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BRITISH EMBASSY UNLL&-&&;FIED
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Decomber lat, 1941

Dear Mr. Fresgident,
I encloss herein coples of

the latest reports received from London

on the military =ituation. They ars

dated Noverber 28th and December lst,
1941,
Beliave ma,
Dear Kr, President,

Yery ainosrely youre,

M Ak X

The Honourabls

Franklin D. Roossvelt,
President of the Unitad States of America,

Woshington, D.C.




BRLTISH.MOBT SECRET
REGRADED é
UNCL/ &£ :F 2D ;
CPEmL 6 28 November, 1941,

(1) MILITARX
LIEZA. The enemy still holds area Northwest of EL DUDA, The

enemy ralding column appears to have ccllected some German gerriscns of
HALFAYA and SIDI CMAR and was recalled by Cerman headquarters on merning
of 27th, It was intercepted by our armoured forces as reported in my

OPTEL Ho, 5.

EIHICPIA. Deserters report that after ocur forces had attacked
mﬂﬂMﬁMnMMhmMnM:mﬁ
attack which his troops refused to carry out, In Mest, patrigte have cut
road CHELGA-AZ(Z0 and S,A,A.F, airoraft yesterday attacked AZ0Z0 serodrome
and bombed forts and trenches in this area,

(1) AIR CPERATIONS _
26/21 87 tons of HE, and 11,000 incendiaries were drepped on

EMDEN, Thick elowds prevented cbsarvaticn, 13 tons of bombs were dropped
on 0STEND where bursts were seen in docks,

27th, Besuforts attacked a 1,500 ton merchant vessel off THE
HAGUE and left it listing heavily, hﬂmwmu;smm
vessal and an anti-airoraft ship off Normandy and set & second anti-aircraft
ship on fire, 2 M,E, 109's were shot down by escorting Spitfires, We
lost 3 Horicans bombers in an attack on shipping in BOULOGRE harbowr,

27th/28th, 98 aireraft were sent cut: 86 of them ineluding
11 heavy to DUSSELDORF, 1 is missing and 2 crashed: 3 members of the orew
killed,

LINgs 26th, A total of 11 squadrons of Blenheims and Mary=
lands resused attacks on enemy tanks, armoured vehicles and M/T, Near
SIDI-CMAR and EL-ADEM many fires were started among transport vehioles,
while at EL DUDA a colupn of armoursd vehicles was partially destroyed
and oompletely dispersed,

27Tth, 4 Malta Elenheims socored hits on barrecks near TRIPOLI
serodrons,

Harrioanes in & fight with 12 I,E, 109% over EL-ADEM destroyed
2 and damaged 2, 4 Horisanes are missing,



OPIEL 6 ~e2w 28 lovember,1941

SENTRAL MEDITERRAIGAN, 26th,. A 7,000 ton liner esoapéed by &

destroyer was attacked by 2 Hlenheims off HOMS (LIBYA), 2 hits were scored
on liner and cne on the destroyer; next day the liner was seen to be low in
the water 300 yards from the shere,

(ITT)  GahaE.
27th/28th, 38 aireraft were cperating sver the THAMES ESTUARY,

(1v)  AKIS AIR FOROES IN LIEGA

Heoavy rain and floods which made serodromes unserviceabls and occm=
munieation diffioult resulted in a slow start by Axis, they are now maintainirg
an intensive affort and thelr casualtdes have not been excesaive,

In generdl jocis Adr Foroes have been mainly employed in protecting
their bases and supporting their ground trecps, Their soticn against our
Floot has been negligible and bembing of our back areas has net been heavy er
partioularly effective,

Both German and Italisn morale seems good, The Italian Fighter
Force hae been mainly smployed in esocrt of German Junker 87)s and on defen=
sive patrol worky The Cerman Me 109%s have made effective intercepticn of
our afroraft and bombing by their Junker 88%s of our aerodromes has scmetimes
been gotd,

The main concentration of Axis sireraft is in the BEMNGHAZI ares
which is prebably cengestad,

ﬂlnﬂutﬂ_MMﬂmhuiﬁﬁmmmm
within the next fow days, in spite of liberal esployment of Junker 52 trans-
part elreraft to improve mmtters,

The following reinforoements have resched LIBYA since our offen=-
aive sterted: :

(a) German: About 25 Junker 24"s, sent to CYRENAICA from GREECE
at beginning of offensive, have since returmed to ATHENS probably owing to
hortage of fuel at BENGHAZI,

Some 25 Me, 110% were brought from CRETE and SICILY to CYRENAICA
but majarity of thess have been lost and not replaced,

15 Jurker 87's came from ORETE, No reinfercements of Me, 109's

hhﬁummﬂmmhlﬁﬂ
and Bastern GERMANT are now bedng ssployed in Liljen sampalgn,
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(b) Italian: Replacements for existing squadrons in CYREMAICA
are not being regularly received, but reinfarcements by new unit ccmprising
T aireraf$ of all types have arrived,

it is believed that 25 Italian Jurker 87's have reached TRIFOLI-
TANIA and that some of them may have moved forward to CYRENATOA,

(V) SUFPLEES T0 LIS
Mmercus reporis indicate a regular flow of supplies mainly food

mmmmmamwmnmmmmnnmhmm_w
Afrdos to Libya. Bnbdnru.ﬂq]tum;thamdornhmmpmlim,
are re=loaded on to metrdoc gauge railway to GAFEZ at rate of one train a
day, From GABEZ goods are sent in to LIBYA by lorry oonvoy.

There 18 no confirmation that a railwsy has beon constructed
Joining GABEZ with ZUARA in LIBYA, It is however reperted that a loop
MhmmmhwmﬂﬁmmIHmumlﬂd
on September 7th and that substantial quantities of lorriss have been de=
livered to LIEYA by this route,

S 29 November, 1941

. The enemy is withdrawing west from frontler aree to assist his
troops in TORRUE area, Our armoured troope are concentrating on preventing
his escape, MNo further reports yot of rrogress of battls,

mmmmhhnfmmmunwm
out in SIDI-0MAR area,

IR, Mght 27/28, Indioations that enemy artillery are
thinning out, On morning 28th efforts were being made to round up small
pockets of enemy on BARDIA road,
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lst December, 1941.

( Information received up to 0700/29 November, 1941).

(1) NAVAL.
On 22nd, a merchant raider, believed to be

German GOLDENFILS (7,800 tons) was sunk by a British
Crulser about BOO miles south west of Freetowm,

It 18 confirmed that a British Cruiser
sank German Ralder KORMDRANT (believed about 10,000
tons) from which some German survivors were rescued.
A British subtmerine attacked an enemy destroyer at
anchor in Nevarine south west Greece probably obtaining

2 hits,
Farly this morning E-boats attacled a

convoy North of Cromers it is belleved OIE and possibly
2 vessels were torpedoed.
(11) MILITARY.

LIBYA. 2%7th. Pockets of enemy remaining in
BIDI OMAR area are making comminications difficult,

The enemy column reported moving south of

GAMBUT has been engaged by our srmoured forces which
destroyed 14 enemy tanks and mich mechanical transport.
Enemy was prevented from moving west and scattered north
west and south west. The occcupants of several wveilcles
surrendered in an exhausted condition. The battle was
still in progress cnthe morning of 28th and some 50 tanis
posslibly including some durmies driven south east were
being chased by our armoured forces,

wle



Part of Italian ARIETE Divislon comprising
45 tanks encountered some of our forces near GABR BALEH
on morning of 28th and was driven north, A forece has
been ordered to prevent junction of these tanks with

those proceeding south east,
At dawn on 28th an enemy force attacked New

Zealand troops near SIDI AZEIZ: some of ocur troocps
were forced to withdraw to area of SIDI OMAR.

TOBRUK, Night of 27th/:8th was quiet, 79 field
and medium guns have been captured, of which 20 are
serviceable, New Zealand Divisions are meeting with
stiff resistanco,

EI4IOFIA. After hard fight from dawn 27th,
General NASI surrendered GONDAR Fortress, Full
details are not yet known,

BUDETA;  In KLIN sector, the Germans have made
gome progrcz: nestwards, The situation in TULA sector
is confused, out it is bellieved Germans have made
considerable progress in area south east of thls town,
Korth west of ROSTOV the Russians are counter
attacking.

(111) ATR OPERATIONS.

27th/28th. 68 tons H.E., including 10
4,000 pouniers, were dropped at DUSSELDORF. Bursts
were seen in towvn and near a rallway centre; large

and medium sized fires were started,
28th, Hudsons sank a 1,000 ton tanker

in a Norweglan Flord and set on fire an auti-aireraft
ship off the Hague., Near misses were claimed on 3
merchant ships off Norweglan Coast, 28th/29th, All
offensive operations cancelled.

LIEXA. 26th, In CAFUZZ0 area, Hurricane boobers
dispersed a stationary mechanical transport believed to
be a Staff conference, damaged several vehicles.

==



27th,. As a preliminary to an attack by our armoured
units, MARYLANDS and Blenheims bombed the column of
enemy tanks and mechanical transport moving westward
south east of GAMBUT: many hits were scored, Another
effective attack was carried out against a mechanised
transport column and a large dump on AKROMA Road near
EL ADE!N,

During 26th and 27th our fighters made
several sweeps over battle area and destroyed 2 enenmy
aircraft in the air and 3 on the ground, plus 9 damaged,
30 lorries some containing troops and an armoured car
were also destroyed.

Central Nediterranean. 27th/28th, 21
Wellingtons dropped 25 tons of bombs ineluding 3
4,000 pounders on Naples, 1 4,000 pound bomb is
reported to have fallen in Royal Arsenal and another
on a rallway junetion, Other hits were claimed on a
torpedo factory and aireraft works 2 factories and an
oil storage depot, 3 oll tanks were ignited and
several other large fires were started, Blenhelms
reported 5 hits on a 5,000 ton tanker in NAVARINO Bay
which set her on fire, Near misses were claimed on a
8,000 ton laden merchant vessel,
(iv) G,A.F. 28/29/ 55 aircraft were (%reported in
operation) several of which were minelaying: 35 flew
across DEVON and BOMERSET and some reached South "ales,
One was shot down by a night fighter,

LIBEXA. 27th/ One Italian Bomber, escorted by
11 Italian fighters, attacked AUGILA, Hurricanes shot
down the bomber: One Hurrdicane was lost but the pilot

saved.

(v) Adreraft casualties in operations over and
from British Isles, German: 1 destroyed.

(vi) Home Security, 28th/29th. Parachute mine

and bomber were dropped in SOMERSET, DEVON and

-3m



MRW: but except at a south coast town where
& parachute mine fell near centre of the town and
another in the docks area causing widespread
damage, casualties were few and damage was

sl1 ght,
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BRITISH WOST SECRET
(U.5. SECHET)

lst December, 1941,

CFIEL N0, 9.

Libya despatched 1840 29th,

Enemy tanks and ![,T, moving west from
Bir E1 Chelta withdrew Zastwards at 1230 28th.

Heavy engagement between our armoured
forces and about 70 enemy tanks was taking place at
1400 29th near 8id1l Rezegh; at 1645 battle was
still contimuing,

Indian treops in possession of all 3
Omars but enemy reported holding strong point just
llorth of Libyian Omar and being supplied from Bardia,
Dispositions taken to cut this supply line.

Our long range desert group still
patrolling in back areas,

Reported 700 prisoners captured at Gialo
our casualties 20,

Zobruk.

Enemy locality southeast side of

perimeter captured with several hundred priscners.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

-_——— December lst, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report recelved from London on
the military situation., It was dated

Hovember 30th, 1941.

Believe me,

Dear Mr. Presldent,

EEGR ADED Very sincerely yours,

il D !
UNCLASSIF LE Alotfrar.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roogevelt,

President of the Unilted States of Amenr ca,

Washington, D.C.
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REGRADED (T
QOPIEL 10 UNCLF-ESIF]ED 30 November, 1941

(I) NAVAL
A British submarine attacked an enemy foree of cruisers and

Mlbﬁﬂiﬂmmmmm#mwuhﬂmmu-

In E=Boat attack reported yesterday a British 3,000 ten mer=
shant vessel and a (7700 ton) tanker were surk, E-boats again attacked a con-
voy off CROMER early on 30th and sank another small Britdah merchant ship,

(1T) MILIZARK
LIEIA. After tank battle near SIDI REZEGH (see OPIEL No, 9)

the enemy withdrew emstwards, There are no repcrte of tank ( Toasualties) in
this engagement on either side but 10 German officers and 800 other ranks were
eaptured, The Commander of 2lst German armoured division, General Ravenstein,
was alsoc taken prisocner by New Zsaland division,

S¢ far 1,250 German priscmers including 51 officers and 1,600
Ttalisns inoluding 51 officers have reached ALEXANDRIA, & further 1,200 pri-
sonars mostly Ttalians mre at MERIA MATRUH,

BSSIA. In TULA area a German thrust is in progress Nerth
sastward towards MOSOOW-RYAZAN railway, Strong Russian resistance is contimuing

in ROSTOV area where ROSTOV itself has been retaken, |

(111) AIR OPERATIONS
29th, Two Hudsons bombed two small merchant vessels off

Dutch ccast; one ship was badly damaged and posaibly destroyed,

29th/30th, A1l offensive cperaticns cancelled,

LIEXA. 27th/28th, 15 Tellingtons bombed DERNA serodrome;
several aireraft on ground were set on fire and others damaged, Fowr other
ﬁauiugtmnuwdﬂummmdmwﬂmumradmmm

28th, Five squadrons of Blenheims and Marylands sttacked
uu;m:.mnmr.mmmmmmmuﬂmm-muﬁ
EL GAZAIA - BARCE roads, At EL GAZALA cne large enemy aircraft on ground was
destroyed and two damaged, .

Fighter squadrons carried out several sweeps over battls
m;ﬂxmwn&m&:ﬂ.ﬂﬂ,mummﬂtﬂum-bﬂdmw
Hurricanes which alsc machine-gunned about 20 motor vehielss, During these
operations we lost four Blenheims and four Hurricanes, Severa enemy anti- .
alreraft fire was met, :
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28th/29th, 34 Tlellingtens bodbed BENHAZI harbours Two aljips
wara hit, 5mummmmnmnmmumu-. One enamy

‘bomber woo destroyed and others mboﬂrﬂm

(TV) Cahals
Nething of importance,
BUIPI. 28th, dusk, Snemy adrraft bombed railhesd at ST

mnmmmu-&w.

(v) HME SECIRIIZ
one bosb was dropped ih daylight in Nerthern IRELAID} no

demage or casualtion,

SEELIL 30 lNovember, 1941.

LIBYA to evening 30th, At 1400/29th German armoured forces
attacksd NEW ZEATAND divisien in SIDI Pmﬁﬂmlfrﬂmtud&mth East with
cbjeot of sutting 1t off and snoireling it, Ome of our ermoured brigedes,
ahmhhnhmt&umh,mvdmthutnUDMﬂmurepwhdnhmtﬁﬂm
Scuth of SIDI REZEGH engaging enemy at 1645, mmwummm«mh
hunuﬂmkadbrlﬁuwtmhnbmﬁmﬂﬂhﬂmwswtm we lost 3 tamks,
awmuﬂtuam

Our suppert group Wes Very sotive and succesaful against rear
of 21st German arpoured division which was attacking NEV ZEATAND division from
Eant,

Wtﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂnpﬂrtﬁdnl&n‘nﬂlmitm intact on
evening 29th,

Enwnhiprapoﬁodmhﬂuludndmppllumumm
betwesn TOERUE and BARDIA,

mmﬂmmmmMﬁhltnmeimamm
axmoured cars are patrolling this ares,

maﬂthplmlaflﬂrwuhmrwmntw“ﬂﬂu
mwmlmmmmmurmm;mmmnmﬁnmw
axes BEIDHAZI, MECHILI and DERMA,



BRITIEH EMBASEY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

Decamber 2, 1941,

Dear Mr, Fresident,
I enclose herein coples
of the latest reports recelved
from London on the military
sltuation, They are dated
Hovember Z0th and December 1lst.
& Eel 1ave mea,
U EOQ‘#GE Dear Mr, President,
ﬂéﬁ‘fp D Very sincerely yours,

‘o 4y
The Honourable /cx

Franklin D, Hoosevelt,
Fresident of the
United States or America,
Washingten, D.C.



(&)

QRTEL Jioa 13 30 November, 1941

LIBYA. 30 Nov, Intense fighting continued on main front
EL DUDA, SIDI REZEGH, BIREL HAMID with enemy endeavouring to sever TOBRIK
Corridor with attacks from North East and Scuth Teat,

During morning our armowed foroes repulsed attack from Test
by 24 tanks and htfr attacked ARIETE Division to East destroying 16 ocut
of 40 Itd ian tanks, ARIETE Divieion withdrew Northward towards CALMBUT

pursused by 2 of ocur eclumna,
Ensmy in frontler area contimue to resist stoutly,



UNCLASSIFIED gy

SETEL No, 12
Infermation received up to 7 a.me lot December, 1941,

(1) JAYAL
On the 29th a 5,000 ton British Merchant Vessel in an outward

hmdmwhluwdhrmtupduﬂh’&hmlﬁunﬂuﬁuﬂhﬂutuf
tha AZMRES, There were no survivers,

(11) MILLTAEX
LIBZL. During the fighting on 29th November the enemy sua-

audnﬂmnmunmwnmﬂmmt.msdﬂmautwlumm
attagk during the night, The Italian Arlete Division is belisved to have
suffered heavy casualties on 29th,
mmhmuumﬂmaimﬂminmuhwﬂw.
RSSI4. Central Seotor: The German thrust from the KLIN
Ares on MCSCOW has gained ground both in Easterly and South-Essterly direse-
tiona, Further German progress has alsoc been made Teat of MOSCOW in the area
NOVO PETROVEECE, A new German attack from the area TUIA = USLOVATA has made
considersble progress North-Bastwards in the direetion of KASCHIRA and RYAZAN,
The thrust Esstwards towsrds RIAZHSE has reached SKOPIN, Southe=East of CREL
another German advance has also been made, General = The battls for NOSCOW
gt111 continues and the Germans appear to be attempting to carry out an sn-
siroling movement in cass their direct attack falls, Their Eastward advance
from the TUIA ares alresdy seriously threatens the MOSCOW - RIAZHSK = VORONZZSH
Rellway, The Russian sucoess at ROSTOV will at least tomporarily delay the
Guﬂpﬂmmt&uﬂmﬂﬂﬁmﬂﬂhﬂmmmmmm.

(111) AJR QEERATIONS
30th/lst, 245 Atroraft, inoluling 26 heavy wers despatched,

Hamburg 180, Enden 50, Ostend 3, Sea-mining 8, Leaflets 4, 19 bombers are
sissing and two others crashed, btut the orews are safe, Coastal command
mﬁwmbﬁdts;mﬂtanmhmtnmlmmm
Islands, which was last seen sinking fast, A 4,000 ton vessel vas attacked
and a large explosion was seen amidwships, another ship of 6,000 tons was

probably hit,
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LIBEA. 29th November, 5 medium bomber squadrons and some
Hurricans bombers attacked concentrations of M,T, and other military objectives
near EL ADEM and SIDI HEZEGH, several fires were started mong the wehioles and
a work-shop was destroyed, Fighters shot down two enemy fighters, probably dese
troyed one and dapegod one, Some large enemy alr formations were reported,

20th/30th Nevember, 35 Tellingtens attacked the harbeuwr and
shipping at BENOHAZI and 5 cthers bembed DERMA landing ground,

30th, A Maryland Squadron bombed M,T, near EL AIEM and started
& large fire amcng dumps, One offensive fighter patrel of twe Temahawk Squadrons
interoepted 30 Ju, B7's with fighter cover, over EL GOBI, they destroyed 9 enemy
alroraft, damaged 1§ othera and forced the dive-bombers to jettison thelr bomba,
4 Tomahawks were lost but the pilote are safe, A reconnaissance Me, 110 was alsa
shot down near BARDIA, x

Central Mediterranean, 30th = Hlenheims attacked a 4,000 ton
Merchant Vessel off NAVARINO, the ship was set on fire and the orew were seen
abandoning bu', another 2;0‘.‘!.'! ton ship was damaged,

(IV)  Gudak.

Nothing of importance to report,

LIBZA, 29th Novesber, Enemy aireraft sgain attacked SIDI BARRAND
railhesd, no detalls available,

(V) AJIRCRAFT CASUALTIES 4n operatichs over and from the British Isles, BEritish,
19 missing,

(VI) LAIE NEE
The Coastal Command operaticns in paragraph 3 were by R.C.AF,

aireraft,



0 BRITIGEH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

FERSONAL 2nd heceuber, 1941.

Dear Wr. President,

You will rewember that some time ago you
asked we whether I could get any information from the
War Office se to the proportion of Army recruits who
were rejected on mental or physlieal grounds for

comparison with your own figures.

I send you a note I have just received from
England which 18, I think, self-explanatory. You will
observe thst they regard the information as very

confidential.

I am,

Wr. Fresident,

Yours very sincerely,

_/9'4(2/4:.

The Honourable Franklin DI. Roogevelt,
President of" the United States.



Medicel exsmination before entry into
the forces is the responsibility of' the Ministry
of Labour,

The Ministry has furnished a statement
of which a copy is enclosed. It is impossible to
give separate figures for the army, which is
presumably what the Fresident wished to have, as the
etatietice record sll men examined before entry into
any of the Services, there being no means of
distinguishing those who subsequently pass into a
particular service.

It is not poseible, either, to indicate
the various disabilities on meccount of which men are
Placed in grades 3 or 4, which under present
practice are not called up for service.

