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lllUTllM lMIASIY. 

WAINllCTOlll , O,C, 

Auguot let , 1940 

Dear Kr. President., 

I enclose herein e copy or 

the loteot report on the mili~ory 

a1tuat1on . Thia w4.0 aent ott t ram London 

oorly on tho evening or July }let. 

BolioV<I mo , 

Deer Mr. Preatdont , 

Very aincerely 70ura , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roo•ovelt , 

Pr-ee1dent ot the United Stet.ea or .NM:r-1ca, 

Washington , D. c . 
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Telogram dospetohed from London 
early in the evening or July 3lot. -

1 . Doatroyer "Wh1 tahed" otrack (l 

mine ott l!erw1ch, boing towed into harbour. 
Greek ship "Herm1ono 0

, c G.rryina 
petrol and oil, i ntercepted July 26th by 
cruiaer •t:·eptu.ne" in tho Aegec.n. Later the 
''lleptune" and H. U. Auetr411an ahi11 nsydney" 

were bomboa while eacorti.ng the 11liem1one11 

and were obliged to aink her. Capta in and 
erew wero sent OVIO.Y in ehips 'boat cloeo to 
land. 

2 . R. A. P. Bad obeal'Vi"<l condH1ona , 
1011 clouds , auvot•e icing hindered night opcrot1on.o 
on the 29th to 30th. Attacko on oil t argets 
were auccees-ruJ. especially at l:onhoim where 
r efinery was left burning fiercely, 

'· Tw<>nty- rour Blonheirus despatched 
yesterday , principally ~ainet aerodrocee , 
oi l tnrgoto , o.nd a1rcr'11't depot i n enemy 
occupied torritory, Ba:iba soen to tall amonget 
dioporaed ai.t'Crc.tt on varioua aerodror:ea and 
on roilwoy truoka ond aid1nge . Barges 1n 
Oetend Canel also ot t~cked , reeults unobserved. 
One a1roro.t't regiatored t"" hita on 5000 ton 

ahip/ 



ohip ott Fluahing. All o1roratt rotw•nod. 

Lo.at night l4 Wollingtona aont to 

ottcck oil tcrgeta . Otho r oporctiona concellod 

owing to weather cond1tiona . ill our eircratt 

returned . 

O<>noan air rorco only slight activity 

yeatordoy. Ono aeroplane ottocl<ed southbound 

convoy ott Harwich; tori bo:nbe dropped , no 

domoso . Si ngle o1rorutt dropped bombo on 

t:or\"lich , a printing wot·lca o.nd aome houeee 

domasod; casunlt1oo 10 ~illod, 16 injured. 

Pon:otion or 15 eneLly aircratt opprcachod South­

west coaet but turned away. 

Laet night, onemy activity r.tUCh 

reduce d, probably owing t o weather. Some oir-

01~o.rt reached oute1• 1£indon suburbs; f'ew bombo 

dropped , no dOID48• or coaunltiee. Booe barrage 

bolloona reported tired at. Sporadic bOOJb1ng, 

without aatarial roeul t, ropcrted rr= aouthweo t 

England. 

4 . S:umnary ot air coaualties:-

Dny or July 30th. Enemy ( continnod) 

one HE lll . Ono J,!E 110. Total , oncmy 2. 

Britioh: nil. 

5. Shipptna cc.ualt1ea. 

3y t:- boat; 2 Oree.; ahips (3500 and 4000 

tonal. cerry1.ng grain ond wood to Irelanc! , aunk 

l4 and 15 "'1lea ott: POrtusuosc coast and Franch 

Atlantic conat . Yoaterdcy , British "Ol en 

1;onzios" (7300 tone) , 001•rying wtteot ond tinned 

truit t r or.> Auetralio , torpedoed ond eunk ott 

northeMV' 



northern I r el nnd. Meeter W1d 35 or the 01'Gw 

landed in I r el nnd . 

6. ~. On July 26th to 27th two 

armoured cnr patr ol s 11th Husst>ro attacked 

Libyan ft•ontier by enemy £1.ircratt; trio 01-mour:ned 

ca.rs burned, one man killed , three wotmded . 

One otf'icer and twelve men Tti th t\70 annoured 

co.re and lor1•1ea missing. 

7. Libya . Indicationa received Italian• 

considerably reini'orcing Egyptian trontie1· 

area . Artillery oc t1vity hae 1neroaaed, very 

large column of M. T. nnd tanks aeen south of 

Bardi a J uly 28th . 

8 . ~· Heeyy rain• reported in tho 

whole area.. 
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REGRADED 

UN CL;..::,.:;1FJEO 

Dear Mr . Prealdont, 

llUTllM lMIAttY, 

WAIM I MCTOM, O. C. 

A-t 2nd , 1940 

I oncloea horoln a copy ot 
tho latoet r eport on the Qil i teri 
11tuat1on. Thia woe aent ott trom 
London early on the morning or 
August 2nd. 

Bellen r::~ . 

Dear j,jr . Presidon t, 

Ver~ aincorely youra , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Rooaovolt, 

P~a1dent. or the tini ted St.a tea ot Aoertca , 

Washington , D. c. 
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Telegram deapc.tched trom London 

early on the morning ot Auguat 2nd . 

Des troyer .... Yhitehed • reported 

damaged yesterday arrived ct Horwich under 

own steam. Casucltioo tivc kill ed , fif teen 

wounded, eight mios1ng. 

Strong nAVal torccs cover1llg convoy 

1n Eastern Led1 terra.neon attacked ~1ve t!J:a~• 

by ener.iy aircraft on July 27th; titty- thrOo 

bombs dropped , no ohip hi t. July J l ot 

oruiecr "Sydnoy• had two rntings slightly 

injurca . 

On July 29th aoutheaat of Crete two 

aircraft tror.i British aircraft carrier 

engaged three Ital.ion a1rcraf't; ahot down one , 

deco$ed another. Ono ot our nircraft torcod 

t.o lanO on the sea and e4Jlk , pilot reucued. 

On July }lot Br1t1oh ormed mcrchnnt 

cruiser proceeding to Frootown at tacked 

three t imes , aome dAmago ccuaed by nenr miaaea . 

During laat attack two onetl)' bor.ibers driven 

ott by one An.eon. 

Brit1oh =rohcnt ohip reported h4Y1ng 

aighted yeaterds,y morning disguised aa morchant 

ahip r aider 900 ,milee aouth\tast or Freetown. 

Pol1s!V' 



' Poliah merchont ll!Up orrivad at Freetown on 

July 30th IU>vins eac oped trom D&kar on J uly 

27th al though part or her r.l4chinery had been 

ro::iovod by the French authorities. Coptain 

reporta that "li1ohelieu• hit by two torpedoes 

in attac.I< by our airoratt on July 8th. 

2. R.:.&.E· Durins bor.lbins on J uly 30th -

J uly 31st, two largo explooiona observed on 

o i l refi nery and s ynthotio oil pl an t act on 

tire. TwO tires c aused in ro1lvray yarda . 

Aluminium tetctory at Cologne , eerodroo:eo nnd 

anti-aircrttrt batteriee in nort.t.weat Oera.ny 

and Belgium all aucceeetully attacked, 

Ye oterd<>Y ot: twenty-c igl\t Blcnhol.ma 

despatched t \'¥Clvo obliged to ablU'ldon to.al< . 

One shot down enemy tighter nnd one is miesing . 

Direct hit on ho.nga.r on enemy aerodrome 

roport ed. In the at te rnoon tour BJ.enhoimo 

bor.lbed three E-b0at1 ott Havre; bOete diepereed 

and at lee.st ueven ne ar mieaea registered. 

Le.st night thirty ir.edium bomber& 

deapotcheo ag<>1nat oil targets in H<>nnover 

aerodrome, o.leo twolvo Hnrqpdene sent rnino­

lo.yins in Ki el area. Three machines miaaing. 

3 , German Air Porco, During night ot: 

July 30th- 3let, later roporte etcte, two 

R.A.P. tuel oil depote etroddl•d but c.1eeed , 

t wo bOoba dropped close to Octane factory. 

No/ 



lfo air bombing repor ted yesterday; 

very aliSht activity. 

Leet niSht , ener.iy activity on wide 

area, but tew bo."!1ba dropped , no caeualt1ea 

reported. Bamba, moatl y 1ncen.d1ary, 4roppe4 

1n Thmoo• and J.:erooy Estuaries end 1n Corditt 

and Brie tel o.rou, 

4. SlllDltary ct o1r casualties: 

Day ot July 31st: Enom,y conf1rr.ted 2 ~esser­

ocbm1tto 109, unconfirmed 2 bombers ond l fighter . 

Brit1ah ooni'irn:ed l Blenheim and 2 Spitfires . 

!light or July }lit - Au8Uat lo t : Enemy nil , 

Br1tieh 3 mieaing. 

T!>t"1: ~ 2, Britieh 6. 

5, Shipping oaaualt1ea yeoterday. 

By U-boat: Britiah ship (6 ,300 ton.o) outwo.rd 

bound 1n oonvoy torpedoed and sunk otf northern 

Ireland. 

By mine : 1;orwogion ohip (l ,300 tons) carrying 

coal , sunk in Briatol Che.nnol. 

6. "2lli• Yoator doy morning nine enemy 

fiSht era ond ono bomber engaged by throe 

Glad14tora ovor Ialo.nds; bombe~ turned back , 

one tighter ehot down . Ono Gladiator shot down, 

pilot reecuo4. 

1.1 



7. Ro.PQrted tram tour eeparote oourcee 

tha.t Italian battleahira "G1ul1o Ceoare• end 

"Conto 41 Oovoull• recently inadvertently 

attacked by Ito.110.J'\ a1rCt'nf t ond oovoroly 

dwna;;ed w1 th nu.'11eI'OU8 c oouo.l tics . Roporta 

suggcat tbo.t reacmbl ancc to British •tttood 11 

when viewed trom olr accounted ~or the miatake. 

8 . OOn:icn di V181one in Prance believed 

d1etr1buted ..., toll owe:-

!<orthom Prnnce (w1 thin approx!J:lately 50 ml.l ea 

ot t he coaat between Dunkirk and Bbeat) t'orty. 

S..iu Frontier (Bale to Geneva) s even , 

( Poas1bly 1nclud1ng one annoured) . 

B9rdeo1111 to 8pnn1•h Frontier, three, (posaibly 

' 1nclud1J18 one motorieed). 

Wea t ot p11'ance • f1ttoon. 

!2!!!,!: Oixty-ti VO , 
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llUTtlM tr.llAIJY, 

WAl k t lfCTOlf, O. <: , 

Augua~ ~rd, 1040. 

Deer Mr . Pz•eetdcnt , 

I encloae h~retn e copy 

ot the late1t reJl<)rt on the military 

ai~uetton . Th11 •11 eent orr rrom 

l.ondon last night. 

S.lteve me. 

Dear Mr. Pre•lOent , 

REGRADED 
UNCLA~.::ilFIED 

Very elncerel,y yours, 

The Honourable 

l"ran"ltn D. 1<ooaevelt, 

Freatdent o~ the United Jtat.01 or America , 

Waehlngton, D. c. 



rolosr,,. doopatched 1'ro111 London on tho evening ot 

A\!1!11• t 2n4 I 19'0 I 

!lnal. 

Armed corchant cruieer "Alcantara0 

ponnittod by Brazilian outhoritioa to remain 

f'our dayo in Rio for ropairo. 

Baat Coaot convoyo continually 

attacked by aullmarine yoatorday ae many •• ton 

ticlea. onl7 casualty one Br11'1ah tanker 

2600 tons da:laged. 

A Canadian convoy baa arrived 

oatoly in ho:oe watora. 

2. Royal Air t•orce. 

Denae cloud onr all target aroae 

Juau>orod 1:104111."1 bombora night ot J\ll.y Slat -

Auguet lat. 

HeaTy boal>ere attacked oil re1'1n­

eriea, railway targete, aeroplane baee Amaterdor.i 

variouo aerodromoa Hollond. Reaul ta unobeorvod 

in moat oaaoo but bombe 1traddlo4 one oil 

re1'1nery and cauood big e>;Ploaion at another. 

Yeotord.ay corning lack or cloud 

coYer largel7 preYented boobing operat1one but 

direct hit reg1atarod on new hangar one aero-

drome. One Blenhei.m miaeiqo. In tho artor-

noon; roconnaieeanoe - Blenheim rePQrted 

thirt y eMmy airoratt Ohorbourg; thirteen 

Blel>Mima eacorted by ton Blenheim tightora 

/act 
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sent to attack. Hi ta obtained on hangars, 

enemy a1 rcratt and barrack blocks; enany a1rcrett 

machine gunned, tires and explo oions reported. 

Three aircraft tailed to return. 

Air reconnaisee.nee Keil yes terday Bho·aed 

"Gneiaena\11 and"Scbarnhors~' in floating docks , 

"WtzoW' in dock , one HipPer class cruiser in dry 

dock one K claee cruiser. Approximately seven 

submarine a. Considerable acti vity in Canal. 

Last night 43 heavy bombere deapatched 

ogoinat oil targets and military objectivea in 

Germany. Projected operationa by other 

bombers cancelled. All our aircre.t't returned. 

Xarly th1e ciorn1ng 14 Blonhe1me left 

to attack e..erodromcs 1n enemy-occupied terr1tory, 

also aircraft depots and factories eloewhere. 

German Air Poree. 

Yeaterde.y morning enemy activity 

alight md chien.y reetricted to reconnaissance 

by ainglo aircraft or small tormationa. 

Extona1 ve d"""ge caused Boulton and Paul 

factory Norwich but not aircrat't factory; steel 

works aleo slightly damaged. Six killed, 64 

injured. Little doUl:>t that this attack carried 

out by hosti le Blenheim. 

Laot night activity alight. Bomba 

dropped on Ot'ticera' ?deaa, Pembroke Park. ono 

officer k1llOO., eix wounded; also 1n Scotland. 

Leaflet g1 ving translation of Hitlor' e speech 

dropped Southa"i>ton. !line-laying euepocted 

Thames estuary and off the northeast and 

/scot ti ah 
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Scottiah oouta. 

4.. 8Wllllary or ai r caaual tlos day or 

August l et: enemy contirmed, two, unconfirmed 

throe. Britieh, cont1rrned, one tighter, tour 

medium bClllbers. 

five. 

Total , one:ny two, Briti sh 

&. Shipping casual tie s. By U-boata: 

on J\lly 30th British ahip 5500 tone ew1k ot:r 

Hebr i dee . Early thie morning three Bri t i eh 

t ankers 6000 tons, 6500 tone and 11,000 tone 

sunk ot:t: nort hern Ireland during diepereal or 

outbound convoy. Late report s !ndi cato 

oinking or Norwegl.an ship 1500 tone, Swedieh 

ehip 2000 tone ot:t: northern Ireland 18th, and 

Gr eek ahip 3300 tone in the western approaches 

17th. BY mine : British sh.ip 7500 tons mined 

Orfordnesa yesterday. 

tugs eont to assist. 

6 . lli!l'.· 

Ship did not sink, 

Considerabl a air transport aoti v1 ty 

laat three dose on tha routes Italy - Libya, 

Dodecanese - Italy and Dodecane se - Libya. 

One hundred German dive bombers pro­

vioual y reported Pol a have now moved to 

aouthern I taly. Aleo reported 38 German 

dive bombers have gone to Libya via Auatria 

and I taly. 

7. 1!1ddl o Eut. on J\ll y !!9th rive or 

our heavy bombers attecked mun1t1ona d\Dlll> at 

Maeaawa. Resul ta unobeerved. Four of our 

aircrat:t damaged, on J\lly 3oth e ttacke by 

/medium 



medium and heavy bombere mado on troop concon­

trationa , buJ.ldinge an4 railway etation at 

KAeeala. All our aircran returned. 
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llU TllM lllllAISV. 

WAINltljCTOfll. D. C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

1 eacloae heroin 1 copy ot 

the l•teat report on the m111tar~ 

altuation . ~h ie wa1 ••nt orr rrom 

London l~at ntght. 

REGRADED 
UNCLA~SIFIED 

Bel ieve me , 

Dear Mr. Pro1ldent , 

Very 1tncerely yours , 

The Honoureble 

rranklin D. nooeevelt, 

President ot the Unl led Staies or Ar.aertca, 

Weehfngton , o. c . 



, 
ro1eer .. 1 doopotched Crom London 

on ~h~ evening of Auguet 3r d. 

l . Noval. ~ororonce to e\J!l'Dery 

375 pege two, fire~ ~oragraph . Fourteen 

U-boata l ocated at Kiel August lst . 

Submarine 110eweld 11 preeU!:led loet 

rollowin3 Italian cloiM ot sin.dog and report 

that titty-two or the orew including the 

Captain reacued. 

Reintorcecr.ent or tighter sircra.Ct hae 

aately arrived at Malta . 

U-boat attaokod yesterday afternoon 

otf northern Ireland by Bri tish aircraft Which 

claims to have caueod de.1l&ge by near m.11101. 

2 . ~OYll Air Poree. Heavy bombore 

carried out very ottective •or~ o1ght or 
August lat/2nd. Firea were atarted in rour oil 

plants at Kruppa, at gaaen and on marehslltns 

yarde , one eerodrorne ttlao attacked. Particu­

larly succesetul re1ulta at Kan:en oi l plant. 

three aucceeaive a!rcratt caueed exploa1on1 , 

one boln3 particul•rly violent , target ap~ red 

completely deotroyed . 

Yesterday owins to weather cond1-

t1one no day nomber1 re~ched Gennany; very 

euocesetul ottack1 delivered by twenty-rour 

on their eerodromoa !n Bel gium tlnd Holland, 

one a..lrcratt m1ae1na . 

Laat/ 
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Last nig)lt fifty heavy bo:nbere eoot 

to attaoK oil plant1 t railway- tar get and elec tric 

power atation at Br ooen, twelve aircraft m.1ne­

l•y1n6 in Lubeck area and northeeat Dant1h waters, 
two machines not returned . 

3. ~go Air l"orgo . British Ml"Chent 
vesael believed "Highlander" twtco attacked by 

enelllY aircra.t't early yeaterda, . One Hoinkel ahot 

down in flames by Lowis gun during r1 rat attack; 

dur1na aecona by air t.orpedoee enemy a11'•erart hi t 

ship and crashed on deck. Ship haa arrived in 

Scottiah port •lth eneay aircrstt on board . 

EnolJIY octi vity yeatordey sliah• . Con­

fined to coastal roconnaiaso.nc• end acme liah t 

sttso.lt• on ehippi.,,. 

Las t nisht octivity ohiotly by •ins l • 
aircraft. . Somo bomba dr-opJ>ecl in Sout.h ,faloa , 

Thamea, Medway aroae and &lao on convoy ott 

Scotland. 

4 . Sum!oary of eir caeuelt1ea : 

Day or 2nd : enocny two bomber 1 , British one medium 

boalber , cont1nced. 

Night or 2nd- 3rd: British t wo bombers; !2lll: 
enemy two, a r1 t1eh three, ell conr1rr.ioo . 

Shipping coaualtiee: 

By U-boat. 

Three Br1t1eh tankore reported eunk in 

yeaterday ' e summery , paragr aph 3 , are maki ng for 

port under own •t• .. with naval and air e1oort . 

By &1r. l!arly th • mornlns Brltieh Le• 
6800 ton1 in convoy orr North Sootland oet on 

fi r e/ 
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tire o.nd l'Cpor ted sinking . Tugs sent to 

asa1etance . 

Yaeterday Brltieh ehlp 6000 tons, 

aground Tha~es ~stuary pre vious day was bombed and 

severely damaged . 

5 , M1ddle- Eaat. Confirm pr1nc1pel 

munitions dump at Bardia destroyed by our air at t ack 

on August 1st . The sa~e day succeestul attacks 

cerried out on two aerodromes in Abyssinia and heavy 

ex9loeion caused to oil refiner~, neo.r tl.assawe . 

On July 3let flve and • half tone of 

bomb a dropped on enemy aerodrome near Di redawa 

where 21' enemy a11·craft located; one of our aero­

planes forced land in ener.\Y territory. 

ltal1an air cl•af't attacking Port Sudan 

August lat reported using Ensl iah type c&~ou.floge 

and Br1t1eh marking . 

Regular night air-mail service no t in 

operation between Libya and Italian Rast Africa . 
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ktt it., 

llllTllM CMl41SY. 

WAI NU,CTOllll , O. C. 

Auguot ~tb 1940. 

Dear ~r. Pr•11dtnt, 

1 enolo•• herein • oop7 ot 

t he late1 t report on the m111t1r1 

11tuat1on. Th11 ••• 1ent ott trom 

London on the evening ot Auguat 4th. 

Believe me, 

Deer Kr. Prealdeot., 

Ver7 11ocerely your1 , 

The llonou.rnble 

Fr anklin D. Rooaovolt, 

Preaident ot the Unit•d Stat11 ot America, 

Waehlngton, 0 , C. 



Telegr am deapatchod f r om London 

eerly in the evening ot August 

4th . 

l. !!!!!.!• Cagl1ar1 aorodroce ( Sordinia) 

succe setu l ly nttocked by tleet o1r 8rm l ast 

Thursdoy . Dlroct hi ts on aorodromo and 

hongsrs . Heavy an t i - aircraft t ire encounter .. 

ed , ono oirc1•oft lost , crew believed taken 

prloonc r s . Ano tber alrcratt crashed t oking 

off 1 crew lost . During this operation 

ou.r novel tor c es 9Upport1ng ai r cr aft carrier 

\lnsucce ssfully bombed . 'l'hroo &nomy a!.I'cra!t 

shot d own in this area thot day. 

Laot oight , the fle e t o1r arm 

a ttacked ba rges and fuel tnnko noat' Rot te rdoo ; 

l arge tlreo cnuaed . 

Arn:.ed trowlor attacked by tour enemy 

oir crat t off Har"leb A1.Jgust 2Dd 1 sunk by 

near miss ; eho shot down o ne ot t hooe a1.r­

cro t t . Yeetot'dny ano ther sr~od trawle r 

shot down e nemy uoroplano . 

His !.!a jas ty1 s cruleer "Bar wick", 

in col l lelon yesterday during !og sueteined 

abo•Jo .. wo tor daoage. 

2. R. A. P. Four oil plants aucceaetully 

at tookod during night o! Aucuat 2nd - 3r d . 

Ro1lway/ 



Rail'M y targot1 ond power 1tatloo not 

attacked oltbou.gh bomb• were dropped OD 

alternate 1nduatr1el ond aorodroco torse t s . 

Uine-laying ••• 1uocoostully completed. 

Ot olghtoon cod1~• bo~bora deepatcbed 

yeatord1y, t!vo •Oro unable to cocplote task . 

Remaindor reg1aterod hit• on ntoros, pa rk 

•ad bars•• ; an ar.:10urod tt'ain ••• at tacked 
noiar t>unk1 r k:. 

Laet night titty· eli>:ht hoav:r 

t-oi:ber1 tent 9-·,.tn1t oil planta , railway 

t•r£•t1, Dort~und canal end ~onoisenau" ot 

Kiel . T•olvo aircraf t do1patchod min•­

layino JC1ol area. All aircraft return9d 

except one, cro• ot which ro1cued tt'o~ aoa . 

J . Oe r:r..an Air florco. No important 
da..:age or ·casual tloa by enetlJ' aircrat t 

reported nlsbt ot Au~uat 2nd - 3rd hut bombs 

dr opped Jlorth- Ka1t Scotl and , Livorpool aroa 

and country d11trlct1, ~rlatol ar ea . Only 

te• en1111 roconna111anco atrcr1tt reported 
yootorc.11y . 

r. .. t nig ht hLrl:r wlde tproad 

operational/ 



oporatlonal actl•lty, tboui;I> c~ietly b7 

11n~l• elrcra tt . J;o aer1ou1 dtmase or 

c ta euol tioa l' oport&d a nd no ko7 poin t1 hit. 

3o:b1 were dropped tn E11ex, ~e~••r ~•tua rr, 

South W1lea •DO F.dinbu?""gb 1rea1 . Le1 t let1 

wer e dropped in South ilalea 1nd Nor th London 

1rea1 . 

4 . Sl1m=ary ot alr ca1u1ltlea da7 ot 

Auguo t 3rd . 

British: Ono bo=ber m1aa1ng . 

mgbt ot Augua t 3rd - Hb -

Britis h : Ono bomber lost, orow r o1oued . 

Total on•=Y one (by trawler) 

BriUab two . 

5 . Shippi ng casualtioo. 

By a ir : British ahtp r&po rt ed 1et 

oo tire 71aterda7 baa been towed into rort, 
all crew 1ovod . 

By m1no1 roaterd17 8r1 t 1ah abip 2, 800 

ton1 carrrtn- coal mined and 1uok ott Keet coa1t . 

