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Personal snd L Paris, January 10, 1938.

————

Deer Commander-in-Chief:

Orders duly received and contents noted. Ob-
edience, however, impossible due to absence of second
in command who is in Switzerland taking care of his
sinus as usual.

Don't worry about me. There is lots of life in
the old carcass yet. The only time that I wes really
unbearably overworked was thls summer, when everyone
on earth was here for the Exposition. As you know,

I am going to teke a long holiday this Spring beginning
ebout the first of Merch. I may, in addition, visit
Senator Cuttoli in Algiers for a week the end of this
month. That will depend on the date when Hugh Wilson
will pass through Peris.

4is I wrote you before, I believe thet there is a

real chance to bring France and Germany eloser together

this

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United Stetes of America,

The White House.
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this year and I want to concert a lot of things with
Hugh.

I was, of course, delighted at Joe Kennedy's ap-
pointment to London e&nd I wish that I could have & talk
with him before he goes to his post. There is a lot
of information ebout the Embassy plumbing that he ought
to have, and you and I are the only people I know who
are sufficiently low-minded to discuss drains with him.
You will, I assume, have Joe in whsﬂingtan for several
weeks before he leaves and I hope you will have & chance
to remind him thet (1) the British Government has every
code of our Embassy in London. (You will remember
Ramsay MecDonald's stetement to me thet every message
sent or recelved by our Embassy in London is decoded
&t once and is on the desk of the Cabinet Minister
interested the following morning.) (2) It is highly
improbable that the British Government has missed the
opportunity to put the most efficient dictaphones in
our new Chancery, which is in e bullding only part of
which 1s rented by us. (3) There are probably dicta-
phones in the Ambassador's residence and certaln members
of the staff of the Embassy are undoubtedly members of
the British Secret Service.

This
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This is the kind of thing that the Department is
apt to consider too low to discuss with an Ambassedor
but it is something that Every Young Man Ought To Know.

Salmon, the head of the code room in the Depertment,
is an admirable fellow and he hes & number of new coding
devices which should be privete for a few messeges et
least. I think you ought to advise Joe to have a long
talk with Selmon and ask for some device which will
enable him, in time of need, to send you really con-
fidentiel messeges. I also think you ought to have Joe
take to London the best expert on picking out dictaphones
that the Navy or Army can produce and have & thorough
inspection made both of his house end his office.

It is extremely difficult, of course, to discover the
dann things without teering a house to pleces. For
example, recently in Moscow the French Embassy was about
to move into & new habitation which had been renovated
by Russian labor. The day the French Ambassador was to
move in, the ceiling of his office fell, revealing a
megnificent series of dictaphones esteblished in the
wells and celling. You will recell the fishpole dicta-
phone thet the Russians planted in the wall between Joe
Davies' bed and the desk where he dictated all his telegrams,

The
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The British ere not so ecrude as the Russians and an
investigation might yield nothing. Nevertheless, I
think it worth while to have one made.

Davies to Brussels wes & stroke of genius. He
can not do much harm there. And as there is slmost
no work to do he will be eble to survive physically.

As you doubtless know, Pletnev, the great Russien heart
specialist told him that his erteries were in such shape
that any serious work would kill him.

If you heve not yet picked the men to replace Davies
in loscow, I suggest that you teke an extremely stable
career officer. By all odds the best man, becsuse of
his knowledge of the Far East, would be MacMurrey. He
would doubtless hate to go there, as anyone else would,
but I think he would be excellent and the long suffering
steff in Moscow ought not to have to suffer the infliction
of enother Davies.

I was most serious in my recommendation that Wiley
should be sent to Riga. He is in Class I and hes done
service as Consul General in Antwerp. You will remember
that you announced that you required service as Consul
General as a prerequisite to appointment to the grade of
Minister. You haven't yet appointed one of the men who

has



hes done service as Consul General. You have appointed
Atherton, without service as Consul General, to Sofia.
I enclose a letter from Wiley which will glve you some
sense of his quality. Wiley knows the Russian scene

80 well that there is no one else so well equipped for
the Riga post,

I have had enother letter from Moore which is so
full of depression that I am honestly worried about the
old maen. He seems to heve been shelved completely and
feels it terribly. Can't you have him put on the Per-
sonnel Board? He cen be put on as the Secretary's re-
presentative, or a little emendment could be put through
to the Foreign Service Organization Act to provide that,
in addition to the Assistent Secretaries, the Counselor
of the Depertment should be & member of the Personnel Boerd.

Your handling of the PANAY sinking was masterly.

To turn it from a MAINE to a LUSITANIA was all thet eould
be expected and you got more out of the Japanese than
anyone here believed you ecould.

Henceforth, your chief job is going to be to.maintain
our national honor while avoiding involvement in war., The
best wey to do that, I think, is to be as wise as the

serpent
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serpent before the event, not after.

When Saint-Cuentin comes to see you, you will
face the quintessence of the Quai d'Orsay. He thinks
the Treaty of Versailles was the best treaty that could
be devised under the circumstances and that French foreign
policy since that time has been intelligent. When I
asked him if he saw any possibility of preservirg peace,
he sald thet he sew none. He did not feel that there
was enything that Frence end England could or should do
except walit. I said to him that this seered to me not
the poliey of a statesman but the poliey of an underteker.
He replied that efter all humen beings were so helpless
in the face of events thet all they could do was to bury
the dead.

He is upright end honoreble, and his point of view
end thet of Léger and the rest of the permenent officizls
of the Qual d'Orsay seems to me fatal. They heve so
much obstructive power that it is doubtful that Chautemps
or Delbos or Blum or anyone else wlll be eble to carry out
a constructive policy in the face of their intelligent and

well-informed negation.



I enclose the small word which I have sent to the
Department on Seint-Quentin. I think it might be useful
if you should say to him thet the United Stetes intends
to stay out of any war which may start on the continent
of Burope Just as long as possible.

I am looking forwerd with the most intense eagerness
to seeing you in March. There is so much to talk over
each dey that I wish that I could heve & foot on each
side of the ocean.

Blessings and good luck.

Yours affectionstely,

it o




THE WHITE HOUSE |
WASHINGTOMN

January 13, 1838,

MEMORANDUM FOR
M. A. L.

Tell Bill that I shall be
delightaﬂ to see his "0ld Testament
Duke" and that I am particularly
anxious to meet him because on
Christmas morning, having nothing
else to do, I read by pure chance,
before breakfast, his book "Les
Campagnes Ardentes," which was
crowned by the French Academy, and
his book "Francols Ier" which re-
ceived the Prix Gobert. I was so
much interested that after attend-
ing church I read those successful
and distinguished novels -- "Le
Papillon Noir", "Le Seigneur
Inconnu" and "Le Voyage de Satan."

Tell Bill that these are not
nearly ae interesting as fifteen or
twenty of his other books, which I
trust Bill will read and memorize
before he gets here in March!

F. D. Ra
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Paris, January 3, 1938,

Dear liiss Le Hand:

Antoine Plerre Marie, Duke de Levis-Mirepoix,
an extremely well known French writer and historian,
and what 1s more unusual, cne of the few-honest, au-
thentic, legitimete and certified dukes that still
exist in France, left for a tour of the United States
the other day on the same boat es Anne. He is going
to spend four months giving lectures all over the
United States to gatherings organized by the Alliance
Francaise. He called on me Just before leaving end
sald, as everyone does, that he would like to see the
Prezsident. I hope most heartily that the President

will see him if he can.

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
Secretary to the President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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The Duke looks more levi than Mirepoix, and per-
haps the family foot slipped somewhere, but I can assure
you that in spite of his looks he is a charning and in-
telligent gentleman and of real importance. The Presi-
dent may perhaps have read either his book, "les Cam-
pregnes Ardentes," which was crowned by the Acedémie
Francaise, or his book, "Francois Jer," which received
the Prix Gobert. He has also written a number of highly
successful and distinguished novels, notably "Le Papillon
Neir,"™ "Le Seigneur Inconnu®™ and "le Voyage de Satan.”™

I told Levis-Mirepoix that he would, of course,
have to have his request for an interview with the Presi-
dent presented by the French Embessy and he seld that
he had made all arrangements to have this done. He may
not be in Washington for some time but I hope that when-
ever he does arrive, you will be able to dig this letter
out of your memory and see that he has a glimpse of the
gentleman whom I assume I am now to call the Commander-
in-Chief.

Every possible good wish for the New Year.

Yours very sincerely,

=W

Williem C. Bullitt.
SRS



Paris, January 20, 1938.

Dear lir. President:

You have doubtless followed with amusement the
gyrations which resulted in the calling of llonsieur
Chautemps to replace lionsieur Chautemps.

He has more common sense than any other French
politician but I wish his present Linistry were a bit
stronger. He and Delbés want to go ahead on the
policy of reconciliation with Germany; but they are
likely to be thrown out by the Communists and Socialists
if they go far.

The curious thing about the "erisis™ was that no
one in France took 1t seriously. I have never heard
so many roars of laughter from the leading politicians
as during those days which were supposed to be critical.

When Herriot funked the Pramiarahip)ﬂentral Eurcpe
went over the dam., Austria will fell inte the hands of

Germany,

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Fresldent of the Unlited States of Ameriea,
The White House.



Germany, and France will do nothing except protest
feebly. That, plus a prolongation of the present
line in Rumania, will give CGermany a controlling
position in Central and Eastern Zurope. If the
Germans should have the common sense to refrain from
violence in their dealings with Czechoslovakia, they
should be able to get what they want without war,

That 1s;, I know, a big IF, and I remember that
everything was moving beautifully for Germany in
1914; but I feel that Hitler's present amiable atti-
tude wis-ad-vis France is baged on the convietion that
he will need to do nothing except be amiable in order
to get what he wants in Central ZEurope. Incidentally,
I believe that this outcome would be in line with the
real pollcy of Neville Chamberlain and the instructions
that he has glven his Ambassador in Berlin. e may,
therefore, see peace preserved by the simple process
of England and France acquiescing in German domination
over Central Europe.

I have spent too much time lately thinking of what
you could do to help the chances of peace. I have come
to the unpleasant conclusion that you can do nothing
effective in Europe until you have an ambassador in

Berlin and one in London who can discover for you what
those
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those Governments really want.

I remember talking over with you the idea that
you might call a world conference in Weshington to
discuss international law. I feel now that, while
such an appeal would be acceptable to American public
opinion, it would seem an escape from reality to the
rest of the world. It would be as if in the palmiest
days of Al Capone you had summoned a national confer-
ence of psychoanalysts to Washington to discuss the
psychological causes of crime.

Van Zeeland's report, which I have Jjust read,
seenis cold porridge. It may have been a bit hotter
before Neville Chamberlain recooked it but I find it
difficult now to belleve that it will excite the world.

I hope that you will consider with the utmost care
the question of Hugh Wilson's successor as Assistant
Secretary of State. Two reguirements are absolute:

(1) He should be a New Dealer; (2) He should know
the difference between Budapest and Bucharest!

I have been told that you are thinking of appoint-
ing a well-known, though faintly disguised, Pennsylvania
Republican to that post. I hereby rise in righteous
indignation and inform you that he will be objected to
by the Democratic Senator from Pennsylvania, the

Governor
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Governor of Pennsylvanlia, the entire Pennsylvania
Democratic organization, and yours truly. Do you
think that you could possibly persuade Roy Howard
to take the job? The best Democrats in the Service
now are, of course, John Cudahy and John VWiley.

I am leaving Faris tomorrow to spend three days
in Lorraine, in the course of which I shall have to
make eleven speeches at offleial functions and shall
be decorated with an LL.D., by the University of
Hancy.

Blessings and good luck,

Yours affectionately,

l‘hll lam C. Bullitt
———
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\ DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

January 24, 1938,

My dear Mr. President:

It 18 probable that Bill Bullitt has written you
directly regarding the new French Ambasgsador to the
United States. 1In the event that he has not done so,
however, I am sending you a copy of his despatech to the
Department of January 10th, in which he glves us his
estimate of M. de Saint-Quentin., I believe you will
find 1t intereating.

Belleve me

Fal yours,

The President,
The White House.



EMBASEY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Unnumbered Paris, January 10, 1938,

Bubject: Monaieur Doynel de Saint-Quentin.

FOR THE SECRETARY

AND UNDER SECRETARY

The Honorable

The 2ecretary of 3tate,

Washington, D. C.
Bir:

I have the honor to supplement my telegram
No. 19 of January &, 7 P.M., with regard to Monsleur
Doynel de Baint-Quentin,

Uonsieur de Saint-Quentin, as I telegraphed the
Department, 18 a charming gentleman who represents
faithfully and perfectly the ideas of the career
offielals of the Qual D'Orsay. He enjoys the implicit
confidence of Alexis Léger, Secretary General of the
French Foreign Office, and may be expected to reflect
his vlews rather than those of the Minister for Foreign
Affalrs or the Prdsident du Consell.