The information contained in the enclosed
statement, with the exception of the definition of
the four grades, is of the most secrst nature ag it
reveels the numbers of men who have besn examined,
Some particulars of the Percentages of men found to
be fit have passed inte the press, but of course no

information as to metusl numbers has been published.
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%a-m nE MEDICAL Gﬁmgﬂ OF RECRUITS UNDER
-} 1 M

Statistics relating to the medical gradings

of men called up under the National Service Acts for
examination by Medical Boards before entry into the
Services (Navy, Army, Air Force or Civil Defence) are
glven below, They include men called up under the
Military Treining Act during the three months befora
the war began, They do not include men entering the
Regular Forces before the war, Reservists or Territorisls
called out on the cutbreak of war, nor mem Joining any of
the Services veluntarily during the war.. :
Medical Boards classify men in four
Grades defined as follows:-
Grade I - men who, subject only to such miner
disabllities as can be remedied or
REGR ADE:JED adequately compensated by artificial means,
UNCLAB! attain the full normal standard of health
and strength and are capable of enduring
physical exertion suitable to their ags.
Grade II - Those who, while suffering from
disabllitles disqualifying them for
Grade I, do not suffer from progressive
organic diseese, have falr hearing and
vislon, are of moderate muscular develop-
ment, end are able to undergo a
considerable amount of physical exertion
not involving severe strain.
Where & man has been placed in this
Grade solely on account of elther defects
of visusl acuity or deformities of the
power extremities, or both, the letter
'(a}! followed by the words "vision" or
"feet" in brackets, will be insepted after
the grade, 1.,e. "Grade II (a) (vialon)" or
"Orade II (a) (fest)",
Grade III/
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Grade III - Those who present such marked physical
dieabilities or evidence of past disease
that they are not fit for the amount of
exertion required for grade II.

Grade IV - Those who suffer from progressive organic
digease or are for other reasons
permanently incapable of the kind or
degree of exertion required for Grade III.
These men are unfit for any form of
service,

After examination men are posted to the
Services as required. The figures given btelow do not
therefore relate to a particular Service; but to the

Servicese as a whole,

Rumber of men examined

Grade during the period Fercentage of
E.E.;& to E;.g.HI. TatnI_gxamInad

1 1,876,905 65.8
II a; Ev:aiun] 117,126 L
II(a) (Feet) 85,276 3,0
1I 225,488 7.9
Total of II{a)

& I1 L27,890 15.0
Total of I & II 2,304,795 0.8
I1II 271,417 9.5
v 276,960 9.7
GRAND TOTAL 2,853,180
Notes

(1) Apart from men who have been medically examined,
25,039 men liable for Service who are obviously
erippled or have loet limbe have not been
medically examined or called up.

(2) No figures are available to show the particular
disabilities on account of which men have been
placed in Qradees III and IV.

{(3) Men placed in Grade III, although liable for
Service, have not in general yet been called up.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

pegeumber L4th, 1941
SeRET

pear Wr. Fresident,

1 enclose herein a copy of
the latest report recelved from London
on the military situstion. It waa
dated December 2nd, 13Ll.

Balieve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely youra,
xﬁqtlLfﬁix,

ED
UNCLJ-&::“FJED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States
of America,

Washington, D. C.



Copy No. 27

UNCL _RADED e
“SlFIgy  ——

OFTEL Ne, 16

LIBXA+ To AM, 2nd December, Throughout lst December very heavy
fighting contimusd in area BIR EL HAMID - EAASRAM (three miles further east) =
5IDI REZEGH, in which enemy succeeded in eplitting jumction of New Zealand
Divisien with TOBRUK garrisen, and forced us to withdraw to South, TOBRUK
garriscn still hald EL DDA, By night 1/2 December our main comcentratien in-
cluding our armoured forces was en line of track TIGH EI ABED (SHEFFERIZEN to
EL GOBI) from whence enemy moving south of escarpments were being harassed,.
Partien of New Zealand Division were patrelling Vest frem MENASTIR (fourteen
miles NN, of BARDIA), Indian troops were olearing up frontier ares where
enszy 5tlll hold BARDIA, srea SCLLUM = HALFAYA, and a polnt six miles N, of
SIDI MAR, By merning seoond December cur patrols were forward on line of es=
carpment from a pednt twenty miles west of BARDIA through a point aix miles
.50, of 3IDI REZECH, thenoe to EL OOBI, Armoured cer patrols operating on
snety L, of C, West of ACROMA were succesaful, and destroyed enemy M,T,

(1m) Am
During firat December, four Blenheds squadroms with fighter escort

bembed enemy M,T, and tanks scuth of SIDI HEZEGH at noon, Detxzls sbscured by
cloud but large fire started among wehiclea, In afterncon one Maryland squa=
dron with fighter sscort attacked about three hundred M.T, north of SIDI
HREZEGH, Bombing wes very effective, many vehicles dest:ioyed, Dump inside
BARDIA perimeter alsc bombed causing a wery viclent explooleon and large fires,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

— Decermber 5th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein two coplea
of the latest reports received from London

on the millitary situation,

Believe me,
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Dear lr, Preaident,

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roozevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information recedved up to 7 a,m,, 4th December, 1941,

(1) HAvAL

Attacks on Shipping = 2nd, Nerweglan ship of medium tonnage
torpedoed and sunk East of GIBRALTAR, Third Pele British ship of small tonnage
mined and sunk in BRISTOL CHANMEL,

(IT) MILITARX
LETA. 2nd, (Additional to OPTEL No, 18), Our patrols reported

eres from BARDIA to twenty-five miles to West clear of ememy, Germsn armoured
cars were encountered in GAMBUT area, Night 2nd/3rd, Italian troops, probably
iriete Division reported ares BIR COLETA (six miles South of GAMBUT) morning 3rd,
Enemy motar transport reperted moving East along TRIGH CAPUZZO (EL ADEM-SOLLIM
road), About fifty motor transport had reached SISI AZETZ and shout ene theousend
motor transpert were following a few miles behind, being harassed by cur =cbile
columma, A detachment of the enamy was also reparted digging in at EL GOBI,

BUSSI4. MOSCOW Secter, In their North East and Eastward advance
ﬁmthn&nhrimdhhly&mrbhufm. the Germana have forced a salisnt
reaching the railway rugining Scuth East from XASCHIRA at a point some elghty
miles East Scuth East of TULA,

ROSTOV Sector, There are indications that the German forces have
moved back to the TAGANROG area,

(III) AJR CPERATIONS

A Beaufort attacked a three thousand tom merchant vessel off
STAVANGER ard set it on fire, 3rd/ith, No offensive operations owing to wide=
spread fog,

LIBYA. Night lst/2nd, Wellingtons dropped seventeen tens of
bombs on cbjectives at BENGHAZI and IERNA and on motor transpart on the DERNA =
CIFENE Foad. Rl.tamﬂrtunpdmhﬁmhgsntmﬂndmth-nututrwm,
but at BENGHAZI results could not be observed owing to baed weather, 2nd, Opara=
tions were severely restricted by rain and low eloud, but South African Marylands
lnmdﬂhmbdlﬂnpltmn,mmmhwﬂmmﬂnnﬁ
and damaged fourteen on the ground at JEDABAYA and MERSA BREGA (forth three miles
South West of JEDABAYA)., During these cperations we lost five fighters,

(V) Gabafle
3rd and 3rd/ith, Aotivity against United Kingdom negligible,
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LIEXA. TR reported all quiet night 2nd/ird
Daoember ,

3rd December, Oround end air reconnaissance in-
dicate enemy in some strength in area triangle SIDI REZEGH = BIR
CHLETA (20 miles further East) EL GBI, Ow patrols destroyed 3
Ttalian tanks, 10 mdles North of EL G0BI, 57 enemy tanks seen B
miles South East of SIDI REZECH and enemy concentrated about BIR
CHIETA were engaged, but no detalils reported,

Reyal Englnesrs destroyed 65 disabled enemy tenlks,
ard eotimated a further 25 seen 8o badly damaged as not to require
further demolition,

Cloud restricted air operations but fresh digging
seen in area South of SISI to EL ADEM, alsc large concentratiom
of motor transports 5 miles South Nest of EL ADEM, and a great
nusber of moter transports (Twidely) dispersed to South East of
SIDI, 3 Blenheims squadrons effectively bosbed enemy moter trans-
ports concentrated on TRIGH CAFUZZO cbtaining many hits on motor

transports and AJF .V,
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Tear v, Frasident,
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Dear ji-, President,

Very sincerely youre,

REGHADED 5 -
NCL; € 5.F\ED Helfn

The Fomoupable
Pranklin D. Roceevel §,
Presaident of the United States of America,

Washington, n, n,




OPTEL Yoo 21 &y :
Infermation recelved up to 7 a.m,, 5th December, 1941,

(I) NAVAL
Ird/ith, Motor torpedo boats and moter gun boata seversly

damaged a trawler in an attack on ssveral enemy vessels off CAP GRIS NEZ; our
light oraft sustained some damege and a few casualties,

A Polish submarine attacked an ssccrted convey of three shipa
on Zst Nevember off NAVARINO and considers 1 sunk.

(I1) MILIZARX
LIEXA. On morning of 3vd, enemy cclumn of tanks and mechanical

tranaport advanced East from GAMEUT towards MENASTIR and SIDI AZEIZ ard were suo=
easafully engaged by cne moblle column,

Morning 4th, West of MENASTIR 40 Cermans wers killed, 4 guns
captured and a large mmber of mechanical transport vehicles destroyed,

Pressure on snemy centres of resistance in frontier area cone=
times,

(I11) AIR OFERATIONS
Ath, A 2500 ton merchant vessel was attacked by a Hudsen off

Sgutharn NOHWAY and left on fire and sinking,

4th/5th, A1l operations pancelled,

LIEGA. 20d, Our fighters destroyed 1 enemy aireraft on ground
at BARCE, probably destroyed 20 and damaged a furthar 6,

4rd, Though operations were restricted h:rbadmﬂnr; our
bombers suscesafully sttacked mechanieal transpert N,E, of SIDI REZEGH scaring
many hits,

4th, Petrol and oil lerriss were (7set) on fire in SIRTE area
ard 3 enemy aireraft were damaged on TAMET serodrome, FReport from military sourse
gtates during fighter sweep in EL ADEM = SIDI REZEGH area we destroyed 13 enamy
aireraft, probably destroyed 7 and damaged 11, 3 of our fighters are missing,

GEMIRAL MEDITEROAIEAN. 4th, Hlenheims from MALTA attacked
rallvay sidings at 5T, GIOVANNI near REOGIO, 4 train of 24 petrol wagons was
cempletely burnt ot and 2 other fires wers started in railway centre, 1 Hlenhela

ir misoing,
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(1V) Gahads
Nothing to repert.

v The Ttaliana appear to be disputing with Gormans over ITALY'as
share in Roumanian oil, The Italians complain that thedr recent agreed quota
eannct be delivered (7as) Gormans are refusing tank car facilities, Ueanmhile
the sea route via DARDANELLES has proved too costly to be werkable,

ITALY's oil stocks are belleved tc be virtually exhausted
mﬂﬂﬂlimtmquhmmhnhhmm“lﬂmtmum:hdnt
100,000 tors a month, Deliveries from ROUMANIA have dropped from 110,000 tons
in September to below 80,000 tons in Ootober and indiocaticns are that they will
fall sven lower,

(vI) The Germans are making more and mare use of producer gas,
mmmm“nnm-ommw;mmm lorrdies have
already boen fitted with generatcrs and that plans are in hand for comverting
further considerable mmbers, Mere.sgrioultural tractors and even caral barges
are also being fitted with gemerators, In ROUMANIA, Methane gas is being de-
veloped as a substitute for oil,

(vir) RUSSIA
There is reascn to believe heavy Russian attacks have been

made in DONETZ Basin, In ROSTOV area the Russians have passed retreating Ger=
man foroe to River MITS Nerth of TAGAIROG,
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CPIEL MO, 22,
Boginsi- (Information received up to 0700 éth Decesber) ,
(1) MAVAL.

1 of H,M, Armed Boarding Vessels has been damaged or sunk
between Alexandris and Tobruk. Several survivors have besn rescued .

33 gurvivers from a medium sized British Merchant Vessel were landed at
Madeira on 4th. The ship was in a Bouthbeund Atlantic convoy and was
torpedoed on 30th November South South East of Azores. 17 of crev are
missing.

(11) JLILITARY

Libva.

Lth., On merning of 4th ememy attacked El [uda from Vest
and Scuth East and from area of Bir El Hamed and were repulsed with heavy
casuslties. This atteck was renewed in the afterncon by enemy infantry
supperted by a heavy bomberdment and enemy succeeded in gaining a footing.
Counter attack, supported by "I" tanks, retock scme of the ground and a night
operaticn, staged to recover 15 of cur (7 disabled) tanks, restered the whole
position.

Same afterncon cne of our armoured brigades and an Indian
brigede in en attack on El Gobl destroyed 15 tanks of iriete Divialen and
150 M.T.: 400 Italisn priscners, 2 medium batterles and 5 anti tank: guns
were captured. 55000 gallens of enemy fuel was deatroyed and 55 supply lorries
and mich smmunition taken.

An enemy column of 30 tanks and 300 . .T. probably of 15th
Gorman Armoured Division. , moving Eastwards along Trigh-Capuzzo was engaged by
1 of our mobile columma.

Further report of New Zealand action 'est of lenastir glves
100 Germans killed, 100 prisoners, mostly Itallan, teken and 2 tanks knocked
out, Our casuslties were 9 wounded.

Teotal prisoners in Tobruk are now 53 offlcers ard about 2,500
other ranks, approximately AOD percent Cermans.

Indian troops in their recent operstions im S1di Cmar area
eaptured 59 guns of all types.

Hussig. !

lioscow Sector. German forees have made a slicht local
advance near Klin.

Central Soctor, DBetween Tula and Nursk the Garmans have
sade some progress towards Yeoleta.
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(144) AIR_CPERATIONS .

At dusk on 4th Fudsons hit and probably destroyed a 2,500
ton M off Norway.

§th. Hurricans Bombers and Fighters dameged several coastal
vessels off Northwest France, Ome II,E, 109 was destroyed. 4 Hurricanes
and 2 Spitfires were lost during day. Off Dutch Coast Beaufighters damaged
a szall ship and a Hudson probably sank a travler.

5th/6th. No bombing cperaticns.

Libya.

Ird/ith and 4th/5th, Tellingtens dropped a total of 75 tons
of bombe on enemy ccncentrations E1 Adem ares and started large fires.

4th. 11 Blenheims and 2 squadrons of Larylands attacked
transports East of Sidi Rezegh. lLarge fires were gtarted and explosion caused
among about 700 M.T. on Trigh-Capuszo South of Gambut,

Aoting on information from ground sources, 2 S.4.A4.F.

Tomahawk squadrens surprised, over E1 Adem, a formation of dive bosbera
sscorted by Italian Fighters. In ensulng fight, & Junker E87's were deatroyed,
1 and 1Fighter probably destroyed and 5 Junker 87's damagod. Ho casualties
to Tomshawks but 2 collided when returning, beth pilots saved.

4 Temahawk and Hurricane Squadrons intercepted o formation of
Junker 87's escorted by German and Italisn Fighters, gbout 70 all told, which
wera attacking our ground forces in Sidi Fezegh area, The dive besbars were
foreed to jettison their bomba; one Junker 87 and 8 Fighters were destroyed,
onie Jurker 87 and 5 Fighters probably destroyed ond 6 Fighters damaged. Our
casualties one Hurricane and two Temahavks, twe pllots safe,

(iv) Gb.F,

(v)

German = one, British - six.

{vi) Since Surian campalgn the Germans have permitted an
expansion of Fremch Air Force, the first line stremgth of which has increasec
from ebout 850 sireraft on lst October to nearly 1,000 on lst Decesber.
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LIBIA.
Sth. Our mobile columns cperated throughout the day harassing

the enemy with great success especially on Trigh Capuszo and in area 5idi
Regegh E1 Adem where he is concentrated. (One of then returned with

100 priscners having destroyed 60 enemy !1.T, and a forward supply depot.
In the evening, an enemy counter attack North of El Gobl was repulsed.
ICHRUK,

400 Infantry end 150 M.T. were engaged South of E1 Duda by our
artillery, machine guns and aircraft. Heavy casusltiea were inflicted and
columns scattered in confusicn.

5 Dive bombers were ghot domm by our ground troops.

6th Battle reported in progress at 1100 between cur armoured
foree and 15th German Armoured Division 12 miles North of E1 Oobd.

ALR

§th. Reconnaissance reported 55 enemy aireraft at Gazala asrodrome,
50, mostly fighters, at Martuba, and 70 at Derna, 1000 dispersed I[,T.

20 miles Meat of E1 Adem and over 1000 Li.T. Socuth of E1 Adem.

Hurricane Hombers made two effectivo attacks on I.T. and troops
on Trigh Capusso. Severe dust storm prevented medium bomber cperations.

19 Tomahawks intercepted 35 dive bombers escorted by 30
mixed fighters about to attack our troops near L1 Adem, Ilajority jettisoned
their bombs. Tomahawks destroyed 17 dive bombers and 3 fighters; probably
destroyed 3 dive bombera and 3 fightors and damagoed 1 dive bomber and 4
fighters. 4 Tomahawks missing. In further air fight, cne German
fighter was destroyed and ome Italian and 3 German fighters damaged. Twe
Burricanes misaing.
sth/fEth, Teather prevented heavy bosber cperationa.

({
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Decemper 8th, 1941,
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Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein copies of

the latest report received from London
on the military situation.
Aelieve me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,
The Honcurable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information received up o 7 a,my 7th December; 1941, [; %
¢ >
) ML U o
Alr reconnalssance reported at 3,15 a,m, 6th two Japancse T %
™

oonveys of 25 and 10 ships respectively, escorted by Cruisers u.nibutrw,L
off POINT CAMBO (COCHIN CHIMA) sourse 270 degs, West, Oontact has since been
lost and no further news is yot available, The armed boarding vessel mentioned
in yesterday's summary was sunk by torpedo airoraft, She had on board 300
British wounded and 100 prisoners of war, 201 perscns were rescusd, / small
British merchant vessel was sunk off CROMER last night, probably by mins,

(11) MILIEX
LI, 6th, Pressure by our mobils columns was maintained on

the whole frent BARDIA = EL ADEM and alsc on the enemy lines of commmieation
in rear, Apprecisbls lcsses were inflioted, Latest revorts indioate that the
ensmy has conocentrated his foroes South of EL ADEM and is moving South East to-
wards EL GCOBI which iz held by cur troopa,

GESSIA. German pressurs on MOSCOW is contimuing,

(111) AR QEERATIONS
6th, Spitfires serioualy damaged storage cisterns and build-

ings at twe Alochol Distilleries in the CHERBOURG Peninsuls, Similar targets
in the DUMKIRK erea were also attacked, In operations off the Nerweglan Coast,
6 Hudson olaimed hits on a 7,500 ton merchant vessel and Besuferts probabls
hitlunnﬁ,umtonmhmtwmlmﬂni;mu-mmm.

LIEfA. Mothing further to my OPTEL Mo, 23,

. CENMAL MEDITERRAIEAN. 5th/6th, 20 Tellingtons attacked
NAFLES for five hours, Over 25-1/2 tons of bombs were dropped, m;.;um
pounders starting a large fire in the torpede factery and other bombe falling
on the arsenal, alr frame works and the railway centra, One of our alroraft
is missing,

(IV) Qadas
6th, A German bomber was destroyed by our fighters South

of PLYMOUTH,
MALZA. 5th/6th, About 20 bombers approached the Island
m:mdﬂu@. Only & orossed the coast sausing scme damage,
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(V) AIRCRAFT CASUALTIES 4n cperationn over and from the British Isles =

Garman 1,

{(v1) The transfer from the Baltic States to FINLAND of troad gauge
loccmotives and rolling stock, ineluding tank wagons, will help to relleve the
tranoport situation and mselst German econcmie exploitation, It confirms pre=
wious reports that the whole railwny system in the Baltie States has been or
will shertly be somverted to standard geuge and also the opinion that GERMANY
intends to convert the gauge of all railways in ooccupded RUSSIA,

(vIx) Both empty and full cil trains to and from TTALY have regular
military essorts cn the Roumanian - Hungarian section of the route which indlo-
ates the dogree of unrest in HUIGARY and ROUMANIA,

CEIEL Nod 22 7 December, 1941

Repart time 1740 G.M.T. today from C, in C, CHINA that
Japanese were sttempting to land from 5 shipe at KOTA BHIRU (on East Coast of
MALAYA izmediately scuth of SIAN MALAYA frentder,)



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 9th, 1941,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
—

the latest report recelved from London

on the military sltuation.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sinecerely Yours,
//‘Zz-éﬁé.ﬂ.
REq
UM(_‘;__ R&AiEgD

The Honourable

Frenklin D. Roosevelt ¥

Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D.g.
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Informatdon recelved up to 7 a,m, 8 December, 1941,
(1) JMAVAL

EACIFIC. At 2030 GM,T, Tth 18 alreraft sttacked SINGAPCHE
Mmrupiﬂﬂmmhld—ﬂmdm. Iu-tuukunmm.mmu.s.
Eltﬂuhipﬂmw,ummhﬂmdmmhlmupudu.m
mmmm,-humwnummutmm. 4 msrodromes
m.tmmmm-mﬂwmmpmmammm. Tha
mmuwmmmmmmumnmtmmuum Beavy
casualties to perscnnel are reparted, 1 sutmarine and at least 2 enemy A/C
were destroyed,

MEDITERANEAL. On afterncon 7th a naval sloop was sericusly
dmwmm“mwmmmmmmmumm.

mut:mmmmm:z;&mmxmmm
northbound about 65 miles North of PANTELLARTA,

lﬂluﬂhnumthhubmnmhmmimlﬁﬂiﬂuﬁut
of CAFE RACE,

1muummmmtnmmwﬁmmm
comvey was mined off East Coast on afterncon 7th,

(1) MILIZARX
LB 6th, The 15th German armoured Division escaped by ine

rmmwuummmwmt. 2ot German srmowred Division
ﬂﬁmntimmm&mlmrm“mmtutﬂmrﬂh
.mmmmm.mmmﬁmnmumz
armoured divisions, hmhw{wmﬂh&mumurmpr—
tions west of EL GOEI but 4t 444 not develop, 7th in the marning enemy tanks,
pmwmuwmmtmuﬂum,mmunw
mtarnnm.muyhmmwwummwmm
mlnmrlpp-u-ﬂhhmthatmm. In the fromtier area the enemy waa
xtﬂlmxn;.d-mdﬂmummn;.mmhmsmm
SIDI AR and HALPATA position, Patrols from TOBRUK joined up at SIDT REZEGH
uthmﬂonplbohlhhhumhﬂwﬁ. 18 aburdoned German
mmmmmm-wmwmmm



In addition a mmber of wounded New Zealand troops were found in an mbandoned
enemy dreseing station and are being evacuated, During 6th cur meshanised
mobile columns destroyed 23 Itsldian tanks, over 100 mechmical transports and
a complete Cerman artdllery battery, 200 priscners were taken and 90 Germans
killad,

BALAZA. It appears that lst Japanese attack on KOTA BHARD
was repulsed but subsequently the enemy troope suoceedsd in landing and ere
roparted infilirating towards sercdromes, They mre being engaged by owr land
and Air Feroes,

: BIESll. FINLAND and IENTHORAD Seetor, lio change, Cemtral
Seoter, Such slight progress as the Germans have made in thedr attack eon
MOSCOW has been in DMITROV area due North of the capital, West of MOSCOW,
the position remains unchanged, Hwﬂ_shungmﬂminmmthm
Russians are offering stubborn resistance, The German thrust towards [OSCOW
tmmnmm-mmnrdwomum;m.-mtmmm
mads south west of REAZRSK,

East South East of (7) the Germans have gained ground in the
direotion of YELETS, UKRAINE, Mo change except in extrems south, where fus-
slans have suceesded in pushing back the Germans from ROSTOV to a line running
north and scuth just East of TA(T)AMROG, Thers 1s no information that Cermans
have yot abandoned line of River MIUS, ORIMEA, No change, Pressure on
SEVASTOPUL has probably eased ms result of operations in ROSTOV secter, General,
The Germans attempt to enoirole NOSCON has made 1ittle pregress, Owing to
Ruselans having been ablle to exploit thelr success at ROSTOV the Germen menasce
to CAUCASIA has been further pestponed,

(111)  AIR QRERALIONS.
Tthe An 800 ten merchant vessel off Dutoh coast was attacked

by Budsons and left sinkdng, During offensive operations over Northern France,
in which 1 R.C.A.F, and 1 R.N.Z.A.F, Squadron tock part, cur fighters attacked
the DIEFFE power etation, 1 Spitfire is missing,

Tth/Bth, mlﬁmnntm-mmm;muz;muxs
24, 0STEND 23, DUMEIRK 22, BOULCGNE 19, and leaflets (HOLLAND and FARIS area) 3.

