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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

2nd Fﬂbmﬁr:’- 1942,

DR

Dear }Nr, Prealdent,

I enclose herein eopies of the
latest reports received from London on the
military situation, They were dated the
30th and 3lst January.

Belleve me,
Dear Kr, Presldent,
Very slncerely yours,

(For the Ambasgsador)

2./ (1__/,4%

The lHonourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the Unlted States of Amerlea,

Washington, D.C.

DECLASEIFIED
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Infermation recedved up to 7 AJl,, 30th Jamuary, 1942,
An important convoy arrived at SINGAPCRE at 5 A.ll,, on the 29th,

2, UILITARY
LIBIA, Strong enemy columns converging on BENGHAZI from the Scuth

and Erpt have taken REGIMA, Axis claims to have captured BEIGHAZI on the mornisg
of the 29th have not been confirmed but our trocps have probably withdram to
avold being cut off, On the 28th there were two engagements in the area Nerth
of 1I5US but results are unknown and our forces have taken up new dispositions,
There are several small enemy columna of all arms in the aren Northeast of I1SUS,

BALAXA. By 4:30 P, on the 28th the enomy wers approximately 40
miles from JOHOHE BAHRU on all three podnts, In the central sectar, en t.{n.lu
day, a Company of the 27th Australian Brigade, in a bayoust counter sttack,
coused enesy casualties estimated at 200 without lose, On 29th afternocn an
enemy attack, strongly supported by airoraft, wos beatm: off by thic smme brigei.
Mild tesr gas was used by the retreating ememy on both ol these occoniona,

HETHERLANDS EAST IIDIES.

PORMEQ. Enwsy forces have landed in DUTCH 'EST BORNED near the
SARATAK frontler and cur trocpe heve been forced to withdraw,

CELEEES. Duteh forces are still resisting at KENDART in the South
East,

JET_GUINEA MiEA. Jepanese from s destroyer have landed on ROSSEL
ISLAND off scuth East NPV CUINEA,

BUSSIA. %he Aussian advance north west of RZHEV has turned in the
general directicn of VIVZNE, In tle DONETS wrea Russian prossure is maintaic:

and some progress has besn zade,

3, AL OFERATIONS

IESTERH FRONT. 29th, 4 Spitfires attacked an alouhol distdllery
in NCATHERN FRAMCE starting fires and destroying one of the clsterns,

29th/30th, 16 heavy bombers were sent to attack the TIRPITE at
TROMDHEIM but failsd to locate her,

LIEZA. =27th/28th, Wellingtens dropped 25 tons of bombe cn traffis
betmen AGHEIIA and ANTELAT and damaged a mumbes =f wvehisles,

28th, Hlenheims bombed M.T, west of USUS and fighters destroyed
zaws than 50 vehioles, including an emsunition lorry and 5 petrel lerries, Aboud
40 more were damaged and several troops killed,



EURMA. 29th, 40 enemy fighters were intercepted in the RANDOON
mnwmﬂmm?dmtmﬁwmmmmmmmdu-

troyed 12, probebly destroyed & and demaged 9 without loes to themselvas,
LAIAYA. 27th/28th, Our aireraft bombed KUANTAN serodroms
ZTth, Mwmmﬂnfmudmrmbmm-miu

gunned by enemy aircraft, Dmununrﬂghtumdnutrwudmdmoﬂurdmxi

by our fighters, SINGAPCRE ISIAND was attachsd on the 28th and 20th/25th,

Damage was slight,
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Information received up to 7 A.é., 3lst Jenunry, 1942.
1. HAVAL

one of H.M. Trerlers Wl sunk in the Humber yesterday by »
Jurkere B8 which vas later shot dosm, Another ip overdus at Gibraltur wnd
must be considered lost and a third was torpedoed off Bardit on 29th. A
amall Dutch ship was sunk by bombe at Belawan (fumatra) on 27nd.
2. MILITARY

LIEYA. During the 29th enemy mcbile columne wers operating to-
pards Tocrn and un onemy mobile force was in contact cith our irocps between
Msus and Charrubs, but -ithdrew. Our patrols wers active west and southvest
of Mekili mnd Tengedor but there was no major engagement during tho day.

MALAYA, 4.30 P.M,, 30th. Little to report. In the western
sector ambushes leid by one of the Indisn infantry brigades inflicted patis-
factory cnemy casualtiss.

BURMA. 30th. Fightlng has agair broken out two miles sast of
Moulmein on the Atarsh Fiver. The enemy in the Moulsein sres has been re-
inforced both on the esst and notth.

CELEBES. FEnemy has landed at Buton.

RUSSIA. The Ruscimns have made further projress north of Smdlensk
towards Vitebsk end also in the Donetz sector torards Dniepropetrovsk.
3.  AIR OPERATIONS

vpptern front.  29th/30th.  No airereft attacked the TIRPITZ
owing to thick cloud and pevere lcing. One Helifax came dovn in the sea,
erew rescued,

30th/31st. A Hudson hit & 930 ton enemy ship off Cuxhaven.

LIBYA. 29th. Sendstorms restricted operations.

29th,/30th, Eight Malta Uellijgtons attacked mechanical transport
and other military cbjectives between Tripoll (L) and Buerst el Heun.

Hediterranean. 29th/30th. Naval sireraft torpedoed a 5,000
ton ahip probubly a tanker golng towards Tripoli (L) and set her on fire,

MALAYA. 29th, Tro enemy attacks on Seletar asrodrome, Eing-
apore Island, rendered it unserviceable, The [irst attack was intercepted and
tventy-seven bombers Jettiscned their bombs. Tvo of them were destroyed and
a third probably destroyed. Considerable demage was caused by incendiaries
at Kulai seventeen miles northwest of Johore Bahru.



Hetherlands East Indies., 28th.
BORNEC. Enemy alrcralt destroyed tvo Dutch fighters on tha
pround ot Ssesarunds and also attacked the rercdrome at Pontlanak., Other
nir attacks were reported on imboina and Sumbawa acrodromes.
HE BRITAIN. 28th/29th. Five Australlan Catilines ntiacked
Aebaul. At least twelve vessels wers teen in the Harbour and tws of them
were probubly hit.
b Arereft casualties in operations over and {rom the Britlsh Ioles.
Geraun - cne destroyed, one damaged.
British - one bomber.



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

2nd February, 1942.

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein copies of the latest
report received from London on the Military

situation. It was dated 1st February, 1942,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,
Very singcerely yours,

(Por tha Anbagesdor)

/?,J.' (;,_/,«LJL

The Honourable
Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 AM,, lst February, 1942,
1. NAVAL

Photegraphie reconnaissance cn the 3let located the battleship
TIRPITZ and & tanker at TRONDATEM, and ancther photographic reccunaissance of
BREST located the SCHARNHORST and GHEISEMAU at the torpedo-boat station and
FRINZ EUGEN at the ccaling wharf, A Cerman ship, probably the SPREEMIALD
(5,000 tons), reported on 3lst in English and German that she had besn ter-
pedoed 400 mijes North of AZCRES and wes on fire and sinking and had British
priscners on beard, OCorvettes have been sent, An ex=United States cosstguard
cutter has been torpedced and sunk in the Atlantic while escorting a homeward-
bound convoy, An 8,000 ton tanker was torpedced and abandoned on tha 15th
East of NEWFOUNDLAND, and survivers from a small Greek ship have been landed
at 5T, JOHN'S, A medium sized British merchant vessel was sunk by submarine
gunfire on the 30th 50 miles East of HADRAS, An 8,000 ton British ship, ine
dependantly routed from BUENOS AIRES to the UNITED KIVGDOM, was torpadosd this
morning 300 miles SoutheEast of NEW YORK,

2o LILITARY
LIEIA. On the 3lst, there waes no forward movement of enemy

main bodles, which were in the area BENINA-ISUS, Their patrols were, hewever,
active as far as MARATA, Our forces were approximately on & line EL GARIB-
CHARRUBA-TENGEDER with patrols pushed well forward, Part of the 7th Indien
Infantry Brigade, which had been cut off in the EEMGHAZI area, has broken
through and is recrganizing,

MAIAYA. During the night 30th/3lst, Our forces effected their
withdrawal to SINGAPCRE ISLAND in spite of contimued enemy pressmure, The cause-
way has been treached, Part of an Indian Brigede which was cut off two days
provicusly has not yet refoined during five nights beginning 26th/27th, the
Royal Mavy evacuated nearly 2,000 all ranks, British and Indian, who hed been
eut off on the West Coast of JOHOHE,

EUEMA, On the 30th, MOULIEIN was heavily attacked, and fightiny
contimied throughout the night, During the 3lat, ocur troops were withdrawn

to the Test bank of the SALWEEN RIVER,
HIBSIA. South-East of VYAZHA, the Russians have made further

progress towards the town, In the DOMETS Sector Ruselan attacks are continuirg,
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3. AR CECRATIONS

HESTERN FROMT, 31st, A Hudoon bombed a 3,500 ton freighter
in convey off HOLLAND, Two hits wers followed by smoke from amidships, 3Ilet
January/l1st Fetruary, 131 aircraft were sent out - BREST 72, ST, MAZILIE 3,
HAVEE 14, leaflets 13, Five btembers are misaing, Rosults were mainly uncb=
served owing to heavy olowd, 12 R.0.A.F, aircraft participated without casual-
tiea,

LIBXA. 29th/30th, "ellingtons and Liberators bembed enemy
supply columns in the AGH ILA-JEDADYA Arvea, Alrcraft attacked military cbe
Jeotives at IISIRATA and mechanical transport parks south of TRIPOLI (L), They
also hit an 8,000 ton merchant vessel merth of TRIPOLI and a :.;.mu ton ship
off CAFE BON, Both vessels were left atationary and 1isting,

LALTA, On the 30th and 3lst, Enemy aircraft caused slight
damage at HAL FAR asrodrome mhich, with TAKALT watore y resains unservice-
atle, Dockyerd property wes alsc damaged,

LALAYA, 30th, Enemy aircraft bombed the docks area at SINGA=-
PORE, and en Jlet SEIETAR marodrems was attacked by 27 heavy bombers, Some
bulldings wore destroyed snd the aerodrome 1s sti1l unservicesbls, Our
fighters destroyed four enemy aireraft, probably destroyed cne and damaged one,
Tmo of our fighters are misaing,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Pebruary 3rd, 1942,
wiboreir
Dear Mr. Preasident,
I encloss herein a copy of

the latest report received from London
on the military situation, It is
dated Pebruary 2Znd,
Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,
Very sincerely yours,

(Por the Ambassader)

7. (1__/444

The Honoureble
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 A.M,, 2nd February, 1942,
1, HAUAL

lst, One of H, M, destroyere shot down a JU 88 off COANTALL and
ona of our corvettes shot dewn & Fecks Wulf off the west coast of IHELAND,

Twg British naval m:l.li.lr;r vessels ware sunk by bombs off the
east ccast of SUMATRA cn the 22nd, A 5,000 ton British merchant vessel was
torpedoed 300 miles off CAPE RACE on the 26th, Survivers have been landed at
HALIFAX,

2o  MILITARY
LIEYA. 31st, An Indian Divisicn wae engaged by the enemy in the

ovening withirew to approximately northesouth line through SLONTA, Owr columns
were active in the GHARGUBA area and tc the scuth, and & Scuth Afrisan armoursd
car regiment drove back small columns in the locality 15 miles scuth of CHAR-
RUBA ard in the MSUS area, On the morning of the lst, 3 columne of enemy M,T,
were reported to be moving east in the MARANUA-CHARRUBA areas,

SIGAPCRE., 3lst/lst, Our artillery carried out harrassing fire
on concentration of emall oraft and on lst engaged onemy troops on the mairnland.

HETHERIANDS EAST DIDIES. The Jopamse attack in ncrthewest BORNEC
is progressing,

RUSSJA, FINLAMD and IENINGRAD secters, MNothing new, LAKE TLMEN =
LAKE SELOGER seotor, Further Russian sdvance southwest of KHOIM and scuthwest
of TOROPETS, Central Sector, Southwest of BAPADNAYA DVINA Russians have made
ccnaidersble progress and now hold VELIZH (50 miles nerthesst of VITEBSK),
Russian attack on BELY has been held tut weak Russian forees including para-
chutists are astride the SMOLENSE = VYASMA Road and Russian cavalry has reachad
OORKOVA erea frem the nerth, Nerthwest of YUXHNOV Russians have reached a
point 20 miles E,5,E. of VEASMA, General Meson MacFarlane reperted on 29th that
wost of MOSCOW the line ran north and south through GJATSE and that Russian
advanoe hore was meeting with considerable opposition, Nertheast of KURSK
German counter attacks suceessful, DOMETS Front, Further considerabls Rus-
slan progross, JArea of penetration widened and deepensd, Main axls of advanos
towards PAVIODAR, Indications that large scale Oerman concentrie counter at-
tack about to develop,

GRIMEL. OGerman capture of FEODOSIA confirmed, Ldne now rune north
and south across narrowest pegt of KEROH ISTHIS,
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CONCLUSTONS,  MCST JUPORTANT DEVELOFMEINTS.
(1) Extensiocns of Russian drive towards LENINGRAD=-CRSHA railwaey,
{41) Further German withdrawal from salient west of [ISCON coupled
with Russian pincer mevement to envelop remaining German foroes in this area,
(441) Continued progress by Russian counter cffensive in DONETS
area which is asmming considerable properticns, Unless Cerman counter attack
can restore situation, withdrawal to DNIEFER line may prove inevitable whioh
might even result in Germans kaving to abandon CRILEA,

3o AR OFERATION

LIB¥A. 30th/lst, Wellingtons dropped 45 tons of bembe on T,
between AGHEILA and JEDABYA, "ellingtons attacked an IN,T, depot south of
TRIPOLI,

1st, Hurricanss destroyed transpert and inflicted casualtiea on
troops cn the GHEMINES Read,

DURMA. 1st, Elenheims bembed KADO near MARTABAN and inflicted
considerable damage on river oraft,

BACIFIC. 30th/3ls, 5 R.A.A.F, Catalinas bombed RABAUL aercdrome
ard onemy airoreft attacked SALAMAUA (northeast MEV GUINBA).

