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REGRADED 
UN CL, t _, ,f- 1C:D 

Morch lat , 1941 . 

Dear Mr. President, 

IRITllH lMIAHY, 

WAIH I NCTON. 

I enclose herein a copy of 

the l a t est report on the mili tary 

s1 tuation. It ie dated Fcb1'Uery 27th. 

Bel leve me, 

Dear Mr. President, 

Vory einc~rely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States Of America, 

Washington, D. c. 



Tele1r1m Ncei'red rrom London 
dated Pebrual")' 27th, 1941. 

Panl. OUtwerd convoy or }9 •hip• during 
Pebruary 26th and early 27th waa attacked by u bcata 
end a1rcre.tt. 

2. Four abipa torpedoed or ,n_1cb one 
certuin 181Jk, one probably aank, one returning to 
harbour. Eight bombed or which one aank, tour 
burning , three hoped to aalve, 

}. Britiah 1hip ot 7,764 t one bombed, eet 
on tire ott Cromart7 in tho a. m. Pebruary 26th. Fire 
aoon controlled and eblp towed into harbour. 

4, '1"oo Bri t18h trawlere ott Feet ne t ahot 
down l'okl<e WUlt aircratt, escorted b7 two tlghtera 
which 1ttecked them on February 23rd. 

5. Royal Air Force, liight of February 
26th/27th. 145 bombers deapatched t o attocl< 1nduetrial 
areas at Cologne and invaaion ports . Pour aircraft 
have not ye t returned to their baae. 

6. Ge=en Air Force. Daylight February 26th, 
With the exception ot eublllarino petrol• in the Streit• 
eotiY1t7 con1i1 t ed mainly of ocoaeionel raida over 
coaatal d11trict1 in Eeat Angli a and Kent, I.nduetrial 
damage Nported ia negliilbl o and ceaualt1e1 very tew, 

7. lllibt or Pebrv.al')' 26th/27th. About 150 
a1rorart operating of which 50 a t tacked cardirt-Br1atol ...... 

8, Maltt. On February 26th Luqa aerodrome 
attacl<ed by about 60 Oenian -bere Hoorted by 20- }0 
tightere - 2 J\mker 87• were deatro;ved and 7 other• 
probably dea t ro;re4 bJ our tiptere. A.A. tlre broupt 

down/ 
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down 5 Junker 87• and probabl7 lo ..,re. Thl'ee 
or our righter• ere mieeing. Damaao waa onueed 
to hangar• end bu1lc11nga encl aerodrane wu rendered 
unael""f'ioeable but there wore onl7 4 aervic• 
caaualtiea. Six or our airorar t on tbe ground were 
burnt and tour were badl7 damaged. 

9. Airer.rt caaualtiea in operation• 
oYer and trom British Ieloe: Bri t iah : Fighters 5 {two 
pilot• aare) , Bombers lo. Genoana: r.il . 



/ 
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Dear Mr . President , 

I encloee herein cop1oe or 

the two lateat report• received t"rom 

London on the m111tar¥ attuation. 

Th•1 ore dated ~bruary 28t h end 

.ttarob lat respectively. 

Bel 1ovo iuo , 

Dear Mr . Pre oident , 

Vory a1 ncorely yours , 

The Honourable 

Pronklin D. Rooaevelt , 

Proa1dent or the United Stotaa ot Atnef"ica , 

Woah1ngton, D. c . 



Tele,.... tl'CD London dated Pebruar:r 28t h 

l , Ill?!!• A/P Trawler mined and eunk ott Hwnb•r 

D1&1>t Ot 26th/27th, 

2 , I.II . Minesweeper •sarna • mined and eunk in Su.ea 

J , Dur Ing the nigh\ afier thAI capture ot CaeteloroHo 

!eland h·o enm17 motor torpedo boeU raldad the Ialand but 

"1 thdrn l>etora contact could ba mad&, Report ed "La4Jb1rd" 

withdraw attar h•aYJ N1d wben aha wu damaged al1sMl:r. 

R•t•renoe to air and U-boat attack on outward 

OODYOJ 26th/27th, poettton a• now known: - fourteen &hip• 

attacked, three •uni< and thrH "t OD tire, eight 4.emaged, 

or •hiob one 1D tow and two proc••cUns: under cwo eteam. to 

United !Ungdola, 

OD 27t h, Baat CO.et OCll1YOJ twice bombed and 

maohine-aunned. One eh1p •unit, one 4aal1ged, one reported 

being ett aoked, but no turther deta1le, 

6. Olugow and Ntder. Now .. 4& clear Olaagow'• 

onl:r •ftilabl• atrcran C!J.d lighting and eltadonng, ola•aow 

enent:r 1111 .. 41etant • 1th maxl.aum epeed ot 24 l<nota. Poei­

tton ot "Canadian Cruteer• 480 mllH s.s. E. llombaaa and 

Dutch &hip••• 260 mil•• S.S.&. ot~anadtan Cruiser•. 

•teandar" a,m, 27th, 2,50 mil•• w.s.w. ot the 

11&141.,. Ielanda 1nt e r oapt ed Italian &hip "Ramb l.• Th• 

When ordered to otop, hoi•t •d 

Ital1om oolOW'a and opened fire, P1.,. aal YOea ~ •tean4ar" 

en4a4 ti.• enp,.....t , •Jlulb l. • then Mt on tire , ablln4ooad 

and ll&lllt • 1th in one hour , 100 pr1-ara, 

8 , 11lU•r1 . ~· OOD&14arabl• •Onment fl •oban1-

cal t ranapor t haa b&en raport•4 in oout al area batwHn • 

point t1tt7 m11H w, ot Aflhell• and llh urata, About t i tt7 

en_, atreratt nr• Hen OD tm grOllD4 in lliaurata araa, 

Ad..anoe/ 
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A4'1'&11oe ele .. nt e ot our meohan1eed tor e•• 4r1Ye beck a 
reooana1•••noa Wl1t ot ormourod t1Cllt1ng • •h1oloo, boli ... d 
Oenan, wut ot AghoUa, 

9, Rozal Air Joroe. Night ot 26tb/27th. Thro• a1r-
o,..tt (not t our reported 7eetorda7) are llieoing, thr•• creehod 
on return, one of th• crew aaved. 

10. A night tighter on otren11 .. patrol probabl7 
4-e,r07ed one enecli)f aircratt, and d.a::lsged another oYer an 
aer04rome in Korthern France. 

11, 27th aDi 27t h/28th, Jlo operation• took plaoo, 
12, JI!!!!• OD 2Sth Bu.rri oanee ohot d..,, two eno117 
b <*bere, probe.bl7 deair07ed another , and damaged a third. 
l.3. Albon1a , 111neteen Blenheim& With tighter eeoort 
4ropped Ji tone ot bOCll>e in Tepolono area and 4 t CJC• on 
J ier W1 th good reeul u. Italian Pleet headquartora and two 
ehip• o'tr Valona wore machine-gunned. 
14. OerMD Air Porco, 27th, About t1tt7 1111117 air-
oratt wore operating. An aire,..tt. t'acto17 qa attacked, 
al eo 12 Ro70l Air Por ee Statione and 2 military eetabliah-
ment a , Production at tactor7 will be r educed b7 about '°" tor 43 hour•. 
is. Jlight ot 27th/28th. 110 .,Olll7 acthit7, 
16, Mal ta , It i• now r eported that during tho attack 
on Luqia aoro4rolae on 26th tour tu.rt.bar Woll1nstooa wore 

-Sod. 



Telell"IJll tl'om London elated March let. 

!!nal. Ot con,.01 reported attacked Pebruar1 26th/ 

27th now leernt one -pd •hip hae not been located and 

008 dai:lapd now been allandonad in aillk1na condition. 

2 . BriUah tore• i n JtaatelorHao wu withdrawn night 

ot l'•brue17 27th/28tb. During w1 tbdrawal Jaguar attacked 

with torpedou, •hip located in inner harbour , tour e:i:ploa1ona 

h••rcl. Later ehe located an onOIQ)' doatr oyer Wb1ch eaoaped 

al though hit twice. 

'· Militarz. J!ritrea. To 7 p.m. February 27th. 

Pebru&rT 25th our tcrcee in the North were 1n contact with 

en9a1T tittoan lll11ee nortbNet ot K•ren . Pree ?reneb 

farce oueta1nad t1tt7 caeualt1ea during attack. 

4. L1b1a. Geraan reconnahaanc• uni ta end poeeibl7 

aleo unite or an armoured dhi•1on are operauns in L1b7a. 

There ie no e•14enoe that a large Gennan torce has a.rr1Yed.. 

5, Ropl Air l'orce. l'ebrue17 28th. Three med11111 

bomber• attacked Hotel at Quiberon balia1'0d occupied b7 eub­

arin• •••••.••••• : three direct b1U ware ecored. Our 

t1Sbtera oo Oballll4ll patrol probabl7 ehot down one bOalber. 

6 . !light ot !'ebrueri 28tb/)larch let, one hundred end 

aixteen aircraft attacked taraeta at W1lhalaaba1'en 1nclllding 

"Tirpita• and e1x bombed port or Boulosne. One a1roratt 1• 

a1aa1na. Reaulte unobeer1'ed. 

7. 6lben1& . On 27th, n1ne med11111 bomber• eeoarted b7 

9 llllrrioanaa attecked aerodrome a\ Velona with good renlte, 

Hu.rrioanea abot down HftD enelt,J t1aht•r• and two •ore were 

claetroi•d 1n collUica. On l'ebruar7 28th, 25 Italian a1r­

oratt ehot down and n1ne more probebl7 deetroyed 01'er Greek 

lin••• 

a. o.rmen 61r force, 28th and 28th/lat, 1'er7 little 

•ll8m1' a0Urtt7, 

9. )l!ll!./ 
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9. .!!!.!!!• s:arly on 28th parachute mlnea wore 

dropped in and near Grand Harbour, two exploded in Veletta 

and caused considerable damage to property. Ant1-a1rcrat't 

tire detonated one in the air and probably destroyed 

one eneJQY •1 rcraf't . 

10. Aircratt caaualtiee in operationa over and :trom 

111'1 t1eh Ialee. 

German: One bomber probably deatroyed. 

British: One bomber llliee1ns. 
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RE" " R '"""" lMOAUV, 
u "' ADEo ..... ,.cTo•.•.c. 
N ~._,....SSJFJEIJ.!•roh 4th, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . Preaident , 

I onoloe• ruore1n a copy ot 

ttw' latest report recetved rro~ London 

on the military eltuatioo. 

dated March 2nd, 

It waa 

Bel teve mo , 

Deer Mr. President, 

Very aincerely youra, 

The Honoura bl • 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Pro&1de nt of the United Stat ea 

ot America , 

1\'aehington, o. c . 



'!'elev.., t'roa Lorulon d.a ted llnroh 2nd, 

1. N••al, Since conr.tenoemont or hoatiliti•• 

54 , 693 ahipa have boon conyo7od, out or which 192 Britilh 

and 31 allied and 19 neutral ha•• been loot, Import• into 

Great Britain b7 ahipa in conY07 week ond.ing Pebruar7 22nd 

931,433 tone. llercbant ehipo loat by •n""U' up to P8bruar7 

26th: 

Ool'llllln 26!1 or 1,345, 000 tona, 

Italian 133 of 663,000 tone. 

In addition 34 ahipa of 61 , 000 sro•• tons under 0001117 

control or uaetul to enemy have been eunt. 

t'roo Canada wore banbed and ffY81'1l7 damased ott 

Cardigan BaJ', Beat and 1'eat-bound convoyo alao attacked 

ott K1nnoird Head, 2 ahipo being hit and aet on fire, l ohip 

torpedoed in North "'feat approochu. 

3. ll1litar1. Italian Somal1land. Our trcopo 

occupied Bardera on Pebruar7 27th; up to the afternoon of 

l'obrual'7 26th, prioonare t&ken during our adY&Dce alons 

tlMI cout and at 11opd1ehu n""''berad 9,000 and llllD}' •or• are 

eurrenllering in llogad.iahu. 

4. Boxal Air Force . Teatorda7 our fil!)>tero m8do an 

ottene1ve aweep ovar 11orthern Prence and deatro1od 3 enem7 

t'ightera, 

5. lfight or March lat/2nd. 131 airer.rt attacked 

indaatrial tarpta in Colo1111e and three bombed Channel porta, 

Raaulta WIObff.-..d. 

6. lri traa, Pebruar7 28th, Our al rcrart dropped 

over 6 t one ot boob• on A....,.ra railwa7 station, eoorins 

anerel d1 root hit a, 

O!l'!l!!I Air Poro•. llaroh la t , D&711S)lt aotivit7 

A bcabor •a• daotl'019d b7 our fiihtera ott the 

I ale/ 
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Ial e ot Wight , 

8. Night ot Wirch let/2nd. 110 aircrett were OYer 

th1e country . bombing was widespread and not intense. One 

ene1117 boiober waa destroyed oft the coast ot Scotland. 

9. At ~al ta six J . U. 88 ' • escorted by tightera made 

an attack on March let , Many bombe were dropped, but 

only alight damage waa done , 

10. Ai rcrart casualtiee in operations oTer and ~rom 

Brit iah Isle a , 

German: three tightera deatroyad and two bombere 

deetroyed. 

British: nil . 

11. Hano Security. Ni ght ot March lot/2nd. So:oe 

residential damage wee caused at Hull rendering eeYeral 

persona homel eoe and a bua depot we.e <lalrulged by fire at 

Sout hampt on, 
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T:::Lr: >A: :t::C::!L 'RO: Lo::uo:r 

Jli,~ ;;i .nc·-1 ~rd , 1941. 

l. ~ 

rli.r.e coaGt~l aircra!t o •• second 

£Lttacko co.1vo1 or c:even n-•rc'1a;.1t vesoelo 

oJ:r tan· sh coost . o~e 2, 000 ton •1aa hit 

a~1d- olt1ps wit! torpedo . 

2 . There le evidence t: !lt Italian re-

1.'l!'O?'Ce.:ento l-..ove i·ocently arriv in ~·r1pol1 . 

::o detoll!I o: :itra. bth are ro•1 nvai1o.ble but 

idontifieations a.re i:oin sou_:ht . 

3 . 10 ~ t... 1:1 . i.. "."':CE . 

·;:~··t o. 2nd/2rd . 71 bo:·bero were 

aent out , p1•inc1p~l tar et 'r.Jino cruiser at 

.i: r"st . 10 rt._~orts nt ,,recent nvellablt • 

4 , .. -R ft. AI!: ~R:E . 

t...ar~> 2cd. Activit;, eli&-tt co • .:i1.:lt1n .... 

c~lerl: oi' ~:orth Seo. !"Oconaiosancee. A '"":ui•_"icane 

et.at dovm one e!le:Tlj bo bar ott eaat conot and 

2 I:ur1•1cones ~a; a,::ed. a .·ac:~e.- 1u1~ or ~hotl.-.ad , 

.1 ~ t o ... 2nd/:ird, ou n ... activit:r ne.,::11..,i'blo . 

5 , Al"'Cra:"t casa tlea ln opel'o.t1ono over and 

tro .. re,.,t ::.rltdr. . 

Gor:i tm ho1·bers destrt.::red, l , d.., n.:;ed , 1 . 

-r1t1eh: G io~ber• mi••ing . 
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Tcle;ram rece1vod trom London 4-tcd March 4th, 1941. 

