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BRITIEN EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C,
September 2nd, 1940,

Sserety
Dear Mp, Fresident,

e E R, T I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situvation, This wae sent off from
London early yesterday morning,

Believe me,
FI’E Dear Mr. President,
UWC ﬁi.q DED Very sincerely yours,

ik ED Z /ﬁn..-...ﬁ__

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of Amarica,
Washingten, D, C,
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command aireraft obtained hits on oil stores
and an ammunition dump at Boulogne, and started
large fires, They aleo went to attack oil
cisterns at Cherbourg, but no reporte are yet
available, Twe aireraft are miesing, and
two crews were loat in crashes.

2, german Air Force,

Further reports indicate that German
bombing on the night of August 29th/30th was very
scattered, and took place to a great extent
over rural areas. Both H.E. and incendiary
bombs were used. Only damage of .eignificance
reparted was to commercial property at
Menchester (3 persons killed and 12 wounded)
and at Liverpool where there was some damage and

saveral casualties,
During yesterday, sbout 600 aircreft

are believed to have operated, During the morn-
ing about 100 crossed the southeast comet, were
intercepted by our fighters, and dropped their
bombe chiefly in some of the southern and
scutheastern suburbe of Londom, Little damage
wae done and casualties were few. In the
afterncon two more large raids crossed the coast
coming towards London, This time cbjectives
appear to have been aerodromes in Essex and

Kent areas., Major dsmage and fires were caused
at one aerodrome, which wae rendsred temporarily
unserviceable, At another, & hangar was -
destroyed, btut serodrome remains serviceable,
Considerable damage was done to Vauxhall motor

works, where 15 were killed and about 50 wounded,
There were additional casualties in Luton

town/
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town, A further raid of about 70 aireraft

came up the Thames Estuary in the evening and
divided; an merodrame in Kent was attacksd;

in 20 minutes raiders had been diepersed, Last
night a eontinucus stream of raiders, mostly
eingle aireraft but sometimes in groups of
three or more, croseed the coast, Their

main cbjective seems to have been industriasl
areas in the Midlands, Lanes,, Yorke.

The coming and going of these raiders
caused a 6 hour warning in Lendon, Some bombe
fell in the inner London area,

Casualties throughout the country are
belisved to have been elight, but detailed
reparts have not yet been received,

3. Bummary of air casualties,

Enemy casualties: by our fightera:

R lutrgrd n‘ﬁ'h;'hh damaged
30

11
Fighters 12 18
By anti-aireraft:

Bombers 1 - -
Fightera 3 - -
Totala &2 21 29

British: 25 fighters (15 pilots safe),

4. Bhipping Casualties,
By U-Boats, During night of August
29th/30th, one Norwegian ship (4000 tons) was

torpedoed and sank, and two Britieh ships
(total 9000 tomns) were torpedoed in north west
approaches, These ships were in homeward
bound convoy,

Last night Dutch ship "Volendam"
(15,500 toms), Greek ship (5000 teoms) and

British/
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British ehip (10,500 tons) in cutward bound
convoy were torpedoed off Northern Ireland. Tugs
have been sent and destroyers are standing by.

The Dutch ship was carrying passengers and 250
children for New York.
5. During the period covered by this

surmary, 46 ocean going cargo vessels in convoy
have arriwved safely. Cargoes ineluded steel,
pig iron, aircraft, explosives and food stuffs,

6. Somaliland, Aireraft of South
African Air Farce attacked a mechanised transport

depot at Mogador on August 28th, and scored many
direct hits, It is estimeted that about BOO
meshanical vehicles were damaged,

7« Egypt. On Augnst 28th enemy raids on
Ale xandria and Mersamatruh caused only slight
damage, and one aircraft was shot down by anti-
aireraft fire, The Canal area near Popt BSaid
wae attacked. There was no damage.

8  Itelian East Africa, The Kaesala

garrison is reported to have been reinforced
recently and is now belleved to comseist of 10
eolonial battalions with ﬁrnportimt- eavalry,
pack artillery, and cne medium artillery unit,
also 25 to 30 light and medium tanks, about 100
motor trensport vehicles and other ancilliary
services,
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BRITISEH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTOM, D.C.

w/—- September 4th 1940,

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose hersin coples of
the latest reports on the military slituation.
These wers sent off from London early in the
morning of Sgptember 3rd and 4th respectivelry.
R G Beolleve me,
UNCL RA.DE Dear Mr, President,

*’IFJED Very sincerely yours,

i

s /““-‘:‘{F"" el o

The Honourable
Frapklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of tha United States of America,

Washington, D,C,
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,

&H WABHINCTON, D.C.
04@?0‘,% Septembor Gthn, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report on the military
situation. This was sent off from
London late on the evening of
September L4th.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely youra,
Yo e

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C,



Telegram despatched from London
late on the evening of September Lth,

H"'-"E'llt
H.M.8. Fiji has arrived safely
in port for repairs.

