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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON,D.C.

January lst, 194l.

Dear Mr. President,

I beg leave to enclose
herewith a message for you from the
Prime Minister which was received by
telegram late last night.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

’ékw-&, 4-.1‘%&

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Messege for the President
from Mr. Winston Churchill

At this moment when the New Year
openg in etorm, I feel it my duty on behalf
of the British Government and indeed the whole
British Empire to tell you, Kr. President, how
lively is our sense of gratitude end aedmiration
for the memorable declaration which you maede to
the American people and to the lovers of Freedom
in all continents on Sunday last.

We cannot tell what lies before us,
but with this trumpet-call we march forward
heartened and fortified and with the confidence
which you have expressed that in the end all will
be well for the English speaking peoples and
those who shere their ideals.



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

g

2nd January, 1941,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein coples of the

latest reports received from London on
the military situation. They are
dated 30th December, and 3lst December,
1940.
Belleve me,
95'0 Dear Mr. President,
C{"i EA‘DE-D Very sincerely yours,

Oy F{
%o ’ﬁfu:&. Rt

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United Stateas of America,
Washington, D. C.
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Tele gram from London dated December 30th,

Attacks on Shipping. Britiash merchant vessel
(5,000 tons) bombed and set on fire in North Western
approaches yesterday and has been abandoned, Greek ship
(4000 toms) mlso attacked in the same area but no report
of damage received,
2s Yesterday afternoon, a coastal convoy was un—
succesefully attacked by aireraft in the Thames Estuary,
3. It ie understood that progress is being mede with
the elearing of the block in the Kiel Canal referred to
previously.
be On December 28th eight enemy bombers and seven
fighters made two attacks on Sollum but only caused alight
damage. Our Hurricanes shot down one bomber and one fighter
(confirmed) one fighter (unconfirmed) and dammged four
other bombers.
S In the Southern area Italiasns now have four
infantry divisions, part of one armoured division, and
various other units totalling 80,000 - 90,000 men.
[ During the night 29th/30th, twenty-seven aircraft
despatched to attack merodromes in occupied territory,
inlend port at Frankfurt, marshalling yards at Hamm and
docks and shipping at Boulogne, Reports not yet received,
Two ailreraft missing.
Ts German Air Forge.

During raid on Flymouth night of 28th/29th over
a8 thousand incendiaries but only nine high explosive bombe
were dropped. Most damage wae done to dwelling houses,
Casualties now reported at eleven killed and thirty-four

seriocusly injured, ;
a. During December 29th main enemy activity took
Place/
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place over the channel and North 8ea, end the majority
of our fighter ailrcraft were directed against these alr-
eraft for the protection of shipping. Ona enamy bomber
wase probably destroyed and two othere damaged, 8ix
enemy aireraft operated inlend, and Crewe was bombed, one
war factory being demaged, but not seriously.

9. During the night of December 29th/30th an
intense but comparatively short atteck wae made on London
by about 140 ememy aircraft. Attack developed from
18,00 heours to 22,00 hours. Mein attack concentrated
on the City and practically the whole area from 5t. Pauls
to the Guildhall and from the Guildhall to Finsbury

was set on Tire, The roof of the Guildhall was destroyed
and 5t. Lawrence Jewry Church gutted, Various key
points inecluding docks were affected but deteails not yet
available, Up to the present the number of casualties
reported is remarkably small,

10. Aireraft cesualties in the above operatlions
over and from the British Isles,

Enemy: one bomber probably destroyed, 2 bombers damaged.
British: two heavy bombers missing. In assessing com=
parative results it will be appreciated the summaries

of casualties do not include enemy night bomber casualilies

approaching or returning from this country.



Telegram from London dated December 3lst,

Naval,

Two remeining ships of convoy referred to in
telegram of December 26th, first paragraph, have been
located and were expected to Jjoin the main body this
morning. Senior officer of escort reporte that cne ship
of the convoy wae hit above water line end might be one of
the enemy claimed to have sunk,
2. Attacks on ehipping. A British tankers of
8000 tone was damaged by mine off Liverpool yesterday
morning.
i ¥ A convoy of ten ships has arrived safely from
Sierra Leone,

Boyal Air Force,
4. Home Front. Night of December 29th/30th., Owing

to wvery bad weather conditione only ten bombers attached
certain targets in Germany and serodromes in German
ocoupation,

Sa There were no cperations by our bomber ecmmand
during night of 30th/3lst,

(- Home Security. London night of 29th/30th.

Ts All fires are now out except for some smcouldering,

Factories, Ome pletinum factory: work seriously
reduced from loses of gas pressure, One diving apparatus
end one machine tool factory seriously damaged by fire,

Railways., Services to three London rallway
termini temporarily etopped but since resumed, 8ix under-
ground etations temporarily closed.

Public utility. No really serious damage elther
to gas or electric services. Water supply normal except
in eity and other central areas whers pressure 1s low,

Docka/



D

Docke, Some damage to docks and considerable
damage to certain food warehouses in the dock areas,

Tele-communications. One main telephone ex-

change completely cut of service, Central telegraph
office and Phonograms temporarily out of action. London
temporarily net in telephonic communication with Bouth
East England and telegraph service with South and South
East England is seversly interrupted, Communieaticn
between London and important towns in other districts
are availsble,

8. The Guildhall was burnt out as were several
churches and nine hospitale were affected to a varying
extent by firs,

9. Casualties sc far reported: EKilled 89,
seriously injured 314,

10, Roumania. It now seems probable that German
troope destined for Roumania are those of twelfth army.
This army hss recently been in South West Poland and

is commanded by Fleld Marshal List, Average strength
of an army is 10-12 divieions, FProjected train movements
suggest that thie figure may be exceeded to allow for
internal security in Roumania, There are indicaticns

that the Army will include mostly motorised and armoured

divisions,
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

drd Junuery, ludl.

Dear Hr. President,

I encloee herein & copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situstion. It is dated
January lst; 1941.

Belleve me,

RE,, Dear Mr. President,

UNCL?I‘:K JED Very sincerely yours,

Vg, & /d
o tile. Audin

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Pregident of the United States of America,

Washington; Ii. C.



Telegram received frowm London

dated January lst, 1941

Naval.

West Africa. British Naval Control Officer
Lisbon reports thet & French submarine was torpedced and
sunk off Rio de Oro while on the surface escorting & French
tanker which was elsc sunk. No British submarine was in
the vicinity.
2 Attacks on shipping. A Norwegian ship (5500
tons) and & British tanker (8500 tons) were both torpedoed
and sunk by a German submarine west of Dekar on December
2lst end December 3lst, respectively. A Swedish ship
(5600 tons) was damaged by & mine in Liverpool Bay yesterday
afternoon.
3. The west-bound channel convoy was unsuccessfully
attacked by enemy aircraft in the Thames Estuary.
&, Military. No operations of importance reported
from any front officially.
6. Royal Air Force. During daylight on December
&lst, 22 Blenheims were sent out. Fourteen were forced
to abandon thelr tasks owing to weather. 8ix acting
independently cleim the following hits. An anti-aireraft
ship at Flushing, & building at a Dutch aerodrome, a
factory at Cologne and a bridge near Emmerich. Two failed

to return.
8, Kight of 3lst /lst. All operations were cancelled.
7. Libya. On the night of December 29th/30th Tobruk

end an Italian lending ground were bombed and a number of

fires started.

B. Italien Somaliland. Four Hurricenes of the

South African Air Force attacked Barder an aercdrome on
December/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

4th Junuary, 1941.

