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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.,

Parsonal and Seeret— ¥ay 19th, 1940.

//"n
Dear Mr. President,

Mr. Winston Churchill has
i{nstructed me to send you the enclosed
apprecistion of the military situatlon in
Burops, which was despatched from London
late on the svening of May 18th. I expect
to receive similar messages from time to time
in the future and have inatructions to send
tﬁu:u to you for your personal and sacrat
information 1f you would care to have them.

Bellesve me,
Dear Mr. Presldent,

Very sincerely yours,

/

;:’-»/ﬂi‘?n-‘

The Fresident of the United States, REGRADED
Washington, D. C. UNCL&SSIFIED
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UNCL. s31F| ED BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

?-@E'—' May 20th, 1940
w Dear lr, Fresident,
After our conversation on lay 12th
I telegraphed to the Foreipgn Office to ask
if I could be informed of any other ways in
which action by the United States Government
might be of assistonce to the Allied Govern=-
ments at the present Jjuncture, over and above
the armament needs that heve already been
comunicated to you.

I have now received four more
telegrems from the Forelgn Office indicating
various matters connected with the economic
and financlal aspects of the war in respeot
of which action by the Unlted States

Government,
The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.



-

Il

BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Government would be of tha greatest

asgistance, Copies of these telegrams
are enclosed herein marked A.B.C.D,

Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,

{ottsune

I slso enclosze a further operations

telegram jJust received.



The re-armement programme cutlined in President Roosevelt's
spesch to Congress on May 1B8th will make hesvy demands upon all essentisl
materiels, The Allied Covernments wre anxious that thelr export eontrol
gohema shall be admipistered in such o way 28 to meet imerican re-
armament requirements aos well as thelr owm. The obJects of Allisd
oontrol schemen are (a) to ensure their own suppliss and (b) to deny
supplics to the enemy direet or through neutral channels. It ls
expacted that a similer systam will be extended in the very near
future to the overseas possessions of Holland and Belglum.

If the United States Government warse prepared to put info
upnutian’buth in the United States snd in thelir owerseas territories,
& control scheme analogous to that opermting in the Allled Empires,
this in present ciroumstences would be of pardinal importence in
1imiting Germany's war effort and would do eway with & largs pert of
the frietions ipeviteble in the adninistration of contraband control.
In such elroumstences the Allies would undertske thet priority of
distribution of all avelleble supplies would be determined by
sonsultetion between the United Stetes ond the Allled Governments so
a8 to secure the interests of both parties snd of peaceful noutrals.

Should the United Stotes Government with this end in view ba
willing in prineiple to impose an export licensing econtrolato permit
egquivalent sction through the cperation of the navicert syetem, on
commodities produced in the United States or its overseas territories,
the order of priority of surplies of ell United Stetes and Allied
produce to ell quarters would !n is suggested be sottled by mutual
sonmultation mnd subject to such practicel machlinery as might be
devised. His Majesty's Government would atiach grent lmportance to
the adherence of South American Goverrments to any such scheme and

belisve thot the President, if the principle were ascceptable %o him,
1 'lﬂ'dlllf L]
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would sgree that this could best be secured by himself approsching
thao direct in the first instence, The United Stutes Goverrment
would no doubt wish to aveid an extension of export licenaing
systens as batween the United States snd other American countries.
Bhould ths United Ztates Government conslder that
discussions might usefully bYe pursued along the forsgoing lines
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom would in view of the
urgency of the matter prefer thet initielly they should be with
the United States Goverrment alone and at the earllast possible
moment, and they would suggest meetings to oncert deteiled

plang either in London or in Washington,













Tel egram deapatched from London
on the evening of May 19th.

-Gf&'n»{ ¢
et
Western Front.

1. There is no further informmstion sbout the
bombardment reported yesterday on Saar. The French
Second Army et end East of Sedan snd Prench Sixth Army
elong the Bouth of German break through have held their
Eround.

2. On front of French Ninth Army apprecisble
bodies of French troops remain on Olse and detschments
are reported still to be operating as far forward as
Vervine, Mondrepuis and Trelon. The German main
effort continues to be towards north-west. They had
approached 8t. Quentin and captured Bohsin and Le Cateau
by 19.30 hours on May 1&6th. There is alsoc a bridge-
head in Forest Mormal area. They have additional minor
bridgeheads in 8t. Quentin srea, but main break Appears
to be thelr penetration to Bohain and Le Cateau. It is
believed that Germans are ueing bulk of their armoured
divislions end seversl motorized divisions on front of
French Sixth and Ninth Armies. It is supported by in-
fantry divisions which are advencing by forced marches in
and west of Apdennes. The Germans are reported to be
very tired. Further German penetration north west would
constitute a grave danger to lines of communication of
British Expeditiomary Force. A defensive position
 has been usged on line of canal du Nord from Peronne to
Douai manned by Britiah troops. A small force extends
this line along river Hcarpe to Tournai.

3: North of French Ninth Army the position of the

French/




French FPirst Armmy is rather in advance of positions
held by French Ninth Army end B.E.F.

4. The B.E.F. was reported at 19.00 hours May
18th to be withdrawing according to plan to the line of
the river Escaut between city of Tournai and Escke during
the night of May 18th-19th. They had not been presged.

B Cn the left the Belgian Army, unpresged by
enemy, is showing a netural dieinclinstion to withdraw
a8 strategy demands. The line to which they were
withdrawing on night of May 18th-19th ran through Ghent
along Canal to Terneuzen. At Antwerp all dry docks and
heavy cranes and sbout one hundred and fifty thoussand
tons of petrol and oil have been destroyed by us and one
lock has been blocked,

6. Air. The German use of dive bombers, in
conjunction with armoured divisions on ground, continues.
It 1s certain that in this connection airersft have had
orders to harass civilian refugees in flight with a view
to undermining morale of French. Delayed action bombs
which go off at lntervels after twenty minutes or B8O,
after traffic has begun again, have been used. Royal
Alr Force fighters have been instructed to concentrate
on combatting this form of attack wherever possible.
German air bombing attacks have also been on asrodromes
and ports. Our aerodrome at Vitrys was bombarded and
eight Hurriesnes were destroyed on the ground. Dunkirk,
Calais, Dieppe and Bologne were bombarded during last
night. The atteck on Dunkirk is reported to have been
heavy and part of town was on fire,

7. Yesterday afternocn eleven Blenheims successful-

ly attacked troops and communications in ares of Landrecies -

Aveanes/



Avesnes. Three Blenheims were lost, During last
night, twenty four of our aircraft attacked communica-
tions at Namur,

Dinant, Gembloux and Givet. Heporta are
satisfactory. Twenty-two alreraft attacked oil
targets at Hanover. Twelve maintained continuous
patrol over Krefeld and Kamen with object of disorganis-
ing rallwayy Mearahalling yard, and dropped bombs.
Heports are mstisfactory. Twenty-eight aireraft
repeated attacks on oil targets in Hamburg snd Bremen.
Mines have been laid by air off Dutch Coast. All the
sbove aircraft returned except one.

a. Preliminary reports indiocate that at least
sixteen confirmed and aix unconfirmed enemy aircraft
were shot down by fighter patrols operating from this
country during May 1B8th. Our known casualtlies are 6
Hurricanes confirmed and three unconfirmed.

9. HNorway. Enemy sir attacks in Narvik area
continue.

10. HNorth Sea, A mipe-layer was mined and sunk
off entrance to Humber on May 18th. On May 18th onas
of our sireraft delivered a dive bomb on a U-boat
twenty nine miles N.N.W. of North Rona and claimed one
hit. Two other submarines were attacked. These, and
other indications, may foreshadow a recrudescence of -
boat ectivity.

11, South Atlantic. An anemy reider may be at gea.
Indications are that mines off Cape Agulhas, the sighting
of a guspleious ship on May 2nd, and fsct thet British
ship "Seientist" (6,199 tons) which left Durban April

27th is overdue. Two German merchant vessels have
escaped, one from Canery Islands and the other from Azores.