!!!!!!· 
Small rare• ot bOll'boro attacked 111pper claes 

ol'Uieer at Breat n1aht ot }rd/4th - no rooults kno..n yet , 
2 . naval aircraft boc:lbed North P.arbour Maea••• 
after dark on Karch let. Bomb• hit ""'411 floating dock 
believed to contain U-boat . "Upright" repor t a she put 
one t orpedo into uneecorted ehip eouth caet or sra.x on 
February 23rd , ah1p burat 1Mo tla:..ea and believed aanlc, 
aloo night of February 24th/25th ahe hit w1th one torpedo 
out or tour the laraoat ot 3 enemy war ah1pa o!ther 
Armando class cruieer or ~avJcatore cle£a destroyer but 
rate or ahip not obaerved . ,. A . P. tra.,ler "CobbOl"&" bolli"bed and sunk orr 
Loweetott on March 3rd: troop convo; o~ 16 ohipo 
total ling 314,599 GR ton• hae arrived at suoz. 
4 . W111tery - Bulgaria . 

Reported 20 Ganr.an divia1ona 1nolud11>g 4 
armoured and 3 10otorized are llOving South tree 
Roum.anio. aennan troops crooaed the Danube at 6 po1nt& 
and moving on three mei n ro~tea towards GornR Dlumayo., 
f'rovd1 y and star• zagora. Advance unt ta appear to have 
reached a line Waritea . Large numbera or German troops 
reported in Burges and eJ\t1- a1rcral't unite at V&rna . 

Total Italian Libyan priaonera taken in 
Libya alone is l}}, 000. 

6 ./ 
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On arc' <> '001u:: bo bers 00<101.•tod 

.. r1 .. t re att-..ac· e ... era: 1.1 1"0:e . a • oey 

al!'C:aft ~ut::-o~d on th ,,.oun!I a::d ot~. • 

dau o i . 

9 . 

pat:-ol~ took fl6ce ove. !:io7er 

Straita ao t o! -· lch new 1. ov r E"at J:o nt; . 

al'\oto .... aer .x!l'O c 1 ·:o lio:'::te 1 but ,.t r' •l ia. a e .. . 1 htore • r~ .. .. ea II" 

an.1 " t r I er.:' Aircraft ct•aal,od on lAnclin,.. . 

10. 

•lthou 

1 !. or r ·• ~rd/4tb . Entt:7 activit7 
not t.eaYt WI. lar..,. l'" t :_an Of le.to . !130 

o1rcrart plo~toJ or wjuch zo ri·otabl,· 1ne 

Cardlf! a.La o~ject.L vt n:ld :s ea tcroi1 

c cour:-ed tl=ewl: e.-e . 

11 . Ah-erntt eao~olt1c• rro111 op•r•Uone 

over and. t l'O t e r .Lt.:. 1. I ala 1 . 
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- PEGRADEO 
• "CLASS I I c. .) IAITllH , ........ 

WAI HINCTOM. D. C. 

111rch 7th , 1941 

Dear Ur . vree1dent , 

I enclose herein a copy or 

the lateat report r eceived fr Octt London 

on the m.i l ite.r y •1tua t 1on . It we e 

da t ed ~arch 5th. 

Bel1eve me , 

Dear Ur . Prea i den t , 

Very sincerely your• , 

The Honourabl e 

Prsnkl 1n D. Rooeevelt, 

Preai<lent of the United Stat ee or /unerica , 

Wa bhingt on , D. c. 



Telegram trom London dated 

Karch 5th, 1941 

l!aval. 

Purther minn dropped by aircraft Suez Canal 

on llarch Jrd. It had been expected the Canal would be 

open by II.arch 3rd. The poeitions ot the new minee aa 

plotted conaidered fairly accurate. 

2. "Canberratt and "Leander" P .l.: . March 4th , 300 

miles South East or tho seychellee eighted merchant 

veaael and tanker. Wintin 20 minutee both were on tire 

and later eank. l(archant ahip YU German S .s . "Cobur8" 

ot 7400 tone which recently left Uaeaawa and the tanker 

wae Norwegian "Ketty Brov1g" ot 7000 tone previouely on 

paeeage t"rom Bahrein to Lourenco llartuee . 

J . on llarch 4th, euoc•eetul operation against 

tieh oil planta in four prlnoipal tithing porte Loto t en 

Island auooeeetully CCIClpleted by unite or the Home Fleet. 

4. Prisoners taken were German or Qui111ng 

Rorwegiana. Special eerv1ce and Norwegi&n troops were 

'""Ployed. 

5 . Aircran on patrol Dutch coaet dropped 250 

poWl<ia ot -b• :>en Helder dock& n1aht ot II.arch Jrd/4th, 

which caueed very heavy explosion. Aircr&tt 

reoonna111anoe Tripoli harbour p.m. March }rd, showed 

• isht larp ahipa, 21 medium, 2 4 amall craft. Two aulea 

North were two lara• merchant •••••la and two deat royera -

15 mil•• North a warahip with one deetroyer atandins b7 

wae ••• to be on tire. 

6 . !!1lHar1. Ital11111 Somaliland. 

wa have occupied Bula Burt!, our patrol• hive 

reached Iaha Baido, and hne captured 200 priaonere, 

111\IOh traneport and 20, 000 pllona or petrol . Priaonere 

now uceed 10 , 000 . 1.1 
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7 , Bulgaria. 

Sixteen or Bulgaria'• aeventeen infantry 

divieiona are now reported lllOb111zed and mov ... ent or 

Bulaerian troop• towarda Turk1ah rronti er cont1nuee. 

S , Royal Air Poree night of llarch }rd/4th, 

43 tone of H.! . and 7500 i ncendiariea were 

dropped on Cologne; a tire 3/4 ot a mile long waa lett 

burning on the Weet aide ot the r i ver. 

March 4th, in tho attorooon 2 aweopa wore 

carried out over the Channel each by 3 equodrona ot 

t i lbtera but oo en""'y a iroratt were eeen. A Splttir• on 

photographic reconnai68ance ehot down an ene:oy tighter 

near Breat. 

10. The nlgbt ot March 4th/5th, bad weather on 

the Continent prevented opera tiona. 

11. Greece . 

On March 3rd, Hurrlcanee ahot down tive out ot 

ten Italian bombers returning r r oa Larisaa. 

12. oe...,.n Air Poree. 

111&bt or 11arch 4th/5th, about 50 ene111Y aircrett 

were operating or which about 12 were minelaying in the 

T"-"'e• Eatuary , the rt111aindar awept South walea area . 

One aircratt wee destroyed by our night tightore and two 

othora are reported to have been ahot down . 

13. A1rerart caaualtiee in operation• over and 

tl'oa the Brit iah Jalaa. 

German 

Br 1t1eb 

Deatro7e4 
2 

14. Homa BaclU'itz. 

!Ul 

Probable 
2 

light or llaroh 3rd/4th. caaualtiea a t Cer4itr 

aatl.aat94 46 killed an4 es ••rioual7 wound94. 



15. K1ght ot MllJ'ch 4th/5th. Some tiree were 

aterted in Card1tt area ~ut were QU1ckly under 

control, Penarth railway 1tat1on received a direct 

h1t . very 11ttle damage , very tow oasual tiee anywhere . 
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~ It: - ."Z> Rot LO?:OO!" 
;. '"W ARCH Cth , 1941 

vUU Car.el ot 111 olc oo!I b-"t et.1r• 
dr4'CL"l lest ~JA::i ~O to t. -..~ e"lt r Po.r-t ;.>aJ.~ 

tL e. s tpt c :a el . 

2 . C i o wc.·e e-q:lo:!e Llv rpool ...a .. en 

arc 6t2-l 11 ;.o ot or1 e~plo~~ elaew &l"t ono 
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REGO/'OEO 
UN CL '- .t:•JEO 

Dear llr . Presi dent, 

BR ITISH lMIASIY, 

WASH I NCTON , O. C . 

lO tb Marob, 1941 . 

I enclose berein copies 
o! t he two latea t reports recei ved 
from London on tb e military s i tuati on . 
'l'bef wer e dated l~arch Sth. 

The Honourable 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr . President, 

Very sincerelr roura , 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Pr eaidont o! the United Sta tes o! America, 
Was bi ng ton, D. C. 



J 

Telesra111 trom London da t ed !lar ch Bth , 1941, 

l. Navel. Norweg1•n looded Unker ( 3000 

too8) • • eunk otf the Beat coa1t yeaterday aTid a 

Br1t11h 1h1p (6 , 400 ton1) outward bound in c onvoy, 

•1th general cargo , •• e torpedoed in the North 

Wea tern approacMa early Mar oh 7th. 

2. 11111 tarr. Br1t11h 5omal1 land. Ferter 210 

mllea 1orth ot Mogadiabu on Harar r oad bae bee n 

occupied and Be l et Uen aerodrome 1e !it tor uae; 

tb.e roada and brl dgea are intact, water plentitul 

end large quant1t101 ot petr ol and oil bave been 

captured. Patrols have been sent forward to 

Oddur and Dolo (Nortb Woot ot 1;ugb Ferrand1). Amons 

material captured at and on the way to ~ogadiec1o 

are 345 , 000 gallone o! 11./T petrol •n:I B, 0 00 gallooe 

ot av ia tion petrol . 

3 . Bulsari a. German reaoooaielil&Dc e detachments 

reacbed tbe v1c1n1 ty of tbe Gree k frontier on Mar ob 

3r d and by March 5th tht ma in concentra.t1ona were 

developing in Sliveno Yambol .are•, whore heavy tanke 

ar e reported and in the Struma Valley near Oorna 

Djuma;ya and Petr1cb. Botimoted that 8 d1v1o1ons ot 

Germen troop1 ar~ 1D Bulgarian territory. 

4 . Bulgarian div11iom appear t o be d1epoeed ae 

tollowa: Y~goslav frontier l motorieed, 2 infantry, 

2 re1erve 1otantry formi ng •••• •• Turk11b frontier. 2 

motori1ed , ? infantry, Vacedon1an frontier t infantry. 

Soutbora Dobrudja l 1otantl'7. BuJ.s1r1• general hood-

quartera 11 reported at Sta r• Zagora. 

5. R.A.F. / 
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&. R. A. P. MaJ'ob 8th l ~•diu• bomber ottacked 

r all•a1 t orge t o ot Obtnt. 

Night ot MaJ'ob 8ttV7tb. Opera t i on1 c an-

ce lltd. 

6. G.A..P. Nlgbt ot Karch &th/7th. 40 oir-

craf t wel' e operattng OY•r thte country but only 5 

oue lalaad, tba reminder ••r• •1ne-la71 ag . 

7, Mal ta . Malta wot ottookad Moreb &tb •• 

r epor ted J'tt t erda1 b1 about 100 oirorott iaclud1ag 

eo boaber • • De119go wat t ligbt a t oae oerodroma 

but a t Bol Pal' baJ'rookt and baagort oooo1dorabl1 

damaged ; 4 oiror a t t • or o dootro1od on tbe grouod 

a nd al l re•1 n1ng 1 1.rora t t on tbe a er odrome were 

rendered te..,oror111 uoter• iot oble. 11 ot our 

tigbtera 1oteroeptod t od thot down 7 00..,1 •Lrcratt 

probobl1 ao oigbtb aDd domagod tour moro. Aotl-

airor ott dutro79d a flll'tbar oino a od da-ed tour. 

Ooo of our tlgl>tort ii m1111ng. 

9 . Alrcr1tt ea1ualtl e1 tn oper1tloo1 arer a nd 

tro• Bri t 11b Iol•• · 

a ..... dutr o7od ono, da .. g1d ooo. Brlt1tb 

nil. 

e. Marob 7t h. Two R.A. P. aoro-

dro•• ••• a t •cMed b7 • •• • •• • •J 10•• damage t:o 

baildl .. 1 but DO 1or10U1 aa1ual t111. 



Telegrem recehed trom London dated )larch 8 , 1941. 

l . .!!!!!!• In t:lle Sues Canal d1ver1 have 

located minea which wore counter-mined, Believed 

~ llinea remoin to be dealt w1tb, expected Canal will 

be open llarcb Vtb, 'rwent7-three m1ne1 were ex-

ploded at var1ouo home port• on March 7th , 

2, One enemy a1rcratt la 1d min .. ott Sa7ere 

p.m. ot I.larch 7th, L.L. eweepera detonated tbeoe 

the •me at ternocn. Between l4 .~O and 16. 30 hou r a 

llarcb 7th eix al.l'cratt laid minea in tile Humber 

entrance, fifteen were •••n to drop . 

3 . On !:arch 7th coovo71 were ataockod by U­

boat 1o tho Weotero a ppr ca ohe a and oft tbe But 

Cout b7 a1rcratt, and during the nlght of llaroh 

7th-8th b:y B-boate. Ot tbe n1oe 1b1p1 torpedoed 

or damaged b7 aircratt tour o1nk1ng or aunk . One 

drcratt a hot down one damaged , 

4. On March 7th ott the Hook ot Holland a 2500 

ton marobant ve11el .,.. bombed and latt a1nk1ng b7 

ooaat•l aircraft. 

Stb1op1a, Io GoJja m area patriot operation• 

continue agal.Det retrea ting garrlaoo ot Bur71. 300 

pr11ooera and four gun• h•~• been captured and ID 

aeroplane allot down . 1,700 duertero bavo ou r ren-

deritd . 

6. ICOD7! ColOD7o lleav7 rain b• falle n on 

Ethiopian border and amn7 roado ar e undor water. 

7 , R.t..P. liar oh 7tb, Duri ng the day aircrat t 

from the Coa1tal Command bombed an aerodrome in 

HcllaDll bi ttlag bangar1 •ho 111val doolt711'4 at 

l>nbelder and left a l,llOO ton Ml'obant 'HIHl 1D a 

llnll:1ns/ 
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a1nk1ng condltlon ott ti. Dutch Coeat, 

8, llgbt ot llarcb 7tb-Marcb 8th. Oper1tlcna 

caocelled. 

9 , Oermn Alr Porct. llarob 7tb about !l!t7 

•••1111 1lror1!t were operating 0Terl1nd l a wide 

localit1ea and tort7 more were working ott Beat 

coa1t. One en••7 aircraft •• dutro7ed b7 anti-
o1rcratt ebore batter7 •nd ooo bJ a Navlll. trawler, 

a tbl.J'd bit tbo -•t o! 1 obip and craebed. 

lo . Nlgbt March 7-larob 8tb. Aotivit7 

negl1glble. 

11. Ila lt1. Nlgbt ot larch 6tb/lorob 7tb. 

Tirol•• 00097 aircraft .. do individual attack• on 

variou1 objoothu without oauelng urioua damage 

or ca1ualt1••. 

12. larob ?tb, Four bombera uoortod b7 10 llB 

109' • domaged • Sundarllnd b7 m1cbioe- guo fire, 1bot 

down • Glen llartin IUld alao one Hurricane out of 

onen • blcb lnteroopted . Pilot enod. 'l'llo •••mr 
alroratt •ar• probabl7 d11tro70d b7 anti• alrcraft 

tl.re , 

lS, Al.J'oratt cuualtlee la oporatlon• ••or Ind 

!ro• Br1tlob Iolu. 

Bri tl8b nil. 

l•. llo9'I Seourlt7 Maroh 7tb. A ball- bearing 

taotor7 no bit Ind ur1ouol7 d•lll8*' • 'l'blrtr· •lx 

poroon1 •r• kill.a and tort7• enu Hrloual7 1nlareol1 
produotlnn bu be., atoppod probablJ tor on111 d•JW• 

111. Ilia/ 
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15. Six Ro1al Ur Poro• 1 ta t1001, a balloon 

barrage centre 1od an lnt1ntr7 traini ng centre were 

attacked . Li ttle daaage and t ew cuualt1u. 



