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The Duke of 1'/ind:sor was surrounde d by,_pro-German 

cabal and many people here suspected t ha t Urs . simpson 

was actually in German pay . I think t his is unlikel y 

and that her strong pro-Germon attitude was t he result 

o! flat t ering propaganda . However , the whole crowd has 

been c leared out . The Court has become respectable a gain, 

and t he situation f rom t he dynastic end is i mmeasurably 

improved. 

MY wife is sailing on the AQUITAN!i.. tomorrow to 

look after some f amily matters, especially one happy 

event of great i mportance since we ar e expecting a new 

grandchild t his mont h . 

AE> she is going to \'lashingt on , I have asked her 

to deliver t his letter to Mrs . Roosevelt , for delivery 

to you , and al so another l ette r which I am preparing and 

expect to finish t oday dealing with t he gener al situation 

here. 

I know you need no advice from me or anyone on this 

sub ject , but I cannot r ef rain f r om telling you how vi t ally 

necessary I believe a wide measur e of discretion is for 

you in dealin g with t he question of neutrali ty . ';/hen you 

l as t discussed this sub ject wi th me , you told me of your 

statement to a group of Congressmen suggesting the possi­

bility of a hostile l anding, for example by the Japanese 

on canadian or !Jexican terri tory . That s hould have been 

enough 
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enough , it seel!IB to oe, to convince any reasonable 

person with any knowledge or t he sub ject . The recent 

situation in Spain perhaps may be r egarded as f or tunate 

sines i t may have clarified t he basic nec essit ies of 

neutrality legislation to some or t hos e whose minds were 

s till in a fog on t he subject . Fundamentally , it i s im­

possible to anticipate and to provide for all t he con tin­

gencies which might arise . This being true , I hav e no 

doubt t he widest possible lati tude should be left to t he 

discretion or the Presiden t . 

Anthony Eden co~tted himself defini tely to oe nore 

t han s year ago on t he subject of a trade agreec ent be t ween 

our country and Greet Bri t ai n . Mr . Baldwin comnitted 

himself on principl e several months BBO and tol d me of an 

announcement which he would make end did ma ke at t he Lord 

L:ayor • s banquet early in lloven ber . ~ui te recen tly, I 

have sent over a report o r a conference I had with Walter 

Runciman , who for t he first time definitely committed 

himself to t he principle of an egre ecent along the lines 

or your agreement with Canada . This statement would not 

have c ome from Runciman without t he approval or the finan­

cial and commercia l i nfl uenc e s in t he Government, which 

bed hi t her to been holding out on us , so that t his merks 

concrete progress towarde some form of trade agreement. 

In 
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There i s however another a spect of the same ques­

tion . J apan in tho Far East is another Power with far ­

r eaching ambitions which affect the interosts of th i s 

oount r y i n t hat r egion , not with the same intensity as 

those which t ouch her very existence , but in highly 

i mportant r espects . The s tr a in upon our resources is 

therefor e ser iously aggravated by the necsesity of 

providing for the protection ot our Far Eastern and 

Pao i fio i nte res t s , espec ially as the most favourable 

moment for any enterpr ise i n t hat reg ion injur i ous 

to our posit ion there would be pr ecisel y when we were 

enggaged in hostil i t i es in Eur ope . The conclusion of 

tho recent German-J~panese agrse~ent is an indication , 

if one we re needed , that 11 we weru ser i ously involved 

i n Europe we could not count even on the neutral ity of 

J apan . Anything therefore which would tend to st~b1lise 

the pos1 tion in the Far East would ~ tanto ease our 

pos i tion there and safeguard us against a~ded embarrnss­

ment in rhe event of t rouble in Europe . 

The advent of the new Government i n Japan may herald 

a change of a t t i tude, end theru are other s i gns that 

the J apaneee may re~lise that the recent t rend of their 

policy has not been to their advantage , and that they 

are contempl at ing a change in the di rection of better 

co-oper ation in the Far East and with the powers wh ich 

have grea t inter ests there . We woul d ther efor e welcome 

an exohange 01 views on the possibil ity of taking this 

oppor tun i ty to try t o put rel ations bet ween the u.s .A. , 
Japan and Gr eat Br i t ain on a foot ing that woul d ensure 

harmonious cooperat i on for the protection end deve l op­

ment of their r espective i nter ests . 

