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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCGTON, D.C.

August let, 1940

deevet—
Dear Mr. President,
i il I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from London
early on the evening of July 3lst.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
e Very sincerely yours,
REGRADED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of Ameriea,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London

early in the evening of July 3lst,
.

1, Deatroyer Myhitaheq" strick a
mine off Harwich, being towed into harbour,
Greek ship "Hermione", carrying
petrol and oil, intercepted July 28th by
eruiser "Neptune™ in the Aegean, Later the
"eptune” and H, M., Australian ship "Sydney"
were bombed while escorting the "Hermione®
and were obliged to sink her. Captain and
erew were sent away in ships boat cloae to
land.
2, R. A. P. Bad oheerving conditions,
low clouds, scvere ieing hindered night operations
on the 29th to 30th, Attecks on oil targets
were successful espeeially at Monheim whepre
refinery was left burning fiercely.
k. Twenty-four Blenheims despatched
yeaterday, principally against aerodromes,
0il targets, and aircraft depot in enemy
oecupied territory. Bombs seen to fall amongst
dispersed aireraft on various aerodromes and
on railway trucks and sidings. Barges in
Ostend Canal alse attucked, results uncbserved,
One aireraft registered two hits on 5000 ton
ship/



ahip off Flushing, All aircraft returned. i

Last night 14 Wellingtons sent to
attack oll tergets. Other operations eancelled
owing to weather conditions. . All our aireraft
returned.

German air force only slight activity
yeaterday., One aeroplene attacked southbound
eonvoy off Harwich; few bombs dropped, no
damage. 8ingle aircraft dropped bombs on
liorwich, & printing works and some houses
dameged; casualties 10 killed, 16 injured.
Formation of 15 enemy aireraft approached South-
weet copst but turned away.

Lest night, enemy activity much
reduced, probably owing to weather. Some air-
eraf't reached outer London suburbas; few bombs
dropped, no damage or casuslties. Some barrage
baloons reported fired at. Sporadic bombing,

without materiel result, reported from southwest

England.

L. Summary of air casueltiess-
Day of July 30th., Enemy (confirmed)
one HE 111. One ME 110. Total, enemy 2.
British: nil.

5Sa S8hipping casualties.

By U-boat; 2 Greek shipa (3500 and LOOO
tons), carrying grain and wood to Ireland, sunk
14 and 15 miles off Fortuguese coast and French
Atlantic coast. Yesterday, British "Claen
Menzies™ (7300 tons), carrying wheat and tinned
fruit from Australia, torpedoed and sunk off

northern/



northern Ireland. Master and 35 of the crew
landed in Ireland.

B Egypt. On July 26th to 27th two
armoured car patrols 1lth Hussars attacked
Libyen frontier by enemy aireraft; two armourned
cars burned, one man killed, three wounded.

One officer and twelve men with two armoured
cars and lorries missing.

Te Libya. Indications received Italians
considerasbly reinforeing Egyptian frontier
area. Artillery sctivity hes inereased, very
large column of M.T. and tanks seen south of
Bardia July 28th.

8. Suden. Heevy rains reported in the

whole area,
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BRITIEH EMBASEY,
WABHINCTOM, D.C.

e August 2nd, 1940
REGHADED -
UNCthdLFiED
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report on the military
situation., This was sent off from
London early on the morning of
August 2nd,
Balieve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

ey

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
early on the morning of August 2nd.

Deatroyer "Whitshed" reported
demaged yesterday crrived at Harwich under
own steam, OCasualties five killed, fifteen
wounded, eight missing.

8trong naval forces covering convoy
in Eastern lediterranean attacked five times
by enemy aireraft on July 27th; fifty-three
bombs dropped, no ship hit. July 3lst
eruiser "Sydney™ had two ratings slightly
injured.

On July 29th southeast of Crete two
airecraft from British aircraft carrier
engaged three Italian asircraft; shot down one,
demaged snother. One of our aireraft forced
to lend on the sea and sank, pilot rescued.

On July 31st British armed merchant
eruiser proceeding to Freetown attacked
three times, some damege caused by near misses.
During lest attack two enemy bombers driven
off by one Anson.

British merchant ship reported having
pighted yesterday morning disguised as merchant
ship reider 900 miles southwest of Freetown.

Polish/



Polish merchant ship arrived at Freetown on
July 30th having escaped from Dakar on July
27th although part of her machinery had been
removed by the French authorities. Captain
reports that "Richelieu" hit by two torpedces
in attack by our aireraft on July 8th.

2, R.A.F» During bombing on July 30th -
July 31st, two large explosions cbserved on
oll refinery and synthetic cil plant set on
fire. Two fires caused in railway yards.
Aluminium factory at Cologne, aerodromes end
anti-gireraft batteries in northwest Germany
and Belgium all successfully attacked,

Yesterday of twenty-eight Blenheims
despatched twelve obliged to sbandon tesk.
One shot down enemy fighter and one is missing.
Direet hit on hangar on enemy serodrome
reported. In the afternoon four Blenheims
bombed three E-boate off Havre; boats dispersed
and at least seven near misses registered.

Last night thirty medium bombers
deapatehed against oil targets in Hannover
aerodrome, alsc twelve Hampdens sent mine-
laying in Kiel area. Three machines missing.
3 derman Air Force. During night of
July 3%0th- 3lst, later reports state, two
R+A.F. fuel oil depots straddled but missed,
two bombs dropped close to Octene factory.

Yo/



Yo air bombing reported yesterday;
very slight activity.

Last night, enemy activity on wide
area, but few bombas dropped, no casualties
reported. Bombs, mostly incendiary, dropped
in Thames and Mersey Estuaries and in Cardiff
and Bristol sreas.

L. Summary of ailr casualties:
Day of July Jlst: Enemy confirmed 2 lesser-

schmitts 109, unconfirmed 2 bombers and 1 fighter,
British confirmed 1 Blenheim and 2 Spitfires.
Hight of July 3let - August lst: Enemy nil,
British 3 missing.

Totel: Enemy 2, British 6.

Ba ghipping cesualties yesterday.

By U-boat: British ship (6,300 tons) outward
bound in convoy torpedoed and sunk off northsrn
Ireland.

By mine: Norwegian ship (1,300 tons) carrying
ecoal, sunk in Bristcl Chamnel.

6. Melta. Yesterday morning nine enemy
fighters and one bomber engaged by three
Gladiators over Islands; bomber turned back,
one fighter shot down. One Gladietor shot down,

pllot rescusd.

T/



Te Reported from four separate sources
that Itelian battleships "Giulio Cesare" and
"Conte 41 Cavouli" recently inadvertently
attacked by Italiar sircraft and severely
damaged with numerous cesuslties. Reports
suggest that resemblance to British "Hood"
when viewed from air accounted for the mistake.
8. German divisions in France believed
distributed as follows:-

rthe ce (within approximately 50 miles
of the coast between Dunkirk and Bbest) forty.

Swiss Prontier (Bale to Geneva) seven,

(Possibly including one armoured).

Bordeaux to Spanish Frontier, three, (possibly

including one motorised).

Weat of France, rifteen.

Total: sixty-five.
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BRITIEH EMBABEY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Sacret
Augu?F ard, 1940,
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
situation. This wes sent off from
London last night.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Preasident,
Very sincerely yours,
REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED Z/éﬂ,ﬂ_\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



despatched from London on the ave o

August Snd, 1 ‘

NHaval.
Armed merchant cruiper "Alcantara"

rermitted by Brazilian authorities to remain
four days in Rio for repairs.

East Coast convoys contimially
attacked by submarine yesterday as many as ten
times. Only casuelty one British tanker
2500 tons damaged.

A Canadian convoy has arrived
safely in home waters.

2. Royal Air Force.

Denses eloud over all target arseas
hampered medium bombers night of July 3lst -
August lat.

Heavy bombers attacked oll refin-
erles, raillway targets, mercplana bass Amsterdam
variocus aerodromes Holland. Resultis uncbeerved
in most cases but bombs straddled one oil
refinery and csused blg explosion at another.

Yesterday morning lack of eloud
cover largely prevented bombing operations but
direct hit registered on new hangar one asro=-
droms. One Blenheim missing. In the after-
noon; recommalssance - Blenheim reported
thirty enemy eircraft Cherbourg; thirteen
Blenheims escorted by ten Blenheim fighters

Jeent
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sent to attack. Hits obtained on hangars,
enemy aireraft and barrack blocks; enany aireraft
machine gumed, fires and explosions reported.
Three aircraft failed to return.

Alr reconnaissance Kell yesterday showed
"Gnelsenaw and"Scharnhorst' in floating docks,
"utzow in dock, one Hipper class cruiser in dry
dock ons K class crulser. Approximately seven
submarines. Considerable activity in Canal.

Lagt night 43 heavy bombers despatched
egainst oll targets and military objectives in
Germany. Frojected operations by other
bombers cancelled. All our sircraft returned.

Early this morning l4 Elenheims left
to attack aerodromes in enemy-cccupied territory,
also aircraft depots mnd factories elesewhere.

3. German Air Force.

Yesterday morning ensmy activity
glight and chiefly restricted to recommalssance
by single gireraft or small formations.
Extensive damage caused Boulton and Paul
factory Norwiech but not eireraft factory; steel
worke also slightly dsmaged. 8ix killed, B4
injured. Little doubt that this attack carried
out by hostile Blenheim.

Last night activity slight. Bombs
dropped on Officers' Mesa, Pembroke Park. One
officer killed, six wounded; alsc in Scotland.
Leaflet glving translation of Hitler's speech
dropped Southampton, Mine-laying suspected
Thames estuary and off the northeast and

/8cottish
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8cottish coasts.

. Sumary of air casualties day of
August lst: enemy confirmed, two, unconfirmed
three, British, confirmed, one fighter, four
medium bombers. Total, enemy two, British
Tive.

B. 8hipping casualties. By U=boate:

on July 30th British ship 6500 tons sunk off
Hebrides. Early this morning three British
tankers 8000 tons, 6500 tons and 11,000 tons
sunk off mnorthern Irelend during dispersal of
outbound convoy. Late reporte indicate
ginking of Norwegian ship 1500 tons, Swedish
ship 2000 tons off northern Ireland 18th, and
Greek ghip 3300 tons in the western approaches
17th. By mina: British ship 7500 tons mined
Orfordness yesterday. Ship did not sink,
tugs sent to assist.

6. Italy.

Coneiderable alr transport activity
last three days on the routes Italy - Libya,
Dodecansse = Italy and Dodecanese - Libya.

One hundred German dive bombers pre-
viously reported Pola have now moved to
southern Italy. Also reported 38 German
dive bombers have gone to Libya via Austria
and Italy.

T. Middle East. On July 29th five of
our heavy bombers attacked munitions dump at
Maesawa. Results unobserved. Four of our
gireraft damaged. 0n July 30th attacks by
/medium



mediun and heavy bombers made on troop concen-
trations, buildings and railway station at
Kassala. All our aircraft returned.
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BRITIEH EMBASEY,
WABHIMNCTON, D.C.

August i;h v 1940

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on ths military
situstien. Thie wes sent off from
London last night.

Believe me,
Dear Wr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED L,
UNCLASSIFIED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegrem despatched from London

on the evening of August 3rd.

1. Kaval. Heference to summary
3756 page two, first paragraph. Fourteen
U-boats located at Kiel August lst.

SBubmarine "Oswald" presumed lost
following Itmlien claim of sinking and report
that fifty-two of the crew including the
Captain rescued.

Reinforcement of fighter aircraft has
safely arrived at Malta.

U-boat attacked yesterday afterncon
off northern Ireland by British sircraft which
claims to have caused damage by near misses.

2. Hoyel Alr Force. Heavy bombers

carried out very effective work night of
August 1lst/2nd. Fires were started in four oil
plants at Krupps, at Hssen and on marshalling
yards, one serodrome also attacked. Particu-
larly successful results at Kemen oil plant,
three successive aireraft caused explosions,
one being particularly violent, target appeared
completely destroyed.

Yesterday owing to weather condi-
tione no day nombers reached Germany; very
successful attacks delivered by twenty-four
on their sercdromes in Belgium and Holland,
one airceraft missing.

Last/
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Last night rifty heavy bombers sent
to attack oil plante, reilway target and electric
power station at Bremen, twelve aireraft mine-
laying in ILubeck ares and northeast Danish waters,
two machines not returned.

3. German Air Forge. British merchsnt
veasel believed "Highlander" twice attacked by
enemy alreraft early yesterdasy. One Heinkel shot
down in flames by Lewis gun during first attack;
during second by air torpedoes enemy aircraft hit
ship and crashed on deck. 8hip has errived in
Seottish port with enemy aircraft on board.

Enemy sctivity yesterdasy slight. Con-
fined to coastel reconnaissance and some light
attacks on shipping.

Last night sctivity chiefly by single
eireraf't. Some bombs dropped in South Wales,
Themes, Medway aress end also on convoy off
Scotland.

4. BSummary of air casualties:

Day of 2nd: enemy two bombers, British one medium
bomber, confirmed.

Hight of 2nd-3rd: British two bombers; total:
enemy two, British three, all confirmed.

Bhipping cesualtiea:

By U=boat.

Three British tankers reported sunk in
yesterday's summary, paragraph 5, are making for
port under own stesam with navel and air escort.

By alr. Barly this morning British Law

6800 tons in convey off North Scotland set on
fire/
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fire and reported sinking. Tugs sent to
assistance.

Yegterday British ship B0O0O tons,
aground Thames Estuary previous day was bombed and
aeverely damaged.

5. Middle-East. Confirm prinecipal
munitions dump at Bardia destroysd by our air attack
on August lst. The same day successful attacks
carried out on two aerodromes in Abyesinia and heavy
exploeion caused to oil refinery near Massawa.

On July 3lst five and a half tons of
bombs dropped on enemy sercdrome near Diredawa
where 27 enemy aircraf't loccated; one of our aero-
Planes forced land in epnemy territory.

Itelian aireraft attacking Port Sudan
August let reported using English type camouflage
and British marking.

Regular night air-mail service not in

operation between Libya and Italian Esst Africa.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WABHINGTON, D.C.

devrEt— August 5th 1940,

Dear Mr., President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
sltuation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of August 4th.
Balieve me,
Daar Mr. President,

Vary sincersly yours,

;gt}iEI) ﬁi##”fiilqﬂqﬁ

The Henourable
Frapklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of Amerilca,
Washington, D.C.



Talegram despatched from London
early in the evening of August
dth,

1. Naval. Cagliari aerodrome (Sardinia)
succesefully attacked by flest alr srm last
Thursday. Direct hits on aerodrome and
hangers. Heavy antl-alrcraft fire encounter-
ed, one aireraft lost, crew belleved taken
prisoners. Another aireraft crashed taklng
off, crew lost. During this operation

our naval forces supporting alrcraft carrier
unsugcessfully bombed. Three enemy alrcraft
shot down in this ares that day.

Last night, the fleet alr erm
attacked barges and fuel tanks near Rotterdam;
large fires caused.

Armed trawler attacked by four enemy
elreraft off Harwlich August 2pd, sunk by
near misa; she shot down one of these alr-
croft. Yesterday another spmed trawler
shot down enemy meroplane.

Hig Majesty's crulser "Berwlck",
in collision yesterday during fog sustained
above=-water damage.

2. R,A.F« Four pll plants successfully
attacked during night of Aupust 2nd = 3Zrd.
Rallway/



Rallway tergets and power station not
attacked although bombs were dropped on
alternate industrisl and serodrcme targets.
Mipe-laying was succesafully completed.

0f elghteen medium bombers despa teched
yesterday, five weres unable to complate task.
Hemalnder reglistered hits on atores, park
and barges; an armoured traln was attaclked
near Dunkirk.