.-

Deor Mr. President, 

8AITl tH lMI AtlY, 

WASM I NOTON, O. C . 

r.lill'Ch 12th , 1941 . 

I enclose herein copies or the 

l atest reports received from London on 

the military Bi tun ti on. They were 

dated I.la rch 9th and !larch 10th. 

Believe me, 

Dear !.ir . P1•esident , 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America , 

Washington, D. C. 



T!flGRAH R!CBIVJ:I> PROM LQ!!pOll DATii> l!AJ!CH 10th, 1941 . 

l . !lnal . B Boats approachine; two convoy• ott 

Baet Cout Diiht ot 9th/10th, were driven ott b7 "Worcester• 

and •aoutMown•. No apparent damage to aey ship. Ona Mine­

sweeper ia lllined an4 aunl< ott Duna:eneae. 

2. During attack on Malta by titteon enelll)' air-

oratt nisht or March 7th/8th, Hie Majeaty's Ship "Illl!)orial" 

slightly damaged , s.s. "Baaox" damaged by two hits and one 

near m1••· 
M.s. Trawler "lladina" attacked by Hoi nltel air-

cratt ott Yanaouth a .m. llarch 8th waa not dll:l&t;ed but aho 

ouerely damaged and set on tire tho aircraft w1 th machine 

sur>a· L&ot aeen diving towards the aoa . 

4 . Two East Coast Convoys bombed p.m. March 9th 

ott Aberdeen Coast - no danwgo - but one ahip or channel convo7l 

in tho Straite ot Dover wae hit by bombs night or March 9th/ 

10th. 

5. !l1l1t!J7• South Baat Europe. Total Gorman 

ell Yiaiona in South Baa t IUropo now probably twenty-eight. 

Total or thirty t o thirty-two d i Yiaiona may be reached in tho 

near future . A;pprox1matel7 thirteen Gorman diviaiona reported 

in Bulgari a. 

6. l oral Air Poree. llaroh 11th and March 9th/10t h. 

!lo oporationa by -..r comMlld owina to weather. 

1 . A1ban1•· On llarch 8th eighteen -411111 - ... 

eacorted b7 tighteN -d '!'epolene and large •- coDY079 

in the violn1t7 . 

8 . 

two and one-halt tona ot -· on Diredan. 

Q!wp Mr roro1 . Karch 9th. In earl1DC mom-

i n& 'wln lleawNolmlU 109'• Mda an lnettectl•• aUaolt on 

Alana-

I 



llanaton aerodrome. 

10. Night or llarch 9th/10th. Chiet attack 

again against London by about 120 aircratt and eube1diary 

attack waa made on Portamouth. 

London. Raid lasted longer J:han previous 

night but there was leas c1amage. Blight damage waa 

caused in two docka and to house property in the East end. 

Portsmouth. some damage waa done to 

barracks end also in docka. 

llal ta. At dawn llarch 9th four enemy 

tighter& and a bomber approached at aea level and 

attacked an aerodrome where one HUrricane wae burnt and 

another damaged. Somber crashed on Gozo and crew were 

killed. 



1'ELEORALI RECEIVED FROM LONDON DATED l!ARCH 9th, 1941. 

l. !!!!!· Scharnhorst and Gneisensu were sighted 

p ,m. llerch 8th by an airerat't from H.11.S. "tJAlaya" whilst 

escorting a convoy midway between the Canaries and cape 

Verde Islands. "llalaya" turned towards and subsequently 

sighted one battle cruiser but on receiving aircraft'• 

report of two battle oru1sere, "Malaya" retired to cover 

the convoy. This convoy was attacked by U-boat one hundred 

and eighty miles west of Cape Blanco early a. m. llarch 8th 

and five merchant shipe were sunk out or fifty-tour. 

2. In the East Coast convoy attacked by E boats 

on the night or llarch 7th/8th one further British merchant 

ship or 2,000 tons was also sunk maki ng total ot' three sunk, 

two beached. 

3 . His llajesty' s Destroyer "Greyhound" sank Italian 

submarine "Anf'1trite• forty miles south or Creta on llarch 

6th an4 took thirty-nine prisoners. 

11111tary. Eritrea, to 8.50 p.m. llarch 7th. In 

the Red Sea area our troops are now ten miles North or 

Keren. In Barentu area our patrols have reached a point 

three miles East or Areaea . 

s. Ethiopia. In lletemna area patrid:forcea have 

occupied a camp fourteen miles north or oondar . I n OOjj .. 

area retreating garrison or Burye were ambushed by Ethiopian 

troopa north or Dambach& and suffered three hundred caaual­

tiee including one hundred killed. 

6 . XUgoalaY1a. Three anal.ea etalloned on the 

Bulgarian and Rouman1an frontiers are reported mobilising; 

etrength or Yuaoel avia llaroh 9th would therefore be about 

600,000 and 1e expected to reach 600, 000 b;y llarch 10th. 

7. Roral Air Poree . llarch 8t h no major operatione 

/un4ertllken. 



undertnken. 

8 . Night ot KMrch 8th/9th no nit)\t bomber• eent 

out owing to probable weather deterioration but nine air­

craft ot the Fighter Cocaand went to attack aercdrcmee in 

Northern France and probably damaged two enemy alrcrart. 

9 . Ger,,..n Air Force . Karch 8th, only twelve air-

oratt were plotted ovor the country durina tho day. 

10. Ni ght or March 8th/9th. About 120 enemy air-

craft were operatlna and a abort but 1ntenaive attack wae 

directed again.8t London by about sixty ot them; other 

looalltiea visited were south :&aet l>ngl.and, Eaet Anglia and 

Portamouth trcm which no eer1oua damage or casual tl&a have 

been reported. Ant1-a1rcratt claim three enemy aircraft 

destroyed and two damaged . 

11. Kalta, Night or Karch 7th/8th, fifteen enemy 
I 

bombora caused allebt damaeo to a naval atoro. 

18. Aircraft caeualt1ea 1n operationa over and from 

the Br1t1eh Ialee. 

Genaan: probable three, damaged four. 

Br1 Ueh: nil . 

Home Security. London, fifty caaualt1oa wore 

effected; damage of military 1111Portance waa alight; tires 

in London end Cheney Docke eoon put out . Cate de Parle 

receind a direct hit and t ... nty-alx pereone are reported 

killed Uld over eighty inlured. The North Lodge or 

Buokilllb• Palace waa demoliebed. 



-
IRITllH EMIAllY, 

WAIHIMCTOM, D. C . 

March 13th, 1941 . 

Deer Mr. President, 

I enclose here1r a copy or the 

lnteet report received from London on 

the mili tary sit ua t i on . It wee doted 

March 12 th . 

Bel ieve 11.e , 

Deer Mr. Pr ee ident , 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Presiden t of the United Stnt eo of America, 

Washington, o.c. 



W.J!G!W! REO!IY!l! ll!O!! LOl'!IX>!j l!A!'ED .!!ARCH 12t h I 1241. 

1 . EaTtl. Alr reconne1aeance p. m. !larch 10th showed 

Blpper c rut ter out or dr7-dock and tlongaide jetty. 

2. Ono deetro7er wat terlouely damaged and t mine 

1woep1na trawler end eubalarine rloet1na dock eunlt in alr 

attack on Portemouth n1ght or !!Bl'Ch 10th/11th . 

}. Same nlght deetro7er "llolderneea• deatro7ed by 

dtrect h1t rrom tour inch suns en enemy aircraft minel oyina 

ill the Thamet .::t tuBJ'y, 

4. A 8r1t1eh ship ( 5 ,250 tone) wee torpedoed and aunlt 

by a submarine 11l the Horth Thames eppr oachee on !larch 8th. 

5 , !!Ultarr - Belkane. There are now probably t wellty­

e lght German diTieione in touth- eatt Europe . Increased 

railway movements 1nto Roumen1e are reported and a total or 

thirty - thlrty-two d1Tit1ona may wal l be reached ln the 

neu tutuN. 

6. R1ght Clenaan d1T1e1ona incl udi ng motor1eed d1T1a1one 

have entered .B'llgeria v1a Dobrudja. Troop moT8mente were 

reported ill the TIU'ioua diatriote between !larch 9tb/10th and 

large petrol, mmltion and rood d1apa at ltal'llOYtt. It would 

appear that about thirteen German diT1eiona are represented 

tn Bulearia al though t everel are unlikely to be at tull 

ttreqth. 

1. Rory ,Mr fOrot. Jl&llt or !larch 9tb/10th. •t111rt7-llint 

batTJ' and med1111D bomber• attacked three Ollanntl porte and 

ninetttll hefTJ' boabert Nldtd i llduetriel area ot Cologne. 

'1'llO eirar-" are a1ea1na . 

11. Albania· light or !!aroll 8tb/9th. Hubour 1utalla-

t1ont at Duraaac were euooetttully atttcked b7 our bombert . 

9 . !!arch 9th. Pittten Oladiatare •nalllled a ro ... ati on 

ot t llirt;r-ttH en_, bombtrt and thtrt7 tipttre oftr 

/ ltela7tf. 



Kelo;vre. Six tighter• and a bomber were deatroyed and 

one fighter and one bomber probably destroyed, One 

Gladiator ahot down (pilot aafe), and another d&Maged. 

10, German Air Poree. Night ot March 10th/11th. 

An attack waa made on Portsmouth by about 150 aircraft, 

Our night-tightera destroyed ona bomber and another forced­

landed in Eaat Anglia. 

ll , Malta. On March 10th, enemy fighters carried out 

a low-tl7ing attack on St. Paul's Bay. One "Sunderland" 

was burned and another slightly damaged. Ground defences 

claimed one enell)y aircraft destroyed and two damaged. 

12. Aircraft casualties over and from British Isles:-

German - Destroyed 

Britieh - Damaged 

B:>mbere 1, deatrorec. 
1, night tighter 

...!.......forced landed 
Total: } 

l t'ighter 
1 tighter mieeing 
2 bomber• missing 

l}. Bome Security. Portsmouth and dietrict . Attack 

wee heavy, Considerable damage by fil'O to Royal Naval 

barrack&; ••veral tirea &tarted in the docky~rd wh•~· power 

atation and two electric workehopa were damaged. 'lbree oil 

cisterns set alight at Gosport and Victualling Yarde 

reported burned out. Damage to utility aerYice in the 

dietrict and SOllB tempor1lr7 railway dislocation. 

14• BuJ.1aria. llonmant ot Genaen Air Porco into 

Bulgaria oontinuee. Bulgaria anti-aircraft and f ighter 

detanoee era now under Oennan Air Force operational oon;mand 

and will co- operate with th ... 
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110 l n pc r t.o e ' 

l'I . : 1r: 1 

t!. .t.or• . 

1 

• • 2$0 

10. 

A.,. So--.:.tl< 

&O!)le r., ore 

!' ::- 0 1:, 

La were 

bOl:.olo oo • 

be !o 11 01 c en t1•1 01 

1)1ty rn~ -,tpe peo:-lo w1ro kill• l'lnd s"v4!!n eor10'1al1 

lnj u·<>: . 

:?O . ... -~ o t re Wtt'O ""ll.1 !. or ~ ldonto . 
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Dear llr . President , 

IRITllH UU ... U Y, 

WAI HIHCTOM , D. C. 

Maroh 14th , 1941 . 

I enclose herowith a copy or 

tho latest report received from London 

on the l!lil1ta1-y situation. It wae dated 

llarch l~th . 

Believe me, 

Dear llr . President , 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United Statee of America, 

Washington , D.C. 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED PROW LOl;])()N DATED MARCH 
THIRTEENTH, 1941. 

1 . (A) !.!!!!!· Horne watera : attacks by aircraft. 

llorwegian ahip (1,630 t ons ) dwnaged oft weat coast 
on 10th has reached port in tow. 

?light ot the llth/l2th. Attack on ah1:i>a in 

Manchester Ship Canal resulted in one British (6 ,000 tons) 
and one Swedish ship {l,200 tons) being sunk and two British 
ships (totalling 16 ,900 tona) damaged. Daylight of the 
12th, One Br itish ahip {7 ,000 tone) in home- bound convoy 
with car&o of wheat seriously damaged off wes t Knclish 
coast and two Bri tish shi:i>s (totalling 8 1670 tona) were 
bombed oft the East Coast. 

(B) By mines. One Dutch ship (400 tone) damaged off 
the south west English coast. 

2. Mediterranean. 1\vo French ships ( totalling 3,060 
tone) passed Gi braltar west bound March llth escorted by a 

French mine sweeper . 

3 . Military. ItalJ.an Somaliland . Our troops occupied 
Dagahbur (100 miles south south east or Jijiga) . On March 

10th. Enei:iy losaea since our croesina Juba River on 
February 17th now estimated at over 31 , 000. 

4. Yugoslavia. All armies now mobilising. Covering 
troope in position on all frontiers on which attack by 

Germany or Italy can come. 

5. ~rkay. One divi sion has moved to Reoomza area 
troc near Uzunkopru and a second diviaion from the eame area 
is reported to have moved to East Ergen River i n support. 
Troops in Cataloa line have bean reinforced by one division. 
6 . Royal Air Poree. !light of 12th/13t h . Total ot 
266 aircraft dispatched . Main targets Berlin {72), Hamburg 
(88), Bremen (86), Bouloe;ne and Calais (7). Preliminary 

/reports 



report& a~ow that a large per cent ot boobera attacked 

their primary tar~eta . Seven aircraft have tailed to 

report to their base. Five ti&htera were dispatched on 

ottenaivo operations ageinot aerodromes in North Franco. 

S1x !eaurorta carried out a special aweep in Skageruok 

and a direct hit by torpedo woo mo.do on ono enemy doetroyer. 

7. Tripoli. Night or lOth/llth. Three Wollingtono 

aucceaetull.y attacked tho harbour and another destroyed 

rive aircraft on the eround at Makine (forty mileo eouth 

ot Sirto) and dlll:la<;ed several othoro. 

s. Rhodes . Night or the lOth/llth. Aerodrcmeo at 

Catav1a and Calato were attacked by twelve bomboro. 

9. Albania . Daylight . Gladiators destroyed tour 

fighters (0. 50) and d8lllll5ed throe others. 

10. All our aircraft returned safely tr""' tho above 

operotiono in the lliddle saat. 

11. German Ai:- Poree. Daylight of the 12th. EnOOIY 

made two amall !ighter-aweepa ot! l!aat Kent and an increased 

number ot aoa reconna1asancea. Arter an attack on Hawk1nge 

aerodrome, our tightero deotroyod one Mosoerschml.dt 109 and 

damaged a aeoond. 

12. Night of the 12th/l~th. 230 to 250 aircraft 

attacked thia country, the lari;er proportion operotilll in 

L1Yer~ool area . Report.a ao tar received aho• that our 

tightero deotroyed tivo, probably 4eetroyod tour and damaged 

two ene~ airorott. One ono1:1;< aircraft wao deatroyed b)' 

ball>on barraae. 

13, At homo· !!ome oeaurib. !!enieat and moat w1do-

aprea4 attacta tor aome monthe , Greatest concentratiOft on 

llerHy•14• wllere many bomb• tell on 4ocu at Liverpool , 

Walluey en4 BirkeDheed, but none or U.e 4-ge appea" 

/vital 



vi till . A large floa tins Ol'Ane wus sunk. Boarorth w1I'o­

leaa station near Liverpool autrered e major breakdown. 

