
1nd1acriminatel7 t.IU'o\l&llOut London euburban 

al'Ot., but both d.....,. and 0118\lt.l t1ee wore 

utoniehiql y • 11&'.ht. L1 vorpool area wu 

-•d at maJ17 po1ata with both H. K. and 1DdeD• 

41&r7• 11.re• were oauae4 an4 ctamaae don• to 

bou.9• proper\7, water malna, mad railwq c.<m­

&Wl1Ct.t1ona. L1.M &treat ra1lft7 atat1on wu 

hit and d-• cauaed to tile tr11Ck and telephona 

apte:m. 

4 . 8h1PR1n4 Oyual tiet. 

Rerorenoe paraai-* 5 or 7eeterd1¥ '. 

•\mDAIT• Prca tu.rt.her report• .reoei ntd tlau.r• 

or 12,250 llMl1 be reduoad to 5, 500. 

(a) • U-boat. 

Betw .. n A-t 23rd and leptember 3rd 

3 additional Br1Uah •hi:P• (total tonneae 9 ,000) 

were eUDk in llorthwHtern approacheo. One wu 

111 OOD'907 • 

(b) ILl1£· 
All outward boUDd conw7 wu attacked 

wit.bout •uaoen ,..t.erdq, 

!be 8, I . Melbourne &tar (11,000 ton•) 

- bound t.- Auetra11a with _..,.,.. and 

rerr11J8l'tlted OaJ'llO Uld DO t 1n CODT071 WU 

torpedoe4 an4 .. chine IJUIUllld ott Weatarn Irelt.Dd. 

OM - hit roreoutle an4 wounda4 oM ...,, ,,, 



s. Mic14le hit. 

L1bla, September 4 th 34 medi1m1 bQnbore 

attaolte4 aero4romu in li1utern L;Ybia. Hite wore 

reg1e t ero4 on bu1ld1nsa , at leaet ono aircraft 

waa doetro;re4 on tho ground and 2 eeaplanee 

demage4 at Bomba, One machino tailed to return 

and the pilot ot another wu 1<1lled, but the 

obeer'"'r broU&)lt the aircraft beclc. 

xeva. 8eptembor JN! J aircNtt ot 

South AtriOIJI Air .Poroe -bed an 8118"17 toro4rome 

and poeition, Thre• en..,. aircraft _,.. 

dee tro19d on the iJ'OUDd, one ot our machine• wu 

abot down b;r anti- ai rcraft tire, and another 

forced landed in enom:r terr1tor;r. 

llMa• Yoeterda:r an enemy formation 

ot 17 tl!lhteN an4 8 bombere appeare4 over the 

alan4, lNt droppe4 no bolllba, Our aircraft 

deatro;red one fi!lhter an4 aeverel:r damaged two 

more. .. had DO oaaual t1ea. 



-
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The Honourable 

llUTllM lMl•tlY. 

W41Ml lfCT01111 0 D.C • 

8opt .. ber 8th, 1940. 

Dear Mr . Pretident, 

I onolo1e herein • copy or 
the lateet report oo the mi l itary 

a1tuat1oo. Thie••• aent orr trom 

London earl¥ th11 morn1na. 

Bel1e•e me, 

Dear kr. Prea1fent, 

Very atocerely youra, 

"It< 11-.G.__.. .. "•' ) 

~f/r:f <.- l? ... tf."" 

Franklin D. Rooae• elt, 

Prealdeot ot the United Sta t e1 ot America, 

Waahi.ogton, D. c. 



Tel•sr .. deepe\ohed rroe London 

earl7 OD \he •ornlDi or Sep\..i.er 8th. 

1, .llaill• Three drlttere and a 

motor-torpedo boat were attaoked b7 en.., 
airoratt ott Polkeetone 7eeterd117 •hllet 

att-Uni to rHoue 0.l'llaD eirmen. Tb• 

oaptain and three ot th• orn ot the motor­
torpedo boat were wounded. 

A nawal oorwett• wae euak iD oollleion 

with a ••rohallt ate .. er o~ Xortheaat Ireland 

7eetard117. 

H.M. A. s. "Hobart", eaoortiaa a conToy, 

,... attaoked aneral ti.II•• b7 airer.rt lD the 

Red Sea on Sept-er lith but euetained no ~II•• 

a.11. BubaarlDe "Tribune• report• 

tlrlna two torpedoee et a U-boat in "orth•••t•rn 

approach•• and olailla on• oertain hit. 

1 . lpal. Mr Pont. D.lrlq tbt n11hi 

or Beptlllllber li~8th the Btettln aJDthetlo oil 

plant and oil tar1•te at a..hur1, ICiel, and 

a ..... bur ...... attaoked and ra ....... •tarted. 

Allout llO toree\ tlrH nre oneed ln \lie Harts 
and Blaok Poreet ar.... Rallwq o_,.,,loaUou 

were alao attacked. Bouloan• harbour wao h•••ilJ 
11...,ed and..., ll1ta ••re reoorded. OWi •­

plao-n\e eppoai te llower and Calai • llaftour 

ware/ 
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Hre a\\aol<ed bu\ reeulh WlObae1•,..d. Other 
objeotiY•• reached were dock• in lillla llatu&J'7, 

aeaplana baa• in Northern Holland and aneral 

Repor\a indicate \Ila\ aucce11t'ul 
reaulta were obtained at Piat ractol')'. At 

aero-4l111ine work& a hua• 7ellow exploaion 
occurred, and at one lar1• aquare building a 
rire waa •••n tw1nt7 ainutoa later and onlJ 
the wall• appeared to be lett. 

Laat n1ght 88 bc.llera were deopatched 
•1th th• tollowia, principal objectiY••· 011 
atooka &lid power etatioD at BerliD, toreat 

areaa, ra.11~ oOlllllUD1cat1oD8, aerodroeea 1n 

•ortharn Praace, 11111 11111>lac .. enta oppoaite 
Donr, bar1ea aad ah1pp1D1 a\ Oatend &lid 

Bcnalope, alao to Wldertaka aia•-l&JiDI opera­
Uoaa. Two h•a"tl' bc.llera are aiaaia,. 

a. Qt=p Air lone. n.tr1q th• 

llitllit ot 8optmber 11th/6th oaa e- bOllber wu 
abot down and aaothor dalla1ed, both b7 aati­

aireratt tire ia the TJae area. 
(icS...- ,., 

Teaterd&JLabout 700 eatm11 airorart 
are aatillated to haYe b .. a opera\1111 oYer tho 
vau .. xtas••· fte t1rat anau ooaa1at1Jll ot 
abCN\ 1'1'11 Moh1a.. appeared o,..r Southeaat 
llajilaael at 11ao a.a • .,.4 waa 1ateroepted b7 

oar t111>ter aqoaeelrou aad 41operaed arter aa 
laom''a tlpUq wUh the loaa ot l'I' a1rarart. 

~· ware dr~ltd la 8011th .,.4 Boa.th•••' Oilier 

Lo .. oo/ 
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London eullurb1 but apart t'rom nry alight 

dam&&e at an a1rcrat't worl<a no demaso ot' 

111portance baa been reported. Another raid 

~proached Portl&Dd but DO attack deYeloped. 

In tho at'ternooo at about 12:.16 a 1ocood 

tormatio.a ot about 30 ome over Kent, X.•t 

Swoaex, and tho l'halee Ratuary areae. Bomba 

were dropped ch1et'ly 1o the lledwa,y Eetuary area 

where t'1rea were cauaed but ware quickly under 

oootrol. Thie raid alao •aa atrenuouely 

oppoaed by our t'1ghtera and by l•l!O the enom,y 

had been t'orced back, r e tiring into atrons 

eecort patrol• concentrated iD the Btraita ot' 

A third and llll&ller raid approached 

the -e• Bootuary ln the neniDI and a t'urtber 

attaok waa made on Th•eeh&no 011 whanee. 

Berioua t'irae were etartad, tbe ret'loery 11 now 

deetroyed and one oietero la etill burning. 
[" s.,.-. " • 7• J 

Laat DlghtLODOllQ' eotlYity wae OD a 

reduced aoele, raid• wh1oh eppro.ahed London 

oeaalns aooo at'ter aidDight. Boatiered raid• 

ocourred iD the llldlande and South Walea, llline­

laying wae auapeo ted ott the llu t Cou t . 

Bomba were dropped ln London area 1D 8outh•aatern 

IADer eullurba. llmoa41• waa oauaad to property 

and publio 11nio1a at Southwark wh•r• there 

were/ 



were 70 oaaual t1e• and tirea were oauaed 

iD a Dumber or otreeta in the Weot Ho:o 

quarter, •here 102 oaaualtiea occurred. At 

L1Yerpool d.a1a11e to hou••• end public 

eerTicea waa cauaed and tirea were etarted 

at 2 oil lllilla. 

Pirea in London docka previously 

reported are now extinauiahed. 

Right tighter patrols are being 

ll&intained orr the Dutch coaat and over tho 

Ruhr . 

4. SUmaary or air cuualti•• :­

~ b7 tightere: 

Pi!!htero: l>eatro7ed 

37 

Prob81>le 

16 

Dlmagod 

7 

B9!1beu: ...:!. ...!_ ...:!. 

Total a 44 20 14 

Br1titb• 22 airorart (7 pilota killed or 

a11dq). 

s. Shipping C•1Ualtie1. B7 U-boat. 

BllrYivor1 lauded at Bal.tiaore report that 

their Br1t1oh ah1p (4,000 tone) wu aunt on 

Aaau•t Nth wh1lot re1cu1na 1urv1Yoro rrom 

B.M.s. "P•n•ano•"· 
One Britiah ob.ip (4, 600 ton•) tu.e­

wal'd bcund •• llWllt b7 a1rorart orr But 

Bcottioh coaat 7eatel'd~ .,.eni na. 

5./ 
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e. M1441e l!&lt• 

~· On September 11th one ene!IQ' 

bOllber attaoked lhlea, DO caaualt1 ••• oa11aed . 
Oladiatora ot Ro1al 11c7Ptlan .lir Force were 

deepatohed but tailed to intercept. 14 en81111 

bomber• attaoked Mere• Matruh cauaina d&m&11e 
to railwa,y 1lding1. 

Uallag 8S?''1lfA4. On Septcl>er 4th 

rour bOllber1 or South Atrican .lir Force attacked 

an Italian aerodrome and damased tour bQllber1 
on the around, or • blob 8 were prcb1bl7 de1tro7ed, 
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"!!!:~­'("'! ;a; 

Tho Honourable 

Dear Mr. Prea14ent , 

IAITllM 1118.All'f. 

WA.IMUICTOJI. o.e. 

8ept<o51ber -9~1~ 
c===-

I enoloee herein a oop7 ot 

t ho latoet report on tne military 

aituation , Thie wee eent ott trom 

London late on the evening ot 

5eptembor 8th. 

Bol1e'f'8 me, 

Dear Ill'. President, 

Very aincerel7 10u.r1, 

Pranltlin D. Roosevelt , 

Preeident ot tba United 8t ato1 ot ....,rica, 

Waahiniit;on, D. c . 



hl.•81'• dratted 111 London on 

September 8th, 

l , lft.Val airer.rt have wcceeet'Ull:r 

attaoke4 two mel'Obant eh1pe ott tha Norwegian 

oout, which, Wiien lut eeen, were abandoned 

an4 U.11lt1q, 

A conTO:r or 15 Br1t1ab abipe bu 

lll'l'1ve4 111 home water• rl'<>ll Weat Arrica. 

2 . le™ Air roroe. 
IJW'ing the n1S)lt or tbe 6th - 7th 

a power etat1on, motor worlte , marllhal.lina 

;rarU, cable work& and two oil targeta were 

attaolted in the Berli11 area, cauaina tire• 

an4for exploeione. 11&117 tire• also cauae4 in 

tl>e Blaolt Poreat. flucoeeat'Ul attaclte aleo 

carried out qa.1118 t iureballiJlg :reNa in llWlr 

area. Mroctrmaea near lrueMl• and 1D Wort.bent 

Pl'Uloe , sun ~laoementa at Cap Gri• 11 .. an4 

Boulope doolte, 

Laat nigbt 9J boaab&N 4eapatobe4 

to attaolt barge• an4 ahippi.111 at tha chaJlnel 

port• , •b1PP111i an4 doolte at BD4en, raJ.lwq 

an4 marllhal.1101 yar4&, • .._. aero-• in 

Jlortlmeat l'l'anoe, eoutharn aoll8 or Blaolt PoNat • 

.All. &iroratt NWl'D•4• 

J./ 



3. a.men AJ. r roro• . 
About 70 aJ.roratt attacked taraeta 

1JI lo:aat Kent 711aterd&)' morning. At 16. 30 boura 

"°""' 90 •n01111 aJ.rora.rt attacked London and tbe 

n.-a Eat114r7 areu. TheH ...,,... followed at 

11.00 boUJ'a b7 • HOODd ...... 1nvolrtng 250 

a1rorart, end b7 18. 00 boura bea"f7 attack bad 

been made on 1ndu8tr1al and dock areae on botb 

a1dea ot tbe 'l'hamea. e.r1oua t1ree a tarted at 

oil 1natallat1ona at Purtl .. t and Sbellbann and 

at au worlta at Barlt1na. Larse n1Dber ot -a 

alao dropped 1n dockland, oaua1ng aar1oua t1rea . 

Bn11117 act1Y1t7 reo-nced lut night 

and tl'Olll 20. 10 boura •til 04. 30 boure, a atream 

ot a1ngle aircra.rt attacked tbe docl<a, ra1lw&T• 

and power atat1on in tbe areater London aree. 

A rew airorart aleo N aohed Liverpool , B1na1ngh•, 

1111d Boutb Walea. Prel1a1na17 reporta do not 

penal. t ot aacnarata renaw ot tile daage c ... ed 1JI 

London area but - a7 po1nte ...... hit and 

probabl7 dlmaaed, artact1ng cb1etl.7 tood atoraaa , 

tlour m1lla, araner1•• and oil 1natallat1ona. 

Ber1oua daage cauaad to London docke , and tire• 

llan naoeH1tatad •nCNat1on ot Bilnrtown. 

Benral rail~ linaa 1n lut and Boutb LonOon are 

at pnaant bloaad, and oartain aiJlor d_.,. baa 

be• Oone to Lan- rail~ ta1'111111. .Al though 

1t 1• tllared that aana1d8rabla 4-a• baa '118• 

tona, pral1a1Jlar7 repcrte 1nd1cate that T•l'7 little 

...... baa , 1ql to tlla PNMDt, been don• to 0111' 

war/ 



war in4uat~1••• All A.R. P. 1ol'T1ce1 are 
tunot1oning acllll1rabl7 and all t1reo are 

al.raaq l e11 1ntenae and a re being broll&ht undar 

control . 

4 . swear1 ot air ouualtiee 

(uolW11n ot reporta trom A.A. ) 

lll!l!!l - b7 ti sh tera 

Deetro71d Probable Dem11Bed 

Pigbtere 4.5 19 13 

-b•ro ~ ......u .....i2 
Totei. 74 34 33 
Pr1 tit!! - 27 tightere (13 pilots ute) 

.5. A o......, aol41er puaclluUat , 4reae• d 

I.JI 01 rtlien clot.bee and in poeaeaaioD ot a 

reoe1Ting and t r anamittl.Jlg wireleea eet , waa 

captured 1D sortb Banta OD S.ptember 6tb. Bi• 

m1111oD - to r91>0rt OD 4mage to aero4romee. 

6, 111441• laat. 

'Dire• BlenbeiM IOOred d1reat bita OD 

.._b r&il1197 br14S• 90 all•• east et Ad41• 

Alla'be on Sep-lier 6tb. 

Maroa Matl'llb a t tacked b7 •Delll7 

llroratt OD \be •- dq, but no reporta 

ITallabla. 

J'lTI a1roratt attacked Hatta OD 

lept•'ber 6tb, oaW11ng no d-.p. 



I!!!!· Eleven I talian bomber•, 

eaoorted b7 24 fightere , caused alight demage to 

the do~ and to a Briti sh submarine 

;yeaterdq. One en9111T t i ghter shot down and 

enother probabl7 deatro;red bir A. A. tire. 

1 . Projected action against United x1ngocxn. 

Bulk of atrilti ng strength of Gennan 

Air Poree remain disposed in a creeoent rrom 

Brest to Ameterdam. '!'hie striking atrangth 

reoentl7 1ncreaaad b;y tranator ot long- range 

bombers f r om Nol'lrq to Belgium, Short-range di w­

bomber uni ta , recent ly W1 thdrawn from attack on 

Jtns:le.nd, have now been moved to forward aerodrome a , 

preaumabl 7 in preparation for re-emplo;vment 

againat thi s country. 

During the past week, German Air l'Orce 

baa devoted main ottorts towarda weakening tighter 

defences in Boutheaa t England. Tbeir air attack 

on thi• area Will probabl;r be greatly 1ntene1t1ed, 

weather perm! tt1ng, trom now omrarda. 

Intormation recently r e cei ved regarding 

west and south 1110vement or bargee and small ships 

to porte 'between Oat.end an4 Havre euggeet very 

aarl7 elate for 1Dvaa1on, since theH craft would 

not be lllOftd -••Har1l7 early to poe1 tione 

iao axpoeed t o our bombing atte,,1te. D1epoaition 

of Ge....., Air l'Orce wgaeats initial landing 

operations ma;y be attempted south ot the l ine 

t'roll Waah to Southampton, • i noe fighter s and 

ehor t-r ange 41 ve-bom'bere are unlikely t o be able 

to/ 



to 111n adequate aQPport outaidoo thie area. 

Pw'the""°""• th& llOOft alld t10e condition• during 

the peri od ot 8tb - 10th are moet tavourebl• to r 

eea-borno 1nvaa1on on our eouthoaat coaet. In 
a4dit1on to attaclc.a on our aout.beaet coaat, it ta 

ll.kel7 that rna111 expedition will come troa 1!1mburg 

or Bal tic , which could be l&WICbed via Kiel Canal 

or Skqerrak. 



, 

The Honourable 

I RITllM IMI AllY, 

WAI MIMCTOM, D.C. 

Bepterber 10th, 191.0 

Dee.r llr. Preeident, 

I enoloee herein a oopy ot 

the lateet report on the military 

situation. Thie wae eent off early 

thia morning. 

Believe mo, 

Deer llr. Prea1dent, 

V~ry einoerely youra, 

Prankl1n D. Roosevelt, 

Preaidant ot the United 8tatee ot America, 

Waah1ngton, D. c. 



Tel•P'.,. dl'ette4 in Lon4on earl:!' 

in the mol'llinc ot Sept.ember 10th, 

19i.o. 

Roral Air lorn 

During the nilht ot 7tl\/8th, attacl<a 

on •hipping were carried out at Calaie, 

-trlc, Bollloa:ne llD4 Oetan4, Obee,.....tion wae 

41tt1cW. t on H0'"1nt ot ha&• and M&l'ohlight aott• 

11.t,.. aa ...... ai 41reot hit• ..... . howner, 

obee...,.4, an4 tiN• W9l'e etarta4. Large 

azploeione ..... -a4 at ratlwa,. ei41111• in 

llorthel'll ~. and 41reot hita on hancare 
ware Ngietere4 at Col.Jaal' reaulting in a tieroe 

til'e . lxtanalft tire• weN etarte4 and exploetone 

oauae4 111 Bl- Poreet. PiN• were aleo etarte4 

at Krupp'• worke . 

Yeete1'4a:!', unauitable weather 

oon41tione PNftnte4 -bllll asatmt objactiYee 

in O.r.aq but Dmllc111'1< and Boulogne hal1>oure 

were bo-4 llD4 aleo an aarodl'o• in Hollan4. 

1'11rM ~- bolllbere 414 not Nturn. 

Laai ldpt, 90 .... ..,. - •41-
bolillel'• .,.... _, oat all but taoo to attaolc 

8111pp1q at 11119n, - an4 ~I and 

llol'tb•l'll ......... Ul4 Belli- porta, the .... 1nt111 

two bta'7 ~· WN 41reota4 ap.l.mt railwa,. 
'81'pt9, lllm '11....,r• are 11halq, 

2. ftsmp Mr rpm. 
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attack on London clocu ..... 4w'ing eftnin& or 

7th an4 Ill.pt or 7t!V8th ten4 to con1'iNI that , 

although damage anc1 caaualtiea were eeTore, tha 

general arrect on war production ie Tery little. 

At Woolwich Al'Hnal 4a!Mge to the plant 1e 

conaiderebla bllt certain Hotione are untouohed. 

At tha Ro7al Doclc7ard, no .. chinery waa 4-ged, 

but three a tore houeae with atoree were 4-ged. 

YHterda7 llOrning at 11 • .50, about 

300 en_. airoran coUaoted Ul4 approached 

Bouth-lla•t -•t, onl7 about 6o penetrated inland. 

Dowr and cma aarodr- were attaclted eoon arter 

noon; rarMtion• were intercepted and w1 thdrn. 

Bo damaae reported. 

Laat n11ht apin tbe enaa;v' a attack 

wae dnoted almollt entirely to London, about 150 

airorart wera operating an4 were act1Te trom 

dual< until near dawn. TIUI •- areae were 

attaoked, with -clal attention to railway 

o-oationa. -.. waa a-rall.7 leu heaT)', 

but ocnaiderabla cl1aloaatlon waa -18ed on all 

rail aite tram Lonllon to the llaet and Bouth. 

