




















Information from various neutral and trustworthy
sources, including the International <ed Bross head-
quarters at “eneva, presents the clothing situastion
of the children in ureece as lamentable.

Since last gear considerable efforts have been
made for the food and medical relief of Greek children
resulting in an improvement of the situation in this
respect; last winter's tr&gad{ when starvation caused
the death of thousands of children, especially in the
Athens-Fireus ares,has not recurred this year - at least
not to the same extent. It was through the understanding
and ganerna1t¥ of the Americen and British Goverrnments
that these efforts were made EOSSlblE. Those, however,
who ere well acquainted with the situation in Greece
emphasize that the lack of clothing is so grave as to
constitute a threat to the children's health equal to
that of starvation.

Thanks to the generous action of certain Greek
and other orgenisations children's clothing has been
collected in the United “tates. The Greek Government
heve approached the Americen and British Governments
with a view of abtaining their consent for the despatch
of these stocks to ureece; but so far no favourable
reply was received.

If it is decided that these stocks of clothi
and shoes tﬂgethar with others to be collected in the
future should be despatched to Greece, they could be
loaded on the Swedish versels which are being used
for the transport of Uanadien wheat, and their distri-
bution in ureece could be made by the Swedish .ted Cross
in co-operation with the Interna%ional Red “ross,both
of which organisations ere doing such splendid and
imggrti&l work for the food relief of the Greek popu-
ation.

y 4 decision on this vital matter should be reached
without delay, so that the unfortunate children of Greece
who are elready suffering so much from under-feeding and
other causes under the enemy yoke, may be spered the
adgitéunal suffering of exposire £hrough lack of clothing
and shoes.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 4, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN

0.K. on (a), (b) and (e).

I will make a few amendments
on (d) which is very good.

I wonder if it would not be
worthwhile to ask the President
of the Order of Ahepa, an organi-
zation which has Chapters
over the United 8tates. I happen
to have been a member of it for
many years. I think it is
principally Venezelist but I
see no reason why he should not
be asked, as the Order is com-
Eud of Americans and is very

ttle, if at all, mixed up in
Greek politics. You might ask
the State Department, or even
the Oreek Minister, what they

F. D. R.

Memorandum for the Naval Aide to the President,
5/29/43, from i. D. Struble, Office of the
(over)
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Chiel of Naval Operations, with enclosures, in re -~{
P,U, Boat for Greece. The items referred to are \
fa) Qutline of proposed ceremony. at nashington Navy
Yard, (b) List of guests whom Greek Ambasssdor desires |
to invite, (¢) Proposed draft telegram to be sent by
President to King George of Greéce, and (d) Proposed
draft of President's speech of presentation.



OQ' (4 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 4, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR

8.T.E,

Will you go over this? I
want to take i1t up on Monday,

F.D.R,

Message in connection with presenting
ship of war, built by American hands,
delivered under terms of Lend-Lease,

to the fighting Greeks. The ship will
be a nart of the Roval Helleniec Navy and
christened King George Second.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 7, 19647,
MEMORANDUM FOR
JIM BARNES

I, too, am a long time member of the
Order of Ahepa. Please tell my friend,
Mr, Vournas, that we had already lend-
leased an identleal ship to the Nether-
lande which was named QUEEN WILHELMINA;
another identical sghip to Norway which
was named KING HAAKON VII; and thie
ship, in accordance with usage, be called
the KINGC GEORGE II,

Tell him also that the politlcal
future set-up in Greece has nothing to do

with 1t.

The fact remains that King CGeorpge II
is the representative of Greek sovereignty
because he was such when Greece was in-
vaded and the Government fled.

The matter was called to my attention
gometime ago and I made the declslon as to
the name in accordance with law and pre-

cedent,

Tell him also that I sincerely hope
that all persons of Greek origin in this
country will accept this decision as being
in the best interests of the liberatlon of
Greece from the German and Itallan ocoupa-
tion and the successful winning of the

war by the Allles,. (MJ
F.D.R.



&
Letter from George C. Vournas, Supreme President, ' \\
Supreme Lodge of the Order of Ahepa, Washington,
6/5&3. marked "Personal and Confidential®, sutw
addressed to Hon. James M, Barnes, Suggests that
the small war vessel to be presented to the Govt, of
Greece be named. "Admiral Miaoulis" instead of

"King George TI".



% 4 THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1943.
MEMORANDUM

FOR: THE PRESIDIENT

FROM: JAMES 1, BARNES

SUBJTECT : NAMING OF SMALL WAR VESSEL PRESENTED TO
GRIEK NAVY BY GOVERNMENT, JUNE 10, 1943.

Honorable George Vournas, President of the Order of

Ahepa, has advised me that our Government is giving

the Government of Greece a small war vessel and they

are going to name the same, "King George II".

Mr. Vournas advises that the use of that name would

be & tremendous mistake, I am attaching herewith

a letter of explanation.



Faeia T 9

}Mllr-‘{"i

TELEGRAM WAS OIVEN TO THE PRESS LATE
YESTERDAY -~ I'M RETURMING IT TO YOU.

MISS TULLY:

Alice W,
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Alrtree !;rf'-";-__
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Rovar Grerw Exnassy
Weshington
June 11, 1943
ly dear Mr. President:

Let me thank you agaln froa the bottom of
ay heart for the meny courtesies whioh you extanded
to me during yesterduy's ceremonies. I am fully
conseious of the fect that 1t was my country which
wos honored in my person by the great leasder of the
amoriean people but, neverthesless, I deam myself
fortunate in expressing to you ay deep gratitude,

I wish op this ocecaslon to polnt out to you that the
Greek people whe have suffered so much for the comzon
cause and ere resolved to fizht to the end look upon
the lmerigan people and upon you, kr. Fresldent, for
thelr rehubilitetion snd for the restoratlion of Gresce
in her national righta.

Flease acoept, my dear Mr, Fresident, the

agsurences of my constant devotation and of my highest

consideration. ﬂ Ié%

The Fresident of the United Statea
The White House
m'wm, n"I' ui




In reply rader to Tnitials
nnd Mo

W
NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
. WASHINGTON
June B, 194
S ORANDI DRz THE AVAT [ Th THE PRESIDENT,
.I_| :'.IJ st e 1‘ r |l_ o x L:lr_nr.cc.
Ls The Greek Naval Attache hn nformed me
that the date OGftober 27, 1940 appeari n line
eight of page one and on line three of race t f
the propos spee * the Presldent should be
dhtnds ctober 28 1840,
lespectfully,
o
: 4 ¢
G

ErElnli:.'J D. Ro sHevelt 1-'-r.-l".'-|l"}|'

H{Iﬂ [”H. 200, 0 (8/27/58)

late- 6 - 3", a5 ‘ é

Signature h/) '
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My desr Mr, President:

I transmit herewith » 0apy of = telegrea fronm
Aabassador Klrk regerding your reaply ~nd that of
“r. Churehill to the recent appsal to you both by MNle
HaJesty Ting George II of Oreece. You will note that
the reex rime “inlster has requested permission to ¢live
publieity to theee replles,

I second the rmbassador's suggestion that such pub-
1leity would be unwise at present. It would probaebly
Stir rether than quiest -olitiesl controversy mmong the
Ureeks rnd sight well rrouse resentaent not only aceinst
the ¥ing but agelnet the Pritish snd ourselves ap well,

In view of the sisilor request being arde to
¥r. Churehill you may desire to 44 scuss thie matter with

bim,
It

The 'resident, I-un“'mhu_m“_ Siim
!"‘l- 'Bc-h-lu._'.- Date .
The White louse, veDue_kER o 1972



-

If you agree that public relesse of your message
ts tha Xing would be undesirable at this time, 1 shall
g0 inform Ambassador Kirk,

Faithfully yours,

nuﬁ-ﬂ- B
Tnolesuran:

1. From Cairo, fireck "eries 068,
Hepterhor '5', B p.m.

2. To Ceiro, freek Series 76,
“eptember 6, & n.m, (for
convenient reforence!
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/_‘0/ ~ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 16, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

Has this telegram gone to
Ambassador Kirk? If not, I think
it is all right.

F'D.H.

Secret letter from the Secretary of Stsate,
9/9/43, to the President, trensmitting

copy of a telegram from Ambassador Kirk,
9/7/43, regarding the President's reply

and that of Mr. Churchill to the recent
appeal to the President and Mr. Churchill

by His Majesty King George IT of Greece.

The Greek Prime Minister has requested
permission to give publicity to these
replies. Also attached is copy of the
Secretary of Ststets telegram of 9/6/43 to
the American Legation mf at Cairo, requesting
that message from the President be communicated
to the King of Greece in re Greece, .
feels that the Ambassador's mgga:tion"rﬂgrk

(over)



to publish these replies would be unwi se :\
at present. TIf the President agrees that
public release of his message to the King mﬁd
be undesirable at this time, Mr. Hull will

so inform Ambassador Kirk.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 30, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. A. A. BERLE, JR.

I suggest that this matter of
the Island of Bamos be referred %o
the British Embassy in view of the
fact that this area is under British
military and naval command.

F. D. R.

9tate Department @ Memorandum of Conversation
between the Greek Ambassador, Mr. Cimon P.
Dismantopoulos, and Mr. A. A, Berle, Jr.,
9/27/43, in re Liberation of the Teland of
Samos, and Incidents at Leros.



LI S

MEMORANTUK FOR THE PRESIDENT

The Greek Ambassador, lnvoking the precedent of
the ucesages exchanged on the occasion of the fourth
anniversary of the German attack on Foland, has requested
an exchange of messages between ¥ou and King George II
of Greece for publication on October 28, 1943, third
anniversary of the Italian attack on Greece,

I recommend that the Ambassador's request Lbe met,
and submit for your approval a suggested text of a mes-
Boge to the King., The delicacy of the Italian situation
has been Lorne in mind in the drafting of this message.

iWsid be wbolllinius, Jr.

Enelosure:
lMiessage to King Oeorge II.



