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TELEGRAM

The White House B
lpome 34 Cable via French 3H- 2 \

Monte Carlo 1110A Dec 26 1936

The President,
White House, Wqshington.

Cornwall esks me thenk you and say he will arrive Jenuary twenty
third and is much looking forward visit. I am writing. Glorious

weather here. Our best wishes.
Murray
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PDean f::.ifl‘u'

This is ﬂuat a line to tell {nu how very much we have en-
Joyed having Daisy and Virginia with us.

They left us yuatird%g for the Isle of Skye after all too

short a visit, We like them both so much and they were de-

lightful guests. We shall hope that this is the first of
visits to us. We enjoyed also having the Hurds here - a

very nice couple.

Yes, indeed - we do hosa most sincerely that when the
great burdens of your high 0ffice are laid down, you will come

0 An Cala, and just revel in the surroundings to" your heart's
content, not for the fortnight you mention, but for longer,
Daisy will tell you when you see her of the simple Erimitiva,
open-air life that we lead. We shall look forward mmensely
to the day when you give us the pleasure of sampling it.

We are éust off to Edinburgh for Holyrood functions. I
have no doubt that it will be a relief to the King and Queen
when the ceremonies connected with their Coronation are over!
It will be a relief to some of their subjects too!

In a few weeks time Faith and I are off to Germany. If

I am not imprisoned for saying "Heil Hitler", at the commence-
ment of every phrase I utter, too irreverentiy I will have some
impressions relate when I get back. I used to go and fish
for trout in Germany before the War; and about this time in the
ear 1914 von Kihlmann, Counsellor of the German Embassy in
inndnn asked me if I would go and visit him at his place in
South Germany in September to fish, I accepted his invitation!
Neither of us could foresee the momentous battles that were to
be fought between our two countries by the time that September
came round. The last thing von Kuhlmann said to me before
leaving London was:- "My people are mad. We were getting to
have everything we could want in the world by indusfrial and
financial penefration, and what will be the end of this God
alone knows". As you will remember, he became, during the War,
one of the foremost advocates in Germany of peace by conecilia-
tion. He died a few years ago.

With every good wish,

(ﬂhc/u-f'f-f il od ~Ihels asicq Yours as ever,
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8% carpington House,
Hertford Street,
London, W,1,
Jamuary 24th, 1938,
Dear Franklin,
I was dellghted to get your letter of December 3lst.
I am also delighted to take notice of the steady
headway you are making - against deeply intrenched vested
rights and privileges - in fashioning a new, a happier,
"and a more solidly prosperous America., When the "froth
and fury" has in days to come evaporated, the tremendous
magnitude of your task and the greatness of your achieve=-
ments will stand revealed to the world in their true light.
I wish i1t were possible to see a way through the
tangle created by the "new-empire" seeking ambitions of the
three great totalitarlian States, Edward Grey sald to me
shortly before he died in 1933, "if this (referring to
Hitlerism) is the new Germany, we shall have to revise our
attitude towards her", The trouble has been that during
the last five years we have never done so. Ve allowed

the Nazi reglerung to grab and to play all the aces, and



all the time we professed to belleve that Nazi-ism stood
for high ideals, good-will and peace, The harm done by
Lothian in plastering (through articles in "The Times" and
speeches) this thoroughly mistaken 1idea upon the British
public, is incalculable, Even to-day, it would seem, it
is belleved in some guarters that an Agreement could be
errived at with Berlin which would replace uncertainty and
unsettlement by certainty and settlement in Eastern
Europe. Nothing could be further from the truth, No
Halifax missions - which left some of us completely
speechless with amazement] = or appointments of "Foreign
"Affairs" dictators as advisers to the Prime linister, can
alter the bedrock fact that no Agreements will be entered
into by Berlin that would serve as a check upon its ex~-
panslonist asplrations, Without doubt civilisation finds
ltself faced with the possibilities in the next decade of

a convulsion greater and more horrible than any that has
yet compassed 1it, The spirit of freedom in the great
liberty=-loving Nations will, mayhap, be put to the severest
test i1t has ever undergone, In 1ts strength or weakness
lies triumph or disaster for the free democracies, Fortu=
nate 1t is that at the commencement of this critical era

in world affairs the relations between Britain and India,
with its 350 millions of a population, have been relaid

-2-



cn & new foundatlon of self-government and good-will,
The new Constitution in India, which came into force last
year, has been accepted by the bulk of Indians as a far-
reaching step in democratic government, Even the Congress
party, the extreme natlionalists, are beginning to see -
and will undoubtedly increasingly see - the great and wide
powers of self-government embraced in the Constitution.
History will describe in its proper perspective this
achlevement of bringing together into democratic govern=-
mental relationships the many peoples of differing race,
religion and customs that comprise India, but in the mean-
time the present importance of the achievement lies in
cementing the ties between Britain and India and in
causing India to be more than ever ready to defend herself -
end to take part in defending the British Commonwealth -
against autocratic ambitions on the part of tyrannically-
inclined Powers, Were it not for the new Constitution in
India, that vast country might have been, in this era of
grave 1international anxleties, a danger spot of discontent,
rebellion and strife, with much of harmful effects to the
democracies, and of beneficial results to the Dictators,

So far as British foreign policy in the future is
concerned 1t will be, it 1s hoped, a poliey of facing
facts as they are, and not of chasing unattainable ideals,

—a-



It must, of course, be remembered in relation to European
policy that, with a General Election in view, say, at the
end of 1939, the Goverrnment naturally does not wish to
glve, 1n the Interval, any effective battle-cry to the
Labour Party., The latter has practically no rallying-
peint in relation to domestic policy other than the well=-
worn slogan, "nothing good can happen under capitalism".
Liberalism in this country, despite the die-hard Tories,
has breached the walls of inequality and of privilege,
and deprived labour of effective butresses in the matter
of social legislation., Under our Social Security Laws
vast funds have been accumulated and are invested - all
belonging to the wage-earning classes, The savings of the
people under the Naticnal Savings Scheme have never been
so high as they are to-day. These are facts that face
the Labour Party across the open in the domestic field,
But in relation to foreign affairs the catch-cries, "the
Government are not pursuing a peace policy; the Govern-
ment are letting down the League of lations; the Govern-
ment are not trying to be friends with Germany or Italy",
are easily and freely spouted forth from Labour platforms,
and, even if untrue, are not unlikely adversely to affect
the Government ma jority, unless the Government has an

effective answer. As & Liberal Member of Parliament for

=



sixteen years I realise the Government's difficulties in
these respects, But, as one who went through the five
years before the War in close association (as his Parlia-
mentary Secretary) with Edward Grey, I sigh for an

Edward Grey in command of our Forelgn Policy to-day, aided
and abetted as he was by that great diplomat, Willle Tyrrel,
What a combination that was of character, honesty of
purpose, and wisdomful vision., What a combination

that would be to-day. How vastly simpler - if this is
not High Treason on both sides of the Atlanticl - would

be your task, But we cannot pluck out the sun from behind
the clouds just when we want it. We have to be glad of
it when 1t shines forth; even though it does so sometimes
When we do, and sometimes when we do not, want it, And
therefore we must be glad of things as they are - glag
that, despite the tempestuous trials that 1ie ahead, your
great country with you in commend, Britain and her sister
Nations of the Commonwealth, and - fundamentally sound -
the French Republic, stand united in a common ideal of
freedom, That, as it seems to me, is the clarion-call

to which the democratic peoples in no short space will be
compelled to listen, and upon which they will be forced to
act, To-day goes forth the ery from them all, "why
should we pull the other fellows!' chestnuts out of the

e



fire?"  sShortly they will realise =- as Edward Grey
realised five years ago - that they have been living
internationally, in a past age, and that the chestnuts
to be plucked from the burning represent everything they
have cherished of the liberties won for them by their
forefathers against the tyrants of old, May the realisa-
tlon not come too late, History will record that you
alone of the Leaders of democracies courageously, with
eloquence and with force, dealt frankly with the situation
in your great Chicago speech; exposed 1its dangers; and
pointed the way to safety. That we had not an Asquith
or Edward Grey to respond in effective and mich=-to=be
desired fashion to the momentous lead that you gave can
be accounted as a great misfortune. On the other hand =
taking things as they are and not as one would wish them
to be, and looking to the "good" as a whole - the effect
of your lead (I might say your continuous lead) has un-
questionably, over here, been a welcome reaction in the
right direction., After all, I suppose, the common-sense
view is that one cannot expect all the leaders, all the
time, to be of equal high calibre.

And now to lesser things, viz: to Faith (I had
better not repeat this to herl) and to myself, We came
down to London just before Christmas, and will remain

-5-



here until early April, when we return to An Cala; to
its flowering prunus', pyrus', rhododendrons, azaleas

and rock plants, passing gradually to all the flowers of
Summer time; to its hills to the North and East, and its
seas and 1slands to the South and West - all of which

Wwe look forward to your enjoying with us when the burdens
of your great office are laid down,

You very kindly invite us in your letter to come
over and stay with you this Year, and suggest that we
should come to Hyde Park when you are there, That would
indeed be a very great pleasure for both of us, whether
at The White House or at Hyde Park, as suited you, We
shall like very much to accept your kind invitation, and
to come over this Autumn; and wonder whether any time in
September or October would be likely to be convenient for
you. If so, we would, thereafter, go on to Ottawa, and
inflict ourselves on John Tweedsmuir or - should he happen
to be away on one of his "farthest-Nor th-beyond-the-prim-
of -the-world" tours - Mackenzie King has kindly intimated
that he would like us to stay with him]

In the meantime Faith thinks you may care to see
the enclosed "View from An Cala", and sends it to you



with her greetings and many messages - as also to
lirs. Roosevelt, And with the same from myself,

Yours as ever,

A)/LMLM-—-]

[ S

The White House

Washington, D,C

5., A
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POST CARD

An Cala,
Isle of Seil,
Argyll.
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™ at AN CaLa,

5l =8 IsLE oF SeIL
4yd:" Carrington House, Rius 8 :
ﬁ.r" Hertford Street, ARGYLL.
* London, W,1,

10th February, 1938.

The President,
The White House,
Waahin,ﬂ:t.nn, D.C. »

L] -Al

My dear Franklin,

I had lunching with me yesterday my friend,
Lord Aberdare, As you may know, he has been a great
amateur athlete: at rackets, twice Amateur and once Open,
Champlon, and Champlon of U.5.4. Doubles, 1928 and 1930,

| R |

At tennis, Amateur Champion UsS.4., 19830, British Isles,

1932, ete., etec.

He 1s the British Member of the Executive of
the International Olympic Committee, and, during lunch,
I asked him how the Sino-Japanese conflict was going to
affect the holding of the Olympic Games at Tokyo (as
arranged) in 1940, In answer to my questlon he told me
confldentlally exactly how the whole situation stood, and
I thought perhaps that, in view of the world-wide importance
of the Games fpom a sporting and “paace-m&king-atmoaphara"
standpoint, 1t might interest you to know privately what
Lord Aberdasre has said to me,



The situation 1s that the International
Olympic Committee at their Meeting last year gave the
Games to Tokyo for 1940, and there is no machinery for
taking them away, even assuming that the Committee
wished to do so.

The normal procedure 1s that the Japanese
Olympic Assoclation would invite the various National
Olympic Associations to take part in the Games, but
this - although much preparation is required for the
Games - they have not yet done, On the other hand,
they have advertised to the world, through press channels,
that they see no reason why they should not have the
Games at -Tokyo in 1940, even though at the same time
their Government openly announces preparations for a
long war.

Aberdare expressed himself privately to me as
being very perturbed at the possible disastrous conse-
quences to the Games which may arise out of the present
situation. If Japan 1ssues the invitations for Tokyo
he thinks it most improbable that, owing to the strong
antl-Japanese public opinion here, the British Association
could or would wish to accept the invitation, In this
I conecur. It 1s reported to him that many of the
Governing Bodles of British Sport are convinced that

-2-



they could not send teams to Tokyo in 1940, and, even
if they desired to do so, that they would be unable to
railse the necessary finance. Again, what about China?
It must naturally be the wish of the Games' supporters
that all the Nations should be able to compete fairly
and equally. This 1s the first time that the Games
have been given to the Far East, and how could the
Chinese athletes compete at Tokyo?

As regards the Unlted States, Aberdare says
that the Athletlc world, through the Sporting Associations,
has not definitely committed 1tself one way or the other.
He 1s fearful lest, if the Japs hold on to the Games;
1ssue the invitations; the invitation is accepted by
the American Olymplc Association; and then, later on
pe rhaps, owlng to public opinion in the United States,
the American teams could not go - and the Britilsh Olympile
Assoclatlon having In any event refused; the result
might be the Olymplc Games movement belng wrecked beyond
repair,

It might be sald, very reasonably, that it 1s
open to the British Olympic Committee to give some express-
ion of 1ts concern in the whole matter and make a move by
approaching the United States Committee, The difficulty
there 1s that any such move might be put down by wvarious

-



Natlons to an attempt on the part of the British to get
the 1540 Games for themselves., At last year's Olympic
International Meeting Britain and Finland were the
"runners=up" to Tokyo. But Aberdare and his friends -
amongst whom 1s my friend Lord Burghley, Champion "Olympic
Games" Hurdler! a direct descendant of the great Lord
Burghley, Queen Elizabeth's famous Minister, who did his
best to make Scotland a mere province of England! - have
no "British" axe to grind in this matter. In due course
the British Olympic Association would make the ordinary
application for the Games to be held in London in 1944,
What Aberdare stresses to me 1s that unless a contre-
temps can be avoilded, and the Gamea held in 1940 somewhere,
the sequence will be broken, and quite possibly this

most useful International Sports Meeting will cease to
exist,

If the matter is left until Japen makes up her
mind to 1ssue, or not to issue, invitations, it might be
too late to stage the 1940 Games elsewhere.

It 1s not outside the bounds of possibility
that Japan (and the Japanese Olympic Committee and the
Japanese Government cannot but be counted as identical
in this matter), if she sees the certainty of some of
the greater Nations not coming to Tokyo, and doubtful

ode



attitudes on the parts of others, may purposely delay
lssuing the invitations in order to produce chaos, and
make it impossible for the Games to be held elsewhere
than Tokyo in 1940, In other words, the continuance

of the Games = arilsing out of the Sino-Japanese conflict =-

is in the melting pot.

If it so happened to be the case, and were
known, that the United States and British Olymplc
Associations were at one In their polliey of not going
to Tokyo, the sltuation could without doubt be saved.

As Indlcated earller in this letter, the invitation to
the British Olympic Committee, if and when received,
would - owing to public opinlon over here - be refused.
(As I said to Aberdare, I should myself be amongst the
leaders of the mob demonstrating with banners in the
streets against the proposal to send athletes to Tokyo!)
Important 1ssues would centre round the answer of the
American Olympic Committee to the invitation, if and
when received, but, for the reasons previously stated,
it 1s extremely dAifficult for this side to make a move
to ascertaln whether the answer would, as in the case of
Britain, be in the negative.

I have passed on to you = because, as I said,
I thought 1t might interest you = the substance of

HE-



Aberdare's private conversation with me. It seems

to be a very vital moment in the history of this great
international sporting movement which has grown up under
the auspices of the International Olympliec Committee, and
which 1s such a power, and growing power, for good-will
amongst natlions.

We have reports from the North of great gales,
and I am golng home to An Cala over the week-end to size
up the damagel We both return there at the end of
March.

Recent happenings in Germany do not appear to
have falsified my comments to you from time to time on
the situation in that country. It 1s true to say that
the extremer spirits in the Nazl Party do not seem to
have obtained on this occasion all that they had hoped
for, but the "purge" that has taken place, and the
intensification of the G8ring self-sufficiency "drive",
cannot but compel us to regard the future with an even
greater anxliety than heretofore.

Faith 1s very well; and we often talk of you
and yours.

With our every good wish,

As ever yours,

VA e SRR
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February 10, 1938.

Dear Arthur

which inoreases with every pass-

I begin to think that events in this world
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fifteenth and Novesber first -- 1t would be perfect.

A® you know mmuhotmm:-wul‘h"w
m-m-irupm.

My warm regards to you both,

As ever youwrs,

The Honorable
Golonel Arthur Murray,

. mﬁit@'
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Sunday, February 20th 1938

The President,
The White House,
Washington,
D.G-

Dear Franklin,

I have been at An Cala, and am in Edinburgh
on my way back to London until the end of March. A
lovely, sunny day at An Czala = the view across sea
and Islands at its best - and I d&ld not want to come
away to towns !

On Thursday last, in Lecndon, Falth and I
lunched with the Runcimans. Walter R. said that he was
writing to you, and asked 1f I could send on his letter
so that 1t reached your hands direct. I said that I
could do so. He has aceoordingly sent me the letter,
and 1 enclose it witih this.

The "wveloecity" (to which you refer in your
letter of Feb. 10), with which world events move, 1is

increasing almost hourly ! All the more reason that

our statesmen here should take long views on the
European /



European situation, or they will never catch up - puch

less keep pace with = the changes that confront them

es the dauys pass. But after all there was no reason

why they should have been surprised at the latest turn

of events, unless indeed they dld not belleve - as some

of us have always belleved - that Hitler's eyes had =

fixed atare in an easterly and south easterly direction,

and that nothing would divert him from his objective.
Thank you so much for suggesting dates for us to

come to Hyde Park. That will be delightful, and we shall

look forward wvery much to 1t. Owing tc my business en-

gagements over here In October we will makelt as soon af-
ter September 15th as suits you, and this you will perhaps
be kind enough to tell us later on in thd?aar.

With our warm regards,

As ever yours,

P.S. Feb. 2lst. During the night Anthony Eden has gone!

All credit and honour to him for the disinterested and
patriotic /



patriotie-minded manner in which he has pursued his task
as British Forelign Secretary in most difficult times. But
whatever the past, we are dealing with the present, and,
a8 1t seems to me, in the point at issue, during the last
few deys, between the Prime Minister and Eden, the Prime
Minister - who, as I suggested to you some months ago, 1is
a8 "realist" in Foreign Policy - has taken the right view
of the national interest. The operative cause of the
split between them has been a difference as to the timeli-
ness of conversations with Italy,
The outstanding difficulties with Italy are malinly
three in number :-
(1) The presence of Itallan volunteers in Spain, and
the fallure to withdraw them in spite of
Italy's ostensible participation in the work
of the Non-Intervention Committee.
(2) Italy's demend for the recognition of her con-
quest of Abyssinia, a point which falls to
be declded by the League of Naticns, but om
which British influence must be far-reaching.

(3) Italy's continuance of offensive propaganda.

The polnt on which the two Ministers parted company

was whether, as Neville Chamberlain holds, these matters
need /



need not be an impediment to negotlations in the course
of which they might be adjusted, or whether, as Eden
Pvelleves, assurances in regard to them should precede

a general discussion.

The Prime Minister, in his anxiety for the re-
laxation of a tension which he regards as undesirable
and even dangerous, 1s quite clearly disposed to let
nothing stand in the way of a frank interchange of
views; Eden's position apparently is that these are
bound to be frultless in the absence of some guarantee
that British views in regard to them will be met.

The difference 13 one of procedure and not of
principle, and that fact, no doubt, explains why those
Cablinet Ministers who sympathise with Eden's wview have
not thou,ht 1t incumbent upon them - at any rate up to
the moment - to follow his example.

Eden's resignation will of course be a loss

to the Government. He had a considerable following in

the House of Commons, and in the country, and opponents

of the Government will interpret his decision to re-
sign /



resign as proof that his well-known devotion to the
League of lNations 1s not shared by hls colleagues. Poll-
tical capital will undoubtedly be sought by the Labour
Party from this point of view. But, however devoted some
of us may be to the 1ldeals of the League, our firast con-
sideration must be the dangers to peace and to democracy =
exemplified once agaln in titler's speech yesterday -
inherent In the scene that unfolds 1tself before our eyes
a3 the tentacles of the totalitarian Octopl creep re-
morselessly outwards in the pursult of succulent prey
with which to assuage thelr tyranical appetites., It will
not, iIn my Jjudgment, be found that Eden's departure por-
tends in any sense a weakening of the democratic front.

I believe Chamberlain to be essentlally a broadminded
democrat-as was also his brother Austen - as antipathetic
to distorships as any one of us, but wishing not to

leave the amalleat pebble unturned in an endeavour to
ascertain whether indeed there exlsts a path to a peace-
ful settlement of the world's tragedies. If all cannot

approve hls every step, and, if, in the event, he prove



prove unsuccessful in his quest, at least 1t will I
surmise, be found that In the process of his explora-

tions he has not "let down" the policies and ideals of

democracy. 4 L

P.8.2 The last time I saw yow and my old friend
Ronald Yerguson was 1in this Club. As you know, he
and "Springy" were very great friends. "Springy's"
views on international affelrs at this Jjuncture

would have been most interesting and valuable.
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London, March 26th, 1938

The President
The White House
Washington, D,C,

Dear Franklin,
In accepting your very kind invitation for

Faith and myself to come and stay with you this autumn, I
asked 1f we might come as soon after Sept, 15 ae was conven=
=lent to you, Various matters, however, business and other-
wlse, have tended to our being unable to leave Britaln be-
-fore October, But, as you gave us up to November 15, I

am hoping that October will be as convenient for you as Sep-

-tember,
We would propose to arrive New York on October 16,

and it will be very nice i1f you will allow us to come to you
about that time,

Falth and I are off this week to Rome to stay
with Eric Perth for 10 days, We are looking forward to

seelng your Ambassador there,
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the
As 1t seems to me/Continental problems through

which Edward Grey had to steer in pre-War days were simple

as compared with those which fall to be solved by the British
Government at these times, It may well be that the chickens
which have been wandering through the tangled jungle of mis-
~taken policles are now coming home to roost, Failure to
read aright from the beginning the ambitlions and aspirations
of the Nazi regilerung -- of which fallure, I trust, I am
absolved by the tenor of my letters to you during the past
year)-- have caused the situation with which we stand con-
-fronted to-day to be infinitely more complex than it might
otherwise have been, But, however that may be, the policy
now enunclated by the Prime Minlster, setting forth the
circumstances, and conceivable circumstances, in which Britain
would draw the sword -- which 18 now being forged with redoub-
-led energy -- is a policy of which the great bulk of the
nation approves, The House of Commone approved it without

a division, The Labour Party have since sald that they only
approved of the "rearmament" part of the policy, But they
cannot "have it both ways", Their Leader, Atlee, might
eaglly, in debate, have arisen and said that the Party
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proposed to divide against the Prime Minister's policy, whilst
reserving their approval of an intensive rearmament programme,
But Atlee d4id not do so, The Party did not go into the Div-
-ision Lobby. The facte speak for themselves, namely, that
the European policy adumbrated by the Prime Minister has large
majority support in Britain and throughout the British Common-

-wealth of Nations,
In the course of our dally tasks in

life there 1s often set before us -- with no other alternatives
== & choice of evils, So far as the problem of Italy 1s con-
-cerned, I concelve the greater evil to be that as Germany
grew stronger Italy, if left completely within her orbit, would
inevitably become an obedient tentacle of the German octopus,
and that a German "bloc" from the Baltic to the Mediterranean
(and possibly to the Bosphoros and the Black Sea) with all its
probabilities of a world-hegemony~-seeking conflict, would
become an accomplished fact, If British policy can avert

such a "bloc" 1t will be proceeding in the direction of safe-
-guarding the independence of South Eastern European States,

== now, most unhappily, one less in number -- and in ensuring
the continuance of European peace,

An old friend of mine (since school days)
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Woodroffe by name, was dining with us a few nighte ago, He
1s Chairman of British businesses operating in Central
China (where he has been a great deal in recent years); 1is
& Chinese and Japanese scholar; and a great friend of Chang
~Kai-Shek's and other prominent members of the Chinese
Government, Woodroffe says that the information from vare
~lous quarters that is coming in to him now leads him to the
belief that the beginning of the defeat of Japan, so far as
her aims and objectives in China (particularly South of the
Yellow River) are concerned, is definitely at hand, and, he
thinks, may be much nearer at hand than many people euppose,
We must devoutly hope that he is right in his prognostications,
Your Ambassador in London has kindly invited
ue to lunch with them on April 10th, after our return from
Rome, Then, before Easter, we pack up for An Cala, and are
much looking forward to the Spring growth in our garden, and
to the "Seas and Hills of the West" with all the "freshness
of 1ife" that lingers on and around them,, How fortunate
indeed are we that we have these exceeding pleasures awalting

us at no distant date,
With our every good wilsh,

as ever yours,

di/LquM-«.
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2lat June, 1838.
The Presldent,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.,
U.5.A.

