GREAT BRITAIN - Military Situation: January 1942
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Dear ir. President,
I enclose herein copy of the latest

report received from London on the military

gituation.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,
The Honourable

Franklin D. Foosevelt,

President of the United States of Americsa,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 3lst December, 1941,
(1) HAYAL

Home waters 30th, A photegraphic recennaissance of BREST during
afternccn subsequent to attack mentioned in paragraph 3 below showed the S5CHARN-
HORST and FRINZ EUGEN in dry dock and GEEISENAU alongside the torpedo boat
station with no apparent damage,

EEDITERRANBAN., 29th, A4 convoy escorted by crulsers and des-
troyers arrived at ALEXANDRIA from MALTA, The force had been several times at-
tacked unsuccessfully by enemy alreraft,

12th, One of H.M, destroyers eoscorting a convey to TOBRIK
succesafully drove off by gunfire two enemy torpedo bombers which attacked har
Rortheast of BARDIA,

One of MM, gun-boats successfully engaged two enemy ccastal
defence gune in the vicinity of BARDIA, One of HM, sulmarines has sholled
and surk 5 enemy schooners at SUDA BAY and at METHONI (Southwest GREECE), She
alse torpedoed an Ttallan destroyer inside JNAVARINO HARBOUR on the 23rd,

(11)  MILITARX
LIBIA. It is now known that in the tank battle south of JEDABYA

on 28th we destroyed 22 enemy tanks and soverely damaged a further 20, Our
losses ware & tanks knooked cut and B more laft on the battle field and pro-
bably lost, BNo further battls had developed by B,30 a,m, 30th, At that time
40 enemy tanks wers reported advancing Northwest from EL HASEIAT (30 miles

Southeast of JEDASYA),

MALAYA, The bridge at KUALA DIPANG (7 miles north of KANPAR)
has been successfully destroyed,

BURMA, BOEFYIN which was unsuccesafully attacked by our foroes
on 27th was evacuated by the Japanese during night 28th/29th and was cocupled
by our forces on the morning of 30th,

BUSSIA. Main Front, The Aussian advance is contimuing,

CRIMEA. The Russians have landed en the KZRCH Poninsula and

have recaptured KERCH and FEOD(SIA,

(1) ATR OFERATIONG
. WESTERN FRONI, 30th, 9 Squadrons of fighters (from waiich 3

Spitfires are missing) escorted 16 Halifax in an attack on the warships at
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BREST, the results of which were not obasrved, A.A, fire was intense and
acourate, 3 of our bombers are missing, the crew of one being rescusd from

a dinghy 50 miles morth of BREST, Four fighters destroyed 6 ME 109%s and oue
bombers destroyed another, 7 more were probably destroyed. 30th/3lat, 6 air-
araft of coastal ccmmand attacked the docks at LA PALLICE, Hite are claimed
on the mols and a tanker was possibly demaged,

\EDITERRANEAN. LIEXA. 29th, 4 squadrons of Blenheims attacked
snemy positicns and the landing ground et JEDABYA, many vehicles and two air-
eraft were destroyed, Other Elenheims dropped bombs afiong dispersed motor
transperts 20 miles scuth of JEDABYA, 3 squadrons of Blenheims registered
pany hits on enemy positions at BARDIA, Blenhelma attacked enemy vehicles in
the arsas of MISURATA and ZOUARA, 3 small shipe and 3 lighters were sighted
at RAS ELALT (26 miles west of EL AGHEILA), Supplies were apparently being
landed at & temporary jetty there and mlso at RAS LANUF (43 miles Forthwest
of EL AGHEIIA), At RAS EL ALI 500 M, T, were seen dispersed arcund the Jetty.

MALTA. 29th, &5 enemy fighters machine gunned naval units,
One ME 109 was probably destroyed by Rurricanes, twe of which are mnissing,

12 bombera attacked LUGA ssusing some damege to aireraft on the asrcdreme,

Mlght 29th/30th, 3 enemy aircraft drepped bombs on the island
causing a few army casualties, 30th, 3 raids were made during the second (ty
& bombers sscorted by 40 fighters) the serodromes at TAXALI and LUGA and &
dockyard were attacked, two bombers were destroyed and one probably destroyed
by our Hmoricanss,

EFAR EAST. MALAYA. 29th, KUANTAN merodrome again attacked
but no damege caused, P,M, Enemy aircraft made 3 attacks on SINGAPORE
Island, detalls of damage not yet known.

JOHQRE. 29th, From army scurces it is reported that LUANG
was bombed and machine gunned,

(V] BOME SECURITX
29th/30th, Casuslties at NEWCASTIE and in the NORTHUMEERLAND

area Are reported to be 11 killed and 32 sericusly injured,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON.

January 2, 1942,

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy

of the latest report recelved
from London on the military
situation. It 1s dated
January 1, 1942,

Believe me,

Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States

of America,
Washington, D.C.
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SETEL Mo, 1
Information received up to 7 a,m,, lst Jemuary, 1942,

(I) MNAVAL

Attacks on shipping, 28tk Dec, A British ship of small
tonnage was sunk by enemy actlcn in the Eastern MEDITERRANEAN,

31st Dea, A British tanker was torpedosd about 200 miles
north west of the BUTT OF LEVWIS,

(11) MILIBARX
LIEYA, Enemy is now believed to have the remnants of five

Ttalian infantry divisicns and cne Ttalian and two German armoured divisicna
in the JEDABYA area, round which several strong points have besn constructed,
Thers 18 also a line of deferded pests stretohing thirty miles scuth sastwards
towarda EL HASEIAT, From which plade the enemy had been forced to withdraw
by one of cur mobils columna,

30th Des, During the morning there was another tank battla
botoesn forty enmemy tanks and fiftyweight of our own scme fifteen miles south
east of JEDABYA, Tank casualties are not yet known but are likely to be con-
slderable on both sides, In the afterncon, ouwr armoured forces withdrew nerth-
wards to protect the left flank of the troops engaging the strong enemy post
north east of JEDAETA,

FEoontiler Aves, 318t Dec, The assault on BARDIA with tanka
* and infantry ccmmenced early in the morning after hoavy air and artillery pre-
parationa, Tt is believed that good progress has been mads,

UAIATA. In FERAX our positicn im unchanged, During 30th
Dec. the Jwxnese, supported by artdllery and mcriar fire, appeared to be
feeling cur defencos, There hes been minor enemy alr activity sgainst cur com-
menioaticns, On the East Cuast, & small pecty of Japanese have penetrated
gouthwards from TRENGOAND towmrds KUANTAN where hoy are being engaged,

LESI4. Beavy fighting is contimuing south west of KALININ,
The Cermans have meds a further withdrawal west of KALUGA,

(ITT) AZR OPERATIONS
IESTERN FRQUT. 31st Dec, and 31st Deo,/1st Jan, Mo of=

MWWWWMM“M&H#NM.

- = E - e e T



.a-

EDIDIRANEAN. LIBYA. 30th Deo, Three equadrons Blenhedme

tranaport, Four otbar squadrens heavily atiacied enemy positiens at DARDIA,
B lenheims stincked mechanical transperd on the FRMSWTRIFOLI and THIFOLI-ZOUARA
roads,

20th/31at, Seven Wellingtons nttacked barracks cnd machani-
cal transpert sheds at MISURATA, Repeated hits were scored en the targets,

EALTE. 30th/3let, Twentyethree enemy miroraft dropped bombe
mmulmmumm;mmnrhmu.

let, Three enexy ralds, cnme of which consisted of forty=
six bombers and fighters, attacked TAEAD aerodrome, One ME 109 was dastroyed,
No damage to merodrome reperted,

EAR EAST. MALAYA, 30th, Enemy airoraft attacked KUALA
UMFUR and PORT SUETTENHAM, No reports of damage,

(V)  ZNTELLIGENCE

3ils In thelr efforts to reduce tha consumption of petrol
still further, the Germane are reported to be ordering large quantitiess of pro=-
durer gas apperatus for use on mechanical transport on the Russian Front, They
have not delivered any oil under thelr agreement with STELEN ainse October and
have intimated thay will not reccmnanse deliveries in the near future,
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr, Presldent,

I snclose hereln a copy
of the latest report recelved from Lendon
on the military situation, It was dated
January 2nd,

Eellieve me,

Dear Mr, President,

Very slncerely jyours,

Hekjon.

T'he Homourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Pfresident of the United States of Amerlea,
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CPTEL No, 2.
Information received up to 7 A.N. 2nd January 1942,
(1) HAVAL.

One of H.M, Submarines oclaims three hits with torpedces on
laden 6,000 ton tanker off Cephalonia on 30th December. The British
Tanker reported yesterday torpedced is still afleoat. A small British
Berchant Vessel, in Scuth bound East Coast convoy was sunk by mine
yesterday.

(2) MILITARY,

Litya.

The first cbjectivea in our attack cn Bardia were taken
by noon on 3lst December, in spite of a partially successful counter attack,
they were all regainod and comsolidated. About 1,000 enemy priscners,
ineluding some Germans, were captured, Operations continue. In the
forwerd area, E1 Haselat was reported clear of enemy on the 3lst.

Lnlaya.

In Perak, slight contact has been made with the enemy
to the North West of Xampar. At Kuantan, our troopa hold the River
line immediately South and South Test cf the tomm,

Buggin.

In the Ealuga sector, the Russian advance 13 contimuing,
and at least 16 German diviaions have suffered serious losses.

(3) AIR OFERALTONS,

Heptorn Fropk.

lat and lst/2nd. No operations by curselves or the
enemy worth reporting.

MEDITERGANEAN .

Grescs.

30/31st. 10 Ve'llingtons bembed Salemis, The submarine
base and a mmition faotory were hit, Other Wellingtons bozhbod the Piraeus,
starting a fire racng cil clsterns and causing explesicns at a chemical
factory. A large fire was alac started at Megara sesplans base, and
attacks were alse made on two mercdromes in Crete. 2 lellingtons dropped
supplies for British troops still at liberty in Southern Creece,

NS A ST N Y




Libyg.

3lst. Blenheima, escorted by fighters, bembed
mochanical transpert Southeast of Jedabya and some tanks and other
mechanical transport North East of the town. Two tanks were hit and
several wehicles probably damaged. Other Blenheims supporting our attack
on Bardia scored many hits on gun emplacements, mechanical transport and
btuildings in this area.

Ealin.

3lst December/lst Jaiuary and lst. Becbe were dropped
on the Island by a total of about 40 airoraft, but no damage has been
reported,

FAR FAST.

Malivg.

30th, Two ememy aircraft bosbad and machine gurmed cne
of the Singapore serndromes, rendering the runwey temporarily
unserviceable. Eneny attacks were also made on Kuala Lipis with demage to
the rallway, Jerantut, where damage vas caused to civil property, and Betong,
whera a train was hiz. In the evening, raid was made on the Haval base at
Singapore and anti=-yircraft positions in South Johore.

30th/31st. Two Catalinas bombed Sungel Pateni merodrome
with uncbaerved results.

be INDO CHINA.

Japanese troops, strength not atated, and large numbers of horses
and horse transport are reported to be moving from Saigon into Siam through
Phnom Pen.
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

6th Jenmuary, 1942.

Dear Mr. President,
eE oyt s At e I enclose herein coples of the latest
reports received from London on the military
gltuation.
Belleve me,

Dear lir. President,

Mt fur

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Americea,
Washington, D.C.

DECLASSTFTED 0 2 :;

By Authority of

L, ;‘;@-m.zé.&ln?
w Hpf. . . _FER 51977



DECLASEIFTED ;
By Authority .D;W
g : iﬂ COPY MO,

L2
A —
B!—M_L‘MUM
T
- LPTEL NO, 3.
Information received up to 7 A.ll, Ird Januvary 1942.
(1) JOLITARY.

Libys.

After a baycnet attack by moonlight on the night lat-2nd,
South Africen troops, supported by tanks, captured Bardia, The anemy
surrendered unconditionally and are belisved to mumbar over 3,000,
including General Schmidt. 1,000 of cur om troops have been rescued,
OQur casualties enly 75 during night attack and believed total very
slight. H.N, and jl.A.F. support successful., In the forvard area,
our troops are maintaining their pressure on the enemy's position and
are contimuing to harass his left flank. South of Cyrens, our moppning
up troops found ten enemy tanks in good condition,

lalaya.

Encounters with the enemy are talng place at Huantan,
In Vest lalaya, our forces were enpaged with the enemy throughout the
lat in the area 20 miles South of Ipch. Considersble nurbers of small
enemy troop carrying craft have enterod the Perak snd Bernam Hivers frem
the sea, steps are being taken to meet this new threat.

Borneg.
A detachment of an Indien Army Punjabi Regiment from
Kuching has now reached Senggau, 70 miles to the Scuthwest, whers they

have been placed temporarily under Dutch command, The Japensse have
cecupled the undefended island of Labuan off MNorth Borneo,

Indo China,

Reference yesterday's summary, Paragraph 4, this force is
estimated at one divisiom.

Bupsia.

In the licscow sector, the Russians are maintaining thelr
prossure and are forcing back the Germans towards liojaisk. In the
Crimea, the Russians are continuing their attacks against strong German
oppesition.

(2) AJR CPERATIONS.
lestern Front.

2nd. Fighters, sent to attack barges and to recommoitre
the French coast, destroyed two enesy floatplanes and a fighter. A
Spitfire and a Hurricans are misaing,

2nd/3rd. 102 aircraft were sent ocut: Breat - 0,
St. Nasalre - 27, Sea mining - 36, and leaflets (Northern France) - 9,
One Hampden orashed on return. Preliminary reports indicate that 1ittle
could be seen owlng to thick eloud

MERITERRAEAN,
Libva.

3lat December. Beaufighters attacked motor transpert lest
of E1 Aghella, destroying a petrol lorry and two other lorries, damaging
about 60 others and inflicting heavy casunlties on personnel,

aaas et December/lst January, Six lellingtons bombed Fas
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lst, Blenheims attacked Bardia for ever four hours in
support of our ground operations. Three other Blemheim squadrona
bembed widely dispersed motor transport Scuth East of Jedabya, blewing
up an amunition truck and starting fires, Kittyhavwk fighters
intercepted 16 Oerman dive bombers escorted by six German fightera over
Jedabys and foroced them to jettison their bosbs. Four dive bombers and
one Tighter were destroyed and six of the remainder were either probably
destroyed or demaged. One Kittyhavk is missing.

lst/2nd, Four Albaccres, one of which is missing, were
sent to lay mines in Zouars Harbour. Blenheims hit a small steamer
at Buerat El and started fires in barracks and a mechanical
tranaport Fark.

lalia.

ond, 13 pireraft dropped rocket bomba (device (%o
increase velooity), causing some damage and a musber of casualtles,

BALLYA.

91st December/lst January. Singapors wms attacked by over
30 aireraft, which caused slight eivilinn damage.

1st and 2nd, Three Dutch Glenn lartins aighted feur
launches, each towing from two to five small craft, in the Bernam
Estuary., Two of the alreraft were lost, and tmo BElenheims sent later
to attack the leunches are missing. Two Catalinas attacked an enemy
asrodrome, hitting the runway nnd setting fire to two aircraft. Enemy
airoraft attacked and rendared temporarily unserviceable Tangah aerodrome
Singapore., Two of our aircraft were destroyed and two others damaged.
Port Swettenham was attacksd several times and a rubber warehouse set
on fire.
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Information received up to 11 A.M. 4th January 1942,
1. HAVAL.

Two emall British merchant vessels in comstal comvey were
sunk by mine yesterday off Harwich, The British tanker reported cn
1st as torpedosd has now sunk,

2.  MILITARY.

Libva.