Last night fifty-eight heavy
bombers sent amninet oil Plants, railway
targets, Dortmund cansl and "Gpelsenau" at
Kisl. Twelve alrcraft deapatched mine-
layling Klel area. All alrcraft returned
axcept one, crew of which rescued from sea.

Se German Alr Fores. Ko important

damage or casvaltles by enemy alreraft
reported night of Auguet 2nd - 3rd but bombs
dropped North-Easst Scotland, Liverpocl area
and country diastricts, Bristol ares. Only
few enemy reconnalssance alrcraft reported
yeaterday.

Last night falrly wide spread

operational/



cperational activity, though chiefly by
sinzle aireraft. No serious domage or
casualtles reported and no key polnts hit.
Bombes were dropped in Essex, Medway estuary,
South Weles and Edinburgh aresas. Loaflets

were dropped in South Wales and North London

areas.
4 Sumzary of air casumltles day of
August 3rd.
Britigh: One bomber missing.
Fight of August 3rd - 4th -
Britlsh: One bomber lost, crewrescusd,
Total enemy ocne (by trawler)
British two.
5. Shipping casualties.

By air: British ship reported set
on fire yeaterday has been towed inpto port,
8ll crew saved.

By mine: Yesterday Britigh ship 2,200
tons carrying cosl mined and sunk off East coast.

By submarine: Early this morning British
ship 4,000 tons homeward bound from Canada carpy-
ipg flour torpedoed off Northern Ireland; sinking.
G Middle East.

On August lat one of owr alperaft

bombed,/



bombed naval barracks, Assab; fire started
followed by exploslons near ammunltion dump.
Yesterday French pilleot in Amerlcan
asroplene carried cut successful photographie
reconnaissance, despite enemy fighter patrols,

ovaer Diredawa area.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

SBeRSF—

August 5th, 1940
R — o

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose, as I promised, a note
summarising an appreciation of Hitler's probable
future strategy sent to the Prime Minister by
General 8mute,.

I also enclose a note of the proposals
about landing grounds and naval facilitiee in British
possesslons off the East Coast of the United States
which Mr. Churchill would agree to as one of the
elements in the possible deal asbout destroyers.

It is important that no public statement should be
made about this as His Majesty's Government have

to make the necessary arrangements with the various
Colonial Governments concerned.,

Believe me,

REGR#DED Dear Mr, President,
UNCL-‘ o) JleEJ Yours very sincerely,
The Right Homourable Z g&,.,—-z,,,,.,

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States.
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MENORANDUM,

Gensral Smuts was sent & copy of the
Alde Memoire presented to the State Department on
July 12th setting forth the anxiety of Hip Majesty's
Government as to possible economic peace proposel to be
launched by Hitler. The easence of this proposal
was that the world would enter & new and unparalleled
era of prosperity if it mccepted the totalitarian
management of Eurcpe by Germany nnml?m only obstacles
in the way of this era of prosperity was the resistance
of Great Britain. To this General Smuts has replied
saying that he thinks that it ias probable that Hitler
will start a peace o/fensive at an early date with
either suggestions for a conference or of Peace proposals
launched before or after an attack on Britain, General
Smuts hae doubts atout a blitzkrieg on Britain for the
present because he thinks that British naval supremacy
and the efficiency of the Royal Air Force ape two
formideble obstacles.

General Smuts thinks therefore that an altep-
native plan may be in contemplation, that would consist
of further encirclement of Great Britain by attempts
to seize the Faroe Islands and Iceland on the right [
Tlank and Spain, Portugal snd Gibraltar on the left,
Hitler would then have isolated Britain from Europe,
especlally if the surrender of Gihralter entailed the
withdrawal of the British fleet from the Mediterransan
and the less of the middle East. With practically
the whole of Europe in his hands and with Russia

and/




and the Balkans in his pocket Hitler might think

that the suspicious time to launch his peace oflensive
would be Just before winter comes. He would then
pose as the regensrator of an effete Europsan system
and would propu-a' a2 United Btates of Europe composed
of so-called free states, between whom tariff walls
and economic barriers would have been abollished and
soma currency plan of Dr. Schacht's devising would have
been instituted. Being in fact master of Europe
Hitler could afford to restores a senmblance of Ifreedom
to his vietims, America would then be plausibly
reminded of the Monroe Doctrine and the Continent would
well have become a closed German market from which
Britain and America would be largely excluded.

A schema of this kind could be dressed up
in such a plausible appearsnce as to make a formidable
appeal to world public opinion sickened by the horrible
destruction of war and ths spectre of threatensd famine
in Europe. If, in addition, Hitler were big enough
to rencunce annsxations and indemnities the appeal
might beacome irrésistible and might induce Eurcpe to
accept a peace which would be a moral ani political
disaster of the first magnitude. General Smuts thinke
consultation and agreement with the United States on
a positive alternative plan will be essentiasl, Mean-
while 2 warning note could be sounded in the press and
in speeches in both countries to help prepare public
opinion against Hitler's manceuvres. Advance ridicule,

8puts thinks, might well take much of the strength out

of it.

Auguet 5th, 1940,
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The facilities which Hie kejesty's
Government in the United Kingdom are prepared to
extend to the United States Government are as follows:-

(1) The continuation of the facilities already
granted to the United S8tatee Government in June, 1339
allowing United States aircraft and shipe to uee the
weters of Trinidad; St. Lucis and Bermuda and the
United States naval authorities to lena; premises,
lend stores and in general make use of the ports in
these three islandse., Lesses embodying these facilities
were drawn up and seigned by the United States
authorities and the appropriste British Colonial
authorities in the second half of 1933,

(2) American military aireraft to be mllowed to
land at Jamajiea, British Guiana and Trinidad.

(3) Fan-Americen Airways acting ae mgente of the
United States Government to be allowed to lemsse &
emall area approximately 1500 feet by 500 feet
adjacent to the Trinidad aerodrome where they could
store supplies, erect a small radio station etc.

(4) Fan-American Alrways acting ams agente for the
United States Government to be allowed to lease an
area of approximately one square mile near Georgetown,
British Guians on which an aerodrome could be
conatructed.

(5) Pan-American Airwaye acting as agents for the
United States Government to be allowed to conetruct an
aerodrome near EKingeton, Jamaica on similar terms to
the sesplane station which the Company already operates

there,
(6)/
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BRITIEH EMBABEY,
WABHIMNCGTON, D.C.
Auguat 6th, 1340
==Er
Dear Mr. PFresldent,
I enclose herein & copy of

the latest report on the military
gituation. This was sent off late
last nlght.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

Ll

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of Aumerica,

Washington, D. Cs
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Last night eleven aireraft sent to
attack oll targets, Dornier sircraft works and
"gneieenau" at Kiel. All our aireraft returned
safely. Reports awaited.

3 r ¢eé, Duyring night of August
3rd-l4th bombing in Scotland was on larger scale
than previously reported. Eonbs were dropped in
14 places but damage was negligible and only one
boy wounded.

Yeaterday enemy activity much reduced
and chiefly concentrated along South Coast. BSingle
enemy airecraft patrolled off North-East Ireland
early morning.

Lagt night single enemy aircraft were
active over East and Central England. A military
camp was bombed and one soldier killed, 13 injured.
L Summary of air casualties.

Day of August 4th. Enemy one ME.. 109, ocne
mine=laying aireraft. Bpitish; four medium
bomberse. Total. Enemy two: British four.

5 Shipping casualties. By U-boat, Omn or
before August 3rd Greek ship 1,000 tons sunk off
Crete., On Auguet 3rd Swedish ship 2,000 tons
gunk off North Ireland.

Yesterday two British ships 5,000 and
7,000 tons carrying pit-props and paper
respectively sunk in convoy off North-West
Ireland., U=boat concerned was attacked as

reported above.
6. Middle Fast and Libya.
Blenheims thrice attacked Derna

harvour/
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BRITIEH EMBASSEY,
WASHINGTON, D.C,

_August 7th, 1940,

Dear Mp, Pru.idant,
I encloge herein g copy
of the lategt report on the military
situation. Thig was sent off from
London on the evening of Auguat G6th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr, FPresident,
Very Bincerely yours,

GRADED /
UEELP\EﬂF"ED o

The Honourable
Franklin D, Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. g,



Telegrem despatched from London

on the evening of August Gth

Kaval. Submarine "Thames" overdue
from patrol is presumed lost. Submarine
"Spearfish" reported German wireless August
8th to have been sunk off Norwegiamn coast. On
receipt of this news she was ordered to with-
draw from patrol and report, but no signal has
been received.

One M/8 trawler sunk yesterday off
East Coast.

"E" boats were active last night,
prossibly mine-laying, off Northwest Kent and
Isle of Wight.

£2:. R Alr 8. 12 tons high
explosives and over 1,000 incendisry bombs
dropped on synthetic oil plant at Sterkrade
night of August 4th/5th. All fell in target
area, fires and heavy explosions resulted. One
aireraft successfully attacked enemy aercdrome
hitting hangar and causing three fires.

Last night total of 75 bombers
despatched as follows:-

39 to attack oil and "Gneisenau",
Kel; 15 to alrcraft factory and Kiel docks;
17 to attack "Bismarck" at Hamburg, electric
power station at Bremen "Tirpitz" at

Wilhelmshaven,/
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Wilhelmshaven; 12 mine-laying Elbe Estuary.
All aireraft returned; reports awalted.

This morning 14 siroraft were des-
patched to attack merodromes in Northern France,
Germany and Denmark.

3. German Alr Force. During night
of August 4th/5th leaflets were dropped near
Harwich. Yesterday morning threatened attack
on Channel convoy off Dover by over 50 alroraft
was beaten off by our fighters. 4 sguadrons
were despatched; 2 managed to intercept and shot
down 4 ME 109a confirmed and 4 more unconfirmed.
One of our fighters missing.

During afterncon there were several
inconclusive engagements between fighters over
Channel.

Last night enemy activity on very
reduced scale principally devoted to mine-laying.
Some bombs were dropped in Northern Kent and Dover
areas, also in Southern Wales. No damage or
casualties reported. Leaflets dropped in Kent
and Yorkshire.

Early this morning one bomber shot down
off Norfolk coast.

4. Summary of air casualties.

Day of the 5th. Enemy confirmed 4 fightera,
unconfirmed 5 fighters.

British: 1 SBpitfire.

Night of Bth-6th August.

Enemy: 1 bomber.

Total: ZEnemy 5, British 1.

Confirmed/



Confirmed air casuslties all
theatres noon July 25th to noon August lst:

German T8; Italian 12; British 53.

Totel confirmed loases to noon
Aogust lst: German 2,990; Italian 133 all
fronts since September 3rd, 1939.

5. Shipping casualties.

By U-boat. 1 British ship 5,500 tons
torpedoed August 5th in outbound convoy north
of Ireland. All crew rescued; tug sent to assist.

6. Middle East.

Egypt. On August 4th two attacks
by about 10 aircraft each rendered aerocdrome
Sidi Barrani temporarily unserviceable; two of
our reconnaiassance aireraft desmaged. Third
attack by 6 alreraft intercepted by 3 of our
fighters and enemy Jettisoned bombs into the
gea.

Libya. On August 4th one of our
reconnaissance aireraft, escorted by 4 fighters
attacked by 50 enemy fighters. 3 enemy aircraft
destroyed, one of our fighters missing.

Same day our medium bombers while
attacking enemy motor transport were set upon
by about 50 enemy fighters. 2 were shot down.
All our machines returned safely.

Eritrea/



Eritrea. Three medium bombers
etltacked submarine base Massawa on August
4th: two bombs fell between two submarines
mocrad close together and direct hit
obtained on naval vessel. Heavy bombers
succesafully attacked fuel storage depot

same day.
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T ' BRITISH EMBASSY,

REon. WASHINCTON, D.C.
UNCL‘;:’;‘;DED August Bth, 1940

Assver— T -

Dear Mr, Preaident,

I encloase herein a copy of

the latest report on the military
8ltuation. This was sent off" from
London eaprly yesterday evaning.
Believe me,
Dear Mp, President,

Very sincerely yours,

Z et

The Homoursable
Franklin Dp. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. c,



Telegrem despatched from London
early on the evening of August Tth,

1, leval. Two attacks egainst
Bubmarines were cur-ria{nut yeaterday

without definite result. One by aeroplane
off Lend's End, the other by an anti-submarine
trewler off Liverpool., Extensive enemy mine-
laying by air reported round the coast last
night and aleo by E-boats off Portsmouth and
north Kent.

2. Hoyal Air Foree. During night
operations August 5th - 6th all targets men-
tioned in yesterday's summary were attacked;
in addition four large fires were atarted at
Borkum Island. Results were hampered by bad
observation, but fires and explosions were
caused. Three alreraft successfully lald mines.
During yesterday formations of medium bombers
despatched three times during the day:; in asll
cases tasks had to be abandoned through un-
favourable weather. One Blenheim, however,
dropped bombs at Le Bourget, Last night 27
Wellingtons despatched to attack oil targete
and 12 Hempdens to lay mines off South Norway
and North Demmark. One Hampden not returned.
Fhotographs taken on August 5th show Amsterdam
seaplans base occupied for first time by 32

enemy aircraft.
3/




s Serman Alr Foree., Although

Llandow eercdrome was bombad during the
night of Aupust 5th = 6th, there were no
casualties to personnel andg only alight
deamage coused to one hanger and 2 airoraft,
During yesterday only small isoleted reids
reported. Interception difficult on account
of cloud and mist. One enemy attack off
Torthumberland chased out to sea for 60 miles
without conclusive results. Last night some
ineendiary bombs dropped on Pirth of Forth
area without demage end leaflets in South Weles,
ba Summary of sir casuelties:

Enemy: nil,

British: one medium bomber.

54 Shipping casualties.

On evening of August 5th Yugoslavian
ship 4,000 tons sunk by U-boat southeast of
Cape Verde Island; Hritish ship 5,000 tonas
collided with wreck end sank later. On evening
of August 4th unknown Greek ship torpedoed and
sunk off North Ireland.

(- Boulton and Paul works previously
reported damaged hes now resumed full production
in some departments and partial production in
others.

Ts e East

Egypt. Alr redonnaisamnce August 5th
located concentration of 250 M/T wvehicles,

54 fighter end 21 bomber aireraft near Egst
Libya/



Libyan frontier. Eighth Hussors withdrew
August 5th from high ground 15 miles weat of
Sollum in the face of attack by enemy tenks
and infantry.

Itelien East Aprica., The Italians

are dispersing their fuel into small dumps.
Shortage of /T petrol veported et Dessie,
which thought mey soon immobilise mechanised

forcas,

Bomaliland, Italien attack in

three columne has ground Oaweeils, Hargeisa
and about 40 miles inside border towards
Zeileh. Strength estimated at two brigede
groupe with tanka.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

Seceet
Augunt_gfg. 1540.
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military

situation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of August Bth.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED 7 s

.

- T

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London

on the evening of August B8th,

Naval. Yesterday evening British ship
7,000 tons with 732 navel and military details
for Gibraltar escorted by deastroyer, torpedoed
off Northwest Ireland angd sank three hours later.
Nearly all ship's company got away in boats and
rafts.

Four motor torpedo boats carried out
offensive reconnaisgance off French Northeast Coast.

2. Military.

Somaliland. Enemy strength reported in
yesterday's summary referred only to centre
column. Estimated enemy troops concentrated in
immediate vicinity of Somali frontier at beginning
of operations on August 4th 18,000,

On August 5th Italian column entered
Zells unopposed and same day strong enemy force
estimated at four/five thousand troops, twenty
light field guns 120 L/A and 30/40 machine guns
occupled Hargeisa. OQur delaying force fell back
with slight losses, having inflicted severe
casualties including three tanks out of twelve.
Following morning Oadweina occupied by Italian
force of 2,000 infantry with Buns and A.F.V,'s.
Small motorised force of Somali Camel Corps
harassed enemy without loss. Alr reconnaissance
afternoon of August 6th reported no enemy move-

ment east of Hargeisa.
ﬂ-f
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3. Boyal Air Force. Bad visibility

hindered night bombing August 6th/7th. Neverthe-
less satisfactory attacks made on one oil
refinery, an enemy factory, aen anti-aireraft
battery and several serodromes in Western Germany
and Holland.

