
C•EAT BRITAIN· HSlt~nty Situatton: December 194 1 



BRITISK EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

!>eeori.tler lat, 1941 

Deu.r J.ti•. Proc 1d.,nt, 

I •ncloae herein cop!eo o~ 

tho 1,r~tt rtportc rtG•lved rrom London 

on tho military 11tuo.t1on . Tl •Y are 

datad ?lovo.. ter 23th and Doe• •r 1st, 

1~41 . 

'Bel:.tY, n9 I 

Dear ~r. Proa1dent , 

The .ionourablo 

P'rankl1n O. Roo1ev1lt , 

Pree!d~nt or the Vn1te~ st~t•~ or A.~~1cs, 

•~•hlnJton , o . c . 



grm. 6 

REGRADED 
UN CL I ~ ,,F <;D 

Oopr loo ...JJ... 
•msan=,.... 

JR 6 ,, ) 

211-.1941. 
(I) KDJTW 

J.Jllll, 11» - •till bo.ldo .,... llort.bwut ot EL DUDA. b 

en• raicliJlg column •-• to han oollooted •- a-.. gon-U- ot 

H.UIAU and SIDI CIW\ and wu reoalled b7 - hudquartoro on ~ 

ot 27tho It wu int.roepted b7 our U'llO\lred tcroa1 u reported in IQ' 

OP1ZL ID. 5. 

IIHJQPU. Deserter• r eport that &tter our toroe1 bad att.&obcS 

noar OO!llAll the ottioer •-"''re IlolUD 11e_.-. Bricldo ordeHd a oountor 

attaat whioh bl.a troopo re1loH4 to OU'J7 ou~ In lleet1• patrio.tl ban out 

rood OlllWlA...IZOZO and S, A,A.J', dro:rat't THt.rdq attaobcl .lZOZO uroclr­

and boUed torta and trenohu in thio ..... , 

(II) ill CIJRl,tIQl§ 

'l6/'r11 87 t<>ne ot If.!, and 111000 l.noendiarie• nro dreppod on 

EllDlll, 'lhl.ok olouda -tee! obl....,atiollo l3 toDI ot bcabl _,, clroppod 

011 a;m11» -... baNta wre eeeh in doob. 

27tho llO&utorta attaol:8cl a l,SOO toll _.chant ..... 1 ott Tiii 

l!AOOB and J.att it llatine hearll.T, aarnoam-. •anlc a 2,soo to11 

..... ai and an anti-airarott o.bip ott N= * and H t • MOOlld anti~ 

aldp on l!re0 2 I.I, 109'1 nre ohot down b7 ...... U.. Spittina, .. 

lo•t 3 lllrTioano -. in an attaat on aldpping in BOULOO!B harbow, 

27tlV'28t.b. 98 airoratt ..... aent. outa 86 ot ~ fnol1r!! ng 

ll _,. to lllllBlll><llJ', l ia 111. .. ing and 2 oruhld I 3 -· ot tl>e -

1alllll6 'l6t.bo A total ot 11 equdrona ot Blalll>om and ...,... 

l.an4• re.- attaolm on • ._ tanlca, .- Taldolo• and llJ'r, -

SlDI-<IWI and ~ - tint _,. atarW - -port ~, 

whu. at IL D!lll a ool,.. ot U'90lll'&d ftldoltl - ~ de.....,.. 
and -1-"11' ~oado 

~ 4 lolta llenha•• - hito .., Im"• *" - 1ltll'OLI .. -.... 
... ,._ta. tSgllt •1'1112 .... 109'• - a..&m -·~ 

a and....- a. 4 .. , ... _ ... -..bl. 



,. 

/.. 

/ arm6 211.. • , 1941 

t 

9l!IW, F IT'ft' 26tb.• A 71000 ton 11.im" uocped br a 

deetroJw .. attaobd ~ 2 lllanbli.. ott 11111 (LIBll). 2 hite -. oocred 

on lil>er and ..,. on tile d4•tni;,lr1 ..xi dq tile u- waa ...., to be las in 

tho .. tor )00 )'ll'do trca tile ohore0 

(III) ~ 

Vth/26tb. 38 maratt -• cperatinr o....- tho T!Wl&S ESTUARY. 

(IV) illS Am l(]lCI§ IN IJW* 

eoa.,,. r&iJ> and tloodo which - --· WlHrvi-bh and •­

lllDioaticn d1tt1""1t NllUl.t.d in • al"" start b7 Axl.11 tiler ere - aintol.n1nr 

an inteiio! .. ettort and tlleil' ouualU.. ha'9 net MD °"""'d"• 

In pner&l .tx1o Air Foroeo hPe been lld.nl¥ oaplc)'ed in proteot-1.qt 

their bue• and ouppcrl1Dc their growd tr-. 'ftieir aoticD oeal.not -

neet bu Mn D111!4!bh and ~ ol - book ...... ha• net MD boa"7 or 

pu-tio..laz.l,y otteoti ... 

Both Oenan ud Itoliaft ......ie •- goocl0 Tbe It&ll&n Pic!>tor 

Poroe hu MD ...!lllT ~in HO<R't ol Oenan Jlmbir 87'• and en d41'oDo 

liTe jl&trol waz1t, '!be o ...... lie 109'• ha'9 - ottootive intoroopticn ot 

- dran.tt and -ing ~ tl1&1r - ss•. ol - aor..ir- bu ·-tiMI 

boon'°"'• 
!ho min •-tration of .tx1o &1raratt 1o in tile lllKlllAZI ..... 

""1oh 1o prilb&bJT ·--· 
Tbe ottoot of otral.nod .tx1o ouppl.7 dtuation abou1cl - •PP""nt 

within tho ~ ttt dqo1 in tpit. of libor&l ~ ot - 52 trona­

part ~ to 1-0ft • ttere. 

'!be to:UO.US rel.nt...-nta line ....W I.IBtA al.Doe oar ott-

siw n.-ttd 1 

(.J 0-1 4bolft 25 Jlmker 881 .. -t to C!llUUCA - GRllCI 

at bos1mi1nr ct otromi .. , line o1Doe returmd to .1.1'1111!1 prGbeb17 ow1ns to 

' bcirtoce ot t't>o1 at BllllBUI. 

8- 25 • • lJDfo _,, lrougll\ - CU'll and SIOIL? to ODllllWCA 

but mJcrit;r ct ... i... be.a loet and not repl.&oOIS. 

- be.a -1'Nll, Ill\ - .... ..... "lr -.... 

'"" to -- ._..,,..,.. 52 .. w ..... ..-an - lllfG 
ud ...... __, ..... - w.,. .,.., fod ill Lti.- . , ... ,,.. 
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(b) Italla:u ~ tw ....Uting eq..-- in C!lll/11.IC.1. 

"""' not beiqJ r.culu'lr ..... 1,,.,s, but J'Oint~ato l17 Dn \l.Dit -1&1.og 

'It •lz~ ot all ~ """9 lln'i'l'ed, 

:t 1o belioYod that 2~ It&U&o ~ 87'• have ,.....,i.4 1!UPOLI· 

TAlllA and that • - ot U,.. 1111' have -ed tcrovd to O:tl\ERAICA, 

(V) sqrr1m w H!d 

-- ,..per'_. indiM.to • r..,,i...r no.. ot eu;>plleo -1Jll1 toed 
ard J.oM'U• ml quan~t!oo ot ..n.,.... and -tion trca Pronob llortb 

Atr1oo to L1"1ao Goodo raUod to "rul!lS, tho om! ot ot&MOJ'd g&uc• l.l.M1 

ore n -loedod on to Mtrio gauco rail""I' to O.\JlBZ at r ate ot ono train • 

dq, 1r<a <lAllllZ gocdo Aro Hnt in to LIBV. b7 lGM')' oonvey, 

n.r. 1• no oonft.ration that • roil- hu beon conatnotod 

Jol.ni.oc Gl1llZ witb ZU&llA in LI811. It io - Hpcrtod that o 1-
line 111' puaing 1VJllll b)' -ting Tm!SS.I. "1 tb IUSSARIJll - ocmpl.eW 

on S.pteml>er ?th and that 11Ub1tant1al q,,.,,t1U.o ot lon1.oo have been do• 

linrod to LIB?1 b7 thi• route. 

gnp. 7 29 -r, 1941 

'!!lo ,._ !.1 •itblrawing wot frC8 trontier .,. .. to ... tot bl.a 

troope in Tallllt ..._ °"" &l'llOUl'ed troope.,.. conoontr•ting en _..ting 
bio MMl>9· ., ~ J'Opwto ,..t ot ir-· ot 'betU., 

en - 2?tb poolooto o! - "" •till repcrtod hold1og 
out in SIDr..<11&11 ......_ 

l'lllll&o ll1Pt 27/;i!. IDl!.o&ti- that ·- OJ'Ulle'7 -

~ out. en -.,, :z8tb ottwto -. beiog ...s. to rotm! .., ..n 
poolooto ot - oa !l&ltl>Il ....S. 



OPl'EL NO , 8 , 

COPY NO , 

aHNlijH liJSf sat&I. 
(U .S. Si&!i&TJ 

lst December, 1941, 

II 

(Information received up to 0700/29 November, 1941) . 

On 22nd 1 a merchant raider, believed to be 

Ger ""1n GOLDE1:Fr.t..S (7 1800 t ons) was sunk by a British 

Cruiser about 800 milos south wost of Fr coto1m, 

It i s confir med that a British Cruiser 

sank GerllUln Raider KORUlRANT {believed about l0 ,000 

tons) frol:! rihich soce German survivors were rescued , 

A British sutme<~r.e att acked an eneiny destroyer at 

anchor in Jlcva~iuo sou th west Greece probabl y obtaining 

2 hits . 

Farly this mor ning E-boats attnclrod a 

convoy North of Cromer 1 it is believed OilE and possibly 

2 vessels IYere torpedoed . 

( 11 ) MIUTARY. 

~. 27th. Pockets of onomy rel:ltli ning in 

SIDI OJ.!il!l area are makina coltlllWl:lcat1ons difficult . 

rhe enemy column repor ted coving south of 

GAIJBUT has been enga6ed by our ~t·ll'oured forces which 

destroyed 14 enem:v tanks and ""•ch :nechan!cal t~·ansport . 

Enemy was prevented from oov1Jlll west an<I scattered north 

west and south west . i'he occupants or several vellicles 

surr endered in an exhaust ed condition. rhe battl e rras 

still in progr ess en tbo mornill8 of 28t h and &OU>O 50 t an:<• 

possibly incl uding some dumies driven south east 11ore 

being Chased by our &l'll)()Ured !Ol'Ce8 , 



Part or Itt.l1D.D ARIEl'B Division coaprisin.g 

45 tanks e ncountered aor.ie or our ror cee near GABR SALEH 

on 1:10 rl\ina or 28th and was driven north, A torco hos 

been ordered to prevent junction or these tanlca w1 th 

those proceeding south east. 

At dawn on 28th e.n enooir force attacked Now 

Zealand troops near smI AZEIZ r eoco or our troops 

were forood to w1 thdraw to area ot smr OU.l.R, 

IQfill!!L. Night ot 27th,'.18th was quiet, 79 field 

and 10od1um gunP have been captured 1 or whi ch 20 are 

aarviceable, New Ze&l&nd D1visiona are ceottn.g wtth 

atirr resietanco. 

Wl'.!!l'la· J.ttor herd fight trom dawn 27th 1 

General HASI ,,..,.rendered OOJlll.UI Fortress . Pull 

details IU'e not yet known. 

In XLIN sector, the Germans hove cade 

solOO pr>Sl'CJI r,astwards , The a1 t uotion ::.n TIJLA aec~or 

1a contused 1 ;,ut it 1s believod Gen:ians have mde 

consi derable progrese in area south east of this town, 

North weot or ROSTOV t he Russi ans are counter 

attackiric, 

(11i) !,I:\ 0Pg&T10;;$ , 

27th/28th , 68 tons H. E. 1 including 10 

4 1000 pour.~er•, were dropped at DUSSELDOl\F, Bursts 

were see=> in town and near a r1lilway centre; brge 

and zediun si~ed fires ... re started. 

28th, Hudson• s;mk a 1 1000 ton tanker 

in a Nol"'Tvt1an Fiord and •et ;n fir• An aut1-aircraft 

ship otr the Hague , !!oar llissea were claimed on 3 

cerchant ahips off !lonregian Const. 28th/29th. All 

ortensiva oporations cancelled , 

w;iru.. 26th . In CAPUZZO area 1 HUrricane bo:Jbors 

d1apersecl a 1 tat1onary mechanical tranaport bt.lievod to 

be a s t art oontar enee, d&r:1a&ed Hveral vehielea. 



27th, At a preliminary to an attack by our armoured 

unite , !WlXLANDS and Blenheima bombed the col\lJllll ot 

an&Jq tanl<s and mechanical tr111Uport moving westYiard 

south east of GA!:BllT: maey bits wero scored , .&no th or 

etteoti ve attack was ca rried out against a mechanised 

transport column and a lar ge dUC>p on AKROIJA Road near 

BL ADEil. 

During 26th and 27th our fighter s made 

several sweeps over batt le area and destroyed 2 en.erey­

aircrart 1n the ai r and 3 on tho ground , plus 9 dSJDaged , 

30 lorri es some containing troops and an arl!IOUred car 

were also destroyed. 

Contrnl 1'9d1 t ·orranean. 27th/28th, 21 

lfoll1ngtons dropped 25 tons of bom.bs 1nclud1nG 3 

4 , ooo pounders on Naples, l 4,000 pound bocb is 

reported t o have fallen in Royal Arsonnl and another 

on a railway junction • . Other hits were claimed on a 

torpedo factory and aircraft 1iorks 2 factor ies and an 

oil s t orage depot , 3 oil t anks wor e ignited and 

several other large fires were s tarted . Blenhoim.s 

reported 5 hits on a 5 ,ooo ton tanker in NAVAR11!0 Bay 

which set bor on fire, Near misses wore cl nil!led on a 

8 ,Cx:>o ton l aden merchant vessel . 

(iv) .!!.A.l· 28/ 29/ 55 ai rcraft were (?roportod in 

operation) several of Hhich Tlere cinel aying : 35 flan 

across DEVON and SOUERS EI' and some roached South "ales. 

Ono ""s shot down by a ni ght fighter. 

~. 2?th/ One Italian Bomber, oscortad by 

ll Italian fighters, attacked AUG ILA , Hurricanes shot 

down tho bomber 1 One llurricana mu l ost but tho pilot 

saved. 

(v) Aircraft oasualties in oparations over and 

trom British Isles, Germani l destroyed . 

(vi) Home Security, 28th/29th. Parachute cine 

and bomber nre dropped in BOl!llllSEl' 
1 

DEVON and 

- 3-



.. 

GL.l1'>RGAN 1 but except at a south coast town where 

n parachute "'1ne tell near centre ot the to1m and 

another i n the docks area causing Widespread 

dacnge, casualties were few and daC>age 11as 

slight , 



OfTRL ltO. 9 , 

COPY NO, _ /.;../ _ 

BRITISI! 11.?ST SECR:lT 

(U , S . SO::RET) 

let Deced>er, 1941. 

Libya despatclled 184-0 29th, 

Enelll)' tanks and :r. T, coving wast tro" 

Bir El Chelta w1thdr c• 24stwarda at 1230 28th, 

Heavy engage::ent between our IU'lOOUl'od 

torcoa and nbout 70 enGJ:I)' tanks was talt1ng place at 

1400 29th ntllr Sidi Rezegb; at 1645 battle ·,;as 

still continuing. 

I.rulian t roops in possua1on of all 3 

Oma.re but ene:uy reported holding 1trong point just 

:<orth or Ubyian <l::iar and baillll supplied rroo Bardia, 

Dispositions taken to cut this •Upply line. 

~r lODi range doaert croup still 

patroll1ni in back areas , 

Reported 700 prisoner• cnpturod at Gialo 

our oaaunlties 20. 

~-
En•CIY localit y aoutheast eide or 

periutar captured "1th several hundred prisoners . 
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Tho Hono'.lr~ble 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASHJNGTON, D.C. 

Dear Wr . i'rosidont, 

Deco; or lst, lQ~l 

I onclo!e herein a co9y or the 

latest r•;>o1•t rocolvod from London on 

the military ;i't>.iation . It was dated 

Nov~~~~r 30th, 1941 , 

Dear Mr . Pre sldent , 

Very sine erely 10.1rs, 

Franklin D. Rooee·1al t , 

Pre~ident or tho Uni tad Stntoo of ~en c a , 

Wsshi nston, D. C. 



(I) J&Wo 

REGRADED 
UNCLASSJFIEO 

~ ... // 
&lilER Di awe: 

(6.S . &Edf) 

)0 HoY..W, 1941 

J. Britioh 1u_.l.Jlll att&alred an ·- tore• of oru11or1 aal 

clootrc,.... 791tc.iq an..r-n 'IO 11111• South ot Bl\J.HTO aal olaiM tbNe bite, 

IDE-Boat att.cl< HJ>Ol'W J91terdq a Brit.Uh 3, 000 ten_.. 

oh&nt vooeol aal a ( 7'100 ton) IAzlktt -. ounlt, l;-\>oato "i&in attocbd a ooc• 

Y<tT otf ORCM!R oar]¥ on )0th an! oe.nk another -U Brit.I.oh morohant 1hip, 

(II) mut& 

.lol:UA· >.tter taJllc batU. ....,. smr RZZ!XlH (•ee OP1EL No, 9) 

tho ene,.y withlrn eaetwerd1, There are no roparto ot took ( ?oooualtiea) in 

tb1a •nc..-nt on e1 tho>- 11.dt Wt lD aer... otrioor• and 6oo other r.,b nre 

oaptured, 'the C-dor ot ii.at Gorman V-...d diruion, General RaTOC1to1n, 

no also token priooner by Pin Zealand diruion, 

So tor l, 250 Gorman prioonoro inoludJ.na Sl ottioOJ'I Md 1, 60o 

It.aliono 1Dol"'11ng Sl ottiuN haTe N&Ohod AU!UlU!I.l, A f\a>tbor l , :lOO pri• 

-• -t.lT Itol.ian.s crt at IL!:RSA l!URUI!, 

l\lBI&. In TULi. oroo o Gonion thruot 1o in prcsrooo North 

&&atnrd tonrd• 110SCCJ1.auzu J'llilQI', Strong Rwsoian rHiatonoo 11 contioul.ng 

in ltt6?11f area wbcro RC8?11f itoalt bu 'been rotalcen. 

(Ill) 1.m OP!NU 01§ 

29th. TWo lbloono ~ two sull .. reliant Te•Mlo otf 

Dlltoh oout1 one abip •• badl:r d_..s and possiblJ' dutro,..S. 

29th/30th. All otfenoivo operationo oonoelled, 

.lol:UA· 27th/28th, l S ll1llJ.nctono boabld Dl!l!NA oarodl'-J 

Hvoral &i.rore.tt on gl'OWld WW'e oet on tirt an! otll<IH "-cod, 1'0lll' ot.bor 

• ol.liDgtoM ocored hito on etvoral .. tar vehicles on rood nor .t.POLl.OllI.l, 

Z!th, '1Yo ~uoclrono ot Blenhoilllll and Jl&r;rland• att6olood 

w1 tb good rtlUlte I!. T, llNr llAllWBl and APOU.ONI.l and on Bl!Ulll • TCIOJUlt all! 

IL a.&Zl.a - &lllCI roode, At IL CWL\ - larp •- &1roro1't on Vo11111i1 wu 

dutr.,..t and two ~. 

J'ight.ar oquodrono carried out 1naral •-po OYor batU. 

_, onl;r one - air<lfttt, a IZ, uo, •• ._, and thie wu ahot d..., lr7 

~ whiob al.o mohi-- about ao .. tor vobiolea, Durinc tbNe 

-"- w loot tow a.nholal all! tow "1rrio&Mo, ,....... - an~ 

a1r9nft n... - ---



' . 
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31t.ll/29tb. 34 llolls.nctoao 'lllllibo4 BEICll!AZI berbour, ho •liP' 

_,.hit. ~-al dz.on.ft~ llALTA bcmbed ?l\IPOLI - · Ono._. 

bc:8boT •• dutro714 and otbor• probel>J¥ d_..s, 

(IV) IW.l• 

lotht.os ot 1lp:c , - · 

mm. 2111tb, <took. g,,_ airoratt -i.« nilbood at smt 

IWULllfI and •t tin to • dlap, 

{V) ff F Jlm 

Ono -b no dropped ill clqlJ&bt in !fortbern ll!!LUC1 no 

4 .... e or ouuealt1Ne 

grm. 11 
)0 lt>v-. 1941. 

Lillil to ... oi.Qs JOU.. 1.t U00/29tl> o......., U'llOlll'od toroo• 

ot- ID Z&&L\llD di<rioion in s mt AE:ZEOH UM t'rc9 !ut &llll South !&at with 

objoot ot outttqr lt ott &llll ... irollJ>s it, Ono ot O\IJ' ~ brlcodoa, 

otn~ about 60 tanlco, - llcrth at l.400 &llll -• ropcrted about 6 11iao 

South or Sm I RZZllllB -op.qi ._. et 16L$, Thio ~ brlcodO Md pNY1ou.o}7 

been •tto.cbd 1'r 16 onolQ' - about - "11o ruru- Soutll1 n lost 3 tmu, 

._.......iu •• -. 

CUI> .uppc::rt O"OUP •u vcy totiY• l.Dd euocoaotul 1gd,rwt re• 

ot 2lot 0- atw>mt<I dinoion -ch - at~ 11:11 ?.!ALI.II) dJ.Yision lYoa 

laet. 

C-idcr to Talll1K r eported oleor &llll pooitiono intact on 

g_. ohl.p reported to ban landed oupplloo .... llERSA LID 

bo- TO!lt1K and IWU>I.l, 

g_. t&nbl rotl>ollt<I in .,.... Hcrtb lllSt or SmI awt and -

....- .... .,.. petrolling tllH orea, 

Oil 28tb petrol ot lOlll rqo do~ taroeo ohot "" nbi<>l# 

and ,,...._1 on rood 40 od.ao - ot &al!l!•U 1 othlr petro:i. ... u .. in tho 

.,.... BIJO!ll.ZI, lllllRILI &llll DllU&, 



• 

lllllTl lM lMIAtl\" 

WAIHl llloCTOll. O C 

tece ltr 2 , 1~~1 . 

tear t'r . !Teat.dcr.t , 

I enclose herein cople1 

or the late~t reporta rooelvod 

fl-om London on th• n111tor~ 

o1tunt1on. Thay nro datad 

Uoveobor ~th and ecombor lot. 

ra , 

nu, rono'll"•ble 
nAt.Kl1n U. Roosevelt , 

frc•ldent or the 
t.:nlted :taecs of .~:Orica , 

·••hineton, D.c. 
I 
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grm. rtp. 11 

BRftbJ *61 '~ 
4'i ill. '!Wit!!) 

)() lloTollber, 1941 

.wllil. )() Herr, InteDH ticht.inc oontinuod on 1ll&l.n lrOllt 

IL DtllA, SmI Rll:zm!I, BIREL llWm with - el>!eavouriog to • ...,. 'l'OllUJt 

CarrSdor with stt.ab traa Horth !fut ...S South 17Nt, 

~ ~ - ~ed t- repul.eed stteolt fros llNt 

lO' :14 tam ...S lat.r attooad l!ID'll l>i'l'ilion to East <1 .. tz-071ns 16 O<tt 

ot II' Italian tsllb1 l!lll1S Di'l'ilion wit.bdrtt - tonrde GJ.lll!UT 

puroued lO' 2 ot our colllSlla, 



qrm. Ip. 12 

(I) a1'li 

REGRADliLJ 
UNCLA~;:>tf<J~O 

&iii&& t&i I 

(UJJ. &di) 

On tbe :i9t.b a 51000 ton Brit.1all llerohlnt Ve-1 1n on owtnrd 

bounil OOllYOJ' ~ 'IP attar btitlc t<ri>edoed lo' O.boat 150 ail•• Horth u .. t or 

(n) KI•nm 
.wlla• !luring the t14hUng on 29th Hovta'ber tho ene107 """" 

oetded in oa.,-1nl !L DUlll tcm&rdl evening but n o c!riYen out lo' • countar 

attaolr d""1zlc tbe nJ.4M. !be Italian lr1ete Dintion la bell....S to Jwre 

outterocl .,.."7 caoualt1N on :z9tb, 

In tho J'ronUer .,..., tilt situation 1t being cleared up. 

lllli!>Ul• Central Sooter 1 !be a.,..,. thrust l'l'<a tbe ILill 

Area Oii ua;car hu gaiJ>od CJ'oual botb 1n -~ and Soutb-E .. tar~ direa­

tiont, 1llrtbtr lltr1ll&D ~·· hat &110 been aodo l'loot or la!CCllf 1n the ..,.... 

!«lVO 1'111\0YSIQ!, A new Goran attaok tr<11 tho area TUIA • USLOYA'fl haa madt 

con.!.darabl.e _ ... --- 1n tho diJ'MtiOI> of liSCfllJl.I. - R?AZU, 

'1he tlrrutt i<ut-.rdt toaar4t RIAZlfll bu reached SKOPilfe Southol!a•t ot <JUlL 

IDOtber Genian °""""°" h&a alto been lltde, Ge-al • The battle tt1t IJOSOCll 

et1ll oonU- and tbe o.r.n. •PPMI' to bt at~tl.ns to Ofln7 out an en• 

•1zooliac -..i 1n - tha1r dtnot otunk t&Ut, !heir lairtwrd ed­

t'l-oa tbe 'llllA .,... all'oadT oorioua~ tine.tent tbe U()SCCll • RIAZlm • VCl!<>N:l:mH 

1141-,J, 'lbt Ruoeian - at ROS!'CIV will at lout ~.,.~ delq tbe 

c....., pet- .,..,. tbe RiTw DOii am nl>Mqm~ """- into tbe C&!i::JSlfl, 

(III) AD\ qmu,ngm 

)Ot.b/l.t, 245 .1.iroratt, inclullins 26 hN"7 vere lleopatobod, 

-. lllO, - 501 Ott.ad J, S.a.el•'ns s , i.an.te 4. 19 -. are 

111H1ng and two other• oruhod, but tbo ....- .... ooh, Cooot&l o-m 

a1zwatt _.t'Ul.l.7 bombed a s,ooo ton mwohmt Ye•Hl ott tho r.utan 

z.J.aa!t1 11hioh aa lNt -• •1Dlc1ns tut, I. 4,000 ton n_l..., attaobd 

- • 1-p aploooiall -· - amld-ohipo, -- e.hip ot 6, 000 - ... 

pr a~lblT bi'-



~ · / 
/ - 2 -

.LmJ:A. 29th liovombor, 5 modi um balbor 1qU&droll8 and •­

llzrrioane -· attaolcad oonoentratioll8 ot ll, T, and other mil1torf objaotive• 

near EL AlEll e.rxl SIDI RE2EOll, eovoral tiraa wero otortad ;a ong tho vahiol&o e.rx1 

• trorl< ... bop ... dostro)"ad, Fightoro shot dOW!l two •!lell\T tigbtoro, probobzy deo­

troyed one and ducgod one. SOM lqe &Dellf a1r taru.tione wero reported. 

29th/JOtb liovaber, J5 Tlolliagtona att&olcad the harbour and 

ohippiag at !!Zf()fllZI and 5 others boabad DBl\1" land1ng ground, 

:lOth. A 14&r7land Squodron boabad 1!, T, noor EL AIOI e.rx1 otartad 

a large tire - dumpe, One ottonoivo tigbtar I"' trol of wo Tcaabawt Squedrono 

1ntoroeptad JO .Ju, 87'• with tighter cavor, °""" EL COBI, the;r dootro)"ad 9 onoa;r 

aircntt, damogad 14 otbera and toroad tile d1ve-balboro to jettison their bombs. 

4 Tow.hawks "91"9 loet but tbe pilots are ee.f'e, A roconnai aaance lie. llO na alao 

ebot down naar BARDI.l, 

Central Mediterral>ean, JOth • Blenbol..lla attacked a 4,000 ton 

Merchant Veaql ott UAVARt:t«>, the ahip na aet on tire and the o:rew ware llM.ll 

abandoning her1 another 21000 ton ship •o.a deaagod, 

(IV) !<..A.£• 

Nothing of l..mpcrtanoe to report. 

lilll1l• 29th Hovnber, Enet1Y &irorat't again att&olcad SIDI BARRANI 

(V) AlRCRAFT CJl!!lATW 1.n operatioha aver a:xl l'rCD tho Brit.ilh Ial11, Britiah, 

19 llioaiag, 

(VI) LATE ll!Bl 

'l'he Coaatal a-and operatiolUI 1.n paragraph 3 1IOl'$ bf R,C .A .F. 
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PERSONAL 

Dee r t.U•. President. , 

IA ITllH fMIAl&Y, 

WASHIMC:TON. D. C . 

2nd n eceUlbe r . 1941 . 

'{OU W111 re11iember that &Odle tii·)6 $Qi'.\ YO\ I 

asked rue whet.her I could cet uny lnt'orrrution f r om the 

De r Of'f1ce as to the propor tion of Army .recrui ta \?ho 

were reject~d on mental OJ~ ph.Jli1c,1l grounds ror 

eom:pB!'1son .,fth youi- own figu res . 

I send you R no te ! hflve ju.st J'eceived from 

F.ngland wh1eh 1&, I t hink, sel f -explanetory. You will 

observe th.oJ;L they r ege rd the 1nfor rGO t1on uG very 

conrldential . 

I ruo, 

fil l', Pre &1 dent , 

Yours vei•y s incerel y , 

Thu Hono\.l .i·able Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
?resident of the United States . 



Medical exaaa1nat1on betore entry into 
the toroeo lo the reepono1b111ty of the Mlnlotry 

ot Labour. 

The K1n1etry haa turniahed a etat&cent 

ot which a copy 11 enclosed. l t le l.mpoulble to 

give 80l)Orate tiguroa tot' the arcll;y , which ie 

preewnably what the President wiehed to have, ea the 

etetiat1ce record ell man examJned betore entry into 

any of the Servicee, there being no meane of 

d1et1 ngulah1ng t hoee who aubeequently paaa Into a 
particular aervJce. 

It la not poeaible, either, to indicate 

the v9rJoua d1eab1ll ties on account of which u.en ore 

placed Jn gradee 3 or 4 , which under preaont 

practice are not called up tor eervice . 

The intorc•tion contained in the enclosed 

etotemont , With tho exception ot the definition or 

the tour grades, 1• ot the aoet aecret nature na it 

reveale the nu.::abera ot men who have been examined. 

SOGJe particulars ot thP. percontaaee ot men round to 

be tit have paaaed into the preae , but ot course no 

tnrorc;atton aa to actual nucbera haa been published. 



SBllllll•••~Ull!Ll!(~"!i!!S!llt!'!INP!i~_ M!lf~ 

llOTE OU llEDICAL OR>.Dt!IGS OF RECRUITS UNDP.R 
irA'ttcl'l!Irsll!iV!CtC~ 

Stat1ot1ca relating to the 11edical grading• 

or mtn called up und1r the llatlonal Senice Acta ror 

ell&ml.nation by lledical Bonrda before en t r7 into tho 

Services (Navy, Army, Air Poree or Civil Oetenoe) are 

given below . 'lh•1 include men called up under the 

11111 tary 'l'raininr, Ao t during the throe months before 

thn war began. Thny do not 1.nolude men enteri ng the 

Regular Forces before the war, Re.terv1eta or Terri tor1ala 

called out on tho outbreak or war, nor aCI\ Jo1n-1n5 any or 
the Sorv1cos voluntarily during tho war •• 

Medical Bo6rde olaaalfy man in tour 

Grade• defined•• follows:-

Grade I - mon who, "'1bJ oc t only to auoh 1ninor 

d1aab111 t1os ao cnn bo romodiod or 

adaq..,.tely cot>ponaetod b7 art1r1cial meana, 

attain the run normal standard or health 

and • trongth and are capable or enduring 

phya1cal exertion suitablo to their ago . 

Grade II - 'ihoao who, while auttoring fTOm 

d1oab111t1os diaquslLJ'ying tho:n ror 

Grade I , do not au.ff&r from proeresaivo 

organic diseaae, have fair hearing and 

v1a1on, are or moderate ~uaoular develop­

ment, and are able to undergo ll 

con•1derablc a.mount o f ph711oal exertion 

not involving aovero strain . 

Where • i:an has boon placed in tbJ.1 

Grado solely on account or either dofoo te 

of vieual acu1tr or deform1tios of tho 

power ex.trec.itlea, or both, the letter 

'(a)' tollo•od by the word• "vision" or 

•root" i n t>raekota, wi ll bo inao~ted after 

tho grade, i . e . " G"'de II (a) (vision)• or 

•orade II ( a ) (root)". 

Orado III/ 
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Gr"ado III - Those who pre a en t a uch ma rked phys ical 

d1aab111t1 e e or evidence or paet dieeaee 

that they are not ti t r or t he amount or 

exert ion r equired tor orsde JI . 

Grade IV - Those • ho autfer tram pr ogressive organic 

disease or" are t or other reasons 

permanently 1ncepable of the kind or 

degree ot exertion r"cquircd tor Grade III . 

These men are un.r1 t tor any t'or m ot 

service. 

Arter examination men ~c pos t ed to the 

Services ea required . The figures gi ven below do not 

therefore relate to a particular Service, but t o the 

Services ea a whole . 