Three years ago todasy a resolute Greek people hurled
back a defiant "No" to the arrogant demands of the Fasoist
dictator that they aupipoly surrender their lands, their
liberty and their sauru;:l honor. Greece wus eventually
overrun only after the combined forces of the Axls had
been hurled against her. The heroiec and successful resis=-
tance of Greece during six long months aroused the adwire-
tion of the world, upset the Axis timetable and cestroyed
forever the myth of ixls 1avineibility,

Despite the unporalleled suffering of the Creek
people under the cruel oppression of .xis occupation,
the Greeks fight on, both inside and outside the country,
On this anniversary of the wanton Fescist attack, I am
glad to pay tribute to their unceasing resistance and to
give expression to our pride in being associated in a come

mon struggle with such gallant and tested Allies, Already

the ixis front hag peep breached, The Fasoist regime has
Ls
been dutrorad'n%élmw—m grimly expiating

its crimes, The hardest tasks still lie ahead, but I am
confident that an unfaltering determination to devote
our whole united effort to the struggle ageinst the

eneny willl speed the day of our complete victory; and
that liberated Greece, restored lmi strengthened, will
take the honored place i the world

to which her deeds have proved her so worlw
214 o
i . , W
"H e
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Cairo
December 3, 1943

¢ The Ambassador
From : Mr, Archer
Sub] : Situation within Greece

This winter will be the worst since 1841-42 due toi

\a) The people have used up personal treasures

= - which were used to eke out by barter the
relief shipments which average: 700 calories
per person for less than half the population,

‘p) ‘he relief shipments are 30,000 tons in arears.

S .

o) Food and other reserves in hiding were used up

*# - during the summer when the pecple expected early
liberatipn,

(d) Physical strength exhausted by prolbmged lack;
the Swedish authorities state that two and a half
million people are suffering from acute effects
of palarla; T. B, greatly increasing.

(e) Clothing end shoes, not replaced for three years,
are completely worn out.

Laird Archer

&?'HE- “5:"113:& Relflef

SOLUTION:
l, The Turkish government has bffered 30,000 tons of grain

N

for distribution in Greece IF IS PROVIDED (ac-
cording tc the British commercial attache); the Greek

Government is asking for assignment of a Greek ship by
the Maritime Commission to Turkey for this special use,

One or more additional boats added to present Swedlsh
shipping Mar relief supplies from Canada and U, 8. A



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

i 1al,
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There are two essentials in regard to the
Greek situation. Firstly, it should be made epsolutely
clear that the King is not going to be forced on the
country against its will; and secondly, the present
collapse in Greek morale consequent on the loss of Kos,
Leros and Samos should be countered with some assurance
that winter relief is not also going to fail,

In regard to the first, the so-called Communist forces
at present making so much trouble in the country are
spreading the charge that the Allies intend to force the
Eing back on Greece in their own interests. This is a
tremendous proptgﬁnda weapon because of the independent
spirit of the Greeks. The British proposal thet the King
declare now that he will not return until asked to do so
by the Greek people themselves 1s, therefore, a good one.
It would deprive subversive elements of their chief appeal
to the Greek people. It would also be in the Elng's own
interest, tending to strengthen his cause, which has been
inevitably weakened by his association with the Metaxas
dictatorship and his own subsequent absence from the country.
But only a declaration by him perscnally can f£ill the bill
in view of the widespread distrust of the Allies on this

matter



matter which has been sown in Greece.

In regard to the second matter, not only the recent
military failures in the islands but the publicity given
to Allied plans in nearly every quarter of the globe except
in the Balkans, is opereting today to make the Greeks, who
have given their all to the cause, feel that they mre a
forgotten people, and pushing them fast into a chaotic state
of desperation., It should be made at once clear to them that
our relief plans for them tiis winter will not also fail.
Grain is ready for shipment to them now, but transportation
is lacking. It is vital that this be somehow supvplied, and
that the Greeks be made aware that it will be supplied.

I attach amemorandum on the King's problem, drawn up
by the British Ambassador to Greece, with which I thoroughly
agree, and a brief note as to the present critical relief

situation.
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1. Refer sgain to your Previous conversation when you tolad
the King that the etrategiol situstion hed changed and that it
wae moet unlikely that any but gquite inconeiderable British
forces would be sent to Greece when the Germans evacuate,

2, Foint out that at the time when we thought a considerable
British sermy would to Greece to drive the Germans out, we
strongly supported the King's desire to enter Greece with the
British end Oreek forces, Under the changed conditions

such British forces as might go to Greece would be mainly
Concerned in ensuring law and ordep 8nd in assisting in the
distrivution of relier supplies,

8, It would be essential for the Greek Government to function
at the earliest Possible date in close association with the
British and in an atmosphere as far removed 48 poselble from
political controverey. This Government would have to be mainly
composed of leading personalities who had lived in Greece
during the period of the oceccupation.

4, During the whole pericd of the German occupation mcute
controversy has continued and grown inereasingly etrong on

the subject of the King's return before the will of the peoples
has been expressed. The immediate return of the Hing in the
teeth of this opposition would inevitably raise thie contro-
versy to fever point, end it would be impossible for the King
himself to remain outside political dissension. He would find
himeelf confronted with a8 situation even more acute than that
which led to the Metaxas Dictatnrahip, and would therefore start
under evary dlandvnnt:gu, which would make 1t impossible for
him to return in the le i

of & constitutional monarch.

B The immediate confusion that will result from the diffieult
sociel and economie econditions caused by the occupation will
make it essential for the Governuent to be in the hands of a
leading personslity, who has made his mark through hie bold
resistance to the Germans within the country. He will have to
form an emergency Committee prepared to act firmly and to put
down disorder, The firat adoini etration to be formed will be

of & temporary character to tide over the period until normal
conditions can be established and elections held. It would be
an undesirable sltuation for the Eing, when he first returned

to Greece, to be agsociated directly with an administration bound
to become unpopular and unable to accord all those freedoms
ggsocinted with a conetitutional monarchy,

6. In these circumstances, the King should consider the

people, as soon as the Germans quit Athens, that he has the
legal authority of the Eing for so doing.

Ta There is therefore every advantage for the King, in his
own interests as well as those of his country, to make 1t
elear now to his People that he does not intend to return to
Greece until such conditione have been established as will
allow him to function as a constitutionel monarch, He hae no
desire to return to Greece unless he can so funetion, but

he also has no desire to return unless he ig convinced by a
clear expression of the pecple's will that the system of
consitutional monarchy is desired by them.



8, An immediate declaration to this effect would relly
moderate opinion sgainat any attempt made by a small sectlon,
who eeek to impose thelr will by force ss soon as the Geruans
lesave Athens. This eection have made capital out of the
fallure of the King so far to make such & declaration.

8. There 1s reason to believe that if Zervas knew that such
a declaration would be made by the King, he would immediately
ask that hie irreguler forces should be incorporated in the
Oreek regular srmy. If thie were immediately granted by the
Eing it would act as a magnet to draw large numbers of the
officere and men in the ELAB forces to break away from purely
pectional political control and make a similer request for
incorporation on the eeme terme as those accorded to Zervas.
This would bring the Greek Government in Caire into close
agsoclation with the resistance movements inside Greece, and
would thereby enormously enhance the suthority and prestige of
the King and hie Government, which would then be reformed to
include personalities from Greece and would conseguently
provide a Government of which Archbishop Damaskinos could
a:;:l himeelf when he set up his Regency Committee 1in

Athens,

British Embassy to Greece,
CAIRDO

26th November, 1943.
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American Embassy near
the Governments of
Greece and Yugoslavia
IXATLXXAAXTAXLX
XXX I I XX ALY

Cairo, December 22, 1943

Dear Franklin:

The enclosed memorandum has been sent to me by the
Eing of CGreece for perscnal forwarding to you. I am sorry
to say that he is unhappy again, this time concerning the
developments covered in the last part of my letter of
December 13th. He is very anxious to assure you that he
bas really stricetly conformed to your advice not to make
any more "declarations,™ and is afreid you may have seen
Some erroneous press reporta concerning the letter which he
wrote to his Frime Minister, published after you left.
Furthermore, although in the approved text of that letter
he said "that when the desired moment of liberation arrives
I will establish the time of my return to Greece in sgreement
with the Government," he does not conceive that this con-
stitutes any "public statement" on his part, and denies that
it adds anything new to the situation, since he would naturally,
in any event, comsult his own appointed Ministers when meaking
an important decisiom.

I have of course told the King that I will transmit his
memorandum to you and convey his assurances. But for your
informatlion, since I know you to be personally interested in
his fortunes, I think I should add that his own Government is
not teking his point of view in this matter - which is perhaps
the real reason for his anxiety rather than the erroneous
press reports, which were quickly corrected. The Government

olearly consliders his letter ms & publiec statement, quite on

a par with

The Fresldent,
The White House,

_— -



a par with his declaration of July 4th, in which he promised
that & constlituent assembly would decide on the future regime
in Greece, and this was shown only last night, beyond a
peradventure, when the Frime Minister said in a radio broadcast
to the Greek people, "the king has already given an example

of unity by his declaration of July 4th and subseguently by

his lett Kovember 8th". It would appear to be the Frime
Kinister's view that since not only the present Government, but
any Government which the King may be able to form prior to his
return, is likely toc be against his returning in advance of an
expression of the people's will, the King has now practically
bound himself to await such expression. The King doesn't want
to recognlze this, but unfortunately he allowed his lstter to
be published,

In all this, it seems possible that the King may have
glven us another example of his inability to think as fast as
his subjects, but in any case, if there are any further devel-
opments in this matter, which Gilbert and Sullivan might be
tempted to call a pretty kettle of fish, I shall not fail to

fectionately yours,
QZ:A&LP MGJL%

let you know.

Znelosure



/SRSONAL FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,

After the declaration of the King of the Hellenes
published on July 4th, His Majesty made no further publie

statement.