Dear lir. Frealdent,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the militery situation. It is dated
Junuary 2nd, 1341,

o ‘9_ Believe mea,
4’06&:9 Dear Hr. President,
R

Very sincerely yours,

2% Poete Atln

The Honourable
Prenklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Weshington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

_dated January 2nd, 1641

Navel.
On Janusry lst at Tripoli were 3 cruisers,
4 destroyers, 20 large merchent vessels. Tanker
"British Zeal" reported torpedoed 1850 miles west of
Dakar on December 3lst was still afloat p.m. Jamary
lst and hae been boarded again.
2. Royal Fleet suxiliary "Attendant" mined and
sunk in Thames Estuary a.m. Jamuary lst and anti-
submarine trawler "Bandolero"™ sunk in collision p.m.
Dacenber 50th in Gulf of Sollum,
3. Since the beginning of the war 48,810 ships
British Allied and neutrel have been convoyedj represent-
ing shipping of 166 million gross tons with & cargo
carrying capecity of 260 million tons. Total losses of
ships in convoy amounted to 987,000 groas tons.
4. Mediterranean. An Esst-bound convoy of 4 French
merchant shipe escorted by en armed trawler was inter-
cepted off the Spanish Moroccan cosat outside territorial
waters by § of our destroyeras and is being escorted back
to Glbraltar.
5. On December 30th a Navel trawler was in
collision with & British destroyer in the Gulf of Sollum
&nd senk.
G. Military. Libys. Check of Itelian captured
wer material to Jemuary amounts to: field and medium guns
261, anti-tenk guns 48, heavy enti-aircraft guns 20.
Meny pieces ure unsgerviceable.
T. Albania. Central sector. During the mopping-
up operations Greeks have occupled some helghts end several

small/
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emall villages MNorth East of Keloyre.
B. Epirus sector. Italisns leunched an un-
successful attack with armoured fighting vehicles,
Greeks ceptured one armoured Tighting vehicle and
elght guna.
9. Boyel AMr Force. Night of January lst/End.

A total of 151 aircraft were despatched ms follows:

Locality Target Raided JHo. of Aircraft
BEremen Industrial, shipping 113 heavy and

and transport. 15 medium
Flushing Train ferrys 14 Coastal
"Invasion Docks and shipping 4 heavy
Ports" 4 medium and

1 coastal.

10, All eircraft returned safely except 3 heavy

bombers which crashed on landing., The crew of one sir-
craft 1s safe but crews of other two were all killed
excapt for one person.
8 B ] Ltaly. It is becoming ineressingly evident
that Itelian eir resources are being saverely taxed,
Our bombing of Adriatic ports has forced Italisns to rely
more and more on air trensport and the presence of several
German troop carriers indicetes & serious effort by the
Italians to develop air commnicetions and (some words
undecypherable) mean to do so by themselves. It is
reliasbly reported that the aircraft supply situetion for
Albanian campaign is causing anxiety, especiglly as
regards fighters owing to the requirements of the Libyan
front.
1z, Geruany. Serious railway dislocation resulted
from recent Roysl Air Force raeids on Mannheim mrind-" to
the cutting of the lines between Mannheim and Ludwigshaven;
thie/
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January &th 1940.

Dear Mr., Fresident,
I enclose herein the text of a
message, received late lest night, which I
bheve been Iinstructed to convey to you from
the Prime Minister.
Bellieve me,
Dear Mr, Fresident,

Yours sincerely,

‘?/[w.{t /R_rf,\

The Honcurable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United Stetes,
Washington: D.C.
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“{\\ BRITISH EMBASSY,
' WASHINGTOMN,D.C.

Tth Jenuary, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein coples of the
lateat reporte received from London on the
military situation. They are dated January
3rd, 4th and 5th, 1941.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very aincerely yours,

Rr
U Ctl' v
Nci'ﬁéiﬁa 5 fode. Btln
‘L

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated January 3rd, 1941

Neval

Merchant ships lost by enemy up to December
29th, 1940:

German

250, representing 1,857,000 gross tona
approximately.

Italian

B9, representing 453,000 gross tons approximetely.

In addition 27 ships of 44,000 gross tons
(epproximately) under enemy control or useful to the
enemy have been sunk.
2. Mediterranean In bad weather during the night
of Jenuary lst/End the destroyers escorting Vichy French
convoy to Gibraltar lost touch with 3 of them. Additional
destroyers have been sent to search.
3. Attacks on shipping. A British ship (6500 tons)
not in convoy was torpedoed on the night of January 2nd/3rd.
350 miles North East of Cape Verde Island.
4. Convoys. Two convoys totalling 36 ships have
arrived from Cenada. One British (6400 tons) is feared
sunk., Cargoes included 10 of steel and metels, 9 of
grain, and 3 tankers.
B Italy. A photographic reconnaissance on January
lst showed three 6-inch crulsers, 4 destroyers, and 20
large merchant vessels at Tripoli; and an air reconnaissance
on December 3lst reported a large convoy approaching
Valona.
6. Royal Air Foree. Night of Jenuary 2nd/3rd.
Forty-seven heavy bombers were sent out; 39 to Bremen, 7
to a shipyard at Emden and 1 to an oil target at Amaterdam,.

One/
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One aircraft missing,.
T On the night of January lst/2nd ten Wellingtons
dropped 18 tons of bombs on the port and shipping at
Tripoli. Two or three merchent ships received direct hitas.
All our aircraft returned undamaged.
B, German Alr Force. Night of January £nd/3rd

about 170 enemy aircraft were operating main concentration
being directed against the Cardiff ares. Our night
Tighters damsged one enemy bomber over South coast and
probably destroyed mnother over PFrance.

9. Mreraft casualties in operations over and

from British Isles:

Enemy: by our fighters Destroyed Damaged
By day 1 1
Probable by night i bk 1
Total g 2

British: One bomber miesing.

10, Home Security. Night of January 2nd/3rd.
Cardiff. One ship in docks wae hit. Three gasometers
were hit and gas supplies have temporarily failed,
Extensive demage wae done to private and commercial

property principally in the centre of the city.




TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM LONDON
DATED JANUARY éth, 1941

1 Naval

On January 3rd 8,000 ton tanker mined
180 miles west of Glronde. Alrcraft sent to
attack, 1 located tanker and near missed her.
Reconnalssance January 3rd showed 1 Hipper claas
erulser in dock &t Brest and 16 U-boats at
Bordeaux, During the night of January 3rd and
4th aircraft attacked these U-boats, reports
not yet avallable,

Two ships of French convoy intercepted
off Moroccan comst have arrived at Gibraltar and
other two were expected to arrive yesterday after-
noon, Attacks on shipping., British ship (2,500
tona) sunk by mine in Thamsa Estuary yesterday.

Convoy of ships has arrived in home
weters from Sierra Lecne,

2. Military.
lbania

In the central sector 4 Italian counter=
attacks on [it. Tomor repulsed, Elsewhare nothing
te report.

Sa Royal Alr Force.

Night of January 2nd and 3rd.

Shipyards and rellways at Bremen attacked

by 20 heavy bombers with good results. Five mors
heavy bombers attacked miscellansous bargets. Dur-
ing the same night 3 Blenheims from Pighter Command

carried out offensive patrols agalnat enemy merce
dromes/




serodromesa in Northern France and at the same
time made bomb attacks.

Night of January 3rd and 4th.

Seventy one alrcraft sent to Bremen,
Early reports indlcate this atback very succesa=
ful. One aircraft missing.

Libya,

On nights of January lst/2nd and 2nd/3rd
both heavy and medium bombers attacked military
targets at Bardle and during daylight on January
2nd 44 Blenheims carried out similar operationsa,

Albania,

January 2nd © medium bombers attacked

El Basan and started large fires in the centre of
the town.

4, German Alr Force.

January 3rd. Enemy activity chisfly

over Cheannel and North Sea. Reconnalssance by

aingle alrcraft made over Glasgow and Cardiff,

Weather was bad and our fighters made no intercsptions.
Wight of January 3rd/4th. About 200

enemy slircraft operated, maln attack wes made upon

Bristol ares.

£ Alreraft casualtles over and from

British Isles,

Enamy Nil
British 1 bomber missing,.
(1% Home Sscurity.

Londons 4 flres still showing in the
Clty on the night of January 2nd/3rd. Glere was

caused by smouldering debris which cannot be exe

tinguished until dangerous bulldings in the vicinity
ara,/




are demolished. January 3rd delayed action
bomb exploded while belng dealt with; 4 men
killed and one wounded.

Cerdiff,

Night of January 2nd/3rd. Latest
caskalties 48 killed and 160 seriously injured.
Many firea but only about 10 buildings actually
gutted. All fires extingulshed by 2.,a.m., Sams
night. Roof and windows of Llandaff Cathedral
extensively damaged. No key polnt factory
affected except lndirectly through interruption
of publie utility services,

Eristol.

Night of January 3rd/4th, Atteck
started at 6:30 p.m. and continued throughout
the night. Bsveral serlious fires but all under
contrel by 6 a.m., although not before considerable
damage done to prlvate property and to some food
stores and warshousea, MNaln damage 1s to principal
rallway atation.

Number of fires caused at Bath by in-
cendiary bomb and high explosive bombs but guickly
brought under control.