Bame 1-tant l'oaU ..,. alao ~l'U'117 

bloclted. Tbl'ae luaa tire• were etaPted in the 

01t71 - Hftn llle7 paint• were hit, l.JIOludina 

•ord lloton IUd Ull oil inatallationa, There 

wu aleo - i eolated bollllina in llaetem county 

an4 llP1•tol -· 

'· 1E••rrrr...lat11LJ•1J1rL..!"l"'Bli1Ll'll'~•t1•· ,,,,,, el!t.n 

117 CUP t&ptwes-

, ¢2"' ••tl'o794 
l 

pro'Mble 

2 
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rtgbter11 

Br ant1- a1rorat't 
nre ... ,. 

Total.a 

Ir''' .. 2'P1
1 1

•i11 
4 rillbtera an4 2 piloh. 

12 bombers 11111a1n1. 

probable clomaga4 
l 4 

8 

It ia naw known that 21 a441t1onal OIWlllY 

air crat't were ehot down br ant1-a1rcra1't tire on 

Bept-r 7th, brlnging total e._. caallaltiee 

r9P0rted on Sept•bor &th to 95, 

4. 8hiPP1M C!!!al\i!t. 

])Qtcb ata-r (8500 tone) wea tarpedoe4 

tJoma tbe air reatel'4a,y an4 eubeequentl)' beached. 

5, nan1 

Laat night , light Cl'&tt carr1e4 out a 

llWMp ott - and ae111an Cbmmel porte , 

4aetl'O)'Wl'• am! mtor torpe4o boat• entering (eic) 

Oalllia , Danl<Ulc - Oetend. Little or no 

oppoaU1on anooantol"84 an4 1111 ooncentrdion ot 

... ippina ob........S , Olla orui .... n• mined, but not 

aerioual7 Gamagod on the PetUl'n to bue. 
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IRITlllll IMIUIY. 

WAIH INCTOlll, O.C . 

September 11th, 19r,o -....&JiBfU .T 

Dear Mr . Pr-oeident 1 

I oncloao heroin • COPY o~ 

the lateet report 1'ee<1I ved t'ron London 

on U1• in.ll1tery 81 tuat1on. It wee 

de.tad Septer.lber 10th. 

Belie ve roe,, 

D•&r Mr . Pree1dent , 

v~ry •1nceroly yours . 

The Honourabl e 

Franklin D. Rooaevelt , 

President or the United States or America , 

Weahlngton, D. c . 



Telev1111 trom London dated 

September 10th, 1940 

1 . lla·ra1. 

Purtber detail• or neval operation 

repa~ted 1n paravaph v or 1'!•te~'• aumoary 

etete that ona CJ'U1oer approached Celala and 

sent deetro)'9r into the inner harbour; no 

ah1pp1ng wao Hen. Another crulser boabud8d 

the port or Boulogne, 1n cooperation 1'1th 

alrorert Whlah dropped rlareo. At Dllnk1rk, 2 

motor torpedo boat• entered the harbour and 

attacked 4 B-bcato, othe1'1'1ee nothing 1'a1 aaen. 

At Oetend, 2 1110tor torpedo boats entered the 

harbour end t'lrad 4 torpedoee, 1erioual1 

dumgi ... 2 ehlpa or 2,000 and 1 , 000 tone . 

Laat night S deatroyera in cooperation 

"1th lll'crart, - a peep off llorth !&at 

Pren.ch coaet; 1110tor torpedo boate carried out 

a el.Jldlar operation between Oetend and the 

mouth er the 8cheldt. !lo Nport yet l't!ce1Yed. 

AA auzillvy petrol YIH•l wu aunt 

bJ lline :reate1'4a7. 

Leat night Dover wae ohelled between 

6 &114 11 P••• , between lSo md 200 rounda were 

t'1re4 at tba town, hal'bOIU' Ul1 ah1pp1ng. Daaip 

&114 ceamlUu were alight. Tba - at Do'"r 

retUJ'Dff the tire. 

Taatel'da7 - •-t 9blp reported 

tllat,/ 
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that ahe waa b eins ehelle4 bY a rai4er eaot ot 

M&UJ'itiue, and a Britiah tanker wae ahelle4 by a 

U-boat near tha Azorea. 

2. RoY!J. Air Por ee. 

Durins the night ot September 6th/9th , 

the ma3or1ty ot ou~ bornbere euccee4ed in oar~1ns 

out at tack• on eh1pp1ng as ordered, and dropped 

their bomb& ln target areaa. Reeulta were 

d.itti eult to aeeeea owing to unfavourable weather . 

The crew or l heavy bomber preViouely reported 

mioains ia .ate. 

Yeete~ 7 medium bombers despat ched 

were obliged to abandon their taeke owing to 

uneultabl e weather . One a~cratt 18 m1Sains. 

POUi'" rleet air arm a1rorart bombed a concentration 

ot shipping near oatend, and regiotered one hit 

and aeveral near m1eeoe . 

Laet night 125 aircratt were eent out; 

48 to attack harbour• and •hipping in port• in 

Horth Bait Prance and Low Countries , 16 heavy 

bombere to attack 2 s•• works at Berlin, 33 heavy 

bC1Dber e to ahi pbuildlns yer4a at HambUJ'g and 

Bremen, and ot her t aeka were rail•t1.1 comwlica­

tione and. m1na laying; leatlet droPJ>ing in 

llor thern Prence, and dropping ot tlaree 1n 

oooperatlon wUb nenl an1 ta. 1 Will tley and 

l mecUum b-r have not r eturned. 

3, <temp Air rorot• 

3 out ot 5 tlrea a t Thameahaven are 

out, an4 all other nrea in London area except 

on. were reported under control yeaterday 

aftlllng. Allout 5 p.m. yaatal'dq, a raid, 

conaiaUng/ 



conaiating ot about 300 aircraft , approached London 

trom the South, but only a aection penetrated to 

Central London. 52 el'llllllY aircraft were destroyed. 

Bomba were cll"opped in outer auburba or South London, 

and aleo at Canterbu17, where damage to property wee 

exteneive and 8 pereone were killed and 12 wounded. 

L&at night en•Il".11' aircraft were active 

over London during the whole night until 5 a.m. A 

tew ot the ra1dere alao penetrated to south Walea 

area, 111dlanda, and Liverpool area. The main 

attack developed on the City ot London, where 

eeveral tires were ceueed, 2 being or major importance, 

One ct theee joined up with a tire already burning, 

and is now a 250 pump fire, but ia under control, 

One large and eeveral Sllall tires were started at the 

Ro:val AJ'aenal at Woolwich, and a cordite ehed wee 

blown up. llan;v important road and rail blockages 

have been cauaed in the London area, and the tracks 

at 811aring Croes Station are t11111Poraril;v out ot action. 

4. 8UD181':V ot air caaualties1 

Bne ... 1 
deetro;ved Probable damaged 

b:V our t1flhtere 

bombere 
tilhter e 

b7 anti- airer.rt 

bclller• 
aUDolnl 

Total• 

21 
29 

1 

52 

l 
8 

11 

Br1t111h canalt1ee1 20 airer.rt (15 p11ote ate) , 

3 boalb•ra Id.Nine. 

5, lhippiy OMUltl••· 

5 
8 

BT 0- bcata. A Bl'1t111h ahlp (2, 500 tona) and a 

Greet llllip (3,800 &one) were attacked in conToy 1n 

•ortiv' 
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Horth-W11t approach•• on September 8th •• • •••••• 

preaurned •unit in tho Red Sea on sept-r 6th. 

~ring the laat 2 dayo 45 oooan-going 
1hip1 hove aM'iYad in United Kingdo~ ports , 

includi re 8 t.anke re. and 15 oargoeo ot llinerala 

uid 1 ron ore . 

6 . M1441• l aat . 

~· On September 8th •nel:ll' aircratt 

attacked Lleraa llatruh, cutting main rail•ay 

l1ne end daatroying 500 gallona ot petrol. The 

arrinl at Rhoelea ot a rligjlt or mdern Italien 

bomblra "1th radiua ot action ot 1 , 100 mil ea 

indioatea the pooaibility ot tncrea11d ooale ot 
air attack on Heit• and 1!a7Ptien port1, and 

bring• I!'aq Within bCIDbing !'enge. 

11!!11!• 3 medium bomb• f'a ot south Atf'ican 

Ail' Poree attacl<ed on Sept•bl" 7th a mechanical 
tranaport ....,cant!'ation and aif'O!'att at 

Niogad11oio. It "" noticed the t main mechanical 

tran8p0f't park ••• COllPl•t•lY burnt out a• • 

Noul\ ot the raid on Auguet 26th . 

Pal11t 1ne, On SeptOllblr 18t h , 7 •n­
aircratt attacked Hait a. Th•l'I ,,.. conatderable 

cllDage to power bou .. , diatillation plant and 

oll retininc pip ... 
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lltTllM llllAttY, 

•AIN l•CTO•, D.C. 

September 12th, 1940 

Dear Wt·. Preeident. 

I enclose herein a copy or 
the lote1~ report on the military 

o1tuat1on. It la dated September 11th. 

deli eve me, 

Dear Mr. Prooident, 

Very a1noerely youre, 

the Honourable 

Franklin D. koo1evelt, 

Preo1dont ot the United State& ot Alner1cs, 

•••hinaton, D. c . 



/ 
T•l•ar ... troa London doted 

Septm:il>or 11th 

1. I!llt!!· Reference paraaroph 1, 

oub-paraaraph 2, or yeeterday ' e aUJllll&ry, 

i.'here ••• no ohipping in Calais harbour; 

deetroyer1 were engaaed by heaY7 shore batteriee 

end eeYer1l 1hote were cloee. At Boulosne only 

l amall •ux111ary cratt ••• met and • •• 

probaOl7 1uruc.; while returning &Jl &-l:X>1t wae 

engaged and d .... aed. 

Liaht naval toroea were aaatn oper­

ating orr ~rench and Selaian coaeta laot night; 

de1tro1era ott Oatend enaaaed a ateamer, S 

barK•• and a trawler which are believed to 

have been 1unk. 

Yo1terd97 alroratt or the Pleet Air 

Ara operatlnc o~ the llorwecian coaot attacked 

and hit 1 .. rchant •••••l (about 2,500 tone), 

d ... gad a eaall tanker b1 ne1r ml••••• end 

deotroyed oil ciot erne at Dolvlk. One 11roratt 
did not return. 

A llorwealaa tlaher1-protoct1on •••••l 

hao returned to Iceland and report• ha•iaa 
deatro1ed I German meteorolocloa l atationo on 

the eaat ooaet or Greenland. 

1 . .Ronl Air rorce. tw-ina the 

nlabt ot lept-er 9tb/10\A dlreot hl\1 on 

'bar a••/ 



bari•a and other t&ri•t1 in oortheaat French 

porta were rollowod by tiroa and oxploeiona. 

A iaa worka at Berlin waa attacked, and a violent 

exploeion reeulted. Kxtoneivo damage wa1 coueod 

u railway eorUDi Li1iJ yard1 at Brueaola. Bh1p 

yarda at Hamburg and er..,en wore both attacked by 

ae•er.i aircraft; ob1er••~ion •a. d1!1'1cult but 

ro11Ult1 believed aatiatactory. Single aircraft 

aloo att.aoked railway 1taUoaa at CWthavon and lUel . 

A corrected report atatee that only l 

or 186 bollbora waa loat. 

Yeatorday Chorbour1 aorodl'<llllo waa 

attacked and t1roa were at&l"ted. In the afternoon, 

11-Boate and merohant veaeola orr Dieppe wore 

bombed. Two I-Boat.a were probably ellllk. 

Laat ni1ht 11' bombera were despatched. 

ObJoctivea ware•• tollowa: 

Calaia, Oat.end and Plua!Uog barboura, 

s..- doclqard , barpa and a!UppiDi Boulogoo and 

Fluab1Di• Bruaaela aerodro .. and one other in 

Holland, Potad .. railway atatioo, railway yarda 

at Brua1el1 , 11UJ1--.placem1ot1 opposite Dover and 

II-Boat.a and deat.royora ott I.e Havre. 

111oa-lqiq waa alao carried out. Two 

heavy and 8 madiua bollbera have not returned, 

a. 9t"C'Q 6.ir Poroe. Additional report• 

or Diaht or Saptmbar t\ll/lOth. out.aide :London 

ar• : - riraa ware atartad in •aw Foraat but are 

aot aeriCIQ9. Bleat t'urllacaa at a at.eel worl<a oaar 
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Mancheeter were bit but produoti oo 1• not 

ettected. 

Within Londa>area: the dhtricte 

where principal damaae occurred were the 

X..t and Leet Centrel. Io two areea inter­

terenco to electrical eer-ricea hae resulted. 

Some 1orioue tirea were oaueed , chietly in 

docka area, and major d...aae wae done b7 

ioceodiaJ'7 bomba at one other railwll)' teruunue; 

but oo 8epto:ibor 10th eYening all riree in 

London roa1on were reported aa under control , 

and fire at ThameehaYan ae graduall7 eubeiding, 

one more ciatern haYin& been exttngulahed 

during the arteroooo. 

Yeaterday owing to weather conditione, 

•D""'7 airorart operating e1nal7 or in paire 

carried out racollJl&iaaanoa tlighta onl7. Two 

were allot down. A raw bcoabe ware dropped lo 

South Coaet are• and one demolished a railw*7 

alaotrlcit7 eub-etatioo. 

I.eat n1abt ao~ re1d1og •~t•d at 

duak and CODUDUed until ':SQ. l.ondoo Wa& &aaln 

the objaot1Y•, where dooka and railwll)'e appear 

to baYa bean their objaot1Ye. About 180 air­

orart ware operating o.,.r the .. tropolia Wbiob 

... a UUla 1 ... than on th• prniou• oiaht 

and o1U11&1t1H ara tbouaht to ban bean oo a 

ar .. u7/ 
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gr••tly roduoed aoale, A tow airoratt alao 
went to South Wal•• and the L1Yerpool are• but 

oauaed little damage and no oaeueltie1. In 
the London are• a major tire wao oauaed in 

the docks near the Tower Bridge, and elsewhere 

in tho dock.a b¥draul1c ,..ine were burat. One 
Thant•• bridge i• temporarily eloaed owing to 
the importance or the tire in an adjoining 

taotory. Unexploded bomb• tell in a gooda yard, 
tires were caused in a tea warehouse and a 

timber yard. Other t1rea and dar.iase oeueed waa 
not or a milit•ry nature. 

PreYioue tirea. The tire in the City 
i• 1till burning and 7& pumpe are in aotion. 
'l'boae at oil inatallationa on the aouth bank 
ot the 'l'hU1•• eatuary h•YI been extinjjUiehe<I 
but require watching. 

It ie now reported that on the night 
ot September Bth/~th So~eraet Houae and tbe 
Ro7•l Courte or Juetice were hit cauaing aerioua 
d ... 1e at both plaoee. 

4 . 8'1mery ot Air O••ual tie1 . 

In~ oaaualtiea: 

87 our t1ib tera : 

Bomb era 

Brit1ah caaualt1eas 

l t181>ter daatro7ed (pilot eat•) 

Probable 

l 

e. / 
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&. Shipping C!!Ual t1e1. 

81 aublllar1ne: 

Ke.rl7 th1e lllOrning l Br1t1ah eh1p 

(4, 700 tona) end l Dutch ehip (2, 000 tone) 

were torpedoed in the Northweatero APproachea. 
Yoatorda,y morning a Norw•atan ab1p 

(4,300 tone) waa bOUlbod and eWlk when in oon­
YOJ. Yoetorda,y 111<>rnina a Sr1t1ah eh1p 

(6, 800 tone) waa bombed b7 a1rcratt al>out 500 
m1loa oaat ot Maur1t1ua. 

A convoy or 51 eh1pe baa arrived. 
Car1000 include 16 or eteal, 20 or lumber, 

and there are 2: tankera. 

6. Middle bfat. 

Ilfl7pt and L1b7a. On Sept•ber 9th 

86 .. d1- bombera attaolted harboura, land1111 

arounda and machaniaed tranaport in t.eotern 

L1b7a. Two an9a1¥ airoratt were daetroyod on 

tho around and bomba tell among concentration• 

ot a1roratt and 1118Chan1aed tranaport. 

ill our machinH returned aately. On 

the o .. e d117, tha •n81111 bombed Meraa Matruh 
but onl7 al11ht damage waa dona and there were 

no ouuUti••• 

Sudan. On September 7th three a1r­

orat't auoceutull, bO-.ad an Hallan aerodrome 

'Ohare one •Da.J airoratt wu abot down. 

PalaeUna/ 
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1*leet1ne. On Sept .. ber 9th en..., 

aircraft ett•cked Tel AY1Y, t1ro1 were 1tarted 

e.nd 10Teral hou1e1 were demaaod. 

7. Netorence auamary or Sept ember 

10th, paraaraph s, eub-par111raph 2. It 1• 

known that dur1na th1e raid the German Air 

Porco had order• to break of'! their taek ir 

our ~tgbter opposition pro•ed too s~rona. 



, ... 
Dear Mr . Pr••14ent, 

IAITllM IMIAllY. 

W41M I NCTOM. D. C. 

8~b•r 14th, 1940. 

I enolo•• h• r•in a cop1 ot 
the l ateat report reoe1Yed trom London 
on tb• a111t•r7 e1tuat1on. It 1• 
4ated 6eptollber 13th, 

BelieYe m, 

Dea r Mr. Pre1ide.nt, 

Very 11ncerely your•• 

( Por t he Ambuudor) 

The Honourable 

Pranklin D. Roo11T1lt, 

Pree1dent or the United State a or .Allertca, 
Wallbln,ton, D. o . 

-
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TOlegrwn from London detod September 1 3th, 1940. 

l. ~· 
In the e arly morning yesterday o 

BritiGh dootroyer sighted a doatroyer off 

Cosablonca steering north-weot at 25 knots. 

She illW1Uneted her and opened fire but ceased 

on d1scoverin,g that the deett'Oyer was French,. 

No h1 ta were m11de and the fire we.a not returned. 

The same afternoon the art'.!•Cd merchant 

cruiser 11
\
0/olfe11 was £1.ttacked by four ent.rnY 

aircratt off \leot Irelond. A delayed action 

bomb tell on the deck and was thrown overboe.1'11 ; 

one near miss did auperficial damage . 

2. Rotal Air Force. 

!light bombing Septer.iber 11t h/12th 

reported ea extremely successful . Eighty-three 

airc ratt aircrnft attnckcd sh ipping and barge 

concentrations in hBrbom•D f rom. Hamburg to 

BoUlogne causing large tires and expl ostone . 

Bombo tell near the bow of e ither the 0 aremen11 

or "Europe.11 at Bremorhaven with u.nknown 

results . Four heavy bol!t>ero ettaoked the 

AAhalter rail"ay station at Berlin and meat 

bombe tell across goods yards . 

taeterdey three Blenhe1cts , escort ed I 
by 

·· ~=.;.;;;.;..._ __ 
-~ 



a. 

by throe tightore, attacked fif t een merchant 

veesels of !' Le Rnvre ; one cerchant s hip and one 

tanker were hit , 

It i o reported no·,7 t hat on Sep t eni>er 

11th six Bl enheim& attacked a convoy or seventeen 

merchant vesoele of f Co.lo.is ; one wae hit end eet 

on 1"1.re, another probably do.~e.ged by near misses. 

one enemy fighter waa shot down. 

Last night forty heavy bombers were sent 

out t o the follo "oving tw.·geto : Jlmden dockyard , 

Bruseele power station, and railTtoy objectives i n 

nort hern oennany. 

returned. 

All ou1• aircraft have 

German Ai r "?,oree . 

!iight of Sept em er 11th/12th. 

The attack on London continued for h1ne 

houra llnd , o1 thouc;h widespread , was considerably 

less errect1ve and casuelt i ea are thought to have 

been much n."Uallor than on previous night . An 

outstanding feature was the largo number ot incen­

diaries dropped ond extinguished before harm wae 

caused . 

Another noticeable feature wao that 

attack on tho southe rn Railway was :further a.way 

fran London tennJ.nuee e . A tire at one engineer­

ing worke has been extinguished with no damage to 

plant . Several othor medium and minor !':l.1•ea are 

all under control or ext ingu.tshod . Two O?lbllY 

eircrart •nere shot down by anti- aircr aft fire 

during the night . Fire at Thameshaven has been 

put out . 

/Yesterday 



Yeeterda;; owln~ to cbanaod weather 

con11Uona enouy ect1 vHy coneiated cie1nly or 

reconno1aaanco o bi D1n.Jlo aircraft . 

dropped on railway At Reo.dlng ond Bonbury COWiing 

te:uporary mtoppogoo on 1.ta.in lineo. Sane in te.r-

cept1ona were medo and OUI' f1ehters destroyed one 

enemy boribor. Do.r.Logo wao caused to public 

services at Harro"te ond a barraee balloon , 

breaking looeo trotA Coventry, did aerioue d~o 

to telephone cebl .. et R'.11;by. At Eestinsa a 

f'ow houses wore 4o..;aol1abo4 and oneOJ oircrart 

cach1ne-gunned reecue parties at work. 

