indiseriminately throughout London suburban
area, but both damage and cesualties were
astonishingly slight., Liverpool area was
bombed et many points with both H.E. and inden-
diary. Fires were csused and dmmage done to
house property, water mains, and reilwey com-
munications, Lime Street railway station was
hit and damage caused to the track asnd telephone
aystem.

L. Shipping Cesualties.

Reference parasgreph 5 of yesterday's
summary. From further reports received figure
of 12,250 may be reduced to 5,500.

(a) By U-boat.

Between August 23rd and September 3rd
3 mdditional British ships (total tonnege 9,000)
were sunk in Northwestern approaches. One was
in convoy.

(v) By eir.

An outward bound convoy wes attacked
without success yesterday.

The 8, 8. Melbourne Star (11,000 tons)
homeward bound from Austrelia with passengers and
refrigerated cargo and not in convoy, was
torpedoed and machine gunned off Western Ireland.
One bomb hit forecastle and wounded one man.

5s/



Se Middle East.

Libya, BSeptember Lth 34 medium bombers
attacked serodromes in Eastern Lybla. Hits were
registered on buildings, at least one aircraft
was destroyed on the ground and 2 seaplanes
demaged at Bombe. One machine felled to return
and the pilot of another was killed, but the
observer brought the aircraft back.

Kenya. B8eptember 3rd 3 aircraft of
Bouth African Air Force bombed an ememy asrodrome
and poeition. Three enemy aircraft were
destroyed on the ground. One of our machines was
ghot down by anti-aireraft fire, and another
forced landed in enemy territory.

Malta. Yesterday an enemy formation
of 17 fighters and 8 bombers appeared over the
island, but dropped no bombs. Our aircraft
destroyed one fighter and severely damaged two

more, We had no casualties.
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0¢ ¢O$ BRITISH EMBABSY,

WABHINGTON, D.C,

September 8th, 1940.

Dear Mr. Presldent,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situation. Thie was sent off from
London early this morning.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Freaident,

Yery sincerely yours,

( for e Abimrader )

‘ﬂﬂr:& /S‘suff{.ﬂ

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hooaevelt,
Preaident of the United States of America,

Waahington, D. C.



Telesgram despatched from London

early on

the morning of September Ath.

1., QHNaval. Thres drifters and a
motor-torpedo boat were attacked by enemy
aireraft off Folkestone yesterday whilst
attempting toc rescue German airmen. The
ceptain and three of the crew of the motor-
terpedo boat were wounded.

A naval corvette was sunk in collision
with a merchant steamer off Northeast Ireland
yeaterday.

H.M.A.5. "Hobart", esocorting a convoy,
was attacked several times by aireraft in the
Hed Sea on September 5th but sustained no damage.

H.M. Bubmarine "Tribuna" reports
firing two torpedoes at a U-boat in Northwestern
approaches and claeims one certain hit.

2. Royal Air Forge. During the night
of September 5th/6th the Stettin synthetic oil
plant and oil targets at Hamburg, Kiel, and
Regensburg were attacked and fires were started.
About 20 forest fires were caused in the Hartz
and Black Forest areas. Railway communicaticna
were also attacked. Boulogne harbour was heavily
bombed end many hits were recorded. Oun em-
placements opposite Dover and Calais Harbour

were/




were attacked but results uncbserved. Other
objectives reached were docks in Ems Estuary,
seaplane base in Northern Holland mnd several
asrodromes.

Reports indicate that successful
results were obtained at FPiat factory. At
aero-engine works e huge yellow explosion
occurred, and at one large square building a
fire was seen twenty minutes later and only
the walle appeared to be left.

Last night 88 bombers were despatched
with the following principal objectives. 011
stocks and power station at Berlin, forest
areas, raillway communications, aercdromes in
Northern France, gun emplacements oppoeite
Dover, barges and shipping at Ostend and
Boulogne, alsc to undertake mine-laying opera-
tiona. TIwo heavy bombers are missing.

8. German Air Forge. During the
night of Beptember 5th/6th one enemy bomber was
shot down and another deamaged, both by anti-
sircraft fire in the Tyne T

[ie Sapr £%]

Yesterday about 700 enemy aircraft
are estimated to have been operating over the
United Kingdom. The first attack consisting of
about 376 machines eppeared over Southsast
Englend at 8:30 a.m. and was intercepted by
our fighter squedrons and dispersed after an
hour's fighting with the loss of 37 aireraft.
Bombe were dropped in South and Southwest Cuter

London/
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London suburbs but apart from very slight
damage at an aircraft works no demage of
importance has been reported. Another raid
approeched Portland but no attack developed.
In the afternocon at sbout 12:45 a second
formation of mbout 30 ceme over Kent, East
Sussex, and the Thames Estuary areas. Bomba
were dropped chiefly in the Medway Estuary area
where fires were caused but were quickly under
eontrol. This raild also was strenucusly
opposed by our fighters and by 1:30 the enemy
had been foreed back, retiring into strong
escort patrols concentrated in the Straits of
Dover.

A third and smeller raid approached
the Thames Estuary in the evening and a further
attack was made on Thameshaven oil wharves.
Berious fires were sptarted, the refinery is now
deatroyed and one ﬁéﬁﬁgif4$F1ffill burning.

Last ninhtlnnonw activity was on a
reduced scale, ralds which approached Londen
eeasing soon after midnight. B8cattered raids
scecurred in the Midlands and South Wales, mine-
laying was suspected off the East Coast.

Bombs were dropped in London area in Southeastern
Inner suburbs. Damage was caused to property

and public services at Southwark where there
were/



were 70 casualties and fires were caused
in a number of streets in the Weat Ham
quarter, where 102 casualties oceccurresd. At
Liverpool damage to houses and publie
services was caused and fires were started
at 2 oil mills.

Fires in London docks previously
reported are now extinguisghed.

Fight fighter patrols are being
maintained off the Dutch coast and over the
Fuhr.

4. Bummary of air cesualties:-
Enemy by fighters:

Fighters: Destroyed Probable Damaged

aT 16 T
Bombers:  _7 gl e
Totals S+t 20 14

Britigh: 22 sireraft (7 pilets killed or
missing).

5. Shipping casualties. By U-boat.
Survivors landed at Baltimore report that

their British ship (4,000 tons) wes sunk on
Aougust 24th whilst rescuing survivors from
H.M.8. "Penzance".

One British ship (4,800 tons) home-
ward bound was sunk by sireraft off East
Beottish coast yesterday evening.

6./
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

ﬁ WABHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr., President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
aituation. This was sent off from
London late on the evening. of
Beptember Bth,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

(Mo

The Homoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C,



Telegram drafted in London on

September Bth.

1. Kaval eircraft have successfully
attacked two merchant shipe off the Norwegian
coaat, which, when last seen, were abandoned
and einking.

A convoy of 15 Britieh shipe has
arrived in home waters from Weet Africa.
2. Eoyal iir Force.

During the night of the 6th - 7th
a power etation, motor works, marshalling
yards, ceble works and two oil targets were
attacked in the Berlin area, causing fires
and/or explosions. Many fires also caused in
the Black Forest. Successful attecks also
carried out ageinst marshalling yards in Buhr
area, serodromes near Brussels and in Northemm
France, gun emplacements at Cap Gris Nez and
Boulogne docks,

Last night 93 bombers despatched
to attack barges and shipping at the channel
ports, shipping end docks at Emden, railway
and marahalling yards, enemy serodromes in
Northwest France, southern zone of Black Forest.
A1l aircraft returned.

3./



3. German Air Force,
About 70 aircraft attacked targets
in Zast Kent yesterday morning., At 16,30 hours
some 90 enemy airecraft attacked London and the
Thames Estuary areas. These were followed at
17.00 hours by a second wave, involving 250
aireraft, and by 18.00 hours heavy attack had
been made on industriel and dock aress on both
sides of the Thames. Berious fires started at
0il installatione at Purfleet and Shellhaven and
at gas works at Barking. Large nurber of bomba
also dropped in docklend, causing serious fires.
Enemy activity recommenced last night
and from 20.10 houra wntil O4.30 hours, a stream
of single aircraft attacked the docks, rellways
and power station in the greater London area.
A few aireraft also reached Liverpool, Bimminghem,
and South Weles, Preliminary reports do not
rermit of acourate review of the damage csused in
London area but meny key points were hit and
probably demaged, affecting chiefly food storage,
flour mills, graneries and oil instellations.
Serlous demage caused to London docks, and fires
have necessitated evacuation of Silvertown.
Several railway lines in Bast and South London are
at present blocked, and certain minor demage has
been done to London raillway termini. Although
it is feared that considerable demage has been
done, preliminary reports indicate that very little
demage has, up to the present, been done to our
war/



war industries. All A.R.P. services are
functioning admirebly and all fires are
lllraad: less intense and are being brought under
control.
L Summary of alr casuslties
(exclusive of reports from A.A.)
Enemy - by fighters

Destroyed Probable Damaged
Fighters L5 19 13
Bombers —29 A8 g
Totals 4 34 33
British - 27 fighters (13 pilots safe)
5. A Germen soldier parachutist, dressdd
in ecivilien clothes and in posgession of a
receiving and transmitting wirelesa set, was
captured in North Hants on September 6th. Hie
miseion was to report on damege to merodromes.
6. Middle East.

Three Hlenheima scored direct hits on
Awesh railwey bridge 90 miles esst af Addis
Ababa on September Gth.

Merse Matruh attacked by enemy
aircraft on the same day, but no reports
available.

Five aircraft attacked Haifa on
September 6th, ceusing no damage.

Malta/



Malta, Eleven Italian bombers,
escorted by 24 fighters, ceused slight damage to
the dockyard and to & BEritish submarine
yesterday. One enemy fighter shot down and
another probably destroyed by A. A. fire.

T Projected sction ageinst United Kingdom.

Bulk of striking strength of German
Adr Porce remain disposed in a crescent from
Brest to Amsterdem. This striking strength
recently increased by transfer of long-range
bombers from Norway to Belglum., BShort-range dive-
bomber units, recently withdrawn from atteck on
Englend, have now been moved to forward aerodromes,
presumably in preparation for re-employment
againet this country.

During the past week, German Air Force
has devoted main efforts towards weakening fighter
defences in Southesst England. Their air attack
on this area will probsbly be greatly intemsified,
weather permitting, from now onwerds.