Theege may be acting ms supply shipa.



BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCGTON, D.C.

May 20th, 1940
—SEeRIF—

Dear Mr., President,

I enclose herein for your
confidential informetion a copy of the
latest telegram from London regarding
the military situation. This was
despatched at mid-day today.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

K/&%

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

REGRA[}ED
UNCL ¢



REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

Telegram Despatched from Londen on May 20th, 1940

e

Weatern Front.

German armoured fighting vehicles
were reported advancing towards Valenciennes
this morning. The German tactics aim at ax-
ploiting success with utmost spesd and vigour.,

As soon as opposition 1s met at one placa, the
line of attack is changed. The advance 1s made
regardless of situation on flanka.

It 1s understood that French second
army was today attmcked by German mechanised
forces. No detalled reports are yet availablae,

The French first army is now satisfactorily in
line with British Expeditionary Force. The British
Expeditionary Foree withdrawals hava gone according
to plan, unpressed and with comparatively small
losses from enemy dive bombing attacks. It is now
kmown that in addition to successful demolitions
at Antwerp, many tugs, wvaluabls salvage plant ecraft
and a large quantity of barges, some from interior,
ware successfully evacuated.

Alr.

For last three days, four enemy long-
range bomber "Geschwader" have been inactive., Con-
firmed Oerman losses up to and including May 17th
were seven hundred and nine. The reports of losses
for May 18th, so far as recelved, show fifteen

confirmed/
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BRITIGEH EMBASSY,
WASHIMCTON, D.C.

May 2lst, 1940,

%? Dear lMr. President,

I enclose herein the thrae
lateat reporta from London on the
military situation.

Beliave me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Vary sincerely youra,

REGRADED o
UNCLASSIFIED

The Honourablae
Franklin D, Roosewvelt,
President of the United States
of America,

Washington, D. C.



SReRET—

Telegram despatched from London on

May 20th, 1940,

Ihgturn Front.
East of Montmldy Germans are not taking

offensive,

To West the French second army holds Canal
de Ardennes-River Alene with sixth Army continuing line
to Chauny thence Crozat Canal to 8t. Simon. A French
tank countersttack yesterday from Laon northwards
reached River Serre where it was held. Oermans have
blown up some bridges amlong south flank of their
break through. Obvious inference ig that this is to
protect thelr flank to help them in their exploitation
in a northwest axis advance,

. French ninth army is attempting to hold line
of 8t. Quentin-Cambrai, but situation here is obscure.
Cambrai was in French hands at 8 p,m. yessterday.

It is certain that enemy armoured fighting
vehicles have penetrated both French ninth army and
Qntnchmnntu of British troope previously reported on
lins of Canal du Nord from Peronne to Douai, but it
is not yet known in what strength. OGerman armoured
fighting wehicles are reported at Bapaume and
approaching Arras from southeast and at Vitry five
miles west of Doual.

3. Purther north, Prench first ermy extends to

line through Valenciennes to join with British

Expeditionary Force at ksulde. The HBritish

Expedlitionary Force having successfully withdrawn to

lins of River Escaut, are in position as far north as
- Audenarde, Belgians carry line through Ohent to

Ternsuzen,/
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Terneuzen on coast, Right flank of British
Expeditionary Foree is protected by small detachmenis
holding bridges along line of St. Amand-DecWal Canal-
Labassée-Bethune, There has s8till been no very great
pressure on either British Expeditionary Force or
Belgians,

4., It seems already that main German thrust is
northwest towerds Channel ports, It is estimated
that they have been cperating in salient s minimum of
20 divisions, 8 or 9 of which are armoured, 4
motoriged infantry and rest normal infantry divisione.
These latter had their heads on line Hirson Beaumont
on night of May 15th-May 19th. This main thrust is
gtill being opposed by ninth army.

B. puring night of May 19th-May 20th Royal Air
Force bomber effort concentrated against German
communications leading forward through Ardennes.
Preliminary reports are satisfactory. Hits were
registered on raillway station at Gembloux and canal and
river crossing st Hal. All our aircraft returned
gafely. During yesterday our fighters shot down £9
sircraft (confirmed) and s further 14 (unconfirmed).
Pourteen of our Hurricanes are miseing. Day attacks
were made on enemy concentrations on Rivers Sarre and
Aisne by Battles escorted by Hurricaneas. Attacke were
guccepsful but six Battles failed to return.

6. Qerman air force continues to be employed

as before mainly in direct support of their bresk
through. There are reports of small parties of German
parachutists being landed in neighbourhood of their

break through well in advance of their armoured forces.
A/
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A French column moving up, when fired on by & small
perachutiet detachment like this, is liable to be
considerably delayed before it realizes weakness of
opposition. Such parachutists also cut telsphone
lines, intercept despatch riders and generally do all
they can to increase confusion,

Beandinavia,
T A very heavy concentration of 200 enemy
aircraft was reported yesterday at Vaernes Aerodrome
near troops, and sccordingly was bombed last night.
Details are not yet available., British Forces have
now evacuated Mo.

North Sea.
a. Reports have been received of German mine
laying by air in Thames Estuary and on both sides of
English Channel as far as Isle of Wight.
9. Results of our air attacks of May 1B8th-
May 19th previously reported. B8ixteen of our
aireraft dropped 25 tons of HE bombe and a number of
incendiary bombs on their target at Hannover causing
a8 large explosion and several fires. Portion of
bridge at junction of Rivers Meuse and Sambre at
Namur was seen to collapse. Hits were observed on
Marshelling Yerd at EKMln-Eifeltor, Wedau, Vohwinkel
and railway junction at Bagel., Several sircraft
detailed te bomb Bremen and Hamburg failed to locate
their targets and returned without dropping their
bombs. Of all aircraft engaged in these night attacks
only two failed to return,




Telegram despatched from London
early morning, May Z2lat

Western Front

Early this morning the Germans were
roported to be attacking Arras but ne confirma-
tion has been recelved subseguently. With
regard to eatimated positlion of heads of German
infantry divisiona given in this morning's
telegram 1t now seema probable that at leaat
porticna of their infaﬁtrg are further forward
than was previously estimated. It 1s now con-
sidered probable that some German infantry will
reach Le Cateau today. At the same time the
following information obtained by air photograph
illustrates administrative diffieculties from which
German troops in salient must be suffering: all
aight bridges at Liege have been completely
demolished, There are no pontoon bridges. These
axtracts are of course not exhaustive.

2. For first time in its propaganda
broadcasts OGermany is attributing to Allies inten-
tion to use poison grs on VWestern Front. The
Germans made exactly same accusations befere polson
gas attack at Ypres in April 1915. They have also
recently revived their accusatlions of use of
polaon gas in Foland.

3. Additional information just recelved
states that French seventh army is now continulng
l1ine on the left of French sixth army, through

Ham/







Telegram despatched from London (ﬁ‘}e
Q)

afternoon of May Elst

fiastern Front.

1. East of Montmedy thers las no
change though there has been pressurs at Montmedy
itself, Between Montmedy and 3t. {uentin there
appears to be no change; enemy are still holding
this 1ins with motorized infantry, probably
supported by one Armoured Division, as a defensive
flank.

2, Botween St. Juentin and 3t. Amand
position is still obscure. French reslstance 1s
ati11l continuing in places and yesterday Forét de
Mormal was reported as having bean recaptured.
Thers are however conaiderable geps through which
mechanized foroces have passed. 8ix German Infantry
Divisions are moving up from the East and should
approach this line teoday.

3. Exaot extent of German penetration
is not known but last night German armoured fighting
vehiaoles were reported to be all round Arras though
tha town 1tself was successfully held by British
troops. This morning alr reports have bean received
of German Mechanized Units advancing on Abbeville
on either side of the river. Another enemy column
was sighted at Frevent, which 1s belleved to have
turned toward Abbeville; tltar?ltiulr it might be
making for Boulogne or Calals; though the strength
of these German Mechanized Columns is not great

it/
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it is obvious that they serlously compromise the
lines of communication of British Expeditionary
Foroea, French north of break-through, and line
withdrawn from Belgian forces. Our alr forces arae
at present on the way to bomb these enemy Mechanlzed
Columns.

