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January 4, 1941

Your Majesty:

I have designsted the Honorable Harry
L. Hopkins as my personal representetive on a
speciel mission to Great Britein. Mr. Hopkins
is a very good friend of mine in whom I repose
the utmost confidence.

I am asking him to convey to you and
to Her Majesty the Queen my cordial greetings and
my sincere hope that his mission may advance the
common ideals of our two nations.

Cordially your friend,

Frenklin D. Roosevelt

His Majesty
George VI of Great Britein
London.

I
L

™ ',mrl:a ‘;CML‘



January 4, 1941

My dear Mr. Hopkins:

Reposing speciel faith and confidence
in you, I am asking you to proceed at your early
convenience to Great Britain, there to aect as

my personal representative. I am also asking you

to convey a communication in this sense to His
Majesty King George VI.

You will, of course, communicate to this
Govermment any matters which may come to your
attention in the performance of your mission
which you may feel will serve the best intereste
of the United States.

With all best wishes for the success of
your mission, I am

Very sincerely yours,
Franklin D. Roosevelt

Enclosure:
Letter to His Majesty
King George VI.

The Honorable
Harry L. Hopkins,
Washington, D, C.
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LONDON, Jenuary 8, 1941.
Bo. 6538

TUBJECT: Besb Damage im English Cities.

EERIC o i T LA —

The Henorable

Ths Jecretary of State,

bsabington.

Sir

:mmmum«nmmuwtﬁ
Bo. 6516 of Jumuary 3, 1941, and to eneloss & copy of &
m“lﬂfmth_lltumw
mu-nmtnnmmmm-m. In
ay opiniam this repert morits partioular sttentienm.

Respeetfully yours,
'-m.
P g A T

'
lettear dated Desscber 27,1940
hﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂnm
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AMERICAN CONSULATE
Birmingham, Deceuber 27, 1940,

Walter N, Mokimney, Esquire
e 'uhnun: Oeneral
aan
London e

Deay lr, m‘.ll.fl

During the lnnm“tuluﬂhﬂnmnlug.
more or less dally n b and a point some
ﬂnﬂh;mthofk.l:ﬂu,- lstance
a tely thirtyrive o8, About 507 of the time
the travel is a lished entirely by ear, Hatwean
Loamington and 2 my ocar is usually rully

PecpLe il Feuehly iave sures ssbetier ” " The%e
(1) Mm.m-mmm:mh
bomba;
Ry S penteres e
P G e "L e mbserstenty
ti..u- houses,

Ilturug. these people have up in thelir
ninds the P8 they are underso snd also

ulut:ﬂit wish to talk about them, ¥hat 1 have
been by

people nullqronlhtlhn
spoken with as many as 155 of them, 1s just about what
other drivers whom I know have been told by similar pecple,

The of this .I.::ur is to put duum something
whish w mtu_nlm " general way alfect
that air ra are produsing smenz working in the
B szumu-ut t all of the

mhlht::.:hhnuphnbmmnqh

-
ullulert -:-f-n .—-g :'hu 'ﬁ:":.“ t
or an say tha
{d. n&:l b-ii.:; is
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Take the oase of one whish I pleked up,
There was the father of some years of age,
his wife, and thelr thres weeks' babe, They had
h-ﬂuut-—pmur, mmlfﬂmlil
ulnnnm from pillar to post seeking and
shelter, father was a working man and, though
hav osach day to worry about what would heppen to
hls wife and child, had larly to re for duty
in erder to held nis position. Mot be a skilled
i:::- his rate of pay was extremely low, in fact

than £3410,0, per week, On this wage, however,
he sould during normal times feed, shalter and clothe
his family and simultensously put by a few oe esch
:g. How, his whole sxistence is e pree one

it is extromely doubtful whether, unless the
State steps in, elther hls wife or ehild will survive,
This 1s an extreme ocase but there are many extreme
cnsen,

on agcount n:.:hn' ﬂ.un:é-l m::{ must n
depend upon kindness motorists, not ng able
regularly to pay ordinary transport oiu-nu.

Women with ghildren seen a the roads very
frequently follow the prastice of dally returning to
Coventry or s Bainly for two reasons, In
the first place, tm are t:-ﬂ l:“_;n -:h:nu

refuges . second
place, wish to htnh'lutl-lihmmtr
Mmqlq:umhhmtnq-n
for their husbands' comfort and to have thelr husbands
mﬂnmunmmtmm

One housewife told me that although her home had
been rendered uninhablitable as s residence, she daily
went there to cook the only regular meal whi
busband eould enjoy.

A ﬂ.-lmultarh.mmln
B

adopted by roed
transpert services, I‘lhtp-}: of gi first

preference to setual workers, ities
mm-‘unm.muncm-umu
question, 1t means that motusl an
passengers and their women folk and ehildren to
shiver on the
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The Germans naturally have as one objeet the
aanlhlilation of the productive upnu{ ritain's
war enterprises, Their attseks upon the eperatives
in this industry and the latter's families has
nnrﬂ:: “b uw“'“‘“-:um“r

m. o ".-l reg [+
German successen this rield fhas for the last
fow weeks turned the minds of loenl industdalists to
the thought not of reprisal but rather of a like
attack for like purpeses upon the working clasces
of 'm-

It is true that working-class le
in this area make a ve showing befors cumera
or %o the eye of the officlal visitor, However
when the eamers shutter has olosed and the officlal
aye has turned away, the ploturesque scene vanishes
and the smiling faces of those who flsured inm it
assume a grimness born almost of despalr., It is
not the oasual observer who mees what alr ralding
is dolng to Midland working-class people, [But the
man or women who dally hears from the very lips of
these le their simply told stories can dlsecern
not \ 4 widespread snd deep seated thalr traczedy
uhtmnnm:;-wwt tragedy is impeding

