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BRITISH EMB"sav. 

W"5HINCTON, O. C. 

January lat , 1941. 

Dear Mr. President, 

I b eg l eave t o enclose 

herewith a meaaoge for you from the 

Prime Minister wh ich was rece ived by 

telegram late last night . 

Believe me , 

Deer ~r. President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevel t, 

President of the United States of America , 

V/ashing t on, D. C. 



Meaaage tor the President 

trom llr. '#inaton Churchill 

At th1s moment when the New Yosr 

opene 1n atorm, I reel it my du t y on bohalt 

ot the British ooverrur.ent and indeed th• whOle 

British ~pire to toll you, llr. Preeidont, now 

livel y ia our sense of gratitude and admiration 

tor the memorable declaration which you mede to 

the American people and to the l overe of Freedom 

in all continents on Sunday l aet. 

We cannot t-011 what lies before ue, 

but with this t rumpet-call we march rorward 

hearte ned and fortified and •1th the con.t'idence 

which you heve expreaoed that ln the end all will 

be well for the b'nglish speaking peopl es ond 

those who share their ideals . 
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llt lTllH IMIAll't', 

WAIHUICTO• , D. C. 

2nd Janu•ry , 1941 . 

Dear ~ . Pr•1ldent, 

I oncloae hareln coploa or tho 

latoat repQrta received fro~ London on 

the m1l1tor7 o1ttat1on. They ore 
doted 30th December, and 31st December, 

1940. 

Bel ieve me, 

Dear Mr . Prealdont, 

Very sincerely youra, 

Tho Honoura blt 

frankllo O. Roo sovolt, 

Prea1deot of the United States of Ar~r1ca, 

Wash1ngton, D. c. 

-



Telell'Ul t'ram London elated Dlcem'ber JOU.. 

Attack• on Sh1pplng. Br1tieh merchant Ye11el 

(5 , 000 tone) bombed and Ht on J:'lre in North western 

apprOOlchea yeeterday and ha• 'been abandoned. Greek ehip 

(4000 tone) aleo attacked in the eame area but no report 

or damage rec•i nd. 

2 . Yeater4ay a1'tarnoon, a coaatal convoy wae u.n­

eucceeetul.ly attacked by aircra1't in the Thalllee Ketuery. 

J. It 11 unclaretood that progreaa i• being mecla •Hh 

the elearing of t.he bloek In the JC111 Canal refer red to 

prertoual7. 

4. on December 26th e1ght eneay bomber• and enen 

fighters •de two attack• on Bollum 'but only eauaed •l1ght 

damage . Our Hurr1oanee ehot down one bomber and one flahter 

(confirmed) one tlahter (unconrirmed) and danaged tour 

other bombera. 

In the Southern area Italians n'"' han rour 
infantry d1'rte1one, pert ot one armoured diviaion , ~4 

'11ll"1oua other unite totall1na 80, JOO - 90,000 men. 

6 , Dw'ing the nlaht 29th/Joth, twenty-eenn alrcrel't 

4-*Patched to attack aerodrome• in occupied territor7, 

Inland port at Pranltrurt, marshalling 7ardl at - and 

dDck• and ohlpplna at Boulope. 

Two aircra.t't miaaina. 

1. eteren Air Perot. 

Reporta not yet reeel .,.4. 

During reld on Pl111outh n1ght ot 28th/29th OYer 

a thou.and lncendlari .. 'but only nine high exploel.,. 'bomb• 

were dropped, Moet 4-11 wu dDne to ds•lllns houa .. , 

eaa ... ltile now reported et eleTltl killed and thlrty-fou.r 

Mrlouely ln~W'ld. 

8. llw"lna Dloamblr 29th •in .. e., act1nt7 t ook 

plaoe/ 
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pl ace OYer the channel and North Bee , and the majorit7 

ot our tighter a1rcrat't were directed against these air­

craft tor the protection ot eh1pp1ng. one enemy bomber 

•ae probably deatro7ed and two otbera damaged. Six 

enemy aircrat't operated inland, and Crewe waa bombed, one 

war tactory being d.a.maged, but not eerioual 7. 

9. During tho night of' December 29th/30th an 

intense but oanparatively short attack wae rnade on Londcn 

by about 140 enemy aircraft. Atteck developed from 

18.00 houra to 22.00 boure . Main attack concentrated 

on the City and practically tr.e •bole aree trcxn St. Paula 

to the Guildhall and t rom tho GUildhall to Finsbury 

was set on fire. The root ot the Guildhall was destroyed 

and St. Lawrence Jewry Church gutted. various key 

points includin g docka were affected but details not yet 

avail able . Op to the preaent tho number ar caeualtiea 

reported 18 remarkably llmllll . 

10. Aircraft casualtiee in the above operation& 

over and trcn the British Ialee. 

Snemy: one banber probably daatroyed, 2 bombere de.mged. 

British: two heayY bombers missing. In assessing com­

parative reaulta it •111 be appreciated the awrmarie• 

of' ceauelt i•• do not include enelQY night bo~ber caaual t1aa 

approacbina or returning trcm this co1111tr7, 



Telegram trom Lone.on dated December 3let . 

f!!.!!.!, 
Two reira1n1ng ehipa ot convoy ret'erred to in 

telegram ~ December 26th, tiret peragraph, have been 

located and were expected to join the main body thia 

moming. Senior Officer ot escort reporta that one ahip 

ot the CODT07 waa hit above water line and might be one or 

the ene~ claimed to have eunk, 

2. At tacks on ohipping , A Britiah tankere or 

8000 tone wae damaged by mine Off Liverpool yeeterday 

morntns. 

3. A convo7 or ten ahip• ha• arrived aately from 

Sierra Leone. 

Royal Air Poree. 

4, Heme Front , !light of December 29t h/30th. OWing 

to very bad weather cond1t1ona only ten bombers ettached 

certain targeta in Germany and eerod.romea in German 

occupat1011. 

5 , There we re no opera t i ona by our bomber comnand 

during night of 30th/3lat. 

6 . Home Secur1t7. London night or 29th/30th, 

7, All r1roa are """ out except tor aome amoulder1ng. 

raotor1••· one plat1num factory: work aeriouel1 

reduced 1"rom loe • ot p.a preaaure , One d1T1ng •PJ>•ratua 

end one machine tool ractor7 aoriou.al7 damaged b7 tire. 

Ba1lwa1a. SerTicea to three Londca rail••J 

teraini taatporar1ly atoppe d but a1nca roaWDOd, Six un4-r­

sround etatione teaworer1ly oloaad, 

f!!blic utility. No really aer1oue danage •1tber 

to sa• or electric a•r'l1c••· Water supply nol'lllll except 

in oitJ and. other central area• where preaeure 1• le.. 

Doclta/ 
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~· Scmo damage to dooka 4lld coneidorablo 
d.amag·e t o certain tood. warehouae1 1n the dock areaa. 

Tele-eomnuntcationa. One main telephone ex-

change ocull)letely out ot service. centrol telogr:-aph 

ottice and Phonograme te:qporer111 out of action . London 
te:,porarily not in tele phonic ccnnunicat1on with South 

Rast England and telegraph aervtc• •itb South and South 
11:8at Engl and io oovorol y interrupted. ooaaun1oot1cn 
bet•een London and important towna in other 411trtcta 
are aTa1lable . 

8 . The Guildhall waa burnt out aa were aeveral 
churches 1N1 nine hoapitale ·•ere 1ttected t o a •arying 

extent. b7 tire . 

9. C&oualtioo oo tor reported; Killed 89 , 

oorioualy injured }14. 

10. ROUllllnia. It now oeema probable that Gorman 

tro0pa deat1ned ~or Rou.mania are Choae o~ tweltth &l'll1'• 

Thia army hu recently boon in South \Voat Poland and 

i• camnanded by P1 el d Morahal List. Ave~age etrength 
ot an ormy 1o 10-12 d1vio1ons . Projoetod tro1n movement• 

ousgeat that thio til!W'• ma:r bo exceeded to a llow tor 
internal aecu.rit7 in Roumania. There are ind1cat1cn1 

that the Ar!llT •111 include moetly motor1eed ond armoured 

4irt•ion•• 
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The Honourti ble 

De~r ~r . President , 

.... .,...._ 
8Fl lTl 8H lMBAl&:Y, 

WASHINCTOH, D. C. 

3~d Junu~ ry , 1~41 . 

I encloee he rein a copy ot 

t.he la teat report received f r o1t1 London 

on the rnili tary eituatlon . It .Le Co t ed 

Januar y lat , 1941 . 

R-ellcve me , 

Det.r !..r . Presiden t, 

Ve ry sincer e l y your s , 

Franklin o. Roosevelt , 

President of the United Sta t es or Amcrlce , 



Telei;ram received rroi.i London 

dated January lat , 1941 

!!!:!!l· 
Weet Africa . Br1t1ah Naval Control Officer 

Lio'bon reporta that a l'rench Mil:lllarine waa torpedoed and 

aunk orr Rio de Oro while on the aurrace escorting a Yrench 

tanker which was also sunk. !lo Sritiah submarine waa in 

the vicinity . 

Attack& on shipping. A !lorwegian ship (eeoo 
tone) and • British tanker (8600 tone) were beth torpedoed 

and eunlc by o oermen eutclBrine •oat or Dalcar on Decesnbar 

21at and Dece:..ber 31st, reapectively . A Swedish ahlp 

(15600 tona ) waa de..oated by a "'1na in Liverpool Bay yeatarday 

afternoon. 

3 . The west- bound channel convoy was unsucceeerully 

attacked by enemy aircraft in ttic Thainea Estuary. 

4. 14111 tary. No operation.a of' 1.n;por tence re1>orted 

from any rroM officially . 

5 . Royal Air Force . Durint, daylight on Dece•.be r 

3lat, 22 Blonheima were sent out . Pourteen were roreod 

to abandon their taska owin& to weather . Six actini; 

independently claim the following hits . An anti-aircraft 

ship at Yluahins , a building • t a DUtch aerodrome, a 

rectory at Coloi;ne and a bridge near &nmerich. Two railed 

to return. 

6 . Nlght or 3lat /lat. All operations were cancelled, 

7. Libya. On the nii;ht or Deceu.ber 29th/30th Tobruk 

&nd 110 Italian landill;, .sround were bou1bed &nd a DU.Uber Of 

riree ehrted. 

8 . Italian Sornal1land , ~'our Hurricanes of tllo 

South African Air Poree attacked ~ardor an aerodrCllle on 

Dac.,.t>er/ 

• 



~ceJJ.ber· 2\Jth where they destroyed one bomber and 

possibly daluaged two others . They ware intercepted 

by Italian fighter• and two failed to n1tura . 

Nieht of 3let/let. No enemy activity 

r .. ported. 

9. Italy. Ital ian air activity waa very 

strong on December 29th and efforts were niade to 

hcmper the Greek orrenaive along the whole front . 

An Ita lian naval 'bo:obe.rdinent or Himara was covered 

by continuou" strong petrols over Corfu . 

10 . London. Night of e9th/30th. Having l'egard 

to the severity of the attack it ls considered that 

the amount ot damage to food in warehouses is 

eurprieingly small . 



The HorK>'J.rable 

/F 

IRITl lM lMl4s•v. 

WA1 Hl ,.CTON, 0 , C. 

·1 t h Junuury , l ':141 . 

De6r ..r . Prea1cl~nt. , 

I encloe~ t.t!r,.S n a CO!J1 or 

t~- lateet N! Ort rt>Cetved tro~ LOndon 

on th@ DllttarJ olr.~~t.lon . It ta Gated 

2nd I l;,1'4} . 

~lleve i..e . 

I>eur aii• . l'r eai<1ot1t. , 

Ve r ;J ntncerely yours , 

Yranklin L. Roosevel t . 

Pr-al ent ot t.he Unite~ Ste.r.ee ct 1 ... .ertc• , 

;fe.en.1~t.0n , u. c . 

' 



Tele•r~ roceJ vod tro . .i London 

dated • anuury Pn4 , 1W41 

E!..!!.h 
On Janutlry let at Tripoli were 3 cru1ee1·e , 

4 deetroyere, 20 l&rbe r.aorchriint veaeele . To.nkor 

"Bri tlah Zeal" re,portecl torpedoed 180 mile a wost ot 

Dalcar on Deceubor ~lat waa atlll afloat p . o . J&l'D.lary 

lat an bee been boarded again. 

2 . Roial Pleet auxlllar1 "Ac.teMta.nt.• c.tned and 

eunk in ~s =•tua17 a. . J~rr~ar1 lat and anti­

sublnerlne irawle r 111'and.ol1ro" cun.lc tn collialon p .a . 

DoceJ.ber 30th in OUlt or Sollwn. 

;!, Since tho bobinnin~ Of the war 1.8 , 810 ahipa 

Br1 tish Allied ttod noutr•l have been convoyed ; repreuont­

in~ ah1pp1nu of 166 w1111on groae tone with & carho 

carr;rint capacity ot 250 11ill1on tons . Total lo•••• or 

ah.1pe in convoy a;..10...anted. to 967 ,000 troaa tone. 