Although ~ - Chamberlain believes it to be t r ue 

that the polit ica l ambi t ions of Germany lie a t the 

4 . 





concerned , the fact t hat the di ocuss!one ha vo taken 

place at all) have been and are for the present to be 

kept secre t . It 1e possible that these conversations 

may lead to more formal contacts \'\'1 th the German IJ.overn­

ment through tho normal channels . This Quest i on i s still 

unde r careful cons i deration by HiS !.!aj eety ' e •:lOvernment , 

and if no pr ogress has been made up to date , it is be­

oauee the mattere r aised by Dr . Schacht have concerned 

not so much ?urely economic matters , with which of c ourse 

he i s fully qual i fied to deal , but rather mat t e r s or 

wider political scope , more particulorly the ret r ocession 

of the e .x-:;&r.man colonies , which have ncceaearily wide 

razn1f1oat1one . 

Mr . O~berlain hopes that this f r ank exposition made 

in res ponse to Mr . Morge nthau•a message may prove hel pful 

in clar i fy ing the pos i tion and showing how it is regarded 

by Hi s ~ajesty • s Government . He earnes t l y trusts that 

some fOrm of collaborat ion may be found possible between 

our t wo countries since he Is pr ofoundly convinced that 

almost any act ion c ommon t o t hem both wou l d go far to 

r estor e confidence to the world and avert the menace wh ich 

now threatens i t . 



My dear Mr . Pr1ao K1n1ttorl 

I han roportod to tho Pru1dont and to 8oorotary 

Hull .,. 1ntoroot1ng and agreeable con•eroat1ono w1tb you , 

and 11tew1oo t booo wbloh I bad wlth Mr. Eden. 

I told tho Proaldont that you would probably be glad 

to Mite a Y1a1t hero 1t ha thought 1t would be dulrablo 

and helpful, 1n oaoo you oan got away and pro•ldod tho 

ground 11 euff1o1ontly prepared l n advance to g1ve a 

roaeonablo aeouranee that ouoh a v1o1t would not be & 

aero eapty gooturo or rooult 1n a a1tundorotand1ng. !ho 

Prea1dent would Ylrf •uoh weloo•• an opportunity to becoee 

woll aoqua1ntod w1t b you and to ha•o a frank oxobango of 

T1ewe on question• or oo .. on 1ntereat &nd concern. He 

bel1e•ea , •• I aa aure rou do, that world e oonoa tc and 

f1nano1al otab111 ty and honoo poaoo depend largely upon 

an onl1ghtonod pol1oy of Arlglo-Aioer1oan oooporatlon. !ho 

.oro, therefore , that roopono1ble ltador• of our two 

oountr1to aoot and exchange vltwo tho leoo llkoly are 

Tho Right Honorable 

Nevi l le Chaaberla1n, 

10 Downing Street, 

London, l:nsland. 

they 
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ther to a1eunderetand one another or to pureue oonflioting 

polioiee. Tbe Preeident recognisee, ho .. Yer, ae rou do, 

tMt a ... ung 'Mtween two heade of State for anr "rloue 

dieoueeion ie a delloate aatter and that lt would be deelr-

able tor an agenda and a tentatl•e baele for rour dieoue-

elone t o be agreed upon betore hand. Tbe quee tion i e how 

beet t o do thle. Do you think it preferable that the 

-u:=r 
Preeident aend eoae one to London for that purpoae or~you 

7 
aend lome one here . 

Ae rou will no doubt reeal l , you auggeated ~en I 

wae ln London t bat Sir Frederick Leith Roee and I baYe a 

talk together. Thle we did and I preeu.e be r eported 

ou.r oonYireatlon to you. The queetlone he ra.lee d, W1 th 

eo .. of which I had no authority to deal, were undoubtedly 

onee that ehould be pureued further and aore definitely. 

In a4d i t 1on to the quee t io ne raieed by 81r Freder1ok there 

aay be o ther queet1one euab ae that of the Pao1f1o and 
1-,._.i .j 

the Far Eaet about wb1oh we bad eoae tentat1Ye d1 eouee1on. 
~ 

The Preeldent and t he Baoretarr of State are both ot 

the opi nion that a eubetantlal trade agree .. nt1 be t ween 

Great 



Great Britain and the United States would not only mater-

ially i mprove trade but that it would taoilitate a aolution 

of other questions wh1oh are ot mutual intereet and general 

benetit, It, therefore, it were poss ible ahortly to 

announce that the two Governments have reached a baeia 

ot aooord autfloient to begin aotual negotiation& on a 

trade agreeiiHint, 1 t 11ight well turniah a logical oooae1on 

tor carrying on tentative oonversationa on other aubjeota 

preparatory to your visit, 

My impreeei on ie that wi thin a tew montha the situs-

tion in Europe may poesibly develop to the point where it 

may beoome possible and advisable to make a oonoerted and 

comprehensive effort to aohieve eoonom1o rehabilitation, 

tinanoial stability, a limitation ot armaments and pe&oe, 

In the meantime, it would seem to be moat desirable tor 

Great Sri ta1n and t he United States to do what they oan 

to open up the ohannela or trade, and turther an improve-

IIHint in eoonoa1o and tinanoial oond1t1ona, and thue balp 

~~k . '?;; 
to prepare the way tor more ::a~fe and peaoetul conditione 

1-

in the world, 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY Of STATE 

WASHINGTON 

May 15 , 1937 . 

