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January 6, 1836.

My dear Dodd:=-

Thank you for that fine telegram of
yours of January fourth, and also for your letter
of about two weeks ago. It was your letter which
confgymed my previous feeling of extreme disquiet
in regard to European and Asiatic affairs. Hence
the serious and, at the same time, clear note of
my Message to the Congress. I am glad you liked 1%,

I tried to bring out that in the
countries you and I are thinking about the theoxry
of Woodrow Wilson that one can appeal $o the citizens
onrthohudofthougomtunol?
tenable, for the reason that the dissemination of
news - real news, such for instance of my Message -
is no longer possible. I shall be glad to have
your report on how far the German people receive
real information as to what I sald about autocracies.

I do not anticipate much of a response
within the autooratic nations -- but at least enough

of the thought behind what I said 8e
to make peace a slighfly greater p:;z-biﬁm
the coming year.

As ever yours,

Honorable William E. Dodd,
American Embassy,

Berlin,

Germany.



THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

January 4, 1938,

The Beoretary of State encloses for the information
of the President copies of the telegrams indicated below.

Since the telegrams were transmitted in one of the
Department's confidential codes, it would be appreciated
if they ocould be returned to the Department at the

President's convenience for appropriate disposition.

Enclosurest

Telegram No, - , January 4, noon, Berlin.



MED GRAY
BERLIN
Dated January 4, 1936
Received 9:20 a.m,
Secretary of State,
Washington

January 4, noons

FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Congratulations on your masterly and unanswerable
address. I am sure the neople of our country are with
you, The licReynclds proposal to Congress is given
front page publicity all over Germany. If your
address receives similar publioity tomorrow the
effect is going to be great in spite of all limitations
of free speech and I believe the whole of Europe
is going to be deeply moved in the direction of
peaces Shall cable official and semi-official

reactions as soon as we are reasonably informed.

DODD
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Februery 21, 1936.
Dear Miss LeHand:

I think the President may like to read the
enclosed letter from Dr. Dodd. Dr. Dodd under-
stends that I am at liberty to show his confidential
letters to the President end Secretery Hull.

I have refrained from trying to teke any of
the President's time, but there ere one or two
matters I will endeevor 1O telk over with him on
his return here.

You cen say to the President that two of the
people selected by him for appointment tc the con-
ciliation commissions, Judge Lumpkin end Mr. Branch,
heve accepted, and two, lirs. Harriman end Mr. Carven,
have declined. This is such & relatively unimpor-
tant matter that there is no reason for it being
further dealt with at the moment .

Yours very sincerely,

Enclosure: y . J—

Letter from {f «{j'?fifff}zph Y @ Ao a
Dr. Dodd dated
Feb. 1Cth.

Miss Marguerite A. LeHend,
Personal Secretary to the President,
The White House.

1



March 4, 1936,

Dear Judge Moore:i-
" The President asks me
to tell you that he has been delighted
to read the enclosed, whioch I am returmn~
ing to you,

My best wishes %o you,

Always sincerely,

M. A. Le Hand
PRIVATE SECRETARY

Honorable R. Walton Moore,
Assistant Secretary of State,

Washington, D, C.

(Enclosure)
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Dear Mr,.President:

It seems to me the location of all offices
of the Service here would be most advantageousjand to that
end an enormous pdlace was bought some years ago. But this
building is now in such condition that it would cost over
a million dollars to put it in orderjand the consequences
of building of a subway under one corner of it are such that
I have urged upon the Department the exchange of the palace
for another place. If this could be approved this spring,I
think we could get a far better bargain than we could hope
for later. In case you can give the matter a moment's con-
sideration,I wish you might see Mr.Phillips who was here
January I and looked into the matter carefully.Carr and Mer-
rill of the Department are still using every influence they
have to get more than a million dollars added to the million
seven hundred thousand already investedjtheir attitudes are

rersonal I fear,rather than national.
How many mistakes our greater nations have made szince

19201 We refused to give the League of Nations a trial,though

we might have withdrawn in case we beacme convinced membership
meant nothing.Then we put through two tariff laws which made

the payment of debts impossible,nearly everybody talking about
Paying in gold! Those two acts did more to set up the barriers

to commerce than anything else,and reduced our standard of liv-
ing sadly.Then France insisted upon armaments to the limit and
caused Hitler to be able to seize control of the Cerman nation.

And Zngland refused to support us when we tried to stop Japan's
imperialism in China! Last November-December Hoare and Laval
defeated the first real League movement to stop war at a moment
when two-thirds of the German people were hoping to see Mussolini
stopped because it would mean later a stoppage here.That was g
blunder which now leads to the necessity of alliancesjand alliances
are only repetitions of IB79 to I9I4.I hardly know which people
have acted more stupidlyjand all this armament business now reaches
five billinﬂfgollara cost a year - all nations bankrupt!

T,long talk last Saturday with Secretary won Neurath,
29th of February,revealed his great anxiety,though he insisted
Hitler is really getting uneasy and listens more to the Foreign
Office.He agreed as to the terrible blunder of last November and
added that the hope of REurope now depends on a restoration of
the League and Germany's joining.Then he added, "but your country
is forming a League which will have the effect of making our League
Tmropean and then of creating an ﬁaiatiﬁ League:certain wapn Well,

I cﬂuld'“;;yu " o B
it b &n Vitti asae 9:04(4
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Berlin, April 1, 1936.

Deer lr. President:

At this eriticel moment, I wventure
e summeary of conditioms and blunders which have
brought the more democratic peoples of Eurore
into their present dengerous status, perharps
repeating some things I heve written before.

I cabled from Basle late in August
the anxieties of different nstions ebout lusso-
lini's expected breck into Ethopie. From that
dete to December 10, I wetched populer and
official ettitudes here. There was no ,Juestion
in my mind thet two-thirds of the Cermen people
hoped £nd prayed for prompt applicetion of sanct-
lons, ineluding oil, upon Itely. Germens of semi-
officiel, University, religious end royalist
reletions were unenimous in their hope thet one
dictatorship would be broken down, especielly
through the cooperation of the United States.

If that heppened, these people thought their own
miserable position would be improved, even cor-
rected. If I were tc give the nemes of the reo-
Ple who showed greet concern end telked freely,
you could hardly doubt my conclusions. From
Sertember till the Hoeré-level blunder even the
triumvirate criticized the Duce; they would be
neutrel and not help him kill Zthopiens,

But s soon es the Hoare-lavel snnounce-
ment wes made, clever leaders like Goebbels begen
to spesk in favor of Italisn "coloniul needs."

Then the remilitarizetion of the Rhinelend zone
wes talked seriously, but zlways under cover.
About Janusry 1, there was & conference of the
generals of the army. They voted unsnimously
against sending troops into the Rhine zone end
also against lending eny aid to Nezis who might

The Fresident

The White House,
Weshington, D.C.

-
Frew eiled



breek into fustrie. Conferences end discussions
were held frequently between January 1l end larch
7. On the 6th of larch ell opposition ceesed;

the Iuhrer was in close relations with lussolini;
end the Forelgn Office weas ready to arrrove dres-
tic action and ceriticism of France end Russia, I
sent a telegram on Februery £9 gliving positive
evowel of Secretary yon Neursth's orposition to
doing or proposing what was proclainmed on March
7, but on that dete he shouted approvel. "That
was the cause of this?

The French hed rromised their suprort to
Mussolini in January 1935 in case he annexed
Ethople. This wes & violation of the Lesgue's
solemn agreement. '"hen Englancd beceme aware of
llussolini's purpose to ccntrol the llile &nd
annex Lgypt itself, she called upon France &nd
the lesgue. Frunce defeated Znglend end peve Hit-
ler the best opportunity he had hed, since he came
to rower, to take the leed in Europesan effeirs.
Before LDecember 15 lussolini was in greve denger
of being overthrown, and influential groups in
Itely were working toward that end, even the Fope
was lending eid and the Xing of Itely hopeful of &
restoration of the throne he hed lost. Frenchmen
here end in FParls seemed to heve no reel under-
standing of their own btlunders. I hed & long talk
with the French Ambessador on December 12. He
could not foresee consequences.

A8 to the Frenco-Soviet pact, nobody here
consldered it serious before January l. Von lNeu-
rath seld to me Februsry £9 it was only a cefense
egreenent and that the Russians had no idea of
mexing waer beyond their western boundaries. Zven
Dr. Schacht, most influentisl man here after Hitler,
saild there was no danger in thet direction. But
Hitler-Goebbels were ready Lkarch 1 to use Franco-
Soviet pect for proregends; they were approving
Mussolini's right to annex Ethopia end putting for-
ward Cermeny's right to having her colonies restored;
and meking reedy secretly to send troops into the
Rhine zone. It waes the best chance imsginsble, Hitler
even guoted Yoodrow Wilson more than once. How could

ot



france reply to these cherges, heving violeted the
League agreement in Januery 19337 If she arproved
the Italisn seizure of territory, how could she
complein if Germeny re-seized her historiec Rhine
country?

Illogicel as 1t was, the French Ambassedor
here and his superiors in Faris showed greet excite-
ment larch 7 to 29, called off invitations to parties
and telked of sending their army intc the Cermean
Ehine area. “When France then turned to _.nglend just
a8 ILZngland had turned to her in Leceuber preceding,
she wes terrlbly ungry to learn that inglend would
treat Cermeny Jjust es France had treated Itely. There
had been & slight danger of war in the l'editerrenesn
in December, for & week or two; there wes grester
aenger of war on the Rhine in llarch. The outcone, &s
we a1l know, was Germen success, llothing else could
have been expected.

In conclusion, the French netion is now on «
cefinite uecline toward the rosition of Spein, her
poruletion &t u standstill. .lthough she has her pecce
pact with Kussia, it means little. The Balkan states
could hardly be essisted from cither direction if Hit-
ler's Rhine reece idec be arplied - these stetes dis-
prosed now to line up with Germury or Italy. The English
netion, having feiled to coonerute 'vith the United
Stetes in 1931 and feiled in Lecerber to balk l'usso-
lini, is beginning ¢ siniler cdecline, her populetion
et & standstill end her relations with her colories
weekening. "T1ll she perallel the history of the leth-
erlands after 17137

But Germany's dictutorship is now stroncer
then ever. If she keeps the pace tlhree more yesrs,
she can beet the whole of _urore in = wer. lio men,
no newspeaprer here is permitted to talk pacifism,
except Hitler. FProtestants und Cetholices, regardless
of many Ilmprisonments, s11 shout and vote hurreh for
their second "Jesu Christu" and the poruletion is in-
creasing as no other in western Zurope. The 67,000,000
is expected to be 80,000,000 when Austries is snnexed.
7"ith universal service, both in aircreft/fnd on lend,
eénd with & solid front never before enjgyed here or

(i«u&-ﬂua [uud'%
Canfarloveanis)



elsewhere, surope cen hardly escere doninetion:
Italy teking control of the ..editerrenecn and
Germeny the Dalken zone. It looks us if our
blunders 1920-19353 end Lnglish and French blunders
1920-26 end 1931-36 have given us 2 new end den-
gerous world situation: CGermany dominating ‘urope,
Japan dominating the Far last end the United States
dominaeting both rmericss.

If Woodrow '/ilson's bones do not turn in
the Cathedral grave, then bones never turn in
graves. Fossibly you can do sometlhiing, but from
rerorts of Congressmen's attitudes, I have grave
doubts. S0 muny men, including my friend Beard,
think absolute isoletion a coming peradise.

Sincerecly yours,

/‘Ua.‘m{‘fl)m\
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on the probability of his attitude under certain
conditions,

My warm regards,

As ever yours,

Honorable William E. Dodd,
Berlin, -
Germany.
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Dear Mr. Presldent;
Your re-election on a safe margin is about
the most important thing in the w-orld end this ie
recosnized here. Democracy everywhers may fail if
it faile with ues. 8o you muet ltrnow how much con-
cerned 1 am. Today the Minister of +as Netherlande
ravealed to me the grest interest of his people in
your continued success. He eaid that information
had come to him the lsst few days that the German
Party leaders had caplivated sur former Ambassador
Schurmen, who has been in Berlin nearly a month; and
he addeds Schurman is being usel to stimulate Repub-
lican opposition among Germans in America with the
expectation of hie being returned here as Ambessador,
Judge Moore can give you the detaila in case it 1is
wokth while,
My hope ie that your second term may enable
you to solve the unemployment problem perhaps by leav-
ing 1t to states, cities and counties, the Federal

Government supervieing and granting & certain propartion



of needed money. The grestest problem is to save our
country from erosion, dust storms and floods. This
can be done but it will require a real free presg which
will give our people information as to blunders of the
past and the necessity of ecientific menagement, TIf
these thinge are not done the next generation is apt
to have one third of the country a desert. You have
certeinly ewakened people to the csuse of troubles.
But a free press and genuine education are
necessary. I think your re-election on a large margin
might enable you to etart press reform, perhaps enable
you to help start resl newspapers at strategic points.
Many able young journalists are readly 4o set up
papers of their own if they could have a falr chance.
With thie I think we ought to have a Department of
Educaetion in Washington whose chief would reform
cradually state institutions, and eee to it that real
teachers of the truth about ocur past be employed in

high schools and feel themselves actually free. You

know how many states, even the District of Columbia,



have been trying to deny freedom to teachers. It
would be a difficult thin&,hut & genuine national
lesdership in this realm and direction would have
constructive and conepicutus influence in a decade.
Ae to the second parapgraph of your letter I
may eay thet enimosity here is such that one may not
eansily get 8 quiet anewer to such an inquiry as you
suzgest, I had a talk with Dr. Schecht on the 143th.
A hint of the subject mentioned brought a repetition
of the present German demand for exnaneion and eol-
onies. The telegram which I sent on that day wase
probably handed to you. There is a chance of such
a ten year pact in the cese of French and British
abllity to prevent Spain from becoming a dependency
of Itely. Schacht did suggest that you call a world
conference next winter (I never intimsted of course
your inquiry). His idea was, however, not so much
for peace as to enable him to save @ermany from
economic disaster. He insisted, though, on your
demanding return of German colonies. When I said

that was England'e business, he said : Oh, Englend



is losing her poeition and power every day. During the
next few weeks I shall watch every opportuanity to make an
opening in the direction you mention.

¥ith best wishes, sincerely yours,

W»‘:M 9 Dodd
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE !
WASHINGTON

August 21, 1936,

Dear Mr. President: ;

I would not send you the enclosures
except for Dr. Dodd's evident desire to have
you know about his predecessor's performance
in Germany.

The Department hears only praise of the
work done by our officialg in Spain in taxing
care of American citizens and property, and I do
not believe there will be any dispraise of the
note to the Minister of Uruguay, which was the
result of a great deal of careful consideration.

I hope you are enjoying more comfortable
weather at Hyde Park than now prevails in Washing-
ton, where it is wretchedly hot.

Yours very sincerely,

Enclosures: (?2/L0F1ﬂéi€%#—
From Ambassador f W
Dodd. & -

The President,

Hyde Park, New York.
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THE AMBASSADOR.,

AUGUST 13, 1936.
No DD-PK yestersay and today.

OLYMPIC GAMES still front page, with America and Germany 19 Gold
Medals each, Germany leads, however, in Silver and Bronze medals.
American women mmhih won all three medals in diving so VOELKISCHER
BEOBACHT devoted only half the text of the front page to Olympics,

featuring Women's Gymnastic where Gold Medal went to Germanf; The

"FREE ENTRY FOR TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA - AUSTRO-GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS
CONCLUDED." Other measures drafted are for increasing mutual exchange
of commodities, to be signed and put into effect after being approved
by both Governments.

Other foreign news has to do mostly with SPAIN either direetly or
indirectly and is in the well-known anti-Soviet, anti%Front-Populair
spirit. French Chief of Staff Gamelin visits Warsaw and VB tries

to minimize political importance of the event, saying that while

his welcome in Poland was hearty 1t was meant more for "Latin Culture"

than for Front Populair.

RIBBENTROP - in absence of DD-PK comment, German press restricts
itself to reproducing bilographic data and English and French comment
on his appointment to London. The English comment reproduced here

is all favorable. The French comment reproduced amounts to saying
that the appointment of fibbentrop indicates importance attached by
Germany to Anglo-German relations and preparationd for forthcoming
Locarno Conference.

SHURMANN - according to PRESSEBERICHT, our former Ambassador, in an
interview with N.S.KORRESPONDENZ, said "Only a Germany with equal
rights, and sovereign, c=» =2vrrive at agreement with the two great
European states which fought and struggled in particularly close
union against the Reichn".

SCHWARZE CORPS requests foreign @lympia guests in Germany to open
wide their eyes and to see not only official personages but the

man on the street and polemizes against an article in the

BASLFR NATIONALZEITUNG which stated that in Germany not joy stood
in the center of life but fear - fear of spies, agents provocateurs,
fear of loss of job, fear of imprisonment, ete., (How does the
average German, who may be suffering from at least one of these
anxleties, feal when he reads his SCHEARZE KORPS - or does he?)

HCF
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}(‘"’Q’ Berlin, August Zlst, 1976

Dear Judge Moore;
],- If you think it worth whils you might show this le‘taer
ftu the Preeldent. It s my summary of thinge as they sppear
to me in Furops.
The German people seem to be now £0% behind the
Fuhrer; but they are 757 desperately afraid of a Eurapean
war. Dr. Bcﬁgcht ineiets before the Aictetors that war
would ruin all countries involved; but he is overruled and
compelled to meet expenses of unprecedented armament. In
oerier to do thie he wae tryinz in Paris last week to find a
Way to buy eotton, copper and other war materials. The
French Ambsssedor here ae:nowledred this to me Augiet 2%th,
The idea ia to get American exportsi to France ani then have
the needed msterials re-exported to German manufacturers.
Thie weas “done by American elrplene companies for Ttaly through
Germany last autumn, es you know,
The Fikrer is so set in hie course sgainet Ruseie that
he will not participate in any world couference if the Frenche
Ruesien treaty is not %enounced by France. This T think was

also urged by Senhecht in Parle. German officisls aay frankly



that there can be no conference if Ruseians have anything
to do with it. SCHEEFt celled upon the Ruselans through
the Prese yesterdey se he returned to etop all propeganda-
the very seme day Goebbels wae in Venice conferring with
the Italien Propagenda Minieter; snd we know the Nazie
have rsintained highly expensive propaganda apente and
groupe in Spain for two years. The Propagenda chief for
dissemination of "enliphtenment” to other countries now
hee more than 500 clerke in his Berlin office.

The Germen journaliete have not mentioned the world-
wide newspeper story thet President Roosevelt had aesked
for a conference of world leaders for peace. A Foreign
Office officisl laughed when one of our staff people asked
him diecreetly if the Germans hed heard of the mattier.

How could the Puhrer leave his country with a thousand
armed puardemen? There is no prospect of & peace apreement
except upon the basie of a solid Fascist-Nazi European
front. The French Ambasesdor, himself half-Faseiet, a
ghareholder in the larpest iron-ore mines in Lorreine and

a member of the Comite de Forges, and very uneasy, sald

vesterday: If the Bgﬂgght negotistions fail war is almost

certein to come next year. I think from the tone of the



conversation, Schacht is trying to persusde the French to go
Faeciet in order to avoid war; snd s epecial leader of
Faeciet Polend le now working for the seme thing in Paris.
That would mean Spenish surrender snd Eritish helplessness.
Such & drift I have felt and eadly prophesied since the
eutumn of 1924,

A very able end prominent American, talicing with
Yuseolinl two weeke sgo reported to me: "Wumeolini eeid
'no use for you to go to Vienna, nothing is decided there;
I and Hitler tell them what to do; you might stop in
Fregue, but Berlin le the only other place for you to
visit'". A Viennae correspondent of long residence told me
yesterday that our 'inietry there ies of no more use at sll;
Austrie ie not annexed but both Nazi and Catholie elements
have surrendered with Schuenigg. Even Messersmith sdmitted
perecnally to him thet nothing could be done in Vienns.

And we learn that Schuenlgg wes with Hitler & week apo and
Mueeolini expected to be with him soon. Hungary ie in
about the same position ae Austria, in addition, stromg
anti-Semitic feeling and territoriel cleims which have
been used by NWazl properenda; Roumania's present change

of chief official ie due to urgent pressure to meke &



go-operative treaty with Cermany; end I expect the Minieter
of Czechoslovakia, now in Prague, to report & proposed
treaty with, if not surrender to,Cermany when he returns.
It would not be called thaet to be eure. As you prohably
know Luseclini sterted Franco on his revolt egsinst the
Spanish Government July 17th and sent much sosistance.
Germeny supported the seme policy end sent many sirplanes
to FRevolutioniste wp to lest week. The neutrality promiees
were made when these powers felt certain of Fasclet
dietatorship in Spein.