Dear Franklin,

So many thanks for your letter of May 13th. It
1s delightful that it suits you for us to come to you to
Hyde Park after our arrival in New York on October 16th.
We shall look forward to our visit very much indeed. The
plans you envisage for us sound most entrancing. We
will attend your behest and will bring old clothes! I
am pretty good in the "old clothes" line! Falth, not
quite so good! What member of the falr sex really is?!
I am afrald I cannot bring my oldest thing in the way of
clothea! It is a kilt jacket I had made for me in the
year 1903 - 35 years ago!l I could not bring it and wear
1t without bringing and wearing my kilt; so that rules
1t out, as a kilt at Hyde Park would be the cause for -

I am not quite sure what!

Your "old clothes" story 1s quite the best in that

1ine we have ever heard, and amused us mightily! I hope
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I may see that sult! It ought never to be allowed to paas
away into oblivion! A glass case should be its ultimate
resting place!

We had a very intereating vislt to the Perths in
Rome. I was impressed by the joy of the Itallan people
at being able once again publiely to demonstrate thelr
friendly feelings towards Britain., As an Itallan saild to
me, "desplte our newspapers, we Italian people never, even
at the height of sanctions, became anti-British". Nor,
1t may be added, did they ever become pro-German. Between
German and Itallan no affinity exlsts. And the man in
the street in Italy knew well what the Rome-Berlin axls
meant to him, namely, ultimate subjectlon to the aims and
policles of Nazl-iam. He hated, and still hates, the
Spanish adventure, particularly seelng that, as did Davlid
unto Uriah the Hittite, Franco puts the Itallans in the
forefront of the battle. And the introductlion of the
goose-step into the Italian army by Mussolini brought down
a measure of ridicule upon the latter's head. Dictators
gannot afford to be ridiculed by thelr people!

It was very nlce seeing Phillips in Rome, loocking

very well, gnd, as always, immensely liked on all hands.



oF oI AN CaLa,
=-3= IsLE oF SEIL,

|
L]
& ARGYLL.

It was very nice too for me to see, as an old friend of
both, the close contact between him and Perth. It
reminded me of those war-days in Washington when so much
was accomplished, as you well remember, by intimate
friendly contact between your people and curs. Which
reminda me that OGuy Gaunt has been writing his life story
recently in a Sunday newspaper! He tells a good - but
sometimes well-stretched-out - yarn, 1in breezy fashion!

I have not seen him in yeara.

As you truly remark, when predictiona on thls side
in relatlion to European affalrs have been of the gloomlest,
things have miraculously smoothed themselves out. Whether
this will always be so seems to depend upon something
beyond our caleculatlions, namely, the workings of the
abnormal mind of Hitler. From various of my friends in
high British diplomatic ocircles, when I have asked them
in recent weeks in London for their oplnions regarding
the future, I have obtained much the same answer, "It is
impossible to forecast with any precision what will issue
forth from Berchtesgaden." One thing, as it seems to me,
can be sald with some degree of certalnty and that i1s that
from over the edge of the Bavarian Alps there hangs a line
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walting to fish with unsavoury bait in any troubled waters.
As Vansittart sald to me - when Falith and I were lunching
recently in London with him and his wife (whom you remember
well as Mrs. Colville Barclay) - "walk back along any track
that leads in the direction of possible difficulties or
trouble, and you will almost invariably find yourself in
Berlin",

The two outstanding psychological facts that have
emerged since the Spring appear to be firstly that the
Anschluss thoroughly awakensd this country, and Europe
generally, to the real meaning of Naszi-ism, end Nazi
poliecy; and secondly that the stern attitude adopted
several weeks ago towards Nazl designs on Czechoslovakia
was a set-back - the first - to Hitler, and to his prestipge.
He came back in an angry mood from his visit to Roma; and
the Czechoslovakian "set-back", plus the difficulties in
Austria due to the side-tracking of the Austrian Nazis by
the German Nazl hierarchy, hawe further disturbed him.

What will be the affect of all these happenings on him
and his poliey? Who can answer that question? But
upon the answer may hang the 1ssues of peace or war. A
terrible refleotlion that the possibilities of misery and death
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«* for masses of humanity lie in that mountain Chilet at the
mercy of a mind twlsted to believe that it is in proximity
of touch with the Divinity, and 1s cast in superior mould
to that of ordinary mortals. If there be consoling
thoughts, they are firstly, that the inereasing armamenta
of Britain are an insurance against war, and secondly, that
the Czechoslovakian episode served to re-gclothe the
Reichswehr Chiefs with some of their loat power. Strange
indeed 1s the fashion in which fortune hands out her glftal
Here are we, four am twenty yeara after the Great War,
meying for more power to come to the Military Party in
Germany as & meana of furthering the cause of peace!

I was highly delighted to notice your electoral
triumphs, and congratulate you heartily upon them. May
they ald you in the great task of beneficial reforma upon
which you are engaged, and point the way to future victories.

Falth sends to both of you her grentings end beat
wishes, as do I.

As ever yours,

3l Mn. Fesih “
P.8. We shall be going to Ottawa to stay a few days with
John Tweedsmuir after leaving you.
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in 1900. I inherited it and wore 1t steadlly until
1926, when I passed it on to boy James. He still
hacituﬂrurlnlnm time when he is in
the country. A example of Sootch craftsmanship,
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Dear Arthur:-

They tell me your ship gets in
Sunday morning and I am sending this by
my Naval Alde, Commander Callaghan, so yom
will know the plans.

Doubtless you and Faith will
want to go to the hotel for a few hours
and then I hope that you will join me on the
train at the Pennsylvania Station about
4.30 P.M. I will be on my way to Hyde
Park from Washington and this will get us
in in time for supper at Hyde Park.

As ever yours,

Colonel The Homorable Arthur Murray,
New York City,
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The President

The White Housse
Washington, D,C,

Dear Franklin,
Walter Runciman starts two days hence on his all-important

Mission to Prague, and his activities will be well under way be-
fore thls letter reaches pou,

To-day I have received from him a personal letter to your-
gelf which he asks me to send on to you, You will find his letter
enclosed herewith,

The trust reposed in him by both sides -- and indeed by the
bulk of European Governments and peoples -- 18 a tremendous tribute
to him, and a well-placed tribute at that, Of British statesmen
whom I have known in my time his character, outlook, judgment and
Presclence are more akin than those of any other to Edward Grey,
whose close friend he was, I sald to him that were Grey still
with ue he would warmly have approved of his (Runciman's) selec-
=tion for this momentous Mission,

The eyes of civilisation will be focussed upon him, Vast
may be the issues arising from his deliberations, All peace-lov-
-ing peoples will wish him well, And, since British re-armament
attained its present -- and displayed its potential =-- proportions,
there are more peace-loving peoples on the continent of Europe
than there were when Britain was weak! Nevertheless, we must not
be blind to the ageless fact that a leopard cannot change 1ts spots,

The Parllamentary session ended yesterday, Its outstanding
features have been the unquestioned dominance of the Prime Minister,
and the weakness in authoritative personel and in debate of the
Opposition., The Prime Minister's coritics have never challenged the
8incerity of hle desire for peace, and they seem to be becoming
less and less certain that his methods are mistaken,

Falth and I send you our greetings and best wlshes,
We hope that you had a refreshing and healthful trip, and better
fishing than unfavourable weather has given us of late' We are
much looking forward to October,
as ever yours,

Jéa/%nn %Ernﬂﬂa
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Mrs. Murray.

WHO'S WHO FOR DINNER PARTY AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE
ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER B§TH,1938,

Mr, Charles Hebert. Member of the Tariff Commission, Descendant
Of one of the very earliest French Canadian settlers, who
settled in the Island of Montreal about 1640

Miss B, Smart,

Colcnel and Mrs, J.D.Fraser, Honorary Alde-de-Camp to His Excellency,
A lumberman,

Mr, David Johnson. Sclieitor in the Department of Finance.
Mr. R, Fredenburgh, Third Secretary to the Prime Minister,
Mr., John Rowley. Young Barrister.

et . L L F T p—————

Who's WHO FOR DINNER PARTY AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE
on SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30TH, 1938.

Rt e M —

Mr, F.E.Bronson and Miss Bronson., Chairman of the Federal District
[5) ssion, 8 daughter, Miss Bronson, is at Lady Margaret's
Hall, at Oxforad,

Brigadier and Mrs, H.H.Matthews, Ad jutant General of Canada. Has
Just left the command of the Royal Military College, Kingston,
Gnturin.

Colonel and Mrs, Maurice Pope. General Staff of the Department of
National Defence. Mrs, Pope came from Belgium,

Mr, and Mrs, A.D.P,Heeney. First Secoretary to the Prime Minister,

Dr, Robert H, Coats. Dominion Statistician,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 1, 1838.
MEMO FOR THE FRESIDENT
You said you wanted

this returned so you gould

write to her.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Kovember 2, 1938

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SHCHRETARY OF STATE:

I think this will interest you. It is by
an English friend of mine and gives scme interest—
ing parallels. Flease return when you are finished
with it,

FuDuRe

1938

B ITED
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PRIVATE

NOT FOR PUBLICATION

THE CZECHOSLOVAK CRISIS, 1938.

Some sayinge - before, during, and after,

M. Clemonceau, in "1'Homme Libre", February, 1914:- "Are we

Herr

condemned in perpetulty to etudy the Kaiser's face every
morning in order to know whether we shall be allowed to
live in peace for yet another day, comgratulating our-
selves that the moment has not yet come when that gra-
clous monarch will decide that his interest lies in
wringing our neck?"

Hitler, in "Mein Kampf":- "The traditional foreign pol-

Icy of the German natlon shall and mist run as follows:
Hever allow the existence of two Continental Powers in
Europe. Regard it as a duty to prevent ... a second
military Power coming into existence, and ... should such
a State already exist, to strike it down.

"The results of an alliance with England and Italy

+++ 8nd ... a rapprochement with these two countries ...
would give Germany the opportunity of making, at her

absolute leisure, those preparations which would require
to be taken in order to settle our score with France....
France, the deadly Enemy of our Feople, would become
isolated......

"It is only when .... the vitality of the German
nation ... is concentrated on an active and final reck-
oning with France and engages in one last decisive fight
with really ambitious aims, only then, I say, will it be
possible to terminate the averlasting and intrinsically

barren contest between us and France; provided always
that Germany sees in the annihilation of France only a

meane to give our nation the opportunity to expend In
another place......

"™e lational Socialists must assure to the German
people the land and territory which ie their due on
this earth ..... The right to land and territory can
become & duty when, without territorial expansion, a
great people appeare doomed to decay. And particularly
ig this the case, when we are not dealing with any odd
FWigger people but the German Universal mother, which hae
given the world of today its cultural form ..... No
grace from any other peonle will give us the land, but
only the force of a victorious sword ...... I must

I:/Z"Lr":w*‘-ﬂ". P...i L
-
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turn in the gharpest manner conceivabls against those
national scribblers who see in such a violation of ter-
ritory a violation of sacred human rights ....... SR
"A State that in an age of racial poisoning de-
votes 1tself to the cultivation of its best racial
elements must one day become Lord of the Earth"......

(The foregoing passages from "Mein Kampf" were
either censored or omitted in the English edition.)

Chancellor Hitler, to an associate, at the time of Germany's
departure from the League of Nations In 1084:- "It
will be Detier for Germany to be outside the League for
then we can delight the world with our surprises.”

Herr Himmler, at the Memorial Service, in July 1933, in
honour of the assassins of Dr, Hothenau:- "We acmowledge
freely and frankly that we honour your deed as a great
historical act, and that we will always regard it in
that light. ZLike you, we men of tha 5.5, ars roady
every moment to be unstinting of the blood both of our-
selves and of others, if it concerns the Fatherland".

Dr. Goebbels, at Nuxemberg, April 7, 1938:- "Opportunities
&re rare ........ We believe that the rare moment has
come when the world will be distributed anew...........

"It is said abroad that Nazis are so disagreeabla;
that they are always springing surprises; and that the
worst of 1t was that they always did thie at week-ends
when Cabinet Ministers were ocut of town, Well, when we
oceupied the Fhineland we walted until Britain and France
had begun to quarrel about Abyssinia, and when the
feathers were flying we eaid, ‘now 1t is our turn'!

The problem of Colonies too must be solved. ‘e cannot
say when it will be solved. Just as it was impossible

to predict when Austria would be incorporated, the Rhine-
land reoccupled or conseription introduced, but all

these problems were solved when the Reich was small."

Chancellor Hitler, at Munich, April 1938:- "I do not believe
that there can be peace among the nations until they all
have the same law and system of laws. That is why I .
hope that National Socialism will one day extend over
the whole world. This is no fantastic dream but an
achievable object."




Herr

Konrad Henlein, leadsr of the Sudeten German Party, at

Herr

Prague, Uctober B, 19a6:- "By ldentifylng ourseives
with the Czechoslovak State we assent also to the funda-
mental idea of democracy which guarantees the equal
rights of peoples, and we are firmly resolved to put
into effect and utilise all the resourcee of diplomacy,
in order to reach a peaceful and profitable co-opera-
tion between the peoples of this State, and thus to
contribute substantially to the pacification of the
whole of Central Europe.

"We mesess the Czech people, whose destiny is in-
extricably bound up with oure in these territories, as
a cultural natlon equal in quality te all peoples in
Central Burope."

Henlein, speaking in London, in 1534:- "I have never

Herr

at any time had any relations with the present German
Government. I have never seen Herr Hitler. I have
never spoken to him; I have never corresponded with him
or negotiated with him in any way."

Henlein, in a lecture before the Royal Institute of In-

Herr

ternational Affalirs, London, 1945:- W"Both pan-Germanlsm
and pan-Slaviem lead inevitably to a catastrophe. Those,
therefore, who are ssriously concerned about peace in
Burope, and regard the discussion of peace not as mare
empty tallk, which involves no commitmentse, must finally
once and for all drop all those imperialistic ideas."

Herr

Henlein, in an interview with a rgErununtatiwu of "The
Dally Telegrapn" in December, 13 erritorial re-
vielon of treaties 1s no solution. It is imposeible to
detach the German-speaking parts of Czechoslovakia from
the Hepublic. Pan-Germanism, as a EZuropean policy, is
at least as disastrous as pan-Slavism, and will lead to
catastrophe."

Henlein, at Prague, February, 1936:- "It is ridiculous

in itself to allege that I and my fellow-workers, who
to-day comprise the mouthpieces of the Sudeten German
Home Front, have in thought and speech borrowed from
German fational Socialism, or that we have taen any
lessons from it."



Chancellor Eitler, making for the first time o significant

relerence to the Suaeten Germans in a speech to the
Reichstag, February, 15936:- "I will not tolerate the
continued oppression of 9,500,000 Germens."

Field-Marshal Gﬂring. after the Austrian Anschluss, to the

Gzech Vinister in Berlin, March, 1908:- "Germany has
no nostile intentions against Czechoslovakia. I give
yvou my word of honour, and I can add that we wisgh only
for better relations".

Field-Marshal G8ring, at Vienna, aftoer the Anschluss, March,

t-= WIT anyone gete In my way I will step con his
gat."

Prime Minister Chamberlain, ian the House of Commons, March

24, 1038:— "Hritaln can cive no guarantee to go Aauto-
matically to the assistance of Czechoslovaltia should
she be attacked. Nor can she pledge herself to glve
full militarr aid to France under the Franco-Czecho-
glovals Treaty. If war broke out, however, other coun-
tries besldes those which were partias to the original
diepute might almost immediately be involved. This is
aspecially trus in the case of two countries like
Britain and France, with long associations of friend-
ship, with interests closely inter-woven, davoted to
the same idsals of democratic liberty and determined to
uphold them."

Captain Fritz Wiedemann, Hitler's Adjutent who visited Londen,

Herr

in o message to Lord Halifax, July 20, 1948:- "Ihe
German Government is anxious for a peaceful esolution of
the Sudeten-German problem, and Herr Hitler is convinced
that with goodwill on both sides a worlting arrangement
can bs reached!,

Henleln, in conversation with a special correspondent at

Eger (Sudetenland), July 25, 1J88:- "I absolutely rule
out war as @ poesible solution of our Sudeten difficul-
ties, no matter how the comminicatlions turn out ........
We do not ask for annexatlon to the German Reich".

Prime Minlster Chamberlain, in the House of Commons, September

' i- "On September 1 Herr Hedleln went to Berchies-
gaden to consult with Ferr Hitler about the situation.....
after his return it became clear that the Sudeten leaders
insieted on the complete satisfaction of the eight Carls-
bad points ,..... Herr Hitler's speech at Nuremberg on
September 12, and in particular hie reference to German
support for the cause of the Sudeten Germans, hai an
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immediate and unfortunate effect nmong those people. Serious
rioting took place ...... martial law was proclaimed .....

on Sentember 14 Herr Henlein issued a proclamation that the
Carlsbad points were no longer enough, and .... theresupon
fled to Garmui

Prime Minister Chamberlain, in the House of Commons on the eve

%

of Lord funciman's departuro for Prague, July 26, 1908:- "We
have impressed upon the Government of Gzechoslovaria and also
upon the German Government our own sense of the desirability
of restraint. We have noted with satisfaction the efforts
which the Czech Government have made, and we have also been
very happy to receive assurances, only recently renewed, from
the German Government of thoir own desire for & peaceful solu-

tion. M

Fiald Marshal Ggring. August, 1938:- "We got well ahead in re-

armament |V

Prime Minister Chamberlain, in the House of Commons, September
29, 1908:~ "During August Lord Hunciman's efforts had Deen

we

directed, with a considerable measurs of succees, towards
bringing the Sudeten and Czechoslovak negotiators together.
In the meantime ..... early in Ausust, we received reports

of military preparations in Germany on an extensive scale
++++s His Majesty's Ambassador in Berlin was instructed in

the middle of August to point out to the German Government
that these abnormal measures could not fall to be inter-
preted abroad as a threatening gesture towards Ozechoslo-
valria..... Herr von Ribbentrop replied in a letter in which

he refused to discuss the military measures referred to, and
expressed the opinion that the British efforts in Prague had
only served to increase Ozech intransigence. In the face of
this attitude His Majesty's Government, through the Chancellor
of the EZxchequer, who happened to be speaking at Lanark on
August 27, drew attention again to some words I had used on
March 24 in this House. He declared that there was nothing

to add or to vary in the statement which I had made .......
Towards the end of August further events occurred which
marked the lncreasing seriousness of the situation. The French
Government ,... took certain precautionary measures, including
the calling up of reserves to man the Maginot Line ....... On
August 31 Sir Neville Henderson gave & strong personal warning
to the State Secretary at the Wilhelmstrasse regarding the
probable attitude of His Majesty's Government in the event of
German aggression against Czechoelova¥i:, On September 1 the
Ambassador repeated as a personzl snd most urgent message the



varning he hnd already given to the State Secretary on

the previous day ,...... The Anbassador was at Nurembarg
from September 9 to September 12, and he took every op-
portunity to impress on the leading German personalities,
such as Fleld Marshal GBring, Herr von Ribbentrop, Dr.
Goebbels, Baron von Neurath, and Baron won Welazaciker the
attitude of His Majesty's Govornment as set forth in my
speach of March 24 and repeated by my right hon. friend,

the Chaneellor of the Exchequer, on Avzuet 27. Our Am-
bassador reported that there can be no ground for any

doubt in the minds of the Gorman Government as the result
of those efforts. Lest such action might have a contrary
effect to what was intended, it was decided not to make any
personal representation to Herr Hitler himself. The French
Government were informed of the warnings which had been con-
veyed by S5ir Neville Hendersen at Nuremberg, On Septomber 9
the Cabinet decided to take cortnin preceutionary naval
measures, including the commiseioning of mina-layers and
mine-sweepers, and on September 11 I made a statement to
the Press ..... stressing in particular the probability, in
certaln eventualities, of Great Britain golng to the assist-
ance of France. His Majesty's Government felt that in the
interests of Czechoslovakia it was vital for Dr. Benes to
£o unresorvodly to the limit of concession., Dr. Benes re-
sponded to these expectations ..... His Majesty's Minister
in Prague was instructed on September 22 to inform Dr. Benes
that His Majestr's Government were profoundly conscious of
the immense sacrifices to which the Czechoslovak Govern-
ment had agreed, and the great public spirit they had shown.
The Czech nroposals, the so-called Fourth Plan, had been rut
forward in the hope of averting a general disaster and sav-
ing Czechoslovakia from invasion. The Czechoslovalk Govern-
ment's readiness to go to such extreme limits of concession
assured her of n measure of sympathy which nothing elses could
have arouged, "



Lord Runoiman, in his Report of Soptembor 21, 1938:; - "In my
opinion == and I believe in the opinlon of The more re-
sponsible of the Sudeten leaders =- the so-called Czech
Fourth Plan embodied almost all the requirements of the
Karlsbad eight points, and with a little olarification
and extension could have been made to cover them in
their ontirety, Nogotiations should at once have been
resumed on this favoursble and hopeful basisj but little
doubt remains in my mind that the very fact that they
were so favourable operated against their cheances with
the more extreme members of the Sudeten German PATtYs o »
The Czech Government geve way at once to the demands
of the Sudeten German party in the matter of the incident
at Mihrisch-Ostrau on September 7, but I am convinced
that this did not suit the policy of the Sudeten
extremists, and that incidents were provoked and in-
stigated en September 11, and with greater effoct after
Herr Hitler's speech at Niroemberg on September 12.

* « « o Direotly and indirectly, the connexion between
tho chief Sudeton lcaders and the Govermment of the
Reieh had become the dominant factor in the situation
the dispute was no longer an internal one. It was not
part of my function to attempt mediation between
Czechoslovekis and Germany. Responsibility for the
final break must, in my opinion, rest upon Herr Henlein
end Herr Frank and upon those of their supporters inside
and outside the country who were urging them to oxtreme
and ﬁmﬂ.t“iﬂml aokion o4 o 5 & & 47

Prime Minister Chamberlain, in House of Commons, Septembor 28

P - & rr or) mode plein (at Borehtesgaden
on September 15) that he had mede up his mind that the
Sudeten Germans must have the right of returning if they
wished to the Reich. If they sould not mchieve this by
their own efforts, he would assist thom to do so, and he
declered categoricmlly that rather thon wait he would be
EruEs.rad to risk a world war., AT one polnt he complained
of Britia cats agnins s to which I replied that
he must distinguish betweon & throat and a warning, and
that he might have just ocmuse for complaint if I allewed
him to think that in no ciroumstances would Groat Britain
g0 to war with Germany when in foeot there were conditions
in which such a continpency might arise.

