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Infor1!l.tion from various neutral o.nd trustv;orthy 
sources , includ ing the International •'ed Qross head­
quarters at veneva , presents the clothing situ~tion 
of the children in vreece as lamentabl e . 

J ince last Y.ellr considerable efforts have been 
made for the fooa and medical relief of lTreek children 
resulting in an i mnrovement of t he situation in this 
respect; last winter ' s tragedy when starvation caused 
t he death of t housands of children , esryecially in the 
Athens-~ireus area. has not recurred thls year - at least 
not to the same extent . It was through the understanding 
and generositY. of the LJ!lerican and British Governments 
that tt.ese e11orts were iade possi ble . Those, however , 
r.ho er e well acouainted with the situation in Greece 
e~phasize t h&t Che lack of clothing is so grave as to 
constitute a threat to t he children's heal th equel to 
that of starvation . 

Thanks to the generous action of certain ~reek 
and other organisations children ' s clothing has been 
collected i n the United ->tates . The Greek Government 
have approached the Junerican and British Governments 
with a view of obtaining their consent for the despatch 
of these stocks to vreece ; but so far no favourable 
reply was received . 

If i t is decided that t~ese stocks of clothing 
and shoes together with other s to be coll ected in tfie 
future should be desuatched to vreece , the~ could be 
loaded on the Jwedish ve eels which are bell\ used 
for the transport of Vanadian wheat , BJ10 lhe1r distri­
bution in vreece could be made by the .:il'ledish .ted Cross 
in co-ooeration with the International ~ed ~ros s ,both 
of which organisations are doin$ such splendid and 
impl!ll"tial 1'70rk for the food relief of the Greek popu­
lation . 

A decision on this vital matter should be reached 
r.ithout delay , so that the unfortunate children of Greece 
11ho are already suf'ferins so much from under- feeding and 
other causes under the enemy yoke may be spared the 
addi tional euffering of expOSL1re t hrou .... ,h lnck of clothing 
and shoes . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 
• 

June 4, 1943· 

DMORAIDUJI roa 
M*IRAL BROD 

o.K. on (a), (b) and (c). 
I •ill make a tew uend·enta 

OD (d) Which ia Yery lood• 

I wonder it it would not be 
worth1rh11• to a1k tbe Preaident 
ot the Order ot Abepa1 an or1an1-
aat1on which bu Cbap~r• all 
n•r th• tJnited 8tatea. I bappa 
to baT• been a ••ab•r ot it tOI' 
aaQJ 1eara. I Ua1nk it ia 
pr1Daipatt7 VeDeaeliat but I 
'" DO naaon 1'b.T be aboul' not 
be ••keel, .. the Ord•• 1• 009-
poaed ot aerioaaa and i• Y•rT 
little, 1t at all •'zecl up ill 
Oreak poU t101. f «N milht Uk 
tale ftate Departllnat, or nen 
tbe Oreo mns1ter, wbat tibe7 
V>1nk. 

r. D. R. 

Memorandum for tm llllvul Aide to the Pre qident , 
5/29/43 , from A. U. qtruble , Office of the 

(over) 



I 
Chief of l'lava l Operatto·ns , with enclosures , 1.n- re ,I 
? .~ . Boat for Greece . The items referred to are ,,.. (a) Outline of proposed ceremony at \,a<1hington Na vy Yard , (b) List of guests whom Greek Ambassudor desires to invite , (c) Propo<1ed d ra ft telegram t o be sent by PreRident. to Ktng George of Greece, and (d) Propo11ed draft of Prestdent •s 3peech of presentation . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4 , 1943. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

S.T.E. 

Wi l l you go over t his ? 

want t o t ake it up on Monday . 

!<~ .n.R. 

I 

~1essage in connection witb presenting 
ship of war , built by .American hands , 
delivered under te!'ll\s of Lend- Lease , 

• 

to the f i ghting Greeks . The shi p wi l l 
be a uart of the Royal Hellenic Navy and 
christened Kill@: Geore e Second . 



(1183) 

/ ' THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOl!I 

June 7, 194:' . 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

JDI BARNES 

I, too, am a long time member of the 
Order ot Ahepa . Pl ease tell my friend , 
Mr . Vournas , that we had already lend­
leased an i den tioal ship to the Nether­
l a nds which was named Q.UEEU WI LHELMI NA; 
another i denti cal shi p t o Norway whi ch 
was named KING HAAKON VII; and t hi s 
ship , i n accordance 'l'T i t h usage, be called 
t he KING GEORGE II. 

Tell him a l so t hat the political 
future se t-up i n Gr eece has not hi ng t o do 
with it. 

The tact r emai ns that Ki ng Georr.e II 
i s the r epresent a tive ot Gr eek sove re i gnty 
because he vas suoh when Greece was i n­
vaded and the Government f l ed . 

The mat t er was cal led to my attention 
sometime· ago and I made the deci si on as t o 
t he name in accordance with l aw and pre­
cedent. 

Tell him also that I si noerel y hope 
t hat all persona ot Gr eek origi n i n thi s 
country will accept t hi s decision as bei ng 
in t he beet i nterest s ot t he liber ation ot 
Greeoe trom t he German and I t ali an occupa­
tion and t he successful winni ne of t he 
war by t he Allies . ( ~) 

J'.D.R. 



Letter troa Qeor1• o. Touma•, Siapr•• President,• ' 
~.F. .. Lodi• ot the Order ot ~' la1hlqton, 6/J/4J , •rked •per...,..•l and Ccmtidenti&l•, .-­
addre11ed to Hoc • .1••• I. Barn••· ~gge1t1 that t he IUll wr n11el to be presented to the GoYt. or Greece be n•atd . •!diliral liaaalie• 1.Dlltead or 
•11n1 lteorte II"• 

. . . 



FOR: 

FROIJ: 

SUBJECI' : 

T HE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

June 3, 1943. 

IJ E L! 0 R A N D U lJ 

THE PRESIDENI' 

J AMES LI. BARNES 

NAMING OF &'.!ALL \,AR VFSSEL PRESE!lTED TO 
GRJIDC NAVY BY GOVE!h'l!t!!Nl' , JUNE 10, 1943. 

Honorable George Vournae, President or the Order of 

Ahepa, has advised me that our Government is giving 

the Government of Greece a small war vessel and they 

are going to name t he same, "Ki ng George II". 

Mr. Vournas advises t hat the use or that name would 

be a tremendous mistake. I am attaching herewith 

a letter of explanation. 



--
11Is:; TUI.!.'{ : 

T!l.J.<'.'IA!.! T:/.j OI '/?':: TO u•:; P!t&'".S UT:: 
YF:;T:l'.!lAl' -- I 1 I! :l.'"?'lrit'II!:O IT '!0 !IJ' . 

"lice t;. 
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L THE PRESIDENT 

IASHN DC 
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POl/2 

PARTICULAR STOP I A" FULLY CONVINCED TNAT TNE COMRADESHIP IN 
AAllS or THE UNITED NATIONS VILL BRING PEACE AND HAPPINESS TO THE 
WORLD AND RESTOllE THE SADLY SHAKEN EDIFICE OF CIVILIZATION IN 
WHICH TASK THE UNITED STATES HAVE THE HONOUR TO TAKE A FORE"OST 
PAIT BY THE BIILLIAllT E1J'ORTS or THEIR GALLANT FIGHTING SERVICES 
AND THE GENEROUS DISTlllUTIOlt or THEIR INEXHAUSTIBLE RESOURCES 

IJEORC:E II IJltC OF THI HEWllES 

• 
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.;011htcrton 

June 11, 1943 

t.:y deAr r.:r . T'rea1dent: 

tn tro tt.ci t.ct.t.o .,r 

1c r~ . eo,10 but, r.av•rth•l•••· I d1tia1 1yae1r 

to~t.un~te ln ox;reoot t.o you y d••J r:.t1tude . 

1 ,. 1 11 on this occo.alnn to point out. to you thut the 

~ree~ reople • ho t'A.ve aurrer•4 Qo uch ror t!l.e co __ on 

t rloc.r. ;ec;le al)4 u;ior. 1au, Lr . !r111a~nt, r~r 

1n ~er r..t.t!or.~l rt-~ts • 

.;.leo.1e acoert , ay dear l.r • .;.rea11•r.t , t.t.e 

e11uro~oea or ~ constant devotatton and or J.Y hi"hest 

oon1lderutton. 

~tA f'reai~~nt of th~ ~Aited ~t~tll 

:'tA '!fhite Eou3e 

ttbsb.1.ntto:i , 0 . C. 
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NAVY D E PARTM ENT 
OFPICE OF TUE CDlllF Ot' NAVl\I, OPERA'rlONS 

WASDINCTON 

, c.. 

\.) 

ftESTRICfED J'tnn O, 11.1,.,j . 

!:t•uject : re rnn~ fol' lrooco . 

' .. '::.' .e ""roe·~ • nv!il •'-ttac .. e 1ci. ... lnro1":"1cd o 

tho.t tl'e tlnte Ol!tober 2? , 1<140 a ;1enctn: "" H!te 
e~ ht of :1a_c > e 'ln on l~'le th:-ee or po. o two o:: 

cihlloe!e' to Cctoucr :> •, 1040 . 

!le poct"ull~ , 

t"rW .. 1 J . R..- 1 vet · 

iJEGLASSIFIEO 
ooo orn. 2~~. l~ 
r"te- ~ _ 3" _ ~ t, 

Signature~ &..t;:u; t/c 
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So:i:;Lel!l b , 9, 

JI u: er 
1'7 deltl' Kr . ' ree1Clen\ 1 

1 tJ'flD-1 \ hen\'11 t h A O<:l;>J 0 f • \e\ 8Cl'M fro'1 
J.ab••••dor E l rk regard l ns 7our r e-;>lJ ~n4 t h• \ ?f 
.r. Ch1u•oh1ll to \b e l'Hen\ ..,oeal. Co 7ov both b7 " l • 
•J••t1 r 1ng ~ .. ,.,. Il of Creeo•. Yoa "'111 no t e t hnt 

t n• ~ ... .._ r l • • 1n1e\ er h•• requ• • t •1 ;>era1••1o~ t? riv• 
~ubl1c1t7 t o U1He N;llt••· 

I ••oon4 the ... bateador' • eugf;•••ton tbl't auch pu~ 
11eltJ 100014 be • wlH et r reun t . I t voul4 l"Obr bl 7 
atlr rn\J:e1' than c;uht '.>Olltlc11 oontro'l•l'91 •on t.!"e 
Cr••k• ~nd a1~t well rro11 H renntaent not onl.7 ,.rl'l r•t 
t he '1n1t but l'_gAlnat th• l!'ri U llh entl o-1r Hl 't' .. 11 I! \'ell . 

In v h w ot Cho dallaJ" l"e'lUaa\ baln;s Ill'!\• t o 
Ill" . Churel\111 7ov • ., deatre to ell acuu t'.1 • al'tter " 1th 
b 111 , 

It 

~be ohl te > OUIOo "·· ..ua • ·~72 



, 
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It 1011 acre• t htl\ 1ubUo rele .. • of 1our 11e• .. 1!• 

to th• Ung would be UA<'le111r•bl• a t t .h\• U ae, I 11h&ll 

"~ l nfo,.. ••b•• •11dor r 1r11:. 

r .i tbr11111 10""•· 

ctord•U. B'Gll 
nolo,.ure11: 

l . l'ro• ~1'1 1'0, (;reek "!"11'~ ea, 
e pt.,.ber ?, 6 p . a . 

P. To C111l"O, n:reetr e r1t1• oe , 
ep t ember n , & .• . (tor 
oon•en1~nt refnrenoe ) 



THE WHITE H O USE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1943 . 

WEUOR:..NDUM FOR 

THr. n~Cill:.TAR:.'. OF STATF: 

llas t his t el ecr am gone t o 

Al:lbassador Kir .rt? I f no t , I t hink 

i t i s all r i ght. 

r'. lJ . R. 

'lecret l etter f rom tbe Secre ttiry of State , 
9/9/43, to t he President, tran smitting 
copy of a telegram r roc Ambassador Kirk, 
9/7/43 , regarding the President' s reply 
and t hat of Mr. Churchill to tile recent 
a ppeal to t he President and Mr. Churchill 
by His Majesty !ting George II or Greece . 
The Greek Prtme Minister has reque s t ed 
permissi on to give publicit y to theee 
r e plies . Al s o a t tbched is copy of the 
Secret ary of' State •s telegr am or 9/ 6/43 to 

.. 

t he American Lega tion 111 a t Cairo , r eques t i ng 
t hat message f rom t he Pres ident be communlcated 
to the King of Greece in r e Greece , Mr. ltirk 
f eel!! th!lt the AJQbassador1 s SUS{;es t ion ~ 

(over ) 



. to publish these replies wwld be unwf se 
at present . If the President agrees that publ 1.c r elease of his message to the King wo~.d be undesirable a t this time , Mr. Hull will 
so inform Ambassador Kirk. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I- f " 

Septeaber )0, 194). 

llEllORilDUJI POB 

HOI. A, A. BERLE, JR. 

l •ucce•t tbat thi• aatter ot 

the Ial&Dd or 8eeo1 be referred k 

tb• Br1t11b lmba11y 1n vi•• ot th• 

tact that tb11 area 1• under Br1t1ab 

military and naval co,,,,•nd. 

P. D. I. 

qt a t e Departmen t It Meoorandum or Conver satlon 
betr.een t he Gr eek Ambassador , Mr. Cimon p. 
DlscantopouloR, and Mr. A. A· Ber le , Jr ., 
9/?7/43 , i n r~ Ll beI'llt \on o~ th~ I ql ll!ld of 
qemos , and Incident s ut Ler os . 



Tile creek Allbeesedor, 1nYoldnc th• precedent or 
the ~ceaagea exchllll6ed on the ocoee1on or the tourth 
ann1•oraary or t he German attack on Polond, has requeoted 
an exoban • ot aessaaea between you and Ung George II 
ot Greooo tor publ ication on October 28, 1943, third 
annivorosry or the Ito.lion attack on Greece , 

I recosnie~d th•~ the "1beasador •e requeeL be cet , 
and aubcit tor your appro•ol a suggested text ot a ~•o­
aage to t h• ld.ng. The delioaoy or the ltnlilUl situation 
ha• been t.orne in a1nd i n th• dratting or thia meoaago. 

-· - ~u -~ t. .. .L LJd, ,fr .. 