8.6. 3 

I 
II( a) (Vleion) 
II(•) (Peet) 
II 
Total of' II(•) 

.t Il 
Total or I .t II 
III 
IV 

GRAND TOTAL 

1!2l!.! 

of meo examined 
the ;erlOd 
to :I .9.41. 

1,876 ,905 
117,126 
85 , 276 

225 , 488 

427,890 
2 , 301+ , 795 

271 ,417 
276 ,960 

2 , 8 53,180 

Percen tage of 
rot.al Examined 

65 .8 
4 .1 
3.0 
7 .9 

15.0 
80.8 

9 . 5 
9 . 7 

(l} Apart t ·r om men who havo been med tc&lly examined , 
25,0 39 men liable tor service who are obviously 
c rippled or have loet limbs have not been 
medical ly examined or callod up. 

(2) No t1gureo are available to show the partlcular 
disab111tJca on account of •h1ch c on hove beon 
placed i n oradea I JI and IV. 

(3) Men placed ·1n Grade III , although l i•ble for 
Service, have not in genera l yet been oalled up . 



---
rn 

BllJT1SK DtBA8SY 
W ASKillC'!ON, D.C. 

Deeembtr 4th, 1941 

Dear Mr. Pree1dent, 

I encloa• hor•1n • oopJ of 

th• l&teet report reoetvea troa London 

on the •111tary e1tu•t1on. Jt •a• 

4• t•d December 2n4, 1941. 

Belt eve 111;1 , 

Dear Mr . Pro•10ent , 

very etncorely youro , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Rooecvelt , 

Pre11aent o r the united 8toto1 

ot .Amtrtcs , 

Haahington, D. c. 



I 
l 

C"1'7 No • ...Lt. 

eq· ;m' tm RCffll 
(Ml UIS&) 

OPl!:L No0 16 

Mmll• To >.Jit. 2r..d De~r. Thl"ouchout lst Decnber n17 beaT7 

!igb~ cont!Jluod ill 11'6& Bm EL HAJIID • W SIWI (three lllilee ll>rtlier eaat) • 

SIDI REZEGll, in which - ouoceeded 1n opllt ti.n, J1mct.1.011 ct New Zoa.l.al:>d 

Dirlai('ll trith TCllRUI g&rri.lon, and torced U8 to withdraw to South. TClUU1X: 

prrUCll etlll hold EL DllllA. BT nigbt l~ Dooembor our oa1n oonoentretiCll in• 

oludiog our .,...ourod for0&0 wea Gii line of track TIOH EL ABED (SHEFFl!llZU to 

EL GCBI) troa whence ~ 111oving eouth ot escarp1DeDta were being htruatd. 

PortiCll of x ... Zealalid Di vioi on qre potrolliog lleet tr<a IEUSTIR ( t ourt.en 

llile1 N.N.1 . at 8.lRDIA) , IrwUan trooJ19 were ole&ring up fronti er area 'llbe"' 

•llOIQ' et111 bQld 8J.R.Dll, care. SCI.LUii • KALf'ill1 and a point eix Ailee N.'lf , ot 

smI CJU.R, By aorning aeeond December our J*trcla were tone.rd on line ot ea• 

o.ri-nt !'1'<111 • point twent7 llileo net of BARDB thr~ a point eix mUeo 

'1.SJJ , or SIDI REZEGH, thence to Et 000.I, Armoured C'1' patrol.a opero:Ung cm 

&nelQ' L, ot c . 1f1at ot ACROMA were auccee11'Ul.1 and deat~ enemy K,T, 

(ll) UL 

Dur1llg tiret D&eelllber, fc;.u~ Blenhem squadrons with fighter oeoort 

bcBbed e.nelll;)" M,T, W tanb eouth ot SIDI RSZEGH at noon, Det.Jlill obscured by 

cl.cud but large tire etuted uong vobicl N , In att.ernoun or.e &ryland aqua­

drcm with fighter aaoort attaclted about three tnmd.red Jil,T, north ct smI 

REZEGH, Bombing••• Tery etteotive, Mll1 Yebicle1 d.e1t'OJ11d• Dump inaide 

BARDD. perialter alao be.bed O.lUling a 'ffl'7 Violent exp'..~!Am and large tiN.S• 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

De•r Mr. President , 

I " .loae h.,~11in t"'o -:op1es 
of tho l~~oe: report: receivec rroM London 
on the nilitary situation . 

&ll.evo ne , 

Dear ~r . President, 

'l!!'::'"J eince~ely yours , 

Tho Honournble 

?r~nklin D. Roo~~velt, 

Pre5ident of t:>e United Ste.tee or Merica, 
'i°ID.s"1!.ncton, D. C. 



REGRADED Bl Est=· ?'GU' 

UN( l /. S ,fo £ ) fdS. &sit-
wzm, '9· 19 

I:ntarMU<:m nct1nd up to ? a.=., 4th 0.0.liber, 1941. 

(I) !W'~ 

1.0rpodoed and l1mlc r..t at ClDAl.ftl!. ?h1rd p.a. Brit.Uh ohip er o..U t.onnap 

mined and ounlc 1n BRlllTOL OIWIHBL. 

( ll) MP,JTW 

e.rea tl"QI BA.R.DIA to tnnt7-five llile• to 1'11t cloar ot 1ne111. Oenu.o armourod 

cua .. ,.. oncoomtar.d 1n !Wllt1f uaa. Niiht 2nd/Jrd. It&lian troopo, probal>J.r 

ir1ttA Di.Uicm N~.,... Bl!t C<UU (oix ailu S<>uth at !Wlltlf) _...u:g )rd. 

Zne..,. aotor tranlport. report.cl •O'rl.Jlc Eut olcmg 111lllll C.tl'UUO (EL .\JlDl.S<U.1.11 

r csd). About fifty 1totor tr.,,. port had NOCMd SISI .IZEIZ and about """ th .... and 

ant.or trauport were fallor.l.nc a tew ail.ta behind, beina: h&ra.saed b7 cur aobile 

coi.... A -- at Ille °"""" - olao nip<rted d1a;lng 1n at EL Gall. 

~. MOSCCll Sector. Iii their North rut and Eut..,.., odvance 

tram the Stotor ~toly S-outh of tUU., the Germane hove farced a ealient 

raacl>1nc tha ~ "'*'1Jle South Eut h<a D.SC!llRA at a point •- tiel>tr 
lliles l&Ot South Saat at TUU . 

ROO'l'CR S.ct.ar. Tbero are i.ndiootiCM that the - rorce• ha"" 
ooved back to the UOA!lROO .,. ... 

(m) Am OffJU.II<JiS 

A s .. urort attaolced a thJ'eol thoua.m ton aerchant. ve•Hl ott 
STAVANOER and Ht it on tire . )rd/4th . No offondvo oponitione ""1ng to wide· 

apreod r ... 

Wiii&• licllt :Ut/2D4. Woll1n(tem ch<>ppod •event.en tall at 

-. on objootives at BE!flllWI and IDll4 om on mot.er ir-pcrt oo tha D!lW. • 

OIR!llll Rood . Rite _., obto.1ned on bllildl."iJ at O!lUCA and '"' th& eoter tr-pert, 
but at Blll'Jl4ZI reeulta ccW.d not bo obool"Nd ow1nc to bod -tiler . 2'14 . ~­

tione .. ro ,..,.raJ,y ,..otrioted b7 rain and low cloud, but S"'th African ~ 

acored bite en t.11ldt np at SAR.DU., and lturricanee de1t.r019d c:no en191 d.rora.tt 

and daa..,S tcurt..n cm tho ...,...i at JEIW!il4 and 1£R.S4 eru:a.L (forth thrM .U. 

South ... t ot .lllll!W'.A) , Durizlc tha11 _..ucma ft loat tt .. liCbtan , 

( 11') .11.ol..1:. 



REGRADED 
UNCL1-.~.:ilF IED 

qm, lb. 2Q 

Deoellber, 

• 

Copy mo • ...1J... 

a1'aaz aet SbJAI\ 

'f&S. §tJQ!J) 

)rd De-•· Ground 1114 air rtconnal.uance in­

dl.c&ta .._in •- otn,,.U. 1n area tr~ SIDI RE1.!0!l - BIR 

CHIZ'Ll (20 .U.t turtbor &at.) EL O<BI • <Air potrola daatr,,,..S ) 

Ital.I.ID tu11a11 l.O .U.. 5crth ot EL CXllI, 57 - tanb """ 8 

ml.et South l!ut ot SIDI BE2E<E &nd - c......,U,,ted .bout BIR 

CHIE'U ...,.. -pd 1 but. "" dot.aila "port.d, 

R019l BnginHn d<lot.royed ~ ditobled "'""I' ta:!lol 1 

&nd NU.mated a t\IMller 25 seen ao badl.7 d-g&d u not to ~ 

turtber d•o-litiCl'I, 

Ne.ft 1n .,... South ot SIS! to IL AD!'ll, &leo l&z'p oaoceatratiOD 

ot act.or -port.a S .U. South Vut ot EL .11)1111 and a l!J"l&t. 

..-,. ot - tnnoporto (~) 41.tpo"ed to - !:oat ot 

SIDI, 3 Blallol.m oquodrcm a!!ectl.~ boobed OllOllQ' 100tor trana­

port.t •-oatntad CID TRICll CAl'tlZZO obtdninC _, hi ta on .otor 

tnnoport.f and A J' ,V•o . 



I 

I 
BRITISH .EMBASSY 
WASHING TON, I>.C. 

rear i:.i• . Fr••1uent , 

1 onclor.e h~ re1n col-it:• of t11e 
tn~·o l•test re1orta roco1 vod rroM Lon ton 

REGR ADED 
UNr-L ~ F 1E D 

~·, 1.ove :ce , 



n °ff' 5 R?D 

&(idl. WWW!) 

OPmL Np. 21 

(I) J&Wo 

:lnl/4th. lletcr torpoclo 1-te and .. tcr ...., 1-te ~ 

4-pd a tnwlAr in an attack aa M--1 .._. -Mb ott Cl.P GRIS mlZJ our 

light ... att ..,.tal.Dod ._"-"and a tp o.....iu ... 

A Polllh - attaobd &II ff0or14d OOm'OT ot t.bno ah1po 

on 2l.ot lloYaber ott MVAIUl«l and oono14erl l 1wilc, 

1,ll') •p1wx 

J.llla, (a~ ot :Jrd, ·- ool- ot tallb and Mohlnioal 

trwpcri..,.. I lllot b'<a C&lll!U'? tc.rdo 11!)(.ISfll\ aid Sll>I J.Z!IZ and_. -

~ qapd b7 - 80blla col.-. 

llorn1ng 4th, ... t ot ll!alSTI!t J,JJ Cel'llOD8 .... ldllod, 4 ...... 

oeptur.d aid a larro - ot MOhAn1oal t...lllport nhiolee doatro,od, 

Pn11U1'1 on WllllO' ce.ntr11 ot r111lt&noo in frontier U"'fta co~ 

u-•• 

(m) m orwrmra 

4th. A 2500 ta> M2'Chlnt -.i _, attoclosd 1'7 a a.ii- Ott 

Southern llJ!UT aid lot\ "" tsn and ·~• 

4th/5th, ill ._.Uc.,. ·•-llod • 

.LlllA· :im. QZI' flchtero aeo troyod 1 ··- a.troro.tt on p-OUDI 

at IWUJE, irobablT aest.ro114 :io aid ~od • tlirth9 6. 

)rd, n-,h _...tione...,.. r .. triotea b7 bod -ther, Ola' 

'--• -otllllT att.obd mchudoal trwport 1,1, ot SIDI RB2BlB oocr1J1s 

- hiu, 
4t.b. fWtrol aid oil 1-Uo -.. ( ,_t) on tsn in Sll111 -

aid 3 - a1J'Gnl\ -.. d_.s on ~ -·-· Report &ca 1d.1Uo1117 ,.....,. 

otauo dur1as n,IJW -p in IL Amil • SIDI ISl'.mB .,... ft dN~ 13 .._. 

airarett, FO'-l>lT -••070d 7 aid duipl u. ' or .... f4hter• ora Ill.Hime • 

...u._ o14111p at 81', OIO'Am - a:JOIO, A tn1n ot 24 pelrol ...... -

~ - ... ..t 2 - tino-. •WW IA "1lJIQ' - · l llonbo.la 

b ...... 



(IV) !W.Z• 
Nothing to repcrt, 

(V) '.Ibo Itoll.IM appear to be diaputing rlth a.,,..,,. °""r ITA.LI11 

obue in Ro>ee•lan oU. tho :rt&llw eoaoplain that their reoont egrood quota 

oannet be dolinred (?ao) 0.ruM are ro!'uo1ng tanlc oor faoilltioo, lloo.nnhila 

the ••• rcute m DARl).l.N!?W!S hu proved teo oootzy to be florkable, 

I1'.ll.r•1 oil otoolcll ar1 belioved to be virtUA1]¥ -ted 
and lll.niJma !apart roquir-nto to maintain her ..,. otrort ore Olt.!Jloted at 

100, 000 - a month, Deli...,.101 tl-oa ROOll/.NIA ban dropped fl-om 1101000 tona 

in Sop- to belolr 801000 tone in October and indiootione are thet they rlll 

tall ITOD lower• 

(VI) '1'he Germani are Mk1ng ~ and IDCI'~ uae ot produoer gas. 

'.lboJ' haTe announced thet in a.,.,......,ontrollod Europe, 150 thOUUnd lorrio& bno 

alroedy been titted nth generotoro and thet plane are in hand for eomerting 

~r coneiderable mabere. More tagricultural tra.otcra and even can$.l barges 

are alao being titted rlth genera.tore. In ROOUANU, Uothane gas 111 being do­

voleped •• a orui>ltitute for oil, 

(VU) lll§m 

!here ill reaaon to bollevo heavy Russian at tacks have been 

mode in DO!ETZ Balin. In ROO'IW aree the Ru.&oiens have poaaed retreoting G­

oan forO<t to Ri- llIW Horth or TAGA!llCG, 



gem. no. 22· 

(1) 

REGRADED illiiil--­
UNCLP~SI FIED It! a '?JIT!. 

Jll!AI.. 

l or 11.u. ArMd Boarding Vo11ol1 h.11 been dl.Mgtd or eunk 

b9t9Mll J.U.DD4ri& and tobru.!t. ,...nl lu.rti•ort hav-e bet.11 re1c\Md. 

)) 1univor1 t"rC9 a Mdiua 111.cS Brltieh lirtrdlant Vt11ol t:ert l&ndtd at 

Madeira on 4th. Ttlt 1h1p ae.t in a Southbound .ltl&ntic convO)' and ... 

torpodood on )Oil> !f..-r Seu th Swth Eut o! hore1. 17 or .,..,, are 

mi11ing . 

(ll) r!ILITW, 

"1m· 
4th. OD 110rnin1 ot 4th 1t1t11¥ attao~:itd El ~• t'rom Heat 

ar>d Sout.h llut and ~ .,... or 11r El Huld and .. ,... rapul10d with .,....,. 

caaualti ait . This attack was rontTtOd in the attornoon by enemy infantry 

""Pl>Crtal b7 1 heavy -..-nt and •"""1 aucceedld Ill gojJl!n, • !oot.l.na. 

Countor attack, supported by •t• tanks , ntook eou ot the cround and a n.1gbt 

operation, ·~ to fteover l~ of our (? dle•bled) taDY.a, reat.ored the 1Thole 

pc><11Uoa. 

So.::.e att..rnoon cno of our armoured brigades e.nd an Indian 

br1pde Ill an atteck on El Gel>! 41otr,,,..S 15 l.anl:» or i.rut. l>1¥1a1cn an4 

150 lf.T. : /,00 Itall.&n prlaOMro, 2 aedi"" b&ttoriu and 5 anti tan!: gun1 

"'° capt.Qrld. S~ pll""" or anel07 l\lol..,.. dutroyed and 55 supply lorries 

and weh llll:Nei t..1on t&ktn • 

An enomy col uan or 30 tank.t and )00 .T. probably or 15t.h 

- A.-.racl Dirlo1on , -108 !utw.nl1 alon;; Trld>-G-uo - enf:'.llpl b7 

1 of our aobile columna. 

Purtlwr repor t of n ... Ze&l.and act.ion 1 ••t or !\tnutir g1¥•• 

100 Qenrana ltl.Ued , 100 prieone.1'9, .aat)Jr It.allan, taken nm! 2 ta:nC lmoo)".ed 

out. t\lr ca1ua1Uu wtNI 9 WO\Uldld . 

Tot.! prUonen Ill Tol>1'lk are """ S) o!ticera and ahcut 2,500 

other rank.I , approxillately 40 percent Otrmant. 

IM1on 1.roo;>1 in their recant operaUono in Sidi car area 

captured S9 guna or all t:rpea . 

llll.W&· 

Uoacow Sector. 0.nan forc4"a ha.,t •it• a tll ht. local 

advance near n1n. 
C-ral Sootor. ll4twci Tula and K:.in~ t..'1e OorMtll have 

Md• •- ""''"'' -· Yelou. 



l'ap2 . 

(Ui) AIR qp+TR!§. 

At dwlk on 4th Hud1ono hit and probt.blT dHt•O)'od 1 2, m 

ton W/V orr No....,. 

St.h. Hurrieon1 - .. Ind 11'!>wre -pd '"""'1 oout.al 

"'Ml.Iott Nonhn•t Prance. ~ U,E. 109 .. d11if'01ed. I. lfurr10UA• 

and 2 Spit!1H1 , ..... loat durinc c11.7. Off Dutch Ccut Be1utlld><on &upd 

a •Dill ahip &nd & Hudaon pt'Obably 1ank a traulor . 

Sth/6th. No boolbinc 0:>1ratl<lllo . 

J.an. 

)rd/4th and 4th/Stl>. ~t~t dro!>I* a total or 7' tont 

ot bomb-a on one!Q' COT'.1¢entration1 El Ad.em a.re.a o.nd 1\.Cl.rted 4rae t1rea. 

4th. 11 Blenhel.u IUld 2 aquadrona ot llarylands attacked 

trenaportt tut or Sidi P .... .,,. I.arc• !!HI "" tt.ari.4 and tltl'loaion .... ec1 

pang about 700 ll. T . ~ ?rigb-Ca,p.iaio South of o.abut.. 

Acting on 1nfor11&tion t'roa ground 10\U"C•a, 2 S.A.A.F. 

To=ahawk aquadron1 aurpriaod , over El Adem, a to,...tton ot dive boaber1 

••corted bJ It&U&n "4bten. In •nwln&: tight, 6 JW\ker 8? 1s were d•atroyed, 

l am:! l Fi&b-Wr ~ <!utro,ed aDll 5 J\Cker 8711 ~· no ca.ralUe• 

to Ta::ahlm but 2 collidod 'lhtn rttumizi;I, both pll<>tt -ed. 

4 Tocehonk o.nd Hu.rricane Squadron• 1.tlterceptod a tonDAtion ot 

JWlker 871 a eeoorttd by C'.erman and Italian Fight•r•, about. ?O all told, 't'hich 

wre attacking our g:"CIWJd !'orcu 1n SW P .. ieF area. tbt diTe ~r• nre 

forced to Jett1.aoc t.heir tio.1>11 oce J~r 81 and 8 :Fishtera nr. d11tro)'9d, 

cnt J\lnQr 87 and S Fighters probabl)' c1 .. troy<1cl ond 6 Fi(!lltero dulpd. Our 

co..1\l.8l.tiea ono Hurriune and two To:ahl\uks, t w pilot.. safe . 

(h) 

(• ) 61rgraC1, W!.M.ltita in cpont.tsna mr tnd pyn lrr1t1eb Jllu . 

O.r.an ·one, Br1t11b • 1ix. 

•.xi-mion or f1-tnch ilr }~~, the tint. line •t.Nftlth or 'llhicb bu increuec: 

rroa about 850 airora!~ on ln Cotobtr to a.rl)' 1,000 on lit l*tar. 
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.loWA· 
5th. Q.lr mobile columns operated throughout tha day harassing 

the enemy with great aucceaa eapeoia.lly on Tritch CO.?JllO o.nd in oroa Sidi 

Roe:egb El Adom whero ho is concent rated . One of the!;'! rotwiied with 

lOO priaoMra harl.nt dea-troyed 60 enemy 1-f.T. &nd a foMo.rd supply depot. 

ln the evening, an enemy counter atte.ok Horth or El Oobi TJU repuleod. 

l.00 Infantry t'.nd 150 H;t', were engaged South of 61 Dud.cl by our 

o.rtilleey, machine guns and aircra.ft. He.o.vy Cl\aualties •ere inf11etod and 

col Ul::l:Da scattered in contusion. 

5 Dive bo::t.bera wore shot dorm by ou.r gTOUtld troopa . 

6th BatUe r eported in procreaa at 1100 botveen our armoured 

force and 15th 0el'T:6Jl Armoured Division l2 r:iilee llorth of El Oobi . 

5th. Reoonnaiesanco roportod SS enemy aircro.ft at Oaz.&la aerodrome , 

50 , mostly f ight.ore , at t!.e.rtub&, and 70 at Dom.a . 1000 diapereed 11.T . 

20 mil.ea floa t of &l Ade:a and ovot- 1000 U. , •• South ot Bl Adoti . 

Hurricano Bombers ca.de t iJO effeotivo attacks on I!, T. and troops 

on 1"rlgh Capuz20 . Severe dust storm prevent.ad eediWl bomber operations. 

19 T~ .. crka interoeptod ;35 divo bombo.ra oacorted by JO 

mixed fight.era a.bout to attaol! our t roopt nMr tl Ade.~. l~jority jottieonod 

their bombs . Toir.&h&•l<o destroyed 17 divo boo>bora and 3 l'ightora , probably 

doetro7ed J dive bo=l>era ond J t1ghtore and clamaged l divo bomber and 4 

fighters . 4 T~wka •teaing. In turthor air fight., one Go1111M 

tighter vaa dtatroyod and one ltalia.n a11d 3 Geru.n N.ghtors d11Cagod . ho 

Rurricanoa aiaaine. 

Sth/6th . !ieathor J)revent.&d heavy ~r operations . 

(t 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Decomoer 8th , 1941. 

Dear Mr . Preeident , 

l enclose herein copies or 

the l ateet report received f r om London 

on the military si tuat ion. 

aelieve me, 

Dear Mr . Pres i dent , 

very sincerely yours, 

The Honouraole 

Franklin D. Rooeevel t, 

President of t he United States or America, 

Washington, D. C. 
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QP1'!!L ... 24 (") ti\ 

w-t.i•• nodnd \IP to 7 .... 7tJi !loo "'•• j 191.l. i; g­
CI' '):> 

(I) JAW. U_.: 0 
Air ttOonnall-- nported at ) . 15 a.a. 6th two JapabNO ::' ~ 

rr ...,.,.,.. ot i5 and lD obipo reopoot.l-.J.J, NOcrl«I 117 Cnl1Mra and llootro)'eN, L 
ott POOO C.lllBO (CO:IWI CllJlll) ·-.. 2'IO doe•. an. Contoot bu 11- bolo 

:i.t and ... lllrt.bor -• u 71t ...u..111e. ~ ...- boord1ng ....... 1 .. uonoc1 
in 71oterdql1 .._,. ftl auzat b)' torpedo .UONtt. She bed on 1-rd )()() 

Brit.1.lh WOW'dod a.B'i lOO pr1aoner11 ot nr. 201 per~ were r escued. A •Mll 

Brit.lab -•hint noeol wao •unl< ort CRtlCDI laot night, probobl¥ b:y Ill.no. 

(ll) MU,WftI 

J.IE'A• 6th. Preosure b)' our .. ldh colJmia ._. -.int&lnld on 

tho wllole t'roat MRl>IA • BL AID and eloo oo tho •- llnoa or o-Uat.lOD 

hi ,...... ~i&blo lou .. were Lr>nioted. La!Aot re-ta indiooto thot tho 

•- bu -•trel«I hie t°"""a South ot EL .\111111 and 1o ~ South Solt to­
ward• SL OOBI 11b1oh 1e hold b)' ..,. lo"oopo. 

~. Oormon pnoeuro on JJOOOal u contillul.ng. 

(m) ilB grwrm;o 

6th. Spit.tires _1..,.)¥ ~ otaroge eiota-Do and Wild• 

il>g• at two Aloobol l>Ut.llWi&o 1n tho Cl!Z8BO!JIO hninoulo. Sia1.ler wrpto 

in tho OOl&llUt .,... -• al.lo attocl:od. ID Ol*'•tiono ott tho Narwog1ao Cout, 

a lbilon ol.&1Md hit.I Ob & 71500 ton MrOhant 'nllMl an1 Beautorta probtlbl.t 

hit.a on • 41000 ton llOJ"Obant veaaol aod • $1000 .ton tanker. 

~. Nothing turthor to rq OP'll!L !lo. ~. 

gm•r MmITIWN'• Sth/6th. 20 Uill.ingtona att.MDd 

IW'lllS tcr n.. ......... 0.... ~1/2 tcma ot - -- droJlt*I, - 4,000 

pamador1 owt.lJac a W... tire 1n tho torpedo toot.o17 and other bcabo tallibs 

"" tho ar-1, &1r t'ruo worb and tho rail..., oontre. One or ...,. &1roratt 

s. 91.••1.Qs. 

(IV) ~. 

llAIJA• 5th/6Ua. About :ID _., opp W tho Ialaad 

.,._ a pn'1od ot - -.. ~a or...i "'" - -11or - '-• 
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(v) •mpsqt QMJJ+LM ill operatione over &nd troa the 9riti1h Ielaa -

Ger.an 1. 

(Vl) 

loc_,tiYH an! 1'0W.,. etook, 1ncJud1nc tMJ< ... -. rlll help to ..U..... the 

1:r..._t oituaU... ...s ... at c......., ..-. Gptoitatioa. rt coaNne in­

n- reparta that tho whole railwq 17l'taa io tho a..ltic Stat&• has boon or 

rlll ·~ be oo.,..,.tad to et&ndard a•us• an! al•• tho opinion that c~Nr 

into.no t o oon••,.t tho 8&10P ot all ralllf&l'• io oooupied RUSSIA. 

(VII) 

111llt&r7 NOcrte on t.be R.,.men1an - H.mcar.1.an HOtiOG ot the route whio.b iJllio .. 

etae the d- ot .-t in ll!l&&Rr .m ll(Xlllllll.l. 

orm. lfql 25 7 I>eelDber, 19a 

Ropart U.. 17/J) G.ll. T. ta!.,- tr.. C, in C, Clill& U..at 

Jepai:eae _.. at~ to land 0-C. 5 llhipo at IOlll 8IW!ll (Oii !l!.at Cout ot 

llAI.IIl 1-d.!.atalT ooulll ot SIAll !!llilA &Ollt.la',) 
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mm. 

BRIT1SH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear M.r . Preaident, 

I oncloee heroin • copy ot 
tho latoot report r.ce1vod trom London 
on the military situation. 

Believe mo , 

Dear Ur . Preaident, 

Very sincerely youra, 

Tho Honou nl'blo 

Pr·eatdent ot the Un1t.od States or America, 
waehington, D.c . 

I 
I 
I 



T M'S ''D'T ,, .. 
Int--.'1cm NCe-ind tQ1 to 7 .... S Dia 111:•1 , lMl. 

(I) ~ 

.f.IQ.ll.m, At 20)0 C ,II. T, 7tll ll! airer art att.alted SI!ClAl'Oll 
but no rep1UUOll oo llrnl d- ... 4-, In att&4t on P&IJU. HIJ\BOdt ti. U,S, 
latu..hip CKUID& MP"'-'• a clu11<11w 1n tho doclc ... bl.on llP ml U,8, 
lat tleohip TlllJSIBll, a dee~ ml a~ WVO Mt OD t'1H, 4 aarodr.-. 
._. atteobd ml ........ ml - J./O Oil tho ...,.m WVO Mt OD t1H, 1l>o 
- ototiono -. &loo hit but not ropeUUoo not put out ot ooUcn, lfMo7 
oa-1- to por-1 '" •-NI. 1 ~ an! at lout 2 - A/C 
-. c1utr01'04. 

•me•w•, ()i atternoon ?th• naftl a1.oo;1 w ~ 

_..., b7 - &DI .. - ~ -..i ... 111.ood in 'l'Clllllt --· 
Oii lot a lll'ituh -1.ne &&n1< a 2,JIYJ ton Italian ohtp 

... th' 1, about 6' llllM ll:rth ot nJf!ELUJUA. 

J. Onod!an OOl'fttilo hu boon - 1n oOl.lllioo 1$0 ll1l.M J .. t 

J. ..Sim oiwd llriUoh -t n1ael. 1n .-t.hbouul o-t&l 
- ... 111.ood ott - Clout Oii _,,_, 7tll, 

(n) yymnx 

MD· 6t.bo 1l>o l5t.h c_,. ·-D1'11atoo •-pod i., tn.­
taotrT llOft &piilot IL GCC tr.. tho Harth WHt, :U.t o.....,, &rllOUl'ed lli'rioicn 
nth ,,_to ot It.allua .lrlett d1'11aioo - at Jlltl lut ot IL J.IEI with 
a Uno ct dllg-1n aot1-tozllt S- •trotohing •outh towarda IL 0081 bot..,.. 2 
u z.s dines-, In .......s..s tho·- ("""9t on•""" cn - ct - r ...... 
u- wot ot IL 0<11I but 1t clj4 not -lop, 7tll l.n tho ~ ,._ -, 
;robohJT ~ both l$tb &Oii 2lat ............ d1rtai-, .... •Ull ..... lod 
... t ot IL OCllt, a~ bti.as qogo4 b7 - .._.i &Oii _........, trocpo, 
Tl» - a~ to be OD tho dett .. 1n, In tM fro..U. &rM tM - ... 

1Ull bo.Jdi"I a dohaded - ...- MJU>D., a ....... Point be- SCWll ud 
J IDI au &Oii llUIJ.D poo1t10Do Patrcla tr.. taJtoi: Joined 'II> •t SIDI JllZl:)H 



/ - a -

lo Ol!ditsoa • - ot - ... i.aJ.ollll -- .... .r....i 1D ... ..... • - -·i.. n.tsoa and .... bolnc -w. Dul'lnc 6th - - .... ... 
~ ooi- du!ro194 ~ It.iian tam, .... 100 -1oal -pcrta &DI! 

• oc:mplote - artUlor7 battcT. aoo lll'io- -- tokea and 90 Oe,_ 

ldu..t. 

Ull• It appearo that lot la_.. attaok en IO!ll DHIJ\O 

- repulMd bu\ ~ the - trcopo ..,.OM4a4 1n 1-llnc ...i .... 
ra~ l.ntillraU.,. tonrda -ootr 

and Ah 1...-. 
..... FillLIJI> and ll!lfINlJW) Saotcr. lfo choi>ge, Conlral 

Saotor, Suoh olicht l'l"'ll'ON u the 0......,,. bne lllda 1D t.be1r attaolc oa 

llOOCal bao boaa 1D DllI'DIOV .,... due llcrtb ot tho oapitai. lleot ot llOOOOll, 

tho poe1t1cn ....W unolw>c*I, ~ t1ghtJ.nc ocnU-. 1D rou ....., •h ... 

!tuooiano "" ottorlns a-.i reoi•-· 'Ibo Ooran tllrut -...S. liOOCGI 

- to RIAZB • vt110.'8ZB 1'1111-~. and a al.!Pt-..- bu -

-.!a -ii> -t ot 1111ZB, 

laat South But ot ( ?) tho - brio p!Dld grouaS 1D tho 

.UZ..Ot1on ot Dlll15, UERAI!ll, lfo obanp em1pt ia extrem eoutb, whore Rul• 

eilzlo ban OllO-td 1a puM1ng bock tho 0- tJoe RCll'lO'J to A line runn1ng 

aartb and aoutb Jlllt laat ot ~(2l).llll00, Thero 11 ac Warat1oa tb&t o.....,. 
ban :ra\ abur1-.I 11.ao or Ri- llll)S, CRlllll, lfo obonge, Preee,.. OD 

SBV.&STOl'l:I. bu Ill' o'rh]T euad u .....W.t a.I' oporat1- in RCll!OV uctcr, 0-al. 

"- - •t~t to OZIO!rolo lX:SC!ll baa .. little 1""'8"••· ~ to 

Ruaaiam baT!.Dg - abl<o to e:r,>loit tba1r N>oeeo at RClll'Ol1 the Oanon -

to C.\lKl.&SlA baa bMn tlrtbar poetpcaod, 

7t.b. .\n 800 ten -..h&ot -aol ott Dutob c-t wu attacllK 

by lblo- and lott oink1ag, Dllring ottanain operaU- ontr !lort.lm'a -, 

in wldob l 11,C,.\,1, ml l 11,N.Zo.\.J', Sq-.., took }lG"t, - t1ghton attacllK 

tho DDl'l'I - at&t.ion, l Spitonz. 1.a 111.aotnc, 

?tb/8tb, ~ .\~ _.. ""' out - AJCJEll m , mzsr Jlo CAL\ t'l 

4, CS!SJI) 23, llOl&llll ZI, BOOI.<Xllll 19, and laa.tloto (llJWJI) and PAAlll oraa) ) , 

~· 6tb, 2 Squodr- ot ltARTU."IS ...s 4 or m.anhoi.M ... 