4 . )led1 terranean. An last-bound convoy ot 4 FNinch 

~rcbant sh1pe eacort~d by an arced trawler waa 1nter­

cepte~ ott the Spaniah Koroccan coeat outside territorial 

waters by 5 or our deatroyera an1 la be!nct eacort.ed back 

to G1brelter . 

5 . On :>eceniber :)0th a 'ravel tre.wler was in 

coll1oton with~ Br1t1nh ~01troyer in the Gulf of ~ollu.. 

and sunk . 

6 . lJilttary , L1bya . CMck or Holian captured 

wa" r.wterial to Janu•rY' a.i.1ount.1 to : field aM. .... ediwa b-Una 

261, anti- tank. t""Ull• 48, heavy ant1-a1rer•ft guna 20. 

~.Y plecea ta.re uneervlceable . 

7. Albonie . Central eeotor . l:Mr!n;; the moppin;;-

up 02er~t1ona r.reeka have oeeupled ao:::~ he!~~ta ~nd aev~ral 

8tiall/ 
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small vllla.,ea !'or th '::""t of Kelcyre. 

8 . Ep1rus sector . It lian. 11unched •nun-
aucceeft1'ul attack with aru.oured filjhtine vehicles . 

Greek• C~iturod one armoured f1£ht1n~ vehicle and 
e1 tilt <;1ma . 

9 . Ro•1nl Air Fo rce. llii:ht of Junuary lat/2nd . 

A total of 151 aircraft were despatched ao ~ollo•a : 

LocaHtY 

Brewon 

?luehillj; 

"Invae1on 
Porta" 

Tnr, et .~aided 

Inaustrial , ehipping 
and t ranaport. 

Dock• and shipping 

~o . or A1rcratt 

113 honvy and 
15 r.iediwn 

14 coastal 

4 heavy 
4 medium end 
l coaetal. 

10. All aircraft re turned eatel:f except ~ heavy 

bo11bere ,.hiCh oraehed on landing. The crew ot one ai r­

craft 10 aare but crews or other two were nll killed 

except tor one ¥Orlon. 

11. Italy . It 1s becoming increas1naly evident 

that Italian air reeourcu are be1% aeverely toxed . 

Our be«:.blng or A. rht1c ports !Uta forced Italian• to rely 
aoro and more on air transport and the presence or severa l 
oennan troop carriers indicates a aorious e1"1"ort by the 

Italians to develop air ccx..:.mnicattona and (aome worda 
undecypherable) mean to do so by themselves. It 10 

reliably reported that the aircraft aupply oituation for 

Albanian c11.1a;>a1..,n 1e c&ue1n0 &nXie t.y, ee~cially as 

re.,erde tlt)ltere owing to the requir .... enta or the Libyan 
front . 

12. Gert••!\Y• Sertoua railway dialocatton reoulto4 

rro111 recent Royal Air FOree re1da on llannhetm owins to 
the cutting or the lines between Mannheim an~ Ludwisahavon; 

thh/ 
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thie eector 1a apecially important •1nce it ca~r!ee 
DU 1 \ eary t r&t'tic be tween ~nna.tJ7 Mnt occupied Prance 

ana also North-South tratttc 1nclu ine coal IU;Pl>liee 

for Italy , 

13. <lf!n.an Ai,... .,,ore:e . ?11&)\t ot January let/2nd . 

About. 80 eno..:., aircre.rt wore operatin~ over the country . 
The atiac~ wae ecat tered and was not h~avy . nftported 
one aircraft flew ae tar ae Dublin. 

14. H°""' Proni. Londo:>. lii,.ht or Januar1 lot/ 
Jonuary gnd . r~o parachute mines w~re dropped in the 
Lo~on area; elsewhere only a few bo.;.ba are re~orted 
cauaint allLht. da.Jr.a~e anu tew casualties. 

lCS . ~· It h•e recently bee:n reported tro111 
~r1tt•lllf t hat r1alling act1v1t1eo which had been 
aev~rely c-~rt&iled by lack o~ !"Uol are now in t"ull e•inG 
and that r1et.en1.en have no d1ff1cult;v i n obt.alning 

dieael oil. Ono French boat hao even tiehod ott tho 
I!"iah coast . 



llll lTllH CMIAltY. 
•' WAI HINCTOM , D. C, 

o'"'D Jenu.,ry 6th 1940. 

D• r Ur . Pr••ident, 

I enclo:MI be,..in tte text o r a 

HH&•· rece1 ved late last night, LI c!l 1 

?u.vo boon instructed to convey to you rrcr: 

thu l'r1J:.• 111ni ster . 

Bolievo r·o , 

Doer Ur . Presi dent . 

Youra sincerely, 

The lionoure.blo 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President or the united ~t•t•• • 

.• oSlli!let-O!l o O. C. 
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'l'elegrao t'rom London <lated January 6th, 1941. 

llollowins t'rom former !lnval person for 

President , begin.a: 

PERS<JIAL AND 8111!1m:; 

I <lare to •~Y YOU Will like to know 

our le.teat war news . Poll owing ju et recei vod from 

General Wavell. 

Begins. 

Bardia operat1one proceeding setisfactorily. 

lfe"s is scarce but refers to mopping up . 

on•!l1Y resistance only in 1aolotod places . 

Indicates 

Prisoners may exceed 25 , 000 including tnere 

might be 2 corps CO!llM4ndere , 4 divisional co"'1landers 

and rumoured one biehop accompanied by three rnma . Tha 

oenoral has now telegraphed that all rea1otance has 

ceased.. 

_very goo.1 wieh tor tocaorrow' s ooci.entoua 

etatei;i.ent . 



r 
Dear ~r. Preetdent, 

lflll1'1SH I WIAllY, 

WAIHUliCTOM. 0 . C. 

?th Jonuory, 1941. 

I enclose herein copies or the 

la tes t reports recei ved rrom J."Ondon on tho 

milit ary situation. They are da t ed January 

3rd, 4th •nd 5th, 1941 . 

Believe me, 

Dear Kr. Proaident, 

Very s incerely yours, 

The Kono•rable 

Franklin D. Rooeevel t , 

Preeident Of the Uni t ed States of America, 

Washingt on , o. c . 



., 
Telegram received trom London 

dated January 3rd, 1941 

Naval 

Merchant ships lost by enemy up to December 

29th. 1940: 

German 

250, representing 1 , 257,000 gross tone 

approximatel y. 

Italian 

89, representing 463,000 gross tons approximately. 

In addition Zl ships ot 44,000 gross tons 

{approximately} under enemy control or useful to the 

enemy have been sunk. 

2. Mediterranean In bad ... eathe r during t he night 

ot January lst/2n4 the destroyers escorting Vichy French 

convoy to Gibraltar lost touch with 3 or them. Additional 

deatroyera have been aent to eearch. 

3. Attacks on shipPing. A British ship (6500 tons) 

not in convoy was torpedoed on the night or January 2nd/3rd, 

360 miles North East ot Cape Verde Island. 

4. Convoya. Two convoys totalling 36 ships have 

arrived from Canada. One British (6400 tone} is teared 

eunl<. Cargoes inc l uded 10 or steel and metals, 9 or 

grain, and 3 tankers. 

5. Italy. A photographic reconnaieaance on January 

let showed three 6-1nch cru1aera, 4 destroyers, and 20 

large merchant Yeaaela at Tripoli; and en air reconnaiae.ance 

on December :net reported a largo convoy approaching 

Valona . 

6. Royal Air Poree. Night ot January 2nd/3rd. 

Forty-ee•en he&YJ bombers were aent out; 39 to Bremen, 7 

to a ahipyard at Biiden and l to an oil target at Amaterdem, 

0-0./ 
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0ne aircratt m1ae1na. 

7. On the nisht or January let/2nd ten Wellingtons 
dropped 18 ton.a or bOCDbe on the port and shipping at 
Tripoli . Two or three merchant ehipo received direct hits . 
All our airer.rt returned undamaged. 
8, O<!man Air Poree, Night of January 2nd/3rd 
about 170 enelllY aircraft were operating mein concentration 
being directed asainet the Cardiff area. our night 
fighter• damaged one enemy bomber over sout h coaat and 
probabl y destroyed another over Prance . 
!I. Aircran caaualtiee in operations o•er and 
from Br1tiah !alee: 

Jne!l\Y: by our figl\tera 

il¥ da,y 

Probable by night 

Total 

Deetroyed 

l 

..L 
2 

Bri Uah: One bomber mieaing. 

Damaged 

l 

.L 
2 

10. Home Security, Night or January 2nd/3rd. 
Cardiff, One ehip in docka wu bit. Three gUoOletera 
wel!'e bit and gas euPPliea ha•e temporarily tailed. 
Extenoive damage waa done to private and commercial 
property principally in the centre or the city. 



• 
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TELEORJJI RJl(.J!IVED PROll LOllDOll 

DATED JANUARY hh, 1941 

!!!!!! 
On Janu&ry 3rd 8,000 ton tanker mined 

180 mil•• weat ot Olronde , Alrerart aont to 

attack, 1 loc•ted tanker &nd near ml• aed bor . 

Roeonn&laaance Janu&rr 3rd ohowod 1 Hlppor cl••• 

crulaor 1n dock at Brost and 16 0-boate &t 

Bordeaux, Durlng the nlgbt ot January 3rd and 

4th aircraft attacked theoo U-boat•, roporto 

not yet avaUablo , 

Two a h1p• ot French convoy 1ntorcoptod 

orr Moroec&n coaot nave arrived at Olbraltar and 

other two were oxpocted to arr1vo yeaterd&y after­

noon. Attacka on shlpp1ns . Brltlsb ablp (2,500 

tono) sonlc bJ mine 1n T~a Botuary yeetorday , 

Convoy or sblpa baa arr1v•d ln bomo 

• At trn £ro~ Sierra Leone, 

2, Jo11l1 tar;r, 

Albania. 

In tbe central atctor 4 Italian oo~nter­

attacks on ~ t . Tomor repul1ed. B l s•~hore nothi ng 

to roport, 

3 . Royal .A.tr Force , 

Ni ght ot January 2nd and 3rd , 

Shipyards and ra1lwaya at Broman attacked 

by 20 heavy bombora with good reaulta . Flvo moro 

boa v7 bo:bero attacked al.ocollanoouo tar ..-ta . Dur­
lng tha ao.i::o n1gbt 3 Blonhol.Jrit troa l'lgbtor Com:t&lld 

carrl•d out ottonalvo patrolo agalna t on•"'1 aero-

dromoa/ 
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aerodrome• 1n Mortbtrn Prance and at the easi.e 

ti.ml itad• bomb attacka . 

lll0bt ot Januar7 3rd and 4th, 

Seventy one a1rcratt aent to Bremen . 

Early reporta l ndloato thla abtack ••~y •ucooae­

tul , Ono airoratt m1oaing , 

Libya, 

On night• ot Januar7 lat/2nd and 2nd/3rd 

both beav7 and .,.dlum boC1bors at tacked cllitar1 

tar0ot• at 3ardia and during daylight on January 

2nd 44 Blenhai&a carried out slmllar oporatlona , 

Albania . 

January 2n~ e Udium boi<bers attacked 

El Basan and atartod large tires ln tho centre ot 

the town . 

4. German A1r Porco , 

January 3rd. Enemy activity chiotly 

over Channel and north Sea. R•eonn&1aaa.nce by 

ainglo aircraft cada onr Ola.sgow and Cardltr, 

Weather waa bad and our t1gbtera made no 1ntercept1ona. 

Bight ot Januar1 3rd/4th, About 200 

•n•CU" aircraft operated, main attack waa made upon 

Brlatol ana . 

5 , Aircraft caaualtt.es over and t'rom 

Britt•h Ie loe. 

Entll\y 

Brit leb 

Home Secur1tr, 

NU 

l bomber misel.ng , 

London , 4 tiras a tlll ahowl ng in tbo 

City on tho night ot Januar1 2nd/3rd , Glare waa 

cau,.d by 1:1ou ldar ing debrla which cannot be ex­

tlngulabad until dangerous bu1l41age 1n tlw v1cin1t1 

are/ 
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are demol1sbed. Janu.ary 3rd delayed ac tion 

bomb •xploded whll• b&ing dealt witb; 4 men 

killed and ooe wound&d. 

Ce.rdU'!, 

!fight of January 2nd/3rd , Latest 

cae•al t 1es 48 killed and 160 seriously i njured. 

Many f 1r•• but only about 10 bu1ldit>S• actually 

gutt•d• All tires extinguished by 2 ,a,m, Samo 

n igh t . Roof and window• of Llandatt Catbodral 

oxtone i vely d"""'ged . No key point fac tory 

a.ffected except indirect l y througb interruptlon 

of public ut111ty eerv1cee . 

Br1a tol . 

N1gbt of January 3rd/~th , At tack 

started at 6 : 30 p . c . and continued tbrougbout 

tho n1gbt . Several aer i ou• t1r•s but all under 

control by 6 a . m., altnough not betor• considerable 

damage done to private property and to some rood 

stores and warehouses. Main darn.age ls to principal 

rai lway atatlon. 

Number of fires caused at Satn by in­

cendiary bomb and bigb oxploo1vo bombs but quickly 

brought under control . 