Eurcpe is,therefore, fast moving in the direction
1 have feared & long time. Frence, I sm told by GCovernment
official from Parls, may get rid of Hlum in December, if
he does not develuste, or if his develuation bringe charges
of betrayal of promiees from the [rench people. Will
there follow s dictetorship? Doriot, peid by Faeclats in
France and by ibdustrislists, with rreat asppeal to the

Ladir

working clasees, im now the moet prominent oppnnitlork
England's armement goes on et & terrific rete, but there
ie no real eafety without co-operation with the 'nlted
States; snd that cen not be arranged. Loreover, there
18 increneing ectivity from London, se in Berlin, asgainet

the re-election of Preefdent Roosevelt. A competent

American journalist told me last week that Lord Beaver-



brook end s large number of London investore in United
States securities, especially utilities, were very active
in New York in fighting the Administretlon. Thers 18 a
"deal" between the Beaverbrook and Hearat Press sassociations
for the same purpose. This supports the sccounts I gave
you a week ago about what is being dlone here by Propagania
people. They have been urping Kermit Roosevelt, thought

to be against his disteant couein, to attend the grand
Partei Tag show in Nurnberg, September 8-1%. Kermit

is reported to be in Switzerland where Schurmen is supposed

to be. A correspondent of the United Prees wae in London

& 1little while sgo. He wrote en sccount to America of what
esme to him sbout London businers men ageinet Roosevelt,
His chief over there telegraphed him refussl to print and

s rebuke for telling the story, eapeclally sa he had #ald
the British government was epposed to such conduct.

Hearst as you know ls now in Ttaely with Mussolini to

whom he secured great loans, McAdoo helping, frem Californle
s few years ago. All of these asctivities, amonp many
others slresdy given public attention, point to the
possibility of Fascism in our country. Ve have not yet
apcertained whether London and Wew York have made recent
loena to Rome, as reporited Lwo wesks ago.

Our sountry has certainly permitted "intereste"



to sbuee our eyetem; and we have Temany Hall in New York
end a woree thing in Chicago. If you heve time to read
chepters XV11 and XV11ll of my Wilson book you will see
why many high officiale in Furope eritleize us. Put

the democratic epirit is as real with ue now as at any
time since 1365. If Roosevelt is defeated it would be a
eserious set-back which would rrestly affect the countries
of Europe where democracy ls elready being abandoned
altogether. If we yield in part how much worse our
system would be- and over here the historic demoerscies
of Switzerlend, Holland and Sweden ere almoest trembling
with fear.

I heve been & little surprieed at the fellure of
the Balken Ministere here since my return. They all
formerly telked freely and hoped to see a loome union
of their little countrles, settling their boundary dis-
putes among themeelves. Now they are silent or show such
8 fear of Germany that they must give up outeide relstion-
shipe= everything depends on the Fuhrer,

More intereeting to the President, periaps,
is the fact that Letin- American Ministers here: Brazil,
Argentine, Chili, Columbla snd Nicaraupua sre frankly
Feasciet, although they speak highly of the prosent United

States poliey toward them. They all seem to wish Europe



to go Nezi or Fesciet; ell ettend the Partel Teg propagenda
event which the representatives of the democratic countries
decline to attend. Perheps thie may interest Secretary Hull
too.

In conclueion I ought to say thet our service people,
diplomatic end consular, have indiceted their Faecist favor
towerd German-Itelien domination of Spain; they have even in-
dicated their oppoeition to their Preeident. Thie ies not
saying they ought to favor Communiem. It 1s only eeying that
they have in the lest eix monthe ewung back into the ranks
of privileged capitaliste. Thie sdde troublesome elements
to my work here for we must have abesolutely non-pertisen
reports and telegrame. 1Ie the western world going to give
up the human eyetem of Locke, A'em Smith and Fefferson who
labored so herd to eecure it? The present cempeign is, I
fear, the most important we have hed eince the Civil War,
end there will be millions of dollare spent to defeat Roosevelt.
If he could only mesnege to hold hies mejority of 1922}

With eincere personeal regards,

Wﬂm ? Oai id
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Truppenfelle mehrerer Armeeknrm hetelllgt

“Manover fei 1014

im Serdftibungen im Beifein bes Reidjatriegsminifiers

Drabtmeldung uhtu Gonberberidterftatters

' ﬁai Mkt!, 20, E:ptmlrr m § bei mtli en Ucbungen bdie Eluﬂeugt bar«
. %ﬂt im Naume Ajchajfens | ftellen | werben mun nidt mehr in Er-

La P

m_mg__hmH“ [deinung fntm Pangermwaffe und Lujtwaffe find

tiib voll beteiligt.
ber Leitung des Oberbes f" hm Truppen tﬁnb bereits feit

€rs ber @ruppe 2, 'ﬁf“ it 18. und 19. Geptember in ihre Ausgangs-
ﬂﬂ: b. m bie grofien ft ﬁﬁu tmulorti::t ‘worden, IL&l;m: haben fie

@ruppentommanbdos 2. Diefe Enrmarf Gunn? wat iiberall
Hﬂﬂf find injofern eingigartig ‘hn grofien 'munﬁml'ﬁnb: ein Rubetag, denn
tu nennen, alé fie bie grofiten und um. | eine grofie Anzahl bder Truppenteile hat beceits
fangreidhiten deutichen Maniver der Nach« | die Divifionsmandver hinter fidh. Es Handelt fidh
friepdgeit #iberhaupt bdarjtellen twerden, | in erfter Rinie um das V. Urmeelorps unter Lei.
an demen bie Truppenteile mehrever e« | tung bes Generals der Jnfanterie Geger und

. | um bas IX. Urmeelorps, deffen Fiihrer General
meetorys, unbd jwar mit alfen ll'ﬂ'"' ber UArtillerie Dollmann ift.

R W, { “Meberall in den Quartieren wurden dle Trup-

Cs witd auferbem bie erfte Uebung in Itl!l' pen mit gedfiter Freube und Begetferung
rem Rabmen fein, an der Heer und Lufte aufgenommen. Die Einwohner der fehr ftart
waffe jufammenwiclen. Jhrer gangen Aet unbd belegten Ortfdaften nehmen bereitwillig alle
Anlage nad) wicd alfo die grofie Perbitiibung | Sdmierigteiten auf fich, hiu eine Ia Irelde
1886 mit htt lﬂif vern E‘h mit fidh id feit

eiﬂg bie ﬁﬁm bas i:ugiﬂl M fie beutjdye

ﬂ# aud) f luf !n Bei fidh als willlommene Gifte beper-

uir ber allgemeinen gen ESmmen.
hp Iiiﬁ hﬁ! unb wird — hntl‘b:r ift fidh ben Mandvern nehmen teil: Der Reids-
bas Obérlommando bes Heeres nud; tlat — als | Priggsminifter amd Ob cfeblshaber der TRehr-
Mandver in eimem grofen Berband tmd nadh £ memmlft[b I o Blomberg
o h hﬁb, ungsgeit WM befehlak ber drei Wehrmadyts-
noon § - mef Reidsminifter und Reidysftatts
: Wille !m ﬁl elde Bertreter ftaatlicdher und parteis
n. mit allen Q‘ﬂt ten 1 - Plenjtite und Behdcden, viele ehe<
' brungen, die bereits Bei ane “malt ere Ber alten Urmee und des Reidys-
deren Mandoern diefes Jabres, Btmmt wuebeh, heeres, bnmttt Generaloberft o, Seedt, der
hlﬁﬂgttn bereits, bafi das meue Heer mit bm- Chef bes Jnfantecieregiments 87, ferner der

ilb ge&ni tl'.lnu[ ufcieben, fein fanm, |
fera ot 06 b ‘; m',Em. 86 9 immtet, b 2
i w 5‘ leiu, Der 'tul,
e ¢ hﬁ- Fs

neral bder Polizet Daluege und der
;Eu: feit lmt lhlege I;cmbﬂn, in bem l -I P« | Ceiter bes Hauptamtes file Rriegsopfer

ﬁ:ltnrain unbﬁr hnl‘ h‘muum m
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\( " ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 29, 1936,

Dear lir., Fresident:

I am handinz you a lelter thct has Just come
in from Dr. Dodd.

I do not believe thet there is anythings to

be gained by making & further effort to obtain a
statement from Carter Glass. Ile has not only
failed to reply to my letter to him of Zepteaber
2nd, but privctely I hear that he is grouchy
about Tullitt, his hatred of vhom is said to have
influenced him to make his :retc_ed Tlanover sreech.
le is also reported to have said he intends to
answer my letter only when he "gets good and ready”.

fzel pretty sure, as I have told you before, that
mentally he is an old age victiu.

althouzh everybody seems to think Virginia
rolitically is beyond eny doubt, I have been urged
to broadecast & campaisn speech frouw Richmond and
will probably do so early next month. I an so tied
up here e&s to heve little opportunity to know any-
thing ‘“EGHL whet appears in the newspapers and what
told by all sorts of neople who dror in te

d;scugs one thing and another, but in sone way I
sense the fcet that Lendon has weakened himself by
his recent speeches and that your reelection is be-

coning &ll the time more certain., This, I believe
will become steadily more arparent as you carry cn
your own work in the campairn which 1is really being
started only tonight,

Yours very sincerely,

Enclosure: .
Letter from : s AT

Dr. Dodd.

The President
The White House,



November 9, 1936.

My dear Dodd:i-

I like your "long story" even though
it 18 not an optg-htlo one.

I am off in a week to, I hope, Buenos
Alres. That visit will have little practical or
immedlate effect in Europe but at least the forces
of example will help if the knowledge of 1t can
be spread down to masses of the people in
Germany and Italy.

Inoidentally, I think the results
last Tuesday may bhave made German and Italian
populace a 1little envious demooratic methods.

I hope to see your daughter before
I leave.

As ever yours,

Honorable William E. Dodd,
American Esbasay,

Berlin,

Germany.
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Berlin, Oectober 19, 1936.

Personasl

Dear Mr. President:

I congretulete you on what I
think will be your second great populer
me jority. You heve therefore ancther four
years, and I fear your problems are going
to be as difficult as those of Woodrow Wil-
son in 1917. T ——

I

According to your request of
early August, I have had three talks with
officiels here who see the Fuehrer often
and who seem to know his purposes, The
first of these telks was with Dr. Schacht,
who fears war here the most. I wrote you
that he wes & little hopeful, but thet Hitler
could not perticipate. On the 1l6th of Septem-
ber I sew Secretary Dieckhoff, brother-in-law
of von Ribbentrop, one of the favorites of
the Fuehrer, now Ambassador in London. Inci-
dentally, the TIMES story wes mentioned, He
was of the seme attitude as Schacht, only
less committal. On the 15th of October I saw
Minister von Neureth, head of the Forelgn
Office here, and the subject of German-British
relations was discussed. When I asked whether
Germany would reelly participate in the oft-
rroposed Locernc conference, he said: "In
case England setisfies the Italiean demands."
This led to & reference to the imminent danger
of wer here, and I asked whether Hitler would
egree to participete in a peace conference of
the grester Fowers. He said: "Only in case the

The President
The White House,
Washington.



mein points ere agreed to beforehend." This

I took to meen & previous promise to Italy
and Germeny of colonies and condemnation of
Russia. I asked whether the Fuehrer intended
to send the Russien Ambessedor home. He seid
no, but added: "The Russien position here is
getting to be so embarressing that I think he
will go home" - no successor to be appointed,
This lest he did not sey, but mede me believe.

These interviews end the statements
rather definitely made seem to me to meen no
approvel of & peace conference unless Germeny
eand Itely are granted sbout ell they went,
And events in Europe since lasst December all
point the seme wey: Hitler eand lussolini
intend to control ell Zurope. If that be
agreed to beforehand, & pesce conference is
quite possible; but whet sort of & peesce?
Anyone who knows the sophomoric end egotistiec
mentelities of these men end thelr chief
supporters can hardly feil to forecast the
coming state of Europeen civilizetion. Is
there sny way democratic countries can seve
the civilizetion which detes beck to Luther,
Eresmus, the Hollenders and the English?

ur country mede democcracy possible
for Lurope between 1776 and 1815, the popu-
lation 3,000,000 to 8,000,000, It was &
"mirecle" which made the French Revolution
possible, and then all western Europe beceame
substentielly democretic before 1860. The war
of 1914-18 would have subjected Europe to a
single dictetorship but for the intervention
of our country: our one aim to save democracy.
The blunders ell greeter nations have made
since 1920 surpass enything recorded in modern
history. Now we see cleerly what 1is before us,
Can our country of 130,000,000 people and more
real weaelth then all western Europe do any-
thing? Our people say no; and the Senate says
the Constitution authorizes one-third of their
members to defeat any policy the President



might persuade men to accept: their trestment
of Wilson's progremme.
i

II

Much &8s I belleve in pesce ms our best
policy, I cennot evold the fears which Wilson
emphesized more then once in conversetions with
me, August 15, 1915 and leter: the breekdown of
democracy in all Europe will be & disester to
the people. But whet cen you do? At the present
moment more than e hundred Americen corporstions
heve subsidieries here or cooperative under-
standings. The Du Ponts heve three allies in
Germeny thet are eiding in the ermement busi-
ness. Thelr chief slly is the I, G. Farben
Compeny, & part of the Covernment which glves
200,000 merks & yesr to one propegenda orgeni-
zetlon opereting on Americen opinion. Standerd
011 Compeany (New York sub-company) sent 2,000,000
here in December 1933 end has mede 500,000 & yesr
helping Germans meke Ersstz ges for war purposes;
but Stendard Cil cannot teke any of its earning s
out of the country except in goods, They do little
of this, report their eernings et home, but do
not explain the fects. The Internetional Har-
vester Compeny president told me their business
here rose 3% e yesr(arms menufacture, I believe),
but they could take nothing out. Even our eir-
plenes people heve secret arrengement with
Krupps. Generel lotor Company and Ford do
enormous businesses here through their subsi-
dieries and teke no profits out. I mention these
fects because they complicate things and add to
war dengers. If you wish proof of this story,
talk with our Commercisl Attaché here, Douglas
Miller, in the United States till early December,

Whether our people cen prevent another
world war 1s certeinly a greve question. Yet no
real democratic President can feil to reaslize
the consequences of a world war to us. There is,
however, increasing evidence here, in Rome,

Paris and London that we mey not have & war soon.



Germeny and Itely, with the greetest war equip-
ments any people heve ever had, are coopersting
in such & wey thet their dictators may do whet
they wish. You saw what happened last winter
when Lussolini agreed publicly to support Hit-
ler's Rhine move, Zverybody recognizes the help-
lesness of France when Itely and Germany sent
men, airplenes and erms to the Spanish revolu-
tionists from July to Cctober. iAnd the second
week in September Hitler, Goebbels end Rosen-
berg delivered offensive ettecks upon democra-
cies, If you or the English monsrch delivered
such an attack on neighboring powers serious
results would elmost surely follow among one's
constituents. The democratic peoples in Europe
made no protests, not even Russia. Of course
the cruel dictatorship in Moscow could hardly
look for internationsl support. At the present
moment small Huropeen democrecies: Czechoslo-
vakie, Sweden, Denmark, Holland and Switzerland,
according to their representastives, are contem-
pleting some such declarations as ungreteful
Belglum made the other dey. These linisters

sey the Leegue of Netlons and the World Court
heve no more value; one sees readily why small
powers resort to srmed neutrality.

With so meny democracies nervous, even
Tearful of annexations, end England and France
helpless as & result of their foolish decisions
since 1930, why mey not Hitler annex strategic
rarts of the Belken eree snd Nussolini seize
islends in the Mediterrsneen without wer? Spein
is to be e protectorete of Italy, perheps Egypt
annexed. High officiels here sey Germany is to
have colonlea in the Far EBast with Itelian-
Japenese approvel. Cne thing is certein: these
dictetors mean to dominate surope end there is
& fair chence of their doing it without war.

‘Une serious difficulty is mentioned
here by men like Dr., Schacht, and thet is the
enormous debt situstion. According to best
possible figures here, Germany owes her own



people 45 billion merks, only 18 billions pub-
licly acknowledged by the Reichsbenk, Debts to
outside countries certsinly esmount to something
like fifteen billion merks - with interest un-
peld to meny creditors. This debt situstion is
known to enough people to cause much uneesiness.
If crops were to feil by helf for a single yesr,
there would be starvetion to millions of people
unless international credit could be hed. The
barrier system forbids imports even of food-
stuffs. This dilemme is duplicated in Italy.

S50 loans and commercisl concessions mey become
most vital maetters. Qf course Germaeny rarely
has & drouth; but five successive years of ex-
cellent crops suggest always the possibility

of & short harvest., Hitler said & few days ago
thet e twenty percent shortage would be & calem-
ity of the first order. A few deys later Hess
(intimaete counsellor of Hitler) said: "Do not
forget thet cennon ere better than butter."

The second dilemms will come when
Germen roeds from Berlin to ell frontiers
(roads so built that all crossings are
under or above and speed seid to be 200
miles per hour) end the Germen ermements
ere completed, Thet will meen three to four
millions of unemployed, At present Germany
hes only one million unemployed. Four or five
millions of unemployed would be more serious
here then twenty millions with us. 4 debt here
of 60 billion marks is far more serious in com-
perison to Germsn income than 60 billion dol-
lars with us.

A dictator of sophomoric psychology
would probably go to war to avoid possible
difficulties, even with his submissive people.
0f course successful threats, such as we have
witnessed the last yesr or two, might bring
annexations end postponement of war; but these
cennot solve serious economic situations. And
here comes one more opportunity of the United



Stetes to cooperate with suropeen democracies,
The stabilizetion metter suggests much, and
increasing cooperstion with the United States
Suggests more. But can our people ever recog-
nize the importance of lowering teriffs for
cooperating countries? Wilson's second method
of bringing ebout world peece was freer trade.
His first one was nNeturaelly the guarantee by
lerger powers of the borders and rights of
smeller ones. Both of these heve been violated
almost regulerly since 1920 and consequently
there hes been no resl Leszue of Nations.

This long story may not be altogether
right; but it represents the best informetion
I have been eble to gether. Cne thing is cer-
tain: ell well-informed people here, even dis-
tinguished Germans, think modern civilizetion
is in greve danger, and they repest their opin-
ions to me: the cooperstion of the United States
with suropeen democracies is the only hope we
heve. How cen you lead our people to & correct
understending of things when they allowed a
minority of the Senste (contrary to the intentions
of the writers of our Constitution) to defeat
Wilson's mervellous democratic foreign agree-
ments in 1919, even if the Treaty of Versasilles
was bad? Certeinly it wes nothing like the treaty
of Lrest-Litovsk the year before. If you could
only get the great nations to see things as they
are and apply their coercive power to any leader
who wishes to go back to the fifteenth century
morsls! Thet would be whet Henry IV of France
tried to do, what Jefferson hoped for in 1807 and
what Wilson almost sccomplished in 1918-19.

Sincerely yours,

OJLLLLGAM‘E?Ji:)atiot



‘ EMBASSY CF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Berlin, November 28, 1936.
Ne. 316D

Subject: A Survey of the @erman National Sooiamliet
Foreign Poliey and ite Development.

The Honoreble
The Seeretary of State,

iaa h.tnl ton.
Sir;

I have the homor to transmit herewith, for such
sttention as it may eeem to merit, a survey of the
@ermen National Sceialist foreign polley and ite de-
velopment, together with a brief statoment of the
ous etanding extemnal objectives of Germsn etlatesman-
ghip and diplomacy at the moment.

In the past it would appear that foreign
gtatesmen have been given to viewing with surpriae
and dismsy each mew bold move of the Nazi Government

affecting foreign relations,as though it were

some thing



something whiech, havimg no particular precedent,
simply could mot be true, At least that is the
impression one is apt to gain in following resctions
to such movee in other countries. Surprising these
moves may have been, but only to the extent that the
exact time and manner in which they were sprung were
not foreseen.

As a matter of fmet, each new development has
made it seem increasingly likely that the Hasi Gov-
ernment has followed, and intende to follow, with
perhaps a certain amendment or shading here and
there, the policy laid deown by Hitler years ago in
his book of books MEIN EAMPP. In making this
statement, Hitler's poliey vie-d4-vie Prance should
probably be excepted. In MEIN KAMPF Hitler con-
stantly refers to Franece as the natursl enemy which
must be fought soomer or later, whereas at present
on the surface there is no indication of the con-
tinuance of this attitude. The persietency with
which all other MEIN KAMPF policies are being pur-
gued, however, makes onme reluctant to accept this
change at face value over any lomg peried.