Information recently received regarding
weat end south movement of barges and emall ships
to ports between Ostend and Hevre suggest very
early date for invasion, eince these craft would
not be moved unnecessarily early to poeitions
8o exposed to our bombing atte,ks. Disposition
of German Air Force suggests initial landing
operations may be attempted south of the line
from Wash to Southampton, sinece fighters and

short-range dive-bombers are unlikely to be able
to/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Septerber 10th, 19L0

Dear Mr. Prealdesnt,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military
situstion. This was sent off early
this morning.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

Re
G
FJED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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attack on London docke area during evening of
7th and night of 7th/8th tend to confirm that,
although damage and casualties were severe, the
general effect on war production is very little,
At Woolwich Arsenal damage to the plant is
considerable but certain sections are untouched.
At the Royal Dockyard, no machinery was damaged,
btut three store houses with stores were demaged.

Yeasterday morning at 11.30, about
300 enemy aireraft collected and approached
Bouth-Esst coast, only sbout 60 penetrated inland.
Dover and one aerodrome were attacked soon after
noon; formations were intercepted and wilthdrew.
Ko damage reported.

Last rmight again the enemy's attack
was devoted almost entirely to London, about 150
aireraft were operating and were active from
dusk until near dawn. The sams areas were
attacked, with special attention to railway
commnications., Damage was generally leas heavy,
tut considerable dislocation was caused on all
rail exits from London to the Esst and South.
Some important roads are also temporarily
blocked, Three large Tires were atarted in the
_ City; end seven key points were hit, ineluding
Ford Motors and two oll installations. There
was also some isolated bombing in Eastern county
and Bristol areas.
3. Summary of air casualties.
Enemy casualties

By our fighters:-

Bombers: destroyed probsble damaged
1 2 L






e
o &g,

BRITISH EMBABEY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

geptember 11th, 1940

—

SEenmr—

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report recelved from London
on the military situation. It was
dated September 10th.

Believe ma,
Dear Mr. FPresident,

Q Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D, Rocsevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
T September 12th, 1940
Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military

situation. It is dated September 1lth.
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The Honourable

Franklin D. hoosevelt,

Believe ma,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

I

.

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.






barges and other targets in northeast French

ports were followed by fires and explosions.

A gas works at Berlin was attacked, and a violent
explosion resulted, Extensive damage was csused

at railway sorting /sig/ yards at Brussels. Ship
yards at Hamburg and Bremen were both attacked by
several sircraft; observation was difficult but
results ‘I::aliuvclrd satisfactory. Single mircraft
also attacked railway stations at Cuxhaven and Kiel,

A corrected report states that only 1
of 185 bombers was loast.

Yesterday Cherbourg aercdrome was
attacked and fires were started. In the afternocon,
E-Boats and merchant veasels off Dieppe were
bombed. Two E-Boats were probably sunk,

Last night 114 bombers were despatched.
Ob jectives were am follows:

Calais, Ostend and Flushing harbours,
Bremen dockyard, barges and shipping Boulogne and
Flushing, Brussels aerodrome and one other in
Hollend, Potsdam reilway etation, rellway yards
at Brussels, gun-emplacements opposite Dover and
E-Boats and destroyers off Le Havre.

Mine-laying was also carried out. Two
heavy and 2 medium bombers have not returned.

3. Qerman Air Force, Additional reports
of night of September 9th/l10th. Outside London
area: some fires were started in New Forest but are

not serious. Blast furnaces at & steel works near

Manchester/




Manchester were hit but produection is not
affected.

Within London area: the districts
where principel damage occurred were the
Emst and East Central. In two ereas inter-
ference to electrical services has resulted.
Some serious fires were csuged, chiefly in
docks area, and major damage was done by
incendiary bombs at one other railway terminus;
but on September 10th evening all fires in
London region were reported as under control,
and fire at Thameshaven as gradually subsiding,
one more cistern having been extinguished
during the afternoon.

Yesterday owing to weather conditions,
enemy aireraft operating singly or in pairs
carried out reconnaissance flights only. Two
were ghot down. A few bombs were dropped in
South Coast area and one demolished a railway
electricity sub-station.

Last night enemy reiding started at
dusk and continued until 4:30. London was again
the objective, where docks and railways appear
to have been their objective. About 120 air-
craft were operating over the metropolis which
was & little less then on the previous night

and casuaslties are thought to have been on a
greatly/




greatly reduced scale. A few aircraft also
went to South Wales and the Liverpool ares but
caused little damage and no casuaslties. 1In

the London ares a major fire was csused in

the docks near the Tower Bridge, and elsewhere
in the docks hydraulic meins were burst. One
Thames bridge is temporarily clomed owing to
the importance of the fire in an adjeining
factory. Unexploded bombs fell in a goods yard,
fires were caused in a tea warshouse and &
timber yard. Other fires and damage ceused was
not of a military nature.

Previous fires. The fire in the City
is still burning end 75 pumps are in motion.
Those at oil instellations on the south bank
of the Thames estuary have been extinguished
but require watching.

It is now reported that on the night
of Beptember 8th/9th Somerset House and the
Royal Courts of Justice were hit causing serious
damage at both places.

4. of Air ties.

Enemy camsualties:

By our fighters:
Destroyed Probable

Bomberas 8 1
British casualties:
1 fighter destroyed (pilot sefe)

E-}"
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6. Shipping cesualties.

By submarine:
Barly this morning 1 British ship
(4,700 tons) and 1 Duteh ship (2,000 tons)
were torpedoed in the Northwestern Approaches.
Yesterdsy morning a Norwegian ship
(4,300 tons) was bombed and sunk when in con-
voy. Yesterdsy morning a British ship
(5,800 tons) was bombed by aireraft sbout 500
miles east of Mauritius.

A convoy of 51 ghipe has arrived,
Cargoes include 16 of steel, 20 of lumber,
and there are £ tankers.

6. Middle East.

Egypt end Libya. On September Gth
35 medium bombers attacked harbours, landing
grounds and mechanised transport in Zastern
Libya. Two enemy aireraft were destroyed on
the ground and bombs fell among concentrations
of aireraft and mechenised transport.

All our machines returned safely. On
the seme day, the enemy bombed Mersa Matruh
but only slight demage was done and thers were
no casualties.

Sudan. On September 7th three air-
eraft successfully bombed an Italian amerodrome
where one enemy aircraft was shot down.

Paleatine/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WAEHINCTON, 0, C.
B!pt-_h_-_r 14th, 1940,

Dear Mr, Fresident =

.

I enclose herein a eopy of

the latest report received from London
on the militery situastion, It ig
dated September 13th,
Believe me,
Dear MNr, President,
O,V&é‘ b Very sincerely yours,
\ -
C “ g : Q@O (For the Ambassador)

=0 ‘aﬁr e Am‘&\

The Homourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C,



Telegram from London dated September 13th, 1540.

s 8 Haval,

In the early morning yesterday a
British destroyer sighted a destroyer off
Casablanca steering north-west at 25 knots.
She illuminated her and cpened fire but ceased
on discovering that the destroyer was French.
lo hits were made and the fire was not returned.

The same afternoon the armed merchant
erulser "Wolfe" was attacked by four enemy
aircraft off West Ireland. A delayed action
bomb fell on the deck and was thrown overboard;

one near miss did superficial damage.

B. Hoyal Air Force.
Night bombing September 11th/12th

reported ee extremely successful. Eighty-three
alroraft aireraft attacked shipping and barge
concentrations in harbours from Hamburg to
Bolllogne causing large fires and explosions. .
Bombs fell near the bow of either the "Bremen"
or "Buropa" at Bremerhaven with unknown
results, Four heavy bombers attacked the
Anhalter rallway station at Berlin and most
bombe fell across goods yards.

Yesterday threes Blenheims, escorted

by




by three fighters, attacked fifteen merchant
vessels off Le Havre; one merchant ship and one
tanker weres hit,

It is reported now that on September
1llth six Blenheims attacked m convoy of seventeen
merchant vessels off Calais; one was hit and set
on Tire, snother probably damaged by near misses.
One enemy fighter was shot ﬁm.

Lest night forty heavy bombers were sent
out to the following targets: Emden dockyard,

Brussels power station, and railway objectives in

northern Germany. All our aireraft have

returnad.
.19 German Air Force.
NHight o tember 111t 2th.

The sttack on London continusd for hine
hours and, although widespread, was considerably
less effectlive and casualties are thought to have
besn much smaller than on previous night. An
outstanding feature was the large number of incen-
diaries dropped and extinguished before harm wes
causged.

" Another noticeable feature was that
attack on the Southern Railway was further away
from London terminuses. A fire at one engineer-
ing works has been axtinguiahnd‘with no damage to
plant. Several other medium and minor fires are
gll under control or extinguished. Two ensmy
gireraft were shot down by enti-aireraft fire
during the night, Fire at Thamesshaven has been

put out,
/Yesterday
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Yeaterday owing to changed weather
conditions eremy mctivity consisted mainly of
reconnaissances by single alrcraft. Bombs
dropped on railway at Reading and Banbury causing
temporary stoppages on main lines. Somes inter-
captions were made and ocur fighters destroyed one
enamy banbear, Damage was csused to publiec
services et Harrogate amd a barrage balloon,
breaking loose from Coventry, did serious dansge
to telephone cables at Rugby. At Hastinge a
faw houses wera demolighed and enemy aircraft
machine-gummed rescue parties at work. 7

Last night for the first time for
several days the weather was continuously over-
cast, Enemy activity wes on a reduced scale
although more dispersed; neverthaless about
100 enemy alrcraft were cperating principally
over London. Damajje was eppreciably less than
on previous nights and for the second time a
gtrong enti-aireraft barrege hampered raiders;
one telephone exchange was put ocut of action
gnd three cperators killed. Two medium fires

werea caused but both are under control.

4. Summary of sir casualties.

Eremy: one bomber destroyed and thres
bombers damaged by our Cighters.

Unidentified: one destroyed, one
damaged by our anti-sircraft; one destroyed by
our balloons.

Totals: 3 destroyed. < damaged.

British casualties nil,

JBa




4.

5. Cna British ship of 2500 tons was mined
and gunk off Humber yesterday morning,

G. ddls East.

Egypt end Libya,

On September llth nine Blenheims attacked
a colum of 300 mechanical transport near East
Libyan frontier and obtained direct hits and
gtarted fires, At the same time a harbour, a
seaplane base and two landing-grounds were attacked
and bombs were seen tc fall near objectives,
Yesterday a Blenheim fighter shot down en Italian
bomber into the sea off Alexandria,

On Septerber 1lth three formetions of
Italian bombers attacked Sidi Barrani, which is
unoeccupied,

Sudan,

On September 10th nine enemy attacked
Ehartoum serodrome causing slight damage. Same
evening 30 bombe were dropped at Atbara and one
on railway to Port Sudan.

Eritrea.
Three Blenheims from Aden dropped bombw

on harbour works at Assab on September 12th and

obtained direct hits.