~Y sub~ortne t Earl y th11 ~orning Br l t lab 

ahip 4, 000 tons homeward bound tro= Canada carry· 
log tlour torpedoed ott northern Ireland; 1lnklftl. 

6 . llid<llo Boo t . 

On Augue t l et one or ol.I" atrcratt 

bombed/ 



bomh•d n•val barrack•. Aeeab; fire 1tarted 

followed b7 •xploalona oe1r ao=uo1t1on duap. 

Y• at1rd17 French p1lot in •=•rlcan 

•eropl•n• c1rr 1ed out aucceaatul pbotograpb1o 

reconn1i11anoe, deapi to oneoy !1ghtor patrol1 , 

ovor Dlrtd1w1 aroa . 
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UITllH UHAHY, 

WAI M1WCTOM, D.C. 

August 5th, 1940 

Dear Mr. Pre sident , 

I e noloee, ao I promised, a note 

summarieins an 11Ppreciation or Hitler ' e probable 

t'uture strategy sent to the Prime Minister by 

General Smuts . 

I a lso enclose a note of the proposals 

about landing grounds and naval 1'ac1lities in British 
possessions off the Eas t Coaet of tho United states 

which Mr. Chur chill would agree to ae one or the 
el emente in the poeeible deal about destroyers. 

I t is important that no public atnt ement should be 

made about t hia as Hie Llajeoty ' s Government have 

to make the ne cessary arrangem~nts with the various 

Colonial Governments concerned. 

Bel ieve me, 

Dear Mr . President, 

Yours very sincerely, 

The Right Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Pr esident or t he United Stat es , 



"A" 

QNORAJlpUH, 

Ge nor al &Ill te waa eent a copy or the 
Aida Uemoire presented to the State Departc:ent on 
;; lY 12th aettina tor th the anxie ty ot Ilia llaj ety' • 
Government as to poooible economic peace propoool to be 
launched by Hitler . The euence ot thle propoael 
waa that the world would enter a new and WJparalleled 
e ra of prosperity it it accepted tho totalitarian 

tl!at manager.ent or Europo by GoMllany and/tho only obatacle 
in tho way ot thie oro ot proeperity wao the roaiatance 
ot Great Britain. To this General S."l\lts hos replied 
"Yin<: that he think• that it i• probable t . .at Hitler 
will start a peace o t onai ve at on early date with 
either aug..,etiona tor a conference or ot peace proposal• 
launched be~ore or after an attack on Britain . General 
Blmlta hao doubts about a blitzkrieg on Britain tor the 
preeent becauae ho thlrike that British •.&Val euprei:;acy 
and the etticioncy of tho Royal Air Force are two 
formidable obetacloe. 

General Smut• think• theretoro that an alter­
native plan may be in contemplation, thot would consist 
~ turther encirclemnt ot Groat Britain by attec;pta 
to aeize t ho Faroe Ielanda a.n4 Icelal'ld on tho right 
tlank a.n4 Spain, Portugal and Gibr altar on the left . 
Hitler would t hen have ieola t ed Brita in trom Europe, 
oepecially it the aurronder ot Gibraltar ontailed tho 
• Hb4rawal ot t ho Britiah tloot from tho lleditorranean 
and t he loaa ot t he m.iddle Eut. With practically 
t ba whole ot Europe in his band• and with Rueeia 



and the Bal kan& in hie pocket Hitler might think 

that the auspicious tlme to l aunch his peace o.N'enaive 

woUld be ~uot before winter comes . He would then 

pose aa the regenerator or an. effe te European eyetem 

and would propose a United Btatea of Europe compose d 

ot so-called tree states , be tween whom tarit~ walls 

and economio barriers wouJ.d have been aboliahed and 

uorne currency plan o-r Dr . Schacht ' a de vising would have 

been in.stl tut ed. Beins in tact master of Europe 

Hitler could afford to reatore a semblance ot treedom 

to his victiDB . America would then be plausibl y 

reminded of the Monroe Doctrine and the Continent would 

well have become a closed German market from which 

Brita.in and America would be l argely excluded. 

A scheme of th!a kind could be dressed up 

in such a pl ausible ap~earance as to make a rormidable 

appeal to world public opinion sickened by the horrible 

destruction of war and the spectre of threate ned fom1.ne 

i n Europe . It, in addition, Hitler wer e big e nough 

to r enounce annexations and indamnitie s the appeaJ. 

might become i rresistible and might induce Europe to 

accept a peace which woul d be a moral aJJi political 

disaste r of the first magnitude . General Smuts thinks 

conaul.tat1on and agre ement with the United states on 

a positive alternative plan wi ll be essential . M.ea.n-

while a warnins note could be sounded in the pr ess and 

in apeechea in both countries to he lp prepare public 

opinion againat Hitler's manoeuvres . Advance ridicule , 

Slnuta t h1nl<a , might well take much or the atre nsth out 

ot it. 

Ausuat 5th, 1940. 



"B" 

Tho Coeilltieo which Hie ~ajeety'o 

Government in the United KingJom ar~ prerared to 

extend to the United States Government a1•e .ne tollowe :-

( l) Tho continuation of the facl lltioa already 

granted to the United Ste.tee Governrr.ent 1n June, 1939 

allowing United States aircrert and ehtpe t o use the 

we tere of Trinidad, St. Lucia snd Bermuda and the 

United States naval authorities to lease premieee , 

lend atorea and in general make use of the ports in 

thes~ three islands . Leases embodying these ~ecillti es 

~ere drawn up end aigned by the United States 

authorities end the epproprlate British Colonial 

authorities in the second Mlf of 1939. 

(2) Al•oriclln rnllltary aircraft to be allowed to 

land et Jameiea, British Guiane and Trlnidod. 

(3) Pon-American Airwoyo acting as ogenta of the 

United States Government to be ellowed to lease a 

•~•11 oreo approximotely 1500 feet by 500 feet 

edjacent to the Trinidad aerodrome where they could 

store supplies, ~rect a small radio station etc . 

(4) Pon-Amer ican Airways octlng •• agents for the 

United Statee Government to be allowed to leeee en 

area ot approximately one equare mile near Georgetown , 

Br1t1eh Guiana on which an aerodt-ome could be 

constructed . 

(5) Pen-American Alrwaye acting•• agente for the 

un1ted St1t.tee ooverMi.ent to be ello,ed to construct en 

serodrome near Kingston , Jamaica on eimiler terwe to 

the seaplane etation which the Coop8ny &lready operates 

there . 

(6)/ 
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(6) The United Sto tee Arll\Y &lrcrart to be 

authorised. to 1 .. aKe ooce1ion1l training fl i ehta 

to Newfound.land nnd a.axe uae or the ojrport thftru. 



• 
la6TllM (MIAllT • 

•AIMl •GTOfll. O.C . 

Dear Mr . Yr••1 lent , 

I encloae herein I OOJY or 
th• lett•t re~ort en tte aJl 1tlrJ 

•1tuat1on . Th.la waa eent ott la te 

l••t n laht . 

Bel !eve a.e , 

Dear Mr . ~ro11~ent , 

v~ry a1nooroly your~ , 

The Honour ubl e 

FranKlin ~. Hooaevelt , 

Proe1dont or the United Stat~• of Ni:er1ce 1 



Telegram deepetched rrorn London 

in the evening or Augu.et 5th , 1940, 

!i!.!!l• Three or Hie Majeety ' a Trawlera 

•uni< by mine• yootorday oft E••t Scotlan4 and 

England and south 1Jalea rea1 oct1vely . one ot Hie 

Majeety'e Tr1wlera deatroyed enemy mine-laying 

aircraft ott Ku.tr..bor yeaterd1y. 

Hie Majeoty ' e Sloop in company with 

Canadian deetroyer "St. Lau.rent" carried out eight 

attacks on U-boot which had ounk two Br1t1oh 

merchant ah1:pe . 

2. Royal Air Po~ce . Night bombers Auau•t 

3rd/4th etartea tires et tl\reo oil targeta, 

ele•en tire1 were started at tta.-=i and hJ t1 

regj sterec1 on three Berodronc1 . Ou!" aircrott 

unable to locate oeru1an W/$reh1pe but dro11ped. 

their bomba on eati!nated po11t1nn and on 4ooka; 

reaulta unob1erved . 

Mine- laying operations were 

IUOOftetul . 

8ix a1rcratt attacked oil tank• and 

bargee near Rotterdam where lar,e tire• were aeen . 

On• a irora.t't tailed to return . 

Yaatorday Blonhe1ma or Coaat al 0011'J11•nd 

bo...bed eight I-boat• maktna ror Havre; near 

mi .... olal11e,I , Abo one IQi, 109 ola1oled ohot 

down Md anotMr Hrlou.aly dar.apd. 

I.alt/ 
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Laot night eleven aircraft aent to 

attack oil targete , Dornier aircraft works and 

0 one1eenau11 at Kiel . All our ai r-crat't !"etu.rned 

aately, Reports awaited . 

3, Gorman Air Force , Jli•ring night ot August 

3rd-4th bombing in Scotland was on larger scale 

than previously reported. &:irubs were dropped in 

14 places but damage was neglietblo and only one 

boy wounded, 

Yesterday enemy aot1v1ty much reduced 

and chietlY concentrated along South Cooat . Single 

enemy aircrett patrolled off llorth- Eaat r uland 

early morning. 

Laet night e~ngle enemy airoratt were 

active over East and Central England . A militory 

camp was bombed and one soldier killed, 13 injured , 

4 , swmr.ary of air caeualtlea. 

Day ot Auguat 4th. Enemy one llil •. 109 , one 

mine-laying aircraft . British; four medium 

bomb-re . Total, Enemy two: British four . 

5, Shipping casualties. By U-boat. On or 

before Auguet 3rd Greek ship l ,000 tona sunk off 

Crete . On August 3rd Swedish ship 2 ,000 tone 

sunk ott North rroland . 

Yeat~ two British ahips 5, 000 and 

7,000 tone carrying pit-prope and paper 

roepectively ounk in convoy off llorth-West 

Ireland. U-boat concerned was attacked as 

reported above. 

6. 11141e Ea•t and Libya. 

Blenheims thrice attacked Dern• 

harbour/ 
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harbour on Auguat 3rd; direct hits obtained on 

jetty and ships el ongeido. Bomba were dropped on 

aerodrome near hangars and 4 airora!'t . 

Sudan . August 2nd two oil depots in 

Ethiopia attecked also Asmara aerodrome . One 

att ack made at 100 root. Direct hite obtained 

on both oil targets and exploaione obser ved. 

On August let ona enemy aircraft 

ehot down 200 miles South-Ea.et ot Khartou.n, 

crew wae captured . 

Kenya. Aircraft or South At"r!can 

Air Force du.ring extensive reconnaissance 

south of Moyllle •ilcnced a.~ ~O poet end i nfli cted 

heavy casualties on enemy troop& by MO r1re . 

Following da.y they carried out 1nd1vidunl dive­

bomb ing attacka on enemy aerodrome in 

Abyseinia; one hangar and 3 aircraft tl.a:i.aged. 



- . 

-'• **AA 

l•ITllM llll4ISY. 
WAIHINCTON, O. C. 

2Ui\llt 7th, 1940. 

De~ Mr. Pr•aldent, 

I enclo1e hereto a copy 
or the lateot report on the m111tary 
a1~uat1on. Tb11 ••• aent ott trom. 
London on the even1ng or Auguot &th. 

BelieYe me, 

Dear Mr, Preo1dent, 
Very eincerely youre, 

?be Honourable 

Prankl.1n D. RoooeTelt, 
Pre11dent or the Un1ted States ot Alller1oa, 

Waah1ngton, D. C. 



/ 

Tele1rem despatched from London 

on the e~enins ot Auillet 8th 

!'!!.!.!.!· Suba:.ar1no "Tb.am.ea" overdue 
trom patrol i• preeumed loot . Submarine 

"Spoartiah" reported Ge rman wireleea A\J..SU&t 

8th to have been aunlt off Norwegi an coaat. On 

receipt or thi• news she waa ordered to with­

draw from patrol and r eport , but no signal hae 
boon rece1 ved. 

One M/S trawler aunk yesterday off 

Eaat Coast. 

"E" boats were active la1t night , 

pcaaibly m!na-laying , ott Northwest Kent and 

Iele or Wight . 

2. Roya} Air Force. 12 tona high 

ex:ploeiYea and oTer 1,000 incendiary bomba 

dropped on synthetic oil plant a t Sterkrade 

night of AUiUat 4th/5th. All tell in target 

area, tires end heavy exploaiooa r eaulted. One 
a1roratt eueceaatully attacked en011¥ aerodr001e 

hitting hangar and cauaing three fir••· 

L&at night total ot 79 bomber• 

de•patehed a• tcllowa:-

~9 to attack oil a.ad •onolaenau", 

Kiel; 16 to a1roratt rectory and Kiel docks; 

17 to attack "Biamarok" at Hllllburg, electric 

power atation at Bremen "Tirpitz• at 

Yi1lhel.1111haven/ 
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Wilholmaheven; 12 m.1ne-laying Elbe Eotuary. 

All eJrorat"t r.tu.rned; roporta awaited. 

Thie morn.ing 14 airorart were dea­

petched to a ttaok aerodromeo in 11orthern Prance, 
Germany and Denmark. 

s. Oen;ian Air ll'orce . JXuoing night 
or Auguat 4th/5th learleta wore dropped near 

Harwioh. Yeaterday morning threatened attack 
on Channel convo7 o f't Dover by over 50 airorart 

waa beaten ott b:r our t'ightora. 4 equadrone 

were deapetohed; 2 managed to intercept and ahot 
down 4 llE l09a con!'irmed and 4 more unconfirmed. 

One or our tightora m.1aaing. 

D.lriog atternoon there were aoveral 

inconoluaive engegemente between t ightera over 
mi.noel. 

Last night enemy activity on very 

reduced acale principally devoted to mine-laying. 
Somo bomba were dropped in Northern Kent and Dover 
areae, also in Southern Walea . llo duare or 

caaualt iea reported. Leatlete dropped in Kent 

and Yorl<ah1re. 

Early t h1a morning one bCllOber ahot down 
ott l>ortol k eout. 

4. Swmiery or air oaaualtiea. 

Day or the 6tn. E:o- oon!'irmed 4 tightera, 

unoon!'irmed 5 tightera . 

Br it11h: l Sp1tr1ra. 

Hight or 6th-6th Auguat . 

l>bemy: l bOlllber. 

Total: E:oemy 6, BrHhh l . 

Confirmed/ 



Oontirmed a1r oaeual t1ea all 

theatree noon July 26th to noon August l at: 

German 78; Italian 12; Br1t1eh 63 . 

Total con~lnaed loaaes to noon 

Auguet let : German 2,990; Ita.l1an 133 all 

tronte e1nee Septe:ml>er 3rd, 1939. 

5. Sh1pp1ng eHua.lt1ee. 

B1 U-boat. l Brit1ah ah1p 5 , 500 tone 

torpedoed Auguat 6th in outbound convoy north 

of Ireland. All orew rescued; tug sent to asaiet. 

6. Middle Eaet. 

~· On August 4th two attacke 

by ebout 10 eiroratt each rendered aerodroaie 

S1d1 Barran! temporerily unaerv1ceable; two ot 

our reconna111anco aircrat't d8?:2.aged. Tb.ird 

ettack by 6 &iroratt intercepted b7 3 or our 

t1ghtera and enlQy jett1aoned bomba into the 

aea. 

Libya, On Auguat 4th one ot our 

reconna.1a1anoe a1roratt , eacorted bJ 4 tightera 

attacked by 60 enelll,Y fightera . 3 enem,y atroratt 

de1tro1ed, one ot our fighters lllissing. 

Samo day our adium bombera while 

attacking enemy motor tranaport were 1et upon 

by about 60 anem.y tightera. 2 were ahot down. 

All our ,..ohlnaa returned eately. 

Kr1trea/ 



Eri trea. Three medium bombers 

at~cked eubciarine baae llaaaawa on August 

4th: two bcnba ~ell between two 1ubmarinea 

moo1•ed oloae together and direct hit 

obtained on navel vo11el. Heavy bcabera 

aueeeae~ly attacked ~el storage depot 

aame da~. 



Dear Ur . Preatoent, 

llUTllM IMIAl l Y. 

'lfAIMl•CTON. D. C. 

I enclose herein o copy of" 
the latest repcrt on the military 
aituotion . Thia wu aent ott tron 
London eorly yeaterday evonirg. 

Believe rr.e , 

Dear Lr . President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

'!'ho Honou1•oblo 

ll'ra""11n D. Rooaovolt , 

Pr uident of" the llnited St atea or J.r..er1ca , 
~laahington, D. c. 



Tcloll'rwn des pa tohed 1'rom f,ondon 

early on the ovoninp or AlliU•t 7th. 

l . !il'\Yal • Two attacks agcinet 

au't:imo.r1nee were CUJ'T10d out yesterdo.y 

without definite t•eoult . One by oo roplnno 

ot"f Lond's End , the other by on ant1- aublno.r1ne 

trawler o~ Li verpool . Exteneive ene~.y mino­

lay1n J by cir repQrtod round tho coast last 

night and oleo by E-boata orr Portsnouth and 

north Kent. 

2. Royal Air Porco . Durins night 

oporQtions August 5th - 6 t h a l l targets men­

tioned in yeaterd4y 'e Owtr.lftry rrere attacked. ; 

in oddit1on tour laree t1r~e were started at 

Borlcuo Island. Reeul te ""re hal:lpered by bacl 

obaervati on , but t1roe and explosi ons were 

cauaod . Th..""'ee airo2•n.tt euccesat\tlly l aid r1inoa . 

Durinll' yesterday rormat1ona of mediur.> bo. ibore 

doepntched t hroe tlJnoe during tho day; in ell 

ooaeo taalw had to bo obondonecl throu3h un­

rovourabl e weather . One Blenheim, bowP.vor , 

dropr ecl boc-.bs at Le '!ou~get . Lost ni •ht 27 

Wollinctona deepotched to cttcck oil tnri;ete 

and 1 2 !!61':1pdena to lay inoa ott South : OJ""V'Q' 

and !,orth DenmorJt . One i.:OJ'llpden not returned. . 

Pho t ographs taken on A1.1in1et 5th show iul8tordom 

eocpl ane bnoe occupied ror tire t t ir.:e by '2 

enemy aircrn!"t . 

, ,/ 



.} . Oez'r'An Air FOl'OO , Al thOUCh 

Llando11 eorodrono was bombed dur1ni;· tho 

nii;ht ot Au :uat 5th - 6th, then! ""re no 

cuualtieo to !"11"80nnel ond only alight 

domago cnuaod to ono hnn1:ur ond 2 nirorc.rt . 

During yeatcrday only enall 1s?lated raids 

,..ported. IMorc"!'tion difficult on account 

ot cloud nnd miet . Ono enemy nttnck ott 

Jforthw:iberlnnd chnned out to aea tor 60 miles 

without conelu.aivo reeulta . Last n1.;.ht ao:..e 

incendiary bor.ba drcpr;ed on Firth or Forth 

nron without dM!C.l!O and let>fleto in South WaJ.ea . 

Surr.p.rv ot eir ce•u~ltieo : 

t:neey: nil. 

Brit' ah: one fl1Dd.ium bo:nber. 

5 . Shi11nin ~ casuc.ltiee . 

On even1n;; or "" :uat 5th '!U..'"Oalavian 

ahip 4 , 000 tons aunk by t:- bont aouthe11at or 

Cope Verde Ialond; lirit1eh ehip 5, 000 tono 

collided w1 th m'<lck c.nd oanlc loter . On VOnin& 

ot Auauet 4th unknown Greek ahip torpedoed and 

ounk ott llorth Ireland. 

6. Boulton and Poul works previously 

reported d8mll6"8d has now rsawoed tull ~roduction 

in aor.;& departments and portiCll production in 

others . 

!fiddle Ell.Bt. 

L::l:lll• Air reoonnoieaance Au.ciuet 5th 

located concentration or 250 !VT vehiolae , 

54 f1£hter ond 21 bomber oircratt neor Eaet 

Li bye/ 
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Libyan frontier. f:ighth l!uaaara 11ithdt~w 

Aue;uot 5th from hi gh t:•'Ound 15 mileo v1eat or 

Bollum in the face ot attack by enemy tanks 

and int' entry. 

Itelio.n East Atrici:: . The Italians 

ere diopel'oi ng their fuel i nto mnall dumps . 

Shortage ot r:/r petrol t'llportod et Deosie , 

\1hich thought may soon inmobi liae l'!'..echaniaed 

torces . 

Somalilunq. Italton attack in 

th~ee eolwnne he.a ground Ooweeila , Hargoie& 

a.nd about !..O miles inside bot"de1• tow£U.•ds 

Z•ilnl>. strength es1.1mstod st t·:IO bt' iSodo 

groups \fi th tanks . 
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Ac gpz r;- -

IRITl9M lM8A88Y, 

WAIHINCTON, O.C. 

Auguat 9th, 194-0. 

Dear Mr. President , 

I encloae herein a copy 

ot the latest report on the military 

a1tuat1on. Thie was aent off from 

London on the evening of August 8th. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very sincerely yours, 
REGRADED 

UNCLASSlFlED 
~ 

'.l.'he Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the Uni t ed States of America, 

Waehingt on, D. C. 



Tele1r.,. de1p1tcb1d trcm London 
on the eveo1og ot Au1u1t 8th. 

t!!.!.!!· Yesterday even1og British ah1p 
7, 000 tone witb 732 navel end mJ.litary detail• 
tor G1brlltar 11oorted b7 d11tro7er, torpedoed 
ott Nortbweat Ireland and alnl< three houra later. 
Nearl7 all lh1p'a company sot away in boata and 
ratta. 

Pour aotor torpedo boata oarried out 
ot'tenaive reconna1aaanoe ott Prench Northeaat Coaat. 

2 . 111li ten. 

S!!!•lllapd. Srle117 atrength reported in 
yeaterday'e ll\lllDl1'7 referred onl7 to centre 
column. K1timated en91117 troopa concentrated in 
i..,1d1ate vic1nit7 ot Somali frontier at beginning 
or op1r1t1oaa on Auguat 4th lB,ooo. 

On Allguat 6th Italian column entered 
Z1ila unoppoaed and .... 417 atrong enOlllT torce 
eat1mated at rour/rive thouaand troope, twenty 
liibt t1eld sun• 180 L/A and 30/4.0 uohina sun• 
ocoupied 11ar1ei1a. OUr delm¥1DI toro• tell baok 
Witb alight loaaea, havin& intlioted 1ev1re 
ouuelUea 1noludina three tankl out or twelva. 
Pollowin1 110rnin1 01dwein1 oooupi•d by Italian 
toro• or 8,000 intantr7 with IWI• and A.P.V.'•· 
a..ll 110tor1 .. d roro• ot 8-li C•el Corpa 
barUHd ·~ •it.llout lo.. . Ail' l'IOOADaiHIDO• 
atteraooD ot Aapet 11th reported Do ID~ llO'H­••t ... , or llal'pi••· 

•·I 
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3. lox•l Air Porqt. Bed Ti1ibility 
hindered n11ht bomb1ns Auauat 6th/7th. Neverthe­
leaa aatiataoto17 attaoka made oo one oil 
retinary, en en~ rectory, an ent1-aircra!'t 
battery and aeveral aerodrome• in Weatern Ge1'11181l.Y 
and Holland. 

Yeaterdey 88 oort1ea or medium bombers 
deapatched; all returned , lloat taaka could not be 
completed owios to weather condit1ona but two 
aerodrome a were bombed. 

Laat Dilht 80 heavy bombera aeot to 
attack oil planto and railway tarsete and eeveoteen 
to attack Gneiaenau at liel and twelve 111.l.ne­
layins. All returned ea!'ely. 

Reliable aouroea atate that Italian 
aubmar1ne w•• hit by 8&0 pound A/8 bomb durins 
cur attack on llaaaawa co Auau•t 4th. 

•· <lt"R'P 61r Poree. Ver7 11 ttle enemy 
activity Ausuat 7th and no bombinS reported . 

Laat Dilht warninl• 11veo over axtanetve 
area. Bomba tell in Sout hern Wale• near Ayleabury, 
exetar, Cantord School , Poole, in lortbmlberland 
and Yorkahire and 110uth or the Ol.7da. Lea!'lete 
dropped near llancheater. llo d-as• reported, no 
ke7 pointa hit and oaaueltiea alilht• 

111Ae-layiq auapeotad off laat Coaat . 
Tranaport airer.rt T81'7 active on 

Aacu•t 11\h rrca Oolosne araa to aarodrcaaa in 
BaJ.ci- 8114 llor\harn J'ranca. 