"So strongly did I get the impression thet the
Chanccllor wns contemplating en immediete invesion of

Czochoslovekia thot I nslked him why he had ellowod mo_to
travel all that way, sinco I was eoviden Yy Wasting my timo. . .




"1 have no doubt now, looking buok, that my visit
alone Rruwntod on invesion, for which everything wis
reo E.

Prime Ministor Chamborlain, in the Housc of Commens, Soptember
20, 19383 = [#%3 mHEiEH‘E mﬁ:efing with Herr H{fiur at
ﬂéunﬁrg on Septomber 23, 1938) "I spoke vory frenkly . . .+ .
and I bitterly repronched the Chanceller for his failure
to rospond in any way to the offorts which I had made to
S0CUre ponots » » « Horr Hitlor repoated to mo with groat
oarnostnoss thot this was the lost of his torritorinl
embitions in Europe . + . » It is truc hc said, 'There
is one owkwerd question, the Colonics, but thot is not a
matter for wor - there will be no mobilization about
that's + « »

"e + + JYostorday morning Sir Horace Wilson re-
sumed his conversations with Horr Hitler and . » « .
by my instructions ropeated to him in procise terms . . .
the upshot of our conversations with the French on the
25th and 26th, namcly, that if the Czochs reject the
German Memorendum and Germany nttocks Czechoslovakin, we
hed been informed by the French Govermment that they
would fulfil their obligations to Czechoslownkin, and
that should the forees of Fronce in consequonce became
aetively engnged in hostilities agninst Germeny the
British Government would foel obliged to support them . . .
Herr Hitler informed Sir Hornece Wilson thot notion would
be taken at 2 p. m. todoy. « o« o"

Chaneellor Hitler, in letter to Prime Ministor Chamberlain,

September 23, 1088: = "Tho behaviour of the Czocho-

slovok Government can enly be deseribed during recent
woeks ond days as mndness.,. The situntion is unbearable

ond will now be torminoted by mo."

Presidont Roosovelt to Herr Hitler, September 27, 1938; =
"The question bofore the world today, Mr. Chancellor,
is not a question of errors of judgment or injustices
committed in the past. It is o question of the fote
of the world todey and tomorrow. . . « « The present
negotiations still stond open. Thoy can be continued
if you give the word."

Prime Minister Chumberlain, in the iHouse of Commons, Octobor
3; 15351 outlined the differonce between Horr ﬂiﬂar'n




Lord

"Godosberg" Momorandum and the "Four=Powors" Agroc=

mont o Il ng followsgsy =

Homorendum was, in foet,
on ultimatum with & time
lim.it' of Hix dﬂ.}"ﬂ-

Evocuntion and ocoupn=
tion of territery by Germen
foroes to bo oomploted in
one oporation by Ootober 1.

Gorman line on Godesberg
mop tock in creas not pro-
dominantly Gormun in chorne=
tor,.

Areas on Czech sido to bo
submitted tc plobiseite 1nid
down by Germany, whervos

those on German side left une

dﬂfiﬂﬂda
German ocoupntion of
pleblscite crea up to time

MUNICH

Agresment reverted
to tho originnl Anglo=
French proposols.

Eveountion and occoupn=-
tion to bo carricd ocut in
five oclearly dofined stagos
between Ootober 1 end 10.

Linc now to bo fixod by
an Intornational Commis-
sion.

Plebisoite orons to be
defined by Interontional
Cammission, the oriterion
to be their predominantly
Gorman oheractor.

Plebiseite onrens to bo
ocoupied at once by an

of plebiscito, nnd then troopsintornntionnl force.

to bo withdrovn.
Momorandum did not in-

diento how wote would be

takon, roising fears that

lorge arees might be sclected

which would operete disad=
vantogeously to Csocho=
Slovokin,

Evacuntion without danng-
ing existing installotions,
and no food, cattle, or row
moterinls to bo movod.

Plobiseito to be teken
on the Soer basis by amnll
odministrative croas,

Agreemont inecluded
soveoral volunblo provi-
sions which found no plnce
in the Godosberg Memorondam.

Chotfield, ex-First Sco Lord of the Admiralty, in the

House of Lords, Uctober ©, 1048: - "Ihere 1s no roason

Tor the British Empirc to be afraid of anybody so long
ns wo keop strong. It is said we have lost prestige.
I do not belicve it. We werc led into an improctiocable
position, and had to sbandon it. Those who lod us there,
not the netion ns o whole, havo lost prestige.

"o militory notion could hnve saved Czechoslownkin.
Whot woas the good of saying to o man in o lion's den,
'Never mind if he does ont you up, I am going to stop his
retions for the future'. That wos all the British Navy

could hove donn."



the Liberal
Opposition, in the House of Commong, October 3, 1938:-
"Whatever view is taken of recent events there is no
oxcuse for us falling now to take every precaution in
our power in every sphere of nationnl deience and
notional life. (Loud cheers.) To put it bluntly,
democracies have to show themselves as resolute in
policy and in spirit ae netions under any other form
of government."

Chancellor of the Fxchequer, Sir John Simon, K. C., M. P.,

g bar % 1939:- "For the
first time, so far us I inow, Herr Hitler hus made
some concession. It must be o very difficult thing
for the head of a totalitarien State to retreat. It
is like a motor car thut hus zot no reverse gour,
(Laughter.) . . . . . If there was o mar-enthusissm
in Germuny in 1914, therc is no war entlusiasm today.
Is there not a world of difference between the Baerlin
that shouted '%0t streis inglund', and the Berlin thut
blessce the name of the Prime Ministor of Englund?

* +» » » » The hend of the British Governmeni is no
longer «n abstraction to Nuzi Cermany. Not all the
machinery of Herr Goebbels can prevent the vigible
presence of the British Irime Minister being known to
the Germen people. He is o personality, he has
descended from the shies und has made contact with
the Fihrer. . . . » . He hes snatched peace from the
Jaws of war."

kip, K. C., M. P., in
14382 -  "(reat

Britain huag always borne the | en of giving the
maximum possible effect that could be secured to the
Covenant of the League of Nations. ie have respoctad
2ll ocur pledges, in the spirit and in the letter.®

¥ s P dopendent Labour Par in the House
of QOcto di- "I cycled over 1000
miles through Praguc snd Vienna to Berlin. . . . . I
am entitled to say gencrously to the man st the hend
of aifairs in o difficult situation, if he averted war
and gave a breathing space to the world, 'Well done,
thou goed and faithful servant.! (Loud Ministerial
cheering.) . . . . . In hiz speech last night, Mr. Chur-
chill spoke about the struggle for democracy. I
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remembor 5ir Samuel Hoarc, Secretury of State for
India, standing at that dispatch box for weoks on end
advocating o limited constitution for India und

Mr. Churcehill oppoeing it. His lovo of democracy
soems & very unreal thing. ....... Gormins to whom I
gpoke in Germany were afraid to refer to Hitler by
nume. They called him 'Uncle'. One day a German
friend greetod me with the words: 'I have good news
ior you, McGovern. Your Uncle is coming to see our
Uncle.' (Loud laughter.) . . . . . I belicve in that
which wag done to preserve peace. I believe that the
men and women in the street - snd this is where I disa-
gree with large numbers of the leaders of the working
class movement - did not care what the terms were.
They vere thankiul thot ponce wes ensured. They did
not reason it out. Many of those who did reason it
out would have fought with the other men's body. I
am not for fighting with the other man's body." (Loud
Ministerial cheers.)

cello er, at Berlin, October 1938:-

"During the last months snd weeks I have had a great
foreign helper. In my last speech I have already
thanked that man who, as 2 loyzl and preat friend,
stepped behind Germany - Benito Mussolini.

"I must also thank those tuwo great statesmen who,
in the lao recognized atness of the
Bop.nt, and who declared themselves ready to work
ior the golution of one of the most urgont problems,
and who thus encbled me to stretch out my hond for an
understanding.

"But above all, my gratitude goes out to the
German people. . . . . At o time when mmdreds and
hundreds of thousands of men were drafted for labour,
and when other hundreds of thousunds were called to
the colours, not a single purchase was made from fear,
and no woman had doubts. . . . .

"We did not have to close any savings banks. We
did not have to close any banks. WNe had no diffi-
citltios in our business life. I mast say it - I am
proud of my German people. . . . .

"One of the pgreatest crises of Burope has been
ended, und all of us, not only in Germany, but beyond
it, cen, for the first time, really look forward to
Christmas. It shall be for us all a true festiwval of
peace.
"Ho one in the world will help us,if we do not help
oursclves. . . . . » We are +5liged to recognize how




Pr

immensely we are indebted to our unknovm compatriots,
the innumerable small poople. In these lost months
hundrede of thousunds of Germun worikman have been
suddenly taken avay from their srofessions. They were
told one day to pack thudir umell trunks and go tu the
fest. A pigaitic army of workmen Lau erected a wall
of ateal and concrete {or the protection of all of us
in Germany. They had to leave gehind 0ll comforts of
the ordinary eitizen; wife und children, und their
pluce of work, and to ndogt & new and often more dif-
Ticult work, Thoy had to put up with any inconveniences,
bad quarters - even coumunal usrters. Of course we
tried to make it bearaile, tut neveriheless we must be
thankful to them. . . . . he must all bear in mind what
we owe tu the German cousninity, which ls a communi ty
of sucrifice. This woudertul comminlty hoz made it
posaible for ue to solve the necessary Sudeten problem
without fighting. What sucrifices fighting would have
demanded. . . . . We know thut all human things require
in the last resort the Lleasing of Providence, but we
kmow slso that Providence only gives ite blessing to
those who are worthy of it. I believe we have all had
so much happiness in this year thet we all mist volun-
tarily bring our sacrifice to this happiness, in order
to show our gratitude to Providence, which has protect-
ed our people from suffcring, and has given the greatest
happiness to milliono of Germuns."

i berla in the House of on Jdeto
1938: - "Tusso seseiged of Presldsct Rousevelt, so falend- e ly
4% and yet so persuusively framed, showed how the voice
of the moet powerful nation in the world could make it-
gelf heard ncross 3000 miles of oceun nnd awny the minda
of men in Europe."

Jon Magefield in "The Times", October 4, 1938:- "Let this

country never forget President Aoosevelt's magnificent,
wise, timely and perhips decisive intervention at an

instant when peace seemed impossible."

in, in of Co Octob
1938:- "I say in the name of this House nnd of the people
of this country that Czechoslovakia has earned our sdmira-
tion and respect for her restraint, for her dignity, for
her magnificent discipline in face of such a trial as any
nation has ever been called upon to meet. Genersl Syrovy,
her Prime Minister, said the other night in his broad-
cast: 'The Covernment could have decided to stand up
againet overpowering forcesz, but it might have meant the
death of millions.'
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Primetﬂiniatar Chamberlain, in the House of Commons, Detober
&, 1938; - "Hobody who has been through what 1 had to go
through, who day after day was face to famce with the
thought that in the last resort it would be I and I alone
who would have to say that 'Yes' or 'No' which would
decide the fate of millions of my countrymen, of their
wives and their families -- a man who has been through
that cannot readily forget it. (Sympathetic Ministerial
sheerse.) « + + s &

" Looking back now on those events I feel convinced
that by my action -- I claim no credit for my action, for
I think it was only what anyone in my position would have
felt it his duty to do -- I say that by my sction I did
avert war. I am equully sure thuet I was right in doing
so. (Ministerial cheers.) -

"War today -- this has been said before, and I say it
again -- war today is a different thing not only in degree
ut in kind from what it used to be. We no lenger can
think of war as it was in the days of Marlborough or the
days of Napoleon or even in the days of 1914. When war
starts today, in the very first hour, before any profes-
sional soldier or sailor or airman has been touched, it
will strike the workman, the elerk, the man in the street
or in the bus and his wife and children in their homes.
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Speaker, when you think of these
things you cannot ask people to mccept a prospect of that
kind, you cannot force them into a position where they
would have to mccept it, unless you feel yourself and
make them feel that the cause for which they are going to
fight is5 & vital cause, o cause that transcends all the
ordinary human values, a cause to which you ean point
some day if you won the victory and say: 'That cause is
safe.' (Ministerial cheers.)

"Since I first went to Berchtesgaden more than 20,000
letters and telegrams have come to No. 10, Downing Street.
Of couwse I have only been able to look at a tiny fraction
of them, but I have seen enough to know that the peaople
who wrote did not feel that they had such & cause to fight
for if they were asked to go to war in order that the
Sudeten CGermans might not jein the Rediech. . . + + «

That is how they are feeling. That is my answer to those
who sey that we should have told Germany weeks ago that
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if her army crossed the border of Czechoslovakia we
should be et war with them. We had no treaty obliga-
tions, we had no legal lisbilities to Czechoslovakia.
If we had said that, we should have felt that we
should have received no support from the people of the
country. (Hear, hear.)

"What we did do -- it was the only course, I think,
that we could take -- was twofold. We advised the
Czech Government repeatedly to come to terms with the
Sudeten Germans, and when Germany mobilized we uttered
no threats but we did utter a warning. We warned her
again and again that if, in consequence of her obliga-
tions, Frunce became invelved in mctive hostilities
with Germany, wo would be bournd to support her. When
we were convinced, a8 we must have been convinced, that
nothing could keep the Sudoten lands eny longer within
the Czechoslovakian State, we urged the Czech Govern-
ment a8 strongly as we could to agree to the cesslon of
the territory and to sgree promptly.

"I pay my tribute to the wisdom and the courage of
M. Benes in mccepting our advice and the advice of the
French Government. I agree that it wes & hurd decision
for anyone who loves his country to teke, but to meccuse
us of heving by that advice betrayed Czechoslovakia is
simply preposterocus. (Ministerial cheers.) What we
did was to seve her from annihilation == (hear, hear) ==
and pive her a chance of & new life as & new Stote
which, even if it involves the loss of territory and
fortifications, will perhaps enable her to enjoy in the
future and to develop a national existence in neutrality
and & security comparable to that which we ses in
Switzerland today. (Cheers.) Therefore I think that
the Government deserves the approval of this House --
{chesrs) -- for its conduct of affairs in this recent
erisis, which saved Czechoslovakia from destruction and
Burope from Armageddon. (Loud cheers.) That is all I
want to sey about the past and I come to the future.

"I do not believe that war is ineviteble. (Hear,
hear.) Someone put into my hand a remark made by the
great Pitt about 1787, when he said:-
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'To suppose that wny nation can be unalterably
the enemy of another is weank and childish, end has
its foundation neither in the cxperience of nations
nor in the history of men.:

"It seems to me that the strongest argument apainst
the inevitability of war is to be found in something
that has been recognized in every single part of the
House, that is, the universal aversion te war of the
people, their hatred of the notiom of starting to kill
one another again. (Cheers.)

"What iz the wlternetive to this bleak snd barren
policy of the inevitability of war? In my view it is
that - we should seek, by every means in our power, to
avold wer by analysing its possible causes -- (hear,
hear) -- and by trying to remove them -- (hear, hear) =-
by discussion in a spirit of collaboration snd good will.
(Cheers.) I cannot believe thet such & programme would
be rejected by the people of the country even if it does
mean the ostablishmont of personal contact with dictators
end talk, man to man, on the basis that each is free to
maintain his own ideas of the internal government of his
ecountry, willing to sllow that other systems may suit
better other people. (Ministerial cheers.)] I do indeed
beliesve thet we may yet secure peace in our time, but I
never meant te suggest that we would do that by diserming
until we can induce others to disarm too. Our past
experience has shown us only teo cleerly that weakness
in ermed strength means weakness in diplomuey. OQOur
diplomecy is to secure lasting peaces, and I realize that
diplomacy cannct be effective unless there is & conscious-
ness, not only here but elsewhere, that behind the diplomacy
is the strength to give effect to it. (Ministerial cheers)

“"One good thing at any rate has come out of this
emergency through which we have passed. It has thrown
a vivid light on our preparations for defence, on their
strength and their weakness. I would not think we were
doing our duty if we had not already ordered that o
prompt snd thorough inquiry should be mede to cover the
whole of our preparstions, military and civil, in erder
to see, in the light of what happemed during these hectic
duys, what further steps muy be necessary to make good
our deficiencies in the shortest possible time. (Minis-

terisl choers.)
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"1 think nobody could fail to have been impressed
by the fact the emergency brought out thut the whole
people of this country, whatever their cccupation,
whatever their class, whatever their situation, are
ready to do their duty, however disagroeable, however
hard, however dangorous that duty might be. (Cheers.)

"Pfnally, I would like to repeat what the Chancellor
of the Exchequer suld yesterday in his great speech --
(Lpud Ministerisl echeers) -- that our policy of appease-
ment does not mean that we are going to seek new friends
at the expense of old ones, or, indeed, at the expense
of any other nations st all. I do not think that at any
time there has been a more complete unity of views
wetween the French Government and ourselves than there
is at the present time. Their objective is the same AS
ours, to obtein the sollaboratisn of all natioms, not
excluding the totaliterisn States, in building up &
lasting pesce for Europe. (Hear, hear.)

FThat seems to me to be & policy.....which should
sommand the support of all who believe in the power of
human will to control human destiny; and.....this House
can, by a decisive majority, gshow its approval of the
Government's determination te pursue it." (Loud and
prolonged Ministerial cheers.)

Foreign Secrets Viseount Halifax, in the House of Lerds,
Octobter &, l938:- efore 1 close W your lordships
S1low me to say something of the part which it has fallen
to the Prime Minister to play in these events? (Cheers.)
His courage in teking every political risk, his persever-
anoe and faith in refusing to admit failure, his resouroe
in the invention of new means to snatch success whem all
gesm to have failed =- these Bre things that the world
has understood. They were indeed the gqualities by which
the nations were led back from the great darkness that
seemed to be {inally descending on them.
wBut what 1 think the world can fever mMeasure Was
the almost unbearable weight that rested personally and
alone upon his shoulders. (Cheers.) This, no collengues
eeuld share, and for the menner in which he bore it no
thanks of his fellow-men cun be too great. (Cheers. )
He was engaged all those days in & rTace against time,
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the stakes the lives of millions, and I shall always be
grateful for the privilege of having been allowed to
work so closely with him.

"In one of the country Churches of Fngland is set
an inseription to its builder, who had had the faith to
build it nearly 3500 years ago during the elvil war. It
is, I think, in spirit not inapt to express some of our
deeper thought on what it has been, under God, permitted
to the Prime Minister to do. It runs thus:-

'In the year 1643 when all things sccred were
either demolished or profuned this Church was built
by onoe whose singular pruoise it is to have done the
best things in the worst times and to heve hoped
them in the most culumitous.'™ (Loud cheers.)

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir John Simen, M.P., speaking
at SBheifield, October 13, 19386;- "His Majesty's Govern-
ment has entered on & vigorous, complete, remorseless,
and urgent survey of the lessons of the erisis. It is
just as well we have had to try out our preparations
under the conditions of an actusl erisis. It is still
more to the good that it was only a trial, for there is
much to improve. We are now given an opportunity of
correcting errors and filling omissions. At the same
time do not let us undermine or underrate the forethought
and thoroughness of the arrangements that were made.

« » s » » » I am not entering on any controversy between
volunteering and compulsion, though I would observe that
compulsion is not the same thing as organization. But
how much more valuasble volunteer offers of help would be
if in each case choice and allotment of the essential
national work had been made beforehand. There is a
widespread realization that the organizetion of manpower
is a very complicated task. We must not wait for this
organization until the erisis recurs. In whatever may
be the most appropriste form we must do it now."

Chancellor Hitler, ot Murcmberg, September 12, 1938:- "The
Holy Homen Empire be,ins to Dreathe Ggain. o » o »

I had the insignie of the old Reich brought to
Nupemberg in order to induce not only my own nation but
glso the whole world to consider that more than a thou-
sand years before the discevery of e new world a mighty
Germanic Relch existed. « « « « &
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"The German Relch has slumbered for & long time;
the Gorman people have now awokened and taken their
thousand-year=old crown to thamselves.”

(In "The Holy Roman Bmpire" of Charlemagne was
incorporated the territory which now comprises France,
Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, most of Germany,
Northern Italy, Istria, Dalmetia, Bohemis, and a
portion of Northern Spein).

Mr. Ward Price, describing Chancellor Hitler's "ratreat" near
Berchtesgaden, in “Tﬁa Duily Weil", opptember 19, 16881 -
TThis unique and all but inaccessible retreat has
seeretly emerged from the solid rock to the Fuhrer's
order.

"He intends it &5 & pluce to which he can retire for
conference und reflection in a solitude guarded by sheer
precipices 3,000 feet deep on every side.

"Drifts of cternal snow fill the hollows of the
surrounding crags, whose isolation it shares 6,000 fect
above the sou.

"4 specially built motor-spproach winds for five
miles up the steep side of the Hohen Goll towards it,
und at last.reuches & shelf built out of the perpendicu-
lar cliff-face.

"Heavy bronze double doors in thc solid rock here
open to reveal a corridor 130 yerds long and 20 feet
broad, walled with unpolished marble, and lit by bronze
elegtric lamps, which leads straight into the stone heart
of the mountain.

"pt the end of this Alpine tunnel -- fentastie though
it may seem -- is the entrance to & great copper-lined
1lift with leather seats.

"It might be in some luxurious hotel instead of the
bowels of the Alps, and it carries a dozen people at o
time on & three-minutes journey up a shaft 400 feet high
to the palace on the Kehlstein."

The plain people of Europe, October, 1936:- "Are we condemned
In perpetulty to study Hitler's face every morning in
order to know whether we shall be allowed to live in
peace for yet snother day, congratulating ourselves thut
the moment hus not yet come when that gracious personage
will decide thut his interest lies in wringing our neck?"

ARTHUR MURRAY

Qctober 12, 1938.
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MARCH 10, 1926
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

Frow The MWhite House

MWashington

November 3 1938

U §. COVIRNMEINT FEINTING OFFICE TaTez

Colonel the Honorable and Mrs, Arthur Murray
on Board Steamship Dutéhess of Richmond,

Montreal, Canada.,

Bon voyage to you both,
I miss you much at Hyde Park,

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT,

very soon,

Come back again
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PARK OUR LOVE=
FAITH AND ARTHUR MURRAY
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Carrma’mn House
j’[er’tford S’rree’f W. 1.
C"mH. 0495,
December 15th, 1938

Dear Franklin,

For one good reason and another -- hig preparations
for, and absence in Paris, and my absence on business from
London ~- I have been unable until this week to get into
contact with the Prime Minister,. However, a date and hour
having been finally fixed, I went down to the House Yesterday
evening and had a good talk with him, I may say that ten
days ago I went to the Foreign Office and conversed for some
time with Halifax, These two are working very closely
together so far as Forelgn Affairs are concerned, They are
both wise and far-seeing men, with great experience of Local
and National governmental problems behind them; and both
eéssentially straight in their outlook on life, Nor are they
Bubject to any i1llusione with regard to the people with whom
they are faced on the Continent of Europe. Theirs is the
Pollicy of Edward Grey -- as I saw 1t closely during the years
before the War -- to offer the hand of friendeship to Germany,
but not at the expense of exieting friendships, whilst at the
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same time watching assiduously every move of possible oppon-
-ents, and making vigorous preparations to meet any emergency,
Thie policy -- as in pre-war days -- certainly is in keeping
¥ith the desires and aims of the majority of the citizens of
the country, And 1f, unhappily, war were to come, this
Pollicy would achieve, as did the policy of Grey, the entry
into the war of a practically unanimous nation,

I gave to the Prime Minister in my talk wAth him
the personal greetings and messages from yourself, These he
appreciated very much, He asked me to tell you that he was
immensely grateful to you for all that you had done and were
doing, not only by your very powerful messages to Hitler at
the time of the crisis, but generally by your exceedingly
sympathetic and helpful attitude throughout these trying times,
He wished me to tell you that the meesages which I gave him
from you, and your sympathetic attitude were most encouraging
to him; and, I may add, on my own, that it was quite clear to
me, watching him closely as he talked, that he felt deeply
what he was saying, and did derive real encouragement therefrom,
In parenthesis, I may say that despite the continuous strain
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on him he is looking remarkably fit and well, self-confident
and determined, The strain is heavier in that, as he said,
"you never know from day to day what these fellows are going
to do", Of one thing I am certain and that 18 -- and I
am convinced you will agree -- that he bears the strain so
well, and looks so fit, because he ie a fisherman; and a very
good one at that!

