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BRITISH EMBABSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C..

Hesaret— July let, 1940

Dear Mr., PFresident,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation., This was sent off early
on the evening of June 30th,
Balieve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REqg
GR
UNCL; &A?FEE d Aeza,.
e

The Honourable
Fpanklin D. Roosevelt,
Frealdent of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C,



Telegram despatched from Londen

on evening of June 30th.

Enemy reconnalssancs alreraft,
probably carrylng ocut wemther reconnalssances,
actlve over east and west comats of England
yesterday. One Dornier 17 shot down, About
B0 enemy aireraft raided United Kingdom last
night, dropping bombs in Yorkshire, Staffordshire,
Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Sussex and South
Wales. MNo damage or casualties reported except
at gaa works and at infirmary. Two people
killed and 8 wounded. Deterioration of weather
conditions prevented interceptions, and probably
also caused enemy to curtail operations.

Blenheims attacked Dhevills asrodroms
yesterday and report that all bombs fall on
serodrome areas Photographic reconpalssance also
carried out over northwestern France and coasts
of Norway. Enemy battleship and camouflaged
warship observed in Trondheim harbour and one
large ship together with much activity 1in Kiel
harbour. Three out of 88 heavy bombers missing
88 result of attacks on explosive factories and
marshalling yards in northwest Germany last
oight. Thirty-five tons of bombs dropped on
chemical factories at Cologne, Dusseldorf and

Howmchst/



Hoechst on night of June 28th - 29th, causing
large fires and explosions. Aerodromes and
marshalling yards also subjected to heavy attacks.

Ho change reported in locstlon of
Frenoh fleet. Very doubtful howaver if anything
ean be done to secure cooperatlion of this fleet,
and shert of surrender to the anemy posltlon
cannot deterlorate further, Feelinga of officers
vary from definltas hostility to negative wishes
not to embarrass British flast.

Reported French "Emile Beptip"
started unloading bullion at Martlnique on June
28th. French Chief of Staff has informed British
suthorities that aircraft carrier "Bearn" is to
unload her amircraft at Guadaloupe bafore returning
toe France.

French authorities at Dakar have
refused fuelling facilitles to British ships
which have troops on board.

British destroyers 1in ¥editerranean
report sinking one Italian submarine on June 27th
and two Italian submarines on June 29th. One
other Italian submerine sunk in Mediterranean on
June 29th, by flying boat, which picked up foup
survivors. BEritish submarine "Orpheus" now
Presumed lest. One Duteh ship sunk by torpedo
off west coast of France yesterday.

It 18 considered likely that death of
Alr Marshal Balbo will probably have adverse

effect/
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BRITIGH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 2nd, 13540
oo

Dear Mr. FPresident,

I enclose herein & copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off late
last night,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED o
UNCL/ &SIFIED K

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roomsevelt,
FPresident of the Unlited Btates of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London

on the evening of July lst, 194D

1s Yesterday enemy sireraft bombed shipping
off Peterhead and also attacked Fortland, but
without effect. Indiscriminate btombing took place
lest night mostly on eastern and southern cossta
and in Brietol Channel, Except for damage to one
echool, no serious materiasl damage or casualties
Yet reported. Pighter sorties despatehed, but ne
interceptions made.
24 Qur fighter aircraft operating over
France yesterday ehot down six Messerschmidt 109's
(confirmed) end seven Messerschmidt 109's
{probable), one Hurricane missing btut pilot
believed sefe. Blenheims attacked Merville
serodrome and railway station near Doullens
yesterday. Three aircraft miesing. Last night
ssventy two heavy bombers attacked mershalling
yards, oll targets and aerodrome in Western
Germany, also fired area round Darmstadt. Mine
laying alsc carried out. All sireraft returned,
During the attacks by Royal Air Force on the
night of 29th-30th June extensive fires were
started in Black Forest and two chemical factories
were successfully bombed. Factory at Hoeschet
was left enveloped in flames. Other subsidiary
targets successfully bombed. Alr reconnaissance
of Kiel reporta one battle eruieer in floating
doek,/
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dock, one pocket battleshdp (stem damaged) in
drydock, two eruisers, one aireraft carrier and
two or three destroyers, Activity also with
lighters or pontoons. Genersal evidence
acoumulated thet Germany is preparing for sea-
borne invasion.

3 Customary weather, mine laying,
reconnaissance and transport activities of
German air foree continued.
be German troops realisbly reported to
have lended in Guerneey but no further details
received,
Be Four Britieh ships torpedoed off
_Hnntern coast of Europe, two of which sunk. One
enemy submarine reported sunk by His Majesty's
Ship in Eastern Mediterranean,
6. No change reported in Mediterranean
and African diepositions of French fleet.
"Jeanne D'Arc" is at Guadeloupe, Most of Fpench
navy hag now lost ite fighting spirit though
morale at Alexandria is better than elsewhere and
generally smaller vessels have shown up bettep
then battle fleet. Units not in contact with
British sppear content to remain in harbour.
T Participetion in war reported atill
unpopular in Italy. Germen division reported at
Trieste and two more expected at Naples,
d. On June 29th and 30th seven Italian
aireraft shot down by Bpitish fighters near
Libyan frontier and one in Fort Sudan area,

Italian air attacks Melta yesterdsy caused six
casualties/
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BRITIEH EMBABSY,
WABHINGTON, D.C.

July lLth, 1340

Deer Xr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
gituation. This was sent off on the
evening of July 2nd but waes delayed
in transmiselon.

Believe me,
Dear Mr., Fresldent,

Very sincerely yours,

.

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United Sgates of Amerlecs,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London

on the avening of July 2nd, 1340,

Yeaterday enemy ajircrarft displayed
some reconnaisseance activity over our comste and
dropped bombe on Wick resulting in nine
eivilians killed, fifteen injured, alsc at Hull
satting fire to oll tanks. Four enemy airecraft
reported shot down. During the night smaller
number of bombers than Jyly lst were in area of
Bristol and Bouth Weles. No serious damage
reported, four people reported injured. MNine
laying suapected off East Cosast.

2. Dyuring day Blenheim and Coastal
Command aircraft cerried out numerous photographie
reconnaissances over French Coast and serodromes,
Fighter escort were provided but no enemy
aireraft encountered, all our aireraft returned.
Promising mir attack carried out on Moselle

eagt of Larne, Another submarine destroyed by
Bunderland in Western approaches, survivors
rescued. Last night 73 heavy bombers continued
attacke on marshalling yards, air frame factory,
inland docks and oil targets. Batisfactory
explosions and fires reported particularly at
Hamm. Heavy attack also directed against
Scharnhoret in dry dock. Reports highly
satisfactory, many hits Blli&ld and huge fire

started, two alrcraft missing. Eighteen
Ewordfish/
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Bwordfish were detailed to attack large
concentration of barges east of Hotterdam, resulte
not yet known. Mine laying operations also
carried out. I
e Reported incresse in German elr transport
sotivity, Flights were made from North-west
Germany along Faltic Coest. BSome special form of
training continuee in Baltiec but exect nature not
yet ascertained.
L Reports received of two British ships
torpedoed aleo one Greek and one Dutch.
e Ko change reported in Mediterranean and
African disposition of French fleet. Unsatisfactory
reports of French in China (sic), Algeries and
Moroceo, although Consul at Alenpo has been
inundated with French offlicers offering their
gervices. GStrong lead by virile Government with
clear cut policy might still achieve success.

6. Bmall Budanese force from Gallsbat
together with Abyssinian rebel band, attacked
Italian colonial battalions inflicting epproximately
30 casualtiee including three white officers. Our

casualties one killed, ten wounded. B35i1d1 Azeisz

and Fort Capuzzo in Libya reoccupied by Itelian
forces on Jyne 28th. BSupported bty artillery and
AFoVB. June 20th bombers attacked troop
concentrations East of Xeemela scoring hits and two
Italian naval vessels near Commowa. Alsc bombed
dump at Macasca resulting in heavy explosions. One
aireraft miseing. Eneny aircoraft bombed BEerbera
resulting in 42 native casualties, also His Majesty's

ahip/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.
-

July 4th, 1940

.
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Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report -n the military
situation. This was sent off late
last night.

Believe ue,

Dear ir. President,

REGRADED Very sincerely yours,
Z%TZ«::--;..

The Honourable eoleepd fony, ﬁfﬂ%-;.f b g Vv %.nyd

Franklin D. Roosevelt, é‘
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London on

the evening of July 3rd, 1340,

German aircraft bormbed Newcastle and
Bristol areas vesterday afternocn. Casualties
twelve killed, one hundred and twenty three
injured. No damage to war fectories reported but
warehouses seriously desmaged at Newcastle. EBombs
were dropped last night in Bournemouth area,
Glamorganshire, Hereford and at Shepton Mallet.
No reports yet availeble. One oil tanker at Hull
pat on fire in attacks July lst.
24 Fifty heavy bombere attacked
marghalling yards end oil targete in western
Germany and serodrome at Brussels lest night.
All aircraft returned. Daylight operations
hampered by lack of cloud cover but mine laying
operations snd routine anti-invasion, anti-
submarine and convoy patrols and minor attacks
on enemy shipping were carried out. One DO 17
was Bet on fire over England. Attack on
Pgcharnhorst" on night of July lst-July 2nd was
carried out under ideal conditlons and was very
succeasful, considerable damage being done to
ship and floating dock. Attacks same night on
other targels were also successliul.
3 Ship carrying twelve hundred and
thirteen German and Italisn male internees and
eighty-six prisoners of war, with British armed
guards, was sunk by enemy torpedo in western

approaches,/
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BRITISEH EMBABSY,
WAGHINCTON, D.C.

July 5th, 1940,
e —

Dear Mr., President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation, This was sent off from
London yesterday evening,

Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,

L Very sincerely yours,

UNCST'?‘Q

The Honocurable

Franklin D, Roosevelt,

FPresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D, G



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July Lth,

1, French Flest,

Certain demands were delivered to
French Admiral at Oran yesterday morning,
After weiting for some hours for reply British
Naval force opened firpe during the afternoon on
French fleet at Oran and an engagement ensued,
Damage to French warships reported as followe:=

1 Battleship sunk, cne battleship hit,
one battle-cruiser hit and on shore, aireraft
carrier on fire, two destroyers sunk,

Wership, battle cruiser "Dunkergue" was
undamaged and escaped to sea, Dunkerqgue sub-
sequently attacked by aireraft. One hit by

torpedo, Certain measures also have been
taken at Alexandria, Malta and in United Kingdom
to sscure French naval vessels in these porte,

French Government have issued orders that all
British shipe end aireraft are forbidden to

approach within & sea miles of French harbours
at home or overseas, under penalty of being fired
on without warning, British destroyer on patrol
off Casablanca reported yesterday evening being
fired at by French shore batteries,

24 Ygeterday morning enemy bombed areas

near Newbury, Godalming and in Sussex and Kent,
Some/
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Some damage caused to uz‘dfnlnuc sheds but little
other damage reported, Further attecke were
made yesterday evening Pbrinecipally on East and
West Coast areas, Only serious damage was at
Saltburn Iron Worke where 33 persons injured and
work may have to stop for 24 hours, Intensive
raide tock place last night in Central England
but very little damage done. British fighters
yesterday destroyed six enemy aircraft (confirmed)
and four enemy aireraft (unconfirmed). Two
aircraft miesing, No interceptions reported
laat night. Activities of German bomber
reconnaissance aireraft and transport aireraft
continued on same level,

3. Ygsterday Blenheims attacked air frame
Tactories, marshalling yards and oil targets in
western Germany and aercdromes and barges in Low
Countries, One Mgeserschmidt 109 shot down
and five Junker 52's destroyed on the ground, One
Blenheim missing, Attacks on eimilar targets
and further mine-laying carried out last night,

One Hampden miseing, Further reports of attacks
on night of July 2nd-3rd indicate that direect hite
were cbtained on many targets attacked,

4. ©Pollowing ie latest information regarding
survivors from "Arandera Star" referred to in
peragraph 3 of my immediatly preceding telegram,
868 survivors have been landed in United Eingdom
from Canadian Destroyer, Of these, 586 were
Germn and Italian internees or prisoners,

S5« No attacks on shipping reported, Attack
on/
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on enemy submarine in western approaches with
promiseing resulta,

6. Cgneiderable transportation by train
of faet motor beats, probably M.T.B.'s, is
understood to be taking place from Italy to
Germany, Large Italisn practises in
disembarka tions in Germany alsc reported,
procedure being for ships to run close in shore aml
hoist out lighters, each eontaining twe tanks,
Lighters towed ashore and run up the beach,
lowering specially fitted prows to enable tanks
to drive ashore,

T One Italian eircraft sheot down off
Malta yesterday,

8. Four airoraft of South Africen Air
Force bombed Moyale on July lst, obtaining direct
hits on two gun positions,

9. 3,000 Polieh troops and 300 French
and Czech troops arrived in Palestine up to

July 2nd,
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

aaeret — July Tth, 1940,

Dear lr.President,

I encloee herein copies of the
latest reports on the military situation,
the firet was sent off from London on the
evening of July 5th end the second on the
evening of July 6th.

Believe me,

Dear Kr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

& A SMeczor
Uy OR
4
O(“".s- Sglib
& 7o)

The Honoursbhle
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United Stutes of America

Washington, D. C.