11. llo ahippiq or air oaaualUaa 1'8-

porta4 dQr1q parlo4. 
a./ 



6. M1ddlt Et,tt. 

~· Reterence parecraph 7 ot 

yeeterday't 1..-ry. Kighth Hl.aeare lcat 

two ttnkt in th1t action tDd ene117 col.....n ••t 

halted near KS1Pt1an bordor. 

On Augutt 6th one Sunderland atttcked 

tanker eacorted by deatroyer ott Tobrult . s..,e 

day another Sunderland •hil tt thadowing tbeee 

eh1pt ••• forced down •1th one ot crew killed 

and tour wounded. Semo evening a reconnaia1ance 

aircraft tiahtod Sunderland being towed into 

Tobrult harbour by enemy doatroyer. 

~· On Augu1t 6th Waj1r aerodrome 

attacked by two en..., bOlllbera one ot which •tt 

dt11&&ed by our rightera betoro eacaping. One 

or our &iroratt badq dtmeced. 

Ptl,tt\1pe. On Au&u•t 6th Haifa bombed 

b7 t!D !D0117 aircraft; DO detail& or dtmece 

yet available. Nine c1v1l1an ca1ualtiet. 
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Auguat 10th, 1940 -

IRITllH lMIA .. Y, 

WOHINCTON, O.C. 

Dear Mr , President, 

I enclose herein a copy or 

the latest report on the military 

eituatlon , Thi& wae sent off last 

night , 

Believe me, 

Deer Mr , President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

REGRADED 
UNCLASSI F IED 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Pree ident or t he United St ates or America, 

Washington , D. C. 



Telegram despatched rroa1 London 

on evening ot Auguat 9th, 1940. 

Woat-bound Channel convoy repeatedly 
attacked yeetordoy : first by E-boate ott rrew 

Haven 1n early mom1ng and aubeequently off the 

Iale or Wight about 9 .00 a .m. , noon and 5 p.m. by 
large tormationa ot enemy a1roratt, each about 

100 atrong, Dul'ing the t1rat attack three ahip• 

approx!Jnate total tonnage 2500, sunk and destroyer 
"Bulldog" ola1mo •inking one &- boat. Oul-1ng air 

attaoka our t1ghtara broke up enemy formations anti 

aeveral bombara Jett1aonod their bor.ba into the 1ea. 
In all tour attack• excluaive or two balloon 

trawlers aunk and two dlUIUlged, total five ships aunk 
(5100 total tonnas-) two abandoned, 1nen damaged; 
r ... 1ning aeventeen alllpa or convoy were und&:naged 
and proceeded into Portland. Enemy lost 52 

a1roratt destroyed ( including seventeen bo~bera 

and fourteen t'urther probable caaualtiea). our 

lo•••• were 18 fighters . Six hundred survivors 

trom British ahip reported 1unk 1n yeatcrday'a 

a1111111.1r7 have reached Scott11h port . 

2 . Bozal Air roro1 . 

Low olou4 and hHvy haze 01ade night 
bombing Auguat 7th and Ausuat 8th Yary dif1'ioult 1 

"Cllleioanau• not located but 9 Hampton• attac~ed 

dock area at lt1al1 Wellinjftono aloo attacked 

railway/ 
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railway and oil teJ'&ate. Othor machinee bombed 

aecon4ar7 target• and hite were 1een on lara• tactor1 

1n woat Ruhr. Six a1rcra1't ouccoootully loid minee. 

Yeeterday 13 Blenheim eorttee doopatohed 

again•t enemy aerod.roa:.ea and 6 on otten•1T• 

reconna1eaance. Weather generall7 unt'avourable but 

2 oero4J'om•• attacked. One a1roratt m1ae1na. 

Laet ntsht 28 heovy bomber• oent to attack 
•Biell&Z"ok• at Kambu.r1 and military target• in ~orth­

weat O•""~' 18 to attack •7nthot1c oil plant. All 
returned earely except 1. 

Durina a~ernoon or Ausu•t 7th nine P.A.A. 

aircratt attacked i •trol inatall ation ne&l' Bergen. 

ill tanka deotro;yed and working• hit by 1 2!50 lb.bOl:lb. 

3. Oercnan Air Fore•. 

Laat n1&ht aingle atrcratt active over 

Bngland, bcmbe being dropped near DoYer , Briotol 

Channel and Birkonheod areae and in ree1dont1al out­

akirta ot Birmingham. Some damage to private 

propart1 and l peraon killed and 2 wounded: about 20 

paopla trapped in houaea 1n 81rm1ng.....,. 

Sh1ppinc Catualt1••· 

Yeetarday ono Britiah ahip 9,000 tona with 
cargo ot meat aunlt by 0--t ott northern Ireland. 

BeUm.ied that between beg:iMina or May and end ot 

J\111 aOIMI 100,000 ton• ot German and neutral •hipping 
8UJllt orr a........ coaat in Baltio, and ite •~proachea 

aa raault or our bC*bing oparati~na. It 1• not 

•usa-•t•d that th••• are the only lo•••• • 
5. M144l.t l!•t . 

1112!• Thr•• Italiu -bera auac&ed 

Ica•V 
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Icaem1 and Oeba1t area on Augubt 7th cauaina 

alight damage t o latter. 

s .... day 4 Blenheimll escorted by 

Gladiato~a caueed eevere tiree at Army store aouth 

ot Bardia. 

Aden . One Britioh tighter destroyed 

on the llJ"Ound dur1na I talian bo"'1>ina on Au.iuat 8th. 

Eritrea . on August 7th two ~.edium 

b~bera reaiatered 41reot bite on naval veasel 

and on quay at W•••••• aubcarine base: ti•• 

h••TY boc:bor1 aleo attac~ed Italian air torce 

headquarter• at waeea•a where bu1ld1ntB were hit . 

Somaliland. At Hargeiea our aircraft 

bombed tranaport on Auauat 5th and attaoxed 

barraoxe on August 7th. On August 8th they 

covered diaembarkation operations at Berber& 

during which enllOl)I bomber believed damaged. 

S.ttalion ot Black watch arrived at 

Berber• ev.,ing ot Auauat 8th. 
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Auguat 12th, l9l!O 

Deer Mr . Prea1Jent , 

IAITl l N I MIAllY. 

WAIHllllCTOM, D . C. 

I enelc ee herein cop1ee 

or the l a tes t reporto on the m111t.ary 

a1tuaL1~n . Theee were aent orr l•te 

in t he eventne or A~guat 10 th and In 

the evening of August llth . 

Believe , •• e , 

REGRADED 
UNCLAS.:;JFIED 

The Honournble 

Franklin D. Rooaevelt, 

Deer ~r . rreeldent , 

Very sincerely youre , 

President ot the Onjted Stn tes , 

waahi n ~ ton , D. c. 



Teloif'alll despatched from London 

late in the evening or Auguat 10 t h , 1940 , 

RgYal Air Porco . !light boctbing 8t!V9 th 
Auau.ot ogain hindered by oloudo , only ono-th1rd or 
a1rorart doepatohod roached main objoct i voe. Light 

att•o~• made on all primary targets, l arge ~1ree 

and •xploa1ona aeen. Aerod.ro••• and po••~ atattona 
at Breu.en were attacked without visible reeult . 

Fourteen Blenhe1r11 despatched yesterday, 

ono aucceaot'ully a ttacked t lrt7 to rorty en«JIY 

a1rcref't on Ouernaey aerodrome and anoth• r bo:;:bod 

eeaplonea ana hanaara near nroat . All our 
a1rcra~t retw-ned. 

Loot night eixty-two aircrart 

doapatched •• tollowe: 

Tw•nty-tour Well i ngton• , alwniniwn worka at 

Colo1D• and other ~llltar1 objootivee; fourteen 

11h1tle1a to aluminium work• a t Ludwlgaharen; six 

Blonhaillla to ottack docka and •hipping at Flushing; 

twelve more to Ouernee7 aerodrome; aix m1ne­

lqtna aircrat"t to ID:na river . All machi ne • ba• e 

returne4 aatel7. 

2 . Q!rm&n Air pgrae. Yeatorda1 enemy aotivity 

al1aht and confined to the coaata.l recon.nateaance , 

wl\11 one ouuaHy. 81.nsl• bocr.ber • t tacked 

Sunderland whero bombo toll in ohlpyardo , a t a 

oonorote worlUI and near • colll•r J. caeualtl•• 

reported u ono ki lled, ..... ntJ- t•o 1nJured • 

.Uroratt/ 
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Atrora.t't wa• eubaequent l7 1nterce~te4 and ahot down. 
EOJ'ly th11 morn ing con11derabl1 enemy air 

aot i 'li t 7 . Bomb• •~r• 4l"'oppe4 en or near aerodro. •• ea 
and at an 1ronwor~e . Alao in north- eaet Enaland 
near Lt•erpool , ~anche1ter, and in !eeex ond He:i~eh1re. 
Thero waa no ••~lOWI darlage and ca111&1tle1 eliiht. 

!lino lay1na euepected. orr east coaot. 
Weather r11ghta are beina carried out 

ralrly re.,Uarly over western approaches and 1nclud1na 
aouthern Ireland. 

J . Ha•al arae4 ~erch.ant orulaer "Tra.neylvan1a" 
torpedoed orr northern Ireland and oonk aarly thla 
c;.orning. 

Reported Duteh at .. mer 9 , JCO tone captured 
by Gorn:an raider in oouth Atlantlo •uly lat and 
arrlYod Lorlant with &n!led guard ~uly 16th. 
4, !!i ddlo Eaat , Egypt . On Auguat 6th a around W/T 
aet eillulat ed reconnateaance aircratt being deepatch-4 
on patr ol , but 1natea4 thirt een Gladiatore were eent 
aoroaa Lib~ tront1er. A.a hoped, they round twenty­
a1Y1n en .. y rtghtera waiting. Our righters attacked 
and deatro ed rtrtea n 1n9a11 alrcratt. •e lost t•o 
Gladia tora . 

SllDI 4.ay, one enay airorart bocr.bed er••­
i.:atruh without oaua ing damage . 

§oealiland. On A~euat &th thrH BlenheL..a 
dropped ten hunclredwtliht ot bcx..ba wong enemy troop• 
1n a paaa aeYent7 mllea aoutb weat ot Berbora , 



Telegram deapatched trom London 

in the even ing ot Aueuet llth, 1940. 

1. Ntval. 

n.etroy•r "Fc.arleea" in coll1•1on with 

Hia ~ajeety'e Trawler "Wilrul" probably need 

docking. TJottler b•dl1 4-ased. 

2 . Royal Air Foroe . 

lleavy bor.:bere dW'ing night of° the 9th-

10th Auguat dropJo<I 13 H. &. end 680 incendiary 

bomb• on aluminium rnctory at Cologne; many h1ta 

obaarvad caueing tiroa 11nd ox9loa1one . Airornrt 

attacking during letter atesce or operation report­

ed aeoins bW'Dt out bu!ldinga. 

Nine ~••Y)' bocr.bere located and 

attacked alum1n1ua wor~• at Lu4w1gahaten, reaulta 

doubttul; varioua railway targets aleo at~acked 

a~a.?"entl7 auooeaatullt. 

started tiroa among hanp.ra at 0-uernaey 

aero4rocie and obtained direct bite on o!l tan~• 

at Pluahing. 

Yaaterday 22 Blanha!Jte carried out 

h.&raee1ng attaoka on aerodro~•• in the Low 

Countr!c• and Northern France . 

Thr•• twin-•natned atrcra.t't damag.O. on 

gro1Jft4. Two ot our a 1rore~t miealng . 

J:Aat nliht 20 h••YT bo::>b•r• daa;atchecl 

qal.Aat eh1pbu1141na 1ar4a, oll atoco en4 other 

a111tar1 obl•ot1 .. • an4 2 to 4roP leatlete on 

PZ'HCZ'1b•cl/ 
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preacri bed areoe 1n ll'ranoe . 17 r.edium boo.bera 

left to attack 1ynthet10 oil worke and 12 coaetal 

cOllllland aircrart to lay mines at &iuo and attacked 

oil tanka at Chorbourg . All but one r eturned. 

3. Or.rn:an Air Force, 

Little en~ eot1vity during yeotorday 

beyond one attack on aerodrome where •o~• bu114tnta 

were 4&...•i8(1 and four caaual tiee; apaemodic raid• 

ott coaet. Weather con41t1one h&t.rered r1~ter 

operati~n• and only one 1ntorce~t1on made . 

Unauccooet'u.l 11/G attaoka by tighter aircratt againat 

balJoon barrage at Dover. 

Laat night mine-laying auapected off 

Eaat coaat and 1 lymot,.tth . Some bombe •.1ere dropped in 

Norwi ch diatrtct and on viaduct a t Cwanaea 

neceae1tat1ng diveraton ot trarttc, otheMJtae no 

t'urther activity . !lo 4-<caa• or caaualtieo yet 

re:ported . 

Att•cka on Trade. 

(•) Several oonvo1• ott &eat Coas t and ~orth 

weat Ireland ehadowed without attack. "1farw1ck 

Castle• 2,500 tone uneacorted not in eonYoy boetbed 

ot'f North•~ Ireland, not htt . 

(b) I t i• point•d out that convoy Which hao been 

subjected to h••"Y 1oale elr a tteck on two 

occaaione reoently, 1• ooaatel convoy compoaed ot 

nllllber or llllllll •hip• tradlna between United X1ngdom 

port• onl7 . Deepit• all fol'lt& or en....., op>101ition 

durin& week ended AJ&Ual "'4 ocean-110ing YHHla In 

oonY07 diaoharpd In Un lted IUn&dom poru 

1 , 161,6'8 ton• ot oarao including tollowins t onnaae1: 

cereal a/ 
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••reala 189,478. Other tood 98, 291 . 011 t'l.lel 

JC8 , 588. 

~. Middle Eaat . 

Scmallland. Yeater4&7 } c:ediu:o bocbere 
again attacked troope and anti-aircraft po1itione 
at Karr1n Paoa . Now oontin<od that enoiey main 

oolw:m trcw. ttarge1aa t'orced withdrawal or our out­

roet on to n:a1n poaition. Ji:nemy tanu and vehicleo 
approached poeltion arter dark ind tlanking column• 
are aleo reported . WoTer"...ente ot r1,t:ht en&l.Y cclu:..n 

obacure, but ao tar no advance on Du.rao reported. 
Thia town and Berber1 bo th raided by enoo.y aircraft 
rvcontly, da.~age 1na1£1llt1cant. 

l.Sx:ll1• On August 9th •hipping and oil 
tan~a at Tobruk harbour auccea1tully attacked. All 
ou.r airer.rt returned. 

~· Yee t orday 3 medium bomber• twice 
attacked water-hole near Kars•1ea , probable troop 
concentration n4 tranepor~. 

1.!11%!• South A.tr1oan Air Force aucceea­
t'l.llly attacked enemy aerodrome on Auguat 9th. Two 
Italian bombera deetro od 2 daJ.;aged. 

~· OD Ausust 9th 5 beary bombers 
ettaoked. barrack• ~•11aw1, h1 ta obeerved . Pivo 

110re attacked t'l.lol d--r oE.e arH . Alao } BlanheLa 
bealb•d harbour end tloatlng dock. All alrcrart 

returned, but 5 Hveroly d...aged. Ono ene1..y fig.l\ter 
elallled deatroyed. 



--

..aect et 
,,, 

IAITISN lM8AUY, 

WAtHINCTON, O. C . 

Augus t 13~h . 1940. -

Dear Mr. President , 

I enclose herein e copy of 
the latest report on the military 
situation . Thie wae sent off from 
London lest night. 

Believe me, 

Des.r lilr . President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Rooseve l t , 

President of t he United Sta t es of America, 
Washington, D. c. 



Tologram despatched rrom Loodon 

on the eve ning of Auguet 12th 

aii•craft ~ le ler_ 00 l •' . -· " 
no '"!> "'J ... b . l,lf•6t!•nyFr " "1c ~ jtf~T'" 

f:OV•"'"' ' 1 hol es- co •• l !' 'i~"' r ,.,1' ~c. ; 

P _"iOU. d£...:r.i""" , ~ ... kill,.,d , lL O\:"'I 

:''"'.' t 'I 

h•o 

no 

" 
In aoc• :"""r , !'lee.tine aock badly darr.f\t:ed 

also of' ... i<:"' i"'..iloc r:n ro" _ 1 t'!l buildin ... s . 

Cone11.erc.bl,,. rJinor d.a."1a£u to othex• 

bnild!~:;a . C<te oil fuel tank ieni ted 

end anothor dlV!laged, Only t~o 11nuncted 1n 

dockyard. 

n'\ 

?iorthbound c('lnvoy attacked !"rO'TI 

air arr Har;1ich . One ton~•~ (5500 tons) h~d 

stern blcr:rn. ON' ~nu 10 anchored, ~not~~r 

ship (3eoo t~l"!O~ ~11 '"'""ed . 

Sub11a:rin1' 11$eeliC'n" r'.'trorts 

h!lvint. &unk J"oM<e;:ian •H (3300 tons) off 

ro~,.ef;:ian coast Aur::uat 3rd. Lo.tt:ir , when 

r.teking a further attack on convoy she 

was rammed by aneill ahtp !lnd euetainod eor.te 

dwiUJt.:& to periocope . A W/S t rawler cleim& 

to have ahot do\ n one o r possibl y t\':'O enemy 

circrart durinc etteok on &h1pr1n( in i'll4?"!e& 

ostuary; oa.me area in afternoon doetroyer 

" llin<lsor" et.too iced by dive bcnbere sn<i hit 

on / 



et't . ketoiT. ~ to ... ,o, r t tl t70 oun~tt~. 

( 2) Jl~yal A~r !'Oreo 

tn A1 _ • t 1 th -

.\Ut\l&t 11th t'lMa c.n.d ex., loaione ~"lttaed at 

ehe 1cal :""let ry ond bleat f'u~ece et ~r,nk­

f'UJ"t- m-Ma1n nnd JIO"Her 1taticn a.t Colol"" · 

011 an·I v1111tary t.. reeta lltt"r>f1eet'\llly attoc,r19d 

el ... ~,.r"' . Six burG.te .... ~ ... nft!\~ tt3M ·." ~nd 

"~or•", " 1\tr le:r,t:e "' l" l os1 en .... ro .. t~d by 

&l'}ue•lro:" . y,.,.,t~rd!ly r"!f"'111ur, b()Mb rr atont 

r"e onne 1.1u10.n"'" ?forth Srt 

tt..nd .·o!~t.horn ranee. Sitt :-1 ... ttas• Net ette.c··­

ed, elfo 011 t n'ocf!ra Cl1 rtourg. P~6Ulta ecner-­

all.y ~atiat'actory , one Al . ::; . 109 ahot de m; 

one Airor!jrt tlid not ret11rn . 

L t nltht 59 h"4vy bcnbera ••nt to 

attec· oil ~n ~~lit.&ry t~rPete north wott 

Cermany , lP- aircraft mine- laying in Kiel And 

Eris oroae, r tll'01 1ed le t'leta on 3ritLnny, 14 

coest.al c::itirMnd Bl~h~t 

~aterdam •nd Ch~rbourg; l'rto ftrea at~~t~d a; 

Cherboure other target not loc"ted. ?wo or ou:· 

a1rcr~ft did not ~eturn . 

(3) ne....-on u,. .,c,.,,e 

,1~t ~~ AtJ.e;,,1wt 10th - 11th. t!v~r11on 

o~ railway trar~1c s~uth loa r .o~ted y~1Lorday 

expected 1 .. t 3 or 4 <!eye only. ::X.teneive druna~o 

to work.int cl••• houses thia diatrict - 17 

.1lledt 8 wou.n.- 01 • 

Con,tderable oettvity early Y'•t•~o..iy 

r11ornlng developed into at.t.acke employins J00-

400/ 



400 aircrllft . 1Joea1 111! rortland raid, oonvay 

atteckeQ Off l:Qe~ ~Oa8t ana 1n :~Amee eetuory. 

70 'boa:be •'ro:I>ed • ortland, 30- 40 Y' ()\1th . 

~itirl~· e.xt11tneive de.. '"-£t!' t housee, 0!1.l!~ 

ed 
c!IPl.lRl' tee ,...!'(>rt{ ao f'ar one .tilled 22 

•o·nd~r in l attac~a on .D<'ver balloon bnr~te , 

7 b~llocns iuetroyed. 

All r11ioers 1ntercerted by our 

t'iehter eql.l!ldrC>ne , one ·1y lost 37 a 11'<lM rt( .•..• 

by '1nt1- ~ll"'r,rt) """fi ,.~ed 91' ""c'~ •r i.7 

( one by nti al ,.crn!'t) probable . D>Jr 

C•&ualtitB i• ti.:)itera , rrQ!\ W~ich 3 ~ilote 

8!1Ved. 

L.iat nit,.'it activity ratrll• r;en~ral 

exee~t 1n ~idlanda . Boobs rarorted dro.~ed on 

rdl'TllY a1d1Tiw• near llott.inf)'•1"" 111 3r1atol 

Channel , e.,tl outh Devm areae an l in ·v1lt11hiro 

and Gueaex. 110 p11rticule r a yet received . 

(u) Bhi~nlne Cnounl•i•• 

BrJ.tiah "Llanfair" (!iOOotooe) t'rorn 

Auetrol1a , etraw&J.er rran convoy tor:edc-ed 

yeet~~d~~ o~r 'eat or Irelanc . 

en 
'!eporte(I t'1at oo in_ to !lo;ral Air 

Force att.aeke on l.!.lafltl!."'I e.rea , an :1.eN\rO".e 

hH/ 



hea been evacuate~ end 1'\lol t&nka et <>11 

Port have 'betin !:!fl! tiod , oil hav1nc... buun ttJ1r.ttn 

in ber·Pel1:::1 to unde,.p•,°"1n t&n.J.:s Jn rir1;ierat1cn 

J.n thP VlC1n1r.y . 

(6) Slr.Jllry o:• d ~""' couaed by l<e>~l 

Ai r ?crce boob1n rfP. ort~d bet E.en l•t and. 

eth AU_"Us t . 

Osn1<brun ·1 . Factory ll<!riously 

Kr-efeld. St.llt1.on , et,.rl YOrJ(e , 

rectory o.,.'"1.cee ar.a Port on the ?.htr.e eerloualy 

da~eed. Barrarke at'\d wat•!' :.o-r le tr ysd. 

Ha:tC"ver . Lar~s: .... otor rectory h.!la 

~toppett wor·· ow1n 

Kostel . 

t~ Bevere dft'!l'ID.£8 . 

Alrerut't reetO"Y hit ; 0001,lete 

•toppage or 10 d•yt . 

Br OMen . Oolnai.:erable 6'.""'£9 don to 

wharves . 

Es.sen . J<ru-r.. crks hit ; c :t&1C.orable 

:,art atorped ror 10 day&. 

Ra1l,1aya . Bombino. noot et'teouvo , 

very serious in ta1·terenoe t o bo th Jn111 tot•y anll 

non-J:t111tn.ry Ldoda traf"ic . 

S t . ,,azelre (Do,,~es) . :-. o::iall 

lubricating- oil ••nk• eatrcyed, 

!lergen , A..., uni Uon d"""' hH 11• d 

,1neloy1nf . SeveNll r eport• rveelved 

or euccessful. oper~t1on& . 

Y.lel 1'1en&l d• ,.&ed. Laree tr•n • ort 

and several n.shi n-r crm"'t atrook mtnon in sound , 

Oor.:1&ne c~elled. t. o •end. att1t1c:tr.l :dn• awoe1-



ere tie area . I:'°'"'rry a~rViceo ~er rk 

to o~edf'ln 1 riter!" xpted . 
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Tbe Honourable 

llUTllM IMIAllY. 

WAIM IJllCTOM, O. C . 

AUllUOt 14th, 1040. 

I enclo1e herein a copy or 

the lateat report on the military 

11tuation. Thle ••• 1ent orr rrom 

London laot night. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Preaidont, 

Ver7 tincerely 7oura, 

l'rankl!n D. Roo1nelt, 

Preo1dent ot the United Stateo ot Aaarlca, 

Wa1hlngton, D. c. 



T•l•ll' .. deepatohecl troa Loadoa 

OD th• •Y•Dlllfl or Auau•t lath 

1. l!l!.l.l· Teat•rdal' three 0Yer1ea 

ooaY071 totalllllfl 71 1h1p1 1aolud1ng tour 

\aaker1 aad enen oarsa .. or iron ore arr1Yed 

at Ua1'ed Ungdom war poria. 

