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WY _sworeeAND PERSONAL British Embassy,
b Washington, D. C.,

December Oth, 1940

Dear Mr. Secretary:

1 enclose herein a letter for the President
forwarding a secret ana personal letter for him
from the Prime Minister. A copy of Mr. Churchlll's
letter is enclosed herein for your personal informa-
tion.

I should be very grateful if the letter could
be sent on to the President at the earliest poesible
moment. I hope 1t may be possible to send it by
sea plane, because the Prime Minister 1s most anxious
that the President should have time to read it care-
fully while on his cruise and before he gets back to
the bustle of Washington.

I should also be greatly oblized 1f the enclosed
letter from myself to Mr. Henry Hopkins could be sent
at the same tima.

Bellieve me,
Dear Mr. Secretary,
Yours very sincerely,
(Signed) L. Lothian
The Honourable \
Cordell Hull,

Secretary of 3tate of the United States,
Washington, D. C.
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December 7th 19,0

M dou' Mr. President,

41' A8 we reach the end Of this year I feel tnat

~$ Jou will expect me to lay before you the
" for 1941,

prospects
I do so strongly and confidently because

it seems to me that the vast majority or
¢itizens

American
have recorded their conviction that the

safety of the United States as well as the future
of our two democracies ang
for which

the kind or civilisation

they stand are bound up with the survival

end independence of the British Commonwealth of

Nations. Only thus can those bastions of Sea-power,

upon which the control or the Atlantic anag
Oceans depends,

the Indian
be preserved in faithful and friendly
binds. The control Of the Pacific by

the United
.. Btates Navy and of the Atlantic by the British
b g

-

|1&V}' .
is indispensable to the security ot the trade routes
';_ ® both our countries and the Surest means to prevent-

ll' the war from reaching the shores of the United

v._
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- & There is another aspect. It takes between
friiri! and four years to convert the industries of a
; modern state to war purposes. Saturation point is
ilrilnhld ®hen the meximum industrial effort that can be
- spared from civilian needs has been applied to war
Production. Germany certainly reached this point by
' the end of 1939. We in the British Empire are now
only about half-way through the second year. The United
States, I should Suppose, was by no means so far
advanced as we. loreover, I understand that immense
programmes of naval, military and air defence are
‘now on foot in the United States, to complete wnich

certainly two years are needed. It 1s our British

duty in the common interest as also for our own survival

} to hold the front and grapple with Nazi power until

: the' preparations of the United States are complete.

¢ ¥ictory may come before the two years are out; but

.9 have no right to count upon it to the extent of
rillxlng any effort that is humanly possible. Therefore

. luhnit with very great respect for your good and

Mily consideration that there is a solid identity

lltlrunt between the British Empire and the United

‘?

.:
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while those conditions last, It 1s upon this

that I venture to address you.

The form which this war has taken and seems
" R i

A

: o8 of Qermany in any theatre where their main
. can be brought to bear.

to hold does not enable us to match the immense

We can however by the
MBe of sea power and air power meet the German armies

3 the regions where only comparatively small forces

be brought into action. We must do our best to

snt German domination of Europe spreading into
£ Africa and into Southern Asia. We have also to maintain

g I8 constant readiness in this Island armies strong enough
250 make the problem of an overseas invasion insoluble.
fPer these purposes we are forming as fast as possible,

you are already aware , between fifty and sixty divisions
d 1f the United States was our ally instead of our

=
.

s#riend and indispensable partner we should not ask

P & large American expeditionary army.

Shipping,
" meRn, 1s the limiting factor ana the power to

psport munitions and supplies claims priority °
I * movement by sea of large numbers of soldiers.
;':f.'.

' x first half of 1940 was a period of

90 BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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Aster for the Allies and for the Empire. The last
R¥® Moaths have witnessed a strong and perhaps

¥
o, i Ty

expected recovery by Great Britain; fighting alone
" 'ﬁth invaluable aid in munitions and 1n destroyers

rits

pulded at our disposal by the great Republic of which
'r'
‘&re for the third time chosen Chief.

' The danger of Great Britain being destroyed
__-I. swift overwhelming blow has for the time being

“‘" greatly receded. In its place there is a
fldo0g, gradually maturing danger, less sudden and
spectacular but equally deadly, This mortal

k #anger 1s the steady and increasing diminution of

y tonnage. We can endure the shattering of our

_ ings and the slaughter of our civilian population
i% indiscriminate air attacks and we hope to parry

‘ I' increasingly as our science develops and to

¥ them upon military objectives in Germany as

' ' Alr Force more nearly approaches the strength of
e enemy. The decision for 1941 lies upon the seas;
ki We can establish our ability to feed this Island,

L

il
! ; mamitions of all kinds which we need, unless

el
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M%i ‘move our armies to the various theatres where
13 ".I.M his confederate Mussolini must be met,

