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) ./ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • ._\....:..il_ ~·: ... :{, 
P> .. r .. . 

Augus t lj , 1942 . AMERIC AN EMBASSY 

LONDON 

Dear .;r. President, 

./hen I l ust had the pleao11re of 3eeing you juat 

befoi·e l e vi1iu for !..ondon, ;ruu 0.0, od ;.,c t o ;;ri to t o ;rou now 

and then, which of cou r .;e l or~ uol ighteci t o do . un t he 

o the 1· hand I uon ' t ,,ant ;rou t o think of ac.~no.lleug1nc. ouc h 

let .c: r .; , o t l.e1>.1i::;e I ohould feel thut i t \/US ;iron., r r I e 

to \'ll'i te t o you. 

I i1uve been hei'e now jus t unde r a r.1onth, and run 

grudually lea1•nifl8 sonethi l'l8 ubou t the new job . It t u:tea me 

i n to circleJ where I ht:.ve n ve r bu1·01·e r e netx·- t ed, f~r 1;.,1o.;J 

from diploi.-acJ and i n to t he real~ of 7/ur o .... r~tiorul . I t is 

i nten.;ely 1ntere ,tin.!> end dt iJ,ul ti11<, , :.nd u1J..1. beco .• o 1.01·e 

so as our own mil 1 t a ry opern tiona .oet under " ' "". . :;t •' iro t 

t ask wua to ~et in t ouch wi th our own Comiuand . Oenerul ,,;1sen-

hor;er h•.s bean exceedingly cordial , and secr • .a t o welco .. ie 

t he clo.;es t poasible asvocintion 111 t h us . 1°;,f 3eoond t ask .• c;s 

been to e u t into r riendl.y t ouch .1i t h t he orposi t o nunber:l or 

us.; in the l:lritLh Govern. .ont . '.i'h i s 13 t Jti11& aor.10 ti . .. c , ~nd 

r .ll.JlY lunch un<l d inner 11ectifl80 , l'ollowing ..:n;;li uh rnot hod..i , 

appear t o be noceudttl'Y . l '.y third teak, •.1h i ch htu; not yo t 

b een 1'ully comp .. eted, iJ t o b rini, the office i nt o i ntiw t o 
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contcct .1i th ilw in cllit,encc of!'ic:el'J of the ux1J.ec.t liovu;:n­

.. v11 . .; , nei. t_, help int ii; ciil'ection, ... un "'"t Lli,11i11t, 

1 e1'JO al connections 111 th the heuds or tluJc Govu1·1\i..ent., , the 

Pl'esident s ol' roland, Czecho~lovuJ.i::. , utu ., etc . ..:ver .{\the.·e 

the .1elco_,c luts been cordi-1 , nd I 8J:I b-u•nnint, to see hvw 

our ol'•ice c1 n be 01· t;reut service to the Joi nt <.;hicf.:; of 

3tt.i.t'f in '.7aohington . 

'i'here is a l'<.H>lc::i ;-1.iich 11ight uf-'e<:t thu 1•01 tion­

;:1,.ip bet.1eun the Lo ndon 01'1' i c• a 01· CJ;.; £1nd U.11 , ;1i i ch 30, 1e 

peo le rerc:r t o s }a;rchologic-1 .ie.r.'L1·u . ... have in.si,,,t ;d 

t.1~i tlaa·e .; .11 be no Jit.on o' i'riction bet.reea "hei:c t;10 

London o.·t·ic .., , 1 n vh.w ol' thu 1rnr1ort~ 11.::0 or p r u.:ith·v int, i. 

3;>li<l ._'1'0nt b..,1·0.-e the ... ri ti.;h Govern. .u .. t --.;tm.:: I t-e. ,o 1-

all y I i.1tcnd to see tlw. t uSJ t.11d u .n c oor,er1<to , .. eepi11g 

within ou r i ·u ... pcctivt o ... 'linJ , .. nd .t tho s-ie ti1 c ,;ee1'illg 

one anothe:i' l'ully inf'>r .ed. \J.;u in Lonuon i.; .:;ct u in 

s.1ch a way as to be i n Lhe closmit t ouch :1i th thu mili t •. ry 

s i t 1 tion, .1hi te the 01' 'ice :.ere oI' J./,, :11 l :, ve t!.e 

.i;rinci.lul .·el~tionahip .lith i.o.l1tic:...l _l'o_·e.ndr' uct1v1t1J3 . 