The individual Birmingham ores working man whose
family has been driven from his home may not be able
to see very far in any given dlreetlon. But he does
sees what has happened to his » to his ne ‘s
famlly, what has happened at hia t and in his
neighbors' plants, Ferhaps it would not be
significant what thepe vidual workmen say if
there were not sueh & uniformity about it, And what
ell u:-:umt:::mmuu-m

upon volume and time-
u'g--- individual workmen
ih- rate H‘ﬂ :’:-1'“'
y ope royed,
sae the erfeots of air ralding mot
upon themselves but also upon the ts in which

s
"1 1%
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Sta
be saved eoun ls the foundation upon
whi :’ hone -:u:g rests,



l / PSF . /‘%v..ur"; m""w L sty |
¢ .

Q 16th Jan. 1941
b | SAVOY HOTEL LONDOM

Deereat Franklyn:

Tt in almost imnossible for you - who live alasl -
80 far from England to realise what we feel for you. And not
only the British peorle, ot all right-thinking men & women.
You can't imegine what Garman bombera have done to London, %
to most of our great cities. MNor can von imagine the retience
of the poor, - & the marvelons morale which T see wherever T
go. Churches, Hospitala, & houses, in every other street lie
in ruins. This Hotel has been bombed several times - £ killad,
% % injured. Yet no one turns a heir.

You, % yvoun alone can save the World. Yom are not
likely to have vour head turned - nevertheless, vou should be a
nroud men today. The last time T sat with vou, wou were crippled
% look what vou have donael-

I don't want to bore vou by my advise. T am really
writing to tell yom a 1little about Lord Halifax (T sent vou a
cable shout him, a= I knew von would not mind). I have known
Edward Helifax for yvears & years. T can truly say that with the
exception of my maband, - T have never met & finer character,
T don't know how much your people appreciate "charactar®, ut

since you won your last General Election, I think they must,



His only fault is that he does not wvalue himself. Tt is not
xactly a "fault", - but it may be e draw-back, In anr case,

I trust that you will pet to know him - not as an Ambassador,

tut as a friend,

Yours avaer,

(Signed) MARGOT OYFORD

P.S. Tt wounld give me enormous pleasure if in the cour=e of
your conversations with Lord Halifax you would say, - "T hear
that you are a friend of Elizabeth Bibesco, % her mother, Ther

are great friends of mine".
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TELEGRAM
VIA RCA D 3zg ‘@Epa ﬁﬂhﬁn %mm
Mashington

CRICCIETH po January 24 1941

:%#k) Ps (= ’{;{; ftiicligbk —-/g?qff

LC The President
The White House

My family and I deeply touched that in the middle of ilmmense
responsibllities you should find time to send a kind message

of sympathy in our great sorrow

Lloyd George.
Samfd



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR

HON. JOHN G. WINANT

Dear G11:

If you have not seen this,
I think it will interest you.

F. D. R./tmdb
Znclosure

State Dept. dlespatech #470, eeventh

from Johnson, London dated Febn. 7, 1941
re attitude of British prees on ap-
pointment of Winant as Ambaseador to
Grest Britein - wermly welcomed.
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It is today clear that the number of weapons available for Great

Britain in 1941, while sufficient to emable her to resist, will not enable her
——

to conquer.

The number of weapons which CGreat Britain will have to carry on the
war during 1941 is dmown and though their production can be accelerated, it
cannot be greatly increased because it 1s the result of the capsecity of produc-
tion laid down in Fngland and the United States during 1939 and 1940. The ma jor
part of the planes that the United States will produce during the first half of
1941 1s the result of the productive capacity laid down in the spring of 1940.

For England to conquer Cermany in 1942 it is essentinl that she main-
tain her control of the sems, that she maintain her mercantile fleet strength,
that she establish her domination in the air, end that she obtain a striking
force for air, see end land.at home, and striking power through the air abroad.
Dominanee of the air is England's only protection agninst the ultimate
destruction of her essential industries by enemy bombing over & prolonged per—
iod of time.

Since PBritish production is already gesred to its maximum, she must
obtein from the United States the belsnce of the supplies that will enable her
te top the German strength in 1942. To achieve this, en immense effort is
necessary here. To result in effective supplies in 1942, this effort must be
decided, plenned end made now, and made on & scale that will permit supremscy
and vietory in 1942, Indeed, neither humen will nor genius can change during
1942 the process of producticn based on decisions taken now.

,;a:u‘ R A T



Such an effort will mean serious modifications of our conventional
buginese habits and assumptions. It means appropriate transfer of labor, in-
tensive working on a three shift system, utilisation of machine tocl capacity
vherever it can be found, and diversion of material supplies from civil use.
But such & program of action duly pursued will prevent the long period of agony
which would be involved in & prolonged diversion of eivil 1ife to military

production without such a supreme effort decided upon and undertaken now.

" i
The present scale of the present plans of production in the United

States do not meet these vital requirements. This is emphasized particularly
by the eirplane situation.

(1) Adr power today is messured and obtained by productive capacity,
not merely by the number of plsnes at & given moment. Productive capacity means
ability to turn out new models quickly, and a relatively smaller number of new
high performance, heavy striking power planes can ground for a time a force
superior in numbers btut inferior in essential gualities. Heseerch and axperi-
mentation are the beckbone of any elr program, for we need not only greater
capacity but greater capacity for building better planes.