Yesterday 28 sorties of medium bombers
despatched; all returned. Most tasks could not be
completed owing to weather conditions but two
aerodromes were bombed.

Last night 20 heavy bombers sent to
attack oil plents and railway targets and seventeen
to attack Gnelsenaun at Kiel and twelve mine-
leying. All returned safely.

Relisble sources state that Italian
submarine was hit by 250 pound A/S bomb during
our attack on Massawa on August 4th.

4. Germen Alr Force. Very little enemy
activity August Tth and no bombing reported.

Last night warnings given over extensive
ares. Bombs fell in Southern Wales near Aylesbury,
exeter, Canford School, Poole, in Northumberland
and Yorkshire and mouth of the Clyde. Leaflets
dropped near Manchester. No damage reported, no
key points hit and casualties slight.

Mine-laying suspected off Bast Coast.

Transport aireraft very active on
Auguet 8th from Cologne area to mercdromes in
Belgium and Northern France.

5. No shipping or air casualties re-

ported during perioed.
6./



8. Middle .
Egypt. Reference paragraph 7 of

yesterday's swmary. Eighth Hissars lost
two tanks in this asction and enemy column was
halted near Egyptian border.

On August 6th one Sunderland attacked
tanker mscorted by destroyer off Tobruk. Same
day another Bunderland whilst shadowlng these
ships was forced down with one of crew killed
and four wounded. Same evening a reconnaissance
alrcraft sighted Sunderland beilng towed into
Tobruk harbour by enemy destroyer.

Kenya. On August 6th Wajir aserodrome
attacked by two enemy bombers one of which waa
damaged by our fighters before escaping. One
of our airoraft badly damaged.

Palesptine. On August 6th Haifa bombed
by ten enemy aircraft; no details of damage
yet available. Hine eivilian casualties.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

August 10th, 1940

—

LwerET

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report omn the military
situation, This wae sent off last
night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr, Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED Z"'z"““"

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London

on evening of August 9th, 1340.

West-bound Channel convoy repeatedly
attacked yesterday: first by E-boats off New
Haven in early morning and subsequently off the
Iele of Wight about 9.00 a.m., noon and 5 pums DY
large formations of enemy aircraft s ®ach about
100 strong. During the first attack three ships
approximate total tonnage 2500, sunk and destroyer
"Bulldog" claims sinking one E-boat. During air
attacks our fighters broke up enemy formstions and
several bombers Jettisconed their bombs into the mea,
In all four attacks exclusive of two balloon
trawlers sunk and two damaged, total five ehips sunk
(5100 total tonnage) two abandoned, seven damaged;
remaining seventeen ships of convoy were undemaged
and proceeded into Portland. Enemy lost 52
aireraft destroyed (ineluding seventeen bombers
and fourteen further probable casualties). oOur
losses were 18 fighters, 8ix hundred survivors
from British ship reported sunk in yesterday's
summary have reached Scottish port.

2. Royal Air Force.

Low eloud and heavy haze made night
bombing August 7th and Auguet 8th very difficult:
"Gneisenau" not located but 9 Hamptons attacked
dock area at Kiel: Wellingtons also llf.tlem

railway/
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rallway and oil targets., Other machines bombed
secondary targete end hits were seen on large factory
in West Ruhr. 8ix sireraft successfully laid mines.

Yesterday 13 Blenheim sorties despatched
againet enemy aerodromes end & on offensive
reconnaiesance. Weather generally unfavourable but
2 aercdromes attecked. One aireraft missing.

Last night 28 heavy bombers sent to attack
"Bismarck" at Hamburg and military targets in North-
west Germany: 18 to attack synthetie oil plant. All
returned safely except 1.

During afterncon of Aygust 7th nine F.A.A.
aircraft attacked petrol installation near Bergen.
All tanks destroyed and workings hit by 1 250 1b.bomb.
3« Oerman Air Force,

Last night eingle aireraft active over

England, bombs being dropped near Dover, Bristol

Channel and Birkenhead aress end in residential out-
ekirts of Birmingham. Some damage to private

rroperty end 1 person killed and 2 wounded: about 20

people trapped in houses in Birmingham,

L Shipping Casuslties.

Yesterday one British ship 9,000 tons with
cargo of meat sunk ﬁ: U-boat off northern Ireland,
Estimated that between beginning of May and end of
July scme 100,000 tons of German and neutral shipping
sunk off German ﬂﬂ;lt in Baltic, and its epproachea
as result of our bombing operations. It is not
suggested that these are the only losses.

5. Middle Bast.
Egypt. Three Italian bombers attacked
Iceemi/
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BRITISH EMBABSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 12th, 1940

ssenET

Dear Mp. President,

I encloee herein coples
of the latest reports on the military
gituation. These were sent off late
in the evening of August 10th and in
the evening of August 11th,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Yery sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED Z [lecran

The Honourable
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States,

Washington, D. C.












o
prescribed areas in France, 17 medium bombers
left to mttack synthetie o1l worke and 12 coastal
comuand aircraft to lay mines at Ems and attacked
oil tanks at Cherbourg. All but one returned.
e German Air Force,

Little enemy activity during vesterday
beyond one attack on merodrome where some buildings
were damaged and four casualties; epasmodic raids
off coast, Weather conditions hampered fighter
operations and only one interception made.
Unsuccessful ¥/G attacks by fighter aircraft against
balloon barrage at Dover.

Last night mine-laying suspected off
Eset ccast and Plymouth. BSome bonbe were dropped in
Norwich distriet and on viaduct at Cwansea
necessltating diversion of traffic, otherwise no
further activity. No damage or casualties yet
reported,
lha Attacke on Trade.

(a) BSeveral convoye off Esst Cosst and North
West Ireland shadowed without attack. "Werwick
Castle" 2,500 tons unescorted not in convoy bombed
off Northern Ireland, not hit.

(b) It is pointed out that convoy which has been
eubjected to heavy scale air attack on two
occasions recently, is coastal convoy composed of
number of small ships trading between United Kingdeom
ports only. Despite all forms of enemy oppesition
during week ended August 3rd ocean-going vessels in
convoy discharged in United xinnﬂnm ports
1,161,638 tons of cargo including following tonnages:

cereals/



=3
cereals 185,478, Other food 98,291, 01l fuel
308,588.
5. Kiddle Esst.

Semaliland. Yesterday 3 medium bombers
again attacked troops and anti-aircraft positions
at Karrin Pags. Now confirmed that enemy main

column from Hargeisa forced withdrawal of our out-
post on to main position. Enemy tann and wvehicles
approached posltion after dark and flanking columns
are also reported. Movements of right enemy column
obsoure, but so fer no advence on Durao reported.
This town and Berbera both raided by eneny airecraft
recently, dsmage ineignificant.

Egypt. On Aygust 9th shipping and oil
tanks at Tobruk harbour successfully attacked., All
our aireraft returned.

Aden, Yesterday 3 medium bombers twice
attacked water-hole near Hargeisa, probable troop
concentration end trensport.

Kenya., South African Air Forece succeas-
fully attacked enemy aerodrome on August 9th. Two
Italien bombere destroved 2 damaged,

Sudan. On Ayguet 9th 5 heavy bombers
attacked barracks kmseawa, hits obeerved., Pive
more attacked fuel dump same area. Also 3 Blenheims
bombed harbour and floating dock. All aircraft
returned, but 5 severely damaged. One enemy fighter
elaimed destroyed.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

August 13th, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REGR :ﬂ%ﬁgo Ll
2
lJTQt}l‘P'

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the svening of August 12th

(1) Foyal Yesterdsy morning esnemy
aireraft made lerge scalec sttaek on Portland
and Weymouth. Destroyer "Scimitar” hed
several holes coused by near misass; no
gerlious damapge, one killed, lbh wounded,
In dockyerd, Tloeting dock badly damaged
glao office block end hoepital buildinga.
Conaidersble minor damage to other
buildings, ©Cme oil fuel tank ipgnited
end another damaged, Only two wounded in
dockyard,

Horthbound convoy attacked from
air off Harwich. One tenker (5500 tona) hed
gtern blown off and is anchored, snother
ghip (3800 tone) Aamaged,

Bubmarine "Sealicn™ reports
naving sunk Horwegisn ship (3300 toms) off
Korweglien coast August 3rd. Later, when

making a further atteck on convoy she

was rammed by amall ship and sustsined some

damage to periscope. A M/8 trawler cleims

to heve shot down cne or possibly two enemy

aireraft during atteck on shipping in Thamas

astuary; same area in afterncon destroyer

"#Windesor" attacked by dive bombere and hit
aft/




aft., Returned to herbour with two wounded,
(2) Royal Air Porce

During night bombing August 10th =
Aupgust 11th fires and explosions ceused at
chemical factory and bleet furnmace at Prenk-
furt-on-Main and power steticn at Col ogne,

011 and military targets successfully sttocked

elsevhera., Six bursts ssen near "Bremen" and

"Buropa", Hamburp lapge e:plosion reported by

squadron, Yesterday medium bombers gent

reconnelssance North See  alternative attack
asrodromes North Weat Germany, Netherlands

and Northern France, Seaplane bese Brest attack-

ed, aleo oil tankers Cherbourg. Results genar-

ally eatisfactory, one k.2, 109 shot down :

oné alreraft did not return.

Last night 59 heavy bombers sent to
attack oll and military targets north west
Germany, 18 aireraft mine-laying in Kiel and
Eme aress, 5§ dropped leaflsts on Britanny, 14
constal command Blenheims despotched oil tanks
Amsterdsm and Cherbourg; large fires started at
Cherbourg other target not leeatad. Two of oup
aireraft did not return.

(3) German Air Worce
Wight of August 10th - 11th, Diversion

of rallway traffic South Weles reported yesterday
expected lest 3 or L days only. Extensive damage
to working class houses this district - 17
killed, 8 wounded,

Considerable sctivity early yesterday

merning developed into sttacks employing 300-
Loo/




40O aircraft, Beside Portland reld, convoys
attacked off East Jomet and in Thames estuary.
70 bombe dropped Fortland, 30-40 Weymouth.

Fairly extensive damege to houses, only
casualties mpurvqr?u far omé killed 22
wounded in I} ettecks on Dover balloon barage,
7 balloons destroyed.

All raiders intercepted by our
fighter squadrons, enemy lost 37 aireraft(.....
by anti-aireraft) confirmed snd anothsr 47
{one by enti aircraft) probable. Our
cagualties 25 fightera, from which 3 pllote
saved,

Last night sctivity fairly general
except in Midlands, Bombs reported dropped on
railway sidings near Nottingham, in Bristol
Channel, snd South Devon areas and in Wiltshire
and Bussex. No particulars yet received.

(L) Shipping Casuslties
' British "Llsnfair" (500ptons) from
Austrelie, straggler from convoy torpedoed
yeasterday off West of Ireland.
(5) Italien Fast Africa
Reported that owing to Royal Air

Force attacke on Maesaws area, an aerdrome

has/



has been evacuated and fuel tanks at oil

Port have been emptied, oil having been taken
in barrels to underground tenks in preparation
in the vicinity.

(&) Sumnmary of damsge caused by Royal
Air Force bombing reported between let and
8th August,

Oenabruck, Factory esriously
damaged,

Krefeld., Station, eteel works,
fectory offices and Port on the Rhine seriously
damaged, Barracks and water towep destroyed.

Henover. Largest motor factory has
stopped work owing to severe ﬂ;maga.

Kassel. Adrecraft factory hit; camplete
stoppage of 10 days.

Bremen, unnaiﬂn;nhle damage done to
wharves,

Essen. Krupp Works hit; considerable
part stopped for 10 days.

Railways. Bombing most sffective,
very sericus interference to both military and
nen-military goods traffie,

8t, Wazaire (Donges), Two mmall
lubricating-oil tanks destroyed,

Bergen. Ammunition dump hit and
blew up.

Minelaying. BSeveral reports received
of successful operationes.

Kiel Osnal damaged. Large transport
and several fishing craft struck mines in sound,

Germans compelled to send attitional mine swaep-
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\ BRITISH EMBABSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

August 14th, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London laast night.

Believe me,

ED
ﬁ'ﬁhﬁ o Dear Mr. President,
R‘Ewsa"f\a Very sincerely yours,

{ibin.
£ L,,,L._, ol (fre il Conflrnatre
A@_ PL—'W M:-,rf'

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerieca,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of Auguat 13th

1. HNaval. Yesterday three oversea
convoys totalling 71 ships including four
tankers and seven cargoes of iron ore arrived
at United Kingdom war porta.

Two mine-sweeping trawlers bombed and
sunk in Thames Estuary.

2. Royal Adir Porge. Four oil targets,
two power stations, a blast furnace and railway
targets successfully attacked by our night
bombers on August 11th/12th. In every imstance
fires and explosions caused. BSeveral large fires
started among oil tanke and on aerodrome at
Cherbourg. |

Lagt night fifty-one heavy bombers
despatched againet airecraft factories, aluminium |
works and oil refinery at Dortmund, Ems Canal
and other military targets. Twelve aircraft
sent mine-laying and four to distribute lesaflets
over unoccupied France. Four of our alreraft
missing.

Five medium bombers sent to attack
aerodromes in Northern France. One of our air-
oraft missing. Eighteen aireoraft of coastal
command sent to attack docks and shipping in
Northern Holland.

5/




3. QGerman Air Force. During the

night of August 11th/12th a Heinkel bomber was
shot down by our fighters in Dorsetshire.

From eight a.m. yesterday throughout
the dey large-scale mctivity along South coast,
in Southeast England and Thames Estuary. About
hoon enemy aireraft reported approaching Iale of
Wight, fifty of which attacked Portsmouth and
Gosport. Some damage caused at dockyard, Royal
Navy barracks and naval training establishment.
Other raiders attacked Manston asrodrome, which is
reported temporarily unservicesble owlng to
eraters, but no demage to hangars or airecraft.
Lympne asrodroms attacked. Two Royal Air Force
W/T stations on Sussex coast bombed, of which one
destroyed.

These raids were on a conasiderably
larger scale than any previcusly attempted; total
casualties reported: 39 killed, 166 injured. Raids
were intercepted by our fighters and enemy
casualties were heavy. In the afterncon enemy
attacks continued on Southeast districts and two
Hoyal Air Force aerodromes. Our fighters again
intercepted and many enemy airoraft were destroyed.
Apart from aerodromes no key points are reported
damaged.

Enemy lost yesterday 19 bombers and 36
fighters destroyed by cur fighters, also 7 by
anti-gireraft fire. In addition 36 aireraft

probably/




probably destroyed and 39 damaged by our
fighters. Total: enemy 62, British 13 (4
Spitfires and 9 Hurricanes).

Considerable enemy air activity last
night; bomba dropped in Socuthwest Scotland,
Northeast England, South Weles and Flymouth;
particulars not yet received.

Mine-laying suspected off Esst coast,
in Thames Estuary and Bristol Channel.

HReported that German reconnaissance
machine on August 1lth made circult: Bordeaux,
West Coast of Ireland, North Scotland to North
Denmark.

4., Bhipping caguslties. Yesterday
British tanker of 8500 tons outward bound in
ballast not in convoy torpedeced and sunk in
Atlantiec.

5. Albenia. Belgrade report
announces clashes between rebels and Italian
forces near Yugoslav frontier also that Italian
aireraft have been removed from aercdrome at
Tirana to dispersed positions.