S magntain them there and do all this with the
nee of being able to carry it on till the

it of the continental dictators 1s broken, we
Pﬁll by the way and the time needed by the United
to complete her defensive preparations may not

| forthcoming. It is therefore in shipping and in

) power to transport across the oceans, particularly

Atlantic Ocean, that in 1941 the crunch of the

o war will be found. If on the other hand we
able to move the necessary tonnage to and fro

s the salt water indefinitely, it may well be

the application of superior air power to the
_ 1 homeland and the rising anger of the German
‘ather Nazi-gripped populations will bring the
‘ of civilization to a merciful and glorious end.

o not let us underrate the task.

g Our shipping losses, the figure for which
PP months are appended, have been on a scale
ﬂ 'omhl- to that of the worst years of the

‘ . In the 5 weeks ending November >rd the
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P8 Toached a total of 420,300 tons. Our estimation
FShe annual tonnage which ought to be imported in

L

. to maintain our war effort at full strength

. 33,000,000 tons; the tonnage entering in September
only at the rate of 37,000,000 tons and in October
R 38,000,000 tons. Were the diminution to continue
' .thii rate it would be fatal, unless indeed

pensely greater replenishment than anything at

sent in sight could be achieved in time. Although

jp are doing all we can to meet this situation by new

A

5

i--odn, the difficulty of limiting the losses is
ously mich greater than in the last war. We

y ck the assistance of the French Navy, the Italian

| and the Japanese Navy, and above all the United

v tes Navy, which was of such vital help to us

ring the culminating years. The enemy commands the
® all around the northern and western coast of

3¢, He 18 increasingly basing his submarines,
ging boats and combat planes on these ports and on

- islands off the French coast. We lack the use of
or territory in Eire in which to organise our

patrols by air and sea. In fact, we have now




=T=

only one effective passage of entry to the British
Isles namely, the northern approach, against which

the enemy is increasingly concentrating, reaching

over farther out by U-boat action and long distance
bombing. In addition, there have for some months

been merchant ship raiders both in the Atlantic and 1in
the Indian Oceans. And now we have powerful warship
ralders to contend with as well. We need ships both
to hunt down and to escort. Large as are our resources
and preparations we do not possess enough.

Te The next six or seven months bring the
relative battleship strength in home waters to a
smaller margin than is satisfactory. The "Bismark"
and the "Tirpitz" will certainly be in service in
January. We have already the "King George V"

and hope to have the "Prince of Wales" at the

same time. These modern ships are of course far
better armoured, especially against air attack,

than vessels like the "Rodney" and "Nelson" designed
twventy years ago. We have recently had to use the
"Rodney” on trans-Atlantic escort and at any time

shen mumbers are so small, a mine or a torpedo may
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alter decisively the strength of the line of battle.
We get relief in June when the "Duke of York" will
bé ready and will be still better off at the end of
1941 when the "Anson" also will have joined. But
these two first class, modern, thirty-five thousand

ton, fifteen inch gun German battleships force us

to maintain a concentration never previously necessary
in this war.

8. We hope that the two Italian "Littories"

will be out of action for a while and anyway they

are not so aangerous as if they were mannea by the
Germans. Perhaps they might be! We are indebted

to you for your help about the "Richelieu” and the
"Jean Bart" and I daresay that will be all right.

But, Mr. President, as no one will see more clearly
than you, we have during these months to consider

for the first time in this war, a fleet action in
which the enemy will have two ships at least as good

as our two best and only two modern ones. It will

be impossible to reduce our strength in the Mediterranean
bocause of the attitude of Turkey and indeed the whole
pesition in the Eastern basin depends upon our having
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@ strong fleet there. The older un-modernized

- bettleships will have to go for convoy. Thus even
in the battleship class we are at full extension.
9. There 1s a second field of danger: the

Vichy Government maey either by joining Hitler's new
order in Europe or through some manoeuvre such as
forcing us to attack an expedition despatched by sea
against free French Colonies, find an excuse for

ranging with the Axis Powers the very considerable
undamaged naval forces still under its control. If

the French Navy were to join the Axis, the control

of West Africa would pass immediately into their

hands with the gravest consequences to ocur communication
between the northern and southern Atlantic, and also
affect Dakar and of course thereafter South America.

10, A third sphere of danger is in the Far East.
Here it seems clear that the Japanese are thrusting
Southward through Indo China to Saigon and other naval
and air bases, thus bringing them within a comparatively
short distance of Singapore and the Dutch East Indies.
It 18 reparted that the Japanese are preparing five
good divieions for possible use as an overseas expedi-

tiemary force. We have to-day no forces in the Far East

iy
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capable of dealing with this situation should it

develop.

11, In the face of these dangers, we must

try to use the year 1941 to build up such a supply of
weapons, particularly aircraft, both by 1increased

output at home in spite of bombardment, and through ocean-

born supplies, as will lay the foundation of victory.