¥ Recent reports of British bombing in
enemy territory state that at Dortmund damage
estimated at three-quarter of a million marks was
caused at an asbestos and rubber works at Mennheim
and a chemical works has been severely damaged.
The Fiat works on the night of August 13th/14th were
more seriously damaged than the Caproni plant, The
/damage
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damage was mainly to bulldings most of the
machinery was intact and has been removed to
other shops. Casualties to workers were

forfe=-four killed.
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About 250 enemy airoraft croseed Kent coast, of which
about 30 penetrated to Central London. About 75 mlaso came
in over Hants, Both raids wera intercepted and heavy
casualties inflicted, eapecially to bombers., At a
eonservative estimate air crews killed or captured would
amount to 250. Bombs fell near Woolwich Dockyard, other
damage was caused in S8outh-Esstern suburbe and verious
London aress. An airerart factory at Southampton was

8lso hit, casuslties 41 killed and 91 wounded,

Last night between 8.30 P.m. and 5,30 a.m,
about 150 enemy aireraft wepe operating over London.
They approached first from the East and South-East and
later from the North-Eaat, The attack was principally
against docks, railways and parts of the City, although
moat parts of London were visited. Light attacks were
aleo made in the country dietricts around Liverpool, and
mine laying was suspected in the Thames estuary, off the
east coast and Sussex coast, and near the Isle of Men.

o caused in ea.
Docks, A report yesterday morning disclosed that, with
minor exceptions, all quay facilities in the Port of
London remained intsct, Binua attacke on the dockysrd
area began 18 ships have been sunk op seriously damaged
by fire and 12 have suffered minor damage,

Early this morning a fire was started in the
Burrey Commercial Docks and some delayed action bomba
are suspected. 3 heavy high explosive bombs caused damage
to shede and sank a fire float,

Bailways. Considerable dislocation was caused to
suburban lines in the scuth-eastern London ares.
Industry. Pires were caused at 2 engineering factories,
1 flour mill and 2 other industrial factories.

Other/









A5 E
F8.

BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCGTON, D.C.

September 15th, 1940,

——

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein & copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military sifuation. 7Tt is
dated September 14th,

Cf '%\ Believe me,
Q ; Dear Mr. President,
'wo@ Very eincerely yours,

J

: «

A

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Tele gram from London dated September 14th.

l, KNaval,

During the night of the 12th/13th
sweeps by light neval forces along Britanny,
the coast between Cape Barfleur and Le Havre
and between Celais and PFoulogne were un-
productive, The three destroyers sweeping
in the last-named sector were Iineffectually
engaged by shore batteries.

Yesterday afternoon nine aireraft
of the Fleet Air Arm attacked oil cisterns at
Bergen but were driven off with lozs of two
aircraft. A merchant veseel was set aufire
ag a result of this attack.

Two convoye totalling 62 shipe have
arrived safely in United Eingdem ports. Oergoes
ineluded fuel oil, grain, iron ore, steel and
bauxite.

2« . Royal Air Force.

Owing to unfavourable weather during
the night of 12th/13th our operaticns were
reduced snd several alreraft returned with
their bombses B1ix machines attacked Emden docks;
direct hite were obtained along the harbouwr and
on one ship. Lightweight attacks were made on
railway targete at one of which a huge fire

started/




started, Individual aireraft attacked
Flushing doock, & seaplane base, and two aero=
dromes. Fires and exploslone were caused at
& Brussels marshalling yard,

During yeeterday a number of success=
tul reconnaissances and attacks were made by 25
medium bombers on enemy shipping in the
Channel ports. All sireraft returned safely.

Last night 91 medium and heavy bonberse
were sent out to attack shipping in Dutech
Chennel porte. Two have not returned. Mine=
laying wae successfully carried out,

3« German Alr Farce.

During the night of 12th/13th enemy

raiding wes very widespread although London

was again the primery objective. Casualt ies B0
far reported from London area are 40 killled =snd
58 wounded. Sime dislocatiocn was caused on
railways especially the Southern; on the Great
Western railway the two main lines reported as
temporarily blocked yesterday are already open
to traffic, Reported evening of 13th that all
fires in the London area amounting to 27 medium
and 279 emall fires were extinguished or under
control.

Yesterdsy enemy activity wase confined
to about 20 aireraft acting individually over
the London area probably on combined reconnaise-
ance and bombing duties. A further 25 were
reported in the Bristol area some of which went

to Liverpool. Bad wieibility made inter-

geption very difficult but 1 enemy bomber was
destroyed/




destroyed by our fighters snd three more were
dameged. I Hurricene was lost but the pilet
is safe, Buekingham Palace waes bombed. Two
HeEs bonbs fell in the quadrangle and 1 on the
royal chapel but dsmege was glight. Some
incendiary bombs fell in Downing Street and in
Whitehall area but very slight damage was caused,
A school in West Ham was bombed where the
occupants were evacuated families; 50 casualties
have been reported. Reportas have been received
of damage to preperty in several localities;
same of 1t ineluded industrial premises but
there esre no reporte of major demage, Outside
the London area there was little bombarding of
importance,

Early morning an unsuceessful attack
was made on shipping in Belfast Lough and
later on an enemy airecraft dropped incendiary
bombe in County Down which caused no damage.

Last night enemy activity was on
approximately the same scale as the previocus
night amd lasted for sbout 8% hours. Prelimin-
ary reporte indicate that dJdamge caused was
less serious and casualties at present only
amount to between 30 and LO. One enemy ailreraft
was ghot down by & Blenheim fighter and another
destroyed by anti-alreraft fire, Main damage
was as follows: OClapham Junction temporarily
dlosed owing to unexploded bomb; an electrical
generating sub estation damaged and one suburban
post-office set on fire, At Cardiff a cold

storage/



etorage plant was gutted and dsmege wae caused to
atreets and gas mains,
Ls Middle East,

Lybla. Reference to summary of 12th
paragraph 6. Throughout September 1lth forward
movements of Italian unite towerds the frontier
continued. Four columns of mechanical transport
were located each sontaining from 200 = 350
vehialees, In addition there was great air
activity against our farward troops throughout the
day. During the past month Italisns have adopted
& plan of gradual approsch to the frontier on a
line south of the main ecastal road, This plan
was probebly adopted with the dual purpooe of
preventing our patrols from croseing the frontier
end of eetablishing forward bases and supply
dumpe in preparation for an advance,

On 8eptember 13th the C. in C. Middle
East reported that the enemy hed occupiled Musaid
during the night and an attack had developed on
Halfaya; our forward post withdrew and Royal Tank
Regiment engaged the enemy at midday. BSix hundred
and £ifty mechanieal tranasport vehicleas reported
in the wvieinity of Capuzzo and enemy infantry and
mechanical transport started to move northeaet from
8idiomar at 11,0 a.m., on the 13th, Enemy's inten-
tion appears to be to pineh out Sollum.

On Beptember 12th three medium bombers
mde a dusk attack on a concentration of about L4OO

machanical tranesporte at Sidiomer and fires were

etorted,
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Dear Mr. President,

I encloses herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It wase
dated September 15th.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

C Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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estimate of casualties in London area are 25 killed and
19 wounded, The fire mentioned at a suburban post office
is under control, and one telephone exchange, which was
hit, has resumed services. Some serious fires ocourred
but all were reported yeaterday evening as under control,
SBome damage was caused to dock srea snd slso to industrial
premiees at Cardiff.

Yeaterday morning, enemy activity was confined
to reconnaissance flighte by individual aircraft making
use of cloud cover. Two of these were shot down. In the
afterncon 2 raids were directed against London vie Kent
and Thames Estuary respectively. About 150 operated in
the first, and about 100 in the mecond. A few of these
renetrated inner artillery zone on both cccasions, but
interceptions were made by our fighters and casualties
ware inflicted. Demage is reported as follows, Although
Battersea Power Station received direct hi t, the damage
was confined to the contrel room and plant is not badly
affected, but a suspected unexploded homb has
temporarily suspended working. Some seaside towns on the
SBouth and East Coast were attacked, and extensive damage
to property and some casuslties oecurred at Emstbourne.
At Brighton a direct hit on & cinema killed 32 people
and seriously wounded 82, and at Warrington 2 H.E. bonbs
dropped on a recreation ground, where a gala performesnce
was in progresa, killed 1k people and seriously wounded 21,

Laat night although weather conditions were
favourable enemy activity was slight. Several small reids,
mainly of single airecraft operated over Sussex, Kent,
East Anglie and North Midlands, and a few over London.
The country was clear by 4 a.m. A 50 pump fire was
started in one London district, and sbout 50 casualties
are/
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are reported from another, Otherwise, no reports of
damage or casualties have been received.

Alr training activity in Baltic continues at a
high level,

T Bummary of air casualtiss, .

Enemy Destroyed Prohable Damged
by Tighters
Bombers L - 6
fighters 11 L &
by anti-aircraft fire
type unknown 1 - -
Totals 16 3 12

British: 12 aireraft (4 pilots killed or missing).
L. Shipping Casuslties,
By U<boat: on September Lth an Irish ship
(1,000 tons) was sunk by gun fire in Scuth Western approaches.,
On September 7th a Norweglan ship (L, 200 tons) was
torpedoed and sunk in North Western approaches, and on the
11th a British ship (5,00 tons) was sunk by torpeds in
Eastern Atlantic.
5e le t
Livya. Reference summary of the 13th, paragraph L. The
situation on the Libyan front at 5 a.m. on the 1lith was
Sollum barracks was in Ttalisn hands, Enemy were
infilitreting down the escarpment and advaneing in 3 columne.
2 squadrons of 1st battalion of the Royal Tenk Regiment wepe
engaging the columns.
There still appears to be no depth to Italian
edvence and there is at present no evidence of any other
troops having been brought up to replace those that have
now moved forward,
On September 13th, 3 Blenheims borbed the Bomba
seaplans/
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BRITIEH EMBABEY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

18th BSeptember 1940,
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Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from
London on the military situation. It
is dated September 17th.

Believe me,

Dear lr. President,

Very sincerely yours,
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wiee, [
Las 308
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The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerieas,
washington, D.C.
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Telegram from London dated 17th September 1940

Royel Air Force.
During the night of September 15th/

16th extensive damage was done by our aircraft
te docks, shipping and barges at Boulogne,
Dunkirk, Calais, Ostend, Antwerp and Havre.
Many direct hits alsc obtained on marshalling
yards in Horth West Germeny end at Brusessles.
Hamburg ship-tuilding yards, Berlin west power
station, gun emplecements at Cap Gris Nez,
naval docks at Wilhelmshaven and shipping at
Terschelling were all successfully attacked.
Direct hit on enemy erulser claimed at
Terschelling. Yegterday Blenheim aircraft
carried out offensive reconnaissances over
French, Belgian and Dutch coaste and dropped
bombs at Calais, Dunkirk, Ostend, Zeebrugge and
at Heemstede serodrame, Cosstel command air-
craft sank merchant vessel in enemy convoy
west of Borkum.