4. On the morning of May 20th Prench were
reported as holding successfully the Line of Hiver
Esecaut from Maulde-Conde-Bruay-Bouchain from
St. Amand to Bethunean improvised force continues
to hold a defensive check protecting the British
Expeditionary Ferces from the South.

§. MNorth of 5t. Amand four Divisions of
British Expeditionary Forces ere still in position
of the River Escaut up to Aunannrdo;thuuu ware heavily
attacked yesterday by probably two armoured and two
motorized divisliona, Oerman elements got scrosa the
river but were pushad back. Object of these attacks
may be to force British Expeditionary Forces from
Audenarde to the north. Belglans are in position
as yesterday and have completed thelr withdrawal in
good order.

6. It seams ¢clear that German thrust con-
tinues to be directed on the ses with a view to
cutting the line of communication of the Allled Forces
nerth of the break-through. Main axis of German
advance now appears to be in a northwest direction
south of Arras.

7. During the night of May 20th and 2lat
the Royal Alr Forece gave immediate support by bombing

columna,/






REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED
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L8,

BRITIEH EMBASEY,

SRR WABHINCTON, D.C.
r’ﬂ May 22nd, 1940

Dear lr, Fresident,

1 enclose horein a copy of the latest
telegrems regarding the military situation which
were despatched from London this morning.

My Government understands that there are
now two or three United Stetes warships at Lisbon.
They think 1t would be very useful if they could be
kept there for the preassnt, In the first place
enything that tends to deter Spain from entering
the war will meke it easlier to keep Gibraltar in
Allled hands., BSecondly my Government thinke that
if the situation deteriorates in the Medlterrancan
*Firth Column® action in Spain and Portugel will be
promotedby looal Germans against the régimes of

Goneral Franco end Dr., Salszar, both of whom wish
to/

The Honourable

Fronklin D, Roosaovelt,

Proaldent of the United States of Americs,
Washington, D.C.
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counter-attacked today.

Alr
2. Enemy air forece operations maintained
Yesterdesy and though no information received from
British Air Force in Prance intensity of theas
cperations appeared greater than on previous three
days. Total confirmed German aircraft losmes up to
May 20th are 756, not ineluding aireraft brought down
by British Adir Force in France during last three daya
88 no reports received, On May 20th and night of
80th/218t May bomber aircraft Buccessfully attacked
enemy armoured vehicles, transport and villages
Packed with troops., 011 Plents in Holland also
attacked with success, Enemy columns moving westward
also boubed Buccessfully today.

Petrol.
3. It 15 estimated that Germany's petrol
reserves were gufficient to enable her to cArry on
Present activity for about 12 menths though imports
from Roumanis and Bynthetic oil sources are increasing,
Estimated stocks destroyed by air action at Rotterdanm
and Amsterdsm deprive Germany of supplies sufficient

for about 3 weeks of waprfaps at present rate of

expenditure,
ﬂﬂimigﬂ!s
4. Cnly few German troops reported in Bouth

Norway which is hela by 8.8. and Oestapo. Two
divisions said to be passing through Lillehammer north-
westwards, probably towards Mordfjord, Aandalsnes and
Trond jhem.

British/







Telegram despatched from London on
the morning of May 2lst, 1940.

Norway.

Rallway from Trondhjeim is reported open
nésr as far as Mosjoen. Germans have outflanked
Allied positions south of Mos joen which is now
probably in German hands.

Germans have withdrawn their Poeltions on
high ground south and east of Lake Hartvigvd (eleven
miles north east of Narvik). Their present positions
are not known. In 8ildvik area (8 miles east of
Narvik) they are reported to be repairing railway to
Bweden.

German air losses in their Norwegian operations
up to end of April are estimated to be 212, This
figure includes losses due to our bombing of air bases
but does not include crashes and other demage behind
lines of which we have no knowl edge. During May
8ir activity has been comparatively little and air

losses would be correspondingly small,



| il

—— [%F,.
» 2.C.,

EGR BRITIEH EMBASSY,
UNC| . SAS?FE’EJ WASHINGTON, D.C.
May 23rd, 1940,

Personal and weeretr—
A
L Dear Mr. Fresident,
.

I send you herewith a copy of

the latest telegram regarding the military

sltuation which was despatched from London

late last night.

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Believe ma,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

iyﬂf-un_,

Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of May 28nd.

Weatern Pront.

1. General lack of information in last twenty-
four hours owing to difficulties of communication.
Between Montmedy and 8t. Quentin there does not appear
to have been any large change. Arrival of German
motorised divielons mcting se & flank guard at Ham
early May 2lst confirmed and German claim domination
of Laon area. German defensive flank slong line of
Alsne-Olse cansl now consists of eight infantry divisions.
Little information about St. Quentin-Cambrai area but
main weight of enemy attack appears to be before line of
Cambrai-Bapaume-Albert, An enemy column was bombed
at Frevent and is then believed to have gone into hiding
for remainder of the day.

2. Heinforcement to defenses of channel ports
have been sent from England. 8trong air protection
1s being provided along French coamst to cover movement
ef troopa and stores.

3. On north face of galient Allied lines appear
to run from Arras area eastwards along River Scarpe.
Position of the British Expeditionary Force and Belgianas
believed largely unchanged since yesterday. Belgians
like British are fighting well. No newa yet of any
big German thrust in this area.

4.  British Expeditionary Force counter attack south
from Lens-Douai area towards Arras was in progreass at §
Psm. yesterday but informastion mot yet available as to
result. Arras believed held by British.

B Enemy columns which reached Amiens yesterday

morning/



-8

morning have explored north-east towards line 8t. Pol-
Abbeville, Heconnaissance detachments reported on

coast near Montreuil. Believed no enemy movements 80

far north of line S8t. Pol-Hesdin-Montreuil. Germans
reperted to be pushing reconnaissance elements from
Abbeville in direction of Treport (20 miles weat of
Abbeville). Otherwise no further advance north of River
Somme reported. {

Ga It ie believed that Germans intend to strike
north from Amiens-Abbeville area in direction of Calais
and Dunkirk. Heports indicate that there may be beat
part of three armoured divislons in former area,

T French report that nearly all tanks BEENn are
thirty-five ton type, a few larger ones reported.

Alr,

8. Information as to enemy amir activity yesterday
lacking owing to communication difficulties. There was
however continued activity yesterday over north coaat of
France and Calais and Dieppe were bombed. Twenty
Junker 88 were seen off North Foreland but did not
approach coaat. Boulogne was bombed lest night.

9. Yesterday our aireraft attacked in area of
Montreuil-Abbeville-Fravent directed against Oerman
armoured forcea. All roads were blocked with all kinds
of traffic and it was difficult to distinguish friend
from foe. Heavy raids also made lest night on road and
reil communicetions in area Aachen-Dusseldorf-Crefeld
also on Namur-Dinant-Aaschen ares, Railway and road
bridges at Namur were severely damaged and hite are
claimed on railway bridge at Berang (near Liege) and
road bridge st Dinant, Four aircraft failed to return,

Snlndinavigf
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RE BRITISH EMBASSY,
UN CLGRA DED T;uulua*r:.rn.t:.

ASs
IFigp May 23rd, 1940.
~Ssereti— o
Dear Mr. President,
e o I send you herein a copy of the

latest telegram from London regarding the
military situation, This was despatched
from London early this morning.
Believe me,
Dear M~ President,

Very sincerely yours,
!

L fleczar

The Honourable
Franklin D. Rooasevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from
London on the morning of
May E23rd.

Weater ont.

Difficulties of communication continue.
While there is no reason to suppose that enemy is
deviating from his attempt to reach the coast in force
he has manifested in the last 24 hours less activity
than previously, his operations having been restricted
to pushing forward armoured reconnaissance units. This
delay probably due to difficulty of maintaining
momentum over long lines of communications and also to
our bombing activities. It is considered however
that resumption of thrust cannot be long delayed
and that it will be probably continued in northerly
and north-westerly direction from Amiens area. GFerman
High Comnmand probably consider possibility of cutting
off Britiseh and Belglan forces to be of greater impor-
tance than propagenda wvalue of approech on Paris.