On December I2th, however, the Greek Prime Minister
deemed it opportune to make public an extract from a letter
addressed to him by the King on November 8th and to comment
on it at a Press Conference held the following day.

Unfortunately, the wording of the above-mentioned
extract has been erroneously published in the Press and the
subsequent interview of Mr. Tsouderos was also incorrectly
reproduced giving rise to further misinterpretations.

Therefore, it must be stressed that all discussions
on the question of the future regime in Greece should be
closed until the day of the country’s liberation. Till then
Greeks should be left to their sole aim which is to fight
and resist the enemy in every way, thus contributing to the
final victory of the United Nations.

Cairo, December I9th, I943.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

J:_nunry Ty 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR

ADMIRAL BROWN

Will you take this up with

the State and Navy Departments

for preparation of reply for my
signature?

F. D. R.

Message from the Royal Ureek Embassy,
Washington, D. C., 1/4/44, anoting
message for the President from His
Majesty The King of the liellenes,
reading "Tt 1e with particular sati=fac-
tion that T have been inTormed that

the Tnited States Government has under
conaideration the provision for Greece
of four ships of the destroyer escort
tyne., This was verv welcome to Greek
circles and to the Greek Nevy which has
sustained very severe lomees during

the war, ™hie mmw renewed token of your ,
intareat toward mvy peonle {mrelas me +o
$?""3§ to yon my heartfelt thanks. Georie

p N7

fover)



At the bottom of this messare is the
following: "Tor +he information of the
Prealident, tie Ureek ambussador wishes to
add that by a'Note addressed to the “tute
Department, dated November 12, 1947, the
iraak Government anrnlied for the above
fhine nnder Lend T,ense Apresment?,



-

Stpmed arteinal of this let*er sent +o the Depr rinant o ®Mste for Tarwerding
;’ ponich, Llosree fot ooy .
a

Jamuary 21, 1944.

Dear King George:

The United Btates Government has Eiven care-
ful consideration to the ;iplinttlnn of the Greek Govern-
ment, for the transfer to it of four ships of the
destroyer escort type under the Lend Lease Agroement.,

1 am indeed sorry to tell you that there sre
&t present no such vessels which can be made available
to the Greek Navy.

Being very sensible of the distinguished part
which the Greeic Havy is playing in the war and of the
severe losses which it has sustained, I especlally cis-
like to be the bearer of such information. At the same
tise, I can assure you of the continuing interest of
the Unlted States in cooperating, whenever possible,
with the Greek Navy in order that its strength agalnst
our coason eneay may be mailntained.

fith my warm regards,

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, EOUSEVELY
His dajesty

George II,
fing of the Hellemes.

i L. f.ld--r'..‘?*_.‘ = ‘-All'l-f..qd'{il ? J 'A:? £ ‘7.
vz
Hong

W






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January T, 1944.

MEMOBANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN
Will you take this up with

the State and Navy Departments

for preparation of reply for my

signature?

F. D. R.

e sy | — —

e



Hovar Greepx Expassy

Washington
Japuary 4, 1944

FROM HIS LAJESTY THE KING OF THE HELLENES
T0 FRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANC ROCSEVELT.

My dear Mr. Fresident:

It is with particular satisfaction that I
have been informed that the United States Covernment
has under consideration the provision for Greece of
four ships of the destroyer escort type. This was
very welcome to Greek circles and to the Greek Havy
which has sustained very severe losses during the
war, This renewed token of your interest toward my

people impels me to convey to you my heartfelt thanks.

GEORGE II, R.

For the information of the Fresident, the Creek
Ambassedor wishes to add that by a Note addressed to
the State Department, dated November 18, 1943, the
Greek Government applied for the above ships under

Lend Lease Agreement.



Washington
Japuary 4, 1944

FROM HIS MATESTY THR KING OF THE HELLENES
TO FRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT.

My dear Mr, Freaident:

It ia with particular satisfaoction that I
have been informed that the United States Government
has under consideration the provision for Greece of
four ahips of the destroyer escort type. Thls was
very weloome to Oreek clroles and to the Greek Navy
which has sustained very severe losses during the
war, This renewed token of your interest toward my

people impels me to convey to you my heartfelt thanks,

ORORGE II, R.

For the information of the Fresident, the Creek
Ambassador wishes to add that by & Note addressed to
the State Department, dated November 18, 1943, the
Greek Government applied for the above ships under

Lend Lease Agreament.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 20, 1944.

M AORABDUR FORS
The President.

fubject: Letter to King George of Grecce
in reference to & letter of
thanks for & proposed gift of
four (4) DEs.

1. Neither the Stete Depsrtament nor
the Huvy Dspartment are able to explain the
King's letter of thanks to you, as they have
not been sble to find any explenntion of
his apsumption that we will turn over four
(4) DEs.

2. It has just been learned thst the
British have turned over to the Greeks five
(5) ships —— one (1) DD and four (4) corvettes.

3. The enclosed letter for your
signature has been prepared in the Havy

Departaent after consultation with the Gtate
Departzent.

Very respectfully,

AN
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ADDRESS MOPLY TO
THE SECHETARY OF THE NAVY
AND REFER TO INITIALS
AND Mo,

NAVY DEPARTMENT Serlial No. 21513
WASHINGTON

18 January 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR: Rear Admirsl Wilson Brown, U.S.N.
Naval Alde to the President.

As requested in your memorandum dated 8 January
1944 there i1s enclosed herewith = proposed reply from
the President to King George II of Greece.

The proposed reply has been cleared with the
State Department. It 1s also consistent with my
reply to the Secretary of State, dated 2 January 1944,
on the same subject.

The State Department, in discussing the matter,
expressed concern over the possibility that the British
might be approached by the Greeks in their desire for
escort vessels, and expressed the hope that ships of
the same or similar type would not be furnished by the

British to the Greeks.
CM‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hy.E;ir King Ceorge:
The United States Government h

glven cereful con-
slderation to the epplication of Greek Government,
for the transfer to i1t of four ghips of the destroyer
escort type under the Lend Le#ise Agreement.
It is with deep regret/ that I have to inform Your
Majesty that there are ay present no such vessels which
can be made avallable the Greek Navy.

Belng very sensible of the distinguished part wihich
the Greek Navy 1s pI;yIng in the war and of the severe
losses which 1t has sustalned, I especlally deplore the
necessity of eonvéying this information. at the same
time I can aasur; Your Majesty of the contimuing interest
of the United States 1n cooperating, whenever possible,
with the Greek Navy in order that 1ts strength against
our common enemy may be malntelined.

Very sincerely yours,

His Majesty
George II,
King of the Hellenes.
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FELICITATIONS ON THE FOURTH OF JULY.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

SEFL (944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: The Greek Situation

Mr. Churchill informed you direct from Italy, I under-
stend, of certain military plans for Greece which you ap-
proved.

Further information from Ambassador Murphy indicates
thet Mr. Churchill also arranged, during his visit to Italy,
to have the Greek Government removed from Cairo to Salerno
(the King going to London), and that Greek Premier Papandreou
agreed to this during his political talks with the Prime Iin-
ister. The reasons for deciding to undertake such a dis-
ruptive move on the eve of the liberation of Greece are ob-
soure, though the objective may well have been to place the
Greek Government directly under the control of General Wilson
during its last few weeks in exile. In any case, the im-
mediate result has been the destruction of the recently
hard-won Greek unity. Qur Chargé near the Greek Government
at Cairo reports that, at a stormy session following Papan-
dreou's return from Itely, Vice Premier Venizelos and the
two other liberal Ministers resigned, and that it seems
doubtful whether the five prospective cabinet members repre-
senting EAM (actually en route to Cairo from inside Greece),
will now join the exiled Government.

Ambassador MacVeagh has been sent back to Cairo, where
his presence is now required for the Bulgerian negotiations.
The Bmbassy has been directed to make no preparations to
move to Italy for the time being, in view of the existing
uncertainties, and has been informed that the Department
will consider this matter after the establishment of the
Greek Government in its prospective new seat, in the light
of the military and politicel situation then prevalling.

DECLARSTFTED
Blate Dept. Letter, 11172
‘risﬂmnhlhh__EEB 392 (i::i
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

1944

L"b 4 csptenber 5,

¥ MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT
E:
Subject: The Greek Situation
With reference to my memorandum of September 2,

1944, our Chargé near the Greek Government reports that the
EAM representatives from occupied Greece were sworn in as
members of the Greek Government on September 2, taking
over the Ministries of Finance, Communications, National
Economy, Labor and Agriculture. The leader of the group,
Professor Alexander Svolos, now lMinister of Finance, has
told our Chargé that while they were distressed to find
the liberel cabinet lMinisters had resigned they had de-
cided to join the Cabinet in order to forestall civil war.
He sald that the members of the group had entered reserva-
tions regarding their oaths to the Crown and that they
would endeavor to secure & reversal of the decislon to
move the Greek Government to Italy, which they feel will
disrupt urgently neceasary planning.

=7

- DECLARSTRING
Letter, 15105
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Neosage from iy, Fapandreou to the sresident on occaslon of
yavel vietory in ihilippines (R UL 12, lovember 5) reached De=
partuent on loveaber 28. Flease Souvey following message o iT.
yapandreou with appropriate explanation of unavoidable delaye

-ﬂml“mﬂrmm“mum“dmu!
the sucecess of our Lavy ln 1ts recent operaticns agalnst Jopanese
aggreesors in the inilippines. It lo o source of satisfactlion
to0 the American people, 2o 1t 1s to you, thet your words could be
sent from Greck soil so deservedly liberated from azl occupatione

¥ranklin D. Hoosevelt. Ul UUIT
0.K.

o ST -TTINTUS
(6 pm
81 0Bs0C ¥R
12/2/ ik
T40e00LL I otie/A0=2B0d

Original returned to Mrs., Halla, Room 296 State Depart:ent Dec.6,1944



--f-'ﬁEPAgPaENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

AND RECORDS
T0E=-1399 Coserto
T™-is telezrom rmat be
paranhrese? bef~re being Doted November 28, 1944
ccrmunicoates to enyone
ather thon o Governnent Rec'd B:iéd pari.

