


Athans._Jnnuary 30, 1940,

Dear Franklin:

I have written you recently about the danger of
Russian aggression in the Dardanselles area az viswed
from here, and this remains perhaps the chief source of
local anxiety. But as spring approaches and Ttaly still
plays possum, while Russia seems to have caught a genuine
Tartar in Finland, another most interesting problem for
this reglon has arisen in the possibility of the creation
of an Eastern Front. Of what 13 said in Londen and Paris
on this subject you must be well informed, but out here
on the ground, as it were, we are observing widespread
signs of preperation. The French concentrations in Syria
seemed at first to be in enticipation of Italian actleon,
and this was confirmed by the fact that they lost tempo
as the Italiens gave no indication of "belligerency™.
But they have recently speeded up once more, and Weygand
has arrived in Ankara again, almosat at the same moment
with a large shipment of British gold. I am informed that

military communications between Egypt and Syria have been
improved
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improved by the metaling of the highway oclear to Beirut,
and that the British are looking into the future even =0
far as to envisage the use of Greek lslends for hospltal
bases, That they can be contemplating an attack on Germany
with forces concentrated in Syria seems out of the gueation.
But on the other side of the fence, Germany has made an
arrangement with Russia whereby she now has a common
frontier with Rumania, thereby greatly increasing the
latter's jJjeopardy. Furthermore, Germany seems to be mass-
ing troops in Galicia and there is no country in the Balkens,
perhaps least of all Rumania, which could withstand for an
instant the lightning-like methods of her mechanized forces.
Bulgaria would probably not even try, as her Premler has
admitted. Under these conditions, if Germany should be

the one to attack, there would seem to be little or nothing
to check her advance before she meets with the French and
British, who, however, must trensport their troops a long
way and orgenize bases on the Furopean coast. Thus the
Eastern front, if it comes, would seem likely to depend

on Germen initiative, and likely to run pretty close to
such possible allied bases as Istanbul and Salonika,
Whether Germany is able to make a drive in this directlon
under present conditions, both at home end in her newly
conquered provinces, and whether she would dare to do B0

in view of possible complications from Italy and Rusaia,

are other questions, But it seems clear that ome of the
reasons frequently urged egainst her inveding the Balkans,
namely that such action would destroy one of her main

sources of economie supply, is based on & misconception
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8s to where the only really effective resistance gould
develop.

With threats to Balkan peace on all sides, well-
informed people here will watch the approaching conference
of the Balken Entente at Belgrade with considerable intereat,
though not, I think, much hope. This groupment has naver
been very strong, end the Premler the other day, in explain-
ing to me his own modest expectations of a conference which
he will himself attend, described one of the reasons for
thls fact. Yugoslavia and Rumania, he saild, are oriented
towards centrel and northern Europe,but Turkey and Creece
toward the Mediterranean. Their interests consequently
tend to diverge on all really important issues of foreign
policy. He might also have polnted to the existence of
an enigmatic and always denserous Bulgaria in the very
heart of the peninsula. But of course, the real ceuse of
Balkan disunion 1ies in the stresses and strains set up
here by the Oreat Powers. In the last analysis, their
interests will control the approaching conference, and what
it develops should accordingly indicate to some extent in
what direction the European tide will flew regarding the
Near Eastern question, or whether the present dead water
is to continue to prevail,

To add to our worries, there 1s always the local
political situation. The Dictatorship is flourishing to
all outward appearances, I believe that, desplte rumora
to the contrary, England has no interest in unseating Mr.

Metaxas at thls time, and I have got this confirmed by
tha
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the British Minister himself, He says Britaln is satis-
fied with the Greek covernment's loyalty, up to a point,
The French are not so certain, but neither France nor
Englend wants trouble here just now, and nelther can ses
the poasibility of a change being enything but from the
frying pan into the fira, Nevertheless, the hatred of
tyranny in Greece 1s ingrained, and whereas with luck,
intelligence and determination the present régime is
carrying on, the more the people submit to it the more
they dream of overturning it. There i=s a widespread
belief that it cannot survive Greesce's entry into war.
I am not sure that I share this belief, but its existence
must be kept in mind,

The Greek Minister to Germany has just been here for
a few days. He appears to be an intelligent fellow and
has occupied his present post for six years. He says the
Germans are confident that their superiority in the air
remains overwhelming, and that they honestly think they
can destroy London and kmock the British out of the war
with bombs. Furthermore, he is sure they intend to try

to do this at no distant date, He ls very much afraid,

Alwaya affectionately,

SLieerd Mo iwgd
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Athens, February 27, 1940.

Dear Franklin:

Before thls letter can reach you, Sumner Welles will
probably have brought you a lot of information about things
we can only guess at out here. Nevertheless, I will go on
with the local reporting which, if we gll do 1it, glves you,
like Argus, & hundred eyes.

Concerning Sumner's visit, one of the Greek papers
writes today that the peoples of Europe are anxious to sea
it erowned with success, "and though the leaders may simu-
late indifference to the pacific purposes of his mission,
public anxiety is greater than that of Noesh waiting in his
ark the return of the plgeon." Rather nice, that! But the
leaders of Greece are by no means indifferent. They think
that the trip cannot fall to influence both the war and the
peace which must follow, and it is with genulne sariousness
that they have expressed their willingness to follow your

lead in the matter of an "exchange of views"™ on post-war

problems.
Public
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Publie anxiety is, of course, very great with us,
and seems growing with the conviction that something must
hapren scon. Italiasn concentrations and troop movemants
ere again on everyone's tongue, and there are persistent
rumors of an approaching Pranco-Turkish attack in the
Caucasus, However, the Greek GCovernment does not seem
much alearmed by the former, and the Turkish Ambassador
end his Military Attachd both tell me that Turkey will mot
lend herself to offensive action., In this connection, the
Ambassador points out that as long as ITtaly's stand remains
doubtful, Turkey's main value to the Allies is in helping
to malntain the status quo in the Mediterraneasn, and that
if she is involved in a war with Russia this value will
largely disappear. This seems to be reasonable. Further-
more, Weyzand's forces in Syris amount to only about 125,000
men, despite widely current reports of half = million or
more, and though 1hay are apperently good shock troops--
Morooccans, Senegalese, Forelgn Leglon--they hardly consti-
tute a sufficient force with which to start a distant and
difficult war, particulerly with a potential enemy in

their rear.

Regarding Germany, people here still feel she is
averse to extending the war in this direction, and will
neither do so herself nor allow Russla to do so, unless
Allied influences cut her supplies off too effectively,
especially her supplies of Rumanian cil. In that case she

might conceivably feel forced to attack, but must fear the
possible destruction of the oll wells in advance of her

reaching
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reaching them. Good informants say that she is pleased
with Turkey's stand at present, and with the results of
the recent Balkan Conference whioh ostensibly dedicated
itself to nothing but the maintenance of local peace.

All that the four Forelgn Ministers of the Balkan
Entente sald to each other in thelr secret mestings at
Belgrade has by no means been published, It seems generally
to be thought that they took no new decisions, But Mr.
Metaxas, who 1s cne of the four, has told me in "striect
confidence" that they declded to extend the application
of the Balkan Pact to cover attack from outside. Hitherto,
as you know, the Balkan Fact has been held to involve
mutual assistance against Bulgaria only. If what he told
me is true, and the Entente now forms "a barrier to a
descent into the Balkans by elther Germany or Russia”,
the Conference certainly took a step forward, as I lost
no time in remarking. Furthermore it is a step which must
be pleasing to mllied policy so long as the latter contem-
plates only the defense of this region, and may even be an
indication of what that policy ia,

Almost as exclting for this region as the Balkan
Conference was the fall of the Bulgarian Cabinet, which
Tollowad it elmost at once., HReports from Sofia assert
that internal polltlics were the cause, But foreign policy
may also have contributed. Mr. Metaxes told me that one
of the best things that happened at the Conference was
the receipt of amssurances from the Bulgerien Fremier that,

without wishing to join the Fntente, Bulmzaria would follow
a
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& "parallel poliey" with her neighbors, He thinks this
was going too far to be popular in Bulgaris and that it
gave the Fremler's enemies just the edge necessary to
unseat him at this time. The Rumanian Ambassador tells
me that Mr, Gafenco holds the same view, and the Italian
Minister hes also expressed it to me, The new Cabinet
has not been entrusted to the men who ousted the old, but
to persons more in the King's confidence. They declare
Bulgaria's foreign poliey will not be changed. The Minister
to Belgrade is now Foreign Minister, and the Minister to
Greece, hls second in commend, But the incident calls for
caution in estimating the chances of any further rapproche-
ment between Bulguris and the Entente.

Finally we come to Italy,--for the Oreeks seem to
feel that Russia 1s out of the ploture as a potentiaml
aggreasor now that she is so tled up in Pinlend. Italy
is still a cause of anxiety to the Greek publie, but the
Government feels satlsflied that she will start nothing,
at least for the time beinz, and probably not till she is
fully satisfied which side is going to win. She is moving
new recruits to Albanis,--sbout 2,000 have recently arrived
there,--and she has sent five thouseand or more to the
Dodecanese these pest few deys., But this seems to be no cause
for great alarm. The alarm comes from the exagzerations
popularly based on the more sober facts. The Itallan
Minister says--and apparently has been told to say--that
Italy will attack no one unless her interests are vitally

menaced, but that she will coppose any country, even UGermany,
which



which attempts to disturb the peace of the Near East,

How reassuring that sounds! One hates to remembar the

lies which preluded the seizure of Albanla, and to think
how easlly e totelitarian government can fake a "menace"

to its interests. But for the time being such protestations
do seem to agree with Italy's logical stratezy, so far as
an outsider can judge of it, So perhaps they may be
believed "in so far forth"--as the Under Minister for
Forelgn Affairs tells me the Greek Govermment is doing.

Locally, three classes of "speclalists" have just
been called to the colors, but by individual summons,
without public announcement., I am reliably informed that
the Premier told the staff officers in Salonika, on his
return from Belgrade, that "if any Balkan state 1s attacked,
Greece will have to fight."” This is in accord with what
he told me of the Conference's decisions, and would justify
any refurbishing of his army which he may undertake, even
if no attack seems immediately imminent. For the moment,
there is no talk of internal political trouble,--a bad
sign in thls country where revolutions are never so likely
as when the political scene is quietest.

Reports reaching here from Germany indicate with
somewhat remarkable uniformity that the Germans expect the
war to end this year. This and the apparently growing
unlikelihood of anyone's attacking in this area, as well
as the fmot that to end the war by & flanking movement

would, for elther side, probably take several years, all
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seem to point to the Western Front as the coming battle-
ground. The Italien Minister says he is sure the war
will be won in France, and by the side which does not
attack. The Turkish Military Attaché says the same thing.
This gentleman came in to my office this mornineg mnd
began, "We are probably socon to see terrible things."

But I go back to my thought at the beginnine of this
letter, namely, that you will have heard, before you zet
it, from those who are cookinz the broth, and will know
far better than we can here what we shall have to drink.

Affectionately yours,

AW W



2003, May 4, 29400

Dear Franklin:

Since the German invasion of Scandinavie, we have been
living here under the sword of Damocles, as you better than
anyone else, I think, can realize. The Gresk govermment,
however, has maintained a remarkably calm attitude, and
after a talk with the Permanent Under Secretary for Forelgn
Affalrs this morning, I can report that it still holds the
same view it adopted three weeks ago, namely that Italy will
not adventure into the war on her own initiative, but may
very well move "to protect her interests" if Germany attacks
in the Balkans, or even join Fitler as an openly confessed
ally if the latter achieves some really convinelng success.

Greek timidity, the timidity of one of the least among
the neutrals, still leaves a pretty clear field for German
propaganda, and while I am informed from Salonika that
some three hundred Germans per month have recently come
into Greece from the north, I have heard of no expulsions
such as are now being reported from Rumania. There may
be now some five or six thousand Germans in the eountry,

and

The Fresident,
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and it is certain that all of them are in close touch
with the very active German Legation. In addition, the
French Kinister declares that besides several cabinet
ministers who are known to have pro-Nazi sentiments there
Are numerous minor officlals in Germany's pay. 5ut all
this may not be so dangerous as it sounds. Both the
French and British Ministers have expressed to me only
recently thelr satisfaction with the Dictator's policies
and actions, and the Dioctator is still, despite rumors
arising from a brief illness on his part, firmly in con-
trol of the party in office, while the oprosition is very
largely Venizelist and pro-Ally. Add to this the fact
that the King, though he has not mueh of a following, is
also decldedly pro-British in the present struggle. Con-
sequently, the "fifth column®, though it is undoubtedly
et work hers as elsewhere, seems not as likely to succeed
in softening up the national resistance as in some other
places. MNr, Metaxas is the only Stoyadinoviteh available,
and he remains, it appears, pro-Greek though German-trained,
while the other leaders who might make trouble are not only
in exile but gquite as anti-German as they are anti-letaxas.
An lnteresting situation.

Greek timidity, the fear of Provoking powarful ag-
gressors, 1s also responsible for the fmct that in the
past few weeks this country has taken few additional
military precautions. A few submarines and deatroysrs

ware
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were sent to the west coast when fears arosgze for Corfu
after the news arrived of Germany's invasion of Horway.
¥ore recently some thousands of reserve officers have

been called up "for training". But the rorces on the Al-
banian frontier are no greater than the Italian forces
facing them, and the chief of the General Staff has ex-
plained to the Turkish Military Attaché that ealling up
new classes would only lead Italy to do the same and start
a race which Greece could not hope to keep up. Suiet work
continues to be done on the defenses of the northern frontier,
however, and on roads, and on perfecting the machinery for
mobilization.

Ly canvassing of Greek, Turkish, Yugoslav, British and
French opinion at this post would lead one to expect no war
in this region at least for a month., Nobody seems to expect
Italy to move alone. Germany, of course, is incalculable,
but the Turkish Kilitary Attaché remarked this morning that
she haes been forced to spend sc much of her petrol supply
in Norway that an invasion of the Balkans, which would have
to depend greatly on airplanes and motorized transport, can
herdly be contemplated for the present. KRussia ialragnraad
as genulinely out of things for the time being, recuperating
her strength and preparing to take an opportunist couraes
later.

Kueh interest has been aroused, and much encouragement
gained from Mr. Phillips' reported talk with Mussolini, ap-

parently at your behest. The Italians here (when scratched)
betray
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betray a feeling that the United States is going to join
the Allies soonor or later (perhaps I have mentioned this
before) and this appears to frighten them, though nothing
else does, their heads have grown so big., "kol aussi™, said
the little Italian Minlster, running to catch up with the
French and British Minlsters in a parade not long ago,"Moi
aussi je suis une grande puissance!™.