Scattered boJ:tblng occurred in NewcLstl • 

.. et and 1n Lanoae n1re, 



• 
TelelP'&'ll tl'Olll London daUcl 

January 6th, 1941 

.!!!!!! 
Air reconna11eance on Jenuary 3rd ehowed one 

111pper claea cruiser in d ry dock at Breat and 16 U-boata 

at Bordeaux. 

2. H.M . s. "Terror19 was uneuoceaafully attacked 

by 6 eneroy aircraft otr Libyan coaet. 

3. The other 2 l'rench merchant veeaela referred 

to 1n yeeterda.y'a operational telegram have arrived at 

Gibraltar. 

4. A Britieh contraband control vesse l bombarded 

Bulhar ln British Bomallland :yeaterday mornlns and 

demollahed the Resldenc;y. She •• unauccesstully attacked 

by enellll' alrcrett. 

5. British •hip "Nalkora• •••shelled by 2 U-boats 

about 360 miles N.N.s. ot Cape Verde Islande at 2100/2 

and ••• 1aat seen burtUng; some eurrtvora haYe been picked 

up. 

6 . llil1t•ry 

Libya. B7 the evenlno or Janu.ary 4th, 8,000 

prieonera had been captured and operations were proceeding 

eatiaractoril:y. 

7 , The garrison of Bardia waa estimated on December 

3let to be ao. 000 w1 th 80 tleld and medium gun a. 

8. !!Ozal Air Jorce. 

January 4th. During the late atternoon Blenhe1me 
rrom the coaatal coaanand attacked the Hipper cl••• oruiaer 

at 8reet. It 11 believed that direct hlta were obtained. 

In adclltion • 11••• cl••• destroyer 11a1 hit and alao 

anotbar ...... 1 thouQht to be a deatro7er. One Garman 

tighter ••• destroyed and one or our aircraft ie mieaing. 

One/ 
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One HUdaon obtalned a l x dlrect hit• on a three t housand 

ton merchant veaaal and another airorart ecored three 

direct hlts on an BOO ton veaael both orr south Weat 

Norweaian coaat . 

9. lllght er the 4th/5th January . A t o tal or 103 

alrcrart eent out1 

Locallty Tarset 

Bra at Knem¥ cru.11er 

Hamburg and 
Rotterdam 011 

IN1aberg-
Ruhrort Inland port 

lline-laylng 

Lille and Propaganda 
Parle learleta 

NUmber or A1 rcrart 

54 heaV)' bombers 

28 medium bomber s . 

9 heny -ber a 

10 a1rcrart 

2 hea-.y bombers. 

All our alrerart returned aarel y . 

10. Llbya. 

On Jan1U1ry 3rd Blenhe 1ma bo:obar dad Bard1a , 

Tobruk and ene111¥ landing grounds. Three ene111¥ alrerat't 

on tbe ground were h1 t and one Blenheim ia mi Hing. OU.r 

r 1ghtera maintained orrenaive patrola and one Hurricane 

intercepted rive Itali8JI bomber• which were attacking 

H.M.8. "Terror"; the Hurri cane destroyed three or them 

and damaged a rourtb. 

11 . Pbotograpbe eho• that a 10 ,000 ton merchant 

naael •• eunk during attack by our heny bomber• on 

Tripoli barboJ r OD January lat. 

12. Italian l aat Arrica 

On January 3rd a Blenheim dropped bomba OD tha 

uiD quqa at llaaeawa and probebly hit a deatro7er. Three 

other udi- bomber• HYaralJ damaged bW.ld.inga a t two 

Italian baaaa in ltbiopa. 

13. a.man Air roro1. 

JU111ary 4th. snaaay aot1Y1ty waa oh1ari, 
conrined/ 



confined to ahipping reconnaieaances ott our eoaeta. 

Only 10 aireratt came inland two ot which reconnoitred 

Liverpool end Glasgow areae respectively. One enemy 

fighter and one bomber were deetroyed. 

Night of 4th/5th. About two hundred and forty 

aircraft were operating, aa&in attack being directed 

asa.inet Avonnouth area. Mining ie suspected ott various 

&aat coast ports. 

15. Aircraft ceeueltiee in operations over and 

from British Ialee. 

!l!!!!!!l F ightere Bombers 

Destroyed b;f our 
fighter• 2 l 

1\ri ti ab 

2 bombers m1aa1ng. 

16. Home Security 

Cardiff . Night of 2nd/3rd January . Casualties 

now reported 74 killed and 156 se riously injured. 

17. Bristol. During air raid on Briatol n1ght of 

3rd/4th CorYette Orck Roae and one boom veooel alightl;f 

damaged. Coi>Aiderable damage done to coumercial sheds and 

timber yarde. 

18. Night of 4th/5th. Although a few bombs tell 

in Brietol and South Walea area, the main attack wae on 

A•onmouth where a number ot tirea were etarted but all 

were ext1ngu1ebed b7 10 p.m. Damage cannot yet be 

aeeeeee4. At Weston Super Mare, damage wae caused to 

houooa and rail•B:f property but public utility eerYicee 

were generally undamaged . 



71 o F..on urt.ble 

Daer L::r . Pre S ~en\., 

llll lTllM IMIAtlT, 

WAl MllllCTOW, 0 C 

l •nolaiM bo:·tJD • CC4 7 t 

t~e l t••~ re ort reoo!T~ rroa ~ den 

hl!ev• e, 

·1 'I c1 ncor..,1,.. • .• 

P ta:l1o J . R"¢30~elt. 

P:·eaJi!ent c;t U.e 'O'r.! to4 ~ to• or . r tca, 



Telegrllla trom London d&ted •~r.u· ry dth 19,l . 

l . ~· 

Coziander- in- Chier ~editorre.nean 

lfi th the floot 1nuch bor.bardod Bardin on 3rd lllis 

arrived ot Alox~ndria . During these ,er btlons 

enemy aircr aft att~cked on sevar l ooc~sions but 

no damage or c_suelti ee Here sustained apart trom a 

fe\\' ocSU!llt1es i n one .. unboat due to a neflr mi.as . 

2 . Attacks on Ship'Dins. 

One British vessel ( 5000 tons ) woo sunk 

by a subsorine on January 5 t h 250 ttiles north- a, st of 

C~pe Varda islands. 

3. Two east-coast convoys .nd u ohb.nnel 

convoy \·;era nttt;.Cked by enemy aircraft yesterdtiy . 

No drunnse h~s been rol"~rted . 

4 . Royal ~\ir Fo.~. Li bra . 

on Januucy . .;,t.1l Ble~e ~l:ls dc.x:esed ut letost 5 

dispersed a.i l·crat't ut Derna and other landing grounds 

\'lher9 direct hits \IOTO c..lso r ec;ietered on stor s c.nd 

tents . other succedsful rt.ids \Jore carried out ace.inst 

Bardill ond Tobruk \lhich wa~ bol:lbed a~ain on the s111r.e 

night . 

5 . German Ai r Force . 111.:;ht of 5th/6t h . ,\bout 

eo eneiuy s ircrutt \/ere engaged chiefly in the London er•• . 

6 . Air craft ccsu<>J.tias in oporut•ons over and 

froi. the 3ritiah I ules: 

:5:neJOy: l fighter destroyed by ~ur bO:ilbers . 

llr1t1sh: l "1rcr .. tt rll.GSing . 

?. fio:i.e Seourj_ty . 13r1stol . 

Hight of 3rd/ 4th . Cusualties t.re no\. ·1 ven 

'•/ 
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u 91 killed nd 1.5 ur1 ualy 11.3ured . Go.a au J lY 

1o atlll bo.417 ar:eoted arA r.lJO tt:o illter au. ly 

at hl~h level• . AJ.eotr1o1ty lb aon:ial . 

S . .J,vur outb . 

?:1 ~tor 4th/...i'C.h . ~ro ...:.,, rointa 

.. ortt sttr1ou:sly "!"ectod . 

9 . ton\ n -~·· · 111cht or ~th/6th . IJ1nor 

dmage t.o •1lbur't .n .. !.l 7 aorrtcea . l:xter:!1Te 

dono. ·o to t.uildings 1.U t o uia:rict:t tro ;ier ohute 

!nu . 



-- - - . 

J sn uo ry :;Ith , 19111 

p :ma 

~ear Mr . President, 

8RITllH EMIAHV, 

W48HINOTON, D, C . 

I encloee herein a co9y of 

the l etest report r eceived from London 

on the military situation . It wes 

doted Janua ry 7th , 1941 . 

9elieve ma , 

~ear Vr . President, 

Very s i ncerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Fren><lln o. Roosevelt , 

~resident of t he United St~trs of A~~r1ce , 

'.iaanlngt on , D . C. 



TEL!QRl.U :rao;.. Lo:moN DATJ:l> Jt.llUARY 7' 1941 . 

~. 

'!'Wo destroyers wort in collision When 

leaving Pl (so"" words wideoypherable) yesterday 

~ornind . Considerable dezaase occurred to both Shipe . 

~ . During the Libyan oper tions bosidea 

oovering the passage ond unloading ot supply ohipa 

running tror1 .uexandri a to Solllll:I naval un1 t s hs ve 

su9plied 250 tons ot water to the enoy , 18,136 I talian 

prisoners h ve been eve.cu..ted troa l'.ersa u~truh . 

3 , A convo7 ot 12 ships t.as arrived in hoce 

waters trom Sierra Leone \11thout loss . 

4 , Royal Ai r Fores , Januury 6th a Blonhe1m 

sent on a task to North 7/eat Oomony 11119 obliged to 

ablllldon it but instead att•oked 6 5 ,000 ton tanker oft 

the Dutch oo st and obt ~nad a direct hit with a 250 lb . 

bCll!!b . 

5 . ?aght or 6th/7th. /.ll operet1ons were 

ct.ncellad o~ing to weather . 

&. Libya , On 4th and 5th Jo.nuury our Burricuneo 

shot down 7 enemy bombers and 7 tishtors . One Hurricane 

r a iled to return . During the swr.e period be vy and '"edium 

bo=ibers dropped 17 tons or bombs on nilitary obJeotivea 

and shipJ inir t Tobruk and .. t Tripoli \.her e they al10 

dropped 9,000 cor i eS of the Prime l.!in1ster• s speech. 

7. Hooe security , All .1lway serV1cas 1n the 

London area a re no" prectioo.lly noruel o.sai n and at Cal'ditt 

normal trarti c has been resumed . 

8 . ~· There Jtlll la not sufficient 

eV1deooe/ 

J 
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n1deno• to • '1 ·"' ther there re Ley ee-•o 
coc.batant troops 1n It.l)' . Tb.era oeo:!S co doubt 

ho ever th t a l ree z:i1l1t.r, ::.1so1on consisting 

ot •p•oiall•t• n! techD1c1co• 1• 1D : t•l.y an4 

th t the Gostapo 1 • axten41ng its influence . 



' 
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Dear Mr. Prealdent. , 

/F 
-<2' 

lllllTllN lMl4llY. 
WASK IHOTOH , 0 , 0 . 

10th JMnuor~ , 1~ 41 . 

I enclose herein a cop1 or 
the lllt.oet r epor t received frooi London 
on the g~litary a1taat.1on. It 1• aated 
J~nu•~J 8th, lY4l . 

Believe tno , 

Dear ~r . Preaident , 

Ver~ sincerely yo~ rs , 

Tho Honour able 

?ranklln o. Roosevelt , 

President of the United Stat~a of A:aerlca , 
waahlngton , D. c . 



I 
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Telegram received rrom London 

dated January 8th, 1941 

1:!!:!!! 
Nio)\t or 6th/7th, bombers attac~ed Trlpoll 

and one large merchont vessel was hit am1dab1po . 
&xploaion followed and smaller vessel probablf hlt . 
ll. Reported that Northern poru ot O\llt 

of Bothnia closed thlOk !co but southern pcrta being 
kept open bf ice breakers. 

3 . Dan1eh tjorde •re frozen up, no lonaer 
novlg&ble 100 breakers out ot coal . 

4 . Aasear..flnt or dar:aase done t.o ene=y ai reratt. 
bf ships' guntire up to Dece;nber 31st , 1940, tro:n tho 
beginning or tho war 193 deatrofed 91 probable 105 
damaged, ot these Hia Jlelesty'a ahipa and auxiliaries 
accornted for 151 de&troyed 79 probable and 72 damaged . 
5 . Jl111tary 

The following Italian tonnatione have been 
ceptured at Bardia : -

62nd Divialon, remainder ot 63rd Dlvialon 
(thia Division bad already ouetained heavy caaualt!ea 
prov!ouslf) lot (Uarch 23rd) Blackshirt Divialon and 

2nd (October ll8tb) Blacksh.irt Division loea one Legion. 
6 . Roxal Air Force 

Night er 7th/8th. Bad weather - operations 
cancelled . 

7 . Albania 

On Januarf 6th 9 Blonhell08 auccess!"Ullf 
attacked Valone. 

8 . Oe man A1 r Force 

Januaey 7\h. Single ~ne:ey aircraft wore 
aot1ve dur ing tho day over Eastern Ccuntr iea and 8 Royal 

AJ.r/ 
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A1r Force atationa wore att1okod but neither damage 

nor caaualt1es •ero aorioua . 

