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TELEGRAM 

r. r Wqt ~qiit ~nuSt 
lpomc 34 Cable via French ~~ 

Monte Carlo lllOA Dec 26 1936 

The President, 

'llhite House, Wqshington. 

Cornwall asks me thank you and say he will arrive January twenty 

third and is much looking forward visit . I am writing. Glorious 

weather here. Our beet wishes. 

Murray 
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AN CALA, 

ISLE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL . 

July 2nd, 1937. 

Thia ia just a line to tell you how very much we have en­joyed having l>aiay and Virginia wlth ua. 

They le!t us yesterday tor the Isle o! S~e after all too short a visit. le like them both so much and they were de­lightful guests. le shall hope that this is the !lrst ot many visits to us. We enjoyed also having the Burda here - a very nice couple . 

Yea, indeed - we do hope most sincerely that when the great burdens ot your hi~ Office are laid down 1 you will come to A.n Cala, and just revel in the aurroundinga to your heart•a 
content , not tor the fortnight you mention, tiut tor longer. Daisy will tell you when you aee her ot the aimple 1 primitive , 
open-air lite that we lead, We shall look torwara immensely to the day when you give us the pleasure ot sampling it. 

le are just ott to Edinburgh tor Holyrood !unctions. I have no doubt that it will be a relie! to the King and Queen 
when the ceremonies connected with their Coronation are over! It will be a relie! to some ot their subjects tool 

In a tew weeke time Paith and I are ott to Germany. It I am not imprisoned tor saying "Heil Bitler• at the commence­ment o! every phrase I utter, too irreverentiy 1 I will have some 
impressions to relate when I get back. I uaea to go and !iah tor trout in Germany before tlie lar; and about thie time in the year 1914 von Kllhlmann, Counsellor ot the German Embaaey in 
London asked me i! I would go and visit him at hie place in South 3ermany in September to !iah. I accepted his invitation! 
!either ot us could toreaee the momentous battles that were to be !ought between our two countries by the time that September came round. The last thing von Jtiihlmann said to me before 
leaving London waa:- •ag people are mad. le were getting to have eve~thing we could want in the world by industrial and financial penetration, and what will be the end o! this God alone knows•. .A.a you will remember, he became, during the War, 
one ot the toremoet advocate• in Ger11&ny o! peace by concilia­
tion. Be died a tew years ago. 

f' , .J, • • , With Yev
0

eurry
8 < .. c/ .. J'~ .I J' .. ? -J'' .r,,. .... . ' 

J ,.. K ;... "\ ,·. r.;.,r ?- .' (J.. .. • 

'"~--1- /';r•-'t ~~ r. .. ,,(.v._/,~,_. 
/{. .... . , ~. 'J... . 

good wish, 
as ever, 

~It.CA A~ 
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Dear Franklin , 

AN CALA, 

ISLE OF SEIL, 

A RGYLL. 

at Carrington House, 
Hertford Street , 

London, W. 1 . 

January 24th , 1938. 

I was delighted to get your letter of December 31st . 

I am also delighted to take notice of the steady 

headway you are maki ng - against dee ply intrenched vested 

rights and privileges - in fashioning a new , a happier , 

and a more solidly prosperous America . \'/hen the "frot h 

a nd fury" has i n days to come evaporated , the tremendous 

magnitude of your task and the greatness of your achi eve ­

ments will stand r evealed to the world i n their t r ue light . 

I wish it were possible to see a way through the 

tangle created by the "new- ompire" seeking ambitions of the 

three great totalitarian States . EdWard Or ey said to me 

shortly before he d ied in 1933 , "it this (referring to 

Hitler i sm) is the new Germany, we shall have to revise our 

attitude towards her " . The trouble has been that during 

the last f i ve years we have never done so , Vlo a llowed 

the Naz i reg i erung t o grab and to play all the noes , and 



• 

all the time we pr ofessed to bel i eve that Nazi-ism stood 

for high ideals, good-will and peace . The harm done by 

Lothian in plastering ( throup;h articles in "The Times" and 

speeches) this thoroughly mistaken idea upon the British 

public , is incalculable . Even to- day , it would seem, it 

is believed in some Quarters that an Ap;reement could be 

arrived at with Berlin which v1ould replace uncertai nty and 

unsettlement by certainty and settlement in Eastern 

Europe . Nothing could be further from the t.r uth. No 

Halifax cdssions - which left some of us completely 

speechless with amo.zement L - or appointments of "Fore ign 

"Affairs" dictators as advisers to the Prime Minister , can 

alter the bedrock fact that no Agreements will be entered 

i nto by Ber lin that would serve as a check upon its ex­

pansionist aspirations , Without doubt civilisation finds 

itself faced with the possibilities in the next decade of 

a convulsion greater and more horrible than any that has 

yet compassed it , The spirit of freedom in the great 

liberty- loving Nations will, mayhap, be put to the severest 

t est it has ever undergone , In its strength or weakness 

lies triumph or d isaster for the free democracies , Fortu­

nate it is that at the col!lllencement of this critical era 

in world affairs the relations between Britain and India , 

with its 350 millions of a population, have been r ela id 
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on a new foundation of self- gover nment and good- will . 
The new Constitution in India , which came into for ce last 
year , has been accepted by the bulk or Indians as a far ­
reaching step i n democratic government . Even the Congress 
party , the extr eme nationalists , are beginning to see -
and will undoubted ly increasingly see - the groat and wide 
powers of self - government embraced in the Constitution. 
Hi story will describe in its proper perspective t his 
achievement of bringi ng together into democratic govern­
mental r elationshi ps the many peoples of differing race , 
religion and customs that comprise India , but in the mean­
time the present i mportance of t he achievement lies in 
cementing the ties between Britain and India and in 
causing India to be more than ever ready to defend herself ­
and to take part in defending the Brit ish Co!l'lllonwealth -
against autocrati c ambitions on t he part of tyrannical ly­
inclined Powers . Were it not for the new Const itution i n 
Indi a , that vast country might have been, in this er a of 
grave international anxie ties , a danger spot of discontent , 
rebellion and strife , with much of harmful effects to the 
democracies , and of beneficial results to the Di ctators . 

So far as Br it i sh foreign poli cy i n the future is 
concerned it will be, it is hoped , a policy of facing 
t acta as they are , and not of chasing unattainable ideals . 

- 3 -



It must , of course , be remembered in relation to European 
policy that , with a General Election i n view , say, at the 
end of 1939, the Government naturally does not Wish to 
give , in the interval, any effective battle- cry to the 
Labour Party. The latter has practica lly no rallying­
point in relation to domestic policy other than the well ­
worn slogan, "nothin8 good can happen u nder capitalism" , 
Liberalism in this country, despite the die-hard Tories, 
has br eached the walls of inequality and of privilege , 
and deprived labour of effective butresses in the matter 
of social legislation. Under our Social Security Laws 
vast f unds have been accumulated and are invested - all 
belonging to the wage- earni ng classes . The savings of the 
people under the National Savi11J1,s Scheme have never been 
so high as they are to- day. These are facts that face 
the Labour Party across the open in the domestic field . 
But in r elation to foreign aff airs the catch-cries, "the 
Government are not pursuing a peace policy; the Govern­
ment are lett ing down the League of Nations; the Gover n­
ment are not trying to be friends viith Germany or Italy" , I 

are easily and freely spouted forth from Labour platforms , 
and, even if untrue, ar e not unlikely adversely to affect 
the Government majority, unles s the Government has an 
effect ive answer. As a Liberal Member of Parliament for 
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sixteen yea.rs I realise the Gover nment 's difficulties in 
thes e respects . But, as one who went through the five 
years befor e the War in close association (as his Parlia­
mentary Secretary) with Edward Grey, I sigh tor an 
Edward Orey in command of our Foreign Policy to-day, aided 
and abetted as he was by that greo.t diplomat , \'J illie TyrreD. 
What a combination that was of character , honesty ot 
purpose , and wisdomfu l vision. What o. combination 
that wou ld bo to- day. How vastly simpler - 1f this is 
not High Treason on both sides of the Atlantic l - would 
be your task. But we cannot pluck out the sun from behind 
the clouds just When we want it . We have to be glad or 
it when it shi nes for t h; even though it does so sometimes 
When we do , and someti mes When we do not , want it . And 
therefore we must be gl ad of things as they are - glad 
that , despite the tempestuous trials that lie ahead, your 
great country with you i n command , Br itain and her s i ster 
na tions ot the Colllllonwealth, and - fundamentally sound -
the Fr ench Republic , stand united in a common ideal of 
f r eedom. That, as it seems to me, i s the clarion- call 
to which the democrati c peoples i n no short space will be 
compelled to listen , and upon which they will be forced to 
act . To- day goes forth the cry from them all , "why 
should VIO pull the other f ellows ' chestnuts out of the 
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fire?" Shortly they will realise - as Edward Grey 
real ised five years ago - that they have been living 
internationally, in a past age , and that the chestnuts 
to be plucked from the burning represent everything they 
have cherished of the liberties won for them by t heir 
forefathers against the tyrants of old. May the real1sa-
t1on not come too late . Histor y will record that you 
alone of the Leaders of democrac i es courageously, with 
eloquence and with force, dealt frankly with the situation 
in your great Chicago s peech; exposed its dangers ; and 
pointed the way to safety . That we had not an Asquith 
or Edward Grey to respond in effective and much- to-be 
desired fashion to the momentous lead that you gave can 
be accounted as a gr eat misfortune . On the other hand -
tak i ng things as they are and not as one would wish them 
to be , and looking to the " good" as a Whole - t he effect 
or your lead (I might say your continuous l ead) has un­
que stionably , over here, been a welcome reaction in the 
right direction. After all , I suppose , the cocmon- sense 
v i ew i s that one cannot expect all the leader s , all the 
time , to be or equal high calibre . 

And now to lesser things , viz : to Faith (I had 
better not repeat this to her L) and to myself . We came 
down to London just before Christmas, and will r emain 
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here until early April, When we r e turn to An Cala; to 
its flower ing prunus•, pyrus• , rhododendrons , azaleas 
and rook plants, passing gradually to all the flowers of 
Summer time; to its hills to the tlor th and East , and its 
seas and islands to the South and West - all of which 
we look forward to your enjoyi ng with us when the burdens 
of your great office are laid down, 

You very kindly invite us in your l etter to come 
over and stay with you this year, and suggest that we 
shoul d come to Hyde Park when you are there . That would 
indeed be a very great pleasure f or both of us , whether 
at The White House or at Hyde Park , as suited you. Vie 
shall like very much to acce pt your kind invitation, and 
to come over this AutUJIUl; and wonder whether any time i n 
September or October would be likely to be convenient for 
you . If so , we would, thereafter , go on to Ottawa, and 
inflict ourselves on John Tweedsmuir or - should he happen 
to be away on one of his "fartheat- North-beyond- the-rim­
ot- the-world11 tours - Alackenzie King has kindly intimated 
that he would like us to stay with himl 

In the meantime Faith thinks you may care to see 
the enclosed "View from An Cala" , and sends i t t o you 
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with her greetings and many messages - as al so to 
i.trs . Roosevelt . And with the same from myself , 

Yours as ever, 

-
T ., " res, 'P"l+ 

The '7111 te Poune 

"'1111ht n£_ton, n . c . 

..... . s . li . 
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The President , 

at 

Carrington House, Hertford Street , 
London , \V , l. 

The White House , 
Washin~ton , D.C., 

U.S . A. 

My dear Franklin, 

AN CAL. A , 

I SL.E OF S e: 1L., 

A RGll'L.L.. 

10th February , 1938. 

I had lunching with me yesterday my f riend, 
Lord Aberdare . As you may know, he has been a great 
amateur athlete : at r a ckets , twice Amateur and once Open, 
Champion, and Champion of U. S. A. Doubles , 1928 and 1930 • ....._ _ __, 
At tennis , Amateur Champion U.S. A. , 1930, British Isles, 
1932, etc., eto . 

He is the British Member of the Executive of 
t he International Olympic Committee , and, during lunch, 
I asked him how the Sino-Japanese conflict wa s going to 
affect the holding of the Olympic Games at Tokyo {as 
arranged) in 1940 . In ans·,fer to my question he told me 
confidentially exactly how the whole situation stood, and 
I thought perhaps that , in view of the world- wide importance 
of the Games f~om a sporting and "peace-making-atmosphere" 
standpoint , it might interest you to know privately what 
Lord Aberdare has said to me. 
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The e1tuat1on 1• that the International 
Olympic COlllll!ittee at their Meeting last year gave the 
Games to Tokyo for 1940, and there le no machinery for 
taking them away, even assuming that the Committee 
wished to do so. 

The normal procedure ls that the Japanese 
Olympic Association would invite the various National 
OlJ111p1c Associations to take part 1n the Games, but 
this - although much preparation 1e required for the 
Games - they have not yet done . On the other hand, 
they have advertised to the world, through press channels, 
that they see no reason why they should not have the 
Ga111es at ··Tokyo in 1940, even though at the same time 
their Government openly announces preparations for a 
long war. 

Aberdare expressed himself privately to me as 
being very perturbed at the possible dleaetroue conse ­
quences to the Games whtch may arise out or the preeent 
situation. It Japan ieeuee the invitation• tor Tokyo 
he think• it moat improbable tbat, owing to the strong 
anti-Japane1e public qiinlon here, the British Aeeociatlon 
could or would w11b to accept the invitation. In thle 
I concur. It ie reported to him that many or the 
Governing Bodie• or Brlti1h Sport are convinced that 



they could not send teams to Tokyo 1n 1940, and, even 

1f they desired to do so, that they would be unable to 

raise the necessary finance. Again, what about 'china? 

It must naturally be the wish of the Games' supporters 

that all the Nations should be able to compete fairly 

and equally. Thia la the first time that the Ge.mea 

have been given to the Far East, and how could the 

Chinese athletes compete at Tokyo? 

As regards the United States, Aberdare aaya 

that the Athletic world, through the Sporting Aaaoclationa, 

baa not definitely COllDllitted itself one way or the other. 

He la fearful lest, if the Japs hold on to the Games; 

issue the invitations; the invitation la accepted by 

the American Olympic Association; and then, later on 

perhaps, owing to public opinion in the United States, 

the American teams could not go - and the British Olympic 

Association having in any avant rafUaad; the result 

might be the Olympic Games movement being wracked beyond 

repair. 

It might be aa1d, vary reasonably, that it ia 

open to the Br1t1ah Olympic C011111lttea to give aome expraaa-

1on of 1ta concern in the whole matter and make a move by 

approaching the United Statea Committee. The difficulty 

there la that any auch move might be put down by var1oua 



Natlona to an attempt on the part or the Br1t1ah to get 
the 1940 Games ror themaelvea. At last year'• Olympic 
International Meeting Britain and Finland were the 
"runnere•up• to Tokyo. But Aberdare and hie frlenda -
amongst whom la my friend Lord Surghley, Champion "Olympic 
Gamea• Hurdler! a direct descendant or the great Lord 
Burghley, Queen El1zabeth1 a tamoua M1n1ater, who did hla 
beat to make Scotland a mere province of &nglandl - have 
no "Br1t11h" axe to grind 1n tble matter. In due course 
the Br1t11h Olympic Aaaociatlon would make the ordinary 
application tor the Games to be held in London 1n 1944. 
What Aberdare atreaaea to me le that unlea1 a contre­
temp1 can be avoided, and the Games held in 1940 somewhere, 
the sequence will be broken, and quite poaalbly thla 
moat uaetul International Sports Meeting will cease to 
exiat. 

It the matter la left until Japan makea up her 
mind to la1ue, or not to iaaue, invltationa, 1t might be 

too late to atage the 1940 Games el1ewhere. 

It la not outalde the bounds ot po1albllit1 
that Japan (and the Japaneae Olympic Committee and the 
Japanese Government cannot but be counted a1 identical 
in thla matter), it ah• •••• the certaln'y ot 1ome or 
the greater Hationa not coming to Tokyo, and doubtful 



attltudea on the parta of others , may purposely delay 

issuing the 1nv1tat1ons 1n order to produce chaos , and 

make it 1mpoaa1ble tor the Games to be held elsewhere 

than Tokyo in 1940. In other words , the continuance 

ot the Games - arising out ot the Sino-Japanese eontllot -

la in the melting pot. 

It it ao happened to be the eaae , and were 

known, that the United States and Br1t1ah Olympie 

Asaoe1at1ona were at one in their policy of not going 

to Tokyo, the a1tuat1on could without doubt be aaved. 

As indicated earlier in this letter, the 1nv1tat1on to 

the Br1t1ah Olympie Committee, if and when received, 

would - owing to public opinion over here - be refused. 

(As I aald to Aberdare, l. should myself be amongst the 

leaders of the mob demonstrating with banners in the 

street• against the proposal to send athletes to Tokyo! ) 

Important laauea would centre r ound the answer of the 

American Olympie COllllll1ttee to the invitation, if and 

when received, but, for the reaaona prevloualy stated, 

it la extremely difficult for thla aide to make a move 

to aaeertaln whether the answer would, aa in the ease ot 

Britain, be in the negative. 

I have passed on to you - beoauae, aa I aald, 

I thought it might interest you - the aubatanoe of 
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Aberdare'• private conversation with me. It seems 

to be a very vital moment in the history or this great 

international sporting movement which has grown up under 

the auspices or the International Olympic Commi ttee, and 

which ia such a power, and growing power , for good-will 

amongst nations. 

We have reports from the North or great gales, 

and I am goi ng home to A.n Oala over the week-end to size 

up t he damage l We both r eturn t here at the end or 

March. 

Recent happenings in Germany do not appear to 

have falsified my comments to you from time to ti~e on 

the situation in that country. It ta true to say that 

the extremer spirits in the Nazi Party do not seem to 

have obtained on this occasion all that they had hoped 

for, but the "purge• that baa taken place , and the 

intenaitication or the ~ring aelt-aufticiency "drive~ 

cannot but compel ua to regard the tuture with an even 

greater anJtiety than heretofore . 

and yours. 

Faith ie very wellJ and we otten talk of you 

With our every good wish, 

Aa ever yours, 
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Sunday, February 20th 1938 

The Presiden t , 
The Whi t e Hous e , 

Wash ingt on , 
D.C. 

Dear Franklin , 

I have been at An Ca.la, and am in Edinbureh 

on my way back to London until the end of March . A 

lovel y , sunny day at An Ca la the view across s ea 

and I slands at its bes t and I did not want to come 

away to towns I 

On Thursday l ast , in L~ndon , Fa ith and I 

lunched with the Runcimans . Walter R. said that he was 

writing to you, and asked if I coul d send on his l etter 

so that it r eac hed your bands direct . I said that I 

co11ld do so. He has acoord ingly sent me the l etter, 

and I enclose i t witi t his . 

The "velocity " (to which you r efer i n your 

let ter of Feb . 10 ), with which worl d events move , i s 

incr easing almost hourly All the more r ea son that 

our statesmen here should take long views on t he 
h'ur opean / 
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European situation, or they wi l l n ever catch up - ipuch 

l ess k eep pace wi th - the c hanges that confront t hem 

as the duys pa ss . But after all there was no r eason 

why they 3hou ld have been surpri sed at t he lat est turn 

of e vents , unless indeed they did not beli eve - as some 

of us have a lways beli eved - t hat Hi tler ' s eyes had a 

f j xed s t are in an easterly and south easterly direction , 

and t hat nothing woul d divert him f r om his ob j ective . 

Thank you so much for suggesting da t es for us t o 

come to Hyde Park . That will be delight f'Ul, and we shall 

l ook forward very much t o it. Owi ng to my bu siness en-

gagements over h ere in October we will make~t as soon a f ­

t er Sep t ember 15th as suits you, and this you wi l l perhaps 

be k i nd enough to tell us l ater on in th~ear . 

With our warm regards, 

As ever yours, 

'1..~ /.."'"--; 
P . S. Feb. 21s t . Dur ing the night Anthony Eden has gone! 

All credi t and honour to him for the di s i nterested and 

pat riotic / 
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patriot ic- minded manner in whic h he has pursued his task 

as Bri t i sh Foreign Sec retary 1n most diffi cult times . But 
whatev er the past, we are dealing with the pres ent, and, 
as i t seems to me, in the point at issue, during the l ast 
few days, between the Prime Minis ter and Eden , the Prime 
Mi nis t er - who, as I suggested to you some months a go , is 

a "realist" in Foreign Policy - has t aken the right view 
of the national i nterest . The oper ative cause of the 

split between t hem has been a di f fer ence as to the timel i -
ness of conve r sa tions wi t h Italy. 

The outstanding difficul ti es with Ita ly are mainly 

three 1n number :-

(l) The presence of Itali an volUIJteers in Spain , and 
the fa i lur e to wi t hdraw t hem in spite of 
Italy's ostensible partic i pation in the wo .. ·k 
of the Non- Int ervention Committee . 

(2) Ital y ' s demand for the recognition of her con­
ques t of Abyssinia, a point which fal ls to 
be decided by t he League of Na tions , but on 
whi ch British influence mus t be far-reaching . 

(3) Italy ' s continuanc e of offensive propaganda. 

The poi nt on wh1 ch t ho t wo Ministers parted company 

was whether , as Neville Chamberla l n hol ds , t hese natters 
need / 
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need not be an impediment t o negotiations in the course 

of which they might be adjusted, or whether , as Eden 

velieves, assura.nces i n regard to t hem shou ld precede 

a general discussion . 

The Pri me Minister , i n bi s anxi e ty f or the r e-

l axati on of a t ens ion which he r egards a s und es irable 

and even dangerou s , is qu i t e c l early disposed t o l et 

nothing stand i n t h e way of a frank i nterchange of 

views ; Eden's position apparently is t hat these are 

bound to be fru i t less in the abs enc e of s ome guarantee 

that British views in regard to them will b e me t . 

The differenc e is one of procedure and not of 

pri nci pl e , and tha t fact, no doubt, explains why t hose 

Cabinet Mi ni sters who sympathise with Eden's vi ew have 

not t houcht i t incumbent upon them - a t any r a te up t o 

the moment - to fol low his example. 

Eden ' s res ignation will of course be a loss 

to the Government. He had a considerable fol lowing in 

the House of Commons , and in the country, and opponents 

of t he Government will interpre t lU s decision to re­
s ign / 
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r es i gn as proof that h is well-knovm devotion to the 

League of tfations is not shar ed by h i s colleagues . Poli­

t i cal capital will undoubtedl y be s ought by the Labour 

Party from this point of view. Bu t , however devoted some 

of us may be to the idea l s of the League, our first con­

sidera·tion must b r> the dangers to peace and to democracy -

exemplified once again in ~itler ' s speech yesterday -

inherent in t he sc ene that unfolds i tself befor e our eyes 

as the tentacles of the totalitarian Oc topi cre ep r e­

morseless l y outwards i n the pursuit of succulent prey 

with which to assuage their tyranic a l appetites . It 1vill 

not, in my judgment, be fotmd that ~den's depar t ure por­

tends i n any sense a weakening of the democrat ic front. 

I believe Chamberlain to be e s sentially a broadminded 

democr at- as was also his brother Austen - as antipathetic 

t o diotorships as any one of us, bu t wishing not to 

leave the smallest pebble unt urned in an endeavour to 

a scertain whether indeed t here exi sts a path t o a peac e­

:f'ul settlemen t of t h e world's tragedies. If all cannot 

a pprove his every s t ep, and , if, i n the event, he pr ove 
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prove unsuccessf\11 in his quest, at l east it will, I 

surlliise, be found tho. t in the process of his explora-

tions h A has not "let dovm" the policies and i deals of 

democracy. 4. !.. . 
-~ 

P . S .2 The last t i me I s aw yoi.rand my o ld fri end 

Rona ld Ferguson was in this Club. As you know, he 

and "Springy" were very gr eat fri ends. "Springy •s" 

vi ews on international affa i r s at this j m cture 

woul d have been most inter es tin g and va luable . 

)); '' 1. "--'I-
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The President 

The White House 
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AN CALA, 

ISLE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL. 

London, March 26th, 1938 

Washington, D, C, 

Dear Franklin, 

In accepting your very lt1nd invitation !or 

Faith and myself to coo1e a nd stay with you thia autumn, I 

asked i ! we might come as soon a!ter Sept , 15 as was conven-

-ient to you, Various matters, however , business and other-

wise, have tended to our being unable to leave Britain be-

-tore Oct ober, But , as J OU gave us up to November 15 , I 

am hoping that October will be as convenient !or you a s Sep­

-tember, 
We would propose t o arrive New York on Oct ober 16, 

and it wlll be very nice it JOU will allow us to oome to J OU 

about that time, 

Faith and I are ott this week t o Rome to stay 

with Eri c Perth t or 10 da,ys, We are looking forward t o 

seeing your Ambassador there , 
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the 
As 1t seems to me/Continental problems through 

which Edward Grey had to steer 1n pre-War da,,ye were simple 

as oompared with those which fall to be solved by the Br1t1ah 

Government at these times, It may well be that the chickens 

which have been wandering through the tangled Jungle of mis• 

-taken policies are now coming home to roost. P'a1lure to 

read aright from the beginning the ambitions and aep1rat1one 

of the Nazi regierung ot which failure, I trust, I am 

absolved by the tenor of m:t letters to you during the past 

7ear!-- have caused the situation with whi ch we stand con­

-fronted to-da,,y to be 1nf1n1tel y more complex than it might 

otherwise have been, But, however that ma,,y be, the policy 

now enunciated by the Prime Minister , setting forth the 

ciroU11stancee, and conce1v&ble"c1rcuastances, 1n which Britain 

would draw the sword -- whi ch is now being forged with redoub­

-led energy -- 1s a policy of which the great bulk of the 

nation approves. The House of Commons approved 1t without 

a division. The Labour Party baTe since said that they only 

approved of the •rearmament• part of the policy. But they 

cannot "baTe 1 t both wa,,y e 11
• TJa,eir Leader, Atlee, might 

eaa117, 1n debate, baTe arisen and said that the Party 



prop0eed to d1v1de 86a1net the Prime M1n1eter 1 e policy, whilet 
reserving their approval or an 1ntene1ve rearmament programme. 

a.it Atlee d1d not do eo. The Party did not go into the Div­

-ieion Lobby. The racte epeak tor themselves, namel7 , that 

the European poli cy adWllbrated b7 the Prime Minister hae large 
majority support in Britain and throughout the Br1t1sh CoC1111on-

-wealth or Nat1one. 
In the couree ot our daily taske 1n 

11te there 1s often eet betore ue -- with no other alternatives 
-- a choice or sv1ls. So tar ae the problem or Ital7 is con-
- cerned , I conceive the greater e•11 to be that ae Germany 

grew stronger Italy, 1t lett completely within her orbit, would 
inevitably become an obedient tentacle ot the German octopus, 

and that a Geraan "bloc" rrom the Baltic to the Mediterranean 

(and poee1bly to the Bosphor oe and the Black Sea) •1th all 1te 
probabilities ot a world-hegeaony-seeking conflict, would 

becoae an accomplished tact. It Britiah p0licy can avert 

such a "bloc" it will be proceeding in the direction or aare­

-guarding the independence ot South Jtaetern European States, 

-- now, most unbaPPil7, one lees in number -- and in ensuring 
the continuance or European peace. 

An ol d friend or mine (since achool daye) 



/ 
/, 

/: . 
Woodroffe by name , was dining wi th us a rew nights ago. He 
i s Chairman of Bri tish businesses operati ng l n Central 
China (where he has been a great deal ln recent years) ; l e 
a Chinese and Japanese scholar; and a great friend of Chang 
-Kai-Shek 'a and other prominent members of the Chinese 
Government . Woodroffe says that the information from var-
-1oue quarter s that is coming in to him now leads hlm to the 
belief that the beginning of the def eat or Japan, so far as 
her alms and objectives in China (particularly south of the 
Yellow River) are concerned, is definitely at band, and , he 
thinks , may be much nearer at hand than many people suppose. 
We must devoutly hope that he is r i ght in hie prognostications . 

Your .Ambassador in London has kindly invited 
us to lunch with them on April 10th, after our return trom 
Rome. Then, before Easter, we pack up for An Cal.a, and are 
much looking forward to the Spring growth in our garden, and 
to the "Seas and Hille of the West " wlth all the "freshness 
of life" that lingers on and around them •• How f ortunate 
indeed are we that we have these exceeding pleasures awai ting 
us at no distant date. 

With our every good wish, 

as ever 7our1, 
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Tlw Preeident, 

Th• White Houee, 

Wa•hington, D. c . , 

U. S.A. 

D•ar Franklin, 

~ 
• 

AN CAI.A, 

181.E OF SEii., 

ARGYi.i.. 

2lat June , 1938. 

So many thanks tor your letter ot May 13th. It 

ie delighttul that it euits you tor us to co11111 to you to 

Hyde Park after our arrival in New York on October 16th. 

We ehall look forward to our viait very 11\lOh indeed. The 

plan• you envisage tor ue sound moet entranc~. We 

will attend your behest and will bring old clothes! I 

am pretty good in the "old cloth••" line! Fa ith, not 

quite ao good! What member ot the tai r sex r•ally i s ?l 

I am atraid I cannot bring !IQ' oldest thing i n the ·~ ot 

clothes I It i• a kilt jacket I had .. da tor me in the 

year lll03 - 35 yeare agol I could not bring it and wear 

it without bringing and wearing nry kilt ; • o that rule• 

it out , aa a kilt at ffJde Park would be the oau•e tor -

I am not qui ta 8Ul'e what J 

~ "old olotbea• •tol')' i• quite the best in that 

l ine we have aver heard, and amused us mightilyl I hope 
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I m&y ••• !!!!.!: eu1t/ It ought never to be allowed to pasa 

away into oblivion/ A gla•• oaae ahould be 1ta ultimate 

resting plaoel 

We bad a very intere•t.ing via1t to the Perth• in 

Rome. I waa 1mprseeed by the joy ot the Italian p.ople 

at beilllJ able onoe again publloly to demonstrate their 

friendly teelings towarde Britain. As an Italian ea1d to 

me, • deapits our newepapera, we Italian people never, even 

at the h.e1ght ot aanotiona, beoame ant1-Br1t1ab". Nor, 

1 t -Y be added, dld they ever beoome pro-Geri-.n, Between 

Geri-.n and Italian no att1n1ty exists. And the man in 

the street 1n Italy knew well what the Roms-Berlin axle 

meant to a!!!• namely , ultimate aubjeotion to the alma and 

pol1o1ea ot Na11-1em. He bated, and at111 batee , the 

Spmieh adventure, particularly aeeing that, •• did David 

unto Uriah the Hittite, Pranoo puta the Italian• in the 

toretront ot tile battle. And th• 1ntroduotion ot the 

gooee-atep into tbe Italian arm:y by Jluaaolin1 brou~t down 

a meaaure ot ridioule upon the latter '• baad. 

oannot attord to be ridiouled by their people/ 

Diotatore 

It wae .,.ry nio• eeeing Phillipe in Rome, looking 

very well , 8 nd, ae alwaya, imrueneely liked on all bande. 
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AN CALA, 

ISLE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL. 