LIEGQ. 6th, 2 Squadrons of MARTLETS and 4 of Hlenheims ate
MMWHEMM Bomba fell among e group of tank .
tark oarriers and /T, One Elahhein is missing, HEAU fighters attacked M/T -
DERM-TOSRIK road and alircraft on the ground at EL TMIMT, 5 of which were
damaged, Two EEAU fighters were loet tut orew of ons believed safe, Hmricass.



-] -

machine gunned JIDA BAYA landing grourd, destroying 4 enemy airoraft and
damaging 7, 3 Hurrioanes are missing, Blenheims scored probables cn barracks
at HUS (Tgroup), 1 Beau fighter is also reported lost, 6&th/7th, Welling-
tons made 2 heavy attacks on stationary mochaniesl transperts on EL ADEN =
m-nmm:amwm.

Vellingtons attacked ROYAL arsenal at NAPLES dropping 13 tons
of bombe in & raid which lasted 5 1/2 hours, Fires vere started in target
ares, in docks and in rollway centres,

(TV) QuAuEs
Tth/Bth, 41 enemy A/0 operated,

(v) A/ casualties in cperaticns over and from Britdsh Isles,
British = 1 tdosing,

(v1) The total mmber of Jepansso 4/0 in Frensh TIDO=CHIN 18 now
about 350, Approcmately 100 are in Nerth and 250 in South, Fighters probably
do not exosed 100,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Descarber 1llth, 1941

Dear Mr. Presldent,
I snclose harsin coples of
the latest reportas received from London on

the military situaticn.

Balisve ma,
HP-DE‘D Deer Mr. Prasident,
FEG IFLED Very sincerely yours,

UN{}L—Hﬁﬁ :
)%/@l«_m_z

Tha Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevalt,
President of the United States of Amorica,

Washington, D.C.
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SEIEL Bo, 28
munmmmnmdwmmwm
poried Movember 27th = 4th December,

(I) MAVAL
E=beats were notive off Bast Coast and our !,T,B's and Motor

thmBu-umxmu-mmmmtummsumﬂrmmmum
Streite of Dover with inconolusive results,

Extensive sea and alr searches have failsd to locate any sure
vivers of H,M,A.S, SYDNETY,

There was no submardne astivity en Nerth Atlantie ecnvey routes
and U-Boats are now concentrated in an area East and Tiest of Gibraltar, At lsast
four are cperating in South Atlantie,

Our shipping losses though scmewhat heavier than of late were
moderate, A report has recently been received that two medium mized Pritish mer=
ohant vessels cn passage on Government service from MALTA to OIERALTAR were sunk
by sireraft off TUNISIA en Mevember 1ith and 15th and that French naval units
ploked up survivera,

JBADE. During the wesk ending December 3rd 972 ships were cone
voyed, Imports into U.E, during week ending November 20th wers cne million twe
thousand tens which inoludes 358,79 tankers importa,

(II) MILIDARX

LIEEA. The enemy was evidently surprised by our preliminary
mmmmmwfnmmrmnmhwghthhtmmdnwtmt
of them destroyed, nnathu-hmmmhtmmutmmnnmm.mw
and enemy was able to cut TOBRUK corrider and reconcentrate these parts of twe
ﬂmmﬁﬂmmmmmimm:tudmdm The opposing
faroos have now fallen apart rithout a declsien being reached both forces having
fought themselves temporarily to a standstill, Meanwhile our patrel and mcbilas
sclumns are constantly harassing and inflioting losses upen ememy pricr to next
phase of cperations,

BISSIA+ The situstion in HNOSOOW secter still gives cause for
amcioty, The Germans have gained ground at three points (a) at KLIN, (b) frem
West of oity, (o) East of TULA, The last named of these gains is the moet sericus
for not only has it out KASHIAA railway (though not the mere impertant XOLOWA-
mmmmht}mmutmummm

e —
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sncirelement of MOBCON itself, No thaw has come to check ndvance though heavy snow
may form into deep drifte which would hamper tank movemonts, Mussian resistance
contimues stubbornly and German progress conssquently slow, In ROSTOV seotor the

Busaian oounter atteck towards TAGANACG is of great importance in as much as 1t

retards by at least three weeks and possibly much longer the German time table
for s subsequent move into CAUDASTA,

100 SIAVIA. The revolt is contiming,

DOUMANIA. The rise in level of tho lewer DANUEE owing to heavy
rainfall indisates that river is unlikely to freocse sarly this winter,

BALEAN STATES., It is estimated that total mmber of German
divisions in BALKANS is st1l 14 although » certain smount of reshuffling of units
hae been and still is taking place,

SLALN. Battle casunlties and sickness have reduced Spanish
division in RISSIA from about 20,000 to less than 14,000, The division is belisved
to be now employed on line of commumnieation duty in Scuthern seotor,

BAIAXA. 2 Field Regiments armed with 25 pounders have arrived,
Volunteer Ferce were mobilized on lst Decembar,

(11T) AIR OFERATIONS

IHITED EINGDCY. Bad weather prevailed thronghout most of wealky
night bombing cperations were only possible on two occcasions, Attacks were made

upon HAMBURG, EMDEN and DUSSELDORF, a total of 396 tons of H,E, and nearly 25,000
incendiardes being dropped,

In spite of unfavourable weathsr alreraft of Comstal and Fighter
Commands contimued to harass enemy shipping both in daylight and by nightp it ia
satimated that 8,500 tons were sunk and zs;cm tons damaged,

German Alr Foroe activity was almost entirely directed againat
our shipping with 1ittle success, From charagter of German AMr Force operations
during past few weeks 1t sppears that poliey of saving thelr long range bombing
foree on Western Front is still being vigerously mureusd,

CEMIRAL MDITERRANEAN, A 10,000 ton laden tasker vas seriously
damaged by bombe and subsequently sunk by ocur Maval forees; in additdecn it 15 eo=
timated that 11,000 tons of enemy shipping was sunk or demaged by our alroraft,

LIEfA+ Our airoraft dominates the battle area and provides close
support for our ground foroee in spite of rain and low cloud conditions, Opera-

tions were mainly direoted against enemy's supply system over a wide area,

The German Alr Foree failed to maintain a high level of sotivity
prob ably due to supply difficultles, our successful attack an thelr sercdromes,

e T
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and their lack of fighters, A few large enomy formations were met but our con-
tmmwmmmm.tmmummuwlnm
eppoaition, Dpu;ﬂmwm:qumﬂmwmmwmlmhnm
againet our railway commnications, This weak effort mppears to indioate a dif-
nmwmmmmmmmmmwnrmmmwu-mtmmmm.

BESIL. Oerman Air Force, The contimued low seals of German
alr operaticns on all seoters of Russian fronts ia Frobably due to prolanged
bad weather and withdrawal of all types of units to Germany for refitting, Thia
dmmhmm-nwmmammmnmmrm-urmmm
mmﬂmmtmlthmhmwﬂwhﬂduﬁhmw
be employed with inoreasing effeot, The German Air Force no longer retains air
superdority in certain secters,

The Russian success at ROSTOV ia likely to affeot considerably
the air situstion in this area, An important advanced air base has been sstabe
um-tmmmudm@dmm,th-GamauMumum
lmbulbhtaopu-lbeuommt{ulr against RIETOV area and military objeo-
ﬂ'ultuthhutnnd&wthmptrithhng—mbmhn:mmthalmur
mpuuﬂmmntufmﬂm-lmmmﬁhfmmﬂmmtimﬁ-
lhlxhlnndulmatmtmf‘wthnrlirumﬂnm directed towards CAUCASIA,

(1v) Extraots from photographic and Intelligence reporta on result
of H.A.F, alr attacks on onemy territery in EUROFE,

SERLL. November 7th/S8th, The SPANDAU Power Station was hit,

LCCUPIED FRANCE. Over 1,900 tons of aleghel weres destroyed in
one of our daylight fighter-bomber attacks,

HAPIES. A large ecanning factory has been destroyed,

METROPOLITAN Areg. Sritish in the air: Besmbers, 18, Fighters,

3 ﬂmuhlﬁ,hwﬂo-opuuﬂml, total 28,

{ermay Destroyed Damaged
Bombera 5 4
Fightara i -
Totals 7 ah

lumumthtlhnurl.tmnduh-wadmm
MIEDTE BAST. Britdsh #n the adr: Bombers, 5, Fighters, 19,

total 24,



"-

Serman and Itallan
. Destroyed Probably Destroyed  Damaged
Eosbera 8 - 10
Fighters 21 5 n
Wieosllemeos - .5 = 5
Total 2 5 22

Inlddiﬂ.mstlnutﬂawnhntrwﬂordwdanthnpnwﬂ.

(VI) HOME SEOURITX
Estimated oivilian casualties for the wesk ending 6 a,m, 3rd

Deoember were two killed, 11 sericusly weunded,

T c—
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MBALAXA. TUp to 4 e,my 10th December, 9th, Alr reccnnalssance
reperted 1 battleship, 2 cruisers, 7 destroyers and a mumber of transports off
KOTA BHARU, 1 transpert off KUANTAN and 15 transporte and 1 aireraft carrier
off STNGCRA,

11 Elenheims bombed SINGORA asrodrome whers 40 boembers were seen
on the ground and about 40 fighters in alr (7), Result uncheerved, Heavy air
attacks on our sercdremes in Northern MALAYA, At SUNGEI PATANT 5 enemy air-
eraft brought down by our anti-aireraft fire, KUANTAN serodrome was evacuated
by our alraraft,

Reinforcements have reached KELANTAN sscter, In centre our
troops were just acress THAILAND Frontler on evening of the 9th, On left at
EEDAH no change: 7 enemy light tanks destroyed,

A emall ensmy foroe which landed near KUANTAN at 10 p.m, on 9th
was driven off and all was quiet on morning of the 10th,

HONG KQMG. Situatien satdsfactory, Our line intact except for
1 Redoubt captured by enemy during the night of the 9th/10th,
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Infermation received up to 0700 9th December, 1941,
() JAVAL

On evening of 8th enemy alreraft attacked minesweeping trawlers
off East Coast Scotland, 1 was sunk and ancther badly damaged,

A British submarine attacked an unidentified destroyer off West
Ceast of GREECE cbtaining 4 hits by gunfire,

EBNENG, On 8th in a raild on KOWLOON by Japaness alreraft 29
perscns were killsd, OShore bapteriss and navel units were also attacksd but no
damage or casualties are reported,

Same day a flylng beat dropped bembs cn OCEAN ISLAND Scuthern
Paoifio, No detalls are kmown,

A small British merchant ship was sunk by mines yesterday off
CROMER,,

(11)  KEITARY
LIBYA. 6th, Owr forces established contact with TOBRUE garri-

son on BARDIA = TORRIK rosd and in SIDI REZEGH a{raa; where 700 New Zealand casual=
ties were reccvered,

Tth, West of EL GOBI 5 enemy tanks and much M, T, were destroyed
and B tanks probably destroyed, 3 of ocurs were slightly damaged,

8th, Our troops from TOBRAUK ongaged, 2 miles Nerth of EL ADEN
an emesy foros of approcimately 2000 infantry and scme tanks which wers advanoing
from South, The results of this engagement are not yet known,

MAIAYA. There is no further () information sbout cperations in
addition to that which was reported in yesterday's summary,

BESSIA. There are indigations that in KLIN and KURSK areas the
Germans are moeting determined Russdian resistance and that the state of roads in
former erea is very bad,

(111) AIR OPERATIONS.
Tth/8th, Adreraft from 2 R,0,4,F, and 2 R.A,4F, squadrons tock

part in night's operations, 46 aireraft dropped 50 tons high explosive on AACHEH,
Vieibility was bad tut burets and a blasing factory were seen in town, 43 tons
were dropped at BAEST and some bombs fell on or near battls cruisers, 23 alre
graft attaoked CALAIS dooks under good conditions and smaller mmber bombed docks



at OSTENEL, DUNEIRE and BOULOGNE, A total of &2 alreraft bombed other various tare
geta, 5 bombers are missing and 1 erashed,

9th, 8 Hurricane bombers, sent to attack an aloholie Aistillery
vombed & saw mill in Nerthern France and Spltfires destroyed 2 Me, 10978 on ground,
In air fight 5 enemy fighters were destroyed, 1 by & H.C.A.F, Squadron and 4

damaged, 10 SpStfires are missing,
LIELQ. Tth, 2 Maryland squadrons attacked ACROMA and M,T, south

of towny 1 tank lerry ahd many vehiclos were destreysd, Our fighters shot dewn
2 dive bombers and & fighters, probably destroyed 1 dive bomber and 1 fighter and
demaged 2 fighters, 5 Hurricanes are missing and also 2 Bostons from reccnnais-
Bance,

7th/8th, & strong foroe of Tellingtons attacked enemy transports
on ACROMA - GAZALA road starting large fires where M,T, werse blocked, South of
GAZALA Inlet, Other M,T, 15 miles East of CAZALAL was also attacked, BENGHAZI
and CASTEL EH#INMMEWuﬂmtiﬂlﬁ.

BALAXA. T7th/Bth, Our aircraft attacked Japanese ships engaged
in landing operaticns, 2 of which were set on fire,

8th, An airoraft reccnnoitring SINGARA was attacked by & enemy
fighters but returned safely; 2 Hadsons and one Catalina are misaing,

(IV) ENEMY ACTIVITX UK.
Bth/fth, 50 enemy aiveraft of which about 12 ceme inland wers

cperating,

BALETA., Eth, Enemy alroraft attacked owr asrodromes in Northern
Malsyn and at SINDAPCRE; Ml;)]n‘lﬂil.bln damege 1s reported,

HOICHONG. On same day enemy A4/0 attacked sercdremes; 3 of our
aireraft were put out of action,

ARAIL. 7th, U,S, losses were 63 fighters, 4 light bombers,
28 heavy bogbers and 5 fortress aireraft,

8th, 10 fighters, total 15,

(vI) JOE SECIRITX
Bth/9th, Some bombs were dropped in Nerthumberland and Durham:

inaignificant industry damege, 5 fatal service and & eivilian casualtdes,



(VII) SISILX
30 JU 88's recently withdramn from HOLLAMD have arrived, It is

J-ru-mmmmmmnrwwmusmunmmxmmm
bozbers and about 40 long range night fighters,

(VIIT) EIMAD
The fats retion has recently been out from 600 to 150 grammes a

month redusing Finnish rations to only about 12 per cent of British or Cerman

rations,
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MALAYA: Situation 9 a.m. Local Time 9th December.

Now 3 reinforced land operations: Right KOTA BHARU, Centre Northeast
of KRACH 50 miles northeast of PENANG, Left South SIAM immediately north
of Kedah Fronmtier. Right as enemy land forces threatened KOTA BHARU
Aerodrome all our A/C left (7 there) 8th December and Aercdrome was
demolished at 3 a.m. 9th December. Indian Troops holding a line just
north of KOTA BHARU but position confused with considerable enemy

(7 infiltration), Centre of our troops crossed frontier p.m. Bth
December advance being opposed initially by Siamese Police.

Left our recomnaissance unit crossed frontier making contact
with enemy at BAN SADAC 40 miles North of ALORSTAR, After inflicting
cagualties on the enemy who had 10 armoured fighting vehicles, our
forces withdrew destroying 2 major road bridges between BAN SADAC and
frontier. Hailway bridge also destroyed,

AIR: Enemy has concentrated on our aerodromes in Northern
Malaya. Heaviest attack at SUNGEI PATANI to Northeast of Penang, and
at ALORSTAR. At former several of our fighters were destroyed cn the
ground.

HONG KONG: 3 p.m. 8th December enemy crossed frontisr on
broad front during morning our troops withdrew according to plan - all
demolitions sucecessful.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 1l2th, 1941
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Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was
dated December 10th, 1941,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

& }P&‘O W

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, 10th December, 1941,

(1) MAVAL

A Russian submarine operating off Northern Nerway torpedoed con
the 3rd a Testbound merchant ship of 5,000 tons and sank a trawler and a motor
boat escorting the ship, Another Russian submarine torpedoed a Testbound tanker
north of VARANGER Fjord, H.M, armed boarding vessel ALOUETTE intercepted a small
French merchant vessel off LISBON and is sending her into GIERALTAR,

(11) MILITARY

LIEEl. On Bth December we made good progress, The enemy con=
timed to fight a stubborn delaying sotion Test of EL ADEM and North Test of EL
GOBI but the remains of his armoured divislons are being driven back and he
appears to be retiring Vestwarde, EL ADEM is now in our hands and the slege of
TOBRUE appears to have been finally raised, 9th = From the EL GOBI area our
armoured formations were in progress of out=flanking the enemy and mixed mobile
columne were working wide Westwards and Northwards in the direction of ACHOMA,
Th the East of TOBRUK and in the freontier area vigorous mopping up operaticns
were in progress but BARDIA, HALFAYA and a strong point between SOLLIM and SIDI
CMAR were etill in enemy handas,

MALAYA, Nothing further to my OPTEL Mo, 29,

SIAM. There have been further enemy landings at PRACHUARKIRIK-
HAN, 150 miles South West of BAMKCE, but reports of fighting in this distriet
with British foroes from BURMA are not confirmed, Japanese forces antered
BANECE a,m, Fth,

NG KOG, Our troope are now established in their main poai-
tions which are being successfully maintained in the face of an enemy attack by
a force estimated at about two divisions, Ouwr patrols ere asctive and one of them
ambushed and practioslly annihilated a Japanese Flatoen, 8th/Oth, Twe air raid
alerts but no enemy aireraft located, Adr attacks on the 9th were countered by
AL fire, Civilian air reid casualtles now reported as 70 killed and over 100
injured,

BIESIA. There are indioaticns that the Cermans are now trying
to stabilise the MOSCOW Front, The Russians are continuing their heavy pressmure
on the Germans in the ROSTOV Sector,
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(111) AR OPERATIONS

9th, Coastal aireraft bombed and probably sunk s 67,000 ten
mhuhw‘lulnﬂﬂﬂl!ﬂlﬁ“ﬁhﬁlmnﬂhﬂuﬁuhumﬁﬂ%!
hits on & 7,000 ton ship which was still burning 6 hours later, Ancther ship of
3=i,000 tons was alse hit, Our fighters attacked an Alcohol Distillery in
Horthern Frence and consider they destroyed it, OFf DURHAM & JU 88 was shot down
by fighters,

LIEZA. 7th/8th, Hurricanes damaged 6 aircraft on JEDABYA merc-
drome and a mumber vehicles on the EL AGHEILA road, 8th, Squadrons of light
bembers successfully attasked transport near ACROMA and EL ADEM, stores dumps at
BARDIA ard DERMA landing ground where # airoraft, including 5 JU 52's were des=
troyed, Hlenhelsm fighter dameged M,T; North East of IARAWA, 12 enemy fighters
attacked 3 of cur landing grounds near VADDALENA, cansing a few oasualties,

(1v) MR ACTIVITY

IDUTED STAIES. 8th, EHILIFEIES. There was further Japanese
alr activity over Southern and Central LIFZON, WAKE ISLAND was bombed, 9th,
BAFAIL, Mo renewsl of Japanese attacks, Scme U,5, bombers which arrived frem
CALIFORNIA mede an unmuceossful search for the attacking Japanese airoraft
onrrier, OOAM, An air attack on AGAMA caused heavy casuslties, A large ship,
possibly a transport, and tmwo destroyurs were sighted off the Island at 6,00 pym,
A Japanese airoraft carrier is believed to be operating 750 miles Nerth East of
PEARL HARBOTR, Reports of attack on NAURU, also of the bombing of TOKYO, KOHE
and FORMOSA are ell unconfirmed,

(V) A&IRCRAFT CASUALTIES in Operations over and from the British Isles, GCerman,
1 degtroyed,

(v1) During the past week the Russian Ar Foroe has been very active
on all sectore of the Frent, They have carried out both bombing and machine gun
attacks on German ground troops with good results, They are reported to be main-
muwumﬂmmmmwmdhhm”hwmm
port to their cwn trecpa, The muccess of these operations is of particular im=
m.&;ﬂﬂﬁnﬁlﬂmmlﬁqﬁmhmmmm. It
hh}immt&wimﬂunltrnmmnmummumdnﬂ
sperational air superiority on the whols sector of the fromt Scuth of KURSK and
have maintained at the mame time looal alr supericrity st a mmber of polnts
betmeen TULA and ALININ,



==

(viI) It is believed, tut not confirmed that the two aircraft carriers
from which the attack against HATAIT was launched were the SCRYU and ZIURAKU,
They normally carry: SCRYU, 12 fighters, 12 torpede bombers and 18 dive bombers,
ZIUKAKU, 12 fighters and 36 terpedo bombers and/or dive Bombers, The attack
therefore probably did not exceed this soale, The torpede bombers can carry tor-
pedoas or bombe, Adr attacks on MANIIA could have besn mads alther frem FORMOBA
or CANTCN, more probably the former, Alr attacks on SINGAPCRE will most probably
have been delivered by aireraft based on SCOTRAND,