In view of the difficulty and magnitude of this task, as
outlined by all the facts I have1sat forth to which many
others could be added, I feel entitled, nay bound, to
lay before you the various ways in which the United
States could give supreme and decisive help to what 1is,
in certain aspects, the common cause.

12+ The prime need i1s to check or 1limit the loss
of tonnage on the Atlantic approaches to our Islanas.
This may be achieved both by increasing the naval forces
which cope with attacks, and by adding to the number of
merchant ships on which we depend, For the first purpose
there would seem to be the following alternatives:

(1) the reassertion by the United States of the doctrine
of the freedom of the seas from illegal and barbarous
warfare in accordance with the decisions reached after
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the late Great War, and as freely accepted and defined
by Germany in 1935. From this, the United States ships
should be free to trade with countries against which
there is not an effective legal blockade.

(2) 1t would, I suggest, follow that protection

should be given to this lawful trading by United States
forces 1.e. escorting battleships, crulsers, destroyers
and air flotillas. Protection would be immediately
more effective 1f you were able to obtain bases in

Eire for the duration of the war. I think it is
improbable that such protection would provoke a
declaration of war by Germany upon the United States
though probably sea incidents of a dangerous character
would from time to time occur. Hitler has shown himself
inclined to avoid the Kaiser's mistake. He does not
wish to be drawn into war with the United States until
he has gravely undermined the power of Great Britain.
His maxim i8 "one at a tim". The policy I have -
ventured to outline, q¢r something like it, would
constitute a decisive act of constructive non-belligerency
by the ﬁnitud States, and more than any other measure
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would make it certain that British resistance could

be effectively prolonged for the desired period and

victory gained.
(3) Failing the above, the gift, loan or supply

Of a large number of American vessels of war, above

all destroyers already in the Atlantic, is indis-

pensable to the maintenance of the Atlantic route,

Further, could not United States naval forces extend

thelr sea control over the American side of the Atlantic,

80 as to prevent molestation by enemy vessels of the

approaches to the new line of naval and air bases which

the United States 1is establishing in British islands in
the Western Humisphere. The strength of the United States

naval forces is such that the assistance int he Atlantic

that they could afford us, as desribed above, would not

Jeopardize control over the Pacific.

(4) We should also then need the good offices of the
United States and the whole Influence of its Govermment

continually exerted, to procure for Great Britain the

necessary facilities upon the southern and western

shores of Eire for our flotillas, and still more
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important, for our aircraft, working westward into
the Atlantic. If 1t were proclaimed an American
interest that the resistance of Great Britain should
be prolonged and the Atlantic route kept open for
the 1mportant armaments now being prepared for Great
Britain in North America, the Irish in the United

States might be willing to point out to the Government
of Eire the dangers which 1its present policy is creating
for the United States itself.

His lajesty's Government would of course
take the most effective steps beforshand to protect
Ireland if Irish action exposed it to a German attack.
It 18 not possible for us to compel the people of
Northern Ireland against their will to leave the
United Kingdom and Join Southern Irelend. But I do
-nut doubt that 1f the Government of Eire would show
its solidarity with the democracies of the English
speaking world at this crisis a Council of Defence of
all Ireland could be set up out of which the unity of
the island would probably in some form or other emerge
arter the war.
13. The obJect of the foregoing measures is to
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reduce to manageable proportions the present destructive
losses at sea. In addition it 18 indispensable that
the merchant tonnage available for supplying Great Britain
and for the waging of the war by Great Britain with all
vigour, should be substantially increased beyond the one
and a quarter million tons per annum which i1s the utmost
We can now build. The convoy system, the detours, the
slg-zags, the great distances from which we now have to
bring our imports, and the congestion of our western
barbours, have reduced by about one third the value of
our existing tonnage. To ensure final victory, not
less than three million tons of additional merchant
shipbuilding capacity will be required. Only the
United States can supply this need. Looking to the
future it would seem that production on a scale com=
parable with that of the Hog Island scheme of the last
war ought to be faced for 1942. 1In the meanwhile, we
ask that in 1941 the United States should make available
to us every ton of merchant shipping, surplus to its
own requirements, which it possesses or controls and
should find same means of putting into our "hands"

& large proportion of the merchant shipping now under
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construction for the National Maritime Board.
1, Moreover we look to the industrial energy
0f the Republic for a reinforcement of our domestic
capacity to manufacture combat aircraft. Without
that reinforcement reaching us in a substantial
measure, we shall not achieve the massive preponderance
in the air on which we must rely to loosen and disintegrate
the German grip on Europe. The development of the
Alr Forces of the Empire provides for a total of nearly
7000 combat aircraft in the fighting sqQuadrons by the
spring of 1942, backed by about an equal number in the
training units., But it i1s abundantly clear that this
programme will not suffice to give us the welghty

superiority which will force open the doors of victory.
In order to achieve such superiority it 1is plain that
we shall need the greatest production of aircraft which
United States of America are capable of sending us.