IJn•o.a• to Jtins Ooore;o II. 
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Ttr•• yemra a·o toduy a r•aolute Cr•ek peopl e burled 
back a uetiant "?lo" to ~ho arrogant domande or the Faeoiet 
dictator that Lbey aupipely surrender thei r lande, thoir 
liberty and ~hoir sacred honor. Qreeoe woe eventual l y 
overrun only attor the ooobined toroea ot the ... 11 hnd 
been burled against hcr. The horoic o.nd eucce11etul reeio-
tanco or Greece during aix long mont hs arouoed the ad!niro­
tion ot th~ · orlc , upset the ..ita ti-•t-ble anc Goetroyed 
forever the :ii;•th of :du invincH.ility , 

~eepitg the ~r.~crnlleled surterin• or the vreek 
people under the cruel oppression or .Jda oocuontion, 
the Greete ti-ht on , both inside end outeide the country . 
On this -:::1voraary 01 tle \'lllllton l osciat att~c~ , I am 
f,l•d Lo pny tribute to their unoeoeing reeiate.uce and t o 
£1ve e;;pression to our pride in boing nceociated in a co~­
mon stru .oJ,e \.1th flUOb ullant and tested "1l1ee . .l.lrendy 
the 1.%111 front ha\~•~ breached. The .1't1aci et reg.lllle hoe 
been deetroyed

1 
~Lt:', lb people w e gricly expiating 

i ts crimes. The har dest taoks atill lie ahead, but I a.m 
oonti dent that an untal.tering deter111nat1on to cleTote 
our rbole uni t ed effort to the atrugt5le •&oillst the 
GnO!lll -·ill speed the doy or our OOJll)lete viotory 0 and 
that liberated Greece, roetored and etran, tbened, \ ill 
t oke tho l1onored place oq "' 4110 de1•wg r•11 ' 'I 1 tho world 

to nb.J.oh llor deed• havo provea he. eo • o~~~· ' . 

tJ:1 \· ./1~ .2,).ir g ,l~ I).'? \ ft:''~ · ~~ afa.'t 
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1 Tile AaM.aaador 

l'roa 1 Mr. Archer 

Subj 1 Situation within Gre•o• 

Ci 

Thia wi.Dter •111 be the worat at.no• liil-4.2 due to1 

lal TJie people ha•• uae4 up peraoll&l treuur•• 
- • which ••re uaed to eke out bJ' barter th• 

relief •h.1pme11ta wh.ioh &Terqea 700 o&lorlea 
per p•r•on tor l••• than halt the population. 

\ bl 'l:h• relief •hipmata an 30.ooo tona 1.D areara. 
~ ,.. . 
l o) 1oo4 &ll4 otur reaenea in biding ••r• uae4 up 
~ , 4ur1.Dg the •um.er wun the people expeote4 •&rlJ' 

l1berat1pn. 

(4) Pb7•ioal auengtb emauated bJ' prol•a4 laok; 
the Swe41ab autboritiaa atate that two aa4 a halt 
llillloa people ar• autteri.Dg tro• acute •tt•• .. 
ot .,alaria; '1'. B0 greatl)' i.Jlcreaai.Dg. 

(•) Olothi.Dg and aboea, not replaced tor three 7eara, 
are completely worn out. 

SOWTIQ)f; 

Laird J.rchar 
Oh.1! t ot 11.iaa.ioa 
Ott c• of rorai&n Be~•t 

l. The Turlc.1•h gOTemment. ha• llttere4 30 • 000 tona of graill 
tar diatrlbution in Greece I1 ™ IS PROYm.so (ac­
cordi.Dg to the Bri tillll. commeroial attach•); t he Greek 
GoT•r111Mnt 1a aaking tor aea~nt ot a Gre d ahi:p bJ' 
the l&arltia& Commieaion to 'l'UrkeJ' tor thia apecial uae, 

2. Olla or m.ora addit tonal boa ta ad4ad to praHnt SwecU&b 
abipp iag :lbr relief a~pli•• trc:a Canada and tr, S, ~ 
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THI!: WH ITI!: HOUSIE 

WASHINGTON 

. 1. 



There are two eesential.s in regard to the 

Greek situation. Firstly , it should be made absolutely 

clear that the King is not going to be forced on the 

country against ita will; and secondly, the present 

collapse in Greek moral. • coneequent on the loss ot Kos , 

Leroe and Samoa ahould be countered with some assurance 

ttat winter relier is not aleo going to tail. 

In regard to t he fi rst, the so-called Com:nunist for ces 
at present maki ng eo much trouble in the country are 

spreading the charge that the A1lies intend to force the 
King back on Greece in their own interests . Thia is a 

tremendous propiganda weapon because of the independe.nt 

spirit of the Greeks. The British proposal. that the King 
declare now that he will not return until asked to do so 

by the Greek people themselves is, therefore, a good one. 
It would deprive subTersive elements or their chiet appeal 
to the Greek people. It would also be in the King's own 

interest, tending to strengthen hie cause, which has been 
inevitably weakened by his saaooiation with the Metaxas 

dictatorship and hie own subsequent absence from the country. 
But only a declaration by him personally oan fill the bill 
in view or the widespread distrust of the A1liee on this 

matter 



- 2 -

matter which hae been sown in Greece. 
In regard to the second matter , not only the recent 

military tailuree in the island• but tbe publicity given 
to Allied plane in nearly every quarter ot tbe globe except 
in the Bal.kane, is operating today to make the Greeks, who 
have given their all to the cause, feel that they a.re a 
forgotten people, and pushing them fast into a chaotic state 
ot deeperation. It ehould be made at once clear to them that 
our relief plans for them this wint er wil l not al.so tail. 
Grain is ready tor shipment to them now, but transportation 
is lacking. It is vital that this be somehow supplied, and 
that t he Greeks be made aware that it will be suppli ed. 

I attach am1111orandum on the King ' s problem, drawn up 
by the Br itish Ambassador to Greece, with which I thoroughly 
agree, and a brief note as to the present critical relief 
Bituation. 



Main talk1M point • w-t t h the King ot the Hellene1 
l. Reter ug11n to 7our prev1oua convoreo.t1on when you told the King thot the etrategial. si t uation had changed and tllat i t wea aoat Wll1kaly tllat ony but quite 1nconelderable Br1t1eh toroe1 woUld bo aent to Greece .tlen the Oerma.na evacuate . 
8. Point out that at the tl..ae when we thouaht a conelderoble Br1t1eh •l'AY would go to oroece to dr1ve tho Oon11.ana out, we atronsly .upport ed the Xing ' • deairo to enter Greece with tho Brtt11h ..n4 oreek torce1 . Under tho changed oond1t1ona auch Br1t1ab t orcee aa might go t.o Oreeoo would be ••inly concerned in eneurt.ns law and order and 1n aaa1et1ng in the distribut i on ot relief oupplleo. 
3. It would be e11ential tor i he Greek OoYerrui:.ent to tunctton at tbe eer11e1t poaa1blo date in cloae eeeocte r.1on with the Br1t1ob and in an atmoaphere ae tar removed a1 po11iblo rrom political controver17. Thi• Oo•ornaont would tutve to be ~1nly compoeed ot loading pereonol1t1ea who had l ivod 1n Greece d11rlng t l>e period or tho oooupatlon. 
• · l>uring the whole period or the Oerm.n occupation acute controver1y bal continued and grown 1ncroa1ina:l7 etrong on the oubjeot ot the Xlng'a return before the will of the people h&e been expreeeod . The 1.luDodiete r eturn o~ the King in the teeth ot thie oppo11t1on would 1ne•1t1bl1 ratae th1• contro­•ere1 to te•er pointt and it would be impossible t'or tho King h1maelr to remain outolde political dlaaon11on . Ke would find him.eolt oontronte4 with a a1tuat1on even aore acute than that which led to the Wetaxae D1ctatoreh1p, and woulO therefore etart under every d1eadvantage, wn1ch would aake it im:po111ble tor h.1a to return 1n tbe rOlo •hicn he e.nd we dee1re tor him - that or a conat1tut1on•l monarch. 

&. The 1a.i;ed1ato contuelon tluit will roeult from the d1ftlc11lt 1oc11l and eoonomlc conditions caused by the occupation will aake 1 t e1aentlal tor the Oovlnl.. ent to be ln the hande ot Cl leading peraonel1t1, who h¥1 made hie mark t hrough hi e bold reeiatanco t o the Germane within the country. He •111 have to tora an emergency COCt;:ilitt.ee p~ared to act ttraly and to pU.t down disorder. The t!ret adJ:lin1&trot1on to bo rormed will be ot a te:iaporary character to tide over tho period until no!"llal condition• can be aateblished and eloctiona held. It would be an undeaireblo situation tor tho Kln.g, when ho t1ret re turne d to Greece, to be a1aoc1•t·ed directly •1th an adain1•trat.1on bound to becmo unpopuler and unable to accord all t hose t ·reedoma aeeoo!bted wi t h a conetitutional aonorchy. 
&. In those ctroumatance1, tho K1ng should consider tho choi ce or the moat suitable peraonallty to need a Regency Coma.itteo 1n Athene the .. ent tbe Gerc.an1 eyacuate . Arch­bl•hoP Da&••klnoo l o proparod to undertake tbla r eepon1lbillt¥ , but muet know in advance th t he can announce to tbe Greek people, aa aoon ~• the Oer=ana qult Athene , that ho h•• the logel outhorit1 ot tha King tor oo doing. 

1. There i• theretore ever7 advantage tor t he King, in h11 own interoeta aa well 01 t hoee or b11 country, to ••ke 1t clear now t o h.ia people th.at he doea not intend to retu.rn to Oreeco until aich cond1t1on1 have been eatabllehed aa will ollo• hill to tuncti on •• a conatitutional aonarcb. Ke haa no d1a1ro t o return to Greece unleee he can ao tunctioo, bu~ he •l•o h•• no deeire to return unlea1 he i• oonvtnced by a clear el(preaeton ot' the people'• •111 that tho ayatoa ot conea.tuttonal aon.roh,Jr ta 4eelr•4 b7 thea. 

8./ 



8, An illlllleditlto <lecl arat1on to tllia ettoct woul<I rally 
moderate opinion aga1ns t any otte1:1pt made by a e:na.ll section, 
who aedk to impose their will by torco ae eoon ae the Oer:.ane 
l eave Athene. Thia section bD.ve made capital out· or the 
failure ot tho King eo far to make such a declaration. 

9. Tbere i s reason to b elieve t hat i t Z$t"Va e knew that such 
a <leclnrntion woul<I be me<le by the King, ne would U.Ced1ately 
ask t hat hie i rregul ar f or cea ahou.ld be incorpora ted in the 
Oreek regula r army. If t his were ~ed1atoly gX"&nted by the 
King it would oct ae a magnet to draw lo rge numbers ot th& 
oft1cere and men in the RLAS forces t o break away f rom purely 
aeotional pol it1ca1 control and make a e1m11Pr r equest t ot 
1ncorporat1on on the same tarttte e & thoae uccorded t o Zervas . 
Thia would bring the Greek Government in Cairo into cloee 
aasoc1at1on •1th the reeietonce movements i nside Greece , and 
would t hereby enormously enhance the authori ty nod prestige or 
the King and h18 Government , ""11Ch would the.n be r eformed to 
include peraona11t1ea from Greece and would conaequently 
provide a Ooverrunent of which Archbishop Da.oaeklnoa could 
avail himself when he set up hie Regency Cou:m1 tt ee in 
Athena. 

Bri tish Embassy to Oreeoe , 
CAI RO 

25t h Novembe r , 1943 . 
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Dear Franklin: 

American .'.::t:lbaaay n•r 
the GOYerilmente or 
Greece an.d YU&Olla•ia 

I I I I I I •••••xxxx 
1 11 11 '''* * X11XXXX(llXllJ 

Cairo , December 22 , 1~43 

The enclosed memorandum haa been aent to me by the 

King or Gr eece for pereonel forwardi ng to you. I am sorry 

to say that be le unhappy again, this t ime concerning the 

developments covered in tbe last part of m,y l etter ot 

Dec""1ber 13th. He le ••rt anxious to aaaure you that he 

has really strictly confon::.d to your advice not to make 

any more "deelaratlone, • and le afraid you cay have eeen 

some erroneous preee reports concerning the letter ~~lob be 

"'rote to hls Prime l.:1n1ster, published after you left. 

1urthermore, althout;h in t~e uppro ved text of that l etter 

be said "that when the doeired moment of libera t ion arrives 

I will est ablish the time of ray return to Groece 1n lie;reement 

with the Government, " he doea not conceive that th1a con-

etitut es any "public etutement" on hie part , and denies t hat 

it adds anythlnb new to the situation, s ince he would naturally, 

in any event , consult hie own appointed Liinisters when cal<iQ6 

an lcportant decieion. 

I have ot couree told tho h i ng that I will tranamit h11 

memorandum to you and convey hia aaeurances. But for your 

information , since I know you to be personally interested in 

his rortunes, I think I ehould add that hie own Oover runent 1a 

not t aking his point of v101< i n thh matter - ~hicb is porhapa 

tb• real reason ror bi a anxiety rather t han t he erroneoua 

preee reports , which were quickly corrected. rhe Oovernment 

ole~rly considers hie lotter•• a public statei:iant, quite on 

a par with 

The Praa1dent, 
The "hlte House. 



- 2 -

8 par with hie declaration Of July 4th, in Which be promiUd 

that a ooaaUtuent uaseinbly would dooide on the rutun rogime 

in Greece , and tllia was sbo11n only lu.at night, beyond e 

peradventure, when the Prime IUniater said in a rodio br oedcaot 

to the Greek ,aople, "t te h.inc haa elre•dy given an exOlllJ>le 

of unity by bia declaratioo or July 4th and subsequently by 

his l etter or 1.ovo1>ber 8th". It would appear to be the Prime 

L:in1stor•a view tbut since not only the present Goverrunent, but 

any Oove1·n10011t whioll the h.int. IMy be able t o rorm prior to bis 

return, is likely to be against bia return ing 1n advlilloe or an 

expression or the people's will, tbe h.in~ has now practically 

bound hima•lf to await such expreaaion . The King dooen•t -dnt 

to recoeni~e tbic , but unrortunatel7 be ailowed his letter to 

be publl ahed. 

In all this, it seema possible tho t tho h.1ng may have 

given ua anothe r example of bis inability to think 88 root aa 

his su'bJeota, but in any case, it there are any rurther devel­

op~ents in tbil c:atter, wblcb Cilbert and Suillvan ciGht be 

te::ipted to call a pretty kettle or Ciab, I shall not fail to 

let you know. 

, rroct lona tel; yours . 

~ ~i-lll>-j)-
2cloauro 



, t RSONAL FOR PRESI DENT ROOSEVELT. 

After the declaration of the King or the Hellenes 

published on July 4th, His Ma jesty made no further public 

statement. 

On December !2th, however , the Greek Prime L11nister 

deemed it opportune to make publi c an extract from a letter 

addressed to him by the King on November 8th and to comment 

on it at a Press Conference held the following day. 

Unfortunately, the wording of the above -mentioned 

extract has been erroneously published in the Press and the 

subsequent interview or Mr . Tsouderos was also incorrectly 

reproduced giving rise to fur ther misinterpretations . 

Therefore , it must be stressed that all discussions 

on the question or the future regime in Greece should be 

closed until the day of the country' s liberation. Till then 

Greeks should be left to their sole aim which is to fight 

and resist the enemy in every way, thus contributing to the 

final victory of the United Nations . 