(vIII) The Japansse ccoupation of THAILAND will, subject to their belng
l.hhtqnhiptbuanmd..‘lﬂnhM,Mmthamlyoruﬂﬂ;mmnr
rubber per annum and valuable supplies of tin from the provinces South of the
KRA Isthmus, This rubber from THAILAND will, together with that frem INDO-OHINA,
provide JAPAN with all the supplise she needs and allow for some export te FRANGE
or GERMANY, The quantity of tin availahle may be limited by immobilisation of
mining machinery, Small but useful quantitiss of wolfram and zine ars also availl-
able, From the Northern provinoes, JAPAN will have access to substantial supplies
of rice which will provide her with a margin of safety, and also useful supplies
of hides, Prior to cofupation JAPAN cbtained from THAILAND all the rise and
hides she neked for, most of the rubber but less than 1/3 of the tin,

(mx) CCEAN ISLAMND was attacked frem the air on Bth and 9th, Serious

damage to residenoy, No other damage repartad,
last parsgraph received indecypherable, Check requested,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

13th December, 1541,

SL—

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report recelved from London on the
military situation, It was dated December
1lth, 19041,

Bellieve me,
Dear Mr, Fresldent,

}? Very sincerely yours,
é?(} (For the Ambassador)
i s

D,
S pfgo /? . / C:*m-_ /-’Ld«(_

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C,
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Information received up to 7 a,m, 11th December, 1941,

(1) NAVAL
H.M,S, PRINCE OF VALES and H,l,S, REPULSE were sunk by air

-tmkutmn&mmm,wummmmmnrsxm Ona high
lmlMBtwpdamemnchm-mmﬂ.u.s.mmurmwuu
uwﬂﬂﬁmbﬂmﬁ%nmwmmawﬁmm. One
high level attack and one terpedo bembdng attack were made on H,M,5, REFULSE and
Mﬂuuﬁﬂﬁmmuubﬂunﬁ!wﬂwmh Each torpedc bombing
|tm&mnmmmw$nimmmmnttmhmp&uhdnuhmm
skdllfully carried out, About 7 aireraft were shot down,

On 5thy cne of HM, submarines in Seuthern approaches to
amuurmsmmmﬂemtmnammmahmmmmm
vesasl in comvoy escerted by terpeds boats, Owing to counter attack, the result

oould not be observed,
lhmbamﬂeawmﬂum“atthakwmm

about 300 milea West of IRELAID, 2 unknewn shipa were torpedoed but are still
afloat,

(11) MILITARX
LIEZA. 9th, Our mobils forces had a successful day and

mﬂmﬂhmmmhnﬁnhﬂydﬁmumﬁ-ﬂnm Junotion

m:hnutm“whﬂ:mwwwmmtm-. In coastal area
mumlmclmiuwmun-rmdmmmmﬂcmm
located and destroyed 38 enemy tanks in work shops, MERSA LOUCA was cccupted
by our troops in evening,

1oth, Mopping up in EL ADEM area continues, Small pocketa
Mmlﬂmﬁmmm;pulﬂhdhhhmﬂﬂmmhumu
area North of ~ EIRHAKETM,

MALAZL. At KELANTAN patrol troops have been recrganised
and are reported nearly intant, It iz estinated that (Tabout) one enemy divisisn
has landed in this ares,

i
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Our central columns on KROH road has met alight enemy cppo=
sitlon, ]

EEDAH Areg. Contact with enemy was established in early
howrs just Nerth of CHAMGLUN,

EUANTAN. No further enemy attacks reported, Heavy scale of
alr attack has made majority of Northern sercdromes unserviceablej demclitions
have been carried cut at ALORSTAR asrodrome,

LUSSJA. The Russian olaim to have retaken TEHVIN 1s be=
lioved to be correct,

GILEERT ISLANDS. Japeness have apparently landed at TARITART
and TARAMA,

UsSs It is believed Japaness trocps have occupled GUAM and
TAKE ISLANDS and have landed on North and Weet coast of LUZON, PHILIFPIIE Islanda,

SIAY. A Jopaness Force of about 2 divielcns is contimuing
to move into SIAM from Bouthern INDO=CHINA, 2 to 3 Japanese Divisicms have been

landed on East coast of KRA Isthmuas,

(111)  ATR ORERATIONG
10th, 8 Hompdens laid mines off Dutch coast and 8 other

attacked military objectives near mouth of M5, A Hudsen probably hit e 2500
ton merchant vessel off NURWAY,

LIE. 8th/th and 9th, Dispersed aireraft at IERNA and
EL TMINT merodrome and M,T, in the vieinity were bombed,

9th, Fighter sweaps were carried ocut throughout the day
over EL GOBT-EL ADEM-TOBRIE area during which saveral formaticna of German
Highteras wore met, 7 enemy elreraft were destroyed, one probahly destroyed, and
f damged, 9 of our airoraft are missing and certain mere have not returned but
may have landed at TOBRUE,

9th/10th, Wellingtons in a & hour attack dropped over 36
tons of bembe on store depots West of TRIFOLI, At least & large bulldings were
dllﬁafdlﬂﬂ.fﬂ!fhﬁlﬂtlﬂhdlhiﬂhﬂdiﬂhmwavm
ticn, M,T, vehicles wers alse machine gunned,

(TV)  EMEMX ACTIVITX
. ABAN. It 1is estimated that there are now about 400 air-

oraft in Frenoh INMDO-CHIMA ard SIAM, A general alr movement Southwards contimue:.
About 80 long range fighters have moved to FATANI serodrome neer Northern
Malayan Frontler,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
16th December, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of the

latest report received from London on the

Military situation.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

/%.-d.ék
Rp 7
Up, SCp

N -{. ‘5‘?13!3£)
EJF‘J’&"D

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 12 December, 1941,
(1) NAVAL

EDITERRANEAN, A British submarine sank an escorted 15;!)0'.1 ton
morchant ship 60 miles South West of NAVARIND yesterday afterncon, On the Tth
HM, submarine torpedoed a merchant ship of the FAMB class 3;mm
which was entering SUDA BAY, On the 10th a British cruiser bombarded DERMA
and shipping in the harbour at close range, 4 British mmbeat suscessfully
bombarded the roed 13 miles Teet of TOBRUK on the nights of 6th/Tth and Tth/8th,
A British trawler disappeared without trace and is presumed to have besn sunk
by submarine whilst on patrol off GIBRALTAR yesterday,

AR BiST. Ilinety officers and 1,195 ratings have been saved
from PRIMBE OF WALES and forty-thres officers and 853 ratings from REPULSE,

The Bavy Department TASHINGTON announce that one Jupanese 1ight cruiser, ons
destroyer and ten aireraft were destroyed during the attack on TAKE ISLAMD on

the 9th, It is reported that the Japaness battlsahip HARUNA about 29,300 tons was
hit by bomba off JZON on the 10th, Enemy sircraft attacked, MATRD Island yea-
terday afterncon and seversly demaged the Wirelesa Staticn, In the attack on
homewerd convoy reported yesterday, two medivm sized merchant vessels were surk
(ene British, the other Egyptian), It is feared that a third ship of smaller
tonnage has also been sunk,

(I1) MILIBARX
LIETA. On the morning of the 10th ACROMA was reported olsar

of the enemy and owr troops advanoing northwards had reached the TOBRUE - DERMA
road, About noon enemy M,T, totalling about 1,000 wehicles and dispersed over
unulll.rtr agiere milss, ware reported TUest of ACROMA moving West and North
West, Our forces took over 300 prisoners, some guns and much M,T, mostly from
the Italian Trieste Division, By the evening, although operations were hindered
by a wide spread sandstorm, we were olose to GAZALA where there were indications
that the Eastern defences were cooupled by the enemy,

EAL EAST
LALAXE. In the liorth Enst our forces have withdramn to a posi=

tion covering MACHANG merodrome about thirty miles South of KOTA BHARU, Enemy
sobivity confined to patrols, On the KEDAH frontier, North Test MALAYA, enemy
infiltration has been going on and our troops have withdram to pre-arrangsd
positions,



OGENEUL. The general direction of Japanese troop movements con=
tinues to be towards the MALAY Peninmila, The main features of enemy tactios
mimnfwmrlﬂdhﬂlhummx-dhhmtﬂmurwdh
fences, Attacka are supported by oowoperating aireraft giving soourats direction
to quick firdng artillery lighter than our 3,7'! How, Jhdim-uhimmmﬂ
morter fire deseribed as very scourats, Marked abllity to push on oven eover
moat difffoult country, Enemy well supplied with tomsy guns,

ELRlE. Japanese attack against VICTORIA POINT reported imperding,

SABATME. Demolition of MIRI sercdrome and oilfield installations
comploted,

L TEEEITORIES. Fighting contimes at GUAM and on TAKE ISLAND,
MquumumwﬁmmrapﬂmtammnWmmmt
Coast tut to hawe sucoceeded on the Nerth Coast,

LIESTA. The Russians are believed to have retaken YELETS,

(I17)  AZR CPERATIONS
1ith, Six Hampdens dropped bombe at BMIEN, on a Dutch aerodrome

where hangars were hit and on a tomn in the FRISIAN ISLANDS, 11th/12th, 124
aireraft operated as follows = COLOGME, sixty, BREST, twentywsix, LE HAVRE, thirty-
three, Sea -!.n.i.ug, five, Three are missing,

LIEGA. 9th, Eight Hurricenes destroyed cight moter vehicles ine
cluding three petrol lorrdes and damsged s further twentyetwo on the JEDABTA =
EL AGHEIIA roed, 9th/10th, Wellingtons bombed DERMA causing fire and large mx=
plosion, M,T, near BOMBA and the serodrome at GAZAIA, 10th, Bad weather pre=
vented bembing operations, 10th/11th, Eight Wellingtons dropped fourtoen tens of
bombs on EENDHIZI harbour,

SICILX. 1ith, mmumms;ommmmtmp-m
CATANTA Harbour and set ane of them on fire,

(Tv}  EMEMX ACTIVITX
BALZA. 10th/11th, Sixteen alreraft operated against the Island

but caused no damage,

HOMG KOS, 11th, Frequent atiscks were made on owr pétrcl vessels
by enemy dive=bombers one of whisch alighted 11 the sea,

MALAZA. 11th, FEMAND was bombed feirly heavily, Civilian casual-
tles about 100 killed, no military damsge or cammlties, A.R.P, reported good,




(V) JARAY

Mr reconnalssance on the th reparted 40 Japaness bombers at
SDOORA, probably from SOUTH CHINA, this would reduce the total bomber foroe in
SOUTH CHINA to about 150 airoraft, There are probably between 80 and 90 fighters,
type T '107! stationed in the KRA Isthmus, 40 at SINOGRA and the remainder at
PATANT,

(vix) There are 36 German and Italian merchant ships in Japanese oone
trolled ports, Of these, abeut 13 ocould, without conversion, Teach EURCFE with-
out refuelling, although Japanese would have to supply the oll, There are sub=
stantial stecks of German owned rubber at pressnt in Japanese controlled terri-
tary in the FAR EAST,

(VIID) LIEG.
ﬂ:wutnlﬂ«nﬁhhlnuﬂimnmihthsuﬂnnrni;m

cperationa by German long-range bombers operating from Gresl and Lityan bases,
The average during the past week was about 10 to 12 sertdes por night,

(x) The Russians now claim to have air superierity over the Germans
on thelr entire front and especially in the MOSCOW ares, Our Mlitary Missicn
confirma thde,

(x) Report received from EONG KOMG received this morning states that
enemy made progross yesterday and thet cur foroes have now withdramn to the oute
skirts of KOWLOON,
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BRITISH EMBASSY UNLLAD2!
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 15th, 1941

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein copy of
the latest report recelved from London
on the military situation, It was
dated December 13th, 1941,

Belleve me,
Dear lr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

%.:’? /f/é K.

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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(1) MAVAL
Early this morning a British destroyer reported that, in com-

pany with other British destroyers, she torpedced two Italian eruisers off GAFE
BOH, TUNISIA, One blew up, the other was left on fire from stem to stern, They
also demaged a destroyer by gunfire and sank an D=boat, Mo damage or casualtioes
to our ships, On 24th November a British submerine torpedoed s merchant ship

ard salvage ship in CANDIA Marbour, Americen Naval aireraft elaim to have damaged
a Japaness battleship of the Kengo Class off the coast of LUZON in addition to
the HARUMA, A 5,000 ton British merchant vessel in lNarthbound coastal convoy was
surk by mine off the HNMMEER on the morning of the 12th,

(IT) MILITARX
LIgh. 1lth, Ouwr advance westward contimued, In the coastal

area, GAZATA is held by the enemy in some strength, although eir recommaissance in-
dipates considerable movement of mechanical tranaport west and northevest frem
this area, It is being marked by our troops who have advanced parallel to the
coast and were repcrted within five miles of the towm, They have captured about
500 German and Italian prisoners. About ten miles south of GAZATA, the enemy
launched an attack with 35 tanks during the day shd infantry also were opposing
our treops, The results of these engagements are not yet known, Further south
our armoured forees are carrying out o wide encireling movement directsd cn DERNA ,
EL GUBBA and MEKILI, Other armoured columns were directed on enemy troope in the
ares south of GAZALA on the EL ADEM-IEXILI Road, where our infantry are alss in
contact with the enemy, In the area Northe'lost of GAZALA, cur suppert group
seattered a column of German mechanical transpart and is reperted to have caused
sreat destruction and confusicn amongst enemy columns, Operations throughout
were hampered by sandstorms,

EAf EET

HALAZA. KELANTAN Aroa, lothing to report, KEDAH Area, Some withe
MﬂhrmrmmmnpmmthumhlIMJmtmﬂhnrm
5TAR, Our troops cperating north of KROH were foreed back towards the frontier
by unexpectedly strong forces, including tanks and 1ight artillery, dn anamy
prisoner stated that many men had inflatable rubber belts emabling them to cross
rivers, Non landed without raticns and were helped by fifth columnists, The

enemy are using infantry and tanks in oclose cewoperation,
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DG KOG Yo detalls of fighting have boen recelved, There are
slight indications that an enemy foroo is being prepared at STATON to co=operate
in an attack on the Island of HONG KONG,

PHILIFFLES. Jepenese landings, covered by strong suppert, continue
at APARRI in NORTH LUZON, ]

RUSSIA. Tho Gormans ere now on the defensive on practically whols of
tha 1OSCOW Front from JALININ to South of YELETS, which the Fussians Mave rocap-
tured, alsc in the TAGANROG Secter,

(111) AJR OPERATIONS
11th/12th, 23 R.C.AFay 4 Rodyd F, and 4 ROLE.AF, Adreraft tock

part 4in the night's operatichs, The results of the aitacks on COLOGNE, BREST
and LE HAVRE were generally unobserved owing to clowd, 12th, Six Hampdens LE
patehed on individual teske, destroyed scme airoraft on the ground, bombod a fan-
tery nesr BREMEN, and attacked EIJERICH 041 Refinery from 300 feet, Hudacna
operating off the Dutch Coast mede lowelsvel attacks on a destroyer, & .!..,500 ton
aerchant vessel, a smaller vessel and a trawler, but oving to the necessary evasire
aotion results were unobserved, One Hampden, cne Spitfire and one Hudson are
mieaing,

12th/13th, 39 Aireraft were sent cut: BREST 24, DUIKIRK 9; DONIES OIL
OEPOT, ST, NAZAIRE 6, At 5T, NAZAIRE bembe fell on the target ceusing fires among
the 011 oisterns, OCne alreraft is missing, A Canadian Coastal Hudsen cbtained a
direct kit from (847) feot on a merchant veasel of £,000 tons of THXEL, and another
of the same squadron hit a .ﬂ.,mﬂ ton ship off the FRISIAN ISLANDS,

LIBYA. 10th, Six Boston Light Bombers attacked an enemy column near
MEKTLI five of them are missing, 11th, Our Fighters ghot dowm five Hesserschmidta
109 and two Junkers B‘-E; while Marylands -hot dowm three Junkers 52, another was
destroyed by ahti-givoraft fire, ond six other enemy aireraft were damaged, Ona
Elenheim and six Fighters are missing, Horicanss attacked mechanical transpert
south of EENGHAZI and destroyed a steff oar, a petrol lorry, ancther ]:,urgn vahicle
and damaged 32 other vehicles,

GENTRAL MIDITERRAIEAN. 11 Hlenhelims scored twb near misses and a
rossible hit on & 5,000 ton merchant vessel in ARGOSTOLION HARBOUR, CEPHALONTA,

11th/12th, Wellingtons dropped 17 1/2 tons of bombes on PATRAS, where quayside
Mummﬂﬂd:ﬂ:lﬂ;ﬁmmuwmwahwuh Haval Adreraft
destrayed three airoraft on the ground at CASTEL BEUITO, 12th, Bldnheims sccred
hits on & munition factory at COTRONE, and nine Hurrlcansa suncensfully bombed

COMTS0 merodrome,
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SIAN. 12th, Our airoraft carried out mumercus recormaissances, ard
8ix Hlonhidms bembed SINGORA,

(1v) EEMCACTIVITY
LALAYA. 11th, Butterworth Aerodrome ims attacked, and one aireraft

ghot dovm by antieairoraft fire, The attask on FEMANG on the 11th vas made by e
total of (7157) sireraft in three waves, On the 12th a further heavy attack
wns made which discrganized essentisl services.

BEML. 11th, A heavy air attack was made on TAVOY,

(v) Adraraft casualties in operations over and from the British Isles,

British = 4 misslng,

{VI) LATE NENS,

HOMG [ONG. A report has been recelved from the Geverner, Stralts
Setvlaments, that the Japenese Commander-ineChief has asked us to enter into
qegntiaticns for the swrremler of HONG KONG, This request has been refussd,
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr, Frosident,

I encloma herein copias of

H

the two latest rejorts received from
London on the military altuation,
Belisve me,
Dear Mr. Preaident,
UfféGRADED Very sincerely :rnulrn,
f"ble;E-D St pin

The Honourable
Franklin p, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States o America,

Washington, 1. o.
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Information received up to 7 &.2., 1, December, 1941,

(1) HANAL
A British destroyer was disabled by bopbs weat of MILFORD HAVEN and

has besn towed to port, 18 fatal casualties, A British subsarine has sunk an
enemy merchant vessel east of NORTIH CAFE, Further informaticn regarding the actlcn
off CAPE BON shows that two crulsers and one torpedo boat wore sunk and torpedo
teat badly demaged by 3 British destroyers ard o Dutch destroyer, A British sub-
merdine reparts having attacked two large unidentified ships ond o destroyer South
of TARANTO, Four hits were obtained,

MALAZA. 12th, A Dutch submarine gark four laden Japanese troop
ships off PATANI, 4 navel mwciliary minesweepar has failed to return from the East
coast of MALAYA and is considered lost, 4 gmall British tanker wos torpedoed yos-
m“:tﬂmnmhnhﬂm to port under her own power,

(11) MILITARX
LIEYA. 11th, The enemy strong-polint betmeen SOLLUM and SIDI CIUAR

was oocoupled without resistance end much equipment captured,

12th, The enemy endeavouring te cover his withdrawal mas still
holding GAZALA, Ba was belng eontained by our troops who engaged his tanks, ape
parently with geed results, South-flest and South of GAZALA, capturing prisoners and
guns, The remains of the Ttalian Ariete Division are some thirty miles Scuth of
EL TMIMT and are being engaged by our trocps. During the 11th and 12th four enemy
airoraft were shot dowm bty our ground defences.