Lagt night all operations cancelled
owing to unfavourable weather conditionas
rendering bombing of specific targets ilmpossible.

2. German Adr Force.
Enemy air activity on the night of
/8eptenber




SBeptember 165th/16th resulted in further dmnsge
to railways in London, All Southern Rallways
London termini are temporarily closed. All
electrical supplies are being mainteined.

Fires caused at 89t. Thomas's, Guy's and

Lambeth Hospitals. Two factories in London
demaged; nsgligible damaged caused to Woolwich
Arsenal. One pier-head hulk set on fire in
West India Dock., All fires reported under
control 0600 hours September 16th. Approximate
casualties in London area were 130 killed and
400 injured. Bombs also dropped at Avomnouth,
Cardiff, Liverpool and in the Midlands, and in
South Bast Bngland, causing a few casualties
but no important damage.

Two relds comprising 160 aircraft
crossed the Hentigh coasst sarly yesterday, but
were turned beck before reaching London. During
most of the remainder of the day enamy activity
was confined to single aireraft operating mainly
in Thames and Thames Estuary areas. Ko inter-
ceptions reported. Unexploded bombe dropped on
Bouthern Railway in South London caused suspension
of traffie. A few bombs dropped in South East
Englend. Casunlties believed slight.

Last night London received the brunt
of the attack, though the lidlands and South
VWales were alsc bombed, Large number of fires
gtarted in London area, but all now reported

under contrel.
S5




-1 Suanary of Alr Casualties.

Enemy: Destroyed one bomber by balloon

barrage, one seaplane. Total 2.
Damnged ocne bomber by fighters.

British: 1l 8pitfire - pilot pafe.

4, ghiggigg.
Casualties by aircraft. Two British ships

(8,800 end 6,600 tons) and one Denish ship
(1,800 tons) sunk in home waters.
Convoy of 35 ships arrived in home

ports. Cargoes 9 of oil and 6 of steel.

i Héddlﬂ Eagf-.

By the evening of Septamber 16th two
enemy columns reported in occupation of Sidi
Barranl covered by force of armoured fighting
vehieles South and Eaest of the village. Yester-
day enemy sustained heavy casualties from
harassing action by our tanks and artillery fire.
How suspescted probable that three Italian
divisions have crogsed the frontier. Alr
reconnalssance still discloses no important move-
ment towards Bardia from the West.

On September 15th British Cighters
intercepted 10 Italien bombers over 3idi Barrani.
Ensmy jettisoned banba and 6 aircraft shot down
(confirmed). Another 2 being probable
casualties. We lost one Gladiator. Attacks

by Blenheims on the night of September 15th/l6th
/fesused



caused numercus petrol fires amongst Italisn
mechanical transport moving towards Sidi
Barrani,

Ne indication at present of any

major enemy offensive againet Sudan,

G cted action against the United
Kingdom.

Coastal movement to the Westward,
Particularly of enemy merchant vessels up to
£,000 tons, still continues. Large assenblieas
however of various types of eraft and barges
gtill remain at Flushing, Antwerp, Zeebrugge
and Ostend. General conclusion is that there
is no change in the situation regarding

imminence of the invesion.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C, ¥

Bep tember 19th,_ 1940 4
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SECREE—

Dear Mr, Fresldent,

T enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situstion. It wae
dated September 18th.

Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,

L Mezroms

Tha Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United Statea of America,

Washington, D. C.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C,

dacoed——— Beptember 20th, 1940.
———

Dear Mr.President #

I enclose herein a copy of a

supplementary resumé from London for the
Period September 5th to 12th. It is dated
September 1B8th.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

(/ & Very sincerely yours,
1.6
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The Honourable
Franklin D, Rooeevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Telegram from London dated September 18th.

The following is a supplementary
resumé of operaticnal events covering the
period September 5th to September 12th.

1. Haval,

German attack on London docks has
caused appreciable casuslties to merchant vessels.

Sinkings by U-boat have decreased.
Reports of railders in the South Atlentic and
Indian Oceen have been received.

There has been a very marked movement
of enemy merchant ships and barges westward
along the southern shores of the North Ses and
the English Channel.

Our light forces have been carrying
out sweeps off the French, Belgien, and Dutch
coasts, during which they have encountered and
sunk seversl ensmy vessels.

Bweeps have mlso been carried out
towards Iceland and the Norwegian cog8t by heavy
forces, but, apart from & few merchant vessels
near the coast, nothing waa encountered.

2. Nilitary,

In Itelian Eest Africa there are
indieations that en attack may scon be launched
against the Sudan along Asmara-Kassale axis.

This/



This offensive may be accompanied by & thrust
southward towamrds Kenya, although no sbnormal
troop concentretions have yet been reported in
this region.

There is further evidence in Ipaly
of a lack of enthusiasm for the war; of a desire
to preserve intact as long as poseible the Italian
armed foreces in the hope that German offensive
against Great Britain will bring victory at
little cost in Italian blood; and of serious
effects on the morale and industry of R.A,F.
attacks on Northern Italy.

e Boyel Air Force.

Our bombing operations ageinst
Germany were on a similar scale to those of the
previous week, but, in addition to continuing
our offensive against the usual targets, a
considerable augmentation of series of attacks
was directed against concentrations of barges
and shipping elong the coasts of Prance and
Holland. A number of varied targets in Berlin
were bombed with satisfactory results. Attacks
ageinat Itoly were restricted to a night raid on
Turin.

The enemy's tactice at first consisted
of renewed and unsuccessful attempte to break
dovn our fighter defense by further attacks on
British mercodromes. Laeter a new phase developed
and attacks were directed with the objeect of
disrupting communications end creating chaos in
London dock area, A third phase followed which

seemed to have a8 its aim the demoralisstion
of/




of the civilien population by indiseriminste
night bombing. Although general demage has
been considerable no serious dislocation of
the country's war effort was caused.

It is satisfectory to note that in
spite of the enemy's attacks on our serodromes
no aircraft were lost on the ground during this
period.

Our aircraft successfully attacked a
mumber of enemy aerodromes on LADYan sssssssss
In East Africa several Italien asircraf't were
deatroyed or demaged on the ground by bombers
of the South African Air Force.

The most destructive reid took place
on the afternoon of Beptember 7th against London
docks erea by about 250 mireraft, and continued
throughout the night. Bombing was eccurate and
considersble damage resulted., Eighty of the
enemy were dunro_yed by our fighters, and large
scale daylight attacks were not repeated until
the 11th, when egually heavy lossea were sustained
by the atteckers, this time without any com=
pensating success. A feature of the enemy's
daylight attacks has been the very heavy fighter
protection provided for his bombers.

b/




Ls German Alr Force.

The dispositions of the German Air
Force remain substantially unchanged. The
two long rangs bomber formations from lorway
are now stationed in Belgium, The short range
dive bomber force, which was withdrawn from
cperations against this country on August 18th,
has not been concentrated in the Calais area.

The examination of over 100 priscners
shows that the morale of the German Air Force
is 8till high. This is specially so emongat
fighter pilots - high morale of heavy bomber
erews being not guite so outstanding. A report
by a medicel officer says however that meny of
the prisoners show signs of nervous exhaustion.
There is no spparent shortege of trained pilots.

Italy,

The 200 Italien pilots who were
undergoing dive bombing instruction in Germany
were recelled to Italy before the completion of
their training. The reason for this curtailment
waes steted to be that the physigue of the
Italians was unequal to the strain.

Se Switzerland.

There is resson to believe that the

Bwiss Govermment under German and Italian pressure

may be forced to take more serious measures to
secure interception of belligerent aircraft.
It ia reported that an order has been given to
station anti-aireraft batteries high in the

Bwiss mountains.

6s/




6a Home Security.

Damage csused by enemy bombing has
been regularly reported in deily telegrams during
the week as it occurred.

Nearly all of those factories in
Birmingham and Coventry, which in the laat few
weeks have sustained demege, are now on full
production.

llone of the demage caused to electrie
power stations has ceused more than a temporary
Tallure of electric light or power; tut a large
area of Eamt London has besn cut off from gas
supplies for at least a week, owing to damage
caused at a gas works.

Casualties for the week ended September
11th were 1,211 killed and 5,547 wounded. These
figures inelude 976 killed and 4,149 injured in
the London area.

Unexploded Bombs.

Arrangements have been made not only to
strengthen bombs disposal sections, but to add
to them a number of trained men, who ean carry
out reconnaissance of the site of reported
unexploded bombe. It is hoped thet this procedure
will save & considerable waste of effort on the
part of the sections themselves, who are frequently
called to places unnecessarily.

Al though/



-

Although there have been many cases
of direct hits and near misscs on shelters of
all types, public confidence in them remains
high. Large number of people take their beds
to a public shelter every night.

One shelter had a direct hit while
some thousand people were inside, 162 casuasltiea
resulted, whereas of 600 refugees in a school
which wes hit in Weat Hem over 200 people were
killed and many more severcly injured.

The civil defence services have been
very heavily engaged and have endured long hours
of very heavy duty with efficiency and cheerful-
ness, Hemarkeble examples of skill and determina-
tion have been reported from all services, and
in at least one aree they have been officially
thanked for their work by a deputation of members

of the publiec.

Te Operati eraft ties,.
British In the Air On_the ground
Bombers 25 -
Fightera 114 -
Coastal ' e
Total 13 =

At least 69 of the fighter pilots are
known to be safe.

German = Destroyed = [Probsble pamaged

Bombers 11 51 62
Fighters 153 Ly 51
Miscellaneous __32 s 21
Total 299 97 134

N.Bs/




K,B, Included in the above are 15 destroyed,
2 probeble and 10 demaged by anti-ailreraft fire,
Yo account is token of Germen aireraft destroyed

on the ground.

iddle t
British In the eir the ound
3 =
Itelian Destroyed [Probeble Damaged.
17 11 1y
8. lige 1 Canadion S8quadron Hurricanes

has been in action on most deys dtring the
period September lst to 15th, This sguadron has
destroyed 8 enemy airer £t (and probubly & further
€) and demeged 16 others. During this period
the squadron has lost 11 aireraft, L of the
pllote of which were killed.