It _, very nioe too tor me to eee, as an old friend of 

both, the cloae oontaot between him and Perth. It 

reminded me or those war-daya in Washington when ao muoh 

waa aocompliahed, aa you well remember, by intimate 

friendly oontaot between your people and ours. Which 

reminds me that OUy Clllunt has been writing hi• lite 11to%')' 

recently in a Sunday newspaper! He tells a good - but 

sometimes well-stretched-out - yarn, in breezy fashion! 

I have not seen him in yeare. 

Aa you truly remark, when pred1otiona on this aide 

in relation to European at'taire have besn or the gloomiest, 

things have miraoulou.sly mnoothed themaelvea out. Whether 

this will al'Wa1• be 10 aeema to depend upon something 

beyond our oaloulationa, namely, the workings or the 

abnormal mind ot Hitler. From various ot '1111 friends in 

high British diplomatic oirolea, when I have asked them 

in reoent ••ska in London tor their opinions regarding 

the t'Uture, I have obtained muoh tbe aame answer, •rt ia 

impoeaible to toreoaet with aJ:Q" precision what will ieaue 

forth from Berobteagaden.• One thing, aa it ••em• to me, 

oan be aaid with aome degree ot certainty and that ia that 

from over the edge ot the Bayarian Alpa there hanga a line 
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AN C.t.LA , 

I &LE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL. 

waiting to ti•h with un•&TOUl'J bait i n • iv troubled - t era. 
A• Van•ittart ••id to - - when Faith and I were lunching 
recently in London with hil'll and hill wite ( whOlll you remember 
well aa Kr•. Col't'illa Barolay) - •-1k baok a long any traok 
that lead• 1n the direotion ot po••ibla dittioultie• or 
trouble, and you will a lmos t invariably tind your•elt in 
Barltn•. 

Tbe two out •tanding p•yohologlo•l tacts that ha't'e 
•arged .tnoe the sv ing appear to b8 tirlt ly that th9 
An•ohluss thoroughly •-kened thi• oountry, and !Nropa 
general~, to the real meaning ot Naai-i•a, and Hast 
polioy; and aeoondly that the • t ern attitude adopted 

•e•eral week8 ago toward• Nast dee1gna on Oseohoalo't'llkia 

-• a •et-'baok - the tir•t - to Hitler, •al to hi• prestige. 
He oame ba ok in an angry mood troa hi a rl lit to Rome; and 
the O•eohoslovakian "•et-b•ok", plu• the dittioultiee in 
Au • t r1a due to the dda-tracking ot the Au•trian Hasi• by 

tha Oerm.n llasi hiararob;r , ha n turthar di •turbad him. 

What will b8 the ett•ot ot •11 th••• happening• on hi• 
and h h polioy? Who oan an•wer that que•tion? But 
upon the an8wer _,. bang the iaaua• ot peaoe or -r. A 

terrible retlaot1an tNt the p;>llldbilltles ot a1Hry and d eath 



AN CALA, 

or hwaanity lie in that 

ISLE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL . 

mountain Obilet at the 
meroy or a mind twiated to believe that it 1• in proximity 
or t ouoh with the Divinity, and ia oaat in .uperlor mould 
to that or ordinary mortala . 1r there be oonaoling 
thoughts, they are riratly, that the increas ing armaments 
or Britain ara an 1n.auranoe aga1nat war, and aeoondly, that 
the Ozeohoalovakian ep1aode aerved to re-olothe the 
Reiohawehr Chiera with ao• or their loat power. Stnnge 
indeed 1a the ramion in whioh rortune hande out her girtel 
Here are we, rour am twenty year• a.rter the Great War, 
irw;,ing ror more power to 0011• to the Military Party in 
Gen.ny aa a -an• or rurthering th• oauae or peaoel 

I wae highly deli~ted to notio• your electoral 
triumpha, and congratulate you heartily upon them. llay 
they aid y~ in the great taak ot benerio1al rerorme upon 
which you are enpged, and point the way to ruture viotoriee. 

Paith ••nds to both ot you her greetinga end beat 
wiahea, aa do I, 

u ever yours, 

4~ ~~ ... 
~ P.S. We ahall be going to Ottawa to atay a tew day• with John Tweedamuir arter leaving you. 
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I SLE OF SEIL , 

ARGYLL . 
...... 

The -<President 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 
Dear l.l'ranklin, 

Walter Runoiman starts two days hence on hie a l l-important Kieaion to Prague, and hie activities will be wel l under way be­fore t h is letter reaches 1ou . 
To-day I have reoeived trom him a pereonal letter to J Our­aelt wbioh be asks ae to send on t o JOU, You will find hi e letter 

enoloaed herewith. 
The trust r eposed in him bJ both aides -- and indeed bJ the bulk ot European Governments and people• -- is a tremendous tribute to him, and a well- placed tribute at that, Ot British statesmen whoa I have known in D:f time hi• oharacter, outlook, Judgment and prescience are aore akin than those or &n1 other to .!dward GreJ, whose close triend be wae. I ea1d to him that were Gre1 •till with ue he would waral.J have approved ot hi• (Runciman'e) eelec­-tion tor thla aomentoue Mission. 
The eyes ot civilisation will be tocueaed upon him. Vast may be the ieeuee arising trom bis deliberations. .Ul peace-loT­-ing peoples wlll wish hi• well. And, e1nce Britiah re-araament attained it• present -- and displ ayed it• potential -- proportions, there are aore peaoe-loving peoples on the continent or Europe than there were when Britain wae weak! NeTertheleea, we .must not be blind to t.he agel••• tact that a leopard oannot change it• epote, 

'l'be Parliament.&J7 ••••ion ended Jeeterday, Ite outstanding teaturee b&Te been the unquestioned doainance ot the Prime Minister, and tbe weakness in autboritatiTe personel and in debate ot the Opposition, The Prime M1nieter'e critic• have never oh&llenged the •inceritJ ot bi1 deeire tor peace, and tbeJ eeea to be becoming leas and lees certain that bla methods are a ietalicen, 

Faith and I eend J OU our greetings and best We bope that JOU bad a retreabing and healthful trip, and tiabing than untaTourabl• weather baa giTen ue or l ate! auch looking forward to October. 
a1 •T•r 7oure, 

wi shes, 
better 
We are 
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Wl:IO ' S \'lllO FOR DI NNER PARTY AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER !tl'H,1938, 

----------------
Mr. Charles Rebert . Member ot the Taritt Commission. Descendant ot one ot the very earliest Yrenoh Canadian settlers, who settled in the Island ot Montreal about 16,0. 
Miss B. Smart . 

Col onel and Mrs. J .D.Fraser . Honorary Aide-de-Camp to His Excsllenoy . A lumberman , 

Kr. David Johnson. Solicitor in the Department ot Finanoe. 
Kr . R. Fredenburgh. Third Secretary to the Prime Minister . 
Mr. John Rowley . Young Barrister . 

Who ' s WHO FOR DINNER PARTY AT GOThRNKKNT HOUSE 
1 on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 1936 . 

Kr . ll' .E. Bronson and ~li es Bronson. Chairman of the Federal Diatriot 
Colllliilssion . His daughter, Miss Br onson , is at Lady 1£...r ~aret•s Ball, at Oxtord. 

Brigadier and ).!rs . H.H.Matthews . 
just left the command 
Ontario . 

Adjutant General ot Canada . Has 
ot the Royal Military College , Kingston , 

Colonel and Mrs . Maurice Pope . General St att ot the Department ot National Def ence. Mrs. Pope came trom Belgium. 
Mr , and Mrs, A, D, P,Heeney , First Secretary to the Prime Minister, 
Dr. Robert R. Coats. Dominion Statistician , 

. "· r. ~ . ~ ,_ -~ ' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Hovember 1 , 1938 . 

t.a:l.10 FOR THE PRESIDEllT 

You said you wanted 

this returned so you oould 

writ e t o her . 

G. 
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Returuoc1 r:oa t~te 4ept, 
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THC WHtTE HOUSC: 
WASHIHOTON 

llov..W..r 2, l9J8 

llll:OIWIDUll FCR THE S ·;CRETJ.Rl'. 01' STATE1 

I think thio rill intero•t 7<>0 · It io ey 
an En&llah !'r1end ot aine and 1i• e• acm inte.reat.­

ing parellole. Plo•~o retu.m when you •ro finished 

with it. 
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PRIVATE 

110'!' FOll P\lllLICATION 

THE CZEOROSLOVAX OP.ISIS, 1938. 

so~o aayine• - bofore . during , And l\!ter. 

~. Cle.,,,neeau, 1n "l'Ho,,.,. Libre 1 , Pebn>ary, 1914:- "Are we 
conde::ined in perpotulty to atui!Y the Jt&1aer1a face every 
mornint; in order t o know whet her wo shall bo allowed to 
live in peace for yet another da,v. CO!l€ratulatin& our­
aelvoa thAt the C>O~ent baa not yet come whon that gra­
cious monarch will decide that his 1ntereat lloa in 
wring!n& our neck? 11 

!!err Hitler, in "Mein xainpr11 : - "The tradttionel foreign pol­
icy oi tful Gerllk'\ll nation shall and muot run aa !oUowo: 
!lever allow the ex!atMce of two Continental Povera in 
Europe. Regard it aa a dut~ to prevent ..• a aecond 
mili tary Power comlnJ; Into axistence, a."ld • •• should auch 
a State alread..v exlat. to stri~e it down. 

"'i'ho reault1 of an allinnco v1th Efl&land and Italy 
. . . and . . . a rapprochement with these tvo count rlea ..• 
~ould e,ive Ge rmany tho opportunity of ~liking , nt he r 
absolute leisure , thoae re arations which would re uire 
o o taken in or er to oett e our scoro wit ra.nce •... 

France, the deadly En8lll1' of our People , would become 
isolated .... . . 

11 h is only when . • • • the vi tal1ty of the German 
Mt1on •.. le concentrated on an active and Clnal rec!<­
onln& with France and er14;acea in one la1t decla1ve fight 
with r&a.lly a;:ibitiou1 alma, only then. I aa.v. will it be 
po1eible to tenoinate the everlasting and intrlnaicelly 
barren contest betveen ua 1U1d France: provided always 
that Ger;r.any sees In the a.~nlhilation of France only a 
meN>e to give our nation the opportunity to expand in 
anothor place .... . . 

ilfo l·lattone.l Social ht s must assure to the OerMn 
people tho land and territory which l a their due on 
thla oe.rth ....• Tho right to land and territory can 
becor:io a duty when, wi thout territorial expan•lon, a 
creat people appoara doomed to decay. .And p&rticulnrly 
la this t~.a ceeo, when ve are not dealing with any odd 
Niger 9eople but the Oercan trniver8'll aother, which has 
4lven the vorld of toda,v it1 cultural fono ....• No 
grl\Ce froQ any other peonl • vill give u1 tho land. but 
only the fo rce of a victorious sword ....• , I muat 
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turn In the slw.rpdot mnnnor conceivable agnlnet thoao 
nationnl •cribblera who oeo ln such n violntlon of ter­
ritory n violation of aeered h\1.':811 rlghta •.......... 

"A Stnte that in en ""9 of racial poiaonlog de­
votee itaelf to tho cultiv~tion of its beat racial 
element a must one dAy become Lord of the Earth" . . .. . • 

(The foregoinc paeaa;:ea fro"' "Mein Xac:pf11 wer e 
either ecnaored or ol!l!tted in the E!J6lieh edition.) 

Chancellor Hitler , to o.n eaeociete. et the time of Ge rmany'• 
depar ture from the Leai;ue of N1>tlono i n 1933 : - 11 It 
will be bette r for Ger1!181ly to be outside the League !or 
than we can delight the world wl th our eurprhea. 11 

Herr Hii;::nJ.er, at the Y.ecorial Service. in July 1933. in 
honour of the aaaa1aln1 of Dr. Rothenau: - "W'o ae'cnowled&e 
f r eely end fran.~ly tfuit we honour your deed ea a great 
historicol act , and that we will alwaye regard i t in 
that liiht . Like ¥OU , we ccn of tha S.S. are ready 
every momont to bo unatinting of the blood both of our­
aolvee o.nd or othera. if it concerns the fatherland•. 

Dr. Goebbela , o.t Nll~emberg . April? , 1936:- "Oppor t unit ioe 
are raro .. . ..... We bolievo that the rare coment has 
come when the wor ld will be dlatrlbuted enev ..... . ..• •• 

"It la said abroad that llazie are eo dieacr eenble; 
t'lat they are alwaya eprlnt;int; eurprisea; and that the 
wor st of it waa that they alwll,Yt did thla at week-end• 
when Cabinet Minlote r a wer e out of town. Woll . when we 
occupied tho Rhineland we waited until Br itain and France 
r.ad begun to quarrel about Abyoalnia, and when the 
!eat~ora vare Cl.)'ll'lG ve '&&id. •now lt la our turn' ! 
The probloci of Colonies too mutt be aolved. ''e cannot 
eay when i t will be 1olved. Juat as i t was impoeslble 
to pr edict when Austri ll would be lncorpor1>ted . t ho Rhine­
l and reoccupied or conscr ipt i on introduced, but all 
theee problems were aolved when tho Roich wai""i:::aJ.1.• 

Chancellor Hitler , et Munich. Apr il 1938: - "I do not believe 
tfuit there can bo peBce among tho nAt ions unt l l t hey all 
hove the ao.me l Bw o.nd eyat em of laws . That i• why I 
!lope thl\t tlat i onal Soclalhm will one <ley extend over 
the vbolo vorld . Thlo ie :io fantastic dream but an 
achievable object.• 
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Herr Konrad Henleln , leader of tho SUdeten German Party , at 
Pracuc. October 8, 19~3 : - 11By i dentifylnt; ourselves 
with the Czechoslovak State we assent also to the 1\tnda­
mental idea of democracy which guaranteca the equal 
r ights of peoples. and 11e are firmly resolved to put 
into effect and utilise all the resour ces of d iplomacy, 
in order to reach a peaceful and profitable co-opera­
tion botwcen tho pooplos of thi s State, and thus to 
contribute substantially to the pacification of the 
whole of Central Europe. 

11'1/e assess the Czech people, whose de st lny 1s in­
extricabl:1 bound up •1,1i th ours in these te rritorieA , a& 
a cultural nation equal in quality to 1111 peoples in 
Central Euro9e. 11 

Herr Henlein, speaking in London , in 1934: - "I have never 
at any time fuid ru>y rolatione with tho p r esent German 
Governr.ient . I have never seen Herr Hitl e r . I have 
neve r spoken to him; I have nevor corresponded with him 
or negotiated with him in any way . 11 

Herr Henlein, in a lectur e before t he Royal I nstitute of In­
ternat i onal Affairs, LOndon , 1935:- 11 Both pan-Germanism 
and j'i().D-Slav!sm lead Inevitably t o a catastrophe. Those, 
t hor eforo, who are ssriously concerned about ~eace in 
Europe, and regard t he discussion of peace not es mere 
empty talk . which involves no commitments, lllUst finally 
once and fo r all drop all those impe r ialistic ideas. 11 

Horr Henlein, in an interview with a renrcsentat i ve of 11 The 
Dally TelegrapS11 in December , 1935':- 11TerrHorial re­
vision of treaties is no solution. It is i rm)OS•ible to 
detach t he Gorman-speal<inr, parts of Czechosl~vakia from 
the Republic . Pan-Germanism, as a E>>ropoan policy. Is 
at lenst as disastrous an pan-Slavism, and will lead to 
catastrophe . " 

Herr Eenleln, at Prague , February , 1936: - 11 I t 1a ridiculous 
in i t self t o allege tlii\t I and my fellow-worker s, who 
to -day comprise the mouthpieces of the Sudeten German 
Home Front , !>.ave in thought and speech borrowed from 
German llnt1onal Socialism. or that we have ta'<en any 
lesaonn f rom 1 t . 11 
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Chnncellor Hitler , !Mking for the first time n sir.nifir.a.nt 
reference t o the Sudoten Gorrr.ans i n a speech to the 
lleich nl11£ , Fo'On mry , 1938:- "I will not tolerate the 
continued op!)reeslon of 3 ,500 .000 Ger mans . " 

Fioltl-Marehal G8 r 1n;; , after the Auotrian Anachluss , to t he 
Ozoch l.:iniator in :Berlin , March , 1938 :- 11Ge r lllllny he.n 
no ~ostilo intentions agai nst Czechoslova~la . I bive 
;;ou "1Y word of honour. and I can ruid thAt .,... wish only 
for bett or re l nt i ons11 • 

Field-!forsha.l Gll r ine; , nt Vienna. , afte r the Anschluss , ~:nrch , 
1938:- iltf anyone gets In C1)I WlJ.// f will step on hi& 
feet. 11 

Prime !·finiater Ch.amber la. in , in the Souse of Commons . March 
24, 1938 :- 11Br italn ca.n i;iYe no gua rruit ee to so llUto ­
mat i cally to the assistance of Czechoslovakia should 
she be o.ttackod. llor can she plec!Ge herself to give 
full militar;' aid to FrMce unde r the Fro.nco-C•echo­
slova!r: Treaty . If war broke out , t-oweve r . othe r coun­
t r ies besides those which we r e partios to the or iginal 
d1snute olit;;ht nlmost i~'1l0diately be involved . This is 
espec i ally true in the ca•e of two countrieo like 
Britain and Prnnce , with lonb associations of friend­
ahip , wit:> i nt e r ests closely int or -woven , devoted t o 
the same ideal s of de;:iocratic l iber ty nnd de ter oined to 
uphold then . 11 

Ca;>tnin l"rit• Wi ede!llann , !!itler's Adjutant who vioi ted London, 
in a meosn.p,e to Lo rd Halifax , July 20 , 1938 : - "The 
Ger:r.an Government is NlXiouo for a peacefUl solut i on of 
the Sudeton-German pr oblem, and He rr Hitler is convinced 
that with goodwill on both sideo a work ing a rrangecent 
can be reached11 • 

Herr l!enlein . in conversation Hith a special correspondent at 
! i;er (Sudetenland) , J uly 25, 1938 :- "I absol utel y rule 
out war '"" a pos sible solut ion of our Sudeten difficul-
tie~. no matter ~ow the co!!UDU.llicatlons turn out . . . .... . 
We tl.o not e.ak fo r annexation to the Gercian Reicht1 . 

Pr ic'.e Minister Ohamborla i n , i n tho liouoe of Com.iions, September 
28 , 1938 :- "On Septembe r l !ierr Heal.ein went to ller chteo­
;;aden to consult with !'err Sitler about the situ•t\on •..• • 
after his retur n it bocruno clear tr.>lt the SUdeten l eaders 
inoisted on the compl ete oatisfact i on of the eight Cnrla­
ba d points . ... , . Herr Hitler ' s epeech at Nure~berg on 
Sept ember 12, and in particul ar his r efer ence t o German 
81.lppo r t for t ho cause of the Sudeten Ge rmans , hai an 
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1m:nod1ato and unfortun~t~ effect nmonc thooa people. S~rioua 
r1 ot1n,~ tool' ;>ll\ce . , •.. . l\ll\rtinl law wne proclnir.ied 
on Se~ter.iber 14 Herr Henle in i osuod n proclnmation thnt the 
Cnrlab&d. ;>ointe wore no lo~er enou.;;11. o.nd , ..• thereupon 
!led to Gcr:Mny1'. 

In the !louee of Co""'°"' on the eve 
rturo for ?racue . Jiili 25. 1938:- "lie 

\ :.ave 1cpresao upon t vorn.::.lent or zec.toa ovl\.J: a and also 
upon the Ger:ra.~ Gove,..,,,.nt ou.r own sense of the desirability 
of ronrnint . lfe hnve noted with tatiafaction the efforts 
which tho Czech Govornmont have made, and wo hl\va aloo been 
very ht\ppy to rocoive aaeuro.ncea , only recently renewed. from 
the German Governr.iont of thoi r own desire for n peacof'ul solu­
tion . " 

• i'iold ltarahal GOring, Aueu•t , 1()38:- "We got well nhead in re-
nn:ru:ent? 5 

Price Minister Chal:ibcrlnin, In the Souee of ColQIOnt , Septecber 
29, 1938:- •Dlirlni; lurun tord :!wlcl...n1a efforts haC! been 
directed , with a c?ntldernble measure of aucceaa, towards 
brl!li;lng the SUdeten and Ciechoalova.~ negotiato ro together. 
In the ~•Antima •••. , early In Au;;ust, wo received reports 
of mil i tary preparnt \ont in Germany on nn e~tonelve ocale 
• , ... His 11.aJc•ty• a A.'nbnaondor in Ber lin wee instructed in 
tho ml~dle of Aui;uut to point out to tho Garman ()overnzent 
that these abnormal men1uroG coul d not fail to be Inter­
pret ed abroad as n thr•atonlng &••ture towards Czochoalo­
vl\kia .... . Rerr von !\ibbontrop re;>lled In a letter In which 
ho refused to disC"Jat tho milltar;• ceaaurea referred to, and 
ox;ireased the opinion that the British effortt in PrftCJO had 
onl7 aervad to lncroaae Czech Intransigence. In tho !ace of 
th1a attitude Ris !-laje1ty' 1 Gove rru:ient, throuo;h the Chancellor 
of tho ~xchequer , vho happened to be opea!tlng nt Lannrk on 
Auguot 2?, drew attention 0«ai n to ao~.e word• I had used on 
Morch 24 in thi o !lou•o. He decl ared that there wan nothi n& 
to ndd or t o vary In the etntement which I h&d made .. , , . .. 
Towards the and of Aue:uat f'urthor events occurred which 
mnrked the lncroaalng aorlousnesa of t ho situation. The French 
Governi::ent •. .. took certain preceutlocary coaauroa. Including 
the calline; up of re1ervo1 to cnn the ~.ll(;inot Lino ..• .. .. On 
Aucuat 31 Sir llevillo l!endenon GllVC a atro!lf; peraonal vornlng 
to tho State Secretary at tho Vilhelc1tra11• re&ardlnc; the 
probable attitude of HI• Mo,loety'a Govenuoent in tho event of 
Gen:>an nggresalon 11&aln1t C•echo•l~vo\1. 1 , On September l the 
Ambnesador repeated 111 a ptroonnl end moat urgont mooa,..;e the 
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warning ho 'iHd nlroady given to foe Stnte Secretary on 
tho p:-evious d.::l.v • . • . . • The A.11bneoador vn1 nt ?:uromberg 
froc Septe~ber 9 t~ Scpteober l~ . and h~ took every op­
,ortunity t o i:::;>re11 on tho leadin& Ger.:lNI personalities, 
ouch ll9 l'ield 11.ara!ll\l G8ring, Horr von l'Ubbentrop. Dr. 
Goobbel a , Baron von Neurath , Md. Baron von lfeiszll.cker the 
attitude o! His V.ajcoty ' s Govornr.ient no aet forth i n -qf 
•J>•och o! V~uch 2·1 Md rapented o:- "'II rir,ht hon. friend. 
th3 Chnnc~llor of the ?xc~e~uer. on Aucu•t 2? . Our Ao­
basaador re~orted th4t there Ct\11 be no ground for any 
doubt in tho minda of tho Gormrui Govarnmnnt as tho roeult 
of thoeo efforts. Leet auch action might h.• ve a cont rary 
effect to w!v\t waa intended, it was decided. not to "'11cc 811:¥ 
por•o~.al roprosont&tion to ~orr R1tlor himaol~. Tho !rench 
Govornr..ent wer e info rmed of tho warnings which !13d been con­voyed by Sir llovil lo i!ondcroon nt !luram'oor g. On Soptomber 9 
tho Cnbinot decided to ta!<e C"l'tl\in procoutionary naval 
:teaauraa , includiJIC the co:o:ii11i~ning ot mine-lo.yore t1nd 
ainc-swoopera. and o~ sc,te~bor 11 r i:nde a state::ont to 
tho Prcoo • . .. . stroeai ng in particular the probability , in 
cortnln oventualit ioe , of Groat Britain going to tho naaiat­nnco of Franco . !!ia ~fllJcsty' u Govornlll;)nt felt tl\..~t in tho interoato of C•echoalova'.<la it wno vi tal !or Dr. Benes to 
co unroMrv•dly to tho ll::i t of conceHion. Dr. :Benes ,..,_ 
•ponded to these O><JlOCt:>tiona .... • l!ia Ml\,jesty• • Minister 
in Prf\[;Ue waa instructed on Soptomber 22 to inform Dr . Bonoo thAt His ~~Joot:-•a Government woro profoundly conec iouc of 
the i"""'n•• sacrifice• to which the Czechoel ovak Govorn-
cient hrui a«reed, nnd the great public epirit they had shown. 
The Czec~ ?roposale, the ao-c~lled Fourth Plnn . h4d been put 
forward in the hope of averting a general discotor And sav-1116 Czochoalovalcin f rom invasion . The C:echoslovol': Govern­
c,nt 's readtnesa to IO to such extreme 11clta of concession aesured her of n cieaoure o! oy:qinthy ~hlch nothin' else could 
have aroueed. " 
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Runoimlln , in hi• Retort or So~tombor 21 , 19381 - " In my opinion -- and I So !eve in t e opinion of the more re ­
aponaiblo or tho Sudoten leaders - - tho so- called C•ech 
Fourth Plan ombod1od al.moat all the rcquireaont1 or the 
Kbrlab4d eight points , ond with o. littlo olaritico.tion 
and orlonsion could hovo boon modo to o over thom in 
tho1r ont1 rety. ~ogotiotiono should o.t onoo ha~ been 
resumod on this tavourab l o and hopotul be.sis : but little 
doubt rol!'.6in.o in my ::aind that the very fact that they 
wcr o 10 tovourablo opo rotod againot thoir chances with 
tho moro oxtromo mombo ra ot tho Sudoton Germon party , , , 
Tho Czooh Coverlll'lont go~ wny at oncd to t ho dome.nda 
of tho Sudeten Ooman party in the mottor or tho incidmt 
at l.'.llhrisoh-Ostrou on Soptombor 7 , but 1 ruo convinced 
that thia did not suit tho policy or t ho Sudoton 
e rlromiato , and t hot incidonta wcr o provoked ond in­
s t 1gatod c.'l Soptor.abor 11 , and with groator eftoot o.tter 
Herr Hitlor ' s spooch !lt 11\lr umber g on Soptembor 12 • 
• • • , Dir ectly and indi rootly , tho connexion botween 
tho ohiof Sudeton l oaders e>nd tho Govo rrnent or tho 
Reioh had booono tho dominant factor in tho situnt i on; 
tho d1aputo wns no lo~or e>n internal ono . It wna not 
port or ay :f'Unot1on to attoopt mdint1on betwoon 
Cioohoalovakia and Cernany. Responalbility for tho 
rinal bronk must , in my opinion, r ost upon Hor r Honl oin 
o.nd Horr Fr onk nnd upon thoao of thoir supporte rs insido 
nnd outside tho count ry who wer e urginr, t hem t o orlr omo ind' unoonstitutiontll &ction ••••• • " 

Pr1mo llinieter Chaoborlain, in Houeo ot Commons , Se tcmbor liB 
1 - Ho rr it or mndo 1 p n n n Boro osga on 

Ori'Soptomber 15) that ho had m£<do up hio mind t hnt the 
Sudoton Oonnnns muat hnve tho right or re turning ir thoy 
..-I. shed to thD Reich . If thoy oould not achiovo this by 
t he ir own offorta , ho would l\Oaist thum to do ao , nnd ho 
deoln rod ent oGorionl ly that rnthor than wnit ho would bo 
~arod to dole n wor ld wn r . At ono point ho oompldnod 
of Br itish throats o.gninat him, to which 1 replied that 
ho i:wat distinguish botweon " throat and o warning , and 
that ho might hnvo ,just oouao for complA int 1t I o.llowod 
him to t hink thnt in no ci r ournstnnooa would Grout Britain 
go to wnr wit h Cormany wh:ln in tnct ttvirc woro conditions 
in which auch a continr,enoy nit;ht e>ri ao . 

• so atr ongly ~id I got tho l.cproea i on that tho 
Chunoollor wna oontempl cting e>n i.mr.iOdiotu invaoion of 
Ctoohoaloveldo thnt I ns kod him why ho hnd ollol'lod mo to 
trnvol a ll tlmt way , ainoo I wn• ovld ont l y wutlng mytiino . 
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" I hnvo no doubt nOl'r l ookin visit 
o.lono provontod An nvc.a on , 
~· 

Prim IUnietor Chwnborl(l.in, in tho !!0'180 of Canmons So tombo r 
, 1 - t m dn r. ""'eting wit rr t or n 

GodoabOrg on Soptombor 23, 1938) •1 spoko vory frc.nkly • 
and I bitterly roprOt>ohod tho Chnncollor for hia t'niluro 
to roapond in <>ny wo;y to tho offorts vhich I hod Cltldo to 
aocuro ponco •••• Ho rr Hitlor r opontod to mo with gront 
onrnostncss thnt this wna tho lnat of his torritorinl 
c.mbitions in Eur ope , , , • It is truu ho onid , ' Thero 
is ono nwlcwnrd question, tho Coloruoa , but tho.t 1a not n 
mt1ttor for wnr - thor o will be no mobili zntion about 
thnt I o o o • 

". • • • Yoatordny mornini; Sir Hornco Wilson ro ­
•=d hia convorsntiona \11th Horr Hitler nnd , ••• 
by my instructions ropontod to hi"1 in procia• torms , 
tho upshot or our oonvorentions with tho rronoh on tho 
26th r.nd 26th , """"ly, that if tho Czechs rojo>ot the 
Gon:llln J.lcmornndw:> Md Gomnny Atto.cks Ctvchoslovn.kin , llC 
hnd boen informod by tho) Franch Gover nr.lOnt thnt thoy 
would fUlfil thoir obliGntions to Ct oohoslovnkin , nnd 
thnt should tho for ooo of FrAnoo in oonooquonoo booa:ie 
notivol y • ntnged in hostilities ngo.inet Ge rmtlny tho 
br itioh Gove rnment would fool ob ligod to suppor t thon , 
Horr Hitler infonnod Sir Hornoe l'lilson thnt o.otion would 
be tnkon o.t 2 p. m. todC\y. , .• " 

Chnnoellor Hitler , i.~ lotter to Pri~o Hinistor Cha.~borlo.in , 
SoptoobOr 23, 19381 - " fllo 60hr.Viour of tllo C•oollo-
1lovnk Gover nment onn only bo doscribt;d dUrin& rooLnt 
wooks nnd dnye ca tllldnoaa . Tho aituotion ia ur.bcornblo 
end will n<7H bo torminoted by mo." 

Proftidont Roooovo l t to Horr Hitl or, Soptembor 27 t;J9381 -
11 Tho question boforo tho world tod11y, l.!r. C oohor, 
is not n question or urror a of judgment or 1njuaticea 
oa:imitted i n tho poet , It is n question of tho l'nta 
or tho world tode>y Md tcoorrow , , , , , Tho proaont 
nogotintions etill atMd open . They con bo continued 
1r you ti"" the word." 