France and Belgium.

2. French Firet Army reported holding line
Arleux-Bouchain-Valenciennes-Bleharies. Ko change in
general line held by British and Belgian forces at
present. No definite news of British counter attack
southward from Lens-Douai towards Arras.

3. There was further incresse in German air force
operations on May £lst. Alreraft from ell long range
bomber Geschweder in Germany were identified ms operating,
including units that have been inactive for the past
few days. Operations were apread over coast of
Holland and Belgium, Straits of Dover area and over

north/



-

north-esst France. One long range bomber Geaschwader
equipped with JU B8's ia believed based in Holland
probably at Amsterdam. (Note: OGeschwader is group
of one hundred and twenty asircraft). A dive-bomber
Gruppe (39 sireraft) previously based at Cologne is
now operating from Belgium. Enemy eir attacke on
Boulogne and shipping in vieinity were made today.

4. Further reports now received indicete that our
raide in ares Aschen-DHsseldorf-Krefeld and area Namur-
Dinant-Aschen on night of May 2lat - May 22nd scored
hits on four treins and on seven railway junctions.
Considerable damage also done to railway at Aschen.
Although presence of refugees hampered operations of our
bombers yesterday in area Montreull-Abbeville-Frevent
& number of attacks were succesaful. Qut of totel of
184 sorties 8 aircraft were losts

Scandinevia.
B Germans are in contact with Allied forces at

Strandjorden (twenty miles nmorth-west of Mo).



Aty REQ P Vol
R 6
UNCLASSA‘Dfa 8 MBASS
£ RITIEH EMBASSY,

e WASHINGTON, D.C.
7
\,j&' May B4th, 1940
* Dear e President,

I encloge harein a copy of
the latest telegram from London
regarding the militery situstion,
This was despatched late at night on
May 23rd.

Beliesve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

Z/dauqﬂ

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. 0. .
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Telegram despatched from London
on svening of Mey 23rd, 1940,

Western Front,

1. From Montmedy to west no great change in
situation of French second and sixth armies. Believed
French second army has withdrawn slightly in Sedan
area as result of attacks. OGerman flank guard now
raported in strength up to Amiens, where they have
blown up bridges and are in contect with FPrench
geventh ermy. Heads of their infentry divisiona have
reached Peronne.
2. 0n north of ensmy salient our light
defensive screen on line St. Amand-Leus-Bethune in
position. British counter attack two daye sgo met
more reslstence than expected but was successful and
has eased situstion in Arras and along River 3ecerpe to
east. Three divisions now in position from Arras
towards east joining with French who carry line to
Valenciennes thence north through 8t. Amand, In this
counter attack 400 Germans were captured, 300 killed
and a good mumber of tanks destroyed. Yesterday
morning French fifth army counter ettecked with two
divisions and at ten a.m. French 26th division, after
meeting little resistance, reached just North Cswbrai,
where they wers still at four p.m. They reported at
the same time heavy enemy attacks on Arras.
A Guards Brigade (less one battalion) with anti-
tank guns snd tanks landed Boulogne yesterday are in
poeition around the town and reported in sction.
Enemy tanks reported cloee to this town. Dunkirk has
been bombed and reports indieste enemy tanks moving
in/
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in ite direction. Our own wen worked throughout
last night, Three enemy tanks reported nine miles
south. British navael and military suthorities are
coordinating in functioning and defence of Dunkirk,
Celais and Boulogne.

4, Our withdrawal to river Escaut was carried
out with very few casualties and practically no
materisl was lost, but supply situation of EBritish
Expeditionary Force is now reported ms very serious.
Arrangementes are being made to land supplies by air.
B, In area of Boulogne-Arras-Amiens it is
estimated that five German armoured divislons are
operating. It appears that role of this group is to
secure Boulogne, Cslais and Dunkirk, It is belisved
that four srmoured divislons are operating in area
Valenciennes-Avesnes-le Catesu-Arras, Heads of
foremost infantry divisions are believed to have
reached line of Peronne-Cambrsi or even beyond this.
6. Bupply situation of Germans must be very
difficult as all thelr troops west of Cambral are
operating and being maintained through gap Cambrai-
Ham.
7. Roysl Air Force raids on enemy forward
detachments continued throughout yesterday and enemy
columns were heavily bombed. All but three of our
aircraft returned safely. During the night of the
22nd-23rd May our aireraft successfully bombed road
and raillwey crossinge over river at Gembloux and
rellway communications at Binche. Enemy communications
in srea between rivers Meuse and Rhine alsoc bombed
and direct hits registered on trains near Geldern
and Aachen, All our aircraft returned safely,

8./
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINGTON, D.C.

KtLija May 25th, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation which was sent off from
Londen last night.

Baliave me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCL £ 3FIE

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States
of America,

Washington, D. C,



Telegram despatched from Londeon
on the evening of May 24th.

Weatern Front,

1. FNo change reported in sector from
Montmedy to Solssons. French Seventh Army 1s
forming in area south of Ham., To weat of this,
army, which had cleared south bank of river Somme
between Peronne and Amiens, hoped to move on
Albert Canal last night. No news yet avallabla.
French are in possesslon of Peronne and Amiens.

2, BEritish Expeditionary Foree. It 1s

believed that two British divisions are still hold-
ing line from Arres to east, whence French continue
line through Valenciennes to S5t. Amand. Flerce
fighting in Arras sector yesterday. Cambral and
Bouchain reported captured by French, but this is
not yet confirmed.

3. Understand that Belglans intend re-
maining in position along Terneuzen Canal for the
present, but they have cccupled 1ightly Leopold-Lys
Canal from Deynze to Zeebrugge with & view to possible
withdrawal.

4. French Coast. British Infantry Brigada
and tank Regiment landed 19:23 yesterday are operating
from Calais to reopening of road to Dunkirk and
communication with British Expeditionary Foree. All
road communication from Calais at present cut, about
three miles from town. Town 1s being shelled,
Parachute mines reported off Calais.

5./
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6. After very heavy fighting throughout
May 23rd Boulogne was evacuated night of May 23prd-

=2

May 24th. All troops axcept 200 wers got away by
destroyera., No destroyers were lost but they were
bombed, machine-gunned and fired on by artillery.
Some casualties. Naval and Marine troops had
praviously carried out demolition work.

6. Dunkirk was bombed yesterday. [Heports
indicate enemy tanks moving on town.

7. Dieppe closed by mines. One hospital
ship and one trawler sunk yesterday inside harbour
Havre was bombed yesterday.

B8, Breskens (opposite Flushing) has been
heavily shelled and Germans are assembling artillery
and infantry at Flushing. Enemy artillery action alse
reported at Oatend,.

9. Estimate of five German armoured
divisiona operating in area Amiens - Abbeville - Calals
confirmed. Advance elements of these divisions
belisved on line St. Omer - Calais. Most reliable
reporta indicate that these foreces intend operating in
two portions, westerly towards channel ports and
easterly to get between British Expeditionary Force,
Belglans and sea. Latter operation would be timed to
coincide with an attack westward between Courtrai and
Lille on the left of British Expeditionary Foroce and
right of Belgiana, which is probably in preparation,
No further information regarding movements of Oerman

" infantry divisions.
10. Enemy submarines reported operating

in south portion of North Sea. Motor torpedo boats
reported,
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reported as far south as Dover. Ko attacks on
shipping reported during past twenty-four hours.

11. Hoyal Air Force yesterday attacked
mechanized formations in coast area and heavy
ralds were alsc made last night to harrass enemy
reinforcement. Hits were made on troops and
transports and on rallway stations. One alreraft
lost. Enemy communication west of Rhine between
Emmarich and Coblentz also attacked last night.
According to preliminary reports satisfactory
results were achiesved. Two aircraft overdue.
Yesterday our fighter patrols shot down fourteen
enemy aircraft confirmed and further fourtesn as
Yot unconfirmed. Five our alreraft missing and two
foreced to land.