During the same ‘pariod the lNatal
Squaedron (Spitfires) has also been heavily
engaged. They have destroyed 26 enemy sircraft
and probebly a further 15, while they have -
damaged 16 others. During these engagements
they loat 8 aircraft, although some of the pilots

vere saved.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

Beptember 2Cth, 1340,

/' Dear Mr. Fresident *

I enclose herein a eopy of
the lateet report receivea from London
on the military situstion. Tt ia
dated September 19th.

Balieve ma ,
%‘9@ Dear Mr, President,
C' O Very sincerely Yours,
X%,

%, e

The Honourable
Franklin D, Rooeevelt,
Preaident of the United Btates of America,
Waehington, D, C,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINOTON, D.C,
R
'7 September 2lst, 1940,
Dear Mr. Preaident,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report on the military

situation. It is dated September 20th.

Bellieve me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

O‘%q [ dﬁa D

The Honourable
Franklin D, Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London
dated BSeptember 20th

1. HNaval. A British submarine
reports that she fired 4 torpedoes at a large
enemy convoy off Texel on September 16th; and
estimated £ hits.

On the night of September 17th/18th
H.M.S5. "Kent" was hit by a torpedo dropped from
an aireraft when off Bardia. Resulting damage
necessitated her being taken in tow and she has
now safely arrived in harbour.

2. BHoyel Air Force. Bombing attacks
on enemy shipping on the night of September 18th/
19th were successful. The heaviest scale attack
was at Havre, where many hits on shipping and
docks were reported. Marshalling yards in
Germany and Belgium and an enemy amerodrome were
also located and sttacked. One aircraft
obtained a direct hit on a destroyer off the
Dutech Coast. 9 of our aireraft are missing.

During September 1%th a number of
offensive reconnaissances were carried cut by
our own bombers in mreas of the Channel ports.
All our sireraft returned safely. During the
night owing to less favourable weather
conditions & smaller foree of bombera was
despatohed. Objectives were enemy shipping

in/




in the Channel ports, railway targets in
Western Germany, and agueduct on the Ems Canal.
Mine-laying was also carried out. All our
aireraft returned safely.

3. Qerman Air Force. It was reported
on September 19th that fires caused during the
night of September 18th/19th were well in hand and
unlikely to be visible at might. A very approxi-
mate estimate of casualties during this night is
200 killed and 500 wounded. September 19th enemy
activity was considerably less and confined to
operations by single aireraft. A considersble
number of resonnaissances were made over Southeast
England, South Wales and Liverpool areas. B8ix
enemy bombers were destroyed, 4 of them by our
fighters, one by anti-aireraft at night, and 1
forced to land intact. We lost no fighters.

During the night of September 19th/20th
London was again the principal enemy objective;
from 8 p.m. to 5:45 a.m. indiscriminate bombing
took place on the usual seale. The Esat End
suffered chiefly, but no reports of major damage
have yet been received, and mccurate casualty
figures are not yet available. A few fell in
Whitehall area, but damage was only slight.

During September 18th long range
reconnalgsances were made from Bordesux, covering
Weat Coasts of Ireland and Scotland and Irish
Sea and from Trondhjem to & point Northwest of

4 b Fighter/



Fighter patrols were maintained by day
over the Channel and by day and night over the Low
Countries and the Ruhr district.

4. Beptember 19th one British tanker
(1,000 tons) was sunk off the Bast Scottish Coaat
either by mine or expleoeion.

6. Middle East. On September 18th 5
heavy bombers attacked various Italian bases in the
Dodecansse.

On the same day, aerodromes in Eastern
Libya and military targets in operational zone were
bombed by 18 Blenheima; considerabls damage is
thought to have been caunsed to enemy aireraft on
the ground. One Blenheim was shot down.

Budan. On September 18th Kassalas station
was successfully attacked by 9 British bombers.

6. Messina. FReference my telegram of
September 2nd, paragraph 1, sub-parsgraph (2).

It is now reported that a 10,000 ton
Itelian cruiser was probably sunk on this occcasion.
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BRITIGH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.
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Seoret— September 24th, 1940.

Dear Mr.President,

I enclose herein coples of the
latest reports on the military situation.
One was sent off on the afterncon of the
£lst Beptember and the other on the morning
of the 22nd September.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very eincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.



Telegram despatched from London
on Evening of September 2lst 1940,

Following information on aircraft
attecks sgainat thie country may be of walue
a8 & background and for talking points.

The German Air Force commenced a full
scale alr offensive against this country on
August 8th. Until recently heaviest attacks
took place by day. Recently however large=-
Bcale day attacks heve been more epasmodiec
while night bombing raide particularly directed
at London have become more intensive. Thise
change of poliey on the part of the German Alir
Forece may be attributeble to the heavy losses
which they have sustained by day both to bombers
and fighter eacorts. On September 16th the
relative casualties since August Sth were ms
followat-

Qerman, Destroyed in combat;1,799.

Probably destroyed; 628,
Damaged ; TB86.

Our Own. (including & small number of
bombers lost in our extensive day and night bomb-
ing of Germany and German occcupled countries
and our Cosstal reconnsissance} eireraft 638,
from which 292 pillote are safe.

A large number of German losses have
been to bombers, with resultant heavy losses to
crews which average from threes to five per
aireraft. Further, except in the case of

damaged/




demaged aeroplanes, few German pllots are able
to bale out over their own territory and be saved.

Indications are that the Germans have
been drawlng on their reserves to make good
fighter alrcraeft loeses and on more than one
occaelon recently attacking formations by day
have deliberately refrained from pressing home
thelr attacks when faced with heavy fighter
and enti-aircraft defenses.

Although inevitably the enemy
bombing has ceused widespread demage to property,
damage to military targete hae on the whole been
emall and production of aireraft and of naval
and military supplies has been very little inter-
Tered with. Attempte by enemy to paralyze ship-
ping in the North Sea and the Channsl by air
attack have falled.

AMreraft production haes now overtaken
that of Germany. Although our fighter defenses
heve been continuously employed for many weeks
now the morale 1s high and strength is reletively
greater than it was at the beginning of August.

During the recent raide the enemy has
suffered casualties from anti-aircraft fire which
with experience is steadily improving in
performance. Civilian morale remains high and
certain destruction on Sunday the 15th of 186
aireraft plus a further 48 probable, some
within sight of watching crowds in London, hae
greatly enhanced this. Our own losses for that
day were as low a8 86 alreraft from which 12
pilots were saved. It ie significant that

proportion/




proportion of enemy fighters to bombers on this
day was five to six whereas formerly it had been
in the proportion of five to two. This may be
another indication of the necessity of the
Germans to conserve their fighter force in view
of recent losaes.

Cur bombing ralds ageinst military
targets in Cermany and occupled territory
contimue and reports received indicate that very
satisfactory results are being achieved. The
concentrations of shipping in enemy porte facing
this country have been primary targets recently
and undoubtedly plans for invasion of this country,
if they exist, muet have been interfered with
thereby.

With the benefit of the increased
production and importation of bomber aircraft from |
America we shall be in & position to increase
the scale and area of attack and to reinforce
Africe end West Africa with both defensive and
offensive aircraft, Reinforcements to the
Middle Esst have already commenced.

We will endeavour to send similar
telegrams one gquarterly as cccasion offers. You
will no doubt see daily telegrams on air
agtivities received by your Alr Atteché from adr
Ministry and mske use of this in consultation with

him.




Telsgram despetched from London
on the morning of September 22nd, 1940.

1. aval

It i8 now reported that on the
afterncon of the fourteenth, an sireraft of
the fleet airarm almost certainly destroyed
a U-boat off North Secotland.

On the 19th, & French ship (ten
thousand tons) was fired on by a raider one
thousand miles south east of Mauritiue.

2. Royal Air Force.

On the night of the 19th-20th, our
bombing attacks on shipping were made sxtremely
difficult on account of low eloud, rain and
aleet. Ostend and Flushing Harbours were
however attamcked, and explosions and fires
caused. A direct hit was made on & rallway
bridge at Trier and one burst was obtained on
Ems Canal Agueduct. Two Railway marshalling
yards were also located and attacked, and some
aireraft carried out intensive fire raising
attacke in various localities,

On the night of the £20th-21st, 195
aircraf't were despatched. Their targete werei=
Shipping in the Channel and Dutch Ports (one
hundred and sixty aircraft), Railway targets
and the Eme Canal AQueduct. In addition 8

aireraft/




alrcraft were sent to lay mines and one

to drop leaflete in Northend France. From

these operations one heavy and two medium bombers
are missing.

Se Gs A Fo
During the night of 19th-20th one

major fire, one serious and other emall fires
were ceused. A food factory was set alight
BNd BOME ss+s+++.8 wore ceused in the docks.
Casualties are reported as 70 killed and 150
wounded, plus 170 at present unspecified.
Several temporary interruptions in Hailway
and public services have been remedied.
Repairs to watermains are proceeding nntlnfnatui!.l:r
and the level of water in reservoirs i1s maintained.
A main drain system, which has been damaged, is
now working again. Bome parachute mines have
exploded and caused damage to property; five
have been successfully dismentled, and others
remain to be dealt with. Outside London damage
to house property at Reigate, minor interruptions
of local railways in the South East of England,
and reduction of production to forty per cent
at one artificial silk factory are the only
further items of importance.

On September 20th at about 11 a.m.
a reid by two hundred aireraft consisting almost
entirely of fighters was plotted over Kent
and the Thames estuary; they sppeared to be

converging/




converging on Emst Londen and docks but by
noon &ll had recrossed the coast. Minor
bombing was repcrted in a mouth east London
area, and 11 psople were killed 45 wounded
at Brighton.

Summery of alr casualtiea:

Enemy Destroyed Probable Damaged
By our fighters
Reconnaissange
Areraft 1
Fighters 3 1 2
Totals 4 1 2
British:

SBeven aircraft (pilots safe)

£ enemy bombers were shot down by
anti-aireraft fire on the night of 19th-20th.

During the night of 20th-2lst
sctivity was on 8 amaller scale than recently,
and consigted of the ususl succession of single
aireraft flying over London and East Anglia.
Apart from mine laying off the East Coast, no
activity is reported elsewhere. In London area,
demage to Railways was less than on recent
nighte but 16 factory, dock and food storage
key points were hit, though in no case has
vital demage been reported.

A Yorkshire ironworks demaged 2 days
ago has already resumed full production.

4/




4. ippi asualties,

By U-boat: the Norwegian ship "Lotos"
(1300 tons) from Canads wae torpedoed in the
North VWestern approaches on the 1l6th. 8 of the
erew were saved, Last night an outward bound
convoy was twice attacked in the North Western
approaches; full details not yet received.

