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IRITllH DllAHY, 

WASH INOTON, D. C. 

October 1st, 1941 , 

> ;,) . J !JI,.. 

Doa.r !!r . Pres ident, 

I encloso herein a co~y of 

--- - the lo.tea~ report received from 

London on the r.1l1tary situation. 

It is dated September 29th, 1941. 

Believe me , 

1 . ,t. r Dea.r ' r . !'resident , VA,•~ I.. '""Cz vory s1nceroly yours , 

"'·~ .... .. ~)~ v.~ pt:... . 
~<.. ..... 

The Honourabl e 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the l'nlted States 
or Amerio n, 

\lashin~ton, D. C. 



tp '86¥ rp LQl!J)QI AAT:Sp BfZ+w»p g th. lpG, 

Pero• ot 8 Itel1MI bet tleeh.lpa, cru1aera aA4 
deatro7era ••• a t ••• en 8eptemllor 27th oaot ot 8ard1n1• 
Mid epproaolaed o'Cll' torcu to •1thln 96 111lu wh•a tbo7 
turoed aort.b aDd raced towarde aapl• •• 
a. 0• 8epU11bor 271.11 lelaoa wu llU b7 oao t orpedo 
t1"oa airoratt bor apeed r educe d t o 16 ltaota. 

3. On September 28th, Ruaaian oubmarin• torpedoed in 
Pe ta.mo two ••reheat ah.J.pa eatiaated 8,000 tone, 6000 tona. 
Tbe7 were elon1aide d1ecbar11ni oarso . Arter t1r1ni, oubNrtno 
broke aurtace whoa h••"1 tirin1 trc11 ritleo, machine a una 
ea:per1enced. Before aettiaa to ••• 6 hour• l at.er ab • ... 
he&Y111 dopth chersod. 

4 , On• 3000 ton BrU hh ah1p in 01bral tar uJ1acocepan1 ed 

waa aunk nig)lt o t Septembar 27th, Sept-er 28th. 

6 . Septmber eetn. ll'iglltcre atteclted objectivaa i n 
Jorthera ~ranee aettlng on tire 2 petrol tructa near Cae n 
and dllll8g1Di en111,1 aJ.rcratt llD4 en111,1 hMlgara at Ncrla1z. 
8 . 111aht ot 8optelbber 28th , 8epted>or 29th. 103 air­
cratt <!eep•teb J1tod ttt d.eU Tt'r mediua welgbt attacta oo Genoa 
11Dd ll'ranktort; liat>t attack• on St. lla1aira lAloden. llear 
St . la1a1r• 1004 tirea atarto~ 'll!IOlli•t ell tftllka, 6 air­

ora.tt. al••~ 

7. ~ Saptlllbar !17th UIOlli•t other oporatioa a ten 
lleaut'il)ltera attaokad aarodro=ea. uapl11De ba Ha IUcil,z 
a.ad iard1~~~. :e aeap:anea oa wa\er aerioual.7 4 ... a .. , 
3 a1roratt probabl 7 deotro7ad .Ln tht 01r. 

e. L1b7a Btpt>llJ>er 118t h llar7111Ada, a.,.. eaocrt od b7 
t1atitera, attacked Bardia er••· Dwapa M.T. ooncea~rat1oao 

/ Miii 



•• 
IUl4 wareboue .. llU. 4 0191 t1illUre probebl.1' doe\ro~ed, 

ODI llal')'l&Dd aod .... 'l'oahan m1H1Di· 

ll . llortll Jlua81a. lep\ecber lrl'\ll, llurric1nt1 

dee\ro7ed two more O.l'lli&D 1'1illtare. 

lo. illl111ana rea1a\1Di atronal¥ 10 Poltava and 

Kel1\opol ar••• • 



l•tTtlN 1:1111.AttV. 

WAtMl• OTO• . O C. 

0.er " r . rro11dant, 

-----
I oncloao herein a oop7 

ot tho latest r oport r~oeived 

trorn London on the m111 taJ•y 

a1tuat1on . It la dated t.he 

~0th Soptotnber, 19~1 . 

G-1".1>~ 
C( 01> 

~.s '90 
\l~ ~<'.) 

~' 
Tho Honourable 

<.) 

Bo11ave r.o , 

Dear ·r . fr~aldtnt , 

Very a1neerol7 ,.,.,.,1ra , 

rranklln o . ~ooaevolt , 

F'reaidont of the rrn1ted Sto.tea. 
or Ar.il!rico. , 

Waahtnston, D.C. 



TRLEC!RA!f )'001 J.()'l!J()J; DA'l'll:ll 31lPT1! '11v.ll 30th I 1941, 

Ua•al, Durin~ operat1ona 1n tile '-"diter-

ranean, 13 enerv a1rcratt broUS)lt clC!m by ant1-a1r•ratt 

t!re and ttg~tera . ~·• ot our a1rcr~rt lost one ran 

out or petrol am two shot down fl11ne; low \urine ·~""'l' 
attack with tor,edo aircra.ttJ onl7 one or crew wa• loat. 

2 . 8rlt11h submarine on patrol in Adr1at1o 

damaged ene~ tanker on 18th, another on the 24th and 

sank on• ohip ott Dalnatian ooaat on 23rd. 

3 . Pu.ring ti-.. past week majority or effective 

Ger:oan ca1n naval wlih 1nelwl.1ng "T1rJ>1h" and "Scheer• 

Uvo carried ctJt a •a.r cru1ae 1n tho Bal tic . ?ollowlns, 

un1ta aro etlll in tho Baltic; one battleship, one 

pocket battlaahlp, one eight inch oruiaer , throe oix 

1noh oruiaera and two ol d battle1hlp1. Photographic 

air roconnala1ance reported "Scheer" in ~m::iburg ship­

yard on September 28th , preswnably ror repairs. 

Rues1ana 1ntl1ct1ng he&V}' oasualtlos on 

German toroea attel'!'ptins adY&nee in ••o•omoskovak 

Dnlepropetrovak area. 

5 , September 29th, Pighter oo,...and oarr1ed 

out amall ottenaive patrol• over Fr.nch and Belcian 

ooaete , A barge loft sinking and patrol boat set on 

Ciro, A bomber destrO}'ecl on the ground. ':'!u-ee ot our 

airoratt a1H1ne. '?Yo p1lot• •ate . 

ti , September 29th~tb, lloarl1 250 airoratt 

aent to target• 1noluding Stettin, llt.m!Nrg and liavre . 

10 m1••1ng . Uo•t airoratt 1dent1t1ed primary tr.rgeto, 

'1/ Lib}'• 
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7. Sopte,,,ber 27th- 28th. Attack wu 

renewed OD an eneDIJ oh1p 1n nard.ta harbour . Bomba 

tell near •hip and three lue• tires •tarted 1n docke . 

8 , September 29th , 6 Dlenh~1ms a ttacked 

Duerat , Gulf ot Sirte, caua1ne extena1ve damage to 

w1relose atation, motor Lranaport and atoreo dumpa . 

9 , Sicily. Septenber 28th. 18 ~urricaneo made 

three aeparato attaoka on Com1ao aerOdr°"'e dropping two 

tons or bo:!1bs . Hi ta ocored on hangars and bu1ldlnrs, 

two seriousl,- da:-a;:ed. 

10. Rhodes , se,ter.iber 27th-28th. ll ':7ell1ngtona 

eueeesstully attac~ed the harbour . 

11. Gorman Air Foree . SepteMber 29th- 30th. 24 

aircraft operating, 7 came inland . 



/ 
IJl lT llM IMIAllY, 

WAI MUIOTOM, D. C . 

Ootobor 3rd, 1941 

Dur Mr. Prealdent, 

I enclo1• h1r11n a 

oop7 or the lo.teat r e port received 

trom Lon4on on the mll1tl1"Y a1t.V:a .. 

tton . It. • •• d.ated October let . 

Believe M , 

Dee.r Mr . Pr111d1nt, 

Ve'f'1 aJnoorel7 yours, 

Tbe Honourab le 

Pr&nkl1n 0 , Rooaevelt., 

Preaidont or the United Statea of 
Amer 1o• , 

Waohington, o .c . 



/ 

'l'KLEGRAU RBCBIVED P!!Ol4 LOllDON 
DUSI> OCTOBER lat,19'1 

II.I.VU, 

'l'hr•o motor torpedo b<>ato supported 

by motor gun boats attacked onem:r convoy 

ateaoJ.ng woatward throuah Stral ta ot I>o.,.r 

night ot S.ptecbor ~th-00 to'ber lat, and 

oaoort1ng trawler wu probably IW'lk, Wo 

auttered no o&aua.ltiea . 

R~ssu . 

Buaa1ana atubbornly roa1ot1ng Gorman 

thruot Crom Poltava towards Kharkov and in 

11111 topol area appear to ha vo hald up Gora.n 

adve.no,e . 

ROW AIR f'OR:B , 

S.pto::ibor ~th-OCto'ber lat, over 

160 airoratt aont againat Harl>urg Stettin 

Cborbourg and llantoo , Ono aircratt m11a1ng . 

I 



-
SbCRM • 

IRITl l M IMI AllY, 

WAIMUICTOM , DC . 

Oc to~r 6th, 1941 

Doar lolr . Preo1dent, 

I enclose ~..ero1n a 

copy ot the lateat report rooo1ved 

rroc London on the a111tar, situatl.n. 

It was dated October 2nd , 1941 . 

~~ 
$ 
~~ 
~ \(\ 

~~<> 
The Hono-.trablo 

Believe zr.o , 

Dear ''l'" . President, 

Vory 

!"ranklin D. Rooaovel t , 

-

Preaidont or the United States of Acerico 

Wneh1n6ton , D.C. 



T!!!IBGRAll R.llCIIVl!D !'R>ll LOIIDOll Dl'l!!D 
OCTOB!!R 2nd, 19tl, 

H,11.s . Hermoine bombarded It&l1an 

Naval baoe Pantelleria during operationa paaaing 

oonvoy to r&lta, Night ot lot/2nd, Tanker 12,8t2 

tons in a onvoy torpelloed 770 mil•• eae t north eaat 

ott St, Johno (ll , I' ,) . 

Night or 8ep. 30th/Oot. l at, enem;:r 

convoy ott Dutch coaat attacked by &1roratt ot 

eoastal eoama.nd; d.1rect h1ta scored on veaael1 . 

eati>lated 3000 tone and 10, 000 tona. Both a ttacking 

&1rcr&tt were on p&trol, P. 11 . October lat eight 

Hurricanes att acked eight I boats ott Dieppe , All 

E. boata hit and damaged, liigh t ot OC tober lat/2nd 

aircraft hit t wo amall merchant shipa orr North 

Fr1es1an Ialanda . Tanker estimated 2,500 tone 

alao att&oked and atraddled. Night or Sept.29th/ 

30th, wnen Benghaai att&ckod b)' thirteen llellington a, 

aeveral direct hita 1111de on •rch&nt ahipo alonglide 

.Mole. 

RUSSIA. Oel"':&n adn.nce Cro:o Poltava 

towarda Kharkov meeting atiCt reaiatance and Oerr:an 

progreao in Perekop iothnlla baa been halted. 

ROYAL AIR PO!!CI. Sept . 30/0ot, lat . 

61 tona H.B. dDpped Hamburs , 39 Cherbourg anc1 29 

Stettin. Hite aeon on &ohm anc1 Voss air trame 

tao tory anc1 railway ju no t1on at Hamburg. At 

Cherbcurg bomb• tell in dooka area and at Stettin 

burata aeen 1n centre ct town, October lat . Our 

tighter• da1tro7ed two • ....., t1olht•ra, two Spittiree 

on aea rHerve operat1ona &n4 on• on photographic 

recoanai•MJ>C• a1Hinl• 



Nisht ot Ootober lot/2nd. Eneiey" 

air aativity United Kingdom vary oli.ght. Night 

t i shter• shot down two , es or our &ircratt de­

l ivered medium weight attaoka on Karlarune and 

Stuttgart. One miaaing . 