Lgeney. (RESTRICTED)

Seoretory nf 3tote,

Weshington,

1522, Noverber 28, 1 Dp.m.

The Reynl Hellenic Ministry for Foreign Lffolrs
hos rzdurstzﬂ ne to tronsnit (No, 12, November 5,
3 pon. for Departnent from MoeVeagh) the following
telezren to the President from His Excellency Georzes
Pooondreru, Prime Minister cn® Minister of Foreign
Lffolra nf Grecces

"Plecse necent en ermvey tr the Grverment ond
people of the Unite” Stotes and in poartleuler to the
lneriecn Nevy, the heartfelt eonzrotuletions of the
Hellenie fovernnent and nyself for the great novel
victnry of the Philippines, which hrs inflicted o
fecisive blow tn the treacherrus sec power of Jopon.
The Greek people, free cgnin ofter these long yeers
nf unnrecedented atruggle on” nlizht, rejrices ~n
theae shores vwhich hove witnessed the view »f 3elanis,

ot this splendid
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

December 8, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Crisis

I believe you will be interested in looking at
the enclosed message from Kirk which summarizes
Churchill's instructions to the British Commanding
General in Athens as to the manner in which he shall

deal with the uprising there.

Enclosure: {

Copy of telegram no. 1605
from Caserta, December 5,

1944.

DECLASSIFTED
Beats Depl. Leiter, 1.11.72

By J. Bchaable Date_FEB 3 1972
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/ DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
[L]1=1509 Caserta
This telegram must DE
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 5, 1T44
fore belng communicated
to nnyone. [ CH_—_) Rec'd 10:46 paite

Secretary of State,

Vashington.

1605, December 5, O p.m.

Churchill has sent o message to General Sccle
in Athens stating thot he has given instructions to
5'C to make certain that all Sritlish forces 1n Greece
are left there and all »ossible reinforcements should
be sent. He informed 3cobie that he would hold him
responsible for malnta.ning order in ithens and lor
neutralizing or destroying all EL ELLS groupa who
come near the capital, Churchill has authorized
Scoble to make all regulations he wishes for sirong
control of the atreeta or for rounding up any mu-
Lbers of truculent peoples, He pointed out that he
expected ELLS would put vomen and chlldren in the
advance line when shooting began and that he, Scoble,
must be clever about this and aveld mistakes, Churchill
added that Scobie should not hesitate to fire at any
armed male in Athens /ho assailed British autho.ey
or Creck authority with which Britlsh are worling.

DECLABSIFIED Churchill
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By 4. Schauble Datel £ 9 1972




~2= #1605, December 5, 8 p.m. from Caserta.

Clrchill stated that it vould be well if 3cobie
command could be reilnforced by authority of some
(reck Covernment and added that Papandreou wos being
told by British .mbascodor not to hesltate,

In addition Churchill stated that Scoble
ghiould not hesitate to oct as iIf he were 1n 2 con=
guered city where a loc2l rebelllon were 1n prn;rzéa
and suggested that with the forces at his commnnd
he should be able to sive ELLS bands approaching
from outside o lesson vwhich would make others unlilkely
to behove similarly.

Churchill's mesaage to Scoble concluded with
statement that he woulld :ive his support to Scc..E
on all action taken on this basis and stated that
Oritish must hold and dominate CGreek capltal. ‘e
cormented that it would be a great thing if 3cobie
oould succeed in dein:; this without bloodshed il
poosible but that he should not hesitate to jo Elwough

yrith bloodshed 1f necessary.

KIRK

Jis
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__DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
7 OF COMMUNICATIONS

[ = »
STATE - TELEGRAM AND REGORDS
AMT=512 fithens via Lrmy
This telegrom must bE
closely paraphrased be- Duted December 15, 1944
fore being communicoted
to anyont. (i Rec'd 2:03 p.m.

Secretary of S8tate,

Washington.

Us URGZHT

150, December 15, Noon,.

Lecording to the British mbassodor vwith whom 1
hove just talked, the Kipng has replied from London thot
he must have the advice of his linisters before agreeing
to the proposed Regency. Prpandreou is alrendy in Agree-
ment with the proposal and the British expect that the
consent of the others can be obtained today. They feEL
that the solution propcsed is most hopeful of succEsa in
stopping the ecivil war cs the srchbiship is confident that
he econ deal with ZL.S. His progrcom if he is nnmed Regent
is to proclaim at once thnt if crms are 1nid dovmn (ong) ther
will be a general amnesty (two) the British Lrmy will see tc
it thet no (repeat no) reprisals agoinst ELLS occur and
(three) he will constitute a new government of nll parties
and resistance movements represented in the recent coolitiorn

I asked Mr, Leeper if there 1s cnything that we could
do to help bring the present dreadful conditions in L4thens
to an end and he sald "I hope the 4merienn Government will

Mmmm :mm:-u-n gsupport

By J. Schauble mu__FEB 9 1972
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 18, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Situation as viewed by
Alexander, MacMillan and Leeper

I believe you will be interested in the enclosed

telegrams from Kirk and MacVeagh setting forth in some
detail the views of Field Marshal Alexander, Harold
MacMillan and Ambassador Leeper in regard to the Greek

situation.

Enclosures:

1. Telegram no. 1776
December 15, 1944
from Caserta.

2. Telegram no. 153,
December 16, 1944,
from Athens,

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 11172

By J. Schauble Date_EER. U 1972



=~ DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS |
MFD-1005 Caserta
Thie telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 15, 1944
fore being communicated
to anyone. (NN Rec'd 7:30 a.m., 17th.

Secretary of Btate,

Washington, i

1776, December 15, 9 p.m.

TOR THE SECRETARY.

Reference my 1750, December 14, 3 p.m.

I have learned that on his return from Athens

on December 12 Field Marshal Alexander reported to

Churchill that he ijund the situation in Athens much
more grave than he had felt it to be when he was 1in
London. He stated he was obliged to travel 1n an
armored vehicle from the airfield into town; that the -
British airfield (Kalamaki) and road to Athens were
under fire and not at all securely held. He sald

the initiative in the fighting did not rest wholly

with the British, The British in fact were beleaguered
in the heart of the city and held less of Athens than
he thought, Port Heracles was not in firm possesslon
of the Britigh nor was the Piraeus area. ELAS held
electrical power etation and had cut off the water

supply of the city. The British were not in a

DECLASSIFIED
f oeltion
Btate Dept. Letter, wﬂiB 4 1972 ol
By J. Schauble Date




-2-#1776, December 15, 9 p.m., from Caserta.

position te unload ships freely due to the military
situation, He recommended that the port would have
to be cleared as a primary military objective. He
Eﬁggeated that 1t should be proclaimed that all
those who were fighting as rebels, and at the same
time those who were found in civilian clothing and
were carrying weapons or rifles would be shot. He
suggested also certain military measures which I will
not report for security reasons.

Alaxan&er added that 1t was most imperative
that he and MacMillan be authorized to proceed
with the proposal to name the Archbishop of Athens
as Regent. Alexrrder stated that he was firmly
opposed to discuseing at this time any terms of
settlement with ELAS lest they be regarded by ELAS
as a sign of weakness. He sald 1t was most desirable
that no tima ghould be loet before negotlatlore
regarding the regency should begin and this might
produce the effect of conciliation without the
British themselves being plotured as the initlators
of euch negotiation.

I am further informed that MacMillan has cabled

personally to Churchill in similar vein urging him to
take up




-3-7#1776, December 15, 9 p.m., from Caserta.

take up with the King of Greece in the strongest
poseible terms the desirability of obtaining the
King's agreement to the appointment of Archblshop
of Athens as Regent. (BSee my number 1750, December 14,
3 p.m.) He sald he did not believe that the Arch-
bishop would accept the title of Prime Minister,
aeg such a measure would not give him the authority
to handle the situstion and remove the most powerful
ory agalnst the Fritish which 1s that of fora;gn
intervention, MacMillan said the King must not
be permitted to ignore thls appeal and gald he
felt certain that the King does not realize that
Greece 1s a mass of violent internal hatred and
that the country 1e on the brink of a bloody civil
war, He added that the King muet consent to this
proposal for the sake u? his people and that Churchill
ghould point out to King George that such an act on
his part would be regarded as that of a statesman
and of a patriot. He suggested that King George
ought to be told that thle was hls last chance to
try to save the monarchy, otherwlse any hope of
doing so would be gone forever. Macliillan went on
te esay




-4—-#1776, December 15, 9 p.m., from Caserta.

to say that the King must be told that thile proposal
is not the idea of the British Government but a
spontaneous desire of the Greek people and that
everyone in Athens le in favor of this arrangement.
He pointed out to Churchill that if this matter should
not be settled there 1s great danger of the British
Government and the British people being accused of
connivance with King George's selfish policy. He
added that the British and American press would be
quick to take up such a line of attack. MacMillan
added that there must be no compromising with the
King and that he must agree to the regency as he
felt certaln that the Archblshop would not agree

to act as Prime Minieter, To be Prime Minlster
would not give him the dignity of that distance
from the political scene which he would require in
order to succesefully handle the task which lay
before him,

MacMillan added that the parties of the Right
felt that this wae the last chance to save Greece
from terrorist dictatorship of the Left and that
the Archbishop must be appolnted at once as Regent

for a period of time caloulated to give him the
requisite




-5-7#1776, December 15, 9 p.m., from Caserta.

requisite confidence. MacMillan's final appeal to
Churchill was very strong and moving and 1% is clear
that he is deeply concerned over the gravity of

the present situation. He sald that unless Churchill
could put this matter through with the King the situ-
ation resulting would be a long and costly military
operation in Greece to the embarrassment of the
British in the field of international affairs. He
added that the partles of the Left feel that if they
should quit now, there will be reprisals from the
Right.