Laot nli;ht for tho first titoe for 

several daye tho weather ••oa continuously over-

caat . Enerey acti Vi ty woa on a reduced scale 

althoush ir.oi~o d1eperao4; na vorthaloee about 

100 encsay aircraft 11ere aporoting principally 

over London. Donall• wao epprociably less than 

on previous nic;hta and tor the uocond tiae a 

strong ant1- aircr$tt barraae ha:!Werod ra1dora; 

one telephone oxoh&rc• waa put out ot action 

ond three operetoro killed . 

we.re caused but both are under control . 

4. S\lt'li1a.ry ot air cnnualties . 

El>'">;' 1 one bor.1bor destroyed an<l throe 

bombers d<1Jn&ge4 by our fighters. 

Unidont1f1o4 1 one destroyed, one 

dJ:u:lagod by our ant1 • atrcrot"t; one deatroyod by 

our balloona. 

'l'otala : 3 4eotroyed. 4 4aoagcd. 

Br1t1ah cullaltlu nil . 

/5, 
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6 . One Brltiah ehip or 2600 tons """ 111n0<1 

and e·lllk ol'f Humber yeaterda:I c>0rn11'1(l. 

&. Uiddle ?:•Utt. 

zs~Mt and Lib~. 

On Sept~bor ll th n1M D1enhoW. attaoked 

a column ot 300 moche.nical trarusprort near EnBt 

Libyan rront1or and obtained direct hi ts and 

Ot•rtod f1rea . At tho eon•o time a harbour , o. 

1e1,plano base and t wo lan41nt,.-~roundo were attacked 

aJ¥1 boc])e were aeon to tall near ob jocU ve• . 

Yeatorday a Blenhe1o fishter ahot do1rll an Ital i an 

bomber 1nto tho aaa o.'f Alexandria. 

On Septer.bar llth throe formot1ona ot 

Itel1an boml>ers attacked 81d1 llarrani , which 1e 

unooov,pied. 

sud.an. 

On Septel:lbor 10th nine enemy attacked 

lthartou::> aerodra:ie caue1 ~ alight dacai;e . Sow 

even1na 30 bo::".ba were dropped at Atbaro. aTd one 

on r•i l n:r t o Port SWSa.n. 

Eri trea . 

Three Blenh81ma tra~ Adon dropped bom'btl 

on harbour works at Aaoab on Sept or.lb er 12 t h and 

obt11ned direct hito . 

7 . Recent rep or ta ot Britiah bcnbing in 

enemy territory atate U..t at Dortound daoage 

oatima tod et three-quarter ot a million marks waa 

cauaod at an aobeatoa and rubber works at Uannhoim 

and a chatJice.l works hea 'boon eovorely dcuna.a:ed. 

Tho Viat worka on tho nii)\t or August 13th/14th wore 

o:oro aorioualy domagod thin the Capron! plont, The 

/dmage 



damage wu tla.lnly to buildings uost of the 

machinery woa intact and has been refi.loved to 

other ahopo. Coeualtio1 to workero were 

for~tour killed. 

6 . 



. - · 

' M =•i 

.. ,.,.. ............ . 
WAI Ml .. CTOW, D.C. 

September 14th, 191.0 

Dear llr. Pre•ident , 

I enoloae he.ro1n e copy of 

the lateet report recelved trom London 

on the military e1t.11nt.ion . It wea 

doted Septert>er 12th. 

Belleve me, 

Dear l'r. Pr.eeldent, 

Very elncerely yours, 

(Por the Ambassador) 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Rooaevelt , 

President ot the United 8to tee ot America , 

WaehinRton, D. c. 



Tele~ troll London dated 

September 12th, l91JO 

Our deetroyere have been operating 

during the n1sht orr the French and D\lteh coaete , 

During :reeter447 evening Hie llajeet:r' a 

destroy er "Atheretone", while oeeort1ng a west­

bound Chal'.lnel convoy , wee bombed and hit. No ehipe 

in the convoy were demaged. 

Dover waa bombed and &helled yeeterday 

afternoon end two motor torpedo boate were damaged. 

TWo ot the recently acquired American 

deatr o:rera have been damaged in col lision i n the 

West Atlantic and will require 1 week and 1 month 

reapaotivel:r to repair. 

Hie Majeety'a aubaarine "Sturgeon• hea 

reported that ahe eanlc a 10,000 ton transport in 

the Kattegat on September 2nd and attacked and 

apparently - a large U-boat on lleptember 10th, 

2 . Bozal Air Force. 

!fi!!l!t opentiona 88Pt!!lt>er lOtl!/llth , 

4t tbe Potlldmll reilWOT station Berlin, 

6 out or 7 hee'fJ' bomber• detailed ror attack clal.111 

direot hita; 12 500-lb. , 30 25()-lb . and alao 

inoend18J7 bod>• were aeen to b\ll'at in the target 

area. The ma~ori t7 or the remaining bombere oarried 

out the attaoka uaisnad to th81D, t boll8h onl:r a 

nry/ 



Yel"J' llgbt •cal• atiaclt waa made on 11- cSocka and. 

Bl'\luala ra1l•a¥ 7arda . 

pay operat1ont September 11th. 

One mediua bomber otiooUd a ooniro7 ott tho 

Belgt.11 coaot, Jo bUa were obtained, bUt the bridge or 

one merollant ehip wae Mohine gWllled. In the afternoon 

convoye or .. rollant ehlpe, eecorte4 by E-boata, were 

repozotedJ 5 •41- -r• attacked one OODYO)' ott 

Dwlkirlt, and at'ter an exploeion l mel'Ohant vuoel 

appeore4 t o be Oliaaing, Later 12 medium bombera attacked 

•hipping ott Calaie, but no hlta were obeerved. They met 

haa'I)' ~ti-all'cratt f'i ra and J6 811111\Y tiglltera ot •111cb 

3 ware ehot down, and l eneiqr bo-r dalnaged. Three or 

our aircran t'ailed. to return. 

Laot night 131 bcmb1ns olroratt were unt out. 

33 hoa'I)' and 67 medium bomber• to attack ehipptns and 

bugea in North-German , Dutch, Belgian and NOJ'tharn Prench 

porte. Other objeo' hH were railR7 tugeta in Gprmany, 

the Anbalter rail""7 atotlon at Berlin and .,..._ 

-loo•anh oppoolte Dover. lli n .. 11.)'ing was eleo carried 

out, Three MaVJ' bombere are aiaoinr. 

3. Osnyn 61 r Poro•· 

Jigllt or Sept.....,. lOtl\/llth, Coneiderable 

woe ot 1noandia 17 bont>e oauoe4 e lllllllbar or tiree, 

pOl'tioaler17 in one or th• London cSoolteJ thie tire hao 

- ...... -. Otlwr •jor and .U.Or t1ree ill London 

- ware -... oontrol , .. terdq eftniq except one 

-r-JU'd in -t Lon4on. Daap to propart)' wao 

OODOidOl'a'bla but OHUal tin mcb fewer, 

lapCll'ta )'8ata~ av•iq l•Ye lB lt1lla4 and 

-~d. 
om •jor a\\aolt ... •de '*9t el'4m,y av•Di Ill• 

About/ 
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About 250 e,.iey a11'ora !'l croaM4 Jtent coeot, o r •blob 
obout )0 penetrated to Oentral London. About 75 alao -
I n o..,r Ho.mo. Both rai d& were intorceptod and heoY)' 
cHualtieo lntllcted, eapecially to b-re. At a 
conaerYatlve eetlmate air crews killed or c aptured wouid 
UIOllllt to 250. 5calbe tell nau Woolwich Docltyard, other 
-ge wu cauoed In Soutb- Eaatern euburbe en1 varloue 
London er•••· An atroran :tactory at Soutbulpton waa 
alee h1 t, caaualtieo 4l killed and 91 wounded. 

Lut n19'1t between 8.30 p.m. and 5,30 a.m. 
about 150 en- aircraft were ope rating over Lon.Ion. 
They approaohed t1 rat from the Eaet and 8outh-Eaat and 
later tr ... the North-kat. '1'lle attaclt WU principally 
against doclte, railway• and P"l'ta of the Clty, althoug)l 
moat puta or London •ere Tieited. L18'1t ettacke "8re 
alao Nda 1n the country dietricte around Liftrpool , and 
llline laying ••• euapected in the Th1111ee eatuary, off the 
eaat coaat and Sua•x coaat, and near the tale or Man. 

8 11= • a or dlm•ge oauaed in London area. 
Dock1, A report 79eterdaJ' morning dieclo .. d that, with 
Oil.nor OXOIPtlona, all quay fao1lit1oa 1n the Port or 
London ra•inad intact, Since attacke on the dockyard 
ar" began 18 ahl.pa have be011 - or eerioualy donged 
b:r fire and 12 hne euttered Oil.nor damage • 

..,.l:r ~· mrn1ng • fire waa atutad In the 
a.......,. c-ro1a1 - an4 ••• delayed action bomb• 
ue euapeotad. 3 ,. .. .,,. high •J;1loa1 va bomb• oau .. d damop 
to -da and - • fire noat. 
11&l!IJ•• Oona14arebla 41eloo•tion ••• oauaed. to 
--llnH In the _.th-Ha tern London uaa. 
I 0 tttn• Plr•• were oauae4 at 2 MS1Dffl"ing taot.orlea, 
1 nour 11111 •114 2 other 1n4uatr1al faotorlu. 



-4-
Other "'MP· Th• Central Poat Office n• h1 t: ther. ..... , 

t .. oaoualUn and an emergency telegraph and telephone 
•ch ... h in opereUon. One '0-purnp t1 re wae a tar ted in 
eouth-eHt Lcm4cn. 

4. t1•a ot air caaualt1••· 

Jnw C!!Ual. tie!, 

Bl our tighterat 
Deetr S?led 

Boel>ere 47 
Pightere H 

»% 1ntl-aircratt 

Unidentified 8 
Bombere ..! 

Total• ~ 

l£2)Z!ble 121r.aed 

22 27 
12 17 

9 
22 -
J!i jJ 

BriUth1 28 aircran (17 pilot• k1ll•d or maeinr). 

5 • St• 'borne t rade 

A conYO)' ot 19 eh1pa hae arrind oately in 
bOlle watera. There were 10 tankera and other cargoea 
1ncl,.dad oteel and SJ'91n. 

6 . MJ.441.e Eaat 

Ja:Rl• Reported on September lOtb the t ,,.~ force , 

••t1 .. t ed at one 41rta1on, bed made a cona1dwable move 
eutward and had halted oouth-weet ot Sollum on 

lgrpUan-L1bT• border . 

On Sep~ 10th our ...Uua -bere a\taeked 
about 700 .. cban1oa1 tranaport vehicle• in Libya end 
atartad tire• -at t-. Biz ot our t1Shtero 

*"P',.. • r-uce ot ·- -.re ott 11arae llatrub and 
abot down tour , 

llllaD• On Sep-er 9th our heaYT bombero attacked 

,...... - and OD Sept•ll>• 10th er-red 
t11h'1nr Y8ll1clea DMJ' Jtaaaal.a. Ona a i roratt waa loat. 
IBID• Oii a.p-.r 7th 1941- bolllbara ot Bouth African 

AJ.r/ 



-5-

Air Poree attacked aircraft on the ground at an Italian 

aerodrome. One Savoia wae burnt and 4 othere extenaively 

clamased. one aircraft tailed to re turn. 

7. Mediteeranean . 

Three Itel1an eeeplanee alighted in Turkiah 

territorial wate re on September 9th, The crew or one 

aircraft compriaing elx, were interned an4 aleo on.a 

officer t"rom the crew or the other two machines. Betore 

the r emaining pereonnel could be detained, they were 

reecued. by two other Ital ion eeaplan8B. Tho 3 aircraft 

have been retained by the Turke. 

8. Prance 

The French are reported. to be maintaining 

10 diviaione in unoccupied Prance , or which 2 colonial 

divieione are on the coaat aild 8 metropolitan divieions 

1n the interior. Thia agreea "1th a previous report 

which atated that the Freneh Gover nnent intended to 

maintain a t'oroe ot 250 , 000 men in Prance. 



/ 

The Honourable 

Dear Mr. President, 

HITllH UllAHV, 

WAIHlfllCTOfll. D.C. 

September 15th, 1940. 

I encloee herein a copy of 

the latest report recehed troaa London 

on the militar7 a ituation , It 1• 

dated September 14th, 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very einoerely youra, 

Pranltl1n o , Rooeevel t, 

President ~ the United States ot America, 

Washington, o.c. 



Tele grw t'rom London dated September l~ th, 

l . l!!fil· 
DUrt ns the night of tile 12th/13th 

sweeps by light naTal forces along Britanny , 

the coast between Cape Bartleur and Le Havre 

and between Oela ie and Boul ogne were un-

productive . T~e three destroyers eweepi.ng 

1n the last-named sector were inettectually 

enaaged by shore batteries . 

Yesterday afternoon nine aircraft 

ot the Fleet Air Arm attacked oil c isterns at 

Borgen but were driven ott wi th loaa or two 

airerat't . A merchant vessel was set m tire 

as a result or this attack. 

Two con•oYe totalling 62 shipe have 

arrived safel y in Uni ted Kinsdam ports , Cargoee 

inoluded tuel oil , grain, iron ore, steel IUld 

bauxite . 

2 • . Ro1al Air Poree . 

owing to untavournble we ather during 

the night of 12th/13th our operation• were 

reduced and several aircrett retUJ"ned 'Nith 

their bombs. Six machine• attacked Emden doeke; 

direct hita were obtained elong the lulrbour and 

on one ehip , Lightweight attaolllfl were made on 

railway targets at one ot which a huge tire 

a tarted/ 



started. Individual a1rcrart attacked 

Flushing dock, a seaplane b eae, $Ad two eero-

dromea. Pires and explosions were oaueed at 

a Bruaaels mareha_lling yerd . 

DU.ri~g yeeterday a number or aucceaa­

t'Ul r econnaiaaancee and attnoke were made by 25 

m001Wll bombers on onern,y &hipping in the 

Channel porta. All 41roratt returned safely. 

Le.et night 91 mediwn and heavy bou.bero 

were sent out to attack shipping in Dutch 

Channel ports . Two have not r eturned. Wine-

le71ng wae aucceaa.tully c arried out . 

} . Gel"mln Air Perce. 

During the night ot 12th/13th enemy 

raiding wee very widespread although London 

waa again the primary ob jective. Oaaual t 1ea eo 

tar reported tram London area are 40 killed and 

58 wounded. Sime d1alocst1o:'1 wee caueed on 

railways eepecie.lly the Southern; on t he Greet 

Western railway the two tt11 in lines reported. ae 

tem;porarily blooked yesterday are already open 

to tra.ttic. Reported evening ot 13th that all 

tir ee in the London area amounting to 27 modi um 

and 2~ 11111&11 fir•a were ext:lnguiahod or under 

control . 

Yeeterd~J en«Dy activity wae confined 

to about 20 aircraft acting indiYid\IAlly OYer 

the London erea probabl y on combined reoonnaiaa-

an.oe and bombing duties . A further 25 were 

reported in the :8r1etol area aome of which went 

to Liverpool. Bed Y1eib111ty made inter-

cop t1on yory di t ticul t but l enemy bomber wae 

doatroye4/ 



doetroyad b)' our rishtero and three more were 

4*aa'lf•d. I Hurrlcano roe l ost but t he pilot 

Buokinghdm Palace woe bo:nbod , Two 

H. E. bol\lbA tell ln the QU•dl-engl• nnd l on the 

royal obapel but d111J1ag• wee al ight. Some 

incandiAry boob• tell i n Do'lrlling Streat and in 

Whitehsll •rea but vary elight ~ge wae caueed. 

A ecbool in wut Ham wea bombed wbere tl\e 

occupant• wer• eYacuated tamiliea; 50 ca•ualtiea 

ha'fe been r•ported . Reporte haYe been received 

or da:nage to pro)ert7 in aeYeral local1t189; 

eooa ot it included 1nduetrial premle•e but 

there •re no roporta or major damage . Out&ide 

the London area there waa l i ttle bombarding ot 
1.mpor to.noe. 

Early morning an unsucceaetul attsck 

wee ""de on ahippl ng in !leltaet Lough and 

le tar on an en1m7 lircrett dropped i ncandlar:r 

bomb• in County Down which cauaed no damap. 

Lut ni&ibt en•7 act1Yit7 rae on 

approx.1Jlatel7 the .... ecale aa the preYioua 

night om laeted tor elx>ut 8y boura . Preliain­

a.r7 report• indicate that dSJm ge cau.eed waa 

l eea aerioue and caeua.ltiee et present only 

amount to between 30 end 40 . One eneCl)I a1roratt 

wae ahot down by • Ble nheim tiaht er and enother 

deetro7ed by ant i-airorot t tir e . Kain dftJ:>Og• 

raa u tollowe 1 Clapham Junction temporaril7 

clo .. 4 owing to unexploded bomb; an electrJoal 

l'Jn•~•t'•g eub otation damaged and on• euburban 

poat-otrlc• ••t on tire , a t c~t a ool4 

etorage/ 



etorage pl ant wae gutted and d&nage waa ceuue4 to 

atreets and gaa mains . 

4 . Middl e East . 

Ly!iia . Ref erence to &\lllllary of 12th 

pa regreph 6. 'IhrouShout Septemb er 11th to»ward 

movemen ts ot Italian unita t oward.a the frontier 

continued. 'Four co lumns of rmchan1c~l transport 

were located each containing trom 200 - 350 

vehicl ee . In addi tion thet'e wea great air 

activity agains t our tcrward troops throughout the 

day . Dul'ing the past month ItaHane have ndopted 

a p lan ot gradual appr oach to the t'rontier oo a 

l ine south ot the main coastal road. Thie pl nn 

was probably adopted with the duel purpooe of 

prevent ing our petrols t'rom croeain.s the :frontier 

and or establishing forward bases and aupply 

dumpe in prepatoation tor an a.dvance. 

On Sep tember l)th the o . in o . Middle 

East reported that the enemy had occupi ed Muaaid 

during tho night and an attack had devel oped on 

Hal.ta7a; our f orward poe t "1 t bdrn- and Royal Tank 

Regiment engaged the ene!QY at midday . Bix hundred 

and titty mechanical tranapor t YOhiolee reported 

in tha vicinity ot Capuzzo and enemy 1ntantry and 

meohanioal tranepo~t atartad t o move northeaet trocn 

Sidiomar at 11.0 a . m. on the 13th. Enemy's inten­

tion appeara t o be to pinch out Sollum. 

On September 12th three medium bomber• 

nade • duek ott&ok on • concentration ot about 400 

mechanical tr~naporta at Sidi ome.r and tire• were 

a tarted. 



I IAITll• l MIAIS'f. 

WAINl a CTO• . D. C. 

Soptellber 16th, 191JO 

&!!t&f!- -
De&r Hr . P·reetdent, 

I enoloeo h~rein 8 oopy or 

th& le ~eet report received trom Lortdon 

on the militery aituation. It •a• 

de.ted Septer:r.ber 15th. 

Believe ne , 

Dear Mr. Pr-eeid.ent. 

Very einceroly youre, 

Tho Honourol>lO 

Pr&nJc:lin D. Roosevelt, 

Pree14ent o~ the United Stetee nt JJT\er ice , 

waehington, D. c . 



TeleFt'aa r..o~ Londnn elated 

Septetab ... 15th, 1940 

RoYal Air poz-ce 

l . !'he ,..Jori'Y ot the aircrert 

deal>"tched dUl'ing t he n11!)lt or l}t.b/14th 

eucceoetlllly attacked bargea end ahlpping in 

Dutch end Chamel port.. Diroct hi ta were eeen 

on all torpta and lt 1a cona14ared that 

extene1 .... c1mnage ••• 1.n.tlioted. 

Laot night 154 bCllllbing airoratt were 

aent t o attack tb• tollonng object1Yee1 

Barie• and ehipping in Dutch and Ohennel 

po rte 

Rail..,. tarpta in llorth Oe- and Belgium 

011n ~lac.,..nta oppoa1ta Do,.,,,. end Chateau 

d 'Argenteu11, bel1Hed to be Pield lo{areh111l 

Ooer1ng ' a Madquartera. 

All our aircratt. except one returned 
Mfely. 

2. GcrM! A1r '°"'· 
Indlletrial dlmage additional to that 

reported on sept- 13tll wu oau•d at °"" 
London oil e a"" 1:1Q", where t1 NI a.re under 

oontrol and at en .,...,,bll• -ineering worke 

where .. .,..,. ~ n• dona to bll114inge. 

11111'1111 the Dll!llt of sept- 1'tll/ 
14taa moN ... - repopu llldloet• -t .,.., 
elr.....rt were l•M eotl.,. tllm ullU81 . Roull> 

.. u .. t~ 
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utU. t• ot caeullltiee in London area .,.. 25 killed and 

19 --· TM tlN -nuoned at a eubU!'ban poet ottle>a 
1• under control, and ane telephone exchange , whioh ••• 

hit , ha• resumed MrYicea. Some eerloue tire• ooCUPred 
but all were reported yeeterdq evening aa Wlder control. 

a.... d.,..ge .... oauaed io dock area end aleo to lnJuetrlal 
prctmae1 et Cardiff. 