Cairo, December I9th1 1943 . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 71 1941.. 

I !/ 

llFJIORAHDUM FOR 

.ADMIRAL BROWN 

Will you tak~ tbis up with 

the State and Navy Departments 

tor preparation or reply tor my 

signature? 

1. D. R. 

Mu"!l 1•0 rro':l t.:ie Royi.l C.ret<), fuo& 'l'lY , 
i ar11 in t)n , r . ~ . , l/t./1.1., mo'.1ne 
1:16"''' 1e for t il" Pr.~-.iclont from !ii'l 
!lu.1a'1t.;1 'T'h" Kine; of' t he hPl lene'l , 
r·~11rJ I rlt( 11 Tt 1 a with mir t 1 culur 'lati. • f'11c­
t 1 .. >n t''\"t T llbve borm inf'orned th1.<t 
th.> nni t..iu Stat q 0ov'irnmm '1..>t'l un•.tPr 
c >l"" ' d"r<tti on t he ..,ro"l "ion "o r Grc-:?CO 
o" " >'I" 0 11 · 0 - or tho der t.r:w('r e~cor 
t "'>6 , T 1i" vis V"r' .. P.1.COrJ" to Gr0 ek 
c trc 1,... briJ to tne Gret•I. r,i.. ") "hi ch iu " 
"ll'lt< !npcl v"r:• "eV-:?rll lor"'l" ttur ' r.i; 
t 18 ~ "r , "''1i 0 I'll!!! l'<'O"V !!ti t okrn >(' ~·our 
1 zr•.,.r,..'!t, to1~~rrl ,,,. T'"onlc "''l""l." •1e t.o 
f:(~,.'ijl: . I o •·011 my hf'11r i r,.,1 t th1< nkq . Geor ri 

' over) 



,t t~0 hotto~ of thi~ ~P~~H •e l9 +he 
follo1 1n"' : "ror t.he 1nfori-1i:. •ton of the 
Pr e• ideot , ~•l' vreo;iJ; a m\>t..'l"l'CIOl' \,lf 11er to 
H" \ t.1a t bv a r•ot '! addr-?~~Hd to t.ne "t.t.t e 
DPnnrtm13r, t , ciate•i ho'fl,mber l" . .;.')/," , the 
Cl,..<:!"<~ Gov 0 rnm<>nt unl)]_ iAci " •>r t :,.., f, 'W P 

qi4 ,,Cl 1ln<ier Lend r.~11."A Ar!""e~rtont'' . 



' 

-
tr.ft! ,,,. t •1l., J,<11t' ~r "'"n' •o t t.11 !"'"' r ' "'"' ~ ""' '"t b ' 'J ""II" ""I"' '"' '"' 

January 21 1 1944 . 

!:ear Un& Geora •• 

""" l l.(c.- /•llh"­
l • t/ Iii 

The United St ate• Oo•ernaont ha.a given care­f ul cone1dtrat1on to t-!M a ppl1c.at1on or tba Gr••"- Oovern­.. nt, f or tbe t r ..nafer ... 1t or r o-.u 1h1p1 or tba deatro7er escor t t7pe under tbl Lend Leaaa A&rceaent. 
I aa indeed aorry t o tell you that tb•r• are at vr~~ •nt. no 1uoh vesael1 which can be made available 

t.o th• Orce.< Navy. 

l!ell\c vor y H I\alble of lM d1aUn&u1abe< ~rt 
1n1cn the Gr<1H ll&Y)' la pla71Jl£ 1n tba war and Of tba aevere 101 ~•• which 1t ha1 1u • t•1.ned , I e1~ec1ally dla-11.«e to be t.he bearer ot auch informa tion . .lt. the 1e-'1e 
t~G , I can a11ure you ot the cont1nu1n& 1nte reat ot the Un i ted bUttl in coo91r1t1n&, • hene•er poaslble , •1th tb• Gre-' 11...,. 1n or er t.nat 1t1 atrenc.th •&alns~ 

O\l..l' c~on ency aa7 be u 1nt-a1ned. 

'ltt:h 11y .-arm reaaro1 , 

li1' M•JHty 

G•ora• 11. 

Very •inc•r•lJr yo....r• • 

.fBAM{.UlN D. BOOSICVJ!I! 

~1na or <he Hellene•· 
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TH• WHITE HOU SE 

WA8HINOTOfrf 

J•nunry 7 , 19.4A . 

~MOJU!,tuU FOR 

Al1.IJIUL BRO\!iN 

Will you tdke \his up •1th 

ttle Stai. a.nd Navy C~pa.rtcotnts 

ror pr•~ratlon or reply tor r./ 

I l tr~ t\ll't-? 

'F. D. R • 



-
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FliOJJ HI.> l.J,,.TESTI' THll l\"ING OF THE H!LLtNES 

TO PRESIDE!iT Fru.NKl.IN DE!AlO ROOSEVELT . 

Uy dear lf..r . President: 

1
1
1a shin.g ton 

January 4 , 19H 

It is with particula r sotisfaction tl:lat I 

ha ve been informed that the United ~ta tes Covern.:nent 

bas under considera tion t be provi sion f or Greece of 

tour ships of the destroyer escort type . This was 

very welco:ne t o Creek ci r oles end to the Cr eek Navy 

which has s ustained very s evere losses during the 

war . Thi s r enev:ed token of you r interest to ..... -ord my 

people impels oe to convey to you my heartfelt than.ks . 

GEORGE II , R . 

For the informati on ot the Presi dent, the Creek 

Ambassador wishes to add tbot by a Note addressed to 

t he S tate Department , dated November 18, 1943 , the 

Creek Oovernment applied for the above shi ps under 

Lend Lease Agree~ent . 



-

l ROll lllS 11An5Tr Tlllt KING 01 Tim l!!LLIJl"IS 

TO PRESIDJQIT 1RANICl.IN Oii.ANO ROOSIVl!LT. 

111 4aar IC'. Pra114 e11t : 

'Ira I h1llfl t OD 
Ja11uory 4 , 1064 

It 11 w1tb part1oula r a1tl1taotloo that I 

ha•• been 1nto~•4 that the United l tat11 Co••r~nt 

baa QDder cons14erat1oo the pro•1s1oD t or Oreeo• ot 

tour ships ot the deatroyer eaoort type. This wee 

Yery we lcoc::e to Greek oirolea end to the Greek li••1 

wb.icb bas auatained • •rr • • ••rt lo•••• 4urlng the 

••r. Thia reoe .. 4 token ot 7our interest toward m:r 

~opl• 1.mpelo mo to 000•17 to 1ou 81 baarttolt tbanka. 

Ol:OROE II , R. 

For th• loto,..tloo or tba Pr• •14ant, tba Greek 

Aabaaaa4or wiahea to add that by a aote add1'9aae4 to 

the S t a te Depart .. nt, dated Mo.eaber 18, 19• 3 , tbe 

Oree.k OO•a.rD.!MD\ applied tor the abo't'e ahipa under 

L•.Dd. Lease .tgreee nt. 



THE WHITE HOUSC 

WASHI NGTON 

I: .40. ,AliIJl!ll fPB1 

t.ubJect.1 Lett.er to Kin& Gtori.• ot Crffc• 
in r el'erence 1.o • lett.•r or 
t hwlka for • propoa-1 cift. of 
f our (4) DUI . 

1 . Neither t he St.Lte Depa.rt.-.•nt nor 
th4 .iC.V'J' 0 JklT t4en t are abl • t.o txpl•in tM 
K1n4 11 letter of thank& to you, •• t~y have 
not been ab.le t.o firut any explL"lllt.ion or 
hi• &IUi~J t.1on that. •e will t.•.irn over tour 
(4) ~ ... 

2 . lt. ha.s just been lea.m.ed ~~" U-..e 
Br1\.11h have turned ovar to the Cr"e4lb t1•• 
(~) Jllipo - one (1) DD _, four (4) co"'',..'· 

) . Tl-A encloe;ed letwr !'or 1®r 
ll¥1\&\.\1N hae bew prepared. in t.he N•Y7 
litipu"~nt. aft.er con6Ult.at.1on 11iith the t.t.at.t 
Depart.=.ent. 

Very reepect.!UJ.ly , 



• 
\ 
\ 

ADOl'l&M lfO'\.Y TO 

THC IMCIWT'AJtV tW ntc HAVV 
AND ....... 1"0 1~ .... _ 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
WASIHNCTON 

Serial No. 2151~ 

18 January 1944. 

l!EMORANDUM POR : Rear Admiral Wilson Brown, U. S. N. 
Naval Aide to the President. 

As requested in your memorandwn dated 8 January 1944 there ia enclosed herewith a proposed reply from the President to !Ung Goorge II of Greece. 

The proposed repl y ha.a been cleared with the State Department . It is also consistent with my reply to the Secretary or State, dated 2 January 1944, on the same subject . 

The State Department, in discussing the matter , expressed concern over the possibility bhat the British might be approached by the Greeks in their desire tor escort vessels , and expressed the hope that ships of the same or similar type would not be furnished by the British to the Greeks . 
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/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

¥,. fur King Geor ge : 

The United States Goverl'll1lent g i ven ca.ref'ul con-

sider ation to the application of e Greek Government , 

for the transfer to it of f our of t he destroyer 

escort type under t he Lend Agr eement. 

Majesty that t here are a present no such vessels which 

can be made available the Greek Navy. 

Being very sens} of the distinguished part which 

the Greek Navy is playing in the 1·1ar and of the severe 

losses which it has sustained, I especially deplore the . 
necessity of conveying th is information. " t the same 

I time I can assure Your Majes ty of t he continuing interest 

of the United States in cooperating, whenever possibl e , 

with the Gr eek Navy in order that its s trength against 

our common enemy may be maintained. 

Very sincerely yours , 

His Ma jesty 

George II, 

King of the Hellenes. 
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DEPARTMENT Of" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

SH 1. J944 

Bubject: The Greek Situation 

Mr. Churchill intormed you direot from Italy, I under• 
st11J1d , ot certain military plans tor Greece which you ap­
proved. 

Further inror.mation r r om Ambassador tA!rphy indicates 
that ?.'.!r, Churchill also arranged, during his Visit to Italy, 
t o have the Greek Government removed trom Cairo to Salerno 
(the King going to London), and that Greek Premier Papand.reou 
agreed to this during his political talks with the Prime Min­
ister. The reasons tor deciding to undertake such a dis· 
ruptive move on the eve or the liberation ot Greece are ob­
scure, though the objective may well have been to place the 
Greek Government directly under the control or General Uilson 
during its last tew weeks in exile. In any case, the im­

mediate result has bean the destruction or the recently 
hard- won Greek unity. Our Charg& near the Greek Government 
at Cairo reports that, at a stormy session following Papan­
o.reou • s return trom Italy, Vice Prem! er Venizelo11 and the 
two other liber al Ministers resigned, and that it seams 
doubtful whether the tive prospective cabinet members repre­
senting ZAM (actually en route to Cairo rrora i nside Greece) , 
will now join the exiled Government. 

Ambassador !.:11.cVee.sh has been sent back to Cairo , Vlhere 
his presence is now required t or the Bulgarian negotiations. 
The Embassy has been directed to make no preparations to 
move to Italy tor the time being, in view of the existing 
uncertainties, and has been intormBd that the Department 
will conaider this matter attar the establishment or the 
Oreek Government in its prospective new seat , in the light 
ot the military and political situation t hen prevailing. 

c 



DEPA RTME NT 0~ STATE 

WASHINGTON 

~lt~~ PW 

~ v w.romroutl FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: The Greek Situation 

With reference to my memorandum of September 2, 

1944, our Charge near the Greek Government reports that the 

EA?.! representatives f r om occupied Greece were sworn in as 

members of the Greek Government on September 2 , taking 

over the Uinistries of Finance, Com.municetions, National 

Economy, Labor and .Agriculture . The leader of the group, 

Professor Alexander Svolos, now .h!l.nister of Finance, has 

told our Chars~ that while they were distressed to find 

the liberal cabinet Uinisters had resigned they had de­

cided to join the Cabinet in order to forestall civil war , 

He said that the members of the group had entered reserva­

tions regarding their oaths to the Crown and that they 

would endeavor to secure a reversal of the decision to • 
move the Greek Government to Italy, whioh they feel will 

disrupt urgently necessary pl 8.Illl1ng. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFICE OF 

COORDINATION AND R EVIEW 
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~ oi;aco t?'Olll u : . 1 a.,,ancu-eou to tile • J.'Cle14erit. on ooc&J11on ot 

! &'fal Y1cto17 1n • h111., .. 1noe ( , t. i":. 12, . °"" 
i art:ient. OJl l OY• lb•r 28. l l eeoe conY•T tollod.r,c llf'll o to J>. 

••:•ndrt!Ou with appro~rlate •lQ)l&Lat.io~ or WIOY01Cnble 091~1· 

.ti(;r 1 tJ..a:iJc 101.1 tor 10u.r ltiz:d a:i .. a•::• o.c tJI• oco.alon ot 

the auoo•• • ot our • o.v7 111 :I. ta reo011t operetioes at; luet I panese 

lt 10 eoarce of ea t1 ~sot.ion 

o tbe 'Mriou., o,le, ua it 111 to 70u, tb.t you.r \orlle could be 

i...11 OB1GC 

12/2/44 

oct flOi l ao cioacv~y l ibe1·nte4 tros • a z1 occupot1on. 

s .,. 1 rs 
16 pm 

74'1. 00ll • • . / ll-:1844 

Or iginal returned to I.Ira , t'.alla. Room 296 State Depart.. en t oec. 6, l9i4 



~E.PARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I 
'10B- 13tl9 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM \ 

Cr.scr tn 

DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

T1· is t e le3r l'.l'1 rm st be 
\')(). rt\ 'lhr c.s r rl b t f " rC bein13 
c r 11nun1cc. t crl t <" r.n:,"mC 
1'thcr then n Gnv ernnent 
J.gency . (RESTRI CTED) 

De t et'. Nnvenbcr 28, 191,,(, 

Sccrctcr y n f s tc.te , 

'i/c. shi n.:; t " n . 

1522 , N"venbcr 28, l p . rn . 