The fall of Bardia resulted in the capture of about 5,000
priscners and the liberation ef seme 1,150 of our om men inoluding
650 New Zealandera. (Only two officers were found the remainder having
been previously evacuated by the ememy by sea, Our casualties for the
whole operation were mbout 60 killed and 300 wounded. In the forward
area there have beeon three minor engagements reasulting in the
destruction of five more enemy tanks and scme mechanical transpert.
Ground patrols operating to the west have destroyed a total of 29 enemy
alrcraft on the ground at twe landing grourds in the Nofilia area
betwoen E1 Aghelila and Sirts,

Malayn.

Patrcl activity is reported in the area north and east of
Euantan sercdrome. The enemy are being harassed by our artillery.
Three attacks on our forces in the Kampar area were repulsed. Enemy
vasualties are estimated at 4 - 500 killed, The enomy are developing
their threat from the Perak and Bernam Rivers. An sttempted landing
at Kuala Selangor was repulsed, one small steamer was set on fire and
four barges sunk. The remainder of the ferce withdrew te the north,

Buseia.

The Fussisns are contimuing to advance southe-west of lloscew.

They are also now exerting pressure in the Furskes Kharkev ares.
3. AIR CPERATIONS. Yeatern Front.

2nd/3rd. 40 tons of high explosive were dropped at Srest
and 16 tons at St. Nasaire, &8 RCoAsFay 14 RiAAF, and 5 B.N.Z.A.F,
aireraft tock part operations were spoilt by heavy cloud and were not
very satisfactory. The mine laying aircraft earried out their task

mlmnr
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Jrd. Spitfires damaged a guardship off Disppe and
reported hitting alechol storage cisterns in Northern France.

Ird/4th, 18 aircraft were sent to Brest where cloud
prevented cbservation, and 10 were sea=idning., 2 are niseing.

EEDTTERRANEAN .

Libvs.

lst/2nd. ‘ellingtons destroyed some mechanical transport
west of EL Aghedla.

2nd. IDuring fighter sweeps south of Jedabya, Hurricanes
engaged 6 enemy fighters damaging 4 of them. 2 Huwrricanes are missing,

2nd/3rd, Wellingtons started a large fire at Tripoll,

Italy.

2nd/3rd. 3 Vellingtons dropped bombs on Naples railway
station and near the Air Frame U'orks causing fires,

lalta.

2nd/3rd, For nine hours & total of 26 single aircraft dropped
many bembe around Luga mercdrome, demolishing buildings end eausing a number
of casualties, 3 Wellingtons were destroyed on the ground, On 3rd,
8 bombers and fighters attacked Lugs and two other eercdromes all of which
were badly cratered, and 3 more Vellingtons were destroyed. 3 enemy
alreraft were shot down, a third was probably destroyed by fighters and
& fourth damaged by anti-aireraft fire,

EAR LAST. Malave,

2nd, Ouor fighters provided maxlmun cover over the
reinfercement convoy. Two alreraft were lost but one pilot wes rescusd,

2nd/3rd. Enemy aircraft attacked Tengah mercdrome, Singnpore,
where several buildings were damaged and a direct hit was cbtained on a
bombpreof operaticns recm. No service damage was caused at Sinpapore
iteelf. One enemy aireraft crashed out of seven which attacled
Tanjong Malim, Throughout the Jrd, the enesy maintained fighter patrols
over Kuala Selangor and machine gunned movements of our troops.
& Although the French aireraft industry working for Germany ie
8till mainly producing French types, orders wore placed on first July
with factcriea in the occupled zone for 2,060 German type aireraft for
delivery between October 1941 and July 1944, About 3/5ths are recomn-
alpsance types including oms type for aiveraft carriers, The remaindar
are troop carrying, traneport and some trainers. There is no evidence
that any aircraft under these orders have yet been delivered.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

sEBENr- January 6, 1942,

Dear Mr, Presidant,

I enclose herein a copy of the
latest report received from London on the
military situation., It is dated January 5,
1942,

EBeliesve me,
Dear ¥r. President,

Very sincerely yours,

ats fur

The Honourable
FPranklin D. Rooasavelt
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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Information recedived up to 7 A.M. 5th January, 1942.
1. HNAVAL,

During an air raid on Malta on the evening of the 4th;, two of
H.M, destroyers suffered dazage from borb eplinters, which will keep them cut

of action for a faw days. There were also a fow casunlties.

2. MILITARY.
Libya.
Bardia priscners now estimated at 7,000, ineluding 1,000 Germans.
Malava.

The threat from Japanese landinge in the Perak and Bernam Rivers
againat our left rear continues. llore boats have appeared off Fusla
Selangor, where enemy fighter patrols machine gunned all (7 movement), Other
beats have boen seen heading further south. Our troops in the EKampar area
disengaged during the night 2nd/3rd without grest difficulty. Our withdramal
was clogely followed up by armoured vehicles which were engaged succesafully.

Busgis.

Finlsnd and Leningrad Sectors. Mo change. Central Sector. The
Russian advances in the direction of Rghev and North Test of Naluga are now
taking the form of a wide comnverging movement on the Vyszma area. South
Vest of MNoscow, the Germans have made considerable withdrawals and are now on
a line Yleat of lale Yarcslavets = North of Yukhnovw=Suchinitehi-Belev, Strong
Russian attacks tovards Hursk continue,

Ulraine. The Russians have broken through between Cboyan and
Bielgored. An atteck on Eharkov appears probable in the near future, No
change in Doneta Basin, or aleng River IHdus.

Orimea. Sevastopol has withstood heavy attacks. Successful
combined cperations have resulted in the capture of Herch Peninsula.

3. [OCNEFAL.
n 3rd Jaruary, the Russian Coneral Staff stated that
(&) Oerman rearguards in Staritea ares were in disorganised flight and
that the Russians expected to reach Rghev shortly.
(B) The encirclement of the Germans in Mozhalsk area was planned,

LR
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(C) The Russiona had reached the Yukhnov-Suchinitehi area.
(D) A further advance in the Donets Dasin and scross the river lHus

was confidently expected in spite of stout resistance by mixed Axis

forces,

(E) Pomerful Axis attacks on Sevastopel had besn repulsed with heavy
logoes and Russlan counter attacks had gained ground.
(F) The ares east of Fecdosia was now clear of the enemy.
4 ;IR OPERATIONS.

Wentern Front. 4th., Eight Hampdene on roving comrisaions
succesafully bombed and machine-gunned factories, trains, built up areas and
railway stations in North West Germany, 4th/Sth. Nething of importance by
either side.

MEDITERRANEAN ,

Libyn. 2nd. Between El Agheils and Sirts, Beaufighters destroyed
12 wehicles and damaged 30 others. 2nd/3rd. Two Wellingtons attacked Ras
El Al1. 3rd. Four Blenheims besbed Busrat E1 Hsun,

Sicily. 4th. Ten Blenheims attacled enemy aireraft om an
asrodrome south east of Trapani. Deteils not yet reperted but the aperation
is stated to have been very successful.

Malta. Enemy bombers attacked Luge merodrome on the 3rd, 20 on the
3rd/4th and two formaticns, esch of 30, on the 4th, One Vhitley was
destroyed and four Vellingtona, two Marylande and one "Thitley damaged. COne
Jurkers B2 was shot down. Wellingtons could not operate during the night
owing to damaged runways, but cperations were possible en the 4th owing to
eontimuous efforts by ground perscnnel.

FAR EAST.

Burma. 4th. PRangoon, 30 enemy fighters were engaged by American
velunteer pilots. (One enemy aireraft reported destroyed and another damaged,
Three American aircraft were shot down but the pllots are safe,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
8th January, 1942,
iy
Dear kr. President,
P o e 2 I enclose heprein coples of the

latest reports received from London on the

military eituation.
Helieve me,
Dear Mr. Preeident,

Very sincerely youre,
(For the Ambassador)

,};), b){ (ifj;hﬁ__k/{,ﬁfr {{{r

The Honourable
Franklin D Roosevelt,

President of the United States of Americs,
Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 A.M. bth January 1942,

1. HAVAL.
Yeoterday morning an Italinn force conmesisting of one battleship,

three erulsers and four destroyers was sighted off Homs (L) on an easterly
course, and a convoy of nire large merchant ships (about 10,000 teons),
aoccmpanied by destroyers, was seen sntering Tripoli Harbeur. H.M.

Submarine PROTEUS®™ reports attacking twe 8,000 ton transports yesterday

morning off the west coast of Greece and sinking one of them containing troops.
Previcusly on tha 30th December she hit a 4,000 ten transport 'lest of Cephalonia.
2.  MILITARY.

LIBYA.

Cur mobile troopa are maintaining pressure on the enemy in the
Jedabya area and are harassing his lines of communicaticn. Tetal Bardia
prisoners now 7,468,

EALAYA.

Enst. Our Forces withdrew with some difficulty from Kuantan to an
areg approximately 50 milea to the Test. A rearguard action was fought
resulting in considercble casuslties on both sides.

Foat. The enemy have landed in some force at Nuala Selangor and
have been engaged by cur patrols. They arc infiltrating up country, and the
threat to our communications eontimues, but no major developments have so far
besn reported,

BUSSTA.

The Russians are attacking in the Leningrad sector and in the area
north-east of Kharkov. Fighting contimues in the Eastern Crimea.

3. AIH OPERATIONS.

Western Front, S5th.

An R.C.A.F, Fudson scored two hits and two near misses on a 5,000
ton merchant ship off the Dutch Comst. 5th/6th. About 40 enemy aircraft
wore operating principally off the east coast. F.M. 6th., 195 aircraft were
sont out. Breat 154, Cherbourg 7. No landing reports yet received.

Uediterranean, Oresge.

drdfith., Three Wellingtens bombed the submarine base at Salanis

and three cthers dropped supplincs for British troops.




Page 2.
Libya. 3rd/ith,

Ten Wollingtons bombed snemy base at Busrat El Hsun. Ath.

Blenheims attacked Halfaya for sseven hours and other Blenheims were sent to
attack the Italisn Naval Force reported off Homs (L) but failed to locate it.

Sicldy.

During the asrodrome attack reported yesterdsy at least 30 transports
airecraft were destroyed. IMine Tellingtons renewed the attacl: on the Lth/5th
setting fire to 1i aircraft and exploding a mirel dump., One Uellington 1s
missing.

Malta.

4th. 56 pireraft attacked Takall aercdrome causing slight demaps,
On the following night this and twe otheracrodromes were attacked by 15 single
aireraft which caused some damage to buildings and slight damege to aireraft.
On the 5th, five attacks were made but no damage reported. [uring these two
days bad weather prevented Hurricanes frea cperating, but anti-aireraft .
artillery destroyed one and damaged at least two German bombers.

Ear East. Valsva,

3rd. A Blenheim bombed two merchant ships off Fuala Selanger,
leaving one of them ainking. Small craft were machine-gunned.

Singapore .

rdfith aud 4th/5th. A few aircraft came over and dropped bomks
and incendisries, ILusing an atlacl by 13 cnemy alreralt on uang aerodrom:
four of our aircralt were destroyed on the ground and three others damaged.

Burma -

Ath. Our fighters shot down three enemy aircraft and destroyed a
further four on the ground at enemy serodrome. 5Sth. Idngaladow aerodrome,
Rangoon, was bombed and two of cur aireraft were destroyed.

Eabaul,

4th. 22 pircraft dropped bombs near one aerodrome and 11 dropped
bomba near ancther. No damape %o either aercdrome, A few native casualtincs.
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Informetion received up to 7 A.M. Tth January.
1.  MILITARY.

LIAYA.

In the forward area our patrols are closing in on Jedabya. 33 tanks
and 190 mechanical tr-:nnport and armoursd cera have been reported Scuth East
of the town, Bardia priscners now total 7,982 excluding 500 not yet reached
Cage. A very large store of ammunition has been found in a tunnel under Bardias.

BALAYA.

It is reported that enemy forces have reached the Fahang River 20
miles South of Kuantan. © Morale of our troops in Perak area reported very
good., In Maran area (Pahang) considerable mumber of men previously reported
misaing have rejoined,

2. AIR CFERATIONS.

BESTERN FRONT,” Sth/6th.

Brest.

203 tons of high expleaive and over 7,000 incendiaries were dropped.
Bursts were seen in tie docks and dry docks area, along the torpodoed boat
quay and West of the towm, Large fires and explcsicns were seen. Direct
hita scored cn two ships believed anti-piroraft ships, which subsequently
caught fire,

Cherbourg.

24 tons were dropped but eloud prevented observation of results.

All aireraft returned safely but four crashed on landing, ten persons killed.

&th/Tth.

100 aireraft were sent ocut. Breat - 31, roving commission cover
North Viest Germany - 19, Stavanger serodrome - 11, lsaflets (Northern France! -
16, and shipping at Dergen = 1i. Landing reports not yet comrlete,

HEDITERRANALY.

fiznene.

4%h/5th, Sudmerire besc at Salanis agnin stiecied by thoee
Fellingtons.

Lilya.

§ibh, HKittyhaoks and Hurricancs on stauding patrol over Denghaszl
harbour destroyed cne enemy aircraft and damaged two others.



Eage 2,

§th and 6th. Bombs were dropped but no damage reported.

Sth and 6th., langaladon mercdrome was attacked. A runway waos
rendered temporarily unserviceable, the officers' mess wns destroyed ard also
one aireraft on the ground.

lialas.

5th. A military report states that our communications were heavily
bombed with 1ittle demage and that dummy aircralt were attacked on Hluang
perodroma. The serodrome remained serviceable and one ememy aircraft was shot
dom by enti-aireraft.

Sinmapore.

Casualties to 4th - 126 killed, nearly all in the firat raid on
Bth Decesber.



ERITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

S January 9, 1942,

Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of the
lateat report received from London on the
military situation, It is dated 8th January,
1942,

Balieve ma,
Dear Mr. President,
Very aincerely yours,

(For thes Ambassador)

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roossvelt,
Preaident of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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Information received up o 7,10 A.l'. Bth January 1942,
1. COBIED (PERATIONS.

Light forces raided Helle Fjord between Dergen and Trondhedis
on the night of the 6th/7th and sank a medium gised Nerchant Ship and two
trawlers off Floro and shelled a Oerman canning factory. Fighter
protection and reecnnalssance were provided by Ccastel Command. [uring
raid Thitley aireraft successfully attacked Sola merodrome Stavanger.
Little oppoaition was encountersd and cur ships suffered neither damape
nor casualties. All our alreraft returned safely.

2, NAVAL,
Kothing to report.
3. MILITARY.
Libva.

Bad weather had hindered operations. Om the morning of the
Tth our patrols reported that Jedabya was clear of the enemy. Our
troopas are following up but visibility is very poor. In the fromtier
area on the 5th/6th the Transveal Scottish sccupled a ridge of the
sscarpment two milea south of Scllum Barracks,

Malavg.

OQur forces in the Eastern Sector have withdramm lest of the
Pahang River to the area Raub-Bentong. In the Uest, owing to heavy
pressure throughout the Tth by enemy infantry supported by about thirty
tanks, cur troops have withdrarm Scuth of the Slim River, In the Kuala
Selangoer area, situation is unchanged.
4. AIR OFEBATIONS.

Hestern Front.

6th/Tth, 36 tons of high explosive were dropped st Brest
where burats werse seen near the dry decks. One of our aireraft failed
to return and another crashed but five of crew safe. A Hudson scored
two hits on a 2,500 ton Merchant wessel off the Dutch Coast, Six other
aireraft of coastal command made individual attacks on single Merchant
vessels in the Dergen area but in moat instances results wers unchssrved
owing to intense anti-aircraft and searchlight activity. Two Hudsons ars
missing and one enemy airoraft was probably dntmﬂd..



