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110 OJST"- tl!lJTtOM 

US UAGI:N'I' 

ANRP'I' , 

A.tot r'\S. 

The Department notee t roa your t~lear~• no. 2P2, 
Deceaber 31, 3 p. a . , tha t you et a t e in your reply t o 
Maee1gl1 tha t you would be hapoy t o t r ansmi t a dr~tt 

agreea ent deellni wl t h the uee ot French t orcee i n e ll 
t heatre• ot war to yowr Oo• ernaent tor ite conei der a t 1on. 
You thould be gui ded by the ~epart•ent ' e telegr~• nn. 221, 
Decembet· 23, 10 0 . 11 . 1n whi ch the Pr u 1dent dlrtchd tl'lat 
allitPry as ttere be treat ed directly bet ween General 
P' itenhower and t he French a ilits ry euthor1t l ee and not 
on a OnYernaent or Coaalttee baela. The proper chPnnel 
tor treneai ellon or eny dratt egree•ent or r r ench euggee­
t iona on thle eub j eot i e ther efor e through Gener al 
i senhover Js ~ -

J{ (_ J 
tu :HF ~ : t'UI 



THE SECRETARY 

January 5 , 1944 , 

Memorandum f~ tho President 

I enclose a propoeed joi nt atat e­
ment on Prance which is eelt- explanatory, 

I road thia to Sooretariee Sti maon 
and Knox, and a lthouah Secretary Stimson 
had Just finished a long epeech in behalf 
ot DeOaullo, under conditions, he said 
he aaw nothing wrong with thia etate­
ment . You may dooide to approve it 
and pr opose its approval to tho other two 
governments mentioned, 

• 
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December 31, 1943 
STATEMENT ON fRANCE 

The Governmente of the United Statee of America, 
Un1 ted Ki ngdom, and Soviet Union, in pursu1 t of their 
paramount aim, the defeat of Germany, are determined to 
bring about the earliest poes1ble liberation of France 
from her oppreesore, and the creation of conditions in 
which a democratically constituted French Government 
may be reestabliehed. The ultimate aim of the three 
Governments is the free choice by the French people of 

• the government under which they will live. 

In conducti ng military operati one in France, and 
80 long as military necessity requires, it i s msnifeet 
that the Supreme Allied Co111111ander must have eupreme 
authority in order that the proeecution of the war againet 
Germany may be pureued relentleeely with the full co-­
operation of the French people. It is the intention of 
the Allies ttnt oivil sdllinistration ehall, in so far a8 
possible, be left to French citizens. 

The three Governmente are confident that at the 
proper time all patriotkFrenchmen will rise to the aid 
of the Allies i n ejecting the Nazi oppressor& from their 
land. The Allies and t he Supreme Allied Commander will 
have no dealings or relations with the Vi chy regime except 

for 



for the purpose of abolishing it. No person will be 
retained or employed in any office by the Allied ail1ta.ry 
authorities who hie wilfully collaborated with the enemy 
or who has aoted in a manner inimical to the cause o f t he 
United Nations. 

The restoration of oivil administration in France 
will be left to the Frenoh people in conformity with 
their traditional love or Uberty and independence. 

It i s the hope of the A1lies that the French people, 
having as thei r primary objective the treeing of France 
from Ka~i domination, will subordinate political activity 
to the necessity for unity in ejecting and destroying the 
enemy. 

With these objectives in mind, the All ies will count 
upon the assistance of all Frenchmen in the maintenance 
ot public order and conditions which will permit the 
restorati on of government by consent of the people. 

PA/D: JCD: AO!C 
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DEPART11DIT OF STAn 
"or.,."""" · E. "' · • f.-ol'l , 1ll to qe<""· . ••• • , 

lfl,/1.1. 
T HE SECRETARY 

MEMORANDUM FOR 'l'IIE PRESIDENT 

On December 20, 1940 you addreeaed r 

letter to Admiral Leahy setting torth tor 

hie information and guidance certain baaio 

principles on which our policy toward 

P'ranoe waa baaed at that t1M. 

In our opinion it would be uaetul tor 

Mr. £4win c. W1laon, recentl7 appointed 

Representative ot the United States to the 

French Committee or National Liberation, to 

have the pr1nc1plee underl7ing our P'rench 

policy reviewed and reatated in the l i ght 

ot the events ot the peat three years. 'l'o 

thla end the attached draft or a letter has 

been prepared tor JOur aignature, it you 

approve, c.Jn-.. tf~- ~ 
Enclosure: o· 9' 

Letter. '\· 



liT dear llr'o WllaODI 

011 Deo•ber 10 1 lt40, I a44reoao4 a let ter to 
••t ral Laah7 , who la tbe pro•loua -atb bad baoa 
appolato4 Aaorloaa Aabaoaa4or at Vloby, in wbieb I oat tortb oortaln baolo prlnolploo and alae whioh at t hat orltioal tt.e goyoraod our rolatloaa wltb Prance and. tho 
Pl'onoh -~ .... 

?be oooaoloa ot tho rooont aoou.ptlon ot J OUP new cl.ut l oa aa Koproooatat l•• ot tho Uftltocl. Statoo t o t ho Pronoh Oo..lttoa ot Watl onal Llberatloa att or cl.o a olmilor oppor­
tualtr to roYlow tbooo prlnolploo and. at.a, which ba•o at all tlaoa boon lnaplrocl. bJ tbo cl.oop-roo,ocl. tr~oncl.ohlp ot tbo Aaorlcon people tor tho people ot Prance and l n tho uaabakablo cl.oYotion ot bot h pooploo to ct .. ocratlc 
lnotltu t l ono. 

Ia t ho autu.l or lt40 tho Alllo tlcl.o wu ln tloocl. altboQgb atlll tar troa l ta peak. A largo part ot Wotr o­
polltan Pranoo bad. boon o•orrun and ooouplod by oo ... aa ...-.d torooo and oorta ln Proneh loadoro had. oougbt aac1. elgnod an ol'ld.atloo wlt b t he on•IIJ• I n apl to or tbo OOYOI'lty O( thia blOW 1 t hor o I'OMalnod i ntact l~OI't&nt Pronob auote which Mlpt atlll be ·aalnaod t rCD the wrook. It wao to tblo end , oad ln purauanco ot our a•owod 
pol l OJ or roncl.orlll8 all poaalblo aulatanoo to tho hard­proaaod poop loa or tbo l!rltlob c-onwoaltb end l!:llplro . that thla OoYora.ent cl.ooidod to s alntalD ot t lolal--I atroao tho word ot[ltlal--rolationo with Marobal Pota! n •o roslmo 
~lob Hitler periilthd to tunotlon ln a 1 1al ted way at Vichy. I t wao tborotoro to a opoo1tlo taolr that Adllliral Leahy wao dlrootacl. to bond blo ottorto , and altboU&)l tlw 
toot la otton o• orlookocl. , thlo polloy bad tho t ull appro•al or tho Oo• orn.ont o r Groat Britai n and wao l l kowioo pur­ouocl. by th4 Oanadlan OoYornment . 

Pro. tho mlllt•r~ polnt ot vlo• tho two groatoat uoota otlll out or Ool"llan hondo wore tbo ProftCh noot 

'J'ho Honorable 

0 

Ecl.wln o. Wlloon, 
Roprooonta tlYo ot tho Unltod Statoo 

t o tho Pronoh Ooaal ttoo ot 
Mot i ona l Liberat i on , 

Al&loroo 



-·-
aD4 tbe Prenoh owar .. aa e.plre. With rafard. to both1 the Yiawa of thia Oo••~nt ware uaoaaa nslT and. toroa• tullT kept before Marahal P&tain • 

Ia thla •-•Uoa thla o. .. ~nt 1aprana4 on MU'ahal P'tal.D the b.Q&ar to Pl'aaao-uarioaa trtell4ahlp 1t the tleat ware allowed. to tall uadar O.raan oontrol 
aad likawlae annouacad. that in ita relatione with the Vicb)' realae aad. wlth the local authorltlaa 1n Prenah OYeraaaa territorlea the United. ltatea would be goweroed. bJ the aanlteat ettectl•eneaa wlth whlah tboae authori­tiea end.aa•ored. to proteot Pl'enoh tel'l'itOJ'T troa an-.r d.oalnation an4 control. 

Purtheraore 1 .. were uat1rln& ln our ettorte to oaabat and truatrate repeated O.raan aanau•era 4ee1gned to obtain •••n greater oonaeaaiona tl'aa the VicbT raglae than .. ra requlrad. uader the teraa of the aralatloe. Aa I atatad on Mar 16, le4lt 

·~ polio7 of thla Oo••~nt ln ita rela­tion• wlth tbe Prenoh Republic hae bean baead. upon the terae ot the aralatlae between 0.l'lll&n7 and. 
Pl'anoa and upon reoognltion ot oartaln olear 
11•1 tatlone lalpoaad upon tbe Pl'anoh Ooya~nt b7 th11 aralatioa. Ful"tharao ... , we haYe bad. aaeuranoea &lYan b7 the h ead. of the Pl'anch State on behalf ot h11 GoYernaant that it 414 not intend to agree to an7 collaboration with Oara&DT Wbioh want beron4 the requ1r-nte ot t hat &ralet1oa agra ... nt. 'nda wae the la &It that oould. be azpaote4 ot a Pl'aaoe wbloh d.aaanded r eapaot t or ite lntaarit7.• 

Pinall7 the pollo7 of th11 Oo•arnaent in d.ua oourae aada poeeible the la71na of the around.work t or the auooeutul lan4lna• 1.D Prenoh Morocco and Algeria, wbioh 1n turn led to the tinal aYlotlon of all Alth araad toroea tl'aa the continent ot A.t'rioa. 

l o .uoh tor the etrlotl7 alllt&J'T aepaota ot our polio7 up to •••aaber leta. ~ raeulta apeak tor 
th••••l•••· 

Bowa•ar 1 1.D aa .uoh aa oritioa of our polior ha•• aought to ralae dOilbta aoaoarnlna the ul tlaate alaa ot thla Oo•ornaent and lta daYotioa to daaooratia prlnoiplee-­doubta wbloh ware jo7tull7 nlaad upon and azploited. b7 



OU' e-s.ee--U le penbeat te reeall tbat at ao u-
414 tbh hYea •t ~ .. 1'4 ...... 1alplJ that tiM 
poltolea apouoN4 ~ llarab~ P6tab aD4 Ilia oolla'bo­
ratore .... Allert au appi'OYalo Oil the oontrai'J • •• aarlJ 
aa •o•.aber 1840, tba leoretai'J or State •••• lt olear 
to •arabal r6tatn. tllroi!Ch tba YlabJ Allbaaaa4or at 
WaalllDctoa ... 0111' IIIQaaaJ at YlobJ • tbat •• N &al'4e4 
tiM rea~ llhlab ha npreaanta4 aa belq on tiM •­
plua aa tba CloYerraonh ot o. ... uJ 0 ItalJo aD4 Japu. 
SbdlarlJo on uotbar oeo .. toa tiM Seoratai'J or State 
azplalne4 at a praaa aontaranoa that one obJaotlYe or 
Allarlean polloJ bad been to sl.a •a11 poaalble enoouraao-
-•t to tba people or Pruee ... to bop alhe the ar•at 
14eala ODd 14••• or tNa4oa ... popular lnatltutlono 
whlab aaU that OO'IIDti'J eo r••t• 8 llaro than onoo 1 
aJaelt polnte41J 41areaar4a the Vlab7 aotto ot 
.. Oi'k 0 Pall7 0 •otbarl ... • an4 azpreaao4 tiM oont14enoe 
wiUl llhlab I looka4 r ... al'4 to tiM retv.l'll ot the Pranoh 
people to tbe prlaolplea ot 8 LlbertJ • BqllalltJ • an4 
Pratai'DltJ.• Ia brlet. 1t ••• pllbltalJ nphaa1ae4 aaaln 
an4 aaatn tbat tba ooat b-• or orttetal relatlODa wu 
~ DO atratob ot tho laa&lnatlOD baaed OD a aJaPOtbJ Of 
Ylawpolnt aDII tbat •• .... r tor a aaa.at bell•••• ln the 
aeoeptueo ~ tho Pranab people or prlnelpl•• eo torelan 
to tbolr abaraotor ... tra4ltlODao ~at 1a aa true todaJ 
.. lt •••r .... 

Another YOI'J real adyantaco acoi'Qln& troa tho eon­
tlnae4 proaenoo ot Aaarlaan Nproaontatl••• ln ~anoo 
WOe the op.-rtunltJ Of aalnta1D1DS tl'loD4l.J and olOH 
oontaot wiUl the Proaah people 1n tbelr bour ot trial 
... tbarobJ aai'Ylna aa a aolll'ao ot one01U'ag._nt to 
~ 1n tbalr raahtuoo to tho oooupJllla p-r. ~h 
pollOJ waa a.plJ rowal'4e4 bJ tho oY14onoo ot a&nJ 
Pra~n ot all eluaea who wore anzlo.a to .. t ntaln a 
tlo with tho Oalte4 Statoa ... who telt that aa lona aa 
ov reproaentatlYoa .... ln tMll' OOUDti'J the7 would not 
be r ... otton ... .. ...... . 

l'hla tbov.pt wu uppo .... at 1n aJ alnd whon0 l n aJ 
atat-nt ot •OYeabor '• 18480 following notltloatlon bJ 
.... Layal tbat 4lploaatle ralaUona with thh CloYai'IIIIOnt 
bad been ... ero4o I aa14• 

••• aot ot 11Stler0 or ot OllJ ot bla puppeh 0 ... ••••r rolatlona between the Aa.rl oan people and 
the people or Prance. We haYe not broken relati one 
with tbe Pl'enabo Wo DOYel' will. !'hla OoYOrlaOnt 
Will oonUnae oa herototora to doYOte 1 ta tboiJ&bt • 

ita 



-·-
lh OJ-.pattq aad 1h aiel to the rUOUO ot the 46 a1111on people ot J'r&DOo troa oulaYeaont ancl troa a pora&Dont looo ot their llbortlee oDcl tree lDetltuttona.• 

ID oplto ot tl'oquont publlo pronOUDcoaente tho poll07 parauocl b7 thlo OoYoi'Daont 1a •orth Atl'loa elnoo •oYoaber lt48 baa been oyon aoro aleundorotoocl aDcl alolatorpretecl, lt that 1a pooalblo, than lh preYloua attitude towal'cl tho YlchJ rog t.e. Yet one wu tho logl­oal oontlDaatlon ot tho o~r &Del both rooted on tbo unaooallablo baelo ot alllt&I'J nocoaalt7 tor tho ultlaato trootnc ot Praneo. •ow that our t orou are no lcmaor t1&ht1111 on Atrloan aoll 1t h o&aJ to glon onr tbo 41tt1cult1oa ot ~ o•pa1p and to torset that thlo are•t Yonturo , tho ouocooatul outoaa. ot wblch • •• one ot tho turnlna pointe ot ~ war, wao traught w1 tb tho sraYoat dangora. Wbo oan ••7 wbat talluro would haYo .. ant 1D tbo wa7 ot prolonctna the war &Del ln tol"'II ot h-•n lito? One thlnc h oortalnJ •o people woulcl han outtorod aoro troa our tailuro than tho Prenoh thoaaolYoa. 
It would be lcllo to dODJ that •&DJ ot t he cloYolop­-nta in •ol'th Atl'loa "" oonti'&I'J t o wbat •• would hayo wiohocl· But bowoYer 1t •&J haYo appeared at a 41atanoo ot MYOral tbouoand alloa tho altuat10D 1D Worth Atl'loa waa oztreaolJ oa.ploz and we wore taood with tho hard taot that all tha torou wbloh we and our Brltbh Allloo wore able to doYoto to tho alllt&I'J taak wore requlrocl tor the battle ot hnlata. It ahould l1kow1H be a.pbaalaed that our t orooa wore eont to • orth Atl'loa u tl'lonclo and llberotora, and not tor the pllJ'pOM ot oeeupn111 tba tel'l'ltOI'J ot an all7. ConaoquontlJ, quoatlono ot local aoourlt7, aclalnlatratlon and ~ protootlon ot oar lona ancl Yltal llnoo ot oo.manloatlon "" larselJ lett 1D tho hancla or Prench ottlolala, who had to cloal with a probl- ot unuoual dlttloultT• ~ aeooaoar:J agreoaent wh!ob waa oonoluclocl bJ our a111-t&I'J authorltloo aoon att.r their &l'l'hal wu jUat1t1ocl b7 ~ roaulta 1D Prenah ... t Atl'loa and ohowhare, but lt aloo bore wltnoao to tha preoarlouaneao ot our alll­tarr pooltlon. BoweYor, at no little rlak to tbe ouooooo ot our llllclol'takllllo I aaclo 1t oloar 1D •J otato-nt ot •OY-.ber 1'1, lt48, that tbo a111t&I'J oztaonoloo wblch had 41otatocl thlo cloololon ln no ••7 atrootocl our ~tal alae. I oalcl, 1D part1 



