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J(j &,} It is & welleknown fact in this ocountry and elsewhere that MM

.?.
U.'l " General de Omulle is w man with an exsggerated egzo and believes that
he is the male personification of Joan of Aro. But, nevertheless, it
should be remembered that when he was in znglund the V for Victory move-
ment svarted all over Europe and he was tied iz with this particular
movement &8 far as France was conoerned. This was, as you undoubtedly
remember, & very successful method of propagunda and to a large number
of French people he is still the leading spirit of a New France and
it has been impossible to separate him from the V for Victory movement
oXwing to the physiocal means of getting this information to & large
number of people with a minimum means of doing so. Frankly, I think
it would be dangerous to attempt it now notwithstanding the type of
man that he is.
The French lnderpground has now cut down to & mueh smaller

number than previcusly sand is composed today of experts in their
various fields. They are, to all intents and purposes, the managerial

end of & large mass movement or a distributicn agency. From the infor-
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metion that I have received, they ure extremely anxious to get a much
larger supply of small armé, wmmunition and hand grenades. They would
presumably like to have larper equipment but realize the difficulty of
transport.

Such materisl as may be sent should be waterproofed in every
way a5 it has to be stored in various demp places and naturally would
be useless if not kept in first class conaition. As you probably know, b
a comparatively small supply has been sent up to date having been
delivered by parachute rom British airplanes. It wus estimated that
& little more than halfl oniy was recovered by thls means of trunsporta-
tion owing to capture and selzure by the enemy. It is my belief that

if some means of getting this material to the French Underground could
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be eff'ected, it would be & very satisfactory investment not only in
morale but also in results at the proper time. It is gquite obvious
that & few maochine guns in enemy hands cannct be contradioted by bare
funds and knlves. However, I am not advooating anything; simply pass-

ing along some information to you which I recently received.
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UNITED STATES POLITICAL ADVISER
ALLTED PORGE HEADJTUARTERS

'-! ll. 1944,
No. BGlB

Subject: Conversation with Madame i larre BOISSON

. B
The Honorable
The Seeratary of Htate,
Fashlngton.
8lm

I have the hopmor to {nform the Departmant that
I regelved today the visit of Ysdame rlerre BOIZSON,
who ealled at her request. fhe came to deseribe the
eonditlon of her husband, M. Flerre Bolsson, formerly
Governor Gensral, Frensh West Afrilea, who !s now under
arrest and confined in the Villa foussler, In the
vielnity of Praria, Algeria. ODraria ls situsnted ot a
dlstance of about sight miles from the olty of Alglers,
whers “sdame Holsson is temporarily residing with an
old friend, Wsdemoliselle Xellerman, who has placed at
her disposal a small room in a tiny spartment.

Madame Bolsson said that she had no desire to burden
elthar the Amarigcan Covernment or myself with her troubles
and anxlety regarding the future of her husband. Ier
sltuation, howaver, s oall for our sympathy. Ghe
recalled {hi M. Bolsson had ample ocogasion to leave
the tarritery snd gould now be reslding somforta
abrosd 1if he had wished to follow the exampls of hers
who had done so. He, however, motuated by motives of
patriotism end a strong convietlon thet his conduet
t the many years he had admlnistered French
oclonial territory la not only above reproach, but merits
from his countrymen gratitude and commendation rathar
then attack. Having insisted on remsining and taking
ne oial measures to protect himself he was, without
H.I':t:'. arrested by the French Oarde Moblle. Xventuslly,
thﬂgﬂ an offioar of the Carde Moblle he obtalned the
banefit of counsel. His ocase ls now belng handled by
Me., Sansinett!, m Corslean attorney with offloes at Mo,
¥ Rue Henrl Martin, Alglers. Aecording to Madame PAolason,
Ms., Sansinettl 18 a Ue Oaulle sympathlzer, hut ahs states
that Sanslinett! 1a convineed that DSolsron 1s the vietim
of malielous and wvindletive deslre on the part of sevaral
individuals for parscnal vengeance.
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Uadame Bolmson sald ahe would mot burden me with
8 regitsl of the petiy mots of meanness to which her
husband hes beea m{-nu slnes his detention, but she
414 mention that he !s confined in n room without tollet
faoilities, and as he suffers from chrenle dysantery
inourred in the troples, nnd as he is slso oripple
(1% will be reealled that he lost u leg and his hearing
&8 & result of a shell explosion during the Hattle of
Verdun) she rinds the trestment mecorded to her husband
heartless. Wademe Bolsson states thut she 1s allowed to
visit her husband two or three times weekly. AB trans-