9 . Night of 7th/8th. No enemy activity reported. 

10. A.irerart ca1u1ltie1 in operations over and 

from British Ialoa: 2 alrcratt dam.god . 



/ 

5 
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;r· 
I RITleH l MIAelY. 

WAIMl lllCTO .. , 0 . C . 

Jenun ry 10 th, 1941, 

D<tnr Mr . Pres1dent , 

I encloao he r oin a copy ot 

tho la c.eet report. roce 1 ved tram LondCXt 

on the a111tary a1tuat1on . It was 

dated January 9th. 

Believe mo , 

Door 14r . President , 

Vary e1necrely youra, 

The Honourable 

Frenklln D. Boooevelt , 

Proeid.ent of the United Siatoo of o\rMr1ca , 

.'la &hinb'"ton , D. o. 



Telegram trcm London dated January 9th. 

1 . !!!!!.· 
On the 8th one aircrafi attacked without eucceaa 

merchant yeeeel or 3 , 500 t one in Bjorne Fiord, 
2. J118ht or 8tb/9th atrons t0l'C8 at heey;y bombara 

attacked Ti rpitz and eh1p bll1ld1ng yarda at WilhelmahaYen 
and dock• at l!lnden preliminary report ot raeulto good, All 
returned aately - weather con41tiona perrect. 

3, !light ot 6th/7th. Aircrafi bombed submarine 
base at llaeeewa, bombe tell near mooring• but searchl ight 
gla"" pre•ented obeerYation at daJ:laEe• 

4. Royal Air Poree . 

Italy on nio;bt at 8tb/9th January . i;aplee, 10 
Wellingtons were eent to attack targete et ~aplee . 

s. oennan Air Poree. 

llisht or 8tb/9th January. llothing to report. 
6. Aircratt caeualtteo in opne.Uone over and trOCl 

the Br1t18h Ielee - none t o report, 
7. Secl"et . Home security, 

On tho afiernoon or January 6th an enea11 machine, 
while dropping bomb• on Coventry, bit a balloon barrage 
cable and broke it , but managed to get away, 



rtr . Pre:s1dent , 

IRITll H fMBAllY, 

WASHINCTO N, 0 . C . 

11th January , 1941. 

I onclooo hero in a copy ot 

the latest r eport received from London 

on the m111t• ry o1tuat1on . It was 

dated the 10th January , 19U . 

Bel1ove me , 

near Ur. Pres1deot , 

Vory e t ncerely yours. 

Tha Honourable 

Prankl1n D. Roosevelt , 

Pres1dont of tho United State!! of A.mert ca , 

Washington , D. C. 



Telegram from London dated 

10th January, 19•1· 

Naval . 

t r1tlah destro1or1 on December 26th &ank one, 
on December 29th captur•d another, and on December 31st. 
captured two &01"6 :otor achoonera being employed bJ 
Italians runnine throU$h to i;&rdia from Tobrulc by 

night . 

2 . EnemJ torea tion of bo-::.bera &ade aeveral unauccesa­
t'ul attacks on British u.n its at Sollu:n a t duak and dawn 
during oper•tiona . One torpedo-bo:ber b•lleved ahot 
down . 

3. Position of our own troops precluded further 
bomberdment o! Sardi& atter 16. 00 January 3rd. 

• · coaatal co,,,.,.nd attacked Hipper Clan eruioer in 
Breat evonlng ot January 9th made two hl~o on her, and 
two on a dJacent docka and the ~ole . 

6 . Dl>ring the week ending January ~th, 636,081 tone 
or llcporte arrived 1n convoy ln United Kingdom, 1nclw11n.g 
large Quant1t1e1 or aeroplanoa, machine tools and 
munlt1ona r rom Canada and Unit ed States and nearly 8 ,000 
tona ot egca. 

6. During tha month of December 2,48:1 tone cargo 
deetlned tar en•IDJ were 101zed l n prize. 

7. Royal Air Foret. 

Night or Januar7 8/9th. Attack on N•plea ••• 
aucceaatul. A atick of bomba dropped 1cro1a the atarn 
or Littorio claaa battleah1p ••• tollo••O b7 dull red 
glow. Hlta were reglatered on qua71, ln dry dock a r ea 

I •llCI 
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and a.mong•t aercbant ~•aaola. Kan7 bomba !ell near 

the railway atatlon and a gaao .. ter was ••t on tire. 

8 . 111.aM ot January 9th/10th. 'l'llo hunclr<ld boobora 

were aont out , or which 136 heavy and mftd1um were to 

attack oil planta at Gelaenkirohon. 

at Rotterdam also attacked . 

9. Llbya. 

Petroleum depot 

Januar)" 8th. 8 Blonhe lme and aaveral Eurricanea 

attacked a tr.nap0rt convoy near 01arabub and caueed 

cona1derable <1al::age . Armoured car patrola are expected 

to have captured the re:ia1nder ot the convoy . HUrricanea 

alao machine-gunned landing gro~nde where two Italian 

bcmbera war• deatro7ed and eleven othera damaged. TUbruk 

waa attacked b7 Blenhe!.ma. 

lo. oenoan Air Force. 

n.tall• not yet avallable. 

Januar7 9th. Our t18)>ter ooci::and carried out 

oxcluaive ottena1va operation• over the Straits, aome 

aquadrona penetrated tho Fronob Coaat at Boulogne without 

encountering ene.Dly airo•att. 

Night ot January 9th/10tb. Enemy aetlvlt7 waa 

on a largo acale, about :no al roratt bolng plotted all 

ovor tba oountr7 and lt 11 dltticult to aoaaaa tbe oain 

obJeotlft• - nwaroua rs.r.a were atarted but the7 ••r• 
• 11 quickl7 undar control and no oerloua milltary damago 

••• HPorted. 
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2' r 

The Honourable 

IR ITllH lMUllY, 

WA$HI NCT0 N, O. C . 

J11nuo ry l } t h , 19111. 

Dear kr . Pt 3&1d• n t, 

I en•~loee here in e copy of 

the lctes ~ rep?r t on the mil1tc ry 

sl tuntlon . It lA do t ed Janua r y 12t h . 

Beli eve me, 

Deer Lr. Pr eaidert, 

Very s inc~rely y0urs , 

Franklin D. Roosev~lt , 

Presider t o!' tne Uni t cd Sta tea of An,r rice , 

Vlcah1 ng ton, D. c . 

-



Telegram reoetv•d trcm Lon~on 

dated January l~th, 1941. 

~ 

1 . Reference t~ P~ynl Air Pores attack 
on l<apleo night ot Jan'>or:r 8th - January 9t h. ::A: 

t elegram Jeruary 10th at leaet ona hit on stern or 
Littorio c l as s , one hit on near at~rn ot Littorio 
class. 

2. Convoy trcm woet suoceesfully pneaed 
through Sicilian Channel eeoorted by crutaere and 
destroyers. 

J . J anucry 10th. South Pantellor io - two 
Italian d•etroyera ai:;hted and er0age~ - one wos &WI>< , 

tho o thel' escaped. Fit t een mtnee ~'ere c11t oN' 

Pentell aria . During theae operation• ~igbt enen:y 
aircratt attacked our rorcee, h o ehipa r>ce.rly mlaoed 
no damage no casualty. Two enemy a1roratt shot down 
by naval elrcratt. 

ti . Reconnaiaaance Kie l on Je.nuai•y 10th 
&bowed floating doeks in the tore ot the Gneiaenau and 
the Scharnhorat t o b• now 911pty. Lutzow and two old 
battlcshipe sighted. Duden in dry dock. Port ot 
harbour not covered. 

5. J)J.rin3 the above aedi t•rranean operation¥ 
the Illustrioua hit by a ben1b Jenuary 10th, haa 
arriveo 1n the harbour . sxtent ot oar~• un~o•n . 

Fi•e airoratt flown ott the Ark Royal have arr1veo 
1atel7 at Wolta. Gallant mined or t orpedoed South or 
Pantellar1a nod her bow blown ott ~nd la procee41!1ir to 
harbour in tow. 

6. !liaht or JGJ'uer7 l Oth-11 th. lle•\7 atr 

attack/ 



-2-

attack on PortL'llOuth - preliminary ,..ports 
oonaidereble "81!1ege to dockyard, R.? . barracks Vernon , 
R.r. hoepitel end o1l fuel depot. Hnor drum:ie to 
D<>lphin. St . Vincent Royal Clarence Y&rd, photoaraphic 
school. 

7, Military. Rumania . It now seems oloer 
that the to t.e.l number or d!viaiona in llum&nio hae 
increaeud to et least eight or which three hove orrived 
durin-' the put two ;reel<a. 

8 . Royal Air Force. Night ot January lOth­
ll th. Sixteen hoevy end 10 ciedium bombera were eent 
t o attack enemy cruiser et Breet. All returned safely 
and e prelimino.ry report clbim& two direct hita on the 
CM1iaer. Some mine-laying wae also co.rried out . 

9. Libya. On night or January 8th-9th tour 
Wellington& nttaoked Bonina aerodrome; large tiree were 
atarted and nt least 12 enen:,y eircratt were eet alight. 
Eight QOre llel1ingtona dropped nore than 8 tone Ot 
bomba on Bongazi harbour nnd hit 5 lard• ahipe. On 
January 10th BJ.ellhel.ma att acked Tobruk three times 
hittin~ thu berracke nnd acme WJel1 ehipe in the 
harbour. On the night or January 9th-10th v.oll1n5tons 
again a t tacked Bonina aerodrome caueins coneiderablo 
d""'8de to a1rcratt end e1ao Barke aerodromo where large 
tirea were &tart ed. 

10. Sicily. On the eame night 9t tona or 
bomb• and incandit.ri ea wore dropped o.t lo!eeeina ho.rbour. 
Cruieer• •nd ship• wer e etrad(!led and bombe tall eoroBa 
tho o1l t enka. 

11. oe ... en Alr f!?roe. January 10th. Soma 
r eoonnaiaaancaa were carried out but enemy activi t y waa 
ne&l1g1ble . 

12./ 
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12, Night ct JliJlusry 10th - 11th. About 

146 enemy aircraft •er< operating or which 25 ware 

mine-laying. Tho attack was almost entirely confined 

to Portsmouth. 

13. llal ta. On January 9th about 12 

Italian bombers approached the Island. Six a ttacked 

the o.orodrome where tnree grounded Wellingtons were 

demaged. Six o!' ~= fighters intercepted and sho t 

down tour enemy aircrart an &.nt1- a1rcratt tire 

destroyed a fifth . Same afternoon 9 German-type dive 

bomber& unsuccessfull y attacked a convoy. Two further 

formations were sighted lat er but did not attack. 

14. Aircraft casualties in operations over 

and from Br1 tiah ! aloe. Enemy by night of January 

9th - 10th : 3 destroyed - by t1J1ti- a ircra1't 2; 

January 10th - 11th: destroyed - by anti- aircraft 2 

probable; destroyed by fighters l; by day January 10th, 

destroyed by fighters 2, probable 2 . llritiah. Lost 2 

fighters - pilots safe. 

15. Ho~.e Security. Portsmouth. In addition 

to naval damage already reported, l argo f i re s took 

place at Central and Harbour stations, ot Guildhall and 

in a timber yard. The power station was damaged and 

water, gaa and electric eerTicea were interrupted. Two 

hoapitale were hit and e vecuated . Fires were still 

burning at 4,30 ~.m. but wore in hand in spite of leek 

ot water . Caauolti• J ao far reported are 70 killed , 

250 seriously injured. 



/ 

04tar f.tr , Pl"oo1dont , 

8RITllH CMIAllY, 

WA$ NIMCTON. D. C . 

14th JlmiarJ , l~Cl 

I onclo1• heroin coploa of 

the latoot r eport• roco1vod from Lendon 

on the military oituat1on. Thoy were 

dated January 12th ond Jonuory l~th. 

Ulliove :ne , 

Deer Mr . Preaic.ent , 

v. r.., etncerolr youra, 

The tonour5 ble 

rrankl t n D. Roosevelt , 

President of the Un ited Statoa of America , 

Waoh1ngton , o.c. 

-



TBLKGl<AP RliCilVl>J) FRO!! LlllllO!l 

DATED JA.;iwn" 12th, 1941 

~· Am/10 . 

Reecue tug •sear.an• attacked by Fokker­

Wul! 250 m1l•• tror.> ~orth-weat Blald E.ay . She 
shot 1t down and took three priaonera . 

2 . sunderlan<I a1roru t sigbt•d and hit with 

acbine-c!'ln tire Fokker-Kult air~ratt !:ortt of 

Rockall p .m./lltb. Thia a1rc1'Qft ia reported down 

1n the aea !lortb of Bordeaux . 

:I . !light or tho 10/ll. Six Swordfish attacked 
ahippin~ and docks at Paler.:o. Hlta "'8Ce on Jetty 

and warohouaes - lerge flros started. 

4. On the 10th llluatrioua wae attacked tour 
t1z:>es by dive-bo:::bere low-level 00:.bers and torpedo 

planes aoo:e or which were Oeraao and sustained aix 

d1roo t hito bj bombs and several more near mleaea . 