-a-

•I tboroucbl7 u.dorotaad aDd appro•• the 
f .. llac ia the UD1to4 ltatoa aDd Groat Britain aad 
..aac all ~· o\ber aaltocl ••tiaao thet ia Yt .. of 
\be bhtOI'J ot \be put two .,. ... ao pe....-at 
~~~"~"aliC--* aboa.lcl 'M lla4o wl~ A4alral Darlaa. 
Pooplo 1A tbo Ualtod ••tiona likoriao wolll4 nonr 
liDdorotlllld the rooopltlaa ot a rooaaatltuttac of 
tbo Vio!lf Oon..-nt ia Pl'aaoo 01' ia UJl1 Pl'onob 
tol'l"it01'7•••• 

•'l'bo tlltUPe Pl'oaob Oonl"'aeat will 'M oetab­
llabod--not '7 aDf 1A41Yi4ual 1A .. tropolitan 
Pl'anoo or o.oroou-bat '7 tbo Pl'oaob people tboa­
HlYOo attar th07 han boon oot troo '7 \be YletOI'J 
of tbo Ualtod ••tiona • 

• 'fbo prooont t.-por&I'J arraaao-at ia •ortb 
aa4 Woat Atrtoa to oal7 a t.aporar7 ozpo41oat, 
jaotltio4 aolol7 b7 tbo atrooo of battle •••• 

•!'.apor&I'J &rraJICO-Ilh -.4o ritb A4a!Joal 
Darlaa appl7 0 wltboat ozoopUon, to tbo OUI'l"'Dt 
looal aitaotion oal7.• 

Ia otro .. tq our prt.&J7 preooeupaUon w1 th tho 
111l1t&I'J ottuatlon I do not whh to oonYOJ tbo Ulproa­
aioa that thla Oo.ora.oat ••• in41ttoroat to otbor 
oou14oraUono. Oil tbo oaatrar7, oar intlaonoo wu eon­
otantli osortod 1n tho dirootloa of a llborallaatlon of 
ooD4U ODO aD4 al ~oacb tbo rate of P"CJ'O.. loft auob 
to bo 4odrod, tbo altaatlaa 1A llortb Atrioa rrc. tbo 
t~ ot tbo landla& ab-4 a atoad7 0 if anopootaclllar , 
Ulprn-at. Wo roalt ... , howeY or • tbot a!.Aoo aalntoaanco 
of pablio order .... 1A tho loot aaal70lo a Pl'eaob 
napout'blllt70 tblo Oon..-at ooul4 not proporl7 so 
'boJW'1Ml tbo point ot otfortna 1 to adrtco aad o~goatlono. 

I •- •- to tbo q-auaa of oaJ' rolaUono w1 tb 
tbo PI"'noh c-tu .. of ••ttODOl Ll'MratlOD. It to 
orldoat trc. wbat I ba•• alroad)' roo011Dto4 that wttb 
roaU'II to ...._ aD4 tbo Pl'oncb a.ptro ~. Qoyo.-at 
boo bean plclo4 '7 two tanclaaoatal pr1Ao1ploo wbioh 
fo...C tba boola or ~ pabllo atat .. eat of Aucaot ae, 
1143. '!'be ftrat 1a tbot lllllt&I'J oonoldoPatlona 1n tbo 
proaooutlOD of tbo nP qalnot Ooi'II&Df OPO Ul4 .uot 
..... ta par-t. Al tbcMiab tbo aCJUDdzwoa of thla prla­
olplo ohould 'M aolt oY14ont, 1t h untortuaatol7 a 
toot tbat oortata Preach oloMnta ho•• oc.o to aocept 
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llll l.llhd detOPT aa a tor.aoae oonolualon. ~Y han oODaoquontlJ par.dttod thalr attontloa to bo 41Yorto4 trca tba .. 1n toak aD4 ban doyota4 tb ... olna prlaarU7 to polltloal aot1Y1t1oa wbloh retard aD4 are • eonataDt tbnat to the 1.111a4 llllltar.,. ottort. 
lbt 1t I oorraotl7 oattaato tha obaraotor or tbo ProDOb paoplo • tbolr •oat ternnt whh 1a aD4 baa boon to oontrlbuto aotlYOlJ to tho llboratlon ot tbolr OWD o_t...,.. !'o tbh on4 1t haa boon ov baalo polloJ to oztond aaelataDoo to •••1'1 Prencmaan. wberaYor altuatod and ... toYer hla polltlcal bollota. who la alncorolJ doalrouo or taklDg a part 1n tho at~le. lloPO thaD two 70ar1 aao I atatod that tho dotonao ot thoao Pl'onch torrltorloa UDder tho oontrol ot Pl'oo Pl'onoh torooa waa Yltal to tba dotonao ot tbo Onltod Statoa• thorabf .akiac thoao torrltorloa oll&lblo UDder our la•o to raoolYo loD4 loaao aaalatanoo. !'bo ecopo ot thle aoalotanoo baa boon atoadllJ oxtoodod aD4 todeJ a tol'lll­dablo Pl'onoh torco auppllod with ~rlcan ..... and oqul.,.aat. 1o praparl nc t or t ho dey when lt will taka lh place with lta A.orloan aDd Bl'ltlab Allloa 1n tbe Yan­guarct ot lDYaalon. 

!'he battloohlp Blobollou and otber Pl'ench nayal YOoaola baYo boon ontbuoiaatioally rocolYed 1n kaerlcua porta wbora thoJ haYe undorgoao nocoaaarJ ropall'a aD4 t.pro•c .. nta onabllng the. once -aatn to aaau.o act1Yo oporatlono at;alnat the OnoiQ'. SWlarly , Pre DOh recrul to haYO boon rooo1Ylne 11111tar.,. tratnh~ 1n thla oounti'J prior to Jolntna tholr t1gbt1ng ualto o•orooaa. 
All thoao .. ttora baYo boon greatl7 tacUltatod by tho Pl'onoh •tlttary aDd •a•al ~aotoaa Wbloh wore oatab­llohod 1n tbh oounti'J laot wtator with the tull oupport ot tbla CloYOI'IaODt. 

!'he oooond baalo pr1nc1plo wbloh hao gu14o4 thlo OoYol'laOnt to that oOYorelgnty realdoa ln tbo pooplo aDd that •• long •• OYoP to!( ot tho Pl'enob paoplo aro not trae to ozorolao tbalr polltlcal rlcht•• no 1ndlY1ctual or group will bo raoogn1aa4 bJ tba VDJ.ta4 atatoa •• tho OoYo,....nt ot Proaco or tho Pro nob Wllplro. •or rill tbta Oonrn-.. nt oODaoloualJ toke .a, atop which .. .,. bavo tho ultl•ato ottoot ot lllll'alrlna tho opportunity ot tho Pl'oncb paoplo ot trooly oxorctalna tholr pol1t1oal rl&hta attor tbolr 

COWltl'f 
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eoatrr h Uberatod r.- ita oppro .. ore. 
lly appreoiatlon ot the part whiob Prench -n and w-a ba11'8 pla.,.d 1a \he war. boUl llotore \he .lrldetloo and elaoo the dark cla7e when General .. Gallllo 1nep1red YD1Yoraal adalratlon bJ raialn& \he baDDor ot reelatanoa. reDdora lt all tbe 1101'8 dlttlolllt tor - to baYO to 107 that ln .. rtaln t.Dd ... ntal roapaota tho aot1Yit1aa ot Ooural .. Gullo 8D4 aoaa ot hie oloao oohiHra ba•o ... pl7 dleturllod thia OoYO..-nt. It woe our ainoore hope that the clhouelou llbiob took plaoo lut •-• 1a Al&lora -u.1c1 loacl to real UD!t,. -oac PronU..n. llbat tM world wltnoaaod lnatoacl wae an unrolont1n& atruc&lo tor polltloal pow.r wbloh at thl rlek ot aorloual7 otteot­iac the war ottort waa •••n oarriod to the point ot l nola-41n& attorte t o onoDDraao daaertlona traa Pronoh DIYal 8D4 -rohant ehlpa • there b)' threatoDl .. to s.-bUbo ~ at • tS... tlhon •••1'7 toa ot Ulppln& wu vsontl7 aoodocl. In aplto ot euoh aotlYitioa. Oenoral do Ooulla and hle aaaoolatoa haYO att ... tocl t o arrocato to th..­••1•• • the oredlt tor roelatanoo to Oeraany. lgaorlns or bollttllns tba attorta ot otbar Pro~n and the o.....-o aadetanoo llolac r on41red tho oaueo ot Pranoo bJ the VDltod Statoe and tha other alllae. 

c-trol ot tbe .. chlnoi'J' ot propacan4• 1n lorth Atrloa baa roeultod 1n • oa.palan to brlns preeauro aaain.t tbe Vnitod Stat••• pro~bly booaueo ot lta rotuaal to rooocDlao tho Preach Ca..ittoo u tho O..orn­.. nt ot Pranoo. fiaia ou.paip h all tho aoro lnoc.pre­henaablo tlhon lt la roallaod Ulat tho proaonoo or Oenaral do Gaulle 1a lorth Atrloa today aa4 tho YOI'J' oxlatonoo ot the Pronoh Caaaittao ot latlonal Llboratlon aro dlreot roau.lta ot tba ouoooootu.l allltOI'J' aUIPaign ot loot oprlQS and oould not have ooao about without tho oooporotlon ot tho ~rloan aacl Brltloh GoYeraaenta. 
&!torte haYo aloo been a ade throu&h tbo preoo and radio to drlYe a .. 4&• bot .. on tho UDltecl &tatoo and Great Brltaln Oft tha - bancl . aiWI t o play ott tho .l116lo­Suon p-ro aaain.t tbo Soylat 11D1on on tho other. 'l'heao tao to aro plain to 0117- e o roacla tbo dally proaa. Sucb ortorta were do-4 to failure • ae tho reault e ot tho Moaoow aDd !ohraa Cooterenooa haYO doaonatratod• but tbet Ulo7 wore .. do at all h -at dbhoartenins. 

'l'ho rooont eltuatlon ln tho Lebanon . which hae happily boon r oaadlod . s a•• turthor oY1deno• or an 

app-nt 
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apparent wllllngnoaa to aubord1Data tho war attort to 
polltlcal conaldoratloa.. 

Plnally thoro baYo bean clear lndioatlona ot a 
dotor.tned arrort to build up a narrow apirlt ot Pronoh 
nat1onal1• rosardla .. ot c-.o~-·· While no -
1D thla oount17 baa &D)"thiDS bat QIIP&tb7 tor tbo doolro 
ot tbo Pro nob pooplo to resaiD tholr natural place, 
nothlns but dlaaator aan ea.. traa a pollc7 wb1oh 
atr1••• to unite Prono~n by au~l7 lnculoattns 1n 
t~ & aonao ot gPlOY&DOO a&alnot tOPOllft cOUDtrloa 1D 
s•noral and their trlenda and alllea ln partlau.lar. 
~. groatnoaa oaanot be oabloYod thPoush auob tactlca, 
nor can lut1Dg untty bo oroctod on ouch a tOWIIlatloa. 

I .. onl7 br1ns1DS thoao tacta to 7our attention lD 
order tbot 7011 .. 7 loao no opport'lllllt7 to polnt out to 
GoMPal do Gaulle and tho Mllbora ot tho 0-lttoo tbo 
~-•• ot tholr proaont oouroo not onl7 to tbo cauoo 
or tbo United ••tlona but to Prance ltaolt. 

7ba pPlnolploa .otlYatlDg thla Ooyoraaont baYO bean 
oloarl7 aD4 troquont17 aot tortb, u -11 •• lta olnaoro doalro to eooporato with tbo Pronoh eo..lttoo ot 
•aUonal Llboratloa wlthlD tbo tr-worlr daacrlbed ln rq 
atat ... nt ot Ausuat ae, 1841. !bat doalro ia unabansod. 
It dlaaatlataotlon oxlata ln tho alnda ot General de 
Gaulle and bia adriaara 1t h not duo to aJQ' laolr: ot 
a,_.athy wlth Pronab probla .. or ch•nao ot pollc7 oa our 
part. It arlaoa traa tbo taot tbot OoDoral 4o Goullo 
and h1.a poraonal aupp0PtaP&o boYlDg Sa1Do4 thair laaaa­
dlato ODda, are no lonsor aatiatio4 wlth tbo role which 
••• anriaaso4 wbon tho Ooaaalttoo ••• aatabllaho4. ID thla connootlon it ia worth rooalllac tba ottiolal 
••••as• tranaal tto4 to tb1a an4 otbor Oonrnaonta by tlw 
Coaaalttoo •• one ot lta tlrat ottlclal aota 1n lUna 18tS. 
7ba ••••as• aald, ln partt 

•ID contoralt7 wltb tho lottera oxobaftlod 
bet-an Oonorala Glrau4 and do Gaulle, tho Cca­
alttoo wlll turn OYOP lta p-.ra to tbo prorlolonal 
goYeraaont tbot wlll be aatabllabo4 1n contoralt7 
wlth tbo lawa or tho lopubllo •• aoon •• tbo 
llberatlon ot Ketropolltan torrlto17 wlll peralt lt 
an4, at tho lateat, upon tho total llboratlon or 
Prance.• 
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It ia hard to reconcile t hia atatement with the 
claiaa which are being put forth with 1ncreaaing rre­
quenc:r and inalatence ! 'roa llghra and notabl:r with 
Gener al de Oaulle'a obaervation before the Consultative 
Aaaeabl :r that the CQL~ttee knowa aDd reela that lt 1a 
the Government or the French Republic. 

Aa tar •• th1a Ooveraaent ia concerned auch clat.a 
poaaeaa no validity. We regard 1t •• our duty to the 
French people , tor which wa will be accountable to 
hietory, to r eapect no other ver dict than their own and 
t o aaaiat in bringing about conditlona under which that 
verdict can ba freely aacertainad at the earlieat poa­
aibla data. We tiraly believe that Prance wil l rlaa 
again as a great nation and, by the very rorce or the 
French love or liberty and i ndependence, will inevitably 
raaaaert ita graatneaa through the exerciae or tree 
~overnzental i natitutiona. 

It la obvioua troa the tecta to which I have alluded 
t hat your teak aa Repreaentative or t he United States 
to the French Comaittee or National Liberation will not 
be without di f ficulty, but I have ful l confidence in 
your ability to uphold the policies or thia Oovornment 
and at the aaae time to convince all with whom you come 
in contact that those policiea are inspired aolely by 
friandahlp t or the French people . The Prench nation, 
led by the gallant men and woaen Who are raaiating the 
enemy in Prance itaelt and aupported by French patrlota 
and friendly alliea overaeaa , ia atirring in ita bonda . 
No peopla in the world look f orward aore t han the people 
or the United States to the day, drawing aver nearer, 
When Prance will eaerge rra. t he ehadowa with new atrength 
and vigor to reauae ita rightful place and to contribute 
ita genius to the building or a juat and lasting peace. 

Ver:r aincerel:r youra, 

HRANI<i.Hi D. ROOS~ 



I -
• ..r.c: r: lw 

Ont~o Januury li , 1944 

)ocretury or .tate , 

rtec '{~ ,.,. ; / ·-?--_...-

· .. usbi!ll.ton. 

A-15, Jun uary 12, ll u.~ • 

•. t~\ls or t.l.ul pluo1nt. of sonc .w1or1orul troopu unc.or 
~no COLlln"ll!l Of •'l' UJlCll (;llnorol Jul.n on ttlo l L1.1.liun l'l'Oilt 
~<ail \1elcoae<i bl the; J eeooh_£ .• l~,erierule in an cd1t.or1nl 
on Junue.ry 11 \t.lio/1 11110 110!'9 11o.r0lly t!·ieno.ly t<Noru t he 
United v tatos tu-< n r.nytnirlt.. noted in to he looul pr., lla 
tor sorte t it:u, 

'l'lle Jf'pcoh 3 co...a~otocl. that ",,;:;.erioo , \.nictt •'lldl 
alreauy J)Ut nt. •..u· d1a,~~os1t1on tt.u nell.Us or roeuuint; 
tho tte ht l.l.t41nut C•>l'.UtiDY by ur.nia... und au;•.-lylnt. uo 
coos rurtller in ita homo.t,e" by ; lacing sotoe .J:Oor1oan 
troops under <.Hl.' co=nc., t~nCI Clecl,.roo. tb.,t ~he u1,;:­
n1r1canoe or t ill~ f;ae turo is Ll.lCII u01·e th.:.n b CHI1lOll­
$trut1ilG of l'il'lllle wilita.ry .:~oli<•ur1ty. 

'"1'1\i.:~ aev JJroo.l' o1 tho uun1'i<11mC o Lbat L nu :1111 t •l<.t 
, to too l.tus in J·r-i nCb ut ll truc1c opooh ot luu• hintor,y, " 
tho J 1 pP.ct\8 aad.,<i, "18 0. aOlBt.lll douiul Of t.ll&ly ,lll'Oj,HI­
f:nnd!l to tho e rroct t;Ju~ t/lo .rrenCtl :..r~,>il'v l.s 'btJj liL 
eJCploit"a as u v1o t1... .-mer1ca hns Clawor.~trc..te<, ut 
the .~oraent .,,tum ull LhiJ .. lljua ut~tions ~r ll l•.- tn. cullca 
tO t;!!thor tht) rru1tll Of \'1otory, th'-'t Stt! Jk\!1 IIE.V(.r 
oeescd to consinc.r I r.tnoo 111\r ul l)', no<. t!. ... L t~.c &,,1rit 
or 19lt rc11:ns .l •. dys ~n the Crtlt e.!'~;ity or :.rt1o wt.ich 
u:11tes tbc t.ro n .t1onJ. Jctt~:r -:.;u.r. ;,ny :speEJol., tllie 
transfer or o part or t i:P . ...-.er1con ~ou..'ln .... :.o • reach 
Con::I!Uitl , shoua .. mlt o. e1n,_l& anc: r.o!Jle t!lOUc.ht .. e:ll<.>n~ 
stretes tlle (li{'~ntiO ."i(,ht into l<tliCh tao \lnl tud _.tutOS 
i s br1ll{;i nc; .. 1tuout rostr1ot1on, ·•1t bout a bllot:\lu.re1 
tL.Ju{.nt , nll uor .:;o,,ur, ull .u·r rouu.lrCt -3 , ttll llc1· 
jll'09t1,:o - - th.:. unn1h1lt<tion oi' t he coJo~~.~on u.~olll)' o.nd tho 
roeutr.Gli sluJient or 11 bo-rty in the .. orlu . '' 

Tho 



.. 2- • .rt- 15, J .n n ·y 12 , 11 A .u. 
'1'ne -oho u' . .leer ulao described tho nunounocment us 

"t;rtJilt anc LOOd nt:ws, 11 desori!Jin, .. the puttint 01' SOLie 
-~ori or:.n troopu under / rencll 1..or.1 ~una. us o.n "honor wtd a 
stt~p w.tich otln .1uvo , .. ;rettt consnqueHoeo. '' ...'he Lol,o ueult 
a t lent,;th on t 1e teol.~.nl o1::11 o ii'ficultiuo involV(Jd i n 
cer t: int: t lle l r oncb unu .weri c un Jailitary 3ystwus i n suoh 
a oo:iliuana. , anu n sscrtcd t lllit "on thE} vor~e o1' t he invasion 
o1' the continon t , t n1 s fraternity of urtaa ttnd of oowul.Und 
roali~od on It.ll i~n territor~ ca n 1~ua to e reutor a evol­
optaent s . '' 'l'he cai t or1u1 adti.ecl taut "it is to b e !loped 
thut tlle hono1· confc;rrou on Gl'ner lil J uin LlElY be u p1·oluue 
to a , rectt~r ~t rticiputi on oy tho l'r ttnch vo..w.&anc.. in tl,e 
.. ..!lieu Cowbine..t. (;lliefs of ..-tt\J'l' . " 

'r!1c .. .J.~er •Le,>ulllicttin <.111.1 not oo . .J.~aont Lillled.idtely 
on tho M n ounoo .. ,tmt, aevo ttillL 1 ts edi torb.l of ,iunW:lry 11 
to the deTl.f.lnc.s i n tla o .. :rovi s i oh::.l Conoultatlvt: .. ~s::~et.!ol; 
for urminc tile rss i s t c:.nce ulem.enta ia .... etrop.Jlitun £'runoe. 

Copy t o 1\.I:leriot~n .l!."iahnst~:; , Lonuon. 
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THE WHITE HOU S E 

WASHINGTON 

J anuary 14, 1944 · 

Pleas(' s e e tha t t his d i spa t ch 
r r o:n lt.lg i ers - Uo . 124 - i s brOU¥ht , 
ve r y cont i don t.ial ly , to the uttenti ou 
of Gener a l ~i s enhower , wno has Just 
lett on hi s r eturn t o Lonuon . 

J!' . L . h . 

C"n""i ,..n t · ul "'3 1"' ""'lr t:.n -:> .... ,.~; l~'>nt and St>~ .. ,.,tU""" n"" S'' ';<> , 1 ·1:' -!..!, 1 f-ern '''lls~n 1 1la .,.-q , -r"n,..1 1n" 1"'" · ~,. Lq~t-~ ~c ,., !ls~ irn" . 



0 0 p y 

February 1 , 1944 

Dear Admira l Glassford: 

The r ecei pt is neknowlodgod of 
rour letter of 21 January to the President , 
transmittinG a note addr essed to you by 
Gener al Barrnu in r egard to r.! . Boisson. 

I am pleased t o t el l rou that <~E> 
have received infor mation t o tho effect 
t ha t no further action will be t aken against 
Ll . Boisson pr ior t o the establishment of a 
govornmont in Franco . 

Sincerely, 

/S/ l'lillirun D. Leahy 

Vice Admiral Olaesf ord 
The American Mission 

Dakar , \'lest Africa 



i 

.. 
THIE WHITIE HOU81: 

WMHI NGTON 

w .. ,.Ri ut\.!.:tuU~ flirt 

n!J.liR..L LhnllY : 

how oo you thi rv. I shoulo roply 

to th is v1~ Ad~!r~l Glassford? 

F . L . rt . 



DoCll' r:,.. Preoldont ' 

Al.GIZ!t:l a lott'lr fro10 General L. ~·•, tho or1gir.­

al &.'1<! a free translaUO'l of ..,1~'1 ,.,.... f'>,..,...rde<! to 

P·e let' er. 

gard, ••• Co,~nder-1r.·C~l•f of all r~re~ for eos 

(An::y, J;av:" an' Mr) In r"ff.ne~ "loot Af'riea d•.~rin~ ""'t 

il":UU:l l n D. n~·••v lt Llt»'lll'J 

r 
L 

Tho Whit• !'o·•••· 
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(TRANSlATIOt:) 

Algiers , Jan'Ul.'"Y 16, 1941,. 

Aclniral: 

I a•>proach ;ro•' t o take a step which 13 warranted , 1 t 
seems t o ne, b;t the s:~pathy t'1h1co ··o'l have shnwn f<>l' Governor 
Gen~rnl Boiason. It certainly does not esca'JO :·n•1 that 'le hU3 
been .arrested on a charge of t reason. rtc ~t\Vf· S!)Oken to yor 1 

f r eely r a t her often , Ur. Boisson and I , so lh;;t ;"Ott Ai.:ht h<l 
able to a;>?r aoiate the loyalty of o11r att1t•1de ; only consci entious­
ness in scrvincr our Country has guided all o•tr llCtions , bot h 
before and nfte r !lovenber 1942. 

Rocalltne certain s e rvices 1'1hich "" <:Jay hnve beon abl e 
to perf om f or the /cmer ican Army, I l'll'ite to as'< :·o•t if the 
Anerican Cocmand cannot i ntervene in favor of Governor General 
Boisson. It is or CO'lr se to tho trienO of o<trs which you nero 
goo<l enough to oo thnt I address o;rself first of <lll, b11t it is 
also to the representative of t.he AMerican l.ation that ! pres11me 
to reqLm• t his intervention In favor l'>f lr. Boisson. 

I bee yon to believe, Admiral , in my f elt:,f•tll y devoted 
sentiments . 

(sif.11ed) L. BARRAU 

Gener al of the Arley Barratt, 
16 - Rue Rtchelie•.t, 

Algiers . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January Z7 , 1944. 

l.IE.i~tOMIDU!A FOR: 

tUss Tully . 

I cut the attached envelope before I 
realized 1~ was for the Presi aent . 1 have 
not read the letter . 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WA.SH I NGTON 

J anuary Jl , 1944 . 

how co you t rJUu{ I should r eply 

t o t his vi~ Admi ral Gl assford? 

F . L. k , 

Sec~et letter , 1-24-44, to t he Pres . f~om 
.\om . 'Im , Glassford , .n.merican Mi sst on, Dakar , 
F. n . ;. ., encl. a ll;r . and f ,.ee t,.anslation, 
dated l-l~-44 , to thP Admi,.al , frQrn Gene,.al 
L. Ba~,.au , who was Commanrle~-tn-Chtef of all 
F,.ench fo~cPs tn F:rench '''est Af,..tca during 
most of Gov . Gen . Bo t sson•s tenu~e of offi ce . 
Gen . Ba,.-au asks t ntervent. 1on 1n favor of Gov . 
Gen. Botsson, •vho has been ar~ested on a charge 
of t.,.eason. 



• -
THE W HITE H OUSE 

WASH I N G TO N 

'le bJ"UJ ry 7 , l 94J. • 

.IWIOIW/00.11 FOH 

.m. &UIOllHLI N1 

'lOR l'RLJ'A&'U\JII 0'1 REPLY FOil 

.o1Y SIGuATUru;. 

'I . L. R. 

t 'It • t r Bn· •n~l')<!'tt:- .. c- ..,!"0'"1 Al,.v•" '·""'"~~ . 'll?(l h *'• . , 
•• . f, . , ';'r~e·i,., • on,. T' . C • • 1/11/J.J , t c> t h"' n,..,..,i:ten ~, 
•o•'"' ' Ar tr t n ·~ntall;,t1.0r\ <)r ""f.,(': , CO"V t)r 
h"t n"\lt: tt'>n r"'"' "n"'d "'o"" 011r 1"'1 .. 



(!JWIILA!IOR ) 

1/uhtncton, Januart :51 , 1G44 . 

Hr . Pruidant 

ll1ll 10u perll1 t •• aaa1n \o take adYantaaa or fOur 
hieh baneYolence tor an entiral'l pareonal ooaaunioationt 

fha hour ie near when a111tar7 oonYanhnoa, in \he 
preparation or t he inYaaion, • &7 illpoaa upon the Alll .. 
the hea¥1eet .or al r e-ronei bill t iee toward the Freneh 
people. "'hatner aodalit'l H •&7 be necau&l'f to uea 
tor the pro•lei onal a4a1niltrat i on or llbereted Franeh 
t arr1tor1ee, 1t 1e iaportant ~hat tha role dnolYiQC, 
1n eucb oaGa, on t ba French element ehal l alv&)'e rl2&1n 
tully coapetible v1th reepect tor the Oonat i t ut l onal 
Lav or 1872, on vb1ob 1t voe the 1nten\ 1on ot the 
French people lteelt t o baee ita deaoor at l o suarantiea. 

In tact ae 1o lav, thla tundAIIeotal lav proYid .. 
t or the necaeaitlee or the present alt uation. .~ 
proY1eional French ada1nietratiYa organlen could r atuea 
to ~Pl7 1t without 'braakina v1tb the Freooh conet1-
tut1onal legality, nor without abuee or power to~ard 
a nation•~ v1ll vhloh cannot be e~reaa$4. No Allied 
CoverMeut oould lend 1t eelt t o auoh action vlthout 
1teelt beor1na th1a t wotold reepone1b111ty, pol1t1oal 
and IIIOral . 

The Aaer1oan OoYarnaent , aor e than ant other, l e 
1ntereeted 1n t hle. Ant final eurrandar of pr ino1pla 
would cauee lt to loea, retroepact1Yal)' , the Ju•tlf1oe­
t1on or a poUot al•&l'• plMad, fJ'Oa t he b .. i MlJIIf, on 
the hlghaet ooncaptlon ot pr1oo1pleJ would ax;poea 1t , 
ln the laaa4iate tuture, t o tha untoraaeeabl a re­
action• ot French national opinion: would aeloeiate 
1t , 1n t he tuture, with the reepona1b111tl .. or a 
Frenoh internal nolut1on perhape 1nl t1allt warped. 

Asa1net theae r iaka and aant othera, a etriot 
application or tho lev or 1872, called the 'TraYeneY~ 
l.aw 1 , would opportunely r urniab the beat eatesuards 
political , lesal and aoral. I bop• I aa not 1n41eoraet 
1n t akl n& the 11bert7 to place before your eyee the 
text of that lav, vitb a ·~ note on the eeeentlale 
ot the queetlon at 1uue. 

I bee 7ou to ~ooept , Mr . Prea1~ent, vlth •1 .oat 
te"ent &ood wiebu, tha a~q~reeaion ot 117 .oat reepeettul 
eenUaenta. 

(8) Alene t.ecar 
A1aX11 l.ac•r 
1110 a ''"''• "· v. 



[!JIIA!IILAUOH] 

Law of PebruaJ')' 10, Ul'PI , ,..l aUn t o the part thd 11a.1 be plATed b7 the Oouno1lt Gener al ~nder exoeptlonal olrowutanoae . 

Art i cle 1 . I t t he Katlonal Aaeeabl7 or t he ta auooae41na it ehould be 1llegall 7 d1 eaolYtd or preYented rroa a .. tlna, t he council• central shall aeeenble laaed~ately , aut o­aat1call7 , and wi t hout neoeeait7 or an7 apecial ccnYo­catl on , i n the capi t al or enob department. They ma, uetc~blt anywhere alae l n the depart~:~ent it t he habitual plaoe or t heir aeetinaa eDee not eeea t o otter t hea autt1oi ent guarant l ee t or the llbert7 or their dellber atlone . f he oounoile are Yal1417 ooneti­t uted onl7 b7 the pretence or t he naJorl t 7 or t heir ae:abere. 

2. Un t 11 the ~Y when t he Aeeeably Vb1oh w1 ll be epoken or ln articl e 3 ehall baYe a~Yieed that it i t re6U!arl7 oonetl t uted, tba oounol l sener al eball pr o­Ylde aa a :aater ot uraano7 t or the aal ntenanoe ot t he publlo t r anquility and t he l aaal or der . 
3. An Aeeaably co:poeed ot tvo delebatea elected by each oounoll general , lr. aeoret commi ttee, shell aaet i n the pl ace where the me~bart or tbe le«al wovarnaar.t and the deput iet wbo haYe bean able t o et­oape t he Ylolenoe haYe acne . Tbe Assembly or deleaatee ia Yalldl y oonatitu•ad only when one halt ot the depart­aenta, at l eaet, are repreeent e4 in it . 