There is certain juatification for the imme-
diate resctions which have taken place abroad and
the consequent nervous tension, and even fesr,
resulting from each new Nazi move (gquite sside from

the faet that Nasi polioy as laid dewn in LEIN KAMPF

is



i alarming enough), in that it is no more than
natural to believe that the broad policies of any
political group are subject to change and imter-
pretation to meet conditions arising through the
passage of time, especlially if those policies were
evolved prior te rise to pewer. Furthermore, there
appearg to have been a great tendency on the part of
other Buropean statesmen to place, in the face of
Germany's growth, faith and relisnce in the sanctity
of enforced treaty provisions, the power of the League,
gand the French formula of collective security, in
spite of the probable warnings of alert genmeral staffs
against the military diplomaey of a new Germany re-
vivified after the supposedly crushing defeat of the
World War only a comparatively few years ago. But
there ia little reason for surpriese if one i8 able
to refer to MELN EKAMPF snd therein to note that the
prineiple for every developmental step was carefully
and publiely cutlined long since. Uf evem mere im-
portance, perhaps, is the point that there is but
little reason to believe that in future foreignm
relations thers will be any great deviation from

the fundsmentals therein laid dowm, regardiless of
the tragedy which may thereby be brought down upon
an already overburdened Burope. There is even less
reason for gnessing at what the Natiomal Socialist

government has in mind for the future.



Let me observe here the faoct that Dictators such
a8 lussolini end Hitler cause surprise as much as any-
thing because they really declare their intentions
and earry them out. It ie net bluff.

It is true that a Nasi action occasionally does
not appear, on the surfeece, to be following the gen-
eral policies to be deducted from LEIN EKAMPF. A4S
en example in point ome may cite Hitler's Reichstag
speech of May 21, 1936, in which he ostensibly
offered peace, albelt on his own terms, to every
country execept Lithuania. Despite the bellicose
attitude towards France in MEIN EAMPF, that country
wad included in the offer. Closer examination,
however, reveals thet this was mainly a tactical
move undertakem to brimg pressure to bear om Lith-
uania with the object of bemefiting the position of
the Memel Germans. 48 for the peace offer, he
doubtless argued that it would not be sceepted, but
that if it were soccepted it would furnish Germany
with welcome respite and could later be brokem when
convenlient.

This Govermment operates on a doetrine of stark
realism which hss a8 a eorellary a brutal frankness
and an opacity of vision toward the outside innate
in the German character. It is evident that im
regimes of the immediate past thie characteristic

. has produced only a bungling type of statesmanship
and



snd diplomacy. However, under a highly-gesred system
of humen regimentation, gquite acceptable to the Ger-
mams individuslly, especially after what they may have
considered a laisser-faire period, a totally different
type of diplomatic maneuvering has rapidly been de-
veloped ani has apparently caught a number ¢f Luropean
forelgn offices off guard. It is a type which camnot
be discounted and must be considered in all serious-
ness; in any event, it is a type which, by one method
or another, is rapidly placing Germany back among the
leading world powers - and the basic prineiples under-
lying all foreign policy are carefully set forth in
the Hitlerisnm "Bible". Furthermore, this policy has
alresdy taken concrete form, in spite of the fact
thet meny otherwice keen observers seem to be able
to go only so far as to say that Hitler's Germany
"plens to do things.”  Whether or not poliey is
being evolved by & more or less formalistic Foreign
office is of little impeortance in this type of gov-
ernment.

In examining the actual resultis of Nazi diplo-
macy and statesmanship, it is interesting to note
that in the 'program’ of the then skeleton National
Socialist Party dated as far back as February £4,
1920, at kunich, foreign poliey almost identical

with what appears te be the current one was setl

forth



forth in four of the 2§ pointa. These four points
read as follows in tramelation:

(1) We demend the union of all Germans to &
greater Germany on the basis of self-
determination of the peoples;

(2) We demand the @quality of the righte of
the German people vie-i-vie other nations ,
and the cancellation of the peace treaties
of Versailles and St. Germain;

(3) We demand land end soil (colonmies) for the
nourishment of our people amd the settle-
ment of our surplus population:

(22) We demand the sbelition of the mercenary
troops and the formationm of a popular army.

‘he lust point mentioned above may not appear to
have any direet bearing onm foreign poliey, but as any
natienal action of Germany is so closely allied with
its military set-up, it is fandamental, es will be
explained further om. For the Department's infor-
mation there ia tracsmitted as an enclosure a trans-
lation of the complete program from which the four
pointa outlined above are taken.

It may also be of imterest to note that the
conditions and trend of thought in other European
countries have beem of no little sssistance to
Germany in the pursuit of her ains surprising ae
it may seem. For example, immedistely after the
declaration of conseription on March 17, 1935, loud
outeries were heard from praciiealiy every guarter
against this blatant vieolation of a treaty which
had stoed for approxivately 17 years, and the entire

continent



continent was in an uproar. dhile a number of coun-
tries directly affected by thie move immediately began
various military end diplomatic preparations after the
firat effects of the stunning blow had worn off, it
wag not six monthe after the event that arguments were
heard even in the camps of the former Allies that per-
haps after all there had been certain Justification

in Germany's action. The severity of Versailles was
apparently a contributory cause to its own dowmfall.
At preaent, after various other seotiona of the
treaties have beem 8similarly hendled, the inviola-
bility of Versailles is soarcely ever brought up in
connection with Germany's growth and power. Then
there is a deeldedly important tremd of thought in
Europe away from 19th Century demoecracy amd this
trend has been extremely helpful, in the furtherance
of her ambitiona, to a Germany well adapted to the
néw autocracy of the era.

The sim of sll National Speislist foreign policy
is power and prestige with the ultimate objeetive of
expansaion both economic and territorial. Borne out
by MEIN EAMPF, offieisnl pronouncements, and past
achievements, certain outstending tenete of Nasi
doetrine are seem to be the premieses and guides of
this peliey, as foellows:

l. Power, and 1te correlative prestige, re-

quiree a strong army and navy, sufficiemt
| foodestuff



foedstuff and m terial bases, and friemd-
ship, or at least neutrality, on the part
of other outetanding nations.*

2. The Jew and his product Bolshevism is the
one natural enemy of Germany.'*

2. Pan-Germanism - the belief that Germany
Should include all Germans,***

4. The peasant is the back-bone of the nation,
and a strong peasantry requires sufficient

80il, teo be gained by nationsl expansion, ****

Eeeping in mind the factors mentioned above which
form the basis for Germany's foreignm poliey, it might
be of interest to ocutline eonelsely her progress or
retrogression in forelgn flelds under the Hasi regime.
For thies purpese one need not g0 back of the im-
portant announcement of ceonsceription en March 17,1935,
88 up to that time Nationsl Seoeialism was entirely too
cceupied with internal reshaping of German imstitu-

tione to interest itself to sny great extent in foreign
affairs. The only pessible event whigh might be no ted

before that date was the withdrawal of Germany's dele-

gates from the League of Nations on Ootober 14, 1985,
and

(All documentary notations in which MEIN KAMPP is men-
tiomed refer to the 1933 unsxpurgated edition, Prans
Eher Nachfolger G.m.b.H.):

+ 1. MEIN KAMPP: pages 163,689, 698 708 ani 732
el R " i " 861, 708, and 750 et seq.
" g v " : " 162, 168, 154 and 736

e 4. " " : " 153, 154, and 728



and .nis event might be considered ss a gain for the
new regime , speaking strictly from the standpoint of

the furthersnce of ite own aime.

»
+ "

Beginning therefore with the conscription snnounce-
went the Naotionsl Soeislietic external gains and losses
to date appear to be about ss follows, ihe former being
vutlined firss. In enumerating these points an at-
tempt will be made to classify them according to the
four mein tenete, but it will be foumd that in ma ny
instances a development represents gain under more
than one heading.

1 (a). The snnouncement on Mareh 17, 1956, of
the creatlon of a popular army, thus violating treaty
@tipulations and indieating that Germany was about to
embark upon a foreign policy that was totally differ-
ent from that which she had hitherte been forced to
follow, was ae important psychologieally as in any
other direetiom. Internslly, it meant the reestab-
lishment of the sehool of the matiom wherein every
sound lad took his two-year course, beginning in most
instances as a rather callow, purposeless youth and
returning as an erect, Steady-eyed and alert man,
r--ﬂ:*tn 8houlder his share of the regponsibility of
German citisenship vie-d-vise Bectioneliem and the
world. It meant the eventual direct employment of
li‘- 700,000 men and the indirect employment of mil-

N 1ions
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lions, with the consequent incresse in businese and im
tax revenue. It meant that every German citigen un-
congciously and inveluntarily perhaps, according to
his privete views on National Socialism, could hold
ap hie head and shake off the weight of the defeat-
ist's inferiority complex. [Externally, it meant
that Germany could no longer be dealt with dictatori-
ally and that her statesmanship snd diplemesecy with a
strong military backgroumd hsd to be reckoned with on
a begis of equality mingled with fear, whether it was
at a conference table or io lone-hend maneuvering.

Regardlese of the justification of thie action,
the objective viewpoint must concede that the basie
for Notionel Socielist foreign poliey wae thus firmly
estsblished.”

1 (b). The announcement of a navel building
program was shortly followed by the Anglo-German laval
Agreement, resched on Jume 18, 1936, whereby the Ger-
men navy might be conetructed up to 36 per cent of the
total British nsvy, and net only gave Germeny domina-
tion of the Baltic but amounted to de facto recogni-
tion of Germany's breach of Verssilles. Incidentally,

because of the necessary abeence c¢f a portion of the
British

* 1. National Soecialist "Program ', Point 22, Junieh,
 February 24, 1920.

2. MEIN KAMPF, pages 298, 307, 647. 646.
J. HBmbassy despateh No. 1876, of March 26, 1935.
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British navy in esstern waters the retio is more favor-
able to Germany than would appear at first 8ight. PFur-
thermore, England's action, independent of France, may
be viewed as a diminution of French prestige and a
corresponding gain in German prestige.

It will be recalled that rapprochement with Zng-
land hes ever been one of the fundamentals of Hitler's
doctrine of foreign poliesy.*

1 (e). Cne of the first fruits of the attsinment
of armed power was the reoccupstion of the Hhineland
beglnning Mareh 7, 1986. Even more important than as
another blow at the Ireaty of Versailles, was the
effect of this setion in two other directioms. Pirast,
French prestige was vitally impsired in that with the
decision of the French genersl staff not to take
military action against Germany, it became apparent
to all that France was no longer prepared to take up
ArmS on every major provocation, and in that her
allies msy well have taken note that France would
think twice before deciding affirmatively on what

reclly eonstituted a easus belli. The action on

Mareh Tth shut off Prance from her eastern allies
and

* 1. LEIN KAKPF, pages 154 (Germany and England
againet Ruesia); 699 (allisnmee with England
desirable); 701 (divergence of British snd
Jewish interests).

2. Embassy despatech No. 2086, of June 26, 1955.
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and being unopposed materially mesant the end of Fremech
hegemony in Central Lurope, and the comsequent loss to
French prestige, therefore, is obvious. Second, the
praetieal success of Nazi policy in thie case con-
vinced the dubious elements of the army headed by
General von Fritseh, which had hitherto evidenced re-
serve, of the national efficacy of the party and thus
brought about the desired unity of these two factors.

Stresa and the famous British gquestionnaire, as
well as all other attempts thereafter to influence
Germany, were, in effect, calmly and successfully dis-
regarded by Hitler in the determined pursuit of his
objectives.

1 (d). 1The obvious instruments of power, the
army and navy, together with the para-military organ-
izations, are thus seen to have been developed. Ihe
next step of obtaining sufficient foodstuff and mater-
ial bases is being advanced in the coumtry by the so-
called foodstuffs battle and the Four-Year Flan.”
Their effect on foreign policy has thus far been
manifested in a striving for control in the Danubian
basin - te agreement with Austria the "gateway' to
thet area, the parsallelism with Italy, the rapproche-
ment with Hungary and Yugoaslavia, Germany's key state

in

* Embssey despatch No. 3106, of CUctober 21, 1926, and
No. 3088, of CUoctober B, 1936.

N\
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in the Balkans, better relations with Hungary, Yuge-
slavia and Bulgaria, and the anti-Prench developmen ts
in Fumenis brought about by the Franco-Soviet Pact,
are steps in that direction. The foetering of these
friendships is, sside from the brosdening of Germany's
supply bases, a distinct gain along the line of poli-
tiesl policy, especially cs it weakens the position
of the Little Entente and the gemeral French idea of
eollective security and Europesn hegemony.

The sgreement with iustrie,* concluded on July
11, 19%6, constituted = gain in prestige =and afforded
an oppertunity for broader Natiomal Seocialist activi-
ty which msy bear fruit in the future. Ihe fact thst
this wss brought acout with at least the taeit spprov-
al of Itely has the appearance ot a gaim, in that it
was one of & chain of developments which led w
rapprochement with Italy.

1 (e). Germany's power was originally broken
by the Treaty of Versailles, but the struggle to
regain her strength was continually hampered by the
League of Nallons. fhis body, regardless of the
intentions of its foundlers. proved in effect tc be an
{nstsument for the perpetuatiom of the Treaiy, siill-
fully wielded by Frsmce with the aid of her Batel-
lites whose very existence was based ihereon. Under

' these

* Embasay despatch No. 2941 of July 1lb, 1936.

N
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these ciroumstancee any loss of preatige on the part
o the League must be considered ss a corresponding
gain for Germany.

Such gains are associated with the failure of
the League successfully to settle a long list eof
international difficulties ending with the fiasco
of sanctions againet Italy in the sthipian eonfliet,
and including a variety of vutetanding developments
such as those connected with the well-known terms
Jisarmament, Menchukue, El Gran Chaeo sand banzig.

lfhe bungling on the part of the league result-
ing in antagoniszing Italy, waa importantly instru-
mental iu bringing abou: the present "parallelism”
of Fascism with National Soeislism after a period
of vociferous hestility.

2 (a). Under the second main tenet of foreign
policy, one is led to belleve that Natiomal dJoeialist
doctrine of opposition to Jewry and Bolshevism might
well be based on the realization that in addition to
& series of more or less populsr eni altruistie slo-
gans sueh a8 "Gemeinnutz geht vor Zigennutz” ( The
Common Good Before The Imdividual Good), "Blut und
Boden (Bloed and Soil), amd "@leichberechtigung"
(Bquality), ete., a radical politiesl movement must

acguire a concrete enemy both internsl amd external

wiloh, even after accession to power, may prove uge-

ful as a ihq.li, a scapegoat, an object of ridicule,

-

or

\
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or for diverting public attention in turn as occasion
requires. Doubtlessly prompted by actual political
gonditions Jews and Bolsheviem were at 'the very out-
gset selected for this role end have proven increasing-
ly useful to the Nazis, thus justifying their choigce.”

A master atroke of Nazi tactics wea the identifi-
cation of one W th the other.'* hile these tactics
may be viewed ae first-rate demagoguery, the faect
muet be aimitted that Communiem was at least a poten-
tisl danger in Germeny snd thet the Jews had achieved
a poelition of preeminence ill suited to hasi mentality.
in international relations, oppositiom (o Belshevism
ms specifically developed inteo hestility to the
Soviets whereby Nasi ldeolog), aad the identification
of Communism with Jewry is provimg inereaaingly use-
ful, particularly as a means of propaganda sppealing
%0 the instinetive, wide-spread fear of Bolshevism
and thus finding fertile seil in &t least parte of
the population of practically every Luropean couniry
today.

Active opposition to "Jewieh Bolshevism” in the
field of foreizgn pelities reslly dates from the in-
eaption of the Franco-Soviel Fact. From Hitler

down

* REIN LAMPY: page 561 et sey.
'I:“ " " . F.G'. 'W: '51 and TBHE.
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down all active Nasi agencies made veliant efforts to
dissuade France from concludimg s pact with the Soviets,
and, after ita sonsummation, to prevent its becoming
sffective as e politieal instrument. The entry of the
“pviets into Suropean politics vie what Germany in-
sisted on termimg an outright alliance with France,

and the left swing in France itself, mede Soviet-Com-
munism appesr ae sn sctive threat te Germany, and
Prunee, after the appsrent lull in the Germen WLIN
EAMEF svtitude, once more loomed as an opponent to be
aciively combated - but with different tactics. In
defense against this professed mensce, Gérmany launched
an intensive anti-Bolshevik campaign whicli reached a
¢limax ot the Nuremberg Party Rally in September of
this year and in which Germsny insisted on her self-
assumed role of champion of Western civiliszation as
opposed %o Lasterm barbarism.

A campalgn of attrition was them initisted agalinat
French prestige, as contrasted with the direct EgEres-
sive attitude key-noted in NEIN X MPF -~ zuch more
effective and insidious tacties in that they were sus-
ceptible of furthersnce at all times end almost in
any directionm.

The enti-Bolshevik crusede served a second pur-
pose in thet 1t fumished a common grounds upon which
might be laid the foundation for international friend-
ahipe - "bloc-politique’.

Incidentally
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Inclidentelly, Hitler's reference to the Ukraine,
both im EEiN LiuFF and later at linremberg, gives rise
to the unorthodox thought that the ultimate object of
anti-Sovietiem may poesibly be to isolate a-nd thus to
weaken Huseia as a firat step towards at leanst economic
cooperation on a basis asgreesble and most useful to
Gernany. I'he possibilities inherent in such a con-
stellation ere too obvious Lo require detailing.

Ifhe strees placed on anti-Solsheviswm on en inter-
national basis snd the corellary drawing together of
Fasclat regimes has naturally enough swankened a fear
that the Lontinent ls splitting into two bloes corre-
sponding to these slignments. bDoubt apparently
exists in the British mind as to the relative nerits
or demerita ol itoe two movements, particulsrly inm
view of the undeniable siulilarity of their tamotics
and doctrine, and it eannot be predieted which bloc,
if either, may find the support of English sympathy -
English support is the peremnisl arbiter of conti-
nental power.

2 (b). 4e cutlined asbove, the Frenco-Hussian
Fect called for a persistent attack against the
preatige of Frence, who was now considered as the
ally of Bolshevism. For this attack Germany made
8killful use of a number of other developments im
the Buropean political arena.

; Pirst, in the prelisinary discussions with
ingland of a possible five-power conference, Germany

-

wade
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made it clear that her participation in such a meeting
would be mnde contingent on (a) an innocuous suthori-
tative interpretation of the Franco-Soviet Faot, and
(b) the sbeence from the conferemse of GLhe influence
of Fuseia end of Prench setellites such a8 Cgechoslo-
vakis srd Polend,*

Second, the protraetion of the Loearno prelimi-
naries wae probably largely imstrumental in ealling
forth the Belgimn king's recent statement of policy
which pleced pearticular stress on Belgian neutrality
and defini tely mseerted unwillingness to sssume commi t-
mentes involving the g erantee of hnnnd:nriu other than
bher owma. . foree which contributed further to Bel-
glum's officisl attitude was the unceassing influence
0f the Rexist movement in that ¢ oun try. Thie move-
ment chare® many Netional Soginlist tenets, particu-
larly in regerd to enti-Bolshevism, snd there are
moterisl indicstions that there is more than theoreti-
enl intervet in 1t on the part of Nesi Gernany. The
new position thus crested by Belgium was & most im-
portent gain for Germany, not only morally but, as
has been estimated by competent military authorities,
it wae equivelent to the additional strength provided
by fifteen army corpe. France, by the same token,
suffered a ¢orrveponding loss, thus effectively ter-

minating her claim to hegemony - which presumably
did

“ Bmbassy telegrams ¥o. 299 of Ootober 9th, and
No. 306 of Cotober 17, 1956.
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’
did not escape the notice of her satellltes.

Mird, without wishing to assert which was cause
and which effect, another development connecting Eng-
land with the above-mentloned Belgian move 18 Lo be
noted. Accordimg to reliable information® there is
now being considered the formation of a "neutral bloec”
t0 include Zngland, Belgium, lolland, and possibly
the Seandinavian countries, which would not undertake
&8 priori to attack Germany on the issue of the mainte-
nance o0f ecollective security in the Last. The dis-
tribution of profit and loss between FPrance and Ger-
many is therefore evident.

Fourth, a result of the Franco-Soviet Fact was
the rapprochement between France's new ally iuseia
and her old -lltllliﬂ Gzechoslovakia, whieoh developed
inteo a sort of military allianee much teo the disgust
of Berlin, and one of the first thoughts oecurring
to the German Government waa, of course, that the
flying time between any ome of the probable Soviet
airperts to be constructed in (sechoslovakia, and
Berlin, was entirely too short for comfort.

Germany's recent unilateral terminatiom of the
internatienal comtrel of German navigable streams”"
is a step which elearly brings home %o the (secho-
slovaks their important dependence on Gernsmy ae the

only

+ * The British Embassy, Berlin.
** Embassy telegram No. 536 of November 16, 1926.
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only logieal outlet to the sea offering almost natural
fecilities for transportation, werehousing, ete , snd
in addition the general economic interrelation between
the two countries, grown strong through usage, are
ever present in the mind of the average practical Csech
business man. The further faect that csech leadership
and public epinion are gradually awakening to the real-
ization that no great meterisl sassistance is to be ex-
pected from France or for that matter Lnglamd, 1s
ereating a feeling that in the long run aligmment with
Germany might prove more advantageous.”