ation 1s not provided she travels the slsht miles by
1 » earrylng on the bleyols whatever provisions and
madioinal llr’].lil- she ls able to obtain. This, of
course, 1s difflioult ns no specinl fael 1ities have been
aocorded her. .

Mademe Bolsson repeated that she hed no ¢ nint
to meke personally, although for a Frend: woman
Lorraine, whose father had been killed by the Germans
in action durlng the 1914-158 war, whose first husband
was olso killed by the Germans in that war, and whose
present husband was terribly wounded in the Hattle of
Verdun, she oould only desoribe her situstlos ms traglo.
She sala that after all her husband and she hed tried to
do for the'r ecountry through many yesrs of colonlal ser-
vios, the pstent injustice of the present scousation
against him ls unbearabls.

Msdame Solsson inguired whether our Covernment
would ¢ ¥r. Thomas WASSON, Yorelgn Serviee offlocer,
now detalled to the Tepartment of State, former imerican
Consul in Pakar, to uﬁn a8 stateaent incorporating what-
ever faotual hhr-ﬂn he possesaed regardlng M,
Boisson's sttitude and conduct relating to the illied
war affort during the period of Mr, Wasson's inousmbensy
at Dakar. I told ¥adame Solsson that I would be glad
to forward her request Informally to washington.

T slso took oceasion to express to Madame Bolsson
my desp personal s hy for the situation in which
she u‘ her husband find themselves and I propose to
sid her informally in whatever manner I ean, ohnntnf
the offlelal proprieties. I recommend that syspathetlo
conalderation be glven to Mademe Boisson's reguest for
an statement from Mr. Wasson which eould be avallable for
use sventually 1f ¥, Bolsson (s tried.

Madams Bolsson stmted that she has no doubt what-
aver of the Intentiom of certaln Freand individuals to
liquidate her husband. According to her, if a trial
is held, it will be & force, as these 1ndividuals have
no desire to see justioe dome, but are seeking perscnal
ve + She has no falth that such procesdings will
be delayed until France ls libersted, beosuse she states

ressure for earller motion ccatinues. liowever, there
8 no pressnt indication of an early trial,.
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Mademe Bolsson slso Inguired whether the Depart-
mant of Otate would suthorlze Govermmor Bolsson to
introduce lnto evidence a sant to Bolsson

uring his tenure in ofries wh thanked him for his

d
m-r-ltu with the Umited States in putt “renah

Afries und all Its rescurces back into
hostilitlen inat hn:i..-“l his eontribution to
the war effo Uad e stated that the nessage
was deliversd to M. Hoisson by Consul Flexer.

Hespsetfully yours,

Robert D. Murphy
Amorloan .l.'ﬂundu.

8oL
fildendh

In Triplioate to the Nepartment.
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1781, Uay 30, 3 Pelite

Press plves prominence this morning to NEU YORK
TILES viaghington report alleged to stote United Stotes
will not (repeat not) send delegate from tleshington to
pr:.rticipnt-a 1:11 :.nﬁla-‘i‘rmch discussions dur ing de Goulle's
Tondon visit. Press olao feotures Reuter's despatech
paserting L11ied military sorces will not only have
cholce of decling With.nmn-pammittcs anti=Germon glement s
following landing in Fronce put will also decide which
of local ndministrators and of ficials hove DEER
gufficiently anti-cnllnbomtiunist to retain offices.
Both despatches have DEER received with widesprend
unfovorable priticism.