Page 2,
Tth/8th. 68 alrcraft were sent to Brest and 27 to 5t, Naszairs. The

latter attack wes made under good weather conditions and is balieved to
have been successful. All theas alroraft have returned but reports are
not yet complete concerning those sent to Brest.

MED ITERRANEAN,

Libya.

4th/5th. 7 enemy aircraft bombed Benglazi and destroyed s
omall oil dump, 5th/6th. Tobruk was imeffectively bosmbed by 17
aircraft,while at one of our landing grounds cne Blepheim was destroyed
and ancther damaged. 6th., Blenheims operating singly or in pairs
attacked AAC hit gun positions and mechanical transporta in the Halfaya
area. 6th/Tth. Three Wellingtons bombed Tripoli (L) harbour.

lalta,

6th and 7th. The serodromes at Talali and Halfar were
unserviceable, On &th/7th Naval aireraft hit two merchant vesaels
ateering Nerth off Weat Tunisia,
5. Tho Itallan battleship CAVOUR, sunk by Fleet Air Arm at
Teranto on 11th Novesber 1940, was raised early in July and placed in
dry dock at Tarantc, She has now left probably for Gonoa or Trieste
s being the only ports likely to be sufficlently equipped to undertale
the extensive repaira necessary.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

10th January, 1042,

s LN

Dear Mr, President,

I encloaes herein a copy of
the latest report recelved from London
on the military sltuatlion., It wasa
dated January 9th.

Balisve ma,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,
(Por the ambassador)

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Prealdent of the United Stetes of Amerilca,
Washington, D.C,

.&L,_Mfmﬂuﬁzbg
sy_KHE EEB _g977



DECLAEETFIFD

By Authority -"_M COPT NO. Ii
ntlizlza.

by_HP vare_FEB g1972

SETEL NOJ0.

Information received up to 7 A.M. 9th January 1942,
1, HAVAL.

Nothing of importance,
2. MILITARY .

Libva.

Th. The enesy withdrawal from Jedabya continued being
closely followed by units of the guards and othor forces. The pace iz alow
on acoount of minefields and booby-traps but by evening ocur troops had
reached the area 20 to 30 miles 5.5.V. of Jodabya, a clash betmeen one of
our columns and the enemy having ta%en place on the road 4 miles South,

8th. Our advance continued slowly on account of minefields.
Columns to the South are threatening the enemy right flank. Enemy armour
not yet definitely located.

Yalaya.

No further information.

3. AR OPERATIONS.

Hestern Front.

Tth/8th. 76 tons of H.E. and over 8,000 ineendiaries were
dropped at Brest but apart from some fires results were unobserved., L& toms
and 2,000 incendiaries were dropped at 5t, Nazaire in clear weather. Bursta
were seen across the docks, submarine pens and railway centre, followed by
large fires. 5 R.C.A.F. and 4 R.A.AJF. aircraft took part without casualties.
Bth/9th. 151 mireraft were sent to Brest and 29 to Cherbourg. A few others
were minelaying and dropping leaflets. No reports yet.

Boditerrancan, Libva,

Blenheims attacked Talfays., Hurricanes on reconnaissance
reported considerable i.T, movement between Jedabya and E1 Agheila, Their
fighter escort probably destroyed 4 enemy aireraft but 7 of them are missing,
two pdlote safe.

Yalta.

B8th. 27 enemy attacked Luga.

Burma,

An attack took place on aerodromes in the Bangkok area by
airgraft of the American Volunteer group. 7 enemy aireralt were destroyed

R



WASHINGTON, D.C.
January 12th, 1942

Dear lr. Preasident,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London on
the military situstion. It was datad
January 10th, 1942,

Bolieve me,

Dear Lr. Presldent,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)
R.J C—ptelt

President of the United States of America,

The Honourable

Franklin D, Roosevelt,

Washington, D.C.
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Inforention received up tn 7 A.M. 10th January, 1947,
1. Havel

One of H.M. Destroyers wam minded eni sunk of Sheorness on the
aftornoon of the ninth. There are About 5% wurviver. and 0 mlgsing.
Same afternoen o naval sines-eeper was dumazed by an weoustic mine, She
is able to steam and no casusltles veve reportod. MH.K. Ehips bombarded

HALFAYA Pass on the eighth.
4th, Ooe of H.N Submarines torpedoed as Ttallan 5,200 ton wcosel *

East of PALERND off which she was letar seen in tow.

Sth. 2.30 F.M. (me of H.il. Submerines attacked an enemy
battleship escorted by a crulser and five destroyers approaching TARANTO.
Four torpedces were fired at lomg renge and a very hoavy explosion indicated
& possible hit on the hettleship.

2. Military ;

Libya
Bth. COur advance from JEDAFYA continues. On the road to EL

AGHETLA the Coldstream Guards mere held up in the ovening fifteen miles
from JEDABYA and twenty miles further pouth our columns were in contact nith
enemy arsoured cars and artillery. COther columns are following the gen-
eral line of the VADI EL FAREGH forty miles South of JEDARYA but they have
been delsyed by bad going and have been attacked by dive bombers.

Malays

8th. Our forces were heavily engaged during the day. No de-
tailed reports yet avallable, British North BORNED - QESSELTON must
now be considered under ememy control.
3. Mr Operstiong

Heatern Front

Bth/9th, BREST 176 tons, CHERBOURG 16 tone. Visibility was
poor but bursts were seen in the target areas folloved by flres. Two
bombers missing.

9th. Tro Spltfires attacked a factory nesr ETAPLES nnd ghot domm
two eut of four enemy fighters which attacked thom.

/9th/10th, 83 bombers...



e
9th/10th, 83 bombers wore sent to BHEST. A fev other air-

craft were ses-mining. Heports not yet recelved.

Mediterrunean Likyn

Uater-logred werclromes in the forord area hmrf restricted our
operaticns.

Bth. A equedron of Murylands bombed m coustsl vossel and stores
dumps near HAS EL ALI. Plenheims bombed HALFAYA defences intermittently
durin: the day scorlng hits on ;un emplacemonts M.T: and dumpa. In the ]
JEDABYA area ten R.A.i.F. Kittyhawk fighters sttacked 24 bumbers escorted
by 28 fighters vhich mere dive-bosbing our troops. Ceven enomy alreraft
vers destroyed, four probubly destroyed und four damaged., Cnme Kittyhawk
is miselng., Beaufighters set fire to a 300 ton ship off BUERAT EL HS(M.

Far Eapt - Helave

Tth. Four Hudsons scored four hits and seversl nesr misses en
& 600 ton Japansse ship 260 miles Esst of XOTA BHARU and on 7th and Bth
& Cataline bombed GONG KEDAH Aerodrome (South-Enst of KOTA BHARL)

b Alreraft casunlties in ocperations over and from the Eritish
Isles, Germen 2 destroyed Britih 8th/9th, 2 missing 9th/10th, 1 missing
equals 3.

EE’ .5.".‘E+
BREST,  9th/10th, one bosber missing, one crashed on return,

crew safe. Six R.C.A.F. bombers tock part rithout casualties.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 13, 1942,
.ajl
Dear Mr, President,

I enclose herein a copy of the latest
report raeceived from London on the military

sltuation., It 1s dated January 11, 1942,

Belleve me,
Dear Mr., President,
Very sincerely yours,
(For the Ambassador)
/{7. %8 s /Lai-c:x/(
The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.C.
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Informatien received up to 7 A.K, 1lth Janua=y 1943,
1. JHAVAL.

1oth. One of H.M, Cana‘ian destroyers eavrrting a homeward
Convey war severely d-maged by we: her south of Grooiland, Reccnnaissa
of Breat showsd that tne PRINZ EUGFN had moved from iuba dry dock., A
2,600 ton Merchant Vessel bound for Colombo was sunk by gun fire from
a Submarine 60 miles south of Jave on the 4th,

2, MILITARY.

. By the afternoon of the 9th, ocur patrols had reached .
point scmo twenty miles southewost of Agheila. The enemy were still
holding positicns between Agheils and Jedabya which were seing engaged Ly
our mcbile ecolumna.

Halava. 9th. OQur forges north of Huala Lumpur were heavily
engaged and suffered severe casualties.

Hethorlands Engt Indies. General Vavell arrived with e
nucleus staff at Batavia on the 10th,

Bugsla. The Russian claims to have made further progruss in
the area Tlest of Kaluga are probably correct, The Gormans are counter-
ettacking South of Kurak,

3. AJR OPERATIONS,
Uestern Front,

Brest. 85 tons. Results were mainly uncbasrved owing to cloud
and a smoke sereen. 10th/11th, 124 aircraft were sent to [ilhelmskaven
and 30 to Esden. A few others we-e sea-mining, cperating against shipping
and patrelling over enemy serodromes, Six aireraft are missing, and tmo
crashed., At dusk 10th, R.C.A.F. Hudsons, operating off the Dutch coast,
hit amidships a 7,000 ton merchant wessel in convoy and & 2,000 ton tanker
which was left in flames. Enemy sctivity was cn a somevhat larger scals
than of late and was chiefly over the Liverpocl mrea. Of 44 aireraft
plotted overland, one was shot down by a Besufiphter of R.A.A.F.

Mediterrgnegn,

Libys. Bth/9th and 9th. Successful bombing attacks were made
on M.T. near Agheila and several direct hits and near misses wers
obtained on 75 M.T. moving westwards near Maras Brega. Halfaya defences
mers alsc bombed. Enemy aireraft attacked Tobruk and Gambut by night
without causing damage.

lialts. 9th/10th. 18 enemy aireraft dropped bombs on the Islan
Burma, 9th. Seven fighters of the American Velunteer Croun
and gix Buffaloss attacked two enemy aerodromes im Siam, Throe

Japanese aircraft wore destroyed on the pround and four others damaged ,
10th. Two more enemy airoraft we-e deatroyed at lMescd Aerodrone,

Malays. Sth. Te demolished Nuala Lumpur serodrome, Our
bembers attacked the railway, warshouses and shipping at Singora and
suceessfully hombed the serodromes at Ipch and Sungei Patani. Large
fires were started at all these objectives. Two of our aircraft are
misaing, On the 10th our fighters destroyed an enamy bomber,
aircraft attacked the mail train to Singapore on the 10th and caused a
few casualties,

.



WASHINGTON, D.C,

P January 13th, 1942

Dear Mr. President,

I encloss hareln a copy
of the lateat report receaived from London
on the military situation, It was dated

January 12th, 1942,

Bellave me;
Dear Mp, Prssldent,
Very slncerely yours,

{ For the Ambassador )

| X Il it

The Honourabls
Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
Presldent of the United States of America,

Weshinzton, D.C.
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CPTEL NO, 13,
Information received up to 7 A.M. 12th Jarmary 1942,

1. HAVAL.

‘ A 9,000 ton British Merchant vessel, independently routed from
Cansda to the United Kingdom, was torpedced 170 miles south of Halifax on 1lth,
One Norwegian and three British ships, totalling mnearly 30,000 tons, in an
outward convey te Canads, have been damaped in heavy weather.

2.  MILITARY.

Libya.

10th, The enemy withdrew from his positions 12 miles scuthweat
of Jedabya and comtinued his retreat towardas Agheila, A small secend line
transport unit, moving up to & forward ares, ran into a minefield and was then
surrounded by enemy ermoured cars., Seven wohiclea lost. By morning 1lth,
further areas scuthwest of Jedabya were reported clear of the enemy and our
mobiles columns were keeping contact.

Malave.

Our forces were engaged in fierce fighting with the ememy in Testern
Malays on the 10th and have withdrawm further south.

Hetherlapds Ssst Indiea.

A Batavla communique announces that the Jepanese have attacked
Tarakan Island (Dutch Bormeo) and the !inahassa District in North Celasbea,
No details received.

Bussls.

(1) Russian air staff who were extremely confidemt stated on 9th

January that

{a) Rusalans hoped to close pincers behind Horw.is': in next few
days and that Germans withdrawing from *his sector i:» ~oing heavily
bombed .

(b) It was believed Germans would NOT stand o Twolenzk lins but
would ~omtinue withdrawel to pre-far Polish-Russiwr Iroarier,

{¢c) It was regretted that Cerman withirawal prevesced Husalan
offensive from achieving full affect.
(2) Ploture as seon by British M.A. is

(a) Finland and Leningrad secter, Il fresh informatioen.



-2 =
(b) Central seotor, Virtually no change except for minor
Russian advance in area west of Haluga.

{e) Ukraine., In Oboyan area Russian attacks have been
followed by German counter-attacks., FRussian offensive in Kharkow
ssctor still appears probable.

{d) Crimea. Germans are making great afforts aganinst Russian
forees in Feodosia area., Additional Bussian landings have been
made west of Feodosia and north of Sevastopel. Little ia lmown of
their progress except that landing st Eupatoria has been repulsed.
Ko change in situation at Sevastovel.

() Conelusion. In central sector Russian advance has been
on nothing approaching same scale as in previocus weeke. Although
Russian Staff are very confident (vide para. 1) too early to
estimate whether slowing dom is due to

(1) Increased German resistance.

{14) Inability of Russisns to maintain effective pressure.

{441) Voluntary pause by Russians to permit regrouping
necessary to mount further offensive. Any withdrawal to Folish
frontier seems highly unlikely.

3. AIR OPERATIONS.

Hestern Front.

10th/11th, [ilhelmshaven. 105 tons, including 4,000 pounders
and over 5,000 incendiaries dropped. Variable could hindered cbservaticn
but the railway station is believed to have been hit, and many large and
srall fires were seen in the towm and docks area. Emdep. 31 tons and
over 2,000 incendiaries, some large fires reported. Eleven R.C AF.
and 12 R.4,A.F. alroraft tock part. One Australian among those missing.

11th. One German bomber was destroyed and another damaged off
our goast. One Spitfire is missing. A Liberater attacked a ship with
depth charges and damaged two Heinkel ssaplanes.

11th/12th. 26 bombers were sent to Brest, All returned.
No reports yet. 39 enemy aircraft were plotted, 35 of them in the
Thames Estuary.

Mediterranean. Lihva.

gth/10th. Three Tellingtons started large fires among dumps
at Buerat E1 Hsun, Single Wellingtons bombed dumps at Sirte and

attacked Tripoli Harbour.
10th, Severe sandstorms considerably restricted operations.



balaye.
No operations other than reconnalssance owing to weather.
L. Dover.