t . fbit Aeaaably thall be oharced with takinc, tor the whole or France, the ~aent aeuuree whlob are neoeaeltated by the malntenar.oe or or der and eepeoiallJ t hoee Wboee purpoee it it t o re t ur n t o t he National Aaeeably the tullneae or i t a in4epen4enoe an4 th e eaeroiee or i ~ • rishte. I t • ••a ~o ~b• central a4-a i nietration or the country pr oYielonally. 
c. It auat d1etolYe at eoon a t the National Aea .. bl7 thall have b .. n r eoonatHuhd b7 t he at~tlna or the aaJori t J or the aaabera thereof at an7 poi nt or t he ter rit or , . I t euoh reoonetitut i on oan no~ bt aoooa­plilhed i n t he c~ntb foll owi ng the eYanta, t he Att .. blJ ot del&&atee .uet decr ee a call t o the nat i on t or seneral eleotlone . Itt powere thall oeaae on t he day when th e nev National Aaaambly it ooneti tute4 . 
o. !be 4eoh1one or t he .ua .. blJ or clalecatee auet be ezeout e4 by all ottioiale, aaen~• or tn• aut horU7 an4 ooaaandere or t he public I oree, eubJ Mt 

' o baiOC cle .. ecl p11'7 ot uladaln1UraU on. 

!11/Nia WL1 



On t he applicat i on ot the Constitutional x. .. ot 18, 2, called t he -Treveneuo Law", ar.d on the c"unter J'I"OJeoh ot the Alsiort Committee t or the oon ct ltution ot a pro­Vltlonal Oov~rnaent or Adoiniatretlon in l1berete4 ~anoe. 

I 

The will or the rrench people, 1n ita loet and tree conttitut1onal expretaion, undertoe~ t o t eaure !tselt, !~ oaat ot nat1o,al diaaeter, ot the nectt lai"T guar~ntlaa acn1nRt a dual r lokl ubaenoe ot adm1n1stra­t1 "lrJ ar.d ueur,at lon or power a. Thaoe gu rente .. uoe iroo~r ":~rated l n t he Cor: aU tut1onal Law or February 16, 19?2, called t he 1Tr evenauo Law • . 
rhe policy ot the /~eric~ Gover ~a, t with reiPeO' to oocu~ied rr~.o• 1n katp! n0 wit h 1nterntt1onal l aw, th~ d .. oor at ic tradition end the ~ell underttood inter••• ot • .o.lur! •too r~lat1~. • bet wee .• the F'rencb people RLd t. "' "-"er1o&.1 p.,ple, a1.'lla oxaotl7 at not wealten1•<g or oompro,1einc t bote cuar anteee ln an7 way, unt il the libar ted Freno~ people bAt been put i n a poe1t 1on to 41epoee treel y , 1tselr, ot 1t ; oonatitutlonal order . 
·~~pect tor the 'renoh ltcal or~tr ?rtor t o the Arm1et1oe and t or the l87C Oonatltutlcnal Law l r pa~1ou1ar had bean proola1mt4 man1 a t 1mt b~ tho oon~rolllng aa\bor1~ tlaa or r1sht 1ng France: 

1. By O!!n<tr ol de Gaulle, at euly ae •:ove~btr 14 1940, ln the Or~anlc Declaration ot BrazlOV1l~t ( 1deepi•e the etaaulta aocnltted at f lahJ, t be iona~ltut;gn r taa1n1 lt!all¥ 1n roroe•. 1 I n t he abttnce o a ree ar11 ... n,, tunctlonlng rasul&rly, Fr•noe could have cade lh w1 U kno~. by t bt great vol oe ot 1t1 Oanernl Couno1l•J the Otneral Oouna1l t could even, ~er 5ht Liw i' Fa~ryerz 10, ~ and l n vtav or the illec ity ot t be t oby organi­litlOn, at tend t o th~ general ada1nletrLtion of the o,u,.try, but the eeld organluU on, by a eo-celled dtor11 or Aucu.t. 20t 111~ , pi"Oblblted thea rroa •tt'lnl• and bJ the allect« av or Oo ' ober 12, 1940, u repl .. ed the~ by Cou~laaione ~~~oln~td b)' t he central power • • • 1) 

2 . liJ 



-2-

2 . 17 Oenerale de Oaull t end Oireu~ , i n an ex~• ot O:;len letter • a1d aersor anda , on the auura 10e ot wh1oh t he All ied OoTernaente agreed to taTor tha eetabll ~ent 
at Alglera ot a r e0 \ae ot rrenah adm1n\etre t 1Te un1'1· (:xPl lo\t reterenoa to the lB?g Lay). 

~. Bt the A~iere Cosa1t t ee , 1 t t Or·an1o vr. ina -oe ot June J , Ul~, 81h.bl1abin& \he 'irre11oh 
Co~lttee ot at1onal Liberation • (Article ( : 1 Tbt 
rrenob CouiHu ot l<ational. Li ber ation thall axeroht 
1~e du~iee until tLe ~ate ~en the atata Qt the terr1torr 
~111 allow ot the t oreat1on, 1o aasoroaroa f1th the ~IWa yr She Atpib11f, o r a proT1e1onal oTtrnaen t o wnlo 
~ &hall turn oTer 1~ p~~•re 1 ). 

That aa.'Dt legal order It now repudiated bt the 
Al0 lera Co~it.tee , under t~e abtoluta autbor1t7 ot lte tole Chal~n, General da Oaullt . 

wuob repudiation alre'd1 a pe.rtd, b7 l~pllc tlon, 
tro~ tLt Or dlnanot ot epte=bor 171 1~~~ . on the appoint­
~•nt ot a pr oT1a1onal Ooneul t at1Tt Attt~bly . It a~ptara, 
t~reuly, trag all tbt ;ll'OJtcte ottlol&lly ~<OrlttG out tor ~. conet1tut1on ot a proYialonal OoYernzent or 
~iniatration on t he tarrltor1 or cotropol1tan . ranee tbat c~· bt libtr•ted. The Conttitutional Ltv ot 1872 
h r•J•otad toraall7 by •:r. dt Mt ntbon , Co:elnloner tor J~ttice , in bit ott1c1al report or Oece~ber 18, 
l•~~ . to ~bt Preeident ot t he Con•ul t a t 1Ye Attt~bl7· Tu\1 will bt done tundaaent all7 l r all new pr oJect 1 ~ore or ltle reTaaped, that •A¥ be eubaitted t o the All ied Goverr~ontt tor ap~roval , t or what the Alg1ere 
CoQD1ttee, ur.der dt Oaullitt d1reot1~n . oan no lo~ser -.ree vith i n the purou1 t ot ita poli tical Y1ewe lt preoiatly tbkt ayett~ ot &UAr~•teee inttltuted by tbt 
L&6i•l•tor or 18721 poatponaeent ot an1 OJ"ian1aat1on ot cantril power unt ll at lent halt t he I>epart .. r.tt 

• have boun liberated; ina~urat1on b7 riGht , at that tlm,, ot a P~Y1a1onal Aea.a~ly ot dele&atet ot the Oeneral Oouno111 elected pr ior t o tho national crltle: tLe exero11e, before that Cet t ot all local adA1n1atra­
uve authority b7 t he Cieneral 6oWlo1l or t&Oh Depart­ment . 

Aa 1or11J at General de Ciaullo bel1 oYed that be bad to gw.ranl.at hUleelf qlinat the dancer ot non- Oaulllet 
de epot1eaL bt lo~£417 i nvoked tl.e unoYoldable preoeph ot t he 18'72 1.&v; he breako away tree 1\ &I eo on u bt r.e td cor.oern hlattlt on11 w1tb i npotins hit own de tp0,112. 

libat 



lalat he YO't'1 J ueC\y onnd...ulM "' a ,1olot1on of oon­ot1tut1?nal lav on the !)art of \ he V1oi:I,Y or&anlut1on, lfl p ri'01tely \Obat t bal. Alah:re CoU41ttoe p :ree14ed oYor by Mn al.rellt\1 hu 1:0 Ha oredHI 1:he clluolut1on ot the Oe 10ral CounoU. Ot' Co:r1110a by ll:rdlnMCO 'If llooll"lbl!l' <t, Sl4~ - or on 1 t • ~:I'OI?"MI the :repl!lO&Piont 111 nottropol1t•m ..,.c ••oe of the ll11n"r nl Oouno 111 by urol,ra:r1J.Y onnat1tutel4 Co ~•1eetone . 

II 

,IJ- . •le Hanthon ' e :re!)Ort. cla .na, t or the Als1era Co. ·41ttep, an 1Med1ute aolzure or power ln f'ronoe, fJ'?M tbP f1rat atage of portlol llboratlon . 
The oontrudlotlon 1e f la&rnnt betveen that , ro-1•oesl and t h e prov hlon of t. hc Oonetauuve Or cllnanoo or June J , l:l4:'! ( \rt . o&) , which t'o.rlllllllY l1.•1te ... the '0~ 10 of the Co~llotee or attnnal Ll.beratlor. (by aubJeot. _nt: 1111}' poulble tot't:latlon or a prov1alonAl novel'' "'ent to 1 Llt' '!.~wg e{ t.ht R£Pub~10 •) . !lo the n1p0r l.e.r (RApporteur vo 6. allege, 1rat. of all , that "no text nt the 1876 Oon11 t .tutlon covoro the l:'oraatton ot a pr ov1e1nnal Oovernr..en t • . D•Jt. ho lo­~~~d~atoly oon~rnd1ote h!Aaelt b) invoking, n ~· ' her pol.·•t , tile opln~o .,r P:roto..,or ;)usu1t (th !ll;t at IUII.r.Jr·l ty on Frenoh o •nst1tut1o:'lol l~twl r "The Aaelll:lbly o: 1070 tlniiO;ht 1t all1'1aal:h t o >l"'lVldo for t..e c ae ot lllld l ltl.uolutloa ana t.o or ,,a;,_n p u••on • ,. 

!=c~gpo,: t?3~n~~ 1f ii te. ,.,~r~ 1'i&~: :t1r',.~;:;:~ 10 • .1fl22.., ltuOifll W\"lr l;bfl ,_. 0 t; e • r"eYIIII\IO Law ~lt Contl.1tut1onnol , Vol . IV, P• 68,) • • no AJ&ln oontru(l1ote hin11'tt, f arther on, by 1:11ruelt 1uvolr.1nc t .o T:reveni\IO Lav •• 1 t l:l11 only l "gW. toT,!; haY1zll. c~ 1\•J'la~ed \b1 ••tobl1tbpens of a proY1n1qn&l j!\)V?f ll110Je " 

~~ Aepo:rtor t hen Gtr lvea (a turt.h~:r ccntrP01ot1on) t o oonte1C onlY t he par t icular oes e 1n • low: •wo are not ur.der the clrou•ut ar.oo oonteo:~pl'\teo by the • l'CTODI\IO .. "• vhloh • th.t nr an u:ecal. dln.olutlo•· or the arl1~ent• . It 1e the raot , however , tb~t ~ o a ae 111 oertatnl:Y t h"t ot an 1 l.l.lclgHl l!l1111olut1on • ot t~ Par11a•ent, at l e,ct 11noe t ho eu~r"111on ot the ortloee ot tbe two C!:~Asbere , at n tl.•e when ~~el:r •••s1on• ver a orly ru~·en(led . Thnt fnct 11 toraal lT e shblhhe(l by t ho ott1c1al proteat ot Pree14enU J~ .nneney And H"'M'io t, 1n t !lolr ?tt1o18l. letter to .• .u·thal l'l taln ot Auc\l~t ;51 , ltt4 2 . f'urtb-rti, ·~e 

elN~aata.noe 
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o \ roumat anoe oont ecsplat ed 'by tba fra'leneuo t.av• , 11 not •••n l 1a lte4 t n the oae• o t e n •tll t g 6 \ 4 1,•gluJ\gn e' 
t he Parll~~t •a Art l ol e l ot t hat Lnv nlao oove~a t a 
01\U l n wi o tho llatlonal Aua•bl y ehoul4 'ba meral7 
•pr evented f roM •eot\nc "· so Gen4rnl de Gaulle, in b11 
orgonlo d!tOlar atlon or JJrau av1lle , denounolnc the 
l llagoli t y or th~ ~eaeuree adopt~ at Vtohy rgalne t 
t he General Counolla , bad hlnt al r recngnl~ed the ap. 
plicat ion of the ~veneuo Law 1n any s i t ua t ion creat ed 
'b~ to r oe, ouch aa tho t or ,ot ed by tho re~lne ot Karahal 
P6ta1n . 

The Reporter rur \ her e t t en t ho t ac t , nga1net t he 
aopllc~t1on of t he Treveneuo Law, thn~ t he mandate ot 
t he General o.,uno1l a bad axn1r ed. TniA argur:~ant can 
not 'be ma1n\alned uader llrenob r epu'bl 1oon llootr1n~ , 
accor ding to which t he Aa• embl1ea are ext ended tor t he 
whole duratlo~ or the war. And bow ooul4 the mandata 
or the General Counclla exolre, unOer t he except ional 
conlllt ion• unOer whlch the Const i tution t nt ended to 
substitut e thelr power s to~ t~o 1a ot the Chaaoer e t ht m­
oetvea7 I t l s t he assembly or t belr delegates which 
1e to 1 s ae to t he l egal admln1rtr~t 1on ot t he count ry 
prov1e1onall y1 , pen~1ng t he 1 reoon•t1 tution ot t he 
lat1on111 At<aetobl y 1 , or 11f euoh oonau t utlon canno t be 
occompl1sbed v1th1n a mont h lift er t he ooour r enoaa• , 
t hat 1a, ~ending t he gener al el ec t lona vatoh 1t mnd 
1t alone 11 entruet ed wl t h orgen1a1ngl 

Laetly, by a f inal oontr e0\ ct1on , vb1oh co~alete 
1n dl eouoalng t he oopor t unane• • or t he Trtveneuc Law 
Grter having denlad 1t e ve11d1ty, t he R8port e r r nl aes 
\ he fol lowi ng t actual pol nt a t hat t he Gener al Couno1lt 
wltl 1nolu0e nuseroue member s who hftwe been oo~roPltad , 
"eit her e e members o f t he Par l1••ent vho voted full 
power• to t he P&ta l n Govern~ent, or 'by t ba1r part1c1pa­
t 1nn ln the Department al ~aee•b11ae oonet1tutee by t he 
Laval Gover nment •. ~oth1ng 1e Mor e leeltlmat~ , t o be 
eur e , then care r ecnr dl nt purgln&• 9ut such pur ging 
can nnd ought t o 'be nooompl lehed 'by t he Oounclle thea­
Pel• ee. I t 1e a at r tot prlnel ple t n democr acy t ha t 
when an ansen'bly 1 & t he organ ot the no t i onal eover e1gn\ y 
it and lt alone hAe the power t o r eaowe t t e unwor t hy 
menher s or t o pero1t t he proe~ut l one wh1ch wlll eetabl lab 
t heir unvnrtb1ne~• · And euch oaee~'bllea , l n t he aldat 
ot a nat ional er l ole, neoe~enrlly devel op under ~be • oat 
1au:~edi11te praePurr• ot' public opini on . The most r eroo1ous 
pur g1ngL t hat or th~ f~rror even, or genl 1ed d~lnc t he 
rrenoh Revolution 'by t he Ooaal t t ee ot Publlo Bet•ty, 
ott~ted t he a~bere or t he Convention only 'b7 n vot e 

ot \bat 
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Of Ula' ao ... lJl Hlflnclhl ,. \bo IIOY•onh an4 lUllS.. to"auono or op nloa. lbo GenoNl eo-uo will 'bo 1n a 1004 pool,lon •o PIIPODcl to 'bo 4oaan4o ot op1n1ons \bo nuabor ot \bo1r ....... t .. lll'• 'ol lur\allaon•o ancl ~~~&HJ~hoo, •' all oYonh, \be larpo' U.llo tor tbe ool11Uon ot .Ia Da111 .. 11 on17 h 'bo cloolpahcl, 1n oMb Depar\llon~\o tbe prot'111ou1 Aoo•'blJ. !bon •oo, \bo .. " r .. , \ba' , b., woro 'bN,all7 411oo1Yoct '117 'b• Y11b;J Ocwornaont 1n U11lt appoaro \o a ow \ba' \be aa,JorU7 ot t~ no no• taYorallll or 1n4llllon\ \o \bat FIIUI· fta17 wlll 'bo oUU loll 101 1n 'ho la'"' •'•" or \ bo naUonal a\ .. opboro. 181onUall1 ••••Uoo, ancl tor \bat raaoon .. ,, cllrlltb •o 'be llobuh ot pullo H ntlaon,, \be7 rotloot 1\'0lllUon 'o oueh a point tba,, Wlclar ' bo fhlrcl llopllllllo, \belr 'b11M1al cliOl araU ono alwqo proYLclocl \ho 801t auUionUo lnclloaUono ot tho naUonal will or \be oo~&n\FJ llotoro \ho ranowal ot tba Lll1olat1Yo Aoa.-'IIU••· 

III 
Ill roalU7, 'be All1oro c-1 noo ho4 alroa4J '-ton w1\b \bo Jlroneb 111a1 orctor, 117 1h Ol'cllnanoo or lop\• llar 17, lt411 on \bo oroat1on ot • Oon.ulta,1Yo Aoo•'bl7 (parUoiUarlJ no ArUilo 10, on \be ao\bocl or oono\1-\ utlftl a proY1o1oftal IDYarnaon•>· eu'bot1tllt1ftl tho ar'bUrarr Lcloa ot 1011U•ao7 tor 'b• 1cloa ot lllall\7, 1\ t bon ••rlkoo Ollt roool•'•l1 Ln 'ho riYOlll'10Gar7 ooneopt ot •a hklftl ot power '117 tho h'oneb [torooo otl roo1o,anoo•, \ba' Lo, 1n r oa11t{• 117 tbe Ooaalttoo or rlaU onal LlDOraUon, '111114 •' 1 1 own pllalllPI on wba\ U oall o, t or Lh noocto, a 1 111por1or Oollno11 ot \ bo llooll\anoo•. 

ftao Alclll'l Ooaa1Uoo wolllcl llkl, •' looo\, \ o 'bo dlo to J••Uf7 ftUl~ Ulllal ••=Uon ot power. 1tr. cto IContbln o oo atbonUo r Uoan \racll U on of proYlolonal IO"OrnDonto 1 • !bat ll tor11t,lftl tbo 011011\lal cllrt..--o 'botwooo \bo prooont oLH•o\anOII 

ancl 
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an4 \booo of 1148, or ft'on li'Pl. fhl naUonol reYoluUon, 
prepare4 for an4 MOOIIPlhbe4 o' 'ba' Uao wUbln rranoo 
1'oo1f, on fl'oo t01'1'1tor,, oontron•tnc tho rronoh notion, 
woo 'ba' of o wbolo fl'oo poopll, trool7 1nfono4 tor o 
lone tiao, tba w111 of 'llb1oh wu flnallJ oxprouod wlth 
o tull und ... ohn41nc or tho aaUor b7 aanddoo that 
W ... O l noontootablo ln f aOt 1 e"rOn when tha7 WOI'O 11'­
raclllal'. NoUonol ropr .. onbtion wu tbon doolarod 
und ... tho opon oq and not b7 t ho Yo1ooo of oland .. tino 
IP'OIIPII tho lood1nc op11'1to than woro wUb1n tho notion 
1tooltl r oal pol1t1ool l oadorei publ1olJ rooocn1aod 
and to lowo4 01 ouoh, '11110 11 po 1t1oa1 ldoao and praotloo 
had boon ablo to dhplOJ 'h•oolYoo o11ar17 under tho 
or1t1oa1 caao or publ 1o op1n1on; l aetl7, no lOCal pro­
Oo4lli'O euoh •• that pi'OYlded b7 tho 18'12 Law 'hon oz1otod, 
wbloh oould bo 1apoood 01 a ropublloan SUII'onho pre"r1oud7 
ootablhbo4. 

"bat 11 rooocnhod b7 t ho boa\ qual1t1od ropr .. onta­
t1Yo ot t ho ooa1-ott1o1a1 do Oallll 1ot prooe, Mr. Qu111o1 
( o41tor or 1La Maroo1llo1eo• or Als1ore and or t ho 
t o .... r 1X...oo11laho1 or London ) 11 that o tl'llo notional 
roprooontat1on oon not bo founded toda7 on olandoot1no 
1 1'0\IPII 1Tho Oonolllta t1Yo AteoablJ dooo not pooeooo 
an7 portion or tho notional 10YoroS..nt7. It oon not 
poao111 lt. ror 1t 11 not tho rooul t or on oloot1on. 
Tho tonor (aoab ... o) or P ... uaaont woro ooopto4 b7 
roprooont ot1Yo olMonte or tho1r roopoot1Yo partloo, 
Juet ao t ho 4olos atoo or tho Ree1otanoo .... , oooptod 
b7 roprooontatiYo olMonto or tho Ol'lanhoUono l n 
wblob tbo7 foucbt, lllliSir_lbll 1111ta&:lml1 1.114 ROlli liftf!'PY' tpw11SlgftLi;n;Jiijii Jjftiieffil\j! (Jan. 1 , 

And U 11 1n4oo4 tl'llo that tho II'OIIPI of roo11tanoo 
oan not boooao pol1t1ool torooe, 1n o ronoaoont doaooroo7, 
boforo t ho11' otl'\lotlli'O 1toolt oan haYo boooao dN ooratlol 
under that oontrol b7 tho adhoronto, ot looet, and ln 
o broadol' WOJ b7 publ1o op1n1on, 11111oh 1 t 11 obooluhl7 
lapo .. lblo to 1nouro 'undor tho .,otor1ouo and otton 
prooarlouo oon41\1ono ot olan4oet1n1t7"• I n ohort, 
rool fl'oo4oll or oxpr .. llon aut\ tll'et hOYo boon r .. t orod. 
Tho 171t .. ot AooNbl1 .. pi'OY14o4 t or b7 t ho 18'72 Law 
11 oa1non'1J t oYorablo to ~ root orat1on. 

IY 

Tho oppl1oat1on or tho Law or Juno 10, 1872, 
outhol'1tot1Yo1J, ln op1r1t ao woll •• 1n lott ... , 11 noodod . 

In 
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Ia 1\t 11\tNl appllaa\lOft, u p&l'antttl tbe eon-

1111111\J or \be .._.110011 lOCal -.r, \ be la" ODO 
Wl1ob \be wUl of \be ,.._ -lo pYo UoolJ' flooel71 
u 1o U.O l ,o.l pan1an o r \be law, f or U.Ot p-lo 
ldUob 11 OD be ft1 t o bel"' ll•ordo4 and t o ll-tlftC 
1\oolf troa tbe Y1obr r011DO· In 1to op1rlt, 1t t .... 
\ o ,....., to a atnt- Ult rllk of 4tapoU• retul.U.QC 
fro. ecta o f Ylol-.tt acat-n•t natlon&l repree•tatloa 
&114 -·"~''' U 11114orhkoo t o phoo 11114or \be ... thorn , ol Aoo•IIUoo no..UlJ olN\14 Mrorelw>d u.o 
aa1ntenanoe, flrtt ot a11.1 •o r "'ltUo tf'~qu1111 t7 an4 
t be lec;al order• 1.n 111b wpart•en tJ then a •aeneral 
a4alnlttr•t1on of tbt oount~1 [ one of tbt pr i nolpal 
oltJeo t t or lllblob lhall bt t o 1 •• t o nat ional rep~ 
ttn t atlon 1 Sht tullnttl of 1te 1n4t pt ndt net and tbt 
•••rolat ot l te r~te•. &uob a ~11'1\ ac•••• with 
the ••PJ -.p1r1t of tbt Aat rloan po1117 ot llberetlon, 
•• lt hat been r epeatt4l.r and toNall7 proolal•t4, 
to tht P'rtnoh people b7 \ht hl.lhtet Ptpreeentatl.Ytt 
or the Aat.rlo&n people. 

Tbt taot that the Alaltl"t o ... ttttt nov fttlt 
haapert4 b7 the proY1t1ona ot that t.aw 11 t he "'U7 
J~a\ltloatlon t or 1ta ~lloatloA, t or the tan4aaantal 
l 4oa o r o.ll \be proJMh wol'llo4 011\ In .t.lc1oro f or \be 
arr1Yal ln PranGe le t~ ••rT on• or t~ 1•e41att 
att\aptloc or 111-cal po•• or t he '--e41att eurelae 
o r a 4a t.ot o edaJ.n htratlon PJ"eP&Pa t OI"J' to 1\iab. 
u-Uon o f power. fo thooo 41root on4o Art1olo 2 
Ot the Law oppGIII 1'1 proY1110nll ... .,.nel~11U7 f or 
tba fl.Jott ... _,.. Of .l..IIA1 ... lAlttn.tlOA t ntftttecl 
oni.J t o \ be Clonoro.l O.iiiiT£ ln ooob DoporUont pon41"1 
\be roculor -unc or tbe Dolocatoo or t11o Oonero.l 
-1lo of be1J' of \llo ~onto, tbet 11, w1\lloot 
4ee1d1A& Mtoreban4 oD an7 ot tU ••••u:r.• ot gperel 
ac1a1nl•irat1on "''"eel t o that. t lret Att•blt. 

lueh proY1t10nt tXI1~41 1n \he tlrat Dep~aente 
11Mr att41 the appolnt • e nt of PrtfMtt prepared b7 t he 
Al&ltrt Oo.alttee, that lt, tbe appolnt•ant of aaente 
ot fAY•~pf:t pol117 · f'b t rra,..b Wcl tlator cUd not 
Will p;;r,. Ani poaeUtllU7 of there be1rc Preteat.e 
Ntora t b a ordar11 oon atl,VItlon ot a proY1tlonal 
Oowernaant, at \be J!:lD''t£:1'1: 4ut1ea of tba P~t10t 
aol&l4 M porto ... , "' U 1o.1 por1od 11J a 
Delecata or a 4el .. at1on ln ••b Dipart,Mnt 4ttl.«nata4 
.., ... Clonoro.l -11. ru • .,.....,.,, or , ... y...,,_ 
~ wol&l4 tberoforo IIPPlT a.o41otoi.J "fa1not t he 
prorNh ot t11o •oorp1nc Oou,.ont or 1ob7 all4 o.1110 

oca11tn 



-~ 
11a1nat al l otbara. An7 oentral orr;anl&aU on whlob thould appoi nt prateo\a pr1or • o the recular aeaCl"­of \he Aaa .. blJ or Delegatee of t ba Oenaral Oounolla 
wo~ld t herebJ Yiolate ~naCl\u\ional lt&alltt and thua woulc1 •~•• \ be oontidenoe of the J'renob people, t o wb1ob i\ would ba pr eaente4 4t taoto aa a 10oYarnaent 1 • The t pplioa\lon or t he 1972 Law would, on t he oontrarr, ahov tba nation that it 4oea not ''' n&Yt a OoYarnaenC, and that 1h obollt r-.lna \ o be aa4a, under ih full rttpOnalbllitJ. ?hat ia \he beat paroholofioal barrier agdnat a Ul\lrl)aU on b7 aoder n propqanda radlo ) and the aurprlael of the falt aoooapli (pr oolaaatlona). Nald 1\ be obaer.ed, aoreoYar, \ bat the tire\ , and perbap1 aYtn the 110ond pba11a of \ be operation• of llbara\ion will no \ liYt r111 t o 11117 ada1niatratiYe 
problt~ i n t he tlrat Departaent a llb1rat ed, auab leal a polltloal problaoY Dif terinc rroa \he oaae of Mo~b Atrloa, Oertloa or I\a17, tb1 Oeraan1 ban alrea4T been able t o eYaou.te all t he population f roa \ be ooa1t or Pranoe, and \ bat naouUon w1ll be oonu nued further 1n depth wUb t heir tlret v1\b4ravala. 

In oooolueionL onl7 otriot applloatlon or t be Law ot Februarr 16, 1872 oan auarantee anr boneat reoon­atltutlon of daoooro\11 l i fe euob aa the will of the rrenoh people, 1n i\1 laat oona\1\ ut l onal expre1aion, undertook t o guarantee 1\ . 

tha t 1a, for \be a.ae reaeon, the beet eatesuard aga1net t he dancare of IIIU"J)riae or .~ ... of oonfidenoe. To t he General Counoila of Pranoe tha wlll of t he Prenoh peopll baa freelT del1Yered t he eupreae auar antee ot 1\a libtr\ieaa tbat will raoalna aaored unt1l lt boa been able to ezpreaa treal7 ite new will wlth regard t o 1ta 1net1 \ utiona. 
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Dear Wr. Leger: 

I am grateful to you for your letter 

or Jenuary 31, 1944 with which was enclosed 

an interesting study or t he application or 

the Treveneuc Law to t he situation in Prance 

et the time of liberation• 

I aa alwaTe glad to ha•e the benefit ot 

your views on aat t era atteotlng the interests 

ot our two countr1•• · 

Very elncerely youre , 

huu,.u.UI u. I!OOSSVII:Io_jl 

Mr. Alexia Leger , 

3120 R Street NW., 

Waabington, D. c. 
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Attached 1a tho letter 
from llr. A1o:o:1a Leger Which 
should have accompanied the 
Deparbr.ont•s memorandum to 
t ho Proa1dont dated Fobru­
ar1 14, 
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(TRANSLATION) 

Waehington , January ~1 , 19tt. 

llr. Pr eaident 

Wlll you permi t me again to t ake edvantaee ot your h1ph benevolence tor an entirely personal com=unicetion? 
The hour ia near when military convenience , in the preparation of the invaaion , ~ay impose upon the Allies the heeviest mora~ r esponaibilitiea toward the Fr ench people. Wha tever modality it ~•Y be necessary to uaa for the proviaion~ edminiatra t ion or liber ated French territories , i t i a i mportant t hat the r ole devolving , i n such case , on the Fr e nch element ah~l alweya r emain t ully compatible with reapect tor the Constitution~ Law or 1872, on which it waa the intention ot the French people itself to base its democr atic guarant ees . 
In teet aa 1n law, this fUndamental lew orovidea tor t he necess iti es ot the present situati on. No provi sional French admi nistrative organism could refuse to apply it without brealcing with the French consti­tutional leg~ ity , nor without abuse of power toward a nttional will which cannot bo e xpreaaed . No Alli ed Government could lend itaelt to sue~ action wi thout itself bearing t hle twofold ruponaib111ty , poll tical end moral . 

The American Go vernment , more than any other , i a interes ted in this . Any fin~ surrender ot principle would cauae i t to loae, retroapectlvely , the juat1tica­tion of a policy always placed , from the beginning, on the highest conception of principle; wou~d expose it , in the immediate fu ture , to the unforeseeable re­sctiona or French national opinion; wo~d associat e it, in the future, with the responsibil i ties or • French internal evol ut ion perhaps initially warped . 
Against these riaka and many others , e strict applicetion of the l aw ot 1872, called the "Treveneuc Law" , would opportunely turnish the best safeguard : politi cal , legal and mor~ . I hope I am not i ndiscreet in taking the l iberty to place before your eyea the text of that l aw, wtth a sumMary note on the essentials of the question at i aaua. 