It 18 our anxious hope that in the teeth of continmuing
bombardment we shall realize the greater part of
production which we ha'va planned in this country.

But not évan with the addition to our squadrons of

all the aircraft which under present arrangements,




-16-

we may dnri_ﬂ from the planned output in the United
Btates can we hope to achieve the necessary ascendancy,
May I invite you then, Mr. President, to give earnest
consideration to an immediate order on joint account
for a further 2,000 combat aircrarft a month? 0Of

these aircraft I would submit that the highest possible
proportion should be heavy bombers, the weapon on which
above all others we depend to shatter the foundations
of German military power. I am aware of the formidable
task that this would inrpose upon the industrial
organization of the United States. 1et, in our

heavy need, we call with confidence to the most
resourceful and ingenious technicians in the world,

We ask for an unexampled effort believing that it

can be made.

15. You have also received information about

the needs of our armies. In the munitions sphere,

in epite of enemy bombing, we are making steady
progress. Without your continued assistarce in

the supply of machine tools and in the further release
from s tock of certain articles we could not hope to

equip as many as 50 divisions in 1941. I am grateful
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for the arrangements already practically completed

for your air in the equipment of the army which we
have already planned and for the provision of American-
type weapons for an additional 10 divisions in time

for the campaign of 1942. But when the tide of
dictatorship begins to recede, many countries, trying
to regain their freedom, may be asking for arms, and
there 18 no source to which they can look except to

the factories of the United States. I must therefore
also urge the importance of expanding to the utmost
American productive capacity for small arms, artillery
and tanks.

16, I am arrangingto present you with a complete
programme of munitions of all kinds which we seek to
obtain from you, the greater part of which is of course
already agreed. An inportant economy of time and
effort will be produced if the types selected for the
United States Services should,whenever possible, conform
to those which have proved their merit under actual
cnnﬂitions of war., In this way reserves of guns and

amminition and of aeroplanes. become inter-changeable

and are by that very fact augmented. This is however
& sphere so highly technical that I do not enlarge upon it.
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17. Last of all I come to the question of
finance. The more rapld and abundant the flow

of munitions and ships which you are avle tu send

us, the sooner will our doller credits be exhausted.
They are already as you know very heavily drawn

upon by payments we have made to date, Indeed

a8 you know orders already pPlaced or under negotiation,
including expenditure settled or pencing for creating
munitions factories in the United States, many times
exceed the total exchange resources remainineg at the
disposal of Great Eritain. The moment approaches
when we shall no longer be able to pay cash for
shipping and other supplies. ihile we will do our
utmost and shrink from no proper sacrifice to make ,
payments across the exchange, I believe tnat you

Will agree that 1t would be wrong 1in principle and
mutually disadvantageous in effect 1f, at the helrht
of this struggle, Great Britain were to be devested
of all saleubie assets so that after victory was won

With our blood, civilisation saved and time pained

for the United States to be fully armed azainst all.
eventualities, we should stand stripped to the bone.




Such a course would not be in the moral or economic
interests of either of our countries, We here
would be unable after the War to purchase the large
balance of imports from the United States over and
above the volume of our exports which 13 agreeable

r €O your tarifrs and domestic economy, Not only

"~ #hould we 1in Great dritain suffer cruel Privations
ut widespread unemployment in the United States
i.uld follow the curtailment of American exporting
power,
18. Moreover I do not believe the Government
and people of the United States would find 1t 1n
accordance with the principles which guide them, to
confine the help which they have so generously
promised only to such munitions of war and commodities
as could be immediately paid for, You may be assured
that we shall prove ourselves ready to. suffer and
sacrifice to the utmost for the Cause, and that we
glory in being its champion. The rest we leave
with confidence to you and to your people, being
sure that ways and means will be found which future
generations on both sides of the Atlantic will approve
and admire.

e —————————e
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19. If, as I believe, you are convinced,

Mr. President, that the defeat of the Nazi and
Fascist tyranny is a matter of high consequence

te thé people of the United States and to the
Western Hemisphere, you will regard this letter not
@8 an appeal for aid, but as a statement of the
sdaimm action necessary to the achievement of our
eemmnon purpose.

I remain,

Yours very sincerely,

Winston S. Churchill,

The Maclomal Archives
FRANMLIN D. ROOSEVELT
. LIBRARY
Hyde Park, N. Y.
Three Centimeters
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LONDON

SAVOY HOTEL

20th meh'rl. 1740

Dearest Franklin, T am much di=tressed ns T got & latter

from vou yeaterday - and have lost it. The hedroom pext

to mine was smashed, and 2 people killed and 10 injured, so

the danager of the Hotel rmshed into my room vestarday and

said that I, and oy meid must go down at onca to the deen

shelter here which no bomb can resch. It 18 on brizht nirhts
that the Germans come over and ruln all our lovely London

aouses (Tt was 2 nights before yesterday that two naonle

here were killed) I flung several interssating letters into the
wester-paper basket, snd ran down to the shelter. Yours must
have been among them. I am terribly sorry abont thls, as, of
coursa, this morning, my waste-paper basket has been taken away by
the very careful housemsid here. Do write to me sgein hers.