Affectlonately yours,

v

L



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

" ay 7, 1040

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the request contalned in
your memorandum of May 4, I am submitting a sugrested
reply to the letter sent you by Lincoln MacVeagh under
date of March 28,

Bellieve me
altifully yours,
"‘EJ/*L y

The President,
The White Housze,
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MEMORAY DUM FOR SUMNER WELLES
To prepare personal reply for
my signature,

Fa D R, FDR=-pp

Letter to the President -- ¥arch 28, 1940,

FROM: Lineoln MacVemgh, American Legation, Athens,

RE: ells of results of the events of' the past month
in regard to the Balkeans, Aussim end Finland, Germany,

in Albania, ang present status of the Greek army. States that
if Greece becomes involved in the war they can must, 600000 men
And equip 20 divisions,



Athens, 26 March 1940,

Dear Franklin:

On rereading my last letter to you, dated February 27th, I
find there is little to be chenged or sdded ms = result of the
events of the past month. The best opinion here continues to re-
gard the extension of the war to this region as unlikely, at
least for the present. It 1s still supposed that Germeny desires
no disturbance of the Balkens and that the Allies will not sssume
the offensive here so long as Turkey remsins averae to such &
peliey. Russia, of course, no longer hes one of her hends tied
in Finland, snd the possibility of her taking the imperislistic
path toward the Straits still exists. But it is felt hers that
she will almost certainly not attempt such an advence in the nesr
Tutura. Germany im supposed to be ageinst 1it, for one thing,
and pside from thet, military men sey it would take Bussis at
least three montha after the close of the Finnish cempalgn to or-
ganize = new operation on mnother fromt with any chences of sue-
¢es8. In the Ceucasus I am informed that the Russisns have anly
seven full divisions, with four or five skelstonized ones in nddi-
tion, mnd that this is only one division more than they had at

the outbreak of the war,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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He_ateree I

a The Finnish cempaign shocked publie opinion in Creece severely
and it was felt here, as spparently elsewhars, to be a setback to
the Allies. But in officiel eircles I have found this attitude
less marked than in the cafés and drawing rooms. The Under-Hinister
for Foreign Affeirs expressed to me only the other day the greatest
confidence in Englend's determination and tenacity. "Having made
up her mind to fight the war im 1941," he said, "she is now prepar-
ing to do so with telling effect.” He was more immediately con-
cerned with the effect of the Finnish pesce on France snd regarded
the fall of Daladier with some dismay.

Italy continues, of course, to be watched with the greatest
care. She hag incressed her reinforcements in Albania by 10,000
men and done the seme in the Dodecenese, but trus;iw::rthy reports
state that these troops are all new recruits. In this connection
the Under-Minister for Foreign Affairs said to me, "Italy is less
of a menace to us this year than last, begeuse her pretensions have
grown so much larger. It i8 no longer & gestion of, let us say,
Corfu, but of hegemony over the entire Balkens." Doubtless this
fact, together with Britain's gusrantes, make it less nacessary
now than formerly for Greece to fear a coup de main, Nevertheless,
a serious sttack by the Italians toward Salonika, combined with
German pressure on the northern Belkens,in & joint effort to bring
the peninsula promptly and definitely under Axis control, is still
to be reckoned with, and, as I have reported to the Department,
has not escaped the Greek General Staff, ms at lemst & possibility.

This Legation was deprived only s few months before the war
begen, snd over my protest, of even a part-time military attaché,
But I have besn able to secure some help from other military ob-
servers here, and I have just sent in a report on the present status

of the Greek army. If this country becomes involved in the war,
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you might care to know that while Greece can ruster 600,000 men
sghe is prepared to equip only sbout 20 divisions, or about 320,000
men; that 1t will take her ten days to mobilize completely; thet
her artillery is predominently of the mountain type; thet herair-
plenes number less then 100; and that she hes no tenk corps. Thus
her army is poorly equipped as modern armies go. As it stands,

it would seem of questionable wvalue for fighting outside of Creece,
though it might give & pood meccount of itself in defending Greek
territory, where the terrsin dces not fevor the advence of mechan=

ized forcea.

Affectionately yours,



Athens, May 24, 1940,

Dear Franklin:

It seems absurd to be writing when events move 8o
rapidly that a letter becomes anclent history by the
time i1t reaches you., But even ancient history mey some-
times throw some light on the puzzling present, and if
Italy goes to war you might possibly find a little il-
lumination for dark cormers in the following estimate
of Greece's attitude before the fact,

That attitude has recently somewhat altered as m
result of German successes and thelr demonstration of
the power of mechanized armies. Facing Italy across
narrow seas and sharing, too, with her a land frontier,
Greece has been thinking fast. The press of course
remains editorlally colorless but the news columns are
full every day of striking pletures end vivid desoriptions
of tanks and plenes in action, and as Greece has no tanks
and only one hundred planes, there 1s being brought home
to even the moat ordinary citizen that resistance to Italy
can only be a relative affalr if the latter 1s minded to

put forth here even a portion of her strength. PFeople in
the

The President,
The White House,

Washington, D, C.



the Government 8till maintain that Greece will resist

if attacked, and even talk, though less confidently, of
going to war if any Balken state is invaded, but one

senses more than a little bravedo in what they say, while
the men in the street is at least more honest. 7You can
hear it said in the cafds that all Greece's expenditure

for defense, which is enormous for s¢ small and poor a
pountry, has been just so much money thrown away. Such
somment of course ignores the insurance aspect attaching

to that expenditure in comnection with possible limited and
local wars, but it correctly expresses a certain resignation
to the inevitable which appears to be the most widespread
reaction here to the lesson of the Germen victorles.

So far as the military authoritles are concerned,
this resction is betrayed by a listlessneas which, ir its
opposite could do any good, would be culpable, Thougzh the
international situation is guite as threatening as 1t was
last September, the military precautions being taken by
this country are considerably less than they were at that
time. Athens has had no black-out for months and the army
remains only sketchily mobilized at a moment when every
ather Balken state bristles with bayonets. The Turkish
Military Attaché pointed out the cther day that the reason
given by the Government, namely not to provoke a powerful
neighbor, is hardly a valid one, For if Italy is decided

not to g0 to war, he sald, such a small thing as Greek

mobilization will hardly cause her to change her mind.

Whereas
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Whereas 1f she 1s decided to do so, it is the duty of
Greece to be a8 well prepared as possible, But the Oreek
attitude seems based on psychology rather then on logic.

In Government cirecles the change is alsoc marked and
forelgn policy has undoubtedly been affected. 0Oreece may
¥yet play the part of Leonidas, but at present I am betting
on Ulysses, The Foreign Office feels that Italy may go to
war now fairly promptly. With France reeling under Hitler's
blows, what better opportunity could present itself for a
stab in the back? But it fuaia, too, that this is encourag-
ing for the Balkans if 1t means that Italy's effort will be
concentrated in the weat. More than once in the last few
days I have caught Greek thoughts turning to the possibllity
of remaining non-belligerent in case Italy moes to war with
England znd France end even Turkey. Her coasts and islands
may be fought for, but she has alwaya the possibllity of
submitting--to both sides. Such a poliey finds m precedent
in Greece's conduct durins the first years of the last
Great War, when she "balanced herself on a knife-edge", to
use a phrase of the King's, and made money at the same time
with her tin-pot but abundant merchant marine, Today she
may not be sble to follow this program if Italy takes it
into her head to control the whole country rather than only
a few isolated harbora. But the chance lies in Italy's
preoccupation elsewhere, and the wits to take advantage of
it are not lacking heres My Swedish colleague asked the
Director General of the Forelgn Office the other day how
Greece could stay non-belligerent if Turkey fulfilled her

pledges



pledzes to the Allles, and that clever son of Laertes
replied, "Greece's obligations to Turkey ariee only if
Turkey 18 attacked, and not if she attacks others in ful-
fillment of her own obligations™! Technically, he 1s right,
but I have a feeling that this remark, if repeated in
Ankara, might go far to dissolve a femous friendship.
It justifies susploions the Turks have had for a long time.
Of course, while Hitlerlan warfare has impressed the
Greeks and made them more than ever wary of Mussolinl's
planes and mechanized divisions, the defeats recently
suffered by France and Fngland have also had their effect.
A Greek said to me today, "The prestige of the Allies is
gone forever.” That 1s not true. The Greeks are a mercurial
people, and a recovery by the Alllies would bring back their
prestige here in a jiffy. But, altogether, regent events
have made the Greeks ascutely aware of thelr own helplessness
and exposure, The old expectation of maintaining non-bel-
ligerency as long as possible and thereafter forming a firm
front with Englend, France and Turkey is gone, and I look
now rather for a more two-faced poliey of token resistances
balanced by pro forma compliances, of explanations and
apologles, and every shif't neceasary to save the skin,

It doesn't sound heroic, but it cannot be called unintel-

ligent, end it certainly is Greek.

Affectlionately yours,

Loseod. Mg



Athena, July 2, 1940.

Dear Franklin:

Since my letter of May 24th, Italy has come into
the war as expected, and France has collapsed contrary
to expectations., So far as Greece is concerned, Italy
has continued to manifest peaceful intentionsz, end
Germany has sent a trade delegation, which is busy secur-
ing from this country what the British "control™ has
recently held up. This delegation will probably sucoeed
in tying Greece even more tightly into the German economie
system than was the case before the war, but on the other
hand its aetivity here appears to support the idea that
Germany, a8 well as Italy, wante no disturbance in this
region for the present.

On the basis of this i1dea, and the fact that the
Allies can no longer expect to form an Eastern Front, the
Greeks now seem less apprehensive of being immediately
involved in the war them they have been for some time past.
0f course, they must envisage possible diffieculties over
the use of their islands and harbors so long as the navael
war goes on in the Mediterranean, but so far nelther side

has put thelr tight-rope-balancing qualities to the test,

and hope springs eternal.
Meanwhile,

The President,
The White House,

Washington.



Meanwhile, a more remote source of anxiety has once
again cropped up in the Russian oeccupation of Bessarabia
and northern Bukowina, It la felt here that this move
may have had advance consent from GCermany, but that from
Russia's point of view it represents not only the com-
rletion of her campaign to repossess her pre-war territory,
but an improvement of her strategic defensive position in
case of German saggression eastwards., The Greek muthorities
do not bellieve that it presages an immediate Russian descent
to the Straits, but they evidently fesl greatly rellieved
that Turkey did not declare war on Italy when the latter
entered the confliet, silnce Turkey's consegquent precccupa-
tion might have seemed to the Russlans to offer an oppor-
tunlty too great to be lgnored.

Az I duly telegraphed the Department, the Turkish
Ambassador here predicted to me just a week ago that
Rumania would cede Bessarsbla to Russia "peacefully and
soon". The Director General of the Forelgn Office told
me yesterday, however, that Greece was surprised by what
hes happened, L find this last hard to believe, Certainly
there 18 a general awareness here of Russia's inoreasing
interest in the Balkans, 7The Fremler told me recently
that he cannot see why Germany continues to furnish arms
to Bulgaerlias unless she has thoughts of herself making use
of that country, presumsebly in a drive toward Constantin-
ople, but at the same time he let me see that his thoughts
are also very much ocoupiled with Russian poliey. 48 for

public sentiment, it seems about equally divided between

hopes
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hopes that Germany may soon find herself involved in a
war with Russia and fears that hostilities in such a
war might eventually extend to the whole of the Balkans,
ineluding Creece.

I believe that Greek sympathles remain, for the most
part, pro-Ally even today, though German influence in
responsible ecircles has neturally increased enormously
since the collapse of France. On the other hemnd, having
feelings and expreesing them are two different things,
end you will appreciate that bowing in the house of Rimmon
is a gesture which has long been femiliar to the Greeks.
At present, barring a general Near Eastern conflagration
as a result of a Russo-German war, our friends hers think
their lives may be spared, but they are under no illusions
as to the plece likely to be allotted to this country in a
new Europe of Germen fashioning. If they were, their eyea
would be opened by the kind of literature which the Foreign
Office spokesman told me yesterday ls now being circulated
here by German "propegandists™, based on ideas ascribed to
Schacht'as inventive genius, According to this literature,
the Fohrer has decided that Greece 18 an agricultural
country and must be content to remain such. Consequently,
she ia to get rld of her industry and supply Germany with
the fruits of the soll, receiving in return all the manu-
factured goods of which she stands in need, or which may
be dumped upon her, But during the past flfteen years
Greece has built up, relatively to her size, a vast amount

of local industry whieh it would be diffioult to scrap

without
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without serious sccial upheaval, and in addition, the

idea of exclusively raising egricultural products for
forelgn masters against such recompense as the latter
may decide to accord, revives memories of the Ottoman

domination too wvivid for enjoyment.

Affegctlonately yours,

/s



Athensa, August 30, 1940.

Dear Franklin:
Since I last wrote, and beginning about two weeks
ago, the Italian press and radio has violently attacked
this country, alleging hostlle Greek designs end actions
against Albenia, as well as un-neutral conduct in con-
nection with the war, At the same time, Italian troops
have been concentrated along the Greco-Albanian frontier,
and Greek war and merchant vessels have been bombed by
Italian planes and a Greek oruiser sunk by an "unidentified”
submarine, You may have read about all this in the papers,
as I understand it has been given some publicity at home,
The Greek Covernment has recelved no official noti-
fication of Italien demends or desires, and ostensibly
relations between the two countries remesin on the basls
of the pact of friendship remewed last November. Hever-
theless, the Greek Government has been very much aslarmed,
and a8 a result, while cautiously refraining from overt
mobilization, which might be construed as provocative,
has covertly called many reservists to the colors and
made such dispositions of its effectives to meet the menace

as
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as has seemed possible without attracting undue notlce.
Ttes extensive precautions along these lines lend credence
to the reiterated statements of officials that Greece
will resist if attacked.

Wwithin the past few days, the Italian suthorities
have denied privately to diplomats in Rome and publicly
through the semi-official Stefanl news agency, that Italy
has any intention of taking military action., They have
explained that the whole affair has been one "of the press”
only. In consequence, tension here has been somewhat
relieved. But the Greek Government is remalning wviglilant
and the Greek public retains its apprehension, The Ttalians
have not taken back even the most sbsurd of the charges
they have been So busy making, and if these are not usged
as a basis for official demands at present, they still
remain svailable for that or other purposes later on.