Telegrem despatched f'rom London

on evening of July 5th, 1940.

Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean
reporte following agreement with French warships
at Alexandria.

(a) fuel oil to be discharged; (b) ships to be
made incapable of fighting; {e) disposal of

shipe companies to be matter for further negotia~-
tion. Itelian aircraft attacked fleet at
Alexandris on July 4th, but no damage reported,
One French ship opened fire in thie attack,

Enemy sireraft attacked Portlsnd
yesterday morning. Naval enti-aireraft ship
sunk, 50 - 60 of crew seriously wounded and a
number slightly wounded. British merchant vessel
beached and two small craft sunk. Twelve
casualties amongat dockyard workers, Aeropluna
works near Bristol attacked yeasterday, btut no
damage to works. One enemy aircraft shot down,
Two convoys off the south coast attacked by enemy
aireraft. Four British and one neutral ships
were damaged. One Messerschmidt shot down and
another probably destroyed. Fighter aircraft also
shot down one of several enemy aireraft attacking
shipping off South East Coast. Minor enemy air

activity/




activity laet night and raide recorded in South
West England, South East England snd Humber.
No damage and few casualties reported. No
casualtlies reported from enemy reids on
night of July 3rd = 4th.

Blenheims attacked oil targets and
marghalling yards in Western Germany yesterday.
Last night,heavy bombers attacked

"Scharnhorst" at Kiel, also air frame factories,

railway targets, ship building yards st Hamburg
and navel base at Wilhelmshaven., One aircraft
missing.

British warship successfully
attiacked submerine off Dekar yesterday. Two
British ships torpedoed by enemy M.T.B's in
home waters yesterday,

; British flying boat attacked by three
fighters in Western Mediterranean Yeaterday.
One fighter shot down and another is probable
casualty. Enemy fighters attacked aerodrome
8t Malts yesterday, causing no casuslties, but
slight damage to aircraft on the ground,

Sudan eres. Enemy armoured cars
and motorised infantry, supported by bomber
aircraft, captured Kassala Yesterday. British
garrison of Gellabat attacked in similer manner
and forced to withdraw after inflieting heavy
cagualties. British losees one killed and six
wounded. Wellesleys successfully attacked
military camp in Western Abyssinia.

Italian/






Telegrum despatched from London
n ay ng of Ju Gth, 1940.

French fleet. Bituation
reported to be in hend at Alexandrias. ¥French
have instituted submarine patrol at Caseblanca.
French suxiliary vessel "Cabaibe®, which left
Mombesa on July 4th, has returned of her own
accord.

Main enemy sir sctivity yesterday
over British Isles was in the southwest area.
Twelve slight casualties and minor demsge
caused. 8light activity last night, meinly
seaward on northeast coast. Bombe also dropped
in Yorkehire and Kent causing one minor
casualty end no important damage, Two
Heinkel 111's reported shot down, but not yet
conf'irmed. Enemy fighter aireraft reported
over Siraits of Dover and Kent. British fighter
shot down one Heinkel 111 in this area yesterday.

++22+s+ Blenheims missing. Last
night, heavy bombers attacked railway targets
and dockyards in north western Germany. One
aircraft missing. PFurther reports on attack
on "Scharnhorst" referred to in my immediately
preceding telegram are that two direct hits
with two thousand pound bombs were seen on the
doek in which "Scharnhorst" is located and ship

hes listed to port :
2 British/



British destroyer torpedoed by
submarine and subsequently sunk in western
approaches. Fiftyseven officers end ratings
killed. Further details regarding enemy air
attack on convoys off South Coast referred to
in my imnedistely preceeding telegram are that
five additional British ships were damaged.

Two additional British ships were demaged in
ensmy elr attack on Fortland. Attacks were
made on one enemy submarine in western
Mediterranean and one enemy submarine in home
waters by destroyers and euxilliary vessels
yesterday, but results not known.

Mediterranesan On July 4th, three
Gladiators shot down two ensmy fighters near
B8ollum, and later six Gladistors shot down
Beven enemy Iighters and badly demaged two more.
One Gladiator shot down, but pilot saved. On
same day, Blenheims attacked enemy military
camp at Bir-el-Gobbi, eand enemy raided Aboukir
and Alexendris. Little damage caused by enemy 's
raide. One enemy aircraft believed shot down,
Enemy camp Bt Metemms succesefully attacked by
alrceraft from Soudan on July 4th. German-French
aircraft attacked Gibraltsr yesterday, no dems ge
cauged.

Following figures show proportion of
population in Unlted Kingdom serving with armed
Torces 1

Total mele population of United

Eingdom
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

July 8th, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,
I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report on the military

eituation, This was sent off from

Lendon yesterday evening,
Belisve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

L

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of America,
“l“lnﬂtﬂﬂ; D. C



Telegram despatched from London
on thas svening of July 7th.

1. As result of further ocperatione
against French navel units at Opan, it is consi-
dered that "Dunkergue" will be unfit for service
for twelve months, In this action, cne Fieet
Alr Arm aireraft shot down, but crew saved, Cne
French flying-boet has arrived at Malta, French
naval gusrds have been placed on British merchant
vessels at Dakar and French fleg hoisted,

2. Conelderable enemy air activity
yesterday in southwest area, Aldershot ares and
saet coast of SBeotland, Seven killed and
twenty-three injured Aldershot area, One killed
and five injured in Plymouth area, No damage
reported to war factoriaes, Relatively little
bombing last night, Three killed, one injured,

3« Blenheims sttacked aerodromes and
inland water communications in Low Countries
yesterday, 8hip-building and storage yards in
Germany were attacked last night, and mine-laying
carried out. One enemy aireraft shot down
yesterday, and two HE 111's on July 5th.

L. No enemy attacks on shipping reported,
One British destroyer damaged by eir bombing
yesterday and encther by collision. Two enemy

U=Boats attacked in western approaches and one
in/
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in Mediterranean by destroyers yesterday,
Successful submarine attacks have been made on
enemy merchant vessele off Nprwegian coast,.

5. Mediterranean, Fleet Air Arm end
Royal Air Force attacked Tobruk yesterday evening.
Hiyts registered on ensmy submarine, two destroy-
ers, and five or six merchant vessels. Twenty
enemy bombers sttmcked Malta yesterday. Four
persons reported wounded, and some materiml
damage done, Cne enemy aireraft shot down
{unconfirmed).

&, In Gallabat area, Italisn forces are
initiating turning movement to threaten British
position on road Gallabat-Ghedaref, Further
disparsal of petrol and munitions is reported
throughout Italisn East Africa.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, b.C,
July 9tn, 1940,
np—
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein & copy of

the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off on the
evening of July 8th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours ¥

REGRADED b
UNCL: £ S{FIED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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Telegrem despatched from London
en the evening of July Bth,

Following is summary of present

Bituation regarding main units of French fleet

3 battleships and 5 cruisers in British

hands in home ports and Alexsndria,

2 battleships, 1 battle cruiser (at Oran)

and 1 &ix inch eruiser believed destroyed

or out of eetion.

1 battle cruiser (demsged) and 9 cruisers

in Western Mediterranean ports.

2 new battleships and 1 cruiser off Morocco

and Weet African coast,

1 eireraft carrier, 1 training cruiser and

1l cruiser in West Indieas.

On July 6th British warships
attacked shipping in Bardis harbour (Libya).
2 pupply ships heavily hit and probsably sunk,
Our warships were subseguently unsuccessfully
attacked by enemy bombers. One British submerine
severely damaged in enemy air attack on Malta.
One mine sweeper and 1 M/S trawler slightly
dameged by enemy air attack in home waters.
One Esthonian ship sunk in western approaches,
One British ship and one Swedish ship and one
tanker also attacked in same area.
Enemy/



Enemy airerart operating against
United Kingdom displayed inereased nc tivity
yesterday directing their main effort against
South Coast ports and shipping in Btraits of
Dover, No material damage to war industries but
27 persons killed and ovep 40 injured, Our
Tighters shot down 3 Messerschmitts 109a, 1
Dornier 17 and 1 Junker 88 (confirmed) and 1
Messerschmitt 110 (probable). One Hurricene shot
down and 3 missing. Anti-aireraft guns shot down
1 Messerschmitt 109, Enemy activity last night
below normal and mainly over East Comst., No
serious damage reported up to the present.

Blenheim aircraft yeaterday attacked
o1l targets, eir frame works, airdromes and barges
in northwestern Germany. One aireraf't reported
concentration of barges and trawlers at Ostend,
Two Blenheims missing. One aircraft was attacked
by five Messerschmitt 1098 of which one 1s reported
to have been shot down. TLast night heavy bombers
attacked targets in northwestern Germany including
shipbuilding yards and dockyards. Two aireraft
missing. Medium bombers attacked Ostend report
direct hits on one large ship and on dockyard
gates. Mine laying cperations continue. Reports
received of considereble rallway disorganisation in
BEhineland and Westphalia. Traffic blocks in areas
such as Hamm and Soest, Dusseldorf and Cologne, are
increassing,

Egypt/
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Egypt. British cavalry destroyed
12 out of 20 enemy motor vehicles engaged in
western desert yesterday. July 5th Blenheims
successfully attacked enemy aireraft on sirdroms
near Tobruk end mechanised transport and troop
concentrations near Bardis. All our aireraft
returned. On the same day enemy aireraft
attacked airdromes and armoured troope in western
desert. Damege esnd casualties not serious, Our
forees have cut pipe line Bardia-Capuzszo.

Enemy aireraft attacked dock area
end airdrome at Malta yesterday and Freceding
night, few naval and civilian casualties caused
but no eserious material desmage reported. One
enemy aireraft shot down by anti-aircraft fire
and one by fighters. Enemy aireraft recently
bombed repeatedly for three days British convoy
in Eastern Mediterranean but with no result,
although convoy escort was weak in anti-aireraft
defence.

We have been forced to withdraw
temporarily from main positions in Gallabat area
but are sending reinforcements from Gedaref.
Italien cesuslties during cccupation of Kassala
estimated at three hundred persomnel and eight
light tenks and probably aireraft.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.
July 10th, 1S40,

—

Daar Mp, Presidant,

I enclose herein a ecopy of
the latest report on thas military
eltuation., This was sent off from
London yesterday avening.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. FPresident,

Very sincerely yours,

B
Un~ G :
”Cl,e gff:?o Z lceas

I‘EC}

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosavelt ,

Fresident of the United 8tates of America,
Washington, D, C,



Teleagram deepatched from London
on the evening of July 9th.

A8 a result of attack on Prench
battleship "Richelieu" at Dakar by depth charges
laid by & naval motor boat, and subeequently
by naval sireraft yesterdasy, "Hichelieu" waa
reported to have settled by the stern and con-
siderad to be disabled, Later reported that
"Richelieu” had been moved to shallower water
where she is immune from torpedo attack. Shortly
after sbove cperation, French aireraft attacked
cur ships, but no damage has been reported, Our
naval forces off Dekar have now diepersed,

2, Main enemy air attacks yesterday were
directed on ports in southwest of England, East
Anglis and Humber, 8hipping was attmcked off
Sunderland and heavily attacked twice off Dungeness
Bombe dropped on Plymouth, Portland, Portsmouth,
Teignmouth, Falmouth, Ipswich, Walton, North-
coates and Grimsby, Bome demage caused to
Falmouth docks but no other damage to war industry
reported, Casualties reported up to the
present, six killed fifteen injured, Seven
enemy aireraft shot down, Three Bpitfires
lost, Last night enemy aircraft bonbed various
pleces on the east and scuth coasts. Preliminary .

reports cne killed and one wounded end no serious
dama ge/
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damage done, Usual minelaeying end operational
training continues, Traneport aircraft activity
from Germany to the west less numerous but traffic
to Denmark and Norway was intensified,

3« Ygoterday Blenheims Buccessfully
attacked Germsn occupied merodromes in Northweastsrn
France, Large number of barges were observed
in cenals in northern Belgium, Minelaying also
continued, TLast night Royel Air Force attascked
shipbuilding ¥ards, marshalling yerds and oil
targets,

4. One anti-submerine trawler ana one
British ship sunk in home waters yesterday, Two
British shipe hit by enemy bombe in attacks in home
waters yesterday, Three attacks made on enemy
submarines in western approsches yesterday, Two
of these thought succeseful,

5. Mpditerranesn, Naval aireraft
Buccessfully attecked Qatania sercdrome on July
6th-Tth, No fighter opposition encountered des-
Pite presence of large number of fighter aireraft
in 8ieily, Two enemy sireraft (confirmed) and
one (unconfirmed) now reported destroyed in en emy
attecks on Meltas dockyard on July 7th, Five
enemy eireraft dropped five borbse on Alexsndria
on July 7th. No damage and no casualtiss, Three
aireraft bombed Gibraltar Yesterday., Ny damage
done, One enemy esubmarine sunk by air esction in
Eastern Mgditerranean,

€. Italian BEast Africa, Present bomber

dispositions indicate enemy intentiocn of continuing
attacks/
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BRITIGH EMBASSY,

WABHINCTON, D.C.