Sb• was considerably dau ed. Six dive b=bera and 
two or three othor boc'bera were shot down bJ :f"Ulmars . 

Casualtio• &:I killed , 60 seriously wounded and about 
40 al1c;ht y wounded including several officer•. 

5 . Gallant baa arrived in harbour . Sixty-three 
k1lled or m1ss1ng - 16 wowided no otf1cer oaauolt1es 

reported. Bow bl own ott up to torebulkhead No . l 

boiler room 1t1uck but not br1d~•· 

e. RO\AL AIR FORCE. Night or 10/11. Dry• dock 
at llreet waa heaV1ly bombed by ~ a1rcratt . Two bomb• 

were eeen to !all on bow ot Oer~~n crc 1eer . 11.&ny 
t1rea were atarted. All our a1rcratt returned. 

JanUAry/ 



7. Jamia.ry 11th. lllne r.ediua bocbero 

operating oin!lY •ttack•d ahipping in Dutch 

harbour• and orr the coaat . one i• mi-•ina . 
8 . Might ot ll/12, Fort7-••••n aircraft 
wore aent out - 36 to attack docks and Tirpit• 

at Wilhelmabllven and ll to Royal Araenal at 
Turin; in addition tive t.oavy bombers wore 11nt 

mine laying. 

9 . ~· Hurrleanea ma1nta1nea ofteoaive 

P11trola over Tobruk a~a throughout Januar7 10th. 
Th•. ahot down one enemy tig..tor and destroyed 

al.x othera on the ground with machine cun tire . 

Nl ht ot 9/10 . Oucr bombora 10. ERITREA. 

attacked Italian workohip and airoratt ropair 

dopot - several tires were started. 

11. l!':HIOPlA. Oo January 9th aix ot our 

airoratt divo-bombea an Italian landing ground 

and destroyed two 1t1.chinos on the tround and prob­
ablJ deotro7•d a third . 

12. GEllJAN AIR ~ORCE . Night ot ll/12 . About 
106 enemy a1rcl'9.tt made a ahort concentrated attack 
po London. 

l~. Alrcratt caaualtiea 1n o.orat1ona over and 

from Sritish Iolea. 

BnOll)' I 

Br1t1oh1 

l problb]J by Anti-aircraft 
night ll/12. 

1 bomber ~1aa1ng . 

14. llth. HO!:ll ~L'RITY. Night ot ll/12. Attack 
on London laatod about throe houri and both high 
exploaivea and incendiary bombo wore dropped in more 

tban 60 diotriota; fir•• were atartod but war• ~uickl7 

under/ 



under control . Damato doeo not appear to 

bt.ve been aor 1ou1 . Ch1et 1no1dont occurred 

at an underground ra1lway atat1on in 01ty 

hwero a bomb penetrated a 1ubway. 



=vhA' 112•:£1\'EI> I-RO~ LO::x>llll 
DA.'llll JA Alllr 13th, 1941 

llAVAL 

Oa 12th ooaatll aircraft ado tho 

.followin attack:a . OM 4, 000 tons m&rc.hant 

vessol at entranc• to song• Fiord - attacked b7 

fic;htera , prevonte4 ob1ervat1on r•aults but a-~~· 

cace fro: atom of th• ahlp . ~nother ahlp ot 

,,600 tona in tho 11.&1• area a torpedo mlsBod ahead 

but one bomb b1t t110 art r end ot the ship. On 

2 ,000 tona ~orohant vooool off ~ork'\.m a torpedo 

missod but bombs wcro dropped which i;.Ay ha ve hit . 

2. Convoy ot 31 1hip1 haa just arrived with-

out loss from Sierra Leono . 

3 , •t:morald• na attacked by a1reratt ort 

L1zara on th• n1 ht 01 tbo U,th/13th, suJ)6rr1ctal 

dac.a,e:e rraa near ala•••· 
The •Ad.\tnture • wa a uchine gunned the 

previous nl*'ht ott the weat coast no ser1oua c1.&l;;.Al e 

or eaaualtieo. 

5 , ROYAL AIH •Of:CR . N1 l':t or 12th/13th. 

79 atrcrart were 1ont out; 30 to Lreat (Gercan cru11er) 

24 to aorodro~oe and eh1pp1nB in oocupieu rrance , 7 

to Von1co (o11 tar0at) 2 to arsenal at Turin and 4 

to an oil tar et in Gon.:.&ny , 3 more were aont to drop 

leatleta in ooo~p1od Pranoe . One bo~ber c1~11ng. 

6 . LicYA. On ~th/10th ' E...rricanes 1n the 

course of of'fen11 .... patrola a ... ot down ? ece.::q a1rc:a.tt 

aod de1tro1ed one on the cround wlthout 1011. On 

January/ 



Jllll""l"1 lOtb lf tons 01 bol:'be were droppe4 on 

Tobrul< , one ton on &enE)laz1 hnr bour an4 eeven 
tons on two ltal1an aerodr0i;.01 . 

7 . GiR _j'\1 A.R .CECE . Januar, l~th . 

Onl y a few ooaotol patrols woro reporto4; 
l enemy aircraft wu 4ama ·o4 'b. our 11 htera otr 

Libya an1J anot: .. ur ns probabl1 destroyed over 

Shotlln4e . 

a. N1Sht or 12th/13th. A short on4 concen-

t rated attack wa1 .:.iade on Lonuon doc~a area and 
Thamoo Bstuary 'by obout 120 o1rcratt . 

9 . hO!~ SEC1.l .!TY. At.tac!! on Loo..a.on waa pr1n-

c1pall7 1nceno1ar7. F1rea wore cauoed 1n 2 docko 

and at 3 wa r 1nduatr1al footories 'but all wero 
qu i ckly 'brou,)lt under control and no oor1oua dalloa£e 
has been reporto4. 



--
BRITISH EMUUY, 

WA8HINC:TOH, D. C: . 

January 16th, 19J,il . 

Dear Mr , Pree1dent , 

I encl ose herein a copy ot 

the lateat report received trom London 

on the m111 tar•y e1tuat 1on. It waa da tad 

January 14th, 

Believe me, 

Dear Ur. President , 

very sincerely youre , 

The Honourable 

Prankl1n D. Roosevelt , 

President ot the United States ot America , 

Washing t on , D. c. 



Telearam tram London dated January 14th, 

1 . Naval . "A•turiae• int ercep ted Prench •uen4oza• 
8,199 tona, who llailed trom Uontovideo January 12th p,m, 
near Lobo• !eland. "Mendoza" evaded boarding by anchoring 
in territorial water• "Aaturiaa• l&y ott outside but 1n 
•iSht . 

2 . On January 10th di .,.-bomb1n11 attacks on "Illus-
trioua• and othe r unite wore carried out wi th groat deter­
mination and okill euggoeting Gorman crews, Du.ring the 
ttret attack 2 on""'7 airoratt ehot down by gunfire While 
one lhllmar one Swordt'1eh were ahot down , er••• ea••d. 
Duri ng the second attack Pulmora claimed doatroyed 6 or 7 
eneJ117 aircratt . 

•warepite" al1stitly da:oeged by near llliee. A 
ehadowing eircratt waa aleo ehot down by Pulmara, 

The convo1 which wae paeeed throuih the lled1ter-
ranean arr1Ted at deatinatloo on January 12th. 
4, Bu!Darine "Pandora• eanlc 2 Italian oupply ships 
ort Sardinia on Januar;r 9th a.m. 
5. Rol!l Air Poree, Wi ght ot January 1Jth/14tb, 
Jl bombers were sent out, 14 aaainat shipping in the channel 
port•, and 12 m1ne-lt.)'1na. Preliminary reporte record a 
Ter-y aucc•••tui attack at Lorient . 
6, Bici l Y. On January 12th 10 Well inatono attacked 
Catania aerodrome. Several tires were atarted amon1111t 
bllildinga and a1rcratt and 8Clll9 9 ot which were ... n to bave 
been d8etro1ed, On• aircraft ie mieaina and one landed in 
the Ha but the orew aaved, 

0t....,n Air Poroe, IUaht ot Januar1 l}tb/l4the 
seti•ted that 50 en11117 aircrett operatina or which 30 
were llina-l &Tina. Remainder attacked Pl)'moutb, 

8,/ 



8, Aircraft caa11&ltle1 in operati on• OTer and 
trCUI the Br1ti eb Iel... llnllll,Y Nil . Britieb OM 

aircrat't m11 B1ni• 

9, Hoao Securit7, N1i)lt ot J anuary lOtb/lltb, 
Port smouth, lll•c t ric eupply was partially reetored 
early Janaary 13th. 

10, Night ot Jan\lll ry 13th/14th, PlYl"outh, Attack 
waa ehort; althouah &OIDI aer1ou.a tire• were started all 
were quiokly under control , Gas eupplia1 are temporar-
il7 interrU»ted in PlflDOUth but not 1t DeTOnport, Power 
station wa a hit end the eupply cut ott but it will be 
poeeible t o ewitch aero•• to Sl'id ve,.,. shortly. 
11, Albania, Identification o f tho eleventh 
dlvlelon brini8 the total ot Italian division& in Albania 
to twent7, 

i2. u.s .s.R. 81nc• NoYember lit there ha• been 
continued increase ot the tor e•• in lie• •nd Odeaaa 
militar7 diatri cta and 4 caT11lr7 dl vl aions 35 1ntantr7 
diviaions and 7 tank brisadea are now located in thia 
part ot the countr7. It la thought that 1uch concentra­
tion at tbia eaa1on ia not eolel7 tor detenai ve reaaona 
&lid that an •lll'l•d occuPation ot &aetern woldav11 ia a 
poaeibll1t7, 

Ger .. 07 tend• to auaseat t hia thaor7 . 



Dear ~r . Presid~nt . 

8RITllH lMIAUY, 

WAIHI NCTON , D. C . 

January 16th, 1941 . 

I enclose h~rein a copy or 
the latest r eno"t i•eceived f rom London 

on the military e1tuat.1on. It is doted 

January 15th. 

Believe 'Ile , 

ioear .• r . Presidf"n t, 

Very sincerely yoirr , 

The Honourable 

••ranklln 1,, Hooaevel t , 

Prea1clen t of the Unitud :i tu t. ee of America , 

Weohington, D. c . 



Telesrsm from London dated January 15th, 1941. 

!lavtl. Aa announced in the pr·eea 

•aout . .ampton• wae h1t by bO!!lba trom d1vo-bombore on 

January 11th. £hi• was 180 m1loo bast South Eaot or 
M•lta. Pire ceueed near al'ter t.urt·ete epreed to engine 

J'OOll and maaaz1nea. Owing to rloodin~ or the letter 

3he wee later abandon ed and sunk by our rorcea . 

2. "Eumaeue" British 7472 tone wlth 100 eervlce 

personnel on board torpedoed by U-bQat 120 m.ilea • ee t 

Freetown a.m. January 14th. ~•ported ah1p abandoned 305 

survivor& picked up. No damage wae done to dockyard or 

novel eatabliol\Ments during &1r rsid at Plymouth niaht ot 
January 13th/14th. 

3 , Niaht ot January 14th/15th. 
Six Hudaona wore despatched io a ttack air bases at Stevanger . 

All aircraft h.e,ve returned but detailed report.a not yet 

received. All opcrationo ot bomber cor.iroend wore cancelled 

owi ng to weathor oond1t1oOR • 

4 . Night ot January 13th/14th. Three Blenhoima 

attacked Ha:i;bura and r•iiotered hito on military buildings. 
~ . Greece. Albenia . Jenusry 13th. Six !llenheimo 
attacked Berat. Road bridgoe believed to nave been nit . 
6 . Oel'!Mn Air Force. Night ot January 14th/15th. 

no enecy ect1v1ty reported . 

7 . Rumania . ~otal Oemaa oir~utt in Rwnania are 

now Utic:ated •t abo:.it 250 ot all types . 'fypes include 
Mesoerechmidt 109 Heink~l• 126 Junkoro 62. 

8 . !i!!.l:z Strength ot Ge r"18n aircraft in Italy to 
ootimoted approximately 120 eetabliahod typea . l'ypea 

include lo~ renae bombera end bomber reconneiaa•nce 

(Junker 88 Dornier 17 Hein ... l 111) dive bombers (Junker 87) 

and tranoport (Junker 62) , 
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Dear "r . Preniuent , 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINOTOH , O. C. 

17th January , l\J41 

I u.101 se .ul'e in a cop:i of 

t. e late~ t r eport r ec., i ve ;i frori London 

on t,e ~111tars situation. 

January 16th, 19~1 . 

Lel ieve r•e , 

It we s els ted 

Dear r . • resiuent , 

\ ~ry s incerel , Y·'urs , 

Tile 1 onoura ble 

"· ranklln n. Roosevel t , 

Presiuont of t '1o 11n1 te l States of t.i .erica , 



DhTED .-\ .. M!Y l uth , l.~l 

An •1.rcratt .tro t • owcaatlo 

lo <!o u I' nto Del Eot• ( ru a ) ,20c/1., 

owln t o iack or fuol . Tbe cro•,v of 3 detained 

pen in r 1 lt or ro~ros~nta .~r~ . 