So far the chief result of the Itslian campalgn has
been to create a wholly flotitious "Albanlan problem" out
of local minority end border issues of small importance
and long desuetude, Should the question of Bulgaria's
claim to an exit on the Aegean be revived, as it very well
may be if and when Germany gets the present Danublan
problems regulated to suit herself, Ttalo-Albenia will be
in a position to say "Me too", There are some ohservers

here who see this as all that the Itallans have aimed at

from the start, end regard the present 1ull as marking the

successful conclusion of the first phase in a drive for

1imited objectives, But certain aspects of what has been
going



going on appear to indicate that there may have been a
larger aim in view, It would seem unnegessary, for in-
stance, in order to establish claims for settlement at

& future conference, to accompany propaganda with distinet
provecations to conflict, ms the Ttalians have done re-
peatedly these past two weeks; and in addition, the

Italian propaganda itself has not been conf'ined to the
Albanian question but has attacked the local government,
direetly with charges of un-neutral conduct and indirectly
with inecitements to disaffected Persons to revolt. Accord-
ingly, it seems more likely that the TItalians really started
out with the idea of forcing Greece to adopt an attitude

in foreign affairs more in conformity with what they temm
the "New Europe™ than the strict neutrality she endeavors

to preserve at present, end that they thought thet thia
could be done easily by the undermining and intimidating
methods employed. That they have abandoned these methods
for the present may have been due in part to a realization
that they had misjudged this country's morale and capacities,
This point of view was expressed to me yesterday by the
Premler himself, who is justly proud of the extent to which
his policy of combined caution and determination has rallied
the personal support of even his bitterest political enemies.
But behind Greek determination in this matter lies the new
confidence which British resistance to the Axls has inspired
in both Greek and Turkish breasts. Neither this country nor
Turkey i1s yet willing to regard the issues of the war as

definitely declded, particularly in the Medlterranean regionm.

The
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The Turkish press has been warmly approving of the Grask
attitude under the Italian menace, The British press has
emphasized that Greece 1s not without friends, TUnder
such eircumstances an Italian eclash with Greege, far from
being a localized push-over, might easily davelop into

a considerable extension of the European war, and once
this became unmistakably apparent, a more cenny end less
provocative policy seemed indicated if the general Axis
aim of no-war-in-the-Balkaens was to remain undisturbed.

As to which member of the Axis first took alarm, the
Premier said to me yesterday, "The Germsns have realized
the situation better", and despite his statement that
"Greece is no beggar", I am reliably informed that Berlin
brought a restraining influence to bear on Rome on receipt
of a petition from Athens which revealed that the situation
had reached the point of danger.

Today the Itallan press and radio appear to have
forgotten Greece, and Balkean eyes are riveted on negotiations
in Vienna over the Tramsylvenisn problem, but the Itallan
Minister says "The Albenian minority question will have to
be settled some day."” Meanwhile, of course, the larger
queation of the neutrality of this interestingly placed
little country, with its head in the Balkans and its feet
in the Mediterranean, may pop up again at any time but

apparently awalts a turn of events elsewhere, perhaps in

the English channel.
AfTeotlonately yours,



Athens, November 28, 1940,

Dear Franklin:

I sent you a cable on your reelection, but such
messages must always be cold and formal in comparison
with one's real feelings, FPersonally you know what
these are, anyhow, so far as I am concerned., Otherwise,

I em not a bit behind our Ureek friends, who from King

to bootblack have been congratulating the world in general
end thanking thelr lucky stars that you and not another
will continue to gulide our ship of state.

Recent news about this country has probably been
well covered at home, Ilhe army has done axnﬂllanély and
appears to have established a moral superiority over the
enemy, but its equipment is inferior amd it particularly
needs pursult planes and anti-alreraft ammunitlon. The
British were cmutious sbout coming here at first, but
are now glving some valusble assistence to the Ureeks in
the air and exploiting the opportunity afforded to them
themselves to bring the war home to the Ltalisns. In
this connection, General tarry, who has been here coordinating

the
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the Sritish end Greek efforts for the past couple of
weeks, told one of my officers, the night before leet,
that the Sritish General staff changed its mind about
alding Ureece as & result of the uresk Successes in the
early days of the war. He also pald & tribute to the
military "genius" of Ueneral lWetaxas and sald the ureek
dispositions at the beginning of the conflict were
"exceedingly clever." He further added thet it is im-
possible to over-emphesize the importance of the ureek
success, alnce "after all it is the firat and only success
of the Allied ermles on land." My latest talks with
Forelgn Office officisls indicate s bellef on the part of
the CGreek Government at present that the British attacks
on the Albanien ports will effectively prevent serlous
Italien reinforcements from arriving, while the Greek
army can handle what 1s there already.

Of course, the cuestion of international complications

has been bothering the Oreeks a great deal. Their richt

flank is now badly exposed to attack from the north. That
Germeny should bring military pressure to bear to restore
Axis prestize hes appeared inevitable, and that she should
do so0 through Bulgarie rather than through Yugoslavia has
seemed the more likely. However, in the past few days,

& stiffening attitude on the part of Yugoslavia and new
indications of Turkey's determination to "protect her vital
interests" have encouraged Greece, even as her successes
have perhaps encouraged them, The Director General of the

Forelen
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Forelgn Uffice told me yesterday thet he thinks Germany
wishes to localize the Greco-Italian conflict Jjust as
ﬁrumwbnmumh.HmMyMnkmmamnhwmt
Russia hes been up to behind the scemes, but it is sus-
pected that she has not abandoned her freedom of section
in regard to Balkan questions and that this may be
fundamental in the present sltuation.

Local political affairs have taken an amazing turn,
When Italy began menacing this country, politiclans of mll
shades of opinion rallied behind the Government, institu-
ting a kind of "era of gzood feeling" for the duration of
the emergency. But when General Metaxas accepted the
Italian chellenge so simply and fearlessly in the dark
hours before the dawn on October 28th, he spoke words
which have positively endeared him to the Greek pecple.
He now represents the whole country as pernaps no one has
ever done at any time in its history ancient or modern.
The "era of good feellng" has become an "union sacrde,"
As I have cautioned the Department, this condition may
not survive a long and hard strugele cmlling for solider
qualities then enthusiasm, but it represents sn unexpectedly
Zood start end should help tremendously no metter what the .

future holds,

fectionately yours,
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Athens, January 19, 1941,

Dear Franklin:

I with to thank you for the kind words with which
the Department recently refused my resignation. That
reslgnation is and has been, of course, always yours
to accept at any time, owlng not only to the terms of
the aprointment but to the loyalty of the appointee.

In addition, let me sey that this is Inauguration Eve,
end that our thoughts are with you and with the future,
8o much of which we are happy to kmow is in your hands,

On re-reading the pertinent paragraphs of my last
letter, of Christmes Day, I find the present zeneral
situation here remarkably similar, only intensified.
Thinges eppear to be "hotting up." The most cutstanding
developments from this point of view are the cominz of
German air-forces to the Mediterranean and the subsequent
visit of General Wavell to Athens., In the former con-
nectlon, it seems that CGermany has declided to take over
Italy's job of pressing on Britain's life-line in this
section of the world, and if so, a move on her part to

Salonika

The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington,



Salonika would make sense as a step toward seouring
bases in the Lastern kedlterresnean to supplement those
she now has in southern Italy and Sieily. Thus, new
welight ia glven to the Greek Fremier's opinion, which
I have already reported, that a German drive southward
from Rumania may be expected scon. On the other hand,
British strategy must not only be prepared to meet this
threat, but has always contemplated forming an Eastern
Front, if possible, in order to extend and exhaust the
enemy within the eircle of the blockasde. Consequently,
immediately after expelling the Italians from Egzypt,
General Wavell has come to Athens not only to discuss
with the Greeks the problem of supplying their army,
but to seek their aid in the prompt p}eparatian of
Selonika for action against Germany, either defensive
or offensive, as clroumstances may dictate. At the
same time, a Britimh Military Mission now in Turkey is
trying, I am told, to influence that country to enter
the war on Britain's side without further delay. And
this also makes sense in the premises, whatever be the
success achleved,

To zo on with the story, German forces in Rumania
are increasing, though perhaps not to the extent alleczed
by British propaganda, snd Genersl wWavell'as mission,
while disappointing so far as concerns insuring immediate
and adequate supplies to the Greek army (hence the con-
tinued appeals to ull], has overcome part of Greece's

natural
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natural caution regarding giving provocation to Germany
to set these forces in motlon. The British argument
in this connectlon seems to have been that in dealings
with the Dictators it is no use not provoking them,
since they will follow in any case what they concelwve
to be their interests, and 1f no provocatlion exists,
will invent it, as Italy has so recently done with Greece;
and that consequently the best polioy is to "fear God and
take your own part™ rether than to fear Hitler and neglect
opportunitiea, AsS a result, General Metaxas haes consented
to allow British reconnaissance of the Saloniks district--
hitherto barred to all members of the British forces--and,
I understand also, to begin discussions aimed at bringing
the Greek army administratively under British centrol,
to faclilitate supply and the operation of technical
services as well as to prepare for eventual cooperation
on an incoreased scale, In addition, I am toeld that he
has concurred in the advisability of the British amassing
forces lmmediately, and preparing transportation, to
proceed to Salonika, the moment the wermans cross the
Danube. Whether he agrees to anything more than this
later, will doubtless largely depend on what Turkey
decides to do.

Colonel Donovan has Jjust left here for Sofla after
a viailt of three daya, during which he dild a grand Job.
He flew over from Egypt at about the same time as General

Wiavell
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Wavell, and stayed at the British Legation with the
Generel, but I had him to lunch with the King and intro-
duced him to the FPremler, and without my long and re-
peated talks with him, bhoth before and after his con-
versations with the suthorities, I could have written
little of the aebove, and none of it with so much confidence,
He has been partioularly useful, not only as a prominent
American fresh from home, but as a Republican, in im-
pressing these people with the unanimity as well as the
importance of our attitude toward the war. (He conquered
me at once by frankly giving you due credit for your
leadership in this matter.) &He has shown tremendous
interest and a Quick grasp of our more important immediate
problems, and will certainly know whereof he speaks when
he gets back to the United States, I hope you will have
a moment to ask him about Greece. He was planning to go
to the Albenian front, but the British Minister and
General Heywood, Chlef of the British Military Mission
here, were anxious to rush him up to Sofim end Belgzrade
without delay, belleving that the present moment is truly
oritical and that he might help to glve the leaders in
those capitala a very timely steer. When asked my advice
on this matter, I fully concurred both in the change of
plan and in the reasons for it. The Colonel now Intends
to visit the front later, before golng on to Ankara.

As to the war in Albania, the papers are probably

keeping you posted fairly acourately. Nelther bad weather

nor
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nor difficult terrain, nor enemy reinforcements, nor
interiority of equipment, nor deficliency in trensport,
nor lack of airplanes has yet halted the Greek advance.
But these things have, taken sll together, slowed the
advance down, and it now seems definlitely out of the
queation that the Italisns cen be ousted this winter,
All the more reason for the Greeks to dread the future,
with thelr flank and rear exposed to possible uGerman
onslaught! But the country at large knows nothing of
the Government's previsions in this regard, amnd is quite
uneware of British plens and even of General Wiavell's
visit. The morale of the people, as well as of the
Army, remains remarkably high, God bless them both!

The young Forelgn Service Officer who brought our pouch
down to Athens today from Yugoslavia, and who saw, en
route, the destruction in Selonlka caused by recent
bombing, was mstonished at the smiling faces he met with.
I only hope they may still be smiling when this letter

reaches you.

fectionately yours,

R

* M L St A L wmdy h g
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Athens, March 8, 1941.

Dear Franklin:

"Leg-over, leg-over, the dog went to Dover"™, and
gountry by country the Germans have come to Greece.

They are now on the border both of Greece and Turkey,
and 1t is confidently expected here that an attack
toward Salonika will develop very shortly. Even the
hitherto optimistic Under Minister for Foreign Affairs
now thinks it unlikely thet Germany 1s merely on the
defensive in this reglion.

Greece 1s still determined to resist, and the
Germens have so far made no offer of terms which micht
ereate dissension. The country is still in its herole
mood, Meanwhile, since my last letter, the British have
apparently decided not only to help Greece as a gesture
but as a part of their own strategic plan., They seem
clearly to be intending to bring in considerable forces,
mostly motorized, as quickly as transport can be arranged.
These forces will be landed south of Salonika, to avoid
the obvious risk from air raids at that port. (The astory

that
The Fresident,
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that there i3 & Canadian division there already is such

a poor lie that I wonder the Germans bothered to put it
out.) About a brigade's worth of engineers and signal
gorpa arrived in the Piraeus promptly vhen the Germans
crossed the Danube, and there now seesms to be m race
going on to see which slde can concentrate for the strug-
gle with the greater dispatch, the advantage belng with
the Germans because of the nature and length of the Britlish
communications., In addition, whatever the British bring,
the Germans are sure to have the advantage of numbera.
But the advantage of the terrain will be decidedly on the
side of the defenders., Uhen I asked the British Minister
what reason his people had for thinking the defense of
Greece possible with the forces available, he replied,
"It is the consldsred opinion of Generals Wavell and
Wilson".

The Greeks at present do not intend to withdraw in
Albania, fearing the moral effect and the dirfiuu1£y of
retreating with thelr poor transport facilities. The
Italians have close to half a million men in Albania but
the Greeks are definitely the better scldiers and believe
they can hold. To face the Yermans they have some five
divisions of thelr own available and may, with British
help, eventually have all the force that can be used to
advantage on a short front in mountainous country. At
the outset it seems that there will be an attempted
resistance at the frontier and then perhaps on the line

from Lake Doiran to Amphipolis, where the Allles had
their
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their positions in the last wer, and finally along the
mountain barrier running north from Olympus to the
Tugoslav border,ziving up Salonika but still protecting
both Greece proper and the rear of the army in Albania.
dueh will of course depend upon the abllity of the Royal
Alr Force to keep the more numerous German planes from
utterly disrupting communications and demorallzing the
defense, and of course if Yugoslavia joins the Axls and
the Germans get the use of the Monastir gap, these well-
1aid plans will %o a-gley. ©On the cther hand, if Yuszo-
slavia decides to fight rather than see hersalf further
enciroled, thers will be a different story too, but this
seems to people here %o be definitely unlikely, however
desirable.

The Greeks in generel are beginning to realize the
fagtsoutlined by Mr, Eden to the Government (and incldent-
ally to me) in his recent wvisit., The Turkish army is not
equinped to take the offemsive and [urthermore the Turks
are convinced that Turkey and not Greece is the princlipal
objective of the German drive in the Balkans. Turkey may
possibly declare war if Greece is attacked, and glve
Britain the use of her airfields, but Ureece can hardly
expect any direct asalstance. Yugzoslavia, on her rpart,
is wavering as to whether or not to take up arms even in
omse Salonikas, which she malntains to be within her zone
of security, is attacked., In between the two, Greece will
heve to bear the brunt of the first shock, and the Britlsh

will zive her mll the assistance they possibly can, imn the
hope
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hope that & show of successful resistance here may
bearten the others and finally brin: about an Emstern
Front stretching from the Bosphorous to the sdriatic,
kr, Eden said to me, "I think eventually the Yu:oslavs,
Turks and Greeks will all be in the fizht, but there will
be a lot of slipping end sliding before that haprens.”
Obviously, right up to the very last minute,the British
have failed to get a line-up established and are still
living on efforts and hope, Mr. Eden himself did not
seem to be too cast down about this. &e said to me,
"Even if Germany succeeds in overrunning Greece, I don't
see how this will help her, By that time we shall have
cleaned up in the Middle East and be sitting pretty in
Africa., In meking war in the Balkans, Germany is only
rlaying football in her own cabbage patch.™

Mr., Eden of course looks at metters from the Empire
point of wview. If he can't win s victorv here, he can
console himself wilth thinking thet Sermany's vioctory
will be a Pyrrhic vietory, but the Greeks have their
owvn fete to conslder and were definitely distressed by
the news he brought them from inkera, However, he did
his best to cheer them up with assurances that England's
effort will be a serious one, end with Wilson here and
troops obviously coming, they certainly have something

to go on,

iffectionately yours,

nlieyt

-
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ROYAL GREEK LEOATION
WASHINGTON

The Kinlster of Greece is instructed by
his Government to convey to President Roosevelt
the expression of the deep gratitude of the Hal-
lenie Government and of the Hellenic Nation for
the friendly words The President used in his last
speech concerning Greece, This noble zesture on
behalf of The President caused a vivid and wide-spread

emotion in Greece and is @ precious encourszesent

in the erucial days the nation is living,

Washington, D.C.
March 19, 1941, »—



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

March 19, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you reply to this

gable in my name?