6. Middle Eagt. Somaliland. Our
positions attacked by blackshirt battalion on
August 11th, by dusk they had failed to
penetrate defences. We spuffered 8 casualties.

Our eireraft from Aden are actively
engaged attacking enemy batteries and positions

with/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 15th, 1340
Y bk, Bl

ASECREP—

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein & copy of
the latest report on the military
s8ituation. This was sent off late
last night,

Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,

AJZ:M;
i Ly b conttt’, cretlos-

The Honourable Qﬁj /

f
Franklin D..Roosevelt, (iﬁ

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
in the evening of August 1hth, 1940

E!‘l’ll

Early yesterday morning three MTB's
encountered E-boats and mnti-aircraft ships off
the Duteh coast. They engaged enemy with hand
grenades and MGe and one MTB rammed an E-boat
which reduced her speed to & knots, deamage to
enemy unknown. All our MTBe returned safely.

omaliland.

Yesterday destroyer "EKimberley" and
sloop "Auckland" bombarded and dispersed enemy
troops and lorries on the coast road west
Berbera and probebly delayed enemy's advance.

One M-8 trawler bombed and sunk in
Downa.

2. Royal Air Porce.

Night operations on Aygust 12th-13th
again hampered by cloud. Only emall number of
aireraft bombed primary targets. Fires started |
at Gotha aircraft feetory, other airecraft sttacked |
serodromes as secondary targets., Five Blenheims

attacked merodromes north-west France, one missing,

Bocks in Northern Holland successfully attacked,
some mine-laying aleo accomplished.

Yeaterday 9 out of 17 Elenheims bombed
aercdromes at Jersey and north-west France, 7

others cbliged to abandon task, 1 failed to return.

ot/
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Of 12 Blenheims sent to attack large merodrome in
North Denmark one returned early, remainder missing.,

Last night, 101 heavy bombers despatched
ae follows: 62 to Northern Germany to aluminium
works, aireraft factories, railway targets. 37 to
Italy to attack Fiat aero-engine factory st Turin
and Ceproni aireraft factory at Milan. A1l thess
aireraft returned. Two to make photographiec
reconnaissance of dockyard and oil plant at Stettin
and seaplane base elsewhere, B8ix medium bombers to
attack aerodromes in cccupied French territory.

From all the above cperations two aireraft
miseing, crew of one safe,

3. German Air Force.

Further reports of night of 12th-13%th
notified few casualties and slight damage Bunderland,
South Wales and Plymouth. Leaflets dropped in
Derbyshire,

Exceptional air activity throughout
yesterday. Estimated that over 2000 enemy aircraft
engeged operaticns over Great Britain during day.

Bevere enemy casualties inflicted by fighter sguadrons
from which 13 aireraft lost but only 3 pilots.
Attacks began at 6 a.m. when formations crossed Sussex
coset and raidere operated almost continuously over |
southern and south-eastern counties as far inland as |
Wiltshire and Berkshire. At 4.30 p.m. sbout 500 |
enemny aireraft reported over coamst from Thames
Estuary to Weymouth. Enemy attacks directed chiefly
againet aercdromes and Southampton where premises and
contente of cold-storage building burnt out. Damage
to/
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to mercdromes slight except at Detling which wes
attacked by 15 dive-bombers, 8 Blenheims destroyed
on the ground, operations room destroyed and
Commanding Officer killed. At Andover, offices and
quarters badlydamaged, one aircraft hit. At
Eastchurch operations reoem destroyed. Four barrage
balloone destroyed at Dover. Casualties determined
light eomsidering extensive attacks. Enemy air
lesses 39 bombers and 35 fighters destroyed, 31
more aireraft probable casualties and L9 damaged,
In addition 3 aircraft destroyed by anti-aireraft.
Our losses 2 Bpitfires and 11 Hurricanea, only 3
pilots. Last night several small raids by single
aireraft or small formations over widespread area.
Offices and tool room badly damaged at Nuffield's
aero factory, casuasltiea two killed, 50 wounded,
One hundred incendiary bombs dropped on Castle
Bromwich, only elight damage.

4. Bhipping Casualties.

A« By U-boat. BSwedish ship of 5,800 tons
torpedoed and sunk off Northern Ireland on Apgust
9th,

B. By airecraft. Swedish ship of 500 tons sunk
in Western Approaches on Apgust 10th. Attack made
on two convoys off morth Scotland during last night,
no damage reported,

B nd.dlt EI!-

Somaliland. BSituation at 6.0 a.m.
Aygust 135th., After heavy attack, preceded by low
flying M.G. fire and bombing, August 11th on Mill
Hill, in left centre, our position astride
Hargeisa-Berbera road, in which we suffered some
casualtiea;/
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casualties; enemy reached the road befors being
foreed back by our counter-attack. Subsegquently
the enemy in heavy infantry attack supported by
tanks compelled our evacuation of Mi11 Hi1l1l with
loss of two 3.7 inech howitzers after removal of
breach blocks. Anticipated 8light infiltration of
enemy would be cleared by the morning of Aygust
13th, but no general counter attack contemplated
ewing to impertance of maintaining reserves, Enemy
cagsualties believed heavy, ours Blight except at
Mi1ll Hi1l. Enemy column of 4LOO etrong reported
moving aleng the coast road weet of Berbera. Enemy
heavy artillery ineffective, many duds. Our
troope resisted stubbornly but are tired after two
days of fighting.

Our Blenhelms while heavily attacking
enemy ertillery positions were intercepted by
fighters. Two Elenheims forced-landed at Berbera
(one crashed), snother returned to Aden But is
probably a "write-off". On August 13th thres of
our medium bombers dropped 1i tons of bembe on
Italian aerodromes, reconnaissance aeroplane
ecalled for fire from destroyer on enemy troops and
3 more attacked targets in battle area,

Libya,

On Aygust 12th 9 Blenheims with fighter
escort attacked floating c¢rane in Torbruk harbour,
two emall vessels hit., Total of 13 eacort-fighters
&nd 29 fighters have arrived from Sicily and are

being sent to Benghaszi,



Telegram despatched from London on
the evening of August 1l6th.

—_—

Naval.
A motor torpedo boat while picking

up survivorse from enemy aircraft in the Channel,
wae machine punned by enemy aeroplane and three
of the crew wounded.

Greek minelaying cruiser torpedoed
and sunk yesterday morning by Italisn U-boat
whilst at anchor in Aegean Sea. It is believed
there were many casualties,

A convoy of eixty seven ships has
arrived at United Kingdom ports. These in-
cluded twelve tankers twelve cargoes of iron
and steel, six iron ore and one bauxite,

2. Royal Air Force .

Very successful attacks by heavy
bombers on oil targets in occcupied western
France during night 14th/15th August, Of
three important refin ing end storage plants
on Gironde Estuary, two were left a mass of
flames extending over wide area and other is
probably campletely destroyed. Hits were
registered on three aerodromes and four more
were attacked, Fires were seen at marBhalling

yards at Cologne.

Yesterday eight medium bombers were
despatched against oil targets, serdromes, etc.

in/
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in Germany, Belgium and Prence but in almost

every case were obliged to abandon tasks owing
to unfavourable weather. Six more carried out
North Sea reconnaissance. All returned safely,

Last night one hundred and three
bombers despatched as follows:

Eighteen Blenheims to gun emplacement
Cape Gris Nez and asrodromes Calais district.
Seven Blenheims to docks and shipping north
Holland, Fortyone heavy bombers to oll targets
northwest Germany. BSeventeen heavy bombers
to aluminium worke Cologne, Four heavy bombers
againet railway targets Ruhr. Four heavy bombers
to aircraft factories Turin and Kilan, Six heavy
bombers leaflet dropping end six swordfish mine-
laying.

Two Blenheims missing and one of
machines sent to Italy is reported in sea off
Beachy Head. All others returned safaly.

3 Sepmen AP Force,

Five main raids of more than one
hundred aircraft each were made during the day
in Dover (twice) Tyne and Humber areas and convoy
off Themes Estuary was attacked. Attacks were
made against aerodrcomes Royal Alr Force wirelees
stations and aireraft worka,

Later in day, two raide of three
hundred to four hundred aircraft were reported
between Portland and Portemouth about sixty more
approached London attacked Croydon area.

Following is sumary of moat important
CAMmA e .

Military. One aerodrome rendered
temporarily/



PAGE MISSING IN THE ORIGINAL



unserviceable twenty two casualties, At
another serodrome two hengars hit four aircraft
damaged. Bridlington earea some ammunition ignit-
ed and some army cars destroyed. Six casualties,
Dover and Southampton eleven ballocns shot down,

Civil. Croydon airport buildings
seriously damaged small factory engaged on air
work seriously damaged. Sunderland some houses
demolished no industrial damage four killed
eight wounded. Seaham district some houses
demolished eight killed twenty injured. Folkee-
stone esome damage to private property twelve
wounded. Rochester Bhort's aireraft factory
hit by heavy bombs work temporarily entirely
stopped morale among workers reported excellent,
Hestings some dsmage in residential district
one killed two wounded, Portland some damage
Boretal institution eix casualties Croydon
area some industrisl and commercial damage 53
casualties Wandeworth large rubber store set
on fire.

In ell cases enemy raiders ware
intercepted by our fighters and heawvy capualties
caused to enemy aircraft,

Alr losses, August 15th.

Enemy/



Enemy: by fighters, bombers 57 destroyed,
14 probable, 17 damaged; fighters: 62 destroyed,
20 probable, 23 damaged; unidentified, 34 des-
troyed, 21 probable, 23 damaged by A.A.,
unidentified £ destroyed, & probsble, totals
161 destroyed, 61 probable, 58 damaged.

British: 34 fighters shot down (18 pilots
lost). Two Blenheims, 1 Whitley (in sea)
missing., TFour dsmaged on ground during attack
on aarodrome.

Last night air activity was slight and
chiefly confined to single aircraft. BSome bombe
were dropped in Birminghem distriet and pro-
duction at a motor factory has been interrupted
probably for ten days. One bomb hit Bristol
Aircraft Factory but little damapge caused.

Considerabtle alr transport activity
August 1ith from Cologne, Berlin, Leipzlg to
percdromes at Paris and Brussels. Recent
gctivities of German Air Force suggests that
it is the opening phase in an attempt to gain
air superiority by exhausting our f'ighter
defences. On August 12th/13th and August 1l4th
aspproximately 508 of totel first-line strength
of dive-bombers and fighters was probably
employed. This policy is not proving successful
and Germeans have suffered heavy casualties,

L. Shipping cesualties . Yesterday
BﬂnmaMPHmtmamumwymmﬁmcml
from Newcastle to Thames mined and sunk off

Harwich, all crew saved.
5./



S Somalilend .

Commander-in-Chief Middle East
reports that our position at Tug Argan was
heavily attacked and that enemy, using greatly
superior forces and fire-power, broke through.
No further details aveilable yet. We still
held Bulhar yesterday.

On Aupnet 15th our elrcraft operating
from Aden sugcesafully attacked troops and
transport and aleo two merodromes in Abyssinia,
one aireraft destroyed on ground., All our
machines returned safely and shot down enemy
bomber on return Jjourney.

6. Malta.

Ten enemy bombers escorted by 25
fighters attacked asrodrome yesterday. One
of ocur aircraft destroyed on the ground,
others only alightly damaged. Hurricane
attempting to intercept this raid was lost.
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Telegram despatched from London on
the evening of August 17th.

Naval.

At navael air station Lee-on-3olent
¥esterday 2 hangars were destroyed and considerable
demage done to bulldings in air attsck. Casualties
estimated 14 killed and 9 wounded. Yesterday
evening an airecraft attacked U-boat off Northern
Ireland, it was demaged and possibly sunk.
2. Royal Air Force,

Wight bombing August 15th - 16th was
egain very successful. Twoc oil plants and 1
aluminium works were hesvily attacked and
explosions end fires were seen. A lighter attack
wae successfully made on HKrupp-Essen and on
another large factory; alsc on dock installations
in northern Hplland and on several aerodromes in
enemy accupied territory.

One heavy bomber attacked Fiat Turin
and another Caproni aircraft factory at Milan,
There were several explosions and many fires
starteds A third bomber successfully attacked
& blast furmace near Genoa.

No bombing operations %ook place
during yesterday owing to unsuitable weather.
Lest night 2 medium bombers sent to attack

aerodromes/



eerodromes. In addition 149 heavy bombers
were sent further than ususl into Germany and
to districts in the Leipsig and Augsburg
area hitherto not visited, Forty-eight sttacked
aireraft factories and storcs, 15 the Zeiss
Tactory at Jena, 19 a synthetic oil plant and
power station and 63 bombed largest synthetie
o0il plant in Germany at Leuna. Four attacked
railway targets in northwest Germany and six
Swordfish were engaged in mine-leying. 8ix
heavy bombers are missing.
3 German Air Force,

Freliminmery reports of casualties
8t Cpoydon August 15th give L2 killed and 35
injured., It ie eatimated that about 600 enemy
aircraftwere operating yemxterday between the
Iale of Wight end Thames Estuary. At midday
about 150 reported off coast between Dungeness
and North Forelend., This formation Bplit up and
main reid passed up Thames Estuary. At Tilbury
one ship of 7500 tons was hit by a bomb end
fire ceused in magazine, Chathem was also
bombed end at Northfleet fires were started
and 25 persons reported killed, 18 injured,
In early afterncon about 100 enemy aireraft
epproached Portamouth district where aercdromes
were attacked and two balloons. About four
o'clock ;u large concentration of about 200 strong
approached coast at Dover and split up.
Majority turned northwards and bombs were dropped

in/



in suburban area of southwest London. Later
ebout five o'clock more enemy aircraft crossed
the south coast and penetreted inland where
aercdromes were attacked. 8light danage was
caused at Farnborough and at Manston,three of
our aireraft were destroyed on the ground in
dive bombing attack. About fifteen seroplenes
were destroyed on the ground at Tangmere and
three more at an merodrome near Fortsmouth.
Bombe dropped in suburben area caused some tem-
porary dislocation of railways.

Casualties due to bombing reported
yesterday:

H, A, F. personnel, killed 15, wounded
19, eivilians killed 72, wounded 192,

Little enemy activity last night but
isolated machines dropped bombs in South Wales
and Portamouth aress and at Ipswich, Electricity
plant at en armement works at Cardiff was put
out of action. Minelaying suspected off Isle of
Wight and parachutes were dropped in Worcester—
shire but evidence points to ebsence of
parachutist personnel,

Adr Cesuslties: Enemy casunlties
inflicted by our fighters as follows: bonbers
destroyed 33, prohable 17, damaged 25; Cighters
33, 12, 7 respectively; unidentified €, nil, 9

respectively/



respectively; totals 72, 29, L1; plus 3
unidentified destroyed by anti-airecraft
making 75 destroyed.

British cosualties: shot down
22 righters (14 pilots saved); missing G5;
destroyed on the ground sbout 21,

L Shipping casualties,

By U=boat. Three shipe belonging to
outward bound oosan convey were torpedoed
August 16th in the northwestern approaches;
Swedish 2,300 tons, a atraggler from convoy;
Duteh 6,200 tons, still afloat; British 6,600
tons. In eddition a British ship 5,000 tons
in ballast, not in convoy eamd Swedish ship 2,000
tone with wood pulp from Newfoundland were sunk
off Northern Ireland. Latterwms straggler from
convoy.

By mine. Britlah ship 5,000 tons
sunk off Humber and another 1,500 tons sunk by
explosion off Holyhesd.

Se Middle East,

Libya.

