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The President of the United 3tates. March 25,1938

Dear Mr President,

It is very good of you to have written in acknow-
ledgment of my letter. 1 do not mean to give wyou the
trouble of doing so apain by sending another brief com-
ment. But further experience since I wrote does seem to
show that you are treading a very dangerous middle path.
You mast eiEher fFive more encouragement to business or
talke over more of thelr functions yourself. If public
opinion 1s not ready for the latter, then it is necessary
to wait until public opinion is educated. Your present
policies seem to presume that you possess more power
than you actually have.

lo=day, however, our thourhts are occupied with
other things than economic prosperity. 1 venture to
enclose an article which I have published to-day. At
any rate the peam:vhicn serves as its motto is very gucd!
The trapgedy 1s that the right-minded show no indieation

of supporting one another. You will be reluctant to



support us; we are reluctant to support France; lrance

is reluctant to support Spain. At long last we shall get

together. But how much harm will have been done by then?

Yours very sincerely,

mke—-]xv-as
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[This arsicle will be publishad in THE NEW STATESMAN AND NATION, Fridey morming, March 28, buah,
e getation should appesr bifere that rims|

A POSITIVE PEACE PROGRAMME

Sweat Prace, wherw dost ihou dwell b | humbly crave,
: Lt me once knaow,

pacifism was most unlikely to stand any severe strain.
We have been relying on an ilusion.

With the istrument of negative pacifismn broken in their
hands, the Prime Minister and his group seek for Peace,
it seems, * in & secret cove,” Their palicy is ot lightly
to be rejected. To gain time, 0 avoid at all costs any
risk of war, how much there is to be said for it ! To keep
our awn liberties and lives and happiness intact, to atain
true isolation in @ disastrous wosld, withdrawing 1o our
secret caves from Cornwall 1o Orkney a5 1o @ cloister,
hew willingly, and perhaps rightly, would many of us
retreat.  But if the Prime Minister gathers to his support
those wham a withdrawal instinctively sitracts, he gains
fallowers who do nat belong to him, end whom he deceives,
For this is not what he means. He has not decided, once
and for all, to abandon British power in the Mediterrancan
and 1o surrender without resistance the more vulnerable
portions of the British Empire. Far from it. He is not
escaping the risks of war, He is only making sure thar,
when it comes, we shall have no friends and no common
causc. He is forgemting the imponderables of the world,
the power of courageous bearing, the majesty of right
action, the comfort and stiffening to our friends of fathil
words and counsel. He is leaving all the imponderables
to the other side, allowing them to exploit the foreseen
and the inevitable for purposes of terror and prestige.
Yet what a response an act of constructive satcsmanship
would evake ! I3 it impossible to build o bridge between
"1 dare pot ™ and “1 would ™ ? What would onc do
if ene had the power 3

There &5 no middle position 1o-day between non-
ressstance and a positror pacifism.  Within the scope of
the existing League of Mations we muss, therefore, set
Gt to construct @ pew Buropean pact open to all the
Europesn members of the League, who would give
definite undertakings to one another and the power to
act by the voice of the majority ; since we know by experi-
ence that a League with no definite sanctions and & fberum
veto for cach member i uscless. The constitution of
such & European League could be extremely simple. For
example, the three major League Powers, Great Britain,
France and Russia, would have 10 votes esch; Poland
wnd  Czecho-Slovakis four votes each |  Switzerland,
Holland, Belgivm, the Scandinavian and the Balkan
countries two votes each ; the Baltic Stares and Spanish
Provinces one wore esch. All the members, subject
to the safeguards which follow, would bind themselves to
abide by a majority vote as to the fact or imminence of
aggression involving two European powers, the appro-
priate acthon to avert or meet it, and all other marters,
following in general the procedure and principles of the
mmﬁmm,uytmﬁcmm
af the starus guo. It is not cssential that all the eligible
powers shoald adhere from the outser. The Pact should
begin to function with the three major powers and any
athers who were ready 1o join,

ll‘wrpaliﬂ:immumy:hmlwlhmlip-un-lu
to Callective Security, they have a duty to make some such
proposal s this. But there is one urgent matter which
they must setde firss. The British and French govern-
ments, out of regard both to their own and the general
Mfﬂhmwdmmduwm:lmhduhsm
and @ pegotiated peace on the basis of the independence
of Catalonia and the Basque Provinces ; and, in the event
of refusal there should be an end of * non-intervention "
and a free hand 1o France with our full support.  The time
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vote of the members, in all maners of dispute between
them, including fromtiers, renouncing altogether  the
mstrument of war. Their general saffi would be in
regular collaboration with particular reference 1o air
defence and blocksds, But they should be concerned not
less with the arts of peace and aim st becoming the noclews
of a new system of freedom in trade and inmtercourse,
0 that to be a citizen of the European League would be
te enjoy again the old personal liberties. We ourselves
should offer on reciprocal terms freedom of trade, freedom
of investment, freedom of reminance, and freedom of
the movement and employment of individuals, or, failing
that, trade and currency agreements going as far &s pracric-
able in these directions; subject only o safeguards
relating to wholesale or abnormal movements of capital
of populstion. There should be an offer to Germany to
make arganised arrangements for all German and Austrian
Jews wha wish to migrate and be naturalised elsewhere.

What would be the relation of the new League to the
ald League ? The new League would be the first-bomn
aff-spring of the old, domiciled st Geneva, dwelling in
amity in ity parent's house, sharing all common intesests
and activities. But the old League should be relieved
of i1 inoperative organs. The articles relating o sanctions
should go and all European problems should be handled
in the first instance by the new League. When the Euro-
pean League decided to act, the memberd of the old Lesgue,
including the British Dominkons, would be fnvited bf their
own free will to participate in the decision. The hope
woald be for the blessing of other off-spring, in particular
an American League, headed by the United Seates and
limited in membership to the American continents ; and
perhaps in due course o Pacific League, an African League,
& League of Middle and Mearer Asia.

None of these proposals is damperows.  Their whale
object is the avoidance of war. Hur we arc suffering
to-day from the worst of all discases, the pamalysis of
will. Nothing can be more dangerous than that, 'We have
become incapable of constructive policy or decisive action,
We are without conviction, without foresight, without a
resolute will to protect what we care for. W' just rearm
a limde more, grovel o lictle more, and wait 1o see what
happens, We mutter the neoessity for Collective Security
and do mot Hft a fnger to achieve it Ow strength is
frean, but our statesmen have Jost the capacity to appear
formidsble. [t is in thas boss that our greatest danger lies.
Our pawer to win a war may depend on incoessed arma-
ments, But our power to avoid & war depends much
mare 0n our recovering that capacity to appear formidable,
which is a quality of will and demeanour.

Mr. Churchill understands this vital element of policy,
but Mr. Chamberlain seems o forget it The Dictators
appear much more formidable, the Democratic Powens
much less formidable, than they really ase. It & the
reversal of that pesition which will serve mowt effectively
to preserve the peace. If we want 1o lure the adversary
to his destruction, bet us sharpen our testh and silence our
snarl, But if we wish to keep him st a distance, the lion's
roar 18 worth more than his power to spring.

We are learning to honour mote than formerly the
achievements of our predecessors and the Christian
civilisation and fundamental laws of conduct which they
established in a savage world, 'We are seeing and enduring
events, worse than which have not been scen and endured
since man became himself If we still recognise the
difference, not merely between peace and war, but between
good and evil and between right and wrong, we need
to rouse up and shake ourselves and offer leadership,

T M KFesvuss




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004