11ichel Rouzeg, editor of ALGER REPUBLICA in.
editorial this morning stotest mghe policy of thE
jmerican State Departmemt with regard to France nhas bEEN
for four years merked by lack of comprehension” o

FPresent
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=2= ;!1781, Moy 30, 3 p.m,, from Llgiers,

Present atate of Frnnca-hlii:d relanticons 1is by
implicoaticon blamed on “hite House and Stote Deportment
aince recent British policy ns well ns Eisenhowver
messncea to de Goulle are warmly preised cs indicating
desire to recch full understonding with de Goulle, Echo
de Postro Phenlger quoting FRALNCE LFRIQUE EXPPESSES
surprise ot informction contained in TILES despateh,

French sources this morning commenting orally on
press stories scid thot if true they might conceivably
prevent de Geulle from making London visit particulnrly
if United Sta?au wouid‘nat be represented in talks, In
the hEanmhilz, however, Callender in response to his
urgent query was cdvised by lhila newspaper that their
understanding wes thot Eisenhower would portigipoate in
military talks and that Wlinant would be available for non-
milltary discussions, Cellender sald he was immediotely
moking known this message to the French cuthorities.

It is olso reported that Falewsky and Bethovart w%ll
accompany de Goulle to London in addition to linssipli,
de. Postre Pheclger and Lntroquzrw.'

Sent to the Deportmmtb as 1781, repeated to London

as 185,
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GIVE TO THE PRESIDENT WHEN DeGAULLE
COMES,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 1, 1944

SEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

The other day in the New York Times, & propos of General
De Gaulle's pending visit to London, it was stated that he was
golng to conclude arrangements in London not only in respect of
political and eivil edministration matters, but slso inm connectionm
with (1) supplies for the French population, and (2) fiseal matters.

Arrengemente for supply have lomg mgo been worked out
right here, and so have fiscel matters with the assistence of the
Ireasury and the regular eivil affairs ergenizatiens.

The impression hes been created that because of the laeck
of & combined directive to Genersl Eisenhower, mo plenning has
been done on these matters and it remains for the coming visit
vetween General De Geaulle and Mr. Churehill to straighten them
out. This impression is entirely false, for our plans for the
supplying of the French as well as the other liberated populations
of Western Europe for the military peried have practically been
completed. Food will be available im quentities which I am
satisfied will well eover the needs, and other relief and rehab-
ilitation supplies are in likewise good condition. As for
fiseal matters, we many months age cleered with the President
the types of currency we were to use, snd they are now on hand
ready for use with rates of exchange agreed om.

My inelination would be to heve someone issue & statement
or release to this general effect, but before taking any steps in
this direction, I would like to kmow whether there is any objection
irom the point of view of the White House to suech a releage, as
it relates to French eivil affasirs.

Can you let me know (1) whether the President would
approve the lssuance of such a statement, and (2) if g0, whether
he hes any ideas as to how it ought to be put out, (a) by him,
(b) by the State Department, (c¢) by the War Department.

0f course eny such statement would not make reference to
General De Gaulle's visit and it need be enly & very brief one.

John J%r

sejor Genersl Edwin M. Watsen
The White House
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1884, Juno 8, 8 p.i.

At Mnasigli's roquost tho British Charge ond I called
on him tﬁis oftornoon. Ho appotroed to be quite agitated
and statoed thot tho committee had had a special session
this norning to consider Genoral De Gaulle's cable with
regard to tho omiassion and uso of franc notes by the Allicd
cormand (in roading from a cable of De Gaulle's ho let slip
the oxprossion usod by the Goneral "counterfoit money").