The Germen attitude towards Csecheoslovakia is well
characterised by repeated confidential statements of
members of the German General Staff to the effect that
from & military peint of view, a complete occupstion
of the country would be a matter of hours only, and
from the politieel sngle it is German poliey to sup-
port this attitude by isolation in various forms.

All progress msde towards this end may be counted as
a pain for Germany -~ and there has been progress.

Fifth, one of the mest direet blows leveled at
the FPrance-Soviet Psct ceme from Marshal Rids-Smigly,
who, it ie understood, in replying to Fremch inquiries
in Paris reecently, stated that FPeland could not see

her

* Despaten No. 534, September 25, 1936, from the
Legation, Frague.
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her way clear to permit the traneit of Soviet forces
through FPolend under any eircumstances nor would she
permit the establisment of Soviet alr bases on Folish
territory, in spite of the considerable ecredit obtained
from Prance for rearmament.

The independent attitude of Poland thus indicated
has been subtly encouraged by Germany, realising full
well Poland's national pride and her inherent hatred
of the Russisnme. The gain to Germany has beem in-
direct only, as there sre no indications of increasing
friendship betweemn the two countries.

2 (e). 3¢ much for the specifiec ramifications of
the Franco-Soviet Pact itself. Independent of this
development, certain other countries snd situations
have reacted definitely to Nasi anti-Bolshevik poligy.

In respect to ultimate alignmwent with Germagy,
it may be ssaid that Austria's positiom is even strong-
er than that of Czechoslovakia. The fiaseco of Nazi
aspirations in Austria, at the time whenm Dollfuss met
his death and Italy established "the wateh on the
Bremner", has meanwhile been wiped out end Austrias
is now officlally designated as a "Germen" nation.

The agreement of July llth and the subseguent visit

of Secretary of State Schmidt to Berlin* led not only

to close economic and cultural relatioms but it is con-
fidently

* See Embassy's despateh No. 3163 of November 25, 1936.
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fidently expected thet on Schmidt's return to Viemna
a8 statement will be iesued Stressing Austria's adher-
eénce to the anti-Bolshevik fronmt.

In Hungary, the recollection of the Bhort-lived
Bele Khun regime hss sufficed to make the people re-
ceptive to Germean anti-Bolshevik propaganda, here
suitably combined with refercnoce to worli-war brother-
hood in arms. In Jepen the rising Communist problems
and the traditional enmity to Kussis seconded by the
absence of conflicting interests with Germany, has
established a parasllelism between the two countries
which, just as this report is being written, has been
consummated in an agreement to cooperate in combating
Bolsheviem.” 1In England, the natursl disinelination
of a seetion of the population towards Bolsheviam has
permitted the formation of a Fasecist party headed by
Sir Oswald Mosley which lives on flespite repeated
accounte of its agony, and it is interesting to note
in this connection that queries have been mede in
Parlisment concerning the finaneing of this party
from "abroad" - the German Propaganda Ministry is
apparently eredited with unlimited mesans.

In ﬂpnin German anti-Bolshevik Ppropaganda is
gutrnll: assumed to have taken on the materiasl form
of bombing planes and cannon, and the politieal signi-

ficance

* See Embassy telegram No. 349 of November 25th



ficance of German sctivities in that field is becoming
incressingly momentous.

Even from the Berlin angle, where the view of
German sctivities abroad is constantly and effectively
clouded by prese control and the party propaganda
machine, it has been quite apparent for some time that
National Soeilalist interest in Spain's civil strife
was manifested by more than moral 8upport of the imsur-
gent group. Pirmly convineed that the Eadrid Govern-
ment had the support of Moscow, Germany, in concert
with Italy, on the grounds of combating a common
enemy even prier te the publiely announced Italo-
Germsn “"parallelism”, and in spite of her "adherence”
to the neutrality agreement, found ample ressen so-
tively to interest herself in supporting the national
insurgents. Accusations, deniaels, and recriminstions
on the part of both Fascist and Bolshevik factions
marked a perioed in which it became inereasingly ap-
parent that Spainm was likely to become = rroving
ground for the domination in Burope of one or the
other faction.

In this development the most iuportant step of
Germany, taken in unison with Italy, was the recogni-
tion of & Franco government® before such a government
Was established, thus underwriting insurgent success

and

* Embassy's telegram No. 338 of November 18, 1936.



and definitely indicating Germany's slignment with any
action whatever which she believes is necessary in any
country or eituation in combating Bolsheviem - a new
angle to German foreign poliey.

Short of formal military asasistance, Franco may
now expect whatever aid he may need, as his defeat
would mean too great a blow to Germam preatige in
particular and the FPascist group in general. AB
long as Franco's success is in doubt, a German gain
er loes in Spain cannot be registered, but the complete
unanimi ty of thought on the subject between Germany and
Italy would seem te preclude the la tter eventuality.

2 (d). Last, but probably most important of all,
in that it furnished Germany with a powerful and the
only active ally on the anti-Bolshevik front, was the
at least temporary parallelism with Italy cultivated
earefully for some time previously by am endless inter-
change of official visits, consummated in a gentle-
man's asgreement between Hitler and Coumnt Ciano at
Berchtesgaden on October 26, 19356, and manifested in
the striking similarity of the texts of official an-
nouncements from both countries relative to inter-
national developments. Although this parasllelism
included many other important aspects in regard te
the policies of the two countries in Burope, anti-
Bolshevism was the flag under which they were united.
Certain fundamental opposing interests and an under-
lying dietruet of each other mske the union appear

spmewhat
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Somewhat incongruous and unsteady, but it is neverthe-
less a practical ome which will hold together as long
88 advantages 10 each are apparent. Having committed
themselves even to this extent, one may venture to pre-
diet that close Cooperation may continue during such
time as Bolshevism 8ppears tc be a major issue in
Europe - and in so far as the uniom does not align
England definitely againat Germany. Indeed UEIN KAMPF
states definitely* that a triple alliance with England
and Italy ie the only desirable closer foreign con-
nection for Germany.

One of the first conerete results of the Italo-
German agreement was that, together with the Anstrian
Faet and the Hungarian aime and lesnings, 1t merked the
beginning of an anti-Communist block through Centrsl
Europe which may involve many advantages to Germany.

It may serve effectuslly in isolating Eussia snd Com-
munism from Jestern Europe, and the possibilities thus
created of furthering pan-Germenism, snother main tenet

of policy, are ominpusly aspparent.
“

. Pan-Germanism, now briefly referred to as
"Deutschtum" . is the theory that all persons of German

8tock should be united under German Natiomal Social-
izm

* MEIN KAMEF: pages 706, 7566 et seq. and 699.



ism. This idea is implied by MEIN KAMPP * in criti-
¢izing the Reich boundaries of 1914 as not being "com-
plete with regard to the inclusion of the people of
Gerwen nationality"” amd is being strongly furthered
under the leadership of the Verein fir das Deutschtum

im Auslsnd. dith an active staff and extensive means,
largely raised by direect popular subseription, it
fosters Germanism and cultural relations with the
Fatherland among Germsns all over the world. Maps
distributed by this organizetion show entire sections
of many countries as nsationslly German, such a8 the
Sudeten section of Czechoslovakia, Memel, Danzig,
parts of Ioland, the southern portion of Demmark, etec.,
a8 well as parts of Russia and Fumania settled by
Germans. dhile for obvious reasons stress is at
present placed only on the maintenance of cultural
affinitiea, only the test of time and opportunmity
will indicate whether Nazi Germany will be able to
resist the temptation to establish bonds of a closer
nature - with those enclaves near at hand. Already
there are definite indicationes of such ambitions in
connection with Danzig and Czechoslovakia. iWhile
cultural relations with a political adventage in mind
are maintained with German-imeriecan elements in the
United States and Latin Aperica, closer asscciations
with

* page 736



with these sections is probably beyond the most radieal
of Nazi dresms.

With the exception of the gaine mentioned above,
progress in Pan-Germsenism has to date evelved but little
more tham potentialities. Neverthelese, National So-
c¢ialism, whiech thinks in long perieds of time, gives no
indication of relaxing its efforts without regard to
eéxisting political boundaries. Wihile they disclaim
all instrumentality in effecting this poliey, it is
interesting to note in this conneetion the existence
of tle so-called égglinll-gzignilltill of the party

whiich ostensibly desls only with German citigens abroad,
the somewhat recent mysterious inflation of the Kultur
Abteilung of the Foreign Office, and the "election of
fumerous Reichstag renegade members from Sudeten Czecho-

glovakia and Austria.

* -

4. hile there &ppears io be no prespect of early
expansion on the basis of "Deutschtum", the drive for
¢olonial expansion under the pressure of economic need
of raw materials in the furtherance of their power
poliey, particularly in view of Germany's foreign ex-
change distress, has been pressed forward with more im-
mediate urgemey by Schacht and the Kelonial-Bund.
Although here also me concrete Suceess has been achieved
80 far, there is to be registered the growth of a Bec-
tion of foreigm opiniom willing to consider the return

of



of Germany's former colonies - a thing unheard of a
year ago.

In view of the fact thet most of the former German
colonies were in Africa, we have here an instesnce in
which circumetances, subsequently developed, have oc-
casioned a deviation from Hitler's original MEIN KAMPF
attitude * - which disapproves tropical or semi-tropi-
eal colonies as unsuited to satisfy the main object of
the colonial expension he envisaged as providing an
outlet for surplus populstion. Such colonies to be
of maximum use must be in temperate szomes, as near to
Germany as possible, and offer an opening for peasanta,
the back-bone of the natiom.**

Hitler definitely considered expansion to the
fertile districts of Lastern Europe a form of coloni-
zation which would best permit of orgeniszation and
administration along the same lines of peasant devel-
opment he has introduced so extensively in the Heich
itself under the slogan "Blut und Boden" (Bluod And
Seil). Eastward expansion would seem to be the
natural corollary to the lomg-standing and recently
stressed anti-Soviet policy.

Certain passages in MEIN KAMPF are so definite
on this peimt as to justify gquotation. Thus, as a

broad

* MEIN KAMPF: page 153
w " : pages 153, 154 and 728



broad basis, one reads that "the foreign policy of a
national state should secure the existence of Lhe race
united in that state by ¢reating a sound natural rels-
tion between the number and the growth of the people,
on the ome hand, and the size and quality of the soil,
on the other."*  More specifically, ome reads that
"however, such a soil poliecy cannot find ite fulfill-
ment for example in the Cameroon, but today almost ex-
¢clusively in Europe."** Prom here, ome is led direet-
1y to the point that "if one wanted soil in Europe,
this, on the whole, could only take place at the ex-
pense of Russia; then the new Reich would have to start
marching sgain slong the road of the old Teutonic knighte
inﬂhrmﬂhhiJﬂlhﬂul“H.mlhmmpht
its soil and the nation its daily bread."***

The above theory is quite generslly presumed to
hold good today, and while no oconerete gains aleng
these linee may be noted as yet, one hears constantly
in well-informed circles of developments tending towards
a realigation of these ambitionms. At one time a plan
of attack against Csechoslovakia with Ital 4an aid is
mentioned; at another, Dangig, the Folish Corridor, or
Memel on the basis of a deal, perhaps forced, with

Poland; while the Ukraine, particularly owing to the
attention

* MEIN KAMPF: page 728
L3 L] " " 162

-
-
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attention paid to it both im MEIN KAMPF and recently
in anti-Sovietism, is brought up in this connection.

National Soeielist foreign policy, treated thus
far under the aspect of gains, has also had a number
of losses. Prankly and objectively speaking, however,
such losses have been comparatively few, are found to
be much less tangible than the gains, and seem to be
more potential and theoretical than actual at the
moment. For these reasons, it does not seem practi-
cable to discuss them under the headings of specific
tenets as in the case of gains.

Generally speaking, Germany's rapid rise to armed
power has created reactions in Europe wuich do not
make for the "peace" Hitler and hie pregram seem 8o
ardently to deeire - in faet, actual advancement to-
wards LSuropean appeasement has been exactly nil, due
recently in a large measure, to Germany. Diplomacy
plus sabre-ratiling may be the means of obtaining what
Germany thinks she desires of her meighbors, but the
peychological effect of fear and uncertainty thereby
produced, in itself retards the very progress towards
which Germany claims she is striving, and in that re-
spect she may suffer losses.

Thus, in apite of the care with which German
diplomats and statesmen have endeavored Lo handle
their rel ations with Great Britain, the latter has
now quite patent]ly come to the concluasion that Ger-

many cannot be dealt with on any ascceptable basis,
that
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that she "must be written off as a bad job", to use
the recent confidential words of a high-ranking British
official,* and that England must therefore proceed with
all possible speed teo rearm for any emergency.

Likewise, loeses must be recorded in the sliena-
tiomn of Poland by Germany's action in Danszig, and in
the rearmament of Belgium which might be tumed to the
advantage of France. LEven the armed "meutral bloc’
which is believed to be contemplated in the west and
which at the moment would give the appearance of an
sdvantage to Germany, might, under the leadership of
England, be used against Germany in the event of a war.

Purthermore, the Franco-Soviet Pact which was
brought about solely for use against Germany, is atill
in effect and depending largely on its reel military
value must be counted as a loss for Germany. Because
of the latter's basiec enmity towards Russis she also
forgoes the possible advantages of arrangements where-
by a freer hand might be given her in recovering lemel
and the Cerridor, or in expamdinmg in the Balties.

in addition, two other really important losses
in prestige sbroad must be recorded, both resulting
largely from National Socialist intermal policy. By
the stubborm but perhaps ineffectual doctrime of state

dominstion of religion, Germany has alienated not only
the

* 4 member of the British Embassy, Berlin.
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the Pope and international Catholicism but Christianity
generally; and by her attitude towards the Jews, the
Chureh, ike established systems of common Justice, and
towerds real democraecy in general, she has injured the
senaibilities of, and alienated, a country which might
have stood her in good stead during her economic and

financiel difficulties - the United States.

*
* L

In the foregoing survey, an endeavor has been made
to indicate the development of Natiomal Socislist for-
eign policy on the basis of certain major theories, and
to leave the conclusions to be draswn from sn outline
of the successes and failures of its ambitious and ag-
gressive program.

If one might venture a prediotion in the face of
a mad scramble after "peace” through heavy armement
for "self-defense"” om a continent rendered tense by
distrust and abnmormal natiomalism, it would be to say
that for the immediate future there does not appear
to be any vital foree or combination of foreces which
will materially impede Germany in the pursuit of her
ambitions. However, at least five possibilities
must be conasidered in this connection.

Pirst, the very maintenance of high-powered
hair-triggered armasment everywhere, although it is
ostensibly for "peace" contrel, is in itself a con-

atant explosive danger. Thus, the situation in
Spain



Spain, largely created by Germany herself, might well
overnight result in embrolling the whole of Zurope,
end German poliey could be either tremendously fur-
thered or disastrously damaged. Indeed, it has just
been eonfidentially learned that Hitler slready feels
remorse - more on taetical than moral grounds - at
having sucounbed to the blandishments of Ciano who
persuaded him to join Italy in recognising Franco.

Second, Germany's progress depends largely on
whether or not she is sble to maintain at least neu-
tral relations with Sngland.

(hird, the ecomomie and financial situatien in
Germany is a potential deanger to the pursult of her
foreign policy depending on whether or mot external
political rogress can be made to such a rapid extent
that the intricate economiec problems now faseing Germany
will thereby be largely soived as a natursl seguence.
In this respeet, the constant preesing of foreign poli-
¢y mgy at least be understood.

Fourth, there is always the pessibility of a
dictatorship getting out of hend im that the necessari-
1y rapid development® on which 1t thrives internally
cannot always be absorbed fast enough externally. In
a dietatorship with as breoad a foreign policy as Ger-
sany's this is particularly true. [However, one may
understend Germany's pewer end prestige pace better
if it is realised that time pleays an importan t role
in her rearmament; most of Germany's so-called adver-

paries



saries, notably Prance, have been fully armed for memny
years and much of this equipment is consequently now
obsolete, whereas Germany's armament is of the latest.
If Germany is to carry out her program, it behooves
her to be fully rearmed and prepared before old eguip-
ment elsewhere can be replaced - and before certain
countries, notably England, can arm anew.

Fifth, parallelism with Italy is two-edged and
not relisble. There is a constant undercurrent of
rivalry going on between Italy and Germany in the
Danubisn region. The very inecrease and menace of
Germany's power may enable Italy to create a "pro-
t;nthl" group there including Rumenia and Foland -
but this need not be hostile to Germany. In fact
its purpose would be to keep on friemdly relations
with Hitler, In effect, however, it would mean that
H?rnan;r'l agpirations im Central Europe must be kept
within bounde, Italy would thus be taking the place
of Prance in Eastern Europe - but not necessarily
Eﬁ an unfriendly bssis towards Germsny, as was France's
position, but distinetly as a "warning" unit.

One other point might be added. Bolshevism as
a major menace in Europe must be either kept as such
or totally extermina ted by Germany's efforte in order
to give her the impetus she requires.

Hitler, an instinotively adroit opportunist and
.8 devout student of the m: theds of Frederick #ilhelm

I,



I, during whose reign Germany's power, without resert
to a majJor war, flourished ae it never has sinee, has
undoubtedly psesed dowm to the German Foreign VUffioce
the glet of his foreign poliey from whenee it hae been
repeatedly deled out teo ingquiring diplomats in various
forme as the oceaslen seemed to reguire, by Heurath
und his spokesmen. It ia that Germany will reslise
her aime without war, if possible, if met, -~ .

Heapectfully yours,

William E. Dodd.

Lpclosure;
1. franslation of
Netional Sociallst
Frogram.

800
FCL:aAC

Copies to Paris, Lomdon, Geneva, Home, Moscow and Higs.
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snclosure 1.

Ifranslsation.

The Program.

The Program of the Natiomal Socialist Party is a
pérmnanent program. The leaders decline to set up new
aims, when those set up in the Progrem have been real-
ized, merely for the purpose of making it possible for
the Farty to continue to exist by means of artificially
fostered dissatiefasetion of the masses.

l. We demand the union of all Germans to a great-
ér Germany on the basis of self-determination of the
peoples;

2. We demand the equslity of the rights of the
German people vis-A-vis other nations, and the cancel-
lation of the peace treaties of Versailles amnd St.
Germain;

5. We demand land and soil (colomies) for the
oourishment of our people and the settlement of our
surplus populatioen;

4. Unly he can be a citizen who is a fellow-
countryman (Volksgenosse). OUnly he can be a fellow-
countryman who is of German blood, without comsidera-
tion of confession. Therefore no Jew can be a fel-
low-countryman.

6. Anyone who is not a citiszen shall only be
allowed to live in Gernsny as a guest snd must be
subject to legislation dealing with foreigners.

G



6. Unly a citizsen can be entitled to decide w. th
réegard to the manasgement and laws of the state. There-
fore we demand that every publiec effice, of whatever
nature, whether in the Reich, a State, or a Commune,
must only be held by citisens,

e oppose the corruptive parliamentary aystem of
filling poats merely from party viewpeinta without con-
gideration of character and gqualifications.

7. We demand that above all else the state sssume
the obligation te provide for ways and means for its
citigens to esrn a livelihood. If it ie not possible
to care for the entire population of the state, the
members of foreign nations (non-citizens) must be ex-
pelled from the Heich.

8+ Any further immigration of non-Germans must be
prevented. We demand that all non-Germans who have
immigrated to Germeny since August £, 1914, be forced
to leave the Heleh immediately.

9. All eitizens must have equal rightes and duties.

10« The foremest duty of every eitisen must be to
work mentally or physieally. The setivity of the indi-
vidual must aot viclate the interests of the gemerality
but it must be carried om as a part of the whole and to
the benefit of all.

Therefore we demand:

11, The abolitien of income witheout work amnd effort.

An end to interest bondage.
1g.



12, la view of the tremendous Bacrifices of proper-
ty and bloed which every war claims of the nation, per-
sonal profit through war must be charaoterised as a
erime to the nation. We therefore demand the confis-
eation of all war profits.

13. e demand the nmationalisetion of all concerns
(80 fsr) already amslgemated (trusts).

lé. «o demand profit-sharing in all large plants.

16. @e demand an extensive development of the old-
age pension system.

16. We demsnd the ereation of a sound middle class
snd its meintenance, immediate socialisation of large
department stores and the renting (thereof) to small
tradesmen at low remtals, the strictest consideration
of 2ll small tradesmen when making deliveries to the
8tate, the Sgates end Communes.

17.4e demand a land reform sdapted to our national
needs, the creation of a law for the sxpropriation with-
but remuneration of land for purposes invelving the
publie goed. Abolition of groumd remt and the preven-
tion of land speculation of every kimd.* 18.