AGlold -·••11 lr6nlpc:r'9 1n IL .IJlli1I ..._ bbl tall - e l!l'O\IP ot tanll. 

tam - 11111 IVf, Ono Bl • .,,,. 1a 111aotnc, llS/.O .I'~ •ttloW lVf " 
i:aua-TCB\111: ....s an:1 &1rcnft OD tho croua1 at u. 'l!!IllI, ' or w111o1o .... 

~ """ •o t1cbWe .... ~ - - ot - bol1 •14 aah, arrs-..... 
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-bint gllMOd Jl!DA BAXA landtqi _...s, d611>'"'1z>c 4 • ._. d.ror&tt. and 

4-c1"17, ) ltrrioanM.,.. ldu!qi. m...hoimo oocred irobal>l8a Cll barroclcs 

at 11111 (,.,.....,) , l lleau tl&ht.or 1'o &loo "JlCl'ted loot, 6tlV'ltb. 11•~­
tcma ude 2 he*")' at tooltl on otau.....,. DOolwlioal l>'aMporta on BL Arel • 

il!RJIDI& • IL GAZ.I.IA ~· oauatqi 11&111 nr.1, 
l:aUJnctoDI attaolrod 1\0!'.U. anen&l at !wu:s ~ 13 i­

of bcaba 1n • ro.1d '11>1oh luted ' l/.! houri, Piro• -- •tarted 1n tc'g•t 

""", 1n doob a"'1 1n r«l lWlll' oontne, 

(IV) ~. 

(V) A/tJ ouualtio• 1n operationo ""or and l'rOD Britieh Iolo•. 

Oriti.lb - 1 .Uaiqr. 

(VI) '!hi total .....i- ot .T•PL""'" A/tJ 1n 1'renoh IlDO-Clarr. 1'o -

about 3SO, Apiradmate4' 100 "" 1n llcrth and 25() 1n South. f'ightoro probdb]¥ 

do not exoMd 100. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

De6-r llr. Pr.aldent, 

Deco bo r 11th, \941 

I onoloae heroin copi es or 

tho l• teat ropo~t1 recoivod f~Olll London on 

w m1l1tar7 1ltuat1oa . 

Believe mo, 

Dee.r wr. Proo1dont, 

Vsry a1nctr•l1 youra, 

~ 

TM Honourable 

Pr&nklln D. Roo1ovel t, 

President or the On1ted Ste tet ot Anor1oa, 

'ff• ehington , O. C. 



REGRADED •=" us 
UNCLAb::>lFlED 

period lloc Uber 27th • 4th Dloellbel-• 

(I) J1W1o 

1-bo&ta-. acth• off IA•t Cout ...S our U.T. llfo ...S llotcr 

GUD Boats on 3 nJPto &ttacbd B-11 oats and "'-I E.-t of llorohont .i.tpe 1o 

S-ta of - wit..b 1-lmi• r.oulto, 

l:xt.Mh• - ancl air ....... ,,.. ha .. faiJAd to lOO&to &IV ..,.._ 

bn ••• no sulmarine aot1'fit)' on P-brtb Atlantic oorrvor r®t.1 

and 11-8a&to ... - ••-•tnted 1o an .... Sa•t ...s 1i.1t or G1t....ltor, At i. .. t 

tour are OJ>91"9.t.i.nt Jn South AU&at.J.o. 

Qr ohippl.ng l<>eMo tbouch -'>at hoarier than of lots _,, 

...s.r.t., Ar.port bu ..-tJ.y bem> -.h.S \hot tllO mdim eiMd Brltiah ..,_ 

ohant .. -lo on pu- on ~nt ....toe h-oa IW.'lll to GimW.W! _., Olllll< 

bJ' a1ron.tt ott 'IV!IISIA OD - 14th ...s l.Stb and t..bot l'l'aocb Mvol W>ita 

p1obdupWM'i ..... . 

Ml• Durios tha WH k •ndinc llooollbor )rd '172 ohipo .. re ooo­

YO;red. Import. 1nto U, I , during .....it tndinc liov•bor 29t.b wre 001 a1111on two 

- too. •biob 1Aol•• 358, 719 -- 1-'t.. 

(ll} mwx 

l;&. 'Ibo ..._ .... O\'idontl.T ourpr1Md bJ' our prool.IJW>u7 

-. ...S Oonttal -111 .,_....., t=•• ...... lrolAiht to bottle and a great part 

ot tll.a dutzo07'd, 0.. otbor bond tha flcht bu been bitter ...S oaoual.t1oa haa-.y 

and •llMO' _. able to cut tomtta'. corridor end rooonoe.ntrate tbole part.I ot two 

a......, ..........., dirioi- whiob ourrim nrot 14 dQ1w or oonpetgn, 'Ibo oppoa.t.or 

r_. - - ran.a aport aitbaut • d..U""° bot.or r.aobod both r....,.. t.ri.Dc 
t~ ~ ~ to • .tandotill. _,_ - patz'ol and llObUa 

ooi- ... ...,.t&ntl.7 banwa.t.or and l.ntllot.t.or lo- us- - prior to -

pbue or o,..aUOM , 

llllm• Tho •1-tion 1n lllS<lGll oootcr •till gi .. • ._ tar 

amcHV• 'Ibo a- - 1aiood P'0\11111 at t..br.o pointa (a) at XLill, (b) rr.. 
... t of oit;r, (o) llUt ot TUU, 'Ibo J.ut .....i ot t..btM 1aioo a t..bo -t -1-

tor not cmlT Mo 1' out Wl!DIA ....U.., ( tbolaib DOt tbo -. 1apcrtant IOUll1a• 

IDIAll "11- llr"*' - 1ut) blr\ .i.o u r- .. •h ,. ~ -



1, 

( ' ' r " .,. ' , 
- z -

ll> tlla• bu - to - ·- thaoch .....,,,. -
- tars l.at.o dM'p drina -ell ~ ~ taot -•ta, -.1a1> ,,..11w-
oonU..- •-..!T and - prccr- -••'27 alow, In llOS'llW -- the 

luadan - att.ok -· T.llll.!IUD 1Ao ot great !Joporta.noo in u aioh u it 

,,.-., l>T at lout lJrM - and pou1bl1 -h longer the - UM tabla 

tar a INl>aaq"""t -· into OACC.ISI.4, 

xmp sum. '1'he revolt 11 cootinuiJ11. 
Bt!JM•P. !be ri•• in i..,..1 ot tho lC9e'r Dl.HtJ3S owtnc to htin7 

rainl'all indioatae that rl- 1a unl1Joa]¥ to &MM -]¥ thl.a vlDtcr, 

"''!Pf sum. It i. .. u..w that tot.al ?Jmblr' ot ouw.n 
dhia1- in BlWNI 1Ao •tlll l4 olthollgh • ~ta.in _.,,,t of re~ ot unite 

hu bMn ond otUl 1• tald11ll place, 

lilt.U• Batt.lo oaeuolt101 and llolcnooo hovo reduood Spanioh 

divlei on in RWSI.4 trall about ai,ooo to l au tllAll 141000, 'Ibo divlaion io belie'fod 

to 'be now ~ on. line ot O<ll.Dlrlioation du'\)' in Soutborn 1eotar. 

Volunteer Pcroe _.. J10bil1wl on lat D1a1nbor, 

(m) m c;num:o 

v1:rn;p rnmxv. Bad weat.t.r pt"OY&iled thro-JC.bout l!IOat of wookJ 

night boabin8 op.-ation1 were onl.1- poloi blo on two oooaeions. Attac.ko wor• lllftde 

u- IWIBORO, DlllN and D!8SSIDCRI', a total of '96 toM ot H.F., and near]¥ 25, 000 

l.lloendisrU• be!nc dropped, 

In ap1t.o ot cnt'a-.ourahla -ther al=att ot Cooatel and Plehtar 
C-• oonUDuad to borua .,_,. ahipp!.111 both in <1o7llght a...i l!:r ~t1 U 1a 

Mt1.llatod u.t a, soc tona -.. •Wik and :is,ooo tona c!oMp!, 

Q.,.,.., Air Faroo aoUvi~ wu &l.lloot ontiroly direotod ae&lnat 

our ahipplng wit.h llttJ.• 1uooOo1•, From aharaotor" ot OONian Air Force operatione 

dta'1l>g put t.w •- It -• thf.t pol107 or oeving thoir long ,,._ boebing 

t- on 1IHtarn Pront la •tlll beiag >11cr-l¥ ]llrlllO<I, 

~ IQ' - and ~ - 111 - ?laftl !aroMJ in edd.tUon u 1a . .. 

t.lat.od that U,000 tona or - ehipplns ... r.mk or damgod 10' - al=att, 

WlfA• 0Ur dranft d-..t.oe the batU• .,,.. a!ld proddH oloM 

ouppcrt rar our gt'ound taroea in oplte or rein and low cloud cc..UUona, Opara• 

t1ona nH -.1.Dl.7 diffoWd ageinat ene~'• •uppl.)t 171tu over a wide area, 

Tho G-.. Au ;'Oro• toiled to Minta.in • h1ch U..l ot aothit.:I' 

prob alllT - to OllPP17 d1ttlculU.., Olll' NC-M at~ on their wadi 



.,. 
am u.u :i.s ot t!&bwe. a r .. 1- ·- t-ttooo -. •t but our -
u.._. tichtozo noopo .,., - ~ attooU •t vith relaUft],y Utt.lo 
oppoa1U- ap..au- b:r has .._.., -.... ..,. oonnnoc1 to -11 ""olo nl4a 
ogatnot our ~ .-.looUono. ThJ.t 1INk ortort •J>POll'I to 1nd1aato a d1t­
t1o"1t7 1A M1.ato1Jd.as tha -..Milt)' ot tha JIJ 88 wldor d4Mrl oood.1Uona. 

lillWl• Oerun &J.r ,,,..... 'll» oontinuood loll' OGolo ot o ...... 
air -•U- on all -- ot baian troata 11 prob&bl.Y d,. to prolo.,..i 
b9d ..,athor """ Witbdranl ot all t7PM ot unit• to O•l"IW\Y tor rotit uqr. 'lh1o 
docrioM 1A aer- air ·~ 11&1 dop"ind thalr _.m r...,,.. or thair habl.tuol 
toola ot air llloppOt't """ ot tho •- ti.. hu onobl¢ tho Ruodan Air Foroo to 
'bo -1070d With 1Aonu1"' orteot. nio a._,, .l1r - no lo- rotolAa air 
t11por1oritT in -toin oootora. 

'lho -•ion -· ot Ra;ro; 1AI lllool7 to atteot ocme14erabl.Y 
tho air oituatioo 1n t.hf.1 .,.... An important adYono«I o1r booo hcl• been otab­
llaho4 at WJJft(I) am it clialodpd !'rC9 horo, the a- &1r - v1ll no 
longw 'bo oblo to operoto ao otttot1Ye],y l(lintt ROOTOV area and ailltory objeo­
u ... to tha llut o:ld South ...,.pt with loag.....,.1 bczborl1 .,.. .. ,., tho looa ot 
111pplloo .,., oquiPMnt ot all kinda •001Jlallatad 1n We forward area ,...t inerl~ 
abl7 ho-.. • clelQing ottaot Oft tlrthar air operoti- direotad - C&OOASIA, 

(IV) 

ot R • .&. F. air attacka on • ..., territcry in E'IJROPI. 

JlllllWli, llmool>Ol 7th/8th. 'Ibo SPJJOIU Pc,,... Statioo - bit, 
cq;prm n•p, Over 1, 900 tlona o! t.loohol WV. doetr079d 1n 

..,. ot our dqJ..41ht tighw.- attaclal, 

~ & 1- oonn.lng tooto<T bu boon doetrwed, 

(Y) grpunow. •ppm Mm.! ww1m. 

• mprgr.m« Aret., 9ritJ.eh in the ili• Bcmber-a, 18, tilht.er•, 
'· Coutol 6, ~ Co-op.retion l , totol :is. 

Q..a -111htozo• 

fotole 

2 

7 

llo 1Dcount i• -· ot o1J'ONft dt1troyod on ll'<>llDll. 

• 

JlllmLG l+U• llP1Uab 1D tho airc -•, 51 J11cbwe, 19, 



_, _ 
~ 1111 ltilJllR 

Do•tz'oo10d Prob&bJ¥ Do•U'oJ94 Dulcod 

-. 8 lO 

ligbWre 21 ' u 
Ml-.J l•=<W 1 

Total 29 ' ~ 

{Vl} W m;mm 

Z.tt.t..i civilian ouualtl.es far tho 9"I: •ndl.Jic 6 a.m. )rd 

l>eoabo1' _. - k1Uod, u &er10Wll¥ 00\Ullod, 
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2 £WPP) 

OPW. lit· µ 
lO DeoOllbor, 1941. 

~. Up to 4 a.a. 10th Decmnber. 9th. Air rooonnaisaanoe 

r eporttd l bettleahip, 2 oru11ce, 7 destroyer• &nd a mmber of tran11ports ott 

KO'li BllARU, 1 tranepart ott KllANl'Alf &nd lS t;,....,port. and 1 draraN. oarr:ler 

ott sooau.. 
11 91enhe1- boabed SI.llHJU. aorodrOlll6 \There 40 bombers uere eeen 

on the ground and •bout IJJ tight.re 1.u dr ( 7), Rooult unob4....,od, lloaYT dr 

&ttacb on our aerod.r<:aee 1n No:rtbern PIALAYi. At SUlDEI PATA.NI 5 &nefllY air­

oratt brought dcwn ~ our anti-&1.roro.tt tire. KW.lll'AN aer odrome was evacuated 

Reintoroemnntll ba•e reached !ELANlAH e&etor. In centre our 

t:roopa nre Just aol"Ola THlILAll> Prontior on eventna: or tho 9th. On lott at 

KEDJ.H no abazico1 7 ""- 116ht t.anka doott'o)'9d, 

A mall e~ .toroe 'llbich l&nded near KUAN?AN a.t 10 p.a. en 9th 

wae dr:lTen ott and all ""° quiet on morn:llle ot tho 10th, 

tlPP m rp. Situation ot.tJ.etaotory. 08 line lntaot except tar 

1 Redoubt o&ptured by .,_.. during tho night ot the 9th/10th, 
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CoPT llo • ..!£.. 
A:e:: awe 

(SJJi 

.¥?1JL Ng. 27 
Int..-t!on roooind \IP to 0?00 9th Dooombor, 1941. 

(I) ll6.Y.lol.i 

On evelilils of 8th onm111 all'cratt atwlcod idno""8ping tr••l4re 

oft Eaat Coaat Scotland. l wao sunk end 0J10thor bod]¥ daoged, 

J. Britieb sulmarino attacked an unidontiN.od destroyer ott fleet 

Cooot ot GREECE obtoiJWle 4 hito by gwil'ire. 

grow. <m 8th 1n a raid on KCll'IOO!l by Japa.noae aircraft 29 

peraoru1 wel"e Jd.1..1ed. Shore baj;tezoies and navel. unite wore aleo attacked but no 

damqe or oa8U&ltiea ara reported. 

Samo day a f'ly1ng boolt dropped boDbo on cc:;All ISIAW Soutborn 

Paoi.!1.00 llo details ore known. 

A small British -chant ehip wao s\Dllc by min•• yeaterda,y ott 

(II) NUJTMX 

.lolllJl. 6th. OUr torcoo ostabliohod oontoet I'll. th TalRllX garr i· 

aon on BA.RDIA • TO!IH£ road and 1a SIDI ~H area, nhere 700 t~tT Zeala.00 oasual­

ttoa were r-eo~ 

7th. lloat of EL GOBI ~ eneey tonJca end much ll. T. wore dootro)'OCI 

end 8 tonka probabcy destroyed, 3 or ouro 11oro slightly d...,god0 

8tb. OUr troope tree TOBllUlt ong•god, 2 mile• North of BL AIE!I 

an - roroe ot •pproxiJBtal¥ 2000 infantry end ..... tanla> '1hich -· odvanoing 

rr.., South. 'Ibo reoul.to or thio •1>11asomo•t arc not 10t known. 

~. Ther o 1• "" further (?) Wormation About oporationo in 

oddition to tbot which wt.a roported in )'!loterday' • ..-y, 

~. There are 1.rXU.oationa that in ltLIN and X~ areas the 

a • ......,. arc -ting dotormitlod Ru .. ian rodotonce end that tho ototo ot """1• 1n 

tormer area i• T.,;oy bed, 

(III) AIR QPJ!jRAIIOI§, 

7th/8th. Airoratt t'roCl 2 R,C. A, P. and 2 R,A,A, P. aquadrono tool< 

part 1n ni«bt•a oporatioM0 J.i, Urcratt dropped 50 tona higb -1,odvo oD .UCJBN. 

VhibUiV wu bed l>lt burota end a bluing hotory -. ooon in town. 43 toGlo 

_. droppocl at llRl!ST an! - bcml>• fell on or near battla o"'1Mr80 23 ~ 

oraft attMir.4 CAI.Alli doob \lllllar load oo..UtiOM and -1.lar ...- bcmbod d-



at alTE!lEL, DUll:IJll[ &ad BOULOONB. A total ot 62 oirorott bombed oll>or nriouo W­

R•t•• 5 baml::c-• .. mil•Jns am 1 orubtd. 

9tli. 8 fborioeno -.... , sent to attook on oloh<>lio diatillery 

OOllbool • - llill it> llorll>orn ,.._ &ad Spittil'N dootro)'Od 2 lie. 109'• on grow>!. 

In o.1r tight 5 • ._ tight...• we. .S..troyed, l by a R,C,A.l' , Sqllldron and 4 

d-Sed• 10 Sptt.t1ne are llieoillC• 

.will• 7th. 2 lllrylaad oquodrone attacked ACRCHl and 11,,T. ooutb 

ot Wini 1 tonk lOIT7 abd - nbicloe woro deatro)'9<!0 Our tlcht...a ahot dOWll 

2 d1'8 bomber• and 6 .!'ightol'o, prohebJ¥ daatro)'9d l dive bomhor and l .!'ightar and 

~ 2 tlcht.ira. 5 lllrrioonea are DI.a•~ enl olao 2 Bostons 1'raD reoonoo.ia-

7th/8tb. A strong toroe ot Tlollingtons attaolced .,,_ tronoporta 

on ACRCllA - GAZAIA r-1 •tarting large tires whore U.T. wero blocked . South ot 

CUZAU Inlet. Other 11.T. 15 DI.le• !Aet of· CAZAIA ... alao attacked. !!Elll!ilZI 

Ind CASTEL !IE!!I?O - -• bocbocl ortoot1vo~. 

ll6Ua• 7tb/llth. Our airorat't attoekad Japaneao ahipa engaged 

in la.nding opera.ti~, 2 or trhioh nero aot on tire. 

8th. An droratt roooMo1tr1ng SI!IJARA .... attaeked by 6 ••­

N.ghtora out rat\ll'nod aate~r 2 lblaona and - Catalino are oiaoilleo 

(IV) RrpY AQTMTX U. K • 

operating. 

aw;a. 8th.. Enem;y aircra.tt attacbd our aerodrcaoa in Northern 

Mal.qa. and at SJNaPC!Ul J DO approciAblo datiin.ge ia reported. 

mrpww. On Mm dS¥ anm;r !/O att&cltod aorodrcao•; ) ot our 

airorart .... put out or action. 

~ 7th. u.s. losaoa were 6J .rtghtara, 4 light bomhora, 

28 htavy -.. and 5 tortroae a1.rorott. 

(V) ilRCWT CASUAL= IN QPWTIOl§ qa;R All) £R(I BRITISH IS!f.S 

GarMllr 5 doatroyed, 4 d"""8ad• Britiah, ?tb/Stb, 5 bcabara, 

8th, lC Nchtara, total 15. 

(VI} m swwm 
~ 8- - -- dropped it> llcrthullborhnd Ind Durhat 

w!&nftioant induotey ~·• 5 fatal --100 and 6 oiwillan oaaualtiN, 



. ' . 
(VII) UWil 

'° JV aa•. ~ "1\lo!N"" 0-.. ll>LUJI) baft arrind. n 1t 

• lt.laat.d thor. .,... - 10 or tbJ.I Q'PO - 1'I SICILr c ..... iaiag 30 1oqJ ..._ 

bo::>bare and obollt 4f) loor raoeo aifht f'ilhw1, 

(VIII) lDltLlll 

1111 toto rottoa bao ..-ntq bean out 0-.. 600 to ~ - a 

""ntll roduol..ac 11.Mlllb Ht.1- to onlJ' about 12 - oont of British er o­
r1tion1. 
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OPTEL NO. 29 . 

mu: ibli &Li S&JWI ' 

<1Y':s . s s l 
DEC 1 O 1941 

llAUYA• Situation 9 a.m. Local Tine 9th December. 

Now 3 reinforced land operation•: Right KarA BIWIU, Centre llorthoaat 

ot XRal SO llilee northeut or PENANG , Lett South SIA.II 1-diately north 

at Kedah Frontier. R18ht aa ene"Y land torcea throat.ened XOrA Bl!ARU 

.lerodraoe all our A/c lert (? there) 8th Deceaber and Ael"OdrOI08 'llU 

duollabed at 3 a.11, 9t.h Deceaber. Indan Troops hold1n;r a lino Juat 

north of XarA BIWIU but position con1'\1aed with considerable enemy 

(? infiltration). Cantre or our troopa creased fl'ontier p.c. 8th 

December ad....,,oo being oppoaod initi&J.ly by Siaoeoo Police. 

Lert our reoonnaiaeanco unit crossed frontier making contact 

with eno:ny at BAN S4DAO 40 milee North of ALCJlSTAR. After inflicting 

casueltiea on the eneQY who bad 10 ar:oured fighting vehiclea, our 

forces withdrew d11tro,ing 2 caJor road bridges between BAN SADAO and 

frontier. Wl98¥ bridge also deatrcyad, 

I.JR: Eneay baa concentrated on our aorodrOI08a 1n llortbern 

llaleya, Heavieat attack at SUNGEI P.lTANI to Northeast of Ponang, and 

at .LLOOSTAR. At for1111r aeveral of our figbtera were deatroycd on the 

ground. 

HC»IO KONO: 3 p.m. 8th December enemy oroeaed frontier on 

broad front durin8 .oni.1.Jlg our trcope withdrew acco.rding to plan • all 

~lltiooa auo.,...1\11. • 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASHIHGTON, D.C. 

Deceu~er 12th , 1941 

DeRr i1r . Preeiden t , 

I enclose herein a cor y or 
t he l at est report r ecei v«>u t'rou. London 

on the military eituet on . I t was 

dated December 10th , 1941 . 

Believe me, 

Dear •r . rres1dent , 

Very eincerely you1•0 , 

k~P 

?he Honourable 

Franklin o. Rooeevelt , 

President or the United Stat es of America, 

17aehington , D. c . 



OOPT llo, _£L. 

SAit cu ux- •nsr 

orm. Np. 10 

1941. 

( I) l!Ay.\jj 

A Russian eul:aarino operat11'18 off llorthorn ~ torpedo«! on 

tho )rd. a Uoetbound merohe.nt ship ot s,ooo toru. o.nd aank a t r aul er and a notor 

boat eecortine the ehip. .A.nothor Russian subl:ao.rine torµadoed a "7estbound te.nJccr 

north ot V.UU.JGER Pjord, ff.M , armed bo4Ning veosel A!DUB'M'E intorcopted a aoall 

!Tench meroh<lnt vooool off LISBON Md le oondl.ng her into OimlALTAR, 

(II) HILIDRY 

UIUA· On 8th Deoe:be:r ve made sood progress. The onOIU con• 

tinued to fight o otu.bbcrn dol'l)'ine ooticn U.ot ot BL ADEii Md North Uoat ot EL 

008I but the r-eme.1.na ot h!a a.ra.oured d.1Yiai ons are be.in& driven back and be 

appear• to be retiring llutward•. BL ADSll io now in our hMdo Md tho •1•8• ot 

TO!lltll!t oppeoro to have been t111All¥ raiaod, 9th • !Tom the BL GOBI aro• our 

lll'DOU!"ed torcations woro in prcgree.s or out-fie.nki.ne tbc OMlll;,V 4.Dd lllixod mobile 

columns wcro workins wide Tibotwards and Northward.a in the direction ot ACRot6\. 

'lb the !a.t at TOB!WX Md in the trontiar 82'04 vigor""8 IOOpping up operations 

were in J'O'Ofll"'OO but BARDil, l!ALPAYA and a otrona point betneen SOLU.111 Md SmI 

oau.R were atUl. in eM1a7 he.Ma. 

114LUA, Nothing f'urthor to "1Y OPm!. No. 29, 

1IAfl, !hel'e hAve been !'urther enemy lon::lingo at PJU.CWABKIRIX­

lllN, 150 mile• South !loot ot l!Atl!COK, but roporta o! fighting in thio diotriot 

with Brit.ieh torces tram. BURI.IA are not contirmed. Japanese forces entered 

BJ.Kl(& ... .. 9th. 

ll)IQ IOHj. ()uo troops are no• established in their uin posi-

tiono whiob oro bei.n8 oucoeootlill,y m61nt4ined in tho taoo ot an on- attook l!y 

a force eatilaated at about two d1VU1ona. Our i:atrola are active and one or U.. 

ubuohed Md praotioall.Y azmihl.latod • Jopeneao Platoon, 8t!v'9tn. Two air ro1d 

alel"ta but no &1*17 &1.rore.tt located. Air att.acka on the 9th were aountor-ed by 

A/A tire, C1Tillan air raid oaau&l.tiea now reported •• 70 ldllod and ovar 100 

injund, 

~. There are ind.1o&tioM that the Ger:mans are nov trying 

to 1tobil100 the tmeal l'root, The Ruoaiaua ere oontinu.l.ng t.Mir ho•vy prHoun 

°" the a.....,. in the RCBTOI' S.OtOP, 



- 2 -

Cm) m q:wpgw 

ftb. Cout&l &1J'or&tt bcMed and J'A' a• ,,.,,. ...at • 6-? ,ooo t.oa 

llOl'OhaDt n~Hl ott ram.t.t and att.obd • OOa't<O' orr tho Dlltob ooo•t obtaininC ' 

hit• 00 • 1,000 too tlllp ""1ob ... •till 'burniac 6 hour• lator, .lnothft' th.Ip or 

.)-.4,000 tooo • • aloo bit. o.r ~· attoolood ... Alcohol DUtill.uy in 

Horthonl l"HDot and c....sder tbq do.-,..S it, Ott DOll!llll a JTI 88 aa •bot .SO... 

..,. t1&b ..... 

.wul• 7tb/8ti.. llrrioa.oo• ~act 6 o.lrcnt't oa .rml811 aoro­

dr- ...s a ..-r nbiou• oo tho !L Mlll!IL\ ~. Btb. Squadro08 ot ~t 

-· l\ICOOHl'llllJ' att.aol<ad ir. .. pon ..... .IOR~ and EL IJJEll, •tor•• dllol>• at 

BARDIA ml DIRNl lmlins croW>S ..ii.r. 8 atroran, lnoludlJ>s 5 JU 52 1• -• deo­

trcrocl. Blaobela l'lcht.r d-cact 14 l'l North If.et ot lWWU.. 12 ••- J'1&hter• 

attooad ' or ...,. landlJ1s crcund• Mar l!AWAilll1A, -ins a r .. ouualtlN. 

(IV) JR" JCIJWX 

air aothit'T - Southero ml c ... tnl WZOH, II.ID !BL.\11) -· 1>c9bad. 9th.. 

JlllAli, Jfo notftl or Japaneee attacb. 5(We u.s. bo9bera whioh UT1v.d trca 

~ -4• an UM\I004e•tul eearch tar the attacking Japanese airoratt 

oerri• • 2llfl• An atr •t.tt.olt on AO.UU. o&UHd hM'tT caaualtie•• 1 le.rs• •hip, 

-oibl,r 1 1ftntpon, ml - do•t:ro79N --. •l&ht«I ott tho IalaDd at 6.oo p.a. 

A .1a_ .. drontt oarriar lo belieTad to bo _..ting 7'0 llllat North ZNt ot 

P!WU. !IWIOOI, l\epona or a tt.aol< oa !1AtlR01 aloo ot tbo ~ ot UJO, IClll 

ml FClllK6l are all 11DOO.ru.d. 

(VJ I IRCIWT O.ISUALTDllJ ln Oporatlono onr ml tr .. tho Britlab Isl... OorMn, 

l dost;r<IJ'04, 

(YI) Durins tho put - tho Ruulan Air Force ha• bean YW'f'7 aotlvo 

oo all -tor• ot tho l'rcat. 'l'bq - ovr1ad out boU. bombin8 and MOb1no run 

aUaob oo - cr_.i troops wit!> iood nwlto, 'l'bq aro nported to bo min­

ta1"1Qr oootlmlolaa prwmo oo tho - and to bo attardins ,._,.bbl.r ~ oup­

poM to tbol.r on ""'°P'• !ha ..,._. or UleH -tlooo lo of portloular 1"" 

por'"'* at a UM •n tho OoraM an attoloptlng to ot&bUioo tbo Front, It 

11 bou...I tbot durins tho put r .. -., tho R111oian• ban bad maorioal ml 

opol'atlonal air -1oriV 00 U.. ""°1a -- or tho troat Soutll of l1JISI ml 

- MiJl'"1aod at Mio a- UM looal air llUjlal'icrtv at a ..- or pointo 

bo- TUIA ud .t.LDIIJI, 



.. 

_, _ 
(VII) It 1• belie"4, but not contirMd that tho two WOH.tt carrier• 

f'rtc:. tfh.ich the &tt&ok 11atn•t HAtIAO ma launched were tho SatYU a.ad ZIWXU, 

~:r ....--11¥ oarry1 Sat'IU, 12 fight.era, 12 torpedo b...t>ora and lB divo -·· 

z!tlLIX1!, 12 !'iihtera and J6 torpedo bceboro am/ar di'ro -·· 1'be ott&ok 

thciretore probo.bl,y d i d not exceed thle 110ale. 1ho torpedo boabort can C41'TY tor­

pedoes or bo8b1. ilr attaoke on UANIU oould have beon mdti aithtir trm FaUl'.6A 

or C.lH'rOH, llOl'O prob&bl,y the tormor, Air attaclte on S i rOAPCJl.Z "111 .DOtt Pf"Obebly 

have been delivered b7 eJ.rar&tt. 'brued on SOO'l'RA?IJ, 

(\'III) '11le Japaneee occupation of TK'IL\HD TlUl, aubjeot to their being 

able to ahip the oomoditie1 to JAPAN, auure tho •upply" ot OOIDO J.81000 tona ot 

rubber por anmm and valuable aupplieo ot tin troa the provinoos South of the 

Xft.l Iet.hml, !'hie rUbbol" troD THlIIJJI) td.ll, toeether 11ith that t'rom lll)O-C}IDfl, 

pro'llM JAPAH rlth ell tho eupplioo aho needo and allo!f tor .... export to mA.'U 

or GmWlN?, t!le quantif.)" ot tin available may be l1m1 tod b'/ im:lobUiaati on ot 

mining m.obineey, Slaal1 but ue&tul que.ntJ.U.a ot woltru and sino are altio a...U­

abl e, .rrca the Northern prorinoes, JAPAJl nUl have 11DcMo to aubatant.1&1 euppllea 

ot rioo whioh will provide her With a margin or e.atety, and alee ueotul euppliea 

ot hides, Prior t:o ocdup&tion JAPJJI obt&ined troa TBAILA?I> all the rioe .m 

hide• ebe aabd tor, moet of the rubber but leae then 1/'J or the tin. 

(IX) CCSAN ISIA!I) ooo atteoked tr<» tllo air oo 8th and 9tb. Soriouo 

duage to re11d.e007. Hr> other d~ reported. 

Le.at puecrapb reooi•od 1rd0-oypherable. Cboo.k requostect. 



/ 

55cns1 

BRlTISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

13th Oecembor , 1041 . 

Dear ~lr . President , 

I enclose herein a copy or the 

latest report received from London on the 

military situation. It waa dated December 
11th, 1 941. 

Deli eve me , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

:>ear llr . Pre:sident, 

Very alnceroly your s , 
(Por the Ambaeeador) 

President of the Uni tod States ot America , 

Washington, D. C. 
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QPDL le 12 

Iiltonoat.1«> reoe.hoc! up to 7 -. .. Uth llooe_., 1941. 

R.u.s. l'ltill2 " IUl.llS and a.u..s. lll!lmSI -. wn1t l!7 &1r 
attMlk at about 06'° on 10th, l.40 1111 .. North Horth Baot ot SIN>.ll'OOI!. °"" blah 
lrtel an5 3 torpedo ~ attaob -. - Oft 11.u.s . PRn«:& C6 l!AIDI and bit• ..,.,.oc! With one bomb probabl¥ • ono tl>ouNnll pow>:ler and 4 or 5 torped-. One 
bich lrtel attaok and one torpedo bombing attMlk-. - on 11.u.s. REfVLSI and 
b1to oo<nd. with ono or-• bcmba and 2 or ) torpodoo1. Baoh torpoclo booob1og 
attaok - carrl«I out l!7 9 &1roratt. and all attooka _. puohed ...U ._ and 
aldlltUllT oc-ried cut. About 7 &1raratt _. 1hct dOWll. 