Libya 30tn/lst . Wellington• attacked 

M,T, depot Tripoli (L) many direct hito seen 

and large spreading fire. 

A.C'riea . 29th, Sunderl and on convoy 

eacort duty reconnoitred Dakar owing to error 1n 

"briefing" pilo t , it wao attacked by four French 

!&>hawk fighters end jo •ned by second Sund•rland. 

One French tighter destroyed and others damaeed. 



I 

-
81UTllN IMIAllY. 

WAIHINOTOH. 0 , C 

October 7t• , 1941. 
-wa 

Dear J"r . P-ros ldent , 

I eneloae horoln oop1•• or 

the lateet t'e?"Hlrts raoe1v"d from 

London on the mllitnl'y attunt1on . 

"'hoy arc dated roap>otlvoly 

Octo or ~rd, 4th and 5th, 1941. 

F'1•t1.nl-rl1n O. Roosevelt, 

l rea 1<1ont of the United ~tntes or AJnorice. , 

'./nohln5ton , D. C. 



September 10th 111• i1ajut:r'• eu'bn•rine 
tor)>edoed 3 ,000 ton ar.ip ln t:andia :rarbour. September 
19th. She eoored one possible hlt on transport ott 
Oidoro Tola.in . 

2 . Royal Air ?oroe, October lat/2nd. Ott 

!lutch Coast 'l\.ld•on• hit 2,000 ton ~•re .ant vessel and 

dropped bombs cloe• to 2,500 ton tanker. 

3. On October 2"'1 reconnai11ance alrcrart otr 
1:orwa1 J!IAdo direct hits on two merchant a'1ipa or 1,000 
l\nd 2 ,000 tons . Sl\"10 airer art b""1bod tho docks Mjovk 
(ale) where ractor;r building hit . Another alrort.tt orr 
Aalosund attacked Merchant ehtp estl.m&ted at 10,000 tons 
cla!J:ted three dlroct hits but bonba did not explode. Two 
'iurr!canes attacked and l>ft s1nk1ng large ar->ourod barge 
orr 1:nocke, Durl.na otrenaive operations our rtehters shot 
down s!Jt onol!cy" alrcrt.tt cert~in, throe probabl1 and 

~omagod rour. \Ve lost four but one pilot aaro . 

4 . lllsht ot 2nd/3rd. Enemy warship• Brost 
attacked by !ivo aircraft. $Mok• acroon irevonted ob­
•erTation or reaulta . 

5 . Southahields and Dover attacked night 2nd/ 
3rd. 60 aircrart crossed the coast; ni~ht fisht•r• shot 
down three. Comiderablo demae;e to Tynealdo but not 
aer1oua, 

6. Gorr.ian drive towards Kharkov 
la meeting atron3 RU1s1an re•i•tance . 



'!'fil:.'!O'W: FllOI' toimon DA'!"'!n oc:TOBRR 4tl> . 1941 . 

October 3rd. 690 slleo weat ot Flnlater 

1111 )"aJeat:r '• Ship Y.EllYA ol::hted eM11l7 auppl:r oh1p and 

U• boa.t , Tho oupply ahip attempted to escape bllt waa 
••• ••• al'\d blew up. Shortly a.tterwarde a 11bm.er3e4 

aubnar!..ne and rour 11te- boata tull or Geru.na •••n 1n 

vlo1n1t;r. 

2 , 'low learnt tMt unnamed Italian 11ner aunk 

nl~t or 3erte~l>er 18th- 19th north or Khor4 waa probably 
the Du111o 23,G36 tona . 

3 . 11 . 11 . Sub!!l•r!no sunk 1 ,000 ton al>ip in 

Rolvaoy Sound near tlorth Capo on Septe~ber 27th. 

4 . Sulr-..arine attacked two ah1'a 3 1 ()()( tons, 
5 1 000 tona , In Petaamo '!arbour on October 2nd. She 

ontorod th(. harbour contrary to orders , tired tor,edoa 
at ahipa alonr,atde , clal.Ned two hit• . 'T!l<>ush heavily 
attacked with depth- chars•• and hav1ne been entan~l•d 
in a net , ehe eot ol oar after two houra . 

5 . A. M. Oot obor :ird, ene~ coastal guna 

rtr•d 16 round.a at trawler(•) about tlve mil•• ort 

DoTer; no 0&1Ual.t 1oa , alight dacage from a~linters. 

e. Survivors or Amorloan tanker 7, 000 tone 
under Panaaantan colours report torpedoed 450 anoo 
eaa t ot ?ernanbtJCO 1 So;- tMber 27th• 

7, Ootober 3rd, l'ooke WUJ.t airoratt wore 

drlven otr two convo;ro and dma.ged b;r Cataltn& an<! a 

!Ud•on. 

e. R07al A1£ Forot , October 3rd. nurr1-
o&Mo attaokod ott Gravolineo 700 tono oamoutlagod 

/merchant 

J 



- a -

~oroho.nt voaool G300rtod by 7 nnt1 -atroratt a'1Lpa . 

Ono ant1-A1rcra!'t 1,11p eunk 3 set on r1r9 &r.d !I\ da::-

•:od; :-: ant voaael lor't !..n :1ane1 . 'Blon.W1a 

oeoorted b,- squadrone "r fighters bor.:bod wn.rohoneoa 

at Oatend , atartod 3 l~rc~ fires . Ono orw01 rtchter 

dostro7od; 3 3p1tf1roa rtaa1n3 . 

O. Oetol>or ~rl -~t!l . J;oo.rl:r 110 airoratt 

tent out •• !'olloit'a : all returned 1..r~ly . Ounl·trlc, 

rtottord8l'l, Antworp , Bro1t, and I.or1ont . Ona shot down 

b7 one~ bor.bor over 'ort.humberl&ttc:1 . Proll.r.~ 

r"p.orta 1t1tto that l!IOlt or tho aircraft aucceaat-111! 

bOf!lbod tholr objoct1vea: lt\rg:o warohouso and munl.t1ona 

c\•U11p hit at •Ottordo.."':l, sutatantial rtr~s started at 

Dunkir·~ an Anbrer- . 

10 . 3outri.,rn 1tltly. October 3rd. Blonhoil:i. 

t r om t.talta nttooked power station, munitions rnotoey 
and en~ino -aheds ot 1.J:porta.nt r~1lwa7 jtUlC~1on 10-.r 

Catanzaro . H1ts obtained on all objeot1ves with oon­

a1derablo d(\!"!age . Stationary Train machine-gunned . 

ll . Libza . October let-2nd . ~Olt$h&s 1 l-ti.rbour 

-.,'?a1D attaokod by :felltn~tons, h1t1 1cor6d on ho•.,, 
anti- airera.tt batter1 . Six na•al alrcrt.tt d1vt .. 'bor.:i.~ed 

1torea duMpe Sardi• 8t&rt1ng two largo f1ree . Ootobor 

2nd . ll1n• I ar;rl"'1<1• oont1nuo1U1ly attackod thaH d•ll'lps . 

12 . ~r'\8.n Air "'orce. October 3rd. 1 4 th . Some 

atreratt •~aged in ant f - ah1pp1.nc! operations and rw 
roport8d over ~aetorn Counties . 

13. Russ in.. (J.ot""'la!!S ho.vo 1.Jisproved th41r 

po11t1on in 'l'":ruotrad aroa and .0Yancoc;\ &aetwar.la and 

Southwarde f'ror Dn1opropo~rovsk bridcehood. 



T";LP.Q~AI: "RO" LO!IO< • DM"Z!l OGTO!l":ll 5th, l\141 , 

R•fere114e telogr.., October 2nd . 

"rl.t1ar. tiankor twelve thoua&n< tons again 

torpedoed October 2nd . Wlor1cen doat1•oyer Coun<\ her 

etill aflOll~ and sunk her by eun tirc . Proli.minary 

ro~ort a .~ . Octo~r 5t~ Swordtieh attacked convo1 1n 

tho ··oditerranun about 50 mnoa 11 . " . or 7ripol1, 3 

merchant ship• probably sunk or d11Magod . 

2 . 

~o~to~bor 27 totalled 939 , 290 tons with 775 , 903 tons 

durin: previous weak an;t averas• or 945, 203 tons tor 

tho past ten wock.o • 

'l<n""al Alr "orce . 3rd/4th October . OnlJ 

2 St1rl1~• attacked Breat ow1n~ to cloud throu!l)l which 

bonbs soon to burst . 9 cce.a to.l nircl'aft nttaokod aoro­

dro~.es in i:orthorn Don.""1l'k . Oc tobor 4th ~autort obtainod 

2 near ~11101 on merch.,t 3~p ott .or.Ye~lan Coa.at . 

Octo~r 4th/5th . llo bomber operat1one OWiJ11: to bad weather . 

4 . Llbvn . Ootobor 2111l/3rd . rlolllJ11:Lono o.ttacked 

Bon:;haz1 llarbour , Barllla, and Bareo . 

5 , Gernan Air "orco . October 4t'1/5th . A Cow 

aircraft opor atod oft ~oat Coo.•t . 

LibYg· "obruk bOMbed October 2nd-3rd and 

October 3rd no serio11.1 d..-.age rovorted . 

Cynr ua. October 2nd/3rd five on•!'11 aircraft 

hombod Llriaasol aorodrone , ol1';htl:r d&l:UlSinP run way . 

6 . Russia , Oer-..ans advancine South.east of 

Ros lavl :Sut ot Bryanak, ~ll.3t'w&rds t roz: Glukhov area, 

and Soutlnrardo fro~ F.aot or Dniepropotrovak , 



-
IRITllM IMIAt lY, 

WAIN I HCTON , 0 . C 

"l'tftl" :s ' l t ·on . 

~· G!'O .a.tod r.: tober t" r.. 

~"\ar ! r . .. ,,, .., t , 

rns • o ~ o"" t- e ·;;. • t 
o ... .. r r "c3. , 

tat s 



etf~renee telo '"1'0: or ,..tobol' 5t • 

ven ~ ordtla attae o~ co vo; o~ a•x 

1 ' . 1 nort enat ~t- Trl o!l 1 e~t · ~ted 

9 , 000 t n• , ono a • p ~st~ t ~ l~rt ln 

•t·o~ . ono ost ' at 

11liov1Jd ono o!' l."111 r .>1•: t"1' e 1rur, r"connaia -

""' •"• ~·ibr."r!nflt eanl: tor.odo bon .. Q" 

class ort'.lmoot or 'ess ''lll on >4' ttr."" r 2'7t:.1 . . .... "'\o.. r 

or 
oatro!"ora no:--t• bCT:t:• 4 

r'lns wost or .• (words 0':1;.ttoU) •• ""tiro i~ t lat/ 

., ... 
St'b llll' ' no tor .. edoocl tanknr LIRI ':'r'1'c 

•IL"llc :l():IQ t a' · orr o ~ Ai nlao ~a. ... ·· b:-

!> ' lot ttnr , 1' ON 't!t.tttt ... 1 ~ flo8llod er w ' t 

r•re 

al . 
4 . •• •. 3ub:::Ar ' nn on O!l'to !>.,r 2Ut tor D ood 

s . ... to">ar ~:--J 

r't'.s ta 

ton.a 11 • o and 11• nJ.· :.z" ~ unl e tobot- St • 

:r hablt r4'o_pnnod October !"t~ . 