Yeeterda1' mornine, ennt:r acti vity wae conftne4 

to ree>onnaioeance tllghte b.Y lndi vi dual lli l"Cratt ""'1t1ng 

uee of cloud cover. Two ot theee were 1hot down. In the 
atiernoon 2 raide were dlreci.d againe t London via Kent 

and 'l'h-• !!atuU')' Napect1 ... 1,v. About 150 operated in 

the tiret, and about 100 in the aecond. A tew ot theae 
pemtrated inner u\illel')' aone on both oecaelona, but 

lnteroeptlona ...,., .. de bJ OU!' tighter• and ceeualtlea 

were 1nt'l1oted. Deanage le reported ee t'ollowe. Although 
Battereea P"""r Station reoeiYad dll'eot hit, the c!Alrage 

waa contined to the control roam and plant la not bed.l,y 

atteoted, but a euopected unexploded bomb hao 

t-rarilJ au111>-.d working. Some .... Ide towne on the 
South end !aet co .. t nre attacked, and enene1-.. dome,ge 

to propel'tJ and "°""' ooaulll tieo cocUl'red at l!aot bourne . 
At lll'11Mon a direot h1 t on a ci.- killed }2 people 

ud eericualJ .... unde4 82, and at w ..... 1ngton 2 H.B. bomb• 

4J'oppe4 on a Noreation -n4, •here a gala pertol'lll&l\oe 
- in Pl'Olll"'M, killed 14 people and Ml'ioual,v wounded 21. 

Lut nllllt lllthoU&tl weather oond1t1on11 were 
taTOUrabl• e._ aoUYit1' na 1llght. Senral ..nall raids, 
a1Dl1' ot al.qla air.....rt opel'lted onr llaaaaz, Kent, 

... , ""811• - !IOI'"' lllcllanda' and • raw .... r London. 

The oountl')' na olHr b1' 4 • ·•· A 50 ,_ tlra •u 
etarted i n one I.ondoll 41atr1ot, and •-t 50 cH1ialUeo 

.... 1 
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aP• repopte4 l'Pom _.,.,.. . OthePwiee, no ,..pOPte ot 
de.tle.ge or caeualt1•• have been received. 

AiP training acti'fity in Baltic cc>ntlnuea et a 
Mfll\ level. 

3. IUP!!J"Y or air c••ual ties. 

~ Deatroye4 Probable D•1111ge4 
by t'1glltere 

Bombere 
t'1 Sil teu 

by antl- elrcrett r1 .... 

type unknown 

Total a 

Ii 
11 

l 

16 ' Briti.,: 12 airoPatt (Ii pilote k1lle4 or m1ae1ng). 
4. Shipping C1eualt1oa. 

BY U- boatt on Bept...,eP 4th an Ir1eh eh1p 

6 
6 

12 

(1,000 tone) waa .unk by gun t1Po in south We•tern approecl\eA. 
On BeptclbeP 7th • NoMNpan ehlp (4,200 tone) waa 

torpe4oed an4 aunlt 1n North Weetern approaches, and on tho 
11th a Br1t1al\ ebip (5,00 tone) was eunlt by torpedo tn 
Butern Atlantic. 

5 , M144le 1!1~ 

Libya. RetePence llW!llla17 ot the 13th, p•Pegr11Ph ti. The 
aauauon on tile Libyan t'Pont at 5 ..... on tbe 14th waa 

Boll um barraolca was 1n Ital tan h.,de. En•ll1Y were 
lnt111tPat1ng Oown the _._nt and actranc1ng 1n 3 col._... 
2 equaclrona ot let battalion ot the Royal Tonk Regiiaent w~r• 
•ngag1111 th• 001 ....... 

There atlll appava to be no depth to Ital tan 
a4Qnoa - th""• la 8' pl'neDt no .-rt4enee nt an,r other 

troop• hartng bean 'breught up to replaoa tho•• that hne 

- -- tol'llU'4. 
On smptallllar 13.a., 3 BlanhalM bonlbe4 the Bodi• 

•••l •nia/ 
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•••plane baee, and 13 more agetn attacked mechanical 

t ransport concentratione at Sidi Omar, causing firea. 

AbYHinia. On tho 12th 3 ""'dlurn bomber• ot the South 

African Air Poree attacked an Italian aerodrome, making 

direct hite on buildinga end on enelJIY aircraft on tho 

ground, one or which waa burnt. Howevtir, they were 

intercepted by 4 enemy t'ightere, and one machine 

or&ehed in tlamee, while a eecond is nd.eetng. 

On the •me day, 4 aircre.tt at tacked an 

aerodl'omo South weat of Add18 Ababa, registering direct 

hite on hangare and deatroying one aircrart. 



The Honourable 

HITllM lMIAU Y, 

WAIM I MCTOM , O.C , 

16th Septei.iber 1940. 

Dear Ur. President , 

I enclose herein a copy or 

the latoet roport received frozn 

London on the military situation. It 

is dated September 17th. 

llelieve me , 

Deer llr. President , 

Very eincerely yours , 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the Uni ted States of America , 

Washington , D.C. 



Talear.am from London doted 17th Sentero.bcr 1940 

Ropl Air Poree . 

During the night of Septenber 15th/ 

16th oxtc.nei ve dab.age we.5 done by our airc1•art 

to docka , sh!pp1~ s.nd bargeo at Bc>Ulogne , 

DunkiI'k , Cal~ia , O!ltend , Antwerp and HoYre . 

Many direct hi ta alao obtained on moraho.lling 

yards in ifor th west Germany and o.t Brussel&. 

Ham.burn ship - building yards , aerl1n woet power 

station, gu.Tt CJ>IJ)loca:.1ent9 at 0® Gris Uez , 

nav a). docks at W1lhalJnohavon and shipping 4t 

'i'erschelling Yfi!l'O a.ll succeos1'Ully attecked. 

D11~ect hit on enemy cruiser clo1med at 

Terschelling. ~oatorday Blenheim a1rcr4ft 

c4rriad out o 1~ena1ve reconnoiasanceo over 

Fronch, Belgian and Dutch coaota and dropped 

bocba a t Oaloia , Dunkirk , Ostend , Zeebrugge and 

ot P.eem9tedo aerodrc:r.ie . Coastal com;iand air-

craft sank ~orchant vessel in enemy convoy 

we at of Borkwn. 

LaGt night all opor~t!ons ca.ncellod 

owing to untavo'W"able weather concJ1tiona 

renderins bo:Jb1ng or apeoi!'!o t argets impoesible. 

2 . Germon Air Poree. 

Enemy ai r activity on the night or 

/Sopteober 



Septe;:iber lotb/luth l'Uul ted in turthor 4""uae 

tD railway• in London. All southern Roilwoyo 

London ter1:lln1 8l'O to1;uiorar1ly closed . All 

electrical auppl1oa aro boing maintained. 

Firea couaed at St . ':'hor;ae'a, Guy ' s and 

Le;;lbeth Hoiu>itola. Two factories 1n London 

48..'.3a,ued; nealta1blo ~.aged caused to Woolwich 

Arsenal.. One pier-head hulk aet on !'ire 1n 

';feat India l)oclc. A..l tires reported Ul'lder 

control 0600 houra Sopte; .ber 16th. APJ>rox ima to 

casuo1t1ea in London area were 130 killed and 

400 injured, Bonba o.loo droppod at Avort11outh , 

CardUi', Liverpool and in the Llicllonda , and in 

So~th Eaot Englond , oauaing o few cesualtiea 

but no 1.!Jportont dornogo . 

Two rolda COO!l)rleing 150 e1rcraft 

crossed the Kentiah coast early yesterday, but 

were turned back ~!'ore reachlna London. During 

coat or tho ,._.indor ot tho day enemy actirtty 

wu continod to aingle aircrctt operating me1nly 

in Thal:loa and Tha. "'" Batuory areao. 

cept1one reported. Unexploded bo:nba dropped on 

Southern Railwny 1n South London caused auoponalon 

01' tra1'1'1o. A fell bOCJlba dropped in South Eaot 

England. Caauelt1oa believed alight . 

I.oa t n1£ht London received the brunt 

ot the attaolc, tholli;h the Midlands and South 

Walea wore alao bowbe4. i.rge nu:iber ot tiroa 

atart od in London eroa, but all now re,ortod 

under control. 



3 . Sw.1nnr y of Air Co.suo.ltice . 

Enemy: Deetroyed one bomber by bolloon 

barrage, one seaplane . Total 2. 

Dar.io.ged one bomber by fighters . 

Britioh: l Spl tf'ire - pilot safe . 

4 . Shipping. 

Casualties by aircraft . Two British ships 

( 8 , 300 and 6 , 600 tons) end one Dani ah ship 

{l , 200 t ons) sunl< in hotoo wate t"s . 

Convoy or :-jS &hips arr1 ved 1n homo 

ports . Cargoes 9 of oil and 6 ot steel. 

5. !.liddle Se st. 

By the evening of septeober 16th two 

enemy col umns ~oported in occupation ot Sidi 

Barran1 covered by foree or atiliOured fighting 

vehicles south encl Eaot of the vill oge . Yester­

day enemy sustained heavy casualties fran 

harasaing action by our tanks o.nd artillery n.re . 

Now cuspectod probable t hat three Italian 

divisions have crossed the f'ront1er . Air 

reconna1eaance still discloses no 1.oportant move­

uent towerde Bardiu :rrom the i'/eet . 

On September 15th British fighters 

!ntorccpted 10 Itol1on bombers over Sidi Bar ren! . 

~nemy l ettisonod baabe and 6 aircraft shot down 

{confirmed) . 

coaual ti es. 

Another 2 being probable 

We lost one Gladiator . At tocks 

by Blonheims on the night or September 15th/16th 

/caused 



ca.ueod nU1Jeroue patrol tiroa e.:.~nsat Itol1an 

CIOChal\1cal tranaport mov1na tcwarde S1d1 

BD.rran.1 . 

!lo 1ncl1eation • t preeent or a:tllf 

cajor enecy ot"f"ena1 ve a.ga1nat SUdan. 

6 . 

Kinr;dorn. 

Pr<>jeeted action •~elnst tho United 

coa1t1l Eovo..oent t o the ·:teat.ward , 

pert1culorly or ener.t~ marc.hont veeaole ~ to 

5,000 tone, atill contimuta . Large aaee!ilbliea 
howoTor or varioua types ot crart an4 bergea 

still re10oJ.n st Pluehl"<,, Antwerp , zoobrugs;e 
and oetond. Oenorol conclusion 1• that tr.ere 
1G no ol.ange 1n the a1tuat1on regarding 

itlllinonco of tho 1nvoa1on. 



SFCR 

IAITllM llllAllY • 

WAIM l • OTOM, D.C, 

Septlll!lber 19t h, 1940 • 

Dear- )(r. President, 

I encloee herein • cortY or 

the 1 .. teet report r•ceived t'rom London 

on the mJ.litary e1tuet1Qn, I t wae 

dl\t od September 18th. 

l\ol 1 eve me, 

Dee.r Mr . President, 

Very ainoere).y yours, 

'l'h~ R<'lnru rl\bl e 

Pr&nltlin D, Roosevelt , 

Preaident or the l'ni t~d Sta· ea or Aneric~, 

Washington, D. C. 



Telejtl'.,. l'rom London d&ted 

89J>t'91!1l>o-I' 19th, 19140 

RoYel Air Poree 

Durl.ng 8eptenber 17th Blenheim a.irora~ 

attacked clll'go boata at Zeebrugge and barges at Oeten4, 

Antwerp, and stelburg, 

During September 17tl\118th, 208 airorart 

attacked blll'g~a end ehipping in Prench, Belgian, Dutch 

and Gel'lllan porte, and ra11W&l' lll&l'ehall1ng )'&l'da, 111ne 

lering wee alao c&l'l'iad out. 2 a.ircraf't miaeing. 

2 . Oorp9n Air pore! 

Conaidering wideapreed nature ot attaoke on 

London dlll"1ns the n1Atlt or sept-"r 16tl\ll7th, 

cmiparatinly little .. 3or -ge ... e done, 8•Yeral 

railway atationa and 11nee were domeged, bllt not in a 

....,..r to e1'f'ect main line traffic 'll!lioh 11 now nor..l trcm 

- Wl'mlni. a... ci-se we dona to electric power 

etationa, but tbia 1• not aer1011a. There .. ,.. no 

ouualt1ea in hoepi tale reported d-ged in IQ' telagrllll of' 

8eptallber 17th. Cert ain Illa.in roada in London were blocked 

en4 tratt1c baa - t-.,orarl.17 41 nrted. Pl'el1al.ftal'7 

reporta indicate that 20 to 30 .. ,.. killed - 250 to .550 

1~d, bllt the•• f'11W'H mJ' be 1noreaoecl -n f'1nel 

1'8port e are reoeiYed. 811gbt deal ... and no eaaualtiee 

are NPOl'ted f'r• 111dlen4a, esoept Oonntl'7 where Ul 

people "" lr:1lle4 and 21 -1ouel7 1~. Houe 

pl'Opel't7 ._ ..... , L1Tepool Ulcl one per- killed Ulcl 9 



The principal enemy act1Y1ty yeaterde.Y wae 

attack by approximately )00 a i rcraft during the a f ternoon, 

Leading 110 a1 rcret't l"eached Y.aideton&, reni nder 

apreading out over Eaet Kent. Our tl tJ'l ters obtained 

interceptions botoro the eneiny a1rorat't withdrew, and 

Th.,.ae Estuary woe not croeeed. Bingle onem,y aircraft 

attacked many places in South Eaet l!n11land and Portsmouth 

but only alight damage and tew caeuel ties roeul ted. 

Leet night London was frequently bonlbed, and 

in the p roY1ncoe chief ....... ot attack were Liverpool, 

South Waloe all4 Olaogow, l'!:rt.onaive uae waa nade or 

incendiary bcmbe . What ore believed t o be nw.gnet1o mines 

wore dJ"Opped in London euburbe and at Tunbridge Wolle. 

Some t'iree oeuaed 1n London dock• but no eor1oua dacage 

reaul. ted. Southern Railway again euN'ered damage, but 

not to main 11noa. Larae number or t'lree reported in London 

area , but all are under control. PiJUI'•• ot caau&l t1ea 

not 19t aYail•bla. In Li vel'pool property wee dlmapd and 

24 tlree etarted. Dook in Olaogow dcnagod by tl.J'e. 

I noen41 lll'J' bomb a dropped at awanaaa - no eeri ou a 4-age. 

lloelt1ng cauaed CC11a1darabla -.ge t o hou• property in 

Bxet.er. 

3 . Spmeu ot air caeualt1••· 

l!l!!IQ' b7 4ar Deetro19d probable damaged 

b)' t18'1'8N 
boeltar 
t1B11tare 

b7 ... u-a1rorett nra 
:1'1gbtera 

.., p&•• 
b)' :1'1phre 

bcmber 

"' m '1-all'Ol'art tire ....... 

l 
4 

2 

19 It 

l 
l 

2 



_,_ 
Britieht 5 aircraft (1 pilot k111•4 or llliaaina) . 

h. 8h1pp1ne 

Oaaualtiee, One British ship (5,300 ton•) •unk by 

to1'J)edo on September 14th while h0111eward 'bound. 

Co.,,,oy or 39 ahipe, inoluding 19 Allied and } 

neatral, hae arri•ed 1n home watere. Cergoee include 

8 or p1t-prope, 15 or lwn'ber, and 8 or steel . 

5, Middle East 

Italian ed•ance t'ron Libya ""Ported to 'be led 

by 2 ..,tor i:ed metropolitan 41Y1a1one extended between 

Sidi Berrani and Soll um, While Libyan di Y1sion la 

dieperaed 'between 8141 Omar and ttalraya preparing 

dereneive poe1tione. 

On Sept«llber 16th B1anhe1~• attacked 

1"8chan1osl transport ooncentrationa !aat or BUq- Buq, 

end fleet air arm aircrart made auoca•etul atteck on 

ahipp1"8 in Derna harbour. Hangare and airorat't aleo 

deetr oyed by Britleh air attack on Banina aerodrCI08 • 

.l!!!!l!I• Our poet tiona at B..,,.. and Oalle'bat 'bordbed 

September 15th. No caeualtiea. 

Situation on X81171l front reported all qUiet. 

5, rrojected action againat the tTn1h4 'Klngd9!!1. 

'!'here ia no mat erial change in the •1 tu a ti on 

regard1nit inneton. 



·-

Dear Mr . Pree1dent , 

llUTllM lMIAllY, 

WAIMUICTOtll , D. C. 

kpteaber llOtll , 1940. 

I oncloae heroin a copr or a 
aupplo-ntal')' reawM rroa London ror tlul 
period llepteabor 8\11 to 12th, It ia dated 
Boptomber 18th. 

8-lio•e .. , 

Dear llr. Preoidont, 

Ver7 11noerel7 7oure, 

TIMI Honourable 

rranltlln D. RooaoYelt, 

Preaidont or tlMI Uni t ed 8tatea or Aloerlca, 

•a•hinaton, D. O. 

-
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'l'elegrem tram London dated September 18th. 

1'1e tollowi ng ie a eupplemen tary 

real.llld or o:peraUone.l ovente covering the 

period September 5 t h to Bep te,,,bor 12th. 

l. Naval . 

German attack on London docks baa 

cauaod oppreciable coaual tiee to merchant vceoole. 

Binltinge by U-boat have oecreaaod. 

Roperto or raidero in tho South Atlantic and 

Indian Ocoan havo boon rocoived. 

Thor• ha.a boon a very marked movement 

ot enemy morohan t enlpa and barges wee twar4 

along the eouthorn eborea ot the ~:iorth Sea and 

the &ngliah Channel . 

Our light torcea have been carrying 

out neopa ott the Jl'renoh , Belgian, and Dutch 

ooaato, dur1ni which they have encountered and 

aunk eoveroJ. one.my voaeola . 

Swool>fl have aloo been carr1eo out 

t owardo Iceland and tho Norwegian co0et by heavy 

torooa, but , apart t rona n few QOrchant veaoela 

near tho coaet, nothing waa encountered . 

2 . Militarx. 

In Italian East Africa theN!I are 

indioationa that an attack cay eoon be launched 

aaainat tlw 8Udan alona Aemara- .uaee.la ui.e . 

Th.1•/ 



Thia ottonaiva may b o accompanied by o thl'uet 

southward towolldo Konye , oJ.thoush no abnonnal 

troop concentrations have yot boon roportod in 

t hie region . 

Thero ie rurthor evidence in I~aly 

or a leek of' OJlthwoiaam tor the T.'or; of' a desire 

to proaervo intaot aa long oa posa1blo tho Italian 

ormed f'orcos in tho hope that German of'f'onei vo 

ogo1nat Great Brita in will bring victory at 

li ttlo coat in ItoJ.io.n blood; and or aoriowo 

ottocts on the morale and induatry of' R.A.P. 

a ttacks on z;orthorn Ital:r. 

Royal Air !l!!roo, 

our bombing operations against 

Gennany wer<! on a similar scale to thooo ot tho 

previ ous week, but , in o.ddi tion to oontinuins 

our or'rensive against the usu.al targeta , a 

cotwideroblo a~ontat1on ot series or attacks 

waa directed against concentrati ons o~ bar~o• 

and shipping along t he coaa ta of' Prance and 

Hollo.nd . A nwnber of' vo.rlod targets in Borlin 

wore bombed wlth eatief'ootory results . Attooko 

agoi not ItoJ.y were restricted to a night r aid on 

TUr1n . 

'l'he enoQY '• tactics at f'irat oonaietod 

or renewed and unauccoaatul attenq>ts to break 

down our tighter doteneo by turtner a ttacks on 

British oerodromca, Loter a new phoao developed 

and attacks wore dirootod with t ho obl•ot ot 

disrupting coomunioo tlone and creating chaos in 

London dock oroa. A third phaao tollowod which 

eooe>ed to hove aa H• a1lll tho del:!Oroliaat1on 
ot / 



of the c i vil ian population by indiscriminate 

night bombing. Al t!1ough general d!lllage has 

been considerable no ae1•i oua aielocation ot 

the CO\Ultry's war e·ftort wo.a caused. 

It is satisfactory to note that in 

spite of the enemy's attacks on our eerodrOmea 

no aircrnt't were lost on the ground during this 

period, 

Our aircraft euccessf"Ull y at tacked a 

nwnbor of enemy aerodromes on Libyan ••. ... • •• 

In East Africa several Italian aircraft were 

dest royed or damaged on the gr ound by bomber s 

of the South Afri can Air Force . 

The mos t destr ucti ve raid took plnce 

on the afternocri of September 7th agai nst London 

docks are a by about 250 a i rcrnft , and continued 

throughout the n i ght . Bombi ng was accurate and 

considerable dwnage resulted. Eighty of the 

enemy were deotroyed by our f i ghters , and large 

scale dayl ight attacks were not repeated until 

the 11th, when equally heavy lossea we1'e sus t a ined 

by the attackers, this time without any com-

peneating success. A teature ot the enemy's 

dayl i ght a t tacks has been the very heavy tighter 

protection provided for hie bombers . 