Tiro --neeplllfl trnlere boabed 1&114 

wait ta~. •"1al7• 

I. Roial Mr Fors•• J'our oil t.ar1et.e, 

wo power 1taUoaa, a blut turaace and ra11"7 

tarsata 1uooe1atull7 attaol<ad b7 our n111ht 

boabaJ'I on Aujiu1t lltb/lith. la eney 1n1taao• 

tirH aa4 •:s»lo11oa. oauHd. Bneral lars• r1r .. 

atena4 -1111 all tank• aa4 OA aer~ at 

Cllaal'llOU'I• 

I.ut Dipt t1t'7-a h .. Y7 bOllbara 

daapatched qa1Dat atroratt taotortea, alla1D1• 

wol'lta aad oil Ntla ... 7 at llor-.id, - OU.l 

an4 other 11111tU7 tar1•t1. TwelYe atroratt 

Hat 111ae-1971DS aad tour to diatrlbut• leatleta 

.,, ... IUI00011111e4 Pr-•· rov ot ov alrorett 

ld•dlll· 

ftft MU• --.r. aeot to attaok 

aal'Odr- 1a lol'Ulen PNaoe. Oii• or oar air­

U'lltt ldHl.ai• liptffD all'Oratt ot ooutal 

o-4 1111\ to aUaok doou aad ah1pp1q lD 

llcll'tMl'll Bollallto 

le/ 
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a. ftm•g Mr Font. turlna ibe 

Dllbt ot Auauat lltb/l8tb a BelDl<el bOOll>er wae 

llhot down b;r our t1C)1hre in llorH\ehire. 

lh'oll ellht •·•• ;reeterda;r UU-ouC)1out 

\Ile da;r ler1e-1oale acthi\7 alona South co .. t, 

in Boutlleut lkla:land and ~. letuer7. About 
DOOD ..,_ aircraft repor-ted approachioa: Ide ot 

W1811t, t1t'1 ot which eUaclted Por-\ll and 

OOeport. 8- d_,e ca1111ed e\ docltJerd, Ro7a1 

••"7 berraclte and D8Yal tra1D1q eetebliallaent. 

Oilier raidere ettaol<ed llaoetoo ul'OdrolMI, which h 

reported temporer111 unael'Tioeeble 0.101 to 

cratere, but DO d-a:e to llaop.re or airoratt. 

1-11• ••~ attaclted. ho Ro7al Air ll'oroe 

W/! etatlone OD 11ua .. x oout b-ed, or which one 
dHtro7ed, 

fhH• raide .. ,., OD a coDaiderebl.7 

larl'r .aale illaD ao;r pffTiCNal.7 aU-ted; total 
c-1'1H r-rted : all k1lled, 166 111Jured. llaida 

ware ioteroepted b7 our r1111tere and eo11111 

ouual'1M ..... lle•"7· Ia \Ile aftarDOOD eo­

•tteob ooDtimaed on loath ... \ dhtricte and wo 

Ro7al Air ll'oroe aerod..-a. Ou.r tialltere .,aio 

1Dteroepted and 11a117 eDea;r airoratt were deetro7ed. 

Apart traa ~. no ... poillta er• reported ........ 
...., loat :r••tard., 19 boabere and 16 

ftpten de1tro,.t 117 oar t1ptar1, alee ., 117 

u'1-e1Nl'ltt nre. ID ..UUoa 16 D1raratt 

prolllllll.7/ 
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probabl7 deetro7ed and 39 dea&&ed b7 our 

tljilltere. Total: 8DOIQ' 62, Br1t1eh l& (~ 

Bp1tt1ree and 9 llurrlcanea). 

Cone1derable eDOIQ' air ect1T1t7 lMt 

n11ht; bcmlle dropped la Southweet Scotland, 

•ortheut lngland, South Walee and 1'17mouth; 

part1oulare not 7et rece1Yed. 

ll1ne-l1171ng nepeoted ott Beet cout, 

in TUaee llatua1"7 and Brlatol Channel, 

Reported that Gexwan reooD.Daleeance 

aaohlne on Auguet 11th -de c1rou1t: Bordeaux, 

••• t Cout ot Ireland, •orth Sootland to •orth 

Demark. 

'· Bhipp'pr oyutltl••· Yaat.erdq 

11"1 Ueh \enlter ot 81100 tone outward bound 1n 

ballut not 111 oonT07 torpedoed and aWlk 1n 

AtlU1t10. 

11. Albapit. Belgrade report 

announoee olaehee between rebel• Uld Italian 

tore•• near l'l>aoelaT tront1er alao that Italian 

aircraft ha•• been rtlllOTed troa aerodrOll8 at 

Tirana to diaperaed poa1Uona. 

e. 111w.1 !v•· 1=111w. Om" 

poa1t1ou attaoked b7 blaok""'•t battalion on 

AllcUt 11th, b7 duek u.q ball tailed to 

peaatrate detaaoaa. •• llllftered I oa.ualt1 ... 

Oar airoratt troa .U.a are aoU••lT 

....-...s atte•k1ac .. ...,. batt•r1•• and poeit1ou 

nU/ 



with oonei4orablo ottoot. 

~· Ton Blollhoi.mo eeoorto4 b7 
Gla41atoro 911oooeotull7 a\\aollocl aa9117 OallP on 
Ausu•t lOtb. 

I\al.iap It•\ A(r1pt. To •t't•o' 
tl&rthor 4ioperoal ot a1roratt preparation or 

now lan4ins-lll'ov.n4e north ot lritroa bo1ns 
bae\ono4. .....,.., 10\b tiY• ot Oil!' b••'t'J' boml>ore 
1194• euooeeetul low le.el attaoll on Italian 
aoro4rooae at 11'1\roa. 
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8AITllH lMUllY, 

WAIHINCTON, D. C . 

Auguet 15th, 1940 -
Dear Mr, Preeident, 

I encloae herein a copy ot 

the latest report on the military 

situation, Thie wae aent ott la t e 

last night, 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Preaident, 

~~at' ~~~~~D 
UNct..r--5.::1\ 

Very aincerely yours, 

/ 4- U1..__ ~ • .A-a', ~ -
h(y{ 1 L~ -'A.- ~.-e_ / o....... 

The Honourabl e V 2 //l-~ .,.....,,- j.~ ( 
Franklin D • • RooseTelt,<-1~ l 

Proeident ot the United States of Amer ica , 

Washington , D. c. 



Tel•ll'aa deepeto!Mld 1'rOll London 

in th• •T•DiDI ot Auauat 14th, 1940 

lerl7 7eetet'4117 morning three MTB ' • 
-...uatere4 1--k t.114 ut1-a1roratt abipa ott 
the Dateb ooaet. Tbe7 -•e4 ..,_ •1th bt.114 

INftlllle• aa4 M<le ud one llTB r- .,, I-boat 

•hicb re4uood h81' epee4 to 6 lr:nota, 4Uap to 

..,_ -own. All O'Cll' llTBe retll!'Dad eatel:y. 

T••t•l'da7 deetr o7er "1UJDber le7• ud 
•loop "Auol<lt.114" bomb•r4•d and 41eperaed en8817 

troop• aa4 lorri•• on the oo .. t rolld •••t 
llel'b ... a and proba'bl7 4818784 ._, • adnnoe. 

OJI• M-8 trawler 'bolllbe4 t.114 •Wik in 
Downe. 

2 • Rozel Air l9£0! • 

•ilbt operettona on .a.iaaat 12tb-1Jtb 
apin .._ored 'b7 olCIQil. Oftl7 -11 ..-Or ot 
dro:ratt 'bOll'bed priarT tarpte. •irae etarte4 

et Ootba eirorat't taetor7, ot- airorott ett aoke4 
_....._. u _-..,. tarpta. •tft Blealleiaa 

attacked am---. --•t Pranoo, one 111H1nl• 

Booll:a 1n lortborn Bollud auoooaatull7 attaoke4, 

- 111ao-1071ns alao aoo-.i11ahe4. 

Yodel'llq' nt ot 17 81-iM -

-·-· at ~ Ul4 DOPU.-t ,.._oo, 7 
oUlet'a o'b11p4 to allea4oa tuk, 1 tailed to rotuna. 

ot/ 
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0t 12 Jll•Dh•1- aent to at\aot larp aero4Jo- in 

Worth Denmart one returned earl1, remainder •i••iftll. 

I.aet nisl>t, 101 h"'Q' bOlibera deapatch.ed 
u tollow•1 62 to Worthern Ga~ to aluainilD 

worta, airoratt taotoriee, rail•A1 targete. 37 to 
Ital¥ to attack Pi•t aaro-engin• tactor7 at rurin 

and Caproni ail"ora.« taotor7 at llilan. All the .. 
airoratt returned, rwo to mate photographl.o 

reconnaieeanoe ot doot7ard and oil plant at Stettin 
and aeqlane b ... elltfthere, IU: aediua -•r• to 
attaot aero4J"omea 111 ocov;pied Prenoh terr1tor7, 

l'rCll all tlle abo•e operation• two a1rcratt 
a1a•111.1, crew ot on• aare. 

3. G!!?•• 1.tr JPorot . 
Further report• ot niflht ot 12th-13th 

not1t1ed tew caaualti•• and aliaht damap Sunder land, 
Soatb 'hJ.H and J'UllOUth, Leatl.ete dropped in 

Derb7ab1re, 

Bxcept1onal air aot1•1t1 throua:l\Out 

7••t•l'4a7· Jratiaated that onr 2000 -- ail'Oratt 
engaged operatio.,. onr Great Britain dul"1ftll da)' , 

Benre .,._ oaaualUee 1ntl1oted b1 tighter equadrone 
troa whioh 13 ail'Oratt loat but onl7 3 p1lota. 

Attaota bepn at 6 a.a, whan to .... uon• oro•- SuaHlt 

oout a4 ra14era operated ai.oat ocmt1Jnaoual7 onr 
a01lthera and aouth-eaatarn oounti•• •• tar i nland a• 
Wlltulra an4 llertahira. At 4. )0 p.a. abod SOC 
~ as.renn reported ....,. -.t rr .. ,,_ 
llahar7 t o •1•ath. •- attaota direoted oh1•tl7 
apiJlat a8l'Odromea an4 eo.~toa ftffe preaiaH an4 

-tata ot ool4-atorap ba1141a1 'llarln .. ,, 0-.-

to/ 
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to a""°4J'.,..• ellcllt azoept at Detllng which wee 

attacked b7 lS d1Ye-'bcmbere , 8 Blenhel.Jle deetroyed 

on the sroun4, operation• room deetro7ed and 

C-ln• Ottloer k1lle4, At .Andover , ott1cu and 

quarter• bedl74ama1ed, one airer.rt hit. At 

EaetohuJooh operation• l'OOlll deetro7ed. Four barr•a• 

balloon• d•etro7e4 et Donr, CU-ltiee detenained 

lisht eone1'1er1nl aztane1Ye attaou, Bnem;r air 

loHH '9 ~· and .'6 t1cllt•r• dee~o7ed, )1 

_,.. airoratt probable ..._itiu &114 49 4-aed, 

In acldit1on J a1rorat'\ deetro7e4 b7 ant1-a1rcratt , 

OUr loe .. a 2 8p1tt1ree and 11 Hurr1canee , onl7 J 

pilote. Laet n11ht ••nral ... 11 ra1da by •insl• 

airorat'\ or ... 11 tormat1cna oYer w1deepread area. 

Otticee and tool room badl7 d..,.aed et llurt1eld'• 

aero taotor7, oae\l&lt1ea two killed, 50 wounded. 

On• h11D4red 1noend.1ar7 l>-• dropped on Cutle 

~oh. onl7 •l1"1t dsnap. 

4. DJ.ply O&!u!lt1••· 

A. - 0--t. ~all allip ot 5,800 tone 

torpedoed and nnlt ott llorthlll'n Ireland on AQ&uat 

,tll. 
s. - a1rorat'\. llw941eh ehip ot '00 tone nnlt 

1n ••• t • rn .Qproeohea on .Aupat 10th. Attack -• 

on two oonvop ott north eootland dur1n1 laat 111111>t , 

no 4.,..p r eported , 

5. 111441• • • • • 
IClllll11len4. 81taat1on at 6 .0 a.a. 

Aataat lJtll, After hea"7 anaok, pr- 1>7 low 

tl71q l ol o tire ad -inlt ""-' lltll OD 1111 

Bill , Sa i.-. --· - -1'1oa u t r l de 
Barptu-llel'llera road, Sa ftloll • • ~ -

ouultl•J/ 
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ou..altiffJ .,._ r•eohed t h• road bef'ore being 

f'oro.ci baot b7 our oount or- a t taot, SUbeequ1ntl7 
t he an- :IA hea'Q' i n1'ant1'7 attoot au;>portod b7 
tanl<a CCllllll• llod our eYaouation of' •111 Rill with 
lo•• of' two 3,7 inch howitsera ot'ter romoyal or 
br eaoh blooka. .Anticipated alight in1'1ltrotJon or 
- would be cleared b7 th& morning or Aul"•t 
l'th, but no cenoral counter attoot cont..,ploted 

owina to •ortanoo of' uinteinina rHorT••· EDIOl1 
ou..altiH l>eliend hoa'Q', ouro alipt aoept a t 
•ill Hill , ~ 001111111 ot 400 otrona reported 
llOT1na alone the ooaot road wH t of' Sorbera. En11111 
hM'Q' artlllel'T 1Mtteot1n, m&D7 dQdJI, Ollr 

troopa reaiated atubbornl7 but are tired af'ter two 
d&J• ot rilbting. 

our BlaalleSaa while ha•T1l7 attaot:IAg 
en- artill er7 poattiona were 1nteroepto4 b7 

tilbtora. 1'Yo Blenh•i.me toroed-landod at Berbera 
(ou oraahad) , another r ot Ul'Dod to~ llut ia 
pro'balll7 a •wrtte-ott". OD Auauat 13th three ot 
our 111141um bocbore 4roppad li- tone ot bomb• on 
Italian aero4romea, reconn&i•aanoe aeroplan• 
ealled tor tire tr- 4ntro71r on ... _ troopa and 

' more attaol<od tarpta in battl e area. 

WDI· 
Oii ~ 12tla ' Bl-Saa Yi t b t illater 

•Hor t attaot.ci noauna crane in Torbrut harbour, 
two -11 -el• bi\, Total ot 13 aaocrt-riptara 
u4 2' t1pt ... • laaft IU'J'iTed tr.. lioilT and are 

l>ellla -t to Jaalla•i• 
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Tel egrem deepa tched trom Londa> on 
the evon1ns or Auguet 16th. 

Naval. 

A motor torpedo boe t While p1ck1ng 

up survivors from enemy eircraf't in the Channel , 

wae mach ine gunned by enemy eoroplane and three 

or the cre•.v wounded. 

Greek minelaying cruiser torpedoed 

and eunk yesterday morning by Italian U- boat 

wb1let at anchor 1n Ae gean Soe. It ie believed 

there 'Here many caau.altie&. 

A convoy ot sixty seven Shipe has 

arrived et United Ki ngdom porte . These in­

cluded twelve tankera t'<vel ve cargoes o!' iron 

and steel, six iron ore and one bauxite . 

2 . Royal Air Force 

Very eucceosfUl attacks by heavy 

bombers on oil targets in occupied westeMl 

Prance durJ.ng night 14th/15th August. Of 

throe important ref in 1nS and storage plants 

on Gironde Estuary, t wo ''ere left a mess of 

t l ame s extending over wide area and other 18 

probably c anpletely destroyed. Hite wore 

registered on three aerodrornea and tour more 

were attacked. Fires were oeen at mar~all1ng 

yar<ls at Cologne. 

Yesterday eight medium bombara were 
despatched against oil targets, aerdromos, etc, 

in/ 
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in Oerm.anyJ Belg1w.n and Pra~ce but in almost 

every case were obliged to abo.ndon tasks owing 

to unf&vou.rable weather. Si x more carried out 

North SeB reconnaissance . Allreturned earely. 

Last ni ght ono hundred and three 

bombers deepstched as followe: 

Eighteen Blenheim• to gun ompl acement 

Cape Gr is Nez an d aerodl•oinee Cela1a district . 

Se ven Blenheim& to docks and shi pping north 

Holl and. Fortyone heavy bombers to oil targete 

northwest Germany. Seventeen heavy bombers 

t o a l uminium work& Cologne . Four heavy bombers 

ogatnet rail way targets Ruhr . Four heavy bombe rs 

to aircraft fa.ctor1aa 'l'Urin and Milan, Six heavy 

boe:nbere leaflet dl-opp1ng and six swordrlsh mine-

laying. 

Two Blcnh~ims missing and one or 

machines sent t o Ital y i s reported in aea off 

aeachy Head . All others re turned eately. 

3 , German Air ~orce • 

Five main raids of more than one 

hundred a1rcra.r t each were m::i.de during the day 

tn Dover (twice) Tyne and Hw:iber areas and convoy 

Off Th.a.mes Estuary Nas attacked. Attacka were 

made against aerodrome& Royal Air Fo~ce wirel ess 

stations and aircra:ft works . 

La ter 1n d.ay , t wo raids or three 

hundred t o four hundred aircraft were reported 

between Portland and Portam:outh about sixty more 

approached London attacked Cr oydon a rea. 

damage . 

Pollo~Ying is eunmary or most 1m:portant 

Military. One aerodrome rendered 
t empor arily/ 
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unaorviceable twenty two c::.aeueltiee . At 

another aerodrome tHo hanga:ra hit tour a1rcrart 

damaged. Bridlington &r•• aomo aminun1t1on 1gnit­

o4 and aane &ri:QY cara doatroycd. Six eaaualtiea . 

Dover and Sou.th&mpt.on elovon balloons shot down. 

~· CrO)'dOn ai rport bu.1lc11nge 

eer1oualy d.amaged .... 11 rec t ory cng,!lged on air 

work acr1ously cl4mnged. Sunderland some houeee 

demolished no industrial damage rour kil led 

oi(lht wounded. Soohan• c11otr1ct sane houooo 

domol18Md ei..Ut killed t wenty injured. Polkee­

atone eome do.mago t o private property twelve 

wounded~ Rochester Short •a a i rcraft factory 

hU by heavy bombs work temporarily entirely 

ato»ped oorale aeons workere ntported excellent . 

Heatings ao:oe de.mllgo in re a1dant1al distric t 

one killed t wo wounded. Portland oane daoiage 

Borotal 1net1tution aix caaualtiee Croydon 

are• ao~o industrial ond cor::morc1al daco.ge 53 

caaualt1ea Wandsworth large nJ.bb~r store aet 

on tire. 

In all caaee eneoy ra.idera weN 

intercepted by our tighter& and heavy caeualti•• 

oauesd to enemy aircratt. 

Air loeooo, Auguet 15th. 

Eneey/ 



l!neey: by t1Sbtore, banbor• 57 d.eetroyod , 

14 probable , 17 damag9d; t1Sfltere: 62 destroyed, 

20 p r obable , 23 dama6•d; un1uent1t1ed, 34 due­

troyed, 21 pl'Ol>1blo , 23 damaged by A. A, , 

un1dont1t1•d fi doetroyod, 6 probable , total• 

161 destroyed , 61 probable, 58 demaged. 

Br itiah: 34 tishtoro ahot down (18 pilote 

loot), Two Blonho1ti1 , l ·;.bitley (in aoa) 

miesins. llour dalllaged on ground during attack 

on aerodrane . 

Laot n1"'t a1r act1v1t:r -a alight and 

chierly continod to o1ngle aircraft . Socr.e bocb1 

were dropped in B1mJ.Dah*"' district and pro­

duction at a motor tactory has been interrupted 

probably tor ton dAye . Ono bomb hit Br istol 

Aircraft lloctory but l1 ttle wunege caused. 

Oonai<lerablo air tranepor·t activity 

August 14th trom Oolo111>e, Berlin , Leipzig to 

nerod.r<noa at Parle and Bru.aaela. Recent 

activitiee ot German Air Poree suggests that 

it io tho opening phase in an atte::pt to pin 

air •uPerior1ty by oXhauoting our tighter 

d.etenceo . On Auguot 12th/l}tll and Ausuet 14th 

approxiJOately Soil ot total tirut-linc s trength 

ot d.ive-bombore an4 fighters \Y0.8 probably 

empl oyed. Thie policy is not proving eucooB8tul 

and OerilWlnG ho.vo eu.rtored buavy caeualt1eo . 

4 . Shippins caoualt1ea • Yesterday 

Br1t1i..h ship 1500 tono in convoy carrying coal 

:rroo Newcaetl o to Tharnea mned and aunk or'f 

Harwich, all crew aavoO.. 

5,/ 



5, Scmalil end , 

Commander -in-Chief ll!ddlo East 

repo1•te th.at ow- poe1 t1on at Tug hrgan wno 

heavi ly attecked Qnd that enemy, using greatly 

superior forces and t"ire-por:er , broke through . 

No t'Urthsr details e ve1leble yet . ','le still 

held Bulher yeotet'UaY. 

On Augu&t 15th our aircraft Operating 

from Aden auccesnfUlly attacked t r oops end 

tranaport and also two aerodromeo 1n Abyssinia, 

one a1:r·ct•ai"t destroyed on s1•ound. All our 

ma.chinas returned ea!'oly and. Shot do.1n enemy 

bOJnber on ret um journey. 

6 . 

Ten enemy bombers escorted by 25 

fi ghter s attacked aerodro:ne yes t er day . One 

of oui• aircraft destroyed on the ground , 

other s only slightl y dmnaged. Hurricane 

attempting to in tercept this raid was lost . 
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Tologram despatched from London on 

tl10 ovoning or August 17th. 

At naVQJ. air atotion Lee-on-Solont 

yostorday 2 hangars wcro destroyed and cona1derable 

damage done to bu1ld1nga in air attack. Oaaual ties 

cetimated 14 killed and 9 wounded. Yeatorda.y 

evening an a1rcrart attacked U-bcat orr llorthern 

Iroland , it was damaged and poesibly aunlc. 

2. Ro:tal Air lol"'Co. 

!11ght bcmibina August 15th - 16th wo.a 

ago i n very auccoutul . 'rwo oil plants and 1 

alumin11l111 worlul Vlere heavily attacked and 

oxploeiona and tires wero ooen. A lighter atteck 

wu succeaatully made on Kr\Qp-Eeaell and Oil 

another large ractoey; aleo Oil dock 1n&tallat1one 

in northern Holland a.nd on 1everal aerodromea in 

enemy occupied territory. 

One hoavy bomber attacked Fiat Turin 

and another Oaproni airorot't factory at l!ilan. 

'?hero wore severol e.>;ploaiolla and many tiree 

etartod. A third ba:lber aucceaat'ull.y attacked 

a blaat turnace near Oonoa. 

!lo bor.ibina operationa *Dok place 

durina yesterday owina to unsuitable weather. 

Laat night 2 medium bollbora aent to attack 

ae rodromae/ 



oorodromea . In odd1tion 149 heovy bcmbere 
were sent turther th4n u.t1ual 1nto Oen:iany end 

to d1otr1cte in tho L•ip&ig ond Augoburg 
area hitherto ll<>t v101ted . Porty- eight attacked 

a1rcro1't toctcrioo end etcroe , 15 the Zeise 
taotOl'l' at Jone , 19 e oynthetic oil plant and 
power stat i on and 63 bombed largest eynthot1c 
011 plant 1n Germany at Leuno. Four attacked 

rallwey targets in llOrthweet Germany a:nd e1X 
Swcrdt1oh wore engaged 1n minc- la¥i ng . Six 

heny bo"'bore are m.Usin8. 

3. Getlilan Air Poree, 

Preliminary reports or coaualti es 

at C,.oydon Ausust 15th givo 42 k1llod and 35 

injured. It io eatir.tated that about 600 enomy 
aircrattwere operating yeatorda:v botwoen the 

Ialo or 1'11ght and Tho:no-e <;etuary. At midday 
about 150 reported otr coaat between Du.ngenoea 

and !forth !'Orel and. Th1e tormntion opl i t up and 
main re.id paae•d uP Tha.-.ee Eatuary. At '!'llbury 
one ehip or 7500 tone was bit by a bomb and 

tire o&ll.B&d in magazine. Chethem waa aleo 

bo1:1bod and at liorthtl.eet tiree wore etarted 
and 25 persona reported killed, 18 injured. 
In early attornoon about 100 on~ aircraft 

approached Portsmouth dist1•1o t where aero<iromee 
wore attacked and two balloona. About tour 

o'clock a l arge concontrotion or about 200 1trong 
approachod ccest et Dover and oplit up. 

llajori ty tumod northwards and bomb• wore dropped 

ir\/' 



1n auburben area ot eoutbweat London. Later 

about t i va o 'cloclc more on81J1¥ 01rcran croeac d 

tho eout.h coast o.nd penetrated inland whore 

oerodromee 1ve1•0 att ocked . Slight domogo waa 

cauaod at Parnborougb end at llanatcn , throe ot 
our airer.rt were destroyed on the grow>d 1n 

dive borlbi ng attack . About t1tteen aoroplonoe 

were dea troyod on the ground at Tansme re ond 

t hl'<le more at an a erodrome near Fort111:10uth. 