,/c cun thus ui v1de our duily ·:101•:: c.lo11i.; the ;e .Lino.; , "11d ii' 

o.;; c n-11 :c:o.a ... 11 m111 t ,,ry in.·or • tio.1, i ncludi "<- th t ! , .·t of 

1Jro1 g nda ·;!h1ch the J o int Chi era ot' .;tu.1'r re~c.rd as conc l.lrncd 

pri rnarily •,11t h mi l1 tur y oper < iions, w1d v./I C:.e~ls wi t h ~lll 

other aB!JeC ts or pror•i..u11.nda, .10 11i.ll i'o;.i 1 i..n excellent 

t eum . 

Our po11 .anent 01' ."i ce ui.1.di it; iii on Gr osvenor Jtrc ·t , 
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a cou1le of bl ock.; f r om the A'nba,ay . I t is no t 1ct roud,y 

1'or us , nnd meanwhile ue a1·e hudc.led 1 nto t e1.1porar y ofi'l co3 

i n t he ,.,;mbasi;y buildine. ·:11na nt has boen mos t cor dial , und 

has permi t t ed me to ;rnep a small ot'l'1ce adjoini ng that of 

'.is ..;ounsellor, 30 th ... t in t hia .1 y I can .. eep in touch 

with h i u , even ,,..fter 03J has 1 .• oved t) 1 t.3 per .r.unent buildint; 

whe.·e I shall have my hewdquarter3 . 

I need no t do~c ribe London to JOU. ~t . Paul ' s 

Cathedral .:>tands un.Jcathea on tho cxter·lor arr. i d surrouncling 

r1in, certainly ono uf t,e greatc.; t srcctLclea in Lom,on . 

l:lUt I l'ind that cond1 tioru in ;.t1Jf!..1r w·c even :..ore dep•esoin& 

fo 1· l had not r ealL:ed how much tluin,,....,e h d been c.one t u this 

P•·l't or the city . It hL.s been litel'ally vaca t ed, and t ho.;c 

houses even .;liLhtly dw.1£. ... ed i..1·e boine lel't t o i.'1..ll into 

r tin. ,/e live in c rin sul'roundinus , excer. t i'or r.he 11e11 

UJ•bI'tJ.ient hou.ies >7hich bI't: overcro\/ded. I :.r. l i v i.1L c. t the 

Connaug .. t 5otel 11hich, tho:..i~'l not a purticuler ly ch c r ful 

c;3tabl i shlo1e:'lt , 1.; ..:01 • .,'ortt.b:.e enonch, .,,nd 1 shall probably 

r e1 .. a 1 n the re . 

l l unched tho other day with our •• utu!!.l friend JII'thur 

::u.·1·4 , down for a <..O...' fror.i 3cotlt.nu, nd very full of 

..:.n1;.li~h i-olitics . :ie tells r.e t.1a t he .1ritc:o: to .1ou <~uit.e 

re.,1llarlJ, do t;i~ t 1 n•Jed no t de ... cl'ibe t o JOU his fueling~ 

about the P . J: . wh ich, t o put i t mildy, a r e not complirntin1.ury . 
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lt i; u u~eot _1• ivil1 uu to D .c ... ·.) t thi. ... c1·jticr.L 
ti.. , ia I .m thcru.t'ul t ... t I cc .e . 

• 11th all good "Ii3h , 
-,vu r ..;ince1·ely r 1.1:., , 

/;~a~ .. 

'l'lle llono:..•ai:.lle .1.•'1· n,.lin Dul:..no •:oo.;evclt, '.i.'he ./hi to .ou~e , 
./c.shi n ..... tou, ....J • ..; • 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. O. C. 

The President, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

,- ~ - . - ... 