MALAYA. No further report recaived, A Japanesa convoy large ancugh
oo be carrying two to tlres Divisicns was reportad on 12th December steaming Souii-
Seath-Rest of f CAMBODIA POINT,

HOIG KQIG. 12th, Tithdraval from KOWLOON garefully prepared acd
sooun at dusk 11th, has been carried cut with some difficulty owing to conatoiat
rysssure by supericr numbers, Fleld and Medium Howltzers evacuated without lots.
twoh M,T,, all Carrlers and all armoured cars evacuated, Sonle of enemy al: relidu
srs inoreased during last 24 hours, Contimuous shelling of Island representa o
M!ﬂﬂmhbﬂﬂhﬂhttﬂlﬂhmnin;finlﬂmdmﬁﬂmm
Landwards reported effective.
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FHILIFPINES. Activity continues with further landings in the Horth
of LUZON,

HUSSIA. The Fussian counter offensive is continuing cn the whele
HOSCON front and is partioulsrly effective in the KLIN and TULA Sectors, The
Fussian claims to have encircled KLIN and to have recaptured YAKHROMA, VENEV,
HIXLATLOV and STALINGORSK are likely to be substantislly correct,

(ITT) AR OFERATIOG
12th/13th, 15 R,N,2,A,F, Adreraft took part without casualties,

BEREST, 22 tons of bombs were almed at the German ships but owing to cloud and
ground defencea bursts could not be accurately located, 23 tons were dropped on
searchlights and anti=airoraft positions, some heavy guns being ailenced,

DUMEIRE, Vieibility was good and 16 tons of bombe were dropped in
the docks area starting fires, 13th, 16 Hampdens were sent to the BREST area,
Four of them laid mines, ton abandoned task and two are missing, Spitfires
damaged & Distillery in Northern FRANCE, 13th/lith, Operaticns cancelled,

LIEXA. 12th, 1 larylands and six Desufighters patrolled lorth of
DERNA on the supply route from CRETE and destroyed four transport airoraft and
demaged twelve, Five Marylands are misaing, Of five Blenheims which unsuccess-
fully searched for shipping North-Eest of BEMGHAZI two were shot dovn by Messer=
schmidts 110, Two squadrens of Hlenhelms with fighter escart attacked vohicles
in the TMIMI area,

MEDITERRANEAN. 13th, 11 Blenheims attacked a tanker and two des=
troyers in ARGOSTOLION HARBOUR with unobserved resulta, Three Hlenheime are
missing and one Messerachmidt 109 was shot dowm,

CHETE. 11th/12th, 20 Thellingtons bombed PALEME acrodrome causing

large fires and igniting a petrol dump,

(Iv)  EMNEMX ACTIVIIX
13th/14th, About 25 aireraft cperated off the East Coast,

EURMA. 11th, 23 Japanese aircraft renewed the attack on TAVOY
sarodrome, The asrodrome at VICTORIA POINT is prepared for demolition,

(v) AIRCRAFT CASUALTIES in Operations Over and from the British Isles: British =
two bombers missing,

(vI) BUSSIA. Our Mssion reports 8/12 our Valentine tanka have done
wall 4in the MOSCOW pector, It is reported that 90 had been in action and only
throe knooked cut to date, The Germans on the NOSCOH Front appear to have no lack
of ammunition, More and more evidence is acoumilating of the great difficultles
exporisnoed bty the Germans in mechanical transpert maintenance,
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(VII) QERMANLAZE FORCE
The German Messerschmidte 110 bave suffaered such severe locsses

both in BUSSIA and LIBYA that tmo Cruppen (about 60 aireraft) of these twine
enginad fighters are believed to have been disbanded in order to keep other

units up to strength,
(VIII) QERMAN NOOL SHORTAGE

A German offer was made to TURKEY of 30 locomotives and of rol=
ling stoek inoluding tank wagons in exchange for woollen blankets, The Turks

refused, An inereasing propertlen of substitute paterials is being used in
uniforms, The most recent uniform examined contained 35 per cent of synthetle

fitre (the highest proportion yet found) and wes of poor quality,
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Information received ufg'? 8,0, 15 December, 1941,

(1) JAVAL
A British submarine attacked tmo Italian battleships soreensd by

destroyeras eight miles scuth of IESSINA on tho morning of the fourteenth and obe
tained two hite on one Cavour class battleship,

A British light oruiser was sunk by Usboat last night thirty milea
weet of ALEMANDRIA, No further details yet,

A medium sized British merchant vessel was sunk by Usboat on four=
teanth to fifteenth about fifty miles Southellest of GIBRALTAR, Another British
ship of similar tonnage in an cutwmrd convey sank six hundred miles NHorthe-East of
METFOUNDLAND . on the elsventh after a fire, Sabotage is suspected., All crew ware

aaved,

(II) LILIZARX
LIEYA. 13th, It now appears that practically all the enemy forces

in CYREMAICA which remain fit for battle are fmeing the eighth army between GAZALA
and the EL GOBI - MEKILI road, Fourth Indian Divislon, advancing Horth-Mestwards
South of GAZALA, was twice counter attacked hy sbout forty tanks, Doth attacks
wore repulsed tith loss to the enemy of slxtecn tanke destroyed and twenty-cne
officers and three hundred and fifty men captured, this divlsion slsc shot dewn
four dive-bombers,

The pressure of our armoured formation on the enemy's Scuthern
point, some twenty=five miles South of GAZALA contimues, Twenty=five guns, four
tundred priscners and 70,000 gallens of petrol and oil have been captured in this
araf,

EEMA« 4 Tapaness foroe landed at CHILPORN has penstrated into
BIRMA Nerth of VICTORIA FOINT, The demolition plan for VICTCRIA POINT serodroms
and wireless station has been put into effect and the garrison are being withdrawm,

Reported that the Japanese have advanced beyond CHIENGRAI, about
four hundred miles north of BANKOK, towards the Burmess border,

CHDGA. Withdrammls of Japaness forces from ICHAND con the YANGTEIE
River are reported, this would relieve about ancther twe divisions for cperations
elaawhare,

EUSSIR. LENIIORAD Seoctor, The recapiure of TINAVIN has eliminated
mwdmmm-umtmwmupmwmmmmmw

SVIH,
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Coptral Spgtar, The Russians have had marked successes agalnst
the Northern and Southern arms of the German enveloping movement around 1ICSCOU,
ard the Germans have been ohliged to withdraw both in the KLIN and TUIA areas with
heavy casualties and much loss of equipment, The withdramal in the latter ares
has bean oonsiderabls, Botween these two sectors the Gormans have made a slight
ﬂmﬂmmmuﬂ,&mﬁuto{mm,Lnu'dwtaﬂm.fmwlth
their retirement in the KLIN ares, Troops in the Oerman Solient Bast of TULA,
mmnmmmm“m“nmm,mhmﬁmmmumm
mappﬁuhhﬁmthﬂuﬂﬂhnwﬂtﬂnstormmmmmm
which the Russians now oleim to have recaptured, The Russians are attacking along
the whole of this line,

[RADE. WNo change, Despite heavy casualties the Germans continue
to hold the line of THECMIUS and TAGAMRCG,

CEDEA. FPressure on SEVASTOPOL has probably further eased, No
German attempt to cross the EERCH STRAIT is 1likely at present,

Gomelusiong. After trying for ever two monthe tn.uphn Loscod
the Germans decided to stabdlise and withdraw to a shorter line sultable for de-
fance during the winter, Thelr sustained effort under diffieult conditions had
however so mish reduced thelir fighting capaeity that the Russians have been ahle
tolnnnhmdmlnhmmwamumtmhulmnmhmwnufmcmtnl
Scetor, particularly in the KLIN and TULA areas, hs & result, the Germm with-
drawal has not been altogether mooerding to plan and has involved them in serdous
Aiffiouwlties, They may now well have to revise their criginal intenticns az to
their winter line, The threat to the MOSCOW-RIAZHSK-VORONGAD Railway has been re=-
moved for the winter, The situation has undergons a very marked lmprovement in
the important central sector, The Russians new appear definitely to hold the
indtiative,

(II7) AR QPERATIONS
lith, 4 1,200 ton merchant vessel was sunk off NORTAY by & coastal

Hadson of the Royal Netherlands Mdr Service,

LIEG, 12th/13th, Extensive and successful cperations were
earried out by our fightsrs and bembers, Twenty Vellingtona atarted ten large
ﬂm:ﬁmm,ml.r.mlﬂuhdwthutnm,mmﬂd
pear EL AGHETIA and in the BOMBA-DIRNA ares, Many vehicles were destroyed and
others damaged, In addition to casunlties reported yesterday, 22 enemy alreraft
were destroyed, nine probably destroyed and fourteen damaged, Fourteen of our
fighters and three bombers ere missing,
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EAR EAST., 10th, Six R.A.AF, Hdsons from DUTCH EAST INDIES
bembed TOBI ISLAND, about two bundred miles northwest of MEN GUINEA,

(Iv) ENBY ACTIVITY, LIBYA

12th/13th, TOBRUK was bombed, one ensmy aireraft shos down by
AJA, 13th, Ancther enemy aircraft shot down by A,A, at EL ADEN,

MALTA. 13th/lith, Six enemy aireraft operating singly over a
paricd of 13 hours dropped some bombs without causing any damage,

BALAYA, 213th, FEMAMNG had two air raids, No damsge to PRAI docks,
KUANTAN serodrome wes machine gunned by low flying aireraft, Four enemy aircraft
were shot durdng the day.

BURMA. 13th, !ERGUI, The serodromoe and harbeur were bombed, The
Wireless Station, petrol dump and barracks were hit but details of damage have not

been reported, Enemy alreraft also approached RANGOOM,

(v Adrcraft casualties in operations over and from the British Isles:
British = 1 bember,

(V1) It is probable that 24 German E=boats have passed dowm the RHOME
Canal and are now in the MEDITERRAMNEAN, Thelr endurance at 22 knots is about
600 miles,

(VD) CORRIGENDUM
Japanese comvey reported off CAIBODIA POINT was sotually off East

coast of TNDO=-CHINA, A large fleet of transporta was reported at CUAMFANH BAY on
the 14ith, This is probably the same comvoy,
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——
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Dear Mr, President,
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= They are dated 4th-11th December

and 16th December.
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The Honouratle

Pranklin D, Roosevelt,

Fresldent of the United States
ef America,

Washington, D.C,
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Fellowing is supplementary resume of cperaticnal events covering
the pericd 4th to 1lth December, 1941,

(1) BAWAL
Our submarines, cperating against the Axis ses supply route to

AFRICA, made a number of successful attacks on shipping, Iight naval ferces come
tinued to suppart our militery operaticns in LIBYA, Oporations in far sastern
weters since the outbreak of wer with JAFAN have been fully reccrded in the daily
sumaries, The German main units in the BALTIC mere engaged in intensive exer=
olsea during the weak,

Eubmorinep. Thers was a concentration of U=boats in the GIB-
RALTAR area throughout the week and o smaller mumber wers working in the Morthe
Western approaches, but otherwise there was 1ittle activity either in the Nerth or
South Atlantie, 15 or 16 U=beats are believed to bo cperating in the MEDITERRAMEAN,
Our shipping casualties were light, apart from 2 probsbly 3 ships terpedoed in oone
voy west of IRELAMD, all were due to mines, Shijping losses fer lNovember smounted
to 100,491 tcns, 83,003 tons being British, This total is nearly 100,000 lower
than the previcus month, and, except for March, 1940, represents the smallest
monthly total since the beginning of the war,

Zrada. During the week ending 10th December, 978 ships were con=-
voyed, Inports into the United Kingdom from shipe in convoy for the week ending
6th December were 973,000 tons, including 2'?6,'?05 tona of oil imports, Enemy
mmwmumwmmm'mnnumt. 49 mines wers
aocounted for during the paried,

(1) MILIZARX
LIEL\. The British forces have now regained the tastfical ini-

tiative, Except for small parties at HALFAYA axnd BARDIA, who must sconer or
later surrender, the enemy foroes are now concentrated Test of the line GAZATA=
BIR HAKEIM, fighting a rearguard aotion in the hope of being able to stand cn &
defensive line further West, The cbjeot of the remnants of the 3 snemy armoured
divisions, who are now probably grouped as one formation, must be to retain suf=
fielent mobility and striking power to inflict casualties as they withdraw, The
task of the British forces ie to maintain such pressure on the retreating enesy
mtummmhmmuw.

-
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EESIA. The German General Staff having decided to try te
stabilise their Russian front, the danger which threatened | 0SCOU is probably
removed at least 411 the Spring, The German troops are on the defensive along
most of the line and are even under such pressure in scme sectors that the withe
dramal of divisions to refit may not be easy, In the southern seoter, 1t is of
partioulsar Wtfwﬁuﬁmhwmtﬁuﬂrﬂ“ﬂu,mmuﬂpﬂ—
sibly months might new elapse before they recapture NSTOV with corresponding
pul*tpomn_u.nt. of their time-table for CAUCASIA, Finally, the air situstion 1s en=
eouraging, for it eppesrs that the Russian 'ir Force gt present holds supericrity
on the most of the front, partioularly in the NOSCOT secter.

JAPAlle It appears probable that the primary Jepansse cbjectives
are STIGAPORE and the PHILIPPINES, Cperations sgainst HONG KOG and the Pacifio
Tslands are subsiduary to these principal aims, the threst to BURIMA and BORNED
being intended to develop subsequently, At HOWG EONG, our troopa have now acted
en thelr standing orders to evacuste the liainland when attacked in overthelming
strergth, Their retirement has been successful in so far as thoy have fought off
enemy attespts to interfere with its orderly executlen, Guerilla activity by the
Chinsse may develop later in the rear of the Japanese attacking foree, In MATAYA,
our navel and air losses have compelled our land forces to face a situatlon which
had not been contemplated, in as much as they must now bear the brunt of an attack
by Japaness forces enjoying sea and air supariority, enabling them to reinforce
with 1ittle British interference, The demclition of railvay bridges, ete,, which
our trocps are effecting as they retire should impade the enamy's advancs, Fur=
ther north, the occupation of SIAM glves the enemy an ipportant base for opera=-
tions against elther MALAYA or BURMA, and even sgainst our ses communioations in
the BAY (F DENGAL, The Japaness have scme ten divisions already in MALAYA, SIAN
and Southern THDO=CHINA, and a further 12 or 8o, ineluding moat of the seven in
JAPAN, might be made availablo immediately or at short notdee for other cperaticna,
The 1imiting fector, however, would be shipping and air suppert,

MESTERN PACIFIC. The phosphate plants in OCEAN amd NAIRU Islands
heave been demclished according to previously prepared plans,

IR ﬂumnﬂﬂiﬂtufnmmmh‘igthﬁ
INDIk for RANDOOM,

HUGMEL. The mmber of Hungarian troope on the Russian front
has been redused to about 30,000,

HMANTA. The Rumanian contingent in RUSSIA, though being reduced,
|ﬂ!l|ﬂﬂﬁlhthmﬂﬂhﬂntnhmthudiﬂdm1nmﬁmhthﬂﬁm.
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JBELAYIE. The Serblan Patricts, Under Colonel Mihailovich,
are belng harrlsd in the mountains, but are still capable of causing the Germans
considerable troubtls,

BUICARIA, There are some indications of the beginning of German
troop concentrations in BULGARTA,

(T11) AIR OPERATIONS

INITED EDGDON. COperaticns were severely restricted by bed
weather, bomber command only being able to carry out their pregramme cn cne
night, Several successful attacks were made on enemy shipping, it is estimated
that 37,000 tons were sunk or damaged by our airoraft, The G,A.F, sctivity was
negligitls,

SENTRAL JMEDITERRANEAN. A total of neerly 40 tons of H,E, and
incendiaries were dropped on MAPIES in the course of twe attacks,

LIBGA. Day night bembers and hurricans bembers directed heavy
attacks chiefly against enemy armoured wehioles, 1,7, and asrodromes, lNaval aire
eraft joined in by bombing BARDIA docks and Tellingtons raided TRIPOLI, Owr
fighters patrolled the battle area and accounted for several dive bombers, They
also harsssed the enemy and tock heavy toll of his mechanical vehicles in low-
flying attacks, The Axis air foroes kept up & high scale of cparations with their
dive bombers and single engined fighters,

EAf BASI. Oving to heavy enemy attacks by superior forces, we
wore obliged to evacuate the mercdromes in Northern MALATA after losing scme of
our fighters destroyed on the ground, FPENAMG has been bombed several times with
falrly heavy casualties smong the eivilian Asiatic population,

BUSSIA. Intensive cperaticns by the Russian Air Force in con-
Junetion with their recent countor-attacks provide further ovidence of the present
Oerman weakness in fighters, dus to withdrawal of units for refit or employment
elsewhers, The service ability of German sireraft has probably been reduced by
the intemse ocld to n greater extent than those of the Russian Alr Foroe whose
ground staffe are more familiar with such conditicns and whose aercdromes have not
been within the battle sone,

HAELES. Ceouslties and damage on 27th/28th November were the
heavieat sc far, FPhotographscin September and October show severe damage to raile

wmm-uth.mﬁn:mummummmumumm-u

uwiuuﬁ-m-dd—nrrm and blast, COne part of the ar-
two large mrocked at an oil refinery and &
at the gee works,
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Information recedved up to 7 a.m,, 16th Decesber, 1941,

(1) JAVAL

AEDITRRANEL . Lé;um ton Italian merchant vessel is beached
near CAPE METHONI (South Vest GREECE) after being torpedoed by a British sutmarine,
There are sbout 150 mwrvivers from the British cruiser sunk off ALEXAIDRIA,

GHUMA. A Dutch submarine sank one enemy merchant ship on the 12th
and one oiler on the 13th off KOTA BHARD,

(11)  AILITRY

LIEGA. Lith, Our troops atiacked all along the line and by 11
a,m, had foroed a gap in enemy centre, By 2,30 p,m, enemy were still holding posi=
tion to Eset of GAZALA BAY and astride main read, and alsc further to South astride
IRIGH EL AED, In afternoon, enemy counter attacked in latter area employing 21
tanks, Attack contimued until the evening but enemy failed to press attack home,
Three ensmy tanks destroyed,

MALAYA. 15th, In South KEDAH, enemy remmed his atiack at dewn
and sucoseded in iseclating our left trigade, Touch has not yet been restored in
spite of counter attack, Our forces operating in the KROH area have bean rein-
forced bty a futther two battallons and are at present halding thelr ground without
difficulty., Enemy's main objectiwe appears to be to penetrate between cur twe
forces in this area, He is pressing home his attacks with fanatiesl courage in
spite of very heavy losaos,

SELATEN. Mo change,

Sk, A small reconnaissance patrol, operating in the area of
MESDD (170 milss Bast of RANGOON), was fired cn by Siamese Gendarmes,

ARG KOIG. The withdrawal from the mainland to the island was oom=
plotad by morning 13th December, The three &" ccast defence guns on STONECUTTERS
Island have boen destroyed by us and the garrison evacuated, MHeavy and accurate
Japanase artillery fire contimues againat our defences in the Northern part of the
Ialand, ﬁ-lwumﬂmtmmMmthﬂEMﬂdﬁ;mdith
thought they may soon attempt a direct asssult on the island,

HESI4+ The Russian farces are contimming their counter offensive,
They have capbured REFREMOV (MNorth West of YELETS) and are advancing cm CREL,

(111) AR CESRATIOIE .
15th/16th, 47 adreraft despatohed to BREST 17, OSTEND 25, ses

mining 5, One bember is missing,
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LElh. 13th/Lith, 15 Wellingtons bembed DERIA toan and merodvome,
iLts were made on the barracks, on a mechanical tranapart depot asd cn a oencentra-
tion of vehicles, Two large fires were started,

Lith, Our fighters attacked s convoy of 40 South bound larries on
the EL AGHEIIA = BENGHAZT m, inflioting heavy casualties on treops, destroying
tmo lerrdes and damaging 35, during the d.u;,r, our fighters shot down four enemy
alreraft, We lost four fightars,

Lith/15th, 10 Wellingtons dropped 16 tona of bosbs on BENGHAZT
Harbor, all of whish fall in the target area,

(V)  EMEME ACTIVITX
15th/16th, 37 airoraft cperatéd sgninst the United Kingdom of
which ten made landfall, :
MALDA. 4th/15th, Eight aireraft raided the Island, Slight

damage was coused to eivilian preperty,
BALATA, 15th, TPOHTON 1n PERAX STATE wmo bombed by 20 enemy aire

oraft, The serodrome and a petrol dump hit,

British = 1 bomber missing,

(VI) HOME SECURIIX

15th pym, 20 shells fell in the DOVER area, causing some damage
to houses and elight damage to military property, One fatal servies sssualty and
several pecple injured,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

T 18th December, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of the latest

report received from London on the Military

s8ituation.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President ,
Very sincerely yours,
REcR
A

Ls thFIED

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 8,8, 17 December, 1541,
(1) JAVAL

Home Vaters = 16th, The PRINZ ENGEN has left dry dock and
is reported alengaide the coaling jetty at BREST,

SHDG. - 15th, HOID KOWG, Ome.of H.M, destroyers shelled
two river boats in KOWLOON BAY and blew them up,

(I1) MILIZARX
LIEZA. Our attack on the enemy line between GAZLIA mnd the

mmEELanmanuumld,urdwapuaunamﬂaiuthuuuhutuﬂ&nut&an
GAZATA, mnwﬂﬁimhorqnﬂinthhﬁhnhﬁqathﬂhﬂiuhmpﬂhndqt-
tacked in the TRIGH EL AHD area, was considersd satisfactory, Enemy casualties
mnthwght‘tohﬂnbunhum. Inflwnmtiumarmedfmhﬂlwnrhd
mmdthnm'lﬂwthwnmnku.MnmhudituannuntthE&mHELm
fnlu'l:rwnﬂau"utnfﬂm]rhnuitumngadtanmunhmﬂungm,
Ruwmtmﬂtcthinnutianﬂummmlmnrthismtbut
to ks rear, Mmthl!ﬂﬂﬂth,mhlludtxmpaunphrudnnﬂrl,m
prisonera, and Folish trocps 200, On 14th we destroyed six enemy tanks and 300
tons of ammndtdon,

BALAYA. 16th December, KEDAH = Hoavy fighting continuea,
Our foroes at present on line of River LUDA, to lNortheEast of PENAID, tut our
hmuummmmmmmmm;mﬂurmwhm
te be necessary, In KELANTAN, there was some patrol activity, but elsewhars
nothing to report, Adr recomnaissance showed a large concentraticn of enemy
transports off KOTA BHARU and PATANT,

HUG KONG, 16th, Bembing and shelling on an increased soale
tock place, M‘:ﬂnuummﬁamtnmtrro-lmdwtnmn
M,mmeumtthMthuthmm. Publie
merale 1s generally high and satisfaotion at refection of proposals for parley
widely expressed, Muwmmﬂm-mamimmmnﬂmm
Island,

SALATIAK . hu-oomhnﬂllddﬂwthnrumilndﬂm
mmwmswutmmu{mwhm}. Ten large Japansss war-
:Mpl,mmudwnhIﬂMhﬂhnnpwumm-m

i. l.l I _II ilii 1“'-*-iﬁi ! il !! ..‘}j .
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BUEMA. Mo notivity beyond an exchange of shots between one
of our patrels and a Thai post at MYIADI (s few miles Morth of 1ESCD),

BUSSIA. The Oerman withdramal in the ISCON front 1s cone
timuing, The Russian claim to have recaptured KALININ is considered to be

correct,

(111) AIR OPERATIONS

15th/16th, 20 tons of bombs wers dropped at (STEND and
burste were seen in the dock area, At BREST 32 tons of bombewre dropped but
agourate observation of results was not possible owing to elowd, Eight R,d.4.F.
eireraft took part on these operations, 16th, A Besufert hit & Flak ship off
the Dutech Coast with a torpedo, Two Spitfires were shot down near CALLIS,
16th/17th, 173 aireraft despatohed to = UILHELVSHAVEN 83; OSTEND 32, BREST 22,
Sea~mining, EREST 18, DUMKIRK 14, Leaflsts (PARIS area) 4, One bomber is missing,
ong came domn in the sea and a third orashed but the erew i= safe,

CEUTRAL JEDITERRAEAN. 15th/16th, 20 l'ellingtons attacked
Navel shipping at TARANTO, Bombs foll in the target ares but a smcke-seroen
prevented detailed cheservation of results,

(Iv) ENEMX ACTIVITY
16th/17th, 41 afroraft cperated against the U,K,, of which

1, made landfall,

BALAXR. 15th, Enemy fighters carried cut & low=flying ate
tack on the serodrome at KUANTAN tut no demnge or easualties are reported, 16th,
Enemy alr sctivity on & limited seals only,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Deceaber 15th, 1941

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein g capy of
the latest repopt received from London
on the military eituation. It was
dated December 18th, 1941,

Believe me,
Dear ur, Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

(Jﬁitf?{}thljtfi} /ﬁlﬂf4if£;#L

L J'F.'ED

The Henocurable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of Auerica,

Washington, D, 0.
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QPTEL Jio. 40
Information recedved up to 7 a,m,, 18th December, 1941,