Moneleur de Salnt-Quentin, who speaks excellent

English, has never been in the United States,.
He

i
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He ie polite, intelligent, and cold, He meets &
queation which he finds it impolitic to answer truth-
fully by diverting his reply into a collateral and
innocucus channel. Like Léger, he fears intensely that
the United States may become involved in war in the Far
East and may draw in England and the Soviet Union; and
as a result, that Germany will be able to overwhelm with
impunity Auetria and Czechoslovakia., Like Léger, he is
primarily interested in oreserving the traditional power
and preatige of France in Central and Esstern Europe,

He believes that war with Germany cannot be avoided by a
policy of reconciliation but that if the United States
should allow Germany to believe that our intervention

in war on the continent of Europe would be almost
inevitable, OGermany might fear to take aggressive
action. He belleves that France and England should

have recognized Italy's conquest of Ethiopia in the
autumn of 1936 and thus have attached Itsly to France
and England,

In a word, Monsieur de Saint-Quentin i1s an upright
and dietinguished representative of those French diplo-
mats who are thinking primarily of preparing a perfect
White Book to be issued at the outbreak of the next
European war,

Respeotfully yours,
WILLIAM O, BULLITT
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Feb. 2, 1938

Telegram from Bullitt
‘to Sec. Morgenthau

In re-long conversation Marchandeau had with him,

cFE--Henry Morgenthau-Drawer 1--1938
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED

FROM: American Embassy, Paris, France
DATE: February 24, 1938, noon

NO.: 294

RUEH

FROM COCHRAN,

Today at eleven o'clock I saw Marchandeau, the
Minister of Finance. I made reference to our conversa-
tion of February 18 in which he asked whether the Ameri-
can Treasury was disposed to open with France and Englend
conversations under the Tripartite (see my telggram No.
268 of February 18, 6 p.m.).

I informed Marchandeau that his inguiry had been com-
minicated to Secretary Morgenthau. I said that Secretary
Morgenthau had been away from Washington for a few days,
but that upon his return he had authorized me to inform
Mr. Marchandeau that we are ready at any time to listen
but that, in view of the international political atmos-
phere, it 1s essential that any consultations and con-
versations which may take place under the Tripartite should
be strictly confidential and of a technical nature.
¥r. Marchandeau agreed that it is very necessary that
the talks be secret, and that we use the methods of con-

tact and communication heretofore utilized in technical
monetary discussions. With this in mind, he saild, Monick

is returning to Paris at the end of the week to report



any progress that he has made in TLondon, although

Mr. Marchandeau said that in view of the British Cabinet

erisis he doubted whether much could have been accomplished.

After Monick has made his report the Minister will get
in touch with me again.

Yesterday the French control lost a little more than
1,000,000 pounds, The pressure on the franc was even
greater this morning. The control had yielded 400,000
pounds by 11:45 a.m, even though the rate had been DET=
mitted to move to 154.45. My contact admitted that
the cracks in the French financial structure were becom-
ing obvious. Last night the Governor of the Bank of
France attended dinner at the Elysees. T understand he
gained the impression there that even Marchandeau's
Government associates and political friends do not accept
as serious measures toward reconstructing France's
finances the Marchandeau proposals which I reported
in my telegram of February 23, 4 p.m., No, £89.

BULLITT

EA: LWW
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{ France

RR GRAY

Havre
Dated Febrwry 25, 1938
Receivedll :20 a, m,

Secretary of State,

Washimgton,.

RUSH February 25, 11 a. m,.

PERSONAL AND Oeeseriifdede F0R THE PRESIDENT FROM
AMBASSADOR BULLITT.

"T could scarcely hear what you sald on the tele=
phone last night and assume that you had equal difficulty
in hearing me. I tried to express to you my profnund
conviction that for me to leave the field of foreign
affairs at this critical moment in order to become GOVEr=
nor of Penneylvania would be an abandomment of dutye. There
ere & number of men in our party who would make excellent
governors of Pennsylvania, notably Joe Guffey and Dave
Lawrence., Ny entire interest at the present time 1s in
devising ways and means to keep the United States out of
the series of wars which are on the horizonj and, as 1
said to you and perhapa you heard, if I should be nomi-
nated today for the governorship and should recelve a
wireless informing me of the nomination, I should at once

refuse by wireless,
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February 25, 11 a, m, from Havre

I shall come to the White liouse as soon as
possible after reaching New York and I hope that you
will not permit the party to put itself in the position
of being damaged by my refusal to run, I apprecilate
greatly the interest of Earle, Guffey ami Stern but
1t scems to me a peculiarly inanpropriate time for a
man who is experienced 1in foreign affairs to desert
them for domestic affairs,

As I have told you often, I shalil always be
ready to do enything that you wish me; but I ask you
to hear my views before mal-ing any decision. Love to

you all, Bili,"

RR HFD WILEY



AMBASSADE DE FRANCE

AUX ETATS-UNIS
Washington, February 26, 193s,

Dear Marvin,

I am sending you herewith a personal
letter which M. Georges Bonnet, former Ambassa-
dor here, is addressing to the President. Will
you be kind enough to remit it to him.

M. Bonnet has asked me whether the Presi-
dent would consent to give him an autosraphed
picture of himself, in souvenir of his mission
Lo Washington. He would be Ereatly pleased and
I do hope it will be possible for you to secure
it.

I was precisely going to ask ¥ou the
same favor. As you know, I am leaving Washing-

Marvin H. MecIntyre Esqg. ton
Secretary to the President

The White House
Washington D.C.



ton around March 15. Nothing would please me
more than to take back to France with me a
picture of the President, whom I met for the
first time during the War, whom I greatly
aamire, and who has been extremely kind to
me on several occasiorswhen I have met him,

With your permission, I shall go one
day to the White House to bid you Zood=-Dye
before leaving.

With my anticipated thanks for your

courtesy, believe me,

Very sincerely yours,

ot ety
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
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Fhotographs deliversd in person to Jules Henry
LT ETES:

1. "For Georges Bounet from his friend
Frankklin D. Roosevelt!

2. "For Jules Henry from his old frismd
Franklin D. Roosevelt!.
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You tcll the Presideat that coday in the Sudenten area,

for one reason or ancther there has been grealt disorder;
that the Sudentons have been marecning around with flags and
there has been rioting and a large number of Sudentons have
been shot and wounded by the troops and the police.

At 5.30 the Sudenton leaders met and presented af 6-hour
ultimatum to the Govt., which (ultimatum) expires tonizht
at 11.30, that is to say in Jjust about an hour and twenty
minutes from now, !

The fact is this: That the ultimatum to the Govt. demands
the withdrawal of the Czech troops in the Sudenten area

and demands alsc that the authority in the Sudenton region
be ut in the command of the mayors, It amounts tea
withdrawal of Czech authority in the Sudenton region.

The Czech Govt. has already rejected this ultimatum but

has said that 1t does not consider negotiations closed,
There is cﬂn.ﬂ:idarad to be and there 1s considerable possi-
bility that after the expiration of this ultimatum in an
hour and 20 min,., German troops may cross the Czech border,
which means war.,

The French Govt. has told the British that they should try
te get she German Govt. into a conference rizht away to
settle the question. There 13 no reply yet from the British
but one is expected dny minute. There is as yet no French

mobllization,
I wish you would tell the President that there is something



which I would like to say perscnally and it is extremely
difficult for me to dictate it because he alone knows
the backgreund., ..."
(Can be reached at his home in the country,
Chantilly 93. "It 1s important to have a
word with him, no matter shac time."

"We may have a complete blow-up within the next few hours,m
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY 4/
T

\ A

For the kind attention of
Misg Le Hand:

Telegram No, 776, May 17,
noon, from Faris.

5/17/38



JR GRAY
Paris
Dated May 17, 1938
Rec'd B:03 a.m,
Secretary of State,

Washington.

776, May 17, noon,

PERSONAL POR MISS MARGUERITE LE HAND:

The President sald to me on the telephone last
night that he had always intended to put through the
supplementary aporopriation bill for foreign service
clerks, Indeed he was under the impression that the
bill was already in Committee in Congress, When I
explained to him what Messersmith had sald to me
yeaterday morning the President said that he would take
action today,

Will you please get in touch with Messersmith and

finish the busine=zs?

BULLITT
DDM:HPD
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JR

This telegrem muet be
closely parnphrased bee
fore being communicated
to anyone, (D)

Secretary of State,

Washington,

777, ey 17, 1 pem.

O\
|

Paris
Dated May 17, 1638

Rec'd 8:10 a,.m.

PERSONAL AND Sikdiede "'OR THE SECRETARY,

The Czechoslovalicn situation is so criticnl that

while I w11) concede there 1= an Excellent chance of

a peaceful setilement, I nevertheless belleve the

Deportment should be prepared to face a mae jor Eurcpean

war befere Augnust 15,

BULLITT

HPD



PSFFrance

Personal and Paris, May 20, 1938,

———

Dear Mr. President:

I hope this letter will reach you before Europe
blows up. At the moment, it loocks to me as if the
Czechs had decided that in the long run it would be
better for them to heve general war rather than give
the Sudeten a sufficient autonomy to satlisfy either
Henlein or Hitler. They will shoot some Sudeten,
and Hitler will merch across the Czech frontier.

The questlion of whether or not all Europe shall
go to war 1s, therefore, ceasing to be a question of
finding a basis for compromise between the Czechs and
Germany. It is becoming & question of whether or not
France will march when the Germans cross the Czech
frontier. Neither you nor I can decide that question
for the French Government; but we can both have a certain
amount of influence on the declision.

I feel that it would be an unspeakable tragedy if

France,
The Honorable

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United Stetes of America,

The White House.
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France, to support Czechoslovekia, should attack the
"Siegfried Line" between Strasbourg and Luxemburg,

which is the only point at which attack is considered
possible by the French General Staff. As you know,
French airplene production is now about 45 planes per
month; British about 80 per month. The Germans, at
worst, even when changing types, produce 300 per month
and at best 500 to 600 per month. The French have no
anti-aircraft artillafy worth mentioning, and are just
beginning to produce it. There are only thirty thousand
gas masks avallable for the entire civilian population of
France. The sleughter of the entire younger generation
of France would be certain end every city in France could
be levelled to the ground by Germen planes. The French,
even under such circumstances, would hold out and the waer
would be a long one, involving England eand all Europe.
There could be only one possible result; the complete
destruction of western Europe and Bolshevism from one

end of the Continent to the other.

The chances are today that the French will carry out
their pledge to Czechoslovekie as a matter of honor -
whatever the cost. If you believe, as I believe, that it
1s not in the interest either of the United States or
civilization as a whole to have the Continent of Europe

devastated
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devastated, I think we should attempt to 'find some way
which will let the French out of their moral commitment.

I do not belleve that any general appeal for peace
by you at the present time would be effective. Today
the governments of both Cermany and Italy hate the
United States so heartily thet nelther ome would accept
any such proposal as you were thinking of making last
Januery. Moreover, there would not be time to summon
representatives to Washington. Both Germany and Italy
might , however, accept a specific proposal of a limited
nature.

I em fully aware of all the objecticns to the sug-
gestion which I am about to make. If you should aet on
it, you would be aceused of involving the United States
in European politics and sacrificing another small nation
to Hitler. But I feel that when the pecple of the United
States realize, as they soon will, that general war in
Europe is imminent they will not only accept but will
demand some amction from you which may promise to stop it.

If and when a German march across the border of
Czechoslovakia seems imminent, I think that you should
take action of the following nature:

Call to the White House the Ambassadors of England,

France,
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France, Germany and Itely. Ask them to transmit to
Chamberlain, Daladler, Hitler and Mussolini your urgent
invitation to send representatives at once to the Hague
to ettempt to work out a peaceful settlement of the
dispute between Germany and Czechoslovakia. Add that,
if the four governments desire, a representative of

the United States will sit with them. You should also
make & personel appeal of the sort that you know best
how to make; referring to the fact that we are the
children of all the c¢ivilizations of Europe, that just
as we ere greteful for Shakespeare, so are we grateful
for Beethoven; that just as we are grateful for Molidre ,
8o are we grateful for Leonardo da Vinei, ete; that we
can not stand by and watch the beginning of the end of
European civilization without making one last effort to
stop its destruction; that you are convinced that the
only result of genersl European war today would be an
Asiatic despotism established on fields of dead.

After a general conversation with the four Ambassadors,
you might reinforce your action by personal conversations
with each Ambassador, stressing to the German Ambassador
the fact that France will fight and Englend will fight,

that war in Europe today can end only in the establlshment
of
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of Bolshevism from one end of the Continent to the

other, that your proposed conference will leave the
Bolsheviks beyond the swamps which divide the Soviet
Union from Europe and are Europe's real eastern boundary.
I think that even Hitler would accept under such cir-
cumstances,

The conference in the Hague would probably have to
recommend that a plebiscite be held in Czechoslovakia to
determine the will of the different peoples of that
country. If the Czechs should refuse to hold such a
plebiascite, the French would have an escape from their
desperate moral dilemma and general European war would
bq avoided.

You would be accused, or the man sent to the Hague
as your representative, would be, of selling out a small
nation in order to produce another Hitler triumph. I
should not hesitate to take that brick on my head and I
don't think you should either if, thereby, you could avold
a general European war.

I could make this letter fifty pages long filled with
explanations, but as between you and myself I feel no
explanations are needed. You, at least, will know that

I have not become elther a cyniec or a lover of Hitler.
I
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I have thought this matter over night after night and
I em convinced that this highly unpleasant course 1is
the one that we should pursue and the only one that
of fers a chance of success,

If you should consider that this proposal is sound,
I think you should work out at once your statement to the
Ambassadors in detail so that you can spring it at a
moment's notice. The moment has not yet arrived, but it
may soon.