./ 

I 
Oct ober 28, 1942 y 

I am enclosing a memorandum I have just received in 
the pouch from Bill .l'hill ips recounting a conversation 
he had with Dr. Benes. I thought you would like to see 
it. 

Sincerel,Y, 

~.08. Do~~ Director 
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y October 6, 1942 

At Dr. Benes' invitation I lunched alone with him today at 
the Ritz, in a private room. Be gave me the following information. 

Be bas just learned from what he beli?ves to be a responsible 
source, and which was again confirmed to him this morning , that 
General Balder, the German Chief of Staff, has been dismissed. Be 
has been succeeded by Major General Tretzler, who has been advanced 
rapidly to t his high office, contrary to the general practice in 
promotions in the Gernllll. Army. Dr. Benes regards thi s change 
as of extreme impor tance for the following reasons: 

On August 9th there was held an important defense council, 
attended by Hitler, to deal with the military problems that would 
arise after the capture of Stalingrad, which it was assumed would 
ta.lee place in a week, that is by August 16th. A qus.rrel ensued 
between Hitler and the older Generals, including General Halder. 
The latter group wished to continue the offensive operation to the 
north, in order to get behind Moscow, destroy Tiaoahenko ' s arDIYt 

and finish the war before the winter set in. Hitler was against this 
proposal. Be wanted to stablise the Eastern front after takibg the 
Caucasus, and then to fl'ff one bwldred diYisions for the West, and 
for concentration 14!ain1t Great Britain. This quarrel between the 
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Generals and Hitler was of course useless, because Stalingrad haa 
not in fact fall en. Heverthele88, the diaaisaal of Balder is prob­
ably relsted to the quarrel, and his dieaiesal and that of von Bock 
is ~iehment for the failures in connection with Stalingrad. The 
dismissal of General Balder is confirmation of the fact that Bitler 
has destroyed any possible revolt aaong the Generals. 

Preparations are now going on everywhere for a defensiwe war in 
the East and in the West . The Germane have made their lest big 
scale offensive; they are not capable of anot her on tis scale. The 
military aachine, however, remains powerful and terrible, and there 
is no question but that the subject nations will continue to be 
starved into submission. The Germane will and can resist until 
the last moment, remaining on the defensiwe, realizing that they 
cannot win, but hoping that their opponents •ill become exhausted 
meanwhile. 

The dissolutiOA <f Geru.ny from within is fUrther advanced 
than the English think, and Hitler and all the high lazis are 
possessed with the fear that Germany will be defeated from within, 
exact}J as it was in the last war. They fear they will be 
• stabbed in the back.• Because of this fear, Hitler now bas aore 
than 600, 000 S.S. MD behind the front. Previously he had a 
large propotion of his S. S. troops with him at the front, but now, 
according to the latest infol"lllation, the last of the i •S• bas been 
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taken away froa the front, and sent back iJlto the iJlf..erior of Germany 

for police purposes. 

It is most important to realize that the S.S. now have t heir 

om bomber services froa the Luftwaffe, which means also that 

the Luftwaffe has now become ill a sense liJlked with the S.S. This 

means that everything that is done froa now on by the Luftwaffe is 

governed by fear of iJlternsl disorder. In the beginning the S. S. 

was only a bodyguard for Hitler, now it is a great lll'llY• organized 

f or internal purposes. 

I n Dr. Benes ' opiJlion, if t here is a second offensive, and it 

i s sufficiently powerful, Germany will be f inished a year from now, 

but t his cannot happen until after there has been a defeat on land. 

A military defeat is a necessary preliminary f or the collapse. 

-.1th regard to transport difficulties witbiJl Germany, Dr. 

Benes said that on August 31 last, Ulere were 594, 000 railway cars 

including those taken from the subject countries ; there were 

632, 000 railwe,y care when the war began. lith regard to loco110tives, 

last mont h there were 6, 000 less than required. 

With regard to Africa, and the attitude of the Ital i ans, they 

feel certain of an allied offensive in Horth Africa. lluseolini 

f ears any such offensive and has asked Hitler for help froa Germany. 