Dear Mr . President : 

Enclosed i s a meoorandum handed me by 
Sir Ronald Lindsay this morning . I talked 
ove r with the Secretary the suggestion it 
contains , and t here is to be some further 
consideration given it this aft ernoon . 
Apparently t here is no reason why you should 
bothe r about it a t this moment . 

The Ambassador also handed me tne othe r 
enclosure , whicn you may find of some int eres t, 
and wnich I will thank you to r e turn trhen you 
a re through Vlith it . 

I am gl ad to believe t hat you have come 
back to your desk in the best of healtn and 
spirits . 

Yours very sincer ely , 

I 
Enclosures: ; ......; ( (. '-1~ [ ~ 

Memorandum from 
British ' Embassy, dated 
~ay 15, 1937, rela tive to 
the Spanish Conflict; 
Confidential letter from 
Ambassador Phipps , dated 
!-Pril l o , 1837 . 

The P1·e sident, 

The White House . 

} ) L- "' ' 
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JR ii469, July 14, l p . m., from London . 

(1) ~stsbllshment of offi cers l n Spani sh ports , and 

withdra,.a1 of naval patrol, as soon a• posa i ble; 

(2) ~stobllah~ent of commiss i ons to make arrangements 

for and ~uporvise the withdrawal of f oreign n ationals, 

~d OY-tension of the Nonintervention Agr~e~ent os proposed 
in poragr~ph 5, to follow ( l ) 'S quickly ns possible; 

(3) Rc~)unition of bc11inorent ri ~ts to bec~me 

e.rr.,ctiV<J wh.•n the Nonintervention Gommtttce plnco on 

record their opl.nion that the orra!!,;e.,e·•ts ~or tho '11th­

dr'l\'1Cl of foreign notior,a 1$ Bl'C' worl<ir c, ~atisfnctori1y 

ac<.l th::1t this 11ithdr!lx1ol h~~ in f.lc~ m:llc subst~nt~n1 

progre~s , 

(f) Im.<:~ediot~> action by His .f• jes".:• ' s Govcl"l'J.tent to 
be authorized by the committee . 

~;1'10 . His i•lajesty ' = Gove rn:ncnt to be authorized 

by the ccr ... tittce to cnt<>r i;ncdiotely into discussions 

with the two portion tn "pain or> the following points : 

(1) The estob1ls~~nt or officers ln Sponi~h port~ 

(paragraph 1 (b) shove ) , 

( 2) 1'11thdrai1Dl of foro i&n volunteers ( porogro:>h 7 

obovo ) including tho establishment of the comm13s1ons lr> 

Spcln . 

( 3) The conditio03 Oll r1hich belliGeren t riehts arc. 

to 
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I felt tla&t it would be 14't'ltable to laYUe tbe Pd81 
lllalftUo lilt 'f'ldt oould be pl'eNDte4 U &D oppUWDl\)' 
to• a punl 4ltou .. l• .aoh 1•.. opeoltlo tbaa 1101114 
be .- oaae lf lb. "- 1JU'e to 0011e, elAOe ob't'loul.J \M 
ronlp Daln••'• ndt 11'0\1.14 be ooaoei'U4 a18on uo1-
•1Yo1J wltla poli.Uoa1 atfabt. At J'Oil art aware, .... 
of ~ outtUadlag quenlcao wbiala •"00114 be d.ltMIIltte4 
uc1, lt poadb1o1.MtU.ecl betweea tM Bl'lUIIIa u4 ou­
aolno do DO\ tau wt.wa taw "om•• of tiM rorelp 
lllaln•l'• rol' tUM nuo::& l oOGddtnd l t wlte:r te 
lJWUO \M Pl'lm lliahttl' lt for 00.0 H&IOD M oould 
DOt ..U \M ~OUIMJ' 1 AO 11'0\&ld t!MD be glY• \M OpJ)Ol'tUD­
l!f to dediP"'t• t.lla zaatoer of \At O&blut wboa he would 
• eo\ to tete bh pl&oo. 