Primo lliniater Chnnborlnin, in the i!ouso of Coi:consfn Ootobor 
S, 19S8, outlined tho diff oronoo bO~on llOrr tlor•s 
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"Gcdoabvrg" 11..IOoro.ndun nnd tho • rour- Powcra• At;ru~ ­
ount r.t L!uniOh no i ollowa : -

COl>£SllERG w.; I CH 
Mur.ioro.ndwi 'Wftl , in foot , 

o.n ultimntuo with n tino 
limit or six dnyc . 

Bvncuntion nnd occupn­
tion of tordtory by OonnM 
forces to bu conplotod in 
ono op(U'ntion by October l . 

G<Jrrr.n liM on Gorloobo rg 

Agroomont ruvortud 
to tho ori&ino.l Anglo­
Fren oh proposnla . 

Evr.cuntion Md ocoupn­
tion to bo onrr!ud out in 
five olonrly dofinod atngus 
botwuen Octebor 1 rnd 10. 

l..ino now to bo rixed by 
on Intomntiono.l CCll\l'\18 -ntlp toalc in c.rona not pro ­

dcnit~ntly QQrr.11.n in ohnro.c- sion. 
tor . 

Aruna on C&uch aido to !>.. Pkbiocito r r..na to bo 
suboittod to plobiaoito !.-id dcfinud by Intcrl"l'tional 
down by OonJl\l\y, w!iu runs Ccc:liooion , tho criterion 
tho::e on Gon.nn lido lort u:>- to bo their prodonint:.ttly 
dotinod . Gcn::nn ohnro.otor . 

Oorrr.n oecupr.tion of Plobisci to erona to bo 
plobisoito Lr~11 up to ti.cw OQoupiod 11t onco by on 
of plobiaoitu , 1\J1d thon troopsintornntionnl force . 
to bo withdrnvrn . 

Uvmornndum did not in­
dicnto ho11 voto would bo 
tnkon, r aising rcnrs thnt 
l nr&o nrons might bo aoluoted 
which would oporr.to diorul -
vnntngcouoly to Caooho-
Slovnkin , 

Bvncu11tion without d<llll\&­
ing cxicting inotnlletiorui , 
n.nd no food , cnttlo , or rc.w 
nntorirla to bv movud . 

Plobisoito to bu tnkon 
on tho Sne>r bnsia by anr. ll 
ndr.>ini atrntivo nroe>c . 

Agroomont included 
scvoral vulu!\blu provi­
sions whioh found no plcco 
in tho Godoabor& llo:ooro.ndlc. 

Lord Clw.tfioldf;oox- Firot S"" Lord or the Adml.re>ltl'.L...!!!, tho 
Hou.no of rda ,. Oolof\Or 3, 1938: - "fhOro 11 no roni'O.~ 
f or tfu Britich !Spiro to bo e>fr e>id of anybody ao long 
o.s 'KO koop ctr ong. It io enid we hnvo lost proatigo . 
I do not bol1uvo it . '.lo wor o led into o.n ittpre>otioe>ble 
position, nnd h.~d to nbcmdon it . Thoco who l ad uc thoro , 
not tho ttltion eta n whol o , he>vo lost prootigo. 

"Ho militnry notion oould hnvo snvod C•ochoalovnkiet . 
11ht'.t wnc tho 11ood of snyi ng ton lllf'n inn lion's dun , 
' Navor mind ir ho d ooa ent you up , 1 run coing tu ctop hie 
ro.tiena for thu future ' . Thnt >ms nll tho Br itiah Unvy 
oould hc.vo dono . 0 
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St:- Archii>11ld Sinclnir . f>an . , M. t'., ;..rt.d•1r o! 1 he Lil>ornl 
Opqoqltion , in kb~ Hou3e ol C'or.wono , Ocyioor 3. 19Jd:­
"WbL. t.over viuf .1r..o takon l>f .r<1cMt ovl)nt.s tho1 e ia no 
oxcuse ur us tn1lin5 nQr. t.o t.ake evory procaut.ion 1n 
our 1') .. er J.n ev~cy s;>h ro ol n11t.i'Jru'l dotenco c.nd 
notion. l lire. (Loud chocrD. ) To J.-Ut it blunU;, 
dcmocr •. cies havo t.o sho1: t.h~•.aalvo• Gff rono.luto in 
}JOliC/ md in c~11·1 t u& "" Uono unde1· an;· other fern 
of .ovoma:.on l . 11 

C~.r...'1cellvr ll tho t.;<(.;hC uor , :;1r JJ.:n Si."?>On , K. C .. M. t'., 
in tho !!ousg ol Comwo, Oct.oo.;r ,l....,13.lll.:o "for tho 
fir at. Li.Jo, oo inr ns I ,01,,.1, florr Hi tlor hhS ;nude 
uom~ roncos3ion . It 1 !U % '>u 11 •1orJ uil! i cult thini; 
fo1· tho bend .,r o 1.Dt...lit.<.rir..1 SU.tr to r. trent . It 
is 111. a motor c.,r t.t: ... l .... :i , ot no r--vo1 ='O e;cw- . 
(Ll\ughtcr.) • , •• , 11 l.ilHu ns 1 1 • .ir-enthusi,6111 
in uonr,,n;, in l<).lt., th•;r~ l3 nu •:.r ~nthusin""' toda;. 
l3 thvre not " '.iorld of ~1!1 er, nee oot'.locn the Borlin 
tl•;t nl:<,llltetl 1 'lot aln.; · '-''l 1md' 1 .,.,d tho llerlin th: t 
b.losa " the 1:'llll" ! tht. .l'rlmc lliJ1ist<ir of t.ni;i,.nd? 
. .... 'fri· '•""""' of tn') .:lritisb Governlk.!\l ts no 
lonce1 .n ni>~trscUol'J tu ~fa i "'l'!OISlll" Not all tho 
m~chtncry "' Horr G>etbulo C:U• prevent tho vfaiblo 
j>roconco of t.ht1 British o1·1·i1 .. o !;inistor l>cint 1.0Joim t.o 
tbu i.:~rmnn ,x-01110 . Ho i" o j>U l'SOnalit;r 1 ha ho< 
deacunded t\<>m th sticJ <.nd '"·S lll!ldo contact "1th 
too f\:hror . . . . • • h ·"'" snatcht.'<I .-cc irog the 
J \\S of •V· " 

!Ainioter for Defc 

Bl'itsin hh• nl•:t//B borne thr en of 111v1n., tlm 
ci:J.illua ,..os.ll!)l offect toot could bo 3ecured to thv 
Cov· .nt »1 tllU Luag11e .Ji !lat.ions. ..o bav rcs,,.:ct.Jd 
tll our plcdi;os, in tho ";>irit Mt! ill tho le1.ter . " 

Mr. McGovgrn, I.I. P. 1 Indopcnawt L!•bour Party , in tho Houpe 
of Col'l"IOns , Oct.ol>nr 6 1 12]1: - "I cyckd uvor 1000 
aile.S LhroUi;h i'r&{;UO End VU,,"UIP t.o £.orlin •.... l 
112 c.ntit.leci to ~*' g,.,," ou:ily 1.0 t?l.: will t the het«I 
oJ: ult airs in u dHficu.lL situation, 11 ho 'l'ICrtcd ""r 
nnd rnvo n branthin;; spuco to tho IVOr.ld, 'I.oil dona , 
thou cood ll?ld J •1ith!ul oorvunt . ' (Loud llinint.erial 
chcorin., . ) . • ' . ' rr1 bi3 8!>00Ch hot ni~ht, L!r. Char­
chill spoke about the str1.;.;1<> for du>LOcrncy . I 
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r,a,.._..b..r Sir S·111.uol Honrc , :X.crei...ry of St.a~ !or 
Indi .. , st4nd1nS '1t t!>c.t dis,,.,t...h box for »uoko on end 
3dvocot.1.Jlg c l1C>1 toe! conoti tut.ion for India ,nd 
lJr. Churchill oppoeiJly .t. !Us lovo of de1110cruc-/ 
$)'-""S t vor;, unrortl thin&· . ..... . Corm.no to "ho1:1 I 
cpoko in Cor~l4.ny W<•ro ofl'nid I.<> refer t.u Hitlor by 
name . Thu; c11llc.d hl.Ju ' Unclo' . On.i dQ/I o Conno.n 
friend grootod mo .. Hh th" 1.orclu: ' I hwo i;ood nows 
ior you , r.tcCovorn , ~our Unclo ia corning to soo our 
Unclo . ' (Loud laughter . ) ... •. l boliovo in thut 
which w.a d.mc to pronorvo ponco . I balievo thnt tho 
men '.nd •·Omen in tho otrcot - c•nd this i:s 11horo I dJ.M• 
gree "1th 1 01·gl' nWAbors of tho leaders of tho 1 orking 
class nov~:ocnt - did r.ot. c•ro 1.h~t the terms foore . 
They \.cro tl>.bJl~lul th· t J>C'>Ce tlt.S ensured. Thoy did 
not ro.'.lcon it out. 111:.ny ot tl:osu '""' did reuson it 
o\lt r.ould h<.vo foueht dth t.lw other """''s body. I 
=not for 1i&htin(. Ath tnc, ot.her =n's body . • (Loud 
loU.ni~t.oriul cho~rs . ) 

Chancellor Hitler , 'lt il~rlin , October 5, 1938:-
"During tho hat mon\.hs •.nd ~eeks I hovo hnd a .;reot 
f.oroi~ holpClr . In C\Y lest speoch I il:lve oJ.rc.o.dy 
thwlkod th'1t llUln ._.ho, ns :i loy:..l ond r,-oo.t friend, 
stepjJOCI behind Gormnny - Boni to !lussolini. 

"I must nleo th>nk t hose t1.o r;rent stutosmon who , 
in the lnnt minuto I recognized the grentncoo or tho 
cpn,., n L, Md 1<ho docll\rcd them3clvco rendy to work 
for th~ uolutton of one of tho most urgent problems. 
and .. oo thus enoblod oo to strotch out gy h•nd for ~n 
undeutMding. 

•&ut 11bove :ill, my grntitudo goos out to tho 
Cen::rui poople . • •• . At ~ timo "hen hundreds o.nd 
11.l.'tdrc.-ds Of thou:u.nd3 Of CCII _,Or.: drnft.ed for labour 1 
end 1100n other bundrods of thous.:.nds W.lre coilod to 
the colours, not a sing!.> ;iurchnso t<llS ..ado froa !uar, 
nod no t.om..n h:ld doubts. • • • • 

·~e did not !vivo w closo nny savings banks . Wo 
did not ho.vo to closo any banks . no hnd no diffi­
cultios in our buoinono life. I ""1St Ga.Y it - I t.m 
proud of my Cort>'lll ponplc . , • • . 

"Ono of tho i;ro11toot crioos of Europo hns bcon 
ended , 1<11d 1111 of uo, not only in Cora.,.11y, but beyond 
it, cLJ'l, !'or thu f1,·11L ti1ao , roully look forwurd to 
CbristDUlG . It uhllll bo Lor us al.l n true fostivul of 
pooce . 

"Uo one in tho world will help us, if wo do not help 
oursolvos. • . . , • Wo ore ''lig.od to rocogniio how 



immcnooly we ar e L1uebte1 t ? <•u1· Wlknmin 0011,>0 t r i o ts , 
t he .lnnumorable Sl•.Jll pr>opl~ . Cr theuo .l1 3t 1110n t bu 
hundrlJ<le of thoUl'<uid~ Of G<;,tnwl .. or'°"'•'.lll huve bocn 
suddenly t.6Jcen ""llY l mi:: lhoh ,u-of11$donu . They •er• 
told OllO do.:; to pncl: t •. . u- --1.l t;"Unlts nd go w tho 
l:<iat. /1 i:ig~ .tic anrq of .. orkaon ~ ~ .. oroctcd n wnll 
oi otcol Md concrot.o !'or th ,n·otoction oi •.11 of ua 
in Gennney. They h11d w louv~ 1>uh:t.nd all conlfort s of 
t he ordinary citi.;cni «fb una ohililt"ao, 1 nd their 
;.>.l•co )!' "ork, and to r.o:>1,t 11~1 lJld ofton more dil­
iicult M>rl: . U..,y !>ul to ;JUt U1> ~1th oJl;J inconvooienC<J"­
bod quo.rters - ev .. n COJ;Awt·l ,u~rwn. Of course r.e 
tried to mu.ke it boHr..t .. Jt:, lf._tt. r11..·vvrt.~aolt:tt11J ~o au :-Jt. bo 
tl1C<nkfu.l t.o t hem .. . • . 1,., 1.unt nll be1u· in rolnd wlv•t 
,.c 0110 w the C.orn:lltl c·, .. oi.r1rur., , .:hi~b lo u com:nuni ty 
of ~crif lce. Thb •<>.1uM1u_ c•"-"'llllcy llr•s 1114de U 
~ssible for ...1e to :Jl)l 1<' ~h• r '"o:sor; ~d'ten problcz:i 
without fighting . nhnl ""Cllli"l'B l i tiht ini; Would have 
dom:uide>d . , • • • " ' .uio• Hi.. t 1 U t:wn:m things r o;pilro 
in t ho l ust r ooor\. t h6 1.loooinb •>f l't'ov.Ldonco, out " 0 
knon :.leo that Prov1.uonce <>nl, ~ivec its bhsoi ng to 
thoso wbo ru·e wo~t~ o~· i t . ! bolicve ><O b.wn all h:id 
so ..uch b.~,>;>ino~a in tnl 5 ye.1· th· t .. ,. ill mu at volun­
U>rUy bring our sacrLice to tnls h:-.ppinooa, 1n onler 
to oho11 our grnt iLudo t.n <'r•ovi<hmce, which h\s protect ­
ed our poop.le iroru uuftcri nt , i.nd hns gi von t ho gr ea t ost 
happi OOO! to oil liOnl <)f r.cr mLlllG , 11 

Pria:e Uiniat~r Chanborlc.1J1 in the iloucc of Comqn;i , October ) , 
l 9J8: - •T:.i.>so =os~.l(ti.l ... r PrttniHuc.ot. Roosovo1t , so f111og1 ; -,, .... , ,.. 

.,... ::md ;rot "" pe1·"'1Uoivt>ly frnmod , s helfed bow the volco 
of tho 110ot pcl\\orful n.ti on i" tho r:or .ld could mo.kc 1 t-
self heurd a cross .3000 al.l e a o! oce ' " ·md aW'l,)' t he mind s 
oi m.on i n furope . 11 

Join ""sefitlc! in "TM Ti..,••" · Oct9ber 1,. l<t38:- "Let this 
c<>untry nover forfJOt Prczi cicnt koosevelt' s magnifi cent, 
wise, t i mel,y l.llld perh: p• deda!vo intorvon t i on !lt an 
instlln t >1hon peaco acoof'd impoa :l ble. " 

!'rice l.lil!iator Chruloorlaln . in tho l!ouee of Co!!l!IO!JS1 October ), 
1938: - • [ say 1n the nue of thi s Hous e ru.d of the people 
of th1 s countr-1 thu Czecbosl ovalc.Li hna carnod our !ldtlira­
tion und reopect for her rostrnint , for hor d i enity, tor 
her mQgnifi ccn t dJ.Sclpline in tnce i> f auch u trial os W\Y 
nntion hlls over bean cn.llod uµon to .,e., t . Gonoral Syrovy , 
her Pr l: e lilnister, s aid t he other ni;:;bt in his brood­
c:>st: ' The GovemJOClllt C?uld hnv• dociciod to atond up 
ogainst ove rpoworin0 forces, but i t might have moant the 
den t h of millions . ' 
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Prirr.e Minister Chamberlain , in th,, House or Com.Ir.on& , C>Gtober 
6, 1938: - "NobOdy who h~• b•en through what I had to go 
through, who day after do.y was flloe to face v:ith the 
thought that in the last resort it would be I and I ~lone 
who would have to say thu.t 'Yea 1 or 1No' which v:ould 
decide the fate of millions or llly countrymen, of their 
wives and thci'r families - - u rr.&.n who has been through 
that cannot re•dily foq;ot it . (Sympathetic lfinlsterial 
choor s . ) ... •. 

11 Looking back no•tJ on those events I fool convinced 
that hy my action -- 1 claim no c redit for my action , for 
I think: it was only .,.,.hat anyone in my position "''ould have 
felt it his duty to do - - I say that by my action I did 
avert war . I am equ~lly su re thot I was right in doing 
so . (Mini sterial cheers . ) 

" War todt\y -- this has been said bofo re , and I say it 
oi;ain - - war today is o diffe rent thing not only in degr ee 
>ut in kind f r om what it usod to be . \•/e no longer can 
think of war as it was in the days of i:arlborough or the 
days of Napoleon or even in the days of 1914. When war 
stQr ts t odo.y, in the very first hour , before any profes ­
sion~l soldie r or sailor or airman has been touched , it 
will str iko the workman, the clerk, the. man in the str eet 
o r in the Ou$ a.nd his wife and children in thei r hoaes . 
(Hoa r, hear . ) Mr . Spoakor, when you think of these 
things you cannot ask people to accept • prospect of that 
kind , you cannot force them into a position where they 
would have to accept it , unless you reel yourself and 
mo.ka them feel that the cause fo r which they ore i;oing to 
fibht is a vita.l ca.use, a cause that tro.n$conds all the 
ordinary hunian values . a cause to "''hich you co.n point 
sooe day if you 'h'On the victory and say: •that cause is 
so,fe.' (llinisteriol chee rs . ) 

11 Sinoe I first went to BerchtesgaCen mor e than 20, 000 
letters and telegrams hove come to No . 10 , Downing Street . 
Of oo urse I have only been nble to look at a tiny f raction 
of them, bu.t I h•ve seen onou1;h to know th•t the people 
who \vrote di d not feel that they had such a cause to f i ght 
for if they were asked t o f;O to war in orde r that the 
Sudoton Germans might not join the Reich . · · · · • 
That is how they are foelins. That is my answer to those 
who sey that we should have t old Germo.ny 'Neeks ago that 
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if hor urmy Ct'ossod t.he border of Ctechoslovo.kia we 
shoul d be at wur with thom. l ie hod no t reaty obliga­
tions , we had no legal llobilitios t o Ctechos lovakia . 
If WO had Said t hat, we should hav e felt that WO 

should have received no suppo r t from the pcoplo of tho 
country . (Hour, hear . ) 

" Vlhat we did do -- it. was the only cour se , I think, 
thi.t wo could tnke -- was twofold . We advioed the 
Ctcoh Gove rnment repeatedly to come to terms with the 
Sudeten Ge rmans , nnd •r1hen Ger m.any mobi lized we uttered 
no threats b\lt. we d i d utter e. wurninr;. We wtlrned her 
a._;ain and atain that 1r, it\ consequonce of her oblige.· 
tions , France becrur.c invo lved in active hostili ties 
with Gortr.any , wo would bu bound to suppor t her . Vlhen 
we wero convinced , 6S we must havo boen convinced , that 
nothinc could keep the Sudct en lflllds any longer within 
the Ctechoslovakian State , wo ur&cd the Czech Gover n­
ment as strongly o.$ we could to &br ae to the cession of 
the terr itory o.nd to ~brco promptly . 

''I po.y my tribute to tho wisdoo o.nd the covr e.ge of 
t! . Benes in acceptin& our advice ttnd the advice of t ho 
French Governmen t . I at,r ee that it was a. hurd dee is ion 
fo r .o.nyone \lho loves his country t o take , but to accuse 
us of hav i nb by that advice betra.yed Ctechoslovakia is 
simply pr epos t e rous . (Ministerial choers . ) What we 
did we.$ to suve her from annihile.tion ..... (hoar, hea r ) 
and b.ive her a cha.ne e of a DO\\l lite as u n wN State 
which, even it it involves tho loss of territ o ry and 
for tifications , will perhaps enal lo he r to enj oy in the 
futur e ~nd to develop tl national existence in neutr ality 
and a security compare.ble to t h&.t which we soe in 
Switzerland today . (Cheer s . ) Thorofore I th i nk that 
the Government deserves the approval of this House -­
(choar s) - - for its conduct of o.ffnirs in this recent 
crisis , •11•hich savei Czechoslova.kio. from destruction and 
Europe f rom Armoi;eddon . (Loud choers . ) That is all I 
want to say nbout the pust and I come to the future . 

11 1 do not balieve that we.r is inovite.bl" . (Hear , 
hear . ) Someone pu.t i nto my hand a r cmsrk mnde by the 
gr eat Pitt abou.t 1787 , when he sold: -
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' To suproae t..hv.t. u.ny nai.ior. c""n bo unnlterably erfff!JY o! o.nother I ~•~k and childish , ond h•• iounrlatioo noith<·r in th~ cxporicncc ot nat.iono in the hia1.ory ot D"l'I · ' 

11 It 1eem1 c.o mf' that tht strongt>&t a rgu::it,nt l:lfaics\.: tho 1nt.ivltab1lit.y or war 11 to bet found 1n soa11~tt.1int that. haa bet n r ecot n1znd in (lvt ry ainslc part of the W.oult , ~h~t i• . th~ univer¥11 A•~rsion to ..._r of th peoplo, thoir h•trod ot th•• notion of sta1·tinr to lcill one ar.oth~r ar fiin · (Ct.eera . ) 

11";hu.t. is the a.lttrn1:1.tiv< to this blct.k and bt.rrttn policy ol the inevitability of wor ! In ny •low It is t hut wo ahould arcx~ bi every ir..oena in our power , to avoid ••r" bj. a.nal;1air,, it:;. fo:;tlblc cau••• · - (htar , h•nr) -- and by tryini; to 1·•r.iovo them - - (ho•r , h""r ) b:. diScu .. lon in" •flrlt ot collfiboratlon and ,;ood will . (Choor a . ) I cannot. b('}1eve tha.t sucu1 f.t. prog-ramrt& would btt r-\;j,.oted by th• pt oplc ot tt.if" country even if it dot1• ooun tht.i c.atu.blist..ount. of ror!;Onli-1 conttlct. with dictators and talk , m.o..n to c.u.n , on t.he b•ais t t at each is froe to msint~in hia own ide&• of the 1n~crnal ioverrurent of hi• country , willing t.o allow that other systems my euit better other people . (Lln!sterlal cheer• · ) I do Indeed boliove thtot. \\'& mlly yet. socu r o ponco in ou r t.imo , but I never ~e.nt to 1uf>be1t that we would do th•t b;· dia&rming until wa cM induce othor• to disarm too . our pe.et experience has shown us only too cl•~rly tht.t we~esa in an:ied strengtl1 ir.c111.n:; •tiakne11 in diplocw.cy . our diplom~cy i• to secure l~st.ing pc~co , o.nd I roallie th~t diplor..aoy cannot. be efi cct.lve unless t1-.ere 1• a consolous­nea a > not only hore but. olaewhere, thu.t behind tht1 diplomacy 1a th• 1tronctt. to r!n effect to 1-. (l'i:il1terial chccra) 
"Oft• &ood th1ni; ~t any rat• has cooe out or this eneri-ency thtO\.lft. which'"'"' h•vc pa11od . lt h&.a thrown e. v1 v1d litht on ou.r pre1arationti fnr defcnc<' > on their st.rent.th and t.r.t'ir 'lfel.kncas . I •oUld not thir.k wo were tloinb our duty if we t.•d not ul r •ody ordorod •ht.t • pro,.rt and ~norou,;h Inquiry ahould be -.de to cover the wholt oi our prop•rta.t.ions , military o.ud civil , in order to see , in t.he lit.nt 01 •h•t happened durinr. t.hD•• hectic d'6yt > tltoat r\lrt.t.or st.op:: tzl.ll)' be nocossary to zna~ti t,ood our deflcionclc• in th~ 1hort••t poaslble time . (~inia-

turhl choor• · ) 
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"I think nobody could fall to hkv• b•en lmpro11ed 

by <h• fact tho emorgenoy brought out thut the who!• 

people or thi1 co,mtry , whatever t!.oir occup•tlon, 

whatever thoir cla11 , whatever thei r situation , aro 

ready to do their duty , however di1agrot1able , howevor 

hard , ho~over dang• rous that duty m!i;)lt be. (Cheers . ) 

"PJ."nally , I -..ould l Ike to repeat what the Char.cellor 

of tho Exohcquor ••Id yuotorday in his grout 1 peooh - ­

(JPud 1.:iniaterial cheers) -- that our policy of appe•••­

ment does not mean that we &re going t.o •eek new !"rienda 

&t the e x rPrtSt of old ODOI , OT , indood . at the expense 

or ar.,y other n&tion1 e.t. al 1. I do no~ thl:ik that at 3..fty 

time thero has be11n n mo re complete unity or views 

\i otween the French Govorr-...,..-nt and ourselves than thero 

is at the present t!~e . Their objective I• the '""" a1 

ours , to obtain thr collaboratlon or all nations , not 

excluding the totalitarlt.n States , In bulldin& up a 

lasting p.,.co fo r Europe. (Hoa r , hoor . ) 

"That acorn. to ~.e to bo a policy .•••• which should 

coccand tho support of all .,..ho believe In the powor of 

hu~an ~111 to control human destiny: artd •... . this House 

can , by a decloive r.111jo rity , show it• approval of tho 

GoveramUlt'a detormin•tion to pursue it.~ (Loud and 

prolonsed ll!n!atorial chrors . ) 

Viscount Halifax , in tho House of Lords , 

93b 1- Se fore I o ose wi 11 your ord1hlps 

-.~l~lo_w_m_c_,to _ _ s_o.y_ comoth ing of tho port wh ich It h•• fallen 

to tho Priloc lhn!stor to play in th••• event•T (Choero . ) 

His oou ra&o 1n takint uvory political risk, hi• por1eTer­

a.noe and !'11.ith in refusin& to admit !'a.ilure , hia ro1ou roe 

in the invention or new me&lla to snatch 1ucce11 when •11 

1eam to h•ve foiled -- those aro things that tho world 

has under 1tood. Thoy •ere indeed the qualities by wh!oh 

the nations were led back from the ~reat d•rknoss that 

10.....,d to be flnolly deooending on tttem. 

"But whfii,t 1 think the world can neTer ce•aure was 

the aloost unbearable wel cht thnt r oo ted pe r sonally and 

alone upon his 1houlders. (Cttf'Crs . ) Thia, no colle•&U•• 

could aho. re , and fo r the 11UJ.Mer in which he bore it no 

thank• of his fellow--~ co.n be toe gr eat . (Cheero . ) 

Hu waa engaged nll those days Jn a r~c~ •ta..inat ct .. . 
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the stale~• tho l1v.a or 10lll1ona, 6.Ccl I shall alway• be 
gratol\Jl tor the privilo,t of having been allawed to 
work so closoly with him. 

•in one or th1 count ry Churches of Engl~nd i• 1ot 
~n inscription to it• buildur , who h~d had tho f•ith to 
build it nc•rly 300 yoo.rs a;,o du rinz tho civil vio.r . It 
is , I thinlc , In spirit not lnupt t o oxpr oss eomo or our 
dooper thoutht on wht.t it hos been , under God , pnrmlttod 
to tho Prl.mu tllnistor to do . I t r uns thus 1 -

• In tha yu~r 164~ whon all thins• ouored wcr o 
oithe r domol1sh< d or proft.ned this Church "'"' built 
by ono whoo •i!l<ulo.r pruh" it is to huva dono tho 
boat thins• in tho worst time• and to h~ve hoped 
them in the moot Cklwnitous .•• (Loud cheora . ) 

C!i.Dcellor or thu E:xch~quur , Sir John Sll:-.on, L. P., spoaklr.~ 
nt Shollield , October 13, l93b: - "Ri• L:ajcsty•• Govern· 
cent has enteretd on a viboroua , co.i:.plete. recoraoleea, 
and urgent survey of the lessons or the crlsi1. It 11 
just •• well we have had to try out our preparations 
unde r tho oond1tion1 of an aotunl c r isis . It is etill 
more to the LOOd th•t it was only a trial , for thero ia 
ouch to improvo . We i;.ro now b1•1cn an opportunity or 
correcting orror• And filling omissions . At tho •M>c 
time do not let us undoratne or underrnte the forothouf;)lt 
and thoroughneaa oi' tho arrangements tho.t worflJ nuldo . 
. . . . . . I am not anto ring on any controvcrey botwocn 
voluntoerinb and compul1ion , though I would obsor vo thot 
compulsion ii not tho saoo thing as ortanlzatlon. But 
how cuch oore valuablo volunteer offe rs or h~lp ~ould be 
If tn o&eh caae choice end allotcent of tho essential 
national work had boon c:ade beforehand. There 11 a 
widespread r cali&ktion that the or&&nization of manpow•r 
is a vory cocplioated task. 'll'o 01•t oot wait for thia 
organization until th~ crisis rcou ~s . In '«hate•er C'lll.Y 
hu the most appropriate fon:i. w5 C"JJSt do 1~ now.~ 

Chancellor Hitlor , .. t li\lr.1.abcr , So hir.bor 12, 19381· "Thu 
Holy RomL.O ~pire •bins to brea the again .• • • 

I had tho in•igni• of the old Reich broutht to 
Nur"emberg in ordor to induce not only r:iy own nation but 
a lso th• whole wo r ld to oonside r that more than a thou­
sand years boforo tho discove ry· of n new wo r ld• mlr)lty 
Germanic Ruich oxiatod . . • • • • 
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11 The Cormtt..n Rn1ch ho.s alu.nbervd for a lonb time i 

th" Gorm1<n pooplo have now nwukoncd anrl tuken thoir 
thousL.nd- ycur-old or o\1n to thor.taulvus . '' 

(In "The Holy Roman !mp1ro" of Char kmavie wu 
incorporated th~ t~rritory which no~ coopriaes France , 
Bel&1UDI, l!olland , Sw1tzerl"11d, M•t of Cor~•ny , 

tlorthorn Italy, Iatrit. , Dulmatia , Bohemia , and a 
portion of llor thcrn Spain) . 

!J- . Ward Pr1co, dPSCr! bi 
-- Berc tearaden , n T 

all 

or the 
surrour1din& c ru&s , whoses !solution it shuro1 6 ,000 t'ct. t 
o.bovo tho G~u. 

"ii spec i ally built moto r-approach wind• for fivft 
milea up the steop aide of tho Hohen ~11 towards It , 
t-nd a~ laet . r euch"I "shelf built out of the per pendlcu-
11-r cliff- face . 

" He1>vy bro nu doub l e doo r s in the •olid rock her~ 
opon t o r ov~al u corr idor 130 yar ds long t.nd 20 feet 
br oud , walled wi th unpolished llllrbl e , rutd lit by bron:o 
electric lo.cps , which leads stra1~ht into the stone het.rt 
of the =ountaln. 

"At the end of this Alpine tunnel -- fMtustic thoui;h 
i t mny •ocm -- 1• tho entronoo to a gr~at copper - lined 
li~ with leather aonts . 