In response, aoveae.ta of Gerun engineers and materiel are crossing 
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t.he Bre.nntr and dtf•n•ii• operationa in Sicil.r l.l"I now bei.Qg 

.,.,.,.1 td ovl. 

Ut.b '"Cord to SpolA, TTODCO bu t<lktD """ ial'OTW>t decltlcma: 

ll i,. bu reach..S U.. eonclutlco lhot c.,_,, • Ill oot • IA over 

Ruaai•, and t.hat. Ctl"!MIJ't1 will theNfOl"t not win t.he •&r, and 2) 

that Spain aiat. taken into considerat ion t.ht dioappea.r&nee of the 

Got"DAn Faciat. OovernMnt. Thi6, in Dr. Btnt• ' opinion, i s iapor t.-

ant. inaamucb u Franco 11 a f asciet. biuelt And bec•u.ae the in!or,at.ioo 
CO»& for a au,.a.rentetd aourct. 

liU. rec•rd t.o ltuaaia, DJ-. Benet •nlt ropeat.od I.be polAl cf 

Yi..- of R.,tlu cttlclili, to I.be effect Ulal Ultro n ll bt no 

furu.tr ac:Uaa oee!Att ..,_ ... t.bla year, tn4 I.bat while anotbu 

llOllt.b o! l~la tf!orl .. , be expected IA tJle rocion of the Caueuua, 

there • ill bt no Ru11i an diaast.er tbia aut.uan on either a ide of t.be 

Caucaaian ieount..llina. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICE~ 

UNITU> STATD OF AMERICA / 

?:ove:iber 4, lS1 '3. 

AMl:IUCAN EM llAllY 

LONDON 

Dear •:r. Pre81dent, 

I have Just cab~ed to Secret ry Hull r.y acceptance cf tre Ind!an a11ignment, and I ~ust elso exr,reee to you ri:y ceep 
appreciation or tne confidence wh!c~ you have placed in ~e . ~o go ts your persona! represent ative is a hi~h honor, and also a 
great responsibility, for I am fully aw,re or the ~iff1cultiee involved in the situation. I go with a genuine desire to help, 
and with keen enthusiasm. And now I am eagerly awaiting further 
~notruct!ons as to the ocope ·.: your intentions, and ~·~.en snd 
!:ow you wish me to proceed. 

~ow that Eleanor' a visit to En land i& ne1 rin.., sn 
er.d, : :1.0 sure you realize tilnt it h.:;.s been a triu.-.iphant succeac. Undoubtedly s:r.e haa made a deep a:id laetim'. impression every- -where. Even "C", the invic1ble Brigadier, ~ells me thct 9eople 
have enthused to him about her. speeches, which have been cie­l!vered "1th such aimplicity and sincerity. And Lady Read1n.,. 
tells or the thousand!! or ~·:u:.er., sori:e c~ •·c.~::i .-.ad to lea•1e their 
ho:nee at 4 a.l:I. and travel by train and ~us to greet ~er, (El­eanor) at Canter'tlury, and felt i mmensely well repaid ln doing 
so . 

While she was a gue1t a t BuokinghfJU PG.lace, I wal~ed 
down on aeverlll oocaei ons to have a l~ok at the croties £t::.ndln£ 
patientl7 around the gates tor a gl12pse or her, and : ascure you it wss t ouching to see a30ng the~ ao cany of our own boys 
in un1torm, to whom her presence here means so much. 

You w1ll hear e.ll thia many t1mea from many people, but I wanted to he onong the !irst to tell you, as an ol d 
rr1end, what a really aplend1d ~ob she hat done, and ho~ grate­
ful we all are to her f~r coming. 

The election return• are coming over slowl7, but co 
rar eYer7thing 1eema ent1rel7 1at1aractory, and your continued control or Congre11 assured. That is something to be thank!ul 
for in t hese oond1tiona and times . 

$~~fl 
Th1 Honorable Franklin D. Rooaevelt. 



--
THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MU!ORAl/Dl>M FOR 

111E SECHJ:/J nkY OF' l:i'J.'11lE 

To read and re tu r n f1•r my 

files . 

F . D. R. 