* Note. In the fage of the mendacious interpretation
of Foint 17 of the Frogram of the Nstional Speisl-
ist Party by our opponenta, it is negessary to make
the following statement:

4s the Natlonal Seolalist Party takes s stand
in favor of private property, it is natursl that the
passage "expropriation without remuneration’ refers
only %o the creation of legal means of expropriating,
Af neceseary, property which was agquired in anm il-
lieit manner or which is not administered in aceord-
ance with consideratioens of the publie good. There-
fore this 1¢ directed primarily against Jewish oom-
panies speculsting in real estate.

» Munich, April 12, 1928.

o Adolf Hitler



18. #e demand ruthless war agalmst those wmho by
their sotivity injure general imterests. Frublie enemies ,
usurers, profiteers, ete., muat be condemned to death,
without consideration of confession and race.

19. e demand s substitute for Loman law, which
serves ihe materialistie philosophy of life, in the
shape of a German common law.

20, In order te make it possible fer every cupable
and industrious German to attain a higher education and
thus to emter into leading pesitioms, the atate mus t
provide for s therough development of our entire pepular
educational system. fhe curriculum of all edusational
inetitutions must be adepted to the requirements of
prastical life. Understanding of the idea of staie
must be schieved by the school as soon as the age of
reasoning begins (science of cltigsenship). We demand
schooling for mentally particularly endowed childrem
of poor parents at the cost of the state, regardless
of the statiom or profession of their parents.

gl. The state must provide for lmproving the publie
healsh by protecting mo thers and ehildren, by prohiblt-
ing ehild labor, by bringing about physical viger by
weans of a legsl obligation to engsge in gymmastics
snd sports, by supperting to the utmost all soelieties
for physical traiming of young people.

22, 4o demand the sbolition of the mercenary iroops
snd the formation of a popular army.

g5, e demand lawful oppositiom te the willful
politvieal lie and its dissemination by the press. In

order
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order Lu make it possible to create a Germa. press, we
demand that

a) all editors of newspapers which appear in the
German lounguage and their collaberators must
be fellow-countrymen,

b) non-Germen newspapers require the express per-
mission of the state to be published. They
must not be printed in German,

¢) any finencial partieipation in German news-
papers or influenee thereom by non-Cermans be
forbidden by law and we demand a8 a penalty
for contraventions the cessation of such news-
rl{ll‘l and the imme iate expulsionfrom the
Heich of the partieipsting non-Germans.

Newspapers that are centrary to the general good
must be prohibited. We demand legal oppesition to a
direction in art and literature which exercises a dis-
integrating influence on our national life, and the
elosing of organizations that violate the foregoing
demands.

24. de demand freedom of all religious confessions
in the state, in se far as they do not endanger its ex-
istence or offend sgain:t the feeling of deceney and
morals of the Germanie race. ’he party as such takes
the stend of pesitive Christiamity, without binding
itself to any specifie confession. It opposes the
Jewish materislistie spirit in and outside ourselves
and is convimeed that permsment recevery of our people
esn only ocour from within on the basis of: The Com-

mon Good Before The Individual Goed.



26. For the execution of all of which we demand the
ereation of a strong central power of the Reich, abso-
lute sutherity of the pelitical central parliament over
the entire Reich and ite organisations in general; the
formation of chambers of vocations and professions for
carrying out in the individual Federal States the askele-
ton laws issued by the Reiech.

The leaders of the party promise - staking their
own lives if necessary - ruthlesaly te etand up for the
exeocution of the foregoing points.

Munieh, February 24, 1920.

AC
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December 24, 1938

5 Y OF P. s FROM AMERT 8s5Y

Subject: MNational Socialliet Foreign Pollicy

il tler's foreign policy should not have beem a surprise
to studente of "Mein Kampf"; the only exception being the
present policy toward France whioh may hew more to the
line in the long run.

On the basis of thies policy progress or retrogreasion
has appeared in certain fields under the Kazi regime. TUnder
the head of progreee may be listed the following:

(1) The basis for a national socialist forelgn polloy
was established in a conscription announcement of March 17,
1935, reestablishing the army and shaking off defeatism.

The one event prior to this date which may be noted was the
withdrawal of Germany's delegates from the League of Natlons
on Cotober 14, 1933. Speaking from the getandpoint of the
furtherance of Germany's own aims, thie event mght be oon-
sidered as a gain for the new reglme.

(2) The Anglo-German Waval Agreement of June 18, 1935,
gave Germany control of the Baltic and amounted to a de
faoto recognition of Germany's breach of the Versallles
Treaty. S
- (3) Ocoupation



-2=

(3) Occupation of the Rhine zone on March 7, 1936,
aut off France from her emstern allies and internally
brought a unity of view to the Nazl party and the German
army.

(4) In seeking to promote more friendly relations in
central and southeastern Europe the agreement with Austria
of July 11, 1936, opened up a "gateway".

(5) The League has been an obstacle to Germany's
galning power and any weakening of the League was to Cer-
many's advantage. The flasco of sanctlons agalnst Ttaly
in the Ethiopian conflict was a combination of a long
eeries of such developments.

(6) The Jews and Boleheviem (Communism) bave been
selected in advance as perennial soapegoats for ridicule
%0 maintaln internal political enthusiasm. This maneuver
bas proven increasingly useful to the Kazis.

(7) The anti-Bolshevist campaign which reached its
height at Kuremberg in September, 1936, was almed at Soviet
entry into European politics via the much opposed Franco-
Soviet pact and prepared the way for international friend-
shipes (Bloe Politigue).

(8) The German attack on French policy took the form
of objection to a five-power conference unless the Franco-
Soviet pact wae interpreted and unless Russian influence

was absent from the conference.
(8) The
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(9) The recent stressing of Belgian neutrallty was
an important moral and military gain for Germany and a
corresponding loss for France. AFising in this connection
e & rumor of a *neutral blooc" to include England, Belgium,
Holland and Scandinavia, which would not undertake & priori
to attack Germany om the issue of maintenance of collective
security in the east.

(10) Ozeshoslovak dependence on Germany is brought
home by the recent unilateral German denunciation of the
Versallles navigation clause.

(11) Poland has now adopted an independent attltude
encouraged by Germany though friendship between the two
countries is not increasing.

(12) In addition to the agreement with Austria, the
German-Japanese anti-Communist agreement and particlpation
in the Spanish civil strife manifests further German activity
abroad.

(13) Cilano and Hitler consummated a gentlemen's agree-
ment under the flag of anti-Bolshevism at Berchtesgaden on
October 265, 1936.

(14) The Pan-German Association (Verein fuer das
Deutschtum im Ausland) seeks to maintain cultural relations
with Germane all over the world. “Mein Kampf" foresees
eventual bonds of a closer nature.

(15) Schacht
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(15) Schacht and the "Xolonlal Bund" ure pressing for
colonies. The opposition to troploal colonies expressed in
‘dein Kauwpf" seems to turn the pointer eastward as a natural
corollary to anti-sSoviet polley.

..... Actuasl advancement toward peace in Europe has
been nll recently due largely to Uermany (diplomacy
plus saber rattling), and on the lose 8lde the follow-
ing points appear.

(1) There are indiocations that England feels that
Gersany "must be written off as & bad Job" and England
is re-arming for any eweryency.

(2) Germany has alienated Poland to a certain
€xtent through tue Nazli's activities in Danzig.

(3) Belglan rearwament ocould also be turned to
the auvantage of France.

(4) The Franco-Soviet pact depending on its real
uilitary value can be regarded as a loss for Germany.

(6) Gerwany's internal activities have alienated
Catholiclem and to some extent christianity generally,
and because of the attitude adopted toward racial
matters, justice and real democracy, bad economig
Telatione have arisen with the United 3tates.

(6) Gerwany will seek to realize her aims without

war 1f possible. If not? .....

WE:JF:Dw
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

December 30, 1936

My dear Mr. President:

I have just gone through an interesting despatch
from our Embassy at Berlin on the developument of national
soclalist foreign policy. I think you will find this
subject of interest also and I enclose a copy of the
despatch with a copy of a brief summary thereof.

Fai thfully yours,

e

( ? /i"ﬁ- iﬂ:_;ﬂ_—p)k//b' o —

Enclosures:

Copy of despatch No. 31865,
November 28, 1936, from
Berlin.

Copy of summary of despatch.

The President,
The White House.



January 9, 19W.

My dear Dodd:-

I am glad to have your letter of
December eighth. It 414 not reach me until
the twenty-eighth. Something must be wrong with
the mails or the courier.

From what you write and from what I
read of eventssince then, the ludnﬂ in
Germany seems to be in a rather 4iff t
situation just now. The trouble about any world
conference, as you know, is that 1t would bring
£1fty-five or sixty nations around a table, each
nation with from five to ten delegates and each
nation, in addition, with no authority So agree
to anything without referring the matter home.
From a praotical point of view, the type of
conference is an impossibility uwnless, as in the
case af B.A., there are one or Swo simple
principles on which all will agree beforehand.

That story by Arthur Krook was not
wholly orasy. If five or six heads of the
important governments ocould meet together for
a week with complete inaccessability to press
or cables or radioc, a definite, useful
llﬂtﬂmtwﬂumuhdmnﬂa
be murdered by the others! In any case 1t would
be worthwhile from the point of view of oivili-
zation!

I wish you could have seen those
South American crowds. Their great shout as I
passed was "viva la democracia.® Those pecple



down there were for me for the simple reason that
they believe I have made democracy funotion and
keep abreast of the times and that as a aystea

of government it is, therefore, to be preferred %o
Fascism or Communisa.

My warm regards,

As ever yours,

Honorable Willlam E. Dedd,
American Embassy,

Berlin,

Germsany.



Berlin, December 8,1936.

Dear Judge MNoore:

I am enclosing & letter to
ﬁhe President which I would like to ask
you to hand to him as soon as you have
en opportunity to do so. I shall write
you a letter in a few days; at the
moment I merely have time to get this
off.

Sincerely yours,

. Enclosure. N,u 2 Qun g QO od 0(

fa

<

The Honorable
R. Welton Moore,
Department of State,
Washington.

&,



Berlin, December 7,1936.

Dear Mr. President:

Your addresses in Latin America
heve occesioned & greet deel of discussion here.
The Germen people of the better informed classes
ere most favorsble toward your propositions es
to peace. Some university people, in the presence
of officiels, now as in October-November 1935,
eriticize the regime here, especially its mili-
tarism, which they think will plunge them into
a wer more disastrous to Germasny than that of
1914-18., The Spenish struggle, with Germans
supporting Franco, gives much trouble even to
high ermy officials; but Hitler and Mussolini
think they will come into control of Spein
and still further frighten England and France.

Under these circumstences, I
spoke quite freely on the fifth of December
with the Assistant Secretary of State here,
Dr. Dieckhoff. After his indications of grave
concern about war dangers, I asked him whet
Germeny would do if the American Conference
now in session asked them to join a world
peece end disarmament conference. He indi-
cated more interest thean Dr. Schacht or von
Neurath did some months ego when I touched
upon the seme subject (see my telegram of the
fifth.) This led me to speek freely about the
grave danger of present Germen armements and
Germen-Italien-Spanish relations. He then
said, in & round-about way, that he thought
the Foreign Office would favor such a con-
ference and would support gradual disermement
proposition. His greatest doubt wes &s to
Mussolini's attitude.

The President
The White House,
Washington.



From what information I can get, there
is & rising doubt here as to Hitler's success
in his Itelien, Jepanese, Spenish procedure.,
High army generals were positively opposed to
the recognition of Frenco, end rumors circulate
thaet Hitler fears now that he will not succeed
this time es on former occesions - since Decem-
ber 1935, I enclose & news ¢clipping which shows
how Party chiefs are preaching to the people
the Fihrer's stetus with God Almighty. This
Gross speech is the third of its kind, i.e.,
Gross is the third Party men of high position
who talks this way to teachers, writers and
church people., It is the method of rellying
simple souls to the 1ides that Hitler must
elweys succeed.

There 1s no doubt that democratic
countries in Europe would welcome & call for
e world conference. Thelr representatives here
stress this matter every time I see them -
always confidentiel. Whet Hitler will sey no
one can say, certainly not Forelign Office
officials, But if the Fascists do not con-
quer Spein, I am convinced there will be &
silent populer demand here for internetional
cooperation., Decided success of Mussolini in
dominating Spain would not grestly please
Eitler unless he could teke what he plans to
teke from the Danube end Polish zones. No one
cen say what is the Fluhrer's plen at the
present moment. He 1s here every day now con-
ferring with Party people who have been preach-
ing such sermons &8s &re revealed in the enclosed
clipping. Englend is engaged in a querrel sbout
the King's marrisge; France is divided sharply
es to her policy; Russia is proclaiming her
solid front egainst anybody thet starts a war
in the Balken or Bealtic aress; end all the
smaller democracies are hopeless. It is my
feeling that Hitler 1s simply waiting for
his best opportunity to selze whet he wants.



In case both North and South America agree
to accept your ideas, there might be & world
conference - and Germany might essent to rep-
resentation if the Flhrer Ifsfens to the offi-
clals indicated above and actuelly fears, es
the intelligent people do, that he might not
win a war before 1938. Certainly the debt
situation is bad. A half or two-thirds crop
next year would be & most serious matter.

There have been five or six good crop yields
and these never rise above 80% of the needs

of the country. With & debt about equal to

the total yearly income, with new unemploy-
ment when arming begins to decline and a single
bad crop, the economic situation might give a
chance for & reel international agreement,

might.

Sincerely yours,

Mmm & Js d

Enclosure,
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Berlin, February 27, 1937.

Dear Mr, President:

Before you receive thils, you
will have seen a telegram or two which we
shall have sent. This letter 1s designed
to explain things a little further in case
you have time to reed anything.

Hitler is in e difficult
position. His people are afrald of war,
but not so much as the English and French,
He is trying curious means to unite every-
body. Universities.and schools are all re-
organized with no opponents allowed &ny-
where, hundreds of professors dismissed
or pensioned when too eminent. The Protes-
tants and Catholices must all allow their
children from their sixth year to be taken
in hand by Party propagaendists, Some preach-
ers resist and are imprisoned; others, who
ere very eminent, continue opposition, but
their supporters are declining in numbers.
Several eminent Party leaders go about the
country proclaiming the Fuehrer as a modern
Jesus, reorgenizing all churches on "true
Germen”principles. Mussolini is of course
the modern Julius Caesar, annexing Spain,

Just how real is the alliance
between "Jesus" and "Caesar" one cannot
say, the purposes of both conflicting.
Certalnly there are some doubts. Although
many eminent Germans hope and pray for a
royalist restoration, about all Germans
think annexation or absolute control of
the Balkan states is their right. Hitler
curlolsly promises Holland, Belgium and

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

';_,"r_ d .fh



Switzerland complete independence, yet
authorizes maps in universities, and for
sale everywhere, which show these countries
as parts of Germany. At the same time the
propagande in these little countrles, as
also in Norway, Sweden, Poland, Czecho-
slovakie and Rumenias, secret and public,
contradicts the idea of real independence
of any country where there are any consid-
erable numbers of people of German descent.
Millions of dollars are spent each year in
this direction, and Boehle, chief of Foreign
Propagende orgenization, 1s now the most
important officlal in the Foreign O0ffice
after von Neurath. There are secret agents
of Boehle in all the German diplomatic
offices. What this means one can reedily
see.

Dr. Schecht said to me a few days
ago at a table where high Nazi officials
gsat: "Mussolini is ennexing Spain and later
annexing Egypt - he is our Julius Caeesar.”
I reised some questions as to the dangers.
He insisted that he was right. I ralsed
the point a few days leter when von Neurath
was in Vienna, and the opinion there was not
quite in agreement. However, the Foreign
0ffice has seversl times asserted that Ger-
many would not protest ageinst Italian
annexation of Lgypt. On this occasion the
Foreign Office again asserted Germany's
right to control the "Danube" zone, &nd
hoped von Neurath could unite Austria,
Hungery, Germany and Italy - & slight
fear that Mussolini might not keep his
promises to Germeny, he being & masterful
Machievelli. When I talked about better
commerciel relations with the United States,
the Staatssekretiér seid he favored proper
trade and treat1arrangamants. I asked why



we had received no reply to the State Depart-
ment's invitation to send delegates to the
proposed April conference in Washington.

The reply was that the Economics and Labor
ministries objected - 1.,e., Nazil officieals.

When one, therefore, wonders about
the possibility of a real peace conference
in Washington or elsewhere, the answer is:
Will Germany or Italy confer seriously with
any other peoples when thelr ma jor alms are
to dominate Europe and do it by frightening
the populations of democretic countries?
Several times since I have been here the
peoples of England and France, especially
those of smaller nations, have been fright-
ened so that they ylelded, events in Ethiopla
eand Spein being best examples., At the same
time, great business companies of all demo-
cratic countries have supported the German-
Italien demends by increasing sales of arms
and war supplies, ours quite es much ag others,
Even small countries, like Rumanie, have risked
their own fates by selling war materials.

So, how can & peace conference succeed?
Only through a real economic-finance cooperation
between Englend, France and the United States.
Can this be done? You know how much opposition
English and French businessmen m&de to the
Buenos Aires proposeals - almost as much as
Italy and Germany made through secret propa-
ganda before and while you were in Latin
America., In case Spain is actually annexed
by Mussolini and then Germany proceeds to
make moves into the eastern zone (same &as
the 1900-1914 policy of army officials here),
England and France might be frightened enough
to join the United States in real peace agree-
ments. But one can never know what the DuPonts
and the steel people cooperating in Europe with



I. G. Farben and other corporations would do
under cover, as they did more than once &at
Geneve peace conferences.

You are in the most important
position in the world, with amazing economic
duties at home. Yet real success at home can
not be attained if a world war breaks or if
the mainland of Europe becomes & solid dic-
tatorship. You know the possibilities. I
have simply tried to appraise things on this
side of the Atlantic. I shall once more talk
with high officiasls here, as indicated above
about Germany participating in & peace con-
ference, and wire you the answers I get.

All the really informed internationalists
hope and pray for your success.

Sincerely yours,
Aaahlu¢é??z3‘4hi

P.S. - Have been told more than once that
all this is reported to the Govern-
ment here before or soon after it

reaches you.
WED



Memo to R. Walton Moore
From President

April 5, 1937.
In re-accepting Dodd's resignation to take
effect Sept. lst.

SEE-=Walton Moore-33 Drawer 1--1937
KX
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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
My dear Dodds

I am dictating this just before I leave
for a short holiday off the Texas coast, therefore,
I will not even sign it myself. I am glad to have
yours of April thirteenth and I know you will agree
with me that the debate on the Supreme Court during
the past three months has done more to educate the
Anmerican people in basic principles of the Demoeratic
form of government than any discussion since the issue
of the bank of the United States over a hundred years
ago. Tou are right that the coincidence of the one
hundred fiftieth anniversary of the Constitutional
Convention will aid in publie discussion and therefore,
in publie understanding.

Fill you send me a little more information
on the new Cerman Ambassador to the United States. How
far can I go in talking with hiaz either offleially or
"off the recordn.

iy warm regards,

As ever yours,

Honorable William E. Dodd,
U. S. Ambassador to Germany,

mun, m-
(Pictated but not signed)
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CHILDREN DEPRIVED
OF NATIONALITY
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PEACE BASED ON
' DEMOCRACY

Mr. Roosevelt's Appeal

“From our awn Correspondent
| New Yomg, Arnic 14,
President Roosevelt to-day mads
another strong plea for international
peace based upon democracy, mutual
|eonfidence between nations, and definite
co-operation,

He spoke to the Board of Governors
of the Pan-American Unicn, a body in
which all the Republies jn this hami-
sphere are represented. He urged his
listeners to make sure that the pledges
given at the recent Pan-American Con-
ference at Buenos. Aires wereg trans.
formed into practical action, He said
that demoeracy cannot thrive in an
atmosphere of internationa] insegurity,
i Buch insecurity, he snid, breeds

militarism and regimentation and the
denial of freedom of speech, peaceful
assemblage, and religion. He reminded
| his listeners that he had addressed the

SR bﬂd{: four years ago, and asserted
that mue I:a'ragms.u had been made in
is hemisphere in the interval,

After the President’s address, which
was. broadeast, the microphones were
cut off, the journalists excluded, and
the President made some additional
remarks. privately. 1t s understood
that he defonded the Latin-American
policy of his Administration, .

—_——

J ? Nazi Decree

BEnuix, Armin 14,
The name of Vieth wvon Golssenan, |
betler known as Ludwig Renn, i included
in a list of §) Germans publishad to-day
in the official gazette who have been
deprived of their natj ality, Ly
R:I:I.II'I book * War wi': nni of thaﬁ{
sellers in post-war Ge .
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May 265, 1937.

My dear Dodd:=

Frankly, I was delighted with
Your letter to Bulkley. But because You are
too honest and sincere to be a publicity
eéxpert, you did not realize that that one
séntence about the billionalire would be the
one thing in the whole letter seized on by
the Press and a certain type of false liberal
like Borah.