Bomb• droppeO 1n ouburban area caueeo oo:no tem­

porary disl ocotion ot railwuye . 

Coaualt1ea due t o bombing reporte d 

yesterday: 

R, A. F. pereoNlel , kill ed 16 , wounded 

19 , civili eno ki lled 72 , wounded 192. 

Lit tlo OD""'lf ac t1 vi ty laa t l'ligh t but 

1oolatod machines dropped bombo in South T!ales 

ond Portemouth urooa ond ot Ipowich , Electr i city 

plant et an armament wori.a at Cardiff wae put 

out ot action. ll1neby1n.;; auapccted ott Isle ot 
Wight end porachutea wer a dropped i n 'ilorcooter­

obiro but evidence points to absence or 

parachutist peroonnel. 

Ai r Cuual t i eo : Enemy coaual t1ca 

1ntl1c tod by ou r t i ghter& oa tollowa: bonibcre 

destroyed 33, probable 17 , demesed 25; t11.1>tor o 

33 , 12, 7 reopeotiYOly; un1c!Ont1t1ed 6 , n1l , 9 

reapcct1 vel :f/ 



roopoctivoly; total& 72, 29 , 41 ; plua 3 

unidentified destroyed by anti-a1r crlltt 

maki ns 75 deetroyed, 

Britioh ooaualti•a: ahot clown 

22 righters (14 pllotl u..,d) ; i:Uaatns 6 ; 

dootro,.ed on tho ground about 21 . 

4, Shippi ng caeualtioe. 

By U- boot . Th1•00 s hips belonging to 

outword bound oooan convoy we re torpedoed 

Au,gua t 16th in the northwoetorn &pproacbee; 

Swodtah 2 , 300 tone , a atrauler Crom convoy; 

Dutch 6 ,200 tone , atill al'loat; British 6 ,600 

tone . In addi t i on a llr1t1eh ehip 5,000 tone 

in ballast, no t in convoy ond 811'ed1oh oh i p 2 , 000 

tone with wood pulp from Hewfowtdlnnd were ounk: 

o!'r l!orthern Irolnnd . Latter • • etragglor t 1-om 

convoy . 

By oine. BrH1oh ahip 5 , 000 tone 

aunl< ott llu:!lber and another 1 ,600 tons au.'lk by 

explosion ott Holyhead. 

5, l!iddlo Eae t. 

Libya . 

On Auguo t 15th 15 m enheimo carried 

ou t low level attack on Italian a1rcra1't in 

harbour. i'Wo flying boate were sunk and two 

more together with a petrol tender set on 1"1re. 

Remaining eight airoratt were eeV\Orely dlGllgad . 

Our aoroplanea re turnod ea.toly. Some day ono 

8lonho1m scored diroot hit on hanaara at on 

&rithrean aero dror.10 , 



lalTllH IMl4llY. 

WAIHINCTON0 O.C. 

Ausuat 19th, 1940 

Dear Ur. President, 

I enclose herein a copy ot 

t he 1atcat report on tho 1111lita.ry 

e1tunt1on. Thia was aent ott from 

Lonoon on the ovenJ.ni ot Auguat 18th. 

Be l ieve me, 

Dear A:r. Pree1<1ent , 

REGRADED 
UNCLr.b.:ilFlED 

Very aincerely youra , 

'n\e Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Preaidont ot the Ull1 ted Sta t oe of An:or1ca , 

Weahington, D. c . 
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Tl!llogram doopat-Obod f rom London 

on tho evening ot Auguet 18 th . 

ll!!:W· 
Earl)' :re• terd"lo' morning three 

bat tleehipa and one oruisor bombarded OaJ)USzo 
and Bardia. Many sol voe wore aeen to t'all in 
tho target aroo, The tleet wao heavily but 
inaccurately bombed l ater in the morning; tho 
tighter patrole, provided aa ai r cover for our 
capital ohJ.pa , are reported to have ehot 
down 11 or 12 enemy bombers . 

On A.uguet 15th one or three one:ey al.r­

crctt thought tc be onaaged in mine-laying at 
Alexandria W411 torced down, but the orew burnt 
it , borore being taken prisoner. 

The laot Gibraltar tc l:al ta oeblo 
hoe been cut about 50 ciloa north or 

Pantelloriti. 

SOc;aliland. 

Bir 1900 houro A.ugua t 16th 1100 
peraonnel including obeut 300 Abyaainian womon 
and children had aai led tor Adon . ill the 

wounded had bean evacuated , During tho cla.)' two 
Blanheime and one Am.erioan machine , with Pren oh 

orow, J:l&intained a standing patrol oftr Berbera 
to cover the ev~cuat1on . Fronoh crow ehot down 
one enemy a1rcratt . 



I 
On Aug'WI t l 7th llr1 tiah cruiaor 

bombo.rdod enemy poe1t1ono on coae tal road wee t 

ot Bu1har. 

} . Roytl Air P<>rco . 

111ght bombing operat1ona on Jwguet 

16th - 17th wore auccoeetul, h1ta were obtained 

en all pr1mary to.rgete and t'i rcs an4/or 

OXPloai one wore oboorvod in every caee , At 

Louna in particular , which wee banbed by 28 

&1rcra.tt , tirea were obaorved over the whole 

target area aHhough tull ex tent ot the damage 

could not be aeecHod owing to anti- aircraft 

tire and searchlighte . KI'llPP works , a ble.at 

turneco and t'actory aouth ot Uagdeburg , railwaye , 

mo tor roe.de and aevorol aerodromes were al.Bo 

at tacked. A Mceeorscholitt 110 ie r eportad ohct 

down near Jene . Yoetorday } Blenhoims attacked 

2 aorodrcces 1n northwoat llrance and returned 

eatoly. 

All e.erodl-omee reported dmagod are now 

eorvicable again and in uoo. Le.et night 100 

aircraft t'rom bcr.ibor command were engaged . 

Thirty- 1'1ve medill!l bombers were eent to eorodrolllA!o 

in northwest Prnnce , Holland and Belgiur.>, Sixty-

1'1 vo heavy bo<oboro wore deapatchod as tollowa: 

20 to oyntbotic oil plant aoutbwst ot Leipeilll 

20 to railway targo te , aircraft park.a and aoro­

dromo• in northweet Oermany, Holland , Belgillll; 

20 t o tho Kl'UPP work• and 5 min•leying, All 

aircre.tt have r e turned, 

Irv' 



In addition 7 medium bombere, eecortod 

b7 Blenhel..m tighter• aucceaat'Ully l>on!bed a dock 
at Boulogno. Hite wero obt ained on jetty and 

on a number ot eooplanea; both bank.a of tho dock 

woro aot on tire and are reported to be b\lrn1ng 

rroely. A11 our aircra1't rot\ll'T\ed, 

4 . Gemon Air Force, 

Yeatorday no important activity took 

placo and it ia oatimotcd th4t not JOOro than 50 

aircre.tt operated over thia country. Ari oner:iy 

eirorat·t "'ae a.hot down i n tho oarly morning by 

anti-aircrart tire at Southeapton. 

Last n1a:ht ocattored bombing occurred 
ovor moot ot England . Thie wo.a carried out by 

about 50 mach1nee aotins independently. up to 

tho present no 4emage or casual ties have boon 

reported except at Liverpool where there na eoco 

do.mo.go to a graving dock o.nd groin store . Ono 

enemy aircrai't wao &hot down by a ill enhoim ott 
L1ncolneh1re coaat. 

Air caauelt1ee: EllOlnl' 2, ilritieb nil . 

Shippins Oaousl.tiae . 

During 70a torde.y .. ve rsl. email .,. rchant 
ahipa wore attacked by aircre.tt in tho Irish Sea . 

I n add1 tion a ebip wao a ttnokod by a t l ying boat 

ott tha Hobridee . l\port tro1t1 one omaJ.l ilritioh 

ahip or 800 ton• hH 1n tho angina roOD and being 

t owocl/ 



towed into harbour , no damage has boon done . 

6. Ocean going ohipe in convo1 diochargod 
1n United Kingdom ports duril\g tho week ending 
August 10th 694, 515 tone ot oorso . 

Thie included the tollo~D& tonnagee: 
:I04, 7'6 of oil; 136, 526 of otool , aoi•op i ron 
and iron ore; 216 , 051 or cereals ano 99 , 200 

ot othor t'ood. 



Auguet 19th, 1940 

Dear Mr . Pre atdent , 

IRITllN l MIAalY, 

WAI Ml•CTOI . D. C. 

I enoloee here in the report 
on the mili t ary •ituat1on for the day 
or Auguet 15th. Por aome reeeon tbta 
report ••• aeleye<l in deop&tch end waa 
on ly rece i ved hero t his mornlng . 

Beljeve me, 

Deer Kr . Preetdent , 

Verf e1nc or e ly youi•e , 

REGRADED 
UNCLA~.:> 1 FJED 

The Honourable 

FranUin o. Roos evelt, 

Preeident or the United SLatda of Azterlce , 
1teahington, o . c . 



T•l•llJ'am deepatche4 from London 
In 1ven1ng or Auguet 19th, 1940 

l . !!!!!· l>>r1n1 the n18bt ot l}t!Vl4th 
August two de1troyor1 carr1•d out ewoop ott 
Texel. au 1n11111 trawlere and three z boat• 
encountered and engaged. Wiien 1llum1nated they 
r etired behind a amoke acroen. One trawl er 
and one I boat believed eunk. 

8 ... e niaht nine 11rcratt Of tleet a1r 
erm, of wh1ch t hrH torpedo-carrying , attacked 
eh1pp1n& ott .AuBUat•. !lo def inite rHulte 
obeerved but •ubaequent reoonnataeanc1 reported 
large merchant v••••l very lo• 1n the water. 
The thrH torpedo-oarr;ying •1rcratt were loet, 
but crew ot one reacued. 

8-rly ih1• mornin& Br1tiah merchant 
YHHl in Atlantio reported being followed by 
euap1ciou.e Yeeeel. 

2. Ronl Alr Pora. . Reeult• or ntgl>t boo:b1ns 
Auguet 13th/14t h 11nerall7 eatietaotory 1n 
ep1te or ba4 weather. rwo Germ.an al1&1n1um 
work• l ocated and bombed by five and tour 
atrorart reapeotively. Kany tire• and 

aqloaiona oau.eed et one worka an4 at other 
reaulte wiobaer Yad, Jllnker aircraft taot ortee 
a t De...., llJl4 at -.i'bura a\teoked b7 t welw 
alrerati , lar11 azploalon oauaad a\ ffoh llJl4 

oona14arabl• 4ama&1 eat taated. 

Pbot oaraph1o/ 



- 2-

Pbotoar•~hlo reconna1e1anoe ••• WJeuco•11t\Ll 

on account or the weather. 

Piat at 'l'urln e.n4 C•proni at Milan . At leaet 

twent7-eight aircratt located th••• taraeta. 

Fitton tone ot H.K. ud 800 lncendiariee dropped 

on each, tnajor bW"ete obeor•ed 1n target ar1a1. 

Road and rail 3unot1one aleo bombed ot Turin end • 
blaat t'llrnace attacked in vicinity . 

YHt•.rd&7 all mad.lua boir.bere retW'ned 

1atel1 troc oparet1one , thouah majority unable to 

reach ob3eot1••e owina to unta•ou~able weather. FoW' 

11rodrome1 in •orthern France how1Ter were attacked, 

at one ot • llioh bite obaernd on hanpre . In early 

al'tlMIOOD 6\lndarlmid alrcratt aacortina COnYOY Ort 

the waat coaet ot Scotland waa attacked by enemy 

toW'- anailled land plene. J:n-.r aircratt broke ott 

.... ....,., arter bainc bit; Sundarlend torcad to 

rat\ll'D owing to tank duaga troc cannon tire. 

Laat n1Cllt •1ChtJ-threa alroratt 1ent to 

1ttack an..,q aerodrome• and oil taraete 1n occllJ)1ad 
Prence and ra1lwa¥ tarpta 1n north weet Ge,,..,.,.. 
l'our a l.l"cratt 414 not. return. 

3. 9tE!l!D A1,r Poree. Now reported that Perhe.m 

1 .T. School wa1 bombed en att arnoon of Auauet l'th. 

Dea.al• caU8ed. to worbhop and 11v1ral lorriea;: 

c11ualtiea ten killed m>d twant7-thr"" wounded . 

~lttaaka 7••ta.rd&7 were on a much llllhter 

aaal• ab1a1'ly diraotad aplnat aarodr<1Dea , ten ot 
which auackad, llbccept tor t hrM airaratt dHt royad 

at laneton, -r• two en-.;, till>tan bPouabt down 

b;r 11'•""4 dat .. aaa, onl;r turtMl' 4- wu to twc 

ban pre/ 
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hanaar• and one •1releaa 1natallat1on. 

DuJ'ing the morning, 41ve-bomb1ng attacke 

oarrSed. out oo Polkeatone a.n4 Dover, where ••••n 

belloon• obot 4own. Ona 118'>hh1p wu ounlt. 

Other •necJ' b01Lbin1 reault• •• tollow1:-

8outhulpton, main line blocked , eome 4amap to 

prOJ)erty and tour alight caaualtiee; London­

Portemouth road blocked by unexplcx\ed bomba; 

Portland , aome dacage to public aervicee and 

naTal rea14encea, two ..... 11 naval cratt •lightl y 

4-aaercJ. Blaena•on, til"ea atarted at ateel 

work.I , aoo.n m:uleJ" control . 

Laot n18)1t ••r7 little •n•J11¥ actl•lty. 

Brltl•h report ot en..., air ceaualt1••• thirty 

d11troyed, ot which aaven bf ant1-a1rcratt 

lnclu41ng t wanty-nin• bombero, o18)1t probable 

oaaualttea , and nln• dam.apd.. our loeaea eight 

tl8)1tera, thrfe pilot• oat e. 

i.. Soma11lan4. AUtu•t 13th en..., agUn attacked 

our torwar4 poate ot '!'1141 Ar&an poe1tlon (eatrl4• 

Horgelea-Berbera Roea). HI• attorta wei;e halt­

he&rte4 end, attaclto alackene4. Enemy column 

moYement along 0011t roed ht.a reached point about 

alsht7 mil•• woat ot a.rbera. Ito M. T. an4 

tranaport ware -b•4 on Auall•t l}th an4 again on 

A-t 14th. 

laln col- operaunc hem Harplaa 

eet111Ate4 at eight colonial battalion• , prob1bl7 

tolll' black ahirt battallone, pack artillery, 

about three me41,. and twent7-tour lliht tacl<e • 

.anroxiaat• atr~h 10, 000. 00.• •ina col.­

eati.-te4/ 
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HUmated otronith l,l;OO, In odd1t1on 

re11rve1 1nclu41ng medium end pack 4rt1llory 
amou.nt to about ),000. 

Auguat 12th and 13th en""7 a1rora1't 
bcli"bed Berber• and machine-aunned two ot our 

airoratt which had torce-landod there. llo 

dam.lge to our alrora1't, but one enml1' a1rcra.rt 

d1oabled by t1ro t'r<lOl !lr1t1oh waroh1p and 

pilot oapturod, 

• 



-
lllTl lM I Ml.AllY. 

WAIMl lCTOI. 

A\llllllt 20th , 1940 

Dear Wr . Fre11Uent, 

I encloae herein a co~y or 
the la teat repor t on the wilit.•ry 

a1 t ust1on. Thia waa aent ort late 

laat n ignt . 

Believe nie , 

Dear Mr . Prea1dent, 

Very a incerely you.re, 

REGRADED 
UNCLAb.:>IFlED 

The Honourabl e 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Preatdent of the Un1ted Sta t ae or AmerJca , 

W8ah.ington, D. C. 



:'c:lei;ra oeratcl".'Jd fr.en i.o::. ... cn 
oo th• even1ne o:- oU£Ubt 19:.h. 

l .~. 

On tr~ eveo.1n e! AiJ ut.t 18t n 

ot-; <"J.iOcl ly l"- boet in thf' Att ntic . :'ht-e., 

houl'1.1 l,.t •• , l tt re11ortetl th' t uh hnd at.t•oktrd 

ttur U- bo.t 1th. de. th c:h.111•~a ilri~h riro.1delnt; 

reaU t.u . 

Bir.co the o~ rt or the ~ar 1 . to 

Au"-uct 14th ,. t.ott.1 e;t "4~ onou.y 11erohant 

ships or l , ~12,000 tona h•• been ounk , 
captured , eo1r.ed O!' ee~rQ;.· d . Q"" t.h1a totel 

C-or:-.en 2!'S , 000 Italian 
and 30, 000 tone neutr•l •1rvlor ene.ny co1.trol . 

2 . 9annl1lon4 . 

.. "he t·~cui..tio o" •ll ied &r..all 

outlyin..., 4ete1le. h s been Co::'l !.eJ ~ 1 le 

loss. . H'e1ovy loeaee are 'bel1e-ved to h&.\" 'been 

j nflic tecl on tho t:nem::; 11ho UJ.U not f'ollO\t u.' 

the final rt tire wnt. . A cltt 1011 tion part:r haa 

been lanu.od trgg Y. • • A. :.> . " t.ot. rt" . About 

6 ,o O trocr:>r. h-v• e~1 .. ed . SI.\,;. .. ort a~"'ot-doc1 

l>y ihe JCavy anu. Rcy111l A1r 01-00 oui•1nr.. tho 

ovo.ow.it1on \IU.D exoeedint,.11 orrootive . 

'/ 
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3. Roval Al r ..... rce . Bombing attac"a durini. the 

n1Sht ot Au!IU•t 17th-lvth wore V· r, ouoces1tul . 

8 a1rcrl>!'t bombo.i •)'lltnet1o oil 1>lont Southwest 

Leipzig and caueed heavy exploatone . Severe da....age 

wao also coJeed to a1rc~a£t dopota . 11 airoratt at­

tacAed K.ru~~ and h.Jte were ob1erved in the centre 

or the tnrget area . 3 othol' factories wcM also 

bombed . 25 eeroclromee in oOc!lPi•d territory were 

bacbed w1 th aattetactory reaul ta . ...:L-.,,e- 19.)'in& also 

wee aucceaetul . 

t.oet night ' e me~o1· proposed n1eht 

operations cancelled owins to bad weather , 4 
1'1'11tleye were eent to ..-urtn ancl ~ilen ; 20 llhltleys 

to attack al\l:lln1~ works 1n Southwest G~r::ian.v and 

10 1.ed1wo bo ... bera to attack E-boats and oh11•plng at 

Jloulogne . All <>W' machine• Mve returned . 

'• · o .. n:;a.r. Air ~oree . Further roporta on nttht 

bcmbln;: ot A'Jf!U&t 17th/A•.iguat lt>th state that 

incendiary b0<obe were dropped in 17oolw1ch without 

caueing caeuoltloe or damago; slight oaeuelt iee wePc 

al10 ce.J..Sed at Swanaoa and in Cheshire . 

During Friday's boa>binb 50 or our tra•~ir.g 

atrcratt were daatroyed on t.ha ground at 2 training 

aorodromee . Yeetordoy at &bout noon about 360 1.nerny 

aircrnr~ in 3 wavoe approached London f r oc the South­

eaat . Kenley aerod.roce a,pearcd to be the ... 1n 

objective , thoua;h the r1rat wave ca:ie nearer London 

botore be ing turned back . eombe were drop11ed. 1n 

South and Southweet euburba , end in 1;orthweet Kent 

a!ld Surrey , meny tailed to explode . Soo:e d&..a1e to 

1'&1lway trucka reeulted . All 1 . .aJor 1'1ree co· aeJ had 

been/ 
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been cY.tingu1ehed by evenin11 . In the early afternoon 

about 80 enemy oircra!'t ll18de nttllck in the P0 r te:mou th nrea 

and a similar n\L'lfiber approached the 'l'h.amea Estuary . 12 

ME 109 ' s attacked J.ianeton oerodrooe and dee&royed 2 ot 

our fighters . Towards 5. 30 p . m. another raid or nbout 

320 strong wee reported in the Thwneo Eatuary and Harwich 

areas . Surmnary of damage caused . 

Kenley Aerodrome , major damage reported and many 

casual tleo . 

Croydon , serious f ires ot airport were quickl~, 

undet· control; 12 casualties reported . Only 2 casualtioe 

1•cported and mi nor damage South London suburbs . 

Sevenoaks , f ire at gaeomoter in the gas works soon 

extlnguished. 

Thorney I sland aerodroMe , damage to hangers and 

3 aircraft destroyed . 

Ford aerodrome , large oil and petrol fires caueed . 

Gosport aer odrome , tlamas e to a tores work ('I . . . ... .. ) 

woe also caused to one R. A. P. wireless stat ion . 

Last .n1gllt enemy activity was widespread but 

again chiefly by single aircraft . Casual ties are 

believed to be slight and no major incident is reported . 

5. swnmary air casualties : 

by our fighters . 

Enemy bombers destroyed 
probable 

~'nemy fighters 59, 12, 

65, 
13; druiieged. 24; 
21 respecti vely ; 

Enemy unidentified 3, destroyed: 

by our o.nt1- aircr ett : enemy unidentified 13 destroyed: 

Total 140, 25 , 45 respectively . 

British casualties: ehot down 22 (12 pi l ots 

safe) , 1 reconna1eaance machine rn1aa1ns . 

6 ./ 



6 . Shirt '"lS ca aualtlee . Ply - boat , on Aui,'\lat 

14th, Britioh shi i: 2, 300 tone , inward bound 

oai~rying rJoe , not 1!'1. con•1oy tor1te..10ed. •nu aunk 

Hort hlreet • roachea; on Au&"U•t 15th Br1t1th sh.tr 

, 700 tone inward bou.nu torpe4oe~ and sunk l t\r.l.e 

erco . £4rly yee t erdey r.orning ~ritish •hip 4, 500 

tone out•er bound t OJ'Teaoed aa.;...e area . 

7 . Aden are• . On Ausuat 17th 2i tone of 
bombe wer e dro~ped on enei.iy troop b1ileta at 

•·ut:;etaa end t 1 ve ht•'f'Y bo::.bt.ra rea:1atered h.1 ta 

on suspected ; etrol dump in Eth1opio • 

...-ne1"Y loaeee by tyPee during per 1od 

Aueuat 8th to August 16th inclueive were aa tollowe: 
Long ron~e 'bor.-.bera 124 connr .. ed , 61 p•obabl l' 

deetr oyed, 81 da.maged; ehort ran e bo:nbere 

"'8 , 20, -'5 resrec t1vely; 

t ightera 21,d , 127, t>9 ree1 ectively; 

o ther t ypee 41 , 23, 19 ~tapectively : 

totals 501 con.tirmei.1, ,31 !=lrobabl)' ..icstr.:)'od , 

194 damaged . 
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l llllTllM lMI AllV. 

WAI HlllCTON, D.C. 

A~t 2lat, 1940 - ""------

Dear J.lr . Proa1dont, 

I enclose herein a copy o~ 
tho lot eat roport on t he c 111tory 
a1 tuat1on. Thia ,..,. eent off t rom 

London late on the c""n!ng or August 
20th. 

Believe ce , 

Dear Mr . President , 

REGRADED 
UN CL, ~ :> 1F1£.J 

Very ainceroly yours, 

The Honourable 

Fr~nk11n D. Roosevelt , 

Prea1dont or the United Statea ot Aoerlcn , 
Woahington , D. c. 

... 



Telegram despatched from London 

loto on the evening of AUSUSt 20 th. 

Jiavo.1 . 

H. ti. eubnar1ne Cochelot reports 

e1nlCing an enemy sul:lnar1ne off Lorient early 

thi s morning . There we1•e no aurvivora . 

2 . somnl1l o.nd . 

The second Bl.a.ck \'fatch with two 

eompan1ea of tho King 's Africon Rifle3 covered 

the t1ne.l stages of the wi thdrowal , and were 

heavi ly attacked on August 17th. The enemy 

Buffered severe casualties and did not follow 

UP their attack, Tho Blac.k Wo.tch ho.d 15 killed 

tmd 20 wounded . All the cnrrie re or anti- tonk 

end &nt1- o.ircratt gun& were eucccsst"Ull y er.ibc.rked 

and large quantities of other mechanical transport 

and e:mrunit i on were burnt . H. Id . Australian shlp 

Hobort succeaotully carried out demoli tions e.nd 

bombarded Berber a befor e a·niling. !Jore thnn 

5000 combatnnte i ncluding 175 casunltie s have 

been ee.fely l anded . 

3. Royal Air Poree . 

On tho nlght o:!' August 18th to 19t h 

our heavy bombers effect ively attacked an 

alwninium 'Nork& in Southwes t Germany , where 

fires ond explooi ons\ere seen nnd it is thought 

that an ammunition dump wee hit at Frieburg 

aorodro·me . An electro- chemical work& and another 

eorodromo/ 



oorod.rome wore also aucce&&t'ully attuckod . 