I shall live here now I supposa +11 I am killed by & bomb, You
cannot see & sadcer sight than London, unhappier faceai T

only, only theres had been no neutrality, and everr country from
the 1lst day of the war hed said, -"We must depend unon England
and France, we intend to fight this horrible war, and stand np
afeinst what i3 cruel, wicked, and aguinst God" - then there wonld
been no war. How we are fignting alone, with vou, and sll our
Colonies, etc. If you had been beaten, we should have lost the
war. Our mﬁ'aﬂngaf are great, and I cry in bed to think that sueh
vile men as the Dictators should be po miccessful, T den't cere

& d-n about cleverness - T've livad with 1t all my 14fe - [ only




care for Uoodness, &nd Courage, That we shall win, T've no doubt,
mt at what a costl To sleep in a shelter evervy night, where T
can't read, or Smoke, or do sny thing (not even sleep) is a great
trial. Bnt othg;q are suffering more than I am., T beg you to
gend Ray Atherton as your new Ambassador here,

No one nas ever had such a fine influence over my Countrv, or has
been so much loved, and respected. The others have been mere
Robots and quite wnknow to the common British peonle.

All my affection, and admiration

Yours,

(Signed) MARGOT QYTORD
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LONDON, Degember 20, 1840.
No. 0458

PUBJECT; Bosb Damage in English Citles.

The Momorable

The Beeretery of State,

Washingten.

siry

1 have the homer to refer to the Esbassy's despateh

11/ Ne. 6380 of Desesber ¢, 1940, snd to encloss soples of
further reports received from the comsular officers im
sharge



-
eharge at Bimingham, fouthampton, Liverpool amd “heffield
regerding comditions in these eitles after recent bombing
attacks.
Respectfully yours,

V. Johnson
d'Affalres ad interim

Enelosures:

1. Letter from the Americen Consulate at
Birmingham, dated Decesber 5, 1940,

2. Letter from the American Consulate
fouthampton, dated December &, llin.

3. Letter from the Ameriosn Consulate at
Southampton, dated December &, 1940,

é. Latter from the l-ﬂ.ulnmhlt
Liverpool, dated Catember 9,

&, Letter from the American Conmulate at
Southampton, dated Desesber 13, 1940,

6. Memorandum containing tels phenis
from the American Consulate at hm;l.,
dated December 13, 1940,

T+ Memorandum l'.ﬁll.u bomb at
Fheffield, da December 1€, 1640,

(411 enelosures im juintuplieste)

wer/se



-
e
- -;?‘-

P
B A

\ n Hodus®r <Y Uly, 1840
AMERTOAN CONETLATE
BMralnghas, Tecember 5, 1940.
SesrTomOInET —
Walter H. Nek Faquire
- “m. . "
Londen, We 1.

[=ar My, Nefinney:

Britaln's war «ffort 15 bel smah hampered as &
result of bredicdosns and disloocations in the tressport
and sommunlestlions serviges lm the Plirmmingham area.

While 1t ls true bhab, gensrally spesking, perti-
gular but szall dirfleuliles be quickly remedled,
these so [reguently arise that Lhelr over-all affaet 1s
{::h.'nlr wore untoward them is the over-sll effect of

Lewar btuk more serlous difficulties that take, 1if
often seems, an inordlnate length of time te overcoms.

The expleosion of a ssall bLesd on or near a maln
rellway line leading into this thickly settled and
highly industrislized zone causes damege which esn be
rapalred in a few hours, but befers the olapsa of that
muck tlme, the schedules of many thousands of werk
anté businees pouople hove been upset and eomseguent dle-
loeations nnd sonfusion cocasioned in many hundreds of
enterprises direetly or indirectly hﬂiug the country
in ite war effort. 'n sxample -I asslst to & better
understanding of the mamner in whieh relatively ineigmirfri-
esnt dnmage cam disrupt a great olity's plans for the day.

A small high explosive bomb fell et the adge
ef tha rails bDetwesn 71 and Warwlck. Tha trask

people who dally travel over # line to the latter place
from outlying residentisl distriots and safe areas arrived
at thelr scoustomed destinations from one to four hours
late. The trouble was not all attributable direetly to the
bomb raferrsd to. "ponm reaching Pirmingham, travelers
fownd thet mid-woming trems buses eoculd not evem
begla suncessfully to -m with the situation. Henoe, a

vast
-t-:‘m:;-mh.mmumtnm-ul
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Thie artery is used by all sorts of motor vehicles leavisg
the eity eenter to polnts south. Put it has been blosked
aver cinee the boab in 1%, mm:n—
quently sees & fow wo warsing thelir before a
brasler slose bo the areter, Less frequently, he sees some
of them doing this or that towards repalring the damage.
In IHL t, pussled Arivers stlll do & conparati
i::‘ tour {- got around the bloocked pasesze and stilll

r why a small body of 1dle socldlers 1s not put te
work with ploks and shovels snd mede quiekly to remedy a
eitustion which is oecsrioning mueck csustic eriticlsm smd
the waste of much valusble time snd precious petrol.

