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IRITllH t MIAllY, 

WASMINCTOM, 0 C • 

8111 !81 

.Janu.or1 }let , 1941 

Dear Mr. Preaident, 

I enoloe• herein a copy or 
the lateet report r eceived from London 

on the military aituation. It was 

dated January 29th, 1941 . 

!elieve mo , 

Doar Mr. Pro11dent , 

Very aincerely yours, 

The Honourabl e 

Fronklin D. Roosevelt, 

Preaide.nt or the United Stotee or America, 

'il'aahington , D. o. 



'l'elerrem reoeived trom London 

dated Januar7 29th, 1941. 

b!!!· 
l , Three Viob7 Frenoh • ubmarinea eacorted b7 

a eloop paaeed Gibraltar weatbound P.M. the 28th. 

2, Frenoh merchant veaeel "Mendoza• intercepted 

ott South American coaat on the 13th hae arrived at 

Aaceneion Ialand. 

3 , "Westcott• on eecort dut7 wae damaged in 

collieion with "Bluebell" P.M. 28th, 140 mile• weet bJ 

North ot Blood7 Porelan4 and ie proceeding to harbour 

under her own atee.m. 

4, Coaatal Command on the 28th oarried out 

nearl7 all normal patrol• and also patrols aa tar aa 

Do1111&rk Strait and Iceland watore. 

5, On tho 27th Navel lt/C attacked enemy convo7 

ott Eaet Coaet or 'l'un1e1a. one merchant veaael 4,000 

tone wae eUJllc and one ot 6, 000 tone damaged b7 

torpedoes, aevoral near-lllieaee alao made with bomba. 

6, Jiol!l J.ir Poree, lt/C attacked NaJ)lea 

aerodrome and railwe70 and Catania aerodrome on the 

night ot the 27tb,118th. Attaoka appeared auooeeetul. 

7, 8wedi•h 1111robant veHel reported eight1nr 

en01D7 raider 126o 1.1.1. ot New Guinea A. M. 27th. 

8, Jhp•nia. Identitication ot further OalW&ll 

d1v1a1on br1D(a total Illini- n1mber to 10 including 

tlu'e• or tour al'llOured and tc 110toriHd, or whiola 

tour 1noludinr one armoured and one motorised are 

pl'ObablJ 1n Dobrud~•· Tiie total d1T1-• •7 be 

aonaldarablJ 111gbar. 
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9, l!ol!l Air loroe. on the n11ht or 

27tl\/28tb ••••D he•YJ' boabere att acked two aerocll'oWlea 

1n 810117 and one at Baplea aoor1na direct h1 ta OD 

l>u1ld1na• and •tarting .. ••ral r1Na. ~ other 

beaYJ' boabera attacked central atatioD with aood 

reeult. . 

10, Op•yp A11' Po roe, Janua n 28t h Y1a1b1l1 ty 

waa wu7 poor OD account or low c l oud and m1a t . 11:1oem7 

opel'ation• •11&ht and carl'ied out b7 eingle eiroratt 

•blob dropped a r.,.,, boabe thl'oqh the clouds on London 

borouaha and al•o at Pol't...,utb. 

ll . Bight or 28t)\/29th, Some m1ne-la7in1 

auapeoted b7 a rew en11111 e1roratt. 
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llU TllM lllllAllY, 

W• SHI NCTO• .o.c 

Jenuer1 }let, 1941. 

Deer Mr . Prc•1dont , 

I enclose here1n e copy or 
the l a t est roport on the militory 

situation. It ia doted January 30t h . 

Believe mo, 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very alncerely ,-oure, 

J;~p 

The Honourable 

Frnnklin D. Rooeevdlt , 

President or the United Statee ot America , 

Weehington , D. C. 

-



Tdev• NC>eind tl'Olll London 

dated J anuaey }0th, 1941. 

l , !!anl. u a rHult ot U-bo o.t a ttack 
OD • -•ard bound COD\'07 2}0 allea •Ht ot Irebnd 
a , $. J anua17 29th, three ehipa totallinS 14,500 tone 
""" •\IDie and a 10,000 ton tanker waa damased. Thia 
U-boat wao beiDS well hunted. 'l"lro othar ah1pa ot 
t hia con.,07 wel"e attacked b7 aircraft wuo t ot Bl ood>' 
Poreland; turther reporta awaited. lo Britleh merchant 
Yeaeel report• be ina shelled b7 an ene1117 raider 800 
allee wea t ot Preetown p , 11, Januar7 29th. Another 
Yeeael , the "At'ric Star", believed ol eo attacked 1n 
about the a 81De poei tion. 

2 , "British Union • attacked on Januar)' 16t h 
b7 a r &ider ••• t ina.117 torpedoed and aunk at lllidniSht 
on Januar7 18tb/19 th. 

3. lo Sunderland a1roratt eacortilli a convo7 
in the northWH terD approachea touiht end aer•ioual7 
~ed P.W. C<lndor a . a. Januar;,' 29th. Tiie alr SUM•r 
in the tormer waa wounded. 

4 , on Janua17 29th reconnaiHance airer.rt 
obaar.-ed oDe or aewral •DeaT -rchant YHeele outaide 
Tripoli harbour atrlke a a1D• whioh exploded under the 
t orepert. BM waa photoi;r~bed nll down b7 the bowa. 

5 . It 1• reported that at Tobl'lll< the pert 
ia open to ••• trt.tt1c. Cap Oior aio completel7 auttad, 
OODa1derable 4_,. to tJ>e quqe and cranea. There are 
a number ot a\IDl<en vaHel• in the herbcur and a aood 
-'ber ot l1ghtere and ..all oret't . Plent7 or coal and 
.. ter, tb• booa detencu eo per oent et'ti01eDt and 
1Dt•l'D81 o.,......ioatl ODa attio1eDto 

6./ 
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6. 11111tarz. 

l!!!Z!· At 7:15 p.m. on Janu&ry 26t h 
South Arrlcan troopo reached the landlng ground 
capturlft$ 1to1t.le. Indlcation or ene107 wi thdraw.i rrom 
the 1to7ale area; rorward troope in contact wlth the 
en•1t1 on torwerd •lopee ot e•c•l"J:IDlnt. 

7. Royal Air force. Nlght or January 29tb/ 
}0th. Thi rty-two heer.r bomliore were eent to attock 
WllhelllehaYen dock.a . Report• not yet recelYed. 

6. German Air Force. January 29th. 
R1con114l1eance tllghte lncludlng bombing b7 17 alrorart 
only. 

9, Nl&ht or January 29t))/JOth. Thlrty- eight 
raldera were plotted rroa the Dutch coaot who •ielted 
Eaet Angl ia on~ the east LOndon area . 



BR ITISH t MIAS$Y, 

WASHINCTON , 0 . C . 

Februar y }rd, l 94l. 

Dear Mr . Preai(!ent , 

I encloee herein copi ee of the 

letest. r epoi· ts on the mili tary eituetion. 

They ero dated Janua ry )let and Februery 

l st. 

Belie ve rr.e, 

Deer Mr . Pr esident, 

Vef"Y sincerely yours, 

The Honourabl e 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of t he United States of Amer ica , 

Washington , D. c . 



Telesrem received trom London 

dated Januar7 }lot, 1941. 

l , Royol Alr Porco. }Otl\/}lot. Weather 

prevented all operotlone. 

2. Albania . On January 28th l onem,y 

aircrert ores deetro7ed b7 <lladiator e. 

} . OezwOJI Air Poree . Januery }0th, 47 

enemy atrcrart .. re operattno and b7 t &.Ling adYantage 

ot loor (•o- word• undecypherable) they dropped a 

tew bOmba in nrioua local! tiea in oou theaat Rngland 

nnd also in London nren. One J.88 crashed on the 

Saet Coast. 

4. }Otl\/}l at . No enemy activity. 

5. Greece . 2~ enemy aircraf't re connoitred 

Crete and bombed He raklion 29th, 



, 

Telearam reoeived from London 

d•ted Pebruery let, 1941. 

1, !!!!!!• Dnonahire intercepted the 

Prenoh merchent ve .. el Dealr•de, who hed 1500 t roope 

on boerO, 650 mllea eouthweat or Freetown a . m. 

January )lat. Thle ahip wa1 reloeaed later. 

2. Suez Canal dredger bombed and sunk 

Lok• Timeah a,m. Ja~uery 30th. Parachute minoe have 

been dropped in canel which i• cloeed temporerlly, 

3, Bad weather impeded cocstal aircraft 

pa trola on Je.nuary }lat but ac:.e were flown and 

convo7a in Northweetern approachea were escorted. 

4 . Norwegian ve•••l 1436 tons attacked by 

aircraft 7,40 January Jlot 5 milee south of Lendo 

End , ehot it do1m ln tlarr.ea 40 yards ahead of the 

•hip. 

5. Other attecke by aircraft on January 

}let included one on a ehip in Slit Coaat convoy, an 

attack on er.other Baat Coaat oon•o7, and attacka on 

one unknown and one Belgian ahip in Nort.hweat 

approechea. The laet we.a al10 attacked on Januer1 

30th. 

6. Reports by aurvivore or the Britiah 

ahlp att•cked by raider 800 mile• we•t or Freetown, 

1rd1cated •hlp 111$7 have bean eunk by Adniral Scheer 

aupported by anned ..erchant raider. 

7, German Alr fOrca. Janua17 Jlat. J>1ght7 

enemy alroratt were operating or whlch 23 entered 

central London area. workina individually, they 

drOppeO/ 
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dropped their boalbe t!>rough low cloud• and aleo 
attacked •hipping in tho ThO.meo oetuary with 

low- levol machine gun r1re. One creebed in Su.eaex, 
ane another wao prol>&bl7 doetroyed b7 figbtera near 
Yarmouth. 

8. A1rcra~t ceaueltlee in operation• 
over and trom. Britiab Ialea: 

German Do•troied Probable 
By Norwegian •hip 1 nil 
Cruhed l nil 
B7 tigh~ra nil 1 

Totala 2 1 

Britiah nil nil 

9. Homo Security, Paylight 30th January 
caeualtioe in tho London area 13 killed one 59 

aeriou1ly 1nJured. 

10. Paylight 3let January. Bombing 
occurred 1n 25 L-ondon borou.h• end caused one aerloua 
tire . A radio rectory was hit. buL no aerioua etteot 
on p~duotion 1~ e xpected . Three hoepitala were 
de.ma.gad. Nine barrage blllloons were ahct do•n 
including eix in London area. 



-
IR ITllH lMIAUY, 

WAI HINCTON, 0 .C . 

Febru• r y 4th , 1941 

Dear Mr . Preoident , 

I enclose herdin a copy of 

the leteat r eport rece i ved from London 

on the milit•ry situetion . 

dated Fet>ruar y 2nd, 19 41 . 

It was 

~lieve me , 

Dear Mr . President, 

Very s i ncerely yours , 

The Honourable , 

Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

President of the United States of A:ilerica, 

Washingt on, D. C. 



Telegram rrom LondDll dated February 2nd. 

!!!!!· 
British ship "Troilus" reported euepicioue veseel 

one hundred and oighty milee weet or Seychellee a . m. the 

tiret. She h.ae not answered ei gnala since then . Coeetal 

aircrart patrole continue to be hsmpered by weather . 

2. P, 11. January 3l&t. TWO aircraft probably German 

bombed and hit vessel conveying Ital ian prisoners near Sidi 

&arrant . She drir ted ashore but the Italians panicked 

and about tirty were drowned. 

Rolo! l. Air Force. on the night or l!'ebruary 1st/ 

Pebruary 2nd three Beaurorte sent to attack enemy cruieer 

at Brest. 