P.esults of un otrene1vo sortie et Boulogne 

wel"e 01 N'1cul t to a88&sa , ovr1ng to mist o.nd 

1rttonse and a ccurate ent1- o.1rcro.ft i 'it·e , 

o.nd searchlights , but sot:te nir crutt d ropped 

bombs in the to.rget o.r·eo.. BombG dropped by 

Whitleya burst on the Fiat factory causina 

sever al tires nnd cxplot:1ions , o.nd equo.lly good 

reeul ta v.-er·e obto..1ned at Uilc.n where one enemy 

ai nglo seater is believed to have been shot 

dof,'!'I . Yesterdoy l4 Blenhe1.m4 were deapatched 

against objectives in Ho r thr.·oet GGnnany, bu.t 

l eek of cloud cover prevented carrying out or 

the ope1•at1ons . One aircraft is missing. 

Laat night 147 bombel'8 were deepatcheO to the 

following object ives . For ty-nine Ble nheirnD 

oerodromes 1n Horthwost Prance , Holland and 

Belgium, 9 medium bomberB ah1pp1ng et Boulogne . 

Seventy- eight heavy bombe1•e as tollowa: 24 

11Gne1sene.u11 ut Kiel ; 16 Berlin eleetricel 

power otation near .oeosou; 12 oil Ii.ant in 

Hanover ; 14 oil store.go tank& Oironde Estuary; 

12 aqueduct Dortmund Canal ond railway t<>rgc ta 

llorthweet Germa.ny. Five h.ec.vy bombe:ro e.nd 6 

S1tord.1'1eh wore sent mine l&Y1na:. Th_ree- medium 

bombers ore miani ng o.nd one heavy bombe1• roi··ced 

londed in Hollond. 

Oennnn .Air Force . 

Fu.rthor reports of enemy bombing 

Auguot 18th o.o t'ollovm . Shoeburyneee, 150 bor:ibe 

dropped,/ 
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dropped; considerable domo.ge private property, 

some de.."Dage to the 1"etilr1oy and public eorvicos; 

oe.eu.el ties Glight . PaddockY1ood , minor damage 

t o rolling stock and permanent wo.y. Co.terhum 

over 50 H. E. dropped , only •light ee•ualties . 

Croydon, factory previously ment ioned again hit; 

considerable d.mnoge oleo to gae mains . southvteot 

London latest r eport 81 vce CEusual tiee 88 12 

killed and 40 major injuries . Hi ght or Augus t 

18 th to 19th s pnamodic bombing chiefl y in open 

districts. Ho mo.terial dam.o.gc nnd no co.Bu4l.tiea 

reported. 

Yeaterdoy morning , enemy o.ppeored 

chiefly engaged on air rnconnai saance . Raiding 

eta1•ted in the afternoon, but was carried out by 

single eircl'a.ft , mainly on t al'gets of a mili tary 

nature . T110 s alvos of: 8 bombs hit Acll.tiralty 

oil dopo t at Fernbroko dock 8 out of 12 tanlts 

\1ere net on tire but tire was under control earl y 

this r.i.orning. Some O&mo.ge wao c1l.uecd to buildings 

at lloval Aircraft Sta t i on a t Worthydo'"m and a 

omi thy at Chatham dockyard was wrecked , At a 

training o.erodr-ome 3 V/elling tona wei•e destroyed 

on the ground. 'l'r•O other e.e rodromea viere 

attacked , o.t o ne of' which oome civilian c asualtiee 

were eaueedJ at the other heavy domo.ge was done 

to barrack buildinga, 3 aircraft were damnged 

and crat·era wer e caused on aerodrome . Some 

demago woe done- to H• trncnta o.t Dover , •,vhere 6 

eailora and e ooldior were killed and ee veral 
wounded . 

Ulat/ 



Lo.et night , enemy o.cti •1ity was 

widesprec.a , but chiefly cc.i•r ied out by single 

ai1•oro.tt . Mitte l a.yins is suspected 1n several 

areas. Pollowins po.rticulo.ro 01· a.nmasa by areae : 

Derby , L . l!. and s . main line , Ul> and do\m 

dMloSOd, 

Dridlington, General Post Office oor.ipletely 

destroyed . 

Aerodrome in Yol'kehire oerioue fi re . 

Pembroke dock was again bombed but no 

particul ars of domnge ye t i·eooived. 

!). Su:imo.rY ot Air Cosual t.icu . 

6. 

Enemy: by fighters 

deatroyod l fighter , 4 bomber s 

(5 total.) , probabl e 1 b omber doetroyed 

and l bomber damaged, 

Our own: 3 fighter s (2 pilots oo.fe) . 4 

bombo~u not returned. 

Ethi opia. 

On Allguat 18th 4 1'/ellingtone bo1nbed 

hnnga:rs a t Addie Abo.ba o.nd n to.l'ted A pet.rel f'i r e . 

on the srur.o day, bombers o.nd t i ghter a assiateo 

the evtlcu.o.tion o r Som.aliland. One of our bombers 

\fas ohot dovm but crew are s ate . 

7, Aaeeerunent of ettoct of our bombing 

attacks i n enemy territory reported l est ITeek. 

Contimi&d that ms res ult of our bombing 

o-r Oc.nnl. viaauct aeroee the lil'r.a , all barge 

trart'!c ceaoed tor at loaat 12 days . 

The hi ghly nuccenatul results ot attack 

agninat/ 



quruot oil targets in Oironc!e estuary are 

confirmed , by photoaropn1e ruco1Ulo1eance . 

SOvoral to.nkD were burnt or damaged ca well 

as pert• ot plo.nt onO bu1161ng&. 
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..It;• et 

lllTllM lMIA.llT. 

WAINl•CTO•, o.e. 

-
AU&Uet 22nd, 1940. 

Dear Mr. President , 

I onoloee hereto a copy or 
the lotoot report on the m111tery 

a1tuai1on . Thie wee eent otr tro~ 

London leot n1aht . 

8ol1e•e me, 

Dear Mr. Preaiden;, 

REGRADED 
UN CL1'.b.:>1F 1ED 

Very sincerely youre, 

The Honourabl e 

Pranklin D. Rooaeve lt, 

Preo1dent or the United Stetee ot America, 

Wub1ngton, I) .. c. 



Telegram deopatched trom London 

on the evening or Au.gust Plat 

He val 

l. A..,.ly yesterday, Briti1h ahip 
"Tura.kina" (9 , 000 tone) reported that ehe wao 

bei114 tired on 330 Clileo we1t of North Ieland 
of Un Zealand . 

At 3 o. m. yesterday f leet a1r arm air­
craft on patr ol 1ttacked • ~-boats and dropped 
boc:Jbe noar enou.ah to ceuee 1upert1c1el damage . 

The ~-boats broko forreation ond 1118do tor 

Cherbourg. Other aircraft of fleet air arm 

ettaoked ehippins oft aouthweot llorw•y: one ship 
(3,000 tons} was hit with e bombs and a oil 
tankers were attacked . 

74 ocean going ahlpa in convoy, in­

cluding 18 tanker1 , have arrived aal'ely i n United 
Kingdom port s during the laat 2 dB.¥•· 

2. Royal Air Foroe . ll<lring the nieht 
of Auguot 19th/20th obout ~O aerodromes . mainly 
in Pr.nee and Holland, wore attacked. In sooe 
caaoa ro1ulta could not be 1oen, but in otbere 

tires wero started. The "One11enau11 •t Kiel 

could not be located , but 13 aircraft bombed tho 
harbour wtt~ good roaulta . The Berlin electric 

power etation w11 attacked by 8 oiroratt, a 

large/ 
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large explosion wae couaed and oxteneive tires 

br oke out . Oil t argets were attacked in Germany , 

and eapeoial ly eatistactory resul ts were ob ta ined 

at Gi ronde Ee t uary . Thi rteen airc r aft bombed 

target , which is thought to be completely destroyed . 

Fl ames rose to 2, 000 feet . Attacks oo rai lwny 

communicationa and on Ems Canal ere thought to have 

been succeaet"Ul. 

Yesterday 2 Bl enheims succesatully 

bombed the aerodromes at Ostend and Amsterdam, but 

l ast night el l operat ions were c ancelled owi ng t o 

bad weather. 

3, German Air Force . The tire at 

Yorkshire a erodrome was l eas serious than origi nally 

thought, and was soon unde r control . But at 

Pembroke dock, wher e 9 oi l tanks out of 10 were 

involved , the tire had not b een extinguished this 

morni ng , but is reported as under contr ol. 

Yeaterday enemy bombing acti vi ty was 

alight , bombs were dropped in South Walee t where 

ceaualties wore not numerous and i n Essex, com­

para tivel y no damage or caeu&l t i e& have been r e­

por ted. In the o.fternoon, about 190 aircraft 

croeeed near Dover, ond l ater an attack developed , 

by f i ghter s onl y , on Manston aerodrome . The r aid 

wsa interoepted by our fighter s ond 5 enemy ai r ­

c raft were &hot down . There was no drunage to 

material or peraonnol at the aerodrome . One train 

was attacked at Newton Abbot end 9 per sona were 

killed end 47 wounded . The line wee blooked but 1o 

now clear. Last/ 



Laat night, eno=,y activity ••• 
negllglble. 

4. Sur.mary or enemy air oaeuelties : 

Destroyed by our flghtore 7, probable 4, 

d&meaed 5 . 

Br1t11h Air Caeualtiea : 

2 fightora (1 pilot eare). 

5. Aime or German Air Poree . 

Attacks on thie country by Genaen Air ~orce 

have lately boon directed against aerodrooee 

ot Royal Air ~oroe . Long range bombere have 

pla,yed a ema.ll part in theae attacke. It 

would, therefore, appear th•t 1a:G:ed1ato aim ia 

to obtain, oven at great coat , air auporiority 

over Great Britain by uao ot short ranao bombere 

and tightera, relying upon areater numbera to 

d~aw our righter dorence1. Long rango bocnbera 

could then operate in force by day egoinot 

lnduatry end port1 with little interference. 

6. Attacka on trade. Although attacks 

were made on a convoys yaatorday enO 4 other 

ehipa were bombed , there were no caaualties 

beyond •light a .... ge to one 1h1p or 2,&GG tone . 

7. !!!!!a· Yeeterday 10 enemy bombere, 

eeoortod by eo fightere, bombed 2 aerodromes. 

Ono Blenhe1m waa destroyed end 5 othe r lircrt.r~ 

were domagod while on the 1round. 

Conaidorable/ 
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Considerable damage is ol eo reported 

to works and bu1ld1nae et one or theee a erodromes . 

The e~emy was engaged and diepersed by our 

t1ghter e , but there were no casual ties . 

Gi br altar . One enemy aircraft reported 

shot down during a raid last night , which caused 

no damage. 

Ethiopia . 5 8l enheima attacked 

Diredawa· on August 20th and dropped 21 tons of 

bombs on hangars and railway stations . One 

aircraft waa shot do~n by 2 Itali an fighters . 
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.a.c1et 

l•UTllM tMl.ASIY. 

WAt MUICTOW, O. C. 

-
Augu1t 22nd , 1940. 

Dear Mr. Preeident, 

I enclose herein e copy ot 

the lateet roport on the military 

situation. :h1o wa1 oen\ orf' Crom 

London early th11 even1na. 

Believe ae. 

Dea r Mr. Pree1deot, 

REGRADED 
UNCL1 b31FJED 

Very aineerely youre, 

Tho Honourable 

Frenkl1n D. Roosevelt, 

Pree1deat ot the Uo1 te4 Statea ot An:erlc4 , 

Weehingtoa, D. c. 



Telograri r eceived t rOM London 

on th• even1na ot Auguat 22nd. 

!la vol . 

Our a1roraf't on patrol Tuesday 

morning attacked 2 l arae deatroyors and l 
l arge eu'tl:a.r1no ott weat coest. ot DetD&rk. 'rhe 

O-bOat waa torcod to submerge and aircra.tt 
M gia t•red near oieeea on t.l:l.e d.oo troyer which 

was aleo cnchino-gunnod. 

Yeetordoy morning our air patrol 

reported e.n 8 , 000 tone transport, screened by 

4 destroyers , ot t '.'fea t Oormark; othe r airoratt 
aent to attQCk toiled t.o locate this rorco , bu.t 

bo:::bed without dot1:r:U.tA roaulta 4 enemy cerchant 

veaeolo . One or our airorat't attacked by 7 

w. E. 109'• tor 35 m.inut~e , ahOt down ono into 

the aeo.. 

A Brit1ah cr\Ueor WIUl unaucceoot"u1ly 
bombed b:t the enea.y yooterda.y a.t'tornoon in 

St. Ooorge ' a Channel; 3 t rawler-a we110 o.leo 
attacked in the er-A 1oc&l1ty, and one ene=y 

r.ach1ne wae b ol1oved to have boon h1 t. 

One m1nti eweep1ng trawle r waa bcmbod 

and aunlt ott Falmouth on th& night ot J.uguat 

20th . 

2./ 



2 . Royal Alr foroe . 

Twenty Blonholma wore deeputched 

yoate1·do.y to attack aorodromoa and other 

m111tary objectlvc• 1n Ge!T.14[1¥; e.l.l r eturned. 

fleather condi tlona were unrevoW'8ble and 14 

oould not coc~lote tholr tae"" , but hangCll'a 

"ere hit at } aerodromes . 

Last night some operotiona were 

ooncollod owi ng to bud wou ther , but 44 llMll>d•na 

l ett to attack "" oll target at Ungdeburg ond 

llttlng plante on ~1ttol411d o11nal . All oxcopt 

ono returned. Six codium bocbera were eont 

against eerocb'o::lea , and one other to ahipplng 

at iloulogne . Flvo Swordti ah went on m1no-loy1ng 

operati ons , one or them did not return. 

3, Gennon Alr Force, 

A l argo number or attacks by single 

enemy aircratt took pleco yosterday during 

dayl13ht over a wide area , and extended to Sollly 

Islands , ~here an R. A. Y. wireless etot1on woa 

dllr.aged. There waa no 1.cij)ortant dor.age to 

military object1voe , but 1nd1acrilnlnato bombing 

and machine gunning ot open t ovma couaod 19 

tutal oasualtlca , Vo.1•1ous oerodromee wero 

attacked with little r.;ault , but at one or them 

22 caeualtiea occurred , and at Royel !'avel 

Trn1n1ng Eatnbl1alnont at s;cegneaa conaiderable 

domage to build1Dg• and eerv icea put ono-third 

or tha c nmp temporCll'ily out ot action. 

The fi re at Peinb1•oko dock , a tu1•tod on 

Monday , aaaume(l a. more e oriouo cho1•uo tor 

yoateNR,l'/ 



yeste rday evening , ovring to e. change in the 

di r ec tion of the IVind, and wne 111st r eported 

burning :t'uriousl y and out ot control . 

Last night only about 30 enemy 

aircraft were operating and , tor the most 

po.rt, singly. llo dwnnge is yet r eported. 

4 . Swmnorv of Air Casual t i e s . 

Enemy: destroyed 13 , probabl e 2 , damaged 2. 

Bri tish: l fighte r (pil ot enfe), 2 bombers 

mi s sing. 

5 . Ethi opia. 

Sever al aerodromes 1Vere attacked 

by bombe r s of South African Air Force on Augus t 

19th. One Italian bombe r was dwnaged , and hits 

are r eported on other targets . On Augus t 20th 

3 he11vy b ombers registered hits on railway 

buil dings and track at Kaasala station. 

Gibraltar. 

On t he night of August 20th to 21st 

2 r a ids were carried out by single Italian 

aircrll.t' t against the harbour• and upper rock. 

Damage wee al ight , and there were no casual ties . 

The first aircr aft was s hot down by anti- aircraft 

f'1re . 
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QUAP.l 
AU§Uat 24th ,~ 

lllTllN llllAllY, 

WAI MI MCTOI , O. C. 

Deer Mr, Prceident, 

I enclo•• heroin 8 copy or 
the lateet report. on t..he 111111 t.!!ll"y 

s1 tuation . Thi• •81 eent oft late 

lut night . 

~elieve me , 

Dear kr . Pre11dent, 

v~ry alncerely yours, 

The Hn-nourable 

Pran~l1n D. Roosevelt, 

President or the United Ste~ee or America , 



TeleiJ'9lo• d••• .. tcf.a.J troc. LonJon 

on evening of AuguH 2}r , lJ~O 

At 9 .24 yesterday, the J:Ast -bound Channel 
convoy , when ott Polkeatono , ca1.e under lon~ range 
ertillery tl ·e trcxi the neighbourhood ot Grill l:ez . 
The bombard.oent continued until 12 . l,, the convoy 
the:\ Mving r echecl .:leal; lCo round we1•e ffrocl 
•J>!'ar•r.tly in 4- eun ealvoe . 

An en••l\Y battel'y ot 4 gune and another or 
3 HW'l• we:oe obaerveJ , t"irlng wae a ... ort •t !'!.rat but. 
later straddled the convny. 2 shelle landed ln 
DoVLr )'.arbour . 

Al tho ugh there were eovcral near tn1ecee , 
no d&.·.aae wee trt"'.\ 1cted on the c~nvcy o?" eac rt . 

Soon after mid-day an eir 8ttack waa 
.Ade on the eL-..e cCtnv~y, but tl.1e wae 1lao 
inet rective •nu r eeulted in no dlJ!l&ge to ah1iv1ng . 

ln the evening Dover w~a ahelle~, l• 
hours by 2 enemy long r•ngo ~-une rtrin~ e1n.µy from 
the n•1Ghb"ur'ood or Cale1e . 2} roun'• Cell ln the 
beck or the t own c1u1ing 111g.1.t caaualt1ee, ar..ion~et 

which were l 11rr.y and 2 navAl ott1cer• killed . 
Cona14erable 4*u~£• waa done to rroport~ anl £&& r-1nL . 
2 . RoJ"l Air Force . 

heavy clou'18 an .. ra 1n tw.u-;iere\I. bCll .. bing 
operations clurins. the n1Kht ot Au&uet 2lat/22nd but 
30 aircraft carried out their t••~• · 10 tone or 

bomb•/ 
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bombe wero dropped on aynthetio oil pl ant at 

Jdagdeburg caue1ng fives and heavy eAploatone . A 

mine was _.ropped i n Mitteland canal &n~ a d1~ect 

hit and several neAr 111.isees were obt ained. on 

s hi p line and look gllt er. . An oil r et'i nor·y n t 

Hanover , marshall ing yo.rd antl two ae1•0J.roo:ee 

elsewhere were also bombed. Hsng!1..re Md a 

probable petrol dump vrere eet on ti ... e at 2 

aeordromco by 00-0.s tal co.mnan<l Blenheim& . scene 

tninee wePe e leo l aid succecsful l:,• . 

Du.,~ing the day weather conditions 

i•revented t"ulf1lrnent ot most tasks , but one 

o.erodrau& was boo.bod, photogre.phe "ere taken of 

gun emplacement a t Cllp Grta ?Je.c: and en enemy 2 

seoter bipl one was shot down into the sea oft 

Hevre . All our aircr~ft ~otU!'neu enfaly. 

La.at night 103 atror~tt were 

despatched; all r~ turne~ 6afely . Object i ves 

·11·e?'e R B :rollowe : 

Forty- e1x Blenha1rns , encr.i.y oerod.ro~es ; 

six Yfell1 gtons , a oynthet ic oil p l ant ; 

10 i'iellingtons , reilwey t ergc te; 24 Remp<lene , 

air component rac tory a t Frankfort ; t1vc 

Battles, shipping aoulogne InrbOW' i twelve 

Hampdona , mino-layin& . 

3 . Ot!tirnan ;\~ 1" Force. 

The attack on the Channel convoy 

yeeterda.:t by about 30 eneu.y a.it'cr&tt wee 

intercept~d and J1speraed by our fighters . One 

enemy wee destr oyed, two more probable 

caeWllt ies; our l oeeoa were two Spitfires . 

Other ene!ilY activi ty we& el1ght and ri>O&tly 

oonfine<I,/ 



_,_ 
cont1ned to &inele aircr~tt , althoue;h towarde 

eveninz ubout 30 enert~ rnaoh1nea cro~aed the 

aircraft approachea nnd bombing w~a reportel et 

Dover , Deal and Manston . A few 1nt~~cept1ona 

r1ere trade by ow• fight.,.z.•e . 

A<lditional l.ncid•nta . ,\ train woo 

10.achjne- gunned in Son.eraet , no eeeualt1tJG; 

the fire a t Pembroke dock is &till burning; 

the GrL& t Weetc!'n Ra i lway main line at 1;ewton 

Abbot is l ikel y to be out of order for so;ue 

time; PU.rley \Jay ie temporarily closed O\Ying 

to exploeion of delayed action bomb. Last night 

enemy ac tivity although ccntined alt1.oat entirely 

to raids by eincle nircr sft , was on a l arger 

scal e o.nd more \'/!despread than uoual . Bo:nbs 

were d.rop!)ed in northern end north- eastern 

London suburbs , casualties ~nd damage so fer 

repor ted as slight . one hangar was set on 

tire but wee ext1ngui shed at Pilton; and nec..r 

Alderehot 9 t r ucks or an attl!tiwt1t1on train 
' were set on t1re . Other 81'8.&Jiodic bot;1bi nb 

took plac e over a wide srea, and lltine- 1.:iylnb 

is suspected i n the ~hawea ~etuary rma ott 

the r.:ost Coat1t . 

Swnmary of air caaualti~s . ~"nea~ . 

Des t royed . BY our fighter& 3 fighters and } 

bo:nb e!'& ; total ei.x. . Probable . 3 fighters 

l bomber , total 4 . Our own . 5 fighters 

{3 p i l ots safe) . 



' . Shir n . ca1u.alti• One B,.lt l&h et.1;: 
(1700 tone) carr Ins cool wu bOlubod Mnu aunk ln 
vt . ~•orgea Cha.nnel ; one .en ·•• ~illed emu ten 
•re m1ea1n11 . 

6 . w1.dle &••t . L1bva . On tho ~let o Blenhoims 
dfastro)"tal 3 u:ie ._ 'bow.ivrE on the 0 roun..i &t •n 
Italian aerodromu . All r e tUJ"n&Q eti:•"ely . 

'ud•n. On the 17th 3 heavy bomber• 
carried out • lo level •ttaCA on Y.ueaal• tort . 
All boi::ba tell 111 t.he t,erget area a.ntl it11 tte1·e 

regiatered n tho tort . 

~· On •he l~th, •lrcratt or the 
South A.tl"1can A1r ore• regiate~ d 1~• n tho 

J Gleo '"c<L; e:i 
'uol otocka and one..,y drcrart at 5 Italia" 
••rodror:•~ 1n E<'ippia . 

Albania . ~ha Italian nlnet•enth 
Intantr# 41vJa1on ~'ld. one hunJ.red ~~ t .1 rt~-
tJ1~at armouruJ. division have t"1.;>ved up nwer tn&i 
Jreek t'ront1er ; there are aleo roportc ut 
f\lrthcar It•~ an troo~ ~4ven.enta to•&J"'J.a the 
Greek: rro:\tier . 
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IJtlT ll H lMIAllY. 

WAINUICTON, D.C. f \ 

~ 

··~" "'" '"" 1f ,J 
Dear Mr . Proeident , 

I enclose herein a copy 
ot tho latoet report on tho ut.111tery 
aituetion. Thia wae eent ort trom 

London late laat n18'>t . 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Preeident, 

Very e1ncorely yours, 

REGRADED 
UNCLA531F IED 

Tho Honourable 

Pra.nk.l1n D. Roosevel~. 

Proa1dent or the Un1 tad Sta tee ot Atne.rioa, 

ll'eahington, D. c. 

.. 



Telesram deapatohed rrom London 
late on the evening or August £4th 

l . !!!.!!!.· H. 11. Destroyer 
"Hoet.1le" mi ned and sunk orr Cepe Bon 
Tunhia ••rly Ausuot 23rd . !lo detailed report 
yet i•eceived but. aurv1vore were picked up by 
accompanying de1troyer1. 

On AU$'l8t 23rd three Swordri•h eir­
crat't supported by Royal Air Force aircraft 
made torpedo attacks on Bomba Liby• &inking 
one Iteli&n 4eatroyer one depot ship and two 
aubmer1nea . All aircra.tt returned . 

B. Royol Air Porco . Vollowins 
results obaerved during operation• night or 
August 22nd/ 23r d. Firea on ei0bt out ot 
seventeen aerodromes attacked . Fire and ax­
pl ooion in oi l plant at Bottrop and firoa on 
railway targets . Fires obeerved on explosive 
factorv near Prankf'Urt and Cologne power 
station and Dui obur g-Ruhror t inl and ports . 
Reaulte or att acks on Frankt'Urt and Bouloan• 
harbour not obearved duo t o weBther conditiona . 