I •UI'olJ agna wl tla J'OIII' pi'Cte tlaat OUI' npre­
Hilt&UY .. Ulaad wltlaia \bel:r reepeoUYO ~edlotlOIUI 
.an be ~t at all U 111ee to IIIIJ' otlaer oftlolalt u 
dUa .. of tlllt OOYIJ 1111t 't'lelUq t.lla OOUDt:rl81 M 
*loll t1aaJ an aoondlta4. I • IIIU'e that 110 ou appreo1-
atee till• faot zo:ra fiiUJ' tbaa lorma Dartt hlmaol.f aad, 
111aila I npet utnm1J tM ooaoena *lola J'O'& AaYe beaD 
oooatloao4 beotuoo of JOUZ f oellDg that JDU .. " not kept 
fllllJ laformd. 'b7 Walll1~• Ul4 by loiii&D hllulelt, I Died 
eal{.nltuate that lt OWib fallve ooOUHd, thue -• 
• taaU• ao:r 4lepoolUOG 01a the part of either to dh­
HPI'Il,... 
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may desire t o express . 

Step No. 4 

Upon the compl etion of t he formulation of the recom­
mendat i ons listed tr ansmiss ion of such recommendat ions t o 
all governments. 

It is my belief t hat the proposal in i t self will 
lend support and i mpetus to t he effort of Great Brita in , 
suppor ted by France, to r each the bases for a pract ical 
understanding with Germany both on colonies and upon 
securit7, . as well a s upon European adjustments. Great 
Br itain and France are now equally persuaded that no ap­
proach t o I taly i s feas ible unless this prior under Ptand­
ing with Germany i s successful l y attained. 

Should this pr acti cal readjust :nent be discussed and 
pushed during t he period when the rec ommendations en­
visaged in this Government ' s pr oposal are being deter­
mined, i t i s obv ious that each of the two parallel 
nego tiations will be guided in part by the decisi ons 
arrived at in the other ; t his Government serving as a 
channel of informa t i on, and no more, insofar as the 
negotiat ions bet ween and among the great powers of 
Europe are concerned. It is however probable that the 
influence of this Government with r egard t o the pr oblem 
of limitation of armaments in bot h parallel negotiations 





-5-

tioned, it is possible that they will not acquiesce in 

the recommendations formulated as a result of the 

initiative of t he United Statee. I n such event, which 

would seem to be the wor s t of possibl e contingencies , 

this Gover nment woul d at least have obtained the sup-

port of all of the gover nments of the worl d, other than 

t hose inseparably linked wit h t he Berlin- Rome axis,for 

practical recommendations whi ch would insure world peac e 

and which would safeguard modern civilization. The rally­

ing of public opinion on a world scale t o those pol icies 

which alone c an make for peace and economic progress 

would in it self b e productive of practical good because 

of its i nevitable reper cussions on the Ger man and Italian 

populat ions, as well as upon t hose smaller countries of 

Europe which have been feeline increasingly during these 

past thre e years tha t t he great d emocrac ies have sur­

rendered their leadership and that cons equently t hey 

themselves, as a means of s elf protection, must align 

themselve s with Rome and Berlin . 

Finally, if Germany and I taly solve their practical 

problems with Great Br itain and France it would seem 

probable that their present support of Japan will be 

ver y greatly weakened - at least to an extent sufficient 

to obligate Japan to make peace wi th China upon t erms not 



incon s i stent with the principles of the Nine Power 

Treaty. 
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Ttle rollo-LAc: Sa a Wo•Ar.t:• rrc. t•a r,-t• CJ.nlat-er 

t.o 

'l'ho ?res14ent. 

... . . .. ... ._ ............. . ._ ................ . 

• 

t app~etata .,.t M Pll7 t".e :an: or c:onrtl1•.,c:• •~l~!'l t"e 

Prutden;. haa •~ 1n <:on.all ~\DC M h re.:erd ':.0 !tla Flatt . t • aho 

trea\ly encoun,-.4 to know ~.at -orl •"'ratr-. tta'fo beto:n encac.tll(; Ma 

ettent.lCl'l eo directly- II!IJld t~et ho Ia wtlllng to t.ake ao C('!ur~o:.eoua an 

lnttlatln . The objecte whtal'l he haa in view corrupoQ4 or cou::-te to 

tlle 11ma Mel hopea or Pia UJ.att ' 1 ::oni"''OIIf'nt MCI 1 em. IIIIJit era tor 1 

to htm ror hla 1'1£0rou.a ic.U.hU•a whle:t La dea1~ed to •or'l •• "l: 

n.c'-lon b1 :. .. ~ Lnt ted Sta\ea GoTeM:~e:>t paral.lel ':.o t:.e at,.;u•t. , .. lc!l 

Bta l"ajaet7' a ~1o'nt:-:ent 1n "• t.clt.-4 Jtnecsc- &..'""0 ~l.Dc:. •lth • a 

Ce!\\nl P~o,:, . 