The R"ynl Ilellcnic llinistry f " r For cia n /.ff nirs 

hr.s r equester: oc t " trcnsnit (NC>. 12 , 11,..vcnbcr 5 , 

3 ;> . n . f " r Dcp:-. r tnent frnn l!CcVcc..:;h) the f nl l nr:il\3 

tele3rc.n t n the Pr esi<lcnt f r nn His Excellency Gr" r 3rs 

Pr ;?l'. nrlr e,,u , Pr ine llinis tcr c.n" llinis t er "f Fc> r eic;n 

/.ffr.ir s nf Gre ec e : 

11 Pl cr.s c cccc">t cnr• cC>nvcy t" the G"vern,ent r.nr'. 

" eoril c nf the Ur ite•' Stc t es nnt' in pt'r ticulr r t o thr 

/.oericr.n lie. vy, the hear tfelt cnn:;rc. tulc tinns of t h r 

JTcllcnic r-ovrrnncnt r.n1· nysclf for the gree t n::vc.l 

viat " r Y of t h r Phili;ipines , nhi ch hrs inflictcf. a 

ci.coisivr bl icn t n the trenaherr-u s s cr. pnwer r f J r.;,r.n , 

The Grer!c ;ic"plc , f r ee c.:;n 1n cftrr these lcn.:; yrc.r s 

" f un;>r cce•lcntc•l s tru13Glc t:nt" ~ll:;ht , rcJ niccs n 

these sh'>rcs uhich hr.Ve n1 tncsscr! the vici- nf Snlnnis , 

I'. t this srlcnr.icl 



- 2- , 1/1522 , November 28 , 1 p . m. , fr""1 Cr.strta 

ct this spltnr1icl c.chi t vemtn t nf Y"ur sni~ors , once 

the glori">us step which it ma r ks in the r.ia j ES tic 

progr ess of the Uni t nl Ni:: t i">ns t ownr rl n r1nrlc'. of 

justice nnd proc r" . 

KIRK 

l!Rrt 
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DE PARTM ENT OF STATE 
WASH I NGTO N 

December 8, 1944 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Greek Crisis 

I believe you will be interested in looking at 

the enclosed message f rom Kirk which summarizes 

Churchill ' a instructions to the British Commanding 

General in Athens as to the manner in which he shall 

deal with the uprising there. 

Enclosure: 

Copy of telegram no. 1605 
from Caserta, December 5, 
1944. 

lllllCl.A.BSIJ'lTil 
a.t. Deft(,. L<ett.C!f, l· l l 0i .. 

~ J. lldooubl. o.i.lIB_ 9 1972 



/ . DEPARTMENT 
OF 

STATE I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM \ DIVISION OF 

COMMUN ICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 

- 1599 
.·:11s telegrnm '!lust · c 
closely paraphrased bc­
torc belng communloat cd 
to l'nyonc . ( ) 

Sccretnry of Stnte, 

\'Ins hi ni> ton . 

JGOS , December 5 , 0 p . n . 

Caserta 

Rtc ' d 10 : 4G P • , 

Churchill h'ls sent o. ocss'lse to Gencr•l Scr'•ie 

:n :.thens stntlnc; tlr.t he has &lvrn lnstruct_ons to 

S.'.C to m'lke ocrtnin th.::t oll '3r1t1sh !'orces ln ri•ccc c 

<:•'£ le!'t there 'nd :ill :>oss lble rcin!'oroe"'!ent:i :ihollld 

be :icnt . He in ormed :;coble that he 1 011ld hol<:: hl.r.. 

rcopono i ill c for malnt::-. .. ninc order in :,thens t1nd 101• 

neutralizins or des tr oyinc; 'Ill E.-.:'. EL.S groupo uho 

co:ic ncor the cnpit(ll , C:•urchill hr>s aut1.orize.:. 

ncobie to mnkc all rEGulat ions he ,.,ishcs for stronG 

control of the 3trects or for r oundin(l up any mu.-

"crs of truculent people , lie pointed out t::nt he 

EXpEC tcd EL.,,S ~IOUld put . OMen and chlldrcn l.0 .;he 

advnnoe line 11hrn shootint.: bcgon o.nd thnt h e , :Joolac , 

1.1ust be clever nbout t''-.1.o and •void 11st:ilceo . C'iurohill 

=-.ddcd trot Scobie s::oul.: not hesitate to fire o.t ~ny 

or •. 1cd m'lle in .,thens •:10 assa t led Brltish nut'< '-•Y 

or C-rCEl< authority n l tll uh i ch Britis h 'lrt 11or!:inr; . 

~ 
8tato 0.,.0. Lotw. Ml·1ll 

ey J. S<l>aubt• o. .. FEB ~ 1972 

Churchill 



- 2- lGOS, Decenber , 3 p .n . fro~ Cnsertn . 

Clmrchill st'lted th.'it lt ~ ould be rell 1f :;coble 

cOI.u'l:lnd could be rcl n.:'orced by authority or so:1e 

l reek Govcrnmrnt nnd C' ·.<. Ed Lint Pnpnndrcou 11".0 bcinc; 

told by British ;,11bao:.'dor not to hesitate . 

In ndd1t1on Churchl.11 stated thllt Scobie 

0:1ould not hesttnte to ,• ct as if he ".rcrt in t'. con­

quered city ~here '.l loc~l rebellion ~ere in pro~reos 

c.nd succcsted thnt ·1th the forces at his co..:.:..1n.l 

he shoulJ be able to ~1ve ELS bands nppronchin~ 

fror.: outside n ltaso1\ •.1i,ich v ould m'lkc othe1•0 \tnl1! ely 

to bEhnve similarly . 

c:1urchill ' s mcsoc-. .,c to Scobie concluded 1th 

st(lt emcnt that he .10\tl _ ivc his support t o ScL _e 

on nll action tn'.·cn on :' h b'.l.s1s and stated t·:~t 

~~itish must hold a n d lot\l.nnte Creek capitol . c 

co:itcntcd th:it it 11cult1 b t fl grc'.lt thin<; 1f 3 o le 

could :mccccd 1n ucin,; tl'i s 1thout bloods. oc 1.· 

vo:ioible but th.-'\t hc c"ot•.ld not bcsitnte to o t::r UE;h 

\11th bloods htd 1f nee co:iary . 

l:IRK 

J; s 
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hMT- 512 
This tclearam must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore bcin:; communicated 
to anyon e . I 

7 rm 

Secret-ry of Stnte , 

Washington . 

us uac.::11r 

150 , Dtc ember 15, i;oon • 

;,theus v la •. rmy 

DLt£d December 15 , 1944 

Rec ' d 2 :03 p . m. 

•. ccordin'.l to the British :.r.1basor.dor r1i th \'thorn I 

h~ve just talked , the King h•s replied fron London thnt 

he must have the !ldvlcc of hio rlinistcrs btfore :::crctine 

to the proposed Re:; ency . P p:>ndreou is ,,lre dy in "3ree-

mrnt '.:1th the proposal ::.nd the British ex:icct th• t the 

cons cnt of th c others cnn b c obt:::in ed t od:-y . They fe cl 

that the solution proposed is nost hopef Jl of success in 

stop 'ing the civil \1ar ~s tl-\e archbish.\p is confident th:.t 

he c•n deal with ;:L.S . His pro r·.:n if he is n•med Rer.ent 

is to proclaim ttt once th .t ii' rrms ~re laid do11n (one) thcr 

r1ill be a general amnesty (t1·10) the Dritish :.rmy uill sec tc 

it th~t no (repeat no) reprisr.lo n~·inst EL..S occur end 

(three) h e 11ill constitute a nen &overnmcnt of nll p~rties 

and re:11.stance movements repruented ln the recent cor.litior 

I a sked Mr . Leeper if t 11ere is r.nythin.., thc.t 1:t could 

do to help bring the prtsent rt1•c•df 11 conclitions in .. thens 

to nn end and he said 111 hope the .. ncr_cr.n Government \/ill 

D•:Ct.ASSl•'IF,O 
91a,. 0.,... t..t .. r. l U·72 

FEB 9 1972 
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- 2- HlSO , December 15 , Noon, from 1.thens via /.rrrry . 

support this effort oa it con3titutes the only rtnsoncble 

hopE Of sr vinG the J.nglo - l,mErio!ln (sic) posit ton hErE • 11 

I person~lly reel that the effort is cs aell concc.ved as 

nnyt'11n" could b e under thE present ciroumstnnots in which 

conpro .. lis e end med crnticn '1ppc·r cso cn&ic.l thou:;h the 

nmnesty ree;crdinc ailioh :r .S is rrported to be ,,·rtic•ilcrly 

nnx1ous c-nd the rccoccptoncc of the Com 1unist party into 

thE •ovcrnoent nrc bound to be very unponulrr nith &he 

extreme Riaht . Mrnnwhilc , the Brl tish nrc continuin:; to 

brin: in rtinforcet:1rnts and should h•vc -:11 of t>icir two 

nen divi3ions here toda:r o!" tomorro11 . Their plrn rccord1nr; 

t o the ambassador is to nho11 thcr.toclvts stronc enou::h to 

fac c cmy rv rntuality while nt the s•.,,,e ti, 1t ntt emptinr:; 

cone 1l1c: ti on and plccins the s ct tl cmrnt or illt tl't1nl poll ti ct 

questions squnrtly in Gree!~ hnr<ls . 

11..cv=.: .• oH 

LUS 

1:0T£ : Shown to li . E, at 5:49 p . m. 
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DEPARTME NT Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18, 1944 

MlliORAlIDUli FOR THE PRFSIDENT 

Subject : Greek Situation as viened 11l 
Alexander, MacMiTian ar\d Leeper 

I believe you will be interested in the enclosed 

telegr!!.lls f r om !irk and MacVeagh setting forth in so;ne 

detail the views of Field Mar shal Alexander, Harold 

MacMillan and Ambasnador Leeper in regard t o the Greek 

situation. 

Enclosures : 

1. Telegram no. 1776, 
December 15, 1944 
from Caserta. 

2. Telegram no. 15J , 
December 16, 1944, 
from Athens. 

D!CLA.•srneo 
..... Ot,.c. IAU4t, l•ll·7' 

., J, Scboublo o. .. ....££.a. 9 1972 
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This tel egram muot be 
closely paraphrased be­
tore being commun1oated 
to anyone. ( lml .... lt 

Dated December 15, 1944 

Rec ' d ? : 30 n. m., l?th. 

Secretary ot State , 

Washi ngton. 

1??6, December 15, 9 p . m. 
IOI S .... CJSP 
FOR THE SECRETARY . 

Reterence my l?CO , December 14, 3 p . m. 

I have l earned that on his return troo Athono 

on December 12 Fiel d Marshal Al exander r eported t o 

Churchil l t hat he l)und tho situation in Athena much 

more gr ave than h <J had felt it to be when ho wao in 

London. He stated he was obl iged to travel in an 

armored vehicle from the airfi eld into town; that tho 

British airfield (Kalama.kl) and road to Athens woro 

under tire and not at all securely held . He sa id 

the i nit i ative i n the fighting did not rest wholly 

with the Br1t1eh. The British in f act ·~ere beleaguered 

in the heart of t he o1ty and he l d l eas of Athena than 

he t hought, Port Heraoloe was no t i n firm poaeeea1on 

of the Briti sh nor wao the Piraeus aroa. ELAS hold 

el eotri cal power otati on and had cut off t he water 

suppl y ot t he oi ty . The British were not i n a 
Dl!CLASS1'1Rl> 

- Dope. Le<w. 
111~8 :I 1972 

positi on 

117 J. ScMubl• O.t•-
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-2-#1776, December 15 , 9 p . m., from Caoert a. 

position to unload ships freely due to the military 

situation. He recommended that t he port would have 

to be cleared an a pri mary military objecti ve . He 

ougges t sd that i t should be proclaicod that all 

those who were fighting as rebels, and at the same 

time those who were found in civilian clothi ng and 

were carrying weapons or rifles would be shot. He 

suggeot ed also certain milita ry measures which I will 

not report for security reasons . 

Alexander added that it was !!:Ost i cperativo 

that he and MacMilla n be au t horized to proceed 

with the proposal to nlU!le the Archbishop of Athene 

as Regent. AlexN.der stated that he wao firoly 

opposed to dieousei ng a t this time any terms of 

settlement with EI.AS lest they be regarded by ELAS 

as a sign of weakness . Re oai d it was moo t deeirable 

that no time should be l ost before negotiat i ons 

r egarding the regonoy should begin and this mi ght 

produce the effect of eonoiliation without the 

British themoelves bei ng piotured as the ini tia tors 

of such negotiation. 

I am further informed that MacMillan has cabled 

personally to Churchil l i n simil ar vein urgi ng him to 

take up 



I . 

-3-#1776, December 16, 9 p.m,, from Caser ta. 

take up with the King of Greece in the etrcngeet 

possi ble terms the desirability of obtaining the 

King's agreement to the appointment of Archbishop 

of Athene as Regent . (See cy number 1750 , December 14, 

3 p .m. ) He said he did not believe that the Arch­

bishop would accept the title of Prime Minister, 

as such a measure would not give him the authority 

to handl e the s i t u1,tion and r emove the mos t powertul 

cry against the Priti eh which is that of foreign 

int ervention . MacMillan said the King must not 

be permitted to i gnore this appeal and said he 

felt certain that the King does not r ealize that 

Greece i s a mass of violent internal hatr ed and 

that tho countr y is on the brink of a bloody civil 

war . He added that the King mus t consent to this 

proposal for the sake of Ille people and that Churchill 

should point out to King George that ouch an act on 

his part would be r egarded as that of a stateooan 

and of a patriot·. He suggested that King George 

ought to bo told that this wao his l aot chance to 

try to save the monarchy , otherwise any hope of 

doing so would be gone forever . Macl!illan went on 

to eay 



-4-;; 1??6 , December 16, 9 p . m., from Caserta. 

to say that the King muot be told that this proposal 

i a not the idea of the British Government but a 

spontaneous doeire of the Greek peoplo and that 

everyone in Athene l e in favor of this arrangement, 

He pointed out to Churchill t hat if this matter should 

not be settled there i e great danger of the British 

Government and t ho Briti sh people being accused of 

connivance wi t h Ki ng George's selfish policy. He 

added that the British and Ameri can press would be 

quick to take up such a lino of attack, MacMillan 

added tha t there must bo no compromi sing with tho 

King and that he muet agree to the r egency ao ho 

f el t certain that the Archbishop would not agr ee 

to ac t as Primo Mini ster. To be Prime Minister 

would not give hi m the dignity of that distance 

from the political ooeno which he would require in 

order to successfully handle the task which l a y 

before him. 

MacMillan added thc.t the parties of tho Right 

felt that thi s wao tho last chance to save Greece 

from t erroris t diotatorohip of the Lett and that 

the Archbishop must be appointed at once as Regent 

f or a period of t1mo cal cula t ed to give him the 

r equia1te 
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- 5-1/1??6 , December 15, 9 p . m. , from Casorta. 

r equisite confidence . MacHlllan ' a final appeal to 

Churchill was very otrong and moving and it i s clear 

that he is deeply concerned over the gravity or 

the present oi tuation. He said that unless Churchill 

could put this matter through with the King tho situ­

ati on reoulting would bo a long and costly mili tary 

oporation i n Greece to the embarrasl!Qent of the 

British in tho field of international affairs . He 

added that the parties of the Lett reel that if they 

should quit now, there will be reprisals from t he 

Right . 