July 1llth, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,
=t Lot I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off late on
the evening of July 10th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

B 5'0»?4 [ Arceas,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerieca,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
late in the evening of July 10th

On July 9th one of our aircraft
attacked U-boat east of Cape Bpartivento and
claims to have sunk it,

It is reported that the French
have now agreed to reduce crews of warships at
Alexandria to a guarter in respect of combatant
ratings and to en overall reduction to one third
of the full complement, Seven French submarines
reported to have left Casablanca during the
night of July 5th to 6th,

During the night of July 8th to Sth
hostile aireraft aetivity increased., Attacks
directed chiefly against East and South coasts
where small number of bombs were dropped at
various places widely dispersed. Very little
damage was done. At Llenelly bombs dropped on
steel works but production not affected,.
Mine-laying activities proceeded. Early on
July 9th ebnormal sctivity noted off Dutch coast
which developed into attacks on shipping in the
Themes Estuary and English Channel. At Cardiff
docks damege estimated repairsble in L& to 60
hours, is reported. At Norwich two factories

were hit, at one of which production will be
affected/



affected to some extent. Reconnaisssnces of
aerodromes carried out in ares of Portland, Bristol,
Oxford and Shoreham. During the night of July
9th to 10th enemy air activity less then usual,
Some bonbs dropped in Yorkshire, East Kent and
at Bournemouth and Edinburgh: demage slight and
casualties few. This morning some caosuslties
caused and mains demeged at Plymouth and three
aerodromes in Eest Anglia were bombed. Further
details not at present available. Total casualties
of ell sbove cperations reported as seventeen
killed and sixty-one wounded.

Results of H.A.F. night raids
mentioned in parsgraph four of yesterday's
telegram indicate that bombs burst in dockyards
at Xiel and Wilhelmshaven, and very large explosions
followed the attack on synthetic oil plant at
Homburg. Hits cbserved on marshalling yards at
Hemm and on six aerodromes and 30 beses in north-
west Germany and Holland., Successful mine-laying
alao earried out. Yesterday, BElenheims attacked
Sola aercdrome near Starangec. Large numbers of
enemy aircraft in the serodrome and more than
20 fighters encountered. We lost 7. As result
of enemy attacks, 9 enemy sircraft destroyed and
further probable casualties; in addition, an
enemy mr was shot down off east coast of
Beotland end another off Yarmouth. 8ix fighter
aireraft lost. Last night, heavy bombers

attacked oil refineries at Monheim, railwey targets
at/



at Hamm and Soest, dockyard at Wilhelmshawn

and canals in northwest Germany; all aircraft
returned, reports nct yet available., Successful
mine laying cperations aleo carried out; all our
aireraft returned.

Mercantile shipping cesuslties
reported yesterday emount to three British ships
sunk in home waters by U-boats or M.T.B.s and
two others attacked; one other ship hit by bomb had
to be beached. A French sloop in our hands
end also a British anti-submarine vessel were
dameged by bombs but can be salvaged.

Mediterranean. At Malte yesterday,
an ememy bomber escorted by seven fighters
was attacked and shot down by Hurricanes after
which the enemy fighters were engaged without
conclusive result. One of our aircraft slightly
damaged.

In the Budan, enemy has been dropping
leaflets printed in Arabiec, proclaiming Italy's
love for Mohammedans and Mussolini as "The
Protector of Islam" alsoc that their attacks are
directed against Englishmen and not Sudanese,

At six houra on July 9th Commender-
in=Chief Mediterraneen was sbout 150 miles west
of Crete - heading northwest., At ten fifteen

hours/



hours flying boat reported two Italian battleshirs
and five destroyers about 130 miles to the north-
northwest. PFurther air reports received later
were very mixed but it appeers that Italian force,
which had two battleshipe, six cruisers and
eleven destroyers, had by July 9th been Joined

by several more cruisers and destroyers from
Augusta. As a result Italian navel force heavily
outnumbercd the British force in cruiseras. At
fifteen forty-two hours Commander in Chief
reported that he wae engaging enemy and wireless
silence then came into force. It appears that a
short and confused action followed during which
the Britiesh battleship obtained one hit on the
enemy battleship at very long range. Enemy soon
turned away under cover of smoke and made for
Messina pursued by Commander in Chief of Mediterra-
nean, at utmost speed. At sixteen thirty-one
hours all available British torpedo-carrying
aireraf't flew off to attack enemy. Result of this
attack not yet known but damaged enemy cruiser
reported in tow about 70 miles from Messina at
nineteen hours. Report also received of bombing
attack by aipcraft on our Naval forces in Western
Mediterranean yesterday. Two of these aircraft
shot down by gun fire, two by fighters and seven

others damaged, three seriously.
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BRITISH EMBASBEY,
WABHINCTON, D.C,
Jul.‘&' lgth' 1:‘.”-;0-

e a2 T
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein & gopy of

the latest report on the military
8itus tion, Thie wae sant off from
London early this morning,
Believe me,
Dear ip, President,

Very sinec erely yours,

04? R

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roocsevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. O.



Telegram despatched from London early
on the morning of July 12th,

British aireraft carrier and armed
merchant eruiser in collision July 9th in
dense tropical storm in the South Atlantic,
No cmsualties but the armed merchant eruiser
badly damaged, British eruiser bombed and
hit in the Mediterranean July 9th, Several
casualties and captain killed, Confirmed
that the Mediterranean Fieet suffered no
casualties either in material or personnel in
the fleet mction July 9th, but force was bombed
at intervals this day without result, Four
enemy aircraft shot down, 7 others damaged,
2. Casualties at Norwich July S9th were
16 killed 17 wounded, Enemy bombing activity
yesterday cccurred 8S8outh Weles, scuthwest
England and on convoyse in Themes estuary and
eagt Qhannel, Casualties in second locality
8light. In Wales bombe were dropped on docks
at Pembroke, Cardiff and SBwansea, and on a Royal
Crdnance factory. Twalve persons killed;
extent of damage not yet known. Operational
training in Baltic maintained same level; mine
laying carried out off the east ccast, Numercus
flights of transport aircraft from.Cologne.
area to merodromes 1'Iﬂl. the Low Countries, leading

to/
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to Le Bourget and Lisieux,

3 Royal Air Foree day bombing yesterday
much hindered by lack of c¢loud cover. Omer,
however, was bombed, In enemy attack on convoy in |
Thames estuary by 1 bomber, escorted by 10 I

Messerschmidts, ememy lost 1 fighter (confirmed)
probably 4 more, end was driven off. Large force
of about 120 enemy airecraft approached & convoy
between Dover and Dungeness from the direction of
Calais. Interception by 5 sguadrons of British
fighters resulted in 7 enemy fighters, 2 bombers
destroyed (confirmed), 7 fighters, L bombers
probably destroyed. Total result of fighter
cperetions July 10th 12 enemy aircraft destroyed

certain, 17 probable. Our essualties 2 Hurricanes
lost, 2 badly damaged. Royal Air Porce night
bombing operaticns 10th/11th July abandened through
unfavourable weather, Fleet Air Arm attacked
port Augusta during night and gank 1 destroyer.

L. Yesterday enemy aircraft active ageinst
convoye in Irish Sea, off Portland and in the
Thames, but very little damege. BEritish shipping
losess reperted; 1 ship by air action. Neutrals,

2 Duteh ships by aireraft, 1 by U-Beoat, 1l from
unknown ceuse; 1 Latvian ship sunk by air action.

B hﬂtamﬂnn. Air attacks on Catania
Macaaca recently have not drawn any fighter defence,
although attacks pressed home with the intention
of indusing fighters to take toc the air. Further
movements of fighter squadrons from the North to

the Bouth of Italy reported indicating probability
that/
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that Italians consider further attacks in the
North unlikely.

6. Suden, Police garrison of the
frontier post at Kuyrmuk about seventy strong,
forced to retire before enemy attack of 300
Colonial troopes supported by light artillery
and machine guna, Garrison inflicted 50 |
casualties in a etout fight and sustained one
killed six missing. Italiens thought to have |
withdrawn from Kurmuk same day, our police
patrols now reconnoitring with the intention of
re=occupying the town.

East Africa. British Moyale was
being heavily attacked 1000 hours on the 10th

by Italian regulsr troops considerable artillery,
mortar and 1ight machine gun fire,and post now
partially surrounded, Reinforecements and
aireraft are being sent to assist the defence,

7+ Unitas of French fleet still capable
of service:

{(A) Under British control. At
Portemouth: Battleship "Oourbet". Cne
light cruiser and five torpedo boats being
commissioned under White Ensign. Two
pubmarines, Plymouth, battleship "Paris",
One light eruiser two destroyers and one
torpedo boet being commissicned under White
Ensign. Two defective submarines,
Swansea: Ope submarine (Jjuet off the stocks),
Dundee: one submarine, Alexandria (partly
demiliterised and with reduced crews):

Battleship/
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Dattleship "Lorraine", Suffren, Duguesne,
Tourville and Inguay Trouin eight-inch
eruigers. Lynx light eruiser, Three
destroyers, One submarine,

(B) Not under British control. A%
Le Verdon: one large destroyer (possibly
incompleted).

m: Cne cbsolete battleship.

Vendrea: Three destroyers.

Oette: Three light cruisers,

H

culon: Battle cruiser "Strasbourg"

|

(poesibly damaged). Five light cruieers.

8ix 6-inch erulsers, one destroyer.

Dakar: Battleship "Richelieu” (disabled).
Two light eruisers, One destroyer. GSeven
armed merchant cruisers, Two submarines,

Casablanca: Battleship "Jean Bart" (not
yet completed)., One six-inch cruiser, 10
destroyers, 13 submarines (7 at sea).

Oran. 5 light cruisers, 2 destroyers, 2
of these vessels sunk. Bix submarines.

Bigerta: 1 destroyer, 7 submarines,

Sousee: 2 submarines,

8fax: L B-inch cruisers, 8 1ight cruisers,
2 torpedo boats, 3 submarines, some or all
of thege ships may be at..........00 mAY have
arrived st Toulon,

Beirut: 5 submarines,

rtinigus: G-inch cruiser "Emil Bertin",

Aircraft carrier "Bearn",

Guasdeloupe: Training eruiser "Jeanne

a'Are"./
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 12th, 1940

ShonEr—

Dear Mr. President,

1 enclose herein s copy of

the latest report on the military
situation. This wae sent off in the
evening of Jyuly 12th,
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

f?!f ﬂifféii?htaﬂ
GRADED
UNCLAhthiED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of America,

Weshington, D. C.



Telegram desyateched from London on the

evening of July 12th, 1940,

—_——————

British fleet at sea in Zsetern
Wediterranean was bombed snd constantly shadowed
durirg July 1l1th. No further details available,

At midday on the same day His Yajesty's destroyer
Eseort returning with naval force in Western
Hediterranean was torpedoed by enemy submarine and
sunk. Number of easuamltiea not yet known. As =
result of snemy mir sctivity off Portland July 1lth
His Majesty's yacht Warrior IT was sunk, Fromieing
attack on U=boat by H.M.5. Deptford July 10th rollowed
up attacks In the same vicinity by His Wajesty's
destroyere Havelock end Harvester; this attack
probably succeasful. Two BEritish transporte have
arrived at Iceland with troops.
2. Royal Air Force bombing operetions
yesterday carried out by 36 Elenheims on serodromes
in north-segt Prance and Holland, berges on Furnes
canal and ofl targete and alwcinium works in north-
west Oermany. Large concentration of barges hetween
Furnes and Dunkirk wa3 Tcmbed alsc Boulogne aerodrane
where 5 alreraft on the ground believed dauaged. All
Blanheims except one rcturned. Last night 55 aircraft
attacked industrisl plants and rallway targete in
north-west Germany. Three bombers miseing.
3 Enemy air activity yesterday directed
egainet east coast between Great Yarmouth end
Fleasborough Head, Portland and Portamouth. At
Bridlington station an mmanition dump was blown up
and
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and gecdsyard eet on fire, About fifty fighters
and bombers attacked shipping in Portland area. No
damage on land; two ships slightly da.sged in
addition to casualty mentioned in paragreph 1,
Eimilar number of airersft attecked Portsmouth 1&.00
hours. Little naval damage done but two barges half
loaded with ammunition were sunk. everal fires
caused many buildings demaged. Totsl casualties
from these reilds 27 killed, 52 injured. Enemy
aircraft lost 13 bombers, 10 Messerschmidt 110se
(confirmed) 12 bvombers, 3 fightere (unconfirmed).
(ne seaplane also destroyed. Of the sbove two
gonf'irmed and one probable elaimed by enti-airerart
at Portlend. Our casualties 5 aircraft. During
night of July 11th/12th ineffective hostile raids
mostly by single aircraft on the comstal districte
of east snd south west, Few borbe dropped excent in
Dartmouth distriet where 29 H,Es. fell. FPresent
reports give no serious dansge or casualties,
La Shipring losses reported yesterdasy as
follows:= 1 Finnish ship torpedoed and sunk, 1
unimown ship torpedoned reported by aireraft.
Se Malta raeilded on July 10th by 20 aircraft.
Bombs dropped on dockyard Misida and Manoel Islands

area, Slight military dauage few casualties. Two
eneny airceraft shot down for certain and another
probable, Aden. Alreraft from Aden dropped two tons
of bombe on railway workehope at Diradawa July 8th
and on Macamca aerodrome on July 9th and July 1O0th.
Direct hite scored on hanger and two or three Tighters
on the ground. Egypt. Eneny aireraft beumbed 51di