" It might bo in som9 luxurious hotel instead of tho 
bowela of the Alps , and It carrl~s a doten people at a 
time on a thr eo-m1nutes jour ney ur a shaft 400 fnet h1&h 
to the pal~eo on tho Kchlst oln . " 

The p l a in reopl o of Europo , October, 11138:- "Are we condcmntd 
in perpetuity to study llitlor •s fllco every m r ning in 
ordor to know whether w< shall bu allow~d to !iv' in 
po~c ~ for yet "11othur dny , contr~tul&ting ourselves th~t 
tne mom• nt hta.G not yot come •Nhc:n thut c,ro.cious porsonago 

will dooido thut hie intor.·at lit.• in wringlni; our nook?" 

ARTHUR IM~'IAY 

October 12 , 1938. 
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STANDARD FOR M NO. 1•A 
APrllOYID IY n« ia.traovn 

IWICM 10. m' 

TELEGRAM 

FROM 'filqe ;i!l!lqiit ~mtse 
~milriugton 

KoTember 3 1938 
• .I OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

• 

Colonel the Honorable and Mrs . Arthur Murrq 
on Board Steaa11h1p Dutdbe11 of R1olaon4, 
Montreal, C•n•da • 

~ Bon To7age to JOU both. Come baolt again 
Tery 11oon. I 111111 Jou auoh at BT4e Park. 

J'RANXLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 



9TANDOlllD TIME INDICATm 

lmlff 

I N•W MA .. KCT aTll'•rl" 
POU&HICEIPSIE. N. 'r. 

T•LaPHON• 
-p()STAL TaL&O .. APH"' 

,....IOI• YOUR Tm •• 
T O POaTAL. TIL&e .. APN ,_ .. . 

NA 16 ,0. MONTREAL QUE 4 1006A 

THE PRESIDENT TEMPORARY WHITE HOUSE• 

: HYDEPARK NY• 

ft9 • A ~ MTS ,......,.., CMl,8. 

....... ...-011 
.acAftD ., ...--.. .. ,,. ,_,.. 

- • ftC --°",,.---.. ..-.. -.n. ...a. -..c"1'W 

-~-,,.~~ 
....... AT-..0._,..,..ClllPUWllM -----

/',j 10 37 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR TELEGRAM IE DO SO HOPE WE SHALL !E ABLE 

COME AGAIN SOON HOW IE WISH IE WERE NOi EN ROUTE FOR HYDE 

PARK OUR LOVE• 

FAITH AND ARTHUR MURRAY 

~---~ ] 
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Dear Franklin, 

Ce.rrto9lon jlouse 
jlerl ford 2)1 reel \N. I. 

()o.~ . 0 49!1 

Deoeaber 15th, 19'8 

For one good reason and another -- hie preparations 
tor, and absence 1n Paris, and ay absence on business trom 
London -- I have been unable until thia week to get into 
contact with the Prime M1n1ater. However, a date and hour 
having been t1nally t1xed, I went down to the House yesterday 
evening and had a good talk with him. I aa,y aay that t en 
days ago I went to the Foreign Ott1ce and conversed tor some 
time with Hal1tu. These two are working Tel'J oloeely 
together eo tu as Foreign Atta1ra ue concerned. The7 are 
both wise and tar-eee1ng aen, with great exper1enoe ot Looal 
and •at1onal governaental problea• behind them; and both 
essent1all.J etra1ght 1n their outlook on lite. •or are the7 
llUbJeot to &DJ 1lluaiona with regard to the people •1th whoa 
the7 ue taoed on the Continent ot Europe. Their• 1• the 
pol107 ot JMward Gre1 -- as I eaw 1t oloael7 during the 7eara 
before the War -- to otter the band of triendab1p to GeJ'IUJ'lJ, 
but DQ1 at the expenae ot ex1eting tr1endah1pe, wb1let at the 



a. 

11ame time watching as11iduou111J eTe17 110ve ot po1111ible oppon­
·•nt11, and aalcing T1goroue preparation• to aeet aiv eaergenc7. 
Thie poli c7 -- ae in pre-war daye -- certain17 l e in keeping 
•1th the desiree and alae ot the aaJorlty ot tbe cltlzene ot 
the count17. And lt, unhaPPllJ, war were to come, thle 
PC>llo7 would achieve, ae did the policJ ot Grey, the entry 
into the war or a practicall7 unan1mou1 nation. 

I gave to the Prime Minister in my talk With him 
the pereonal greeting• and meseages from yourself. These be 
appreciated Te17 auch. Be aeked •• to tell JOU that be wae 
1maeneely gratetul to JOU tor all that JOU had done and were 
doing, not on!7 by Jour Te17 powertul aeeaagee to Bitler at 
the time ot the cr1111, but generallJ bJ 7our exceedingl7 

•J•Pathatlc and helptul attitude throughout th••• t171.ng tlaee. 
Be wllhed u to tell JOU that th• ae11age1 which I gave hl• 
troa 7ou, and 7our 1711Patbet10 attitude were !l2!l encouraging 
to hla; and, I aq add, on 11.J own, that lt wa1 quite clear to 
ae, watching blm. clo••lJ a1 he talked, that be telt deeplJ 
what h• wae 1a,1ng, and W deriT• real encourageaent tberetroa. 
In parenthe111, I aq ,., that deep1te the cont1nuou1 1train 



'· 
on him be i• looking remarkablJ t1t and well, ••lt-cont1dent 

and detera1ned . The etra1n ie heaTier 1n that, as he •a1d, 

•Jou neTer know trom d&J t o daJ what th••• tellowe are go1ng 

to do". Ot one thing I am certain and that 1• -- and I 

aa conT1nced JOU w111 agree -- that he bear• the etrain eo 

••11, and l ooks 10 t1t, becauee he 11 a t11heraan; and a TBl'J' 

good one at that! 

I conTeJed to b.1JI the formulae -- he at once 10 

Daed th•• -- wtllch, ae JOU will reaeaber, J OU worked out 

one d&J when we were tallt1ng 1n the Libr&rJ at HJde Park. 

There were two -- I wrote down the exact worde 

at the time. 

The tir•t one -- which JOU wilhed hi• to reel 

pz:1Tatell -- wae that in the eYent ot hoetiliti•• with the 

d1otatorah1P•, he •would haYe the induetrial. re1ource1 or 

the American nation behind hi•"· To receiYe thi• ae11age 

troa JOU, he •aid, wa• T•l'J encouraging indeed, and h• ••Iced 

•• to thank JOU waralJ tor it. 

The eeoond tolW.lla wae that, in the eaae o1roua- ., 
-atano••• "Great Britain oould relJ upon obtaining raw uhr1~ 



the de110cracies ot the world.• 

I explained to h1• as regards this second formula 
that JOU wished hi• to feel that he could use it publiclJ 
if, and at a~ time that he thought fit or necessary to do 
so. He was highly appreciative of this, and thanks you 

•1t might be 110at i•J>Ortant•, be aai.d. •there 
ia no queation", be continued, "but that in certain circwa­
-atancea a atateaent wh1cb re&llJ' brought it home that the 

Z# 
Taat resources ot the United States would"behind Great Britain 
aight b&Te a properly deterrent ettect. Whether on Bitler 
himaelf, ita i•poaaible to aaJJ I don't think ~bodJ could 
a&7. Since I b&Te aeen and talked to Hitler I re&liae that 
he is a ll&Jl who gets an idea into hi• bead, and the idea 
ewella and 11rella until it geta near burating point, and then 
JOU can't ·~ whether ~thing will atop it bur1ting. But, 
at ~ rate, a 1tat•ent of thia kind might certainly haTe 
a powerfullJ' deterrent ettect on the reat ot the• and on the 
a~, and aak• the• do their beat to put a brake on Bitler if 
h11 idea looked like bur1ting out. I aa T•l'J grateful to the 
Pre1ident tor tbeae toraulae; tor h1a Pr1Tate one, and tor the 
one be ea,a I U7 u1e. They are both T•l'J encouraging". 



5. 

I then talked to Chaaberla1n on the queet1ona or 

the German Air Programme and Palestine. 

I laid before h1a a statement wh1ch I had drawn up --

tollow1ng on our talk at H7de Park 1n which were eet torth 

(a) your auggaat1ona 1n the matter or British and French 

programmes to equal1ee the German and Ital1an ettorte, and 

(b) what wae 1n your mind ae to methods, outw1th the Neutral­

-1ty Law, tor aea1at1ng toward.a overwhelming auper1or1t1 . He 

thanks 1ou very much t or these valuable and help!Ul proposals. 

and has asked me to see the Air Minister, Sir Kingsley Wood, 

ar¥1 discuss the whole matter with h1m, ao that the technical 

aepeota •83 be thrashed out. 

On the subject or Palestine: there is at the aoaent, 

ae you know, an 1nterregnua, ao tar as the toraul.ation ot 

tuture pol101 1• oonoerned. Ctlaaberla1n i• aost appreciative 

ot 1our views, and 1e 1inoerel1 hoping that, aa a reault ot 

the Conterenoe whioh is to assemble next aonth, a aolut1on 

to the terriblJ anzioua Paleatin1an problea ~ be torth­

-ooaing. I have &rr&ll6ed to aee Malool• Kaodonald, Seoret&rJ 

tor the Colonies, tomorrow, to to talk over the Paleatine 

question. 



6. 

Chamberlain was highly interested in the deeoript1on 

which I pas sed on to him trom you ot your Cabinet Meeting 

at which you had asked t or opinions on the 1UbJect or possibl e 

Japanese 11.naces to the Canadian Pacit1c coast and t o Austr­

-as1a respect1Tel.J. 

I had eet down in writing -- because I telt that 

Challberlain would like to have it tor tutare keeping 

the description that JOU gaTe t o Paith and ~selt Ot the 

occasion on which you and your C&b1net listened to his Radit 

epeech on September 27th, I gaTe the paper to baa, and be read 

it, ••q I lceep this•T be asked•' •1 wrote it out 11lce that", 

I replied, •beoauee I felt you would like to have it to lceep". 

•1 am deepl.J touched•, be said; •will you tell the Preeident, 

and tbanlc hill very aach indeed•. 

I telt, as I parted fro• hi•, that what I had brought 

from you to bill in the balt hour or ao that I had been wttb 

bira, gave bla a warm reeling of encourageaent and uplift, I 

waa, aa you know, close to Mward Grey during thoae dark and 

anzious dqa of 1914, but upon this aan, I bonestl.J feel, the 

burden is infini tel.J greater, the strain 11c>re tense because 

so prolonged, and because the probleras to be raet are so di'ferse, 
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80 rap1dl.J ohang1ng, 80 unoerta1n and w1de8pread, and eo 
fraught w1th oon8eQuenoea more terrible than an;y heretofore. 

But, a8 1n the oa11e or Edward Gre7, eo al8o 1n the heart 

and a1nd or Seville Chamberlain 11•• eabedded the etroll8 

aen11e or oolllllUll1t7 or 1deale between th111 country and 7ours. 
And th1e,perbap11, 111 not strange 1f we reaember how deepl.J 

1.abued wa11 h18 rather with the same 11p1r1t or Br1tieh-Amer­

-1oan friendship and oo-operat1on, It was h1s rather -- as 

I reoolleot from a, Foreign Office relllln111oencee -- wbo, a9 

Colonial Secret&rJ, at the t1ae or the Alaekan Bound&rJ 

diepute 1n the n1netiea or last oentur7, gave to the British 

Arbitrator, 81r Riobard Webeter, eecret inetruotione to vote 

tor the Allleri can8, which he did , It was h18 rather, again, 

•ho,w1th the late Lord Cromer, e'lr\IDg Lord 8al1ebury on to 

the American aide oTer the OUban war, tor which the laieer 

wrote in eevere terae to Lord 8allebur,! Lord Sali•burJ 

treated the laiaer'8 deapatoh in the •a:J aoat l1k•l1 to 

anno7 him, that 1• b7 ooapletel7 1gDOr1ll8 1t! These th1ll88 

-- I don't reaeaber whether they have ever been aade publ1o -­

were told to ae at one time or another b7 W1ll1e T7rrell, 

and they ooae baok to ae now. 
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Walter Runc1man, I have 01ll7, aa 1et, aeen •en pa1aant " , 
but Fa1th and I are d1n1ng w1th them toaorrow n1ght. 

W1111e ~yrrell, I aaw tor a moment 1eaterdaJ, and I 
ahall be eee1ng h1m t or a talk 1n a day or two, 

But , 1n the meantime, I want to get this 
let t er ot f to y ou by the •Aqu1tanla• wh1ch sa1la toaorrow, 
and I w1ll write JOU aga1n ahort17. 

W1tb every good w1ah trom ra1tb and 

JQ'aelt -- we often t h1nk and talk ot that lovel1 week 
w1th J OU at Hyde Park, 

The Prea1dent 
The Wb1te Houae 
Waah1ngton, D.o. 

as ever, yours, 
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Dear rranklin, 

c~rrm3lon jlouse 

jlerlford Stre~l IN. I. 
(\"'i 0495. 

December 20th , 1938 

We dined with the Runcimans a tew nights ago. Walter 

R. asked me to send you hie moat friendly greeti nga, He thought, 

too, that you might oars to h&Te a oopy or hie Report on Czecho­

-eloTakia (which was preeented to Parliament) 1naoribed to you 

bJ hiaeelr. I aend i t t o you herewith. It baa beooae, without 

queetion, a Doouaent or long-term hiatori oal intereat and 

importanoe. The one thing it laoks, 1n my T1ew, ia an expos-

•1t1on ot what Runo1man really thought or that double-raced 

hack ot Bitler'•, Konrad Benlein! 

Runoiman 1 a T1ewa on what ma.r happen 1n lurope 1n the 

ooa1ng year are akin to thoae ot Willie Tyrrell and other ree­

- ponaible per1on1 •1th whoa I haTe talked -- none can foretell 

•1th any degree or exaot1tude what Particular i dea, ae the 

Prime Kin1eter put it to ae, 11 likely "to ewell largeet in 

Hitler's head." Tyrrell -- who aska me to aend you hie greet­

·1nge and beat w11he1 -- i• not unappreheneiTe leet a dr1T• 

agalaet the Catholica, and poaaibly the Lutheran Cburch, aigh~ 
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produce -- along with economic and other causes -- 1ntemal 

reactions in Germllll1 or such a nature as to make it necessary 

tor Hitler to prec1p1tate an external explosion or a character 

much more violent than llll1 in which he has hitherto indulged . 

Hitler's "extre.mist 11 advisers. suggests Tyrrell , are pressing 

hard tor the "religious" drive. The Reichswshr, tor the "Drang 

nach Osten", 1t only in an endeavour to forestall the attack 

on the Catholic church, Which among us. at the moment, can 

say, whether either or these, or some other i dea , will "swell " 

to the greatest size 1n Hitler's abnormally-constituted cranium. 

In all th1e aaelstroa or Political uncertainty and 

cries- cross atmosphere or problematical eventualities the 

British public is pursuing its dailJ tasks w1th levelwheaded 

calmness. courll8e and enerSJ, and w1tb unswerving resolution 

to do wbolebeartedlJ all that the Government asks or it for the 

full developaent of British defensive aeaeures. And aseuredlJ 

it can be said that the great bulk or the public stands behind 

the Priae Minister in the policy to which be bas set his hand, 

and 1n the aanner i n which he is conducting 1t. Yesterd&J, 1n 

the House of Comaons. tbs Socialists moved a Vote of Censure 
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on the GoTernment expressing •no contidence• in the Govern­

-•ent ' s foreign policy. They may well, as 1t seems to me, 
be thanlctul that it was not a motion concerning the GoTern­

-••nt 1 e •conduct or the war.• The countl'J knows, it the 
Socialists and other critics or the GoTernment haTe forgotten, 

that the beet Justification or Chaaberlain 'e conduct or foreign 
attaire ia that the nation la at peace to-day. In the Debate 

lt was noticable that the Opposition had no alternatiTe policy 

to otter, and its leaders studiously retrained from i.ndicating 

bow Y!ll would haTe handled tbe cri sis or last autumn. An 

interesting and striking element in tbe attack on the GoTernment 
in the domain or foreign policy -- both inside and outside the 

Bouae -- i• its peraietent retueal to race up to the plain 

alternatiTea of peace and war. The reluctance ot th• critics 
to race the proapect or war tor an.r other than Tital and 

direct British 1ntereata -- &a0118 which are the 1ntegrtty or 
France ega1Dat aggreaaion and the treedo• ot the Medlt.erranean 
was clearly and decialTely abown at the time ot the criai•• 
but aa danger ot war receded, courage reT&Ted, and the gist. 

ot tbelr argument would now appear to be that there will be 



I 

r 

no war it only we ahout loud enough; that i t Hitler were 

r eally conTinced that we wer e in earnest be would clliab down 

11111ediatel7; and that there ie eome inherent wealcneee in 

t he Prlae Kinieter'e character wh i ch encourages the Gel'lll&lle 

and Italian• to expect ue to pay Danegeld in Tital British 

lntereete , How different, we are left to euppoee, would 

tbinge be it one ot the Oppoeitlon leaders were i n charge! 

He would onl7 need to blow bard, and t he dlctatore would 

f l 7 tor ehelter! ActuallJ, it ie a traTeet7 or realit7. 

Cha.aberlain le, in tact, the moat reeclute aan in British 

l'Ubllc lite to-d&J, but he neTer blutte, and it t here is one 

thing more dangerous and morally worse than a deliberate war 

polio7 it le a war polic7 that pretends that there ie no 

rielr. or war. 

In the House or Commons Debate -- whi ch resulted in 

a Vote ot Confidence in the Government by }40 to 143 Totes 

the Prime Kinleter made no attempt t o m1n1miee the graTity or 

the problem• etill outetandlng, But aere deetructiTe critlc­

•iea ie neTer lllr.el7 to carrr thoee problem• along the road 

to 80lutlon. Wbllet in Great Britain, eaid Chaaberlaln, there 
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was an earnest desire t or co-operation with Germany, he still 

awaited a sign trom those who spoke tor the German people that 

they shared the desire tor agreement and were pr epared to make 

their contributi on to the peace wh~ch would help them ae much 

as it would help us. •Although reason". he added, " is the 

tinest weapon in the world to combat reason, it has little chance 

to assert itaelt where torce is supreme, and it would be a 

tatal blunder to mistake our l oTe ot peace, and our faculty 

tor compromise , tor weakneaa.(Cheers) The democra*1c system 

llay haTe its failings but 1t has this Tirtue that in momenta 

of crisis it eTokea a atrengllh and a unanimity which spring 

trom conTiotion, and which express the wholehearted will 

ot the people." 

I told you in my last letter that the Prime Minister 

had asked me to have a talk with Malcolm Macdonald on the 

subject of Palesti ne, and I haTe done so. Whilst awaiting 

the assembling, and the outcome,ot the Conterence -- which he 

much hopes will meet early in the New Year -- he is none the 

leas a ppreciative of the knowledge of your plan, and is grate­

•tul to you, 1n that this knowledge may be of assistance to 

l 



hia during •conrerence• days. 

I also told you in my last letter that the Prime 

Minister had asked me to see the Air Minister, Sir Kingsley 

Wood, on the subject or your •Air Programme" suggestions. 

I saw Wood at the House or Commons this arternoon, and gave 

him the statement containing your views and proposals which 

I had previ ously -- as mentioned in my last -- shown to the 

Priae Minister. Wood told me that the Prime Jlinister had 

already talked to h1.m on the matter, and we then went through 

your auggestions 1n detail . He asks me to say to you that 

he is very graterul i ndeed to you ror the spirit or help!ul­

- ness and co-operation i n which the sugge stions were conceived, 

as well as ror the suggestions themselves. He a sks me 

rurther to say t hat he will have them very carerully examined 

rrom every appropiate angle, arter which he will get into 

touch with me again. He -- as was the case with Chamberla in 

and the other three Members or the Cabinet wkom I have seen -­

derived a real r eel i ng of encour agement from the mes2ages and 

t okens of your sympat hetic atti t ude , and from tho sense of 
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frl endl] contact \\"1th yourcelf th11t t heee me.ere t;,<.e and t okens 

brought , I t 1s , 1n nll trutt , l'n anx1ove t1me that the 

Membera of the Br1 t1sh Gove r nment er•e go1ng throush. They 

11ve - - as 1ndeed we are all here 11v1ng -- so near to the 

unce rta1nt1es and coneequenc1ee or sudden "w1ld- cat" exploe1one ; 

and their' e 1s the deep r espone1li111ty for such s!<111 1n 

diplomacy en<1 i;uch f·ff1c1ency 1n pr·c;:-;,ntlo:: l r. • 111 u f c.urzd 

:9l'1ti !n r.nc'. ht.r ce1':0cretlc n.lct.tollrP frrr ~lPt:ster , In c.:.!'l:r 

tef!kll they are not r.llm·ine; r.liy t.rr P fl to cro1·· t•r.L er t! e \r 

fl:'et . There 1a no oxaccerat1on in the atateillt-tit ma.de by the 

i.f1n1ster f or the Co- orciinatlon of Defence lt•Rt nic;l-;.t that 

Great Britain had t he beet anti - aircraft defences 1n t he worl~, 

and that no effort i s be1ng spa.red to provide "adequate pro­

- tect1on against t he bi ggest por11 to ~h1 ch we are expose<J a t 

the pr esent tiJ:ie" , Sir John A.'1'1erson, t!'le Uln l ster 1n char.;e 

of t:.he Gove:71Ilont ' a "'lol untariJ National Sex-rl ce" scheme , and 

of the "C1v11 De1'e11ce" plans 56alnst a i r attack , 1e a Scot of 

Yigor ous n.entsl 61'.c' ph,ye1cEl ect1,1ty, er.c of k om: c1•e;t.r.1c1rg 

e1111t ;> . Kir.ec l q V:c.ce , tl:£ J1r k1r:'..rt£r , ~cc l'C rl >it cl 

r€rccr.1>11ty ,l.o , J,'rnlct;i::l;y , C.1~ £:r.c€I t 1orclll gcC"C~ l c 1k (..f 

r r £fc: r n.ctc1l ut1ac flret 11: Llr.!ctr r of 1.rr1n. cu' U.o. 
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rr rorl ~r rter C£~Flfl , 1:::.r Ur.l'f l Efc:nt1·.~ :"cl 1:,_z , h t-1 r Jc.' 

Ll':fcv1 _ .. ,J,c; , h.cic£rteJJ~ , u 11 lrl' v r.1 £Cf of r:..'..r.< , a nd 

who has been in the Bouse of Commons for some 15 yeare -- wae 

one of the beet and most courageoue pilots in the Air Force 

in the war, and eince those days, up to the time of entering 

the Government a year ago, was associated with an aircraft 

production firm, giving him "businese" as well as "Pilot" 

experience in "Air" matters. Generally speaking, it may 

without que•tion be eaid that the Prime Minister is well 

serYed by those who compriee his Government at the present 

time. It doee not follow that rrom time to time there will 

not be Cabinet changes or reehuftlings. Nor does it follow 

that because there are good men outside the Government that 

tbe1 would necoessarily be "good men" inside, People must 

not expect to be able to walk in and out or Governments at 

will, particularlJ it they have resigned and made th1nge 

difficult ror the Government at an anxious moment. "lr Winston 

walks 1n at tbe door", eald Keville Chamberlain to Baldwin 

a few yeare ago, when Baldwin euggeeted bringing Winston into 

the Government again, "I w&llt out or the window". on the 

Other band -- ruling out Winston ae a certain Hon-Starter! 
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Chamberl ain l e not the man to allow a punctilio of an,y nature 

to stand in the wa:, of i ncreased strength and energy, proT1ded 

always that real loyalty and team work were a ssured, 

Before ending this letter -- which I want to get oft 

to you by the mall depar ting toooday -- I would Just say that 

I haTe not forgotten the matter of Guy Gaunt and hie book. I 

baTe arranged to go and have a confidential talk on the subject 

with the Permanent Secretary to the Admiralty the day after 

tomorrow. 

VerJ eevere weather -- frost and snow -- during this 

last week, The abundance of holly berries f orecaeted i t --

bow 1nteneely 1.nter eeting and wonderfully abeor b1ng are the 

workings or nature! But how one's heart weepe, 1n these day s 

ot l ee and snow, tor the m11erable Jews and other innocent 

People 1n those terrible Geraan Concentration Caapa. And what 

le aleo terrible 1e that no Power exists to blot suddenly out 

ot existence Hitler and all h1a eT11- m1nded gang. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 

With our Tel'J beat w1ahea, 

aa •Ter yours, 
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OBSERYER, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1938 

SHORTAGE OF CHRISTMAS 
l' ..... Bi.ME ... _.E.u.S~T"""".H-lS YEAS 

FEW THE RIGHT 
SIZE 

RESULT OF THE 
DROUGHT 

MISTLETOE IMPORTED 
FROM NOR~IANDY 

B y a Special Correspondent 
Many people arc likely to be d !sap. 

Pointed of their Christmas trees this year. 
For several years the demand has t'Xceeded the supply and an additional 

cause of shortage has been the unusual 
1 w eather prevailing throuahout the year. 

Consequently, th~ trees ore mu
0

rh larger this year. It as e11ler thin usual. and <.'hea~r. to buy a tree from six f~l up.. wards, but the perfect stuntagc growth js cc..mporallvely rare 
It It not on:v th• height but the girth And Shi~ of the tr~ that is impOrtant, Jn order lo have the proper shape. ond display properly lht Innumerable slits to hang on the br-anchH. tht tr~ must be bunchy and thick wuh bouahs and twlas. 

COVENT GARDEN R USH 
Hl!'re, again. thla year's trees are den­cient. Nature's bt>neficencc hat caused them lo shoot up to a blah stature. but they tape-r and ha\'e not got tnouah thicknMS. 
On an average one firm sells 100.000 t re<'S a Christmas. All this week the "·orkert In Covent Carden have been act­ting up a l three o'clock to unpack lhe trees arrivina at ~ o'clock in thelr thou· sands from Scotland, Norfolk. and Dor .. &et. while this ye$r's crop from Northern I Ireland has been excepllon•lly aood. 

The J>O&itlon wat ex-plained to a.n ODSERVtR corr•spondent by the Chrlst­m11 tree m.anactr or one or 1he oldest and lar&M ftrm1 tn Co,-ent Carden yes­t trday. 

The txplanation or the small scraa111 tttt-s sold fn the markets It that these art not strictly Chrislmns trees at all. They • re branches cut from arent trce.s: and altbou1h deekod wit!> lln~I they may reprel{'nt the spirit of Christmas jn I countless borncs, they are not lhe reel thinr. 
In 1eneral. the whole Lrtts .old are cut otf from their roou: but this year many have been seen with pert ol their roots still left. and the tiny l<eet have their roots JntacL 

While 1he demnnd for trff~ h11 in­creased. homes have beceme much smalJer. ln the old days only th• lar,e lamllits had greOl trees lo Rll their drawlng­roonu. and their larfe atatJ1 of servants shared in the trtts o tht.1r ~ployer&. 
NEW SIZE DEMAN DE D 

' NO\\' t"Vtry tam1ly 14•ants equahty of Chrinma1 trees, and a new size Is In de-­rnMd. The glganllc tree ol lhc pusl, worthy to ~ utrd u Satan'• 1pear. has d¥nnd:ed.. and now the perfect s.iz~ for the avtroac man°I house or nat 11 be­t wt!cn tour and nve reet. 
All the trees oupplitd att. ol cou....,. Enalllh. allhou&h th•y are Norway spruces. JL takes six years to grow a perloct tree Rv1>-!001 hlch. and the pr&­"""' eauae or thortaa• bt1an dur1n1 th• •••t ''''o 1ummcrs, whlrh \\!ere very dry. Tho bad work wH completed by the cnrly fr0<l this year. 

HOLLY FROM CORNWALL 
What this year lacks In spruoes ft makes up In holly. although tho 1upply or lhl•. too. has be<!n variable. Quanll­tlea ate" now arrlv1n1 in London from Cornwall and Bucks, but In some places where there was plcnLy lost year there 11 none this. 
Fonunately. this year"• holly fl thick wJlh berries. 
M!slletoe 11 nlso plentllul this ytar. A 1urpr1Jlng dltcovery b that It b nearly 111 imported from f'"ranee, where It irowt as a parasite on the applo orchnrds or Normandy. 
There is a little Enallsh mlstletoo avail­able, some ol It from Herelordshlr•. 

/.Ji .... l.4 --­,,p,r/lt 
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CORRESPONDENCE RJ!SPECTINC CzECllOSLOVAKIA, 

SEPTEMDER 1998. 

No. 1. 

1..ord /l1111cunan to t"- Prim• Min;,1er.(') 

Jf!t1tmi111t•r, S. H'. 1, 
My dear Prime Miniater, September 21, J9SS. 

WHJ<s I undertook the task of mediation in 1be eontroversv 
between the Czechoelovak Government and the Sudete.n German 
party, I was, of course, lofL perfectly [ree to obtain my own inform&· 
I ion and to draw my own conclusions. I was under no obligation 
lo issue any kind of report. rn present ciroumatanooa, however, it 
may be of assistance lo you to have the final views, wbicb I have 
formed as a resnlt of my MiBsioo, nod certain 111ggestiona which [ 
believe &hould be taken into consideration, if anytrung like a 
permanent solution is to oo found. 

Tho problem of polilical. social and eec>llOmic relations between 
lhe Teuton and Slav nee• in the area which is now called Czecho­
alovakia is one which baa exi!ted for many centuriea with periods of 
acute struggle and periods of comparative peace. It is no new 
problem. and in its present slnge there are al the aame time new 
ractors and alt!O old factors which wollld have to be considered in 
uny detailed review. 

Wl1en I arrived in Prague nt tbe beginning or August, the 
questions which immodi9loly confronted me were (1) constitutional, 
(2) political and (8) economic. The const itutional question was that 
with which I was immediately and directly concerned. At that time 
it implied the provision of t!Ome degree of home rule for the Sudeten 
Germans within the Ciechoelovak Republic; the question of self. 
determination had not yet arisen in an aeute form. My teak was 
to make mygelf ~uainted with the history of the queation. with the 
principal persona concerned, and with the 1uggestion1 for a aolution 
proposed by the two eidee, viz., by the Sudeten German party in 
the "Sketch" submitted to the Czechoslovak Government on the 
7th June (which was by way or embodying the 8 polnts or Herr 
Jlenlein's speech al Knrlsbnd), and by the Cr.echoelovak Government 
in their drnrt Na1ionnlity Statute, Language Bill , and Administrative 
Jlelorm Bill. 

It became clear that neither or these sels ol proposals wu 
aufficiently acceptable to the other side to permit further negotiations 
on this basis, and 1he negotiations were 1u1pended on the 
17th August. Alter a series of private diaeuuione ht-tween the 

(') SOTL-A aimllar lelltr • •• addreued b7 Lord Run~iman to Pretident 
Benet on $eple.lnbe.r 21. 1938. 