According to our informant, Churchill has
replied urgently to MacMillan stating that both he
and Eden talked with the King who has asked for
more time to consider the matter. The King apparently
stated that he had in particular to take account of
advice which he is constantly recelving from
Papandreou and others. He told Churchill and Eden
that according to hig information there was no
enthusiasm in Greece for the proposal that the
Archbishop be made Regent and the King read to Churchill

and Eden a telegram which he had Just received from
Papandreou

e -




-8-#1776, December 15, 9 p.m., from Gasarta:

Papandreou advising him strongly against accepting
the proposal regarding the regency. Churchill then
asked MacMillan to send him immediately reasons

for supporting thie proposal, who in Greece could
be expected to back 1t, and suggested that MacMillan
should see Papandreou, Sophoullis and other Greek
party leaders at once to gell them this line and
urge them to address themselves in the same gense

directly to the King.

KIRK
WFE




DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION . OF

. tDF
COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
AlT=-1059 Athens via Army
This telegram must bE
closely paraphrased be=- Doted December 16, 1944
fore being communicated
to anyone. mﬁ Rec'd 2:06 pem., 17th.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

PRIORITY

153, DeEcember 16, 2 p.m.

British Ambassador haos just told me that while
Sophoulis as head of the Libernl Party telegraphed
the King yesterday supporting the proposal to name
the Archbishop as Rezent (see my 150, December 15,
noon) Papandreou unexpectedly failed to concur and
persuaded the Cabinet that a better idea would be to
have & regency council of three composed of the
Arehbishop, Plastircs and Dragoumis, present Under
isinister for Foreign Affairs. 4 telegrom carrying
this recommendation has, therefore, also gone to the
King. It 1s obvious thot if this council of three
were to be set up it would strengthen Papendreou's
chanees of retaining the Premiership since it would
rEmoVE the possibility of competitlon from Plastircs cond
the neming of the Roynlist Drogoumis would appenr to

hove been included as o bait to secure the Ring's

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 11172 acceEptonce.

' By J. Schaubls Date__FEB 1372




-2- #153, December 16, 2 p.m., from Athens via Army

acceptanct. However, both Leeper ond MoelMillan are

much nlarmed ns well ns disgusted at this recrudesence

of political moneuverinz at this eriticol time ond
believe--ng I feel correctly--that passions con now

he enlmed only by the appointment of a single chiel

of stoete enjoying the confidence nf.thz people and

by an act which will completely and plearly remove

the King question from the present pleture {repeated

to Caserta). They have, therefore, telegrophed
Churchill that he should ot nll costs and today, il
possible, persuade the King to appoint the Archbishop

os sole Regent. Meanwhile the battle of Athens continues
with the British forces conscolidating their new reinforce-
ments ot Plroeus end Kalamaki ond preparing on omvard
movement to Athens where at present they remain on the

defensive.

MACVILGH
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 21, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Crisis

You will be interested in the two

attached messages on Greece,

Enclosures:

1. Copy of telegram
no. 11208 from London,
December 18, 1944.

2. Copy of telegram
no. 1804 from Caserta,
December 18, 1944.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By J. Schauble Dute_EEB. § 1972
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- DEPAEIT__MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
. COMMUNICATIONS
: STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

MH-1265 London

This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated December 18, 1944
fore being communicated

to anyone. (NN Rec'd 5:40 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washingteon.

11208, December 18, B p.m.

We discussed today with the Porélgn.0fficec offlclal
directly concerned with CGrecek affalrs the question
of the Regency. He sald the following:

"MacMillan and Leeper wired the Foreign Office that
it was believed in Athens that the appolntment
of the Archblshop of Athens as Regent might bring
ebout a solution of the exlsting crisis. The
idea was put to the King in London, who, however,
ls lukewerm regerding Demesklnos, as he belleves
the latter to be personally ambltious and not
strong enough to sclve the erislia. The King said,
moreover, that he had been recelving messages from
Greek politicians in Athens not to appelnt & Regent.
Foreign Office again communicated with MacMillan,
and Sophoulis then sent 8 message to the King asd-
vocating the appointment of a Regent; and Fapandreou

agreed

DECLASSIFIED
State Depe. Letter, 1.11.72

By J, Schauble Date | EB 9 1972



-2-#11208, December 18, 8 p.m., from London

agreed with the Britlsh in Athens that this was
all right. However, he surreptitiously sent a
message to the King, advising him against the
appointment. The latest development 1s & sug-
gestion in Athens that a Regeney of three be
ereated.

In view of the fact that the King has re-
ceived messages against a Regency, and partice-
ularly in view of Peapandreou's latest message to him, the
Foreign '0ffiee 1ls reluctent to urge the King to
take posltive sctlon regarding the Regency.

Another feature 1s that the King believes
that by appointing s Regent he will damage his
own poslition, and he seys that if Demeskinos
cenncot, es he thinks, solve the crisis, there

would be 1ittle use in eppointing him as Regent.
WINANT

WID



DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
MP-1157 Caserta
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 18, 1944
fore being communicated
to anyone. (v Rec'd 10:06 a.m.

Secretary of State

Washington

1804, December 18, 10 a.m.

It is now reported from Greece that four-fifths
of the mainland is in control ELAS. Athens water supply
is still 1nterrupted and there 1s imminent risk of spread
of typhoid and typhus.

In Crete the military governor states he has the
situation well in hand but there are rumors of posslble

coup d'etat by ELAS,

KIRK
WsB

DECILASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.72

By 3. Schausic puie FEB_ 9 1972
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 21, 1944

MEMORANDUX FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: The Situation in Greece.

Our latest reports from Greece indicate that the
fighting continues bitterly and inconclusively, and that V4
little progress has been made toward a real solution. g

Ambassador MacVeagh, in a telegram from Athens /'
received this morning, reports that telegrams which
various Greek leaders have received from the King "would
appear to indicate that he is once more in one of his
characteristic moods of fatal indecision."

In the circumstances, it seems likely that a message
from you to the King of Greece might be most helpful in
breaking the impesse. We have drawn up a suggested mes-
sage which is incorporated in the attached draft telegrams
to Mr. Churchill and to Ambassador Winant.

If the Prime Minister agrees that the message would
be helpful, he is requested to inform the Ambzssador, who
will then deliver it to the King.

Enclosures:

1. Draft telegram for
2. Draft telegram for Prime Minister Churchill.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Nent Letter, 1.11-72 9 ‘IBT&

By J. Schauble Uaie, FEB_
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DRAFT TELEORAM FOR AMBASSADOR WINANT FROY THE PRESIDENT

Followin® 1s text of o proposed communicntion from me
to the Finr of Sreece. I have telerrarhed the text dipsct
to the Prime Iinister askinz hir to let vou Mnow 1f he con-
siders thet It wonld be helpful to hir in econmnection with
his efferta to find = soclution to the freek crisis, If he
notifies you that 1t would, I should be srateful 1 you
would deliver the messare to the ¥inrg,

QUETE I have been rrofoundly diatressed, and I know how
anxious you must be about the aituaticn which has arisen in
Greece. We sre not diresctly involved in this matter and sre
anxious not te Intrude ourselves into the internsl affeirs of
fireece or of any other of our libernted allies., We have wel-
comed Your Majesty's stetements snd those of your fovarnment
assurlrg the Greesl people that ther shall have full opportunity
to nroncunce themselves as to their future form of Fovernment,
and we have hed full ccnfidence that these pledsmea would be
carried out. TUnhanrily, however, 1t seems evident Crom the
raports which T recelve from fNrecce that thers 1s still wide-
spread confusion on this fasue within the ccuntry. Whether
or not t is confuslon hes been deliberately spread by Your
Majesty's opnonents, it would seem to constitute s very reasl
problem which must be disposed of if ity and order sve to
be restored. I am reluctent at this distence from the scene
to offer whet may apnear to be gratultous sdvice, but it has
seemed to me ircremsingly clear that only a courageous and
ratriotic nction of Your Vajesty could restore conficence
end clesr the way lor succesaful nerctiations. The crant
love we Americens beasr for Greece evboldcna me, therefore,
to express cur hope that you will give most earnest con-
sideration to the recormendations which T understand have
been made to you for the naming of the Archbishop es Regent
of the Crown In freece. It seams to me thet this action
might be particularly efficacious if it were accomnaried by
a realfirmaticn of Your Majesty's intentions sand bv an
assurance that elections will be held at some fixed date, no
matter how far in the future,

My heartfelt sympethy poes to you in these difficult
and unhappy days. UNQUOTE

DECLASSIFIED
BY Deputy Av -l wi-* af thn U.8.
~ a7
BY W, J. cuiware Iinu.u_F__E_L
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DRAFT TELEGRAM TO T™E PRIIE MINISTER FIOM THE PRESIDENT

I am telegraphing to Ambassador Vinant the text of the
measare, quoted below, which I am nuthorizing him to deliver
to the Kinpg ?f Oreece 1f you consider that it would be help-
ful in connectlon with your efforts to find & soclution to the
Greek crisis, If you do think it would help, please notify
the Ambassader who will deliver it to the Kinp, If not, I
should be glad to have your comments and any sumrestions as
to how I might be helpful.

QUCTE I have been profoundly distressed, and I know how
anxicus you must be about the slituatlion which has arisen in
freece, Yie are not directly involved in thla matter and are
anxicus net to Intrude curselves Into the Intermal affairs of
freace or of any other of our liberated allles, e have wel-
comed Your Wejesty's stetements and those of your Covernment
assuring the Areek people that they shall have full oprortunity
to pronounce themselves gs to their future form of movernment,
end we have had full confildence that these pledres would bhe
carried cut. TUnhappily, howesver, it soams evident from the
reporta which I recelve from Treece that there 1ls stlll wide=-
sapread confusion on this issue within the country, ‘hether
or not this confusion hes been deliberately spread by Your
Majesty's opponents, 1t would seem to constitute & very real
problem which must be dlsposed of 1f v ity and order are to
be restored, I am relucktasnt et this distance from the acene
to offer whet may appear to be crotultous advice, but it has
seemed to me Increasingly clear that only & courasrcecus end
patriotic snctlon of Your Majesty could rostore confldence and
clear the way for successful negotistions, The preat love we
Lmericans bear for Gresce emboldens me, therefore, to express
our hepe that you will rive most earmest considerstion to the
recommendetions which I understand have been made to you for
the neming of the Archbishop as Regent of the Crown in Greeca.
It saeema to me that thla action might be particularly effica-
cious if it were accompenled by & reaffirmation of Your
¥a jeaty's Intenticns and by an assurance that electicns will
be held &t some flixed date, no matter how far in the future.