G, :~':''A".il3I (:t . 1 . ~· . ) oo. ttroJ. f'ull; la.'nn 

to DJ1b tl . 

/ ? • Ro:raJ. Air ~or•o 
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7 . ..·r ..... 
f'E; ter IW~O!'S OVOI' nnl't 'lrn r"-1\CO . 

o. !...:.!:=.! :!'d/4t ~'>ers a a •- attac·,~o. 
arbO'U"' o -en.,;M:1. on:1 ar l' n ml l otr •1 d =.n r..J&J' 

lat.tor . 

9 . 

a•r~rd!'t o er~t· 

!') . r- ... ,s . 

4:;0.1n; no ,1fl 1 l\.Ptt ot· C':\S •1:1lt1~s l'" ort'l<l . 

11 . 0 "'0- ""e :'l t ?"'"IS a.Va ta.l en 

Pf1t.1•ozo.vn:1ak . Oo1-l8.n t .:•·1st dftv<!"!lO!' ' n:: nort: or Sriolnrisk , 
- ·oscow ra"l•e.: a sout ~a.at tr• Dnie ~~:>etrovs~ br1d~"­
'htt nd • 



1~Ai • 

'O!U' 1rl·enlla tuaa la.n a·1bnor :.no a•nl• 
erellant vo.s,11 ~ tone on o ... tobor :r and 

tor.l0doo4 .otor tor:;i<>do 't>oat a.n, t:Or"e ...... vos~ol on 
October Ot'l , 

2 . Oa ~· 
te :ber 2ilt r:o;.r•t 1 1 •• ""!.,. t r -

po ·oed 6000 -on trC'A~rt !.n Oul[' or :.t: ft .:s , on 

.... epte ·b6r 2Hth , i ar .,. eaco1•tt'l(l r.i,ro·1ant vessel ln thr. 

oe..-~ v'O ""lit; . One :.to tar.nod in no.o c~s" ;.~alts 

unobaervod ow1.n t eountor attacks . S o also sank 
by Z'llnfire of"' .. , lo on So.,.,trt :Qnr 27t'' 'iAI~~ oo.rryin~ 

Itnl ~nn troops . 

~re nrit v1.o el w~' aiUt' t., ('rori Gn,.,,r3ol.o..1n to 

:r· ni nd aa...'¥\1· CY.:·• c '"'tOt"".'l.ftl ~~ lo:s~o~s v ;Jn ea.st 

or r, ~ OJ! . Sal>Ota:o su.a~ected all c~ew s~v 

l>'tr1n a · r at ta<' over .-311at Cannl on 

Cctober .. )t 1/&th r~t~~,. "1.ld ' •t:"l l".l.erci....a.rtt vos3flll wu 
s ~ at anc~or ' 

5 . 

c. J '.. " . 

ir or 11er . 

Alt" ?orcn . Octobor Gt'h. . lurt• ' oanes 
da: .& ... 1'-rl t"'tt> ~ni\ t,..ttttl'Jr~ orr 

Oetobor ~t ./S~h . 

att"c'~od Uon~-az~ 1\%' our ; tlt•n t1~"lrl oxplo:Jion aaon 

on ono o •p . Cft"oors 1'J.!trLel"a at Bctn1~ a"'rodro:.e 
..J.t .., 

7 . Ccto or ce· /"t 

cl.roppo<1 on i'r'pol1 (L) •~ttl•l• t'lr• ~ lar:o o 'l a:-J·or 

ru-id Gcorin,.. hits or nl)O.!' r11tusos on two r:i~rel.tu1t v1u11nle . 

I e. Oe·~n 
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8 . ttr an f!.11• oi•tH'I . f'rtob~t' Vt'h/7t'1 . 

Fo;1 on,nny a1rcrart npo r1' l od • 

o. T ' b··a . o tcbnr :t•1/5t'' . Tobr,.1} t-ri b11d 

for a'··' t; 0·11·1' b, ao t. 60 11 tt•'lrnrt . 

10. ...!.!....!.:. •t b>r 4t!\/5t.'l . :'<o a"r'"rart 

da.: ~ea to .. .. ,,pert~· . 

11. 

1
"" t:n- CO t 'nu I JOUth:rOlt Of 1J1a.t_. 'OV . ""')r=&Il8 

ro.:;r,,a~!n .. toward.a t.~ Stll\ or l.r.or . 



/ 

.. 

....., 

IRITl•H lMIAttY, 

WASHINCTON , 0 . C • 

Oo tober tn , 1 ll4 l 

tro::J. tor.don or. t:1e !"!!.l1tar7 a · b;.a -

u., 1.:. ·-· ~f) ' 

o,,ar i;r . Pre~ idon t , 

Ver7 s 1noersl;.- youro , 

/~~ 

ti G'11n,;ton , D.C . 
t_ .... ,,, ""!ca, 



/ 
T.:LEVrAli RE;EIVBD 1"!10 r ro:;oo:; 

DATED OC'I08'!ll 8th, l94l 

--ITEP :J.. 2All1 October 7th, 

ErHLoh •ublll&I'lne attacked two 

merchant •h.ipa •••orted b7 two do1tro7er• 
north or Crete and obtained one hlt. 

ootobor 7th, lart• frit~eh tcnkor 
which had ier• ho::ieuard boind AtlL~ti. convo7 
wao torpodood 200 miloa rron Reykja•ll.k, Roport­
od sc1ll &float . 

ROYAL A.. 'OR.:R , October 7thfo th. 

woathor. 

SICILY. OOtober &th/7th . 

Hurricanob earryino bombs attacked 
aorodro"'° at Co"'1so . llo-bs foll !r d1ap·roal area . 

LIBYA. October 5th/6th. 

';fol inc;tons l;o,-.bod Bon.;hazi harbwr and 
Dlenheirna mechanical traneport workahopo at Bard1a . 
ootob<tr 6th/7th, lollingtono d.ro~pod 12 tons or 
bOMbll on '1!ri pol1 (L) harbour . '<uayo and merchant 
v••••l or ton tbo-.iaand ton• hit . October 6th, 
twel vo Tcl:lA awka ongar,od 14 if .E . 109 in Sidi Char 
area. One M. E. 109 destroyed and another probabl7 
dootroyod . Tio lost two To"l&hawka. 

110Rnl ~S!;.!A a Octobt-r 6th . 

14 enemy bor.bera an:!! a '.t f'1 ·htere 
bo~bed O'.lr aerodro:ioo at Or1 .... otta ( Ul"!lanok) . 
No d.a=t~o• and only one =inor service ca!Nalty. 
0...r Hurr1oanoo destroyed throe Junkore 88•0 

prob&bl7/ 



proba1>l7 destroyed t\TO J\U'.kor 88 ' O and ono 

nt 109 and da.m&<;•d another alx Junlc•r• 88 • • 
witho~t 1011 to th•=selvee . 

Oer:i:.an tore•• have roa~hed Vyas.::ia 
and 3ord:ra.nsk anfl are attack1~.t Orel , 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINOT ON, O. C . 

Oc t ober 10 t h , 19111 

Vear Mr . President , 

I enclose herein a copy 

of the lates t report received 

from London on the mi litary 

situation . I t was dated 

October 9th . 

Believe me , 

(/. ~~ Dear Mr . Pres ident , 
~c ·o.J < , Very sincerely ynurs , 

~ ;<·!) 
\)u;..~ ~o /(~ 

I~ , :() 
The Honourable ' 

Fr anklin D. Roosevelt , 

Presiden t of the United St.ates 
of l\merica , 

Washington , D. C. 



rr1 ti eh oh1p ~000 tons woo ,omb•d and 

W>k n1 ht or Octotor ?th/October tu while 

anchored at J\ z . ..,1 canal 1 a open . 

2. Dutch aubr.mr1no on Oo tob•r 3rd , 

torpedoed and •n>< 'r., ch m rehant "11p JWO tone 

20 nil• •Bit or Terranova (S•~1n1a) . 

3 . 111 ;ht or Cctob•r 6th/Ooto er 7th . 23 

,/ell1n tons 1:0,,.i,od P1raeue harbour; c:c-Ago 

er.tensive , v1o1Ntt oxplo11ons 1~ warehous~e . 

3&me n1Gbt ton Elenholre to~bed llard.1a . 

4 . L1b;a . October 7th . l>arylor. 1 

eacor tM by 'Ioi:-Ahawka at tackod o cltmps near 

Gur:ibut ; enemy J."1,Pter prolJably dfl troyod second 

d.uca ed . 

"· Oc toter 6th a d Oc to~ or 7th. 

a1ror9t't (ono p1·obnbly doe troyed) ~oinbed ,ohruk 

town ~arbour . 

.ach1ne t,"Unr.ed . 

Poat t.lD?'.s ln .. l A-~ .... ec tor 

froopa WOS t Of E\l • • , • tt o , • o 

n:ach1ne ~nnod and a ttac lee ::;ado on landing 

gro\r.da ir: Sidi ran.1ah . :.o dam. e or caa aal tiee , 

6 . Paleet1ne . October 7th, Cctobor 8tb. 

l.ine hoat1lo d1·crort attacked lla1ta , necl1 1ble 

damace . 

7 , J.:alta . Cc tobor 7tt , Oc tobor 9th. Six 

aircraft "PPNl~Ohed t'.e bland but Clroppod bonb• 

in h., •~• · Octob~r th . Six Alrcrart 

&4J?roac~od tho coast t1ut. did not. oroas . 

t./ 
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8 , 

·ont1nJ a to cake p r6'ss . eriao.ns la! o~ 

~eircl&:!.O t Ruaalat1 toreoa not. con.ti .. ed . 

un.s1an1 ti\••cu~ tod Orol . Ger:an1 advacce 1 oyond 

town cut tin :·osco• .. Kharkov m11Y?ay . 1 uaeian 

forcoa enclr;!~ •11 t or -er .,anak sub~ec tod to 

lntonao pressure rro st no •th oest •n •~ t . 

Ger::'.Q.n force t.hrust1n,;, north 1•l at. of Eordynnek 

towal'<la l;ariupol , 



§§£A£ifi 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

October 11 , 1941 

t 

Dear Lr . President , 

I encloeo herein a copy of the 

lateet report received from London on the 

mili ti..ry situation . It was dated October 10th . 

Bel ieve 111e , 
Dear l:r . Pr esident , 

Very sincerely yours , 

/fM~ 

The Honourable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of A. er ica , 
llashi ngton , D.C. 



• 

'l'!UORR.l li'ROll LOtlDO:l - OCTOB::R 10'1'1! , 1941 

63 ebips totalling 20? ,000 tons out or 90 allied 
and neutral ships detained by Vichy reported tolcen over 
by tho l'l-enob . Twenty one or these totalling Q6,000 tons 
already placed under direct ;\xi• control. l.laJority will 
work tor A.xie under cover or French rlag , Some reported 
sent to I tolion port a manned by Germane, forty-two or 
these ehipa at present in 1"editerranean. 

2 . On October Otb , Oatend Cherbourg areoa tighter 
airorart set on tire ehips estimated at 1500 and 500 tona, 
damaged anothar eoo tons . 

3 . Nisbt or October 9tb/l0th ten coo.stal e.ircrart 
attacked two e.nemy shipe orr A4lessund; tull details not 
known but one direct hit estl.Jnotod. 