At O'~O/l.u •. ..:.~:on a~r raft return1:i,:. 

fro nt "' op .ratiou dropped two :t.~a.l oo .• t>a on 

t .o a.r to1' a1·t ct 5000 ton i::.cr:t..ar.t voaaol in 

:;ta\·ango .... 01ds . 

~ho co11\0, is or 36 or.1pe !ro. S1orra 

Leone a:.d .,1bralta1• t~avo t1.rrivo aa!'el., in t.~o 

United X!.n o • 

Our1cg ti.• last 6 1.ont1.s 01 1~40 

air raft a1-=a ent 01 crc .. !lnt voaeels ha.a 01\lsed 

the ~ol1Q1;~n ¢&~~•lt1ea to cr.e~ aircraft 

lu <!eotro ed, 9 proLoble and 61 da . .a ed . 

f"ro. t ·• bes1nn1n or tne wor to 

Dec• ver lat , 1 ~O, n•~•l aircraft l:.avo cauaod 
ti.o follow1n._. ce:sualt1oe to 0110. y a1rcral t . 52 

cl .. tro,ocl crrta1n 10 p1•obable , 49 ~a eel. 

RO! AL A .::=: . i 1 t o! .. aouary 

l<;/l6th. l ollvwin tur ots attacJtod: ,/1lt.olmshJ1>en 

•• aval t..aae and dock:,ar at .O:den , 1etrolow:1 at.eds 

at Rot~erda , .. etrol ,;.ar bO"J.r at 1rest, ,.1 .... ,. r claa 

cru1aer . A total of 110 a 1roral't <leopatct.eg on thelO 

op1 rationa . 

J!C-LY. Jon..ar; l.>th . P1'.oto Nph1c 

re conna1aoonco o! Catan1a aerodrome d1aol,aod 30· 40 



a1rcrart burnt out Ol' severoly dana od . 

~here v.-ere tr.ony boob arate1•s on tj.10 u1·'5odroi~e , 

ont1 banco r ·r.as tota~ J vrreoked , anot! • ..ir eeverely 

da~~ ed and h1to have oeeo obtainea on ad.~1n1o ­

trat1ve bu1ld1ngs . 

0 K tt , AIR • ORCE . ll1 'lt of January 

i;;th/l6th. P?·el1'11nary report givco total of 

110 enemy aircraft oporoting over t he Un ited 

K1ngdo:o . Int"rcept1ono by our !1sJ>tero r osulted 

i n the destr~ction oi at least two eneny aircraft 

and a !'urtk•er t\vo dame. ed without l ess . 

Aircraft casualtiea 1~ ope rations over 

and f rom the British Isles . Enemy destroyed 2 , 

dllma._ed 3 . 



--

The HOr>OUl'&ble 

l lUTllH I MIAllY, 

WASHIHCTOH, 0 . C. 

January 20th , 1941. 

Dear Ur . Pr e&1dent , 

I enclose herein copiee of 
tho lototit r eports on tho mill terr 
at t.uetlon . ThC)t ere doted Jonuery 17th 
eno 18th. 

Bclteve ce, 

Deor Mr. Prealdent. , 

Very &1nc~rely y?u r s , 

Ff'tln.tlln o . R006C Vel t , 

Pree1dent or the United St ates of Ame r 1c6, 



Telegrt\rn reoe i ved f rom Lon don 

dated Jenuary 17th, 1941. 

1. Naval. Hie lla joety ' a dce t royor V/ool s ton, 

eecorting a con'fOy sighted } en""'3' S boat• orr 

RaMtich at 2045 houra yeaterday and drove them ort 

befor e they could attack the convoy. 

2 . lled1terrancpn. HeaY)' air attack irade on 

Yalta p. m., January 16th, "Illua tr1oua• apparent l y 

the main objective, hit n.tt but not aeriouely damaged, 

-i>ort h,. near alee anO rt.ceived bad ehektng, M. T. ship 

"Eoaex• badly damaged. Total or 70 aircraft made 2 

attacks tirat by JU 64'1, aecond by JU 87 'e , eacortod 

by Italian fighters . Dive bombing attacka dri ven 

.... 11 home. Our tigh tcra ahot dO"" or dllmoged several 

nach1n•• · A/A guna ditto , and aome by indirect guna 

not known but total cleUI 1a nine certain, three 

probable and two posaible . 

}. Convoys. Two convoys totalling 58 ahips 

have arrived in home watera tro111 Car.ad& wit.bout loae. 

There were 17 t enkere ond 15 csrsoea ot steel . 

4, Royal Air FOrce. Night or January l6tl1/17th. 

86 a1rcra1't were sen t out, or which 81 went to 

W1lhelmahaven docka . The remainde r carried out light 

attacke on oil plent a end on shipping. Five heaY)' 

bomberu are mleaing. 

5. Oermpn Air Force. Night or January l6tq/l7th. 

18} on""'7 a ircra1't operated over tbe oountry, ot which 

l}O were over Bristol area. 

6 . Romo Securi ty. Night of January l6 tq/l7th. 

Bristol, Avonnou th were attacked aarl7 and a number 

ot/ 
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ot tiro1 were started which Mire quickl7 under 

control. A later attack en Avonr><>uth at 2 e.m. 

et arted aeveral a~all ~ree includin~ one at an oil 

cistern which hes alreedy boon put out. At Bristol 

a direo t hit on e gen•ratif\2' station haa cut ott 

electric tt7 1n a lar,c area, but it ie hoped to 

reatoro oupply by tonight . continued bombing eleewhero 

eaueed little demage . 

1 . Jtali!IJ! Ea•t Atricp. Woral" ot the 

Italian prieonera or war in the Sudan ie high 

compared with the morale in Libya which could hardl7 

be lower. Sudan prisoners otton r cte r t o importance 

ot Y.ogadlacto, where euppl1es trom Japan have been 

arriving . 



Telegram received from London 

dated Januery 18th, 1941. 

l l ual. Corvette Rhododendron mined and 

one mine eweeper damaged b7 minee ott Liverpool on 

Jenu•rJ 17th both reached harbour. 13 mi1'88 were 

•XJ>lOded ott Liverpool on January 17th. In addition 

damage to &hips by air raidB on Malta 16 doc,cyerd had 

many hits, damage ceueed to buildings e l ect r ic power 

and telephone service. Enelf"' loaeee now reported 

ten certain one probable five damaged . 

2. Almeda Star with 187 ? . A.A . pereonnel 

on board torpedoed 270 mile• northwest ot Bloody 

Poreland on January 17th further report awaited. 

3, Royal Air Force . Night of 16th/17th 

January. W! l helmshaven DOcka were located by 4ti 

aircraft a.nd attack is doeori b• d aa excellent . Large 

tires pereisted especially et the railway station and 

oil tanke. Sol!:e OXJ>loeiona and tir11a were eterted 

in the docke et <mden and Rotterdam end "pitileee 

re•ulta• reported trom thrae ohennel ports, Thl'Oe 

heavy bombere euccesarully laid down min••· 

4. January 17th Hudeon sighted an eecorted 

convoy or 6 merchant vesselo ott the DUtdl coaat. 

Subeaquentl7 our aircraft obtained direct hit• on 3 

merchant veeaele and alee on a mine layer which wee 

llrt in ~ einking condition; theae ehips formed part 

ot a total ot 40 merchant veeoele and eeven escort 

veeeele moving along the Dutch coaat. 

5, Night or Jonuary 17th/18th. 15 bombare 

eent to Breet but bed weather h .. pared l ocaliaation or 
tara.ie. All r eturned 1atel7. one heavy bomber 

droppe41' 
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dropped loofleta over Northern Fronce. Owing 

t o bed weother over our ae1"0droc>ee all other 

operBt1one concelled. 

6. Gorman Air Force. January 17t h over 

t he Straite and Themes Estua ry. About 60 enemy 

airer.rt petrolling off end ~ehind Cap Grie Nez when 

our fighter• deatroyed one aircrat t end damaged 

enother. I n addition Hurricanes destroyed one 

bomber and dau.aged onotber ot-r tht Br1t1eh coaat. 

7. Airorart caaual t ioa 1n operetions 

over end rrom Britiab Ieloe; Ene'll)' two deetroyed 

by our f1ghtero , two dlL'llaged. Br1t1oh. One :figlll!r 

deetroyed. 

8. Home Security. Night ot January 

16th/17th. >.vonmouth . Large part or the town may 

be w1tbou t gaa ror rour or tho de7a. ll&n¥ tiree 

were prevented by house enO atreot dia tri but1on or 

aand. 

9. Brietol. Some key points will be 

without electric po•.,er unt il January 20th. 

10. Night or Jonuary 17tb/Jenuery 18th. 

lla1n attaclt Swen• .. end laated ror 6 boure . All 

tlree ex tin;;uiahed by 2:JO a.m. lloat damage waa 

done t o non-lllllitary propert y but aome which may 

pro•• aerioua occurred in the Docka. 



- IRITllM lMIASSY, 

WAI MINCTON, 0 . C . 

Jonuery 2let, 194;1 . 

Dear Mr. Preoiden t, 

I enol~so h~ruin o COP¥ of th~ 

latest repor ~ on tho m111tory eituution. 

It !s eo ted Jenunry 19t h . 

Bel J ovt 1ne , 

Dear Mr. Preei~cnt . 

Vory ainceroly 1ours, 

Tho Honourable 

Franklin D. Roose velt , 

President or the United 3tatee or An~Pice , 

Wesninoion, D. c . 



TelegrfUl1 received from London 

dated Januar7 19th, 1941. 

NaYal. Parthian reports oinking with 
torpedo (worda undec;ypherable) 7000 tone ouppl7 
•hip ort C&pe Spartivento, Southern Italy. 

2. On the 18t.h January enelU' alr attack 
on convoy 1n Thanea £atuery caused no damage . 

}. The night or the 18tlv'l9th weot- bound 
channel convoy ott Dovor wo.a sltollod , no damoge 
re Ported. 

A convoy ot 27 ahipo hes arri ved in homo 
PorU rrcm Canada. 

4, Aa turiae bonrdod Prench Mendoza a.111. 
16 llilea !rem the Br&.ltilian coaet in latitude 27 
aeareee aouth. 

5. Tanl<4r British union reported 2120 houra 
January 18th being •helled by enemy raider 650 mill• 
Weet by Soutn or Canary Ieleo. A.~.O. Arowa in t he 
vicinity oboerved aholling, cloeed poaition but 
ehelling .,.aeed before her arrival and she sighted 
nothing but later picked up aome &urv1vore. No 
turther raPort recci•od or AlJMda Star. Search being 
maoe . 

6. o. ... an Air Force. !!!lli· On Januor7 
18th 80 German bombera aaoorted by !ightera made 
high lenl attack• on 2 aerodrome• droppine 40 
1,000 l b. bollba on aaob. Prel1&1nary report• u 
tollowa. 

7, !!altar. Direct bite on one hangar, 5 
airoratt 481nag•d , me.n7 oratera but eerodrome rema1na 

aanioeabla/ 
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aerYiDtablo, Officere ' mttl 18r10ull)' damaged 

te ]lphono conmunicationa cu t and water mains hit. 

8. lo!!il· 2 hangue destroyed and 2 

dama&ad. l airer.rt burnt and another be<lly d.,,..gad 

and (word• W1dec;rpherable) alightly damaged by -b 

apl1ntere. Electric power telephone end water 

eerv1001 out. Aerodrome tempor1,r1l1 uTieervtcoable . 

Only oaau&ltiee reported are 2 e1t111en kil led and 5 

injured. 

9, 11Ye Hurrican11 and 3 Pulmara on patrol 

deetroyed 6 ene1113' aircral't . Anti-oircrart claim 3 

di,..ot hite . 2 l'ull:>ore l oet, but l pilot aaYOd. 

10 . Home Security, 17tly'18th. Swoneua. 

In docktJ hydroulie end eleot rio power eyste~a were 

damaged and dey work 1• nt preeont stopped. National 

Oil aer1ner1e1 temporuily ebut down owing to lad< or 

eleotr1o1ty and ""tor. In one dry dock main ehopa 

and e~roa were gutted 11nd cone iderrsble dao:age caused 

to plant and .. _..ch11:er7. 

11. At We711<>uth aorne damage was cauaed to 

looOlllOtivee and rol ling etook. 



/ lllUTl lN lMl.t.llY. 

WAI HIJICTO li , o.e . 

'l•t January , lC<l . 

Do•r r . Preatdont , 

, encl ae he. e 1.n a cop1 o1 the 

l•teat r•port received fro~ L nJon on 

the t".111tary e1.t-..:&t1on . 

tho ~0th Januor; , 1941 . 

l-..el1evo me , 

.,.t .... , uated 

Deo r t. r . r·roa 1clont , 

\ory al .. corel:,• yours , 

The Iionour a blo 

!:t'ranklin o. kooacvelt , 

rr~ald.{ nt or the ~n1ted .,ta tea ot Ar..eriee; / 

~aah1n£tOn , o. c. 