I beg you to accept , Mr. President , with my moat fervent good wishes , the expression or my moat reepect r~ sentiments . 
(S) Alexia Leger 

Alexia Leger 
3120 R Stree t , HW. 



(TRANSLATION) 
Law of Pabruary 15 , 1872 , relative to the part that may be played by the Councils General under exceptional circumatancaa. 

Article 1 . If the National Aaaemb1y or thoae succeeding it should be illegally dissolved or prevented from mee ting , the councils general aball assemble immediately , auto­matically, and without necessity or any spacial convo­cetion , in the capital of each department. Thev may eaeemble anywhere else in the department if t he habituel place or their meetings doaa not eeem to offer them auff1c1ant guarentiea1br the liberty or their deliberati one . The councils are validly consti­tuted only by the presence or the majority or their meabera. 

2. Until the dey when the Assembly which will be spoken or in arti cle 3 shall have advieed that it is regularly constituted , the council general ehall pro­vida 88 a m&ttar or urgency tor the maintenance of the public tranquility and the legal order. 
3 . An Asaembly co~oaed or two deleg&tes elected by each council general , in secret committee , shall meet in th~ place where the membera or the legal Government and the deputies who have been able to es­cape the violence have gone. The Assembly of delegates ia validl y constituted only when one half or the depart ­menta , at least, ere represented in it . 
4 . Thia Assembly ahall be cherged with taking , for the whole or Prance, the urgent measures which are neces­sitated by the maintenance or order and especiallv thoae wlcse purpose it is to return to the Kational Assembly the fUllneaa or ita i ndependence and the axereiaa or ita rights. It aeea to the general administration of the country provisionally. 
s. It muat dissolve as soon aa the National Assembly shall have been reconstituted by the meeting or t ha maJority ot t he meabere t hereof at any point or the terri t ory. If auch reconstitution can not be accoa­pllahed i n t he month following the events, the Assembly of delegatee must decree a call to the nation for general electiona. Ita powers ahall eeaae on the day when the new Rational Assembly is constituted . 
6. The decisions ot the Assembly of delegatee must be executed by all ofticiala , agents or the authority and commanders or the public force , subject to being deemed guilty or maladministretion . 
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LOI du 15 t_4_Y!!er ~1~. relative au r&le 6ventuel dea Conae1la 
g6n6raux dana dee c1roonatancaa except1onnellea, 

Art. ler, 51 l 1Aa,embl6e nat1onale ou cellea qui lui aucc6deront 
vtennant A &tre tll6galament d1aaoutea ou emp&ch6ea de ae r6un1r , 
lea conse1la g6n6raux a 1 aaaemblent 1~6d1atement, de ple1n droit, 
et sans qu 11l ao1t beao1n de convocation sp6c1ala , au chet- l1eu de 
chaque d6partement . -- Ile peuvent s•asaembler partout a1lleurs 
dans le d6partement, s1 le lieu habitual de leurs a6ances ne leur 
parat t pas oftr1r de garant1es ~uttieantes pour la l1bert6 de 
laura d611berat1ons. - -Les con~e1ls ne sont valablement oonatltu6s 
que par la pr6sence de la Major1t6 de leurs membres. 

2. Jusqu 1 au jour o\l 1 1 AasaJ~bl6e dont 11 sere parl6 l 1 1 article 3, 
aura fait connattre qu 1 elle est r6gul1Arement conat1tu6a, le 
conae11 g6n6ral pourvo1ra d 1 urgence a11 ma1ntten de la tranqu1111t6 
publ1que et de 1 1 ordro l~gal. 

3. Una Assembl6e compoa6e de deux d616gu6a 6lua par chaque conae1l 
g6n6ral, en com1t6 secret, ae r6un1t dans le lieu ou ae seront 
rendua las membrea du Oouvernem~nt l 6gal et lea d6put~s qui euront 
pu se s ouatra1re A la v1olence .--L'Aasembl6e des d616gu6a n 1 est 
valablement const1tu6e qu 1autant quo la mo1t16 doa d6partementa, 
au mo1ns, a •y trouve repr6sent6e. 

4. Cette Aaeembl6o est oharg6e de prendre, pour toute la France, 
les mesurea urgentes que n6oess1to le ma1nt1en de l 'ordre et 
ap6c1alement oelles qui ont pour objet de rendre 4 l'Aesombl6e 
nat1onale la pl6n1tuda de Bon 1nd6pendanoe ot l'ex• c1oe de sea 
droite.--Elle pourvo1t prov1so1rement A l'adm1n1atrat1on gAn6rale 
du pays, 

5· Ella dolt se diasoudre auas1t8t que l'Assembl6e nat1onale 
se sera reconst1tu6o par la r6un1on de la major1t6 de aea membrea 
sur un point quelconquo du torr1to1re. --S1 cetto reconstitution 
ne peut se r6al1ser dana le M01s qui suit les 6v6nomenta, 1 1Assembl6e 
des d616gu6s dolt d6cr6ter un appel A la nat\on pour dee 6lect1ons 
g6n4rales. - -Ses pouvo1rs ceasen t le jour o\l la nouvelle Asse~bl6e 
nat1onale eat const1tu6e. 

6. r.es d6c1s1ons de l'Anemblh dee d616gu6s do1vant 3tre ex6cut6es, 
A pai ne de torfa1turo , par toua lea fonot1onna1res , agents de 
l•autor1t6 et commandants de la force publique , 

.. 

• 
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Sur l 1application de l& Lo1 conetitutionnelle de 1872, dlte 

"Lo1 Treveneuc 1 , et eur lee oontre-projets du Com!te d 1 Alger 

pour la constitution d ' un Gouvernement ou d 1 une AdMinistra­

tion provisoire en Franco liberee . 

I 

La volonte du peuple tranga1e , dans sa dernlere et 

llbre expression conatitutlonnelle, a entendu s'eaeurer en 

cas de desastre national lea garantiea necea£airea contre un 

double risque t de oerenoe admlniatl'ative et d 1 usurpntion de 

pouvoire. Cee sarenties sont 1ntesrees dans l a Lo i oonsti­

tutionnelle du 15 tevrier 1872, dite "Loi Treveneuo•. 

La politique du Gcuvernement americain a l'eserd de 

la :?renee oceupee, contor:uo au droit international, 8. la tre­

dltion deoocratique et 8. l 1 1nteret blen entendu des relatione 

durable& entre peuple tr&n9&il et peuple aoerlcaln, tend 

prec1se~ent 8. n'a!talblir nl eo3Pro=ettre en rlen ees sarantlee, 

jusau'a ee que le peuple tranga1e libere elt ete ole en •1-

tuatlon de disposer lut-mame, l lbrement, de son ordre ooneti­

tutlonnel. 

Le reepeot de 1 1ordre legal fren9ais anter1sur n 
l'Armistiee,et en ?Art1oul1er de la Lo i oonstitut1onnel le de 

1872, avait ete ~lntee tole proclame par l ee D1r1gernte de 

la France coabattente : 



10 - par le General de Gaulle, d~e le 16 novembre 1940, 

dane la Deolar11 t1on or61ln1que de Bra~uovllle ( 'llal~ lee 

attentat& ooa:.U a Vichy, lA ConeUtuUon de=ew-e legttleoent 

en vlgueur• •..... ' A detaut d'un PArlecent 11bre et tonc­

t1onnant regul1Arenont, la Prance aura1t pu fairo oonna£tre 

oa volonte" par la grande vo1x de aee Oonse1ls Ge'ne"r·au.x; lee 

Co nee ils Ge'nerAu.x aw-alent 10ec:e pu, en vertu de la Lo1 du 

16 tevr1er 1872, e~ vu l'1llegnl1te do l'oraanJ.a:e de Vichy, 

pourvolr a l 1Adc1n1atratlon generale du pays , male lecl.J.t 

organ1sme, par eo1-d1sant decret du 20 ao~t 1940, leur a 1n­

terd1t de se reunir, et par la pretendue Lo1 du 12 octobre 1940, 

11 lee a rel:l'J)lac{e par des Co::!!11ea1ons no=ees par le pouvo1r 

centl!l.l •• • • .) 

20 - par lee Genera=. de Geulle et Giraud, dans un echa.nge 

de lettres publ1ques et de memoranda, our la to1 deequele lee 

Gouvernel:lents Allies ont entendu tavoriser a Alger l 11nst1tu­

t1on d 1 un regime d 1un1te adoln1atrat1ve tranga1ee . {Reference 

elCJ)resse a la Lo1 de 1872) 

30 - par le Corn1te d 'Alger, dana !'Ordonnance oraantque du 

3 Ju1n 1943 portant institution du •Com1t~ Pran9a1s de la 

Liberation !:at1onale1 (Art1clo 4 : 'Le Co::>J.te rran9al8 de 1a 

Liberation :•tionale exercera see t onct1ons Juequ'a la date ou 

l'etat du terr ito1re percettra la toroat1on, eontornc=ent eux 

Lois de la Renybl1gue , d 1 un Gouvcrnoment prov1eoi re auquel 11 

remettra see pouvo1re•,) 
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Le meme ordre le'gal eat aujourd'hu1 repud1e par le 
Ooo1te d 'Alser, eoue 1 1autor1te abaolue de aon uni que President, 
1e General. de Ot\ulle. 

Cette repudiation reeulta1t deJa , i mpl ic1tement , de 
! ' Ordonnance du 17 eeptembr e 1943 eur la nomi nAtion d 1 une 
Assembles Consultative provieo1re . Elle reeulte , expreeeecent, 
de toue lee pro j ets otficiellement elabor es pour l a constitu­
tion d 1 un Gouvernement ou d 1une Administration orovieo1res sur 
terri to ire l1be"r .. ble de la France aetropol1 taine. La Loi 
constltutionnelle de 1872 eat tormelleme nt rejete"e par u . de 
l!enthon, Comm1ssa1re a la Justice, dane son rapport ofriclel 
du 18 deceabre 1943 au President de l ' Assemblee Consultative. 
Elle le sera ronoierement dans toue proJete nouveaux, nlus ou 
noins rer.lllnies, qu1 pourt'Ont etre eoumis a l 1approbe.t 1on dee 
Gouvernements Allies, car ce dont le Cool te" d 1 Alger, aoua l a 
direction gaullie te , ne peut plus o ' acco~~oder pour la pour­
auite de see v1eeee pol1t1ouee, c' oet preeleecent du eyetece 
de garantles inatitue par le Legislateur de 1872 : aJournenent 
de toute organisation de pouvo1r central Jusqu ' a libe~t1on de 
la oo1t1$ 8U D01na deS Departeoenta; 1nvest1eaement, de dro1t, 
8 ee tte date , d 1une Assembles provisoire de deleguee dee 
Conseile Genernux e~us avant la cr1ee nat 1onalo; exerc1ce, evant 
cette date, Q O toute autor1te adc1n1atra t1ve local e par le 
Conse11 General de cheque Dopartement. 

Tent quo le Ge'neral de Gaulle 8 cru avol r a ae 9J'&Dt1r 
1u1- n6mo centre dee risque a d 1arb1 troire non-ga~ll1ste , 11 a 
heutement invoque lee prescriptions ine'luctnbloa de la Loi de 
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1872; il e ' en attranch1t du jour o~ il n 1a pl us eouci que 

d 1 imposer son propre arb1tra1re . Ce qu ' i l a tree justement 

condD.mne, a l a charge de 1 1 organisms de Vichy, comma viola­

tion de la l egnlite conetitutionnelle , c'eet precise~ent ce 

que le Comi to d 1A1ger , sous ee presidence , compte deja B. 

eon aet it : dissoluti on du coneeil General de la Corse par 

Ordonnance du 4 deoembre 1943 - ou a eon prosrnmme : re, pla­

oeoent , en France metropol1ta1ne , des Coneeils Gen6raux par 

des Commissions arbitraireoent constitueee . 

II 

Le rapport de II . de !lent hon revendique, pow· le Comi te 

d ' Alger , une prise i m2edlate de pouvoir en France dee le premier 

s t ade de l i beration partielle. 

La contradiction est flagrant e ent re cet t e pr oposi tion 

et la disposition de 1 10rdonnance constitut ive du 3 juin 1943, 

(art . 4 ) qui a limite formellement l a portee du Comite de 

Liberat ion Nationals (en aoumettant a l 1 appli cation " des loi s 

de la Republloue• toute format10I1 eventuelle de Gouvernement 

prov1soire) . Aussi le Rapporteur voudra i t - il a lleguer, tout 

d 1abord, qu' •aucun texte de la Constitution de 1875 ne vise 

l a formation d 1 un Gouvernement provisoire ' - !.!a i s 11 se contre­

dit aussitOt en i nvoquant , sur un autre poi nt , 1 1av1e du Pr o-
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reaaeur Duguit (lA plus haute autorite 1'ran9aiee en Droit 
Conati tutlonnel) : ' L'Aseemblee de 1875 a cru utile de prevolr 
le cas de dieeolutlon lllesale et d ' orsanlaer un eyetine 
deStine A oaint~n1r , dane t'ette eventUAlite, un fiOUVerner.lent 
regul1er : tel ••¥ le but de la Lo1 du 15 1'evr1er 1872, ccnnue 
aoue le non de Loi ~eveneuc• (Droit Conatitut1o~~el, Tone IV, 
p , 584) , Il ae contredit encore plus loin en invoquant lui­
ml!oe ln Lo1 Tre"voneuc comt~e 'le ae .11 texte lef!l\1 ayant !)re'vu 
la Conat1 t ut1on d 1un Gouvernenent prov1ao1re , 1 

Le Rapporteur • ' orrorce eneutte - nouvell e contradic­
tion - de contester eeulement le cee d 1 eapece enviaasl : 
•::oua no noue trouvona pas dAns l ' hYJ>oth~ee prevue par la Loi 
Treveneuc, qui etoit cella d 1une dlasolutlon lllegale du Par­
lecent. • 11 eat de 1'a1t, pourtant, que l'on ee trouve bien 
dans le cas de 1 d1asolut1on illesale ' du Parlenent , tout au 

' moine depu1a l a auppreea1on dee Bureaux dee deux Chaobrea, a 
un oocent oil. leurs reunion• etaient aeulement auenendU88 ' Ce 

1'&1 t 88 t regullerMent etabli par la pro tea ta tion ot't'lcielle 
des Pro81dente Jeanneney et Herrlot, dans leur lettre ot'ticielle 
au ~rechal ?eta1n du 31 aout 1942. Au surplus, 'l'hypothese 
prevuepsr ln Lo1 Tre'veneuo• n' est mSme pas 11m1 t ee au cas de 
1d1seolut1o~ 1ll§~le du Parlenent• : 1 1art1cle 1 de cette Lo1 
1 ' etend encore au cas oU l 1Asee:nblte l~at1onale aeral t eeule~ent. 

• emnechife de se roun1r . ' Auas1 bien l e General de Gaulle, dana 
en declaration orsantque de Brazzaville, en denon9ant l '1lle­
gal1te dee Qesures pr1see ~ Vichy contre lee Oonaeils Genereux, 
avatt- 11 lUi-memo rcconnu l 1appl1ca t1on de la Lot Troveneuo 
dane toute ·~tuatlon de torce co~e celle creee par le reg!De 
du L!areohD.l Peta1n. 
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Le RApporteur 1nvoque encore, oont re 1 1apnl1cat1on de 
la Lo1 Treveneue, que le mandat des Consella Oeneraux ae trou­
vera1t expire. Arguoent 1neoutenable dans ln doctrine republ1-
ea1ne tranqn1ae, d ' apres laquelle lea Aaaenbleea aont prororeee 
pour toute 1a duree de la guerre. Et col:lt.lent le MndAt des 
Conae1ls Oene'raux pour1·a1 t - il al<'J i rer , dans lee cond1 tiona ex­
cept1onnellea ou le Conatitutlon a voul~ eubetituer leurs nou­
vo1rs a ceux des C'lltl,bros ellos- r.tenes ? C1est 1 1AsaeC1blee de 
leurs Oel egue• qui dol t ' pourvo1r ?rov1aoirenent a l ' acoin1atra­
t1on legale d" pays• en attendant •que 1 'Assemblee ::ationale 
ee eo1t reconetl.tueo•, ou •at cette constitution ne peut ae 

" , " I ~ realller dane le cola qui suit lea eveneoente 1 e•est a dire en 
attendant lee elections generales qu ' elle est ello- mGme , et 
aeule 1ehargee d 1organ1ser 1 

Entin, par Wle dern1~re contra<11ct1on, qui cons1ste 8 
dis outer 1 1 opportun1 te' de la Loi Treveneuc aprea en avo1r nie 
la valldlt.e, le Ra">oorte ~ aouleve le po1!1t de !'al t a'Jl vant: 
que lea Coneelle Oeneraux oomprendront de nombrP~x me,.,brea com­
promla, 'ou oo~e parleoenta1rea ayL~t vote lea plelna pouvolra 
au Gouvernenen t Peta1n, ou pnr leur part1c1pl' t lon a tX llaBe:>ble"es 
departe,entalea conetitueea par le Gouverne~ent Laval' . Rien de 
?lua leg1t1~e , cert ea, qae le soucl d 'epurat lon. tate cette 
epurnt1on peut, et dol t , atre operee ~nr lea Oonse1ls eux-~~~es . 
C'ea~ un princlpe strict en democrat1e oue, loraqu•une asee,blee 
eat l ' organo de l a aouvera1nete' natlono.le , 1l l ui ap,Jart1ent, et 
a elle eeule, de retrancher ••• ne~bres lndl~ee , ou, ~. pcr­
rne ttre lea poura 'llt.ea qui e't.abllssent leur 1nd1gn1 te'. Et de 
tellea nesemblees, en plelne or1ae natlon>le, e'voluent torcement 
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eouo la preaelon la plus i mmedia te de l ' op1n1on publl que . 
L' epuration l a plua farouche , cella de la 'l'erreur, or'"l!n1eee 
soue la Revolution t ran9aiee par le Co 11te" de Snlut Public, 
n ' att e1sn1t elle-me~e lea me~bres de la Convention que par un 
vote de cott a Assembles , repondant &UX ~ouve,ents et nanitea­
tat1one de 1 1 opinlon, Lee Conee1ls Oo'ne"raux aer ont bien en 
sitUAtion de repondre aux exi&encee de l ' opinion: le nombr e de 
leurs membr ee fac111 te lee retJ'anchomente , at ge.rant1t, en 
t.out cas, l e pl us lar.;e cholx :oour la ee"lection dee ~ seule 
De'legues & nocmer, dans chaque Departecent , a l 'Aeeenbl ee pro­
vleoire . Auae1 bi en le seul !&it qu '1le a lent ete br•Jtalenent 
dUeoue pnr le Gouvorne:::ent de Vichy se:Jble- t-11 O.eJa i rui1quer 
qu 1 ils n1 etaient pas, en maJor1te, favorable& ou 1ndulgen t a a 
ce res1me . Encore moine le aeront- 1la , dane le dern1er etat de 
1 1anb1ance M t1onale. Aeee!lblees eaeent1el ler.lent regionales I 
et Qar !&-mi me l e plus d1racteoent eo~"lsea nux 1nJonct 1one du 
senti~ent public, elles en retletent ace poi nt 1 1 ovolut1on, 
que , eoue l a I IIer.1e Republiquo, leurs ~A~teetationa b1sannuellee 
on t touJoure rourn1 lea 1ndicat1ona lea plus autor1aeea sur la 
volonte' nationale du pays avant l e renouvellenent dee Assembles• 
legl.alat1vee. 

III 

En renl1te, le Con1 t o d 'Al ger a va1t deJa ronpu a vec 
l'o~re le~l tran9a1s par eon Ordonnance 4u 17 septo~re 1943 
sur la creation d1 une Aseor:~blee Cono·utat1ve (notamMent a eon 
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article 20 aur le >ode de conatitution d 1 un souverne~ent 

proviao!re ) . Subatltuant & la notion de 1esalite la notion 

&rb1traire de l eg! tillli te, 11 • ' ensase desorcala reaolu"'ent 

dens 1a conception rev~lutionnaire d 'une ' prise de pouvoir 

par la Resistance !ran9a1ee•, c ' eet n di r e , en fai t, par le 

Com1te de L1berat1on Nat1ono.le a 111pouyant a eon gr,f sur ce 

qu ' il qualifie , pour sea beaoine, un "Conee11 Superieur de 

1a Resistance • "!" 

Faut- 11 soul1gner toute la contradiction qu ' i l y a 

touJours eu, au fond, entre cette volonte reelle du mouvegent 

de la Prance coobat tante d 'e~e une revolution et eon a ttesta­

tion force11e que , 1~lsre lea attentats co=ois a Vichy, !! 
Consti tution deceure losalernent en v1gueur• (Declaration or­

san1que du lS novembre 19~0) 1 

Le Comite d 'Alsor voudra1t , au moine, pouvo1r Justifier 

morale:nent una prise de pouvoir illesa1e . 11 . de llent hon 1nvo­

que ' 11a uthent1quo tradition republlcaine des gouverne 1enta 

provisoires• . C'est oubller 1a dl(t erenee eseentielle entre 

lee circo~stances actuellee et celles de 1848, ou r.ame de 1871. 

La revolution n&t10nale, preparee et accO::Iplie alOre aU eein 

~·~· de la ?ranee, en terr1toire l i bra, face a la nation tran­

Qnise, etalt celle de tout un peuple libre et libre~ent in­

forme depute longtempe, dont 1a volonte s ' expr1nait flnalement 

en t oute connaiaeanco de oa.uae, par des IDCndata en !a.lt in­

conteatables meme OUAnd 1la eto.1ent lrr egullers ; l o. repreoen­

tatlon natlonale a ' aftirma1t alora a ciel ouvert et non par l a. 

volx de groupe• clandeatlne; l ee d1r1geants elora etaient, a u 

se1n meae de l a nation, de veritaol ee chets pol1tlouee , publi-
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quement reconnus et suivi• co~~~ tela , dent l ee oonce~tiona 

et l'aotion politiques avaien t pu se nanitestor olaironent 

sous le r eg&rd critique de l ' ooinion populalre ; entin, nuoune 

procedure lesale, eo~~• eelle prevue par la Loi de 1872 , 

n1ex1eta1t alora , ou1 pUt a ' l~oaer co03e une ~rantle rO~u-

bl1ea1ne anterieureoent etablie . 

~u ' on ne oui see aujourd 'hui fonder une veritable 

representAt ion nationals sur doe groupes clandestine, o ' est 

ce que reeonnai t l ui - nerne l o representant l e pluo o~lifie 

de ln prsase otticieuse gr.ulllBte , !J , Quilici (Direoteur de 

'La Cnr eeillaise' d 1 Alger , ot de l ' ancie~~e 1 Unrse1lla1se• 

~e Londrea) : 'L'As•e~blee Consultative ne possede aucune 

pareelle de la aouverainete nationnle . Elle ne pout la poeae­

der . Car elle n ' est pas 1aeue d ' une e lection. Lee (membrea) 

anciens parlenentairea ont ete coop tes per des e~ementa repre­

sentatifs de leurs partie respeet1te, de m&me que turont 

cooptea lee d elegues de ln Resistance par des elements renre­

sentatlte des or61'n1sat1one o l 11s ::til l talent, dans l~s con­

ditione ayst{rieuses ·~ aouvent nreeaires ou1 1~oae la cl an­

destlnlt.('. ( I ~; ....... '''*" ) 
Ft 11 est. bien vra1 que des groupea de resistance ne 

peuvent deven1r des forces pol1t1ouee , dans une demoorat1e re­

nn1ssante , a vant que leur structure elle-meae nit pu devenir 

deaocrat1que : sous ee eontr~le au moi ne des adherents, et 

pl us largecent de 1 1op1n1on, qu ' l l est preoisecent 1 poaalble 

d ' aaaurer 1dsns lea conditione myater1euses et aouvent 0re­

ca1ree de la cl undest1nite• . Il taut , en un cot, qu ' a1t pu 
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d 1 &b0rd &tre rest.auree une VOI'" i table l1berte d I expr-eeaion. 
Le reglme d 1Asaembleoe prevu par l a Lo l de 18?2 est emi­
nemnent favorable a cette restaurat lon. 

I V 

L1appl1eat 1on de la Loi du l~ Juln 18?2 s'i~oee, 

avec autorlte , dans eon esprit comme dans sa lettre . 
Dana ea l et tre, elle sarant1t la cont1nulte de 

11 ordre legal republlcaln, l e der nl er que ee eol t donne li­
br ement l n volonte du peuple f rnnQ&ls; elle est gardl enne 
legale du droi t, pour ce oe:lJ)le en vole d '&tre llbere', et 
de ae llberer du regime de Vichy. Dans son eeprlt, elle 
tend n redulre au mi nimum le risqUO d 1 arbitrnire reS >tltent 
d 1aetes de violence contre la representation et la souveraine­
te' nationalea : elle entend placer eous l ' autorite d'Asee~blees 
anterleureoent et normalement eluee, le oa1nt1en, tout d 1abord 
, "de 1a tranqu1111te publlque et de l ' ordre legal" dans 
chaque Departement ; puis une • 1nlatrat.1on ge'ne'rale du 1)B.ys•, 
dont un des principaux Ob jets sera de rendre a la repreeent a­
tion nationals •1a pleni tude de son lndependanoe et l ' exerelce 
de aes drolte•. Un tel eeprlt e ' accorde a vec l ' eaprlt =l me de 
la pOli t i que america lne de llberat ion,te lle qu ' elle a e'te, 
nnlntes tole et solennellement , oroclamee, !nee au peuple 
tranvals, par l ea plus hAute repreaentanta du peuple llJ:Ier l cain. 

- ' 
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Que le Con1te d 'Alser trouve auJourd ' hu1 une sene 
dana l ea d1spoa1t1ona de ce tte Lo1, c ' est 1a Juat1!1cat1on 
cece de aon ap?lleat1on : car 1 11dee t ondnmentale de t oua lee 
proJe t a el aborea n Alger pour 1 1ar r1voe en France, o' eat pre­
ciaecent la pr1ae 1coed1ate de pouvo1r illegal ou l ' exerc1ce 
1~~ed1at d 'une P~~1niatratlon de t a 1t prepar ant cette prise 
de pouvoir. A cea v1seea lone~ates, 1 1nrt1cle 2 de la Lo1 
oppose eea preacr1pt1ons 1n~ediatea : res,onaablllte dee pre­
~ereo coaurea d ' adniniatration locale contiee au seul Conseil 
General dans chaque Depertecent, en a ttendant l 'Assemblee re­
~~lere ~e• Je~esues des Conseils G~neraux de 1a :ol t1e des 
Departecents , c ' oet a dlre sans prejuger en rlen des nesurea 
d ' adclnlatratlon seneral e reserveea a oette prenl~re Asae~blee . 

De tellea dlapos1t1one exoluent, dana lea premiers 
Departecente 11beres, lea non1netione de Pretets pr~pareea par 
le Co~ite d 'Alger, o' eat a dire lea nom1nat 1onc d 1agents de 
poll t1que souvernenental ~ . Le L0g1elateur 1'ran<;n1s a m•eclse­
cent vo tlu qu 111 ne pnt y ~voir de Pr~tete a van t l a c~ns t1tut1on 