2. Royel Air Force.

Our night bombers on September 2nd -
3rd in most cases located their targets but
observation was bad and results could not always
be obeerved. 8everal large fires were started
over a wide area in the Black Forest, especially
south of Baden Baden. Target area at Lorient,
thought to contain U-boats and E-boats, was located
end bombed, results unobserved. Fires were started
et o1l targets in Germany, and en explosive
factory and Bosch factory were also bombed, but
only one machine observed bursts in the target
arca., 8Single aireraft also attacked railway and
canal communications end gun emplacements oprosite
Dover. One aireraft additional to yesterday's
report did not return. The power station and a
reilway junction at Genoa were each attacked by
two aircraft, fires being caused in target area.
Two aireraft landed in the sea on return, but
crewa were saved.

Last night 90 bombers were sent out.
Objectives were given as follows:-

Transformer/



Transformer station and power station at Berlin;
0il target at Magdeburg; important railway
junctions; an incendiary tesk in various forest
areas; recomnaissance on previous night raid in
Elack Forest; aerodromes in northern France and
shipping and barges in the Low Countries, canale
and ports. All our aircraft have returned.

3. Germen Air Force.

In recent reids over this country an
increased proportion of fighters to bombers has
besn noted. This now amcunts to between 2 and
2% fighters to one bomber.

Night of September 2nd - 3rd. It is
now reported that garrison headquarters at
Harwich was gutted by fire as & result of enemy
bombing.

Yeaterday, enemy air offensive was again
concentrated on aerodromes. In the morning a
formation of about 200 crossed the coast nmorth
of the Thames Estuary and then aplit up. A heavy
attack by about 30 bombers escorted by 50
Messerschmidt'll0's was deliveresa on north weala
EeroQrome. IwWo nangars, ¢ rignters auu L meoium
bomber and several mechanical transport lorriles
were set on fire, demage was done to bulldings
and telephone communications, and 3 persons were
killed and several wounded; but serodrome is
8till serviceable by day. A lighter concentration
of sbout 80 mircraft approached southeast Eent
in the aftermoon, but only & small number seemed

to/




to have crossed., Both raide were dispersed
by our fightera, with casualties as follows:

Enemy casualties - by our fighters
destroyed probeble ~ damaged

Bombera T 2
Pighters 18 4 8
Totals 25 11 10

British casualties - 15 fighters
(7 pilots killed or missing)

Laet night enemy activity was eimilar
but less widespread, and chiefly confinsd to
Bouth Wales and Liverpoocl ereas, socme aircraft
continuing as far as Barrow-in-Furness. Ralding
started about 9 p.m. but by 1 a.m. the country
wae almost clear. Only slight damage and few
casualties reported from Liverpool. Damage was
caused to property at Cardiff, where L4 people
were killed and 20 wounded. No other damage of
importance is reported.

Extensive mine laying was suspected
along the entire Easmt Coast, also slong the South
Coast and in the Bristol Channel and off Liverpool.
L Shipping Casuslties,

Raference to paragreph 6 of yesterday's
summary, one Greek ship has sunk, and the other
two have not yet been located. One Dutch ship
(10,200 tons) and three Eritish ships (5,400
4,800 and 2,400) tons were attacked by aircraft
when in convoy off East Scotland, and were
demaged. Of two other ships recently torpedoed

one/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

B September 6th, 1940,

Dear Mp, President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
eituation, Thie wae sent off from
London early this morning,

Believe me,
Dear MNr, President,

E’O Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
Ppasident of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C,



Telegram despatched from London
early morning September &th,

l. [Naval,
Seventh Canadlan Troop Convoy has arrived
safely at a Brttish port.

On September 2nd & British submarine gank
8 large outward bound U-boat in the Bay of
Blscay.

On September Zrd a Norwegian ship was
seuttled by her Cerman prize crew on sighting
8 British submarine. The same submarine
rescued the Master, his wife and 23 of the
erew of a British ship (5,200 tons), now presumed
sunk laet April. Sunderland flying boat pleked up
the rest of the Norweglan crew; 2 more Sunderlands
Are pow proceeding to rescus 2 boat loads of the
Gerran prize crew.