It would be fatal, I believe, to communicate your
intention to any government, including the British. They
would at once relax their own efforts to reconcile the
Czechs and Germans because they would feel that at last
they were getting the United States tied up in Europesn
politicel problems. Furthermore, they would, in confidence,
tell all their friends in Europe and you could certainly,
in that event, count on refusals from Hitler and Mussolini.

You would, of course, make it clear toc the people of
the United States that your action was directed toward
this one emergency end that you had no intention of in-
volving the United States in all the diaputes of Europe.

In eddition, I believe that it would -help immensely
if you should call in St. Quentin and tell him that you

hope
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hope France will not commit suicide and if you would
authorize me to say the same thing for you to Daladier.

In any event, as scon &s you heve considered this
suggestion, will you please send me a telegram contain-
ing one word, either "affirmative"™ or "negative".

I would give anything to be with you in the White
House tonight so that we could talk over this proposal
and all the objections and difficulties. I am aware
of how intensely undesirable it is from a great many
pointes of view; but I believe sincerely that it may be
the only way to preserve from destruction the few shreds
of civilization thet remain in the world.

Please telegraph me as soon &s you can.

Love and every possible good wish,

AW\



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

9-15-38
Memo. for Missy:

The President wants you to get
out of his conridential files, Bullitt's
letter to him of Auguet 17th; also
letter of May 20th.

RB



i -

/

Mrs, Larrabee:
For your confidential files,

robil'h
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EXCLUDED THAT THE POLISH AIRFORCE WOULD SEND SUFFICIENT PLANES
TG ROUMANIA TO ASSIST THE ROUMANIANS IN ATTACKING RUSS|AN
PLANES ATTEMPTING TO CROSS ROUMANIA ENROUTE TO CZECHSLOVAKIA
BULLITT BELIEVES THAT BONNETX 8 PREDICTION IS WELL FOUNDED
THAT AN ATTEMPT BY THE SOVIET UNION TO AID CZECHSLOVAKIA
WCULD RESULT IN DECLARATIONS OF WAR BY POLAND AND ROUMANI A
AND BULLITTS FEELINGS REGARDING THE GRAVITY OF THE PRESENT
SITUATION HAS NOT DIMINISHED IN A TELEGRAM DATED NINE PM TONIGH
BULLITT REPORTED THAT THE CZECH MINISTER IN PARIS TOLD HIM
THAT THE CZECH GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE THE FOLLOWING CONBES |0ONS
TO THE SUDENTENS ONE GERMAN T@ BE USED AS AN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
IN THE LAW COURTS ETCETRA TWO COMPLETE CONT GL BY THE SUDENTENS

(Deliver to Communieation Office. Will be returned to File Room after message has been transmitted.) 3

B SSTEREEENT PROATIEE QrPEE



NAVAL MESSAGE
(NAVY DEPARTMENT)
— — 25 |
From . ~ | | ACKNOWLEDGE _
P — é .LMPETL
Released by "'""ﬁ""""]'{k’f:'.'ﬁ;:;." o |
. | mouTive
Irmlrl:l-d I.nﬂ'.ie#u hlﬂr | E - ACENOWLEDGE
-
j E PRIGRITY
If SECRET or CONFIDENTIAL, use speclal blank, | | ROUTINE
(DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE) i—mog

UNLESS DESIGNATED OTHERWISE TRANSMIT THIS DISPATCH As NITE.

TEXT
OF THEIR OWN SCHOOLS THREE REPRESENTATION OF THE SUDENTEN IN
LOCAL ADMINISTRATION IN PROPORTION TO THEIR NUMBERS THE CZECH
MINISTER STATED THAT QUOTE THEY ARE TO BE TREATED N@ LONGER AS
A MINORITY BUT AS A NATIONALITY UNQUOTE THE MINISTER TOLD
BULLITT THAT WHILE HIS GOVERNMENT HAS FELT THAT THESE CONCESS 1ONS
WOULD BE A CCEPTED BY THE SUDENTENS THE PICTURE HAS SINCE CHANGED
HE SAID TH:T HODZA HAD INVITED HENLEIN TO COME TO PRAGUE FOR A
Discussion sut THAT HENLEIN HAD DISAPPEARED AND HODZA HAD ORDERED
THE CZECH FHLIGE \TO SEARCH FOR HIM DURING THE NEXT TEN DAYS
THE CZECH GOVERNMENT HE SAID WeULD ANNOUNCE THESE CONCFSS|ONS
WHETHER OR NOT THE SUDENTEN ACCEPT THEM THE CZECH MINISTER TOLD
BULLITT THAT ABOUT A WEEK ACO HIS GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED TMAT
THE DEFENSESEXON THE GERMAN FRONTIER WERE NOT ADEQUATELY MANNED
AND THAT IT MUST CALL OUT ONE CLASS OF RESERVES TO AVOID A
SURPRISE ATTACK THIS ACTION WAS NOT THEN A REPLY T@ GERMANYS

(Deliver to Communication Office.)

R BETLAREENT POONTIES SFFICE



.

e

hﬂ? (]

Bey
Lig My

-
r
e
a NAVAL MESSAGE
(NAVY DEPARTMENT)
— — E— - —— - — - - - — —- | .';:__'_' - - e ———
R e L o e A i B L LA | | a
z | ACKNOWLEDGE
Released by ........ '.'u'il'lﬁltﬁ'ﬁi-fifﬁ":"fﬂ.-:l ......................... | E PRIGRITY
e N e e e e e A | To i NG
If restricted, Indicate below: ' § e
é PRIOGRITY
If SECRET or CONFIDENTIAL, use specinl blank. E Ikul.‘ﬂ:w:
(DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE) : _l.t—'l"-l'l?-ﬂ.

UNLESS DESIGNATED OTHERWISE TRANSMIT THIS DISPATCH As MNITE,

TEXT

STATIONING TROOPS ON THE CZECH BORDER YESTERDAY THE CZECH - .
MINISTER TOLD BULLITT THAT THE TWe GERMANS KILLEC IN BGHEMIA

TODAY HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTING NAZI PROPOGANDA THEY TRIED Te ESCAPE
ON MOTORCYCLES AND REFUSED T@ STOP WHEN ORDERED T0 D0 S0 THEY
WERE THEN FIRED UPON AND KILLED THE MINISTER TOLD BULLITT

THAT CZECHSLOVAKIA 18 DETERMINED TO FIGHT T@ THE LAST MAN

SHOULD GERMAN TROOPS CROSS THE BORDER HE SAID THAT UNDER NO
CONDITIONS WOULD THE SUDENTENS BE PERMITTED T@ FORM QUOTE

STORM BATTALIONS UNQUOTE OR TO ARM THEMSELVES BULLITT ASKED

IF THE MINISTER DID NOT FEEL THAT WAR WAS |MMINMENT AND HE
REPLIED THAT WE MIGHT BE AT THE VERGE OF A WAR WHICH WOULD RESUL’
IN THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL EUROPE HE FELTTRAT GERM ANY COULD

NOT BE SCARED OFF UNLESS ENGLAND AND FRANCE SHOULD UNITEDLY
EVOKE THAT THEY WOULD MARCH TO DEFEND CZECHSLOVAKIA THE MINISTER
SAID HE THOUGHT FRANCE WOULD MARCH BUT HE WAS DOUBTFUL ABOUT ENGI

— AND _BULLITT TOLD THE MINISTER THAT IN HIS OPINION ENGLAND

{Deliver to Communication Office.) 2

UoN SOTVERNEENY FRiNTING BFFIZE



NAVAL MESSAGE

5 (NAVY DEPARTMENT)
From _ ACKNOWLEDGE
|
Released hy T YT T p—
ROUTINE
- L R L T s e e at To
If restricted, Indicate below : é gEpE
E FRIORITY
If SECRET or CONFIDENTIAL, use speclal blank, ROUTINE
(DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE) R

UNLESS DESIGNATED OTHERWISE TRANSMIT THIS DISPATCH AS NITE,
TEXT

WOULD NOT MARCH IN DEFENSE OF CZECHSLOVAKIA THE MINISTER SAID
THAT IN THAT CASE WAR WAS INEVITABLE HE BELIEVED THE SOVIET
UNION WOULD NOT BFE ARLE TO SEND TROOPS TO CZLCHSLOVAKIA BUT THAT
THE SOVIET AIRFORCE MICHT BE OF CONSIDERABLE :3513TANCE BULLITTS
CONCLUDING SENTENCE READS AS FOLLOWS QUOTE THE IMPRE3ISION |
GATHERED FROM THIS CONVERSATION- WAS THZT THE CZECHS PREFER TO
STE THEIR NATION SUCCUMB IN A CONFLAGRATION WHICH ®ILL DESTROY
ALL EUROPE RATH.R THAN TO MAKE THE LARGE CONCESSIONS WHICH ALON
WOULD SATISFY HITLER AND THE SUDENTENS

| e

(Originator's Desk Copy, Deliver to Unnmnmn Office, ‘I;I.'l] be returned to Originator after message has

.
























o e Bt Hoe
s 7/@, (Zzd__

o F i 7 WCZ

@me&/uﬂs” z”@
0 dste s

(- Goman o b tue,)
B O %ﬂwz o’

JA Q/fﬂ%/‘ &

2, Ww
5}(0({-‘% |
%{E/Q,AEA&Z%



LEGRAM

?/ The Mhite House
















LEGRAM












”//f:“ e
% S G
o S5 AR
/N g
Cr sl /@7’6\, 7 Aee |



gy

A

(7 The White House




RRAFZ

I am frankly disappointed to receive the suggestions contained in
your 101 as they raise meny doubts in my mind. Mot only did Fueff's
suggestion which you telephoned to me on Thursday appear unsound and in
faet unreasonable, but I find no satisfactory explanation for today's
suggestions. While this Government has made the efforts with which you
are familiar to coopsrate with the French Government in its desire to
achieve exchange stability, and will continue to cooperute in this field,
I do not feel that any of the recent sugmestions fall within the spirit
of the Tripartite agreement or the proper field of operantions of the
Stabilization Fund. Whereas somo mention might be made of the discussions
in Oongress at the time of the passage of the Johnsom Act it is elearly
not the poliey of this Govermment to extend unsecured eredits for
ourrency stabilization or other purposes to governments of countries

in default on their obligations held by this Government.
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Paris, May 27, 193s,

Dear Mr. President:

As you know, I traveled to France via England
and was in London when the FARIS-SOIR published the
supposed interview at Havre with me which I enclose,
I had po idea that it was even worth bothering about
until a few days ago the American papers began to
comment and I saw that the imazinary interview had
been reproduced all over the United States. - I don't
know how it is possible to be discreet about inter-
views in countries where you are not. If you have a
formula for this, I wish you would let me have it,

I hope it didn't cause you any annoyance.

Good luck and love to you all,

Yours,

Enclosure. E . “ r

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

LONESDRNE TR :
June 3, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER BECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGRATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter from Ambassador Bullltt, May
12, 1938, in re his talk with Guy
La Chambre, the new French Minister
for Alr.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE | = #
WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. President:
I return herewith Bullitt's
confidentia etter of May 12 with a

euggested rdply. !
al h}ully ¥ours, j*ﬁ

Enclosures:
Letter from
Ambassador Bullitt,

May 12;
Draft reply.

The President,
The White House.



Dear Bill:

I wap grestly interested in your letter of
¥y 12 in rexs~! to the gondition of the French Alr
‘oree and 1ts plane to purchease planes in this eountry.
Do you think it pasaible that Le Chambre csn sgoelercte
french production sufficlently to have 2,800 first-line
planes in ocondition for battle next springi The 1,500
already on hand, plus the 100 whiech the French ere
purchasing here, plue 45 per month for the next ten
monthe would bring the fipure only up to 1,880, Yhere
are the remaining 75C to come from”™ I!Unless further
orders &are placed in thie country imsediately, our
faotorles, which slresdy have almost sr many orders ae
they can handle, eould not menufseture for delivery
in France by next spring any conslderable fraction of
that number. Do you think that the French monthly
production of 45 can be materlally ineressed in ro
short a time?

Singe your letter war written, the Frensch have
closed thelr contract with Curtise="right for 100 nlanes
of the type P-36, deliveries to berln In lavember of
thie yesr and to be concluded in April 1939, and they
have srranged with J. P. Horgan to effect cash payoents.
Selnt-"uedtin ecalled ot the Stete Department last weelk
&nd outlined the plans of the two French alr migsions
wkleh ere coming here to make trial flighte and to
supervise the production of the Curtiep vlermer. The
Stete Department 1e asking Yer snd Navy to treat theee
migelons ar liberally as poseible. In fact, &ll slone
ve have done everythins we properly could to faollitate
French purchases of plsnes in thie esuntry. The delaye
*hich have ensued have heen due to thelr own dllatory
methode of doing bueiness and not to sny lesk of
reasonseble cooperation on our part. 1 40 not belleve,
hovever, thet we can, vith provriety, permit the
diversion to the French of P=3 nlanes already under

const-uetion

The Honorable
¥iilles C. Pullitt,
American Ambarpador,
Farls.
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conetruction under contraet for our Army. To

do so would contruvene a wise polliey af long

standing to which no exceptlons heve heen mafe

egince 1932, On genersl prineiples, I 40 not

selieve thet »o should permit the dlversion to

other governmente of planes manufactured under
sontract for thls Covernment unless the Interests

of our ovn natlonal defense are direotly involved,
but ghould we in thir case decide to make an exoep-
tion ae &2 friendly geoture to the French the result
vould nrobably be Alsadvantsseous to the French
thempelven, The fset could not he kept secret.
Ev-rrthlng of importence that happene in the aviation
industry 1s known to everyone in the induetry within
& fev weoeks, end therefore sconer or leter to the
press. You can imagine what pome sections of the
press would 4o 1f they got hold of a story that we
wore sotively aldins French rearmsment to the sxtent
af allewing plancs constructed for our Army to be
delivered to them, Thet would mean esmbarrssepment to
us, and in the long run to the French in thelr efforts
to purghase arme 1ln thie country.