Scattered bombing cocurred in Newcastle

West and in Lencashire,




Telegram from London dated
Jenuary Sth, 1941

Naval

Alr reconnaissance on January 3rd showed one
Hipper class cruiser in dry dock at Brest and 16 U-boats
At Bordeaux.

. H.M.B. "Terror" wae unsuccessfully attacked

by 5 enemy aircraft off Libyan coast.

- The other 2 French merchant vessels referred
to in yesterday's operational telegrasn have arrived at
Gibral tar.

4. A British contraband control vessel bombarded
Bulhar in British Somaliland yesterday morning and
demolished the Residency. She was unsuccessfully attacked
by enemy aircraft.

E. British ship "Nalkora" was shelled by 2 U-boats
about 350 miles N.N.E. of Cape Verde Islands at 2100,/2
end wes lest seen burning; some survivors have been picked
up.

G Military

Libya. By the evening of Jamuary 4th, 8,000
priscners had been captured and operations were proceeding
satisfactorily.

T The garrison of Bardia was estimated on December
dlst to be 20,000 with 80 field and medium guns,
8. Royal Air Force.

Jenuary 4th. During the late afterncon Blenheims
from the coastal command attacked the Hipper clase cruiser
et Brest. It is believed that direct hits were obtained,
In addition a Mass class destroyer was hit and also
another vessel thought to be a destroyer. One German
Tighter was destroyed and one of our aircraft is missing,

One/
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One Hudson obtained six direct hits on & three thousand
ton merchant vessel and another aireraft scored three
direct hits on an B00 ton vessel both off Bouth West

Norweglan coast.
9. Night of the 4th/5th January. A total of 103

alrcraft sent out:

Locality Target Number of Alreraft
Brest Enemy crulser 64 heavy bombers
Hamburg and

Rotterdem 0il £8 medium bombera.
Duisberg-

Buhrort Inland port 9 heavy bombers
Mine=laying - 10 airceraft
Lille and Propaganda £ heavy bombers.

Paris leaflets

All our aircraft returned safely.

10, Libya,

On Jamuary 3rd Blenheims bombarded Bardia,
Tobruk &nd enemy landing grounds. Three enemy aircraft
on the ground were hit and one Blenheim is miseing. Our
fighters maintained offensive patrols end one Hurricane
intercepted five Italian bombers which were attacking
H.M.8. "Terror"; the Hurricane destroyed three of them
and damaged a fourth.
11. Photographs show that a 10,000 ton merchant
vessel was sunk during attack by our heavy bombera on
Tripoli harbour on January let.
12, Italian Fast Africa

On Jamiary 3rd a Blenheim dropped bombs on the
main quays st Meassawa and probably hit a destroyer. Three
other medium bombers severely damaged bulldings at two
Itelian bases in Ethiopa.
13. German Air Force.

January 4th. Enemy activity wae chilefly
confined,/
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confined to shipping reconnalssances off our coasts.
Only 10 aireraft came inland two of which reconnoitred
Liverpool and Glasgow areas respectively. One enemy
fighter and one bomber were destroyed.

14. Night of 4th/5th. About two hundred and forty
sircraft were operating, main attack being directed
againet Avormouth area. Mining is suspected off various
Eaet coast ports.

15. Mreraft casualties in operations over and
from British Islea.

Enemy Fighters Bombers Total

Destroyed by our
fighters g 1 5

British
2 bombers missing.

16. Home Security

Cardiff. Night of 2nd/3rd Jn-nunry. Casualties
now reported T4 killed and 156 seriously injured.
17. Bristol. During air raid on Bristol night of
3rd/4th Corvette Orck Rose and one boom veesel slightly
damaged, Considerable damage done to commercial sheds and
timber yards.
18. Night of 4th/6th. Although a few bombs fell
in Bristol and Bouth Wales area, the main ettack was on
Avonmouth where a number of fires were started but all
were extinguished by 10 p.m. Damage cannot yet be
asgessed. At Weston Super Mare, damage was ceused to

houses and railway property but public utility services
were generally undamaged.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

January Tth 1941,

Dasr Mr. President;

1 enclosa herein s copy of
the latest report received from London
on the militery situstion., It is dated
January 6&th 1941,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very ainceraly yours

Req

R

e . doe, Ao Adi
i

The Honoureble
Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
Frasldent of the United Stetes of Anerica

Washington,

]
dalea



Telegrem from London dated Jenusry &th 1941,

l. Naval,

Cormander-in-Chief Mediterranean
with the fleet which bombarded Bardia on 3rd hes
errived at Alexandria, During these cperations
enemy alreraft attecked on several coccusions but
no demage or casualtles were sustained apart from a
few cosunlties in one gunboat due to a near miss,

2., Attacks on shipping.

One British vessel (5000 tons) wes sunk
by & submarine on Jenuery 5th 250 miles north-sest of
Cepe Verde islands,

S. Two esst-ccast convoys and a channel
convoy were attocked by enemy aircraft yesterday.
No damage hes been reported.

4, Air Force. Libya,

0o Jenuary 4ih Blenheims dameged et lesst 5
dispersed aircreft et Derna end other landing grounds
vwhere direct hits were also raglstered on storss and
tents, Other successful raids were ocarried out apgainst
Eﬁrﬂin and Tobruk which wes bombed egain on the same
night.,

5., Germen Air Force., Night of 5th/6th. About

80 eneny aircreft were engaged chiefly in the London area,
6. Alrcraft cesuslties in operations over and
from the British Isles:
Enemy: 1 fighter destroyed by our bombers,
British: 1 edroreft missing.
7. [Home Security. Eristol.

Night of 3rd/4th. Casuslties rre now given
e~/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.
January 9th, 1541

“Year Mr. Fresident,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It wae
dated January 7th, 1341,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

}? Very eincerely yours,

.CLA‘Q; y : .dm i /Z.a‘é‘\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



TELEGRAM FROLM LONDON DATED JANUARY 7, 1941,

EE“I;

Two destroyers were in collision when
leaving Pe (some words undecypherable) yesterday
morning. Considersble demage coocurred to both shipa,

2. During the Libyen cperaticns besides
covering the passage and unlosding of supply ships
running from Alexandria to Sollum naval units have
supplied 250 tons of water to the army., 18,136 Ttalien
prisoners heve been evacusted from Mersa Matruh.

3« A convoy of 12 ships hes arrived in home
waters from Sierrs Leonse without loss.

4. Royal Alr Force. January 6th a Blenheim

sent on a task to North West Germany wes obliged to
abandon it but instead attucked & 5,000 ton tenker off
the Dutch coast and obtcined & direct hit with a 250 1b,
bomb.

5. Night of 6th/7th. All operstions were
cuncelled owlng to weather,

6., Libys. On 4th and Sth January our Hurricenes
shot down 7 enemy bombers end 7 fighters. One Hurricane
failed to return. During the same pericd heavy and medium
bombers dropped 17 tons of bombs on military objectives
end shipping et Tobruk and et Tripoli where they also
dropped 9,000 coples of the Prime Minister's speech.

7. Home Security. All railwey services in the
London aree ere now practically nomel egein and at Cardiff
normal traffioc hes been resumed.

8. Jtsly. There still is not sufficient

evidence,/
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

10th Jenuasry, 1941,

Deer Mr. President "

I enclose herein a copy of

the lutest report recelved from London
on the military situstion. Tt ie dated
Junuary 8th, 1941.
Believe mae,
U, 9@0 Desr Wr. President,
‘VC{ﬁ Q‘#O&‘ Very sincerely Yyours,
< O

u}h“‘;.r ’f{fmﬂ. At

The Honourable
Franklin n. Roosevelt,
President of the United 3tates of America,

Washington, D, 0.
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Telegram received from London
dated Jamuary 8th, 1941

Naval

Night of &6th/7th, bombers attacked Tripoli
and one large merchant vessel was hit amidshipa.
Explosion followed and smaller vessel Probably hit.
= Reported that Northern ports of Gulf
of Bothnie closed thick ice but Southern ports being
kept open by ice breakers.
3 Danish fjords are frozen up, no longer
navigable ice breakers ocut of coal.
4, Assessment of demage done to enemy aircraft
by ships' gunfire up to December 3lst, 1940, from the
beginning of the war 193 destroyed 91 probsble 105
damaged, of these His Majesty's ships and suxiliaries
acconnted for 151 destroyed 79 probable end T2 damaged.
5. Military

The following Itelien formations have been
captured at Bardiam:-

62nd Division, remainder of 63rd Divieion
(this Division had alresdy sustained heavy casualties
previously) lst (Merch 23rd) Blackshirt Division and
2nd (October 28th) Blackshirt Division less one Legion,
6. Hoyal Air Force

Night of 7th/8th. Bad westher - operations
cancelled.
Ta Albania

On Jenuary 6th 9 Blenheims succesafully
attacked Valona,
8. rman Alr Foroce

Jemiary Tth. 8ingle enemy aircraft were
active during the day over Eastern Countries and 8 Royal

Mr/






BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 10th, 194l.