11th/12th, Dover was shelled in the evening, 19 cut of 20
foll in the sea.
- The Cermans contimue to purchass Spanish trawlers and small
coasting steamers for service on the Afriecan supply routes. They are
first sent to Pirasus via Oenca and Naples, reliable crewa being
unobtainable in Naplea, efforts are being made to recruit Spanish
erews to work the ships beyend that port.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

—— Jaruary l4th, 1942

Dear Mr. Preasldent,

I encloae herein coples of

I

the latest reports recelved from London
on the military situaticn., Thay ware

dated Jaruary B8th, 12th and 13th, 15842,

Balleve me,
Dear lMr. President,

Very sincarely yours,

./d;ﬁtfqif;_vL

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the Unlted States of Americe,

Washington, D.C.
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QFIEL Jics 16
Following is supplementary resume of operational events covering

period first to eighth January,

1. JAVAL
The enemy mucceeded in pushing through & convey of nine ships

inte TRIPOLI largely under sover of bad weather and heavy esccrt, Two Duteh sub=-
parines are overdus at SIWGAPCRE and SOURABAYA respectively, There was 1little
activity by enemy submarines though it appears that soveral are moving westwnrd
in the Atlantioe and others are patrolling in the AZCRES ares, Shipping losses
were light tut enemy minelaying persists off the Zast Coast, Merchant ehipping
losses during December reported to date were 262,847 tons which include 143,160
tons sunk in the Pacific Trede, During the wesk ending 7/1 B86 ships were con-
voyed, Imports into the UK, by ships in convey during the week ending 3/1 were
648,000 tons which included 2'?1,1.'!00 tons oil imports, Some mines are reported to
have been swept off SOURAHAYA,

2 BILILARX
LIOL4. BARDIA was captursd by a force goneisting mainly of South

Africans, The higher direction of the operation being in the hands of Majer
Gensral Willoughby=Norrie, In western CYREIAICA pressure was kept up against the
enemy by the comparatively small force which could be maintained in the forward
area, The enemy however succeeded in countering cur attempt to envelop his
southern flank, Strenuous efforts are being made to tuild up a supply crganisa=
tion capable of maintaining a strong force, As sgon as the port of BEIGHAZL can
be fully used cur sdeinistrative situation in the foremost areas should be greatly
relleved,

MALa¥L, The Japansse are pushing thedr offansive stremucusly on
all fronts though not without considerable losses, HRednforcements of one Indlan
Infantry Brigade have so far arrived at SINDAP(RE, The Trans=Pacific Air reinfor::
pent route via HATAIT-CANTCN ISLAND-FIJI-IEN CALEDONIA-AUSTRALIA was opsned on 268/

12,

3 AR OEEAIIOE
\[E3IE1 [RONT. ERFST was bombed on five nighta without any known

definite remits being obtained egainat the Cermun warships, 4 tete! of 51i tons
of HB, and 24,00C incendiaries were dropped by bomber command, Thres hembers
were lost during the weel, It 1s estimated that 15,000 tens of enemy shipping were

damaged by cur aireraft,




O

JEDITERRANEAl. Our American Kittyhawk fighters made s success-
ful debut, Hlenheims co-cperated in the capture of BARDIA and were emplcyed
later in bombarding the HALFAYA defences, Enemy alroraft showed inoreased acti-

vity against our sea bases in CYRENAICA,
MALTA. Hoavy dey and night attacks on our merodromes continued,

Our fighters were often unable to operate owing to bad meather,

SICILY. The attack on CASTEL VETRAND aercdrome vwhere 75 closely
packed trenspert alroraft had been photograpbed wes most sucossaful,

EISSIA. Heavy enowfalln in South RUSSIA have probably ndded te
the operational d1fficulties of the German Air Force which has been una'ile to
exert its mocimm effort. It is reported that Russinn aercplanss sre extensively
fitted with akis but thdre is no evidence to show that CGerman aireraft are so

equipped,
BALAYA. The Jupanese have alresdy brought five nerth lalayan

aorodramas into use,




Copyr Moy s

LIBYA-SOLLIM surrendered 0900 12th January,
N details yet recedved,
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QFIEL Noo 13

Information received up to 7 a,m,, 13 Jamuary, 1942,
1. NAVAL
A small British merchant vessel mas sunk by mine off HARVICH

yesterday while in convoy, A Dutch 7,000 ton vessel was torpedced and gunk near
JAVA on 2rd, Two British ships one of small and the cther of medium tonnage were
surk by bemba off MALAYA on 11th and at MANIIA on 29th December respsctively,

2o UILIZARY
LIBXA. Our forvard troops in the Frontler area afe in contact

with an enemy position about 35 miles East of AGHEILA,

BALAYA, 11th, The withdrawal of our forces to an area 30 milea
South=Scuth East of KUALL LINPUR continued, Those on the right were unmolested
and those on the left were followed up cn the ground and subjected to contimicus
alr attacks in the NEGRT SEIBIIAN Area, Enemy air raide have continued and in=
elude leafloet raids aimed at causing disaffeotion smongst Indian troops,

EEMA. 11th, Our forces sncountersd a mixed Japanese-Siamese
patrol about 100 streng on the frontier east of TAVOY,

BUSSIA. South Test of MOSCOW the Russians have made further pro-
gress and may even have reached the VYASMA-BRYAISK rallway, Oerman counter at-
tacks in the ares Scuth of KURSK have made slight progress,

3, AR OFERATIOG

UESTERN FROMT. 11th/12th, BREST 42 tons, The smcke soreen made
obeservation difficult, Some bomba fell in the target area and in the tewm, other-
wise results uncbserved, 12th and 12th/13th, lNothing to report,

LEDTEREA AN,

LIETA, 11th, Bad weather restricted operations, Blenheims suc
eesafully attacked about 250 mechanical transports lest of AGHEIIA and started
a large oil fire, HALFAYA defences were bombed at intervals 10th and 1lth,
11th/12th, Wellingtons bembed shippdng in TRIPOLI (L) Harbowr and probably hit
a merchant vessel., On the 11th enemy dive bombers escorted by Clghters attacked
our troops ness MARSA BREGA,

EAR_EAST.

ElEMA, Three ensmy airoraft attacked NOULLEIN but caused no ser=
vioce damage, TAVOT and MINGALADON asrodromes were also bombed, S1ight danage

wna caused,



e T

BALAYA. 11th, Enemy aircraft bombed SERELEAN but the main com-
munications are etill open,

' SIAl. There are indications of Japanese preparations for opera-
ticns in MESOD area,

By JETEERIANDS EAST IIDIES. Japenese landings at TARAKAN and MINA-
HASSA are confirmed,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

e aae s o January 15th, 1942,

Dear Wr. President,

I enclose herein & copy of the.
lateet report received from London on the
military situation. It was dated January
14th, 1942,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

We Ehiﬂgtﬂﬂ, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, Lith January, 1942,
1, JAVAL

One of HM, submarines set on fire and sank a 2,000 ton merchant
vesael in ballast in the Enstern Mediterransan on January 2nd, Australien Hodsen
alreraft attacked a Jepanese crufser asd transport off the CELEEES Islanda and
elaimed two probable and two possible hits, One medium aized ehip of an outward
bound eonvey was sunk in the "estern Approaches. In East Coast convoys, one medium
siged ship was sunk and one medium sized ship domaged by enemy aireraft,

2o  MILLTARL
LIEEXA. By the evening of the 12th, contsct had been made with the

sremy in the neighbourhood of EL EREGA, Further Scuth cur forcea have come agoinst
prepared enemy infantry and gun positions roughly along the track frem BUES SUERA
BEIOLETEAT - MAATEN GIOFER, There is much movement of enemy M,T, 'sat of BURRUEA
with which our srmoured cars are already in touch, The mumber of priscners sap=
tored at SOLUM is given as 7 Officers, 315 Other Ranks of whem approximately

half are German,

MALAYA., It now appears that the Japaness have not followed up ouwr
withdrawal beyord KUALL LOMPUR, 9 Japanese dressed as lalsys wers captured in
Scuth East JOHORE, The OCommander A,I.F, has assumed command of e force to be know
as Test Feroe ccoprising one Australian Infentry Brigade Group end one Indian In-
fantry Brigade Group, An important convey reached SINGAFCRE on the 13th,

BORNEQ. There has been an engagement betwoen Indian troops and
Jjapaness foroes near the SARATAX-DUTCH BORMEO border. Mo details yet available,

At TARAEAN the Dutch forces have surrendered after heavy fighting, the oil denia
schome having been completed,

EUSSIA., There is nov some confirmation that the Russians have tak.
LYUDINOVO cn the VIASMA-ERYANSK railway, OGerman counter ettacks in the area Scutu

of KURSE is continuing,

3. AIR OPERATIOE
\EDIIERRAIEAN. LIBXA. Mieght 11/12, TRIPOLI, HOMS and militery

targets near SIRTE were attacked by @ Vellingtons end a Liberater, Enemy aireraft

damaged an Ordnanoe Depot at TOBRIE,
12th, HAILFATA was bembed at intervals throughout the day.

Wight 12/13th, TRIPOLI was bombed by 5 Tellingtons,

- R — L — ] ak F UL
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During night 12/13th and the following day 6 enemy aireraft bombed
BENGHAZI and laid mines in the harbour,

LALTA. 13th, 38 bombers and fighters attacked HALFAR area dog=
troying 1 Horrioans and osusing se=e elvilian dasialties, Two ME 109%s were des-
troyed.

EAR EAST. 12th, 120 enemy alroraft made 3 attackes on SINGAFORE,
6 anemy fighters were destroyed and 4 more probably destroyed, Our losses were &
alroraft and 2 pllots,

4o JRME SECURIIY
During daylight a single sircrai’ bombed Dorman Long's Iron Terks,

Redoar, OCasualties reported 10 killed and & slngle aireraft bombed LOVESTOFT with
soms damage to private property and 35 pecple killed,

Sa Japanese transports have been located in CAMRANH BAY and in MARSHALL
ISLANDS,
6, Reported that the deily movement of about 1,800 tons of motor spirit

and dissel oil from GERMANY to ITALY which started on 12th December was still con=

tinuing on Jameary 3rd,

T Bzhmuinmmmhhmnmlmkingnekﬂn-mgh&mthu
large textils industry in ITALY, This reduntion is the result of inoressing
shortage of raw materials,

8, LALAYA. Tt is understocd that owing to damage at TAMPIN considez--
sble amount of rolling stock has been lumcbilized to the N:rth of this place, but
1t GRS which iz now railhead there is sufficient stock t: work the line from
SINGAFCRE to GEMAS to full capscity, The programme for tha destruction of dredge::
ind rubber stocks at SELANGCR was suocesafully completed in the main,
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Dear ir, President,

I enclose herein a copy of
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London on the military situstion. It

is dated January 15th,
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)

g (A&M/M

President of the United States of America,

Honoureble

Franklin D. Roceevelt,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 mem,, 15th Jemumry, 1541,
1. VAL

A medium sized British merchant ship, independently routed, was
torpedoed near CAPE RACE,

2. MILITARL
LIEZA. In formard area bulk of the enemy are reported cn the de-

fensive on the general line MERSA EL EREGA-VAATEN BEICLEIBAT (20 miles South
South West of MERSA EL SREGA) = MAAYEN GIOFER thence 13 miles alongside track
leading Scuth o MARADA, Our ferward troope are maintaining their pressure,
(corrupt group) HAIFAYA from North Test and South East,

BALAYA, On 13th our withdramal continued according to plan,
Reilway TAMPIN-OEMA® wus out in 3 places by bombing on 12th, Japanese claims to
capture of Major General Cordon-Bennett are unfounded,

RUSSIA« The Rusaiane have widened area of thelr advance South

West towards BRYANSK, In CRIMBA the Russians are contimuing to disembark trecps

at FECDOSIA,

3. AL QFERATIOIE
IESTERN _FROMI. 1ith, 4 large barges near DUNKIRK were hit and

casualties caused to personnel of gun emplacements,

14th/15¢h, Alreraft were engaged in attacks on: HAMBOURG (727),
SMDEN 18, Aerodromes in HOLLAND 17, ROTTERDAM 11 and sea mining 15, 5 of our
bombere misoing,

Enerny sotivity mainly confined to sea mining in Testern approaches
and Thames Estusry

EDisasiiiAY. LIBZA. 12th/13th, Tellingtoms successfully
bombed mechanical iransport near EL AGHEILA,

13th/14th, TRIPOLI was bombed,

1ith, Blenheims reported possible hita on 5,000 ten merchant
vessel (749) miles East KERKENAH ISLANDS, From foregoing cperations 5 of our adr-
oraft are missing,

MALTA. 13th/lLith, 22 enemy aircraft carried out 7 attscks over
a period of 12 hours causing slight damage to civilian property,

1Lith, 51 airoraft made 6 attacks with result that TAEALT and
HALFAR aerodromes were rendered temporarily unservicosbls,

Ot W
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EAR EAST.

BURMA, 13th, Our aireraft damaged 2 enemy aireraft on
PRACHUAR KIRKIHUN merodrome (SIAM 150 miles South of BANGKCK) and destroyed
a locomotive,

BALAXA. 12th/13th, 3 Catalinas (one of which is misaing)
bombed SING(RA,

13th, 50 bembers escorted by 20 fighters attacked SINGAPORE
pausing slight damage to R.A.F. and eivilian preperty, 20 Buffaloes (of which
3 aireraft and 2 pllots are missing) intercepted them with result 1 enemy
bomber probably destroyed and ancther damaged,

[ — T
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Dear Mr.

Fresident,

I enclose herein copies of

the latest reports received from London

on the military situation. They were

dated Jenuary 16th and 17th, 1942,

Believe me,

Dear MNr. President,

Very eincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)
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The Honourahble

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Informaticn recelved up to 7 a.m,, 16th Jamuary, 1942,
1. NAVAL
A British destroyer was in collision with U,5, destroyer on 15th
south=weat of ICELAND and is returning to harbour, Another British destraoyer
and corvette have been reported damaged in gale in Twstern Atlantis,
The Sovist lcebresker STALIN has beon damaged by sircraft atteck
at entrance 4o WHITE SEA,
A small British merchant ship was bombed in TEES yesterdey and
is reported a total loss,

2, MILITARY
LIEXA. l4th, Our mobdle columns were in contact with enemy on

AGHEIIA position, In HALFAYA area enemy artillery and patrols were sotive: our
counter battery fire were effectlve and mmmurdtion dump was set on fire,

BALAZA., The third Corpe (9th and 1lth Indian Division) has com=
pleted its withdrawal to KLUANG area, A patrol of about 30 Japanese has besn
gighted in ROMPIN River distriot about 40 milea north of MERSING,

ECREEQ. It is reported destruction of entire oll fields, stook
and plant at TARAKAN was completed successfully befere any landing tock place,

RUSSIA. At several pointa scuth of LENIIGRAD - MOSCOW reilway the
Bussians have crossed the river VOLEHOV, West of RZHEF the Russians are advancing
extensively, Between MOZHATSE and KALUGA the Russians have made a further advanoce

woatward,

3. AR CEERATIOG

UESTERN FEONT 1ASh/15th.

HAMBURG. 73 tons of H,E, and 2,500 incendiaries, Bursts were
geen in shipyard and alr frame fastery, Large fires were started,

EMDEN, 22 tons, Results were less clearly seen, 6 R.AAF,
bombers tock part without oasualtlea,

15th/16th, HAMBURG 96, EMDEN 50, Total despatohed 138, 7
missing, 7 crashed, 8 members crews killed, 1 aircraft in sea,

15 snemy aireraft were operating in northesast coastal area,
(me Dornler bomber was destroyed by balleon oable at BILLINGHAM,

MEDITESRANEAN. LIEXA.
13th/lith, Thres Wellingtons bombed M,T, west of AGHEILA with

ot st
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14ith, Hlenheims contimued their attack on HALFAYA, Fighters
destroyed two enemy alroraft and damaged one losing 6 Hurrisanss; 4 pllota
probably safe,

BALTA. 14th and 15th, Total of 24 enemy airoraft came over but
no sericus damage is reported,

LAR EAST.