On Sth1 one ot II.II. ...i..rJ..noo in S<>utn.rn •-bee to 
Strait. ot llllSSilll obtained - bit °" a 4 t.houNl>d tona halt laden ~ha.at 

cculd llOt be o-. 
A "-&rd bound convoy ~ CAJIAOA vas attlcked 011 10th 

&bovt ;JOO 111..h• llMt or IRIL&ll)• 2 -. obipo ...... torpedo..s but .,.. oUU 
&tl.oat. 

(n) m ,max 

~. 9th. Qr 100bile torceo had a -•eutul dq an5 
oonUmod to ....... the - in • UHtorl7 d.lnotiOD h'oa BL Ala. Jlmotion 
l>e-n cur r- in TO!fitllt and the•• outlid• ha• "°" betn tinily eatabliahed 
...s ..- &ca 1ut bu -.. o-'o a.. ortill...,. abou.ci .-u- ot 11, r. 
Soutbwoot ot IL Amil. ~II"' poeitJ.ona c....-..1 l!7 _.., oara-. attacked 

and about "' - - -- -"" 117 - •woe! r-.. In .-t&l ..... 
- pa~ lff clav1os 11P ..-W ot - ond near tlle 'l'RIDH OAPU.llZO they 
looatad &al dlriro1ocl '8 - t&ab 1A - obope. llllRSI. LllCCA na ocoupled 
l!7 .... ~ in ......s.as. 

lDt.b. lopp1nc llP in BL .ua - ooot.111uo1. 9-11 poobu 
ot - l.lltUrtz7 Uld .,_,_ -• poe11.hl.T ot Arieto Dt'ridon -. loMtad in 

- - ot llllUUIDI. 

IA.WA• At ~patrol troopo haTe heoa •-I ••Md 
&al ... Npcl'W -i.r taWt. It 11 Ht.iMted tllet (fal>oat) one - cli..Ui'n 

-~la~-
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smen,,.., Contact. with ._,__, .. eatabl.J.&bed 1.n ..,.17 

boura Juat lbrth ot C!WllWX. 

llWIZl.I• ao rurtbor - attaclol ,..ported, llo&"l' 114W of 

air attaolt haa mde -.Jcrit:r of -· a.....ir-a 1m1orvicNbl.e1 demollt1onl 

havo beon oGT!od out a t AIORSTAR Ul"odr<91. 

lllmli\• The Ru1alM oloia to hAvo r.itaken TCltH'IDI lo bo· 

Uovld to bo OOM"OC·t • 

GIIIQI mutq. .J•pa»M ho.vo •pparont.l.y l.an!ed at fAAI?ARI 

~ It I.a beli .. ocl J&p&noM t.-oope h&YO oocupiocl Gllolll and 

!I.ID ISLl!IJS an! h& .. landocl on - an! WHt cout ot IJ1ZOll, P!IILil'PI?l! Ial&ada, 

lUM• .I. J._ .. ,_,. of about 2 d.l'fieions I.a con~ 

to -. into SI.Ill t'r<lll SouU-C I!DO-Cllll&, 2 to ) Japene•• Dinaioca h&Te boon 

lan<led .., Eiallt """'5t ot lltA :r.u..... 

(III) AIR gmutxgw 

10th,, 8 lfoapdono laid 11.lnH otf Dutch co&Ot and 8 other 

attacl<od allita.ry obSectiveo nOOJ' -.th ot ml, A lb!oon FObabJ,y bit a 2500 

t.n.n -.rcbant veasel off NCRWAI. 

Ji&. ~th and 9th, l)laporeed aircraft at !ER!ll and 

u. '1llDII - and II.~. 1n ti» "1.olnit:r ...... - · 

9tQ. npter ._pa _.,. oarrUd out ~ th& dq 

- u. COBI..m. .IDDl-'lCBUlt ..... d~ whl.ob -al f..-u- ot a_,, 

Ncb11eN _. •t. 7 - aircraft ..,.. d .. troJ'Od, ..,. ?"'~ de-..,...S1 and 

6 d..,.S. 9 ot - a1ror&tt .,.. llloaU. and oct&1n _. liaTe not Nturaod but 

- beTII l.&l>Ud at TCllR!K, 

9tb/lOth. V.lJ.1octoM in a 6 hour attaol: droPllod - '6 

tone of - on atcre depot• hit ot nllPOLl. At laaat 6 large bul.ldills• ..,.. 

d .. tro7*1and,._.....tiN•-.1tartad whioh _,oc1 into one large oonfhcr•· 

tion. M.T, '9hlolaa-. &loo - hina guMOd. 

en> 'm MmmJ 
.ar.&lo It U HU.tad that tbor-a &re - about '41)() air­

-"' in Pnaob IJIX)oCRIJa and swi. .t. -al air - Sou-• cooU-, 

~ 80 l""' ...... t'leb'°" i-. - to P.t.T.t.JII wod>- ,_. -

llalqu~. 



!!!I pm 

BRlTISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

15th December, 1941 . 

Dear Mr . President , 

I enclose herein a copy of the 

l atest report received from London on the 

Wilitary situation. 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. President, 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Fr anklin o. Roos evelt, 

President of the United States of America, 

Washington, o . c . 

I 
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Intor-.Uoo reoeiTtd up to 7 a,.a., 12 Dtomb-1 1941. 

(I) ~ 

PDTIP''BA"• .l Britilh wllll.rine 1ank an eacort.ed lS,000 ton 

Mr'Ob&nt ohip 60 Ill.ha S<>uth ••.t ot llAV.11\IllO 791t.rdq &t'ternoon,, On tho 7tll 

""1cb - onter1'>c s1111. ar. en tho 10th a arUuh crW.--- Drl\1& 

and &hipping 1n tho borbo<r at 01- range, & IHU.b sunl>oet •llO-•lllllT 

booibardad tho reed lJ .U.1 ~st ot roet"' on tho ~hto ot 6th/'7th &ad 7th/8th. 
A Bri tuh lz'•'lllAr 41 .. ppoared nithout lz'••• and ii prolNMd to hove boon ounlc 

by w1-r1no whillt on palz'ol orr GI!!IW.'l'AI\ 1'!•t.rdq. 

hR mt. Moet7 otticera and 11 19S rating• have boen • 1'0d 

h<m PRD81 01 W.u&S and fortr tl:ree OttiOIO'O &ad 858 roUJlco h<m Rl7JUlll. 

'Ibo .. .,. Dopu:tMnt t':&SllI!lll'Oll ""'""""" U..t ... J&_ .. light cruiHr, . .. 

dOltro,..J' and ton airoNft-.. doo-,...t dwi.os tho attoolt <>-• llilB ISI.Ull °" 
tho 9t1>. It u roportod that tho J'a-10 bottJ:aah1p IWUJla about 29,JOO toca -

hit b)' bollbo ott JZON on tho l oth. EnellO' &1-att att4cbd, NAtl!IU I oland :191• 

tm!S¥ attornoon and •oYorel,y d8111111fod tho l11rolot• Station, In tho attook on 

~ ooDToy ropoi-ted 79aterda.,y, tno 91dim •iHd MZ"Ohal:lt Ye•aola wer• eunk 

(ooe Britiob1 tho otbor lfopti.an). It ii tou&d that a th1rcl ehip ot IMllar 

--. "'' &loo - ounlc. 

JJllll. On tho DOrt>ine or tho 10th .ICRCll/: ,.,... ropcrtad oJ.oar 

or tho ,,,._,. &ad our Q-oop& odvanoing -tbnard• hod re&obod tho TOBRJl • IEJI~ 

reed. About ooon Ol10lll)' II,, T, totolling obout 11000 vobiole• and di•por• od OVIO' 

•-. fixt7 aqMr9 llllff, -.. roportod l7eot or .ICJ\all: -'ine \loot and !lortb 

... t_ 0Ur f-1 tooli: OTOI' )00 pria_,,o, - ""'8 and INCb H. To -tlJ' l'rca 

th& Itoll.ul ~ Dhui- !Ir tho Oftllinl;, &ltbollgb oporaU- """ -

b)' a n&o oir-5 Nlllotcr., w wro olDM to CWV. -.. there ...... il>lloaUono 

that tho k•torn dotonoo• wro .-.pl.ad b)' tho '"-• 

,.. w:r 

~. In tho !lortb l!laot our t oroH h&YI vi tbdraim to • pod• 

Uoc OOTOJ'i.os IW)ltllll --- abwt WJ"tT .U.a South of KOT/. lllWIU, ~ 

..Un v oonttmd to p&trolo. On tho DD&H tronUor, Horth nut !l.ILUl, ·­

intUll'&Uoa bu - I01'>c ... and - ~ Ian ritllllrnn to ~ ..--. 



·, O'"'' 
t1-• to bo -- tho lllLU ,.., ••• .,.. '!be llWl tMtun• ot ·-WOUOI 

-teoood oo tu art l'ap14 1.llt111nU.... am ~"- outtlanldnc or - .s.­
r-, Att.eb ... ...__ "" ·-u.c ~ lirt:.c -i. d.lnotioa 

to qv.iol: 1'11'1.os ..uu..,. l.1chter u... .... ), '" Row, 11141,. - ""'' ..., 

- t'Sn .i.ooribod u "VT -••· llu1red •ll1lltT to puob on ..,.. -
-t diffloult oountey, lblOllf .. u 1111PP1iod vital ~ .,..., ... Jo- at took againot V]l)Ta\I.f, POIH? ui-tod ..... 'W· 

MllAlll· O...Utioa ot llllU --- ..., oiltiold inot&l.l&U-

U.S· rpmttmwJ. '1chtiag conu.m.1 at 01.Wt and on nm J.SLAll>. 
'l'bo JaponoM l&ndiJic• on urzar ~ roportod to i-. boon repui..d en tbo llOI\ 

Cout but to '- ouo-..S on tho Jlortb C-t.. 

lllllliUl· '!be 111»•1- uo boll- to - ,...-., Jl!U'JS, 

(nI) m QIWPotC! 

Utb. Six ~ .. dropped bcmbo at DDIN1 on o Dutob --­
_.. ~ -. bU am on a toe 1n tho PlllSUJI lS!.UllG, lltb/Utb. 124 

o.1ror&tt ._.w .. toU- • COLallB, •1zl;7, 11Rl!ST1 t-~tz, LB tw.'IRI, tbirq.. 

thrM, s .. 111.n1ng, n..... !!ree G"e ld111ns. 

Jollla• 9th. ~ht 11.irri ..,,..• dutr<>:rod cJ.abt DOtcr vobicl.H inn 

oludinc three poVol lomao am d_.,t a t\ribor -~two Oil tl>e JllDUlfl • 

IL .IGllBIL\ rood. 9tb/lOtb. 1loll1.aJtoao -..S IJllR!& oausing t'Sn aal J.lrc• -
pio.1.,.., 11.T, - IKl!lll am tl>e - at Gil.UA, 10th. l!8d -tl>er -
YOntod bombi'W oparat10111, lOtl>/lltb. Bight lollingtooe dropped rourtoon toM ot 

bombo on BE!DlllZI harbour, 

~· lltb. ~- hit two s,ooo too -®o:>t ahipo 1n 
c.i.r.uw. i!arboar and oot - ot tboa ce tire, 

lllili1l• lOtl>/lltb. 81.xtMn c..:r.rt operated aaail>lt tl>e Ioland 

t>ut.......iao~, 

1JE 101). Uthe 1tequezrt att.ob ._.. 91de on our- ~trol ....... 11 

b7 on-.;r di-' -· ono ot which al.l«J>tod b tl>e OM, 

MIUl• lltb. l'Slalll n a bombed tLlrl.7 bMYil,)", Oi'l'il.l.aA -.al• 

U.. al:loat. 100 lclllAd.; no atl.1taz'7 d_,. ar cunalt.:.e1, A. R,P. report,ed coo4. 

(V) •myn 9MJM,L?m q qmy,11tp qm NP ""M J!!tJSB p;w 



_, _ 

Air HCOM&i•..,.,. an thl 9tll 1 opm toad t.JJ J1p1nH• _.. at 

SIJDCRA, jroboblT tr .. SOOTH OHINl, Wo would roduot tho tot.! baaabtr tol"OO in 

SOUTH CHI!& to al>out 150 all-or&tt,, n-o .,.. probabJ.r bot"9en 80 r.od 90 Nahtera, 
t.7pe T ' 1011 •tlUonad .I.a thl lllA :i.-. l.JJ at SilllCRA am thl ......tni ... at 
PATAJCI. 

(VII) 

tz.ou.4 porta. ot the•, about 1' ooWd, wit.bout eonTt.ra1oa, '2"eaoh ltllOPI with• 

out "l'.uolling, olthoQgh Jape.oeH would havt to ~ tho oil, ni.ro are aubo 

•ta.nUal 1tocka ot Oeran avned rubber at preMnt in Japmeee controll.td terr1-
tGl7 1n tha PA.~ WT, 

(VIII) liml• 
_.. hao rwoently boett an inorwua in tho aoole ot l>lcht 

_.aUoftl I!)' o.r.n 1-..-c-_. bcabora o-atl.ng rr .. CrMk &nd Lil!)'on l>Nee, 

The avorac• during tho put nek woo about 10 to 12 ecrtiH J"'• nieht , 

{ n:) 

on tbeS.. ont.ln tront &nd eopeol.allr in tho llOSC<Jf .,_, Our l!ili tary lliHioo 

cont'iru te.J.•. 

{I) 

ene.., Nd-• prognH yw•terd.a:r t.Di that cur torocus have now "1 thdr•trn to tho out­
sldrte ot JCm.oCl!i. 



The Honourable 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASl:UNGTON. D.C. 

December 15th, 1941 

Dear Mr. President, 

I enoloae herein oopy of 

tho la teat r eport reooi ved rron London 

on tho military situation, 

da ted December 13th, 1941 . 

Believe me , 

It waa 

Dear Mr . Pre dden t , 

Very sincerely yours , 

~7ll~JL 

Fran.kl in D. Roosevelt, 

President of the Uni ted States of America, 

Washington, D, C. 
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lJ Deooabor 1 1941. 

(I) Jlw. 

B&r.11' thle JDOrnina Q British deatroyor roport4d that, 1n OOll­

paey with otbor llritioh deotro)">r•, aho tOl'pedcod tU'O Il&li&n cruioor1 ott CAl'I 

80:1, 1V:IISU.. Cbt blev up, the other aa l•rt OD tin tree at.ea t.o etern. 7bt7 

a110 d-od a doatroyer by .,.,tire and 1Mk an D-boat. llo <Wo.igo or oasuoJ.tio• 
to our shipo. On 24th !lovOllbor a Britiah autmrino torpedoed a 1'0l'Ohant ohip 

al)Cl Nlva,ge •hip in CAM)li Harbour. JmriOM ?•val a!Nr&t't cla1m t.o hue ~ 

a .raponeoa battloohip ot tho lonao ClAaa ott tho coaat ot WZON in addition to 

tho HARUNA.. A S, 000 ton Britiah aercbant vo•aal in ?'orthbound ooaatal convoy •M 

o"'1lc by l&ine ott tho llJlall!R on tho -nine ot tho 12th, 

(II) un.max 

1.l!IU.• llth. OUr advance weot...-cl contl.nuod. In the coaate • 

..... , OWL\ ii bold by tho ._. in ·- etrengt.h, alt.hcclgb a!r roc<>nnaia•anoe in­
dioatoe considerable DOVo:ziont or l!IOctwUo al transport t'IOSt ani north-neat 1'ra111 

tbia area. It i a boina Mrkod by our troope who have advanced parallel to tho 

coaat and _,. reported within ti.,. ailo1 or tho tom. 1lley i...,. oapturod about 

~ Oo:n:ian and ltAlian priaonore. About. ten ld.loa aauth ot GAZA.LA, tho OMll)" 

l aunohtd on at took •i th )5 to.Ilka during tho da.Y abd infantry alao .... •!JPO•lnc 
our troops. !bit Nwlte of u. .. eogacuonte ero not ,..t k:~ l\athor GOUt.h 

our t.nlOUf'od toroo• are carrying out a d.do onctrcllng DOVoaent direoted on DERla, 
EL OUBBI. and lll:XILI. Othar anoourod columna wero d!rootod on o-.r troop• in the 
&rM _,th at O.IZl.l.l oa tho EL AlllW!EIILI lloed, -. our Wantry are also in 

ooateot vit.h 1JM •ntllQ", In UM area lb:'th-""oat or 01.1.AU., our 1Uppol"t group 

eoattend tL colwm ot Gorao.n aioohtLnical tr&n1port •ni 1• roportod to ho.va caueed 

;reat dHtruction and conlllaion - •t ._. col-... ap.rat.iona ~t 

'791"9 hapu-ed b7 aandetorw.. 

PAR Wt 

lloW,U. mAllr.&ll Area. !lcthiOC to ro_t, IW)l.11 Aru, S..0 si tb­

drawal by ...,. t- baa talton ~ io thio oroa to a line Just north or J.LCJ\ 

STAR. ~ troopo O))Ol'&tins north at JOIOll -• r ....,ed baoli too>azdl the rrontior 

111 _.tedlJ' 1!.l'ong tore .. , 1ncl..U.. tenka and light utillll')'. An -

prl- oteted U.t - -· hid intlat&bla - balt.t -~ ti- to ....... 
ri.,.., ..,, luded without n tioao &nil wwe bolpad by f1ttb ool18111otl, nit 

..... - ad.al 1llhlftr7 1111111 Mab ill o1- II jM&U.., 
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tJUP XPW Ho O.ta.lle ot r.l&ht.ins havo boen reoeived. Thore aro 

•l.!Pt 1"'11oationa that an - taro. u being ~poNd at S"TATOl to co-operata 

in .,, •ttaclt on u. Iaho:I or lll?ll tOlll, 

PHILJPPI!f1l. J•pcmoae la,_Unca, covered by 1trons au)pOl't, oontiauo 

o.t .i\PAJ\Rl in Nat'?H UJZOH. 

JllEW:l• !'be O"t'MM an ,_ oc I.be dotondvo on praot1call¥ wbou or 

tllO IDSCCll 11-ont tr .. ::lLilllll to Sot•th or IBIEIS, wtiich tbt P.u .. u.n. hava rocap­

tur'.ci, Al•o 1n the T.Wt~OO Sector . 

(III) AIB omy.r1o;s 

lltb/12th. 2.) R.C.A.P., ' P. 1.i&.l'. and 4 R .. 1.z .A.F. Atrera.rt teak 

:?Ort in tho n.1.ght'a oporatiohe. b rtsulta ot tho a t tAcka on. COUXi~, EESt 

rud LB IJAVl1!l •10ro goneralJ¥ unoblorvod olTin;: to cloud.. 12th. Six IMpdena do.,., 

pate.bed on 1ndirldu&l tub, c!ea'tro794 90GI aircraft Oft the eroum, bc:9bod a t'a.o.-­

t<'.17 near !IRllllEll, and •ttaoltod a::FRICH OU RoU-,. tr.. )00 r .. t , lbleollS 

oper atil'l'I ott tho Dutch Cooat me.do l on-lt•ol attack• on a deot:-oyor, a 4, 500 ton 

;JWJroh&ot ve1a.el, a ecalW vessel and a trawl.or, but om.ns to the nooo1aary evna1·1• 

a!:Ucn ?"9wl.t.e 1fl9H unobMr'nd.. Om Hup:sen, om SpJ t..tiJ'9 and one lb9110a _.. 

a:11aing. 

12th/l3th, 39 Airoran nwo oont out• llU!S? u., OOJIKIRI! 9, DOllJES OIL 

>EPOT, ST. llAZAJJUI 6. At ST. !CU!lll!: bollbo roll oc tho torgot causing t'iroa uong 

the Oil oiltcrna. C:... a.hor..rt 1• ld.••tnc. J.. Canadian Coastal lb:lton obtained • 

diroot hit tr"" (84?) root on • -ohant •H•ol or 81000 tona or TEXllL, llld another 

or the •uc oquodron 1U t a 41000 ton lhip otr t1>e FRISIAN IS!AlllS • 

.lolllll• l.otJ>. Sb 3o•to• Ll&ht -· attaokod on -~ ool_, riear 

i=, tin or tho" ""' 111aaillfl• 11th, ~ Fiahtar• al>ot do"'1 rt ... lloNGreclwidta 

109 and two J\&nler • 881 trbilo Yaryland.1 hc>t. donn thr6' J\mkera S:2, another we 

de1tr07td by &bt.1-&ircratt. tire, o.nd 11X other ~ liror&f't oere df.Qftlod• One 

Blecl-.eill and •1x ~tor• .,.. lli•atnr. lbrricoma attacW ~ trenaport 

•oath ot Bl:IOHAZI and doatro,.i a atatt oar, a patrol 10l'l'7, another 1111'1• nhiw 

and d-•d 38 otl>er vahicloa, 

CPfi1t4L IIDITRUW'3· u m..w1.a1 100Nd two z»ll' 1111•01 and a 

poaaibh hit on a S1000 ""1 mrchant ftlffl in .1.!1)(1)101.IO!I !WlllOUR, CEl'llltO!IIl, 

Uth/.12th, llelllngt ona droppocl 17 1/~ tono or boall• on PA'!R.IS, whore qW11•Jde 

bu1141nc• .. ,.. doaollabod llld a u ,ooo toe llnor n.a probably hit. Naval Airorafi 

do~ tllrM a.lrorafi on the ground at C.&:l'IBL S:::II'l'O, 12th, BMnllei.m acared 

hita on a mnition t aotcrT at Cal!llh'IE, llld Ill.no lbrri._a 1NC-•lllll7 bombed 

CClllSO WI odl cw. 
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li1'lio 12th. QIZ' &ircr&tt -riod cut - r--U...,,.,.• 1 &nl 

11x Ille- i.:.IJell SitllCJIA, 

(IV) E·w JQtrvm 

116MUA· 11th. Butt.nm-th Aorc>clrom ,.... attac:,ec1, &nl one .uz.oratt 

ohot do\1n by •nt1""1rcratt tire, Tho attook on PlltlAlll on tho 11th """ aodo by a 

total ot ( nn> airon.tt 1.• t.hreo .. vo1, On tile 12th • l'lttt.hor hoov;· attack 

•• Mde Ghich 41.lo:rganiaed t ... nt1al •a-vie••• 
Jl&, 11th. A heavy eir attook """ ,..do on TAVl1'!, 

(V) J.iron.tt C4aU&lU01 1n cperau- over &Dd trca tho Sritilh W.1, 

lirit11h - 4 a!••ing, 

(~I) LUZ l£flS, 

ip;c; 1grp. .t report ha• been noeiTed troo t.brt GcYCM)Qt', Stre..it.a 

.'.Atlt!.l'lt!letrta, that the Japo.iioeo Co::r.andor-in-Chiet ha• &eked u~ to onter into 

'1oCC\t.1ationa tor tho aurrordor of OO?D XO?O . Thia roquoet bo.1 l»on rotuood. 



BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHING TON, D.C. 

Deer Mr . Pr~1ident 1 

I ~nel0$8 he rein car1ee or 

Doar Mr . P~ee1dent , 

vory einoorcly your~ , 

The Honou.reble 

Pranklin D. Roosevel t, 
Preeiden c. or t.he United Ste tet1 """ Accrica 1 

lo.•hinc;t.o n, D. c . 
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I I) alllolo 

A Brithb d .. tr.,..... •• cllMblocl b7 bo<:l>e •nt ot l!I1F(JU) !f.lV!.• °"" 
bH beOll - to part.. 18 htal ouualU.., A 11ri tiah aulmarJ.oo has auok an 

~n•'IQ' llOt'ohant v11 .. 1 teat or HCll.TH CJ.PS. J\l;rther 1.n!'ora&tioa regard1fl8 the acti~c 

ott CAP! BON ohon that - oruioao and ono torPodo lx>at _.. auok and torpedo 

boat ~ d--4 b7 3 llritioh deatro)'V• and • Dutch daotroyar. A Britioh oub­

- .. parte hn1ng •U.acUd two lugo UZ11&1:t.it1ad Mtpo ...i a de.troyer South 

ot T.t!tl.lft'Q, r..,. bito ~ obtaiood, 

~. 12th. A Duto.h aubMrine at.nll: fOUf' lad•n J'apanta1 troop 

•bipe ott PAUJCI. A n&Hl oudliar7 -- bu tailed to rttunl h-09 tha kit 

cot.et ot J\U.l?A and 11 coo.11d1rtd loot . A ....n B:rit11h tanker n • torpedoed re•­

tordq wut ot .WS:U!llftl.l i:.rt ii Htundi>c to pert wder bor """ _.-. 

<n> •nmax 
.lilllll· U th, Tho · - atrone-point bet .. an SOU.tlU.,,, SIDI O:WI 

.., oooupiod w1 thout r .,ilt.ance .,., -b eq1d.~ oap-, 
l2t.b.. the 9D8llQ' emea•ourinc to OOYtr hia w1 tMraw..i na1 oti.U 

hol.d.lng OWIA, lie n • bei~ contained b7 our troope - oogopl his ....u, ap. 

i-re:otlT wlth C"ood result., Sc:Ntb-.'l11t. and Sou:th of OJa..UA, capturil:g priaonerl an1 

guns, '!'he remaine ot tht Italian Ar1ote D1v11ion ue acmo t.ldrt.7 lllilN &uth ot 

El. nma and .,.. bet.g engopl b7 our traopo. Dort.g the llth and 12th r...,. .,,.., 

~ .... •hot down by our eround d ete."°91. 

1161.lll· !lo IWt.bor report recdvod, A ,,..,... .. OOOT°" Iarr •-..h 

c..r be cU'J'7i.l:lc t1lo to u.. .. DiTi..aioca ,,.. r.ported on 12th Deceabor ete&ai.ng Scut:.­

'~•th-r.1t ott OAllBCDIA POilll'. 

!t?:P J9'9• l2tb. Uit.b!ra-1 t'roa XQ1UX)?f CA:"etuJ.lt J:ftptNd a.'4 

· _ ;un at duM: llth, haft been oarr16d out with 1000 dtttioultr orine to oon.t•.c..1~ 

'" ,.__. ~ eupartor amber•• Pi~ and Wi\m ffowit..-1 t"t"aO'Q&ted si.t.hou't Joe.a., 

''-oh M. r., all Ot.rr1er• and all &l"llOUl"rtd CC'I naouated. Sool.t or ~ •1.:: ·"•11u 

1:.r.1 .lnOHa•ed durllc la•t 24 ~. Oootiauoul lhtll1rlc or Ialand repr"Men-... :. 

~ n1Do -17 o°'"'tor battorT and horuoinr tire lJ7 our ooaot defence ""' 

~ repca '911 .tteou.,., 
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rm,rrrrs. AotivitiY oont.1m.ao1 1'1th turther landings 1n the Horth 

or LOZON. 

~. The Ruaai&n counter ottenai•o 111 continui~ on tho '11holo 

l!OOOCll t'ront and 11 port.10\IWJ.:r errootive in tho I LI!I and 1UU Soetcra, The 

Ruaaian ol.oiaa to have encircled KLIN and to have reoapt\lred YAXIRWA, VE.NS'/, 

llIXLAIWI 11111 ST.lLIIDtllSI .,.. lllcel:r to ba oubotant1all:r oorroct, 

(Ill) Am OmtlllOfji 

12th/13th. l5 R. a.z .A. F. Aircraft. took part • ithout o.asutlti oe. 

~T. 22 too.a ot bombl wre &imd at tho Gorun ehips but o"1Q6 to oloud nnd 

ground detonce• bureto could not be aoow-o.toly located, 2) tona uore dropped on 

1earch1.ight.a and anti.....aircratt poaitione, isoDO heavy guna boiiig ellonced. 

~. Viaibil.1ty ne good and 16 tona or bcnbo \Toro dropped in 

the doob e.rea ete.rt.1.ng firee, lJth. 16 Hampdena •ere sont to the BRESf al'ea. 

Pour ot tbea ldd Ai.nos, ton abe.rxtoned Wk aOO. ttTO u o mias1fli. Spitri.r&e 

du.aged a Di s tillery- in Nor ther n FRAJ-C&, l3t.b/l.4th. Operations ca.ncolled, 

~. 12th, l4 lir7l.aJxl• am six Bcautightor• patrollod north or 

DFl!MI. on the ouppJ.:r routo troc CR.E'IE 4lld deotroYO<I rour transport aircraft and 

dana.ged twlvo, i'ivo ~lands are mis:iing, Ot tivo .Blenhoille nh1ch unauocesa • 

tuUY seN"ched ror ehlpping North-East ot B&HlHA.ZI two troro ohot d0tm by MesaOT .. 

schmidto llO. Two equadrono of Bl.4nho1m with C1')hter escort attacked vcbiclt'e 

in the 'll.tDII area. 

M§PrmmAr@tt. 13th. 11 Bl anheiml attacked a to.nkor and ttoo dea­

tro19ra in Al¥lC51'0LlON HARBOUR with unobserved results. Threo Bl onboim tU'O 

m111eing and one Yeseeracbaid:t 109 n a ohot dOTnJ. 

JlBliil. 11th/12th. 2C llol~ton• bombod PAIDJ;: oorodr- cauoing 

large tire a and igni tine • potrol dump, 

(IV) Etm AC:Crvm 

l.)tl>/Uth. About 2S aircra!'t. o-atod ott the !loot Coaot. 

JIBllA• llth. 2) J'apueM Wontt reneved the attack on TA.VO? 

aerodrOM. The aerodrome at VlOTmU POINT ta pNpared tor demolition. 

(VJ AlllCRAJIT CASUAL'l'IES in Operationa Over 4lld from the Brit.iah I alea1 llrit.ilh • 

two bceber• m.aaing. 

(VI) mlbUA• o.zr. !Uaaion reports 8/l.2 aur Valentine t&nka han done 

ftll in tho MCSCal MOtor, It ii reported tl>at 90 had baan in action and on.J.;r 

tbN• lmooked CNt to date. 1'he Get"la&M on t.hl llCSCCI Pront appear to have no l&Ok 

ot -1t.ion. lloH and -. O'fid- io acC\mllating ot the 11"9•~ dUtioult.iM 

~ II)' the - in ...nanioal trUl8pCll't --·· 
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(vn) GAW• m 2 g 

ftlo G ....... llo-'"'ldte 1lO ban autteood sud> -- lOHN 

both in RUSSIA and LIDIA that ho Gruppen (about (l() d.raratt) ot thaee tnin• 

engined f4btel'a """ bell.....S to have been dieban4e<! in ardor to lieep other 

unite up to•~ 

(nrt) 93"' !PPL § tpt ffiE 

! 0-.i otttr ... Mda to 'lllRllt ot )0 lDo-thH and ot l'Ol• 

U,,. eto<>k inoludin( tanlc _.,,. in ezclwls• tor -U..n blaoltete, The 'lllrlat 

retu.ed! .l.n 1ncrroa•1ng proportion ot oubat1tute •torial• 1• being uood ill 

Ulll.t.,...., ftlo 110at rooent unitora eocuinad oontl11Md }5 pe.r oent ot t;)'llthetio 

titre (tha hicbeat proportion 19t tow.I) &nil "" ot Poor qualltT, 
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COP7 ilo. L 
&di U '"'fT ' tr'D 

I?~ -- ( 5 i SJ£1Q!i j -
UfV L .... Cf?A.o~o 

.Wl'lli <-> ~ "''Pie . 
Intonation NOeived up f} 7 a.a., 15 Deoeabor, 1941, 

(I) .lil\UL 

A Britioh eubmarine attacked tllo Italian b<lt tlo3hips ooro•ned by 

d .. U-01""• •l.gbt Ill.lee aouth or IJSSSilll on tho oorn1ng ot tho tourtoenth Md ob­

tained t\'JO hit• on one Ctlvour olaaa battl.oahip. 

A Bri tioh llebt orui•er """ ounk by U-boat laot night thirt7 ail oo 

wost or A!BXAM>R.lA. No 1\n-thar dotaila )"Ot. 

A 111&dium sized Bri tish nerchant ve:;.sol mu1 ISUnk by ~boot on four• 

teanth to tirtffnth about N.tty Dlloa South-llost or OI!lR.U.TA.~. Anothsr Britiab 

ship or aim.1.lar tonnago in M outuard convoy 8Mk aix hundrod =1.los North•Eaat ot 

N&t'TFOUWLA.N>.on tho eleventh o.ttoT a rtro. Sabotage ia suapected. All crow were 

O&"ted. 

(II) JiU,UW 

.wllIA• 13th. It DOii appoare that P>'••t1••ll7 oll the onelltf tcrcoo 

i n CIRENllCA ohich remain tit for b<ittlo Ol'8 taol.ng tho ol.ghth onu betrl&en GAZA!Jl 

and the EL GOOI - J.mKILI rol'ld. Pourth Ind.1U Division, advancing Nartb-Ucet':ftll"da 

South or GWU, - tuioa oountar attackod by about Carty tenlal, Both attacko 

nre repulsed TJitb lole to the anoai:y of sixteen tank.a destroyed and twenty-ono 

of'N.cers am three hundred and ti.tty men ca.ptwed, t.1d.o division also abo"t dovn 

tou:r d.ive-bcabere. 

'ft:le Jl"Bsunt or our anioured tormct ion on tho onl!m;V''s Southern 

point, sCll8 hentY-f'ive mlloa South ot OAZALl continua•• Tuenty.t ive gun.s, tour 

Jnmc!red prisoner• and 701000 g4l..loll3 ot petrol 4.lld oil bavo ~n oaptured in tb1a 

area. 

llllllll• A J'apaneoe roroo landed at CHUtlPa\ll boo penetrated into 

BtlUIA Harth or VICTORIA POilll'0 The d-11 tion plan tor V]l:Ta!IA POWl' osrodrom 

Md wil"eleH etation bao boon pit into ottoot Md the garriocn are being "1.thdrarm. 

