


OFXICE OF 3TRATEGIC 3HRVICHS R\
COORRINATOR COF UNFORMATION N Ly (-4 2

/| UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Bdnd HAuad

- F -
v, ouda,s,

Yy August 13, 1942, AMERICAN EMBASSY
\ LONDON

Dear lir. President,

When I last had the pleasure of seeing you just
before leaving for London, you asked e to write to you now
and then, which of course 1 am delighted to do. OUn the
other hand I don't want you to think of aclknowledging such
letters, otherwise I should feel that it was wrong for me
to write to you,.

1 have been here now just under a month, and am
gradually learning something about the new job. It takes me
into circles where 1 have never belore penetrated, far away
from diplomacy and into the realm of war oyverations. It is
intensely interesting and stimulsting, and will become more
so as our own military operations get under way. UMy Cirst
task was to get in touch with our own Comuand. Genersl Hisen-
hower hus been exceedingly cordial, and seems to welcome
the closest possible assoclation with us. My second task has
been to get into friendly touch with the opposite numbers of
US3 in the British Government. This is teking some time, and
many lunch and dinner meetings, following English methods,
appear to be necessary. Iy third task, which has not yet

been fully completed, is to bring the office into intimate



contect with the inuelligence officers of the exiled Govern-
senis, and to help in this direction, 1 wn establishing
tersonal comnections with the heads of those Governuents, the
Presidents of' roland, Czechoslovakia, ete., etec. Lverywhere
the welcome has been cordial, and 1 am beginning to see how
our of't'ice can be of great service to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff in Washington.

There is a problem which might affect the relstion-
slilp between the London offices of 033 and UWl, which soume
people refer to as Faychological Warfere. 1 have insisted
that there shull be no sign of friction between these two
London oi'fiecs, in view of the importance of breserving a
80lid front before the Iritish Governient Agencies. Person-
ally I intend to see that 083 end OWI cooperate, keeping
within our respective comains, und ut the same time keeping
one another fully informed. 053 in London is set up in
such a way as to be in the closest touch with the militery
gituution, while the ofl'ice here of OWl wiil Luve the
prineipal relationship with political prorsgunda activities.
We can thus divide our daily work along these lines, =nd if
U35 canelizes all military informetion, inecluding thot vart of
propsganda which the Joint Chiefs of 3taff re.ard as concerned
primarily with military operations, and OWI deals with all
other aspects of propaganda, we will form an excellent
team.

Our permanent office ruilding is on Grosvenor 3treact,
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& couple of blocks from the Kmbassy. It is not yet ready
for us, and meanwhile we are huddled into temporary offices
in the Embassy building. Winant has been most cordial, and
hes permitted me to keep a small off'ice edjoining that of
his Counsellor, so that in this way I can keep in touch
with him, even after 033 has moved to its permanent building
where 1 shall have ny heudguarters.

I need not describe London to you. 3t. Paul's
Cathedral stands unscathed on the exterior amid surrounding
ruin, certainly one of the greatest spectacles in London.
But I 'ind that conditions in liayfair are even more derressing
for 1 had not realized how much dams.e had been done to this
part of the city. It has been literally vacated, and those
houses even slightly dame.ed cre being left to fall into
ruin. We live in grim surroundings, except for the new
apartument houses which are overcrowded. I am living at the
Connaughit Hotel whieh, though not a particularly cheerful
establishment, 1s comi'ortable enough, znd 1 shall probably
remain there.

1 lunched the other day with our :mutusl friend Arthur
Murray, down for a day from 3cotland, and very full of
inglish politics. He tells me that he writes to you quite
regularly, so that I need not describe to you his feelings

about the P.ll. which, to put it mildy, are not complimentary.
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It is a great privilege to be here =t this eritical
time, und I am thankful that I came.
With all good wishes,

nver sincerely your

/it

the lHonorable Frunklin Delano Hoosevelt,
‘he White House,
Washington, D.C.
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October 28, 1942,/

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D.(.

My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing & memorandum I have just received in
the pouch from Bill Phillips recounting a conversation
he had with Dr. Benes. I thought you would like to see
it.

Sincerely,

ey,

William 4. Donovan
Director
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At Dr. Benes' invitation I lunched alone with him today at
the Ritz, in a private room, He gave me the following information.