(2) By whatever yardstick we measure our effort against Germany's,
we are vastly inferior now and are likely to remain so through 1942. Our
present actusl production, for both U. 8, and British needs is less than &
third of Germany's exclusive of recently occupied countries. [Even our future
maximum production now planned for the middle of 1942 (about 2800 monthly) is
leas than "Greater Germeny's" present full capacity (about3000/3500). By the
middle of 1942 Germany may well add the capacity of the conquered countries to



her own.

Measured by number of personmsl or numbers of first line combat
ships the comparison is even more unfavorable to us.

(3) In addition to the advantages of greater plant capacity, German
operatlonal conditions emable them to nchiove greater results with a much smal-
ler force than can be obtained by o British air offensive over [}amﬂnyf having
regard to the differences in distances, Germany bombs England from northern
France and Belgium.

(4) To equalize the great disparity between German and British air-
oraft ntauk.l to be caught up and to start towards building up & supremacy :I.n
numbers that will counteract the geographical operational obstacles, there is
no doubt that the United States must be able to produce by June, 1942, between
4000 and 5000 tectical planes per month, of which a much larger number than
now should be four-engined heavy bombers; the importance of the heavy bomber
for an effective air a:ffanuira over Germany cannot be over-emphesized,

(5) eince the bringing of new capacity inte full production takes
eighteen months, it is essential that these new plans should be decided upen
and put in hend forthwith. Only in this way can it be established thet we are

planning on & seczle adequate for victory.

111
While no genius or super-human effort can change in 1942 the course

of production that is now effectively planned, it takes neither geniua nor
super-human will to take the effective steps now to secure the fighting fruits

necegsary in 1942,
All thet is needed is that now, in the days immedistely ahead, the



program above summarized be authoritatively decided upon in concrete terms as
the objective to be accomplished by full exercise of &ll governmental powers.

The accomplishment of the above objective is, of course, dependent on
the grant of powers asked from Congress in the Loan-Lease Bill but the whole
defense administration must today proceed on the assumption that the powers
will be granted. In other words, all steps of planning and organization must
at once be begun and pursued so that the very day tne bill is signed the powers
granted by the bill will be capable of being translated into action.

Specific measures for translating the central policy here indicated into
aection will readily suggest themselves. But to give concreteness, the following
items emerge as pressing needs:

a) Double the existing air program of the Army - from ebout 50 groups
to about 100 groups. Even then the Air Corps, apparently, would still have
only about half the first line combat plane strength now reported as attained
by Germany.

b) Increase plant production capacity to around 4000 to 5000 monthly.

e) Take the ﬁ;aamry steps to bring this about. Without proper organi-
zation the job will hardly get done.

To postpone decisions on the indispensable 1942 program and to postpone
preparation for the necessary steps to cearry this program into effect is to throw
away toe one irreplaceable element - time. Such postponement would contradict
the whole aim of the program, namely, that it is to be accomplished in 1942.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 4, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE STATE DEPARTMENT

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Cable from George R.I., Windsor Castle,
3/2/41 to the President, in re arrival
of U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain,
Mr. Winant.
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BRITISH EMBABSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.



BUCKINGHAM PALACE

14th February, 1941,

/’?, dean Peoridest Rossevell

I was very glad to get your letter of January
4th, which was delivered to me by Mr. Hopkins, and had
intended to send this back by him, but he left at very
short notice and unfortunately I missed him. It was
& great pleasure both to The Queen and myself to renew
our acquaintance with Mr. Hopkins, and I heard on all
sides of the favoursble impression that he created and
of the helpful attitude that he adopted during his visit.
Some of his trips with my energetic Prime Minister were,
I understand, rather rough, especially the one at sea,
but I trust that you found him none the worse. I am
sure that his mission was extremely beneficial from every
point of view.

I was also very glad to have the chance of a talk
with Mr, Willkie just before his return. Psople over

here were much attracted by his friendly personality, and



I hope that his evidence before the Foreign Affairs
Comuwittce will have helped forward the passage of the
"Lease-and-Lend" Bill. Ve are expecting Colonel
Donovan too in the near future, and he should have &
great deal of interest to say about the Balkans, where
his talks would seem to have had an excellent effect,

It was indeed kind of you to have met Ly new
Ambassador, Lord Halifax, when he landed from H.M.S
KING GEORGE V at Annspolis - a gesture which I and my
countrymen have deeply appreciated. T feel sure that
the better you get to know him, the more you will like
him,

Mum

L2 =8
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 1llth, 1941

Mw

Would you be so kind as to
have the enclosed letter from Lord

Halifex delivered to the President?
'7 ! fﬁn&hwa,
_%ﬂyv{m Ao -

-

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson, U.S5.A.,
Secretary to the FPresident,
White House,
Washington, D. C.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

KMarch 1llth, 1941

PERSONAL AND

nzi;a Dear Mr. President,

I lost no time in passing on to London
the message which vou gave me on Friday night
saying that the United States Government would
be able to accept His Majesty's Ships "Illustrious",
"Purious" and "Liverpool" for repair in this country.

I have now had a telegram from London
asking me to convey to you the most cordial thanks
of His Majesty's Government for the very helpful
attitude taken by the United States Government in
this matter. At the same time the Foreign Office
point out that for obvious reasons which I know
you will appreciate, it is very important that
nothing should be said about these arrangements

until the different ships actually reach this

country,/

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C,

country. The Foreign 0ffice go on to
suggest that if and when it is thought
necessary to make some public announcement,
it would no doubt be well that any statement
to be issued should be concerted between the
United States and British authorities.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,
/ : »



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: MANGH II. 1941

SUBJECT: BRITISHeFRENCHE RELATIONS

PARTICIPANTS: SHCRETARY OF OTATE HULL AND THE BRITISH
AMBASSADOR, LOADL MALIFAX

COPIES TO:

The Britlish Ambsssador called st my request.