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein s copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was
dated January 9th.

Balieve me,
U REGR Dear lr, Preaident,
Unc, R
O

{}E? Very sinecerely yours,

e ’ﬂm&. Afin

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London dated January 9th,

1. |JNaval,

On the 8th one aircraft attacked without success
merchant vessel of 3,500 tons in Bjorne Fiord,

e Night of Bth/9th strong force of heavy bombers
attacked Tirpitz and ship building yards at Wilhelmshaven
and docks at Emden preliminary report of results good, All
returned safely - weather conditions parfect,

3. Night of 6th/7th. Aircraft bombed submarine
base at Massawa, banbe fell near moorings but searchlight
glare prevented observation of damage,

4. Roysl Air Force,

Italy on night of 8th/9th January, Naples, 10

Wellingtons were sent to attack targets st Haples,
- German Air Force,
Night of Bth/9th January, Nothing to report,

6. Aireraft casualties in operations over and from
the British Isles - none to report,
7. Secret, Home gecurity.
On the afternoon of Janusry 8th an enemy machine,
while dropping bombe on Coventry, hit a balloon barrage
cable and broke it, but managed to get away,



BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

1lth January, 1941.

: 7
%}J /A
Dear Mr. Preaident,

1 enclose hereln a copy of
the latest report recelved from London
on the military situation. It was
dated the 1l0th Jenuary, 1941.
Eelleve me,

Dear Mr. Presldent,

ON&EQ@ Yery slnecerely yours,
"QLﬂ S “Op n
u"“'«q'u ﬁﬁﬁ{‘. }g-ipq

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Preasident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London dated
10th January, 1941.

Naval.

Eritish destroyers on December 26th sank one,
on December 29th captured another, and on December Zlat,
eaptured two more motor schoonera baing employed by
Itelians running through to Bardia from Tobruk by
night.

2. Enemy formatlon of bombers made several unsuccess-
ful attacks on British units at Sollum at dusk and dawn
during operations. Ome torpedo-bombar belisved shot
down .

S Poaltlon of our own troops precluded further
bombardment of Bardia after 16.00 January 3rd.

4. Coastal Command attacked Hipper Class crulser in
Brest evening of January 9th made two hits on her, and
two on adjacent docks and the Mole.

B During the week ending January 4th, 836,081 tons
of Imports arrived in convey ln Unlted Kingdom, including
large quantities of aaroplanes, machine tools and
munitions from Canada and United States and nearly 8,000
tons of eggs.

6. During the month of December £,483 tons cargo
destined for enemy were seized in prize.

7+ Royal Alr Force.

Night of January 8/9th. Attack on Naples was
successful. A stick of bombs dropped scross the stern
of Littorio clasa battleship was followed by dull red
glow. Hita were registered on quays, in dry dock area

/ and




and amongst merchant vessels. Many bomba fell near
the rallway statlon and & gasometer was set on fire.

8. Night of January 9th/l0th. Two hundred bombers
were sent out, of which 136 heavy and medium were to
attack oll plants at Gelsenkirchen. Petroleum depot
at Rotterdam alsc attacked.

8. Libys,

January Bth. 8 Elenhelims and several Hurrlcanes
attacked a transport convoy near Glarabub and caused
conslderable damage. Armoured car patrols are expected
to have captured the remainder of the convoy. Hurricanea
also machine-gunned landing grounds where two Itallan
bombers were destroyed and eleven cthers damaged.  Tubruk
was attacked by Elenhelima. Datails not yet avallable.

10. German Alr Force.

January 9th. Our fighter command carried out
exclusive offensive operations over the Stralts, some
squadrons penetrated the French Coast at Boulogne without
encountering enemy airocraft.

Night of Japuary 9th/loth. Enemy activity was
on & large scale, about 310 sl rcraft being plotted all
over the country and it is difficult to assess the maln
objectives - numercus flres were started but they were
all guickly under contrel and ne serlous military damage

was reported.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON,D.C.

January 13th, 1941.
Dear Mr. Prasident,
I enclose herein a copy of
} the lotest report on the militery

sltuation. It ia dated Januery l12th,
Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

,qo Very sincerely yours,

Y, fote At

The Hopourahle
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated Jenuary 12th, 1941,

Hevel
1. Reference to Roysl Air Force attack

on Neples night of January 8th - January 9th. NA:
telegram Jaruary 10th st least one hit on stern of
Littorio class, one hit on near stern of Littorio
cleass,

2. Convoy from west successfully passed
through Sicilian Channel escorted by eruisers and
destroyers.

3+ Januery 10th. 8South Pantellaria - two
Italien destroyers sighted and engeged - one was sunk,
the other escaped. Fifteen mines were cut of'lt
Pantellarie. During these operations eight enemy
aireraft attacked our forces, two ships neerly missed
no demege no casuslty. Two enemy eircraft shot down
by naval eircraft,

L. Reconnaissance Kiel on Januery 10th
showed floating docks in the fore of the Gneisenau end
the Scharnhorst to be now empty. Lutzow snd two old
battleships sighted. Emden in dry dock. Part of
harbour not covered.

5+ During the sbove Mediterrenean operations
the Tllustrious hit by a bomb Jenusry 10th, has
arrived in the harbour. Extent of demage unimown.
Five eirecraft flown off the Ark Royal have arrived
safely at Melta. OGallant mined or torpedoed South of
Pantellaria had her bow blown off end is Proceeding to
harbour in tow.

6. Night of January 10th-1lth. Heavy air

attack/




-2

attack on Portsmouth - rreliminary reporta
ccnsiderable damege to dockyard, R.Y. barracks Vernon,
R.N. hospital end oil fuel depot. Minor damege to
Dolphin. 8t. Vincent Roysl Clarence Yard, photographie
school.

7. Military. Rumaenia. It now Beems clear
thet the total number of divisions in Fumanie has
incressed to et least eight of whieh three have arrived
during the past two weeks,

8. Roysl Air Force. Night of January 10th-
11th. 8ixteen heavy end 10 medium bombers were sent
to ettack enemy cruiser at Brest. All returned safely
&nd a preliminary report claims two direct hits on the
erulser. Gome mine-laying wes also carried out.

9. Libya. On night of January 8th-9th four
Wellingtons attmcked Benina agrodrome; large fires were
started and st least 12 enemy asircraft were set alight.
Eight more Wellingtons dropped more than 8 tons of
bombs on Bengazi harbour and hit 5 large ships. On
Jenuaery 10th Blenheims attecled Tobruk three times
hitting the barrecks end some emell ships in the
harbour., On the night of January 9th-10th Wellingtons
again attacked Benins merodrome causing considerable
demage to aircraft and slso Berke merodrome where large
fires were atarted.

10. 8ieily. On the same night 9 tons of
bombs end incendiaries were dropped at Messina harbour,
Cruilsers and ships were straddled and bombs fell mcross
the oil tenks.

1l1. Germen Air Force. January 10th. GSome

reconnaissances were carried out but enemy mctivity wae

negligible,. 12.)
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12, Night of Jaunuary 10th - 1lth., About
146 enemy aircraft were operating of which 25 were
mine-laying. The attack was ealmoet entirely confined
to Portsmouth.

13%. Melta. On January 9th about 12
Italien bombers approached the Island. Bix attacked
the nerodrome where three grounded Wellingtons were
demaged. BSix of our fighters intercepted and shot
down four enemy eircraft an enti-aircraft fire
destroyed a fifth. Same afterncon 9 German-type dive
bombers unsuccessfully attacked a coenvoy. Two furthepr
formations were sighted later but 4id not attack.