12, Enemy alroraft active yesterday and
last night on coast of northern France. Alrcraft
reported yesterday near Loweatoft and Cromer but did
not make any aettack. Fighter patrols despatched but
no interception resulted.

13. On night of May 2Z2nd-May 23rd alrecraft
of A.A.85.F. bombed roads and railways in Luxemburg
area, obtalning hits on important railway junctions.

14, ©No important change at Narvik. Beodo
arsa: No seriocus pressure yet agalnst Allied
position at Stradjordon (twenty miles northweat of

Mo) .
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

May E25th, 1940.

Dear lr. Fresident,
I send you herewith a copy of
the latest report on the military situation
from London. This was despatched early
this morning.
Belleve me,
Dear kr. Fresident,

Very slncerely yours,

DED Z/‘{—ﬂﬂ

The Honouraeble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Americs,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the morning of May 25th.

Western Front.
German pressure reported early todey north

of Montmedy which may indicate commencement of an
attack. French forcee have crossed River Somme
north of Peronne and Arey also between Arey and Amiens.
No further informeticn from Arras-Cesmbrai area but
heavy Germen troop movement reported on evening of

May 28nd southwards from Valenciennes towards Cembrai
and Peronne. At Valenclennes most important
bridges have successfully been demolighed by French.

2. Belgiens have withdrawn according to plan
to line Zeebrugge-Eccloo-Deynze-Menin. Belgian
cavalry are still south of Breskons.

3. Main German thrust appears to be directed
north-esst ms well as towards Calais and Dunkirk.
British Expeditionary Forece is reported to have been
attacked in Hazebrouck area this sfterncon by enemy
tanks which crossed canel between Aire and St. Omer.
Some troop-carrying aireraft lended between canal and
Hazebrouck.

dy This afterncon sireraft were despatched to

bomb concealed batteries which Germans were reported
to have established at entrance to Calels harbour.
Two hundred German tanks also reported moving towards
Caleis from southwest. Last report from Calals
received 17.40 hours today states Germans in south part
of town and British Commander organised line of defence.
Telephonic communicatlion has now ceased.

6. Today our aireraft cerried out several

attacka/
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May 26th, 1940.

Dear ur. President,
I send you herewith a copy of
the lstest report onm the militery situation
from London. This was despatched early
this morning.
Bellieve me,
Dear Wr. Fresident,

Very sineerely yours,

'E-

“0

(500) LOLHIAN

The Honuurable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of Americs,
rashington, D. C.

FHHM : NT
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Aeoretr—
Following for the President.
Negtern Front.

Ve

German pressurs reported early today
/7 north of_7 Montmedy which may indicate
commencement of an attack. French forces have
ercossed River Sonme north of Peronne and Arey
also between Arey snd Amiens. Ko further
information from Arras-Cambrai /7 ares/
but heavy German troop movement reported on
evening of May 282nd scuthwards from Valenciennes
towards Cambrai end Peronne. At Valciennes
most important bridges have succesafully been
demolished by French.
2. Belgiane have withdrawn according to
plan te line Zeebrugge-Eecloo-Deynze=-Menin,
Belgian cavalry are still south of Breskons.
3. Maip German thrust appears to be
directed north east as well as towards Calais and
Dunkirk.

attacked in Hazebrouck ares this afternoon by

B.E.F. 18 reported to have been

enemy tanks which crossed canal between Aire
and 8t. Omer. BSome troop-carrying aircraft
landed between canal and Hagebrouck.

do/



4. This afterncon aireraft were
degpatched to bomb concealed tatteries which
Germans were reported to have established at
sntrence to Caleis harbour, Two hundred

German tanks also reported moving towards
'Caleis from southwest, Last report from

Calaie reeeived 17,40 hours today states
Germane in south part of town and Briti sh Com-
mander organised line of defence, Talephonie
eommunication has now ceased,

[- ¥4 Today our alreraft carried out several
attacks on enemy mechanised troops between 5t,
Inglevert and Celais, obtaining direct hitse.
/T No/ casualties to our aircraft, Fighter
" patrols operating between Eoulogne and
- punkirk report 26 enemy sircraft destroyed.
of these 20 are confirmed. Two of our
aircraft loat,

Ga During Mey 23rd scale of German air
foree operations slightly decreased. Mine-
l1aying off Dutch, Belgien end north east
Prench coast contimied, Long and medium
reéconnaissance metivity wes normal. Troop
earrying sireraft reportsd to have landed

. gomth of Dunkirk this morning. Balieved
‘transport airdraft are asslsting in supplying
Gerndn ‘ground forces in north east France,

Scandinavia, ¥
T german troops have withdrawn further
to north esdt of Narvik. German forces

advaneing from south now 18 miles north east

of loe



Tlhg:— despatched from London
on the morning of kay 25th.

testern Front.

Oerman pressure reported early ioday north
of Montmedy which may indicate commencement of an
attack. French forces have crossed alver Somme
north of Peronne und Arey slso between Arey and Amiens.
Ho further Informstion from Arres-Cembrei aree but
heavy Germuan troop movement reporied on evening of
Mey 28nd southwerds from Yalenclennes towards Cmmbral
and Peronne. At Valencliennes most important
bridges have spuccessfully been demolished by French.

2. Belglans have withdrawn according to plan
to line Zeebrugge=-iccloo-Deynze-kenln. Belgien
cavalry are stlll south of dreskons.

3. Haln German thruet appesrs Lo be directed
north-eest as well as towards Celels and Dunkirk.
British Expeditionary Force is reported to heve been
attacked in Hazebrouck area this afterncon by enemy
tanks which crossed canal between Alre and 3t. Omer.
Some troop-carrying eireraft landed between canal end
Hazebrouck.

4. This mfterncon sireraft were despatched to
bomb euvncealed betteries which Germans were reportod
to heve established at entrance to Celeis harbour.

Two hundred Germen tenks elso reported moving towards
Cualals from southwest. Lagt report from Calails 'i
received 17.40 hours today staies Germans in south ;:urﬁ:
of town and Briiish Commender crganised line of defence.
Telephonic communicutlon has now ceased.

6. Today our sireraft carried out several

aiiacks/



attucks on enemy mechanised troops between St.
Inglevert and Calsis, obtaining direct hita. No
cagualties to our slrcraft. Fighter patrols
operating between Boulogne and Dunkirk report 26
anemy slreraft destroyed. Of these 20 ere con-
firmed. Two of our eireraft lost.

Ga During May 23rd scale of Gorman air force
operations slightly decreased. Ulne-layling off
Luteh, selglun and north-east French cosst continued,
Long and medium reconnaissance activity was normal.
Iroop carrying aireraft reported to have landed
south of Dunkirk this morning. Believed transport
sireraft are ssslsting ln supplying German ground
forces in north-east France.

deendinavia.

Ts Jerman troope heve withdrawn further to

north-east of Narvik. German forces asdvencing from

south now 18 miles north-east of No.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

fersonal and secsaf.
26th May 1940,

Dear Mr. President,
—_— I enclose herein coples
—_— of the three latest reports on the
— militery situation in Eump.u.
Balieve me,
Dear lr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

{ o

!?!E(}F?
U AD
NCLASSIFF;'E&

The Honourable
Frenklin D. HRoosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of Ameriga,
Washington, D.C.



Telsgrar despatched from London on the afterncon

of May 25th.

Boulogne is held by Germans, but cltadel belleved
held by French, Celais still held by British but is
gsurrounded by Germans. Heasvy fighting yesterday, and
considerable casualtles to Britlsh troocps and German
tanks - Germen guns commanding entrance to harbour
silenced yesterday by our aserial asttamck. Supply of
ammunition for our troops landed at Calels last night.
Destroyer "Wessex" bombed and sunk off Calais but most
of ship's company saved. Dunkirk believed to be held
by French. Reported that German parachute troops
have landed at Zesbrugge. Numbers unknown. Block

ships was sunk at Zeebrugge last night.

