
could only be regarded by public opinin in the
United States ~nd by the Government ~f the United
States itself as o clecr indicat ion that the French
peaple can no longer lonk to the Prench Governnent
at Vichy to carry rut their own desire to mointain
relations of friendship and understonding with the

United States
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=3=#214, Harch 27, 4 p.m., to Vichy,
United States and the Americen people.

Were M, Laval, or those identified with his
policies, to obtain authority within the French
Government, the Government of the United States
would be unable to believe that the assurances
recently given it by the French Government covere
ing the legitimote requirements of the United
States would be carried out in good faith either
in their letter or in thelr spirit.

Consequently, were M, Laval or any individual
ldentified with his policy to be called upon to
enter the French Government in any controlling
position, the United States Government would be
obliged to discontinue its existing relations of
confidence for owr mutual welfare with the French
Government at Vichy,"

For your personal information, I am sure you
will realize thet the appointment of Laval or those
agssociated with him, would be unanimously regrrded

by the Americon people as o clear gign thet German

pressure on the liarshal hnd at last become conclusive.

Under such conditions it would be impossible for this

Government to maintain diplomatic reletions with the
French Government at Vichy, I have discussed these
issues with the President, vho has authorized me to
state to you that thot represents his own considered
convieticns,

VIELLES
T80 1BES ACTING
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This telegram must be
closely paraphwrased be-
fore being comwnicated
to anyone., (8C)

Seeretary of State,
Vashington,

TRIFLE FRIORITY
466, lMarch 30, 1 p.ne

(Paris)
Vichy

Dated MMarch 30, 1942
Ree'd 11:14 g.m,..

At 11:30 today I delivered to lMarshal Petain

in the presence of Admiral Darlan the statement

contained in your 214, Harch 27, 4 p.me.

The Marshal replied that he does not enjoy

having to malke decisions that are personzlly dise

agreeable to him, that the French people do not

lilke Taval, and that he is not hurrying toward a

decision,

Darlan who did not join in the conversation

remarliied privately that a decision might probably

e made vwithin & we:li and that in his opinion there

is only a 20% prospect of Laval's return to the

cabinet,

I expressed to the larshal my personal owvinion

that an aprointment of Laval

to the cabinet would

probably cause a break in our diplomatic relations,.

Upon
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=2~ /466, Merch 30, 1 Delley from (Paris) Vichy

Upon my departure he EXPreEssed o hope that I have

not started to pacl my trunlas.

LEATY
iTPL
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Copy made by FDPL from copy ofcoriginal furnished by Admiral Leahy il

COPY of letter from President Rocsevelt, Washington, D.C. /undated/ to
Admiral Leahy:

The White House
Washington
Dear Bill:

I have given careful comsideration to the thoughts expressed in your
latter of February 20, parti cularly as regards your feeling that it would
be detrimental to owr policy to fail to carry out the expressed intention
%o recall you for consultation.

I am fully sympathetic and understand the position in which this has
placed you. On the other hand, the timing of such a step has now become
of paramount military impertance, In fact, the joint staff missions have
very definitely urged that we postpone as long as possible any evidence of
change in our relations with Franece and they consider that to hold the
fort as far as you are concernsd is as important a military task as any
other in these days, Consequently, we decided to go ahead and to cbhtain
from the Marshal's Government the utmost assurances possible which would
preserve our fundamental objectives. Not only is our presence in France
and North Africa the last bridgehead to Burope but it likewise helps to
hold the ITberian Peninsula in line,

The military developments of the next few weeks will be of such
vital importance that, in the interests of the United Nations, we cannot
afford to risk any possibility that an abrupt action on our part would
lose ground amywhere, The impending Mediterranean drive will be one



nfthsnmtnpurtmtnfthuwlrmditmtbl checked by all means
possible until the time when the full welght of our rapidly developing
production can be felt in the war effort,

I have also taken note of your statements regarding Madagascar
and shall refer them to the war council,

I want you to realize that I am fully aware of the problems with
which you are confronted but must consider that you are in a vital
strategic position. In these critical days we count not only on your
presence there as Ambassador but upon your own military knowledge and
experience to give us, in so far as possible, estimates of the French
position from this polnt of view.

Should the time come, however, when the conditions of our relations
with the Marshal's Government are more stable and your return for con-
sultation would not be made an issue either here or in France, I shall
telegraph you to proceed to Washington "for consultation."

With kindest regards to you both,

Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) Franklin D. Roosevelt
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April 3, 194z2.

Dear Bill:

Yours of March tenth has Just
come. I am saddened by Darlan's outburst
to you and I am delighted by your absolutely
perfect reply to him. On the whole, I think
our rather steady pressure has been successful
to date, but I hope the present situation will
continue to be no worse than it has been in the
past.

As ever yours,

Admiral William D. Leahy,
American Eabassy,

Vichy, France. far/d]



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AIR MAIL POUCH

Vichy, Mareh 10, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

Since the receipt of reguests for official
assurances thet in the future mssistance will not
be given to the enemy's militery effort, the latest
of which errived by cable on 4 March, the business
of diplomecy hes been brisk in this area.

We heve as yet not received any satisfactory
"assurance" in regerd to either the provision of
supplies to the Axis or to the status of the Caribbean
colonies, and we may et best expect an effort by Vichy
to evade the specific essurances demanded by Ameries,

The bombing of automocbile factories in Paris last
week, Henault end Ford, which were working for Germany
ceused varying resctions among the French pegple.

Both attacks were very successful in putting the
fectories out of business for some months. Bombing of
the Renault works caused & large number of casualties
end 387 deaths among civilians who resided near the
factory. Sunday's attack on the Ford factory at
Poissy is admitted to have ceused no casuslties,

Admirel Darlen heppened to be in Peris on Mareh
3 when the Renault factory was attacked and upon his
return to Viehy with his anti-British mania highly
stimulated by the bombing he wes shown our letest de-
mands for "mssurances" which produced a reaction that
we may consider typleal under the circumstances,

The following striotly personal letter in Darlan's
handwriting, written IEEeE¥aEer after his return to
Viehy, may be of interest as an evidence of his general
attitude and as an illustration of the inadvisability
of a Minister of State writing letters when stimuleted
by anger:

"MaTol «...
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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"Merch 8, 1942
Mr. Ambassador:

I permit myself, because of the personal ties of
sympathy which exist between us and because of our

naval confraternity, to write you in a striatlz private
menner.

I wish to tell you that the recent notes from the
Americen Government are drawn up in terms of such an
unpleasant and unususml charecter as would Justify the
non-acceptance of such documents by the French Govern-
ment.

I we have, however, accepted these notes, it is
because we do not wish to give any pretext for breaking
off to a Government which, for the past few weeks, has
given the impression of locking for a quarrel with the
French Government,

I realize that my defeated country is placed in a
vainful situation; but T did not believe that the
Government of & netion which owes its independence in
great part to it would take advantage of this fact to
treat it with scorn,

I told you, a few months e&go, that since June 25,
1940, the British had accumulated error upon error,
They have just committed a Ereater one still which we
shall never forgive them.

To murder, for political motives, women, children
and old people, is a method of Soviet inspiration, 1s
Englend already bolshevized?

Feer is sometimes an ill adviser: Mers-el-Kébir
end Boulogne-Billanecourt demonstrate this clearly.

I hope that the American Government will not give
way to fear.

Believe me, etc.
(signed) F. DARLAN®
My reply (quoted herewith Tollowing), in consider-
ation of the apparent desirability of continuing friendly

relations with the Minister of Foreign Affairs during the
time that you consider it necessary for me to deal

officially ...
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officially with him, deliberately ignores the insulting
inferences made in his note:

"Viehy, March 9, 1942

Personal
Dear Admirel Darlan:

It is nleasing to receive in your personal note
of yesterday s reference to our common naval traditions
and the sympasthetie personal understand ing that have
been of so0 much assistance in our working together for
the welfare of France, and this reply is of the same
strictly privete character es is your note to me.

In evelueting the attitude of my Government in the
difficult situetion that confronts both of our netions
et the present time we must give full consideration to
the fact that the United States is now involved in &
total war in defense of its existence ass a free nation
and thet this wer will be prosecuted until the aggressor
nations are completely defeated regardless of the ssori-
fices that must be mede in order to secure =& complete
victory.

Under such conditions in a life or desth war for
survival it seems unressonsble to expeect the United
States to look with compleisance upon the provision by
a8 friendly nation of eny assistance whatever to the
military effort of the enemy powers.,

I am certain that President Roosevelt is desirous
of doing everything thet is practicable to aid in the
restoration of Frence to its traditional position as a
standerd of eivil liberty, civilizetion, and culture,
and I personally shall continue to indulge in a hope
thet, whatever results from the present situation, it
may be posaible for me to have some smell rart in pre-
serving France and French culture in our distressed
world,

With assursnces of aympathy in your diffieult
problems and expressions of personal consideration,

Most sincerely,
(signed) WILIIAM D, IEAHY"

It ...
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It is my personel opinion that Vichy should not
be rermitted to evade the assurances requested in
repgard to the provision of future aid to the enemy and
in regard to the Caribbean islends, which Admiral Darlen
will attempt to do.

He understands only positive action and we are
informed by some of his subordinates that he still be-
lieves that our proposal to recall the Ambessedor is a
bluff, The advisability may develop of recalling me
"for consultation" even if it should be for only a tem-
porary ebsence from France, It would be definitely
disedvantegeous to American prestige should we permit
the "bluff" to be "called",

Most respectfully,

mmm’
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April 15, 1942

¥y dear Mpr. Fresldent:
T pecelved the end of last week an officlial pro-
test from the ?mh Govermment with regard to the ap=-

pointment by the Un!ted States of a Consul General at
fragzzaville on the ground that this step on owr part
was in derogation of the exclusive Jjurisdiction of the
vichy Government over French territory in all parts of
the world,

™is scems to me to afford a useful opportunliy
for us to set forth clearly end publlely owr polley
towards France. 1 have prepared & note, which I am
snclosing herewith, to be sent to the French hnbag=
sador in reply to his officisl protest with a view
to maling the text thereof publlc after his Covern=
ment has recelved 1t.

1t seems to me that this step on our part will
have valusble results from the standpoint of propa-
ganda and should do a good deal to counteract German

The President,
The White House,
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pressure on unoccupied France which 1s apparently dally
becoming more acute.

I do not, however, wish to send this note without
being sure that it meets with your approval since, as
you will see, it contains statements with regard to
long-range pollecy.

Aceording to reportas of yesterday and of today,
the Cermans are working up a new crisls of nerves in
France and I should like to send this note quickly in
order that it can be made public. Will you let me know
if 1t meets with your approval?

Believe me

Falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

; bheed, & il aisniin
m(ﬁm ﬁm{;f%n%
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

April 21, 1942.

ADMIRAL WILLIAM D. LEAHY
VICHY

DEAR BILL:

WY HEART GOES OUT TO YOU IN THE OVERWHELMING LOSS WHICH
#AS COME TO YOU IN A DIFFICULT AND DISTANT POST OF DUTY, SO FAR
AWAY FROM THE LEGION OF FRIENDS WHO LOVED MRS. LEAHY DEARLY.
BUT YOU MUST FIND CONSOLATION IN THE ASSURANCE THAT YOUR FRIENDS
EVERYWHERE ARE MINDFUL OF YOUR SORROW THOUGH HELPLESS BY WORD
OR DEED TO MITIGATE THE GRIEF WHICH IS YOURS. MRS. ROOSEVELT
JOINS ME IN TEIS MESSAGE OF DEEPEST SYMPATHY

AFFECTIONATELY,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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THE !EGHETAHY

May 5, 1942
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT

As of posslble intereat
to you, I wish to refer you

to the attached memorandum.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
April 30, 1942.

MEM OR ANDUM

When General de Gaulle first raised the standard of
French resistance in England in the summer of 1940 and ap-
pealed to all Frenchmen to continue the ltﬂlggla against

Germany he assumed command of "Free French" military and

naval forces in the British Isles and was recognized by
the British Government as the head of a military movement.
This status was continued until September 1941, and it was
to this military movement of resistance that the Free French
colonies and administrators have adhered, In his capaoity
a8 a military leader and as a symbol of French reslstance he
has given his name to the cause whioh, in this guise, has and
still is receiving support from Frenchmen at home and abroad.
In September 1941, following a suggestion of the British
Government but going beyond the original British proposal to
set up a Council which would have an effective voice in shaping
the poliey of the movement, General de Gaulle established the
Prench National Committee through a series of decrees issued
September 24, which stated among other things, that the
National Commissioners who formed the Committee would exercise
the



the funotions, individual or joint, normally attributed to
French Ministers. At the time General de Gaulle emphasized

that the Free French had been compelled to improvise a de
facto authority whioh was a sort of interim delegation from
the nation whioch the Free French exercised provisionally and
which would be handed back to the representatives of the people
as soon as it was possible to constitute this mational repre-
sentation,

The British Government has never recognized the Free French
Committee as a Government of France.

When this Committee was given this character the British
Government informed General de Gaulle that it regarded the
National Committee as representative of Free French interests
only and that they would treat with it as the de facto adminis-
tration of those territories and persons who rallied to it.

In this nu-nmniulting the British Foreign Secretary informed
General de Gaulle that "His Majesty's Government are prapared
to regard the Free French National Committee as representing
all Free Frenchmen wherever they may be who rally to the Free
French Movement in support of the Allied cause and to treat
with the Coomittee om all questions involving their sollabora-
tion with the Free French Movement and with the French overseas
territories which place themselves under its authority™. The
letter ocontinued "in making this communiocation I should make it
clear that His Majesty's Covernment are not to be regarded as

expressing



expressing any views as to the various constitutional and
Juridical considerations contained in these enactments,
In particular,while His Majesty's Government would be happy
to maintain their representation with the Free French Move-
ment they could not acoredit a diplomatic representative to
you or receive a diplomatic representative acoredited by you
since this would involve your recognition as head of a sovereign
state"”. Similar declarations have been made by the exiled
Governments in London.

It is evident from numerous indications, that the Free
French National Commissioners who constitute the Committee
and who have undertaken the functions of Ministers are now
endeavoring to oreate the future Government of France and
a political character is being sought for the Committee, where-
as 1t 1s apparent that the main reason for its existence has
been to preserve the symbol of French resistance. In this
character it has secured the bulk of its adherents. Tt is
questionable whether it would continue to command the support
now manifest should it be given primarily a political character
as seems intended, as evidenced for example, by General de
Gualle's speech of April 1, 1942. This speech can only be in-
terpreted as a demand for complete recognition by the United
Nations of the Free French as the leaders and representatives
of France of the future. It is, however, clearly evident that

the
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the French people who have rallied to General de Gaulle
as the head of a military movement are not pPrepared to
regard him as the future leader of France.

With these manifestations of a political character a
serious orisis 1is apparently developing in the ranks of the
movement. Admiral Muselier's abrupt dismissel is only one of
a series of inoidents which give evidence of internal rivalry.
It 1s apparent that General de Gaulle as leader of the Move-
ment will permit no other éxpression than his own to be volced
in the Councils of the Committee. There are further signs re-
ceived from such administrators as General S8ice, High Commis-
sioner of Frenoch Equatorial Africa, that the political trend of
the Committee is repugnant to the fighting forces who apparently
feel that the sole objective of the Committes should be to con-
tinue the fight for French freedom and to leave Polities alone
until the day of viotory when the people of France shall them-
selvea be free to seleot a government of their own choosing,

The situation as regards the Free French Delegation in
the United States also gives signs of = disintegration whish
will inevitably ensue if politics 1is to be the major role of
the French National Committee. Whereas the personnel of the
Delegation was named by deoree of the General, dated December
2, 1942, it is now understood that ite composition has been
altered leaving its direction and administration entirely in

the



the hands of the principal Delegate, M, Adrian Tixier,
whose capacities are ungquestioned but who, ae a former
officer of the International Labor Office, represents

only one element among Free French inherents.



/TRANSLATION/
Bourassol, April 30, [li:?E

Dear Mr, Roosevelt:

I 4o not wieh to let Admiral Leahy leave without
sending to you by him this message of friendehip and
gratitude, I have learned, by unmistakable and repeated
tokens, of the great interest which you have taken in my
personal situation; and I must let you know how precious
theee indications of your sympathy have been and are to
me. It wae quite purposely that I remained in France
after the armlstice, because I believed that it was in
France that I could make myself most useful to the cause
which I shall never cease to s erve, William Bullitt may
have told you that, for our last conversation, on the
very eve of his departure, touched on this subject., I
have never regretted the declsion which I took and I
believe that events have borne out my expectation. Neithér
my imprisonment nor the proceedings ﬂﬂﬂdﬂutlllfllnli me
will have been in vain. They helped - no ques

ion a .
it - %o rea blie spirit in France mr—-'ﬂpﬂﬁn"
" t%ﬂ"‘ of“tHe working-class. The
feeling ity with my person, and with the

persecution which I was undergoing for them, a feeling
becoming more and more powerful in the mass of French
workers, furnished one of the most effective elements in
regrouping them. Bince the suspension of the proceedings
at Riom - most & ficant in iteelf - I have, however,
wondered whether I have not reached the limit of the
results whioh it was possible for me to attaln from the
depths of a prison, and I have come to the belier, on

my part, that henceforth my task would be carried on
better through free activity.

Bome two weeks ago I transmitted to your Embassy at
Vichy, for you, a hastily made oopy of & work whioch I
have thought about for a long time, but on which I had
not taken the time to put the finishing touches. XYou
will find in it reflections on problems of French policy
and on the modes of material and moral organization of
Europe - reflections which will have nothing new in them
for you, but which will, perhaps, not be without uee for
you. They do not have merely the welght of an individual
opinion, I am certain, and I can say it with assurance,
that I have discovered among my friendes and in the popular
mass sufficlent authority to bring them back into that
path which was for so long theire. It is the effort for

which



which I am most adapted, and that which also seems to
me the most necessary.

As to the present state of opinion in France, I do
not know whether the information which reaches me will
8dd anything much to the information you have, France
hae been transformed since June 1940. The military
defeat and the armistice plunged it into a etupor
8imilar to that of an operatory anesthesia. It has
now again become a living and conscious being. The
metamorphosie 1g complete in the occcupled zone; still
incomplete in the free zone., Men have again become
able to hope, to understand, to Judge, they have not
yet become entirely capable of acting. The springs
which govern the physical conditions of action have not

et recovered all their tension and all thelr elasticity.

t from day to day the improvement is noticeable; the
last governmental change, alone, resulted in what is
perhaps decisive progress, If freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly and diesocussion were reeetablished for
only forty-eight hours, or if...hope took on a tangible, .
form...the nation would suddenly rise again, altogether,
I do not believe that I am mistaken when I assert that
this corisis will not only not have abolished, or even
weakened, but on the contrary, will have regenerated the
democratic sense and love of liberty in the nation,

I ke the liberty of sending Mrs., Roosevelt
respectful greetinge through you and I beg you to believe
in my sentimentes of admiration and devotion.

LEON BLUM

TR:AVA:MH
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May 2, 19423
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Atteched is llemorandum of my
conversation with the Free French
Representz=tive juet returned from

London.



SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS:

COPIES TO:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: May 1, 1542,

FREE FRENCH
The Becretary of State, Mr. Hull

Monsieur Tixier, Representative of the Free French
Mr., Atherton, Acting Chief, Divieion of European Affairs

T—dEa

M. Tixier cslled on the Secretary this morning

by sppointment. The Becretary of State began by
expressing pleasure at seeing M. Tixler on his return
from his trip, recalling having talked to him last
January when M. Tixier wae undecided as to what his
future plans or positipn would be until he had elari-
fied hie attitude viz-a-viz General de Gaulle in perscnal
conversationa.

The Secretary asked M. Tixier, as having been

recently in London, what he could tell him ae to the
progress of the war effort from that angle. M, Tixler
repllied that he had confined his observations moetly
to the French situation and i1t was on that he wanted
to talk. He sald, in the firet place, that General de
Gaulle had been pletured to him as a military leader
of the extreme right with Fasclet tendencles. He was
happy to eay that thie was not hie impression of
General de Geaulle but that he i& an able military
strategiet and most cultured man, but because of the
limitatione under which he muet function due to the
impoeeibility of bringing out of Franoce those French
elements with whom he would like to surround himeelf,

he
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he was dependant upon the Frenchmen available to form
hie National Committee rather than those he might wish
for.