(1) HAVAL

lortherp Taters, 26th Hovember, A Russian submarine sank an
800 ton merchant ship 4in FUGLO S0MMD (5.W. of North Cape), Between 28th lNevember
and 6th December ancther Russdan sutmarine sank ene 10,000 and two 6,000 ton
escorted merchant ships in the vicinity of Nerth Cape,

17th peay Two of HM, minssveepers were in action with tweo
ensmy destroyers off GORCDETSKY (entrance to THITE SEA), Ome wes slightly
damaged and the other has sc far been unlooated,

IEDITERANEA. 1Tth, Early in the morndng our aireraft lo-
gated a foros of ensmy battleships, eruisers and destroyers Southbound escorting
4 merchant ships, to the Westward of NAVARING, At 5,55 p.m, ouwr light forces
ware in action with the enemy 165 miles to the Scuthward tut lost touch at 6,47
Pell, Since when no further reperts have been recoived,

Attacks cn ghippipg. 213th, A Spanish teanker of mediuwm tonnage
was sunk by a Deboat off the Spanish ccast to the Eeet of GIERALTIR,

15th, A Pertuguess ship of medium tonnage was torpedeed in the
vioinity of CAFE ST, VINGENT,

16th, A Dutch coastal vessel was damaged in the ERISTOL CHARNHEL
by an enemy alroraft which was probably shot down by a Corvette,

(11) MILITARX
LIEIh. 16th, ¥e continued to press the enemy along the whole

front taking about 1,000 Itallans priscner, Strong resistance wee encountered
some 12 miles ScutheWest of GAZALA, Meanwhile a mobile detachment had resched
TMIMT astride the GAZALA-DERMNA road where some enemy M,T, was destroyed, In the
afternoon our armoured foroes moving from BIR HALEGH EL ALEBA (See OPTEL No. 39)
sngaged the enemy in the rear of his right flank North of the TRIDH EL AHD,

17th, 10 a,m, 22 German tanks (probably remnants of 15th and
218t German armoured divisiona) escorting a large column were discovered withe
drawing in ths direction of TUIMI, Later enemy began to retreat all along the
1ins, Our forces followed up and by noon, New Zealand trocps had resched a
point 10 miles Nerth West of GAZAIA, The main portion of our armcured forces
was moving from the BIR HALEDH BL ALZBA area on TMIMI,

Exontler Arege South African troops captured an enemy post
forming pert of the defences of BARDIA, Following priscners of war have reached



ALEXANDRIA up to 15th December:
German = 72 officers, 2,926 other ranks
Italian = 237 officers, ﬁ,m other ranks,

HOMG KQNG. Enemy shelling and mortar fire have caused some
damage to our beach defence pill boxes on North shore of the Island and to one
const defence battery, Beebing bas caused some damage to food stores and water
mains, Owr artillery fire has dispersed enemy trocp concentrations and transpart
on the madnland and silenced four enesy guns, On 17th, a further mmmons to sur-
render was received, The Governor replied that he was not preparsd to recelve any
further commniocation on the subject,

BALAYA, 17th, KEDAH, On right enemy attacked cur detackments
in GRIE erea (25 miles 5.5.E, of KROH) in some strength, On loft, withdrawal
from Biver MUDA is contimuing, Our reserve formations now on line of River KRIAN
(20 miles to Scuth),

EEHAMG. Tithdrawal prooceeding,

BALANTAN. Ve now hold positdon on River MAL (25 miles South of
KOTA BHARU), Enemy broke off engagement after suffering casualtieas, Elsewhere
nothing to repert, Enemy air sctivity negligible, Anti-aircraft defences have
shot down 13 enemy alreraft to date, plus 5 probabls,

PETGIESE TIMGR. The Netherlands Bast Indles Government an-
nounce that on the morning of 17th December Fortugusse Timer was cccupled by Duteh
and Australlan foross,

BUBSIA. lothing additicnal to official communiques,

(I1T) AR OPERATIONS
16th/17th, WILHELMSHAVEN (71 tons), CSTEND (35 tens), BREST

{31 tons), and DUNKIRK were attacked in fair visibility, 13 aireraft from R.C.A.F.
squadrens took part in these raids,

17th, Ouwr fighters destroyed a Jurker B8 off KENT,

17¢h/18th, 137 sdroraft despatched to EREST (121) HAVRE (14)
leaflets PARTS = CRLEANS (2), At BREST, mttacked by 99 aircraft a large explosion
and fires wers seen, though a smocke screen hindered cbservation, One bomber
misping, Ancther came down in the sea but the crew 1z safe,

LIBA. 16th, Our light bembers started a large fire in dumps
near BARDTA and attacked BENTMA serodrome, In the cowse of contimuous fighter
mﬂhmﬂﬂhtdmﬂm@u&wmmmnm
enly two enemy airoraft were sighted, cne of which was destroyed,
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¥ EAR BAST, 17th, BSix light bembers escorted by 5 fighters
operating from STHEATANG (North-Test BORNEO) unsuccessfully attacked Japansss
warships off MIRI,

(V)  ENEMX ACTIVITX
17th/18th, About 40 enemy airoraft operated against the United
EKingdem, of whish 18 crossed the ccast for shert pericds,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 20th, 1941.

Dear Mr. Fresident,

I enclose herein copies of
the two latest reports received from
London on the military situation.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

REr :
UNCLG-F?A ‘DE'D /ﬁﬂ/ﬁ?lm

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresldent of the United &tates of America,

Washington, D, C.
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4G KQB. 19th, Message despatohed at thres thirty a.m.
local time reperted that after heavy bombardment Japaness have effaoted
8 landing on Nerth Esst corner of the Ialand, Every effort was being
made to eviet them, Eight thirty six 8,m, sltustion reperted very
grave as ensmy had made a deep penetration, Ten nineteen a,m, wirelsss
station was being abandened dus to adjustment of defencea, Iast
oypker book and table was being destroyed after despatch of message,
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Intw-umrmi up to 7 a,m,, 19th December, 1941,
(1) HAVAL

ATLANTIC. 19th a.m. A Britlsh destroyer was sunk by a Usboat
wast of GIERALTAH,

MEDITERRAMEAN., 19th, 1,45 e,ms A British crulser and dase
troyer were mined 20 miles north of TIPOLI and are unable to stean, A British

eruiser was also mined tut is proceeding at 16 kneta,

(11)  MILIZARX
LIELA. 17th, Ouwr forces further pursued the refreating enemy,

mwhmp.mmmrmmmmm“mhdmmnm
from TMIMT southewest to BIR HALIDH EL AIZRA, an advance of 30 miles, Remmants
of the Ttalian armoured and motorised forces appesr to be withdrawing via MEKTLT
and remnants of thelr infantry to DERNA, Remnants of the Cerman armoured forces
have withdrmwm to DERNA posaibly making for BENGHAZI by the Coast Rosd, Our
fwuu-mummﬂmﬁnﬂvmuwwt#mm“utﬁmm

MALAYA. 18th, In KELANTAN, minor enemy activity enly,

EEDAH. The withdrawal from River 1A to Hiver ERIAN has been
carried cut succesafully, The evacuation of PAMANG to FORT SUETTENHAM and SINGA=
FORE has also been effected sucocesafully, The attack cn our detachment at GRIE
has not besn preased, m-nwmriadautufmlyhumbcﬂbhgatmkmﬂu
Esstern railway at MERAPOH (40 miles north of KUAIA LIPISE, 11 large transports
are reported off PATANI, where there is contimious lasunch activity.

EAGIFIC ISLANDS. Japanese are reported to have vacated TARATA
after destroying the wirelsss station,

Jrinaihr Ruseian pressure contimues in the MOSOOW and TULA
areas, The Russian olaim to have taken ALZKSIN (30 miles northewest of TULA) and
SHOCERING (15 miles southewest of TUIA) is belleved, Heavy Russlan attacke are
also reparted from the DONETZ BASIN, The Germens are intensifying thelr pres-
pure on SEVASTOPOL,

(111) AL QEESATIQIS
18th, 47 Heavy Bembers were despatobed to attack SOBARNHORST

and GEEISENAU at BREST, Purets causing explosions were seen on the sterns of both
uw,mmuthmmwdmnmmnnm
wmm&mmmmm-hmmm



:

from the GHEISENAU, Fires were started in the jetties and amongst the ommou=
flage netting, 11 squadrens of fighters provided escart to within ten miles of
B REST, Bombers shot down tiree llesserschmidts 109, probably destroyed three and
damaged nins, Fighters destroyed four and damaged cne, Our losses were four
Stirlings, one Manchester and one Hurricans, Two other bombers crashed, the
erew of one being saved,

18th/19th, 19 bombers despatched to attack BREST but visibd-
1ity was poor and results were unchserved, Ome alreraft orashed on return,

LIEGA. On 16tk and 17th, Horricanes damaged 46 lorrles and
five petrol tankers ¢n the EL AOHUILA read, During the attack on BENINA asro-
drome on 16th, twe large aireraft were destroyed on the ground and two fires
started, On 17th, heavy attacks were mads by Blenheims on an ememy mechanical
transport column south=sast of DERMA and motor vehicles near MFEKILI, mamy vehlcles
being destroyed, Bostons attacked and hit buildings at GIOVANNI BERTA (18 milea
sagtmsouthesant of BPOLLONTA) and Hurricanes with bombs attacked mechanical trans
port mear EL TMDMI and MEKILI, Marylands destroyed 15 Junkers 52 at BARCE aaro-
drome,

17th/18th, Tellingtons successfully bombed BENIML asrodrome
and attocked mechanical transport on the BARCE-TOORA road, During above operss
ticns, two Messerschmidte 109 were destroyed in the air, B5ix Hurricanes are
nissing,

CENTRAL JMEDITERRAMNBAN. 16th/17th and 17th/18th, laval Sworde
mh.tmm:a;mmm,muhnhun,mdr.umm. 17th, Four
Blenheims attacksd transpert in the ZUARA area (west of TRIPOLI) and destroysd
two train ccaches and two petrol tankers, One Blenheim is missing,

EAR EAST. Dutch bomber squadronme attacked enemy shipping at
MIRI, Cne destroyer was hit and near misses were made on one oruleer and on twe

traneporta,

(1v)  EMEMY ACTIVITX
18th/19th, 38 alroraft cperated against the United Kingdem,

the majority of which are suspeoted of minelaying in the HIMEER area and in

LIVERPOOL BAY,
MALGA. 16th/17th and 17th/18th, Homba were dropped on the

Island causing dasmage to oivilian property,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

23rd December, 1041,

S REq

UNcy, Eﬂ&b
Dear Mr, Presldent, ij

I enclose harein coples
of the lateat reports recelved from London
on the military situation. They were dated
20th and 21lst December, 1541.

Dolisve me,

Dear Mr. Fresidsnt,

Yery sincerely yours,

. TS R

For the Ambassa Z

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washinzton, D. C.




X Copy Moo LL.

i1, "
REG
UNC }?ADED PTG o e
- JIFJED
ezl (Unmmbered)
Infermation received up to 7 8.0, 21st December, 1941
(1) NAVAL
20th Neoon, Alr reconnalssence showed PRIICE EUGEN in dry dock
at BREST,
(11) MILITARX

LIE¥A. 20th, At 10,30 ea.m, general situation was that the con=
timﬂm:mﬂmfmuﬂmlml_nuhupdmth&umﬁmthnmm The
njmiﬁorthmumeannpmmhmthusrm:lm-aa,uhilnthu
remnants of the Italisn Divislons are still ThrthﬁlﬂtufﬂimmImdmﬂhm—
crganizad, MmﬂllulmllﬂuhMrmhﬂﬂWﬂERmdMMdmm
REGTMA and EENGHAZI end the other on MSUS and SCELEIDTIA, Repcrte so far recelved
indioate that twelve mwta.nklmduh'ﬂraﬂ on the 19th, aight new Italian
tarks were sbandoned at MEXILI, Reccnnalssance of TRIFOLI (L) on 19th showed that
ﬁmmpph‘ahipinfﬂmtuﬂttnuunimﬂfiwﬂmmﬂtmﬂhuﬂmiﬂd. A
mmipnrdﬂunisnmnmmhmﬂupwtmnnﬂ Tt has now been
reported that cur Patrols with parachute troops dropped early in the coperaticns,
succeeded in destroying 22 enemy aireraft tegether with bomb and petrol stcres on
a landing ground thirty miles Test of SIRTE,

BALATA mmmmormmtammmm{?} river
st MAHANG, There was no contact Test of this plase, Our troops are holding the
Hmufthulﬂﬂﬂimnﬂ&mﬂ:ﬂuuﬂufﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ. In an acticn hear
EmmMMMm1MMudemumm,mnamﬂlﬂum
small, mmmwnwtmmﬂ,mmmwmnrm. A emall de-
tachment of British trecps from VIRT arrvived st SIIGAPCRE on 2let,

HoiG KOG, The latest report at 6,00 Pl local time 19th
mmdthltthmhdw“thnﬂuﬂhﬂm«rmafthllduﬂ.

BSSIA- liMmmmhnwpmmthl
103000 fromt, mbinﬂn‘;rhthlwmﬂhmltnrm. The Germans are ocn-
mmhltmkmmm

(111) ALR GEERATIGR

: m&.mmw;wwmnrs;mmuﬂw
m.mt,mmlwwhhh.

S
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LIEXA. 19th, Light bombers and fighters attacked enemy M,T,
columns retreating Westwards from the MEKILT and DERMA areas, Attacks on e large
column East of EL EARRUBA wers very effective, Heavy damege was done to M,T, on
the BARCE~TOCRA and BENGHAZI-CHEMINES roads, Two asrodromes were bombed, During
the operations 3 German fightera were shot dowm, our losses were two Marylands
and one Beaufighter,

MBALLA. Elenheims bombed IOURA railway station and hit & goods
shed and destroyed rolling stock, 40 alreraft were found destroyed on the aero—
drome at DERNL,

(Iv) EMDK ACTIVIXX

20th to Zlst, 48 airoraft were operating, 30 of which were
probably sea mining in the THAMES Estuary,

BALTA. 19th, 13 enemy fighters and bombers approsched the
Ieland and on the 20th 40 enemy airoraft sarrled cut two attacks, only slight
damage was caused, One German bomber wae destroyed, twe Italian fighters probably
destroyed and three Oerman bombers damaged, three Murrloanes are missing, Bomba
dropped cn 19th/20th had 14ttls effect,

EARATAK. 19th, The rald on KUCHING aerocdrome wes from & high
level and ooused only slight demage, the towm was bombed and machine gunned, 23
eivilians were killed and a petrol store destroyed,

(V) GadaEs
It 18 considered that the Germans will make every effort to withe

draw their _fm in CYRENATGA, of over 200 alreraft, to bases in TRIPOLITANIA,
This may, however, be impcssible owing to the present insdequate ground facilities
and part of the force may have to withdraw to the AEGEAN area or to SICILY,

(vI) JAPAMESE AIR FORCE
There aro at present about 400 alreraft in Southern INDO=CHIMA

and Southern SIAM, The average scale of effert againet MALAYA during the first
foure days of the Japanese attack was about one hundred and twenty alreraft per

‘J.w.
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, 20th December, 1941,
(1) MAVAL

Aroraft catapultsd from a ship escorting a homeward convey
duatrwZMHT.WmmmMnthiﬂmtormﬂmmw!hﬂw.
mdﬁ.ﬂ.mmmmmlwmbmmdmu}mmipcnnmw
2 destroyers in the Gulf of TARANTO on the 13th and obtained cne hit with terpedo,
Amﬂmiu:hmumt“ualinmmwnvwmturpudmdmhmmlm
400 miles Weat of CAPE 5T, VINCENT and is reported sinking, l‘;;iﬂﬂmtnnhrin
Mumwmmryiwpabdmutanrhumdawﬂmdnﬂﬂwmut

WALES yeeterday evening,

(11)  MILITARX
LIEEA. The mursult of the enemy contlmues, By the evening of

thulﬂthuhmjmmminnm“phmmm“mtthauwmnﬂl
in possessicm of the town and its defences which were repcrted strong, Our armoured
forces ware about 12 miles southmest of MEKILI with a detachment 15 miles further
west, MEXILT was etill oocunled by the enemy, During the merning of the 19th our
t:mupﬂmﬂﬂhﬁhmmuﬂ]ﬂﬂumﬂmwmto{mmmnﬂzﬂnnwﬂuh
wards along the rosads DERM=BARCE and MEXILI-EL ABIAR was contimisd, 5o far the
enemy retrest has been rapld and comparatively little oppoeition has been met,
The mmber of priscners has therefore not been great although muck ILT, has been
paptured, There are signs of considerable enemy discrgenisation, In the frontier
msmmm“mmmm.mturawpmmmnmn
and near HALFAYA, ﬁuhrmuufﬂmmrupwmtnhuwuﬂughum;
our artillery ia causing considerable damnge,

LAALATA « A further withdraval of our forces in the northweat was
'mmmﬂwmtmwmmmuwmmmumuuhawtharﬂm
and are recrganiszing, The bombing attack on the rallway mentioned yesterday csusc.
no damege, The aivil and military evacuation of FPENAMNG was successful, Three
ships have reached PORT SWETTENHAM and STNDAPCHE, Mmlm;pah'nl
m,thmhmﬂuﬂmud:wmdlw. Total edr raid camalties
in PENANG are estimated at 600 killed,

RESTA . The Russians olaim to have ccoupled RUZA, the German
ﬂmnmnﬂ-mmmmmm

; e X ¥
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(Im)  AIR QEERATIQIS

19th, 4 Hurricans shot down 2 German bombers into the sea,
19th/20th, Bombing cperations cancelled,

LIEYA. 18th, Our bomber and fighter aireraft kept up & heavy
attack on about 2,000 1,7, withdraving westwarde from MEXILI, lany vehiclss wers
destroyed, Marylands hit at least four JU 52Vs dispersed on EZNINA mercdrome,
18th/19th, 42 Wellingtons eperated against BE/GHAZI, some mines were laid and
hits were scored on the moles and on ILT, near the town, A/4 fire at BEIGHAZI
had greatly decreased, 3 Tellingtons ledd mines insdde TRIPOLI Horbour while 3
othars bombed the town,

CENTRAL IZDITERRANEAN, 18th/19th, Naval aircraft scored hits
with torpedces on two merchant vessels of about S;Dm tons in a south bound cone
voy north of NS,

SARATAE, 19th, Dutsh Glen Martins attncked enemy vessels off
the northeast ocoast claiming one hit and one near mise on a Japenese oruiser and
a hit and two near misses on another large ship, They alac claim one enemy air-
oraft shot down, Ome Glen lartin was lost,

(17)  EIEMCACTIVITI

YALTA, 18th/19th, 7 alrcraft bombed LUGA mercdrems, One Telling-

ton cn the ground was destroyed and others were damaged,

SADATAK. 19th, Enemy aireraft contimuously attacked PONTIANAK
in WEST BORMEQ causing considerable damage to the town, IUCHING sercdrome was
bombed by 15 enemy aireraft, Alroraft casnalties in opernticns over and from the
British Isles ~ German, two destroyed,
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WASHINGTON, D.C. Ly

December 23rd, 1941,
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Dear Mr. President,
1 encloege herein a copy of the
latest report received from London on
the military situation.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Preslident,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)

/?J’,CL.M

The Honourable
Pranklin D, Rocsevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information reseived up to 7 a,m,, 22nd December, 1941,

(I) JAVAL

An Aweildary Mroraft Carrier escorting s hemeward Gllwaltar
sonvoy was sunk by Usboat yesterdsy 500 miles Theat of CAFE FINISTERRE, some ahipa
of the oconvoy have alsc been torpedeed, Alreraft from t.helhu:::llm:.r idroraft
Carrier yesterdsy morning sighted a Usboat with a hole in her side tranaferring
mon to another U=boat, The aireraft shot 3 men, O(me of HM, submarines tor-
pedosd a large tanker entering SUDA BAY on the 11th and anothor of H,M, submarines
in an attask on 2 North bound merchant ships in the Oulf of TARANTO on the 13th
obtainad 3 hits on one and 1 on the cther,

IDIG KONG. 20th, loter Terpedc HBoats sank 4 enemy landing
oraft botreen KOTLOON and the Island, our lesses were two Moter Terpedo Boats
sunk and 1 damaged, An Oiler, two boom defence vessels and en muxiliary patrol
vessel were scuttled as they were unable to steam, On the 2lst, a medium sized
Greek cargo vessel was damnged by mine off the East Coast and beached and & Nor=
weglan vessel of about 5,000 tons was torpedoed,

(1)  MILITARX
LIEXA. The pursult of the enesy continues, but our columns have

been hirdered by sand storms and heavy rain in the coastal erea ocur patrols have
reached CYREME and AFOLLONIA. In the centre our columns are attacking 5 miles
West of EL KARRUBA, whers much sbandoned material was found, Purther South, by
the morning of the Z1st we had reached MSIS and are working forward to regaln
sentant with the enemy, There are indications that the enesy 1s meking a stand
to cover the evacuation of equipment from BEIGHAZI,

BALALL. The withdramal of owr foreas decided upen owing to losa
of mercdromes, from the Northern part of KELANTAN has been completed, Bulk of
stores and equipment has been withdrawn, On the Zlst, enemy pressure on GRIK
road inorensed, one Battalion cut off during the night 19th to 20th fought its
way out with about 30 sasualtiss, Jnpanese suffered heavily,.

(1)  AIR OFERATIOS
20th to Zlat, A Hudscn attacked the oil depet 5T, MAZATRE and

gtarted fires, Bad woather rrevented bembing cperaticns, Lbeut 20 cnemy alre
graft were suspected sea mining off the East Coast,



AIOEA. 19th, Fighters inflicted hoavy casunlties on transpert
and lerry borne troops South of JEDARYA,

19th to 20th, The enemy beavily raided TCHRUK, no damage was
reported,

20th, Blenhaims bombed BARCE merodroma, and others with fighter
ascort, were intercepted by Gorman fightors near BARCE and foreed to jettiscn
thelir bombe, Three German fighters were deatroyed and one probably destroyed,
four Blenheims and five Tomahatks are misaing,*

LI, ?st, Bombere escorted by fighters attacked the Taland
causing slight damage to barracks and 5 fatal corualties, One enemy fighter
wis destroyed, one probably destroyed and one damaged, Two lhrricanss were leat,

UBALAZA. ?1st, KUALA LITFUR mercdrome was attacked by 13
Japanese dive bombers with Tighter escort, Owr fighters destroyed one bombar
acd another was probably destroyed by antiesireraft fire, Our losses = cne
Tighter, pilot safe, Reported that Japanese bombors vhen attacked by fighters
or anti-aireraft fire immediately treke formation in disorder,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 26th, 1641,

Dear Nr., President,

I enclose herein coples of
the latest reports receivad from London
on the military situation. They were

dated 11th-18th December and December 23rd.