!Ia haa beo.n ltl:polle4 to We t.h!e propoGtll by conaldoret.toa 

or Whtit. he I'IG.a doacribed 111!1 rrot:relft t:lt dat!JrlOnl.tlOO l&. 1Rf.l) .. 'nA\.t,}nll 

rel.at.loaa ra.nd conuc;ue:. t dMLe: of' e:lt'!"Dl conrta,tra.·.~oc . ::o OM • o 

hfts roltawocl ell)aety re.e.-r.~ 4nel~nu ca:-~ Ce.il ~o toe s..;reaecd '1111\ Ul 

u. cr .. t det~era ~at beeet tta •orl4 . ~ :.::e Ot..!fl" he:u! H C.,." t-e 

p.--1 .. tble !.0 look !'or.-ard to 1101110 t.;>:-oft::X!:t. t.n ~l&\41 t'llt roe. 

11"'0"1 co· corroepocdence •H.h hilll \aet IN.·····••er an ... t"!"''CO tnro:"""1G.•.ton Cte~ 

l'UJtl e11\e. t<eac .. ed bl= Pre.a14ont. wtU be aware or the erro:-t.fl ,~.to~ 

nh L:aje.e-:r• • Conrnmon-t ror tholr per~ arc moklne to bl"ln( o.t·out. " 

uarJre or a-_,preaa.aent . t.e d lL be lntorc•t.od to ~ t. at. l""Jl'•nt.ly 

ti1a 3-'ejeat)'' a eo-.e-rr.=ao,; recol "nl4 an e-:qu1ey t'rall U.e Itetlan. 

COTen=eDt. u ;o E:.en ea.neraa'Uoae c old .e :oe-opene4 d ;A Hh 

l.;ajeat.J' . eo .... ~~ tmC \Aat 1D tba h.at r .. da,a 1 . • ,.. ao""4 •l th 

u.a :"ecf'fttary or State U.c"' ~h• lut.e.r aboul..d on January U':.b dtac.~e• 

.-Hb t,o h'ench lachter C"or fonlt71 ... rtaira i n Ce:1eva ~he poeo1hU1t.;,­

or mat1~ o rroob opproe.<:b t.o•&rd• roconctUauc:c wltb lt.Gl; t.llot 

mJcht. brtac eppeuement. to tl·,e &:.cHttrra::ean reO}on at. le .. ~. 

lllo/ •••• 



./ 
(' 

' 

it aucb. oppeuaent. le t.o be eetlevcd 1 t rill not. he upon tl.e baela ot 

bar~a.1n.1.na in which each aide aoek e to •alL:.h up ll't.at 1t •lll ce t. b.LO.Inot 

!to.ly) reote upo.n tl:e ...-lew tl'lctt. we M.d thol o.rc 1.n a. pooll.lon oach to 

uko a contrlbu.Uoa to'6oi'Co the objcct.1we '""both doalre to obta..ln . 

There ~ould b~ no need to dlacu$e ~hether our eo~tTlbutlon were ~rc~'cr 

or Leea thL~ t~elre. ~mat in needed la co ensu:-e tllot t!'te co~trlht.tlon 

or co.eh wi ll , taken wit.h \.h,. contribution or tte o tll.cr , onko up a 

agreement which will bring appea.aeoe.nt . Thus ln U:e eaee ot I taJ.y 

their part, 1t' possible witt authority or LeB.c.nue or Natione, to 

:reeogntee de jure Itali an c:oa.queet. or •b!,•seinla (by wht<:h 510'0:" 

l.-uoaolinl aeta ero.o.t store) G!!.d to t.cko ~ertaln other ucUon tr the;{ 

round that ltollan Covern:nent o:n ~~~elr s!~e "e:-e rea.dl· to t.!ve evtc.ance 

or tbclr 4eo1re to c:ont~\buto to t~o reotoratLon or eont1d~~ee and 

t'rlcndly rela.t.lons. I ~ hopeful that Fsencb Govcrn2Dnt ~ bo 

wtllin£ ~ join us ln this orror~. 

that &11 partleo een and ehoUl¢ make t be lr eoatrtbut1o~ Hie ~Joat~ • c 

Gov-en'Clont are about to tntbaJ"k on a. study or the eltuation roveullod 

by LOrd Hali!ax' e vtatt to Berlin with a view to aee1nc in what ceasure 

Oermm oeplrationa mi&ht bo •uthrtod ~ C.h&t they too could mako tbet r 

c:ontrtbut.ton to a general a~ase:nent and althou£,h this b o vert 

dirt1c\U.t. twe CCl!lpliC.Ot·ed aubJoet T toN"t t hat before lotl£ •e !li.O,Y be 

able to begin our c:onvor~atlana with Germany . 