LALAYA, Lith, 9 enemy aireraft attacked BATU PAHAT and merc=-
drome which remainsd serviceable despite slight damage,

mmumrdtmdnwndmﬁtmdmﬂwn.h 1z
lwmmwmwﬂ;hhnﬂnmﬂmmdwmmﬁmbmh.
Dur fighters damaged one of them, Enemy aireraft attacked SEGAIAT, dazaged
tufldings ard causing scme service casunlties,

SUDAPCRE. Oivilian air reid casualties 13th repc: led J1 killed,

;f’wmm Bembing cocurred through thick low clouds,.
SF
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Informaticn received up to 7 a,m,, 17th Jamary, 1942,
o A
16th, A 12,000 ton liner in cutward=bound troop comvoy was tore
pedoed about 600 miles weat of BORIEATX and subssquently bombed by Focks Tulf
aireraft, Her steering gear was disabled but she is proceeding at redusced
speed, A navel trawler was bombed and munk off TARMOUTH, and & small naval
emnclliary vessel sank off south=wost SCOTLAND after oolliding with one of H.M,
sutmarines, which was undamaged,
Ioetreaker STALIN reported not serlously damaged,
16th, A British 2,600 ton tanker, bound for HALIFAX, was ter-
pedoed off 5T. JOHN'S, MEWFOUMDLAND, but is still afloat,

%o MILIDARX
LIEXE. A Frea French Foroe has jolned our troops in the HALFAYA

LALAZA EASI. An enemy patrol was encountered on the 15th north
of tho river ENDAT,

KL, Early on the 15th, an advanced Australian battalicn ame
tushed an enemy ¢cclumn, Iincluding some t.u:ukn, west of GEMAS, destroying six
tanks and inflicting heavy camualties with small losses, Later, the enemy ate
tacked in forcs and heavy fighting tock place, our troops being subjected to
oonstant divesbembdng throughout the day,

Enamy strength reported one brigade with medium and light tanks,
Our forward elements have now been withdramm east of EIHL'IE.

BORNEQ. The Japanese have attacked some of our Indian trocps at
SILOES in DUTCH BORMNEQ near the SARAWAK frontier,

BUESIA. In the central seoctor, the Ruesians are maintaining
their pressure, In the CRIMEA, the Germans (7are) attacking FEODOSIA,

3. AL CEERATION

IESIERN ZHONI. 15th/16th, HAMBURQ. Thirty tons high explosive
and nearly 23,000 incendisries,

BEEL. 51 tons high explosive and 4,400 incendiardes, Large
fires were left burning at both ports, Fourteen R,C.A.F,, six R.A.AF, and two
RyYZ,A,F, aireraft took part, Ons Canadian Hsspden crashed,

16th and 16th/17th, Mo offensive operations by us and no aotivity

by enemy reported,



LRUTSRAIEAL.

LIBZA. 15th, Blenheims bembed HALFAYA at intervels, Oun ea-
placements and mechanical transport were hit,

15th/16th, A paval aireraft dbtained two probable hits on a
vessel off the KEREENHAH ISLANDS,

LALTA. 16th, lne enemy miroraft bombed the Island, slightly
damaging a wharf in the Grand Harbour,

EAR 20T

BURLA. 15th, Our fighters attacked an mercdrome scuth of
BAMGEOK and severely damaged seven enemy alrcraft, They also attacked an
armoursed train,

BALAYA, 15th, Our bombers attacked PORT SUETTENHAM, causing
unuﬂwthhdwhuﬂmm,mmmmuumhhiﬂgmmnﬂ
tha river mouth thirty miles northewest of MALACCA,

SIGAPCRE. Fifty enemy bombers ssoorted by fighters, caused
slight damage to the naval basas, One enemy aircraft was shot down and ancther
probably destroyed by our fighters, cme of which ia miseing, ENDAT and MUAR
were also heavily bombed,



BRITIEH EMBASSY,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was
dated January l&th, 1942.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambascsador)
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The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, 18th January, 1942,
1, YA

H.M, anti=aireraft oruiser CARLISIE shot dom one Junkers 88
of f CYREMAICA, A small Dutch vessel was sunk by nine off SIIDAPCRE on the l6th,

2, WILITARY
LIEfA. The garrison of HALFAYA mrrrendered unconditionally at

9 a,m, on the 17th, About 5,500 priscners veory weak from lack of food and wmter
wera taken together with guns and steres which had not been destroyed, 76 of
our troops were rescusd, In the forward area sandstorms and rain interfered
with operations but extensive clsaring of enesmy land mines contimues,

BALAYA. East, A Jopenese landing suwmperted by navel aircraft
and dive bombers tock place at ZIDAU early on 16th, West, In the IMUAR area the
Japansse orossed the KUAR River nnd durlag the 16th reached a point ten milea
to the South, A small snemy landing s=lso took nlace on the 16th near BATU PAHAT,

BRMA. 15th/16th, Contact wns nade with a Japanese force of
about 100 at MYITTA ten miles into BURMA near TAVOY,

BAGOON. A reinforcement arrived safely on the 16th mch native
lobour has left the olty,

BEESI4s The Cermans are contlmuing their attack in the area
south=south-past of KURSE and heve mede some progress in their attack on FEO=
DOSIA in the CRIMEA,

3o AMLCFERATIQIS
Vegtern Frogte 17th, Three Beauforts attacked ST, FETER PORL

CUERMBEY and hit sheds on the jetty, sllenced an anti-aireraft gun and machine-
gunned troops,

17th/18th, Total hombers sent owt 119, BREMEN 83, DDIN 24, &
few othars sea=mining, Tvo are missing and two came dewn in the sea, About 22
enamy airaraft were operating against shipping off the East coast and were sea-
mining in the Testern Approaches, One Dernier was damaged by o Havoo,

\EDIGRRAEAN. 15th/16th, Six Tellingtons bombed mechanical
transpoet in the AGHSIIA-CIRTE area,

LALTA. Small attacks between lbth and 17th inclusive caused
only slight demage, two mercdromes are still unservicesbls,



EAR_EAST
MALAYA. 16th, Three succossful attacks were made against

onemy mechanieal transport tanks and rolling stock in the GEUAS area, Hits
wore sgored on tanks and mechanical transport and fires vere caussd at tha
station and mesembly yard, OFf MR barges were bombed and heavy casualties
ceused among enemy troopa,

SIMAPORE. Two attacks by a total of 21 enemy bombars tock
plage btut no damage has been reported, Ome bomber was shot dowm and one
Buffale was lost,

JETHRLANDS FAST DIDIES, SUMATRA. A United States I'ilitary
roport states that the Japanesse attacked LAHAT aerodrome early on the 15th
with 26 bombers escorted by mbout 12 naval Pighters, Asrodrome temporarily
unserviceable, Two Catalins, two Buffnlo and ome Hudscn alreraft and potrel

dumpe destroyed,

Ly There are indipations that the Japanese are preparing to
use alreborne troops in or from MALAYA,



BRITIEN EMBASEY,
WASHINOTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr. Presldent,

1 anclose héerein a copy of
the latest report received from lLon-
don on the military asltuation, It
is dated January 19th.

Relleve ma,
Dear kr. Praslident,

Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambassador)
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Fhe Honourable
Franklin D. Reosevelt,
President of the United States

Vashington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 19th January, 1942,
1, VAL

One of HM, destroyers escorting a convey was terpedoed and sunk
during the night 17th/18th off the North MURIAMEK Coast, Six motor torpeds boats
and motor punboats engaged two enemy travlers off CALALS on 17¢h/18th, One motor
torpedo boat is presumed lost and another suffered damage and casualtien, A HY
deatroyer escorting n comstal convey shot down a Dornier Bomber at dusk on the
18th, One paval trawler sank at GIERALTAR yesterday and two others more damoged
following an explosicn, A naval Corvette intercepted an £,000 ton Italian ves-
sel yesterday 230 miles mouthwest of LAGOS and is esccrting her into port, A
medium sized Hritish vessel in convey frem the UK, was torpedoed late on the
17th of f the MURMAMSE Coast and taken in tew,

2, ILITARX
LIEXA. There is 1ittle further news from the AGIEILA Area but

our forward columna are in touch with enemy defensive pesitions betveen [HMARSA
EAEGA and IMARADA,

HALAXA. 18th, Now reported that no enemy landing tcck place in
the ENDAU Ares where there is still an Australian infantry detaciment, There has
bean mueh patrol astivity North of the river ENDAU acoompanisd by heavy Jopanese
dive bombing attacks, In the GEMAS area our patrols were active throughout the
17th and in the afterncon, after artillery preparation an enemy attack developed
in some strength, This 1s sti1l in progress, In the river MUAR area our sltus.

lon improved during the 17th,

BORMEQ. A strong Japenese attack has been made on the Britisl

stachment in Duteh BORMEO southwest of KUCHING, Our forces are withdrawing,
The Japanese are suspected to be approaching (7SA'DAKAN),

BUEllh. A Japanese force, in centact with our troops, is reportec

to have penetrated beyond MYITTA towards TAVOE,

o AR OFESATIONG

Westarn Front, 17th/18th, BRIEN, 63 tons and 2,500 incendiari
KMDEN, 27 tons and nearly 2,000 incendiaries, Visibility was poor ut burata
were seon in both porte and fires were started, 13 R.C.A.F, and tmo ReitehoFe

bombers tock part, 18th and 18th/19th, Nothing of interest,



LEDITERRATEA Y,

HALTA: Durdng 17th/18th and 18th & total of 25 aireraft ate
tacked causing only slight damage, 17th/18th, Four naval Swordfish attascked
an 8,000 ten tanker and two destroyers off LANFEDUSA, The tarker and one des-
troyer were hit by torpedo,

EAR_EAST.
LALATA., On the 17th and 18th ouwr bombers succesafully attacked

laanohes, sampans and barges in the WUARSIATACCA area, also bombed the railwa:
centre at GEMAS, One enemy aireraft was shot down and one Blenheim leat,

SIIGAPORE. During same pericd the Islend was attacked three
times by a total of 249 miroraft, Four oil cisterns at’ the Naval Bese were
set on fire and the dockyard was slightly damaged, At one oerodrome a hangar
wns demolished and at another tulldings wers burnt, Five of owr alreraft wore
destroyed, eight probably destroyed and five damaged, "o lost four Buffalo
Fightera but two pllots are safe,

by Thers are indications that a third Squadron of Japanese heavy
bombers has moved to dhe CAROLINE, MARSHALL and adjscent Islands in which

thare are many bases,
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Dear ir. Prealident,
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tha Ambaasador)
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Franklin D. Roosevelt §

Frealdent of the

we gt mk e
ahi neton
Was rton,




DECLASRIFIED Copy Mo, 2/

E‘«‘ Authority r'ﬁ,:sé 3&

- FEB__o 1972 feTTmTY

SEIEL Jig, 23

Information recedved up to 7 a,m,, 20th January, 1942,
1. BAVAL

The troopship torpedoed in BAY OF DISCAY referred to in my
OPTEL Mo, 20 has now errived at the AZORES, Tweo of H.M, destroyers were in
oollision while leaving ALEXANDRIA during a gale on the 16/17th, One of them
will be out of action for about four weeks, A Nerveglan 6,500 ton vessel,
after breaking off, with engine and steering defecta, from s MALTA convey,
wan bombed and sunk off TOHAUK while returning to ALEXA!DRIA sscorted by an
antl-aireraft orulser and 2 destroyers which took off about 350 survivers,
A small Belglan ship in an outward convoy has besn torpedoed 400 miles East
of CAFE RACE, A small British ship in a coastal convey hss been sunk in col=
lisdon off the Bast coast, More than 25,000 tons of shipping are reported
aground off the Test coast of SCOTLAND as the result of the recent gale,

20 MILITARX
LIEGl. The enemy are contimuing werk on their defences Eanst

of AGHETIA, On the 1Bth, a total of 257 Italians were ocaptured by an Indian
Brigede and the Polish Brigade in the BARCE and CYRENE aress respectively,

MALAXA. 18th, Right, Our detschments withdrew from ENDAU
to a lecality halfway between this town and MERSING,

Contre, lo change in GEMAS area,

Left, Fighting continued throughout the day in the MIAR
ares, One Australian Battalicn destroyed 8 enemy 1ight tanks, Me hold
BAKRI, & miles south east of MUAR, where situstion repcrted in hand, Ho
change at BATD PAHAT and no onemy looated south of this point,

BIEM. Owing to a Japanese advance in supsricor mmbers our
foroces bhave withdrawn from TAVOY to more favourabls positions,

BIESI8. The Russian attacks weet and north west of ICSCOW
have made some progresa, They are alsc attasking scuth of KURSK and south
onst of KHARKOV, In the CRIMEA, the German counter attack in the FEDOSIA
area has gained some ground,

3. AL OFERATIONS
IESIEAM FRQWT. 19th, Our fighters destroyed a Germen bomber
off the YORKSHIRE Cosat.



MEDITERRAIEAN.

LIETA. Bad weather again curtailed cperaticns, O(me Beaufighter
1s missing,

MALZA. 19th, 72 aireraft attacked a convoy and serodromes, No
ehips were hit but some demage and casualties were caused at cne asrodrome, One
enemy airoraft was probably destroyed and three were seriously damaged,

BICILY, 18th/19th, Wellingtons drepped 10 tons of bombs on
CATANIA serodrome and started at least 7 large fires,

19th, COWTS0 perodrome was attacked by L Hurricans bombers
which set on fire some eneuy airoraft,

AR EAGT.

SLGAPORE. Ooverncr reports cne hundred and twenty thwree killed
in raid of 17th, Passive defence working tusily, no sign of panie in the streets
and businesa as usaal in vieinity of bombed areas,

DBNA. 18th, Our Hlenheims reported TAVOY merodrome evacuated
and on fire, It 1s thought that the R.A.F. personnel may have withdramm in
their omn transport, The Blanhelms were engaged by several enamy alreraft but
returned safely, Ensmy flghtars are belisved now to be operating from TAVMY
asrodrone,

EACIFIC ISLANDS., On the 16th, and 17th, the R.A.A.F, bombed
various Japaneps bases in the CAROLINE ISLANDS,

15th, Eneny airoraft attacked two ssrodromes near RABAUL,
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Fellowing is supplementary resume of operational eventa covering
the pericd Bth to 15th January, 1942,

1. VAL

Exoepticnally heavy goles were experienced in the Herth Atlantle,
Both the SCHARNHORST and GEEISENAU may have been demaged in recent raids on EREST,
The first eonvey to BEMGHAZI began unleading on 9th, Other western desert convoys
are proceeding normally, DERMA 18 in use as & supply pert, A destroyer torpedosd
on 12th was suocesefully towed into ALENANDRIA,

SUBMARINES. The mestward mevement of Uboats morass the Atlantie
has contimued, There are now concentrations south of NETFOUNDLAND and off MNEW
EIDLAND ccast, A few also are operating in the western approaches to the STRAITS
OF GIERALTAR, There is no indication of any in the Scuth /tlantis, Shipping
losses were moderate, £ ships are kmomm to have been surk during the peried, five
of them by sutmarines, two by ailrcraft and one by mine,

. TRADE. Ships conveyed = 825, Imperta during week ending 10th,
$82,000 tons, including 313;900 oil imperts, Of 32 ensmy Merchant Vessels (17
Ttalian and 15 German) which tried to run the British bleckade during 1941, 14
totalling 83,700 tens were lntercepted, 10 of them belng souttled or sunk and
four captured, Of four German ships which erossed the Atlantic from east to west
to Scuth American perts, only one succeeded in roturnings

2, MILITARL
LIEIA. The Axis foroes withdrew from JEDAEYA in good time before

becoming committed with our main body, and are now established in a strong posi-
ticn immodiately scuth and east of AGHEILA with their armcur protecting thelr
right flank, Whlrlbounjuinﬂbythltﬂiﬂbiﬂﬂm formerly in reserve in
the TRIFOLI area, They probably have now a falr reserve of supplies, especially
uﬂ,mhtbrlwnrluﬂ.dhﬂmlllhipuntpﬂlnullﬂbathnuuut,l.nd
whﬂhmrlmﬂﬁmmmmt, their ailr close support is
mhnhwwthn;fﬂi#tm:ﬂthhdimmshan:wm“
pasualtien, mwntuummnmmumnm poaition se etrong
fmﬂmmmmm,uwm,umm;rmmm,-
mt-llﬂnhi;hlollnﬂrltmkﬂ:inhrﬂlhhmuﬂhmup. TOERTE,
mmmmm.nanhutmmhummmwwmmm
nm#wmw,mwmhnm;ﬂmdwmﬂrw
are waterlogged, Our supply position is steadily improving, though slowly.
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BUSSTA, Issues of the first magnitude now hang on the queetiocns
if vhen and where the Germans an stop the Russian pressure, The Russian advanoce
has slewed down during the past week, but the ressure on the Germans is still
such that they have not beea sbls to withiraw more than a very few divisicos for
rest and refit in OERMANY, It 4ip essentitl for the Russians to keep the enemy on
the meve, ard their advancen scuth-mestwards to the west of RZHEV and westwards
to the west of KALDGA, with the cutting of the important VYASIA-ERTANSK relilmey
are significant items in this process, In the CRDIEA, honours are easy the Aussian
lardings having evcked powerful German reactlons, For the Cermens, it 1s equally
sasential to establish a 1ine cn vhich they could stabilise the froge and behlnd
whieh they would withdraw some of their tired 4rocps, For example, ,sarly all
the Gormen armoured divisicns on the RFussian fyont have been comstantly in motden
without a proper rest for six months, Unless rjd until they can withdraw b
stantial mmbers of troops frem the Russian Freat - more exnctly, until at least
two months after they begin te de this =~ they sipnot start any majfer oparation
elaewhere,

In MATAYA the Iinevitable retreat in the face of supericr mmbers
has continued, mcre rapldly than had been hoped, %t in accerdance with mell=
ordered and wellesxecuted plsns, British and Indisn units which bere the brunt
of the first month have been withdram well behind the frent line which is nor
held by fresh troops, including Austrelians, The Jusansse advance has brought
SINGAPORE within rangs of fighter cever for enamy bowbers.