Belleve me,
Dear lir. Presldent,

Very sincerely yours,

04,0 OQ‘! (For the Ambassador)

The Honourable
Frenklin D, Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C,
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: Bituation up to 5 p,m, 2%d Decesber, During previous
24 hours enemy kept up incessant attacks and loeal raids sccompanied by
intensive bombardments by artillery mortars and dive bombera,

Some ground on MNOUNT CANERON lest during night was
recaptured carly in morning by party Royel Marines,

In afterncon Widdlesex at LEIGHTON HILL beat off
determined attack,

Poeition generally unchanged, Troops very tired,
Enemy in possession of Indian Military hospital but reparted behaving well
towards wounded, Water positien in city and peak most precarious as prine-
cipal reservoirs are in enemy hands, and pipe lines from others damaged,
Stremuicus efforts being made to improve position food supplies greatly
reduced by enemy aotion,

Health civilian populstion remarkably good and conduct
admirable,

Civil defence services run very wall,

Civilisn casualties about 4,000 of whom possibly II,GDG

U :.? .E'TGE?A DED
: <5
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 23rd December, 1941,
(1) BAYAL

During the night 21lst/22nd a small Norweglan ship in the homewmrd
Gibraltar convoy was torpedeoed, A 7,000 ten Dritish ship was sunk by mine off the
East coant on the Zlst,

(I1) MILITARX
LIELA. Foports now received of cperations by ocur advanced columna

on the 20th state two large ensmy columns containing tanks and guns were success=
fully engaged nesr EL KARRUBA, two fleld guns and much M,T, destroyed, Continucus
stream of abandoned M,T, and oquipment reported on line of advance of our armoursd
foroe from MEEILI, Many priscners captured,

22nd, There are indioaticns that the enemy, mainly Itallan, may
try to hold the srea EL ABTAR-BENGHAZI, The majority of the Germans are believed
to be further scuth in the JEDAEYA area and most of their air forces seem to be
operating from south west of SOLOE, In the nerth cur advance on BARCE contimues
and also on BENGHAZT and the SOLUK area,

MALATA. 22nd, It iz bolleved that enesy suffered heavy losses on
GRIE road on the 21st where situation is now quiet, Nething to repert frem other
sectore,

IDIG KOlG. Our forces contime to hold the north west of the
Tsland and alsp STANIEY Peninsula in the south, Om the 21st the enemy launched
a determined attack from the East and have i1solated our pesiticn at LITTIE HONG
KON whore food and ammniticn is stored, We are attacking the enemy rear frem
Smmtﬂwillmnudmmmummuwarmﬂm.

HRUSSIA. The Russians are contimalng their offensive cn the MOSCOW
front and in particular are meling strong attacks in the area botween VERNHIE and
TIM (forty=five miles East of KURSK),

(TT1) AR CPERATIONS
22nd, Mmmhdhlhmu?,mtmmhmtwuullnil

6,000 ton tarker off NORWAY,
22nd/23rd, 22 bombers of which ten R.C,A.F., wers sent to VILMEINe
SHAVEN, all returned safely, Enemy sctivity in United Kingdom ares wes negligible,
LIEXA. 21st, Our fighter Sweers over o wide area met no hostlle
aireraft, An enemy bember was shot down in the Gulf of BOMBA,
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21st/22nd, Wellingtons attacked TRIPOLI (L) msredreme destreying
at least seven dispersed aireraft and damaging others besides buildinge and hangers,
Tires 4,000 pound bombs were dronped in the M,T, dispersal area end large fires
were startsd,

LALAXA. 272nd, Two enemy raids by a total of eighteon fishters
sgre made on KUALA LIAUPUR aerodrome, One enemy aireraft was destroyed, three of
onr fighters are missing and one crashed, three pilots safe, Three Duteh fighterc
ware reported missing on the same day and a fourth crashed,

SLAM. 21st, Ouwr fightars frem BURMA destroyed seven aircraft on
an enemy serodrome,

HOIG KOMG. 20th, Three Chiness bombers escorted by six fighters
ware seen dive bombing the Japanese north of KOWLOOH,

(Iv) BORIEQ
The Japanese are repcrted to be improving the serodrome at LUIRI,

(V) IBAKE |
A comvey of some twenty merchant shipe to be escorted by warahipu s
1

is reparted to be forming at CASABLANCA for MARSEILLES, Such a convoy is about
four times the usual sise for this route,
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Following is supplementary resume of operational events eovering
hmﬂdllth-l!ﬂ:m;lﬂh
(1) HAVAL

dn Italian battlefleet was at sea covering comveys to North Africa,
Arleish and Rusaisn submarines had several successes In the Mediierranean and in
Nerthern maters, A Canadian destroyer suffered considerable damege from heavy
weathar Scuth of ICELAND on lith, There we littls U=boat motivity durlng the
pericd and the general trend of sulmarine movementa to the Mediterrancan seem to
have ecntimwed, A mmber have passed Gitraltar and there are indioations that
several may have turned back after having been attocked and damaged, The
Jupanese lossea in the Far East are believed to be one battleship sunk and two
damaged in addition to ocasunlties to light oraft and transports, Shipping losses
have been 1light although little information from the Far East of Merocantils losses
has yet been received, It is known that some Britfsh ships have beon selzed by
tu.nmnumgm:buhvuuphﬂﬂlm..mmm.

ZBADE. During the week ending 17th December 998 ships were ocn=
voyed, mmmu.mmmmmumm.mm
1,043,000 tons and included 350,000 tons of tanker imports,

(IT) MILILAEY
LIEEA. The enemy foroes now much disorganiszed and consisting of

the remmants of the 3 armoured divlelons, 2 Italian motorised divisions, and not
much more than 2 Italian Infentry Divisions, have retreated Westwards from the
MHMMMMLMMNMNWENHWMH&E
course of construotion, The task of the British Foroed is to oreats confusisn
among the enemy's trocpe and prevent him rallying, though the extension of our
lines of commindication is presenting administrative difficulties in pressing home
our advantage, For the enemy also the supply question is soute, and even if fresh
gonveys succesd in reaching him through BENGHAZI he is likely to have difficulty
in stabdlising fresh dafensive pocitionc Emst of that town,

JBA. e grevity of the situation in NAIAYA is mainly due to
the fect that the enemy, already some 4 divisions in streng th with at least 150
'hlﬁ, is able to disemberk reinforcements in Scuthern SIAM (ohiefly at SINGCRA
and PATANI) unhindered frem the air, In the whole Far Eastern theatre the enemy
has at present the great advantage of being able to move his forees in comparative ;




freedom from one front to ancther, The chief factors influsncing Japanese otra-
tegy at present appear to be (A) time, (B) the sttitude of RUSSIA, JAPAN must
cbtain quick results in view of her difficult eccncmio situation and the inevita=-
bility of defeat, if the UNITED STATES and curselves are given time in which to
tulld up ouwr streng th againat her, She is alsc amxious not to start ancther
front in the Morth, whilet fighting is still in progress cn the Southern and
CHINA fronmt, It therefore appears that after the initial phases of the war are
over, the position of JAPAN, who has now been at war for over four years in CHIMA,
will beocme precarious if operatiocns are opened on her Northern front, and if there
is sufficient time for the UNITED STATES and curselves to strengthen our military
position 4n the FAR EAST,

BEEMA. ©y in G, INDIA included BURMA in his Command as from 15th
Decenber,

EB5IA. The Germans in thedir retreat are suffering heavy casualties
and loss of squipment and it is clear that in scme sectors they are being seversly
harassed and prevented from withirawing accerding to plan, Farticularly lNertimest
of MOSCOW, where they have loat EALININ and in the TUIA sector, where they had to
£all back £0 miles, In the Scuth they still held TAGAMROZ and have not retired
West of the River MIUS, There is no evidence that any divisions have yet beon
pulled cut for refitting,

(111) AR QEERATIOE

IITED ETGDCH . A slight improvement in the weather enabled ocur
night bembing to be remmed on a fairly heavy scale, BREST was attscked on six
nights by a total of 167 airoraft which dropped 277 toms of HE, Although intense
darkness and efficient smcke screens prevented sccurate bombing resulta appesrsd
hopeful, Itilntlﬂtdtmtmlﬂ;mmdmmmmm:r
damaged by our aireraft,

MEDIIERRANEAN. In spite of pandsterme and inferlcr weather oone
diticns the retreating enemy was given no respite, Hm;mmtw-m
fighters helped oiir ground operations by directing frequent and intense attacks
ehiafly upen W,T, concentrated and retiring on roads and on serodromes, Since
the enemy had lest at least six farvard serodromes, there was a certain smount of
congestion on those in the BEIGHAZI erea, PFull advantoge was taken of this
situation by our bombers and fighter-bombers, Transpert eiroreft flying between
CRETE and DERNA to relieve the difficult sea route, were alsc the object of special
attadk, mwmmmmuummwwm_-
snemy both in AFRIDA and Southern ITALY, Owr airoraft emk or damaged about 15,000
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tens of lxis shipping, mnmmrmuhptmnlwuuhuﬂmdtmh
the notivity of his dive bombars notlceably decreased, probably owing partly to
losses and pertly to supply difficulties, JU 88%a concentrated mainly on frent=
limtarxﬂnultmhouhmkamm!mmnﬁummrm. German single
engined fighters were enployed to the utmost, Many ME 10918 were shot down but,
nmﬂrmm;momnm.mmnghmmmnwm

EAR BAST. Mmmpnrm*?hl'?ﬂ:ntvhlnrmthnuw
wiroraft are known to have been destroyed in LUATAYR, of which 13 are olaimed by
Ayh, guns,

ESSIA. On the whole of the Central Seotor, the German Alr Force
supply situation appears sdequate for the present requirements of the reduced
Ay Foroes in this mrea, In the South, Russian pressure appesrs to be heaviest
mmmmBummtnummrmummuinmppoﬂoruwmwm
the CRIMEA and TAGAMROG localities muw_wmmw—mmmamnum
mmmmnmmumm It is thought that for some time the
mhdmmmmmuwmturmnmmmmmhunmm
probably accounts for the failure hitherto to maintain an intensive scale of
activity.

(V) ROIARIE. |
on 12th/13th October, 3 barges loaded with fuel oil asd 5 moter

torpede boats were gunk in the harbour, Some submarine shelters were damaged.

21, bembers sent, 36 tons dropped,

(v) IS SECURIII .
Eatimated civilian casunlties for weck ending 0600/17, Nome ldlled,

four seriously wounded,
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr. Fresident,

I enclose herein copiee of
the latest reports received frow London
on the militery situation. They were
dated 24th and 25th December respectively.
Helieve me,
Dear %¥r. Fresident,

very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)

The Honoursble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Washingten, n. C.
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25th Decamber, 1941.
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TEL Mo,
Information received up to ¥ u.m., 24 Decambar, 11.

1. NAVAL
Reconnalssance of BAFST yeaterday showed that the GNEISENAU

had left drydock and gone to 453 torpedo buat statlon.,  SCHARNHORST and
PRINZ EUGEY were still in dock, The Duteh submurine 0.16 vhich sank
four Japanese troopships on the 17th, blew up after ontering one of our
minefields on her way to SINGAPORE, on the 12th., & 6500 ton Russlan
Tenker wag torpedoed and sunk near the Dardonelles on the 10th. A small
Belglan Merchant vessel end & medium sized Greek ship were both sunk by mines
off the East Comst on the 23rd and 27nd respectively, end on the 23rd a Greek
ship of similar size was mined off YARMUUTH and hes been boached. A small
British Merchant ship wae sunk by U-Boat Enst of TOBRUK yesterday.
2.  MILITARY

LIEYA  On the night 21/22nd £ long range desert patrol destroyed
37 enemy aireraft at JEDAEYA, On 22nd cur patrols harassed enezy infantry
and columns of M.T. in the area Burt and Scuth of SOLMM. After driving
off a German forece of 35 tanks gnd 150 W.T. they captured ANTELAT. In the
Horth our Column directed on BENGHAZI continued its advance 'Test of EL
KARRUBA, 500 prisoners have been taken in this area.

On 23rd an enemy coluwmn near MAGHUN 45 miles South of

BENGHAZL was engaged and retreated in disorder leaving fifty Germen prisoners.
Enemy reported destroying aircraft on MAGRUN asercdrome. A total of 92
German and 53 Italian M.13 tanke had been destroyed cr found destroyed by
R.E. up to 13th. Enemy 8till appears to be trying to hold BENGHASI until
he has evacusted more equipment and stores. Our advance has been delayed
owing to bad going and maintenance difficulties. These are nov being
overcome and every effort is being directed tovards preventing the enemy
escaping and then dllatmyini him,

MALAYA. 23rd, Worth Test, ocur forcee now hold the line of the
PERAK River. North Fast, our forces from KELANTAW have been withdramm to
the RAUB-EENTONG area. The enemy's line of advance is limited to a single
rallway and there is no information as yet af any pressure.

44




JAPANESE FORCES,
It has been reported that mobilisation of tem nen divisiona

has besn taking place in Jepan since the 15th. This uill bring the tatal
gtrength up to 72 divisions which it iz believed is the maximum that Jupan
ean equip and meintain. Reports indiccte that Jupanece are empleying in
the PHILIFPINES sbout 55000 to 60,000 on LUZOH and about 20,300 on MINDAHAD.
HUSSTA

The Russians are increesing thelr pressure in the LENINGRAD
Sector. Horth Test of MOSCOY the Germans huve been lorced back for a con-
siderable distance to the Vest of the HALINIH - MCSCOT Railway.
3. AIR QPGRATIONS

WESTERN_FRONT 22nd/23rd.
21 tons of H.E. and 1,800 incendiaries were dropped on

WILHELMSHAVEN., The torn was identified in spite of much cloud and bursts wers
seen in the target srea. 23rd. A Sunderland probably hit =ith bombs a
12,000 ton tanker off CAPE FINISTERAE. 23rdf24th, 145 alrcraft were sent
out COLOGNE 69, BREST 47 Secamminin, Trvo crashed on return., About 4B
enemy aireraft were operating mgainat thie country.

MEDITERAANERN

LIBYA. MAGEUN landing ground was heavily bombed on 21st/22nd

and on the following day. At least six enemy aircraft were destroyed and
others damaged, Our fighters attacked about 25 alrcraft vhich rere landing
end taking off destroying nine of them. Hurricanes attacked Southbound
troop ' earrying vehlcles on the JEDABYA - EL AGHEILA Roed and Blenheims
bombad Testbound M.T. between SIATE end MISURATA. kany vehicles were des-
troyed or dasaged and heavy casunlties were inflicted on troops. 22nd/23rd
¥ine sircraft fros Malte bombed TRIPCLI (L) aerodrome.

FiR EAST

RANGOCON had its first air raid an the 23rd, A military
report states that four enemy amircraft are believed to have boen shot dowm .

MALAYA - 23rd.

Beveral bombing and machine gun attacke were made by enemy
aireraft cn IPOH mnd the PONTOON Bridge over the PEHAK Piver. A petrol
dusp and amsunitlon train wers destroyed at IPOH,

[BORNED.
Dutch and British sircraft reported on 23rd at least two snemy

erulsers, mw-mmw.mummmmumumﬂmm.
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 25th December, 1941,
(1) JAVAL
BRI KOG, One of H,M, Gun Boats was sunk by diveebembing on the
Ast,
(I1) MILIBRX

LIBTL. Our troops captured BENINA and RECIMA on the afternceon of
the 23 and cocupled HEMGHAZI on the morning of the 24th, On the evening of tha
23rd Tith Indian Divielon coocupled BARCE after overceming some reaistance about
five miles to the East, Our operations in SOLIK area and the cooupation of
BEIGHAZI poem to have separated the Oerman and Itellan forees and 1ittle fight is
left in the latter, Purther South on the afterncon of the 23rd a fairly largs
German force, after making a determined stand at ANTELAT, was withdrawing Scuth
West having suffered much damage and a heavy loss of vehicles, Strong columns
have bean directed upon JEDABYA and steps taken to cut the road between JEDARYA
and EL AGHEILA,

MALAZA. 24th, PERAK, No ground contact, Our forwerd troope
were dive bombed constantly during 2%rd/24th and on 24th bombing wes haphaszard
and few casualties resulted, Other sectors nothing to repart.

SARATAE. Large enemy concentratichssoff SADONG and landings being
attempted, KUCHING serodrome dended and all dendal schemes ccmploted 2lth,

B KOG, On the afterncon of the 24th fighting was continuing
with undiminished intensity along the seme line as previous night, A slight
enemy penetration in the central ssctor towards MOUNT CAMERON was baing contained
by cur troops, Enemy bombardment of our positions from aircraft mortars and
artillery of all calibres contimes, Positlon substantially unchanged,

(111) AR CPERATIONS
23rd/24th, BREST, 72 tonm of H,E, ware dropped and bursts were

seen aoross the docks but the smcke soresn prevented detalled cbservation,
LCOLOGME. 60 tons of H,E, and over 6,000 incendiariss were dropped
on the estimated position of the town over which heavy clowd conditicns were met,
13 R.C.AFy and T R N.Z,A,F, alreraft tock part in the night's cperations, Oume
Yow Zealand airoraft orashed, one killed and five injured,
24th, The large tanker, attacked and probably hit by an Austras
14an Sunderland, was again picked up by a Sunderland and was steaming at mbout 12
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knote with a alight list and escorted by a JU 88, At 9,15 a,m, 24th after engaging
the JU 88, Sunderland attacked in fase of heavy A A, Tire, At 10,30 a,m, the
tanker was again sighted et CRTICUEIRA Harbour where she was attacked the same
n.ﬂumu_m by a Beaufort and hit amddships with one torpeds, The ship was finally
beached, One Humpden attascked one of the battle crulsers at EREST and dropped a
heavy woight bomb in the target area,

MEDITERRANEAN. 2%3rd, Marylands attacked a landing ground West of
EL AGHEILA and Tomahawks destroyed 8 airoraft on the ground at MAGRUN, Murricanes
destroyed 8 petrol lorry and 8 other larries on the road 'est of EL AGHEILA, Ldttle
enemy M,T, movement was reported East of this place,

23rdf24th, T Tellingtons successfully attacked barracks and M,T,
parks at VUISURATA, A muisance raid lasting 10 howurs was made on TRIPOLI (L),
Epnemy airoraft attacked MALTA without ceusing serious dmmage and were suspected of
mine laying, On the 24th four JU 88% with heavy fighter escort twlce attacked
MALTA Harbour, One bomb hit a merchent vessel and cme of H.M, ships was slightly
demaged, Three JU 88%s were destroyed and ancther probably destroyed by A4, and
fighters, (me Horicans is missing,

EAR EAST, MAIAYA, 23rd, One of our airoraft attacked PATANI
sarodrome where about 100 enemy aireraft had been located,

ECRMEQ. 24th, Five Blenheims attacked an enemy foroe off KUCHING
and cbtained one hit on a transport and six near misses, A heavy enemy attack on
SINFAVAND aerodrome rendered 1t unservicesble tut no alreraft were destroyed,

DUEMA» Further reports of alr raids on RANGOON on 23rd indicate
that of 60 Japanese bombers escorted by fighters 10 aircraft were shot down for
the loss of three from air Voluntéer Opoup Squadron, One pilot is safe, The
EuA.Fy had no casualties, Unconfirmed estimates of casualties give 400 perscns
Elled, Anti=perscnnel bemba were largely used and damage to the Harbour was

slight,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

27th December, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of the latest

report received from London on the military

gitustion.
Believe me,
Deer Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

S A Aomesadn )

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 26th Dm-hu-, 1941,
(1) JAVAL

Report from HAIFA states that on 25th a British 6,000 ton tanker
was on fire and a Horweglan 7,000 ton Tanker had been severely damaged by fire, No
further details but thought the result of air attack, A navel anti=submarine
vessal was destroyed by enemy alroraft at PENANG on the 12th, Two medium sized
British merchant vessels and cne of smaller tonnage have been mined off the east
coast, The two former have sunk,

(I1) MILITARY
LIEXA. Fockets of enemy trocpes etill remain and are showing

fight in the area north east of BENGHAZI, BARCE morodrome is not yet considered
safe from ground attack, On the 24th enemy columns of M,T,, ermoured cars amd
soms tanks were attacked by cur mixed columns in the GIEMINES-BEDA-FOM! area, The
enemy is still showing signe of 1ife in the JEDABYA area and will urdoubtedly do
bis best to avold being cut off, The pursult is being maintadned,

BALAYA, Enemy troops have reached KJALA TRENIGANT on the east
coast,

BISSIA. The enemy attack on SEVASTOPOL 45 contimuing,

(IT1) AR OPERATION

HESTERN TROMT, 25th/26th, Thirty-nine enemy aircraft were
operating mainly in the THAMES ESTUARY,

MEDITFRRANEAN, 23rd/24th, Seventeen Wellingtons bombed the
landing ground at EL AGHEIIA and ancther one in the vieinity sterting fires, One
bundred enemy aircraft were found destroyed on BERCA landing ground,

24th, Our fighters attacked M,T, and troops in the EL AGHEITA
area, Many vehicles were destroyed or damaged and casualties inflicted on troop-.
Thres Hlenhedms attacked a lmrge schooner in ZOUARA Harbour, probably damaging it
below the water lins, Enemy airoraft dropped twelve mines on EENGHAZI eleven of
whioh foll cutside the harbour,

2hth/25th, Mine Wellingtons bombed TRIPOLI Harbour and also a
Crulser and three Desiroyers ten miles cuteide steering a N, N,Wly, course, Six
naval airoraft also laid pines, Three snemy aircraft were over MALTA for sight
and half hours, No damage wor caused,

(V) A MM division probably from SIAM is reporisd to be concen-
trating in the KRA Isthmus on the rallway between PRACHUAE, KHIRIKUN and CHIMFGRN,

- N ot
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Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambaseador)

A J(aﬁ_ﬂ//é@é{

President of the United States of America,

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt 3

Washington, D. C.