With some explanation of General de Gaulle's
eltuation in London and the fact he wae not entirely
a free agent in his assoclation with the British,
M. Tixier then stated that while he was there the
French labor underground movement representatives, both
from unoccuplied and occupied France, had come to ﬁondnn
to see de Gaulle. These were all men with whom M, Tixier
had close assoclation and he knew what they represented
in France and the support they needed to continue the
moral resletance within France. These men had conferred
with de Gaulle on the many and complicated phases of the
future and had accepted him, under certain specified
conditions, as the F + The
conditione which they had imposed and which General de
Gaulle had accepted were the same which M. Tixler himself
weuld have imposed for his further collaboration wilth
General de Gaulle, and 1t was only after the Genersl had
accepted all theee points that Tixler himeelf had decided
to return to this country to represent de Gaulle in Wash-
ington. These pointe were, in the maln, as follows:

(1) A declaration by General de Gaulle that he
le the enemy of any regime of pereocnal power: in other
worde, that he ie against dictatore.

(2) That Genersl de Gsulle declares the internal
reglstance of France is arsani:cd by the democratie
people of France and that General de Gaulle realizes
if he wishee to represent all elemente of French
resistance, both external and internal, he must be
prepared to be fully cooperative with the restoration
of a democratlec France at the esrlieet possible moment.

M, Tixier concluded with a statement that General de
Gaulle was aleo willing to declere that his power was
only provisional and that after the war, if he ig in
such a poeition of power, he will not heeltate to return
that power to the French people and call a national
uuu;mbly elong established lines to declde the future
of France.

The Secretary seid that he was very interested in
all the statements that M. Tixier had brought forth and
then went on at some length to define the assistance

that
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that this country had given to all Frenchmen resisting
aggresslon throughout the world and specified with some
inslstence the particular ald that had been given to
Free French territorial possessions the world over.

M. Tixier lietened with some sttention but immediately
-brought up the point that if this was the policy of the
American Vernment, why then had there never been any
official statement by the President or the Secretary in
which by name encouragement had been given to General de
Gaulle personally or to the Free French Movement under
General de Gsulle. This question had indeed been ralsed
by those French labor members who hsd come to London
recently.

The Becretary sald the world over there were
elements asking thie Government to specify certain
causes or individuale. The SBecretary sald our aspect
muet continue to be the broadest possible encourage-
ment to all and every element reeleting aggreselon and
at the moment, since the war wae in progrees, this wes
taking the military phase. M, Tixier then went on to
say that this declaration of General de Gaulle had not
been made and that the timing of 1t was dependent on
Ale conversations in Washington,

At thie point the Secretary was interrupted for
his prees conference. On hie return he sald that he
would like to go back to the last statement made by
M, Tixier because he did not understand it, or if he
had correctly heard M. Tixier, 1t seemed to him that
the two sublecte were not clearly related. M, Tixier
sald, in explanation, after repaating hie statement
& galn, that, naturslly, General de Gesulle would be
influenced ae to how much weight the American Govern-
ment gave to the acceptance by the labor eyndicates
in France of General de Gaulle ae a leader. He was not
willing to pursue the further point, however, that
General de Gsulle in accepting to become the national
leader of French resistance had thereby undertaken to
iesue thie statement ae agreed with the labor syndlcates.

M. Tixier sald to the Secretary: "You have alwsys
referred to the military aselstance given to ue. I would
like to have you refer to the Free French Movement as the
French Movement of Resistance." The Seoretary then asked
M, Tixier to define hie point and whether it entalled
asking further recognition because, in the latter cege,

the
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the Secretary pointed out that, as regarde the coopera-
tion and agreemente between the British and Free French,
he hed had no information from the Free French them-
selves and only a very bare outline from the British;
therefore, the point raised by M. Tixier wae suddenly
produced and would require further background which the
Secretary must have in mind when he brought up all the
pointe and discusesed them with the President. Meanwhile,
he could assure M, Tixier that both the President and
himeelf were moet intensely sympathetlic to thie resistance
of the Free French Movement and, indeed, the President's
statement of day before yeeterday in hie radio address
could hardly be more heartening to any Ernup in the world
than to the French people themselves. e felt that
French morele would benefit by 1t and the allegation of
¥, Tixier that French labor had incuired as to the atti-
tude of thie Government towarde Free French elemente
resletlng aggreesion was certainly fully and completely
answered by the President's statement.

The Secretary then went on again to streses that he
wae interested in every effort of the Free French, both
military and otherwiee, in the resistance of aggression
and while he had reporte from hie Amerlecan sources ane to
what waes going on in those colonlal territories under
Free French control, he had had little information from
the Free French themeelves, which he felt wae important
in vlew of the fact that he wiehed to pursue every avenue
in which thie country could be of assietance tc the Free
French Movement in ite reslstance to aggression. He then
invited M. Tixier to come back at any time and stated
that in his press conference he had informed corre-
spondente that he was dlscuseing the forelgn slituation
with M, Tixier as indeed he would with any distingulshed

forelgner.

In the very first moments of the conversation the
Secretary made reference to tecday'e New York Times'
article on the front page which M, Tixler denled all
knowledge of, and the Becretary sald, without blaming
anyone, that there undoubtedly had been some 11l founded
speculation and such 1lllusionary estimates were of no
value to the end we all had in view.
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Citizens of France, my French friends:

Your days are long and anxious. Your nights often are full of ’?.?g o=
terror. Your suffering, however, is only pert of the hideous nightmare :77_.J L7
into which & handful of reckless megslomanisce have plunged the whole —
world., Their defeat - decisive, overwhelming, final - will end the
nightmare. You will awaken free again, just as we will awaken still
free, still confident that we can find the wuy to enjoy God's blessinga of
heelth and honeat work end femily devotion and love of country in & world
which is not part free, part slave, but where all men cen live end work and
cherish their dear ones without discrimination end without fear.

The struggle for thut freedom goes on mcross the plains and the wide
oceans of the world. The men of the United Nations of free peoples fight
along your coasts and often in the skies above your fields and villages
sgainst the same foe who oppresses you. The sailors and fliers of England,
in comradeship with many Dutch and Poles and Norweglans and other ancient
and sturdy peoples of Europe, are now being jolned by the advance guard of
Americen fliers and soldiers and sailors who have left their peaceful occcu~
pationa to come once agein to Europe in the ceuse of freedom.

Al thope who after two and a half long years keep up the struggle, all
those who like our American boys are only just begloning to meke their strength
and daring and skill count in that struggle, are your friends. They are your
friends not only because they have learnt over many years of comrsdeship to
love you and respect you but because their foes are your foes.

The troops thet occupy your houses end commandesr your railwsye and
seize the fruite of your lsbor and the produce of your farms are our foes.

The secret police that lurk in the cormer to apy on you = thoge alimy
agents of the ODestapo - are our foes.

The German officers whose firing squads secretly shoot Frenchmen in
batches of gix or twenty or & hundred for no other resson than thet they are
Frenchmen who will not bow the knee to them - those Oerman officers are our
foea.

The Nasi party chiefs who deliberately order these selzures, theae

executions, becsuse they wish to weaken you by starvation, extirpate your
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eense of belng French, end reduce you the more easily to economic and
political slavery, are cur foes.

411 your foes, open and hidden, are our foes, and we have pledged our
honor and our might to defeat them. I say to you, in cals confidence and
with a full pense of responsibility, that we Americans have never yet been
defeated when we have deliberately assumed the risks of war, and I say to
¥ou &8 a man who knows the American people and who is empowered to spesk for
them, that we and our sllisa of the United Hatlons will again be victorious.
(ur enemies, not we, will be defeated.

The stubborn war in which we have now enlisted is, &s I have alreuady
said, being fought in part in the alr above the soll of Frence end slong your
coasts. It is also, of courss, being fought in the far reaches of the
Pacific and in the Middle East and in Scendinavie end in the Balkans apd in
the North See and the Arctic. On the other side of Gersany, the Russlans
defend their hoses bravely and take & terrible toll of German trocps and
materisl.

We did not seek war eny more than you Frenchmen sought it. Like you,
too, we &t first saw the true proportions of the Hazi mensce only dimly.
The daily precccupations of our normal life, of earning our deily bread and
providing for our children, combined with our own deep love of peaca to
make meny of us hesitate to belleve thet supposedly elvilized men in the
twentieth century would dare plunge the world back into barberism and
universel war. Like you, many in the Upited States hoped that the Nezis
and the Fescists and the Japanese war lords would not dare attack us.

Like you, we have been attacked.

And so we ere gathering together the might of Americs. It is
approaching full flocd. With truly marvellous speed we have turned cur
encrmoue productive rescurces from the arts of peace to the grim purpcses
of war. Our eirplenes are rolling out of cur factorles in Michigen and
Californie and Mew York end Meryland. 8o vast ie the nusber that we are
justified today in underteking to train our pilots, mot by the hundreds,
not by the thousands, but by the hundred thousand. In our shipyerds on
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two long coaste, and on the shores of our great lakes, the vessels we need
are teking shape, end elready esch day - every day - an incressing nusber
of thes are being launchedj and as each tokea to the water the keel of
another ip laid. They include not merely destroyers and swift cruisers
and mighty sircraft carriers and battleships, but hundreds and bundreds

of carge ships and trensports and tankers - all kinds and sizes of
veseels - the ships required to transport American soldiers to many battle-
fields, actusl and potentisl - the shipe required to keep them supplied
with erms to fight the Germens and the Japanesge - the ships which, once
the war has been won, will hasten to Europe with the food and medicines
and clothing which you and the other pecples of Europe need so grievously
after these years under the Hazi heel.

Our arzmies, like our vast reserveirs of materlelp grow week by week -
strong young men that you would rejoice to see, bronzed and toughened by
thelr monthe of rigorous training, cheerful and confident and couragecus,
and askdng only that the flow of the most perfect equipment which any army
of the world hep ever seen shall come to them with doubled and redoubled
vigor from the shops and factories and mines of our vast continent. Um
the plains of Texas, on the wide stretches of Montans, in the cantonmentes
of Georgle end Massschusetts and Alsbams and New Jersey, they have been
learning the art and science of war. As they learn, they teuch new thousands,
new millions, just es their fathers who were your comrades in 1917 and 1918
did. And like their fathers they will, when their hour comes, pour with
inexorable power across whatever Bess are necessary, command whatever
stretches of the air ere needed, join the battle wherever it can be fought
most effectively end to the speediest conclusion, in order to put down once
ggain inte the dust the arrcgent men who torment you and the other peocples
of Burope.

I speak to you, people of France, &8s the elected President of a Republic
of free men who have long been your friends. Why should I not speek to you?
Comrades in the wer that gave our naticn its birth of freedom, courades in

the wer that two decades ago succeeded in bresking the savege fury of the
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Germen inveders and in driving them back off your soil, who could have &
better right to exchange words of cheer, of friendshdp, of affection than
you end I in thepe hard days?

We Americans know that it was not of their free choice that the
pecple of France accepted defeat ot the hands of a mighty and unscrupulous
foe. We know that - with notorious exceptions - they did so in desperation
and sadness and only because they were led to believe that further resis-
tance wes vain.

We kmow that behind the curtain of calm which the Nazi censore and
the Gestapo have drawn between you &nd us there contimue to be, in every
corner of France, repeeted and gullant efforts to help us.

We know that thousands of your young men have sought waye of escap—
ing from the prison which is France in order to continue the fight for
freedom ebroad as our allies.

We know that under the surface you Frenchmen and French women are
the same pagsionate petriots, the same children of liberty, thet all the
world hes recognized you to be in centuries past.

Listen; French men and French women. Listen to an Americuan friend.
Listen to what I say to you from the White House &t Washington. I meke
you & promise. I bring you ceuse for cheer in the midst of your mis-
fortunes, your hunger, your sadness.

The fight we are fighting will be won. As to thet we have pledged our
bonor and all our might. We will not falter on the way. HRough and dengerous
stretches of road lie ahead. We shall surmount them. We shall beat the
arrogent end orusl MNazis and their little Fascist servants just ms we ghall
beat the treecherous Japanese. We shell beat them entirely and utterly and
conclusively.

But the victory will not be ours elone. It also will be a victory for
you, for you men and women of France, on whom the Oermans visited so such
of their first silitery fury and whom they still divide and torment. When
we and our comrades win the victory, that viectory will restore to France,
as to the other conguered and oppressed naticns of Europe, her lovely

countryside and her mncient citles, her share of the world's good things,
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ber right to maintedn her cherished civilization and to develop it s her
pecple freely decide. Frence will agedn know grandeur and glory, and
Frenchmen will again walk thedr eountry lanes and their streets as free
mén in & world saved from misery and slavery.

Hold up your heads, my French friends. The world of free men is on
the march. The slave legions who oppress you cannot stop us. Our vietory
will be your victory. We know that &t heert you are with us. I speak to
¥ou in hope and in confidence. Like you in France, I and sy fellow-countrymen

suy in America: "Vive la libertel Vive la vrei Francel®
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June 29, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I wigh to call your atten=-
tion to the attached cable

from Vichy
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PH (Paris)

Thig telegram must be Vichy

closely paraphrased be=

fore being communica ted Dated June 27, 1942

to anyone. (SC)
Reo'd 11:23 a.m., 28th,.
Seeretary of 3tate,

Washington.

830, June 27, 7 peme

We feel that the Department may wish to draw
to the attention of our propaganda services the
advlsability of suspending at least temporarily the
featuring in shortwave broadeasta to Europe of
General 4 Gaulle as the person about whom the French
Pegplea aspirations for liberation now center.

(/e have reference as o conerete example to
last night's commentary following the news in English
at 10 pem, local time over YLHO 19 meter band based
on en editeorial in the NE'/ YORK HERALD TRIBUNE which
was delivered as representing the way the imerican
people feel)

The prestige of Britain throughout France is
at zero and unfavorable comment on the contrast
between the resistance at Sebastopol and the capit-
ulation of Tobruk is heard on all sides,

tthilg the



-2=1:930, June 27, 7 p.ms, from (Paris) Vichy.

Yhile th: hope of the French people for
liberation grows greater every day their reasction
toward the delicte morale question of dissidence
has alwayn been mixeds The mistrust of the Vichy
Government following Lawval's speech ghould not be
interprited as a general swing toward de Gaulle,
In the minds of the French the Gaullist movement
is based on England paid by England cnd shares
in the ups and downs of British prestige in
Fronce. The symbol of liberation for the French
mAS3ES 1s represented by the military power of the
United States and the traditional falr play of
american statesmen in not attempting to impose a
government on France,

The French reaction to broandeasts aush as the
one under reference is, therefore, one of disappointe
ment at what is regarded ns a lack of discernment
in French affairs,

REPE..TED TO LONDON,

TUCK
WSB
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Copy made by FIRL from copy of original furnished by Admiral leahy

COPY of letter from President Roosevelt, Washington, July 20, 1942,

to Admiral Leahy:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
July 20, 1942
My dear Admiral:

In calling you to active duty as Chief of Staff to the
Commander-in-Chief of the Umited States Army and Navy, I accept
your resignation as Ambassador to France.

In so doing I want you to know first of all of my great
satisfaction in the way in which you have carried out an extremely
difficult task at an extremely difficult time, and second, that
there has been such good agreement in our national policy in respect
to France during your Ambassadorship.

In the words of the Navy —- "well done."

Always sincerely your friend,
/s/ Franklin D. Roosevelt



R -4 #ﬁ-". 1Lid

e i WLt L g P

mmuvw ITA-?I_—“ f IFF‘."Z"
AR TON, O J( '
L{/
| DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 4, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Referring agp&ﬁ.tn your puggestion that Tuck at
Vichy anduavgr”%o ascertain Darlan's poeition with
respect tp'%hn reported poesibility of turning over
French éﬁbm&rinau to the Germans, I call your atten-
- tion to telegram from Vichy no. 1117, July 31, 7 p.m,,
a copy of which ig hereto attached,
Any further data received on this subject wlill be

CH#

communicated to you at once,



WMB GRLY

(Poris)
Vichy

Deted July 31, 1942
Rec'd 8:27 p.m.

Secretory of State,
Weshington.

1117, July 31, 7 pem. (SSCTION ONE)

Embassyts 1099, July 28, 5 pums

Under the headlines "/, denicl of the hdmirelty.
None of our submerines will be delivered to Germany!
The newspnpers of unocccupled Fr;nc; publish the
following front page erticle todaye ".n importent
Dritlsh newspoper hos just published information
cccording to which 1000 Germon officers ond scilors
ere supposed to be ot the present time in Toulen and
Ville Franche for the purpose of commissioning 20
to 30 French submarines which would be delivered to
Germany rt an eerly dates The French sdmiralty has
never teken the trouble up to this date to denounce
imeginory news which 1s spread daily by forelgn roids
concerning our Novys If today it breaks this silence

it 1s becouse of t he widespread diffusion of this news=

PCPET »
It is needless to say thot the cession of French

gubricrines as well os the presence of German crews in

Toulon is purely imcginary”.
KLP TUCK



PMW (Parie)

Thie telegram must be Vichy

closely paraphrased be-

fore being nfmm nicated Dated July 31, 1942
to anyone, 803

Ree'd 8:35 p.m.

Secretary of State,
Washington,

1117, July 31, 7 p.m. (BECTION TWO)

We have still been unable to obtain any con-
firmation of the reported visit of a German naval
commigsion to Toulon on July 14. A responsible
friendly official of the 8rcond Bureau of the
Navy stated to us categorically that no such visit
Was EVEr made and that France has no intention of
turning over any of her naval veeerls to Germany,
Concerning the report that the naval vEgsEls at
Toulon were taking on supplies of fuel and muni tions,
he stated that in view of France's poeition, thege
ehips are now at all timrs kept in a state of readinrcss
with full stocks of furel and munitions,

(END OF MESSAGE)

TUCK
NK



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 27, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF STATE:

I am concerned by this report
from Bern in regard to Darlan turning
over some French submarines to Germany.
What would you think of a polite inquiry
in regard to this report?

F.D.R.

Dispatch from Bern, July 25 from Harrison
re above. No. 3431l.
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' THE WHITE HOUSE
WA WASHINGTON

September 21, 1942

Dear My, President:

Holifax sent the note atout de Caulle
tc me unopened.

I agree that while for the momert
de Gaulle & & headache, I should think
that &s socon as the Madagoscar business
gete cleared up with him, it might be a
good thing if he came over. I should
think some time around Thanksgiving would
be sbout the right time,

Sincerely yours,

<

HARRY L. HOPKINS

The President.



PERSON AND BRITIEH EMBABSY,

WABHINCTOM, D.C,

19th September 1942,

Dear Mr. Presldent,

I mentioned privately to
Eden what you sald to me on September
10th about de Gaulle, and asbout the
possible utility of inviting him to pay
& visit to this country.

I have now had a reply
from him, of whisch I enclose a copy.

Believe me,

Daar Mr. Prealdent,

Very sincerely yours,

;’7///? ﬁﬁh._

DECLASSIFIED

By Authority o Bﬂtl&h

Gﬂﬁﬁ:ﬂt&mi -12-72
sy RRP  pute FEB 8 W1

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United 3tates of America,
Washington, D.C.




DECLAZSTFTED -
By Authority of E,:{f "’-5, _ﬁ
(Foy 't ﬁzdgti 11, (42T 2

\eaT ST 0 (P cuie_FEB_8 W72

Copy of telegram received from the Forelgn Office
dated September 17th, 1942,

The President's object is presumsbly to
keep relations between the United States and de Gaulle
steady during preparation and execution of Torch. It
would, however, take more than a contingent invitation
to Washington to keep the General quiet if he got wind
of what is afoot. Once Torch starts we muat fece a
major crisis in relations between both our Governmenta
and de Gaulle. Whole Fighting French movement will
bitterly resent being kept out of operation and of
subsequent administration of the country,

Torch will, of course, change the whole
pleture ms regards Frence, the French Empire ﬂnd the
Fighting French movement in ways which ca:mot‘_'h-e present
be foreseen, If the Americens manage to bring local
French forces, and possibly also leaders from Franos,
over to our side, the Importance of the Fighting French
movement will diminish and de Gaulle may find it
necessary to jJoin up with new and larger body of
dissident Frenchmen. If the President can influence
him in this direction so much the better.

You may wish to inform the President
of the foregoing, though we should see no harm if he
were to lssue an invitation to de Gaulle in the form he
suggested - 1,e. making it clear that the invitation
carried no commitments but that mitual discussions might
be helpful. We should not, however, wish ;E General
to go to Washington in the immediate future since we

/want



want to reach agreement with him sbout Levantins
States and Madagascar and discussion of these
queations is bound to take some time,

I have mentioned the matter to
Winant, who is ineclined to advise against the
invitation on the ground that if de Gaulle visited
flashington at the time the United 3tates i trying
to consolidate North Africa the effect upon French

leaders there may be bad,
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Y ".\_Ll |\ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
Rron |l WASHINGTON
\_.‘\.I"}‘ Cotober 3, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

I am returning to you herewith the letter ad-
dreessed to you by Edouard Herriot which you sent
back to me with your memorandum of September 30.

Since Monsleur Herrlot's letter to you was in
reply to the message which you sent him, 1t does
not seem to me that any further letter from you 1is
requlred, at least not at this time.