§I4. The Japanese forces have been increased by one divielon,

ESPAIYs There are no signs of any milisary pﬂpu'_ntiunl againat
SPAIN,

ITALY. The strengthening of the German air foree in SI0ILY and
Scuth ITALY ccntimusa,

BALEANS. There is no avidence of any military threat to TURKEY in
the near future,

CHINA. The Japenese cperaticn against CHANGSHA was probably in=
tended as & diversion during their attack on HONG KOMZ, It succeeded in 1ts obe
jecty Owing to the weaknsss of the foroce employed, the Chiness were easily able
to drive 1t back tut their vistoricus claims have not, at present, been fully aub=
gtantiated and press reporta are exaggerated,

3, AJL CFERATIOND
HESTERI FRONI. Teathar conditicns, inoluding some smow and sleet,

were gensrally unfavourable, The main chbjectives of bomber command were EREST
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(303 tons) and “ILHUIMSHAVEN (105 tons), Operations wers sancellsd on two nighte,
Extensive photographic reconnalssances were flewn and the warships at EREST were
kopt urder constant cbeervatien, It 1s estimated that cur aireraft sark or
eericusly damaged a;um tons of enemy shipping, A Oerman single-sngined fighter
on photegraphie reconnalssance erashed in DEVONSHIRE, the pilot bedng captured,

MEDIIEERANEAN.

LIFfA. Bad weather persisted in the forward ares and scmevhat
restrioted work bty cur fighters and bembers, In the frontisr area, HALFAYA was
contirucusly bembed by day and alsc at night, Enemy dive-bombers, ssccrted by
fighters, made several attacks cn cur troops near AGHEILA,

LALTA. Enemy attacks contimied frequsnt although on & scmewhat
lighter scals than the previcus week,

EAR BAST.

BALAYA, Dutch end British aireraft opsopcrated in protecting ouwr
ecnvoys, Our light bombers, assisted by a few Catalinas, bembed enemy sercdromes
ard communications, The scals of Japenose attacks upen SINGAPCRE increased and
fighters sscarted their day bombers, in countering these attacks, cur Buffale
fighters were often confronted with odds of two and three to one and sustained
fairly heavy losses in aireraft although most of the pllots were saved,

BUSSIA. On the NOSCOW Frent, the German air feree dees not appear
to have beeon able to interfere seriously with the Russlan supply syotem or to pro=
teet effectively their own retreating cclumns, There are indicatlions that the
German airferoe has been cbliged to send reinforosments of longerange bambers to
the Scuthern Front,
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, Zlst January, 1942,
1, NAVAL
Nothing to report,
2. MILITARX

LIEfA. Our troops remain in contact with the ereny in the AGHEITS
positien,

MALAYA, 20th, MERSING Area, no change, GEMAS erea, no lnereas.
in enemy pressure, Strong enemy pressure during the 19th aleng read HUAR-YONG
FEMG, where situsticn is confused, Small pertles alsc reported working up the
River five miles south of BATU PAHAT,

EURMA. Our reinforcements have resched YE, 80 miles south ef
MOUIMETN, and in the Borth Chinese Forces hove been ordered to take up poaitions,
Tnomy strength in MESOD area repcrted 5,000,

PORMEQ, Governcr of Straits Settlements reported 20th that ell
vsingraphic communication with SANDAKAN has ceased,

EUSSIA. The Russians have anncunced the capture of MOZHAISE and
ims attacking North of TAGARCG, In the CRINEA, the Germans have made further

rragress towards the EERCH Peninauls,

3o AR SIFRATIONS
UESTERN FRONT. 20th/21at, 25 adroraft were sent to attack EMDEN

Four are mlsalng,

SICIIY., 19th/20th, Eleven Vellingtons dropped 14 tons of bembe
on CATANIA asrodrome, 20 fires from burning airoraft were seen, and one Junksy.
23 snd possibly others were destroyed whilst landing,

BALTA. Between 19th and 20th inclusive, a total of 93 enemy ais
craft attacked, No merodremes wers hit, Other details not yet available,

LIECA. Bed weather and water logged landing grounds agsin res-
adoted our operations,

MALAYA. 18th, SINGAPGRE. Civilian air reid casualties A1 kiil:-
all Asiatios, 19th, Our sireraft bombed shipping, mechanical transpert and
treops in the WUAR area and the sercdreme at KUALA LMFUR, Enemy alroraft
attacked our trocps near MERSING and bombed roads south of SECAMAT without serdos-
sffect, Te lost seven alroraft, including three Dutch, Two emomy alreraft wers
destroyed, one probatly destroyed and one damaged,
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Information received up to 7 a,m,, 22nd January, 1942,
1, MAVAL
mhﬂﬂlmttcmdrwmuhmtlhipumtnl}mnnﬂ
East Ooast of IRELAND,
17th, A Rusaian mineswesper was torpedoed and sunk off MURIANSK,
19th, One of HM, luhuriulp-ohbhrunkuﬂﬂmmhnm
mthumtﬂoutufsmm,mmthlhnnamwmmmﬂmmnant-
mwmmmmnmm-. It 1s now known that a emall
Mﬂlhlhipmnmknrrthnmmlmmthuthmmm“unknm
Norwegtan ship was torpedeed off CHRISTMAS ISLAMD on the 20th January,

2, MILITARY
LIEXA. 20th, Activity restricted by severe sandstorma,

BALAYA, 20th, The Japanese have ccoupled ENDAT, CENTRE: Ouwr
forces have withdrawn South of the SECAMAT River to conform mwith movements fur-
ther West, No contact with enemy reported, WEST: Enemy has maintained strong
pressure in area between MIAR and YOMG FENG supported by incessant dive-bombing
and low altitude attacks, Hoawy fighting since 19th nesr BAKRI but details
lacking, Estimated our Field Artillery in one mction inflicted 400 casualtien
ot cloae range, Te have launched ccunter-attacks to Join up feorees out off by
the enemyls advance,

EBUfll4, 21st, The Japanese have attacked in the KA EAREIE Area,
where cur forces, fighting throughout the day have been resisting strongly,
Heavy fighting is in progross, MOUIMEIN has been reinfeorcnd,

BORIED, The Japanese have made further progress North=East of
SINEATANG and forces are withdrawing,

HETIERLANDS EAST INDIES, AMBOYNA has been evacuated by N.E,I,
Military Mr Foree perscnnel,

LUESIA. Heavy Russian attacks are in progress in the DONETS
SBeator South-Bast of KHARKOV,

3, AIR OPERATIONS

EESTEEN FRONT. 20th/2lst, 23 tons of high explosives were
hnmdnﬂlﬂh;ﬂﬂduuwlﬂamﬂ:unﬂsurhd.

2st, Spitfires made low flying attacks on minor objectives in
Northern France, A Catalina, on anti-pubmerine patrol crashed im SEAIN,
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Ast/220d, 121 edreraft sent cut - BREIEN 55, HIDEN 38, leaf-
lsta (PARIS ares) 12, Seven medium bombers are missing, Sixty enemy aircraft
were operating mest of them sea-mining and egainst shipping off the East Coast,

LIBYA. 20th, Bad woather restrictoed oparaticns, Four Blen=
beims cbtained hits cn barracks Mest of HOS (L) and damaged s bember ca ZOUARA
asrcdrome,

20th/21st, Three Tellingtons bembed TRIPOLI (L),

LUALTA. 21st, The Island was attacked by a total of 70 Jurkera
B2 and Messerschmidts 109, Three Hurrdsanes en the ground were damaged at HAL
FAR amercdrome, Our fighter operaticns were saveraly hampered since tmo mero=
dromes were under water,

BAIA¥A, 19th, Three additional Buffaloes reported missing
ard three eremy aireraft probably destroyed.

20th, Our bembers attacked EUALA LIMPUR sorcdrome and fighters
intercopted aix ensmy bombers in the BAKRI area forcing them to Jettison their
bommbe and destroyed one of them, About 100 enamy airoraft attacked SINGAPORE
ISIAMND causing demage and casualiies at twe aercdremes, one Hudson was destroyed
and twe Buffaloes damaged on the ground, slight demage was alsc coused at the
neval base, Our fighters including 14 Hurricanes, intercepted and destroyed
three enemy bombers and cne fighter and damaged three other aireraft, Thres
Hurricenes are miseing, cne pilot safe, Anti-aireraft shot down thres ensmy
aireraft in Central JOHOHRE,

BUFMA, 20th, Six Blenhedma, escorted by American fighters,
attacked MESCD merodrome, all bemba fell in the target area starting fires and
two enemy ol roraft were destroyed, Two Puffaloes were shet down over HOULIEIN,

2lst, RAHENG serodrome, 100 miles east of MOUIMEIN was sucoess—

fully attacked,

British = 7 bombers and 1 Catalina - 8,
Sa It 1s estimated that aireraft produstien in Germany the Pro-
tectorate and Foland has now risen to about E;Eermnth, tncluding about
1,700 operaticnal types, These include some 570 long range bombers, 190 short-
range bombers, 440 singlo-engined fighters and 215 twin-ongined fighters, Al-
though skilled labour is probably s limiting facter a further incresse must be
reckonsd with during 1942,
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Dear Mr, Presildent,

I enclose herein a copy of the
lateat report recelived from London on
the military slituation. It was dated
January 23rd.

Belleve me,
Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,

L/WEAQ}SLK

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the Unlted States of America,

Washington, D.C,
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Information received up to 7 a.m,, 2ird January, 1942,
1. MAVAL

A twelve thousand ton outward bound tenker was torpedced on “im
22nd eix hundred miles sast of CAPE RACE,

% LLILITARX
LIEYA., 22nd, Three enemy columns, including tanks, made a reccn-

naissance in ferde about fifteen miles deep from thelir positions arcund ACHEILA,
Qur forees are withdrawing but maintaining touch and harmssing the enemy while
cur ressrves are moving forward towards the fighting aroa,

BALAYA, Bast, Owr forces, after successfully ambushing the
enemy, have withdramn south of the river MERSING, Our artillery are harassing
eneny movements, Centre, HNo further change, West, Heavy fightlng continues
and the position is confused, On the 21st eight hundred iustralian and four hune
dred Indian troops who had been cut off, rejoined from the BAKRI area, A British
infantry brigade ceunter attacked BUKIT PAYONG to help this movement, By the 22nd
the BUKIT PAYONG area was strongly held by the enemy and remainder of our troops
in this area who wers unabls to force their way through, are making their way in by
tracks leaving their wheel tramspert,

BEMA. Heavy fighting continues at EATKAREIK in the MOUIMEIN
area sgainst the enemy in force, The evacuation of cur forces from the MERGUI
area is proceeding, A number of militery personrel from TAVOY have arrived in th:
YE ares and all the R.A,F, ground party have reached MOUIMEIN safaly,

RUSSIA. The Russian advance scuthwards west of RZEHV has made
further progress, Russian attacks southeeast of EHARKOV have gnined ground.
Attle ochange in the CRIMEA but o resumption of the Cerman sttack towards KEWSH
ia probable,

3 AR OFFRATION

HESTERN FRONT., 21st/22nd, PEREMEN, Thirtrecms tora end oce
thousand five hundred incindlaries,

BIEY: Forir=geven tons and tws thousand two hurdred fmcendlesar,

At BEREIEN a four thousand pouni beab burat mear the roilvay junss
tion and ancther noar the Atlas Shipyards, Eloven R,C.A.F, and two R.A.AF. air=
naft took part, One Canadian Hampden was among those missing,

22nd, A Hudson cbtained two hite on a one thousand ton merchasi
vessel off the FRISIAN ISLANDS,
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22rd/23rd, Seventyetwo aireraft sent out, 47 of them to MINEIER,
Two are missing and one crashed on return,

LIEYA. 21et, Tmter logged landing grounds prevented oparaticns
over the forward area,

BALTA. 22nd, Twe elr attacks tock place st HAL .UR mersdrems
buildings and a Furricans cn the ground were domaged, Our fighters probably
deatroyed three aireraft and damaged two more, e lost one Hurricans, .

BALAYA. SINGAPORE ISLAND was attacked by about hundred aireraft
on the 21t and by 54 bombers esccrted by fighters on 22nd, The aerodrcmes
were heavily bombed, five of ocur airoraft being destroyed cn the ground and
several others demaged, In air fighting cur fighters destroyed nine aireraft,
provably destroyed cne and damaged four, “Te lost ten fighters but four pilote
are safe, In additdon A/A artillery claim nine aireraft destroyed,



BAITISEH EMBASSY,
WABHINGTON, D.C,

layz,

January 26th,

Dear Mr. President,

1 enclose herein a copy of

the latest report received ®rom London

It is dated

on the militery situation.

January 2Lth.

Believe me,

Dear JMr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

Katirn

The Honourable

Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

DECLASEIFIED
By Authorit :'L. PR T
e o = # '. P
S, L gy ezl

FEB_ 51972




]

W Aatkority or £y, 7 o o
% it
AP 1ae, FE

Information recoived up to 7 A.M. 2ith January, 1942,

1.  NAVAL.

Aircraft reccnnaissance on 23rd showed the TIRPITZ at Trondheim,
4 s=all Norweglan vessel was torpedoed off Christsas Island em the 20th
and has been sbandoned. On 21st m medium sized Greek veasel was sunk by
mine off Singapore.

2. MILITARY.

Libys.

By the evening of the 22nd enemy cclumna, estimated total strength
about 8,000 men and 90 tanks, were advancing North and North East fres
Jedabyn. Our troops have taken up positicns Scuth East, East and North
of the town.