On August 15th 15 Elenheims carried
out low level attmck on Itelien airecraft in
harbour, Two flying boats were sunk and two
more together with a petrol tender set on fire.
Rgmaining eight aireraft were severely damaged.
Our aeroplanes returned safely. BSame day one
Blenheim scored direct hit on hangars at an
Erithrean aercdrome.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 19th, 1940

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of

the lateat peport on the military
eituation. This was sent off from
London on the evening of August 18th,
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
EEIE(}F?Ja[}IEI) Very sincerely yours,
UNCL-~S3IF IED

L.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegrem despatched from London
on the evening of August 18th,

Hevel,

Early yemterdsy morning three
battleships and one cruiser bombarded Capuzzo
and Bardia. Many sslvos were seen to fall in
the target ares. The fleet was heavily but
inaccurately bombed later in the morning; the
fighter patrols, provided as eir cover for our
capitsl ships, ere reported to have shot
down 1l or 12 enemy bombers,

On August 15th one of three enemy alr-
eral't thought to be engaged in mine-laying at
Alexandria was forced down, btut the crew burnt
it, before being taken prisoner.

The last Gibraltar to Kalta cable
hes been cut about 50 miles north of
Pantellaria,

2. Somaliland,

By 1900 hours August 16th 1100
Personnel inecluding ebout 300 Abyssinisen women
and children had sailed for Aden. All the
wounded had been evacuasted, During the day two
Blenheims and one American machine, with French
erew, maintained a stending petrol over Berbera
to cover the evecuation. French erew shot down

one enemy aireraft,.
on/



On August 17th British eruiser
bombarded enemy positions on coastal road west
of Bulhar.

e Royal Air Force,

Night bombing operations on Auguat
16th - 17th were successful, hits were obtained
on all primary targets and fires and/or
explosions were cbaerved in every case, At
Leuna in particular, which was bombed by 28
aireraft, fires werc observed over the wholae
terget area although full extent of the damege
could not be assessed owing to anti-sireraft
fire and searchlights. Krupp works, & blast
furnace and factory south of Magdeburg, railways,
motor roads and seversel serodromes were also
attacked. A Messerschmitt 110 is reported shot
down near Jena. Yesterday 3 Blenheims attacked
2 perodromes in northwest Frence and returned
safely.

All serodromes reported demaged are now
servicable again and in use, Last night 100
aireraft from bomber command were engaged.
Thirty-five medium bombers were sent to sercdromes
in northwest France, Holland end Belgium, B8ixty-
five heavy bombers were despatched as followsm:

20 to synthetic oil plant southwest of Leipeig;
20 to rallway targets, aireraft parks and aero-
dromes in northwest Germany, Holland, Belgium;

20 to the Krupp works and 5 minelaying. All

aireraft have returned,

I/



In addition 7 medium bombers, escorted
by Blenheim fighters successfully bombed a dock
at Boulogne. Hits were obtained on Jetty and
on & nunber of seaplanes; both banks of the dock
were set on fire and are reported to be burning
freely. All our aireraft returned.

L. Germen Air Force,

Yesterday no important setivity took
Place end it is estimated that not more than 50
alrcraft operated over this country. A4n enemy
aircraf't was shot down in the early morning by
anti-aireraft fire at Southempton.

Last night scattered bombing cccurred
over most of England. This was carried out by
ebout 50 machines acting independently. Up to
the present no damage or cesuslties have been
reported exeept at Liverpool where there was some
damage to & graving dock and grein store. One
enemy eircraft was shot down by a Blenheim off
Lincolnshire cosst.

Alr Cesuslties: Enemy 2, British nil.
5a Shipping Casualties,

During yesterday several amall merchant
ships were attacked by aircreft in the Irish Sea.
In addition a ship was attacked by a flying boat

off the Hebrides. Apart from one small British

ship of B0OO toms hit in the engine room and being
towed/



towed into harbour, no damage has been done,
6. Ocean going ships in convoy discharged
in United Kyngdom ports during the week ending
August 10th 894,515 tone of CATEO,

This included the fellowing tonnagea:
204,756 of oil; 136,526 of ateel, serap iron
and iron ore; 216,051 of cereals end 99,200

of other food.



o 7 ed
&L

BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

]

August 19th, 1940
SECHET
Dear Mr, Fresident,

I enclose herein the report
on the military situstion fap the day
of August 15th, For some reason thie
report wes delayed in despatch and was
only received here this morning.

Believe me,

Dear Mp, President,

Yery gincerely ¥ours,

REGRADED L.
NCLASSIFIED oles

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of Americs,

Wwashington, D. (.



Telegram despatched from London

in evening of August 19th, 1940

1. Naval, During the night of 13th/14th
August two destroyers earried out eweep off
Texel. B8ix enemy trawlers and three E boats
encountered and engaged. When 1lluminated they
retired behind a smoke sersen. One trawler
and one E boat believed sunk, ;

Same night nine aireraft of fleet air
arm, of which three torpedo-carrying, sttacked
ehipping off Aygusta. No definite results
observed but subseguent reconnaiseance reported
large merchant vessel very low in the water,
The three torpedo-carrying aireraft were lost,
but crew of one rescued,

Egrly thies morning British merchant
vessel in Atlantiec reported being followed by
suspiecious vessel.

2. Royal Air Forece. Results of night bombing
Auguet 13th/1L4th generally satisfactory in
epite of bad weather. Two German aluminium
worke located and bombed by five and four
aircraft respectively. Many fires and
explosions ceused at one works and at other
results uncbeerved. Junker aircraft factories
at Dessan and at Bernburg attacked by twelve
aircraft, large explosion caused at each and
considerable damage estimated,

Photographic/
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Photographic reconnaissance was unsuccessful
on account of the weather.

Fiat at Turin and Caproni at Milan. At least
twenty-elght aircraft located these targets.
Fifteen tons of H.E. and 800 incendiaries dropped
on each, major bursts observed in target areas,
Road and rail junctions alsc bombed at Turin and a
blaet furnace attacked in vieinity.

Yesterday all medium bombers returned
safely from operations, though majority unsble to
reach objeetives owing to unfavoubable weather. Four
aerodromes in Northern France however were attacked,
at one of which hits observed on hangars. In early
afternoon Sunderland aireraft escorting convoy off
the west coast of Scotland was attacked by enemy
four-engined land plane, Enemy sircraft broke off
engagement after being hit; Bunderland forced to
return ewing to tank damage from cannon fire.

Last night eighty-three aireraft sent to
attack enemy asrodromes and oil targets in occcupled
France and railway targets in north west Germany.
Four mireraft did not return.
3+ German Air Force. Now reported that Perham
¥.T. Behool was bombed on afternoon of August 135th.
Damage caused to workshop and several lorries;
capualties ten killed and twenty-three wounded.

Enemy g£tacks yesterday were on & much lighter
scale chiefly directed against merodromes, ten of
which attacked. Except for three aircraft destroyed
at Manston, where two enemy fighters brought down
by ground defences, only further damege was to two

hangars/
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hangars and one wirelese installetion.

During the morning, dive-bombing attacks
carried out on Folkestone end Dover, where seven
balloone shot down. One lightship was sunk.

Other enemy bombing results as follows:-
Bouthampton, main line blocked, some damage to
property and four alight casualties; London-
Portamouth road blocked by unexploded bombs;
Portland, some damage to public services and
naval residences, two small naval craft slightly
demaged, Blaenavon, fires started at steel
works, soon under control.

Last night very little enemy sctivity.
British report of enemy air casualties: thiriy
destroyed, of which seven by anti-aircraft
ineluding twenty-nine bombers, eight probable
casualties, and nine damaged. Our loeses eight
fighters, thrée pllots safe.
L. Somaliland., August 13th enemy again attacked
our forward posts of Tug Argan position (aetride
Hargeisa-Berbera Road). His efforts wepe half-
hearted and attecks slackened., Enemy column
movement slong coast roed hse resched point about
eighty miles west of Berbera. Its M.T. and
transport were bombed on Aygust 13th and again on
August llith.

Mein column cperating from Hargeisa

estimated at eight colonisl battslione, probably
four black shirt battalions, pack ertillery,
about three medium and twenty-four light tanks.
Approximate strength 10,000, Odweina column
estimated)/









Telegran despatched from London
on the evening of August 19th,

1, Havsl,

On the evening of Auguet 1Bth an
armed merchant cruleer signeled she wae
atiacked by U-boat in the Atlantic. Three
hours later, she reported that she had sttecked
the U-boat with depth chargee with promising
rasulta.

S8ince the start of the war up to
Auguet 1Lhth & tobsl of 249 enemy merchant
ships of 1,212,000 tone has been sunk,
captured, seized or destroysd, Of this total

923,000 tons were GCerman 259,000 Itelian
end 30,000 tons neutrel under enemy control,
2. Somalilond, '

The evacuation of allied small
outlying details has been completed with 1little
lose. Hesvy losses are believed to have been
inflicted on the enemy who did not follow up
the final retirement. A demclition party hss
been landed from H.i.A.S, "Hobert", About
€,000 trocpe have embarked. Support afforded
by the Navy and Royal Air Force during the
avacuation was exceedingly effective,

3/



e

-
3« Royal Air Force. Bombing attacks during the
night of August 17th-18th were very successful.
8 aircraft bombed synthetic oil plant Southweast
lLeipzig and caused heavy explosions. Severe danage
was 8also caused to aireraft depots. 11 aireraft nt-
tacked HKrupp and hite were observed in the centre
of the target area. 3 other factories were gleo
bombed. 25 serodromes in cccupied territory were
bombed with satisfactory results. Mine<lsying also
was successful.

Last night'e major proposed night

cperations cancelled owing to bad weather, U
Whitleye were sent to Turin and Nilan; 20 Whitleys
to attack aluminium works in Southwest Germany end
10 mediwn bombers to attack E-boats and shivping at
Boulogne. All our machines have returned.

4+ GQerman Alr Force. Further reports on night

bombing of Auguet 17th/August 18th state that
incendiary bombe were dropped in Woolwich without
causing casualties or damage; slight casualties wers
also caused at Swansea and in Cheshire,

During Friday's bombing 50 of our training
aircraft were destroyed on the ground at 2 training
aercdromes. Yesterday at sbout noon sbout 360 cnemy
aireraft in 3 waves approached London from the South-
east. Kenley serodrome appeared to be the main
objective, though the first wave came nearer London
before being turned back. BEombs were dropped in
South and Southwest suburbs, end in Northwest Kent
and Burrey, many failed to explode. Some damege to
rallway trucks resulted. All major fires caused had

been/
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been extinguished by evening. In the sarly afternoon
about 80 enemy aireraft made attack in the Fortsmouth area
and a similer nurber approeched the Thames Estuary, 12
ME 109's attacked Manston aercdrome end destroyed 2 of
our fighters. Towards 5.30 p.m, another paid of about
320 strong was reported in the Thames Eptuary and Harwich
areas. Summary of desmege caused.

Kenley Aercdrome, major demage reported and many
casualties.

Croydon, sericus fires at airport were guickly
under econtrol; 12 casualties reported, Only 2 casualtics
reported and minor damage South London suburbs.

Sevenoeks, fire at gasometer in the gas works soon
extinguished,

Thorney Island aerodrome, damage to hangsrs and
3 aireraft destroyed.

Ford aerodrome, large oll and petrol fires caused.

Gosport aercdrome, demage to Btores work (%........)
was also caused tc one R.A,F. wireless station,

Lagt night enemy activity waes widespread but
again chiefly by single aireraft. Casualties are
believed to be slight and no major incident is reperted,
Se Summary air casuslties:
by our fighters.

Enemy bombers destroyed 65,

probable 13; damsged 2U4;

Enemy fighters 59, 12, 21 respectively;

Enemy unidentified 3, destroyed:
by our anti-ajreraft: enemy unidentified 13 destroyed:

Total 140, 25, 45 respectively.

British casualties: shot down 22 (12 pilots

safe), 1 reconnaissance machine missing,

B/
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6+ Shipping casualties, By U-boat, on Apgust

14th, British ship 2,300 tone, inward bound
carrying rice, not in convoy torpedoed and sunk
lierthwest Aiproaches; on Aygust 15th Britieh ship
5,700 tone inward bound torpedoed and sunk same
area, REarly yesterday morning British ship 4,500
tene ocutward bound torpedoed same area,

Te . Aden area., On Aygust 17th 2§ tons of
bonbe were drorped on enemny troop billets at
Hargeisa and five heavy bombers registered hits
on suspected petrol dump in Ethiopia.

8. Enemy losses by types during period
August 8th to Aygust 16th inelueive were as follows:
Long range bormbers 124 confirmed, 61 probably
destroyed, 81 dameged; short rence bombers
88, 20, 25 respectively;

fighters 248, 127, &9 respectively;

other types 41, 23, 19 respectively:

totals 501 confirmed, 231 rrobably destroyed,
134 demaged.
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’ £ 7| anmion mnasey,
7' J‘J v WASHINGTON, D.C,
SecTET August 2lst, 1940
Dear Nr. Preaident,
AL I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London late on the evening of August
20th.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. Fresident,

REGRADED Very sincerely Yyours,
UNCL: £ /FIiED
Zd’ﬁ:u-—-

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Waeshington, D. C.



Telegrem despatched from London
lete on the evening of August 20th.

faval,
He M. submarine Cachalot reports

ainking en enemy submarine off Lorient early
this morning. There were no survivors.
2, Somaliland,

The second Black Watch with two
companies of the King's Africen Rifles covered
the finel stages of the withdrawal, and were
heavily attacked on jugust 17th. The enemy
surfered severe casualties and did not follow
up thelr etteck, The Black Wateh had 15 killed
and 20 wounded, All the carriers of anti-tank
and anti=-gircraft guns were successfully embarked
end large gquentities of other mechanical transport
and mmmmunition were burnt. H. M. Austrelisn ship
Hobart successfully carried out demolitions and
bombarded Berbera before sailling. More then
5000 combatants ineluding 175 casualties have
been pafely landed.

S r Force

On the night of Auguat 18th to 19th
our heavy bombers effectively attacked an
aluminium works in Bouthwest Germany, where
fires and explosions vere seen and it is thought
that an emmnition dump was hit at Frieburg

aerodrome, An electro=chemical works and another

aerodrome/



aerodrome were also successfully attocked.
Resulta of an offensive sortie at Boulogne
were difficult to assess, owing to mist and
intense and ecourate anti-pirereft fire,
and searchlights, but pome aircraft dropped
bombs in the target arean, Bomba dropped by
Whitleys buret on the Fiat factory causing
several fires and explosions, and egually good
results were obtained at Milan where one enemy
single seater is believed to have been shot
down. Yesterday 1l Blenheims were despatched
against objectives in lNorthwest Germany, but
lack of cloud cover prevented carrying out of
the operations. One aireraft 1s missing.
Lest night 147 bombers were despatched to the
following objegtives. Forty-nine Ble nheimas
asrodromes in Northwest France, Hollond and
Belgium,9 medium bombers shipping at Boulogne.
Seventy—-eight heavy bombers as follows: 24
"Gnelsenau" at Kiel; 16 Berlin electrical
power station near Dessau; 12 oil flant in
Hanover; 1i oil storage tanks Gironde Estuary;
12 pgueduct Dortrund Canal end reilway targets
Northwest Germany. Five heavy bombers and 6
Swordfish were sent mine laying. Three medium
bombers are missing and one heavy bomber forced
landed in Holland,
Lea German Adp Foree.

Further reports of enemy bombing
August 18th as follows, BShoeburymess, 150 bombs

dropped/



dropped; considersble demage private property,
some damage to the railwoy and public services;
casualties slight. Paddockwood, minor damage

to rolling stock and permanent way. Caterham
over 50 H. E. dropped, only elight casualties,
Croydon, factory previously mentioned again hit;
conasiderable damage also to gas mains, Southwest
London latest report gives casuaslties es 12
killed and 40 major injuries. Night of August
18th to 19th spasmodic bombing chiefly in open
districte. [o material damage and no casualties
reported.