F. D. R.



[TRANSLATION]
TELEGRAM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
RCA ki. 124 Cable
Athens, March 17, 1941

The President:

Your noble words have been deeply felt in Greece
whoee gratitude towards the United States of America
and its illustrious President is infinite [.] In
the name of the Hellenic people I thank you for the
confidence in it which you are good enough to express [.]
In the name of the Breek Army I wish to assure you
that every cannon [,] every shell placed in ite hands
wlll be a galn for the ideas to which the Union
devotes in eo lofty & spirit its immense resourcees [.]
The soldlers of OGreece are resolved to win, they also [,]
the right that free nations worthy of liberty may be
able to repeat in the days of posterity your moving
words blessed be our ancestors.

GEORGES II.

Tr: iHSP
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RCA ki, 124 Cable (¢ AR 18 1941
ATHENES, Mar, 17, 1941 ‘L’ﬂ’,ﬂé‘f

THE PRESIDENT:

VOS NOBLES PAROLES ONT ETE PROFONDEMENT RESSENTIES EN GRECE
DONT LA GRATITUDE A L EGARD DES ETATS ’UHIS D AMERIQUE ET DE 80U
TLLUSTRE PRESIDENT EST INFINIE AU NOM DU PEUPLE HELLENIQUE JE VOUS
REMERCIE DE LA CONFIANCE QUE VOUS VOULEZ BIEN LUI TEMOIGNER AU NOM
DE L ARMEE GRECQUE JE TIENS A VOUS ASSURER QUE CHAQUE CANON CHAQUE
OBUS MIS ENTRE SES MAINS SERA UN GAIN POUR LES IDEES AUXQUELLES L
UNION CONSACRE DANS UN ESPRIT SI ELEVE SES RESS0URCES IMMENSES LES
SONDATS DE LA GRECE SONT RESOLUS A GAGNER EUX AUSSI LE DROIT A CE
QUE LES NATIONS LIBRES ET DIGNES DE LA LIBERTE PUISSENT REPETER
DANS LA POSTERITE VOS FPAROLES EMOUVANTES BENIS SOIENT NO8 AIEUX,

GEORGES II.



Athens, March 25, 1941.
Greek Independence Lay,

Dear Franklin:
Re-reading my last letter, I find that there is no

need to alter the general picture there ziven of the

Greek situation. Recent importent develorments have been

few, and meinly along lines already Iindicuted., The pic-

ture 18 becoming more definite, if more uncomf'ortable,
Yugoslavia has joined the Axis today. The terms

are not yet known here, and there may be reservations,

But it is the first step which eounts, when one gives in

to Germany. Turkey's attitude, according to diplomatic

Iriends recently returned from Ankara, has become increas-

inzly offish and timid as regards helping Greece and Great

Britajn, and Yugoslavia's action is likely to meke it

more 0. Britain, on the other hand, continues to pour

in reinforcements here. The British authorities are

glving out no information whatever as to the real extent

of thia effort, This is in keeping with Mr, Eden's

remark

The Fresident,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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remark to me, "I am saying nothing on that question,

not even to the United Statea, or to my own Minister in
Athens." But of course we can see with our own eyes the
ships coming in, trucks and troops crowding the roads,
and camps in ell the outskirts of the city. The Turklsh
Military Attachd estimates that there are now 120,000
British in Greece. He may be right, but Major Baker, of
this Legation, thinks 80,000 would be closer. Neanwhile,
the Greeks have fought an Italian counter-offensive to a
standstill, but have themselves been unable to progress
toward the desired shortened line in Albania which would
permit the withdrawal of divisions to face the Germans.
The weather in the north is improwing.

Following the settlement with Yugoslavia, and the
packing of & huge German force on the Greco-Bulgarien
frontier, it is expected here that German demands will be
made of Greece very scon, probably in the form of an
ultimatum. Von Papen recently told my Swedish colleazue
in Ankera that the Greeks can expect far less favorable

terms now than they might have had last January, if they

had asked for them, But now the British are here in force,
and the decision 1s out of Greek hends. Fubliec opinion

has been frightened by Yumoslavia's defection, but the die
is cast, &8s the Government and the army as a whole well

realize,

Indicatlons
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Indlcations, such as the presence of ammunition
dumps end transport parks, would seem to confirm what
the King told me some time ago, namely that it is the
intention of the British and Greeks to make their principal
resistance in the Olympus reglon. It is clear that &
development of the German attack through southern Yugo-
slavia, which is now more than ever possible, would not
turn a line there as it would one established further
east, As stated in my last letter, the terrain of Greece
greatly favors the defense, particularly against mechanized
edvance, On the other hend, the discrepancy in numbera
between the present opposing forces is enormous. Ferhaps
the best that the Allles can look forward to is a succession
of Thermopylaes. The German air force, according to recent
estimates, will take the place of the Persian arrows, dark-
ening the sun, and British tenacity and Greek devotion will

fizht in the shade.

It is possible, of course, that the Germans will not
press thelr attack against Greece proper but content them-
selves with Salonika, and then switch off azainst the
Dardanellea, leaving a Britisnlfnrca cooped up here which

might have been used to advantage elsewhere. The Turks
appear tn.be afraid of this, but the iﬁaa is not supported
by apparent German dispositions in Bulgaria. Meanwhile,
recent indications of Soviet willinamess not to molest the

Turks if they defend themselves are not regarded here as

meaning
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meaning any shift toward Great Britain on lMoscow's
part, but only a desire to let others fizht Russia's
battles for her.

There are still some dubious pointa to be cleared
up, but we are doubtless on the eve of drastic eclarifi-

cations,

Affectionately yours,

a‘//%
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Canea, Lay 13, 184l.

685 Oreek Legation.

washington, 0.C.

L O

" I have read with the greatest pleasure your letter
which has peen transmltted to me by your son, Captain
James Hoosevelt, His presence among us ias another
happy token of the help of your intersst for my country.
I thank you heartily for the help which the .mericen
People, under your brilliant leadership, give to Greece
in so hard times, end I am very happy to be able to
assure you that my people admire your inspirsed acticon
for the selvation of the elvilization and the liberties
of the world."™

George 1I1.

Ra



\ DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WASBHINGTON

July 29, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

On the occasion of the birthday of the King
of Greece on July 19, I requested the Greek Minister
in Washington to transmit to His Majesty a message
in your name, expressing felicitations. There is
now enclosed a copy of a communication from the
Greek Minister containing an acknowledgment from
the King, which is transmitted to you in accordance

with the Minister's nest.
ai

Tully yourfp,
Enclosure: ! Ju‘d
From Greek
Minister,

Note No. 2272,
July 22, 1941.

The President,
The White House.
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No, 2272 July 82, 1941,

My dear ur, Secretary:

1 have the honor to tranacit
herewlth the heartfelt thanks and deep appreclation of
His kajesty the Eing of the Hellenes for the cordlal
felicitations and good wishes of the Fresldent of the
United States on the occasion of his birthday as well
as for thes sarnest bope that the future may bring peace,
the restoralion or thelr kingdom and their independence
to the uUreek peopls,

1 should highly appreciate if you
kindly transmit lHis Majesty's answer to The Presidont,

1 avall myself of this occasion,
my dear wr, Secretury, to expreass the aasurance of my
hignest comsidersation,
liia dxzeellency
4r. Sumner selles,

agting Jecretary of “tete,
Waahiuston, D.C,
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\ DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WASHINGTOMN

August 6, 1941,

Dear Franklin:

To put an end to my long series of letters on
Greece, I can do nothing better than to send you a
copy (enclosed) of my informal notes on the German con-
quest and occupation of Greece, written in Berlin
immediately after my arrival there from Athens, Read-
ing over these notes hers I rinﬁﬁthe most minor correc-
tions necessary on the basis of later information. It
is my thought that you may care to have these notes in
your files, but if you ever have time to read them Yyou
may find them to embody an interasting little story;
and they are certainly "hot off the griddle,"

Affectiongtely yeurs,
Enclosure. L’)/L

The President,
The White House,



Berlin, June 16, 1941.




The Italians attacked Greece on October 28, 1940, and
the Greeks immediately foresaw German participstion when the
time should be ripe. General Letaxas said to me early in
November, "Let us not fool ourselves; when the spring comes the
Germans will attack ua," He told me at that time, - and this
attitude was repeatedly reaffirmed to me right up to the final
collapee, not only by him, but by his successor and by the
King, - that Greece would resist German aggressiocn in the same
manner as& i1t had reslsted Italian, on the basis not that it
expected to keep from being over-run, but that it believed
in the final victory of England, and that the country owed it
to its future to keep at least its soul alive.

Neither General Metaxas, whose plans for the defense
continued to be adhered to though he died before the Germans
ceme in, nor the King, ever believed in any very effective
asgistence, other than nevel, coming from Great Britain. They
naturally pressed for all the ald they could get from this
source, but their strategy was so concelved that it could be
adhered to whether the Eritish sent seven or only three divisions.
Neither did they take much stock in Mr. Eden's projected plans
for possible Yugoslav and Turkish collaboration. The Forelgn
Office professed to believe in Turkey's assurances up to the
last minute, but the militery saw themselves Tlghting without
such props sgainst the combined ermles of Italy end Germany and

laid their plans eccordingly.

The First Plan
Their first plan involved driving the Italian Army out
of the peninsula before the spring when, with en ermy eof 300,C00
men plus whatever expeditionary force the Eritish might bring,
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they could support the lightly fortified line along the Bulgar-
{an frontier with & large force located in the mountalnous
tottle-peck of the Epirus-Olympus region.

This plan presumed the neutrality of Yugoslavia, but
was easily alterable to allow for & thrust by the enemy from

Bulgaria through the southern part of that country.

The Second Flen
However, as spring epproached, the Italisns bed not been

driven out of Albania, chiefly on account of the severlty of

the winter, the mountainous terrain, end the difficulties exper-
ienced by the Greek Army in all matters of supply. The Germans
by this time had cccupled Fumenis and seemed likely soon to
enter Bulgaria as well. The Greeks then attempted a limited
offensive sgainst the Italiane to attain at least a shorter line
along the Skoumbi River and relesse & pumber of diviaioms for
defensive purposes against the Germans, a modifioaticon of the
original plan as elready outlined.

At the same time, in order not to precipitate German
aggression, the Greeks insisted that no British troops ccme to
the meinland of Greece until the Germans had actually crossed
the Danube. One British divielon was landed in Crete for the
defense of Suda Bay and a Eritish militery mission was allowed
to come to Athens to study the gituation, but the small British
air force alding the Greeks egainst Italy was not materially
jpereased end no British offlcers or troops were allowed in

greek Magedonla end Thrace.

The Third Flan
When the Germans crossed the Danube and began massing

troops on the Greco-Bulgarian border early in March, the Eritish
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began to arrive in Greece. The Greek offensive to the Skoumbi
had been only partielly successful and was now answered by an
Itelisn counter-offensive, which indeed galned pno ground, amnd
oot the Italiens dear, but effectively kept the Greeks from
withdrawing troops to the south to meet the German menace. The
British therefore assumed practically alone the central assign-
ment in the Olympus reglon, thelr mechenized equipment end the
nature of the terrain belng counted on to make up for their lack
of numbers. What Greek troops were avallable in this region
were placed on the mountains and the British were expected to
hold the Germen columms which might attempt to use the valleys.
The plan was now changed again. As in all previous plams, the
defense of the Bulgarian border wee to be a delaylog mction
only end the main effort wes to be made in holding the Olympus
reglon; but this now involved not the withdrawal of divisions
from a shortened Albanian line, but a retreat under fire by the
whole Greek Army in Albenis, and especlally its right flank,
until contact could be established with the British.

The Attaock
This laat plan was the one finally attempted. The

entrance of Yugoslavia into the war raised Greek hopes, but did
not necessitate any change in the ellied dispositicms. The col-
lapse of the Yugoslav armies in southern Serbla omly rendered
actual what had long appeared possible, namely, the appearance
of the Germens in force at the Monastir Gap, turning the British
forward positions west of the Vardar and threstening to cut in
between the British and the retreating Greek Army in Albanla.
Ko more than two Greek divisions were in the entire reglon east
of the Vardar, and these, under cover of detachments left in the
field works of the so-called Metaxas Line, were evacuated south-

warde by sea when the weight of the German attack made itselfl felt.
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Fhase One of Operations
The British forces in Greece, the numbers of which had
been kept a close secret, were now revealed to me by the Britlsh
Minister as including no more than two divisions and one armored
brigade. This brigede was used by Gemeral ¥Wilson to delay the
German penetration southwards from Monastir while he abandoned
the whole region north of Olympus end weat of the Vardar, and
prepared to defend the 1ine of the Halimcmon River, as well as
to glve the Greeks more time to come south and take up effective
positions on his left. The brigade was overwhelmed by German
armored nuporiority,lbut geve a good mccount of itself. This
phase of the battle was a race against time, the retreat of the
Greeks being delayed less by the Italien pursuit than by the
difficulty of the terrain amd by the assaults of German detach-
rente which, as the main body moved south, struck up into the
mountains on the flank of thelr withdrawal.
The small Eritish air force which had now been slightly

reinforeed, came into action at ¥onastir and during this phase
was very useful in bomblng tanks snd machine-gunning troops end
lorries. The tremendously superlor German eir force seems not
at this time to have swung itselfl into general nntinm.zhut
pevertheless almost all the British and remaining Greek plenes,
perhaps 140 machines im all, were socounted for in western Macedonla,
end to a less extent im Albanisa, during this opening stage of
hostilities.
1. Note: The German armored strength was estimated at Athens to

be two full divieions.
2, Note: The British thoroughly destroyed the Salonika eir instal-

lations and burned up all the gasoline stocks when the

Greeks evacuated the eclty. The full weight of the German

air attack seems to have developed only after the Cermans

had been able to put the airflelds in northern Greece lnto

usable condition - ¢lose up behind the battle zone.
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Phase Two of Operations
Foreing its way down from the Monastir Gap and pushing

along the comst, the Cerman Army came now into contact with

the main Eritish position along the Haliacmon north of Olympus,
where the Eritish inflioted heavy losses on the Germans as the
latter crossed the river; but also the full welght of the German
air force here came into play. Britieh communications were
continually hemmered and the airfield at the mein advance base

of Lerissa was actually captured end held for a time by parachute
troops. ATter a short but sharp resistance the line gave way

at both ends and the Germans entered the plain of Thessaly arcund
btoth sides of Olympua. 0n the east, near Gruvun& and later near
Kalabaka, where the Greeks were jJust beginning to get back in
some foroe after great difficulties in the mountains, the fight
wag partloularly stubtorn. When the British left Ealabaka be-
hind them and the Greek resistance there was shattered, the Ger-
mans not only swept south through the plain but also turned west
up the road which comnnects Thessaly and Epirus, and thus threat-
ened to take the bulk of the Greek Army in the rear. It was this

exploitation of the gap opened up by the rapidly withdrawing

infantry in the mountains that decided the fate of the campaign.