2. North of gap made by German forces, Allled
forces form sallent with apex at Valenclennes held

by French first ammy. Southern face of salient runs
through Douai to Carvin whence it 1s earried on by
three British divisions through Labassée, Bethune,

St. Omer, whence French troops hold the lime %o
Gravelines. Considersble Germen pressure from the
south east in this sector yesterday snd certain Cerman
elements penetrated our line. German pressurs
yesterday forced British out of Arras and Franch out
of Cembrai. North face of salient held by French to
Maule thence by four British divisions to Just west of
Roubalx snd to north esst of Armentidres, British left

flank haeving been withdrawn.
/3.




3. Balgimns continue to hold the line through
Courtral aslong Lys Canal to Zeebrugge, Belglans also
have lightly held the line through Ypres to Nleuport.
4. Garmen armoured divisions in coest sector from
Amisns-Abbeville to north have reached line 3%, Omer-
Gravelines. Large numbers of Germsn tenks yesterday
evening endeavouring to cross river Aa at Gravelines
but wers bombed by R.A.F. when held up at bridge.
Germans penetrated French line in this area in
saveral pleces.

8. German attack in Courtrei area is developing.
Heavy infantry attecks yesterday punatrat?d Belgian
line at Harleblke and Marck (north and south of
Cambrai). This weatward attack, together with sast-
ward pressure of armoured forces from St. Cmer
threatens base of Allled selient from both directions.
é. German attack on French second army in Sedan
area reported held. To wast no change reported up
to Ham arsa. West of Peronne French seventh army
has bridge heads over Somme as far as Amiens, and is
reported in southern outskirts of Amlens. OGermans
hold Peronne bridge hesds in Amiens snd Abbeville.
They are reported digging in on south bank of Somme
in places.

7 R.A.F. yesterday attamcked enemy mechanlsed
units in ccomst area. All alreraft except one
returned. Lsast night attacks were made on German
communications in back areas. From preliminary

reports received hits recorded on railway stations,

Joridges

2.
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bridges and trains and on aserodromes at Brussels,
Flushing and Malines. TFurther three (confirmed) and
cne (unconfirmed) enemy aireraft shot down yesterday,
bringing total to twenty-three confirmed and seven
unconfirmed. Eight of our fighters missing.

8. Little enemy alr actlon over British Isles
yestarday but bombs were dropped on steelworks near
¥iddleborough where slight demage end eight cesuslties
resulted. Production is unaffected. Aerodromes at
Catterick, Thornaby, Bircham Newton and West Raynham
were lightly bombed last might by isolated aircraft.

Ko materiel damage. Anti-aireraft gunse were in sctlion.




Telegram despatched from London the morning of

May 26th.

Western Front.

1. German attack in Montmedy area appears to be
checked and most of ground gained receptured by French.
Germens atill hold some ground South of River Somme
batween Amiens and Abbeville. French 7th Army have
crossed River Somme st Voyennes, Brie and Ailly.

2, Pive Germen ammoured Divisions opersting in
area Dunkirk, Boulogne, Bdthune, Seint Cmer, are
supported by two to three motorised Divisions. German
infantry assisting in holding German Southern flenk
along River Somme. German armoured troops South of
Boulogne have suffered heavily from cur aelr aotion.
Conclusive evidence now avellebls that armoured Cerman
heavy 36-ton tenks can be completely penetrated by
French 23 mm. anti-tank guns and by Britlsh 2-pounder
anti-tank guns.

3. British and French troops still in Calais and
portion of one French Division in vicinity of Boulogne
and Calais. Mixed force of British and French and
Belglansnalso at Bergues near Dunkirk.

4. Germans have large bridgehead round Courtrai
and heavy attack by four Divisions against line on
River Lys from Wilesbeke to Menin has caused deep
breach., Belgian position now on canal Wileabeke
Iseghem than South West to Ledeghem with left flank

in the alr. British force reported to have delivarsd

sounter attack in Hazebrouck area.

/5.



5. Less actlvity by Geman alr force yesterday
owlng to bad weather conditions, Attacks were mads
mainly egainst rosd and reilwey transport and ground
forces. Thelr sircraft sgein active off Dutch and
Belgian comats. Dive-bomber aircraft made numerous
attacks throughout yesterday. Troop transport
activity normal, some alreraft employed on evacustion
of wounded. Estimated 1500 German eireraft lost or
damaged between May 10th to May 23rd ineluding 400
troop transports.
6. Qur aircraft attacked enemy tanks South West
of Calais this afterncon with satisfactory results.
Thras alreraft lost. Pontoon bridges over River Lys
between lenin and Courtrai also bombed this afternoon.
Lock at Wevelghem blocked, One sireraft lost.
Twenty-four Hurrlecanes to-day engaged fifty TuB7 South
of Calals. Five enemy aircraft destroyed and
further 7 unconfimmed. One Hurrlcens missing. Enemy
motor torpedo-boats sunk off Hook of Holland by air-
eraft to-day.
7. Scandinavia.

German bombers motive North of Narvik. German

ground troops ocut-numbered in Mo-Mosjoen area.



Telegram despatched from London on the afternoon of

¥ay B&th.

No change between Sedan and Fam. Between
Ham and Perenne French have crossed the River, but no
great progress reportad. Germans hold bridgehesds in
Paronne. French hold the South benk of Somma, between
Peronne and Amiens and Germans hold the bridgehead in
Amiens. Germans hold small bridgeheads on the South
bank of the Somme, West of Amiens.
2. South flank of Allled salient believed
to be Denain-Doual-Carvin-Bethune-iire-Saint Omer-
Gravelines. This flenk not believed heavily attacked
by yeaterday, but Germens hold small bridgehesds over
the Canal in places. Apex of salisnt still just Wast
of Valenciennes. It was heavily attacked vesterday.
French hold the North flank of the sslient through
Conde-Moulds to Boughelles. Thence B.E.F. hold the
frontlier defences towards Menin.
- B,E.F. in this ares not hesvily attecked
¥esterday, but Belglans attacked hesvily about Menin,
Courtral end Vynekt. Germans now reaported using tenks
in the gep formed between the British left flank and
Belglans.
4. Dunkirk is open. Belgien Covernment
left by this port vesterday and heve resched Daver.
French reinforcements have arrived in the Dunkirk area.
Situation =t Calais is critical, though the quay area
end Citadel are still holding out. Dooks at Boulogne
ere repcrted on fire., Port at Dieppe closed owing to

suspected mines. Considerable damage done to the
Jdock



deek buildings and shipping in the harbour by enamy
bombers.

5. It will be appreciated that the
situation deseribed above is very confused end 1t 1s,
et present, difficult to give exact informution,

8. On May 25/26 our eircrsft attecked
troop concentrations, ammunition dumps and communica-
tlons in the enemy back areas in Trance snd Balgium.
Preliminary reporta showed considerabls success was
obtained. Only one siroraft hes failed to return.
Heavy nttacks were also made on Bapaume, enemy con-
centrations North of Ghent, industriaml targets and
communications in the Ruhr area. Two aireraft
falled to return. Zerly to-dey nine enemy aireraft
shot down between Calais end Dunkirk and further six
uheconfirmed. Dne of our fighters missing. Yester-
day afternoon our alroraft attacked the Canal bridgea
between Menin and Courtrail with satisfactory results.
7. German aireraft mctive yesterday
leying parachute mines off the South-East and South
coasts of England. Mines dropped in the vieinity

of Portsmouth which is now closed.
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Dear Mr, Fresident,
I send you herewith the
latest report on the military
sltuation which was sent off from
London thig afternoon.
Believe me,
My dear ur. Fresident,

Yery sincerely yoursm,

Lt

The Honourable
Franklin p, Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Ameries,
Washington, n, o,
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Telegram despatched from London
on afterncon of May 27th, 1940,

Calais.