No one can answer the main points
You made, and we are truly at another very
lmportant ericis. Some of our Democratic
"friends" do not at all 1ike the 1dea that I
may keep on making speeches and radio talks
for the next three and a half Years, They
think that a second term President should be
duly grateful and retire into innocuous
desuetude,

As ever yours,

Honorable William E. Dodd,
American Embassy,

Berlin,

Germany.
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THE WHITE HOUSE  ’ :;
WASHINGTON

| Comp— | U d

June 17, 1937.  V

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY HULL:

Will you speak to me about

this at Cabinet meeting.

FQDnRG
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Berlin, July 15, 1937.

Dear Mr. President:

The death of Senator Robinson
is & sad event, not merely because he passed
eway early and suddenly, but it is even more
unfortunate because of his loyal and able co-
operation in your long struggle to correct
abuses which have so long defeated real demo-
cracy in our country. I knew Senator Robinson -
well, and feel that his loss must be personal
as well as political to you and other leaders
in your régime.

What & tragic situation! oOppon-
ents will now renew their bitter end ill-con-
sidered opposition and perhaps urge ad journ-
ment of Congress without doing the most im-
portant things before them since March. They
will not think of their waste of time, but
only of their imitation of the blunders of
preceding Senates. Think of Cleveland's,
Theodore Roosevelt's (defeat of his very
best program, 1905-09) and Wilson's defeats.
The last defeat was successful because of
Newberry's admission and of the behavior of
that former Missouri Senator! Curious to me
that all the major points, clearly made, in
my letter to Semator Bulkley, were overlooked
énd only the brief statement that there was
danger of & dictator striggle in case the
leading parties broke into factions or failed
to recognize the enormous vote you had in 1936
in spite of eight or ten million dollars spent
to defeat you.

You have a great issue on hand,
perhaps the greatest of any preceding Presi-
dent. It is now more a question of actual

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



democratic success then at any time since the
foundation of our Government - possible except-
lon of Lincoln's struggle for both the Union

and democracy; and you know two Senators and

the most powerful House leader expressed their
satisfaction when Lincoln was murdered, Lincoln's
plan for reconstruction was democratic, even his
slavery attitude.

The Supreme Court has often had very
able judges, but their majorities have nearly
elways opposed democratic principles. I need
not mention again positive proofs of this -
think of the Newberry ruling of the Supreme
Court on Hughes' argument! The Comstitution
does not grant power to overrule Congress and
Presidents' agreements on measures, much as
some lawyers argue that it does. However, an
amendment ought now to be passed by the States,
only millions of dollars would be spent in
critical States to defeat the resolutions to
that effect. No other democracy in the world
has & court to defeat acts of national legis-
latures; and the Nazi papers here have more
then once spoken of our judicial dictatorship.

What can your Administration do in case
your leading measures are defeated? I think
there might be & nation-wide campaign in 1938
on the basic question: whether our country will
save its democracy. With Europe about to go Nazi
or Fasclst, our people might be brought to give
another great vote llke that of 1936. You know
how much propaganda is being made in our country
for Neziism or Fascism - scores of paid agents
active in all the greater citief. I only wish
you and your cooperative friends may be able to
meke our faith in democracy plain to all the
world.

Sincerely yours,
W:‘m & Dodé(

X Sopin cotmrarnaints $ia

a1 f@*-fﬁfﬂn4 woth s,
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THE COUNSELOR

July 16, 1937.

TR:

Please have the attached
translated and return to lr. Moore.

A. E. lMullen
Room 202

JUL1 519374






[ TRANSLATION]

MORGENPOST, Berlin, July 8, 1937,

"GERMANY ENTIRELY RIGHT®
A Sensational Speech of American Under Becretary of
State Welles
DNB, Washington,July Bth.

On Wednesday, Under Secretary of State Welles delivered
an address before the Institute of Public Affairs at Charlottes-
ville, as one of a series of lectures at the University of the
Btate of Virginia, that is held every summer. In his address
he gave a very sisnificent and frank exposition of the of-
ficial American attitude toward the European political situa-
tion, to which all the more importance is to be assigned as
his remarks must have been submitted to President Roosevelt
end Secretary of 8tate Hull.

To begin with, Welles designated Spain =& the battlefield
on which two mutuslly hostile views of life are combetting
each other., But, he emphasized further, the Spanish War 1is
onlvy an outward indication of the disease from which the
world is suffering; it is not the disease itself. The Treaty
of Verssilles, which stemped the conguered as second-rate :7
nations and robbed them of any hope for a better future is
to bleme. The injustice end the false basis of the provisions

of



® —a-

of the treaty of pcace were the main reasonsfor the chaos
which followed, and was bound to follow, the World War.
Then Welles placed himself fully and entirely on Germany's f?
side with regard to the tearing up of the dictated Tresty of °
Versailles by solemnly declaring:
" We ought to have learned during the years
since the Treaty of Versailles that e permanent peace
cannot be founded on feelings of revenge, that mil-
lions of human beings cannot be forced to face =a
hopeless future, that they cannot be expected to de-
vote their whole life to the task of mzking reparation
for the alleged or real misdeeds or mistakes of the
lesders of an earlier generation in their fatherland.
Men and women forced into such a situation always
have tezken, and alweys will take, the first opportunity
to free themselves from such intolerable servitude.

the
"I think thot/orimary and fundamental csuse

of the ills from which the world suffers today is

that the injustices and wrong distributions of terri-

tory after the World Wer have never been rectified

or redressed. And these causes are obviously not only

of a political but also of an economic and financial

nature,"

"Now



America's Program.

"Wow what can the Americen Government do to

contribute its share toward the reouilaing of healthier

and happier world?", Welles then asked. "America has
submitted a broad program, On which she is fully pre-

pared to colleborate:

"l. Faithful observance of tresties, with
respect to international obligations assumecd volun-
tarily; 2. the ebolition oOT reduction of the innumer-
able artificial barriers 1O international trade; 3.
1imitation and eventuel reduction of ermaments; 4.
frequent conferences between representatives of
governments, end free exchange of views.

WIf", Welles concluded, "the Burooean nations on

their part correct the political inequities of the

Treatvy of Versailles, American public opinion will cer-

tainly favor by éan overwhelming majority the collabore~

tion of America with the other nations in the nacifi-

cstion of the worldW,

Trenslator's Note: The German version diverges con-
siderapbly from the original.

——

/



-, Daufidland in vollem Redyt

Cine jenjafionelle Rede des amerifanijden Unferjfaafsjefrefdrs Welles
From MORGENPOST, Berlin, July 8,1937

DNB %Bafhington, 8. Juli

Unterftaatsfelretir MWelles hielt am WMittwod)
soor dem Jnftitute of ‘?uﬁ[ic Uffairs in C€hare
Iottesville im Rahmen einer alljommerliden Vor-
Univerfitdt des Gtaates BVirgina
einen Bortrag. 3: gab in feiner Rede eine fehr
bedeutfnme :ﬂ&m Darlegung der amerilanijden
amtliden Otellungnahme jur europiifden poli-
tifdhen Cage, der um fo grofeve Widytigleit beis
%umeﬂm t, als feine Aus 'b:un?m bem Priifie
enten Roofevelt und AuGenminifter Hull vore
gelegen haben Diirften.

Welles begeidnete zunddft Cpanien als das
Cd)ladhtfeld, auf dem zwei einander feindlidye
Weltanjdhauungen fidy beltdampfen. Aber, fo be-
tonte er weiter, der fpanifde RKrieg ift nur ein
dufieres Anzeidhen der Krantheit, an der die Welt
leibet ift nidt die Krantheit felbft, OSduld ift
ber Berfailler Bertrag, der bie Befiegten ju min-
derwertigen Nationen ftempelte und ibhnen jede
gnffnung uu[ eine beflere Bulunft rvaubte, Die

vedhtigleit und die falfhe Begriindung der
Beftimmungen des Friedensvertrages waren bder
_?auptgrunb fiiv bas Chaos, das Dem Weltlrieg
olgte und folgen mwfte. Sobann ftellte fich
Welles voll und gang auf die Seite Deutidlanos
?inﬁd}tli@ et Berrei%ung bes Berfailler Dittates,
wbem er feieclid) ertlacte:

»IBir follten in ben Jabren feit bem E!u%uiﬂu
Bertrag gelernt haben, daf ein dauernder Friede
nicht anf Radyegefithlen aufgebaut werden fann,
baff Millionen von Wenfden nidt gr'ammlnm
werben tonnem, einer hoffnungslofen Sufunft ins
Auge au fehen, hi man  ovon ibnen nidt er-
warfen fann, ihr ganges Leben ber Aufgabe 3u
widbyien, Reparationen gu leiften fiir die angebs
lichen ober tatfddlidhen Siinden ober Fehler der

tragsreibe bet

“gefiinderen und

gﬂ&tu einer friiheren ®eneration in ihrem
aterland, Panner und Frauen, die in eine
foldhe Lage qedbringt werben, haben ftets und
werden ftets die erjte mthgmgtit ergreifen, um
Fi:[;_ von fold unectrdglider Snedtidaft u bee
reien.

3@ glaube, baf bie Qeiben, an Denen bie Welt
heute feantt, in erfter Binie die fundamentale
Urjadie Baben, dag die Ungereditigleiten und fal-
jiben Gebietsverteilungen nad) bem Welifrieg nie
beridytigt ober behoben worben find. Und biefe
Urfadjen find gany offenfidhtlidh fowoBl politifder
wie wirtjdaftlider und finanzieller Natur,”

Das Programm Amerikas

Was onne nun die amerilanifde Regierung
tun, um an ibrem Teil jum Wiederoufbau einer
Iiid[léﬂm Welt beizutragen,
fragte dann Welles. Amerita unterbreite ein
weitjiigiges Programm, an dem mitjuarbeiten es
voll bereit fet: '
1. Bertragstrene bepiiali
rﬁftnm tnht:tm%t};plt;nlm
ung ober WMilderu
idyen l@dj

ber freiwillig einge-
epflidhtungen; 2. Ab-
ber gabllofen tiinjt.
ranfen im Welthandelsverlehr; 3. Be-
renjung - un patere erabminderung  oer
3{ b fpd Perabminbde b

iiftungen; 4. haufige Befpredungen wifden
BVerteetern der Regierungen fowie freier Mei-
nungsaustaufd,

Wenn, fo {:I]Iuﬁ Welles, die europiifden Natio-
nen ‘ihrerfeits bie politijden Ungereditigleiten
bes Berfailler BVertrages Dberidhtigten, fo werde
bie nmerihnj‘ ¢ ﬁfgtnt[i ¢ Me punf fi l_ﬂid},in
;Pm fiberwiltigenden “Mehrheit die Mitarbeit

meritag mit den iibrigen Natiomen an der Be-
friedbung: der Welt billigen.

o —
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

July 19, 1937.

My dear Mr. President:

With reference to your memorandum of July 17th and to
the letter addressed to you by Ambassador Dodd under date
of July lst, which I am returning herewith, I fully share
Dr. Dodd's opinion with regard to the ability and qualifi-
cations of Douglas Jenkins, our present Consul General in
Berlin.

1 also agree with the opinion he expresses that Jenkins
would be a suitable candidate for promotion to be a Minister
in certain posts. From 1918 to 1834, he gserved continuously
in various posts in the Far East and was only transferred to
his present post in Berlin in 1934, He has had no service on
tnis continent and, consequently, would not in my judgment
be available as Minister to any one of the American Republics.
I think, however, that he would be well qualified to serve
as Minister, should a suitable opening occur, in one of the

smaller European capitals or in the Far East.

The President,

The White House.



o

Robert Frazer, now Consul General in London, to whom
you have just offered the Legation in Salvador is senior
to Jenkins and, in my opinion, has both had a wider range
of experience and is an abler officer. Frazer, of course,
has had experience on the American Continent and speaks
Spanish fluently. Before being assigned to London, he was

Consul General in Mexico City and did there an admirable

plece of work.
Believe me
Faifjhfplly yours, |
Ay
/
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Germen Impressions

Preface

The following pagee are not an essay. I heve mede no attempt
et unity or literary form. They are also by no means & unified estimate
of present conditions in Germeny. Anything of the kind would be
entirely beyond my powers. What I have tried to do i& to set down some
of the more striking things that were seid to me while I wes in Germany,
such comments on these remarks ss seem to me probebly sound, end & very
few general conclusions of my own.

I believe that the principal defects of what I heve to report
and to say arise from the fmct thet I had no opportunity to telk with

people who represent more or less the opposite type Lo the intellectuals

I meen herd-hesded, unimaginetive but shrewd and competent men of effairs

who have few beliefs mbout what is good or bed politically but are chiefly

concerned for the effective running of things in the present and near
future. I suspect thet the opinions of such men would often be very

different from those of my informants, end not less significant.



German Impreseions

In 1914 at the cutbreak of the war I was pretty well mcquainted
with Germany. I had first visited the country in 1895, had spent four semesters
in & German university in 1902, *03 and 'C4, end later had returned for
fairly long vieits four timee in the summer. PBut since the war I ad been
in Germany only once for & single week, under circumstances tmt made it
difficult for me to form clear impressions. Accordingly, when I went to
Germany this summer my qualifications as an observer were good only in certain
respects, for I had no more than a vague impression of the great charges
that hed teken place in the last two decades. It is true that I had at least
the advantage of being well aware of my ignorance of these changes. Cne
experience in particular served ms a warning of thie ignorance: I had noticed
from time to time that some of my old German secquaintances whom I had seen
in thie country had quite honestly forgotten many of their prewar opinions end
pointa of view.

The circumetances of my vieit were éspecielly favorable in that I
wae to meet several important Germane in a quesi-official capecity end tmat
I wae to see a good many others with whom I had professional relations or,
directly or indirectly, personsl relations. In ell, I had conversations, most
of them long conversetions, with some 25 people, many of them professors
and aleo many in other walks of 1life. One wae & former minister of etate,
Another was a former member of the Reichstag, who holds & very responsible
position in one of the heavy industries, another a leader of the Protestant

church in Prussia. There were two students, there were the wives of several

Notet Where I purport to quote remarke of other persons or of myself it is
obvioue that I em at beet parephrasing. I uese this form for convenience., The
statements must not be regarded as precise reproductions of the original remerks.



profeesors, there wes & civil servant, and there wae a man described to
me by a responsible person es the moet intelligent end experienced foreign
newspeper correspondent in Berlin, and there were several others whom I
shall not designate.

I hed made up my mind to try to inform myself es well es possible
ebout certain mepecte of the conditions in the country, and to this end
while in Germany to make an effort 1o listen to what I wae told, to remember
it and not at the time to form judgments of my own, except concerning the
sincerity and objectivity of my new mcqueintances. I alec originally intended
to ask few questions end to avoid lesding questions. In many instances,
however, this preceution seemed {to be gquite unnecessary and not infrequently
a free and untrammeled discuesion arose, which, sc far ae I could judge,
entailed none of the familiar disadvantages of a debate. In fmct, most
people seemed eager to talk, end cleerly found relief in talking freely.

There wes one person who, after receiving me with great politeness
arnd consideration, delivered a lecture of about three-quarters of an hour
and carefully and skillfully avoided any suggestions that I made tending to
lead him eway from a prepered statement thet he had clearly and precisely
in mind. I attach no importence to what he esaid end shell disregerd it because
it ie quite impossible for me to guess how trustworthy his remerke mey have
been. Two other persone were extremely reticent and geve me little or ne
informetion that I could regard ee eignificant, There were three or four
others who, speaking in the presence of a third person or for a short time,
said very little. They slso hardly count. There remain some fifteen or
more individusle, old and young, male and female, of widely different
experiences and occupetions, though all, of course, of the educated classes,

who freely and, so fer as I could judge, frankly poured out their opinions
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and expressed their feelinges mbout a grest wvariety of topics. I shall try
first of mll to put down certain statements mede by these persons that peem
to me sufficiently interesting to be recorded, but I shall not try te
ettribute them to individumls.

I was told over and over sgain that the situstion when Hitler came
into power wes nearly intolersble end wes rapidly getting worse (only one
person explicitly denied this), that nearly everybody egreed at the time that
something hed to be done, and that the establishment of the Nazi regime seemed
to be the only thing that could be done. One informant said that big industry,
which had teken its pert in putting Hitler in, was sorry within two weeks
for what it hed done. But much as moderates disliked the extravegances of
the Nazis, at mny rate for the moment. nearly everybody had agreed that the
step was inevitable. uMost of my informants declared thet in their opinion
many useful things were mccomplished mt the beginning of the Nazi regime
and there is a considerable sgreement that Hitler did in s very comspicuous
degree restore the feeling of national dignity, pride and confidence, thereby
giving a meaning to life for great meeses of the population who had come to
feel that life wes really not worth living. There are some people who deny
all this, but it seemed to me that they were probably so strongly hostile to
the government or so¢ lacking in ability to comtrol their own feelings that
their opinion may be disregarded,

However, I was mleo told in a particularly impressive interview
by & man who made a deep impression on me for his courage, honesty and
gincerity that the formation of a new end deep cleavege in the German people
began at once, and that in his opinion that cleavege, which has grown steadily,

more than counterbalances nll the benefits of the two or three first years
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of the Nezi government. He fears and expecis thet this cleavage will be
the moet importent factor in German life for at lemst two generations to
come.,

In ::-;;n't.rut to the fevorsble, if grudging and seriously qualified
sstimate of the results of the first years of the new govarrment, there was
gubstentinl sgreement in disspprovel of the present situstion. Accordingly,
it seems sefe to sey that in a certein cless or set of people in Germany
s very large majority ere now thoroughly hostile to the government. This
reises the question of the sttitude of the various claeses of people through
the country, end I was told much ebout this by many different people, mostly,
I think, well informed. Here are some of the remarks. The clergy, both
Catholie snd Protestsnt, except a small minority who ot es spies on their
colleegues and who are quite generally regarded as beyond the pale of
common decency, are opposed to the govermment. The great majority of devout
Catholics and Protestante agree with end pretty generally follow their
prissts or pastors. One man whose wish 14+ would be to believe the number
gs large as possible, but who seemed to me exceptionally honest, told me
that this sccounts for 20 per cent of the total population of Germany, say
10 per cent Cmtholic, 10 per cent Frotestent, who are opposed to the
govermment because of their religion.

The peasants, I wese told, should be divided into two clesses,
peasant proprietors and sgricultural laborers. It is said that the peasant
proprietors are now in lerge majority hogtile to the governmemt. The reason
given ie that the minute reguletions imposed upon them, the new lews sbout

inheritance, the conditicns under which mortgages may be obteined, and the



epparently arbitrary snd unsound petty interferences with their everyday
aotivities combine to irritete them, - often to the limit of their endurance.
I feel pretty sure that this is true of many, but cen venture no oplnion
about the proportions., The agricultural lsborers ere said to be more
favorable to the govermment,

As for the industrisl working clmss, I wes given very little
information that seemed to me trustworthy. One man seemed to think thet a
good many former socisliste, if not communiste, with a docility that is
common in Germany, hed mccepted the present regime and come to like it.
Several othere were firmly of the opinion that the working men and their wives
are merely hiding their feelings, which remain unchanged.

It was pretty generally said that the petty bourgoisie, out of
which the Nazi perty erose and in which there were originally high hopes
of better economic conditions, has become dieillueioned, disssmtisfied mnd
hostile. I should guess that thie is certainly true of numbers thst mre
sbaolutely lerge, but poseibly not very lerge relatively. Agsin, I have the
feeling thet my informante were not particularly well qualified to form an
opinion.

The students are ssid to have undergone a great change. Originally
they were overwhelmingly im favor of Hitler. I wes told by e student inm
one provincial university that today 90 per cent of the men studenis in hie
university are hostile to the government. He added that a majority of women
students were in favor of Hitler. The explanation of this latter curlous
fect, given by him, corroborsted by his mother and by a woman of thirty
who was also present, as well es by a professor, all of whom took part in

the conversation, is said to be this. Hitler is unmarried. He is, therefore,



not the property of any one womsn. He is a vegetarian, he does not drink,
he does not smoke, and for countless thousands of German women, especially
unmarried women, he has become a kind of God, They have his portrait before
their eyes at work end in their rooms.

The men students of the universities mre said to be hostile to
the government for the following reasons: They dislike imterference with
their privete lives, and those of the higher social clesses etrongly resent
‘“he suppreseion of the old Corps and Burschenschaften, They find the one
club that the Nazis have met up in place of these others both perfectly flat
and indirectly obnoxious. They resent the attempts that are made to regiment
them and to diecover their private opinione, end for this resson gtay ewey
from certain smaller universities where the system for eccomplishing this
sort of thing works emoothly. Also, they have begun rather widely to see
thet their instruction is not only far inferior to what it used to be, but
much less than sdequete to their needs.

I attach little importence to what I wes told ebout the attitude
of the top of society, whether big businese or old aristocracy, except thet
the trend is unfavorable to Hitler.