E.nclosure 
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

tece~ber JO, 19~2 

KEKORANOvll FOR 

TIC: i;rcra:;T~Rll OF t.Tl<TE 

To rend uncJ r etur n f o r my 

files. 

P. D. R, 

Enclosure 

Letter rrOCI Hon. Wtlli"" Phill ie• , Office of Strat.-.g:t.c c:ervlce1 , A;>O:ricM F.nba1<T,, , London , 1?/17/1.?, t o tile Pre qidon!., In re hls new ml""ion to ! "'118 . 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

UNITID ITATD Of' AMERICA 

AMERICAN IMaAlllY 

LONDON 

Deo .. ber l?, 1942 

Dear Ill". Pre•ident, 

A8 eoon •• I reoei•• 11J tillal in•tnotion•, I 

lbal1 be ott on th• cnat a4••nture, an4 I •u•t oont••• that 

I • be"O"'"I a bit 111pat1ent beoau•• ot the 4el&J• in reoe1•-

1DI iu.. Pel'Up• tbe time lo•t ha• been ga1De4 1n •o•• re•peot1. 

I ba•• ba4 goo4 talk• with •arlou• •••ber• ot th• Go•el'llllent, 

notablJ' th• Prim• K1D1•t•r, .Uer1, Bir John An4er•on aa4 Orlpp•, 

•• well a• with other In41an expert• and a number ot i•portant 

Indian• now 1n London. Fro• tbi• angle, ot oourH, the 

1•n•ral op1D1on can be •-•d up •• tollow•: a oompl•t• readi­

n••• to gin etteot to the pr1noiple ot eelt-4eterm1aat1on 1D 

11141&, a cllatJ how•••r wblob oannot be tultill•4 ••r•lJ' bJ' 

wurtnc out aD4 l•••inl the ID41a that th• ll'1t1th ba•• oreate4, 

1AOln4Jnc the a1111ona ot th• •1Dorit1 groupe, to •ll441• 

throncb to a eolat1on. OertainlJ moet ot the lr1t1th with 

'llb09 I ban 41aeuaae4 tlaen utter• bay• a teel1"1 ot reapon­

a1'bll1 tJ to pre•ent wbat th•J bell••• woul4 be tbe blttere•t 

UD4 ot o1'1ll WU' between the 11a41a and Ko•l•• populatloaa, 

it all reauuat t.... a'bo•• 41aaJll)Hn. 

X••t•l'llaJ I 11&1 an .... inl aD4 1Dtereat1nc lUDoheoa 
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Yi th th• Pr1ae Xinieter at 10, Downing Street. 'l'h• onl7 

other pereone b••ide• Kr•. Ohlnloh1ll were Bir Archibald Clark 

lerr, the Britieh .Aabaeaador in Hoeoow, and C&ee7 ot 

Auatralia, now Xinieter of Btate in Cairo. Ve eat down at 

ll~ and 41d not leave the table until a quarter to tour, 

while Ohurob.1.ll touched upon the alli tar,, 1 oonoaic and 

aooial con41t1one 1n eveJJoorner ot the earth. He wae in 

grand ton, ae uaual 4reeaed in r.ipper 1uit and boot1. He 

apoke ot 1ou a1 1 the greateat 'pir1t in the world ot today' . 

He waa bitter about V1llk1e, and took the po1ition that 

Villki• waa tundaaentallJ hoatile to Britain, and therefore 

a danger in the pre1ent 01rcum1tanoea. Both Clark lerr and 

m&1e7, who apparentlJ knew Villk1• well, tried to ao41t7 

Churchill'• view1 in tb1a re1pect, but tailed utterl7. 

There wa1 one utter upon which be touched which 

I think worth wh1l• reporting to Jou. He 1aid that be wa1 

rour loJal follower i n the lortb African oaapaign. He wa1, 

however, 41aturbed b7 th• tact that t here were no Joint 

plan• under Y&J tor future operation•. He regretted th11 

Yel'f auoh, aa4 1&14,a• an aai4e,that h• waa rea4J to aalt• 

a Y1nter'• tren .. tlaatio Ol"Oa1ing bf plan• it onl7 1oae 

agre .. ant couJ.4 be reaobed with JOU tor thi• purpo1e. 