I conveyed to him the formulae -- he at once so
Named them -- which, as you will remember, you worked out
one day when we were talking in the Library at Hyde Park,

There were two -- I wrote down the exact words
at the time,

The firet one -- which you wighed him to feel
Privately -- was that in the event of hostilitles with the
dictatorships, he "would have the industrial resources of
the American nation behind him", To receive this message
from you, he said, was very encouraging indeed, and he asked
me to thank you warmly for 1it,

The second formula was that, in the same circum-
-stances, "Great Britain could rely upon obtaining raw lltiriﬂi



from the democracies of the world,"

I explained to him as regardes thies second formula
that you wished him to feel that he could use it publicly
if, and at any time that he thought fit or necessary to do
go, He was highly appreciative of this, and thanks you
very much, "It might be most important™, he sald, "There
is no question", he continued, "but that in certain circume-
-stances a statement which really brnughﬁh}t home that the
vast resources of the United States would,behind Great Britain
might have a properly deterrent effect, Whether on Hitler
himself, its impossible to say; I don't think anybody could
Bay, Since I have seen and talked to Hitler I realise that
he 1s a man who gets an idea into hie head, and the idea
ewells and ewells until it gets near bursting point, and then
you can't say whether anything will stop it bursting, But,
at any rate, a statement of this kind might certainly have
& powerfully deterrent effect on the rest of them and on the
army, and make them do their best to put a brake on Hitler if
his 1dea looked like bursting out, I am very grateful to the
President for these formulas; for his private one, and for the

one he says I may use, They are both very encouraging",
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I then talked to Chamberlain on the gquestions of
the German Air Programme and Palestine,

I laid before him a statement which I had drawn up --
following on our talk at Hyde Park -- in which were set forth
(a) your suggestions in the matter of British and French
Programmes to equalise the German and Italian efforts, and
(b) what was in your mind as to methods, outwith the Neutral-
=ity Law, for assisting towards overwhelming superiority, He
thanks you very much for these valuable and helpful pProposals,
and has asked me to see the Alr Minister, Sir Kingsley Wood,
and discuss the whole matter with him, so that the technical
aspects may be thrashed out,

On the subject of Palestine: there is at the moment.,
88 you know, an interregnum, so far as the formulation of
future policy i1s concerned, Chamberlain is most appreciative
of your views, and is sincerely hoping that, as a result of
the Conference which 1s to assemble next month, a solution
to the terribly anxious Palestinian problem may be forth-
-coming, I have arranged to see Malcolm Macdonald, Secretary
for the Colonies, tomorrow, to to talk over the Palestine

question,



Chamberlain was highly interested in the description

which I passed on to him from you of your Cabinet Meeting
at which you had asked for opinions on the subject of possible
Japanese manaces to the Canadlan Pacific coast and to Austr-
-asla respectively,

I had set down in writing -- because I felt that
Chamberlain would like to have it for fut@re keeping --
the description that you gave to Faith and myself of the
Occaslion on which you and your Cabinet listened to his Radid
speech on September 27th, I gave the paper to hém, and he read
it, "May I keep this"? he asked, "I wrote it out like that",
I replied, "because I felt you would like to have it to keep",
"I am deeply touched", he said; "will you tell the President,
and thank him very much indeed",

I felt, as I parted from him, that what I had brought
from you to him in the half hour or so that I had been whth
him, gave him a warm feeling of encouragement and uplift, I
was, as you know, close to Edward Grey during those dark and
anxious days of 1914, but upon this man, I honestly feel, the
burden 1s infinitely greater, the strain more tense because
80 prolonged, and because the problems to be met are so diverse,
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so rapldly changing, eo uncertain and widespread, and so
fraught with consequences more terrible than any heretofore,
But, as in the case of Edward Grey, so also in the heart

and mind of Neville Chamberlain lies embedded the strong
sense of community of ideals between this country and yours,
And this,perhaps, is not strange if we remember how deeply
imbued was his Father with the same spirit of British-Amer-
-ican friendship and co=-operation, It was his Father -- as
I recollect from my Foreign Office reminiscences -- who, as
Colonial Secretary, at the time of the Alaskan Boundary
dispute in the nineties of last century, gave to the British
Arbitrator, Sir Richard Webster, secret instructions to vote
for the Americans, which he did, It was his Father, again,
who,with the late Lord Cromer, swung Lord Salisbury on to
the American side over the Cuban war, for which the Kalser
wrote 1n severe terms to Lord Salisbury! Lord Salisbury
treated the Kalser's despatch in the way most likely to
annoy him, that 1s by completely ignoring it! These things

== I don't remember whether they have ever been made public =-

were told to me at one time or another by Willie Tyrrell,

and they come back to me now,



Walter Runciman, I have only, as yet, seen "en passant”,
but Faith and I are dining with them tomorrow night,
Willie Tyrrell, I saw for a moment yesterday, and I

8hall be seeing him for a talk in a day or two,
But, in the meantime, I want to get this

letter off to you by the "Aquitania" which sails tomorrow,

and I will write you again shortly,

With every good wish from Faith and
myself -- we often think and talk of that lovely week
with you at Hyde Park,

as ever, yours,

Aebls Fvirna

e

The President
The White House
Washington, D,C,
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Carring’ron ﬁﬂuse
Hertford Streé’r W, 1.

D&L] 0495.
December 20th, 1938

Dear Franklin,

We dined with the Runcimans a few nighte ago, Walter
R, asked me to send you his most friendly greetings, He thought,
too,that you might care to have a copy of hies Report on Czecho-
-slovakia (which was presented to Parllament) inscribed to you
by himself, I send it to you herewith, It has become, without
question, a Document of long-=term historical interest and
importance, The one thing it lacks, in my view, is an expos-
~ition of what Runciman really thought of that double=faced
hack of Hitler's, Konrad Henlein)

Runciman's views on what may happen in Europe in the
comlng year are akin to those of Willlie Tyrrell and other res-
-poneible persons with whom I have talked -- none can foretell
with any degree of exactitude what particular idea, as the
Prime Minister put it to me, 1s likely "to swell largest in
Hitler's head," Tyrrell -- who asks me to send you his greet-
~ings and best wishes =-- 18 not unapprehensive lest a drive
agalmet the Catholice, and possibly the Lutheran Church, might,



produce -- along with economic and other causes -- 1lnternal
reactions in Germany of such a nature as to make it necessary
for Hitler to precipitate an external explosion of a character
much more violent than any in which he has hitherto indulged,
Hitler's "extremist" advisers, suggests Tyrrell, are pressing
hard for the "religious" drive, The Reichewehr, for the "Drang
nach Osten", if only in an endeavour to forestall the attack
on the Catholic church, Which among ue, at the moment, can
say, whether either of these, or some other idea, will "awell"
to the greatest size in Hitler's abnormally-constituted cranium,
In all this maelstrom of political uncertainty and
eriss-cross atmosphere of problematical eventualities the
British public is pursuing its daily tasks with level~headed
calmness, courage and energy, and with unswerving resolution
to do wholeheartedly all that the Government asks of 1t for the
full development of British defensive measures, And assuredly
it can be sald that the great bulk of the public stands behind
the Prime Minister in the policy to which he hae set his hand,
and in the manner in which he is conducting it, Yesterday, in

the House of Commons, the Socialists moved a Vote of Censure
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on the Government expressing "no confidence" in the Govern-
-ment's foreign policy, They may well, as it seems to me,

be thankful that it was not a motion concerning the Govern-
-ment's "conduct of the war." The country knows, if the
Sociallste and other critics of the Government have forgotten,
that the best justification of Chamberlain's conduct of foreign
affaire is that the nation 1s at peace to-day, In the Debate
it was noticable that the Opposition had no alternative policy
to offer, and ite leaders studiously refrained from indicating
how they would have handled the crisis of last autumn, An
interesting and striking element in the attack on the Government
in the domain of forelgn policy == both inside and outside the
House =~ is its persistent refusal to face up to the plain
alternatives of peace and war, The reluctance of the eritice

to face the prospect of war for any other than vital and

direct British intereets =~ among which are the integrity of
France against aggression and the freedom of the Mediterranean --
was clearly and decisively shown at the time of the crieis;

but as danger of war receded, courage revived, and the gist

of their argument would now appear to be that there will be



no war 1f only we shout loud enough; that if Hitler were
really convinced that we were in earnest he would climb down
immediately; and that there i1s some inherent weaknese in
the Prime Minister's character which encourages the Germans
and Italians to expect us to pay Danegeld in wital British
interests, How different, we are left to suppose, would
things be if one of the Opposition leaders were in charge!
He would only need to blow hard, and the dictators would
fly for shelter, Actually, it 1s a travesty of reality,
Chamberlain is, in fact, the most resolute man in British
Public 1life to-day, but he never bluffs, and 1f there 1s one
thing more dangerous and morally worse than a deliberate war
policy it 1s a war policy that pretendes that there 1s no
risk of war,

In the House of Commons Debate -- which resulted in
& Vote of Confidence in the Government by 340 to 143 votes =--
the Prime Minister made no attempt to minimise the gravity of
the problems still outstanding, But mere destructive critic-
~iem 18 never likely to carry those problems along the road
to solution, Whilst in Great Britain, said Chamberlain, there



was an earnest desire for co~operation with Germany, he still
awalted a sign from those who spoke for the German people that
they shared the desire for agreement and were prepared to make
their contribution to the peace whlch would help them as much
as it would help us, "Although reason", he added, " 1s the
finest weapon in the world to combat reason, it has little chance
to assert 1ltself where force 1s supreme, and 1t would be a
fatal blunder to mlstake our love of peace, and our faculty
for compromise, for weakness, (Cheers) The democradic system
may have 1te fallings but it has this virtue that in moments
of crisis it evokes a strenghh and a unanimity which epring
from conviction, and which express the wholehearted will

of the people,”

I told you in my last letter that the Prime Minilster
had asked me to have a talk with Malcolm Macdonald on the
subject of Palestine, and I have done so, Whilst awalting
the assembling, and the outcome,of the Conference -- which he
much hopes will meet early in the New Year -~ he 18 none the
less apprecliative of the knowledge of your plan, and is grate-
=ful to you, in that this knowledge may be of assistance to



him during “Conference" days,

I also told you in my last letter that the Prime
Minister had asked me to see the Alr Minlster, Sir Kingsley
Wood, on the subject of your "Alr Programme" suggestions,
I saw Wood at the House of Commone this aftermoon, and gave
him the statement contalning your views and propoeale which
I had previously -- as mentioned in my last -- shown to the
Prime Minister, Wood told me that the Prime Minister had
already talked to him on the matter, and we then went through
Your suggestlions 1n detall, He asks me to say to you that
he 1s very grateful indeed to you for the spirit of helpful-
=nese and co-operation in which the suggestions were concelved,
a8 well &8s for the suggestions themselvee, He aske me
further to say that he will have them very carefully examined
from every approplate angle, after which he will get into
touch with me again, He =~ ag was the case with Chamberlain
end the other three Membere of the Cabinet whom I have seen --
derived a real feeling of encouragement from the messages and

tokens of your sympathetic attitude, end from the sensc of
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frlendly contact with youreelf that these megsoges and tokens
brought, It 1e, in all truth, en enxious time that the
Membere of the Fritieh Coverrnment ere going through, They

live -- £e indeed we are all here living -- eo near to the
uncertaintlies and consequenciees of eudden "wild-cat" explosione;
and their's is the deep reeponsitility for such ekill in
@iplomacy &nd such efficlency in preperetion es will sefeguerd
Britain and her democretic neightours from éleseter, In their
tesks they are not elloving eny gress to grow under thelr

feet, There 18 no exaggeration in the statement made by the
dinister for the Cowordination of Defence last night that
Great Britain had the best anti-alrcraft defences in the world,
and that no effort is being spared to provide "adequate pro=-
=tection against the biggest peril to which we are exposed at
the present time", Sir John Anderson, the Minister in charze
of the Government's "Voluntary Natlonal Service" scheme, and
of the "Civil Defence" plans againat air attack, is a Scot of
Vigorcue mentsl end phyelcel sctivity, end of keer crgerielirg
€bility, Kirgeley Vocd, tke Air Nirleter, ie & VEry vitel
Pérecrelity who, previcuely, @1¢ excertiorslly goed work of

€ refermetory reture firet ee Wirteter of Leelth eré thern



ce Popt Keeter Gerexrel, Hie Urdexr Becretery fer Llr, Herclé
Belfovyr == vko, ircidertelly, meixxled e rlece of nlire, and
who has been in the House of Commons for some 15 yeare -- wag
one of the best and most courageous pllote in the Alr Force
in the war, and since those days, up to the time of entering
the Government a year ago, was assoclated with an alrcraft
production firm, giving him "business" as well as "pilot"
experience in "Air" matters, Generally speaking, 1t may
Without question be said that the Prime Minister is well
served by those who comprise his Government at the present
time, It does not follow that from time to time there will
not be Cabinet changee or reshufflings., Nor does it follow
that because there are good men outside the Government that
they would neccesearily be "good men" inside, People must
not expect to be able to walk in and out of Governments at
will, particularly if they have resigned and made thinges
difficult for the Government at an anxious moment, "If Winston
walks in at the door", sald Neville Chamberlain to Baldwin

& few years ago, when Baldwin suggested bringing Wineton into
the Government again, "I walk out of the window", On the
Oother hand -- ruling out Winston as a certain Non-Starter! --
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Chamberlain i1s not the man to allow a punctilioc of any nature
to stand in the way of increased strength and energy, provided
alwaye that real loyalty and team work were assured,

Before ending this letter -- which I want to get off
to you by the mall departing to-day -- I would just say that
I have not forgotten the matter of Guy Gaunt and his book, I
have arranged to go and have a confidential talk on the subject
with the Permanent Secretary to the Admiralty the day after
tomorrow,

Very severe weather -- frost and snow -- during this
last week, The abundance of holly berries forecasted it ==
how intensely interesting and wonderfully absorbing are the
workings of nature, But how one's heart weeps, in these days
of ice and snow, for the miserable Jewe and other innocent
People in those terrible German Concentration Camps, And what
1s also terrible is that no power exists to blot suddenly out
of exlstence Hitler and all his evil-minded gang,

With our very best wishes,
as ever yours,

The President
The White House A/‘u« A'“/V‘—ﬁ
‘________,_——-—1

Washington, D,C,
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SHORTAGE OF CHRISTMAS

TREES THIS YEAR

FEW THE RIGHT

SIZE

RESULT OF THE
DROUGHT

_—

MISTLETOE IMPORTED
FROM NORMANDY

By a Special Correspondent

Many people are likely to be disap-
pointed of their Christmas trees this
year, )

For several years the demand has
exceeded the supply and an additional

cause of shortage has been the unusual ;
weather prevailing throughout the

¥ear,

The position
OBSERVER correspondent
mas tree manager of one of the oldest
g:ué largest firms in Covent Garden yes-

ray.

While the demand for trees has in.
creased, homes have become much smaller
In the old days only the large families
had great trees to All their drawing-
rooms, and their Iarfe staffs of servants

in the trees of their employers,

NEW SIZE DEMANDED

' Now every family wants equality of
Christmas trees, and a new size is in de-
mand. ~The gigantic tree of the past,
worthy to be used as Satan's spear, has
dwindled, and now the perfect size for
the average man's house or flat is be-
tween four and five feet,

All the trees supplied

was explained to an

are, of course,

English, although they are Norway
spruces, It takes six rs to grow a
perfect tree five-foot h gh, and the pre-

sent cause of shortage began during the
last two summers, which were very drlv.
The bad work was completed by the early
frost this year,

|| Tepresent
¥ the Christ- |th

| surprising discover
| all imported from

—_—

Consequently, the trees are much larger
this year, It is easier than usual, and
cherﬂner. to buy a tree from six feet up-
wards, but the perfect stuntage growth
is comparatively rare, {

It is not only the height but the girth
and shape of the tree that is important,
In order to have the proper shape, and
display properly the innumerable gilts to
hang on the branches, the tree must be
bunchy and thick with boughs and twigs,

COVENT GARDEN RUSH

Here, again, this year's trees are defi-
cient, ature's beneficence has caused
them to shoot up to a high stature, but
they taper and have not got enough
thickness.

On an average one firm sells 100,000
trees a Christmas. All this week the
workers in Covent Garden have been get-
ting up at three o'clock to unﬁark the
trees arriving at 5 o'clock in their thou-
sands from Scotland, Nerfolk, and Dor-
set, while this year's crop from Northern |
Ireland has been exceptionally good, |

The explanation of the small SCTAgEyY
trees sold in the markets is that these are
not strictly Christmas trees at all. They
are branches cut from f:reat trees; and
although decked with tinsel they may
the spirit of Christmas in
-:ﬂiuntlesa homes, they are not the reall
ng.

In general, the whole trees sold are |
cut off from their roots; but this vear
many have been seen with part of their
roots still left, and the tiny trees have
their roots intact,

HOLLY FROM CORNWALL

What this 1J.:vmr lacks in spruces it
makes up in holly, although the suppl
ol this, too, has been variable, Quanti-
ties are now arriving in London from
Cornwall and Bucks, but in some places
where there was plenty last year there
is none this,

Fortunately, this year's holly is thick
with berries,

Mistletoe is also plentiful this year, A

is that it is nearly
rance, where it grows
as a parasite on the apple orchards of
Normandy., {

There is a little English mistletoe avail-
able, some of it from Herefordshire,
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CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING CZEEHOBL‘D‘-’A.KI&,
SepTEMBER 1938,

No. 1.
Lord Runciman to the Prime Minister.()

Westminster, S.W. 1,
My dear Prime Minister, September 21, 1938,

Wuex I undertook the task of mediation in the controversy
between the Czechoslovak Government and the Sudeten German
party, I was, of course, left perfectly free to obtain my own informa-
tion and to draw my own conclusions. I was under no obligation
to issue any kind of report. In present circumstances, however, it
may be of assistance to you to have the final views, which I have
formed as & result of my Mission, and certain suggestions which [
believe should be taken into consideration, if anything like a
permanent solution ig to be found.

The problem of political, social and economic relations between
the Teuton and Slav races in the area which is now called Czecho-
slovakia is one which has existed for many centuries with periods of
acute struggle and periods of comparative peace. It is no new
problem, and in its present stage there are at the same time new
factors and also old factors which would have to be considered in
any detailed review,

When I arrived in Prague at the beginning of August, the
questions which immediately confronted me were (1) constitutional,
(2) political and (8) economic. The constitutional question was that
with which I was immediately and divectly concerned. At that time
it implied the provision of some degree of home rule for the Sudeten
Germans within the Czechoslovak Republic; the question of self-
determination had not yet arisen in an acute form. My task was
to make myself acquainted with the history of the question, with the
principal persons concerned, and with the suggestions for a solution
proposed by the two sides, viz., by the Budeten German party in
the ** Sketch " submitted to the Czechoslovak Government on the
7th June (which was by way of embodying the 8 points of Herr
Henlein's speech at Karlsbad), and by the Czechoslovak Government
in their draft Nationality Statute, Language Bill, and Administrative
Reform Bill.

It became clear that neither of these sets of proposals was
sufficiently acceptable to the other gide to permit further negotiations
on this basis, and the negotiations were suspended on the
17th August, After a series of private discussions between the

") Nore—A similar letter was addressed by Lord Runciman to President
Benes on Baptember 21, 1838,
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Sudeten leaders and the Czech authorities, a new basis for negotia-
tions was adopted by the .Czechoslovak Government and was
communicated to me on the 5th September, and to the Sudeten
leaders on the 6th September. This was the so-called 4th Plan, In
my opinion—and, I believe, in the opinion of the more responsible
Sudeten leaders—this plan embodied almost all the requirements
of the Karlsbad 8 points, and with a little clarification and extension
could have been made to cover them in their entirety., Negotiations
shonld have at once been resumed on this favourable and hopeful
basis; but little doubt remains in my mind that the very fact that
they were so favourable operated against their chances, with the more
extreme members of the Sudeten German party. It is my belief
that the incident arising out of the visit of certain Sudeten German
Deputies to investigate into the case of persons arrested for arms
smuggling at Mihrisch-Ostrau was usged in order to provide an excuse
for the suspension, if not for the breaking off, of negotiations, The
Czech Government, however, at once gave way to the demands of
the Sudeten German party in this matter, and preliminary discus-
sions of the 4th Plan were resumed on the 10th September. Again,
I am convinced that this did not suit the policy of the Sudeten
extremists, and that incidents were provoked and instigated on the
11th Beptember and, with greater effect after Herr Hitler's speech,
on the 12th Beptember. As a result of the bloodshed and distur-
bance thus caused, the Sudeten delegation refused to meet the Czech
authorities as had been arranged on the 18th September. Herr
Henlein and Herr Frank presented a new series of demands—with-
drawal of State police, limitation of troops to their military
duties, &e., which the Czechoslovak Government were again prepared
to accept on the sole condition that a representative of the party
came to Prague to discuss how order should be maintained. On the
night of the 18th September this condition was refused by Herr
Henlein, and all negotiations were completely broken off.

It is quite clear that we cannot now go back to the point where
we stood two weeks ago; and we have to consider the situation as
it now faces us. .

With the rejection of the Czechoslovak Government's offer on
the 18th September and with the breaking off of the negotiations
by Herr Henlein, my functions as a mediator were, in fact, at an
end. Directly and indirectly, the connection between the chief
Sudeten leaders and the Government of the Reich had become the
dominant factor in the situation; the dispute was no longer an
internal one. It was not part of my function to attempt mediation
hetween Cgechoslovakia and Germany,

Responsibility for the final break must, in my opinion, rest upon
Herr Henlein and Herr Frank and npon those of their supporters
ingide and outside the country who were urging them to extreme
and unconstitutional action,

I have much sympathy, however, with the Sudeten case. Tt is
a hard thing to be ruled by an alien race; and 1 have been loft
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with the impression that Czechoslovak rule in the Sudeten areas
for the last twenty years, though not actively oppressive and
certainly not * terroristic,”’ has been marked by tactlessness, lack
of understanding, petty intolerance and discrimination, to a point
where the resentment of the German population was inevitably
moving in the direction of revolt. The Sudeten Germans felt, too,
that in the past they had been given many promises by the
(zechoslovak Government, but that little or no action had followed
these promises, This experience had induced an attitude of
unveiled mistrust of the leading Czech statesmen. I cannot seay
how far this mistrust is merited or unmerited ; but it certainly exists,
with the result that, however conciliatory their statements, they
inspire no confidence in the minds of the Sudeten population.
Moreover, in the last elections of 1935 the Sudeten German party
polled more votes than any other single party; and they actually
formed the second largest party in the State Parliament. They then
commanded some 44 votes in a total Parliament of 800. With
subsequent accessions, they are now the largest party. Dut they
can always be outvoted; and consequently some of them feel that
constitutional action is useless for them.