House property and utility aervicee in Liverpool area have 

IJUt't'ered extensively . Caeualtiee - at present - d1t't'1cult 

to aaaeaa but do not appear to be heavy in proportion to 

the acale ot the attack. In the rest or the country, 

mojor incidents occurred only at Southwnpton where damage 

wee oaueod t o reeervoir and to Harl end and Wolff ' a Yard 

and at St. Kval aerodrome . 

14. Aircraft casualties over and above British !alee: -

Q!nnan Deatro:i:ed . Probabl:t destro:ted . D&ma£ed. 

Bombers 8 s 6 

Fighters _ l_ _ o_ _ _l _ 

Totals 9 5 6 

British: seven bombers m1ea1ne. 
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lllllTllH EMIAllY. 

WAIM INCTON, D, C , 

F 

Dear Mr. Preelden~, 

I enclolO herein a cop1 or Lbe 

l&t.eRt r eport rece ived ft'om London on t.n.e 

m1l 1tary eiLuaLlon . 

Hl.h. 

Believe me , 

Ot>•r ?Jr. P1·eel dent., 

Very eincerely ,youre , 

'l'be Honour able 

Prankl.Ln D. Roo1evelt. , 

PreaidenL of Lho Un1Led SLeLee of America, 

Washln~Lon, D. C. 



Twl•ll'• reoei H4 troa LondOD 

da\ed II.arch 11. th, 1941. 

~ 

Hi• 11.aJeetr'• Sloop 8CAllBOROUGH intercepted 

ho •ol'ftcian wbalere Mnt in priae br Genun raider 

111 South Atlantia , :550 ail•• "et ot Oe,pe Pi1>iaterra, 

March l)th. Both •h•lere •outtled themeelYea, l a ........ 
ottioer, 7 ratingo and 22 llorweciana were piclte4 up, 

2. ll1n1 ... 1per 11.ILPOllJ> QUEii ettaclte4 and 

alaloet oert•inl:r dHtro;re4 a 11. 0. 17 ott Great Ya.->uth, 

March 12th. 

), 8'l1-arine ftIUllPH aank two 11111rch&Dt neaela 

ot 2,500 tona each anchored ott Melito South ot Ital7. 

4, OOrrectiOD to cuualtiea et Portaaouth, 

J1ght ot II.arch lOtb/llth. SerYiceer 54 
killed, 113 wounded. 0 1Yilian• , 10 killed, l)l wounded. 

Thia wu tor the whole ot the Baapah1re area, not 0Dl7 

l'ort-uth, 

5. MILITARY 

Thora ia reliable eYi4ence that German 

toroee in t'ripolit&Die oontizlue to be re-intorced •iD17 

b:r atw0ured unite . Total Ge...., etrancth 10 tar thought 

not to axoaa4 l diYioioa. 

6. Rozel Air roroe. llilbt ot llal'ch 12tb/13th. 

-biDC ruult• Hl'7 11'11taotor7, Taraeta hit 1nolu4•4 

Blom u4 Vo•• lhipJard, _.......,, J'ooke WUJ.t teotorr, 

Breaen, ill4•\rial u4 dooke .,... iD Berlin u4 dooke 

at BoulOID•• 

7. lla1'Ch lJtll. 9 tiahter 1qu4ro111 oarri•4 

_, -•P onr 11or u..r. rrano• .... ••oortiDC •41-
-·,.. to attaok Oalaie a•ro-. JlviDC .., :5 ID.., 

airoNt't,I 



-2-

airer.rt deetro7ed , 2 probable and l damaged; 2 

Bp1ttirea ahot do.,, , 1 pilot •iasing, Merchant 

Yaaael or 2,000 tons ... hit b7 bomb ott Norw~ and 

another (},700 tone) probabl7 damaged b7 near miea 

otf Dutch coaat. 

6. Bight or Karch 13/J.lith. 

15} boabere aent to Hamburg (139) 

Rotterdam (14); eoma mine la71ng and 1eatlot dropping 

oTer !forthweat P·rance aleo carried out . Six aircraf't 

m1aa1ng and l Well esley shot down oTer this country. 

A Beauford torpedoed and aanl< },000 ton merchant Yesael 

otr Dutch coaet • 

.Rhodes , 

On night or March 11th/12th, 5 heayY 

bombera attacked harbour and 2 eorodromee, at both 

ot which l arge tiree were s t arted, 

lo . German A1r Poree. Karch 13th. 

About 33 eno57 a1rcrart approached our 

coaa t a and 3 R. A.F. atationa were attacked. 

11. Bight or Karch l3/14th. 

About 400 aircratt came onr or which 

about 6o ~oncentrated on Glasgow area. 

12, Bolab1ng • aa wideepread and Yar7 (worda 

omitted) Glasgow, Humber , Kerae7 Sida and 

Southampton area• were attacked. In Olaagow &rfla 

4aaage wu cauaed to ra1l•&J' •erTicea and docka and 

high axploaiYaa tall in 2 ahipbuild i ng 7arda; tire• 

ware etarted in Hillingdon induatrial aatate. At 

Ol7debanlt tiraa oooured a t Johll Brc""'• 7arda and at 

a Di a t1ll•r7 • Serioua damage waa oauaed to Ro7al 

Ordnance Paotor7 at llalau1r. On Karaa711da oone1derabla 

demac• waa oauaad to prcpert7 in Wallaaa7 area but 

no/ 



no • i tal poin t e were hit. Some damase ••• ceuaod 

to 1nclwltr1el propert7 1n Hull. 

l}. Alrcra.t't caauel tlea in operetlona o•ar and 

troa the British !alee, 

German; 

Deatro7ed by dll7 }, b7 night l }, on March 

12tbi probabl7 deatro7ed; d•7 2 , night nil , March 12th1 

4 ... s•d d•7 1, night 5 M•rch 12th. 

Br1t1ah. 

7 bomber&, 2 f i ghters (1 pilo t aa.t'e) 
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TJ:L .o ~ H :T. ?! U·!iDl"l!T D .T~ :t.\· CH 1-.TH. 19hl. 

l . During nn 111.r ~tt ,c'• on the Clyde area night ot l~iu·oh 

13th/14th two destl'oycrs building dru:tqicd. Other nhipe 

supert"icial dW!lll e onl~r· 

2. At Liverpool nii:;ht of t:nrch 12th/13th 7 me!'chnnt vcooe1o 

were drun ged. 

3, Off Lo\1catoft and Ym-nouth ni•ht of l~nroh l4t!./loth E- llO-

nto r1crc active. '""'Or.Gntile 11 on c cort rrl. .ed by 2 torpcdoea . 

4- ~:·:..rly on t:o.rc h 15th co atal o.1rcr!.l.1"t bom"bod docl~O Clt 

D1~est l~O 'dl'"Ohin ·:hiCh 110.:f hUVC been 0. Ger;lOJl Cl'"'ticcr . 

5 , R<-,Y;L .. Il' .-'O"?C": 

?light of 1:11rch 13th/14th. 1<tt"ck on ind•t<>trio J nd 

shipyards at Homburg very fcrocioWl ; 81~ tono of high cxp1oo1••o 

and 13 , 0 10 1ncond1n.r1ea drop ed under eood cunditionJ . 

6. »J:Gl!T '1P IL OH 14th/15th 

159 aircr<U't cent rut .,'1th =in objective oynthetic oil 

pluntn at (161ocnlcircbon (101 111rcrn1't) , other objectives 

1ndnotrio1 centre at Duo e1dol'f (2!~) , potroleurt, harbour 

nt Rottcrdrun (13) , loo so'le r.tine laying. T"ifo ot our uir ­

or'.d't m1a ... 1ne. Four fi('hter J.lBo curried out ot"t"e~ive 

oper' tione over uerodr:xws 1n north ·1eot P:• n ee . 

7. ~llO".:s. s.,,,., nic;ht 14 nil'cr!ll't uttnckcd 4 ucr odror.W>a 

wit h 01 ti st ·,c tory ro 1tl ~o •. 

8. 

Re,•orto o .ow that during tho nii:ht or ?:o.=>ch l;'lth/11.;tti , 

13 oneey ll11"Crllt't ~:ere deotr yod .nd 6 d: 1 -t!d. 

9. ;~, C;l 14th, .• ctivity limited to l'ccotllliaonncc tli!'hta 

and sea patr-olo . 

10. ;norri.' Op"' 14 th-15th. tt.bout 310 borJbcr~ tmd 69 mino-

1&.yera c ,..:)() ovor . Att eke ;Video-pro td and ac· tt¢red. l though 

1.m1n concontr• tion wna 1n Olangow nt~ea.. r r o1.i .4''ll1m1-no.ry 

rorortB J eneiey nircra.rt des troyed ond one proba.bly .oatroyed 
/by 



~. (':'olc<;l' :o tron Lond n • • 15/41) 

by 1'1 :htora , loo one b:,o o.nt1- 1rcr rt. 

ll, Ail'Ol'• rt CQDUllltiOU in Oj"ll' t10n OVCI' t:.nd 1'1'0(.1 B1•1 t1Uh 

Inl n t t of .. tr¢ 1 11 th/l!ith. 

101• : doa tr yod 
ll:'itiah: 2 1 . ..ibor 

robable l 
1n£. 

12. r I <Xi\, Ccn 1:1U·ch ll th onc .. w 1i·cr i't " 10 8 lott f'l:ring 

a.ttc.c'"o on ur !"or-.111"'4 troo1,a 11t ACho1lo. neoult : 2 ¢hsw:ilt-

1eo, Ii ener;i;:r 1rcr..rt ohot do= by 1'1lt1-D1rcl'll't 1'1ro. 

1 3. !. •• 'EC::-:.tltl. :•1ctot or t•arch ~t~/15tJ:. nt ~e:"'w• 

r'1re c UJod dCOnJ ren1dent1 l pr ,.'er't.!f nd at 2 t· ctories , 3 
tenement buildings dc1~li hed. Leeda Telephone l~;oh i.n ~e hit. 

C;insidernblt1 d·a..""1. e:e to c!10 m.d 1ndu!'Jtt•1al r1ropopty , :io.inl;y 

""""' d 
0 

liohr.ont • hit. 

14. (1 n•1 l ti~n. !'.li;ht ot '·.rch l.!th/l3th . Iivel' ~01 Md 

B1r'-cnh" d 156 k1llc4 d 7 .erlo l; injur 

l!1,. t >t !arch 13tl1/l th. 'H ""1, Cl•rde 

~ ll!i ':1llcd. !' roh 15th. !'rdin Oleo i'~ctor; •t Dnlouir , 

!•roduotion tc:-i •Ot' 'lr'4' atorped o-.1.na to lnterrupt1on ot 
ut111t~r orv1ces. ! o exten.!51ve d ui.'lge rc~orted. 



;irHOQ:'.rt b::cbed 1n ~·c Bn;.• on -c::. 15th b"'4 

P1'0COOd>d to hi>r~our . 0ft1cor coa"""'11nir .nd 88 lc11lod. 

2. P. 11. !!Arch 15tli. Fuur Br1Uah 1crch: nt oh1 o 1n 

aro Bb ut eoTon h-.mdr d n1lca we t - ?'o;•t .- .10 -t tr:Jr:l .~or~a 

do eneQY rnider s1e;n'lls, t. o !"e?Ort. d bej.nc oll1 . 

PUrther 01ennl .•acc1•1ed 1nd1cotod no nh1p being nbondoned. 

' · During air ro1d on •:anch otor ll/12th 10 1!1<1rchant 
eh1 a 4 n Y-!";,·1ng J.egr~ec. One aan!::. 

"· rlo •• • -ch 15t.>i. 1!:'1t1oh ro-ou 'cco f'llll.y 

1 n~od onot nd "cot or amn~:'.!A au orto~ by boiob1 rllnont by 

1?1a !!cjeot;; ' • a; 1 s . 

Photo-· ils or -ca 15th .0\7 ~IP cl a 
crr11 or along 1~o tor;cdo bo t ~t ti :m • ~'hreo iorchnnt 
olii o or: o~tcnd tt~c': b~ bo:abor C :..::n:md 1"cr t't r . . 
l!a.rc'.1 15~. . :mo 'Up n 

er rt n!~t or :: "°"' 15th/16t 

od hone w_to1•a J:a.::-ch 15th. 

t.t. : ed. ti:. .. a ir-

eventcen ~e ~ere deton t-

6. R, ,., p, llight or 1' rch 15th/16th. Wc3ther c>nditiono 

reduc d OI>Cr t1ono; YT "1rcr rt nro c:>< to :r.n1r.:rr aub:l!J.r.. 
1no b ee wid 21 to 1ndunr1 l to.ri;et nt Du:lselldort; one 

o.1t•crc..tt h e not rot;U·-ned. 

7 • nlb0.."11 • 0"'10:' X.OlCy:>O 0:1 UC. t4t:. tittC !ft .;.r1ti8h 

t1Chte,.• 1nto:·c•f'~ed "" or.llCIY to= t1cn or 15 b01.bo:-~ •~cort­

od by 36 fi ghter nd det1n1toly do.tr ycd ovon ono1:111 n1r ­

cr"ft ..nc1 irobo.bly tivo .o:.•a . 'i'Tlo ot ·1r t1('htora ohot down 
but 1loto a vcd . 

e. a.. ...1:-t'orc!!I . • '"Ch 15t. . ~t-c.n& det'on 1vo 
pa.trola 'oi'Ol"O 1 int inod in Do•1or Str 1 t H re'I/ nirar ,ft 

pen1tr ted oho ... t d11t co over 1.ont; ur t 1chter ro1 bl~' 

r ~·ed. one i:o cr.u:~ t l 

: :1 t or Cnroh 15th/16t;;. ,.bout 1 or.t1."Y 1r crilt't 

/»toro 



'. (Tolor;r •. r" "' f, •l\d n It •, 16/l~l. ) 
.;e:~o or..er tin= over ri o areu aJ.t.!10 tsh L nd:..n • tho c' 1or 
object1vo. c=ti:-: clo . lhortl~· at'ter dn1 t . owing 

to dote~1or tine .eathor c-mditio~ ction b!' ur n1tht ti .t­

Or!J "'' olnoot imoos iblo. 

lC. ircr rt c au ltica 1..'I oper t1 ruJ over o.n4 t'r:r1 tha 

.r1t1 h ::olo • Oe:-:.:n : do tr :."'Cd .. o, -o;, le a , d ::eel 

nc . 'll.·1t1oh: one hor.boi· ra!o inn. 

11. J,o:;., ccurity. 1 ·ht or ru•o.1 15th/16th. .ever>l 

l or dr ed in :.end n c.r.d .oco C.>Ur.ti b t no illql-ort:nt 

d~ge re -ortod alth:TU.~ en alt1e , o n11derinc tho ccalc or 
tho ntLMl< 1'1 onr rath•r hieh : prollrdnary en tin tc 70 kil \cd 

e.n4 .t: ':I 'll"l.l td. ..i .:c !"1ro vero at rt-,d !n tlio doc· .. area, 
t a. J)ai:it r ot. ... :.·;,· end £C.D ,..r a but. ve~c ao n t. o lt. 

l:!. Clyde .il:>nl:. 1tunt1on e orted ocxinlotely 1n h"lJ\d 
nlthouch dam o especially to d\·1ell1nC h.:>uoco 1o oxt.on>Jive. 

,.\D o:•derl~· v:>l u-;.· e""i'o.cuat1on f'rxi the .. e ot 
obout 2 5, OO'l h tsl:c:t ce. ~o~lo is excollont . C aualt.101 
nisbt ot i.: rch 14th/15th ~e >e>r.ed lM .1lled .nd 3911 \'founded. 
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De 1• l'.r. P 'C id nt. . 