4 . Nisbt or October ?th/October 8th. RoyaJ. Airtorce 
aircrurt set on tire £erchant ship in Tripoli (L) Harbour 
and destroyed lighter. Uerobant ship eet!mated et 2000 
tone weet or Tripoli (L) """ b010bed probably sunk by 
Blenhel.Jn. Following n18ht navo.l airorott atiaoked convoy 
Sicilian Channel end sunk ~erohant estillatod at 6000 tone 
ott UAr1ttiloo island 11ellington scored direct bit i::ercbant 
ship eotiJ&ated ot 6000 tons . 

5 . Large Ruseian torcea near Vyaec.a and certain 
Ruuian roroea near Bryanak probobly surrounded . Gel'tlans 
advancing to,,e.rdo Khe.rkoY and reported reached II riupol. 
6 . On October 8th titty en£17 airoratt in two waves 
attacked Tobruk; rour were badly de.mnged. Our oaeualtiea 
two killed rew wounded. 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON, O. C . 

October 13th, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enclose herein a copy of 
the latest report received from 
London on the milfulry s ituat i on. 
It was dated October 11th, 1941 . 

Bel ieve me , 

Dear Mr . Pres ident, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of t he United States of America, 

Washington, D. C. 



/ 
./ 

Albn.coros 1'rom Victorious t-or.il.--od ftnd aet 

on J."lre l , uoo ton i:ierchant st t.p ln Vl:.S'i' F~ord . •'wo 

South tound JC<rchant 1htps or 2 , IAX> to::" eocortod ~ 

Vl• h1pa o.lso h!t .r. arall o,..,ec1en mrchant ah1p 

abandoned a.rtor loll\'; hlt . 

~ .. 
~!~tor alee atarted ln t~..e ~tlant!c lnter:ar1c ~~~h 

onomy a'11p;>1l'.( tr tho : edlterronoon have continued 

by Erltish subl'lllrlr.ea nnd otro,•art . 

~ . Po& over tho rnt ted Klngd""1 an,. cor.tlnwt 

has ~ostr1cted air opera,1?r.1 lut n1 ht of lutly'lltn 

ot ueto~er 13~ Aircraft raided Y.ruppa , ssen, Coloene , 

Durutlrk , ;ordeaux, ua ·end , Ratterdan a.nd tieDJ cnl.1. ut 

tolt ln ~uhr ; i• .t.ireraft not :-et reported bee, . . , . ~ . ' J . .... . . . 1;\ht or luth/llth ueto•er , 25 

cno y nl!'cra.tt opertated L\::ainet t :.in eo1mtr7 nee.r 

..•• , ••• h""1 o.nd in East Suffollt. ! o matorlnl tll'lot• . 

on~ ere.-:; t:o?:!ber eatro7ed 'bj" n1 ht fl[llter:i . 

:.. ·~va!. Durir"'b week ond1.nc uctoter 

aPtpa were convo:·e-o . Ono cru1mc1· ' :/:. shlpa, is1x 

JiJ 0'o VZ destroyers, 1nclud1ne 20 Ur.i.ted ... t'1t.ea 

oeetro7ers , 0.11 Vf other .~ . ehtp• ~~ployed on 

escort d•.ity . 

6 . Import. 1nto t e ll~ited 1:1r.i;dom totalled 

784 , ~64 tona plus O, vuo ton" or epocl~l Govornm111t 

C&r&o t:l"!i1rt£: a 4tl'8CC or \JE2 , ll4 ton.a tor lnet ter 

•eek.a . 

7 . Dur11:;t -.iepte:ter lv , "T?..J .or." of cuto 

deetlned for the onemy nc1zed 11 pruo. Totnl 

&01zu1.•e1 Ul v , 23\1 tona aince the l·o 1Min,z of the "er . 

c./ 
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o. .i'hotogrnphlc reconn~isBance recently 

showed Admlrlll Scheer in flontll".e dock Hn."!\bttt•t . ....ha 

mny be arunacod or su.!'ter1r. ~ech.nnicel defects . 

9 . R. A. ? . 9th/lu~h October . In ludoon 

nttnolt ott J:orway reported October lUth , one hit 

nnde on ~vOv ~on merchant vas~el , and another by 

2~ pound incendiary on 300v ton ah1p . ~-blioved tT:o 

hita nm.de on an 8-10, Uuv .on vessel . lvtn, otr the 

Hllguo a suppl; •hip 01· 2 , uuv tons was tWl.ce hit and 

probnbl;r sunk . 

lu . Libya . 6th/9th uctober, 18 \~oll1ngtons 

borr.bed aerodromo neo.r "'enghazl. , dUllging :ia11£ers, 

t.u1ldings nnd o1l store• . 

ll . Aircrn.ft cnsunlt!.ea . In lo.st seven d.A.ys 

over and i'ro!'!t r'Z"it1.2h Isles : ours , ono figl tor 

t'."1elve bombers : Ge1"'?"mnc , two eGJ.~tt\in one proba.tlo . 

:tddlo LAst : uurs, tv10 bor.'lbers . orr.:nnn , ono 

certain two probo.1110 , one dam~od . J:or t.h Russin : 

German~, four eertain, 31T. drunncod , ours nil . 

12. Rus~in . Germans continuine drivos on 

J.!oscow t':rorn: di.rection.:i o!' 1/yo.3r:JB nn~ urel . 

i;;. Acute short•i:• ot textllea ln LCt'l'lan Europe 

has resulted in nt loo.et 2!> ... roduetion in Jern..o.n 

lothes :.·ttt1 LC and el1'1b,."'2"'£o it Ital:; C">'" "'a.la ot 

clothe.3 r endl . .s lr.vontor; or stoc!!n o..nd ovc:-. 

ward.rotes . CorJ.&.ny is r.iaicln.:: intenulve effcirts to et 

cotton from Tur~ay , ~uol and ~anufacturod oodo from 

s, .. ain . 

14. ...eirr an o.r.xJ.ety over f od au;ipll.es :t'r the 

Vllntor ia shown in rnt·oni~ of 1>otatoes 1.n aon:e 

provir.ooa . 

15 ./ 
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~- · 

re r col lt1.l ,,rat· n · ... •:-e!l e ; ~ ' t 

o c! e:rcrart t.·o~.Jc~· .... c·.o e ~n , ~,. 

~o.ct;~rle::i i t t.'' onon a~ ert to i.lrod11oe ~O 

pltthCt! m""t il,, 't 11st 10-1:" . Pot·~ nront" l\reot u 

to J:.xin ca'"'·~• carrl•d 1:i cncr 1hlps :ro l orth 

~'\tr!ca c!'Xi n1r . 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON , O. C . 

October 15th, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enclose herein a copy 

of the latest report received 

from London on the military 

situation. It is dated Oc tober 

13th, 1941 . 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr . President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of t he United States 
of America, 

Washington, D. C. 



T1L!9!W1 PROll LOIDO• l>A'f'll> OCTO!!p! 13th, 1941, 

SW11111&l7 I 

• •••1. Hi• K•J••tr'• De1tro1er Norman 

(word• omitted) T.U.C. ottioial• on board arrived at 

.t.robangel on Ootober 12th. 

2 . Sut oout OODYOf WU attaoked bf B. boata 

ott Cr o .. r night or 12th/13th; two a111&ll merchant n11eh 

were eunlc. An a ttack on another oon•or l .ater waa 4r1Ten 

ott without 1010 and two B boat• w1r1 poaaiblf damaged. 

5, Reterence our telegram October 7th, third 

p&l'&gropb, After l.Jrre1tigation there appears no eYldeoce 

or 1abotage or or 1ntel'n.&l explolion 1n this ship, which 

probablr 1truclr Darien rock, 

4 . Kllitan. Tobl'Ulc, During night• 9tb/10t.'1 

and 10th/11th an Australian Battalion carriad out 3 hlghlr 

auooeeetul fighting patrols. On 9th/10th an Italian 

working part)' about 150 strong wae ambuehtd br a patrol 

or 20 wb1ob opened f1rt at point blank range with Brene 

and llO• 1nt'lictin& 30 to 40 ou ualt1ea before withdrawing 

wi tbout lou . On lOtb/lltb another patrol euoc .. atullr 

engaged at 250 rarda r&n&e a partr or 50 en.,.y bunobed on 

th• •kfllne; patrol deotro11d, no loea, A third patrol 

ot 24 1trong allowed an Italian partr or about th1rt7 , 

preceded bf 1oout1 to approach within t en 7arda when tire 

wu opened with n • rr nailable weapon; about 15 e....,. 

we" killed Uld a woimdad ort1oer wu captured; our 

ouualt1e1 Wll'9 2 1l1ghtlJ woun4ed , 

In Southern H otor or perl.JNter 0.l"ll&ft tanl<a 

and Italian 1ntantrr •uoo .. ded in olear1ng one or our 

ob111"'fat1on po1t1, our ouualt1•• 2 lr1ll•d and 7 wounded; 

, ...., ooneolld&tld th1• area • 1th help or 10 tanl<a rollow 1ng 

/-ming. 
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morning. He la also oon.oolidating hia position about 

12 m.11•• aouth ot porl.moter under ooYer ot aovoral tanka , 

Roxal Air Poree . 11th/12th, llmden. 'l'wenty 

aircraft attacked, dropping 29 tone ot bom.ba tirea atarted. 

Ooaatal airoratt ott Norway hit a merchant Yeaael or 4,500 

tone, another 1,000 tone which waa le!t ainking and a tiah 

oil raotory, whloh wu Ht on tire , Two Boautorta mined an 

onellQ' OO<>upied Prenoh harbour and a third 1• m.111 ing, 

12th, 24 Blenhoima Hoorted b7 19 tighter 

aquadrone attaokad Boulogne dooka and 12 Blonhel.ma • •<>Ortod 

b7 2 tighter aquadrone bombed oonvo,- ott Dutoh Coaat hitting 

a tanker o! 5, 000 tone and a tl.mbor ahip, Pightora des­

t royed 7 enemy tighter• . Our lo•••• wore 2 Blenheim.a and 

2 Spittirea , 

e. 12th/13th, 376 airoratt were sent out, 

Rurnborg and Siem.one Worko 142 inoluding 16 heavy: Bremen 

99: !!Ula Chemical Worka 93, including 11 hea.vy: Boulogne 

Dooko 24: Rurh aearchlighta 5: mine l aying 3, 11 &ir-
one 

<>ratt, 1nolud1ng 2 heavy/miuing and 3 ora.shed, including 

a Halifax in Sea.; l ore• aate. Preliminary report• atate: 

weather at ffuremb.rg waa good and visit auooeaatul , 55 

airoratt reported huge !ire• alao at Bremen. 

9, A Hudson obtained l hit on a 1 ,000 ton ahip orr 

Dutoh Cout, 

10. Lib1a. lOtb/lltb, 17 Wellingtons bombed 

Derna md 10 Blenhoima Bardia, At tormer power a tation 

and at latter M, T. worlcahopa were aet on tire, 

11. Re!erenoe :rea terda,- 1 a aumar,- paragraph 

Mediterranean, Considered 2 ship• ot this oonY07 were 

aunk and l or 2 dmug9d. 

/12 . 
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12. 11th. 6 B1onho1me ot which 2 wore 

doatro7od by ant1-al.rera1't tire probably eank merchant 

voee•l or 3-5,000 tone and lett •hip or 1,000-1,soo 

tone on tire ott L1b7an Coaet . 

13. German Air Poroe. 51.xty-eight al.rora.!'t 

were plotted, of whlch5' oam.e i nl and over L&noaah1re , 

the llidlande and But Anglia , l wae destro7ed by ni ght 

ttghtera. 

14. Libra . lOtb/11 th . Tobruk and Mer•• lle.truh 

were bombed and aome service ouua.l tie1 and damage resulted. 

4 Blenheim• were dM1agod in attaol< upon Fulca l .anding ground . 



• 
-

l llUTl lH llllAllY, 

WAIHlfllCTOM. 