4. Thirteen heavy bombers attacked docks and shipping 

at Boulogne. 

Libya. On January 3lat med1um bombers dropped 

f our tone o~ banba on Barca aerodrome scoring hits on the 

b3-rracks and on one grounded aircrat"t. Fighters aloo mech-

ine-gunned aerodrome and concentrations ot motor transport , 

On• C. R. 42 was shot down by Hurricanoe at Benina. 

6. The night or the 3let/let Wellingtons rran Malta 

dropped ten and a hal r tCl'le of bcmbe on eh1pping i n Tripoli 

harbour. Damage wae caused in docks , one ehip wee eet on 

rtre and anot her daaaged. All aircrart returned aately. 

Greece . On January 31st six medium bcmbers 

surprised Italian troop• and dropped rour tone or bOabe 

int'licting oone1.iarable dalTBge, 

8. Ge,...n Air Force , February let and night or 
February let/2nd enemy actiYity was almost negligible , 

Suez canal , !Darly on January 30th enemy ail'-

cratt dropped bombs and mines between Suez and Iemal1a, 

Traffic in the canal ie teaworar1ly au spended. 
10, / 



l C. Mal ta, On mom ing ot Ptbruary h t one 

Italian boaabor escorted by 12 Italian tighter• tlew 

over the l•land. Hurricane• ahot down two ot the oecort, 
one on land and one into the aea . 

11. AlrcreJ'l; caeualtiee ln opera tiono in and 

OYer the British Ielta: Br1t1eh two boo:here ..ioeing. 

12. Home Security, Daylight January i'1tt , 

Caeual tioe in London area were 26 killed and 186 injured. 
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IRITllH Ull4UY, 

W"8H IMCTOM, D.C . 
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:; . ..elUn.;tc.i 6ircrart o lodol tbroe •_n&Uc 

'· sua.1o1oua ve .. uel t't:I ol"tell b.j .. T::oilu ... tur.10<1 out 

.o bo Pu~c:. :re •• t TII ael Al.-r<l . 

:s. 
e-: l' ... ot"voir 'n S rl!.nio, .~1ch le:r ol;r 

at .lies t?Je eloot:."'ic o or ct th~ 1rl nal . Intonae A.ht::.-

~ror rt rire. 0 uz:.te:-ed. ono S:or t!sh !.:.ed to t. rn . 
~7o t:tor bt.U vv r the l•..:.ncl . ~h!"ee to?'.i edioo3 y.robably bit 

t~o 4an , but i·e ult:cr unob ervod . 

6 . 0:".o e:'l.etl1 i.-c:.!t't 4:o:. ea !tt .. 'bo:;.b ... on Dover 

r .i rt:; . 

7. no·1 .. ,'\ir ?orce . ::icht ot ?eb:-u rr 2n4/3:J 

~t to att ck !>oc~s end 

e. Go .. ,,n :\1r Fo1•co , ~·obrw.:.ry End . ~e.;..i.:' ""ctivity 

ov r Z.•l.).e.:i~ v11r:- al! .;::t . ? ::» e_e.:;r bo:oL r... llfe!'O d ~ 

b:r o\m !"!s:'Lters. :·1~t o: . cb:-~•7' ':1. .. / •• /::-d . ::o one::.~~ 

a.ctl V1 ~y . 

g . .t\ircr rt c :iu.nl t.!.111 !.n o.. r tion!I ov r nnd 

;:_ e. zY . D. : ~d . 

'-> _.; .be.L'S l Y' .,hto:r 

l ""• ! tt'ire :Uaal ._. 
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llUTllM lMIAS1Y. 

WA$ HUICTOll. O. C . 

l'ebrua ry 5t h , 1941. 

Do&r J.lr . President , 

I enoloee herein • copy or ~he 

la test r ovort re ce i ved tro~ London on the 

mil i tory aituotion. I t wne c!.oted February 

4 th. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Prtieideot, 

Vary atncerely you.rt! , 

The Hon ourabl e 

Frenkl in D. Rooeovalt , 

Pr eetdon t or th8 United Stnt ee 

of America , 

Waohlngton , D. c. 



'r*legram f'rom London dated P'ebrusry 4th, 

l , .!!!.!.!! 
M•d1terraneen. A Britieh mine e•eoper wu bombed 

and •u.nk by two fleinlcel 3 airoret't near Jlerea ltatruh on the 

nenina or January 31et, Caeualtiee ••re 14 !rilled, 2.5 

wounded ~r.d 4 m1eaing, 

2 , Aircraft trom H. M.8, "Pormidable" bombed Wogadiehu 

and ln1d mines in t he harbour on Pebruary 2nd, Little enem.v 

oppoe1t1on. All aircrert returned, 

3 . Attacks on shieping, Bri tieh ehlp (3600 tone) 

reported in paragraph l ot the awnnary :>!' Janua17 29th 

damaged by air attack waa b.,.rded on Pebrua17 3rd and talren 

in tow , Damage ia alight but there is an unexplOded bomb 

on board. 

4, Roumania. It now eeeme probabl e that there ore At 

l eaet 13 Oerman div isions in Roumonia including 3 or 4 

armoured and 2 or 3 motoriaad, 

5 . Proepocta ot atte:m>C.4 in.aeion. '!'here haa been a 

aarked 1noraaee 1n the number or "".l>Orta regarding the 11ke-

l1bood ot early invasion. AltbO\l&h many ot tbe~ si•• the 

impreoeion o!' being spread deliberately there doea appear to 

be treah evidence that preparatione tor invasion are etaadily 

progre&eing. There ie no rel1oble indication or the 11atee, 

6. Roral Air Jl'orce , llight or lPebrua ry 3rd/4th, 24 

bomber• were deepatchad ae tollowe. Oenan cruiaer at Breat -

7 heavy, 6 coutal . 111nele,yins - 11 heavy, RepOrte not 1•t 

rec•1••4• 

7, L!.l!Z!· On Pebruary let and February 2nd heavy 

caaualti•a ware inflicted on troop traneport witruirawing 

tran Dern• b7 Blenheima and Hurricanu, The latter ehct 

doc one 1.-y tighter and deatr o7ed 4 ai rcrett on tile 

ground/ 
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around at Apollonia , 

6, On the night ot PebrU!lry 2n4/3rd 7 •/ellingtona 

attacked an aerodrome at Caetel Benito, l!angare and 

buildings were hit and at leaat 7 en'"'1y aircraft deetroyed, 

9 . ll:rHrea , On February let/2nd our a1rora1't dropped 

2! tone ot ba11ba on motor transport at Barentu and be tween 

Karen and A..,.,.. intlictina considerable damage , 

10, 001'man Air Po ree , Pebruary 3rd, Thirteen e i ngle 

an•lllY aircraf t penetra ted inl and during the day, 'l'Wo ot 

ti..ae YiaHed Lendon and the hoi:;e countiee. Six Royal 

Air Fores etat1ona were attacked, 3 aircrart beinS elightly 

There were tew aervice eaeualtiee and material 
dam•se was neglisible, 

11, Night or February 3rd/4th. Only abou t 16 On&JllT 

airorett w$re opera ting. 

12, Aircraft casualtioa 1o operations over and tran 
the British I e lee, One Oeromn bm bor destroyed, 
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The HonllureOl e 

Dear Mr . Preeld~~t, 

IAITl l M l MBA$&Y, 

WAIMUICTON, o.e. 

! ercl~ae herein o copy or 
the le teat report on thtt ml 11 tary aJ :.uation . 

It le dated February 5th. 

Believe c-•, 

Deor •r. President, 

vury atrcerel1 yours, 

Fr3nklin D. ROO&f"Vrlt . 

Pree1dent of t ho V~1ted 3totea of America , 

IV8Gl'l1ngton, D. c . 

-



Telegr&~ receive d rrom London 

doted February 5th, 1941. 

l . Naval. On the 4th several a ttaclal 

•ere made by enemy eiroraft on two Eaet-Coeat 

convoys . l!o damage to eh1pa reJ)O r tod . 

2 . 1!1ght of the 4th- 5th. T\Tenty-one 

tons ot bomb a were dropped on nnval dockyard at 

Sreat. Photographs taken on the 4 th and night or the 

4 th-5th showed Hipper cleae cruiser to be no longer 

there. Shipping at Cherbourg end Fokke-wulf 

eatebl 1shment at Bordeav.x also attacked. 

3, Royal Air For ce . Sy day Of the 4 th. 

Two sweep& by formations of fighters were carried out 

over Boulo~e Area . No oppos1t1on wae mot . 

4 . Night of t he 4th- 5th . 157 bombere 

deJ~ctched against various targets. 

5, In Libya and Eritrea our aircraft 

heraaeed the enemy ground forces and destroyed 36 

mo tor transport vehicles in Varce area. 

6, German Air Force . Daylight . Activity 

over land negligible but tour enemy a ircraft destroyed 

end one damaged 1n interceptions over our Coeate . 

7. !light ot 4th- 5th. Enemy activity was 

t'airly considerabl e and occurred chiet'l y over Eastern 

England. Our night righter patrols destroyed one enemy 

bomber o ver Sussex . 

8. Aircraft casual t ies in ope~ationa o ve r 

end trOll\ Britlsh Ioloo. 

Germon: By our tighter• 

4 deatroyeO - l damaged by night tight oro 
l deatro;M~ 

~ 5 deetro;yed - l damaged. 
Brit1ab,I 
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Brit1eb: N11. 

9 . l!ome Seour1t;y. r:1gbt or the 

4th-5t h. Bombing on a •m:>ll aoale was widely 

diatr1buted over the M1dlande, North ~idlanda, 

Eaat Anil18 end Kent; domago wee caused t o a gun 

end emnuniti on r actor¥ at Grantham and to Adm1nia­

trat1on buil dings or one Ro;yol A1r Force station. 



Dear Mr. President, 

BAITISH EM BASSY, 

WASHINCTON, D.C . 

February 7th, 1941 

I enclose herein e. copy of 

t he l atest r eport r ece ived from London 

on t he military situation. It was dated 

February 6 th , 1941 . 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roose velt, 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr . President , 

Very s i ncerely youra , 

President of t he Oni ted Sta tes of Amer! ca 1 

Washingt on, D. c , 



TEI.Bl~ !Ul2IVED PIDM LO::OO!f 

DA'll?D PE RUAl!X 6th, 19'1 

!!llil<. 
1 . A channel convoy••• uneucceaatully 
attao>.ed b:y dive bo,,b•r• two of w; icb were 
ahot down . 

e . R. A. P . ERirRBA. 

On F•bl'oory ~rd, Oladi atore of the 
S.A.A. P. el::ot down one enem1 a1rcre1't and 
deotroyed a1x on the ground . On February 

4tl:: lloca1le .. rodrol'e attacked . Tbne enei:o­
bombare aet on fire and two da111&5ed . 

:s. IJ . A. F. De1l1 gl>t February 5tb. 

Three raid• over land and obout 50 
••• ~cortnaiaaanc•• . Thr" ene:ty bo:abera 
ohot down ( including two mentioned 1n the 
firet ptu'll&l'llPh) 

4 . Ni ght of February 11th/6th, About 
100 ene::iy airc,.,.ft active over the area of 
trorfolk , Sut'tolk, Ee•ex, Kent and outer dia­
trict• t:r London . 