\ 
llUTllH f: MIAllV, 

W41HIMCTO• , o.e. 

lt:•c , 1 1 • 

I olo h • <n l t t 
• t • :: 4 ,.a rl' Londo on t.: 

i• ti 

n - ble 
11.n J . R t ! 

I'!' 1 t t e 1"4 cl 1n.._rt D, . C. 
t t 

t •c litl1. 

1 

•.Le , 

'l t • 



'I'~ :O:'JJ' FR<"lt LO :x:>ll ~ 011 l7 , 1941. 

1. ~ Purt 01' Suo• O n l o an; Southern 

portion r ins closod. 

2 . llritial1 I~i n tl'oopa 1 ll<lod o ch aide 01' Dcr~cro 

4 11t1 I' =oh 16th !'rith!l 1'1"8 a in t'lu O'ter the toim, 

;·. :·. t. OUD(1t'! n.nd de~tr :;er D1lone8d ooae rt1:.ltr~/ n4 

" . G. tiro . 100 t rio »er~ more o:>tllns in . Our c u ltioe 

negli ·iblo. 

3. Three r:soro nerch :..nt ohi a roportcd tt ol-:"t.l by 

r i lft1• ln tho tl :>tic on 1: roll lGt! . •'.". ~. Rodnoi 

81 ·hto4 r hip r ider nd robobly t er ... or ,. "ch 

16th. She ch:. ed but loot t.lMI ene:i;r vo.rahip ·!Jich d1B4 pa red 

in :•o.•th-c atc:-1;- cUr c ti on 1n t o ' ~· • '!'he tonkor lao 

got -; in tl~ 4 r··. 

4- mo•~"~ Oii' l:\RC!l ll1/l5th. Owor 11'16h nircr 1't 

tt' okod. ahipping ~ t Vnlon , ooorol\ uno hit uith tor:vedo. 

5. liIL! l'Y JU_TR;'.J\ . on II .i•oh 15th att c':o wera 

lmmolled in• t iteron. ,. peak J 1100 we t ot: tl10 town w; 

c • t '11't!d !Id 

'%(; t r JCoro 

toot1nc i:; 1no4 on the hoi ~u 2~ miles sout -

tr ng: cn«v• re 1e t. co C!"C "mte!"e~ . 

6. 

the : rooo11t. .he Greeks cln1M 3(X O pria ::ier J"td 'tOr~r c vy 

C'-ltl\l< lt.1ti to t 1ur Italicn ~•rut t.1ono . 

na 'Jn . 01v1l1 n oor lo t A~hena 1• c~O<l; lo 1 

s t! t ct. r:,· 1n ~ l ni'· • Lnrnt n L: • ·r r ret'"uccoo 1vi~ 

tr'"! t~ troa ~ ee nd ... ,. c?c1 -• 

r . 1l .. L !P. r:;-:c~. 1·1 ii r .. ~ch 16/17th. All 

oper ti no c ..ncelled. 

1Jom1)od on rr rch l i)th. ,\ petrol d1un \f: 

niror rt dootr ycd on tho gr~unr.1 . 

ct .on tire n4 t our 

10. ;macru. The 1 m 4 y • tr1 can 4"'1rtoroe R\lrrlo-

Olllle allot !!own 2 on""ll' t1S)lter over ~rlo®" .n4 4oetr eyo4 

/5 



~. (:cle:ir rrca ;.~ n 1· r . 17) 

5 a1ror rt n tho t;r.;WI(! . 

11. 

' M or : r . 16/17\t.. I.bout 1% CM:'I/ airer t\ 

o i· t.1.nt". Ono or ?:e4 no r 6 lisb~~ nd C!".othe:- wrus 

d d b: our tislltor • 

i;. 

att c': 11 a t:?On Bri t 1 ,.ire • eve~ l f1:-e• st!!.rtod oll 

undor c nt.rol b .. · 5 a. ~ursu n i: .'her ot :r- 3 r:1!11ns ?:rokon 

W'l4 eup l1eu 1:i y ho oJnoider bly reduced !'or a period. 

D o t.o o v!)r l w t.er n: !no n.;mo ot t.:10:1 l. r'"'c . ·.rery 

l1ttlo Ol'!OUS d I £C to lOCt:'iC:.J. aerv1cec , !:a den SC 

to im~ort nt 't oto""1eo :•eport• d o cert t.o o )nc pltutt nd 

b"ild!nc• t tho • Uon l ,..,1 ting •:to)rl·a t ... vonn>1.:.th. 

C• 
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IRITllH £M8A88Y, 

PEGRADEO 
UN(,Li..b.:>tFJEm!lrch .zoth , i91,1 

.1ear i:r . lreoident, 

I enclose herein a copy of a 

telegram 1vhich has Just been r ccei veJ 

hare for you from the f rime 1.:1nister . 

Believe L.e , 

WAIHINCTON , D. C . 

Dear Lr. President , 

very sincerely yours , 

The Ponourablo 

Fran klin n. Roosevelt , 

1-rcsi.lent of t he U::itel Stat~s of Ai;ierlce. , 

,/ae!lington , :; . C . 



Telegram from London deted March 19 th, 1941. 

On ~arch 8th the German bat t le cruiocrs 

"Scharnhorst" end 0 Gne1sen9u" approached one of our 

convoys north ot Cape de Verd e island but on seeing our 

battleship escort retreated. on the morni ng ot the 

15th our shipping 'Nhich waa returning inde pendently 

t o A.Merica was attacked by than at a pojnt abo ut five 

hundred miles south- east ot' Newfoundl and where O'Ning 

to tog on the Grea t ~anks the sh1r pl ng i& a t this eeaeon 

compelled t o c oncentrate. seve 1•al ships were sunk by 

gun fire . 

2 . The a t tack was reneweU on t he sixteenth near 

the SBJJi.e area where thr-ee more s hi ps were sunk. In 

t he evening one enemy warship with o. tanker in company 

wee sighted by one of our bett1eehipa guarding a convoy 

c ontinuouely before dark but was loo t elght of as nl ght 

fell . The presence of these battle cruieors eo far to 

the weet of the thirtieth mer idi an is the latest phase 

in the battl e of the Atlantic. While these powerfUl 

raider& are our the whole of our available ba ttleship 

strength hes to be empl oyed on escorting coovoys but 

there ere many ships on the seas wi th no protect io n . 

3 . The enemy appears t o have based himself on the 

central are as of the North Atlantic where he ma i ntained 

hie eupply ships and from thence he carried out ra ids 

against our var ious r ou t es . This central area 1a almos t 

unknown water to us today because with the muHipl!city 

ot calla on our ljmited resources tor convoy escort \"10 

have no veaeols to spare to round up hoetilo suppl y ships 

and search the are&e. A.!oreover against thcee t wo battle 

cruiaera our light forces would be thrown away . 

4./ 
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4 , Jt woul d be a ve17 great help it IO<lle 

Al!lerican werahipa and airorart could cruise about in 

this ares ea they n•ve a perfect r ight to .lo without 

any prejudice to neutrality. The1r mRre rreeence 

might be deelaive •• the enemy would • ear that tney 

might report what they ea• And we could then despatch 

an adequate force to try to engage them. The mnre 

ahips thet eo out to crJiec •nd tne eooner they eo 

the greater advan tage . 

5 . 1 will repor t any rurtner enemy rnovco ot· 

which we beco~e a•are . 



THE UNDER SECR[TARY OF" STATC 

WASH INGTON 

t.:o.rch 20, 1941 

1.:y denr 1.:r . President : 

This afternoon the British Ambassador left with 

mo the accompany1n5 note , together with its enclosure 
whioh is a copy or a telegram for you f r om the Prirte 

~1n1ster . A copy or this tele&raJlt fron London has 

boen mnde and transmitted to Admiral Stark. 

11111 you let me hnve, at your convenience, the 

text or tho roply you desire no.de so that I may trans­

mit it to I.Ir . Churchill thro\)$h our Embassy in London. 
Believe me 

Enos . 

The President , 

The \'lhi te liouse . 



PERSOHAL Ah.o.. P3_J.Y~1'-'b"-' _ 

• 

The '{onourable 

Franklin ~. Aooaevelt , 

Preaide11 t of t.he United S t a t es 

of Am ... rica , 

Wa shington , D. C. 



-

Tne lionouraole 

IRITltH UUA81V, 

W .. HINCTON, D. C . 

~arch 2lsi , l9t.l , 

REGRADE 
UNCLJ! ~SlFJ~Q 

Dear Ur . President, 

I enclose herein copi es ot 

the two l a test t·eports i•ecei ved from 

London on the inllltary el tuation . They 

are dated ~arch 18th and 20th respectively . 

Believe me , 

Dear ~r . President, 

V~ry sincerely yours , 

Fran~..lln D. Roosevelt, 

President of the UnlteQ Siates of American , 



l , 

2 . 

!•Yal , Hipper olaee oruioer ha• left Sreat , 
23 mlnee were detonated on th• 17th, between 

Bboebur711eaa ond SheppeT. 

'· Dutch 7000 ton mercba'lt ebip torpedoed p .m. ll&rch 
17tb 200 mil•• wHt or Dalc8r, 

4. At 05,52 llllrcb 18th, coeatal Beautc:rt Aircraft 
aanlc 5000 ton tnlllOJ' mercllant ... aeel ort Pr18ian Ialancla, 

Three conYoya in tbe Thamlla Eatuary n re bo:nb•d 
llarcb 17th, but onlT one ah1p er 2200 tone dacapd, 
6. Military. South East Europe . Minimum or 32 
oero:an d1•1aiont no• belie.,..d to be in South Eaat Europe, 
or these - 13 i.ncludins poaaibly two armoured a m three 
motoriead - believed to be in Bulgaria . Several more 
d1Y"hiona probably mortn11 into Sulga.ria from ROWll4llia. 
7. Albania , Italian caaualtiea in recent oper atione 
reported by Greek eourcea 25,000 - excl\kl.J.oa J,000 priaonere. 
15,000 Of these believed to haYt been auffered by three 
41 •ieione. 

8. Brit1•h s .... 111and. Berber& 1!8rbour ha• been 
•••pt and unl oodin11 cf atone it in progress , Ai r reconnda-
aanoe report• no 11gne ot the en-r on the roada l eading to 
Berbera. 

Jlri trea , To 9.JQ p.m. llarcb 16th. Nor th of 
K•r•n-Agordat rood our t roops baYO maintained their pc»itiona, 
on the 16th, 200 or the eneiQT eurrendered. weat at Keren , ond 
on tl>e south ROlld. our troop• captured the beighta 2i milH 
8outbwe at at Keren , takins 400 prieonera and repelling two 
COQDter a t tack.a. Total nWlll>er at priaonera eat1mted a t 

~ 

800; .... Hid that our bomllins and e r Ullery ba.,. iD1'11o t ed 
lleaYT oaaualti• • • 

10. Rol!l Al r Pora•. !illht or l 7'11/l8t11. 82 

lloabera were aent to WilbelaahaYon-Breaen an4 Rot\ erd8ol. 

11,/ 
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11. Ll'bl•• Nlgbt o:!' l5tb/l6t h. H•• vy 'bomber• 
aucoeea:!'.Ul7 attacked ene1117 eerodro;aea near Tr1po11-
81rte and dea t royed :!'oUl' alrorart on tha ground. 
12. Al'ban1• . N1ght o:!' 15th/16t h. AerodromH at 
Tlrene ond V1lone were 1uoceeat ull7 attac lmd, on• 
Wall1ngton ta mleatna. 
13. Kth1oP1• . In Keren area on the 15th and 16th, 
our a1rcre:!'t bombed end machine-sunned ene1117 poatttone and 
obtained direct hit• on gun emplec ... nta. One :!'ighter ia 
111aa1n1 . Saven enemy alrc r a:!'t wore damaged on tho ground 
at Dire Dowe; t wo H11rrioanee are miee1na, one pilot ea:!'a. 
1.4. Gen"8D Air J'Orce, 17th. Onl7 el18ht ene1117 
eot1v1t7, ona en91117 'bomber dua&•d by OW' :!'1gbtera, 

Nigbt or 17tb/l8th, Ver7 little enemy ect1vit7. 15, On the 13th, two Italian :!'1ghtera inechine-gunned 
a landina ground 1n Boutheaat ~h1op1e and ehot down a 
Bu.rrtoene taking ott; both were doatroyed. 
16, In the Cl7daatde and qeraeyaicle, damage t o induetry 
1• leH than a t ti rat eetiaa tad. In the Cl 7debenk - onl7 
t wo out ot au important t'eotor1•• on war-work were eer1oual7 
atte oted. Bouee propertt h.ae, howeTer, euttere4 chietl7 . 



.. / 
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' 
Tel•P"•m from London dated llaroh 20th. 

1. .!!!!!!• 15 U-boata at Dieppe on March 18th and 
Oii llaroh 19th. 14 U-boato at Loricnt. 

2 . HelY•ll:rn . omall ant1-aircra1't •hip bombed and allllk 
Burre1 Dook night ot 19th-20th . 

J . Suppli•• ot t'orcH l"IHtern Duart beina caintained 
throuai> lleraa-Tobl'Ult. All other captured N. African 
port• u•eabl• except Benatiazi where anti-ail"Oratt detencea 
•till weu. 

4 . lit.Tel oil'crart laid mi nu at Tripoli niljh t ot 
March l~th-l9th. alao bombed an4 acored one hit and two near 
1111HH on 7,000 ton ehip and started 1'1rH on the qU81'•· 

5. On the 9th Utmoet torpeO.Oed mercnant •hip heavU;r 
laden beli•••d cerr71na troops. Ship believed ounk. On tho 

10th the Unique oonk escorted Italian merchant ohip or 2600 
tona 100 milee ort Tripoli . 

6 . Ro:!l Air Poree. lli&M ot 19th-20th. J6 lleay;y 
bomber• aent to attack industrial area Coloane end two oil 
depota Rotterda:D. Al l retlll'ned aatel7. 
7. lliibt ot 17th-18th. ll•aTY b<Xnbera dl'opped 7t tona 
ot bomb• on dock• at Durazto and tollowins da;r 7 mediWll bomber• 
••cort•d b7 OlacUator• attacked en-.;y ceou>• and mechanical 
tranaport in Tap•l•n• area. 
8. Ger11an A1r Poro•. 19th. Onl;r •light an-.;r 
aotiTiti7. OUr t'iabt•ra de1tr079d one .,..~ b<aber and one 
tiaht•r; we loet Olle Hurricane. 
9 . Right ot 19th-20th. A concentrated attack b;r about 
250 a1reran •4a on London. ona ••1117 ail"OrArt reported 
deatro;rad b;y ant1-a1roratt and anol.hl r danlapd b;y n~t tillJltare , 
Larae nllllll•r ot' t'1raa ot wbioh 16 were "'8jcr. About 1600 
p-• uaad and all t1raa undar contf'Ol b;y 6. JO • · "· Attack 

oh1•tl7 tall on doolca and Baat Ind oau1101 oonaida1'9bla 

•terial/ 
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materi al 4ftmap . Six 8'0• 1n•tallat1ona and oeYoral 
~actori•• and 1nduetr1al prem1aee received damage. 
10, llrltrea. During en91117 e1r ottack at Ag01'4at 
on the 18th one Rurr1oane Ooatroyed, another lllamartd. 
11. Buli&1'1a , llatimated there ere now obc>ut 300 
German operational aircraft in tho cowtti•y. 
12. Aircraft caa1.18lt1oa in operatlona over and trOlll 
Br1t111h Ialea. German: by t i sht•r•: destroyed two, 
damlpd ono. 

one tighter. 