German = 2 destroyed,
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Pebruary Lth, 1342

Daapr Mr. President,

1 encleoee herein copies of
the lateat reporte received Irom
Londen on the military situstion.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Yery sincerely yours,

Hat. fex

The Honourahle
Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
President of tha United Itater of Americs,

Washingten, D. C.
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Inforpation received up to 7 AJM,, 3 February, 1942,

L. NAVAL

Two of H,M, trawlers were sunk by bombs yesterdsy off the East
Jcast, Ome of HM, sutmarines sccred a hit on & merchant ship of{ SICILY on
25/1, A Duteh tarker was torpedced sast of HALIFAX on the 1st/2nd,

2, MILITAEX
LIEZA. Situation to morning of 2nd showed the Lth Indian Division,

less the Tth Brigede, had successfully withdram east of the 1line CYRENE = EL
FAIDIA, The remainder of our forward troops are dispesed south of this lire,
Enemy mobile forces closely followed up the 4th Indian Divislen, but further

south have nct repest net attempted to sdvance beyond the MSUS and CHARRUBA areas,
whers our mobile patrols have been in contact, Most of the 7th Indlan Brigade and
attached artillery have rojolned although much of this brigede's equipment had to
be destroyed, It 1s thought that not mare than 1,000 of cur troops have been cap=
tured in the operaticns arcund BEIGHAZI,

EIICAPGAE. No enemy ground activity, Alr rald casualties 30th
aslxty=five killed,

BUEMA. The Japansse are bullding rafts near MOULMEIN for crossing
the river SALUEEN,

RUSSIA. The speerbesd of the Russian drive in the DOIETS sector has
now advanosed to within less than fifty miles of DNSIFROFETROVSK,

3. AIR OFCRATIONS

FESTERM FRQUT. 2nd, Two Spitfires sent to nar thwest FRANGE met six
Mo, 109%s, One enemy alroraft was destroyed and two damaged, Ome Spitfire was
lost, Four Beauforts attacked a i;ﬂm ton tanker off BAEST and estimated at least
one hit, Two of them orashed into the sea,

LIEYA. 31s%/1st, Wellingtons dropped twemty tons of bembs on enemy
mechanical transport in the AGHEILA and JEDABYA areas, Twoe Foriresses dropped
two tons on MISURATA, IMine enemy aircraft bombed IL ATEM merodrome deatroying
one of cur alveraft severely dsmaging four and slightly demaging twelve,

SDOAPERE. 3lst/lst, lst and 2nd, Enemy adreraft attacked our
asrcdremes and the Mavel base, Slight demage was caused at KALPANG aercdrome and
SEIETAR remains unserviceable, Our troops and anti=aireraft gune were dive-
bombed without damage or casualties,
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Following !Ll supplementary resumt of operational events covoring the
poriod 22nd=29th Jamary, 1942,
Lo NAVAL

Casunlties reported in the loss of H.!.S, BARHAN were 56 of floars and
B0B ratings, 717 ratings are missing frem H,1..5, NEPTUME, All ships were success-
fully evacuated from BENGHAZI, Owver forty U=boats were operating in the Nerth
M.lnnt;h., a large mmber of them being ceoncentrated off the Horth Amorican Ceast,
Othera have been reported off DERINDA, AZCRES, Test of IRELAMD, and near GIERALTAR,
The estimated strength of the German sutmarine fleet on 3rd January wmas 230, of
which about sixty had been ccrmissioned in the last three months, Shipping casual-
ties were heavier than in recent woeks larpelr due to submarins attacks off the
East coast of North America where 17 ships were torpedoed, In Eastern waters twe
ships were sunk by nul:-nrim, tmo by aireraft and ome by mine, Late motification
of losses sustained in the previous week also contributed to the increased total,
Imparts in conmvey into the United Kingdom during the week ending 24th were 1,014,
000 tons including 367,000 tons of oil, BEstimated Japansse lesses which at present
ean only be approximate sre as follows: (First figure sunk, second figure damaged,)

Battleshipa one twa
Cruiserz Torea edpht
Deatroyuss saven four
Alreraft Corrlers nil cue
Submarines Towr

Yerchant Vessels Thirty=tio :i-lut:l.uh

2. MILIMRT

QEMANT. Thile the fighting on the Hussian frout contiruss at 1ta
present intensity, no large transfers of Germen divisicns ere pessible but seme
minor tendencies ere cbservabls, The mmber of German divisicns in the Belkans has
probably been reduced and it is even possible that nome remaln in RUMANTA and BUL-
GARIA, Every availlable divisicn has been sent to the Nussian front including pro-
bably at least cne from YUOOSLAVIA, its place being taken thers by Pulgarian troops,
Abeut seven low catepory divisions in FRANCE appear to have changed places with an
equal mmber of tired divisions from the Russlan front, There has been scme
slight movement of troops from Vestern France to the stroteh of coast tetmeen
DUMEIRE and HAVRE which serves to oconfirm the absence of any intention in the near
futurs against SPAIN, Lastly but possibly of considerable impertarce, cne German
division together with G,H,Q, troops, anti-airoraft rogiments, etoc., may perhaps
have arrived in ITALY from GFEUMANY, HReports of one or two new Oerman armoursd

divisicns being oreated in FRANCE probably refer merely to tank treining schools,
The Oerman arsy remains stretched to the utmost in coping with ita tasks,

=
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LIEYA, Rommel's force, advancing repidly through JEDABYA, scared a
mmummywmmﬁmau-hnhnm-mmmmmm
area, His tank units showed as markedly as ever their high training in mechanised
open warfare, and on this oceasien partloularly the scouracy of their shooting,

He inflieted on us heavy tamk casualties, so that he has not only seized the inl-
tiative btut has placed himeelf at a considerable advantage and can hope for the
poment to retain it, This does not necessarily imply & further eontinued eastmards
advance by the ensmy but that with our temperarily reduced tark strength ve cannot
now hope to remms the offensive as early as we had Intended, The enemy also will
have his transport and supply problems to solve ns he thus extends his 1line of com=
sunicatien, he is likely to renew his efforts to transport eurplies from ITALY,
and an unconfirmed report indicates the possible future despatch to TRIFOLI of
another Italian armoursd division,

FAR EAST. In the PHILIFPINES, the enemy seems to bo preparing to A
tempt & final aseault on the positions of the U/ITED STATES trcops in the BATAAN
PENINGULA, In MALAYA though he has reached the JOHORE STRAIT, it 1= not certain
that ke will proceed to sterm SINGATORE, Both here and at MANILL where ls & pos-
sibility of his resorting to oiegs teotdes, rather than aiming ~r the immsdiate
ocapture of thess two points which would be costly for him, towaras BURMA, the
enemy sesms likely to intensify his attack (already ancther Jararese divisien ls
probably on the way towards MOUUEIN frem EQUTH INDO CHIML) in the hope of cap—
turing RANGOON and blocking tas BURMA ROAD,

QUSSIA, The Russian advance on & wide front from the DONETS DASIN is
progressing well and may prove at lesst as imporiant as the twin thrusts in the
north (weat of RZEEV and west of KALUGA) between the NMOZHAISE saliont is diminish-
ing as the Germans withdraw towards VIASMA, for on the KHARNOY - STLIND frent,
the enemy was entrenched en a strong line, which he had evidently intended to hold
throughout the winter, His dislodgement from this J_!.m, which is now taking p:!.u::a;
threateans his whole positien in the triangle DNIFFIOFETROVEK<TAGANROG=IELITOFOS,
The Fussian advance in this sscter 1s the mers creditable innsmuch as it has to
be made for the most part through industrial country, As the enemy retireda townrds
the DNIEFER, his latersl supply difficultdes in the centre, between SIIOLINSK and
DNIEFROPETROVEK, must iucresss with the eutting of the relatively few nowth=
south reilways, In general the Russian offensive continues, and there we as @t
po indisatiens s to vhere and when the Gormana will be able te stabilise the line,

BALKAJE. Reperts of severe weather conditicns arrive from all parts
of southesnst EUROPE, The DANUEE is olosed to all shipping, and Lie-floes have
formed on the BLACK SEA for the firat time since 1929, Serious disloostion of rall-
way traffic in AUMANTA,



=3 =

SIMGAPCRE. Japanese combined cperaticns tacties, The landing st
KOTA BHARU on 8th December was mede from three transports botween midnight and 2
AM, at high tide, The sea was very rough and Jananese losses from dromming were
heavy, Prior to the operations, two beats landed small parties of engineers to
fix two guiding 1ights, These oraft were not heard owing to the nclee of the
gurf, There was mo supperting fire during the initial landing, Joraness alreralt
arrived about 5 AM, The first meln landings were made upecreek, Supperting fire
from ships was directed against pdll boxes which mere situated neer the top of
the beach, The M,G, fire from these pill boxes, pombined with the barbed wire de-
fenoes caused heavy casualties among the Japanese, Before the KOTA BHARD landing,
practice landings had been carried out off HAIWAN, The landing party carried rice

for five days and emergency raticns for cne day,

3. AL OFERATIOIS
IESTERN FRONT. Our night bombers met with better weather and scme

attacks tock place in excellent visibility, a total of 530 tons of high explosive
bombs were released, in the principal cperations, 228 tone were dropped on poou-
pled territery and 192 tons on GERMANY, Enemy activity inaignificant,

MED ITERAAITAN,

LIBEA, Our bombers and fighters carried cut a serles of contimicus
ard highly successful cperations, inflicting heavy casualties on troops amd vehio=
les, Shipping in TRIPOLI HARBOUR was heavily attocked by Tellingtons, Much acti-
vity by enemy fighters in form of eweeps over the battle area and dive bomber
escorts, the majority of German long range bombers cperated from GREECE agninst
cur coastal sea and land communicaticns,

VALTA. Beavy raids continued, in three days, 165 aireral’t attacked
ihe island particularly the asrodromes, Our fighters were hampered by weather and
mter=logged asrodromes but made some interceptions,

PORML , Jopaneso alroraft attempilng to bomb the RANICOA aarodrrinn
zere severely dealt with by our fighters and these of the American Volunteer Grous,

_ BALAYA, Cur alr cperaticns were directed ohiefly against Japasoce
troops, their communications, concentration sreas and bases, A landing faroe ee
parted by navel units wans attacked off ENDAU, The Jmpanese hoavily bonbad om
perodromes on SINGAPORE IBLail, putting two of them temporarily out of action,
destroying 13 airoraft on the ground and dameging 38, Our fighters intoroopted
and on some cocesions forced the enesy to Jettisin their bembs, But on the whelis,

Japarsse alr lesses in these raids were not heavy,



4

bs Extracts frem photegraphic and intelligence reperts on results of
air attacks cn enemy territery in EURCFE,

COLQUME. 116h/12th December, Bombs fell on the BERLINWCOLIGNE ex-
muitmmhrmmutnlhthnnndllmmmofmhda (# 8 groups
missirg).

# (alled for,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February Sth, 1942

Dear Mr. Fresident,

I enclose herein & copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It wae
dated February Lth, 1942.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

Hone

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Freeident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

BEGLASS TP IO

By Atidkowiiy -M{,
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Informaticn received up to 7 A,M,, 4th February, 1942,
L MAVAL

One of H,M, sutmarines attacked a convey of three merchant ves=
sels escorted by three destroyera scuth of MESSINA, A ehip of 3,500 tons was
hit and probably sunk, A Swedish 15.,030 ten vessel ms torpedoed on the 3rd
off CAPE FATTERAS, and a small British merchant ship was torpedoed off HALIFAX
on the 4th, No further details,

2 MILILEX

LIEXA. The withdrewal of our ferces pivoting on MEXILI cone
tinued during the might 2/%d, and cur line now runs north east to south west
frem TMINT in direction of TENGEDER, There ir no sign that this withdrawal
has been follgwed up, and it would appear that the enemy sre still in the MSUS
ares and east of CYRENE, COur mobile columns and fighting patrols are acting
wast and scuthwest of MEKILI, Alr reported 2nd, Ares MSUS « EL ABIAR and all
western CYRENAICA water-logged, A Scuth African detachment has returned from
8 rald near BUERAT EL HSUN, 21 enemy mechanical transport, ineluding twe
largest type tank lorries with traller, were destroyed, communiosticns were out
and some casunlties inflicted, No publicity given,

Jo AL QFERATION
&IETA. 1st, 4 Beaufighters attacked mechanical tramsport and

petrel lorries in the SIRTE area, Blenheims also bombed mechaniral transport
west of BUERAT EL HSUN, nc large conveys wers seen, Fighters patrolled over
war trocpe but no enemy alreraft were seen,

lat/2nd, Four Wellingtons attacked mechanical transport in the
area south west of JEDABYA,

IEDITERRANEAN. 2nd/3rd, Four Naval aireraft registered cne and
poasibly two hits cn a merchant vessel, ' Five Wellingtcns attacked MAPLES and
hits were seen on the docks, railwsy marshalling yards and the repair bese.
Another "ellington hit the quay at PALERMO with a four thousand pound bemb,’
Hurricanes patrolled over Sioilian merodremes and destroyed cne bomber cn the
ground,

MALTA. 2nd/3rd, 3rd, A total of 30 aireraft attacked, Sericus
damage fo the slipway and to a Sunderland was caused at KALAFRAMA, One Junkers
88 was probably destroyed by antieairoraft firs,



BURMA. 3rd, 20 bembers and 9 Fighters oarried cut a raid on
TOUNGOO0, Ko damage is reported,

BALAYA. 2nd/3rd, 47 heavy bombers attacked SINGAPORE, ware=
houses at the docke and an oil cistern were set on fire, Considerable
material damage wes caused ard there were some military casualties, Civilian
labour has disappearsd, One bomber was shot dowm by antiesircraft guns, At
tacks were also made on shipping scuth of SINGAPOHE ISLAND,

b Reference my OFTEL Mo, 34, paragraph 4,

The shoormal movements of oil from GERMANY to ITALY through
BASIE have evidently been less than was stated, It is now reliably estimated
that the total transperted by this route between December 12th and January 18th

mas 50=80,000 tons,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

6th Pebruary, 1042,

Dear Nr, Prasideant,

I sncloae harein a gopy of tha
latast raport racaived fronm London on tha
military aituntion. It was dated Gth FPebrusry,
1342,

Belisve ma,

Dear lr. Prealdant,

Vary sincarely yours,

'ﬂh’}/m

Tha Honourabls
Franklin D, Roosavalt,
Frosident of the United 3tates of Amarica,
Washington, 1.0,
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Information received up to 7 4,M,, 5th February, 1942,
1, JNAVAL

3rd/4th, HM, Destroyer ATHERSTOME in company with a Polish des-
troyer engaged twe laden sastbound ships off the CHANMEL ISLAMNDS and laft them
ainking, A photographic recennaissance of BREST on the Lth showed the FRINZ
EWEN entering the rosdstesd, the pilot of the sirerast roported seeing two
other large shipa with the FRINZ EUGEN, but these were not covered h:r the photo-
graph, HM, submarine P, 36 torpedced s merchant vessel of about 5,000 tons off
TRIPOLI (L) on the 24th, A small Panamanian merchant ship waa torpedoed en the
4th south of DELAVARE BAY and is reported sinking,

2s  MILITARY

LIBYA, Enemy infantry attacked our trocps in the TUIMI area on
the afterncen of the Ird and ware repulsed, We are now helding positicns ba=
troen GAZAIA and the TRIGH EL ABD mith armoured patrols covering the fronmt,

SUCAPHE. ﬁutha.{ththuanwahﬂhdthnnnnlbluud
SEMBARANG mercdrome but caused no domage, Our artillery engaged targets in
JOHORE BARAD,

EIRMA, Japanese forees on the BURMA front are now estimated at
one division in the MOUIMEIN-UESOD area, one division further nerth with head-
quarters at CHIENG-MAT, and cne division with tank units, in reserve centred
on BANGECK, with probably detachments on the TAVOY COAST,

HNETHERIANDS EAST TMDIES, There are indications that the Japaness

are plasning to cocupy eercdromes in the PALRMBAMNG area in SUMATRA,

3. AIR OFERATIONS

LIiEh. 3rd, Huoricanss attasked considerabls eastbound traffis
on reads west of DERNA and east of MARTURA causing many casualties,

SICILL. 4th, Blenheims attacked railway communications near
PALERMO, amﬂummmthnorthmntum.

MALTA. Miqmmu-mmhatmnmmmnh,
mhﬁmmhﬂmmhm:ﬂmimdmmumhw-
u;untrmmmmmm:wmamm _

A second attack on KALAFRANA caused negligible damage, Our fightera,
throe orthn‘.nhmmling, dﬂgﬂ&cwrﬂmmu. fire damaged a fif+k,
mmm% SIMMAPORE was raided several times on the 4th but most of

sea, mmmm-mmuu;nam and two
others damaged by A4, fire,
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
February Tth, 1942
i
Dear Mr, President,
I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London

on the military situation, It was
dated Pebruary Gth,
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincerely yours,

Hatper.