Tho following 1s a closo parophrose of the idontic
notoe deolivored to Holmon and mysclf vhich wons approved by
the cormittce, toxt of vhich has beon cnbled to Do Gaulle,

"Information has reached the provisional governrment

ef tho Fronch Ropublic with rogard to tho putting in cir-
culation by the Allicd High Cormond in the first liberated
Fronch torritorics of notes parnble in froncs,

Tho Governmont is astonishced thot the Allicd Cormand

should have takon this initintive which has nover boon

undortakon
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On June 3 Senator Mallarme of Alglers was srrested and sent to
the concentration eeamp st Bossuet. The official reason given was
Alleged activities by the Senator of an anti-Republican and antie
National eharacter.

In October of 1943 Mallarme cems out strongly against what he
called the "de facto Algiers Govermment®, and since then he has been
eritical of those ordinances of the French Committee which he thinks

to 1875
are absolute} contradictory/mexim French Sumextdimm Repubilican
institutions. The seme stand has been adopted by most of the
Radical Socialists of the Consultative Adssembly and recently by
the Fresident of the Algiers Gemral Couneil in a speech which
reliable suthority attributes at least partially to Mallarme's
inspiration. Mallarme has substantial popularity in Algiers,
where he is generally respected as a wise and honest elderly
statesman.

It is understood that an order for the arrest of the editor
of "Echo d'Alger®, duroux, was issued similtaneously. This is
the only paper in Alglers that has contimued an attitude of
relative independence toward the polieies of the French Commi ttee.
mrmhunothuﬂmmhqppmthhugum into hiding.

P, e M.../x- ¢ don g
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The ress of June ) amnounces that Muscatelli, Frefect.of

Algiers, has been replaged by Perillier, Constantine's Prefect.

No official explanation has been given, but both the publiec and

the press assume Muscatelli was dismissed because of his failure

or inability to eontrol attacks against the French Committee that
occurred in Algeria's Genmeral Couneil in May. Up to this time
Museatelli has been considered a good de Geullist and he even

had the distinction of being arrested after Darlan was assassinated.



e Mf(_#w P

WAR DEPARTMENT

10 June 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Secretary Bell of the Treasury advised me of the communications
from the Prime Minister to jyou regarding the matter of the Fraench
currency. At the War Department we had already received communica-
tions from General Eilsenhower on the same subject, and in order to
get the general background I telephoned to Allied Headquarters and
I think it may be interesting if [ gave you the notes of my conversa-=
tion.

I talked with General Holmes and with Colonel Bernstein. The
latter is the Treasury officlal who was commissioned to deal with
currency matters for the Army in connection with liberated areas.

The conversation took place at about 43100 p.m. today.

There had been many discussions with Ueneral de Gaulle and
his mission over this matter. Hle was in a very arrogant and belligerent I} )
mood and it was guite apparent that the matter of the currency had :
been grasped by him and by his supporters in England as the touchstone
of the whole political recognition issue. Oeneral de Gaulle had
insisted that he only as head of the provisiocnal povernment should
issue the proclamation validating the currency and he refused to

support the currency or General Eisenhower's proclamation unless



he did so as head of the provisional government, Every effort
had been made to get him to support the currency save at the expense
of treating him as the issuing authority; they had waited as long
as they could before huving General Eisenhower issue the proclamation
himself in the hope that sneral de Janlle would come along but it
was finally necessary to post the proclamations independently of
General de Gaulle, and it was done in the liberated areas today.

M. Alphand, who was acting as the financial man on de Gaulle's
staff in London, was in conference today with “olonel Bemstein,
He made three points:

1. Certain elements of the financial directive were
objectionable to him. As they were relatively unimportant
and as already we had agreed with lendes-France, the Commissioner
for Finance, when he was in Washington to eliminate them, they
no longer constituted any problem and Alphand was advised that
they were eliminated, and he seemed satisfied.

2, 'The matter of spending money for the American troops
gave him concern. It was pointed out to him the work that had
already been done, the series of arders that had already been
issued, and the results we had already attained in getting down
the availsble spending money of the troops. The steps taken
are very extensive and in some theatres we have been able to get
the available spending money down to 16% of the soldier's

entire pay. Alphand seemed satisfied with these provisions.