I! . ~· Night or ? ebruary 4th/5th. 
Three lori)9 fOrrn& t1008 Of Junk81' 89 I I 

attacked aerodronee and doclcyarda . Thr ee or 
our a1rcratt destroyed on tb• ground, ond four 
domagod; duage done to ti.ngara an:! buildingo . 
Three enemy a i rcraft dea troyed tor certain, one 
probable , 

6 . AIRCR,VT CA3UALTn:s i n operation• over 
and from th• Br1t1oh Illu . 

outroyed • ( 0$rmon I 5 
( Brit1ob : 9 
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Dea.r l: r . President, 

IRITl l 14 I MIAtl't, 
WAIHINCTO• . O. C . 

February 8 t h 1941. 

I onolose herei n o copy or 
ttio lotest report receivod trao London on 
the LJ.litary a1tuat1on . I t 1• dated 

February 7th. 

The llonouruble 

1'rankl1n D. Roosevelt, 

Believe ce, 

Door JJ:r . President, 

Very a1nceraly yours, 

President of t he United Stotes or i\J!.or1oo, 

11aah1ngton, D. C. 



Telolll"..,, rece1Yed f'rom London 

dated FebruArY 7th , 1941. 

!!!.!!!· Xina George V baa retu.rned t'rom 

Amerioa. 

2. Royal. Air force. 
took place night of' the 6t!V7th. 

6th: !lo oporationa 

Dock.I and al\1pp1na 
a t Boulogne and llunlcirk were attacked. 

ill aircra1't returned aat'el1. 
}. llar1t .. aerodrC111e Rhodee waa bOlllbed 

and machine gw>n•d on Pebrue.r1 5th. 
4. 0.l'Cl8ll Mr Porco. Enemy ac t i Ti ty on 

6th waa practically nil. During the night of' 6th/ 
7th mine le.yins waa ouapected in the 8riotcl Channel. 
No bombing waa reportod during this period. 
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If[ . 

1he Hc.noureble 

/. ,-
y. 

l"fTllH l:M I AllY, 

WAININCTON , o.e . 

PebN•rT lOtt , l~l. 

De&r ;.:r . P:-ccSden t., 

I encloee hr"ein n copy or 
tt:e lat.eat r~ort recetvod ~rora l.ondon 

on the mili tary si tua t ion . It ..,a• 

datod OebrlJil t"J ~th . 

B&lieve me , 

Dea~ ·r . Preatd~nt. , 

v~~Y etncerely y~u~e , 

u ~~o 
Prunklin o. Rooeovelt, l\tc<. ~,qD 

..<~ • ~() 
Pree!d.ent or tho t,;nited ..)If. ''2.o 

Sto. t ee of Amt1•1ca , 
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Telegraro trcm Lonc!on dated Febroary 8th, 

1. !!.!.?!!• A. 11 .c. Letitia ren aground H•l1tax, 
Nova Scotia, a.m. P•bru'r~ 7th. Althou.;h holed it 1• 
hoped t o terr ~er ott. 
2 . Bn•o!IY aircraft bombed an aa,,;o a fleet 
auxiliory with government etorea off Pirth of Tay a . m. 
J'obruary 7th. 

J . Bulgaria. Conaider&ble 1uantitiea ot war :naterial 
ror Oen . .11.n air torco Bre boins eent to Bulco.r10 . Revorted 
th5t about !iO train• 8..!"'e bein& eent 4ur1ns r1ret fortnight 
in Pobrwiry oarry1n11 rual 11' neceeasry and bc:mba. In 
addlticn to s~r1• and Plovdiv areaa eo:no are 4••tined tor 
extre~e aouth weat close to Greek tront1er . 
4, Strong :!'orce ot bombex-a attackeO Boulogne and 
DUn~1r~ n1!lht ot Pebru'lrY 7th/~th. Both port• were well 
pla o terad, 

On February 6th reconna1eeanoe or 'Zunis and sea 
route& rroo Italy to ~r1pol1 1)\0·,eci no eiovementa ot ene:r:iy 
ehlppin11. 

6. An ex'lttln.ati~n or .. 01!9d1ohu en J>ebr.ar; 7tt. 
rovealed the co nplete abaence or s)llpplng, 110 oppoal ti on, 
one tighter a1rcrart a1ten . 
7. Lown ton boo:bed by one at reran p . m. February 7th 
ten worltnen killed only one nav41 r1ting wounded, Aircraft 
waa bit a"d probablJ tell 1n ~ho sea. 

8. Royal Air Force , ?e~ruar1 7th. Onl1 r outine 
patrols and reoonn•1•ean~••oa.rr1•d out owtns to bad weather. 
9, !light o~ Pebruary 7th/8th, ouccuatul attack 
mad• on Boulolll'e by J7 Wellingtons; 27 other Aircraft were 

aeni to bomb Dunltlrlr,, all ratu~ned ea#ely . 
10, Lihvn , Pabruary 5 th Hu~rlc•nea cla:ia i •d e1111:t 

't:ombere/ 
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bo.nbora on tho around at Bonina and during tho nil)1t 

or Pebru.ory 5tl\/6th over six ton• or bombs wor e dl'opped 

on ) aerodrome& in Ben&haz1 area . 

ll , ~· On PebrU&ry 5th and 6th our bcxnboro 

attacked retreattne eneiay ~ore•• near Korea. Scuth 

A!'r1oan Air Poree tighter• deetr •yed three eneQY bonbera 

on rirou.nd at aerodrome south or J.ak• Tano and shot down 

two Itslion t'ightel"a over AGma1•0. . 

12. Oormsn Air Porco , 1'ebruory 7th . vory little 

day act1 Y1ty over BrttlJ~ Ielee end none at n1ibt , A. 

Heinkel b~ber reported ehot 4own into t e t~a by anti­

atrcrstt ~ire o1't Eaat coaet •~4 • !)('irnter bo;:bor ehot 

dairn by H . ~ .S."Vantty " • 

lJ. Airorat't caau.alttea s~ r-pflratione o\"er and trocn 

the Br1t1ah Ielea . Germane , two bo:ibara deatroyed . 

Brltleh, nil . 



lllUTllH lMIAllY. 

WAI HINCTO•. D. C 

Deor Ur . Pro•1dent . 

I encl oeo herein oo iea or 
the t.wo l e.teat re.i0rta ntoe1~ed ~c. :.OnJ n 

on tho military situation . They .ere dcted 

Febru ry 9th ond 10th reapectlvely. 

Bol1 ve me. 

D .r JJr . Pr·Sident, 

Vary ainoerely yours , 

Tho Honourable 

Frl!Jlkl1n D. Roosevelt, 

President ot the United States or l erica, 
~lnahington, D .c . 



Ttllflrom trom London dnted Jebruury 9th 1941. 

~-
At noon febr\lllry 8th. H.M, S. •Rtu.J.llies• escorting 

an outbound oon"tOy ste;ht!ld the o..aat and top ot a '-&r•hip 

possibly or Hip~r class steerins 11. 11 . East about 90 

mile a we at ct Ireland. 

2 , A very heavy bombardment ot Genoa was carried 

out by both bonvy "'1d light units or our navnJ. tore•• 

at dawn thia ""'rning, Pl'lllminary re1,ort8 1nd1cato that 

the operaUon ,.os highly auooeutul , 

3 . I t i a tboU(lht th"t ship• up to 8, 000 tons oan 

now pus through tho SUez Caual . By J'ebruary 18th shipa 

of 15.0CO tons ought to be able to pe s and the Canal 

may be clear tor caxill:um tonnage by l.!nroh 5th, 

4 , A Belgian •hip (5,750 tons ) boa been 1!11ned ort 

Carditt and bonohod , 

5 , .Tapaneae "ASalca &:aru• under lfavr.l Ensign and 

'll'itb nave.l crew bound tor Lisbon With .Tapallese naval mission 

~or Barlln \.&S duo to pass tbrouah tho !'OUle.;;.a Canal on 

tho 7th, 

&. Royal Air Porco . 

Two out or 9 Bl enhe1.ma eent yesterday to t argets 

in tho tow Countries bombed oil derote at Flushing and 

Rotterdam. A low- rlrtng swoep over !lorthern rrance \IU 

i::!lde bJ Hllrr1canee Which r:.tu.rnod eately after attacking an 

eerod~• o.nd olh er ground to.rgeta , 

7. Night or 8th/9th 15 l!Alllpdens were sent to 

attack 1nduotrial targets at 1:annhe1m. 

8 , Attack on Dunkir~ on night ot February 7th/8th 

waa succe11tul end visibility ··••• sood , 

9/ 
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Q. Eritrea and Ethi:pia, On February 7th 

seven tons ot bombs \•;ere dropped on eneny position at 

Keren. At an aerodrome 140 mile• East or Lake Tena 

two Blenheim• eet on fire eight enemy bombers and de.caged 

a ninth . 

10. Gol"ll:an Air Poree . There was little eneC!ly 

air activity 0 •1er the Britisll Isles during daylight. 

one enemy n.1rcratt was destroyed. by anti-o.ircratt and 

tv10 by our fighters . 

11. Night of 8th/9th, A f ew enem;; aircraft 

vtera probably mine-laying in tho Bristol Channel aree . 

12. A1rcre.1't cosualtias . I n operations over and 

from the British I•les : ­

Germa.n : 

Destroyed by our fighters 2 

BY anti- aircratt _l_ 

:} 

British: 2 fighters missing , 

' 



Tolosra11 troa London datod Frbruarr l Otb , 1941. 

l. In tbo bombardment or Oonoa noarl7 300 round• or 

15 1ncb, 800 or 6 1ncb and 400 o! 4.5 1ncb hl.gb •xploatvea 

were t1red. Large t1rea were cau1ed round the inner harbour, 

dry docka, power station and A.naaldo worka. Hits were 

obtained on .. rchant ahipa, tbo oil t&nka and aaraballl.na 

7ar<IJI, No battlaabip waa aeon 1n harbour . 

2. A1ror&tt from H.M.s. •Ark Royal• bombed a.n otl 

ret1nery at Leghorn and Plea aerodrome and ratl'•ay junction. 

Two en•DL1 alrcrart •ere ahot down and Oht Swordttah 11 

m1•a1D.g . Tbere ••• no damage to our ahlpa. 

3 . B. M.S . -i.etttta• b.&1 been towed into Haltta.x. 

Sbe 1• reported aeverel1 ~aged. 

• • A Hipper alaaa crutaer aquad.ron knd tbroe 

Dlatro.rer•, alao two torcea ot tour and el~ Deatroyera were 

algbted by coastal command alrcratt ott Soutbern Norway. 

Tbe latter !orce waa later attaclcad by torpedo bombera and 

a hlt obtained on one o! tbe Destroyers. 

5. H.M . S, "Neptune• •a• 1lightl7 damaged by near 

miea in tU Weatern approach•• . Sbe probably destroyed the 

a1r• cra.tt . 

6, M1lita!'1 ALBAllIJ.. Tbe Greek• have brougbt down 

eight Ital1an aircraft over tho !ront witbout 1011 , 

7, ICILIJID , A German a1rcra!t tu.a attacked Brit1ab 

troop• near Re1kJavtk . 

B. Royal Alr Force 

Twont1-two baav1 bombara ••re aent out laat night 
to attack an 1ndu1trial centro 1n W1lbelaabaven. 

9 . O.raan Air Poree 

F1bruar1 9tb. Bn•ar activtt1 aligbt , One •n•lllJ' 

aircraft deatro1•d. 

' 
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10 . Abo1n: 50 op.ratltd a.ga1n1tl thl• count:ry laat 

nl.ght~ aoatl7 atne-1..,.LAg. Onlf 18 ca.u lnland 

11. !!.!.!.!• ¥l4bt ot 6tb/9tb • 415 O•r~ boaber a 

aad• an attack laatlng n1n• nou.r•r aoa• CS...11• ••• 
cau•td to t • o ••ro4ro .. a. OQr Hurrtoss:ioa tbot do•n t• o 
boabera and d.a.:lliaa•4 a tblr4. 