During August 25 twenty- one Blonhe1ma 
attacked enemy-occupied aerodromes and Dieppe 
harbour and various com:mlnicationa . Six 
Bottles troi• Coaotal C°""'8Jld attacked 1!-boata 
in Boulosno harboul' . One Blenhe im a nd two 
Ba ttlea t111aing. 

During/ 
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Duri ng th• night or Auouat 23rd-24th 

85 .Urora!'t attacked en•JllY occupied aarodrociee. 

gun emplac..,,ente et Cape Oria Hez, oi l plant at 

Magdeburg , marshall ing yarda at Mannheim and laid 

mine• i n certain areae . All ai rcraft returned 

but repo r t s not yet available. 

3. 00I"1an Air I•oroe . During Augus t 

23rd sporadic reide 111ade by enemy e.ir oratt 

opera tins eingly . Bombe cauaad aoae d&:lUlge but 

no ca.aualtiee at Werwick end Lee.It.lngton, one 

casualty a t Daventry. 23 people killed and 12 

injured in a t t ack on !law Milton {ilan t a) . 

Dur ing night of Augus t 23r d- 24th light 

enemy raids reported in south 'l!alee , Bri stol 

Channel , Somerset, Cornwall , Midlands , ?;orthesat 

Coaat , Eas t Anglia and Kent . On pr evious night 

bombs cawied da:nage to coenunicationo aod gae 

main• at Birmingham, t wo casualt i e s . Wembley 

dist r i ct wa t er supply seri ousl y daraaged end two 

oir oraft end t wo hongo r a des troyed at Mans t on 

eerodrome . 

Attack previoualy reported on Perr.broke 

Dock reaul ted in l oee or 5 oil tanlr.o , nine tank• 

intact and t wo etill burn i ng. Some eaoueltiee to 

t'i r e righters . 

4. SUlllllory of' air caaua l t ies 

Enemy. By our fight ers 2 bomboro 

do1troyod by an ti -nirora~t r lre l bomber , total 3. 

OUr own. a bombe r a reported above 

de1tro7ed at Manston aerodrome. 

&./ 
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5. Shipping cnsualtiea. One Brit ish 

ship (6 , 700 tons) sunk by ene~y air attacks 

in tAoray Firth ano another aet on r1re. Three 

ship• attscked by aircraft i n St . Geor ge's 

Channel without result . 

6 . Convoy of 2S ahips i nclud ing 24 

British baa a r rived in United Kingdom porto . 

Convoy includes 3 tankers _, 4 cargoes ot grain, 

and 8 of pit -props . 

7. Libya . On night of Augus t 2lot-

22nd one British sircr sft destroyed 6 enemy 

sea plnnos et Bomba seaplane base . August 22nd 

successful attacks made on 70 airers.ft At El 

Adam snd on ah1pp1ng and etrcror t at Derna . All 

our aircrsft returned . 

There is no evidence of preparei1ona 

for launching ot major oftensive for Libya 

wi thin next 3 or 4 weeks . 

8. ~eat Atrica. Auguot 2nd ( ? 22nd) 

our 81rcratt attacked Maaaawa, Wells pnd enemy 

position south ot Moyale and aerodromes . 

9 . Enemy ~ircra.ft bombed Alexandria 

on night of August 22nd- 23rd causing l1ttlo 

damage nnd no eaeualtiea . 
10 . F.!nemy a i roro.f t ttpproach.od Mal ta oo 

August 23rd but mode no attack. 



I - · 
llUTllM lMIAllY. 

WAIM l• Cto• . O. C. 

Auguot 26th, 1940. 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enclo10 herein o copy ot 

the letoat report on ihe m111ter1 

situation. Thia ••• aeot ott from 

London early thl1 •orntna. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Preaident, 

REGRADED 
UNCLAb.:31FIED 

The Honour8ble 

Frenklln o. Roosevelt, 

Pre1ldent ot the United Stato1 or Aoertca, 

Waah1nJtoo , D. c. 



':'elegrea cl••i•tot .. d trom London 

••rly in the morning ot 4ugu&t 26th , 1)40 

1 . l!!!!!.· 
H1• M•~o•ty ' a Sloop "Pen:ance" sunk by 

U-boat 650 111loa ott Irelar.d on A~i;ust 24th wililat 

on conT:>:t eec::irt . ro aurv1 vora reported. 

Report 3uet r\,:C~1ved ot ··orwe£ia.n ehtr 

(6ooo tone) eunk without warning by ene:o; ra1;1er on 

Auruat 4th 950 mil e eouth >:eat or 3..r::;uda . 

Survivors 111nded Gibraltar Aueuat 23rd reported 

raider a ehip about 4000 tone . 

Two deetroyors, dMioged in ene.lt\$ air 

attaca. on Porta1n.outh doe,cyar ... t ytteterday, one 

ser io-,ely . Soa:o d11Aoao to dockyard bu1ld1noa , but 

no vHal torso ta •it . 24 killed and 42 injured 1n 

dacQard area . 

Armed trawler deatr~yed. one en~ 

a1.rcr ~t end ;~obebly another when at~ac,ed 1n hc:&.e 

waters yesterday . 

2 . !l0 yal Air .-~roe . 

Durinu night ot August 23rd-Auguet 24th , 

fil"ea and oxploe1one wore obeorved. on L.ajority ot 

20 oner.iy- occu.:piod eerodron1ea .11ttec:Ked. . 011 t !lrgc t 

at la&'tleburg, 111ar1halling ;yttr<l at 11annhe1m, anll 

Brest , Dterpe harbo\1.1•1 •Ol"I •lao ""1.!t . s.tine l1y1ne 

aucceaat\&11¥ oor t4 out . 

TWo •n•.1n1 ~•rod.ro •• and o.~e aearl•~• 

baae bcial;ed by Ro;rol Air .. orce yeaterday . Reaulto 

unobserved . 
144/ 
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144 Br1tiah bo1.ibet•a attacked. enerr..y­

occupied aerodronee , oil t rgeta , oomrJunieat!ons 

and .munitions toctor1ee last night . No reports 

yet rccoived . Two bombers miaeing. 'l'en bon.bera 

also attacked oircrll.ft factory near Uilan , returned 

safely . ~eports not yet available . 

} . Gc~nan Air Force . 

About 500 ene1q a 1rcraft at tacked 

British Isles on August 24th . 6 attacks , coini:·r1s1n£ 

between 30 and 80 aircra:ft each, were r:..ade en 

south East area , 1ncludino heavy attac~ on Rai.1.&gate , 

and a particularly heavy attac:x. on Portaa1ou1.h area . 

Our fighters intercepted and dispersed these raictB , 

the laat of which cr oeeed tho coast near Dover , 

turning away in l.'aee of our tighter• without 

apparently attacking any objective. Heavy nroe 

end damage eaua8d by 2 ene.;cy" attack& on ~aneton 

eerodrone , Airport bu1ld1nge en l A.R . p . personne l 

machine gunn&d by low flying airers.ft at RaJ .. sg&tf , 

.here m111to.ry anel navo.l headquttrte1·s anU cueto.nt­

house wero d..p.n:oged by bo; •• be , and gas enll wat'er 

tne1ne tractw-ed . Casualties here reported 20 

killed and t•-2 wounded. North Weald aerodrome 

and a erodrOMe in Glam.orga.n d&Juaged . H .~ . end 

incendio.r !' bombs caused. r1r ee at P.oPtecouth , 

Ylh1ch \1ero quietly t:ot u.nder control . .-tailway 

clamagcd. ~xolusi•e or dolcyard caaualtiea, 49 

were l<illed and abou t 250 injuNhl (most of theae 

wero due to direct hit on cinema) . One killed 

and three wounded ut Great Yar~outb . One killed 

at Dover by croB&-Chonnel shelling. 

Poe1t1c-n/ 
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Poa1tton 1t Joe .bro¥.:e !>ock. n "" .u.ch 1.m.rrovtH. 

l!opecl to 11vo a t loaat. 7 tanlce a.nJ to aalve quantity or 
oil r°'1 the r.ioat . 

!nr.":Y air- 1ct.lvlt:.· on an if1crct11aed acalo ltet 

night , bOi .b1 ceuued ttr 1 Sn cit;.' ot l.onJon end 1olv1t 

Indian Docka , wh i ch are now under con trol . Sma.11 r1rc1 also 

in Eaate~n d!atrtc te or London . &oall area ot the City 

tui; orartly cl osed •• l t- caution a,.atnat \lflexplou.e bomb• . 

Sol:.ba lao dropped 1n soutl~:weat eu.bur\11 . caaualt101 not 

yet Known . Other 1112rort.1nt a t tack• wtro acainet terao~• in 

W1d.lande ond ·.rynos1U1, but ca eualti(,:• ''ntJ d&.;J..(lge were not 
prop0r t l nately heavy. 

i. . §2!""·~1 of air caaualtl a . 

Ene . .y Deetr 2:t:e.1. I-rob•ble Dn: .. sgod 

By our 1'111htore 17 'b011bore 3 bomber• 6 bonbora 
By our 1'11>htere 23 t1o;ntero 10 .l'll;)l ere 9 1'1gi.tore 

By ant1- •1rcr .tt 
tire one tour nil 

(type or a 1rora.1't unmown) 

Total 41 17 15 
In ad(l.1 ti on , 2 en•tn1 bomb era t houbh t to have been 

destroyed by our !"1.,..t.e!"'a durL.'1g l at nigh!. ' a a acka . 

3~1t1 nh : 20 r1ghtero , (14 filot• aavod) . 

5. Shi rn1ns casualtira . 

1 British ahip (10, 0.0 tone) torpedoed • nd •un~ 

1..~ 1>o1.a watero n1.;bt o> 23r<l,/24t~ . 2 oth• r ah1pa (total 

11, 000 tone) 1n the ,.._ e con•o7 dsu.s.N . l Er1t.1oh •?\.if 

(5, 000 tono) damaged by toi,-edo in home water~ :;uet•rJ.ay. 

l Pano111anlo.n eblp (4, 000 tono) sunk 'bY tor pedo 340 01il•1 

Weet or Ireland on A~.-u~t 20th . 1 aUd1t1onal Br1t1ah ahip 

(5, 000 ton•) also eunk 1n en~ air attac' in ~ora~ i~th , 

rec rd•d tn i.:aragrarh 5 ot .;,.y 1Dne41atel y ! rece4.1na telegra= . 

6 ./ 



6 . "1ll!· 
6 enmcy bombera , su.·ported by 16 

tishtere , atl~" •J. an l olit;htl;r cla. .• s 0 ed 

aerodrom • :101 tordl\Y . 1.'our J'urricanPa 

i ntercepted and ehot down l I talian Ciuntur . 

7, Libya . 

one "Bombay" a!.tacked '!'obr.ik t!Jt.J'bOur 

ni ;;llt ot l 3rJ/24th caue!ng t!r e . 

o. Sudan . 

tne. :: boa.bed Y.harto1,,...7. &!"(:& w1 tho•Jt. 

reeult , llin J Omdu:r.'"\&l\ •here eou.e civilian 

caeuelt1ee roeult~'<l . 
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t•fTllM ClllAllW'. 

WAIMUlCTOlll. O. C . 

Auguet 27th, 1940 

Dou 11r. P..ee10ent, 

I encloee hel'ein • copy or 

the lateet report on tho 111111 tery 

eituation. Thie wee eent o~ rrom LOndon 

early thia morning. 

Bel1en ,.., 

Doer llr. Pl'Oeident, 

Ver-¥ aineerely your• , 

The Honourable 

Pranltli n D • .Rooeewelt , 

Pl'OeiOent or the Ulli ted Sta t ee or Miorica, 

Waehington, D. c. 

I 



!el•P'UI Hn\ ott tr. London 

in the •niJll or Allpa\ 27th, 1940 

l. ll!ll· 11•41terrenean. llul"1ng the Dillb\ 

or Ausuet 231'<1/24tb fi T• 4eetrQ¥ere eucceeet'Ull7 

at\eoke4 •ee.pl.- bue •' 8-ba, llD4 2 ehipe 

boa....s-4 •llor• tara•t• an4 \rooP concentrationa 

a\ Bal'41a. 

J.111bt roroe• baft carr1e4 oat • neep 

... , or Crew but llD •noountere with ene117 

YeHel• haY• been repor\e4. on Auauet 22n11 a 

14 inch sun llOUDte4 111 \he T1c1n1 tJ' or l>oYer 

repl1e4 t o 0•- nre t'rolll Prencb ooaat . Oar 

t 1r1na wae onlJ' prel1111narJ' an4 no atie~t •' 

a Hr1oua bo~arlHnt waa -; &tier a tn 

roan4a ba4 bHll t1re4, 50 boeUl• aircraft 

\ook ott an4 our 9J10tt1na aeroplane wae 

reoalle4. 

2. '"'\ 41r loru. Darina the Dillbt ot 

Allpet 24~25th an Ualian air cc,.nen\ 

taotol'J' na -o•utllllJ' looate4 llD4 atwoke4, 

••41• 'bombere alao b-4 16 enaiQ' uro­

U-a, a partioularlJ' llll•YJ' attack beilll •4e 

aa111nat D1nar4 .. ~. 'l'he sun -1•­

-•• et 01111 Oria ... •- alao b-4. A 

Ma'IJ' Hal• •"Ult bJ' •• ..,. ...., ........ 

.. aiaat Jla18ler a- tutol'J' et lhttprt 

_.. lar .. •JPluion ,.. -"'L Otbar 

~ tusete t1111o1a ,.,. 1111a111 ..... 

aleotr1Hl/ 

-
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•l•atl'iaal polNr atatioA al Celo1D9, Ul4 oil 

naau Ul4 •mUiou ftrl<a .i.-.... Owl.1111 to 

Ull1'8TOll1'1lbla "•tiler 10 airorat't could DOI 

l ooate lbair taraeia a1l4 brouabt their bod>• 

baok. 111•1¢1111 OD • larpr acale lben uaual 

•U carr1•4 oat euoa•u:tUl.17. 

T••l•rdaJ 7 B18111Miat attacked 6 

- ·--; all ... -d ·~•17· 
Lui lllp& 116 aarapl&De8 ....... At 

""'· 12 •41- -r• to eero-•, - 35 

bH'17 ...S b6 •41• ta ler l1A, where obJeaUTH 

wwre eleatrioal ha\ol'ieo , Ibo power ataUoA, 

Ul4 ail'l'Ort. Otbar -'17 bollbero wero aent to 

attaok railwq tar1eta, llD4 24 1118411111 bombere 

of t be Coaotal CoWlllUld to attack &hipping , oil 

tar1ote, 1111J'hae orat't, a1l4 HIQ>l&De• 1n 1'ortbera 

heAob ba'b"'21'•• ,.,. .. tlle•• oper atiou 2 

Bl-1- &rl 111•1Aa, Ul4 3 B-tlaAI baft 

1.- 1A Ula •• of which tba crn of - i• ~ • • 

J . OF P Air lo"'· 
.f.upa& 21atb. A& a 8m'l'Q' aare- OA 

'llbiob 200 "' 300 1.11. - -ral tboaaM 

i~U'J' Mmba - Clftppe4, tbaro ft8 DO 

...... '° all'Ol'aft or bupn. The pow .. 

atatiOA .... HIL'iov.•17 4aapdj - alM -.iAI ot 

iNblio 181"110Ho OanaltlH at Port-tb are 

- pftA .. 93 k111•4, 191 ... - ... - 700 

-lau, A• ...... ,. at 1 ... 1 2'0 -· 'ftl'a 

4rapp•IJ all ti.roe _.. pat oat; c-4orabl• 

-.. ,... - ta - .. pl'OPU'\7, bul tbaro 

l• - 41tt1•1'7 1A ~ ,. -·-

hmU•~ 
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t-1liea. •ill>t ot A'lll"• t 24tlV25ili, al tboaP 

boelbina wu w14eeprea4, 4-41• wu not 

preport1cmate t o the 'bol6• dropped. Pl'1nc1pal 

at\ack na on THeide •bel'•-_. .... 4-

to ... work•, electrio oebl•• and public 

aerT1oea1 a nitric aoid plant ••• badlT 

dalmaed and • towi41'7 .s-111111e4, c.....iti .. 

in till• .,... 7 lc1lled, abo11t 85 'l'Ollllde<l, and 

100 rendered ~1.... Damaae in th• 1114lan4• 

.... •l111>t. All n ........ erli,....lahed 1n 

London DooU .... a ; •- - .. i• reported 

to nbllrban reilftT line•. n.. Portalollth 

road, w!Uoh had been oloaed, i• - oleal'. A 

rallwaT line l..n Soaili WalH waa tmporal'llT 

'blocked and the Great •orth Road 111191' Barwiolt 

i • e:r;peoted to be olHad tor 4 cla.Y•, Caaual­

t1H 1n London, S1441eH:r. and 8UJ'l'eT .... 9 

ltllled and 58 hoepi tal oaaea. All&'l•t 2Sth. 

Jneiq aot.1 T1 tT Ill> to 5 p.a. n• a11pt. 

Alloat 180 allllm!T a1roratt Ulen appl'Hched 

8011U. WHt CoMt; °"" t111>tel'8 repul•ad till• 

•ttack, O.atroTina llPPl'..U-hlT 40 -

aircraft and J1111'8111na th• oat to ••· 

"'1-U..r _., actiT1tT 1nTolY1q about 80 

a1roratt .... reported OHi' -th lut Cout 

41!.rilll Ula 8ftll1111Jl thH8 raldeH were 

at\aolr: .. by Olll' filbt.,.• and oanalt1ee 

1.ntUo-. ' urodl'-• ....,. reported u 

haT111C bffll attaoltad. •ipt ot Aapat 25tlV 

~ ..., actiT1'7 .... on a larp •aal• 
-u1 2 a.a., 1aPp -*9n ot airorett --... 

r... Bolla4 and Bn•t, Ol'He1 ... Ula oo&et 

•ti 

I 



at ..,_..ou• pointe. llin.la.J'ina wee 8118pected 

Z'Oun4 South But and Sa•t Coute. Bil""'"PH 

&rH heartl7 boalbed and d&lla11• C&UHd to 

f'aotoriee , but particular• not yet &Yailable . 

Some Sollth Coaat town& wore attacked, and in 

London area boal>a were dl'opped in South Weet and 

lforthern auburban areu. An aerodrome in Berke 

••• alao attacked. 

4. 8'!Tf!Y o'f air ypaltie1. 

llnem7 caaual tiee, b;v our f'iibtora; 

bod>ore deetro7ed 8 , probable 2, damqed 2; 

f'iptere 38, 1.3, 14 reepectivelJ'J anepecif'ied l, 

nil , nil, reapeotinl:r; by our anti- aircrert, 

unepeoif'ied 6, deatro7ed; total 5.3 deatro7ed, 

15 probable, 16 damaged. 

Bl'1t1eh caaualtiee1 16 f'iibt•ra (10 

pilots killed or llieeing); 2 boa!bere miuing; 

.3 b-ere loat. 

5, Bh1pp1g Cyualtie1, 

B7 U-boat•1 :reet•l'da7 ODAI Br1 tieh ehip 

( 5, 700 tona) an4 ODA1 tmilter (6,800 tona) l ho•­
ward bound in OOm'07 were - in Horth Weetern 

Approachea. Another tmilter (7, 500 tona) ne 

torpedoed •- af'tel'noon ott weet CoHt of' 

Bootland. 2 other Br1t1eh ahipe, total tonn&11• 

9,200 tona, not in oonY07, were torpedoed of'f' 

'lfeet Ooaat of' Iffland. OM le reported einld.ng. 

111' airorart1- AA - ahip waa Hported 

- ott ll'ortll 'lfnt Bootl&ll4, IUl4 a -11 Brl tleh 

eh1p (500 tona) waa ••t on 1'1H in st. Georse• 
Ol!-e1 • Otll8r ilhlpe ...... -OOHehll,:r attaol<e4 

in tbi• uea llD4 &leo oft 'lfHMl'n ApproaollH. 

Dal'lDI/ 
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ll>Jr1111 the •Mk • n41D& noon Auauet 

2let , 1 , 082 eh1pe were OODT019d, ot wh1oh one 

wu torpedoed and •llllk . 

I-rte into Oreat Br1 ta1n b7 eh1pa 1D 

conT07 4'11'111& ti.. ... t •D41na Ausuet 17th wwre 

l , o62,016 tona. '1'111• 1ncluded following tCDDepe; 

16,, 268 oil , 278, 866 minarale , inclllding eteel , 

ecrap, Pii iron, P1i orei 249 , 170 cereal•; 

107,73' otller rood. 

llw'illll the t1Ht 17 487• ot AU8118t 

•1.nk1.aa• ot carp --- to °"" t on tor ... ...,. 

)6. 6 , .... ear.17 landed. 

M144J,t •• ,. 

6 . YHterda7 6 Blenhel.me attacked an Hl'O­

in Ab7aa1D1a. 11ree were etarted in haniare, 

and ••tor tnuport 7ard. 
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BRITIS H EM8488Y, 

WASHINCTON. 0 .C . 

August 28th, 1940 • 

Dear Mr. Presi dent, 

I enclose herein a copy or 

the l atest r eport on the mili tary 

sit uation. Thie was sent off from 

London late laet night . 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. President, 

very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D, Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America, 

Washington , D, c. 



Tel egram despatched from London 

late on t he evening or August 27th. 

~· 
Early this morning a Bri tish t nnker 

reported she "as be i ng shelled by a d isguised 

meroru:intman south of Madagascar . 

Four offi cer s and eight ratings 

f'rom H. U. Sloop ''Penzance • ho.ve been rescued , 

and 5 others are bel ieved rescued . 

2 . Royal Air Fo1•oe . 

Bad '.'reather hampered operations ove1• 

Germany during the night or Aucust 25th - 26th, 

Thirty- two aircrart a ttacked. targeto in Berlin 

and its 1nln0diate neighbourhood. Largest attack 

wae on power oto.tion wl'lero a l o..rgo t1re was 

sterted. The oil'port and aircraft fsct ory and 

e l ectri cal r actory wet•e attacked and direct 

hits seen on the l ast t wo torgets . Oboervation 

waa ve ry dif'ficult . El aewhore railway targets , 

dock.a and ae1'0droraea were also attacked and 

severe :!"ires were c aused at oil de}lo t at 

Cherbourg and in docks at BouJ.ogne . Eight 

machines arc misaing, and not fi ve ao reported 

yesterday. one crow is safe , lfineteen 

Blenbe1ms wore despatched yesterday, two or 

wh1oh bombe d two aerodromes ; rema1ndet• we re 

olll 1SCd to allOJ'!don the tasks owing to the 

weather , one muchine was loat . 

A/ 



A l underlsnd patroll1nl! ot:r Tromao 

ettacked 8 seaplanes on the wat er , s1nk1na 2 

and oott1ng f:1re to anothn. Last n1cht 99 air­

craft were despatched to tho following objectives : 

medium bomber~ to enemy- occupied eerodl·omee 

in t he t.o- count ries and northwest Prance , heavy 

bor:tbers to attack siro1•0.f't f'ectory o.nd oil 

tnrget at Franl<t=t , and re1lwo.y targoto and 

whaJ.•ves , chemical. factory, aerodromes and power 

stations in vru•ious districts 0£ Germany . Thi rty­

two heavy bombers were eent to bomb tho synthetic 

oil tecto:i:•y at Leuno, D.lso .an o.erodrome , a gos 

rror ka , and Do1•trnund Cana.1 aqueduct. One aircraft 

1a m1aa1ng . 

!tely. 

;;leven heavy bombers left last n1;.;ht 

to ettacl< tho l.!e.rese1 i:esnoto t'ecto1•y and also 

an aircraft factory at Turin . T'NO n1rcro.tt c.re 

nisaing . Reports not yet availabl e . 

German Air Pol'ce. 

!light Of 25th - 26th Auguot. At 

.B1rm1n.ghmn c."bout 60 fire• were ste.r ted; se1•1oua 

da:nage was caused to me.1~ket hull , two keypo1nt 

factories wez.·e d.w.a.ged as well as fou1· othore . 

Casualt1eo eo far reported 13 killed , 31 wounded . 

At Croydon derne.gc was cuused to stroe te, sa.e: 

mo.ins , and telephone oerv1cea . Other• dlll!lOfiC of 

no g:r·eat i !nportance was co.used on Teeaide o.nd 

o.t Coventr y . 