——



Copy lo, _LL
RE U i
UNCLTADED ™
SiFIED R
WETEL N, 52

Information received up to 7 a,m., 27th December, 1941,
(1) NAVAL

MEDITERBANEAN. A Greek schooner arrived at TOERIE on 15th
with enemy cargo and was taken in prisze,

23d, H.M.5, Schooner TIRERID cepsized and sank off MERSA
MATRUH, Ome fatal casualty,

26th, A Folish ship of medium tonnage carrying troops and
supplies was sunk by Usboat northesast of TORRIK, A11 the trocps and the crew
were rasousd,

HAIFA. The British tanker reported on fire in OPEEL Mo, 51
is burnt out, but the fire in the Norwegian tarker %8 undar control and her tanks
ere intaot,

EAR EAST. OCHINA. A Dutch submarine has sunk thres large
transports and a tanker off the SARAWAK comst, A Dutch submarine is overdus
from patrol in the Oulf of SIAM and must be considersd leost, lUnited States
submarines claim to have sunk recently cne transport and one mins=smesper and
te have sunk probably s second transpert and possibly a sea=plane tender,

(11) MILITARX
LIEIA, The pursudt of the enemy by our forward troops 1s being

messed as fast as maintenance problems and bad geoing permit, In the BENDHAZT
mtm-mrmpcmrmugupnﬂmmmhﬂmthnstnrmm
BENIHAZI Harbour is extensively dsmaged but ono mole is largely intast, The
power statlon is in working order, Considerable war materisl was found abane
donad at BARCE, Further scuth owr columns report that there are no enemy sast
of a line from RECIMA (30 miles east of BEMGHAZI) to 10 miles north of HEDA FOMM
(halfewsy between SOLUK and JEDASTA), The bulk of the remsining Cerman foroes
sppesr to be still in and arcund JEDABYA, They are belng contimually harried
and pursued by our mebdle columna, A partion of ecur forces are operating on
their southern flank, M‘ismw&uﬁ-mrﬂnﬂnmﬂlnml-
-ﬁmmnmmnmm.
BALAXA. No further repert of land cperations recaived,

(111)  AJR CPERATIONS
LETRN RONT. 26th, ZFleven enemy aircraft operated against
the United Kingdem of which two flaw cverland,
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26th/27th, 10 aireraft were plotted, two of which crossed the
Cornish agast,

EDIDGRAEAN. LIEL. 2%th/25th, 15 Vellingtons (of which
one is missing) bombed and machine-gunned small groups of M,T, near EL AGHEIIA,
Little traffic was chaerved,

25th, Wrricanes machine-gunned n concentraticn of M,T,,
armoured fighting vehioles and artdllery nine miles to the south sast of JEDABEA,
One of our airoraft was shot down by A,A, fire but the pilot is safe,

BALTA. 25th/26th, Hostile airoraft dropped bombs on the
falard without ceusing damage, cne enemy aircraft was probably destroyed by ground
defences,

26th, Two attacks made, The first was driven off but the
second resulted in the destruction cn LUGA serodrome of aix of our afroreft =nd
damage to five more, One enemy aireraft was probably destroyed by A, A fire,

FAR EAST. MALAYA. 25th, Enemy alroraft were sctive in at-
tacking railway communieations at SEGAMAT (95 miles north west of SINGAPCRE),

(ne enemy bomber shot down by A,A, fire at PORT SWETTENHAM, Air reconnaissance
roported 34 transports off SINGCRA, 68 aireraft at SINGCRA and 33 st PATANI
mmercus aireraft et SUNGEI PATANT aerodrome,

EURMA. Mlitary scurces repert that on 25th e further raid on
RANGOON and on MINNALODON aserodrome was oarried cut by 54 Japanese bombers escortsd
by 30 fighters, Comparatively little damage was dene and more than 20 enemy air-
eraft were shot down, Our losses 6 airoraft (including two of the American Volun-
teer Oroup) and two mere were destroyed on the ground, Further repert of raid
on 23rd gave latest casualty figures as 1,000 killed and 700 injured.

SARATAK AXD BORMEQ. 25th, SINKATANG (NORTH BORNEO) serodrome
was heavily bombed and rendersd temporarily unservicsable,

26th, Jdr reconnaissance reports cne large un:iur, ong dese
troyer, four transparts (one burning) and & mmber of barges off XUCHING, Mo
land operations were obsarved,

() ZNCELLIGEIEE

CHINA, 4 Japanese foroe of approxismately four divielons ls
reported to have moved to attack CHANGSHL in CENTRAL CHINA on 23rd December,
(V) JABANESE TACTICS .

G,000, MALAYA describes the Japansse foroes in Morthern MALATA
as a highly trained army of gangsters squipped with a high proportion of temmy
guna and sortars and employing all kinds of ruses in an attempt to lower the
morals of ouwr troope,



Informaticn recelved up to 7 a.m,, 28th December, 1941,

(I) JAVAL

4 small Spanish merohant vessel has been intercepted in the
Atlantic and is belng sent into GIERALTAR, During an unsuccessful attack by
enemy airoraft upen en East-ccast convey yesterday evening, ene of the sireraft
was shot down by gunfire from the esccrt shipe,

(11)  MILKTRY _
LEIGA. On the evening of the 26th the main German Ferce, with

possibly some Italians, was in position around JEDABYA, vhere it was being harassed
by one of our Armoured Brigades, The enemy artillery in this area is reported to
include eight 105 mm guns, some 88 mm, and anti-tank guns, and possibly some duge
in tanks, Our foross are closing in on JEDABAYA from the North East and South,
Although facilitating the withdrawal of the Italians, the German stand at JEDABAYA
may give us the opportunity to get behind and destroy them, Tireless silsnce pre=
vents us knowing exaot position of cur cutflanidng force,

HALAYA. The situaticn is materially unchanged, although severe
casualties aro believed to have been inflicted upon the ememy in loeal sounter-
attacks, Slight contact has been made on the River FERAK, where the enomy in pre-
paring bridges and rafts,

BEESI4+ The Rusalans are advancing on a broad front Test and
South Teat of TUIA, and are also exerting heavy pressure on the Germans east of
KURSE and in the DONETS area,

(III) AIR OPERATIONS
TR FEONT. 2Tth, A total of 22 airoraft were despatched to

the Nerweglan Coast to attack gun positions near STADLAND, and aerodrome north east
of EERGEN and shipping off EDERSUND, At the ssrodroms, many hits were made on the
runways, & merchant vessel was sunk off EGERSUND and near misses were scored on
ancther, Eight of our alreraft are missing, 27th/28th, 206 alroraft were sent
cut = DUSSELDCRF 132, BOULOGNE 34, EREST 29, a Dutch sercdreme 6, ses mining 5,
seven are missing and one crashed on return, Only ten alreraft ocperated against
this country,

MEDIIERAEAN. LIEXA. 26 Blenheims attacked mechanical trans-
port on the road west of JEDABAYA, and others from MALTA bombed two 1,500 ton mer=
chant vessels in ZOUARA Harbour, one of which blew up, 26th/27th, TWellingtons
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drepped twenty six and a half tons of bembs on MIPOLI (L) Herbour, two hits and
one near miss on shipping were obtalned,

BALZA. 26th/27th, Enemy airoraft attacked the ialand durdng
this night and the following day, causing slight ocivilian damege, One Junkers 82
wes destroyed by our fighters,

AR BAST. MALAYA. 26th, Enemy aircraft made several attacks
on the rallway scuth of TAPAH, Near TAMPIN, 20 miles north of MALACCA, 1t was out
but was repaired the same night,

German = destroyed 27th 1
British - missing 27th 8
27th/28th 7

Total 15

{v) There is cumulative evidenoe that a base for supplying fuel cil
on a big scale is being established at or near MARSEILLE under German control, the
nﬂiabuincamttuthiamtwﬂimlndnmﬂrruﬁmmmhmm
LYON and the RHONE, Reporte of the quantity vary from 27,000 to 40,000 tens, ine
cluding both diesel oil and petrel, suitable for submarines and motor torpedo boats,
Usboate in the MEDITERRAMEAN are at present using SFEZZIA but there is no evidence
that any of this oll 1s to be shipped thore, It may be intended tec use the MAR-
SEILIE area as an alternative supply base for German Forces in the MEDITERRANEAN,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

J0th December, 1041,

Dear lr, President,

I enclose hersin a copy of the
latest report received from London on tha
mijitary situation. It was deted 29th
December, 1541,

Believe ma,
Dear Mr, Fresident,

Very alncerely yours ;

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Freasldent of the Unlted States of America,

Washingten, D.C,
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 29th Decensber, 1941,
(1) MAVAL

Light ferees and two infantry msssult ships returned yestarday
after a successful cperation on the Herweglan Coast, Military batteries were de=
molished and industrial plants destroyed, Minety-six priscners were taken and
heavy casualties were inflicted on the eneny, Five merchant vessels, two armed
trawlers and a tug were destroyed or sunk, Haval casualties were light and army
casualties included two officers and fifteen other ranks killed whish were not
heevy considering the sovere opposition in street fighting, A Dutch submarine
sark a Japaness destroyer on the 24th near KUDHING,

(II) MILITARX
LIDYA. Evening 27th, Alr reports indicate that the enemy in

the JEDABYA ares is obtaining supplics and petrol by sea, Latest reports indicata
that cur ermoured forces are well round the enemy!s Southern Flank with patrols

as far Test as MERSA BREGA, GSix onemy tanks were destroyed near JTDABYA on the
ewening of the 27th, Motorised troops were in contaot with the enomy's North-
Eastern flank scme fifteen miles from JEDABYA while elemsnts seem to have ventured
considerably further into the enemy's position and are reported to have shellsd
transport three miles North of the town, MAdr cheervation report identificaticn
difficult owing to our columns being intermixed with the enemy,

MALATA. EERAE, Our troops have withdrawn to positions abeut
twenty miles South of IFOH,

EUEMAs 4n attempt to dlislodge the enemy from BOKFYIN on the 274
falled, We suffered some casuslties but details are not yot known, This place is
on the Coast between VICTCRIA POINT and MERGUI, thers are no roads to it but there
is & emall landing ground, A small comcentration of troops in Siamese uniferm
ﬂthlﬂﬂ'ﬂlnrrulunulh]yupummmﬂimnbmﬂuinthuunafm-
upper reaches of the MEECHD River,

(I11) AR OFERATIONS

VESTERN FRONT, 27th, Besufighters and Blenheims (including ts
R.C.4,F,) protecting naval units operating off the lNorwegian Coast drove off all
wmmma--mmumn‘m-m-m-wmm
cther aireraft, Three of our airoraft are missing, 27th/28th, DUSSELDORF, 1 /-2
tons of HE, and 11,000 incendiaries were droppsd, Many large fires were started
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in the town and near the railway centres, At BOULXGME and BREST 33 tons, Purats
wore seen in the docks area, 16 R.C.AFoy 23 RoAALF, and 1, R,N,2,4,F, airorafi
tock part in these cperations, 28th, Two merchant vessels of about 5,000 tons
were attacked by R,C.A,F, Hudsens off the Dutoh Coast, One was hit emidships and
the cther was thought to be hit, 28th/29th, 222 aireraft were senmt out = UILIEIN
SHAVEN 86, HULS 81, EMDEN 40, Intruler Cperations 10, Visibility wes good and
results are belleved to have besn effsctive, Seven medium bombers are missing,
About seventesn enemy aireraft ware operating, most of which are suspected of sea
nining in the THAMES ESTUARY,

MEDITEFRANEAN. LIBYA. 27th, Four squadrons of Blenheims sus~
cessfully attacked enemy positions in the RARDIA area. Tomaharks destroyed thres
vehicles and damaged about fifty others betwesn JEDABYA and EL AGHETIA, Twe
Tomahawks are missing, Enemy fighter motivity in the battle area was very slight,
27th/28th, Naval aireraft 1aid mines off THIFOLI (L) and elsven Nellingtons ate
tacked shipping in the harbour, 25 enemy aireraft meds raids on 27th, 27th/28th
and 28th, o impoertant damage pesulted, One bomber was shot down by Hurricanss,

LAREAST. MAIAYA, 27th/28th, Six Dlenbeims attacked SUMIET
PATANI aorcdreme, At least seven fighters were deatroyed and five Tfighters and
thnmdﬂgodnnthagrnmi, 28th, Three enemy airdraft attacked PCRT
SWETTENHAM, One was shot down by Kua and another probably destroyed,

German 27th, Five destroyed, three damaged,
British 27th, Three Misaing

27th/28¢h, Seven missing

Total Ten,
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

31lst Decermber, 1941,

Dear Mir, Preatdent,

I enclose herein coples

of the latest reports recelved from London
on the military situatlon., They were dated

December £5th and Z0th.

=

elieve me,
Dear lir, Presldent,
Very slncerely yours,

REGRADED AA/*Q,(

UNCL~SSIFIED

The Honourable
Pranklin D. Ronsevelt,

President of the United States of America,
WASHINGTON, D. C,
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Following is supplementary resume of cperaticnal eventa covering
the period 18th to 25th December, 1941,

(1) MAVAL
Our oparations ageinst U-boats in the ATLAITIC, West of GIERALTAR

and in the Eastern Moditerranean have been conspleucusly successful, HM, Adr-
eraft carrlers TLLUSTRIOUS and PONMIDABIE arrived in home maters after undergoing
repairs in the UNITED STATES, The aixteenth Canadian Troop Convoy olse arrived,
Heavy edr attacks on the German ships at EREST appesr to hawe beon unlucky and
dnmage probably cnly superficial, At ARCHAIGEL the lce situation 1s becoming
sericus, but more extensive use of MRUANEK can imppove import conditicns, "Hunt"
plass destroyers and anti=-submarine eraft escorted convoys vhich have been running
regularly to TOBHUK and & night patrol by Greek destroyers has been maintained off
BARDIA and SOLLUM, Four or five ships of about five thousand tons are kmown to
have made the crossing from ITALY to LIFYA during the week, A group of U-bosts
was cperating on the convoy route northwards from GIBRALTAR in oo=cperation mith
Fooke Wulf airoraft, and it is probable that German submarines may be moving to-
wexds the Testern Atlantio, There has been no indication recently of any oper=
ating in the Atlantlec south of 30 degrees North, Prisoners state that some re-
fuelled from merchant ships lying in VIGOD about the middle of December, Sevaral
are now cperating in the MEDITERRAMEAN, of which four or five were near ALEXARNDRIA
during the early part of the week, Shipping losses were considerably higher than
of late, largely due to enemy mine=laying off the Enst Coast,

JRADE. During the wesk ending twenty-fourth 949 ships were
mro:_ﬂ.. Imports into the United Kingdom during the weck ending 20th amcunted
to 890,000 tons, including 290,804 tanker imports, lNovember non-tanker imports
ware = for Minietry of Food, 954,800 tonsj Minietry of Supply, 1,099,500 tons,

(11) MILITARE
LIEXAs The enemy, after failing to hold the DERHA-ILZKILI Lina,

attempted to make & stand East of BENGHAZI to cover the evacuation of that Pert,
but later withdrew Southwards, OCeneral Rommel's two-armowrad divisions, comprising
now only some 40 to 50 tanks, are in the JEDABYA area, and our objeot is to btring
them to battle befors they can escape to the West, Our pursult is, however, bedin.
much hampered by the rain and mdd on our supply routes, The enemy is suffering
from shortage of transport and mechanical repair diffioulties, The future of the




ola
battle now depends largely on our ability to transport and maintain cur suppliss
in sufficient volume,

BUSSIA. The German retreat is contimuing on the whele L0SCON
front frem EALININ to CREL, and Russian pressure is preventing the enemy from
oxocuting a planned witbdramal, There is no immediate prospect of the Germans
succesding in stopping the Russian advance and in stabllising the front,

JARAYN. 1In the CHANGSHA area, on the CANTON=HAMKOU railway, a
strong Japanpse forge i attacking the Chinese positions, In LALAYA, the Japanose
advence has for the moment slackened, but reinforcements are reported to be are
riving by sea and land in the KEra Isthmus, Present Japanese strength is estimated
at Four Divisicns and one Tank Regiment,

2EALN. No German troop movements have been reported to sub-
stantiate the mmerous rumours of an imminent attack on SPAIN,

BALEANE. The Gorman rumour campaign is as active in TURKEY as it
is in the Iberian Peninsula, There Bave been several reports of German prepara-
tions for future military action based on BULGARIA,

(111) AIR OPERAIIONS
INIIED KINGDCM, The principal operation was the daylight raid

upon the German warships at BREST, Might bombing was carried out on four cccasiona,
during which a total of sbout 200 tons of high explosive and 15,000 incendiaries
were dropped, Our aireraft damaged with bosbe or torpedoes about 25,000 tons of
enemy shipping,

LEDITERRMIEA,
CIEENAICA. Relentless attacks by bombers and fighters upon ree

treating enemy columne sontributed to their discrganization, Enemy ssrodromes and
landing grounds ware also heavily bombed, eeveral airoraflt being elther destroyed
or damaged on the ground,

IRIPCLITANIA. ZOUARA was sttacked by day and TRIPOLT (L) was
bombed on five nights of the wealk, Wlhutﬂﬂﬂku:dﬂﬂgdnmtlﬁ;m
tons of enemy shipping, Apart from one bheavy but ineffective night raid on TOBRIK
1ittla was seen of Axls bombars in LIBYA,

BALTA. Enemy activity increased both by day and night,

EAR EAS]. Our fighters carrded out one successful attack on an
enemy aercdrome in SIAM, and Dutch light bombers were in motion against Japanese
llaval forces off N.1, BORNEQ, Enemy bombers raided RANIOON, made several attecks
on IPOH in MATAYA and twice visited KUALL LUMPUR aerodrome rithout sausing much
damage, In BORNEQ they heavily bombed POITIANAK and made sharp atteiks on KULHING
and SIMGEATAND merodromes,




EBESI. In recent night attacks, no bombs have fallen on the
town end damage has been sonfined to the docks area, On 11th/12th December, one
bomb fall sbout 15 metres from the end of cne of the dry docks,

HAPIES. After the raid on 27th/28th Bovember, trains from
NAPLES arrived in ROME mere than 15 hours late, Fhotographs confirm various
items of important industriel damage since eleventh November, Jmong them fur=
ther demage to Reyal Avsenal, half the arsenal completely destroyed, Further
pevers damsge to the torpedo fastery, Damage to Alfa Romeo works, an Cil Depot
and to roofing of the Adrframe Torks, A large hole in the roof of the main rail-

way station,
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 30th December, 1941,

(1) MILITARK

LIETA. The tulk of the enemy forces are still in position in
the JEDABYA area with their armoured forces covering the southern flank, Cone
tinued pressure had not yet succeeded in disledging them, On the 28th a foree of
approximately 60 enemy tanks supperted by artillery attacked one of our armoured
trigades, After six howrs fighting our troops withdrew sastwards, An unconfirmed
report states that the enemy suffered 30 tank casuslties, Our trocps at BENGHAZI
state thers are relisble reports that about 5,000 of our gpriscners have boen

evacuated by sea to GREECE,
RUSSIA. On the MOSCOW front the Russians are contiruing their

advance southwest of EALININ, In the CRIMEA, the Cermans and Roumanians are con-
tinuing to attack SEVASTOPOL and are offering strong resistance to Russian attespis
tc land at KERCH,

MALAZA. Scuth of IPOH our forward trocps have made a steady
withdramal in face of enemy forces estimated at one divisicn supported by artil-
lory and tanks,

SARATAK. The Japanese have ocoupled KUCHING, According to Dutch
sources part of our garriscn has reached Dutch BORNEQ,

(1I) AR OPERATIONES
EESIERN FRONT. 28th/29th, TILHSIMSHAVEN, Mo cloud, visibility

sxoellent, town and docks olearly seen, 77 tons HE, and 6,500 incendiaries
dropped, Bursts and fires seen in the centre of the town, near-the Sain railway
station and across the docks, Only one aireraft out of 77 on this cbjective 41
not return,

HILS, &5 slroraft dropped 55 tons of HE, and 3,000 incendier’
Visibility good, target clearly identified, direct hits cbtained and photographe
_!M"mtallnﬂhﬁmﬂﬂlwimhlimmnmnmm
parts of the objective,

EMDEN, umurummﬂwa,mm,mz,mr
incendiaries dropped, Visibility excellent and slight ground snow helped ident.!.
floation, OSeveral burste were seen chiefly in the docks area, On the whole a
very satisfactory night and the best for some weeks, 18 R.C.A.F. and 7 R.A.A7
airoraft tock part, One Cansdisn airoraft missing,
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29th/30th, Bombing operations cancellsd, About 55 enemy air-
oraft were operating ohiefly over Northeast England, About 25 crossed the coast,
MmmhlmwmmrmtmnWMWHWﬂlh
troyed,

MEDITERGAMEAN, LIBYA. 28th, Teather being bad in the JEDABYA
area cur 1light bembers concentrated against enemy positlons in BARDIA, 4 Hlen-
heims attacked tanker near HOUE (L) and cn 28th/29th 4 TMellingtons bombed
TRIPOLI (L),

GREECE snd QEETE. 28th/29th, Vellingtons were sent to attack
ISALANTS Maval bass and oll installationa at tha PIRAEUS, Owing to bad weather
only three sircpaft attacked their primary ohjective with uncbserved results and
8 others bombed the merodromes at SUDA BAY and HERAKLION where the runway was
hit,

BALTA. 28th/29th, 10 airoraft attacked, cne was shot down by
A.A, fire, 29th, 9 attacks were made by a total of 36 alreraft, One German
fighter and probably a second ware destroyed, 3 Horicanes were lost, 2 Blen-
heims were damaged on the ground,

' EAR EAST. MALAYA, 29th/29th, 4 Blenhoims attacked SUNGEI
PATANT asrodroms causing fires and a large explosion, One Blanhelm is miseing,
29th, An attack bty 18 enomy alroraft on ELUANG amerodrome caused little damage,

IETHERLANDS EAST IIRISS. 28th, MEDAN nercdrame, North-east
SUMATRA, was heavily bombed, Report of enemy parachute troops dropped is not con-

Oerman = One destroyed, Two probable,

(Iv) HOME SBOURKTE
Boebing apparently directed upon the NETCASTIE-ON-TTIE area

wus heavier than of late, but scattered, There was =ome damage %o house property
and some ocasualties,

(V) JAPANESE AIR FORCE

Reference summary of Zlst, paragraph cix, The forces operating
from TNDO-CHINA, SIAM and MALAYA have now beon increased to about 500 aircraft
of all types, In addition the mmber of land based heavy bebers in the Pacific
Islands has been inoreased by a second equadron to s total of 24 aireraft,
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