Alrcra.tt Caaa•ltlta 1D operation o•tr and 
rrom the Brltltb Itltla GerJtall - by ShtP•1 ont d.e1tro7101 
ont proba~lt: b1 01.1r ttabtera, l d.ettro,..d; Brltlab - nll . 
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n t e t l 1" r 1 ·:a l 1 ,, , l f 

file i-lor"t anbl• 

::Nr. l1r .. . oo•tvttlt , 

aehi'"" ' ,.. , O. r , 

•••Tl•il '"'"'''" 
• t.IM l9'CTO•,o. e . 



l. 

T"l egrom received £'r·o1u London 

di ted Pebruury ll th, 1'141. 

Naval . From 0100 to 0140/11 Erebus 

escorted by d.entroyers bombal"'ded Oetend docv. tt.t•ee. . 

Aircraft bombed the area beforehand find spotted for 

(•ordo undecypherttble) . Prel1m1nary 1·eport etutee 

that shells \1ell in target aPea , oever·e.l fi1·es atnt' t ed. 

2 . Coaato.l ai!"craft on the 10th cai'ried out 

all patrols end eacorted north west CLP.- oooch convoys. 

3. Seet Ooeet convoy oft Yarmouth twice attac,c;ed 

night of 9th/10th by enemy bo1obere , one eh1p damaged. 

4. Itllly Te>tol strength of Italian Ariccr in 

Albania is ne>w thnught te> be abe>ut 32~,nJO. 

5 . R. ,;. F . SUcceaeful dRyliv.ht attacks were mAde 

yesterday on Dunkirk, Cnlaia and Boulogne in each caee by 

6 Blel"'.heius w1 th strong fighter escort . Ti·10 ene1cy fighter& 

were destroyed and one ,r•ob£bly . ./n lost six fighte.t~c 

one pilot .are. 

6 . !li ght of 10th/11th 263 be>rnbel'o were sent 

out of whiob 221 had industrial targets at Hnne>ver ee 

objectives. Here the weather was poo1• to star t with but 

improved later. 

Prel11.U.na.rr rei>orta ato.te nmny 1'1res but no 

big 11 ;ht up. Raid coneidered succesat.'ul. Othel' targets 

included ooeks at Rotterdam, Boulogne , Cherbourg, and so11;e 

eea-lldne loy1n~ ~ec done. 

7 . Five bombers are m.1soin11; five crashed on 

r eturn but the ore'.?S of 4 are sore. P1le>t e>f the other 

tinchlne ,.As killed ond the crew injured. 

8 . Albani • In Kelcyre area e>ur l)ladit<tors 

destroyed lt e ne my fiP,hters und three l robably. One 

Olad1etor/ 
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Gladiator woa ahot down but t.he pilot. j a eero. 

9 , O&r mAn Air Po r co . Ni ghi or l Oih/l lth . 

88 aircratt were op,, r At. i n 11Hlnly OVt'r r:eat Angl1R. . 

Ae rod ro~s end eee- rtln1nv, tlll)'~"' red the prinoipbl 

objP.ctlveu . One ene111 oircratt pz~b•bly deatroyed 

by rl >{ht fl ~ht~r. 

lC. Eritrea . A~ 4••r on 'he ~th tive e-e~ 

ti ·nter, attac~e CJlll"" aero< "OM ir. Agordat. area and 

4eetroyed 8 aircraft.. A later •t.tack b1 20 e~e~ 

t1 ht.era 4 £ ted ., OM •ircr"'f~ . 

11. "'1rcratt Caoulaitea iJ'I O!":U"&tiot·tJ over ar.d 

rrom the Br1t.1eh Iele4 . 

Ger.1oan : desr.royed by o·Jr rtghtera , 2 e.n'1 pJ·obeblti 2 . 

B1•1t1ah : Six fit;htere loet , S bon1beru llLi.snir'g. 
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Dear Mr . Preatdent , 

IRfTl l H lMIAllY, 

WAI HIMCTON, D. C . 

February 14th, 1941. 

I onclooo herein a copy o~ tho 
lateat report ~eceive~ ~.re~ London on th• 
oilltary e1tunt1on , 

?ebM.10ry 12th, 

It "aa da tec1 

Believe rr.e, 

Denr llr . Prc~ident, 

Very e1::1c1troly yours , 

(J 1?120 
/\;Ct.. ~A{) 

The Honouroble "· ~ l?:o 
<J, l 

r I,_ ... ,., Franklin D. Roosevelt, """" 
Pres!Oent ot the United Stetee of AmOr1ce , 

weeb1ngton, D. c . 



Tele&r""1 t'rcm London dated February 12th. 

1. !!!.!!!• R•t'erenco to Oenoe bomberd;nent . Although 
v1aib11ity Which had been good betoro moonoct d•creaeed with 
a11iJht h&:e, excellent navigation and f ixing brou£)1t the 
bomba rding t'crce i nto exact poeition at dawn. Firina took 
place t'rom 0714 ti ll 0744. Solo oppoeit1on 1nat't'ect1ve ri re 
!r<a two eix-inch SUDS and e1igjlt anti- aircrett Ciro 8£ainet 
spo t ting ai rorort. Dur1 ng withdrawal ri gbt ore rrom Ark 
Royal ahot datn two ene!O)' shadowing a 1rcratt. 
2 . Thr~uihout roronoon and a ttornoon ot Pobruary 9th 
enelll,Y air t'ormationo rail ed t o l oca te tm Bri t ish , visibility 
beine poor. 

3. "Seu !,ion" on Febru.or.v let in the vicinity ot 
Stadlandet scored one poeolble hi t with torpedo on one 
merchant vessel. On Pebruery 5th a~e hit llor w4'gi&n morch8n t 
veaeol . and atter encu.ating tho crew and passengers set the 
&hip OD .rtre Wi th H. E. 
4. 
lltb. 

5. 

6. 

27 mines 1Yere exploded i n H\lr'lber waters on Pebrwlry 

Suez canal now open ror a tew veaeela . 
Ha•ki na on J'ebrunry 11th captured three Italian 

merchant veeeela totalling 15, 000 tone orr tho eout b coo.et 
ot Italian SQll&liland. 

7. 

attacked Chatbam doolr.yard night ot February lOtl\/February 11th. 
No caeualttoa reported. 

8. Brit i ah "Jamaica Pro4ucer• reported being dlaeed 
by U- Boat ( 100 milea northweet,, ••••..•• Lewia) ni ght or 
Pebruary lOt~ebruary 11th wae attacked b7 it later 1n tha 
n1gbt but arrived in harbour undamaged p.m. February 11th. 

Rof!l Air porce , llii;llt or February 11th/12th. 
107 boml>era were aent to attack induatri al taraeta at Bre .. n 

(79 aircrett) and Hanoyer . Report• not yet aTailable , 

10./ 



10. Rhodea. Night or ~bruary 9th/10th Colato aero-
drocna ot P~trae Hgain heavily bombed. 

were burnt . 

Ten Italian a1rcrett 

ll, German Air Poree, During daylight yesterday thftre 
were ao:ne teolated reconnaiasance tligbte over eooat4l 
loceltttea, Strong entlll:Y ot"teneive patrol• were c:a1nta1ne4 
in Calaia/Boulosne area. 

12. Night or Pebruery llth/l2th. 111..,_,. actiVity very 
alight. Only 6 aircraft plotte4. 

13. Greooe . Jann1na aerodrome wee twice bocnb4d on 
Pebruary 10th and rendared temporarily uneerv1ceable; rcur 
aircraft were el1W\t ly da~.oged. Our Gladiators daatroyed 
two raidere and dllmaged eix . 

14, .A.1rcrart caaualtiea in operations over and tro;ra the 
Britiah Ielea, 

Germane: Nil , 

Briti•h: Two r1w.ter• m1ee1ng. 



The Honourable 

IRITllH lMIAISY. 

WA$ HINCT0N, 0 . C 

1!61 St. Pebruary 14 th, l <l!il . 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enclose herein a copy or 

t he lo tea t report reee1ved rrom London 

on t he mll1t ary situation. It 1• dated 

Fobruar; 13th , l 9hl . 

Believe me , 

Deer w.r. Preaident , 

Vef7 einceroly yours , 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Presi dent o r the United St a te s ot .mer1ca , 

Waah1ngton , D. c . 



Te legram rece1•ed tro~ London 

dated February l)th, 1941. 

l. !!!l:!.!• Convoy 200 aulea £eat or tho Asorea 

waa &helled by r a 1dar a . m. or February 12th. ijevera l 

ah1pa r eported aunk or a1nki ng , t'urther reporta awaited. 

2. Ene::iy aircraft suspected laying mines in 

Liverpool 5ey night or February 12th-l)th - and on 

Februur,y 12th s ixteen ene1tty minoe wore exploded tn tho 

Humber. 

J . A- P. drifter "Bager" a hot down one J . u. 88 p. m. 

ot February 12th in the Tha .. a Batuary. Bne11<1 a ircraft 

alao attacked unsuccaaot'ully motor- ehip "Bangor• and 

A-P trawler orr t he .:eot coaot ot Scotland. 

4. ll'our Italian ahipa now known to have baon 

copturod on February 11th. 

5. On Peb ruary 12th orr the South :J:ae t Coaet 

or Italian .;o,,,.llland - Italian "Leonardo de V1nc1" 

7515 tone woa captu red an4 Oor • ..._n "Ucker~k" •hen 

intercepted attec!pted to acut t le herself and 1a li~aly 

t o aink. 

6 . On {words undecypherabla) Brit1 sh "Baron 111nto" 

was wro okad ond abandoned on Rotray Haad a t 18.45 

February l?th ene.eyo aircraft bombed end t'8ctl1ne-gunnecl 

t he wreck. 

7. Rozel Ai r Poree. Februa17 12th. No operat1ona 

otber than routine and reconn•leaance undertaking owtn~ 

to adverae weather. Ono Beaufort 1a missing. Ni sllt 

operattona wore cancell ed. 

8. !light or February 10th. Rhodea . Six and a halt 

tone/ 
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tone ot: bombs were dropped on aerodrome at llarit~a 
Colato and ltattanio; building• were hit and three 
enen!Jf aircraft burned. 

9. ~ 86 unaerviceablo a1rcratt were 
r ound abandoned at Ven1na aerodro,,., . 
10. Slcily F bruary ll- 12th. Pour 110 lllngtone 
rrom ~alto bombed Comiso ond Catnnla aerodromes and 
deet~oyed at leaat ro~r ene~ aircraft. 

11. German 11r Poree. 

and ni ~.ht ot: February 12th-13th. Sne..., actlvlty on a 
very or.all scale. Ono J . U. 88 crashed in Scotland during 
the nornini ot February 12th. 

12. M•lta. Yeate1•4ay three Geru.en bombers with 
t:lghter oocort inert'ecUvely attacked Ma lta. One 
fl :hter intercepted. 

pilot or one la aere . 

Two Hurricanoa are u:d.a&J.ng, 

l}. Greece. Enemy attacked Janina .nd Heraklio 
(Crete} aerodroi.Ao with t:ightero und destroyed one 
Bombay, and d.iJ1tged two Oladiatora. 
14. Alrcratt caoualtiee over and from the Bri ti oh 
Ieleo. 

Germans 2 Br1 ti ah 5 
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The Honou reble 

Dear ~r. President . 

llUTllM CMIAllY, 

WAIH IMCTOJll, D.C. 

P~bruary 15th, 191,1. 

