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Doar Ur . Seore tarr, 

BRIT I :lll RlWAS$Y , 

~IASII IIfO'l'Otl , D. C., 

J anuacy :5rd , 19 40 . 

I haYe been instruct ed to i nform 

the Pros1dont i n confi dence that Ilia 

l.la jeaty ' a Oovernr:umt 1n tho Uni too Kingdoc 

and the French Government have Clade a oolll­

munioat1on to the Swodiab and llorwegi an 

Governments to the following effeot : -

Ha vin13 regard to the 

La ngue resolutions on help !or 

Finland , Uia Wajoa t:r ' s Oovorlllllent 

and the Jlrenoh Government are 

g i ving a l l the i ndi rec t aaai a tanoe 

i n their power and t ruat that the 

Swedi sh and Norweg i an oovernmenta 

wlll do the aa~:~e and aff ord all the 

neoeaaar:r/ 

7 of :>t11te o r the United States, 

•1n~~:ton . D. C. 
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neoosaary raeili t ioa ror help 

to Finland t'r0111 other aouroea . 

His UaJosty ' s Oovernoont and t h e 
Prenoh Oovor nment assume t hat 

the Swedes and !Jorwogl ans oan not 

be indirt'orent t o the threat t o 

the whole or }lor thorn Soandina via 

involved 1n the subJuaation or 

Fi nland, and that Lhoy wi l l be 

prepared to examino t be quoatlon 
i mcodiAtely in a spi rit of mutual 

solidar i ty . As t heir own at t i tude 

must be an iaportant consideration 
in this eJt&Dinnt i on , H1o li!Ajesty ' s 
Oovornmant and t ho French oovernmont 
g1 vo an a s surance that t hoy are 
concerned wl tb the preservation ot' 

the/ 
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the integrity and 1ndopendenoe or 

Sweden and Norway aa well as or 

Finlan~ . and are t herefore prepnred 
to consider 1n what circumstances 

end i n wha t f orm they coul d give an 

aasuranoo or holp a gn1n9t the 

poaaible oonaequenoo or theae 

oountrios aasiating Finland. 

I should be •ery grateful if you 
would be ao kin~ aa to convey t h is tnrormat1or 
to the Pre•1dent . 

Believe me, 

Dear Yr . Seorotary, 

Very •1noerely your•, 

( 30D) LO'rHIAtl 
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The President of the United St ates . 

.-
f . . 

1235 . .... .... 
' 

'-. 
~ .. 

FIRST L O RD OF THE ADMIRALTY 



~ to the Pneid r '" 
PNa I rr .. 1111 atoM ~ 11 1, lMO 

.. tPROPOSBD DSSMJI m !HI DU'I'IAL C'OI1ifRI!I a OOI'J 
ot whlell he -111111 alH ~ ucrapW eopy ot -aace 
*lell ... rel•••• at ltaile Jl'ap\ • M I, lMO a4 
rele111 t. pra,.ecl 4lpl-tte ... ,.r .. tl- ot • wr 
Welll a\t&ebd .... t.o -•as- t'la Pl"t.e llintat. 
C'b t •1•'• abow\ Mr. •11• alftletpa\ecl trip alii u•. 

lla .. 11. hl' r Ita a a l•lMO ( liS II eopJ:-'-lt t. lHO) 







February 14 , 1940 

For copy of the Pres ident ' s longhand lett~r to Chamberlain 

of Feb 14 , 1940 t o be pr esented by Sumner Wel les on his Secret 

Miss ion abroad. 

See:Surnner We lles- Drawer 1- 1940 







COMMONWEALT H or AUSTRALI•A . 

UR . PP.r ID!2lT: 

In hMdine to YOI.l t.od· y let'k<t't! by which 7hc King , my 

Soveroien , acercdlt& me t.o be Hi:l ~jcd.y ' e Envoy E.xtruordinun• 

and 1Unie tor Plonipot.ent.b.ry 'td.th the ~pecit~l object of rept•erent1n& 

in the United S~tct the inturc:t~ of th~ C~on•enlth of Austrtlih, 

I u co:::.nnded by His Usj eety to convey t.o you hit' l•o;JC t.ht~.t. Lhc 

nppoint;;eni of c lilni att•r easpcci&l.ly chareed w1th r PpreHnt.ing 

J.ut~troli&n ll!'fto.in • nill tencl to atr enc:then st.ill furtlotor t.h~ frit<rully 

r elntionr- bct.tNf.lt.n the Uni;.L-d Stvt.c" ill"W Bri thh Co!:'.montrealth of Nn lion_ , 