Local irritations were added to these major grievances. Czech
officials and Czech police, speaking little or no German, were
appointed in large numbers to purely German districts; Czech
agricultural colonists were encouraged to settle on land transferred
under the Land Reform in the middle of German populations; for
the children of these Czech invaders Czech schools were built on
a large scale; there is a very general belief that Czech firms were
favoured as against German firms in the allocation of State contracts
and that the State provided work and relief for Czechs more readily
than for Germans. I believe these complaints to be in the main
justified. Even as late as the time of my Mission, T could find no
readiness on the part of the Czechoslovak Government to remedy
them on anything like an adequate scale.

All these, and other, grievances were intensified by the reactions
of the economic crisie on the Sudeten industries, which form so
important a part of the life of the people. Not unnaturally, the
Government were blamed for the resulting impoverishment.

For many reasons, therefore, including the above, the feeling
among the Sudeten Germans until about three or four years ago
was one of hopelessness. But the rise of Nazi Germany gave them
new hope. 1 regard their turning for help towards their kinsmen
and their eventnal desire to join the Reich as a natural development
in the circumstances,

At the time of my arrival, the more moderate Budeten leaders
gtill desired a settlement within the frontiers of the Czechoslovak
State. They realised what war would mean in the Sudeten area,
which would itself be the main battlefield. Both nationally and
internationally such a settlement would have been an easier solution

[17961] *
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than territorial transfer, T did my best to promote it, and up io
a point with some success, but even so not withont misgiving as
to whether, when agreement was reached, it could ever be carried
out without giving rise to & new crop of suspicions, controversies,
accusations and counter-sccusations. I felt that any such arrange.
ment would have been temporary, not lasting.

This golution, in the form of what is known as the ** Fourth Plan,"
broke down in the cirenmstances narrated above ; the whole situation,
internal and external, had changed ; and I felt that with this change
my mission had come to an end.

When 1 left Prague on the 16th September, the riots and dis-
turbances in the Suodeten areas, which had never been more than
sporadic, had died down, A considerable number of districts had
been placed under a régime ealled Standrecht, amounting to
martial law, The Sodeten leaders, at any rate the more extreme
among them, had fled to Germany and were issuing proclamations
defying the Czechoslovak Government. I have been credibly informed
that, at the time of my leaving, the number of killed on both sides was
not more than 70,

Unless, therefore, Herr Henlein's Freikorps are deliberately
encouraged to eross the frontier, I have no reasom to expect any
notable renewal of incidents and disturbances. In these circnmstanees
the necessity for the presence of State Police in these districts should
no longer exist. As the Btate Police are extremely unpopular among
the German inhabitants, and have constituted one of their chief
grievances for the last three years, 1 consider that they should be with-
drawn as soon as possible. T believe that their withdrawal would
reduce the causes of wrangles and riots,

Further, it has become self-evident to me that those frontier
districts between Czechoslovakin and Germany where the Sudeten
population is in an important majority shonld be given full right of
self-determination at once. If some cession is inevitable, as I believe
it to he, it is as well that it should be done promptly and without pro-
crastination. There is real danger, even a danger of civil war, in the
continuance of & state of uncertainty, Consequently there are very
real reasons for a policy of immediate and drastic action. Any kind
of plebiscite or referendum would, I believe, be a sheer formality in
respect of these predominantly German areas. A very large majority
of their inhabitants desire amalgamation with ermany, The
inevitable delay involved in taking a plebiscite vote would only serve
to excite popular feelings, with perhaps most dangerous results, I
consider, therefore, that these frontier districts should at once be
transferred from Czechoslovakia to Germany, and, further, that
measures for their peaceful transfer, ineluding the provision of safe-
guards for the population during the transfer period, should be
arranged forthwith by agreement hetween the two Governments.

The transfer of these frontier districts does not, however, dispose
finally of the question how Germans and Czechs are to live together
peacefully in future, Even if all the areas where the Germans have
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a majority were transferred to Germany there would still remain in
Czechoslovakia a large number of Germans, and in the areas trans-
ferred to Germany there would still be a certain number of Czechs.
Feonomie connexions are so close that an absolute separation is not
only uniuimbla but inconceivable; and 1 repeat my convietion tlha.t
histary has ed that in times of peace the two peoples can live
together on Frli.gvndly terms. I believe that it is in the iu;t'lemta of all
Crechs and of all Germans alike that these friendly relations should
be encourasged to re-establish themselves; and I am convinced that
this is the real desire of the average Czech and German. They are
alike in being honest, peaceable, hard-working and frugal folk. When
political friction has been removed on both sides, I believe that they
ean settle down quietly.

For those portions of the territory, therefore, where the German
majority is not so important, I recommend that an effort be made to
find o basis for local autonomy within the frontiers of the Czechoslovak
Republic on the lines of the ** Fourth Plan,"” modified so as to meet
the new circumstances created by the transfer of the preponderantly
German arens.  As 1 have already said, there is always a danger that
sgreement reached in principle may lead to further divergencies in
practice. But I think that in o more peaceful future this risk can be
minimised.

This hrings me to the political side of the problem, which is con-
cerned with the question of the integrity and security of the Czecho-
slovak Republic, especially in relation to her immediate neighbours.
I believe that here the problem is one of removing a centre of intense
political frietion from the middle of Europe. For this purpose it is
necessary permanently to provide that the Czechoslovak State should
live at peace with all her neighbours and that her pelicy, internal and
extornal, should be directed to that end. Just as it is essential for
the international position of Switzerland that her policy should be
nntirel; nentral, so an analogons policy is necessary for Czecho-
slovakin—not only for her own future existence but for the peace of
Europe.

In order to achieve this, I recommend :—

(1) That those parties and persons in Czechoslovakia who have
been deliberately encouraging a policy antagonistic to
Cgechoslovakia’s neighbours should be forbidden by the
(zechoslovak Government to continue their agitations; and
that, if necessary, legal measures should be taken to bring
such agitations to an end.

(2) That the Czechoslovak Government should so remodel her
foreign relations as to give assurances to her neighbours
that she will in no circumstances attack them or enter into
any aggressive action against them arising from obligations
to other States.

(8) That the principal Powers, acting in the interests of the peace
of Furope, should give to Czechoslovakia guarantees of
assistance in case of unprovoked aggression against her.

[17961] c* 2



B

(4) That a commercial treaty on preferential terms should he
negotiated between Germany and Czechoslovakia if this
seems advantageous to the economic interests of the two
countrics.

This leads me on to the third question which lay within the geape
of my enquiry, viz., the economic problem. This problem eentres on
the distress and unemployment in the Sudeten German areas, a
distress which has persisted since 1980, and is due to various causes,
It constitutes & suitable background for political discontent. Tt is
& problem which exists; but to say that the Sudeten German question
i entirely or even in the main an economic one i misleading. If a
transfer of territory takes place, it is a problem which will for the
most part fall to the German Government to solve.

If the policy which I have outlined above recommends itself to
those immediately concerned in the present situation, I would
further suggest: (a) That a representative of the Sudeten German
people should have a permanent seat in the Czechoslovak Cabinet.
(b) That a Commission under a neutral chairman should be appointed
to deal with the question of the delimitation of the ares to be
transferred to Germany and also with controversial points
immediately arising from the carrying out of any agreement which
may be reached. () That an international foree be organised to keep
order in the districts which are to be transferred pending actual
transfer, so that Czechoslovak State police, as I have said above, and
also Czechoglovak troops, may be withdrawn from this area,

I wish to close this letter by recording my appreciation of the
personal conrtesy, hospitality and assistance whic I and my staff
received from the Government authorities, especially Dr, Benes and
Dr. Hodza, from the representatives of the Sudeten German party
with whom we came in contact, and from a very large number of
other people in all ranks of life whom we met during our stay in
Ceechoslovakia,

Yours very sincerely,
RUNCIMAN OF DOXFORD.

No. 2.

The Anglo-French Proposals presented to the Crechoslovak
Government on September 19, 1988.

Tuz representatives of the French and British Governments have
been in consultation to-day on the general situation, and have con-
sidered the British Prime Ministor's report of his conversation with
Herr Hitler. British Ministers also placed before their French
colleagues their conclusions derived from the aecount furnished to
them of the work of his Mission by Lord Runciman, We are both
convineed that, after recent events, the pomz has now been reached
where the further maintenance within the boundaries of the
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Czechoslovak State of the districts mainly inhabited by Sudeten
Dentsch cannot, in fact, continue any longer without imperilling the
interests of Czechoslovakia herself and of European peace. In the
light of these considerations, both Governments have been compelled
to the conclusion that the maintenance of peace and the safety of
Czechoslovakia's vital interests cannot effectively be assured unless
these areas are now transferred to the Reich.

2. This eould be done either by direct transfer or as the result
of a plebiscite. We realise the difficulties involved in a plebiscite, and
we are aware of your objections already expressed to this course,
particularly the possibility of far-reaching repercussions if the matter
were treated on the basis of so wide a principle. For this reason we
anticipate, in the absence of indication to the contrary, that you may
prefer to deal with the Sudeten Deutsch problem by the method of
direct transfer, and as a case by itself.

8. The area for transfer would probably have to include aress
with over 50 per cent. of German inhabitants, but we should hope to
arrange by negotiations provisions for adjustment of frontiers, where
circumstances render it necessary, by some international body,
including a Czech representative. We are satisfied that the transfer
of smaller areas based on a higher percentage would not meet the
case,

4. The international body referred to might also be charged with
questions of possible exchange of population on the basis of right to
opt within some specified time-limit.

4. We recognise that, if the Czechoslovak Government is
prepared to concur in the measures proposed, involving material
changes in the conditions of the State, they are entitled to ask for
some assurance of their foture security.

6. Accordingly, Mis Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom would be prepared, as a contribution to the pacification of
Europe, to join in an international guarantee of the new boundaries
of the Czechoslovak State against unprovoked aggression. (me of
the principal conditions of such a guarantee would be the safeguarding
of the independence of Czechoslovakia by the substitution of a general
guarantee against unprovoked aggression in place of existing treaties
which involve reciprocal obligations of a military character.

7. Both the French and British Governments recognise how
great is the sacrifice thuas required of the Czechoslovak Government
in the cause of peace. But because that cause is common both to
Europe in general and in particular to Czechoslovakia herself they
have felt it their duty jointly to set forth frankly the conditions
essential to secure it.

8. The Prime Minister must resume conversations with Herr
Hitler not later than Wednesday, and earlier if possible, We
therefore feel we must ask for your reply at the earlicst possible
moment.
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No. 8.

The First Letter of September 28, 1938, from the Prime Minister
to the Reichschancellor.

My dear Reichskanzler, Godesberg, September 28, 1988,

I sk it may clarify the situation and accelerate our conversa-
tion if T send you this note before we meet this morning.

I am ready to put to the Czech Government your proposal as
to the arems, so that they may examine the suggested provisional
boundary. So far as I can see, there is no need to hold a plebiscite
for the bulk of the areas, i.e., for those areas which (according to
statistics upon which both sides seem to ) are Lg;edominuntl*
Sudeten German areas, 1 have no doubt, however, that the Czec
Government would be willing to aceept your propesal for a plebiscite
to determine how far, if at all, the proposed new frontier need be
adjusted,

The difficulty I see about the proposal you put to me vesterday
afternoon ariscs from the suggestion that the areas should in the
immediate future be occupied by German troops. I recognise the
difficulty of conducting a lengthy investigation under existing
conditions and doubtless the plan you propose would, if it were
acceptable, provide an immediate eusin% of the tension. But I do
not think you have realised the impossibility of my agreeing to put
forward any plan unless I have reason to suppose that it will be
considered by public opinion in my country, in France and, indeed,
in the world generally, as ecarrying out the principles already agreed
upon in an orderly fashion and free from the threat of force, I
am sure that an attempt to occupy forthwith by German troops areas
which will become part of the Reich at once in principle, and very
shortly afterwards by formal delimitation, would be condemned as
an unnecessary display of foree,

Even if 1 felt it right to put this proposal to the Csech
Government, I am convinced that they would not regard it as being
in the spirit of the arrangement which we and the French Government
urged them to accept and which they have sccepted. In the event
of German troops moving into the areas as you propose, there is
no doubt that the Czech Government would have no option but to
order their forces to resist, and this would mean the destruction of
the basis upon which you and I a week ago agreed to work together,
namely, an orderly settlement of this question rather than a
settlement by the use of force,

It being agreed in principle that the Sudeten German aress are
to join the Reich, the immediate question before us is how to maintain
law and order %ending the final settlement of the arrangements for
the transfer. There must surely be alternatives to your proposal
which would not be open to the objections 1 have pointed out, For
instance. T could ask the Czech Government whether they think
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there conld be an arrangement under which the maintenance of law
and order in certain agreed Sudeten German areas would be entrusted
to the Budeten Germans themselves—by the creation of a suitable
force, or by the use of forces already in existence, possibly acting
under the supervision of neutral observers,

As you know, I did last night, in accordance with my under-
standing with you, urge the Czech Government to do all in their
power to maintain order in the meantime.

The Czech Government cannot, of course, withdraw their forces,
nor can they be expected to withdraw the State Police so long as
they are faced with the p t of foreible invasion; but I should
be ready at once to ascertain their views on the alternative suggestion
I have made and, if the plan lﬁrwud acceptable, T would urge them
to withdraw their forces and the State Police from the areas where
the Sudeten Germans are in a position to maintain order,

The further steps that need be taken to complete the transfer
could be worked out quite rapidly.

I am,
Yours faithfully,
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN,

No. 4.

The Reichschancellor to the Prime Minister.

(Translation. )

Your Excellency, Godesberg, September 23, 1988,
A Trorovel examination of your letter, which reached me to-day,

as well as the necessity of clearing up the situation definitely, lead

me to make the following communication :—

For nearly two decades the Germans, as well as the varions other
nationalities in Czechoslovelkia, have been maltreated in the most
unworthy manner, tortured, economieally destroyed, and, above all,
prevented from realising for themselves also the right of the nations
to self-determination. All attempts of the oppressed to change their
lot failed in the face of the brutal will to destroction of the Czechs.
The latter were in possession of the power of the State and did not
hesitate to employ it ruthlessly and barbarically, England and France
have never made an endeavour to alter this situation. In my speech
before the Reichstag of the 22nd February, I declared that the
German Reich would take the initiative in putting an end to any
further eppression of these Germans. 1 have in a further declaration
during the Reich Party Congress given clear and unmistakable
expression to this decision. T recognise gratefully that at last, after
twenty vears, the British Government, represented by your
Excellency, has now decided for its part also to undertake steps to
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ut an end to a situation which from day to day, and, indeed. from

our to hour, is becoming more unbearable. For if formerly the
behaviour of the Czechoslovak Government was brutal, it can only
be described during recent weeks and days as madness, The victims
of this madness are innumerable Germans. In a few weeks the
number of refugees who have been driven out has risen to over
120,000, This situation, as stated above, is unbearable, and will now
be terminated by me,

Your Excellency assures me now that the principle of the transfer
of the Budeten territory to the Reich has, in principle, already been
accepted. I regret to have to reply to your Excellency that as regards
this point, the theoretical recognition of principles has also been
formerly granted to us Germans. In the year 1918 the Armistice
was concluded on the basis of the 14 points of President Wilson,
which in principle were recognised by all. They were, however, in
practice broken in the most shameful way. What interests me, your
Excellency, is not the recognition of the principle that this territory
is to go to Germany, but solely the realisation of this principle, and
the realisation which both puts an end in the shortest time to the
sufferings of the unhappy vietims of Czech tyranny, and at the same
time corresponds to the dignity of a Great Power. I can only
emphasise to your Excellency that these Sudeten Germans are not
coming back to the German Reich in virtue of the gracious or
benevolent sympathy of other nations, but on the ground of their
own will based on the right of self-determination of the nations, and
of the irrevocable decision of the German Reich to give effect to this
will. It is, however, for a nation an unworthy demand to have this
recognition made dependent on conditions which are not provided for
in treaties ror are practical in view of the shortness of the time.

I have, with the best intentions and in order to give the Czech
nation no justifisble cause for complaint, proposed—in the event of
a peaceful solution—as the future frontier, that nationalities frontier
which I am convinced represents a fair adjustment between the two
racial groups, taking also into account the continued existence of
large language islands. T am, in addition, ready to allow plebiscites
to be taken in the whole territory which will enable subsequent
corrections to be made, in order—so far as it is poesible—to meet
the real will of the peoples concerned. T have undertaken to accept
these corrections in advance. I have, moreover, declared myself
ready to ailow this plebiscite to take place under the control either
of international commissions or of a mixed German-Czech commis-
sion. I am finally ready, during the days of the plebiscite, to with-
draw our troops from the most disputed frontier areas, subject to
the condition that the Czechs do the same. I am, however, nol
prepared to allow a territory which must be considered as belonging
to Germany, on the ground of the will of the people and of the
recognition granted even by the Czechs, to be left without the
protection of the Reich. There is here no international power or
agreement which would have the right to take precedence over
German right,
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The idea of being able to entrust to the Sudeten Germans alone
the maintenance of order is practically impossible in consequence of
the obstacles put in the way of their political organisation in the course
of the last decade, and particularly in recent times. As much in the
interest of the tortured, because defenceless, population as well as
with regard to the duties and prestige of the Reich, it is impossible for
us to refrain from giving immediate protection to this territory.

Your Excellency assures me that it is now impossible for you to
propose such a plan to your own Government, May I assure you for
my part that it is impossible for me to justify any other attitude to
the German people. Since, for England, it is a question at most of
political imponderables, whereas, for Germany, it is a question of
primitive right of the security of more than 8 million human beings
and the national honour of a great people.

I fail to understand the observation of your Excellency that it
would not be possible for the Czech Government to withdraw their
forees so long as they were obliged to reckon with possible invasion,
gince precisely by means of this solution the grounds for any forcible
action are to be removed. Moreover, I cannot conceal from your
Excellency that the great mistrust with which I am inspired leads me
to believe that the acceptance of the principle of the transfer of
Sudeten Germans to the Reich by the Czech Government is only given
in the hope thereby to win time so as, by one means or another, to
bring about a change in contradiction to this principle. For if the
proposal that these territories are to belong to Germany is sincerely
accepted, there is no ground to postpone the practical resolution of
this principle. My knowledge of Czech practice in such matters over
a period of long years compels me to assume the insincerity of Czech
agsurances so long as they are not implemented by practical proof.
The German Reich is, however, determined by one means or another
to terminate these attempts, which have lasted for decades, to deny by
dilatory methods the legal claims of oppressed peoples.

Moreover, the same attitude applies to the other nationalities in
this State. They also are the victims of Jong oppression and violence,
In their case, also, every assurance given hitherto has been broken.
In their case, also, attempts have been made by dilatory dealing with
their complaints or wishes to win time in order to be able to oppress
them still more subsequently. These nations, also, if they are to
achieve their rights, will, sooner or later, have no alternative but to
secure them for themselves. In any event, Germany, if—as it now
appears to ba the case—should find it impossible to have the clear
rights of Germans in Czechoslovakia accepted by way of negotiation,
is determined to exhaust the other possibilities which then alone
remain open to her,

(Signed)  ADOLF HITLER.
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No. 5.

The Second Letter, September 28, 1988, from the Prime Minister
to the Reichschancellor,

My dear Reichskanzler, Godesberg, September 28, 1088,

I mave received your Excellency's communication in reply to my
letter of this morning and have taken note of its contents.

In my capacity as intermediary, it is evidently now my duty—
sinco your Excellency maintains entirely the position you took
night—to put your proposals before the Uzechoslovak Government,

Accordingly, I request your Exeellency to be good enough to let
me have a memorandum which sets out these proposals, together with
o map showing the area Empuaed to be transferred, subject to the
result of the proposed plebiscite.

On receiving this memorandum, T will at once forward it to Pragne
and request the reply of the Czechoslovak Government at the earliest
pessible moment,

In the meantime, until I can receive their reply, T should be glad
to have your Excellency's assurance that vou will continue to s ide
by the understanding, which we reached at onr meeting on the
14th Beptember and acain last night, that no aetion should be
taken, particularly in the Sudeten territory, by the forces of the
Reich to prejudice any further mediation which may be found
possible,

Since the seceptance or refusal of your Excellency’s proposal is
now a matter for the Czechoslovak Government to decide, I do not see
that T can perform any farther service here, whilst, on the other
hand, it has become necessary that I should at once report the
present situation to my colleagues and to the French Government,
I propose, therefore, to return to England.

Yours faithfully,
NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN,

No. 6.

Memorandum handed by the Reichachancellor to the Prime Minister
on September 28, 1988 (with a Map).

{Translation.)

Rerorts which are increasing in number from hour to hour
regarding incidents in the Sudetenland show that the situation has
become completely intolerable for the Sudeten German people and,
in consequence, a danger to the peace of Europe, It is t erefore
essential that the separation of the Sudetenland agreed to by
Cgechoslovakia should E effected without any further delay, On the
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attached map(®) the Budeten German area which is to be ceded is

ghaded red. The areas in which, over and above the areas which are

to be ocenpied, a plebiscite is also to be held are drawn in and shaded
BEI,

The final delimitation of the frontier must correspond to the
wishes of those concerned, In order to determine these wishes, a
certain period is necessary for the preparation of the voting, during
which disturbances must in all circumstances be prevented. A
situation of parity must be created. The area designated on the
attached map as a German area will be occupied by German troops
without taking aceount as to whether in the plebiscite there may prove
to be in this or that part of the area a Czech majority. On the other
hand, the Cgzech territory is occupied by Czech troops without
regard to the question whether, within this area, there lie lar
German language islands, the majority of which will without doubt
avow their German nationality in the plebiscite,

With a view to bringing about an immediate and final solution
of the Budeten German problem the following proposals are now
made by the German Government :—

1. Withdrawal of the whole Czech armed forces, the police, the
gendarmerie, the customs officials and the frontier guards from the
area to be evacuated as designated on the attached map, this area
to be handed over to Germany on the 1st October,

2. The evacuated territory is to be handed over in its present
condition (see further details in appendix). The German Government
agree that a plenipotentiary representative of the Czech Government
or of the Czech Army should be attached to the headquarters of the
German military forces to settle the details of the modalities of the
evacuation,

8. The Czech Government diecharges at once to their homes
all Sudeten Germans serving in the military forces or the police
anywhere in Czech State territory.

4., The Czech Government liberates all political prisoners of
German race.

5. The German Government agrees to permit a plebiscite to
take place in those areas, which will be more definitely defined, before
at latest the 25th November, Alterations to the new frontier arising
out of the plebiscite will be settled by a German-Czech or an
international commission. The plebiscite itself will be earried out
under the control of an international commission. All persons who
were residing in the areas in question on the 28th October, 1918, or
were born there prior to this date will be eligible to vote. A simple
majority of all eligible male and female voters will determine the
desire of the population to belong to either the German Reich or to
the Czech State. During the plebiscite both parties will withdraw
their military forces out of areas which will be defined more precisely.