Belleve me

Patthfully yours

Enc.

The Presldent,

The White House.

_Zil/"» [1{ 4&‘1’ Ll_f i
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LE GENERAL DE GAULLE. 4.CARLTON SARDENS. 8.W.1.
WHITEHALL S
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Monsieur le Président,
M. André Philip vous remettra cetpe
lettre. Il vous exposera la condition o
| se trouvait la France guand il 1'a quittge.
(! ] Aux informations gu'il vous apportera su
le développement et la cohésion des groupes
de résistance frangais et, d'une maniér*eil
générale, sur 1'état d'esprit du pays, Je
désire ajouter ceci: |
{ Vous avez suivi 1'évolution r;ar "

(3K
g et politique de la France depuis lﬂg.
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Vous savez (u'ayant supporté le poids principal de
la dernidre guerre, elle en est sortie épuiséde.
Elle a senti profondément gue l'état d'infériorité
relative qui en résultait pour elle 1l'exposait &
un grave péril. Elle a cru & la nécessité d'une
coopération alliée pour compenser cette infériorité
et réaliser 1'équilibre des forces.

Vous n'ignorez pas dans quelles conditions
cette coopération lui a manqué. Or, c'est princi-
palement le doute ol la Fraunce se trouvait, gquant au
soutien réel qu'elle pourrait trouver contre 1l'adver-
saire de la veille et du lendemain, qui a été A
1'origine de la politigue ondoyante et de la mauvaise
stratégie d'ol est sortie notre défaite. Les erreurs
intérieures que nous avons commises, les divisions et
les abus gui contrariaient le jeu de nos institutions,
ne sont que des causes accessoires A coté de ce fait |
capital.

La France vaincue a done le sentiment profond
de 1l'humiliation gui lui a été infligée et de 1'in-
Jjustice du sort gu'elle a subi. C'est pourguoi il

e
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faut qu'avant la fin de cette guerre la France
reprenne sa place dans le combat et qu'en attendant
elle n'ait pas 1'impression qu'elle 1'ait Jamais
entidrement abandonné. I1 faut qu'ells ait
conscience d'étre 1'un des pays dont 1'effort aups
amené la victoire. Ceci est important pour la guerre
et essentiel pour l'aprés-guerre.

81 la France, ft-elle libérée par la victoire
des démocraties, se faisait & elle-ménme 1'effet d'une
nat10n~vaincge, il serait fort & craindre que son
amertume, son huniliation, ses divisions, loin de
1'orienter vers les démocraties, 1'incitersient &
s'ouvrir & d'autres influences. Vous devinez les-
quelles. Ce n'est pas-1a un péril imaginaire, car
la structure sociale de notrs pays va se trouver
plus ou moins ébranlée par les privations et les
spoliations. J'ajoute que la haine de 1'Allemand,
actuellement trds violente parce yue 1'Allemand est
présent et vaingueur, s'atténuera beaucoup vis-i-vis
de 1'Allemand absent et vaincu. Nous avons vu cela




~4~

déja aprds 1918. En tous cas, quelque inspiration
qu'accepte une France qui serait jetée dans une
situation révolutionnaire, la reconstruction européen-
ne et méme 1'organisation mondiale de la paix, s'en
trouveraient dangereusement faussées., I1 faut donc
que la victoire réconcilie la France avec elle-m@me

et avec ses amis, ce qui n'est pas possible si elle
n'y participe pas.

Voild pourguoi si 1'effort de la France
combattante se limitait & grossir de quelques batail-
lons les forces du parti de la liberté ou méme &
rallier une partie de 1'Empire frangais, cet effort
serait, en lui-méme, presque négligeable en face du
probléme essentiel: remettre la France, tout
entiere, dans la guerre.

Vous me direz: "Pourquoi vous 8tes-vous
assigné ce but? Et X quel titre y 8tes-vous fondd?"

Il est vrai que je me suis trouvé, au moment
de 1'amistice de Vichy, dans une situation proprement
inouie. Appartenant au dernier Gouvernement régulier
et indépendant de la Troisidie République, Jje
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déclarai tout haut vouloir maintenir la France dans
la guerre. Le Gouvernement gui s'etait emparé du
pouvoir dans le désespoir et la panique de la nation
ordonnait: ™"Cessez le combatl" En France, et hors
de France, les corps élus, les représentants du
Gouvernement, les Présidents des Assemblées se
résignaient ou gardaient le silence. Si le Prdsi-
dent de la République, si le Parlement et ses chefs,
avaient appelé le pays & continuer la lutte, je
n'aurais méme pas pensé A parler au pays ou en son
nom. Mals ils ne 1l'ont pas fait. Nul autre ne

s'est présenté qui ait entrainé un groupe ou un

' territoire frangais. Des hommes politiques, des

chefs militaires considérables, se sont trouvés, &
tels ou tels moments, libres de parler et d'agir,
par exemple en Afrique du Nord. Ils n'ont pas
montré, un seul moment, soit la conviction, soit
la confiance en leur mandat, suffisantes pour faire
la guerre. Qu'il s'agisse-1a d'une faillite de
1'élite, cela n'est pas contestable. Dans son
esprit, le peuple frangais en a, d'ailleurs, déji
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tiré la conclusion. Quoiqu'il en soit, j'étais
seul. Fallait-il me taire?

C'est pourquoi j'al entrepris l'action qui
me semblait nécessaire pour que la France n'abandon-
nat pas la lutte et pour appeler, en France et hors
de France, tous les Frangais & continuer le combat.
Est~ce & dire que mes compagunons et moi nous soyons
posés, A& aucun moment, comme le Gouvernement de la
France? En aucune manidre. Au contraire, nous nous
sommes tenus et proclamés comme une autorité
essentiellement provisoire, responsable devant la
future représentation nationale et appliquant les
lois de la Troisidme République.

Je n'étais pas un homme politiyue. Toute ma
vie j'étais resté strictement enfermé dans ma
spéecialité. Quand, avant la guerre, j'essayais
d'intéresser & mes idées des hommes politigues,
c'était pour les amener & réaliser, pour le pays, un
objet militaire. De m&me, au moment de l'armistice
de Vichy, c'est d'abord sous une forme militaire que
J'ai fait appel au pays. Mais, du fait que des
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éléments de plus en plus monbreux ont répondu, que

des territoires se sont joints ou ont été joints 2

la France Combattante et que nous étions toujours
seuls & agir d'une menidre organisée, nous avons vu
venir & nous des responsabilités plus larges. Ious
avons vu se créer en France une sorte de mystique dont
nous sommes le centre et qui unit, peu & peu, tous

les éléments de résistance. ('est ainsi que nous
sommes, par la force des cnoses, devenus une entité
morale fraingaise. Cette réalité nous crée des devoirs
que nous sentons peser lourdement sur nous et auxguels
nous considérons que nous ne pourrions nous soustraire
sans forfaiture & 1'égard du pays et sans trehison
vis-a~vis des espérances que place en nous le peuple
de France.

On nous dit que nous n'avons pas A faire de la
politique. 8i 1l'on entend par 13 qu'il ne nous
appartient pas de prendre parti dans les luttes parti- |
sanes de jadis ou de dicter un jour les institutions
du pays, nous n'avons nul besoin de telles recommanda—
tions, car c'est notre principe méme de nous abstenir

Al
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de telles prétentions. Mais nous ne reculons pas
devant le mot "politique" s'il s'agit de rassembler,
non point seulement quelques troupes, mais bien la
nation frangaise dans la guerre, ou s'il s'agit de
traiter avec nos alliés des intérets de la France en
méme temps que nous les défendons, pour la France,
contre l'ennemi. En effet, ces intéréts, qui donc,
sauf nous-mémes, pourrait les représenter? Ou bien,
faut~il que la France soit muette pour ce qui la
concerne? Ou bien, Taut-il que ses affaires soient
traitées avec les Nations Unies par les gens de Vichy
dans la mesure et sous la forme gue M. Hitler juge
convenables? Il n'est pas gquestion de défiance de
notre part vis-4-vis de nos alliés, mais bien des
trois faits suivants qui dominent et commandent nos
personnes: seuls des Frangais peuvent &tre juges des
intérets frangais; 1le peuple frangais est naturelle-
ment convainecu que, parmi nos alliés, nous parlons
pour lui comme nous combattons pour lui & leurs cOtés;
dans leurs malheurs, les Frangais sont extrémement
sensibles & ce gu'il advient de leur Empire et toute

|
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abparence d'abus commis & cet égard par un allié est
exploitéepar 1'ennemi et pap Vichy d'une maniare
dangereuse quant au sentiment national.

Parce que des eirconstances sans précédent

dans notre Histoire nous ont assigné cette tfche, est-

ce & dire que nous pensions imposer & la France un
pouvoir personnel, comme quelques-uns le mumurent
parfois & 1'étranger? Si nous nourrissions des
santimapts assez bas pour chercher 4 escroguer la'
peuple frangais de sa libertd future, nous ferions
preuve d'une ignorance singulidre de notre propre
beuple. Le peuple frangais est, par nature, le plus
0pposé au pouvoir personnel. A aucun moment, il n'eqt
6té facile de lui en imposer un. Mais, demain, apris
1'expérience odieuse de pouvoir personnel faite par
Pétain grfice & la connivence des Allemands et 3
1'oppression intérieure, et aprés 1a longue et dure
contrainte de 1'invasion, qui donec aursit 1'absurdité
d'imaginer qu'on pOt établir et maintenir, en France,
urr pouvoir persomnel? Quelques services qu'il ait pu

rendre dans le passé, le réveur qui tenterait cela
réaliserait contre lui 1l'unanimité nationale.
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I1 est, d'ailleurs, remarquable gue nous ne
soyons taxés par personne en France d'aspirer & la
dictature. Je ne fais pas seulement allusion au fait
que des hommes tels que M. Jouhaux, Président de la
Confédération Générale du Travail, M. Edouard Herriot,
Chef du parti radical, M. Léon Blum, Chef du parti
socialiste, les chefs méme du parti conmuniste, se sont
mis & notre disposition et nous ont fait savoir que
nous pouvions compter sur eux dans notre effort, dont
ils approuvent, sans réserve, la tendance et les buts.
llais, chez nos adversaires mémes, non seulement ceux
de Vichy, mais aussi les Doriot et les Déat, nous
n'avons été, d aucun moment, accusés de viser & la
dictature. Ils nous reprochent d'@tre des mercensires
& la solde des démocraties. Ils ne nous ont Jjemais
reproché de vouloir instaurer en Frence un pouvoir
personnel et anti-démocratique.

Je me permets de vous dire, Monsieur le Président,
que dans cette guerre immense qui exige la coopération
et 1l'union de tout ce qui lutte contre les mémes
ennemis, la sagesse et la justice imposent que la
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France combattante soit réellement et puissamment
aidée. Or, indépendamment de 1'appui moral et
matériel que les alliés peuvent nous donner, et sans
gque nous demandions aucunement & &tre reconnus comme
le Gouvernement de la France, nous estimons nécessaire
d'étre aborués chague fois qu'il s'agit soit des
intérets généraux de la France, soit de la participa-
tion frangaise & la guerre, soit de 1l'administration
des territoires frangais que le développement de la
guerre met graduellement en mesure de reprendre le
combat et qui n'ont pu se rallier spontanément & nous.
Votre nom et votre personne ont, en France, un
prestige immense et incontesté. La France sait qu'elle
peut compter sur votre amitié. Mais enfin, dans votre
dialogue avec elle, gui peut ®tre votre interlocuteur?
Est~ce la France d'hier? ILes hommes qui en furent les
plus représentatifs me font dire qu'ils se confondent
avec nous. Lst-ce la Frauce de Vichy? Peut-8tre
pensez-vous que ses Chefs pourraieat, un jour,
reprendre les ames & nos cOtés. Hélas! Jje ne le
crois pas. Mais, en admettant que cela fat possible,
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il existe actuellement une certitude, ctest qu'ils
collaborent avec Hitler. Dans vos dialogues avec eux,
il y a toujours ce tiers présent. Est-ce la France
de demain? Comment savoir oll elle réside tant qu'elle
n'aura pas désigné ses chefs par une Assemblée libre-
ment. constituée? En attendant, ne faut-il pas que la
nation frangaise ait, cependant, la preuve qu'elle n'a
pas quitté le camp des alliés et qu'elle y est
politiquement présente, comme elle 1'est, malgre
tout et par nous, militairement et territorialement?
On me dit gue des personnes de votre entoursge
craindraient qu'en reconnaissant notrs existence vous
comprometiiez la possibilité que certains éléments,
notamment militaires, qui dépendent actuellement du

Gouvernement de Vichy, rentrent bientot dans la

guerre. Mals, croyez-vous que ce Soit en ignorant
les Frangais qui combattent, en les laissant se

décourager dans 1'isolement que vous attirerez les
autres dans le combat? D'autre part, quel danger ,
comporterait, pour la France, le fait que ses alliés

e

provogueraient sa propre division en favorisant la
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formation de plusieurs trongons rivaux, les uns
neutralisés avec 1'accord des allids eux-mémes, les
autres luttant dispersés pour la méme patrie! Enfin,
plus de deux ans de cruelles expériences n'ont~ils pas
montré que tout a'lén}ant. qui se sépare de Vichy est
ameng, soit & rejoindre la France combattante, soit 2
figurer individuellement comme isolé sans importance?
Le peuple frangais, dans sa situastion terrible voit
naturellament trds simple. Pour lui, il n'y a de choix
gu'entre le combat et la capitulation. Pour lui, le
combat c'est naturellement la France combattante et

son instinct exige la concentration autour de ceux dans
lesquels il voit le symbole méme de son effort. C'est
14, d'ailleurs, la raison profonde qui, malgré les
difficulteés incroyables dans lesguslles la France
combattante vit et lutte depuis plus de deux ans, a
maintenu et accru sa cohésion.

Malgré la capitulation et 1'amistice, la France
garde, dans le monde, une puissance qu'il n'est pas
possible de négliger. Il s'agit de savoir comment
elle retournera au combat dans le camp des nations




Son Excellence
Mongieur Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President des Ltats-Unis d'mariqua.

unies en sauvegardant & la fois sa sensibilité et
son unité. Parmi les probldmes de la guerre, celui-
14 est 1'un des plus importants. ('est pourguoi Jje
vous demande d'accepter 1'iade d'un examen général
el direct des relations entre les Etats-Unis et la
France combattante. Quelle gue doive ®tre la forme
d'un pareil examen, je ne crois pas gqu'il y ait une
autre manibre d'aborder Iranchement un probldme dont
Je sens profonddment que, dans 1'intéret de la cause
sacrée pour laguelle nous combattons, il doit 8tre
résolu.

Jeé vous prie de bien vouloir agrder, Monsieur
le Président, les assurances de ma haute considération,

L oy



/ TRANSLATION OF LETTER OF OCTOBER 8, 1942
E GAULLE.

ADDRESSED TO THE PRESBIDENT BY GENERAL D

Genersl de Gaulle 4 Carlton Gardens, S.W.l
Whitehall 5444

Ootober 6, 1942,

Mr, President:

Mr. André Philip will hand this letter to you. He
will glve to you an account of the situation as it wae
in France at the time he left that country. I take thies
opportunity %o add something te the reports which he will
glve you with regard to the development of the groups of
French resietance and their cohesion, and aleo, in a
general way, with regard to the state of mind of the
country.

You are familiar with the moral and political evolu-
tion of France in the perioed eince 1918. You know that
France came out of the last war, in which she bore the
heaviest burden, completely exhausted. The country felt
deeply that the resultant state of relative inferiority
exposed it to a grave danger. France believed in the
neceselty of allied cooperation in order to counteract
that inferiority and to create an egquilibrium of power.

You will remember in what circumstances that coopera-

tion falled to materialize. It wae, in fact, principally
the




the uncertainty with which France was faced as to the
amount of real support which she might be able to count

on againet the recent and the future enemy which caused

the wavering policy and bad strategy which were responeible
for our defeat. The mistakes in internal policy, the
factlonal differences, and the abuses which thwarted the
operation of our inetitutions, are only accessory factors
to this main fact.

A vanquished France therefore was deeply senaitive
to the humiliation which she had suffered and to the in-
Justice of the fate to which she had been subjected, For
thie reason it 1s necessary that before the end of the
present war France should resume her place as & combatant,
and that meanwhile she should not have the impreselon that
at any time she has been entirely abandoned. She must
feel that she 1e one of the countries contributing to
the vietory. Thie is important during the war and essential
for the post-war period.

If France, liberated by the victory of the democracies,
ehould feel herself to be & defeated nation, there 1is good
reasgon to fear that her blttarnauq. her humiliation, her
factional differences, far from leading her toward the
democracies, would give an impetus toward giving way to
other influences. You will surely see what I have in mind...
Thie ie no imaginary danger, since the soolal structure of

our
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country will have been shattered,more or less, by poverty
and enemy exploitation. I should like to add that the
hatred toward the German, now very violent because the
German ie present and the master, will abate to a great
degree when the German 1e absent and defested. We experi-
enced that already, after 1918. In any case, whatever

may be the source of inepiration accepted by a France
thruet into a revolutionary situation, European reconstruc-
tion and even the organization of world peace will be
dangerouely ore judiced (faussé) thereby. The vietory,
therefore, must reconcile France with herself and with her
friends, which will not be poseible unless she can particl-
pate in the viectory.

For these reasons, if the effort of the Fighting
French 1s to be limited to increasing by eome battalions
the forcee in the cause of liberty, or even to rallying a
part of the French empire, thie effort would be in itself
almost negligible in view of the essential problem, which
ie to put France, as an entity, again into the war.

You may ask me, why have you teken on thie task, and
by what authority?

It 1e true that at the time of the Vichy armistice
I found myself in an extraordinary situation. As & member
of the last regular and independent Government of the

Third
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Third Republic I took & strong position for keeping
France in the war., The Government which came into
power in the hour of the nation's despair and panie,
however, gave the order to withdraw. The elected
representatives, the agents of the Government, the
Presidente of the Chambers, elther resigned or remained
sllent, whether they were in France or abroad. If the
President of the Republie, or the Parliament and 1ts
leaders, had called on the country to continue the
etruggle, I should not have thought of appealing to

the country or speaking in ite name. But they did not
do 1t. No one else came forward who might have had the
support of any group or of any French territory. There
were political leaders and military men of considerable
lmportance who at one time or another were free to speak
or to act, in North Africa, for example. Not once did
they show either the conviction or the falth in their
mandate which would have been necessary for continuing
the war. There 1s no doubt that we were faced with the

complete failure of our leading classes. The French

people
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people moreover did not fail to draw the conclusion.
Whatever the eiroumstances may have been, I was alone.
Qught I to have kept sllent?

Thus I began the activity which seemed necessary
to make sure that France should not give up, and that
all Frenchmen, at home or abroad, should be called to
continue the struggle. In no sense is thls to be taken
to mean that I or my colleagues ever presented ourselves
as the Government of France. On the contrary we
proclaimed our position as an authority essentially
provisional, responsible to the future national
authorities, and administering the laws of the Third

Hepublic.
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I was not a political leader, All my life I had
kept strictly within my profession., It ie true that
before the war I had tried to interest the political
leaders in esome of my i1deas, but it wee only to bring to
realization some military projlect for the benefit of the
country, Likewlse at the time of the Vichy armlstice it
wae primarily along military lines that I appealed to the
country, When we observed, however, that larger and
larger groups reeponded, that whole territories adhered
or were Jolned to the Fighting French, and that we alone
were in a position to act with any form of organization,
we saw that larger responsibillties had fallen to us. We
have seen in France the growth of a sort of mystical
conception directed toward use, and bit by bit uniting all
the elements of reslstance., Thus we have become, by
force of circumstance, a French moral entity., Thie has
created for ue dutiee for which we feel deeply responsiltle
and which we could not aveld without betraying the respect
of the country and the hopes placed in us by the French
people, ;

We are told that we should not engage in political
activity. If this means that we ought not to take up the
former party controversiese or dictate the form of govern—
ment of the country, we need no such advice, becauce as &
matter of principle we abstain from any such preteneions,
But we do not hesitate before the word "politics" if 1t

means
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means to rally not only a few troops but the whole French
nation in the war, or if it meane to deal with our Allles
on mattere concerning the intereste of France at the same
time that we defend thoee intereste against the enemy.
Who, except ourselves, could represent those intereste?
Or should France remain silent in matters concerning her
affairs? Or should these affaire be diecussed with the
United Nations by the Vichy people in the manner and form
that Hitler may judge appropriate? It is not a queetion
of our self-assertion toward our Allies but consideration
of the three following factors which has determined our
attitude: Only Frenchmen can be the judge of thelr
national interests; the French people are convinced that
when treating with the Allies we speak for the natlon Just
as we fight for ite interests at the side of our Allies;
in their miefortunes the French people have become extremely
sengitive to the fate of their empire, and any appearance
of abuse of these interests on the part of any ally 1ie
exploited by the enemy and by Vichy in a manner dangerous
to the national senslbllitles.