L 

Toleg,..... trom London ot the 
l<Otb J&n\lAr)'. 19,l. 

.li!.!!.!. 
on Januar7 17th and 10th, a1x escorted rrenoh 

merchant oh1po totalline ~.ooo tone paoood through 
tho Strait• of 01br•ltar. 

2 . At t•cko on ahipping . Ara:ed moroh&nt cru1oor 
"Arawa• :roported on the 19th having picked up on• boat-
load ot aurv1vora trom •sr1t1ah Union .• 
•Ont 1nu1ng. 

SeArch 

~. An aoe:ir re 1d9r 1a reported to ha va ounk two 
llorwegian •whaling• eh1pe 12,200 tone each in tho 
Antarctic water$ eouth or south Geo~ota. 

' · Bri tioh ahip (6,000 tons) has been bombed and 
sunk or harwich. No furthor nows r eceived concerning 
• Al.coda Star• , •zoa l andto• or tho Grook eh1p mentioned 
in third sub-paragraph, pantraph ono oi tho oum.-r.ary of 
tho 17th. 

6. Royal Alr Force . 

Libya. On tlw nieht of the 17th/16th, our air­
craf't dropped 13 tone of' bomb• on 11Tobruk11 and atartod 
a wry largo t1ro near petrol dumpe . 

6. All home operation• on the 16th and the night ot 
the 19th/20th woro cancelled ""ing to weather. 

7. Oenun a1r force . 

Januar1 19th conaldarable enea, activity over 
•hipping oft the eouth and eaot coaata . 
abot down into the ooa by our tigbtera. 

A -bar wao 

Only three ene117 
aircraft penetrated 1 abort dietanco inland over tho soutb­
ltaat Coaat. 

/a. 
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a. Tb• nltht or the l~th/20th . About 150 

enem1 a1rcrw.!t were oper•t1ng o~ w 1ch ~O were mine· 

loy1ng. Activity was ch1ofly over London , ho~o 

countiea an4 liAmpoh1re . 

certa1nly deatroyed d\U"1ns the nigitt , and two aore 

probabl y . 

9 . It.alto . 

Januar,- 19th. Elthty Gerr.an b .. t.ers e1corted 
by several lt111an fie;bt•r• d1vo-b .. ~d the Grand 

harbour and dockyards . Bight or our aircraft inter-

coptod and do1troyed ol1 von en°"'y including ten 

boa~rs, probably destroyed three othera end d&JoApd 

four more . In addition anti-a i rcraft clai m to have 

ahot down a1x bomboro. Ono Eurriceno 11 m1se1n~. 

o.a:ara ••• cauaed to Government property in the <loclcyard 
anu to c 1v111an propertJ •laewhere # no ca,ualt1ea 

roportod . 

lo . Aircraft caaualtle1 tn oporetiona over and 

rroio the BriUah Isloa : 

~nomy Deatr2:1:ed Probable 

by A·A· firo 
1Sth/l 7th 

night of 
l nil . 

by ,l.,l. !1re u!rht o! 
17th/18th l • 

by A.A. fire night 
19th/20th 

or 
2 2 

lritiab: Nil . 

ll. Eome S.curtt1. 

'fhe nifht or tho 19th/20th. llombi ng wu 
1pa1modio and d11t ributod although London and Southampton 
•~•• received chlot att•nt1on. 

Apart trom one ca•• or induetrlal do.maze 1n Eaat 

/ London 
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London and aome dau e to ra 1lway work shopa. and 

publ1e ut111t7 aorv1eoa 1n ~outh&tlpton area, only 
dwoll1ne; houoo pr operty wae attoetod to any appreclablo 
extent . All t1ro1 wero quickly put out . 

12. Road cocrnun1c1tton1 11• blocked by snow 1n the 
llorth -V/ont ot Scotland and to a l eea extent 1n !:orth-
Eaat and Sorth-lfost England . 

E••t Kent are clear. 

All l.&portant roods 1n 
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Deur !Ir . President , 

IRITllH lMUH Y, 

WAIH IHCTOH , D.C . 

:02nd January , 1941. 

! enclose heroin a copy of Lhe 

latest r.,port rece ived Jror.1 London on 

the. 111tary situation . 

tho 21st January , lv41 . 

believe me , 

It was da tod 

Dea1· l'r . President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

Tt.e Eonoura ble 

~ ranklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States oJ Amer i ca , 

nauh1nuton, D. o. 



Toloera~ !rom London of 

Jonuar7 21, 1941. 

1. ~ 

During oeeond air ottaok on !Jalta on January 
1r-th the •1uuat.r1oua• sustatned ae..--1o~a clar.a;e !roe:. 
noar-m1aaos. Port ontino ond one boiler-room out ot 
action - socon. botl r ro°" l•~boa and a -~P holed on 
both o1dee . Jlo tu.rt ho r eaauln t 1u. 

?.. A br1t1sh shi? (7,200 tona) bound tor Alexandria 
wao torpedoed 1n the Gulf ot Athens on January 19th. 
It 1• hoped t1"'t ah• hso reached P1raeua. 
~. Search !'or "Zea land.10 11 and "Almeda Staru bas 

been abandoned. 

4 . Royal A1r Force . 

• anuar, ,oth one nleht ot January ~Oth/~lst. 
All oporatlona c•ncelled owinr to weather. 

6 . Ethiopia . 

On January lath tivo bocbora attacked ·rounded 
aircraft on Italian landing ground and on the night ot 
January 18th/19th the aubo::arine beao at lo:&••••• and a 
concontrat1on ot ~ochln1sed transport tn Casaala aeetor 
were bombed. 

8 . Albania. 

On January l9tb sl>t ~lenha1ms attacked aecbaniaod 
transport ond m111tory tari;ota at llerat and otartod fir ... 

7. Ooncan Air Force . 

January 20th. Enemy aot1v1ty conolsting mainly 
ot reconnalaaanee ott our coaat . Onl7 10 a1rcratt .... 

N1£ht ot January 20th/~lat. No enom7 act1v1ty 

I a. 
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8 . A1roroft ooouol~ioe 1n opo1 .. tions over and 

from Bri tish Io l eo : 

Enemy : by A . A . nieht ot Januuy 19th/20th. 

5 doot1•oyec1. l probable. 2 doma ·ed. 

British: !al. 

9 . liome Security • 

.;..,.r,•••· 1 i?Jlt ot January l7tll/18tb. Cuwal-

ties now r.ported •• ~ killed ond 3( seriously injured. 



Dear Mr . Preaident , 

IAITllH EMIAltY, 

WASH I • CTON, 0 . C . 

24th January , 1941. 

I enclose herein a copy ot the 

latest r eport received from London on 

the military oituation . 

2~rd January, 1941 . 

Believe me, 

It waa dated 

Dear lllr. President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Tho Honourable 

Franklin o. Roosevelt , 

Pr esident o! tho Uni t ed Stat es of America, 

Washington, o . c. 



!!!.!!!· 

• 

Telegram troc London 

or the 23rd January, 1941 

All Bia ua~eaty'e trawler and reecue tug 
saint c:;rue were inined and aunk in Huin'bor aroa 
January 22nd. 

2. An Eaat Coaat convoy unaucceaat'Ully attacked 
'by ene1117 aircraft in Th9.lllea Estuary. 

3. Damaged Italian euba;arine et Laa Pel.mas 1a 

reported to have ret'ueled and to be preparing to leave. 
4. Tonnage or damaged merchant veeeele under 
repair or awaiting repair 61110unta to over l million 
t one . 

5. !lili tary 

By January 21st, our southern column had 
reached a point 26 miles eaat or Toeeenei without 
meeting enemy. 

6. Jtenya , 

Italian SOlllaliland tront. Our troopa have 
occupied an Italian poet 57 m1lea North-eaet or Garieea. 
7, Royal Air Force , 

!light or January 22nd/23N\. 40 airer~ were 
eent to i ndua tr1al target• at Duaaeldorr - all r eturned 
eafaly, Reaulta not yat available. Owing to heavy 
cloud they h•d vary iJ'eat d1t't1eulty in finding their 

primary/ 
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prlaa17 target. llRt f1rH were atarted 1n tbe 
area ot attack wh1ob a sa1ated later e1rcratt. 
several alternate targeta were a l ao attacked. 

II. on .Janua17 28Dd, a1rcratt fl'oa Aden dl'opped 
o'V9r a ton ot bcaba on a atorea depot on .J1but1 -
Ad1a Ababa ra1 lwa7. 

9 . Oermn Air Pore•. 

.January 22nd. Enemy ac t1v1t7 waa cont1ned 
to reconna1aaancea hr a1ngl• a ircraft oft the Xaat 
coaet and Tb&Jaes ••tua17. N1gllt or J•DU&r)' 22nd/ 
2~rd, there was ver7 11ttlo enem7 aot1v1t7. 
10. A1rcrttt caaualt1ea 1n operat1ona over and 

from the Br1t1ah Ialea. 

!!!!!! DBSTROXED DAIUGED 
B7 our t1gbter• 

Bomber• 2 
Brlthb1 l S-ber mlulng. 
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Dear l'r . Prea1dent , 

BRITllH IMIAtt't, 

WAIMIMCTOlll , 0 C . 

~~ro January , 19~1 . 

I onol .au hen1n 1 copy or th• 

l•tcst report reoo1ved lrom London on tho 

M111tary o1tuat1on . 

Jonu•ry , 1041. 

lt wus dated the 23rd 

c;el1eve me , 

Dear •·r . Pree1dent , 

Very sincerely youra, 

Tho lionoura ble 

t· rank Un D. Roosevelt , 

President or the 11n1ted States or Amor1ca, 

.toeh1nrton, o. c. 



Telegram frClll London ot 

January 23rd 1941. 

Naval. 

l. Durinll • lr raids on ll• l ta on January 19th 

1/T ship l!u8ll: reeehod extensive dam&fe to super 

at ructure and on&1ne room. Caaualtloe l~ klllod 
23 wounded. 

~. A damn od Itali•n U boat reported a r r ived Lao 
Palu:ao, Canary Iolande . 

3. "\'ich7• French n:orcbant veaeel •1th car, o o!' 

petrol seized being sent to Cape Town under armed 
guard . 

4 . convo1 or 24 ohlpe arrived 1n h0<1e waters !rom 

Canada including !'ive t•nkera and a1eht cargoes o!' oteol 
and p1g iron . 

1£111tary. 

t> . Sudan . VUr l ead1n troops aio now 20 u1les 

Qcros• the front 1er or l!rythrea . 

Royal Air ~orce . 

6. ~lat and 2lot/22nd. All 01>«r~tions cancollod 

owing to weather. 

7 . Libya. On the niGl>t of the 19th/20th our air-

cratt dropped O\'Or 6 tone 01 baobo on military tor<;•ts 
1n Tobruk. 

a . 61c1ly. 1.n the umo night over 10 tone of H.::: . 
and 2,000 i~cond1ar1oo were dropped on aorodroa:o ot 

Catania •here 7 rrounded aircraft wero seen to catch fire . 

Ono heavy bomber also attacked Br1nd1a1 railway atat1on. 

I 9. 
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9 . Oonnan Air forco. 

Januat"J 21st . ~l1F'ht onear acti'ilt-y too:C 

plaoo . l;.&d weather pro vented intnceptiono b7 our 
t 1p-)'ltoro . 

The night ot tho :<lat/~2nd . 

activi ty reported . 

?lo enoq 

l o . !!alta. Janua ry i<let . Sovoral a1nglo onemy 
aircraft aropped bocbs •h1ch causou daeare to private 
proport7 but none of military 1mport•noe . 

11 . On Ja nuory ~Otb 9 onomy a i rcraft a t tacked tho 

Pireaua Cla.c.a£1Dr£ c&r£O \"eaael . 

sbot down by our fight er s . 

One atrcra..ft was 



/ 
IR ITISH £MUHY, 

WASHINCTON , D. C . 

cl J 27th January, 1941 . 

Dear l.!r . President , 

I enclose herein a copy or 

the latest repor t r eceived from t endon 

on the military situation . It was 

dated tho 25th January, 1941 . 

&llieve me , 

Dear Kr . President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin o . Roosevelt, 

President of the On1 t ed States of Aner1ca, 

\'/a sh1ngton, O. C. 



TelegrUI !rem London ot the 

25th Januacy, 1941 . 

l. !lineteen •hips out of convoy ot 22 have 
arrived in tho United Kingdom from Sierre Leone 
remaining three wore aunk or damaged b7 air attack. 
Cargoes mostly toodstutts. 

2. Westbound convoy ot 36 ships has cleared 
weotorn approaches. 

3. Italian submarine previously reported at La• 
Pal.mas left there early a.m. January 23rd. 

4. British merchant shlp on passage to Durban 
reported being boobed a .m. January 24th 300 miles eaat 
ot the Seysohellos. 

s. Reference paragraph 5 o! telegram ot January 24th. 
Two ahlpa or l,900 and 3,800 tona aro reported sal­
"'gable, but there ia no trace ot the othere. 

s. M1litarz. 

Libya . Forward detocbmonts ot our armourod 
troopa are 35 miles aouth ot Bo:nba and aurrounding 
Uekili. Enemy rearguard ia being engaged aotride 
Bomba-Derna road ten milea aoutb east or Deraa . 