1 - -ucn tho~o tecta eo that President llttlii1 conatde.r- - what 

haa occurred to mo - whether thore 1a not • rhlt or bin propoaal cutting 

across our orrorta here . It ia probable that the t ta..Uan Md Ceman 

Govenmumta or whom W'O should bavo to aalc: e. eontrtbut1.m that they •111 

be oono \Oo reo4y stvo , udgbt oxcmao o retu.aal to continue nogot1o.tiona 

on tho ground tha.t. tbo au.bjoc'-8 under diacuaa1on - which tor the l!lDet 

part/ .. . .. 



part will be specific end concrete in character - seemed all merged 

in the wider problems which the President contomplatea tackling ee a 

whole . It would I reel be regre t table if whet I nm sure the Pr ee i dent 

iatende to be , ee he himself describes it , action taken by him parullel 

to the efforts which we are making , were round to be capable ot beine used 

to block progress in the direction• which over recent months we have 

laboriously worked out end for which we reel the stage bus at l ast been 

set in not too unfavourable a manner. 

This leads me to ask the President to consider whether 

it would not be wiser to consider hol diag hie hand for a short while to 

see whe t proereas , •• can make 1a begl.nn1ng to tackle some or the problems -

see my le t teT or r.lay 23rd . This would not or course pre judi ce any 
~ 

larger effort that President might be willing to make later. 

I venture to submit theee considerations to the President , 

not because I di ffer in any way from his obje c tive , still less because 

I fall to appreciate t he motives which le~ him to pu t forward his 

proposals , but solely 1n order to obtain the benefit or his opinion as 

to the timeliness or his proposed action. MY rear is thet it the 

President ' s suggestions are put forward at the present time Germa~y a~d 

Italy may feel constralaed to take advantage of them both to del ay 

consideration of specific points which must be settled if appeasement 

is to be achieved , end to put forward demands over and above whet they 

would put for ward to us i f we were in direct negotiati ons wi th t hem. 

I bold myseLf 1a reediaess to consider immediately 

any observations which the Preeiden t may make on the foregoing end 

I shell do my utmost to give them consideration and to reply to him 

W1 thout delay. 

























FS 
This tclcgrnm must be 
closely paraphrased b e­
fore b eing co~nunicatcd 
to anyone , (D) 

Secretary of Sta&£1 

Washington , 

TIUPL!: PRIO!U'fY 

923 1 SErtcmbcr 141 4 p . m. 

A..-/ f..:. .-:-

London 

DntL1 Scpt"mbcr 14, 1039 

!{cc ' ·:l 1~ :55 p , m. 

PRIVAiE A'D S~!'lir i!::J Sll:·~~~v-HL :oR '!'J,E SECRErAJ\Y 

OF STATE . 

t:o DIS'l'RI3lT1'ION , 

I just saw thE Prime ''inistEr . He camr. out of a 

Cabinet meeting and went into a room v•ith me anrl told 

tnt as follows : HE hils been thinkinz every night what 

hE coulc possibl; do , if a crisis sr.ould ar'sc and war 

stoned imminent , to stall it off , Last ni~ht he cane to 

the conclusion, and without nskin::; the Cabinet 1 s p£rml.s ­

s1on because he thought the thing ha~ arrived at that 

ncri ous stat e , hE sent word to H~tlcr thllt he would l i kE 

to go to '3crlin to sec him. l'oday, v1hile I W'l~ there, he 

told the Cabinet and r cc1vr6 their unanimous approval , 

He said he 1'£1 t that 11ny plcm: t!mt aunci~nn ~:~i.;ht now 

preocnt, which i..: v;hr~ the 'rench wanted done , would 

probnbly not be sufficiEnt under thEsE trytng tunes , 

With 
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'.Vi th tho. t t n mi nd hE !'El t it absolut El~· impErat i vE to 

sEnd n mEssagE to HitlEr l ast night and os!< him if hE 

would sEE him to go ovEr thE situation vlith him . Up 

to non h E has not rEceivEd any answ£r . HE fEEls that 

HitlEr cannot r EfUSE to SEE him hOWEVEr for f Ear of thE 

psychologic'll r E'lct i on throughout thE world • H£ sai d hE 

had gr£st fEar as to ~isconcEption r EEar d i n0 thE Bri t ish 

Pri mE l!ini stEr c;o i ng t o sEE HitlEr but hE ~Elt that thE 

timE had conE •:1hEn hE should dEmonstratE to th£ wor l d that 

all Ef:l'orts of hiB wErE bEnt upon pr£v Entin~ war . 