") Bee at the end of this Paper o sketch map based upon the original.
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The date and duration will be settled by the German and Czoch

Governments together,

6. The German Government proposes that an authoritative
German-Czech commission should be set up to settle all further
details,

Godesberg, September 28, 1988,

APPENDIX,

The evacuated Sudeten German area is to be handed over without
destroying or rendering unusable in any way military, commercial
or traffic establishments (plants). These include the ground
organisation of the air service and all wireless stations,

All commercial and traffic materials, especially the rolling-stock
of the railway system, in the designated arcas, are to be handed over
undamaged. The same applies to all utility services (gas-works,
power stations, &o.).

Finally, no food-stuffs, goods, cattle, raw materials, &e,, are to
be removed.

No. 7.

Letter handed by the Czechoslovak Minister to the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs on September 25, 1988.

Bir, September 25, 1988,

My Government has instructed me just now, in view of the fact
that the French statesmen are not arriving in London to-day, to
bring to His Majesty's Government's notice the following message
without any delay :—

The Czechoslovak people have shown a nnique discipline and
self-restraint in the last few weeks regardless of the unbelievably
coarse and vulgar campaign of the controlled German press and radio
against Czechoslovakia and its leaders, especially M. Benes.

His Majesty's and the French Governments are very well aware
that we agreed under the most severe pressure to the so-called Anglo-
French plan for ceding parts of Czechoslovakia. We accepted this
plan under extreme duress, We had not even time to make any
representations about its many unworkable features. Nevertheless,
we accepted it because we understood that it was the end of the
demands to be made upon us, and because it followed from the Anglo-
French pressure that these two Powers would accept responsibility
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for our reduced frontiers and would guarantee us their support in the
event of our being feloniously attacked.

The vulgar German campaign continued,

While Mr. Chamberlain was at Godesberg the following message
was received by my Government from His Majesty's and the French
representatives at Prague :—

*We have agreed with the French Government that the
Czechoslovak Government be informed that the French and
British Governments cannot continue to take the responsibility
of advising them not to mobilise,"’

My new Government, headed by General Syrovy, declared that
they accept full responsibility for their predecessor's decision to
aceept the stern terms of the so-called Anglo-French plan.

Yesterday, after the return of Mr. Chamberlain from Godesberg,
a new proposition was handed by His Majesty's Minister in Prague
to my Government with the additional information that His Majesty's
Government is acting solely as an intermediary and is neither
advising nor pressing my Government in any way. M. Krofta, in
receiving the plan from the hands of His Majesty's Minister in
Prague, assured him that the Czechoslovak Government will study
it in the same spirit in which they have co-operated with Great
Britain and France hitherto.

My Government has now studied the document and the map.
It is a de facto ultimatom of the sort usnally presented to a
vanquished nation and not a proposition to a sovereign State which
has shown the greatest possible readiness to make sacrifices for the
appeasement of Europe. Not the smallest trace of such readiness
for sacrifices has as yet been manifested by Herr Hitler's Govern-
ment, My Government is amazed at the contents of the memo-
randum. The proposals go far beyond what we agreed to in the
so-called Anglo-French plan, They deprive us of every safeguard
for our national existence. We are to yield up large proportions
of our carefully prepared defences, and admit the German armies
deep into our country before we have been able to organise it on
the new basis or make any preparations for its defence. Our national
and economie independence would antomatically disappear with the
scceptance of Herr Hitler's plan. The whole process of moving the
population is to be reduced to panic flight on the part of those who
will not accept the German Nazi régime. They have to leave their
homes without even the right to take their personal belongings or,
even in the case of peasants, their cow,

My Government wish me to declare in all solemnity that Herr
Hitler's demands in their present form are absolutely and uncon-
ditionally unacceptable to my Government. Against these new and
ernel demands my Government feel bound to make their utmost
resistance, and we shall do so, God helping. The nation of
8t. Wenceslas, John Hus and Thomas Masaryk will not be a nation

of slaves,
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We rely npon the two great Western democracies, whose wishes
we have followed much against our own judgment, to stand by us in
our hour of trial.

I have, &e.
JAN MASARYEK.

No. 8.

Letter from the Czechoslovak Minister in London to the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs.

Sir, London, September 26, 1988,

I wave communicated to my Government the Prime Minister's
question which he put to me yesterday afternoon and for which he
wished an answer. This question of the Prime Minister's, as |
understood it, I transmitted to Prague as follows :—

** Although Herr Hitler did say that the memorandum handed
to the Czechoslovak Government by His Majesty's Government
was his last word, and although Mr. Chamberlain doubts very
much that he could induce Herr Hitler to change his mind at
this late hour, the Prime Minister may, under eircumstances,
make a last effort to persuade Herr Hitler to consider another
method of settling peacefully the Sudeten German question,
namely, by means of an international conference attended by
Germany, Czechoslovakia and other Powers which would consider
the Anglo-French plan and the best method of bringing it into
operation. He asked whether the Cgechoslovak Government
wauldlfae prepared to take part in this new effort of gaving the
peace.

To this question I have now received the following answer of
my Government :—

. ""The Czechoslovak Government would be ready to take part
in an international conference where Germany and Czechoslovakia,
among other nations, would be represented, to find & different
method of settling the Sudeten German question from  that
expounded in _Harr Hitler's proposals, keeping in mind the
pomhie_rervnrtmg to the so-called Anglo-French plan, In the
note which Mr, Masaryk delivered to Mr. Chamberlain yesterday
afternoon,(*) mﬂn}ion was made of the fact that the Czechosloval
Government, having accepted the Anglo-French note under the
most severe pressure and extreme duress, had no time to make
Any representations sbout its many unworkable features, The
Czechoslovak Government presumes that, if a conference were
to take place, this fact would not be overlooked by those taking
part in it."

(" Mo, 7.
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My Government, after the experiences of the last few weeks,
would consider it more than fully justifisble to ask for definite and
binding guarantees to the effect that no unexpected action of an
aggressive nature would take place during the negotiations, and
that the Czechoslovak defence system would remain intact during
that period.

I have, &c.
JAN MASARYK.

No. 9.
Letter from the Prime Minister to the Reichschancellor,

My dear Reichskanzler, London, September 26, 1988,
Ix my capacity as intermediary I have transmitted to the Cgecho-
slovakian Government the memorandum which your Exeellency gave
me on the occasion of our last conversation.

The Czechoslovakian Government now inform me that, while they
adhere to their acceptance of the proposals for the transfer of the
Sudeten-German areas on the lines discussed by my Government
and the French Government and explained by me to you on Thursday
last, they regard as wholly unacceptable the proposal in your memo-
randum for the immediate evacoation of the areas and their
immediate occupation by German troops, these processes to take
place before the terms of cession have been negotiated or even
discussed.

Your Excelleney will remember that in my letter to you of Friday
last I said that an attempt to occupy forthwith by German troops
areas which will become part of the Reich at once in prineiple and
very ghortly afterwards by formal delimitation, would be condemned
as an unnecessary display of foree, and that, in my opinion, if
German troops moved into the areas that you had proposed, I felt
sure that the Czechoslovakian Government would resist and that this
would mean the destruction of the basis upon which you and I a
week ago agreed to work together, namely, an orderly settlement of
this question rather than a settlement by the use of force. I referred
also to the effect likely to be produced upon public opinion in my
country, in France and, indeed, in the world generally. ]

The development of opinion since my return confirms me in the
views 1 expressed to you in my letter and in our subsequent
conversation.

In communicating with me about your proposals, the Government
of Czechoslovakia point out that they go far beyond what was agreed
to in the so-called Anglo-French plan. Czechoslovakia would be
deprived of every safeguard for her national existence. She would
have to yield up large proportions of her carefully prepared defences
and admit the German armies deep into her country before it had
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been organised on the new basis or any preparations had been made
for its defence. Her national and economic independence would
automatically disappear with the acceptance of the German plan.
The whole process of moving the population is to be reduced to panie
flight.
ﬂI learn that the German Ambassador in Paris has issued a
communiqué which begins by stating that as a result of our
conversations at Godesberg your Excellency and I are in complete
agreement as to the imperative necessity to maintain the peace of
Europe. 1In this spirit I address my present communication to vou.
In the first place, I would remind your Excellency that as the
Czechoslovakian Government adhere to their acceptance of the
roposals for the transfer of the Sudeten-German areas there can

no question of Germany * finding it impossible to have the clear
rights of Germans in Czechoslovakia accepted by way of negotiation,"
I am quoting the words at the end of your Excellency’s letter to
me of Friday last.(*)

On the contrary, a settlement by negotiation remains possible and,
with a clear recollection of the conversations which you and I have
had and with an equally clear appreciation of the consequences which
must follow the abandonment of negotiation and the substitution of
foree, T ask vour Excellency to agree that representatives of Germany
shall meet representatives of the Czechoslovakian Government to
discuss immediately the situation by which we are confronted with
a view to settling by agreement the way in which the territory is
to be handed over. I am convineed that these discussions can be
completed in a very short time, and if you and the Czechoslovakian
Government desire it, T am willing to arrange for the representation
of the British Government at the discussions,

In our conversation, as in the official communiqué issued in
Germany, you said that the only differences between us lay in the
method of carrying out an agreed principle, If this is 8o, then
surely the tragic consequences of a conflict ought not to be incurred
over a difference in method,

A conference such ag T suggest would give confidence that the
cession of territory would be carried into effect, but that it would be
done in an orderly manner with suitable safeguards,

Convinced that your passionate wish to see the Sudeten-German
question promptly and satisfactorily settled can be fulfilled without
incurring the h}:man misery and suffering that would inevitably
follow on a conflict T moa} l::;neatl}r urge you to accept my proposal.

L
Yours faithfully,
NEVILLE CHAMBERLATN,

() No. 4.
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No. 10.
Letter from the Reichschancellor to the Prime Minister.

i Translation.)

Dear Mr. Chamberlain, Herlin, September 27, 1988,
I mave in the course of the conversations once more informed

Sir Horace Wilson, who bronght me your letter of the 26th S8eptember,

of my final attitude. I should like, however, to make the following

written reply to certain details in your letter ;—

The Government in Prague feels justified in maintaining that the
|roposals in my memorandum of the 28rd September went far
Lbeyond the concession which it made to the British and French
Governments and that the acceptance of the memorandom would rob
Czechoslovakia of every guarantee for its national existence. This
statement is based on the argument that Czechoslovakia is to give up
s great part of her Lsrepnrnd defensive system before she can take
steps elsewhere for her military protection. Thereby the political
and economic independence of the country is automatically abolished,
Moreover, the exchange of population proposed by me would turn
ont in practice to be a panic-stricken fight.

I must openly declare that I cannot bring myself to understand
these arguments or even admit that they can be regarded as
seriously put forward. The Government in Prague simply passes
over the fact that the actual arrangement for tiic final settlement of
the Budeten German problem, in accordance with my proposals, will
be made dependent not on a unilateral German petition(*) or on
German measures of force, but rather, on the one hand, on a free
vote under no outside influence, and, on the other hand, to a very
wide degree on German-Czech agreement on matters of detail to be
reached subsequently. Not only the exact definition of the territories
in which the plebiscite is to take place, but the exeention of the
plebiseite and the delimitation of the frontier to be made on the basis
of its result, are in accordance with my proposals to be met indepen-
dently of any unilateral decision by Germany. Moreover, all other
details are to be reserved for agreement on the part of a German-
Czech commission.

In the light of this interpretation of my proposals and in the
light of the cession of the Budeten population areas, in fact agreed
to by Cazechoslovakia, the immediate occupation by German contin-
gents demanded by me represents no more than a security measure
which is intended to guarantee a quick and smooth achievement of
the final settlement, This security measure is indispensable. If the
German Government renounced it and left the whole further treat.
ment of the problem simply to normal negotintions with Ciecho-
slovakia, the present unbearable circumstances in the Sudeten German
territories which I deseribed in my speech yesterday would continue
to exist for a period, the length of which cannot be foreseen. The
Czechoslovak Government would be mmfﬂutaly in a position to drag
out the negotiations on any point they liked, and thus to delay the

(" F decision.
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final settlement. You will understand after everything that has
mm&d that I cannot place such confidence in the assurances received

m the Pragne Government. The British Government also would
surely not be in a position to dispose of this danger by any use of
diplomatic pressure,

That Czechoslovakia should lose a part of her fortifications is
naturally an unavoidable consequence of the cession of the Sudeten
German territory agreed to by the Prague Government itself. If one
were to wait for the entry into force of the final settlement in which
Czechoslovakia had completed new fortifications in the territory which
remained to her, it would doubtless last months and years, But
this is the only object of all the Czech objections. Above all, it is
completely incorrect to maintain that Czechoslovakia in this manner
would be crippled in her national existence or in her political and
economic independence. It is clear from my memorandum that the
German occupation wonld only extend to the given line, and that
the final delimitation of the frontier would take place in accordance
with the procedure which I have already described. The Prague
Government haes no right to doubt that the German military measures
would stop within these limits. 1If, nevertheless, it desires such a
doubt to he taken into account the British and, if necessary, also
the French Government can guarantee the quick fulfilment of my
proposal. T can, moreover, only refer to my speech yesterday in
which I clearly declared that T regret the idea of any attack on
Czechoslovak territory, and that under the condition which T laid
down I am even ready to give a formal guarantee for the remainder
of Czechoslovakia. There can, therefore, be not the slightest question
whatsoever of a check to the independence of Cgzechoslovakia. It
is equally erroneous to talk of an economic rift. It is, on the
contrary, & well-known fact that Czechoslovakia after the cession of
the Sudeten German territory would constitute a healthier and
more unified economic organism than before,

If the Government in Prague finally evinces anxiety also in regard
to the state of the Czech population in the territories to be occupied,
I can only regard this with surprise. It can be sure that, on the
German side, nothing whatever will oceur which will preserve for those
Czechs a similar fate to that which has befallen the Sudeten Germans
consequent on the Czech measures,

In these circumstances, I must assume that the Government in
Prague is only using a proposal for the occupation by German troops
in order, by distorting the meaning and object of my proposal, to
mobilise those forces in other countries, in particular in England
and France, from which they hope to receive unreserved support for
their aim and thus to achieve the possibility of a general warlike
conflagration. T must leave it to your judgment whether, in view of
these facts, you consider that you should continue your effort, for
which T shonld like to take this opportunity of once more sincerely
thanking you, to spoil such maneuvres and bring the Government in
Prague to reason at the very last hour,

(Bigned)  ADOLF HITLER.

Wi, —— zom /38 F.O.P, 17961 Gp. 340
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Dear Franklin,

We have recently had an interesting Bye-Electlon. In Weat
Perthahire, the Duchess of Atholl, announcing herself as opposed to
the forelign polley of the Government, resigned her seat in the House
of Commons in order to fight again on thet -- the sole -- issue,

The Duchess had many things in her favour., There were the
ties of famlly, personsl assoclations, and of clan. Weat Perthshire
weg the homeland of the Duke and heraself, and she had represented it
in Parliament for 15 yezrs. Her opponent, McNalr Snadden, was very
little known in the constituency outslde his own district,

Everything was richt for the Duchess -- except her platform.
She denounced Chamberlain's forelgn policy; Snadden wholeheartedly
supported,it. Her o0ld friends and supporters deserted her in larce
numbers, &nd put Snadden in as M, P, in her astead, A cheery Xmus
Card for Chemberlain!

I told you in my last letter that I had arranged to dlacuss
the "Guy Gaunt" matter with someone at the Admiralty. I did so jJust
before Xmas., I went to the jdmiralty and had 2 talk with Sir Archibald
Carter, the Permanent Secretary. I told him in strict confldence
what had passed between you and me on the subject. He sald he thor-
=oughly appreclated the poasition. In the Admiralty, he sald, they had
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read Gaunt's newspaper articles about n year ago in the "Sunday
Express", but they had heard nothing &3 regards the publication

by him of a book., Carter sald that he would be very glad to

have qulet enquigries made with & view to discovering, if posslble,
whether such a book was in process of publicetilon, If he dld4 find
this to be ao, he would meke dliscreet approaches to the Publishers
in the sense that the ﬁ&gir&lty hoped that the book would conteln
nothing of an indlscreet or sensatlonal nature, In thls way he
thought that possibly he might be able to get & look at the lanu-
=gerlipt. He would do all he could, he said, to endeavour to ascer-
-tain the facts of the position, and would get into touch with me
agaln in due courase,

He then went on to tell me that Gaunt had been creating
trouble in Tangier -- where he haa been residing for some little
time past -- by making agalnst the British Consul-Ceneral falgse
accusations of pro-Fasclst sympethies and actions. It so happened
that,on the dey that Carter told me thls,there was a reply in the
House of Commons by the Under Secretary for Forelgn Affalrs to
a queation on the subject which had been put by & Member célled

(hfqud‘fzkﬂ
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The reply did not mention Gaunt by neme, but only referred to
him as & "certain British resident in Tangler", I enclose &
cutting from "The Times" giving the Foreign Office reply to
Maxton's question, The reply mey perhzps interest you as
showing Gaunt's lateat activities! He appears to met one "bee
in his bonnet" after another! And each one buzzes more furious-
=ly than its predecessor!

I alao enclose snother cutting from "The Timeg"
which will probably interest you -- it relates to an important
bequest of Eighteenth Century ship models , nautical books, plans
and pictures made to the South Hensincton Sclence Museum by the
late F, C, Ihlee of Paston Hall, Peterborough. A curious name,
Ihlee! I have never heard it before!

Faith &and I have had &n old-fashioned Xmas with
friends in Kent. It has been snowing for five days!

With meny good wishes from us both; who

can sny what the year 1939 will bring forth?

Yours as ever,

The Preaident
The White House Lalliin A../u__,
Wesghington, D, C,

n.--""'_-_'_._._.__
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- THE TIMES FRIDAY DECEMBER 23 1938

ACCURATE SHIP
MODELS

BEQUEST TO SCIENCE
| MUSEUM

THE IHLEE COLLECTION

| An important bequest of ship models,
[together with certain nautical books,
| plans, and pictures, has been made to the
Science Museum by the late Mr. F. C,
Ihlee, of Paston Hall, Peterborough. The

bequest includes 30 models of ships of |

the period 1700 and 1850, and will be mast
valuable in filling gaps in the collection ut
South Kensington,

Mr. Ihlee formed his collection over a
period of many years, and often his
specimens are original dockyard models,
which were a3 a rule made before the |
building of a ship and submitted 1o the
MNavy Board. He personally supervised
the restoration of several of them, and
the work thus done shows eraftsmanship
of a very high standard, Some eight
years ago Mr. Thlee decided to bequeath
the whole of his collection to the Science
Museum, }

The museum stall s now engaged on |
identifying as exacily as possible the ships
which certain of the 5 represent, A
stlection from the bequest has, however,
already been placed on exhibition, and this
includes & particularly fine contemporary
model, on the scale of 1:72, of a 40-gun
ship built during the early part of the reign
of Queen Anne. It shows the profuse carving
and gilding which was a feature of most

British ships until 1703, when the Admiralty
issued an order restricting carvi nndl
decoration, It has been s sted, use

A contemporary model of a 60-gun shi
collection of ship-models bequeathed to the
Mr. F, C, Ihlee.

of the cupids at the stern and supporting the
Iigun:heu:r, that the ship represenied may have
been the ** Love,"”

FIRST RATERS

Another model on view is that of a 60-gun
ship of about 1719, st which time, although
much of the more elaborale carving and

ingerhread work hed disappeared, the painted
ricsework on the sides and sterns of naval
vessels was sill somewhat ornate. A dock-
yard model of a first rate of the early part
ol the evighteenth century, which has been
restored  with  great  sccuracy, s especially
interesting in being made in two portions,
the upper of which can be lifted off so that
the mterior constructional features can  be
ROCIL 1
A fourth model is of g first-rate line-ol-hattle
ship of 1839, repuied to be H.M.5. 1,
of 110 guns, This was primarily intended 1o

Mustrate the ril;gling,,o ond was reri nnd
restored Mr. Ihlee personally, sl
scale (1:120) of the model, which is only

about 30t long in all, made very fine crafis-

manship necessary if details were to be repro-
duced accurntely, Eur{. length of mr-.ﬁ:u
was made on a specially desi T
machine, and all but the very smallest blocks
are fitted with metal sheaves, Every splice
has been properly lﬁkﬂl. and the urd-:rr Irsj:-l'
ve n s been most carefu ¥
obssrved. .

Amang the models in the collection which
are not yet on view are two roval yuchts, two
sloops, two 64-gun rhips, a T4-gun ship, and

o frigate, all of the eighteenth century, and two

frigntes of the early nineteenth century.
FIVE YEARS OF RESTORATION

Mr. Thlee bought many of his ship models |
in competition with American collectors, and
he himsell designed and built the complete
plant of tools which made the accuracy of his
restorations possible,

By a coincidence, a furiher example of his
care in this rrsﬁn:l has lately reached the
museum in the shape of a el of a 90-gun
ship of about 1719. This was scquired by |
the Museum authorities some vears nEa. and
was then an slmost complete wreck., Mr,
Ihlee volunicered. to restore it and for five
years kept two workmen, whoss work was
finished only just before his death, empkur:dr
on this 1 alone.

of about 1719, It is in the
Science Museum by the late
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Dear Falth and Arthur:-
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Thank you ever so much for checking
on Gaunt's book. -

Colonel The Homorable and lirs. Arthur Murray,
Carr House,
H ord Gtreet W.I,
London

England.
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Carﬂngkxhﬁmuse
_}’Iar’:fnrd 8%reel W. 1.
C‘mr_i. 0495

February 10th, 1939

Dear Franklin,

Tn a note I had from the Prime Minister some days
ago -- in response to one of mine -- he says: "while it
looks asg if immedlate danger hae been averted I am sure that
the reports of the President's communication to the Senate
Committee will have a very powerful effect in Europe",

In the matter of Guy Gaunt's literary efforte: I
have word to-day from Sir Archibald Carter (of the Admiralty)
of a, temporarily at any rate, satisfying character. He
says:~- "According to the information we have been able to
obtain, there is no 1likelihood of the book in question belng
published at the present time, If the possibility does
arise, we hope to hear of it in advance", So far, so good;
and it 1s to be hoped that Gaunt will be fully employed
making a nuisance of himeelf in Tangler for a very long
time to come,

Yesterday Falth and I had lunching with us

Willie Tyrrell and George Trevelyan, two most interesting



versonalities -- the former one of the ablest and wisest
diplomats of our time; the latter one of the greatest

of British historians, Tyrrell 1is lese anxious about
the immediate situation than when last I saw him, Reports
that reach him tend to indicate that Hitler 1s not quite
"the law unto himself" that he was six monthe ago, and
that thie, coupled with jealousies and bickerings in the
Nazl party and the increasingly difficult economic situa-
-tion in the Reich, are factors against a crisis culmin-
-ating in war-like actlon, Createst factors of all, no
doubt, are the growing -- and it is now of large growth --
British rearmament; Franco-British (I mean, of course,
French-British!) solidarity; and, last but not least, fear
of the United States, All this does not mean that there
does not 1ie before the Western democracies a testing-time,
and a strenuous diplomatic ordeal shorter or longer in
coming to ite issue, Nor can there ever be ruled out the
poseibility that Hitler -- the man in whose head, as
Neville Chamberlain ssid to me, 1daau';wall and swell to
bursting pninﬁi-- might attempt to stake everything on a

new adventure, and we must ardently hope that coming events



-

in Spain offer no such "crisis" opportunity of any vital
Moment ,

Mention of Spain reminds me that I was lunching ten
daye ago in Edinburgh with my friend General Sir Walter
Scott of Abbotsford, the descendant of the great Scottish
novelist -- and also, on the distaff side, a descendant
of the Murrays of Falahill, Walter Scott is an exception-
-ally nice fellow -- of ereat charm, frank, open and most
likeable, He and General Franco have been friends for a
a number of years, and he has been to Spain several times
during the civil war on vieits (of a personal and friendly
character) to Franco, He tells me that Franco 18 a man
of character and integrity who keeps his word, Franco,
he said, has told him time and again, that he doee not ==
in the event of victory -- intend to pursue a policy other
than that of complete Spanish independence free from any
foreign control, All thie for what 1t 1is worth, my only
comment being that I would find it difficult to concelve
that Walter Scott would take to, and be friends with a man,
if that man were not akin to himself in nature,

Last night the temperature was higher than 1t
normally is in June! What times we live in'

88 ever yours, 4 A g .
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AN CALA,
ISLE OF SEIL,
BALWICAR 3T, ARGYLL-

May 20th, 1939

The President
The White House .
Washington, D,C,

Dear Franklin,

You will remember that -- at the Prime Miniaster's
request -- I saw the Alr Minieter, Sir Kingsley Wood, on
the subject of your "Air Programme” suggestions, and that
he said to me that he was very grateful indeed to you
for the snirit of helpfulness and co-operation in which
the suggestiona were conceived, as well as for the succes-
~-tions themselves, He would have them very carefully
examined, he said, and, thereafter, get into touch with
me again,

I now have a confidential letter from him in
which he says how very greatly he values your helpful
suggestions, and then continuesi-

"I would be grateful if you would let the
President know that you have bﬁen in touch with me con- .