1fb.1le h• vu ve17 oor41al in hi• reterenoe1 to 

ar •i••ion to Delhi, I gathere4 from other 1ouroe1, and 

uo111 th .. ••ber• ot h1• Oablnet, that he i• le11 li'beral­

ain4e4 in hi• attitude toward& India than the general 
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t••ling here in ottioial ao4 unottioial oirol••· Churoh1ll 

aade uae or h1• taailiar J)br•••, that he vaa not prepared 

to eaoritioe ao1 part ot the Britiab liq>ire, but then 96a1n 

later on in the oon•eraation be touobed upon th• naoaaa1t7 or 

li'ling Intia l>oa1nitn •~tua, pro•ided 0Dl1 that th• In41ao 

political parti•• were in 96reemant. Amer, i• tar •ore 

4etinite in hie reeling• that that ie the onl7 an1var to the 

probla•, and h• enoour96ed •• to 4o ••errth1ng I oan to 

perauad.11 the leader• or the neoea1it1 or getting to1ethar 

tor into1'&l 41aouaaiona. 

I hope, Xr. Preai4ent, that I oan be or •o•• little 

help, although I ha•• no deluaiona with regard t o the 

41tticultiee and complioationa, and th• ea•• with vhioh one 

can make a tal•• atap ao4 4eatro7 one• uaatuln•••· I aball 

manoeu••r caretull7 and will not atteapt &01thing at t1rat 

except to'lf'JIS th• conti4enca and trian4ah1p or th• Indiana 

th••••l•••· Out or that relationah1p, it I oan aoco•pl1•h 

that •uoh, a door .., be opened which will will ahow .. th• 

..., 1A 11h1oh to mo•• "1••11 an4 helptull7. 

Aga1a let • aeaure 1ou how 4eapl1 I appreciate th• 

b1cb honor or repr••••ting 1ou in a peraonal capDit7. I will 

4o th• beet I can to oarrr out •1 1Detruotiou, but I hope 

that neither 1ou nor the leoretarr "111 expect too •uoh in 

th• Waf or 4etinit• r•1Ult1. the 41•i1iona throu,hout In41a 

between the politioal aa4 reli&iou group• are 10 4eep-

1eatel aa4 ot nela h11tol'loa1 1lpltloaooe tm• th• probl• 

ot a tree aa4 lDlepenlent In4la, able to atan4 on it• own 



feet, ie certainl7 a terrific one. 

You aa7 haTe heard of the death of Arthur 

Murra7'1 wife 7e1terda7, Hie sister called me thie morning 

on the phone to tell me that she died in a nureing home in 

Ascot ot toxin poisoning. The bodJ ie to be cremated and 

taken tor burial tomorrow to Scotland. 

With all good viehee, 

The Preaident, 

The White Houae. 



OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. 0 . C. 

December Jl, 1942 

The President 

The V.'hi te House 

My dear Mr . Pres ident : , 
You wi ll recall that in JWle we sent t~o wen, Captain 

I lia T~lsj&y and Lieutenant Brooke Dolc.n on a mission to 
Tibet .~ey carried with t hem a personal letter from you 
to t he Dalai Larna, together wi th a speci11lly des it;ned ?1atch 11s a gift . These men recently arrived in Tibet, and today 
I received from tnem the followine; message : ,, 

"Toe following message is for President 
Roosevelt from Dalai Lo.ma, as given by the 
Kashag Cabinet Ministers of t he Government of 
Tibet: 

'On December twelf tn, your emissaries to 
his holiness the Dulai Lama, Captain Tolstoy and 
Li eutenant Brooke Dolan, arrived in Lhasa. At 
an off i cial recepti on of Dt!cember twentieth, 
your letter ..nd photograph 17ere present ed to the 
Dalai Lama and the regent. It i s desired by 
thei r holinesses that we convey to you tJ1eir 
warmest appreciation of your good will.•• 

Res,.ectfully, 

J,t/, ..., 9-/J~ 
Vli lli am 5. ~novan 

Director 
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