Barranl July 10th. One Lysander alroraft destroyed
otherwise/




e
otherwise no damage or casualties. EHgst Africa.
Counter attack on Eritish Moyale by our troops
from south regained sscarpment but touch with our
garrison not yet established. OQur casualties 10
killed 16 wounded. Those of enemy not known but
believed heavy.
6 Further reports on effects of our
bombing raids on Hemburg end elsewhesre have been
received, They mention destruetion of administrstive
buildings, severe damsge to lepgest drydock and to
‘brli.igu connecting Hamburg snd Harburg. Reported
gir raide have mede working conditions so difficult
that several factories have closed and fuel will
no longer bhe stored at Hamburg. Reports from
neutral countrics state tl-hﬂt pur censtant air
attacks make it difficult for the Germans to
pasenble troope ond etores for operations ageinst
the United Eingdom and that former extreme
optinism of quick and successful invasion of
England is now changed in certein high quarters
in Germany to one of hesitstion.
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FEGRADEL
UNCLASSIFIE D BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 1l4th, 1940
—SReqkT

Dear Mr, Ppresident,
I enclose herein s copy of
the latest report on the military

situation. This was sent ofr lste

last night,
Eelieve me,
Dear Mr, Fresident,
” Very sincerely yours,

W

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of Americs,

Washington, D. C.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 15th, 1940,

T
Dear My, President,
I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report on the military situstion,

This was sent of'f from London yesterday
evening,
Believe me,
Dear My, President,
Very sincerely yours,
Lol
REGRADEL,
UNCL. gy
C}]f?jjaij

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Ameriea,

Washington, D. C.
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Hudson attscked two mine-sweepers off Terschelling
region chbtaining a close mies, Last night
twelve Blenheims attacked barges Bruges-Cstend area
several firea started; one aircraft missing,.
Ninety-nine bombers despatched mgainst ship-
bullding yards and docks end industrial and railwey
targsts northwest OGermany elesc agueduet over
Dortmund~Ems Canal, All eircraft returned,
Buccessful mine laying carried out Elbe estusry
end at Zeebrugge,

3a Enemy air activity July 13th on reduced
scrle, Bome attacks on shipping but no damage
or casualties reported, Chief fightar engage-
menta were off Portland in Dover area and off
Calais. Enemy aircraft destroyed six bombers
six fighters (confirmed) five tombers three
fighters (unconfirmed). COur casuatlies thrae
hurricanes. Transport flights from northwest
Germany to north Demmark continue on large scale,

4. Two neutral ships sunk in western
approaches reported yesterday,

5. Mediterranesn, Reported Italian air
staff worried about large number of casualties
among experiencedpilote over short period and
are urging German support in aireraft and crews,
Enemy M/T columpne engaged near Capuzzo and casual-
ties inflicted.

€. East Africa. On July 13th enemy forces
attacking Moyale sppeared greatly reinforced,

Cur reinforcements held up on south eide by light
machine guns and artillery. 84tuntion of

garrison/
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BRITISEH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

July 16th, 1940

Seoret— .

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report on the military
siltuation. This was sent off from
et London late on the evening of July

15th.
Believe me,

C/ 6,& Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

%
“U Ll

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Weshington, D. C,



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 15th.

1, The channel convoy was bombed yesterday
afternoon. H. M, ship "Vanessa", escorting
destroyer, hit in engine room, no casuslties,
One amall British merchant ship, 780 tons, sunk;
one Norweglian, one Dutch merchant ship damaged.
Same day; armed merchant eruiser
"Esperance Bay" bombed and badly damaged western
spproaches, has safely arrived Plymouth. New
Turkish sloop under British delivery crew
attacked off Portland by enemy aireraft, slight
casualties. Two southward bound British transporte
escorted by two destroyers bombed west of Ushant
without result. M.T.B.s made sweep to mouth of
Texel Maas and Scheldt during night.
2. During the night of 13th to l4th majority
of R.A.F. eireraft which were despatched to
northwest Germany successfully attacked primary
targets or alternatives. Observatiocn of results
in most cases difficult owing to weather,
intense anti-aircraft searchlight mctivity. Main
attacks were egainst aireraft factories and parks,
reilwsy targets and oil installations. Out of
69 aireraft one Wellington, no fighters, out of
12 Blenheims which attacked oil plant and petrol

tenks in Ghent area, one missing. Mine-laying
carried/



carried out Copenhagen - Aaleborg ereas, all
machines returned. Day operations on July
14th not completed owing to bad weather.
e Yesterday afternoon about 40 dive-
bombers escorted by single seater Tighters
attacked Dover herbour end convoy in Btraits.
Threa fighters end three bombers, ones by anti=-
aireraft, were destroyed, (confirmed). One
fighter, one bomber (uncomfirmed). Our casualty
one Hurricane, Hostile air reconnaissances over
Portland and Plymouth afternoon of July 1lhth. No
bombs dropped. Laet night two air attacks at
Avonmouth. Some demage to main line station and
dock's rallway line, ineffective attacks by H.E.
and incendiaries near Colchester and in Isle of
Sheppey: a fire at Duke of York's achool auccess-
fully extinguished, full information not yet
aveilable., At 06,30 hours today attacks delivered
on Brighton and Hove. Preliminary reports
indicate several casualties and damage to_Hove.
l[i.net-la;;rin.g carried out, probably in Thames estuary
and between Wash and Middlesborough. Large amount
of air transport continues from northwest Germeny
to Oslo and Stavenger via Copenhagen or Aaleborg.
L. July lith Panamsnian 8. 8. "Beme™ 3,033
tons sunk by gunfire from enemy submarine 120
milea west of Beirut; crew saved.
Ba Malta. Enemy aircraft attacked Malta
night of 13th to lith. No damage or casualties.
Eqpt/



Egypt. On night of 12th to 13th July
air attacks corried out on Bardia, shipping at
Tobruk harbour, and serodromes at Eladem and
Elgubbi; fires caused at Bardia. Following night
8ix British aircraft agein attacked Tobruk
harbour. All aireraft returned from these
operations,

Suden. MNine Wellesleys made dive bombing
attacks on Massawa merodrome July 12th; bursts
seen amongst hangars. One aireraft shot down by
enemy fighters,

Libya. Light and ineffective eir reids
on Merasmatruh 12th end 13th July. Further
reinforcement of Italien C. R, 42 fighters has been
sent to Libya. Fumoured air foree is also now
using Germen Henschel 126 aircraft probebly bought
by Italy operated by Itelien pilots.

Aden., Enemy aireraft bombed Aden, damage
and cesualties slight.

On night of July 13th to 1lh4th British
machine attacked naval stores and barracks south
of Assab and returned safely. Large fires started.

Kenya. Aireraft of South African Air
Force attacked enemy concentrations Moyale area
July 1lth with borbe &and machine guns. There are
indications that Itslian East Africe will shortly

ve/
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BRITISH EMBassY,
WASHINGTON, D.C,

July 17th, 1540
‘---_‘——_|.._

Seeret—

Dear Nr. Fresident,

I enclose herein a copy of the

latest report on the military s8ituation,
This was sent off from London on the
evening of July 16th.
Believe me,
Dear Mp, Fresident,

Very Bincerely yours,

R
UG CRADEY, b flzan

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States or America,
Washington, D, C,



Telegram despatched from London

on the evening of July 16th.

1. Northbound convoy attacked by about

15 Dorniers off Orfordness yesterday afterncon.
British ship "Heworth" (2855 tons) and Polish ship
"Zbarag" (2088 tons) set on fire. Our three escort-
ing Hurricenes claimed two enemy aircraft
(uncomfirmed).

Reference to telegram of July 13th,
paragraph 1, H. M. Ship "Drake"™ being shore
establishment: this paregraph implies that shipe
mentioned have been placed under the command of
Commander in Chief at Plymouth.

2. Results of night bombing by heavy bombera
July lhth to 15th, to Gelsenkirchen synthetic oil
plant; fires and large explosion, red glow visible
for 4O miles. Hamm railway target; large and
extensive fires accompamnied by heavy explosions.
SBoest rallway target; large fires, black smoke
visible for 50 miles. Bremen airframe factory;
large fire, DBuer Vught Huntlosen and Borkum
aerodromes; hits registered, satisfactory resulta
reported.

Attack by Blenheims on oil tanks at Ghent;
4 direct hite on tanks end storage buildings
searchlights machine-gunned and large fires observed.

Yesterday/



Yesterday afternoon Blenheims visited

aerodromes at 8t. Inglebert, Chartres, le
Tréport and aluminium factory at Ludwigshafen,
Last night despite unfavoursble weather 20 heavy
bombers attacked Paderborn aireraft park and oil
refinery at 8trasse . Mine laying operations
carried out in Copenhagen area, From these
night operations, all machines returned. Reportse
are aweited,
S Enemy air raid on Brighton and Hove
previously reported resulted in three PErsons
killed five wounded only, though considersble
damage to houses,

Normal railway traffic resumed at
Avonmouth.

Yesterday light bombarding of Barry
docks, Plymouth, Angmering, Pembroke dock, 8t.
Athan and Llandow, only minor damage and no
casualties reported. Last night weather
unfavourable and little enemy activity. Airepaft
reported mine-laying in Liverpool Bay and today
this port is elosed. Bristol Channel partially
closed following report of unknown vessel being
mined.

Enemy air training heas begun again
after & periocd of apparent inamctivity in Zeltwig
and Vienna areas. Considerable training still
continues in East Prussis and the Baltiec.

Transport aircraft show increase from
northwestdrn Germany to northern Denmark and
southern Norway, also to Bruxelles end Paris.

Two/



Two enemy aircraft destroyed, two more probably
destroyed and one Hurricane brought dewn off
Plymouth during period under review.

L« Yesterday af'ternoon patrolling
aircraf't sighted British ship "City of Limerick"
(1260 tons) and Portuguese "Alpha" (850 tons).
Both ships have been sbandoned by crews aftepr
bombing, destroyers are standing by. Neither
WEEB in convoy.

5 Melta. On July 10th R. N. hospital
at Bigelow was bombed; a protest is to be made.

Egypt. At Cappuzzo an ammunition
end petrol dump were set on fire by our shelling;
an enemy column trying to enter Cappuzzo withdrew
under our shell-fire,

East Africa, At 20 hours on July llhth
garrison of one company withdrew from Moyale
owing to lack of weter. OCompany brought back
rifles, individual mechine-guns complete and some
ammunition, any equipment left behind was des-
troyed. Our total casuslties since attack sterted
10 killed, 35 wounded, 9 missing. North of Leke
Rudolf 2 companies of our troops supported by
Ethiopian battalion raided enemy post at
Nemaraput driving off strong force of enemy
tribesmen with loss; our forces now withdrawing to

British territory.

Bomaliland/
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BRITIEN EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 18th, 1940

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
eituation. This was sent off from
London early on the evening of" July
17th. '

Believe me,
Dear MNr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

RE
N Rang { Hnas.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

wﬂﬂhlﬂgton’ D, C.



Telegram despatched from London

on the evening of Jyly 17th,

h A force of I eruisers and 8 destroyers
left Secapa Flow yeeterday to intercept enemy
forces expected to pass through ares west of
Jutland.

Enemy aireraft shadowed the force
from 1530 onwards when vieibility was good;
our racomnaissance aireraft having sighted no ensmy
our naval force withdrew. At 16.30 they were
bombed; no damage was reported,

At 18.45 an enemy force of 1 epuimer
or destroyer, 6 submarines, 12 smaller vessels
was sighted by reconnaissance aircraft 80 miles
west of Jutlend. The submarines were eteering
weat having left the surface ships which ware
retiring southeast and were attmcked by our
aireraft without result,

Cur naval force was unable to re-entep
Scapa Flow owing to thick fog and sbout midnight
the cruiser "Glasgow" and the destroyer “Imogen"
were in collision. Ten officers and 125 men from
"Imogen" wepe taken on board "Glasgow", the
otheras believed to be in boats. Vieibility was
nil; "Glasgow" has one small compertment flooded

forward,
Adrn/



dir reconnaissances on July 15th
over Kiel showed Scharnhorst, 1 Hipper class
eruiser, Koln and Lutzow in dock; also several
destroyers and U boats. Aireraft carrier located
at Kiel on July 3rd was not there on July 15th.
S8charnhorst reported sericusly damaged and
likely to be out ofaction for some time.

24 Bombing attacks on the night of

July 16th at Hanover and Paderborn reported
yeaterday were successful; fires were ocbeerved
at the former place. Other targets attacked
were marshalling yards at Osnabruck and & blast
furnace at Hemborn where explosions and large
ires were caused. Aerodromes at De Kooy and
Norderney, a hangar wes set on fire and other
intense fires started.

Yesterdey bombing had to be
curtailed by bed weather. One aireraft bombed
aerodrome at 8t. Inglebert,another bombed barges
near Armentidres. One aireraft missing, All
operations last night were cancelled owing to
weather cohditions.

3. Froportion of recent enemy air activity
has been in the form of shipping reconnaiscannes
of southern North Sea, English Channel, Bay of
Biscay and southwest approaches as far as 250

miles weet of Ushant,

Enemy air activity yesterday on much
reduced scale; some bombs dropped, no serious
casualties or demage. Two enemy bombers shot down.

bef



s British ship "Bellerock" (1200 tons)
gunk by mine in Bristol Channel July 15th and
British tanker "Scottish Minstrel® (7000 tons)
homeward-bound (in convoy) torpedoed by U boat
northwestern approaches.