Malave,

Situaticn 4,30 P.M. 23rd. FRight. No change. Mersing area atill
held, Centre. Our forces were withdramm Scuth of Labis, whers they were
in contact with enemy including tanks, Left. Our forces who were cut off
have not yet been sble to extricate themselves. Pressure in the Batu Pahat
Area has increased, The Japarese Guards Divisien has been identified on
the Muar Front. About 400 Australisna and many Indion troops returned from
Muar Feree after very bitter fighting.

Burpa .

Damelition of Mergul Aerodrome has boon completed and our
withdrawal continues. More army personnel from Tavey have arrived at Ye.
East of Moulmedn our ferees are withdrawing but are not being prossed.

Hussis.

The Russiar eonverging movement towarda Vyasma is making progress
both from the Nerth and from the South East,

3. AIR CPERATIONS.
Hestern Frept.

2énd, 1,000 ton enemy ship was hit by R.C.A.F. Hudsonm.
20nd/23rd. Munster. 65 tons. Good weather ecnditions, Large fires
were started in the to'n and bombs straddled the railway station. 4 R.ALALF,
aireraft participated,

Libya.

22nd, A Squadron of Blenheims inflicted heavy damapge on 400
closely parked M.T. South East of Agheila. Kittyhawks engaged 30 dive
bombers, escorted by fighters, destroying 3 ensmy aireraft and damaging 7.
Two Kittyhawks are missing.

22nd/23rd. Wellington dropped over 10 tons bombs on Tripoli (L)
harbour. A naval vessel and a probable A.Ah. ship were hit.

linlza.

22nd/23rd and 23rd. A total of 3 enemy aircraft attacked,
causing slight damage to ships in the harbeur and to Hnlfar asrodrome. Twe
ene=y aireraft were damaged by our fighters.



Burmp .

23rd. Our bombers attacked a econcentration of lorries near Mosed,
Enemy aircraft attespting to attack an aorcirome near Rangoon were
intercepted by Tomnhawks of the American Volunteer Oroup and Buffaloes, 9
enemy fighters and 3 bombers were destroyed and a further 12 enemy aireraft
were probably destroyed. Several more were damaged. The other hombers
jettiscned their bombs, Ve lost 3 fighters.

Malaya.

Singapore. 2lst, Civilian air raid casunltics reported 304
killed and 625 hoapital cases. 22nd, Kluang aerodrome was raided but no
damage caused,

Bacific Zone.

20th, More than 100 Japaness bombers and fighters attacked
fabaul (New Britain),2lst. 60 aireraft attacked Kawieng (New Ireland) and 50
attacked Salamoa (New Guinea) and other cbiectives in that area.

& The arrival at Ferrol on 12th of an Axis ship with a valuable
eargo from Japan probably represents a first attempt to tring urgently
needed raw materisls from the Far East to Germany,
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Dear Mr, Fresident,

I enclose herein a copy of

the latest report received from lLondon

on the military situation, It was

dated January 25th, 1942,

Believe me,

Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

/{41!%;&

The Honourakble

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America, ﬁ;ﬂ

Washington, D, o.




¢ DECLAESTIFIED

By Anthority ¢ ﬂ’ umhl.._

w‘g/_@m

w4 FER g 1977  dersnenemie

SEIEL oo 30

Information received up to 7 a,m,, 25th January, 1942,
1, BAVAL

One of MM, sutmarines torpedoed and sark an Ttalian salvage vessel
off TUNISIA,

22vd, Two mavel mwcdliaries which were attacked by enemy niversft
off NORTH SUMATRA.shot down & four-engined alroraft,
Between 19th and 24th following ships reported sunk cr dameged by
enemy sulmarines:
Ay Off U.S, dtlantic Cosst and in MEWFOUNDLAMD ares, five ships
totalling about 28,000 tons,
B, Off HURMA, A small Panapanian ship and another unknowm
vessel,
Gy 340 miles 5,5,E, of HALIFAX, one medium sized British ship
L, mﬂlulntgfumst. VINCGENT, one medium sized Spanish
ship,
2 MILITARY
LIBEA. 22nd end 23rd. The enemy seized the opporbunity to push
alcng the AGHEIIA to JEDABYA Roed, which was lightly held and resched JEDABYA en
'thumufﬂhm;mthunmadnunlmnrlbmﬂmtnﬂiHmdM&T.
through ANTEIAT towards SAUNWU, A second column of about 150 M,T, including are
moured vehicles ard guns followed up as far as ANTELAT where it seems to have Te-
mained, Alr reported several hundred M, T, moving Morth-East on track JEDABTA to
ANTEIAT on merning 2%rd. Our armoured and other forces were in touch with the
mwmmuumm.thutﬂm”mmmpmummnmr-
SAUNND Area where enemy tanks and artillery were breught to battle by ouwr columns,
The eituation is still confused and no decisive results have been reported, Large
mmber of fires seen amcnget enemy M,T, on track JEDABYA = ANTELAT,
ZAR F4ST. Yo further news of operations in BURMA or MALATA, MEW
BRITAIN and MEW IREIAND,
2th, No oommunication with Australisn military forces at RABAUL
and EAVIENG, Three enemy alroraft claimed brought down at each plasce between 21st
and Z2nd,
BUESIA. Werth-lest of RZHEV the Rusaiana are making further pro=
gress westwarde,
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3o AR CEERATIONS

HESTERN FRONT. |Mothing of interest,

MEDITERRANEAN, 23rd and 23/24, Our bombers including Naval
alreraft attacked at intervals a southbeund Ttalian comvey conslating of four
large merchant vessels esccrted by one battleship, three cruisers and sfxteen
destroyers which was firet sighted 170 miles NortheEast of MISURATL, Reperta
are not yet definite btut a merchant vessel of sbout 20,000 tons was torpedoed
ard stopped, a destroyer was torpedoed, a crulser was hit with bombs and near
misses with bomba were scored on the battleship and two merchant vessels, Two
of gur aireraft are missing,

25th, Six Swordfish again attacked this large vessel st 1,70
8,m, and claimed hits with two torpedees, this confirmed by screcning Blenheim,
Later each sighted convey approaching TRIFOLI (L) but no trace of the large
abip,

BALTA. 23rd/24th and 2{th, A total of 82 aircraft attacked,
Two or owr aireraft were destroyed on the ground and seven damaged, HAL FAR
asrodrame was eratered, Our fighters probably destroyed one enemy aireoraft
and damaged four,

BUBMA. 24th, Seven enemy bombers, sscorted by 55 fighters ate
tacked two merodromes near RANGOON, 17 of our fiphtars including two Hurricanes
shot down all the bembers and aix fi.g.h‘hrl‘.; probably destroyed twe fighters
and damaged nins, All our nirqrai‘t returned safely,

BALAYA. 23%rd, 30 onemy aireraft attecked SINDAPMRE ISLAND,
Mnrm-nmnm-«mwmmm Hurricanss shot down ome
enemy bember and probably destroyed ancther,
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Information recelved up to 7 &,m,, 26th Jamary, 1942,
1. HAVAL

Reconnaissance BREST on 25th showed both SCHARMNMORST and GNEISENAU
out of dock and alengside torpede boat station,

Evening 25th, One of cur aireraft sighted five snemy terpedo-
boate 30 miles ScutheWest of BREST stearing MortheNerth-Fest and attacked with
depth charges result unkneown,

25th, A small Oreek merchant vessel in outward convey was ter=
pedoed off NEWFOUNDIAND, end a small British ship in coastal convey was sunk by
mine off HARWICH, Ancther trocp convoy errived safely in SINGAFORE between 23rd
and 25th,

4, MILIZARY
LIEYA. On the evening of the 24th, enemy mechanical transpert

wag reperted tc be withdraming from SAUNNU 4in & Scuth-Testerly direction with

our armoursd car patrols in contact, while another large enemy body, about 20 miles
South of SAUNWI, was sending patrols NortheEastwards up the TRIGH EL ABD, At

930 a,m, on 25th a battle was developing 12 miles Scuth=llest of MSUS between our
armoured forces and two enemy columns of 35 tanks with scme mechanieal transpert,
Another column of about 200 mechaniesl transpert was reported to be advancing

from JEDABYA to ANTELAT,

MALAYA, P.M, 24th, Esst: Tho enemy had apparently not yet
crossed the MERSING River, Our field artillery was suceessfully engaging enemy
movemanta,

Centpe: Ouwr night withdrawal South of YONG FENG was successfully
earried out on 23/2ith though with some loss, Enemy followed up our right flank
rapidly and fighting is taking place near KELUANG asrodrome, In & succesaful
counter=attack by an Indian Battalion late in the day, the Japanese are sstim-
ated to have loat 125 killed and 3wi00 wounded, Our casualtiss were 25,

figgtr Enemy pressure and infiltrations have umu.a-d; and the
situation remains confused, 200 more of Kee foroe which was cut off have come
in, 411 reperts indicate extremely bitter fighting in this area,

SRR, 24th, Our withdrawal in the MOUIMEIN area contdmuss,
cur troops are tired and scmewhat scattered, and much equipment .+l ks oo
transport has beeu lost,
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25th, Our new positiona were talien up on the MOULMEIN front
witheut interference, In the initial stages of the enemy attack, in which it
is estimated that 5=10,000 Japensse tock part, enemy comaltien are known to
have bech very heavy, they advanced by sheer welght of mumbers regardless of
loases but received such punishment that cur might withdramal was unmclested,
Chiness reinforcements have been and gti1l are arriving in DURMA in large mmbers,

RUSSIi. A strong Russian sttack in the DONETS Sector is making
progreso,

3. AIR OPERATIOIS

UESTERN FRQNI. 25th. Four uneventful eweeps were made over the
Channel, cne R.N.Z.A.F. Spitfire is miseing,

25/26th, 71 bembers were sent to EREST, All returned safely,
Eight R.C,A.F, airoraft tock part, cne crashed shortly after taking off crew
killed,

LIBYA, 23rd, Our fighters machine gunned and damaged tarks and
sechanical transport on the JEDAEYA=ANTELAT Track.

2ith, TIn the ANTELAT-SAUNWU-MSUS Area, our fighters destroyed
four enemy airoraft, probably destroyed ancther and damaged three mere, They
also attacked about 200 mechanical transport and 20 tarks South-East of SAUNND
on the TRIGH EL ABD,

a4,/25th, Wellingtons attacked the harbour and mechanical transe
part concentrations at TRIPOLI (1) and started a fire in s large mechanical trans-
port park, During all these operations, we lost one aireraft,

BALTA. 24/25th, During air raids, fiye of our fighters were shob
dgwn but four pllots are safe, Two enemy pireraft were damaged,

SICILY. 24/25th, Five Hurricanes destroyed one enemy aircaraft
ard damsged ancther while patrolling over asrcdromes,

MALAYA. On 23rd/24th and 24th/25th, our bosbers attacked troops
ard mechanical transport concentraticns near LABTS, where heavy damage was
caused, The YONWG PEMG = IABIS Road Bridge 1s believed to have boon demolisheds

24th, During heavy dive=bombing attacks on our troopa in the fore=
ward area, Slamese aireraft were identified for the first time, An eneny bomber
was destroyed by anti-aircraft near MERSING,

SIAM. 24/25th, Mine Durms Hlenheims attacked BANGKGE Docks,

111 bombs turst in the target area, starting fires, It is believed that the
. cmer statlon was hit, Ome Blenheim 1s misaing,
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NETHZRIANDS EAST TIDIES, Three air attacks were made on a large

enemy convoy reported in the South lest CELEBES SEA, during two of them, one
transport was Iaunk and one set on fire and five enemy fighters were shot down,
A subsequent attack was made by night by UNITED STATES destroyers, Observed
results = one large ship blowm up, one sunk and one severely damaged, The

enemy cohvoy is now reported in TARAKAN,
22nd, Air attacks were made on GOROITALO (GEIEE]E], SABANG

(NORTH SULATRA) and !MEDAN where damage was caused to the docks, On the 23rd,
27 Japanese bombers slightly damaged the aerodrome at PALEMBANG (SUMATRA),

hae A UALT i TIONS FROL] IRITISH
British - One fighter,
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Informaticn received up to 7 a.m., 27th ﬂmu':, 1542,
1o MAVAL

One of HM, sulmarines claims two hits on & convey of threa
merchant ships of about 5,000 tons each sntering SUDA BAY on the 12th, ons ship
was sesn to aink,

On the 22rd an 8,000 ton Nerwegian tanker was torpedced and
set on fire South-East of HALIFAX and on the 25th ancther Nerweglan tarker from
CURACOA was hit by three torpedoss 200 miles Nerth-East of CHESAFEAKE BAY,

24 HILITARY
LIBEA. 26thy Reports from the forward ares indicate that on

the afterncon of the 25th two enemy eolumns consisting of & total of 200 M,T,

and 20 tanks were advancing NertheEast from MSIS and were being engaged by our
foroes, Our armoured forces were in the CHARRUBA Ares some 50 miles North of

MSUS, while our main infantry foroes were still south of EENGHAZI threatening

the left flark of the advancing enemy columns,

MAIAYA, East: Enemy estimated at two battaliens supperted
by Naval forces landed at EMDAU on the morning of the 26th, Our siroraft
ageinat strong elr opposition, engaged these furces and hit warshipe and trans-
porta, Heavy air losses on both sides,

Centre: Throughout 26th our troops were in comtaoct with the
enomy Horth of RENGAM and OIMPANG RENGAM, Our forward troops and read communi-
eaticns were continually dive-bombed and machine gunned,

Weat: The 15th Indian Infantry Brigade are trying te meve
South from SEMGGARANG, The 53rd Infantry Brigade were trying to make touch
with them from the South but were unable to advance beyond RENGAM,

SUEMA+ Everything of value in MERGUT was destroyed before
evacuaticn, There has been no further contaoct with the enemy,

3« AIR CEERATIONS
EESTERN FROND. 26th/27th, 136 airoraft sent out = HANOVER

70 = EMDEN 33 = EREST 25, 3 are missing,

LIELA. 25th, A1l available edreraft were used to cover the
withdrewal of our ground forces, Many enemy vehicles were either destroyed or
damaged, 4 enemy aireraft were shot domn and 3 damaged, Te lost 2,
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25th/26th, Tellingtons bombed mechanised columns in the
JEDABYA Ares, :

BALAYA, 25th, muwnmnmmmmmm
heavily attacked by Japanese and Siamese aireraft, Buffales intercepted 27
enemy bombers attempting to attack SIMGAP(RE, bombs were either jettisemed or
caused no damage, 3 enemy aircraft were demaged,

25th/26th, Our bombers attacked BATU PAHAT and MR,

EUEEA, 26th, About 20 enemy fighters approashing RANGOON
were intercepted by the Aneriscan Volunteer Group, 3 enemy airoraft were des=
troyed and one probably destroyed for the loss of one American Tighter,

IEIMRIADS FAST IDIES. 24th, Enemy airoraft attacked
SAMARINDA (EAST BORNEO) and 3 were destroyed, One Dutch fighter was lost,

EACIFIC. 24th/25th, R,A,A.F, Catalinas bombed RABAUL
registering two probmble hits on a warship, At MANUS (ADLIRALTY ISIAND) on
the 24th 5 enemy floateplanes csused considerable damngs,

4e IDALY
Movements of oil from GERMANY to ITALY via the ST, GOTTHARD

which started on 12th Decesber wers still contimiing en 18th Jarmary when
three or four trains of tankers, representing about 1,800 tona of oil, were
passing dally, Some of the tank wagons contained petrel,
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Following is supplementary resume of operaticnal events eovering
the peried 15th = 22nd Jamary, 1942,

1, LAVAL
Three of the thirteen shipe driven ashere in the British Isles

have become & total loss, An impertant convoy was passed through to VALTA and cne
from MALTA reached ALEXANDRIA, A Tribal class destroyer and cne merchant vessel
were lest during these operaticns, Duteh ccastel batteries sank two Japanese
destroyers during the attack ob TARAKAN,