According to our i nformant, Churchill has 

replied urgently to MacMillan stati ng that both ho 

and Eden talked with the King who has asked for 

more time to consider the matter . The King apparent ly 

stated that ho had in particular to tako account of 

advice which ho i s constantly receiving from 

Papandreou and others . He told Churchill and Eden 

that accor ding to hi e i nformation there was no 

enthusiasm in Gr~ece for the proposal that the 

Archbishop be made Regent and the King r ead to Churchill 

and Edan a telegr am whi ch ha had Just received from 

Papandreou 



- 6-#1??6 , December 15, 9 p . m. , froc Caserta. 

Papandreou advisin~ him str ongly agoinst accept i ng 

the pr oposal r egarding the regency. Churchill then 

asked MacMillan to send hi e 1m;ned1ately reasons 

for supporting tl.~o proposal , who i n Gr eece could 

be expected to back i t , and suggested that MacMillan 

should eee PapaM.roou, So:>houli s and other Greek 

party lcadero at once to sell them th1s line and 

urge them to addrces themselves in the same sense 

directly to the K1ng. 

KIRK 

WFS 
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Al:T- 1059 
This telegram must be 
clos ely pornphrosed be­
for e bcinu comr.1unicf tc<J 
LO anyone . N. Otl!f 

Secr e tory of Stntc, 

'.lnshington . 

PRIORITY 

153, December 16, 2 p .o . 

Athena v111 Arci~ 

Dc.ted December 16, 1914 

Rec ' <! 2 : 0G p .1>1 . , lit!. . 

British t.nbn93oclcr has just told me that while 

Sophoulis as head of t:-te LibErnl Party ttlt!:;rC;>htd 

the King yes t erdcy sup1>ortinc the pro!'osnl to nnme 

the Archbishop ns Rc:::ent (s ££ my 150 , December 15 , 

noon ) Pcpnndrcou un exp cc t ed l :r foil Ed to conclh' and 

p ersuad cd the Cabin ct that a b ctt Er icl rn l'f.)Uld b E to 

hove n r es ency council of tt.re c coMpos Ed of the 

Archbishop, Plnotirt.s r.nd Dragoum~s, pre~ent Under 

i:ioister for Foreign Affr.irs . ;, telq;roci cnrr~·inc 

this rccommc 1d~tion ~~s, therefore, also cone to the 

King . It i s obvious th~t if this council of three 

n ere t o be set up i t 11oulli strengthen Pripr.nclreou •o 

ch~nces or rc tninins the Premiership since it l'lould 

remove the possibility of competition from Plnstirco and 

the nc.min3 of the R'lynlist Dragoumis would nppc~r to 

h~vc been includ ed no r bait to secure the King ' s 

DIJCl.\8S1J1EO 
Stat~ ~ .... t..euer. 1·11·1t 

s, .i s · ~• ""· FEB 1972 

acccptr.ncc , 
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- 2- 3153, DccEmhtr 16, 2 p, m. , from Athena via Arny 

ncceptnncc . However, both Leeper end :~o!Hllcn arc 

much lnr-:cd •s well :is dis3usted nt th1S rccrucescnce 

of political m~neuverir ct this criticcl tlme end 

bclievc --as I fttl correctly-- thr.t pnssions ccn now 

c crlmcd only by the cppointcent of a sin ,le chief 

or state enjo~in; thE canfldenct of the peoplt nnd 

b:; an net which w111 complet ely and elenrly remove 

the Kin-; ques tion fre;r- tne present 1l1ct'.Jrt (repented 

to Cnocrtn) . They ·,,eve, therefore, t elc.::;rcJlhed 

C'1urch1ll th~t ht should ~t oll costs nnd todo: , if 

possible , pe r sundt tht Kin~ to appoint the Archbi=hop 

r.s sole Ile.:;rnt . l.1cnnwhllt the bottle of Athrns continues 

with the British forces consolidot1-.- the.r ne•1 rt nforce-

ments at Pirneus r.nd Kala11nl<i rnd prepnr!nc; r.n om:ard 

nov ement to Athens 1-. 1ert "t pr cs ent they remain on the 

d ef rnsive . 

;~.r.V ~ .GB 

JT 
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DEPARTMENT or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 21, 1944 

MEl.~RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject : Greek Crisis 

You will be interested in the two 
attached messages on Greece. 

Enclosures : 

l . Copy of telegram 
no. 11208 from London, 
December 18, 1944. 

2. Copy of telegram 
no . 1804 from Caserta, 
December 18, 1944 . 

DEC1.>.ssrmn 
Star. Oe11t. J euer, 1·11·72 

llJ> J . Schooblo o...-U,a ~ 1972 
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MH-1265 
This telegram must be 
closEly paraphrased br­
forE being co11J11unicattd 
to anyone. ( ) 

SEcrEtary of Statt , 

Washington . 

1-ondon 

Dated DEcEmbEr 18, 1 944 

REc' d 5 :40 p . m. 

11208, December 18, 8 p .m. 

Wt discuss Ed todoy with thE for.t'Ign :Offict official 

directly concerned with Gree k affai r s the quest i on 

of the Regency . HE sa i d t hE f ollowing : 

"MacMillan ond LEEpE r wirEd the ForEign OfficE that 

' it was brl i rvrd in AthEns that the oppointmtnt 

of thE Archbi shop of Athens as RtgEnt might bring 

a bout a soluti on of thE Existing cri sis . Thr 

ides we s put to t hE King in London , who, howrvt r, 

l s lukEwa rm rEgarding Dameskinos, as he belirvrs 

t he latter to bE pErsonally amb i t i ous and no t 

strong Enough to solve the c r isis . Thr Ki ng said, 

moreover , that he hod bEE n recEiving messogEs from 

GreEk politicians i n Athens not to appoint a REgEnt . 

ForEign Office ega in conununics ted with i~ cMillan, 

and Sophoulis thEn srnt a message to thr King ad­

vocating t he appointmrnt of e Regcnt ; and PapandrEou 

agreed 

DECl.ASSIFilID 
St.to Del'(. Lotte, HJ.7:1 

.117 J. Scboubi. Do1<o FEB 9 1972 



-2-#11208, DECEmbrr 18, 8 p . m., from London 

agrEcd with t he British in AthEns that this was 

all right. HowEvcr, hr surrrptitiously sEnt a 

mEssogE to thE Ki ng , advising hi m against thE 

sppointmEnt . Thr letrst devElopmEnt is a sug­

gEst!on in Athens thot a REgEncy of thrrr be 

created . 

In view of thE foc t that thr King hos rc­

cr ivEd mEssagcs against a Rrgrncy, ond pa r tic-

ularly in view of Pepandrrou•s lntrst mrssagr to h1m, thr 

Forr i gn'"Oft1cc is r rluctont to urge thr King to 

takr posit!vr action rrgording thE REgrncy. 

AnothEr fEoturr is that thr King bclirvEs 

that by appointing a Rt gEnt hr will damDgE his 

own position , and hE sc:ys that if Demeskinos 

cannot, es hE thinks, solve the crisis, thErr 

would bE littl r usr in cppointing him as Rcgrnt . 

WI NA NT 

\~TD 
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MF- 115? 
This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore bei ng communicated 
to anyone . < pp r 

Secretary of State 

Washi ng ton 

Caserta 

Dated December 18, 1944 

Rec ' d 10 :06 a . m. 

1804, December 18, lO a . m. 

I t ls now reported from Greece t hat f our-fifths 

of the mainland l s ln control ELAS. Athens water supply 

is s t ill interrupted and there is 1mninent r i sk of spread 

of typhoid and typhus . 

I n Crete the military governor otates he has the 

situation well in hand but there are rumors of possible 

coup d ' etat by EL.AS. 

WSB 

KIRK 

DEC1.1ssmt:o 
Stato o.,._ Le«., l ·U·'72 

BJ J, Schauble Dale F£8 9 1972 
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DEPARTMENT o r STAT E 

WAS HINGTON 

December 21, 1944 

WE!.!ORANDUll FOR THL PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT : The Situation in Greece. 

Our l atest repor ts from Greece i ndicate t hat 'Ille 
fighting continues bitt erly and inconclusively , and that ,/ 
little progress has been made toward a real solut ion. •' 

Ar!Jbassador MacVeagh, in a telegra.i; from Athens ,' 
received t~i~ i~rning, reports lhal telegr:u::s which 
various Greek leaders have received fr:>m the King "would 
appear to indicate that he is once more in one of his 
char acteristic moods of fatal indecision. " 

In the circw:istances, il seems lL~ely that a message 
fro~ you to the King of Greece might be most helpful in 
brea~ing the imp~sse . We have dra101 up a suggested mes­
sage which is incorporated in the attached draft telegrams 
to !.!r. Churchill and to Ambassador 11inant. 

If the Prime Minister agrees thal the message would 
be helpful, he is requested to infer~ the Ambarsador, who 
will then del iver il to the King. 

'------' ........ ~! 

f; Y'~ 
Enclosures : 

l. Draft lelegra!l for Am ssador Winant. 
2. Draft telegrao f or Prime ~inister Churchill. 
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or not t 1 CC"?" faa:nn I"' 3 ~"'°'' .oli tlo:u .. ol · s ... re~ :· ~~ocr 
'!\,1o~t·' ' s o.., < na ... t:1 , lt ·.:cult! r.oo tc cors t1 ~~ Lo o "el""~ rrl"J.l 
,,1•0Jle ..... ·~~c'· ltnt o dis O!l"'c ot if U""lil.J" rnd f"lr er f're to 
bo r 5torotl . J ''t' r l,1ct"":it al; t~ia <ll~tt.""'CO .::'rnr1 t:1e acono 
to ,,.,. ·rr ·ii.ct rn·' ll") O!' to "" ,..,.,..t l.toi:.n ... ·:.:.c , bu~ it h"n 
soero to .,...o 1 c~·o· !l!n"'l•· ~, "'r t., ~ on: .. · , ~O\'r"' ·cc1·n R ... d 
•ntr.1ot!c "'Ct!c.n C" '~<'''r '"' . :it.•· COUl re~t('lrO C •• CO 
~n cle ~ '; .... ,. ~c" ~· cco ... "'~ ro·c 1"" .. ~C-""3 . ~ e 1 t 
l<" •c e · -a:-~ctrl:: lJ'lc.r for ""!"'l"'Ce n-~ld • s -o, t ore"o~o, 
tC\ ex-:r'~~ c~r t.o.- t~r-t yet ill ('lvo roat ~'rncst, con­
sidori t!.('lr. to t'1" r,.co O"'tlftti("l"'O , • ., . ·' l "''1(!,.rst..nnr: h"l·.rc 
,,,,.,,, 'nde to :1cll {'or thll nnmjn~ Of t)lA rrc'1~Jo'1on •e ;;n,.ont or t'1" Cl'OV/!1 l>'I ~rllOOO . rt S!M< 0 te> "" t~r~ ~1.io nct • r>n 
e'!i'"'ht be n'"lrt1c111"1J')•• OfrfCqC1C"U8 if 1 t '.11'1r" ~t:C"fr.\"'1'''"'10d 0.,. 
t-" r~t',.,. .. r-:..,t1cr rf.' '"rur r"" 1est:,"'13 !nt~':lt!.onn f!'l ... b D.!1 • 
ftDS''r"l'"'Ce t• ct oloct!..,~3 w!ll bo ""'11 nt sc-.o :!:x! c.!rte ., no 
r,. tt i-.o\·: #".,~ !n tbo ~ tu:-'.l . 

,.,,., .... errtrclt syr;"" ... th- ~-oos to j•c:u ! .... t'1ese <!1!':'.1cult 
t:nl1 unf,.,,r-:· c!r:·s . r 1 ·"'l'C'!'S 

ll!CLA~S IPT!!D 
By Dcp1• 



• 

\ SS ?P??Sr 
l 

! nm tol<'~rrnhin- to /mba3oador in~nt tho toxt of tho 
11'.en a";e , quoted 'J<llo•.1, ·,1t:ich I !lm r.t:thor1z1n- hi· to deli'ler 
to the Kin" bf "rooce if you con::idllr thnt it ·:;ould ha he l p ­
ful in conn<'ction with your cffort3 to f i n· o solution to tho 
<; r ook Ct'lsis , If you do think 1t would hol~ , ~lease not i fy 
the t.nbassndQ r 1·1ho will dol i vor it to the Kin" . If not , I 
should be 3lod to b!! ve your cornl"ents ond n":' eu ·-cs t1ons "ll 
to how I mi r;ht bo helpful. 

rCT:::; I h""e been "rofoundly distress"d, ~nd I \<no"·' how 
anxic us you riur. t be ol:>ou t the 11.l tun ti on ::' .ich has r risen in 
l}r eoce . -·o nro not directly invol•10d 1n thio mn~tcr ond o.rc 
anJ<i<us net to intrude curselves ' nto the lntornnl flf"nirs of 
"rnaco or of any othor of our lih"r"tod "Illies . o 'rn'le wol ­
C<lr,ed Your t.'n,1est:" s ::itEterients end those of your "ovornront 
Assuring the '}r9<'k people thr t tho;• 0'1:-ll h'\vo .'.'ull o" o!'tun~ t,­
to pronounce tl om:rnlves r.s to thoir '\Jture fOl"l"\ of "'.Ovomr,:ent , 
and we hEwe had ful1 confi<lonca thnt t'1oso .,,l"ld~es ·::ould '>e 
cnrried out. l'Jn.'1Pp,..,1l;·, ho;;ovcr, 1 t oM".s evide'1t rron tho 
ro,,orts w:1ich: r oce!ve rrom -re,co t~!nt t'1ero in still ·::i<lo -
!::iread co:lfusion on thio i:l~Uo v,i t:11n the cott:- tr~r. cti:or 
or not thls confusion hes h"l<'n c\elibc:•c tely ";1road by ''our 
n1josty 1s o:i~onents , it 1·1ould seorr to cc,.stitute 11 ·1ory r<>n l 
.,rcble·l"' ;1'11ch 11'.ttst oe ~isnosod of if ' ~ t:; md order Are to 
be restored . I nm r'"luct<'1t rt t' 10 ~1ttt'lnce pron the •ce"'c 
to offer wlwt r,.q:• ll"T'Oar to bo -r"tuitous Ar'vlco , hut 1 t hns 
soell'.ed to ="O lncrons' n~ly cleor ti".llt only o coure-eous end 
nRtrictic "ction of You!' ;:!l,<ost., could r store c0n'.'id•1nce And 
clear thA \/fl'j fo r 3UCC91'Sful n~~oti•tian:t , ':'ho ~1•rn t lO•/a IC 
!.11'.oricn.no i:>oar .'.'or r;ra~ce em'.x>ldens l".e , t'1r.rcforo , to IJ:('.)roc:i 
our hcno that you 1'111' rive ":ost Ol'<rnost COnSiderrtiOn to the 
reco•",en<iations •:1hl ch I unde r stc.nd hnve been mode to you !'or 
the nrm1nr-; of ·the f,rc'1bishop ns Rer;en t of the C 01·m in 'lroecll . 
I t seems to me t'"mt this Action ri-ht be prrtic111"rl y effica­
cious if it wore !lccomneni ed by r renfP!rmation of Your 
J°Ajesty 1 S intent!.CnS 0 nd by •n RS:!>UrC.nCO th9t electlcns WiJ l 
be he l d e. t sor:a fixed d~to , no ir.atter how fnr in the future • 

L'.y heartfel t S;'!".nnthy roes to you in 1,ho:io d1Cficult nnd 
unho noy dnys . 1.'1" "OTE 

DECLASS IFIED 
lly DeJl"tY 1.~ch\'•ht of tile U.S. 