You 414 well to try to set La Chambre righnt on
the gquestion of the Neutrality Act. I bope that you
elesred up any misconcertion which he may have had.
~8 long as that sot remaine in effect, 1t would have
to be sppllied to any ma jor Europesn war, znd ve
could not concelvably connive st violations of the
embargo provlelons in favor of any pertioulsar power.

Affectionately yours,




=

Personal and Paris, May 12, 1938,

—_———

Deer Mr. President:

For four hours lest night Guy La Chambre, the
new French Minister for Alr, gave me the low-down
on the French alr forece. In spite of the fact that
the Germans probably know as much about the French
alr force as La Chambre himself, I feel that I should
not pass along anything by cable to the Department
and shall, therefore, bury in my memory and yours
what he had to say.

Briefly, the situation is this. The French
Generel Staff estimates that at the present moment
France must have for war with Germany a minimum of
£600 first-line planes. At the moment, France has

1500

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.



1500. The present French rate of production is
about 45 a month. La Chambre has promised the Gen-
eral Staff to have 2600 first-line planes in condi-
tion for battle by next Spring.

The weakest hole in the French alr force is the
almost total lack of pursuit planes. La Chambre
is interested in getting pursuit planes from America
immediately. He has not yet signed his contract
with Curtis-Wright for the P-36s. Curtis=-Wright
proposed to him first to deliver three hundred planes
in the autumn of 1939, beginning their construction
after the delivery of simllar planes to the United
States Army, using the same machinery, at a cost of
$28,000 per plane. La Chambre has preferred to work
out a contract for the delivery of 100 planes in
April 1939 at a cost of $34,000 per plane. This
will require the installation of additional machinery
by the Curtis-Wright people and there will be & sup-
plementary contract providing that the French may
purchase this machinery after the delivery of these
planes and may request its delivery either in France
or Canada, or any place else that the French Govern-

ment



ment may select.

La Chambre does not believe that it will be pos-
slble to set up factories operated on American lines
in France as he feels that French industrialists
and workmen are entirely incapable of using American
methods at the moment. He may, however, set up in
Canada a factory for Potez--the most successful of
the French constructors--where American methods might
be used, and the Curtis-Wright machinery may be trans-
ferred to Canada,

I was shocked to discover that in spite of every-
thing that I had said to de la Grange and that the
Department of State had said to him, he had said to
La Chambre, who incidentally is an especially fine
young fellow aged about forty, that if Germany and
France should go to war, you would certainly circum-
vent the Neutrality Act and would continue deliveries
of planes to France, I_tnld La Chambre that in case
of war between France and Germany, public opinion in
America would be overwhelmingly in favor of applica-

tion of the Neutrality Aet and that you would have no

choice



choice but to apply it and prevent the delivery of
planes and munitions,

British plane production has fallen off ter-
ribly due to change in models and defective organiza-
tion, so that at the present moment, British produc-
tion is about eighty a month. The British, however,
hope within six months to get their production up
again to two hundred and fifty planes per month.

Meanwhile, the Germans are producing between
three hundred and five hundred planes per month, and
the bottle neck in Germany is no longer the produc=-
tion of planes but the training of pilots.

Incidentally, the French have just enough trained
pllots to handle the planes they now have ready for
war. They have not yet trained pilots to handle
their new program. The French have been shopping
all over the world for planes but have found only
one that they desire to purchase: a Dutch pursuit
plane made by De Schelde. Fokker has two good
planes that the French would be glad to purchase
except for the fact that the chief engineer of the

Fokker



Fokker works 1s a German and the French have no de-
sire to permit a German to work intimately with
the French aviation industry.

La Chambre is not interested at the moment in
the purchase of any planes in America aside from
the P-36. Incidentally, toward the close of our
conversation last night La Chambre said that he had
asked the Curtis-Wright people if they could not de-
liver to the French Government two P=36s next month
s0 that the French might familiarize themselves with
the planes before delivery should begin. He said
that the Curtis-Wright people had replied that all
the production of these planes was contracted for
by our Army and that they could not deliver any of
these planes except from the stock produced for our
Army with full consent and approval by our Army.
He asked me if it might not be possible to obtain
such consent and approval. I replied that I felt
it would be most indiscreet for him to make any
such request officially and added that I felt it
would be extremely difficult to obtain such consent.

I



I told him, however, that I would let you know that
he was most anxious to have two P-36s as soon as
possible and I advised him to let the matter drop
with his request to me, I sald that you might do
something about this and might not; but in any case
action would have to come from you persconally, and
if the matter could be arranged I was certain that
you would let me know for a direct personal communi-
cation to him without intermediaries. PFlease consi-
der and answer this.

La Chambre alsc sald that he was going to con-
centrate all purchases of planes in the United States
and all negotiations for purchases in the hands of
a new Alr Attaché to the French Embassy in Washing-
ton who would be appointed this coming week. As
the matter stands, it appears that the American plane
manufacturers have become much too excited over the
prospect of French orders. The essential French
need is for planes to be delivered at once and none
of our manufacturers is in a position to deliver

planes of the highest gquality immediately.



La Chambre expressed the opinion that the blow
to French honor would be so great if Germany should
march into Czechoslovakia that France would declare
war. I employed Daladier's words, "With what?", in
asking him to develop this thought. He sald that
the French General Staff at the present time admitted
that it was impossible to attempt to attack Germany
on the line of the Rhine between Switzerland and
Strasbourg. Gamelin, however, belleved that it was
still possible to make a further attack on the "Sieg-
fried Line", between Strasbourg and Luxemburg.

The "Siegfried Line"™ was already a most formidable
fortification. Within a year it would be as impreg-
nable as the French Maginot Line., It was not yet
impregnable and Gamelin had prepared plans for a
frontal mass attack on the "Slegfried Line."™ Such
an attack obviously would mean the most terrible
French casualtlies and probably could be held by the
Germans with one-third of the present German Army,
leaving two-thirds free for operations elsewhere,
since General Gamelin estimated that one soldier

behind



behind the present fortifications of the "Siegfried
Line™ would be worth four soldiers attacking.

I asked La Chambre if he did not feel that the
Germans were so superior in the alr that they might
be able to drive the French complstely out of the
alr after a few weeks of flghting. He admitted that
this was a possibility but insisted that, even without
an aviation force, the French Army could still attack,

La Chembre was rather contemptuous of the effi-
ciency of the Russian air force. He said that the
Russians had killed every airplane engineer and con-
structor that they had. They had no new planes and
the best that they had were their imitations of
American models four or five years old., The imita-
tions were not nearly as good as the originals and
in addition the officers corps of the Russian air
force had been annihilated sc completely that he did
not believe the Russian air force could be considered
an effective fighting force in spite of the number
of planes it contained. Moreover, he did not believe

that the Russians would declde to make war on Germany

to



to support Czechoslovakia,

Good luck.

Yours affectionately,

19
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Dear Bill:-

I have not talked with the Seoretary but
Sumner tells me that the Seoretary believes that
our friend in Vienna worked with the orowd that was
against him at London at the Conference in 1933 --
algo that his habits were not of the best during
the Conference.

This Just for youwr information, and I
suggest that you do nothing !-‘Ill-r about 1% until
I have talked with the Seoretary because you have
no way of knowing the above, end, frankly, I do
not know if the Seoretary himself will substantiate
this as a reason sgainet Wiley's appointment.

A8 ever yours,

Homorable William C. Bullits,
American Embassy,

Paris,

Franoe.



Personnl e Poris, June 30, 1938.

Dear Mr. Presldent:

I enclose herewith & copy of & letter which I
have just written to the Secretary. I don't know
whose diseased brain Invented the idea that Wiley
was an associste of Moley's and hostile to the
Secretery. The faect is that Wiley had no personal
relationship with Moley, and after seeing lMoley in
action in London, said to me that he thought lMoley
was & wild man, neurotic and unreliable, who knew
nothing of how to conduct himself. I recall, however,
that Hugh Cumming organized & private espionage on
me, going so far as to order my private secretary to
communicate to him everything that I wrote and said,
and I suspect that the diseased brain is to be found
in the head of thet young man or one of his associates
in the year 1833,

I hope the Secretery will have no more doubts

about
The Honorable
Frenklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States of Americe,

The White House.
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about Wiley and thet you will announce his eppointment
forthwith. But if such doubts should remalin, I feel
that, in Justice, VWiley should be informed of the
allegations egainst him end should demend an immedieste
inquiry end confront his accusers in Washington.

I should, of course, accompany Wiley and the result
might be a very healthy purge of rats. A career officer
can have his life ruined by lies whispered in secret;
but I know too much about the facts in this case to be
able in honor to permit the wreckage of Wiley's career.

The comic element in this metter is that Wiley,
instead of being an enemy, has great admiration for the
Secretary!

Blessings and good luck.

Yours affectionetely,

e

William C. Bullitt.

—



Paris, June 30, 1938.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

The President informed me some time &go that he
intended to appoint John C. Wiley, Minister to Riga,
in recognition not only of his distinguished service
as Counselor of Umbassy in Madrid, Berlin, Wersaw and
Moscow, but slso because of the axcept ional work whieh
he did in Antwerp as Consul General and the negnificent
service he has rendered during the past year in Vienna.
The Prescident has now let me know that you feel somewhat
doubtful about Wiley because you were told at the time
of the Economic Conference that he hed worked with Moley
end his associates who were hostile to you, and that his
habits were not of the best during the Conference.

I feel that it is an imperative duty for me to remove
your doubts with regerd to Wiley, not only in Justice to
bim but also in justice to our relationship whileh has
remained so cleer in splite of the arfforts of Drew Pearson,
Rugh Cumming, end others to wreeck it. As you know,

| Wiley
The Honorable
Cordell Hull,
Secretury of State.
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Wiley served as my asslstant et the Xoonomie Conference
end lived mcross the hall from me and was in contaot
with me constantly. I feel, therefore, that & shadow
is cast on my own honor and my loyalty to you by any
cloud of doubt with regard to Wiley.

I am under the impression that Wiley never talked
with Moley until Moley descended on London. They may
heve been introduced before that but had no personal
relationship. I remember clearly that after talking with
Moley in London, Wiley expressed to me an extremely low
opinion of Moley, whom he considered neurotic and un-
trustworthy. I recall that Wiley had to ses Moley in
London twice in the line of his officilal duty, but I
know thet there was never any personal soclal contact
between them on any nouanion. I am absolutely certain
that Wiley wes never a member of eny group that was
working egeinst you. Indeed, in all the years I have
known Wlley, I have never heard him express anything but
admiration for the manner in which you have carried out
the duties of your greast office. Recently, when Wiley

came to Paris for & conference with AmB@ssador Hugh Wilson
and myself, he said that he considered you had schieved

the greatest position of any Seoretery of Jtate since Seward.

AB
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As to Wiley's habits during the London Conference,
I em well informed. He was ¢t the time head over heels
in love with the lady whom he married subsequently who
was living in Paris. On the moral side his life was
irreproscheble. I never saw Wiley under the influence of
iiquor on any occasion in London or at any subsequent time.
One of his greatest assets, indeed, is his abllity to keep
his head when others have lost thelrs.

I feel very deeply about this matter e# I em certain
that Wiley is the superior, as a Forelgn Service 0fficer,
of eny man who 1s not today chief of mission. He has de-
voted his entlre life to the career service and I can
not endure the thought that his career may be wrecked be-
cause of statements which may have been made to you, which
beer no reletion to the truth.

If you should still have any doubts, I should like
to return to the United States lmmedlately to discuss
the matter with you personnlly.

With every good wish to you and to Mrs. Hull, I remain,

Yours heartily and sincerely,

William C. Bullitt.



Personal and Paris, June 14, 1938.

Dear lir. President:

I heve never been much angrier in my life than
when you told me that some ——--=crcecaceaa-- had been
trying to kill Wiley's eppointment to Riga by alleging
that he was & drunkard. As you know, I worked in-
timetely with Wiley from the time of the Economic Con-
ference in 1933 untll 1936 when he left Moscow for
Antwerp. I visited him several times when he was Con-
sul General iﬁ Antwerp and he hes visited me many
tilmes in Paris. I have never, on any occasion, seen
Wiley drunk or anything like drunk.

The allegation is an outrageous lie end a foul
slender. I feel so strongly about the matter that I
am determined to sall for the United States tomorrow
afterncom on the QUEEN MARY to get to the bottom of it
unless I get a telephone call for which I am now waiting
from Miss Le Hend to tell me that you are going to put
through the appointment.

Wiley's qualificetions for Rigs are extraordinery.

He
The Honoreble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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He knows Russia intimetely and knows Poland end Ger-
many intimately. He hes served as Counselor of Eubassy
et all three posts., In addition to French, he speaks
perfect German, which ls the laenguage used to conduct
business and sccial life in Riga and he has close
friends in that pert of the world.