L



3. The question of who should issue the currency was
raised. His contention was that only the french Provisional
Government could issue French currency. When it was pointed
out that this involved the exercise of sovereignty, he agreed
that this was so. He was told that we would be glad to have
the Committee issue a statement supporting the currency but
that we could not permit them to issue the currency and that
if he tock any steps to undermine the currency he would be
impairing the operation. He then asked if we issued the
currency could the French Comuittee have a representative to
examine our account so that they could keep a record of how
much was going into france. He was told that this would be
acceptable. The same thing had been told to liendes-Irance
when he was here. He then asked what would be the eventual
basis of settlement for the issuance of the currency and he
was told that it was impossible to tell what the right basis
for settlement would be as of this date but that it would
presumably follow the same lines as the settlements in other
countries, He seemed to be satisfied with this explanation.
During the course of the canversation both officers emphasized

the great "to-do" which the London newspapers and broadcasters were
making of this point. They were centering upon the fiscal situation

in order to press the political point, namely, the recognition of



the Commnlttee. Both officers felt that a great deal of the news-
paper account was inspired on the one hand by Algiers and on the
other hand by elements in the British government, in the Cabinet
and in Parliament, who were pressing very hard for full recognition.
They pointed out that the Frime )inister was on a rather hot spot;
that members of his Cabinet were very anxious to induce & recognl-
tion, and strong elements in Parliament were embarrassing him.
Colonel Bernstein said that it was not too much to say that the
emotionalism which had been turned on in this subject might result
in a erisis in the government; that the comments on the fiscal
situation could not be understood unmless the intensity of the
feeling on the political side was realized. He sald that in this
situation we could expect that there would be strong appeals from
the Prime Minister for the recognition of the provisional government
although the Prime Minister had been greatly irritated by de Gaulle's
arrogance and recalcitrance.

Both Holmes and Bernstein felt certain that de Gaulle would
not denounce the currency; that he would rather refuse to do anything
until he had gotten all he could from his position. It was the
intention of Allied Headguarters not to ask de Gaulle again to issue
a statement supporting the currency, but to be prepared to discuss

any fiscal matter with the representatives of the Committee if they

brought the subject up.



As an indication of the obduracy of de Gaulle, Holmes referred
to the refusal of de Goulle to permit the French civil officers
to accompany the troops ashore. It had been a cardinal point in
~ur directives that the Army should use as many French olficers as
possible to assist in the administration of eivil affairs even in
the military sones. A large nusber had been trained, attached to
the armies and were sager 1;.1:: go, but apparently because he had been
refused recognition General de Caulle refused to allow them to

embark. He finally relented and allowed 20 to go but the balance

he has held up.
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THE SECRETARY
June 13, 1944

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT

I enclose herewith a
brief statement on France and
de Gaulle from which you might
extract a few points for use
in your press conference this
afternoen in caee you so desire,

,.1
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DRAFT STATEMENT,

One of the great battles of history has just begun -- the
battle for the liberation of France. British, Cansdian and
Ameriocan soldiers are giving their lives on French soil that
France may be free,

At this cruclel moment, when the battle has Just been
Jolned and has yet to reach its full fury, comes a report that
General de Gaulle has refused to send into France the greater
part of the French liaison officers who have been training to
assist the Allied Expeditionary Forces in their task of
administering the territory immndiately behind the lines. There
could herdly be a worse time for letting political bickering
interfere with the struggle for the liberation of France.

Lest there be any possible misunderstending I wish to
emphasize again the two cardinal principles which Secretary Hull
and I have repeatedly made clear ams the essence of our poliey
toward Frence. The first i1s that, until France has been
liberated, military considerations are paramount -- our
relationship with the French Committee of Netional Liberation
must continue to be subject to the military reguirements of the
Bupreme Allied Commander, The second is the inalienable right
of the people of France, when liberated, freely to chooss their
own Government.