Coming back now to the professors, who represent the cless thet I
know best, of whom I saw the largest number end who, knowing more sbout me,
were probebly most diesposed to speak freely, it will perhaps be well to go into
further details. There ie, I should think, all but univeresl conviction tiet
the German universities have been practically destroyed as well-balanced,
all round institutions of learning end of research. There is little hope that
they can be presently restered to enything like their former etate, and the

general ettitude is one of deep depression. The following episode throws light
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on the attitude. It seems to me, though a slight affmir, as significant as
enything in my experience while in Germany. I was dining with an old friend,
a professor in the University of Berlin. There were present his wife, a friend
of here who is the daughter of one of the moet dietinguished Jewish scientiete
of thirty years sgo (the only "non-Aryan'), a pupil of my friend now an
aseistant to him, and a plespant, intelligent medical profeseor from a
provincial univereity whom I had never seen before. After some general con-
versation sbout conditions in the United States which wes not without personal
gignificance because one daughter of the Jewees is already in Americe and
another expects to go to America soon, the medicml professor sald to me
something like this, "About 1910 when as en asssietent I firet began to see
American medical men, we found it necessary to meke great mllowsnces for them
because although they were good fellowe their educetion end training had
obviously been defective and they were cleasrly behind the best Eurcpeans of
the pame mge. Today we lock to Americe as leading the world in medical sclience,.
How has such progrese been possible in e quarter of a century? How far has
it been due to pouring out money? " It wae quite apparent that his questicn
was really the expreseion of e hope that something like this might some day
be poseible in Germany.

To this question I replied about as follows: "We have indeed made
greet progress in America, but nothing like what your question implies.
You are largely in error for two ressons: (1) You and praciically all
GCermans greatly underestimsted the schievements of Americen science 25 years
ago. (2) Todey you congidersbly overestimete our achievements and our present
merits. In short, you errive at far too great an estimate of our progress

by subtracting e quantity that is much too small from s quantity thet is much



too lerge." Thereupon there wes a good deal of discussion, and at the end
everybody egreed thet I was probebly right., For my part I have no doubt of
it. My opinion that the Germans in most respects underestimeted Americans
before the war is no new one and is probebly todey generelly recognized. As
for their overestimate at the present time, at lemst in the cese of the kind
of people whom I saw, it seemed to me almost as obvious es the extravagance

of the unfavorable criticism of America that one encounters in the daily press.
Needless to eay, I can form no estimete of how widely thie new respectful
edmiraetion of America ie distributed, but I should think it probably the
characteristie of a very smell element in the population of Germany and

for the present a factor of absolutely no politicsl impartence. To one
accustomed to the attitude of younger men twenty-five years ago, with whom I
naturelly sssccinted et that time, the contrast is today, however, almost comiec.
Twenty-five years ago I often had & feeling thet it wes necessary to treat
many of my contemporeries among the Germens on the intellectusl level,

beceuse of their neive self-satisfaction, much me one treats the newly rich

on the gociel level, Todey I feel the need to guard myeelf mgeinst over-
respectful edmiration of Americe on the pert of the Cermans.

The mimosphere of fear, though it is perhaps exaggerated by libersls
in Germany and here, is pretty conspicucus in the univergities, and there is
good ground for it. I wes told the following story under circumstances which
made the report seem entirely trustworthy, About s year ago two professore
of the University of Leipsic found themselves at the end of the afternoon in
the Professors' Room at the University, and ome of them noticed as they wers
leaving that a collesgue hed forgotten his brief cese lying on the table. Thay

decided that they ought to look inside to find out the owner in order to return
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it to him, mnd on opening it discovered cereful notes of the privete con-
versations of several of their collesgues, obvliously destined for the
authorities. The result was thet the epy wee cut by his colleagues and
sometime later when he inquired of one of them why he was being cut, he was
told the reeson. Thereupon, he seid "You don't suppose that I mm the only
person doing this, do youl™

The administration of the universities causes unheppiness not only
for reasons of this kind thet are largely emotional, but alsoc on strictly
technicel ground. One of my informents whom I consider particularly trust-
worthy seid to me, "Perhaps the greatest difficulty in Germany todsy is
that men who have the educetion and capacity of chiefs are ruled and ordered
about by men of the mentality end educetion of Unteroffizieren.” He added
that there are two exceptions, the srmy iteelf, which is beyond tle control
of ignorant, incompetent meddlers, and a smell group around Schecht. (To this
I am inclined to mdd, from whet others have told me, & small group eround
von Heurath. Incidentally it ie amueing, if tregic, to think of the feelings
of a person like von Neurmth, m Wurtemberg gentlemen brought up in & hard-
working, cosmopoliten, aristocratic family, mnd, I suppose, & compstent,
diplomatic technicisn, as he now is, firmly embedded in the Nezi regime.)

At all events the universities are run by stupid, ignorant, prejudiced,
lergely dishonest people. Of that I think there can be little doubt, end the
unintelligent mistakes are quite as serious ms the deliberate mcte in their
effect upon competent scholere and scientiste as well as upon the instruction.

I found e few indications of sharply limited hopes for the future

of the universities. Firet, one medicml scientist said to me, "They like to

say they don't need us, but they know that they do." To this I replied
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"Yes, of course, they know that they need physiciste, chemists end medicel
scientists, but what sbout historisns?" He replied by ghrugging his shoulders
hopelessly. I wes elso told by two or tiree people who unquestionably know
pomething sbout it at first hand that the Keiser #ilhelm Gesselschaft ie
probebly sefer from interference now then ii wes a yeer 8g0, and that there
is & prospect thet it will heve some smell radisting influence., In this
sonnection it will be interesting to set down what seems to me = remarkable
end significant coincldence. Some weeks earlier I hed been talking in Paris
with an old friend who is one of the most intelligent Frenchmen I know,
a professor at the College de Frence. He paid to me, "In the present state
of the country with all the financisl and political trouble, the College de
Frence which, in smccordance with its foundstion, is relatively free from
government interference will play a more important part in the intellectusl
life of the country than it hee for meny yesrs. In short, it will perhaps
sgein fulfill the purpose of its founder." It was only about three weeks
leter that a man who hes hed an extremely responsible position in the
intellectusl 1ife of Germany during the last 30 years said to me, "The
Knimer Wilhelm Gesselechaft, being ralntivul} independent of the govermment,
is destined to play & more important part in the imtellectual life of Germany
than it has in the psst, and our greetest hopes center mbout it." The bearing
of these two prectically identical statemenis on the importance of privately
endowed universities in America seems pretty evident.

The influence of the Kaiser Wilhelm Geseelschaft on the development
of the physicel and medical sciences in the universities is likely to be

considerable and in the right direction.
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From another source I learned tiet the orgenization formerly called
the Notgemeinschaft, and which now bears another name more in keeping with
Mozi pride, has been given more momey to be used in aid of research this
year than previously. These I think are small but not negligible signs of
betterment.

The reports mbout the reerulting of young men as scholars end men
of science were uniformly bed or at all svents expreseed deep depression.

I was told by many that in gemeral the able, intelligent, energetic young
men are going either into the army or into industry and that there are very
few who mre teking up university ceresrs, even in the favored physical and
biological sciences, end I think this is entirely trustworthy information,
The result of this and of the events of the pust 25 years may be briefly
gketched me follows: Thers wae no great destruction of life during the war
among university men who sre now more than 55 years old, for meny of them
were alresdy in positions which tended to protect them from risk., On the
other hand, this group has been decimeted through the treatment of the Jews
and of certain others who proved either irreconcilable or unsble to take
care of themselves. The group beuween the ages of 40 end 55 is small because
probebly a majority of those who would have become professors were elther
killed in the war or in some way or other deflected from what would have
been their course. Younger men have been through the evil timee and bave
chosen & university career less often than would have been the case in a
happier pericd. And now the mupply of good young men is gtill dwindling.

The upshot of all this may be expressed in the form of a very rough
eptimate, as follows: Among the professors end dozenten of the German

universities there are lese than half as many able men as there were before
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the war, and their work is not helf as effective as it was at that time.
The rest ere, in general, a bed lot, stupid, incompetent and often dishonest.

I feel constrained to edd that it is my impression that the German
universities had been slowly declining for & quarter of & century before the
outbreak of the war, and that the present situstion represents the result
of & long, slowly descending wave on which is superimposed the result of
a gquarter century of catastrophe.

Cne finsl remark about the universities: I wes told over and cver
agein that there is hardly a first-rate scientific investigator in Germany
who would not gladly mccept & cell to America or to a moderately comfortable
poet in almoet any other foreign country. Needlees to say, I teke thie
gtatement more confidently me an expression of a strong feeling of hostility
to the government mnd of hopelessness for the future than es & prediction of
what people would do.

A few remarks mbout Hitler may be set dewn. I wee told that both
von DBlemberg and von Neurath have been much impressed by Hitler's success
in educating himself about all sorts of techmicel or quasi-technical subjects,
and thet they find their dealinge with him personally reasonably satiefactory.
My informanmt mdded that he had come to believe that Hitler is considerably
more intelligent than anyone had et firet supposed. At this point I put in
a question that I had formulated long before going to Germany, to thies effect:
"Hitler's principal tmsk hse been to rebuild in Cermeny e feeling of confidence,
golidarity, security, nationsl pride, etc. To me it seems that the very best
raw material available in great quantity for this purpose ie the greet mass
of the more unintelligent but devout Protestants and Catholice. Accordingly,
I +hink thet hie trestment of the churches is no less then 'wehneinnig®'. What

heave you to say to this observetion?" The reply wee cordisl sgreement and
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the statement that Hitler is certainly not intelligent enough to understend
this kind of consideration, and thet he is mlso emotionally so devoted to
a few favorite ideas or prejudices that he ie gquite incapsble of objective
consideration when they ere involved. These are (1) the dogme of race,

{2) the hetred end feer of Bolsheviem, and (3) the belief thet his Nazi
religion must be adopted by Germans generally. I wae mlso told that
Schacht hes twice presented his resignation to Hitler and timt on the
aecond occasion Hitler seid to him, "If you retire today, you will be dead
tomorrow."

Another report was thet two of the most distingulshed men of
sclence in Germany went to Hitler to try to persuade him to treat the
Jews better and that they were dismissed with gross insulis. A further
gtory is that he hes mede e politicel testament nominating Goering as his
pucceseor in the event of his desth.

Tt is seid thet Goering,who loves the flesh pots, ostentation,
pnd megnificence, is far more friendly to the rich than Hitler and would be
glad to preserve the old econcmie order with himself ms one of the favored
few. Of course, I heerd s greet many other things sbout Hitler, Goering,
foebbels and others thet are common knowledge, but it is herdly worth
while to go on telking about such questione beceuse there must be hundreds
of people who are better informed then I am.

® % % % 2w =

50 far I have been setting down what wes smid of the present state
of affeire. In many respects, however, trends are more pignificant than
conditions at a moment, and I especially tried to find out what my informents

thought mbout trends. On the whole, the opinions expressed sbout economic
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trends seem to me veluelese, but the estimates of tremds of opinian,
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though rather bewildering, are, I think, significant., Everybody egreee
that the fesling in Germsny wes in genersl very much heppier a yeer or two
Bgo than it was when Hitler ceme into power, end thet moet people were far
better off. There was aleso general sgreement, with herdly an exception,
thet people in general sre less happy todey than they were a year ego, and
that the number of people hostile to the government has been increasing
rapidly in many if not neerly all classes for more than a year.

I suppose it is pretty safe to guess thet this would heve happened
in almost any strong end vigorous govermment coming into power under the cir-
cumstances that existed in Germeny when Hitler began to rule, for under such
circumstances no government could possibly fulfill its promieses, let mlone
the hopes of = distracted and unheppy populstion. But there was, I should sey,
n general agreement among my informants thet something far more significant
than such e normel resction has occurred. This has elready been suggested
in the case of the students by what I have smid, end I think it is obviously
true of both devout Protestente snd devout Catholics. It is doubtful if the
professors as & class have become very much more hoptile than they were a yeer
or two ago, becsuse their position was probably slreedy definitively established
at an earlier date. I think there is little doubt that the wealthier
peapants and the pemsant proprietors generelly heve also become much more
hostile in the past year, end my informants were very emphatic that that is
also true of the smell shopkeeping class and eimiler people. Once more I
think it is fair to eay thet nobody knows much sbout the working man. On
the other hand, some pecple say that the "Kraft durch Freude' mctivities

are having s considerable effect upon large pumbers of people who ere about
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at the level where middle class and proletariet meet.

If one were to average the opinions of ell my informants, opinions
which on the whole are not widely divergent, I think the upshot would be thet
three or four yesrs ago a considsrable majority of Cermans were st least
somewhat favorable to the Nazi regime, snd thet generally the German pecple
could heve been divided into three large classes: the strong pertisans
of the government, the strong opponents, and the rest. Today my informents
believe that there nre only two lerge clesses, the strong edherents of Hitler

and the strong opponents, the adherente making hardly s third of the
population, the strong opponente more then half. Of course, I hsve no
independent means of knowing whether my informente are anywhere near right
in their guantitative estimetes. When one thinks of the different cpinions
honestly held sbout the outcome of s presidentisl election in the United
Stetes, it is clesr that very little importence attachee to guesses of thie
kind, But I should like to say at this point that I found myself more armd
more convinced ms I telked with more snd more people thet there has been for
something over a yeer a strong trend awey from Hitler.

Neturelly there wee a good deel of telk sbout whet is coming. The
general opinion is that the Nezis will remein in power for & long time
and the only hope is en evolution within the psrty. But further, I weae
repestedly told thet decent men find it gquite imposeible to enter the party,
not merely becsuse of their dislike of ite policies, but slso because of
the dishonesty, stupidity, violence and ignorance thet are everywhere present.
In this connecticn certein other remarks about Hitler ere much to the peint.

T wee told thet one of Hitler's most unfortunste virtues is loyalty to his
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old agsocirtes. Now, of coures, the type thet im quelified to meke

e revolution is very far from the type thet is qualified to rebuild. So it hes
come sbout thet he ies surrounded chiefly and the party in general ie made up

of people who are not only inferior in intelligence end ability but who

have the wrong kind of temperament and the wrong kind of mbility for the

work now in hand. In this woy, it wes eaid, & vicious ecircle hae been set

up. Evolution within the perty towerd & better end wiser policy of government
is the only hope for improving conditions, end the very nature of the perty
mekes impossible the recruitment of the kind of pecple who could bring ebout
such & heelthy evolution.

By this time it must be cleer thet my informants were generally
pretty well ell of one kind end thet my informetion is one-sided. I feel
this restriction on the significance of whet I am putting down very keenly
and have no doubt that the people with whom I talked are in no sense a
fair sample of the German population. But, es I seid in the beginning,
they were selected not because of their politienl views but because of the
foct that I had sccess to them either on business or through professional
connections or through old personal associstions. Therefore, I think thelr
pubstantial unanimity of some importence.

There hes been telk recently of the beginninge of melnutrition in
Germany. One man whom I know well end trust, who is the head of & big elinic
in one of the poor quarters of Berlin, told me cleerly end emphatlcally that
there are as yet no signs of malnuirition in ks hospitel. Personally I
regard this one piece of evidence ms decisive. Howsver, I cen well believe
from other things that were said that Germany is very close to the line in

this respect.
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During my stay in Berlin I heard "Heil Hitler" as e form of greet-
ing very rarely indeed, either on the streets or in shops, end I saw no sign
of admiration of brown shirts. On the other hand , when the guard merched up
and down Unter den Linden it was followed by large and enthusisstic crowds.

I should think there can be no doubt that the army is immensely populer todey,
and, so fer ae my observetion is of eny value, the attitude of the public to
the Nazis in uniform supporte what my informants told me. I hed the impression,
although it is not ¢leerly supported by anything ':*..ha‘t. I can now remember that
was soid to me, that a considersble factor in mll this is the old, traditionsl
admiretion of Germens generally for thoroughhess a_ndl effieiency. To mll
appearances the ermy is ae good ee ever and however i.‘t- may be with the civil
gerventa, the ordinary run of members of the Nmzi party are, I should think,
pretty conspicuocusely lacking in these qualities. Indeed, I now remember that
I was told over and over mgain thet the Nazis ere uneduceted peocple, end in
addition to the remark that people of the officer kind ere ruled by people of
the unteroffiziere kind, it was repeatedly seid thet educsation is in the hends
of people of the volkschullehrer kind. This is equivelent to seying that
ignorant, meddlesome, conceited busybodies mre very widely in power.

I wes told over and over again that nobody in Germany wente war
gnd only once heerd anything to the contrary, whem in a company of five or six
people & student remerked that the story was going about that so and so, an
important man in the Nazi perty, had said that the four year plan would have
no sense if it were not a preperation for war {war a 1';churun¢c ae the French
gay). MNobody else sgreed timt this remerk wae to be taken seriously, but I
am confident thet there is a good deal of wishful thinking in the unenimous
opinion of my informante, and of course they know thet they ere individually
end collectively unable to do enything sbout it. In thie reepect I fear that

my informants do protest too much, not dishonestly, indeed, btut wishfully.



- 17 =

Perhape it will be interesting to put down the two extrems
prophesies thet I heard sbout the future. The first represonts the point of
view of some of the more determined end couragecus pestors of the Protestant
church end im subetantislly ms follows: "The struggle between the government
end the Protestant church will continue, end bids fair to be more seriocus
in the immediete future than it has been in the pest. (This prophecy lms
been fulfilled already.) The government will use every meens, honeet end
dishonest.” At this point one of my informents illustrated the methods of
the government by turning to a daily newspeper lying on his table end showing
me the gpovernment stetement issued the dey before thet seven or eight pastors
had just been arrested. He then added thet the number arrested on that
previous dey was not seven or eight but forty-five. "The government disposes
of mll the force end hes neerly every other adventage. However, we have one
pdventage. Our aim is a single one and it will never change. The government
hae meny chenging eims. Therefore, we shall finelly win, but it will probebly
be my grandchildren who will teke part in the victory. leenwhile there will
te much persecution and suffering, but in the history of the Christien church
thet hos often happened and we Christiens have learned thet the fate of the
individurl is nothing compered with e principle."

The second prophecy to which I heve relerred wes glven me by &

German now no longer in Germany, & few daye after I hed left the country.
In his opinion the ermy could overthrow the government at any moment without
difficulty, or with relatively little difficulty, if a few preparations were
gkillfully mede. Secondly, the higher officers of the army desplse the Nezie
in general and dislike the present regime. Thirdly, the dominant eentiment

in the army that prevents immediete action ie the old tradition not to mix
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Perhaps it will be interesting to put down the two extreme
prophesies thet I heerd sbout the future. The {iret represents the point of
view of some of the more determined and courageous pastors of the Frotestant
church end is substentially as followe: "The struggle between the government
end the Protestent church will continue, end bids fair to be more sericus
in the immediete future than it hes been in the pest., (This prophecy lms
been fulfilled already.) The government will use every means, honest and
dishonest.” At this point one of my informants illustrated the methods of
the government by turning to a deily newspeper lying on his teble end showing
me the government stetement issued the day before thet seven or eight pestors
hed just been errested. He then added that the number arrested on that
previous dey was not seven or eight but forty-five. "The government disposes
of all the force end has neerly every other edvantege. However, we have one
pdventege. Our aim is a eingle one and it will mever change. The government
has meny changing eims. Therefore, we shall finally win, but it will probably
be my grandchildren who will teke part in the vietory. Mesrmwhile there will
be much persecution and suffering, but in the history of the Christien chureh
thet hpe often heppened and we Christimns have learned that the fate of the
individual is nothing compered with e principle.”

The second prophecy to which I have referred wae given me by &

German now no longer in Germany, a few days after I had left the country.
In his opinion the ermy could overthrow the government at any moment without
difficulty, or with relatively little difficulty, if s few preperations were
gkillfully made, Secondly, the higher officers of the army desplise the Nezis
in genersl and dislike the present regime. Thirdly, the dominant sentiment

in the army that prevenis immediste mction is the old tradition not to mix
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in politice end above all not to put the ermy in the position of being
responsible for m coup d'etat, let elone e revoelution. Aecordingly, what

will happen is this, The ermy will wait until the time shnll come when in

some way or other trouble arises thet calls for intervention. Such trouble

ig not far off, perhaps a year off, perhaps 10, but not longer. Then, the

army, being in duty bound to intervene, will put beck into power throughout

the country the old faghioned, efficient, highly educsted, well trained kind

of oivil servents, snd there will be a return to honesty and decency in netional
life.

It is a striking fact thet nobody in Germany expreseed such an opinion
es this. I mey perhaps comment on it to this extent. GSome of the elements out
of which the theory is constructed are obviously true and correspond te
relatively permsnent factors in Germany, but the combinetion, especielly in the
mere eleborete form in which it wee etated to me, ie fer too elaborate to
satisfy me, at least.