Early this morning an inward bound
convoy was attacked also in the North Western
approaches and 2 British ships of 5100 and 4400
tons were torpedoed,

By Mine; Yesterday, 1 British ship
(1000 tons)was sunk in channel,

Ea 1it rations.

Egypt. Mr reconnaissance no movement in
Sollum area on September 19th but 1600 mechanical |
transport were dispersed between there and |
Caplizgo. A column of 200 mechanieal transport '
haed its head on 5idi Barrani. A smell party

of Italian A.F.V's ercesed the frontier at |
Maddramna and Egyptian frontier patrol opposite
withdrew. Although no movement was seen in
Giarabub there are indications from other

sources of impending activity in Glarabub-Biwa
apem. Italian forces in Libyan theatre of
operations are estimated as followsi-

Advanced troopst lst Blackshirt
divielon, 8idi Barreni, protected by en armoured
group of medium and light tanks. Supported by
a8 mixed force from the lst and 2nd Libyan divisicne

amounting probebly to 1 strong Libyan divieion.
: Main/
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REG RADE BRITISH EMBASSY,
NC! QQIP*E' 3 WASHINCTON, D.C.

September 24th, 1940,

Dear Mr. Preasident,

I enclose herein coples of
the two latest reports received from
London on the military situation. They
are dated Beptember 22nd and 23rd
respectively,

Believe me,
Dear Mp. Preaident,

Very sincerely yours,

Litis.:

The Honcurable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Prasident of the United States of America,

Washington, D.OC.

L



Telegram from London dated
Beptember 22nd, 1940

Naval,
Further report on recent attack made by our

aireraft on Genghaza etates that subsegquent air
reconnalseances show two ships on fire and two large
and two largely destroyed ocut of action.

Yesterday morning & Eritish corvette reported
heavy under water explosion in position of attaeck on ’
homeward bound convoy mentioned yesterdey. Seemed
to indicate thet a U-boat had been destroyed. |
2. Royal Air Force, ;

Night bombing operations on the 20th/21st I
were particularly successful excellent results being
ocbtained in heavy scale attack on Channel and Duteh
ports visited at all of which large fires and
explosions were caused by accurate bombing.

At Boulogne eight bursts were seen: acroes
a concentration of twenty ehips and at Flushing a
very large fire was sterted. Lighter scale attacks
on marshalling yards were carried out and a factory
eaast of Maastricht received direect hits causing
fires visible from & considersble distance.

One fleet air arm aireoraft registered direct
hite with incendiary bombe on two vessels of 6000
and 1000 tons respectively off the Dutch comst. One
aireraft previously reported miesing hes now returned.

Yesterday 21 Blenheims ecarried out offensive

reconnaissances,
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reconnaissances in the Channel ports area, Bhipping and
docks were attacked with considersble success and also
two aerodromes. All our airoraft returned. Last night
92 bombere were sent to attack shipping and barges in
the Dutch and Channel ports. All returned safely.
Reportes are awaited,
3. Qerman Air Force.

Purther reports of damage caused during the
night of September 20th/2lst state that all fires in
London Dock area were under control by morning. A fire
at the Royal 8mall Arms Factory, Enfield has caused
extensive damage to buildings. Parachute mines
destroyed a block of flats in South East London
causing temporary evacuation of one telephone exchange.

8imilar mines were also dropped in the areas of Hent

and Essex which did spprecisble damage to property but
caused no casualties. Approximete total casualties in
London area of this night 70 killed and 250 injured.

September 2lst. Enemy reconnaissances mostly
by eingle airceraft were active during the day. About
6 p.m. 2 concentration of about 200 enemy aircraft
approached the London area.

Enemy formations which consisted lasrgely of
fightera were quickly dispersed. Twc enemy bombers
were shot down, We had no casualties, Durlng the

morning three enemy airecraft attacked an aireraft
works at Weybridge; minor damage resulted causing &
emall delay in production.

Last night London was again the main target
and bombing is reported from most distriets of Oreater
London. Number of mediun fires were started most of

which were guickly under control.
outeide/
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Outside London fires were started in timber
yards and warehouses in the docks area of Merseyside
where damage to house property and some interruption to
railway airviusn waB caused,

In London demage ie reported to two flour mille,
8n electrical power station ana gasometers in South East
London. There is alsc some minor interruption of euburban
lines and roads chiefly in Bouth Esat Landon.

L. 8hipping Casualties, ‘

As a result of attack on outward bound eonvoy
mentioned in yesterday's swmery two British ehips
"City of simls" (10,000 tone) and "New Sevilla"™
(13,000 tons) were sunk. Panamanian tenker (11,200 tons)
inward bound has alsoc been sunk in the North Weastern
approaches at a time end date unimown.

5. Middle Rast.

Egypt. On September 20th and 21st our medium bombersa
in Libyan ares attacked mechanical transport columns
and in conjunction with military action maintained a
sustained sttack on mechanieal traneport concentraticna.

September 20th 60 enemy bombers escorted by 12
fighters attacked Latruh. Army petrol dump was met on
fire and damage caused to mechanieal transport and railway
lines. One enemy bomber was shot down by anti-aireraft
Tire.
italian Egst Africa. Air attack on Diredawa September
17th 17th demaged Bran aircraft workshops. This may add
to the present maintenance difficulties.

Dodecanese. Report from Rhodes states that there is a
shortese of food stuffs and that recent naval and air
bombardments have affected the morale of the people who
feel that worse is to come.







aluminium works near Dresden, in spite of very
bed weather, Pive aircraft succesafully laid
mines., All returned safely,

3o QAR

Yenterday enemy activity was
confined to reconnaissance flights of eingle
elreraft or small formations and continued
without intermiseion until merged into the
night bombing. In the afternoon and again in
the avening three or four machines entered
the inner artillery zone and ceused an air reid
warning in the London area., A few bombs
wrre dropped in London suburbs and upon the sea
gide towns on the South East and EFast Coaste
where some cmsualties and considerable damage
of property resulted. A 10,000 ton tanker
standing off a jetty in Thames eatusry recelved
g direct hit followed by a shower of petrol
filled glaes bottles., The firea ceused are
under control.

Last night, considerable enemy activity
concentrated on London area was maintained
until dawn. Outside this area minor reids
ocourred and bombe were dropped on three R,A,F,
stations but no damage is reported, Domage in
Londen area so far reported is as followass One
warehouse Tired in London docks; some minor inte
ruption to rail end road serviees; twn serious
fires it Woolwich Arsenal; /% mlp_? fact ory
severely demaged by H.E: No complete report
of casualties is yet avallable but thome which
occubred were chiefly in /¢ South.7 mast

] ; London/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WABHINCTON, D.C.

September 26th, 1940

Shgage—

Dear ¥r., Fresident,

e el 2 I enclose herein & copy of

the latest report received from Londen
on the militery situetion. It wam
dated Beptember 24th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerasly yours,

ﬁe (For the Ambassador)
Une, 9%
CL,.; AQE. :
83, 0
SiF, £ '{‘wfc R-'é—L

The Hpnourable
Franklin D. Hoomevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Weshington, D. C.
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Telegram from London of
September 24th, 1940

Haval,
A British submarine reports

having sunk an enemy merchant vessel of
BOOO tons off Gironde on Beptember 22nd,

During the last two days 51 ocean
going ships have arrived safely in convoy in
United Kingdom portes. Cargoes included 18
grain end cereal, 5 of iron and 3 other metals.
2. Bobu ¥y

It is considered that extensive
demage was done to shipping and barges in
Dutch and channel ports during our night bombing
operations on September 22nd-£23rd. Now reported
4 aircraft successfully attacked aluminium works
near Dresden end 4 other railways in Germany.

Beptember 23rd 6 Blenheims were
despatched on offensive reconnaissance of the
channel ports, but 5 could not complete their
task. All returned safely,

Bight asireraft of Comstal Command
attacked Brest harbour. It is thought that a
large number of bombs ettained the target areas,
although results could not be observed.

On the night of September 23rd-24th,
186 aireraft were sent out, of which 180 heavy

bombera,/




bombers went to attack utility services at
Berlin. The remaining 66 were given shipping
targets in Dutch and channel ports. In addition
6 medium bombers carried out a security patrol
over Calais and 9 other aircraft leaflets over
Northern France and the channel islands, All
the ailrcraft except £ returnsd safely.

5. G:hP.

Of 4 serious fires caused during the
night of the 28nd-23rd and already reported, 3
were under control yesterday evening. One is still
serious and threatens the complete destruction of a
factory. At 1 gas works, there was serious damage
to three gas-holders, and one flour mill, normally
employing 1800 hands, has been practically destroyed
and will be out of commission for a long period.
Casualties reported during this night in the
metropolitan police area were 78 killed and 224
injured. Repair works on Sewers in one London
district caused by previous raid was delayed by
further damage, and an unexploded mine has
temporarily stopped pumping at a station supplying
Eltham district with water.

Beptember 23rd, enemy activity consisted
of 8 main raids. About 200 enemy aircraft operated
over Kent and the Thames estuary during the morning.
They consisted chiefly of fighters. Our fighters
intercepted and destroyed 10 aireraft before they
withdrew, In the evening, about 100 enemy sircraft
were plotted over East Kent. Bombs were dropped

chiefly/



chiefly in Eastbourne and Hastings area.

During the night of Septembar 23rd
there wae again considerable enemy activity
in the London area and raids 8lso occurred in
East Anglie, the Midlands and Liverpool ares
of Lanceshire. In London, only partial dislocation
of suburban lines was caused, and reilway damapge
generally was less than ususl, The same applies
to damage to factories although Woolwich Arsenal
and a factory at Dagenham demaged the night before
were egain hit,

Preliminary reports indicate that
casualties in London were widespread and rather
heavier than of late. No important damage is
reported from Liverpool district,

4. Sunmary of Air Casualties.
Enemy Destroyed  Probable Damaged.
By our fighters:
Fighters 11 - -1
By AvA. fire:
Fighters —td] o el i
Total . B

In addition an enemy bomber is reported
doewn near Chobham during the night or Septembar
23rd/24th and a Heinkel aireraft destroyed off Lends'

End/



End by coastal command aireraft.

British
11 aireraft (B pilots reported safe)
ba ipping Casualties

During the night of September 23rd/24th
2 E. Boats attacked & northbound convoy off the
east coast and fired torpedoes. One small British
ship of 600 tons was sunk.

32 of the crew of a British tanker
(10,500 tons) have been rescued. It is assumed
that this ship, which was in a homeward bound
convoy attacked on Septegber 2lst, was sunk on
this ccecasion.