' Sudeten leaders and the Czech authorities, a new basis for negotia-
lion1 WH adopted by tho Czecho&lovak Government and was 
communicated to me on tbe 5th September, and to the Sudeten 
leadcNJ on the 6th September. '!'hie was the so-called 4th Plan. 1 n 
my opinion-and, r believe, in the opinion oC the more responsible 
Sudeton leaders-this plan embodied alm<llll all the requirements 
ol tbe Karlebad 8 points, and with a little clarification and exten1ion 
could ha•'& been made to oo.-er them in their entirety. Negoliatiolll! 
should ba\'e at once been resumed on this la.-oursble and bopelul 
basis; but little doubt remains in my mind that the very fact that 
they were so favourable 01ierated ogainsL their ohanc~e, with tho mor~ 
extreme membeNJ or the Sudeten Oerman party. ft is my belier 
that the incident ariaing out of the viait of certain Sudeten German 
Deputies to investigate into the case ol penon1 arrested for arm• 
!IDURl!ling at Mlihriach-Ostrau wu used in order to pro•ide an excuse 
for the euepeneion, ii not lor the breoking off, ol negotiations. The 
Czech Government, however, nL once gave way to the demands ol 
tbe Sudeten German party in this matter, and preliminary discus­
siooa ol the 4th Plan were resumed on the JOth September. Again , 
I am convinced that this did not 1uit the policy ol the Sudeten 
estremiats, and that incidents were provoked and instigated on the 
11th September and, with greater effect after Herr Rifler's speech . 
on tho 12th September. As a result ol the bloodshed and diatur­
banoo thus caused, the Sud et en delegation relosed to meet the Czech 
authorities as had been arrnnfied on the 18th September. Rerr 
Henlein and Herr Frsnk presented a ne...- aeriea ol demand&-v.-ith­
dra..al of State police, limitation or troops to their military 
duties, &c., which the Czecboelovnk Government were again prepared 
to nccept on tho eolo oondilion that o representative of the party 
came to Prague to dieeuBB how order should be maintained . On the 
night ol the 18th September this condition "'' refused by Herr 
Henlein, and all neROtiations wett con1pletely broken off. 

It is quite clear that we cannot now go beck to the point wherr 
we sLood two weeks ogo; and we have to consider the situation as 
it now races ue. -

With the rejection of the Czoohoelovak Government's offer on 
tho 18th September and with the breaking off ol the negotiations 
by Rerr Henlein, my functions aa a mediaLor were, in fact, at an 
end. Directly and indirectly, the connection bet,.•een the chief 
Sudeton leaden and tho Government of the Reich had become the 
dominant lacoor in the eiLuation ; the dispute wae no longer an 
internal one. It w&A not part of my function to attempt mediation 
betwMn Czechoelovakia and Germany. 

Re41poosibility lor the final break most, in my opinion, ~ upon I 
Herr ITenlein and Herr Frank and opon those ol their 1upporters 
inside !Uld outside the oountry who wnre urging them t.o e•tremr 
and unconstitutional action. 

I have much 1ympalhy, bowcvrr, with th• Sudeten caeo. Tt ie 
a hard thing to be ruled by an alien race; and I have been lel1 
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with the imprcuion that Czeclloelovak rule in lhe Sudeten areas 
for the laot h• enty yean, though not actively oppreuiv.i and 
certainly not '' terroriatic," has beei1 marked by laclle88ne&•, lack 
ol ""dent&nding , polly intolerance and discrimination, to a point 
" here tho rcli(lntmont or Lhe Ge.nnau population was inevitably 
moving in the dircctio11 ol revolt. 'l'ho Sudoten Oormans £elt, too, 
that in the paat they h•d been given many promi.c& by the 
Czechoslovak Govcr1111wnt, but that lillle or no iwlion had followcJ 
these promise&. 'J'bi& Mperience had induced lll &Uitude or 
um·eiled mistrust of the leading CU'<'.h slate.men. I cannot ""Y 
how far this mistn11l is merited or unmerited ; but ii eerlainly exists, 
with the result 1h1t, bo"'e,·er conciliator .. ' their 1tatt1meots, lhl'J' 
inspire no confidence in the minds ol the Sudeten population. 
Moreover, in tho last Cle(llions or !9S5 the Sudetcn Oerman party 
polled more vote, than any other single ll8tty; &Jtd thoy actually 
formed tho •ccond lsrg<lst party iu the Stato Parliament. They then 
oommonded some 44 votes in a total Pnrlinmcnt ol 800. With 
subsequent accessions. lht1y are now the lnrgcst 11nrty. But tbey 
can always bo outvotc.l: und consec1uently R01ne ol them !eel thnt 
constitutional action is useless !or them. 

Local irritation• were added to these major grievances. Curll 
officials and C!<-ch poliC<>, speaking littlr or no German, were 
a1)pointed in laf!IO numben to purely Oerman district&; Czech 
agricullural colonists w.re ell('()uraged to &title on land tnnsferred 
under tho I,and Rclorm in the middle ol Clennan ro1mlations: !or 
the children ol 1he11e Czech im·aden Cze(lh schools were built on 
a large seale; th~re is a very general belie! that Ctl'Cb firms "'ere 
lavonred aa oiininst Oormoo firms in the allocation or State contracts 
ond that tho Stato pl"ovided work aod relic! !or Czcrhs more readily 
than lor G~rn1ons. I believe those complaints to bo in the mni11 
justified. ~~ven a~ late os the time ol my Mifll!ion, l could find no 
readiness on tho part ol the Czechoslovak Oovcrnment to remedy 
them on anything like an adequate scale. 

All thelle. and ~her, grievan«s wero inlensifit'd by the reactions 
ol the economic cri•ia on the Sudeten induatries. whioh lonn so 
important a part ol the lile ol the poople. Nol uonaturaU.v, lhe 
Government were blamed !or the resulting impo\'erishment. 

For many r,>asone, therefore, inclodinic tho above, the feeling 
among the Sudeton Ocrmans until about three or lour yean ago 
WRS one or l10fl<'lossne1&. Bo~ the riso or Nazi Oermnny gave them 
new hope. I rc!Cf1rd their turning !or help towards their kinsmen 
and their eventnnl drairo lo join tl10 Reich as n natural development 
in the eireumstanree. 

At tho lim1• ol mv Arrival. the more moderate Sudoten leaden 
still desirro " sotllement within the lronliPrs ol the Ctechoslovak 
State. They realiMld what war would mean in the Sudeten area. 
which would itsell 1"' lho main battlefield. Both nationallv and 
internationally •uch a selllement would havo been an ea•ier .Otution 

( 17961) c• 
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than territorial trnnsfer. I did my best to promote it, •nd up to 
a point \rith so1ne success, but even so not without misgl"ing as 
to "'bcther, when agrec1nc.nt was reached, it could over be carried 
out without gh-ring rise to a new crop o{ suspicions, oontrove~ie-s, 
accusations and oountcr·accusat ions. I felt that ony such arrange. 
roent IYOutd bnve boon temporary, not lasting. 

'11hissolutiou1 in tl1e form of whnt is known na the" 'Fourth Ploo
1

" 

broke down in tho circumstances narrated above : the whole situation, 
internal and externRI. had ebonged; ond I felt lbat with this cbn.nge 
1ny mission had oon1e to on end. 

When l left Prnguo on tho 16th September. tbe riots end dis­
tu rbances in the Sudeten lll'caa, which had ne\'er been more than 
sporadic, had died down . A considerable number of districts hnd 
been placed under n r~gime called Standreeht, amounting to 
mortinl law. •rho Sudcten leaders. at nny rate tbe more extreme 
nmong Lbem, bad fled Lo Oermony and were issuing proclnmations 
defying the Czechoslornk Government. J bo"e been credi bly infonned 
lbnt, nt the Lime of my leaving, lhe number of killed ou both sides was 
not more than 70. 

Unlei;s, therefore. ncrr Tieulein's Freikorps ore delibemtely 
encouraged to cross the frontier. I have no renson to expect ony 
notable reno,\1Al or incidents and distntbBuces. In Uiese (•ircnin_sto11ces 
the necessity for the presence of State Police in these districts should 
no longer exist. As the Stnle PoLice tu·e extremely unpopular among 
the Germeu iubnbitnnt•, an<l have constituted one of their chief 
gricl'anccs for the Inst three years, I consider thnt they should be witl1· 
drown 8S soon RS possible. f beJie\'e that lhcir withdrawn( \\'Otdd 
reduce the causes of wrangles nnd riots. 

Further. it baa become sell-evident to me tbnt those frontier 
districts betweeu Ctecboslovaki11 und Gern1a.n v 'vhc.re tho $11doton 
population is in au important majority shonld 'be given lull right or 
se1£-deteru1innlion at ooee. Tr so1ne cession is Loe,,itable. us I belie,·c 
it to ho, it is as weU that it should be done promptly and without pro­
crastination. There is real dtlnger. even a dnngor o{ Ci\•il \\'nr, in Lhe 
continuance of a stat<i of uncertainty. Com;AJquently there are ,·rry 
real reasons for n JJOliey of immediate nod clrnstic action. Any kind 
of plebiscite or referendum would . I believe. be n shoor formality in 
respect of these predomiosnUy Germon nreas. A very largo majority 
of lheir inhabitants desire amalgamation with Germany. The 
inevitable delay involved in laking n plebiscite vote would only sene 
to excite 1JOpular feelings, with J>Crhops most dougcrous result» I 
consider, tl1ereforo. lbnl the.. frontier districts shou Id at once be 
tmnsfcrrocl from. Czechoslovakia Lo Germany, nnd, further, thol 
meaeuros for their peaceful transfer, incl11tlin11 the provision of snfo· 
guards for tho populntion during Iha transfor period . sboold be 
arranged fortbwilh by agreement between the two Governments. 

'!'he tronsfer of these frontier district• does not. however. diRposc 
finelly o( tho question how German• anti Or.cobs nro to live together 
peacefully in future. Rl•Ni if ull Jhe arena where tbe O•rmons have 
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a rnojority were tronsror,red to Germany lhere would 1lill ren1nin in 
C-zechOtilovekin n IRrgo number of Gern1nna, and ln t110 areas trans­
ferred to Germany there would •till be a certain nuinbcr of Cze<bs. 
Economic oonnnion1 oro eo close that an obeolute lf))OJ'lltion is not 
only undesirable but inronceivable; and I repeat my !'Ollviction that 
hiAlory has proved tbal in timet of ~ the two proplet can live 
together on friendly terms. I belie,·e that ii is in the intereet. of all 
Czechs and of all Germani alike that lb ... frirndly relations aboold 
be enrooraged to re·ettabli.h them ... h·es; and I am ronvincoo that 
this is the real deaire of the average Czech and Germon. They are 
alike in being honeet, peaceable, hard-working and lrug•l lolk. When 
political friction llAI been roinoved on both sides, [ believe that they 
can settle down quietly. 

Yor those portions or tho territory. theroforo, 11hcre the German 
1nnjority is not ao lrnport1u1t, I recommend thn~ no Coffort be ronde to 
find a basis !or local autonomy wiU1in tho lronti~ra or tho Ct<'Choslovak 
Republic on the lines of tho "Fourth Plan. " modifloo eo .. to meet 
the new eircumstaocee created by the tmn•ler of the preponderantly 
German areu. At I have already said, there it al,..1y1 a danger that 
agreemen~ reachoo in principle may lead to lur1her divc~ucin in 
prac:ice. But I 1hiok lhat in a more peaceful future thio nak can be 
minimised. 

This brings me to 1be political side of the problem, which is oon­
cerned with the queotion ol lhe integrity and ll'Curity of the Czecbc>­
alovak Republic, tapecially in rolation to her immediate neiRhbo11rs. 
I believe thnl here the problem ia one of removing • centre of intense 
political friction from tho middle of E urope. For this pur)l06e it is 
necessary 11-0rmoncnlly to 1irovide that the C•echoalo,•ak State should 
live at peace with all her neighbours and tbol her policy, internal and 
external, should bo directed to tbat end. Just •• it i1 enential for 
the international pooition of S.-it~rland that her policy thould be 
entirely neutral, IO an analogous poliry is nf'tt'mry for CU'Cbo­
alovalrio-not only for her o•n future e:ri&ten.., but for the peace of 
Eul'Ofl". 

In order to achiM·e thi•, I recollllilMd :-

( ll Tb&t thoeo por1ie1 and persona in Czechooalo\&kia who hl\·e 
been deliberately enoouraginR a policy anta~onistic 10 

Czochcelovakia'1 neighbours should be lorbidden by the 
Cr.echo•dovak Government to continue their ogitstions: and 
that, ii netell8ary, legal measures should be taken to bring 
such agitation• to an end. 

(2) That tho C•ooho1lo,•ak Government 1honld eo remodel her 
foreign relation• u lo gi\·e assurance• to ber neighbours 
that Abe will io DO cireumatancea attatk thrm or enter into 
any ~'·e action ogaiost 1hem aNing from obligations 
to ocher Stal ... 

(8> That the priocip&I Po ... tra, acting in tho inlfl'T1t1 of the peace 
of F.urope, ahould gh·e to Czcehoolovakia fl'taranlees of 
a.Mit~tanr\' in coe of unpro\·oked aggrrttion against her. 

[ 17961) o' 2 
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(41 Thal a comn·en-U.1 treely on pn-ferential term• Mi~1ld ~ nf(!Cltiated b<'t"N' n Germany •nd .t'•~-rhoslovok1n 11 tlu• seer1's ad\·1111tag{'()u& Lo the N!onom1c 1ntereF>ll of th~ two countries. 
Thia lead,, me on to the third 11ur•tion \\hieh lay within the OCOJ'(' of my en~uiry, \'iz., thP ectmomic probl<m. Thi• problt•m C<'ntrf8 on lhe di.tress anrl unt:mp1oy1nent io the Rudttt n 0l'rtoa.n areas, a distrcMfl wldch ha.s J:Xlnlistod eioeo I 000, nnd is d11l'i to 'orious caused-. It constitutes a gnitoble l»ckground for political di-ntent. It ig a probkm which exi•ll; but to .. y thai the Sudeten Gorman qm .tion i11 entlrcly or C\'cn in th~ 1uain an C'oono1nic one is mi•lfadlog. Tl a transfer of territory takes place, 11 jg a prohl· rn wbid1 trill 1 ... tho most part fall to the German Go•·w1menL to 80lve. tr tho policy which I ha"e outlined abo"e r!'eomnwnd• itOl!'lr to those immediate!~- concern•~ in the r.....,,.t llituation, l would further Bnl!lle•l: (•l That a repm,eotatiH' of th~ Sndcten German pooplt• •ltould ham & 1.ermnnent 1eat in lhe C'iechoslor•k Cabinet. (b> Thal a Commioaion nnd r a ntulral ch•irman ahoold be appointee) to deal with the que•lion of tho delimitation or tbr nren to be transferred to G"rmany and also "ith contro•craial points in1mecHately ll"i ... io:,: from tbt\ carrying out of any a~ment "hi~h n1ay be reachC'd. ( t l That Rf\ intc1 nationnl rorc(I be orgBnised tn kl't'P order in tbc districll which are to be transfel'?ecl pending attual tmnsfer, 80 lhot Czechoslo,ak Stole polit<'. as I hne said abo\'o, and Al80 Cr.rchoalorak t roops, may be \\ithdraw11 from this area. I wish to close this letter by recording w~ ar1prociatioo ol tbe personal ooortesy, ho.1,itality and a..Ustance which I and my &tafT recei .. cd from tho Gol'ernu1ent aulhoritic•. espet'ially Dr. !knee and Dr. Hodza, from the repr<Oll'nlativf\I of the Su<leten German party "'ith whom •f ca.1ne in coulatt, and front a. very large nurnber of other pooplo in all ranks or life \lhom we ruet during our stay in Cteehoalovakia. 

Youn! '"'Y aineerel~-. 
RUNCUIAN OP DOXFORO. 

No. 2. 
Thr .ln9lo-rrc11rh Pror-o1o/1 pruenttd to tl1e C:ec/101/ocak Oovn111nen' 011 Scptcnibcr l9, IU88. 

Tua repreaent&tint or th~ French and Bntigb Go,-emmenll ha.-e b<'<>n in consultation to-day on the general oituntion. and have con­aidered the Drit iah Prime Minister '• report ol bit conversation with Herr 1Ji1ler. BntiJl lfinittera al80 plaud before their J<'rencL colleagues their condn•ions derivod from the occoun~ lurnisbed to them or the work or his Million bv Lord Runoiman. We are bolh con.-inced that, after recent e<en11; the point bu now bee.a re&ebed whrr~ 1 1 1~ Cunhcr tnniJ1tcn11ncc witlun tho boundaries of lhc 
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CicehOGJo,·ak State of the districts Jll3inly inhabit~d by Sudeten 
Deutach cannot, in Incl, continue any longer without imperilling the 
interests or Cicchotlovnl<i• herself nnd of Europcnn J><'BCC. To the 
light of these considerolione, both GoHrnments have b<>en comJJ~lled 
to the conclusion thnt tho maintenance of peoro oncl tho safety of 
C•eehosJo,·akia'• vitnl interests cannot effectively be &B!Jured unless 
these areas are now trans!crred to the Reich. 

2. Thia could oo done either by direct transfor or u the result 
ol a plebiscite. We ...,.Ji141 the difficulties im·oh-ed in a plebiscite. and 
we are *"a.re of your objections already upn: ..... 1 lo this coarse, 
particularly the poMibility of far-reaching reperru.,iona ii the matter 
wero treated on lhe b.si• ol ao ";do a principle. Por l his reason we 
anticipate, in the nbornce ol indication lo the contrary, that ~-ou may 
prefer to deal with tho SndNen Deutsch problem by the IJ\elhod ol 
direct tranalor, nod os a case by itself. 

S. The orca lo1· tronsfor \\Ould probably havo to inclndo areas 
with over iiO pt'r ccnL. of Cerman inbabitunts, but wu ol1ould hope to 
arrange by negotiationa provi•ions for arljustmcnl of frontier., whrrd 
circumstanctll render it nl'eesoary, by sorue international body, 
including a Ciecli rcprcS<>ntotirn. We are aatiliied that the transfer 
of smaller areas bu.d on a higher percen~'\' ..-oold not meet the 
case. 

4. The int«national body relerr..d to might 1!00 be charged with 
que.tiOlli ol posaiblo etchangc of population on the l'l•i1 of right 10 
opt within some •P<-Cifild time-limit. 

5. We reeo!(ni..c that, ii the Czecl1oslovak Go,Nnmcnt is 
Jlrcpared lo conrn l' in tho measures proposed, in,·olving material 
changes in tho conditions or tile State, they nro ontitlud to ask for 
SOnlO AS611r&UCtl or their £utu1e security. 

u. Accordingly, Jlis ~lajcsty'a Go,•crumenl in the United 
Kingdom would oo prepared, as a contribution to tho pacifirntion of 
Europt>, to join in an int~rnalional guarantee of tho new bouudaric• 
of the Czcchoelo\'ok ~tale agoin., unpro,·okcd 11jtgtt11ion. 0ne of 
the principal conditiona of such a guarantee woold b<: the raleguarding 
ol the independence of C1•-clioslo,·akia by the auti.titution of a ~eneral 
1t11•rantee ~ainst unpro"okcd agw-ession in place ol oxioting treati..,, 
which invoh e reciprocal ~bligations of a military character. 

7. Both the French and ilritish Go\'crumcnt~ recognise how 
great is the aarrifie-0 111111 '"~uired of the CwehCM<lo,•nk Government 
in the cousc ol lll'MO. J.lut because that cause is oommon both to 
Enropo in genornl nm! in parliculnr to Czechoslovakia herself tLey 
hn\'O lelt it U1dr duty jointly to se~ forth frankly the conditions 
cucntial to aecure it. 

S. The PrioH) )J1ni1<h:r rnu•t re5un1~ t011,·~nation1 "·ith Hen 
Diller not later tban Wcdnc,.Jny, and t'arlier ii !'°"'iblc. \\'• 
therefore feel we mutt ask for your reply at the "6rli,111 )lOESiblo 
1noment. 



No. s. 
T/10 Firit 1..Utr o/ Sept•111ber 28, 1088, from 11,. l'ri111e Mi11i1tcT 

to the neichrt'lraucellor. 

lly dear Rtich1kantler, Oodt1b119. Stpl•mbn 23, 1988. 
I Tn"• ii may clarify the situation aod accele,..te our eonvenia· 

1ion i1 I "nd •·ou this cote before "e m~L 1hi1 morning. 
I am ready' LO put to the Cz<!<'b Govtmmen1 your proposal as 

1<> the artaa. ao that they may examine 1he auggtttrd pro,·isional 
boundary. So far .. I can -: tl1ere ia no ol!JNI lo hold a plehiscioe 
for the bulk of oho areas, i.e., £or lhoae arrat which (according lo 
statistics upon which bolh sides seem lo •groel are predominanoly 
Sudelen Germnn nrclUI. I ham no doubt, ho11Cver, lh•l tbo Cr.cch 
GovornnwnL would be willing lo •c<wpl your 1iroposnl for a plebiscite 
10 delermioo how fnr, if al all . tbe prof)Of!<'d now front ier need be 
adjusted. 

The difficulty I "e about the propoonl you put lo me yesterday 
afternoon ari" a from the suggestion that tho are-aa should in lhP 
immediate future be oetupied by German troope. l recognise the 
difficulty of oonducting • lengthy inves1iga1ion under emtin1t 
conditiona and doubllesa the plan you propoM ,.-ouJd, if it werl' 
acceptable, provide an immediate easing of tho tcnaion. But I do 
not think you have realised ohe impoosibility of my agrneing to puo 
forward an_v plan un!eBS 1 have reaeon to 1uppoee that it will be 
considered by publie opinion in my oounlry, in l?rance and, indeed. 
in tbo wol'ld gerwrally, aa carrying out tho winciple• •lready agreed 
UjlOll in 011 Ol'derly fashion and [rco lrom tho threat or force. ) 
am sure lhnt an att<'mpt to occupy rortludtl1 by Oerinan troops nrens 
which will bccomo port of the Reich at once in principle, and very 
shortlv afler..-arda by formal delimitation. would bo condemned as 
an urin..:essary d;,play of force. 

E<en ii I felt it right to put 1hi1 propooal to the Czech 
Go<emm• nl, l am convinced that they ..-ould not r.;gard ii aa being 
in the •pirit of the a,...ngement wlticlt we and tho French Government 
urged them LO ac«pt and which they have atttpted. In the event 
ol German troo1,. moving into the areat al )'OU propose, there is 
no doubt th•t tho Ciooh Government would havo no option but lo 
order their forres to resist, and this would menn tho destruction of 
the basis 11pon which yon and I a wock ngo ugo·ced to work together, 
nnwcly. an orderly settlement or thio question rail.er thou a 
&elllement by tho USO or force. 

II bein~ agreed in principle that the Sudeten German areao are 
10 join the Reich. the immediate queation before u1 i• how to maintain 
law and order ptnding tbe final 8'!1tlement of the arrangemenlll for 
tlte t,..nafer. There mu•t surely l>e •llernath·•• to your rropooal 
wbieb ..-ould nol be op!'n to the objecliona I have pointed out. For 
instance I could uk the Czech Governmen1 whether they think 
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there could be llll arrangement under which the maintenance or law 
and order in certafo agreed Sudeten Gernrnn areas would be e.ntrusted 
to the Sudeten Germans themselves-by the creation or a su itable 
force, or by tho 11ee or forces already in existence, possibly acting 
under Ulo supervision of neutTal obse:rvers. 

As you know, I did last night, in accordance with my under· 
standing with you, urge tho Czech Government to do all in their 
!)O\\'er to rnai_nla in otder in tho meantime. 

The Czech Government cannot, or cour11e, "; thdrnw tboir forces. 
nor can they be e<pected to withdraw tbe State Police so loog aa 
they are foccd with the prospect or forcible in vasion ; but I should 
he ready at once to nscertain their views on the alternative suggestion 
I bavo made and, ii lbo plan proved acceptable, J would urge them 
to withdraw their forces and the State Police from the areas where 
the Sudeten Germans ore i11 o. position to rnainloin order. 

Tho rurtber steps that need bo taken to completo the transfor 
could be worked out <1uite rapid ly. 

I am . 
Yours raith £ully, 

NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN. 

No. ·i . 

1'he Reich1chanccllor to Ille Pri1nc ,\finistcr. 

tl~rnns!nt ion.) 
Your Exr.ellency, Ood••bcrg, St11tombcr 28, 1088. 

A Tnonovon exn1ninntion of your letter. which reached rne to-day . 
as well as the necessity of clearing np the sit11ation definitely, lend 
1no to 1noko the roHo\ving commuuicnt-ion :-

For nearly two decades the Germans, as well as the ''arious olber 
nationalities in Czechoslovakia, have. been msltrealed in the most 
unworthy manner, tortured, economically destroyed, and, above all, 
pl'Ovcnted from realising for themselves olso the right or the nations 
to self-determination. All attempts of the oppressed to change their 
lot failed in the face of the brutal will to dostruction of tho Czechs. 
'l'he latter were in possession of the power o[ the State and did not 
hesitate to employ it ruthlessly and barbarically. England and France 
hnvo never made aa endeavour to alter this situation. In my speech 
before tbe Reiebstag or the 22nd February , I declared that the 
German Reich would tske tbe initiative in putting an end to any 
lllrther oppression of these Germans. I b&l'e in n fnrther dC<llorolion 
during lbe Reich Party Congress given clear and unmistakable 
expression to this decision. I recognise gratefully thot nt last, n[ter 
twenty years, the British Government, r-0presented by your 
Excellency, hss now rlecided for ihl part oleo to undertake steps to 
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put an end to a situa1io1.' 11hieh from day to day'. and . indeed. from 
hour to honr ia ~nung n1orl' unbearable. l'or 1f formerly the 
behaviour or the Cztthoolo• •k Govern men I WU brutal, ii can only 
be dH<ri~ during ....-.n1 wttkt and day11 u madnet1. The •·ictim1 
of 1hi1 rn.adness art innurnPrabJe Ger1nan1. In a fe"· weeks th 
nu111ber of refugl!el "'"' hl\t been dri•·cn oul has risen lo O\<r 
J~,000. This situation. u &toted above, is unbearable, and will no• 
be 1ormin&1ed by mo. 

Your J"xcellency 011urc1 mo now that the priuciplo or lhe tran•for 
or lho Surleten torritorr to tl10 11cich has, in priuciplc, nlrendy beou 
acceplod. I regret to have to reply to your l'xcellency thnt ns rcgar<la 
this point, the tbt'Orcti<al rcoognition ol principlca has also bten 
lormtrlv gnoted 10 UI Germans. In the year 1918 th• Armi•tico 
was l'Ol;cluded on the bl•i• or the 14 poinla or J'!'f«ident Wilson, 
which in principle were r~ilfd by all. 111ey •ere, howe.-er, in 
practice broken in the nlOllt 1h11neful ·way. \\That inttreets me, your 
Escellcncy, is not tho rooo~nition ol the principle that this territory 
i1 to so 10 Germany. but solely tho realisation or lhie principle, •nd 
tho renliaation wbicb both 11u1s nn end in tho al1ortest time to tho 
suflorings ol the unhap/>Y vit'tims ol Czeeh tyrnnny, and al the same 
time corresponds lo t •~ dignity or a Great Powt'r. I con only 
emphasise to your E<cell•ncy that these Sudeten Cermans ore not 
comini: Nick to the Germ•n Reirh in .-irtue or the wacious or 
benevolen1 sympathy ol other nations, but on the jtround ol th•ir 
own will based on the ril!ht or .. 11-0eiennin$lion of the nations. lnd 
or tho irrr<ooable deeision or th~ German Reich lo ~i\·o effect lo this 
\\ ill. It i11, bowevc.r, for" nAtion an unworlln• dl'1nand lo bn\'C lhi11 
recognilion made dependenl on conditions whirh nro not provided ror 
in tn.1ntit."J1 nor nro practicol in vie"• ar the 11horh1('a8 of lho tiine. 

I hnve, "ith the best intentions and in order to give tho Czech 
nation no justifi&ble <IU!t' !or romplaint, propo&!'d in the event ol 
• peaceful solutiorr-a1 the luture frontier. 1ba1 n•lionalities frontier 
which I am convinced l'l'p..-nll a lair adjustm,.nl lx•tween the two 
racial groups. taking alJO into aceount the continued exis1ence of 
large l1n1:111ge islands. I am, in addition, ready to allow plebiscit .. 
to be taken in the wholo territory which will Nlalilo subsequent 
corrcctiona lo be iuade. in ordrr-so fo.r os it is po11sible--to tnC'<'t 
the 1·e•l 11 ill of the pcoplc1 ooncrrned. T have undMtnken to aecept 
thcso oorroctions in adv•nr~. I have, moreover. dl'Clared rnysell 
ready to allow this plebiscite to tak• place und<r tho control eiUirr 
or inlcrnation.al commissions or of a mixed Otr1n&n·Citt:h com.mi•· 
aion. I am finally ready. during tho days or the pltbiecite, 10 with· 
drH our troops from the moot disputed fronlitr ar.u. auhjecl t• 
the condition that the c ... h1 do the S1mr. I am, howe,·er. oot 
prepared to allow a t<rritory "hich mnat be conoidered as belonjtin~ 
to Germ•ny, on the Rround or the will or the JlCOIJle nnd or lhr 
recognition wanted even by tl10 C1.0cbs. lo be !cit wi1hout thr 
prott'etion or lho Reich. There is here no int('rnationnl powf'r or 
•R•ttment whicb would 11nve tho right to take precedence o•·er 
Oerm•n riRhl. 
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'.l'bo idea of being nble to entrust to the Sudeten Germons olonc 
tbe maintena llce or order is praclicnlly impol!Sible in consequence of 
the obstacles put in tho woy or tbeir political orgnnisntion in the course 
of the Inst decade, and particular ly in recent times. As much in the 
interest of the tortured, because defenceless, population os well as 
with regard to tbe duties nnd prestige ol tho Reich, it is impossible !or 
us lo refrain from giving immediate protection to this territory. 

Your Excellency assures me thot it is now impo6sible !or you to 
p1·opose such a plan to your own Government. May I assure you for 
my port that it is impossible lor me to justify any other altitude to 
the OcrmJltl people. S iJlee, lor Ellgland, it is a question at most ol 
political imponderables, wberons, lor Germany, it is a question of 
primitive right of the security ol more lbao 8 million bumau beings 
and tbe nRtionnl honour ol u grent people. 