Reported that tho J'apanoM h«VO - l><r.{Ond CHIElliRAI, about 

tour - llile• north or D.lNltat, totrarde the -·· bordor. 

~· llithdre.ual.11 or Jape.neae torooa h'om ICHA:n on the YAHJ1'Z£ 

Rinf' art r eported, thie wuld relieve about another t':'ID dtviaton1 tar opoi"atiollll 

elaewMrt. 

1111111.a. 1"lJIINllW> Sector. 1l>o ..-ptuN ot TiltfNI!I bao •lillinotod 

tho 4&apr or tbo 0erMn !Cl"OH in that HOt<r l1.nJdns up <dth U,,,,,a on tha Rini" 
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Ctptgt} Oegk£, Thi Ru.11tana h&Tt hid Mrked aucc.on1ea agai.n.lt 

tho llorthun and Sout.bonl..,.. ot tho 0....,, omelopiOI --nt arowd ~. 

and the - !>ATe bMn o~ to •ltldr .. bot.Ii 1n t.bo J[Llll and rou. .,. ... rit.b 

~ oa•u•U1All and ... h loH ot oquiPMnt. 'lllo Tlltl>droftl in tho letter .,... 

bu been oonaSdarabla. 8otWMn tbeM two eeoton the Oorana h.ne Ndt a alight 

wltb!Nal 1n tho mirmovco - · """ Joot ot IDSCal, 1n Gl'der to nont""' "1t.b 

their rotU-.nt 1n tho KLI• ....._ ~po 1n tho o......., ::.lient Eoat ot '!ULl.1 

whiob or:!fWUT extended u tor u SKOPW, ti.vo boon uithc!Tawn ond the lino now 

rum ap-.latol.7 South t'roa rou. to a point "oat ot n:rl!illOV and t.honco to LIVNI 

which the -Um ,_ ol&la to - recaptured. 'lllo R .. otano ere attact1.og woe 

tho wMll ot thi• line, 

~. Ho ~e. Deep1t. he&vy ca1u&l.tioe the OorMna continue 

to hol4 tho l.1ne ot 'l'lllCll~ and T.ta.tlll(I). 

a&• ,.........., on S!V.ISTOl'OL baa probal>JT l'artllc" .. Md. !lo 

German atteapt to ONH t.bo m>.CH SmAIT 1o l.11toly at proeont. 

Psooluefq M . At'ter tryi,_ tor ewer two aont.hl to capture UOSCOO 

tbo 0- decided to •tabUUo and •1tblra• to o aborter line ouitablo tar c!e· 

tenee dur!J>c the wi.ntor, Their euat&ined otttrt I.Viler d1tt1oult eond1t1o"" had 

however oo aioh roduoed their !l.gbtl.ng oapao1t7 that tho lluooi ... ti.vo boon obl.e 

to l.&w>oh and preas - baa"f)' oountar-attaoka aloog near]¥ tbo 1'hole ot tho C.ntral 

:!«tor, pal'Uoul.arq in tho ILill and '!ULI. ....... Ao a .....it, the a. ...... rit.b­

dran.l. ha1 not been altogether acoordinc to plan and baa irrvol't"ed t.hem tn a.eriou 

dlttloulU.., 'l'hey 1111' now well ban to reviao thetr Ol'l.sinal intontiono •• to 

tbo!r wlnt.. Uno. !ho t.bJw.t to tbo IKJIC~!S-V<JIOl«lAD Rail- baa boen ra­

aoTed ro:r U. rinter. 1be Htuetion bt.1 un!ergot111 a .,..., .rbd illp"ovwct. ill 

t.be important -tral aootor, 'ftle Ruaoi&no - appe«r detinitoly to hold tho 

1n1 tia ti ..... 

(Ill') ill 9'P*!TIW$ 

:U.tb. A 10 200 ton ....,h&nt ..,, .. 1 ... ounl< ott ll!J\!!U by a ooutal 

Jlaleon or t.be Jlo)oal 111\Mrlenda Air Serviot, 

.lolll:o\• 12t.b/Ut.b. -nai .. ...s ..., .... t\11 .,_.u..,. """ 
ocrriod out Iv oar ~ht...1 and bolll>IN, 'l'NDt.;r l'el.Unrtona atarW tan 1-

tlrH at DlllHI aeroclrom, •MIG' lie '1', .... attaolood ..,.th ot IL '111I!II, on t.be rood 

_,. EL MlllllII.l and in tho BCllBt.-D:Jllll ...... lla'I)' nhiolo1 ..,.. dHtzved and 

oU-1 ~. In odd1t1oa to c-.alU.. .._toll 7Ht.rdq1 22 ._ Wcratt 

-- do•trqed, - pro'11abl7 cltltro)'ad and t-· d-ed. -· ot -

~ ....... and - - · .... aiuioe, 



- 3 -

FAR wr. lot.Jl. Six R.A. A. P. fldeon• tram DifroH EAST ! ?DIES 

bombed 'roll! !St:.Am, •bout t uo ~ lliles northl1eot ot Nm GUillEA , 

(IV) BtpX ACTIV11I. J,!Rfi 

l2tb/l.Jth, TO!l\Ult """ bonbed, cno e..,.,y aircre.fi •ho!I. down by 

A. A. lJtb, Anothek' e~ droraf't ohot. donn by A.A .• at Et ADJ!tl. 

llo!.Lii• 1Jth/l.4th, Six onOQY o.ir<:ratt oper•t1ng •l.ll(ll.Y over a 

period or 13 hours dropped • ..,. bccma without oausl.ll(I aey d4"0l!o, 

IJ6lol.lA, 13th, PE11Alll had tno air raido, !lo de.c<lgo to PRAI deck&. 

KUANT.iUl aerodrcDo r.e.s maohino gunned by lou t1ying aircra.tt. Four eneey aircr af't 

..,re •hot during tho da;-. 

JmmiA. l)th, J!!:AGUI, 'Ibo aeroctroi:o o.nd harbour #Ore bo=.bod, 1be 

i11roloaa Station, petrol d1.llQ) Md bNTaolce noro hlt but doto.lli ot damBge have not 

been roportocl, ~ droratt o.l.ao approached RAH:lOOU, 

(V) Airor&tt casuol tieo in oper ations over and f'rom the Brit-1eb I.eloa: 

Britieh • l lxinbor. 

(VI) It 1• proboblo thot 24 Geman ll-bosts have poosod dCl7!l tho RHONE 

Canel fJ'.ld are notr 1n the UEJ)ITFRRAmu.N, ?ho1r onduro.nco at 22 knots i a about 

600 mileo, 

(vn) C(MWEtiJSDI 

Jo.pa.no.so convoy r oported otf CAJlBODIA POlllT ..-as eotuAl.ly otf F.nst 

coast or DIJO-ClllN\, A large tloet of trnooports ua.s ropcrted o.t C.Al.atAJnl SAY on 

tha 14th. Thia 1• prcbobl,y tho •- convoy. 
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""~ass ~ 

IRITISK lMIASSY, 

W4SKIM OTOM, O. C . 

Oocombor l7 , lV41 . 

Doar t~ . l'residont , 

I onclo:!le heroin coptns of tho 

latest ropnrts received !'rom 

Lonion on t'10 .,,n1tory sltuatin"I . 

'rhey arc doted 4th- llth Pocombor 

ond lGth Deco"1l:or . 

rolleva mo ' 

Drnr r:r . i'ro~ldott , 

''er; sincerel3 yot...~s , 

~ 
"10 i!onoural lo 

7ra1.:r111 D. Roosevel t , 
!'resident of tho On1tod States or I.nerlca, 

\'losh1neton , o.c. 
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0121 sen· 

'P' 'DU' 

•r'i:.IJ 
J'ollolliJlc 1o wppl-..taT ........ or oporat1onal OYtDtl ....... 1tc 

tbo per1'>4 1.tb to Utb De-bor, 1941. 

(t) .auo. 
Q>r oui..n.ne., o~Ur.a og&ioot U.. b:1a sea IUppl.y ""'ti to 

»RICA, Md• a mllber ot wea.•1f\ll. att&c.ka en ahlppirw. Litht mT&l. toro.e1 cm> 

t1nu6d to aupport our aili tar,, operation• in Lmu. Oporationl in ru tAllt«r'n 

ft.tire 11n0<1 the outlrallk or ..,. with JAPAN h.no bffn tw.1¥ recorded 1n the dai.l,y 

..-ie•• tho G...-a min uzdtl 1n U.. BALT1& ._. -14ed 1n int.Miff onr• 
o1aoa c!ur1ac tbo -i.. 

§n):arSwe, there ft l a ccncenb:'f.t!On ot 8-boata 1n the OIB-

A.ALT.Ill area throughout the ~ and • ....Uer mabor .. ,, wcrkiJlg in the Jlorth· 

... tern •-bo•, but other.Uo thoro .U llttlo ooUvit;,y either i n tho llortb or 

S....tb AtianUo. U or 16 0-boatl ero bollnod to bo opon.UJ>B in tbo ll!D~ 

Q>r ahiWU. ..-iu .. -.. J.1ebt, opert tree 2 probobl,y ) llhl.p• torpedoed 1n oon­

voy 'INiet or IRELA11>1 all •ere duo to llino•• ShirJPinc looeoe tor !trlollbor llDOU.lltod 

to 100, 491 to1>1, 88, 003 ton.s beinfl Br1t1eh. t1>11 tot.ol ia near.l,y 100, 000 l._. 

U- tile previouo -ill, and, ...,.pt tor llarcb, 19'0, ropr .. anto tbo -U.1t 

~ tot.el •lnoo tbo beg1nn1nl ot tho - · 

.klillo llur-1"8 the -k o..U.., lOtb Deooober, 'f78 1hip1 l'IOro oon· 

TO)'ld, l'aportl into tho United JCiredcm troa ah1p1 1n oorrvf11 tor tile woek ending 

6th Do- -- m ,ooo tone, 1nolud1ng 2?6,?05 i- or oll 1-rU • .._ 
~ b)' ~t.I and~ took plaoe ott•tbt out coost. '9 m- ....., 
ooc-ted tar dari"ll tbo period., 

(If) MJI,WRI 

Joma, !ho Briu..b tor .. • ba"9 - ncu-t tho tooUool 1n1· 

Uotift, -pt tor moll. -- at 11.W'ilA ml IWIDI&, wbo llllllt -- or 

lotlr - , tho ·-r- ero - o.-ntroted 'loot or tho 111>1 ClAZAIJ.­
llR fllnlll, t1'bt1"8 • rMrgmrd ootion 1n tbo hope ot bo1ng ob24 to 1tond on • 

dotenain 111>1 l'llrtllor 11Ht. 'Ibo obJeo~ ot tbo r-tl ot tho ) ·- _,..ed 

41.Ulw• 1'Jo -. DC9 prct h'7 ~ aa oae torat-toc, aaet bl to re·t&tn wt­

tio!Allt .. bill. 11111 •tr1tinc - to l.Atllot ouuolU.O .. t.bq rlthilr••· tho 

t.1111 ot U.. llritioll - 1• to Mintoin ouoh proo...,.. on tho "-"°' . ._ 
~\ llol -' .....-l11 outti~ to ~ ottMUftlT, 

r 
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AllllU· The - 01111Nl SWt ho•.lns .i.@ldod to "'7 t.o 

ri&bU1H tho1r Ruaotan t>-ont, the .i.,._. ahleh U.-- l.ISCCJI 1a i:robobl¥ 

r-.cl at i ... t till the Spring. ,,,_ a....n l>'oOpO ..,. cm tho ~tanoift &lore 

most ot the line &lld .,.. "•n w:dw wob sr••,.... in ICM 1eotar1 that t.he rith­

draual ot di'ri•iOM to rttit M1' not be ••'7• In tht tout.born 1.otor, it 1• ot 

-tiwl» iJororUno• tor tho a...,.... t.o ,...,.. t.hoiT ad..,, .. , but - am po•· 

a1hJ¥ -t.ho ldgbt - alapoe botoro U.O:r roc•pt.or. lla!TOI' nth corralJIOD:llic 

pootpo~nt of tht1r U-toble !er CAOO.ISIA. l'iNll.1¥, tho a1r oHuation io on­

couracl.nc, r.,. 1t •PPI""' t.bat tho Ruootan :i.. Per .. at pre .. nt holdo oupe:-1odtT 

cm tJ;e .. It or tho t>-ont, ~l.7 in tho :JCllC(ll1 HOtcr • 

.lilrAll• It appoaro pr®able thot the l"'iMzo7 Ja-M ol>Jocti•N 

aro SilllAPOI!\ and the PHILIPPI!&'l, c-,orationo ee&inot l«llll KOill an<! tho Poo11'1o 

Iala.odo .,.. ~ to t.hooe prlnoipal aiu, tho threat to Btroll and BCIUlEO 

bo1oc intlodod t.o dOftlop subeeqllOntJ;r, At lll:ll IOIO, our troopo haft - act.i 

on their o tandiJlg ordere t.o evacuato the l;w,J,and rlllen a t t&clald in ~ 

etrOllCth• tt.11' ret.tr ... nt ha.a been l\ICO(UIDf'ul in ao tar aa thoy havo !ought ott 

._ a ttAoipto to l.nt4irt .... nth ito ordul;r execution. Guo.rilla aotiYit:T b7 the 

C~.ineM 1111 drr9lop lator in tho NV of the Ja-M att&cldng taN<t. In lllliD, 

O\CI' MYal t.tJd &1r lo1M1 have coapelled our le.M tcrc11 to to.ce a oituation .-blob 

bid not *a. oonteeplated.1 in u D.10h • • they 11U.1t now boor tbo brunt or t.n attaok 

b:T J • .,... .. l'orcoo IQJOJ'inc - am a1r Oll;>ll•1cr1Q-, -bll08 tbea to r&intcroo 

with lltU. 8r1tJ.1b in·tertv.noe. Thi ~lltion or rail~ brlcfCo•, etc., 11'b:.lob 

our troope IN erteott.n, ao thoy rotiro should 1.t:podo tho e~'• advMOe. J\lr­

ther norU'I, the occupation or SLW aivo• the 9DMV' a.n J.a.xrtant be.at tar cpera­

tioc.I "lainft. e-it.mr MlLlD or !llC!A1 &ad •nn oJ,.cat. our aea o~UO:le 1D 

the 111.J Cl' llEIG.ll.. tho JAJ>&DOOO have - ton d1Yil!OM a!Nad,y in &:.IUIA. SW! 

-.nd So\lUMlrn Ill)().(lHlNl1 .m a turther 12 or ac, in0-lud1n6 mo.st. ot the teven in 

Ul'JJI, llicJit bo -ie a....U..ble ~wl;r or at abort J>Otico tor ot.hor cperationo. 

!ho U.11UJ..oc hotcr1 -.W, ~ bo oldpptog and a1r ~ 

JIS'PK PjQtnp. The pho1pbo.te plant.I 1n OCEAN ard nAtD'UJ Ial&n!I 

haft bean d-11obod aooordtng to ~Yiouoly ;nparad pl&M • 

.llllllll• ,,,_ - ru,bt ot "" Ind.1ao Wantry lr~odo hes l.ol't 

Il'l>D tcr IWllOOll,, 

.ll!lllillX• tho mmber ot llqarl.an troopa on tllo fruu1an l'ront 

bu *• - to about :io,ooo. 
lill&lrl• !ho ~ oon~t in RWSIA, u-ch bolai -, 

otill -- t.o the &q\linloat ot about t.i.. diYioiono in aotio• in tho c:RJWl , 

' · 



.,. 
ppqn4yp. !bl Serbian PatrioW. Ob6N- Colonel ltthd.lario.b, 

..., bo1"c lwnW 1D U.. -.,t&1D.s, but are •t.Ul oapable ot' cau.oi.c U.. o..­
oouidtd"&ble ~. 

w yn. '!bu-e 11re IC91 indioation.1 ot the boginni.ng ot O•run 

trcop oonoontretlone 1D ButO.utLl, 

(III) ilB Qrp,tW?fi 

mmm gxrppqc. Oponticlll cen ...,.,..l,y Hltrict.ed b)' bid 

_1.1;.,., - - onlJ' belle al>l4 to «rry Ollt tbelr ~ - on..,. 
night, s.......i NOooHM att.olol -. IUd• on - obipp.tni, it u uU..t.od 

tbot J? ,000 toM wore owlk or damged b7 wr tJ.roratt., n,. G ,.l. P, aotl vUy ... 

negllgible. 

CINJ1U.L trmrmmAWH, A tot.al ot l'IOl.t"J..y 40 tone ot H. t . &lid 

1.n.cebd.iari ea wwe dropped on UAPUS 1n the oou:r•• ot tvo attackB. 

~. Do)' night -· end bllrrioano bcllbore direct.od boa"7 

•ttooa chiol'lT optnet • ._ .,...-oc1 vohiol.ea, I~ T, end ..,.odr.....,, llaval &IJ'o 

cratt. jol.md 1D b7 -.,. B.utDil docka end f'elUnJtono rotdec! 1!1IPOLI. Qir 

fi&hter1 patrolled the battle area and accounted t'Of' ..vsrol dive ba11ibcr1. fbe7 

&lso baraeqd the tl'MlllQ' aM took hoavy toll ot hit Nchantcal vehicl es in lo..-.. 

f'b1.ng attao1at1 'ftlO Axis air forces kept up • h14Jh eoalo ot oper ations t11th thoir 

41Ta bcaber1 end "1ngle ensinod fl.gbter•. 

hB WT. O'lin,s to boaV7 •J"lOJO' ett.ac.ks b;y auperior .rorco1, " 

were obl.1pd to efteluat. the ~· in llortbwn U.U.t:U a!'te!' loall:g .-. ot 

Ollr tight.re 4111tro7*1 0'1 the crom>d. Pr,:WO llu - bo9bod OOTor&l t.iaoo vi th 

tal.rl:r ,,....,. cuualU.• - the civil.Un ul.&tlo pop>UU<>n. 

IWiiUA• Int.en.sin operat1one l:o' the R1.1.aaian Air Poree in oon­

Sunct1on With their ncont countor-attacka JD:'OVit\t tu:rthor ovido.nce ot tho pr11C1nt 

Geru.n - .. in !1anter1, ciu.e to oithdrawt.l. ot unite for rotit or omploymont 

e1-r<1. Tho oarrioe •bllity or c.,.... al.roraft Ila• probabl,y been recluood b7 

the intel:ae oold to a crMi.r extent t.baJ:a tbo.ee ot tho lbla!&n Ur Fcroe aho•e 

~ •tatf'li are _.. taaU1a:r with 9'IJOb condits.ODI Md wboM aerodrmea have not 

- witbiD tlio battle ....... 

(IV) R"'AA" fBC1J PJmWMmQ !JI> nm;r,1,mzmz; S.?CflTS on R&StJLTP er a,+. r , 

AIR Amp!§ Ort INWX mrmsx I I m ug 

au&· C11ualt1H end d-• •• ~t.h/- llov•bor ..... thl 

i..avtut eo r.... l'hot.ocreplior.1D S.p-r and O.t<>bor 1how ,...,.. ~ to rail• 

- s141oc• at U.. -lral J-tioa ...S oonN.19 ropcru t.bat a IOlllitton tn.1D -

~ -1.a1 -"'""" 4- tr.. ""I" ...... end bl.ut, One """ oC \I» -
wlbubooo~~t -lerse•~-ataaoll ~...Sa 
1-... boldor ... ...,.. a~ ...... - · 



<fm. * · n 

(I) aw, 

,,.­
Cew ... ../,;;,. 

REGRADED "'"Tfsm 
UNCL, ~31FIECJ.s 'Vvl 

• ImD• S ' "• 1. 61000 ton It&J.J..u Mrohant .,.,,,.1 11 bM.cbld 

- CAI'! ll!Tlll!II (South 11 .. t ClRDCZ) aCter boJns ~ by a &11oiob 11\lbMrJ.no, 

-. .,.. - lJO ....n_. trca Ibo lk-1U.b mtlHr amt ctt .w:waw, 
Qllll. .l Dl:toh r~ MOii - ._ -cbel>t obip on tho UU. 

&Id one oil• OD the l)tll ott 102& BlA.RO, 

(ll) W ,WAX 

.wlla• 14th. Our troop• ottoolcod all Alons the lino and 1l)' U 

..... hm toro.d • gap in •MllV ceniZ'e. BT 2,)) p . .. on-.y 'll'9re 1t111 hold.1ng po11-

t1cc to l&ot ot OWII: BAY and ~ -.in rood, and also 1llrt.'- to Soutll utrUS. 

'l'Jtll;R EL .I.II>, In o.tt.n>occ, .._, C<IWIW att.o<>lc.od 1n latter area ~ 21 

taub, .ltt&4k OOD~ until Ibo OTOll1ol 'boat ._ ta1lad to .,..... attoclc "-• 

---,,.·~ 
llilolola• lStb. In South ml.lH, •- re.._i bis attook at d..,, 

oJ>d 1ucoeeded 1n 1Alolotl.ng our latt brigode, 'l'ouob bu not ;ret boon r Ht<>Hd 1n 

opito ot oounter attoolt, C>.lr toroN oparatioa 1" tbt KROK area line boon roins 

t01'Cad by a ~two batt&ll..,. oJ>d.,.. at prHtnt boJ.d1ng tl>oir ground •itho..t 

d.Utioult;r, ~·• -.in objeottw -· to bo to P"notratt bot-• our t.., 

tGl'ooo 1n tbU llr'M: Ho 1• -st.qi i.- !do attoob with tanst1"&1 ocunc• 1n 

tpitt ot Twr7 """"' 1-··· 
m 1m1. llo cha:ic•· 

Jla• .l -U neonn&iH&nOf P"trol, oii-ratJns 1n tho aroo ot 

- (1'10 1l1lao llUt or IWOOOH) , ... tired •• Iv Siuloo o....s.u-.. 

pleted bf' ml'1W2c 13th D1omber, '!bl t.brM 6• oout dittenoe g1.mS on STO~trr1'EM 

IA1al.t haft - de•1ro19d by ,. and tbt cC'l'Uoo oncuat.i. i...,. and -•to 
..,_ .. art11l.c7 tin oonU- ap.Wt our der- 1n Ibo lorUiorn ~ ot tho 

blaa!. 'l'be J_ .. are owta•Urc twrry arat\ on tbt IOlltOCll aide, and it u 
tboaght tbeJ' - - at~ a d!not utault on tbt 1al&D!, 

llllJA• !be INNian t croe• •• oontlnuing their oounte:r ott1n11'N, 

Tbe7 - 001>- - (lllrib ... t ot I!Ul9) and ... adnnoinc Oii am.. 

cm> •n =·nom 
~ 4? .s--n a.ope- to _, 11, - a5, -

-.. '· a. ........ s. --· 
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Jolllll, 13th/14th. 15 .. ~ton.t boobed Olllll\ ti>M Md urodr°"', 
ILt.a "1'• -1e on tl» ~, oa. a •cbMio.&l tranoport. cM,ot Md. on a o-:.tat•Dtr&­
Uon of T&biol.11. 'l\"O l.vc:t th•• ,,_.. 1t.u-W, 

14th. Our !Jcl>t.r• atteolced • •envoy ol 4/J Sou<h bound lorr'ia• •n 
tbo U. Jlllllll.t • llB!llH&Zt r ood, 1.ntl1otiJlg hM"7 oaou&l\l.ff .., ~. do~ 

too lorriu and d-11>8 35, <hlr1'111 the d~, our tl.ghtor1 ohot d°"" !CM" enocoy 
drorart, 11• loot tour CJcl>tore, 

l4tli/l5t.b. lD S.uJ:wtoao dropped 16 tona or boab• on B!:'C!!i.ZI 
lllrboOr, all ot 1'111ah toll 1n the torgot aroo, 

(tv) igm Actrvm 

1Stl1/16t.b. YI drorott operaWd ag•inot the United Kingdom or 
whioh ten Mdt land.tall, 

liloioll• Utli/lSt.b. Eiclit airoratt ra14ed tho I.ala.,,,, SJJ&ht 
d"""'• '"'' c..,ed to oirlll.ao property, 

llAWll• 15th. IPO!rro7N in l'ERAX STU! .. , boel:>od b7 20 •OlllT &ir­
or&t\,, 1bl -odl me Md I petrol d""P hit, 

( V) AIBCflW Q/iSW.LTIFS IU OPERAT!Ot§ Q\rm Arp fBCll Tlfl IIRIIJSH ISLQ 

Brttilb - l -- muing. 

(VI) m SfdllJRm 

15th p,.. 20 •.hell.a toll 1D the DCMS v.e, caminc 1<98 damp 

to .,_.. Md 1l.1gbt d- to 111.llta>T prope!'tT, One ht&l oornoe ouualty Md 
....... 1 pe<>pl• inJured, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHING TON, D.C. 

Dear Ur . ~011dent , 

18th December , 1941 . 

I enclose horoln a copy or t he l•toftt 
report reooivod from London on the JJ111tary 

11 tu.o t!on. 

Believe me , 

Dear Mr . Prooidorl. , 

Very eincorel,y youra, 

~ 

The Honourable 
Pronkl1n D. Roosevelt , 

President ot tho untted Staiea or Amerio•, 
• ••h1ngton, D.c. 



l.J"'~~o~ 
I.. • .: At:J~() 

S!MEL ... 17 • ,.. I 1:·0 

= m rrrmg sp n 

Wol'Mtion rect1Yed up to ? a.a., 17 Deoeablr, 1941. 
(I) .liWli 

- r .. t.er. • 16th. 'Iii. PRim BmJH bu lett df7 dock and 
1" Hported alcqold<I tho ooal~ J•ttT at DR!Sf, 

JUIL'l4, • 15th. ll))ll IO.O, Ooo .at H,11, deotro)'ere llholl.ecl 
two riTtt boe.te in I OOUOH BA? and b11• tba up. 

(n) snruax 

J.mIA. om- att&olc o.n W en11111V line 'between. G.UJ.U. &nd U. 
mtoff BL .A.BJ) wa ocmt.1niad1 and pl"CCJ'OBa n a aodo 1n tho cu-ea Bas t. and South od 

GAZAU, !ho pooitl.DQ hoH and in t.lio Saut.b wlm'9 ot.hor Indian troopo hod at­
t.oked in tho tRDJH EL ABO area, va.t oone1dored e.atJ.at'aototy, ~ o.uualt.itil 
...,. thoulbt to bave 'boon boa"7, ID the •anti. an ormured roroe hod •orlced 
rowxl the ·-·· S...thwn tlenlc and reacbod ita obJtot1Y• •t Bill l!WllH EL .lUllll 
(DMrlT 41> .U..• ,..est ot GJ.Z.UA) whe:r1 it 0111agod ton onoai;r ta.nlc• and •o• £Wll • 
It ta thcNcht that prier to tb1e aot.1on t.bt ·~ was unawre ot t.h1.s nei• threat 
to Ma ,._, Duriog tho JJth and 14th, llow Zaalanil troopa oapt\lrod OHJ'l.Y 11 100 
prioo-•· - Pol1ah troops ~. °" 14th .. d .. trO)'od • Ix ·- - and )()() 
ton• or ...mt.ion. 

.u.i.t.ll• 16th - , KIDAJI - S..vy tigbtiog cootinuo•, 
au-- toroM at JnNn\. oa u.n. ot Rivor l.lllDl, to :wtwatt or rsu.uc , but our 
lo•••• in llOll and equipmont ha•• boo.n hoe.9)", e.nd a turthor 1d th.:SJ"aval 11 Ut.lT 
to be ntoe .. GT. ID DLl.'l'UJf, tl:ic-e .. .,.. p&trol aoU•1t7, Wt·~ 
not.hine to report. lli re0-onna.Uoa.nco ahowd. a le.re• eoooentr-atJon or •nec:r 
lz'OllOporta ott IOfA B1WW and PATIJII, 

toolc plooe, ~·· riro • • aocurato but •po.rt !'roll •- d-• to Alll!Rl:CEN 
Doolr, ldlltar)' 4-• or ouualU.. do not ._.,. to 11a .. 'boon - · l'ubllo 
IDOZ'&le ia C•ner allt hich &a:! e.t.tiehot.ion at MJeotion ot propolall tar p&rle.y 
wl4ol¥ _..-. Cbo • ._ a1rcn.tt - ehot down into the oea ott W:.IAS 
111.ud. 

li611.tll&· !!Mll;r troop. bavo lamed Clorth ot UlllI and tbaH 
are roparto at l&a4JJ111 a t ID!O?Cl (tllrtbor to !lort.b), TOii i_... Ja-M nr­
abipo1 one ......,... and - -ino MYo 'boon reported oft th1AI ....., 
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Jllllllil, Ho aot.hit;:r "°70nd &n ~· ot shot. i..i-n -

or our petrob and • hi poat at llr.l.IDI (a m .u .. !forth of IZSa>) , 

~. 1ho Go:rw.n "1tMr•""1 in tl1o UOSCOO l'ront 11 oon­

titruing, Tho Rl.1.111.an olaia to 1-vo rto•pturtd XALl?fIN Js eonaidel'ed to be 

COJ'1'9ot, 

( 1ll) AD\ 9PWT19~0 

1Hh/l6th. :CO to.. of 1-1» wro droppod at C6!El0 ...i 

-st. -• ooon in the dock area, At BR&'l! )Z ion. of booobo..,.. dropped !.it 

&.C1eur&te obMnatton ot Hwlt.a wa• not po1•1bl• o~ to c.lcud, ~bt R, A.A.r, 

droratt took ]MU"tl on those oporatione. 16th. A Doautort hit a P'lak ehlp ott 

tho Dutch Coeat with a torpedo, 'l\to Sp1tt1ro• wero a.hot down noar CAI/.JB, 

16t.h/l7th. 173 aircl't\tt d.,petobed to • CIIU£1/Sll.\l'Ell 83; OS\"3lll J~, lllEST ~, 

s.~. BRZST is, OOl«IBl 1.4, i:-n.to (PARIS oroe) 4. One - 1o aluinc, 

cne ca. doma in tht •• am a third cr..a.d but tbl ons 1• •at•. 
'ii'fJ'ft.A!t §n;zpus+lf, 1Stb/16th. 20 'Ce~to:la att.ao.bd 

Naval ahi"l'inc at 'fAR.l.l'l'O, Sambs fall in U.. torsot area i.it • - --• 

prevented d•t&iled obsenation o-r resulta. 

(IV) em NfTIYm 

16th/17th. 4l air.,...tt operot.d ogaiMt the U,X., ot whioh 

l4 - landfall, 

~. 15th. ~IV t1'1>tor• oorried out a 1-f'lTing at­

tack on the Ml'od:r~ at rnNr.lN bu.t 1)0 dw.c• QI" OL-'"'U&ltiea &re nparted, 16th. 

l!Dolll)' air aoti Vi\7 oo a Ualted aoalo onl,y, 



-

- - -
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BRm8H EMBASSY 
W ASHJNGTON, D.C. 

oec•~b•r 19th, 1941 

Dear ~r . Freeldent , 

J encloee herein • corY or 
the lateat report rece t veJ rrom London 
on the a111tart e1tu&t1on . Jt wae 
4e t e4 ~ecember 18th, 1941 . 

Believe me , 

ilear kr . President , 
ver1 asncerely yours , 

Th• HonoW"ebl • 

PranK11n ~ . Rooaevelt , 

•••h1nston, n. c . 



QP1JL lac '9 
Intonation receind up to 7 .... , 18th Dooeabor, 191.J.. 

(I)~ 

Jb:t,betp l!ttqre. 26th tlcrvoabc-. .4 Ru.eaian suburine aank an 

SOD ton •rohmt abip in POOLO SOOMl (S.~. ot !lortb Capa). Bet"-••n 28tb -

and 6t.h lleoellbor anot.bor flwlo:l.on eut.arino aonl: ono 101000 and t'10 61 000 ton 

• aeorted aerob&nt t.b.ipe in tho vicinity ot Horth C~pe. 

17!.h p,-. 'l\70 ot fl.II. llina111aopora ...re in action 1'11.tb tuo 

• ._ daat:ro,.,-o ott OCl!Cl>!'lSICt (entrance to l1l!I'IE SE/.), Ono """ eJJ.eht:Q­

duagod and tbe other hae eo tu been unlooated. 

PPI'JWNWAN• 17th. F.arl.y 1.n tho morning our airorart lo­

cated • tcroe ot ene111 battleehlpe, orui•w• o.nc! destroyers Southbowld aisoorting 

4 -Dh&nt ob1po1 to the lleatftrd ot NAVARIOO, At 5,55 p ... - JJ.eht tore.a 

WeN 1D IM)tiOO uit.h the e._ 165 ailu to the Soutbwaz<! b\1t loet tounh at 6.47 

p.a. •inc• whoo no tur-t.her reports hive been noeived. 

4"'?" M ah1rm1re· JJt.b. ! Spo.niab tanker or medium tonnace 

... sUlllc by a ~boat ott the Spanieh oo .. t to the Enot or omw.TAR, 

l5tll. .& ~ ahip ot JIMldiUll toomoge ,, .. torpe<loed in the 

Yio1r>it7 ot C.IPE ST. VINCE!ll'. 