Since circumstances unprecedented in our history have
gElven us thie task, can we think of imposing upon France
gome regime of personal power, as some people, chiefly
abroad, are suggesting? To have such vile feelings as to
want to cheat the French people of their future liberty

would
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would be to prove our complete ignorance of our own people,
The French nation is in character the moet deeply opposed
to a regime of pereonal power, It has never been easy to
impose such power, but now, after the odlous experience
of the personal regime of Petaln which has been puaiibln
because of the connlvance of the Germane and becauee of the
cppresslone in the adminietration, and after the long and
heavy burden of the invasion, who would be abeurd enocugh to
imagine that he could establieh and maintain a regime of
peresonal power in France? The dreamer who would try that,
whatever services he may have rendered toc the country in
the past, would find the whole nation renged against him,
It 1e worth noting, moreover, that no one in France
has accueed us of aspiring to dictatorship. Let me refer
to the fact that men like Mr, Jouhaux, President of the
General Federation of Labor, Mr, Edouard Herriot, Leader
of the Radical Party, Mr, Leon Blum, Leader of the Boclallst
Party, even the leaders of the Communist Party, have placed
themselves at our dleposition, and have informed us that
we can count on them ln our work, of which they unreservedly
approve both the direction and the alme. Even among our
adversaries, not only the Vichy people but aleo those like
Doriot and Déat, there hae been no one to accuse us of
wanting s dictatorship. 'Thnr reproach us with being

mercenaries
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mercenaries paild by the democracles, but they have never
reproached us with trying to eset up a personal and anti-
democratic power in France, |

Let me say, Mr. Presldent, that in thie ilmmense war
which demandes the cooperation and unity of every element
fighting againet the same enemies, wledom and Justice
demand that the Fighting French receive real and powerful ald,
But apart from the moral and material support which the
Allies can give us, and without demanding that we be recog-
nized as the Government of France, we coneider that 1t le
nuco;nary that we be consulted (abordé) each time there is
guestion either of the general intereste of France, or of
French participation in the war, or of the adminietration
of those French territories which the developmente of the
war may gradually place in a position where they can agaln
take part in it,- territories which have not been able
spontaneously to Join with us.

Your name and your personality have an enormous
prestige in France, France knows that she can count on
your friendship. But in your conversations with France,
with whom can you speak? Is 1t the France of yesterday?
The men who were the most representative authorize me fto
say that they are with ue, Is it the France of Vichy?
Perhaps you think that ite leaders might some day take up

arma
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arme at our side. I regret to say I cannot believe 1t:
but 1f such a thing were possible, ore thing is certain -
today they are collaborating with Hitler, and in your
conversations with them he 1s always present as a third
party. Is it the France of tomorrow? How can we know
what that 1s, until the leaders can be chosen by a freely
constituted assembly? Meanwhile has not the French nation
proved that 1t has not deserted the camp of the Allies,
and that the nation is politically carrylng on, in spite
of everything, through the agency of our organization,
both in a military and in & territorial sense?

I have been told that persons who have access to
you (de votre entourage) may be fearful lest in recognizing
our existence one would prejudice the chances that certain
elements, particularly of a military character, now
attached to the Vichy Government, might again take part
in the war. But do you believe that by ignoring those
Frenchmen who are fighting, and by leaving them in a
discouraging isolation, you would attract others for war
service? Think of the riek to France, on the other
hand, in the fact that her allies seem to be promoting
the dieintegration of the country by favoring the forma-
tion of eeveral rival factions, some of them neutralized

by
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by agreement with the Allies themselves, and others
trying to fight separately, but for the same cause.
After all, have not the two years of bitter experience
demonstrated that every element which separated itself
from Vichy elther found ite way to the Fighting French
or, i1f left apart, remained in ineffectual isolation?
In the tragic situation in which the French people have
been placed they see things very simply. They see that
their only cholce 1s between war and capltulation. If
the cholce is to be war, then it means naturally the
Fighting French, and the national instinct rallies them
around those in whom they see the symbol of their war
effort. In thie we have the real explanation of the fact
that in spite of the extreme difficulties under which
the Fighting French have kept golng in the last two Years,
they have held fast and gained in solidarity. .
Notwithetanding the capitulation and the armistice,
France still represents & power in the world which muat
not be ignored. We must find a way for her to return as
a partliecipant in the war along with the United Nations
while preserving both her susceptibilities and her unity.

Thie is one of the most important problems of the war,
and
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and 1t 1s for this reason that I ask ¥ou to agree to
undertake a general and direct examination of the re-
lations between the United States and the Fighting French.
Whatever may be the procedure to this end, I belleve
there 1s no other way of approaching with complete open-
ness of mind a problem for which I feel with deep
conviotion, because of the sacred cause for which we are
fighting, there must be found a solution.

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my

high consideration.

His Excellenoy,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America.



AMERICAN RED CROSS
WasHminaTON, D, C,

CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE oy ! _Oetober 9, 1942
der 9 3 0ePH W
Memorandum for The President ''”

From tha Chalrman of the Amarican Red Cross

Attached is a confidentis]l memorandum con-
cerning anti-Jewish measures in occupled France
which, I am sure, will be of interest to you in
case you have not already received information

! on the subject.

The source of this informetion is well known
to us and is a very superior person.
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THE AMERICAN RED CHOSS P
IN FRANCE
Headquarters;
1, Rue Beauvau
darsailles
Memorand um
To: Mr. Sparrow Marsaille
From: Mr. Ball August 7, 1942 - 3:00 pm

Melle de Hurtado, Directrice du Servics Social de la Selns, & rue de
Berrl, Paris, called today to give you a report on the latest rounding up of the
lforeign Jews in Paris.

This visit was at the request of Mnme Gillet, with whom Melle de Hurtado
is assoclated since she alsc works with the French Red Cross and as ¥ou will nota,
has her offies at the sams address as Mme Gillet,

Melle de Hurtado's verbal account of this affair was most vivid - cover-
ing principally the lollowing points:-

Soms 15,000 women and ehildren have so far besn taken, plus about 3,000
men. The small proporticn of mem is accounted for by the fact that they had been
previcusly taken or had fled,

A8 they were rounded up they were centralized in the circus of the
Velodrome d'Hiver, whers as many a8 8,000 were mssembled for as long as 7 days
under most advarse conditions - no bedding or other facilities other than straw to
sleep on and inadequate sanitary provisions.

From this point they were placed in camps where as many as 4,500 have
been erowded into camps ordinarily accommodating 1,500. Heras again the saune terribla
conditions exist, the only thing provided being straw for sleaping.

Children over two years of age, and up to about 12, are taken from the
parents and pluced in separate camps.

The parents are taken from the cemps and harded into freight cars - 42
to each car - and sent to an unknown destination in Germany. They are locked in
the ears for the duration of the voyage of three days and nights. They ara
accompanied by children of age 13 and above. Girls and boys of 15 and 16 picked
up are sent along without their parents.

With the children over 2 remaining in camps in France, one Jewlsh woman
for each 15 children remains to care for them.

When picked up these people had no time to prepara their affalrs or to
carry with them the necessary toilette articles.

Everything is taken from them down to personal items ineluding wedding
ringa. Also little items that might be used in any way as weapons, such as needles,
mirrors, ete.

All the work of rounding up has been done by French Police. The Germans
appear only in the background in civilian dress watehing the proceedings.

Many of the French police have attempted to resign but their reglgnation
have besn refused and they are forced to continue with the unpleasant work,
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At the freight ears the German authorities tske over and thelr treatment
becomss worse. Melle de Hurtado clited an incident here. A French Red Cross worker
attempted to pass a jug of water to those in one of the wagons. This was jarked
from her hands by a Germen officer and thrown away with the remark "What are you
trying to do lor these dogs."

All the proceedings have besn undertaken with an obvious lack of prepara-
tion and organization.

The French Red Cross have been doing everytilng they could to provide
medieal assistance and any comfort articles for the vietims among which are included
the 111, the very young and the very old. This assistance is entirely unoffieisl -
thay are for the most psrmitted to continue but have been requestsd by the prefet
for the Seine not to wear the Red Cross insignia. Thay, therefore, appear in their
uniforms without the insignia.

The 3ecours Hatlonal is providing some food and milk.

The question was asked of Melle Hurtado as to what preparation had been
made to properly identify the children taken from the parents in the anticipatien of
their rejoining the families at some future date. The answer was that some attempt
was being made by the police, and also by the French Red Cross, but that the entire
matter was in a state of chaos.

As to the future of these ehildren, nothing official is known but two
stories have so (ar been advanced:

1) They will rejoin their perents later.

2) They will remain in France to be eventuslly adopted by French
Jewlsh families,

In reply to a question as to the destination and purpose of sending the
parents to Germany, she was unable to furnish a solution. It was suggeatad that
possibly it was to supply workers. Melle de Hurtado doubted this since the subjects
inelude all ages in various states of health and the majority of them would be use-
less for this purpose.

The victims include the German, Folish and Russian Jews. Those from
Hungary and Roumanis have so far been spared.

Melle de Hurtado said that stories of family suicides and children being
thrown from windows to their death, and other sensational stories have bean axaggerat-
ad. Juch things have happened but were not nearly as common as these stories would
have you belisvae.

Nevertheless, she sald that it was terrible enough without all the sensa-
tlonalism, and that the whole affair was indescribably brutal and unbelievable in
this present day. She has worked among these people for some time, pointed out
their faults in a matter of fact way, and did not seem toc bs an emotlonal parson,
but her story was told at times with effort as she fought back the tears.

fﬂf Leslie C. Ball
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

QOctober 27, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

Monsieur André Philip, who recently fled from France
to become a member of Genersl de Gaulle's Natlonal Com-
mittee in London, has recently arrived in Washington.

Monsleur Philip tells me that he has had the oppor-
tunity of talking with you in past years and, if that 1ie
correct, you know his background.

He was brought to see me by Monsieur Adrien Tixler,
representative in this country of General de Geulle, and
I have had two long-and interesting conversations with
him,

He has handed me a letter addressed to you by Gen-

eral de Gaulle which I am transmitting to you herewith,

together with a copy of a translation made for the files
of the Department.

Monsleur Phillp has asked if you will recelve him,
and I have told him that I would transmit hls requeet

The President,
The White House.
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to you. Will you let me know what your wishes may be?
If you declde to see him, may I have an opportunity
of talking with you before you receive Monsieur Philip?

Belleve me

aMhfully yours,

J’_" ‘

Enc.



(TRANSLATION)

DELEGATION OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE
IN THE UNITED STATES

Washington, D.C.
October 21, 1942,

Mr. Minister:

I have the henor to forward to You herewlith, on behalr
of Mr. André Philip, two letters addressed to President
Roosevelt by the chlefe of the two prineipal organizations
of French internal resistance: "Libération" and "Combat",

I should be very grateful to you if you would be goocd enough
to transmit these twc lettere to President Roosevelt,

Please accept (etc, )

A, TIXIER

The Honorable Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

et S
TR:AVA:DVA S35R0.Bens), dest
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( TRANSLATION)
October 7, 1942,

Mr, Preeident:

Whatever may be the value of the reporte which reasch
the Btate Department concerning public opinion in France,
they are necessarily incomplete and fragmentary. Collected
moet often by members of the diplomatic corps, they are
only the reflection of but a part of the nation, and in
the present state of affaire in France, of the part which
can leaet claim to represent 1it,

The evolution of mentalities ie now so rapid, the
currents of opinion subject to influence which are eome-
times so subtle, that there is danger of their not being
completely understood by foreign observers,

As for two years I have been closely aesoclated with
the inner life of the netion and as, in order to organize
resletance in France, I have approached all soclal clasees,
all politicel parties, it has seemed to me neceseary, for
& better understanding in American circles, to outline for
you a sketch of the evolution in mentality as it appears
to me. My chief concern in writing this letter will be
to remain most setrictly objective.

It 1e 1mpaasible to understand the present situation
and the will of the French nation without going back to
the events of June 18540,

In
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In a few weeke, fortifications whica people had
learned to consider impregnable were plerced or turned,
the army which it considered invinecible wae reduced to
surrender, three-fifthe of the country occupled by the
enemy. An unprecedented calamity in our hietory fell
upon a people in no way prepared for it, This frightful
catastrophe gave a terrible blow to the very great majority
of the French and plunged them into a etate of psychologl-
cal dlstress, of mental lethargy which made it impoegsible
for them at the time to measure either the tragic mistake
of the Armistice or the real political eignificence of the
change in Government,

Marshal Pétain, the new Chief of State, crowned by
all his past military glory, whose political views were
known to only a small number of initiatiee, had the sdvant-
age of huge popularity with all clasees of the nation. For
proof, I need only the manifestations of a delerious popu-
lar enthuslaem which marked his firset visite to the large
French cities,

In the confuelon of minde and of men, the people threw
the responsibility for thelr mlefortune on their former
political leaders., They gave thelr absolute confidence to
one whose past should be a guarantee of hie future attitude.
They believed him the best qualified to get the most out of g

gravely
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gravely compromised situation,

At thie time, the attitude taken by General de Gaulle
eeemed to the majority only a proof of exceptional courage,
but without military or political significance,

Also, as a whole, and paradoxical as it may appear,
the people were at one and the same time "P€tiniete" and
"Gaulliste". They hoped and believed that the action of
@General de Gaulle outelde the natlonal territory and that
of the Marshal within the mother country would converge
and that the two would be directed against Germany, with
respect to which thelr feelings had not changed, 8o it
ie that the Légion dee Combattante was, upon ite ineti-
tution, coneldered by many &s & sort of black Reichewehr,

a camouflaged eemi-military formation, which would still
have ite r8le to play in the war,

It was the incidente at Mere-el-Kébir which, for the
firet time, showed the French pecple the antagonism between
the Marehal's policy and that of General de Gaulle, It
muet, furthermore, be recognized, that at that period, the
prestige of the Chief of State was so great that, on that
occaslon, the populatlion as a whole condemned the British
action,

Theee, however, were the incidents which gradually led
to the separation of the nation into two bloes: the first,

and
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and at the time the less important, for which everything
is good provided that i1t 1s direoted against Germany; and
the second, for which adherence and obedlence to the Mar-
gshal had to be the sole watchword,

It is from this moment that there may be dated what
may be called a "Petainiem for action", that is, the group-
ing in numeroue formations of Frenchmen who did not only
line up behind the Marshal, but who further took it as their
task to fight all thoee who did not adopt their attitude.

From this moment, French epiritual unity was shaken:
the bourgeoieie as a wnole entered the Marehal's ranks,
while the porular classee began to manifest an instinctive
aversion for them,

The MONTOIRE interview in October 1940, the announce-
ment by the Mareshal himself of the poliey of collaboration
with Germany, caused in any case complete stupefaction and,
often great indignation., The majority of the country,
whether or not grouped behind the Marehal, had remained
anti-German: as a'cnnuaquance, they were anti-collabora-
tionlet. DBut while the opponente saw in this change the
beginning of a poliey of eriminal surrender, the othere
wlehed to eee therein only an adroit manuever by which
the Marshal would "ease out" the Germane, They recalled
on that cccaeion hie words: "Honor obliges ue to under-

take
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take nothing againet our former Alliees,"

Thie part of public opinion seemed to receive con-
firmation of ite interpretation wnen, on December 13, 1940,
Mr, Laval, known for his sympathies with the German authori-
ties, wae turned out of the Government, The Marshal's popu-
larity, by that time threatened, returned to its full
etrength; at that preclise moment, he had the nation behind
him,

Laval's departure, added to a relative contradiction
between the Government'e worde and actions, reinforced
the thesls of the famous double play, The Marehal became
in the eyes of a part of public opinion a new Stresemann,
whose dupee were the Germane, Bellief in thie myth of the
double play pushed strong roots to the depths of the nation
and even to this day 1t has rare, but incurable, adherents,
It 1e true that those who, whetner elncerely or not, were
attached to 1t, found in 1t both the explanation and the
excuse for thelr passivity.

The events which followed succeeded one after another
in undermining in the country the myth of the double play.
Gaulliem, in which the people, and particularly those in
the occupled zone, recognized a rare moral courage, was
coareely attacked by official propaganda, its leaders
condemned to deatn and tneir property seized. The English,

whom
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whom France pereisted in coneldering 1te allies, were dally
attacked and calumniated by an unrestrained press, All
undertakings of the Axls powers were favored and those of
the Allies hindered. The cession of Indo-China to Japan,
the Byrian aftair, the supplying of Rommel's army in Cyren-
alca, the operation of our factoriee for the benefit of the
Reich, were stigmatlized by opinion as crimee against the
French nation,

It wae clearly evident that Af the hidden intentione
of the Government were pure (though there was nothing to
allow such an assertion), 1te actions were equivalent to
conetant eurrenders, to moet serlious renunclations, Ite
weaknees vis-d-vis German demande dally took France far-
ther along the road of capitulatione and dishonor, A4n
increaeing number of Frenchmen then drew away from the
Marshal,

It waes then that he began to be attacked, no longer
only in hie poliey, but even in his person, Pecple began
eecretly to recall his past errors, his opinion as to the
uselessnese of the fortificatione Just at the point where
the Germans had plerced them, his views as to the slight
efficaecy of aviation in the war to come, hie thorough-going
pessimiem 1llustrated by hie wieh to request an armistice
in March 1918,

In
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In parallel fashion, General de Gaulle's prestige
inoreased in proportion as the growing length of the war
made it poeslble to consider the Armistlice as 2 criminal
mistake., The refusel of the leader of the Free French
Forces to submit to the "inevitable" wae no longer con-
eldered merely as a courageous act of high moral worth,
but aleo as the proof of great political and strategic
clear-sightedness,

The working clase was the first intultively to under-
stand the etill confueed aspects of the problem and to
range lteelf in an increasingly refractory opposition,
while the bourgeois claes as & whole, from sentiment even
more than from reason, retalned ite confidence in the
Marehal,

The people needs to place ite hope and its failth in
a man, If you, Mr, President, for America, Mr, Churchill
for Great Britain, and Mr, 8talin for the USSR, symbolize
the will te fight of your great countriee, the Marshal
could no longer fill that rdle for resisting France, That
is when the star of General de Gaulle brightened on the
horizon, while that of the Marshal diminiehed, People were
ineenslbly becoming Gaullist,

However, the speeches of French statesmen like their
actions, dally brought new proofe of an increasing subjection

to
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to Germany., It wae no longer only actiocns of foreign
poliey which wounded the popular will, but also those of
domestic policy. By a phenomenon of oemoels which encount—
ered no obstacle but, on the contrary, extraordinary com-
plaleance, there was substituted for the regime of liberty
to which me people were attached a regime of oppreeeion,
the resemblance of which to the Nazi regime could not fail
to strike the masses,

Firet came the establishment of the "regime of repri-
sals". The reactionary circles believed that tne moment
had come to take thelr revenge for the days of the Popular
Front and the great fear 1t had caused them, In the small-
est villages, ae well as in the large cities, tne conduct
of public affairs, promoted by the zeal of the Legionnaires,
pasged to the hands of a minority which, most often, did
not have the confidence of the people and which, instead of
practicing a poliey of reconciliation, etrengthened past
antagonisems,

It was then that the Government had a measure of its
growing unpopularity. Following the logical curve of its
evolutlon, 1t defended itself by inetituting further police
measures and redoubling a self-propaganda, measuree which
further heightened the barrier which henceforth separated
it from the nation,

Even the domain of the spirit, that dearest to the
French



French, was, in ite turn, violated, Tne Hitlerian New
Order wae landed in the press, over the radio, in the
echools. Freedom to write, freedom of opinion, freedom
of thought, dleappeared one after the other. Anti-Semitic
persecutlone began, Christian consciences, enlightened
by eome eminent prieste, graduslly drew away from the
temporal power and entered more and more into the oppoei-
tion,

In the economic field, contrary to the formal assur-
ances of the Chief of State, tne omnlpotence of the truste
recelved 1te definitive confirmation by the creation of
Committees of Organization, In their turn, emall and
average employere entered the resistance,

The word "Republic", wnich symbolized all the free-
dome in the nation's eyes, wae stricken from the vocabu-
lary and effaced from the fronte of our monuments., A
heavy atmosphere of dlstruet and delation weighed upon
the country. Thenceforth, the opposition united in its
ranks all social classes, all political tendenciee, all
confessions, Vichy wae thenceforth for France only a
doeclile instrument in German hands, From that time on, the
people vowed the seme hatred to the German Reich and to

the French regime. In public opinion, tne military problem

of
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of the liberation of the territory wee indissolubly linked
¥ith the political problem of overturning the Vichy dicta-
torehip and the reetoration of all ite freedoms.