Subject to these prineiples, this Government has recognized
the French Committee of National Liberation as administering
those French overseas territories which scknowledge its
authority. We have given it every possible aid and
cooperation toward the winning of the war and the liberation of
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We have not permitted political strife in Algiers or
elsewhere to interfere with the provision of the latest American

/
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arms to a formidable French force or the reconditioning of the
Frenoh fleet. Nor have the gallant soldiers of France permitted
it to impede the heroiec fight which they have weged shoulder to
shoulder with our own in North Africa and Italy,

Secretary Hull recently voiced this Government's hope to
see the French Committee of National Liberation exercise
leadership to establish law and order in France under the super-
vision of the Sppreme Allied Commander and this Government's
offer of cooperation and help in every preoticable way. He then
declared "our central and abiding purpose 1s to aid the French
peovle, our pldest friends, in providing a democratlic, competent
and French administration of liberated French territory".

The people of France are facing the decisive days of the
struggle for thelr liberation. The more completely all Frenchmen
subordinate everything to the supreme need of thelr country the
aquicker that liberetion will come.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 16, 19244

MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT

M. Hoppenot, representative of the French Committee
of National Liberation in Washington, left at the Depart-
ment this afterncon a message to the following effeot:

"General de Gaulle has received in London,
through Admiral Fenard, the message setting forth
the dates which President Rocsevelt euggests for
a vielt to Washington.

"The President of the 'Provisional Government
of the Republic'! conveys his thanks to President
Roosevelt for this information. General de Gaulle
upon leaving England must return to Alglers, After
hls arrival in North Africa, the General, who hopes
very much that clrcumstances will permit his vislt,
will not fall to inform the President of the date,
from among those which the President was good
enough to indicate, upon which 1t will be poesltle
for him to proceed to Washington, "

Attachment:

Message left by
M, Hoppenot
June 16, 1944,



Left with Mr. Dunn June 18, 1944,
by M. Hoppenot,.

14 jJuin 1844.

Le Géndéral de Gaulle a regu 4 Londres, par
1'Amiral Fenard, communication des dgtes que le Président Roosevelt
propose pour un voyage A& Washington.

Le Président du Gouvernement Provisoire de la
République remercie le Président Roosevelt de ces préicisions.

En quittant 1'Angleterre 11 dolt retourner A Alger. Uds son
arrivée en Afrique du Nord le Général de Gaulle, qul espére
vivement que les circonstances lui permettront ce wvoysge, ne
mnquera pas de faire comaitre au Président & quelle date, parmi
celles que celui-ci a bien voulu indiquer, il lul serait possible

de se rendre & Washington./.
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Secretary of Stat E,
Vlashington,

2079, June 18, 5 p.n,

:E talkgd with Duff-Cooper this morning of de Goullels
viait, the highlights of which have undoubtedly been e
rrpartz::_i from London., (Reference my 2070, June 17, 7 p.it.).
However, he states that in last conversation with de Gaulle,
Eden had let it be known that if nec Eﬂaa;:'},r he was prepared
to accompany him on his proposed visit to United States in
order to obtain a better hearing for such agreemet on
civil administration in metropolitan France as might result
from /nglo=French conversations starting in London tomorrow.
When conversations, which are to be based on Belginn ogree-~
ment, have made sufficient progress appropriate French
Cm:miarnim}t:ra will proceed from here to London to sign 3
final act, It is not expected negotintions will take long.

Duff=Cooper stated de Gaulle indicated to him he 4
preferred the July dote for his projected Washington visit,

CHLPIN
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
WASHINGTON

June 23, 15Lk

The Hemorable
Stephen Early

Dear Stevet

Enclosed is the revised version
of our proposal for a De Gaulle plan.

The President might be interested
in the foll t I Bhe d
ollowing report from rwocds

“According to authoritative belief,
De Gaulle was considerably scbered when
he returned to Algiers. The complexity
and magnitude of the operation in Ner-
mandy, a8 he witnessed it, could not
fall to impress him., In addition, the
reception which the Normans accorded
him, while friendly, was not exactly
what Joan of Arc might have recelved.”