16th,, A Dutoh oo .. tel .., ... 1 ... d-aod in the BRISTOL cw.mmL 

by an • ._ airorott whioh waa probebl,y ohot datrn by a Corvette. 

(ll) Lf!I,IWX 

~. 16th. fie cont!nued to preoe the aoe.,- alollg th& wbolo 

front taking a.bout l , OCX> Italian.a iruoner. Strong reaietanoe geo encountered 

acme l2 aUea Soutb-Weat ot OAZ&.U.. MearmhU.ei a z:obilo det&olment had reached 

millI aatr14e the GAZA.LWEU& road vbere 8<911 8Jl8llT lt.1'. wao deetr0)'9d. I11 the 

etternoon our llJWNl'ed toroaa ..ving tram BIR llWllH BL .llZBI. (Seo OPIE!. !lo, )9) 

ongagod the - in t.ba rear ot lib ·~ tlanlc llortb ot t.ba 'lllmH BL All). 

17tll,, 10 .... 22 a.,_,, tanb (probebl,y r__,,ta ot 15th tJd 

2llt OCWOl1 UWlUl'od diviai-) MOart.ing a lu'p OolUllO .. re diaoOftl'Od witlo­

dr&llinC in the dinotion ot 1l.lllll. lat.or • ._ began to rel:l'eat all along the 

lino. OU. t ...... toll- \IP end IQ' DOODt iltw ZeaJ.an! t:roopa hod reaohod & 

point 10 ll1lN North ... t ~ OiZAIA. 'll>o Min portion ot °"" N'llOlll"od r....,.. 

wu ~ tram the Biii l!AUDB IL AIElll arae on 'DllllI. 

D:e¢1s .,,., South Ah-1oan troopi o.ptUNd .0 .._, po1t 

,_.. .... ~ ti. - ~ llUIDIA. Follow1lll pri-• ot - - -



&m.UPlll vp to 1't.h Dl-1 

a....., - 72 ottioor•, 2,926 otbor r...ta 

Italian • 'ZJ7 otti-•1 41869 otllc- r...ta. 

tp:p rprg. &Mm;r 11hellittc tJ¥l aortar tiro have G&UHd 1c. 

daao&• to our bMcJ\ det•- pill baxee on North •hore ot tho Ill&!>! and to ooo 

cout .i.r.- botterT. -.. bu ooulltd - 4- to tood et.or.a lnl •t.. 

atno. o..r U'tWe7 tire bu d1apone4 - troop -tr•ti- """ treneport 

on the a1n1&DS aarS 1ilamed roar ....,. rw:w. en l?t.b, a tu:rtl:aer 81.JmOa.a to eur-

... - - reoe1...s. !l>t a .... ..-- replied t.ll•t bo •• oot inpued to NCein "'V' 

t\ITthor o-1oot1oa Oft tho nl>jeet,, 

llilolo61l• 17t.ll. IEllAJI. ()i right onoaiy attacked our det.141wnto 

ln GlU1! .,... (25 oJ.1to s .s.B, or moo) 1n •- ota-engt.h. an lott, wl.thlrawal 

trca Ri:nr mill U cont~. Ou:r reM!"'N torMtiozMI noW en Une ot River lRIAN 

(20 llil.e• to SouU>) . 

J:IMli. VltJ:drml i* ''•• 

gerem•. • ~ bold ~ttloe ott lli•• MlL (25 all.ts South or 

lO'lll. B!llR11) . ~ -. otr ._t &tter 11\!ttering ca....iu.o. U.n'1oro 

oot.blng to report, EnolOT Ur aot1rlt7 nec1!«1blo. Anti-<Liror&rt doton ... hoff 

abot d""" lJ ·- drcr&rt to date, pJ.111 5 proboblo. 

rgt:MU"§ twc::R, ti. Netherland• P'.e.1t Indiea Govormorrt an­

- thot on tho -.i!QI ot 17tb Doooabor Por~o !lJ:IOJ' ••""""Pied bT Dutob 

...s Al>otrollln r ....... 

JllliiUl. lloWi,g addl.Uoool to ottiol.ol c-.!q1"•• 

(m) m gmw:mm 

l6th/l7th. 11IL1m!l.1Sllol\l!ll (n tcna) , almi> (J5 tcna), INST 

(31 tone), and OOllCIJU( wore attacked in tdr vidbillt)'. lJ t.iror&rt l'rQI R.O,A.P, 

equodrooo tock pert 1n t.hoN rdda. 

17th. OQro tl.gbtor• du~ • ~ 88 ctt 1:!11?. 

17tlv'l9tl>. 137 t.iror&rt dupotohod to ll!!ST (121) 111.VRI (14) 

loofleta P.UU:S • <RlZAJll (2). U !!REST, ottAclaod ll)' 99 &1rcrort o loqo aploeiOll 

am t1Ha 1112"9 Hen, thc:lucb a _.., ilel"een h1.nd*1"td obMrn.Ucn. Cm bombc' 

ai••ilW• A.neither o-. dowu in the Na but tbt orn 1• aate. 

~. 16th. 0Ur liabt bcoobero ltortod I lorge tiro 1n d­
ooor IW!ll:tl Al>! attaoW BS/mil --· In tho COl.l'H ct oontinuoua tight.. 

potzooli to tho S...tllooot ot QAZlLl and ~t - be- CilALt. ud !llJ)II 

Clll.T wo - ~ ... 11cbtod, - ct ""1ob •• do•~• 



.,. 

"P"Nt'-'I &.. sri&A~~ (-'.loot llCJU90) -utul.IJ' att.aai..ci J•­
-ahipo ott llIRI. 

(IV) EMQIX 4grxvrn 

17tb/1Sth. .I.bout Ul • ._ &Jzorert operated q&!Mt tbt 11ni t.ed 

Uoc<lca, ot wh1oh 14 orceaed tne oout tor •i-t poriodo. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

DeoembP.r 20th , 1941 . 

Dear Mr . President , 

I encl ose herein copi es of 

the two latest reports rece i ved from 

London on the m111tar•y situation . 

Bel ieve me, 

Deer Mr . President , 

very sincer ely yours, 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of Arrerice, 

Washington , D. c. 



• 

----Et t I C&!Si) 

grs Mg. 41 

mm grup, 19th. lSe•MC• de1J)6tohod at thNlo thirty a . a.. 
l.oo&l t.1at l'<lpcrtod that artor 1iea.,. -ut Ja~nHo 4ve ettootod 
a l&nd.1nc on North teat oornor ot th• ItJlatd. Every ettart wu be!tw 

grave ae OJ'MlllllY hAd mad.1 • dHp peoetration. Ten n.1.Detee.n a.-. Wil"elae1 
1t&Uoo ... bel.JlC ebm>lonod duo to adJustMnt of ~fonoOI, I.aot 
o:rpber boolr: and t&l>JA RI beizlc dOltroJed att.r ~•s-toh ot ••-· 



wm, lfp. 1,,2 

(I) .IWk 

.. et ot OilllW.'Wt., 

KmIT!BB'P*'• 19th, 1114' -... A Drit.ilh oruiNr Md dee• 

V01W _,, - 20 1111N north ot l!tll'OLI Lad .,.. Wl&ble to ote.., A Britloh 

""'1- - ai.o ll1md but u proceodl..?W at 16 knot&, 

(II) I IlW!I 

_wm, l ?'th. a.. tare.. l\ru..r plll'<IUOd U.. Htr.a Ung •""'O', 
Lad b1 4.'° p.,., our llrllOllZ'Od toro.• and intaotey h64 reached tho general l1nA 

&,. Tllllll --st to BIR !IWJl H EL AU!lll., ao ldnnoo ot JO ..U.., -ta 
ot tho Ital.11A _.... an<1 .. t.r~ r,,,..,.. ·- to bo nthlralliJ>C n.. mm 

ml ..-t.o ot tM1J' 1D!'aolz7 to IDl!ll., R-ta ot tho G.....,. ...........i tm'Ma 

- rithlr- to !Et.'L poea1bJ¥ ~ tor B!R)ltlZI b)' tl>o Coast Rold., Cllr 

~· l8th. In DlLAll?AN, al.nor • ._ aoU'rity onl,y, 

mlU• 'Ibo rithlrual troa Ri- llllll& to Ri- l!JW.K hH boon 

MIT1*I out _....tullJ', 1llo -t.1.on ot P.L'llJIJ to JIOt'l SIEIWM.11 ml 8~ 

POll:I hu aleo - ett..W -allal.17. 'Ibo attack °" our c1e....- at ORllt 

hu not boon pre...i., !he t""'O' oorriod out a !airl,r hea'7 bcmbiJlg at taok on tho 

... torn ...u- at IGW'OR ('° llilo• north ot XUAU. LIPIS!l, 11 large tranoporto 

an reported ott PAT.A.III, tlh•• t.b9re 1• continuoWI launch 90tirlt)'. 

' 'GR7P C'fD· Apa_.. ere HJ)Cll"ted. to ban YWtld t.t.P.AilA 

attoP de•lr<01all tbo 'ldrelM• •tat1-

llllli1A- ... dan --· ..,,.u-., i.n tho - w TV!.' 

.._., 'Ille -ie olaia to - t&Qn .w!SSllf (:lO 1111.• .....-oi ot 'llll.A) an<! 

SICCll.IWO (1' 111.i. ~t ot tvLl) u bolinod, 11111'7 Ruloie atta.U OH 

&loo ....,...W tr.. tbo ix.TZ 8'11Ill. 'Ibo - OH 1.ntanai.!)'lls tl»lr -

_.. °" SIY.&S!llfCIL, 

<nr> m mp•new 
19tll, 47 llM"7 _., _.. dHpoWhod to att.eok 80HllUCllCllST 

ml amalllU at EIS!, illrete oaudJw ~i- _. •Mn oo tho •- ot both 

'battla "" •• - - ,,., to tho - of tho ..... - &loo toll-4 

• n....,... ... .....i mf' , , .. ,.., ..... tt.1a* -- ......... 1"9111 



tr.a tho ONEISENAU, Jl'irM .... otorted in tho J•ttl.01 am -·t tho 0"""1• 

tlage Mttl.ng, U oquodrGlll or N.ghtar• provlded oooart to rithin ton .U.1 of 

B R&ST. Bc:eber'a shot down U.-.0 Ueaeeraohll.f.dU 109, probably deetroyed. three and 

daugtd nine. F1ghtell"1 d•atro)'9d tour &Jld damaged one. Our loaaoa nN tovr 

Stirling•, one l'9.nchtat.r and Ont 8.zrrioane. fl:ro at.her bcaber1 orubed, tho 

CHlt' ot OM beine 1aved. 

18tb/l9th, 19 balboro Coopatohed to att&>k Blli:ST but rtoibl.· 

lit)' a.a poor and ruult. nre unobeaM'td. Ono a.1roraft craahed on return. 

limlA· Oo 16th am 17th, lllrricanos dcagod 46 l.orrUo Md 

five petrol t.&nJcart 011 tho St ADH!UIA road. nuru. the attack on &Jilli\ aero­

drom on 16th, two l«rge a.1rore.1't wwo deatroyed on the groum and two tire.e 

started.. On 17th, ho•vy atteoka were made by Bl.enbeill8 on an eDOll1' Mob.o.niot+ 

tranaport oolwm aoutb-eaat of IERN\ e.nd motor vohiolee n&e.r umtILI, mMY" vo.h1cJ.ea 

bol.ng d .. tro,...i, Boetooo att&ckod aid hit buildiogo at O IOVAmlI BER'.Ill. (18 mUae 

eaat-aouth-e&lt ot &POLLONIA) and fbrrloanea with boobs e.ttaolctd meo.han1c&l tr~ 

port oear EL 'llJDII anll MEKILI. Ue:rylam• deatr010d 1$ .Junlrer • 52 at BARC! aero-

17th/18th. tiellingtoa.a auccaaat'Ul.ly boabed BEllilf. aarodr~ 

and e.tt.acbd Mobanioel tr-enaport o:o the BARCB-TCatl road. During o.'bovi) opora.­

tiona, two Uoaeerao!aidta 109 were dtatroyed in the air. Six lln'Tico.no• ere 

cdaeing. 

CEjftNL Lii)I'mW,HMN. 16th/17th Bnd 17th/18th. N4nl Sward• 

fiob attaoked a 4 , 000-ton tonlcar, wbioh io bollnod to bav& aWllc, 17th. Four 

BlenholJml attaolcod tr-port in tho ZUARA aroa ( .. et ot 'lRIPOLI) Md destroyed 

tYO train coaobee ..00 two peU-ol tankers. Che Bl enheiJll 1e llieoing. 

FAR WT. Dutoh bomber squadrons at.tacked OMl!f shipping at 

tJ.llU. One deatroyer wu hit and near meaea ww-e Mde on one oruiaer and on two 

tl-&.Dlporte. 

( lT) Em AA1'ImX 

18tb/J.9th, 38 aircrott o~rated ogol.Dot tho United !Cingd.., 

tho •Jcr1ey of wbiob .,.. ouopeotod of ll1neJ.o,y1ng in tho flllllllR aroa aal in 

LMRPOOL BlY. 

liWl· l6tb/J.7th aal l'Ttb/lBtli. Sabe """" dropped .. tho 

I...i.n! O&Ulliog 4-e to oirtllan !<<>PG t;i, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
W ASHINGTON. O.C. 

23rd Deca bar , 1941 . 

I o~close h~roln co~l~a 

o~ the lato3~ roporta r&ce1ve1 rron London 

on t~e. :::t!lltar~· eltu.at.1on . They wero doted 

=ot~ anj =l•t voco bor , 1941 . 

~olieve mo , 

Ve~y a1~c~rely ,oura , 

I? .J (_ ,_;.l-t'/l 
For the AnbaasadJr. 

Tho 'l onoura bl• 

~ran!<lin o . Roosevelt , 

President ot:' the t"nlted StAtes Of ;\inerlca , 

/t.ah!.n"'ton , ::> . ... 



Coiv ... .LL. 
ea!1' ___ 11_f! 

QP:rJ. ( pgmnb'ret) 

(I) .llWL 

at 111\&Sr. 

(II) lITTmBJ 

Jol:m, 20th, At 10, )0 a.a, gen.,.al lltuatJ.oa 11a1 Ulat tho con­

t.:lnued p!"9NQnt ot our tornrd cohmca na ketp!.nc tho ••IV' on the nm. tt..e 

•Jor1t)" ot the -mo' 0 ''C' 0.rMD rorce1 appear to bo in the SOWl o.roa, while the 

.-ta or tho I tt.ll& Diviaiona are • till Korth k•t or B~Hll!UI and much c!U­

organi...S. ()Jr 11Cbih colmM nhl.oh ~ reaobed IL URllOlll are dil'ected one on 

l!!Xlllll. and ll!l!lll!AZI and tho otboT on HStil w SCE!ZIDia, Roperto ao for received 

lndioaw t.bat w elve •natl' tcnka eon dootro194 on tho 19th, eight """ Italian 

tenko _,, ab&ndonecl at ll!XILI, llaoo.,.1 .. anoe of '11\IPOLI (L) on 19th .- thot 

tr.<> iNJ>PlT ohipo of .i>out aix theo1Hm and t'ho tnou.o.od tone had ..-rind, A 

Wl'di ab.ip ot aJ.aUar eize wa1 amroach.ifl8 the pcnot wdor oaeort.. I t bu now bee.a 

reported th&t our Patrola nth par"'3buw trocpo dropped oarl.Y ill tho oper•U•""• 

- in deotro7U1 22 ·-&Ire~ ~thor nth - and petrol .tor .. Oii 

a landillg i"owd thirt.7 .U.o 11e•t or SIR'l:E, 

llfiliAJ1, On the DOrfting o! tba 2lat •llOll\Y roached tho ( ?) ri­

at llAllllll, 1l>oz'9 wu no contact !loot ot tMe pl.aoe, Olr t=opo are iloldi.IJc tho 

l1J>e of tho lllR.lO Rivar and Southorll ond of OHE:lll!Mll UO, In an action near 

LElllOOlll QR]][ road on tho 19th, 60 en- dead -. OOUJ:Jted, - cuualtLoo "°" 

-u, !lothiac to report trca C.!JlrA!I, IOA!lf.lll and JO!Dll ar_, 1. -u c1o­

t v h 1t of Bri t.ioh troopo 1'l-Clm llllU arrincl a t SUllAPall on :U.t , 

l>W m ;p. 1'\e lt.te1t report at 6.oo p.a. loo-.1. t.1a 19th 

• toted that tho • ._ had - run tho Korth n .. t - or tho I&l&al, 

~ ll>o RuHi&no &re M1Dt.a1nl.ng boa\')' [rOO,_ on tho 

• OSCIJI tront, hrtloul.arl.T in tho area North Olot ot rou., ll>o G.._.. an oon­

Unul.oc their at t&olc on Sl!VAS'IQPOI., 

(III) 4P' qrp+prulj 

20tb. °"" lbl- -..i a oorc• ... -1 ot J,ooo '- ott tho 

.......- ... t, tho ollip --~ to bo hit. 

I 
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l.mll• 19tll. Llgbt bc8boro an:! Ciaht<IJ'• atwckod enell)' 11, T, 

oolmue retreatirc l'i'••tnrd• fr.ca the KBXILI aaS D.D\Hl are.u. Attacke on a iu,r. 

oollmn J:aat o.t EL UM.UBL wve "91'7 etteot!Ye. He.aY)" daage wu done to 11. 1. on 

tho l!ARC&-TOCRA &Ill! BEIG!IAZI.c!l!l.IIJ£5 roed1, Two urodroDH ,, • ..., bcabed, During 

the operation.a 3 GerMn. tightc-1 were I.bot doan1 our loaaee were two l1a.r)rlaM1 

an:! - 8eautighter, 

&tiW:A· Blenhol.Ju bcllbod JOQRA roil- etation and hit a good• 

abed an:! dHtro,Yed Nlling ·~ 40 oircral't. ware Councl deetrO)'ed on the aoro­

dNM at DBRNl. 

20th to llit, 48 dror'1f't -• operating, 30 oC llbicb were 

prob&bl,y eea m.tn1n4! in the THA!eS Estuary, 

AIALfA• 19t1l. 13 ""- Cigbt..ra and bombero &pJlJ"OOOhod tho 

Iel&!ll! t.od on tho 20th 40 •n911Y eiraral't. carried out two attacko, only oligbt 

duiage na cau&od, Ono a.,.,..., bomber wao dootroyod, two Italian Cigbt..ra probabl,y 

d.ea·troyed and ~ Cel"lll&D bollbera damaged, three 9.irrioanee aro Disstne. Bo:be 

dropped Oil 19th/20th bod little eCCoot. 

~· 19tll. '!be r.1d on ltUCl!Illl aerodr- 11ao t'Ta:a a high 

lOTol and oauaed only alight domoge, the town ,.... bcaabod and mAChine gunned, 22 

c1Til.1anl wore k1llod and a potNl store doetroyod, 

{V) !1..W• 

It 1a conaiderod that the Geruana ttlli make drery ettort to rith­

drn their _taroe ill C!RENAICA, oC over 200 "1roral't.1 to bal<>1 ill 'lllIPOLITAllIA. 

'lhi• M.Y, "-"""• be impoaoibla o>r1l1g to tho preoont inadequate ground teoilltioe 

&Ill! pG't ot tho torc<1 lllQ' 1-n'e to w1 tbdraw to tho AfllEAN area ar to SICILI. 

(n) AP''§' Am mg 

,,_.. IZ'a at preeent about. 400 airoratt in Southern IM>CM:HIJa 

.,,., Soutberll s:wi. '.!be anrage ocale ot oCCart OiliMt 11.lIAIA during tho tiret 

.!~ur d.q1 ot tm Japane .. attaok •• about one hundred t.DCl twnt7 &iro.r&tt per 

•' i.:r. 

~ ---
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w&fEA 1&¥ a 

W-Uoo ""°oiftd up to 7 a.a., 20th Doo•ber, 1941. 

(I) m.t.li 

.lirore.tt oata!Alltod h<a • •hip uocrting • h-"11!.'d oonvo7 

doo~ 2 Foolce 1':UU o.1r<>rat't ond 41_.,s • third Baat ot tho AZ<NS yeotmlq, 

Ono or 11.M. -1- ottocl:ld two i ... .- llcrthbotmd -o1wit ah1p1 oocartad 117 

2 doatro:rer• in the Oult ot 1\IRAlllO on tho 13th ond obWned °"" hit ftitll torpodo, 

.l mall Brits.ah -t ... ...i in • -d oorrr01 ... torpedoed aarq on tho 19th 

<IOO llf.lH lloat or CAP!I ST, VIlllllm' and ie reported el.Alcing, .l 91500 too tMlca' in 

o-tal oomoy ond Olrl')'1ng petrol - '"'t on ti.re and abe.ndoned ott llortmrut 

•Am~~. 

(II) MPJfMX 

Wllll\. !ta purwl t ot tho - oc.•t.imo•, 3y the oven1q or 

tho l8th 4th Ihd1an Dlv1•1oo bed ooptu:.d Dtrua -- but tho •""'1 -• 1Ull 

1D poeeeeaica or the town atd its deto:ncas Vhioh were reported etro,.. Qir ax1IOUl"td 

r_. _,, about 12 ..U.. 110UtlmMt ot 12X!U vith • dataclme11t U .U.s rurt.i.z. 

.. et, ll!ZILl w.a eUll oooupied by tho 0""117, During tho _.uog ot tho 19th our 

troopo ooallPied both Il!RI& om IUlLl ond tho pursuit or tho re-Ung .,,_ ... -.. 

nido oloag tho roodo rmua-a&!\Cll ond ti;;itn.r..."'t. ABIAR no oOJ>Umod, So tu the 

•n• retzoeat hoe beon rapid and oc.parativ•ly Uttl.o oppoeition ban bean aet. 

1llo - or priooMro bu therotore not been ..,..t al.tl>oush ...ii 11,r, baa -

ooptvod, !bore are •igllo or oone1d ... ble • ._ diacrganioation, In tho rronu .. 

..a Boa.th AM.oan rOJ"Oel oontiD» the iD"N1ta.nt ot and)' Poli tlon1 at SARDIA 

and DMr' HUlille !bl deteme11 ot MRDD 81'9 nport.d to be e.xa 1r1Sns17 a troic, 

Olll' ortillllrT 1o .-in8 •-idorol>lo ~. 

JiAWa, .l turthlr nitb!reool or our toro .. in tho nortlme•t """' 

•,url.ed out without in-o ond thq Ire - OD 0 U... U 111.Wo earth ot 11'(;;­

Aftd 11'9 ncrp.niaias. b bomld.J1c attack on the rail'Clll.1 11entioned Yt•terda.y oau.c" 

no ~. 'Ibo oiril ond 11111tl'T ovaouatioa ot l'Ellllll •• --•"'1. -
obipe - - Pllt! S'Sm!llllll &Ill SIJIW'Cl!I, Oout .. tenoe .,_, petrol 

,_, tho - houH and -=- -.. doatrQ104, Total air raid oaoual.U.• 

1a ra.uD - eo\iaMd • \ 600 ld.l1o4. 

J11a, 1llo Rl>l•iou oldm to hPw oocup1ed RtrU, tho a.,.. 

"1\lda , u ~ Oii tho wboi. ft<Gat 6'C8 l.lLDIIll to 'IVLl, ,, 
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{IO) AIR QPFpMTIQ!B 

19th. A flarrioans ahot donn 2 German boa.ber a into the sea, 

19th/20th, llombillll' oporationa oaaoelled, 

Jilllli• 18th, ~ baaber and filtbter &iroratt kopt up a hoavy 

attaolt on about 2, 000 U, T, t'11.thdro\rinfJ: \1'08tward• t'rOCl u::ntILI, l!a.oy voh1clee were, 

deatr079d, lluyland1 bit at l04Alt tour JU 52'• dioporaed on B:lNil& Mrcdr-. 

l.8t'1/l9tll. 42 llcl.llngtona operoted 96oinot !13:DHAZI, "'"'° Dice• rioro laid and 

hi to were scored on the moles run on U. f , near the to'l:m, A/A tire at 031GK\ZI 

bed gr8ftt.lJ' decrMBod, 3 Tlol.llngtoll.O laid miru,. inaido tRIPOLI lbrbour nbilo 3 

otbe.ra ~ tho town, 

SSKl'RAL la>fTERRA?l?All• 18th/19th. tlavtl.l Alroratt scored hit.a 

with torpedoes on tm> DBl"Chant veaaels ot about 81000 tons in n aoutb boW'ld co°"' 

"f0'1 nm-th ot fD&S, 

~. 19th, Dutoh Olen llortina attnolccd O"°'\Y voasola oft 

the northeast ooe.st claiming one hit and one near mi.aa on a Jaµeneae oruiaer an! 

a hit a.nd tti0 near mioeea on another lArge ohip, They c.l.ao claia one enol:IG' Air­

oro!'t ahot down, Ono Glen tlartin ""'" l oat, 

(IV) E~EMX ACTr/m 

~ l.8t'1/l9th, 7 airorott boolbod LllQil nor<>dromo, cno llolllzw­

ton on tho groUDi waa destroyed and othora ware dftl:tl.god, 

~. 19th, E."lOll\Y &irorott continuously a ttaolced PO!ll:IA!IA!t 

in WEST BCRNEO ea.uaing oo:uiiderabl.a da=o.ge to the town, !tU::Rilll ~rodrocte we 

bc:abed by 15 &DODI)' Aircraft, A.1.roro.tt eoaualtiea in operntionB ever and trca tho 

Brit.1.eh Ielee - Gorman, ttJo deatro;yed. 



BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

December 2jrd, 19/11. 

Dear Mr. rresi dent, 

I enclose he rein a copy or the 

lat es t r eport received rrom London on 

t he mi li tary situa ti on , 

Belie ve me, 

Dear Mr. rreaident , 

Ve r y sincer e l y yours , 

(For the Al!lbaseedor ) 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roosevel t, 

President or the United S t ates of Amer i ca , 

Wa shington , D. C. 



gngr. '9· ,, 

(I) .ilWL 

REGRA DED 
UNCL, ~.:>iFJED 

Caw Ho, .J.L 

W ....... ticn r6CeiVod \IP to 7 ..... 22nd J>oecmber, l94J.. 

An A\11Cilla1")' >J.rcr.n CUT1er HOcrt14 • -U'd Gibraltar 

oonvoy ••• ounlc tu O•boat )'••tenhl.Y 500 mile• T!ost or CAPE FI!l?l!'!tlUlll, acme •hlJMI 

or t.ho oonv07 have allo been tcrpedood, Airor art !Tom tho J.uxili&r)' Airor.rt 

Con-ior ,..,tordq _,.~tee! a II-boat vith a hole in her·~ tnnarerring 

.. n to anotbor II-boat, 'Ille airor..rt ahot 3 men, Cine or l!,ll.. BU\sarl.Mo tor­

podood a largo taolcor ontorl.ng SUDA BAY on t.ho llth nncl anothor or H,N, 11\11-.rl.noo 

in an attaclc on 2 North bow>d 1181'ehant ah1JM1 in tho Oul.t ot T.ARA!ll'O on t.ho lJth 

obtained 3 h1to on ono and l on t.bo other, 

m:p 5919. 20th. rlotor TorPocto Boa ta Nnk 4 onoiq landing 

er.rt betr,..n XO!ILOON and tho Ial.and, our lo .... ""1'0 t .. llotar Torpedo Boote 

amk and l d.aaged.. An Oller, two bocD det'once veaMll f..Dd a?i •1tySltery patrol 

noel "" ecutt.led •• they- were unable to ate-. On the 218t, a Mdtt.11 eiztd 

Creole oargo vesael wno duo,god bf aino oft tho Ee.et Cooat and boaohed rud a Nor­

ngian vooool ot about S, 000 toM fta torpodood. 

(II) ynnARx 

~. The pur8Uit ot the one:111 oonttnuos, but our columns h&vo 

be.a hin51rtd by at.m et.on.a am hoavy raJ.n in tho ooo.otnl are.a OW" patrols haw 

,....bad ClRE?I! and Al'OU.0.111., In tho oantre our e<>l!.mla ..-e at~ S ll1laa 

lest or EL XARRU!ll, •horo muoh abandoned i;atorial ""' round, "1rthar South, bJ' 

tho .. rnillQ or tho 2lat wo hod roachod USlfl and oro -Id.ca fCIMlllJ'd to rcgoin 

e<>ntaot with tho onoiv. on-. are 1n41cat.1ons thot tho Ol>OlllY 1a llllk1ng a 1tand 

to •- tho naouat.ion ot aquii-ent ,,.... ea:GBUI, 

awa. 'tho wit.hd.rati.l or Om' roroo1 dooided upOn O'idnc to lOlll 

or --·· ,,.... tho Northern ]llll"t or IQ!LAJIT.ltl hal bo4n coo!)lotod, llullc or 

atan11 and aqui-t ha1 bean vit.b<lr.,.n, Q> t.bo 2lat, ano1111 ire•l\ft oo G.'!ll 

road 1-Mll, ona Battalion out ott during tho night 19th to 20th rcusht 1ta 

""I' out with about 30 oallU&lt.1o1, .Tnpo.nooa autrorod heavil)', 

(Dl) ill QPPAW :f 

20tb to :!lat. A lb!aon attlcbd tM oU depot S?, ' !l.Z.ll!UI and 

otart.d tiru, Bod -u..r .,.....ntod bombi~ oparat.1on1, About 20 • ....,. air­

-1'\ ..... -paot.d - llinin6 otr the Eut Cout, 
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~. 19tll. 1'1c!Mr• 1.nnict.<t "°""' cuuoltaa o.• -pert 
and lorry bcrnt trooJ)<I South ct J!!DADIA. 

19th to :20th. !ho - be•rtl/r raided - . QO ~ -
r epC)rtod, 

.20th, l!lenheiu bcmhed 8IJIC3 ...--, and oU.. with ~ht..r 
•Kort, wer• intercepted by OOna&n f'ight.or s noa.r BARCE IJ'ld toroed to Jett1aon 
tlieil' bcabe. Tlll'M Gonwi ftcbt.ro were d••tro¥ed and - prcl>abl.1 dut2'<>19d, 
rour 81.eMoiM t.:d ts.YO Tcaaba'*8 «re ai••t.rie. • 

l.i0.l4jl. 2lat. llombor• .. cort.d by f'i&htore attac.Ud tbe Illlam 
..... 1lW ellcht .s_. to borracka am S tatU ca"U&ltiH0 a..e CMll:Y fight.Ir 
'lmt de1trcyed, o.no probably dostl"Oyed and one docagoct. ff:o fb"r1o~e noro lost.. 

1:1.!AU· 2lat. ltllALl !Jr:Fll!I ..,cdz_ •• •Uackad by 13 
Jap&noae d.J•o boabern nith f:lghtor 0-eoort. OUr lightore doetro,-.d ono bolabar 
and another - ~ doat2'<>19d by ant.i-&ircN.tt. tu.. ~ lcaaca - ono 
~htor, pilot ..to. Report.id that Japonoae bombers rmon attaoltod by fiabtor• 
or anti-a.ircr&tt. fire Uned.iatol.7 b:-oke t OJWLtioo in cliaorder. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

December 26th , 1941 . 

Denr i•r . President , 

I enclose herein copies of 
the letest reports received frOl!I London 
on the m111tnry situation. They wore 
dated llth- lSth Decenber nnd December 23rd . 

Believe no , 

Dear l'r . President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

(For the Anhas oerlor) 

'l'he Honourable 

?ranltlin D. Roosevelt , 

?resident of the Uni ted States of tu:ierica , 
:1ashin13t on , D. C. 



BlklSil LUI 

J:r , ; RJ?PW) 

ormr, Hg. J.8 

wup xom. 
Situation u p to 5 p.a. 2)rd Dececber. Ourine provioua 

24:hours ene!Q' kept up ince1aont attacks am local raid1 tt.ccom!)OJ1iod by 

int enaivo bolabe.rdment& by artillery cortars Md dive bombor8. 

s- F'oun<! on IJOOllT CAIJEROll loet during nigM .... 

roooptured OArly in ""m ine by puty Ronl. 114r1J1Go. 

In a1"tornoo.o Ulddlosox at L&IOllrOU HI'LL bea.t ott 

detorad.nod att4ok. 

Positi.Qn eonoroJ.l,y unohMgod. Troops very tired. 

EMQY in poll4eooion ct IlldiOJt lliUtAJ'y hcopital but r epcrtod boh&vinfl •oll 

towarda wourded. Tia.tor poeition in city and poak moot pr eoo:rioua a.s pri r.• 

oipal reservoirs aro in OrJel!O" hands , and pipe lines .t'r-ca other o damaged. 

Strenucua ef'!'orte being O&do to mprove position tood euppliea greatly 

reduced by en.oaiy Mt.i on. 

ffMl.th c ivilian population romrko.bly good Gtxl conduot 

Ci v1l defonoe 86l'Vicon run Ve.?7 well. 