Don't let anybody persuade you to send him to
South America. We need In Europe today every man we
have who understands fully the Buropeen situation. I
know no men who 1s better in a c¢risis than Wiley or
more level-headed. He has a greater understanding than
any member of the career service of European political
and economie problems, In addition, he has filled with
great distinection & consular post and you will remember
that you informed the Department of State that you would
appoint as Ministers only men who had had consular ex-
perience. ¥You will alsoc remember that he was the man
who broke up the Belglan alcohol smuggling ring which was
giving Henry Morgenthau so much trouble and that he
received special commendations from the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of the Treasury. As to his work
in Austries - &t leest fifty persons have said to me in
the past two months thaet Wiley's handling of the situation
in Vienna has been masterly and he has brought great

credit
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eredit to the United States.
Mrs. Wiley has turned out to be one of the most

attractive and helpful wives possessed by any Forelgn

el
Yot

Service Officer and incidentally, she speaks perfect

o e et

Polish, Russian and German to say nothing of French

A
ot

and English.
I hope that you will have sent Wiley's eppointment

:.:S_ﬁm

to the Senate before this letter reaches you. Riga has

awaited a Minister for over a year and ought not to be

e, o B o
e

mede to wait longer. Incidentelly, if you want eny

political support for Wiley, I can guarantee tc have

W
e

twenty Senators storming your office within twenty-four

FL
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hours, to say nothing of a batch of Governors, headed

by George Earlel

I am sorry to sound so insistent but my haetred of

b

attempts to kill a man's career by lles of thls sort 1s

¢

i so profound that I am ready to Jjump on the QUEEN MARY
3 tomorrow to spend two days and return on the same boat,
elthough my deughter Anne is due to arrive here at the

end of this week.

ah
A laa

Kick the e-ccccccccce--- hard for me and shoot Wiley's

appointment to the Senate.

Yours affectionetely,

bl
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Paris, June 21, 1938,
Personal em®

Dear Mr. President:

This is & very private letter which requires no
answer.,

Some days ego I received a telegrem from Mrs.
Roosevelt informing me that Hall was coming to Paris
end asking me to do anything that I could for him.

This morning &t 10 o'clock Bonnet told me thet the
Spanish Ambassedor had informed him thet the Spanish
Govermnment could buy more then one hundred planes in
the United States at once for immediate delivery to
Spein via France and had berated him for agreeing to
the closing of the French frontier to military shipments.
Bonnet added that the Spanish Ambassador had asserted
that you personally had approved the sale of these
plenes to the Spanish Government and that you were ar-
ranging for the evasion of the Neutrality Act involved
in their shipment to France, knowing fully that their
destinetion would be Spain. I expressed my skepticlsm

to
The Honorable

Frenklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States of Americs,
The White House,
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to Bonnet and telegraphed the Department for immediete
instructions, leaving out of my telegram, for obvious
reasons, any indication that the Spanish Ambassedor had
slleged thet you personally hed espproved this deal.
(See my telegram No. 970, June 21, 12 Noon.)

Shortly after I had sent this telegram, Hall tele-
phoned to me, whereupon I invited him end his son to e
ball. He said he wanted to telk to me et once. I asked
him to come to the office this afternoon.

When Hall ceme in at 4:15 this afternoon, he said
that he, acting through Herold Talbot of Clevelend, head
menaged to gether for the Spanish Government approximately
150 new and second-hand planes of various makes -- all of
which he specified. He said that he had dlscussed this
trensaction fully with you and thet it haed your entire
approvel. He stated that you &nd he and Jimmy hed discussed
gll the deteils and that you had egreed to wink at the
evesion of the Neutrality Act involved, because of your
interest in meinteining the resistence of the Spanish
Government ageinst Franco, end on Mondey, June 13th, had
sent for Joseph Green, who is in charge of such metters
in the Department of State, and had ordered him to permit
the export of these planes end to accept such falsified

papers as might be presented and not scerutinize the entire

matter
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matter too carefully.

I expressed no opinion whatsoever to Hall with
regard to these statements; but informed him that my
instructions from the Department indicated that the
policy of our Government was to oppose absolutely the
giving of licenses for shipments of plenes to Spein via
France, and that I had had no intimation of eny change
in this policy. He replied that you had thought of
writing to me; but that since he would srrive in Paris
es quickly es a letter you had preferred to have him ex-
plain the matter to me by word of mouth.

I informed Hall also that the French Government hed
closed the frontier to Spain ebsolutely; that the French
Government had a real hope that the volunteers might be
withdrawn at lest from both sides in Spain and that the
British were pushing for an ermistice pending the withdrawal
of wvolunteers., I told him that I could not imagine & mament
more unpropitious for an attempt to organize the shipment
of planes to Spein in contrevention of the wishes of the
British end French Govermnments and our ovn Neutrality Act.

T also told Hall about the conversation I had hed
this morning with Bonnet (omitting mention of your name)
and the telegram I had sent to the Department asking for

instructions,
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instructions. He said he would come in to see me to-

morrow morning end that he would telephone to Jimmy

with greet discretion this efternoon and say that the situstion
seemed to have changed since he hed left Americs,

Shortly after Hall had left me, I received a reply
to my telegrem No. 970, June 21, 12 MNoon, in two forms:
First, a telephone call from Green, saying that there
hed been no change whatsoever in the opposition of our
Government to the shipment of plenes to Spain via Frence;
thet our Government was fully aware of the sttenmpt that
certein people were meking to ship a lerge number of
second-hend plenes to Spain, and hed definitely decided
to refuse export licenses for the shipment of such plenes.
Later I received a telegrem from the Department signed
Welles, Acting,which confirmed Green's statements.

Tomorrow morning I shall show Hall the telegram signed
by Welles.

I have not the slightest desire to know whet lies be-
hind this expedition of Hall's, end I em writing this letter
for your own eye and no one else's, merely because I feel
that since your neme has been used by the Spanish Government
in its conversations with the French Covernment, you ought
to have a full account of the facts.

Good luck and every good wish,

Yours always, \
1S



Dear Bill:-

Ever so many thanks for yours of
the thirteenth., May Cod in Hie infinite
ﬂuduprmthntmmm. I know
you share this hope with me.

A1l well but terribly rushed
cleamdng up.

As ever yours,

Honorable William C, Bullitt,
Ameriocan Embassy,

Parle,
France
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Paris, June 13, 1938.

PERSONAL ANT CONEIDENTIAL.

Dear Mr. President:

Here at Chantilly this evening with the night-
ingales singing and the river pouring its white
cascade below the still woods, I feel like & parti-
cipant in the last days of Pompeii.

I have talked with General Gamelin, Chief of
the French General Staff, twice this week, and with
General Requin, who is in command of the French
Army in the single area where attack on Germeny
remaine possible--the "Siegfried Line" sector be-
tween Strasbourg and Luxemburg.

You probably knew Requin as intimately as I
did when he was in Washington during the war as re-
presentative of the French General Staff. A few

nights

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



nights ago at Chantilly he showed me the map which
he carries in his breast pocket, even when he is
absent from the front, on which he has marked the
1ines of French attack against the "Siegfried Line",
and of possible German attack against France,

As I have cabled, public opinion in France has
solidified to such an extent that if the German Army
should cross the Czech frontier, France would mobilize
at once and march against Germany. Gamelin is cer-
tain of this and so is Requin, and there are few
politicians who dlsagree.

Requin, who will command the French troops,
looks upon this prospect of a frontal attack cn the
"Sjegfried Line™ with absolute horror. He expecis
to be able to advance, especially in the Saar dis-
trict, twenty or thirty miles before he is stopped.
He said that the battle in thatarea would resemble
the Battle of the Somme on a much larger scale, It
would be direct frontel attack on fully prepared
positiona, The chief advantage of the French would
be the possession of tanks which are far superior to

the German tanks., The casualties of the attacking

gide



side, that is to say, the French, would be three

to four times the casualties on the German side.

"It means," he said, "the death of a race." The
attack finally would be stopped and the armies would
face each other in a deadlock. Gamelin agrees en-
tirely with the foregoing estimate and both Gamelin
and Requin believe that the Germany Army could hold
such an attack of the entire E;anch Army with from
one-third to one-half of the German forces.

Both Gamelin and Requin agree that the German
forces left free to attack Czechoslovakia would be
sufficiert to overwhelm the Czech armies in the
course of two or three weeks at most. Meanwhile,
ﬁoth generals agree that German preponderance in
the air would be such that Paris would be destroyed
by air raids, .They both feel that the French would
continue to hold out on the Maginot Line and would
wait for the pressure of the blockade - since they
both assume that England would be in the war from

almost the first day - to strangle Germany.

Gamelin



Gamelin 1s much more optimistic than Requin
in his estimate of the time that would be required
for the blockade to reduce seriously Germany's
power to fight. Gamelin insists that even though
the Germans should be able to acquire full control
of the Rumanien and Polish oil fields, and even
though they have considerable stocks of petroleum
on hand and are meking synthetic fuel, the ability
of the Germans to continue the war would diminish
rapidly after approximately two years, Gamelin
sald to me last night that he had had this subject
studied with the utmost care and he was convinced
that, if one should assume that the war-time need
of Germany for oil would be twelve, the Rumanian
and Polish oil, plus stocks on hand, plus the Ger-
man production of synthetic fuel, would cover only
four, leaving a gap of eight which would paralyze
German aviation and German mechanized equipment
after two years. He added that if Italy should en-
ter the war on the side of Germany, the problem
would be aggravated since Italy would be unable to
obtain oil except from Poland and Rumania. He

insisted



insisted that the Italians and Germans would have

to have access to the oil of Iraq and Persias in
order to continue to fight after two years., He

was convinced that France and England could continue
to resist that long, although both countries would
suffer horribly from aerial bombardment,

Requin is not nearly so confident that the oil
factor would come into play so soon or that it
would be so decisive, and is much more apprehensive
than Gamelin that the civilian population of France
and England might suffer a collapse of morele in
the face of dally bombardments of the most horrible
sort which would make the bombardments in Spain
seem infantile by comparison. He expects a war
of at least six years.

Gamelin insists that if Italy should come into
the war, French forces in North Africa would be
sufficlent to take Libya almost at once and consi=-
ders that the Italians in Ethiopia could be iso-
lated and destroyed. He also belleves that the
Germans and Italians could be prevented from

reaching



reaching Iraq and Persia. And he considers that
no merchant ship of any country could use the Medi-
terranean,

The number of unpredictable factors is enor-
mous. The French might jump at once on Spanish
Morccco, which they believe they can take in a
very few days. They would also probably despatch
sufficient troops and munitions to wipe out Franco.

Poland remains in a traglc gquandary, There
would be an enormous sentiment in Poland for war
with Germany, but there would be an equally enormous
fear that if Poland should become involved in war
with Germany, Russia would enter Poland from the
east, The Polish Ambassador stated categorically
to Gamelin 1ln my presence two days ago that Poland
positively would not march with France and posi-
tively would not declare war on Germany if France
should go to war to defend Czechoslovakia. More-
over, the Poles and the Rumanisns have both stated
officially that if the Soviet Army should attempt
to march across their territory to get to Czecho-

slovakla, both would declare war on the Soviet

Union.
It



It is my impression, however, that neither
the Poles nor the Rumanians would resist if the
Russians should send planes to Czechoslovakia,
flying them along the border between Poland and
Rumania at night. Hungary, whose relations with
Poland at the moment are close, would probably
remain ﬁeutr&l as Poland would, during the first
weeks or months of the war.

There 1s beginning to be a general conviction
throughout Europe that the United States will be
drawn into the war, if it starts, after a compara-
tively brief period. This conviction is helpful
in so far as it may tend to diminish the readiness
of Germany to go to war; but we shall find oup-
selves violently unpopular in both France and Eng-
land when it becomes clear that we intend to main-
tain our neutrality. Day in and day out, I say to
the French that, if war should come, the United
States would declare immediate neutrality and the
Neutrality Act would come into force at once. The
answer invariably 1is, "Yes, we know that; but the

Germans will behave in such a way that you will

s00n



soon be drawn in."

I remain as convinced as ever that we should
not permit ourselves to be drawn in. I belleve that
if war starts, the destruction on the Continent of
Europe will be so great that, unless we are able
to remain strong and relatively untouched, there
will be no natlion on earth left to pick up the
pleces. If we should go in, we would make a mess
of our own country. If we should stay out, we could
at least help to keep alive whatever human belngs
may remain alive in Eurcpe.

You perhaps saw the telegram in which I gave an
account of Francols-=Poncet's intention to attempt to
work out a settlement of the Czech-German dispute
by direct negotiations between France, England
and Germany--represented by himself, Henderson and
Ribbentrop. His idea, which is the idea of the French
Government, is that the Czechs should be compelled
to grant full autonomy to the Sudeten geographic

area and that Czechoslovakia should become & neu-

tralized state, of the sort that Belgium was before

1914



1914, its independence guaranteed by England, France
and Germany., He said he had no great hope that

it might be possible to succeed in this negotiation,
but he could see no other way to avoild war.

I understand perfectly the dilemma in which
Benes finds himself. All his life he hes been an
adventurer and a courageous one, He knows that
if he grants autonomy now to the Sudeten Germans,
the Sudeten some day will vote themselves out of
Czechoslovakia and intc Germany, and he will go down
in history as the man who began the disintegration
of the Czechoslovak State. On the other hand, if
he refuses to grant autonomy and makes only conces-
sions which the Sudeten will reject and war comes,
he will be the hero who resisted against great odds,
end he will be able to fly at the last moment to
the Soviet Unicn.