5 Egypt. Successful air attacks by
Blenheims July 1l4th to July 15th on ships and
dumps at Bardia and on aireraft at El Gazala
aerodrome. HNight of July 15th to 16th three
Elenheima sttacked oll tanks at Tobruk, attack
successful, one Blenheim d4id not return.

Malta. On July 16th six Italian
C. R. 42 Tfighters were engaged by one Hurricane
and one Gladiator; one Hurricane and one C. R. 42
shot down.

Haifa. Enemy air attack on Iran
Petroleum Company's tanks July 15th registered
6ix direct hits, three tanks set on fire.

Libys. Itelian air force reinforced
here by 33 C. R. 42 fighters flown from
Pantelleria. 0Official Italisn air force casualty
liet includes many of Italy's most famous pilots.
6. Further reports on the effects of our
bombing in northwest Germany refer to growing
exhaustion amongst the population in the areas
freguently attacked and adverse effect on production

especially in larger factories., Evacuation
ot/
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| BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINGTON, D.c,

July 19th, 1940.

Seores—
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military

eituation. This was sent off from

London on the evening of July 18th,.
Believe me,

Dear Mr. Pregident,

Very sincerely yours,

R
B«ﬁiﬁp@ £ s

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United dtates of America,

Washington, D.C.




Telegrem despatched from London
on the evening of July 18th,

1. The "Glasgow-Imogen" collision
resulted in one killed, 7 wuundgd, 23 missing;
"Imogen" is abandoned and may have sunic.

2. Bad weather hindered the Royal
Alr Force operations yesterday; out of 13
Blenheim sorties despatched 11 sbandoned tasks.
Iwo aireraft however bombed barges in Zuider
Zes and on Bruges Canal and one formetion bombed
Gare Maritime, Cherbourg, where one Junker 87
was shot down. All our aireraft returned.

Kajor cperations last night cancelled
owing to weather, but & Blenheims bombed
aerodromes, 7 Wellingtons Gelsenkirchen synthetic
0ll plant and & Blenheims petrol tanks at Ghent,
where operation was successful; elsewhere
results awaited. Three aireraft laid mines
Friederickshaven area and returned safely.

d« Numerous enemy reconnaissances of
English Channel, Southern North Sea and Bay of
Blascay as far as Northwest Spain. Yeasterday
bombs dropped on Portland also Tunbridge Wells
and Ashford areas; damage slight, casualtiesm
4 killed, 28 injured. Considerable damage
ceused upon an Imperisl Chemical Industries
works at Ardeer. Production not seriously

interrupted/




interrupted. Interception by our fighters
difficult owing to cloud; but one Junker-88
and one Dormier-17 believed damaged; one
Spitfire shot down pilot wounded.

Last night, little possibility of
activity. Mine-leying suspected in Bristol
Channel, few bombs dropped at 3illingham near
Felixstowe and in Heath area where some damage
was cesused to reilwsy and road communications.

Regular transport flights continue
between Germany and Paris distriet, and also from
Horthwest Germany to Aalborg and Oslo.

4. U-boat shipping casualties reported
yesterday; British "Manipur" (8500 tons)
torpedoed in convoy, Swedish "Brodin" (2000 tons)
inward-bound from Cenadas; both July 17th in North
Scottish waters. Greek "Ia" (5000 tons)
torpedoed, probably July 12th. Cable-laying
lighter "Bteady" sunk by mine.

5. Egypt. On July 18th in Capuzzo
area, 5 field-guns, 3 antli-tenk guns, 1 emmunition
lorry destroyed by Tth Hussars, 12 prisoners
captured. Our casualties one officer killed, one
officer and two other ranks wounded. GSome motor
transports escorted by tanks succeeded in entering
Capuzzo but three lorries contalning men were
destroyed.

On July 17th 3 British aircraft bombed
fuel tenks and coal depot at Tobruk, also
aerodrome at El-Guwel. Results appesred succesaful.

Mersa/



Mersa Matrup, 85idi Barrani and Alexandria
bombed July 1l6th one casualty, one Lysander
slightly damaged at 5idi was down.

Libya. Reliable indications 20th
Italian corps moving to Cirenaica. This is
the firet information of reinforcement from
Tripolitena to Cirenaice since Franco-Italian
armigtice.

Heported that Italian suthorities in
Libya having great difficulties organizing
supplies of petrol, water and heavy trucks.

Malta. The Hurricane casualty re-
ported yesterday was firet over Malta since
outbreak of hostilities; Itelisn losses have
been 10 confirmed and 7 others probable; our
formations of 2 or 3 have sometimes engaged
enemy Tormations up to 80 strong.

Gibraltar. Admiralty reports that
Gibraltar bombed 03.00 hours today, particulara
not yet available.

fden. Our aireraft attacked Assab
night of July 16th - July 1Tth; fires and
explosions observed.

Sudan. Four Wellesleys bombed
Abordat aerodrome, scoring direet hita.

During/



-4~

During latter operation, one Wellesley
destroyed in collision.

Semaeliland. On July l6th camal
corps patrol attacked and ceccupled post at
Demersbob. Poat was destroyed, also twenty
thousand rounds emall arms ammunition, and
counter-attack driven off. Fost then
evacuated.

Relisble report states that Italian
pllots are being trained at Graz, Austrias,
in dive bombing tactics on Junker-8T7s.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 20th, 1940
=

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
siltuation. This wes sent off from
London on the evening of June 19th.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Presgident,

Very sincerely yours,

& v

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States
of America,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 18th

l. Yesterday, enemy aircraft
attacked south-bound convoy off Orfordness.
Three anti-submarine trawlers machine
gunned, one of which was set on fire, and
one badly holed. No damage to convoy.
Attacks slso on trawlers in Thames Eatuary
and "Sunrise" and "West Goodwin", light
vessels. Two trawlers damaged with some
cagualties, and "Eamst Goodwin" light ship
(not menned) was sunk, H.M. Trawler "Rinovia"
attacked off Portsmouth claimg one enemy
aireraft. Four Belgisn trawlers attacked
off Lands End, one sunk.

2. During the night of July 17th-
July 18th, Royal Air Force succesafully
bombed & merodromes in Northern France; a
large explosion followed by fires obeerved
after attack on Gelsenkirchen, Yesterday
morning, 24 Blenheims left with objectives
of aerodromes and barges in Northwest France;
observation of results difficult but barges
successfully attacked near Pernis. In the
evening 18 Blenheims bombed Boulogne,
causing damage to Quays and Harbour works.
One aireraft missing; one shot down off
Harwich. COrew saved. Lagt night 85 heavy

bombers/




bembers despatched against siroraft factories
in Northwest Germany, railway targets at Hamm
end Soest the Dortmund-Ems Canal, battleship
"Scheer" at Wilhelmshaven. All airoraft except
one returned, results awaited, Fropaganda
leaflets dropped in Northeast France. 8ix
Blenheims of Coastal Command successfully
attacked oil tanks at Ghent. Mine-laying oper-
ations cerried out in Emden area, all aireraft
returned safely.

5. Enemy asircraft active. Yesterday
some demage caused to aircraft on the ground and
oil store at Montrcse, 2 R.A.F. and one clvilian
killed, 3 R.A.F. and civilians wounded. Also
extensive damage to doeck shed at Leith dook;
bombs alsc dropped without serigus damage Tollow-
ing areas: Burnt Island, Kirkealdy, Newport, and
Saint Athans (South Weles). Enemy mine-laying
suspected between Solwsy Firth and Liverpool,
elso off Yorkshire cosst. Zenit (meteorological)
flights carried out north of Faroes between
Iceland and Norway.

Enemy casualties yesterday: one bomber
shot down, twa enemy aireraft claimed by anti-
aircraf't Aberdeen, £ more probeble casualties by
our fighters. One Dornier shot down early this
morning Sussex comst. Cur cagualties 3 Spitfires,
2 pilots saved.

4. Bhipping casualties:

(a) by raider; British "Eing John" (8000
tons) and "Davisian" (6500 tons) sunk by



armed merchant ship near Weat Indies July 13th.
British "City of Bagdad" (7500 tons) shelled
Indian Ocean.
(b) by U-boat; Greek "Eudoxia" (2000 tons)

sunk July 15th, not in convoy.

6. Kenya Colony. Three aircraft
B.A.A.F. attacked Moyale July 15th by dive-
bombing, four direct hite on camp buildings.

Gibraltar. Fifteen heavy bomba

dropped on catchment area July 18th, no details
recelved.
6. Present estimate of total strength

of Italian forces in East Africa:

White troops - 47,000 of which 37,000
black-ghirt militia.

Colonisl Regulars - 100,000.

Colonial Irregulars - 25,000.

Total, ineluding garrison and mobile
artillery and services, about 200,000,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 2lst, 1940
—

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy
ef the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of July 20th.

Bellieve me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 20th.

During morning of July 19th an action
took place off the island of Zante (off west
coast of Greece) in which H.M.A.3. "Sydney"
(6,800 tons with 8 8" guns) with five
destroyers in company engaged and sank an
Italian cruiser "Bartolemeo Colleoni" (5,000
tons with eight 6" guns). Another Italian
erulger escaped, through superior speed. H.M.
destroyer "Havee" having picked up 250 Italian
survivors was attacked by mirecraft while
returning to base: she contimued without
assistance although one boiler room flooded.

Anti-gubmarine vessel "Beryl" co-
operating with aircraft carried out promising
attack sgainst enemy submarine outside Grand
Harbour at Malta on July 19th.

2. During the night of July 18th-
19th following targets wers successfully
attacked. Alr depot at Rotenburg, oil
refinery at Hannover, rail junction at Hamm,
eir park Diephelz and Paderborn, air frame
factory at Bremen, large factory at Rotzeneerg,
ermament factory at Essen, aerodrome at
Eschwege and dock area of Emden. Of sixteen
Blenheims despatched yesterday all returned,

results/
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regults not yet avallable. Ninety ailrcraft
despatched last night against industrial and
railway tergets northwest Germany slsc barges
at Emden and Admiral Scheer at Wilhelmshafen;
three aircraft miesing; reports still awaited.
Mine laying operations carried cut great belt
Frederikshaven and off Northwest Cerman ccast.
&: Enemy aircreft during night of
July 18th-19th damaged one hanger at Norwich
aercdrome. These aircraft reported to have
carried circular markinga. Yesterday afternoon
two attacks made on Dover wheres destroyer
"Beagle" patrolling slightly damaged by near
misses and Belgian destroyer "Griffin" damaged
in Dover harbour. Enemy alreraft numerous and
were engaged by three and a half sgquadrons of
our fighters. A major engagement took place:
enemy was driven from point and prevented from
locating our convey. At New Romney enemy
aeroplanes dived down to one hundred feet and
machine-gunned some soldiers; this machine
reported as either Spitfire or Hurricane with
no markings. ©Some bomba dropped et Milton
Aerodrome (Pembrokeghire), and at Glasgow
where two persons killed, two injured. Last
night considerable enemy activity. Mine-
laying reported at Plymouth and suspected in
Themes Estuary, East Coast, Firths of Forth
and Clyde. Bombs dropped near Manston
Aerodrome near Kilmarnock and at SBcoonle,
Moffat/
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Moffat, Largo, Peterhead, no damage reported.
A% 8tirling two houses destroyed, 26
civiliens wounded. Yesterday's reckoning;
three enemy fighters, four bombers (one A.A.)
one seaplane destroyed (confirmed) eight
fighters, two float planes, one bomber
(unconfirmed). Our losses six Defiants, three
Hurricanes.

4. Bhipping losses reported yesterday
by U-boat July 19th Norwegien ship (name and
tonnage unknown) sunk in Northwestern
spproaches. By alr; Estonian "Leola" (500
tons) sunk western approaches, Finnish "Wiiri"
(3,500 tons) sunk near Malta.

6. Egypt. BElenheims attacked
aerodrome at El Cubbi.

Aden. Two attacks on Macaaca
serodrome, hits observed on cemp buildings.

Enemy air activity.

Egypt. Mersa Matruh heavily bombed
daylight of July 18th and following night.
Results not known, one of the enemy's machines
brought down.

Henya Colony. Two attacks on Buna

July 17th, cne aircreft on the ground badly
dm'dl
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 22nd, 1940

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London late last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very asincerely yours,

R :
"”Ciﬁgﬁﬂeo oo

ipj, €

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London

late on the evening of July Elst

l. The recent Anglo-Itelian
paval action took plece in Antikithera
Channel off northwest Crete. Early in
action, "Sydney" hit the "Collecni" in
englne-room and stopped her; "Sydney" then
left some destroyers to sink the "Colleoni"
and continued to chase the other cruiser,
"Federico da Barbieno" of the ssme class.
Chase lasted 14 hours and "Sydney" cbtained
several hits but enemy retained her speed
end drew out of range. Our destroyers fired
4 torpedoes at the "Colleoni", 2 hit and
sank her. 645 survivors including the Captain
were picked up by deatroyers which were
bombed during this operation without result.
There were no casualties in His Majesty's
ships as a result of this action.