-fidentially, and that while the Alr Ministry naturally

————



do not wish to circumscribe in any way the materials and
articles which they might wish to procure in war, it is
Probable that the chief needs would be for light alloys
in the form of sheet, strip and extrusions, and for
navigational and other instruments used in aircraft, It
18 probable that there would be adequate plant and manu-
facturing capacity in this country to deal with any baslc
materials which were sunplied from the United States, It
would naturally be of the greatest asesistance in planning
the provision of plant and manufacturing space in this
country if some indication could be given of the materials
and articles which it 1s thought could be supplied from
the States,"

I have written Kingsley Wood that I am sending
on his foregoing message to you, I have arranged to see
him when I am in London next week,

Whatever the future may bring forth so far
as the High Priest of Nazi evil-mindedness 18 concerned
a great change has come over the Furopean Situation
as compared with a few months ago, The main initiative
has changed hands from the Dictatorships to the Democracies;
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the procese of change having been assisted in momentous

measure by your historic and powerful messages, Never
in history has there been anything approaching the like
of your notable "Thirty Nation Aggression" guestionaire
to Hitler with its instantaneous "braking" effect., What
a slgh of profound thankfulness and gratitude to you
went up from ue all as we became apprised of the cour-
-ageous message and watched its beneficent results,
And now =~ whatever the diplomatic tensions of the near
future -- confidence behind the "peace front" grows, And
ir indeed the self-described "greatest German that ever
lived" sees fit, in megalomaniacal mood, to let loose
in the panoply of war the monster "with no breath of
divinity" that he has created, then assuredly he hastens
to his own doom,

I have once or twice before, in letters to
You, referred to the political situation in Great Britain
88 evidenced by the results of by-electiona. There
were three by-elections last week, and thelr main feature
l1s the apathy of the electorate, In the Abbey Division
of Westminster the total poll was only 30 per cent, in
North Southwark 40 per cent, and in the Aston Division
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of Birmingham 45 per cent, The first and third are emin-
-ently safe Government seats, and the result in both cases
was a foregone conclusion, In the second the Government
had the very narrow majority of T9 votes at the last
General Election, and it was not expected that the seat
could be held, particularly as the same Socialist candi=-
-date was standing agaln and as his Government opponent
was young and inexperienced, The Soclalist candidate, in
thie case, won the seat by a majority of 1500, but the
Socialist poll was over 2000 below what 1t was in 1935 at
the General Election, so the the result 1s no evidence of
& soclalist revival even in that constituency., Indeed,
had there been less electoral apathy, the Government might
have held the seat, and the lesson will probably not be
loet in two by=-elections which are pending, Certainly
the Government have no reason to be dissatlafied with the
course of the by-elections, 0f the TC0 which have taken
place since the General Election in 1935, the Government
have lost only 14 -- 11 to the Soclallists and 3 to Inde~
=pendents -- which 18 qulte a remarkable record for a
Government now in its fourth year of office, Indeed, in

the thirty years in which I have been in Parliamentary,or
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in close touch with political, l1life I can remember nothing

5.

like it, Generally speaking, it 18 probably not untrue
to say that a substantlal section of Soclallists are not
prepared at the moment to vote againet the Government
(in the country, I mean, not in Parliament) because they
are not at heart antagonistic eilther to ite forelgn
policy or to the introduction of compulsory military
training,

When Falth and I were at Monte-Carlo at the
end of March we lunched one day on board H,M,S, Devonshire
with her Captain, Muirhead-Gould, He was the hero of
the exploit at Minorca, and by his tact and skill prevented
what might have developed into a "fireworks" situation as
between France and Italy, The story, as he told it to
Us, was an intensely interesting one, and I ashall hope, one
day, to tell it to you, Muirhead-Gould was British Naval
ﬁttadh;rin Berlin, 1934=37, and knowse Hitler and all the
ré&ime well, In a letter I have raéaivaﬂ from him to-day
he says: "The international situation seems to be simmer=
-ing at the moment, though I feel that tension will increase
again very shortly, "Madolf" doee not care much for such

diplomatic rebuffs ae our Agreement with Turkey, and I



think he will do something somewhere to endeavour to regain
his lost"face", Even better, from his point of view, 1if
he could push his partner, "Busso" (Madolf & Bueso, the
Maddo clowns)) into some fresh imbroglio, But his chancee
of doilng that are becoming less and less,”

We are having a nice Spring here, and the
garden colours of the Azaleas and other Spring plante
are this year particularly gorgeous, We shall be down
in London for Ascot, Deaplte re-armamentland A.R,P,
preparations,of an intensive nature, the nation's life
continues in ite usual strain, This 18 as it should be,
The country has a Prime Minister and Government in whom
it trusts, and to whom it has entrueted the taek of putting
Britain on a "ready-for-war" basis, And it proceeds about
its bueiness, And, in my humble Judgment. , hhﬁs trust is
well=founded, In particular the Defence Departments
&re represented by able and energetic men, The Air Ministry,
a8 I think I have said to you before, is pre-eminently
fortunate in beins under the direction of Sir Kingsley Wood,
a4 statesman who has shown outstanding ability and drive in
each of the high ministerial offices which, at different



times, he has held, He and I were a number of years
together in the House of Commons, In those days we
sat on opposlte sides of the House, In these days

our thoughts and opinione are united in a common cauge,

With Faith's and my love, and every good

wish,

yours as ever,

Am.A.w..}

A e e S
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June 3rd, 1539

Dear Franklin,

My friend, General Sir Walter Scott of Abboteford
(descendant of the great historical novelist) knows Franco
very well, and the situation in Bpain, I asked him a
short time mgo what he thought of Serrano Suner, Franco'e
"so-called" brother-in-law, I have now received his reply
to my query, It hae occurred to me that it may interest
you to see it, so I enclose a copy. It deale generally
with the situation in Spain, with which you are, of course,

very well acquainted, but 1t supplies another view-point,

We are having a wonderful late Epring and early
summer here =- blue sky, blue sea, and the rugged outline

o

of the Islands, Bcarba, Jura, lslay and Mull, changing colour

almost every minute of the day. We much wish you were with

us here to enjoy it all,

With our love and every good wish,

yours as aver,

PAT. % A“"""";

— —
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Confidential.

Serrano Suner is a very hard working little man
between 40 and 50, and his wife is the sister of kme. Franco.
Hence he 1s not strictly speaking "brother-in-law". He was
in the Model Priscon st Madrld and had a hell of a tlime from
the Reds but was relsccsed on exchange in 1837 (I think) and
was made Minlster of the Interior least year. He i3 a hot
Falange and always appears In a blue shirt. He and two other
Ministers are most unpopular in Spain. At the ssme time I would
npgt say that he ever controls Franco. But he 1s sverywhere
nicknamed the "Cunadisimno" (Cunado 1s brother-in-law in Spanish)
as distinet from the "Cenerallsimo" (Franco). There wera
strong rumours last winter that German influences were working
to make Sufier head of the State lnstead of Franco. My 1anlorma-
tion (pretty aure) 1s that there 1s no hope of such a changs and
I am told on very good authority that Sufer, after his visit to
Germany last August or September, returned disgusted with Naz!l
methods. One observent Spanlard has told me that Suner & Co.
have placed all sorts of unsultable "Falange" persons in the
posts of Military and Clvil Governorships; but against that

the new head-men at Barcelona and Madrld are Monarchists!

|



Spaln will not stand "Wildemen" Falangists in important
posts for long. There 1s the steadyling influence of the
Requetes (old Carlists) who are for God, King & Country. The
"Falange" party 1s, llke Fascism in Ttaly, the ordinary citizen's
reactlon to Communism and Anarchy, from both of which Franco
has saved Spain. Franco 1s no gself-seek ep and he only thinks
of his country. He and the Army will see that Spain 1is not
run by a clique of self-seeskers (some Falangista are!) for the
next few years, Franco 1s very quiet, and says little; but
the Falange will be allowed to hang themselves| What I put my
shirt on is this:- 1If there is 1 European War to-morrow op
this year, Franco will declare the neutrality of Spain. Spain is
not golng to be run by Eﬂz_fﬂreign Interests and 1t wil1 be
delighted when the last Itallan and German soldiar loaves!

I said all this two Years ago.

O0f course the remnants of the French Fopular Front, and
a clique of Qual d'Crsay officials in Paris, and the Komintern
and Grand Orient of France and Spain, a re doing thelr bast to
break the Bérerd-Jordana Agresment, and are causing intense
111-feeling in Spain towards France. It is all so stupid and
shortsighted. It looks as if they were doing their best to
sive France a third hostile frontier, It 1s the same people
(plus the Marin group in the Chambre) who have been blocking a
settlement between France and Italy over Jibutil, the Canal and

Tunia.



Of course Italy and Germany will have preferential

treatment commerclally; but considering what they did to

help Franco in the winter of 1936-37 (after Russia and the
Eaa————i

French Government had already started) and since, one cannot

complaln, especlally as so many of our people have done their

best to antagonise Franco & Co. All that scare about

“ibraltar and Tangler the other day was all false propaganda,

partly Red and partly German. I hear from Tangler that we

were laughed at over 1t all!

May 25th, 1¢39,
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AN CALA,
ISLE OF SEIL,
BALVICAR 37, ARGYLL.

June 21s8t, 1939

Dear Franklin,

One day during that most delightful visit of ours
to you at Hyde Park in October last, the subject of English
"Milk Marketing Schemes" arose in conversation between your-
self and me, "The Milk Marketing Board" has recently
held ites Anmual General Meeting, and the Chalrman gave an
acocount of the progress made to date by the Board, I
thought, perhaps, it might interest you to have a copy of
his speech so that you can glance at 1it, should the spirit
move you to do so! Accordingly, I send you a copy herewith,

The situation in Tientsin arouses memoriee of the
days of the Boxer campailgn of 1800 when I was quartered there
for a time after the relief of the Pekin Legations, The
passage of 35 years has seen no change in the Japanese char-
acter -- truculence, impudence, trickery, swollen-headedness
and brutality, still remain ite principal elements, And
what better description could be applied to the character
of the réhinn that casts ite hideous shadow across the path
of European peace? That r‘kin-. with 1tlihxl;‘1ll!ll,



is now waging a war of positional manceuvring with all the
resources at ite dispoeal, As you know, from the advent
of Hitler to power I never had any illusions on the subjeot

of the kind of gangsters that he and his associates were,
History will relate how successive Governmente in this
country refused to "face facts" in this connection, But,
bowever that may be, this Government i& now "facing facts",
and the fact, as it seems to me, which stande out in bold
rellef 1s that the totalitarian partners have not abated

by one jot their determination to attempt to ococupy all
ltrltogicallg valuable positions that can still be taken
without provoking a major war, The aime of Hitler-Mussolini
Policy remain the same -- an aggressive and brutal imper-
~ialism, And who can say what mad "bolt from the blue" may
emanate from the disordered mind of a man living, as does

Hitler, in a self-imagined world whose immensity stregtches
immeasurably further than the mental horizon of the normal

individual? "The greatest German that ever lived" -- that
self-styled epithet will rise up in the pages of history to
haunt his memory, -- i1s, so those who know him well say,
consumed by an overpowering hatred of his enemies, the "be-
-trayers"”, Great Britain, France and Peland; and by this
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gentiment his political judgment 1s almost exclusively

-

domlnated, It 18 to be hoped that some day we shall know
exactly what fell from hies 1lipe when he read the enthusiastic
accounts of the King and Queen's historic visit to yourself)
At least we may be sure that the accounts cannot have tended

to make him calmer or saner in mind or spirit)

Faith and I are jJust back from London where we
"d14" the Ascot Meeting, and,like most people, backed more
losers than winners -- a black Ascot. The one horse we
ought to have backed, but dfdn't, was called "America" -- it
won at the long odds of 20 to 1 ! Next time, in similar
oircumstances, we shall allow the heart to rule the head!

Glorious summer weather here, with gentle

breezes off the sea,

With our love and every good wigh,

Yours as ever,

The President d* ﬁz l‘mﬁ#&Jaq
The White House
Washington, D,C,. i

“i ﬂ. ‘-t = ~iE ——
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I cannot write you of the many delight-
ful events in the visit of the

of good, and, incidensally, I formed a really
deep and affectionate regard for your Soverelign.

My plans are fairly definite — I

the Guﬁn vill adjourn August first
then I w phﬁlﬂtt?ﬂ.tu-m

My best to you both,

As ever youwrs,

The Honorable Colonel Arthur Murray,
An Cala,

Isle of 3Seil,

Argyll,
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Do send me another line.

As ever yours,

Mrs. Arthur Murray,

Isle of Sell,

1,
Sootland.
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"'STANDARD FORM Mo, 144
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT -
MARCH 10, 1926 From ml[B mh[tg gamlﬁﬂ
Washington
I

TELEGRAM 8

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

m U. 5. GOVERMMENT PRINTING OFFICE TaTaz
July 28, 1939.
COLONEL THE HONORABLE ARTHUR MURRAY
AN CALA
OBAN

OVERJOXED YOU ARE COMING WILL NOT BE BACK FROM PACIFIC
COAST UNTIL OCTOBER FIFTEENTH IT WILL BE GRAND TO SEE

You
ROOBEVELT
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August 24, 1939,

Dear Arthur:-

I am dlotating g- on ﬂ:- trll.uil'n-
Hook %o washington out my orulse
far obvious mm;. !1::1 2 pure unadulterated
devil Hitler is,

And this latest Russian business makes
things on their faoce infinitely more Aiffioult for
mmm-m-— though;, frankly, I do not

u.‘ll‘!l hﬂlh uﬁ: lu:- gg-:h:.uh m-mﬂ::l.“
aid even they not ma non-aggEress
treaty »ith Germany.

nnnllllmthmrﬂn-nm-hm:
hh-mlhxﬁuumnumlptnﬂﬂ



flﬂl‘lbllﬂlrhﬂﬁhllﬂlﬂfm“m
they were in , 1914,

¥y best to you doth,

As ever yours,

Colonel The Honorable Arthur Murray,
An Cala

Isle of Seil,



AN CALA,
ISLE OF SEIL,
BALVICAR 37, ARGYLL-

August 2nd, 1939

Dear Franklin,

Just a few lines (to supplement my cables to you)
to esay how very much indeed we are looking forward to our

visit to you,
We are so glad that mid~October 1s convemient to

you as it works in (for me) with the possibility of being
absent from Rallroad and other business meetings,

We shall arrive New York, Ritz Botel, 4n the
"New Amsterdam”, on October 12th, and await your word! 1In
any event, I have several things to do in connection with
our British Rallways organisation in New York,

The "Mauritania" (same date) was booked up, But,
having voyaged to you last year in a Scottish boat, it is
in any case highly appropriate that this year a Dutch liner
should convey us to your shores'

The devout hope must be expressed that the "Angel
of Peace" will still, in October, be hovering o'er Europe,
Who can say? Ae you so éppoeltely remark in your last



letter: "one guess l& as good as another", I was in London
last week and had talkes with Walter Runciman and Willie
Tyrrell. Both send to you thelr warm greetings, Neither
conceals the gravity of the situation as he sees it, Tyrrell
inclines to the opinion that if Hitler 1s really convinced
that Britain means business he will most likely avoid a

line of action that would "bring Britain in", But is he so
convinced? Every endeavour is being made to convince him,
If the endeavours fall, and a European catastrophe be let
loose, then, with Jenna Baillie, the British people will

say:
"War ies honourable

In those who do their native righte maintain;
In those whose swords an iron barrier are
Between the lawlese spoller and the weak,"

I had a chat in London with my old friend Sir Walford
Belby, British Ambassador to Portugal, who is home on leave
from Lisbon, He referred in the warmest terms to the
friendliness and moral support he had received whilst British
Minister in Vienna before the Anschluss, and now -- during
his present Ambassadorship in Lisbon -- from Your diplomatic



2.

representatives in those cities, He described as "intense
in the extreme" the efforts being made in Portugal by Nazi
agents to direct Portuguese governmental and public opinion
into Nazi channels,

We are just off to spend a few days with friends
of ours at Philiphaugh, near Selkirk, You will remember
that our common ancestors, the Murrayes of Falahill, acquired
== & nice modern word to cover robbery and brigandage of
those far-away days! -- the property of Philiphaugh, 1In
the early years of this century the property was purchased
by the father of the present proprietor, 8ir Samuel Steel,

With our every good wish,

as ever yours,

The President ﬂ..-. 14.4,«,.\
The White Houge A

Washington,

P.,S. Runciman told me that the King said to him: "I formed
& warm regard for the President, and have the greatest
admiration for him, We enjoyed our stay with him

tremendously, " &

P,8,2 Falth was delighted to get your letter, She 1is writing
to you, You will probably be on your Pacific Coast
tour when you get this, and we hope it 18 not being
over strenuous,

-

-—



Septesber 11, 1939,

Dear Falth and Arthuri-

Falth's letter was v wel come
and got here two days before Arthur's egram.
It 1s, of course, a very t disappointment
that the visit has to be deferred, but I need
not tell you that no matter how long 1t takes
to end Hitlerism you have a definite date at
Hyde Park about two weeks later.

The inevitabiissy has happened
m--ﬂ-unruupampmmt-m
that :I.-—un “inevitabllities” w no longer
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NLT THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITEHOUSE WASHINGTON

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR LETTER OF TWENTYFOURTH AUGUST OUR DISAPPOINTMENT
AT BEING UNABLE TO VISIT YOU NEXT MONTH IS INTENSE BRITISH WILL TO VICTORY
REMAINS AS OF YORE OUR LOVE AND BEST WISHES

ARTHUR MURRAY
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Hyde Park, N. Y.
October 31, 1939.

Dear Arthuri-

1 am awfully glad to have yours of October
firset, for I had been thinking much of you and Faith
and wondering what m had bm doing since those

evil days at the begl ng September when the
second attack on oinlh ion u you and I know 1t
began.

All I can say is CGod blese both and
take care of yourselves and remember tF. D. R
is thinking much of you and of all you are doing.

It is good to read what you say about
India and the Near East — and the other day came
'“2' of the excellent action of the Turkish Covern—
mens .

I myeelf am going th:mgh a bit of a
fight - words not bombs - with the irreconcilable
isolationists in both Houses of the Congress, but

I am going to win out and I think the result will
help the general pioture because it will carry the
main objective even though it may be modified in
certain secondary respects.

I gather the morale both in Britain and
France ie excellent — keep 1t up.

You and I, in spite of our infirmities,

can still carry on even though it may not be in
uniform.



Give Faith my love and tell her the visit
is only postptmed.