As slweys,

— -

Elmer Davis

DRECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, L1172

SOBRET &, o sovuetic DuEER B 1972



OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WASHINGTON ”

BECLASSIFTED
Btate Dept. Latter, 1-11.72 June 22, 194l
B 4 Schesbis Dase FEB 8 1972

The President
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

The De Gaulle situation
seems to us in this Office the
most currently dangerous point in
American foreign policy—dangerous
because of the reactions at homs
as well as abroad. I most earnestly
hope that you may find time to read
the enclosed suggestions for dealing

with it.
Very respectfully,
/Mm
Elmer Davis
Director
Enclosure
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PROPAGANDA PLAN FOR FRANCE

There is something radically wrong with the presentation of our
French policy to the American and French peoples, and world,
Americans are dying on French soil for the liberation of France; American
arms have equipped the French armies; America has guaranteed that Frenchmen
will chcose their own government. Yet there never was a time when French-
men who have free access to news were as hostile to America as they are
today; and there is danger that this sentiment existing outside of metro-
politan France may spread inside of France, as rapldly as the country is
nhmt‘d-

Da Ganlle, who, whatever his gifts as & statesman, is certainly
a propagandist of the first rank, has cleverly diverted attention from the
issue of "De Gaulle versus democracy" by creating the artificial issue of
"De Goulle and France versus Hoosevelt." GSo long as the issue is thus
presented Frenchmen are likely to take only one side, whatever their sus-
picions of De Gaulle.

The issue is being presented that way in this country, too, with
the President pictured as & stubborn man waging a feud against De Caulle
because of personal dislike; and the worst of it is that the most violent
opponente of his policy are people who ought to be for us. The irreconcilably
hostile section of the press serves only as a reinforcement to a large bloc.
of liberal opinicn, both newspaper and individual, which might have been
expected to line up in support of our insistence on the preservation of
French democcracy.

To enlighten those elements of opinion our government's positicn
should be stated clearly and unmistakably; and this should be done now. If
it is not done now De Gaulle may again seize the initiative and put us on
the defensive—either by refusing to come to Washington, and giving out
his own reasons to a press which on the first day would have only his side
of the story; or else by coming here and feeding out his poison to a press
of which part will be ignorantly misled, and part hostile and receptive.
We should tell our side of the story first.

The President himself should speak out on some apt and immediate
occasion, such as the fall of Cherbourg. (To wait till Bastille Tay, or
even July Lth, would give De Caulle that much more time for unexpected moves,
or at best for the continuance of a propaganda which would make
the President might say later seem like a defensive answer.) Suggestions
for such a speech (the job could not be done adequately at a press conference)
are appended, Its high points should be the following:

1. Assurance, based on the Atlantic Charter and other declarations,
that America seeks no territorial aggrandizement; and that ac-
cusations of American designs on French territory are malicious
propaganda.,

Btate 11172
o FEB 8 W72

By J. Schauble Date




3.

3

e

6.

.

Praise for De Gaulle as the symbol and rallying point of French
resistance which made possible the ultimate restoration (with
Allied aid) of French democracy.

Reiteration of our determination that when France is free, the
French people shall choose their own government; with anything

that it may be possible to say about the steps leading to the
elections, and the unfairness of recognizing a provisional govern-
ment before the French people have a chance to declare their choice.

We shall have nothing to do with Vichy except to abolish it.

FE

Following this speech we should undertake an active campaipn to
French policy clear to the public, day by day. Desirable steps
the following:

The President's direction of March 15 to Genersl Eisenhower should
be released to the press——all of it if possible; if not, as much
as possible.

Paragraph 26 of the SHAEF civil affairs manual, showing how far
General Eisenhower went to meet the French viewpoint, should be
given to the press.

Fumors that the United States govermment is in touch with Vichy
elements and French industrislists in Spain should be knocked
down--perhaps by a planted question at the press conference of
the Secretary of State.