The British, with great speed and skill, eacaped encirclement,
somewhat to the surprise of the Germans, but the Greeks were
trapped. And, after they had felt the full force of German
bombing of their communications and bases in Epirus, Janina being
almost completely flattened, and supply columms everywhere
blocked or destroyed, they asked for an armistice. The British
took up a final defensive position on the Thermopylae line,
topographically the strongest in Greece, but they took it up
without the Greek forces to help them, which they had counted

on in case a retreat to this line became necessary.
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It should be said that the British campaign was well
handled up to this time, the best use possible being made of
the means avallable. When taking up the Thermopylae position,
General Wilson was careful to block the road leading southwest
by which the Germans, moving down the west coast of Greece, were
attempting to out-flank him. Thus Thermopylae was not turned,
but fnrn-ﬁ,l and the Germans pald for i1t. But something
clearly went wrong at this time with the liaison between British
and Greeks. I was with the British Minister, General Heywood,
commanding the British Mdssion, and Adr Vice Marshal d'Alblae,
commanding the RAF in Greece, when they received the news of the
Greak surrender, and they were obviously taken completely by
surprisa, It was that they did not regard the German
penetration in the Greek rear as being necessarily decisive, and
there are many Greeks today, inocluding soldiers, who agree with
them. In this connection, it may be noted that the armistice
was signed not by the Greek Commander in the field, but by some
of his subordinates, the leader of whom has since become the
local "Quisling". An important Greek sald to me just before
I left Athens that General Metaxas had made hias greatest mlstake
in attempting to resist Germany with a pro-German olique, meaning
that his cabinet and his generals were largely drawn from King
Constantine's adherents in the last war. The armistice certainly
appears justifiable on purely formal grounds, but the question
of whether more determined leadershlp might not have brought at

1. Note: The Germans used both armored unita and Alpine trocpa in
this actlon. HNo reliable estimate of the total German
numbars involved in the entire Greek operation could be
obtained in Athens, but 1t was estimated before the attack
took place that about 12 divisions were massed on the
Greek and south SBerblan frontisrs, and that the alr force
s%rmarknd for the Greek operation totalled at least 1,000
planea.
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least a large part of the Greek Army safely back to the Thermopylee
line will probably always be debated. When the rebelliocus gen-
erals were communicating with the Germans regarding an armistice,
a mysterlous order was issued in Athens dismissing ell soldiers

in that area to their homes and providing them with pay in drachma
bills whieh had been raised from 100 to 1,000 in value, This
order was speedily countermsnded, but what appears tec have been

a plot involving the Ministers of Finance, War and Navy, resulted
in not only a wave of defeatism spreading throughout the capitel,
but in the suicide of the Prime Minister, Mr. Korizla, and the
formation of a mew government. The British are supposed toc have
taken & stiff attitude in regard to this affair, and to have borne
down heavily on the Premier for what had happened, and this l1s
probably the origin of certein stodes to the effect that they

had him put out of the way.

The Pursuit.

The British foroces in Greesce were evacuated from many
points, including coves and beaches, all the way from Chaleis,
just south of Thermopylae, to Kalamata at the southern end of
the Peloponnesus. The German pursult was vigorous, but the
British motorized eguipment wes of better quality than the German
gnd it was chiefly through the use of their alr force that the
Germans inflicted demage on their fleeing opponemts. By thls
time there was no allied air opposition whatever, Parachutists
were used in the capture of the Iasthmus of Corinth but feiled
to prevent the British from blowing up the road and rallway bridge
goross the canal and thus delaying the approach of the pursuing
columms. It appears that whenever the Germans caught up, their
casualties were considerably greater than those of the Eritish,
but the effective dive-bombing of small Greek coastal steamers,’

schooners and fishing snmacks, commandeered for the purpose of
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evacuation, brought the Eritish losses up agaln. The British
appear to have been able to evacuate safely about two-thirds

of the total foroes brought to Greece, but to have lost all
their motorized and armored equipment as well ae their artillery
and planes, After the whole operation was over, the German
troops who swarmed over the entire country not excepting even
the smellest islends, appeared to be a badly dilapldated end
conelderably shaken lot of men. Their materisl was greatly
superior to the British im quentity but inferior in quelity,

and the dearest hope of their scldiery seemed to be en early

ending to a war in which constant victories bring them no rest.

The Capture of Crete

The German atteck on Greece may be divided into two main
parts, or operations, the first directed against Greece proper,
and the second against the island of Crete with its important
enchorage st Suda Bay., Subeidiary operations involved the seiz-
ure of less importent islands of the Aegean, notably Samothrace,
Lemnos, Lesbos, Chios, end Samos, while verlous smaller islands,
not so strategically placed, in this area, a2 well as the sc-
called "Ionian™ islands (Corfu, Cephallonia, Zante, Lefkas,
Ithaca) on the west coast of Greece, were occupled by the Itallana.
Little, if any, opposition appears to have been encountered in
these captures, except at Lemnos when a small force of gendarmes
end local guards beat off several attempts at landing. The
German troops proceeded to these islands in small Greek fishing
oraft, and possibly also in motor launches towing pontoon boats
end rafts specially brought down from Central Eurcpe in the wake
of the advancing armles.

During the war with Italy, the Greeks had drawn practically
all the fighting men from the islands for service in Albania, or

for garrisen of the Bulgarian frontier and the rear areas in Greece.
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The Cretan contingent emounted to some thirty thousand effectives,
and all who remained of these after the collapse on the mainland
were trapped there, leaving the defense of Crete to a few detach-
ments of young recruits plus a British contingent of no more than
one division.

The Garmens left nothing to chence in their attack on
Crete. For several weeks after the ceapture of Athens they con-
gentrated a special corps of invasion troops imn the coastal area
from Chaleis to Corinth, and while the armored divisions with-
drew northward, brought down a large number of light launches
and pontoon boats, These were transported on trucks, as the
railway had been thoroughly destroyed by the British, particularly
in the region near Thermopylae, where bridges and tunnels are
DUmerous. The Germans must also have imported a great quantlty
of petrol by truck, and perhaps also by plane. While prepara-
tions for invading Crete by land and air went ahead, the German
motorized infantry which had pursued the British finally to the very
tip end of the peninsula (losing, as I was told by an eye-witness,
at least 1,000 dead in the vicinity of Kalamata alone) began coming
back with its wounded, and the resulting traffle congestion on
Greece's limited roads was terrific., At this time also, the
wear and tear on the German vehiocles became strikingly apparent.
Between Athens and Corinth, among several thousand vehiclea there
were hundreds halted for repalrs both for engine and tire trouble.

The lack of air opposition allowed the Germans, throughout the
entire campaign, to operate their planes from fields directly im
the rear of the fighting line. Thus at Olympus they based thelr
bombers and fighter protection on Salonika, Florina, and Monastir,
and at Thermopylae employed the field at Larlissa. For the Cretan
campaign they developed the three Aithenlan fields (Tatol, Heraklelon
and Kleusis), and the fields at Corinth and Argos, and bulilt new

fields at Megara, and between Gythelon and Monemvasia southeast
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of Bparta. This last was apparently used for dlve-bombers
particularly. Because the Germans had made thelir last
devastating dawn attacks on the Greek alirfields with machine
guns and incendiary bullets rather than bombs, they imherlted
the runways in good condition.

When evacuating Athens, the British did not deatroy
the oil stocks (Shell, Socony, etc.) at the Plraeus, as they
had done at Salonika. It seems the Gresks begged them not
to, fearing the spread of fire. Among the stocks Ehuu captured
by the Germans thers was a gonelderable amount of patrol,
but the subsequent intenslve operations against Crete by a force
of at least 1,000 planes over a perled of a few days could not
have been carried out without further stocks being brought down
from the north, and the German achievement in this regard is
worthy of remark, in view of the condition of the roads and the
dangers to navigatlon. I heard of no petrol being brought 1n
by sea at this time.

During the couple of weeks of Cerman preparatlon, the
gritish made several bombing railds on the alrflelds in the Athens
area, tut without important results. Antiairoraft defenses
were installed with a profusion unknown during the British ocou-
pation of the area. At one time there were eight antiairoraft
guns on the Acropolls itself, and after these had been removed
at the instance of better judgment, guns still remained on the
adjacent hills as well as on the roofs of all important bulldings
in the eity., During the Italian, German and British ralds from
Ootober to May, planes passed repeatedly over the center of
Athens and wers fired on intensively on every oocaslon, but no
bombs were gver dropped within the oity limlts striotly speaking.

When the actual assault on Crete started, about the
middle of May, the port of the Piraeus was still practically
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unusable, On the night following the initial German attack
on Greece early in April, it had been heavily bombed; many
ships had been set ablaze, and after futile efforts to tug her
to safety, a vessel loaded with 200 tons of TNT blew up cloee
to the Free Zone Wharf, totally destroying the only modern
installation of ite kind in Greece, and partially blocking the
entrance to the imnner besins. Later, further bombings sank
more ships, notably during the Eritish efforts at evacuatlon,
&nd the harbor became cluttered with wreckage.  Accordingly, no
large part of the German expedition to Crete by sea left from
this point. Convoys assembled at the island of St. George off
Cape Sunium, and in the Bay of Eleusls, near Nea Perama, and
perhaps at other pointe, such es Kyme in Euboea, - which would
geem to glve an snswer to the question why so many German troopa
crossed to that islend on the way down from the north. Bomber
end fighter sirplanes seem to have been based largely on the
Athens eirfields, troop-carrying planes on Megara and Corinmth,
and the dive-bombers on fields further south.

The attempt to invade Crete by sea was & complete Ilasco.
The convoys were made up of small Greek coastwise steemers - a
few of which were left over im Greek harbors after the British
evacuastion and were assembled by the Germans from far and wlde -
and of small boats towed by Greek fishing smacks equipped with
diesel motors. The passage was nocturnal and the protection
wee provided by Italian destroyers. As many as five thousand
men were committed to a single convoy of this kind; all were
heavily equipped end the smell craft were packed to overflowlng.
How many such convoys attempted to reach the island, I do mot
kmow, but I had advance anonymous information of the salling of
two. ‘There may have been three, but probably not more, since

the fate of the first couple created a mutinous reaction emong

the trocps slated to follow, and there were & number of executlons
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out of hand at the embarkation pointe and suleldes among
superior officers in Athens. The convoys appear to have
been interceptsd by British naval patrols and decimated, the
men who fell into the sea belng too heavily laden to swim,
even 1f they knew the art, and the Italian destroyers taking
to their heels or belng suddenly sunk by the British guns at
practically point blank range. To Judge from the reports of
Greek capteins who escaped the holocaust, an estimated loss of
4,000 men per convoy would appear conservative., Few of the
Germans who survived came back to Greece, and there were no
reports from any source of any sea-borne formations having
taken part in the fighting on the island.

Crete wasa taken by attack from the air. A large force
of parachutiats was employed, perhaps as many as 1,500 or 2,000,
These appear to have been "accountsd for". One witnesa told
me of the New Zealanders remarking that they had never had such
good snipe shooting in their lives, The parachutistas were fol-
lowed promptly, however, by ewarms of bombers and dive-bombers,
whose unremitting efforts from low altitudes againat slight air
opposition, disorganized British resistance and drove it under
ground. The bombers were then followed by hundreds of troop-
carrying planes whose ocoupants leaped out with machine guns and
grenades, and even small cannon, and took up positions front,
flank and rear before thelr opponenta could get out of thelr
slit trenches, dugouts, and caves. The battle, in its resulting
confuslon, appears to have been like nothing hitherto known.
The Germana secured an early hold om the airfield at Canea, near
Suda Bay, and were never thereafter dislodged from this key
poaition. At Rethymno and Heraklelon, the British regained
control after first loalng it, but wave after wave of troop-ocarry-
ing planes preceded by bombers and fightersawept in, while the

British received no reinforcements except a few marines. The
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British fleet shelled the Canea alrfield, and effectively
defeated the German attempts to bring in troops by sea, as I
have already recorded, but was heavily attacked in turn from
the air, and lost at least two cruisers, the Gloucester and

the York, the latter already damaged and lying in Suda Bay,

and four destroyers. Gradually the overwhelming arrivals and
the lack of any relief to the British troops, as well as the
impossibility of organizing any position in the oircumstances
created by the German methods, rendered further resistance
impossible, and the fleet covered a general evacuation. Some
three hundred severely wounded BEritlish were left in hospital

at Canea, and these were transported by German plane to Athens,
Other losses are hard to estimate from information available in
dthens, but it seems likely that the British elaim to have saved
the bulk of the defenders is correct. German losses in planes
were clearly very heavy. One air transport convoy left Magara
with 130 planes and returned with only 90, approximately. It
was said that 300 of these unwieldy Junkers found graves in
Crete, and that many crashed badly with the loss of all or most
of thelr passengers. An interesting aspect of the operation
was the use by the Germans of old machines which had passed their
proper time of service in the air, and obsolescent types. The
few British Hurricanes (mo Bpitfires were seen during the entire
Gresk campaign) whioh came into action against them played havoo
with these abundant "erates", but their use was Justified by thelr
numbers and the restricted British resourcsd. In the early
stages, the Germans made some use of gliders, towed behind
regular planes to be cut loose at the chosen moment. Thesa
gllders seem to have carried a dozen or more men, and to have
been regarded as specially dangerous by the troops required to
descend in them. 4 bhigh-ranking air officer, gensrally oredited
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In Greece with having been Richtofen himself, the Commander of
the German air forces involved in the ocampaign, was killed on
the island of Aegina when demonsatrating to his reluctant per-
sonnel the perfect safety of the devioe, Thereafter, little
more was heard of it. When the operation anded, Crete was in
German hands, but the British defenders had been few in numbers
and the majority had escaped after inflicting exceedingly heavy
losses and giving the German morale a distinot jolt. The impres-
slon was inescapable in Athens that the entire Gresk campaign was
both harder and more time-consuming than the Germans anticipated.
As might be expected, the liberty-loving populatiomn of
Crete, composed largely of rugged if backward mountaineers, gave
ardent support to the British in the defense of their island,
0ld men and even women joining irregularly in the fray, and it
1s to be feared that viclous reprisals are belng taken. The
chief towns were of course practlcally destroyed by alr bombard-

ment.