Ci~ caouD.ltioo obout 4,000 or crlloa pooeibl¥ l , 000 

REGRADED 
UN · , 

' .:.. .) 
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' ? a 

gmt 'a· f6 

(1) JIWoL 

DuZ'!.ac tbo ~t V..t/22D! • ..u llonog1An ahip in the -­

Cibralt... - _. tot; lood. A 71000 - !lr-!Ual> ahip wa ounk lO' - ott t. ... 

ll&at ccaat on tho U.t, 

(n) • p rw1 

!Mill• Report. notr reoeind ot optn.t.J.om b7 cur advn.noed oolua1 

oo th& 20th 1t&t4 two ltu"I• •DlllV' ool\ans oont.at.n.11l8 t:&.oU e.od gwl8 wre suooo••· 

~ oncacod near !L ICAAAUBA, two tiald """' Md -b 11. T. daetro)'OCI. OontlJ>Uollo 

·- ot abandonod u. r. and aqllipa11ct report.cl .. lio• or..,. ..... of ..... ~ 

r- traa lllllll. 11&"7 ;ti-. cap-. 

22nll, tbora - ind1oat.1oc.o tbat the ..,_, ~ Itall&n, MT 

tey to held tba ~ IL .ll!Wt· llZ."ll!IAZI, 1hl uJcrit;r ot the Garmna are bollo• ed 

to bo turtber aoutb in tba JmlBf.l -. Md ooot of thol.r air toroo• -• to bo 

operat1.Qg fr.ca 1outh "'t or som. In the north our ldve.noo oo 8ARCE oontinueot 

Md alee on BEIDltlZI and tho SOUJI area. 

~· :!2nd. It le boun.d that ,._ eutterad ~ i.oo- on 

Clllllt roed co the :zltt wbora 11\Qatw> le - qui•t. !totbins to report t'rC8 otbar 

Island and alee STA/4ZI hn!Mula in the eoutb, On Ult ii.t the • ._. launcbed 

a dot.er.ined attack tr.. tho !ut an:! ha .. belated our poeiticn at LITTLE lfl!D 

l\OID -.. tood and &....uticm 11 atored, V• .,.. atttolcio(I tho en&llQ' r..,. traa 

STA!lln but pr- it olow and our torooa .,.. obow1nC 11gna of exba"8t1on. 

Jlll.Ul. n,. Ruaai... are cont.im1Jlc thol.r ortlMi,.. oc tho uc:BCa1 

&oat and iA ~ .... oolc1Jlg •trww att.clla iA tho ..... bo- muoa ..., 

TDI (r~ .. .u.. lut ot ms), 

( m) AXB mwrmp 

22nr1. JW1on1 repori.d Mt• on a 2, "°° ton ..,chant Te•ael and a 

6, ooo ton t.nlter ort HCRWAI, 

~. :12 -· ot ll>ioh ton R,O,J.,1., -• Hiit to 11ILllBUl­

SlllVll, all robrned ..r.1.7, ~ octirl\7 IA lbitod l!Jl&daa area ... -11gibla, 

.I.mil· U.t. - tight... s.....,. - • - ..... •t "" hoaUlo 

a-.n. An - - - al>ot d .... iA tho 0"1t ot ... . 



r 
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2lat/22nd. 11el.Lt.a6tono at~oia>d TRIPOLI (L) .. ,odr_ d .. tro,U.g 

at loaet Mnn diapers~ airoratt and d~ others beeidoa 'bu.1l.dinae nnc1 ha.n8sr•. 

'nrreo 4, 000 pound bo::.bo wwe dropped in tb6 U. T. diopore.al ve& and l .JJ'ge fJ.re11 

uere started. 

liaW.a• 22nd. 'l\10 enemy r aido by a total ot etchtoon t1Chtore 

':ltre made on KU.AI.A U1UPUR ae:rodrcme. One eneror aircr a.tt nos destt-O)"'Od, throe of 

"'ur tight.ere IU"O s:UeoJnc and one crashed, threo piloto Mte. t't:xffe Dutch tightorc. 

were reported 111Nil:l8 on the 88=6 da.,v and a fourth era.obod. 

§l611. 21.et. ()Jr tight.era tr<:a BURllA deetro)"Od seven aircrart on 

lJHG ICOW . rot.Ji. 'lhrff Chl.neae bombera eecor t.od by a.ix t ight.ore 

W6l'o aeon dive boabing the Japaoeae nort.h ot KOf1I.OON. 

(rt)~ 

Tho J'apano11• are roportod to be improving tho aerodroce at UlRI, 

( v) lllAi&J:i 

A conYOY of acme twenty tteroh.Mt ehi!>f to be osoortod by narahlpu 

i a reported to bo forming at CASABLA1CA for UARSBILL&S. Such a convoy io about 

tour U.s the utual a.iN fer this route. 
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t.ha poriod llth - lftb Du • , 1941. 

(I) llWlt 

4ua: 

Cow ... .1L 

An It&ll&a battJ.en.eet. m.a at. .... OOYeriQI corwoya to ~ Africa. 

3'1t.UD - -•1&n --l.nw had -al ...... _. 1n - UodJ.- ..., 1n 

-tbar South or ICl!I.\"' on l.4tb. !bore wa llttl.t 11-bo&t aotlrlt;y durlna tho 

J>Oriod l.Dd the ,.nortJ. tronl! of oullltrino mov1mont1 to the lled.1 terranoM 111• to 

haw oontinuld, A ..- baTO palffd 01ir.J.tuo l.Dd ~ ..,.., indiott1- that 

-.1 - haw - book after ho.Ting boon at~Ad l.Dd d-,..S. 'lbt J- i...- 1n Ille Par But ore bell....S to bo - battleahip ..... am two 

d_..i iD od4l.t1.oft to --iu.. to ~ or&ft l.Dd tr&nlparto. Shippiqr 1""­

- - Ucbt &ltboucb llttla w-uon troa tile hr !!eat ot lloro&atilo 1""­

baa 79t - l'MOind., It 1o - tllet ._ l!ritiab 1b1po baTt been MiMd b7 

t.ha J1pon"o ..,. ol.Na to i.. .. O&J>tur.d 120, 000 - tono, 

lMill• IJurinc the - onl!izl6 l ?tll -bor 994 ahipa ...,.. OOll• 

~ ~into tile V, l, dur1ng tile -1< oo4in113th n.oe- tot&ll.od 

i.00,000 - - tnol- 350, 000 - of t&nloor 1-\0. 

(n) maw 

.t.mr6o 1ho ·- rcrooo - wob dJ.l«oganiaod and oono11tl.ns ot 
the ._to of the ) -.cl d1Tl.oiooo, 2 It.o.11&n aol<riffd d1rlai_, l.Dd not 

wob _.. than 2 Ital.Un Int1111z7 DiTio1on1, hno rotroatod Wa•tnrd• tr.., tile 

IJIR• wrnr liDI tonr4I BElriS.ZI, ._... dtfon11n ftOl'b are reported to be 1D 

oouno of .--u.... '!ho t.ulc or t.ha Sri t1all J'oroM 1o to -to o-on 

- \bo -·• -po and pNnllt bia rallT1nl, tbouc.b \bo -IOll of Ola' 

- •hWl?op, For tile -&lao Ille --2T-t1on 11-, om •-11 b9ab 

_..,,.. - in ,...hillll bia tlroocb Slll!UI ba ii l.U:alT to haw 4ltt10lll.\7 

1n ot.billol.J16 tr.oh dotonai.,. pooit1oao htt of thlt tmn, 

.w:&lo !ht sranto7 or tile Ii tuation 1n llAL\V: II ll&illl;' d111 to 

tllo IMt \bat \bo - · o1"ld7 ._ 4 d1Ti•i- in •trllle tit tritl! at 1-t lJO 

..,.., ii alt.la to di 1 ' k roint-w iD aoat1ma awr (oll!.oflT at SilllClll 

ml PABm) wM ' Id tfta Ille oil', In \bo ftoi. hr lllotora -tro \ba -

1u -' _. t11o -' ... ,...,. ot bo1llS alt.la to - 111o r- in _.u. 



O'Md• f'r'• ciae treat to anotJ:mo • !be ob.let tact.er• 1ntl.uanoiig Jai-mN atn.-

1417 at pn- - to be (&) ta., (8) tha atUtuda ot RUSSI&,, J&Pill ain 

obtaill qv.lot noultl 1A "1.-. ot w ditttcult .. -.. dtuat.ica am tha 1-tta• 

bil11.7 or dotaat, tr Ibo mrmiD StAm am ourMlft1 an ,1..,, t.1111 1A 'llllioh to 

1>11114 up our ·~ th ogai.not hor, Siii 11 llao IJlXi0111 not to etart another 

ll'ont 1A tlil North, mil.et f!ChUne 1o 1t01 ill pr<>VM• on the Southorn w 

OllIHl ll'ont, It t!MroJ'CH appoan that att.r tho iniUal phue1 ot t.t.. war an 

O'l'tt1 \ht po11tlon or JUAN1 who hu now 'been a t -.zo tor OY'OI' tour J"8&rl 1A Clara, 

"1ll - inoanoua tr oporatlo,,. aro o.,.....t oo bor llol'tb<= tront, am it thoro 

h eutt1.ol.a:t U. tor t1i1 U!a'l'ED ST.lmJ anl ouroolft• to air~ ...- ailit.17 

poai Uon ill Ibo ft!! B.&Sf, 

lllml- c. 1n c. DOU f Ml•"ed lltflLl. in bi• ecwm &I trm 1$Us 

Dlaraber. 

ma. !Ila Oawno 1A thair Hl.nat ... oumrtog _.,. caaullUM 

am loa• or •-'" an1 it h ci.v that in - 1octon ti..,. .,.. boll« ... .,..21' 

hAn1Hd am pr'9ftntad ~ wt.tldrewinc aooordl.ac to pl&a. hrt.ioularlT 11or-1t 

or U(l6()CJI, whore ti..,. IMml loat ULitml ltd 1A tho 'IVLt aoctor, •here tb9T had to 

hJJ. book 6o llilea, In tha South thoJ' it.ill hol4 Wllf!OO am have net roUred 

INt ot tM RiTW MIDS. ?ber9 U no o•14•noe t.bl.t aitr dtrlaion.a ban 19t bffn 

pulled out tar nt1 t tl.ac, 

(m) w "Wrm• 

nicht -... to be n...- Oii a tair]T bcP)' oclla, ll!ZST ... attaclood ca dx 

nl.chto 117 • totll or l/11 a1ror&t't wl>ioh dr<>ppod m tooo o1 H,a, .ut.txqh 111e­

- anl atncl.a:t - - -Wd ao ...... to 1-biog n>oulta oppoa.4 

hopatul. It to Mt.lated tb&t M>out u , ooo tool or - ah!.l'Pl.ac...., l=k ... 

-.... 1U' Olll' airor&t't, 

FIT!!''''' • In l))ito ot Nai1toNI and interior weather aon­

ditl- tha H-tiog -· ftO eiT&O 00 Napito, ~ dq, OUI" li«ht -I W 

f'1cbWI bolped - P'O"l>4 opor•U- 1U' dl.root.i.al ~ am 1.nteMa attaoka 

ohlttl)- upon .. ' • ooaoentn.W and nt.1.ri.nc on roe4a an! on Mrodrom1. Sino• 

t.he ....., W lolt at hut atx t Gl"W'd W'odr ae• 1 t.blrie .... a owtaio 1mOUDt ot 

-.Uoo Oil - in Ibo BL'lllUI ...._ l'llll •aottco - tMeD ot th1a 

11 ... u .. Ill' ..... -- aml ~. !ruiopon ~ t'17llll be­

- .,.. maa '° ...u- u. cllttioult - l'OUt4, _. llao u.a obJoot ot -ill 

• .-_ ...., aliltt I °' t11 Nib _... dlnotod - U. ala prta - 1U' ~ 

- 'boU. ta .11111:1& .,.. ._. miz. cw au.an -1c ... 4_.i about 151000 
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t- ot Ax1a lh1pp.1.D£, Tho Goran J.1r Force ktpt up a l ... go oollla effort elthoueh 

the aotivit7 or h1a dift bombort aolioMbl¥ dto-, probabl7 oo1ng J>U't.IT to 

lo .. u and p1rtl;< to t\IJlll1Y ditno\lltiu, JU 88' • oonotnb"otod main]¥ on hont­

.Une t&rctt eo att.acb OD b&ok area and ; m'ooUoaa 1'll1"'t: rare. Ger.a •!.tcle 

oniri.n..t f'4htGZ"t -• •plo)'6d to the utao• t , llAey Ill! 109' • -• ebot dol'm but, 

&OllOl'ollT tpeaJd.o81 the c;......,, •1.oglt • rctood ti&htcrt bid boto bondltd ..U, 

m EA§t . Durinc the period 7 to 17th a total of toventeen enel:IY 

oiro....tt.,.. - to .... 'bMA dutroTld 1n l:Wil, or which 1).,.. o1&1md 1" 

I. .A. fJ\IM'. 

~. Ch tla 1lhole ~ the Cootnl Seo tor 1 tho Ocran J.1r Faroo 

tuppl.¥ eituation appear• 6dequatt tor the preatnt l"6Qui.r• mentt ot tbe r«luotd 

Air r.,.... 1n thi• .,...., In tho Soo..rth, llua•l.an _.,,,.. appaar• to be bean.at 

1D the DOr-mTS BASIN but <torm&n Jir Force coa:dtao.nte in aupport of opert.tiono in 

tla ClUllZA ...S TMWIUD locell U.o prol>&bJ¥ pro_,t ti.. turniahi.of a auttioUJ>t 

Air Fot"O• to oCTor operatlone !Urther North. It ie thoueht that tor e<*t tJJ:ie t.be 

wpplT -1-tioo in tla wbclt .,... kit or tba DNIBl'!R IC:O bu hMn &®to and 

prob&~ aeoounte for the tailuro Mthorto to maintain •fl 1nteu1ve aaalo ot 

.ot.irlt;J. 

(IV) llMl!HC, 

Ch l.2tll/JJth <htober 1 ) borge• loodod 1rl th l'Uel oil and S motor 

torpedo boat. .. ,.. llWlk 1n the horbour, Semo 1111burino ohel toro •ore d.,,.sod, 

u -· • .,,i, )6 toot ~. 

(V) m sp;mm 

llltmtcd oiviliAn ouueltioa ror ... k •nd.iiw 0600/17, - lcillod1 

tour ...-1oual.T YOUDSed, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

December 26t h , 1941 

Denr ~r . President, 

I enclose heroin copies of' 

t he latest roporto r ece lved rro111 London 

on the militor y situat i on . They we r e 

dn t ed ~4 th llnd 25t h December rcapect1voly . 

~cl 1evo L.O , 

Deer rr . Fres i donl . 

ve ry al nceroly yours , 

(For tho Ambassador) 

R.J_C ~ 

The Honoureble 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

Pree1def'l t or tho United Sta t e& or AaJel'ice , 

Washing t on , D. C. 



¥112&1 ZSI SU.a t 

G .. . §Ufiti . 

25th 0cC'llllbot, 19/.J. . 

Oil --.L Ho . 49 

l . KAVAL 

Raeonnai&sanoo of eaFST ycAt.erday abO\~od Ulat. t.h.C! Gt:Y.I SENAU 

h$d left d rydoc.k &r'ld nono to 45) tor pedo boat at"Lt.lon . 

PRINZ ElJGI'ili y;ore 11t.ill in dock . The Out.ch eu'oOIU.rlno 0 .16 "'hich dank 

tour Japoneoe t r oopshtpa on tho l.?th , blow up rut.or ont.or ing one of our 

mlnefiolds QI'\ her tlJ.y t.o SI?\GAPORE, on t.he 12th . 

Tanker wo.e tot"pedoed and GW'l.k ne:ir t.ho Derdeno lleti on t.he lOt.b. . A small 

S.lgian Merchant vessel and a medium aizod Greolc t1hip woro bOUl :;unk ~ alnes 

off tho East Coo.et. on tho 23rd ant• 2'.?nd r espectively, and on the 23rd a Cire.ek 

eh1p or e imilar size nas mlnod off Y'ARttlUT'tl and hat bocm t»a.ohed. 

BrJ.t.ic.h Ller cbant ahip v•aa sunk lr/ U·aoAt. East. of 'iOBRUK yestordlly . 

2 . MIL I TAR'! 

LIBYA On t.he night. 21/22nd L long range do.Dorl. piLt.rol -des t royed 

77 enu.y air craft at JEDAB'!A. On 22nd our )>'ltrola harassed ene~ infantry 

and eolumru1 ot tt .T . in the a rea Ei,,rt r.nd Sout.h of SOLU'J. Aft.er d riving 

orr a Gere.an force or )S t.Mks c.:id 150 H. T. t.bey captured ANTELAT . In ihe 

Korth our Col!JJll'I direct.ad on mllGHAZI cont.1nued it.a advance !Test or EL 

K.ARRUBA, 500 pr 13onera have been t.akfm in t.his area . 

on 2)rd M enemy column nefl.r MAORUN 45 miles Sou:.h o f 

B~CHAZl me engaged and retreat..ed 1n dJaor<ior l oaving fll't y Ger man pr isoner s . 

~emy reported de:'Jtroyin_g aircraft on MACRUN oei"Odr-ome. A tote.1 of 92 

O.r!Mn end S) It.a.lian W.l) tanka htt.d been deetroyed er found destr oyed by 

R.E. Up t.o lJth . F.llemy Sr.ill ap9el\T8 to be trying to h old BFllGHASI U.'ltil 

hit baa evacuated more oquiplllOt'l t. and Gtorea. Our •dvf.l\ee h&:J b.>en delttyed 

owing t.o bad ao!nc atld maintenance dil'f i cu.ltiea. 'M1tse are "°'' being 

0•1rr oome and every affor t is beine di r ootod to ... ordo prevont.ing t.h~ enMy 

eecapina and then destroying h i.II . 

.!IAL&!A· 2Jrd, Horth l"e11t1 our ro reee now hold tho l lne o r t.he 

PiRAK River. North Fa.u t 1 our f oreeo l'l'om K.ELANTAtl have been witbtlre.mi to 

th• JUUS..BDITOtfG area. The «1•111'1• line of advance ia limited to 8 einal• 

r&il W&J and t.bere 1• no in!onnation •• yet e r an7 preesur•. 

l 
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JAPAHJn rpricp. 

l\. M• been reporUd t.M.\. .oblllM.\.lon or "" l'UJ' diYl-.lon• 

hu been t.akinc plAce 1n J•p•n •inc• "'• Ul)I . Thi• ill br1"i WI tot« l 

s t.reng'th up to 72 dlvi•lonD r.hich lt. l • bellt'Yod 11 tli• maximWll U\a t. Jc;pan 

CM equip and iaolnt.aln. R•port.a 1.1\dlcl\t.4' \h3t Japnneco aro empl• yina ln 

l)le PHlLUPtlll!S aboll• S5000 t.o 60,000 on WW:I and about :!0,000 °" llDlllolllAO. 

!!!1lSUA 
TN ""--•lana are lDC.....,!'l.rl.C t.helr pre•turo L"l the t.121DWCMD 

Horth i:•1t. or lllGCX1t. th9 Gerwan1 kff been toNed bec1t tor • OOC'l• 

&lderable d.11tanot t.o U\1 i;'!eot or the KAL1Nl1I ... lil"SOO~ ftaillfay. 

J . A!ll OP!&TIO!IS 

!'!f.STfl!H !llONT 22ncl/2Jrd. 

21 ton1 or K.E • .i.nd 1,800 lncenlfiarlt1 , ·ere dropJ*l on 

1m.ittlJISHJi_YUf. Th• io.-n wc.1 tdent.ttltd t.n •rlwi or much cloud and burst.I .. r • 

Hen in th• urcet. ..,.... 2Jrd . A ~•rl&nA probsbls hit -tth boabe • 

12.,000 t«'l t.&nlcer ott CAPE r-ntlSi'EZ.~. 2)rd/24th. 1.L) aircraft. •• ,.. Mn\. 

out. COl.OQlt 69, ~ 47 See&nlrlnin . Tfo crnlMcl on return . AbO\lt 48 

enemy •lrorll!t. we.,.. operat.1n.! 1ga1nt1\. thJn coutH .. ry. 

llEDitflJWfF.Nf 

1'1W.· 1.!AtWJM l.an~ing c:round ••• hhvlly boebed on 2lot./22nd 

and on th• follOlll'lnf d.tly. At. lesat. alx 1n91111 aireralt were de1tro,.cl 111d 

ot.bera duaatd. our tl(b..._,.. attacked aboui. 2S aircraft. hich Te""" lan<t1nc 

and t.ak1n& ot ! deatroyi~ nln• of U\ ... 

troop carry1nc •ebiol•• on the JEDABtA - U. AGHWLA Road and Blenht1&• 

bombed i•ti.boun6 U.T. between SlR'l't tnJ llISUR>.TA, ~ Yehlclea rare dt•"' 

t royed or du.a&td fl.nll hee.y cegUJ1ltlca ftro 1ntllot.od ot1 t.rc.ops. ?2nd/2)rd 

N1ne •iror&ft. f1"0& Mal\-. bom'ood Tk!POLI (L) aorodroae . 

lAll WT 

~'t bad ti.1 first. alr raid AD the 2Jrd. A a.lllt.erJ 

~port. at.at.re thai. tour eD.81111 aircraft. art btll..-td t.o bJ•e bem mbol cto.n. 

!'.61.&li - 2)rd. 

Several boclbift.I t..nd r.achlne sun alt.bck1 were ad. by *\tJO' 

alren!t. on lPOH Md t.ht PONTOOH Bride• O'ftr t.h• PDVJC. Pi•.,r. A petrol 

du=p aod IUllllUl\li.1on tr~in wer• destroytd &t. lPOH • 

.llllllll!· 
r:M\da aod Brit.1th e1rcra/t. rtport.td oG 2Jrd at lMlt. t.P'O an-.;r 

endMH, UlrM dti1t.r'07er1 and ta. tnn1porW eoYlnc 1n the d.1.rectJ.m of JllalJ.:;. 



(I) .llWlj 

(II) 'Tlm& 

CCIP7 llo. _jJ.. 

LJ REGRADED ~[JPS PSS ?FPFR 
NCLt-.¢~iFIED 

w-uon ... 11-i up to 7 .... , a5* Do-, 1941. 

iptff xow. ~ ot H.U. G1.1n Boete wu ourik b7' dive-bcabinc on U. 

.i.ma. Qr troops ••ptured B!!/IIlll and RmDJA on the &ttort>OOn or 

tho 2)1<1 and oocup!.ed BENlHAZI on tl1'I ~ or the 24th, Co the evening or the 

2Jr<I 74th Ind1&n D1rlol.on oooupiocl BA!lC& &1'ter ...,.cca1Qi •- nei•tonoe about 

ti•• a1h1 to tbe &aet. Cki;r openUonl 1n SOUK are.a aD! tho occupation ot 

BEKl!llZI - to 11o .. ........ u.s tho <leraon and It&l.1.an toroeo and little tight 1JI 

loft !.D the lottoT, IUrthoio South on the att.rnoon or the 2;Jrd a 1'a1r4' large 

OVMll t'oroei, af'ter makinc: a d.etend..bld It.Md at AJll'ELlT, •s withdralt'i.ne: South 

West b.dng IU.t'tered mch dama.ce W • he•V7 loaa o.t vehiole1. Strong ool\llllll9 

line been diNoted upon .m:wl?J. aJlll otepe talcan to out the rood be-• JEDAllV. 

..., EL .lllllEIU., 

~· 24th, PERAi. No Vo""'i oontac t, Our tel"\1Vd to:-oope 

nre din 1-bod oonotantJ.y during Urd/24th an:I on 24th -bin& "'" hapbaaanl 

and tew ouu&ltiea reeulted. Othe:r eeotc:rs oothlnc to roport. 

MllAl!Al• t.rge .,,_ oonce-atiollloott SADONl and lazd1nga being 

at~ l1JOlllKl -- denied and all denial oohe•• oaaplated 24th, 

H:Ulj ggw, ~ the atternoon or the 24th tighting w e continu1llg 

'llttll •""''e1••- !.Dtenoit)' along the ea. lino u previous night, A •J.i3ht 

._ ,,...._uoo 1D tho central aeotor toRrdAI MOUNT C.llS!2\0lf n• being oonte!.Dal 

II)' °"" trooiio. .._ -at or our podt1- troa airorol't -ter• ..., 
arUll.117 or all oalilrel Cl()ntimu, Poo1t1oo oul>stentl.ollJ' unchanged. 

(nt) 411 QPWTW 

2)1<1/24th, l!IUIST, 72 tono ot H,E. -. droppocl and burstl -. 

Mn aa:roa the doolca but the -*' eOl"MQ jr'eTent.d detailed obeerTation. 

~· 60 toiaa ot H.B. and aver 6, ooo !noendS•rl•• ..-. dropped 

OD tho ut.latod politioo or tho town onr which hea'f7 oloucl oonditJ.- nre •t. 
lJ R,C, J.,J', ..., 7 R,~,Z,A,P, lir<lro.rt toot port in tho night1o opoJ"aU_, Qio 

In lleal.&D!. l1rentt ....-, - ldl1od ..., tin ~ 

24tbe "'9 1orp - , attlobd and probabl,p hit • an J.u­

U.. -lull, - oea!.D ~,.. • 1 -laid ml wu ,_,,.at - 12 
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-ta with• alight ll•t and •ocorted by a JU 88, At 9, 15 ..... 24th arter "''•sioB 

the JU 88, Sunlerlam att&ckod in taoe ot heav.y A.A. rtre. At 10. )0 • · • · the 

tanlcar wu 4'&in • !&ht.eel at CllTICllEIRA Harbour .n.,.e ebo n o atteckod the •­

&ttc-~n b7 • Baautcrt and hit aaldahipo with ona torpedo, tho ahip ••• tinal:IJ' 

beached. <ho Hmlpdao attaokod one or tho battle cru11er1 at BREST aOO dropped a 

heavy wfjlbt 1-b 1n the target area, 

MEPITPJ3RANP,4N. 23rd, Mal')'l.And• attaokod • J.o.ncU.ng ground 11eat ot 

EL ACf!SILA and 1-ham deotroyed 8 aircraft on the (lt'ound at WGRUN. Jlurr!oanoa 

deistro)"ed • petrol lorr7 acd 8 other lcrriee on the road '!1oet or EL AOHEIIA. Little 

ene111 M. t. DOVeDetit was reported East or Wa place. 

23rd/24th. 7 17oUl.Jletona •uooee•f\JUy a ttaokod borraou and U, T, 

-" at llISURA'lA, A nuhanoe raid l&eti.qg 10 hours n.a mode on 'lRIPOLI ( L) , 

EnoJllT airoratt attaoltod l!ALTA "1thout cauoJ..qg oarioua dOJ1168o and were auapeoted ot 

mine la31ng. On the 24th !CIUI' JO sat e with heavy l'igbter eecart tuioe attacked 

llALTA &rbour. One bomb hit a merchant voasel and one of R.M. abipe YU slightly 

dmqoc!, - JU 88•a ....,.. dootroyed and anotbor probabl.Y doatroyed by A,A, and 

!1'htaro, One lllrricane 1a ld.ooJ..qg, 

j)R £4$1. llilAYA, 2)rd. Ck1e of' our airora.rt att.Mlcod PATAlll 

a.....ir- where obout 100 ""- aircraft bod boon looated, 

~. 24th, Five BlonbeiM attacked an enmv toroo ort KUCHI!C 

and obta.1.ned one hit oo a transport a.ix! six near misses, A heavy GM!lY attaolc on 

SINKA.UAW Mrodr<:ee rendered it unae.rvioeable Wt no &ircrA.tt wetoe de.stroyed • 

.&Diil• Further r eporta or air raids on RAliJOON on 2.3rd indicate 

that or 60 Jape.JWee bocl.bers oaoortod by fighters 10. airor&ft t'l'OX'O shot down tar 

the loaa ot thNe trom. a.1r VolW2t.Mr 0noup Squadron. Or:ie pilot ie ea!'o. The 

R.A. F. bad no oasualtiu. Unconf'irmed •time.tee ot o•sualtio• givo JJXJ pereone 

lt!.llod. Ant1.oporoonnal - -. lorgolJ' Wied and d._e to the Barbour wu 

·~t. 



BRJTISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

27th oecember, 1941 . 

Dear lir . Preei<l,.nt, 

I encloo• herein a copy of the latest 

report received from London on the military 

s1tu~tion . 

"lelieve me , 

Deer ~r . President , 

Very sincerely yours , 

The Honourable 

Franklin D. Roooevelt , 

President of the Uni t ou States Of J\rncric1.1 1 

\'loah1nston, n.c. 



•• 
IntorM ti on reoo1 "9d up to 7 .... 1 '16th Doo-, 1941. 

(I) liWlo 

Report fro• HAD'A atatao that on isth a Bi'itiob 6, 000 ton taclc..­

••• .., Nzo e.nd a Horwgi&n 71000 ton Tanker had beeu eevorelJ' d-ed by Nzo, Ho 

t'Urther detaile but thought tbe reeult of air attack. A naval lltlU~sul:Darino 

voo••l wu do1tr07ed by • ._ airoratt at P!!!Wll on the Utb, Two lledi= abed 

Br1 tiah aaroh&nt n11el.a aJld one or ....Uer tonnage have boen Dined ott the eaet 

coa•t. 'l1Je two fora?' have IUDk. 

{II) MPJWiY 

~. Pocket.a ot eneizor troope •till reuidri o,nd ara ehO'dcg 

tifht 1n the area north eaat or BE?GHlZX. BARCE aorodromo is not ;yet oon.oidered 

aato 1'rC1111 ground attaok. On the 24th a.l'lellcy' columns ot M.r, 1 arnourod cara aa:S 

eme tanka were attacked by our alxed oolu:mna 1n the CfEUI'?¥:S-BBDA•FO&t area. th& 

• ._ u •tlll •bowing •il!n• or life in tho JEDABV. ..... and will wxloubtadq do 

hia best to a.void being cut ott, 'i'he pursuit is being 11111.intaiaed, 

IALUl• Ene117 troops have reached XJAU mENJ.GAUJ on the ea.st 

coast, 

&W• The enea;y attack on SEVASTOPOL is contJ.nuif18, 

(Ill) Am OmU'fIOl§ 

USTWN fflOYr , 25th/26th. 'l'Mrey• lline eneey aircrntt r.ere 

op..-at!.ng lllltlnl,y in th• T1WIES ESTUARY, 

KEJ?ItERRAJ£AR, 23rd/24th. Saventeen Oelling-tona bombod the 

l.a.Ddi.nB ground at EL AOHEIIA and &not.her one in the vicinity starting ti.roe, Ont 

huodred •noZQ" a.1.rcratt w&l"e found destroyed on 8ERCA 14nd.ing ground. 

24th, 0.,,. fighters attaolcod U. T. and troop• in tho EL AGiGilA 

area. ~ nh1cl .. were de1trored or damaged m:l casual.ties Wlioted on troof)" ~ 

Tbree Blenheim attoolood a large oobooner in Zotw!A llorbour, probebq du.cging it 

~low the .. m line. Eneiv airor&tt dropped Wreln ainG.s on BEN:lHA.Z! eleven or 
""1ob Cell outeide tho h..-bollr0 

24th/25th, Nine Wollin(tono bombed 'Im POLI llorbour and alao a 

CMJ.iNr an::l three Deatro19r11 ton 1111•• outeido ai..-ing a N. N. IJ.7, couree, Six 

naval airoJo&tt alao l&!.d E.ine."il 'lhrH enem;y airoratt were over 1.L\LTA. for e1oht 

ud halt hour•. Ho dmagc. WM G&uaed.. 

(IV) ' .TaponoH d1Tio1oa probebl,y l'roa SWI ii r opor"d to be OODOM • 

trat.1111 111 W. DA ~ on tbo ra1lJrq be-a PRAOH!W!, IHIRDroll and CHllll'<JtJI, 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dece~ber 29th, 1941 

Dear Mr , Praa1dent, 

I encloae herein cop1ea or 
the lateat report• received rrom 

London on the military aituation. They 

were dated December 27th and 28th, 

1941 . 

Believe me, 

Dear Mr. Preaident, 

Very aincerely yours, 

{For the Alllbaesador) 

The Honoureble 

Franklin D. Roosevel t, 

President or t he United States ot America , 

Washington, D. c. 

1 , 

I 



( !) .liWlo 

COPT llo, ...lL 
BR Q:1M ,.M . 2 f\91 

' a a 

umrmyuw«. A Orttlc eohoonor arr1vod at TOllU.ll on 19th 

Gt.A·~ euao and wu t.Uen in irtu. 