I encloee herein a copy or 

the lates t report rocoived from London 

on the "1.!lltary eHation. It 1a dated 

Februery 14th, 19111. 

Believe me, 

Dear ti.J". Preatdent, 

Veey aincorely yours. 

Pranklin D. Roosevel t. 

President or the United Jtate• or Anlr1ca. 

Yeeht~gton. : . ~ . 



l. 

Trlegram received from London 

dated Pebruary 14th, 19"1. 

Reterenoe to convoy attacked east ot 
Asoree, now known that at.le1at three ahlps totalling 

14. 590 tons two be1ng Br1t1ah and one Greek are sunk. 
SUrvivora s t ate that at leae t four ohipa were undaMB.ged. 
Reported that raider wua "AdJIUral 1:1cheor" or Hi pi:er cl••• 
cru1aer. 

2. German 11UciCermark"et111 afloa t, attempt being 

me.de to tow her into harbol1r. One other Itall&n ehlp 
about 50<'-0 tone wa a a l so captured on the 11th. 

On the thirteenth two eaet ooaet convoye 
bombed but no da .. ge reported. 

4 . One Br1t1eh ahlp (1900 tone) bombed and datt.ged 
off the eaot coaet. 

5. Brit1ah t.anker (10, 516 tone) torpedoed and 
r eported on tire and e1nk1na in the north-west ap roachee. 

6. I talian So:u11l1lond. A orulaer bombed without 
daa:age ott BraYa. There ••• no reply to her tire t'roa:t 
the ebore batter1ee at Klauayu , the to•n being ap~arentl7 

evacuated. Scuttled merchan t ship wa a 1¥1ng in harbour. 
7. R. A. P'. llo day operattona other than curtailed 
rou tine reconnateoances were undert aken yesterday owing to 
adYerae wea t her cond1tiona. Night ot l3tl\/l4th. llo 
bomber coar :and operationa took place. 

Albania. Pour tone or bo.1be dropped on enelll)' 
camp at !lbaaan. 

8. Geraan ~1r Poree. Dayli~ht l}th. Li t tle act1•lt~ 

Two/ 
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Two boml>ere and one tighter intercepted end 49,,.ged 

d.uring attack on Dover ball oon barrage. 

9, Hi ght Utl\/14th. Thirt.Y eneu11 ai r crart 

croaaed the coast, eel'"odro. lea in eaet Angl ia 

apparently being their objective. 

10. Aircraft c••~•lt 1ea in operations over 

and trom the Britieh I1l1e. 

Ger.:an } ciw.. sed.. 

Br1t16h nil. 
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lfUTllM lMIAllY. 

a&Efef 

The Honourable 

WASHUtCTOM, 0 C . 

Februa ry 17th , 1941. 

Deer Mr. President, 

I encloee herein ft cop7 or 

the 1ateet report on the ml1ltary 

eltuatlon. It le dated Pebruary 15th. 

Believe rr.e, 

Dear Mr. Preo1dent , 

Ve ry sincerely youra, 

Franklin D. Roo1avelt, 

President of the Un ited States or America, 

Waeh lng ton, D. C. 



Telegrem 1'8ceived rl'<lll London 

dated Pebruary 15t h , 1941. 

NaYal . H.11. SUbnarine "Ronr• has 

auoceaat'ully attacked a tanker orr the south Italian 

coaet , 

2. Three naval aircratt attacked a conYoy 

ort Tripoli on night or Pebruary 13th/14t h. One 

probable and one poaaible hit obtained although heayY 

A.A. t ire encountered from de s t royer eacorting the 

convoy. 

3. 14 aircratt rrom H. ~ .s. "Formidable" 

attacked ~aasawa February 13th, one ehi p probabl y hit 

at Je tty and h·o WOl'8 eunk. Enemy deatroyer probably 

hit by a bomb. One British aircraft miaeing. 

4. Six •hips or the Sierra Leone convoy 

attacked on Pebruary 12th have reached Funchal. 13 

ahipa etil l unaccounted tor, 

5. 11.T.B. 41 mined ort Harwi ch p.m. 

Pebruary 13th only th1'8e eurYivcra . 

6. ~Btll7 mi ne• dropped orr Vallet t a (llal ta) 

February 14th, and the Grand Harbour temporarily 

clo1ed , 

7 , lt1amayu occupied by our troops 14. 15 

G. 11. T. Pebruary 14th. 

8. Royal Air l'Orce acored direct hi ta on a 

1500 ton t &Illter orr Bergen and 3 ,000 ton merchant 

Yeaael otr Den Helder. 

M111tfn· Jrlthr••· Operations aaainst 

Keren are proceeding but units ot Northern column have 

had to withdraw tl'Olll height& waat ot Keren captU1'8d 

on Pebruary U th. 

10./ 
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10. Southern columD progreeaing toward• 

Arl'OH in 4if'f'icul t country whe l'O aome machan1cal 

transport and armoured fighting vahicl ea have bean 

abandoned by tha anem;v. 

11. ~· Italian f'orcee rama1ning era 

es timated at about 70,000. l ritrea, Ethiopia, 

I t alian Soma1iland. The preeent location of' Italian 

f'orcae 1s obecura owing to •i thdrawal f'rom the wee tern 

and aoutbwestern frontier. Th8 total f'orces estimated 

at 105,000 white and 190,000 native troops . 

12. Roral Air Force . Night of' February 14th/ 

15th. 88 hea17 and medium bombers attacked oil plants 

at Hamburg and Geloenkirchan; in addition 6 medi1"1111 

attacke4 the 4ocka at Osten4 and 11 heaYiea laid mines. 

One aircraft is miaaing . 

13. German Air Force. !light of' February 

14th/15th. About 140 enem;v a ircratt were operating 

of' which J8 were mine-la;y1ng. Bombing was widely epread 

over the Eaatern half' of' B:ngland and Lon4on area. !lo 

i.portan t damage and f'•• caeual tlea. 

14. On February 12th an4 lJ th, German 

a1roraf't 4roppo4 mines on Bengha.si and bomba4 Benina 

and Berka. 

15. ,\ircratt caaualt1ea in operations over 

and trcm British Ialea , 

Oe1'11811: one deatro19d, one -god. 

British: one tighter loat, one bomber miaaing. 



-
l ll lTll M CMIAll't, 

•At lU•CTOtl. o , c . 

l!'ebruf!r,. 18t.h 19<1. 

1 enolo•• h•rtln a ao, 7 ct 

t~e lete~t ros~rt. reco1vod rr.,,. Lon1cn 

oc th• t.!il~&r1 alt.a•t!oo, dated 7•br~.r 

REGR/I DED 
UN CL1-.l:>-=> • ht: J 

Th• f:.onourable 

11-enkll n D. Roosenlt. , 

Boll••• ce. 

near J.tr. !'rt1!.1tnt. , 

•r 1rel1 you:-a, 



l . r~. AL . 

Attaok• on shi;•ine by oiroratt . One n•val mtne 
awoep1n-7 tre.wler W••a eun.k ott tho Scott 'at. COl!IBt . A 

Coastal Convoy was cttaokad in the Tha::ea arproaohaa but 
~•• not deMeged • 

.. • :!G!.\C. A:::t FCRC"t •• 

Nights ot Februory l8th . /l7th. All operations 
cancelled . 

~ . SICILY, 

Night ot 15th/16th. Aarod:-o:nea were attac:.:ed; 
.um3trnive bu1ldinsa t Cataria were hit and so.,e air· 

craft "ere lett burnine. At Comiso tiroa were ooused . 

On Febru· ry 15th our ir.ediuo bO~.bers attacked 
tun oait • •118 .- ;\ build in s at ~u:ti . 

0 • EA SI' /.J"RlCA • 

Our air o!"f'enat ve has b en cei.nte.1.ned on 
all f'ronte, suooeaetul att .cks .1ero ?!1Dd9 O£a1nst r"ilway 
~areets in Keren Sector nd tire• 'U.ere c used at ~he Caprcni 
wo~:.:shopa at i.; i Aiaga , 

6 I GZ'll\,j:l /.IR FORCE . 

Ni-:ht ot February 16tb/l?th. 

t:o enemy activity , 

? , ~' ne a ... tac .. ed oo night or February 
15th/16th and ug: In on 7ebruary 16th. one Hu. ·1011ne ··u 
ahot down (Iilot :iate), no rerorta or da::AZ• roooivod . 

8 , Ai r o aualtial in or•r~tiona over and troa tho 
British Ialea . ~rmana : l 3ombar destroyed 

British: 1a1. 



--• llUTllM Oll•ttY • 

•a,MUi'CTOtli. 

Otat' !r. freeldl'Jnt , 

I enrltJ•e h•1"•1n • oor1 
ot tte l•ttlt r•pot-t re~eived fro:s 
London on t~.e :rlll tar7 attuatl ri . 

lt. na dttted Pebrt..8r1 l~th , 1~41 . 

RECl'?JIOED 
UN (..L,. :::,.:>11-1£ 0 

'l"h• l:onounLle 

hlitve 11• , 
Dear l:r. P:-ealde::t , 

Very ei noerel j• :roura , 

0.0-CIYtl t , 

Pr~al'!en• c!" t?:a • nlte.1 ... tpt.eo of /i.r:er1'"• , 
w--oh!r. ton, D. C. 

v-



TEL£ ;RAi !lECEIVZO HOil LOl1DO!I 

DATED FEdlUARY 19th, 19'1 

~ 
Benghozl expected to be cloar of 

mines by a . m. Pcbruar~· 18th . 

!!alto raided by enemy aircraft ll 

night~ in Gucceoaion no bomba dropped but ip!na 

laying was cor led out , On f'ebruacy 17th ono 

mlno •1oa exploded ln Valletta harbour . 

3 . Convoy ct 16 obip• tctalllnz 147, 000 

tons :l. R. T. with troops and suppl i es a.r11.ved at 

Suez Fobrunr y 16th. 

4 . At tack on convor S.L. 64 off tho 

Azoree. The s ltuaticn now, 7 ehlps total ling 

twenty- one thounnd eight hundr ed and alx ~. R .T . 

believed loet, 8 have errived i n harbour , 4 un­

known but thought that these may yet turn up . 

Surv1voro state that the raider cmou!'laged and 

i•eports indicate tha.t she was Hi pper closo eruiser. 

s. A. M. February 17th coastal ai rcraft 

s1ghtea off Jaederens Point 17 small vee~els be­

lieved torpe6o boats and E-bcoto apparently 

exel'o1e1ng at hl.:;h speed close in shore . Later 

12 oimilar craft •ishted off Haugesund . Fighte ro 

drove our oircraft ott . P. t.l. Februa.r:t" 17th one 

coaot al aircraft eigbted convo7 of about 9 merchant 

v~aael& off Obreotad, attacked lerooot unsucce~sfu.lly . 

Two U.E.'• attacked, pilot wounded nnd wireleso put 

out ot acti on . 

a. ~ 
Two bc:noword bound Britioh sb1pa tctallin3 

H ,ooo/ 



14., 000 , tone one car1·.:,tin w•r n·atorl•l a re 

repor d torpe oe~ i n t North Weate rn 

•P.Pro•c?-.ea . Tuz• a.no. trorer• hav been aent . 

7. A -'"1'1ob tOJl<tl' (4?00 tors) 10inod 

i n th• riatol ~~•l on f etrvary 16th hae now 

aunk . 

a. The J~8 Ylll oil de.PO t • t Invorgordon 

•nd tho t ra1n1n,;; depot ot Skogne1C wore attacked 

by enemy aircraft y~at•td•Y• One oil cistern 

at Inversordon was de oli1hed, there •ere no 

CRIUAl tie a . 

ten11ve arA t ... ere we:r-e & rew ca au.al ties . 