Between September Zpd and SBeptember Sth
four attacks on U-bpats have been made without
visible result, one in the Mediterranean and 3
in home waters,

On September 2nd for the first time Geprman
dive bombers were employed against Hig Majestyl s
ships in the Mediterranean, and in these waters
between August 3lst and September 2nd & enemy

aircraft/



alrcraft were shot down during naval cperations;
except for one store ship demaged enemy attacks
wers unsuccessaful.
2. Hoyal Alr Foroce.

Night operations September 3rd/4th.

Incendiary attacks on forest areas in Hartz
mountains and in Berlin erea have been very
suceessful. All airoraft report starting fires,
and one caused 2 explosions. Reconnalesance
of Elack Forest showed flerce fire burning.
Low cloude and intense darkness made 1dentific-
6tlon and observation very difficult. Burats
were caused on Perlin Power Statlon, fires
were started at transformer statlion and gas
works, and & large flash resulted from an attack
on ap armament factory; all these in Berlin.
Hits were observed on rallway targets, and
bursts and fires seen in tha Magdeburg synthetie
oll plant. A blast furnace, a factory and a
heavy anti-aircraft battery were also hit, and
satlsfactory reports have been recelved of attacks
on 16 serodromes. Numerous fires wers caused and
hits obtained on Ostend harbour, including a
direct hit on canal dock gates. Flushing harbour
and barges in the Dutch canals were glso attacked,
Last night 105 bombers were sent out to the
followlng objectives.

Fower statlon at Berlin,

011 plent at Magdeburg apd Stettin,

011 eclsterns at Cherbourg and Flushing,

Aerodromes/
-



Aercdromes in Northern France lncluding
Chartres,

Rallway goode yards and barges, and

28 hesvy bombers went to set alight to
foresta.

Ope heavy bomber reported lost off
the Dutch coast and crew of one medium bomber
were killed on return through a crash.

3. German Air Foroe.

Agdl ticnal reports of enamy bombing on
the night of September Jrd/4th state that large
numbers of ipcéndiary bombs were dropped in
Eent and Essex, but very little damage resulted,.

Yesterday enemy made 2 heavy attacks. The
first at about 9 a.ms conslsted of ebout 150
alrcraft, flew ip over south coast, was intercepted
by our fighters and broken up 1nte groups. Enemy
casualties were heavy and one squadron deatroyed
15 apemy direraft without sustaining a casualty.
& mercodromes were attacked but po sericus damege
wae caused. Damage waes done to property in
Canterbury, but casuslties wers slight. In early
afterncon, a second formation of about 200 Oy 8
in via the Thames Egtuary. This again was inter=-
cepted, and heavy losses caused to the B N8mY.
Bombs were dropped in the Medway area; nelther
casualtles nor damace was serious. The Vickers-
Armstrong meroplans works gt Weybridge were hit
by 5 or & high explosive bombs; considerable
damage was caused, and production will be seriously

affected. Cgaualties reported are 56 killed anpd
gao/



280 wounded. In these two ralds 58 enemy aircraft
were definltely destroyed.

Last night enemy activity, mainly by
single aireraft, extended over & wide mrea, but
was principally directed against the Thames
Egtuary, Bplstol Channel and Liverpool areas.
Large fires were started in Tilbury Docks, but
were under control before daylight. Other fires
elsewhere in docks were quickly extingulshed.
Other bombs dropped in Londen area, including
Westminater, causing little damage and few
casualtless A sustalned attack in the Liverpool
area caused extensive damsge to property; casualties
at present reported ipclude 15 killed. Fires
were started at an oll refinery but did not resch
the oll cistern and are under control. During the
night our fighters shot down 2 epemy bombers.

4, Summary of Alyr Casulties.

Enemy:

Destroyed. Prnhnbl!.DlnnEod.

our flghtera
durlng the day ..

Bombers: 13 3 4
Fighters 39 1s 18
B{ our fighters
dur ng the Dightiu
Bombers -4 o 1
Totala 54 19 23

Britieh: 17 fighters (1l pillots safe)
b. Shipping Casualties.
(a) By E. Boats.
A south bound convoy was attacked by E-boats

of
I esapt coast Yosterday, ang 3 ahip
8

tota
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(total tonnage 18,250)were sunlk,

(b) By U-Boat.

Early yesterday mornlng s.s. "T4tan"

(9,000 tons) ocutward bound to Sydney snd in

convoy, was sunk ipn porth western approsches.
89 Buropeans have been saved.
G Middle East.

Scmaliland. Yesterday 3 medium bombars
attacked a rall ay staticn and carp on Jiboutl
rollway.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

S8eptember 7th, 1940.

Re
'6\5-15? D
£€p

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report on the military situation.
This was sent off from London early this
morning.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very eincerely yours,

o

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D, C.