Subsaringg, There has been & consentraticn of Usboats off tha
Worth fmerican Ceast from NEWFOUNDLAND to VIRGINIA, Bullﬂgrmlplm'nﬂim
in the North Western Appreaches, mear the AZCHES and off MURMANSK, Activity in
the MEDITERRANEAN contimued, Shipping losass wara moderate, UxBoats sank two
ships off the U3, Atlantic Comst, Our Ocean Homeward Convoys sustained no losses
through enemy astlon. Owing to delays ceused by bad weather imperts in convey into
Undted Kingdon for week ending 17%h were only 180,000 tons of which 41,000 tons
were cdl, During the pericd 883 ships were conveyed, The German TIHDHIK (16,600
tons) and the Italism CONTE GRAMDE (23,860 tons) have beon taken over by the
Bragiliens at SANTOS,

TOERUK. During 8 menths from 12th April, 1941, the Royal Havy,
in mainteining ses cemmunicaticns with TOSRUK, loat 27 H.M, ships including small
pxiliary eraft and two destroyers and hed geven destroyers demaged, Hoval
epsualties were 469 killed or missing and Mercantile Marine 70 lkilled ard missing,
fm the other hu.rd, 32;561' peracunel were landed and 34,113 embarked in addition
to lmthaul:d!nfpﬂ.lnmﬂufmmdmundnd. About 34,000 tens of stores
and ammundition besides mmbers of tanks and guns worsa transported,

2, MILITARZ
GERMANY. The contimuance of Russian pressure is making 1t in=

mnmnmuwmwmnmmmmnmm Sc long as
this puﬂlﬂhm‘hind. the Gerpans cannct githiraw and refit encugh divi-
aions for such fresh npuﬂt.iunlu-uht restere to them the strategle initiativa
LIEZh« ItmmthhnplohdthntlﬂmofMH
qﬂl]itrmldrﬂhuﬂ-ﬂnihlrmthldnhndﬂ at AGHEILA while we made pre-
wlﬂmmmmnﬂmﬂﬂm&utm And he has now attacked cur light
forward foroes with sbout 90 tanks, { Throughout this battle it has been difficult
hmmhhthm'lmd-m&,mm”m;im
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maraged to repalr more tanks than we considered possible, or received fresh tanks
via TRIFOLI, or both), His cbject was probably to antieipate & remmption of our
offensive believing this to be more imminent than in fact it was, At all events,
for the present, ho has regained the tactical initiative,

BUSSIA. After slowing down last week, the Russian offensive has
gained fresh impetus, on almost the whole fromt the Russian Army is renewing its
pressure and finding the wesk spots, The new attack South of LAKE ILIEN may lead
to the disengagement of LENIIGRAD, The comverging movement West of RZHEV and Test
of KALUGA is resulting if not in an enoirclement at least in a withdrawal of the
German forces in the whole of the MOJAISK SALIENT, and the offensive recently
launched on a wide front from the DONETS BASIN should play an important part in
the prooess of preventing the enemy from stabllising his line and withdrawing
divieions for rest and refit, The battle i{s in fmot going well for the Russiasn
Army everymlere, except in the CRIMEA = a front which reteins e specisl lmportance
frem ita position near the Cerman route to the CAUGASTS,

EAR EBAST. On a serdes of fronts which widen in extent every week
the Japaness are taking advantage of their opportunitiess "while the going 1s good",
During this sxrly phase of the war they have not only ample foress to attack in
nearly all directicns similtanecusly but alse the shipping and freedom of the seas
to transport these foroes to the various fronts, (Thelr comparatively small air
strength ia cne of their few limitations at present), In the PHILIFPINES the
UNITED STATES troops though in danger of shortages of food and ammuniticn are
giving them such a tough mut to orack that they are making tut little progreas,
Similarly in MATAYA, where the Japanese possess alr superlcrity and have threwm in
e crack Guards Divisicn, the British = Indian and Australian Units already in
aoticn have been joined by fresh Eritlsh troops and, though eentimually cutrumbered
ard cutflanked, are of fering a barrier of inoreasing strength, Nevertheless, if
the front line iz forced any further back, it may prove impracticabls to maintain
resistance on the mainland ard o withdrawal to SINGAPORE ISIAND may bocome neces=
sary, In BURMA the oentre of attack has shifted to MOUIMEIN, against which the
Japaness can bring two diviaions with a further two -_u.gu-inlt MANDALAY, threatening
the BURMA ROAD, China's last supply rcute, Merecver, on this front the enemy ocan
rainforee more easily than we can, They have been able to move against NENW
ORITAIN and NEW IRELAND without meeting encugh opposition to etep them, Indeed
i o shert view the Japanese Coneral Staff sust be having aless anxious time than
thelr partners in BERLIN,

EROEE. Gorman divisions in FRANCE now estimated at 23 and in
DALEANS 11 or 12, Thare is evidenoe that the DANUEE is frosen as far sast as
RUSTCHUCK and that navigation above this town is no lenger possibls,
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Jo AL OPERATIOE

EESTER PO,  Beonber command oould cperate on four nights only
mtﬂﬂthl.lﬂh,ﬂﬁimnﬂulﬂmdmm The main chisatives were
EIEN, SREIEN and HUTURG, Enesmy airoraft oers enrloyed mainly against cur ship-

ring,
LEDIGRRAIEAY. HALFAYA was consistently bombed until its =

render on 17th, Sandstorss rein and mater-logged landing grounds curtailsd our
aotivities In the forward ares, snemy motivity vms slight,

BALTA. The Island was frequently raided by several alrsraft in
daylight partioular attention being paid to meredromes, Our CFlghters vers has-
pored by unserviceable asrcdrcmes owing to damage and rain, Ouor Mowal afreraft
made some promising attacks cn ensmy merchant shipe and thedr destroyer dscorts,

LEALAYA. STHDAPGHE ISLAND was raided on six days of the wesk by
o total of 520 aireraft, the serodremes wero attacked hoavily, Our fighters
wilch now inclide Horrdeanes destroyed 16 enemy airoraft and our A,A, artillery
claimed ancther 9, We lost 11 fighters and & pilots,

BEBSIA. Enesy activity was principally in the Scuthern Ssotore
of the front from KHAREOV to the ORIMEA but whansver weathar parmitted cperaticns
by the German Mr Foroe were interrupted by froquent attacks on most of the merce
dromes used by their fighters and dive bosbers, In the |KSCON Sectar Gorman ag-
tlen agninst Russian troops and forward ccseunicaticns has been very limitad,
It is estimated that the Germans are now using about 1,500 afreraft on the Rus=
sian Pront compared with over 2,500 during the first weeks of their Russian cam-

paign,
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Information recedved up to 7 a,m,, 28th Jaruary, 1942,
1, HAVAL

Might 22nd/23rd, In the MACASSAR STRAITS the 1,8, S/
STURGECN cbtained cne hit cn & Cruiser or Alreraft Carrder and the Dutah
5/ K,18 sank s Destroyer and hit a Cruiser, During 24th and 25th Duteh
alroraft hit three Cruisers, a Destroyer and four Transports, two of which
sank, lMight 26th/27th, H.M. Destroyers engaged an enemy Crulser and three
Destroyers off ENDAU, One enemy Destroyer wes sunk ard one damaged, cns
British Destroyer sank, U,5, and Australian A/S units have sunk ome lrrge
and probably one emall U-boat off DARVIN, On 17th & mediun sized Norweglan
tanker cutward bound in oconvoy was torpedoed and sunk off CAPE RACE, On 22nd
& amall Greek Steamer was terpedoed 260 miles from CAFE Riii, On 2ith a medium
sized British Tanker was torpedced off CAPE HAITERAS, the after part bedng sunk,

2, LILITIRY
LIBYA. The latest reports recelved only cover the peried

up to the afterncen of the 26th when cur troops were disposed to cover BENGHAZI
and to bleck the enemy's further advance north and northeast of MSUS, Mobile
solumn and patrels are carrylng out offensive operations against the enemyls
lines of communieation,

MALAEA. East: Our forces are in contact with the enemy
north of JEMALUANG, OCentre: Our forces have made = slight withdrawal and
heavy fighting continues, West: Hemvy fighting on the coast road south of
BATU PAHAT contimues but the positien is confused, Scma parties of 15th
Ifﬂ:l..m Infantry Brigede roached vicinity of EENUT but it i1s reported that
2,000 wore on beach four miles scuth emst of SEOGARAND,

Yo AIRL QFERATICNS

OESTERN FHONT. 26th/27th, HANOVER - 38 tons; DMDEN = 43
tonsj BREST - 39 toms, During these operations five 1,C.A.F, and alght
RuolohoF, alroraft tock pert without casualtdes, 27th/28th, 51 aireraft
send out, EREST - 35; BOULOOME w 107 shipping off GRAVELINES = 6, Mo
casualties,

LIEXA. Throughout 26th our fighters attacked M,T, and tanks
moving between ANTELAT, SAUNNU and MSUS, Heavy damage was inflicted satimated
at o minimm of 120 vehicless destroyed or damaged and 200 troope killed and
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wourded, Traffic on ANTELAT-ISUS Track, heavy in the mornirg hed practicelly
ceased in the afterncen and many vehicles had been sbandened, Only too enemy
alroraft, one of which was destroyed, were seen, Ue had no casualties.

SICILY, Might 26th/27th, Wellirgton bombers dropped
seven tcns of bembe on CATANIA and four tens on CCLIS0, Hangars and runmays
gtraddled at both serodromes,

HALIA., 26th/27th, Enemy aircraft spproached the island
on several cegaslens but few aircraft orossed the ccist, 27th, Trenty alr-
oraft dropped bembs damaging buildings and doclgmard sachinery in the grand
barbewr, Thers were no casualtles,

MALAYA, 25th/26th, 19 bombers with 23 fighters as esccrt
attacked an enemy naval force north east of ENDAU, Hits aru reported oa &
Cruiser and two Morchant Vessels of 8,000 and 9.,000 tons rospectively, Two
further foroes of bombers and fighters ware despatched to contimue the attack
tut no details have yet been received, Enemy trcops on ENDAUSMERSIHG road
were bombed and & large stares dump was hit, Flerce opposition was encoun-
tered from a large number of encmy [ighters, thirteen of cur airoraft are
missing and tvo mere orashed, Enemy casualties were eleven destroyed, two
probably destroyed and three damnged by our airoraft, alse ancther destroyed
by A4, fire, 26th, 27 enemy aireraft bembed ITNDAH aeredrome rendering 1%
unserviceable and continually attacked cur ferward trocps and ccmmunieations,
27th, 65 enemy airoraft attacked KALLAIG and SEIETAR, seven of owr alreraft
wers destroyed en the ground and thirteen damaged, Hangars and othar tulldings
ware hit,

METHERLANS FAS? DIOIES. M,y enemy attacks on shipping
off wast comst of SUMATRA and radds in varying force at scattered points in
the Enstern Archipelage are reported,

be There 1s further corrcboration of the recent raperts that
throughout the last fortnight of December forty trains of 35 oil tank cars
onch, passed daily through BASIE from GERMANY to ITALY, this representing

Wmtnrmlustmm;ﬁmwmnfuﬂﬁwmuﬂ!h ITALY in

twe weeks,
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Information received up to 7 A.0l,, 29th January, 1942,
L. JAYAL

28th/29th, Enemy coastal batteries ineffectively shelled a Channel
convey off DOVER,

22nd, A small merchant ship was sunk by gunfire from a Usboat 120
miles southwest of RANGOON,

24th, A medium sized Allied ship in supply convey was mined and
sunk 27 miles scuthwest of SINGAPORE, and n medium aized Pertuguese ateamer ls
reported to have sunk by mine off NEUFOUMDLAND,

2, MILITARY
LIBIA. Enemy columns from the HSUS srea are pushing east, north

and northwest, South of BE!GHAZI, our forces covering the town have been foroed
to withdraw by strong enemy attacks from the south, lortheast of ISIE, our are
moured forces are advancing to attack the ensmy,

BALATA. East, On 27Tth, Australian forces were in contast near
JEMALUAMG, inflicting sbout 250 casualties on the enemy and suffering 32, Our
troeps have now retired to ULUSEDILI, some 30 miles south of JEMALUANG,

Centra, Thore has been some infiltration by enemy scuth of SIMPAIG
REIGAN,

West, 15th Indian Infantry Grigads 1s still southeast of SENG=
CGARANG, but about 1,000 of the troops isolated there managed to rejoin our faoroces
on 28th,

EURMA. Jepanese forces, including cavalry, sre reported to be ap-
proaching the MOULLEIN area from the east and south,

BUSSI4. The Russisns are continuing their preasure to the west o!
RZHEV and in the KHARKOV sector, but Cerman resistance has increased north of ti
line OREL - BRAYANSE and in the KURSK area,

3. AIR OFERATIONS
UBATERN FROND. Six R.C.A.F, aireraft tock pert in operations 27t

28th without casualty, 28th/20th, 183 aireraft sent out - NUNSTER, 84y BOULCGNE,
4By ROTTERDAM, 29j serodromes in HOLLAND and WORTHERN FRANCE, 20j and loaflete
over PARIS, 2, Seven aircraft missing, Thers was thick cloud over MUISTER, bub
conditicns at DOULOGNE and ROTTERDAM were good,



LIB{A., On night 26th/27th Wellingtons attacked mechanical transe
port on the EL AGHETIA - JEDABYA road, and,. on the 27th, until bad weather pre=-
vented further cperaticns, our fighters attacked mschanical tramsport in the MSUE
area and on the road west of SIRTE, 13 vehicles were destroyed and at least 35
damaged, 27th/28th, Tellingtons attacked shipming 4n TRIPOLI (L) herbour,
sooring hits on the Spanish liole and Main Cuay,

SICILY, Night 27th/28th, and 28th, 53 enemy aireraft attacked the
sland at HAL FAR, aireraft on ground being slightly damaged,

DURMA. =27th/28th, BElenheims attacked BANGKOX area, 26th/27th,
Eight enemy airoraft attacked ITNZALADON aerodrome, destroying an amsunition
store and cne Hurricans, The attack was repeated by 30 ailreraft on 27th/28th,
These were interaepted by Tomabawks of the Amerdiecan Volunteer Group, which depe
troyed seven airoraft and probably destroyed a further six for the loes of cne
airoralt,

JETHRIANDS EAST I'DIES. 26th, Attacks were made by enemy fighters
on merodromes at PARE PARE, YYKASSCR, BIMA, KOEPANG, DILLI (PORTUGUESE TINCR),

AMBON and NAMIEA,

The results of the action agninst the enemy convoy in MACASSAR
STRAITS, believed to have consisted of three cruisers, 12 destroyers and 30 trans-
ports, now appear to have been, at a conservative eatimate, one large crulser
sunk by Ameriean submarine, one crulser hit by Dutch submarine, all three crulsers
hit by bomb, one destroyer sunk, one or two destroyers hit by bomba, ten trans-
ports sunk and several transports damaged,

de

5. JROH CRE

Total shipments of Swedish iron cre to GERMANY during 1941 were
'-:r,sﬁ;m tons (of which 738,255 tons via NARVIE) compared with a total of 9,172,
807 toms (473,312 tons via MARVIK) during 1940, Exports in December totalled
ﬁ?,m tons, of which zt.;uoum shipped via NARVIE, m:um;momhn
than nhimtuinnnubﬂr; 1940, The Oermans are said to be pressing for ine

creased deliveriss to NARVIK,

’,
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