9 . HL 'TARY. IrlU A. .:>O' \U:V.!'D 

Jetties at Kia ayu ore intact end 

o n\lf/'!tor of coast defence -una appeAr to be ael'o 

vicealJle . 

10 . ROYAL A IR POP.Cl! 

Fei.r".1&!"] 17th and :;.·et ri.:ar7 18th. 

Ko op•t"atlona ot i:tportance; n i ...... t operati ons 

cancolled . 

ll , liASl AF RICA 

Operations in 1uppo1•t ot our troopa 

wi re conducted 1n Keren and K1ariayu ares.a . 

Ono It.lion tighter • •• dootro;ed and 

another dar.a -.::1. 
12. Durin" a turth•_. attack on Cepron1 

work1hop1 dn tho 16th all haneora wore bit and 

othe r bu1ld1n30 wore demol iohod . 

13. Br1nd1•1 oorodromo woo bo~bed by four 

Wtll1n~ton1 on the nl ,;ht ot Pebruory 15/lStb, 

htnd•r• and a aeaplana w•ro ••t on Cir. . One 

elrorott 11 i;i1••1ng. 
14/ 



14 . ) ~\A AlR .rOR .... . Feb . l7t 

Ent~ act1v1t7 ell •hL onl 9 ai -era!t 
pen tratt a abort diatRnct . One to~b•~ wa1 
deatroyed by our !1 tera anothe r i:robabl1 deatroy­
od ond a th1 ro dams ·od . 

15. ~1 •t o: :eb.17/lBth, Eno 1 operat1on1 
on a ~oderat1t aoale conaietir.. or tY.'O Jf'l&in attacka 
tt.t t1r1t on So•1U. tut l!:n ;land 1nelud11';; London 
tho eecond on East An lien eerodro~•• · ~uch m.1 •-
laying 1• reported . Ono ~onhor was ohot down by • 
n1 .t ti ·'lter. 

16. ~ 

On F•b~ry 14th aircra:t attac~ed our 
fo1•ce s in B-en~a zi area and before dawn on February 
15th hoa,:r l>o ~1n0 of Een ha zl. took place during 
which 93 civilian• nre ill.ad. Two one:!; oircratt 
weN deatroyed and one probably de•troyad b7 ground 
detencee end o~• Oer:an bo .hr wu ohot do"" t>:r our 
fii;htera , 

17. ~ 

Twelve en•t'IY aircraft ware mine-laying 
on tho n1.;'.ot ot Fob. 16th/17th. 

lB . Aircraft casualties ov•~ and tro~ tho 
British Isles . oe~ana 2 destroyed , one probable, 
one dc-.a ·ed . !!r1t11h, nil , 

19. HOl'" SECURITY. 111.;ht ot Fob . 17th/18th. 
!n the London area 11veral firea weMi 

atnted 1nclud1n> two in tt.e Docks. J.11 were quickly 
un 11r control o.~d 11ttlo dama;;a or 1:1111 tary 1n:pOl"t1nco 
reported. Ceeual t1•• were ecall except 1n one c••• 
where • bo~b atruck • re1lway aroh shelter under London 
Er1do• Station and ceuae~ ••timate 011ualt1ta ot over 
70 killed and 48 aorioualy i njured , 



The Honourable 

REGRtDED 
U NLL;.. ~ .) •f< it:D 

IRITllH lMUHY, 

WAI HIHCTOH , D. C . 

Februar y 20th, 1941. 

Dear i:r . President , 

I enclose herein a copy ot 

the lat est repo r t on the mi l itoi·y 81tu1,tion. 

l t ie da ted Februoi·y 19 th. 

Believe me , 

Dear • r . President , 

Very sincerely youra , 

Fr8nkl1n D. Roose vel t , 

President of the Uni t od dtote e of Ame r ica, 

Washington, D. c. 



Telegram received from London 

aated February 19th, 1941. 

Naval . Pour or tive enemy aircratt dropped 

minea end 'bombs in Suez Canal area ea~ly mornina ot 

February 16th. No repor t of drunage but eome minee 

tell in the canal which will probabl y be closed one 

week. 

2. Tw::> mines were exploded on February 18th, 

ott Selnt Elmo light 11&1 ta. 

3. P . 11. on February 16th. Stella Rigel, 

mine awee~ing trawler , ahot down enemy aircraft ott 

Harwich and Saronta a/• trawler ott Loweetof t damaged 

by two near miaa bomba. Thia aircraft believod hit by 

Loweotott anti-aircraft guns. 

4, Night of February l5tl!(l 6tb. Four 

Swordfish bagged eacorted merchant vessel 30 mi l es £aat 

Of Sfax. Ship believed Juventua I talian 4930 Or. T. 

5. P.M. February 11th . Truant attacked with 

gunfire two escorted ships oft Tripoli. She scored 

hits then forced to diYe. Later convoy sighted returning 

to Tripoli and ahe torpedoed and sank biggest ehip 

3500 Or. T. 

6 , On February 12th Utmost attacked westbound 

eeoort.ed convo7 ot 3 merchant veaaela and acored one 

hit on ship of 6000 Gr. T. HeayY counter-attack made 

with bomba depth char gee. FOur hours later ah1p 

sighted with after part awash and eecort had l eft Iler, 

7, Report ed that at Benghazi extenaive 

salvage operations required before harbour can be fully 

utilieed and breaoh in breakwater lete in the ewell 

and requires repair. 
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8 . One ship or tour trom convoy SL 64 

whose tate wea unknown haa now arrived in herbour . 

9, Royal Air Force. February l8th/l9tl'L. 

No operations home tront. 

10. German Air Force. About 15 enemy 

aircraft reported over Oreat Britain on Februery 18th. 

Inetteet1ve attacks were mede on a number ot aerod:romee 

in Sast Anglia, and olaewhere two aircraft and five 

hangers were damaged at Royal Air Force station. The 

night ot February 18th/19th, no enemy airoraft reported. 

Nigh t ot February l7t!)/l8th. In addition to 

the bomber reported destroyed 1n yesterday's ewnmary , 

three more enemy bombers were ehot d0"1l by anti- aircraft 

and ground detenoea. 

11. Aircratt casualties in operntione o ver 

and from British Isles, Germans 4, des troyed, 

Br1tiah nil. 



• 

BRIT ISH EMBA88Y, 

WAIH INOTON. 

February 22nd , 1941 , 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enc lose herein a copy of 

t he latest r eport r eceived from London 

on the military s ituation. It was 

dated February 20th. 

Believe me , 

Dear Lir. President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Fr anklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United St ates of America , 

Washington , D. c. 



Tt:LllOJWi R!ICE!VED "'ll0!1 LONDO!l DA'fflD FEBRUARY 20th ,1\l41. 

1 . l!aval. Pelbunn , l:l!ned and daril4ead in the Thomae 

approachoa on the 19th hoe arrived eatoly in lurbour . 

8. T~tol ot 31 enoioy minoa have boon destroyed in 

Au1tral1en waters . 

3 . Sh1ppin~ ott the eaet coeet or Scotland and ~ngland 

repeatedly reported enemy a1rcrat't , •• m. 19th but only 

two ahipo were ot tookod. Both so to but one was do.r.iogad 

by two very heavy near m1a1e1 . 

4 . ,\ ~reek ahlp or 5 , 000 Ci.R. T. has arr!.ved in hor'Jou 

with only alight dm:1&ge tra:i convoy S L. M S 1h1ch 

raider attached ~ebruary 12th ott tho A:ores. Situation 

now 1a, 1are - ten shipa certain, two probablJ, ounk -

1"1 vo ah1pa certain, two p1•obably. 

6. !Jllitory. Germany. Total identified Germon 

diviaions is increased by three to two hundred and 

twenty one. 

6 , &thiopia. Qn the 16th patriots 5Up,ll0rted by 

!lr1t1ah el..,10nto captured/ lljabars (15 miles ooutb or 

D&nell 11) taking cany priaonere end hove ~urrounded 

retreating enemy ten milns north or Burye. They hove 

oleo OCCUl'iOd !talion poets on Piccolo Abba1 Ri ver 00 

m1le1 north-east or Dangila , which enei:cy has ovacuatod. 

7, IL.A....!:'.· 19th February. :;o operations took place. 

8. Night 19th/20th. Six med1u:a l>Cl!!bers ot the 

coaatal coinencl attacke4 an en""':f cruiser at Breat and 

retun1ed aately. Reporta not yet available. 

g, lri trea . south At'rican Air FOrce 1'1ghtera 

attaoked oura eerodrOlle near AllDara on 18th and doatroyed 

two enemy bombers on the llJ'C>Und. 

/10 



10. O. A. F. 19th. ~emy oetivity CQl'\oieted or 

potrolo in Straits or Dover and e tew penetrations 

inland over Eastern England and Scotland. 

11, Nisht or 19th/20th. 70 enemy oircraft 

operated over Swansea area, a few over Plymouth, 32 

over London area . 

12. L.Ybia . Benghasi. Enemy a1rcr11!t made two 

ottempts to l ay mines in the harbour on the 18th. 

one was shot down, two others probably destroyed end 

a turther t"our damaged by our fight ers. Another \Yao 

destroyed by anti - oi rcraft . 

13. Home Security, !light or 19th/20th. Swansea. 

About 100 H. E' a DJ'ld several hundredn of incendiary 

bombs were dropped. Sevarol fires were ste.rted bu t 

were soon under control . Damage app:l' ared to have 

been mainly confined to buainess and private property. 
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~· 
One in0.9'11~ pirit; trc ler vie.a ri.ined oft T:i ne 

o . m. Febru·1r;r ~0th . «or icrt or •inki~ roooiv<>U. 

2 . •;er~· heo.vy !~ll or sno.rl '!'rne area on 

Februcry llltb - 20th b;,' ser•cuoly 1ntor1'erins ;11th ell 

trans,,rt Will ~el~y re:...utra to ~ips in h&nd . 

5 , ,/olf :loc:c Lic;ht r~ orted , ut out ot action 

by r achine t;WI t'J re . 

? , 3tembl• orr !"'.ar-.,1oh P · " · Febl'Ul1ry 20th 

was e.tt ckod by 2 er.et)' •iror"ft . One ix>t.b hit but 

did oot ex, lode ond she 1ti holed on \,ater line . 3r!t!l;bl• 

shot down one o.irore.rt . 

5 . Two 3b1ps · .. ere bor.bod oft _ nll:.-uth - one 

rar.orted on fire and sinkins tt.e ot.h l' o ?COO ton te.nker 

·.-;o.s undn aged • 

6 , l·111ter;; . Ethiopia: South ot' tUo Teuu 

cner.y retreatins fror ... !:jab&.ra sutt'ered r-any ct.suo.lties 

rroc I 1tr' ots . 

? • It~ 1 ian So alil~nd . On the ni :j:Lt ot :February 

17th s .n~ l !•arties ot our t r oop.; crossed the J ub· ri var 

ct Yonte Md este.bl!s!:eU a brid~ehe~d . An enor,y counter 

Ei.tte.c:i: '.ti th lor:ry borne troops .,, .. e.s reiulsed . Le.tor re;orts 

:lt*'t.e the.t a nu.r-ber o! .;,0ut!. ;lfrioo.L tr ops hevt. nc· .. rcaohad 

East b~nk in tbe sa::.o l ooal1t:; . Our trvop• !!lso att c:.oJ 

:Jorth or Jell b , 

e . P.o•.-al l•1r Force . On tlebr~y 2Cth on.a Blcnhe1r. 

at.tact:ed dook& at IJrr.uiden causino a l(l.r._:c f'jre u.nd t .. o 

oftenai vt,, orerations l'.tJro flo\1n over FZ'tlnoe by s all 

for::iu.tion o~ fi hters , 

9 . 1'1eht or Februory 20th - 21st . ,\ll op uticns 

ce.ncell ed . i o/ 
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10. On l!'ebruar;· let:. - 19th Jn!lito:ry objecttvu 

in AJ!i..el:'lt and Kel'en ll..tt111.1 \:1Ul'D bot: bod und t.t;.O,.~ine gur:.nod ; 

even enet:y eirort.tt ,,ero destroyed on the ground . 