I have information from a number of reliable
sources which indicates that Hodza and Krofta are
much more inclined to make concessions to the Sude-
ten than Benes., Their view is that Czechoslovakia

would be demolished by Germany and that, even if
the
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the allies of the Czechs should win the war, nobody
would ever again be so silly as to put together
Czecheslovakia in its present form. The most they
could hope for would be a small Czech state. They
are, moreover, inclined to believe, as most people
in France are, that the war would inflict such
suffering on all the civilian populations of Eurcpe
that communist revolutions would take place from
one end of the Continent to the other. Neither
Hodza nor Krofta is anxious to see his country a
Czech Soviet Socialist Republic directed from Moscow,
This letter will, I am sure, seem to you unduly
pessimistic. I can assure you that it gives a faith-
ful picture of opinion and étmoaphara here, I know
no informed Frenchman who does not feel that he is
living in the last days of his civilization which is
so lovely and which he loves so much.
The only cheery bit of news I have to communi-
cate concerns your new Ambassadress to Belgium.
She has taken a large house in Paris, ostensibly
for one of her daughters, and is having it done
over for her own occupancy. One of the boys who

has
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has Just been yachting with her and her consort

in the Black Sea came to Paris yesterday and in-
formed me that she had sald to him that she knew

she would be bored by Brussels, so0 she had dacidéd
to spend all her time in Parisl! War will, at least,
save me from that. I don't know what else will,
unless you tell the lady end gentleman that the Bel-
gians will expect them to =tay in Belgium, and

that you will too,.

I had Ickes and his little wife and Frances
Perkins at dinner two nights ago. Mrs. Ickes is
charming. How Ickes accomplished that is beyond
me. I took the Ickes from the door of thelir plane
to my house in the country and then put them in
a small hotel, so that they haven't been found by
the reporters and have had a happy time. Frances
Perkins seemed well and lively and I kept her smo-
thered in orchids the day she was here,

If I cable you that the Germans are about to
eross the Czech frontler, I hope that you will is-

sue an immediamte appeal to the British, French and

Germans
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Germans to meet at once at The Hague with a repre=-
sentative of the United States. You might be able
to get a settlement on the basis of autonomy for
the various minorities in Czechoslovakla, plus neu-
tralization of Czechoslovakia and a guarantee of
Czechoslovakia as an independent state by England,
France and Germeany. That might be the beginning
of something like peace in Eurcpe, At any rate,
I can think of nothing else that you could do that
would have the slightest chance of success, and
we should not wash our hands by a pious and futile
gesture,

I wish you could be here with me tonight.
This place is so beautiful that you would forget
even your stamps for an evening.

Blessings!

Yours affectionately,

bR
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Paris, July 19, 1938.

Dear Miss LeHand:

The Ambassador has handed to me your letter of
July 7th regarding Mr. Robert L. Griére, a colored
gentleman who wants a job in this Mission as messen-
ger.

For your personal information, Griére is an
American negro (high yellow); He came to Paris
severél years ago to live permanentlyrbecause "the
French don't discriminate against the black race
like the Americans do".

While Griére was living here he had an affair
with a very charming Norwegian girl of very good
family and, when the girl became pregnant and pro-
duced a child, there was quite a scandal involving
the girl's family, the Norwegian Legation in Paris,
and Griére.

If, in view of the above, you still think

Griére

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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Griére ought to be hired by the Embassy, let me know
and I will have his name put at the top of the eligible

list.
With every good wish and kindest regards, I am,

Very sincerely yo .

(Freiug s

Carmel Offie.

T2 Tolltlady{ "

3048,
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Personal and Paris, August 31, 1938.
SermPThentad. o

Dear Mr. President:

T have your little note of August 15th appending
Cordell's letter of July 21st - which I return herewith.

The upper brackets of the Foreign Service contailn
many morons, fairies and neurotics; but this is such a
rare bouquet that I wonder who put it over on Cordell.
I happen to know all the men but one personally, and I
know a lot about that one; so here goes:i

(1) John Campbell White - is Uncle Henry's moron
son who has an excellent English accent and a large
income but no other visible assets except a brother-in-law,
Pierrepont Moffat, who doubtless was responsible for
his heading the list. He is & énob and an ass.

(2) Clereunce E. Gauss - is the prime Baptist

veterinarian

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.



veterinarian of the Service. Aé Consul General in
Paris he was totally incompetent, mean, back-biting,
jealous, full of hatred and malice toward everyone.

Hé was a total failure as Consul General here, and was
hated by all his colleagues end subordinstes, and loathed
. by Jesse Straus. He can do an adequate job as Consul
General in China where there are many missioneries to
whom & man of his stripe is not unendurable. Anyone
less qualified to get along with foreigners ‘of any

sort or indeed, Americens outside the lonkey Trial Bible
belt, I do not know. He speaks no language except bad
English. His wife is & sour Mrs. Grundy and the pair
might have been models for that superb painting of Grant
Wood's "The Daughters of the American Revolution."

(3) Alexender Kirk - has been a comic fairy since’
his childhood. He was a class ahead of me at Yale and then
at the Hervard Lew School. He was the joké of both univ-
ersities, and found it emusing to emphasize his effeminacy.
He has lots of money, which comes from soap, and when I
asked him years ago why he had gone into the diplomat ic
service, he replied, "To wash off the smell of soap. It
is the only way I cun meet ladies and gentlemen.” e has

been



been at that occupation, especially gentlemen, ever since.
He hes a certain cleverness, and since his mother's death
a year ago he hes been much more serious, as they had always
lived in the same house and her death made him feel lost.
The last time I saw him he seemed to have dropped his
manner of extreme effeminacy. Intellectually, he is the
best man on the list, which does not say much, but I would
rather let the Republicans promote him as they always have
in the past. Incidentally, there is no reason why he should
not be left as Chargé d'Affaires in Moscow for as long as
he can stand it. He has always picked his own posts and
it's time he showed he can stand a hard one.

(4) Louis G. Dreyfus - I have never met. But he
worked for some years with Herbert Feis in the Department
of State and Herbert, in whose judgment I have confidence,
has said to me that he is an amiable idiot without a trace
of brains. From other sources I have heard endorsement of
the idiot end of this phrase, but I have heard the adjective
amicble replaced by non-Jews with such adjectives as sly,
fawning and undesirable. Why you should appoint a brainiess
Jew Minister at this moment, I can't see.

(5) Coert du Bois - is a neurotic. He has always
been intensely severe with his subordinates and family, and
the double suicide of his daughters in England drove him

naturally



naturally into a queerer state than before. I talked with
him in i935 in Naples and investigated him thoroughly
because the Department hed suggested that I should teke him
on the staff in Moscow in order to improve his state of mind.
I decided then that he ought to be in a sanitorium and not

a Mission, and that he would be a bad member of any official
femily. I think he ought not to be made Chief of Missiom
anywhere.

(6) Douglas Jenkins - is a mediocre little southerner
who means well and can conduct a consulate with a falr degree
of efficiency. I have seen him frequently and feel that if
you had seen him as I had, you would be certain that he
did not have the personal qualities to represent the United
States except in a very minor post.

As you know, the weakest part of the Foreign Service
is Class I, II, and III. There are few competent men in
those clesses and fewer still who have any distinction. The
classes from IV downward contain many more men of ability.
If you have to fill legations at the moment, I think you
would be fully justified in teking men outside the career
service. |

Incidentally, when I was dictating to Offie a moment
ago about Kirk, I began to wonder whether or not you intend
to send an Ambassador to Moscow. If you do decide to send

one,
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one, you should send an extranely.experienced, reliable
Foreign Service Officer. The burden of Moscow plus an
Ambassador like the late eminent Joe Davies 1s too much
for any staff to bear. Cruel and unusual punishment is
forbidden by the Constitution! You will remember that
when we discussed this question sometime ago, I said to
you that MacMurray, now Ambassador in Turkey, was un=
guestionebly the man best fitted for the Moscow post. He
would hete to go there but he would do & better job for
the U, S. A. than anyone else I can think of, and I fail
to see why Foreign Service Officers should be permitted
to refuse ambassadorships unless there is some extremely
important personal reason. Dislike of a post is not im-
portant.

I have just had Joe Kennedy and Hugh Wilson staying
with me in Paris. I think that they are both doing fine
jobs and are the best men available for their posts. If
you can find men of Joe's quality to take vacant legations,
I hope you will appoint them. This is no time, however, to
send out modern replicas of Pindell of Peoria.

Love and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

_Ra\

William C. Bullitt.

r————————



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

~SONEIDENETAL— .
August 16, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. WILLIAM 0. BULLIT?

I send you this in
strioct oconfidence of course.
vhat do you think of them?

F. D« Re

Letter from Secretary Hull in re
list of Foreign Servlice offlcers
who have demonstrated speclal capacity
for promotion to the grade of Minlster.
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Paris, August 17, 1938.

Peraana% and

Dear Mr. President:

The French Government is now convinced that there
will be another crisis during the first weeks of
September. If it should appear that war is imminent,
you will be urged to take all sorts of actions by all
sorts of people. I have two suggestions to make - the
objections to which will be as obvious to you as they
are to me so that I need not detail them.

Fear of the United States is unquestionably a
large factor in Hitler's hesitation to start a war,
If, in September, Europe should again appear to be
on the verge of war, a quiet conversation between
you and the German Ambassador in the White House
might have more effect in deterring Germany from
acting against Czechoslovakia with armed force than

all the public speeches you or anyone else could make.

You

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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You would not have to say anything except recite a
few facts. Suppose you were to say that you hoped
Germany was not about to place you in the same posi-
tion in which President Wilson was placed in 1914.
Suppose you should add that he must be as aware as
you were that although public opinion in America
before the commencement of the war in 1914 had been
very favorable to Germany, public opinion in America
was now most hostile to Germany:; and that he must be
85 aware as you were that if war should begin between
England and France on one side and Germany on the
other, there was a possibility that the United States
would be drawn in.

You might add that you would be glad if he would
transmit what you had said to Hitler and bid him good-
bye.

You would have done nothing except call his at-
tention to certain facts which are public property
and you would have committed yourself to nothing. I
think the effect of such a conversation in Germany
would be immense,

If events should go further and the mobilization
stage should be reached or even hostilities commenced,
I think you should propose at once a conference of the
sort that I suggested to you before the erisis of last
May 2lst. You will recall that at that time I wrote

that
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that if the worst should come to the worst, you should
make a public appeal for an immediate conference at

The Hague of representatives of England, France, Germany,
and Italy to find ways and means of settling the dispute
between Czechoslovekia and Germany; adding that a re-
presentative of the United States would rarticipate in
the conference if the four Powers should desire.

I think you should not take either of these steps
unless Runciman should fail and war appear to be imminent.
I will let you know at once if I think that moment has
come. Meanwhile, I should appreciate it if you would let
me have a line to tell me whether or not you consider these
ideas cockeyed and if you have any altermatives in mind.

Blessings.

Yours affectionately,

Sl

William C. Bullitt.

——
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Paris, August 23,
Dear Miss LeHand:

Monsieur Georges Rivollet, former French Minister
of Fensions, is sailling soon for the United States to
attend the 1938 Natlonal Convention of the American
Legion in Los Angeles as the representative of the
National Federation of French War Veterans. I am en-
closing herewith his schedule while in America. He
will be accompanied by his daughter, aged nineteen.

Monsieur Rivollet 1s Secretary General of the
above Federation which corresponds to our American
Legion. This organization has no president and is,
therefore, directed by Monsieur Rivollet. Conse-
quently, he is very important politlecally.

1 don't think the President would have any special
pleasure in seeing him but if the French Embassay in
Washington requests an appointment for him with the
President and it is accorded you will find him

personally

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

1938.



perscnally agreeable,

With every good wish, I remain,

Yours very sincerely,

J;“.::e‘

William T. Bullitt.

——

Fnelosure:

Schedule of M. Rivollet.



ITINERARY
OF

September

September
September
September

September
September
September
September
September
September

FOR VISIT OF MR. GEORGES RIVOLLET TC CONVENTION
THE AMERICAN LEGION IN LOS ANGELES.

7th: Sails aboard 8. 5. Normandie from
Havre for New York.

12th: Arrives in New York.
13th: Fres.

l4th: Free until 11:35 P.M., when he takes
train for Los Angeles.

18th: Arrives in Los Angeles at 8:30 A.M.
19 - 20 - 21 : Attends convention.

£8nd: Leaves Los Angeles for New York.
£26th: Arrives in New York. Day free.
27th: Free.

28th: Sails aboard S. S. No die at noon
from New York for Havre.

October 3rd: Arrives at Havre.



Paris, Avguat 31, 1938.

PERSONAL AND PRIVATE.

Dear Mr, President:

Before you get this letter Europs will pro-
bably be 2ven cloeser tc Hades than it is today,
and it is clocse enough. As you know, the Gaimans
have one million eight hundred thousend men mobi-
lized., Hugh Wilson, who has just been here, informs
me that under the new German system of "mobilization
en-route,” men join their regiments while those regi=-
ments are on their way tc the frontiers. The time
between Hitler's decision to mak2 war and the firing
of the first guns on the frontier will be, there-
fore, not more than eight hours.