1 referred agein to the very dellcate relatlons
between Oreat Sritein snd Frence and the danger of the
situation getting out of hend, I sald that this Jovein=
ment, aa he knows, has devoted much time end effort to
keep the Prench snd Eritish situstion from drifting lato
e dengerous stage, and especially to lnduce the Irench
never to turn over thelr Navy to Hitler for hls mllitary
usej that the Derlan thwrest, shether 1t was in sarmest
or & bluff, seemed to be more & move Lo secure fever
with Hitler than to get rellef for the peopls of Frence.
The one supreme purpose of the Laval=larla: group seemed

to



-

ke be to whlpesw Frenech sentiment srownd by utilising
the feod rellel questlon in & most dastardly say so
that thle group might get the upper hand st Vichy,
and with the support of changed Frenmch sentiment turn
the Nuvy over to Witler, and in many other dlisastrous
-rnﬁummhutlﬂmﬂlﬂm.hm.
Ge wes contempleted Ly Laval before he was Alscoversd
snd trosn out by Mershel Petaine I added that the Ame
basssdor oould reallly observe the grest concern of thls
Jovernment and henos ite repested alscussions mith the
Sritish OJovernment sbout the matter of food rellef to
muﬂﬂhmnwthmtﬂ;umudm
that we had purposely not undertaken to stend for sn
Lmportent guid pro guo formuls for the ressen that Larlsn
might turn away snd charge that the Sritish were wmore
m“umnmummmumum
large capital of it on the charge of lack of sympm thy
with and interest ln the dlstressed people of France.
msmmuwmmu:m-m
on parallel limes based on & spdrit of ceoperstion for
mmmtmﬂnﬂm-tw-m
belwsen the two Jovernmenta,

The Ambsssador sald that 1t would Le agresabls for

e
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ﬂhu;“lh??ﬂh“lﬂlmnllhll‘
“dlhum-thth-m-ﬂt-ﬂl”--t
wieat to unoccupled Frances He suggested thet I should
-:tht.uwu.ﬁ-lruhhmnduhnmn
dum-ﬂrttmummmnnn-
u;u-pmreﬂuamnd-uwnm
dermans frem lnfiltreting late Frenoh Africe, and by
bringlag away from the French coutinentsl base tiels
nevel vessols and stetloning them in rrench Africen
Portse 1 sald thet I would, of course, be only too
.;hdhhrhglh-u-n-uumrmm#hn-
ing with both French end Sritlsh questlons that are
beln: ralsed by thelr respsstive hobacsadors,
Imthﬂputthutltmnrm-mm
u-u.-n-p-uqm;rmmnmnunm
m:u:mumm.m.m_tmaw
uthunhtlu-huﬂihm.mhmuudw
Jovernment woul! collaberate fully with the Oritlah,
effering its oplalou freely relative to any jusatlon,
mum“fmhnd-tm.hﬂmrmrp
mm-tmumm:um;u--mun,u.-
b reszunt . hu--tl:-mt. this Jovernment
mlght, L0 1t thought the matber sulllclently laportant,
continue



-

comtinue to keep the Uritish reminded of Lts views as
it has done 1n the French rellef situstion. 1 recalled
to the Asbassador thet 1t was only twelve houra after
wunumu.um--rrmnnmm: ~arlan
mide his threat, aad thet 1t wes reelly unfortunate that
¥e had not been able to smnounce virtusl cempletion of
the conalderstion of the request fer food rellef, The
Ambasssdor seld thet his country had come around te
tals view very l&lih.lﬂi exproosed my thorough une-
derstaniing of the payshelogy in hls country in view
of thelr situstion.

<elia
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f PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM

London
Dated June 17, 1941
Reo'd 11 a,.m,

Becretary of State,

Washington,

FOR AMBASSADCR WINANT JiSifiEaiigs AND PERSONAL

Officlale here have cooperated to the extent that
on Baturday Kermit sailed on a special ship and should
arrive on next Monday or Tuesday at Halifax, An old
personal British Army friend of Kermit's, Major H. Nugent

Head, is accompanying him,

JOHNSON

DECLAESIFIED
Btate I

py KHL _ oatoEER_ 01977



June 18, 1941

My dear Mr. President)

In the sbasence of Lord Halifax, Mr. Butler called
to ses me this morning with the following message from
the Britlsh Government:

Mr. Churehill apparently feels optimistio with
regard to the preobability that Dr. Salasar will be will-
ing in the svent of ilmminent German aggression to request
Oreat Britain and the United States to ssaist in the
defense of the Asores. Mr. Churchill feels, however,
that plans should now be formulated as to the motion to
be taken in the event that such a request wers not forth-

coming at the orucial moment. He thersfore suggests
that joint staff conversations be undertaken immediately
between the United States and British staff representa-
tives in order to determins the details of the action
to be taken respectively by the two Jovernments in such
a ocontingensy.

I told Nr. Butler that I would lay this request
before you ilmmediately.

The President, N 4 . o Wil

The White House. ;—"'-JIJ'-z M Urste ¥

. Jalasan FEm e A



-

Will you let me know what reply you wish me to
make to the Iritish Covernment?
Belleve me

Paithfully yours,

farmaT Wa1108



u"i THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

ﬁ}yﬁ WASHINGTON

July 30, 1941

My dear lr. President:
In accordance with your request, I addressed to

Gil Winant your invitatlon to the Duke of Kent to

vislt you elther at Hyde Park or In Washington dur-
Ing the time that he 1s on thia side of the Atlantie,

I have today received a telegram from the Embas-
8y in London which 1s in the nature of a reply to your

message, a copy of which I am attaching herewlth.