1. Greater part of north of town held by
enemy. Own troops in citadel and outer fort.
Dunkirk,

Port 18 working, but town was heavily
bombed yesterday. German guns between Oravelines
and Celaie are interfering with transports going to
Dunkirk. German guns in this area were attacked by
Royal Air Force yesterday. Magnetic mines have
been laid off pier-head at Dieppe. Havre is open.
German armoured divisions in coastal area now
appear to be in process of relief by infantry
divisions. No indieation of their future movemente.
Dover now open and Fortamouth harbour is partially
OpEn.

2. In scuthern sector no change up to Ham.
French believed to hold one bridge-head north of
Somme between Ham and Peronne and another between
Peronne and Amiens. Germens hold bridges at Peronne
end Amiens. West of Amiens French hold river Somme
to Plequiny, thence along River Bresle. French
reported to have crossed River Bresle on wide front,
and are making good progress towards River Somme.
They have captured Ault.

o North of gap, epex of salient withdrawn
eight miles to west. French still hold line St.
Amand-Raches, whence British Expeditionary Forces
hold through Carvin-Bethune-pire-st. Omer-Gravelines,
Yesterday Germans attacked Carvin and in Hagebrouck

area u"‘
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area, but their sttack has not been pressed elpewhere
in this sector.

4. On north flank of salient French hold to
Bourghellss thence British contlinue te Menin aend
just south of Ypres.

5. Belgian position has been forced back
coneiderably and is now approximately Ypres-Roulers-
Thielt-Deynze-Eecloo-Zeebrugge. Belglan situation
on right flank is very eerious.

6. During night of May 25th-BTth Royal Air
Force attacked enemy communications gand aerodromes
in Belgium and railway targets in Ruhr Valley. All
gireraft taking part have returned. On night of
May 25th-26th Royal Air Force attacked successfully
pil plents at Rotterdam. Totel enemy aircraft
ecasualties from fighter actiocn yesterday are 26
confirmed snd 22 unconfirmed. Nine of our sircraft
shot down or missing.

7 Iittle German air activity near ocur
coasts yesterday.

8. Two cruisers bombed and hit in Nervik
vicinity yesterday. One of these cruisers seriously
damaged.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

i
/ May 27Tth, 1940

Degr Mr. President,

I enclose a copy of the
latest telegram about the military
situation which was sent off from
London very early this morning.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

oR pﬁe‘ﬁ : Clleitnc

The Honourable

Pranklin D. Roosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D« C.
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Telegram despatched from London on morning
on May 27Tth, 1940,

Celais garrison reported still holding out
at mid-day although situation was difficult, Warship
hae destroyed two out of four field artillery guns
mounted by enemy to command harbour entrance.

8. Small body of ememy established on River
Eresle south of Abbeville. Enemy hold scuth bank of
River Somme between Atbeville and Saint Velery. Local
attack by French yesterday st Amiens not successful,
5. Germen troopse in contact with Allied troops
on whole line of salient from Halluin (south of Menin)
to 85t. Omer. Socme penetration made in Bouchaln area,
Enemy hold three bridge-heads esast of Canal between 3t.
Omer and Aire,
4. Continued German pressure in Courtral area
had forced Belgian right flank back to Lendelede
(between Courtral and Roulers) yesterday morning.
British Expeditionary Force has thereby been forced
to umpln? one ﬁi-ri..ion on flank defence on lines
GMnaa-ﬁrel. Enemy has made small penstration across
Lys Canal south-weast of Ghent.
5. It is considered that immediate enemy
object is to destroy Allied forces north of gap, by
continuing pressure at Hazebrouck and exploiting their
success in Courtral erea., Action ageainst Channel
ports will alec be continued,
6. Operations of Jerman Alr Force show marked
inerease yesterday over previocus day. Reconnalssance
made over northern France and shipping in southern
North/
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North 8ea and Btraits of Dover. Further laying of
parachute mines off coaet of Belgium and Holland,
German fighter aireraft mainly engeged in protecting
their bombers and transport sircraft being utilised to
bring petrol for their sir force.
e Royal Alr Force today attacked troops
transport and communications in Courtrai area. All
aircraft returned. Up to 14.30 hours today 24 enemy
eircraft shot down confirmed and 20 unconfirmed. We
lost 7 aircraft. Estimated total German aireraft lost
and damaged on Western Pront between May 10th and May
24th, exclueive of losses csused by advance air
striking force and French during last week emounts to
1868. 8igns are not lacking that success of Royal
Alr Force in shooting down enemy aircraft is now having
some effect on morale of enemy pilots. Morale of our
pllots is very high.
8. Body of Germans in Narvik area reported
holding line from Swedish frontier to point four miles
north of head of Rombaksfjord. In Bodo- Mo area
German troops reached point 45 miles south east of
Bodo May 24th. There is possibility of despatch of
reinforcements by air from landing ground south of
Mo to Nervik. German troope in Mo-Mosjoen area

believed to have a few guns and light tanks.



[ Seiis | S~
a. &

BRITISH EMBASSY,

H'beF;ED WASHINGTON, D.C.

7
\}jl May 28th, 1940,

Dear Mr. Fresident,

I send you herewith the
latest telegram from London regarding
the military sltuation. This was
despatched late last night from Londen.

Balleve me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Vary sincerely yours,

Lo

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United Statea of Amerlea,
Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London on the
avening of May 27th, 1940.

At mid-day today Royal Alr Force observed
that no movement or fighting seen in qual or Ciltadel
areas of Calaia, It 18 presumed that Calals now
oceccupled by enemy. One of the usual Channel passages
from Dover to Dunkirk now impracticable in deylight
owing to fire from shore batterlies in Gravelines area.
Dunkirk and anchorage heavily bombed yesterday and
today. Zeebrugge harbour now completely blocked by
block ships and canal locks rendered unworkabla.

2. South of River Somme enemy withdrew
evening of May 26th from River Bresle towards River
Somme, Germans attacked Carvin reaching outskirts of
town, In S5t. Omer area enemy reached Hazebrouck but
did not press elsewhere.

3. On Belgian front CGermans reached Cheluvelt
and ars at Zonnebake., Oarman advance cont'nued towards
Thielt. PFurther German attacks assisted by intense alr
bombing orossing Lys Canal on a ten kilometre front
between Eecloo and Maldegem.

4, Oerman air attacks yesterday were wide-
spread though main affort was in Southern Balgium and
Hortheast France. ©Several bombing attacks made on
PFaris-Naney railways and on rellways running north from
Dijon. Mine laying operations continued off Belgian
and northeast French coasta. COther alroraft weres

operating/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

SHOREr— May 29th, 1940

A, 7 L
Dear Mr. President,
——

I send you herewith a
copy of the latest report on the
military situation which was sent
off from London late lmst night.
"‘*\ Beliave me,
] Dear lr. President,
&E e : Very sincerely yours,
& .
4’04,??40 . LS lr
8, 8
€

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of May 28th.

By 18.00 hours May 27th German attack
had developed along whole front of Belglan Army
and had succeeded in breaching it. King of the
Belglanas asked for armistice and Belgian
resistance ceased at 04.00 hours May 28th. Follow-
ing reported to be terms of armistlce. All troop
movementa forbildden. Troops must show white flags
and await orders beside the roads. No war material
or atores to be destroyed. German troops to be
allowed to proceed to coast. No obstruction
parmitted to Oerman passage to Ostend. No reslstance
tolerated.

2. South of River Somme Germans still
hold bridgeheads at St. Valery and Abbeville and
ere established at Bailleul.

3. Very little definite information about
British Expeditionary Force and French Firast Army.
Western Sector reported to run line Cassel-Hazebrouck-
La Bassee. Oerman forces claimed to be on line
Thiedt-Ypres-Wytschaete-3t.Amand-Hazebrouck-Cassel
on evening of May 2Tth. Later Oermans progressed
northwest of Cassel. On May 27th Oermans driven
back from La Bassee and also falled in attempt to
eross canal at Bethune.