Oc l t , l l . 

Deo.r r . ?rea1 nt, 

l •ein cop-:.~ or 

ln t at ... r 

London o• t 11' t.o. y a•~ 1nt•on . 

lt .. t-.d t bar l t:: . 

l!ove re, 

enr r . • .~ t., 

'.J Dr: 

li120 Utv ( /:/I' !}f2 
'-· . 0 ..... ~ 

... '1:::;:) 
Ot.0•1ro.l 

ronkl1" 
rr al o 

r!'l ,•11·s , 

4~ ~r-)(_, 

v t , 

1 t:ed tea o ,;..; 
aa 11neton, D. c. 



elor-rf\m l"'eCe1v,,d frt:JM tondon Ot'! toh""r 14 , lg4l 

Co tob~r 13th 1s l•• ty' • ship 

LOchoaka1• (A'""ed oard1ng voasnl) wAo da1'l&•od 

by OC!il; ,/UI.i' Aix"crai't ::.0 !Oil s :outh ueot or 

Liabon, 7 ere~ w~undei.J.. od l terrar.ea..--: . la 

!61ty11 Sut::arir.e MpOrt.a .ahe to~~&'i ~ . OJO 

ton morchant vesanl olread1 agro""d or. :>an eor la 

Illand (But ~o) o October 3rd. !ln:i a car•hant 

ve,. l probably French A TTIIEft o Oolobor 

4 tl . On October 7th off S >•la e.y she s!lnk a J , 000 

ton morchan t vessel in convoy . 

2 . 111 tary 

obru.k , Oc tob~r ll/l2 Patrol A• t1v1 tr 

•1th tanks contlnuod ty both a deo . Jlt tbos 

0 ;>Oil tank.a ware with.1.n t1tt! .·ard.:1 or ea.ch other 

but po>r v1s1bill ty c.ndo obaer1•tion of enemy 

cu·.tt.lt1u da0>ai;o it:;>O •• ible . ,/Q iied ono light 

tar.k dat.aged . Enemy w1 thdr•w rt'O our obaervat•on 

peat. capt _r .. ~rev1011a n1 ht . Oc tob•r 12th 

considerable one=;r act1v1 t:r 1n EI.ADZ: S-C:OR 

con1olld.a tine; o":;oat ;><>a1t1ona al .ed d •ring laat 

thr .. n1 ta . P!"Ont1er ar.-1 Octobll!r 12th rltllh 

Patrol attacked fol. ... enemy ar~uro rs and ao e 

meohnn1ual tre.r.sport 1n area lJh tor:.an . Ono UtlO!:lY 

A;~ aour-e<J cnr dea tr');ed, tht•eo ar. .uni t1on du::ipo blown 

up •nd to;r erman pr!sonera tAken . 

Posltlon !.."'l .. Os.low a~ .ariupol aectore 

roma1ns 11rioua . 
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3 . Royal Air Jorce . 

Octobor 12/13, attack on "urOl!lborg very 

ou>ce•otuJ.ly: 9~ ton• h1.)l oxplosi•e dropped . 

Other ta.rcats received: Bremon 78 tons , '~ula 

Chemical \70!'ko 33 tono , Boulo01e dockn 36 tone 

and 'llternat1ve to.t'sets B2 tons . T '0 hits were 

tl&do on n ohlp in Denholdor !~arbour . October 13th. 

24 .blenhel.os deapa.tched to attack ta.rgets at Arqaos 

and .:azinearbe (Bethune area) . D1rect hits 

observ od at l.a :1n,;a rbe . 2b fighter equadrons 

pnrt.i.oipa ted in tho'le op,,ra tions . 20 ensny 

aircrai't destroyed, 4 probably des troy"4 and 10 

damaged ; our losses thirteen 1'1gnters (two pilots 

safo) and one Blenheim. October 13/14, 118 

Aircro.ft dospa teaed to u1'SHldorf 60 (8 hOflvys) , 

Colozne 39 (9 heavy a), !lou.loe;ne 6 (l heavy) and 

sea mining 13 . Five 81rol'9.ft ( including 2 heavys) 

are 1111ss i ng. Libya Oc t.obor 11/12: four llell1n;;tons 

attac¥.-.d Bengh.o.ii Harbour . Ton Blonheims attacked 

mochanieal transport work shops at L:Ardia . Oc t.ober 

12th r1,·htors rou~ht 6pproximately 30 i .. &. 109 ' s Md 

10 Italian i'ightors ; rour ~.nerny !lghters dest.-oyed, 

t wo more probably destroyud and tour da:..;aged . Our 

losses to= 1'1chtoro. October ll/12 and Co tobor 

12/13 Wellinstor.s attacked Tripoli • ~rbour 22 to?1s 

01' bombs dropped . October 13th, ill.enhoiir.a 

attacked Lechanlca.l ~'ransport Colu.:.n l S c1les east ot 

Gulf Sidra , three lorries und trailers being 

d,stroyod and o thers da..T.aged . 
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'61. o.n Air orce - t! ;ypt 

0 t.oL r t• ll/12 aovun Jun ·"r• OJ 1 o 

~tt.c1(N). F>llca in l 11 Uo d , a petrol .11!;1> l 

t'll •l tra1n a rv1oo un!•ion tra• bo1ni; 

estrc:r &nd aorodro re er i:erv ieoa.'blo . 

5 . 

ro re l.:l rea o 1 

.,..or;- An l1 r "" t1on . Deco ol i 

Cc • • l rwo•t u'a t'J.rer.! 1 

z ropo) h ~ porLod L VO • 1t cd tron kin 

h t:.0:1 ts to bu1l 1n 11 1 r r lid •• -.nd d y 

aero_ l .. • • l' • e t1on n • t.o .. l~ 

COJ"'CC!J ~rti.' t7po used in C!"eto, •t 

"·eee ... tl'"' .. lar r 11 l o1J'f:I, apab!e or 
ca:-r. i ..0 1el • 0 11 •• baa 

l; .. • Bl w l. 



8RITl8H EMBASSY, 

WAS HI NCTON, O. C. 

October 16th , 1941 

D~er lr . Pr sident , 

I enclose herein s copy 

of tho latest report i·eceived 

fi•om London on the mili t!lry 

eitu11tion . It .. 11s dlited Octo·oer 

15th. 
...-

Believe me , 
Dear Mr . Pr~sident , 

Very sincerely you~s , 

1(;0 
C"o p () ,.. ~ (') _a 

':'he Honourable 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President or the United St~tes 
or Amer 1 ca , 

IVUGhington ' D. c . 



/ 
Telegram from London dated 

October 15th, 1941. 

Operational surnmnry (info!'tllation r eceived 

up to 7 e .m. October 15th , 1941) . 

Ji!Y!.! . A naval corvette woe torpedooU ond 

sunk by U-boat yesterday morning juot west of the 

Straits of Gibraltar . Only 3 survivors re1>ol'ted. 

Accident occurred in an oil ship during fire 

fighting exorc ises on 13th. One officer and four 

ratin!JS were kil l ed . 

!lava1 drifter was sunk in collision in the 

Thames yestsrdey , 

Mi l itary , Tobruk 12/ 13. Party of Polish 

Cava l ry Regiment successt'ully attacked enemy strong 

post . Enemy minimum lo ~ses 20 kill ed . Polish 

caaualtiee 4 . I n El Adem sec t or enemy tanks patroll ed 

actively during the night but ours could not make 

cont act . 

Russi a . oermw. advance towards t:oscow is 

continuing but the Russians have counter -attac4ed and 

driven out Gerwans from Mojaisk (65 m1les west oouth 

wast of Moscow) end Russian pockets are still 

resisting behind the German lines in vyazn•s end 

Bryonek a:r aae . 

Ukraine . Germans are widening northward 

'Kedgs from Derdyan•~ tbt'ough !leriupol towards Rostov . 

Royal Air Force . 13/14. 29 airol'aft bombed 

Cologne ( 34 tone) and 35 Duseeldorf ( 55 tons) . A Hudaon 

hit n mercnan t ship 4 , 000 tons off 1/orthern Brittany. 

14th. Off south west Norway Deaufor ts t wice 

hit with bombs 2 mer chant shi ps 8 ,000 and 2 , 000 tone 

respectively, t orpedoed a third and probably s fourtb 

both of 2 ,000 tons . l Beauror t is missing. 

During/ 
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Dur1 ng croao Channel ope rat1one our f1ght~r• 

set t1x·e to a em.oll ship and an escort vessel and 

destroyed a float plane . 

14th/15th. 95 aircraft sent : Nurnborg 80 , 

leotle ta (P•rie Or1eens area) 12, mining 3, 3 missing . 

Libya , 12th. 9 Maryland& bombed Berne landing 

ground destroying e large aircraft and damaging othe rs . 

l2~h/13th 6 Blenheim• attacked 2 landing grounds 

where aamunition dwnpe were expl oded and fires started 

and four others bombed Bar din harbour , 

Mediterranean . 13th/14th . Ne vel sircrnft 

sot fire to a 6,ooo ton morchont ship in conv oy 

south of Le.mpedusa . 

12th/13th . 5 \'lellingtone !lttacked oil 

cisterns at Piraeus etort1n3 amnll fire . 

German A1r Force . 14th/15th. 30 enemy 

eircr aft were operating or which about 20 are 

suspected of sea mining in the Thrune a Estuary . 

Mnlta . 13th/14th . 9 f1ght , rs moohine­

gunned Luqa aerodrome slightl y damaging one 

Wellington. Our fighters destroyed 1 and ant1-

airc1•a ft t'1re probnb ly destroyed l and dJ;\11,aged 4 . 



-
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8AITl8H OllAH\'. 

WASHI NCTON, D.C . 

Oc:tPl.r 18th , 1941 

I enclose herejn ll oopy 

or tho latoot rerort rr.c:elve!I 

f ·om lonJon ~n tho miljtary 

a Hunt· .n . It •Ile Jo t~J Cc tol•,.,. 

15th . 

r-elieve ae , 
Deor ~r . rres!J~nt, 

'lery s!nc:erel.:' ycu1ri.; , 

'.:'ho HonnurA\.111 
Fron~11n D. Rooeevel t , 

IrcBi<lcr.t of t"le u-,1teJ 3tJStc_ 
of AI rice , 

\Y'tehin!:!t~n , .... . c. 



T•legraa received fr0>1 London 
pated OCtober 16~ 

!!anl. An en91111 alrcrert attacked two Air aoec"e 

service launchee eouth ot !!ewheven 1eet •rdaJ' caueinc three 

caeualtiee, TWO ahipe in a haneward bound Canadian Convoy 

were torpodood yeeterday 750 mil oe weet of lr•land (R) and 
another (9,500 tone) independently ro.,ted 600 mileo wost 

ot Ireland (R) . 

2 , Hilitarz. Ruaeia. 

Although no further German progreea reported So.,th 

towarda Roatov nor · 1n oentre ?lorth Eeetwarda from Orel and 

only eliSbt progreea 80.,th Weet of llOIOOW, New thrl.et hae 

denloped Beetwarde ot R&hev (•till believed in R"eelen 

hande} towarde Knlinin with apparent int ent1 cn or turning 
City de~enoes rroro North, 

J, Royd Air Poree. 14th OCtober/l5th , OWi"<.: •o bed 

weather only 35 bocbere reached Nurn'terg on which 110 tMe 

high exrloei ve ond J,,000 incond1ariee " ere dr opped. 