Whenever the De Gaullists fail to live up to previous commitments

(as in the matters of the currency and the liaison officers) we

should see that our side of the story gets to the public first.

Everything possible should be done to present, instead of the
distorted picture now before the public, the President as a man
exerclsing the greatest possible patience with General De Gaulle
because of his service as a rallying point of resistance; never-
theless the President is determined to live up to his owm promise
that the French people shall choose their own government.

Ve ah?l:ld prepare a spectacular gesture to French democracy on
July 1lLth,.

If De Gaulle comes to Washington, a propaganda plan for his visit

should be worked out by the White House, the State Department, the War De-
partment, and the Office of War Information.

L

FULLER SUGGESTIONS FOR THE SPEECH MENTIONED ABOVE ARE ATTACHED.
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Initial success in the war of liberation gives the President an opportunity
to state to the world, with mores assurance and more imminence of fulfillment
than ever before, the position of this government with regard to the purposes
of the war and the future of the liberated nations., Particularly it is
appropriate for him to address the people of France at a time when at least
some hundreds of thousands of them may safely hear his words without fear

of dread punishment for listening.

The President then cites the Atlantic Charter and suitable passages from
his own speeches or declarations, and those of Secretary Hull, as evidencing
that our enly ambition so far as France ls concerned is to guarantee to

the French people a free cholce of their government and their leaders.

The President is deeply gratified that the time when these pledges can be
kept is no longer in a dim and distant future, but may reasonably be
described as imminent,

The President pays tribute to General DeGaulle as the wery living symbol
and rallying peint for French resistance and France's definite and un-
shakeable resclve never to allow the torch of liberty to be forever
extinguished in her land. No one admires more than the Fresident and
the American people Ceneral DeGaulle's famous appeal four years age

for resistance to the German invaders, which certainly is one of the
brave documents in the archives of man's long struggle to gain and to
preserve liberty.

The President goes on to say that General DeGaulle already i1s held in
similar high regard and esteem in his own country, and it may be that
the French people have even greater hcnors to confer upon him, The
President does not know, and it is not for him or for the American

people to say.

All the President can do is to make sure that there is kept the pledge
of this government and of himself, so widely backed by the American
people, that in the right way and at the right time the French themselves
shall make their own cheice free of coercion and without anyone not
selected by themselves having been put in any position which would
unfairly weight the scales.

The President then cites appropriate parts of General Elsenhower's
proclamation, reminds his hearers that almost the moment Allied
soldiers had freed one small bit of France, placards were nailed wp
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and leaflets were distributed guaranteeing the French protection and
liberty. He then goes on as definitively as possible to explain the
whale question of eivil liberty, the implacable determination of the
Allied nations to deal with none of the fascist elements in France,

and their complete willingness to accept from General DeGaulle as much
assistance as he and his Committee will give in establishing heonest,
liberal government with trusted patriots administering it at every level.

The President then defines, as explained in the foregoing and as definitively
as he is at liberty to, the plans for a free election, and explaine that
it could not be free if this country were in advance to recognize a
provisional government which the French people themselves have had no
real opportunity to select and which has no constitutional continuity
such as is possessed by certain govermments in exile, He then explains
that this is perfectly fair and friendly with regard to DeGaulle and

with regard to any other pessible aspirant to the headship of the new
French government. He calls upon the French people to understand that
every aingle step in this program is in their interest and in the interest
of genuine freedom for them, and asks them not to be misled by those
seeldng to distort his words and acts and the motives of the American

people.

The President urges the French people to treat such efforts to belie

the position of the American nation with the same secorn they should

mete out to those liars who are trying to make the French people and even
some credulous Americans believe that this nation has imperialistie
designs and that he, the President, is carrying om secret flirtations
with fascist elements with a view to aehieving such designs. He declares
that the American people do not desire and would not take one single
inch or one single ounce of the soll of France; that they offer only
help and friendship in the war of liberatien and ask enly friendship

and the help of a risen France in perpetuating world peace in returm.
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