Iy heartfelt sympathy goes to you in these difficult and
unhappy days, TNIUQCTE

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the U.E. 2

FEB -

By W. J. oiumail Daze
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DEFPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Situation

I believe you will be interested in the enclosed
telegrams from Kirk and MacVeagh giving recent develop-

ments in Greece.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of telegram
no. 1837 from Caserta,
December 19, 1944.

2. Copy of telegram
no. 154 from Athens,
December 17, 1344.

- LECTASSIFIED
State Depi, | eiier, 1-11-78

By J. Scheuble Degg [ EB ¥ 1972
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EHARRRNT INCOMING DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS
ANT=-1845 Cnserto LL
This telegram must be
closely poraphraosed be- Dated December 19, 1944
fore being communicated
to cnyone, (G- ) Rec'd 3 p.m., 20th,

Secretary of Staote,

Washington,

1837, December 18, midnight.

It is learned from 0838 sources that Plostiras &nd
Porfyrogenis have Been 8coble cnd stoted thot ZAM ond
Communists weuld cecept Flostirns as Regent, Premier
or aimply na ¢ guaranter of democratic solution of the
crisis ond thot ELAS would withdraw from Attica if the
formotior of o government were necepteble to all prorties,
The gendarmerie ond mountnin brignde would be ordered to
barrocks, the secyrity battolions put in concentrntion
comps, while British troops would keep order. 088 nlso
reports th-t Porfyrogenis further ndded thnt if there
wrs o folr glection and the people cheose the King, the
Communists would_ncnzpt the decision and continue working
within a democrotie fromework, Flostirog expressed
astonishment and satisfaction at moderate attitude of
the Left, but zgreed thot Scoble hnd no alternctive but to

cnrry out orders and proceed to n genercl offensive,

DECLASS 4 Reyallat

aTFTED
Btate Deni 1107, M#-EB 9 \9,??.




-2- #1837, December 19, Midnight, from Caserta.

A4 Noyalist source contncted by 0S5 condemna the
present hends-off policy of the United Stotes, csserting
thet most American correspondents and 085 representntives
were pro-Leftist. Other Rightist and conservative liberals
ore circulating stories thot if Ameriean troops hnd been
employed, ELaS would have been more brutally erushed
than by British, staoting that the imericans in Fraonce
and Belgium had killed 40,000 civilians. These some
gources rre reported not to favor o Regency under the
Lrchbishop whom they consider to be pro-c<lil.

Other reports from Americcn sources Ore that the
British have artillery on the Leropolis but hove requeated
" that the press not rfeport it. Also thot British propognnda
contends that the actions of ELLS cre preventing Red Cross
digtribution wherens in fact trucks have been segen bearing
Red Cross insignie transporting Greek Government troops
and other Red Cross trucks presumably used by ZIL.S have
been machine gunned by British or Greek Government forces.

_ 4t Florina o mags meeting on December 15 demanded

that UNRRL toake over relief and that the British leave

GreeEceE.

KIRK



EPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
(A
cCc=1712 LtheEna
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased bee Dated December 17, 1944
fore being communiceted
to anyonc, (S Ree'd 1:45 m.m. 20th

3coretary of State,

Washington,

154, December 17, 1 p.m.

The Eing's reply to his Government, received
yesterdey, wes to the effect (see cmbassy's Noe 153 December
16, 2 p.m.) that he is not (repeat not) convinced
that o regency is necessary. This reply eprnears to have
been owling, at least in part, to the fact that the
Cobinet's telegram included, along with the suggestion
of a council of three, a statement (unknown to the
British Ambassador yvesterday) that the !linisters were
themaelves not(repeat nect) in favor of & regency and
were moking their sugzestlion only because the British
desired such a solution, On receipt of the King's onswer,
lir, Leeper and lir, !facilillan conferred last night with
the Lrchbishop and Mr,., fapandreou, end the last named
promised that he would te (#) 1t is the Greek Government's
desire that the regency be conferred on the Archbishop,
Mr, Leeper is hopeful that this will have the desired
effect, but telegrams which I understand on good cuthority

DECT.ASSTFTED
Btate Doni. siter, 1.11-T8 that the

By J. Schaubla Date FEB ys 19?2

e
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-2-#154, December 17, 1 p.m, from fithens

that the King has sent to other persons here, including
Mp, Caphandaris end even General Plastiras, would
anngar to indicate that he is once more in one of his
charocteristic moods of fatal indeeislion,

Meanwhile General Scobie has told the ELLS that
there can be o cessaticn of hostilities only if the
latter?s "regular" forces from the provinces will with-
draw outside limits of Attica and the "eity reserves"
(about 10,000 see my 140, Deremder 11, 3 p.m.) lay down
their arms end so for ELLS hes indicated willingness
to occeont first of these terms but hos made no mention of
the second while cormunic (#) own. British Embassy
feels thot ELLS morale noy be weckening though this is
nct apperent in the fighting. According to same source
Lrehbishop is now inclined should he be mede regent (see
my 150 of December 15, noon) not (repeat not) to meke
any change in governnment until Scobie's terms ore acoepted
and thereafter to cell General Plastirns to the Premier-
ship with Sophoulis cnd Papandreou ca Vice Preniers form-
ing rest of Cobinet after receiving recommendations of
o council of all political chiefs and resistonce lecders,
Mr. Leeper says that with appeasrance of Britlsh re-
inforcements the leaders of the Right here seem to

be hoping



-3~ #154, December 17, 1 p.m. from Athens

be hoping that British will carry their battle for

them throughout whole of Greece but he emphasized to

me that British intend only to protect Athens and
thereafter by 81l means possible to effect conelllatlion.
He confirmed my information that trouble still seriously
threatens in Saloniks snd Patras but that he hopes and
expeets 1t will not develop if matters here can be com-
posed soon along lines of present effort (repeated
Caserta) however ELAS forces have attacked already
Indian units north of Gulf of Patras and these units

have evacuated after suffering some casualtles.

MACVEIGH %

(#) Apparent omlssion has been serviced

WSB
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D&IPAHTH ENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 23, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Situation

You will be interested in the enclosed telegrams
from Kirk and MacVeagh reporting recent developments
in the Greek situation. You may wish to notice par-
ticularly MacMillan's reference, as reported by Kirk,
to Mr. Churchill's "king mania".

e ol
/f/‘Z‘MHr;

1. Copy of telegram
no. 1872 from Caserta,
December 22, 1944.

2. Copy of telegram
no. 168 from Athens,
December 20, 1944.

Enclosures:

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.74
IrJthmu.n“hEEE_ 1972



_ fwﬂ'HTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF

OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
ALH=-668 Caserta
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated December 22, 1944
fore being communicated
to anyone. RN Rec'd 11:59 p.m.

Secretary of State

Washington

1872, December 22, midnight

~SPOP-SEGRET FOR THE SECRETARY

MacMillan called at this office before his
return to Athens yesterday., He stated he had re-
turncd to Caserta for only a few hours in order to
confer with Alexander and discuss with him the
present status of the situation in Greece. He
added that he was discouraged as to prospects of a
peaceful settlement. He said there has already
been wide destruction and fairly lerge loss of life
in the Greek capital. He sald that thanks to the
restrictions on circulation in Athens, the true
pleture had not yet gotten to the outside world.
In his opinion et the moment it looked as though a
military solution was the only feasible thing at
this time., MacMillan said that he was disgusted

with the attitude taken by the King in this matter

and spoke
DECT.ASTTFIED
Btate Doepi Letier, 1-11-T2

By J. Schauble Date EER 9 1972




«2« #1872, Decgmber 22, midnight from Caserta

and spoke with nnht:hpﬁ of the dliplicity ahd leck

of character shown by Greek leaders wiﬁh whom he

has been dealing in the past 10 days. He commented
that he regretted that Churchill was not more firm
in his representations to the King and in discussing
the Greek affair steted impatiently "Winston insists
on retaining his King mania".

MacMillan went on to say that he, of course,
regretted the Secretary's statement on Greece but
insisted that he was grateful for our sympathy with
regard to the British position in the Greek dilemma..
The Britlish Resldent Minlster asserted that he did
not know how things would work out but that he was
thinking of establishing some sort of a commlttee
Embodying all Greek parties to be presided over by
the Archbishop of Athens or possibly General
Plastiras as a solution in the matter. He made it
clear, however, that he was not at all certain that
such a plan was practicable.

MacMillan was tired end harrassed and in dis-
cussing the Greek situastion and other Balken problems
stated that "the war has been going on too long and
pecple are tired. There 1s no use foollng ourselves,

WE are not as good ss We WEre 5 years ago".

KIRK
MJF
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izl INCOMING DIVISION OF
COMMUNICATIONS

AND RECORDS

OF

STATE TELEGRAM

MB=552 Athens

This telegram must be

elosely paraphrased be=- Dated December 20, 1944
fore being communicated £

B0 ONYONE: e Rec'd 5350 pem., 22nd

Secretary of State,

Washington.

168, December 20, 4 p.m.