7. Royal Air Foroe. 

Eretrea. 

Fighters of the South African Alr Force abot 
down one Ital ian bomber and damaged 2 othera over Keru 
on January 23rd. 

8. Homa front . 

Night o! January 24th/25th. Six Beautort1 
dropped 3 land minea and 1averal bombs at aub:oarine 
baae or Lorient. Aoourate obaervat1on la not poa11ble. 

I v. 
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9. Corm.an Air Porco . 

January 24th . 

a!ne;le a 1rcratt only . 

No eneMy act1v1ty. 

Coaatnl reconnaissance b7 

lo!ght of January 24th/25tb . 



-
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l•ITISM lMIAllV, 

WASMtMCTO• , 0 C , 

! encl c.~ he1-eir cur 1oe of 

London on the 11tlJto1·y e1 tuut.ion . Tt\ey 

are di. tcd Jvnu&ry 25th t1nd i'6t.h re-u(Ject1vely. 

Believe r.IO . 

Lear ~r. Pr~atdent , 

Very 11ocerel1 yours, 

Tne 'llonour·ttble 

r·rankl1r :: . Roo ttv,,lt. 

Pres1df'"'l or the .:rited tet.-a or t' rlcca . 

~aahl1gton.P. C. 



/ 
Tol"t,rtain i·oce1 vcd rro.u London 

dated JanWlrY 25th, 1>41 

Nineteen ehipa out or convoy or 22 have 
arrived in tho United Kin;.dom t'rom S1errll Leone reM"1n11'jj' 
three were sunk or ~L:ib.ed by a1r ett&ck . carg0ee i:noRtly 
t'oodatuffo . 

2. Vleatl>Ound convoy o! 36 enlp• hoe cl•orod "eetorn 
approachee . 

:I . !talion aut.nar1ne prev1oualy reported et Ln 
Pallr"ba left there early ""'· Jonw.ry 23r<I . 
4 . British merchant ship on peesage to Durban 
reported being bombed a . in . January 24th ~00 miles ous t 
ot the SeyaeheLlea. 

5 . Reference paraeraph G of operational !lo . 24 . 
'1'1-ro ah!p1 of' l~OO and 3800 tontt are reported salvaccttble, 
but therft la no trace or the others. 
6 . r.:1lltory . Libya . FOl'Ward detactun•nte or our 
ar .. iOured troops bre 35 m1Jea eouth of ~be and surrounding 
~eklli . Ene°"' rear~uar<I le bei"O en~a~ed astride somba­
Derna roa.d ten milen south east. ot De rna . 
7. Roxal Air Force . Srlt~ee. Pi.)ltere of the 

South African Air ~·oree sho t down one rtullan bomber 
and d6':11;,Led two others over Xoru on Jonuary 23rd . 
a . Homo rront . !'1t.M of J1>nuary 94 - 2&th . Six 
'eeaurorta dropped 3 lend 1nlne• t.nd aeverel bombs at 
aul:Jm.krine baae of LOrient . Accurat.a obeervat1on 1• not 
poeelble . 

9. Gf'~.ian Air ~orco . Jlrlnuary ?Ath . Coeat.al 
reoonna1saance by •if\l!le aircrart only . lllf;ht or Januery 
24 - 25th. No enemy aot1v1~y . 



Telegram trou1 Lontlon dea t.ed 

January 26th , 1941. 

l . Naval. Hie 1 .. eJest.y ' a .;hip 0 Illu t.riouu" 
at Alexandria p. ~. or Jonuary Z5th, T•O Br1t1ah 

crutaera - part or a covering tor~e - ••re attac&ed by 

Oe.rm&n ttircraft 80 bombers w. •->• W. ot .... tavange1• Ji nuary 

24th w1thoue d'll'l&i• · 

2 . :. Br1t11h ah1p (11°" tone) was sunk by mine 

in Th1111'ftl 'tatuary January ?4th. Hineteen survivo.rt1 out 

or 22. 

J . Military The iiarrison or G1rabub 1 ~~timated 

at 1000 Italian nnu 700 L1by•ns. They are aurrer11111 fro'" 
bad • tar nnd r ood ehortaae . 

!, . k!!Ytl . In aeYer.tl areae our pat!"'Oll are now 

•ell into enemy terr1t.ory. 

5, Ro.val ,.1r Force . January 25th and nli>llt or 

January 25th/26th. lio oiceration .. or hiportance. 

6 . lie<U terrAne&n On night of Janua1•y 2,l rd/24 th 

our aircraft drop ed 2i tona of bo~ba on Li:arltza aerodrou~. 

7. Libya . Cn January 24th three ene"I)' landing 

grounde in Benga11 are• ware attacked at one or ~hich two 
grounded a ircraft wore dru:lagod. 

8 . Eri t rea . On January 24th our bomber• at.tacked 
81eh1a railhead hit.ting station , railw~y tracka and motor 

traneport . our fighters ettacked • tr"in on the r ilw&~ •·nd 

arr""~ co-operat.1on •ireratt bom'bed Uam h,.ngar and machine 

gunned trenclleu. One enemy ail'cran wu probably darlllged, 

another dostroyeo on the ground end • third daD\ged on the 
ground. 

Geri~n Air Fc>rco . Jnnuury .5th. Activity 

negligible and corfined to e i ni;le aircraft. 

10/ 
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10. 111 r.h• or Jam.i•r¥ 25•1\/26•h. °"1¥ 13 

ene .;/' aircraft operati?V""'· So~ Nr·ol"°yln,g a1.1e;.iected . 



/ 
8RITllH ( lllAltY. 

eSFS' W 
WAl .. IMCTON. 0 C 

I enclose ~reln a co•¥ of 

t he latee t. report reeoivod f.rn11 London. 

on the iulli t..ory et tuntion . 

J11nuury nth , 1941. 

P.elieve ''"' ' 

H ia du t~d 

rear l<r. Prealdent , 

v,.r:; l"Cer"el.:t yours. 

The Ronourabl ~ 

?rar.klln t . F.ooeevelt 

Freaident of th~ Jrited .,.tbt.~11 of AI Merlc& . 

aahll'\lft on . L. c . 



Tflllegra11 received tJ'0111 .... onuon 

d.ited January 27th , 1041, 

~· Photoara~hic reconnaiseance or 
Breet on the morning ot Jrnuory 26th eho-od dock being 
rlooded and therefore Oer"'8n cruiser my be intending to 
put. t.o see . 

2 . 2 ex-Atierican deetroyera antl 4 otl.ers ot the 
Ro1al Canadian 1.11vy have arrived in home waters. 
} . 11.edtterrarean. Du1'1n;; the passuge or the 
Illuetrioue to 111.,X•ndria, ene v airorart (words 
undecyphenble) tuiled to locute her but eecorti~a 
crulaer force~ 11ore att.ac&ed by 12 ht~ level tJnd 
18 dive- bombers on ~he ovenina ot January 24th, when 
•bout l} llllles north or llengh&zi . )n spite ot "11111)' 

near rnieee e , no dai1mge ~, &e euat"ined by our ehi1>e; 4 
or 5 a1rcrort believed to have been d&J ._lged. 

4. Attacks on shipping. The •fternoon ot January 
26th East Coast convoy& were bo~bed in the The"~" ~atuary. 
Ono Br i t ish shi p (1600 tone) wee hit ond beached and 
Swedish voeael (20< tone) waa eet on tire , 2 ene..q 
a1rcre r t deetroyed by oecort vessels. 

5 . 1 ene.Ji1 a1rerart wee ahot do•n by a trewler , 
the cr~w or 4 taken pr1aonera. 

6 . ll111t1try Libya. Our troopa are now in 
poeition 10 m1le• eoutheaat of J,orrw wit h forward ele1 ... nta 
overlook.tr~.\\ the town. 

7. :Bul gAr1a The thaw continue a and t.he roeda 
o:;en ln the ylt1.ine. A.ount.&in l aettee believe •lao op.en. 
8. Foyal Air Force. !light of JMu .. ry 26th/27th, 
17 hea")' bombers • •re oent to attac& in~uatrial tar~eta 

ot. Hanover. Roiiorto not yot received. 

9./ 
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9. January 25th, 5 Oauntleta 
dive- bombed ene.r'Qt motor t.nanaporta near Beren tu with 
coneiderable errect . 

10. Albontn . Januot',Y 25 th , mediu111 bombers scored 
di~ct hita on "'111tary targeta near El llaaan. 
ll. llslta !light or January 25th/26th an 

Itali•n fteuplane d 1 eabled oruhing round .lighted 
otr th~ loland; •he crew of 4 ta~en rtaoner. 
12. GerLAn •tr Poree . Jnnusry 6th . Enew 

activity aliF.ht , •lthou~h shi pping attacked in the 
Thar.>e 6Stuary an~ ott ~orfol co&at . Night or January 
26th/,7th. Only one enel:1)' aircraft camos over . 
l.} . :i.i rcrnft c,-.oualt.1en . I n operationo over 

and from Britiah I le . E-• ..,, .;eatr<.,/ed, J uircrart. 
Br! t1ah : nil 

14. Home Securi t y, !liijht of Junuary 25th/26th. 
now reported 2 perachute ml.nee also ao ie high ex .. loaive 
and incendiary bombs dropped at a south ales aerodroi:e . 

Damage alight end overationo not of feotod but 20 military 
personnel killed. 



I 

A" ? p 

The Hohouroblo , 

IRITllN IMIA.llY. 

WASNIMCTO•, 0 C. 

Dear ltr. Preeldent , 

I ~n~lo ~e h•rotn e OOPJ' ot 

tl'.o late ... ~ report rocoiY&d t'r'o:u london 

on the o111tar. e1tuat1on. It was 

dated Jonuory 26th , 1941. 

Boli ·vl.J .e , 

D!te.· JJr. President , 

V-cry atnc rel~· yours 

4 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President or the Vnited Statoe or America , 

~esh1ngton, o. c. 
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TELEGRAtl R:lCEIVED li'RO!.! LONDON 
DATED JANUARY 28th, 1941 

Greek submarine cloilne to have sunk 

3 Italian ships on January 24th. 

12 enemy mines were e xploded , 2 ex­

ploded spontaneously in United K1nsdom waters 

on January 27th. Enemy mine leYing activities 

are being dealt with aotistoctorily and our 

losses by mine are &till very moderate. 

MILITARY 

In the Tobruk area, estimated 150, 000 

gallons or petrol ca,ptured. The wati~r situation 

good. 

ERY'l'!!RE.A 

By the evening of Jaruary 25th , our 

forces were astride the Barentu - Agordot road 

near Agordat, in the Cogni area action hos develop­

ed eucceeatully. Total prisoners now 1,200 in­

cluding 30 Officers. Uam Hagar occupied January 

25th. 

ROYAJ, AIR PORCE 

Night of Januery 2oth/27th. A very good 

attack upon Hanover poet and telegraph office was 

carried out by 16 heeYy bombers. Weather was cleer , 

all bombs dropped in target area starting largo 

tires . Leorlete wore also dropped. Al l our a1r­

cratt returned aetely. 

JANUA!!Y 27th. weoth r condi tiona were 

bad/ 
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bad. At dusk a Beautort dropped a land mine 

near the Port Uilitaire at Breat. 

NIG~ OP JA!!llARX Sl7th/2Bth. 

All operationa cancelled. 

~· 
on Jarnery 26th Blenheim• again bocbed 

It1l11n landing grcunde. OUr tighter& ohot down 

3 C. R. 42 (Fiat biplane) tighter• naar Uechili 

and 2 o. 50 (Fiat monoplnno) tightera near Derno. 

One HU.rrica.ne loet, pilot aate, one Gladiator 

mi oaini. and 2 da:iaged. 

Bil Y'l'!!!!l!A 

88"'0 dey ou airc ott boi:lbed co=ni­

oationa ond oachina gunned e cotor transport in 

the Agordot areG . 

o&.'.lt:Ali m mot; 
January Sl7th. l!!n&'4' acti'fity alil!h t. 

A tew coastal and inland reconnal aaencea by single 

a1rc ... tt . one JU BO bOillbcr ahot down by ent1-air­

crett in Lincolnshire. 

NIGHT OF JA1fUAAX 27th/28. No enemy 

oporat1ona. 

OV:-:R ANJ) ~Ci!ff"s§t~¥A~Trnwi~ O§P.ATIONS 

E!1WI D~':"ROYED 

81 A. A. 

lll'it1 al> 

mm 

l !IOCber 

Nil 

No new mi litary evidence of preparotiona 

tor Gercan move into Spain. 

Reporte ot oeman trcops in Itel:v .,.. 



• 

are atil l con1'11ct1ns no formation yot 

identified. There are probably ao~e Ger~l.8Jl 

troops in eouthorn Italy and Sicily, perhaps 

for guarding aerodromes . Ho evidence ot 

euj"f'1cicnt Gen.an forces tor attack on Malts. 

llll.t.OA,'lIA. 

Preparations to tec111tatc Gel'nan 

move through the cowitry continue end commu.ni­

cationa are being steadily i mproved . 
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