Ly

Belleve me

Fai¥hfully youry,

Enc.
Telegram 32BE, London

The President,

The White House.



-_—

AF London
This telegram muat be

closely paraphreosed be=- Dated July 30, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone, (SC) Rec'd 10:50 a.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

3288, July 30, noon

PERSONAL FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY

Your 2798, July 26, noon

Mr, Eden informs me ihkat the President's measage
wos delivered to the Duke of Kent just before he left.
The Duke said he was deeply grateful for the Presi-
dent's kind invitation and that he would get in touch
with him as soon as possible after his arrival in

Canada,

HPD



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 31, 1941.

My dear Mr. Preaildent;

You will remember that some days ago you asked
me to send G111l Winant a message with respect to
Lady Astor's prospective trip to the United States.

I have now received a reply from the Embassgy in
London in response to the message I sent, and I am

enclosing a copy thereof for your iInformation.

Belleve me
al ly yours
a - i/(‘d

Enclosure

The President,
The White House.



KD London
This telegrem must be

cloaely parephrosed be- Dated July 30, 1941
fore being communicated
to anyone. (8C) Rec'd, 4:26 a.m,,3lst

Secretary of State,
Washington.

3309, July 30, midnight.

FERSONAL FOR THE ACTINZ SECRETARY.

In anawer to your message 2802, July 26, 5 p.m,
for Harry Hopkins, Harry asked me if I would take
care of this matter 25 he had not time to do so be-
cause of his trip to Moscow. I attended a dinner at
which Ledy Astor was present three nights before your
message was sent. From her conversation with me I do
not feel that she had any plan to go to the United
States, I explained the situation to Mr, Eden. I
shall mentlon it to the Prime Minister when I see him

tomorrow,

WINANT .
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINCTON, D.C.

August 8th, 1941,

Dear Mr. President,

I loet no time in telegraphing
to the Duke of Windsor to convey to him
your very kind invitestion for him and the
Duchess to lunch at the White House on
September 25th or 26th.

I have now had a telegram in
reply from the Duke asking me to thank
you very much for this invitation, and to
say that he and the Duchese will be very
glad to accept for Thursday, September 25th,

Believe me,
Dear Nr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

4/ a,A/‘é-,;

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of Americs,
Washington, D. C.



PeF  Jodtil J'T’:;"_‘;,,

i BRITIEH EMBAEBSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

16th August, 1941,

Dear Mr. President,

Thank you very much for the kind message
that you sent from U.S,S.Potomac on behalf of yourself
and those travelling with you about Purvis' unhappy
death. It was very good of you.

It 18 a very great loss to our common effort,
for few people that I can think ef had quite the
combination of gualities that made him so valuable.

I am forwarding your message to Mrs. Purvis.

Yours sincerely,

et

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of Ameriecsa,
White House,
washington, D.C.



DINMER AT THE WHITE HOUSE

v Monday evening, August 25, 1941

at eight o'clock.

The President and Mrs, Roosevelt
H.R.H. The Duke of Kent

("Lord and Lady Mountbatten

-Sir Ronald Campbell - Csarse’ of Affalres
Wing Comdr. Sir Louls Greig
Mr. J. A. Lowther

Maj. Gen, Henry H. Armold

Rear Adm. and Mra. John H., Towers
Mrs, Cameron Clark

Dr. and Mrs, Henry Field

Hon. Harry L. Hopkins

Hon. and Mrs, Nelson A. Réckefellsr
Mrs. Elliott Roosewelt

Capt. and Mra, James Roosevelt



ASSIGNMENT OF ROOMS - HYDE PARK

The Duke of Kent Chintz Room
The Alde - Wing Commander Bir Louis Grieg ;
The Becretary - Mr. J. A. Lowther

2 Eaet Rooma

Mr. Harry S8O%@m® - Room at head of the stalrs

Mrs. Kermit Socsevelt - Mrs. James Roosevelt's room

Valet and Bcotland Yard Man - 2 small rooms in stalr landing

DINNER, SATURDAY NIGHT
Nixx
Mr. and Mrs. Lytell Hull

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Delano

LUNCH, SUNDAY

Mrs. J. R. Roosevelt
DINNFR, SUNDAY
Mise Laura Delane

Mrs. Tracy Dows
Mr. Olin Dows



TELEGRAM o
6POC 68 12:3%?2 m[[d? ﬁﬂuﬁﬂ
Mashington

HAMILTON, OwTar10, AucusT 27, 194
THE PRESIDENT.

ON LEAVING YOUR COUNTRY | WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOu,
MrR. PRESIDENT AND MRrs, ROOSEVELT, ONCE AGAIN FOR YOUR
WONDERFUL KINDNESS AND HOSPITALITY TO ME DURING MY STAY.
| AM DEEPLY APPRECIATIVE OF THE OPPORTUNITY WHICH WAS
GIVEN TO ME TO SEE SOMETHING OF WHAT YOUR COUNTRY IS DOING
TO HELP BRITAIN AND | AM GREATLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT |8
BEING DONE AND WHAT CAN BE DONE.

Em[. j
(I Goake of Iert )
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COPY (LONGHAND LETTER)

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Oct. 15, 1941.

Dear Winston:-

Mountbatten has been really useful to our
Navy people and he will tell you of his visit to the
Fleet in Hawaii. The Jap situation is definitely
worse and I think they are headed North -- however
in spite of this you and I have two months of respite
in the Far Fast.