4./ 
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Germon Ail• Force . 

'l'he dispoai t ions of the Oermnn Ail• 

Poree remai n eubatnntially unchanged.. The 

two l ong r~G bomber fonnat1on.a :from HOr'ffOY 

are now oto.ti oned in Belgi um, Tho ohort range 

dive bomber to roe, which was wi thdra\m f'rom 

operation• against thi s country on August 18th, 

has not been concentrated in the Cal a i s area . 

The exc:m1nat1on or over 100 prisoners 

shows that the mo1•ale of t he German Air POrce 

1• s till high . 'l'his i o specially so amongst 

fighter pilots - hi gh morale or heavy bombe r 

crews be ing not quite ao outstanding. A r eport 

by a medical officer eays however that many of 

the prisoners show aigna of nervous exhaustion. 

'l'hcrs is no apparent shortage of t r a i ned pi lot a . 

~. 

'!'he 200 I t alian pilots wh.o were 

undet'going dive bombing instruction in Germany 

were recalled to I taly before the compl etion of 

their training , The reason for this curtai lment 

was stated to be that the physique of the 

Itali lll)B was unequal to t he strain. 

5. Switze r l and. 

'l'here is reason to be lieve that the 

Swiss Government under German and Italian pressure 

may be forced to toke more serious menourea to 

oeoure intercepti~n of bell igerent aircraft . 

I t i s reported t hat a n order hes been given to 

station anti-aircraft batt eries high in the 

Swiss mountaina . 

6./ 



6 . Ho~.o SoouritY. 

De:uaao ooua•d by enemy bombi ng hall 

bean regularly ,..porr.od in doily t elegrc::>o durlna 

the wee.t u 1 t. occurred . 

i:aarly all or those r actor1ea ln 

B1m1ngbom and Coventry, which in the laat tew 

neka ha.vo eu.e ta1nod da:iage , are now on tull 

production . 

Jtone ot tho dcmo,ge caueod to electric 

povrcr ototiona haa oaueed more than a tempo1•0.ry 

ta1luro or eleotr1o light 0>' power; but 0 largo 

area ot' Eut London ha.a beon cut ott trom gaa 

auppl1oe ror et lout o week, owing to dornaae 

caused at a au work.a. 

Caaua1t1oa tor the ee~ ended September 

11th were 1,211 ~lied and 5,547 wounded . Th••• 

t1guroa include 976 killed and 4 ,149 injured 1n 

the London aroo . 

Unexploded Bomba . 

Arro.naemente have been mode not only to 

etrongthon bombe diepoeo.l aect1ons , but to add 

to them a nwnbor or trained men , who CLlJ\ cArr~ 

out reconnaiaaanco ot tho 11 te ot :reported 

une;q>lodecl bomba. It 1a ho.>ed that tMe proceau... 

will aave a coneiderable waste ot et't'ort on the 

po.rt ot the aeotiona thea:.eelvee. who are .trequentl7 

called to pleoea un~ecaaaarlly. 



Al though thel'e hovo been many caaee 

of direct hite and near m1ss oa on shelters or 

all t~es , i>ublic confidence in them t•eJ001ne 

high . Lorge number of peopl e take their beds 

to a public shelter every night . 

One shel ter had a direct hit while 

some thousand people were inside, 162 casualties 

resul ted , whereas of 600 refugees in a school 

which we& hit in West Ham over 200 people were 

killed and many more severely injured. 

The civil defence services have ·oeen 

very heavily engaged on<'! have endul'ed long hours 

of very heavy duty with etficiency end cheertul­

ness , Remarkable examples of skill end determina­

tion have been report·ed :rrom all serv·1cee , and 

i n at l east one area they have been officially 

thanked for their work by a deputation of membet•a 

of the public . 

7, O~ro.tionul t.ircra1't Coounl ties , 

Briti sh I n the A11• On tho ground 

Bombers 25 

Fighters 114 

Coastal __!i_ 

To t al 143 

At l east 69 of the tighter pilots are 

known to be sate. 

Germ!!! !l!!stro;:t•ll: Probable Damn11e d 

Bombers 114 51 62 

Fighters 15} 44 51 

lliscelle.neous __lg _2 _ 21 

Total 299 97 1)4 

ll. B, / 



!I . II. Included 1n tho above aro 1 5 doetro,yed, 

2 probable and 10 dor:u1eod by ant1-a1rcrott t1ro . 

l!o account lo t o.kon ot Oonnnn airoro.tt deatr.ayed 

on tho sround . 

Br1t1•h 

Itel1nn 

8 . 

>llddle Eaot, 

In the air On the grDund 

Dest royed 

17 

3 

Prob&blo 

11 

Do.nngcd, 

14 
!10 , 1 Cnnad1nn Squadron !!UrriCllnes 

ha8 boon 1n acti on on moat deya dnr1ng tho 

por1od September let to 15th. Thia a~uadron hoa 

destroyed 8 enemy airer rt (and prob~bly a turf.her 

6) and domeged 16 of.!101'8 . Durlno th1e i>•r1od 

the e c,uadron hns lo• t 11 n1rcrott ' 4 or the 

plloto or which were l<i lled. 

During tho aoreo period tho ratal 

Squ:.dron (Sp1tti ree) hae aleo been boavily 

ongagod . They have doatroyed 26 enomy o1rcrart 

and probnbly a furtho r 1 5, while they have · 

dooegod 16 o thers . During these engagements 

they loet 8 aircrott, olthoush sOC>e or tho pllote 

v:ero saved. 
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.. ,,,, ............ . 
WAIMl • CTO• , D.C , 

h11teml>or 20 th , l.l4£.-

~)-- Dear Mr . PrtaJdent , 

I .,cloee herein a copy or 
the lateet r1po1Jt reoe1 ved. rrou London 
on t)'e mll l ~ery •1 tu.tt1on. It. ta 
C..ted Sep\llllbtr 19tb, 

Bol 1•v• me, 

Dear Mr . President, 
Vflf'y einceroly your1 , 

The H'lnou.rebl• 

~ankltn D. Rooe evelt, 
Prte14ont or the united Btoteo or ~rlca . 

Waah1naton, D. O, 



T•hvam trom London cl&toc1 8ept .. ber 19th, 

1 • I!.!.!.!! • 

l!ine sweeper •oolc1en !'!4gle" hit and e>q>loc1ec1 

eMll1)' mine laying aircraft in m1c1-a ir on the night of 

Beptenber 17th/18th. 

On aeptembel' 16th ct.l'rier 'horn• o1rcrart ot the 

fleet air an1 attacked Benghazi. A destroyer wee probeb1y 

trunk, • rwroh.ent waeel eet on tire, and other Teeeela 

c1amegec1. One enerv a1l'crart wee eho t down by our tl.f!htere. 

On the night or September 17th/18th 2 deotroyere 

and one ll\lll boat bombt.l'dec1 tho road at Bollum, end enemy 

concantrationa at Sidi llarrani . 

2. Royal Air Poree. 

On Sep- 17ttV18th hff'IJ' end succeutul 

attacks were 1'84• b,J 1115 o1rcratt on oMllQ' llh1pp1ng ln 

tho channel por ta , 7 ,....ehalling 79rd1 wera eleo attacked 

and hl tB soorac1 on all or them. '!'he 11.oots at lllllllburg were 

bont>el! anc1 h1ts were reg1atere4 ln torget area, althou~h 

rellUl ta were 41 t'tl C1111 t to obearTe • 

Laat night 187 airorett were aent Clllt to the 

tollowtns ob3eou ...,., 

11'1pptna all4 bupe 1n Ch-1 porta (160 o11'cratt) 1 

...-111,. 191'4a 1n 0- llA4 Ba1g1Ull, 

- -.ia-ta oppoalte Doftr and one aero4ro ... 

In a441 '1on ll1ne lasrt ng waa oall'l'lol! out , and leaflet• 

.... t.opp .. in llortMPD PNnoe • 

6./ 
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6 alrcraf't have not repor t ed back. 

3. Gt:J"man Air ~orce. 

Nleht ot September 17th/18th 4 telephone 

exchanges in Weet Bnd ot London are threat ened by 

une:x;ploded bombs. casual ties during thie night are 

reported as about 100 killed, 350 injured. 

A situation report ot September 18th indicates 

that in one district electr1e1ty eervtoee, which were 

interrupted, are completely restored. 

On London, llidland and 8eottish oyetem all 

l1nee are reported clear. On Southern Railway ayetem 

p""er supply and algnalling at Victori a le restored, 

several auburban linee are reopening to tratttc, an:t up 

and down main llnea t o Clapham Junction are clear. One 

of London dock• le temporarily cloeed by unexploded 'bomb•, 

During the day 3 major attacks deTeloped 

againet London, ln the morning, at mid-day, and about 

4.30 p . m. The tiret attack coneieted ot about 200 

aircraft, all tightere; they were intercepted, and did 

not penetl'!lte beyond ~ilbury. The &11cond raid of about 

JOO aircraft approached London area, and waa dieperoed by 

our tightere . The t hird of about 350 aircraft approached 

tram the aoutheaet, 'but turned awq before reaching 

Ce ntral London. No major damage la reported as reeul t 

or tbeee raida , and enen\Y' oa1!111al t 1ee were ae tollowe:-

ll!!!!m: deatrond probable da!naged 

br tlghtere 

Bamber• J6 5 7 
Pightere 12 l! i2 

'l'O'l'AL8 le 16 1.2 
our loHH 12 aircratt, but 9 pilots are ea.ta. 

LHt nlllht st about 8 p . m. , a to1'1119tlon ot 

appr0X1mhl7 200 alroratt approached London. Thia le 

thlV 
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the N ret OCl"'eelon tna t euch a large tormatton he• bef'n 

plotto4 flt night, OnfJr"Y actlvtty ••• ccnttnuoue, -.r.s 
until 3 a.m. alrcrfttt were plotted ~rom rn&ny dlreotlon&, 

and not rerely from the usual areae. At ).JO •·"· 
4etachrente egatn eppl"'oaehad tr-om ttavra-Dieppe area. The 

•ai1-ole1r• waa given at 5.30 a.m. 

Bee14e4 London, the northeaet, north•eat and 

!liriatol aoea were Vielted. In London area borrb1n.q wee 
similar in extent to rrevioua night, coming chiefly to 
centN.l London and. Ke.et »id. 1fo aer1,..u1 damage wee 

NPort~d to dock1, mr waa there special concentretion on 

1"91lwaya, but certain 1n4uatrlal premt10ft were htt , 

1ncludln~ 4 enge«ed on armament work, bu t at none ot 
th- 'ho the cllunete ..,.1ou. A roullh eetlrate ot 
aaeualtlea eo tar recor4ed 1• 90 killed and 350 wounded. 
Dmnage Wile catJaed to nein l"ft1 lway 1 tnea at Liverpool, and 

•~ bor'!'ba were 4Popped on other towna in Le.ncaal\1 ro. 
4 . Shinplng Caftualtl~s. bY tUhfl'l!rine. 

on &epiember 17th Britleh ah1p 5,000 ton• wao 
llUJll< 1n H,W. app...,.ohee. TM •- Ga7 the "CH:r ot 
Benaree• (ll,000 tone) aM •11ar1na• (5,000 tone), hllT1ng 
left an outward conT01't were torpedoed &M 81.lnk 1n N.w. 

approachea, the to ... r had on boa Pd 100 chtldMn •"' 100 
adulto tor llontreal. '!'he !11'1Uah warahlp whlch r eoo11,.4 

18 WOMn , 15 d\lldr•n and 1,6 ""'"• reports tho t bMta were 

.... - ,,,. Luoar• - _1 .. d. 

5. .lldla· 
!lt•ll• Artt. Report reoelH4 :rHterda:r that cone1deJ'llble 

•- \roap ..,_ta, 1na1UCl1ns black ah1rt datac-nta, 
.... reU•l>' repor\ed ..... 1 .. d at IC•aHla ,...,.. the !Ht, 

1114 oPOee1ng to tho wet bank ot the RlY81' 8aeh. Poeaible -r ot - laU.,. t,ooo rl'ObeblF 1noluc!e - aMiun 

... ullel')'/ 
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&l'Uller7 llll4 tllllka . I.atHt report 1nd1oatH 

oonoe11tJ'et1on ooau>l•teci, earl1 •OT• l1k•l7, Ro7al 

Air roroe are taking aot1on . 

1RRt - W'bia. 

On llept-•r 17th our •411111 bOllbere 

attaoked. an aerodrome near nen&haai• A hangar and 

petrol 4ump were 4•atro7ed , alao two on•111¥ bolllbera 

on th• ground. . Sll•D17 conoentrat1ona near 8141 

ll&rr1n1 ..,ere alao attaekecl , Prnioua night lleraa 

llatrub ha4 been b<mbe4 b7 the an~ without 4anlage , 

lrfthJ'•a - Bthiopit . 

On September 16th/17th/18th our ,,..41111 

Ul4 bea'f)' boal>era attacked llaeaawa, ~ ••ro4J'<mea 

an4 rallwar a\aUon on tha Jtboutl ra1lw97, 
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Tllo llonouroblo 

I 

llltTllM IMIA$1Y. 

•.a1•1•~TO•. D.C. 

Sopttlllbor 8lot, 1940. 

Dear •~. Pre1ident, 

1 enoloae herein • copy ot 

the l•teet report on t he military 

situation. It 11 dated September 20th. 

Bel 1tYe M, 

Dear Mr. Pree1de.nt, 

Very 1tneerel7 youre, 

Franklin D. Rooeevelt, 

Pree1deot or the Uni ted Sta~e1 ot Anierica, 

W11h1ngton, D. c. 



Telecr.. tl'Oll London 

deted September 80\h 

1. ll!ll• A Br1t1eh aubmar1ne 

reporte t.ha\ eh• tired ' torpedo•• at • lu1• 

•- con•o7 otr Tuel on 8ep\-er l&t.h; and 
••timated e h1te. 

On the n1sbt or September 17th/18th 

H.11.s. "lteot" wae hH b7 • torpedo dropped tl'Oll 

an e1rol'a1'\ whan otr llu41a. lle1111it1111 d&Mc• 
neo•••U•t•d bar beina t.Un in tow and eha hu 

now Hre17 arr1Ye4 in harbou.r. 

I . Rozal Air forge. Bombin,g attaak1 

on •- eh1pp1ag on ill• nilh\ or Sept-er llltb/ 
l~ nre 111100 .. efUl. Tbe h .. Yieet eoale at\aol< 

... at Ilene, where mu17 h1te on 1hippi111 and 

dooka were reported. llarllhalliq 7erde 1D Ge- and a.111- and an ••- Ml'Od,._ ••re 
alao 1-ted and anao11:... One etroratt 

obte1De4 a direot hit on a de1tro7er ott t.h• 

Dlltoh Ooaet. II or Olll' airoratt are lliHift&. 

DDriDI hpt-•r lllth a .-.. or 

otrenain reoo-1eeano•• nre ouried OQt b7 

..... "" b-•r• 1D ...... or th• Clb&lul•l porte. 

AU our e1reratt reW..ned eat•l7• nu-1"1 th• 

aipt owl .. to leH taTOVeble -th• 
80Dd1 u- • ..ii ... roree or llclmbere .. 

• ..,...... Clt~u .... ••• ••- Mlnial 
1.; 



-·-
ia \he Cbamlel porta, ra1llfa¥ tar1eta 1a 

Weetera Germ&DJ' , aacl equedllOt OD the :ru Canal. 

111ae-1111"1D1 waa lllao oarried ou.t. ill our 

airoratt retura•cl aatel7. 

a. O!m•p Air Porot. It wae repor\ed 

OD lleptOllll>er 10\h that tirea O&Uaed o!ur1D8 \he 

a1ibt ot Sept-er 18\11/10\h H r• n ll 1D baa4 o.n4 
'Wll1kel7 to be •1a1ble at a11ht. A •er, approzi­

.. t• eat1111&te ot oaallalti ea 4ur1ng thi a niaht ta 

IOO killed and l500 wOWl4e4. Bept llllber 10th eallQ' 

aot1•1t7 ... 0011e14erabl7 l••• ancl ooat1De4 '4> 

Dporat1oae b7 11Dal• airoratt. A ooa114erel>l• 

mDlber ot reeon.taa1•eanoee wer e aade OTer Southeaet 
-.i1anc1. Sou.th Wal•• and I.1Hrpool ....... 81& 

aa_, b-ar• n re 4e1tro7e4, a ot them b7 OW' 

tlibt•re , one b7 aatl-airoratt at D1ibt, aa4 l 

toroe4 to l.all4 intact. •• loot no fight••• · 

Dulna the 111sht ot lept-•r lOth/80"1 

Loa4oa .... aaata the priaolpal ••- ob3eot1Ye; 
hem 8 p.a. t o &1&11 a... 1D4190rlalaat• b-iq 
took place oa the aaual eoala. 'rite :rut &a4 

euft'ere4 ohietl7, but DO reporto ot .. 3or 4-1• 

ha•• ,.t bMD reoe1Ye4, aacl accurate ouaal.'7 
ti.,..... are not ,., a•ail&ble . A t• tell la 

'llll-.U area , Ina\ 4-ce .... oaq elllh\• 

Duiaa lept-er 18\h loaa raiis• 
rMollll&iM&Doee nre -· trOll lord_,., oo••rina 

••' Ooaete ot lNlaa4 aacl lootlaacl and Irlell 
._ _. hem frollA~• to a point llor-•• ot ....... 



• 
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r11h\•r patrol• • •r• aain\a1ned b7 dA7 

OHi' \be Channel and bJ' dA7 and n1aht over th• W. 

Coun\ri•• and the Ruhr di1triot. 

'· 81pt .. b1r 19th one Briti1b tanker 
(l,000 tona) wu eW>l< ott the ... , Scottieh Coaa\ 

e1\.her b7 aloe or •xi>loaion. 

e . Middle 1ttt. On 81ptember 18th e 

h••YJ bOlllber1 attaoked Yarioue Italian baau in tho 

Dodeoan•••· 

On the ._. dQ', .. rodromee in laatern 

LlbJ'• and a1litar1 tar1et1 in operational 1one were 

bOlll>ed bJ 18 Blenhei .. ; con1id11"1bl1 -•• ii 
\b"'laht to hue been ,.,,.14 to on- a1rcr1n on 

\he ..-ound. One llenhe1a ne ehot d-n • 

.ll!l!la· On September 18th ltaa11la 1tation 
waa 1uoo111tull7 a\taoked bJ' 9 8r1tiab bOllber1. 

6. 1t11l•. Retereoo• ~ t.elev• or 

Bept .. ber Rnd, para1raph l. 1ub-par .... aph (8). 

It 1e now report ed that 1 10,000 ton 
Ualian o...UHr wa1 probll>lJ' IUDli: on th11 ocoaalon • 



~ I 
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Dear Ur. President, 

IAIT llN £M8A88Y, 

WAIHIHCTON, D.C, 

September 24th, 1940 • 

I enclose herein copiee or the 

latest report• on the m.ilitary situation. 

One Wll8 sent orr on the afternoon or the 

21st September and the other on the morning 

or the 22nd Septellber. 

Believe me , 

Dear Ur. President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President or the United States or America, 

Washington, D. c. 



TehlP' .. deapatcbed trom London 

on llnn1ng or September Bht 1940. 

Pollowing intormation on aircratt 

at t ack• aaainat tbi a countl')' ID87 be ct Yalue 

aa a background and tor talking pointa. 

Tbe German Air Poree c.-enced a tull 

scale air ott'enai 'nl against thie countrr on 

August 8tb. Until reoentl 7 heavies t a t t ack8 

t ook place b7 da7. Recant l7 boweYer laraa­

ecale 497 attack• beYe been lllOl"e epaemodic 

while night bombing raide part1cularl7 directed 

u London have become more intenain. Thia 

change or pol1c7 on the part or the German Air 

Poree may be attributabl e to the beayY loaaee 

wb1Gll tbe7 haYe auetainad b7 da7 both to bomber• 

and f'igbt er eacorte. On September 16th the 

1'8lative caeualtiea ainca August 8th were ae 

t ollowa1-

Ge rman. 1>eetl'07ed i n cOlllbat;l ,799. 

Probabl.7 deatl'07ed; 688. 

Damaaad; 78e. 

91!r O!I!• (including a .... 11 111111ber or 

bomber• loat in our extenei 'nl d97 and night -b­
iq ot Oermaft7 and oa:nun oocv,pied oount l'iee 

and our Coas tal 1'80onnaiaaanoe } • i roratt 838, 

troa wbiob 298 pilota &1'8 aata. 

A larp -bar ot German loaaaa haft 

'been to 'bombera, w1 \la 1'8aul'8Jlt lle&Y7 loaaea to 

orewa wllioll aftrap troa three to t1 ft par 

airoran, J'Ql'tller, except in tile oaaa ot 

4-pd/ 



claaa194 aaroplanea, taw Oerman pilot• are able 

to bale out ower their own territo17 an4 be aawed. 