Yesterday morning, enemy appeared
chiefly engaged on air reconnaissance, Haiding
started in the efternoon; but was carried out by
single aircraft, meinly on targets of & militery
nature. Two salvos of & bombs hit Aduiralty
o0il depot &t Pembroke dock 8 out of 12 tanks
were set on fire but fire was under control early
this morning. Some damage was caused to buildings
at Naval Aireraft Station at Worthydown and a
smithy et Chetham dockyerd was wrecked. At a
training asrodrome 3 Wellingtona were destroyed
on the ground. Two other aerodromes were
attacked, at one of which some civilian casualties
were ceusedj at the other heavy domage was done
to barrack bulldings, 3 eireraft were domaged
and craters were ceused on eerodrome. Some
demage was done to H#tments at Dover, where 6

sellors end a soldier were killed and several

wounded.
Last/
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Last night, enemy activity was
widespread, but chiefly corried out by single
airoraft. MNine leying is suaspected in several
areas. Following particulars of dwnage by areas:

Derby, L.M.,and 8. main line, up and down
damaged.
Bridlington, General Poat Off'ice completely
deatroyed.
Aerodrome in Yorkshire serious fire.
Pembroke dock was egain bombed but no
particulars of damege yet received,
Se Bummary of Air Casualties.
Enemy: by fighters
destroyed 1 fighter, [ bombers
(5 totel),probable 1 bomber destroyed
and 1 bomber demaged.
Qur own: 3 fighters (2 pilots safe). 4
bombers not returned.
64 Ethiopia,.

On August 18th 4 Wellingtons bombed
hangara at Addis Abeba and started a petrol fire.
On the same dey, bombers and fighters assisted
the evpcuation of Somalilend. One of ocur bombers
was shot down but crew are safe,

Te Aspessment of effect of our bombing
attacks in enemy territory reported lest weelk.

Confirmed that as result of our borbing
of Canel viaduet across the Ems, all barge
traffic ceased for at least 12 days.

The highly successful results of attack

against/



against oil targets in Gironde estuary are
conf'irmed, by photographic reconnaisance,
Several tenks were burnt or damaged as well
as parts of plant and bulldings.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCGTON, D.C.

August 28nd, 1940.
Y otpai L o R

Dear Mr. President,

I enclomse herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Preaident,

Yery sincerely yours,

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED LA

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United 3tates of America,

Washington, Di C.



Telegram despatched from London
on the evening of August 2lst

liaval
l. Early yesterday, British ship

"Turakina" (9,000 tons) reported that she was
being fired on 330 miles west of North Island
of New Zealand.

At 3 a.m. yesterday fleet air arm air-
eraf't on patrol attacked 4 E-boats and dropped
bombs near enough to cause superficial demage.
The E-boats broke formation and made for
Cherbourg. Other aircraft of fleet air arm
attacked shipping off southwest Norway: one ship
(3,000 tons) was hit with £ bombs end 2 oil
tankers were attacked.

74 ocean going ships in convoy, in-
eluding 18 tankers, have arrived safely in United
Kingdom ports during the last £ daye.

2. Hoyel Air Force. During the night
of August 19th/20th about 30 amerodromes, mainly
in France and Holland, were attacked. In some
cages results could not be geen, but in others
fires were started. The "Gneisenau" at Kiel
could not be located, but 13 aircraft bombed the
harbour witih good results. The Berlin electric
power atation was attacked by 8 miroraft, a

large/
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large explosion was caused and extensive fires
broke gut. 011 targets were attacked in Germany,
and especielly satlsfactory results were obtained
at Gironde Estuary. Thirteen sirecraft bombed
target, whieh is thought to be completely deatroyed.
Flames rose to 2,000 feet. Attacks on railway
communications and on Ems Canal are thought to have
been successful.

Yesterday 2 Blenheims successfully
bombed the merodromes at Ostend and Amsterdam, but
last night all operations were cancelled owing to
bad weather.

J. German Alr Forge. The fire at
Yorkshire aerodrome was lesa serious than originally
thought, and was soon under control. But at
Pembroke dock, where 9 oil tanks out of 15 were
involved, the fire had not been extinguished this
morning, but iz reported as under control.

Yesterday enemy bombing mctivity was
slight, bombs were dropped in South Wales, where
cagualties were not numerous and in Essex, com-
paratively no damage or casualties have been re-
ported. In the afternoon, about 190 alrcraft
crossed near Dover, and later an attack developed,
by fighters only, on Manaton aerodrome. The raid
was intercepted by our fighters and 6 enemy sir-
ceraf't were shot down. There was no damage to
material or personnel at the aerodrome. One train
was attacked at Newton Abbot and 9 persons were

killed and 47 wounded. The line was blocked but is

now ulﬂll‘. I-ﬂ.t!
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Last night, enemy sctivity was
negligible.
4. Bummary of enemy air casuaslties:
Destroyed by our fighters 7, Probable 4,
damaged 5.
British Air Casueltiea:
2 righters (1 pilot asafe).
5. Aimes of German Alr Force.
Attacks on this country by German Air Force
have lately been directed against merodromes
of' Royal Air Force. Long range bombers have
Played a small part in these attacks. It
would, therefore, appear that immediste aim ig
to obtain, even at great cost, air supariority
over Great Britain by use of short range bombers
and fighters, relying upon greater numbers to
draw our fighter defences. Long range bombers
could then operate in force by day egainat
industry and porte with little interference.

8. Attacks on trade. Although attacks
were made on 2 convoys yesterday and 4 other
ships were bombed, there were no casualtieg
beyond slight damage to one ship of 2,500 tone.

T. Malta. Yesterday 10 enemy bombers,
escorted by B0 fighters, bombed 2 merodromes.
One Blenheim wes deatroyed and 5 other aireraft
were damaged while on the ground.

Considerable/
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Considerable damage is also reported
to works and buildinge at one of these aerodromes.
The enemy was engaged and dispersed by our
fighters, but there were no casualties.

Gibraltar. One enemy slreraft reported
shot down during a raid last night, which caused
no demage.

Ethiepia. & Blenheims attacked
Diredawa- on August 20th and dropped 23 tons of
bombs on hengers and railway stations. One
gireraft was shot down by 2 Italien fighters.
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BRITIGEH EMBABSEY,
WABHINCGTON, D.C.

August 28nd, 1940.

s

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
gituation. This was sent off from

London early this evening.
Balieve me,

Dear Mr. President,

!?Igt]f?jﬂ[}fg[} Very sincerely yours,

UNCL+S31FIED Z
i 2

The Honourable
Fraenklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerilca,

Weshington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

on the evening of August 22nd.

avol

Qur eireraf't on patrol Tussday
morning attecked 2 large destroyers and 1
large submarine off west comst of Demnmark. The
U-boet was forced to submerge and sireraft
registered near misses on the destroyer which
was sleo mpchine-gunned.

Yesterdey morning our aeir patrol
reported an 8,000 tons transport, screened by
L destroyers, off West Dermark; other aireraft
sent to attack felled to locate this foree, but
bombed without def'inits results L enemy merchant
vessels. One of our aircraft attacked by 7
M. E, 109's for 35 minutes, shot down one into
the sea.

A BEritish cruiser was unsuccessfully
bombed by the enemy yesterday afterncon in
8t. George's Channel; 3 trawlers were also
attacked in the same locality, and one enemy
machine was belleved to have been hit.

One minesweeping trawler was bombed
and sunk off Falmouth on the night of August
20th.

2./



2. Royal Air Force.

Twenty Blenheims were despatched
yesterday to attack serodromes and other
military objectives in Germany; all returned.
Weather conditions were unfevourable and 14
could not complete their tasks, but hangars
were hit at 3 serodromes.

Last night some operations were
cancelled owing to bad weather, but Ll Hampdens
left to attack an oil target at Magdsburg and
lifting plants on Mitteland Cgnel. All except
one returned. Six medium bombers were sent
against aerodromes, and one other to shipping
at Boulogne. Five Swordfish went on mine-laying
operations, one of them did not return.

3 German Air Force.

A large number of attacks by single
enemy aireraft took plece yesterday during
daylight over a wide area, and extended to Seilly
Islands, where an R. A, F. wireless station was
dameged. There was no important damage to
military objectives, but indiecriminete bombing
and machine gunning of open towne caused 19
fatel casualtics. Various serodromes were
attacked with little result, but at one of them
22 casualties cccurred, end at Royal Naval
Training Establishment at Skegness considerable
damage to buildings and services put one-third
of the camp temporarily ocut of action.

The fire at Pembroke dock, started on

Mondey, assumed o more serious character
yesterday/



yeaterday evening, owing to a change in the
directicn of the wind, and waes last reported
burning furiously and out of control.

Last night only about 30 enemy
aireraft were operating and, for the most
rart, singly. o damage is yet reported.

Lea Summary of Air Casuslties,
Enemy: destroyed 13, probable 2, damaged 2,

British: 1 fighter (pilot safe), 2 bombers
missing.
e Ethiopia.
S8everal serodromes were attacked
by bombers of South African iir Force on August
19th. One Itelian bomber was damaged, and hits
are reported on other targets., On August 20th
3 heavy bombers registered hits on railway
buildings and track at Kassala station.
ibraltar.
On the night of August 20th to 2lst
2 raids were carried out by single Italian
gircraft sgainat the harbour and upper rock.
Demege was alight, and there were no casualties,
The firet aircraft was shot down by anti-aircraft

fire,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

August 2hth, 1940

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the lateat report on the military
situation. This wes sent off late
last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very eincerely yours,

The Hanoursble
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Waehington, D. C.



Telegram desputched from London

on evening of Aggust 23rd, 1340

———————a

At 9.24 yesterday, the Eagt-bound Channel
convoy, when off Folkestone, came undep leng range
artillery fire from the nelghbourhood of Gris Nez.
The bombardment continued until 12.15, the convoy
then having reached Deal; 108 round wers fired
apparently in L-gun salvos,

An enemy battery of L guns and ancther of
3 puns were observed, Tiring wae short at first but
later straddled the convoy. 2 shelle landed in
Dover Harbour,

Although there were seversl neap migses,
no damege was inflicted on the convoy or escort.

Boon after mid-dasy an aip atiack was
made on the same convoy, but this was also
ineffective end resulted in no deamage to shipping.

In the evening Dover was shelled, 1%
houre by 2 enemy long range guns Tiring singly from
the neighbourhood of Calais. 23 rounds fell in the
back of the town csusing slight casualties, amongst
which were 1 army end 2 naval officers killed,
Considerable damage was done to broperty and gas mains,
2. Bayal Air Force.

Heavy clouds and rain hampered banbing
operations during the night of August 21st/22nd but
30 aireraft carried out their tasks. 10 tons of

bombe/
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bombe were dropped on synthetic oil plant at
Magdeburg causing fires and heavy explosions, A
mine was dropped in Mitteland canal and a direct
hit and several near misses were obtained on
ghip lifts end lock gates. An oll refinery at
Hanover, marshalling yard and two serodromes
elpewhere were also bombed, Hangara and a
probable petrol dump were set on fire at 2
agoprdromes by comstal command Blenheims. GSome
minea were elsc leld successfully.

Dyring the day weather conditions
rrevented fulfilment of most tasks, but one
aerodrome was borbed, photographs were taken of
gun emplacement at Cap Gris Nez and an enemy 2
seater biplane wae shot dewn into the sea off
Havre. All our aircraft returned safely.

Last night 1035 aireraft were
despatched; all returned safely. Objectives
ware as follows!:

Forty-six Blenheims, enemy aercdromes;
six Welliigtons, & synthetie oll plant;
10 Wellingtons, reilway targets; 24 Hempdens,
air component factory at Frankfort; five
Battles, shipping Boulogne Harbour; twelve
Hampdens, mine-laying.
3. & Alr .

The attack on the Channel convoy
yesterday by sbout 30 enemy aireraft wae
intercepted and dispersed by our fighters. One
enemy was destroyed, two more probable
casualties; our losses were two Spitfires,

Other enemy activity was slight and mostly
confined/
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confined to single aireraft, although towards
avening about 30 enemy machines crossed the
coast near Deal; about an hour laoter some more
aircraft approached and bombing was reported at
Dover, Deal and Manston. A few interceptions
were made by our fighters.

Additional incidents. & train wes
machine-gunned in Somerset, no casualties;
the fire st Pembroke dock is still burning;
the Oroat Western Reilway main line at MNewton
Abbot i1s likely to be out of order for soue
time; Purley Way ls temporarily closed owing
to explosion of delayed sction bomb. Last night
enenmy activity although confined almost entirely
to raids by eingle aireraft, was on a larger
scale and more widespread than usual. EBomba
were dropped in northern and nerth-eastern
Lgndon suburbs, casualties and damage Bo far
reported es slight. One hangar wes set on
fire but was extinguished at Pilton; and near
Aldershot 9 trucks of an smmuniticon train
were set on fire. Other spasmodic 'bofu‘bing
took place over a wide srea, and mine-laying
is suspeoted in the Themes EZstuary and off
the East Cosst.
L. Bumnary of air casualties. Enemy.
Desetroyed. By our fighters 3 fighters and 3
bombers; total six. Probable. 3 fighters
1 bvorber, totsl 4. Our own. 5 fighters

{} pﬂo‘tﬂ- lﬂf&}.
5o/
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d« Bhipping casualtics, One British ship
(1700 tons) oarrying cosl was bombed and suni in
&t, Georges Channel; one man wWes killed and ten
are migsing.
6. Middle East. Libya. On the 2lst & Blenheims
destroyed 3 enemy bombers on the ground st an
Italiasn aerodrome. All returned safely,

Sudan. On the 17th 3 heavy bombers
carried ocut & low level attack on Eassala fort.
All bombs fell in the terget area and hits wers
registered on the fort.

fsnya. On the 19th, airecraft of the
South African Alr Foroe registered hite on the
Jetty end a hangar at Mogodishu and also boubed
fuel stocks and eneny sireraft at 5 Italisn
serodromes in Ethippia,
Ta Albenias. The Italian nineteenth
Infantry division snd one hundred and thirty-
firet ermoured division have moved up near the
Greek frontier; there are aleo reports of
further Itelian troop movements towards the

Greak frontier.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C. { \
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August 25th, 1940

Dear Mr. Frealdent,

I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London late last night,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very eincerely yours,

REGRADED Lt
UNCLASSIFIED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from Londan
late on the evening of August £4th

1. Naval. H.M. Destroyer
"Hostile" mined and sunk off Cape Bon
Tunisia early August 23rd. No detailed report
yet received but survivors were Plcked up by
eccompanying destroyers.

On August 23rd three Swordfish air-
eraf't supported by Royal Air Forece sireraft
made torpedo attacks on Bomba Libye sinking
one Italian destroyer one depot ship and two
submarines. All airceraft returned,

2. BRoysl Alr Foree. Following
resulis observed during operations night of
August 28nd/23rd. Fires on eight ocut of
seventeen serodromes attecked. Fire and ex-
Plosion in oil plant at Bottrop and fires on
railway targets. Fires observed on exploesive
factory near Frankfurt and Cologne power
stetlon and Dulsburg-Ruhrort inland ports.
Resulte of attecks on Prankfurt snd Boulogne
harbour not obeserved due to weather conditions.

During August 23 twenty-one Blenheims
attacked enemy-occupled aerodromes and Dieppe
harbour and verious communications. Six
Battles from Comstal Command attacked E-boats

in Boulogne harbour. One Blenheim and two

Battles missing.
During/
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During the night of August 23rd-24th
85 aircraft attacked enemy occupied merocdromes,
gun emplacements at Cape Gris Nez, oil plant at
Magdeburg, marshelling yards at Mannheim and laid
mines in certain areas. All sireraft returned
but reports not yet availgble.

g« German Ailr Force. During August

23rd sporadic raids made by enemy asircraft
operating singly. Bombs caused some damage but
no casuslties at Warwick and Leemington, one
ecagualty at Daventry. 23 people killed and 12
injured in sttack on New Milton (Hants).