CR Middle East

Libys, During the night of September
2let/22nd, 4 heavy bombers scored direct hits on a
ehip end on seversl warehouses in Benghazi harbour,
and on the 28nd 6 Blenheims attacked mechanical
transport at Sidi Barrani.

&5 Enemy bombers attacked Matruh harbour
and station the night of September 28nd/23rd, The
station is believed damaged, and 2 other ranks were
killed.

On September 28nd, an enemy air attack wes
made on Cyprus for the first time., There was no
demage and no cesuslties.

Te re aituati th regard to Port
o ndon.
The Port of London hes never been unusable.
Use/



Use of the port has been reduced to vessels

of 6000 tons maximum, and vessele must

diecharge at once and leave the port. Within
these limitations the port is functioning
normally and is dealing successfully with the
present volume of traffic. Railway congestion

at the decks is very much eased, Although some
wmarehouses have been destroyed, the equipment

and essential services of the docks have sustained
little damage,
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September 26th, 1940

~Sigesr—"

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It is
dated Beptember 25th.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,
Very sincerely yours,
o}ﬁ?&scﬁ (For the Ambassador)
C{*‘?‘s"?%g Yote Aukey

The Hsnourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
FPresident of the United States of America,

Weashington, D. C.



Telegram from London dated
September 25th.

1. HNaval.
A Bpitish submarine sank a U-boat on

September 24th in the East Atlantic; enother Epltish
submarine attacked and sank & large merchant vessel,
escorted by two ex-Norweglan destroyers in the Bay of
Biscay the same day.

Five German mine-sweepers were reported
sweeping & British minefield nine miles off Dover the
morning of September 24th. Twelve BElenheims sent to
attack cbtained direet hits on two vessele and & near
miss on & third. Enemy fighters intercepted and one of
them and also a Blenheim were shot down.

Dakar. His Majesty's Ship "Cumberland" has arrived
at Bathurst.

During the morning and afterncon of Segptember
2l4th Daker fort and "Richelieu" were fired omn by the
capital ships. Vieibility was bed and no apparent effect
wae cbtained on either target.

Air mction sgainst our ships ie increasing and
French morale remains high.

Gibraltar. givraltar was bombed September 2Lth by
unidentified aireraft; about 150 bowbs were dropped,
gome of which fell ashore and a few in the dockyard.

The steam generating plant and Diesel plant were both
demaged, but the latter will be repaired shortly.

2. Militery.
Egypt/
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Egpt. Up to early morning of September 23%rd no
further enemy forward movement in the coastal aresa hed
been reported. On the evening of September 22nd, a mobile
eolumn of our armoured division silenced four enemy batteries
without effective enemy retaliation,
3« Royal Air Force.

During the night of Saptember 23rd/24th, at
least 85 aireraft dropped their bombe on Berlin and wide-
spread firees and damage was caused in the target areas,

The heaviest attacks were made upon two gas works and five
power stations, owr objectives ineluded rallway targets,

the B.M.W. and Siemens faetories, and air port. Most of the
attacke appeared successful, although the results were not
in every cese fully cbeserved.

Other secondary targets engaged in Germany
included locks on the Kiel Canal, docks at Bremen and
Hemburg, the Dornier aircraft works, railway targets and
serodromes. Several direet hits were reported by other
aireraft detailed to attack shipping in the Channel ports.

One further heavy bomber is missing making a
total of three. Night of September 24th/25th 122 aircraft
were despatched to attack the following targets. A
transformer station at Berlin, an electrical worke near
Frankfurt, barges and shipping in Channel porta, and
rallway targets in Northwest Germany and Bglgium. Some mine-
laying aireraft were also despatched, and alsc some
machines of the Fleet Air Arm to attack shipping at Brest.
L. QGerman Alir Force.

Additional reports of night bombing on
September 23rd/24th. At an aerodrome one heavy bomber was
burnt and another damaged. At an armament works, production
ie impossible at two shops, but some machinery may be

salvaged;/
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salvaged; in the other two, production will be resumed
in a few days, Tpe latest estimate of casualties in the
London area is 140 killed and 350 seriously wounded,

During the morning of Sgptesber 2Lth two
Tormetions of about 300 and 200 enemy aireraft crossed
the south east cosst. Elements of both railds reached the
Thames and East London but did not approach within ten
miles of the centre of the City. During the first raid
bombs were dropped in the Thames Estuary and notably at
Gravesend where training ship "Cornwall"™ was sunk.

During the second raid bombs were dropped indiscriminately
over Kent and Sussex. In the afterncon a smaller raid of
about 20 attacked Southampton, where 25 persons were
killed and LO injured at an aireraft factory shelter. No
serious damage was done to the faetory and the effect on
production will be slight. About 4O casualties including
28 killed, also occurred at Brighton. Weather conditions
during the day were unfavourable for fighter amction and
comparatively few interceptions took place.

During the night London was again the main
target for enemy bombing which was very widespread.
Railways and hospitals appeared to receive most attention,
& hospitale being hit; damage very slight. Dockland
wag almost untouched. Fires throughout London area were
extensive but are now under control. Other areas
vieited by enemy bonbers were Liverpool, Dundee and the
Midlands and South Midlends. Some interruptions were
caused to railways in inner and suburban London and serious
damage was caused to "The Times" building., Little damage
was dene at Liverpool and no casualties are reported.

Cne aerodrome was bombed and an unexploded mine is

reported inside an aircraft factory.
lof
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S« BSummary of air casualtics.
Enemy destroyed probable damaged
by fighters
Bombers L 2 T
Fighters I 6
Total 7 8 13

British: 5 fighters (3 pilots safe).
B ing Ca es.

2 more British ships totalling 11,000 tone are
now consldered sunk in enemy attack on convoy oh September
2lst but Panamanian tanker mentioned in the summary on the
22nd is safe in harbour, the ship of this nationality sunk
being a smaller one of 5,000 tons.

One tanker (8,000 tons) not in convoy was
torpedoed on Beptenber 2lat.

7. Middle East.

Libya. On 22nd our medium bombers attacked Italian
concentrations causing fires and explosion and on 25th
thay attacked Tobruk where bombe fell on buildings and
Jetty. All our aireraft returned.

East Africa. Between 22nd and 25th in attacks
made on Italian encampmente and aerodromes in addition
to damage caused to buildings 2 enemy fighters and 1
bomber were destroyed on the ground.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WABHINGTON, D.C,

- / .f____.f. ) }"’ -

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein & copy of
the letest report received from London
on the military situation. It ims
dated September 26th, 1940,

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely youra,

R
Un, 5‘04?4 (fr e Abonado,

C
Lﬂsagfﬁ
& Tote At

The Homourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



|-

Telegram from London dated
September 26th.

liavel

Our operations at Dakar have
been discontinued. Eraviaun bombardment of
September 25th, one British battleship was
hit by a torpedo and another suffered slight
damege from shell-fire, Three other warships
were slightly damsged.

During an air atteck on Gibreltar
September 25th sbout 200 bombs were dropped
and one naval trawler wos sunk. Two naval
officere end twelve ratings were killed.
Three or four airereft are cleimed shot down
by anti-asireraft fire.

British naval forces agein attacked
8141 Barrani morning of September 25th ecousing
fires and explosions.
= Boyel Adr [.I. 18

During the night of September 24th =
25th two important femetories, one power station
and & principsal transformer stotion at Berlin
were attecked. With the exception of the last
target, direct hits were seen and fires started.
The attacks on bargee and shipping were generally
successful especially at Hevre, Doulogne and
Calais. 8Seversl large fires and stotion at
Havre was hit. Reilwey targets in Germany and

Belgium/
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Belgium were also successfully attacked.

September 25th an sircraft of coastel
gommand scored a direct hit on one of three
smpll merchant vessels off the Duteh coast and
a2 Blenheim shot down an enemy flying boat near
Breet.

Iight of September 25th - 26th air-
craft were despatched sgeinst the following
targets: three German capitel ships et Kiel,
two power stations in Berlin, reilwey tergets
in northwest Germeny and Belgium and dock and
shipping in Dutch and Chammel ports. A1l air-
eraft have returned.

3 germen Aip Force.

Unexploded mine in aireraft factory
reported in last summary hes been dismantled.

September 25th in the morning sbout
100 aircraft approeched Dover. Our fightera
were in the gir end no interceptions were made
gs the enemy turned back towards the French
coest. At sbout 11.45 sbout 50 enemy aircraft
approached Bristol where &n aifnraft factory was
bombed end demeged; repair work and accurate
gesessment of damege are at present hindered
by an unexploded bomb; 60 persons are reported
killed and 150 wounded; our fighters intercepted
and shot down 18 of the formation. Later in
the afterncon e formation of 24 bombera escorted
by 12 fighters attecked Flymouth; our fighters
intercepted and dispersed the rald; no gerious
casualties or dsmage to ships or navel

esteblishments/



establishments were ceused, Other seaside
tovms on south coest were bombed and damoge
caused to private property end some cssualties
inflicted. B8ome machine gunning took place
at Brighton.

ary of Alr Casuslties.
Enemy Destroyed frobable Damsged
by our fighters

Bombers 16

Fighters L 3

Type unknown 2
By anti-gireraft fire

Type urknown L L8] 2
Totals 26 8 12

British 4 aircraft (2 pilots safe).
One bomber missing (yesterdey).

liight of September 25th - 26th enemy
bombing in London wea on a similer scale
although East End was almost entirely neglected
and indiscriminate bombing over the rest of
Englend was more extensive. ©Some demage was
done to house property and small factories but
no reports of demage to importent feactories have
been received. There were fwer fires than on
rrevicus nights end all were urder control by

the morning.
Laf



Us Shipping Casuslties.

September 25th British ship “Splaria®
(5,800 tons) in convoy with a general cargo for
Mentresl wea torpedoed and sunk i n the
northwestern approaches. Another British ship
(6,200 tons) in convoy was torpedoed in the
same area but is still afloat; H.M,0.8. "Ottawa"
hes 55 survivors on board.

A British warship reports that she
hes on boerd 46 additional survivors from the
"City of Benarcs". j

A French escort vessel has arrived in
port towing a British merchant wvessel torpedoed
in an attack on homeward tound convoy on
September 2lst.

A convoy of 32 shipe has arrived
safely in home wotera, Cargoes ineclude steel
and scrap, plg iron and iron ore, oll, lumber
and paper and pulp.

5e lidale East.
Erythrea. Oetween September 21st and

Ehthf;gﬁium bombers attacked various aerodromes
in Erythrea. At one merodrome & lerge petrol
fire was stapted and bombs fell amongst five
fightera. On the night of September 25rd - 24th
two of our aircraft made dive attacks on enemy
yroops in Kessala.