The German Ooccupation

The German occupatlion of Greece has finaelly allenated
any elements in the population which might previously have besn
called aympathetio. The Germans gave out that they were eanter-
ing as "friends™, and desired only to purge Greece of the Britiah.
But wheress they entered Salonika and Athens In a peaceful and
orderly fashion, thelr subsequent conduct has been out of keeping
with thias excellent baginning. The British brought food with
them and placed thelr troops in camps outaide the towns, but
the Germans entersd the country to live on 1t, without a commls-
sariat, and billeted their troops on the population. In many
cases this billeting was allowed to go on at the discretion of
the troops themselves, who entered houses and demanded rooms,
without orders from above, and then locted when they left, ocarry-
ing anything they ocould away with them, particularly silver and linen.
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Looting and even wanton destructlon appears to have been speclally
prevalent in the provinces, where cases of rape were also reported.
In Athens, the Senior officers, who had installed themselves in
the best houses, driving the inhablitants to seek shelter in
poorer guarters, occasionally attempted to temper the wind, but
the general impression was inevitably that of a wave of 111-
disciplined barbarism sweeping over a clvilized community, with
the result that the Germans and the "Quisling" government thay
set up, are now unlversally held in contempt as well as hated.

As regards the food situation, it should not be forgotten
that Greece had alrsady been at war for five montha when the
Germans came in, and her stocks wers low, In addition, she
oannot normally supply her wheat requirements, and has very
little meat - even in peace times. Had the Germans brought
food with them, they might have weaned an already almost starv-
ing population into thinking that they are indeed the liberators
they ¢laimed to be. But their "locust" tmotles rendered this
impossible from the start, and in addition, thelr grand gesturse
of turning the eaptured Greek Army loose instead of making 1t
prisoner - as a tribute to Greek wvalor - recolled on their heads
for the simple reason that this army was but turned loose to
starve. It would have been far better for the Oreek scldiers
to have gone to German prison campa, and far better for the
country, too. The troops would at least have had something to
eat once a day. As it is, they now swarm in misery and rags
over a land despoliled. Finally, the commandeering of all private
motor transport (and even fishing vessels, for a time) and the
destruction of rail communication, deprived the cities of thelr
normal means of supply, and large centers like Athens and
Salonika can no longer be fed by the abundant fisheries in

Greek waters or recelve the benefit of the still fertile market
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gardens in certain favored parts of the provinces. The misery
of the poor in the olties is certainly greater, nearsr the
absolute zero of subsiatence, at present, than that of the
peasants, despite the greater spoliatlon of the country districts.
When I left Athens on Junme 5th there had been much talk in the
German-controlled press of the willingness of the Relch to help
the puppet government solve the situatlon, but no real step hed
been taken or seemed likely to be taken to that end. Greece

is the poorest of Furopean countries. Only 13 percent of her
surface is arable land. BShe is facing real starvation, imminent
starvation, and her people mot only see that this state of things
followed on the German invasion (the "New Order™), but have been
sickened by the spectacls of German soldiers in the bun shops
eating oream puffs from both hands.

The anti-German attitude of the pecple has been sharply
underlined by a popular propensity to cheer and distribute floweras
and candy, cigarettes, ete., to Eritish prisoners in tranasit
through Athens, despite official threats and even wholesale
arresta. The controlled press, as well as the German military
suthorities, has soundly lectured the publie in this connection,
sxpressing a rather nalf surprise at the same time that the
greeks wlll not recognize thelr "real™ friends. Following the
mysterious disappearance of the German flag from the Acrcpolis
{which had been desecrated with the Bwautika'the moment the
first German troops entered Athens), the whole city was placed
on ourfew hours. Everybody must be home by 10 o'clock in the
evening. As the Oreeks love to sit out in the open air cafes
most of the night in summer, this has been a real punishment, but
{f the Germans want the Greeks to regard them as frlends, as they
say, here again 1s a false stap. Many Greeks are begloning to
think that no way ocan ever be found to get along with the Germans,



-] -

unless it be abject submisslon, and to regard the possibility
of the Italisns coming in with something like hope, on the
theory that between Mediterranean peoples there is always
at least a chance of understanding.

Many developments in Greece appear to parallel those
in other German-occupied countries. For instance, there has
been an obvious lack of coordination between the eivil and
military authoritles,- between the army command, the Gestapo
and the Forelgn Office representatives,- and this has led to
much confusion and an increase of popular indignation, because
of the freguent countermanding of orders and regulations. Then
too, the Germans brought thelr own currency into Greece, specially
printed marks of no value outside the country, and with these
the troops have bought up practically all the aupplin; in the
shops, leaving in exchange for a large part of the country's
wealth mere paper. These so-called #marks" are valued arbl-
trarily at the Relchamark rate of exchange fixed priocr to the
war, 50 drachmas to one mark. Thelr uncontrolled iasue, however,
and the fact that in the Itallan pooupled sectlons in the weat
of Greece, lires have been issued at a fantastically high rate,
has oreated an impossible situation for the Bank of Greecs. The
puppet Finance LMinister salled on me just before I left and told
me among other things, that he was attempting to correct the
Italian rate and had recelved a promise from the Germans to
canalize the new marks through the Greek bank of issue, 8o that
at least he might have knowledge of the amount of currency 1n
gireulation, but apparently the situation still remains unsettled.
Finally, another well kmown feature of the occupation has been
the attempt of the Germans to #puy" control of all important
industrial enterprises and businesses. Pressure of various
kinds seem to have brought them almost complete success in this

mattar. I have heard that they urged in a pumber of cases that
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it would be to the advantage of the Greeks to yleld control
quickly, since the Itallans might come in at any time and

apply conflscation) ©Pressure was put on Greek ship owners

to instruct their captains in all parts of the world to submit
to German control, but it seems likely that the masters, at
least in most cases, heard the lnstructions of the legitimate
Greek government with greater aympathy, and have placed their
ships in British handa.

When the Greek forcea surrendered to the Germana in the

north, 1t was understood in Athens that the step was taken ex-
pfessly to avoid surrender to the Italians, whom the Greeks had
defeated. The terms of the armistice, however, were never
published, and the Germans promptly allowed the Itelians to
occupy the whole west coamst as far south as the Gulf of Corinth,
including the province of Epirus and the Ionian Islands, while
at the same time they turned over to the Bulgars, who were not
at war with Greece (f they had been, Turkey would have been
obligzed to fight on Greece's side), the whole of Thrace and
eastern Macedonla as far as the Struma. Thess two cynlecal
violations of the "friendship™ professed, constitute perhaps

the greatest gaucherlie in an occupation singularly maladrolt

and 1ll-conducted. The resentment they have caused 1s universal
in Greece and incurabls.

To sum up, Greece is now more pro-British than at any

time previously, because she has had the Jerman myth exploded in
her face. Instead of ecivilizatlion, order and discipline, she

is experiencing an ill-coordinated and shoddy tyranny, with whose
insincerities and inconsistencies she finds 1t impossible to cope

rationally, and under whose violent and uncontrolled rapacity

she risks starvation. w M E

(signed) Lincoln MacVeagh .
American Minister.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF PROTOCOL

October 17, 1941

MEMORANDUY FOR GENERAL WATSON

With reference to the President's memorandum
of October 15, 1941, I am returning herewith the letter
which the King of Greece sent to the President, together

with a draft of a suggested reply.
If the draft meets with the President's approval,

I shall be pleased to have it forwarded in an appropriate

manner to King George.

& D~
S 31?/

George T. Summerlin

Enclosure:
Original letter from
the King of Greece,

with draft reply.



October 22, 1941,

Dear King George:

I was del to receive m note h;t
lngn t twentieth was presen ma
g+ m 5 s whom I had the pleasure

tu receive reoce , accompanied by your Minister
in Washington,

!‘luap!u.n arrival in England,
i1 T assure vm tl.u "111 be tirx-
s s e e St e
soussed your L] your ster
¢ informed

who has no doubt by this time fully
you,
With kindest regards and best wishes,
Very sineerely youre,
His Iunt;x

-}mnn-u

» -

/huse Fdu
-4



THE WHITE HOUSE 'u:'
WASHINGTON '-_&l"’
Degember 11, 1

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER BECRETARY OF 8TATE

FOR THE MECEBBARY ACTION
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

December 10, 1941.

My dear lir. President:

The Greek Minister, Mr. Diamantopoulos, called
on me yesterday and left the attached note, addressed
to you on behalf of his Government, expressing the in-
dignation of the Greek pecple at the perfidious attack
by Japan against the United States. I informed the
Minister that I would be vury glad to lay this com-
munication before you immediately, and made known to
him the appreclation of this Government for the prompt
and generous sentiments which his Government has ex-
pressed.

The Minister also handed to me a note stating
that the Greek Government had informed the Government
of Japan that since Japan was at war with Great Britain
and the United States, diplomatic relations between
Greece and Japan were severed by the Greek Government.

The
The President
The White House.
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The Department is also making appropriate acknowledg-
ment of this evidencgof Greek cooperation.

thdlly yours,

Enclosure:

Note Ho. 3590
December 9, lé&l.
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ROYAL OREEX LEQATION
WASHINGTOMN

No. 35%0

MESSAGE FROM THE ROYAL GHEEK GOVERNKEN
TO THE FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

The Greek Government, interpreting the true
sentiments of the whole Greek Netion, express to you,
Mr., President and to the Government of the United States,
their edniration for your untiring efforts to preserve
an honorable peace. Fallure in that worthy objective
is another manifestation of the spirit which permeates
and rules the policies of the Axls powers, The unprovoked
attack of Japan in the course of diplomatic negotiations
loocking to a friendly solution of different points of
view between the two nations further demonstrates the
stealthy methods of the Axls, of which my own country
was alsoc a victim, The Greek people resent this per-
fidious act, and share your confidence and that of the
brave and noble American people for complete victory,

which you, Mr, President, have mude certaln by your
decisive



decisive and inspired poliey and forethourht, and for
which the Americen peorle have pledged themselves, resolute,
determined and united as never before in the history of

your glorious country,

Washington, D.C. December 9, 1941,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

] 1%

February 12, 1942.

HMEXMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECHETARY OF STATE

This was brought in by the
Greek iinister and I talked the
situation over with him. I do
not know whether this calls for
& reply or not. What do you
think?

rl nl RI‘
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TO FRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,

On beholf of my distressed and suffering countrymen,
may I appesl to you, Mr, Presldent, as the head of the great
Americen Nutlion, whose beneficent help and huannitarinn idesls
have contributed so mush to slleviste men's guffering through=
out the world, to insusurate relief for Grasos by supplying
its elght million inhabitantas with the bere necesaitiss of
life, If this rellef 1s not granted imediutely the presant
appalling situetion will continue 2nd thoussnds mors of my
countrymen will surely die of starvatlion. An outstaniine
eitizen of your country could, with the nid of the Inter-
nztlonel Red Cross Commlttee, rally the necessary suyrort
and thus prevent whet threatens to be one of the preant true
gedles of modern tlmea,

Due to the fect that the julekest possibvle way of
supplying Greece is the purchusing and transporting of food-

stuffs from the Middle Taust, principelly from Turkey, I venture

to sucseat



to sugpest thet the Americen personality In quesation be
Frovided with the necegsary fuads and be entrusted with

the taek of coordinsting and supervising on the spot the

whole effort.

GEORGK 11.

London,
Yebruary 6, 1942,
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HEWARED OF THR GHEEX MINISTER

The condlitions preveillng in Gresce, cecord!ing

to recent and reliable information, are aimply
Gppalling.

hgecording to the sume sources the averure number

of desihs per day in the more densely populeted
sections of Creece, especlally in Athens snd Plruous,
is pleced at over 1000. 1Infuntile mortulity 1a
spreading, due to an epidemle of diptheris.

It is obvious that the state of things underaines
the health, the morale sad the courzse of the whola
Greek Notlion, ind if these conditions ere not
remedied immedintely, one mey Juetiriably msk in
what situetion the finel vietory will find the
Greek people who have alreedy sustazined so many
saorifices for the Allied csuse,

In spite of the wonderful work and results a0cOomMp=-
lished for more than & year by the Oreek War Reller,

the ract



the ract remains that toley, funds :nd wider
action are urgently re uired if the good will
thus far mnanifested %ovurds the Oreak Nelulon
by the smerican end British Governmaents and

peoples are to produce salutary and lmaedi=zte

resulus,

Washington, D.C., February 6, 1942,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR

HON. GEORGE T. SUMMERLIN
<

I would suggest that the King of

Greece and Colonel Levidis should
~—come to Hyde Park on Friday, Jume

26th, arriving there any time after

2 P.M., and spend the night. I

think he wants to leave Baturday

afternocon so as to get to Ottawa

on Sunday morning, the 28th.

I will meet him at the Pough-
keepsie Station or, if he is coming
from New York, he can come directly
to the house by autumobile.

F. D. R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 15, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Mr. Summerlin said they would
appreciate it if they could have the
answers to the following questions regarding
the King of Greece's visit to Hyde Park:

1. What time are they expected at Hyde Park?

2. Are they invited Jjust for the day or to
spend the night?

3. If to spend the night, what would be a
proper time for them to leave and return
to New York?

GGT



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
June 28, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SBECRETARY OF BTATE

The King of Greece handed me the
enclosed last Friday, and I think we
should answer these to him and his
Frime Ninister before he leaves.

Will you prepare something?

The illustrated booklet is
secret for the reason that its
disolosure now might involve
innooent people still in Orescs.

F. D. R,

Cony of a Secret official publication of The Royal

Hellenic Government, No. 121, in re Conditions in

Greece-Confidential Photographic Record,

memorandum written on the letterhead of the Prime

Minister of Greece, dated Washington, D. C.,

June 15, 1942, in re The Drafting of Greek Subjects,

memor:-ndum written on the letterhead of the Prime

Minister of Greece, dated Washington, D. C.,

June 1%, 1942, in re Financiel Problem, memorandum
(over)



 — —
initialed "E.J.T, dated Weshington, D. €., June 12,
1942, in re aid for Greece, and & photostatic copy
of Senate Resolution No. 324, Tn the Senate of
The United States, 5/17/42, reading as follows:
"Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that
Northern Epirus (including Cortyzel), the Twelve
Islands of Aegean, and the western cosst of Asta
Minor, where a strong Greek population predominates,
should be awarded by the peace conference to Greece
and become incorporated in the Kingdom of Greece!.