Telegram despatched from London
early on the morning of September Tth.

Havel.

September Lth Fleet Air Arm aircraft
from 2 aircraft carriers attacked asrodromes
in Rhodes; at one an ammunition dump was set on
fire and 6 aircraft were probably destroyed on
the ground; at the other hits were registered on
2 main hangars. Fighter opposition was encountered
and L aireraft falled to return.

Two cruisers (one H.M. A. 8. Sydney)
bombarded Scarpanto with good results. The
Sydney was unsuccessfully attacked by 3 E-boats,

2 of which were sunk by H. M. destroyer Ilex
and the third demaged.

Unsuccessful enemy alr attacks were made
on the Fleet during the day.

2. Royel Air Force.
During night operations September Lth

= 5th direct hits on 8tettin synthetic oil plant
ware scored by almost all of 20 aireraft which
attacked. At least 4 tell chimmeys collapsed and
very large fires were atarted. 041 cisterns at
2 portas were sttacked and fires caused at both
places. Crews of 4 aircraft attacking oll stocks
at Magdeburg report that ell their bombe hit the

target, starting a fire. About 100 fires were

started/



started in the Hartz Mountains, and many others
in the Black Forest area, and elsewhere; accom-
panying explosions indicate that ammunition
dumps had been set off, PFifteen merodromes in
Forthern Fpance were bombed and in every case
but one direct hits were obtained end fires
starteds B8earchlight glere hampered observation
of attack on power station at Berlin, but hits
were seen. Two other eircraft bombed Spandau
aireraft factory. Absence of cloud prevented
oparations by medium bombers yesterday.

Last night 95 bombers set out with
following objectives:

Foreat areas;

011 plents at Stettin, Hemburg and
near Munich, and oil etocks at Kilel;

E-boats at Boulogne, barges elsewhere
and the Tirpitz at Wilhelmsheven;

Railweys and water way targets and
gun emplacements opposite Dover were also indi-
cated for attack. Three heavy bombers are
missing.

8ix heavy bombers were despatched to
attack Flat works, All these returned.

3. Germen Air Force.

Production at Vickers Adircraft works

will probably be reduced to 35% of normal this

week, and 25% next week.
Fires caused in Admiralty oil depot

at Pembroke dock and at National 01l Refineries,
previously/



previously reported, were both extinguished
yesterday.

Night of September Lth - 5th Pasther
reported that bombing was general in Yorkshire,
mumerous fires were started in Darlington,
and there were some casualties. Extensive
bombing took place throughout Eamst Anglias. At
Mancheater, hotel and residential property and
public aservices suffered. There was somes indus-
trial damege in the neighbourhood, and near
Liverpool Dunlop Works were hit, production
affected by 50% and repairs estimated one week.
Damage at Tilbury Docks was as followse:

1 shed burnt;

1 shed partially collapsed,

1 workshop partially burnt,

a ship and a launch set on fire but

little damaged,

office bullding of a shipping line

- burnt.

Yesterday 2 heavy attacks tock place,
the first at 9.40 consisted of sbout 150 enemy
aireraft, and appeared to be directed against
aerodromes in Kent and Essex areas. One asrodrome
attacked is at present temporsrily unserviceable
at night, and at another 2 aircraft were damaged
on the ground., BSome dislocation of Failway
traffic and damage to hous. property was cesused

in/



in Boutheastern outer suburbe of London.
Balloon barrege at Dover was also attacked by
12 enemy fighters,

In the afternoon a raid of about 250
strong approached the seme aree and Thamea
Estuary. Two attacks were made on one aerodrome,
but demage is not serious., Theameshaven 01l
Refinery was hit and 2 small petrol cisterns and
€ heavy oil cisterns fired; by early this
morning the fires had been considerably reduced.
Both these raids were intercepted by our fighters
and casualties caused es follows:

Enemy - by our fighters:

2 bombers destroyed (additional to night
of September Lth-5th) 2 bombers damaged. Enemy
bombers 5 destroyed,9 probeble, 9 demaged.

Fighters 31 destroyed, 13 probeble, 6
damaged.

Unidentified, 2 dsmaged.

Unidentified, 1 destroyed and 1 damaged by
anti-aireraft fire.

Totels: 39 destroyed, 22 probable, 20 damaged.

British: 23 fighters (11 pilote killed or
missing)

Last night raids started about 8.30
againet Midlands and Northern areas., Later raids
were comoantrated mainly on Scuthemat counties
and suburbe of London dietrict. Mine laying was
also reported off East Bgotland, Thames Estuary,
and Bouth Coast. Bomba were dropped

indiscriminately/
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