re'su.11ere d 'un :Jouve r :!e:Je:.t. prov1.Rolre , l ea tonctione &d!:!in.is­
trativea du Pretet, pendant ce tte preclere perlode, pouvan t 
Stre rompl lee dana obaque Departecent par un delegue, ou une 
delegation, du Conoei l G~neral , Cette ~antie de 1a Lo1 
Treveneuo vaudra l t done, 1mced1a tement, contro lea pret ete du 
Gouvernecent uaurna teur de Vichy, auaai bien que oontre toua 
•~tree . ~ut orsanlace central qul , a vant la reunion regul1ere 
de l'Aaaeoblee dos Delesuea de Conse1le Generaux, nom ~era1t 
des Pr ofeta, v1olera1t par 1! oeme lA legallte const1tut1onnelle, 
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et abueer~i t aine i de la oontlonoe du peuple tran9aie , 
auquel il se preeenterait en fait oomme un 1 0ouvernement• . 
L1appl1cation de la Lo1 de 1872 man1teetere1t ou contraire 
a la na tion qu 1 elle n 1a pas encore de Gouverner.tent , et que 
son choix rea t e a !eire, eous sa pleine reeponsabllite. 
C1 eet la meilleure barr1ere psycnolo61que eontre une usur­
pation par la propogande moderne (radio) et l eo surprises 
du tait a econp1i (proclamations) , 

~ut-11 obser ver, au surplus, quo ln premiere , et 
peut-etre nene lo deux1eme phase, deo operations de libera­
tion, ne },!eoeront, en tait, dane les preolers Departe~ents 
liberee, plaee a BUCWl problema admi n1strnt1t, encore mains 
poll t i 0ue ? A la dltterenee du ODe de 1 ' Atr i oue du !lord, 
de la Corse ou de l' I tal i e , lee Alle~r.ds ont pu ~e'Jl eva­
cuer tout e l a population du l ittoral de la France , et cette 
evacuation se poureuivra encore en profondeur avec leurs pre­
mere recule , 

En conclusion, l'applicat1on r1gourouse de ln Loi du 
15 fevrler 1872 peut seule c;a=ntir u..'le honnete recons titu tion 
de la vie decocrati que tel le que la volonte du peuple rrnn9aie , 
dane on de r n1ero expression coneti tutionnelle , a entendu l n 
sarant1r. C1eat1par 18 c&me, l a ce1lleure eauvesnrde centre lee 
r iequea de surprise ou d ' ebus de cont1ance. Aux Coneeila Gene'raux 
de France l a volonte du poupl e f •an9aia 4 librement rem1s l a 
garentie supr&ce de s ee libertea : cette volonte' de eure aacree 
tant "u' 11 n' n nu, llbrecent, expricer une volnnte nouvelle sur 
see 1netitutione. 
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DEPARTMENT OF' &TATE 
W .... 8HINQTON 

r •-rw• · 14 • 1944 

MDIORANDUV. FOR TH£ PRESIDENT 

In accor~ance with the instructions conta1ne~ in 
your note ot February 7 there is attached t or your 
signature a draft ot a r eply to Mr. Alexis Leger's 
letter ot January 31. 

Mr. Leger strongly advocates the appli cation ot the 
Treveneuc Law of 1872 at the time ot the liberation ot 
France. The applicabi lity ot this Law is at least open to 
question and opi nion aga1nat ita use seems to be almost 
unanimous in Algiers . In any event, it would seem wise 
to avoid taking a posi t ion on a matter which primarily 

concerns the French people and the attached ~rat 

consequently noncomoittal. 

Enclosure: 

Dratt reply to 
Mr. Leger. I 

( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

!.larch 3, 1944 

l":::A:{)?J.:: DIJI.J 

ftE : RSCOVi.!'i'Iv:: OF !HE F"ttF.!:CH 
!lA fillt!Al COI.'JJI:'TEE 

Ur . St.cttin~us was asked about 
this ccrtmit tee yes tereny in hill press conference . lle anawarcc! : "This is 
s~etl inJ the President himself ill 
givin~ his personal attention and he 
it; tile onl:r one who can coC'.oent at 
the present tl Me . " 

,. Vo/ 

\/hen queried on tile Herald- Tribune story ~hat. !3rit1sh and U.S . hac. n&reed on recognition but that ~~latter was held up at tho ;/hite Hous'3, !!r. Stettinius replied "off- the- r<'!cord" that is was true that the C'~ttnr was bAfore tho 
~:l&ite liouoo but it was not true that it was being help_yp a' tbe mll.t& BouSeJ the molter wa~ still unoer discussion ~a1id i nveffigation, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 6, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE! 

Plea oe ge t the true fact& to 

Chapin in answer to his 71• from Alglere. 

Reuter's dlepatoh was, ot oouree, who117 

talee. I ea1d no suoh thlng. 

F.D.R. 

'Pf'lPP:" tm , <-4-1.1. , f',.or: Cha,.in in Al i e"'s , 
l1Jot. in~~: Peute.,.. • s i tern , in ,.e st" tefl1ent 

by the >,.e~ident at his uress c nJJfe.,..e·•ce , 
conca-n in~ qwntion of "'ecognit i on of t h e 
F"'<2'1ol-t Crmmi tte~ of tJatione l Libe.,..a"~"i on . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL 

April 10, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM FOR G£NE!Wt WATSON: 

In coaplianca with your memorandum or April 8, 19 .. , 
I am returning herewith the original document addressed 
to t he Preaident by Marshal Petain, together with a photo­
atatio copy thereof. 

Enoloaurea: 

Original document, 
w1th photoetat1c 
copy. 



£SCLOSUR£ 
TO 

utter dnrted 

Ge~teral Vahon ___ _ 

··---- ·--



LE MARECHAL DE FRANCE 
CHEF oe: L ' tTAT 

VIeHY, le 8 novembre H·42 . 

... ~SAGE uU ...ARECHAL .t-STAHJ 
au President ROOSE~~LT . 

C' est avec stupour et tr!stesse que 
j ' a1 appr1s cette nu1t l 'agress1on de vos 
troupes con"re l'Afr1que du Nord . 

J'a1 lu votre message . Vous y 1r.vo­
quez des pret extes que r!en ne just1f1e . Vous 
pretez a vos ennem!s des intentions qui ne se 
sont jamais t radul tes en actes . J ' a1 toujours 
declare que nous derendrlons notr e 2mp1re s ' 11 
eta1t attaque ; vous sav1ez que nous le deren­
dr!ons contre tout agr esseur, qual qu'll so! t . 
Vous saviez que je t 1enara1s ma paro l e . 

Dans notr e malheur j ' ava! s , en deman­
dant 1' Arrn1st1 ce , preserve notre l!)np1re et 
c'est vous qui , ag1ssant au nom d' un Pays au­
qual tant de souv~n1rs et de l iens nous un1s­
sent, venez de prendre une 1n1t1at1ve s1 cruel­
le . 

La France et son honneur sont on jeu . 
.. ous sor.:mes attaques . i:ous nous de­

fendrons . c ' est l'ordre que je donne . 





April 8 , 1941. 

llaOIIAKDIJI 1'011: HOII, OI Oll'lll T, 8IUIEIII.I If, 
Ohter ot Protoool , 
O.J;O&n,.m or 11\ate . 

'I'll• Pns lclent t houpt tbet t ble 
-- tN. llarebel reta111 ebol&l4 co 
t o tile 8tate 0.~11\ to be poto­
...... , u4 \hall N\llfte4 fOJ' b1e fllae . 
11 U 7001 M 8004 e1101.1p t o ... tbat 
tble le "-· 

IIDIIJI •• U1'IIOII 
.,.Jor Ocaeral, u.1. ~ • 

...... tuJ t o tllll Pnet4ut. 

11U8a<;t~ t o t.be Pres . r roa lolerabel PO\alll 

P.S. Incld411t4lly, t.hi a .o..a Hilt to .. 
Ill a pers.)l>al ht~•r r,.,. lt1P5=1 'l'lloc. 

t . ll. l!. 

LD:rllt 
Joel. 



THit WHITit HOU•IE 

WU H INOTON 

11pr1l ? , 1944 · 

atb,l\!IU.•JuUal FOK 

GEJILIU.J.. I•J<Tt..ulf : 

I thi~ this nad better go 

to the &t~te De~ar~ent to be photo­

stateo &nc tnen rct~>r•leo for lilY files . 



4-6- 44 

THE WH I TE H OUSE 

WASHI N G T O N 

DEAR l.IR. PRJ::SIDlllT: 

Pinckney Tuck , our late Cha r ge ' 

d• Affairoa 1n Franca, bas sent me this 

signed stat011ent froa llarsbnl Petain. 

It 111 yours , and I agree rl tb 

Tuck that it baa raal historical w.J.ue . 

E.U. l'l. 



Dear Pa . 

RAC~UET & TEI\."US CLUB 
370 Park Avenue 

April 4th 

I am encloaine the letter which Llarsllal Petain ha.nded 
me on Nov. 8, 1942, nnd signed in my presence . It i8 addressed 
to the President and therefore should go to him. Pleaoe explain 
to him that I bad no way to get it to him earlier tor our con­
fidential files were destroyed by then and it remained with me 
during the 15 montbe we were detained. I got it b&fely over the 
Spanish Border by biding 1t in my shirt and 1t baa just turned 
up in my luggage here . It is a document of some hietorical 
significance and I would like t o have it reach the President 
wi t bout further delay. 

We are ott to a place called Bobe Sound, Fla. where 
we will spend pert of one time w1 th Ernie and ;roaepbine Kauzler -
returning here about the 27th or April and t han coming to 
~eshington to learn wbat lias in store tor me . 

I can't tell you how glad I was to aee Frances and you 
again and Ray i8 looking forward t o ber visit greatly. She is 
still pretty tired and the dentists - occuliata and dootors 
have given us a pret t y bard beating. She joine me in af­
fectionate regerde to Prances and the bus t to yourself. 

Aa ev-er, 

Kippy 

P .S . A translation of t he text or t he enclosed was of course to be 
graphed t o the Dept. on Nov. 8/42 . 

K. 



- W~ OEPAATM I!t N T 

,L 

April 17, 1944. 

Dear Kr. President: 

I am amdinc 7DU enclosed copy ot an 

iaportant letter which I have received fr<ll frank 

lolcCo:y, toaether with a statement from Brigadier Oenoral 

T. l!entloy ltott, Retired, who 7DU doubtless remember 111ls 

our attac:lle 1n France for mn:r years and who has only 

r ecentl y been exeh~ed and r eturned from Prance on the 

Grlpshola. I thinl< 7t:JJ. will find General Kott• a oo1n1on 

a. to the preaent dt..,.ticr~ 1n Franc!}- Yery inhreatin&. 

I hope you are havins a good trip. 

The Pr eaident, 
The White House. 

FaithfUlly 70Ura, 

Secreta ry of War. 

~l !n D. Ro01en U LiaU>J 

) .~lASS1FIED 
I J OIR. 5~00 9 (S/27/0i) 

). ·1, ~ 7• 



:Personal 

FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 

22 Bast )8th Street, New York 

April 12 , 1944 
h'antlln 0 . Roooev&lt L1brU'f 

DEt:llMS!ff£0 
The Honorable Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary or War 

uua Li t~1. ~2"0 . 9 {9/2?/U) 

Dr.te- ?-' - I t • ? 0 War Department 
Wa8hiD8ton, D. C, 

Dear Harry: · 11patqre. <:>.. .9- , :,~,"~~ 
r -.::.":::~ 

One of the thiD8s that I had hoped to talk to you 
about, had I had the good fortune to find you home and tree, 
was the recent arriYal or General T. Bentley Mott, who was 
exch8D8ed recently and returned home on the Gripsholm, 

Sensing his age and probable condition after being 
in a German concentration camp, I eased his way :t'l'GII the ship 
to lilY apartment, where Frances and I kept him tor about a week 
With great interest and much talk, naturally, about his recent 
experiences in France, 

I am sure you remember his background in France for 
most or the torty- :t'our years since he first went there as 
m111 tary attache in 1900, There also may cane back to you a 
time when you were his best fri end and did him the greatest 
serrlce in enabliD8 him to return \ o France at a critical ti11111 
in what turned out to be a successful courtship, so that he has 
always had a most deYoted teel1D8 toward you, 

To out a 10116 story short, he is still here in the 
hospital since leaYing us and not yet able to report back to 
Washington. He sands me from the hospital the attaohed notes 
whioh eo muoh interested me as the considered opinion or one 
f r esh from oooupied Franoe that I have felt you would be nry 
muoh interested also in haYiD8 his opinion - whioh seems rather 
different fran the ooe acoepted by our newspapers and tbe critics 
or our foreign policy With regard to Franoe. 

With beet wishes , 

bolosure 

Faithfully yours , 

(Signed) Frank MoCoy 
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'l'ha tollowinc be4l:r wri ttan notu •- troll 111 si ole bed, tor 

I b.eYa baeD auoh worried sinoe 111 return troa Franoe tbree weeka aso 

bJ' the ignorance that sa8111s preYalant regardina that countey. I han 

liYed 1D France - both zones - since before 1939, except tor seYen 

aonths absence in 1941-'42. I know intilllatel:r people in eftrJ' walk 

ot lite - Teey old friends who trust me aa one ot thamselYea. From 

October 1943 to February 17 , 1944, I was in Paris, where I tried 

upeciallJ' to get an idea ot what Franobaen thoupt about the goYam­

ment aet- up in .t.l&iera UDder Genaral Giraud and thin under General 

de Gaulle and th111 Wider the Committee ot Liberation. 

April ll, 1944 

Future notes on : 

UUder crouaA actiTities 
BanditiSIII 
K. Kart:r 
)(, Pierre Cot 

French jourAalists: 
- in France 
- ill .Aaerica 

German otticers opi nions 
ot Aaarican Ara1 

French aanutacturers 
peasants 
ahop keapera 

Collaborati onists 

Food 

Delation 

T. Bentle:r Mott 
Brig. Gen. u.s.A., a.t. 

D'to- >-- 1 <-, 0 

11111& tq:"O- "" ,/}-
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IA reading the Bew York uewapapers , one would suppose that 

the people 1A Prance were nry unhappy because the President ret'uaed 

to accept General de Gaulle's Algi ers C~ittee as the aupre.e 

authority over continental France. This is in no sense true. Moat 

J'rench people are at'raid ot the Caamittee. They regard it as a bod;r 

ot' salt-appointed ambitious politicians , and not solely as patriots 

atri Till& unselt'iahly tor Prance' a liberation. Th.ey are deeply con­

cerned over the purges and executions carried out . They t'ear that 

it given tull authority as J'rench soil is liberated they would occupy 

thamaelYea with revenge, rather than dispassionate reconstruction, 

One hears on every side 1A Prance, •these men seem to be giYiD& us a 

repetition ot' 179J.• 

There is now no longer any J'renchman whora the J'renoh look upon 

as a savior or even as the symbol at salvation, 7or two ,ears they 

t'elt that way about Marahal PetaiA. They surrounded him with the 

II'T8ticiam that people who llllve no hope t' r om aarthly sources instinct-

ively ore ate t'ar them eel vea. 'l'hey llllve never telt this way about 

Gtaeral de Ge.ulle - not m&AT nor t'or lOA&, 

dramatic appeal 1A June 1940 were admired. 

Hh noble attitude and 

He was a ral lYiD& point 

tor the ~ent a nd adventurous; he allowed the we:r to those still 

eager to t'ight. But he had neither the personal mapetiam nor the 

political intelligence that were needed to teed and t ortity hie tirat 

appeal. His speeches OYer the London Radio and the daily tirades 

ot' his aouthpiace gradually oonviAced moat J'renohaen that he was 

not much ot a t'ellow. They were aakill& tor breed. and duriAg two 

long yeare they got only a atone . They telt he ought to haYe 
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aurroUDded ht.aalt with sood aan; he chietly ohoea politioiana 

with srhTances, tlleabitioua eud tile Taqatul, Hia coiDittaa in 

LondOD tilled tile eJ.r with hatred illata ad or hope, It ae .. ed l11ta 

Mr. Blua and h11 •Populaira" once more turned loose. 

The abOTe 11 the brietest poaaible sketch or the ll'eaaona 

why TilT tew people ill Frllllce look to de Gaulle to a aTe, guide or 

reconstruct tlleir countrr. And there ia nobodr alae. Patain hu 

antiralT loat hia hold. A tew hate hilll, aoet t eal sorrr tor him. 

The per1tnal attackl upon his honor and his patr1oti• by o.n .. al 

de Gaulle han done more harm to de Gaulle than to Petain. No 

.ll'renchaeu wbo sernd in 1914 - 1918 can torsin ht. tor it. One 

ot tllosa errors t.ba t are 1Klr se than crt. s, 

aut tha mora tile French lo1t their faith in PeteJ.n the mora 

thq baoame inspired by a new ballet . And their hopea no longer so 

torth to a aere 17abol; they litt their prayere to a aigbty nation 

1D a.nu. 'l'his teJ.th ot br oken aen and waaen 1n AMrican power and 

W1llinsne11 to help thea haa grown in i ntensity 1iooe November 1942 

and today it stir• the hearts ot enn the collaboration1ats. In 

tile common people i t 1a 11kB the vision that came to Paul as he 

neared n.aacua. Their teJ.th in "The Aaericana" ie now as ardct - as 

unraaaonins 1t you like - as his bec•e 1D the Jesus he had persecuted, 

The great mall ot Frenchmen bel1en aD1 pray that it will be the 

Amer1c11DI wllo are soing to drin the Germans out ot ll'rance, the 

Americans Wbo are soing to occupy and administer the country . It 1a 

not the .Ugier e eo.Di ttea nor General de Gaulle ncr ann tile :rrenoh 

A:nq troa North .ltrica that they want to do this thing. Tiaa waa wllan 

GiraudSiiift~roocans pouring 

·-----------------------------

they draam~d ot aae1ns into their 
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oountry; with that Oener.l' a eclipae aDd Ule 0~1 tt11 • s recent 
actiona tbi s dream baa faded (like so m&QJ otbera). HlnetT per cent 
ot all J'renolllun are deadl:r atraid or two thin gs happ•in& when the 
Oel'lll&na lean: the handing OYer ot their country to de Gaulle • s 
Ooamittee and the arrival ot Ruaalan troops. The one aeans, in their 
e;ree, persecution, reTinge, anon;rmous denouncings, a reign ot terror; 
the other pioturea to them the return ot Leon Bl~a and his followers , 
With COIIIIluniats in the saddle as in 19)6, only tar woree. It is not 
Just the Right el•ente that teel this way but tile hUII.bler classes, 
III&D;r workinsmen and every soul that; owns sc.ewhere a till1' house or a 
speck or land. Dyed in the wool co-unists (they are ooaparati vely 
t-) and the anarchists who tled from Spain, along with enry-day 
French bandits (they are ocmparativel:r nuaerous) , are the men who 
went tile Camni ttee to exercise power. It would suit their book• 
They would be able to tish in troubled waters. 

Whatever has happened in North Atrica during the past year which 
J'renohaen did not understand ar did not like has been accepted (b:r all 
but the intellectuals end professional skeptics) in terms or this 
blind faith in America. "It -..ould not have been done it the .Americans 
had not wanted it;" "it the:r allowed it, there muet be a reason tor 
it." The daily tlood ot German propaganda all over l'ranoe concerning 
North Atrica broke lllrmlessly agai nst the rook or this faith , Living 
in the mldst ot it, I wae aetonished at itsstrength. 'l'h 1s bli.nd 
taith hae enabled the ~renoh, out ott t ram all real news, calmly to 
accept man:r disturbing thiQSs. It made them hail enthusiaeticall:r 
General Eisenhower's appointment ot Giraud to supreme oom.m.am: it 

by de Gaulle: it 
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aot'tened the regret wh111. their paladin, whose rest turned out to be 

ot' clay, was eJected t' ram the c en trol ot' a t'tairs. Even when we 

publicly- proclai.aed that we hsd no intent! oo or tell1II8 the Algi era 

Committee what it mi&ht or might not do , the French people consoled 

thanselves with the belief' that "those politicians" would not be al­

lowed by the .Americans to reall;y put over anything very hsrmt'ul . 

"You have a million sold iers in North Arrioa; do you want us to be­

lieve t hat you are turning over their base ot' operations to a cOIDIIittee 

or salt-appointed ex- congressmen who six years ago represented a 

tiny traction or France?" 

I was not i n France when de Gaulle' s recent d etianoe ot' .America 

and his assumption or complete power was asserted ; but Judging by my 

experience or t he last eighteen months, I should say that it Vol:luld 

have gravely disturbed all Frenchmen, except tor President Roosevelt's 

announced policy regarding civil administration attar we bave landed, 

I believe that his plan satisfies more Frenchmen than any othar c01ld, 

abort or declaring that as Allied troops occupy France, civil att'ai rs 

Will enrywhere be under the ocntr ol ot .Americans. Such a thing 

would be bailed with delight by CNsr nine-tenths or the peopl e. 

BO.ever divided may be their belief' in our competence, their t a1 th 

in our honesty and our unselfishness is entire. This tai th dos s 

not extend to t he Britis h (an easily explainable tact) , and as tor 

the Russi ans , Frenchmen are simply soared to death or them. A year 

or ceaseless Vichy propaganda has t'ottit'ied their dread of' 

COlllllunism; - ranember they had a taste of' it rrcm l9J6 to 19J9, 
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Thia raot, tben, baa got to be raced: Whatever takea place 
in North Mrioa h considered in J'ranoe as dona w1 tb the approvu 
or the American Jra1. All J'renolunen are too mill tar1ly minded 
to oonoein or an;vthina alae. Ir we want to enlist the tull 
support or the J'ranoh pop\llation ror our inndina armies, we must 
rind some way or aaaurina them that theaa armies are not bringing 
With or behind them tbe Algiere Committee. That wa:v does not 
seem eaey to invent except by orash- bana methods. .A.t present 
the average man i .n J'ranoa baa no mesne or learnina what goee on 
in America or in North .A.rrioa. The BBC rfr J'renoh liatenere at 
9 p.m. ia and baa always been pure de Gaulle propaaanda; Radio 
Prance :t'rom Alaiere a1vee nothing except what helps the Caumittee; 
Broadcasts rrom America, evan when in Engl i sh, give only war news. 
Absolutely nothin& i s received in Prance to orrset the rlood or 
propll8anda poured out rrom London and Algiers on the subject or tb8 
French Committee. This bas been very contusing to the French; 
they want to know the truth and they have no means or learnina it. 
And the subject interests them passionately, It meiiDa "who is 

aoing to organize and aovern ue , who ie aoina to protect ue , to 
whom are we to look r or juetioe?" .A.nd t o people wllosa epirit has 
been br oken, these are terrible questions. We•alone oan answer 
them. Alaiers can now no more reaasure continental Prance than can 
Brazzaville, Koet everything the Liber ation Committee has done so 
rar bee excited the distrust or well over ninety percent or the 
French population. The olaillls or de Galllle to abaolute power over 
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continental France seem to them ridiculous unless he has the 

Allies behind him. Vichy they say is still the de tacto 

government ot France because the German Army supports it , not 

because the French people want it; the Algiers Committee is the 

de facto government ot North Africa because the American Army 

supports it; it can become the de facto government ot continental 

France only by the same means,. Its author ity over France rests 

on no legal grounds and it a vote were taken it would be seen that 

it has little popular backing . Frenchmen want to choose their 

new governors under the auspices ot the American Army, not under 

the manipulation ot the Algiers Committee, It is purely a matter 

ot confidence. 

No information goes t r om France to North Africa except that 

which is tavorable to de Gaulle; none goes to London except what 

the deGaulle organization and the Communist cells in France send. 

Nobody outside ot these categories has facilities tor t r ansmitting 

hill opinions. Even it he did , he would be atraid to express any 

ideas except those favorable to the Algiers Committee; tor his name 