In4ioaUone are thet the Oe.-ne hawe 

been 4rHina: on their reaerna to lllal<e 11004 

tighter aircraft lo•••• and on more than one 

occaaion recentl7 attaokins rormatione b7 4&7 

hawe deliberatel7 retrained rrom preeeing heme 

their attacke when raced with heavy tighter 

and ant1-a1rcratt detenaea • 

.Although inuitably the ene1117 

bombins haa oauaed wtdeapread damage to prcpert7, 

damage to m111tal'1 targete baa on the whole been 

... 11 an4 production er aircratt an4 or naval 

an4 m1lit•l'1 auppliea hae been wary little 1nter­

tered w1 th. At tamp ta b7 enemy to paral7ze ship­

ping in the North Sea and the Channel b7 air 

attack hawe tailed. 

Aircratt produotion haa now oYertaken 

that of C1arma117. .Although our tighter detenaea 

hawe been continuoual7 9111Plo7ed tor 1118117 weeks 

DOW the llOr&lo ia hillh an4 atrength 1e relat1wel7 

ll'e&tar than 1t na at the beginntna of Aucuet. 

Dur1118: the raoant raida the enemJ baa 

aattare4 oa11Ualt1•• traa ant1-a1roratt tire which 

•1th a:q>el'ienoe i• atea4il7 111prow1ng in 

porto_.. Ciw1llua 110rala -ine hip and 

oertai• dHtl'llOtlOD OD 8wldq tbe llltb ot 186 

airoratt plu • tllrtller '8 probable, •-• 

w1 till• a1pt ot ntohiq orow4• 1n London, baa 

ll'Mtl7 allllanoed th1•· 01U' own loHH tor that 

d&7 Wl'tl •• low M 115 airoratt traa wbiob 18 

pilot. "" Hftd. n 1• a1plt1oant that 

propon1oll/ 



propor\1011 or eneiv t1&l>ter• io -ben on tllh 

4AJ' H• ti ... \o •1Jt WMl'eH tONerlJ it !w4 b .. D 

111 tile propor\1011 or the to ho. Tille .. , be 

enotller 1nd1cai1011 or the neoeeelt1 or the 

Clennan11 to con••r•• their tlshter torce ln •1•• 

ot reoent 101•••• 

Ollr boab1Di r•14e aaalnat 111111 t a 17 

\arpU in Oermaey and cccupie4 terrl tor7 

coni11me and rapor\1 reoa1Yed indicate that Yll'J 

.. t1•tactor1 re•ult• •re belns achle•ed, Tiie 

OOllC8Dtret1ou ot ehippl"i 111 ·- porta tacina 

\Illa count!')' ha•e bee11 pr1'1a17 tarpta recentl1 

and undoubta4l7 plau tor 1nYaa1on ot thla countr1, 

it the1 aJt11t, mllt ha•• been 1ntertere4 with 

thereb7. 

Witb the benet1t or the 1ncreaoe4 

production and 1-.por\atlon ot -ber aircr1tt tree 

-rlca we 1ball be 111 a po11t1011 to 111ore•ae 

tlle eoale and area or attack and to ra1ntoroe 

.U..1ca &lld •••' .t.trioa wHll boUl detane1YO and 

ottene1n •1ronn. leintoro-nh to tlle 

lllcldle Zaet llaft alNadJ c-nced. 

We • ill elld .. YOlll' to eend elailar 

t•l•lll' ...... qaar\erl7 aa oocae1011 otter•• You 

will DO doub' ... da1l7 t.i • .,.... OD •11' 

aot1YU1ea raoelnd bJ JOUI' Air AUaclW tree Air 

111111•'1'1 and ll&D uM or thla 111 oouulte\1011 wltb 

11111. 



Tei.,.... dHpatobed tram London 

on tbe mormna or September 22nd, 11140 • 

l. .... 1. 

n la 'DOW reporhd that on t.ba 

anernoon or th• rour\eentb, ... a1rcrat1 or 

t.ba tleet •lruw alaoat oeru1Dl7 dutro7ed 

• U-boa t ott Jor\b llooUand, 

Oil \be lllth, a Prench eb!p (ten 

t bolleand t one) w•• t'lred on b7 a relder one 

thou .. nd •ll•• eouth eaet or lla11r1U11e. 

2. Rozal Air roroe . 

Oil t.ba n.1aM or the lllth- l!Otb, our 

-b1na attach on llh1PP1"1 were .. de extre-17 

d1rt1oult on a ccount or low cloud, rain and 

al•• t . 0• \end and Pl llahi"I Harbours were 

-n•r attaalted , and e.:r;ploetona and t'1re• 

oauae4. A d1 reot hit wu ude on • r ailwq 

br1dp at Trier and one buret no obtained on 

- Oena1 ,.._•duo\, Two Rallwq aarellall1Da 

7arda ..... alao looated and attaolted, and ...,. 

airaraft oarr1ad out 1a\ena1Ye tire ra1a1na 

a itaoll:a 1a Tarioua locauu ... 

oa the D1pt ot the 80th- llat, lVD 

airaratt ..... de-tobad, fta1r \erpta ...... -

lllalpptac la tbe mia-1 and !llltoh l'l:lr\a ( oaa 

llaadred and a1xt7 atro..n), lallwq tarpta 

mid \Ila - Caul. ~et, Ia ..Sdl Uoa I 

airaratt/ 
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al.roratt were aent to la7 minea and one 

to drop leat'le ta in llorthend FNnoe. From 

theae ope rations one ben7 and two medium bomber• 

are m1ee1ng. 

3. G, A, r. 
During the night ot 19th-20th one 

major tire, one eerioua and other emell tirea 

ware caused. A tood tecto1'7 waa eet a11sht 

and some • • •••• ·• were oaueed in tho doete. 

Caaualtiea are reported ea 70 kill ed and 160 

wounded, plue 170 et preaent unapecitied. 

Be Yeral t empora1'7 inte rruption& in Railw117 

and public aervtoea heYe been remedied. 

Repairs to watermaine are proceeding aatiatactoiu i 

and the leYel ot weter in reaenoira 1a maintained. 

A main drain eyatom, which hae been damaged, le 

now worki.na again. Some parachute mines haTe 

exploded and cauaed d ... ge to property; t1Ya 

hen been 1ruooaaatull7 dimuntled, end cthere 

...ain to be dealt w1 th . Outaid• London damage 

to bouae propert1 at Rel gate, 1111nor interruptiona 

ot local railwa;ya in the South Eaet ot !nglan4, 

and reduction ot production to tort;r per cent 

at one artit1c1al eillt taotor;y are the only 

tartber u ... ot illportance. 

Oil September IOtll at about 11 a.m. 

a raid b;r two bundred airoratt oonebtins al.moat 

ant1rel.7 ot tigbtera waa plotted onr Kant 

and the -· aatu&l'JJ tM;r •ppaarad to be 

oonnraina:/ 



conYeri1na on East London and docl<o but by 

noon all had recroaeed the coast. Minor 

bCllllbina wao reported in a ooutb eaot London 

area, and ll people were killed 46 wounded 

at Brisllton. 

llummar;v ot air ca1ual tiea1 

!l!!!!!l. Deotrored Probable Domaged 
B;v our figl>tere 
Reconna1aaanoe 

Airorart l 

Pisllhre _a_ _1 _ _ 2_ 

'l'otalo 4 ....L. _2_ 

Brit1lh1 

Sewen airoratt (pilot• oate) 

2 e~ bombere were abot down b;y 

anti-aircraft fire on the n1sllt ct 19th-20th. 

Durina the n1sllt ot 20th-2let 

act1w1t7 waa on a mtaller acale than reoentl)', 

and ooneiated of the ueual oucceHion ot eingle 

a1roratt tl;ving oftr London and Baat Anglia . 

Apart tl"Cllll ll1Jle la)'ing ott the Baet cout, no 

aot1 Y1 t;r 19 reportad eloewi..re, In London area, 

4-p w Railwa;va ... lHe tben on recent 

111ibt• llllt 16 taowr;r, dock &lid food awraae 

l<e;r pointa wra hit, tlloup in no O&H baa 

Y1 tal 4-ae bean reported, 

A Yorltabire 1ronworlta daapd 2 da;va 

qo baa alread;r re-d tl1ll Pl'Oduotion. 

6./ 



'· fh1pp1ng Caeualtiea. 

ly y-1tp•51 the Borweai•n abip •toto1• 

(1300 tone) rroa Canada wae torpe4oe4 in the 

•ol"th rieoto.-n approaohee on the 16th. 8 or the 

ore• were aa.-.d . X.1t night an outward bound 

oonT07 •aa tw101 attacked in the Borth Western 

approachea; tull 4ota11a not 7et rece1Ted. 

X.1'17 thia aol"fting an i.,....-4 boW>d 

oonT07 wu attacked al10 1D the Korth Weetern 

approachoo and. I Britioh ebipe or 6100 and '400 

tona ••re torpedoed. 

Bl 111• 1 Yeotel"4oy, l Br1th h ehip 

(looo tone) wu •Wik in ch...,,.l. 

M1l1tarx 0perat1ona. 

lmt. Air reoonna11eance no moTement in 

ltoll- aNa on llept•bol" 19th but 1600 meollanioal 

tranai>Ol"t .. ,.. 41-Ho4 betnen there an4 

Cepl1uo. A ooluan or 800 -chanical tHnopol"t 

had 1ta bead on 8141 Bar~. A -11 part7 

or Itelian A. F.Y'o oroe""d the frontier at 

ll9d4reaDa aad l171>tian frontier patrol oppoaito 

w1tbdrew. Altlloull> no -T-nt wu aeon in 

01arabub tbere aN iad1oat1one rroa other 

aouroea or J.1Well41na aat1w1'7 in 01arab11'11-111•a 

&H8o Italian fOf'OH in L1b7an tbeatN or 

operatio .. are eotl.llatod •• t ollowo1-

AdftJIOed troope a lat Blackab1rt 

d1•1•1oa, 1141 lal'Hlli, protected b7 an •NOl&ftd 

FOQ ot •41- aad lipt t&Ua. llanorted b7 

• ll1D4 ro ... r- the let and - Libpn dhto10 .. 

-tlllc polln'lllr te 1 otl'OlllJ Llb7U d1w1o1oa. 

118111/ 



!lain 110d71 62nd and &Srd Italian 

workman d1 v1 aione . 

On September 19th our medium bombere 

made a con\lauoua at.\aok or 4 houra duration on 

a con•o1 ot 1200 mechanical trenaporte at Sidi 

Barran!. On the aaino dq heavy bomber• a ttacked 

ahippina at Banghasi 1oorina 4. hi u. 

l!dan• ltaaaala ana 19th no anem;, 

llOY-.n\ report.ad on the wet bank or the ri'fer 

Ge.ah. 6 more eneJ11¥ ll\llla reported arr1Yed. 

~ did not repl7 to our lhellina or hie weet 

baDk po1i Uon 18th, 

6. 

ot Italian airora1't in LibJaD operetiona ban 

raoentl7 been improviHd. ll'ight er1 , abou t 100 in 

all , ha•• been GHd in 1Ddla11 protection or 

adftJ>OlDa col- am \0 attack Britilh 

ccncantratloM. 

loabere are bein• 11Hcl. ror orrenai n 

raconnaia .. nce operaUou tor which tM1 are 

wll .. i ta4 owi.1111 to reap and -•4• 



• ·act. 

R£0RADEO 
VNc ~~lr::- • C" 1 

Deir atr. Pre&ident , 

,, .. , ............ ,. 
WAtMUICTOW, O.C. 

I enclose herein cop1ee or 

the two lateat reporta received from 

London on the military altuation. '!'hey 

are dated Septam~r 22nd and 2}rd 

reavec ti vel y . 

BelleTe oa, 

Dear Kr. Prealdent, 

Very einoerely your1 , 

The Honourable 

franklin D. Rooaevelt , 

Preaident of the United 8tatee of America, 

'lfaehlngton, D. c . 



Telegr11111 rrom London d1ted 

September 22nd, 1940 

!!nal . 

Purthm" report on reoent a ttaclc mlide by our 

atroratt on Gengbaaa etatee that eub1equ1nt air 

r1oonna1a1anoe1 1bow two 1hipe on tire 8J'1d two large 

and two llll'gel.y dHtJ'Oyed out or aotion. 

Yeaterd.ay morn111a a Br1t1eh corYette reported 

h••TY under water exploeion in poeition ot attack on 

homewerd. bound convoy mentioned ;yeeterday. Seemed 

to indicete that a U-boat had been destroyed. 

2. Rol!l A1r Poree. 

!light bombing operation• on tba 20tb/2lat 

were particularly aucceeatul excellent reeulte being 

obtainecl in noaYy eoalo attack on Channel and Dutch 

port• Tia1 ted at all ot wnioh larp tireo and 

uploaiona ware oauaod b7 aoourato bombing. 

At Boulopie eight burata were aeea. aero•• 

a oonoontrat1on ot twant7 abipa and at Pluab1ng a 

Tfll"7 larae tire ••• atarted. Lighter eoale attack.I 

on mm-aballtna 7ardll ••r• oarried out and a tactor1 

aut ot llaaatriobt reoaind diraot bita oauaing 

tire• naibla tre8 a ocmaidarabla diatanoe . 

OD• tlfft air U'll airoratt ragtatored d1reot 

hita with l.Jlon41&r7 be8ba on two ••H•l• ot 6000 

- 1000 tOllll re-oUYol7 ott tho DUtob ooaat. Ona 

airoratt pr0Yioual7 reported aieaing baa now returned. 

Y"t01'da7 21 81-iu oarr1ed out ottona1H 

rooonnaiaaanoaa/ 
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reoonnaiHanOH in the Channel porte area, Shippin11 and 

dooke were attacked with ooneiderabl• eucce1a and alao 

two aerodrome• . All our alroratt returned. LHt night 

92 bod>•r• were -t to atuclt ahipping an4 barpe in 

the Dutch and Ch&mlel porta . All retW'tlad aat'ely. 

Report• are awai t ed. 

3 , O• rtnan Air Poree. 

J>u.rtb9r report& ot d.,.ap oauaed during tl\e 

n111ht ot 8eptombar 20th/2let etatc that all tiroe in 

London l>oolt .,. .. were und• control by ir.orning. A tire 

et tha Royel 8mall ~ Pactor7 , Bnti•ld baa cauaed 

ezhnaift .._P to bu1ldinp. Parachute ml.n .. 

deatro;red a block ot tlata in Bout!\ Keet London 

caua1J111 teoaporAJ'7 eYacuation ot one telephone axcllanae. 

8111111&1' minae ware alao dropped in t he areaa ot Kant 

and &aaez which did appreciable damage t o property but 

cauaed no caaualt1ee. A;pproxl.lllate total euualUea in 

Londcn area ot thia night 70 ltilled and 250 injured, 

8apt.,.ber 2lat. ID~ reconna1eeancae s oetl7 

b7 81 nsl• atrorert were act1 Ye 4ur1n11 the day. About 

6 p . m. a oonaentration ot about 200 en81l17 •ircrart 

approached the London area, 

11n-., tormauona which conaleted largely ot 

tiptara nr• ;uickl.7 diaperaa4. Two •n&mJ bollll>era 

ftr• 8hot -· .. ha4 ao caau1u... Durini th• 

llOl'lline tllr<• .,.~ au-eratt attacked an airer.rt 

wora at fttbl'idpJ aiaor - .. ,. .. uHed caua1n1 • 

... 11 Clela7 1n produotion. 

LHt nisht London n• acatn the main t arpt 

and llollbinl 1• r-rtad trCA moai 41atricta ot OrH tar 

i-4o1a, llllOw ot ~- t1r•• ware •tarted 110at ot 

lllltcb ftre qutokl.7 ..Sar -iro1. 
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Oute1d• London t1re1 wore 1t1rted ln timber 
yarda and warehoueeo 1n the docka are1 ot 11erae:1l1.te 
where da•oge to house property ond 10~• 1nterrupt1on to 
railway 1arY1••• na oaueed, 

In London damegl 1e reported to two tlour inllle, 
an • leotrical power atation and gaeo::eter1 in South Eaat 
London, There ia aleo aome minor interruption ot euburblD 
l1n•e and roada ch1etly 1n south Ee.it London. 
4, Shipping Caeual tie1. 

Aa • rc1ult ot attack on outward bound convoy 
m.,tloned 1n 7e1terda7'a &Ulll".&ry two Br1t 11h eh1pe 
"City ot SiaJ.1• (10, 000 tone) and "N- S<IYilla" 
(l},000 ton1) were 11111k. Ponlnllnian tanker (ll,200 ton1) 
i nward bound hae aJ.10 been 1unk 1n the North Western 
approaohH at a ti• and dote unknown. 
5, llicl41- Eaet. 

~· On Sept-ber 20th and 2let our medium boaibere 
1n Libyan area ettacked mechanical t ransport colUllllle 
and 1n conJUDct 1on with milit1r7 action .. inta1ned a 
1uata1ned attack on meohellical tranaport concentrations. 

September 20.b 60 eft9D7 boalbere eeoorted by 12 
tighter• attacked Matruh. A:r.r.7 pet rol dump wae ••t on 
tire and dm:3ge 01uald to n:eob&Dical transport end rl.1lwa7 
linee. On• enemy boml>ar wee 1hot down by ant1-airorett 
tire. 

ltfl1an le•' A(r1ca. Air attack on Diredawe Bepteiz!bar 
17tb l 7tb -pd ll!'an aircratt worltahop1. Thh lll&Y add 
to th• prHent 11111nt1nano1 41tt1oul Uee. 
P:r!rnm, R111>0l't ti'<* RllodH 1tatH that tllere 11 I 

1111ort1.,1 ct t oo4 atutta and that r eoent nanl and air 
'bombU-.h ha•• att'Mtld the ..,ra11 ot tile people wllo 
t111 tlllt wor11 11 to 0C111e . 

1 

I 

' 
• 



Tel egram tran London deted September 23rd, 1940 

1 . lia'f'llll, 

A Britiah trawler engaged two Jll, boate 

on the nig ht or the 21/22 and elaime to have 

hit one or than, 

Aircra:!'t or fleet e11' ai.n attacke d 

&hipping at Trondheim yesterday, Bad 

Visibility hampered operations and checking or 

results , Six aircra:rt are mieeing , 

On• night or 21/22, one British 

gunboat and tour destroyer• bombarded the 

enel!Q' poeitione at Sidi Barrani. 

2. BoY!l Air Poree 

Dl1rins night or 21/22, 9l airer.rt 

ettaoltecl •hipping and docJce et Calais, Dlmltirlt 

end Boulosna, and, on a lighter eoale, Oaten4, 

'lllaather OTer the target areas was tavolll'able 

tor accurate baldbing and veey euooesa1'ul Neul 

are reported. 

YeaterclaJ" ow1Jlg to laolt or olou4 oonr 

onlJ tour ot the t'irteen Blenlleimll despatched 

could oarrJ 001 t their taalte and no det:i n1 te 

l'ewl ta """' obeel'ftd, 

Laet n18"t l.50 bOlllbere •eN daepatohed, 

tile w.at ma3al'1 tJ again age1net ahipping tBl'geta 

in the Obannal por t•• One he•'fJ' bollbal' wo­

oa8'Sec1 in attaOldng i ta o'b3eotin , an4 

alUld.niaav' 



I 
alwn1n1•lll worke near Dreeden, in ap i te ot ••ry 

bed weather, PiYB eiroraN aucceeatully laid 

mi nee. All rs turned safely, 

3 • G,A, J , 

Yoeterday enemy activity waa 

con1'1ned to reeonneieaance flights ot einglo 

aircraft or ..all tol'l!lllti '>ne and continued 

without int~""ie•ion until cerged into the 

In the atternoon and aeat n in 

the e.,,,ning three or f'our 1118eh1nea entered 

the inner art1llo1'7 sone and eo:uaed an air raid 

warning in t he London al"fla, A taw bombs 

wrre dropped in London eubut'ba and upon the eea 

aide towne on the South East and East Ooaete 

Where eome 0&9Ualtiee and ooneiderable demage 

ot property reaul teo. A 10,000 ton tanke r 

et anding ott a j ett:y in 'i'hamee eetua,.,. recei wd 

• direct h1 t toll awed by a ehawer of' petrol 

tilled gl••• bottlff , The nree caueed are 

under control, 

L .. t n18"t, oonaid91'able an....,. aoth1 t;:y 

oonoentrtted on London aHa was -intained 

until dawn, Outaid• th111 area minor reida 

oocurred ant bOlllba were dropped on three R, A, ll', 

etationa but no 4-tr• 1• reported, Damas• 1n 

Lon4on area ao tu reported 1a ae tollowa. One 

werellouH t11'8d 1n Lon4on dooll:a; eaaa 1111nor 

ruption to Nil 11114 roe4 •"1aee1 tor" ••1'1oue 

fl l'Ba at Woolwtoh Arenal; Ct ao~J t•otCll'1' 

_,..i, • rget 11)' 11... llo -i>l•te repOI'\ 

ot ae-lUH 1• rat aftllllblll but "'- Wllloh 

oo....._. WN obletl.J' 1n /:'t fttlath:/ 9ut 

J.onoso~ 



London. A parachute mine which e:rploded 

at Iltord ceused aeTere t!aloege to hou ... 

but onlr tweln casualties, 

OM enemy bOlllbe,. waa shot down b1 

our t'1ghtero, "• ouete1ned no fiShteP loeeee 

~Ul'ill!" th19 period, 

4. Shipptns caaual.tiee, 

Reterende to attack on 1nwerd-boand 

COllYOJ' repor'ted in .. _,.,. ot Sept.,.,ber 2]. , 

Three additional Br1t1ah oh1re totelllns 

22,500 tone and l 110,..esun eh1p (6, ooo tone) 

are bellentl 8Ulllt, Olle Brltifth ah1p (5, 000 

torw) 1a atloat W1 th 'OOlunteer crew on bON'd 

and encther British to.niter {9 , 000) 1a beyond 

1alnge, 

Brtt1ah ehip •ooll•gilln" ( 7,800 tone) 

in 121e a- CCllYOJ', WU attacked bJ' 8\111 f1N 

but dr'oft off the ..,,,..,,.ine and eocaped, 

A 111'1tieh a.'Up {6,'°° toM) ••• evnlt 

by • raider ot about (9,000 tone) about 500 

•11•• Wtat ot Oenar1ee on Sept•ber 2. The 

Oaptein •114 tbree ot 121e ott1c•r• ...,,.. p1cke4 

up bT a ,.,,_ •hip end r-tnine: c,..., bT 

tu raider, 

, . 11441• 1!1t 

1111!· •rl)' 110min11 1'8J'C)rt ot 

l"l'\abar n •tat .. that no twth•r t ... ara 

•Miit' -nt Ul4 the ei tuation unohllnpd, 

All quiet laden, 300 ._ troopa, white •114 

Mtlft, ...,.,,.'84 lclllad u Nnlt ot oar 

'ballllllle ot oa..ia .., tiaa ua. 