I !ail to understand the observation ol yoor Excellency lhnl il 
would not be possible lor the Czech Government to withdraw their 
forces so long as Lhey wero obliged to reckon with possible invasion, 
since precisely by means of this solution the grounds lor any forcible 
action ar~ to be removed . Uoreover, I cannot conceal [rom yo11r 
Excdlency that the great mistrust with which I am inspired leads me 
to believe that the acceptance o( lbe principle o( the transfer of 
Sudoten Germans lo tbe Reich by tbe Czech Government is only given 
in the hope thereby to win time so as, by one means or another, to 
bring about a change in cont:raclietion to lbis principle. For if the 
proposal that these territories nro to belong to Germany is sincerely 
accepted, there is no ground to poetpone the practical resolution of 
this principle. My knowledge of Cr,ecb practice in such matters over 
a perio<l of long yen rs compels me to assume the insloceriLy of Czech 
assorances so long as they •re not implemented by practical proof. 
The German Reich is, however, determined by one means or another 
to terminate these attempts, which have lasted lor decades . to deoy by 
dilatory methods the legal claims of oppressed peoples. 

Moreover, tho ••mo attitude applies to tho other nationalities in 
tlli.a State. Tboy also are the victims of loog oppression ond violence. 
In their caso, olso, every assurance given hitherto hos been broken . 
In their cose. also, attempts have been made by dilatory dealing with 
their complaints or wishes to win time in ordor to be able to opprcl!S 
them still more subsequenlly . These nations, nlso, ii they ore to 
nchieve their rights, "·iH, sooner or Inter, hove no nltcrnnti ,.,o but to 
secure them lor themselves. Io any event, Germony, if-as ii now 
a ppears to be tho ense~hou ld And it impossible to have Uie clear 
right• of Germans in Czechoslovakin ncc..pted by wa.v of negotiation, 
is determined to exhaust tho other possibilities which then alone 
remain open lo Iler. 

(Signed> ADOI,l' ffiTJ,ER. 
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~o. 5. 

Tlie Stcoud Letter. Sr1>tctnbcr 2.S, Ul38, f-rona tba Pr-ilnc .'1i11iltrr 
to the fleu:lt•chtuttfllor. 

\l;v dear Reichskan•ler, Godoberg, Sc11ttmbcr 28. 1988. I rrAvt1 received your Excfllency's corn1nunicetion in r(lply lo JOY ll'tttr or thia morning and ha\·e takrn note of ita ~ntenta. Jn my ra~ity u intermediary, it i1 evidently now my dutv­@inoo your 1'~X"crllenr~f main10.ins entin:1l,v the position you took i1tP.L nl~hl-to pu1 your pro1ioaals ootore the CzechOl!lovak Government. 
Accordinsd~" I nqu•'SI ~·our Excellenry 10 bl' good enou~h 10 !ti nJe 11&\'0 a mcmorandu1n w-hit:h 1tt11 out the-tie proposals, t()ftether "ith • map showing 1bu or°' prot>OSed lo be transfo1-rcd, subjcoL lo tho re•ult o( tho propoeecl pl~bisc1te. 
On !'ffeh·ing thi8 1nemorandum. I •ill ot onu forv;ard it to Prague and roqueot 1he reply ol th9 t'icchoslovak Government at the e.rliefit Jl')'Sible IDOITIPOt. 
In the meantime, until I on reeci\·e their reply, I should be glad to ha.-e your Excelfoncy·s uourance that you ... m continue to abide by the understanding, which \\0 rt'trh•d al our meeting on the Hth Septc111bor •rid •~•i11 Inst nigl1t. 1het 110 action •hould bo taken, particularly in the Sud<ten t<rritory, by the lort'es ol the Reich to 1>rej11dice any further mediation ... hirh may be found J'°""ible. 

Since the acceptance or rrfn'41 ol your Excc•llency'8 pro1ioaal is now a matter lor the CucOO.lo•ak Government 10 dceide, I do not "''' that I can perform any further &ervice here, "hilst, on the other hand, it ho1 br.eome nooeissary that I should at once report tl1e presont situation to my colleagues and to the Fre11ch Oovcrament. I propose, therefore, to return to En~and. 
Yonra faithlully, 

NEVILLE CfTAMBEllLAlN. 

No. o. 
J/t·,,1orandum handed IJy tltt Reu:h1char1celtor to the l>tfme .\f in11r.e:r 

on September 28, 1988 (t<it/1 a .lfo11). 
(Translation.) 

RHPOBTIJ •·hich are inerc.uing in number fron1 hour to hour rrgarding inci1lenl8 in the Sudetenland ahow that the situnt ion h•s bct'Ome completely intolerable for the Sudeteu O<rman people and, in consequenc:e, a danger to the pnce of J::uropo. It 11 1bereloro e...,ntial that the e.:paration ol tho Sudetenland agiwd to by t:ce<:hoslo•·skia should be eflec: tcd without an,· lurthcr delay. On tbo . . 
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atlnched mnp(') the Sudetcn Onrman area which is to be ceded is 
shaded red. Tho areas in which, over and above the areas which are 
to be occupied, n plebiscite is also to be held are drawn in and shaded 
green. 

The finnl delimitation of the frontier n111st corrc•pond lo tho 
wishes of lbose. concerned. tu order lo detern1ine tliesc. wishes, a 
certain period is necessary !or the [lreparalion ol the voting, during 
which disturbn.nces nn1et in all circu1nstance.s be prevented. A 
situation ol parity must be created. rhe area dcsil(natod on the 
attached n1ap ss a Gennau area will be occ111>icd by Gcrmall troops 
withont taking account as to whether in the plebiscite there may prove 
to be in this or Urnt part of tho area a Czech majority. On tho other 
band, tho Czech territory is occupied b.v C7.ech troops without 
regard to the quostion whether, within this area, there lie large 
German language islonds, tho majority o[ which will without doubt 
a\'OW their German nntionnHty in tho plebiscite. 

With a viow to bringing about an immediate and final solution 
o! tho Sudoten German problem the following proposals ore now 
made by the Garman Government :-

1. Withdrawal o! the wbole Czech armed forces, tho police. the 
gendarmerie, tbe customs officials and the frontier guards from tbe 
area to be evacuated as designated on the attached map, this area 
to be handed over to Germany on tho !st October. 

2. The evac1rn.t~d territory is to be banded over in its present 
condition (see further details in appendix). The German Government 
agree that a plonipotentiary representath•e or the Czech Government 
or of the Czech Army should be nttacbcd to tbe headquarters of the 
German military forces to •etllo the details o! the modalit ies of the 
evacuotioo . 

S. The Czech Government di•charges at ouee to lhei r homes 
all Sndeten Germans serving in the military forces or the police 
nny,vhere in Czech State territory. 

4. The Czech Government liberates all political prisoners of 
German race. 

6. The German Govcmmont agrees lo permit • plcbiscito to 
tako place in those areas, whicli will be more definitely dofined , before 
at latest lbe 25t h November. AJterntions to U1e nnw lrontier arising 
out ol the plebiscite will be settled by s Gerroan·Czech or an 
internnlional oommiss.ion. Tho plebiscite itsel! will be carried out 
under the oontrol or an internationa l co1:n1nission. ;\ll persons who 
were residing in tl1e ureas in question on the 28th October, 1918, or 
were born there prior lo this dale will be eligible to vote. A simple 
majority of all eligible male and lemnle voters will determine tbo 
desire ol tho population to belong ·to either the Germon Reich or to 
the Cr,oob Stole. During the J>lebiscite both parties will withdraw 
their military forces out ol areas whiob will be defined more precisely. 

f') Sea at t.be end or t.b i& Paper a 1k<•h~h 1nap based upon thu origil;ll)I. 
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The date and duration "ill be eettkd by the German and Cz.~h Govenimente togethrr. 

6. The German Oovcl'lllllenl proposes tl1ol on authoritative Germon·CU'<'h oommi•sion •hould be eel up to sett le all further details. 

Oodc1ber9, Septr111bcT 23, 19$8 . 

• \ PP!"SDIX. 

Tho evaeuated Sudeten Gcm1an are• is to be handed over without destroying or rendering unusoble in any wny military, commercial or traffic establishments (plants). Theec include the ground organiaation ol the air servictt and all wireleu stationa. All commN·rial ond traffio materials, eapooially the rolling·stook of tho railway system, in tJ10 dcsignnted arou, are to be banded over undamaged. The &ame 3pplies to all utility servi<'<'S (gu·work•. po"·cr Hlationa, &c . . 
Finally, no food·sluffs, ~oods. cattle, raw materials, &c., •re to be removed. 

t>o. 7. 
Letter liondtd by rl1e C.ocl101lo•ok Mini1tcr to tlie Secretory of State for l"orcign llQoir1 on September$, 1938. 

Sir. Scptcml1cr 25, 1988. l lv Government h•• instructed mo just now, in viow ol the fact that the French stateamen are not arriving in London to.day, to bring to Bil Majeaty•a Government's notice the following message witl1out any delay : 

The CU'<'hoo!ovak people h••'e ahown a unique discipline and eell·reslraint in the 1 .. 1 few weeb l't'gardlc's of the unbelievably cenrsa and vulABr cnmpnigu or the controlled Oennon press and rndio against Ctecho•!ovakia and iii leadera. especially M. Benes. His ~rajc<t~·a and the French Go•·ernmtnts are very well aware that we agreed under tl1e most &everc presauro to the BO·callcd Anglo· French plan ror ceding parts of Czech06!ovakia. We accepted thi1 plan under utreme dnre£S. We had not even time to make an~· reprcl!l'nfation1 obout its many nn\\orkable fcatur.a. Ne•·erthelesa. we accepted it because we understood that it was the end of the demands to he made upon us. and because it followed !rum the Anglo­Frencb pre1J<ure that these f't\o PoMrs would accept responsibility 
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for our reduced frontiers and would guarantee us their support in the 
event of ou r being feloniously attacked. 

'fhe vulgar German campaign continued . 
Whil~ Mr. Chamberlain was at Godeslxlrg the following message 

was received by my Governmen t from Ilia Majesty' s aud the French 
representatives s t Prague :-

"We hove agreed with lbe French Government lhnl lbe 
Czecl1oslovok Ooverrunent be informed thol the French and 
British Go,·eroments cannot continue to take the responsibili ty 
of advising them uot to mobilise." 

My new Government, headed by General S.1·rovy, declared Lhat 
they accept full responaibility for tboir predecessors decision lo 
•cccpt tbe stern terms of tbe so-called Anglo·Frencb plan. 

Yesterday, alter the returo of Mr . Chamberlain from Godesberg, 
a new proposition was bonded by E is Majesty's Minjster in Prague 
to my Government with the additional inlormnlion lbat Ilis Majesty 's 
Government is acting solely as an intermediary and is neither 
advising nor pressiag my Govcrnn1ont in any ;\' Qy . M. Krofta, in 
receiving tho plan from tho hands of His Majesty's Minister in 
Prague, assured him thnt the Czechoslovak Goveniment will study 
it in the same spirit in which they ha ve co-operated with Great 
Britain and France hitberlo. 

lfy Govemment hss now studied the document and the map. 
Tt is a de /o.cto ultimatum of the sor t usually presented to a 
vanquished nation and not a proposition to a sovereign State wh ich 
has shown l.he greatest possible readiness to make sacrifices for the 
sppeasem11nt of Europe. Not the smallest trace of such readiness 
for sacrifices has as yet bean mnnifested by Herr JJitler's Govern· 
mont. )Jy Government is amazed at tho contents of the memo· 
random. The proposals go for beyond what we agreed to in tbe 
so-celled Anglo·French plnn. Thoy deprive us of every safeguard 
for ou r national existence. We are to yield up large proportions 
of our carefu lly prepared defences, and admit tho Germa~t •i;mies 
deep into our country before we have been able to organise 1t on 
the now basis or make any preparations for its defence. Otu national 
and economic independence wou Id a11tomatically disappesr with the 
acceptance of He1T Hitler's plan . The whole process of moving the 
population is to be reduced to panic fl ight on the part of lbose wbo 
will not accept the German Nazi regime. ~'hey have to leave their 
homes without even the right to take their personal belongings or, 
even in the case of peasants, their eow. 

My Government wish mo to doolar• in all solemnity that Herr 
Uitlcr's demands in their present form are absolutely and uncon· 
ditionally unacceptable to my Government. Against these new and 
cruel demands my Government feel bound to make their utmost 
resistance and we shall do so, God helping. The nation o( 
St. Wen~las, John Hos and Thomas Masaryk will not be a nation 
of slaves. 
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W• l'flv u110n tllf two great Wfltern demotracic1, whOM" "i•h .. 
we have lollo•t'<I much against our own judgment, to atand by ua in 
our hour ol trial. 

T hnvo, &c. 
Ji\N MAS1l lWK. 

No. 8. 

Lctitr from tlte C1tclio1lot•ok 1\fi~1l1ter in London to the Sccrctar,•f 
of Stai. for Foreign llffairt. 

Sir, Lond<>n. Septombu ~6. l!ISS. 
I 114\'B oonununieat..S i.o my Go,•ernment the Prime Min.i•h'r'1 

question "hich he 1rnt to me yesterday afternoon and for wl11d1 h• 
wish<,\cl an answer. 'J'his question o( tho Priino ~linistcr'1, BS I 
understood it. I transmitted to Prague as follows :-

.. Although Herr llitler did uy that the memorandum hand"! 
to 1he c-boolovalt GovernmCJ1t by ilia Ma,;e.ty'• Govcrnn"'"' 
wa1 his 1&8t word, and although Mr. Chamberlain doubts n') 
much that he oould induce llcrr ITitlor to change bis min<I al 
this late boor, lhe Prilne Minieler tnay. undor eircumsta1H•rt1. 
rnako a lasL effort to persuade Ucrr Riller to consider anolhrr 
mrthod ol setllilljl peacefully the Sudeten German qu ... 1ion. 
namely, by means of an inlcmauonal oonlerence atl.<>ndl<l lo) 
Gennany. Cze.hoslonki• and other Powers "hioh won Id oon•idtr 
tho Anglo-French 1ilan and lho best metbod ol bringing ii inlo 
01ioration. Ho Mked wbcther tho CzecbOfllovak GoverurnNll 
"ould be prepared to take part in tbis ne"' effort of saving th,, 
pea<~:· 

To 1his question I ha»e now ..-ived the following &llll"H of my Government:-
.. Tbe Czecb06lovak Government would bo ready to take parl 

in an inte.nu1tional conference where Germany and CzechOt1iovaki1. 
among other nation&. would be represent..S, to find a dillcr.nl 
method ol aellling the Sudetcn German qu'5tion from tl.ar 
npounded in Uerr lliUer'a proJl<l88ls, keeping in mind tho 
f!O"'lible reverting to the l!O·called Anglo-French plan. Jn lho 
1101c which Mr. Masaryk delivered to Mr. Obamborlain yeslOrd•y 
afternoon,(' ) rner11ion was mado ol lhe fact that the Czecl1otlova~ 
Oovenunent. having accepted the Anglo.French not<> under ll• 
moot aevere prM11ore and utreme do"'""• had no time to m•k•' 
any representationa about ill many unworkable features. Tht 
Caethoalovak Government preaumea that, ii a oonference ~·crt 
to take place, this !Act would not be overlooked by th06o tAking porl in it." 

(') No. 7. 
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s My Government. alter the e:rperienres ol the lul le,.. weeks. 
•oold oonaider il more than lully justifiable to ask lor definite end 
bindinR. QUarentoes to the effect tl1at no unexJ~ted action of an 
aggressive nature would take place during the negotiations, and 
that th~ Ciechoolovnk delence svstem would remain intacl during 
that (l(lriod. • 

l have, &e. 
JAN MASA RYK. 

No. 9. 

J,.,ttc:r J1on1 tl1l' PritH"' Jfi11l,ittr to tltC' Rt·1rl1•rl1anrrllor. 

~I~· dear Reichskanzler, London, September 26, 1938. 
Is my rapaeit~· as intermediary I ha•·e trensmilted to the Czecho· 

1lovakian Oovemmenl the memorendnm .. ·hich your Excelleooy S""C 
me on the occ..iion of our lasl oonven;ation. 

The Czechoslovakian Government now inform me that. while tbev 
adhere to their acceptance ol the propoials lor the transler ol the 
Sudcten·German areas on the lines diScuMed by my Oovemroent 
and the French Government and explained by me to JOU on Thu!1!day 
last, they regard a& wholly onacceptablc tho propoeal in your memo· 
randum lor the immediate evacuntion of the areaa and their 
inunrdiato occupation by German troops, these proceues to take 
plnrf berore tho terms of cession have been nesotintcd or even 
diRC'll8ACd. 

Yon r r-:xcellency will remember tbat in my letter to you or F riday 
last I said that nn nllempt to occupy forthwith by German troops 
1rcaa which will beoome part of the Reich at once in principle and 
"ery shortly afterwards by formal delimitat ion, would be condemned 
as an unne(!caaary display ol force, and that, in my opinion, if 
German troops moved into the areas that you had propoeed. I felt 
lUl't' that the Cz~oglovakian Go,·emment \\Ould retilt and that this 
.. ould mean the destruction of the basi1 upon which you and I • 
w,ek a..,a aj!reed to work tosetber, namely, an orderly settlement of 
thia que tion rather than a settlement by the use of force. I referred 
also to the effect likely to be produced upon public opinion in my 
(()!,miry. in France and, indeed, in the world generally. 

The dcvdopment o( opinion since my return confirms me in the 
views f expretIBed to you in my letter and in our subsequent 
conversation. 

'In communicating with me about your proposals , tl10 Government 
or Ctcchoslovakia point out lhat 01ey go far bcyoml whnt was agreed 
to in tho llO·Mlled Anglo-French plan . Czcchoelovakio would be 
depri .. ed or every u !eguard lor her nationnl existence . She woultl 
ha"~ to yield up lorge proportions ol her cnrerully prepared dcfonce8 
and odmil the German armies deep into her country before it h•d 
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been organised on the new .basis or any prcp~rnt.ions hod been made for its dcf•nce. Her nahoonl and economic independence would automatically diaappear with the acceptance of the German pl&o. The whole process of moving the population is to be reduced to panic fii l(ht. 

I learn that the German Amb3ssador in Paris has i111med a co1nmuniquc which begins by &lnling that RS a result of our conversations al Godesbcrg your Execllcncy and I am in complet~ agr.-ement as to the im1wratiw necessity to nuintain the [K'&ce or Europe. Jn this spirit 1 addrt'sa my 11rcsenl communication to ~·ou. In tho first place, I would remind your Excellency that as the ()iechoelovakian Ooven1111 .. nt adhere to their acceptance of the proposals for the transfi>r of the Sudcten·German areas there can be no question or Oerma11y " find ing it i111possible lo have the clear rights of Oermam in Cu-cl~lovakia a«~pted by way of negotiation." I am quoting the words at the end of ~ou r Excellency's letter to 1110 of h idny last.(') 
On tho contrary, a settlement b~· nel'Oliation remains possible and. with a clear reoollection of the t•On\'Cmtions "hich mu and J hR\·e had and with an equally CIOOr Rflpre<:ialion of lho consequences which mu~t follow the abftodonment of negotiation and the substitution of fo~c. Task ~·our Excellency to agree that represcntativ~s of Germany shall meet representatives of tho Czechoslovakian Oovernlllcnt lo discuss immediately the situation bv which " • are confronted ";111 a view to settling "hy al(reement th"e way in which tho territory iq to be hanrlod ov r. T am convinced that thrsc diSCu8$iOns cnn bl' completed in a ,·cry short time. and if you and the C•C<lhoslovakian Governm; nl desire ii, I am willing to orrango for the representation of ihe British Government l\t the diseussionu. 

tn our convcn!ation. as in the onicial communique is.m>d in Germany, you said that the only differences between us la~· in th~ mrthod or carrying out an agreed principle. lf this is so, then surely tho tragic consequences of n conflict ought not to be iucurred o•·er a difference in mothod . 
• ~ conference auc11 as 1 suggest would give conAdonco thoL the cession or territory would be carried into effect, but that it would be done in an orderly manner ,.;lb suitable safeguards. 
Convinced that your passionate wish lo see the Sudcten-Gormnn question promptly and eatisfnctorily settled can be !ulfilled without incurring the human mieery and suffering thal would inevitablv follow on a conflicl I most earnestly urg~ you to accept m.Y propoEni. 

I am. 
Youn faithfull1•, 

NEVILLE CllA)lJlERT,,\ Hi. 

t') No.<l . 
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No. 10. 
Letter from the Reichachaneellor to the Prime Minister. 

(Translation.) 
Dear Mr. C~amberlain. lJcrlitt, Septcmbet 27. tv98. 

I 1uv& Jn the coarse of the con\•flrsn.tions once more in£orn1ed 
Sir Horace Wilson , who bronght me your letter of the 26lb September, 
of my final attitude. I shoold like, however. to make the following 
written reply lo certain details in your letter:-

'fbe Go.vernrnent in Prague feels ju•tified in maintaining that the 
proJ>osals m my memorandum of Lho 23rd September went for 
b"yond tho concession which iL made to the British and l"renol1 
Government• and tlJat tbe aeceplanoo of the memorandum would rob 
Cr.echoolo\'akia o[ every guarantee for its national existenco. This 
5tatement is based on the argument that Czechoslovakia is to give UJ> 
a great part of her prepared defensive system before she can tako 
steps elsewhere for her military protectfon. '!'hereby the political 
and economic independence of the country is aulomaticnlly abolished . 
Moreover, the e1change of population propo6<ld by me would turn 
out in practice to be a panic.stricken flight. 

I must openly declare that I cannot bring myself to understand 
these arguments or even admit that they can be regarded as 
seriously put forward. 'fho Government in Prague silllply passes 
o"er the fact that the actual arrangement for tilr final 6'lttlen1ent ol 
the Sudetfln German problom, in accordance with my proposals, wiU 
be made dependent not on a uni lateral German pr!ition(') or on 
Gennan measures of force, but rather, on the one band, on a free 
vote under no outside influence, a.nd, on the other hand, LO a ver,\r 
1<ide degree on Gorman ·Cr.eeh agreement on matters of detail to be 
reached subsequently. Not only the exact defi nition of the ten-itorics 
in which the plebiscite is to take pince, but the execution of the 
plebiscite and lbe delimitation of t ha frontier to be made on tbe basi• 
of its result, are in aecordsnce with my proposnla lo be meL indepen· 
dently of a.ny unilateral decision by Germany. Moreover, all other 
details are t-0 be resen•ed for agreeo1ent on the part of a German· 
Cz<l<lh commission. 

In the light of this interpretation o[ my proposals and in the 
light ol the cession of the Sudeton population areas, in !set agreed 
to by Czechoolovakia, the immediate occupation by German contin­
gents demanded by me represents no more than a security measure 
which is intended t-0 guarantee a <1uick and smooth achievement of 
the final settlement. This .. cnrity measure is indispensable. If the 
German Government renounced it and left tbe whole further treet. 
ment of the problem simply to normal negotinlioas witb CzechO·· 
•lovakia, the present unbearable circumslMce• in tbe Sudeten Germon 
territories which I described in my speech yesterday would conlinuc 
to exist for a period, lhe JengUJ or which cannot be foreseen. The 
C;,eehoslovak Go,·ernment would be oompletoly in n position to drag 
out the negotiations on any point Lhey Jjked, and thus to del•y the 

(t) ? decision. 
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final settlement. You will unclcrstnnd ertcr ovorything thel hM 
pasaed lhnL I cennot placo snch confidence in the assurances rooeivcd 
rrorn the Prsg11e Governm~nt. The British Government also would 
surely not be in a poeition to dispose of this danger by any use ol 
diplomatic pressure. 

That Czecltoslovakia ahould lose a fl'rl ol her fortificalions it 
naturally an unavoidable consequene4' ol the 0068ion ol the Sudcten 
German territory sgrood to by the p,.ague Govern ment itsell. It one 
were to "'ait !or the ont1·y into force of tho final settlement in which 
Ctechosloval<la had complNcd now lortiRcetions in the lorrit-Ory which 
romnined to her. it would doubtless last months nnd yenn!. But 
tbis is the only object ol all the Cteeb objections. Above all. it is 
<'Ompletely incorrect to maintain that Ctech06lovakia in this manner 
would be crippled in her national existence or in her political and 
economie independrnoo. It is clear from my memorandum that the 
GPnnan oocupaf.on '"ould only ext<!nd to the gh-en line, and that 
the final delimiwtioo ol the frontier would l<lke place in accordanNI 
with the procedure which r have alre6dy described. The Prngue 
Government has no rigbt lo doubt that tho German mi litary mcnsurca 
would stop witbin tbese limils. If, nevorlhcle&s, iL desires such a 
doubt to be taken into account the British and, ii necessary, also 
the French Government can guarantee the quick fulfilment ol my 
1>ropoeal. I can. moreover. only refer to my epeeeh yesterday in 
which l clearly d~lared that T regret the idea ol any attack on 
Ctoohoslovak territory, and that under tho condition which l laid 
down I am e»en ready to give a formal RU&rantee !or the remainder 
ol Ciechoslovakia. There osn, therefore. be not the slightest question 
whnteoever o! a check lo tho independeuce ol Czechoslovakia. Tl 
is equally erroneous lo lnlk ol an ecooomio rift. It is, on tho 
oontrory, a well·known !Rel thaL Czeclioslovnkia a(ler the ceasion ol 
tho Sudeteo German territory would constitute a healthier and 
lllore unified eoonomie organism than before. 

II the Go,·ernment in Prague finally evincee anriety also in regard 
to thr ttale ol the Czech population in the territories to be occupied, 
I e<>n only regnnl this with surprise. It can be sure that, on the 
Gorman side, nothing whnt cvcr will occur which will preserve lor tbOB-O 
Ctl'<'hB a similar folc to thnt which bas ~!nllen tho Sudol-On Germone 
con8()<1uent on the Czech mcoeureB. 

In theee circnmstoncee, I must aseume lbnt the Government in 
Prague is only usintc a proposal lor the occupation by German troops 
in order, by dh;lortin(! the me<1ning and object ol my proJ1068I, lo 
mobili&e those forces in other countrieo, in fl'r1irular in Eng18nd 
and Franoo, from which they hope to receive unr-rved support for 
their aim and thus to achie»e the po88ibility ol a general warlike 
<'Onflow•tion. I muat leave it to your judRmonl whether, in view ol 
thC$0 locts, you consider U1nt yon shou ld continue your effort, lor 
which T abonld like lo lake this opportuni~y ol once more sincerely 
tbanking you, to spoil 1uch manceuvre.e and bring the Government in 
Prague to rc•e<m al the •ery last hour. 

(SignedJ ADOLF HITLER. 

W1. - ,.,. 9/3' F.0.1'. 17961 Gp. J<" 
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A VERY MERRY CH ~ I STMAS AND HAPPY NE' YEAR TO YOU AND YOURS · 
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Def<r Franl<l i n , 

Carr1net~n Houde 

Hertfo1'd Street 

London, W. 

R ts1 ~ •• , 

V ' ittcz oltan , 
l{o $, 

December 27th, 193d 

We have recently hEtd f•.n intere<1tln~ Bye-Ele ctlon . In \7e13t 

Perth11hire , t he Ducheatl of Atholl , announcing herself as opposed to 

the foreign poli cy of the Government , resigned her seat in the House 

of Commontl i n order to rtcht. ae;ain on the.t -- the sole -- 1t1Jue . 

The Duchess had many thines in her favour . 

tied of family , peraonE<l adsoc1ations , and of clun . 

There were t he 

17est Perthshire 

w1· a the homeland of the Duke and herself , f<nd ahe ht<d re9reaented 1 t 

in Parliament for 15 yef rs . Her opponent , llcNalr Sna.d.ten , 1·:a<1 very 

little known in the constituency outside h i s ovm ditltrict . 

Everyth1n!;: w< ~ rio-ht for the ouchedll - - except her !Jlf• tform . 

She denounced Chamberlain ' s forelrn policy ; Snaduen IVholeheartGdly 

i1upported.it . Her old friends C<nJ sup!)orterd deserted her in lf l'I e 

numbers , and put Snadden 1n as l' . P . in her stead . 

Card for Clu mberla.1n ! 

A cheery X'!l~· 11 

I to l d you i n my la<1t letter thl•t I had arr·anred to dlacu.>d 

the "Guy Gaunt" ma.tier wi th someone at the Admiralty . I did so Ju>1t 

before Xmat1 . I went to the Admiralty :,.nd had a Ulllc with Sir 1;rchi bl<ld 

Cart.or , the Permanent Secretary . I told h i m i n str·l ct confidence 

what had ptltlJed between you und me on the subject . He sald he thor-

-ou~hly appreciated the pos i tion . In the Admiralty , he a1·1d , they hud 



,., 
11v I tte1 shanr, 

Keat>. 

ru - Gt•unt ' " news:i· :>er ··rticle 1 tibout t~ ;e1 r aro in th!' 11 5tmuey 

Ex:>rttad " , but t'1e:' hn,\ he1tl'l not'1l'\~ i....1 reo,rua the publication 

by him of a book . Carter st< id thh t he woul 1 be very e;lad to 

h.!IVP. riulAt <:>n11Ui f rie.i ma.de wi th a vievr to dlscove2•in1., , if poaalble , 

whether such a book w:i 11 in proce&& of. publ1ce ti on , If he did find 

th1:1 t o be ao, he would ma•<e diecreet f'.'.'lproacne..1 t o the Publit1hers 

in the s ense t hat the Admiralty hoped thut the book 1·1oul1l contt:.1n 

nothing of an i nd i screet 01• 11en11i. t ionnl nc. ture . In thia vn y he 

t hourht that !>Ot!aibly he ml rht be able to get u look at the ~nu-

- :1cri:>t . He would do a ll h e c ould, he r.1a i d , to endNwour ~o E.:1cer-

- t a 1n the f11c ts of the podition, cmd 1·10ulti get i nto touch with ne 

e•eai n in due cour.ie . 

He then went on to t.cll roe that C~•unt hl•l beon cre1<t.1ng 

troubl e l n Tanrier -- where he hu.i boen ret!i• 1'1 for l!O~e llttle 

time pa&t -- by ma1t1ng 8.t;ul nat the Bri tillh Cont1ul- General ft> lo:1e 

a.ccusntion11 of pro- Fal!cl;;t "'ympathl ea anrl. actiont1 . 

th.at ,on the duy that Carter told me th1a , therc we.11 

It 110 ht.:>pened 

reply in t'1e 

House of Cor.i·~ons by the Under Secretary fo1• Forelcn Aff« i r:1 to 

£> que:1tion on the subj ec t which hai been put by fl :.!e11ber c< lled 

(!'14,. r <T>../, 



R ha i' m , 

Witt rBhr tt , 

"' ~. 