11. Gerp4n Air Force . 31x U.~ . l09 ' S a~teoked 

by !'iv•J Spitfires ( •o • .. Nie und~oy; h r"ble) Canterbury 

(so· e \:ords und•cl-7horsbl1 J two or ur ,,.!r"cre.!"t e.:.l 

!'ilt:.s \iere lost , 

12, iiieht or Tebrue.r;/ 2Ct?'. - :st. :.bot.0t 14-l 

ene::y aircreft ~ere er ~ t~n., ,0 OV ~ 3.Juth ;eles ar.d: 

:~• ~&J~=i~y o~ the ret:..a.11¥1e~ in the C3 th~ area , 

1 3 . L1by~ . On 7obru~~y l~t~ rive •-•~7 bo~bers 

escorted by seven !.., Z, 110' 2 · .. cro interceJited' b~· a1x 

P.urricunes over Denena1 : one e :i.e y be 1.ber wns de. os,ed , 

14 . Seoo do)' J.leneua1 "''" att• ckod by two :reinkel 

bon.bers , one of ··h!oh t.: 1 ,\e.:s ='< yed b:· e.nti - airorutt . 

Tbree Hurrico..ne .. er-.en~•d aeven c.=: . 110' D nec.r .;\!:;heila : 

t'llo or o-:.a- a1 rcraft ;ere at.ot 4ot,~, ne !lot ~~ .,et"e . 

15. Airer rt ooeualttea in per<Itlon over a..O rr~ 

31-~tts~ Is:es - G<lr e..n or.• .rob blo, E'=it~-~ tNO t1sttera 

lost . 

16. F.o. e s~o··r1 t y. S .i.nsn ts att,.>':et tr the secon~ 

nig!lt in suocess1on. "F•rea \.ctre :Jtuted in loconot1vo shedo , 

tir"bLr :,•ards , \':arehou1e11 &nd rtaid.ontial are!ls . Frou 

preluiinar y ro;-.orta do,.a,;e appears c ntlnod moJ.nly to 

r s1dent1"1 ;·roxerty. 

17. Later in the nisht Cliethar. """ '1ttaoked, Jtir. •• 

'ae ceuaed to g:.:.a a:ld. elect rio r:.a.' ne ar.~ ... erious. d~ e to 

or.e ~3 works . 



TW.E ./,) ro:c .mo rllOL LOITT>O!I 

DA '. ' I'-: >::A ltl 22nd I 1941. 

~ 

Unite or tho roditorraneon floot on 

P'ebruary "'lat landed military rt inforce.::ienta 

at J..al ta froni Alexandria . 

2 . O•rnan lan dlatanco a1.l"craft da.-ra ""Id 

a ten'!•r in an outnrd con.voy w' at ot Hebl'1d11 

OtJ t!·e 20th and on t}~ 21 s t aeveNl; cl.a :iae•d 

7000 ton hnkor in t,he ••ir.o convoy $20 miloa 

west of Cape Wrath; tor.:er retumin · to harbour, 

l•t"•r uy~ towed ln. ?okker WUlt ralm on 

western &pproachea 1de moet dey1 but not always 

succeooful and of tho •hipe hit a good propo1•t!on 

on.ly do.ca ,d . 

3 . fARO=:S. 

Two enemy aircraft attacked n.n oiler and 

an oil ciatern without aucceaa . One al.l"eratt 

was brot. •1.t down by a Naval trawler and i"l'Ound 

defencea , one naval trawler wae IW'lk . 

4 . 1.II.I'i'ARY. ~· 

01.4!! hun.Jred 1nd aeven ~ talte.n med1U!I tank• 

were captured or d11tro7ed 1n i;eent operation• 

a:>utb or ; •nsh9 &1 . 

5 . EIUTRF.A . 

Total rrtao~tr• ta~en on Er1trean front 

bet•••n ZOt Januar7 and £0th February were 47 

Itolian otr!ooro , &gu other ranka tnd 557d Colonial 

troopa . In • dditlon ""'.any prl:1ontr• have been 

taken 1r. !ltze Ni le , tpptr ?•11• and lojja.m ar••• • 

R. A, '1"/ 



6 . . A. F. l'izht or 2lat/Z2nd. 

e>l airc::"al't were aont t att.eck 1nduc.tr1al 

target• at 'i'f1lhelrioho.ven and Du11eldort, oerodromes 

in liorth•m France and docks at Loulogne . 4.2 

1110re wer en·a-eJ !n '1ne la71ng; a~ ll coaatal 
co~and a1rcratt at ac~e~ a c1"'U1atr at ~Nt•t 

whoro preliminary reporta indicate th•t eozr.o bombs 

hit th• dock . Fr°' all operation thre• a1rcrort 

are n!.st.lng . 

7 . ~.;R A. AIR FO'lCE . 

On 2lat about 7& enemy aircraft carried out 

patrol• ind recon.~•1••ances and r~ther 10 oroaeed 
our coaat. 

8 . Ja.)it o! 2lot/22nd. Swanaoa WU attacked 

for tbo third n1.;ht 1n ouccoaaion, bJ approJt1,,,.tely 

90 aircraft . 

9 . !:!ill.· 
On 20th February B• n;;haz1 woo atteokod by 

a n~ber ot w..1C.eot1!1a1,o aircraft one ot .t.11ch was 

destro7ed b7 et)t1- a1rcre.tt ~1re . 

10. Alroratt caaual tlea in optrtt1one ovor and 

rrom Britilh !oleo. tneMy : ::11 , er1t1sh: 3 bomber& 

c.1ss1n8• 

11. l!Ol.:. s:;cmrrTY. Snnaea. :a('".t of 2lst/:Z-~nd . 

J.!oot bomb• fell in centu ot ti.. city and no repor t• 

ot daa:a ·• to doc~• or 1:tdu.at:r1•1 ar••• havo been 

rece1ved. Ther e nro r.any "'ir.a . 



Dear Ur . Pre sident, 

BR ITISH EMBASSY, 

WA6H I NCT0N, O.C . 

February 25tb,194l . 

I enclose herein a copy of 

the l atest report received from London 

on the m1litary s1tuat1on . It was dated 

February 23rd. 

Belleve me , 

Dear Mr . President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Hooour able 

Franklin D. f.oosevelt , 

President of the United States of America , 

Was hing ton , D.C . 

-



Na•al. A~ 0818/22 . la1go• reported pocket 

battloehlp batwoon Wa4&ga1car and ~ycholl•• being 

heraolr about 50 nil•• to N. N. Westward . Enemy ateortng 

120 dogroo• 18 knot•. Glasgow ln puroult, lAtor hor 

a.1roratt lost touaD . Available torcos proceeding to 

1uppor t. 

2 . Brltlsb !l!rolnne1 4689 tono roportod being tired 

on by •arahlp raider 500 a1loa east of St.Johna, 

Newtoundland at 11-22/22. p .a . Peb . 22nd unknown ehlp 

reported being 11acbtne sunned •1th1.n a tow mlloa ot 

tho above po• I Hon . 

3 . Two on•mJ' aircraft lald min .. Humber botwoon 

1930 m:id 2200/22. Eor11 morning of February 22. Four 

mln os wore dro11 r' \n tho Suot Canal and th.roe bombs 

te l l ln tho Cnnal Zone . 

4, On Fobruary 22nd Pokko-Wul! alrcratt damagod 

two sblpa or outward convoy 210 mllo• N.W.of Bobrldoe . 

s . At dawn Pobr '•17 211 t . Sovon naval a1rcratt 

dlvo -bo~d JU.11awa. Sea rchlights and ant1- a1rcratt 

tire made obeorvat lon dlf!lcult but bol lo vod that 

throe Destroyer• and one U Boat were bit . ~oro then 

tblrty- flvo m•rct.ant ve11011 reported 1n &llcborage . 

6 . Convo7 ln tbo North Mlncb and anotbor off the 

Baat Coaot attacked by alrora!t on February 22nd but 

sueto1ntd no d• .. S•• Two 1hlp1 ln convoy daoagod by 

aircraft on February 20th In tho N. Woetorn approacho1 

have arr lved 1n harbour and enothor alao dacaged 11 

proceed tng on voyage . 

7 . Klll tarz . lthlopla. lttnya front , To olgbt p . 1 • 

Pebruar7 2let .. ~a c apitulated on Fe bruary 18tb. .. 

. captured 850 prl1or.er1 lncludlns 450 European& al10 

/aome 



some gun a Rnd mach1ne 00ou.ns . 

8 . In aouthorn sector one eo~pany of the Sudan 

Defence Force t ogether wttb patriots were attacked all 

day on February 19th by on enemy Colonlal battatlon. 

The attack wa• ropulsed and 150 ot the enams were 

ltllled . Our coeual t1os were 5 killed and 9 wollnded . 

9 , R.A . ii' . lllght of February 21st/22nd . Yleather 

eond1t1ons were untavourabl e but 17 tons or h i gh 

exploatve and many 1ncend1ar1ea were dropped on 

Wllh.ollnahaven caustng flreo which s preed rapidl y ln 

the !forth East part ot the to"1l . 

to . Nlght of February 22nd/23rd/ Twenty-nlno 

Wellingtons were ffent to bomb docks at Crest . 

ll . Garman Al r Forco . During the day about 40 bomber 

alrcratt operated over tho Brl t t ah Isles . An R . A. F . 

aerodrome was att acked by M.E. l09 ' s : damage was not 

serious. During thts attack large enemy ro rma t t ons 

m.$dO over tbe Thames BstuB.l'y And East Kent ono 

M.E. llO ••• de•troyod by gightora and one Helnkel 

'bomber by ground derences . 

12 . Night of February 22nd/23rd , About 39 enemy 

•lrcratt wore operating ln the Humber area possibly 

laying mines . An enemy float plane waa damaged by 

fighters at duak . 

13 . Alrcratt casualt i es 1n operat i ons over and from tbe 

Brltl ab !al ee, 

Ger~an 1 By flgbtera, l deotroytd , l demaged. 

By ground detencee, one doetoyed . 

Br ltilh1 n ll. 

14 , Home Seeurlty - S• a.naea . Lateat total casu•lty 

figure• !br the three euooualv• r.tda are 128 k i lled 

and 294 aert oue ly wounded , 



I 
..._ __ .,_ 

28th Pebrue.ry , 1~41 

••n1•1t lMIAltY. 
w-.ttUaCY-O• , D. C. 

l enclose ho~oln copl4• ot tho t.wo 
lei t41~ re orta re• 1ved !'roaa I.or on on t • 

alll tar,. al tuat1on. T(.I!;' re 1•ted ?'.Jbr.1 r7 

24th 111M 9~th roas ootl voly . 

3elltVI ~. 

~ r 1£1" . Pr~•tdent, 

VtJry olncurely youra, 

?ranJt!ln D. ROOIOV~lt~ 

Proeldant or t.h• unttod et111toe or A. .• er1oo. , 

W111t -t~:ton, D. c. 