X2 Gu
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CONDITIONS IN GREECE

Confidential Photographic Record
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- initialed "E.J.T, dated Weshington, D. C., June 12,
1942, in re aid for Greece, and & photostatic copy
of Senste Resolution No. 324, Tn the Senate of
mhe Mnitad Statea. 65/17/1.2. reading as follows:




HIS collection of photographs tells its own terrible |
story. It shows hungry men and women waiting in |
queues for a morsel, children trying to get a little

warmth from the exhalations of a drain. and death by '
starvation in all its horrible forms,
Such is the ¢« New Order” which Germany has brought ”

to Greece. By it the Greek race is threatened with
extermination.

More help is urgently needed.,

LY
Uthatopi
A. MICHALOPOULOS

Under Secretary of State
Sor Information in the
Greek Cabinet.

April soth, Py e,
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DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON

July 3. 1942

My dear Mr. President:

There 1s enclosed herewlith for your consideration,
and for silgnature 1f you concur, a copy of a letter addressed
to the Xing of Greece acknowledging the recelpt of certain
documents which he handed to you on June 26,

Coples of the three memoranda regarding the drafting
of Greek subjects in the United States, the financlal prob-
lem of the Greek Government, and post-war aims of Greece
were also handed to me and to Mr. Welles by the Greek
Prime Minleter, and are receiving the Department's atten-
tion, in consultation with the other branches of the
Government concerned.

Falthfully yours,

Enclosures :

To Hie Majesty George II.
Memoranda returned,

The Preeident,
The White Houge.



Department of State

s

ENCLOSURE

ADDERESSED i

His H;Julty o
aor
¥ E;I '

ng of Greece.

T, i



L
Bepartiment of Stale

BUREAY I' NE

pIvIBION
ENCLOSURE
L]

Letter drafted 7""1;42

ADVDHESRSED T
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George II,
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July 3, 1942

Your Majesty:

I wish to express my appreciation for the docu-
ments which you left with me on June 28, 1942, gon-
sleting of a secret photographle record of eonditions
uﬂﬂmmmlﬂmmmthlnnm
Of Greek subjects in the United States, tho fimanelel
probles of Gresce, snd the post-var alss of Ureece.

I understand that Xr. Teouderos has handed soples
of m--—mummmrmmluu
Seeretary of “tate and thet they cre alresdy recelving
the atteation of the sppropriate offlclals of this
dovernaent,

Cordlslly yowrs,
' J/ ,7 e AL L) eswe

A e Ll

His Rajesty

George 11,
Fing of Greece.

::ﬁ" ;



THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

The Drafting of Greek Bubjects

The Greek subjects in the United States amount to one
hundred thousand. The drafting of these men for owr Army in the
Middle East presents difficulties due to the distance and the con-
sequent problem of transporting them then becomes dangerous and
expensive.

We are hoping that we shall be permitted to draft these
Greeks in America and to concentrate and train them here in groups
in American army centers under American officers together with lreek
officers of lower rank.

These Greek troops could be incorporated into larger
American units as this is being done in the Middle fast where Greek
brigades are incorporated into British divisions. The armament, equip-
ment and maintenance of these troops in the Middle East is borme by
‘the British under a system similar to the Lease-Lend.

If the above suggestion were accepted, the drafting
of Greek subjects eould be extended to South America also, whence it
would be convenient to tramsport the recrults to serve in the Greek
regiments in this country.

Wazhington, D. C. Jume 15, 1942.
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THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

Finencial Problam

The Greek public expenditure increases daily for the following reasons:
a) Our armed forces are constantly increasing by the continuous addition of new
volunteers escaping from Greece. It is to our interests, both for Greece and
the Allied cause, to strengthen our armed forces to the highest degree. The arma-
ment, equipment and maintenance of the Army, Navy and Air Forces, are taken care
of by Great Britain through a system similar to the Lease-Lend. However, all other
expenditures of the armed Greek forces - salaries, etc. - burden the Greek budget.
Todey the monthly expenditure for this purpose approximates 200,000 Pounds.
b) The needs for relief of the refugees (women and children) are substantially
increasing daily because, due to starvation the inhabitants escape, especially
from the Greek Islands, coming to the Middle East. The expense for their support
burdens us, because the help of the Red Croes in this direction is limited. I
estimate the yearly expenditure for the support of the refugees who have arrived
up to this time, at 200,000 Pounds. In addition to this, one can add the expense
required for the evacuation of the children from Ureece, shoudd this materialize.
¢) The expense for revictualling Greece, for the most part, is also the burden
of the Greek Government. Up till now, the foodstuffs sent from Turkey were paid
for by the Greek War Relief. It meems, however, that the means of this Organization
are not adequate to continmwe these payments. Consequently, the Greek Govermment will
have to continue, as a guarantor, to make these payments.

To meet such large eéxpenditures, Greece has limited income - namely, what-
ever she collects anmually from our mercantile marine, or from taxes, or from
sharing in frelght receipts. This amount does not exceed by a great ﬁrgin yearly
the amount of 1,800,000 Pounds. This income is daily diminishing due to the loss
of boats through torpedoing.
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THE PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

Financial Problem - p.2

The Greek Govermment still has on deposit a balance which is a little
over two million pounds.

From the above statements, it follows that the Greek Government will
soon find itself facing fimancial difficulties unless the expenditures for the
refugees, the evacuation of children and of the sending of foodstuffs to Greece
will be met either by money provided by philanthropic organizations (Red Cross,
etc.) or by credits in dollars based on the system of Lease-Lend.

On the above matters, we should appreciate ¥Your Excellency's counsel.

Washington, D. C. June 15, 1942.
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The Prime Minister of Greece
MEMORANTIM

Tha Oreesk Government ia confident that the United States of Ameriea,
which has already manifested so much sympathy toward the struggling
Gresk Nation, will, topether with its ally, Gremt Britain, give to
it all possible asaistance when the time comes for the resstablish-
ment of an enduring and just peace.

The recognition of our rights would eonstitute the most concrete en-
eouragement in the hard struggle ageinst oppression and hunger which
the Oreek people are today weging with such fortitude and derins.
The Oreek, naturally sensitive, is ready to endure everything to
support the ideology of the Allies, knowing that his sacrifices will
ultimately benefit his country as well,

Enemy propaganda anticipating this peychology, is endeavoring,
with its usual sinister lying, to discourage the Nation, by glving
gurrency to and advoeating the idea that our great Allies in the
hour of wictory will look only to their own interests and that by
imputing responsibility for Bulgaria's Aotse only to its rulera, our
powerful friends will fevor Bulgaria.

The national elaims of Greece are clearly outlined by experience
and the teachings of reecent history. What Greece desires more than
anything elses is to be mssured that in & moment of international
confusion, it will not egain become the vietim of aggression from

the North. Four times during the last thirty yeers Greece sustained



wholly unprovoked similar attacks: in 1913, in 19168, in 1940 and in
1941, The Greek people would regard it as the most flagrent injustice
against them if in the negotiations for pemce these hareh precedents
were not taken into acocount.

The establisiment of a post wer collective security and the realize-
tion of the Balken Union to which Greece hus been a faithful adherent
ever since 1912 will undoubtedly meke more effective than was hereto-
fore possgible the opposition egainst the greedy aspirstions of succes-
eive inveders, However, no matter whet form this collective security
shall teke, it becomss clesrly nscessary that those nstions which are

exposad to attack, as is Greece, be strengthened in the best possible

manner against aggression so that in the event of an unprovoked at-
tack against them they will be able sufficiently to protract their
own defense, until effective aid can reach them, thus too, alleviating
the task of internstional assistance. It is known that the situastion
created in the Balkana in April, 1941 would have besen entirely dif-
farent if geographiocel conditions at the Gresk-Serbian-Bulgarian front
did not snable the enemy, easily and within a very short time to pre-
vent contact between the Greek and Jugoslav armies.

§. Consequently it is indispensable that in the realignment of boundaries
in the Balken Peninsule these needs be taken into considsration. The
extension of the (reek boundaries in the lorthesst to the Rhodope

liounteins and in the Northwest to the Adriatic, and a comparable
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readjustment of the Jugoslav bounderies, would materislly mssist
Greece and Jugoslavie sgainst any Dalkan asssult, It is cleer that
the strengthening of the Greco-Jugoslav Combination which always end
in the nature of tuings, was steadfastly attached to the Allied
demoeratic natione in all international crises will redound to the
benefit of these Powers and will greatly lighten their strategic end
politiesl problems in liorthesstern Burope.

Fortunately the territories to be affected by these suggested changes
are very recent additions to the Wations of waich they aras now a
part, having been appendsd to theam since the Balksn Wars, This
annexation wes at best made at the expense of the prineciples of
nationality and the security of pemce. The ethnological scompositiom
of thoss sections even today, notwithstanding the ad interim inten-
tional and forced chenges made by their present masters, is not sush
as to constitute a barrier to the proposed readjustment in the int-
erest of Balkan Pemce, especimlly as the extent of the territory
involved is insignificant.

It is necessary morsover to note that such a readjustment is dlo-
tated by importent considerations of political expedisncy. The
nations wideh have provoked the present calamity and those which
have aided and abetted 1t out of a disposition to plunder and
plllage, mat suffer the conssqusnces of their eonduct,

Only thus can they be mads careful in the svent of similar eiroum-

stances erieing in the future. On the contrary if those nations

-3 =
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under the guise that they have been misled by the unwise counsel
of their leadsrs, be placed in the sams category with their victims,
e bad precedent will be established for all and the wrongdoers of
today would be encoursged to disregard their internetional obliga-
tions egein, at the expense of their neighbore. A thorough and im-
partial investigation will revesl that the people of theas natiom
gannot be ebsolved from responeibility, and the imputation of ecul-
pability solsly to the leaders is untensble. Their rulers reapresant
the nationel will which has always been dictated by & violent
nationaliem end which sinece 1912 has repeatedly manifested itself to
disturb the peace of the Illyrisn Peninsuls, If the opposite were
true the people wuld surely find ways of protesting agminet and
opposing from the beginning and during the wer the policies of
Germeny.

IT
In addition to the realignment of bounderiss above menticned, the
qiestions widch more directly concern the Greeks, and which we
Tespectfully submit for your favorable consideration are:
e. The questiocn of N, Epirus,
bs Thet of the Dodscanese,
e. That of Cyprus, and
d. That of the economic stability of Greece so that 1t may not after

the war suffer a serious arisis either becsuse of over popul ebion or
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because of inadequate production.
With reference to N. Epirus and the Dodecansse thers is a detailsd
disoussion in the introduction (signed by me) conteined in the Greek
White Book, published in London lest month, sbout an Italian attack.
We attech hereto two reletive notes end a pertinent excerpt from
this introdustion, The analysis of thoss questions indiocates clearly
thet both Epirus and the Dodecansee are Oreak provinces, cccupled by
the enemy for almost 22 years, without right whatewer., Consequently
the matter relatea to Greek territories just as for a yesar now the
mainlend of Greece has been occupied and oppressed by thres enemies.
There is nothing therefore to justify the enemy in continuing that
cooupation. In addition to our old claims to thess provinces, our
rights to them have been recognized by a series of international acta
dating betwesn 1914 md 1920, which remain unexecuted because of the
violence and the stealth of the Italiams.

III
The question of Cyprus of course is different, It does not concearn
a demand arising out of the war and ome might say that mention of 1t
in this memorendum could be omittad. However, as our object is to
submit a full end complete pioture of Greek desires and sepirations
for the informetion of the American Government wa deemed it proper
te inelude it. lbreover when the time comes, this questl on ocould
wall be settled directly between us and CGreat Britain, which has know-

ledge of 1t. This islend is occcupled and mrogressing under the guidance



of a friendly nation, just as wes the case witi the Ionien Islands,
whose return to Greece has been the cause of owr profound gratitude
towerd Grest Britain. The latter in 19156 offersd to return Cyprus
to OGreece on condition that Greece sbandon ite neutrality and aide
with the Allies., Orescs then did not accept that condition. How-
ever, since that time twice has she abandoned her neutrality, with-
out impoeing eany conditione, and with all the means at its disposal
fought on the side of the A1lies for the sams cause and against the
sema enemies., When peace was mads in the last great war thare was
signed between us and Italy a separate agreement sbout the Dodecenese
where mention is medes sbout the concurrent return to Greece of
Cypmrus and Bhodea,.

Five-sixthe of the population of Cyprus, ethnically as well as
in religion and lengusge are Greeks. That one-sixth of the population
18 Turkish is no resson why the five-sixths of the Cypriens should
not be permitted to enjoy the right of self-determination, which hes
been vouchsafed to the peoples.

The history of the lsat two grest ware has shown that the
strategic importance of that island is much less significent than is
the naval and geographie loeation of the whole of Greece in the
Eastern lediterransen. During the leat two world wars, Greece
voluntarily offered to and did play its proper part which history emd

the geographical position of the country dietated. Consequently the
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union of mll the islands with Oreece, whose Greek character is clesr
from every point of view and cemnot be quest ioned, did glve Greece
great power and did engender the obligation that it continue the seme
poliey in the future by the side of the Allies. lbreover, this matter
gen be adjusted by epecisl agreemant.

Ir
The sconomic atability of Gresce is ponstantly precarious dus to the
mounteinous composition of ite soil and the consequent inade quacy of
production. Notwithetending the {ndustriousness of its inhabitants,
production is not sufficlent o meet the needs of the country. More-
over, the effort of the people %o raise sufficient wheat is comstantly
thwarted by the persistent increase in population, the birth rate in
time of peace substantielly exceeding the death rate.

Thus the population problem feecing Crescs is one of the moat
gerious fmeing sny Buropean country, and the continusd increase in
population will in the neer future greate a difficult situation if
sdequate meamires sre not now edopted for its propsr solutlon.

Of coarse, if Eastern Thrace, which dua to ite Hellenie character,
bad been awarded to Greece by the Treaty of Sevres, had remained a
pert of Oreece, then such & problem for us wuld not exiat today
owing to its wheat production. Hence Greece, in the peace that is %o
gome, must secure ite sconomic stability in order to escape in the near

future complete economie suffocation and the soeial and political



inoongruities arising therefrom. Consequently the question of
emigration of the surplus population must occupy the attention of the
government equally with other national problems.