Rerruttnaer bombed alternate targete in Weetern Ger~.any, Six 

aircraft did not return. 15th October. 12 Blenlleime 

attacked eh.lpping off Priaien Ielande and hi t a cargo 

veaael of about 4 ,000 tone. 12 others eecorted by 

fighters bombed Havre dooka hitting amidohipa 10,000 tone 

veaael which blew up, We lost 7 Blenheim• end l Spitfire and 

dHtroyed 5 en411117 t1ghtere. 3 Hude<'ll bombed docke et 

Bab j ers in Demnark. 

15th/16th OcLober. 45 bombore ware deepetohod . 

colOIPl• 34 (7 heavy) Boloul!ll• 8 and Aaleterdam Aeordme J. 
J ~ellinatone 11l1ae1oa. 

Libya . Beoihe•i Herbour ••• bombed by ll 

Well1natone/ 



Wellin;tona 13tll/l4th Oc t ober and 6 Maryl ande. 

14th. Hit• on quays railway 11d1nga work ehopa. 

4 , oer..,n Ai r Poree . 15th/16t h October. 

29 aircraft •ere operating. 13 came inland. Pe• bombe 

toll in Yorkah1re and at Or at Yarmouth . No 

caoualtiee reported. 
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IRITISM CMIAllV, 

WAiSHOICTOM, D. C . 