If we intend to do anything at the last moment
to try to stop the holocaust, we shall have an al-
most impossibly brief period in which to werk. Hugh

has
The Honcrable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.



has promised to phone me instantly if he gets word
that Hitler haa made the decision., I shall phone
you &t once, and I hope that you will send for the
German jimbassador immediately and talk to him in the
manner I suggested ‘r my letter of August 17, 1938,

Guy La Chambre, Minister for Air, explained to
me last night the condition of the French frontier de-
fenses., The Garde Mobile is now ov the alert at all
frontiers. In every village or hamlet close to the
frontiers there is one house which hes been scaked
with concrete and filled with machine guns., It is
expected that the Garde Mobile could hold up any sur-
prise attack for forty minutes. At the end of 40
minutes, the first frontler guards would be in ' po-
sition and at the end of two hours the Maginot Line
and all other d=fenses would be fully manned.
Every road leading from every frontier is heavily
mined and could be made unusable for a time.

Bonnet is inelined te believe that Germany will
not risk war with France and England in the month
cf September, but many other Ministers belleve that
Hitler has already decided to strike 1ln September.

My



My guess is that Hitler stends esuch a chance of
drawinz Hungary into the Nazi ranks before the flrst
of January, 1939, that he will not muke war in Sep-
tember. But the German mobilization hae produced
such excitement In Czechoslovekia that a false re-

port may make the Czechs strike first and give the
German Army an copportunity to strike back. If I
were betting today, I should bet that there were
fifty-five chances that there would rot be war in
September against forty-five that there would be,
If war should begin, the result would be such
s devastation of Burcpe that it would make smell
difference which sfdes should emerme the ostensible
victor., T am more convinced than ever that we should
atteampt to =stay out and be ready to reconstruct
whatever places may be left of FEuropean civilization,
I remember that I promised rou to be in Washing-
ton again by September 25th at the latest. I want
to come home very much as I am extremely tlred and
need a holiday and want to see you all; but I do
not see the slightest possibility of leaving Paris
at the moment. If there should be a settlement

of



of the Sudeten dispute I would jump on the first
boat, and I have engaged passage on hoth the NOR-
MANDIE sailing September E2lst, and the MANHATTAN
seiling September 23rd. Anne must take one or the
other to get back to school in time. If I feel
it would not be a neglect of duty, I shall leave
with her on one or the other; but the chances look
black at the moment.

Love and good luck,

Yours affectionately,

Nk
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A portion of this tele- Faris
gram must be closely
paraphrased before being Dated September 7, 1938
communicated to anyone,
(br) Ree'd 2:15 p.m,

Seeretary of State,

Washingten,

RUSH.

1409, September 7, 7 p.m.

I learned last night through inguiries made of me by
the International News Serviee at the express request of
Mr, Hearat that the Assocliated Preas despatch reporting
my remarks at the banquet at Bordeaux un the evening of
September 3 credited m= with the fecllowing ridiculous
statement: "(GRAY) France and the United States are
indefectively (sic) united in war as in peace," I of
eourse sald nothing of the klnd, 1 spoke extemporanecusly
at the banquet on the subjeect of French wines., I then
read a quotaticn from Thomas Jefferscn and coneluded
with the following words .:

"ot is no secret that the recple of the United States
today feel for the people of France the most profound
aympethy. We are unlted by cur devotlon to 1liberty,
democracy and veace., Ve are uniteéd by our old friendship,

by



=2- #1409, September 7, 7 p.m,; from Faris,

by the ald that each has brought to the other in an
hour of need, Tcday we are working together to
Preserve peace, May we be as successaful in that

task as we have been in the past when we have marched

together under the flags of war)" (END SECTION ONE).

CSE BULLITT
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This telegram must be Paris
closely poraphrosed be-
fore being communicrted Dated September 7, 1938

to anyone, (br)
REe?d 3:20 p.m,.

Secretary of 8tate,

flashington,

RUSH,

1409, September 7, 7 p.m., (SECTION TVIO).

As I read this lest posange from o monuscript which
I gave to the journalists at the banguet therc is no
Excust whetsoever for the falsifleation of my remarks.
These remerks were correctly reported in the lending
Bordeaux newspaper LA PETITE GIRONDE ond also in
LA LIBERTE DU SUDOUEST, but LA FRANCE DE BORDEAUX
earried the erroneous report which was repeated to
the Paris office of the Assccinted Fress by the writer
on that poper who is also the Associcted Fress spot
man ot Bordeocux, The Associntcd Press desk mon guestioned
the authenticity of the report but his efforts to verify
the statement did net go further ther to guery the
Bordeaux spot mon, who stuck to his story.

The Associnted Press is todoy wiring a correction
reporting my remarks ns they were actually made,
The Chief of the Pnris Bureau hrs informed me that he is

toking
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-2- #1409, September 7, 7 p.m, (SECTION T0) from Paris,

taking disciplinery cetion agninst his Berdeaux man
which will probnbly result in his immedinte dismissal,

(END MESSAGE).

BULLITT

PEG:CSB
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Paris, September 12, 1938.

Dear Miss LeHand:

I take pleasure in enclosing herewith a stamp
issued by the Soviet postal authorities in comme-
moration of the North Pole flight by the noted
Soviet pillot, 5. A. Wj_.._‘_

As you know, Levanevski actually started this
flight in 1935 but was forced to turn back after
covering a little over a quarter of the way. This
flight was postponed until 1937, and if you will re-
member, he took off last year and has not been heard
of since. There were a hundred stamps issued in con-
nection with this flight and this is one of the hun-
dred.

I know that the President relies on you to get
him really rare stamps and this, I assure you, rates
that clasgsification.

You must all be having a very trying time these
days

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,
'ﬁﬂ.ahingtﬂn, D . c -
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days with primary elections and Jimmy Roosevelt's i11-
ness but I can assure you I'd much rather be in your
boots than to be sitting here listening to People
trying to figure out what Hitler is going to say or
do next.

If Mr. Hitler rermits, I ought to be seeing you
about the early part of October. Otherwise, we will
probably be blown into the air.

Every good wish to FOU.

7 Ly

Carmel Offie.

Yours always,

Enclosure: [ e
Levanevski stamp. { b



By the way, there is a marvelous joke which I heard
on your Boss which will amuse You:

One night Hitler, Mussolini, and President Roosevelt
were dining together. Mussolini remarked, during the
course of the dinner: "Gentlemen, I am pleased to inform
you that I shall soon be the ruler of the world",.

Mr. Hitler replied: "You will not. I shall soon be
the ruler of the world.”

Mr. Mussolini folded his arms and replied: "And by
whose help?"

And Hitler, with that mystic look on his face, and
throwing his fist into the air, said: "By the help of
God."™

President Roosevelt, who happrened to be munching on
a chicken bone at the time, suddenly looked up and said:
"I will noti”
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Parls, September 26, 1938,

Dear Miss LeHand:

I am taking time out during this mad periocd to
send you the latest stamps from the Soviet Union
for the President's collection. The subjects of
these issues are children's hobbies. They were
issued on September 15, 1938, and I thought they
might be of interest to the Great White Father.

Carmal.cgiZéfi;%f#hﬁ‘rﬂﬂ
Enclosure:

Envelope containing 7 stamps.

Yours always,

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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Paria, September 20, 1838,

PERSONAL AND S-ONaSEiiiEtiim,

Dear Mr. President:

I write you this while the Czech Govern=-
ment is consldering what reply to make to the
British-French proposal. It seems to me that
the French and British Governments have mis-
handled the matter abominably. They have acted
like little boys doing dirty things behind the
barn.

You may be sure that I will come home as
goon a8 I feel I can, as I am dead tired. Mean-
while the prospects for Europe are so foul that

the further we keep out of the mess the better.

The

The Honorable
Franklin D. Reoosevelt,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.



The moral is: If you have enough airplanes
you don't have to go to Berchtesgaden,

Good luck.

Yours affectionately,

4
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K THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 23, 1938.

Bill Bullitt just telephoned the
following which he thinks you should
have during Cabinet meeting in order
to telephone him back immediately.

He has just been informed by
the British Ambassador that Chamber-
lain is having conversation with
Hitler and is returning to London.
tunighkx The news is very bad. He
and all of his party are returning
by airplane tomorrow morning. It &s
the belief that tkexEm this ends the
negoblation but this 1is not certain.

It is saild that Hitler wishes his

[
ey

troops to occupy the Sudeten. Resist-

ance and war will follow. It is



also certain that the Polish troops
will march at the same moment. That
may happen tonight and it is now

9.15 here. It may happen after
Chamberlain sees Hitler this evening.
Bullitt believes that the subject you
and he have talked and written about
should not be delayed. It should be
appznpiishwidxkyx accompanied by a

statement about no troops crossing
frontlers. xBRitktxkhimkxxthat
Bullitt believes that this
should be seen by you immediately
in Cabinet meeting and asks you
please to call back immediately. I

have given Hack the éelephone number.



THE WHITE HOUSE \]
WASHINGTON -\II.VP

Bullitt:

"This is what I wanted to say (to the
President}

"The British Ambassador has now com-
municated to me a2 telegram which he has Just
received from Chamberlain.

"This telegram shows that the situstion
is not so hopeless as it appeared to be from
the communication that the British Ambassador
here rec'd from the foreign office in London.

"It aprears that there will not be
an entry of German troops immediately into
Czechoslovakia. The dispute ls on the question
of how soon those troops should enter snd how
far they should enter and on the withdrawal
of Czech police from the Sudeten regions.

"Chamberlain will return to London
tomorrow morning, arriving about Noon in
London and he wil) have with him at that time
written statements of Hitler with regard to
exactly what he wants, with respect to the
questions I have Just given you.

"The result is that the situzstion, as
shown by this communication from Chamberlain,
is not so desperate as the situation previously
shown by the communication from the foreign
office in London.

"Therefore please say to the President
right away that I do not feel that, in the
light of this latter communication direect from
Chamberlain, war is likely to break out within
the next 74 hours. I think there still a
breathing space and that therefore feel that
he still has time to consider things."

K
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) Memorandum of Conversation
DATE:
September 27, 1838,
Telephone conversation, 9:45 a,m,

PARTICIPANTS:  Ambassador Bullitt;

COPIES TO:

Under Secretary Welles.

EE 1—hasa

MR, BULLITT: Have you resd Hitler's reply to the Presi-
dent? It was sent to you last night,

MR, WELLES: I have read it, Have you read 1it?

MR, BULLITT; Yes, It is, of course, * * % ultimatum,
Have you heard yet that Chamberlain 1s to speak tonlght,
MR, WELLES: Yes,

MR, BULLITT: The time i8 getting shorter and shorter
gnd therefore any action to be taken will have to be
thought about with great speed., I am thinking of an
glternative which I should like to suggest to you to
get your reaction,

MR, WELLES: Please do,



Do

MR, BULLITT: 1In the first place I believe that the French
Government this afternoon will issue a statement on all
points of Chamberlain's statement of last night in which
he said that the British Government would guarantee that
the Czeche would carry this out rapldly and fairly. There
is glso discussion going on here of an attempt to appoint
an international commission at once, I doubt if this can
be done today. It will possibly take until tomorrow,
Meanwhlle time presses., I have.of the following - that
the President might very well reply to the Chancellor's
note saylng that he thanke him for his reply but everyone
must recognize by this time that the conditions of veace
laid down in 1919 did not produce happiness and tranquil-
11ty on the Continent, Many thinge have changed already
and remain to be changed, The Czech Government * #* % #
The French and British Government have promised to see they
are handed over expeditiously and fairly., The Chancellor
takes the poesition that thie handing over can take place
at only the time and in exactly the manner which he him-
self orders, of one man deciding what appears to plunge
the entire continent into war., The President suggests
that a conference should be held to settle this and cor-
related questions, He suggests that on the 29th there
should meet representatives of England, France, Germany,

Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. I have thought very
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carefully about this, Italy is left out, Russia is left
out,

MR, WELLES: @Give me the 1list again,

MR, BULLITT:; France, England, Germany, Poland, Czecho-
glovakia and Hungary and a representative of the United
States, if these powers so desire, will also be present,
We suggest such a meeting at The Hague on the 29th, BSuch
a meeting would mean that no troops would cross the border.
We should be very glad to receive the Chancellor's reply
Af such a conference would be acceptable to him, He would
immediately get great pressure from Poland and Hungary to
accept it which would put him in a bad spot, Have you
received all the telegrams sent last night,

MR, WELLES: I have read them all very carefully. The
gecond one ie extraordinarily interesting.

MR, BULLITT: Daladier is perfectly magnificent, I am
sending a telegram almoet at once incorporating these
ideas, I have Jjust formulated them because I have Just
gseen and been able to digest Hitler's message, I don't
know whether this line of thought avpeals to you, The
only other line for the President would be to dellver in
his reply to Hitler a terrific statement of what the con-
sequences will be and where the responsibility will lie,
I do not think this would be desirable. It would drive

Hitler into immediate actlon,
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MR, WELLES: I think it 18 out of the question, It ie

not constructive, More than that it puts this Government
definitely in a position of partiality which we don't want
to take,

MR, BULLITT: At the time the President considers appealing
for a conference he might send for the German Ambassador and
say to the Ambassador some very simple things, clte some
facts well known to him = Germany'e popularity in the United
Statee in 1914, thelir popularity at moment well known to him,
firmly truste that Herr Hitler will not place him in the
same position that Woocdrow Wileon was placed in and with
circumstances much more difficult today than they were at
that time, I think a simple statement like that to the
German Ambasgador might have a very great effect, Any
further conversation I think might suggest a modification

of the Neutrality Act,

MR, WELLES: That cannot be undertsken at this moment.