The Honourable
Pranklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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QPTEL No, 44

Informatlion received up to 7 4.M,, 6th February, 1942,
1. BAVAL

One of H.U, Corvettes, eacorting an cutward convoy, was tor-
pedoed on night 5th/éth Nerth West of IRELAND, 39 survivors have been picked up.
An enemy miroraft was destroyed by a small British serchant ship off the HUMHER
yesterday, Adreraft attacks on shipping off SINGAP(RE on the Znd and 3rd results
in four ships, totalling about 25,000 tons and including cne tanker, being set on
fire, One of them had to be sbandoned and another beached, In nddltinn,rl amall
ship was sunk, A 5,000 ten British ship, on convoy to RUSSIA, ie overdus and
mist be considered lest,

2 MILITARY

LIBY¥A. 5th. There was 8light enemy movement eastwards along
road from DERNA and CARMUSA mnd in the area nidway betwesn TMIMI and MEKTILI,

SINGAPORE, Exchengea of artillery fire continue,

BURMA, Ath, Situation generally satisfactory, Enemy activity
at PAAN is incressing, Our troops in this area are now west of the River SALWEEN,
deveral parties of cur troops which were cut off at MOULMETIN have now rejoined.
3. AIR OPERATIONS

LIEYA. On the 3rd/ith and ith eneny mechanical transport was
bombed and machine gunned on the EENGHAZI-BARCE Read and in the MARTUPT ares.

On the 4th/5th, seven Wellingtons attacked a mechanical transport park south of
TRIPOLI starting many fires which develcped into a large blaze,

MALTA. Sth, &g enemy fightera and bombars operated, their
chief cbjective being delivery aircraft,

EUMA. 4th, 12 bombers, escorted by 15 fighters, attacked
TOUNGOO merodrome mnd damaged one Elenheim and three Lysanders, Two Hurricangs
were also slightly damaged. Two of our Blenheims bombed PAAN,

SINGAPORE. 3rd, Civilian casualties 22 killed, 4th, Our
trocpe and patrol eraft in the northern part of the island were dive bombed and
shipping south east of SINGAP(RE vas attacked, On the 5th, enemy bombing caused
considerable damage to eivilian property in waricus districts,

EACIFIC AREA. 3rd/fith, Five R.A.A.F. Catalinas attacked
shipping st RABAUL, Omne large vessel was probably hit, 4th. Enemy flying boate
attacked PORT MORESHY and damaged the power atation and telephones systems,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 9th, 1542

Dear Mr. FPresident,

I enclose herein & copy of

the latest report received from London
on the military situation, It was
dated Pebruary 7th, 1942.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

x{fqagﬁgxg

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presidant of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.

DEGLASSIFIED ' ’ :
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Information received up to 7 A.M,, Tth February, 1942,
1. JNAVAL

On the afterncon of the 6th during an attack on an East Coast convoy
two enemy aireraft were damaged by the escorting Mavel units, The comvoy was un=
damaged, A emall British merchant vessel bombed on the 5th off the HUMBER 18 now
presumed sunk, All erew safe, A British tanker torpedosd cn the 3rd 30 miles
Test of COLOMBO has returmed to pert safely, The EMPRESS OF ASIA is prectically
burnt out but i1t 1s possible that contents of holds may be salvaged,

2 MILEX |

LIBZA. 6th morning, There was 1ittle enemy mcvament elther North-
Tlest of GAZALA or in the MSUS mrea, Patrols were however reported at MEEILI ard
on the Coast road ten miles Weet of GAZALA, Our line runs Scuthward frem CAZATA
with fighting patrols and mobile columns cperating to the Mest and Morth-Teat.

ELGAPQEE. Thers has been inereased enesy shelling of SELATAR coval
base and serodrome, Enemy dive bombing end machine gun attecks on owr forwerd
areas on the North shore of the Island caused only slight casualties,

EBUENA+ There has beon increased enomy patrolling activity at PAAN,
Enemy (7eavalry) and cur carriers in meticn, Smell snemy forces have crossed the
Hiver SAINEEN 120 miles Morth of MARTABAN and have engaged in the PAPUN area,

3« AJR CEERATIONS ;

HESTERN FRONT. 6th, One of our aircraft is missing frem a mine
laying mission, Oth/Tth, B8itty bombers were sent to attack the German ships a%
EREST, Ome is missing ard two orashed on return, Throe members of erews killad,

LALTA. 6%h, 63 enemy aircraft attacked and caused much demage is
property, Two were shot dom by A A, fire,

LIEYA. 5th, Our fighters attacked enemy moior tmancport near THIET,
Ty also intercepted and dispereed three enemy formaticns which mttacked EL ADTM
aevodrome during the day destroying m, - un, probably destooying cne J7 63
and damaging two others, One Tomahavk was destroyed ca the ground, 5th/éth,
Wellingtons again bombed the moter transpor: park south cf TITPULI (L),

EIfMA. 4th. Eleven Lysanders bonbed and machs aeeguraxl an anedr
aerodrome demaging hangars wod destroying one airoraft on the ground, 5th, PAAK
was attacked by Hlenheims el & bullding, thought to be Jajanedn Hosdquarters was
hit, 6th, RANCOON was sttacked by thirty onsuy fighters, ten were destroyed am
ten others probably destroyed without loas to ocurselves,

i — F I
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SIGAPGRE, Ath, Olvilian casualties, 42 killed, Final total

killed December, 178, Jamuary, 1494, 6th, The town was attacked by 20 heavy
bembers esccrted by fighters but littls damage was caused, Our fighters destrey !
one alreraft and damaged four cthers, Our losses, two Rurricanes; one pilot sal

4o JETHTIANDS EAST TMDIES

There are indications of imminent enemy acticn sgainst HACASZAR,
SIMBAWA and South-Easi SUMATRA,

Corrigendum to OPTEL No, 44, Paragraph 2, LIBYA, for "road” read
froadat,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Tt i— 8th February, 1942,

Dear Mr,. President,

I enclosa herain a copy of the
latest report report received from London
on the military aituation. It waa dated
8th February, 1942.

Balleve ma,
Dear Mr., President,

Very slneceraly yours,

DECLASSIFIED - 2

By Authority E.T_Wo{)
The Honourable 7 FEB 91972
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Franklin Y, Roosavelt,
President of the United 3tates of America,

Washington, D.C.
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QPTEL Jio, 46

Information received up to 7 A,M,, 8th February, 1942,
1, HAVAL ATTACKS ON SHIPPING

By raider 5th/6th, Small Panamanian ship attacked 83C miles larih

East of BERMUDA, 25 survivors,

By submarine Tth, British vessel, 6,500 tons, repertsd being shelisl
off HALTFAX, Survivors have been landed at LISBON from & ©,000 ton Novregian
tanker cutward beund in conwvoy for ARUBA,

By air, EMPRESS OF JAPAN 26,000 tons, DUCHESS OF BEDFCRD, 20,000
tons end 0,5, WAKEFIELD, 42,000 tons, damaged at SINGAPORE on 30th, At PADANG,
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, on 29th January, 13,900 toms of Dutch shipping were =uik,
2. MILITARX

LIEZA. On the &th, our armoured car patrols were operating on tha
general line TENGEDER to 40 miles due South while Infantry patrels to MEXILT nad
the area midwey between !EKILI and MSUS reported no enemy movement, On the
GAZALA fromt the enemy are digging in,

BURMA. The situation has been mainly quiet but there have been snemy
concentrations of barges and considerable activity in the KADO area South of PAAN.

SIGAPORE, On the Tth, the enemy shelled cur positions frequently
tut ineffectively, An A,I.F, boat patrol suffered slight casualties, One cnemy
cralt with 30 men was sunk by our machine gun fire,

BUSSIA. The Russimns are mesting with inereased reailstance in the
EURSK area and in thelr advance towsrds DNIEPROPETROVSE,

3 ALR CEERATIONS

Tthy 3 of our afroraft are missing from a mine laying operation, Oms
Gorman fighter was destroyed during the day,

LIBEA. 5th, Two squadrons of Elenhedms scocred many direct hits en
M.T, in the MARTUBA area, It is estimated that about 100 vehicles were destroyed
or damaged during the day,

5th/6th, 24 Wellingtons bombed BENGHAZI and covered a successful
mins=laying eperation by other aireraft, Twe Liberators frem EGYPT dropped 7 toss
of bombs on TRIFOLT docks,

6th, Our fighters continued their attack on enemy motor transport,

3 Blenheims sent to attack two ships unloading at BUERAT EL HSUN were shot down

during their return,



6th/Tth, One 600 ton merchant vessel was hit of f CAFE DON and ancther
6,000 ton ship southbound was torpedoed off SFAX, One Swerdfish is missing, 7
Tellingtons bembed SIRTE,

BALTA. 6th and Tth, & total of 99 enemy bombers and fightars at-
tacked HAL FAR and danaged some Wuildings, One ensny fightar was destromed Ly
iy, fire,

EURlL. 6th, 6 Lysanders, with fighter escort, bombed and machine
gunned fetiles and the railway station at HOULTZIN, On the Sth/btn, 13 atamy
boubers attacked NMINGALADOO without causing serious damage and on the Gt'=Tth
RANGOON was raided, Our fighters destroyed 4 bombers and probably dagtroyed twn
mOrE,

SIGAPGRE. 7th, Heavy air reide reported on following areas: GCHANGE
R.E, Stores Depots, KALLANG - aerodrome and GEYLANG = Eastern suburbs, An R,E.
explosives dump was hit and the railmay station damaged, Onme enamy bomber was
destroyed and cne probably deatroyed,

JAVA., 6th, SOURABAYA was again attacked and some damage cansed,

s There are indications of incressed Japanese mctivity on the SALTEEN
River about 100 miles north of MOUIMEIN and on the STAM-BURMA frontier north of
CHIENG MAI, Also of Japansse troop comvoys near the ANAMBAS ISLANDS, at BALIK-
PAPAN and off the south west promontory ef the CELEBES,

- On the 3rd and 4th, three French ships arrived at TUNIS and ancther
maa diacharged thers, ALl four have previcusly been reported as ocarrying lorries
and supplies from MARSEILLE to TUNIS destdined for LIBEA.

s Passenger train services have recently besn still further redused
tlroughout Germen cccupled and controllasd territory, the immediste reasens varying
betwoen operating diffioulties dus to severe wather, _il-ﬂantill military movemants
mmmmtmnrraulmrmmwm. Thile thess reascns are
plausitle and ccrrect as short term explanations, the scale and extent of these
reductions reflect the increasing strain upon the Buropean rallmey syatem,

Ta The recent arrival of tno more enemy ocargo ships at ISTAIBUL and the
mnmhﬁmthﬂorwgomhothﬂmmmmHmnu & remmption of
regular sea traffis between TRIESTE and ISTANBUL, _

8, anmmpmmwmm.trmmmu-mnurs,mmu-

lisved to be rubber It now aeems clear that the Spanish have given permission
umnmmﬁnummumummmmnuhmmwmm

to
SLERPCTION 70 OPTEL Moo 4l.
Page 4, para 4, line 4, Read "One of the biggest Cinemas",

i 4
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

——

February 10, 1942,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclcse herein a copy of the lateat

report received from London on the military
situation. It 1s dated February 9th,
Believe me,
Dear Mr., President,

Very sincerely yours,
The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

Weshlngton, D.C,
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Infermation receoived up to 7 A,l., 9th February, 1942,
1, HAVAL

me of H.M, subtmarines was damaged in collision with an ensmy
destroyer which she had unsuccessfully attacked off ARGOSTOLI on the Bth and ia
roturning to port, A Free French sorvette was torpedoed and sunk on the 8th off
HNETFOUNDLAND,

2, MILITARY

LIEYA. Nothing te report,

SIIGAPCEE. Bth, The enemy after heavy artillery fire landed in
unknown strength on the northwest comst on a fromt of abeut 5,000 (5,000 yards,
On the same day & small force landed on UBIN ISLAND, JOHORE STRAIT, and our
patrols withdrew after inflicting casualtles,

BURMA, Reference OPTEL Mo, 45, BURMA parsgraph, Small ferce 1n
PAPUN ares turned ocut to ba thirty Siemese irregulars whe have been dispersed
by the pelice forces,

JETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. AMBOINA is reported almost entirely in
enezy hands slthough guerilla fighting centinues,

3, AR OPERATIOND
DESIERM FRONT. 8th, Coastel command sent twenty-three aireraft

which included some R.G.A.F., on anti-shipping cperaticns off the Dutch coast,
A &,DGG ton merchant vessel was hit, Three alrcraft are missing including ome
R.C.A,F, and cne orashed, A Hudson bembed & 3,500 ton ship off the Nerweglan
coast leaving her low in the water and listing, Ome of cur fighters shot dewn
an anemy bomber near OSTEND,
LIBYA. 7th/Bth, Wellingtons cleimed at least three hits on
shipping at TRIPOLI (L) and naval scurces report that aireraft set on fire a
=y 'ﬂ_:.l.‘?hlnt vessel near LAMPEDUSA ISLAND,

- L MALTA. 7th, In sddition to the raids reported yesterday sixty-
onhe enemy airoraft attacked HAL FAR and LUQA aerodromes, At the former serdous
damage was done to stores and administrative bulldings and many crasers were
made on the merodrems, Tth/Bth, Farther craters were mede at HAL FAR and soms
adreraft on the ground were hit, Buildings st KALATRANA were severely damaged,

EURMA. Tthe Hurricanss made & low nltitudn sweop over NOULMEIN
and attacked sultabile cbjectives, B8th, Bombers, in suppert of our ground
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forees attacked a concentration of boats and barges nesr PAAN, Enemy fighters
miutmwtﬂhrhwlm:lndhmhummrmw“m
Tth, Two Japanese fighters were destroyed, two probably destroyed and four
damsged, Tth/Bth, NINGALADON and its satellite were bembed with 1ittle damage,

4+ JCE CONDITIONS

BALTIC. The belts are clesed, Navigation in the Sound is just
pessibls with iselr'sakers,

HOATH SBA. The inner end of OSLO FJORD is probably closed,
Southern Norweglan ports east of and including KRISTIUBAND (S5) are difficult
of access, There is ice up to the tene=fathom line off the west coast of DEMIARE,
HAMBURG is probably closed, Traffic in amd out of the Duteh ports north of
ROTTERDAM must be very restrioted,

DERURK STRAIT. There is & channel about sixty miles wide between
the edge of the pack loo and the northwest point of ICELAND (C),



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

i irr— 1l1th February, 1542,

Dear lr. Prasident,

I anclose hersin a copr of ths
lateat raport recaivad from London on
the military situntion, It was datsd
10th Fabruary, 1942,

Ballave me,
Daar lr. Fresident,

Vary sincerely youra,

For the Ambasaador)

ﬁjﬁ*_/,@%

The fonourahlas
Franklin D, Roosevalt,

‘rosident of theo Tnited Statea of Amarica,

Washington, D.O.
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SEIEL Jioa 4B
Information received up to 7 A.L, 10th February, 1542,

1, JAVAL

Photographic reconnaissances on the ninth showed the three German
ships sti]ll at BREST with four destroyers and TIRPITZ at TRONDHEIM,

The Free French corvette yesterdsy reported sunk is still aflcat
and in tow,

A 9,000 ton Norweglan tanker was torpedoed on the merning of the
Gth of f Warth West SCOTLAND but is still aflcat,

2, MILITARY
LIBYA. A column which moved out to attack the enemy on the Tth

reached a point 13 miles south of TMIMI on the 8th, Progress was slow owlng to
the nature of the ground and nelleconcealed enemy artillery, A South African
Patrol sncountered ths enemy nine miles meat of GAZALL and another patrol reached
a polnt 18 miles southeeast of MEXILI without meking contact,