I ask£d him l'lhat hE f i :urEd was th£ grEat Est dang£r . 

HE tol d mE VEry frankly it \'IllS Hi tJ.Er 1 S rEqUESt for a 

plEbiscitE. HE f EEl s the.t that would be rath Er an astutE 

movE on HitlEr ' s part in that hE would try to mak£ th E 

dEmocrac i Es fight againet d Emocratic principlE . HE said 

h E had consi dErEd that and had arrivEd at two answErs : 

first , hE will su0g£st to HitlEr that thE SudEtEn arEa 

tal<£ local autonomy for a p Eriod of f:l.v£ yEars and that 

HitlEr dEmobilizE h i s army at one £; at thE En d of that 

tim£ , to n£rcEivE , othEr rrohlEms and ElEcti ons mi(;ht w£11 

bE hEld undEr th£ auspiCES of an intErnational body. If 

Hitl Er completEly r EpudiatEs that , on thE g round that hE 

wants action immEdiately, ChAmbErlain will suggEstEd that 

possibly 
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possiblv it he done at the end of six QOntha , The 

~rcat trout•l£ with thi~ is that .. 1 tlcr will bE ".'/inning 

a victor1 without bloodshed and mak£ the next cris is 

whEnEvEr on<.l about whatever i t comes •mch cu~ier for 

hlm to v·in out , Chambcrlai:1 realizes thi s o•1t plans to 

sa1 thnt he is pr epar ed to talk col onies , economics c r 

a n1 o ther big plan f or the p eace nf the world, without 

dcfini tr: C0"1T.: i tc"1Ent a- tl1is ti;ne 1 but will try to cct 

the aoprov ·•1 of the ri t i sh public u· "li tl e~ ''ants to 

tall< lotu;incs~ . He will. t El l Eltlcr that 1'£ has comE 

to t:r~r to formul ate n settlEMent for :torld nolicy Pnd 

•hnt after nll G:;ccho:~lova~rin is n srnnl l incidEnt i n 

t hn t b i C cmtsE, I f this is t urn ed do·:m, England will 

hnvc tried cvcrytlu nf nnd node every su~~cstion that they 

can and hE will then tell HitlEr that he vr1ll f i ght on 

thE side of Fr ance , ChrunbErlain told me that Fr ancE hno 

not been advis ed of thi~ yet for fEar of a lcnk, but h£ 

has been info~cd in the last 48 hours ~hat r~cy arc 

bccomina lts:J a nd lc:~s rlnxiotts to fie;nt and :1c is sure 

t h ey will tl~ow their l1nt in the r11r when they hear of 

this plr1n , 

He is now .taitin(' word f r om Hitl er and as hE went 

out of the room he c.skcd me to ·:;ioh him luck a nd pra1 

for hir:t , 

CSB 













Text ot meaaa l$e f rom t he r rtane n ru s t er t o 

Herr Hitler , Sept~ber t 8tn, 1~38 . 

"Ai' t e r reading your letter l fee l 

•certain that y o1 c an £e t a l l e f aent1ala 

"witnou t war and wl tno n de lay . I am ready 

"to come to lierl1n rnyaclt' a t once t o dlecuee 

">~rrangementa fo r t runafer with you and a 

" rer reaent ative of the Czech Government, 

" together wi t h representatives of Prunoe and 

" Italy i f yo~ desire • 
.. I feel conv i nced we could reach 

"ugreewent in a week. However much you 

"distrust the ?ragua Oover~nent 'e intentione 

''you cannot doubt the pow•· r or the Br i ti sh 

"and Prench Governments t o see thnt proo.Uees 

"ar e carried ou t f a irly und fully and fort hw1t n . 

" As you know I have etatec1 , ublicl y t hat we a re 

~prep&red t o undert ake that they shull be eo 

"car r i ed out . I ounnot believe t ha t you will 

"take the reel'one1bll1'ty or etorting a world war 

"whi ch may end c1v1l i za t1 on for th.e sake of a 

"1'c• na,ye ' delay i n Ret t lins thie long standing 

"~ rob leu• . 

BR I Tl Oil lUoiBA GSY I 

VIA!Jil!IIOTUN 1 D. C, 

September 28th, 1938 . 