14. Aircraft casuslties in operations over
end from British Isles. Enemy by night of Jenusry
9th - 10th: 3 destroyed - by enti-sircraft 2;

January 10th -~ 1lth: destroyed - by enti-sireraft 2
probable; destroyed by fighters 1; by day Jenuary 10th,
destroyed by fighters 2, probsble 2, British. Lost 2
fighters - pilots safe,

15, Home Security. Portsmouth., In addition
to naval damege mlready reported, large fires took
place at Centrel and Harbour stetions, at Guildhall and
in a timber yard. The power station was damaged and
water, ges end elsctric services were interrupted. Two
hospitale were hit and evecusted. Fires were still

burning at 4.30 a.m. but were in hand in spite of lack

of water. Casualties so far reported are 7O killed,

250 serioualy injured.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON, D.C.

_— 14th January, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein coples of
the lateat reports recelved from London
on the military situation. They were

dated January l2th and January l3th.

&E Ealleve me,

Une Gr |

C, A Dear Mr. President,
Lasy ks

‘fF Very sincerely yours,

Jq;u
'{\ﬂf;{t_ &“{'b\

The Eonoursble
Franklin D. Roocsevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.

=




TELEGHRAM HECEIVED FROM LONDON
DATED JANUARY 12th, 1941

NAVAL. Am/10, |

Rescue tug "Seaman" attacked by Foklker-

Wulf 250 miles from North-west Blald Bay. 8he

shot it down and took three prisoners.

2s Sunderland alrcraft sighted and hit with
machine-gun fire Fokker-wulf aircraft North of
Hockall p.m./11th. This aircraft is reported down
in the sea North of Eordeaux.

3. Night of the 10/1l. Six Swordfish attacked
shipping and docks at Palermo. Hits made on Jetty
and warahouses - large fires started.

4. On the 10th Illustrious was attacked four
times by dive-bombers low-level bombers and torpedo
plenes some of which were German and sustained six
direct hits by bombs and several more near misases.
She was conslderably damazed. Six dive bombers and
two or three other bombers were shot down by Fulmara.
Cesualties B3 killed, 60 serlously wounded and about
40 slightly wounded including several offigers.

Ge Gallant has arrived in harbour, Sixty-thres
killed or missing - 15 wounded no officer casualties
reported. Eow blown off up to forebulkhead No. 1
hoilur.ruou struck but not bridge.

G HOYAL AIR FORCE. WNight of 10/11. Dry-dock
At Brest was heavily bombed by 23 sircraft. Two bombs
were seen to fall on bow of German crulser. Many
fires were started. All our alrcraft returned.

January/
~



T January llth, Nine medium bombera
operating singly attacked shipping in Duteh
harbours and off{ the comat, One is misaing.

B Night of 11/12. Forty-seven aircraft

were sent out - 36 to attack docks and Tirpitsz

at Wilhelmshaven and 11 to Royal Arsenal at

Turin; in addition five heavy bombers were sent
mine laying.

S LIEY¥A. Hurrlcanes malntained offensive
patrols over Tobruk ares throughout January 10th.
The; shot down ome enemy filgiter and destroyed

8ix othera on the ground with machine gun fire.
10, ERITREA. Night of 8/10. Our bombers
attacked Itallan workship and mircraft repair
depot - several fires were started.

1l. ETHIOPIA. On January 9th sixz of our
alrcralt dive-bombed an Itallan landing ground
and destroyed two machines on the ground and prob-
ably destroyed a third.

12, GERMAN AIR FORCE. Night of 11/12. About
105 enemy alrcraft made a short concentrated attack
pn London.,.

13. Alrcraft casualties in operations over and
from Erltish Islea.

Enemy: 1 probably by Anti-aircraft
night 1 .

Eritisht 1 bomber mlasing.
14, 1lth, HOME SECURITY. Night of 11/12. Attack
on London lasted about three hours and both high
explosives and incendlary bombs were dropped in more
than §0 districts; fires were started but were Quiockly
under/













BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.
Janusry 16th, 1941,

Dear Mr, President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military eituation. It was dated
January 1l4th,
Believe me,

Dear Mr., President,

R
UNCEJHADED Very sincerely yours,
bd‘*a‘q’
= %@‘{L /‘;L\é\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerieca,

WEBhingtﬂn, D. C,



Telegram from London dated Janusry 1l4th,

1, Naval, “Asturias" intercepted Prench "Mendoza™
8,199 tons, who sailed from Montevideo January 12th D.m,
near Lobos Island, "Mendoza" evaded beoarding by anchoring
in territorial waters "Asturiag" lay off outside but in
8lght,
2. On January 10th di ve-bombing attacks on *Illus-
trious" and other unitas were carried out with great deter—
mination and skil1l Buggesting German crews, During the
first attack 2 enemy aireraft shot down by gunfire while
one Fulmar one Swordfish were shot down, crews saved,
During the second attack Fulmars claimed destroyed & or 7
enemy aireraft,

"Warspite™ Blightly damaged by near miss, A
shadowing aircraft was aleo shot down by Pulmars,
3 The convoy which was passed through the Mediter—
ranean arrived at destinstion on January 12th,
L. Bubmerine "Pandora™ sank 2 Italian supply ships
off Sardinias on January S5th a,.m,
5. Royal Air Porce, Night of January 13th/14th,
31 bombers were sent out, 14 againet Bhipping in the channel
porte, and 12 mine-laying, Freliminary reports record a
very successfu] attack at Lorient,
6. Bicily. On January 12th 10 Wellingtons attacked
Catania serodrome, Several fires were started amongst
buildings and aireraft and scme 9 of which were seen to have
been destroyed, One aircraft ies missing and one landed in
the sea but the crew saved,
7 German Air Force., Night of January 13th/llth,
Estimated that 50 enemy mnircraft cperating of which 30
were mine-laying, Bemainder attacked Plymouth,

8./
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8, Alrcraft casualties in cperations over and
from the British Isles, Enemy Nil, Britieh cne
aircraft missing,

- Home SBecurity. Night of January 10th/11th,
Portemouth, Electric supply was partielly restored
early Jenuary 13th,

10, Night of January 13th/lhth, Plymouth, Attack
was short; although some serious fires were started all
were quickly under control, Gas suppliee are temporar-
ily interrupted in Plymouth but not at Devonport, Power
Btation was hit and the Bupply cut off but it will be
Poesible to switch across to grid very shortly,

1Xs Albenis, Identification of the eleventh
division brings the total of Italian divisions in Albania
to twenty,.

iz, U.8.8.R, BSince November 1st there has been

eontinued inerease of the forces in Kiev and Odessa
military districts and 4 cavalry divisions 35 infantry
divisions and 7 tank brigades are now located in this
part of the country. It ia thought that such concentra-
tion at this season is not solely for defensive reasons
and that an agreed occupation of Eastern Moldavia is &
possibility, The abeence of defensive messures by
Germany tends to suggest this theory,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

<y T January 16th, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest renort recelved from London
on the military situation. It is dated
Jamary l5th.

Belleve me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sinceraely yours,

R
Y, g flote Bt

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London dated January 15th, 1941,

Neval. As announced in the press
"Southampton" was hit by bombs from dive-bombers on
January 1llth. This was 180 miles Emst South Eagt of
Malte. Pire caused near after turrets apread to engine
room and magazines. Owing to fleooding of the latter
she was later abandoned and sunk by our forces.

2. "Eumaeus" British 7472 tons with 100 service
Personnel on board torpedoed by U-boat 120 miles west
Freetown a.m. January l4th. HReported ship sbandoned 305
survivors picked up. No damage was done to dockyard or
naval estsblishments during air raid at Plymouth night of
January l3th/l4th.

3. Hoyal Alr Force. Night of January 1l4th/15th.
8ix Hudsons were despatched to attack air bases at Stavanger.
All aircraft have returned but detalled reports not yet
received. All coperations of bomber command were cancelled
owing to weather conditions.

4. Night of January 13th/l4th. Three Blepheims
attacked Hamburg and registered hits on military buildings.
. Greece. Albania. January 13th. Six Blenheims
attacked Berat. Road bridges believed to have been hit,

6. Germen Alr Foree, Night of January l4th/15th,
No enemy activity reported.

Pa Rumania. Total German aireraft in Rumania are
now eatimated at about 250 of all types. Types include
Measerschmidt 109 Heinkels 126 Junkers 52,

8. Italy Strength of Cerman aireraft in Itely is
estimated approximately 120 established types. Types
include long range bombers and bomber reconnaissance
(Junker 88 Dornier 17 Heinkel 111) dive bombers (Junker a7)
end transport (Junker 52).
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

AR, 17th January, 194l

he Honoura

Dear Mr. President,

1l ancl ge hereln & copy of
the latest report recelived from London
on the military situation, It wes dated

Japuary l&6th, 1941l.