® = & % % B W

Having now set down, sc far ss I cen remember them, the more
significant things eeid to me while I wee in Germany, I shall iry to draw a
few conclusions,.

I am satiefied that there is & deep cleavage in Germany, and thet
on the whole there sre relatively few people (reletively, thet is to say,
to the numbers in England or the United States) who are neither ardently
favorable to the government nor ardently hostile. I think there cen be
14ttle doubt that for a clear majority the guestion of where they stend
politically is me importent me any other question. In other words, the cleavage

is real and it is significent day in and day out for most people, and conetantly
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in their minde. Moreover, in = measure, emyone who is on their side
politicelly ie a friend, anyone on the other side an enemy. The cleavage
goes right down into femilies and divides them. (If I am not mistaken,
one could find eimilar remarke sbout similar circumstences in Thucidides.)
S0 far I em in agreement with my informante.

I aleo feel confident that the trend hms been for the past year
in the direction that they deseribe. But when the question is mede quentita-
tive I feel myself, on the one hand, quite incompetent to make a precise
estimate and, on the other hand, sceptical of the statements that were made
to me. I mm inclined to guess, however, thet there are at least half mas
meny people definitively hostile to the government ss my informants thought.
In other words, I think it very sefe indeed to say that more than one-quarter
of the German populetion are strongly snd definitively hostile to the present
regime (in plain English they hate it) and thet the number of these people
ig incressing. Secondly, I em bound to sey thet it seems to me unlikely
4thet more than sbout ona-third of the population are strongly fevoreble,
for otherwise I think I should heve seen more signs of support of the
government. Accordingly, I euspect thet the number of people who remain
relatively non-partisan is greater than I wae told. My reasons for thie
guess hmd better be indicated. Nearly everyone whom L saw has had the
old fashioned German higher educetion, and among them there ie a prevalent
tendency to an overimtellectuaml attitude. DMoreover, Germens are et lesst
ns emotional me other people end they have been subjected to viclent
provocations to an emotional attitude for manmy yeers. I heve the feeling

thet at leamst most of my informents are reslly incapable of imagining
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an attitude of indifference es a normal attitude under exieting circumstances,
and yet it seems to me probable that there must be thousande of little

people in Germeny who are very much more concerned with their own everyday
effeire then with considerations of national politice. Moreover, intellectuale
tend to forget how meny people live merely from day to day with a feeling

of reasonable satisfaction when & day pesses with ressonable comfort. Of
course, when thinge get bed enough thet is no longer the case, but as I

heve said there ie no evidence of mmlnutrition in Berlin, and the sufferings
of the Germens today ere what mmy be described ss moral end epirituel rather
than physicel. I should think thest todey the amount of physical pein in
Germeny es in other countries thet arises from disemse is & hundredfold
greater than the physical suffering thet mey be directly or indirectly of
political origin. The truth is thet only one remerk thet I heerd while

I was in Germany implies a tendency to lock et the phenomens with cold
objectivity. Thie remark wes made by perhaps the most distinguished of all
the persons with whom I talked. It wae elicited by my statement that I

hoped to understend end did not wieh to criticize or to form morel judgments.
The reply was something like this. Perheps after all what hes been happening
in Germeny in the lest few years is & process which, apart from its detsils,
wes inevitable and determined independently of the plane or idess or wishes of
any single group of individusls. Perheps, in short, it is the working out

of & politicel, sociel end economic process, alresdy in many respects
determined by forces that were present before Hitler ceme intc power. Now
that I heve put these words down I realize thet they ere my own and that
something less was seid to me. In short, this is my interpretation of the

opinion behind what wee seid, but I think it tolerably correct as en inter-
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pretation, end it wae, as I heve eaid, the only sign of a reslly cbjective
point of view thet I noticed.

This remark implies another. My informants ere, upon the whole,
Judging moralietically. Now I think there can be no doubt thet many of the
thinge done by the present government in Germeny, while certeinly open to
condemnation on any moral grounde that I should be willing to mccept, have
produced and continue to produce reeults which ere in pert useful and not
infrequently neceessary to the well-being of the country. In cases of this
kind the disapprovel of intellectusls, however strong, may mean very little.
In eny case it should be taken with the utmost caution. If there were
evidence that enybody in the present government except Schecht is capsble
of a really mechanistic and objective attitude towerd the problems thot he
has to solve, I should ettech very great importence indeed to this remark,
end should be tempted to reject much more of what I was told than I do
reject. But, me I have seid, the evidence is thst beyond a certein narrow
range Hitler is sometimes even less cmpeble of objectivity than his enemies
the intellectusls, and I think thet, on the whole, one may take it that there
is very little lMechisvellien plenning in the preeent government. Thst is
not to sey, however, thet there is a deerth of selfish, unsecrupulous trickery.

I conclude with en opinion thet is something more then s guess:
In method ss distlinguished from purpose the great weskness of Nazi policy
within Cermeny is the failure to utilize and to exploit systematicelly many
of the strong sentiments that widely exist in the populetion rather than to
ettack them, mand try to change them; for many cannot be changed but are

activated and strengthened by persecution.

August 11, 1937
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Berlin, November 23, 1937.

Dear Mr. President:

I have a letter from the
University of North Ceroline indicating that
Ambessador Josepheus Daniels is managing a
big enniversary meeting at Chapel Hill, &nd
the man in charge has asked me if I would
drop you & note and say that they are very
anxious to have you make an address on the
occasion, which will be next May. Perhaps
you have heard from them already.

+this is a conference of
North Cerolinians greatly interested in
political affairs before which I made &n
address last September. I have the feeling
that it would be & very useful thing if you
could possibly accept their invitation. Pub-
lic opinion, as revealed in North Ceroline
at the time I was there, especially at the
University end also &t Raleigh, is very much
more up-to-date than it used to be and very
sympathetic with your efforts to readjust
the affairs of our country. People showed
also & great interest in international
affairs., I am therefore writing you as per
the request I have just receilved.

With all regards,
Sincerely yours,

Witkiom £-Dodd

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D, C,



Berlin, November 29, 1937.

Dear Mr., President:

You have very kindly thanked
me for my book, which I am afraid you will never
have time to read, though there are some con-
cluslons in the book that ought to be worthwhile.

I might say that in the winter
of 1935, a day or two after the Senate on such
a minority vote rejected your recommendation
of accepting the World Court at the Hague, I
offered my resignation in & formal letter to
Judge lMoore. He and Secretary Hull discussed
it and seemed not to &gree with me., Perhaps
they did not even mention it to you. The
reason I offered my resignetion then was
purely domestic. The men who drafted our Con-
stitution did not intend that & minority of
Senators should always be able to defeat the
ma jority and the President on matters of for-
elgn policy. I cannot take your time now to
give you various evidences of this - the
minority definition in the Constitution was
intended to apply to four great States which
hed & majority of the popular vote, i.e.,
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginis and
North Carolina. We should probably have
missed the Comstitution if this concession
to the majority had been denied. But almost
from the beginning Senators have seemed to
think the purpose was to allow a minority
of the Senate to defeat anything in inter-
national matters that they wish.

If my resignation had been
accepted I would have spoken to various
audiences In the country and made the point

The FPresident,
The White House,
Weshington, D.C.



clear and perheps might have rendered some
service to you &and to our Government, in which
80 many individuals seem to think they can

get a few fellows together and do what they
want. I had the feeling that ome's duty might
sometimes be even to give up an important
position in order to render assistance; and
when I had luncheon with the Foreign Relstions
Committee one day, two outstanding men who
voted with the minority crowd confessed their
shame; and those two votes would have made
your recommendetions successful.

Later on, as it proved impossible to
get any treaty reletions here and as one's
work, strenuous as it wes,almost invariably
proved unsuccessful, I felt that I ought not
to stay much longer and therefore offered my
resignation last spring, and Judge Moore
must heave presented it to you. I am not so
sure that diplomats are worth anything like
what they cost our country. When I see how
many Ambassadors we have and how little they
can actually do, it seems something of a weste
to continue them in service. The whole of
Europe is almost immoveble, the possible
exception being the little countries that can
not do anything, or possibly even England -
and yet we have very expensive services, very
expensive Ambassadors at many posts. I reed
Mr. Messersmith's famous report on what was
wasted in Paris, and I learned that nothing
was ever done. There seems to me to be a group
of men in the Department who do not undertake
to listen to any advice that may come to them.
Nothing proves this better than the treatment
of our urgent recommendations to exchange the
Bliucher Palals for a suitable Embassy which
the Germans were ready to give, especially
through the year 1936. We have lost about
$60,000 a year ever since I have been here



on this metter. The report of the last expert
here states that a company was organized when
the Blucher Paleis was bought and that their
nemes were all kept absolutely secret. This
company bought the Palais for $75,000 and

sold it to our Govermment for $l,750,000.

I have not been able to learn the name of a
single man in that company, end I might add

that it was lmmediately dissolved when the
contract was duly recorded. If the waste in
London and Paris and this sort of extravagance
does not mean anything to departmental adminis-
trators, I can hardly see how we can eavoid a
great waste of the common man's money. The

last polnt I take the liberty of mentioning to
you was the urgent and pressing desire of one

of the richest men in the United States to be
Ambagsador to Berlin. From all I was able to
learn from our service men who really work,

the service of such a man would have been very
distasteful and would have led to the requests
of several people to be transferred. It had
been my expectation to retire September 1, but
you agreed with me to the extent of delaying

the appolntment which was demanded of you and

by asking me if I would not return to Berlin
and remain some months., Therefore, I naturally
did what you wished. As my wife had to rent our
house or be compelled to live at the Esplanade
Hotel the rest of our residence here, there was
nothing to do but make the contract again for a
year. The only limitation of this was to be found
in the fact that all our contracts have a three-
monthse' notice clause. Consequently, I could
retire after being here and giving three months'
notice. While this has not embarrassed me as much
as I thought it would, I do not like to be con-
sldered as ignoring my promises; and Mr. Panofsky,
who 1s 1n grave trouble and has been for two years,
is very anxious to rent his house to the next
Ambassador from our country. If that cannot be
done, Panofsky is in grave danger of having his
$500,000 house practically teken away from him,



especially &s he is trying to migrate to some
other nation. He will not only lose nine-tenths
of the money he would get for the house, but

he will also lose more then nine-tenths of the
bank of which he has been president for a long
time and which his femily hes managed for over
100 years. If our next Ambassador could rent the
house and pay him Americen dollars in London, he
would at least be able to support his family. I
can hardly doubt that the Department would be
willing to have this done if the Ambassador
wished to cooperate.

When I discussed with you the appoint-
ment of Professor James T. Shotwell, I had two
objectives in mind. One of them was that he
understood Europeen affairs, as revealed in his
exceedingly interesting volumes, better than
almost any man in our country. I thought, there-
fore, that his appointment would not only interest
you, but that even the service men in the Depart-
ment would not be able to make any serious
objection. The other reason I acted upon is that
Shotwell is so well and favorably known all over
the United States, especislly in the greater
university circles, that it would be an advantage
to appoint him. I had noticed how frequently he
had lectured to large asudiences throughout the
country, and had also noticed that he approved
almost everythling you have endeavored to do for
our democratic cause. It seemed to me, therefore,
thet his appolntment would add very considerable
influence to your regime. Nothing seems more
necessary in the United States than to have our
universities spprecliate the real problems before
us, especlally in international affairs. I mention
this again to you because I feel considerably
disappointed. There is no other post in Europe
where Shotwell could render such a good service.

I have the feeling that somebody in the Department
has made positive opposition to such an appointment.



I have teken a good deal of your time;
but I hope you have been eble to read what
I have sald., I certeinly am grateful for the
kindnesses you have shown me during my residence
here, as well as on my visits to the United
States. The last day that William end I spent
with you was certeinly a very revealing one &s
to your objectives in life.

incerely yours,

MU{'M E Dodd



December 14, 1937,

My dear Dodd:

Thank you for your note of November
tueaty-third. I hope much to be able to go to
the University of North Carolina and will do so
if 1t is at all possible when the time cones,

Yours of the twenty-ninti has just
come and I don't need to tell you that I have
fully understood your house rent problem, but as
you also know things came to a nead becsuse of
the German forelgn office.

When you get back, of course, T will
explain to you more fully, Iou are right about
Shotwell and I jiope much that I can send him ia
Burope wiere he will be definitely us-ful.

Very sincerely yours,

donorable William E, Dodd,
inbassador to Germany,
American Emhassy,

Berlin, Gerseny.

FDR/d j



Berlin, December 23, 1937,

Dear Mr. Fresldent:

Your most interesting letter of
December 14 Jjust received. It certainly
would be, in my opinion, & great advantage
if Professor Shotwell could be appointed
to one of the vacancies in Europe. I thought
Berlin would be the best place because of
his knowledge of German and also beceuse
of his thorough acqueintance of Zuropean
affeirs, s revealed in his books. However,
I know you have politicel complicetions e&nd
shell understand whatever you are asble to do.

As to your remarks about the
possible attitude of the Foreign Office
here, I am & little surprised. Their
objections to what was reported to have
been & speech of mine September 4 was
supposed to have been entirely settled
about that time. Secretary Hull did not
intimate to me eny difficulties, especlally
when he reelized that a confidentisl letter
hed been slipped out of the State Depart-
ment and mede use of in such & dishonorable
way. However, comment which I hear from many
people in the Service indicates great dis-
trust of one of the higher officiels in the
Department. There is a genersl belief that
he wes the cause of these difficulties.
Personally, I do not know &nything ebout
him; but the marvellously incorrect address
which he delivered about & month ago in Wash-
incton on the subject of Latin-Americen
countries suggests a great deal. The great-
est authority we have on Latin-Ameriecan
affairs says there is no such thing as
democracy in eny of the Latin-American

The President
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



countries. 4 book of his which came out
something over a yeer ago gives conclusive
evidence. Consequently, I was surprised

to see thet a high officiel could make
such an eddress as wes reported to us

here in the Paris HERLLD.

I shall be arriving in Jashington
sometime about the eighth or ninth of
Jenuery, dependent upon whether we have
too many storms on the Atlantic. When I
arrive in Washington I would like very
much to have opportunity of talking with
you about the somewhat chenged Lurope&n
situation. You seem to me to have the
overwhelming support of our people, and
I hope something can be done that will
tend to make an end of warfare.

lly address will be the Cosmos
Club during my residence in Washington.

Although it is too late, I wish
to express our very best wishes for a
Heppy Christmas.

Sincerely yours,

mﬂim?ﬂw



Dear Mr. Fresident:

Just & note: 41t will cost you less time than a
visis.

One thing our count ought never to do: send its
representative in Berlin %o those Hurmberg shows, First
these meetings are the greatest propaganda performances
Turope has ever pulled off. Pundreds of thousands of
GCerman soldiers and Ilitler youth are paraded a week with
all kinds of ermy performances. They try to scare Lurope.
The speeches by llitler, Coebbels and Hosenberg denounce
and ridicule democracies, This has been done in most
offensive manner the last two years. Never before has
any country tried to compel diplomats to attend such
“ffﬂmc'. -

In August 1933 I looked into the matter and studied
oter own performences. 4@ invite diplomets to attend con-
vent ions but never compel them to do s0. Jashington sent
the French Minister home when he began his career by par-
tisen and propaganda work in charleston. Madison asked
fnglish minister's reeall when he attended & purely par-
tisan meeting in Boston (teking part himself) and Cleve=-
land asked the resignation of the nritish imbassedor in
1888 beceuse he had written & letter to a Californie
friend asking him to vote for Cleveland., The letter wae
published. These facts seemed to me to show plainly that
1 should not ettend s propaganda meeting in Murmberg. I
explained to von Neurath and he agreed entirely. Ilepre-
sentetives of all other democratic countries took the
same view and declined invitationse. In 1936 coercive
pressure was put on smaller governments to send thelir
representatives; and several attended to hear democracies
uu-gfrad with commnism in worst sense. The ¥Minister from
Hollend refused to fn end Hitler indirectly caused his
recall == & very able Hollander now minister in London.
In 1937 pressure was applied directly by Hitler to the
representatives of “ngland, Irence and the United St;:u.

T

The President
The White House.



The Englishman surrendered. 1 declined to attend but

had already bought my ticket to Norfolk. You know what
happened, ELverybody but the Norway !inister attended.
The attacks on other countries quite es bad as in 1936.

These are the faocts, Hitler thinks himself power-
ful enough to do such things and he has actually scared
France and England., !es he scared our country. From
the hundreds of letters and telegrams 1 received last
September, when attacked by the Cermans, I can not avoid
the conviction that our country is nine to one, or even more,
against attending Nurmberg propaganda and threatening meet-
ings. If I were in your difficult position, I would say to
our Ambassador: "Do not attend”.

Yours sincerely,
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WASHINGTON, D. C
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Jenuary 25, 1338.

\E70RANDUI. FOR THE PRESIDENT

Wit reference to the enclosed letter frothr. Dodd

to you sbout attending the lest Niirnberg conference, I

think you will recall the poverning clrcumstances. In

=t nla

m
Lg)
]

tne British, the French, and the ren-

i
4
-

R a]

[l

s
Lol

re

entatives of £11 other nations well enough physically

5]

to be nresent, witlh the excention of Russla slone, felt

constreined in the circumstances to accent &n invitation

of the Government, not of en unofflciel nolitical organi-
zation, end attend. T doubt if we would have gotien

for in combeting Naziism merely by falling back 1n company
with the Soviet elone in this connectlon. It was steted
on every hand thet such attendance involved no nolitical
significance elther nro or con.

Whet I am eayins is not intended in mitization of
anvthine Dr. Dodd says sbout the merits of Nezllsm and
he methods of combating 1t. If this visit by the
renresentetives of all the nations somne months ago has

revealsd chbuses end disagreeable acts and utterances on

the nert



the part of the German officinle to the extent Dr, Dodd
belleves occurred, this ought to make 1t easlly possible
for Great Britain, France and 2ll of our countries and
thelr Foreign Offices back at home further to consider

and maybe reviee the »nosition whlch they felt constrained
to take in connection with the last N#rnberg meeting. In
any event, I sheall be interested in having the entir
matter carefully examined.

The letter of Dr. Dodd is herewith returned.

s



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

Jenuary 22, 1938.
Dear Mr. FPresident:

Just & note: it will cost you less time than a

Cne thing our country ought never to do: send its
representative in Berlin to those Nurnherg shows. First
these meetings are the greatest propaganda performances
Turone has ever pulled off. Iundreds of thousands of
German soldiers and litler youth are peraded a week with
all 'kinds of army performances., They try to scare Lurope.
The speeches by llitler, Goeobels and Hosenberg dencunce
and ridicule democrecies. This has been done in most
offensive manner the last two years. Never before has
any country tried to compel diplomats to attend such
performances.

In August 1933 I looked into the metter and studied
otkr own performences. Je invite diplomats to attend con-
ventions but never compel them to do so. Jashington sent
the French Minister home when he begen his career by per-
tisan and propegenda work in Charleston. ladison asked
English minister's recall when he attended a purely par=-
tisan meeting in Boston (taking part himself) and Cleve-
land asked the resignation of the British ambassador in
1888 beceuse he hed written a letter to a California
friend asking him to vote for Cleveland. [he letter was
published. These facts seemed to me to show plainly that
I should not ettend & propagenda meeting in Nfrmberg., I
explained to von Neureth and he sgreed entirely. lepre-
sentetives of all other democratic countries took the
same view and declined invitations. In 1936 coercive
pressure was put on smaller governments to send their
representetives; and several attended to hear democracies
compared with comunism in worst sense. The Minister from
Holland refused to go and Hitler indirectly caused his
recall -- a very sble Hollander now minister in London.
In 1937 pressure was applied directly by Hitler to the
representatives of Ingland, IFrence and the United States.

The

The Fresident
The "Thite House.



The Englishman surrendered. 1 declined to attend but

had alreedy bought my ticket to Norfolk. You know what
happened. Everybody but the Norway llinister attended.
The attacks on other countries quite as bad as in 1936.

These are the fects. Hitler thinks himself power-
ful enough to do such things and he hes actually scared
France and England. IHas he scared our country? From
¥ the hundreds of letters and telegrams I received last
September, when attacked Dby the Germeans, I can not avoid
the conviction that our country is nine to one, oI even more ,
against attending NurhRberg propagenda and threatening meet-
ings. If I were in your difficult position, I would say toO
our .mbassador: "Do not attend".

Yours sincerely,

Mo € Dod

X C&.h P a a//.as.;ud;
O-MD JB u\.krw‘hhﬁﬁi
e LR ) S 8&4..., ¢

u*n¢7 A d ’



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170
	0171
	0172
	0173
	0174
	0175
	0176
	0177
	0178
	0179
	0180
	0181
	0182
	0183
	0184
	0185
	0186
	0187
	0188
	0189
	0190
	0191
	0192
	0193
	0194
	0195
	0196
	0197
	0198
	0199
	0200
	0201