The r1,;.1ly HJ not 1?1Q111.lon G unt by n. -:ic , but only rufr.i·r• l to 

him kil 1• "cert.~ in BrltLih l"eu11Pnt in T1•n1 lRt' 11
• I enclose i. 

cuttln fro!l "The TlM'lo" f:lV\O.S th<' ?ot·el n Office r• :>1y to 

!!£.~ton ' .J ~tlfl'.:tt1on . '!'he rr ;ily y !)er\v ... 1 1nwere.:J~ y1\1 1 .:J 

ahow1n.,. Gf•unt ' a lateut activ1t1nu : Ho apper rs to v< t. ono "beeo 

in h1J bonn,.t" aft11r enother! .'\ful et ch one bu:r.zoJ ciorlJ furioi111-

- ly thun lta pr,. eceaJor: 

I 11 .. 0 encloJc. nother cuttin frorn "Th<• '!1 ,etJ" 

which 911 ll prooobly tnt,.reat you -- 1t i•olt ted to 1 n l rnriort1 nt 

bequet1t of Ei ~·,t •en th Cent1rr.)' Jh1!> ci~ela , no.utter l boot{d, plnua 

lind pictures :nl'de to the Soul: !Cendi to'1 Science '.'.'.uaeum b;; tha 

l ate ~ . c. Ihlee of Pttaton H11ll , Peterborouch . ,. c1n•1ouo na:iH, 

IhlPe ! 

frien1t1 in Kent . It lU1 ~ bel'n 11 •OW1n;_ for fl ve du Y<i : 

'71tll ·~1 ny ro0<l 1vlJl1c J f'ro i 1111 bo h ; who 

can a1y whnt thll yekr 19}9 will brln fort ? 

The Prrs1dent 
The \'/hHe HOUtlll 
111• 3hlnt tnn, D. C. 

Yott""tJ t,, evrr, 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTO N . 0 . c .. ... ,, .... ___ ..5STANDARD TIME 

WN42 BC LO NDON PO CBW980 21 5 1820 

NLT lHE PRESI DENT 

WHIT E HOUSE WASHING TONDC 

ONE OF HISTORYS MOST STRIKING AND MOMENTOUS PRONOUNCEMEN TS OUR GREETINGS 

AND BEST WISHES 

~ ARTH'.IR', MURRAY 

T..i-hone Natl al 2600 To M!CW'e prompl acUon on lnqulrle-. tbl• ortrtnal RADJOORAM •hould be pruenlf!d at tht omce of 
...,.. : Oft · R.C..A.. COM.M U!fo:ICAT10N8. J.nc. Jn telephone1nq1,1 lrtM quoit lht num~r pretedlnl' tbe plat.• of orl,.Sn 
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ACCURATE SHIP 

MODELS 

BEQUEST TO SCIENCE 
MUSEUM 

THE TRLEE COLLECTION 
An imp0rtan1 bequest ol ihip model" 

toscther with ceruin. nautical book.I. plans. and pictures. hlS becn mado 10 the 
Science Museum by the lalc: Mr. F. C. I lhltt. or Pasion Hall, Pco<rborouJ)I. The beque~l include• 30 model( or 1hif>' or 
I.he pcriodT700 and 18SO, and will be moSl ulWlblc 1n fillina PP' In the collection at Sou1h K cnslnj:lon. 
Mr. Jhlco forn\Cd his coltitetioo owr • ~riod or mJny )<an. •nd or.en hit Spr«"inlc:ns :i.rc ori11nal docl yard ntod<'1•. ' which Vire.re u a. rule nude before the bu1kl1na of a .Jup and Jubmiucd 10 1he Navy J:to.ird. He personally supervised lho rcs1oralion of several of them., and the "ork thu.s done a.hows craftsmanship o( Q. very hlah. standard. Some e i&ht )'UN "$<> Mr. lhl« decided to bcquath the wbol<o of hlS collection to the Scicocc Mut;cum. 
Tbe mu1a&m su.tf k oow cnpttd on idcntifrint. •-' C'.ncdY •s pMWb\e the ships •hich ccnain of the modtl• ~l'fetitnt . A )('let.Lion from the MQuat bas. howc"er, 1lretidy bttn piaced on a.lubition, and this includes a parucutarly fine conctmporary mndtl, on the 1Cale ot I: 71, of 1 40-,un 'h'~ built durin1 the tarly Plft of 1hc: re1sn of Qv«n Anne:. le shows the orotwe ca.n1na ind aildlna •h.:h ••1 a feature of mosc 8riU$h Jhips until 170J, when c.he Adminhr -.urd an onkr rnulctin, ca""a aod iL.--------------:;;:. _____________ ....J 

ckC!OratJOn. It has boc'o tu&lcstrd, becau..e o( 1ho .:opidJ 11 Lht sltrn 1uMr 11upl)Ordn1 !ho fl,pchr.uJ. tbll cbe Jblp f'CPR'!l('Mlc."J m:lY ha\C bttn lbc •• Lo~ ... 
FIR ST RATERS 

Anolbn' modtl on •Jew b \bl.1 of a 60-ru• th1p of aboul 1119. al .,h\.h lune, 1tthuu1h nux-h of 1he illlOrt clabonuc c.·11r¥ln1 111d 1111artlw'c:Ad •Ofl had d1.1apJ)C'aml. tbc painceJ fut«•Of\. on 11\c" 'l.idc'• anJ QCT'ft\ of m.•al ~JiKb .... •l lU M>~•ha1 orniatc:. A doc. ... y11d nk>t.lel uf tt fil')c r11c <1( the e.-rl)' p.rt or 1bc cW.tttnt• C'(ftll.lry. w.hi..:h hit b«n 1~ _.i1h t:tn' M'leurM")', i~ t"J!«'tallr lntcrc9tln1 in btlna n\adc fn O••O ponion•, the ~r of '*hi..:h c1n be Uftcd oa ~ 1hJlc tho .ntcnor COl'l'\U'ucttOnal fc•IW't'J c.-.n be: 
*;·Courth nwxkl U oC a llrs1°n•lc Unt-of·billk •blp or tll9, rC"PUUd to be 11..M.S Outtn. or 110 11\&0... nus .. , Pf'U11ariJy intcadcd 10 Wlu.ttral• the dui_n1. and ••- ~rlucd ind rdlOred by: Mr . Udce prqoa•Jly. Thil tm1ll ..,. .. (I; 1201 (I( oho -*I, wbl<h It °""' 1bouc Jn. ton.a • all\ m.de ¥try lino mfl•· mtnlblp ~I")' Jr ucc.aib •tre co bro rcpro. d- .....,.,.iy. Ettrt _ ..... h f>I CO«la11 .... - ... 1-ycleNncdropc ll*'hiM, and 111 but dte. w-tr>1 unaOett block• are fhctd wil.h rnccal thft¥n. £,cry Jptk"c ,... biNft lltO'Plflr ••-\.ed. dd the on1u or ~we riafei• llal been mosl ClrC'(ully -nod. 

A cootcm porary model or a 6().&om ahlp of about 1719. lt Is In the collccdoa ofahlp-modcls bequcaohed to the Science M useum b)'th• l•te Mr. P. C. l hlcc. 
Amona I.be modds in ohe colle<tloo •hidi are not yrt on '~ are t•o ro,.-.J yacb1.1, ••o sJoopt, l•O 64-aun 1..hiP1. • 74-1un sh.ip, ind a friplt'• aJI oC the t lsbtccnd' CdlUt)', and lWO friptn or the cuty lllnttcic.ath ttnuary. 
FIVE YEARS OF RESTORATION 
Mr. lhi<c bo~t maoy or his >hip modctt in comprbdon 1111dt Amrria.a colk!cton, and he hfmsctr dc-1ianed 1nd built 1hc. complt 1e plant or cool1 whw.h tn1de the .crurac:y ol hi;j rc:MOf'l.!lOnt J)OU4b*t. 
By a coincidence, a funbcf t'Alln1pte of hi' CAro In thb rt-1pcc1 h..tJ 11~.:~ t rcachrd the m~um 5n the Wpc or a or a t0-l'Jft ship ot about 1119. l"hb -.~ aoq'91rtd by 1he MuKUm authol'tlkl .omr rtirs •JO. i nd .,.._, 1Mn 1n 1IMOM con1plctc wro.:.k. t..1 r. lhltoe volunteered to rQlort: le. •Ml for five fetU'I l t'pt 1,..0 •ort..rntft, •hoM -,;oil WllJ finl•hed .:!t just bcfol'e hi• death, t.mpk>ycd 01'1. 1.bJJ l a.lof\c. 
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I~ 18• 1938. 



Toa will la&Ye .... Sf6 &1r prop•. I• 
will ..... 1lp '° 9boat •ls •••"" "'WT pl .... llDd tlan• tbouaad laYJ plaw. 1 • 8].&4 JcM 
tblu ,.om ~ .. le J)N81'9••lae well. hep 11p 
th• good work. 

Tbaat FCM enr 80 ~ tor ~ 11p 
OD Olumt'e book. 
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Dear Franklin, 

c~rringlon jlouse 

jlerlford S lreel VJ. I. 
(\a'j . 0 495. 

February 10th , 1939 

I n a note I had from the Prime Minister some days 

ago -- in response to one of mine -- he eaye: "while it 

looks as if immediat e danger has been averted I am sure t hat 

t he reports of the President ' s communication to the Senate 

Committee will have a ver y powerful effect in Europe", 

In the matter of Guy Gaunt ' e literary efforts : I 

have word to-day from Sir Archi bald Carter (of the Admiralty) 

of a , temporarily at any r ate , satisfying character! He 

says:- "According to the information we have been able to 

obtain, there is no likelihood of the book in question bei ng 

published at the present time, If the possibility does 

arise, we hope to hear of it in advance". So far , so good ; 

and it le to be hoped that Gaunt will be fully employed 

making a nuisance of himself in Tangier for a very long 

time to oome! 

Yest erday Faith and I had lunching with us 

Willie Tyrrell and George Trevelyan , two most i nteresting 
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per sonalities -- the rormer one of the ablest and wisest 

diplomats or our time; the latte r one or the greatest 

or British hiator1ana . Tyrrell is leas anxi ous about 

the i mmediate situation than when l ast I saw him, Reports 

that r each him tend to i ndi cate that Hitler is not qui te 

"the law unto himself" that he was s1x months ago , and 

that thi s , coupled with Jealousi es and bicker1ngs i n the 

Nazi party and the i ncreasingly diffi cult economic e1tua­

- t1on in the Rei ch, are !actors agai nst a cri sis culmin-

-at1ng i n war-li ke action , Greatest !actors of all , no 

doubt , are the growing -- and it !! now or large growth 

Brit i sh r earmament; Franco-British (I mean, or course, 

French- British!) solidari ty ; and , last but n.ot least, rear 

or the United States . All this does not mean that t here 

does not lie before the Western democracies a testing- t i me, 

and a str enuou1 diplomatic ordeal lhorter or longer in 

coming to its issue , Nor can there ever be ruled out the 

possibil ity that Hi tler - - the man in whose head , as 

" Neville Chamberlain said to me, i deas swel l and swell to 

" bursti ng point -- mi ght attempt to stake everything on a 

new adventure , and we must ardently hope that coming events 
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1n Spa1n ofter no such "cr1sie" opoortunity ot any vital 

moment. 

Mention of Spain rem1nds me that I was lunching ten 

day s ago 1n Ed1nbur gh w1th my friend General 81r Walter 

Scott of Abbotsford, the descendant ot the great Scott1sh 

novel1st -- and also, on the d1st aff s1de, a descendant 

of the Murray s of Falah1ll! Wal ter Scott 1s an exception-

-ally nice fellow -- ot ~reat charm, frank, open and most 
likeable . He and General Franco have been fr1ends for a 

a number of years , and he has been to Spain several t 1mes 

dur1ng the c1v1l war on v1s1ts (or a personal and fr1endly 

character) t o Franco , He tells me that Franco 1s a man 

of character and 1ntegr1ty who keeps his word , Franco, 

he sa1d, has told h1m t1me and aga1n , that he does not - -

1n the event or Victory - - 1ntend to pursue a pol1cy other 

than that or complete Spanish independence tree t r om Bny 

foreign control , All this for what it is worth, my onl1 

comment being that I would f1nd it difficult to conceive 

that Walter Scott would take to, and be friends w1th a man, 

if that man were not ak1n to himself 1n nature. 

Last n1ght the temperature was h1gher than 1t 
normally i s in June! What times we live in! 

as ever 1ours, If.. u J.. u"H ,..._ . 
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The 'President 
The White House 
~Ashington , D. C. 

Dear Franklin, 

AN C ALA , 

181...C Of' 9&1 L., 

May 20th, 1939 

You will remember that - - at the Prime Uinieter ' A 

request -- I saw the Air ~in1ster , Sir Kingsley Wood , on 

the subject of your "A1r ProgrammP" suggestions, and that 

he said to me that he was very grateful indeed to you 

for the snirit ot helpfulness and co- operation 1n whtch 

the sug~estions were concei ved, as well es tor the suaDes-

- tione themselves. He would have them very carefully 

examined, he said , and, thereafter, get into touch wit h 

me again, 

I now have a confidenti al letter from him 1n 

which he says how ver y greatly he values your helpful 

suggestions , and then continues:-

"I would be grateful it you would l et the 

President know that you have been in t ouch with me con­

-f idential ly , and that while the Air ?.!1n1stry naturally 
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do not wish to circumscribe in any way the materials and 

articles which they might wish to procure in war , it l s 

Probable that the chief needs would be for light alloys 

in the f orm of sheet , strip and extrusions , and for 

navigati onal and other instruments used in aircraft , It 

ls probable that there would be adequate plant and manu­

facturing capac i ty i n t h i s country to deal with any basic 

materials which were sunpl1ed from t he United States , It 

would naturally be of the greatest assistance in planning 

the provision of plant and manufacturing space in this 

country if some i nd ication could be given of the mat erials 

and articles which 1t is th~ught could be supplied from 

the States ." 

I have written Ki ngsley Wood t hat I am sending 

on his foregoing message to you , I have arranged to see 

hi m when I am i n London next week . 

Whatever the f uture may bring forth so far 

as the High ?riest of Nazi evil - mindedness is concerned 

a great change has come over the European Situation 

as compared with a few months ago, The main initiative 

baa changed bands from the D1otatorab1pa to the Democracies; 
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the procees or change having been assisted in momentoue 

measure by your historic and powerful messages , Never 

in hietory has there been atVth1ng approaching the like 

or your notable "Th1rt1 Nation Aggression" queetionaire 

to Hitler with ite instantaneous "braking" e ffect . What 

a eigh or pr ofound thankfulness and gratitude to you 

went up rrom ue all as we became apprised of the cour­

-ageous message and wat ched its beneficent r esults, 

And now -- whatever the d i plomatic tensions or t he near 

future - - confidence behind the •peace r ront" grows. AnO 

1r 1nneort the self- des cribed "greatest German that ever 

lived" see s t 1t, 1n megalomaniacal mood , to let loose 

in the panoply or war the monster "with no breath of 

divinity" that he has created, then a ssur edly he hastens 

to hie own doom. 

I have once or t wice bef ore , in letters to 

you , referred to the political situa tion in Great Britain 

a s evidenced by the reaulte or by - elections , There 

were three by- e lections last week , and their main feature 

ia the apath,y of the elect orate . In the Abbey Div1aion 

or Weatminater the t otal poll waa only 30 per cent, in 

North Southwark 4o per cent , and 1n the Aston Division 



of Birmingham 45 per cent, The first and t h ird are emin­

-ently safe Government seats , and the result in both cases 

was a foregone conclusion , In t he second the Government 

had the very narrow majority of 79 votes at the laet 

General Ele ction , and i t was not expected that t he seat 

could be held, particularly ae t he same Socialist candi ­

-date was standing again and ae hie Government opponent 

wae young and inexperienced, The Socialist candidate, in 

this case , won the eeat by a majority of 1500, but the 

Booialiet poll was over 2000 below what it was in 1935 at 

the General Election, eo the t he result le no evidence of 

a socialist revival even ln that constituency , Indeed, 

had there been leee electoral apathy, the Government might 

have held the seat, and the lesson will probably not be 

lost in two by-elections which are pending, Certainly 

the Government have no reason to be dissatisfied with the 

course of the by-elections, Of the 70 which have taken 

place since the General Election i n 1935, the Government 

have lost only 14 -- 11 to the Soolallsts and 3 to Inde­

·pendents -- wh1ob la quite a remarkable r ecord t or a 

Government now ln its fourth year or office, Indeed, ln 

the thirty years in whi ch I have been ln Parllamentary,or 
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ln close touch with political, l ife I can r emember nothing 

like it , Generally speaking , lt l s probably not untrue 

to say that a substantial section of Socialists are not 

prepared at the moment to vote against the Government 

(ln the country, I mean, not in Parliament) because t h ey 

are not at heart antagonistic either to its foreign 

policy or to the introduction of compulsory military 

training, 

When Faith and I were at Monte-Carlo at the 

end of Maroh we lunched one day on board H , M, s . Devonshire 

with her Captain, Muirhead-Gould , He was the hero of 

the exoloit at Minoroa, and by bis tact and skill prevented 

what might have d eveloped into a "fireworks " situation as 

between France and Italy, The story , a s he told lt to 

us, was an intensely interesting one, and I shall hope, one 

day, to tell l t to you . Muirhead- Gould was British Naval 
I 

Attach e in Berlin, 1934-37, and knows Hitler and all t he 
I 

reg i me well. In a letter I have received from him to- day 

he sayer "The international situation seems to be si mmer-

-1ng at the moment, though I feel t hat tension wlll l ncreaee 

again very shortly , "Madolf" does not care much f or such 

d i plomatic rebuffs as our Agreement with Turkey , and I 
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think be will do something somewhere to endeavour t o regain 

h i e lost"face", Even better , from hie point of view , if 

he could push hie partner, "Bueeo" (Madolf & Bueeo, the 

Uaddo clowns! ) into some fresh i mbroglio, But hle chenceP 

of doing t hpt Are becoming lees and less. " 

We are havil'l8 a nice Spring here, and the 

garden colours of the A?.aleas and other Spring plants 

are this year particularly gorgeous , We shall be down 

tn London for Ascot. Deenlte re- armament; and A, R, P , 

prenaratione, of an intensive nature, the nation's life 

continues in its usual strain, This is as it should be , 

The country has a Prime ~inister and Government in whom 

it trusts, and to whom it has entrusted the task of putting 

Britain on A "ready-f or-war 11 basis, And it proceeds about 
;n 

i ts business . And, i n my humble judgment , •k•l• trust is 

wel 1- founded . In particular the Defence Department s 

are represented by able and energetic men, The Ai r Ministry, 

PB I think I have said to you bef ore , is pre - eminently 

fortunst~ in bein! under the direction of Sir Kinesley Wood, 

a sta tesman who has shown outstand i ng abi lity and drive 1n 

each of the hi~h mi ni sterial offices which, at dif ferent 
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times , he has held. He and I wPr~ a number of yenrs 

together in the House of Commons . In those days we 

sat on opoos1te aides of the House . In these days 

our thouP,hts and opinions ~re united in a common cause , 

Wi th Faith ' s and rrry love , and every good 

wish, 

yo1Jrs as ever, 



---· 

Dear l"ranklin, 

AN CALA, 

IS LE OF SEIL, 

ARGYLL . 

June )rd , 1939 

lly friend, General Sir Walter Scott or Abbotetord 

(descendant or the great h1etorical novel1st) knows l"ranoo 

very well, and the situation in Spain. I asked hlll a 

abort time ago what he thought ot Serrano Buner, Franco' e 

"eo- celled" brother-in- law. I ha•e now received his reply 

to rsq quer)'. It baa occurred to ae that 1t may interest 

you to eee 1t, so I enclose a copy. I t deals generally 

w1th the situation 1n Spain, With which you are , ot course, 

•ery well acquai nted, but it euppliea another •iew- point. 

We are having a wonderful late Spring and early 

eummer here -- blue eky , blue sea, and the rugged outline 

ot the Ialands, Soarba, Jura, I sl ay and Kull , changi"8 colour 

almoet every ainute ot the day. 

us here to enjoy it all. 

We Ill.lob wiah you were with 

With our love and every good wieh, 

yours as ever, 
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Conf idential. 

Serrano Suiier is a very hard working little man 

between 40 and 50, and his wife is the sist er of ~· Franco. 

Hence he is not s trictly speaking "brother- in- law". He w&.s 

in the Model Prison at Madrid end had a hell of e t ime from 

the Reds but was r el 9uBed on exchange in 1937 (I think) and 

was made Ministe.• of the Interior l s.st year. lie is a hot 

Palange and always ap pears in a blue shirt. He and two other 

Ministers ere most unpopular in Spa i n. At t hE same t ime I would 

not say that he ever controls Franco . But he ts everywhere 

nicknamed the "Cunadisi110" (Cunado is brother-in- law in Spani sh) 

as distinct from t he "Generallslmo" (Franco) . There were 

s t rong rumou r s l ast winter that German influences were working 

t o make Sul'le r ho ad of the State instead of Ft•anco. My ini'orca­

t ton (pretty aul'e) i s that the re l s no hope of such a cha.ng" and 

I am told on very good author•1ty that Suner , after his visit t o 

Germany las t August or September , returned disgusted with Naz i 

me t hods. One observant 'lpanl ard has tol d mo that Suiier & Co. 

have placed all sorts of unsuitable "Palange" persons in t he 

posts of Military and Civil Governorships; but aga inst that 

the new head- men at Barcelona and Madr id are Monarchists ! 

-1-



Spain will not stand "Hild- men" Falani:.ists i n important 
poet8 f or long. There is the steadying i nfluence of t he 
Requetes (old Carllats) who are for Go~ , l l llb & Country . The 
"f'alanee " party l s , like Fasc ism in I t aly , t he ordinary citizen's 
reaction to Communism and Anarchy , from both of wh i ch Franco 
has saved Spain . Franco l s no self- seeker and he only thinks 
of his country . He and the Army will see that Spain is not 
run by a clique of s elf- seekers (some Falang l sta are ! ) for tho 
next f ew years. Franco ls very quiet , and says l ittle; but 
the Falange will be allowed to hang thereselves ! What I put my 
shirt on is thi s :- If there i s a European War t o- morrow or 
this year, Franco \/ill dec lare the neutrality of Spa in . Spain i s 
not go ing to be run by any forei gn lnc ,rests ann it will be 
delighted when the last Italian and German soldier leaves ! 

I said all thi s two years ago . 
Of course the remnants of t he French Popular Front , and 

a clique of ~uai d'Crsay offic ia ls in Par i s , and the Komi ntern 
and Grand Orient of France and Spa in , a re doing their best to 
break the B6re.rd- Jol'dana Agreement , and are causing intense 
111- feeling i n Spain towards France . I t is a l l so stupid and 
short s 1ghted . It looks as if they were do ing their best to 
~1ve France a third hostile frontier . It i s tho same people 
(plus the Marin group in the Chambre) who have been blocking a 
settlement between France and Italy over J l butil , the Canal and 
Tunis . 

-2-



Of course It .1ly and Germany will have preferential 

treatme nt co~ierc1ally; but consider i ng what t hey did to 

help Franco in t he Hinter of 1936- 37 (aft er Russ i a and the 

French Government had already started ) and si nce , one cannot 

complai n , especlally as so many of our people have done their 

best t o ant agonise Franco & Co . Al l that scare about 

f'i ibraltar and ra ng i er the other day was all false propaganda, 

partly Red and partly German . I hear from Tangier that we 

were lau~hed at over it all! 

May 25 t h , 1939 . 

- 3-
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ISL..C O~ 9al L.., 

.,.~~ I C• " ~7, A R GYL..L • 

JUne 21at, 19'9 

Dear l'ranlcl1n, 

One d&J during that 110at dellgbttul Tlait ot oura 

to JOU at Hyde Park ln October laat, t.he wbJect of Zngllah 

•111llt ll&rketlng Sobeaea• aroae 1n oonTeraation between Jour-

•elt and me. •ne lllllt ll&rket1ng Board• ha• recenti., 

held 1ta Annual General Meeting, and the Cb&irllan gaye an 

account of the progreaa made to date bJ t.he Board. I 

thought, perh&pa, lt might intereat 7ou to h&Te a co1>7 ot 

hi• apeeob ao that JOU can glance at 1t, ahould the aplrlt 

llOTe JOU to do ao ! Accordlngl.J, I ••n4 JOU a cop7 herewlt.h. 

The a1tuation 1n fientain arouse• a8110r1e• of the 

d&J• of the Boxer caapalgn of -.00 when I was quartered there 

tor a tiae atter the relief ot the Pekin Legation•. The 

paaaage ot '9 J•&r• has seen no Mange in the J'apaneae char· 

acter -- truculence, twpudence, trloke17 1 awollen-head.edneaa 

and bl'utal1tJ, •till reiaain 1t• principal •1 .. enta. And 

•hat better deacr1ption could be applied to the character 
I 

ot the regiae that ca•t• 1t• hldeou• ah&dow aoro•• the path 

ot D.lropean PHcet 
I • ~ 

That regime, •1th it.a A.xi• Taaaal, 
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1• now waging a war of po•1t1onal aanoeuYr1ng •1th all the 
re9CIUJ'o•• at. it• d1•PO•al. A• 7ou know, troa th• 94Yent 
ot Bitler to power I ne•er b94 ~ 1llu•1on• on the .ubJeot 

of th• Jc1n4 ot gang•t•r• t.b&t he and hi• aa•oo1ate• were. 
B1•to17 •111 nlat• how moo•••1•• Go••:ma•nta in th1• 
oount.17 retuaed to •tao• tact•" 1n t.111• connection. But, 
bowner that. ~ be, t.h1• GoTerment. 1a now •tao1ng tact••, 
and the tact., a• it •••ma to a•, wbloh •tanda out in bold 
relief 1• t.b&t the totalitarian partner• h&T• not abated 
bJ' one Jot their det.eralnat.1on to att .. pt. to ooouPJ all. 

atrateg1o.ii, Yaluabl• poa1t1on• that. can at1ll be talcen 
Without proTOlc1ng a aaJor war. The aia• of R1tler-lluall011n1 
pol107 r ... ln the •&a• -- an aggi-eaa1Te and brutal 1.aper-
-1al1 ... .Alld 1lbo can •&J what. IU4 8 bolt troa the biue• ~ 
n•nat.e troa th• d1aol'dered a1D4 of a aan 11T1Dg, u doea 
Bitler, in a ••lf-1aag1ned world who•• 1maen•1t7 atre;'t.ob•• 
1-...urabl.J turt.her than the aental ur1son of the noraal 
1J141T1dual T 

••lt-at.7led epithet. will 1'1•• up 1n the page• of hl•t.017 t.o 
haunt. bi• M•17! -- 1•, • tho•• who know h1a ••ll •&J, 
ooll9Uaed bJ' an oTerpower1ng hat.red of hl• •n••1••· th• •be­

-tr&J•r• •, Great Br1t.a1n, l'ranoe and hland; and 'bJ th1a 
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sentiment his political Judgment ls al.moat exclua1vei, 

doalnated. It la to be hoped that aome day we shall know 

exactly what fell from hie liPa when he read the enthua1aatic 

accounts of the Xing and Queen's hiatoric v1ait to yourself! 

At least we ma,y be aure that the account• cannot have tended 

to ll&lce him calmer or aaner in a1nd or apiri t ! 

J'a1th and I are Juat back from London where we 

•did" the Aacot Meeting, and,like moat people, backed 110re 

loser• than winners -- a blacll: Aaoot! The .2D!. horse we 

ought to have backed, but dadn't, was cal.led •.America• -- it 

won at the long odda Of 20 to 1 ! lfext t1ae, in a1111lar 

c1rCU11atances, we ahall allow the heart to rule the head! 

Glorious llUlllller weather here, with gentle 

breezes off the sea. 

1'1th our love and eve17 good wiah, 

The Preaident 
The White Bouse 
l'aah1ngton, D.c. 
o. B. A. 

Yours aa ever, 
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aowal rJiplorloll fop a -• to l•t 111J .,...,. 
rall fer rnnoe lart "*• to • ...- -w ... 
n& fllt A ..... t. ftlr ...... -.J•l- el 111J ..... Ptr •'lll lllrlr' tbr.t a ._.. lr 1-ltalale. o.r 
s-rr lr arr:: ar aaotlleP. ..., •••"• t• 
what JO• tel • tP0m tbr AlP lllnleteP. tbbsr 
alrag \taa' llae .... Sobs ........... la 
&ncJnN' aa4 1n tll8 lrllltei nater. 

thank J09, '°°• tor tbe report of 
1ow llllt lllukeUl&g ... .._ I• rbowlng lt to 
891117 •zll-. 

An to J'OW' pl... - I to brpe ._. 
lr a porrlblll- lbat 11' tlt1aga to •• aplo49 
la luc1119 lbat 1n and rate wlU rm ner 
apln tlllr A9'-· It -14 be ll"U4 to ba-



7oa agaln a\ llJde Park Or wa•lng.,a. h1l ralUl 
iha\ lt llM oanno\ Pr'I 70. 100 .. t1'M llOrH raolJls 
an4 raUroa4 41J'eo\lng, .. ooal4 ..U .... Oftl" 
alone tor a mar' T1al' - ll8\ I do bope 70• 'lllOUl 
oan .... 

!be Honorable Colonel Artbw- 111111 q, 
An a.la, 
Illl• ot S.U, 
Argll, 
8ootl•n4. 



~ 10, 195. 

DMr ra1ttu-

I clo wtllll 701a oould baTe been with u 
llhen the ling an4 Qmen ..-. here - a nd I ..... 
•'*-"4 e 1peotel1J So MU ta. ~ en abo1at ta.. 
9oo'911 -.1' ..U blr lwr an4 FOV pe• lnd1altrlff. 
A• b -. ...... ._.. •• abcNt n111e•-t1n .. 8"9•, 
I enl4 no• ...,. 1tl I eapeolal.17 llb tu 
CM• oolor an4 I ba•• been wearing 1t ..,_. 
11w Ian Pf - _, to ai.ut - tlret - wb.a 
... real .... , ' pa. 

Y• •'•17 wt OOM o.-er ate loft -
l••• '° ..... ,_ .... 1D -~ an4 ., ., .. 
hR. !lie 11tUe ...... le fln111be4 an4 la .. Us 
twal-.& 9"I' a perlo4 at • •• rare. I• w 
.... - lie*••· - .... - obalr1 ......... 
..... , OM et 1• -4 & oo.pl.ete Ht or f1" 
lNU an4 '"1a. n.. perell ~--- &l'l'lfta 
........ - ..... tlm 109 .. , .. ,.. 1• wlll 
•• i ... , lie 11.a ..... 1-..io. 

Do ............ is... 



./iiigMORA.ND,UM FOR 

THE P. S. 

I HAVE SENT MRS. ROOSEVELT 

COPIES OF THESE CABLEGRAMS. 

G. 
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fa STANDARD FORM No. 14A 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNM ENT RATES 

at•,sGJWI 

F ROM 

COLONEL THE HONORABLE ARTHUR MURRAY 
AN CAI.A 
OBAll 

V. t . GOVCl!NMl:Hf PIUMTIMO O''IC:I 73762 

Jul7 28, 1939. 