Dicky will tell you of a possibility for
your people to study -- to be used only if Petain
goes and Weygand plays with us.

I wish I could see you again!

As ever yours,

(8igned) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill

(Kindness of Lord Mountbatten)



October 16, 1941.

Dear Dickeyi=
It was grand to have you at the
White House, and I learned a lot. Best of

luck. Happy lending. I hope we shall meet
again very soon.

Here are the letters and also
one from the Crown Primcess to the King of
Norway. Would you be good emough to have
it sent to the latter?

Alwaye sincerely,

Captein Lord Louis Mountbatten,
0 lrs. Cormelius Vanderbilt,

640 Pifth Avenue,

Naw tﬂﬂ. .I‘ '-

(Enclosures)



\’/VLL, e
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i y: LONGHAND LETTER

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Oct. 15th, |!°

My dear King George:-

Dicky Mountbatten has been with us for a
couple of days and I have learned a lot from him. Get
him to tell you of his visit to our fleet in Hawaii, I
am & bit worried over the Jaspanese situaticn at this
moment. The Emperor is for peace I think, but the
Jingoes are trying to force his hand. ;

Here our production is doing rather
well -- shead of schedule in most articles -- and public
opinion is distinctly better than six months asgo. In
fact it is more strongly with us than is the Congress.

You and the Queen are doing & reelly

"grand job". Give her my very warm regards.
Always sincerely yours,
(Signed) FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
H., M,
The King

(Kindness of Lord Mountbetten)



640 FiIFTH AVENUE
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x;ﬂﬂu?ﬂHEN1‘ﬂF'5T!IE
WASHINGTON

November 28, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON:

I am enclosing a copy of a telegram dated Novem-
ber 27, 1941 which Ambassador Winant has sent to the
Department for the President.

b%%vxfﬂ-"f /{ £
George T¢ Summerlin.

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram.

b |



ENCLOSURE
™

Letter drafted . . e

ADDRESSED T

General Watson. .



EJ PLATH
London
Doted Hovn:mbl_:r 27, 1941

REc!d 8:53 a.m,.

Secretary of State,

¥Woashington,

5707, Novenmber 27,

FOR THE FRESIDENT FROM THE JAMBLSSADOR.

Thanlk you for your letter introducing
chgrtasmgn Snyder. He had a hard-working useful
stay here, seeing the things he wnntgﬂ to 2ee and
meeting the people he wanted to meet, including
the Prime Minister .,

WINANT
ALG



DEPARTMENT oF STATE

THE SECRETARY

December 5, 1941

At 7:20 p.m. an announcement in the following sense
was broadecast from London:

In as much as the British Government has not received
satisfactory replies to its notes to Helsinki, Budapest
nd Bucharest demanding that hostilities against Russia
CEASE by December 5th, messages are belng sent to the
Governments of Finland, Hungary and Rumania d:claring that
8 state of war exists,

The Official British announcement added that a state
of war does not Yet exist and will not until delivery of
the messages to the three capitals through the same chann el
that the original notes were sent (that 1s, through the
United States Department of State and the American Ministers
in the three capitals),

S:WESale



The Prime Minister would be very
glad of any comments which the
President may have on the attached
draft of a declaration to the
Japanese Government,

The Dominion Governments have
yet to give their views on this
text. They are being consulted
urgently.

The Netherlands Government have

been given a copy of the draft.

December 7th 1941,



AFtGrsal Blon,

Tour Excellenoy,

I have the honour to inform ¥Your Exeellency
that I have been instructed to make the following
communication: to the Imperial Japansse Covernment
on behalf of His Majesty's Governmente in the United
Kingdom, Canadas, the Commonwealth of Austrelia, New
Zealand, and the Unlon of South Africa.

His Majesty's Governments in the United
Kingdom, Canada, Commonwealth of Australia, New Zealand,
Union of South Africa have followsed closely in
consultation with the United States Govermomsnt the
negotiations in which the latter have been sngaged with
the Japanese Government with a view to relieving the
present tension in the Far East. His Majesty's
Governments viewed with the same concern as the United
States Government the rapidly growing concentration
of Jepanese forces in Indo-China which prompted the
enquiry by the United States Government to the Japanese
Government on December 2nd, They have found Japanese
reply to that engquiry extremely disquieting. However
valid the explanations in regard to North Indo-China as
to which they expressly reserve thelr views the reply
entirely fails to explain the fact that the bulk of
Japanese fordes are stationed in South Indo-China and
are being constantly and heevily sugmented.

There is no threat from any guarter against
Indo-China and this concemtration in South Indo-China
is only explicable on the assumption that the Japaness

Government are preparing for some further aggressive
/move




=g

move direoted against the Netherlands East Indies,
Malaya or Theiland,

Relations between the Governments of the
Eritish Commonwealth and the Netherlands Government
are too well known for the Japanese Government to be
under any 1llusion as to thelr reasction to any attack on
territories of the Netherlands, In the interest of
peace His Majesty's Governments feel it incumbent upon
them however to remove any uncertalnty which may exist
as regards their attitude in the event of attack on
Thailand,

His Majesty's Govermnments have no designs
against Thaileod. On the contrary preservation of
full indspendence and soversignty of Thailand is an
important British interest. Any attempt by Japan to
impair that independence or soversignty would affect
the security of Burma and Malay and His Majesty's
Governments could not be indifferent to it. They feel
bound therefore to warn the Jepanese Government in the
most solemn menner that if Japan attempts to establish
her influence in Thailand by foree or threat of force
she will do so at her own peril and His Majesty's
Governments will at once teke all appropriate measuras.
Should hostilities unfortunately result the
responsibllity will rest with Japan.