The present government dos s not demand eolonies for the solutien
of this problem. Hevertheless it seems that soms eountries sparsely
populated mist be designated as places where the right of emigration
shall be open and that this right be accorded as well to the Greeks
whose emigration ecould serve no politlieal purpose, O(me of those prov-
inces is Cyranaica, which ae it appears from the map, faces Greece snd
where in the past flourished prosperous communities, Moreover, the
problem of emigration of nations which have a surplus population to
emntries which sre under populsted doss not concern Greece alone,
Ths stabilization of peacs will depend in a large measure from the
eareful and just solution of this problem too, generclly considered.
The Allies must win not only the war, but the peace also,.

v
Continuing what has been stated in the preceding parsgraph relative
to the econcmic stabllity of Greece, its government ie deeply anxious
as to how 1t shall face the complicated & tuation of economie ruin
which immediately after the war will prevail in Gresce., All its
prewar esconomic atructure will have deteriorated if it is not
completely destroyed dues to the war and from the intensive and long
usage of all She means of production and communieation. Thus put,

the whole problem along with the urgent question of food replenishment



of the ecountry which is suffering from starvation, presents a truly
glgantic problem, eepecially in view of its limitad Products and, in
generel, means of exchange. Only by the cooperation of our great
companions-in-arms will it be possible for this problem to be solved
in tims with the establishment of pesce,

Oresce 1s a country which can serve ms a center of entarprises
with Northern Europe as its field of sctivities through whieh it would
be possible to find speedily and soundly the necessary capital in
order to make avaeilable in Greece econcmie recrganization and the

indispensable imports for the adjustment of its various obligations,

Washington, D, C, Juns 12, 1948

E. T. T,



Excerpts From the Introduction of
N"The White Book" Published in London

On landing Dodecanese May 5, 1912 Commanders Italian forces
General Ameglio, Admirsl Presbitero declared following to Greek
Archbishop Bishop: We assure you most categorically that at war's
conclusion your islands which only provisionally occupied be
granted asutonomous regime. We give this assurance as soldiers

and christians you may regard statement as gospel words.

After few weeks began banishment imprisonment Greek islanders.
At Balkan war's outbreak Italy seized opportunity concluding ad-
vantageous peace with Turkey whiech allowed Italy not evacuate
Dodecenese till diseppearance all opposition Libia - enabling
prolongation of occupation.

Italian opposition also implacable at Adristicionian junetion
where for millenia historical geographical ethnological strateglc
economiec boundary of Hellenism been set. When in 1912 victorious
Greek forces reached Valona, Italy vetoed further progress. Greek
Government ylelded forcemsa jeur limiting Greek ococupation to in-
disputably Greek Districts Argyrokastro Koritza but even there
Greece's irrefutable claim socon questioned by Italy who exerted
pressure on great powers with Austria's compliclity contriving
Greek evacuation of those districts. Greece again ylelded force-
ma jeur but local inhabitants on own initiative uptock arms to
preserve liberty Greek blood being shed again as 1t was in 1940,
1941 for third time, Corfu protocol May 17, 1914 frult of



northern Epirotes struggle provided safeguard for autonomy two Greek
inhabited northern Epirus Distriets regarding schoole, churches,
military service administretion generally, Frotoecolis International
recognition embodied in declaration dated July 18, 1914 communicated
to Greek Government by six great powers Athens ministers. Oectober
1914 at allies invitation and Italy's assent Greece again sent army
into two districts to preserve order.

Itely taking advantage Greece's internal difficultles arbitrarily
occuplied northern southern Eplrus, occupation lasting two years being
marked by harsh cruelties towards unfortunate Greek population. At
conclusion World War Greece in forefront of victorious powers, thanks
to part played by Greek army in Macedonia where enemy's collapse started.
Wars end colncided with one of those short intervals on which Itely re-
lied to galn time at Alfficult moments with deliberate intention
repudiate pledged word at first opportunity. Veniselos Tittoni agree-
ment signed July 29, 1919, general sat;l&ﬁant outstanding questions.
Italy recognized Greek rights in Dodecanese Northern Epirus in return
for heavy Gresk sacrifices. Calm soon broken. Few hours before sig-
nature Sevres Treaty Italy showed reluctance honour signature of July
29, 1919. It was necessary Veniselos threaten leave peace conference
to oblige Italy sign Treaty August lﬁ, 1920 ceding Dodecanese to Greece.
Italy also compelled accept decision of British Amerlicen French delega-
tions peace conference recognizing justice of Greek viewa regarding
Northern Epirus. Italy used GrecoTurkish War 1920, 1922 as pretext
defer fulfilment conditions 1920 Treaty and 1919 agreement and when
Greece lost war Itely unilaterally denounced Sevres. Treaty concern=-

ing Dodecenese, Simultaneously in Northern Eplrus 1913 events repeated
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with Italy exerting pressure to ensure GrecoAlbanian frontier dls-
advantageous to Greece. Relative protocol signed Florence January

27, 1925, After Epirus Italy's aim gain foothold on Corfu. For

this she staged one of the most infamous examples international
violence. August 1913 Tellini murdered near GrecoAlbaninn frontier
under highly suspiclous circumstances. Italy immediately presented
Gresce ruthless ultimetum recalling Austrein 1914 ultimatum, Italian
navy bombarded demilitarized Corfu killing several mostly refugee
children and occupied island, Small countries solidarity League
Nations and Britains firm ettitude compelled Itely evacuate Corfu
after obtaining from Ambassadors conference satisfaction to all de=-
mands including half million pounds indemnity. Although international
agreements regarding cession of Dodecanese Northern Epirus unfulfilled
Greece still held two contractual pledges, As regards Dodecanese
Article 15 Lausanne Treaty under which Turkey renounced rights %o
iglands end famous Article 16 same Treaty stipulating settlement.
Dodecanese aquestion between {nterested parties condition clearly
referring to Greece as party entitled to them by reason of popula-
tions purely Greek nature end Italy as heving taken islands from
Turkey. As regards Northern Epirus Albanian Declaration October 2,
1921 regarding minorities pledging Greek character Argyrokastro
Koritze be preserved. Italy strenuously attempted invalidete pledges.
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Settlement envisaged Article 16 never materialized. When 1928
Veniselos made friendly overtures to Italy latter specifically promised
eny movement seeking denatlonalization Greek populations under its
sovereignty would cease but situation deteriorated. Greece honouring
rledge dlasolved Dodecanese Northern Epirote orgenizetions within her
territory although some originated ottoman rule period or served
rhilanthropic purposes. Itely initiaeted system harshest persecution
everything Greek directly in Dodecanese indirectly in Northern Epirus
through instruments of policy. Persecution two fold. Fositive method
conslsted uprooting Greek element by unwarrantable oppression enforce-
ment laws rulnous to agriculture and cattlebreeding imposition hersh,
taxation compelling Greeks emigrate seek better fortune distant coun-
tries like Belgian Congo East Africa., MNegative method consisted
reservation fertile distriects Rhodes Epirus for Italian settlers.
Simultenecusly violences rigorous pressure sought compel remaining
Greeks forswear everything Greek. Greek languages use a crime,

Femous schools like Venetoklelon Amarantion, Hippoerastion even pri-
mary schools closed, Greek children obliged betray national family
traditions and be tortured in ways of Faselst youth orgenizations,
Same happened Northern Epirus. In prewaer period over two hundred
Greek schools existed by 1925, halves thereafter showed continuous
decline as follows: BEistop school years 1925-E8 to 1933-34 schools
numbered 78, 68, 66, 60, 63, 64, 43, 10 zero; teachers numbered 113,
lo2, 5, 85, 83, 82, 50, 11 zero. Greece compelled appeal Leegue and
Court International Justice. Case upheld by decision April &, 1935,
some schools reopened but number greatly reduced - teachers, pupills
working in atmosphere terrorism. Northern Epirus Greeks drew scant

hope from years 1935-40. With rest of nation they shared martyrdom 1941.



AIDE-MEMOIRE

In continuetion or yesterday's conversation concerning the
Dodecanese, I note what follows:

I.- On April 22, 1912 the Dodecanese was occupled by the Italiesns
on a temporery basis only. .

£.- On July 29, 1919, the Venizelos-Tittoni agreement was signed,
concerning the Eastern Mediterranean and the Balken Feninsula, By this
agreement Italy cedes to Greece the sovereignty of the islands in the
Aegean occupled by her.

3.- On July 22, 1920, Itely denounced the agreement. But in con-
sequence of a protest by Greece, made a Tew days later, Italy through
her diplomatic representative in Athens, informed Monsieur Venizelos
thet the denunciation must be considered null and void.

4.- On August 10, 1920 the Greco-Italian treaty of Sevres stipu-
lated that the Dodecanese would be ceded to Greece with the exception
of Rhodes, which would also be ceded to us after the eventual cession
of Cyprus to Greece by Great Britain,

5. - This Sevres Treaty was not carried out by Itely on various
pretexts and finally Italy denounced it with no reason.

6.~ The Lausanne treaty of 1923 (art.1l5 and 16) settles this
question as follows :-
In virtue of art.l5 Turkey definitively resigns all her
rights on the Dodecanese in favour of Italy. Art.16 stipulates that
the guestion of the Dodecanese will be settled between the interested

rties, clause concerning the Greek rights.



Consequently this question is one whose solution

coneerns Greece and Italy alone.

London, September 19, 1941.



AIDE-MEMOIRE

On the guestion of Northern Epirus I give the followlng summary of
existing international instruments recognizing Greek clalms:

I.- On July 18, 1914 the representatives of the Great Powers
in Athens communiceted the following to the Greek Government: "The
undersigned have the honour to bring to the knowledge of H.E. the
Forelgn Minister of Greece that the Governments of Cermany, Austria-
Hungary, France, Great Britain, Italy and Russia have accepted the
agreement which hes been reached in Corfu between the International
Commission and the representatives of .he Epirotes regarding the fu-
ture of Northern Epirus.”

2.- In September 1914 the British Minister in Athens requested
the Greek FPrime Minister to send troops to Northern Epirus to restore
order. Monsietir Venlzelos accepted conditlonally upon the full con-
sent of the Italian Government. The Italian Government agreed to the
occupation of N.Epirus by Greece, This was effected and order was
restored.

4. Article 7 of the secret agreement signed in London on April
26, 1915, between Great Britain, Russia, France and Italy, provided
for the permenent cession of N.Epirus to Greece,.

4.- On March 30, 1919, at the Peace Conference, the Committee
entrusted with the study of territorial gquestions regarding Greece,
subtmitted a report, on the basis of which the Central Commission for
Territorial Questions, on April 9, 1919 adopted the views of the

above Committee, which were favorable to Greece.

.- On July 29, 1919 by the Venizelos-Tittoni agreement (art.2)



concerning the Mediterranean and Belkan Peninsula, Italy ebendoned
her reservations as regards the N,Epirus ruestion end undertook the
ocbligation to assist Greece in this matter,

6.- On December 9, 1919 in a British-French-Amcrican memorandum
bearing the signatures of Sir Eyre Crowe, Clemenceau and Polk, the
claim of Greece regerding N.Epirus were recognized and on January 3,
1820, Ttaly, by a specific memorandum, signified her adherence %o the

British-French-American memorandum,

7.=- On May 17, 1920 the Senate of the United States of America
unanimously voted that N.Epirus and the Dodecenese must be ceded to
Greece by the Feace Conference and must be united with Greece.

8,- In 1921, Italy profiting by diplomatic conditions unfavour-

able to Greece, succeeded in obtaining the non-execution of the above

decisions.
9.- Itely since then - that is for over twenty yesrs = has em-

ployed every conceivable means of rooting out avery trace of Greek

eivilization in N.Epirus.

London, September 19, 1941.



66th Congress
20 Sesgion

Senate Resolution No. 324

In the Serute of The Hnited States

May 17, 1920

Resnlution

Rtﬂﬂ[hth, That it is the sense of the Senate that Northern
Epirus {including Corytza), the Tuwelve Islands of the Aegean,
and the western coast of Asia Minor, where a strong Greek
population predominates, should be awarded by the peace
conference to Greece and become incorporated in the Kingdom
of Greece.

Attest:
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The K -l Helteses



October 3, 1942.

Dear King George:-

On my return from a trip to the
Pacific Coast, I find your delightful letter and
that rnnd-rmi old American silver cup. It is
lovely in its design and workmanship and I am
placing 1t with one or two other old plieces of
silver of the same period -- ome of them the
work of a great-great-great uncle of uine who
was a silversmith in New York City more than
two hundred years ago.

Except for the usual politics im
an election year, thimgs are going well over
here with our increasing production of munitioms,
and I agree that on the whole the general world
situation seems to becowe more hopeful as the
months go by.

Marthe, as you know, is safely
back but she has suffered a good deal from the
old allergic trouble. She and the children are
back at Pook's Hill. &he accepted a nmew sub-
chaser at the Navy Yard here just before I went
away -- and I hope that by Spring time I shall
have a similar vessel for your Navy. I an sure
you will have mo trouble getting officers and
a crew to man her.



I hope much that you will come
back soon and pay us another wvisit.

With my warm regards,
Always sincerely,

His Majesty
George 11,
King of Greece,
Claridge's,
Longon.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHTNGTON

December 8, 1942

My dear Tony:
Thank you very much for your letter of November 6,

1942, to which was attached a copy of "Salute to Greece"

which the Greek Prime Minister asked you to forward to

me .

Pleaze transmit the enclosed acknowledgement to

Mr. Tsouderos.

Very sincerely yours,
(2igned) FRANKLTN D. ROOSEVELT

Fncl osure:

Letter to Greek Prime
“mistﬂrq

The Honorsable
Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr.,
Americen Ambas=sador near the
Government of Greece,
Cere of the American Embassy,
London.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 8, 1942

My dear Mr. Prime Minister:

You were very kind to send me, through Ambassador
Biddle, & copy of "Salute to Greece",

T have examined with great interest this anthology
of cartoons relating to Greece's resistance to the Axis.
Tt recalls most graphically the inspiring loyalty and
heroism of the Greek people, which, in a particularly
dark hour, restored to the minds and hearts of ecivil-
ized men everywhere new courage, determination and

nope .

Believe me, my dear Mr. Prime Minister, with my
thenks and best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) FRANELIN D, ROOSEVELT

His Excellency
Emmenuel J. Tsouderos,
Prime Minister of Greece,

London.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 7. 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In response to your memorandum of December 1, 1942,
there are attached herewith a suggested letter to the
Greek Prime Minister, together with a note asking
Anbaseador Blddle to tranemit the letter to Mr, Teouderos,

Eneloesures:

1, Letter to Greek Prime Minister
for Preeident's signature,

2, Note to Ambessador Biddle for
President's eignature.



Department of State

", NE
ENCLOSURE
TO
Letter drafted  12/2/42

ADDRESSED TO

R o LT — [T 1]
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE STATE DEPARTMENT

Please prepare reply for my
signature to Dr. Tscuderos. This,
we shall send to the Prime iinicter

through Ambassador Biddle.

F. D. R.

Enclosures

Letter from Hon. Tony Biddle, Embassy of the U.S.A.,
40, Berkeley Square, London, W.l, 11/6/42, to

the President, enclosing a copy of "Salute to Greece"
a collection of cartoons published in British
newspapers which consecrate the memory of the

Greek victories over the Italians. This book is
sent to the President by The Prime Minister of
Greece, Dr. Emmanuel Taouderos.
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