Or\ the :>Jet three l!l8d1um bcr>b.,re 

attacked enel11)" P<>oitions ot Sidi Barronii 

a p,roup ot three fight.ere em a 8UJ'J>lY dump 

ore ball.,ve d to hllve been hit . 

PAleetine Dur 1nii the ef'ternoon 

ot tho n , 5 en""'y aircra:rt a tte<>ked llalta 

aettlng on fire a benzine eietern in the 

port a rea •n4 Ulree cleterns at retinery. A 

-r etation wee aleo hit but not eerlouely 

daaged, About JO Arebe were killed, 

In-three During an attack on A-ra 

Hr"°"""" 8ept&lftber 21 , bootbe fell Olnone' U... 

alroritt't and a tire wae etarted at a petrol 

dull1P· 

On September 20th , oircr&tt 

ot the 8.A.A. P. made three dh" bmblng att~oka 

on an Italian en~nt. s"vere 4.amftge ••• 

Gone and all buildings 1nc1ud1ng poaelbly 

the Trinity Wireleae teleFt"&~ etatlon, were 

pr obebl.7 daatrO)'Bd, 

MeJ.5• Yes terday, a Prenoh eeaplane 

fro• Jllllta dropped leatlete over the toena t.n4 

aer~a in TUnieta, 

wm ...... are being tranaported by 

air """" ROll8 to Llb,., Thie 1e a moot 

uneoon...ioal we:r ot dali-l'llls 'b-• and 1 t 

le thouallt that U..., ...,. be a nft or epeoial 

tnie required tor .... perttouler o~ratton, 

Mn&••· '!beP9 ve 1n41oa51on• th•t 

tlls Ital1m• aN m11 .. 1.ng ocmetderabla aotl"1t7 

N,-ins: •at'a..,aNtas agatnat poeet'bl• aa'botlll!• 

"' ...... i.. 
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l llllTllll llllAllV. 

W•llll l CTOJI. D. C . 

Dear Mr . Preeident , 

I encloee h•r•in • ao~y ot 

the latee t report reoe1voa rrQm London 

on the ml lt t r.ry a1tuat1on , !t ~•• 

dated Septer..b~r 211 th . 

Bel1ovo me, 

.Dear ~r . rree1dent , 

Ver1 •1ncerely yo\ll"'e, 

(Por t~ AmbaaoaJor} 

The n0nourobh 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Proeldent o~ the UnJt~d Ot•t~1 or America , 

WBst.ington , :>. c. 



Tol ogrsm trom London ot 

8ept..,,,ber 84th, 1940 

Naval . 

A British submarine reports 

having 11\lnk an enoey merchant voeael ot 

8000 tone ott Girondo on SopttlD'ber 22nd . 

Darina the l nat two days 51 ocean 

going ohipa have orrived antoly in convoy in 

United Kingdom porta. Cargou included 18 

grain and cereal, II ot iron and 3 otr.er Mtala . 

2 . R. A.P, 

I t 1o oonoidered that extensive 

dall:ap waa done to shipping and barges in 

Dutch and channel porta duri~ our night bombing 

operatione on Soptcrnber 22nd-23rd . llow ro;i>orted 

4 aircraft 11\lcceaot'Ully attacked aluminiu.:zi worka 

near Draaden and 4 other railw~a in 001'1:111"7 . 

September 23rd 6 8lonho1ma woro 

despatched on otfoneive reconnaiseance of the 

channel ports, but II could not COJ!ll>le te their 

taak . All retv.rned aotoly. 

Bight aircraft of coastal Con111and 

attacked Brest harbour. It ia thought that a 

luge 1'.'DJmber of' 'bcmb• attained the target area• , 

although rosulta could not be obeorvod. 

on tho n1eht of eeptoi.bor 23rd- 84th, 

186 aircraft were "nt out , ot which 100 houy 

bombora/ 



bomber• went to attack utility aervicee ai 

Berlin. The ,.....1n1na 66 were g1 ven sh1ppina 

targets in DUtch and channol ports . In addition 

6 medium bo:l>bers carried out a security patrol 

over Calais and 9 other aircraft leaflet• over 

Northern Franeo and tho eh4nnol islands. Al l 

the aircraft except 2 returned aatoly. 

:I . G. A. F. 

or 4 eor1ous N roe caused durl ng th.ti 

night 01" the 22nd- 23rd and already reported, 3 

were under control yeeterdey evening. one ie aUll 

aorioua and threatona tho CO:J1Ploto destruction ot a 

tectory . At l gau worka, there wes serious damage 

to three aaa-holdore, on4 one tlour mill , normally 

""WlOying 1800 hando , hao been practicall y dootroyod 

and will be out or cormle aion tor a l ona period. 

Caaual.Ues reported durina thia night in tbo 

metropoll t an police area wore 72 killed and 224 

injured. Repair work.a on Sewora in one .Londo n 

d1atriot cauaed by prcvioua raid was delayed by 

turther dama ge, and an unexploded mlne haa 

temJ)orarily atopped pumping at a station eupplylni 

EJ.tha:n cUetrict "1tb wa ter. 

Septeabor l!:lrd , onaioy act1YHy conaleted 

ot 9 main ra.ide. A.bout 200 oneq Aircre.tt operated 

over Kent end tho 'l'hamea estuary during tho r.iorn1ng. 

'!"hoy oon81stod chiefly or tifi)\tor s . Ou.r Nghtora 

intercepted and destroyed 10 Oircratt before they 

withdr ew. In tho evening , about 100 ene11>Y a i rcraf t 

wore plo tted over Eaet Kant . Bomba were droppe d 

ch1et17/ 



ol\iefly in Eaetbourne and t!4st1nga area . 
During the night of September 23rd 

there wae again considerable enemy acti vity 
in the London area and raida alao occurred 1n 
East Anglia , the llidlanda and Liverpool area 
ot Lancaehire . In LOndon, only pnrtial d1alocat1on 
ot suburban linea wae caused, •nd. ra1lwo.y damage 
generally waa l e es than uaual . The aame applioa 
to <lamage to tactoriee although WoolWioh Areenal 

and a taotory a t Dagenham damaaed the n1eht before 
were agein hit . 

Proll.minary roporta indicate that 
caaualttoa in LOndon ware wideapread and rather 
hoav1ar than or late. ?lo important damaga h 
r aportad from Liverpool district. 
4 . SUD!i!EY ot Air casualtie s . 

Enell'!Y Deatroyed PrObable Doma I!! d • 
By our fiehtera 1 

Pightera ll 6 6 
8y A.A. f1re1 

Pightera nil _ 1_ _l _ 
Total ll _ 7_ _ 7 _ 

In add1 tion an erutmy bomber 18 reported 
down near Chobham during the nit)lt Of September 
23rd/ 24th and a Heinkel &ircrart dutroyed ott Lando• 

End/ 



End by coaetal col!mand aircraft , 

Brithh 

l l aircraft (8 pilot• reported safe) 

5 . Sh1ppins caaualt1ee 

rurina tho nigM or September 23rd/24th 

2 E. Boat• attacke4 • northbound convoy ott the 

eaot coaat and tired torpedoes . One """'11 Britilb 

ahlp or !500 torui •aa eunk. 

32 or the crow or a British tanker 

(l0 , 500 tol\O) have boen reocued . It is aaB\llllOd 

that this ohip , which waa in a homeward bound 

convoy attacked on Oopto~ber 2le ~, was sunk on 

thl& ocoaeion. 

6 . lliddlo Eaot 

Libya, During the night ot 8eptember 

2lat/2l'nd, 4 heavy bombers ocored direct hit• on a 

ah1p and on ae.-enl W&rflhouaea 1n Benghazi harbour, 

and on tho 211:n4 6 Blenho1ma attacked i:tochanical 

transport at Sidi Barran! . 

35 Enelll)' bomboro attacked llatruh harbour 

and atat1on the nit.ht or September 22nd/23rd. Tho 

atation 11 believed damaged , and 2 other ~anka wore 

ki lled. 

on September 22nd , a.n enemy eir attack wee 

~ado on Cyprue tor the tirat time . Thero ••• no 

dru:iago onll no caau.i tioa. 

7 . Preaent ei tuat.ion 1t1 th regard to the POrt 

ot London. 

'i'he Port ot LOndon baa never been unuaable . 

Use/ 



U•• ot the port ha• boen reduced to veesela 

or 6000 tona maXimu:n, ancl vea.sela mu.at 

d1aoharp •t once •nd leave the port . 111 thin 

theee 11:.nit.etione t.ha port. t s runct1on1n¥ 

no....i~ •no:I 1• dot.line ouccesatully w1 th the 

present volwr.o ot tr11ttic . ilRilway conaeetlon 

at tho dock• lo very ""oh eased. Altho~llh OOtllO 

1111.rehouoeo have been destroyed, the equipment 

end eaoent1•l norv!oee of the docko have IUijt11nod 

11 t tlo clAl!lllge . 
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_.f ·O~A iJ .' (1 /f1sp 
r .. ~· tr.d . 

lllTllH l•l"-llY, 

•AIMt•CTO• , O. C . 

~u Mr. PJ-e1td1nt , 

I 1nclo11 herein • copy or 
tb1 late1t report rec1tY1d trom London 

on tb1 •111t1ry 11tu1t1on. It 11 

dated SOJ)tember 25th, 

B1lt1v1 a1 , 

V1t7 11nc1r1l7 70ur1, 

(ror the Am'beooodor) 

Th• H0nour•ble 

Franklin D. Roo••••lt, 

Pr111d1nt ot the tnltted St•te1 or America, 

•••hinaton, D. o. 



l . Xaval. 

'l'el•sru l"roa London dated 

September 25u1. 

A Britieh aub.,.1ne eank e U-boat on 

September 24th 1n the Eaet Atlantio1 another Briti ah 

eUbmar1ne attacked and ••Dk o large me~chant veaael, 

ucorted b7 two ex-llor ... aian deetro)'ere 1n the Ba)' ot 

Biac11.7 the ••• da7. 

Jive German m1n1-aweepere were reported 

eweep1ng • Britiah m1netield n1ne mile• ott Dover the 

morning ot September 24th. TWeln Blenh•ima aent to 

attack obtained direct hi ta on two •••••l• and a near 

mia• on a third. Sn""7 tighter• intercepted and one ot 

them and al10 a Blenheim were ahot down. 

Dakar. Hie MaJeat7'a Ship •c..,.borland" hae arrived 

at Bathurat. 

During the morning ond atternoon ot September 

24th Daito.r tort and "Richelieu• were t1red on b)' the 

capital ehipa. Viaibilit)' waa bod and no apparent ettect 

waa obta1nod on either target. 

A1r a ction apinet our ahipa 1a 1ncreee1na and 

Prench. morale reccaina high. 

Gibraltar . Gibraltar wae bombed September 24th by 

unidant1t1ed aircratt; about 150 bOlllba were <l:roppad, 

aoaa ot which tell u hore an4 a tew 1n tha doclcyard. 

The ateam generating plant end Dieael plant were both 

damaged, but the latter will be repaired ahortly, 

2 . M111tart . 
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1.m! · Up to early lllOrnlng or September 2Jrd no 
t'llrthor on9t1¥ rorward movemen t in tho coaatai ar .. had 
boon reported, On the evening ct September 22nd, a mobile 
column ot our armoured 41via1on ailenced tour enemy batteriea 
wi thout errectiTe enemy retalietion. 

3. Rozal Air Poree. 

DW'ing th'! night or Septembel' 23rd/24th, at 
loaat 85 airarert dropped thei r bcmb1 on Borlin and wi4•­
aprea4 tirea and da:c:119 wae cauaed in the target are&A. 
The beaYieat attack• were made upon two gas worka and tive 
power 1tationa, our objoctivo1 included railway targeta, 
the B.M.W. and Bi.,,.n1 ractorie1 , and a i l' port . Moat ot the 
attack• appeored auccee11"Ul, although the reaulte were not 
in every caaa tully oblel'ved. 

Other secondary t&l'got• onsage<l in Gorr""'y 
included locks on the Kiel canal, docka at Bremen and 
HambUl"& , the Dornier ail"cre t"t worke, railway target• and 
aerodromes . Several direct h1t1 were reported b7 other 
airoratt detailed t o attack ahi pp1ng in tho Channel port1. 

one turther heayY -b•,. 11 miHlng malting a 
totel ct three. !light or Sopt .. bor 24th/25th 122 aircraft 
ware deepatchod to attack the tollowing targeta. A 
tranatormer etation at Berlin, an eleotrical worke near 
l"rankturt , barso1 and 1hipp1ng 1n Channel part•, and 
railway tarptl in !larthwoat Germany and B1 lg1-. Some mJ.ne­
laying aircraft were oleo despatched, and aleo 1oc1e 
meohinee ot the Pleet Air Arm to attack lhippina at Breit . 
4- Otro:an A 1r Por ce. 

Additional r1port1 ot night bcatbing on 
September 23rd/24th. At an Hl'OdrCDe one heaT}' bCDber ••• 
bW'ftt and another damaged . At an ..-.ant worlca, production 
i• i111>c11iblo at two 1bop1, but 1ome machinery may be 

11Jvaged;/ 
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••lYaaed; in the other two, production will be re1umed 

in a tow deya . Tho l atoat eetimato ot caaualti11 in the 

London area i1 140 killed and .550 aorioualy wounded , 

t>uring tho morning ot S0pte:t.bor 24th two 

tormation1 ot about 300 a.n4 200 1n11117 a.ircratt croo1ed 

tha 1outb ea1t coast . Element• ot both raide reached the 

Thai:oea and East London but did not 1pproacb w1t1Un ten 

ml.lea ot the centre ot the City. During tho t irat raid 

boalb1 wor e dropped in the Thamoe Eatuary and notably at 

Graveeend where training eh1p "Cornwall" waa aunk. 

l>ur1ni the 1econd raid booib1 were dropped ind1ecrimJ.natel7 

over Kent a.nd Suaeex. In tbe atternoon a aca1ler raid ot 

about 20 attacked Southaapton, where 25 person• were 

killed and 40 injured at an a1rora1't rectory abolter. No 

aerioue damage waa done t·o the toctory and the et"tect on 

pr oduc t ion wi ll be alight. About 40 ceauelt i ee including 

28 killed, a.lao occurred at Briahton. f/eatber condit1on1 

dl.lrina the day wera untaYourable tor tighter action and 

c001parativel7 tew interception• took place. 

During the n1Q!lt London wu again the u,tn 

target tor enem;y b0Cllb1ng which waa Yery widespread. 

Railway• and hoopital a appeared to receive moat attention , 

6 ho1pital1 being bit; damaao very olight. Dockland 

waa almoat untouched. Piroa throu.ghout London a.roa were 

•xt•n• i•• but are now undtt control. Other areaa 

v1a1ted b7 enei:17 bo=bera were Liverpool , Dundee and the 

llidlandl and South llidlandl. Som• i nterruption1 ware 

caueed to railway1 1n inner and 1uburban London and 1eri oua 

o..n:aae ••• oau1ed to "The TUI••" building. Little dam•se 

wa1 don• at Liverpool and no oa1ual tio1 are reported . 

one aerodrome wa1 bombed and an une:iq>loded mine 11 

reported 1n110.. an a irorart taotor7. 

4 ./ 
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o. Summary ot air caeualtiee . 

Enemy deetroyed 

by fignters 
Bomber a 4 
l?ightcra 

Total 7 

British: 5 figntera (3 pilote eafe) . 

§, Shipping Casualties. 

probabl e damaged 

2 7 
6 6 

8 l~ 

2 more Bri tish ships totalling 11,000 tone are 

now considered sunk in enemy attack on convoy oh September 

21st but Panamanian tanker mentioned. 1n the swr:unary on the 

22nd is safe in harbour , the ship o f this nationality aunt 

being a snaller one of 5,000 tone. 

One tanker (6,000 tons) not in convoy was 

torpedoed on Septentbar 2lat. 

7 . Middle Eaot. 

Libya. On 22nd 011r medium bombers attacked I talian 

c oncentratione cau.e1ng tirea a.nd explos ion £1.lld on 25th 

they attacked Tobruk where bombs fell on buildings and 

jetty. All our aircraft returned. 

Jlast Attica . Between 22nd and 25th in attacks 

made on Ital ian enoampnente and aerodrome• i n addition 

to damage caused to buildings 2 enemy f1gntere and l 

bomber werb destroyed on the ground. 
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Dear Wr. Preeldent, 

l lUTllM IMIAISY', 

• .t.tNU,CTON, O. C. 

-:.-.! 19 I 

I enolooe herein a copy of 

the lateet report received from London 

on the military a1tuat1on. It 1e 

detod Sept""•ber 26th, Hl40. 

Bfilteve ine, 

Dear llr. Pre•ident. 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United Statea or America, 

Waahington, D. c. 
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Telegrar.i f rom London dated 

Soptomber 26th. 

!tnvt.l 

OUl• opera tiono at Dako.r have 

been discontinued . Previous bomburamont of 

Soptomber 25th , one Br i t ioh battl eshi p woo 

bit by o t orpedo snd another ou1'i'ered al ight 

damage from oholl- f i re . Three other wor3h1ps 

wer e ol 1ghtly dw:iOHed. 

During an air a t tcck on Gibraltar 

September 25t h about 200 bornba ~•t'O dropped 

and one naval trawler we.a sunk. 1\Yo naval 

oft'1cere and t ftelve rotings were kil led . 

Three or tour oircrntt c.rc clailr.ed shot dorm 

by nnt 1- alrcro.t't tire . 

Br1tioh novtll. tor cea 08&1n attacked 

Si di il<.rrcn1 mornina of Sopt ec:bor 25th coua1ng 

fi 1-ea and cxploa1ona . 

2 , Roytll. Air F<>rce . 

Duri nz the night ot Septe~ber 24t h -

25t h t wo 1.r.tport ant focto1•ies , one po·,1or s tntton 

and a princ ipal tr ansfot'T.lor etot1on ot Sorlin 

.iore ottackod. 111 th the exception of the l aot 

turdet, d11~c t hito were acen and t1roe Bto.rtod . 

The nttncko on bargeo and sh1PP1n ..i. \otcro genera.ll y 

euccosetul oapcoiall y at Havre , ,:jOulogne and 

Calaia . Several l arge tircB and atnt1on a t 

Ho.vre was hit . Ro.il wo.y t Cl.I'gc t o in Oenna.ny and 

Bel11iunV 



Bel i; ium were oloo a.icceuat'ull;r at t aci.cd . 

Se1•t01>1>cr 25th o.n a1rcr!U't ot coastal 

corr..a.nd scored a direct hit on one or tllrce 

omnll cerchnnt voouols ott tho &.ltch collllt nnd 

o Blonhoir.I shot down an cnony flying boot nenr 

Br a t . 

?:1e;nt of Septe::bor 2 t h - 26th a1r­

cr<1ft were doaputohed c;i;t.inot the following 

tor ·e t a : three ;er.nan oapitLl ships ot Kiel , 

t wo power stot1ona in erl1n , railway tarbets 

in northwest <:;en .. 4lly and "~lgium and doclt und 

shippinr; in Dutch ond Chonnol ports . /ill a ir­

crnt't have ro tuM'led . 

} . Gcmon .air Porco . 

Oncitploded mi ne in aircra.i't fuctory 

reported 1n lcust summary hao been dif..JDJ!tlcd . 