WASHINGTOMN

i;/y“V THE WHITE HOUSE
'|
December 8, 1941.

The S5tate Department called me
on the telephone this morning at
7.15 to report that the attached
message had been sent to the White
Houese at 1 A.M. but had not been
glven to the President, as he had
retired. I telephoned the White
House and asked the Usher to please
deliver the message to the President.
I then spoke to the Presldent on the
telephone and he dictated the attached
reply to the Prime Minister. I tele-
phoned the State Department and read
the President's reply which was sent
but did not arrive in time for the
Prime Minister to know the President's
viewe umxiX before he appeared 1in
Parliament to declare§ war egainst
Japan.

GRACE G. TULLY



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 8, 1941
7.30 A.M,

WINANT
LONDON

I think it best on sccount of
paychology here that Britain's
declaration of war be withheld until
after my speech at 12.30 Washington
time. I am asking for declaration.
Any time after that would be wholly
satisfactory.

Delighted to know of message to

@e Valera.

ROOSEVELT
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This telegronm st be
elosely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicnted

to anyone, (SC)

Secretary of Stote,
Washington,

TRIFLE PRIORITY
MOST URGENT
5929, Decemnber 7, 4 pem,

London
Dated Decenber 7, 1941
Rectd 103127 pen.

(SECTION ONE)

PERSON.LL .ilD so55=—S&Ee®ESF TO THE SECRET.RY TFOR

THE PRESIDENT

It was great to talk to youe, The Prine Minister

is cnalling Porliaonent to meet ot three o'clock this

afterncon, Viould 1t be Hest for hin to ask for o

declaration of war ot that time or sinply deseribe

what had token place and scy that we would ask for a

deelaratisn of war within an hour after we had dee

elared war which he has pledged to 2%

I am thinking of the difference in tine and

that you might want %o nddreas the joint session prior

to o British declaratisn of war,

NE

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

WINGLNT



Gs London
This %€lr zram 2uet be i
clogzly varaphrased bE- Dated December 8, 1941

fore being communicated
to anyone, (8C) Rec'd 10:40 p.m,, 7th

Secretary of State,
Waghington.

TRIPLE PRIORITY AND MOST URGENT

5929, December 8, 4 p,m, (SECTION TWO)

The Prime Minister wanted you to know that he
sEnt the following private and secret measage to
de Valera:

"Now is your chance. Now or never 'a nation
once again'. I am very recady to meet you at any
time", If you also would like to send 4 Valera
& MEssagt you might want me to deliver it. We are
cld friends and I understand he gives me some credit
for PErsuhd,figEE government here to abandon conscript-
ion in Northern Ireland.

I hope people at home will relate the tactic
pursuEd and the action taken by Japan to German
instigation and collaboration under the tripartite
oect,

I am back at the Embasay.

(END MESBAGE)

WINANT

KLP
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

>
The Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill
The Rt, Hon. Lord PReaverbrook - /i. .
8ir Dudley Pound

8ir John Dill

-
f

Sir Charles Portal
Comdr, C., R. Thompson Y A /Y -
Mr, John Martin / '

Sir Charles Wilscn .



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 24, 1941

MEMORANOUM FOR MISS TULLY:
The State Department sent over these three

names in case the President might wish to consider
them in connection with inviting Lord Beaverbrook:

Admiral of the Fleet
Sir vudley Pound, G.C.B. C.C.V.0.
Field marshal Sir John pill, K.C.B. C.M.G. 0.8.0.

Air chief marshal Sir Charles Portal, K.C.B. D.8.0. M.C.

Edith Helm
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 25th 1941,

Dear Mr, President,

I have had a telegram from the
Foreign Office asking me to convey to you
the following message from His Royal
Highness the Duke of Kent:

"My wvery best wishes for

Christmas and the New Year - George",

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

M/QL

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of fmerica,

Washington, D.C.



LULLET]

Departinent of State
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

With reference to your memorandum of December 27,
enclosing the attached message from the Duke of Kent,
I am of the opinion, in view of the manner in which
the telegram to the President was received, that it
would be sufficient, if agreeable, to merely ask our
Ambassedor at London to make an appropriate acknowledg-

ment. Will you kindly let me know if this 1is agreeable,

.a)r,?!r .
AVAE & = 0 N
George T. Summerlin,

Enelosure:
Original note from
the British Embassy,
December 25, 1941,
transmlitting message.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Reference is made to the memorandum of December 29,
1941, received from the British Embassy in regard to cer-
tain phases of the situstion inm Borneo, and in partioular
to the coneluding paragraph thereof in whigh is expressed
the hope that the British suthorltles are ecorrect in as-
suming that the undertsking given to the British and Duteh
Govearnments by the Government of the United 3tates in cone
nection with the destruetion of the North Bornes oll
flelde applies slsoc to all parts of the British Eapire.