By anti-airorart: destroyed one , Briti•h: 



rne Honourable 

IRITllH lMIAISY. 

WAIHINCTON , DC . 

Dear Mr. Preaident, 

I encloae herein a copy ot tho 
lateat report received from London on 
the mllltery situation. It wen dated 
llerch 19th. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr . Prea1dent , 

Very sincerely youra , 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the UnHed States o!' AMer1ca, 
Washing too, D. c. 



COP¥ 01" TELEORAI! RECEIVED FROM LOllDO!l 

llAROH 19'111 1 1941 . 

1 . !!!:!!l Ono anti - submarine trawler eunk and one 
•lir;htly da:..aged by Pol<lte-'llUl!' aircraft ninoty 1111100 
Weet- North or Black•od Bay on Morch 16th. 

P. &ltl"'ct Bue& Canal to ~ reorened March 19th. 
3 . During ni;ht of March 16- 17 Tr1pol1 Harbour boo~d 
and lerse fires started. A Swordfish eircrart torpedoed 
at Valona a cruieer or deetroyer. Other Swordfish also 
attacked shipping at Durazzo scorlni; two certain - two 
probable - hi te . 

4. R. A. I" . llig. t at urch 17-18. ~.irilllo r&J.de on 
Wilhollllahaven end Bremen three enemy night-fighters were 
ehot down by our bombere . 

&. ai~ht ot iwrch 18-19 . 162 Aircraft were aent to 
attack industr ial objecti ve• at Kiel ( 100 heavies) and 
Wilhelmahaven (43 Wodillll) and upper Harbour et Rotterde.::i. 
All but one havo returned . 

6 . ~· llarch 18. A few onoey fightora penetrated 
inland over Kent and 5,1aaex and some reconnaiesance tllghta 
were reported . OUr t i ghter• deetroyed two enemy aircrart . 
7 . Iii{.)> t or llArch 18- 19 . About 390 enoiny aircraft were 
Operating an area East or a lino - Iele or Wight - or theae 
100 have attacked l!Ull , Widdleboroush and Scarborough and 

about 2:50 were active againe\ tho IUdlande end Xaat AnglJ.an 
Aerodronee . The remainder were engaged 1n Briet~l Channel 
and Southall1pton aroaa and 1n m1no laying. About 40 paaeod 
OTor LOndon. !io ti;htor lntercepUona reported . 

e, Ai rcraft oasualtiee - over and from the Br1t1eh Isl ee. 

Brltieh - 1 l>oabor mJ.eetna. 
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The Honourable 

\ 

Dear I.Ir . Pres id en t , 

8R~Tl8 H EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTOH, O.C. 

24t h March , 1941. 

I enclose herein a copy of the 

latest report received from London on the 

military situa tion. It was da ted March 

21st. 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr. Pres i dent, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

President or the United s t ates of America , 

Washington, D. C. 



TEL!!G!W! fROll LOJ!DOH DATr:O KARCH 2let , 1241. 
~· Sehal'llhoret ond Onoiee1Utu eightod bJ 

lla•al aircl'f.tt at 18, :50 houra I.larch 20 th about 6oo 
milea Welt llorth-weat ot riniaterro , c ourse llorth 20 
knots. Low viaibl lit7 prevented night ahadowin& or 
attack b7 aircraft. 11\lnt b7 J!aval l!'orcee todft¥r 
2. Sues Cana l open 19th, Illuatrioua through. 
J, Roaaura armed boarding •eaaal mined and aunlc . ott Tobruk p. m. 18th. 

4. p.y. 20th. Ooaatal aircratt ms.de several 
attocka on 1, Boats ott tho oaat coast, divo bombins 
and machine gunning. Senral near m1aaea and man, 
hita by machine guns, 
5, A Beaufort near mJ.aeed a drifter ott AJrre-
land. Crow abandoned ehip, 

6, Between the 12th and 17th Naval a ircraft 
llt Valon.11 torpedoed 20 ,000 tone liner, 8,000 tone 
merchont ahip and acored direct bOlllb hit on cruiaer 
or large destroyer. 

7, At Duruzo J!aval Aircraft acored h1ta on 
two ahipe . 

s. serons l!'orco or hoav7 bombora attacked 
Lor1ont night or 20th/2lat, alao ox tenaive Jll1ne­
l&¥1ng carried out b7 aircratt at varioua occupied 
porta. 

9, R. A.P. Night or 20th/2lat. 24 hO&VJ 
b0111bora including throe Wolloelcya eent to llava1 
Bue at Lor1ont and 42 mino-lt.71ng a ircraft to 
occupied Atlantic porta. All returned but one, 
10. Gllll!W! AIR PQROI. Night or 20th/2lat. 
150 •llellll' a1rcra.tt plotted, or total 15 probablJ 
lline-l1171ng. PJ.Jmouth and London attacked b7 65 
and 4~ aircraft l'HpeoUvelJ, Pl)'llOuth ""'111 til'ea 

/•~te4 
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2, (Telegram lle.rch 21at, 1941) 

ate.rtod no aerioua clamnge elaowhero. 
11. A1rcra!t caeual t1ea in oporat1ona over 
and trom t he Br1t1ah Ielee: OOrman by "~val Drifter , 
one destroyed. Britleh: nil. 



-
Dear wr. President, 

BRITISH lMIASIY, 
WA.SHIMCTOfC. O. C . 

24th March, 1941. 

I oncloae herein a copy or the 
l a test report received rrom London on the 
military a1tuat1on. It was dated uarch 
22nd. 

Bel ieve me, 

REGQ/DED 
UN CL1 ~..) , f u:: .:> 

Dear wr. Pres ident, 
Very sincerel y yours , 

The Honourablo 
Fr anklin D. Roosevelt , President or the United St a tes or America , Washington, D. c . 



m.WlW( l80M IQJ!DOR MARCH 22n4 , 191+1, 

l . ~· Loet week tho t1ret oocaa1on 
•1.nco tho bogiNUng ot Auguet 1940 on which 1llporta 
1n coMoT int o tho United KiJ>&dOlll oxcooded l million 
ton.11. 

2. During tho wook ending Karch 19th 822 
ehipe convoyed and 10 loet 1n con•o7. 

Two •"""IT battle cruiaora and a daetroyar 
reported b.Y aircr a1't 130 mile• WSW trom BREST P. 11. 
llarch 2let ateoring ll&et. The weather hae 1.mpodad 
tu.rther a.ea.rob. 

R.A.r. lie.rob 2 l at. !Una medi um boal>ora 
attacked BneoQT shipping ott tho Dutch and Belgian 
Oooate; a dir ect hit reported on the etern ot 5, 000 
ton tanker. 

5, !light ot lleroh 2let-22nd, Bight,y a1r-

oratt eant out - - 66 to Loriant, 6 to OSTBRD - 7 
on mine-la,yl.ng and one to drep laa1'letl over BRITTANY, 
Two not 7et reported back. 

6. Q, A. r . Little aot1T 1t7. 

7, 111gllt ot lie.rob 2let-22nd, About 170 
_.1070d cb1at'l,y apinat Pl11DOuth. 

8, HQMB SIQURI TX. PLXMOvtH, lfigbt ot 
caaualt1ee aetl.lletod at 95 killed 

1118'lt ot March 21st-22nd. llaDT 
Uiouan4a ot 11M1•1141U7 bomb• dropped 1n addi Uon t o 

II. I. '•· Fire• more Mr1oua then Oil the preY1oua 
night , and d1reot water muppl,y tailed. OW1ng to d1•­
locat ion ot telephone ••rv1oe during p....,10 ... nlgbt 
and t o tbe lllOT-nt at lhe report contra , detail• 

ao tar are 1IMI0111Pl•te but onl,y •l1Sbt d-ae to dook­

Tard - ll&Tal Htabl1•-t• r eport ed. The Dlll1o1pal 
building•, tbe o,p, o. and en area aro\1114 the Ouildball 

reported burna4. 



Dear Ur. President, 

8AlTll H EMI AllY, 

WAIHI NCTON, D. C . 

March 21!th , 19.U. 

I encloe~ herein a copy or the 

latest repor t received trom London on 

the militar y s1tust1~n. It was dated 

Morch 23rd. 

Lel1 eve l!'O , 

Dear ~r . Pres1Jent, 

REGRtDED 
UN CL t..Jtf 1£0 

Very sir.cerely yours, 

The Honourable 

?ranAlin D. Roosevelt, 

Preoiden t or the United States or }nertca, 

Wa eh1nJton , D. C. 

r I 



XAL1'XIRAll R~CErVED !"ROii. LONDON ~TJ;D 
MARCH 23rd, lPfl, 

1. Naval. ?iotb.1na more eeen of' Scharnhoret, 

Oneiaenau. Weather oo March P2nd prevented air 

reconnai aeance except o ver St. Nazaire . 

A·-· March 22nd. "Sovern" repor,ed enem,y 

merchant raider eight hundred miloo weat north-woat 

from Vredoricktown eteorina eastward at eighteen 

knota . By 16.45 "Snern" l oat toucll. Raider 

reecmbled Woeer 9,197 tona and waa reported having 

altered courae to westward. 

3. Mine-sweeper Tra•ler bombed and eunk at 

Pl:vmouth (words omitted) night ot March 21st - 22nd. 

On t hat night during air raid i n Plymouth acme 

damogo done oouth yard ot Royal Ml.ti tary barracka, 

Royal Navy hospital. Naval ceaualtiee very alight. 

4. Military. Albani•· Heported tortificationa 

are being constructed between Pieri end Hassen Baut 

(north-weat ot Beret). 

o. Bulgaria. Bulgarian• h&Ye ten or ele•ea 

infantry mobi le d!Yiaiona TUrk1eh frontier . Two 

infantry divisions Greek frontier. Three or four 

infantry one mobile diviaioo Yugo-alav frontier. 

6. RoY!l Air Poree. Night of March 2lat end 

March &2nd. Pift;-three tone ot hi~h e,xplooivaa 

dropped on aub.,.rioe baa•• at L'Orient. Burata aeon 

10 docka end on power atation. Minelaying operation• 

aucceut'ull )· completed. A lllenheim acored two direct 

hi ta on a 2,000 ton merchant veuel ;;gersund harbo11r 

and aet her on tire. 

7. Niaht of March 22nd/2~rd. Operation• 

/ caocellad. 



oanoelled. 

8. Oerman Air Foret. Ma1•ch 22nO. SOile 

minor unaucceastul attack• m•de oo ah1ppina ott 

the Eut coast . 

9. llight or llaroh 21!nd/2~rd. ActhHy 

negligible. One H. &. 111 hit a b alloon cable at 

Hull and crashed and •nother airora.rt wae damaaed 

by anti-aircrat't tire. 

10. On March 22nd, ton Junkera 88 '• pr•cedad 

by twolTe U. h. l09'a ~omb•d Qrand Harbour, Malta, 

d"""'Sins bulldJ.ngs in the doclc;yard . :!1abt aurricanea 

into1·cepted <Uld deotroyed one .l! . >i. 109. Ono 

Hurricane waa aho~ down and tour others haTe not 

returned . 

11. Aircraft oeoualt1ee over and t ram tho 

Brl tiel\ Ialea. 

Genn&n: one de1troyed, ooe damaged. 

Bri tiah: two b011bora m.111ing, llarch 2lat/22nd. 

12. Home Securi ~y. 

London. Night of llaroh 19th/20th. Csaual ty tiau"" 

461 kill ed. 

Plymouth. Niahts or llaroh l 9th/20th/2lat/22nd . 

Pre liminary eetimata about 160 killed and 2~0 

eer1out"l¥ wounded. ~.ooo poreooa ho~oleaa; trunk 

water malna intact but aupply interrupted in aome 

diatrict1. Ser ioua tire d&Jl&8e to Xaet aide or ona 

dock. 
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Dear Mr. Preeident, 

8AITl 8H lMUU Y, 

WASHtMCTO M, O.C . 

26th March , 1941. 

In the absence of the Ambaeuedor I 
enclose herein copies of the l a test reports 
received from London on the military situation. 
These were dated /.!arch 24th o.nd 25 t h. 

Bel ieve me, 

Dea.r !.lr. President, 

REGR ADED Very sincerely yours , 

UNCL. " F it:D 

1'he Honourable 
Pr'l.nklin D. Roosevcl t , 

President of the United Jtatcs of' America , V/oshington, o. c . 



TELEOAAll l'ROLI LOllDON 
MARCH 25th, 1941. 

l. !faval. Night ot 24th-25th. •z• boata aotiYe ott 
NOR!IOLK coao t. Though one torpedo boat eighted bf "Vloroeeter" 
no engageoent roport,ed. .n4 "E" boats appeared. to be driven 
ott trom t..11.e convoys . 

2, l!orohOJ\t voaool intercepted Md ocuttlod otr 

Y-.::RDI on llaroh 23rd waa Oerms.n "0!>3!1" 8 , 516 tone, 
}. On the 24th , Bo!llbor Conrn&nd Airorntt sank emo.ll 
ohip ott tho Hook ot Hol land. 

4. H!l.loIA - dockyard at tacked by 6 alr-

cratt at 4 a .m. March 24th, Somo dW:togo to buildings and 

amall i.x- I e&lian mercbMt veeeele. 

5. l!ILITrJ!Y, Fil!l!R!!A to 7. 50 p. m. 11arch 23rd. liish t 
ot tho 21st-22nd !!arch, on enem? bn ttolion •d th three light 
tanks again count.or-attacked 2i miles 8o tb-'7est ot K!!RBll 

ond woe repulaod. Succoaat:'ul mortar action compelled enOlllf 
to vacnte hill 4 miles Woot or Koren. 

6. XV9QSJ.AVIA. At loan 21 out ot YJ d1Tieiona are 
now mob1118od. 

1. S . E. 5!JROPi3. A ml.n1Dlm ot a t lenat 35 Oor=n 
diviaicna are now belieTod to be in Roumania and/or ail.garia. 
Rail movements ougges t t'Urther rointoreomonte l ikely in tho 
near tuture. 16 divia iona end elements ot 5 more believed 
alr eady 1n Bu1gar1a. 

8. §THIOPIA. OABALLAT sector - Potriots eetride 

CHXLGA-OO!IBA road. 

9. ROYAL AIR FORCE, llaroh 24th. Blenheim& nttacked 
dock• a t Ha TH and Chorbourg and aleo ehipping 1n t.ha Channel. 
One ia missina. 

10, Night ot 24th-25th March ~ oper o tions ONloalled. 
11, &WIA. on llarch 23rd , our bombers and tight.era 

a ttacked BXRAT aerodrome and 4eatro1od two enOllQ' tisht.ora 

1n t.he air wl4 4 more on tho around. We lc•t one HUrr1oane 
/but 
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but tho pil ot ia note. 

12. O!!jRKAJ! AIR J/!)RCE. March 24th, Enom;y aot1v1ty 
slight. Throe Royal Air Poree SteUone attacked at dawn; 
a t one a ho.ngor wae destroyed a.nd tour Hurrioo.nea dOJJll\ged. 
El'ISOG' oaaualtiea during the day .,re - 2 destroyed 

lJ. 

14. 

2 probable 
2 damaged. 

NiSl>t ot uarch 24th-25th. Ho enemy activity. 
LIBXA. 11o.rch 23rd, two oneey a1rcratt 10&chino 

gunned SOLUCH damaging roilw~ station and destroyed nomo 
rolling etock and 12,000 gollona or petrol . 

DOD!19Al!ESE - Oonoiderablo 1ncroaee in ac t1 vi t;y 
ot the Italian a1rtorce in the Aegean sea nn4 evidence ot 
omall 1ncrea&o or Italian tighter• and long- range bomber• 
in tho Dodoco.nooe urea. 