That 18 the reason why General de Geaulle, a military
symbol of the will to liberation, became, without having
so sought, by the very force of events and the will of
public opinion, the eymbol of complete internal, as well
ae forelgn, liberatlon,

Is there any need of telling you, Mr, Preeident, that
the last straw was placed with Mr, Laval's attainment of
power? France had forgotten neither the eguivocal machina-
tions of the pre-war period, nor the circumstances under
which he had been dlemissed, fifteen monthe earlier, by the
Marehal, Hie return showed in striking fashion the im-
potence of the Chief of State whoee prestige, in the eyes
of the people, wae no longer useful except to help German
designe.

Mr, Laval had the strange merit of dissipating all
doubte: "I desire a German victory," he cried on June 22,
1942, At & stroke, he ranged in the opposition an impor-
tant part of the middles classes whoee eyes were then
finally opened.

The inhuman anti-Semitic persecutions, the forced
recrulting of labor for Germasn factories, the propaganda

carried
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carried on even in the very heart of the army for enliet-
mente in the anti-boleshevik legion, the Marshal'e congratu-
tione to Chancellor Hitler after the Diepre raid, the piti-
less police repressions, are sufficient evidence to prove
that Vichy - not only by ite worde, but by its acte - 18
giving ites complete aseistance to ite German mesetere, The
huge majority of the nation disowns the Government and no
longer dletinguiehes the Chief of State from it,

The noblest words and eymbole have been prostituted
in shady egquivocatione, Honor, dignity, work, fatherland,
flag, have become means of sacrileglous propaganda in the
hande of those who govern ue for the sake of theilr criminal
deslgns,

Thue, the French are no longer distinguishable by
their attachment to the flag which the vilest claim, but
by their attechment to the e¢olor bearer, Frence hes two
of them: Pé€tain and de Gaulle. She has chosen de Gaulle.
There are but two Francee now!: Pétain's,which turned
traltor after having shamefully eubmitted, and de Gaulle's,
which wages war, There 1s no longer an intermediate posi-
tion, Buch, Mr, President, 1s my country's opinion.

I am, myself, a soldier whom the drama being lived
by my country launched without preparation into resietance.
The evolution which I have so briefly retraced for you was

my
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my own, Juet as it wae that of my fellow-countrymen, I

had no g priorl oreference, either for a political tendency
or for thie or that man, when in June 1940, I had to stop
fighting. Though I unsuccessfully tried to continue the
fight by Joining General de Gaulle, I neverthelese bellieved
in Marshal Pétain, I believed in the double play and I

even believed in a real human and soclal national reveolution,
Like all other Frenchmen, I was cruelly disapvointed, odioue-
ly decelved, My thinking is not personal; I share in the
great current of opinion which, like a tidal wave, 18 sub-
merging all Frenchmen and drawing them with 1t, It is on
thies ground that my opinion eshould have value and welght

in your . eyes.

France now has unity and will., They may be defined
thue: there is no longer political opposition in France,
The pre-war perties are desd and even those who fought in
them do not wieh to see them set up again, The miracle
hae been accomplished, HReslietance, whether organized or
not, gathere together men coming from all political hori-
zons, from all soclal claesee, and they Tight together
like brothers,

France's miefortune has remade i1ts unity. For 1it,

a Government which is the reesult of a coup a'état, tramp-
ling on ite most eacred righte, betraying ite elementary
dutles
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duties, cannot speak in ite neme, For France, Vichy 1is
Hitler,

All France recognizee in General de Gaulle the symbol
of the will to Tight and the last representative of the
legal government of the Republic, Vichy'e betrayal hae
made inseparable for Frenchmen the problem of liberation
and that of revolution, General de Gaulle 1s the depository
of that double will.

Only the army, pernaps, partly escapee that unanimouse
will, Officers whose patriotic sense 1s not involved, but
only their political sense, share in the popular will to
liberation, but in the majority they have not understood
the will to revolution, Enemies of the Government, they
8t11]l remain attached to the Marshal's person, However,
the army cannot be coneldered, elther by France or by its
Allies, as a foreign body in the country, ae having a will
of ite own, It cannot and muet not have any will but that
of the nation, Any attempt which should seek either to
withdraw it from the current of a unanimous publiec opinien
or a fortiori to set 1t againgt such ourrent, would be
contrary to elementary democratic prineiples and would be
doomed to failure, The army cannct be a fief in the
Republic. Unquestionably, doubtes have been expressed as
to General de Gaulle's political views., Even before they

wWere
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were formulated, the leader of the Fighting French Forces
mad a public and solemn promise to surrender the authority,
after the war, to the French people. On that account, the
moet representative men in Republican France, men like

Mr, Herriot, Mr, Léon Blum, Mr, Jouhaux, Mr, Jesnneney, ae
well as the movements of resistence, the present expreselon
of the natlon, after having signed the manifesto which the
General promulgated, recognized him as military and poli-
tical head and ranged themselves behind him,

The fighting United Nationes muet heed the voice of
suffering France which, tomorrow, will be fighting on their
slde, This volce 1s the voice of General de Gaulle, Buch
is the will of the French nation, The material and moral
intereste of France must be defended; they will not be
defended at Vichy, but at London, by the head of the
Fighting Prench Forces.

Mr, Preeident, it 18 in the name of the “Combat"
Movement that I write to you, This movement of resietance,
which extende to the free zone, the occupled zone and North
Africa, and whose men are already fighting and dying for
freedom, for our common freedom, have more than 50,000
Frenchmen organized, ready to take up their arms again,
Several hundred thousand of my fellow-countrymen are

active in ite propaganda groups. It 1e thelr message
which
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whieh I tranemit to you, I ask you to hear their voice,
Please belleve, Mr, Presldent, the assurance of my

deeply respectful sentiments,

CHIEF OF THE "COMBAT" MOVEMENT

TR:AVA:DVA



Le 7 ootcbre 19542,

{ 47 Monsisur le Président,

N -
S NRED
' W0y =5 (3 Guells que soit la valsur des informations qui parvien-
Y heat su State Department sur 1'opinion en France, sllss sont ndcessai-
resent incompldtes et fragmentaires, Recusilliss ls plus souvent par
dos personnalitds du Corps Diplomatique, elles ne sent le reflst qus
d'une partis ssulsment de la nation, st dans 1'dtat actusl des choses
en Franos, de la partie qui peut le moins prétendre A la personnifier,

L'dvolution des esprits est maintenant si rapide, les
courants d'opinion soumis A des influences parfols sl subtiles qu'ils
risquent de ne pas 8tre compldtement saisis par des cbservateurs dtran-

gare,

MALE depuls deux ans A la vie intime de 1a nation, syant
approchd pour 1l'arganisstion de la rdsistance en France toutes les
olasses soolales, tous les partis politigues, il m'a paru ndosssaire,
pour la meillsure uo?mﬁnn-!.m dea milisux esdriceins, de wous bros=
sar un tebleau de 1'dvolution des esprits tells qu'elle m'apparatt,
Mon socuol prinoipal dans la rfdaction de cette lesttre sera de reste
sur ls terrain de la plus stricte dbjectivitd.

Il est impossible de comprendre 1'dtat actuel et la vo-
lontd de la nation frangaise si on ne remonte aux évnements de juin
19540,

En guelgues semainss, les fortifications que le peuple
avait appris & considdrer comme imprensblss, furent perofes ou tour-
nfes, 1'arsde qu'il considfrait comme invinoible fut réduits A meroi,
las trols cinguidmes du pays coocupd par l'ennsmi, Une calamitd sans
prédodfent dens notre histoire s'sbattailt sur un peapls que rien n'y
aveit prdpard, Cette effroysbls oatastrophe perta un coup terrible &
la trés grande majoritd des Frangais et les plongea dans un dtat de
ddtresse psychologique, de 1fthargie ofrdbrale qui ne lsur permit de
mssurer 4 ce moment ni la tragique erreur de 1'Armistioce, nl la si-
gnifioation politique rdells du changement de gouvernemsnt,

Le Mardchal FETAIN, nouvesu Chef de 1'Etat, aurdeld de
toute sa gloire militaire passde, et dont les wvues politiques n'dtaisnt
connuss que d'un petit nombre d'initids, béndficis d'une immenss po-
pularitd auprds de toutes lss olasses de la nation. Je n'en veux pour
Prouve que les manifestations d'un enthousiasme populairve ddlirant
qui margudrent ses premisrs.déplacements dans les grandes villes fran-
ghises,

Dans le ddsarroi des esprits et des hommes, le peuple
rejotalt sur ses anoiens chefs politigues la responssbilitd de son
malhour, Il donnait sa confisnos absolus A celui dont le passd devait
8tre garant de l'attitude future, Il lo croyait le plus qualifid pour
tirer ls meilleur parti d4'une situstion grevement compromise,

A o8 moment, l'attitude priss par ls cdndral de GAULIE

n'spparaissait & la majoritd que comme une preuve d'un courags excep-
ticansl, mais sans portde militaire ocu politique,
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dussi, dans son ensemble, et si paradoxal qus cels puisse
sesbler, ls peupls dtait A la fois "Pétiniste et caulliste®, Il os-
pérait et oroyait que 1'sotion du Gdndral de GALIEy hors du territoi-
re naticnal et cells du Mardohal sur ls sol mftropolitain, seraient
cenvergantes et toutes deux dirigdes contre 1'Allemagne, i 1'dgard de
laguelle ses sentiments n'aveisnt changd, C'est ainsi que la L4-
glon des Combattants fut, A uﬂd::u, oonsiddrde par b
comme uns sorte de Reichswehr noire, une formation parsmilitaire oca-
mouflde qui sursit snoore son rédls A jousr dans la guerre,

Ce furent les incidents de Mers-sl-kdbir qui, pour ls pre-
aidre fois, illustrdrent sux yeux du peuple frangais 1'antagonisme
qui opposait la politique du Mardchal A cells du Géndral de GAULIE.
I1 faat bien reconnaitre, d'ailleurs, qu'd cetts dpogue le prestige
8u Chef de 1'Etat dtait si puissant qu'en 1'ooourence la population
dans son ensembles condamnait 1'action britannique,

Ce furent, ndanmoins, ces incidents qui amcredrent la sdpa-
ration de la nation en deux bloos: ls premier, ot A 1'dpoque le moins
impartant pour lsquel tout est bon pourvu qu'il seit dirigd oontre
1'Allemagns, lo sscond pour qui 1'attachement et 1'cbdissance au Mar'd-
chal devalent #tre 1'unique mot d'ordre,

C'est de ce moment que date oe qubn pourralt appelsr ls "pd-
tinisse d'sction", o'sst-A-dire ls rassesblement en noshreusss for-
mations de Frangais qui, non-seulsment, se groupalent derridre ls Ma -
réchal, mais encere prenaisnt pour tdche de ocmbatire tous ooux qui
o'sdoptaient pas lsur attitude,

Dds ce moment, 1'unitd spirituslls frangaise dtait dbranide;
la bourgsoisis dans son easemble s'incorporait dans les formations du
Mardchal, cependant que les classes populaires commengaient & leur
sanifester une instinotive aversioa,

L'entrevue de MONTOIRE, en cctobrs 1340, l'annonce par ls
Mardohal lui-sdme de la politique de la collsbaration aves 1'Allsmagns,
oausa toujours une immense stupdfaction, souvent une grande indi
tien. La majoritd du pays, groupde ou non derridre ls Mardchal, dtait
demeurde anti-allemande, par vole de consdquences, ells dtait anti-
wollsborationniste; mals, tandis que lss opposants virent dans os chan-
gesment le ddbut d'ume politigque d'sbandon oriminells, les autres ne
voulurent y voir qu'une adroite manceuvre pat laquslls 1s Mardchal
"roulerait® les Allsmands. Ils rappelaient 4 cetts cocamion mas parolas;
"L'honneur nous commands de ne risn sntreprondre contre nos anciens
Allidsn,

Cette partie de 1'opinion sembla receveir oconfirmstion de
sen interprdtation, lorsque, le 13 ddoesbre 1940, Monsisur LAVAL, ceanu
pour sen mympathies aveo les iutoritds Allemandes, fut chassd du Gou-
vernement, La popularitd du Mardchal, dfJA wenaofs, reprit touts sa
foroe; 4 ce moment prdois, il aveit la nation dorridre lui,

Is ddpart de IAVAL, joint A une contradiotion relative en-
tre les parolss ot lss actes du Couvernsment, renfarodrent la thésedu
fameux doubls jeu, Le Mardchal passait aux yeux d'une partie de lto-
piaien pour un nouveas Streesesmann dont les Allsmands seraiont los
dupss, La croyancs & ce mythe du doubls jeu poussa des racines solides
au plus profond de la nation ot mbme d ce jour, ells conserve de rares,
mais inoursbles adeptes, Il est vral que osux qui, sinocdrement ou nea,
y ftaient sttachds, y trouvaient tout A la fois 1'explication et llex~
ouss d lsur puliﬂtg.

Iss dvdnemsnts qui suivirent vinrent, 1'un aprds 1'autre,
saper dans le pays ls mythe du double Jeu. Ie Gaullises, auguel le
peupls, et particulidresent celui de la sone ocooupde, reconnaissait
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un rare mm,Wt sttagud par la propagande
officiells, ses chafs 8 A mart et leurs bisns sequestrds. Les

Anglais, que la Prance persévirait A censiddrer comme ses allids, dtatent
Journsllement attaguds et injurifs par la presse ddchainde. Toutes les

® s des puissances de 1'ixs dtalent favarisdes ot celles des
Allifs entravdes, La osssion de 1'Indochine au s liaffaire de
Syrie, le ravitaillement de 1'armde ROMMEL en nafque, ls travall

de nos usines su bdndfice du Reich, furent stignatisds par 1'opinion
comze des orises contre la nation frangaise,

Il apparaissait nettement que si les intentions cachdes
mhnt pures (encere que rien ne permit de liaffirmer),
sos actes dquivalaisnt A de perpdtusls abandons, aux renoncemsnts les
Plus graves, Sa faiblesse vis-A-vis des sxigences allemandss sotratnait
chague jour la Franve davantage dans la vole des dapitulations et du
:fr‘Muw. Un nombre croissant de Frangais se ddtachdrent alars du
chal

Clest & ce moment qu'il commenga & 8tre attagud, non plus
soulsment dens sa politigus, mais sncors dans sa persoans, Sous ls man-
teau, on rappelait ses erreurs pessdes, son opinion sur 1'inutilitd
des fortifications prdoisdment au pelnt od les Allemands firent lsur
perode, son jugement sur ls pou d'efficaocitd de 1'aviation dans la
gierre & venir, son pessimisse fonoler 1llustrd per sa volootd de de-
sander l'armistios en mars 1948,

Paralldlement, le prestige du céndral de QATLIE aggmenta
au fur et & mesure que la durds oroissants de la guerre permsttait de
ocnsiddrer 1'irmistics comme uns criminslle erreur. Le refus du Chef
des FORCES FRANQAISES LIBRES A se soumetire A "ltindvitabla” o'dtait
Plus considdrd seulement comme un acte ocourageux d'une haute valsur

s Bais aussi comme la preuve d'uns grande clairvoyanos politique
ot stratdgique,

Ia classs ouvridre fut la promidre A saisir intuitivement
les donndes encore confuses du probldme ot A se rangsr dans une oppo-
sition de plus sn plus irrdductibls, cependant que la olasse bourgsoise
dane son ensesbls, ssntiment encere plus que par raison, maintenait
84 oonfiance ag .

Le peuple a tescin de fixer son e ot sa fol en un
homme, 51 vous, Monsisur le Frédsident, pour 1! que, Monsileur CHURCHILIL
pour la Grande-Bretagne, et Monsieur STALDE pour 1'U.RE.8.3,, sysboli-
sax la volontd de lutte de wvos grands pays, le Mardchal ne pouvait plus

o8 role pour la France rdsistante, C'est alors que 1'dtolls du
cdi de GAULIE grandit A 1'horiscn, en méme temps que oells du Ma-
réohal diminuait, Insensibloment, 1a population devenait ganlliste,

Cependant, les discours des hommes d'Etat Frengals, comme
lears sctes, spportaient chague jour des 8 nouvellss d'un asser-
vissemont orolssant 4 1'Allemagne, Oe n'dtait plus seulsment les actes
de politique extdrisure qui heurtalent la volontd populedre, mais
aussi oeux de politigue intdeieurs, Par un phénondne d'osmose qui ne
rencentralt auoun cbstacle, mais su contraire de si 8 ocomplai-
sances, su régimes de libertd suguel ls peupls Stadt attachd s substi-
tuait un efgime d'oppremion dont la resseublance aveo le rdgime nasi
ne pouvait manquer de frapper lss masses,

Co fut d'abord 1'instauration dy "rédgime du resssntiment®,
Ies milisux rfactionnaires crurent le moment venu de prendre leur re-
vanohs sur les jours du Front Fopulaire et la grande peur qu'ils en
avalent eus, Dans les plus petits villages, comme dans les grandes villes,
la gestion des affaires publiques, secondde par le zdle des Idgionnaires
Passa aux mains d'une mineritd qui, 1s plus souvent, n'avait pas la
confisnce de la population, et qui, au lisu de pratiguer une politigue
d'apeisement, reaforga lss antagonismes passds,

of sssn



C'est alors que le Couvernsment mesura son impopularitd
grandissante. Suivant la courbe logique de son dvolution, il so a4-
fondit par le reaforcement des mesures policidres et ls redoublement
d'una lﬂmﬂc. lasquels flargirent encore le fossd qui, ddser-
mais, ls t de la nation,

Ls domaine spiritusl lui-méme, le plus cher aux Frangais,
fut A son tour viold, L'Ordre Nouvesu Hitldrien ftait préod dans 1a
presse, la radio, les dooles. La libertd 4'dorire, la libertd d'opinien,
la libertd de penser, disparurent l'une aprés 1'sutre. Les persdcu-
tions anti-sdmites commengaisnt, lss consoiences chrdtiennes, dolairdes
par guslgues prétres dminents, se dftachdrent graduellement du pouvoir
tomporel et entrdrent progressivesent dans 1'oppesition,

Dans ls desmaine dooncmique, contrairement aux assurances
formelles du Chef de 1'Ztat, l'omnipotence des truste regut sa consd-
oration ddfinitive par la ordation des Comitds 4 isation, A lsur
tour, petits ot moyens patrons entrdrent dans la rdsistance,

1s mot "REFUBLIQUE" qui, aux yeux de la nation, symbolisait
toutes les libertds, fut rayd du voosbulaire et effacd des froatisplces
de nos momuments. Une lourde atmosphdre de mdfiance ot de ddlation
s'appesantit sur ls pays, Dds lors, 1'opposition unissait dans ses rangs
toutes las olasses socinles, toutes les tendances politiques, toutes
les confessions, VICHY n'dtait plus pour la France gu'un instrument
doolile entre les mains allemandes, La populstion,ddscrmais, vouait la
ofme hains au Relch allemand et au rdgime frangais, Devant 1'opinion
ls probldme militaire de la libdration du territoire a e~
wmont 1lld au probléme plitl}.m du renversement de la dictature vichys-
solse ot A la restauration toutes ses libertds.

C'est la raison pour laguelle le Gdndral de GAULIE, symbole
militaire de la volontd de libdration, devensit, sans 1'avoir cherchd,
par la foros méme des dvdnements et la volontd de 1'opinion, le symbole
de la 1ibération totals intdrisure sutant qu'sxtdrisurs,

Est=11 besoin de vous dire, Monsisur le Président, que le
coabls L 1l'sxaspdration fut mis par l'arrivde au pouveir de Monsieur
LAVAL? Ia Franoe n'avait oublid ni lss louches machinations de 1'avant-
guerre, ni les conditions dans lesquelles il avait dtd chased, quinse
mois plus t&, par le Merdohal., Son reteur illustrait de fagen éclatante
1'ispuissancs du Chef de 1'Etat dont, aux yeux du peuple, le prestige
ne servalt plus qu'l favoriser les desseins allsmands,

Monsisur LAVAL sut ls rare mfrites de dissiper toutes les
dquivoques; "Jeo souhaite la victoirs allemande®, s'dforiait-il le 22
Juin 1942, D'an coup, il rangealt dans l'epposition une importsnte par-
tis des classes moyennes dont les yeux dtaient alors définitivement
ouverts, .