Channel convoy heavily attacked by
about 30 enemy ailrcraft yesterday afterncon.
Destroyer "Bragen" hit in engine room sank
later off Dover when in tow; 3 wounded.
8light demage to one anti-submarine trawler.
8.8. "Pulborough" (1,000 tons) sunk, S5.8. I
"Westown" (700 tons) damaged and towed into
Dover, no casualtles.

Reported/
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Heported that battle cruiser "Gneisenau"
lef't Trondjhem at 0900 hours July 20th.

French 8.8. "Ile de France" (43,500 tons)
has been requisitioned at Singapore. Believed
that one-third of the crew will volunteer to serve.

2. Night of 19th-20th work of our heavy
bombers difficult to cbserve owing to weather con-
ditions. Successful attacks made on oil plant at
Gelsenkirchen, railway target at Essen, air frame
factories at Bremen, Wismar and Wenzendorf, and 3
serodromes in northwest Germany end Holland.

Single asircraft located and bombed warships "Scheer"
and "Tirpitz" at Wilhelmshafen, results uncbserved.
Attack on barges and shipping at Emden resulted in
large explosion and several fires; terrific ex-
Plosion reported at Harlingen. Two Messerschmitts
110 shot down during these operations.

Yesterday £4 Blenheims despatched against
specified oll targets aerodromes and aircraft
factories in northwest Germany and to Kiel Canal;
majority obliged to ebandon tasks, one ailroraft
missing. One Hudson patrolling off Norweglan coast
bombed wireless station at Utsire, wireless mast
ecollapsed, station also damaged.

Last night 117 aircraft despatched as
follows: 38 Wellingtons sgainst oil and reilway
targets, 21 Whitleys ageinst aircraft factories,

23 Hempdens to attack "Tirpitz" in Wilhelmshafen

docks, 12 Blenheims againat oil plants at Ghent

and Vlieerdingen, 3 Hudsons to attack Emden Basin,
: 18/



12 Hampdens and 8 Bwordfish mine-laying in
Gup;nhagen area, Ems River and Hubertgat.

Reports awaited; two Wellingtons and three
Hampdens miesing, one Hampden down in sea

off Middlesborough.

8. Jdtfle sneny aireraft astivity
yesterday except at Dover. One bomb fell on
Britisgh Oxygen Works at Cettedown, Plymouth,
extensive damage, works out of production
for some time.

Last night very extensive mine-
laying operations off southwest cosst and east
coast, especlelly Harwich end Thames Estuary.
Following ports closed teday: Plymouth,
Kilford Haven, Preston, Newhaven, and Belfast.

Few bombs dropped at West Hartlepool,
Lowestoft, Harwich, Bwansea, Mountaln Ash and
Maryport: casuelties slight.

Yasterday aircraft casumlties in
fighter operations: 9 enemy aireraft confirmed,
13 unconfirmed; our losses § Hurrlecanes and 1
Bpitfire.

4. Bhipping losses:-

(a) By U-Boat: British "Woodbury"
(4,500 tons) sunk in western approaches on
18th; British "Pearlmoor" (4,500 tons) sunk
northwest approaches on 19th.

(v)/
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1e ﬂnm@dnna and B Bwordfish mine-laying in
Copenhagen area, Zms Hiver and Hubertgat.

Heports awaited; two Wellingtons and three
Hempdens missing, one Hampden down in sea

off Middlesborough.

3. Little enemy aircraft activity
yeatearday except at Dover. One bomb fell on
British Oxygen Works at Cattedown, Plymouth,
extensive damage, works out of production
for some time.

Lest night very extengive mine-
laying operations off southwest coast and east
coast, sspeciplly Harwich snd Thamesg Estuary.
Following ports closed todey: Flymouth,
Milford Haven, Preaton, Newhaven, and Belfast.

Few bombs dropped at West Hartlepool,
Lowestoft, Harwich, Swanses, Mountain Ash and
Maryport: casuslties slight.

Yesterday alireraft casualties in
fighter cperaticns: 9 enemy aircraft confirmed,
13 unconfirmed; our losses 6 Hurricanes and 1
Spitfire.

4, Bhipping lossesi-

{a) By U-Boat: British "Woodbury"
(i.bﬂn tons) sunk in western approaches on
18th; Britigh "Pearlmoor" (4,500 tons) sunk
northwest approaches on 19th.

(v)/
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(b) By Air: H.M. M/8 Trawler "Crest
Flower" sunk on 19th off Isle of Wight.

f{e) By Mine: British "Troutpool" (5,000
tons) sunk off Bangor.

(4) By Raiders: "British Petrol" (7,000
tona) sunk on l4th West Indies. This German
raider reported as ship of 9,000 tons painted in
Bwedish colours and armed with two 5.9 inch and
two 3 inch guns and number of pom-poms and
machine guns.

B. Egypt. During the night of July
15th-20th Blenheims searched Tobruk Harbour for
Italien cruiser chased by "Sydney"; ship not
located but shipping in harbour attacked by
Blenheims and Swordfish, three direet hits, one
causing major exploslon.

Mediterranesn. Further arrivel of 18
8.79 bombers at Fhodes increases total strength
of bombers in the Dodecanese to 77. Reinforce-
ments comprise 12 Stormo, reputed ss Italy's most
famous bomber formation. This Stormo probably
carried out recent Haifa raid. Reported German
parachutists, engineers, and alrmen have arrived
in Lybia and more are expected.

Sudan. On 19th Wellesley alrecraft
bombed Agardot and Barentu sercdromés; one enemy
aircraft destroyed and others demaged as well
a8 W/T station at Barentu.

Kenya. On 18th four aircraft of S.A.A.F.
blew up petrol dump destroying one enemy aircraft
gnd meverely damaged another at Neghelli aerodrome.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

July 23rd, 1940

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of July 22nd.
Believe me,
Dear Mr., President,

— Very sincerely yours,

L

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerlca,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 22nd.

1. Early yesterday morning German
merchant vessel, believed tanker, escorted by
five destroyers or 8loops, sighted off
Norwegian comst proceeding south. Two attacks
carried out by our aircraft obtained hits both
times. When last seen, tanker was stopped and
on fire.

During attack on Dover yeaterday,
destroyer Besgle shot down one enemy aireraft,

Destroyers Vanoc and Havelock collided
in Liverpool approaches July 20th; Vanoc holed
above water-line: Havelock 8lightly damaged.

H. M. submarine Phoenix now four days
over due is presumed lost.

Attack on U-boat by Beryl reported in
summary of July 20th considered succesaful,
0il still rising from position. Two rromising
attecks carried out July 21st agsinst U-boats
northeast approach by one of our aireraft and
sloop Wemton,
2. Our night bombing July 20th - 2lst
was generally successful, most targets located
end attacked. Ne definitely successful results
Wilhelmshaven dockyard but one 2000 1b. bomb
fell near the Admiral Scheer. During a successful

mine/



mine-laying operation, one Hampden claims a
direct hit with one 250 1b bomb on a 2000 ton
vessel off Copenhagen.

Last night 112 aircraft were despatchad
as follows:

Eighty-one bombers against aircraft
factories and store depots, with oll plants and
railway targets as additionsl objectives, &
medium bombers to petrol tanks at Ghent, 18 medium
bombers to enemy aerodromes, 8 heavy ‘b-;ruharu for
mine-laying in the Helsingor area, 5 heavy bombera
leaflet dropping in northwestern France. A4ll
aireraft except one returned safely.

- Enemy asctivity on the night of July 20th
= 2lst in addition th that reported yesterday:

Tin box factory at West Hartlepool
demolished, with 13 minor casualtiesa; some houses
destroyed at Plymouth and 1 person killed; structural
demage a8t s....port, 5 persons killed, Bombs were
dropped without serious damege in the Orkneys, near
S8eaham, Sunderland and Houghtoh, near Aylaeham,
Shoeburyneas, near Gillingham and Margate, and
at Falmouth., Near Bishop Auckland canisters of
crude oil were dropped on farm lemnd but 4id not
ignite., Yesterday the enemy were active chiefly
ageinst Channel fleets and attacks on shipping.

In two instances formations preparing to attack
convoys turned back on seeing our fighters.

Last night enemy air activity was less,
but widely dispersed. Bomba were dropped at

Portobello/



Portobello, Tyneaide, in Leicesterahire, at
Milfordhaven and near Flymouth., B8Small material
demage and only one casuelty reported. Mine-laying
suspected in the Thames Estuary, FPlymouth, and

Tyne Areas.

Subsequent information corrects enemy
casualties reported in yesterday's summary to 15
confirmed and 8 unconfirmed. Yesterday L enemy
aireraft confirmed as destroyed, 1 unconfirmed;
our casualties 2, One Sunderland despatched July

218t on reconnaissance Trondheim failled to return.

Le Ehipping casualties:
(a) By U-boats:

British Fellside, 3500 tons, ocutward bound
in ballast sunk July 17th northwestern approaches.
(v) By air:

Panama Frossoula, 1300 tons, sunk Bay
of Biscay July 15th.

Yesterday weatbound Channel convoy
repeatedly bombed off south coast; British Terlings,
2300 tons, sunk; Norwegian tanker Kollbjorg, 8000
tons, set on fire; lNorweglian tanker Nina Borthen,

6000 tons, damaged.

5. Melte,  Early yesterday 3 Italian aircraft
made a low bombing atteck on Kelfarsna, causing slight
damage., Later the same morning, during the second

attack, 1 bomber shot down by anti-aircraft.



Dear Mr. President,

July 24th, 1940

Xl
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINCGTON, D.C.

I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report on the military

gituation. This was sent off from London

late on the evening of July 23rd.

The Honourable

Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

Believe me,

Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

£ it



Telegram despatched from London

late on the evening of July E£3rd,

1. H. M. Destroyer "Hasty" on
night of Tth/Bth north of Alexandria carried
out two promieing attacks against U-boata.
Firet depth charge attack followed by heavy
under-water explosions considered successful.
Few hours later second U-boat attacked, is
believed damaged and possibly sunk.

As sequel to enemy mine-laying
activiiy recently: g7 magnetic mines destroyed
in sweeping operations ¥esterday.

2. Royal Air Force night bombing
2lst/28nd generally successful. Hite
observed on aireraft factories and depots at
Gottingen, Hotenburg, Wiasmar and Kageel, on
railway targets at Hemm and Scest, and on oil
plant at Gelsenkirchen. Aerodromes at
Hotterdam and in northwest France and north-
western Germany also oil tanks at Ghent were
attacked with success and mine-laying opera-
tions carried out.

Yesterday, all Blenheims despatched
obliged to sbandon tasks owing to lack of
eloud cover.

Laat night 78 aireraft deaspateched
as follows: 50 heavy bombers against aireraft
factory and depot at Bremen and Paderborn; oil

plant/
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plant at Gelsenkirchen; rallway targets at
Hemm, Essen and Dusseldorf; aerodrome at
Egchwege. Of these, one asireraft carried
leaflets for northwest France. 18 medium
bombers against aserodromes; 10 aireraft for
mine-leying in Helsingfors area, Ems Estuary
and Hubert Gat. 2 aircraft missing.

3. Addition to yesterday's report:
enemy aireraft ceused considerable demage to
Albert Docks Station, Leith Docks, night of
2lst/28nd. Casuslties one killed, six injured;
shipping and main traffiec not affected.

Only elight enemy air activity yeaster-
day. Duff House, Banff, was bombed, four
German prisoners killed, twenty-three injured.
Meteorclogical flights carried out, chiefly
over north Beottish waters, and in one cese as
far as Iceland, also shipping reconnaissance
flights. Our convoys, protected by fighters,
were approached but enemy seemed reluctant to
attack. Beveral incendiary bembe dropped in
Northumberland, but fires gquickly extinguished.

Last night, considerable esnemy
activity over wide-spread area, but damage was
8light and casualties few. Incendiary bombs
dropped in Fife, and a few H.E.s in Lincolnshire,
Essex, Yorkshire and South Wales; at Chepatow
a factory was damaged without causlng casualties
or affecting output. Mine-laying was on exten-
sive scale. Casualties: Enemy two bombers

confirmed/
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confirmed and one unconfirmed. Our fighter
casualties nil.

4. No shipping casuaslties were
reported yesterday.

5. Aden. 12 Blenheims dropped
five bombs on Diredawa aerodrome July £lat;
results not yet availsble, one Blenheim
misaing. Night of 2lat/22nd, two of our
airecraf't bombed Macasca sercdrome.

Egypt. On July 20th a unit of our
armouraed brigade engaged enemy column of
twelve guns and motor transport north of
Capuzzo and forced enemy to withdraw. Enemy
aircraft on July 2lst bombed Sollum, Mersa
Matruh, Fuka and area west of S5idi Barrani.

No damage reported.



Seeret—— -

’x e
a, &,

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

July 25th, 1940

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of July 24th.
Believe me,
Deer Mr. President,

Very eincerely yours,

R
O'Yoz?gxg D K ﬁrz.a‘_

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 24th,

1, Force of elght enemy destroyers and
8ix marnhan£ vessels reported by our aircraft
22,00 hours July 23rd off southwest Norway,
course northwest 10 knots. Fifteen aireraft of
Fleet air arm left to attack between 23.30
hours and midnight. One Swordfish registered
hit on enemy destroyer with torpedo, other
machines failed to locate enemy. One of & force
of our M.T.B.s operating off French coast
engaged six enemy E-boats early this morning.
2. During night of 22nd - 23rd heavier
scole attacks sgeinst Gelsenkirchen oil plant,
Paderborn air depot and Bremen air factory all
observed very satisfactory.