By wey of elarification it may be stated that the
undertaking of the Government of the United Stntes as set
forth in the seocond communicstion which was handed to the
British Ambassador by Mr. Hamilton on December 14 applies
to all parts of the British Empire which, as a result of
the destruction of the oll flelds im Borneo under the olr-

oumstanoes under reference, suffer oll shortages.

i DECLABSIFIED
Department of Btate, By Authority Gfm

Washington,

sy Kuf o FER BT
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On Decesber lyth Mr. Hemilton of the State
Department handed to the British fabsasader two
communiostions regerding the situation in Pornec. The
firat of these communications stated that the
Commander-in-Chief of the United States Asiatiec Flest
hed suggested to the Britiasn suthorities at @ingapore
&nd tae Dutoh suthorities at Batavias that atepe should
be tuken forthwith to effect the demolition of the oil
fields in Borneo w th the exception of thoss at
Balikpapan and that prepmrabions shiould e made to
effect the demolition of the latter oil fields in the
near future. The communicstion went on to say that in
the view of the Htete Department the British, United
Gtateo and Duten Governmeats all had a comuon intercst
in seeing that the oil fields in Borneo did not pass
into the poosesslon of their sommon enewy and that
if there wae any risk of this happening the most
effeotive means possible saould be taken of rendering
the o1l fields unussble. The question when such
demolition should be taken was one which depended
upon military considerations and oould best be deeided
by the naval end military suthorities en the spot.
The communication ended by saying that the United
Gtotes Oovennment wee convinoed thet the British end
Duteh Governments shared their view that it was to the
demmon interest that every reasonsble and preacticable
precaution should be taken to ensurs that proper pre-
ctutionary messures were carried out in time.

The second communication pan as followe ;=

-Iv
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“In osse thers should be, as & result of the
destruction of the oil fields, o1l shortages in the
British kmpire and in the Wetherlands, the Govermment of
the United Jtetes will of course be propared to assist
by every legal means in its power the British and the
Dutoh dovermsents in obtaining the delivery of oil and
o0il products in or available to the United Otutes for
use in the present etruggle sgeinet the common enemyj
also for use in carrying nu; the work of reconstruection
in the ytraite Gettlements and in the Yetherlands Kast
Indies after the cossation of hostilities on a basis ot
least as favorable as that on which similsr preoducts
will be made available to other sountries which have
coneistently uade sserifices in their efforte te over-
eema the foroes of aggression. The Jovernment of the
United Gtotes will adopt a similer attitude with regard
to the obtaining of sny needed o!l extrooting and
refining mmchinery in the United States to replace
that whieh the “ritish snd the Duteh Gevernmentes heve
destroyed.”

The Pritish Ambapeador wae infermed some days
age that the British vovernment sgroe with the views of
the United Utates Oovernment ne set out im the firet
communication referred to above. 0o far ss Hritish
territories were concerned the demolition scheme had
been completely put into effect. The British authoritics
imaBingapers had too been instructed to take the necessary
steps to ensure early sction by the Duteh suthoritics.

The British Ambessador hee furthermore been
instructed to express the warm apprecistion of Hie
¥ajeaty's Oovernment for the second communication
quoted above. He has also been instructed to express

the/
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the hepe that the British suthorities are right in
sssuming that the undertaking which this statement
gives to "the Pritish and Duteh Gov/ernuents™ in
connexion with the destruction of the North Borneo
il fields nleo applies to all perte of the British
Pmpire whioh may be affected by the destruction of
these oil flelda,

BHRITISH EMBAESY,
WASHINGTON, D. C.,
Degeuber 29th, 1941.



B .kLJf*’thEmé

N t‘lﬂﬂw/ _.
;;T

Di..ﬂ.'n‘ﬂ]".' ber 31 § 164 j

My dear Mr, President:

I enclose & copy of a triple priority telegram
from Ambaegsador Winant requesting a message from you in
connection with the National Day of Prayer, which is
also being obeerved in Ore-t Eritsin tomerrow,

I aleo encloece a draft telegrem bssed upon your
Proclamation of December 22 which, iAf you approve, I
shall be glad to have sent to the Ambassador,

Faithfully youres,

sumner Wellap

Enelosures:
1. Telegram from London,

December 30, 1941,
2. Draft telegram to
London

The President,
The White House.
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Ed FLATII
London
Dated December 30, 1941
Rec'd 10:32 a.m,

Seeretary of State,

Washlngton,

TRITLE PRIORITY.

6272, Thirticth,.

There 13 to be a New Ycar relipious festival
at Albert Ilall on Jenuary 1, the national day of
prayer. The Archblshop of Canterbury and Cerdinal
Hinsley will pgive short addresses, All religious
groups wlll be represented, The heods of the Empire
and allied governments here with members of the Cabi-
net ere slso going. The King is being requested to
send a message and I have been aslked for a mEssagE
from the President. The objcet of the meeting 1s to
emphasize the fact to thosc here and elsewhere that
the Allles are fighting for the restorantion and

preservation of Christendom,

WINAKT
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December 31, 1841
AMERICAN EMBASEY,
LONDON,

TRIPLE PRIORITY,

Your 6272, thirtieth,

You may deliver the following message from the
President:

QUOTE The year 1941 has brought upon our nation, as
the past two years have brought upon other natione, a war
of aggression by powers domin:ted by arrogant rulers whose
selfish purpoee ie to destroy free institutions. They
would thereby take from the freedom-loving peoples of the
earth the hsrd-won liberties gained over many centuriee,

WUOTE The new year of 1942 calle for the courage and
the resolution of old and Young to help to win a world
struggle in order that we may preserve all we hold dear.

QUOTE We are confident in our devotion to country,
in our love of freedom, in our inheritsnce of coursge,

But our etrength, aes the strength of all men everywhere,
is of greater avail as God upholds us.

QUOTE In making thie firet day of the year 1942 a day
of prayer, we ask forgiveness for our shortecominge of the
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paet, consecration to the tasks of the present, and God'sg
help in daye to come,

QUOTE We need His guidance that this people may be
humble in spirit but strong in the convietion of the
right; eteadfsst to endure sacrifices and braove to
achieve a victory of liberty and peace, UNQUOTE,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

841 .404/9
Eu: TCA:MEL PA/D
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