Les inhumsines persdoutions anti-sfmites, le recrutement for-
cf de la main d'osuvre pour lss usines allemandes, lea propagande faite
Jusgqu'au cosur méme de 1'armde pour les engagomonts dans la [fgion anti-
bolohevique, les félicitations du Mardchal su Chancelier HITIER aprés
le raid de Diepps, 1'impitoysble rdpression policidre, sont autant de
tdmodignages prouvant que VIOHY, non plus ssulsment par ses parcles,
mais par ses actes, apports toute son aide A ses maltres allsmands,
L'immonse majoritd de la natiecn rejetts le Gouvernement et ne sdpareplus
de lui le Chef' de 1'Etat,

les mots et les symboles les plus nobles ont dtd prostituds
sn ds louches dquivoques, L'honnsur, la dignit, ls travail, la patrie
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ls drapeau, sont devepus des moyens de propagande sacrildge aux mains
de oceux qui nous gouvernant pour wvoller lsurs desseins criminels,

Aussi, les Frangais ne se distinguent-ils plus par leur
attachement au drapesu doat les plus vils se rdolament, mais par lsur
attachement au porte-drapeau. La France en connalt deux; FETAIN et de
GAULIE. Elle a cholsi de GAULIE. Il n'y & plus qus deux France: oells
de PETATN qui trahit aprés s'dtre hooteusement soumise, cells da de
GAULIE qui fait la guerre, Il n'est plus de position intermddisire,
Tells est, Monsieur le Prdsident, l'opinion de mon pays,

Je suis mol-mfwe un militaire que le drame véou par ma
patrie a lanod sans prdperation dans la rdaistance, L'dvolution que Je
vous ai bridvement retracde dut la mienne comme celle de mes compatrio-
tes, Je n'svais sucuns prdfdrence A priori, ni pour une tendance poli-
tigque, ni pour tel ou tel homme, lorsqu'sn juln 1940, Je dus cesser de
ms battre, 81 J'ai tentd sans sucods de continuer la lutte en rejol-
gnant le céndral de CAULIE, j'ai oru, néfanmoins, eu Mardchal PETAIN,
d'ad oru au double jeu, j'ai oru mdme A une wdritebls rédvolution natio-
nals bomaine et socclals. Comms tous les sutres Frangais, jial £t
orusllement ddgu, odieussment trompd, Ma pensfe n'est pas sonnalls,
Je participe au grand courant d'opinion qui, comme une , submerge
tous les Frangais et les entralne A sa sulte, C'est A ce titre gue men
opinion & vos yeux dolt avolr une valeur et un poids,

La France a maintenant une unitd et une volontd, On peut
les définir ainsi; i1 n'existe plus en France 4'pppositions politigques,
Les partis de l'avant-goerre sont morts et ceux-1A mfme qui y militaient
ne veulent pas ds leur reconatitution, Le miracle s'esst aocompli. La
rdaistance, organisde ou non, rassesble des homwes venus de tous les
horizons pelitiques, de toutes les olasses soclales, et qui fraternsl-
lement combattent.

1o malhaur de la Franoce & refait son unitd, FPour elle, un
gouvernement issu d'un coup d'dtat, foulsnt aux pleds ses droits les
plus sacrds, trahissant ses devoirs #lémentaires, ne saurait parlsr en
son nom, Pour la France, VICHY o'est HITLER.

Ia France toute entidre se reconnalt dans le Géndral de
GATLIE, symbole de sa volontd de lutte et dernier reprdsentant du -
vernement 1fgal de la Rfpubligque, Ia trehison de VICHY a rendu Ln.ﬂ—
rebles pour les Prangais le probldme de la libdration et celui de la
ziv?ﬂm. Le Géndral de CAULIE est ddpositaire de oette double wo-
lontd.

Seuls, peut-Stre, l'armde dohapps-telle partiellement A
cette volontd unenime, Les officiers dont la sens patriotique n'est
pes en ocause, mais sealement ls sens politique, participent & la vo-
lontd populaire de la libdration, mais dans leur majoritd, ils n'ont
pas saisi sa volontd de rdvolution, Ennemis du Gouvernement, ils res-
tent encore attachds A la personne du Mardchal, Cependant, 1'armde
ne peut dtre considérde, ni par la France, ni par ses allifs, comme
un oorps dtrangesr dans ls pays, oomme ayant uns volontd propre, Elle
ne peut et doit avoir de volontd que cells de la nation, Toute tenta-
tive qui viserait solt A la soastraire au courant d'opinion unanime,
solt A fortiori A 1'y cpposer, ssrait contraire aux ipes démocra-
tiques £1dmentaires ot serait vouds A 1l'dohes, L' na peut 8tre
un fisf dsns la Rfpublique, Sans doute, des craintes ont-elles dtd
duises quant sux vues politiques du Gdndral de GATLIE. Avent mlme que
d'étre formuldes, le Chef des PORCES FRANGAISES COMBATTANTES a pris
l'angagemsnt public et solennsl de rendre la parcls, aprds la gusrre,
su peupls frangais, Pour cette raison, les hommes les plus reprdsen—
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tatifs de la Pranoe Républicaine, tels qus MM, HERRIOT, Ldon BLIM,
JOUHALX, JEANNENEY, ainsi les mouvements de résistance,

actuslls de la natica, 8 avoir souscrit au manifeste que le Gdodral
a ,1'mﬁmmnmuuuhsn-tpntlwnu
sont rangds derridre lui,

les nationa unies qui combattent deivent entendre la wvoix
de la Prance qui souffre ot qui, domain, & leurs ootds, se battre. Cette
voix, o'est cells du Qdndral de + Tolls est la volontd de la na-
tion frangaise, Les intdrdts ma ls ot moraux de la Francs doivent
#tre défendus; ils no lo soront pas A VICHY, mais 4 Londres par ls
Chaf des PORCES FRANGAISES OOMSATTANTES,

Monsieuwr le Prdsident, o'sst mu nom du Mouvement *OOMBAT™
que Jo m'adresse A vous, Ce meuvement de résistance, qui s'ftend 4 la
some libre, L 1a gone ococupds et 4 1! ue du Nord, et dont las hommes
86Jd coubattent et meursnt pour la libertd, pour notre libertd oommuns ,
groape plus de 50,000 Frangais snoadrds, prdts A reprendre los armes,
Dans ses formations de propagande militent plusisurs centaines de
millisrs d¢ mos compatrictes, C'est lowr meEsags que Je vous transmets,
Je vous demande d'entendre leur voix,

mmi Monsisur ls Prdsident, 4 1l'sxpressien de mes sesnti-
mants profond raspectusux,

IE CHEF I MOUVEMENT "COMBAT®,
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Meonsieur le Président, ¢

i 2Y61S = AON

Voilh 27 mois, quelques hormes arrachaient le pouvolir h
des gouvernanta dont le carscthre n'était pas b le hauteur de 1'
fpreuve suble par la France,

Cos hommes, dont les chef's de file &talent PETATIH,LAVAL,
WEfGAND, prophbtes du malheur, dont seul ls malheur pouvailt combler
las passions partisanes, décldaient de remoncer h la lutte, 4'accep-
ter la défaite comme une pénitence que le peupls framgais suralt mé-
rithe, ot de signer un armistice déshonorant.

Cependant, un homme, presgue seul, quittait la France rem-
dus mux ennemis, décidait de poursuivre la lutte, et déclarait:

"La France a perdu une bataille,
mals la France n'a pas perdu la guerre®,

La France, d'sbord consternée, stupdfaite, n'entendait pas
sa voix; dans la confusiongd régneit alors, ses allids ne lui don-
naient pas tous les moyens de se faire entendre, .

Parallblament, au cours de ce dewuxibme semestre de 1940,
qualquss hommes, sans ausun contact avec la France Libre, dicidaient
de ne pas accepter la capitulation, Pélerins de 1'idée de résistanoce,
ils parcoururent le pays pour n'y trouver que dsarrol et confusion,

Une grands partie de la population s'asbendonnait au fatalis-
me, tendis que les nouvemur maltre préchaient la Révolution Netionale
et la phnitence, &'mppuyant sur une bourgeoisie et un patronat, aber-
rés par leuwr attachement b des privilbges de classes qu'ils avaient
oru menacds par les mouvements sociamux de 1936, et enclins b préférer
1'0Ordre nouvean, flit=il d'inspiration germanigque, aux risques d'une
révolution franpaise aprds la victoire.

En décembre 1940, un premier petit groupe de rédsistance
dtait mis sur pied, Il e'ngissait de guelquea dizaines d'hommes, Leursa
chefs n'avaient pas d'illusion sur le Chef de 1'Etat, dont le défai-
tisme nous paraissait bclatant, Mais les espoirs que le Maréchal PETATN
susciteit chesz certains, la passivitéd de la population frangaise, nous
incithrent b une sorte de neutralité en matibre de politique intérieu-
T,

Nous comaenglmes la lutte contre les doctrines totalitaires
ot contre les collsborateurs les plus apparents du germanisme, Dha
notre premidre action, la police fut sur nos traces et des niires fu-
rent arrdtés, Il fallut nous recueillir, nous remsttre h un travall
plus sérieux de structure et faire 1'spprentissage de la clondestinité.
*LISERATION" npissait en zone ocoupfe et en zone non-occupde, L'idle de
résistance falsait son chemin, D'autres groupes ss constitualent. La
prosse olandestine faisait son spparition.

Au cours de 1'étd 1941, "LIEERATION", constatant qu'uns
grands partie de la classe couvridre était hostile b la collaboration
ot ou régime de VICHY, §tublit ses premiers contacts avec lea dirigeants
de 1la 0,G.T. Visiblement, la France cherchait un symbole de résistance
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ot souhaitait 1'unitd, Bien qu'il fut vilipendd par la propegends
de la Révolution Nationale, le nom du Général de CAUILE trouvait
wn orddit de plus en plus grand parmi les dirigeants ouvriers -
non rallids b VICHY - ot auprds des intellectuels,

Aussi, su cours de conversations qui esurent lieu en sep-
texbre 1941 entre les chefs des mouvements de résistance, "LIDERA-
TION" posa le problbme de 1'undté de la résistance franpaise, cons-
tatant pour son compte, qu'il n'y avait pas 4'autre symbole possible
que la FRANCE LIBRE et son chef, le Géndral de GAULLE,

Ce ne fut pourtant qu'au mois de juin 1942 gue "LIEERATION®
put prendre contact avec les agents du Géndral de GAULLE,

Le premier trimestre 1942 fut déoisif pour 1'unité frangaise.
Les uns aprds les autres, les groupements de résistance se rallibrent
% la cause, L'opinion frangaise de zone non-cccupe ot de zone ocouple
se tournait vers le Général de GAULLE, Seuls, les milieux de VICHY,
1'armée des nouveaux fonotiomnaires, une partie de la bourgsoisis,
une partie des cedres militaires, restaient réfractaires,

Depuis, le mouvement n'a fait gque s'affirmer, Outre les trois
principaux groupements de réaistance en zone libre - "COEAT",
"LTBERATT(E™, "FRANG-TIREUR" qui font 90% de la résistance organisée-,
outre le résistance de zone cccupfe, les plus notoires dirigeants
syndicelistes cholsiszent cette vole et militent avec "LIBERATTIOHN.

Et le Parti Socisliste, lui-mbme, gqui se rdorganisait et dont lo
Comith d'Action Socialiste a'ftait adressé b "LIBERATION" pour faire
reparaltre "LE POPULATHE", demandait h ses militants de Joindre les
groupes de résistance,

Bn juin 1942, sens y dtre invité par quicongue, le signataire
de cette lettre, réussissait b gagner 1'ANGZLETERRE,

Yous ne comaissions b "LIBERATION" que la mystigque de la
lutte, et j'ignorais les diffieultés dans lesquelles la FRANCE LIEHE
se débattait suprhs de ses Allids,

Ayant fait depuis des mols notre examen de conscience, et
notre cholx, je venais dire aux Britanniques ce gque J'avels constatd
au cours de milliers de kKilombtres de voyage: la foi de la FRANCE dans
1e chef qu'slle se choisit, la certitude que ce chéf n's pas d'ambitlon
personnells, qu'il respecterait les principes démocratiques, qu'il
rendrait au pays 1'exercice de ses libertés ume fois la Victolre accam-
plie,et quil ne pourrait maintenir son preatige gu'sutant gu'il tiendrait
les engagements qu'il avait pris solennellément,

Je wvenais dire sussi que tout affaiblissement ds la résistance
unitaire provoquerait un affaiblissement du potentiel allif, et qu'il
n'y avait, dbsormais, plus en FRANCE que deux woles possibles: la vole
ds 1'sbandon et des atermolements successifs, PETATIG 1la voia de la
résistance, de GAULLE,,..Enfin, que tous les hommes que pourraient
Jouer m{tmt VICHE, si &toilés fussent-ils, ne servirasient qu'h

disperser la nouvelle puissance frangaise, en campromettant 1tunité .
En juin 1942, avent de retowrner en France, Je suis wvemu,

Mensieur le Président, passer quelques Jours dans votrs peys, pour
exposer ces falts b certains membres de votre Gouvernement, Aprés
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bien des déceptions, nous avons oru voir alors la situntion s'éclair-
uf.rltmmt.l-unufmlmpuﬂnhmhm,mpu
d'un régime pelitique (nous demandons un régime de guerre en atten-
dent la libération), mais d'une wnité de la FRANDE COMBATTANTE,

mmm oourt l.lgzu: aux Etata-Unis, je suls retournd
passer 8 8 an France "ol pu constater que la résistance
frangaise se développs chague jour et confirme son attachement au
Général de Gaulle, Mais, revenu en Angleterrs pour quelques semaines,
Je vois que la FRANCE COMBATTANTE n'a pas trouvé auprks des Nations
'Erhﬁln 1la pll.:cuql.d. lui est due, et que le jour peut venir ol vous
ares appel résistance frangaise sans lul aveir accordé 1
droita les plus Slémentaires, o

La Prance qui, par bonmheur, 1'ignore, peut en concevoir
au jour de l'Armistice une amertume dont les consfquences sur le
destin eurcpéen seraient incaloulables,

Les raisons de cet &tat de choses paraissent les suiventes:
comme 11 ¥ a eu chez les Allids une tendance h jousr cortains &léments
de VICHY contre les éléments sains ds la Nation, il semble y avoir
aujourd'hui une tendsnge h Jouer 1'armée de l'Armiatice contre la Na-
tion Prangaises, Pourtant, il ne peut y avoir, dans ce cas, que deux

hypothbaes:

- ou bien, 1'Armée de 1'Armistice se joindra aur combattants,
h temps,et dans le cadre de la nouvells unitd, et lea Allifbs
n'y pourrcnt trouver gue profit,

- ou bien, elle se réservera, jusqu'h la dernibdre heurs, pour
mener un Jeu trouble au profit de la Révolution Nationale gqui & vendu
la France. La partie se jouera alors entre 1'Armée de 1'Armistice et
la Nation Frangaise, Et nous croyons, h "LIBERATION™, que aelle-ci
brisera eelle-lh.

J'ad su, Monsieur le Président, que depuis mom Voyage suc
Etats-Unis des volx franpaises o' é&taient $levées pour infirmer 1'ex-
postd que J'avais fait dans ce sens et pour minimiser la résistance

a8,

Permottez-mol de wous dire que ces wolx ont perdu tout
contact avec la FPrance; et gus les hommes qui vous perlent ainsi, et
qui sont blimés par leurs meilleurs amis, sont partis trop loin et
trop vite pour 8tre aussi qualifids que nous, Comme nos Scrits h
"LIBERATION®™ démentent leurs acousations de nbo-nationalisme, le
relliement de tous les mouvements de résistance au Géndrel de GAULLE
vient démentir leurs affirmations du seul ralliement de "LIBERATTON".

Ne pensssz-vous pas, Monsieur le Président, que 1'homme qui
vous présentera ce message, socialliste attaché h tous les principes
de liberth que vous avez définia, combattant de la premibre heure
auprds ds "LIBERATION", est plus qualifid powr vous parler des la
France et de sa résistance qu'aucun des hoomes demeurds en Ambrique
pondant notre calvaire ?

Honsisur le Président, peu de noms connaissent en France
une popularité Sgale h la vitre, meis cette popularitéd est attachbe
sz grondes idées de libertd pour la défense desguelles le Général
de GATLLE présante les garanties que ne présenteront jamais des
hommes comme PETATI, WETGAND, ou GIRAUD,
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On & admis ches nous, pour des raisons de taotiqus,
aujourd'hul périmées, la position du Gouvernement Américein wis-
b-vis de VICHY.Mals on contimus, dans la défense des nations unies
et de la civilisation, b jJoindre votre nom au nom du Génfral de
GAULLE; et ce serait amener la plus grande déception et la plus
grande emertume au cosur des Fronpais gque de devoir les disscoier
un Jour,

Croyes, Monsieur le Président, b 1'expression de ma
trds haute considération,

LE QIEF DU MOUVEMENT "LIBERATTORN,."



[TRANSLATION]

DELEGATION OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMITTEE
IN THE UNITED STATES

Washington, D.C.,
October 31, 1942.

Mr. Minister:

I have the honor to forward to you herewith, on
the most secret basie, a report which has Just been
transmitted to me by General de Gaulle.

I am personally acquainted with Mr. Joseph Bondas
who, over the last twenty years, regularly participated
in the sessions of the International Labor Office at
Geneva, and I can assure you that the Belglan labor
union leader lg a very responsible person whose gtate-
mente deserve the most complete credit.

Please accept [etc.]

A. TIXIER

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Becretary of State,
Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

TH;AVA: JMC



[TRANBLATION]

Washington, D. O.,
October 31, 194E.

ATTITUDE OF MR. LEON JOUHAUX
WITH REGARD TO GENERAL DE GAULLE

Mr. Joseph Bondas, Secretary CGeneral of the
Belglan General Federation of Labor, arrived in
London qulte recently. He crossed France and had
an opportunity to talk with Mr. Léon Jouhaux,
Secretary General of the French General Federation
of Labor.

Mr. Bondas asked Mr. Jouhaux the following
question: "Is General de Gaulle followed by an
important section of French opinion?"

Here is Jouhaux' reply: "General de Gaulle has
90 percent of the French behind him. For France, up-
on liberation, there can be no other Government poesible
but that of General de Gaulle. The workers would sup-

port such a Government."

NTILASSIFIED
.10 Dept. lotter,d-5-17
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November 10, 1942.

Dear Evet-

I am really happy at getting your telegram.
May I tell you that I am glad you liked my straight-
forward French.

I tried an experiment. Bill Bullitt and
some of the State Department people said that my
message was wholly contrary to French usage —-
no beautiful

old-fashioned flowery a - I thought, however,
that I ought to be myself and that the French

ple would understand normal simplici
mhrmulm which was &
part of me.

I hope it will succeed.

only hoponrhl: th-tm rlt&tzh
not a
ke Serscivee S e ot 8
s ves
% Eﬁ'ﬁu W thought t even 1if

20000 off ’ not be esseantially

Always sincerely,

Miss Eve Curie
e/o Colston Le
521 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N. Y.
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Miss Curie's telegram to the
President was Bent to the Stute

Departsent in error - betty is
going to call them and ask to have
it returned. When it comes back

we'll give it to you to complete
this file.

oI
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
November

TO GIVE TO THE PRESIDENT WHEN
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

BRINGS IN MR. TIXIER.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Novembzr 10. 1942

My dear Mr, President:

In compliance with the request of Mr, Adrien
Tixier, head of the Delegetion in the United Btates
of the French National Committee, I am enclosing two
letters, and translations thereof, addressed to you by
the leaders of the French reeistance groups, Combat
and Libération.

I aleo enclose & translation of & memorandum,
likewiee from Mr, Tixier, which purports to give it
ag Mr, Léon Jouhaux' opinion thet ninety per cent of

French opinion is k of General de Gaulle,

Fa y yours,
Enclosures: "\\Ill’d
1. Two letters, with

translations,
2, Memorandum,

The Preeident,
The White House,



(TRANSLATION)

October 9, 1942,

Mr, President:

It ie now 27 monthe since a few men wrested the DowWer
from rulere whoee capaclity was not egual to the teet to
which France wae subjected.

These men, the leaders of whom were Pétain, Laval,
Hujgand, prophets of miefortune, whose partiesan passions
could only be overcome by misfortune, decided to give up
the struggle and accept defeat as & penance which the
French people had deserved and to eign a shameful armistice.

However, one man, almoet alone, left a France given
over to the enemy, decided to continue the struggle and
declared:

"France has loet a bettle, but France has not lost
the war,"

France, at first dismayed, stupefied, did not hear
hle volce; in the confusion then relgning, ite alliees did
not give it all meane of making itself heard,

S8imilarly, during that second half of 1940, a few men,
having no contact with Free France, decided not to accept
the capitulation, Pilgrime of the idea of reslstance, they
traversed the country and found there only confuslon and
coneternation,

A large
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A large part of the population had given in to fatalism,
while the new mastere preached the national revolution end
penance, supported by a bourgeolsle and an employer-class
which were led into error by their attachment to the class
privileges which they had believed menaced by the social
movements of 1936 and were inclined to prefer the New Order,
even if of Germanle inspiration, to the risks of a French
revolution after the victory.