would be set down by them on their list ot criminals booked tor 

punishment. 

It is, therefore, not surprising that American newspaper men in 

Algiers, 1n London, and in New York should know practically nothing 

ot what Frenchmen in France think ot de Gaulle. All ot their 

information comes trom sources favorable to him. All other sources 

ot information are closed by tear ot death or persecution. These 

men have to cable the news; what lauds de Gaulle is 
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available, The de Gaulle organization tar the oontrol ot newa 

concerning him and his oamnittee ia air tight, 

In a l ong conversation in Lisbon on Maroh 4th last, with 

Colonel Soldorg, our military attache, we touched upon this subject, 

He confirmed entirely the statements made above. He had just 

returned trom North Africa and he told me he was "most uneasy", 

Neither of us thought on March 4th that the subject we were discussing 

was going to become critical on April 4th, 

some newspaper men doubtless want to harry the President over 

"refusing the French people what they so ardently desire" ; may it 

not be that others, perhaps a majority, simply don't know the truth 

and have no means of learning it? 

T, BENTLEY Jo!OT'l' 

i'l'nnkl l n D. Roooe•elt Li brary 

n::cLP.SSIFIED 
.J OIR. ~2oo.s <9/27/ 68) 
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THE JOINT C H IE FS OF ST ... FF 

WA SHI NGTON 

20- 1944 • 

... ORAifDUII rcll !liB PRBSIJIBifta 

Sa'bjeota Flu.nolal p1de tw J'raDOe. 

a-a1 &1MIIbowu 1 attv PH1'•'M'7 d1-dona 
with the J'reaab C~ttee ot WeUaaal L1'beraUCIIl1 baa llll'D­
• 1tted the Melaeed atat~ ot hie 't'ifta all h..ab f 1Dan­
o1a1 • ttva to the C011'b1DM Chieta ot Start tw their oon­
ddera t1CIIl (IDelORre • A• ) . Pare&J"•llh 3 a-uu Ulllted 
Stataa l..t·l•aa po11o1ea Ulll 1a not 'belleYed to 'be a 
proper • ttv tor aCIIlalderat1111l ..., tba COII'bt.D.d Chieta ot 
s tarr . A wv l)epu'tllent odlle 1a 'beiAc aaparet elr tJN­
paJ'ed t• d1apateh to o-ral Blaaab- •• C Ulll1Ac a-rat, Su opun !'beater of Opent1CIIl81 u . s . A7wfl1 1a 
olv1ttoa t1CIIl ot JIU'•&J'•Jib ) . 

BDoloaare "B• 1a a dJ'att r eplJ' h-011 the COII'biAed 
Ch1eta ot Start to Oel»ral Biaeb- llb1oh the J'o1Dt Ch1eta 
ot Start •lllltt to :roa tw apprcmal pr1w to IIU'blliadllll t o 
tba C.a»iDM Cbteta ot Start . 'lhia oe'ble 1a c~ed 1D 
..., the State Ulll rr._,-~·· 

Bnol oftl'lla. 
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l're~aa hpr eaa HHdquartera, Allied Expeditionary 
roroaa LOD4on, IIDilud. 

roa War Do]lart..t for Ce~ab1Ae4 Cbiofa of St8ff 

851235 
YOG )2 

4th lla7 1944 

1 . Prolialaary diaauaai008 with French Military M1aaion indicat e that they conaidor that the financial probl .. cauld boat bo ••t by aolution on followinc linoaa 
A. French author1t1oa will orcani&e or pro­Tide f1nancial aerYicoa aDd facil1tiea to be ex­pected 1n aD7 well ordered adainiatration. 
I. SCAEr ahould rely an Pronch authoritioa to operate ocona.ic and tiacal ayat ... 

c. French outhoriu .. will uke noco .. arr adTancea to public autborit1 .. and t o 'baDII:!Dc ayat ... tbrOQJh oatabliahed French cbannola. 
D. r o Mat Wlation a1tuat1on, French plan t o contiauo price oontrcl and rationiDc ayatoaa and to aoak up purcbaaine power by uae of co-ealled •cardoon aoh ... • app11oa'blo both t o currency 1A otroulation and beak dopoaita. 

I . !o oarry oat above, it would bo noooa­aary for French to uao aur auppl-tal franca. 
2 . All of abon would bo aubjeot t o OYor-r id!Dc power for ... rcanoy action by Allied oo-aaodor• 1n abaonoo of , or failure of Pranoh autbori u ... 
3. Pollowinc policy indicated by intended extension of Loaao-Lond arrancament with FCNL to include metropolitan France, we are prepared t o acr•• 1n principle to the aboTa procr-. We fool that definite plan with aOMO French authority b nooo .. arr, and that PCJII. h tho only body with which aatbtaotory arrangement. can bo .. de prior t o arrhalo ,_.liD D, --. .. u Li'llrvJ 

DECLASSIFIED p•< Jt.s 
Re8<"~""'8. M ....... o ~ 71 
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4, Cona1der that there are atr onc payoholo11cal 
ar~UJ~enta aca1nat SC.U. alone declarln& auppl-tal 
f'ranoe lelal tender , We -'lould pr efer that J'OHL lhould 
1uue pr 111U')" deolarat1oo and t hat SCABI' lhould ~ort 
thh )F 1tatnent tor 1ntoruUon it neoeuary, 1 
French would be tlllly rupona1bla tor eucc••• ot their 
t111Ulc1al pr ocr ... a . ICAIJ' would retain auoh notu aa 
he require• •1a1n1t proper accountin&~~ouch the whole 
ia.ua would be the r eapona1b111ty ot rcnL , 

~. In CXU" Yin, the1e arranc•ante would achieve 
the •••ent1al purpoaa ot puttinc the Prench euthori t iee 
1n a poe1t1on adaqutely to carry out t he t1nanc1al 
tunot1one ot civil adainiatrat ion. 

6 , !he ODl.y alternative 1a ot SRAEP directly to 
undertake 1A the initial per iod all financial arranca­
IHilh1_ whioh we abould 1.n arq cue adjuet •• tar • • 
pou1DJ.e t o pr ooaduru daair ad )F Franob , aDd &IIJ)buh­
in& thet oar intervention ia' t•poraJ'T. !hi• could be 
done 1A a liaitad operational area , bat once bia tue 
ueu develop to arq illportant lise, ooatrol )F 8H4EF 
would not be pouibla and Pr &lloh authorit1ae -•t op­
erate, It 1a aoat daeirabla that t here -'loald be oae 
un1tora authority aD4 that tbia author ity ahould oper­
ata tra. the c~ancamet undart alt1nc tllll titlanc1al 
ada1n11trat1va reepone1bi l1t1ae , aubj act to our r equire­
menta, YC~~Wapproval 11 ur1antly r equeetad, 

Pnzllrl111 D. aoo.. .. H L1bnn 

DECLASSIFI£0 ,_ ~s 
ia8-<~\ .... & ~a-o,M-?1 

Oato- !r-2.&~ ? 1 
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PIWT CABLE fRCM 1)8 MHEP cnr!ijPs or sun 

P1Danc1al cuida tor !'ranee 1a subject (troa CCS to 
SCAEF in anner to VOO 32), 

We approve in principle the procraa aet torth 1n 
paragraph& one throulh tive or VOO 32 subject to the 
conditione outlined in wb-paracrapha A and ll 'belowr 

A• It .nat be u de clear to the Pranoh 
K1litary Kieaion and other r epraaantat1vee ot 
the J'CJIL with whoa YO:U uy deal tha t any ar­
ranceaenta aada with thea .ust 'be cona1der ed ten­
tative and not preclude consultation with and aa­
a1atanca troa other al .. anta ot t he French people 
with whoa you aay reel it necessary or advantaceoue 
to deal while your forces are in Prance, 

ll• It ahould be aade clear abo that the 
baais or authority for the iesue or wppl ... ntal 
franca 1a veated in SCAEF and that PCJIL ehould 
not be held out aa the iaauinc author i ty, The 
decree proclaiainc aupplaaental !'ranch trano cur­
rency lafal · tander will be tawed by SCAEP. This 
deolarat on need be civan no turther publicity 
than nacaaaitated by aini.ua lacal requirement• 
to 'be daterainad by SCAEP, Propoaala to you troa 
J'CJIL or other Prench croupa would 'be approved at 
your diecration whereby PCIIL or other approved 
French groupe would make aupporttnc announcements 
thet auppl .. antal French franc currency should be 
conlidered lal:al tender. SCABP rill insure that 
duoription or destcn or w ppl-ental French tranc 
currency notaa, aufticient to identity the not••• 
rill 'be included 1D such aupportinc announcements . 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS momo, 1-4-74 ( 
By IUIP, NJ.R,_Date. FEB 19 1974 
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l'v dee~ Darl an:-

It ·ms pood or you to send me thut 

Ch,.istrnas and lie'" Yea-• s ·-eetin.a . 

I run esnec 1ally hapnv th•tt vou a,.e 

makinl'( ,.cal nropp·eas . I hone to come do,·m t;o 

···a= ~n~ings in t he S'lr\na of 101.1. , a nd I shell 

be deltr,hted to see you there . 

? l ease Riv e to vour ~~r~ a nd vnu,. 

!'lOth~,. rnv stncere re~Sbrd s , 1 n wh 1 oh Mrs . 

Roosevelt jo ins . 

Ve,.y since-elv vour s , 

FP \J.J~LI!l D. DQQSJWF.LT 

~nsirn A. Darlan, 
Geo-gia 1/arm So;>r\ngs Foundation , 
\'fa '"Ill SP,.\ ngs , 
Geor gia . 

~~ ,, 
I 

J.f.f. ) 
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I O!:PAATM!:NT Of' STAT!: 

WASHINGTON 

IIEMORANDUII POR T BE PRESIDEII'l' 
• 19~4 

You may be intereated in the r eport ot two converaat1ona 
held by a member or Mr. Murphy's starr at Algiera with 
11. ~sell1, the Governor ot Tahiti who ia tem~orarily in 
lor~ Atrica on consultation, and 11. Georgea Picot ot the 
Commissariat ot Foreign Attaira. 

Governor Orselli stated that he had been instructed by 
the highest authority in Algiers to cooperate tully with the 
British and American military and civil authoritiea in the 
Paeitic upon his return to his post, but to protect aoat 
aealoualy French eovereignty at all timee. He was aleo 
instructed to emphasize to our authoritiee that on the eon­
elusion ot the war in Europe the French tleet would proceed 
immediately to the Pacific to assist in the atruggle againet 
Japan and the liberation ot French possessions in the Par 
East . When the American representative reurked that thia 
program represented nothing particularly new , Governor Oraelli 
atated: "We understand trom certain ot our Anglo-Saxon 
f riends that there has been some talk or other diapoaitiona 
being made ot France's Far Eastern possession• •" 

11. Georges Picot stated that Generaliesimo Chiang 1Ca1-ahek 
had recently received the French representative, General 
Pechkott, and made it clear to him that China had definite 
interests not only i .n Indo- China but in Siam, Buraa and 
llalaya. Chiang Kai-ahek had added that he did not desire to 
annex French territory in spite or the tact that this suggestion 
had been made by a certain Western power. When the American 
representative inquired what 11. George• Picot meant by hia 
laet statement he replied: "I don't think there ia any use 
in =7 trying to conceal trom you the tact that the French 
National Committee baa received trom a very high source in 
London the information that the United States had very definite 
plana about the division ot Indo-China attar the war between 
China and the United States ." 11. Georges Picot added that in 
spite ot the source or this information he could not believe 
that the United States, which had decided to give the 
Philippine& their independence, could be intereated in aoquiring 
terri~ory even further tram the United Statea and populated 
by an oriental people . 



/ 
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DEPARTMENT 0,. STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Jun~> 12 . 1944 .. JIEIIORANDUJI POR THE PRESIDENT 

I am enc1oaing a copy or aecret telegraa no. 1886 
of June 7 , from Algiera relating to the prohibition of 
the uee or the term "proYiaional goYernaent" by the 
Peycholog1cal Warfare Board. 

The ~pertmant will await your instructions before 
replJing to th1a -••as•• 

Enclosure : 

Telegram no. 1886 
dated June 7, 1944 
troaa Algiere. 
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EOC- 307 
This tElE(.lram must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
forE bEing communicatEd 
to anyont . (?SFFFT) 

SEcrEtary of StatE , 

wa·shington . 

US URGENT 

1886, JunE 7 1 8 p . m. 

FROM liURPHY 

Al(.liErs 

DatEd .JUnE 7 , 194,~ 

REc'd ll:ll p. m. 

PlEasE notE (rtf£ r my 1656 , !.lay 19 , 16'/8, Jiay 21, 

17 ( ;•) May 30 and DE partm~nt' a 11589 !.lay 22) Agwar tEle­

gram W45518, JUnE 3 from ElmEr Davis ct al convEying 

PrEsidEnt's dirEctivE forbidding usE on P\'/B facilities 

of rEfErEncEs to FC!IL as "provisional govErnrJEnt" EVEn 

in quoting connnuniquEa Et cEtera , as well as last para-

g raph liAF 690 and P\'/B mE sa agEs of JUnE 5 and 7 to A(.lwar 

for 0\'II on this subjEct . 

Application of this strict ban on "provisional 

govErnmEnt" tErm r aisES many operational probl Ems about 

which PI'/B haVE consultEd mE: 

OnE • It nE cE ssi ta tEs EithEr avo!l.ding entirely anr 

usc of FrEnch cornmuniquts , official s t atEmEnts and 

spEEchEs of dE GaullE and othEr lEadErs in which thE 
~ 

..,. o.,o. '-· 1-11-ftl tErm "provisional 

- J. e • ""'" "''" fEB 8 1972 ~ 



- 2- #1886, JUnt 71 0 p. m., from AlGiErs . 

t Erm "provisional csovtrnmtnt" occurs or repor~in~; 

such texts inaccurately by us i nc another term. 

PWB fEElS SUCh practiCE lESSEns the VOlUt Of 

i t s entire radio propaganda output to Fran~c by des­

troying t aith in i ts accuracy of re porting. Prm al3o 

says the ban necessitate~ abondo~ing t~t usc of Frtnch 

guest radio speakers since such spt~kt rs could be tx­

pt:otlt:d to rEfuse to appear if they 11ert not pe::r.tittcd 

to usc the "Provisional Govcrnncnt11 t crninolozy, 

Two, ThE French Commissariat of Infomation ho.o 

bE En par ticipating in P'.'/B leaflet operations to "ranee , 

contribut ing to "Courri tr Dts Nations Units" :111d co­

operating in production of other leaflets , Upon noti­

fication by PWB that the words "Provision:ll Ooverm::cnt" 

could not bE ~r.cntiontd on PWB leaflets hencefor;:l, 

Commissioner of Inforcation Bonnet advised PID that he 

11ns nithdroning tiu 'larticipation of his st rvicts in 

these leafle t operati ons . Bonnet soid he anticipated 

considtrnblt pressure upon h i m to l'lithdral't also 

French facilitiEs 11hioh hove bEEn made avnilnblt to 

P\'IB includinG a pr inting pl ant f or ltn.L'let product ion 

and French personne l uocd in r adio monitorlng . I do 

not believe such nithclrawals actual l;,r rtould bt !!'.Ode 

part1cul11rly 



- 3-#1886 , J une 7 , 8 p . m. from Alc;iE rs , 

par ticularl;,· in vi til of the f' n nch de ptndtnce on us 

for m nsprint a nd othe r suppl1eG but the situation 

doEs constitute r considerable setback in cooperativE 

effort 11ilich has bee n d e veloped betneen '.'/P'3 and thE 

Fr ench pro~aganda authorities . 

Thre c . It shoua up 11hn t sppc oro to b E marked 

diversence in British and t.merican pol1c1 since the 

BBC pr esent s French offic i a l speakers as spokesmen 

of the French Pr ovisional Oover~En t . Some of ihesE 

BBC progr ams a rc rcla]td as a matter of routine by 

PVIB' S Uni tc c:l Nntiona radio. 

Four , Si nce l".IB is a joint Anglo-American or3oni­

zntion, thcre is connidernble enbarrossr·ent in.crn'lll;; 

in applying a prohi~ition ae~ins t i ts usE of a term 

rlhich 1s used over !lri tish hone fncilitie s . 

Five , An ir.ocdi ntc ur: ent p roolcm involves 

d e Gnullc •s spccch of JUne 6 t he text of 11hich P','/l3 

feels i t is necEssnr~- to includ e in nn~- l eafle t d ro::-ped 

over southern Fr ance mnrkinc; the Allied l ond inr in 

France . F''IB ha s aokcd 0''/I dircctl:; for pcnnisoi on to 

so usc this s peech l'lhich i ncluded ref erence to t:1c 

"French Govcrnmcnt" . 

The entire que stion obvious l :,· h i ne;e a upon hor1 

icportnnt 



- 1-#1886, JUne 7, 8 p. m. , fro~ Algiers , 

important \'It consider the avoidancE of on~· Otr.lllloncc 

of acquit sc1na in thr change in n:me of the ·~rench 

Conun1ttce to "Provisional Government" ns compared 

11ith the maintenance of some sho·., or cooperation 

\11th thE French authorities here nne; t.nclo- /IT!tricnn 

unity on the point and to what extent , if an:,• , 

American policy mi(;ht bt co:opr onistd b;· lioittd non­

editorial usc of the new terminology in ~ propa­

ganda output , 

PWB he rc be lit ve a the problEm could lle nt t by 

continuing to avoid any rtftrtnct to thE "Provisional 

Government" in its 011n Editorial output but permitting 

usc of the term on its radio or in ltaflt•a 1hcn c:uoting 

official documents and corr.muiqucs issued b:, ~tnch 

nutllori tiEs or apttchts by de Gaull~ and other .'rench 

leaders . 

Bonnet come to mE last ni(;ht and this nornin1,. 

with the urGEnt plea that a scnsiblt solution of this 

problem be found promptly not becausE , in hio opinion, 

the dctnila of t he Pi'/B joint operations mi£!h1. be of 

first importance but becausE failure to solve the 

problem ir.~ediatcly micht lead to dtttriorntion of 

\7lult has bttn a antisfactory working relationship. 

I infol't'td 



• 

- 5- #1886 , JUne 7 , 8 p, m, from Alg i ers , 

I informed Bonnet that unde r our present directive, 

we had no discretion to deviate from the rule l~id 

down but thut I would roc~End o review , It is 

recommended thnt a diltinction could well bE ~de 

between uttcrnncEIJ of thE French themselves llhCther 

by radio or in printed form and thea£ madt b:; the 

All i es , Yesterday , !or example , General de oaullt 

was permitted to broadcast b:;- BSC from LOndon nnkins 

reference to the "French Government" but here toda:;-

PUB h obliGEd to rerun permission to ~end in leaf­

let rona the text of the broadcast . 

Under the circumatoncts I concur in P\1B 1 S fore -

going recommendation , 

An ur~cnt rtpl:; ·1ould be apprcciotcd . 

Sent to thE Dtportmcnt as 1886 , Repented to 

London os 201 , 

JRL CHAP!Jl 

(*) apparent omission 
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Thia tcltgram must bt 
clou l;r paraphrased be­
Core be ing caamunicated 
to ao;ronc . ..... 

DatEd JUDE 15, 1944 

Rc c 1d 6 a53 p.m. 

5£crc tar;, or StatE , 

Wuhingtoo. 

2025 , Junt 15 , 3 p .m. 

PROII IIURPHlr . · 

With rEfErEnCE mJ 1886, June SEVEnth and rElatEd 

trltgrama , PWB JEBttrda:r askEd my advicE •• to whether ... 
thE 111:wa that BElgh•, Luxtmbourg and Czechoslovakia 

haVE rtcognbcd thE "Proviaional GovtrnmEnt or thE 

French Rtpublic" could bt rtporttd on tht UnitEd Nation'• 

radio . I advisEd thEm that undtr our dirtctlvt , we had 

no diacrttion i n tbt matter and could not ust tht itEm. 

TodaJ l'WB infol'IDs a: that OWI i tat U' 1n broadcaa ta Croa 

thE IJni ted StatE a to EuropE and rt laJEd bJ thE 111:w 

AmErican station in England broadcut the lttm JESttrda;r . 

ThE OWI rcprcatntat1vu in PWB Cul thE:y arc placEd in 

an txtrEIDilJ 1nvid1oua position . Regardllas or 1ta usE 

t laewtKrc , PWB will not (rtptat not) usE tbl term 

•PrOY1a1onal 00VE1"11111Dt• in an;, wa;r until it rECE1VtS 

a dlrtct1vt cltarl:y authorbing it. 

RtptatEd to London. 

LIIS DB 

DrlCLA8IliJ'IID 
- o..e, a- 1.u-'JI CHAP Ill 

. FEB 8 \972 
By J lic' ..... b .. o. .. , __ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI~;;T .~ ~ ~~ CL./r ... ~ r J,.~c 

f
ue.-''"' ~.4- 7 

We should like t o suggPst to you a free aporoach to1 L-.. 
the French situa tion . ,-vv/ 

This new approach would be to deal with the French 
Committee as the ''Civi l Authority'', '' Administrative 
Authority" , "De E~cto Authori.t.r" • or "French Authority" 
and to r each -agreements on civ 1 affairs ~dmin i stration 
a long the lines of those r eached with BPlgium , the Nether­
lands and Norway . Those ~greements, reconciled in the 
Combined Chiefs of StRff , wer e signed on behalf of the 
United States by General Eisenhower as U. S. Theat re 
Commander ann on beha lf of Great Br i ta i n by the Brit i sh 
Foreign Secr et ary . · 

The agreemen ts with the French Author ity would be 
based on the ~a llowi ng principles : 

(l ) The agreements should be essent i a lly prac tica l 
a.nd temporary pendin~ t he se lect i on of a French Govern­
ment by the f r ee cho1ce of the French people , The agreed 
arrangements would be based on the acceptance of the Fr ench 
Committee as the authority which should assume l eade rship 
and r esponsibility for the administra tion of c ivil af fai rs 
during the period of l iberat ion. However, the continuing 
status of the Committee must be based upon the suppor t 
which i t has of the maJority of Frenchmen '"'ho are fight i ng 
for the defeat of Germany and the liberat i on of France . 
The agreements would be designed to avoi d prej udicing t he 
right of the Fr ench people to choose the i r own government 
and would be so drawn a~ to avoid 8~Y expr ession of 
prefer ence or politica l suppor t for the Committee . 

( 2) The agreements must be such as wil l ~ive the 
Supreme Commander the fu ll autho rity he needs for the 
unimpeded conduc t of mi 1 i tary opera.tions . 

(3 ) With respect to currency the French Commi t tee 
would become the issuing author ity for the supplemental 
franc currency , with appropr iate safeguards so as not to 
prejudice in any way our mi litPry oper ations . 

If this meets with your ~pproval , the matter will 
be referred to the Combined Chiefs of Staff to take the 
necessary act i on . 



-- OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION ;.. 
WASHl.'<GTON Yp ,t ,. 
~, f r {Iff 7 '-"'~ r. ,_,...,._ 

L 

JW>e 17, 1944 

The Honorable 
Samuel I. Rose~ 
Special COWlsel to the President 

Dear Sazu 

flere ia the atate110nt 
proposed for the Ann1 vvraary 
wbicb we hope &igbt appear 1n 
tomorrow 110rning 1 a papara , I 
should appreciate U. it you 
could put it on the wire for 
the President's approval, after 
wbich I p.resUIIIII Tea Blake or 
someO!le could give it out at 
the ';thl te House . 

iS U:t1 

Elmer Davia 
Director 

REGRADI:D UNCLASSIFIED 



OPPICE OP WAR INFORMATION 
WA5HINOTON 

J\11\e l?. 1944 

'101 11r-. 6l.or Da.u 

FROih Wallace Carroll 

Attached io tllo draft etat&•nt !or Juoe 18. I he•• 

cleared H with the Stat& O.put.nt. 



-
Dratt Sl&~t tor tala Pl"Midell\ to z. ... • 
J- .l.S-1he Fovllll Anninraaz7 or tile 11'-*a 

IN ill t.eMe ""-' 

FCNr ;reara q a, a t a dark hCIIU" in tile Ilia toz,- ot 

11'-, <leMral de Gaulle told tile hench peop1e, "Fra.ooa 1e aot 

lw that tM bCIIIl" ot liberation Ilea atrv.olr, it ill ol...-

ller fleet, refitted in BriU.b and "-rioan abip)'arcl.a, her &rllliea, 

equipped nth "-rioen and l riU.b ww.pona, are adftlloin& nth 

their oom'edea of the United lationa towv4 the i.DeTitable Yictoz,-. 

- lillat the callct .n ot Canada, Britain and tM Uaited Statu 

mel \be toroea ot J'rnob reailot&lloe are fi&btin& on Prenob aoil 

for the ll.beration ot a pea\ • ti•, there O&A be oaq wdlr ot 

Wi th all worldna tocatber, gp l u wal 

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED a 



DEj>ARTMENT 
~ OF 

STATE I INCOMING \ DIVISION OF 
TELEGRAM COMMUN ICATIONS 

/lyl,~ AND RECORDS 

l.f1I' -97l 
This telearn~ o~st be 
clostlj paraphrased bc­
rort beinG co~~nicntcd 
tC\ o.~n;-ont. ( ?Eli!&! l 

Secl'ttnry of Stat c , 

u.s. unc::::T 

sus•, Ju~c 26 , 7 .rn. 

~ ujf-"., 

London 

Dated JunE 26, 19·~<: 

Rec •c 5 :20 P· ' . 

Dl!lCLASSlJ'll'!O 
9tet.e 0e]J'C.. l..e-tlot', 1 11·72 

F£8 8 1972 ., J. -"' Doc., __ 