Dur1na/ 



During tho OfU•ly part ot yeoterdoy 

enemy activity wo.a continod to:lsoloted r nide , 

In the lotter i,art ot t he ir.orn1n.> 2 r nido ot 

obou t 30 and 50 aircrut attacked l"ol."8 tone and 

balloon ba.rrcao at Dover. ?h .. ae ratda were 

intercepted. TOwarda ovonl.n,j: about 250 eneio:r 

aircraft approached London tram the Th.eJ:Jee 

Estuary, bu t turned ott nnd appeared to C".&:<e tor 

m111tnry objoctivua and oer odromee in eouthorn 

Essex . Oonaidornbla damage 'las cauaed to public 

services and to a 1•ui lwo.y embaniatlent in this 

area, but caaut\lt1oa woro very f e \1. Another 

250 converged on Pol't amou th wher e the chiot 

attack wao on Port ~berlcnd , considerabl e 

structural 4 cma.-o waa done t o bu.11.d!nga, water 

i:taine , and olectri o lii;ht aupply; tour otticore 

and tour o the r ranke were killed, e.nd th ree 

otticere and ton other ranks wounded. In ot.>ior• 

die triote o military camp wo.a bombed oaueing 

some casual tioa o.nd mi not· d.omege , and o.n a.erodromo 

at which 3 ail'Cl'Oft we1•0 domngod. These roida 

wore oleo intorcopted by our tighter equedrona . 

Laat nit:)>t oner.iy bor.ibing octivi ty wu 

wideapreo.d and about 300 airplanes were operating. 

i/a.rninS i n London loatod tor 6 hours and bocba 

ware dropped ohi• tly in nor the rn suburbs . 

Principal/ 
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Principal a ttack ee~ns to havo boon on 

Birm1nghom and district , Casualties so for 

reported are 9 killed , 40 seriousl y wounded , 

Fi res we1•e ceused in a goods yard , and at 

B. S.A. Ltd.; thore ~as also damage to a rubber 

factory, o.nd o.n aircraft factory. TIU-ee facto ries 

and a goods yard were also bombed and d8l!ICged 

at Coventry; no c o.aualty repor t yet rece1v·ed. 

'l'be f'ollow1ng areae we.re also v1e1 tcd, but 

dsmago reports are not yet avnilable; northeast 

coast , Midl nnds , oouth coast , Bri~tol arce , and 

South Wales . 

Swranary of Air Cneualties , 

Enemy casual t i es by our fighters : 

bombers destroyed 22, probable nil, dmnaged 14 ; 

enemy f'ighters 23, 7, 3 r eepective.ly; by our 

anti- aircro.ft : enemy fighto~s l , nil , 1 respeo­

ti vel y; totals : destroyed 46, probable 7, 

damaged 18. 

British (in t he ni r): 28 f i ght e rs bu t 

only 4 pi lots and air sunners are mieeing. 

Four bombc1•a missing .. 

§hippinS Casualties . 

Refe rence poragrnph 5 of yes terday 's 

summary, two a ddi t i onal British ships (3900 and 

5200 t ons) of this convoy 1·1ere torpedoed . One 

is r eported on 1'1t•e and t he other has sunk, 

Duri ng t he peri od of this oummary, 29 

ships have se.foly arr ived in c onvoy inclucli ng 

13 tankers . 

6 ,/ 



6. eomol1lon!\. 

On AUj!UOt 24 th tour o.iro1•e.t't ot tho 

South At'rico.n a1r1"oroo ouccese!'ul.ly divo-bom'bed 

oil tanka o.t llo0edor. 

I. !!Dyal f.1r Forco <:a.ech squadron 

in action tor the tirat t1oo yeoter~ay, brouatit 

down one bomber and one tighter nnd loot ~ 

llurricanea but no pilots. 



.I -

' f?HI-

The Honourable 

l•ITllM l.MIAllY, 

WAIM l lCTO• , O,C. 

Auau1t 89th, 1940 

Dear llr . Proaidont, 

I encloao herein ~ copy of 

the lateet report on tho m111tery 

situation. Thie wae aont arr late 

last night . 

Believe mo , 

Dear Kr. President , 

Very sincerely yours, 

Franklin o. Rooaovolt, 

President of the United Stato1 of America , 

Waehi ngton, o . c. 



Telegram deepatched rrcm London 

in the enning or Auguat 28th, 1940 

Naval. 

Leet night a British armed merchant 

cruiser was hit by two torpedo eC in llorth Western 

.u>proacbes. 

A British cruiser was unsuccesatully 

attacked by a torpedo carrying aircrat't orr 

Alexandria yesterday morning, and a British 

aubnarine report a on August 2lat she at tacked two 

enemy merchant vessel s escorted by a destroyer . 

The merchant veaeela are considered to have been sunk. 

Royal Air Force 

Some very satisfactory reports or 

bombing operations on night of August 26th/.27th 

have been received. Aircrart factory at Frankturt , 

large fires atuted; oil etockB at Franlcturt, 

large rires increaaing in intensity; an expl oaive 

tactory, very lal"ge tire, many e;q>l oa1ona; another 

e;q>l oeive rec t ory, series or e;q>losiona fol lowed by 

intense white fire; Leune a;vnthetic oil plant, 

fire start ed; Leipsig gaa works , large tirea; 

chemical factory at Cologne, big exploaion, many 

t'i rea. A 111l1Dber or other tarph including 

aercclromee ....,,. .. alao bombed. Ona en .. y bomber, 

probably re Ul.rning trom Engl and , w e ebot down near 

a :rrencb aerodrome. 
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lli.!z. 

lla!l1 burat• wore obeorvod on target• and 

t1roo and i.rao exploaiona wore cauaod at both 

Marell 1 tactor:y and Piat aircrart tactor)'. 

All wr a1roratt doapatchod yesterday 

returned aetel7. Jl4~or1t7 obliged to abandon tul<a 

ow1na to l&Daui table weather, but one bombed a ahip ott 
Northern Holland , reeult unobaervod. 

Leet night 49 a1rcrott were deapatchod 

against induatl"ial , n.J.lwa:f and o1l targets and 

docl<a in Gormoey w1 th "Ono1senou" at Kiel aa lj)ooial 

target . .Urcratt were aloo eont to Ital7 an4 on mino­

laytng oporet1ona. All oxcopt one have retur-nod 

aotely. Repol"ta ewai t.od, 

3. German Air Poree. 

During tho night or Ausuot 26tJVll7th, 

3 •lltlllG' oir-cratt wore doatroyed; Oen:an bo:obing 

roaulted ae tollowe, 

London area , damage negligible. In Birm1nahem 

area a auata1ned and 1ntena1Ye raid laated 4 hours; 

A.R. P. Hl"Yicoe tull7 extended and maintained; 

caaualtiee 10 far reported are 10 killed, 51 wounded; 

var1oua Hri ou1 t"iree wre started but were all under 
control by mol"niag, 3 taotoriea were aorioual.J' 

4-pd, tile ottect on j)l"oduction not :yet oatimatod; 

mon lo 1111d ohe.,.tulneH ot publio outetand1ng. At 

Oo•entey induatl"1al 4amap wae •liibt; production 

not interfered wit h. Other 1nduatr1al clsl.,.. in llaat 

Yorl<ahire baa no t hindered production. 

Yea\erda7 onl7 about 76 anea:r airol"att 

wore opel"9t1ng owr 111'1\iall Ielea. One more bollbor wu 
d91t ro79d b:y our t1ibtora. 

Kight/ 
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Nigllt of August 27th/28th enemy 

active, although considerably leas than on two 

previous nights . Scattered raids over moat of the 

c!J.I ntry caused aome damage to railroad and 

telephone co11111Unicatione, Tho principal areee 

attacked were: London area chiefly northern 

suburbs; no serious clamase reyorted. Bi m i ngham 

slieht damage only. Portsmouth area sporadic 

bombins and only sligllt damage; no casualties so 

tar reported but unexploded bombs auapected in 

dockyard. some cl1a1ocat1on to railway traffic 

caused at Southampton and Crewe. In Kent a bus 

garage was h1 t and 16 people killed. 

Three key point factories were hit. 

Two were undamased and at the other the only 

damage waa to a water main. 

4. aummal"Y ot air casualties. 

~· Bombers destroyed 4, probable 1 , damaged 1. 

Britieh. 

Figlltera destroyed none , probable l, 
damaged none, 

One fighter (pilot safe) 
One bomber miHing. 

5. 9hipping casualties. 

B7 aircraft: August 26th Br1 ti ah ahip "Remuera" 

(ll,500 tons) £"undec)'Pherebly bot h sunk b7 

aircraft oft Bast coaat of Scotland. The er""• 

were aaved. 

8)' U-boat1 Yeaterday 2 Allied ah1pa (1600 and 

:5900, tona) , homeward bound in convoy, were 

torpedoed; one was aet on tire but may be aaved. 

6. 1ppt. 

on Auguat 26th, a Sunderland, on 

reconnaiaaance , wu oblised to come down on t he 

aea/ 
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ae a ott Crete, ha• been detained b;r Oreelr.a. 
Sudan. 

On August 26th, 5 or our heavy bcmbera 
carried out a low-l evel attack on military hongara 
at A.tmara; one airer.an. 1a Cliealng. 

In Eth1op1a on Auguot 27th our medium 
bcabora aucceaatull:r attacked a largo mechanized 
transport yard and barre ck bu1 ldJ.nga. 
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eycru;zr-
Auguat 30t h , 1940 

UITISH l MIAHY, 

WAIHIMCTOM, O.C. 

Dear Mr. Preeident, 

I enclose herein a copy or 
the latest report on the lllilitary 
Bituation. Thie wae sent otr laet 
night. 

Believe me, 

Dear ?.Jr, President, 

Very aincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President ot the United States of America, 
\Vaahington, D. c. 



Tel• ..... deepatohed trcwi London 

on the e•en1na ot Auauet 29th 

l. Ill!!.!• Reference to peraaraph 1, 
ye1terda.y 1 a auaaa.ry, th11 armed merchant ol'Uieer 

... &tloat tor 1eTen houri before a1nk.1ag, and 

a larae mml>er or the crn were eand. 

It 1• now reported that Yee1el 

deeor1bed •• • depot 1h1p eUAk at Bombe on 
A1aiU9t 2ard wae • merchant Yeeeel or a,ooo ton1. 

I!. Roal Air ll'oroe. Re1ulta of D1ght 
bomb1na or Au;iuet 27th/28th. "Gne1eeneu• waa 
not located, but larae tire• end ex;ploe1one 1n 

liel docqard reeulted trcm attacka by e1x h•'YJ' 
bcmbore; 1nten11t7 or ent1-a1roratt end 1aarch-
11aht• h~ered obeeMl'at1oo. A larae exploeion 
occurred at • tra.netormer 1tat1oa near Prenkturt, 
llh1oh epparently deetroyed the plant. '1'1lree 
a1roratt attacked the air trame factory at 

Allcabura, and other alternat1•• tarsete were 
bamlled. P1ree were cau .. d et tuel 1neta1lat1one 
in G1ronde Ketuary and at Oherbours and minea 

were laid auooeaatully elanhere. 

~· 81x airoratt .. nt to northern 
Ital#' returned eate17; one bombed P1et worke and 
oa"8ed extanal•• t1ree; another attacked llarell1 

worlta, ra11Ul'8 waobaeMl'ad. R-1D1na rour were 
oblisad to ra\urn with their ba.ba. 

lorwq/ 
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JloE!IY• Yeaterd.aJr &t'ternoon, nine 
tleet air ann eirort.tt etteoked target1 1n 1outh­
we1t Norwey. Two oil cl1tern1 were hlt, an 

eoOll,J patrol beet wae maohlne-aunned and oausht 
t'1re, and two hi te were acored on a me rob ant 

Yee1el. All a1roratt returned. 

Laat o1abt 91 aJ.roratt were d11patched, 
S1x hlaY}' bOllbera to an eleotrlc worke and 17 to 

an electric power 1tatloo et Berlin; ton he&Y}' 
bombera to JUnltere rectory at De11au and another 
airort.tt rectol'J' at Leipzig; 1eYen heayY bombere 

to ltiel 1h1pbuilding 7ard1 and to two oil 

rerineriee; r1rteen medium bombers to en9G1¥ 
aerodromoe and e1x trom: coutal cOlllll&Dd to Caen 

aerodroae; m1oe-l97tog wa1 al10 cerr1ed out. All. 

maohlne1 returned. 

3. Gtnup Air Poroe. Yeet.erday t'our 

main eneoqo ratd1 took place, all ln .... • ..... 
nir1oa morning three rormet1on1 exoeed1Di 100 and 
iD 1Yeniag one rormetiOD or ebout 60 airoratt 
ceme Up the Th_.1 lletueJ')'. All raide were inter­

cepted and broken Up b7 our ria1>ter1 , wUh loH to 
eo-. J'ew b0111>1 ware dropped. At one urodrome 
all o01111Unicetioo1 were put out or action except 

wt ... 1 ... tellcr8Ph7· A raw bomb• were dropped on 
a-set• and 11u1et1. Ool7 ainor d-a• end a 
raw oa1111altie1 reported. 

Laet night en97 ect1Ylt7 ..... h .. "7• 

th• lltd1allda be1ns oh1er ob3eotiYe, oon1i01rabl• 

0-..1/ 
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d ... 1e to private propert1 waa cauaed at 
Oo•entry, where caeualtiea eo tar reported 
are II killed and 21! wounded. Klaewhere, d1111qe 
waa not proportionate to the maober ot boml>o 
dropped. BombiD& covered a wide area, includin1 
London diatr1ot, Yorke, Lanae, Tyne , and 
Teee-a1de, the South Coaat, and South Waleo. In 
Oheahire a 60,000 1ellon ciatern na alt on 
tire, but WU put out b7 a a. m. 8Clla iaportant 
railway linea and r oada are t.,,porar1l7 blocked 
b7 unexploded bOllbo, and production at 2 
Bil'll1naham tac torioa i a hel d up tor the ... , 
rNaoa. 

Tho German air roroo 1a apparen\11 
•altin1 1r1at attorta to Uiprova IUaht-1'171n1 
t r aining on ell typea. 

1!R!iR' 

• . 8'=• ry or air 9yua1ti11. 

'I 
a 
a 

111 
l l 
'I 

a 0Urt1a llawk) 
8911Plan1 l deetro7ed. 

To\al 11'1' d•\ro71d, 16 probllbla, 10 4-1ec1, 



A training typo mach1ne, carrying mail f rom 

Prance to Jersey, l anded 1ntaot in SUaeex. 

Britiah: 

20 Fi ghtera (7 pilots and ~ air gunners 
killed or m1aaing) 

6. 8hipping Oaoualtioe. 

By U-Boats: British ship (4,000 tone) 

i nward bound i n convo7, was torpedoed ott Hortb­

weat Scotland , a tug baa been eent to aaeiat. 

In addition, S Britieh ehipe in outward bound 

convoy {total tonnage 12, 600) were torpedoed in 

Northweetern approaohoe; two {7,600 tona) wore 

sunk. 

6. Kiddle B!•t· On Auguet 27th, 17 

Blenheima set fire to 2 ahipe and obtained hits 

on jetty in Dorna Harbour. Gladiators covered 

the withdrawal and all aircraft returned safely. 

Yesterday en0101 aircraft dropped bombs near 

Alexandria oauai.Da onl.7 minor dcage, and elao 

flew over Port Said. 

Pal!ltine. On August 27th , 10 Italian 

bombers attacked oil refineries and marahalling 

yards at Haifa. Ao oil cistern was hit, but not 

tired; other damage was negligible, casualties 

eligbt. 

llllila• On August 26th, a mochaniaed 

patrol compoeed or Britiah Sudaneae troops raided 

an an~ poet north or KaHala. The raid waa 

euooeaatul, the poet waa aet on fire and 11&117 

oaeueltlea 1Dt'l1oted. OUr oaaua1t1aa killed and 

wounded war• 18, 
7. / 
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7. Tbe tollowina reports ot d..,.,, 

cauaed by Br1t11h bcmb1na and m1o1na operat1ono 

haTe been reoo1ved dur1oa the tortoiaht ended 

AQauat eend. 

(A) (l) Oem'Ry. 

Oel11nk1rehen. S;rnthetic oil plant 

dam&aed and wao out ot operation tor l• d&7•· 

&00, 000 lltre1 ot aTiatlon ap1rit and contento 

ot 6 tanlt1 ot naptha were lost . Coke oveao and 

by-product plant ••• hit . 

11110. Coke OTena hit. 

Duuoldort. Attsr our raid on Jllne 

l8tb/lPth, tireo lHted U hours. Chemical 

taotor y d .... ,ed, production curtailed ow1na t o 

laok ot 1l••P .. onaet worker1. 

llomburc. Great 4-e caneed. Some 

lhippiag h .. 01 .. ed to uae tile port . 

Banonr. Chiet napth1 plant hi• been 

hit and 11riouely dcaaed. 

Purther report• received or aocuraoy or 

our bombing and ot ito demoral11iag etteot on t he 

Oel"lllans. On Aucuat l&th , the blaokout ••• to 

be relaxed 1a Berlin i n order to illlpron 

o1v111an morale. 

H le reported that a;rntlletlo petrol 

1• now r111rved tor a1l1tal'7 ua• ODl7 and that 

lorr1M are to l'WI on obarooal , ... 
(1)/ 
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(8) l!o£1ax. In one r a1d on June 26th, 

17 Oenntn a1ror&t't were dootroyed. 

500 tona ot 011 wore dootroyod at 

Dolv1k. 

(5) 12!1PDtrk. Petrol taoka at 11,Ybori 

have been OOlllPlotoly doatroyed. 

(' ) Franca. Attor our bombardment ot 

011 refinery and atoraae plants on Gironde 

Batuary Cluri"i tho n1iht or Auguet l'tb/l5th, 

photoil'~• wore taken on August SOth. ~ oil 

ttnka at one plant, and oil refinery worlta at 

another, were lett burning. At leaat 6 atoraae 

c1aterne had been destroyed. The refinery it1elt 

had been con1iderably destroyed. 

(B} Mipios operations. 21 veaaela have 

boon aunk by minea in The Sound between July 6th 

and JulJ' 27th. At the end or July, there •ta 

•1rtut117 no trllt't1c 1n the1e waters. In the 

mooth.8 ot 1la3, J\lne , a.ad Ju.1.7, German lO•••• alone 

due to our ate•• are eettaated at 22 ahip• or a 

total tonnasa ot 05, 010 ton1. 

In Oa1o Pjord a tranaport waa 1unk in 

June, and on Ausuat 11th a e1ne1weeper and 5 

other 0.nnan 1hip1 arriYed in port damased a.nd 

port waa olo1ed tor 5 daya. 
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Telegr am despatched trom London 

late on tho oven1ns ot Auguet 30t h , 

ll!Y&· 
A Br1t1oh oloop hos been 

onthusioaticelly l'<>ce ivod in French Clllll4l'OOno 

which have now ducl orod for General de Oe.ullo . 

A prOtlieini. ottac• on a U- boat by 

an aircra!"t , 1D conjunction with a deatroyur , 

1'1C.4 cnrr1ed out yea terday atternoon in ~:orth­

wea tern 8.P"r roachva . 

2 . Royal Air li'orce , 

llo1nbing ove r•a tiona durina tho nicht 

or August 28th to 29th wero moat auccoaatul . 

Fourteen aircraft attecked the Si•=e Electric 

works at Berlin, whore a large t'ire and t.:xploaion 

wore cnue:ed , end 14 ha&\7 bombers at tkcked 

the Berlin Xl.octric Power St~tion , where f1rca 

and t.xpl oaiona \Ture Woo co.used , and crow ot 

l aircrut't r eport t hot only t he s 1rdo1•a •ioro 

l oft Of Ono ot tho bu1ldinfi1! , Three hi to wore 

made on Junl<ero J'actory , and 2 oil plant.> wore 

alao attac;.ed. The rer:1ain1nJ heavy -•ro 

attoc:ted mweroua other tcrseta , includin,,. 

Berlin airpo~t . A large vea~el in a canal 

eouth of Berlin wae 1oon to •JCPlodu . 

!!odium bor.iboro attacked 12 oorodl'or.ioe 

IUld 3 l arge explo11 'nu wore caused 11 t '""' tord11m 

aerodrome . Six r.iachiMe also laid minoa. 

Yeaterday/ 



Y•eter a:s abeence ot cloud oov r 

hindered boobing operations . ?'.evertheleaa 

one oeroc1rone wu bot1bed and ahippin,; ott 

northwe s t !lollQJld .1ae attac.<ed. ..ll our air'Oratt 

returned eately. 

Lao t nil)h t 11 to t el of 76 airora.tt vino 

Oes1otohed. Ot th· oe 57 henvy bocber3 •·:oro 

directed asninst oil taroeta in occu.ied Frwi.oe 

and northwoet Jen..any , other heLV:' 'bor>l>< ra 

against r ail'l'l'\y coma:unicat1ona; r.:edium bot1be"" 

were aen t to atta.olc aerodroz:es . All 01-rcr&t"t 

but one ha.ve rapo1~te4 back. 

3 . Claman llir Poree . 

Durine t ho ni.;ht at .-ueus t 28th to 29th 

coeucltioe r oportod in London aren omountea 

to 11 k1llod , 46 wounded. :. firo caused in an 

ordinaneo dopo1. woe soon oxtinguished. A 

l oce1ity in south London had to be ulttn;o.toly 

temporarily evncua t ed owi n0 to unexploded bol!lbe 

and r epair worl< 1e delayed at an inet l'\l..,,.nt 

monutoctory, but production or new inatrw:1ents 

ts not atteoted. Other minor de;;.age w&a 

caused in the : ;orth Hdlands . 

Yeoterday ooti v1 ty during the morning 

wu slisht; t here wo.e only one major ra i d 

during the da y. In t11e afternoon 170 enemy 

oircra.tt , 1'ollowod shortl y llt'te 1'Wards by about 

20 moro , eroeaed the Kent coas t . Figh ter• 

intercepted and diaperecd the e nemy. r.o 

r eports or 'bol .ba beitl8 dro. •ped have been 

received . A 111.1all-acale ottnclt by bo"1bing lll\d 

lll&chine UUJ18 WU ciade on the ocilly Ide& ; 

da;;,age/ 



aam!ll!• to R. A . ~. eetnblillllmont wan slight , 

though C1ree wore oaueod in the town . Leet 

night enemy activity wea genoro1 over rioat 

ot lint ted llilll!dO: , except Scotland, al tbou.;h 

chtorly by atn.;le oachtnes . ?:o ca3or 4a.c;a.::e 

hall been reported and very teTt casual t1ea . 

4. sw-rutn ot air c.ne:ue.lties : 

Ener,y - by our ttch te ra 1 EneJ:1Y fighters 

destroyed 8, proboble 8 end bombers 2, 

dor.iaged } righters and 2 bombers . 

By antt-atroratt t1l>e : des troyed l 

fighter . 

?otol: deetroyod 9, probable 10, 

damaged 5 • 

Britieh - 9 e1roratt and 2 pilots . 

5 , Shlr.,lr. casualties. 

By U•boa t: during the night of 

A\lllWlt 26th to 27th one .oritioh ohip (5000 tona) 

inward bound , wu dunk in the Atlantic. All 

t he orow have boon landed , 

6 . Dllrtng tho period of oumury 53 ocean 

gOillll merchant ohtpe hnve oofoly 11rr1vod tn 

convoy. Oo.raoee inolucle steel, ecrap , iron 

oro , iron and chromium . 



7. Udclle Ena t . 

Yoo torday our n:edium bomber• 

attacked o auapoctod petrol dump and 

atnr ted u large riro . 

8. !l!ll.!l • 
Yesterday ~ enemy b"'1bers oacortod 

by 12 righters, drcp)>od about 30 boraba oauaing 

alight dar.lago and a r •• civilian c88Ualt1ea . 

Pightera were •na1<1e4 by our 11\lrricanea 

•1 thout roaul t . 

9. l!orthern Italy, 

It ie roporteo tbat tho population in 

t ho i nduatrial araae or liorthern Italy ia 1n 

a state ot pat1ic , moat of the people who con 

afford it have ovncuuteO to the countl'y , the 

remainder upending ""'ole nights in telJll)orucy 

and Vfll'Y inadequate ahel ters . Anti- nircratt 

fire io ao poor that shells often rall on to 

houses and actually oxploti:lon root's . centr.U. 

portion or roi lway a tatlon at 1!1lan collapa•4 

aa a result ot tho raid on .f.u8ust 14th to 15th. 

10. Projected action against the l!nited 

Kingdom , 

A photogra,phic roconnni esanco carried 

out on Auauet 28th aho'1111 an i ncr ease ot 

shi ppi ng at Kiel . Thio may be cnuse4 by 

a hold Ul> duo to our mining oporaticne. Tho1•0 

1a also an increaoe or er.iall eratt at &.I.don , 

many ot th•aa are or tho aame typo and are not 

typical ot the oraJ't previously aeen hero. 

!lo 44tin1to conclusion can yet be 

drawn rrom thi• info.,...tion . 
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