TELl!IGRAU 1ROM LONDON 
ltARCH 24th, 1941. 

~ During a ir attack on llalta. ya1tarday, 
Br1t1ah cruiser llnd deetroyer alightly damaged by near 
mioaea , 2 British JDerobant ve1ools recaiYecl direct hlta 
and oome damage; some drunaga in doclcyard. 

2. Hie U&Jeety ' a abip ''Leander" intercepted Frenob 
ahlp (5, 300 tone) orr 11aurltiua )larch 23rd and eant bar 
to Mouritiua under armed guard. 

British sloop intercepted merchant veeael orr 
Per1m )larch 23rd which later blow heraolt up. 

GREECE. ~!oral• or arm,y 1n uacodonl.a excellent; 
that or civilian population ie aet1atactory though so""' 
evacuation tront1.er villages and Salonioa area. Govern­
ment tried to prevent ov&cuat1on but large-scalo move~ant 
or rotugeea probable When hoat111t1ea conmence. 

RQXAL AIR FQRCE. 111ght ot J4a.rch 23rd-March 24th. 
128 heaT}' and medium bombers aent to incluatrial targeta 
in Berlin, Keil and Hanover docko, Cal•ia and an oil 
plunt in Rotterdam. Ono medium bomber mining. 

Gp!IW1 AIR !'91!C!l. llarch 2.5J'd. Very 11 t tie 
enemy a.ct1vity. Two enemy bombers destroyed and two more 
<lama.god. 

6. Night or llaroh 23rd-llarch 24th. Only 2} aircratt 
came in overlond. 

MALtA. On llarch 23rd 2 large r oraation or diY&-
boml>ore e.nd tightora, diYe-bcd>ed conYoy 1n Grand. Harbour. 
From prelimlnary reports, at lee.et 9 diva-bomber• wore 

daetroyad by our righter• e.nd 4 other aircratt by anti­
a.i rcrntt tire . A Hurricane waa ehot down but tho pilot aare. 
a. ALBllllIA· On March 22nd, 5 Hallan bombere eacort-
ed by 15 tightora attacked Par.,.ythla Aerodrome (s. w. or 

Yanina) without aucc1aa; later 12 tight er• machine-gu:nned 

aerodrome, cllnro:rina: .5 Blenheima on tho ground e.nd 
/4-Jinc 



2. 

d&QOging another , also • Wellington. One en-
fighter re:ported deatro;irod end another dom:igod br ant1-
airorart !ire. A t hi rd attacked aerodrome, woe driven 
orr b;ir our !ightere. 

9. AIBc!!Al'T CASUALXI!S in operation over and 

from Britiah Ielce: Gcrmo.n: Bnmbero deotro;irod 2; 
dam pd 2. Br1 t1Gh: Clne l!Ooo'ber missing, 

10. HO}!B 9!'JCURIT'i. on1;ir a !e• llllnor 1no1dento 
during the period. 



' 
. .,.,..- , 

\ \ 8R ITISH EMBASSY, 

WA$HU4CTON, D. C . 

Morch 27th, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Preeident, 

In Lord Halifax's absence in 

New York I send you herewith, on Mr. 

Churchill'& inetructione , copiee of two 

tel egrams received at tbe Fore i gn Office 

t oday rrom the British Minis ter in 

Belgr~de . I also enclose the text or a 

message tor you trom the Pri.n3 Minis ter 

regardi ng the situetior in Yugoslavia. 

Believe me , 

Dear ~tr . Prea.Ldent, 

Ve'C'".J sincerely your& , 

The Ho nourable 

Frankl i n D. Roosevelt, 

President or th$ United Stetee of America, 

Washington, D. c . 



Telegram addrea1ed b7 Hi• Ma Jeaty'a Mlniater 
at Belgrade t o t he Foreign Office on tho 

l!IOrnlng ot .March 27th. 

Military coup d'etat took place 
two twenty a.m. this morning no ceaualtiea In 
Belgrade. Preoident or the Council and a number 
or other .Mlnle tore i ncl udi ng IUnieter or 'llar 
have boen placed under arreet. I hove aa yet no 
newe regarding Prince Paul (whom Mlnlater of War 
told .,. lae t night • ea leavina Belgrade ror a 

few d•Y• root) and hie w1te but t here io a rumour 
tha t they heYe lof t the country. Officers guarding 
police etatlon demand young Xlng will be proclel.med 
and that General Simovitch will head the goYernment. 
No newa aa yst rrom Provtncea. 



Telegrrun 1ddre1aed by Hie Maj11 ty '1 Min la t e r 

at Belgrade to the Pore1gn Ott'ico on t ne 

morning or Ma ren 27tlt. 

I 11\all 1ee new Pre1ident ot tlte Council 

•• eoon ae poealble and if ea I ontioipote hia 

policy 11 more eatiatactory from our point of view 

th111 tlta t ot the l e a t Government I a hall aaeure him 

ot tho eupport ot HU 11a3eety'1 Clo• ernment , 



I bo~e you will agree that in the 

pre•ent •1tuation we are bound to do all we 

can to help and enoour&ge th~ elements preporcd 

to reaiet Oermnn i.>ttnotration. If new Government 

1howe read1ne11 to aharo in Greek heroic 

reaiatance, we propoae to recognise 1~ ~t once 

aa the Oover1111.ent of Yu.goalevia, end extend to 

it in the tul l eat poaaible ~eaaure the aid wnich 

we are already gt vtng t.o Greece . We should 

encourage the Yugoaleviana t o roll up the 

Italians in Aluenia which would produce result 

ot pr~e importance and give them e BGOd packet 

ot arms, I truat thot you will telce similar lino 

and will auetoin the new Oovornment with promiae 

ot Aiter1ca 1a powerful aupport and backing. 



TELEGRA!,; rnrr BY BRITISH MINI&r!lR w BELCl!ADI! 
TO FOREIGN OFFICE ON llliRCH l!i'>t&, 1941. 

At my request I was attorded an inter view 

With General S11nov1tcb (Chief of Yugoslav Air Foree) 

this morning. As this officer i• bead or an organisation 

intending to carry out n coup d ' etat meeting was arranged 

W1 t h groat secrecy. The General seemed to be in very 

good health and had an appearance or alertness. energy 

and ability which I have rarely observed among senior 

officers in Serbian Army. He was confident in his 

speech but cautious in his utterances and l!llVe the 

impression of sincerity, truthfulness and a belief in 

what he said . For the sake or simplicity in recording 

a conversation which ranged over various subjects it 

is summarized es follows: 

(a) He stated that there was no doubt that 

the country felt very strongly about signing or pect 

With Gerir.any !llld wished to repudiate both the pect and 

present Government. They understood that thi s almost 

oerteinly meant war and they preferred this alternative 

to continuing on present lines . 

(b) There existed en organisation which 

was worl:ing ror the overthrow ot present Oo..ernment. 

General had contidenoe in its euooess and he asked us 

to have confidence in it and h!Jz>. \'le should not have 

to wait more than a few days before coup d'etat. 

(o) He was anxious to know how many troops 

we bad in Oreeoe and hoped that we would send a great 

lll!.ny there and that we intended to defend Sel onioa. 

I replied that we must consider our left !lank and tn1s 

depended/ 
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depend•d a sreat deal 011 the Serbs . 

(d) He foresaw that Y\asi:>•la•ia ..,uld go to 

war in Alba.nia il:mediately atter tho coup d'etat. 

He eaked it Turks would t hen Join in to which I 

r eplied that it was very poui bh but that I had 

no po•itivo assurance r egording exact circUJnstancoe 

be described. 

( e) He then esl<ed wbat could the Bri t1 ah 

do to help Yugoslavia 1C she went to wa.r against 

the I talians, Bul;;ariana and 0--noana. I ::eplled 

in the senao or Secretary ct Sta ta• s telegram fv-
;o Cairo ct March 25th . Ha aeer.:ed i cprossed by 

conception ot a OOllllllon pool tor materials and asked 

if it included supply ct rood to Which I r epll•d 

that although I speke on thie catter without precise 

autbori ty, I ten sure the t it did. 

( t) He appeared to be dhappointed that "" 

could not prOJ:lise precise nw.bera and quantltiee or 

war c:11terial but asreed that they should do well 

out ot Italian loot In Al bania . He teared howevor 

that types or weapons wero not the same and that 

I talian aztr1unit!on could not therefore reinforce 

Y\agoalaY unite . Reserve• or ?6.5 and 75 """ · &D:lUl11t1on 

tor tleld arti llerr would be required. 

(g) In answer to a question he replied that 

the Prlnoe Regent and evan tho Pre•ident or the Cou.noll 

appeored to bo very depreeeed over the signing or tho 

pact . Thia may lndicote that the Prince Regent intonda 

to try and ro:ain in power In th• event or the Governcent 

being/ 
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beiag ovenbrown. rrca en orticer on Oeneral 
Simov1tch'• atarr l heor thut it is intended to 
hand th• Prince Regent over to the British . 

The i cpression I ss ined trom journali ata 
ea a Whole was that the Ceneral was now co=l. tted to 
a couree or action rroc which nothing would deter 
him. Please inrorn Ceneral \'lo voll tor bis own 
aecret 1ntonoation, but othor-~1•e regard as highly 
secret as any loakage would compromJ.oo chance or 
auccesa tor the coup d'etat . 



-

Door ~r. ~ro!1don t, 

IAITllH I MIAllY, 

WASHUICTO N, D C. 

I enclo~e horeln a copy o! tne 

la t ac rt:; Ort ~ce_ve fro~ London on the 

11:1llJ. t o r y ~u.tu"clon . .it. was datod r.:a.reb 

2Utn , l ;itl . 

5ellovo ne , 

RECRtoEo 
UN<..L. .... ,, .• 

The Honour~ble 

-~'ranJ<lln J.; . Roosevelt , 

Oonr Mr. 1 roaldon t , 

Ver .1 ai.noerel:; 10 r1 , 

rres1dc1,t of t .e 1.101 ted Jtatea vt Aitor!ca / 
:taonington, II. C. 



/ 
Telegr am fro~ London dated llarch 26th, 1941 . 

Thick wao.thcr nau uont1nuGd to 

preven t observa ~_on by a1rcrart of shipping 

in B1 .. est . Poe1t1on o t German ba ... tlo cruisers 

still unx:oo•.vn . 

~ . "Britannia" British (S , ?99 ) tons at 

10 .55 . .iareh 25th reported shelled oy .1arah1p 

r aider 480 ~iles South or Cape Verde Islands . 

3 . 11Memnon" British 7 ,Soo tone waa tor-

pedoed 270 miles north eaot of Cape Ver de Islands 

on tue ll tb. 

4. "Sturgeon" tonpedoed south bound tanker 

probably Norwegian 11 Dr'!lt"n11 6,205 cons otf Cbrost. ... d 

p . m. March 20th . Tanker l ast seen w1 tb only 

ai't~r pe.1 .. t O.t>Ove water . 

5 . Bri ti•h l.lCO ton sn1p 1 0 convoy off 

Sber>ngbam night of J.[Qrch 24 th- 25t h fired three 

bursts at 200 rt. r ... nge ln to E boa t. wn1chwas 

stopped when last seen. 

6 . Military. ll!arch 24 •h ene:ny empl oying 

1a3 <- nks occupied For t Aghe~la and by evening 

had advanced l~ miles turthereaat. and then 

turned south eab~ · 

7. Gorman motor ized col u'lUl believed to be 

operating in t ue nuighbourhood 01 Bran. (abou.t 

375 m•l•• South of Tripoli ). 

a. Royal Air Force . 

March 2o~h; mJ.Dor upera~ions onl y 

aga1nst enemy shipp~ns in t he channel . 1 Beaufore 

missing - $t night no bombers uospatc~ed owing 

to bad •uea thor . 

9/ 
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9 . German Air Poree . .a1•oh 25th; 

during daylight only n1no a!rcra1t flow overland. 

Allied convoya were unsucce111\.l_7 at,acked orr 
oaet coaat, Our tigbtera cia :i;ae;ed "wo ene'!l7 

a1rcra.tt . 

lu . 4'lO enemy ac,tvlty over Great brita1n 

at nle:ht . 

ll . t.r.al ta . larch 24-h , in tho afternoon 

Grand Harbour ineffootua.lly att•cked by lu 

J . U. 88 1 a escorted by 20 ~ lO~ ' a-. J::.ne 1 avo1ded 

contact w1th OYr fighters b~t one enemy a1rcrart 

prob..ibly destr oyed b;l· -.nt1-a1rero.1 t t1ro and. 

~r,bably two cla,,.god. 

12. Aire a t caaualt1oa 1n operatlona over 

and tro.n Br1t11h Isles . Gor::aana ; ~wu airer-art 

damaged . $r1 t 11h: one Seaurort missing . 

l~. P..ome ~ocur1ty . Afternoon of arc~ ~5th . 

Very slight damage caused by bo~ba urv~,ea •~ 

Ports Lcide Sussex Evercroeeh Junction, So·nerstit 

and Gorloaton , ;iortoli.c. 1;0 bombs dropped d1.lr1ng 

the n1c;bt . 

14. Plmouth. As the re.ult of raids on 

March 2u-2l!Jc all ou1ld.1nc;a withi!l an area ot 
a iallo east and •••t and one 11xe· or a ~.lo 

north 11nd south or Quilclhall a re to be dei· l1shcd. 



I • 
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we •re MUch concerned at recent he•vy 
lncreaoe ln V.r"'..an preaeure >n PoJ· u.:;al . Tr~1a preesu.re 
11 takina the torm ot (a) pror•.:- 1a in t.'1• J r--:an rre • 
an<! w11·elese often l'lllnotory in character end cont11nin~ 
f,..quent ref•r nco1 •o ollo,e• -r1t1•h ond "n1ted 3t•tea 
deslt;ne on Portuzu~ae territor7. (l) A ·reet 1ncrenae 
1n the nurnbera of Jen:ian off1c1ola , business Mon ~nd 
tourist• in Portu·ol , w'1o ~a) be or·on1~1n3 tlfth ~oluir.n 
oct1vit1ea nnrl have already had: aone e'"!ect on Port\!~eae 
preaa . Thore ar~ re~orta of lncrenoed ~er~on influence 
ovet Portuzue1e interr.otionel (a;1c) ='ol1ee . (c) Incre•••" 
•ctlvity of J•Mr.anc in Capo Verde lolonde . 
2' . ':"here aro 11ccoJ" inV}y serious 1n~icet1ona 
th• t :lor any la preparln• tho ,;round for :><>&al ble octlon 
in the Iberian Penir.•ula . 

3 . Control ot Portui;al would give '.Jer:rony worklnr 
advonto es in the battlo of tho Atlontic and 11<>uld also "Ut 
an end to A~~ aerloua pon~lblllty or Spnn1ah reaiatftnce 
to ~l'l'!nr-n preesure . The 11kel1~ood of an •ir--borne or 
aeA- borno 1nv1alon accompanying nn lnternal cou~ or 
~Of""!ftn kind cannot he e eludeJ in vlew ot the eomrerDtlvely 
defenceleas po•lt on of Portucal. 'rrAAait t! rough .;;>ein 
~1~ht then le unnecensRry . 

4 . 1·e h•ve nmed PortU:"'\1111 Jovern:-:ont or •he 
daniJ:era ot Jenn.an lnfll trntlon and there is no doul t ot 
t telr deelre to rea1at le?"l'"l.ln preaaure . f.ut it 10 
uncerta 1n wh•th•r in v low ot ti-.., 11 ited all Har:; 
aurport which wo can et pro&ent offord, the Portu:ueee 
Covein ent will withat•nd th• cont~nued heavy presaure or 1n 
the and offer a med rea11tance to the ~n:.nn attack . 