~ ..... ..\.. IDi ·•. . :-.c. LO. :x>:; 
A.'ED "': ll{;ARY 25th , 1J~l 

f. AL 

1 A. rs , hovin t:.:l on tor. odoed F'e ruar ;r 

24th for the second ti .... e ft-3U.~N1 ounk . :o trnce 

of her or ourvi vorc fcur.d :o t . 

2 , Terro1• Lan:. off Dernn s . eh . :?·:th, havin:; 

l· n near mi" ej O.n two to '1"1 ~ tacl:s . 'ebruAl"'J 

dOt $ not !:now of tl.io loco . 

3 . Si tuation ..;en~r. 21 bein made difficult for 

ahipo cwi~G tc "r - .. r lr actl\·lt;• l Pil\: 11 ttle 

hnmperea by u Li- aircraft ar.~ r1~:1tero , however 

:; 01· .: e:".e:-:- cL·crnft have bee~ ohot down 1nc1.ud-

in(; ore t l'!'edo nirox·nft by Peony ' c anti- aircraft 

;un. 

4 , Thre~ ohi_ s Nported torpedoed in outward 

oo ·vo;· o • .• ~·etr.ar: 24t' i • vr . 8!'!'1"0'- :-\.es . 

Snlva eo of' all three ·c poo .J. ble . 

5 , ~~atto~n convoy 1; Str~ ts o~ :lover wan 

s l:ell d before dnvm li'oh?'l1er: 24th by enemy shor e 

I o '-rieo . ..o 1an1,,:e reported . 

6 , A. 1 . Feb , llith . 9 nircraft n t tackocl snl1-

aircra ft cruiser Vo.a~er !lnd iso-o "orv~t·es off 

1 enJazi . 1:0 d1w1el)e caused thoui:11, thero 1•1e1•e ne11r 
:! sees . 

7 . H. A. ? . Ni ''~ of F'ob , 24th/25th, C~ J1eavy 

ar 7 -A1u::i bo ber 3 ntt.ac!>• ':1. r r close crul aor 
ot E 1·eo~ . All returne ::ieftl:, , except one henvy 
bo ber . 

a, ProliMinor:· ropo1•t of reconnni:: oanc e c . ~ . 

Fobn:.s.r, 25th, 1s' O':: sh.'..p otill t here 1.ut p'ioto 



.... 

photograpbl not ~ood eno~ to ahow if do.nago cauaed . 

9 • E'l'1i!OPIA . 

On ?ebrua.1~!· 23rd, 7 South A!ricc.n Ail' Poree 

Eurricanea t'!'l&Chine- gunnod Lo..knl e aorodrorr.e and doo­

troyed 8 eneoy a11•crc.tt on the ground end o:ne in t:he 

air . Ona Hurricane 1a t!li :;;sing . 

10. our edi um bomber~ also considerably da.·taced 

aerodrome bu1ldlng8 at Addis Ababa . 

11 , Olli? A .. AI R .•ORce . 

Yeaterday limited al~o ontil"Ol y to pntl"Ols 

in Straits and nit:J'l, t ot February 24/25, scattered 

raids by :<!8 aircro.ft i n EP.Ot Anglia and mining by 

19 aircraft of! Li verpool . 

12. Aircraft casualties 1n oper-ation:i over and 

troo Br!tiah Ialoa . Ckll"'nlens , nil . B1~itie:h, 1 

bomber t115e1ng , 



/ 
REPORT R£CEIVED FRO!.! LO!;DON, 

DATED FEBRUARY 24TH, 1941 

NAVAI, 

l.!ANISTES oceo.n boardin:; veeaol torpedoed 500 

milee west of Butt ot Lnw18 u.r.1./· :S»d . 

Three H/S trawlere wn1lat 8Vleep1ne off car lift' 

h~vA been dd.maged by rnine ex~losions - one ct the3e only 

ol1lhtly dar.aged. 

2 . OUSE while swee1->inc ti..t t:ersa Tobruk wtas sunk by 

coao t 

3 . Uo further news race! Vl"!d of pocket battleship si:h tcd 

by GLASGOW search continues . 

4 . One of the ehipa bombed O!l tJ,e 22nd by Fokke-Wu11' 

e./a has l:·een f'ouna ..ind taken 1 n tow . 

S . sue~ Canal &till closed and one mine re.1orted detonated . 

6 . W.ne destroying home waters continues satisfactorily. 

!Uno& bo1ne detonated re&"Ul&rly ott nlll'lerou& ports . 

7 , FOur enemy 11/C bombed Benghe.•1 fl , tn ,/23rd . Sil< bombs 

on the ·,111ter tr.ont end so;1.c near; 11 ttle d&nage - no 

casualties. 

8. S!lROPS!lIRE bombarded li!odun ne~r Brava a ,,., 22nd con-

siderable damage cuuaed. 

9 . HIPPER class cruiser ctill ot Brest 23rd AA/C attacked 

this ship night of the 23rd/24th , fruGtrated by weuther. 

10, Military. Italian Somaliland 

To a p .m. 22nd . OUr forces hove taken Jlll:tbo and 

captured 22 Itnliun otricera 85 otner ranl<a hn<i much !lllltorio.l 

i ncluding arms and a...l•iuni t!on. A pontoon br1dce hes been 

comple ted at Yonte. 
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11. ~oyal Air Force Night or 23rd/24th. 

Seventy-ore aircraft were sent to docks at Calais , 

Boulogne and Den ffelder . ?t'\llnerous fires were start ed 

a t Boulogne but olselfher• results were unobserved . 

Tl'to ai rcraft are misoins. 

12, Erit rea . On 21st South Atri cWl Hurricanes des­

troyed six aircraft and eix hangars at u.aaaawa aero­

drome . One Hurri cane wo.e lost . 

13. Greece On 22nd Blenheims shot down thr~e enemy 

aircraft . 

14. Genruin Air Por ee Durins daylight 23rd enemy aircraft 

carried out continuouo patrol~ ot the Straits and made 

one sweep over East Kent Coast . 

15. !71gbt of 23rd/24th. A amull scale bombing nttncl< 

was T.18.de on the Humber area end there was alight activity 

over Baatern and South Eastern E~glo.nd and the London area . 

16 . Aircraft casualtie o i n operations over and from 

the British Isles . Genr.an: Nil British - two bombers 

mis al. ng. 



Lear ~r . P~esid..:nt , 

I c.1cloec he1•cln ll CO_•y 

BRITllH lMBA68Y, 

W48HI NCTON, D. C . 

' • 

the latest r p i·t re-: 1 ved t'ro~ Lor.don 

on •1".·- lll:i li t10..•y 3 i ~u ~ion . I t is de tc.:cl 

Bcl it.Vc mu , 

Dear L '. PL'esident, 

'/cr;; .,ince:-.. 1;; ./ 1 s , 

i.'hc :ionou1•ui>le 

?l w1 .... 11n ..1 • • ~oo t: velt, 

Presiclent o:r th Un1tc6 .,tat ·e o:r .'.r1erice , 

I 



:olo.;1·""' roooi ved from London 

duted ,'ebruary nuth , 

llaval_. At 21/25 " .::.moor" ucorting eaotern 

eoo.at convoy orr r:or:tol--. coast aa torpedoed end 

sun;. by ~-boat and 3ritieh ~inor (CA) 1100 tona in 

tho OOL.o convoy waa aleo torpedoed and at 2. 30/26. 

2. "Do.inty" eunk by oirc1•ert off Tobruk 

p . m. 24th 20 cnouoltics. 

3. In Mediterranean , !Wateloritzo Inland 

occupied da,,n 25th. .;:l<r-"f air ac •ivity caused wHhdrna1 

or Ladybird croa harb.;>·..Jr and rerorted perc.o.nent garr!aon 

might t.11vu to be landed b•· nicht . 

4 . At (wordo undocyphcl'Able) on ,'<brunry 25th 

coo.stul aircrt;U"t unaucccsatully ot.toc~tod rour mu1•ch"lnt 

vossola and oocol't vessels ot'i' Jognu Fiord nlao without 

aoein~ :uaul~s (words om1ttod) borlbed t20 E-boata otr 

Stsdl~ndct :ind attae~e- convoy or erchant vesaolo orr 

Ostend but scored r.o hits . 

tacht of' 25/26th e:oall rorce o~ a1rcra!'t 

6 . rhruo merchan t veaeola bombed or torpedoed 

weotern upprooch las t few d":!• have arrived aat:ely in 

harbour. 

7 . ,. ,A •• '. ni ·ht or lil:Jl/2~th 

Attuck on 3rent . On account or aeerchli hta 

Md rloru detailed r~3UHa could not be observed but 

over oO bombers drop. ~d bombs 1n torget nrea. lhe 

e1rorot't ruported miseing has returned sai"oly . 

a./ 



e. l.laYl1 ·ht 25th One Blenheim attac~•d 

eub:.•ar 1 assco.tbly u.nd repca1,:. a .at1on at ?lt6ah1n 

burato being obaorved on tiu•i;ot . In afternoon six 

:;.i.~d1\t,t bornbe1·a oac.:01·ted by Lhrt.ic squadrons or ti ."l:tere 

i t.h a tu:-:hcl" !"1 vc aquadroua in au. ~ort un&11cccastu.lly 

born.b 1.Jd enc: J:J ohtpi.-1114 of'i' i:Alnidrtt. In courae or this 

opora.1on our !'1gllt rs dee.t•oyed :Sm; 109' • and a 

!'ourth probabL. One of our tt_ht ra 1s oJ.aa1n,z . 

9 . E.11ht or ssth/S§th 

114 bo .. 1bors d opatched. L:ain targots: 

:U33eldorf inG atrial area 80 aerodr(lllles 17 and 

Bouloine 8. One bircrai't 1e missinu• 

10. Lybia. 111 ht o ' 24th/l'5th 

lli+1e ,; llingtona attacJtt:d .,:-1pol1, hi ta 

bein mode on CUo toms whort and sh1pp1n,:. llulner·oua 

tirco a.,d a violc ... ~r.ploaion were caused. One 

aircraft 1s Cll s. 1.. • 

ll . Gof":-. ..;in Air .. ·orci::. ~1 +ht. 25 th :.::.:nerny 

oct1 '11 ty ru.1inlJ con.fined to sea reconna1acance1 o.nd 

.·atrola. 

12. !11 •ht ot 2~th/2Gth 

Abo·Jt l '0 o1rc1•at'L ope rutud , activity being 

w-1G~a::r!tad over oaat Anblla end ~n ... oln n1r 

111rc1·att 11as shot down b;f o ni.;ht t1~hter . 

One enetl.:f 

l;j . Alrcrart. caeualtiee in op l'tttione ovcu· and 

!"ro=. ..>J.'itiah Ielca . ~~ Fi..;hi. ra - thrc;ro d stroy •d, 

ona p 1•0Uoble , l3;0111bcro - ono dus troyocJ , totals tour 

dt!st:-oy· u , one probable . ritish 0111 fi~ht ·r (bo::.b r 

r~rt1 d toi-.:>uir. ycaterdtlY n u rf;;t.U• · d safely) . 

14. Hor..e ;Jeouri t y lliaht of' 1l>th/26th. ])(.;,mile 

done/ 



dono n .(!l1i.;1blo exc pt. att U\111 a1"d'A wl".e:-o .nny 

t'ir s Yoere atu1•t·:cl un &.lt .taM1ich •1horc ... eo 

and 'iloter r.i.aino WOl'O da;1.a.,ea . Vo1•y tow cosucltif!'B· 

All f11·ca hovi.: b..i •n oxtin;utohud. 
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