EB ~ 1972 
By l . J . ...... .. .... "' O ... ;u _:f _ __ _ 
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DEPARTMENT OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 22 , 1944 

MEt.!:lfiA:-lDll.l F:JF. THE ?RESIDENT 

Subject : Greek Situation 

i believe you ~ ill be interested in the enclosed 

telegrams f rom Kirk and :11acVeagh giving recent develop-

ments in Greece . 

Enclosures : ( 
1. Copy of telegram 

no. 1837 from Caserta , 
December 19, 1944. 

2. Copy of telegram 
no. 154 from Athens, 
December 17, 1144. 

f;:.'(' l..Af:'JJYJllO 
St.ttt' n .. rw I •1..t..cr, l· ll·71 

) 

By J, &i...ble Doi. FEB 9 1972 -



--. O'EPARTMENT I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM \ DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATION S 
AND RECORDS 

OF 
STA T E 

J.l.1T- 1845 
This tEl Egram must bE 
closEly pnrcphr~std bt­
forE bting communicattd 
to nnyonr . ~ ) 

StcrEtary of Stnt E, 

Washinston . 

Cas tr ta 

Dattd DecEmbEr 19 , 1944 

Rtc 1d 3 p . m. , 20th , 

1837, Drcrmbtr 19 , midniaht . 

It is ltnrnEd f rom OSS aourcEs thnt Pl· stirns end 

Porfyroscnis !HIV E ll r en Scobie e nd stated that ,::;,!J end 

Commun is ts would ccc ept Plast ires as Rq; t nt , Premi rr 

or simply ns c guarantor of dtmocr~.tic solution of tht 

crisis nnd tha t EL-.s would withdr (m fro1:1 !.ttica if th£ 

formntior. of a gov er nment 11rrt ncc t ptrbl£ to all pertits . 

Tht g rndcrmerir a nd mountnin bri3:~dE nould b r ordtrtd to 

bnrr~. cl<s , tht s t cur ity battalions put in conc tntretion 

ccmps , whilt Briti sh troops 1·1ould kt rp or dtr . ass r.lso 

rtports th• t Porfyrogtnis fu r tht r n<ld Ed thr.t if t!Hrt 

1·1r.s n fr.ir ElEction and tht pEopl t chost the King , tht 

Communists would ncctpt tht dtcision o.nd continut working 

wl thin a dtmocr~.tic frr.01£\'/orl< . Plea tircD txpr ts std 

nstonishmtnt nnd sati3fnction ct moderntt n ttitudt of 

thE Ltft , but cgrt t d thr t Soobit h~d no nlttrnntivr but to 

cnrry out ordtrs nnd procttd to n gtntrnl offEnsivt , 

DllCl.A~~IYlllD 
au ... n,... " •. 1y~ 9 \972 

;, Rcynlist 

8J J, 8chN•b t,e 0&1A11.A._ __ 

u.., 

l 
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- 2 - #1837 , Decemb er 19, Uid•1icht , from Cancr t n , 

" Roynlist source cont-cted by OSS condemns the 

present hands - off policy or the United States , naoc1•tin6 

that ""Ost i.mcrlcnn corrcs".JOndents and OSS reprcscat,,t1vcs 

were pro- Leftist , Other Ri:;htlst and conservntivt libernls 

employed, EL.,s would h•.vt been riore brutally crushed 

than by Britialt , stating thr.t the :,r.in•tcnns in Fr~ncc 

and BclgiJm h .d killed ~o .ooo civiliana . These same 

sources ~rt reported not to favor a Recency under the 

:.rchbishop w1~on they consider to be pro--/.' · 

Other reports from 1.mericrn sources nrt that the 

British h.~ve artillery on the J.cropolis but hcvt requested 

th t the press not report it , 1.lso th-t. British prop·~ nda 

contends that the actions of c:r •. s ~.re prcvcntinn Red Cross 

distributiO• Whtrt.'S in f•ct trucks h VC bttn 3Ctn be•rin5 

Red Cross insicnic trnnoportinc Greek Government troopa 

nncl other Red Cl'oss trucks prcsur:i'.'tbly used by :r, .. :; :~nvc 

be en ·•chine gunned by Sri tish or Gr~ ck Gov ernr:ici t :orcta . 

i. t Fl or in'.\ a ma~s mcctinc on Dec ember 15 dcnnndcd 

tti·t U:'RRJ. tnke ovrr rtlitf nnd that the Briti:ih lrnvc 

Gr e ece , 

KIRK 

Ll.lS 



STATE I INCOMING 
TELEGRAM \ DIVISION OF 

COMMUNICATIONS 
AND RECORDS 

CC- 1712 
This telegram must be 
closely pornphrnsEd bE~ 
fore being col!ll1unicotcd 
to anyone . (6&611!1 ) 

Seor rta r y of St a t£ , 

fie shi ng ton , 

l.thcns 

Dated December 17 , 191~ 

REC ' d 1 :15 a .m .• 20th 

154, Dccrmbcr 17 , 1 p .m. 

The King 's reply to his Government , receivtd 

(A 

ycstcrcJay, we s to t he Efrtct (sEE C:abaa sy 1 a No . 153 Drcembr:r 

16 , 2 p . m. ) tlwt he is not ( r eprat not) c onvinced 

thnt a regency is nrccssory . This r r ply ap~rars to hn vr 

brcn owing, nt lrnst in pnrt , to thr f act thnt t h e 

Cabinet's tclcgrnr.1 included, along with the sug3 cstion 

of a counci l or thre e , a stntemtnt ( llnknorm to the 

British /1mbassador yes terdoy) tho t the ; r1nist ers r1erE 

thcrasclvcs not(repcat n~tl in favnr of a regency ond 

viere maki ng their sug3csti on only b ecous E the British 

desired such a soluti '>n , 0n r eceipt or the King's ansr1er, 

l!r . LEEpEr and llr . :•aclfillon confcrrEd last night with 

the /,rchbishop and Ur . r'a pandreou, Bnt1 the las t named 

p romised that hE 1·1ould tc {<!) it i s the Greek Government ' s 

desire that the regency be conferr ed on the /.rchbishop, 

l!r , Le eper is hopeful tlw. t this >1 111 have the desired 

effect , but tclegrams r1hich I understnnd on good authority 
Dl!Cl.A.SSlJ'D!D 

Sut" fll .... , '""r, 1·11·12 thnt the 

By J . S.:b•ublo o.,._.£.E B A 1972 
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- 2 - #154, December 17, 1 p .m. frOM /1thens 

that the King hns sent to other persons here , including 

11r . Cnphnndari's and even General Plastirns, l'IOuld 

cn,,ear tn indicnte tliat he is once more in one or his 

cbnrocteristic moods or fatal indccisinn . 

lleanr1hile General Scobie has told the EIJ.S thnt 

there onn be a ccssotir n of hostilities only if the 

lat tu•l• "rcgular" f orces froo the provinces 11ill ri ith­

drau outside 11n1ts of Attica anti the "city reserves" 

(about 10, 000 sec my lt,O, ner.tmber 11, 3 p . m. ) lny dorm 

their a rms and so f'cr EU.s bes indica ted ril.ll1n3ness 

to ncceot first of these tcrna but hDs t111dc no nentl"n r f 

the second while connunio <• > 011n. British Embassy 

feels that EIJ.s morale nay be weakening though this is 

nr-t appcrent in the fi:;htlng . /.ccordlnz t o sane source 

/.rchbishop is n ,.,., inclined should he be mode r c.::cnt (scc 

rry 150 of December 15, n oon) not (repeat n ot) t o make 

any change in govcrnnent until $coble ' s terns a rc accepted 

one. theren ftcr to call General Plnstiras t o the Premier­

ship with Sophoulis r.nd Papandrcou a a Vice Preriiers fam­

ing rest of Cabin& t a fter receiving rccm:11nc•idatiC1ns of 

a council of all politi cal chiefs nnd rcsistcncc leaders . 

Wr . Leeper aeys that with oppeoronce of British re­

inforcements the leaders of the Right here seem to 

be hoping 



I . 

- 3- #154, December 17, l p . m. from Athens 

be hoping tha t British will carry their bottle for 

them throughout whole of Oretce but ht emphasized to 

me that British intend only to protect Athens end 

theresftcr by ell mtons possible to effect conc111at1on. 

He confirmed my information that trouble still seriously 

threatens in Sslonikn ond Petros but that he hopes and 

expects it will not develop if matters here con bt com­

posed soon along lines of present effort (repeated 

Caserta) however ELAS forces have attocktd already 

Indian units north of Gulf of Patras and thtsc units 

have evacuated ofter su!'fering some cosualt1cs. 

MACVEIGH ? 

(*) "Apparent omission has been serviced 

WSB 
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DEPARTMENT O f' $ TAT E 
WAS HIN GTON 

December 23, 1944 

MEMORANDUJA 1''0R THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: ~ Situation 

You will be interested in the enclosed telegrams 
from Kfrk and llacVeagh re~orting recent developments 
in the Gr eek situation. You ~~y wish to notice par­
ticularly Mac'Hllan ' s reference, as r eported by Kirk, 
to Mr. Churchill ' s "king mania". 

Enclosures : 

1. Copy of t ele 1111 
no. 1872 fro Caserta, 
December 22, 1944. 

2. Copy of telegram 
no. 168 from At henA , 
Dece~ber 20, 1944. 

DP.Cl.ASSIJUO 
au .. o.,.. '-· 1.11.11 

.,, J. -..blo a. .. FEB 1972 

} 
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j1EPARTMENT 

·"' OF I INCOMI NG 

TELEGRAM \ DIVISION OF 
COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS STATE 

ALH-666 
This telegram must be 
closely porophrased be ­
fort being communicoted 
to anyone . 

Secretory of State 

Washington 

Caserta 

Doted December 22 , 1944 

Rec ' d 11:59 p . m. 

1872, December 22 , midnight 

~.!I' FOR THE SECRETARY 

l.:Sc!Jillan called at this office before his 

return to Athens yesterday . Hr stotrd hr hed r e ­

turned to Ceserta for only a few hours in order to 

confer with Alexander and discuss vii th him the 

present status of the situation 1n Greece . Ht 

added that ht was discouraged as to prospects of a 

peaceful settlement . He soid there hos alreody 

been wide destruction and fairly large loss of lift 

in the Gr eek capitol . Hr said thBt thanks to the 

r estrictions on circulation in Athena, the true 

picture had not yet gotten to the outside world . 

In his opi~ion at the moment it looked es though o 

military solution was the only feasible thing at 

this time . W.a cMillen said tho t he wo s disgua ted 

with the attitude token by the King in this matte r 

nv.n.>~ 
and spoke 

St11t11: {''I"'"' t .• u.er. l·ll·'1t 

By J . &:i-ble o. .. FF B 9 1972 

I 
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-
· 2- #18721 Drc~mbrr 22 , midnight from Caserta 

and spoke with cohtcmpt of thr dtiplicity ond le ek 

of cheractrr shown by Orrrk lrodrrs with whom ht 

has brrn draling in t hr pas t 10 days . Hr commrntrd 

that hr regre tted that Churchill was not more firm 

in his rrprrsrntations to the King and in discussing 

thr Grrtk affair stated impatiently "Winston insists 

on retaining his King mania ". 

MacMillan wrnt on to say that he, of cours e , 

rrgrrttrd thr Srcrrtary's stotcmrnt on Grrrcr but 

insistrd that hr was gretr ful f or our sympathy with 

rrgerd to thr Bri t ish posi tion in thr OrErk dilrmma •. 

Thr Br itish Rcsidrnt Minister asserted that hr did 

not know how things woul d work out but the t hr was 

thinking of es tablishing somr sort of a commi ttrr 

embodying all Grrrk partirs to br pr csidrd ovrr by 

thr Archbishop of Athrns or possibly Grnrral 

Plastiras as a solution in th r mattrr . He mBdr it 

clrar, howrvrr , that hr was not a t all crrtain that 

such a plan wos practicoblr . 

MacMillan was tirrd and harrassrd end in dis -

cussi ng thr Grrrk situation and other Bolkon problrms 

statrd that "the war hes brrn going on too long and 

pr oplr err ti r rd . Thr r r is no usr fooling oursrlvrs, 

wr a rr not as good as wr wrrr 5 yr ars ago" . 

KIRK 

MJF 



/D~PARTMENT 
/ . OF 

. STATE I 
MB-552 

INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

Athens 

\ DIVISION OF 
COMM UNICATIONS 

ANO RECORDS 

This tolegr am must be 
closoly pnr nphrnsod be­
for e bolng communicat ed 
to nnyono . fS?0 ? P 

Dated December 20, 1944 

Rec •d 5150 p, m,, 22nd 

Socrotnry of Stnto , 

l'lnshington. 

168, December 20, 4 p , m. 

In connection with fnct that no (repent no) repl y 

hns yo t boen rocei vod from 1<1ll£ (see my 164 of December 19 , 

8 p . m. ) my British collenrue has just told me thnt the 

Prime Minister r1hile telei;rnphing his recoMnondn tien 

nllowod members of cabinet to telegraph indivi<!unlly 

es woll nnd thn t n host of poli ticnl figures h£rE both 

greet nnd small outside prosent government hnvo nlso sont 

personnl messnges so that King as usual hes been deluged 

with ndvice . Looper says ho 11 \mows" thnt bosideo thnt 

Socinl D>mocrat fQpnndroou , Liberals Sophoulis Cnphendnris 

nndSophinnopeuloo tho Agrerinn Mylonns nnd the Independent 

Isntsos all r ecommendod Ar chbishop ' s appointment and 

that in nddi ti on Svolos o!' EA!I is plrsonnlly in !'nvor of 

it while Porphyrogennis Communist hns indica ted to 

Plastirns Benizeliat that " the left" would welcome i t . , I 
Henco it can only be that such advice as Kin& hns received 

ntninst it derives from tho popular party now apparently 

Dl!Cf.ASSlJ.'UID re uni tod in 
81a1e °'"' I •uor, MMI 

a,. J. 11cb.wt.ie o... FEB 9 1972 



- 2- 168, Dooomber 20, 4 p . m. , from Athens 

rounited in support of royolism. This group and tho 

IC1ne 11 stubborn proforence for the 1nte.rests of hio 

dynasty ovor nll othor considerations in this country 

soem threotonin& now to oxtond indofinitoly tho prooent 

deplorable struggle . 1'1r. Loopor feels tho.t nt ony 

moment the ELAS mny ocroo to General Scob1e's tertts after 

which a poli ticnl ccnfcronce ,;ill immedia toly hove to be 

cnllod nnd points out that the left will certainlv not 

ai;reo to come to a conference held under ony auspices 

but those they feel tho) can trust . lo!ncMillnn t·as gone 

to Italy to consult with Alexander and Loopor is laying 

urgently before tho Foreign Ofl'ice this danger or a broak­

dovm or a possible military settlement ow1ni; to failure 

to supply mo.chinory acceptable to both sides fo1• norking 

out a political solution. 