During night of August 23rd-24th light
enemy raids reported in south Wales, Bristol
Channel, Bomerset, Cornwall, Midlands, Northeast
Coast, East Anglia and Kent. On previous night
bombs caused damage to communicetions and ges
mains at Birmingham, two casuslties. Wembley
district water supply seriously damaged and two
eircraft and two hangars destroyed at Manston
asrodrome.

Attack previously reported on Pembroke

Dock resulted in loes of 5§ oil tenks, nine tanks
intact and two still burning. BSome casualties to
fire fighters.

& ry of cagun &

Enemy. By our fighters 2 bombera
deatroyed by anti-aireraft fire 1 bomber, total 3.

Our own. 2 bombers reported sbove

destroyed at Manston aesrodrome.

6e/
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5., Bhippinz cagualties. One Britigh
ghip (6,700 tons) sunk by enemy air attacks

in Moray Firth and another set on fire. Three
ships ettacked by aircraft in St. George's
Channel without result.

6. Convoy of 28 ghips including 24
British has arrived in United Kingdom ports.
Convoy includes 5 tenkers, 4 cargoes of grain,
and 8 of pit-props.

7. Libya. On night of August £lst-
£2nd one British aircraft destroyed 6 enemy
sea planes at Bomba sesplans base. August 22nd
succeasful attecks made on 7O aireraft at El
Adem and on shipping and sirecraft at Derna. All
our sireraft returned.

There ia no evidence of preparations
for lsunching of mejor offensive for Libya
within next 3 or 4 weeks.

8. Easst Africa. August 2nd (7 22nd)
our airereft sttacked Massaws, Wells and enemy
position south of Moyale and merodromes.

9. Enemy aireraft bombed Alexandris
on night of August 28nd-23rd ceusing little

damage and no casualties.
10. Enemy sirocraft approached Halte on

August 23rd but made no attack.
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BRITIGH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

AuEEnt B6th, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,
I encleose herein a copy of

the latest report on the military

situation. This wes sent off from
London early this morning.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very silncersly yours,
REGRADED 30
UNCLASSIFIED

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roogevelt,
Preasident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram deepstched from London
esrly in the morning of August 26th, 1340

———e e -

1. KNaval.

His Majesty's Sloop "Pehzance" sunk by
U-boat 650 milnaluff Ireland on Apgust 24th whilst
on convoy escort. No survivors reported.

Report Juet received of Norwegien ship
(6000 tons) sunk without warning by enemy reider on
August 4th 950 miles South Esst of Bermuda,
Burvivors landed Gibraltar August 23rd reported
raider a ship about LOOO tons.

Two destroyers damaged in enemy air
attack on Portsmouth dockyard yesterdey, one
seriously. GSome damage to dockyard buildings, but
ne vital targets hit. 24 killed and 42 injured in
dockyard area.

Armed trawler destroyed one enemy
aireraft and probably enother when attacked in home
waters yesterday.

2. Baysl Alr Horce.

During night of August 23rd-August 24th,
fires and explosions were cbeerved on majority of
20 enesmy-cceupled aerodromes attacked. 011 target
at Mapdeburg, marshalling yard at Mannheim, and
Brest, Dieppe harbours were also hit. Mine laying
succesafully carried out.

Two enemy aerodrowes and one seaplane
btase bombed by Royal Air Force yesterday. Resulte

unobeerved.
Ly
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14l British bonbers attacked enemy-
occupied merodromes, oll tergets, communications
and.munitions factories laet night. Mo reports
yet received. Two bombars missing. Ten bombers
also attacked aireraft factory neer Milan, returned
safely. Hepcrts not yet available.
3. QGagrman Air Fgrece.

About 500 enemy alrcraft attacked
Britieh Isles on August 24th. 6 attacks, couprising
between 350 and 860 airoraft each, were made on
Bouth East area, including heavy attack on Rausgate,
and a particularly heavy attack on Portemouth aree.
Our fighters intercepted end dispersed these raids,
the last of which croesed the coast near Dover,
turning away in face of our fighters without
apparently attacking any objective. Heavy fires
and damege caused by 2 eneny attacks on kenston
aerodrome. Alrport buildings snd A.R.F. personnel
machine gunned by low flying aireraft at Remsgate,
where military and naval headguarters and custome
houes were dameged by bouwbs, and gas snd water
mains fractured., Casualtlies here reported 20
killed and 42 wounded. HNorth Weald sefodrome
and aerodrome in Glamorgan damaged. H.E. and
incendiary bombe caused fires at Portemouth,
which wers guickly got under control. Hailway
damaged., ZExclusive of' dokyard casualties, L2
were killed and about 250 injured (most of these
wers due to direct hit on cinema)., One killed
and three wounded at Great Yarmouth., One killed
at Dover by cross-Channel shelling.

Position/
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Position at Pembroke Dock now much improved.
Hoped to save at least 7 tanke and to salve guantity of
oil from the moet,

Epeny air amctivity on an inereased scale last
night, beombe caused fires in city of Lgndon and West
Indian Docks, which are now under eontrol. Small fires also
in Eastern districts of London, Bmall area of the City
temporarily closed as precautlion against unexploded bombe.
Bombe also dropped in SBouthwest suburbs, Casualties not
yet known. Other important attacks were against targets in
Midlands and Tyneside, but cesualties and damage were not

proportionately heavy.

4, Summery of air casuslties.

Enemy Destroyed Frobable Damaged
By our fighters 17 bombers 3 bombers & bombers
By our Tighters 23 fighters 10 fighiers 9 fighters

By anti-alrcraflt
fire one four nil

(type of aircraft unimown)
Total 41 7 15
In addition, 2 enemy bombers thought to have been
destroyed by our fighters during leet night's attacks,
Bpitish: 20 fighters, (14 pilots saved).

5« Bhipping casualties.

1 British ship (10,000 tons) torpedoed and sunk
in home waters night of 23rd/24th. 2 other ships (total
11,000 tons) in the same convoy dameged., 1 Bpitish ship
(6,000 tons) damaged by torpedo in home waters yesterday.

1 Panamanian ship (4,000 tone) sunk by torpeds 34C miles

Weet of Ireland on Ayguet 20th. 1 additional Epditish ship

(5,000 tons) slso sunk in enemy air attack in Moray Firth,

recorded in paragraph 5 of my immediately preceding telegram.
6+



& enemy bombers, supported by 16
fighters, attecked and slightly decaged
gerodromes yesterday. Four Hurricanes

intercepted and shot down 1 Itellan fighter,

7. Libya.
One "Rombay" attacked Tobruk Harbour

night of 23rd/2Lth causing fires.

B. ﬂldﬂﬂ-o
Enemy bombed ¥hertoum area without

result, snd Omdurman where some civillan

casualties resulted.
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BRITIGEH EMBABSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Re
gecrer— Un CLOHA

August 27th, 1940

“DF
b fgo

Dear Mr., President,
I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
gituation. This wea sent off from London
early this morning.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

L

The Honoureble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram sent off from London
in the morning of August 27th, 19L0

1. HNaval. Mediterranean. During the night

of August 23rd/24th five destroyers successfully |
attacked seaplane base at Bomba, and 2 ships
bombarded shore targete and troop concentrations
at Bardia.

Light forces have carried out a sweep

East of Crete but no encounters with enemy |
vessels have been reported. Om August 22nd a
14 ineh gun mounted in the vieinity of Dover
replied to German fire from French coast. Our
firing was only preliminary and no attempt at

a serious bombardment was made; eafter a few
rounds had been fired, 50 hostile aircraft

took off and our spotting asroplane was
recalled.

2. Royal Air Force. During the night of
August 24th/25th an Italian air component
factory was successfully located and attacked,
medium bombers also bombed 16 enemy aero-
dromes, a particularly heavy attack being made
against Dinard serodrome. The gun emplace-
ments at Cap Griz Ne:z were also bonbed. A
heavy scale attack by heavy benbers was made
against Daimler Benz factory at Stuttgart

whers large explosion was caused. Other
primary targets which were bombed wers

electrical/
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electrical power station at Coleogne, and oll
gtocks and munitions worke elsewhere. Owing to
unfavoursble weather 10 mireraft could not
locate their targets and brought their bombs
back. Minelaying on a larger scale than usual
was carried out successfully.

Yesterday 7 Blenheims attacked &
enemy aerodromes; all returnsd safely.

Last night 126 aercplanes were sent
out., 12 medium bombers to asrodromes, and 35
heavy and 45 medium to Berlin, where objectives
were electrical factories, the power station,
and airport. Other heavy bombers were sent to

attack reilway targets, and 24 medium bombers
of the Coastal Command to attack shipping, oil
targets, surface craft, and sesplanes in Northern
French harbours. From these operations 2
Blenheims are missing, and 3 Hampdens have

landed in the sea of which the crew of one ls safe.
3. German Alr Force.

August 24th. At a Burrey aerodrome on
which 200 to 300 H.E. and several thousand
incendiary bombs wefe dropped, there was no
damage to aireraft or hangars. The power
station was seriously damaged, and also mains of
public services. Casualties at Portemouth are
pow given as 83 killed, 191 wounded, end Joo
homeless., At Ramsgate at least 250 bombe were
dropped; all fires are put out; considesrable
damage was done to house property, but there
is no difficulty in housing the homeless

families/
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families, Night of August 24th/25th, although
bombing was widespread, damage was not
preportionate to the bombs dropped. Princlipal
attack was on Teesids where damage was done

to gas works, electric cables and publie
gervices; a nitric acid plant was badly
damaged and s foundry demoliehed. Casualties
in this area 7 killed, sbout 85 wounded, and
100 rendered homeless. Demage in the Midlands
was slight. All fires are extinguished in
London Dockes area; some damage 18 reported
to suburban railway lines. The Portamouth
road, which had been closed, is now clear. A
railway line in Scuth Wales was temporarily
blocked and ths Great North Road nsar Berwick
is expected to be clesed for L, days. Casual-
ties in London, Middlesex and Surrey are 9
killed and 58 hospital cases. August 25th.
Enemy activity up to 5 p.m. Was slight.
About 180 enemy aireraft then approached
gouth West Cosst; our fighters repulsed thise
attack, destroying approximately LO eneny
aireraft and pursuing them out to sea.

Further enemy sctivity invelving about 8o
aireraft was reported over Beuth East Coast
during the evening; these ralders were
attacked by our fighters and casualties
inflicted. 3 aerodromes were reported as
having been attacked. Night of August 25th/
p6th. Enemy activity was on a large scale
until 2 s.m., large numbers of aircraft coming
from Holland and Brest, crossing the coast

at/
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at numerocus pointa. Minelaying was suspected
round South East and East Coastas. Birmingham
area heavily bombed and damage caused to
factories, but particulare not yet avallable.
S8ome South Coast towns were attacked, and in
London area bombs were dropped in Bouth Weet and
Northern suburban areas. An aesrodrome in Berks
was also attacked.
L. Bummary of air casualties.

Enemy casualties, by cur fighters;
bonbera destroyed 8, probable 2, damaged 2;
fighters 38, 13, 1li respectively; unspecified 1,
nil, nil, respectively; by our anti-aireraft,
unspecified 6, destroyed; total 53 destroyed,
15 probable, 16 damaged.

British casualties: 16 fighters (10
pilots killed or missing); 2 bombers missing;
3 bombers lost.
5. Shipping Casualties.

By U-boats; yesterday one British ship
(5,700 tons) and one tenker (6,800 tons); home-
ward bound in convoy were sunk in North Western
Approaches., Another tanker (7,500 tons) was
torpedoed same afterncon off West Coast of
Bcotland. 2 other British ships, total tonnage
9,200 tons, not in convoy, were torpesdoesd off
West Coast of Ireland. Omes is reported sinking.

By airecraft:= An unknown ship was reported
sunk off North Weat Scotland, and a small British
ship (500 tons) was set on fire in St. Georges
Channel. Other ships were unsuccessfully attacked
in this area and also off Western Approaches.

During/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

UNC.{_ HADED hugust 28th, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,

I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London late last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

LA,

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
late on the evening of August 27th.

lavel,

Early this morning a BEritish tanker
reported she was being shelled by a disguilsed
merchantman south of Madagascar.

Four officers and eight ratings
from H. M. Sloop “Penzance"™ have been rescued,
and 5 others are believed rescued.

2. o Force

Bad weather hampered operations over
Germany during the night of August 25th - 26th.
Thirty-two alroraft attacked tergets in Berlin
and its immediate neighbourhood. Largest attack
waa on power station where a large fire was
started. The airport and aircraft fectory and
electricel factory were attacked and direct
hite seen on the last two targets. Obeervetion
wes very difficult. Elsewhere railway targets,
docks and aerodromes were also attacked and
severe fires were caused at oll depot at
Cherbourg and in docks at Boulogne. Eight
machines are missing, end not five as reported
yesterday. One crew is safe. lineteen
Blenheims were despetched yesterday, two of
which bombed two aerodromes; remainder were
obliged to sbandon the taskas owing to the

weather, one machine was loat.

v



A Bunderland patrolling off Tromso
attaecked 8 seaplanes on the water, sinking 2
and setting fire to another, Last night 99 eir-
eraf't were despatched to the following objectives:
medium bombers to enemy=occupied aerodromes
in the Low countries and northwest France, heavy
bombers to attack sireraft feetory and olil
target at Frankfurt, end reilway targete and
wharves, chemical factory, eerodromes and power
atations in various districts of Germany. Thirty=
two heavy bombers were sent to bomb the synthetic
0il factory at Leuns, alsc an asrodrome, A gas
works, and Dortmund Canal aqueduct. One sircraft
is missing.

Italy.

Eleven heavy bombers left lest night
to attack the Maresel Magneto factory and also
an aireraft factory at Turin. Two aircraft are
missing. Reports not yet available.
3a r Foras

Wight of 25th - 26th August. At
Birminghem sbout 60 fires were sterted; sericus
damage was ceused to merket hall, two keypoint
factories were dsmeged as wellas four othera,
Casualties so far reported 13 killed, 31 wounded.
At Croydon demege was ceused to streets, gas
meins, and telephone services., Other damege of
no great importance was csused on Teeside and

at Coventry.
During/



During the early part of yesterday
eneny activity was confined to isolated raids.
In the latter part of the morning 2 raids of
about 30 and 50 eircraft attacked Folkstone and
talloon barrage at Dover. These raids were
intercepted. Towards evening about 250 enemy
aireraft approached London from the Thames
Estuary, but turned off and sppeared to meke for
military objectives and serodromes in southern
Essex, OConeidereble damage was ceused to public
gervices end to a rallway embankment in this
gres, but casuslties were very few. Another
250 eonverged on Portsmouth where the chiefl
attack was on Fort Cumberland, considersble
structural demage was done to bulldings, water
mains, and electrie light supply; four officers
and four other renks were killed, and three
officers and ten other renks wounded. In other
districts & military camp was bombed ceusing
some cesualties and minor demege, and an aerodrome
at which 3 sirereft were domaged. These ralds
wepre aleo intercepted by our fighter squadrons.

Last night enemy bombing activity was
widespread and ebout 300 mirplenes were operating.
Werning in London lasted for 6 hours and bombs

were dropped chiefly in northern suburba.
Frincipal/



Frineipal attock seems to have been on
Birminghem and district. Casualties so far
reported are 9 killed, 40 seriocusly wounded.
Fires were ceused in a goods yard, and at
Bs8.As Ltd.; thore was alsc damage to & rubber
factory, and an aircraft fectory. Three factories
end a goods yard were also bombed and demeged
at Coventry; no casualty report yet received,
The following areas weres also visited, but
damage reports are not yet availsble; northeast
coast, Midlands, south coast, Bristol arecs, and
Bouth Wales.

s Summary of Air Casualties.