SDGAPORE. During the night 8th/9th, enemy landed at several
points on the north-west coast of SINGAPORE ISLAND under cover of very heavy
artillery fire, Considersble infiltration was made before darm and strong enemy
parties had reached the neighborhood TENGAH=BULIM (four miles inland from northe
mest shore) by mid-day 9th, A counter-attack at TENGAH by A.IF. 18 thought to
have been unsuccessful, Our troops are withdrawing under pressure to a general
northescouth line SUNGEI KRANJI-SUNGEI JURONG, about thres miles west of BURIT
TIMAH on the SINGAPORE=JOHORE BAMRU road; The enemy attack is supperted by cone=
stant dive=bombing and machine=gunning, Both coast defence guns at PASTR LABA on
the weat coast were put out of sction by enemy dive-bembing and were latar dee
molished by our own trocps, Northern area has been cemparatively quiet with
intermittent enemy artillery fire, particularly directed on PAYA LEBAR and the
the west end of the naval base, Damage and casunlties slight,

3. AIR QFERATIONS
LIEfA. 7th/8th, 11 Wellingtens bombed BENGHAZI and BERCA merc-

dromes ard covered sugoessful mine laying by cther Wellingtons,

8th, Blenheims destroyed one aireraft on the ground at DERNL
aercdrome and Kittyhawks aoting as escort destroyed three German fighters in the
air, Four Kittyhawks lost, one pilct safe,



-2 -

MALTA. mwmmmm.wmnr-mnmhmum
32 Meseerscimddts 109 bombed TAKALI, Anti-aireraft damaged one Junkers 88,

SINGAPCRE. #th, Enemy aircraft made three hoavy attacks in the
CHANGI and TENGAH ares but caused no serieous damage, Hurricanss probably des-
troyed one bomber and damaged twe more,

9th, Our fighters were in the air almost contimually throughout
the day ageinst greatly supericr mmbers, They destroyed two anemy beshers and
probably destreyed three fighters and damsged nine others, Two Hurricanss were
lost, Enemy landings necessitated evacuation of TEIGAH sercdress and the dos-
truction of seme Swordfish aireraft,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 12th, 1942

Dear Mr, Preeident,
I enclose herein coples of
o the latest reporte received from
London on the military situation.
Believe me,
Dear lir. President,

Very sincerely yours,

.)§§L£%;:a;c

The Honourshble
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
 President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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QFTEL Mo, 43

|| Following is supplementary resums of cperational events covering
ths perlicd 29th January = 5th Felwuary, 1942,

1. HAVAL
Axis shipping casualties in the MEDITERRANEAN during Jamuary in=

flicted by cur naval forces totalled 50,490 toms surk, 7,216 probably sunk and
38,728 dameged, In demolitions carried cut in SINGAPORE doclgrard, the large
floating dock has been sunk and the power station, graving deck, pumping machine.—
and caissons put out of mction.

The battle crulsers SCHARNHCRST and ONEISENAU and the cruleers
FRINCE EUGEN appear to be ready for sea, Seven mine-sweepers and five torpedo
beata arrived at BREST between 26th and 29th Jaruary, In the BALTIC, the pocket
battleship ADMTRAL SCHEER and cruisers are also ready for sea, TIRFITZ was still
at TRONDHEIM orm 4th, Iittle change in number and dispoaition of U=boats cperating
in the Nerth Atlantie, A Japanese submarine flotilla is probably now based at

FENANG, Sulmarines have been operating off MADRAS and west of CEYLON, Shipping
losses were again considerable mainly owing te U=boat attacks off the east ccast
of NORTH AMFRICA where 11 ships were reported torpedoed, four were attacked by
«ubmarines Iin the INDIAN OCEAN, Shipping and transports were heavily attacked by
_Alroraft in the approaches to SINGAPORE,

Imports in convoy into the UNITED KINGDOM during week ending 3lst
~anuary wers 570,000 tons and included 153,000 tons of oil, An Italian 2,000 ten
tanker arrived at ISTANBUL on 3lst Jamuary and sailed for ITALY the following day

N33 daden,

~» WILITARY
LIBXA. Thuunf.ru.nqid to place himself astride the line of re=

'irement of the 7th Indian Infantry Brigade covering BEWGHAZI which was thus out
uff from the remainder of its divieion in the BARCE area, A quantity of equipment
and much transpert had to be abandoned and destroyed but isclated columns amoumtis
to the greater part of the Brigade and of its attached artillery succeeded in
fighting thelr way cut to the East, The perscnnel and moveable equirment at
HENGHAZI which had been mesembled in connecticn with the development of the poxt
as & base were evacuated over a period of several daye before the snemy sntered,
The enemy is probably now suffering from the same maintenance difficulties as
affeoted us when we were cperating in Western CYRENAICA, Fe hawg been compelled
%o withdraw about 200 miles,
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SDCAPCRE. The followlng reinforcements arrived during the week,
18th Division (less one Brigade already arrived), Reinforcements for 9th and 1lth
Indian Divisicns, One light tank squadron of 17 light tanks and one light anti-
aircraft btettery, Indien Army,

EAR EAST. Ewents during the week have shown,

(A) the gradual extensfon of enemy bases south and south-west in
BORNEO and the CELEEES, making s definite threst against the NALAY barrder,

(B) contimued ensmy air cperations south and southesast from the
BISMARK Archipelage,

(¢) definite indioations that the Japanese plan to oocoupy an aerce
dreme in THERPALEMBANG distriet of SUMATRA, The main intentions of the Japarsse
appear to be the reduction of SINGAPORE, the ending of resistance in the PHILIP=
PINES, an attack on BURMA to capturs RANGOON, and the cocupaticn of bases in the
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES to close the SUNDA STRAITS, There are indications of im-
minent enemy action to secure further basss in the METHERLANDS EAST I'DIES,

BUSSIA. Russian progrees contimiss tut German resistance s
atiffening partioularly on the central front before LOSCON whare German defansive
positions are believed to be strong and disposed in great depth, Frem the Oerman
peint of view the Russian threat to DNIEFROFETROVEK is probably the meost serious
eapect at present but there are no indiocations as to how the situation here is
itkely to develop in the near future,

3. AJE OFLRATIONS
HESTERN FRONT. A1l operaticns wers severely curtailed by bad

weather, Bomber commard could cperate on only two nights, Coastal command con=
timed their attacks on ensmy vessels, About 10,500 tons of shipping is thought
¢ have been hit,

LIEYA. Heevy attacks on enemy motor transport wers made throughoui
*he period, by our fighters and bembers by daylight and by bombers at night, 81
lons of bombs were dropped in three nights and cn cne of them every available
airoraft was used,

Eneny astivity by day was negligible,

It is sstimated that 24,000 tons of enemy shipping in the MEDITERR I
EAN was sunk or sericusly damaged during the week, chiefly by naval torpedo alr-
oraft,

BALLY+ Enemy attacks by day and night rere constant, the former
being the more severe and destructive, Enemy bosbers on daylight raids were
strongly escorted by fighters and directed their attacks cn our serodromes, two af
which remained water-logged and unservicsahls, :
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EEAST. MALAXLL: Our fighters covered the withdramal of our
treops to SINGAPORE ISIAND, Ouwr offensive operations were slight, The Japansss
made about tmenty attacks on SINDAPORE, damaging the ssrodromes and docks and
causing muperous gasualties among the clvilian Asiatise population, Six enesy
aivoraft were brought down by our fighters and eight by A, A,

; BUESSIA. The Buseian Alr Foree i malntaining a considerable effort
in co=gperation with their ground forees to the west of NOSCOW, It is directed
chiafly upon the congested roads by which the Oermans are retreating upen whish
mdvﬂuhuﬂmmuntwﬂh! Thers iz evidence of the effective-
ness of thd Russien alr attask, ILialson between the Infantry and the Alr Feree
is mainteined by an Adr Staff Officer with eash Infantry Divisional Headquarters
and air support is genmerally forthooming in aboud an hour, High-lovel attacks ov
German supply bases and seredremes have increased both by day and might, There is
evidence that parachute troope have been used in considerable mmbers cn the
contral fremt, In this sector, Russian activity by night increassed with a corres=
ponding decline in German night operations, In the daytigg, partigulerly in the
NOJAIST ssoter, German eir activity has been negligibles, snabling the Fusaians to
use the reads freely and thus maintaiy maximym pressurs along the freat,
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QFTEL No, 50

Information received up te 7 A.M,, 11th: February, 1942,
1. LAVAL

9th, H.M,5, LACMEDON (Boom Carrier) ';'u torpedoed by U-boat 45
miles scuth=east of CEYLON and has been taken in towy

10th, A small British merchant ship was damaged by aireraft off
north ccast of CORMFALL, 10th, A large British tanker reported torpedced 270

miles northewest of BERMUDA,

2, MILITARL
SINCAPORE. MNorthern Front: Several barges carrylng enemy trocpe

sore sunk in JOHORE STRAIT, 9th/10th, Further Japanese landings tock place
just west of the JOHORE Causeway, Our artillery, supported by mortars end
machine=gun fire, maintained harassing fire on the Ceuseway (16 cut of 18 in
anemy working party killed),

Western Front: Strong enemy pressure, supported by artillery fire,
dive=bombing and machinegun fire, has caused a general withdrawal to & line
sunning just West of the JOHORE BAFRU-SINGAP®RE roed os far south as BUKIT TILAH
village, thence south-west to SUNGEI PANDAN, with scme infiltration reperted to-
wards BUOMA VISTA, A counter-attack to regain the line SUNGEI KRANJI-STNGEI
JURON: reperted in progress and first plece successfully completed,

EURMA, An enemy patrol reported to have reached the MARTABAN-THATC™
road,

METHRLANDS EAST IIDIES. 10th,  Japamsse trocps landed at
«ACASSAR, Prepared demolitions earried out and resistance contimues,

JEW BRITAIN. 8th, Japanese troops landed at GASMATA,

RUSSIA. Fighting continues in the REHEV and DONE TS Sectors. Mo
.rformation regarding progress, Situation CRIEA unchanged,

Yo AJR OFERATIONS

IESTERN FRONT, 10th, Twe R.C.A.F. Squedrons tock part in fighter
sweeps, No casuslties, 10th/11th, Alreraft wes despatched as follews: BREMFH
55, BREST 20, EMDEN 3. Mo reports available, Three enssy aireraft flew over
CORMTALL, where no incidents reported, and ene over TUEEDMOUTH, where a few
pecple were injured and some houmes damaged,

LIEXA, 9th, Our fighters carried out swesps in the GAZALA Area an'
shot down two snemy bombers, Enemy aireraft bombed MZRSA MATRUH and landing
grounds at EL ADEM and GAMBUT where one of our aircraft was deatroyed on the
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MALTA. 9th/10th, On 10th 34 enemy aircraft raided the Island,

cansing damage to eivilian property.

GREECE., Four "ellingtons bombed the Pirseus, causing an explosion
and fire at a chemical works,

SIIGAPORE. All cperaticnal aircraft previcusly based on SINGAPGRE
have been withdrarm to SIMATRA, On 10th, enemy alrcraft were very active againat
cur troops and gun positions, and also attacked KEFFEL HARBOUR, whers warehouses
were damaged,

JAVA. 9th. Aerodrome at BATAVIA was attacked by 17 fighters,
which destroyed an aircraft on the ground, One enemy aircraft was destroyed by
fighters,

FURMA, 10th, BElenheims and Lysanders bembed enemy troop concen-
srations near PAAN and barrack area at CHIEWGRAI (250 miles north-east of RANGOOL, .

4o JAPANESE ATR FORCE
The presence of twin-engined bombers is reliably reported at LESCD

(50 miles sast of MOULMEIN) serodrome, This type has not hitherto been reported
operating in THAILAND but only in MALAYA,

-7 First reports indicated that BUMGHAZI wes bedng used by enemy shipa
dbout three days after their troops ccoupled the town, Information has simce
heen received, however, that considerables difficulty is being experienced by the
enemy in clearing the harbour and approachea of mines, Moregver, relisble re=
vorts now indicate that no arrivals at or departures from BENGHAZI have so far

teken place since anamy recccupaticn,
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{ Dear Mr. Preaident,

1 enclose herein a copy of the
lateat report received from London on the
military situation, It was dated 12th
Pebruary, 1942.

Believe me,
Dear M¥r. Presidsnt,

Very sincerely youra,

Aot forr.

The Homourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Preaident of the United States of America,

washington, D. T.

DECLASSTFISD :
By Authority rfﬁ’a‘w{;r{;
Lele 2 /220
e Pl - FEB_L1D



DECLASSIFIED T Corer Ir
By Authority of y e

~ é!_,!d # FEB 91972 ittt
SRIEL Jica 21

Infermation received up to 7 AM,, 12th Felwuary, 1942,

1. BAVAL
A Norweglan steamship (4,000 tewms) hemeward bound in comvey

was torpedosd and surk on the 11th 380 miles V.N.W, of IRELAND (R)a
2e MILIIAR

SUGAPCRE. Our counter attacks althcugh pertislly successful
failed to restors the positien, Contimued enemy presmme assisted by tanks,
caused further withirawals and by evening of 11th our positien had been stabilisc!
along the general line Naval Base=NEELSCON Village-Plerce Reservolrefiace Courses
PASIR PANHANT Village,

PURMA. Road MARTABAN-THATON has been cut by the enexmy, Cur
positions in MARTABAN were shelled for cne ard half hours, A Chinese Divisicn
has been in contast with Siamese forces nesr the GURMA=STAL frontler,

METHERIANDS EAST DDIES. GARONFOLA (NCRTH CELEEES) reported oc-

cupled by the enemy who also contimue penetrations nerth of SAMARINDA and BANJER=
MASIN in BORNEQ,

RUSSIA. Russian penetrations south of TOROFETS have been extended
to within 50 miles of VITEBSE and SMOLENSK, In the DONETS sector the Cermans
are contimuing te cffer resistance and to deliver lecal counter attacks,

3, AIR OFERATIONS

WESIERN FRONT, 10th/11th, Forty five toms of HE, on BREMEN but
identification difficult and results generally uncbsarved,

11th, Spitfires hit a probable escort vessel near DUNKIRE with
canncn fire,

11th/12th, Airoraft were despatchsd as fellows: MATTEIM I.‘?.,
BAVEE 31, BREST 18, Leafleta = PARTS-CHERBOURG 5, Sea mining off FRISIAN ISLAN™
1, Aerodromes Nerthern France 2, 2 Wellingtens missing, 5 enemy aircraft oper.
ted against shipping off the Cornish coast,

MALTA, On 10th/11th and 1lth & totel of 76 enemy aireralt attack.
sercdromes at LUGA, TAKALT and HAL FAR and incoming naval forees, 2 Wellingtons
on the ground sl‘l.gh'l:.:la'dl-ﬂd; one arater on runway at IE-]!L; gtharwise no dameg
to merodromes, One enemy bomber probably destroyed and c Nurther five airoraft
dnmaged,

LIGEA. Might 9th/10th, Vellingtons attaclol MARTURBA landing
ground, Bombe fell amengst dispersed airoraft and large fires were started,
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DODECANESE. 9th/10th, Small seals attacks were mads on the sube
marine base at LERCS ISLAND, navel tulldings in EEPIDA COVE (PORTOLAGO BAY) and
aerodrome on SCARPANTO ISLAND,

SUGAPRE. 11th, Several high level raids were made on SINGAPRE
town, An Indian hospital was burnt out with severe casualties and tme large petro]
dusps were destroyed,

EURMA, 11th, Blenheims escorted by fighters attacked enemy
troops at PAAN where five probable amsunition fires were started and the water
front at MOUIMEIN,

HETHERLANDS EAST IIDIES. 9th, Enemy airoraft caussd considerabls
damage to an army camp near MALANG, Ome enemy bomber shot down,

9th/l0th, An enemy vessel possibly an sdroraft sarrier was claime’
to be hit east of MACASSAR,
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Deaar lr, President,

I snclose harain conilaes of the
latost reports received from London on tha
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Belieave ne,
Dear Mr. Fresident,

Very sincersly yours,

Frctfer

The Honourahls
Franklln D. Roosevelt,
President of the Tnited States of Amarica,

Washington, D.0O.