Added to ths Selay snd ocnfueien brought about by
transport breskdowne and dislocsticns are delay and com=
furlon brought sbeut by breskdowns end dlslecaticne im
the fleld of communicatiocns.

For some wouks 1t huo been naxt to imporeible for
sny urdlnir{.dn;r telephone eall te os put through from
Elrain, has Londen &8 the limes bave been reserved for
what 1e tersed "pricrlties®. Just what ecnetituter &
prlority few private perrons sesm to kmow. Furineere
people, or at leosst some of thes, are able finally te
et through, provided !—h‘{ ean convines telephons super=
visors thet delsy will held u{ work of natioconl importanss.
Hut even in such cames, a meit of fpom ome to three hours
in common.

Yeatorday, a private subseriber at Firmingham lesarned
that he eould Alal TIL (telegrems) and let the system fune-
tion for as many ss three hours without obtalning a reply
from the message btokin, sectlon.

A 11tsle hetter suceess attends dlslin: TOL (tolls)
durlng both business and the early eveniny hours, but
eslls even in the TOL sategory are often sither &
or put through only a”ter an exasperatingly long wais.

Losal oalls on the dial system during the day may
or aay not go lmimmuﬂn nﬂn:n; alr-
gumstanesas, In the first place, soms letter sxchanges,
VIC (Vietoria), for example, are and have been operating
ﬁtﬂthﬂ{ for sevasnl daya., In the seocond plase, the
busy tome is much more frequeatly snccuntsred than ia
usual for the slaple ressen that so many ’“P: frultlessly
have thelr regeivers off apparatuses trylng g: through
to soms other subseriber, Im the third plase, dial

breaks down or does not fumotion well when an

I
!
|
:
&
!

The sowbined effect of

" nreshdems snd dislesstions s fol 4% a1l heurs

m-ml:rxm. Iﬂﬂtﬁ:ﬂumﬁ##
n::lutﬂﬂﬂu-u-ﬂlﬂ able quiekly
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to got in touch with somebody. Business s whem
thore concerned smast t ssldom work an
and whem they are kept at » somebody wsually arrives
Hl""h“l

£o fur, there 1: notbing permsnent of the
uw&.mﬂumumru s A
tel cable severed may be tomorrow.
;thndmuw s woek 1s replaced in some
Wiy or other the next. But Af this part of -

besome sars diffieult and mey even devalop into a problem
which canm be wet by rtatlon. ilready slootrisal
squipment is ta get of, owing &3 dange snd dip=
losailous in the fﬂdul.n; trader, I8 1o understood that
Moqussts for new telephones to {111 needs sreates by

are flled for refevenes la the comparstively 4lstant
future, It 1s also understood that 1f bures contime te
be destroyed st the eurreat rate, 1t »!1) not ba very long
before 1t will Looexs impossible rar munlolpalities satis=
faetorlly te cope with the problem ar stting workpaople
£0 &nd from even urban planks engaced in tasks of

utmost netlonal laportancs.

The gensrsl © 1s inelined to mske 1ight of im=
Sonvenlences which attemd snd persiet for soms davs nfter
heavy ralde. The hunireds of persons who dally etand
for lony periods at rursl and urban bus steps ars, on the
whole, _ood natured and patlemt. Put as admirable am 1o
thelr ermlilﬂ £c masept thelir situstionm with humor op
resi_natien, thelr amployers ure beopxing slarmed at the
reductive ﬂ'rnl; shleh svocesaive but tesporary transpers
follures hap on the produstive copacity of the plomts for
vhese cutput they are responsidle,

For some yeurs before the outbroak of war, 1t was nip
an® tuek batween the ply of and the demand for treanspert
ond communiostions faeilities im the Birminghsm srea of

and., No sconer wag & new roed bullt or & new esabtle
laié than thet rosd and that osdle became overtaxed with
troffie, The delly movement of scame two mi11fons of
workpecple in & reletively minute amd deneely ated
ares erod problese the nolution of whieh red the
:rtl-utl mu-tmuh-ﬁumnu,

almost to the second. Feoh traveler ecaught mme in
u.mnmutmﬁnmmﬁ
of the services at the perf
they made to suffice.



sarved to aset reguireusnts in a falrly satiafas mMARDAT
but a8 soon 43 bDemblng com=enced, it Lecame a that
they wora, in thas very nature of things, partloularly valnersble.