In connection with fact that no (repect no) reply
has yet been received from King (see my 164 of December 19,
8 pem.) my British colleague has just told me that the
Prime Minister while telegraphing his recommendation
allowed members of cabinet to telegraph individually
as well and that a host of political figures here both
great and small outside present government have also sent
personal messages so that King as usual hes been deluged
with advice. Leeper says he "knows" that besides that
Social Democrat papandreou, Liberals Sophoulis Caphandaris
andSophianopoulos the Agrarian Mylonas and the Independent
Isatsos all recommended Archbishop's appointment and
that in addition Svolos of EAM is personally in faver of
it while Porphyrogennis Communist has indicated to
Plastiras Denizelist that "the left" would welcome 1t,
Hence it can only be that such advice as King has received
against it derives from the popular party now apparently

DECLASSIFIED reunited in
Btate Dept. | stter, 11170

By J. Schable Dete___FEB 9 1972




=2« 168, December 20, 4 Pells,y from Athens

reunited in support of royalism, This group and the
King® stubborn preference for the interestz of his
dynasty over all other considerations in this country
seem threatening now to extend indefinitely the present
deplorable struggle. Mr. Leeper feels that at any
moment the EILAS may agree to General Scobies terms after
which o pelitical conference will immediately have to be
called and points out that the left will certainly not
agree to come to a conference held under any auspices
but those they feel they can trust. MaeMillan has gone
to Italy to consult with Alexander and Leeper is laying
urgently before the Foreign Office this danger of & break=-
down of & possible military settlement owing to fallure
to supply machinery acceptable to both sides for working

out a political solution.
MACVIACH

Jus
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/PEP“HTME”T INCOMING DIVISION OF

COMMUNICATIONS

STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
GEM=1433 Lithene
This telegrom must be .
closely poraphrosed bee Doted December 26, 1944
fore belng communicoted .
to onyone . Sk ) Rec'd 10:45 cume, 27th.

Secretory of Stote,

Weshington,.

MOST IMMEDL.TE

FOR THE HESEEH?

185, December 26, 7 p.is

I hove Just come from o meeting colled by
Mre. Churchill ond cttended by representotive Greek
lecders of cll foctions including the resursents for
purpese of storting negotictions for the composition
of politienl differences underlying present troubles.
MrT Eden, Field Nrrshal Alexcnder ond Mre Moellillan
WEre 0lso present cnd I attended os on obsgrver ot
Churchill's invitction clong with French Minister ond
Chief of Russinn Militory Mission there being no other
United Nnticona revresentotives in lL.thens,

Churchill n~de o firm but very friendly snecch
stnting thot British troops originclly enre here to
fight the Germcns under arrengenent with you ond Mrrshol
Stelin but thot developments hod corpelled them to inter-
VENE in o Greek struggle to save the peeple from

1FCLASSIFIED destruction,

State Dept, Letter, 1“"’
aydﬂﬂnﬁhnﬂg_.__.u 1972



-2~#185, December 26, 7 pam., from Athens,

destruction. He said thot Genersl Scoblels militory
terms for cecsing fire must be nccepted but erphrsiged
thet Britain wonts nothing here for herself but only
the welfare of the country, the continucnce of Inglo=
Greek friendship ond moat-fovored-notion trectment

for her trode. He reiterated his recent stotement
mrnde in London to effect thot whether Grecece hos o
republic or & moncrchy is o matter for Greeks olone to
decide. Finally he scid thoet Britoin wonts to see
Greece united free ond prosperous toking her ploce in
the Councils of United Notions in o menner worthy of
Greeks who broke the Itnlian power and fought so brovely
~peinst Germeny "I bDeseech you to believe me; I speck
in the name of His Mo jesty's Government".

Both the Prime liinister, Mro Popondreou,cnd the
insurgents who included Sicntos, Cormunist lecder,
expressed cpprecintion of Churchillls initictive ond
following these prelimincries Churchill turned neeting
over to the Greels with Lrchbishop in the choir ond
British topether with foreign observers withdrew, The
Greeks ore still conferring ond it is not (repent not)
to be expected thot opreement on o "Govermment of
Genercl Confidence! which the insurgents hove olleged

to be






DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 26, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Situation

The enclosed telegram from MacVeagh gives
further information in regard to the critical mili-

tary situation of the British in Athens as of

December 22.

Enclosure:

Copy of telegram DECLAGSIFIED
no. 175 from Athens, = Nept Letter, 1-1178

Tecember 22: 191!":5‘ ml‘wmﬂ 0 19?2

=
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T’&EEHENT INCOMING CD::lSION OF
UNICATIONS

T § ; GRA
PR ELE M AND RECORDS
..8B=1051 Lthens via Lrmy
This telegrem must bLE C
closely peraphrosed DE= Doted December 22, 1944
fore being communiccoted I
to cnyone. (N Rec'd 3355 pamle, 24th

Secretory of Stote,

Weshington

175, December 22, Noon

Lecording to my Dritish collecgue this worning,
no (repeat no) cdvonces heove been mede toword o
solution of the present trouble here in /[thens since
my lost telegroam on this subject (Noe 168 of DECELDET
20, 4 peme)s No word has come from elther the King
or EL.S headquartcrs. MNeanwhile bitter sporcdlie
fighting continues ond the gextent to which the British
heve so for underestincted both the slze of thelir

v nilitory tesk and the spirit of the opposition hos

becone clecr from informotlcn now pelecsed regording
the capture of the I..F headguerters in Kephissia
December 20, Locoted for the most part in comfortoble
suburban hotels twelve miles from town in EI;B'hcld
territory, this lorge cdninistroative formotion, compria=-
ing some 650 officers ond men, wos not (repeat not)
withdrown when the trouble started, ond o rellcf

DECLASSIFIED codunn
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72
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=2~ #175, December 22, Noon, from .thens via .pruy

column arrived only cfter o siege of severcl doys
when it wos too lote to sove more then 100 from decth
or copture, The final assault on the hecdguarters
was portiecipated in by women and children throwing
grencdes, The prisoners hove been talken to the
mountoins,

The British clein to hove mode some progress
"clearing" the Piraeus, but after necrly three weeks
of fighting, the EL.S still controls four-fifths of
Lthens, For several doys past, it hos been cctively
dynomiting apertment houses oand other bulldings to
form barricodes and onti=tank defenses in the princincl
streets, while British pguns ond plones continue to
pound bullt-up crecs in town ond in the suburba,
Members of the EL.S howve openly bocsted tht they
will turn ..thens into cnother Stalin;rnd! ond 1t
would cppeor thot if some such fote, reletively
speaking, is not to befoll this misereble city, cither
many more British reinforcenents, especially infontry
to ocecupy "eleared" arecs, must come in, or o ccmposition,
facesaving to both sides, must be orrived ot without
ruch further delay.

Repented to Consertao,

MLCVELGH
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GEM-1E76 fthens

This telegram must be i
closely porcphrosed be= Deted December 27, 1944
fore being communicoted i

to anyone, (SRS Rec'd 7:10 n.me, 28the

Secretnry of State,

Washington.

U.S. URGENT

.

FOR THE PRESIDENT

190, December 27, 7 P

I communicoted your messoge this morning to
Mr., Churchill, who ocxpressed his appreciction, ond
this nfternocon, hod o long telk with him, He is
clearly deeply disturbed over the situction here, ond
its dongers for British prestige ond his own position,
but is nlso determined to porsist in militory opera-
tions until /thons ond its surroundings croc clocred,
unless the prescnt Grock negotintions for o scttle-
ment of the Govermmentnl issuo, which he himselfl
set in motion yestorday, bring cbout cn corlier necepg-
ance of Genercl Scobie's terms, Lfter thot ho appoars
to be thinking of the possibility of composing motters

in the

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 11173

By J. Schaable Date___EEB 9 137
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-2-#190, December 27, 7 p.m., from ,thona,

in the reat of Greece through the medium of o
commission of the three grcat powers, somewhere
nlong the lines of my suggestion to yau_in my letter
of December 8, He showed himself to me, both yester-
dey and todey, to be resentful of Americon pross
criticism of his Greeck policy ond deeply disappointed
over what he feels to be our Governmentts lock of
understanding of his attitude and its failure to
support him, I asked him if he wanted me to send you
any messoge ond he replied "tell him thot I hope he
ean help us in some waye. Ve want nothing from Groeco.
We &onlt went her airfields or her herbors = only o
foir share of her trode, e don'tt want hor islonds.
We've got Cyprus onyhow, ‘Wo come in hore by opEroees
ment with our illics to chase the Germons out ond then
found thot we hnd to fight to keop the peoople here in
Athens from being mossccrod. Now 1f we con do that
properly - ond we will - 0ll we woent is to got out of
this domned ploco.”

While I wos tolking with him word come in from
the /rchbishop thot the Insurgents insist on o rogeney
as n prerequisito for continuing convoractions ond

thot the other mombors of the conforonco initinted

yesterdoy but
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DEPARTMENT QOF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 8, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Greek Situation

I believe you will be interested in the enclosed
telegram from Kirk reporting Field Marshal Alexander's
reluctant compliance with Churchill's instructions
to send further reinforcemente to Greece.

ll.'
Enclosure: k
Copy of t-alaaam

Foioll e

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Lettor, 11199
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OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

M5-509 Coaserts

This telegram must be

closely parephrased be- Deted Jenuery 6, 1945

fore being communicated

te anyone, (WINENE) Rec'd 11:05 pem, .

Secretary of State,

Washington, .

wim—

§1, Januery 6, 7 p.m. .