QPTEL NO, 52.

Yestarday at 1042 A.M. Spitfires on patrol reported enomy
warships off Le Touquet steering a Northerly course at high speed.
These subsequently proved to be the battle erulsers SCIARNHORST and
GNEISENAU, and the cruiser PRINZ EUGEN from Brest, accompanied by
destroyers and E-boats with heavy fighter protection. At 1230 P.U.
five M.T.B's attacked and claim ome torpedo hit om FRINZ EUGEN, At
cane P.M, six naval Swordfish attacked and possibly obtained
one hit on & battls cruiser. At 1545 P.H. when about 20 =iles west
of the Hock of Holland, three of H,M, Destroyers attacked the battle
erulsers at 3500 yards range and claim one probable and two possible
hits with torpedoes. Simultanecusly 2 further destroyers attacked a
single ship probably the PRINZ EUGEN, After the attack cne of H.W,
destroyers was badly on fire, but subsequently was proceeding to basa
at eight Jnots and reached harbour with several casualties. At 1615 F.M.
torpedo=carrying Beauforts carried cut an attack, A total of between
200 and 300 bombers, including Coastal Command aircraft and Naval
Swordfish, with more than 300 fighters as cover were despatched at
intervals during the day, but owing to poor visibility and low cloud
only between 50 and 60 aireraft found the ships and no definite hita
are claimed, but in air fighting 17 enemy alrcraft were destroyed,

5 probably destroyed and 17 damaged. Our losses were 15 bombers, six
constal command aireraft, six Naval Swordfish and 17 fighters, total of
4. Ome fighter pilet 1s safe, The ensmy ships were last reparted
at nina P.M, in two groups 20 miles apart off the Texel proceeding
Horth at about 17 kmota. EHNDS.

DECLABEIFIED ;
By Aunthority o :'_Wﬂf;

.ZEJQgt&ﬂaza 4
Byl fﬁ/g & .__”_E?E



coex wo. Il

el B i
A ————
QFTEL MO, 53.
Information received up to 7 A.M, 13th February 1942,
1. NAVAL,

A British 7,000 ton tanker from Texas to Halifax was torpedoed
and sunk on the 3lst Jamuary 400 miles south of Halifax.

2. MILJTARY.

SINCAPCRE. During the l2th enomy pressurse with infantry and
tanks was heavy and there was some infiltration in the race course area
north of the main Singapore-Johore Bharu road, Enemy also attacked
astride the Llaildal Road towards Nee scon but situation is in hand,

By the evening the situation was reporied to be stabllised, our forward
areas and comminications were repeatedly dive-bombed and machine-gunned.
Enemy alr raids were mainly confined to troop and transport in the
forward area. [During the night 12/13 further Japenese landings of
unknown strength were reported at Loyang just west of Changi.

- Iuring the evening of the 11th Japanese troops woeat
of Martaban, from which our troops have withdrawn, ere reinforced by
landings from the sea, Japanese force estimated at 2,000 is advancing
North and has suffered heavy casualties from a unit of the Gurkha Rifles.

3.  AIR OPERATIONS,

. 11th/12th., Brest, over 20 tons.
Havre, 31 tons. At the former results were uncbserved but at the latter
bursts were seen in the docks area. Mannheim, nearly 70 tons were
dropped. Two R.C.AJF, and three R.A.A.F, aircraft took part without
easualties. 12/13th, 20 aireraft were sent to lay mines off the
Frisian Islanda. One crashed on return.

LIBYA. 10/11th. Our aireraft bombed lartuba and Derna.
11th. Air reconnaissance disclosed a considerable movement of enemy
M.T, southwards from Giovanni Berta towards lekili. The enemy dive-
bosbed cur troops in the El Gazals area causing some casualties,

MALTA, 11/12th and 12th, A total of 86 enemy aircraft
attacked the island and damaged runways at Luga and buildings at Hal Far,

. TWellingtons attacked a submarine base at
Lerca Island and He on Aerodrome in Crote.

BURMA. 1lth, Lysanders bombed Chieng Rai and en the 12th
Blenheims attacked Yaan and Moulmain,
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Lear Mr. President,

I enclose herain a copy of the latest
report received from London on the wilitary
gltuation. It was dated 14th Pebruary, 1942.

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very slincerely yours,

Hadfan

The Honocurable
Franklin D:. Roocsevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washinston, D.C.
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OPTEL NO, 54,
Information received up to 7 A.M. 1lith February 1942,
1, [NAWAL.

The German Battle Cruisers and Cruiser have not been located
singe they were last reported off the Texel on 12th evening, Reference
Optel No,iB8. The Free French Corvette has now sunk East of Newfoundland.
A convoy for Malta, which left Alexandris on 12th escorted by an
Antie=airoraft Crulser and seven destroyers, was repeatedly bombed on
13th, one merchant vessel being demaged and escorted imto Tobruk,

2. MILITARY.

LIBYY. Except for noreal patrolling, thers was no ground
activity in the forward area.

SINGAPORE. No further information has been received.

BIR!NA. Enemy took Mataban mainly by sea landing well behind
the town, combined with land attack from the South. A company of the
K.0.Y.L.I. got to close quarters with enemy on East side of Mataban and
charged. Enemy fled and suffered considerable losses. 12th. Heawvy
fighting has again broken out in the area Yinnyvein-Faan, whore the
situation 18 cbscure. A& Baluch Regiment is engaged in heavy fighting
at Paan.

FERSIA, Fighting has started between Persian troops and
Kurdish rebels in Kurdistan. The Eurds have captured the Paraian
garrison of Sakis,

3. AIR OPERATIONS.

Heatern Frept. 12th. Alreraft from two R.C.AF., one R.A.AF.
and cne R.N,Z.A.F. S8quadrons took part in the operationa over thes straits.
(ne H.A.AF, airoraft wes lost., 13th. Our fighters carried out six
offenaive sweeps, involving 199 aircraft; over the straits of Dover area.
One 200=ton vessel off Ostend was :lmugeﬂ by machine gun fire and one
Heinkel wma shot dowm. Two Spitfires were lost, 13/1ith., 85 bombers
ware sent cut: Cologne 30, Havre 28, Aachen 18, All returned safely.

LIBYA. 12th. Hurricanes intercepted 30 German dive bombers
with fighter escort which wers approsching Tobruk, foreing the majority
to jebtison their bomba., Three dive bombers and one fighter were
destroyed and a further two alreraft were probably destroyed. Two
Rurricanes wore lost but ome pilot is safe, A Heinkel was destroyed
over Marsa Matruh, 12/13th, Six Malta "ellingtons attacked Tripoli (L),
causing an extensive fire in the Harbour area.

UVALTA. 13th, A total of &2 fighters and bembers attacked the
1gland. Two hits on the Submarine base caused casusltles amongat service
personnel and there were further casualties at Takall Aercdrome.

MEDITERRANEAN. 12th. A Maryland on reconnaissance; attacked
by two Messerachmidts, shot down ome of them,
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Dear Mr, Fresidert,
1 enclose herein a copy of
the latest repcrt received from London
cn the military eituation. It ie dated
February 15th,
Belisve me,
Dear dr. President,

Vary sincerely yours,

41-{..)&:

Tha Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United 3tates of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 A,M,, 15th February, 1942,

uupru,nomtm:uwwmmmummu;h.

MEDITERRANEAN, One of H,M, sulmarines reports sinking a 5,000 ton
ship in a southeast bound comvoy north of CEPHALONIA on the lst and damaging a
trawler by gunfire south of CORFU on the Jrd, Ancther submarine has reported
that she sank a merchant vessel of smbout 4,000 tons and a third sutmarine hit
and considers she sank a 2,500 ton ship in ballast on the Bth, The convey te
MALTA was again attacked by aireraft yesterdsy, One 7,000 ton merchant vessel
was sunk and ancther of similar tonnage was damaged and had to be sunk by our
foroes, the crew being rescued,

On the 1lith, an 8,000 ton British merchant vessel was torpedoed
southwest of MEWFOUNDIAND and & small British ship was shelled by submarine
and set on fire off TRINCOMAIEE, A 5,000 ton British ship and an 8,000 ten
Dutch tanker and four other ships were hit by bembs in an attack on a comvey
from PALEMBANG to BATAVIA, The first tvo ships are probably total losses,

2, MILITARY
LIEYA. During the past week the enemy has concentrated his forces

in the forward area in two main groupse, a northern group in the MARTUBA=-TMIMI

area and a southern group about IEKILI,

EIGAPORE, No further information has been recelved,

ERMA. Severe fighting has been taking place in the PAAN area
whora a Baluch regiment was attacked by supprior forces and surrounded after
three days' hard fighting, Thres British officers and 100 Indian other ranks
have so far returned, The position is new quieter, No further enemy advanoe
on THATON from the scuth,

BISSIA. PRussian attacks are contimuing sgninst stiff enemy re-
gistance in the DONETS sector,

3. AR OFERATION
HESTERN FRONT. 13th/lith, Sixty three tons of bombs were

dropped on COLOGNE and edghteen on HAVEE, Ten alreraft bombed AACHEN, Few

romults were seen owing to cloud,
1ith/15¢h, 114 aireraft were sent cut, MAINGEIN 98, HAVEE 16,

Tmo are missing,
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LIBIA. 13th, Our fighters carried out a mmber of patrols in
the GAZALA and TOBRUK areas, One enemy alreraft was destroyed, three pro=-
bably destroyed and three damaged, We lost six Fighters, two pilots safe,
There was & considerable incresse in enemy bombing and machine gun attacks
on our troops in the GAZALA and MADDELENA aress but our easialties were few,

IEDITERANFAT Aves, On the 12th/13th a Liberstor bombed SALANIS
sutmarine base where bursts were seon in the dockyard, and fifteen Welling-
tons bombed the harbour and ssrodrome at HERAKLION,

13th/lith, Naval aircraft sttacked a 3,000 ton merchant vessel
on & westerly course off TRIPOLI (L), The ship was left stationary and
listing, Wellingtons bombed CATANIA sercdrome (SICILY) and caused & mmber
of explosions amcng aircreft, On the Lith, thirty-three enemy aircraft
attacked TAKALT aercdrome (MALTA) where buildings were sericusly damaged,

EURMA. 14th, Elenheims and fighters attacked dumps near FAAN
and jetties at MARTABAN with good results,
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Dear Mr. President,

1 enclose herein a copy of

the latest report recelved from London on
the militery situation. It was dated Feb-
ruary 16th, 1942.
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Dear Mr. President,

Very sinserely yours,

J’-.A{m

The Honourable
Pranklin D. Roosevelt,
rresident of the United gtates of Ameriea,

Wesh ington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 A M,, 16th February, 1942,
1, MNAVAL

There were no casualties in the ship sunk by aireraft on lith when
procesding to MALTA in convey,
2, MILITARY

BUEMA. While no fresh sttacke have developed in the SALWEEN Frant
there are indicaticns that the enemy mre preparing an atteck in the DUYINZECK
THATON area,

3. AIR OCERATIONS

HESTERM FRONT. 14th/15th, Fifty-one tona of bombe were dropped cn
MANNHETM and eleven tons on HAVRE, results were generally uncbserved owing to
eloud, No bombers are missing, Ten R.C.A.F, sireraft teck part,

15th, A Hudson sccred two hits on a 1,200 ton vessel off NORWAY,
Ome Spdtfire 1s missing from an offensive patrol,

15¢h/16th, Twenty=six bombers were sent to 5T, MAZAIRE, results
uncbaerved owlng to cloud, Three crashed cn return, Ferty-tires enemy airorafs
were operating sgainst this country, the majority of them being engaged against
shipping and in seassining off NORTHUMEERLAND, One was destroyed by a Beaufightez,

LIETA, 14th, Eighteen Kittyhawks engaged more than thirty dive
bombers and fighters in the ACRCMA aves, twenty cnemy alrcraft were shot down,
two were probably destroyed and ten mere were damaged, Our fighters suffered no
losses, One Hurricans is missing from reccnnalssance,

SICILY., l4th, Thirteen Wellingtons dropped a total of twelve tous
of bombs on three enemy mrodromes, Four others attacked the docks at AUGETA and
SIRACUSE causing fires and explosions,

MALTA, 15th, A tetal of 123 enemy bombers and fighters made thro
attacks on LUQA merodrome, IMine aireraft on the ground were destreyed or damag.
A total of four enemy aireraft were shot down by fighters and A,d, fire,
bs EDSSIh. Although fighting has continued on all main sectora,
general impression is that thers has been very 1ittls change in aligmment of frent,
No further information is available regarding the Russian plocer movement west o'
MOSCOW, Press reports of considerable Russian progress in this secter are =uch
exaggerated, In the DONETS area German countar-attacks have been held up partly
owing to thaw, Indications that Russians are reinfercing both SEVASTOPCL and KERCH,
On 12th General MacFarlane reported that fighting arcund LENINGRAD had bean very
mhﬂhﬂhﬁl were confident that the oity would scon be relieved,

e

-



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.
' Februory 18th, 1942,

Dear Lr. President,
1 encloee herein coples
of the two lateat reports received
from London on the military siltuation.
Helieve me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

.4( Al fax

The Honourable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 AM,, 17Tth February, 1942,
1. MAVAL

An enemy force of 4 erulsers with destroyers was attacked by 5
Naval aireraft 85 miles east of CAPE PASSARO, SICILY, on the morning of the 1éth,
Hits were claimed cn two crulsers and a destroyer and one ef the crulsers hit wae
on fire aft and losing speed, Subsequently cne of HM, sutearines attacked two
8" orulsers entering the STRAITS OF MESSIMA and obtained two tcrpede hite on ome
of them,

2. MILITARK

LINIAs During 15th FPebruary there was nc very great ground activity,
The three enemy columns continued thelr advance towards our forward positions be=
tween GAZAIA and BIR HAKEIM, cwr armoured car patrols remained in contact with
them, During the night 15th/1éth there was little enemy activity and reports up
to 11 AM, 16th showed that the three enemy colimns appeared to have withdrawn,

BURMA. 15th/16th, Our troops were withdrawn from ths THATON ares
te new positions behind the BILIN RIVER,

BUSSIA. Russien attacks contimme in the RZHEV area but the town ree
mains in German hands, In the DOMNETS secter the Gormans contimue te hold up the
Ruseian sdvance and have sucoseded in making slight pregress in counter attacks,
3« AJE OPIRATIONS

TESTERN FRONT, 16th, 3 Beauforts attacked 4 small ships off the
Wost ccast of FRAMCE, two were sunk and a third was damaged, A German bember
wes destroyed by fighters off WALES, 16th/17th, 96 aireraft were sent out
roving comdssion over nerth-west GERMANY = 20 to Dutch aercdromes, 5 lesaflets,
Belgium and MNorthern France 22, Sessmining 49, Twe aireraft are missing,

LIGEA. 14th/15th, Tellingtons dropped 25 tons of bombs on BENGHL:S
Two squadrons of Dlenhedims successfully bombed enemy tanks and M,T, scuth-west c-
GAZALA, Enemy bombers hit a reservolr at TOBRUK causing the loss of 500 tons o
water,

MALTA. 15th/16th and 16th, A total of 45 aircraft hombed LUGA ar?
TAKALT nercdromes, at the former two nireraft and the rummy were damaged,

EUEMA. On the 15th and 16th our aireraft made good attacks on
troop concentrations, the railway statlion and shipping at NOULMEIN and the rail-
wny station at THATON,
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IETHERIAIDS EAST IIDIFS. On the ith and 15th our medium and U3,

bombers attacked a convoy off BANKA opposite PALEMBANG, 5 tPansports and twe

erulpers were hit,
ha There woere 125 Stalkan railway wegona on the quay at MARSEILIE on

or about 11th Felruary containing about 1,300 tcns of war material of which 4O%
is reported tc be ammunition, cases containing Italian cartridges were ldentified,
5 pailing vesssls probably Italian but flying the Tuniaien flag were reported
ready to sall from TUNIS for LIEYA on the 1lth with wine and wheat,
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Folloving is supplementary resums of cperaticnnl eventa
ecovering the peried 5th-l2th February 1942,

1. JNAVAL.

S1ightly fewer U-Boats were cperating in the Nerth Atlantie,
most of them are concentrated off the American Seaboard from Cape Race to
Charleston, Others have been reported Horth-Esst of Bermuda and in
"the North-' estern Approaches. Two or three are cperating between the
Cape Verde Islands and Froetowm, Shipping lesses, primarily due to
U=boats, were moderate. During January, shipping losses, so far
reported, amounted to 70 ships totalling 340,055 tons. Mest of them
ocourred off the Eastern Ceaboard of North America, where 31 ships of
approximately 195,000 tons were sunk. The rajority of losses due to
air attack took place in the Far East. Cesualties dus to sarine risk
wera hesvy, During the weel ending 1lth February, 1066 ships wers
convoyed, of which only one wes lost. Impeorts into the United
Kingdom by ships in convoy during the weel ending Tth February amounted
to 729,000 tons, including 201,000 tons of oil imports.