~. 11.~..S. Solloomr T= .. patHCI &?ld aank ott _,, 
11.URUR, Obe t& tol oaoual t7, 

:16th. • Polioh •hip ot meditD 1.oMAf!• oar¢ng troopa ond 

INJ>PliH ... - b7 II-boat --t ot 'ICll!Ullt, All t.bo troopa - t.bo Oro• 

Jif.m, !be Br1Ueh t.&nker reporttd on t'Jre in OPm. H:>, Sl 
1• burnt out, but tho tir• in tbt Horwcian tanker 11 wxto.r e-ontrol and hor taclc• 

ll"t intaot • 

.....,.porto &?ld a tanker ott tho SIJUIAl ooaot, A Dutol> ...-..w 1a ........iu. 

h-o9 patrol 1n tho Oult ot SWI aod -t be ooooldered lo•t, Onitod StatH 

aul:aa.riooe olaill to havo sunk recently ono tranaport And one, mne- swoopw &nd 

to have sunk probl.bJ.7 a second trt.Mport and poeeibl.1 a 11a-pl..ano tondtr, 

(II) Kilm& 

~. n.. purou!.t ot tho ,._ bJ' our r.,..rd troopa lo being 

p-teaod as teat as llA.intonanoe probl<1:u a.net bad goins porait, In tho 88/CH~.ZI 

1eotcr our trool)9 an l"OUJ'd1~ up lt&liM atroggler1 nort:J'I 1ut. ot the town.. 
llllllaZI liorbaul" lo oxtonaiTOJ7 d_..s bQt .... _,lo lo 1"rgaJ7 J..o...,t, !bl 

- •tot.Ion lo 1n ~ crder, Conoldaral>IAI nr •tori.al ... tounj a-. 

dooed at BA.BCE, 1\l;rth• aouth our ooltm1.1 report that there are no enemr;y oaa't 

ot a line fl-ca Rl!lllllA (30 llil<>a ... t ot 11!/G&IZI) to 10 ailo• north of Bl:D/. FOMI 

(balt"40T be-• SOUi: om =.tBV.), Tho bulk or t.bo r tn•ag o..-- t-• 
!IPPHI" to be ot.1ll 1a ond .........S JIDABX.l, tbe7 arw bolns oont.inualJ¥ ....,.W 

and pu:rned by our eobile oolumm, A pcrUon or our !Ol"ot• U"I ope2"atJ.nc on 

their eoutbsrn 1'lant. There 11 no ntn h'Oll the old n-ont.ior area •hero FO .. 
wr. on BARDil IDd HAU'Anl continuH, 

( m) 411 qatnpia 

mlDZUf 1801«, 26th. 11.even ene1117 alro.ratt operated IC'inlt 

the Unit.ad lincdcm ot wh.ioh t1r0 t'l.e• orerl&n4. 



( ·. 

; 

W!flp!U!l!U. WUlo ~th/25th, 15 llolll.ogtou (Gl" whioh 

... 1e 11111~) boabod anil MOb.lno-gunnod ... u groupo Gt M, T, noor EL .IOHll!U, 

L1tti.. tra.t'tio n• ob9C"'l'od. 

2,t.b. 1Ur'rio&ne1 me~ a 0-ooo•ntration or u.r . , 

-- t~~ ..idoloa anil orl1lle!7 niDo 1111.o• to the aouth oaat Gt J!DABTA, 

°"" Gt - ai.l'oratt .... ahot down b7 J..l , Nr• but Illa pllot 1• - · 

~· ~th/altli. 11ootu. worott <!ro"fld boab• .., u. 
11laa! without oau1.t.nc Ull&gt, one ·~ &J.rora.tt •N pr<1bt.bl.7 de1tr0)'9d 't:or crowd 

detenoea. 

261111,, ho att.eoke mode, l'ho tiJ"at na dr1•en ott llut the 

Mcobl! relUl.ted in the dt•truotion on W»- MJ"odr<IM ot di ot our a1ro.r&tt and 

~· to ti ... _., 0... • .._ oirorott _, probobl,y doatro,..S b7 A. A, Nra, 

PM Wt, ~. 25th. tn.y drora.tt •ere eot.i'f'e 1D at­

t.ckfr.& railiq o._-•0 ·f•1UOG8 at SEXi.WT (95 allt• ncrt.h -.at. or SnGIPCJ\I) , 

Che e.na;y bo9bor thot down by A1J.1 ~ire at fall? SWTTENHill. Air recom-.ai1aanoe 

report«! '4 trenaporto ott SIICCRA, 68 airorGl"t ot SI!ll(Rl Md J} at PATAllI 

INMl'Oll• oirorott ot SU!ll£I PATANI aorodr-, 

i&• Mllit:uy aO\a"cta report thlt on 2Stb a turthor r•1d OD 

JWl)CIOJI anil on llilt.IU.alOJI eorodr- ... MM"ied out b7 S4 Jap&neoo _. ... oorted 

b)' JO t1chter•. C-aUYOl7 little~ na done anil .,... t!w> 20 • ._Ur­

crott ..,.. shot 4-. Quo loeeea 6 &Uaratt (inolu41zc - ot the .l:arioan Vol..,... 

teer Grcup) Md - -• ..,.. deetro,.d on t.l1e P"Ounilo J'Urt.ber report Gt l"&ld 

oo 23rd gave late1t oa~ty rtgurea a.a 11000 Jdllod and ?00 injured. 

SNVJ!A!lj MP llQR!iEO, 25th, SIJIU~AIO (J«JlTH Ba!N!O) aorodrom 

na heavil7 boabed Md roodorecl t.poreril7 '"'""1-hlo, 

a6tb. Air reconnai••ance report.I one lqe cruiaer 1 ant 4••· 

"""7c", r..,,. lranaporto <- -.,.) """ • ... bor Gt bore•• Gtt m:l!IlC, llo 

1&ad operaUo:aw ...-. obtlll'T*1, 

(IV) 1mz1ms55 

lliWl• l l •-N toroe ot apprcx1Mtol7 taosr 41vi•1- ia 

reported to ha ... -eel to att&clk CIWGS!ll in CIJll"RAL CHINA on 23rd Deoa_., 

(V) JU' m g Wftp;l • 

O.Olll. lllLll.l dteor1bo• tho J•-M tor'OH 1n llorthorn MAU.YA 

aa a ~ v.1nod anir ot -.t.n equ1Pllecl "1th a b1ch proport1oo ot tc_. 

.,_ """ -we anil ~ all IWllla of "'"" in .., att.pt to io- tho 

-ala ot- ""-• 



C097 llo, JL 

orm, 1p. " 

(I) ,liWL 

A -11 Spo.niah llel"'Oht.nt V••••l hlu bMn intoroepted in the 

Atlalltic Md i.. '-illc H•t into GI!ll&LUJt. llllriac "" unoue-•N at~ lo' 

- aircratt - &ft -t.-ecost OCllT07 7"0t4onlq ._,,,., - of the &irvan 

... ebot down lo' pnr. hem the e.......t •hipo, 

(II) MIIJWX 

.wm.\• Oil the evening ot the 26th tho main a.,.,,.,, F'crce, with 

poeai bly &<DO Ital1arla, ••• in poait1Qn arowxl JmJ..SrA, \':Jw:re i t wes being haruatd. 

b7 ... ot our ...._,,..., Brl.cllll .. , 1llAI ..,.,.y aruu.r, .1n t.h1a ere& ie reported to 

1nolud4 eJ.&,bt ~ • l\WI, •- 88 •• Md anU•Wll: gllDl1 Md poe•ihlJ' - clllc­
in t.&MB, Our tar- ere olo•iac 1A on J!l»Jlill tr<a tha Jlortb £pt Md South, 

Uthough teoWtotiac the witl>l!rool ot the It.l!om, the a.-.. .tom at JiDAllUl 

•r gin "" the opportwdl;T to get behind Md dootrcy th-. !!irelo .. •llinoe pre­

nnta u1 ~ exaot poaition ot our aut.tl.anld.iia tOl"o.e. 

~. 1he situation i e •t.erial.l.11.U'IC.haqred., Alt.bough aovore 

c11U$lt1e1 are bell9"4 to have been intlioted. upon the •l'IOIV' in l ocal OO\mter• 

attaoke. SJ.1&bt OOAt&ot ha1 bMn Mde on the Jl1ftr f'!lUX, where tbl O~ 1a ~ 

-iac bridce• Md ....rw, 
~. !lie Rua• l.ano .... ednnoiac on • booed &oat r .. t and 

South t?est ot 'IUU1 and an also exert.S.cc bo&'TJ' p-ell\.1.N on the Geraans eut of 

ms Md 1.n the DOICTS eraa. 

(In) Am QPpAV Ql§ 

JllS'm\li mo:q. 27t.h. A tokl. ot 22 tJ.roratt were des-patched W 

the Ncrweg1an Coalt to &t.t.ok Pft poaiUon1 near StADLAll>, and aerodrcme oorth t&tt 

ot BllRlllf Md lllippiAs ott IC!RSU!I>, At the urcdl'-, - hito-.. - CD the 

~. a mrobuat. .,. ... 1 ... .- ott mmum an4 DMI' d• .. • 9ll"'e ecor.d oo 

.,,.ti.r, J!1cj>t ot ...,. a1rcrafi ...,. mooln(, Vth/~ 21>6 &ircratt wan aant 

out • DUSSBU>aUP 132, BOULGCle 34, l!l!ES? 29, a Dutoh -- 6, ... ~ S, 

...,.n -.re aiHing an:1 one oruhed Oil ret\.a-n. Qnl7 t.n aircra.tt operated ac•inlt 

tbi1 oountrT. 

MIPtmJUNM l.mlA• 26 Blenhl.tM attaottd lltObaniot.l t:N.rw• 

part oc the roed nit ot JIDA8,l.!l. 1 and ot.hon hem 11.lL!I. boml>ed ho l , SOO ~ -­

.-... oi.. tn - -. - ot •bioll 'blow ""' :i611>/:!'7tl>.. ~ 
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droJ)p6d t .. ntT • ix ...S • halt toZl8 ot bcabs on 'IRIPOLI (L) Ha-bollr, t., bite ...S 

GM Dl&l" aiu on ab1ppinc .. re obte..1.ned. 

iAla• 26th/27th. llnolO)' airer.rt attaoked th• iol=d dur~ 

thia lligbt ...S tho tollowing dq, oau•~ sl..!gbt ohllian d-•· ~ Junker• 88 

no dootroyed by our tigbtero, 

ZAR WT, ~· 26th. ~ lirct'att mado •e•ere.l attaoke 

on the r.U.q aouth ot TAPAH. Notr TAMPIN, 20 lliloe north ot l.1AlAOCA1 it wae cut 

but -• r ep&irecl the •- lligbt, 

(IV) AJBCWT CASUALIIFS IN OfBRATIOt§ ODf\ Ala> mru THB ERitISH IS JES 

a ...... - deetro)'9<1 27th l 

British • llliaail!g 27th 8 

27th/28th 7 

Total 15 

(V) 11>ere 1• cumulative ovideoo• that a baoe tor eupply1ng !\>el oil 

on a b1& soale 1a being oste.bl iohed at or near l.1.A.flSEIU.B wxlor GeTDM control, the 

oil 1a being sent t o this area by River and c&Ml. trca GJ!lUJ.IJI? through FRANCE vie 

LYON and. the RlllHE. Reporta of the quantiey vary traa 271000 to 401000 tone, in• 

oludln8 both clieNl oil ard petrol, ouitobl e t ar oul:url.nee and 100tor torpedo boata, 

U.bo&te in the MEDI'l'?lmAl&.N ue t.t proeent uaing SPEZZIA ~t there ia oo orldot>Oe 

that azq ot thio oil 1a to be shipped tbor<I, It u.y bo intollded to use tbo IW\­

S::I UE aroa as an alternative aupply ba&a tor Gel"'llll.n Forces in the UBDITBRRAt&N. 



..,..,.-. 

BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

:>oar t:r . rro11dont , 

30th Ooco,.,ber, l{t41 . 

1 oncloao hort1n a copy or tho 

l&taat report roeeiv•d troM Lontton on tho 

"iJ1tar7 e1tuat1on . It wu dotod 2~th 

Decor""bor , 1 4.1 . 

~11ov• o, 

Dear J.:r . tTe,1:!.ent , 

':/otj a!ncorel:; 7oura , 

?ranl-tlin J . Rooaovel t , 

Prest.dent or tho \"n1ted St1tea o! i.re.,..t.ea , 

.lashin""ton, ::> . ;; . 



u 

OPm. 1ca, " 

CC>pT Ho • ..!L... 
nmw 

Intcrut101J rtotiv~ \Ip to 7 a,a., 29th O.oeaber, 19.U, 

Cr) .IWr. 

Ll&ht !croo1 and two Wantry .. sauit 1hiJ)<I roturl>ld yeotordq 

att.r a eucce••f'ul o))t.ration on the Hcrwegie.n Ooaat, llilit.ary b.sttert: .. were de­

""Ulblcl and lnd111tri&l pl.N>to 4-1tro;rod. ll!mq...ix pri-• ...,.. takon an! 

h••Y7 oal'U&l.U.a -.rt intl1oWd Qll the •MIV'• Pi.Ye MrObant vessei.1 two armed 

trawler• and a tug ••r• des troyed or eu.nk. Uaval ca.uualt.11• were lJ.cht and An1' 

cuualtioo 1r.cl,_ too otnoor1 and nrtoon other rW. k1l.1Ad whioh ..,.. not 
11••"7 oonaidorl.ig tho aovoro oppolition in 1troot fighting, A Dutch aubu.rinl 
aank a JapaneM de1t.ro79r on the 24th near XOOKINl, 

Cn) ' " ''!"I 

i.Jm&• livening :nth. Air ropor to in!ioato that tho ono,.y in 

tho J!:DAll'fA oroa h obt&ininc 1upplioa an! petrol b7 •••· tato•t report• indioatl 
that ..,.. ..._...94 !orcN aro ..U round tho • ._., ,Southern n&Dlc with po.troa 

&I tar U.at. a.a ~.l BR!n.l. SU- on<llO' tank• wore deatro)'$1 near JWABU en the 

obn!ilr of tho :i'lth. llotarioed troopo ooro in oonteot with tho OMJVll Herth• 

Ba.-terft tl.t.ftk. 1<91 ti.tteen cilea t'Y'Ca JEDI.BU while el.uent.- M8D to l".&'Ye ftntuNd 

Oona1d1rabl.7 fu:rt.hlT into the enoa;rle poeitJ.on anS UO reported to bf.VI ehelled. 

tranapart three Ailee Horth ot the town. JJ.ro obeervat1on rej)Ol"t i.denW'ioation 

cl1U1cult ooiJli to our e.W- 'boiqr intonol.'old vitb tho •ll""1'· 
llALUA· l:lltll• Our troop1 have ld.thclrown to poo1Uona about 

twont:r 1111.. Soutb or Il'()I!,, 

mllllli• .l.o ott..J>t to d.Uloclco tho •"""1 l'r<a B<SP?IK on tho <'111-
ttJ.led, We euttered e<me ca.su&lt.1 .. mt det&ila are not ,..t too.n. thi• place i• 
on tho Oout 'bot won VICTCRL\ POIJrr &nd MER:llll1 tiler• aro no roecla to it but thoro 

1• • ..n l&nc!1ns """""· A -11 o-ontroUOD or troopo in SiMoM W>il'cn 
witb -1 lorrio1 h roliohlJ' reported on tho s1-o0 bordar 1n tho aroa o! ti> 

uppc roaobo1 ot tho llllOl«l R1Yor • 

(III) m "IUtmp 

!11Sl'IRI 1ltO!lf0 :nth. Boalll'isbtor• •nd 8lonhof.llo (1noluding t• 

R.0,1. r . ) prcteotLoc n&•al unita oparatiJ>c ott tho llarncian Cout clron orr all 

- w...rt &nd dulro19d t.o - t'lc-• - -.... anc1 4-ocl Uroc 
ot!m &1rwatt. bet ot oar aJ.roRtt are alt•ilW• 27\h/28tb. rm_31J?f!l, ::..... ;l"::L 



.. re ... 11 in the dook1 area. 16 R.C. A.F., 23 R.A..A. P. OJX1 14 R. N. Z.A. F, airer&!'\ 
tool< pon 1n tbNe oporau-. lllltb. 'l'lo 9G'Oba:rt TOIMlA> ot about S, 000 ~ .. 
r.ore attacked b)' R,0, A, P, Hud•cM ort the Dutoh Ooa1t. Ono wu bit aaldabipo and 
tho ot.ber Ill ~M to bl hit. 28tlo/29U>. m a.!Nr&tt _.. eont out - t:IL!Eill 
SHAV!N 861 11118 811 DGlBN 40. Int.rude>' Operation• 10. Vilibllit)< r111 good and 
rewlt• are bel.1rt9d to hne been 1ttecu.... ~ ..Um boabera a-. lli••inc. 
About aev•ntlen t.nnQ" a1ror&tt r:or1 op:.i'etinr, moet or vhioh are 1uapeoted ot •ea 

RP1IB8RArf.AN. JdEA• 27th.. Fout' aqulldrona of BlonheiU IUCr-

•-tull¥ attaobd •- poaiUcmo in tho IWU>Il &Na. Tcu!>allb d .. ~ threo. 
vehicle• and dame&ed about titqr othere betw•on mwlV. and EL ltGllBIU, two 
T-.bam ,.... .i.11or. a._ tighter acthit,> in tho b&tUa are& waa -r al.lgbt, 
27tb/28tb. Haval &Jrorart l&id r.iinll ort 'IR!l'OLI (L) and olovon U1lllneton1 at.­
t&olcod •hippiiw in tho harbour, 2S • ...., ai?'cratt llllda r&141 on 27th. 27W28th 
and 28th. No 1"portant d_,o " "'ulted , 0.. bonber ••• ohot dotm by lllrrioane•. 

PAii E.15%, ~. 27u./28th. Six Bhdloim atucked SUIOII 
PATAHI aol'Odr<:8e. At loa1t eevon tighter• wore do1troyod and five tighter• atd 
U..- bomber• domgod on tho crcond. :28th. - onoey aJzorart ati.ckad Pait 
snTT!HJNI. CM n1 lhot down by KUA and another probobly dHtro)'Od. 

( IV) •!!!CWT C.LW,!.TW\ I~ O!'!!llATIO!§ ma ,\JJ) t1!ll! 'lllB Mrn.JQ 

Gorman 27th. Pivo doatr.,..i, tlrff d._od. 

lr1 t1•h 271.b. - llia•inc 
27th/28th. Seven mi•ainc 
Total Ten. 
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j BRITISH EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

3ls~ nree~l nr , 1041 . 

Denr ; ·" . Pr tis ldont , 

r nnclonc hert!ln co~les 
of tho l a tent r C>flortn rncolvocl r r or.i Lendon 
on th<' ,, · 1 ' tnr: a · t ''8 t · on . They Trore <IA tt!cl 

Daronhor 25th a ncl 30th . 

.. r . Prr3ldont , 

" ory s incerely your s , 

REGRP. DED 
UNCLr ~..:> 1 f' IED 

ThP. ikmoura'Jle 

f.'ra rilcl in D. 'lon~ovelt , 

/Ju.~ 

Pro3 . t!e!!t O" t~c •r· itod r t f'~e3 of .-:e:'1C4
1 



ran s ., 
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(I) .II.Wt 

CV oporalJ.oM a&a!Mt 0-bceto 1A tho ATLAlfllO, U.ot ot GIBRAL?Alt 

and 1A the Eutorn lloditorrMMll havo bet• conopiououal.Jr oueoeootul. II.II. .lir• 

or~ ~ ILWS1!UOIS &rd l'alllIDABIB uri...i 1A ham wtero ~ \Uldersoinll 

r.pd.rt in tt. tna1'!D SU'l!S. 'ftMI etxt.Mnth C&Mdian l'roop Convoy &lao en-1"4. 

llM"Y air att..U oa tbo Gerw.n llhipo a t INST •-ar to ho•• boon Wlluclc;r &Oil 

d- ire' Mir OGl;f oupart1oW. At AllCIWlllL the ice d-t.icn u wo-'nc 

.. 1"1.ou9, bat ..-. crtanatn UM ot tllRl&l!ISI oan ~ iaport. ooa:!it1CD1. •amt• 

Oll.N d•8tro791'a and Ult.i~int anf't d0Grt4d 00""°79 vhic.b have been nmniJC 

r.plar]T to 1mD &Oil • ~t patrol Iv Clnolt do•trww• hu been M1Ata1.nod otr 

8.1.RDU &Oil SOil.iii. F- ar ti,. ahipo or about t1YO thouund tom aro ti.>m to 

Ila" modo tbo orooaiag troa IliLl to I.lB?A dUrl.ac tho - · A group or 0-boata 

•• OJ*"&tJ.nc Cl'l tbe OOllYOT route northwvd1 trca GIBRALTAR 11'.1 co-operation nith 

rooko 1llalt 11.iror&tt, and l t la probable ehat GorMn tumorino• _. be llOVing to• 

...S. t.be T?eetern Atlantic. 'lb.-. ha• bMn no indioat.lon rooentl.Y or !UV' oper­

atiQC 1n tbe Atl.arrt.1c 11outh or )0 decz"MI' !ilortb. Prisoner• atate that ecma T .. 

l'Uollad tr<a ....-t ahlpo ~ 1A YEO •bout tbo lllddle or 0oc-.., 5""oral 

aro - OJ>ONti"C 1D the lll!Z>rmuwt!Wf, or ob.lob rwr ar t1YO ..,... ooar ilBDJOllA 

durl.DS the oarl7 port ot the WMl;, Sblpp!J>c lo-• -.. •-J.dorob!J' Jd&hor t.hoD 

ot lato, J.asoly d1ao to ,._ -laTiol ort tbo ran Coaet, 

llllilllo llur1Jll tbo 9Mlt eod.lJll t"atrtourt.11 949 ahipo _.. 

-•UJod. lllporto l.Dto tbo Oldtad 11.acd<a d..-1Ac tbo - onding :<otl> _..,tad 

to 890,000 - . l.Doludiac 290,804 - 1-ta. """~ oon-taolmr :1.ooporto 

-. • t• ll1o1.-,. ot Foad1 "4,P tono1 111n1otr7 ot 11u,1'27, 11099, '°° tono, 

(ti) •p n y x 

~ !!lo ._, ~ t&U1Ac to bold tho DERll.l-lli:.Xll.I Lico, 

at~ to - a at&al lut ot llEllllUI to - tbo OYOeu&IJ.oo ot that Port, 

but la- wttldrw Soati...r.ta. ~ -l•a t_..,od dlvialooo, ....,rlllil\. 

- Oll1T - IR to !10 - , an lo ti. .1S11D _ , aad """ ob,._t u to 1riJ11 

..... to '9\t.la 1lol'oN Ullir - - po '° u. ... t. 0.- -11111\ !lo, - . bol.D 

- t 2 ... ... u. ..sa 11111 ... .. - ~ -·· !lie - b raN'1ri.oW 

~ - ... fl ~ I I' ... -· ••al ..,u.. wn...lt.IM, !lie - fl u. 



- 2 -
battle ..,. dopoal.o 1-]T on..., •bllil.7 to trwpon ud alnt&i.u - _,, .. 

1.u nttioi- - · 
~. 1bo 0-N-t la oontlni'1QI en tho ~ IJOOCCI! 

~oat tna ULillII to auu., ud ltaoutan _ _. 11 in•••t.inB tho onolO' tna 

exeoutiQI a planned •1-awol, Thero lo "" 1-diato pl'<>OJ»Ot of tho o ........ 
1NC••ediQI ill otopplnc tho balan ad'<..,.. and in 1t.bUi11ng tho r.ottt, 

""""'' In tla C!WCS!ll .,..., on tho OA?mlll-fll.'«lll rail""7, a 

otroag J._ .. tcroo 11 at~ t.bo 01l1.ooff poelti_, In l!ALU.t, t.bo Jap&noM 

-- i.. tor tho -t ~-. bvt ... w...._h .,.. roportad to lla ar• 

"1"1.oc by - ud land 1n t.bo 1"' Is-, ,..._t ApaneM I~ lo totiatad 

at Four DhioJ.- and ooe Tank RegWnt, 

m,u. rt> Oel'Mn troop movtl!IODtl havo boon reported to sub• 

etanti&t.e the rtael"OUI rumoure ot an 1.m.1.nont at tack on SPAIN. 

Mllol.fll. 1bo Gorman ,....,..,. ... J».iCn ii u aoti" in Miil? u it 

ia 1n t.bo Iberian r..u-.i.. 1!1C'9 - boon o--.1 ""porto or Gvm&n -para­

ttono tar tuturo "11.ltary action bued on BULO.L'W.,, 

(In) AIR qrpuTIW§ 

gwrtp gr'(ip. !'be pr-incipe.l oporatJ.on • • tho daJril&ht raid 

upon the Otrmn W1ra.hJ.p1 at BREST. Night bombins wa1 o&M"ied out. on fo\l.t" 000-11.iona, 

<IUJ'blg whioh a total or about 21)() to.a or hl<!h •"l'lo•i•• &nd 15, 000 incendiul•• 

-. dropped, OUr &1ron.tt. 4-ced With bomb• or torpedooo about ~s,ooo tono or 

- ohipplnc, 

F>TT2''"'u. 
cmvma. RelaQUeaa attacks l:o- .,.,.,.. ard f'ighter• upon r.­

-t.inB • ._ ool,_, oontr!but<ld to tho!.r ~•nl.•tion. s._. aerodr.-. aod 

land1JlS grounilo -• &loo bHY1ly boolbod, a......i &iror&tt be! .. either deatro)"ld 

or 4-od on tho vOllnd. 
PQ'QLII•MI·· zoaw ... 1tW.Cbd b7 dq and mIPOLI (L) "'' 

'bombod oa five ~ ot t.bo -to oar •ircrat\ - or d_.s •bout 16,ooo 
- ot - ohl.ppiQI. Apart tna - boa"7 but !.notteou .. nl&ht roJ4 on TQlllt& 

little - ·- ot .Ida - !.n LlllU, 

MAioU• ~ acUnv 1-Md both Iv 4117 an! nl&ht. 

f M Wt. Qmo f'1c.bt«oa oarritd out One hCC•N.tul attack on aD 

•11111111' urodr- !.n SI.Ill, and Dutob l1jrht 1-bor• wort ln .. tton •loot JapOnHo 

llrral t...- ott N,11, 8CJlJe0. .._. 1-boro 1'll1dod IU.IGOON, ...So ........i °'toab 

.., D'Oll 1.n IWAU w twuo noitod 111.u.& Lill- wadi- m.t.11out ..... 1"' -b 

._ Ia ..., tboir '*"11.F - 1'01'?WU and .... ~ ·- "" irouax, 

... . Iml&ID ...... • 



1 .• 

_,_ 

( IY) PJIJOTS '8QS Ptmq;W3]C NP 1m11 m ;-t;1 &7Qll'S 03 WJ.'!S gr m 

.,,.tGM on mm ftlflrrgs' ,, mm 
mill• In NOent n.i&ht attacta, no bcmb9 ba.,. tfl.le.D oo t..bl 

ton •nd-.. baa boo• ooatiaod to tllo doeta-. CID llt.b/Utb -. -

1-b till about 15 •tn• rr.. tho end or ... or tllo 4rr doollo, 

Jll.lio:i, Arter tho raid on :ntll/:ISth -bor, t..aiz>a trm 

NA.PUS arrind ill Rem: mere than lS hour• late. Photorr•ph• contire Tariou 

it.a ot iaport..nt i.ndUltrl&l duac• ainoe elevtnt.h Hcrtoaber, .1aoni tb• tur­

tbar ~ to R010l JrMnal, halt tilt UNnal oOll])l.1tolJ' do•tro,.d. 1'urtl>er 

"..,.. ~ to tilt torpoc1o raoto17, Duagt to AU• -o .... ta, .,, ou Dopot 

and to roe!'l.qr or tba .t.!rtr... ~orb, A ltJop bolAI ill tba root or tilt atn r~ 

- ai.u..., 



·' 

cow lo, ..!J... 
WliiSK l&i WI 

'9.S. SW&!} 

9P1IL .. '' 

(I) 'UW& 
~. 'lb. 'talk ot the ID4llO' force• are 11t1ll in poe:itioo 1n 

tbe JFJ>ASU. ..,... 1d.th tbeir ~ toroea ooveriag t.be oou.t.hel'n flank. Con­

Umocl pno.,,... bod not :rwt wcooeclod in 411lcdains t1-,, On the 28t1i • tore• or 

approxl.Mtol,y 6o • ._ to.>Jto •-tod I')' ortUlory attaolced one ot our ......,.od 

l:lrt.clde1, Alter •ix hour• tightizlc our troopo WitbtHw eaetuard11 An uncon!'ir9od 

...pen otote• tllot the •• ._ wttorod .lO tank ouualUto, OUr troopo at B!:Klll&ZI 

et.at.. then IU"e rel.tUJA report.a that &bout s,ooo ot our pritonera haYe been 

evacuettd by ._ to OUll:I, 

IUlliUA• On the JJCSCCQ f?ont the Ruasiane a.ro contJ.nuing their 

ldTanoe •ou-U...t ot ULINDt. In the CRDIBA, the G.-...na and P.oullaniue are con­

Um.dal to attaok SBVAStoPOL and a.r. otter~ atrong reeittance to Ru.a&lan atteu:pt.d 

to land at DROii, 

l!AloUl• South ot IPOH OID" tOl"'llU'd t.Nopo b&ve lllldo o 1toad7 

wit.bdr.-1 ita hoe ot ~ foroea eatiated at one divi1ion .u,pported b)' artil· 

,,.,,. --· 
~. ii. Japonooo Mv9 occupied ru:Hilll, Accord.lng to Dutch 

IOID"OH port ot - prri- bu rMChod llltcb BCIUllO, 

(II) AIR QPPATIPli 

mssm• roorg. 28th/29th. '7IIJGU5HlVEll, Ho clam, vtaibility 

-•U.nt, - and dooto ol.Nrl.T Mon. 71 "- 11,E, ond 6, 500 lnoondl.arl.aa 

dropped. bato .,., tin• -• in the oenln ot the town, no~ rill"7 

otoUoa and •cro• the doolco, • Cl!N - Ureratt out ot Tl oo Wo 01>Joot1 .. d~ 

not Nturn, 

im.s. 65 a1zon.l't droppod 55 tom ot 11,E, - 3,000 1.Do•••ll.ar 

Yidld.Ut;,. ,_i, torpt ol.Nrl,y 1dontlJ'l.od, 41Not bl.to o1>ta1nod and photocJ'•pba 

~ -. to~ l')' n.. and om i.,... oxploo1on "" -• on -­

,...to ot tho ol>jeott ... 

-.. 54 - ot 11,1,, inclllllJas rho 4, 000 po<lllOoro, and 2,oc~ 

inett''•rf.a• di rt ' • V1• 1bUJtT exoellent and. 1.UCbt p'Ound 8now b.lped identl 

nat1a11o 8noral ........ _. -· ohl.e.."l,y in tho doolco ...... on the moi. • 
.._,. •t1o1M\cil7 D1cb\ IUld tho Mot. tor - -· 111 R,C, A,1. and 7 R, A, A, J· 

as-ft - ,..... Cillo c 'lg Ww.n -u.. 



29\b/)OUI, lolob1il( oponUono •-•llod. About 55 .._ alJ'­

cratt wn .,,...u,,. oh1•11T .,, .. li<rtbN•t zi.1...i. About 25 oroeHd tho ccut. 

o.ir t1c)it...• dHt.l'o714 om - -r and two ot.hor alront't aro beUned dH• 

tr.,..S. 

F!D88'''' • Wiiii• 2ltUi. \?eat.Mr °bt'itll bid in t.be J!D.l811 

._cur U&ht --· .._.-ted qaill.Ot • ._ po"1Uoo.o in BL'U)U., 'Bleo­

bdae a1.taclced tenbr - IDB ( L) and OQ 28t.b/29tb ' lloJ.li.octoM bombed 

TRIPOLI (L). 

llllllQj and lilllill• 28tli/29th. lfolll.llcton• ..,.. aaot to a ttacll 

IS•UlllB llP'al - and oil inetallauo .. at tho PJJW;lll. 0..1"' to bed ,...u,.,. 
cmlJ' throe drm&tt attaolcod their prl.mry obJooUv. "1th unobaorved reoulta and 

8 other• bcmt.d the &.-odr'mN at ~ BAY and Ja.ULIOY 11here the ~ ._. 

ldt. 

II.loll.· 28W29t.h. 10 air<>ratt attacbd, oao - .i.ot. d- l'7 

.... tire. 29th. 9 ottaob -. ...Se l'7 • tot.el oL '6 al.roren. 0.. GcMn 

ficbter and p-obabl.1 a 1eoca.t wre d••'b"o7ed. ' Jlrriot.n11 ..,.. lo.et.. 2 meQi­

heiM ..... 4-ed on tho srOW>d. 

W WT, ~. Z8th/29t.h. 4 lll.enhoiu attaalced SU!«l&t 

PAW<I -- caud"I tiroo am a luce oocplodon. Ona &l.OJ>boia 1e a11•iolo 

29th. An attaclc: b,r 18 ..,.., a1ra:ra1't on IUWli ~ caueed little du&IC•• 

'TE''RS ysr m g. 28th. MIDll MJ'Od.rc8t• Jlortb.eut 

smu.-, .. heoT1]¥ -. •port oL • ._ _ .. i.ut. troopo dropped 1e not -

t1NOd. 

( tII) 4JRCWT OA§!lilIIJA JI pn!UIIOt§ cma NP m Tlli QHITISH rs ll.§. 

0- • Ona doatro)'ed, Two probeblo, 

( IY) IP p;t1m 

-.. IJll*NlltlT dirooted •- tbe lll'JCAS1't&-05-7I!ll .,... 

- - tlloa ot lat&, m\ -"--!. n.... - - d- to bouM pro!*V 
..., _ ...iu.... 

{V) w•p m 'tF' 
..,.,..,.. ~ ot :zl.1t, pancrapb i lx. 1be toroe• operat.1,_ 

b'Cla tll>OoCHta, SI.Ill 11111 11.lLlD hon ,.,. bean inoroued to about ~ airor&tt 

of all lnMo ID addi Uoe t.bo - or lallll boaad be1'7 bmt.on in tho r.o111A1 

Ia1"lda ._ - LM , ... It' • - ...-oa to • tot.:. r :14 a1roran. 
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