FOR THE SECRSTARY NO DISTRIBUTION,

Field Marshall Alexander just before his deperture
for Greece three days ago manifested considerable Lnnoy -
ance to his intimote collabor:stors ot AFHQ with regord
to insistance of Churchill that further reinforcements
should be sent to Greece, . Although the militery position
in the Athens -- Pirseus ares hos improved considerably,
situstion remains unchanged throughout the country and
at Patras, ELAS forces huve concentreted outside the
town aree and ere conducting themselves in o menacing
manner, Alexender who is still in Athens yesterday very
reluctantly ordered substential further reinforerements
to be sent to the Patras area, . For recsons of security,
I shall not go into deteil as to numbers cnd source of
these new forces but I assume thot our militery authori-

ties at AFHQ will keep War Department fully informed,

KIRK
DECLAS: Ividu
WMB State Dept, Letter, 1-11-72

s FEB v 1972
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 11, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Greek Situation

There is enclosed a copy of a telegram from Winant
reporting that Eden informed him on January 10 that he
hoped the situation in Greece would be cleared within

forty-eight hours.
\_\/W ;

Acting Secretary of State

Enclosure:

Co of tal
p]r as.rl..ondun,
.Ia.mza.ry 1

DECLASSIFIED
Blate Dept. Letter, 11174

By J. Schauble Date_tEB_ 9 1972
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COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

NCB=14G62 London
This tolegrom must be
closely perophrosed be- Deted Jenuary 10, 1945,

fore being communicoted
to anyone. ﬂ Rec'd 5:29 p.m,
Secretary of State,

Washington.

US URGENT
937, Januory 10, 10 p.mr.
PERSON.LL ..ND WY TO THE SECHET.RY.
Todoy Eden told me thot he hoped that the
situation in Greece would be clecred within the next
Tforty=-eight hours.

I think you would alsc be intecrecsted in my 358,
January 10, which is a paraphrase of ¢ TOP SECRET

message sent by Bripadier MocLeon from Belprade to

the Foreign Office. Sent ond received January 9,
WIILNT
LS

DECLARSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.7:

b s R 1972
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 15, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOE THE PRESIDENT

Subject: %ﬁtter to the President from
o e Hellenes.

I have received your memorandum of March 9, 1945,
asking that a reply be prepared for your signature to
a meseage from the King of the Hellenes transmitted
to you by the Greek Ambassador on December 19, 1944.

You may recall that on December 23, 1944, you
sent a telegram to the Eing, the text of which is at-
tached for your convenience. While the Department
was not then aware of the King's earlier message, I
believe that your telegram constituted en adecusate
rerly thereto and that no further reply is necessary.

If you agree, I ehall be glad to notify the Greek
Ambassador orally that a message was sent to the Kin
following your receipt of his letter.

Enclosures:

/
1. Text of telegram /
to the Eing, of Greece,
December 25, 1944.
2. Note from the Greek Ambassasdor
transmitting letter 1o the President
from the King of the Hellenes.

DRECLARSIFTED
Mhm.!ﬁﬂrﬂ IE
By 3. Schable Duse_FEB 9 B







TELT OF TELEGRAM FROM THE FRESIDENT
T0 THE EING OF OREECE, DECEMBER 28, 1944.

I have been profoundly distressed, and I know how
anxious you must be sbout the situation which has arisen in
Greece, We are not directly involved in thias matter and
are anxious not to intrude ourselves into the internal af-
fairs of Greece or of eny other of ocur liberated allies.

Ye have welcomed your statements and those of your Govern-
ment essuring the Greek people that they shall have full
opportunity to pronounce themselves as to thelr future form
of government, and we have had full confidence that these
pledges would be carried out. Unhappily, however, it seems
avident from the reports which I receive from Greece that
there is still widespread confusion on this issue within

the country. Whether or not this confusion has been deliberate-
ly spread by your opponents, it would seem to constitute e very
real problem which must be disposed of if unity and order are
to be reatored. I am reluctant at this distance from the
scene to offer what may appear to be gratuitous advice, but it
has seemsd to me inoreasingly clear that cnly & couragecus
and patriotic aotion on your part could restore confidence
and clear the way for successful negotiations. The great
love we Americana bear for Greece emboldens me, therefore, to
express our hope that you will give favorable consideration

to the recommendations which I understand have been made to
you for the naming of the Archbishop as Regent of the Crown
in Greeca, It seams to me that this action might be par-
ticularly efficacious if it were accompanied by a reaffirma-
tion of your intentions and by an assurance that elections
will be held at some fixed date, nmo matter how far in the
future.

My heartfelt sympathy goes to you in these difficult
and unhappy deys.

DECLASSIFIED

£ Lk B.3
By Depaty Arobiviet of "R
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ROYAL GREEE FEMBABSY

Washington, D. C.
Degamber 19, 1944

No, 4599

Ky dear General:

I beg to enclose herewith & message
addressed by H. k. the King of the Hellenes
to the Fresident, end I would be much obliged
to you if you would be kind enough to trans-
mit it to its high destination.

Fleese accept, my dear General, the

asaurances of my highest consideration.
k.. a5
=

la jor General Edwin Watson
The White House
Washington, D. C.



ROYAL GREER KMBARRY

& Messege from His Majesty the King of the Hellenes:

The tragle viciasitudes the Greek pecple are golng
through today and mention of my neme in connection with
the news relative thereto compell me to bring to the
attention of the Fresident of the United States, the
following elements pertinent to the situation:

In whatever I was able to eccomplish as the leader
of my people during the present war, I had not and do
not now have any desire other than to bhring the Greek
peorle back to a normel political life, so that they
might enjoy in full freedom the blessings of the peace,.
With this in view, I declared from the first moment that
I too, would ebilde by its sovereign will. I agread not
to return to my country without previcusly consulting my
Government, though I had the happiness of leading Greece
to wictory through so many difficulties. I further
Bgreed not to ralse the issue of my return at a moment
when the entire Greek pecple were celebrating their
freedom. And I asgreed also to form all my cabinets in
exile from persons well known for their entl-monarchical
cepinione, in the hope that I would contribute to the
general appessement. Instesd of this, unfortunately, an
organized minerity to whom the Allies had furnished arms
in order to fight the Germans, used them immediately upon
the liberation of the country, siming at the violent
usurpation of authority, and disruption of the Covernment
composed of all parties, after the agreement of Lebanon.
A1l the political parties of the land backed by & hvge
popular majority, with the exception of the Communists,



=8=

are today confronting the rebels. The British forces,
which from the very first declared their intention not

to interfera in our internsl rifts, were compelled, in
the face of Communist refusel to surrender thelr arms,

to intervene reluctently in order to protect the legliti=-
mate government and to preserve opder in an .illied held
territory. OConsegquently the present contest iz waged

not about any person or party, but as to whether or not
the @uerrilla groups, which had been armed by the Allies
themselves to fight the enemy, have the right to lmpose
by force the government and the country and to reméln
armed as an independent power within the 3tate; whether
in other words, democratic freedom is to be real or not.
I do not wish to express an opinion as to whether of not
Allied poliey should secure to the liberated countries
the reestablishment of their real freedom. PEut concern-
ing Greece, there is a special obligetion which cannot

be overlooked, nemely, that the guerrilla bands were
armed by the Allies,themselves, while the rest of the
people for obvious ressons, remsin unarmed. It ls not,
therefore, permissible for thess people to be left at the
merey of the minority armed by the Allies. The Fresident
will readily understand my deepest disappointment when I
hear of the charge expressed here and in the United
States that both I and the British Government are seeking
to impose a definite form of government in Greece. I
agree to whatever assurance or guaranty may be asked for
the asgarteinment of the genuine will of the Greek people.
But that which no true democrat can acdept is that en
armed minority impose in advapce its will upon the



government of the country or on me., I am resdy to make
any personal scorifice, provided it is for the bepefit of
my people and is freely asked by them., Today all the

ma jor political parties sre on my side in this poliey,
and Kr. 3ophoulis, leader of the Liberal narty, who is
known for his entl-monarchical stand, notified me a
while ago that he seeks my intervention for the exercise
of my constitutional prerogatives for the settlement of
the political situation. I intend, on the termination
of the present crisis, to form an all-paerty government ,
for a pleblscite and free elections,

I bring these matters to the attention of the
President in the certainty that his personal preatige
will assist me and my country in dispelling the misunder-
standing which I find existing in the United 3tetes, to
the detriment of the national poliey which I am endesvor-
ing, in the nidst of infinite diffieulties, to put into

operation in Greece,
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L P Shipto Greece

President Roosevelt yeslerday
| bresented the Greek government
AN American-buift patral hoat ax

A lend-lease token of this coun-
try's hope and praver for an early|
dawn of liberation for the stary-
Ing peoples of Greece, |
In turning over the slesk 173

[ foot vessel to Greek Ambassador!
Cimon P. Diamantopoulos AL cere-
monies in the Navy TYard, the|
rPre.sidznt sald Greece today Is a,

“land of desolation, siripped bare
of all the esesntinls of living" and)|
{8 “gaunt and haggard example of |
what the Axis s so eager and |
willing to hand to all the world,”!

Fighting on Other Shores

"But within their own land and|
upon other shores,” he said, “the|
Greeks are fighting on. They will!
never be defeated. I

"And the day will come when
liberated Greeks will again main.
taln their own government within
the shadow of the Acropolis and
the Parthenon.*

The craft, to be manned by a

Greek crew and used to combat
Axls submarines, wus christened
King George II for the present
head of the Greek state.
The King. now in Egyvpt des
cribed the transfer In a Mmessage
to Mr. Roosevelt s & reaffirma
tion of the bonds of triendship
between the two nations,

e —

LEP, Ceremony By Archblshop ]

A Fighting Ship for a Fighting Nation | After Diamantopouios accepted.

. ‘ * [the pocket-sired warship, the com.'

Cimon P. Diamontopoulos, Greek ambassador 1o the U, 8., strides aboard the nevwy anti- manding officer of the American
submarine patrol boat turned over to the Greek government by President Roosevelt here crew ordered ué. s;mﬂmqtsmpﬂ
resterday under Lend-Lease arrangements. m 1:3:3 %I ;{Lt Rl‘:r f;:;
o bishop Anthenagoras of the Greek

Orthodox church., concluded ihe
ceremony with benediction and
the ancient rite of “bathing” the
new vesss],

Vessels of similar 1vpe were pre-
sented as outright wifia to the
Rovernments of Norway and The
Netherlands, but Congress later
[#tipulated that no ships could be
Ilransfﬂ-rm except by lendlease,
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