During the past six weeks, supplies have been reaching Libys fairly
steadily and without appreciable casualties. Benghazi is not yet in
use as a supply base.

2., HILITARY.

Libvg.

The enemy is mpparently trying to establish a series of
ptrong points extending for some 17 miles Southwards from the Coastal
road between Gazals and Tmimi. His object eppears to be to prevent
cbservation of his movements Tiest of that line. lo doubt Rommel is
concentrating upon the redisposition of his forces aad t.hslr development
of his lines of communication.

Enr Eagt.

Rocent identifications suggest that tvo divieions have been
withdrawn from lanchulkuo, and tvo divisions frem Nerth Jlima o
reinforce the Japanese Forcea in the Scuthern theatre of operations,
It is estimated that the Japanese have nov aveilable four divisions in
transports, one of these being at present employed in the cperation in
Southern Sumatra. A further four divisions ere also immediately
availsble in the South China Seas Area if required. In addition, ten
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divisions recently mobilized in JAPAN could be made available at short
notioe,

BUSSIA. Informatien has been mainly negative, No change in
FINLAMD or on LENINGRAD frent, In the Central Sector, the Russlans
have not extended thelr advance towards the LENINGRAD=-CRSHAL railway
and are still abeut 50 miles ncrth=east of VITEBSE, RZHEV still remains
in German hands, Due west of LOSGOW, there is no change, and in the
YUKHNCY area German resistance is preventing Russian progress, From
this area scuthwarde, apart from Oerman counter-attacke in the DONETS
area, which have not lessensd the extent of the Russian breakethrough,
there has been no subetantial change, Weather conditions render move=
ment off the roads difficult for tanks and imposesible for cther forms
of mechanioal transpart, To sum up, there has been a general slowlng
down of the Russisn advanoe, due, no doubt, to winter conditions as much
as to Gersan reslstance, PRussian morale remains high, and the Russians
are confident of being sble Purther to exploit their advance,

3. AIRL OPERATIONS

EESIERN FTRONT. Weather conditiens again restricted cperations,
Bomber Command operated on three nights, the main cbjectives being
BREST, BREMEN, EMDEN, HAVRE and MANNHEIM, 274 tons of bembs were
dropped, Tt is estimated that alreraft of Cosstal Command desaged
about 7,500 tons of enemy shipping, Only 13 enemy aireraft crossed our
coasta by day and seven by night,

LIEYA, Sucossaful attacks on Axis mechanieal transport were
made by fighters and Hlenheims, more than 150 wehioles ware reported
destroyed or damaged over a peried of two daym, The enwemy has been
using decoy mechanical transport conveys hoavily defended by anti-
alreraft guns ans a counter to our low=flying fighter aitacks,

BENGHAZI and TRTFOLI (L) were bombed, the latter frua MALTA
ard also by Liberators operating from scuth of PORT SAID, one of which
completed the flight of 2,390 miles without refuslliing, Enemy acti-
vity was not great, dus probably to wmter-logged acrodromes in
Bastern CYRENAICA at the beginning of the week, although fighuer
sotivity increased ccnalderably as soon as ssrod-rman in the DEAlR-
MARTUBA area wore brought into use,

EALTS. Attacks on merodromes and the Grand Harbour cenciiced,

MEDITERRAIEAN. Our airoraft hit and desnged two ships total-

ling about 6,600 tons,
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DURMA. Our bombers attecked cbjectlves near PAAN asd an
aerodrome about 200 miles further Nerth, The snemy ralded RANGOON
twioe, on one occasion using 30 fighters which suffered heavy losses,

SIIGAPCRE, Enemy pressure in the alr was very heavy especlally
againat msradromes and shipping at the beginning of the week, when our
troops were atill on the mainland, After Japanese troops landed on
the Island, the attacks were mainly made against our forward troops
with bogbe and machine=gun fire, Several ralds were made on the tomn
of SIGAPGRE and on shipping in the harbour,

JAPAMESE ATRCRAFT [0E3FS, Full infermaticn is not available
upon which to base a reliskble, up~te-date estimate of Japanese sircraft

losses, It is, however, considored prcbable that on & conservative
basis some B50 aircraft had beon loet in combat and from wastage up

to 10th Fetruary,
4s Bstacts from FPhotograchic aod Irtelllpence Feports on results of
Adr attacke on enemy territory ip BWROPE.

DUSSELDCGRF, 27th/28th November, Metal works, employing 1,800
operatives, and two textile fectorles, employlng 700 and 500 respectively,
ell hit and damaged, Much textils stock destroyed heavy damage goods
yard, repairs to trock and removal of debris tock several days, (€8
tons high explosive, including ten 4,000=pounders, were drocped, Dursta
seen in tom: and near railway centrs, Large fires started,)

HAEURG. 30th November/lst December, Scvere damage to ship=
yurd and harbour installations, four ships in pert hit, considerable
damage to rallway tracks, sidings and wagons, whizh wua increased by
fire among petrol wagons, Abeut 300 wmgens destroyed. MNearly 400
perscns killad, (150 wcns nlgh exploaive and 9,00 incendiaring,

Good woather but pround hage and searchlights mrevenied accoraie alming,
Many fires seun.]



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 19th, 1942,

Dear Mr. President,

I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation, It is
dated February 18th,

Believe ma,
Dear ¥r, President,

Very slncerely yours,

Hetofc

The Honourable
Franklin D. Eonnnvu}t,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D.OC.
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Information received up to 7 A.M,, 18th February, 1942,
1. NAVAL

Cne of HM, sulmarines torpedved, on the third off TTISIA, an
anchored 6,600 ton morchant ship was later sean beachad,

2, MILIDARY

LETA, It is now confirmed that the three enszy cclumns vhich
moved eastwards towards our positicns have withdrawn,

SUMATRA. 17th, Our trcops are ovacuating southern SMIATRA, The
anemy occupded JAMEI on the 16th, The demolition scheme was completed,

BURMA. Cur position behind the HILIN River remains unchanged,

BORNEQ. The emsmy ocoupied BA WERIWSIN on the 16th,

3. AR OPERATION
FESTERN FRONT. 17th, Enesy activity was on a elightly increased

scale chiefly sgainst shipping off the east ccast, A lurricane bomber destroyes
an ME 109 and ancther ME 199 was probably destroyed by a Blanheim off the Nor=
woglan const, A Hudson scored two hits cn a merchant vessel off HORWAT but no
explosions were seen, Two vessols were attacksd with uncbeerved results off

the Dutch coant,

17t¢h/18th, Seventeen aireraft sent out, roving commission over
northwest GERIANY - thirteen, leaflets, 0SL0, CHIRBOURG, PARDS = four, All re=
turned sefely,

LIBYA, 16th, Two LE 109%s dive bombed IL ADEM landing grovund
damaging four Hurrlcanss on the ground, An attack by dive bombers with fighter
odcort on TOBRUE caused 1ittle demage, Mo interception,

16th/17th, One Wellington bombed TRIPOLT (L) as & diversion to

mine-laying cperation,

by The garriscn of SICILY 45 believed to have been increased from
three divisicns to four by the move of cne Itelian Divisicn from the mainland,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

20th February, 1942.

Dear lr. President,
1 enclose herein a copy of

the latest report recelved from London on

the military eituation. It was dated

February 19th, 1942,
Balieve me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

y

The Honourable

Franklin D. Roosevalt,
Preaident of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 AJM,, 19th Febtruary, 1942,

1, NAVAL
On the afternoon of the 18th twe of H,M, travlers were bombed aid

sunk off the HIIEER, A Brazilian 5,000 ten merchant vessel from RIO DE JAIEIRD
to MEN YORK was torpedoed off HAMPDEN ROADS on the 15th,

2. WILITARK
LIEfA. During the morning of the 17th cur infantry and armourod

car patrols were pushed forward towards the positlons lotely cooupled by the
onany oprosite the GAZALA positieon and towards MEKTLI, Apart from a mmber of
notor transport vehicles in the MEKILI area no enemy werse encountered btut mines
were found in the ereasbout 15 miles scuth-west of GAZALA, FPatrcls of South
Afrioan Armoured Cars and Royal Dragoons were in the ares 10 miles scutheeast of
MEKILI and 4 miles west of TEMJEDER respectively,

EURMA. Heavy and close fiphting has teken place on the BILIN frent
A few enemy patrols crossed the river tut the situation ie In hand,

%, - AJR OFERATIONS

HESTERN FRONI. 17th/18th, 23 tons of H.E, were dropped on various
cbjeotives in North-flest GERMANY, Heavy cloud prevented observaticn, 1Bth,
During seven small offensive operations cur fighters muccesafully attacked minor
military cbjeatives in Northern FRANCE, Enomy aotivity over this country was
slight, One bomber was destroyed by our fighters and two more were damaged,
18th/19¢h, 32 airoraft were sent out, Sea mining 25; Leaflets 7, Cne bomber
is missing, Enesy mctivity was confined antieshipping cperatlons in the Southe
Testern Approaches,

LIEfA. 16th, Kittyhawks dasaged a ME 109 cver EL ADEM, Ome of
them ie missing, 16th/17th, TUellingtens bombed BEMIHAZI causing fires, while
others laid mines in the Marbour approsches, 17th, There was no eneny alr
activity over our forward area and offensive eweeps werse onrried ocut by our
fighters without incident.

MALTA. Yo air raids 17th/18th or 18th, TAKALI and HAL FAR are
floodnd as the result of gales ard the heaviest continucus rain of the winter,

BEM4. 17th, Our bombers attacked CHINNG IAT sercdrome, SIAN,
mmhﬂummmm“utmwmmmmmhudﬂpnd
bombers, Lysanders sot fire to a varchouse at MARTASAN and hit the rallvay

track and jettles,
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Fabrusry 21st, 1942,
L'nanr dr, President,

I encloee herein a copy of
the latest report received from
London on the military situation, Tt
is dated Pebruary 20th,
Believe me,
Dear Mr, President,

Very sincerely yours,
(for the Ambassador)

i .2 C,__/M

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of America,
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Information received up to 7 A,l,, 20th February, 1942,

1o NAVAL

E=-boats were active off the East Coast last night and cne of H.M,
destroyers and the escorta of a South bound convey report sinking two of f YARMOUTH
Other E=boats wers suspected of minelaying off SUFFOLK, TIRTITZ was sighted under
wolgh in TRONDHEINM FJORD yesterday, The French Battle Cruiser DUMKFRQIE accom-
panied by destroyers was reported to have left ORAN fer en unknown destination on
13th,

Reference OPTEL No, 55, this 8.000 ton vessel repcrted torpedced has
roachad port safaly,

2, MILITERY

LIEYA. On the evening of the 18th our patrols engaged mmall partiss of
easay infantry and artillery on the coact road botwesen GAZALL and TUIMI, otherwics
nothing to report,

ElRML+ Beavy fighting contimuss on the DILIN Line with the enemy cone
timually attempting to emvelop owr left flank vhile increasing his pressure on the
right, Constant counter attacks have been put Iin and cur troops though tired have
suscesded in keeping thoir maln positfions intact, Fighting has been of an extremaly
fierce character and casualties are heavy on both sides,

JETEERIANDS EAST T'DIES. BALI: The Japanese began landing on the Scuth
side of the Island on the 19th,

3 AL OFERATION

MESIERN FTONT. 19th/20th, Eight aireraft wers sent on & roving com=
misslon over North-Test GERIANY and seven others to drop leaflets in the PARIS-
LIILE area, A1l returned safely, At dusk 19th “ive Dofiants intercepted enemy
alreraft attacking a convey off CROMER, One enemy bouber was destrayed and four
others demaged, The comvoy was unharmed,

BURiA, 18th, Blenheims and [yeanders with fighter escort nade three
attacks on ensmy troop nositions in the NILIN area,
bo Tt 15 roported that the French Vichy Govorrment han agresd 4o German
dsmands that 120,00& tons of Allded shipping lying in Freanch ports should be re=
quialtioned and used under thu. French Flag for transporting suopliss to the Axis
forose in LIBYA,

5 There are now clear indications thal arrangements aze boing made o

m:d blockage runners from Burcpean maters to tho Far Dast, Cargoss In whdah
JAPAN i showing partioular Mml:“i.:nhm-.:h.‘lmfm- gtesl worke plant far

cake ovens, preclsion instruments,

A S - : i —



DECLASSIFIED BRITISH EMBASSY

By Authority of Lol it WASHINGTON, D.C.

& ﬁi"iﬁ;;‘- (%Lg—']'gfgrd Pebruary, 1942,

Dear Mp. President,

I enclose herein a copy

of the latest report received from London
on the military situation. Tt was dated
February 21st, 1942,

Believe me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

-

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States of .merica,

Washington, D.o,
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OPTEL NHo. 62
Information recelved up to 7 A.M. 21lst February, 19.2.

1. PATAR

The Free French sutmarine SURCCUF is ovordue in the Panama
Canal Zome. A U,8. Transport reported that on the night of the 18th ghe
scoidentally rammed and ponk a erelt believed to be a submarine in the Canal
Zone. A report has besn recelved giving incomplete information regarding
a Navel metlom in the LOMBOK Strait. It is probable that we list two destroye-
ers and sank or dampaged one enemy crulser und s destroyer. During the air
attack on DARNIN on the 19th a U.5. destroyer and six Merchant shipe were sunk.
An australian minesweeper and two Merchant ships were seriocusly damaged. A
U.8. B,000 ton tenker and m madium sized U.5. Merchant veasel have heen tor-
pedoed off the East Comst of Florida and 'est of MARTINIQUE respectively.
A British merchent vessel of medium tonmage is reported torpadoed ond sunk off
MADRAS on the 15th.
2. MILITARY

Libyse. 1Bth., Enemy colusns with tanks were again active
betveem our GAZALA-BIR HAKEIY podtion end their forwerd TMIMI - MEXILI Area
Three of these columns advanced but were leter foreed toc withdraw hy our
light forces. Our armoured cars have been active in thip area. 1,500
digpersed U.T. were roported in MEXILI Aren.