Jl!S 
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_-DEPARTMENT 
. OF I INCOMING 

TELEGRAM 
\~ 

4.1 "'/' t/14- .. c c,.. 
DIV ISION OF 

COMM UNI CATIO NS 
ANO RECORDS 

STAT E 

OEM- 1433 
This tElccr:-o nu~t be 
closely p:- r ·phr~ scd be­
fore bEinn cor.n.1un.1..rtcd 
to l' nyonc • '§fSRf"' ) 

Se ere t:-ry of St:-.te 1 

'.i:-.shinot on . 

!!OST nlllEDL'.':E 

FOR THE PR£S~llT 

F::e 
~.ted Dcccnber 26, 1941 

Rec 1d 10 :15 c .n ., 27th . 

185, DccEobcr 26, 7 p . r.i , 

I h~ve just cor1e frOTl r. a eetinc cclled by 

f.lr , Churchill ".nd ·ttcndcd by rc:)reoentr.tivc Greek 

ltC'.ders of .11 frctions includinc the re sur•'.ents for 

purpose of str-.r tin(l nq;otir. tions f or the ccr..1pos1 ti on 

of politicrl differences un~crlyiD{l pr e sent tr~uble o , 

Ur , Ede n , Field 11-rshr.l /, l cxr.ndcr t'.nd l.lr . !lr.crtilkn 

vie rc r- lso present :-nrl I r.ttcnded r.s :-.n observer :-.t 

Churchill rs invit:- ti on Glonr; ni th Frc nch !liniotcr • nd 

Chief of Ruooi,, n !lilitr.ry llios i on there beinG no othe r 

United N"ticns re >re:icnt r tives in !.thEns , 

Churchill tl".c' c :- firn but ve ry fri Emll7 once ch 

str tinG th· t British troops or1cin• lly cc.tJ£ he re to 

fii;ht the Gen.:cns un'"cr crrr.nnenEnt with :;ou • nd i:•rsh<'l 

Str. lin but th:- t c1.t vc lopnE nts hr.cl conpe llcd thcu to int c r ­

ve ru: in:-. Greek stru.:;clc to o•ve the :>to~lc frcn 

! >'("l.Al!SIFIJW 
~Ulh• O..pt. (AttM. 1-ll.'fW 

By J, Scbw ble 0... FEB ~ 1972 

t;e otruc ti on . 



-2-.~185 1 December ~6, 7 p ,o . , 1'ron Athens . 

de struction , He 3cid thr. t Generc l Scobie rs nilitcry 

tert:1s r or cecsi113 1'ire mus t be ccccptcd but ci1J>hrs1!1ed 

thc t Britt:'.in wcnts nothint; here for hcrselr but only 

the welf•.re of the country, the continw.nce or :nc;lo­

GrEEk friendship nl' r.1ost - rrvored-n-tion tre r t1.1 nt 

for her trnde . H: reitercted his recent st<.ter.icnt 

mr.de in London to effect thr.t whether Greece ht:'.o Cl 

republic or - oor rchy is o t1t1tte r for Greeks -lone to 

decid e . Fincll7 ilc scid thr.t Britr. in 11cnts to SEE 

Gre e c e united rrcc end prosperous t ::-.king her p l ncc in 

th£ councils or United !lctions in n r.i.-nner 11orth:; of 

Greeks who broke the Itclinn power nnd 1'oucht 110 br::-.vcly 

c er. inst Ge rmr. ny 11 I be sc e ch you to be lie vc LIE; I spe i- k 

in the ncoe of Hi3 l!r.je s ty •s Gover=.ent" . 

Both the Prine Jliniste r , Mr . Prpl'.ndrc ou, r.m the 

insur()ents r1ho i ncluded Sil'.nt os , Comunist l ert1cr , 

exprcs~cd cpprec1-t1on or Churchi ll ' s 1n1tirt1vc rnd 

f ollowina the sc .ire l1t1inr.rie s Churchill turned ue c tins 

over to the Greelt3 with J.rchbishop in th£ chcir r. nd 

British toce thEr '11th f oreian observers withfrcu, The 

Greeks C\re still confe rrina r.nd it io not ( r e pent not) 

t o be expected thrt r.crecr1Ent on n 11Gove rnr.1ent of 

Gen£r" l Con1'idcrice 11 trhi ch the insurcents h!'. VE c llq;cd 

to be 

,• 



-3-1185 , Dcccnbcr 261 7 p ,n ,, fra:i Athtns ~ 

t o b t their prir.1c objective 1·1111 i1:1m£dic-.tt ly be 

realized b ut e n EC'.rnt at ond s pcctr.culnr cttctipt hns 

~ t lc nst b een i:r.dt tO\/Ord o.llyinc; suspicions rnd 

subs ti tut inc; tr. lkinc; for shoo tin.:; which ~re cr:;in<; 

needs of the h cust • 

!tr . Churchill tol d r.ie thr. t he nould bt tc le c;1r :-ih­

inc; :rou h1r.1sE lf t ontcht . 

Ul.CVEl.GH 

PE P 
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DEPARTMENT OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 26, 1944 

ME:JORANDUY. FQR TdE ?RESIDENT 

Subject : Creek SitJ~tiQ!) 

The enclosed telegram fr om MacVeagh gives 

further information in regard to the critical mili­

tary situation of the British in At~ens as of 

Dece:llber 22. 

'Enclosure : 

Copy of telegrB.l:I 
no. 175 from Athens , 
December 22, 1944. 

Dl'JCLA.88lrlm 
r.,.. pt. t..ltter, I• II• 11 

1!7 J . ..._..D FER 
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DEPARTMENT 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

AND RECORDS 
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.. SB- 1051 
Thio tr lq;r:-.n nus t be 
closr ly pc.rc.phrcsctl br ­
forr 'br ini; cor.!Dlunicc. tr d 
t o cnyonr . 

Sccre tcry of Stc.te , 

\Ve shin~ton 

175, Decen'ber 22, Noon 

•. tru: ns vio. :.ruy 

Dctrd Dccr mber 22 , 19-:4 

Rr c ' d 3 : 55 p .n ., 21th 

f.cc orclinc; t o r.1:; Dritioh collc r.c;uc this t.1orninG, 

no (re prc.t n o ) cdv:'.nces hrvc bEEr. n•ee tot:-rt• 

solution of the pre oent trouble here in /. the no since 

oy l e st trlq;r:11:1 on this su'bjrct (No . 168 of Drcrr.1':lrr 

20, 4 p .m. } , No r1ord h.:-.s cor.1e fron eithrr the !Cine; 

or EL'.S hec.dqucrt:ro . J:r a n\'lhile 'bitte r spore.die 

ficntinc continur s r.nu thr extent to \/hich the British 

hc.ve so fer uncle re stir.i:-.trcl boLh the oizc of their 

y oilitc.ry tcok end the spirit of thr opposition ru-.s 

'bc conr clcr. r froo inform:".tivn n on re lcc.sccl ;.•c ::;c rtl.inc; 

the capture of the ~.F bccdquc.rtrrs in K£phiosin 

Decen'ber 20 , Locr.ted for the r.iost p:- rt i n confort:-.ble 

subur'bon hotc ls tt1c lvc nile s frou to\/n in EL'.$ he ld 

territory, this l r. r ..;c :-.cl::!inistrc.tivc fcroc.ti~n , corJ::>ris-
• 

inc s onE 650 off i oere r.ncl r.1e n, ,-ms n o t (re peat not) 

'1ithc'.ro"m when the trou'blt startrd, <-nd c. re lief 

oroLASSrnED 
St.le De,._ ~et"'" i.tH I 

- J. _ hie °"'" r 1:. b J 1'j/, 

c o lui:m 



- 2 - {1175, Decenter 22, l!oon, fron ;.thens via .. ruy 

colui:m crri v£d only r.fttr a sieae of ~~ vcrt'.l ci.a~·e 

'1htn it was too lCltc to scvt more tht-.n 100 fror.1 ciecth 

or capture . The !'1nnl nsenult on the hcr.clquartcra 

wns pcrti cipn tetl in b~· women !'Ind childrc n throwin(S 

r;rcncdcs . The prioomro htWE bEEn tnkcn to tht 

mountcins . 

Th£ British clcin to hr'.ve =cc sotlE p1·ocrcso 

"clc arine" th£ Pir!'ltus , but c.ftcr n£crl:; tlu·ec TJeelta 

of fightina, tht EL.S still controls fcur- r1ftho of 

/.thens. For scvcrcl <1r.ye pr.s t , it ht-.s been rct1vcl; 

dyn:u:ii tina opr.rti~c.,t houses nnd otlu:r build1ncs to 

f orm barriccdc s nncl cmti- tank clc!'cnsc s in the :ir1nc1pcl 

strccts , while Britioh c;uns end plr.ncs continue to 

;>ound built- up nrcc 11 in town • nd in the subU1•bo . 

l.lcobcrs or tht EL.S hrvc opcnl7 bocsted thl't they 

<1ill turn •. thtns into cnother Stcl1n7:-.d, rnd it 

v' nould c.ppeor thct if so:ic such !'etc , rclc.tively 

spcnkinc, is not to bc.:'.'r.ll this mscrcblc cit:; , either 

r.inn7 oorc British i•c 1nforccncnte , c spc cic.11:, in.L:-.ntr;r 

to occupy "cle ared" Clrcrs , mus t come in, or n oc1.1position, 

f nccsa vin13 to both oidea , must bc crrivEd :-.t withcut 

much further dclny. 

Rcptt'.tcd to Cr.ecrtn . 

IL'.CVE:.GH 



~.AR fMC.NT 
OF 

STATE I INCOMING 
TELEGRA M 

OEM- 1676 
This tolcgro.c lllWI t be 
closely pr.r!'.phrC'30d bo­
fore bo1n~ cornmunicctod 
to anyone . (SBOltbl) 

Socrotrry of Stcto , 

Wnsh ington , 

U. S. URGENT 

TOP RES?f'l' 

FOR THE PRESIDE!lT 

190, De c ember 27, 7 p . m. 

Dctod Decomb r 27, 1944 

Roo •d 7 :10 r .m., 28th' 

I co!Mlunicc.tod ~our moss~go this morning to 

Mr . Churchill , 11ho expressed his cpproc1~t1on , !'.nd 

this cftornoon, h:'.d .:- long tclk with hiJlt , Ho is 

clearly deeply disturbod over thv situ•tion horo, cnd 

its dongors ror British prostigo r.nd his oun position , 

but is c.lso dotor':lined to per:iist in nili tcry oporn-

tions until i,thons "nd its surroundine;s rro cl~rrod, 

unless tho present Gr eek noe;ot i ntions for r. settle ­

ment of the Gov ... rru.•cntr.l issuo, which ho hicsolf 

set in motion ~ostord.:-. r, bring r.bout !'.n or.X'lior nocept­

onct of Oonorr.l Scobi e • 11 terms , ,,rt0r t"·t ho nppoors 

to bo thinking or tho possibilit~· or cor.vosing i.•.ttors 

DF.CLA$'fl'1£0 
..... Dept. i.. ..... 1-11·11 

in tho 



- 2-1190, Docombor 27, 7 p .m. , froo :.thons , 

in the rost or Gr~oco through the medium or a 

commission or the throe great powers , somowhoro 

along tho linoe or my suggesti on to you in my lotter 

or Decombor 8 , Ho showed hims elf to mo , both ;ios tor­

dny end todny, to bo resentful or /\moricnn pr~ae 

criticism of his Orook policy end dcoply disnppointod 

ovor whet ho fools to bo our aovernmontt s leek ot 

undorstnnding or his at titude end its failure to 

support him, I nskod h1J:I if ho wanted mo to sond 1ou 

cny messo.gc rnd ho replied "toll him that I hopo ho 

cnn help us in s omo vio.y , rlo wc.n t nothing from Groooo . 

' Ho don ' t went hor airfields or hor hl'.rbors - only o. 

f£'.ir she.re of hor trr.do , 1·;0 don ' t want her islands , 

Ho •vo got Cyprus .:-nyhow . \'lo c:::mo in horo by .:'.(,roo .. 

roent with our ;.1110s to chnso the OorLU\ns out and thon 

found thc.t wo hnd to fight to koop tho pooplo hero in 

;,thens from being m."asrc rod " 1;0T1 if "o ccn do thnt 

properly - rnd wo will - c.11 "'c wrnt is to got out of 

t:~is do.mnod plc.oo , " 

l'lhilo I was t:-.llcing with him word c •.no in from 

the i1rchbishop thr. t tho Insurgents insist on n rogonoy 

as a proroquieito for continuing convorsntions rnd 

that tho other mombors of tho conforonco initiated 

yoste;rd~y but 



- 3-#190, December 27J 7 P•lll., from I.thens . 

yosterdt1y but now including t1 lrrgor number of 

politionl figures h!lve r-.11 voted for n rogenoy to 

be sot up under tho Lrchbiahop eithor now or nftor 

tho cecso fire h!ls sounded, Mr . Churchill snid thn t 

ho would probcbly lonvo horo tomorrow and hnvc another 

go t1t tho King on this question. 

w.cVEl.GH 

Lt .doB r 
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DE PARTMENT or STATE 
WASHINGTON 

January 8, 1945 

llll:WRANDUl.I FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: ~ Situation 

I belieYe you will be interested iil tho encl osed 

telegram from Kirk r eporting Field Marshal .Uexand.er' e 

reluctant compliance with Churchill's inatructione 

to aend further reinforcemente to Greece. 

Encloeure: 

Copy of telegram 
no. 51 f i;om Caserta, 
January o, 1945. 

DP.Cl.ASSrrnio 
Ek..c. lltJK, t • CW!r, l·ll•1t 

Ir J. a..w. o.. FEB 9 1972 
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This telegram must be 
closely percphrosed be­
fore being co1m1unicated 

De tcd Jonuc.ry s, 1945 

to anyone . ( as ') Rec 1d 11 105 p , m, . 