Melte, On September 2lth 8 Itelian
fighters of the latest type were intercepted
by Hurricene fighters and two Gladiators; one

o
enemy Tighter was show down and two damoged, one

by enti=-aircraft fire. 6./



6. Italy.

Two groups of Itmlimn fighters,
about 54 aireraft, and two wings of bomber
aircrart, about 70 aircraft, are leaving Itely
for Germeny. It seems ran-ﬂly certain that
these units are moving completely with their
own maeintenence personnel and will operate

under CGerman control.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

Beerets September £8th,1940.

e —

——

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein copy of the
latest report received from London on the

military situation. This is dated September

ETth.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington,D.C.



Telegram Jdespatched from London
on September 27th, 1940,

litary. Two or three Itelian colonial
battelions with pack battery were reported on
September 25th on the frontier 20 miles south
of Kassala, and indications suggest the formetion
of forward dumps in this area,
e 2oysl Adr Forge.

Weather was comparatively good for our
bombing operation in Rerlin area on night ot
deptember 25/Sept. 256 but intense searchlizht
glare made securate observation diffioult. Burste
were observed at one power station end several
fires were started at snother, Two marshalling
yards and eir port at Templehof were attacked,
Other railway marshelling yards in northwest
Germany were bombed and at one & chimney was
Been to fall acrosc the yerd, The target erea
at Xiel was located but results could not be
observed, Especielly successful attacks were
made on shipping at Boulogne end Calais, and light
attacks took ploce on several other channel ports,
Other eireraft attacked eerodrone s secondary
targets and fire-raising leaves were dropped in
the country districts.

September 26th six eiroraft were despatched

on/




on offensive reconnaissance of the chuannel ports.
One is missing.,

Night of September 26/September 27th ninety-
two aircraft were sent to the following objectivess
three German capital ships in Kiel dockyard, an
enemy convoy off 3t. Malo, shipping in channel
ports (sixty-eight heavy and medium bombers )
and Ems Canal Aqueducts. In addition nine aircraft
were detsiled to lay mines., All our machines
are back except one which has not yvet revorted,

G AP, Night of Sentember 25/3eptember 26th
According to latest reports casuslties in London
area were 180 killed and 350 seriously wounded.
Normel ... has been resumed at chief London
railway termini though there is still some
reduction of service at other stations. 1o serious
domage was reported to the cathedral nor factories
but a few important factories are affected by
unexploded bombs.

September 26th, morning enemy activity
consisted only of isolated raids and reconnaissance
of east and southern coasts of England. About
5,00 p.m. three waves of enemy aircraft totalling
about 90 sttecked aircraft factories at Southampton, .
Direct hits were obtained on two shops of one
factory and fires were caused which are under control;
ten persons were killed &nd thirty wounded and
production is temporarily suspended. Other

cagualties



casualties were caused at Bouthampton gas works

and & warshouse was set on fire in docks.

Elsewhere, some damage was done to =n iron

works in Yorkshire, Kerseyside was bowbed at

about esight pe.m. and severe fires which ware

8till burning at aix a.m, were ceused in docke

at Liverpool, Birkenhesd and among shipping.
Beveral R.A.F. stations were sttacked, but no import-
ant demage is reported.

Night of September 26th/September E7th,
activity was wide spread over the whole of
England south of lines from Liverpool to Humber
and continued most of the night, but the enemy
effort seems to have been directed less towards
London then recently. No important damage is
raported, although some factories in various
parts of the country were hit. In the London
area bomblng wes evenly spread and two major
fires were caused both of which are under control,
Thers was the usual demsge to house property and

at one hospital many casualties are reported.

4, Bummary of Alr Casuslties,
Enemy Destroyed Probable Dumaged
By our fighters

Bombersa 17 B 8
Pighters 16 B 3
By enti aircraft fire 1 1 2
Totals 33 11 13

British/



British 10 aircraft (7 pilots safe)
1 medium bomber misaing.
S  Shipping Cesuslties,

By U-Borta, 2 British ships totaling
9,600 tons wers torpedoed 1n_autwarﬂ convoy
in northwest sppromches morning of September
26th, one is wholly disabled and the other is
on fire.

New Zealand ship Port Denison (8,043 tons )
London to jfuckland in outward convoy attacked
by aireraft evening of September 25th is on fire
end abindoned. About 40 survivora ineluding
the commodore of the convoy are in & neval trawler.
B Middle Zast Lyble, On September 25th
27 medium bombers attecked Tobruk and started a
large fire in the docks and scopad direct hits
on buildings end mecheniecal transport.

Suden  On the 26th our heavy and medium
bombere attacked various aerodromes, at one of
which fires were started and damage probably eaused
to 3 grounded sireraft.

Palestine Haifa was attacked by 10 Italisn
bombers on the 26th. About 100 bombs were dropped
without causing demage or cesualties to navel
personnel,

Italian East Africa.

During R.A.¥. sttack on September 83rd
8 large munitions dump was hit nesr Asmara and

continued burning for 1% hours, Periodic explosions
rendered,/
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rendered it impossible for the personnel to
approach and deal with the fire until 1t had
burnt itself out.

7. MNaval. Pive ex Americun destroyers
have arrived in the United ¥ingdom.

Most recent reports estimate French naval
losses at Dakar ae follows; Submarines 2 sunk
&nd 3 severely demsged; Destroyer of Fantasque
class and one destroyer burnt out and beached;
Richelieu hit by two 15 inch shells and
damaged by two near misses from mlr bombs and

one possible hit on Gloire classs cruiser,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

20th September 1940.
— _—-—'_'-'_"_'_-_-_

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein & copy
of the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It is dated
September E29th.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

Lt

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.



Telegram from London dated September 29th, 1940.

s B2 Fﬂ.\rgt
During Septenber 27th twenty shells

were fired at Dover; one naval and one military
officer were seriously wounded.

September £Znd His liajesty's Submarine
Osiris sank Itallan destroyer north-east of
Brindisi.

September 26th His Majesty's Canadien
arped merchant cruiser "Prince Robert" captured
German gteamer of 9,000 tons off Pacifie coast
of Mexico.

Two alrcraft, probably French, flew
over Freetown on the evening of September 27th
btut dropped no bombs; a fleet reconnaissance
aireraft was attacked by two machines 200 miles
north-west of Honakri,

: 2.  Royal Air Force.

' During the night of September 26th/27th

Kiel docks were attacked but no definite results

P

could be observed, ensmy convey was not located,
48 gireraft successfully attacked shipping in
the Channel ports and Ems agueducts wers
attacked by three aireraft, but owing to clouds
results ware unobserved. Some minelaying was
Joarried

e



carried out.

During the night of September 27th/28th
95 aireraft were despatched against the following
objectives:

Shipping in the Channel ports (80 heavy
and medium bombers);

Torpedo workshops in northern Hollaend;

Ruilway tergets in north-west Germany.

In addition & aircraft were gsnt on a
minelaying tesk.

All our aireraft, except one Wellington

bomber, have returnsd.

B German Alr Force.
Stendard Motor Works at Coveniry bombed

on September 26th; three lerge workshops were
demaged but eircraft produciion will not be
affected and other production not seriously
delayed. Southampton Gas Works hope to obtaln
50 per cent. of normal output by Yenday. At the
Supermarine Aviation Works there was widespread
damage to gheds but demage to plant, gireraft and
stores did not exceed 33 per cent. and restricted
production is contimuing.

Hight of September 26th/27th amall
fires were caused in London dosks; minor inter-
ruptions of rall and road ,gervices Iin London
puburben area wore caused and some unexploded
mines were reported. One major and six serious
fipes were started; otherwise no luportant

/danage




damage hes been reported.

During the daylight of September 27th
the enemy wes excepticnelly active mnd sbout
B850 aireraft were operating over the country
during the day. About 9,00 a.m. some 180
aircraft spread over Kent of which 60 dropped
bombs in the London area. A number of our
Tighter sguadrons intercepted. Between 11
and 12 noon two relds of about 40 and E00
reaspectively crossed the coast; the former
went in the direction of Bristol and the latter
towards London btut none entered the inner
artillery zone and at sbout 1 o'clock the ensmy
withdrew. Later in the day about 100 enemy
aircraft crossed the coast and about 25 flew
over London and dropped bombe in south and
south-western districts. The second wave of
50 enamy aircraft was turned back.

All of these raids wera intercepted
and attacked by our fighters and enemy
cagualties were heavy. Results for the
number of aircraft engaged were most ineffectual;
an attack on the Bristol Alrcraft factory mis-
carried and only a faw bombs were dropped on
the aerodrome. Other Royal Alr Force
stations attacked sustained no important
damage. Apart from 18 pecple killed and 80

injursd and demage to property at Maidstone
/results




results from the enany point of view were poor.

Sunmary of Air Cegualties:
Destroyed Probable Damaged

Lnely:
By our fighters:
Bombers 40 1g 2l
Fighters 81 Bl Sl
By anti-ailrcraft fire:
Type unknown 2 2 nil
Totals 133 36 b2
British:

27 aireraft, but 9 pilots are safe.

2 bombers missing, one from yesterday.

Night of 27th/28th, the enemy attack
was again chiefly directed against London and
continued throughout the night almost without
interruption. Bombing was less intense than
usual, the demege less severe and there were no
mejor fires. There were scattered ralds
throughout the night in the Bristol, Liverpocl,
Birmmingham and Hottingham aress and four raids

over Edinburgh where little damage was caused.

4.  Shipping Casuslties.

By U-boat on Beptember 27th a Horweglon
ship of 1,300 tons was sunk off northern Ireland,

The "Port Denison", reported on fire
yesterday, has now sunk.

A Dutech ship of 6,000 tons sank on
asccount of an explosion on Septenmber 15th in the

west Atlantic.

JA
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A convoy of 28 ships arrived safely
in Canada end another convoy of 27 ships
reached home ports from the west Atlantic.
The latter included 5 tenkers and 2 ships

carrying sircraft.

B Eiddle East.
Libys. Two groups of 100 N/T

and 6 tanks and 40 I/T respectively reported
moving from the north on Glarabub Zeptember
a5th; otherwise all areas guiet.

8ix Blenheims destroyed three air-
eraft and probably danaged a fourth on Sollum
landing-ground on Septeusber 26th.

Palestine, Ten enemy bombers
attacked Haife on September 25th. o hits
on the oil tanks, slight damage to transformer
and power statlion; no casuelties.

Malta. On Septexber Z7th sbout
20 enemy aireraft bombed the British /sig/
gerodrome where sone damage was done to
hangers and buildings and to two aircralt,
Two of the enemy aircraft were shot down.
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