Alrasady a tendenoy in tShe direetlon of locatiu. replass-
mant plant outside tha Firalnghe=s ares nas hesn noted,
i1t is resognizsd that gensrsl and sarly docontralizationm of
the area's Graasndomaly laportant war inluatrier im sntirely
out of the guestion. Accordingly, it would sessm to be certain
that 1f the Germans contlaue ragularly and indisariminately
ta bomb the ares, they will sus¢esd in preventing ite ocutput
froa *ining abave the low level %o whish 1t has alrsady bDesn
reduped by Bombing. m the other hand, however, the
canteslisation of the Industriss rsferred to will constitute
&N anorEous adveEntega If the Jermans ahould [or any reasan
shap voubing the arsa.

In conolusion, fust & few worde about ithe requperatiwe
pewers of the area's transport and sommunlcatlons serviees.

Thers are alresdy distinet sigms that these powers will
bagin rapldly to wane If Lhe neceaslty for sxerelaing them
an ther have been exercised durin. the last fes weelks
parsists for an extended peried. Fhortages of materials
snd eguipment are even now Delding wp repalr and replacements.
There ars fust 7 man avallaeble for cable and road con-
struotion work eand thelr pumber lr sxtiremely diffleults te

augment. That
[resdes the

:
:
:
i
;
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Vary truly yours,

JANEE T, WILEIKEOW
Amerloan Consul
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Very truly yours,

0. K. DONALD

Consul Oensral
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nde Brigzland

AMY :’.II:II COREULATE
'l'll"td- and.
SFSFOTT T OSHTTIENTIAY- Tocesber 5, 1040,

¥elter H, Xofinney, Fequire,
Amosrigan Conmal,
imerioan Consulete Oeneral,
London, W. l.

The report of the 'Ilgiﬂl.l Commine! onar regalved
on December 7 shows that during, the week
t day there was little snemy aireraft activity
no eericus damage was dons. Om
rsgamber 1~2 sleven small fires wore osused st "t.
tiglens, ol igh the glass works, but they
wares gqulekly + 0(n Decesber =3 three par-

lwar-ﬂr] reports of casusltier and damage cmused

in big raid of Novester 26-89. The latest ﬂfnﬂ

gr Cheshire, :::'ﬂm:l g‘rrlﬂl wm,l Eﬂ,
BE L ¥ injured

the atal mﬂium at the Barrowmore ill!

Tubereulosis Hospltal. Im umi the latest

i are, B04 dead, 62 serilousl s and B63
dm . The gas worke at Wavertree and the
rai track a hﬂtﬁlnul—m‘:ﬂmmm
Docks wore olosed until December 3 of unexploded
land mines. Many of the lsnd mines in Liver-
pocl were rendered ineifective. It may eald, how-
ever, from persounal cbaervat that mueh destrucklion
has been wrought in the resl ial distriets of Liver-
r&h in ome of the beet residentisl arear a square
loek of houses has beon demolished and all the houses
within & redius of five hundred were rendersd
useless, and at Childwsll, anothsr better-elsss ares,
over one thirty houses were rendered un-
inkabitable.



r at London. Bnglan

ANERTCAN CONEVLATE
Pouthempton, ¥n;land.
CLetenher 13, 1940,

The American Comsul Oemeral,
Londan,

Eirg

Mr Bald Heport. Weeks ending Tesembar 1
and Degmshar A, 1940.

The nighta on whieh heavy boabings were made on
“suthampten have besn raported in special raports and 1t
sesma upeless to review them, Conefdersbhle preogreass has
besn made in elesning up the sgreets of “guthampten and
11:ht and water snd sven gas have besn restorsd to a 1
number of districta. The consulate has still not beem &
to seoure statintion of carukltiss beliaved Lo be
reliable. figures jiven out by the munleipality wers
70 easuslties of whleh 116 wers fatal. This apvears te be
sntirely too samall consldering the large number of nouses
completely destroyed.

Telephone service has mct yet bean restorsd. The
consulate itsell is without e telephone or electrielity
although 1t now has heat and water.

As previously reported the emtire retail oho,tu.
district is wiped out, but some eof the s are attempting
to open in & emsll in other sections the town, Hew
they will get stocke for thelr new premises T do net ¥mow.
Feople have been alloweé to purchase ratfonsd goods in any
shop that 1z #%1ll cpen, mot belmg restrieted to those at
which they are fetered. There i1s still considersble
ronfuelon about new ratlion books eince the Food Office
war destroyed end all the new bocke were burnt. The
ayplications feor new books which, ms you kmow, were made
on the bueke of the current ratlon books, were alro bummt,
so that people have been instrueted to semd inm the fromte,

I have been informed by the mamayer of the Britlish
Ame:losn Tobacce Sempany thst his company lost millien
of tobagceo in the destrustion of warshouses N and N
the old docks durin. the blite of November 30/Decesber 1.

Very truly yours,

0., K. DONALD
Comsul Oeneral
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resldentisl ﬂmnhr::. instance, Fulwood H-gl“,
Crosstooll I‘"i-' .