SepterJbe r 25th i n the con.in.., about 

100 aircraft approached Dover . our fighters 

..ere i n the qir and no intcrce.,tionD wore l!lade 

na tho eneny tu.'"r.ed beck towards the 1''rer.ch 

cooot . At nbout ll . 45 abou t 50 ener.iy aircraft 

approached Bristol where o.n s1rcro.tt factory TlllB 

bo"'bod end d&:lal)ed; repair worl< sr:<l nocurste 

aaseeoment of dooo.oe are ot present hindered 

by on unOXl>lodod bomb; 60 pe r uons a1•e reported 

killed o.nd 150 wounded; our f i~htern 1ntorcepteo 

and ahot down 18 of the fon::otio~ . Later in 

tho ottornoon Q formation or 24 bOmbcro eocortod 

by 12 fighterG attockeO Plymouth; Oj r t1t)ltera 

intercepted or.d d1epcrsed the raid; no eer1oua 

casual tie& or dClllUll:e to allipn or nave l 

oetcbl1shr.lcnte/ 



oetabl1slr.tcnta wero caused. Other eeaa1do 

towns on south coast were bombed and dnmage 

caused to p1•i vote propert y and eoce caeual tioo 

i nflicted . Somo machine '"llllnin~ took placo 

at Bri.>)>ton. 

SUr.nary or Air C4aual ties . 

I>cctroyod 

by 0'11· r1 ·h tors 

Bor.ibera 16 4 7 
Fightoro 4 3 3 
'rypo unknown 2 l 0 

B:£ anti-airc1·nft !"11""0 

Typo u• knorm 4 0 2 

'i'otals 26 8 12 

Britieh 4 aircraft (2 pilotd si.re) . 

One bomber mieein. (yesterday) . 

i:iQ>t or .OOptecber 25th - 26th enemy 

bombin~ in London waa on a U.m1lar scale 

aJ. thol16h Ae.at End we.a al.coat entirely neglect d 

and ind1ocr1rnino.to bombi ng ove r tho roet or 

Enal and waa more o~tonoive . Some d!Jllage woo 

done to house property and small f'a c t o1·ioa but 

no r eport s ot dorr.ai;e to im_ortant r.:.ctor1e• hove 

been received. Tho:re wore ~wer f'ireo than on 

previous ni.;hte and o.11 were urder control by 

tho oorn1ns. 



4. Shinping Caaualtie a . 

Scpter.ibe r 25th Britiah s hip "Solaria" 

(5 ,800 tona) in convoy with a general cnrgo t:o1• 

trontreal •.'ti.a torpedoed and sunk i n the 

no1·th\1ee tern approo.cheo . Anothe1· Bri t1Elh &hip 

(6 , 200 tone) in convoy woa torpedoed 1n the 

same nroa but is still af'loat ; H. rJ . c . s . "Otto.wa" 

haa 55 su.rVi vora on board. 

A Br1 t1ah wnrah1p reports that ahe 

has on board 46 add1 tional aurvi voro f rom the 

"City or Benar-cs II. 

A French escort veaeel has arri ved 1n 

port towing a British merchant vescel to1~pedoed 

in an attack on homeward bound convo:,r on 

Soptcr.iber 2lat . 

A convoy of 32 ah1pa haa ar1·1 vcd 

safel y in home 'l'tntera . Cargoes incl ude o teel 

QJld scrap , pig iron ar:d iron ore , oil , lumber 

nnd paper and pul p. 

5. !J1ddle East . 

~rythrrui,.,_ ae tvteen sept ernbet' 2lat and 
our 

24th/medium bombers a ttacked varioua aerodrome• 

i r Eryth~ea. At one aerodrome a l arge petrol 

f ire woa atnnted and bombs fell amongst five 

tightera . en the ni ght of September 23rd - 24th 

t wo of our aircraft r.iade dtve attacks on enemy 

yroopa i n Kae anl o. . 

Mill ta. On September 24th S Itnl1e.n 

f i ghter s of tho latest type rrere 1nte1•c.epted 

by Hurr1cono 1"1ghterD (tnd trlO Glo.diatoro; ono 
_,. 

enemy fichter wse ahoW dorm (tnd two domaaed , one 

b;t o.nt1- a1rcr111't t:n e . 
6./ 



6 • ll!!!.:£. 

Two gro:.ip& or Itnlinn t'1ghter3 , 

about 54 o1rcrert , and two w1r.a1 or bocl>er 

uircraf't , ubout 70 oirorat't , oro leaving Itoly 
tor ue1r.ao.ny. It eeece ra1rly ce r t n1n tha t 

th ee W1it1 are movin,; CO"'J)le taly •1th tbo1r 

own maintenonco personnel und will operate 

under c~man control . 



The Honourable 

&11 at. 

llUTISN fMIAllY • 

WAIHIMCTON, D. C . 

September 28th~, 

Ooa r Mr . Pr~aident, 

I e nclooe ht-r•ln oopy of the 

la te et r•port rec_.1 ved traa Lon< on on the 

"'1 ll tary eltuatlon . Th1• 1• dated Sei>t~:abe r 

P-?th . 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr . Preeldent, 

Very el nee rely you1•a, 

Prankl in D. Rooee velt, 

President of the Uni ted States ot Aclerlc&, 

•a•hl naton,&. c. 

-



Telogr&.m ''~apot.ched from London 

on Septembrr 27th , 1940. 

11111 t a ry • 'l'!<o or th,..,• Itcltan colonl~l 
bat talions with pu.clt 'ba t ter ;y wens :reported on 
soptombor 25th on the t'ron tior 20 m1lea eouth 
of Kaaae.l• , eD1 lnd1c••1one au~~at the for:_gtion 
ot forward du.op~ i n th1• areo . 
?.. ~OYffl !.1r ?ore~ . 

rteo ther ·,10.e comp&rat1 vcly ... ood for our 
bocobin., oieration 1n l\erlin area on ni.)\t or 
Sept ,,rnber 26/~o.it . 'Z.6 'b:Jt 1r tf"!\3e ae&rchl.1 .ht 
t...lare inaue eccur tte obrervat.1on di rticul t . Bt1rata 
were obeorvod. at one po..-er •tation &.ru:. 1f"ver~l 

fi r tta were started at &another . ho mu.r•ehe.llit\C 
yarde and air port at Templ•hof "fire at.tacke1 . 
Othor railwllY 11U1r ehall ine yard• in northwest 
~n:l&.ny Yor e bar.bed •nd at OM a chCtn•y ••• 
seen to foll aorooc the yt.r~ . The tar~11t er ca 
at Kiel • a "' located b".Jt. reaulte co.J.l· not be 
obeerved. Espec!ally auccelftt"ul atteoka were 
::a ., on ah1pp1~ at !oulocne ttnd Calais , a nr. llL)tt 
at t ack& took pl ace on eeverul other ch~nnel ports. 
Other e1ror art ettaoked aerol't.ro~ oa secondary 
t ar .;eta and t11•tt- ro1e1n l e ave:a weN c!roppell. 1n 
t he o~untr;.. d1a\.r1cto . 

Sept etitber 26th a1x •lr cr a.tt we re Ceep~tchad 

on/ 



on offensive reconnaieeunce of the clcunnel ports . 

One is misaine . 

IU..,:1t of September ':6/Se1 tP.r.,ber Z7th n1 n.ety­

two aircraft were rent to the followinp objectives : 

tl\ree r.ertn n c;.pi t al ships in Kiel r1ockyurd , an 

ene:ny convoy off St . lo , ohippinc in channel 

ports ( e1 xty-ei &1'l t hcuvy and r~or iwn bo1,1bF rs) 

and Ems Canal Aqueducto. In addition nine aircraft 

were dettile to lty m1n°s . All 011r machines 

are bacY except one which has not yet ~cporte1 . 

1:-,, A.F . Nicht of September 25/September 26th 

According to late~t reports c~au~lties in Lonnon 

erett •1ere 180 killed und 350 seriously .. ounued . 

Normal •. • • has been x·co;,1.llled at chief London 

r1 ilvn.y terrnini thout,h there i s still some 

reduction of service at other stations . J;o serious 

dwnage was reported to the cathccral nor factories 

bu t a few linportant factories ure affected by 

unexploded bombs . 

September 26th, morning ene:uy activity 

consisten only of ibOlated raids ond reconnaissance 

of east and southern coasts of ~nglarw. . About 

5 . oo p .m. three waves of enemy aircraft totalling 

about 90 ottackec! aircraft factories at Son thump ton • . 

Direct hi t s were obtained on tVIO ehops of one 

factory und fires were caused Y1hich a.re under control; 

ten personc were killod end thirty v.oundert an<\ 

produc t1on 1e te1n.£lorarily suc11 ruled. Other 

ct.s-.ialtiee 



casualties were caused a t Southampton eas .,,orke 

and a warehouee was sot on tire in dook:o. 

Elsewhere, so1r.e damage wua done to nn iron 

works in Yorksh1 re , 1'-~rst-ysi•le v:as bowbed at 

obout eii;ht p . m. und severe fires which wore 

still burning at eix a . m, were cause~ in docks 

at Liverpool, Birkenheod ond wnong shipping. 

Se ve1•a l R. A. P. atnt1ons were attacked , but no import-

ant drunaee 1a reported. 

Night or September 26th/September 27th, 

ac.ti vi ty was Tride spread over the whole of 

Ene1ond south of line from Li verpool to Hw::iber 

and continued most or the ni cht, but the enemy 

ef'f'ort seems to have been dtrec ted l e es towards 

Lon~on then recRntly . No impor tant damRge is 

repor ted , a l tho~eh eonio factories in various 

p•rts or tho country were hit . In the London 

aree bombing was evenly spread and two 1aajor 

fire& were cuueed both of which drC under control . 

There wan the usuel d&.mace to house property 6.nd 

a t one hospita l many casualties are re»orted . 

4 . Su.quno ry of ,Ur Cesuultiea. 

EneuJ.Y Destro~ed Probable Do;nae:ed 

By our fi!)tters 

Bomber a 17 5 8 

:i'iO>tera 16 5 8 

BY en ti ai re raft tire l _1_ _ 2_ 
Tot ala 33 ll 13 

!lr1t1ah/ 



British lo aircraft {7 pilots oare) 

l ~diur. bo1!.bel" !'llJ. tt'Si r...., . 
s. Shi 'lDiri Cae•tffl tifttl . 

l\!' U- Bol t& . 

9 , Goo t.ona w.,,..... tor ,..,edoed 1 n o l t"ard convoy 
in northwest o.p,rofl.ches J1tOrnin of' 8"Ptemb~r 
21Jth , OT\4 1.a .rholly ll!!sublec! end the other la 
on tire . 

!iew Zedond oh1p i'Ort Denison {8 , 0'3 tone) 
London to .\uckl.:tnc. ln out.war:; convoy att.acAed 
by 61 r crntt ovom ni; of >;eptcu.ber 26th io on fire 
and a'bl.ndone' . About 40 survivors including 
the c°"'LO·.ore ot the convoy are in a m.v11l tr•wler. 
6 . Middle ·eat f,ybio . on September 25th 
~ eediu:a bcMi.bers bttccked Tobruk and at~rted a 
laree fire in the docks end acor-e~ dtrect hita 
on b\lildinl!" •nd 1:iec!\cntc1tl trl\neport . 
~ On the 26th our heavy "nd 11ed1u..,. 

bornbers attacked vttrioua aeroOro.11eo , at one or 
•hi ch tires wor~ a tarted and dwnat,""e f'!'Oba'bly ci ueed 
to 3 grounded nircrart . 

PAleatlne Hat ta waa ottacked by 10 !talion 
bombers on tt1• <>6th. Abo 1 t 100 b"'11ba ,...re dropped 
wit.hout. coueint. dt1.rrw.ge or c aeualt ieo to nav&.l 
perdonnel. 

I tol1un F:aat Atrica . 

DU.ri~ R. A. F. attack on Oopte1.1ber 23rd 
e l•rc...e LM.lJl1 t iona du:up wae hi i. near Amaara end 
con~inuod burning tor l P. houro . P,,riodic exploe101111 

ren<1ered/ 



rendered 1t 1J!ll)Ose1ble for the personnel to 

oppro•ch and deal with the t1re unt1l i t had 

burnt itself out . 

? . ~· Pive ex /..merlcun destroyer• 

nova arr i ved 1n the United Kinedom. 

t!ost recent rep0rtc eetS.rt1.ate Fr"nch ne val 
loeeee et Dak&r ae tollowa; SUblaar1nee 2 aunk 

tir.d 3 severely de.tr.aged; Destroyer or Pantaaque 
cleeo and one deetroyer burnt out on~ beached; 

Richelieu hit by two 15 1nch shells and 

dlUCaged by two near aa1aa.aa rro"'.Zl a1 r bocba and 

one poaa1ble hit on Glolre class cru1ecr. 



The Honourable 

IAITllH EMBASSY. 

ill! cc 
WAtH I NCTON, D.C. 

29 th September 19<1-0. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herein a copy 

ot the latest report received from London 

on the military aituation. 

September 29th. 

Believe me, 

It ia dated 

Dear Mr . President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Franklin D. Rooaevelt, 

President of the United Statea of America, 

Waahington, D.c. 



~elegrD.C. from London dat ed Scpteuber 29 t h , 1940. 

l . ~· 

DUrlns Soptouber 27th twenty ahelle 

"er e !'ired £1.t Dover ; one naval and one inilitary 

o1"1'1eer wore se1~1oualy wounded. 

Septc:nber !.?2nd His L:o.1euty ' a subinarine 

Os1r1a ao.nk Italian dest royer nort h-eoot of 

Br indisi . 

September 26th His Unjeoty ' o Cnnodian 

urocd merchant cruieer 11Prince RobeI't 11 <:aJ)tured 

Ger~lQJl s t eamer of 9, 000 t ono off P£1.cific coact 

of Mexico . 

':.'Wo ai rcroft , probably .F1'Cnch , fle \'1 

ove r Preet o\'tn on the evening of' Septenber 2'7th 

but dropped no bombs ; o. fleet reconno.isoance 

air craft \Ta.c att acked by- t\10 machines 200 llles 

nor th--weat of Kone.kr1 . 

2 . !tOY4l Air Poree. 

llUl'ing the ni{lht of Sept01.1be r 2Gtb,/27th 

Kiel docko \'fere att acked but no dot'inite reoulta 

cou.ld 'be obaervod , enom,y convoy •.too not locat ed , 

4.8 aircraft aucco uafully attacked ahipp1nc in 

the Chennel port n nncl 7:-"':la £1.quodv.<:ta we1~e 

at to.eked by throe: sir-cr ot't , but O\'tinc t o cloudc 

r esults wore unobearvad. S0«1.1e 1n1nel£LY11\8 wee 

/ca.-ricll 



/ 
c arri ed out. 

Dur ing tho night or Sopt ember 27th/20t h 

95 c1rcraft wero dec,atchod a,;;alnat the ~ollow1ni: 

otJ~act ves : 

She.pr>1n,, 1n the Chonnel !Jorh (aO hea-r.• 

and 1.1ed1UIJ bot.~bero) ; 

:.,,r,. &do ... or:~';.O!f::J ln nortt.ern ::ol:.and; 

In c.4(,,i,1t1on tS aircro.rt \lere cent on a 

1.l1:>elQ;t1n.::: task • 

. Ul our atrcro.:.'"'t , ez...:o ... "t or • ., i1ell1naton 

bOCJbet• , hDve ret11rnod. 

3 , gor .an .\ir /< r-ce: . 

Stmidarc:. .!otor •.t~r:.C• at :""ver.i~ry bor1bed 

on 301.to, l>er 25th; tl:ree la~· ... "O worl;o..'lo'u wero 

d&L1111.ed but airo1•urt . rotlucti~" "ill not lie 

a~~ect.od ar.d ott.e:r ~roduetion not ser1ousl~ 

de:.a!!Od. southal:~,ton O!ls W rkc ?..o;e tc obtain 

50 per cont . of.' non.iul out11ut b;r 1.:onde;r. t.t tLe 

SJ.: orwar1ne Aviation ,forks th,,,ro i;,ao \71do-::i..iread 

d-5.:-:avo to a.'led!'J L\:t. 4,_.~e t~> • la.."lt , a1ro;-o:ift n.nd 

&toroa d.1d not oxcood 33 ;>~;- co.Lt. a.r..d r-aetrlctcd 

produot1on 1e oont1nu1ns. 

~:i.;ht or :l tc...i>er ll~th/37th .. :.ell 

f'i r oo were cauued 1 London doci .. a ; c1nor inter-

r~tion1 or r oil and t .. oe.d .serv1coo !.n London 

aubur'bo.n o rea wu1•0 caused rind OOi 10 unex11lodod 

alnee .. ore reperte4. One .. aJor and oix aor1ous 

~1reo wora s t art ed; otl'"..arwioo no 1c.;>ort.i.LJ\t 

/d01 .. ai;e 



dauoce hoe been repo~ted . 

Purin.,i the da;rlicht of Septe<-1bcr 27th 

the enemy was exceptionall y active nnd obout 

850 aircr,nt"t '1ero operat1nc over the country 

during the day , About 9 . 0 0 a . r.1. soo.e 120 

aircraft aproo.d over Kent of' which 60 dropped 

bombs in the London o.rea . A nu.:uber of our 

fighter squadrons intercepted. Between ll 

and 12 noon t 1>0 r aids or about 40 and 500 

renpect17ely croaaed the coast ; the former 

went in the di1~ection of Bristol and the latter 

towo.rdo London but none entered the inner 

a r tillery zone and ot a.bout 1 o ' clock the eneoy 

\'1i t hd.r ew . Later 1 n the da~ about 100 enem:t 

a1rcr at't cros::ed the cooot .and about 25 f'lew 

over London and dr o_p._1ed bombs in south and 

south- ·11ostorn d1otr1cta . The aeeond wave of 

50 enoi"l.Y o1 rc1~att ,.,es t urned back. 

All of' these r e.ids wore intercepted 

and attacked by our fighter• '1Ild enemy 

caeualt1es wore heav:1. Re 9Ul ts for the 

nurJiber ot air craft engueed wer e r.iost ineffectual ; 

an attack on the Bristol A1rcro~t fnctorJ mia­

carI"ied o.nd only a tow bor.tba were dropped on 

the o.e rodrOJne . Other Royal Ai r Force 

s t ations attacked auateined no 1J:zpor t ant 

<lomage . Apar t t'roi:i 16 peopl e k i lled and 80 

i n jured nnd damage t o pr oper t y at Uu1dstone 

/ r eeulta 



ro nulte f'ro1.1 the ene:u:1 point 01' view were poor. 

SUJ.11.-io.ry Of Air Cooua.1 ties : 

Destroyed Probable Drui.acred 
i!!nC111Y : 

BY our !'1.ijhters : 
Bombers 10 12 21 
Pighter a 91 21 31 

By anti- aircr aft fire : 
Type unknown 2 2 nil 

~ 133 35 52 

Br itish: 

27 aircraft , but 9 pilots are safe . 

g bouibere wt1as1n,g, one troia yesterday. 

l!1ght of 27th/28th, the enemy attack 

\'las azain chie!"l;y d1rected age.1nst LOn4on und 

continued thl•ouahout the nicht alnoat wi t hout 

interruption. Bombing \'/as leas intense then 

uaual , the <lar!l8gG lcsu se vere and there \1erc no 

There '>tere scattered r aida 

tlu·oughout the 1"11(lht 1 n the !lrt a tol , Liverpool , 

B1rm1nehara and Hottingham araeu and four raidc 

o ver S:dinburgh whore little d.o.m03e \'lo.a caused , 

4 . Shipping coaua lti cn . 

B!" U- boat on SOt>teiJber 27 th o ttoruea:1an 

ahip of 1 , 300 tons was sunk off northern I r elo.nd. 

Tho 11Port Denioon" , r eported on fire 

yesterday, ha& now sunk . 

A Dutch ohip of 6 ,000 tons oo.nk on 

account of an oJQ)losion on septembor 15t h in the 

west Atlo.n'tic . 

/A 



A convoy of 2' chi_ s 01•l'lvo~ oot'ol:i 

in Canada and another convo~· or 27 sh11>a 

reached ho . .o :ports froiJ the west .\ tli:mttc . 

:'l'o latter 1ncludod 5 t eiL:ero and ::: ehi:>• 

carrJin,.: aircrart . 

• . !.1ddlr .:ast . 

L1b:ra . Two ;;roupa or 100 !'./"!: 

ond 6 tenke and 40 t!/T res~octivoly ro~ortod 

rnovtna 1'ro1.1 tho north on Ginrubub 60.vto. .• bor 

~Gth; othorwi:,;o (lll areas qu1et . 

Six Blonheimo destroyed throo o1r ­

crort on~ 11robabl:: do;;1ao;ed o rourth on Sollw11 

land1n;;- i;1-ound on Sei)tet:ber 2oth. 

Poloot1ne . Te., ene'-l;/ boc:l>ers 

attac~"4 l!alro on Sopte;.Jber 2Gth. 

on tho oil ta.tu<s , sli~ht da:u.c:;e to tro.n.aror-... er 

and powor etation; no caeuel tiea . 

t:alta . On Septe-l>er ~~th obout 

20 onoi:iy oirerart bo.>bed the Br1t1uh fD1~] 

o.erodt"011.10 where oaao daoa.Je waa dono to 

honuura and bu1ld1n.;s and to two aircraft . 

Twu ot the oner.t:f oircrort ~ere aho t do~m. 
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