Belleve me,
Dear lr. Presldent,

R‘qa& Very sincerely yours,
@u "Aﬁaﬁ. /gulé\

ble

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Presldent of the Unlted Stetes of America,

Washington, D.C.



TELEGHAM RECEIVED FROM LONDON
DATED JANUARY lGth, 1usl

An slroraft from the Newcastle
landed at Punta Del Este (Uruguay) 0200/15
owlng o lack of fuel. The crew of 5 detalned
pending result of representations.

At 0230/15 Hudson sircraft returning
from night operation dropped two small bomba on
the after part of 5000 ton merchant vessel in
Stavanger Houada.

The convoys of 38 ships from Slerra
Leone and Gibraltar have arrived aafely in the
United Kingdom.

During the last 6 months of 1940
aircraft armament of merchant vessels has caused
the following cmsualties to enemy alrcraft ;

15 destroyed, § probable and 51 damared.

From the beginning of the war to
December lat, 1940, naval alreraft have caused
the following casualtles to enewy alrcraft, &2
destroyed certain 10 probable, 49 damaged.

ROYAL AIR FORCE. Night of January
15/16th. Following targets attaclked Wilhelmshaven
Waval Ease and dockyard at Emden, petroleum aheds
at Rotterdam, petrol harbour at ELreast, Hipper class
crulser. A total of 110 aircraft despatched on these
operations.

BSICILY. January 15th. Photographic
reconnalasance of Catania aerodrome dlaclosed S0-40
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BRITIEH EmBAS BY,
WAEHINCTON, D.C,

January 20th, 1941.

Dear Mr, Fresident,

I enclose herein coples of
the latest reports on the military
gituation, They are dated Jenusry 17th
end 18th,

—_—
—

Believe me,
Dear Mr, Fresident,

Yery sincerely yours,

R
77 '6‘0,9
jpi:ZQQisfpiiéaij 'ziimig fgL%ﬁﬂ_

héﬁﬁ
{‘1
<

The Honoureble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washingtsn, D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated Jaruary 17th, 1941.

1. Yaval. His Majesty's destroyer Woolston,
escorting & convoy sighted 3 enemy E boats off
Harwich at 2045 hours yesterday end drove them off
before they could ettack the convoy.

2. MNediterrsncen. Heavy air attack made on
Malta p.m., Januery 16th, "Illustrious" apparently
the main objective, hit aft but not seriously damaged,
"perth" near miss and received bed sheking, M.T. ship
*zgsex™ badly demeged. Total of 70 aircraft made 2
sttacks first by JU BL's, second by JU 87's, eacorted
by Italian fighters. Dive bombing attacks driven
well home. Our fighters shot down or damaged several
machines. A/A guns ditto, and some by indirect guns
not known but total cleim is nine certain, three
probable and two possible.

3. Convoys. Two convoys totelling 58 ships
have arrived in home waters from Canada without losa.
There were 17 tankers and 15 cergoes of steel,

4, Royel Air Force. Kight of January 16th/17th.
86 aireraft were sent out, of which 81 went to
Wilhelmshaven docks. The remainder carried out light
attacks on oil plents and on shipping. Five heavy
bombers are missing.

5. Germen Air Force. Night of January 16th/17th.
183 enemy sireraft operated over the country, of which
130 were over Bristol area.

6, Home Sscurity. Night of Jemuary 16th/17th.
Bristol, Avonmouth were attacked early end a number

of/
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of fires were started which were gquickly under
control. A later attack on Avonmouth at 2 a.m.
started several small fires including one at an oil

gcistern which hes alreedy besn put out. At Bristol
a direct hit on & genzrating station has cut off

eleetricity in & lerge area, but it is hoped to
restore supply by tonight. Continued bombing elasewhere
caused little demage.

Te Itali East rica. Mprale of the

Italian prisoners of wer in the Sudan is high

compared with the morale in Libye which could hardly

be lower. Sudan prisoners often refer to importarce
of Mogadiscio, where supplies from Japan have been

arriving.




Telegram received from London

dated Januery 18th, 1941.

¥aval, Corvette Rhododendron mined and
one mine eweeper dsmaged by mines off Liverpool on
January 17th both reached harbour. 13 mines were
exploded off Liverpool on January 17th. In addition
damage to ships by air raids on Malta 16 docikyard had
many hits, demage ceused to buildings electric power
end telephone service. Enemy losses now reported
ten certain one probable five damaged.

2. Almeds Star with 187 F.A.A. persomnel
on board torpedoed 270 miles northwest of Eloody
Foreland on Jenuary 17th further report aweited.

3. Roysl Air Force. Night of 16th/17th
Jenuary. Wilhelmshaven Docks were located by Lb
aireraft and atteck is described as excellent. Large
fires persisted especially et the railway staticon end
oil tenks. Some exploeions and fires were started
in the docks at Emden and Rotterdam end "pitilees
regulta™ reported from three chennel perts. Three
heavy bombers successfully laid down mines.

4. Jenuary 17th Hudson sighted en escorted
convoy of 6 merchant vessels off the Dutch coast.
Subsequently our aircraft obtained direet hits on 3
merchent vessels and also on & mine layer which was
®ft in a sinking condition; these ships formed pert
of & total of LO merchant vessels and seven escort
vessels moving slong the Duteh Coast.

5. Kight of January 17th/18th. 15 bombers
gent to Brest but bad weather hsmpered locallisatlion of
targets. All returned safely. One heavy bomber

dropped/
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dropped leaflets over Northern Frence. Owing
to bad weather over our serodromes ell other

operations cancelled,

6. German Air Force. Jeanuary 17th over

the Straits and Thames Estuary. About 60 enemy
gireraft patrolling off and tehind Cap Gris Wez when
our fighters destroyed one aireraft and dsmaged
another. In addition Hurricenes destroyed one
bomber end damaged enother off the British coast.

7. Alroraft casualties in operations
aver snd from British Isles; Enemy two destroyed
by our fighters, two damaged. British. One figher
destroyed.

8, Home Security. Night of January
16th/17th. Avonmouth. Large part of the town may
be without gas for four or five days. Many fires
were prevented by house and street distribution of
sand.

9, Bristol. 3Some key points will be
without electrie power until Jenuary 20th.

10. Night of January 17th/Jenuary 18th.
Mein attack Swensea and lssted for 6 hours. All
fires extinguishesd by 2:30 a.m. . Most damage was
done to non-military property but some which may

prove serious occurred in the Docks.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASBHINGTON, D.C.

January 2lst, 1941.

Dear Mr. Preasident,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latesat report on the militery situation.
It ig Jdated Jenuary 19th.

Bellieve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very aincersly yours,

R
QM;&H"‘ DEp ﬁ(@n‘&. .@Jf{\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Foosevelt,
President of the United 3tates of Anerica,

Weshington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated January 15th, 1341,

Naval. Parthisn repcrts sinking with
torpedo (words undecypherable) 7000 tons supply
ship off Cape 8partivento, Bouthern Italy.

2. On the 18th Jamuery enemy eir attack
on convoy in Thamee Estuary ceused no damage,

3+ The night of the 18th/19th west-bound
chennel convoy off Dover was shelled, no damage
reported.

A convoy of 27 ships hes arrived in home
ports from Cenada,

L. Asturias boarded Prench Mendoza a&.m.
16 miles from the Brazilian cosst in latitude 27
degress south,.

5. Tanker British Union reported 2120 hours
Jenuary 18th being shelled by enemy raider 650 miles
West by South of Canary Ieles. A.M.C. Arawa in the
vicinity observed shelling, closed position but
shelling cemsed before her arrival and she sighted
nothing but later picked up Bome survivore. No
further report recelived of Almedsn 3tar. 8Seearch being
made,

6. German Alr Force. Malta. On Januery

18th B0 German bombers escorted by fighters made
high level attacks on 2 serodromes dropping LO
1,000 1b. bombs on eech. Preliminary reports as
followa.

7. Halfer. Direet hite on one hangar, 5
aireraft demaged, meny craters but merodrome remains

serviceable/
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serviceable. Officers' mess sericusly demaged
telphone communications eut end water mains hit.

8. Luga. 2 hangars destroyed and 2
damaged. 1 aireraft burnt and another bedly damaged
and (words undecypherable) slightly damaged by bomb
eplinters. Electric power telephone and water
services cut, Aerodrome temporerily unserviceable.
Only casualties reported ere 2 airmen killad and 5
injured.