In December 1940, a firet small group for resistance
wae established, It involved a few dozen men, Their
leaders had no i1llusiocns as to the Chief of S8tate, whose
defeatism seemed to us to be strikingly evident, But the
hopees which Marshal P€tain aroused among certain pereonse,
the paseivity of the French population, caused us to follow
a sort of neutrality on the subject of domestic poliecy.

We began the etruggle against the totalitarian doe-
trines and ageinset the moet obvious collaborators of German-
iem, From the moment of our first activity, the police were
on our traces and our people were earrested. We had toc col-
lect our forcee, get to work more seriously on organization
and learn how to aet in secret, LIBERATION wae bporn in the
occupled and the uncccupled zone. The idea of resistance
made 1te way, Otner groups were formed., The clandestine
press made 1ts appearance,

During
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During the summer of 1941, LIBERATION, seeing that
& great pert of the working clase wae opposed to collabora-—
tion and to the Vichy régime, established ite firet con-
tacte with the leaders of the General Federation of Labor.
France was visibly seeking & symbol of resistence and
longed for unity. Although it was vilified by the propa-
ganda of the National Revolution, the name of General de
Gaulle attained greater and greeter credit among the labor
leaders - not supporting Vichy - and with the intellectuale,

Also, in the courese of conversations which took place
in Beptember 1941 among the leadere of the resistance move-
mente, LIBERATION posed the problem of the unity of French
resistance, stating for ite own account thet there was no
other poesible eymbol than Free France and its leader,
General de Gaulle,

It was, however, only in the month of June 1942 that
LIBERATION was able to get in touch with the agente of
Ganaraltdu Gaulle,

The first quarter of 1942 wae declsive for French
unity. One after the other, reslsting groups rallied to
the cause. French opinion in the unoccupled zone and in
the ocoupled zone turned toward General de Gaulle, Only
Viehy quarters, the army of new functionariee, a part of
the bourgeoiele, a part of the military officere, remalned

refractory.
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Subsequently, the movement hae constantly grown
stronger. In addition to the three principal groups of
resietance in the free zone - COMBAT, LIBERATION, FRANC-
TIREUR, which constitute 20 per cent of the organized
resietance - in addition to the resletance in the occupled
zone, the best known labor leadere are chooelng thie path
and are filghting with LIBERATION, And the Soclalist Party
1teelf, which was being reorganized and the Committee on
Socialist Action of which had approached LIBERATION to
have "Le Populaire" reappear, asked ite militante to loin
the resistance groups.

In June 1942, without having been invited by anyone,
the elgner of this letter managed toc reach England,

We in LIBERATION knew only the mystical force of the
struggle, and I was unaware of the difficulties which Free
France was encountering with 1ts Allies .

Having eix monthe previously examined our consclence
and made our cholce, I came to tell the British what I
had learned in the course of thoueande of kilometers of
travelling: the faith of France in the chief which 1t had
chosen, the certainty tnat thie chief had no personal am-
bition, that he would respect democratic prineciples, that
he would return to the country the exerclee of ite liberties

once
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once vietory had been achieved, and that he could mailntain
his prestige only to the extent that he kept the promiees
which he had solemnly made,

I came alec to Bay that any weakening in the unitary
reslstance would result in a weakening of the allied poten-
tlal and that in France there were thenceforth only two
poeslible paths: the path of surrender and euccessive com-
promises, Pétain; the path of resistance, de Gaulle., Fin-
ally, that everyone who might secretly play Vichy, no mat-
ter how brilliant they were, would only eerve to dieperse
the new French power by endangering unity,

In June 19242, before returning to France, I came,

Mr. President, to epend a few days in your country, to
lay theee facte before certain membere of your Government,
After meny disaprointments, we believed that we then saw
the situation clearing up and the United States taking a
atep toward recognition, not of a political regime (we
ask & war regime while awalting liveration), but of the
unity of Fighting France,

After my short stay in the United S8tates, I returned
to epend three monthe in France, where I was able to Verify
the fact that French resistance is dally increasing and
confirming its adnerence to General de Gaulle., But, back
in England for a few weeke, I see thet Fighting France has

not
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not found among the United Natione the place whiecn 1e due
1t and that the day may come when you will appeal to French
reslstance without having granted it the most elementary
rights,

France which, fortunately, is unaware of the fact,
may, when an armistice ie signed, concelve on that account
& bitterness the consequences of which on Europe's destiny
would be incaleulable,

The reasons for thie state of affairs seem to be the
following: as there hae been a tendency among the Allies
to play certain Vichy elements againet the sound elements
of the Nation, it seems that there is today ﬁ tendency to
play the armistice army againet the French nation, Never-
thelees, 1n this case, there can be but two hypotheses!

Either the armistice army will Join with the fighters
in time =and within the framework of a new unity, and the
Allles can find only advantage in that;

Or, it will hold baeck, until the last moment, to
direct a confused game to the benefit of the Natlional
Revolution which has sold out France. The game will then
be played out between the armistice army and the French
nation, And we of LIBERATION believe that the latter will
crush the former,

I have learned, Mr, Preeldent, that since my Journey

to
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to the United SBtates French volces have been raised to
weaken the exposition which I made in this eense and to
minimize French reeistance,

Allow me to tell you that these volcee have lost all
contact with France, and that the men who talk to you in
that way, and who are blamed by their beet friends, went
too far away and went too guickly to be as qualified as
we are, As our writinge in LIBERATION deny thelr accusa-
tlone of neo-nationalism, the rallying of all resistance
movemente to General de Gaulle le denying thelr assertions
that LIBERATION alone has adhered to him,

Do you not think, Mr, President, that the man who will
present this message to you, a soclallst devoted to all
the prineciples of liberty whiech you have defined, fighting
from the beginning with LIBERATION, 1s better qualified
to epeak to you of France and ite resistance that any of
the men who stayed in America during our calvary?

Mr, President, there are few names which have a popu-
larity equal to yours in France, but thie popularity ie
attached to the great 1deas of liberty for the defense of
which General de Gaulle offere guarantees which will never
be offered by men like Pétain, Weygand or Giraud,

For tactlical reasons, no longer valid, the position
of the American Government with respect to Vichy has been

allowed
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allowed among us, But your name continues to be Joined
to the name of General de Gaulle in the defense of the
United Natione and of eivilization; and it would lead to
the greatest dlelllusion and the greatest bitterness in the
hearts of Frenchmen if they had one day to be separated,

Please belleve, Mr, President, the assurance of my
very high consideration,

THE CHIEF OF THE "LIBERATION" MOVEMENT

TR:AVA:DVA
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& In Meditérrannés et o'lns-
tallemi fmce & U'Timle Bom-
bardid, spulsée o trem-
blanie,

Quedle Immense allégresss
ches tous les peaples qul.
couvent leur rage sous
Joug allemand ! Quelle jnie
dans In France HRéslstants
unle & la France Combat-
tante, selle d"Afrigus comme
celle du Oénéral de Caulle
Pendant des mola, alors gue
lea Russea par des prodiges
d'hérolame rendalent  waln
I'effod de Ila Wehrmacht,
alors gue Btalingrad 1'in-
domptable devenalt le tom

On  #tait sfir gque  ces
Jours-ld viendralent ! On
étalt slr quiom avalt ralson
d'eapérer. Mals, dites,

1l ¥ & guinegs jours le Frome
Tireur wous WI.IH du som-
mencement de la fin, pen-
meg-vous, leeteurs, amls, ca-
marades, militants du grand
combat de Ia Liberid, pen- |

vona lialesnes thes, | centalnes de milliers
cent. mille dm~|mm. FAngieterre et
liens tués, blessés et prison- | "Amerique préparafent en sl-

lence et réussissalent d'un
seul coup Uopération précise
et pulssante qul ouvre sur
I'Axe une géante tenallle
Eat-ll gncore un sceptigue
pour douter Est-1l encore
un Francals capable de pen-
ser gque I'Allemagne ot 1'Tin-
le, guelles que solent leurs
posaibllités de défense, de
riposte et de durde, pulasent |
désormals reprondre lea po-
sitlons vwitales gui leur|
échappent ¥ Ah | l'on lgno-
rait in force russe, l'on rail-
lait lea Anglals, les Améri-
calne L°Allemagne gagnait
toujours.,. Tout plialt devant
lea blindés boches,
fuyali devant les stukna, tout
rampalt devant Hitler. Main-
tenant lea hordes du tyran
des peuples s'embourbent
dans les nelges d'un nouwvel

lancée d'un seul

em Libye,
reconguls, les Etroupes de
IAze traguées.

Bt — coup de tonnerre
— cent cinguante mille sol-
dats américaine amends &
bon port sur cing centa na-
virea marchands, escortés
par 350 navires de guerre,
malgré tous les sous-marine
de I'Axe. libérent d'un coup
de Ia menace hitlérienne ot
fasciste toute notre Afrigue
du MNord. mettent le werrou

La sagrsse de ten ancéires
commande que tu asches at-
tendre, calmement ["heure du
réglement de compte mili-
talre. La ferté de ta race

exige que tu chities les tral. L oo Bllemands jonchent

lea plaines et les montagnes

tres qul t'entourent de Russle, D'autres blindés
La Résistance Francals® gevent  diautres  avions,
devient 1'Armée secréte |“"“'"' armées, Fi l'armées
fuls-lul conflance © | gpppjer fult en Libye et les

w les ProtéRe- | wifley d'Allemagne comme
recusille-les, Tals-les - | cpiiag d'Ttalle fiambent sous
¥Te. lea eoups terribles dea Bplt-

et fermeté
d'ime | L'étape sera durs
mals nous savons déscrm

fire, dea Curtiss, dea
reases volantes, Ceux qul ont
déchainé ['enfer woni périr

qu'elle ne sera pas lomiue Im.l I'enfer.

Tive In Frames | le commencement de Ia
fa t Ch

Vve la Dibered | .__-.m‘m’""";

tout |

hiver. dea monceaux de cn- |

in pplkos de b polics de Fierrs Lavel
TRAT ER NIT!

CERTHINE

e — B

Les HNations lﬂhres ont pris I'Offensive

|« Nom ! In Amn du sommen-
cement » De fall, |'occupa-
tlon de |Afrigue du MNord,
conjugude avee |a  wictalre
@ . margue blen la im
d'une premiére phase fou-
droyante de loffensive dé-
clenchée par les nations
unies. C'en est falt. L'Ttalie
| sera mttaguée, La Turgule se
jolndra & Ia grande uniom
des natlons lbres. L'Aze a
perdu Pinitiative gul st dana
les malna des peuples lbres.
La deuxiéme phase va com-
mencer blentdt, que I'Ttabe,
d'abord, attend avec pand-
que. Cest en waln gque les
pleu [ascistes occupens
LY Nice et lea poris
de Corse pour faire oubliew
leur désastre. cest en valm
qu'Hitler dirige en hile o8
troupes sur Marsellle et lea
chtea. Le coup est frappé. BR
pour Ia premiére fols le
oot frappd, nhossl
Hitler.

Que la bite solt forie st
':{Bmﬂﬂ-ll mm':.mr 'ﬂ:

BLr Be
noa misérables sans cervells
| et sana consclence, regardes-
| Ik tenter In grande fascina-
| tton comme le serpent da
¢ Livre de la Jungle ». hop-
notisant le stuplde peuple
des ginges docllea & sa magle,
Ecoutex donc Fitler nasurer
Pétailn e « vénérable » de
son regret et de son dévoue-
ment, exprimer 'espoir de
| wolr In France se jolndre &
| ea défaite. On diralt du La-
val tradult #n Allemand, puls
retradult en  Francals oo
message lnoul de cauteleuss
flatterie. Ah ! elle est blem
touchée ln bdte pour en arri-
ver Jh Elle weut falre de Wi-
chy son dernler atout. Quim-
partent lea manoeuvres ténd-
breuses, les ralllements de In
oneléme heure, les  caleuls
machiavéligues | Dans Iap-
parell mondial de la guerre
et de Ia politique fasclsbe,
tout a'em VA, tout se déea-
grtge. I p'y & plus rlem
gqu'une ecertituds pour |?

uﬂlﬂi%l
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Les Honnétes Gens

M. Darquier, dit de Pellc
polx, est sous-minlstre de
Pétain, Il ¥ a 18 ans ce per-

semnage Atalt exclu pour es- |

crequerie de la Bocleté domi
11 ttalt Adwanistraleur. Vol-
el lea Lextes ©

« Exirall du Menileur Of-

J e —Pledel daté 12 of 13 avrll 1028,

- ——

« Aot M12. - Orein
Unien Company Bocléte

wataur.
Assemblée piniérale ex-
- des actionnalres

M, Louls Darguler des
peavolrs d'sdministrateur dé-

., & Anvers, Retrait |
dea pouvolrs d'un Mllnln!.l—|

" der Berghe

légud, est approuvée et M.
Louls Darguier est em outre
| révogqué, dés maintenant, &
dater de ce jour, de s fone-
| tions d'sdministraseur de In
 Compagnle,

« Anvers, ¢ 18 mars 1938,

« Bigné : Plerre May, ad-
| ministrateur,
|« Blgné @ Mares kiarcus

Président du Consell d'Ad
ministration.

Enregistrd & Anvers (Ac-
tes mdm. #t 8 8 PO le 18
mars 1938, volume T follo
38, case T et sans renvol, Re-
gu 1288,

« L& Receveur

: Bgmé Yam

« Dépost au Oreffe du Tri-
bunal de Commerce d'Anvers
le 3 avril 1928, » '

Burveiller vetre parie-
feullle, Monsieur le MMurd-
chal I..

IMAGE
PE LA RELEVE

Volel ce qul o'est passé Ll

;Wlﬂnﬂmll
'-n mntes

Un tralm d'ouvriers désl-
fnés pour UAllemagne va

=

TARTUPFES T

! Lea ouvriers de 1a zeme go- |

cupéds sont souvent contralnts
de partir. Mais lls ne tt—
lent pas, malgré les avanta-
| k=8 financiers gue l'on ﬁ
| mirolter devant eux,
considéréas comme wolontad-
rea. Ila refusent de signer la
contrat.
| " Aussi les inapecteurs du
| travall ont 18 regu l'ardre
de slgner ce contrat « pour
l'ouvrier empécheé » (me),

Il faut défendre les gpena
miéme contre eux-mémes -
| sent les inatructions

Le 10 novembre Pétaim ose
dire aur Fraagals | « Vous
n'apee qu'um seul devolr
obéir

Est-ce ['arrivée des froupn
ailemandes gui domme & som
illdgalitd un tel drolf & Pim-
solence *

le marchepled s& tlent un

- -

Comment on informe !

Volcl commemt le public
frangals & et informe des |
evenementa d'Egypte ;

§ novembre, midi. — La
censure, aprés de longues dé-
liberations, Inverdit Aux
Journaux au soir de publler
lea communiguea du Caire.
Les journaux ne peuvent
rien dire de ﬂ‘ﬂl Que h'l:l:l:l.ll
publie lsa journaux du ma- |
(31} |

b el § movembre. — Hl.-l
rion et lea services de 1'In-
formation se sont umuu|
Les 4 et & novembre les jour- |
naux devalent Ignorer I'i-'l
crculement de l'armeée ger- |
mano-itallenne en Egypte.

Le & novembre. — Le& seul
communigué britannigque ad-
min étalt celul gue I'Agence
Havas OFI avait tripatoulllé
en en supprimant 'essentiel

Lz & novembre, & midl, — |
Les journaux devalent don-
ner & la batallle d'Egypte le
méme titre gue la veille |

Volel d'ailleurs les eonst-
gnes successives données A
la presse le § aprés-midi et
le 8 au matin. Elles vont jus-
qu'k supprimer dans la note
allemands  elle-méme un

mot qul pourrait falre sup-
poser que loa forcea de 1'Axe
ont subi des pertes | « La dé-
piche OFI relative aux opé-
ratlonas en Egypte devra étre
données obligatolrement &
I'exclusion de toute autre
texte, Elle sern présentén sur
deux colonnes dans le corps
et au centre de la page. (Ne
pas Indiguer « de source al-
lemande » dans le titre ou
les msous-titres). »

Exigé : .15 h. 10. titre de
s dépdche OFI ¢« Des com-
bats acharnés as llvrent dans
le secteur d'El Alamein »

Pula rectification dans le
second paragraphe @ suppri-
mer le mot « également »
dana la phrase : « En ralson
de In tactigue défensive dlas-
tique adoptée par lea forces
de 'Axe, I'enneml & « dgale-

—i—

fommuniques allemand, ita-
lien et britannigque transmis
par ler agences sont seuls
Putorisés.  Aucupn commen -
taire, sucune ehronigue mi-
ltmire sur les rations, au-
cune autre information, ne
pourront #tre Blen
entendu le texte qui
falt l'objet de Ia

925, demeurs obligs

fiﬂl les conditions preseri-
&,

Enfln, le 8 & midi, les jour.
naux devalent to#m par-
ler de combata & El Alamein)

TETT———

FRANC - TIREUR,

TOUJOURS | |

Malgré les difficultés ot Jas

périls e Vheurs, lo P

réussl & paraftre régullbre-

ment une fola de plus aves

um tirage jamais atteint &

ce jour,

II & biem Ulatention de
continuer, de mener la lptths
contre l'ennemi et le trabirs,
AVEC Une VIFUSUT mocrue,

Toute la France st désor-

mals occupde mals cedt em

valn que les boches womt
malntenant eollaborer awed
Vichy dans |a répression sm-

| ti-frangaise.

Le F. T. #h & vu d'autres |
N fera de son mieux |

Mals 81 le journal, un jour,
ne pouvalt sortlr, I'sction
des milltants et des sombat-
tants se poursulvralt avee la
méme courage. i

plstolets, La verrlbre de Ia | boche qui brague sur ls com-

t:zhre en ull.ud:: In n:l.rtlment som platelet Slﬁ. : el Que nos amin serremt lag

emmes et en- | chargé, reepon

Mnta gul hurlent de terreur. C'est alns que lea Namtals Ls & novembre. — Additif VAleS Smour & e
B le traln repart enfin, | ont compris le sess de I8 | A I8 consigne concernant Ia | S8bles qui leur tramsmetired
Mais & ., sur | collaboration. batallle de UEgypte : les | now consignes.

\ FRANGAIS | SOUVIENS-TOI QUE LA GUERRE CONTINUE |
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Afrlgue du Nord, espérent
pouvolr laver dans un bapté-
me tardif, leurs abjections
et leurs crimes. Aprés avolr
falt couler le sang frangals,
aprés avolr retairge |a déll-
yrance, lls crolent avolr le
droit de garder les privilé-
gea et les honneurs qu'ils ont
requs, comme uhe aumdne,
de I'enneml. Aprés avolr oc-
cupd des postes confortables
sur les litléres de la servi-
tude, |ls voudralent s¢ pré-
senter au peuple de France
comme les grands héros de
In résurrection natlonale |
i Oublieralent-ils les fdsilla-
|du. lea condamnations, les
souffrances. les miséres sans
| hombre. les humilintions o
| les hontes qu'ils ont Infligés
& leurs concltoyens ? Le peu-
| ple frangals n'a pas la mé-
| molre aussl courte. -

n'oublions rieng . Ils trompalent, disent-ils,
qal i

enneml ! Ils leurralent Hit-
ler ! Allons done | Auss!
longtemps qu'ils ont eru & la
victolre allemande, (s se sont
prosternds devant les Idoles
naxles, lls ont adoré la force
| s ont pléting la France, Au-
Jourd'hul, Il leur sulfiralt d'un
mol, d'un marchandage,
d'un  sourire, pour effacer
tout cela 7 Ah non | Mille
fols non

MHous peut-fre le
sinlstre  vielllard de  Vichy
tourner lul aussl sa wareuse

AIS NOUS N’GUBLIONS RIEN

| et ses feullles de chéne
| Apréa avolr tout falt pour
corrompre la France, apris
lul avolr Imposé le joug ger-
manlgue. 1l serait’le « sau-
| veur de la Patrie », le grand
Maréchal de la Victolre ! Et
| e'est tout juste &l l'on accor-
| dérait mlors un pardon dé-

dalpgneux au grand Frangals, |

au grand soldat, authentigue,
|1:ell.1-1h. qul, en Juln 1840,
alors gue tout paralssalt per-
| du, n ramassé les trongons
du glalve que les chefs mi-
litalres dégénéres, joints aux
| traltres. patentés, avalent
lalsst cholr | Non, mille fols
non !

’l.ul' pruple frangals n'est
pas aveugle. 1l n'est pas
sourd. 11 saura guels furenmt
les artisans de la lbératlo
[ Une armée en guerre peut
| acoepter les concours les
plus suspects et les plus tar-
| difs sur le plan stratéglgue
(de la réslstance.