OVEAJOIED YOU AS COMING WILL NOT B MCIC PROM PACD'IO 

COAST UNTIL OOTOBICR rIJ'TEltlft'H 

YOU 

IT WILL E GRAND TO SU 



.. a:cmvm AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON, D. c., AT _ _ __ n~DARD TIMa: -·· , -c""' WN47JH LOC\DOtx 4) 27 1747 

NLT THE PRES IDENT 

THE WHI TE HOUSE WASHINGTON 
YOUR LETTERS TENTH FA I TH AND SELF THANK YOU SO l.IUCH AND REJOICE AT 
BE ING ABLE ACCEPT YOUR PLEASUREABLE INVITATION WE WILL ARRIVE 
NE.~YORK OCTOBER nvELFTH IF THAT CONVENIENT TO YOU GREETINGS 

ARTHUR !.IURRAY & CALA OBAN . 



--
....... , 2<l, 195. 

-. ....... _ 
t u 41e'8•111c "'1• Oii tbe Vala hoe lanGr ftoolt •o 1faeh1ns'oB, ba•ln« "' IV -1M ltlo11 t or ob\olo• --•· ... , a llW'9 -4111\era\ecl a.YU ftlU•r 19. 

All4 Ible la Me• ••laa INelneH makee thlns• on tbel!' f aoe 1nt1n1'e~ moH dlttlelil' for TOW aftll lb• h«Mll - ti! a $t hwalC17, I Go no• 'bell-9• ._Ila wo.:14 b.a•• gi .. a aweta nlte\enUal al4 - lt lhef ba4 ••.a. \Ille aon s&Nedoa --'7 1rUh oe__, . 
.t.llod all I oaa &it ..aw tale olro-'--• l• to •PJIOOl '° I~ - ond roa w1ll se• "°" ot tble lll a 6sJ' OP '"· 

.t.11 ..... 4o 1 1 '° ~ ... , .... -.i -- •lll _, ._ - .... lt l• doe•_, .. ·-1• 1041 UA Paltlll wUb opon .... a tlo•' tho tlt-.;.;;tb or oldema ot O.toller. JI Cb.- 11 110 - t oapeo• to 1..,,0 tor a q•lok trip to Ian PranoU.O u4 ... "10 • C>etober tlH•, P•'111s '9olt •l ... to ltJ'4e ..,_ or Walblftc'oa in two fteke. Jr I p otftl,llat to._, ... Pal4l J'Oll UA hUb •W - '2le1'0 u4 • , .. ..,.. la'9P .. - all - .,.. .. ... ,,..,._ It I go to 'll'alblneton, "will rnw1e ... p:a1ea .... 

I -at '° be&r all allo9' .Plallialba.P· 
Ollo tbq J'Oa ~ -- ... ot - pello oplni.n &114 .-..1 ps •s r raUoa1 ... tar _. 



faYWalile - here W .. eaue ot 0-ft91' t:llaa ..., ..... 1D •-awn. ltl• • 

., Me' to JO• bo1b, ...... ,_., 
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AN CAL.A. 

19L..• O~ S•IL, 

••1..v1c•" •'1'. A,.CIYL..L • 

Auguet 2nd, 1939 

Dear l"ranklin, 

Ju•t a few 11n•• (to llUPPl•••nt art cable• to JOU) 
to •AJ how very auch indeed we are looking forward to our 
T1•1t to JOU. 

We are •o glad that aid-October 1• conTllld.ent to 
JOU ae it work• in (tor ••) with the poee1b111tJ of being 
ab•ent troa Railroad and other buaineea •••ting•. 

We llball arr1T• ll•• York, llitz lotel, ln th• 
•••• h•teJ'daa•, on October 12th, and ••alt Jour word! In 
&D,J eTent, I haT• ••T•ral thing• to do ln oonneot1on with 
our Br1t1ah Rail•&Je organ1At1on in lln York. 

Th• •11a1r1tania• c .... date) ••• booted up. But, 
hartng TOJ-Sed to JOU la•t Je&r 1n a laott.11h boat, lt 1• 
ln &JV ca•• bl~ appropriate that th1• Je&r a PYtoh liner 
ahould OODTeJ u• to JOUI' ehor••! 

Th• dnout hope au•t be upre•eed that th• "Ang•l 
ot 7eaoe• •111 .t.111, 1n Ootober, be boTerlng o'er lurope, 
Who can ea,rt As you so nppoe1tely reaark ln JOUJ' la•t 



a. 

letters •one guess 1• as good as another•. I was 1n :London 

la•t week and bad talk• •1th Walter Runolaan and W1111• 

T)'rrell, Both send to JOU tbelr warm greeting•. 

oonoeal• the graT1t7 of the •1tuat1on •• be •e•• 1t. Tyrrell 
1nol1n•• to the opinion that 1t Bltler 1• reallJ ooDTinced 

that Br1ta1n aeans bue1neee be •111 ao•t likelJ &Told a 

11ne ot act1on that would "br1ng Br1ta1n 1n•. But 1• be so 

oonT1ncedT hen ende&Tour i• being aade il oonTince b1a, 

It the ende&Toure tall, and a luropean oata•tropbe be let 

loose, then, •1th Jmma Baillie, the British people •ill . .,. 
•war 1• honourable 

In t.bo•• who do the1r native right• -1nta1n; 

In thoee whose BWo:rde an lron barrier are 

Between the l••l••• •poller and the weu,• 

I bad a obat in London •1th ., old friend Sir Walford 
S•lbJ, British Aabae•ador to Portugal, wbo i• boae on leaTe 
troa Li•bon. Be referred in the warae.t teraa t.o t.be 

triendlin••• and aoral aapport. be bad rece1Ted whilst Br1t18b 

111n1ater in Y1enna before the An•oblu••• and now -- charing 

hie Pl'•••nt Aab&eell4or8bip in Liebon -- froa 7our d1ploaatio 



'· 
repreeentatiT•• in those oitiee, He deaoribed ae •intense 
in the extreme• the ettorte being ll&de in Portugal bJ Kazi 
agent• to direct Portugu••• goT•rnm•ntal and publlo opinion 
into .. r.1 channel•, 

l'e are Juat off to spend a few day• •1th friends 
of ours at Ph111ph•1gb, near Selkirk, You •111 remeaber 
that our 0011110n anoeet.ora, the llurr111• of P&lahlll, a cquired 
-- a nlo• modern word to ooTer robbery and brigandage of 
thoae far-a•&J daya! -- the propert7 of Ph111phaugh, In 
the earl7 7eara of this oentur7 the propert7 was purohaaed 
bJ the father of th• preaent proprietor, Sir Samuel Steel. 

Tb• Prealdent 
Tb• Whit• Bouae 
l'a•b'ngt.on, 

1'1th our eTery good •1ah, 

ae •Ter 7oure, 

P.s. Runo1aan told •• that the IC1ng aa1d to h1a1 •1 f ormed a •ara regard for th• Prealdent, and haT• th• greatest 114a1rat1on for hla, l'e enjo7ed our •t&J •1th hla 
tr•endou.i,." ' · 1' . -P.s.2 faith •a• delighted to get 7our letter. Sb• 1• writing to JOU, You •111 probablJ be on JOUJ' Pao1f1o Ooaat tour when JOU get th1a, and we hope it 1• not being OTer atrenuoua, 

t . }.. . -



---, 

ht••• letter wa• • ..., ..i­
an4 go' here two 4-7• beto" Al'tll ... • Ulep•. 
I' 1•,_ of oov... a ftl"J peat 41nppoln._, 
~'vie •t•t' ha• '° 'be Werre40 ba' I nee4 
no' '9ll. 1ou tba' no •'WI' bow loag t' ~· 
w end RtUerS.. J011 ha•• a a.tint'• date •' 
RJGe Pa,_ dn' ... weeka later. 

the IMYttabtl 2 .... bappene4 
an4 we _, all ot u bope an4 Pft1 tor tb• Aq 
.. , ••• ,, ... •i-ttabUlUN· •Ul .. loaaer 
i:bl'M .... 

I 11&4 ho wtet 4&1• •' ltJ4e 
Pallt W oateb _.OD Wo .... lON 0Jt 9l.eep 
an4 - I .. taok pdUllg Jato etfMt a falrlJ 
well orsantaec •ob1M17 - en4 ... --.. _'°•--.•sac a. plaaa ..u. 

take .... 0Jt JOtll'MlYH u4 
I )Mpe J011 n11 pt ... - li:Sll4 ot oeeaaloMl 
laol14AJ at All a.la •• I bope to pt at 1tJM 
Pallt. 

- I.a '°"*· 
Aa ..... ,owa, 

oelanel ...... bl• an4 ............ ~. 
All a.la, . 
Iale ot leU, 
U011. 
-·'•"'· 
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE .. WASHINGTON. D . c .. AT _ __ _..TANDARD T IME 

WN16 BC BALV I CAR 43 .5 1.51 0 1939 SEP 7 ~ 7 2:5 

NLT THE PRES I DENT 

THE WHITEHOUSE WASHll\CTON 

THA~K YOU SO l.'LCH FOR YOLR LETTER OF TWENTYFOURTH AUGUST OUR DI SAPPOINTMENT 

AT BEINC UNABLE TO VISI T YOU NEXT ~ONTH IS INTENSE BR IT ISH Wi ll TO VICTORY 

REW.A I NS AS OF YORE OUR LOVE AND BEST '11 SHES 

AR THUR \IURRAY 

1- Natl I 2600 To ..cu,.. prompt actkm oa tnquJriN. tau. Ol'W'nal ft.ADEOORAM •bould be pre.en.t41d at tho •Cftc. et' Te..,.,hone: ona RC.A COlU&UNlCATIOS"S. lGC' ID i.l•phoao lnqul'11N quot• tM nu.mbtt ~edtn1 l~ p1-e<t ot' ot11'1• ._ ,U.._,N. 
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Hrd• Put, •• T. 
Ootober 31, 1939, 

Dear Ar\hur1-

l - awtullr gl ad io ba•• r ove of Ooto'Mr 
fir• '• for I bad 'Men 'hlllklng mah of you u d ralth 
and WODderlng wbat rou had bean doi11g eilloe 'ho•• 
•Yil dar • at 'h• beg111D111g of BeJ>'ember wha th• 
eeooDd at tack on oiYiliaa,lon a11 r ou &114 I lr:Do• i' 
began. 

All I oan ear ii Ood bleea J'OU both &114 ' at• oar• of 10U%••l••• u d r•a seber '21at r. D. R. 
l a thinking PUoh of 1CN and of all rou are doing. 

I' is good 'o read what rou ••1 llboa' 
IDdia and 'h• Rear Kut - and th• other dar -
word of the eaoell•nt aotlon of the Tllrti1h Oo••:rn­
aent. 

I PJ'••lJ' - going tuough a 'bit of a 
figbt - words aot 'bovM - wltb tlie lrreoonoilui.t 
iaolatlonistll ln both Hom•• ot tha Oollgn••, blllt 
I - goillg to w1D _, and I tbillk th• Haul t will 
balp tba general pioWl'e baomaae it will O&ftJ' tha 
.ala ob~•otl•a nan tbougll it _, be POdUiad la 
certain aaoond• JT respects . 

1 gather th• 11erala both in Brt.taia Uld 
J'ranoa ll azoallmt - taep i' up. 

TOil and I, in irplt• of -r illfil'Pi ti•, 
oan a till oarrr oa ••• tbaagb 1 t _, aot 'ba 1a 
uaifo111. 



CJ1n hltb Q' la.re and \ell her \he nett 
1• Olll1 poe\plaecl. 

I !la•• Ju\ -• h09e tor the ... tad end 
I wl•b ..ah 1ou oOllld plonlo wltb •• a\ \be Blll 
oottage. Tllo -11:a from - I hope \o «•' home 
tor our ·-' eleotloa ~ and we hope 'o ha•• 
a plOlllo putr oa the top ot the bill where we 
all were 110 reoeD'11. .,,. will 4rlnlt 1our heal. th 
and hope tor uao'h•r rear. 

Colonel Tile Honorable Artlmr M11rra1, 
Carrlllgton Houae, 
HerUor4 S':re•'• 
Londoa, w. 1., 
England. 
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The President 
The White House 
'lfaahlngton, n.c. 

Dear Franklin, 

Carrington House , 
Hertf or d Street , 

London, 'If . 1 
AN CAL.A , 

ISL.• 01" S&IL, 

October 1st, 1939 

A month has elapsed since I cabled you t hat, as 
a result or t he outbreak ot The Hitler War, Paith and I were unhappily debarred from paying you ln October our aucb-looked­
to v1ait , 

Five and twenty fears aao I said good-bye to Edward Grey, and the Pore1gn Office, and the House ot Commons, and not long afterwards was engaged •1th my Regiment 1n blood{ battles ln the nei ghbourhood ot Ypres, In this war, alas, I muat content myself •1th work on the Home Front, and ot 
that there 111 more than enough tor all or us "ot s certain age" to do, 

It would be intensely 1nterest1ng to be able to 
read the verdict of poater1ty on the events leading u p -­
during the last 5 years -- to the catastrophe ot to-day , Assuredly 1t will be asked bow 1t ca.me to paaa that Br1ta1n waa ao blind to the 1ntent1ona ot Hitler and h1a associates 
1n brutality aa ever to allow them -- ea Goering l ast year triumphantly proclaimed -- "to get ahead 1n re-armament", 
Seavy lies the reaponalb111t? on those in and out ot Govern­-ment from 1933 to 1937 Who threw dust 1n the eyes ot the people• and permitted themaelvea to believe that the Nazi Reg1erung waa oompoaed ot men of peace and good-wi ll , rre­
-quent and persistent were the warnings to the oontr&r.J trom knowledgable persona, but these they heeded not, "See what 
Bitler 1s doing for Germany", they aa1d, and looked on com­- plaoently wb1le he left the League, withdrew from Looarno, marched lnto the Rhineland, introduced oonacr1pt1on, and. 
built up the &rm.Y •1th which to pursue the poli cy wh1ob be 
bad openly proola1med 1n •01N !CAJO'll'", a book which tew, 1f 



:·/ 
. ~~ .. 2, 

8:n:/ of them had condescended to read , Too late came the 
cry' 11 stand up to the agre•aor", At a mo st unprop1 tlous 
mom~nt came from Eden 1n the House of Commons the statement 
that ( ae Foreign Secretary) he stood for "peace at almost 
8:n:/ price" -- how the Nazi hierarchy must have chuckled at 
this -- and had Eden ' s poli cy of declining to enter i nto 
conversations with J.!ueeol1n1 1n the Spring of 1938 prevai led 
over that of Chamberlain 1t l e highly likely that I taly 
would hav e been 1n the War agai nst us to-day , How vast a 
pity 1t l s that full advantage was not taken of the momentous 
l ead g iven 1n your great "Quaranti ne the Agressor" speech 
at Chicago . Ae long ago as 1933 Edward Grey, 1n tbe last 
public speech he made befor e his untimely decease, sounded 
the warning note when , 1n r eferring to Hi tler ' s advent to 
power, he eald, "we must ask ourselves what the poe1t1on 
would be 1n Europe to- day 1f Germ8:n;/ were arm9d"; and 1n my 
last conversation with h i m before he died that year he said 
to me , "if this l e the new Germ8:n;/ , we shall have to alter 
our attitude towards her." But we never did , 

All thle, however, le past history, and now only 
of academic interest . The err ors and misjudgments of yee­
-terday have given place t o the firm resolve of to-day to 
call a halt to H1t ler1te met hod s nnd nmbitione . At least 1 t 
can be said that the delays 1n eo doi ng have r evealed those 
methods and amb1t 1one 1n their broadest sense , and have pro­
- duced complete unity of thought and purpose in res1st1ng 
t hem to the uttermost 11m1t, The response to the "call" on 
the part of the British Commonwealth of Nations has been 
unanimous and determined , On the political situation both 
in I ndia and Palestine the outbreak of war has had a r emark­
-a~~e effect , In each of those countries there has been 
ag1tat1on against British rule, And 1n each case the spect­
-acle of war between Brita in and Germ8:n;/ has given a new 
angle of thought to discontent , Not only Gandhi but Pandit 
J awaharlal Nebn.t, whose attitude to the Briti sh Government 
has been far more unrelenti ng, realises that 8:n:/ gri evance 
now felt by I ndian Nationalists is tr1v1al in compari son 
With what German rule would i mply , Over the attitude of 
the Jews and Arabs in l alestlne the Nazis have suff ered one 
Of the rud est of shooks for they banked on disaffection in 
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the Holy Land as a f ocus t or anti- British agi tation through­
- out the !Liddle East , In Egypt l i kewise Nazi a spi rations 
met with a severe and unexpected r ebuff, even the Watdiet 
Preas, which in r ecent years has been strongly anti-Briti sh, 
resolutely supporting t he democrat ic r owcra, 

And i n Britn1n vhat must strike every observer, 
in all parts or t he country , i s the quiet and sober, but 
nevert heless 1ron determination ot the British people to 
get rid or t he Nazi menace, Britain ls roused to a great 
war effort and l e prepared to f i ght, to wor k and t o Pa;J 
until i ts purpose has been fully a ccomplished , It recogni ses 
H1t l eriam for what i t l s -- f alse of heart and bloody of 
hand , a fox i n stealth and a wolf 1n g r eed , Cost what i t 
may , and come whatever t oes, Britain and France are gri mly 
r esolved to r e-establish the pri nci ple of the square deal 
among the nations, Steali ng on an i nternational scale 
mu st be crushed underfoot , A month ago Hitler had his choice 
between peace and war, He deci ded f or war. Now i t is the 
democr acies who will decide when the time has come tor peace , 
And they can l ook to the future with every confidence, In­
-ternal disruption i n Germany cannot be f orfended l ndefi nitelY, 
and the might or the British Empire and her Allies, and 
their determination to rid t he world or the virus of Hltlerism 
-- whatever, and however prolonged , the ef fort and the heaV)' 
sacrifices -- llLlat 1nev1tablJ prevail in the end. 

And when vi ctory is won, what thent 'll'ho can 
say, f or who can vleualise the oondltlons and state of 
Germany and or Europe when that time comes t We oan do no 
llOre to-da7 than g ive expr ession to the feeling which la 
uppermost in all our m1nd a namel1 that every endeavour must 
be made to avoid the r epetition of an,y errors of the past, 
and t hat some means must be f ound to over come , so f&r as 
la humanl1 possible, once and for good the constant and 
continuous •enace of Prussian1am, I t, at the outset , stern 
measures are neoesear1 towards the oonaummatl on of this 
end, then the1 must be taken, To this thought the mi nd s 
of both the British and l'renob peoples are attuned , The 
senti ment wldelJ and frequentl1 expr essed that the Allies 
i n 19 18 ought t o have gone to Berlin has become a motto 
1n this war for the British Expeditionary Force on who se 



lorries and trucks in France may be seen chalked 1n bold 

letters, "BERLIN OR BUST" . These are symptoms of the 

spirit in which the British nation ie entering on the 

f i erce and bitter struggle that now lies ahead, In no 

war i n all i ts history bas it been eo united, In no war 

has there been such unity between two great and mi ghtily 

powerful Allied Nations ae exists in mind and purpose 

and action between Britain and France et this time , They 

do not in any sense underrate the prodigi ous difficulties 

that confront them whether ip the task of bringing vi ctory 

to the Allied arms, or in r~cuing, i t ma,y be , Central 

Europe from the gatheri ng forces of a communistic invasion 

of thoueht and i deals , But they march to battl e i nspired 

by the r i ghtness and Justice of their cause, and encouraged 

by the feeling that under your courageous leadership the 

sympathies of the American nation are with them, and 

America ' s i ndustri al resources at their diepoeai . I ma,y 

say that those Members of the Government whom I have 

r ecently seen have spoken to me in the warmest terms of 

the i mmense encouragement they have received from your 

utterances and actions, 

Walter Runciman, ae you know , ie now no longer 

1n the Government , You will be sorry to hear that he ha s 

not been too well -- he came back better fro m h i s 3 months 

sea voyage in the Spring of this year, but the truth ie 

that he never really recovered from the strain of hie 

Mission to Prague in J uly - August, 1938. He i e now at 

hi e place in Northumberland. I had a letter from Lady 

Runciman last week ea,ying that there was nothing eer1ouely 

wrong but that he wae taking a complete rest from all work. 

At the outbreak or wa~, Fa1th and I left An Cala 

and our Headquarters are now with friends in Kent, not far 

from London, Thence I travel to London, York , :Edinburgh and 

other centres on rI!::f Railway and other bueineeees essential 

to the successful proeeouti on of the war, 

We both send you our love and beet wishes . 

P.s. Enclosure may 
perhaps interest you, 

Yours as ever, 
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/ For the duration . . .... . . B ates F arm. 

Dear !Jr President Cousin Franklin, 

W ittersham, 
K ent. 

Nov . 22 nd . 

I know t hat you will forgive a 
letter on the typer , when I tell you that i t will eave .my e~es an 
aoh~, and probaply yours too tr~ing to decipher my lomg band . 

w~ have thought of you heaps and heaps during t hese 
last frightful weeks . We know how you fee l about lt, and eo d o al l D 
the people here who count ~ow how much your sympathy i e with us, and 
what you would do .• • . but perhaps I am saying thi ngs I must not say •. • 
i f so for give me and I will say no more . . 

We have adored getting your l etters , 
and the .now familiar gr een envelope aiways gives my he~rt a l i ttle 
Jump of joy - t.ti.a t we should not be quite forgotten even ln the se stren..-
uos days ; we.'ftO disappointed a t having to cancel our vis it to Hyde 
Park , and goodness knows when we shall come now - our taxation ls going 
to rule out ail extras like that - but I would give up so muchto come 
and see you again ,and to drive with you agai n up those i ovely mountai ns 
coverd with t he coloured trees , a nd to knaw chicken bones on the grass 
and 8~ with you looking out on to t hat divine view from the cottage 
in the trees - away from all t hose qorri d Senatore! Per haps I am 
saying the wrong thi ng agai n , and perhaps :i.Q1L. l ove them very much , and 
can hardly bear to be out of their ei,ght ••• ••• Anyway I am not goi~ to 
let go of the i dea t hat I shall c ome and see you by hook .or by croo K,or 
aeroplane before I d i e . It must be . It shal l be . 

Lunch gong gone , mu~t go, wi l l return. 

Later . 
Very good lunch. Sausages a nd mash and apple tar.t and very ~ 

hot coffee . 
· Arthur le away _a t the moment . He goes to York a nd Edinbur-

for his rai l meetings now. !:he London offi ce is closed •.•• • I think 
the Chai rman thought it would be too much of a temptation for Hi tler 
if he knew where t hat precious little collection of elderly gentlemen 
assembled to discus s the lighting restri c t ions , or restaurant arr angem• 
ents a nd bad food prov~ded by the Companles(huah)!! He would surely d!­
drop a bomb from Ribbentrop ~ as a form of retaliation iitlla for the 
bouts of i ndigestion fai. used to compl a i n of when he was i n thi~ c ountry 
and whi ch he once put down to a vi sit on one of our trains . ~ wish 
I had been on that train, abd had had eecnrm sight • • • • •• a lit t le pinch 
of arsenic om passing might have saved quite a lot ~ trouble ..•• but I 
must not tal k l ike th• e t o ~ou Mr President , but for t he moment I wa s 
thinking you were Just an ' ordinary sort of a man~' ' a s the l ate King 



George 5 th once described himeelf , He could never understand what i t was that made the country love him so much , and he made this remark to the Archbi ehop of Canterbury shortly before he d i ed - and i t wae SQ -..,.,.. typi cal or his character ... o-J.. '1""- !;. """'- 14 -'"-4 -ut{· 'k ".-w<.-.............. ". I have st ill pot eome ver bena toilet water which your mother gave me -.hen I was a t Hyde Park . It ie particul~lJ C,f?. fresh ~nd deli c1oue . I never put i t om my hanki e without the eme11-ra~ '{ youreelf end your adorable mother and lote of other thlnge come vividly 1_ back to ~e . It le curious how a scent will brin~ back a memory , l i ke a ....._.. I 've got eome on now, -._7 t.,,.... '"" ~ ......, J..-.,1::;..1. 0:..J· J k 11'/I· "<-t'- t.z;..A• ) ... '"'4! ' ( Thi a 1e our address for the duration of the war • .s~ ,, We are evaoueee ~ We are stayi ni; with a friend who has a del i ghtful )I ·· house - old Jacobean Farm houee converted with every modern comfor t . There are t wo others besides ourselves , all fr1ende . Our host wae t o have had the house filled with possibly i astend Jews , but he preferred1 to f i ll it with his fr1ende - so here we are . Arthur i s away hal f the month on h i s various bue1nessee, and I remain her e doing whatever turns up i n the way of wa.r work,- nothing Official - just dull things which need doing around the pari sh l'ump ~ I t is euch a funny sort or war 1nJo that sort of way , None of t he men' s job' s seem to fall vacant. All ~ha men are ready and waiting but the call never eeems to come . No women seem t o be wanted - at least nothing over the aae of about 12 -and better still if you are just cutt ing your first t eeth . It i s very annoying , because one could do so much with a perfectl~ good set of second t eeth . 
On the 27th it is my birthday . I am goi n" to give myse­-l f a birthday treat, but I am afra id I am too l ate to l et you shar e i t .., with me - but I am goi ng to r i sk it . At 12 noon on that day I am ~oing to shake your hand across apace , and I am going to say to you ' J.!a.ny hapf¥ r e turns to HY<ie Park , and God bles s and preserve our dear. fri end .• . .• • I wish thi s letter could get there in time , because at 7 in the morning of the same day ·ls noon with ·us I beleive , anq perh,._ PS you would eend .me a message back - ~ ) ...- w-c- ~..,.,,...;~ ?"""- lnA.<Ja/-~ I do not know when we shall return t o our little house · on tho hi ll in Argyll, because I could not go so far away while my Engl4-nd was at war . It is so remote , and the food question wou l d be di ffi~ cult too - and our flat in Londom i s very Weet End - in Park ~ane . Ir Hitler comes t o London wi th his bombs , we should be lucky t o eecape , so Arthur w.11.l .not let me go t here . We have '8nough petrol t o go t o London once a week, eo One is abl e tokeep i n t ouch more or l ese . I wi sh you would got out your maai c carpet and flont acroee to London ~ one Friday (my London day ) ~nd lunch with m at tho Ritz - would 'nt t.I!* that make all tho runny new hats eit up and stare? for even though war r rages around ue the f unny hate etil lare there , and a lways t o be seen at the Ritz . I think tho funnleet I ever oaw were at the Ri tz in New York l as t year . .I could not beleive some or them clould be true , and thought it was Just me seei ng· t hi nge . It i s very difficult t o know what to du with t he ehope shutti ng down 1n the~ hundreds becauee t hey a re doinf' no bue1n.ees a t all , and ruination etar1ng a t them , then Sir John Si mon last 



/ Bates Farm, 

W ittersham, 
K ent. 

night on t he wireless t elling us not to spend a penny on anyt hing , but 

to eave, save , eave , and buy onl~ war bonds - it al l s eems to work 
i n a vicious cirle. I f you don t buy - where i s the t radesman going 

to get the money t o buy a bond? That is what i s puzzl ing me today . 
Perhaps Arthur wil l give me right answer - but I somehow doubt if there 
i s one t o th)Wl" question, 

Do you know t his little story= 
A group of Briti sh workm)!; were s tanding st the corner of the street 
d i cussing Hitler i n no mi;d ter ms.And one of them af t er lis tening to 

t he tirade for some time said qui etly '' I know a worse fella than 
this ' ere 'itler". "ose 'e? roared t he 72tst ." That there bloke Fuhrer11 

replied the little man. 
The morale here is wonder f ul . The country 

means to have and finish hi, . No pol itic i an could say or do a t~ing 
to atop t hem now. I t hink there would be a revolut ion here f i rst . 
But it is not just hysterical thirst for revenge . It is a calm 
and determined resol uti on to fini sh t his hideous Monster and a ll he 
stands f or once and for all - so that we can have have a return to 
Ri ght and Christian conduc t in the world . 

1-&!J!~closi ng you a sheet of paper on whi ch Arthur 
wrote down some of hf'~nlle resting for ·half an hour yesterday. 
He d oes t his fromm time to time and gives~to me - and i t i s surprising 
how often he gets the right answer. ~ 

in t h a strong Germany and Hitler g one , how could 
we pursue the war? what would we be fight ing for? "' 

17e shall go on t hinking of you during the moths to 
c ome - you will have a strenuoe sncf"perhaps bitter f i ght - but you are 
so bi g that these puny peopl e who oppose you are but mosqu1t os on the 
wall. Sti l l moequitos can be very trying and can d i s t urb your sleep , 
l o not let them disturb yours . ' 

Take great care of yourself, 
your affectiona t e fr i end and klne• aR woman 

0-o.JJ.- A' 

P . S . Hov· I h:>te Senators . 

P . P. S. Please give my love to nice Daisy Suckley when you see her~ 

~ ~ ~ IQ ,_...,~· 



Ca..rrin3lon Jiouse 

Jierlford 2)lreel IN I. 

(\"''!· 0495. 

G :I R JI A I Y 

lov. 20th, 19}9 

'lb&t i• the a1tuat1onT What are aome ot the P<>••ib111t1eat 

(a) 

(b) 

( o) 

(d) 

(•) 

(t) 

(g) 

(h) 

Goering 1•, 1n all probabilit7 the •ke7 aan•. 

Goering 1• actuated bf aot1vea ot ••lt•preaervat1on; 
bf detera1nat1on not to ••• the 

Geraan Air roroe lhattered; 
bf tear ot Ruaa1an Communist aenaoe 

\n Gel'llanJ. 

An iaportant mmber ot G•l'llan Arrq Otf1 oer• are deter­
ained to do their beat t.o avoid the •lhatter1ng" ot 
the GeJ'llan AZ'fq. 

Thu• Goering, •1th a nuaber ot AZ'fA7 and Air roroe Ott1· 
oere, want a •wa7 out ot the war" wb1oh would leave 
th•, and the GeJ'llan Anq and Air rorce praot1oal1J 
una oat.bed. 

The 1rw:2uatr1al11t1, Junker•, Oathollo, hangel1oal 
Prot.eet.ant and llonaroh1at. •l•enta are ranged with 
Goering A Oo. 

~- . 
Hitler eplutter1 and t'ua•• and rage1. 

Goering • ao. know the •gaae 1• up", and that event­
uallJ G•l'aanJ will haT• to get. out. ot Ca•oho•8lovak1a, 
hland (up to the OUraon line), and Auetrla, 

Will 
Part 
that. 

there then be in due oour1e a•ooup d'etat" on the 
ot Goer1"6 A Co., and an 1ntiaat1on to the Alli•• 
theJ are Ca) naouat.1ng ••l•ect t.•rritorl••J 

(b) relltoring th• Jloll&l'oh,J, and oonet1tu­
t.ional governaent.t 

A. C, M. 
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bove he voices 
o~ the world 

w(l hear the a~~t s 
.~ .-. ..,..,..,.-·:· son'3 

mid ·tlw hate of qreczd and war 
We hnow that Ilove is strong-

For long age:> Goel dr~amed 
a dream 

Elf Peace,Good Will io men 
He hnO\V.s men will rememb<zr 
.And dr~am His dr~am again 
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