. Burma. 19th. Severe close {ighting haes contin ed on the

River BILIN durling the lest two deys. There hec been littlo change in posit-
ions, T-o of our Gurkhe Battelions have mads smccessful counter-attacks.

Bussls. Heavy [ighting continues in the DONETS Area vhere the
Rueslansg are effectively holding German attacks.
3. AIR OFERATIONS

Hestern Fropt. 20th. Six emull offensive fighter operations
wore succesafully carrled out against minor militgary objectives in Northern
Frence. One enecy fighter was destroyed and one Spitfire is missing,

Malts: 20th. Nineteen enemy rircralt attecked TaKALL Aerodri::

and KALAFRANA dockyard vithout causing serious damage. Tro bombers wers dam-
aged by Hurrlesnes.



Purms. 19th., Seventeen Blenheims escorted by Hurricanes
pugeerofully attacked enemy concentrations in the battle area and tro Horrloenes
attacked enemy trunsport on the Road Morth of THATON. Enemy slreraflt borbod
YEINMAND (forty miles Horth of TOUNGOO) mid MANDALAY.

sustralis. Horth DARUIN. Two attacks were made by a total pf
ninety three bombers and twelve Cighters. The vharves and plso R.A.F. build-
ings were severely damaged. Six Hudsons, two Tomahawia and one Liberator
wera destroyed on the ground, Flve enemy alreraft were shot down gnd live
others probably destroyed. Ten Tomshawvks wers lost in air fighting.

S It ig reported that in exchange for the use of Lhe LIBTA eapply
route of requisitioned Allied ships, the Cermans sare allowing the French to
renin for thelr omm use untdl 11/42, the total production of Militery sir-
eraft in the Unoccupled Zome. Thia s unlikely to exceed LO0 aireraft.

Lt i it A &
e TSR y . JEm——



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

L . Pebruary 23rd, 19L2.

Dear Mr. President,
I enclose herein a copy of
-eeo........~the latest report received from London
on the militery situstion. It was dated
February 22nd, 19L2.
Believe me,
Dear Mr. Preaident,

Very sincerely yours,

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United Stutes of America,

Washington, D. C.
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Information received up to 7 AM,, 22nd Felwuary, 1942,

1I m

An enemy foree reported as two battleships, 3 cruisers and destroyers
rhu-!.tx north was sighted on 218t by a Hudson alreraft on reconnaissance at 11,15
A, off the west cosst of DEMUARE, At 7,28 this morning Beaufighter reperted 2
battleships and 3 destroyere about 15 miles northewest of STAVANGER steering northe
east, 2 striking forces of Beasuforis were despatched yostorday afterncen but
neither force reached its objective owing to extremely bed vieibility, A 5,000
ton Greek vessel was sunk yeoterdsy by mine off HARWICH, A British 8,000 ton
m was shelled and torpedoed on 21st off TRINIDAD and has bean abandoned, A
4,000 ton Eritish motor ship has been bombed and beached of f YNDHAM (AUSTRALTA),

2, MILITARY
LIEA. Our patrols have been active in the TUINI-MEKTLT areas and

as far as MBUS, Alr reconnaissance revesled about 2,000 enemy motor vehioles in
the DERNA-CAMUSA area,

B, Severe fighting behind the river BILIN contimues, casualtiss
have been heavy on both sides, ' Our main positions ars intast,

s AR QHRATIONG

DESTERN FROMT. 21st, Oor fighters on shipplng reconnaissance ate
tacked a 3,000 ton vessel at BOUTLCONE, a 1,000 ton vessel of FECAMP and an A,A,
ship of f CALAIS, Spitfires damaged a German bemher cver LIVERPOOL BAY,

Zist/22nd, Forty=two aircraft were sent on roving commissions over
north=west GERMANY and 6 others were mine laying. eather was good ovar the
RUHR, 3 airoraft are missing,

LIBM4, 20th, Bad wosther restricted cperations, A Oerman bember
was probably destroyed near MERSA MATRUH,

MALTA, 20th/2lst, and Zlst, A total of 55 enemy aireraft attacked
our asrodromes, Demage was ceused to a hangar at KALAFRANA and 2 barracks at
HAL FAR and LUGA, 1 afreraft on the ground was destroyed and 7 more wers dasaged,
1 German bomber was probebly destroyed by our fighters,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 24th, 1942,

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the militery situstion., It is dated
Pebruary 23pd,

Believe me,
Dear kr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

The Heonourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of Americs,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 AM,, 23rd February, 1942,
1. ML

Adr reconnaissance yesterday showed ONEISEMAU (in fleating deck)
and NURNBURG (6w=inch Cruiser) at KIEL, SCHARNHORST at WILHELMSHAVEN, cne Pocket
Battleship and cne Mipper Class Cruiser at BERGEN, and the TIRPITZ in her usual
berth at TRONDHJEM, An enemy foroe of one VITTORIO class battleship, twe crulsers,
and four destroyers, with thres merchant ships, was sighted at nocn yesterday en
& Southerly course about 180 miles nerth-northe=west of BEMGHAZI, Nothing forther
hes been reported of this force, but a convey was reported at 5,30 a.m, today about
170 miles sast of TRIFCLI, A small Norweglan ship wes sunk by submarine East of
CAFE HATTERAS on the 11th, A British mnd Norweglan ship, both dispersed from ocut-
yard United Eingdom convoy, have been sunk 500 miles east of MNEWFCUMDLAND, A emall
United States cargo vessel is reported a total loes after having been bombed north
of DARWIN cn the 19th,

2, MILITARY

LIBXA. 20th, Some activity by patrols,

BEMA, 21st, Our forces withdrew to the SITTANG RIVER, the withe
drawal was not heavily pressed,

Jo AIR QEERATION

WESTERN FRONT. 21st/22nd, 32 tens of high explosive were dropped
on objectives in the AUHR and 22 tons on aserodromes in NORWAY, Eighty R.A.ALF,
bombers tock part in the night!s cperations and lost cne aireraft, 22nd, Reoon=
vaissances were carried out of KIEL, TILEEIMSHAVEN and Nerwegian Harbours, 22nd/
i3rd, 66 bombers were sent out, TILHEIMSHAVEN 50, EMDEN 7, CSTEMND 5, Skhaemining
%y Leaflsts PARIS 2, All returned safely, Cloud prevented chservaticn,

LIEEA., 2lst, Enemy aircraft showed increased mctivity with bette.
weather, They attacked TOBRUK, CAZALA, GANBUT and ACROMA, but caused only slight
damage, One was destroyed,

MALTA. 21st/22nd and 22nd, A total of 109 alreraft attacked HAL
FAR, where tulldings were sericusly damaged and rumercus craters were made on the
aerodrome, and also TAKALI and LUQA, Three of our airoraft were destroyed cn the
ground and othera were damaged, Hurricanes destroyed one enemy alreraft, probably
destroyed & seccnd and nine others were hit, Ome of ocur aireraft is missing,
-P. During the 2lst and 22nd our airecraft our land

foreesa, bombed e mmnmnm.thmsmm
aress, Ooe se attacks imvelved every avallabls airoraft E hgrkupt
shot down mr:m mp:ﬂﬁﬂ-dﬂwﬂm ﬂ;hm
ve of our
dﬂmmm and prebably destroylng two mere

1=
P
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BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

s 26:h Pebruary, lu4g,

Dear Mr, Fresident,

1 enclose hereln coples of the latest
reports recelved Irom London on the Military
sltuation,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. Fresldent,

Very sincerely yours,

futefum.

Ihe Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

President of the United States ol America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information recelved up to 7 A.lM,, 24th February, 1942,
o MAUAL

C. in 0, Home Fleet with main units including aireraft carrier has
arrived at SCAPA from operations off NORTIAY, Early on 23rd torpedo carrylng air-
oraft made o sweep down the Norweglan Coast to locate and attack enemy warships
on passage to TRONDHEIM, Search hampered by severs snuw sturm and nothing seen,
Three sireraft mlesing,

it six A M, 23rd one of HM, submarines on patrol off the Nor-
weglan Coast sighted a pocket battleship with a cruiper and three destroyers
eteaming cn an Easterly course and attacked from a range of 1,500 yards, GShe
claims cne possible hit emch on the pocket battleship and on cne of the destroywrs,
When she surfaced later in poor vieibility she saw nothing,

On the 23rd one of HM, suomarines attacked three merchant vesssis
of sbout 9,000 tons esccrted by destroyers, off TRIPOLI (L), She estimates three
possitle hits, Two of HM, gunboats wers lost in the SINGAP(RE ares on the 14k,
Twe hundred survivers have been picked up,

A Russian ship was unsuccessfully attacked by a Japanese submarins
on the 2lst betwsen KARACHT and COLOMBO, A British 9,000 ton tanker has been tur=
pedoed and set on fire by Ueboat Scuth of HALIFAX and & British 6,000 ton cargs
vessel was shelled by T=boat on 23rd in same Tocality, Twe U,S, merchant shipas
have been torpedoed in the vieinity of TRINIDAL ard a U,5, tanker was torpedced
on the 21at/22nd but is still afluat, Four mure ships, nemes not given, were
sunk by submarines in the same area on the same and following nighta,

e MILITARY
LIEIA. During the 22nd enemy resistance to ocur patrcls increased

and tagticel reconnalissance reported considerable enemy movement of M,T, aceom-
panied by tanks towards TMIMI from the area South East of DERM,

EURMA. The withdrawal of the 17th Indian Divisicn serces the River
SITTANG began at dawn on the 22nd, valuable support being rendered by the R.A.F,
The withdrawal was strongly opposed and there has besn heavy fighting on the East
of the River, The btridge at MOKPALIN was blown sarly on the 22nd to prevent it
falling into enemy hands and it is feared that two Erigades of ithe Divisicn hav:
besn overwhelmed and will be unable to make good their retirement cver the Rives,
Fighting throughout has been heavy and contimmous with conolderable casualtles cn
both sides, The enemy has been reinforced and 1s now estimated at two Divisioni,

" Ooe Squadren of owr armoured Brigade reached FBGU on 22nd,
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HORTIERM JTONT. A11 quiet,
BUSSIA. In KHARKON area Fuseian attacks have made some progress,

3. AIR OFERATIONS
HESTERN FRONT. 22nd/23rd, Three R.C.A.F, and eight R.A.AF,

bembara toock part without casualties,

23rd/24th, Twenty-thres alroraft were sent ses mining,

LIEYA. 2lst/22nd, An Albacore scored direct hit on a 4,000 ten
tanker East of TRIPOLI,

22rd, Our fighters shot down one JU 88, Twenty dive bombers with
fighter ascert attacked TCERUK, Ne damage, no intercepticn, Four Messerschmidts
maohine-gunned ACRCMA landing ground and demeged six Hurricanse, Alroraft made
several attacks on ocne of our conwoys off SIDI BARRANI sinking two ships, Enemy
air sotivity has increased,

22nd/23rd, Wellingtens drepped eighteen tons of bembe on MARTURA
landing ground starting fires ameng sircraft and transport vehicles,

MALTA. A tetal of fifty-nine aireraft attecked our asrodromes,
At LOGA cne aireraft was destroyed, Hurrloanes destroyed cne enemy alroraft
probably destroyed a second and damaged others,
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Following is supplementary remme of cperational events covering
the period 12th = 19th February, 1942,

1, HAVAL
Two convoys, cne sach way, between ALEXANDRIA and HALTA were re-

peatedly attacked by enemy aircraft, The westbound convey was twloe attacked off
LIEYA cn 13th and one ship was damaged but has since reached port, On 1lith
during the change-cver of escorts when the convoys met 250 miles east of MALTA,
all ships were in mcticn againet alreraft mainly directed against the westhound
nmm-rmmmwmmuwmﬂnmmmmm
There wa no damage to ships of the eastbound convoy, Five enemy alreraft were
certainly end four mere probably ﬂaut:'n;-ld; the majority by the eir escort, An
enemy Maval Ferce which d apparently attempted to intercept these conveys was
attacked successfully by Maval Albacorss, (See Optel No, 57). Shipping was
hoavily bombsd in the SINGAPORE area prior to the fall of the eity on the 1l5th,
Submarine activity has been more widely dispersed than of late, There was a hoavy
attack, thought to Mave been made by ai least three Us=bcats upon tankers in the
DUTCH WEST INDIES, Shipping casualties elsewhere have not been heavy, Our sube
marines caussd loss of over u;m-n tons of enemy shipping in MEDITERRANEAN and
damage to others during the wesk, During the week ending 18th 902 ships were ocon=
voyed, Iwmhintothﬂ.l.m-ahipuiunumuyﬂuringﬂmnokmimuth_
were 1,015,000 tons inoluding %,000 tens of oil, Imperts for December, 1941,
exclusive of tanker imperts amcunted to 2,761,000 tons,

DUNKERGUE has arrived at TOULON, The main Japansse Fleet appears
ts be in the Western Mandated Islands Area, A new 16® battleship The "KII" has
joined the Flest, The airoraft carriers have been roplenishing with alreraft in
JAPLNg Twe 8" cruisers have been transferred to the Scuthern Fleet to replace
pasualtiss, The Scuthern Fleet 1s widely dispersed and cperating south of
MALAYA in the MACASSAR STRAITS, the FLORES 5EA and in the PHILIPPINES, The first
Cansdian tuilt merchant ship, ﬂmo tons ordered by the British Govermment, ar—
rdved with cargo in the U,K. on 6th having been complated six months aheed of

scheduls,

2, MILITAGX
LIEIA. The object of Gemral Rommel's operation with his three

Armoured Columns between Lith and 16th oan only be guessed, It has been suggestsd
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that he may have intended either (A) to make s reconnalssance in Force, (B} to
launch a sudden attack almed at treaking through to TOERIE, or {0} to entloe our
arsourad foroes oub dwwmdmmmlimmww them
under oonditiens favoursble to himeelf, FHis unexpected withdrawal before kds
aolumns had bescms heavily engaged is, however, difficult to explain, In any
event thers seems 1ittle deubt that whatever his object may have been he failed
to ashieve it, mhmdmlltimumhdmtwmtawﬂwm
enomy 1s st111 unable to use the Fort of DERNA, while the R.A.F, are conoentrating
on interfering with his traffis through BENGHAZL, His adndnistrative difficulties
are, therefors, likely to be conslderable, The Western Desert Rallwey has now
been extended ap far as CAPUZZ0, Mumercus reports have been recelved of Italian
reinforosments in LIFYA and it 1s Jikely that pert at least of the 133rd Armowred
Divisicn has arrived at TR FOLIL,

BURMA. 4 second Chinese Divisicn is believed to have entered BURMA
ard others are moving Testwards towards the Frontier, It is stated that Japanese
reinforoements are soving north in SIAM towards the SHAN border,

EAR EAST. It is believed that there are now 29 Jep Diviedons in
the General Ares of the SOUTH CHINA SEAS and PACIFIC ISIANDS, Of these, 1t is
thought that seven Divisicns are avellable for fresh cperaticns and that a further
two eculd probably be spared from MALATA at & later date if required,

RIESTA. No change in the general situatlon, Fighting has centinuad
on mont of the front but in mo area does either side see= to have made any Sub=
stantial gains, This 18 no doubt still due to the severe weather, deep snow and
thaw both produsing extremely diffioult conditlens on different parts of the fronmt,