4. Oerman alr attacks yesterday chiefly
in northeast France and on harbours on French side
of Straites of Dover. Farachute mine laying
continues. Dive bomber aireraft gave olose support

to/
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to army units, but no information regarding
scope of thelr operations. Constant fighter
patrols over Boulogne-Lille-Ostend area. BSix
German transpert alreraft squadrons active
between Germany and Saint Fol-S8aint Quentin area.

6. FHoyal Alr Force today attacked
anemy columns, tanks and transport operating
west and east of salient held by British Expedi-
tionary Force. One alreraft not returned,

Fighter patrols operating in Calais-Dunkirk area
today destroyed fifteen aireraft confirmed and

gaven unconfirmed. Eight British fighters mlsaing.
Reports now recelved that alr attacks reported in
immediately preceding telegram resulted in hits on
number of rallway marshalling yards including
Cusseldorf and Dortmund, Aercdromes at Flushing
and Wesel successfully attacked; also blast furnaces
at Hrefeld. Trains and communications in vieinity
of Lieges and Vise alsc damaged.

6. Littles change in Scandinevia. Alliled
foroes continue advance southeast along north aide
of Rombaksfjord. German air reinforcements continue.
No reinforcements or materials appear to be arriving
from Sweden. One crulser and two destroyers damaged
in Narvik area today by alr bombing.
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BRITIEH EMBABEY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.
May 29th, 1940,
“Beorety— ——
y Dear Ur.President,

I send you herewith the latest
telegram from Londen regarding the
military situation. This was despatched
from London yesterday afterncon.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

R Very sincerely yours,
N?f’*% : e
%@%

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Preasident of the United 8tates,
Washington, D. 0O,



Telegram despestched from London Qu- 6‘
on the afternoon of May 28th, %, O

—Hegretr—

1. Calais now completely occupied by enemy.
Germans reported neer Dunkirk at dawn today. Dunkirk
continuously bombed yesterday but port is cpen. Ostend
heavily bombed yeaterday.

2. Nothing to report in sector Montmedy-Ham.
Germans hold bridge-heads at Peronne and Amiens and are
back on Somme 8t. Valery. North of gap French first
army now on line south sast of Lille from Pont & Vinden-
Thumeries-Bourghellea. Bouth of selient approximate
Britisgh line is Bethune-3t. Omer-3ravelines. Heavy
Germen attack brought their advance elements on
line Hagebrouck-Cassel and on road between Ceasel-
Wormhout.

8. Nerth of salient British hold general line
Ammappes-Ypres. British reserves despatched yesterday
to fill gap ceused by northern withdrawal of Belgian
Army. News of position in this area ig lecking.

4 Belgien ermy broken in many places yesterday
by mechanized and ceaseless alr attacks. King of the
Belgiens asked for armistice yesterday. Announcemsnta
by Reyneud on French broadcast this morning that Belgian
army have capitulated.

B. Last night Hoyel Air Force attacked enemy
troops, tranasports and communications in cccupied
portions of eastern France and Belglum with succeas.

Two aircraft lost. Marshelling yards in Ruhr and

Cologne aress on rallways between Rhine and Meuse oil

targets at Bremen and Hamburg also attacked last night.
No/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

May 30th, 1940

Dear Wr. President,

I enclose herein a copy
of the most recent report on the
military situation in Europa, This
was despatched from London in the
evening of May 29th,

Believe me,
=2 Dear Mr. President,

'?,0 Very sincerely yours,

P

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

wlﬂhingtun, Dy Ca
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Telegram despatched from London in the
evening of May 29th, 1940,

REGRADED
UNCL+ S3IFIED

1. Evacuation of British Expeditionary Force
now in process. Up to 10,00 hours today it was
estimated that 40,000 troope had been landed in
England but exact figures have not yet been
accurately assessed and it is emphasised that 40,000
is an estimate only. All possible support is being
given by Royal Navy and Royal Alr Force to this
eperation. In addition to naval vessels large
mumbers of small eraft of all description are being
amployed. Two destroyers torpedoed and sunk this
morning and e third aground. OCne of the destroyers
hed troops on board. Number of casualties not yet
known. Efforts are being aleo mades to maintain food
supplies for British Expeditionary Forcas.
2. Information regarding present dispositions
of British Expeditionary Force still very scant.
Main bodies believed about Prouen-Poperinhe-Ypres-
Bixchoote with firat corps on west and second corps
on east. Qutposts on general lines Godlhaensuelde-
Ypres. West flenk of British Expeditionary Force
approximately from weet outskirte of Dunkirk-Berges-
Caggel and thence possibly at Hezebrouck-kervills,
Heavy German pressure on Cassel and Berges. RElements
of German srmoured division reported near Scex, ten
miles south of Dunkirk yesterday evening.

B/
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BRITIEH EMBABSY,
WABHINCTON, D. €,

S0th May 1940,
—_—

Daar lr. President,

I enclose hereln a copy of
the most recent report on the
military situstion in Rurope. This
telegram, although only sent from
London early this afternoon, was
actunlly dated May BE9th.

Belleve me,
Dear Mr, President,

151) Very ainecerely yours,

REGR- c gD
L fevics

gNCL =2
ﬂ!. e (= P AT L A 8 % e 3
fzmijqpfu.h_1 ?ﬁ’ﬂf?l’fgrtﬁq AP
zﬁn. M.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from Londen the afterncon of

May 30th, (dated May 29th).

At 1500 hours to-day 39,000 troops
reported landed and further 7500 on passage. tur
fighter patrols have been operating in waves and enemy
bombing severe in the districts between these waves.
Morale of troops landed 1s high and reports received

indicate that troops in France ara flghting vigorously
in resr-guard actions with great determination.
Enbarking fecilitles are being shared by Britlsh end
French troops. Destroyar reported aground in
immediately preceding telegram is now afloat and has
damaged propeller. One other destroyer damaged (not

seriously) by near miss.

2. Location of formations of B.E.F. not
known in deteil owing to diffliculty of communicaticnm.
All roads very congested. During May £Bth Germans
reported on epproximate line of Cappelle (north of
Doual), Haubourdin Scuth of Lille - Lonne (West of
Lille) - Estairss - Hazebrouck - Cassel - Bergues -
Gravelines. Early to-day heavy Germsn pressure
reported et Cmssel - Bergues. By 2000 hours yester-
day Germans had reached lines of Dixmunde - Neuport.
Enemy were shelling pler at Dunkirk this morning with
ghore batteries from South-east. TFrench First Army
reported on River Lys at 0300 hours to=day.

3. Little change in Scmme sector. Small
detachments of German parachutlsts have been dropped

at points 15 - 50 miles from Farls.
/4.



4. Slight decrease in Cerman Air Torce
operations yasterday. Operations again malnly in
support of ground troops in North-esst France etteck-
ing harbours and coastel objectives on North-east
Franch and Belgian coasts. Yuech anemy sir recon-
nalssance to-fay of troop movemsnts and channel ship-
ping. Yasterday and to-dsy reconnalssance glroraft
from a bomber Geschwader operated off South-east
coast of England probably &s far as Portsmouth. This
morning bomber Ceschwader to which these reconnalssance
alroraft belong was standing by for amttack on South-
aast coast. Judglng by operation of reconnalssance
gireraft objectives likely to be herbours.
5. R.A.F. to-day attecked enemy tanks
and lorries East and West of Sellent occcupled by the
Allies and several direct hits were recorded. 4ll
giroraft returned. No anti-aireraft fire encountered
and fighter attacks were easily evaded in the ¢clouds.
Fighter patrols maintained over evacustion ares. o
enemy airersft encountered this morning but during the
afterncon up till 1630 hours twenty-six {eonfirmed)
and seven [unconfirmed) shot down. All our aireraft
returned. British bombers engeged in ettack
referred to in my immedlately preceding telegrem
report bombs dropped on V.T.B.s nesr Dixmunde snd
Haszebrouck on Haszebrouck - Dunkirk reilway end om
troops nesr St. Omer. Seven brldges at Ypres
sppeared to be demollished.
6. German counter-sttack May 28th
sgeinst Allied troops landed on Kervik peninsula
feiled and that evening Germens driven out of Narvik
[for
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