He thinks that there must have been a considarable
oumber of eiviliem casuslties, although he has no in-
formation on the subject, or upom the amcunt of damage
done to the lndustrial part of Shelffleld.

Mr intends to prooeed with tho packing
and igeing oF Tamtbere.

Walten C. Ferris
hmerican Conpul.

Londen,
Lateule lﬂ-. 194C.



1 st Buse

MEMORANDUN QUOTING A PENSONAL MESSACK 'EOT IVED WY
CONEUL WALTON C, PERNIS PAOM AR INTINATE ¥ T5pr IN
SEEFPFINLY, THE BIFE OF THY NEAD OF A LA™IT ¥RRAL
Tawe gn&lm ror OF THO AIN RAILD ON

Leowmtaer lii

"o are 9hill hare, but mest of theffield 1s not.
me walted a long tlae fov gur Hlits Dus we heve serteialy
bad 18 with a vengeance. Froa T pem. untll §430 s.m. m
Thuraday night elihout a break, and agstn for 3} hours
last alght. Ths caater of Chelffleld wan denoliited om
trursdey. Cotets'd) e sargate ¥ ure st111 theve,
tet the mort part L& ome large rubbish Reap. Righ “treed Ll

(@) opa Cockayne's (4) wro veth

(&)

kor ocspletely jone, "aluh'e
demolisbed, alec Filtsilan fguere Rerrly two squure
slles i the esntes has joms. The uioker Arehes'®) heve
hed & direet hils. Our houss !¢ sll right, 'wt Normen's
worEs (7} save bosbs on tue sldes of them and wore tadly
demaped, end laet miikt lour tlme bosbe lunded all sround
them so we are nob [eelin, too heppy. Thay consentrated
on the tast ind %) last niht and Atterentrre (%) nes
baen wroaked and saversl of the Blg works. Sheffield is
in & state of ehagpa. It Lls supposed to Le worse tham
Coventry and Sirmin,bax put togetuer. The espusltiss have
been very bad amd Lberd are thouwsands of howeless and me
errangesents fer housin, thes. It 19 so appelling mess.
b, warkte Coureh (19) hes omly the spive left and Newbeld
tane, Clarkehouse 7eed and Testtourne Rosd 3°) naa lena
mines, snd so you Jan imagine what they are llke. Nother
wattlene () 54 w11 right but Bad large bonds 81l arewnd
ber. red Nelll's works (12) nave more tham helf geme,
The brutes have not missed amy part of Sheffield. I sm
working



Y

-2-

working all the daylight hours Srying to do what I can to
help, but it 12 » hepeless task, the sights I have seen
have made me [esl litarally 111,

- = o = o o

{1} TLarge Department Stere in center of Shelffield
opposite fhellleld Cathedral - subeldlury of
falfridsie'a, london.

{2) Bhort L-.*aniplﬁ fasilonseble shopping street running
beatween Towr Hall and Upthedral.

(3) OCentrul shoppin. street interseating Purgeate at right
enales, running from sitzAlen Hquare past the Cathedral
and fmerlecan Consulate (which other lniormution shows
mt:“ wreaoked) swnd about & mile west to resldentlal
aogtion,.

(4) Large Lgpurtment Etores at Last End of High Sgreet,.

{8) irlnulpﬂ open squars of Shefllield at east extremity
of Hish Street.

(€) ®aln line rellrosd brldge, East snd stesl works reglom.

(7) Jdets Chapmsn snd company, Ltd., a subsidiary of
Stanley Fule snd Company, Ke¢v Eritain, Connsoticut.

(8) The Rest End of Sheffield includes one of the most
highly industrial regione in Fnglend with Tnited Steel
Company, Ltd., hadrield's Ltd., Emglieh Steel Cowpany,
Ltd. and several other ef the iu‘."t steel works in
Englend, besides workers reslidential dlstriota.

(®@) Workers residential distriet in Esat Fnd.

(10} ®t, Mark's Chureh is o lend mark im the oclder fashionable
residential section on the western hilleide of Sheffiesld,
the streets mentioned belng prominent streets inter-
secting each other in this reglon,

(11) Mps. Maitland lives in another middle-class residential
seotion about & miles south of the 8t, Mark's Chureh
reglon.

(12) James Neill and Company, probably the most modern toel
works in Sheffi of "
-ﬂ d“m_'rup: machinist's



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

Decerber 20th, 1940

My dear MNr. President,

I write to offer to you and to

irs. Roosevelt my esincere and respectful

gratitude for your participation in the

funeral ceremony for Lord Lothian at Washington

Cathedral on Decenmber 15th, I would also

express to you and to Mrs. Roosevelt my very

deep appreciation of the beautiful wreath of

white chrysanthemums which you were so good as

to send, I am of course informing Lord Lothian's

sisters of the honour which you and Mrs. Roosevelt

paid to their brother's memory.

Believe me,

My dear Mr. President,

With the highest respect

Yours very sincerely,

The Honourable /ﬂfm"{. M‘L

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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