I have just
I wish much you could picnic with me at the Hill
cottage. Two weeks from now I
for our annual election day end

Colonel The Honorable Arthur Murray
Carrington House, .
Hertford Street,

London, W. 1.,

England.
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Carrington House,
Hertford Btreet,
London, W, 1

AN CALA,
ISLE OF SEIL,
BALYICAR 3T ARGYLL-

October 1s8t, 1939

The President
The White Houge
Washington, D,C,

Dear Franklin,

A month has elapsed since I cabled you that, as
& result of the outbreak of The Hitler War, Faith and I were
unhappily debarred from paying you in October our much-looked-

to wvisit,

Five and twenty years ago I sald good-~bye to Edward
Grey, and the Foreign Office, and the House of Commons, and
not long afterwards was engaged with my Regiment in blond¥
battles in the neighbourhood of ¥Ypres, In this war, alas’
I must content myself with work on the Home Front, and of
that there 18 more than enough for all of us "of a certain
age" to do,

It would be intensely interesting to be able to
read the verdict of posterity on the events leading up ==
during the last 5 years -- to the catastrophe of to-day,
Assuredly it will be asked how it came to pase that Britain
was 80 blind to the intentions of Hitler and his associates
in brutality as ever to allow them -- as Goering last year
triumphantly proclaimed -- "to get ahead in re-armament",
Heavy lies the renponuibilit{ on those in and out of Govern-
~ment from 1933 to 1937 who "threw dust in the eyes of the
people" and permitted themselves to believe that the Nazi
Reglerung was composed of men of peace and good=~will, Fre-
-quent and persistent were the warnings to the contrary from
knowledgable persons, but these they heeded not, "See what
Hitler 1s doing for Germany", they said, and looked on com=
~placently while he left the League, withdrew from Locarno,
marched into the Rhineland, introduced conseription, and
built up the army with which to pursue the policy which he

had openly proclaimed in "MEIN KAMPF", a book which few, if



any, of them had condescended to read, Too late came the
ery, "stand up to the agressor", At a most unpropitious
moment came from Eden in the House of Commons the statement
that (as Foreign Secretary) he stood for "peace at almost
any price" -- how the Nazi hlerarchy must have chuckled at
thig -- and had Eden's policy of declining to enter into
conversations with Mussolini in the Spring of 1938 prevailed
over that of Chamberlain it is highly likely that Italy
would have been in the War against us to-day, How vast a
pity 1t is that full advantage was not taken of the momentous
lead given in your great "Quarantine the Agressor" speech
at Chicago, As long ago as 1933 Edward Grey, in the last
public speech he made before hie untimely decease, sounded
the warning note when, in referring to Hitler's advent to
power, he sald, "we muet ask ourselves what the position
would be in Europe to-day if Germany were armed”"; and in my
last conversation with him before he died that year he sald
to me, "Af this is the new Germany, we shall have to alter
our attitude towarde her" But we never did,

All this, however, is past history, and now only
of academic interest, The errors and misjudgments of yes-
~terday have glven place to the firm resolve of to-day to
call a halt to Hitlerite metlioda and ambitions, At least it
can be sald that the delays in so doing have revealed those
methods and ambitione in their broadest sense, and have pro-
~duced complete unity of thought and purpose in resisting
them to the uttermost 1imit, The response to the "call" on
the part of the British Commonwealth of Natlions has been
unanimous and determined, On the political situation both
in India and Palestine the outbreak of war has had a remark-
-able effect, In each of those countries there has been
agitation against British rule, And in each case the spect-
-acle of war between Britain and Germany has given a new
angle of thought to dlscontent, Not only Gandhi but Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, whose attitude to the British Government
has been far more unrelenting, realises that any grilevance
now felt by Indian Nationaliste ie trivial in comparison
With what German rule would imply, Over the attitude of
the Jews and Arabe in Palestine the Nazis have suffered one
of the rudest of shocke for they banked on dieaffection in
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the Holy Land as a focus for anti-British agitation through-
-out the Middle East, In Egypt likewise Nazl aspirations
met with a severe and unexpected rebuff, even the Wafdist
Pregs, which in recent years has been strongly anti-Britieh,
resolutely supporting the democratic Powers,

And in Britaln vhat must strike every observer,
in all parts of the country, is the quiet and sober, but
nevertheless iron determination of the British people to
get rid of the Nazil menace, BEritain is roused to a great
war effort and is prepared to fight, to work and to pay
until its purpose has been fully accomplished, It recognlses
Hitlerism for what it is -- false of heart and bloody of
hand, a fox in stealth and a wolf in greed, Cost what it
may, and come whatever foes, Britain and France are grimly
resolved to re-establish the principle of the sguare deal
among the nations, 8Stealing on an international scale
must be crushed underfoot, A month ago Hitler had his choice
between peace and war, He decided for war, Now it is the
democracies who will decide when the time hae come for peace,
And they can look to the future with every confidence, In-
~ternal dieruption in Germany cannot be forfended indefinitely,
and the might of the British Empire and her Allies, and
their determination to rid the world of the virus of Hitleriem
== whatever, and however prolonged, the effort and the heavy
sacrifices -- must inevitably prevail in the end,

And when victory is won, what then? Who can
say, for who can visuallee the conditions and state of
Germany and of Furope when that time comes? We can do no
more to-day than give expression to the feeling which is
uppermost in all our minds namely that every endeavour must
be made to avold the repetition of any errors of the past,
and that some means must be found to overcome, so far as
is humanly possible, once and for good the constant and
continuous menace of Prussianiem, If, at the outset, stern
measures are necessary towarde the consummation of this
end, then they must be taken, To this thought the mindes
of both the British and French peoples are attuned, The
sentiment widely and frequently expressed that the Allies
in 1918 ought to have gone to Berlin has become & motto
in this war for the Britieh Expeditionary Force on whose



lorries and trucks in France may be seen chalked in bold
letters, "BERLIN OR BUST", These are symptoms of the
gpirit in which the British nation is entering on the
fierce and bitter struggle that now lies ahead, In no
war in all its history has it been so united, In no war
has there been such unity between two great and mightily
powerful Allied Natlons as exlasts in mind and purpose

and actlion between Britain and France &t this time, They
do not in any esense underrate the prodigious difficulties
that confront them whether 1p the task of bringing victory
to the Allied arms, or in recuing, it may be,Central
Furope from the gathering forces of a communistic invasion
of thought and ideals, But they march to battle imspired
by the rightness and justice of thelr cause, and encouraged
by the feeling that under your courageous leadership the
sympathiee of the American nation are with them, and
America's industrial resources at their dispossl. 1 may
say that those Members of the Government whom I have
recently seen have spoken to me in the warmest terms of
the immense encouragement they have recelved from your
utterances and actlons,

Walter Runciman, as you know, is now no longer
in the Government, You will be sorry to hear that he has
not been too well -- he came back better from his 3 months
eea voyage in the Spring of this year, but the truth is
that he never really recovered from the strain of hils
¥ission to Prague in July - August, 1938, He 1s now at
his place in Northumberland, I had a letter from Lady
Runciman last week saying that there was nothing seriously
wrong but that he was taking a complete rest from all work,

At the outbreak of war,Faith and I left An Cala
and our Headquarters are now with frlende in Kent, not far
from London, Thence I travel to London, York, Edinburgh and
other centres on my Rallway and other buelnesses essentlal
to the successful prosecution of the war,

We both send you our love and best wishes,
SR e Youre as ever,
3, closure may
perhaps interest you, ﬁ#«.\ X‘W‘—Al

-_______._n—-—-—-*'
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There Has Always Been a Sinister

Streak in the Pacts Between

| Russia and Germany

T OW we know, at any rate fn part, what

4 Y the Russo-German Pact—which was to

have scared Great Britain and France
into sbandoning -Poland—portended. A
Russian march into Eastern Poland to be
followed at & convenient moment by another
Partition,

The explanation of ene of the most
astounding examples of a lightning volte
face Is just territorial Ereﬂi and the
prospect of loot, Presumably the atest

litieal crime of the Elghteenth tury
5 to be repeated in the Twentieth,

Instead of Frederick the Great we have
Adolf Hitler: |nstead of the Em
Cathorine, Joseph Stalin; while Hitler has
to double the part of the successor of Maria
Theresa. Well, he kas all the lusty appetite
af that lady but not the ® conscience © which
30 amused her partners in the erime.
ubecullq the Semiramis or Messallng of
the North

CUNNING OF BISMARCK

There s nothing new, therefore, in 8 Russo-
German Agreement, a8 some people seemed 1o
suppose, and nothing new in the basenesa of
M wrigin, The floor is strewn with the rem-
nants of such agreements, which implies that
they have not been lasting, Whal would in-
deed be oew would be o Hosse-German Pact
inepired By A bon matil,

Teuton mnd Slav have been uneasy neigh-
boiers in spite of long and close noguainisnce
and in spite of the steady Infliration of
German culture into Russio in Tsariag dagys,

Their temperaments are alwars funds-
mentally different and cften opposed. But
kit superior comenercial tude of the Ger-
mans gave them a powerful standing In Russia

THE HANDCLA

before the war; and Cerman Influence was
very strong at the Bussisn Court, owing to the
family alliances of the Romanoffs with the
Hobenzallerns and other German Royal and
Princely Houses,

For years Bismarck made |t the cofner-
stone of his policy to keep on good terma with
Russia. I1 was one of his faveurite maxims
that the wire between Berlln and 5. Peters-
bairg must never on any considerstion be cut.
Naot active belp but Russin's passive acquies-
cenod was what he needed, and be was ready
to pay the price. In 1881 the price was a pledge
to send Prussian troops as and when aired
10 help Russia to put down an Insu on of
the Pales in Russian Poland,

In those days there were Germans—even
I"I"’.I.l'lil!l.l—“\;!lﬂ dared stand up for Freedom,
and Blsmarck’s pro-Russian Wil widely
execraled. He pald no hﬂﬁlﬁbdd an ks
way, for what he secured In return was o fres
hand to seitle the guestion once and for all
&y i whether Prumin or Austris should be
the leader of the German States

That wital part of the problem of German
unification was solved on the feld of Sadowa.
What remalped recelved its lrrevocable solu-
ton at Sedan, Russia being still t amd
nct at all Jath to see the fall of the French
Empire. 8o Blamarck found himsell

Von Ribbenirop and Stalin, Moscow, Aug 23
| nor hindered.  He watchedl and walited, At |

By J. B. FIRTH

the mouniains,” and hed aothing more Lo fear.

Then came the period of the Drelkaiser-
bund, & looss sssocintion of (he three
manarchs of Russia, Germany and Austeia—
" the Northern Consplracy,” an Disraell onoe
called it, Germany was now well on top in
Eurcpe, and Bismarck made her hegemony
even more seciure by drawing Austria close to
ber. The Habsburgs had not ab
ambitbons: they locked 1o the Balkans s the
feld for Austrian expansion, Russia did the
same, Hoth hoped for the major share of the
Bick Man's possessions.  But Austrin by her-
sl eould make no hesd spaingt Russis, snd
If Germany encouraged her appetite, she gave
do in 1914, Hussia was csutbously kepi in
play.

In 1882, after his dismissal, Bismarck looked
back on the games he had played on the
European chequer-board, and wrote:

=Toe Prince (e, himselD has never been of
the opinios that the support of Rumbs's plass
should be the busis ef German diplo
bt Be hat held the view that |1 was nod for

Germany to hamper Ruassla in carrying oot hee

rojecte  Herein Ues o greal difference. The
usitess of blocking the Russian advascs
maturally belongs Lo these Powsn whose
tnferests would direcily suffer from Rumia's
advamce

He would have been well conlent to see
Greal Briain and France, especially (he
former, embrofl themselves with Russin—as
they had done in Crimenn days—by espousing
the cause of Turkey. Esch would have
weakened the other and Germany might have
smatehed something handsome In the way of
| compensaticn

During the long erisls which precedod the
Congreas of Berlin Bismarck nelther helped

the Congress itself he was at his peak. * Dig

ot force me to choose between Russia
and Austrin-Hungary,” he whispered o
Gartchakof.  He was a juggler. as his sge-

copsar sald, who could keep Ave balls in the
mir &t once when no one else could keep more
than twa or three,

Absoliutely’ reallst and cynleal: be en-
couraged Powers o quarrel {f thelr falling
oul made easler the path of & future German

advance.  Germany was on the march
Hizmarck want N concert of Europe
which was Mr. Glodstone’s ™ ideal™ In

foreign polley, and when in 1880 Gladstone’s
Beeting success over the Duleigno incident
had been forgoiten Bismarck neutralised ihe
eflect of It by persunding the Three Emperors
to mign a Convention st Berlin providing for

HITLER ON POLAND
The changed refationship between
GGermany and Poland is an im poriant
factor in the maintenanee
peace and has laid the fo
permanent rfendship.

inns of

=New, 14, 1904

aled their |

no pledge of help, as she was mad encugh to |

i
| the cloaing of the Bosphorus and the Dar-
danelles if the Taar shoild deem that Bussia’s
Interesis required |f.  That was a handsome
sap o throw fo Russis and it cost nothing
for Germany's Interest in Constantinople at
that time was small

His secret = Reinsurance Treaty ™ was truly
Hitlerlan. By it he had pledged Germany o
&kl Russin o re-establishing & new régime in
Bulgaria, and to give Hussin moral and diplo
matic suppart If she decided 1o close (Lhe
entrance 1o the Black Sea,

This celebrated example of the art
dauble-crossing In high politics was kepl &
close secret from his Austrian ally for many
years, and was twice renewed But in (&80
its remewnl was refused by Osrmany, much
to Russia's nstonishment

Refused by Germany. but not by Blamarck
By that time the pilol had been dropped and
Caprivi was Chaneellor In his place, with the
dark and sinister Holsteln |nstalled as chief
expert adviser on policy in the German
Forelgn Ofice. This refusal marked an jm.
porian ning-point In CGermany’s Inter-
national palicy. Her rulers had begun 1o look

¢ FEasl. The Drang nach Osten had
heen mapped out

NEW BID FOR POWER

Germany was taking a much keener interest
In the prospective distribution of Turkiah
provinces which & seemned Imminent, and
she wid prepared fo pasusse & more netive
rile In thwarting Russls's advance towards
the supreme goal of ber aspirations for
centuries=Constantinople

Twenty years laler, when the Germans
began to send military missiona to Turkey,
German  Influsnce bad become paramount
with the Sultan, wnd the Baghded Railway
schems wal the road to complelion. Such
& striking change in the temper of Russo-
Cherman relationd was one of the most Impor-

tant factors in the inlermational situstion.
Buy ihe hands which in the troubled and tor.
j tuous Interval hod  controlled  Germany's
palicy were not the esal, ateady haonds of
Bismarck. — Caprivi, Hohenlohe, Buslow,
Bethmann-Hal . not one of them i

even Buslow, for s versatility and smari-
| mess—could hold a candle to Bismarck, and

all, in turn, were hampered by the restless

vanity of a Kalser who wished 1o be Kaiser
and Chancell tia
Germany, alresdy committed to the pursuil
world-power, and that not in cne directlon
oaly, but in many, was astride the path of

Russia in Turkey and the Far East. It stands
| an record how the Kakser and his Chancells
uraged Hussa 1o overthrow the pe
nalons of Japan 1o dominion in the Far
Esgl and egged her on to fAght & war which
wis nol only rulnous to her military prestige,
bail Inflamed every revolutionary activity in
Russla with renewed hopes of overthrowing
the Tesrdam.

During the years that Russln painfully and
dowly recoversd Germany keplt Europe oo
enterhooks,

When Germany lor the flrst time got Ber
beel on Russia's meck she dictated the Peace
of Brest-Litovsk, compared with which the
* Dictat of Versailles ™ was almost mild, and
she camped her armies of cecupation in the
rich lnnds of the Ukraine and the Crimea, with
full intentlon of drawing permanent tributs
in corn, enttle and coal.

HAS STALIN FORGOTTEN?

Has Russla forgotien that incldenti? [ do
not think so. s Sialin persusded that Hitler
has renounced his oid and earliest dream of
securing for German use the cornflelds of the
Ukraine? 1 do not think so. There is no love
between them, only & common hatred of
Paland and & dommon desire to despofl her
Will the Fushiper welcome the exposure of his
German soldiers 1o the contagion of Bolshevik
propaganda, if and when they make contact?
f‘:n the contrary, be will dread it like the
plague

kose who remember ihe joint Austro-
Prussion aitack on Denmark In the early
tixties af last century will call to mind tha
soon after they overcome the Danish
reilitance llninmmed their weapons against
ape another. Bomething of the same kind may
F happen again. Y

ol




December 13, 1938,

Dear Falth:=

It 8 me good in these heotie days to
have s let from you and %o know all that you
and Arthur are doing. I am wondering if you,
like sowe of my other cousins -- the Martineaus
mmm—mtm—;

worry my much more than I 40 in regard %o
the outoome of i-ﬁulﬁ—t_
out t in the ’ at present time
it ® as 1f we are in for a long pull.

Everything wae 80 besutifully
for the Ootober vislt, inol teas at the
oottage and a pienic -~ chioken s and all
on the grass on top of the hill,

Aotually I had very little time at home
lrtg, hptﬂ-rt > firet -~ mt a rﬂkw weskends
mos spen wa new
in the rileld north of unm-—--"‘
struoture which will oontain a large part of the
manusoript material of the past twenty=five years.

It 1s gu(tnhnr-lu bullding
and I will try eend you a snapshot of 1t after
the roof 1s on, which ought to be in a very short
time now.

However, it wlll never be guite as niece
as the new hill cottage which has the big room
and the porch practically furnished and 1is
walting %o weloome you and Arthur as soon as
the war is over.



You are right about the Senators -- exoeph
one or two like Josh Lee, who continues to talk
the day on the hill. Nevertheless, the
Benate did ocome through in fine shape on the
neutrality embargo repeal bill. 8Sinoe then the
to England

Diplomatie Recepiion -- and will give Mama your
léve and also, I hope, Dalsy Af ghe 1s at home
that weekend.

I think it was a grand idea about your
birthday mossags, It camz zoross spaoce without
any statie and I shall send a return nessaze on
dJonuary thlrtlesth next.

I have the happy thought that perhaps
your Government will, with 1te inoreased purchasing,
over here, send you and Arthur over. Can you put
the into sowebody's mind? After all he has
had that kind of experilences and 1t would be a
good way ticipate an evantual peace. Inoi-
dentally, Af you ocome, why not do so via the
Mediterranean or Lisbon on an American ship?

Give Arthur my best and tell him that
think of you both very often.

L

Affectionately,



A
‘;a':"p.'?' +° For the duration...... ..Bates Farm,

4i¢=‘:;,¢¢n’b Wittersham,
¥ b.f‘?“'..,p"' | Kent.
& Nov. 22 nd.

Dear Mr President Cousin Franklin, .

: I know that you will forgive a
letter on the typer, when I tell you that it will save my eyes an
ache, and probaply yours too t ng to decipher my lomg hand.

We have thought of you heaps and heaps during these
last frightful weeks. We know how_you feel about it, and so do all &
the people here who count Xnow how much your sympathy is with us, and
what you would do.... but perhaps I am saying thlngs I must not say...
i1f so forgive me and I wlll say no more. ;

We have adored getting your letters,
and the now familiar green envelope always glves my heart a little
Jump of "joy - that we should not be quite forgotten even in these strers
uoe days. We,80 disappolnted at havings to cancel our visit to Hyde
Park, and goodnese knows when we shall come now - our taxation is goling
to rule out all extras like that - but I would give up so muchto come
and see you again and to drive with you again up those lovely mountalns
coverd,with the coloured trees, and to knaw chicken bones on the grass
and sek with you looking out on to that divine view from the cottage
in the trees - away from all those horrid Senators! Perhaps I am
saying the wrong thing again, and perhaps you_ love them very much, and
can hardly bear to be out of their sight...... Anyway I am not gol to
let go of the idea that I shall come and see you by hook .or by urog‘ilor
aeroplane before I dle. It must be. It shall be.

Lunch gong gone, mugt go, will return.

Later,
Very zood lunch. Sausages and mash and apple tart and very I

hot coffee.

Arthur is away at the moment. He goes to York and Edinburly
for hie rall meetinge now, The London office is closed..... I think
the Chalrman thought it would be too much of a temptation for Hitler
if he knew where that precious little collection of elderly gentlemen
asgembled to discuse the lighting restriections, or restaurant arrangemme
ents and bad food provided by the Companies(hush)!! He would surely de
drop a bomb from Ribbentrop fsws as a form of retaliation #smam for the
bouts of indigestion used to complain of when he was in this country
and which he once put down to a visit on one of our trains. I wish
I had been on that train, abd had had secnnd sight.....s a little pinch
of arsenic om passing might have saved quite a lot of trouble.... but I
must not talk 1ike theks to you Mr President, but for the moment I was
thinking you were Just an '' ordinary sort of a man_'' as the late King
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George 5 th once described himself. He could never understand what it
was that made the country love him so much, and he made this remark to
the Archbishop of Canterbury shortly before he died - and it was 80 e
typical of hie charactere ud yow v are Mt Jawe Zorf- I ovoliwary aeaw
I have still mot some verbena toilet water
which your mother gave me mhen I was at Hyde Park. It is particulprlghﬂaﬁj
fresh and delicious, I never put it om my hankie without the BMﬂllqh f%
yourself and your adorable mother and lots of other things come vividly ,_
back to te. It 18 curioms how a scent will bring back a memory,like a
I've got some on now. —_) howt o Al dsdarn (Tl Fets ) do ¥l ngue Eaks yon wsp
¢ This 1s our addrese for the duration of the war.’ ‘
We are evacuees! We are staying with a friend who has a delightful w
house - 0ld Jacobean Farm house converted with every modern comfort.
There are two others besides ourselves, all friends. Our host was to
have had the house filled with possibly Bastend jews, but he preferredt
to fill 1t with his friends - so here we are, Arthur is away half the
month on hie various businesses, and I remain here doing whatever turns
up in the way of war work,- nothing officlal - Just dull thinege which
need doing around the parish Pump! It is such a funny sort of war ink
that sort of way. None of the men's Job's seem to fall vacant. A1l
the men are ready and walting but the call never seems to come.
No women seem to be wanted - at least nothing over the age of about 12-
and better still if you are Just cutting your first teeth. It is
very annoying, because one could do so much with a perfectlpm good set
of second teeth,
On the 27th it 1is my birthday. I am goins to give myse=-
=1f a birthday treat, but I am afraid I am too late to let you share 1t =
With me - but I am going to risk 1it. At 12 noon on that day I am
oing to shake your hand mcross space, and I am going to say to you
' Many happy returns to Hyde Park, and God bless and preserve our
dear friend''......, I wish this letter could get there in time, because
at 7 in the morning of the same day -4s noon with us I belelve, and perhsp~
P8 you would send me a message backe while )owu e hatrg Joua
I do not know when we shall return to our little house
on the hill in Argyll, because I could not g0 so far away while my Engld-
nd was at war. It is so remote, and the food question wou 1d be diffide
cult too - and our flat in Londom is very West End = in Park Lene.
If Hitler comes to London with hie bombs, we should be lucky to escape,
80 Arthur wlll not let me go there. We have enough petrol to go to
London once a week, 80 One 18 able tokeep in touch more or less,
I wish you would gzet out your maglc carpet and float across to Londom on-
one Friday (my London day ) and lunch with me at the Ritz - would'nt ts
that make all the funny new hats sit up and staref for even though war »
ragee around ue the funny hats stillare there , and always to be seen at
the Ritz. I think the funniest I ever saw were at the Ritz in New York
last year. I could not beleive some of them dould be true, and thought
it was Just me seeing. things. It 1s very difficult to know what to do
with the shops shutting down in thebt hundreds because they are doing no
business at all, and ruination staring at them, then Sir John Simon last
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night on the wireless telling ue not to spend a penny on anything, but

to save, esave, save, and buy nn1¥ war bonds - it all seems to work

in a viclous cirle. If you don't buy - where is the tradesman goling
to get the money to buy a bond? That is what 1s puzzling me today.
Perhaps Arthur will give me right answer - but I somehow doubt if there
is one to th¥d question.

Do you know this little

A group of British workmgn were standing at the
dicussing Hitler in no mid termsAnd one of them
the tirade for some time said quietly'' I know
thie 'ere 'itler''. ''ose 'e 7 roared thenfet.''

story=

corner of the street
after listening to

a woree fella than

That there bloke Fuhrer”

replied the little man.

The morale here 1s wonderful. The country
meane to have and finish higp. No politician could say or do a thing
to stop them now. 1 think there would be a revolution here first.

But it is not Just hysterical thirst for revenge. It 18 & calm
and determined resolution to finish this hideous Monster and all he
stande for once and for all - so that we can have have a return to
Rlght and Christian conduct in the world.
elosing you a sheet of paper on which Arthur
wrote down some of hils le resting foragglf an hour yesterday.
He does thie fromm time to time and givee'to me - and it is surprising
how often he gets the right answer. *
With a strong Germany and Hitler gone, how could
we pursue the war? what would we be fighting for? ~
We shall go on thinking of you during the moths to
come - you will have a strenuos and perhaps bltter fisght - but you are
80 blg that these puny people who oppose you are but moequitos on the
wall., S5t111 mosquitos can be very trying and can disturb your sleep,
io0 not let them disturbt yours.
Take great care of yourself,
your affectionate friend and kinsmam woman

Pa:8. ]:U“l" 1 hate EBHHtDI‘E.

P.P.S. Please glve my love to nice Dalsy Suckley when you see her.=

Aud. &. e G ) v Pl -



Carrmg’ron House Nov, 20th, 1939
Hertford 8%1-33% W 1.
Oa!.l 0495,

GERMANYX

What is the situation? What are some of the possibilities?

(a) Goering is, in all probability the "key man",

(b) Goering is actuated by motives of self-preservation;
by determination not to see the
German Air Force shattered;
by fear of Russlan Communist menace
in Germany,

(e) An important number of German Army Officers are deter-
mined to do their best to avoid the "shattering" of

the German Army,

(d) Thue Goering, with a number of Army and Alr Force Offi-
cers, want a "way out of the war" which would leave
them, and the German Army and Alr Force practically
unscathed,

(e) The industrialists, junkers, Catholic, Evangelical
Protestant and Monarchist elements are ranged with
Goering & Co,

(f) Hitler splutters and fumes and rages,

(g) Goering & Co, know the "game is up", and that event-
ually Germany will have to get out of Czecho~Blovakia,
Poland (up to the Curzon line), and Austria,

(h) Will there then be in due course a"ocoup d'etat" on the
part of uu-rin? & Co,, and an intimation to the Allies
that they are (a evacuating seized territories;

(b) restoring the Monarchy, and constitu-
tional government?
A- ﬂ. '.
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“«Three Swans"*
By Peter Seott
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