~ecretary of Ste te, 

l'/Qshington • . 

lflS rs 
51, Januc ry 6, 7 p ,m, 

FOR THE SSCR~TA.lY NO DISrRIBUTION , 

Field l.arsholl Alexand er just bd'ore his depc.rturc 

f or Greece three days ago manifested conaidercble annoy­

nnce to his intirno.tc collcborLtors ct APHQ with regc.rd 

to insistnncc of Churchill tht:.t further reinforcements 

should be sent to Greece , . hlthough the militcry position 

in the Athens -- Pirccus nrm ht:.a improved consider~bly , 

situation remains unchanged t hroughout tr.c country and 

nt Pntrn a , EI.AS forces ~vc conccntri.ted outside the 

town area end ere conducting th ems elves in a menacing 

manner , hlEXcnder who is stil l in Athens yesterday very 

reluc tnntly ordered substant iol rurthcr rcinforc•mrnts 

to b e s cnt to the Pntras a rea , For reasons of a ccurity , 

I shall not go into detail ns to numbers end source of 

these new f ore u but I nasumc that our m111 tc ry author i ­

ties nt AFH·~ will kee p l'lc.r Depcrtmcnt fully informed . 

KIRK 
OP'f'I •.:· 1. i u 

SC.t• (Npc., t..eu•r, l·l l ·7• 

117 J. &a..Mo p,o. f £. B ., 1!:J72 



DEPARTMENT Of" STATE 
WASH INGTON 

January 11, 1945 

~RANDU11 FOR T"l:IE PRESIDENT 

Subject: lh:W Situation 

There is enclosed a copy of a telegram from Winant 

reporting that Eden informed him on January 10 that be 

hoped the situation in Greece would be cleared within 

forty-eight hours. 

Acting Secretary of State 

lillclosure: 

Copy of telegram 
no. 357 from~London, 
January 10, 1945. 

DP.Ct.ASs!Jl'!BD 
81..t.e Dept.. 1...ett.r, i.u .. 11 

117 J . Schaubi. o. .. J1l. 9 1972 
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This to lee.mm nus t bo 
clo3oly rrro.phr~sod bo­
.foro boinc oommunic c. tod 
to Myono . 

Dc.tud Jr.nucry 10, 19~5 • 

noc •cl 5 :29 p.m. 

Socrotnry of Ste.to, 

,/o.ahill{,;ton , 

US URGCNT 

357, Jcnuc.ry 10, 10 p ,m, 

PERso:·:.L :.ND --~ TO TH!: SEC E:'.".RY . 

Today Eden told mo th..~t hu hoped thnt tho 

situation in Grecco would bo clo•roc! within tho noxt 

torty- .,l.cht hours . 

I think :;ou would nlso bo l.ntorostoc! l.n my 358, 

January 10, which is o. P"rnphraso o.f c. TOI' SECllET 

mess:it.:o sont b,; Bricc.dicr i:~cLoen from Bel[..r .. 'c. t o 

the Forcicn O.f.ficc . Sent ~~~ rocoiv<Jd Jo.nu~ry 9 . 

',"/!: .. NT 

L!:S 
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OE.P.ARTMENT OF' $ TAT£ 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1945 

MEUORANDU!.i FOR THE ?RFSIDENT 

Subject.: Letter to the Pres ident froni 
t he King of t he Hell enes. 

I have received your memorandum of March 9, 1945, 
asking that a reol y be oreoared for your s ignature to 
a message from the King of the Hellenes transmitlE:d 
lo you by the Greek Ambass•dor on December 19, 1944. 

You may r ecall that on December 28, 1944, you 
sent a telegram to the King, the text of which is at­
t ached f or your convenience. V'hile the Departa:ent 
was not then av.are of the King ' s earlier message, I 
believe that your telegram constituted an adeouate 
re:Jly thereto and that no further reply is necessary. 

If you agree, I shall be glad to notify 
Ambassador orally that a message w~s sent to 
following your receipt of his letter·. / 

Enclosures: 

1. Text of telegram / 
to the King of Greece, 
December 28, 1941( .. 

2. liote from t he Gre~mbassador 
transmitting l etter to the President 
from the King of the Hellenes. 

J 

& 
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= or Tl!:Ll'l:i.-W. FP.011 Tiil! l'RZSlllli:li'l' 
TO = x::so or OIU:!C!'l, DICllalll! 28, 1941. . 

I have been profoundly dJ1t.r111ed. Ind. I knorr how 
&Dxioua you auat be about the •1t11at1on which bes ar1aen 1n 
Oreeoe. Ce are not directly 1n1'0l••d in thia .matter and 
are anxious not to intrude our1elve1 int o the internal at­
to1ra ot Gr eece or ot an1 othtr ot o..r 11beret~ all1ea . 
\'Je have "'-<eloomed your atateaent1 an4 tbo11 ot your Govern­
ment eaour1ng the Gr eek people that they ebell have tull 
opport11ni ty t o prono11noe t bem•elvee •• to tbe1r tut11re torm 
ot government, and we Mve he.d tull confidence that these 
pledges woUld be oarr1ed out . Unhappily , however , i t seems 
evident tro~ the report• Which I receive trom Greece that 
there ie still wi despread contueion on this iaoue within 
the country. Y/betber or not thh oontue1on baa been deliberote-
17 apree.d by your op»onenta, it would seem to constitute a very 
reU problem whiob m11et be diopoHd ot it unity end order are 
to be restor ed . I e.m reluctant at t.hla distance tram tJ» 
acene to otter what •1 appear to be gratuitous advice , but it 
hu eeeaod to me 1ncreaa1ngJ.1 clear that only a cou.ragooua 
end patriotic action OD 7our part could reatore coot1aence 
and clear the way tor eucoeaatul neaot1at1one . The great 
loTe •• ~ericana beer tor Greece e=boldeoa oe, therefore. to 
expreaa our hope that you will give favorable cons1deret1on 
to the recomraendat1ooe which I wid.eratand have been aade to 
you tor the DAodng ot tbe A.rchbiohop as Regent ot the Crown 
in Greece . It aoams to =e th•t tb1o action llight bo por­
t1cu1arl1 etticacioue 1! it were ecoompanied by a reattirma­
t1oo ot your intentions and by an aee\lraace tbat e1eotiona 
will be hel d a t so.,., tixed dote, no oatter bow tar in the 
ruture . 

J.:y boarttel t eympatby goee to you in theae ditf1cu1 t 
and unhappy days . 

, 

1 oou 

~, '· J. 

tlCt..\SStf;(-:" 
•b\•\•t. • 1 • ... ~ 

., . . .. , 0. ,.fE8 , d72 
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I ... 

~Y dear Cenoral: 

17oehington , O. c. 
Deoomber 19 , 1944 

No, 4.599 

I beg to enclose herewith a massage 

oddressed by H. ~ . tho Kins of the Hellenes 

to the Presidon t , a.nd l would be llIUCb obliged 

to you if you \YOUld be kind enough to tre ns­

mit i t to its high destination , 

Please accept , my dear General, the 

assurances of my highes t considera tion . 

JJe jor General Edwin "ie.tson 

The White House 

l1'ashington , D. c . 
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A Woo1ee1 from lill llaJeaty thl t-1ng or the Rell•neo: 

Thi tragic •1c1••1tude1 the Cr••~ people er• going 
throush today ond mention ot my name in oon.nection with 
the new1 relat1•• th reto oocapell me to bring to th• 
•ttention ot the Pre114ont ot the United States, tho 
following element• pertinent to the aituetion: 

In w~tever I 'WC'DS able t o acc0Glpl1ah as the leader 
or "'1 people during the pr .. ent war, l bad not ind do 
not now have any detire other then to briag t he Crook 
people back to • no1""8l pol itical lite , eo that they 
mlght enjoy in tull treedoca the blea1ing1 or the peece . 
With thia in vi ow, I declared f r om the first moment that 
I too, would abide by its 1o•ereign will . I agreed not 
t o return to Qy c ou.ntrr without previously con1ulting oy 
Gover nment , though I had the happi ness or leoding Greece 
to • ictory through ao many dittioult111 . I rurther 
agreed cot to ra1ae the 1aaue ot r::IJY return at a moment 
when the entire Oreek people were colobrAting their 
treedooi . And I agreed also to rorm all my cabinet• in 
e1ile rrom persona well known ror their 1nt1-~onaroh1ca1 
opinion& , in the hope that I woul d contribute t o tho 
general Appeaae..:aent . Instead or this, untor tunetely, an 
organ1~ed ainor1t1 to w~o::i tbe Alli•• bid rurn1ehed aras 
in order to tight the Ge raian1 1 used tbem 11?1Cled1at•ly upon 
the 11beret1on ot tbe country . aim.1ng at the violent 
usurpation ot author1t7, and dieruption or the CoYern!:ent 
compoaed of ell parties , atter the agreement ot Lebanon . 
All t he poli t i cal part i es of the land backed by a hl'ge 
popular .. Jor ity, with tho exception or tho Comauniats , 
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ere today ccntrontlng the rebel• . The British f orce• , 

which frOll tbe ' ry first declared their intention not 

to 1ntortere in our io ternal ritta , were compelled , in 

the tee• ot Oommu nis~ retuael to eurrondor tbelr arms , 

to inter•ene reluctantly in order to protect the legiti­

mete go••rnmtnt and to preser•o or4er 1n an Allied held 

territory . Con.ae~uently the pre1ent oonteet 18 waged 

not about any peraoo or party, but aa to whether or not 

the &>•rrill• grou~s . which lied been armed by the Alli•• 

tbeQtalvea to tight the enemy , have the right to impoae 

by force the government and the countr y ond to re1114in 

er~ed aa an independent power within the Stote ; whether 

in other word• , do~ocratic treedoca 1• to be reel or not . 

I do not w11h to express an opinion 11 to whether ot not 

Allied polio7 ahovld secure to the liberated countries 

the reeatabliahm.ent ot their real treedOC'I.. But concern­

ing Gr~eoe , there ls a special obligetlon which oennot 

be overlooked , aamoly , that the guerrilla bnads were 

armed by the Alliea .themselvea, while the rest ot the 

people for ob•ious re~sona , re.main unarmed . It 1• not, 

therefore , per.llleoible tor th.eae people to be left et the 

mercy of th• !11.inorl~y ar:ed b the ~ll1es . The President 

will readilJ uaderstand m:y deepeet di1& ppointi:ient when I 

hear or the oh&rge expreaaed here end ia the United 

St ates thet both I a nd t he Br it1ah Ooverl1l!lent ore seeking 

to impose a defini t e form ot governmen t in Greece . I 

agree to wtiatever assurance or guarAnty may be asked tor 

the aacerteillOlent of the genuine will of the Creek people . 

BUt tbat which no true de~ocrat can •c4ept la that an 

ar~ed 11\lnorltJ 1.apoae in advance ltl will upon the 
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government or the country or on ce . 1 am r dy to make 

•DJ' r•r1onal ••eri!io• , provided it ii ror the benerit or 
m:r people and is rreel7 11ked b7 them. Todsy ell the 

m~jor pol itical partial a re on c.y 11d1 In this policy , 

and ~r . 3ophoul1• , leader or the Liberal carty , who i• 

known ror his ant1-~ooarohical stand , noti!1ad ca • 

wh1l• ago that !le •••kl m:, intervention ror the exeroiae 

ot my oonat1tut1onal prerogatl~es tor the settle~ent ot 
t he political situation . I intend , on the termination 

or the present crisis , to form an all-Porty government , 

tor a plebtaoite and tree elections . 

I bring these ~tters to t~.e attention of th• 

President in t he certainty th!!lt his paraoo•l prestige 

will as11~t me and Dllf country in diooellina tho misundar­

•~nding which I !ind exiatlna in the Uni ted ~t•tes, to 

the detriment or the national policy •blob I e.m endeaYor­

ing , in the r:ll.dst of in!inite d i fficulties , to put into 
operation in Greece. 
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A Fighting Ship for • Fighting M•tion 
('amon P, Diamontopouloo, Greek a mbuudor to tho 'C. S., 1trid•1 aJ>oord tbe ne., antl­aubmuin• patrol boat turntd onr to the Grttk 11;onrume11l b1 Pruidt11I Rooaevoll hero 1•1terda,. und<r L.nd·LtaH arranremtnU. .. ·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

F. D. Presents 
Ship to Greece I Presfdeot Roost\•elt 7esttrda1 , 

:>re.sentt<I c.he Orttlt irovemment 
an Amtnr .11n bUl!l J)8trol bolt u 
a lend·ltue token or thll COUo· 
try's ho~ and prayer tor an ea rly ! 
dawn or Ubert.lion tor the 3ta.rv· Lnr peoples or Orttc:e, I 

tn lUrniD1 OVtr the llttk lil· ' 
tooi. 'eskl to Grttk AmbaS5&dor Cimon P. Dfamantopouloa at cer·e­
monJ .. In the Na vy Yard. lht j 
President uJd Orette t4day ts a.1 "la nd of dt.solaUon, str1pPf'd bare 
or a ll the e.wmtJats or Uv~n .... a.net I 
a •·raunt and ha.ggard example orj 

' what the A:cl.s Ls so eaaer a od 
wiUlna to band to all the world ... 

nrbtlnt oa Oth~r Sbo,.. I 
"But 9."ilhin Lh~r own land and 

upen other •hore.s," he u td, '·lhe 
Orttk• a.r• f lf htlnc oa. Tho ww

1 ntvtr bf: detnced • 
.. And the day will oomt when 1 

libtra t.ed Gre-eb wtn a.ratn maJ:t· 
t&ln tht lr Ot.'D r ovemment. wtthln 1 
the th•dow oC the Ac.ropol.U 1.nd 
tbe Parth•noo. • 

The en.tr, to be manntd by a 
Ore.tic crte.· a nd UUd to cotnbA t 
Axis aubmarlot 3. ......., chrLsteoed 1 

Klor O•orrt JI tor th• preu:nt. 
htt.d ot tht OrH1c .at•&.c. 

The Kins. no•1 fn .Ec>i>t. dN­crlbtd the ira1Uff'r In 1 mt".saJe 
to Mr. R~tvtll t..s a rtaCttrma. 
tton ot the bonds oC trlencWtlp 
bet•etn the two n&UoM. 

I 
C'-,...OD.f Br Atthbbhop f 

Aft.er Dhunantos><>utos accept&• 
tht POC:Iet.-1lled warshlp. the com-! 
mandlnr oltlcer or the Am•rican 
crew ord•red lht &aan and St111>e1 
run down and the Orttk CTt• 
tOOk over. 'The. ~l&l ~v. Art.h· 
bWlop Anlh•n•ror~ ot IN Orttk 
Orthodoa <hurth. «>n<IUdN! abe 
C'fremon1 .-Ith bto~tctlon .ri4 
lhe- 1nC'ftn t rtte or "ba1hlnc' ' th• 
tltW \' t"6e1. 

VtMtU ot s1m U1r ! ' SM" W'tt t prt­
Mnle'd 1.6 O\ltrl, ,1t f 11'4l lo lht 
10,emmf'nt& ot Xor•-•1 Md iht 
:sr1htrfa nd,., b1a Confrt~,. 11\l tr 
J111fpuJl lf'd ctai no •hi~· roukl be 
tr• nlff"rrf'd t\cr pt by l• nd Ir-..~. 
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