I am convinced of that, If you were here you would agree
with me, Your firet suggestion is in entire accord with

my own inelination, I will take them up at once, I haven't
seen the Secretary this morning, I will see the President
in the next hour., I will take this up with him and see
where we get,

MR, BULLITT: He may wish to walt for Chamberlsin's state-
ment tonight at eight o'clock., I think thie is the only

line of action which gives a further chance for peace., If

Chamberlain speake at eight o'clock tonight here - that
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will be three o'clock in the afternoon with you = there
will be plenty of time tonight after that to decide and

get something out,

MR, WELLES; 1If anything is to be done it will have to

be done in next twenty-four hours,

MR, BULLIT; It will also have to ask representatives of
those Bix powers to be present on the morning of the 29th
of September, Acceptance of this conference would of course
mean that troops wouldn't crose the frontier, I have talked
with Kennedy in London and there they are thinking about
nothing except how fast they can get ready for war., He
hasn't been able to see anyone of importance.

MR, WELLES: The only two people mentioned in his cable
were Oliver Stanley and someone else - no one of importance,
MR, BULLITT: Here there is still some 8light hope that by
pushing this metter of a statement to guarantee to Hitler

# % %, I doubt very much Af it will be effective, I be-
lieve the chances are about ninety-five in a hundred of war
beginning midnight Friday. I should appreciate it if you
Will call me back glving some inkling of the way your
thoughte are running,

MR. WELLES: T will naturally call you back,

MR, BULLITT: Thank you very much,



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WABHINGTOMN

September 27, 1538

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning herewith
Ambassador Bullitt's letter to you
of August 8th, concerning proposed
credit for China.

Sincerely yours,

The President,
The White House.
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Paris, August 8, 1938,

Ferscnal and

Dear Mr. President:

From a multitude of reliable scurces, I have
been informed during the past two months that the
Chinese will be at the end of their financial re-
sources by the first of next January, unless they
can obtain eoredits abroad. Chiang Kai-shek's will
to fight and the courage of the Chinese people re-
main unbroken; but there will be Jjust no money to
buy anything. I have had this information in a
series of messages from Chiang Kai-shek, T. V. Scong,
and Doctor Kung transmitted to me by the Chinese
Ambasgsador here, and I have had the same information
from a horde of detached cbservers.

As you will recall, some months ago Bonnet said
to me that he hoped it might be possible for the

Tnited States to extend some sort of a credit or

loan

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of America,

The White House.
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loan to China and that he was certain that irf we
should be willing to act, both France and Great
Britain would act simultaneously though not
Jointly. Two days ago, Bonnet reiterated this to
me. He added that he was certain that either
England, France, or the United States could give
credits to China without provoking any serious
Japanese reaction. The Japanese were too involved
in China and were tooc fearful of Russian attack to
dare to act against either Zngland, France, or the
United States.

This reasoning seems to me sound. I believe
we should, however, avoid putting ourselves out on
any long limb. I do not think we should sell the
Chinese arms or munitions on credit, but I believe
we should give the Chinese Covernment a credit of
one hundred million dollars for the purchase of flour
and gray goods in the United States.

We shall have to take a loss on our wheat and
cotton anyhow. If we sell the Chinese Government
flour instead of wheat and gray goods instead of
cotton, we shall get the benefit of the first pro-
cessing and even if we should lose the hundred million,

it would be money well spent.
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1 have talked over this idea with Henry lorgenthau
and find that he is entirely in accord with me. Ais you
know, he suggested to the Chinese Ambassador in Paris
that the Chinese Government should send K. P. Chen to
Washington and I have just received information that
Chen will reach Washington about the same time that
Henry returns.

If you should approve of this proposal, I suggest
that you should let me know in advance so that I could
try to push Bonnet into making gpood his statements to
me with regard to the readiness of the French Govern-
ment to take simultaneous and similar action.

I have thought about this a lot and I feel certain
that we ought to do it. I hope you will too.

Love and pood luck.
Yours affectionately,
Ll

William C. Bullitt.

—



Paris, September 28,

—Seemed- and Fersonal

Dear Mr. President:

The enclosed telegram I was about to send to you
when the news came that Hitler had invited Chamberlain,
Daladier, and Mussolini to meet him in Munich tomorrow
at two o'oclock. Inasmuch as the message contains mili-
tary secrets of the highest importance, I felt that it
was desirable, in view of the change in the gituation,
to send it to you by mail rather than by telegraph.
Flease keep it for your most private eye, and please
give me an immediate reply - I mean immediate - to the
question with regard to how far it might be possible to
export parts of planes and motors and machine tools from
the United States to Canada in time of war.

It is just as vital to have this information imme-
diately now as it was when it seemed that war was
certain; because it remains vital for France to start

building

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

.

T

1838.



vuilding planes on this scale at once. Unless France
and England can manufacture in this way and on this
scale, the time will soon come again when Hitler will
issue a ukase, and make war when it is not obeyed by
France and England.

I am so relieved this evening that I feel like
embracing everyone and wish I were in the White House
to give you a large kiss on your bald spot.

Love, good luck, and hurrah.

o 9

Encl.



SECSTATE
WASHINGTON
RUSH - September 28, 3 FP.M.
The following message is to be decoded by Mr. Salmon

¢

or the Acting Chief of the Code Room and carried to the
President by him, and no copy made under any circumstances.
—S5E8RSE AND PERSONAL FOR THE FRESIDENT:

Guy La Chambre, Minister for Alr, has Just given me
the actual figures on the aviation situation.

If war should begin on the first of October, the
French would have six hundred battle planes. This includes
pursuit planes and bombers.

The British have agreed to send to France to support
the French Army one hundred and twenty light bombing planes
at the end of the first week, and one hundred and twenty
more at the end of four weeks.

To the certain knowledge of the French Military In-
telligence, the Germans have ready for battle at this
moment six thousand five hundred planes of the very
lateat types. The division of these planes is belleved
to be two-thirds bombers and one-third pursult planes.

The Italians have of the very latest types elght
hundred pursuit planes and twelve hundred bombers.

Both the Germans and Italians have large quantities of
planes, not of the latest types.

The Soviet Government was asked recently by the
French
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French Government if Soviet planes could fly to France
in case of need. The reply was that no Soviet plane
had sufficient radius of action to Tfly to France.

The Minister for Air said that it was certain that
the German planes would be able to bomb Paris at will.
The French pursuit planes were so insufficient in numbers
that they would all have to be assigned to protecting the
observation planes of the Army. There would be no planes
for the defense of Paris.

Anti-aireraft artillery was also most inadequate in
quantity. There would be a certain amount of anti-aircraft
artillery available for the defense of Faris but almost
none for the defense of other points and none to protect
French troop concentrations.

The Minister for Air felt certain that the destruction
in Paris would pass all imagination. He said that he hed
sent his wife and child to Brittany already, and he be-
lieved that every woman and child who could leave Paris
should do =0 at once and every man who had no urgent
reason toc be here should do likewise.

The Minister for Alr went on to say that there was
no protection whatscever against the large-sized German
bombs except a shelter covered by at least fifteen feet
of reinforeed concrete. It was obviously impossible to
create many such shelters. There were, however,

comparatively
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comparatively few German or Italian bombing planes which
gould carry bombs of the largest size. Most of the
German bombing, he expected to be done with small in-
cendiary bombs welghing about twenty pnounds. It would,
therefore, be useful to have plenty of sand in houses
since these bombs could be put out by two shovelfuls

of sand but an unconquerable fire would result if water
was gpread on them.

The Minister for Air went on to say that the safest
place for the next two years in France would be a trench
provided one was equipped with a gas mask; that we should
provide ourselves with gas masks immediately and we should
dig trenches in whatever gardens might be avallable. A
trench would be a sufficlent protection except in case of
a2 direct hit and in case of a direct hit, there would be
no protection. He advised me urgently to have American
women and children sent out of Parls at the earliest pos-
sible moment.

I have accordingly today given instructions to
Murphy to inform each member of the staff perscnally
and quietly that I believe he should send his wife and
children out of Paris at the earliest possible moment.

The Minister for Air went on to say that the esti-
mates of the General Staff of the French Air Force were
that, at the end of a month under the present cirocum-

atances,
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circumstances, France could not have more than three
hundred planes and that if good weather should continue
for very long, a time might come when the number of
French planes would be altogether negligible.

He felt personally that the General Staff of the
Army was underestimating the importance of the air
factor and he thought that it would be most dangerous
to add another frontier by an attack on Spain, even
though this frontier might be in existence for only a
brief period because Franco had many planes.

We then discussed at length the problem of pro-
ducing a sufficient number of planes to overcome German
and Italian superiority in the air. The Minister for
Alr was of the opinion that such planes could only be
produced on the continent of North America and by
American manufacturers. Since the Neutrality Act
would prevent the manufacture of such planes in the
United States, he proposed at once to attempt to build
huge factories for planes in Canada, possibly just op-
posite Detroit and Buffalo, so that American workmen
living at home could be utilized readily. He asked me
for suggestions as to the persons to take in hand this
immense program of plane construction on the success
or failure of which, in his opinion, the outcome of the
war would depend. He added that it was, of course,

vital that it should be possible to ship machine tools
and
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and plane parts and instruments from the United States
to these Canadian factories.

La Chambre asked me if I could obtain in strictest
confidence Information for him if and to what extent it
might be possible to export parts of planes and motors
and machine tools from the United States to Canada without
violating the Neutrality Act.

I believe that we should go to the extreme limit
compatible with a reascnable interpretation of the law
to permit such exports to Canada.

Will you please have someone study this question
with the ldea in mind that it may affect the whole
future of freedom in the world.

Please give me an answer on this point at the
earliest possible moment as no plans can be carried
further until La Chambre knows the answer to this
question.

La Chambre continued our discussion by asking me
for my opinion as to the men best qualified to organize
this effort on behalf of France. I suggested Jean
Monnet (not repeat not Monick) who, as you know, has
been an intimate friend of mine for many years, whom I
trust as a brother. Monnet organized and directed the
Inter-Allied Maritime Transport Council; the wheat and
shipping pool and all the vast other Inter-allied

organizations
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organizations during the war when he was only a man of
twenty-eight. He then became Under Secretary of the
League of Nations and for many years has been engaged
in private business.

Guy La Chembre was pleased by this idea and I
suggested that Lindbergh, who is an intimate friend
of Monnet's, should be associated with Monnet im this
work. I suggested further that a French airplane
constructor or expert should be added to Monnet and
Lindbergh with Monnet as absolute boss. La Chambre
was pleased by this idea and asked me to get in touch
with Monnet and Lindbergh at once.

La Chambre also said that he had an option on
one hundred more P-36s for dellivery next spring and
asked me if I thought he should exercise it in view
of the termas of the Neutrality Act. I told him that
I could make no predictions as to what would happen
to the Neutrality Act, but I advised him to take his
chance and put in the order.

I realize that at the present moment it may be
impossible to modify the Neutrality Act in any way;
but my personal feeling is that the horror and hatred
evoked by German bombings will be so great that the
people of the United States by next spring will not

feel inclined to prevent planes purchased before the
outbreak
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outbreak of war from being sent to defend whatever may

-0

be left of France from further German bombings.

I realize how carefully it is necessary to tread
in this matter, but my personal feeling is that if war
should break out this week, we should at the earliest
possible moment permit the French and British to purchase
for cash in our ports and carry in their own ships as
many planea, munitions, and guns as they have money to
pay for.

I thank you for your personal message which I re-
ceived this morning. I was a great deal prouder of you
today. Your second telegram to Hitler was & masterpiece.

Congratulations and love to you all.

BULLITT.

3.0 1
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Taris
Dated Scptember 20, 1038
Rego'd 7:08 a.m.
Sgerctary of State,
Washington,.

1640, Secptember 20, 10 a.m,

Your 716, Sgptember 20, 2 a.m.

Pleast inform the White House that I communicated
with Miss Elganor Roosgvelt, the President's niges,
last Monday and made reservations for her on the
PRESIDLNT ROOSEVELT sailing today. I have also ar-
ranged for her friend Miss Nathalic Coolidge of
Boston to accompany her,

BULLITT
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This telegram must be PARIS
closely paraphrased
before being comminie- DPated December 13, 1938

cated to anyone (BR)
Received 6:12 p.m,

Secretary of State
Washington

2107, December 13, 7 pem.

Your 915, Decenber 6, 5 pem.

FOR BULLITT,

Vincent Sheean who has just returned to Paris tella
Murphy that he 1s writing Miss Le Hand that his telegram
concerning the treatment of the returning American volune
teers from Spain was sgnt in a moment of agitation upon
learning that he could not interview in Paris the Eroup
vhich arrived December 2, The group was on a through
train to Havre without stopover at Paris, The men
WEre accompanied from the Franco Spanish frontier by
two of our consular officers and met upon arrival at Havre
by Consul Wiley who maintained contact with them through-
out their stay there, Sheean gays he will explain to
Miss Le Hand that the men were not held inecommunicado,
that they were included in a blanket transit visa good
only for passage through France to the port of departure,
and at Havre were allowed to eirculate Ireely while
awalting salling which was delayed by the seamen's atrike.
During that time they were provided comfortable accommo=-
dations at the expense of the French line,

WILSON
CFW :RR
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