~ext of .eeaaae eros the r ime »1n1ater t o 
·1anor Aueeolin1, ep t~ber ~8th , 1~38 . 

•r have to-d~y M ·~ reeead • l • et 
•a .. , eal t o Uerr H1 tlor t o abetain tro.n force to 
vse tt l e the SUdeten ~roblem •hich r feel aure 
Mean be .. ttled by a short diecuseion and wil l 
Mgi ve hi~ the e••ential ~erri tory, pop~lat1 on 

"end protection tor both t he qudetene and Czs cha 
-du ring t ranefer . I ha ve offered myeslf to 
~go at once to 1erlin to dlscuea errangemente 
"wlth Oai'I:Ulll Mnd Cze ch repreeentetivea llnd , 
"if the Chancel lor desires , re~reaentntivee aleo 
Pot I taly and ·ranee . I trurt Your Excellency 
"will in!on:~ the O~rman hancellor that you 
"are w1ll 1ng ~o be re!Jreeented and urge him to 
"agree to 'Q¥ propoeal whi ch will keep ell our 
"people& out. of •ar. 1 have already guaranteed 
•that Czech ~rom1eao shall bo car ried out and 
•reel confident that full asre~ent coul~ be 

" reache d in a week . 

B!HT I lit !:'IU\AJ SY , 

>'.S!.l 1'10-'0N, D. C. 

September ?8 t h , 1938 . 
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M• JOHN STEWART BRYAN 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

I- I 'l 

In :crercncf' t:> toe o:<ololE visit 
o1' .is ~.~jest:: , GonrrP VI , I spol{p r"cently 
'it" ~1 ,.. i{onal'l Li•1•sn·• ~.n•! point,. '>t t that 
-~ 1n• Britlab n·tion mndP its flrct •rnanPnt 
'IE'ttl~>m,.nt nt J•J IPSt•n~J , t1at wa~< (me spot to 
which t he Kin' coulc1 come v:i tb " sensr of 
renl i ty t !i'l t woul•l not be a f forded by •u1y ot:-tcr 
plnce in AmPric~ . 

But •• • ·t "rnr "n:' oolitic"t 'lr ·eo­
·rqph l C'<l con'IOt <tt lons , t 1"r e ~;as a not 1er ulace , 
n'l'1ely t.,e Colle<-e of i lliaJ" enJ .ury , w'1 icn , 

- . 

l t seen.s to r •. e , • .. Juld be devoili of •tny noli t ic'!l, 
mili t nry or trAde ~~ m!f'icence ·Jecttul\e tht<t Col ­
lrr•P, f ouniiPil in lh9'< , "'AS thP fi'·~t in"tituti.on 
of' 'lipher lear n i n· to hl've e Ho~·el Chnrtcr in 
.Arwrloa . The Chi' rter 11as .·rr,nted sprocificl\lly 
by Their r.'ajesties , ~in· ,',ill.iaJn III er.t ueen 
·.c~~ ry . It was ,.iven spacial privile•o" in land 
tHXIltion and -an""'Ol no• ers . It AS •ivPn o C·JPt 
of Ori'.S Sio'OPd by the Collc~e of c>r• 1 S -,::I ":SS 
e.nbellished wi t b bulluillt'S reputed t ' howe oeen 
uosl pned by Sir Chrtat op!lP \'oren 'llld .mdouht cdly 
emnnating from tho t;urv eyor Genr>rc>l ' s offtcP in 
L<m<lon . 

Presi<len t; Roosev elt htmsel t' c .. me tnPre 
and rPceiva<i e. de •ree in 1934 ·•nd if the King were 
t o come , !IS I oointud out to Sir l·Jn••ld Lin~.;S•ly , 
it ooulci have only the i mplicati onr hioh the 
ph1·ase- maker Caesur used when he s11 1 In C"f'IPli­
Tlentint" Cicero : '1! woul··l r atuer be frunous !'or 
hliv in~ extend eel tho bounclari es :>f lor'll' 1 t 'tourht 
t hnn hA V tnr: enlnr1:ud t he boundari.,s Qf 'tenon rule ." 

(c:>ntlau"d n n rt re -e) 

















somE thing quick ly for thE IntEr30VErm.lE nt al Conuni ~t. E E 

but thEn I havE ~E En dojns that for four mont~s . 

I saw thE Prb1E !~ini s t c:r touny to lr.troducE Scna tor 

REynolds who hfJd rEqUE;J ted thE in t roductj 011. No official 

businESS diSC1133 Ed . 

J\DTNEDY 

E!·.tB 
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