Yesterday, attacks by Blenheims were
hampered by bad weather and inconclusive,

Last night, one hundred aircraft
despatehed as follows. Three Blenheims to
aerodrome at Amaterdam, eleven Blenheims to
aerodromes in Germany, thirty Wellingtons to
eireraft factory at Gotha and oil plant at
Gelsenkirchen, twenty-four Whitleys to aireraft
factory Kassel, marshelling yards at Osnebruck
and Oldenburg, and oil refinery at Hamburg,

fourteen/



Tourteen Hampdens aircraft factory
Wenzendorf, three Wellingtons and three
Whitleya leaflet dropping in northern France
8ix Blenheims barges at Amsterdam, six
Swordfish minelaying in the Scheldt off
Terschelling Gat and off Texel.

One Messerschmidt 110 shot down
by Wellingtons on the way out., One Blenheim
missing,

3. Full reports indicate enemy bonbing
activity night of 22nd-23rd almost entirely
confined to coamstal districts as follows.
Firth of Forth, Humber to the Wash, Thames
Estuary, South Wales coast. No aerioua demage,
only ten minor cesualties,.

Yesterday morning two smell enemy
formations attempted to renetrate; one crossing
the ecoast near Shoreham as far as Kenley, other
approached to within a few miles of Lorth
Foreland; both turned back on seeing our fighter
squadron patrols. Only bombs dropped were in
Chathem and Worthing districts, no damage or
easualties reported.

Last night enemy amctivity was on a
reduced scale, almost entirely confined to
coastel flights, probaebly minelaying; chief
attention paid to emst comst from Dover to
the Tyne and the Forth Estuary.

Soon after midnight, a smoke screen
ebout 100 yards long and 30 feet high
reported off Dover by Observer Corps.

e/



b Summary of eir casuslties;
Day of Jyly 23rd

Enemy: Confirmed - 1 bomber (Kinnaird Head)
1l flying boat
Unconfirmed - 1 bomber (Great
Yarmouth)
Our own: Nil
t July 23rd - 2Lth
Enemy: 1 Messerschmidt 110 confirmed,
1 Heinkel 111 eonfirmed.
Our own: 1 Blenheim missing
Iotal - Enemy 4. Our Own 1.
B Yo attacks on shipping reported
during period covered by summary: but enemy
eireraft sttacked U mine-sweeping trawlers
Themes Estuary and caused some damage.
B Egypt. During the night of the 21st
- 22nd and on the 22nd, Blenheims attacked
El Gubbi aerodrome, where fires were started
and three bombs fell among enemy aircraft;
and Tobruk harbour, where direct hits were
obtained on submarine jetty.
Same night, enemy asireraft bombed
8141 Berrani, Mersa Matruh, Akesaba and Fuka;
no damage. On the 22nd, ten enemy bombera

attacked troops Hemra; no important damage.
Malte /



Mdelta., Yesterday one Sunderland
aireraft attacked three merchant vessels and
three tankers in convoy with one deatroyer off
Cape Bpartivento. Direct hits observed on two
merchant vessels and convoy dispersed.

Budan. Buecessful attacks made on
aercdromes Asmara and Unm 21st and 22nd.

Eenyax Adrcraft of S8.A.A.F. on the
20th and 2lst bombed 5 gun emplacements and 50
camels north of Huce and native troops &t Derkali
and motor transport on Takasbe-Buna road.

Indications point that enemy's
entire Itelien air forces in Itelien East
Africe are concentrated in narthern Eritrea
opposlite Aden and the Suden and in eastern
Apyssinia opposite British Somaliland, leaving
southern Abyssinis and Italisn Someliland com=-
rletely undefended by fighter aireraft. These
dlspoeitions evidently rendered necessary by
constant R.A.F. raids on Itelien aerocdromes

in northern Eritrea and eastern Abyssinia.
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BRITIEH EMBaSSY,
WABHINGTON, B.C.

July 26th, 1940

L
Dear Mr. Fresident,

i I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation, This was sent off from
London early on the evening of July
25th.

Believe me,
- Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours 3

REqg '
UN CLAZA*DED by

The Honouraeble

Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the Upited States of America,

Washington, p. C,



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of July 25th.

Two convoys attacked yesterday
off East Kentish comst. Both cevescsnssas
by our fighters. East-bound convoy attacked
between 08,00 and 09,00 hours, one Dornier
shot down. BSouth-bound convoy attacked by large
Tforce of enemy bombers with fighter escort at
12.30 hours. Eight fighters,two bombers
brought down; two of our Spitfires missing.

No damage to either convoy, but during the
second attack two trawlers sunk, two damaged.
2. Cur nightly bombing 23rd to 2Lth
generally successful: number of direct hits
reported on aireraft works Gotha, Kassel,
Wenzendorf; barracks north of Gotha also
attacked., Satisfactory results also obtained
on rallway targets Oldenburg, Osnebruck, Soonl,
and Hamm, oil refinery Hamburg, rallway bridge
Rheine,

Ten Elenheims despatched yesterday
unable to complete task owing to unfavoursble
weather,

Last night 14 Whitleys sent to attack
"Europa" and "Bremen" at Hamburg, and 13 Hampdens
to aircraft factories Wenzendorf and Wismar;

all aireraft returned, reports awaited.

3/



3 Early yesterdsy, enemy aireraft
dropped 4 HE and 8 I bomba Paisley, negligible
damage; afternoon, some borba dropped Walton-on=-
Thames, slight demage to gas works, production
unaffected, four minor casualties. 5 HE bombs
also dropped at Vickers Weybridge, no casualties
or demmege. One Junker B5 brought down in
Eristol Channel near Lynton.

There was no enemy air activity last
night,

Alr transport activity still maintained
from northern Germeny to aercdromes in north
Dermark and south Norway.

718 Summary of air casualties, July 24th.

Enemy: B8 fighters (ME 109) 4 bombers
(ineludes 1 Chance-Vought American) conf'irmed,
12 fightere 5 bombera unconf'irmed,

Qur own: 4 fighter aircraft,

liight of the 24th - 25th. o casualties,

Zotel: Enemy 12, Our own L.
5e Shipping cesualties. French "ieknes"
(6000 tons), going to larseilles to repatriate
French personnel, believed torpedoed by E-boate
off Portlamd Bill last night. About 1000
survivors rescued.

On July 2let, British "Ellaroy"

(700 tons) sunk by U-boat gunfire West of Cape
Finisterre.

6. /



G Egypt, Transport of one of oup
armoured brigades bombed on the 22nd July;
200 ingendiary bonba dropped, 30 per cent
duds, no casualties or damage,

Malta. Early yesterday two small
bombing formations caused slight damage to
R.A.F. guarters at Kalafrari,

Falestine, "“Shell" installation
Helfa succesafully bombed yesterday by 8
Itelian eireraft, sbout 35 persons killed,

Eritrea, Five Wellesleys attacked
Massewa fuel instmlletions on July 23rd,

7 direct hits obmerved, and 21 further hits
registered on reilways..

Yesterday, 3 Blenheims bombed

Macaaca aserodrome and scored direct hit on

one hangar,
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Uh?rEGRADED ‘ BRITISH EMBASSY,
..SS,{F‘,ED WASHINCTON, D.C.

July 27th, 1940,

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the militery
situation, This was sent off from
London early this morming.

Believe me,

Dear Mr, President,

RE Very sincerely yours,
UG RADED

L“‘SSIF;'EQ { /o

The Honourable
Franklin D, Reoosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C,



Telegram despetched from London early
on the morning of July 27th,

1, F‘rar-tuh "Meknes" carried 100 French
naval off'icers ineluding Admiral Cayol, 1186
French naval ratings. 99 officers and 798
men saved,

Destroyers "Boress" and "Brilliant"
despatched yesterday afterncon to drive off
9 enemy E-boats threatening west-bound channel
convoy, were heavily bombed and fired on by
shore batterieas, The “Boreas" severely
damaged and towed into Dover, 15 killed, 29
wounded, "Brillient" hit aft but no casual-
tiea, E-boats retired behind smoke screen,

2. Cur night bombers 24th/25th exper-
ienced very bad weatherpr conditions, some mach-
ines unable to identify targets, however dock
areas at Hamburg, wilh-lmaﬁarm, alsoc
aireraft factories at Wenzendorf, Wismar
attecked; results unobserved, Yesterday
afternoon 16 Blenheims despatched against enemy
E-boate attacking Channel convoy.

Last night 193 aireraft despatched
as follows: 12 Battles against aerodromes
at Evere and Hingene; 12 Blenheims againat
aerodromes in Holland and Northern Germany;

59 Wellingtons to aircraft factory at Gotha,

oil/
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oil target at Dortmund, Eschwege aerodrome and
rallway targets; 24 Whitleys against olil targets
at Wanne-Eikel, Castrop-Rauxel and Dgprtmund-Ems
canal agueduct; & Hampdens leaflet dropping in
Northern France; 3 Swordfish mine-laying in Meuse
estuary; 6 Blenheims against oil tenks at Cher-
bourg, & Hudsons against oil tanks at Amsterdam;
€& Blenheims againat barges building yardse at
Spaaram, All aireraft, except six reported
miesing, returned safely.

S Enemy aircraft attacked convoy off
8purn Point early yesterday and again in the evening.
Two Heinkels 111 probable casualties,

West-bound channel comvoy heavily and
fregquently attacked by large formations, one of
which fifty strong. Fifteen enemy aircraft shot
down, of which one by A.A. Forty enemy asircraft
approached the Needles yesterday morning and
moved towards Fortland, our fighters engaged and
shot down six, Near Stroud four bombs dropped
near one of our aerodromes. One enemy asroplane
ghot down by A.A., and one by a training aircraft.
Last night no reports of bombs dropped, but enemy
mine-laying airceraft activity.

L Summry of eir casualtiss: Day of 25th:
Enemy. 15 off Dover (one by A. A.). 6 off
Portland., 1 Portamouth, 2 Gloucester area
(1 by Adha)s A1l confirmed. 11 off Dover. =2
off Portemouth, 2 off Spurn Head, Unconfirmed.

gur losses: 6 fighters,
Night of 25th/26th:
Cur/
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Our losses, & bombers missing, Total
enemy 26 confirmed and 14 unconfirmed,

Cur own - 6 fighters and & bombers - total
1z,

L Bhipping Casuslties,

By air: during atteck on Channel convoy
British "Corshorn" 1000 tons, "Polgrange" 800
tons, "Leo" 1100 toms, “Hunrgr Moon" 1100 tons
and "Portslade" 1100 tons - all sunk; British
"New Minister" 1000 tons,"Hodder" 1000 tons,
"Tamworth" 1300 tons and Danish "Gronlana"
1250 tons - severely demeged; "Suminity" 500
tons - beached. W/8 Trawler "Fleming" sunk
by dive bombers off Harwich on evening of 2hth,
¥/8 Trawler "Berberis" in company of "Fleming"
shot down cne enemy aercplane and savarsly
deamaged another, By U-Boat: on l4th, Norwegian
tanker "Sarita" 6000 tone torpedoed and sunk
in Atlantic.

6.  Mgditerranean,

Considerable civilian air traffie
reported between Lybia and Dodecanese,

Italy.

Italian air patrole west coast of
Greece have started again,

Egypt.

Amnunition dump near Bardia success-
fully attacked on 2L4th. BSix Gladiators acting
ag escort shot down four and possibly five out
of elghtesn enemy fighters met. All our
aireraft returned safely, Dernia aerodrome

succassfully/
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succesafully attacked by Blenheims on 25th, five
escorting Gladiators shot down into sea five
out of seven enemy aireraft, All ocur machinss
returned safely, Coneiderable enemy activity
reported on 25th north of Capuzzo,

Italy, Conditione at Trieste reported
derressing. General discontent attributed to
severe black-cut conditions serious shortage of

meat, coffee and tobacco,
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

July 29th, 1940.

S R R ol s o :

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein copies of
the latest reports on the milltary
gituation. One was sent off on the
evening of July 27th; the other on
the evening of July 28th.

Believe me,

Dear Mr., President,

REGRADED Very sincerely yours,
UNCLASSIFIED e

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C,



Telegram despatched from London
early on the evening of July 27th.

1, Weather not good over north Germany
night of 25th to 26th; however, sbout half
eireraf't despatched located end attacked primary
ocbjectives, majority of remainder bombed alter—
native targets.

Attacks particularly successful on
eir stores at Eschwege, aircraft Tactory Gotha,
o0il targets at Dortmund, Castrop, Rauxel, Bottrop
and Sterkrade; delayed mction bomba dropped on
last two targets.

Lighter scale attack on aerodromes in
Holland and Germany, aircraft factory Kassel,
blast furnaces Ruhr, and oil targets Kemen and
Eremen.

Yesterday weather unfavourable for
bombing operations, tasks sbandoned most casea;
nevertheless two aercdromes and one power station
attacked, ell machines peturned safely.

Last night 33 aireraft despatehed against
0il tergets Ludwigshafen, St. lazaire, Cherbourg,
Nentes end railway target Hamm; one aireraft
missing.