He has just learned from what he believes to be a responsible
source, and which was again confirmed to him this morning, that
General Halder, the Germen Chief of Staff, hae been dismicsed. He
has been succeeded by Major General Tretzler, who has been advanced
rapidly to this high office, contrary to the general practice in
promotions in the Germen Army. Dr. Benes regards this change
as of extreme importance for the following reasons:

On August 9th there was held an important defense council,
attended by Hitler, to deal with the military problems that would
arise after the capture of Stalingrad, which it was assumed would
take place in a week, that is by August 16th. 4 guarrel ensued
between Hitler and the older Generals, including General Halder.
The latter group wished to continue the offensive operation to the
north, in order to get behind Moscow, destroy Timoshenko's army,
end finieh the war before the winter set in. Hitler was against this
proposal. He wanted to stablize the Eastern front after takihg the
Caucasus, and then to free one hundred divisions for the West, and
for concentration against Great Britain. This quarrel between the
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Generals and Hitler was of course useless, because Stalingrad has
not in fact fallen. Nevertheless, the dismissal of Halder is prob-
ably related to the quarrel, and his dismissal and that of von Bock
is punishment for the failures in connection with Stalingrad. The
dismissal of General Halder is confirmation of the fact that Hitler
has destroyed any possible revolt among the Generals.

Preparations are now going on everywhere for a defensive war in
the East and in the West. The Germans have made their last big
scale offensive; they are not. capable of another on the scale. The
military machine, however, remains powerful and terrible, and there
is no question but that the subject nations will continue to be
starved into submission. The Germans will and can resist until
the last moment, remaining on the defensive, realizing that they
cannot win, but hoping that their opponents will become exhausted
meanwhile.

The dissolution d Germany from within is further advanced
than the English think, and Hitler and all the high Nazis are
possessed with the fear that Germany will be defeated from within,
exactly as it was in the last war. They fear they will be
"stabbed in the back." Because of this fear, Hitler now has more
than 600,000 S.S. men behind the front. Previously he had a
large propotion of his S.S. troops with him at the front, but now,
according to the latest information, the last of the 9.5, has been
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taken away from the front, and sent back into the interior of Germany
for police purposes.

It is most important to realize that the S.S. now have their
own bomber services from the Luftwaffe, which means also that
the Luftwaffe has now become in a sense linked with the S.S. Thie
means that everything that is done from now on by the Luftwaffe is
Boverned by fear of internal disorder. In the beginning the S.8.
was only a bodyguard for Hitler, now it is a great army, organized
for internal purposes.

In Dr. Benes' opinion, if there is a second offensive, and it
is sufficiently powerful, Germany will be finished a year from now,
but this cannot happen until after there has been a defeat on land.
A military defeat is a necessary preliminary for the collapse.

With regard to transport difficulties within Germany, Dr.
Benes said that on August 31 last, there were 594,000 railway cars
including those taken from the subject countries; there were
632,000 railway cars when the war began. With regard to locomotives,
last month there were 6,000 less than required.

With regard to Africa, and the attitude of the Italians, they
feel certain of an allied offensive in North Africa. Mussolini
fears any such offensive and has asked Hitler for help from Germeny.

In response, movememts of German engineers and materiel are crossing
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the Brenner and defensize operaticns in Sieily are now being

carried out.

Nith regard to Spain, Franco has taken two important decieiona:
1) he has reached the conclusion that Germany will not win over
Russia, and that Germany will therefore not win the war, and 2)
that Spain must taken into consideration the disappearance of the
Gernan Facist Government. This, in Dr. Benes' opinion, is import-
ent inasmich as Franco is a Fascist himself and because the inforpation
coses for a guaranteed source.

With regard to Bussia, Dr. Benes merely repeated the point of
view of Hussien officials, to the effect that there will be no
further action egainst Moscow this year, and that while ancther
month of this effort may be expected in the region of the Caucasus,
there will be no Ruseisn dismster this sutumn on either side of the

Cavcesian mountains.







THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECHETARY OF STATE

To read and return for my
files.

F. D. R.

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SFCHETARY OF ETATE

To read and return fur my
files.

F. D. R,
Enclosure

Letter from Hon, William Phillips, Office of

Strategic Services, American Fmbassy, London,

12/17/42, to the Preaident, in re his new miesion
to Tndia.

o F















Hivee of dalisi dernee.
-*J‘"L f }f:(,c(’rd J=
\
OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES (] S

WASHINGTON, D. C. —kt P
\ o

(
December 31, 1942

The President
The White House
My dear Mr. President:

Tou will recall that in June we sent two men, Captain
Ilia Tolstoy  and Lieutenant Brooke Dolen on a mission to
Tibet. They carried with them a personal letter from you
to the Dalai Lama, together with a specially designed watch
as a gift. These men recently arrived in Tibet, and today
I received from them the following message:

-
"The following message is for President

Roosevelt from Dalai Lama, as given by the

Kashag Cabinet Ministers of the Government of

Tibet:

'On December twelfth, your emissaries to
his holiness the Dulai Lama, Captain Tolstoy and
Lieutenant Brooke Dolan, arrived in Lhasa. At
an oificial reception of December twentieth,
your letter and photograph were presented to the
Dalai Lama and the regent. It is desired by
their holinesses that we convey to you their
warmest appreciation of your good will,'"

Respectfully,

bt SO

William J. Donovan
Director
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