I hnv£ just rtctivtd an 1nfornul and unof!'iclnl 

IO\C!110rnndum on the pro_;l'EuS of civi:. nffnil•S c11SC'..ISSiOD3 

with the FrEnch <~hie'"• I pror~isc,l you lnst ni(iht in 

t1Y llo . 5045 . I fillS o.a!.cd thnt it be treated in 

conridtnc e . Thes c c.-:chnna es s!tould bt o·Hr the n iddlc 

of th c week. Tht conclusions arE thEn to be o cnt llP 

to Mr . Ed t n nnd thE PrimE ifinis t rr and a 1rnultancously 

f orl'larcled to you pncl the l'1•esiclcnt . llo dtc101on ia 

to be tal:cn until ::.ft£1' you nncl tht l'rcs 1tl tnt h:ovc 

!lad on op:>ort~nity to consider t'tt pror>os ed nrrnn::c-

nEnt . 

In a nEssnG E to .:1c President s E!lt b_. the 

PrimE l,f1n1ster yesttl't~n:· this proccdul'E \ILIO outlined 

and o:;rced to by the •rime i! nister and concurred in 

b. ,,., . t. tn . 



, 

- 2- #5058 , Jun e 26, 7 p.~ •• from London . 

by t:r . EdEn . 

I thought you tai,;ht also likE to know thnt in 

discus a ions with Rob crt Sherwood, GEn cral llcClurE , 

Bruce Lockhnrt, and 1:r . Eden and nyoclf we ore trying 

to brine. nbou crtntcr o.er tEtltnt and o co=on front 

on radio Jrogr-cs nnd other propaa~•dn di r EctEd to 

France . 

The text Jf the nntorc.ndum follow a : 

"The ta.lks hnvc crone il£11 and jn a very "ritnd1y 

atmospherE . The French ho.vc , hor:Evrr , shol'ln thtostlvts 

very suspicious of ;:noT nnd hove rEferred s tvtrnl 

~imcs to their trcnt~cnt in ~doinistrativt matters , 

in particular control of brondcnstin~ stntions , in 

llorth /,fricn . 

"To mEEt this state of mind we have nndt some 

dtpnrturts froo thE !.!Od£1 agrement \'lith the Btlrio.n 

and other /.11i cd Governments . rlt bnv c nlso included 

in our nEcotiotions qu-otions (publicity , cEnsorship, 

propErty, nnd rEliEf ~upplics) 11hich l'ltrt !lot dealt 

with 1n thE o.:;rttrnEnts l'tith the BEl-;ion and other 

1.111 Ed Govtrnr.tcnts . 

"ThE pres cnt position 1s ns follows , .:.11 liacussions 

btinc of oourac on thE official lEVEl and not coru.litting 

Govcrn~cnts , 



- 3 - #5058, JunE 26, 7 p. m., from London . 

Gov ernmtnts , 

" (1) \'It hovE rEached ngretmcnt upon clauacs 

defining thE rEspEctivE powers of t:n Co!'llllander in 

ChJ:r and the F'rtnci'l author ities as re:;nrd3 civil 

ndmi !.; ~:.;tior, proper , ThE basis of thEsE orrnngc!:lents 

is thl. <L.vl.aion of Frc.ncc into ' forward ' and 'interior" 

zonEs. T -lS ! 3 n co cs ai tat cd by the lnr:; e nrcc 11hich 

France c-:>vtrs as co~1pared Yiith the sr,nller Lllitd 

countries, but it is provided that the Cot:mtandtr in 

C~iet•s rtquirments LlUSt be met in t.ht !forward ' 

zone and his forc es shall have all the facilities 

which they requi r E in the ' interior ' zone . 

"(2} Provisions on thE cooplicr.ted question of 

jurisdi ct i on havE bEEn agr eed sub j ect to two points 

which it 1s hopEd to settle today . 

11 (3) In thE matter of finance , discussions arc 

pr oceeding on thE bcsio that a •mutual aid acrttmcnt ' 

would be concluded by which r.t 11ould civt the French 

f orces 1Ltnd- Least l and th t French o:IO\tld zivt us 

supplies , facilitita , et cetera , ~ithin France tree 

of chargE as •mutual aid ' , ThE currency problem 

would be sEttled wit:\in thio frane:work by a provision 

r~herEb:t the Frrnch nrr recosniztcl as the issuing 

authority 



• 

/ 

- 1- #5058, JunE 26, 7 Pim. , from London . 

authority or the •supplEmEntary frnncs' and thrn 

procEEd to put at our disposal all the currency 

required by the /1lli td J.'orces. This arrancrmEnt , 

which would bE an extension of the r:dsting system in 

Nort_, :.rrica, would bE rEtroactive to D-Dny . 

"(4) Provisions rEcarding the restitution of 

French Pl"-:>ptrty in libcrat Ed Franc£ and the custodian­

ship of enemy property, both matters to which the 

French dEl rsation attnch the hichE~~ i mportanc e , 

err bring prepared. 

"(5) Certain othEr miscEllaneous provisions-­

publicity and censorship, fiscal, immunities of 
Allied forces, civil claims, ct cctrrn , arE at an 

advance stagE of ncaotiation , 

11!1ont of the trxts drai't cd contains any mention 

of 1Thr Provisional Government of thE French Republic' • 

Our idea is that thtr£ should be four separate documrnts 

on U1) civil affairs and jurisdiction , (B) finoncc , 

(C) publicity, ahd (D) property, all of which could be 

turnEd into an acrtonEnt later by on Exchange of lEtters . 

This would, on the British side, bE the sam£ procEdure 

o.s v1as adopt cd in the cas c of Bclcium. There would be 

no mention of the Provisional Government in the documents 

thtms clv Es 



- 5- #5058 , Junt 26 , 7 p,r.~o , from London . 

thEmsElves or in the ll••itish notE covErinG then , rlt 

contEmplate thnt on thE J,r.ltrico.n side, if thE arrnngt · 

mtnts on which wE hopt to agreE vlit ... thE French commend 

thtl'lstlvEs to tht United StatEs GovErnr.:tnt , thE 

agreement would take tht for m of a military agrttntnt 

signed by Gtntrnl Ei:rtnhoYitr . " 

DU 
EJH 

~:Ir:.!:T 



('ll?J.) 

~ 

Present State of French Supply and 
Lend- Lease Plans 

On May J you r equested us to obtain your 

personal appr oval before co~pleting any agreement 

y,ith the French Committee of llational Liberation 

in regard to lend- lease in the French Colonies or 

in Continental France . Within the week we hope to 

be able to submit to you drafts of lend-lease agree­

ments which would settle outstanding lend-lease 

quest1ons for the French Colonies , and establish 

the agreed principl es on which our supply agencies 

can base plans for those programs of supply to France 

rh1ch the course of the war ~ay require . 

There are two lend-lease agr eeoen ts in contem­

plation, and a program of war mobilization and pro­

duction in France, designed lo supplement the military 

program of ci vilian relief , and to include r equire­

ments both for military production and for essLntial 

civilian production end consumption . 

Please 



-~-

Please inform me if you woul d like a swmnary 
statement of the essential point s of tnese plans, 

in aovance of the subc11ss1on of the fina l texts , 

for t he p~rpose of preparing for your talKS ~1th 

General de Gaulle . 

c !\ 
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--- P<;::); r ..... ~~.t .. 

O I,AIIttM~NT O P' ITATC: 
WAIHI HO TO N 

1\l.lJ' 4,1944. 

l>!e1110randum tor the Preoidont . 

I am t ranomitti ng herewith oopioo or tho arr angomonto in tentative tora , reaoaed between tbe 8rit1ab Governm.nt and tho French Co~ttoo or Kational Liberation, on tho following aubJooto: 

l. Adminiatrativo juriodiotional quootiono. 
2. Currenoy and mutual a i d . 
) . Property in Uetropolitan Prance . 

There are &lao notoo on tho following oubjooto: 
a . Distribution of roliof supplioo tor tho 

civil population in liberated ~otropolitan 7ranco. b. Relating to publ1oity a r rangements . 

Those oopioo have juot boon received from tho British 
~baeey 1n aocor4anoe with arrang~enta re~uested by Ambaooador Winant . 

The OOTirin& DOte ot thlll documeDtl etatea: 8 In aooordanco with our tormo or roreronco wo hereby jointly submit tho accompanying toxta tor tho oonoidorat1on or tho authorities oonoerned. " 
I am having thosa documents 8ivon t=modiata study 

and will be prepared to 4ioouas tho aattera with your at your convenience . 

( I 

BnoloAures as ftt ated . 

I• · ~ lt 
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con •o.--..1__ 
1o1ft\ Sta~ion. 

l!..Ll· 
Pr0111 War Ca binet ottlo••• 

O.tedl lot luly, 1944, 

:;op 228 

Cover inc minute (dated 30th June 1944) by Sir Henry .. oOeaah and !1, Vienot, BEGINS• 

The discussions which h&Ye taken place betw .. n the Britieh and French De1ocotiona, over which we hoYt raopectiYal)' preoi4a4 , on4 1n which other exporto have aooittod, hi•• reoulta4 in the e ttaohod throe memor8nde or naretmentr-

l!emoron4um No. I relotlnc to od.,iniatrat1n jur1tdict1ona1 question• (No4 229). 

Nenorandum No, II relatinc to currency and mutual aid (llod 230) . 

Memorandum No . III relating to proper ty in Ketropolitam France (No4 231), 

Tho toxt 11 ol so nttochod or an asretd minute (No4 233) rorardinc tho diotrlbution or r elief oupplioo tor tho ciYil population tn liberated )<etropoUtan France, 
At tho r oquoot or the French Doleca t ion diocuooiona ha.a •lso taken pl ace rolating t o publicity arransomanto, This quest i on wao discussed by 1 sepa roto Anclo-Proncb Committee •hieh reached acreecent upon the coeorandua Jfo, IV r tl.attn, t o publicity errancecents , tho text or which ia aloo attac~a4 (No4 232) , 

In accordance with our tare• ot reteronce{ we boe~»r jointl y oubmit tho accompanyl nc toxto tor cono deration-b)' the authorttie• concerned. 

(Initialled) H, K, P,V, 

! NDS. 

T ,0,0, 012115Z 

l!.llll 
~iatributign 

nc:LASifFtcl 
J.c.s. ~•cra-cttnc M•zoS!:s~Ol·Zt 
81 o!{ »••• APR I ~ 197l 
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con •o·-1-
To• Joi nt Starr Kioaion, 

Proe1 War Cabinet Otticoo . 

O..ted1 lst July, 1944, 

2.Ll· 

NOD 229. 

McppraD4u; Mo . I rclaten:,tr~~~inistratiye and Jurisdi;tkf4& 

The present a~ree~entJ relating to the adoinistrativo and Jur1adict1onal questions which will arise in the course ot Qil1tary operations tor the liberation of Vetropolitan french territoryi 1a intendecl to be essentially te,.porary en~Jraet1c.al , It 1a dos gned to facilitate as tar as possible tho ta of tho Alliod Commander-in-chtof and to further tho common purpose nAMely t he speedy expulaion of the Gercans froc France ancl the final victory, It will provide tho ceans for the direction and co-ordination of the assistance which the French authorities and people will be able to rendor to tho Alliod Expeditionary Forcea in Metropolitan t erritory liberated by those foreos end the ~doption in that territory or all moasuroa necessitated by tha mili tary opera tions . 

1, In ar efts affected by active ~ilitery operations tho necessity is recognised for tho Allied Commandor-in-chtbf to pos•ess tho necessary authority to ensure that all oeasurea arc taken which in his Judgment ar e essential tor the successful conduct of h1a operations . The necessary arra~eoents tor this purpose are set out in l.rticles 2 t o 6 below, 
2 . (i) Liberated French Metropolitan t erritory ~ill bo divld_., into two zones • a forward zone and an inter ior aone . 

(11) The forward zone will consist· of the areas by activo military operations r eferred to in Article 1; boundary between the f orward acne •nd tha interior &one be tlxecl in accord~nce with the provisions or paragraph below. 

affected 
the 

will 
(lv) 

(ilil Tho i nterior zone will include all other r cglons in tho liberated territory, whether or not they have previously formed part of the f orward zone, In certain cases, hav1n« r egard to the exigencies or operations, eilitory zones cay be created within the interior zone i n accordtnce with the provisions or Article 5 {11) bolow. 
(iv) The delegate referred to in ~rtlcle 3 below will , in agree10ent with the /11liod Co=ander-in-chief, effect the delimitation or the zonea in eccordanco ·•ith French law. It il understood t hat t hla dellnltatlon shall meot the requirononts of the J.lliod Comcander -1n-chief , a1 dictated by militarY necessity, 1n r ecard to the extent or the forward aone . 

-=z.AIII7ISII 
J . c. s. Rosra<ling MallO ...., f lL '7/ 

tr tt( nau APR 1 0 ICI7) 
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3. (i) In accordance with Article l of tho ordonnance made 
b7 the French Committee ot National liberation on !larch 14th 
1944 • delecate will be appointed for the present theatr e or 
oper ationa. Other delegates may be appointed in accordance 
with the development ot operations. 

(ii) The delecate will have at his disposal eQ adoinistra­
tive orcanisation, a military delegate and liaison offic ers 
tor administra tive duties. The delegate's task wi l l be i n 
particular to centralise and facil itate relations between the 
Allied ll1litar7 Col!ll!l&nd and the French /mthori t ies. 

(iii) When the powers conferred on the delegate by 
French lew a~e transferred to higher French authorities, 
it will be tor those authorities to execute the obligations or 
the delecate under this agreement. 

4. In the forward 1one1 

(i) It will bo tor the delegate to tako 1 in accordance 
with French law, the necessary measures to give effect to 
the proviaiona of Article I and in particUlar to issue 
r egulat ions and to make appointments in the public services, 

(ii) In exceptional eases, where no French authority is 
1D a position to ensure the operation ot tho administrative 
aerwiceal the Coacander-in-chiet may 1 as a tenporary measure 
and peDd ng the des ignation ot a French authority by tho 
delecate 1 take such urgent measures as Rre required by 
a111tar7 necessity. 

(iii) The powers under the state of s i ege will be 
ozerc1aod b7 the Allied Commander-in-chief t hrough t he French 
milltar7 delecate in Accordance with French law. 

~! (i) In the interior zone the conduct of the administration 
or tbe territor7 and responsibility therefo;, i ncluding the 
powar1 UQder the state or siege, will be entirely a mo tter t or 
the Frenob Authorities, · Special arrangements will be made 
between tbe Allied ComD&nder-in-chiet and the ccmpotcnt French 
autboritiea in order that all measures necessary tor the conduct 
ot m~lit&r7 operation• may be taken , 

(ii) Moreover, 1n accordance with Article 2(iii) and by 
acre .. ent between tne Allied Commander-in-chief and the 
delecate 1 certain portiona ot the interior zone (known as 
mil1tar7 .on .. ) mar be subJected to a special reg1~e on account 
et their Yital mil tary importance, for example ports, fortified 
naYal areas, aerodrome• and troop concentrat ion areas . In 
the militar7 aonea the Allied Commander-in-Chief may request 
the French authoriliea to take all measures resulting from the 
atate ot aiece which he considers necessary , Tho conduct 
ot the territorial adminis tration and the responsibility theref or 
will neYerthelesa be aolely a matter tor the French authorities . 

6. The 11ailon otticera referred to in /,rticle 3 ( i1) will be 
Dlaced b7 the militar{ delegate at t he di sposal ot the French 
ldmin1atration, end w 11 ensure liaison between tho sa id 
~dministration and the Allied torees. 

7. (i) Member• or the French Lrmed Forces serving in French 
unita with the Allied t orcea in French t erritory will como under 
the exclusive Jurisdiction of the Fr ench courts. Other 
Prenohaen who at the time ot entering France as members of 
the Allt;d Foreea are s erving in condition• Which make them 
aubJeo t to Allied laval1 Military or Air Force law, will not 
be recarded aa member• or the French hrmed Forces t or this 
purpou. 

t 
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(11) PeraOM who are aubjoot t o tiM eaolu.in •u41oU oa or the French Author1t1ee .. {l ln tbe abaiDia ot auob Avtborltloa, be arroeted by the Allied Kl t ary Polloa and datolaed ~ tb .. until they can be handed o•er t o the ooapetent PI'MO!I &utborlUIIo 
8. ~ ) In the exerc l ee ot jurl edlctlOII OYII' alYlllaal tiM dolocate will aake the neoeeeary ar ranc ... nte t or llllari&, tbo speedy trial, in ooepetent French c~ 111 tho Ylclllltr or auob civilian• a• are allecld to hiYe co.aitted ott encee acal 111t tbo pereone, property or eecurity ot the Alli ed t or aee. 

(ii) For .thie purpoee tho all i tary delocate will place at the diepoeal or tho Allied Coamander-ln.Chlet allitary t rib'DIIIla at l aid down in tho ordonnance ot June 6th 1944. Tha Al l i ed Comm~nder-in.Chiot will doeifnate tbe ailitarr roraationa t o whiob he wishes a military tribune to be attached. fbi ailitar y dolegete will immediately take tho neaeeeary IIIIIUI'el to aet ur these tribunele aeoordlncly. The All i ed Coacander-i D-Chi et w 11 be kept intoreod of the reeult ot the proceedince. 
9. (i) ~ithout prejudice to the pro•ieione ot Articlo 131 ~llied ~orvieo courte and author ltloe will ha•• oxcluJlve juriadiottll over all me~bere of their rei Jectivo tore•• · 

(ii) Britieh (or Amer ican) national• not balonclnl to euch f orces who ere o~ployed by or who accompany those f orcee, end are subject t o tllled Nevill, l'1l1ta ry or .f.ir Foree law, will t or tbla purpose be r oc•rded ae members ot tho Allied toreoe. The eame will npply t o aueh persons it poeaeeeinc the nationalit7 ot onother hlliod state orovided tha t they were not tlret reoru1to4 1n any French t erritory. If t hey were so recruited they will be subj ec t t o French jurisdiction in the ebeenee of othor er rantementa between the euthor1t1oa or their state ond tho French 1\uthoritlea. 
(ill ) Tho 1\lllcd military euthorltioa will koep the FriDOb ~uthorltl os i nformed or tho r esult or proeood1nge taken aca i net 010mbcrs or tho /•llied forCOI eharsed dth Offoneel Alalntt peraone s ubJect t o the ordlnery jur1adiet1on ot tho French courte , 
(lv) Tho queetion or jurisdict ion over such merchant eaemon ot non-French nat1onel1ty •• aro not tubJcct t o ~llled SerYice l ow will require s pec ial t r eatment and should fora the subject of ( s oparato arransementa. 

10. Person• who in eeeordanea with ~rtlcle 9, are eubject to t he oxcluelvo jurisdiction of Allied Sor•lee eourte and authorltloe 01oy however be erroatod by the Proneh Pollee tor offences acainet Froneh low, and dote1ned until they can be handed over tor dleposal to the epproprlato /.lliad Ser•ice authority. The procedur e tor handln& over euch persone wlll be a matter tor l oca l • rrengooonts. 
11. 1\ certificate el r ned by an Allied officer of t1eld rank or its equivalent that the poreon t o whom i t r otere belonce t o one ot tho classes ment i oned in /. rt1cle 9 ehall be concluelve. 
12. The neeeaeary arrancooonta will be made between the Alliod milita ry author1t1ee and the competent Proneb Authorities to provide meohlnory for euch mutual assiatance as may be r equi red i n coking 1nvoat1gatlona, oolloetins eYidence1 and enaurlnc tbe ettondonee of wltneeeoe i n relation t o ••••• t riable under Allied or French Jur1edict1on. 

( 13. Should e1rcumstancea require pr~vleion to be aade for the oxoreise or Juriedictlon in e iYil matter• over non- French meebere or the ~lllod force• preoent in Prance! the competent Frenob t.uthor1 t1oa will coneult the 'llled mi itary authorit l ea recerdl lll the meaeurae t o be odopted, 
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1• (1) !be Allied toroe1, their m .. ber1 end or,enil&tioaa 
atlaobe4 to tb .. , will be ea .. pt tr~ all direot tazea, whether 
l ewi.S tor tbl •~te or looal euthorltlea. fbi1 proviaion doea 
not appr to Punob aat1011alal nor , ' "bleot to the prov111ona or 
para1ra (iii ) below to tore 1nera whataoe ver their nationa l ity, 
reai4en 1n P?ence and reoruit.S by the Allied torcea on the apot. 

(1i) Articloa imported by. the Al lied force• or tor t heir 
aocounti or by membera ot thoae t orces within the l imit or their 

feraona noedai will be exempt rr~ cust om. dutiea a nd from all 
nternal duea evi ed by the cuatoma administration{ except 1nsofor 

aa impor ted articles are re-aol d later t o t he civi ian 
popula tlon. 

{iii) The applicati on of tho above provisions will form 
the sub ject of lat er necotia t ions , which, a t t ho request of 
either party1 may be ext ended to cover taxes which are not 
r eferr ed to 1n this Ar ticl e . 

1~. The iccuni ty from French jurisdict ion and taxation resul ting 
from /.rtiel ea 9 and 14 will extend t o such selected civilian . 
officials end empl oyees of the /:lliod Oovorlll:lonts , present in 
Franco in furtherance of the purposes of the All i ed forces , as 
may from ti~o to t i ne be notified by the hlliod military 
authoriti es t o tho coopotent French a uthority . 

16. (i) The r espect i ve Allied authorities will es tablish 
ela 1~s coccisstons to examine and dispose of ~ny e l8 1~ s tor 
coMpensation for deoago or injurr pr ef e rred tn llotropol1tan 
Frnncc ~gainst oeMbcr9 ot t he Al l ed f orces concer ned (o ther 
than r-cDbcrs o f the Fr ench f orces), exclusive of cl a ins f or 
da~age or injury resulting !roo enomy action or ouerations 
against tho oneoy. 

{11) If the clAins como1~s1on ccncernod i s unable t o 
s ettle any c laim r crorrod t o it , tho ~tter shell be r eferred to 
the competent French t uthority, who ~ill doal oith i t as if the 
e l aic wore one preferred aga inst a oenbcr of the French o111tary 
forces . The /.llied /.uthoriti es concerned agree t o accept 
liabi l ity i n respect of a ny clni c so r eferr ed t o the Frenth 
authority in tho sane ~ay Pnd t o the sere extent to ~hich the 
French Oovor~ent would be liable in s1n1lar c1rcunstances for 
dai'T!ago o r injury caused by a oecber of the French ;,reed Forces. 

{i11) The coMpetent l.lliod and French i.uthortties 1'1111 
l ate r d iscuss e nd dctoroinc the detai l ed a rro nge~onts necessary 
for exan ining and disposing ~f t he clai~s r oferrod t o in this 
/,r ticle and the cachinery for ref erring conte s t ed cases to the 
c ompetent French authority . 

17, {i) Tho fll1ed f orces ray obtain •tithin the 11n1ts of 
~hot is Available, tho supplies, fac ililies and service• which 
they need for the eODmon ~ar effort . 

(11) In tho fort~ard znno , the /.llied Coml'ander- in -Chief oay 
r equisition lAbour goods , the usc of lond ond buildings, ~eons 
or t r anspor t end oihcr servicca necessary for o111tary op6:~t1ons . 
Save in tho exceptional case referred t o in l.rtielo ~(11) above 
those requisitions shall be cndo in accordance wi th French law, 
in pa r ticular es r ega rds prices , wages and r oros of roroent, 
e:nd t""rough t he French j~ uthori t ies . 

{iii) In tho i nterior zone tho del ega te will specify the 
administr ative a l thorities who wl11 be responsible f or pr ocuring 
for the /. ll1ed Commander- In-Chief the supplies, fae111t1es and 
servi ces needed by the /;llicd forces 1 decisions be1nf taken by 
nutual ocreeMent• nevertheless , t he French Authorit os shell 
have the right ot final decision, subject to the ir undertakings 
with regard to the conduct of tho wa r . 