On behUf of HJ.F blt!JePt.Y 1S Coverr\nlt"nt in t hll COtii!IOOwt•t•lth of 

Au!;tralia and oi' the }ttct.rolitn Pf:O?lt- , I COIWt•Y their l'tf·t .,..i: hfiF for 

your pcrscnv.l hep~ine&h and i'or the ~0!-j..o>rity fi nd ... tll .. b .. int,; or the 

nntion 0\'or •,;}-,o::~ da:\tinh>s you preai de . Th& l..natralian Ciov~>rnment 

bel1o•·e:~ that. Ute cret t.lo!J of thi:. new link ucroHI the Plac!fic :ohould 

be in~trur.:ent.rl in !'urth~'l' aciv .• nclnt. tht f r luuirh1,, t.f't\ .• • 1\ our t.too 

COWl trios , Nhich it alro.-uiy •,;ell founded on the bAr>eF of mttur 1 lnterert , 

cOlAWon ~<>litieul i denb o.nd Eimilt~.r Wfi)'S of life . 

I net:t<i ~Y toeeure you, :.a- .Pr•·tli<.~nt, th t. I t .. nl 11hrc.y v 

be '::t:f anxious endeavour to do &11 that l i es in oy po.oe r tu"V.r..;..- thet"e 

ends . It lo a gren t gatiefaction to oe to be entrusted with a mls~>ion 

to a gr ed. ecuntr;r with which I have lu..d :~.uch t~-gret ·blt• 1--ersonv.l 

4!'iSOCit..tion~ , 

The ner. link ~hich is beine forced 1~ described in the forD£1 

l~.n-.~age of diplomecy as "an exchant:e of JUni&ters betr.een the Unit~d 

Stnt.ee of Amer1ce end t..hti Commonwt::'llth of Auot.r.o.l1~ . " But tho wclcCt~C 

which I tvwe l"f.>Ceived here nr)d thr1l. which (twnito the M1niot.cr for th~ 

United St.:.. tee in /.ustralio 1nd1Cflt.e t.Mt. t.h<e M " devt-lorG{'nt. oi£ht. be 

bat.te~ dc~cr!bed 1n a simple phra~e ae the v tretching of t~ h4n0s of 

fr!endohip bebecn your country and our~ across t.ht> Pacific . The 

Go\'c!'Nlont to •hich I tt.lll r espondMo hor-fli ''"'\ bolbv,.tt t.hht fro;. 1118 

1nnovution will flow mo~t benef!c!,.l r"'t·ultr. to our b·o countrif'~ . 
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J 
THE Ra!ARKB Ot' THE 

NEV~Y APPOINTED MINISTER Or AOSTRALIA 

THE RIGHT HONORABLE RICHARD G. CASEY, D. S. O., M.C. 

OPON 1EB OCCASI ON OF THE PRES!'liTATI ON OF HIS 

LETTERS OF CREDENCE 

Mr. Pr esi dent: 

In handing to you t oday l e t t er s by which The King, 

my Sovereign, accr edits me to be His Majesty ' s Envoy 

Extraordina r y and Minister Plenipotentiary with the 

speci al object of r epr esenti ng i n the Oni ted States the 

inter ests of the Coounonwea.lth of Australi a , I am com-

.--. 

mended by His Majesty to convey t o you hi s hope that the 

appointment of a Mini ster especial ly charged with r ep-

r esenting Austr alian affair s wil l t end to strengthen 

still further t he friendly r el ations betv1een t he United 

Stat es and Br itish Commonwealth of Nations . 

On behel f of His Maj esty' s Gover nment i n t he Com-

monweal t h of Austr a l ia and of the Austral ian people, 

I convey their best wishes f or your personal happiness 

and r or the pr osperity and well- being of the nation 

over whose des t ini es you preside. The Australi an Gov-

ernmen t believes that the c r eation of this new link 

across 
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your country and ours across the Pacific . The Govern-

ment to \',hich I am responsible hopes and believes that 

from t his innovati on wi ll f low most beneficial results 

to our t wo countr ies . 
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