Mals notre victolre, la vie-
tolre de tous les peuples Ii-
bres. de tous lea soldats glo-

Irﬁuh.} ou obscurs de la libé-
L n nous ne In laisserona
pas escamoter KElle sera d'a-

| bord et avant tout celle de
la LIBERTE, de la DEMO-

CRATIE MONDIALE, de|

I'ANTI-FABCTAME et de la
REFUBLIQUE BOCIALE !

l-lllrl h iﬂl_llllﬂlr I"hem de Monilanban
sar le Respect de la Personne Humaine

perzpective des pluz graves
dangers.

« Je fals entendre la pro-
testatlon Indignée de la
consclence chétlenne et je

mes ATyENS OU NOR Aryens,

| sont fréres. parce gue criéés

par un méme Dieu, gue tous
les hommes, quelles gque
solent leur rellglon, ou leur
race, onit drolt au reapect
des individus et des Etats

« Or, les mesures antisé-
mitigues actuelles sont un
meépris de la dignité humal-
ne, une violatlon des drolts

proclame que tous les hum.al

| lew plus sacrés de s personne

et de la famille.

« Que DMeu console et for-
i tifie eceux gqul sont Indgque-
menl persécutés; qull ac-
corde au monde la Palx vé-
ritable et durable fondée sur
| In Justice et la Charité.

PreRme-Manie,

| svéque de Montauban

| La  stabilité ministérielle
| promise par Pélain conti-
| MUe,..

| Le 18 novembre deur mi-
| Aistres de olus #taient dé-
| missionnaires /..

La raie Republigue
naitra de ceite Buerre

i On a imputé & in lbe
blen des errears &t Jos fa
| tes, Le réglme que nous
| blssons ne nous o pas
| ¥alneus des mérites de la
| tature. A I'ttouffement de
pensée et de linitiative
| dividuelle, su culte s
d'un fétlche, nous avona
Ia dictature jolndre In
ruption, ‘le  servilisme, 1"l
| compétence, la gabegle, Noupl
ne voulons revolr nl le par

lementarisme bavard, nl 1
| patronat égolste, ni le syns
| dicallame démagogigque. MMaks

nous restons  attachés aw

principe de la REPRESEN-.

TATION NATIONALE Nous
| ne voulons pas gue la PLOU-
| TOCRATIE INDUSTRIELLE

¢t FINANCIERE régente la
| ¥ie du pays domine sa poli-

tigue, pille son  économbe.

Hous voulons que le peupls

travallleur ne vive plus dans
| I'inaécurité ¢t la misére, mals
[ qu'll participe au bénéfice des
| rlchesses crddes par son la-
| beur. Nous ne croyons pas A

upe égallté qul nivellerals
les situntions de chacun aw
!ltldf de la meédiocrité, maks
( nous voulona la hiérarchie
du mérite, et non celle de ia
lortune ¢t de 'arrivisme.

La wictolre n'a de sems
pour nous gue sl elle permed
au pays libéré de l'envahis-
seur, de fonder un réglme
social capable d'évoluer sans
cesse wers le progrés. Ce ré-
Elme, nous ne le concevons
qu'é travers Ia lberté, soua
| l'églde dUN GOUVERNE-
| MENT [BSU DE LA VOLON-
TE NATIONALE mals dobé
des pouvolrs nécessaires pour
contréler l'activité de cha-
cun et velller & ce que la 1i-
berté ne solt pas un moyem
pour guelques-uns d'asservir
len mutres.

Pour réallser ce program-
| mE, nous ne rejetons le com-
cours de personne. Nous ap-
pelons les hommes de bonne
volonté de tous les partis &
entrer dans le grand mowu-
vement de la résurrection
frangaise.

Drabord. et par lous les
maoyens CHABSER L'EN- .
VAHIBSEUR.

Ensulte FONDER LA
VRAIE REPUBLIUE.

¥
,E

Pas b « FRANC TIREUR .. on l¢ passs i um ami.
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~ L'ARBEE FRANGAISE

DE LA LIBERTE

80.000 Frangals se battent
actuellement aux cotés des
Nations Unles: les forces
sombattantes de terre  ge
trouvent au Iles Britanni-
ques, lnriv:c,-nw.m
Byrie, dans Pacifigue, en
A E F el au Cameroun ;

les forces frangalses combat-

Ne pas libérer

les prisonniers

c’est les livrer aux boches

On verra %ussl ce geanda- |

le, cette Infemie sans nom.
Ce n'étalr pas asses qu'une
police et quune  justice
serviles tragquent, emprison-
nent tous ceux gul résls-
tent & l'ennemi, lous ceux
qul pensent et aglssent fran- |
cals. Ce n‘!}nil pas assed gque
les prisons, les camps, les |
bagnes, solent pleins d'hom-
mes, de lemmes, de jeunes
gens dont beaucoup n'ont

coopérerpy avec les | falt quexprimer une osinion

cadrille
forces américaines.
frangals luttent soun lea
du Général de Gaulle;
la fotte combat-
tante compte 43 bidtiments
;mum. erolssurs, eﬁrret-
soud-maring, torpllleurs,
dragueurs de mines ef des
nombreux navires mar- |
chands

Et, maintenant. en Afri-
du Nord. de nouvelles
francaises |lbres lut-
avec lea anglo-améri-
calos contre I'Axe.
¥ive In France lbre et
wombattante |
A

Les Fraogals
8¢ souviennemt

hd.nm 28 octobre eurent

£ge

Heu — reportéea
par le Préfet du dimanche
an = des § aviateurs

dont I'avion

Fécrasa au sol & Hmtmrnr.ql

de jeunes gena adressérent
un supréme adieu & ces héros
en chantant In Maresillaise

et It God save the King.
Dinnom !

brables couronnes
Jonchalent le scl : les ins-
eriptions, comme « Aux Dé-
fenseurs de In Clvilisation »,
« A nos Amis lolntaine mais
# proches de nos Ames », fu-
rent enlevées nultamment
par la police.

L'AVIATION AMERICAINE
DOMPTE

1500000 BOLDAT®
Au cours d'une cérémonia

A.000 ma- [ qui n'est pas celle d- l'en-

nemi. Malntenant que la fle-
tion de In zone dite llore est
définitivement morte, maln-
tenant yue lea nars sont |
partout en France, on ose
garder en prison des Fran- |
als. des Frangaises tous par- |
altement honorables, mals
antl-allemands et par l&- |
méme victimes désignées & |
la répression féroce des na-
£ls. La Justice et le Qouver- |
nement dits francals vont-ils |
pousser la honte Jusgu's lals-
sel ce erime s'accomp'ir ?

Le doute n'est pas possi-
ble : on sait blen gue Ia
Oestapu est l& et commence

leurs que la Cestapo cglia-
borait déja depuls longtemps
avec Vichy. Mals 1] est |gno-
ble et contralre & muu|
traditior de ne pas libérer

| & travalller, On savalt n‘nl-j

[I ﬂl-l:hl:l i FE.lmpr.

des prisonniers politiques qui
ont été frappés pour leur ac-
tlon contre l'ennemi, alors
que celul-cl va d'un moment
A lautre les réclamer et lea
salalr Aucun prétexte ne
peut justifier ce forfait et &
qul pourrait-on falre admet-
tre qull s'aglt l& encore de
double jeu Double jen 7
Double jeu , la livralson de
Frangals & l'ennemli 7 Ruse
de guerre cette nouvelle 14-
cheté ou peut-tre cette ma-
neeuvre  consclente  d'hitlé-
riens camouflés et de fascis-
fes Ifrancals tout heureux de
8¢ débarrasser alnsl dad-
versalres politigues ?

911 est encore & Vichy des
Eens qui ont on reste de
ronaclence.  o'll est  encore
dea policlers, des maglsirats,
dea procureurs, des direc-
teurs de prisons et de camps
nul gardent un certaln sens
de leur wrale responsabllite,
qutls donnent les ordres,
qu'lls prennent les mesures
nécessalres qu'lls s'arran-
gent par tous les moyens
pour faire sortir ou évader
lea prisonnlers politigues
Blentdt Il sera trop tard pour
les smuver

Mals alors 1l sera trop tard
aussl pour lea valets de bour-
reaux d'dchapper & la ven-
Eeance.

d'un Julf, le 20 octobre wuig
sutriés exécutlons

Allemagne. — A Dortmund
des ouvriers ftrangers se sont

Des patrictes ont kttagué  mis en gréve. 80 arrimeurs

une wille prés de XKirkenes | polonals soupgonnés d'avolr

INorvége) oh 4000 soldats al- | could une grosse péniche &
lemands tenalent garnizon : | charbon dans le canal de
lls ont mis le feu aux bara- | Dortmund ont été arrétés
quements ; 3 baragues sur  Cest & ln suite de ces falta
53 ont échappé & la desttuc- | que dea Prancals, des Bulga-
tion rea, dea Yougoalnves, dea Tia-
liens s sont mils en gréve

Buiparia. — 3000 mtrnu| avec leurs camarsdes polo-
bulgares ont #1¢ arrdtés par | pals. L'Alsaclen Albert Bruhl
la Gestapo. | 6 #lé exécuté pour avolr in-
Trhd:n‘;:‘z h" — on! 2ﬁm'|? camarades & la de
Py urich qu'h Pologne, — Dfapréa des in-

nala niel, lea alle-
mands ont fusillé toute la @ formations émanant du gou-

tlon mascullne du wil. | Yernement polonals de Lon-
et déporté en Allema- | 9res. dea attentats A la

ime les fermmes et les enfants | Dombe ont eu leu le M oc
& la suite d'un attentat con- | 10bfe & Varsovie dans des

tre des officlers allemands | Pestaurants réservés aux of-

Bclers allemands; plusieurs
Fougo-Slavde. — A In sulte | officiers allemands ont été
tuda le lendemain, & la sulte
d woet rafle de la Oestapo 50
otages ont &t8 arrétés T1 est

du meurtre d'un chel de dis-
trict allemand, 8 hom:.es

e rnmoﬂan e Oénéral Ar-
chet de I'Adronautique | ont été falts prisonniers dans

amdricalng, = qu
ealle-cl atteindrs blentdt I'ef-
Seotil de 2800000 hommes,

jun village et ie res b A

Uskub, le 37 octobre exécu-

don de 12 patriotes srbes ot

interd!t aux Polonals sous
travaux forces o
soriir aprés M heurss

LES OUVRIERS
CONTRE LA RELRVR

Les greves en M -Bg-
bole. — A ln sulte :.'t ::-
Ia. région Industsnriog? 9o

on  Industrielle
Vallée de |'Arve, T:- -
de Cluse, Belorgler ot
ont t::uu A la malrle de Dluse
une réunlon de pro
et falt grive Hndlntwﬂ"-
mle journée L'hotel-de-¥
de Cluse a été OCCupd  par
plusigurs centnines dou-
vriers. La Vallée de I'Arve
pch“ ue den lndmmm":- dé-
colletage et 1'hor 5

Dans les Bosses-Alpes. —
Le samedi 17 octobre 1943
dix cheminots de la BN.CF,
déslgnés  pour |'Allemagne
quittalent Veynea (centre
ferrovialre important) pour
IAllemagne. A la station de
Aspes-sur-Buech, ces chem|-
nots guittalent le traln ek
gagnalent la montagne, la
réglon de Bsumagne célébrée
par Glono et of lesa Husue-

nots g'étalent déja réfuglés
au XVIT* mlécle. gendar-
merle ormanise dea balives
et dresse des mur les

routes. Lea cheminots sonk
eachés ot ravitalllds par les
paysans.

MESBAOR
de I'Unlon des Cheminots de
Orande-Bretagne
sux cheminots frangals

L'Union dea cheminols de
Grande-Bretagne, qul
te 400.000 adhérents, & ndres-
8¢ l¢ message sulvant aux
cheminots frangals :

traverses, dans la lutte que
Yous soutenes, nous voulons
simplement vous dire ceel :
+« Nous, vos camarades an-
glals, avons les yeux Axés
sur vous Votre hérolsme e
pour nous vn sujet d'admi-
ration et de respect.

vous ﬂhm b nows-mémes en
exem & en pensant
vous, & vos souffrances, nous
travalllons plus ferme encors
pour acquérir votre Ibéra-
tlon. Nous connalssons volre
#ort, NOus SEYODS
vous le supportes.
blases auasi hélas
ques des avions
vos machines u
l'ennemi. Nouws n
d'sutant plus com
tre position et ne
rons dautani pius volre
FREE Que mous &
mémes connu s
bombardements
Gerdes bon courage. cama-
rades francals, on

notre

-

i iEEE;
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che Les 400

== iais vous eapriment lewr

Uiratrmelie admirstion, »
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I'ranslation of Darlan's message to
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hower, Hovember £L, lY74<.

LlSell

The rrench nation forsaw that in spite of the arrival of her
allles the lijuidation of Vichy in French Horth Africa would not take
place without delay or even sudden chunges. But, the French nation,
in 1ts imprisonment, felt greatest concern on learning that delays
may be such and such and that sudden turns may teake on such a character.
The nation in its imprisonment intends to find out what goes on.

Much French territory is occupled by the allied armlies with
the consent and enthusiastic support of the people. The natiom asks
whether or not the regime and spirit of Vichy will remain there in
force, whether or not the present ¥ichy "lords" will continme in
office, whether or not this part of the French empire will be able
to unite with that part which has already taken up arms again under
the bamner. of honor, whether or not national deliverance beginning
with the liberated empire ought to be dishonored by a foursome of

culprits, camouflaged for the time being under additicnal perjury.
It would be sericus and dangerous simply to ask these juesticns if
at the same time they could not be answered.

Certainly France has only too many times known that in the
confusion of this world war there are risks of making mistakes on the
part of individuals with the best of intentions. But she (France)
has also recognized that the alliance of all her allies was a sincere
one and that the sacred ideal for which sc many, many men and women
suffer and die on the field of liberty necessarily rajected dishonor
and treason as France herself cursed them.

Of a certainty, France knows how a regime of oppression and
of lies has long been able to silence free speech and public opinion
in Algeris, Morocco and Tunisim. DBut she also knows that once the
columns of the temple of the idol have been shaken, nothing will again
stiflie the powerful expression of mational will either in Africa or
elsewhere.

Likewise, France is fully aware of the difficulty in bringing
about co-operation in the war of territories sc diverse and so long
separated as those making up its empire and (she is also aware of
the difficulty) of united action in combat of armed forces which she
has or which she is going  to be able to draw upon from all parte of
the earth. But she knows that in order to unite all the forces which
belong to her and the possessiocns which she protects, there exist ties
of long standing: Jjust laws of the legnlly constituted republic and
treaties which she has concluded. ©She knows that her soldiers, wheth-
er they fight in Tunisia, Libya, in Thead, or in the Pacific,are not
the soldiers belonging to an individual but are the soldiers of France.

Sinee the country fell beneath enemy blows and from treasonable
plots, the treasure of natiinal independence and dignity has been safe-
DECLASSIFIED '
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guarded. Through what trials? Only God knows. But having exper-
ienced that,France saw leap from the very depths of the soul of the
people, the all envelcoping flame of hope and liberty. It is due to
this sacred flame that there has been raised up and organized, under
the very heal of the enemy and of his collaborateurs, the tremendous
registance of the French people. It is by virtue of this same {lame
that much of our territory and a part of our forces have little by
little come together. It is around this same flame that the whole
empire will unite itself with the whole nation to fight and to con-
guér side by sidc with all the allies of France. It is thus and
thus alone that vietory will gloriously wipe out with a single blow,
our mis fortunes, our factions and our tears.

A single struggle for a unified country.

DECLASSIFIED
gtate Dept. letter, FEB 51373
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TWO EAST FIFTY-SIXTH STREET
NEW YORK

November 26, I94=2
President franklin D, Hoosevelt

Mister fresident,

This is a day of Thanksgiving. I hope that many French people
will write to you to tell you that they are thankful for the
brave fight put up by the United Nations on all the fronts of
this war - a fight from which a free Viorld and a free France
will be reborn.

My thoughts, to day, are with the American and English soldiers
in North Africa who are preparing for a hard battle against our
comon enemy on the Tunisian soil. They are with the American
men who might lose their 1lives in that battle. They are

with you - thelr Commander in Chief - who hawe magnificently
planned this daring expediticon.

Amidst all the political difficulties - painful to us but
which, I am sure, find their source 1in strategic necessities -
please do not believe that the French forget what America is
doing for them : She is hastening the day of victory. She 1is
shortening the probable length of the starvation, of the suf-
fering of our peocple at home. You are fundamentally and, I
trust, forever our friends, our allies. We lknow that. We will
be faithful.

I wish - oh, so much - that you should address my compatriots
again, in the same straightiforward way that you used on the
first day, in your own, sincere French words. Ferhaps that
this is not feasible yet, because of pressing military deve-
lopments. Perhaps that days, or weeks must pass before it is
feasible. But when the day comes, wont you tell the captive
French who wait inside our borders, as much as you safely can
about your decisions, your motives, your plans ? Ihe enemy
propaganda, the inevitable divisions among Frenchmen, can
easlily create misunderstanding and distrust between our two
nations. Your voice can be a gulde, a rallying point. In the
minds of the French ( of the Alsatian peasant, of the Dreton
fisherman, of the Paris factory worker, and also of the righting
French soldier who has been in action for many months in a
Lytian desert outpost ) there must be to day some uncertainty,
and the feeling o not knowing where their duty lies. You



éan show them the way and tell them how to help, how to unite.
hey trust you. You can also tell how to help, It is

so important that, ultimately, the forces of resistance to the
enemy should not split - inside or outside France,

Eut this is not what I intended to write to you to day. I just
wanted you to kiow - and Mrs Roosevelt to know - that the words
" America " " Hoosevelt " and " Thanks "™ are, now as always,
linked in my heart.

With devoted wishes

Yours very 8incerely s

Mademolselle Eve Curie

P.S. L was so moved that you should hav
e taken the tim e
L0 answer my telegram the other day. Please do not even waste
the time of your secretary to aknowledge this letter.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
i WASHINGTON

November 30. 1842

My dear Mr. President:
I am quoting below for your information & mes-

eage whlch is understood to be intended for you from

Mr. Leon Jouhaux in the name of the French Syndicalist

reclstance movement. The message wae received through

clandestine channeles with the request that i1t be given
no publicity.

"Followlng your proclamation to the
French nation at the time of the landing of
American troops in North Africa we are happy
to know you have confidence in the French
working classea. Be assured of the inflexible
will of French syndleceliem to continue resis-
tance agalnet conscription of labor and against
the oppressor in general. We are of good hope."

Faithfully yours,

Cogsrtnse

The Presldent,
The White House.
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JEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL WATSON

FOR YOUR INFORMATION



E

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF ETATE

I think I can see General
de Gaulle on January tenth or
the morning of the llth, but I
greatly doubt if I can see him
after that until about February
first.

I think it would be a mistake
for General de Gaulle to send a
small mission to Algiers. GSome-
times the best way to keep peace
in the family is to keep the
members of the family apart for
a while.

F. D. R.

_M_)a&‘-"i/ DA, c_(: "

d
I N (%
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 17. 1942
My dear Mr. President:

In my last talk with Mr. Adrien Tixler, Chief of
the Fighting French Delegation in Washington, he ralsed
two questione which I told him I would have to clear with
you before glving a definite reply.

The first had to do with your willingness to receive
General de Gaulle. I told Mr. Tixier that it was my
recollection that you would be willing to see the General
Af he came to Washington sometime after January 10, but
that esince the matter had not been discussed for sometime,
I would wieh to make sure that this understanding still
held true.

Secondly, Mr. Tixler said that General de Gaulle
inquired of Admiral Stark sometime ago whether he could
not be permitted to send a small migsion to Alglere for
the eole purpose of keeping him informed g8 to what was
going on in North Africa. It was the General's thought
that this mission would have contact only with the Britigh
and American Military High Commands, and that the members

of

The President,
The White House.



-2-

of the mlesion would have no power or authority to enter
into any discuseion with French officlals in North Africa.
I told Mr. Tixier that I would have to look into this
questlion, at the same time reminding him that when General
de Gaulle had been informed that you and Mr. Churehill
agreed that he might gend a representative to Alglers, the
General had declined to do B0,

Fa ly yours,

b
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THE WHITE HOUSE ¥ |
WASHINGTON L‘:&

12-24-42
MEMORANLUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
(from General Marshall)

sesszage just receivead from
Murphy for oecretary Hull:

"I was called urgently to barlan's
office hall an hour ago, and learned
Lbarlan attacked at 1545 hours, by young
man of Freuch nationality, whose
identity not determined.

"Assallant succeeded in firing
7 revolver shots, 4 of which struck
larlan, whose condition as yet is
uncertain.

"Further details will follow as
soon as possible.™

E.M.W,

(uictated over telephone to
J. Romagna)



T .

o .4 . Dbecember 20, 1942

AEMORANDUM FUR THE FILES

This was received by Admiral Leaby
for the President about twelve hours
after word was recelved of the assasina-
tion of Admiral Darlan.
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