October 19th, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enolo10 heroin a oop1 ot 

~~~~~ tho lateat repor t rece1• ed rr~a 

London on t he military a1 tuat1on. 

It 1o dated Oc tober 17th, 1941. 

Be lieve mo , 

Dear Mr. President , 

aincorely yours , 

Tho Honoura'blo 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Pres1dent of tbo Dn1ted State• 
ot Merica, 

Wa•hington , O. c . 



/ 
Tl!LBORAM l'ROll LON'DOll DA'l'l':D OCTOBBR 17th, 1941 

SUll!UU"y (1ntonoat1on received Ill' to 
7 .oo a .m. October 17th, 1941). 

Nava!. on the 11th British submarine 
attacked s merchant vessels or 2,000- s ,ooo to.,. eaatbound 
oft •• • ••••• • • Cape and o'btad. ned po111ble h1ta. On the 

14th aame position she attaoked one ot three merohant 
•hips 3 ,000-5 ,000 tons •eotbound eocorted by trawlers and 

aircr&tt and made one certain and two possible h1to . 
Results unobserTed. 

2, lb<-Oercan meNhAnt veuel (7 , 862 tons) 

beached ••••• • • • on Auguat 25th has boen salvaged. 
3 . Reference SUllll!l&ry firat paragraph (sub-
paragraph 2) , Tb1o convoy was again attacked early 16th 
about 6SO miles weot or Ireland (R) another ship being 
torpedoed. 

•• llilitarz. Ruso1a . Gorman ad•ance 
eastward• or Rzhev (sic) i1 reported to haYO reached 
Kal1n1n . Due West or Moscow Russian detenceo probably 
1n K0Jai1k area ha•• been penetrated but strong Rusoian 
res1stanoe continues. Limited advance oaatwards botwoon 
Orel and Kurak 1• reported but further aouth bad weather 
appear• to have reatrioted ortensive operations. 
5 . Royal Air Poree , · 1Sth/16th. Visibility 
was poor . ColOSJle area attacked by Sl a1reratt which 
dropped 55 tons or high exploai•••· 

e . 16th, During •mall ottensi•• patrols 
tighter• d.,..god ah1pp1ng at Pluahing aot tire to a 
petrol atore and 1ntl1oted oaaualtiu at a searchlight 
poat. An 1n91111 ~ oo-oparation airoratt wao deotroyod, 
One 11\U'rioane ia 111u1ng. 

I '. ietb/17th 
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7, 18th/17th. 128 airoratt despatohed: 
Duisburg 86 Dunkirk 22 Oa tend 15 Rurh H&rohl1gllta 5 . 

2 m1 .. 1ng and 1 oraahed on return 5 ot or•• sate. 

8 . German Air Poree. 16th/17th. 20 
aircraft wore operating or whioh 3 night tighter• 

crossed tho coast. l Jun.koro 88 doatro7od bJ tightors 
and 1 damaged • 



: 
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?P?R'Q 

BRIT ISH EMBAHY, 

WA8HINOTON. 

October 20th, 1941 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enclose herein 
copies of the latest reports received 
from London on the military si tua -
ti on . They are dated October 18th 
and 19th. 

Believe me , 

lJ l?eG~ Dear Mr . President , 
'Ivel. "'De0 very .. ~ 

¥cj. 
I/::,..) 

The Honourable 

sincerely yours , 

~ 
Frankl in D. Roosevel t , 

PresidPnt of the Uni ted States of 
America, 

Washington, D.C. 



Teleerem rrocn London Juted October 16th, 1941 

Operu t1onal Summery. ( Informet1on recei 'led 

up to 7 a . m. October 18th , 1941 . ) 

li!:!!!• Rueeian submarine has torpedoed and ounk 

} , 000 ton ehir1 o~f North East No1•we,y . 

SMll tanker and small Greek ship cari·ying 

petrol and stores for Tobruk wor·c sunk by submarine 

50 miles west of Alexandria earl y Octob< r 17th. 

Homew·ard Canndinn convoy was again attacked 

on October 16th/17th and 8 ships , totelling about 

45 , 000 tone wore sunk; 3 Britl eh , 3 llorr1egian , l Greek 

and 1 Panamanian . :wo were tank~rs tho others 

cerried rew materials end general cargoes . Early 

October 18th l eecol't1ng British Jeetroyer wa .. 

torpedoed; ehe is still afl oat . 

ll!illtery. Ruueinn etatornent that they evacuated 

the greater part of ~he Odessa garrison by sea is 

probabl y correct . 

Tobruk . October 15th/16th . British :;>atl'ol of' 2 

of f'icere and 24 othe~ .ranks engaged large enemy 

working party $ .E. of Tobruk and i nflicted ubout 20 

caeuolt1cs without l ose . 13 enemy tanks seen in this 

area withdrew to dead ground . 

Royal Air Porco . October 16th/17th. Duisburg , 

66 aircr aft dropped 72 tons of l! .E. end 7400 

Incendiaries . Total ot 25 tone dropped on Dunkirk 

and Oat end : 'bur a te eeen in doc.co and firee ·11ere 

started. A Hudson possibly hit 6 ,000 ton a.erchant 

veaaol off Dutch coast . 

October 17th. Hurrloeneo and a Spitfire 

ett&oked emall enomy craft off Zebrugga and Ost end 

Two/ 
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TWO trawlora were eot on f 1ro. 

Libya , October 15th/16th . 18 Wellington• bombed 

Benghazi . 

Gero.an Air ?orco. Ootobor 17th/18th. 20 en&y 

alrorett were operat1nv . One ea;: .e 1nlend. 

E:rl(la"iY caeualt1ce ln op~rat1oos oYer British 

Ialee . B•1 t1sh October 16 th/17th two coastal 

( eddl t lnnal) , 

or about 1400 motor vohicl ea destined tor the 

AX1a , 1n Freno~. J'ortll At'rioa at't ·r the Armi aUco on 

Auguat }let 581 were reported delivered t o Libya 

t'rontler and }4} ready t'or de'ivery . C~ 4CO trucke 1n 

France aareed to be delivered to ~1bys , 72 have ~rr1ve~ 

1c r•orth At'rlca but have not yet reached Libya , 



'l'ELEGRA.W R&JEIVED FROM LO!IOOll 
DATED oc:ro!ll-:R l9th , l 9•l 

Operational Communication (intor­

mt.tion received up to 7 e..m. October 19th, 1941) . 

!!AVAL , 

Reference IUm&ry l8th, torll"doed 

Sri t11h destroyer hae 1unlc, 96 aurvivora ao tar 

reported . Operation to re1nforc o l.:tllto with air • 

craft ha• been auccoaat'ully oo~ploted with lo•• 

ot one St:ordflah . Two shadowing eneatY a1rcro.rt 

were d .. troyed by our fJ.uhtora . One largo and. 

one a.-...all mrcbant. veeaol 1n southbound coaa tal 

convo7 ware ?:11nec.1 and w.nk 1n Western Tbai:tea 

(•1o) approaches, p . m. 18 th, 

MILITARY , RUe~IA , CENTRE , 

Although Germane have taken Kalinin 

and 1bJaiak and aiade proer••• oaet of line or 

llojt.1ak Kaluga, eucution ot counter a t tacks and 

bad weather have slowed. down their adwnco . Si tut.­

t1on north east ot Ord unchanged . South . SIDt.U 

Oer~an advancea are reported north-west ot Kharkov 

and north ot J.'.tlriupol but oaotward thruot towards 

Rostov ha• been elowed down. 

ROYAL A IR FOR : E, 18th and 18th/19th, 

Bad weather; no it!"p()rtant oporat1ona . 

HAPIZS. l&th/l7t.h . 16 Wellington• 

tro:o llalta dropped 16 tone ot bocbo including 

three .000 pounder• . It 1o thou;:h t th& t torpedo 

factory was completely d.eotroyed1 Roy~l arsenal 

t.nd Alt& Rolll8o worka wore aho hit , 

SICILY. 17th. 

Bler.heilnl e1oorted by llurrioane1 

attacked Syracuse aeaplane baa&J blrata aeen on 
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on objective; an enem7 f!,;hter • • • probabl7 abot do.., , 

17th/18th, Well1ngtona bot:lbed Tratani 

aerodrome; buildings were hi t &nd l o1rcrllft des ­

troyed on gr~lnd . 

SA lDINIA. 17th/19th, 

Wel l 1ngtone eooperatin3 with noval 

force (parasrapb l) attacked Elmu aercdromo bitting 

rv.n .. 7a and bullclings . 

l!EDITERRAllEAll , N1sht 17 th,a'.Sth. 

7 naval a1~ratt atta~ked a convo7 

acuth or Pantellar1a; 2 merchant veasols wero d&cagoj 

bf torpedoes and thi rd pose1bl y hit . 

G<:R '.Al' A IR PORCB . 18th/19th, 

Onl, S airoratt plotted, 

MALTA. Ba woen 16th and 18th, 

Several day and nl..;ht atta;l<o were 

made; no da.oago or casualties reported. 

ITALY, 

A• a rosul t ot ahortaJ,o Of b.aaic food, 

en(l\11r1os have boon made in cost oCNntrlea ot G-oroa.n 

controlled B'uropo for potatoes , not normally part of 
staple diot or Itali ano . '!'here 1• no indication that 

tho7 have been able to 1oou.re a.n7 oonaidorablo 

quantity. 



IAIT l l H t M8 ASIY. 

WAI Hl liCTON. 0 C 

October ~ls i, 1941. 

' 9 7 
Deor wr. Proo1delll.. , 

l eocloa~ he.-...lo a cop1 or t.~.e 

lat.oet. r epo1•t recc1vod t1~..:>m London 
on tile aoilHory cH1.1DUon . It u e 

dated October 20 t h , 1941. 

Bel 1 eve ce, 

Dear Lir . President , 

l'he Uo.aoura!>lo 
ireaii.l1n u. koosevelt , 

PrcDldeot o!' t.he Unit.ed JtuteG 
of America , 

Wa11hina-ton , D. C. 



l4fl?lWl 1"!01! LQ!il!ON DAl-1l OC'l'03l:R 29th , 1941, 

l . ?:aval , A Russ1a.o aubmari.Jle oo return tree patrol eo.atwurdu 
or ?;orth Capo cla1ma rour onem,y morclwlt ol)1pa hH bHwecn 

se;teDlbel' 26th and October 11th. 

One or Ilia llaJouty' a sub111&1•ices •Llk two shipa in convoy 

50 Cilea •Oat Of Lampeduaa on the 18th. 

A 9 , 000 ton ttlllkor WIJB torpedoed off Stro1to or Gibra1 tor 

on l9tll b11t i1 a till a!"loat in two h&lvea . 

2. lli 11 tery , Ru1a11, Germo.n1 hampered by he.rd we other have 
made little proaroas towards lloaco"' They ore adve.0011111 slightly 
towards Kharkov in Doaot: baaia and to•arda Rostov . 

lth1op1aa ~eQ¥ troops , cm:batant atronJth about 15,000 
remalu in Goodar , 

3, !!qya1 Ail• Poree , 19th. 1'iihtors carried out 10 ac.all 

ortea11ve o~erations over northern Prance, 

19th apd 19t)l,/?Qjh. No operotiooa by Bomber Cow.mand , 

1!1dd1e i;tat, 18th. 15 ~arylondo attacked two Cyrooaican 
land1Di !ll'OlUldlt 

16th/19th, l!editorranelill, floval aircra!"t attocl<od convoy 
66 m!lea north weat or Tr i ; oli {L) and ~•de 3 torpedo hita oc a 
5,000 ton ah1p which we.a lot't ataUocar; aod 012 rtro . A second 
ah.ip woa probably druoaaod . 

19th. A l!W'rican• deatroyed an IteJ.ian bomber a outh or 
Lampoduoe . 

Bic1l1, 19tb. 6 Blenheima attacked WlllllUllition factory ond 
power atation et Licata AJ>d 5 Hurricanes carr71Dll bomba aerodrome 
at Co:n110. No Oll°"U' oppo1itlon: boe>l>a fell 1n the t ari•t area . 

tt.!;1op1a, 17t h, Bombers and !ightera attacked objoctivoa 
and trccchea aoar Azaao. 

4, Ooreep Air ••orco . llltb/20th, ~ enen>¥ a1rcra1't were operat-

1n11 principally in Thall•• ..atu .. r y : flew i nleud . Nillllt fiihtere 
de1tro7ed ooe bomber . . ............... . 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON , D. C . 

October 2J ~ th , 1941 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enc l ose lierc in a cor y 

of the lates t repor t receiveu 

f rom London on t he mil jtary 

si t uat i on . rt was dated October 

23rd . 

The Honourabl e 

Bel i eve me , 
Dear Mr . President , 

Ver y sincer ely yours 1 

Fran kl i n D . Roos evelt , 
Pre s i dent of t he Unit ed S t~t es 

of America , 
Washingt on , D. c . 



Telegram rroc London elated October 2}rc1 , 1941. 

H.u .e . "Auranta• haa arrived tn Clyde. 

In convoy reported ettacked 2let , one 

Brttieh ship 4,099 tone wae torpedoed and sunk and 

one Britiah ahip 5 ,281 tone , ie missing . S•vernl 

aircraft or Conetal Command took action against four 

U-bOata sighted in v1c1n1ty of this convoy . 

Dey or 2let aweepa were carried out over 

St. Omer area in the coura• or which 13 enemy fighter& 

were destroyed and 4 ~god. 21 Blenheica attacked 

one motor veeeel ot 1500 tone and one aehooner ot 600 

tons ort the East Tu.niaien coast uaing 2i tons or 

bombs; achoonor blew ~p and eank, motor-veaeel wae 

eet on tire . 

liight of 2lat/ 22nd twenty- tour Well ingtons 

made euccoset'lll attaoke on Naples . About 120 aircraft 

bombed Bremen, targets including Deutsche Schi!'f \'/erke 

and eight Hudaone started good tires at Aarhus petrol 

harbour . !Ught of 22nd/23rd 161 aircraft deepntched 

to deliYer a heavy attack on Mannheim light attack 

on Havre and a.rest . Enemy ea:ployed about 40 a1rcrart 

1n widespread ettacke onr United Kingdom. right 

fighters shot down 3 certain an~ one probable; no 

serious demago wae cauoed. 

Russia . 

on 22nd October Molotov who had arrived trom 

Moscow with othor membsra of soviet Government 

outl ined situation to Hie Majesty'• Ambseeodor ea 

follows : 

(1)/ 
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( l) Lenlnfl!'ad . SoYiet ooverl'lllent were ve ry concerned 

and were trying to 111prova their poaitl ' n . O.r..ane had 

crossed Vollthov and were trying to •dvance Northeeat 

but were being held . 

( 11) ~Iosco••" Oormane ' break- through near l!o~h•1ak 

October 14 wee r eeponoiblo tor dec 1s1cn to evacuate 

Gover nment author1t1f.& and <liploctatio corpe on October 

15th. Thia break-through had now been held ; Ger~.ane had 

only advanced a rcw k1lo~otrea and that only at expen•e 

ot great losses . Al though Oer<r.ana had taken Kallinin a 

week ago, fighting waa atill going on there with soviet 

1ntantry and tanka in occupation ot So~tbern outekirte . 

Germana held t he centre. west ot loloeco• bitter t1ght1ng 

was proceeding in the approaches to City but there had 

been no noticeable oera1an ftdvonce since Octobc:r- 15th . 

(111 ) Southern Front . Poo1t1on d1tt1cul t , Germane 

advancing s l owl y towerde Roetov . 

( I V) Cri~ea. Genll8lla were held on Ie thmus but preaoure 

was great . 

(V) Kharkov. Poa1t1 n atoady. 

(VI) KolotoY atreeaed that fighting spirit ot people 

••e quite unbroken • 



BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON , O. C . 

Octnber 27th , 19L1l 

Deer tr . Fresidont , 

I enclos~ herein a co1y 

of' t he latest ro1ort r ece ived 

rrom London on the mil itary 

si t uation . l t was dated Oct ober 

24th . 

Bcl 1e t r •. c , 
!)ear t..r . I ·es iden t , 

Very sincer ely you~~, 

The Honourable 
Fran~lin !) , Roosevel t, 

Presiden t of the Uni t ed State~ 
of' America , 

7aohi neton , D. c. 



./ 

mmw fR<I' LQI001l W.tRp OC'?OB?;t ?ith. l?Q e 