24 Early yesterday morning enemy aircraft
dropped ten H. E, bonbe on Hastings and in
vicinity/




vieinity eausing 12 casuslties and some material
demage, Unsuceessful ettack on convoy off
Spithead. Enemy activity generally on much reduced
scale; several formations epproached the comst

but showed marked disinclination to press home
attacks when confronted by our Tighters.

Last night enemy aireraft sctive over wide
area though very little damsge caused. Mine-laying
suapected off southemst and northeast coasts.
Bombing was scattered and in no locality were
attacks heavy or demege or casualties important.

3 Summary of air casualties:-
Day of July 26ths Enemy: 5 confirmed, 2
unconfirmed
Our own: 1 Hurricene
t of 26th - th
Cur own: 1 missing
Total: Enemy 5, our own 2.
ba Shipping casualties.

By U-boat, yesterday: British "Accora®
(9300 tons) and "Vinemeor" (4300 tons) both in
cutward-bound convoy torpedoed off northern Ireland.
"Accra" sunk, 340 rescued; "Vinemoor" had stern
blown off, but still floating. Early this morning
British "Sambre" (5200 tons) in seme convoy tor-
pedoed; further details awaited.

By mine: yesterday, British "Haytor"
(1200 tons) mined and sunk in Thames Estuary;
Korwegian "Balzac®™ (1000 tons) mined and sunk off

Bunderland.
5/






Telegram despatched from London
early in the evening of July 28th,

1. Enemy aircraft yesterday morning
attacked north-bound convoy off East coast

of which British "™Westavon" (2800 tons)
disabled; this convoy and also south-bound
convoy attackdd in afternoon when no damage or
casualtles were reported, His Majesty's
deatroyer "Wren™ on patrol bombed and sunk off
Orfordness, four officers and ninety-nine
rescued, Casunlties of destroyer "Montrose"™
in company with “Wren" seriously demaged and
towed into Harwich., "Montrose" reports having
shot down one end probably two aireraft.

Yesterday afterncon enemy airecraf't
aettacked Dover Harbour. FPFollowing casualties
to H. M. shipe reported. Destroyer "Codrington
sunk in attack by seven M. E. 109a. Destroyer
"Walpole™ demaged by near misses. H. M. repair
ship “Sendhuret®™ alongside destroyer "Cpdrington®
sustained considerable damage.,

He M. salvage vessel "Tedworth™ bombed
off North Forelend, sustained slight damage
and some casualties,

Early on July 26th nine Skuas of Fleet
air arm claimed to have sunk one 3000 ton
merchant vessel in Bergen area,

on/



On July 27th one Hudson attacked
Norwegian merchant vessel off Stavanger and regis-
tered direct hit on stern: ship abandoned by crew.
dnother Hudson attacked three merchant vessels
off Terschelling and registered one hit.

2. During night of July 26th to 27th
weather conditions prevented our aircraft from
locating oil targets at Ludwigshaven, three air-
craft however attacked railway targets. Seventeen
aireraft attacked oil targets at Nantes and St.
Nazaire; no definite results observed.

Yesterday fourteen Blenheims despatched
singly, all returned; weather conditions caused
ebandomment of their tesks but following targets
ettacked: Nordsee Canal, one hit on canal bank;
berges at Staravon; Terpitz at Wilhdmshaven,
Results ynobserved of last two targets.

Fifty-four bombers despatched last night
es follows: Twenty-four Wellingtons, seven Hempdena
01l targets at Hemburg, twelve Hampdens mine-laying
in Elbe Estuary, two Hampdens and six Wellingtons
leaflet dropping in Brest and Beauvais areas, three
Blenheims oll tenks at Amsterdeam; all machines
returned.

3. Enemy amctivity on night of July 26th to
27th more widespread. Bombs dropped northeast
Scotland, parts of Eseex, ineluding outekirta of
Londen, in Kent and southwest England. Only minor
damage, two killed and fourteen wounded according

to latest reports.
Yesterday/



Yesterday besides operations elready reported
our fighters intercepted reider on convoy
Weymc uth area, two enemy aircraft destroyed.
Other formations approached Socuth coast,
ineluding one of twenty aireraft, making for
Dover on sighting our fightera,

Last night enemy activity probably
mine-leying reported along west and east coasts.
Some bombe dropped without result. Kiddwelly,
Upwell-on-8everen, Earls Croombe. At Swansea
damage to railway track, water mains and telephone
lines, but no casualties reported.

L. Summary of air casualties:
Day of July 27th:

Enemy: confirmed 2 Weymouth area.

One H.E. 113 and one naval
reconnaissance airecraft off Dover,
One by anti-aireraft, probobly 2.

Our own: Two Tighters.

Total: Enemy 5, our own 2,

5 Early on July 26th four ships from
westbound Channel convoy, bombed July 25th, were
attacked by E-boats while proceeding to Shoreham.
British "Lulonga" (800 tons) in ballast, "London
Trader™ (650 tons) and "Broadhurst™ (1000 tons)
both carrying coal, were sunk,

on/
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On July 27th Britishtanker "Thiara"
(10,000 tons) with whale oil mined and sunk off
Inchkeith Lighthouse. Ten missing, 20 injured on
British "Aucklend Star" (13,200 tons) general
cargo and not in convoy torpedoed and sunk off
aocuthwest Ireland.
B Mediterranean., Enemy aircraft dropped
bombs on Malte and Alexandriam on July 27th with
negligible results.

Libya. The 33 Repeap, Sicily, (8.79
bonbers) has moved from 8ieily to Benina (Libya).

8ix troop-carrying aircraft have arrived
at Benghazi from Italy. Carrying cepacity 18 each.

Mille serodrome (Egstern Abyssinia)
again attacked by Blenheims on July 27th. One
btomber set on fire on the ground, others damaged.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 30th, 1940

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
sltuation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of July 29th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED é/&:z%
UNCthlelED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Preslident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London

on the evening of July 29th.

Haval. Yesterday armed merchant cruiser
"Alcantara" engaged enemy raider for about

1 hour 600 miles east of Hio. The "Alcantars"
received hit in engine-room, two killed,

seven wounded, her speed reduced to 10 knots.
Raider escaped southerly course 15 knots.

Btrong forece carried out sweep off
Horwegisn coast yesterdey, no enemy ships
encountered.

E-boats reported off Beachy Head
last night.

Iwo anti-submarine attecks made
yesterday by our anti-submarine trawlers, one
attack off Malin Head considered promising.

2. Royal Air Force. Kight bombing
£7th-28th affected by adverse weather; majority
of aircraft failed to locate primary targets,
most cases impoesible to observe results.

After light-welght atteck on two oil refineries
at Hamburg, fires and explosions seen. Hudson
reports registering hits and starting fires
fuel tenks Amsterdam.

Yesterday, of 5 Blenheims despatched
4 ebandoned the task owing to unsuitable weather.

Remaining/



Remaining Blenhelm bombed Leeuwarden aerodrome,
somes enemy aircraft believed deamaged.

Last night 90 medium and heavy bombers
attacked following targets: aerofdromes Erussels
and elsewhere; oil targets Cherbourg, Homburg,
Kamen, Bremen, Hembourg; sirecraft factory at
Wismar; marshalling yards at Hamm, Cologne; barge-
building yards at Spaardam. 12 Hampdens sent
mine-laying eastern Danish waters.

2 Blenheims 1 Hampden missing.

3. During early part of yesterday,
enemy activity reduced ascale. One JU 88 landed
intaect Bexhill, another JU 88 shot down Plymouth.
In the afternoon, 100 enemy aircraft approaching
Dover engaged by 4 squadrons of our fighters;

5 enemy fighters and £ reconnaissance meroplanes
shot down, our casualties 2 8Spitfires.

Last night, considerable enemy mine-
laying activity Themes Estuary and Esst Coast.
Most reids by single aireraft. Bombs dropped
northeast Scotland, Newcastle, near Crewe,
Cardiff, and southeast England. No serious
demage reported, casualties 1l wounded.

One enemy aircraft crashed near Hewbury;
occupants escaped by parachute, still at large.

4. Bummary of air casualties:-

Day 28th
Enemy
Confirmed, 2 bombers (one landed
intact) 5 fighters, 2 reconnaissance.
British/



British

£ Bpitfires.
Night of 28th/29th
Enemy
1 bomber
Br h
3 medium bombers.
Totel: Enemy 10. British 5.

5. BShipping casuslties by air;
early 28th, British "Orlockhesd" (1500 tons)
sunk off Thurso. British "Mathura" (9,000 tong)
hit by bomb Aden; cargo of lorries wrecked,

6. Mediterransan. Malta bombed six
times B8th by aireraft single or in pairs: some
damage to property Grend Harbour district: later,
one enemy fighter shot down by anti-aireraft.

Yesterdsy, a Sunderland, after attack-
ing 3 warships near Augusta without result, was
seriously damaged by enemy fighters, one or
possibly two of which were ghot down. Same day,
ancther Sunderland shot down enamy figher Malta
area.

italy. Three independent reports state
that food situstion Dodecanese very unsatisfactory;

it/



if blockade maintained, morale of gerrison,
already low, may deteriorate into open
insubordination.

Fighter defence Dodecanese, rein-
forced by nine C.H. 428 now believed conalsts
of 89 fighter aircraft.

Deliveries of German aircraft to
Roumanie, suspended sbout a month ago, have

now been resumed.
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BRITISH EMBABSEY,
WABHINGTON, D.C.
July 31st, 1940,

—

Dear Mr, President,
I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
situation, This was sent off from
London yesterday afternoon,
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED Sl

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the afterncon of July 30th,

Yesterday morning in an attack
on Dover harbour by about 4O enemy aireraft,
destroyer depot ship "Sandhurst" received
slight damage, One auxiliary patrol vessel
sunk end one Danish merchant vessel (1100
tons). Same evening destroyer "Delight"
bombed by 16 enemy airoraft off Fortland
sericusly damsged by near misses; 147 personnel
believed landed. Casualties one killed 33
wounded,

Armed merchant cruiser "Alcantara
describes enemy raider as about BOOO tons with
director firing. Firing opened at &000
yards with great aceuracy, second salvo rendered
useless "Aleantara's" fire control and
aerial, Hange subseguently closed 9,200 yards
when reider turned awey behind smoke-screen
after having been hit, Damages inflicted on
enemy not known. Ho damage to "Aleantara'se"
armament ,

Early on morning of July 29th
destroyer "Skate" unsuccessfully attacked
by torpedo off Beachy Head., Subsegquently
four attacks carried out by two of cur destroyers
and one trawler resulted in oll rising.

Posltion/
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Fosition buoyed and trewler standing by,

About 20 E-Boats located July 2B8th
in Noerth Prench ports,

2. Royal Air Force. Night bombing cperations
July 28th/29th hampered by weamther, intense anti-
aireraft and sesarchlights, 0il targets, aircraft
factory and railway targets engaged as Primary
and several sercdromes as secondary, Accurate
estimate of results not possible. 011 tenks at
Cherbourg successfully attacked several hits snd
serious fires seen,

1l Blenheims despatched yesterday, 7
abandoned task, one miesing, Targets attacked:
aircraft depot, oil refineries, mercdromes slso
ghipping and barges. Photographs of Dortmund
Canal show new agueduct empty but old cne still
in uee,

Last night 5 Blenheima 64 heavy bombers
sent to attack shipping at Emden, L oil targets, also
railway targets; 12 Hampdens sent mine-laying
Copenhagen and EZmden, All aireraft returned
safely,

L German Air Force, Yesterday morning
enamy aireraft attacking Dover harbour engeged
by 4 fighter squadrona, 13 bombers and 9
fighters shot down, our losses 3 fighters,
Unsucceasful atteck alsc made on convoy of f
Orfordness same evening by 30-40 aireraft. This
formation intercepted, two ME.110's shot down,

Ko British casualties, Ancther large formation
approached southwest comst about 6,15; majority
turned/
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turned back, a few attacked naval vessel off
Fortland as already reported, This formation not
intercepted. Last night enemy mine-laying sus-
Pected entire length of east coast; few aircraft
erossed coast and little bombing. Only casualtiea
reported, 4 slightly injured,

I, Summary of air casualties: Day of July
29th,

Enemy: Confimmed; 7 ME., 109's, 2 ME, 110's
10 Ju. 87's, 2 Ju. 88's, 1 HE. 111, Total 22,

Unconfirmed; 2 ME, 109's, 1 ME 110, 5
JU, 87's, 1 DIT 215, 1 DIT 17, Total 10,

British: 2 Bpitfires (1 pilot safe) 1
Hurrieane, 1 Blenheim, Total L,

5. Shipping casualties, By mine July 29th,

Brit.*;,uh ehip (5,500 tons) inward-bound,
carrying iron ore sunk off Liverpool; British ship
(6000 tona) earrying iron ore dsmaged off Harwich,
tug sent to assist; British ship (1,200 tons)
carrying coal sunk off Harwich; last two in north-
bound convoy,

6. Malts,

Yesterday formetion of 1 ghters and bombers
approaching the island turned back without dropping
bombs,

Aden,

Three Elenheims attacked naval barracks
at Aseab and another aerodrome, One Blenheim
missing., Yesterday formation of five Italian

bombera attacked fuel tanks at Aden, Negligible

msﬂ.
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