9. Five Hurricanes and 3 Fulmara on patrol
destroyed 6 enemy eireraft. Anti-asirceraft claim 3
direct hits. 2 Fulmars lost, but 1 pilot saved.

10, Home Becurity. 17th/18th. BSwansea.
In docks hydreulic end eleetric power systems were
demaged and day work is et present atopped. National
011 Refineries temporarily shut down owing to lack of
eleetricity and weter. In one dry dock maein shopa
and stores were gutted and considerable damage caused
to plant and machinery.

11. At Weymouth some dsmege wes caused to

locomotives and rolling stock.



BRITISH EMBABSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I

£lat Januury, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report received from London on
the military situstion. It was dated
the 20th Janusry, 1941.

Eelieve me,

Dear Mr. Presldent,

Rg
pNCLg‘zﬂa&.a Very slncerely yours,

"':"JJ‘ “Q_"{e ﬁﬁﬂ' &- -g -J‘ék_

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London of the
20th January, 1941,

YNaval.

On January 17th and 18th, six escorted French
merchant ships totalling 33,000 tons pPassed through
the Straits of Gibralter,

2. Attacks on shipping. Armed merchant crulser
"Arawa" reported on the 19th having pleked up one boat-
load of survivers from "British Union." Search
eontinuing,

S:  An enemy raider is reported to have sunk two
Norweglan "whalingh ships 12,200 tons each in the
Antarctic waters scuth of South Georgla.

4. British ship (5,000 tons) has been bombed and
sunk of Harwich. No further news received concerning
"Almeda Star", "Zemlapdig" or the Greek ship mentioned
in third sub-paragraph, paragraph cne of the summary of
the 17th.

5. Royal Alr Force.

Libya. On the night of the 17th/18th, our air-

eraft dropped 13 tons of bombs on "Tobruk" ang started
8 very large fire near petrol dumps.

6. All home operations on the 18th and the night of
the 19th/20th were cancelled owlng to weather.

7. Oerman iir Force.

January 18th consliderable enemy activity over

shipping off the south apd east coasts. A bomber was
shot down into the sea by our fighters, Only three enemy
alreraft penetrated s short distance inland over the South-
East Coast.

/8.




8. The night of the 19th/20th. About 150
enemy alrcraft were operating of whilch 35 were mine-
laylng. Activity was chiefly over London, home
counties and Hampshire. Two enemy bombers wers
cortalnly destroyed during the night, and two more
probably.

9. Malta.

January 19th. Elghty German bombers escorted
by several Italian fightera dive-bombed the Grand
harbour and dockyards. Elght of our sireraft inter-
cepted and destroyed eleven enemy including ten
bombers, probably destroyed three others and damaged
four more. In sddition anti-aireraft clalm to have
shot down aix bombars. One Hurrlcane 1s miasing.
Damage was ceused to Government property in the dockyard
and to clvilian property elsewhere, no casualties
reported.

10. Alrcraft casualties in opersticns over and

from tha British Isles:

Znemy Destroyed Frobable
Ey A-A. fire nlght of

16th/17th 1 nil.
By A.A. fire night of

17th/18th 1 L
By A«.A. fire night of

15th/20th 2 2

Eritish: Nil.
11. Home Security.

The night of the 19th/20th. EHombing was
spasmodlic and dlstributed although London and Southampton

areas received chlef attention.

Apart from one case of industrial damage in East
/ Londen
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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£2nd Jenuary, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,
+ enclose herein a copy of the
lateat report recelived from London on
the military situastion. It was dated
the 2lst January, 1541.
Believe me,
F?ff(} Dear Mr. President,
UNCLA#“ ‘-"E,L__} Very sincerely yours,

e A

The Honourable
Franklin D. Rocsevelt,

Fresldent of the United States of America,

Washi ﬁl:__"t on, D:s Cs
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

24th January, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

1 enclose herein a copy of the
latest report received from London on
the millitary situation. It was dated
25rd January, 1941.

Belleve me,
RE. Dear Mr. President,

UNCLS:}‘EADED Very sincerely yours,

Sy,
fugg ) ﬁ%\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Presldent of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London
of the 23rd January, 1941

Naval.
An Hie Majeaty's trawler and rescue tug

Saint Oyrus were mined and sunk in Humber area
January 22nd.

2. An Esst Coast convoy unsuccessfully attacked
by enemy aireraft in Thames Estuary.

3s Damaged Itelian submarine at Las Palmas is
reported to have refueled and to be preparing to leave.
L. Tonnage of demaged merchant vessels under ,
repair or ewaiting repair amounts to over 1 million

tone.

5. Militar
By Jenuary 2lst, our scuthern column had '

reached a point 26 miles east of Tessenei without [
meeting enemy.

6. EKenya.
Italian Somaliland front. Our troops have i

occupied an Italian post 57 miles North-east of Garissa,
7« Royal Air Force.

Night of January 22nd/23rd. 40 aircraft were
sent to industrial targets at Dusseldorf = all returned
safely. Results not yet available. Owing to heavy
eloud they hed very great difficulty in finding their

primary/




primary targets but fires were started in the
area of attack which assisted later aircraft.
Several alternats targets were also attacked,

. On January 22nd, alreraft from Aden dropped
over & ton of bombs on a storeas depot on Jibuti -
Adis Ababa railway.

9. German Alr Force.

January 22nd. Enemy activity was confined
to reconnalssances by slngle aireraft off the Eaat
coast and Thames estuary. Night of January 22nd/
23rd, thers was very little enemy actlvity.

10, Alreraft casualties in operationa over and
from the British Isleas.

ENEMY DESTROYED DAMAGED
By our fighters

Eombers 2 3
British: 1 Bomber missing.
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

g2érd January, 1941.

Desr Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report recelved from London on the
Military situation. It was dated the E23rd
Jamuary, 1941.

Belleve me,
Dear Mr. President,

f?ﬁg{} Very sincerely yours,

Sufy Ep ﬁ:’m‘f& A..ﬂ‘é,\

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

——




Telegram from London of

January 23rd 1941.

Naval.

1. During air ralds on Malta on January 19th
¥/T ship Essex received extensive damage to super
structure and engine room. Casualtles 15 killed
23 wounded.

2. A damaged Itallan U boat reported arrived Las
Palmas, Canary Islands.

S "Vichy" French merchant vessel with cargo of
petrol seized being sent to Cape Town under armed
guard.

4. Convoy of 24 ships arrived in home waters from
Canada including five tankers and eight cargoes of stesl
and pig iron.

Military.

e Sudan. Qur leading troops are now 20 miles

gcross the frontler of Erythrea,.

Royal Alr Force.

6. 2lst and 21st/28nd. All operations cancelled
owing to weather.

7. Libya. On the night of the 19th/20th our aip-
craft dropped over 6 tons of bombs on military targets
in Tobruk.

8. 8ielly. On the same night over 10 tons of H.E.
and 2,000 lncendlarlies were dropped on merodrome of
Catania where 7 grounded aircraft were seen to catch fire.
One heavy bomber also attacked Erindisi rallway station,

/ 9.







BRITISEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

r/ / 27th January, 1941.

Dear Mr. Presldent,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was
dated the 25th January, 1841,
EBelleve me,

Dear Mr. Presldent,

R
‘,wof_ff‘qo Very ainceraly yours,

ﬂ‘i' 4 L.e//'r_r// e

-— )

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram from London of the
26th January, 1941,

1. Nineteen ships out of convoy of 22 have
arrived in the United Kingdom from Slerre Leone
remalning three were sunk or damaged by air attack.
Cargoes mostly foodstuffs.

2. Westbound convey of 36 ships has cleared
western approaches.

i Itallan sublmarine previously reported at Las
Palmas left there early a.m. January 23rd.

4. BEritlsh merchant ship on bassage to Durban
reported belng bombed a.m. January 24th 300 miles east
of the Seyschelles.

- Reference paragraph 6 of telegram of Japuary 24th,
Two ships of 1,900 and 2,800 tons are reported sal-
vagable, but there 1s no trace of the others.

6. Military.

Libya. Forward detaclments of our armoured
troops are 35 miles south of Bombs and surrounding
Melili. Enemy rearguard is belng engaged mstrids
Bomba-Derna road ten miles south east of Derna.

T Royal Alr Forece.

Eretrea,

Flghters of the South African Air Force shot
down one Italian bomber and damaged £ others over Keru
on January 23rd.