B. W. s . GNAT na1 arrived 1n harbou~ in tow. 

H.11.s. llAOl!I wu torpedoed niaht 22nd/25rd 
10 m1le1 South Southw•ot Cape St, Vincent "'111• 01cort-
1aa homeward bouod conTO¥• Por.11rd part completely 
wrecked and, thouah pooaib1lity or tow1Di wa1 expected , 
later report stat•• H.11.e. llAORI was 11111Uoa. 

H.11.s. UUOI reporia bi\a on two abipo orr 
KURIAT Ialand Tunisian Coua t . 

H.11.s. UNIQUE t orpedoed Italian A.11.c . CJ.?!A DI 
GENOVA Cl101 54 13 tooa P, M,/14 orr Naplooo Loter ship 
eppeared t o have IUDl<. 

R.F.A. llAIUCDALE taJ>kor 8,145 t one sank attor 
oxplooion in St . Helena Harbour oiabt or 211t/22od. 
BelieYed ah• waa torpedoed by U-Boat . 

Niabt ot 2la t / 22nd 111 tons or H. E. includina 
6 or 4000 lba , end 6000 1oeendiari•o wore dropped on Broaon. 
38 tone or H. E, 1nclud1na 4 or 4000 l bo, wore dropped on 
Napleo; reports claim larao r1re, •&A7 buildina• destroyed 
and railway station well aliabt , 

Day or 22nd Bloobo1ma attacked bar racks at Hoca , 
Lib7a, many burato beina aeon *"'OAi buildina•• 

Niaht or 22nd/23rd approx1111&tely 130 a1rcratt 
attacked llanoboia, 20 attacked Havre and Brest whore b .. bo 
wo re aeon to burot in vicinity or bat t le oru1aor1 . 

Dt¥ or 23rd 4 Bloohoi1:111 attacked a::iall aorcbant­
VllOel 50 milea lf, N, '.V, or llaritUmo Ialond acorina b1ta 
near tun.Del a.ad two a• ar aiaaea. 

Hiaht ot 23rd/24th 140 aircratt were deepatehed 
rrom tho Uni ted Kinadom, Over 100 attacked Kiel , 9 Sterlinao 
attack e4 Breat, l1abt attack alao ••d• oo Cberboura• 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 

WAS HINCTON. D.C . 

October 27t h,1941. 

Dear Mr. Preeident, 

I oncloee herein a copy 

ot t he latest report recei ved from 

London on the Military situnti on , 

It w~a dated Oc tober 25th. 

Believe me, 

l.Jty~E:GR ~ D Dear Mr. President , 
'l.,., ~ J::: D vary si nee rely yours , v,J... 

'I::. J..) !?. } C-;J-dl 
The Honou reble 

:..: /[.~ ~ 
a(_.,.._,/. ~ J Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

President of the United 
States o~ America , 

Washington , D. c. 



Telegram trom London dat ed Ootober 25th , 

Oorrect1on to tole i;ram dated Ootober 24th: 1n 
esoond parasrarh ror tt. 11. s . "Maori" r oad H. 11. s . "Oo&88ok" 

and tor "10 111Uee11 read "110 m1lea• . (La teat rerorta state 
thet H.ll.3. OOS&aclc 1e p roceeding to berbour in to•), 

Ni ght 20th/2lot a cru1eer forc e bombarded en"'Dl,Y 

battery eaet ot TobrUl< and deetr~:rers bo:nbarded !14rd1a Ra rbour , 

On October 2/1th a mediu:n size oen:ian merohl\Dt 

veoeel oft the south ooaet or Norway wae aet on fire by a 
Beaufort, 

Two mine.,.eeping trawlera were mined and 1unk in 

the Thame e eetuary on October 211th , 

Partly due to 8 eh1po aunlt in hcmnard-bound 

Canadian oonToy shipping loaaee were he avier during last 
weak , U-boata being mainly reoponaible, 

Heavy weather i n the Atlantic caused daimge to 

several doetroyera. 

Caeual t1ea during l 11at week in air Operations over 
end tram thie country: Royal Air Pores 24 bombere 14 fighter•, 
German Air poree 4 bcmbers de etroyed, 1 probable, 3 damaged , 
21 f1ehtere dee t r oyed, 8 pr obable, 6 damaged; Middle East: 

Royal Air Poro• 4 bocbers destro7ed, 5 4a11111.ged, 2 tighter• 

deetroyed, German Air ~orce 3 fighters, 1 probabl e , 1 

~ge4, ltalian Air Poree l btlrlber deatroyed, 

on the nJ.st>t or 20th/21at and the rollow1ng day 

e total or o•or 25 aircrett dropped 26 ton• or H.B. on 

eenahes1 berbcur, h1ta be ing ccored on molea and railway 

e1dinge, 

On the n1tht or 22nd/23rd 61 tone or H. B. end 

'600 incend1ari•• were dropped on itannhe1m, 27 tone ot H. B. 

on the dooka a t Ha't't'e , 20 t ooa on Breet, 
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On the niSht ot 2}rd,/24th the caln tarset was 
Kiel ond amall t'orces al eo r aided Havre, Oherbour s and Bro et , 

On the nii;ht or the 24th/25th, 101 airoral't raided 
Prankturt and att acka were also ll'lado on ChorbClllrg, &ndon 
and Bres t , Ono airc raft ia mioeing, 

966 obipa were eaeorted in convoy clurina the week 
ending October 22nd; 769 ,286 tone wore i 111Ported in convoye 
du.rins tho w•ok ending OCtober 18th, 

llalta ha& boon roio1'orood with air crett , 

Du.ring the paot week nii)>t bombing oper•tione 
have been hampered by weather , 

again been slight , 

Ill•~ air ac ti v1 t7 haa 

Rusa1a . 

H••'IY f'ishting ccntinuee on the Jloacow front ; 
thoro ia bad 1reoth•r and more evidonco ot' German nuppl y 
diffiolllty, Kharkov appears in i mnediato dJlnger , German 

armoured troopa are within 20 miles or Roatov but ore mee t t ns 

vigoroue resistance. Genaan attack on Crimea ie cont1nuin~. 

German d1tricult1ea in advanc1ne aoroaa the P.1ver Den thence 
i nto tho Caucoauo muet not b• underrated, 

Inf'ol"Ulation reoetTed eo ~ar con.tinna eucceaa of 
Ruaa1an polic1 ot' ovncuat1en of ko1 armament tectorioa frall 
Wentorn areas. There ia coneide?'flble evidence of d eetruc-
tion ot bu1141na• and 1natallat1on1 ot fac t ories by 
rotroatins Ruoaion troopa , 
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lllUTllH IMIAllY, 

WAI HUICTOJll , D.C 

October l?Pth, lv41. 

Dear Ur . President, 

I ancloao h~roin a 

copy of th& la tos t. r tipo rt 

roce1ved fror.i London on thtt 

m111tary utua t1on . 

da ted Oc tob er 28th • 

It WAI 

h Bello-ve .c:e, 
lTJ::C,.., Pear llr . Pr•s1d mt , 

UfVC1_ ,.,, /.' 
0120 

Very uncerel7 7011rs , 

"·~ L / / .. 
->11- '£D "~ 

'li'le Honourable 
PNnklln D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United Sta toe 
of Al"itfl.r1ca , 

',faah1ngton , D. C. 



'l"ELEORAll FllOll LOllllON DA'l'RD OCTOBER 28Tl!, 1941 

A ho~eward bound 01braltar convoy waa 
attacked for the third time aince the nieht ot 23rd , 
by U- Boa ts , l si:iall ship boine torpodoed, making " 
total. ot 4 ehipa lost , 

North-bound Eaat coa•t convoy was twice 
bombed durine daylight 27th by en•y aircraft , l small 
Dutch ahi p and l medium ahed Britieh ahlp were auok , 

5000 to 70CX>tona ot rubber recently arrived 
at Caaablanca trc1:1 Indo China on route for !LarHilloa . 
It thi• a r rives in France 1t will make good 1/3 of the 
present estl.J:>atod Gen:ian deticienc7 for 1942. A 
turthor 6000 ton• i • probabl;y being carried 1n a Prench 
convoy which sail od from ltada&l'•car for France on 
Oc tobor 24th , 

llijlht or 23rd/24th 94 tona of H. E. and 9000 
1r.cend1ar1ea were dropped on Kiel, 31 tona or H.B. on 
Brest , 

Day ot 24th, durlnl! otrenaive operations over 
Northern Prance and Dutch coa1t 7 onem7 fll!Jltora •ore 
deotro;yed for tho lo .. ot l of oura . A 7000 - ton 
aercbant ship was da:r.aged ort the aou th coaa t or llorwa7 . 
Bonghacl and Der nn were bombed. 

During d.&7l1sbt 27th our t1G> tera shot down 
2 De . 17' • • 2 monho1m• m1aa1ng !rem daylight low 
al titudo attack on a hipping ott Dutch coaat . 2 onomy 
t1Gitora <leatro;yod I'> probably and 3 dar.aged . In 
add1 t1on 2 Ho . 59 ' 1 <lea troyed on aea at Oa tend . 11 of 
our tld> tore a1ss1nc; l pilot aavod . 

nurins I 
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Durin.; a tt<iolc on l!a:lburg ni&bt 26th/2?tll large ~1ru 
were started in dock area ot BLOllJl- A!.Il- VOSS Sh1p7ard , 

RUSSIA1 Len1nuad sec tor - Russian coun t er a ttaclc 
and • loe1enin13 or Gorman prosaure are reported . 

llA.Lillnl Sector - 'lhe Germns are still making little 
pl'Ogress . 

KOSCOW Sec tor - Further slight Ger:.ian pl'Ol!l'ess 1s 
reported , 

OREL Soc tor - '!he Genran advance has bee."1 held up 
and Gorman armoured !orma tions are said to be short of 
p otl'Ol . 

ROSTOV Sec tor - Thore 1a no change in the a1tlla tion: 
strong Ruaa1an reaistaneo is continuing. 



-
BRITISH EMBA&8Y, 

WASH I NC TON, 0 . C. 

October JO, 1941 

Dear llr , PresidAlnt , 

I enclose heroin a cow of 

the latest report received from. Lorrlon 

on the m.ilito.ry situation. It wna 

dated October 2 9th. 

Believe me, 

Dear llr. President, 

Very sincerely yours, 

The Honourable 
Fra n kli n D. Roosevelt , 

President of the Unit ed States of America, 
Washitlgton, D.c. 



/ 
/ 

T.::LOOIW! PROM LQNDON D,!,Ti;D OCTOB:!.R 29th , 1!!411 

A mixed cruleer and de1tr~1•r torce boabarded 
the Bardis erea on the nisht ot 26th/26th, 2 P,A, ,!,, 
Albaooree dropped tlare1 illuinlnating tho harbour tor 
tb1a bombarcb:eot and alao bocl>ed the entrance to the 
harbour. 

The M/V Georgie 27 , 769 tone bombed and ollJlk ott 
Suez on the ll l~ Jul) hae been 1&lvaged . 

On the night or 26th/27th and on the t'ollow1 ng 
day, 4 Wellingtone and 9 Ma:r7l8!1de attacked the docka at 
Dunkirk , 

DJ.ring operations over Northern France io daylight 
oo the 28th our tiehtere attaokod bar~ee end tactorios near 
Dunkirk. 2 w. E. l09 ' s woro deotroyed ond 1 was destroyed 
on the ground. 

A Hudson Airoratt hit a medium dzad msr-chnnt ship 
ort Ter1one111na on the 28th. 

On the night or the 28th/99th the Royal Atr Force 
raided Cherbourg snd tho Skoda works . All aircraft retw•ncd . 
35 enOlll.1 aircraft operated a;;ainst the United Kinadom during 
t he niaht of the 28th/29th dropping 90%0 bombs in So:erset, 
Devon und Corn,.all . l!o important damage was done. One enetn¥ 
bomber was deatroyed by night ~1t:)l~ers . 

RUSSIA: Kalin1n Sector l RussiM countel' attacks 
are preventlng Oermano from consolidat ing their po11 tiono. 

~oacow Q~ctor : The Oermaoa haTe modo ali&ht 
progroea North ot Kub1nak on tho Yozhaiok-Woocow Road aod Kaot 
ot llerot'ol:linak. The Ruosiane are counter-attacking in th" 
direction of Moshaialc. 

Doneta Baain : The Russians ara reaieting 
otroa.Jlf and the Germani have made 11 ttle prou•BI· 

Roetov Stte tor: llo chanao la t>Cported . 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Oetobftr 31st, 1941 

Dear I~ . President, 

I enclose herein o copy 
or the lctest report rBceived trom London 
on the '!1111 tar J a1 t-.:.o ti"n . It ,,, as da •<!id 

October 30th , 1941 . 

Bel!<!!ve me, 

Dear • .r , Pre sldent , 

V ry sincerely ycnrs , 

The ::on0'1,.able 

Franklin D. Rooeevelt , 

President ot the United States ot America , 
'"r.shing ton, D.C. 



I 
'l'F.;!ZlRAil FRO. LONDON DAT£D 

OCTOBER 30tb, l 94l 

EMPIRE OU!LL>!l.llT, Brit• sh, 0720 tone , 

e&1l1n,, independently •~lta to Gibraltar ia 

overdue, probably aunk by torpedo .!'ro'" aircra.t't 

o.!'.!' Oal1ta Island. 

Ruaaian Obuka (Deetroyer) torpedoed and 

aunk 4 , 000 ton )'.erohant 8b1p on 17th ao mila. 

South-\loat or llorth Oape . 

At 1900 29th Hudaon &lrora:t oft: AAlloound 

at aokod r,Ierebant Veaaol eati..-.atod 2 , 500 tone 

and another about 1500 tone . Heavy •XJ>loaion 

1n one veuel both let on tiN and believed 

deatroyed . 

Ano t her Hud•on clol.med ono hit on en..,,,.. 

M.1. B. 1n awne a roa at 1920fiat , Hudson a1roraft 

attacked trom l ow l evel t•o ohipo alongoide at 

Aalerund clai.ain,, two h1ta, 

At 2318 29th a Be&IU'ort attacked llorcbant 

Ship est1:::ated 4,000 Lona ller~en . Intense flak 

and atronz searehl1~hta provonted observ•t1on ot 

relJl.llt . 

On 29th 6 \'/ellingtone carried out nuisance 

raid on Tripol i ; raid laated a hours; 74 - 250 pC>>nde 

bo. ba dropped . 

La.at n1;;ht 61 airor&rt deapatched fro ·1n1ted 

lt1n5do .ajoray to attack Sohlpol recainder to 

Breat . 

RUSSIA . 

In reply to an 1nq•1ry concerning tho rate or 

tho Soviet Shipe at Hioolayev l!olotov reoentl:y in-

tor1111d Hia .:aJeaty•e Ambaaaador that all untiniahed 

abipa/ 



ahips which had beon launched "ore removed 

together with all equipment 1n theri and material 

r•quired for completing cons truction; there r.e ­

mained on otooks a nwnber or ships in early stages 

of constructi on b~t material for completing them 

had been remove and thoir bulls destroyed. 



IRITllH l'.MIAtlY. 

WAtHI NCTON, 0 , C 

:!'vo. ber l t 1 19 ... l . 

- -.$!'18 .. #!!J. • 

Oenr &tr . J'l1•eeide nt , 

I enc lose herein a c~~y 

ot t.ho lnt.eet reriort rec~ iv otl fr()f.u 

London on the mil Hu1•J o1tuct1on , 

H i• l~~ed Oc~ober Jl• L 

~~lieve me , 

Very eincere:J ,J 

~:f'I<. 
The ll<lMurcble 

Franklin o. Roosevelt, 
J>reeiiient. o!' the Un1teJ 

States of Amei· ica , 
Vleshjngton , D. r:: . 

l.i.l"a , 



Tolo~r!&IO rrom London ~ated October }lst . 

l . ~· lfnited states L'leet oiler solinos in convoy 

attacked by U-boot a .M. 30th 600 milee oost or H~wt'oundl"1d . 

Rit twice , el\e is proceeding to hlll'b~ur at 7 knots . 

2 . K1l1tary, ~uss1a . Moeccw eootor . Ru sian wlreleee 

admits se~i uo eltu tions in ereee or ~olok-olsn:ak (between 

Rzhev and waooow) and Tula (120 mil6e due eouth or ~oscow ) . 

Oonet• Bnain , Juc1o forces are advsnc1ng toward• 

River Don in llrea !lorthwest of town of 3tslin , 

RoBtov sector , no ohanse , 

Crimea: G-M:l!lll advance into Cr1cea le continuing, 

} , 3oyal Air Force, United Kin.,Som night or 29th/} th 

Brest received 21 tons s .E . , Schipol eorodrome 11 tons , nay 

or }0th durins otrenaive operation& over ·•or~hern ?ronce 

bcmbe dropped on railway enclosure end factory near Hardelot , 

!right of 30th/}lat operatiollll cencolle<.l owing to bad weather . 

4, Libya . 29th/30th five houre eustained attack on 

Tripoli (L), 23 tons H.B. on railway bu1l<.11r.ge, engine ebeda 

and s1d1nge . 
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