3o AR CEERATIOIS
HESTERN FRONT. Bember Command operated on five nights but met

hmnmmmmmmmwwmmmm Harassing raids
hydnchnhwsﬂrﬂwﬂhmmumhdnut. Tt 15 estimated that
wﬂMWﬂwlmmmaﬂauniwhdMWnﬂdﬁ
eraflt,

EDITERAEAN. LIETA. Our fighters had a mest suofesaful enocunter
ﬁmmm-wwmwmmwmmm-ﬂmum
moured columns onlith,

MALIS. Total of sbout 430 enemy aireoraft tock part in attacks
painly directed agalnst asrcdromes, our fighters wers again much handicapped by
the unserviceabllity of the assrodromes,

HISSIA. There have been no important changes in the air situation,
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4, ELTRACTS FROM PHOTOORAPHIC AND INTELLIGEICE REPORTS ON FESULTS OF AIR ATTACKS
L ENEMY TERRITORY IN EUROPE
ERBEY. 21st/22nd January = Two large grain depcts were destroyed,
IBAMCE. = FPhotegraphs taken cn 10th Felruary show the alechel
distillery at PERIERS attacked by fighters two months previcusly, totally insctive,

4, JFEFATIONAL ATRCTAFT BATTLE CASUALTIES
METROPOLITAN AREA, British in the Air « Eombers 19, Fighters 20,

Coastal 11 = total 50, One Fighter Command Pilet is safe, Enemy = 7 bombers des-
troyed, 5 damaged; 17 fighters destrcyed, seven probably destroyed, 18 damaged,
miscellanscus - one destroyed - total 25 destroyed, 7 probably destroyed and 23
drmeged,

MIDDLE EAST. (Including MALTA) - British - 1 Bember in the alr and
3 en the gruum; 20 Fighters in the air, Coastel (Fecoe) 3 in the air, Totel 24
in the air end 2 on the ground, 4 pilote and 1 crew are safe, Enemy = 14 bombers
destroyed, & probably destroyed, 13 damaged, 26 Fighters destroyed, & probably
destroyed, 15 dameged, 1 miscellaneous demsged. Total 40 deatroyed, 14 prchably
deatroyed and 29 dasaged,

FAR EAST (ABDA AREA) British and Allfed - 6 bombers in the air, 1
Fighter do and one miscellaneous do, Tetal & in the alr, 0Ome pllot Ls safe,
Enemy = 2 bombers destroyed, 2 probabls, & Fighters destroyed, cne probable, 3
miscellanscus destroyed, Total eleven destroyed and 3 probably d;atru:.md. Nota:
no acoount is taken of enemy alreraft destroyed on the ground in any theater o
of British naval airoraft casusltles,

€, HOME SECURITYE.
Eotimated eivilish casualties for week ending 0600/18th, 2 killed

and 12 sericusly wounded,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

——r— February 26th, 1948.

Dear Mr. President,

1 enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was dated
February 25th, 1942.

Belleve me;
Dear Mr. President,
Very sincerely yours,

(For the Ambsasador)

) 5";_7— kel

The Honourable
Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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OPTEL No, 67

Information received up to 7 AM., 25th February, 1942,

1. ML
Photographio reconnaissance of ARS FJORD (THOMDMEIM) on 24th showed

—

TIRPITZ in her usual berth, alsc a pocket battlesship and 8 inch crulser at the
head of the Fjord, On 19th a emall Amerdicen steamer was sunk by airecraft nerth
of PORT DARWIN,

2. MILITARY
LIEIA. Enemy mechanical transpert and tanks pervicusly reported moving

towards T™MIMT (OPTEL Mo, 65) did not contirme their advance on 23rd, Small parties
of snemy with a few tanks were encounmtered by our patrols between TMIMI and EL
EZZEIAT (25 miles to the south-west), They withdrew when engaged by cur artillery
and armoured cars, A Free French column has been operating with cur armoured cars
south and south-sast of MEEILI,

3. AIR OFSRATIONS
WESTERN FRONT. 23rd to 24th, O(ne Hampden was lost during successful
sea=mining operations,
24th, Our fighters carried out some small offensive gperations, two
goastal ccemand Hudson missing, At dusk Fighters destroyed a Dornier sttacking a
convay off CROMER,
24th/25th, Adreraft wore despatched on sea~mining (51) and on leaflet
dropping Nerthern FRAMCE (5), Two aircraft are missing,
LIEYA, EKittyhawks destroyed cne and damaged two Mossersch=idte 109
‘or the lees of two Eittyhawks, ons pilot safe, 4 long-range Messerschmidte 109
stincked MAETILA mercdrome (16 miles south of SIDI BARRANT) and destroyed or
izmaged five of our aireraft, and also shot down a Hlenhels near SOLLUM,
MALTA., 23d, In addition to attack reported yesterday, 37 enemy air.
vaft bembed our merodromes and destroyed two Wellingtons and ons Hmrricans, anlso
reviously demaging tuildings,
23/24 and 24th, 29 enemy aircraft operated and destroyed cne Burricane
an the ground, One Messerschmidt was shot down,
| METHERLAIDS EAST DIDIES. 24th, 3 Blenheims attacked two enemy sub-
sarines north of JAVA without definite result,
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25th, Six Fortresses attacked enemy shipping at mouth of WMACASSAR
River, two transports sunk, During 2ith, 40-50 enemy bombera and 30-i0 fighters
attacked SOURARAYA, enemy lost two by anti-aireraft and one by Fighter, we loat
nil, Details of damage not evailable but believed not serious, KALFDJATI was
attacked by 15 bombers and 6 fightera, 2 Blenheims end two Martins were des-
troyed on the ground, BATAVIA wos also attacked tut no details available,

4, JAPANESE ATR FORCE
Evidence following the DARWIN raid indicates that the probable die-

tritution of Japanese heavy bombers is as follows:
BALI fne Squadron (12 aireraft)
KENOART Four "
RABAUL Cirsen L JAMBON = Three Squadrons
PAIEMBANG Mumber uncertain
There mre also indieations that the reinforcements in south-sast BORNEO, CELERES,

ard MOLDOCAS area have been withdrawn mainly fros South INDO-CHINA,

5, ELHLAND
GERMANY has promised FINLAND a monthly allowance of 20,000 tons of tread

grain and 1,000 tons of butter for the next 6 months, TWhile this will not lead

to any substantial increase in the Finnish scale of rations, which are exceedingly
emall compared with those in GERMANY, it should prevent such a detericration in
tha food position as might serdously effect FINLAND's will and power to remain

& ocombatant,



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

February 27th, 194E.

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy
of the latest report received from London

on the military situation. It was dated

February 26th, 1942,
Believe me,
pear lr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

)2‘,&/2-..(

The Hdonourable

Prenklin D. Roosevelt,

Ppesident of the United itates of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 A,M,, 26th February, 1942,
1, HAVAL

During air attacks on TANJONG PRIOK HARBOUR (JAVA) on 24th and 25th
one of H,M, Ships was slightly damaged by near misses and another suffered scme
oasualties, 22nd, A Duteh steamer (6,500 tons) and a small British steamer wers
sunk off TOTRUK, 24th, A Panamanian steamer (4,500 tons) struck a mine off NEW
CALEDONTIA and hoes been beached,

2, MILITARY

LIBYA. During night 23rd/24th a South African patrol inflicted 25
casuaities on the enemy about 6 miles southeast of TMDII without suffering any
sasualties, 25th, Sand nt-;.rn;.u hampered all operaticns,

BUEMA, FPurther reports indicate that on 22nd February 48 Erigads
rsached the Bridgehead at MOKPALIN on the SITTANG RIVER whilast the remainder of
17 IMvisfion were 12 miles further east, Heavy attacks were made cn the Bridgeho:s
b~ one Japanese Division and some penstration was made., Another division attacko?
car troope further east, We, however, remained in control of the Bridgehead and
shroughout the night a mmber of troops from the forward area were passed through.
AL first light on 23rd the Eridgehead wae sbandoned and the bridge blewn to aveld
it falling into enemy hands, Soma of the units left east of the river were known
to be intact on 24th and 1t s hoped that parties will be able to fight their way
out and oross the SITTANG by ferry further north,

3. AIR OFERATIONS

WESTERN FRONT. 253, Our flghters dasaged a dredger and a 1,000
ton merchant vessel at ZEERRUGGE, 25th/26th, 104 airoraft were sant out, KIE.
flaating dock, 61; Chemical factories ODDE avea (MORWAY) 21; Sea-nining 195 Tex"
lets PARIS/LILIE, 3; 3 of uur aircraft are missing,

LIEYA, 23rd/24th, Wellingtons dropped 23 tons of bombs at MARTUBA
and DERNA lending grounds which were i{lluminated by {larea from naval Albacores,
2 Mellingtons are missing, 24th/25th, Wellingtons attacked shipping in TRIPOLI
(L) HARBOUR, bursts being observed on Spanish Quay and at the base of the mole,

MALTA. 24th and night 24th/25th, Enemy aircraft bombed the island
tut caused no damage,

BUEMA. 22nd and 23rd, Bombers attacked enemy positions in the
ALAIETO and SITTANG areas whilst fighters destroyed an enery fighter and a recen=
nalssance airoraft, 25th, Blenheims bombed and sank two river stemmers loaded
with Japanese troops in the SALWEEN ESTUARY,

T TR



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 2nd, 1942

Dear Mr. President,

I enclose herein a copy of
the latest report received from London
on the military situation. It was
dated February 28th, 1942,

Believe me,
Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

Fateen

The Honourable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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Information recedved up to 7 A.M,, 28th Felruary, 1942,

1. NAVAL

(78everal) Japanese warships and transports approaching BATAVIA and
SOURABAYA on 27th were engaged by Allfed warshipas, No details have yet been re-
osived except that one H,M, Cruiser was damaged and 2 Dutch Cruisers were disabled,
in 8,000 ton British tanker in outward convay was torpedoed 400 miles 5,3.E, of
MEWFOUMDLAND on the 24th and broke in two, Salvage is thought possible,

2, MILITARY

LIBIA, 26th, BSand storms contimued and prevented cbeervation by
cur patrols,

BURMA. (m 25th, it was reported that owing to heavy casualties in-
flioted during our withdrawal across the SITTANG the enemy had been unable to make
any attempt to cross, On 27th, however, some enemy were reported to have crossed
and to be mstride she road and railway at FYNBON sixteen miles north of FEGT,
RANGOON 1s now practically desarted,

3. AIR OFFRATIONG

NESTERN FRONTIER. 26th/27th, Sixteen R.C.A.F, bembers took part
in the raid on KIEL, one of them did not retirn, Three R.A.A.F. aircreft carried
out sea=mining without cesualtiea,

27th/28th, 116 aireraft sent out, KIEL - 68, WILAELMSHAVEN - 33,
Gea=mining = 15, Three are missing,

LIBYA. 25th/26th, Our aircraft bombed BERCA and MARTUBA aerodromes
and laid mines in BEENGHAZI Harbodr,

26th/27th, TRIFOLI Harbour was bombed and a ship set on fire,

EUEMA. 26th, During a Japanese raid en RANGOON our fighters shot
Zown 22 enemy aireraft and possibly destroyed others,

EUMATRA. 26th, Eleven enemy fighters were destroyed by our air-
craft which were attacking shipping of f BANKA ISLAND, Ome of our aircraft ia

=zissing,

Wi



THE WHITE HOUSE

.reh 3’[ 1742.

MEMOHALLUM FOR
LOHD HALIFAX

I agree with you that the
Becreturiat of tne Combined
Chiefs of Btaff should heraafter
undertake, through the American
Section, the distribution of the
War reports heretofore handled
by the Embassy.

I am sending copy of your
@emorandum to me to Admiral
Stark to take up with the
Combined Chiefs of Staff.

F. D. R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 4, 1942,

MFPMORANLUX FOR

ADMIRAL ETARK:

Will you be good enough to

ta<e tnis up with the combined Chicfe
of Staff?

r-U.R.

Letter from Halifax to the Pres. 28 Feb.
rei that the American section of the
Combined Secretariat should handle the
distribution of the war reports hereto=-
fore handled by the Embussy.




BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C,

28th February, 1842,

Dear Nr. Proslident,

With the complation of tha sscratariasl
arrangements for ths Combined Chlafs of Stalf
Comnittes, the Sécretariat of the Combined Chiafs
of 3taff have agresd that 1t would simplifsy
mattera considerably If the dlstribution of all
British documents concarning tha militarv situation
to the TUnited States muthoritlies were undartalan
in its entirety by the Amerlcan section of the
Combined Secreteriat, end If accordingly the direct
distribution of any auch papers by thia Embasay

¢ wars to conase,

Sueh an arrancomant will obvlate poasibla
misunderstandings and overlapping, and should alse
accalerate the dlstribution of individual papers,
In visw of tha adoption of this procadure T would

tharefora/
The Honourable
Franklin D. Foosavalt,
Preaident of the United States of Amarlca,

Washington, D.O.

e



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

1
]
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therefore propose, unless you wish otherwise, to
ceasa, as from larch 1lst, sending you direct from
this Embassy copiea of ths dally British "Onerational”
telepgrams.,
Believe ma,
Dear lr, President,

Varr aincarely yours,

Hct o



The Honourable

Dear Mr, President,

gituation,

Franklin D. Hoosevelt,

BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

28th February, lo42.

Il enclose herein a copy ol the lateat
report recelved {rom Londen on the Hillitary
It was dated 27th February.
Belleve me,

Dear Mr. President,

Very sincerely yours,

fot .

Presldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D.C.
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Information received up to 7 AM,, 27th Felruary, 1942,
1, HAVAL

It is now thought that the ship torpedoed by H.M, submarine TRIDENT
en the 23rd was an eight inch crulser of the FRINZ EUGEN clasa, One of HM,
padiles minesweepers shot down an enemy alreraft off the HMIEER and possibly
damaged another yesterday, A 5,800 ton Eritish tanker was torpedoesd southmwest
ef FUERTO RICO en the 25th and two small British ships were torpedoed off BRITISH

GUIANA on the 23rd and 24th respectively,

2, MILITARY
LIB¥A, 25th, Iittle enemy ground activity, One enemy column in-

eluding eightesn tanks operating in the area southeast of MEKILI eventually with-
drew,

DORNEQ, The Japahess have occcupled SINTANG,

RUSSIA, There is no further information beyond that eontained in the
official commniques concerning operations in the STARAYA RUSSA area, The Rusalans

continue to attack in the DONETS sector,

3. AIR OFFRATIONS

FESTERN FRONT. 25th/26th, KIEL, Fifty-five tons dropped, Bursts,
including one from a 4,000 pound bomb were seen on what was thought to be the
south floating dock, A large fire was reported in the Deutsche Werkh shipyards,
Feur R.C.A,F, and aix R,A,A,F, bombars tock part without loss,

26th, Hits or very near misses were made on two enemy ships of 4,000
and 2,000 tons off the Danish and Dutch coasts respectively ,

26th/27th, Seventy-elght aircraft were sent out - KIEL floating dock
forty=nine, sea mining twenty-seven, leaflets two, Three bombers are missing and
two crashed, the crews of both of them being killed, Thirty=-eight enemy aireraft
were operating against this country most of them laying mines off the East Coast,

LIBIA. 24th/25th, Wellingtons laid mines off BENGHAZI, two missing,
Wellingtons attacked TRIPOLI HARBOUR,

25th, Fighters carried out covering patrols and an offensive sweep
without incident,

EURMA. MINGALADON, 25th, Ten of our bombers on the ground wers
destroyed or rendered unserviceable,
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