B. Home Front.

Night of January 24th/25th. Six Beauforts
dropped 3 land mines and several bombs at submarine
base of Lorient. hccurate observatlion is not posalible.

/9.
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P “Asmuary 27th, 1941,

e

Dear lr.President,
I encloee herein coples of

the two latest reports received from

Lendon on the military situstion. They

are dated Junuary 25th snd 26th respectively.
Believe ma,

Dear kr. President,

0 “?EG Very eincerely yours,
/;{/uﬁ'ﬁ:vf-,

The Honourable
Franklin D.Roosevelt,
President of the United States of hmerics,

Washington.D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated January 25th, 1941

i 1 Hineteen ships out of convoy of 2B have
arrived in the United Kingdom from Sierra Leons remaining

three were sunk or dameged by air attack. Cargoes mostly

Toodatuffs. .
8. Westbound convoy of 36 ships hes cleared western
approachea.

3. Itelian submarine Previously reported at Las

Palmas left there early a.m, Januery 23rd.

4. British merchant ship on passage to Durban
reported being bombed a.m. January 24th 300 miles east
of the Seyschelles.

8. Eeference paragraph 6 of operational No. 24,
Two ships of 1900 and 3800 tons are reported Balvageable,
but there is no trace of the othera.

G, Militery. ILibya. PForward detachments of our

arvoured troops are 35 miles south of Bomba and surrounding

Mekili. Enemy rearguard is being engaged astride Bomba-

Derna road ten miles south east of Derna.

Te Roysl Air Foree. ZEritrea. Fighters of the
South African Alr Force shot down one Italian bomber
end demaged two others over Keru on January 23rd.

B. Home front. Night of Jenuary 24 - 25th. 8ix
Beauforts dropped 3 lend mines end several bombs mt
submarine base of Lorient., Accurate obeervation is not

Possible,

9. Germen Air Force, January £24th. Coastal
rmmmhnmehummcumuﬂuuh Night of Januery

24 - 85th. Mo enemy activity.




Telegram from London dated

January 26th, 1941,

ik Naval. His Majesty's Ship "Illustrious"
at Alexandris p.m. of Jemuary 25th. Two Eritish

cruisers - part of a covering force - were attacked by
German eireraft B0 bombers W.5.W. of Stavanger Jenuary
24th without damage.

2. A British ship (1100 tons) was sunk by mine

in Thames Zstuary January 24th. Nineteen survivers out
of 22, ;

L Military The garrison of Girebub is estimated
at 1000 Italian and 700 Libyana. They are suffering from
bad water and food shortage.

L. Eenya. In several areas our patrols are now
well into enemy territory.

5. Hoyal Adr Force. dJanuary 25th and night of
January 25th/26th. No operations of importancs,

6. Mediterranean On night of Jamuary 25rd/2Lth
our aireraft dropped 2§ tone of bombe on Meritza serodrome,
Ts. libya. On Jamuary 24th three enemy landing
grounds in Bengazl area were attacked at one of which two
grounded aircraft were damaged.

8. Eritrea. On January 24th our bombers attacked
Bishia railhead hitting station, railway tracke and motor
transport. Our fighters attacked a train on the raillway and
army co-operation aireraft bombed Umm hungar and machine
gunned trenches. One enemy aireraft was probably damaged,
another destroyed on the ground and a third damaged on the

ground,

9. German Air Force. January 25th. Activity

negligible and confined to single airoraft.
lo/
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BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTOMN, D.C.

January 29th, 1941.

REGRaDE
D
UNCLAS Sz

Daear Wr. Fresident,

I enclose hereln a copy of

the latest report recelved from London

on the militsery situation. It is dated

Jamaary 27th, 194l.

Belleve ms,

The Honourable

Franklin D.Roosevelt.

Tear Mr.President,

Vary sincerely yours,

Ntz
s

Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Telegram received from London

dated January 27th, 1941.

Naval. Photographic reconnsissance of
Brest on the morning of Jenuary 26th showed dook being
flooded and therefore German crulser mey be intending to
put to sea.
2. 2 ex-American destroyers and i others of the
Royal Canadisn Navy have arrived in home waters.
3. Mediterranean. During the passage of the
Illustrious to Alexandria, enemy aireraft (words
undecypherable) failed to locate her but escorting
cruiser forces were attacked by 12 high level and
18 dive-bowbers on the evening of January 24th, when
about 130 miles north of Benghazi. In spite of many
near misses, no demoge was sustained by our ships: 4
or 5 alreraft believed to have been damaged.
[ Attecks on shipping., The afterncon of January
26th East Coast.convoys were bombed in the Thames Estuary.
One British ship (1600 tons) was hit and beached and
Swedish vessel (2000 tons) was set on fire, 2 eneuy
alrecraft destroyed by escort vessels.
5. 1 enemy aircraft was shot down by a trawler,
the crew of L taken prisoners.
6. Military Libya. Our troops are now in
position 10 miles southeast of Derna with forward elements
overlooking the town.
7. Bulgaria The thaw continues and the rosds
open in the plains. Mountain passes believed also open.

a. Boysl Alr Force. Night of Jenusry 26th/27th,

17 heavy bombers were sent to attack industrial targets

at Hanover. Reports not yet received.
; 9./
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9 Erythrea. January 25th, 5 Gauntlets
dive-bombed enemy motor transporte near Barentu with
considerable effect.

10, Albania. January 25th, medium bombers scored
direct hits on military targets near Fl Basan.,

11, Malta  Night of January 25th/26th an
Italian seaplane dissbled eruieging round slighted

off the island; the crew of 4 taken prisoner.

12, Berman Ar Force. Janusry 26th. Enemy

sctivity slight, although shipping attacked in the

Thames Estuary and off Norfolk coast. Night of January
26th/27th. Only one enemy airecraft cams over,

13. Alreraft Casualties. In operaticns over

and from British Isles. Enemy: Destroyed, 3 aireraft.
British: nil

14. Home Security, Night of January 25th/26th.

Now reported 2 parachute mines also some high explosive
and inecendiary bombs dropped at a south Wales aerodrone.
Damage slight mnd operations not affected but 20 military

personnel killed.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C,

. January 30th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I encleose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the militery situation. It was
dated Januery 268th, 1941,

Beliave me,
H Dear Mr. President,
EG Very sincerely yours
U Ra ! ik
NCLHhJﬂED Ké |
JG‘M 4274-&

Tne Hohourable,
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

WBBhinE'tﬂn, D.Cs



TELEGRAL RECEIVED FROM LONDON
DATED JANUARY 28th, 1941

BAVAL

Greek submarine claims to have sunk
3 Italian ships on January 24th.

12 enemy mines were exploded, 2 ex-—
Ploded spontansously in United Kingdom waters
on January 27th. Enemy mine laying activities
are being dealt with satisfactorily and cur
lossee by mine are stlll very moderate.

KILITARY

In the Tobruk area, estimated 150,000
gallong of petrol captured. The water situation
goods

EHVTEREA

By the evening of Jamary 25th, our
forces were astride the Barentu - Agordat road
near Agordat, in the Cogni area action hes develop-
ed successfully. Total prisoners now 1,200 in-
eluding 30 officers. Umm Hagar ocecupled January
25th.

ROYAL AIR FORCE

Night of January 26th/27th. A very good
attack upon Hanover post and telegraph office was
earried out by 16 heavy bombers. Weather was clear,
all bombs dropped in target area starting large
fires. Leaflets were alsoc dropped. All cur air-
eraft returnsd safely.

JANUARY £7th. Weathor conditions were
bad/




bad. At dusk a Beaufort dropped & land mine
near the Port Militaire at Brest,

NIGHT OF JANUARY 27th/28th,

All operations cancelled.

LIBYA.

On Jamery 26th Blenheims again bombed
Italian landing grounds. Our fighters shot down
5 0.R. 42 (Fist biplans) fighters near Mechill
and 2 G.50 (Flat monoplene) fighters near Derna.
One Hurricane lost, pilot safe, one Gladiater
missing and 2 damaged.

ERYTHREA

Bame day our aircraft bombed commuini-
cations ond machine gunned s motor transport in
the Agordat arews.

GERUAN ATR FORCE

January 27th. Enemy activity slight.
A few coasstal and inland reconnaissances by single

aireraft. One JU BO bomber shot down by anti-eir-

eraft in Lincolnshire.

OF J. Y 27th/288. Ko enemy

operations.

o new military evidence of preparations
for German move into Spain.

ITALY
Reports of German troops in Italy are
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