~/ 
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5. flt ere 101ne and will continue to do ever,thtne 
oBalt,le to etlffen Portu"1eae r1or•le tut our a:onna to 

ection arn at rreaent. liinl ted and n reel tta. t one o!' 
the moot orreot1v• •t•r• which roulcl be token would be 
the 1 t-um to t~"" 'i'e '"L:D o!' tt• Unit.ed St11too naval 
squadron w~1ch waa w1thJra-.n ~•rly 1n the war . 
G. Please Appronch United St11toa llovernrient nnd i:ifol'-' 
tl'.e:i or our reara t' •t .. l- situation in Portu·:el a:oy "levelop 
unft.1Jo'.lr1tt.l7 , that •e cannot ettect1vel)' ~ • the lielp 
ot Portugol a t. t.he present moment , end that in our view 
a -:oat ettectlv s':o, to atren ,then Po1·tu,"Ueao :'10%·1tle 
and 1-oai:Jt1nce to CG:i--.en preeau.re w uld be: !'or the tir.ited 
Statoe Cove!'nnent to send lock one 01· moi•e United Ctoteo 
war ~t.1pa to Portugueae water• 1 .ediatoly. ~he vnited 
Stat.ea Qovor ...... "llent ~t ·' t oleo like to con111d.er a nttval v1alt 
to the Portuzuee• Atlon tie !al onda . 
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BR IT I SH l'.MBAS&V, 

WASHI NCTON, D. C . 

March 29th, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . !" resident, 

I enclose here lo a co PY of 

the la test r eport received f r om London 

on the m1l1t a r , situa t lon . l t 'I/as 

i atod March 27th , 1941. 

Believe "" , 

Dea r I.Ir. , r esiden t , 

Ver, s iocerely yours, 

The HonoW'abl e 

Franklin D. Roo s e velt , 

lTesldeot of the United St ates of Ame r i ca , 

'/lash.lng t on, D. c . 

~. 



CORRIC'!NDUM, 

For parasraph 14 in telesram rrom London 
dated llerch 26th please substitute following paragraph: 

Plymouth, As a result or rai ds on March 
20th - 21st all bujldings within an area or ona guartor 
o f a mil e eust and wast and one sixth oi' a mil e north 
and south ot Cuildhall are to be demolished . 

L 



TllLEGRA).l ,11011 LO!!DON DATED MARCH 27TH, 1941. 

NAVAL . Medi torrBnean Floe t operated in Centra.l 

Medi terranean 21s t to 24tb coverina c onvoys . Ho 

enemy surface craft slghted . One ene~y aircraft 

s hot down and at laa!;t one other dal'.!laged . 

2 . His :4a.jeety 1 ~ $hi p York torpedoed and. 

da.'tlagod "Suda aayu 26th Oiler "Peracles" torped­

oed and damaged ut S '1..'1SO time , but a.ble to steam. 

3 . Traffic nonual i n Sue~ Cannl . 

4. A• reauJ.t of bombingottock on Briti sh 

convoy south- east ot Crete , ono Greek ship sunk 

c.nd. one Uor wegian ship abandoned . Anothe r vessel 

also believed sunk. 

5. 8r1ti eh &ircraft tc r podood 6000 ton 

merchant vessel otf Ymuiden . 

6 . ~1litnry . Eritrea. Up to 9 .30 p . m. 

io1arch 25th. Our for cos m ve pushed forward botb 

sides ot Ker en Road and repulsed three counter 

uttaoks, number of prisoners, including complete 

mor tar pla t oon, ta.ken . Work on moving block on 

road proceeding on tietac torily. 

7. Royal Air Force. llight oper ations 

cancelled on account ot bad weather . 

8. Royal Air Force . Ethiopia. On tbo 24th 

24 bombers of S .A.A. F. attacked railway l!al'Qr 

oeotor hitt i ng ~bridges. 25th- 26th Blenheim• 

bombed Addi• Ababa J i but1 railway , 

9 . Dodecaneae. 25t h . ~ Blonbeime attacked 

aerodromas at Scarpaoto and Calato , S H&lnkol 111' $ 

eevorely damaged. Direct hi t on 7000 ton merchant 

voaee l off Astropalia Ieland. 

/10 
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10. 0.Man Air r'orce . Daylight 26th . ..., ... ,. 

ect1v1ty on ioo<lerato 1cale and over wide area ; 

about 24 aircra!t croaaed coast . Two en•~:I' 

bomber • doetr oyed , one by f ight ers and ono by 

an t1-a1rcral't and a third probe bl> des t r oyod by 

fight er a. 

11. No eno .. y act1 v1ty by night except two 

raida -•Orth Shot.Landa . 

12. Kediterranean . <n 2Stb 3 CR 42 ' • 

machine gunned aerodrome Herakl1on (Cr ete) and 

destroyed l lllonhelm. 
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PERSO!iAL AllD ,,.. 

Dear Mr. Preaident , 

IRITl8H £MIAS8Y, 

WASH INCTON, O. C . 

March 29th, 1941 

I beg to encloee herewith the 
text of a peraonal end eecret meaaage eddreeaed 
to you by Mr, Churchill which wee received to­
day by cable. 

REGRP.DED 
UN (.,L, ~ J1i'-1£.l 

The Honourable 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr. President , 

Youra sincere ly, 

Pro.nlcJ.in D. Roosevelt , 

President . 

I 



The 1'ollowi11g 1a t.he text of a i:>eaoage received from 

llr . Winston Churchill 1'or the Preoident , March 29th , 1941 . 

Beg1ne. 

Since 1111 tologram ot March 12th about 1'eecUns 

unoccupied Prance , wo have boon confronted with the agr ee­

ment between Darlan and Berlin for t ho aupply ot lerge 

quantities 01' 1'oodeturte to unoccupied Prance in exchanao 

naturally 1'or a guid pro quo to tho occupied zone from which 

the German ermy ot occupation 1e a heavy gainer. There are 

also preas re1>0rta ot Vichy tryi11g to negotiate purchaaoe of 

foodatuf1'e in Latin-America. If we were to put up with 

thla 1t would moan that French ehipe unhampered by the 

tettero 01' convoy, would ooon be doing a big trade nnd 

Germany would secure at least hlllf of tho import. Thie 

eeema to put the matter in a now light. 

Parliament and the public will ask me wey whe n 

we are oursel vee suffering a grievous blockade and British 

rationa ere reduced week by week the French end Germana 

ahould have the&e edvantapa thua prolonging tho war. More-

over the Belg1ana, Dutch and Norwegians , whose privations 

and autteringa are tar worae t han thoae of Vicey Prance , 

may aoon aek that their own ahipe in our service ohould 

carry 1'ood t o their own countrioa. We ourselves in Britain 

need more ships and food more etri11gently every week in order 

to carry on the war with ite present vigour. 

I am t here1'ore lne t ruoting tbo Admiralty to t ighten 

up the blockade or W\0Ceup1ed Prance ae f'ar ae our naval 

reaourcee and opportunltlea allow and I hope that you will 

not thJ.nlt t.bat thle 1a unw1M or unreaaonable. The two 811't­

eh1pe Will 01' courae b<I lat through •• agreed between ua , 

We/ 
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We ere oabl ina i n detail through Lord Halitax. 

Bnda. 
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Dear l.'.r . President , 

IAITllH IMUH Y, 
WAIHI MCTOM, O.C . 

~ls t 1.:arch l li41. 

I enclose hore in copies of 
the three l atest reports received f rom 
London on the mll1 tary s 1tua t i on . They 
were deted larch ~th, l.:arch 29 t h and 
l4lrch 30th . 

Believe me , 

Dear :.:r . Presi dent , 

Ver; s incerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United Stat es of Anlorlca , 
.. ·ashington, D. C. 



Telearam trcm London d.ated lluroh 28th. 

l , l!nal, Bnemy air orart at tocked shipping off 
111ltord Hann nenina or llorch 22nd. Pour omall ebipa 
totallina 2,}37 tona damaged, 

badly dam8&ad, 

Two ene1117 airoratt were 

2. H.11.e. "Laith" a t tacked by two enolllll aircraft 
•1th bombs s.w. ott St. David'• Head, llorch 27th, waa 
undamaaod but doetroyad at loaet OM airoratt. On lbrch 
27th, tho Coa1tal Blenhelmll on reconnaieaance or Lorient 
attacked Fokl<e-Walt aircraft an<l cruioar preawnably the 
"Voltaire" reaulta unobaened. Two Blenheim.a dlve-b0Clbe4 

near miaaing about 6, 000 too .••.•.• . • and two naval 
auxiliaries orr Brest. 

llilitar7 - Albania. ~o 1nd1cat1ona ot Italiano 
7et able to resume the otfenoive. Dereneive proparatlcna 
beina made in the southern sector. Total toreea north or 
lina Durazzo - Tiranha ~robably not more than 12,000. 
4. Yugoslavia. The army loyal t o the new oovernmant 
and reported concentrating aouthwarda. Minimua or 2} 
d1Yieiona mobil1eed. Tho Whole country appear• enthuaiaatic 
and orderly. 

5. On II.arch 2}rd - Britlah Colonial and Balgtan 
toreee occupied Bengali (about }}I rnilOI west or Addia­
Abbaba) atter aovora fightina. 

6. Ronl Air foroe llareh 27th. Dey11ght attacks 
were made on •hipping trCllO Ueh&nt to Lo Rochella and on 
ercall naYal ore.rt ott the Dutch coaat. Alderne7 harbour, 
buildinge onO INl!all merchant lh1p hit. '!'WO 8lenhe1me 
ehot 4090 b7 enemy fiehtera, 

7. Nlaht/ 
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7 , Night or war oh 27 t h/28th. Ninety- aevon 
bomb9rs sent to attack Colo~o (39) Duaaeldort (39 ) 
Dunkirk, Calaio and !lreot. Tbreo aircraft m11ain.; . 
8 . Brltrea.- Dllrin0 l!arcb 26tb-26tb , Sixteen 
tona of bombs dropped on enemy poal tiona near Keren; 
t1'0 enoc7 tlgbtera reported destroyed . 
9 . Bthiopia. Three tro1na on Addla- Ab\laba 
Ojibutl Railway Station at Awda raco1vod di raot bits . 
10. Greoae. On *reb 26th tou.r Oladlatora 
i ntercepted 20 enemy f1gbtors eaaortin.; 6 bombers . 
They prob bly deatroyad l tighter 1nd damaged another . 
One Gladiator doatro1od on the ground 1t Parangtba . 
11. Oerlllan Air Force . /tarch 27th , Two enemy 
tighter• over Kent . One J.:El. 110 damaged and one 
Spt ttire m1as1ns . 

12 . N16bt or .:arch 27th/28th. A taw a1rcrart 
re por ted oft tl:o cooat . 

13. !!I!:!!.• French reported building a datens1 ve 
lino l n northern Syria facl"" Turl<Al7 . 



Tel•bram from London dated 29th ~ob 

Co-ndor in Chief Mediterranean nth 1 trong 

tore• o~ J.lod1terranean tleet on the 28th ~ot into touch 
with otrong Italian roro11 oouth or Yildiz we•t ot Crete . 

&n•"'7 cru1aera t1rst slshted 8 a .m. By noon the enemy 
toroea 1n two t;roups retlr1"8 waatwarda at high apead 

one group eon11at1ng or two battleah1pa tbreo oruiaera 
five destroyers , aeeond group threo orulsera three 

doetroyers wlth poss1bl1 two battleabipa . Alr attacks 
bJ a1rerart and atron,; roroo or i>lenbeio:s troc Greece 
made several attacks . Formor scored poaaible torpedo 

hlt on one cru1aer ; latter claim two bomb hito on one 

oruteer two be&WJ bo"'b h1to on another eru1ser, one bit 

heavy bomb on destroyer . One L1ttov1o class reported 

to have speed reduced to f1 fteen knota by day torpedo 
attaelu . co,...nd•r 1n Chief reported at 12:28 a.m. 

29th llareh 1110 two e10 ht-1noh cru1aera sovorel7 dacaged 

by our battloahlpa in enoulng night aot1on - hoped ounk. 
Raeult or deotroyor n1e;ht attacka not 1et reported . 

Survivor• fro: believed •ix inch gun cruiser reported by 

aircraft . 

2 . On the 16th Parthian fired torpedoes nt 6000 

ton merchant ship and 10,000 ton tanker in escorted 

oonvo:r i n the Straits or 11.easina, two explosione heard 
bel1eved t .. o oh1po b1 t . 

:i . Sohlrnhoret Gneiaenau were at l!reat on 28th . 

One in dr7 dock one 1n Rade Abo1 . 

4 . Royal/ 



- 2 -

4. Ro;ral .Ur Force . liit)\t of 27tb/28tb. 
Indua t.rlal o•nt,..• CologM and Du.aael<!orf et.ob 
attaoked by 33 aircraf t; 26 tona H. ~ . dropped on 
tbe tor~er and ~3 tons and 3, 000 1ncond1ar1ea on 
latter . ~ny firea and oxploaions caused , 
5 . ~1.)lt of 28tb/29tb. All bombing operation• 
cancollad , 

6 . Dcdoca.neae . ine117 aerodro=e in Rhodes 
bombed on 27th one enom7 a ircraft destroyed on the 
ground . 

7 . Oorman Air Foi'oe , 28th. onl7 olic;llt onem7 
activity; OW' fighters deatroyod ono enoM)' bomber and 
probably do1troyed a second. 

B. lll;;)lt of 28tb/29tb. lio enem7 opera t1ona 
reported.. 



Telegram from London dated l50th ~ob. 

li!!!!· No further newa yet recol ved about 

tho aot1on in the Lloditorro.noan Larch 28th and 29th 
bu• Greek deatroyora havo piclcod up 110 Italian 

•urvivora and have been dlrooted b y Sunderlant1 

&ircrnrt to tho pod t1on to pick up 600 more . 

~cb 29th, several enemy air attacka made 

on east coast convo7a ; one E.ritlsh tanker was hit and 

aunk . 

ll . Ro;ral Air Force . l•ic;)lt ot ?.:arch 29th/30th. 
All bo:bin operation• cancelled. 

4 . Italy, )~rch 28th. Six mod1u: bomber• 
ettaclcod aerodroe>0 at Lecco (near l!rindi1i) deatro;ring 
at leaat one aJ.r<>ratt &J'ld dua ing 20 otbors . 
5 . German Air Force . Night ot I/arch 29th/l50th . 
About 40 a1r<>raft oporatln.;; pr1ncipall7 1n Avonmoutb 
area, and 36 more 1uapected ot cloe la.Jing . 

6 . In central •~ditorranean GermAn d ive bombing 

force haa beon reinforced from units previously located 
in Dortborn Prance. 

7 . Whole di ve bombine force in tho E.alkan theatre 
(160) now locatod in ooutb woet Eulear1a. 

8 . Ho:m Security. lfl,;bt ot ?.:arch 29th/l50th . 
eombing not heavy but oharp attacks on Avonmouth and 
Eriatol. At Avonmouth throe oil ciotorno eot aligbt and 
1till burning. Flree all under control . Caoualtiea ao 
te.r reported not atrlous . 

0 . Add to paragraph l above . 'lhreo Italian •isbt 
inch cru1aers , two deatro7or1 now confirmed sunk, ono six 
inch cruia•r poaal bly aunk. Our loaaoa nil . 
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