Enemy casualties by our fighters:
bombers destroyed 22, probable nil, damaged 1l;
enemy fighters 23, 7, 3 respectively; by our
anti-aireraft: enemy fighters 1, nil, 1 respsc-
tively; totals: destroyed 46, probable 7,
damaged 18,

British (in the air): 28 fighters but
only 4 pilots and alr gunners are missing.

Four bombers missing.
54 Shipping Casualties,

Reference paragraph 5 of yesterday's
summery, two edditional Bpitish ships (3900 and
5200 tons) of this convoy were torpedoced. One
is reported on fire and the other has sunk.

During the period of this summary, 29
ships have pafely arrived in convoy including
13 tankers,

6o/



6. Somelilend,
On August 24th four aireraft of the

South Africen airforce successfully dive=bombed

oil tanks at Mogador.

T A Boyel Air Force Cmech sgquadron

in action for the first time yesterday, brought

down one bomber and one fighter and lost 3

Hurricanes but no pilots.
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BRITIEH EMBASSEY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

August 29th, 1940

Dear Mr. President,

: I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
sltuation., This was sent off late
lagt night.

Belisve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of America,
Waghington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from London
in the evening of August 28th, 1940

Haval,
Last night a British armed merchant

eruiser was hit by two torpedoed in North Western
Approachea.

A British cruiser was unsuccessfully
attacked by a torpedo carrying aireraft off
Alexandria yesterday morning, and a British
nubmnrinn reports on August 2lst she attacked two
enemy merchant vessels escorted by a destroyer,
The merchant vessels are congidered to have been sunk,

oyal Air Force

Some very satisfactory reports of
bombing operations on night of August 26th/27th
have been received. Aireraft factory at Frankfurt,
large fires started; oil stocks at Prankfurt,
large fires increasing in intensity; an explosive
factory, very large fire, many explosions; another
explosive Tactory, series of explosicns followed by
intense white fire; Leuna synthetic oil plant,
Tire started; ILeipsig gas works, large fires;
chemical factory st Cologne, big explosion, many
tires. A number of other targets including
aerodromes were also bombed, One enemy bomber,
probably returning from England, was shot down near

8 French aerodrome.
Itely/




==
Italy,

Many bursts were observed on targets and
Tires end large explosions were caugad at both
Marelll factory and Fiat aireraft factory,

All cur aircraft despatched yesterday
returned safely, Majority obliged to abandon tasks
owing to unsuitable weather, but one bombed a ship off
Northern Holland, result uncbserved,

Last night 49 aircraft were despatched
against industrial, railwey and oil targets and
docks in Germany with "Gneisenau" at Kiel ms spacial
target. Adreraft were also sent to Italy and on mine-
laying operatione. All except one have returned
safely. Reports awalted.

3. German Air Force,

During the night of August 26th/27th,

3 enemy aireraft were destroyed; German bombing
resulted as follows.

London area, damage negligible, In Birminghem
area a sustained and intensive raid lasted 4 hours;
A«R.P. services fully extended and maintained;
casialties so far reported are 10 killed, 51 wounded;
various serious fires were started but were all under
control by morning. 3 factorles were seriously
damaged, the effect on production not yet estimated;
morale end cheerfulness of public cutstanding. At
Coventry industrial damage was slight; production
not interfered with, Other industrial damage in East
Yorkshire has not hindered production.

Yesterday only sbout 76 enemy aireraft
were operating over British Isles. One more bomber was
destroyed by our fighters.

Night/
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Night of August 27th/28th enemy
active, although considerably less than on two
previous nights. B8Scattered raids over most of the
caintry caused some damage to railroad and
telephone communications. The principal areas
attacked were: London area chiefly northern
suburbs; no serious dsmage reported. Birmingham
glight demage only. Portsmouth area sporadic
bombing and only slight damage; no casualties 8o
far reported but unexploded bombs suspected in
dockyard, Some dislocation to reilway traffic
caused at Southempton and Crewe. In Kent a bus
garage was hit and 16 people killed.

Three key point factories were hit,
Two were undamaged end at the other the only
damage was to a water main.
4. of air o ties.
Eneny. Bombers destroyed 4, probable 1, damaged 1.

Fighters destroyed none, probable 1,
mmd none.

British. One fighter (piloct safe )
One bomber missing.

5. Bhipping casualties.
By airoraft: August 26th British ship "Remuera"
(11,500 tons) /undecypherable/ both sunk by
aireraft off East Coast of Scotland. The crews
were saved.
By U-boat: Yesterday 2 Allied ships (16800 and
3000,tons) ,homeward bound in convoy, were
torpedoed; one was set on fire but may be saved.
6. EZpt.

on August 26th, a Bunderland, on

reconnaissance, was obliged to come down on the
sea/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

August 30th, 1940_

Dear Mr, President,
e, T e I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military

8ltuation. This was sent off last

night,
Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,
Very sincerely youras,
REGR
ADEp
UNCLASS‘FIED ch_ 2,

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
FPresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram despatched from Londen .
on the evening of August 26th

1. HNaval. Reference to paragraph 1,
yesterday's summary, this armed merchant cruiger
was afloat for seven hours before sinking, and
8 large number of the crew were saved.

It is now reported that vessel
described as & depot ship sunk at Bomba on
August 23rd was a merchant vessel of 2,000 tons.

2. Roysl Air Force. Resultas of night
bombing of August 27th/28th. "Gneisensu" was
not located, but large fires and explosions in
Klel dockyard resulted from attacks by six heavy
bombers; intensity of anti-aireraft and search-
lights hampered obmervation. A large explosion
occurred at & transformer station near Frankfurt,
which epparently destroyed the plant. Three
aireraft attacked the alr frame factory at
Augsburg, and other alternative targets were
bombed. Fires were caused at fuel installstions
in Gironde Estuary and at Cherbourg and mines
were laid successfully elsewhere.

italy. 8ix aireraft sent to northern
Itely returned safely; one bombed Fiat works and
caused extensive fires; another attacked Marelli
works, results uncbserved. Remaining four were

obliged to return with their bombe.
Norway,/
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Horway. Yesterday afternoon, nine
fleet air arm aircraft attacked targets in south-
west Norway. Two oll ecisterns were hit, an
enemy patrol boat was machine-gunned and caught
fire, and two hits were scored on a merchant
vessel. All aircraft returned.

Last night 91 aireraft were deapatched,
81x heavy bombers to an electric works and 17 to
an electric power station at Berlin; ten heavy
bombers to Junkers factory at Dessau and another
aireraft factory at Leipzig; seven heavy bombers
to Kiel ghipbuilding yarde asnd to two oil
refineries; fiftesn medium bombers to enemy
aerodromes and six from coastal command to Cmen
eerodrome; mine-laying was also carried out. A1l
machines returned.

3. GQerman Alr Force. Yesterdsy four
mein enemy raids took plece, sll in same area.
During morning three formations exceeding 100 and
in evening one formation of about 50 aireraft
came up the Thames Estuary. All raids were inter-
cepted and broken up by our fighteras, with loss to
enemy. Few bomba were dropped. A% one eserodrome
all communications were put out of action except
wireless telegraphy. A few bombs were dropped on
Hemsgate and Margate. Only minor damage and a
few casualties reported,

; Last night enemy activity was heavy,
the Midlande being chief objective, considerable
damage/
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damage to private Property was caused at
Coventry, where cagualties 80 far reported
are 9 killed and 26 wounded, Elsewhere, damage
was not proportionate to the number of bomba
dropped. Bombing covered 8 wide area, including
London district, Yorks, Lanes, Tyne, and
Tees-side, the South Coast, and South Wales. In
Cheshire a 50,000 gellon cistern was set on
Tire, but was put out by 3 a.m. Some important
railway lines and roads are temporarily blocked
by unexploded bombs, and Production at 2
Birmingham factories is held up for the same
reasgon,

The German air force ig apparently
making great efforts to improve night-flying
training on all types.

4. Summary of air cagualtieg.
Enemy :
By our fighters:

%ﬂnd T

Frobable 3

3
- TCE

ad L 4
(ineluding a Curtis Hawk)

Seaplane 1 destroyed.
Tetal 27 destroyed, 14 probeble, 10 damaged.
A/



A training type machine, carrying mail from
France to Jersey, landed intact in Sussex.

British:

280 Fighters (7 pilots and 3 air gunners
killed or missing)

6. Bhipping Casuglties.

By U-Boats: British ship (4,000 tons)
inward bound in convoy, was torpedoed off North-
wegt Scotland, a tug has been sent to assist.

In addition, 3 British ships in outward bound
convoy (total tonnage 12,500) were torpedoed in
Northwestern approaches; two (7,800 tons) were
sunk.

6. Middle Eagt. On Augnst 27th, 17
Blenheims set fire to 2 ships and obtained hits

on Jetty in Derna Harbour. Gladiators covered
the withdrawal aend all sireraft returned safely.
Yesterday enemy asircraft dropped bombs near
Alexandria causing only minor demage, and also
flew over FPort Said.

Palestine. On August 27th, 10 Italian
bomberes attacked oll refineries and marsghalling

yards at Haifa. An oil cistern was hit, but not
fired; other damage was negligible, casualties
alight.

Budan. On August 26th, a mechanised
patrol composed of British Sudanese troops raided
an enemy post north of Kassela. The rald was
succesaful, the post was set on fire and many
casualties inflicted. Our casualties killed and

wounded were 13.
7./



7+« The following reports of damsge
caused by British bombing and mining operations
have been received during the fortnight ended
Avgust 28nd.

(A) (1) Germany.

Gelsenkirchen. Synthetiec oil plant
damaged and was out of operation for 14 days.
500,000 litres of aviation spirit and contents
of 6 tanks of naptha were lost. Ooke ovens and
by-product plant was hit.

Essen. Coke ovens hit.

Dusseldorf. After our raid on June
18th/19th, fires lasted 84 hours. Chemical
factory damaged, production curtailed owing to
lack of sleep smongst workers.

Hamburg. Oreat damage caused. BSome
shipping has ceased to use the port.

Hanover. Chief naptha plant has been
hit and seriously damaged.

Farther reports received of socuracy of
our bombing and of its demoralising effect on the
Germans. On August 15th, the blackout was to
be relaxed in Berlin in order to improve
civilian morale.

It is reported that synthetic petrol
is now reserved for military use only and that

lorries are to run on charcoal gas. (2)/
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(2) Norway. In one raid on June 26th,
17 German aireraft wers destroyed.

500 tons of oil were destroyed at
Dolvik.

(2) Denmark. Petrol tanks at Nyborg
have been completely destroyed.

(4) France. After our bombardment of
oil refinery and storage plants on Gironde
Estuary during the night of August l4th/15th,
rhotographs were taken on August 20th. Some oil
tanks at one plent, and oll refinery works at
another, were left burning. At least & storage
cisternas had been destroyed. The refinery itself
had been considerably deatroyed.

(B) Mining operations. 21 vessels have
been sunk by mines in The Sound between July 6th
and July 27th. At the end of July, there was
virtually no traffic in these watera., In the
moenths of May, June, and July, German losses alone
due to our mines are estimated at 22 ships of a
total tonnage of 93,910 tons.

In Oslo Fjord a transport wae sunk in
June, and on August 1lth & minesweeper and 3
other German ships arrived in port damaged and
port was closed for 3 dayas.
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Telegram despatched from London
late on the evening of August 30th,

Havel,
A British sloop has been

enthusiasticelly received in French Camercons
which have now declared for Genersl de Geulle,

A promising attack on & U-boat by
en aircraft, in conjunction with a destroyer,
wes corried out yesterday afterncon in lorth-
western approaches,
2. Boyal Air FDE.G!

Bombing operations during the night
of August 28th to 29th were most successful.
Fourteen aircraft attacked the Siemens Electric
works at Berlin, where & large fire and explosion
were caused, and 14 heavy bombers attacked
the Berlin Electric Power Station, where fires
and sxplosions were also ceused, end crew of
1 alreraft preport that only the girdera were
lef't of one of the buildings. Three hits were
made on Junkers factory, and 2 oil plants were
also attmcked. The remaining heavy bombers >
attacked numercus other targets, including
Berlin airport. A large vessel in a canal
gouth of Berlin was seen to explode.

Medium bombers attacked 12 serodromes
and 3 large explosions were caused at jmsterdam

aerodrome, 8ix machines also laid mines,.
Yesterday/
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Yesterday absence of cloud ecover
hindered bombing operations, MNevertheless
one merodrome was bombed and shipping off
northwest Hollend was attacked. JAll our aircraft
returned safely.

Last night a total of 78 aircraft were
deapatched. Of these 57 heavy bombers were
directed againat oll targets in occcupled Fronce
end northwest Cermany, other heevy bombers
ageinst reilway communications; medium bombers
were sent to attack eerodromes. All aircraft
but one have reported back.

3. Ge r Force

During the night of August 28th to 29th
casualties reported in London area amounted
to 11 killed, 46 wounded., A fire csused in an
ordinance depot was soon extinguished. A
locality in south London had to be ultimately
temporaerily evacuated owing to unexploded bomba
and repair work is delsyed at an instrument
manufactory, but production of new instruments
ia not affected. Other minor damage was
caused in the XNorth Midlands.

Yesterday sotivity during the morning
was slight; there was only one mejor raid
during the day. In the afterncon 170 enemy
aireraft, followed shortly efterwards by about
20 more, crossed the Kent cosst., Fighters
mturnulatad and dispersed the enemy. o
reports of bombs being dropped have been
received. A small-secale attack by bombing and

machine puns was made on the 8qilly Isles;
damage/




damgge to H.A.F. establishment was slight,
though fires were csused in the town. Last
night enemy sctivity wes general over most
of United Kingdom, except BScotland, although
ehiefly by single machines, Yo major damage
has been reported and wvery few casualties.
(' Bummary of air casuelties:
Enemy - by our fightersi Enemy fighters
destroyed 8, probable 8 and bombers 2,
demaged 3 fighters and 2 bombers.

By anti-aireraft fire: destroyed 1
fig,ht-ar.

Total: destroyed 9, probasble 10,
damaged 5.
Bpitish - 9 aireraft and 2 pilots.
5. Shipping casuelties.

By U-boat: during the night of
August 26th to 27th one Zritish ship (5000 tons)
ioward bound, wes dunk in the Atlantie. All
the erew have been landed.
G During the period of sumary 53 ocean
going merchant ships have safely arrived in
convoy. Oargoes include steel, scrap, iren
ore, iron and chromium.

Ts/



Ts nimﬂ East,.

Yesterday our medium bombers
ettacked a suspected petrol dump -and
ptarted a large fire.

8. Malta,

Yesterday 12 enemy bombers escorted
by 12 fighters, dropped sbout 30 bombs causing
alight damege and & few civilian cesuslties.
Fighters were engaged by our Hurricanes
without result.

9 Eal‘thﬂm ltﬂlxt
It is reported that the population in

the industrial ereas of lorthern Itely is in
& state of panic, most of the people who can
afford it have evacuated to the country, the
remainder spending whole nights in temporary
and very inadequate shelters. Anti-aircraft
fire is so poor that shells often fall on to
houses and actually explode on roofs. Central
portion of reilway station at Milan collapsed
gs a result of the raild on August lhth to 15th.
10, Projected action sgainst the United
Eingdom.

A photogrephic reconnaissance carried
out on August 28th shows an increase ol
shipping at Kiel. This may be ceused by
a hold up due to our mining operations. There
is alsc mn increase of sm&ll craft at Emden,
many of these are of the seme type and are not
typical of the craft previously seen here.

Yio d4afinite conclusion cen yet be
drawn from this information.

i
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