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(iv) In exceptional cases, eapecially when i t 1a a ~tter ot •~all quantitiee or supplies, tac111t1es and servieaa tho All ied f orces ~y procure these by direct purc~se ead• in accordance with current French ~rices and wages, 
(v) The French and 'llied Military Authorit1oa shall jointly taka the measuroa necessary to en1ure tha t the provisions ot thia 'rticle are carried out. 

lR, Other que1tiona ar1ainc as a result or the l1bcrat1on ot Prench terr itory by the Allied f orces (tor oxample, tnlind tranaport) which are not dealt with in thia memorandum or covered by other aareeoent1 •hall t orm the 1ubjeet ot separate arrana .. ecta . In particular 1paoial arranceoenta will be cede to aacure the obaarwation by the Allied torcos ot tho French r eculationa concerninc the oxehanco or currency and oxport ot capital • 

~ 
fl etr1hptt gp • 

, 

T,O,O. 012120Z 
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COPY lf0~-1-
Tol Jv;Lt Jtatr 111ulon. · 

lrDIIII 'lor Cabinet Otrlc••• 

Dated• l•t July, 1944. 

2...L.f. -flOP i)O 

Monorandum No . II r olat lnc to currtPAY end Mutual j14. 

1.' Subject to t.rticles 2 end 7 below, the pro'tillonl ot the 
Protocol of llutuol Aid botwoen the Oovorn.ent or Great Britain 
on~ Northern Ireland and tho french Coomtttee or lfatlonal 
Liberation stgnc~ ot Alglora on February 8th 19~, 1hall apply 
to Motropol1 tan F'rance. For thll purpoae t~a French AI'IIIK Porcoa 
shall be such French forces wherever oonatttuted, lnolud1n( the 
French rorce1 ot the Interior, 

2. (i) The co~petent British and French Authorttlal 1hsll 
consult together iome~iately to determine the modtttcationa and 
adjustments or the proviaiona or the aboYa mentioned Protoool 
which are necesaary in or~or to adapt the aaid prO'Iilioftl to the 
circumstances and conditions in Metropolitan France. Whlllt 
each party retains the right or tlnal decillon, ln the licht 
of ita own potent1al1t1es and responatbllttlelt dectalonl 11 to 
the nost oftoctive use or resources shall, 10 rar •• posaible, 
be nede in co~on, ln pursuance or the comnon· plana.tor wlnntnc 
the war. 

(11) Whenever, l n accordance with the pro•llio•or Article 
17 of Me~orandum No, I, the Brltiah Arced l'oreal procure IUppliet, 
facilities and services as mutual old within Metropolitan France, 
by way of requisition or direct purchase , payment will ba madal-

and 

(a) By the French Autnoritiaa tor article• requisitioned! 

(b) By tho Brltiah Lrmed Force• tor articles directly 
purchased, ln which ease they will use the tund1 
in French currency placed at their diapoaal ln 
accordance with Article 3 or this Agreement, 

3. (i) . Tho cocpetant French Authorltiel will place at the 
dl aposal or the British War Office auch tunda in French cur .. noy 
•• aro required in Motropolltan France by tha Briti1h Areed Fore•• · 
The detailed application or this paracraph will be aettled by 
an ~grcod oxeha nge or l et ters. 

(ii) No re J•bursamont ahall be aade by the Government or 
the Unit ed Kingdom o! any funda prOYided in accordance with 
porogropb (i) •bovo and used for the procurement ot auppliel, 
faciliti es or services which woul4 nor~~lly be provided by the 
French Authorities aa mutual aid, 

(1i1) In ao tar as such tunds are uaed tor tha PIYt allowan•< 
and other emolument• or the Britlah Armed Force• in lletropol1tan 
France, the Government of the United Kincdom 1hall 1et a1lda 
quRrtcrly t o the credit ot t he competent Franoh Authorltiel 1n 
London the sterling equivalent or the fundi ~o used , The 

~SSIHKD -. I 
J .o .a . Regra~1nl; veoo&N ~l>·7 

a1 rr( Datoi\PR 1 0 197'1 
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OOYaPnBant or the United X1ncdoa ohall also s et as ide t he otorltn• 
equiYalent or fUCh fundi a1 are uaod t or other purpose• which do 
not tall within the •cope or paragraph ~1!) -~~ve . 

(iY) On the termination cr thll '•RhP'l: ·~~. lh~ Br•. tl&h 
'fer Ottlca shell r eturn t o the competent ~N,,h .:u:t.or1t1cs nn:· 
ouch funds which have not bean usod . 

~ . In order that the aatistaotion ot th$ loca l r equirements cr 
the Brit11h /,rmed Foreea Ill&)' hove t he l east possible diaruptivy 
artaot on t he economy ot Fra nco, tho British Military Authori t1c! 
and the French luthoriti t l will conoult together, whenovor 
operations permit! as to the otorea and su~plies which British 
Arm7 Procurement geneioo and individual officers and men a r o 
permitted t o obtain locally. The British Military Authori ties 
will place such restrictions as aro agreed to be necessarY on 
purchaoea, whether by agencies or troops , 

~. Tho OoYcrncent or the Uni ted Kingdom undertake to replAce 
or to r otund ln starling the cost or any articles r equisitioned 
or purchased with francs by the British i.rced Forces! which 
require r eplacement from abroad. Thl s docs not app y to 
component parts or co=ponont catarial, 

6. In order to facilitate financial settlacents between the 
United Kingdom and France, a sepa rate agree~ent will bo c~ncludod 
nt the appropria te t 1oe t o covorn the monetary arrangamonta between 
t he two countries, 

7, This /ogreement shall bo reso r d.ed as hovlnF coco lnto force 
on Juno 6th, 19~. 

DOH 
Distribution. 

T.O.O. 01203SZ 
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IIOQ 231 

COPY No,__f 

To• Joint Sta rr IJ1ssion. 
Prom• Wa r Cabinet O!!ices, 

Dated• lst July , 19 ~4 , 

K••grendug lo. I I I r ol ot in« to property in Metropol i tan Fronsq. 
1. (i) War material Calling into the hands or rorces operatins UDder tho ocaeand ot the All i ed Co~ander-1n-<:h iot 1 shill subJect to tha pr ovision• or para . (1i1) below be exolu~ed from t he operation of the succeedinc articles ol this ~e~orandunl but 1otclllpoa1nc or such war material t ho lllliecl Commander- n-<:hle! will taka into account any representations ~ado t o him by the ooepatent French Autboritiea. The French ~uthoritiea will bo reaponslbla for accountinc 1 at may be nocassary1 to tho other United latinna tor all tuch war material hanclocl over t o t~e~ by the UUocl C.-ander-1.n-Chht . 

(1i ) The tara "war aaterial • meant any a~a, equipment or other propart7 •hataoever balongins to, uaed by or i ntended tor uae b7 aD7 e~ •ilitar7 or para-military roreations or any ... bora thereof 1n oonneotion with their operations . 
(11i) The lllliocl Comaender- in-<:hiot mar release any war .. tar1al aa defined in peracraph (ii ) above and not required by ~. 1n Ybioh caae it aball be t reated in accordance with tho aaooeocli.JIC t r ticl .. or thia •8110renda. IIbera he roquirea any .aeb .. r .. torlal! other than ar.e , which pr ima facie appears to tho French Author t 1ea t o have bean 1n French private ownership, 1t aball be r aquiaitioaocl in accordance with Article 1? or -..oNIIda l o. I. 

2. tbe Alli ed C~nder-ln-chief ahall, aa aoon aa practicable , relooae all property which eomee into t he banda or the f orces oporat1ac under hia ooaaaand 1n Metropolitan Prance, end t he · ca.patent French ~uthor1t 1aa shall than raeume ln reepoct thereot tbelr DOr.al admln1atrative tunctiont and powert . 
3. tba Prencb Authorltiea will accept reeponaibility t or the prot"tlon and, lD tba avant or the owner or hb accrad1tad aseat DOt bolDI preaent, tho adaln1atratioa ot &ft1 pr operty ret errad to in Article 2 above wh1eb i l not in publi c or private French cwnarahlp, and doea not bolonc to aft1 state or ne t ional or a state wtth whlcll aD7 ot tho tlnitod Mationt has been at Wllr a t any time ainee tho let Sept .. bor, 1939. 

4. Tho Freocb Authorltiee will aeeuae roaponsibilit7 tor t he outtod{• la accordance with French law, of anr property r et erred t o 1n r t i ole 2 ebove , which be lonca t o &ft1 state or national ot a atate with which 1111 ot the United Mationa baa been at war at 1111 ti&e aince tha let September 1939. It il underatood t hat . the French Authori tioa wtll be reaponaibla t or account , aa oay be naoeaeary1 to tha other Uni ted Nations tor all property ratarrad t o 111 thla /. r tlcla. 

,, . 
.ao.a. I\Opoa41n& •- llfHd.' ;?/ 
117 e'C Date APR l 0 1973 
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s. llothlJI& 111 thlt ••oraad• ehall attMt C!le r1111t fll tal All ied Commender-ia-Chiet to r~uleltloD .., propartf t. ... ~.,.~·•-•••• ~1th the pr6v1eioa. ot Article 17 or 11.-oraad• 1o. • 
6. llothl nc in t hls ••oraad• eball atrMt tile un~~~-.te already ~J r•ed bet .. en the •~rteat Brlt leh aid Preao~ Aatborltlee conoer n1na t he uee and dle poea ot .eeeels captured or toaad b7 Allied r oroee 111 the eouree ot operetlone tor the llberetloa ot Europe . 

DON 
dlstrlbutl on 

T,O,O, Ol21)8Z 
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I!OD 232, 

' COP! IO,_J_ 

To• Joint Start Kiaa1on, 

1romt War Cabinet Otficaa, 

Dated t 1st July, 1944, 

Ueporop4UQ lo 1 IV r elat1nc t o Publicity Arrongemgnts. 

1, The functions, which at the beginning or tho war were 
exer cised by tho French Information Comissariat 1n r espec t or 
all that concerns publicity in France (press , r adio, cinema, 
news asencie1)1 will be exercised in liber ated Metropolitan France 
by the French services desi gnated for the purpose by tho del egate 
r et erre1 to in ~rticle 3 of V.em~randum No, I. 

2, (1) In tho forwa rd zone the Allied Col!llll8nder-in-Chiot will 
exercise tho r ight or strictly militory censorship of the 
press, radio , cincme , news agoncies ~nd i n genoral all publications . 

(ii) I n the i nterior zone the Fronch Services will consult 
tho censorship authori t ies or tho ~llied Co~mander-in-Chi of on all 
me ttors r eletins t o mili tary oporoti cns end will carry out the 
military censorship instructions co~unicatcd by him. 

3. llewspoper s and publicat ions intended f or /,lli ed t r oops other 
than Prench shall not be subj ected t o any control r esulting from 
t he application or /.rticle 11 except i n cAS es wher e such newspaper s 
or publicati ons a r o d istribu~ed or s old t o the French public . 

4 , Equipment used or i ntended t or use by t he various organa 
or publicit y enulnerated in l.rtic l o 1 nbove, e. g. pr omises, plant , 
supplies e tc,, will not bo r equi s itioned by the Al lied Commander­
in-C hief except on c r ounds of urgent military necess ity or by 
agreement in ench coso between t he del egate and the /,lli ed ComDAnder­
in-Chief or t heir r epr esentatives. 

5. The French Services r esponsible t or publicity will facilitate 
in every possible manner the task of t ho ;,Uied Cor.llllander- in-Chief. 
They will be instructed to collabora t e with him in r egn rd to the 
issue or notices t o the populetion necessitated by t he conduct or 
operet1ons or by the security requi rements of tho ~ll ied f or ces 
or or the population itsel f . 

DOll 
d istribution 

T,O.O. 012l40Z 

-=z.t~lTIED 
J.C.S . Regrading »o•e>-lf:p"l2 · 7/ 

,, J.f __ ooteAPP t 0 1973 
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lfOQ 231. 

'" COPY NO ,--r-

To o Joint Staf f Mi ssion, 

From• 'far Cabinet Offices. 

Dated• lst July, 19~4 . 

''fS~t!!~l:ij"J~~f~t!;::?iflt:~~t!S"R~{rg~8fi{.~upplios 

... The French Delec•t1on have r equested t hat ue~oranduo No, I 

0 

ahbald prov1do thatl-

(a) The placea where the French Administration take over 
WQPpliea laported tor the civil population, and tho arrangoQonts 
tor thia purpoae, ahall be determined by agreement bet ween tho 
Allied C.-ander-in..Chiot and the delegate, 

(b) Fr._ tha IIOlllent or taking over tbeee auppl1e.a, the French 
A~in1atrati~ shall be responsible tor their distribution to 
tile oiY11 population, 

~ Tha British Delegation are able to atato that thoy agree in 
prtDilpla that the detailed diatribution or relief aupplioa 
1n liberated Metropolitan Franco should be handled by the 
Freaeh. Adalnlatratlon, Detailed arrangements for thia purpoao 
woa141 ot oouraa, be aada after conaultation between the 
A11tea Ca..andar-in..Chilf and the delegate, I t ia reoogniaod, 
~'l'lr, that military neoasaity aay 1n certain circums tances 
~lra tbat r elief a~plioa are diatributed direct to tho 
o1Yll population by tha Allied Military Authori tiea. 

1D '1'1.. hcweYor of the fact that a lar1e proport ion of 
tha OiY11 railer aupp{iea imported into France by tho hllied 
Corn•Ddar-ln-<:hiet will co.e tree aourcoa other than Britiah, 
~ o011patent Britlah authori tiea do not r eal that it would 
be appropriate to include tho provia1ona proposed by tho 
French Dellaat1on in Memorandum llo, I, 

DOll 
Diatr1but1ot!. 

T,O,O, 01214SZ 

DI CLASSIFIID 
J.c .s . Regra.41ng Wemo :,t ~~·if 

87 ~-( CotJIPR 1 0 1973 



- jA__. " ~~ J.~ 
Carbon ini tialett •c , If . OK P. 'I .~ . • and re t.umod t.o S.crot.ary of St.at..e, 7/18/44 . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

July 10, 19+Co 

MljiiO!WfW)( roR THE PNiSippt 

In ~&ling with the French repreaentativea here, they ina1et upon hartng an outline or what ve expeot to do in respect or mutual aid tor Continental rranoe, '!'he attached ia a rertaed aemorandua on the subJect, tor prsesntation to the French, wh1oh haa reosived ~he ~proval of State, War, fre&IU1'71 and n:.t., We belleve th1a prograa will tully promote war obJectivee and at the aame tiae protect Unlted Statea intereata. We hope tor early oonaideration and deo1aion aa the French will delar agreeaent on oivil adll1n1atrat1on and ourrenor arrangeaenta until autual aid queat1on ia olar1fied. In an)' event, final texta tor lend leaee and autual aid will have to be worked out in detail and sublli tted to you tor approval before oloaing with the rrenoh. 
On July 8 I aubll1tted tor your information a aemorand1111 outlining the general baeia on wh1oh we 1118'­geated lend leaae arrangeaente with the rrenoh would be negotiated. It 1a 111 underatand1ng that you did not d1aouu the oontenta or the July 8 aemorandtlll v1 th General de Gaulle. 'l'he rertaed ae110randUII wh1oh 1a attached outllnea the lend lease arrangeaent along aoaevhat narrower linea than vera proposed in the July 8 aemorand1111, Speoitical1)'1 the el1gibill ty or oona1111able induatr1al good.a under lend leaae is tightened, and in point or t i me the proposed arrangeaenta are tied generally to the end or the war in Europe rather than to the end or hoatil1t1ea with all our enell1ea. 

While as atated above, rEA approves the attaobed aemorandllll, rEA atatea that it still pretere the JulY 8 draft, 

Attaohllentt 

Memorandtlll dated 
July 10, 19+c., 



KA!Q!W!D!J)! 

I. the United 8tatee Government propoaeo that aid ~e 

made availa~le !or Continental rranoo on the 

following ~aeio: 

1 . IQul pment and o~pliea tor the French armed 

toroea and ahort-llfa 1nduetr1al and maintenance 

artioleo and mater1ale !or employment in French 

war producti on or oommunioatlono. to the extent 

approved a a neoeeeery mill ta.ry aid, would ~· 

turnlahed under atra1gbt lend-lease until euoh 

t1at after the end o! boat111t1eo 1n Europe ao 

the Prea1dent may deterg1ne to ~. neoeoaarr ln 

the war effort. 'fhereatur, auoh eQuipment, 

auppllee, lrtioleo, and aateriale, to the extent 

thAt the UnHed 8tateo Gournaent bad agreed to 

aake tba ualla~le and ha4 tiM:a e1 ther in 

lnYentory or under contract, would ~e dol1Yered 

and paid tor on credit arrangement• under 

8eot1on 3(o) or the Lend-Lease Act. 

2. Long-l11'e 



2. LoJ1i-l1fe i nduatrial art1oha and 11Ahr1ala 

tor French production eaeential to tho 

pro .. out1on ot the war 1n EUrope or to tho 

IUppOrt , IUpp~, -'ld protection ot .Ul1od 

&rllld torcea 1n the imod1ate period follow-

1ng the end of hoatilitlea in Europe would 

be furnished on orodlt arrangement• under 

&eotion ~(o) of the Lend-Leaao Act. 

~. ..Ul other aupplioa turniahod by the United 

Statea Governlllent wou,ld b e paid tor ourrentl:r 

in dollars. Theoe would include eupplioe 

t urnlahod under Plan 'A'. It the amount ot 

dollar• aoquued b:r the French aut!lorltlu 

on account ot troop pa:r 11 inadequate to p&:r 

tor auch eupplieo, the Pronoh author1t1oo 

will uoe tor th11 purpo11 the gold nov held 

1n tho terr1tor1ao undor the control ot tho 

French authoritiea and auch other gold and 

dollar aaoeta •• ma:r bt or may beooao avail-

able to tho French author1t1ee . 

II. It 



-~-

H h propooe4 that tho tollowinc t)'pu ot auhtanoo 

would be &ado aYa1lablo •• rooiprooal len4-leaoo aid 

t r011 Franco, and all territory under tho oontrol ot 

t lu Co.aitt .. , to tho extent that ther can be moat 

otteot1vel7 procured therein: 

l. K1l1tar;y equipment, nunitiono, oupplioo, 

matorialo , oerY1ceo, proJecto, and tao111t1ee 

tor the United 9tateo armed tcroee, exoopt !or 

the pa;y and allowance• or auoh !oroeo; 

2. 9ucb aaterialo required !or uee 1n war indue-

tri ee o! the United Stat11, ae the Committee 

a&7 be 1n a poai t1on to euppl7; 

3. In exceptional oaeea, and part1oularl7 in 

oaaeo or local proourer:>ent or at.:ppliu, where 

it io more practicable to aeoure such reoiprooal 

aid b7 direot purohaoe, Frenoh !ranoo will be 

used ror thio purpoae, and the goode oo pur­

ohaaed will be oonaidered u reciprocal aid. 

III. It 



III. It would be agreed tbat tbe Uni ted Stateo would 

undertake to replace or retWJd ln dollaro, the 

coot or &n1 artlcleo obtained !rom the Oomm1ttee 

•• reolprocal ald wb1cb bave been lllported at the 

coet ot the Collllll1 ttee Md wh1 cb oan cnl 7 be 

replaced rroa eourceo other than Franoe and 

terr1tor1ee under t.be control or the Com1111ttee. 

Tb1o doeo not applr to oomponent parte or ooeponent 

aaaterlal . 



-------,-:-----

T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I belt eve th" TrniiAII'"Y eave you n 
mor.oronrtun on the c\v\1 uffa1,..s nd~tnt­
~t.'"Htion or Fronoc. Also , t unllo,.atan~ 
the Stntt> Dc-,t . ncnt you n TI'OI"O"'Hnnum of 
''"0 •osed F-enoh Lend Leo de n,.-raorC'rrents , 

conv of •.:ht ch 111 ett.uche<l . 

M- • .'Jell ~~~~.'S thf' T-easu-y reels 
•.h1~ le•t:e- should be .. subject or aenarut.e 
eonve.,..aet.ion . 

7boy un<lerstttn•l o!u,t you -end the 
-;~~·.e "e·,t . <"er.C to Con. "eGeullc tt'lll &!'" 
hiM that the COntentlf Of t h \A l'ei'"O !9 ·)Jet 
tht, Gove-rnr.ent had in mtnd and lnten~ed 
to p·oceed on. CenC''I"IIl L'eCeull e 1e su'>••oee~ 
to hav e said "that 18 f l nn" and t h<"- or o,..P 
I t h Ink thA Stat" Do~t ., toFte the" d th the 
FrPnoh , lns l et on eol n~ ehPnd nn t h1s bonl n. 

Can vou lot mo have o 11ord for 1:- . 
Uell to at-oiFht!!n out the llholo mntter 
oq to •·1hat vou really 11ant do no? 

CGT 

7/l)/4J.. 

The president directed me to tell 
Secretary Bell tbat be did not read tbe 
meiDOrandum to Geo. deCaulle and tor him 
to str aighten the matter out witb t he 
State t)epartMnt. 

G. C. '1'. 

' 
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.... 
!1£1(0 FOR .-H&: PRESI DE:tl'l': 

On th·· 27t" or June the Secretar" of Sta:e aent a memo t o you re Frenoh Lend Leaee nrrangem~nte & asked 1! you would llkc h1g to au 'ball t a detailed au 'liar'' . You 1nd1eated t~~: JOU weuld . Herewith 1s the aummary whloh they thoup,ht you would like to eee before Gen. DftGaulle h.ae. l"lls • .. >Oint er,~ \-.1~~ yo·, t, Ja;-- . 

GGT 



DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 
WASHINGTON 

July A, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Sgb 1eot: Summery ot Propoaed French Lend-
Lease Arrangements 

The fol lowing arrangements, approved by the State 

Department and the Foreign Eoonom1o Administration, 

are designed t o establish a foundation tor t he supply 

program now being planned tor France, in the event 

that the French Committee i s called upon to aot in 

France. 

It i s proposed that aid be made avai lable to the 

French ae t ollowe: 

A. All civilian suppli es would be paid tor 

currently i n cash, including t hose made available 

by the Army during the military period. 

B. Industrial supplies which can reasonably 

be expected to have a poet- war usefulness or a sub­

stantial poet-war value, together with consumable 

industrial supplies not required tor military produc­

tion, would not be furnished on str ai ght lend-lease 

but would instead be so~d to the French on a long­

term basis ot payment as provided in the draft Lend­

Lease Liquidation Agreement (under Section 3(c) ot the 

Lend-Lease Act) recently proposed to t he Russians. 



- a -

The broad principles of this agreement were approved 

by you on Uarch 7. 

C. Supplies required by the French forces and con­

sumable industrial supplies and equipment required for 

such French military production as may be desirable 

would be transferred to the French as straight lend­

lease during hostilities. After the cessation of 

hostilities, however, sue~ supplies and equipment, 

to the extent t hat we had agreed to make them avail­

able and had them either in inventory or under con­

tract, would be del~vered ·and paid for on the same 

basis as i tems in B above. 

On their part, the French would make aid avail­

able to us as f ollows: 

A. Supplies, services, and facilities required 

by our forces either in French territories or else­

where (to t he extent t hat French territories are the 

moot practical source of supply) would bs furnished 

as reverse lend-lease aid. 

B. Strategic materials f rom French Colonies 

required by our war industries would also be made 

available as r ever se lend-lease. 

C. French currency, in amounts judged necessary 

by appropriate American officials to pr ovide reverse 

lend-lease aid by means of cash purchase whenever 



ottici&l .. thode ot requiaitioning are inadequate, 

would alec 'be provided 'b7 the Pl'ench UD4er proT1 aione 

eiailar to the franc depoait acco\lllt .. t up UDder the 

terra a ot the llo4ua V1Yen41 1n French Borth Africa. 

It deaira'ble, lia'b1lit7 tor all eurrenc1 expended 1n 

Prance to prooure it•• qualU)'ing ae reverae lend­

lease, 1nclu41ns currenc1 iaaued UDder the author1t)' 

ot the Supreme Allied commander, would 'be aeawud 

b7 the French CCDIII1ttee aa a part of the currener 

and depodta to be ude anilable aa reciprocal aid. 

If rou appro•• theae arrangement•, diacuaaiona 

with the Prencb Coanittee 1n regard to the agreemente 

neceual')' to put them into effect could atart 1n the 

near tutura. 
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