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MEMORANDUM_FOR MISS TULLY:

I am transmitting herewlth a sealed communlcatlon
addressed to the President by the American Ambassador near
the Government of OGreece, whioch has been recelved in the

Department by diplomatiec pouch from the Amerlocan Embassy

at Calro.
George T. Summerlin
Chief of Protocol
Encloaure:

Sealed communication.



near the government of
Greece

Cairo, Egypt
Detober 15, 1944
Dear Franklin:

I feel somewhat overdue in writing this, so much
hes happened since I last wrote, and since my brief talk
with you in washington. Eu‘t.- you will understand that T
have felt reluctant to bother you at this time, when you
must be even more busy than ever, if thst is possible,
with this campeign on your hands in which the hopes of
all of us are so deeply involved.

To my last letter about the Balkans you replied,
mihat & messi® As I write now, the Russians have entered
Yugoslevia, apperently more as & part of the development
of thelr cumpelgn against Hungary then as a prelude to
over-running Yugoslaviu, (though that may come later,)
end the eivil war between Tito's forces und the Serbian
irreccncilables under Wichuilovich seems developing
favorebly to Tito, who, while accepting such mssistence
from the British as they neve been able to give, is more
and more openly turning vo Moscow for guldance. Tt is
hard to see what influence in yvugoslevia the mritish are

going to be able to retuin when the smoke clears away, if,

The rresident,
The White House



a8 seems to be the czuse, they huve built up Tito only

to have him serve in the end as a Russian tool, aund in so
doing have rauvored the croats, who promptly ylelded to
Germany at the moment of invesion, and have deserted the
Serbs, who did all the fighting at that time. wr. churchill,
now in Moscow, muy agree with stalin on the composition of
4 new Yugoslav Govermnment, but it seems certain that such
& government will be even further to the left than the
present cne, and thereafter, if communism mekes good its
hold 1in Yugoslavia, Russia need do little more than to
stand by and wateh the liguidsticn of the elements in the
sociel structure which are dengerous to her interests. Tt
may be said that the result should be tevorable to peace
in our time, as enabling the Russians to return their armies
to thelr own country fairly soon, to help in much-needed
reconstruction withowut fear of frontier menace to her way
of life; and 1t would seem that similar results are being
sought in other countries, through the clever use of gom-
munism a8 a4 solvent, all along the eritical crescent from
Rige to Istenbul., But the experience involved for the
smell states ccncerned seems only too likely to be paintul
in the extreme, and allowing for ell differences of
geography and national character, we must, T fear, see the
future of Yugoslavia somewhat in the light of that of
Foland, which is not encouraging to Westerners sympathetic
with human suffering. Purthermcre, (which may touch our
VWesterners even more closelyl) the establishment of such a

central and Southeastern Furopean zone as would be, in

Fussian



Russlan minds, as friendly to Russie us to other
countries, would seem likely, through the probable
eliminetion or suppression of the classes possessed of
western trade affiliations, to provide Russis with un=-
parelleled cpportunities for commercial expansion; and
thua the upshot of the agreement not to establish zones

of influence or cordons saintaires along Russiats periphery,

may, through the instrumentality of communism, favored by
conditions of wer-time fatigue and collapse, end in the
virtual 1f not nominel annexation to the Soviet tnion of
an imperis]l domaein of some hundred million soculs.

To turn to Greece, that country is, of course,
egonomicelly the quite useless vermltorm appendix of
South Eastern Furope. Our State Department doesn't even
regerd it as Puropean, and includes it under the Office
of the Near Fast and ifrica. The greeks themselves, when
leaving jthens for Baden-Beden or Riarritz, telk of "going
to Europen. But it is nevertheless & part of Eurcpe, and
its people are definitely Furcpesn in background and
psychology (if not wholly in blood), as I have had ocecasicn
to realize foreibly when talking with Greek i1slanders only
a few hours after conversations with Turks in Asias yinor.
Greece is now belng "liberated™ by & few cautlicus Rritish
followlng up the retreating Cermans, &nd being weloomed by
orowds bearing the Red flag. She is not, strietly speaking,
on the Russian periphery, and T have no doubt that the
realistio Stalin recognizes the realism of Britain's

strategic interest in her position in the Aegean Sea.

Nevertheless,



Nevertheless, subversive sococlul forces are continuing to
operate powerfully in greece todey, and are recelving the
open sympathy of Moscow, if not its aetive support. T
therefore still feel that, however the Russiasn government
may formally keep hands off, the greece cf the future is
golng to be very different from the greece we have known
in the pest. The social order there has been relstively
steble these last hundred years., The great greek problems
of our time have been purely political, revolving almost up
to the outbreak of this war around the old issue of royalism
vs, Venlzelism, which harks back to 1617. all efrorts in
the 1930's to bring to the polls more vital and immediate
questions then this politico-perscnal cleavage fuiled dias-
mally. But tna‘war, and to some extent the Metaxist
dictatorship which wes swept away in i1t, has now done what
aspiring young would-be-statesmen could never do, greece
is now clearly oconscicus of issues which never troubled
King Constantine or Venlizelos, and greek revolutions are
likely, from now on, to wear, at least to some degree, &
sooiel aspect. This makes the question of the King's re-
turn & good deal less vital, except to him and his family,
thaen it would have been in times gone by, when the dynasty
was of real influence in the country. Russia, probably
playing u deeper geme, dcesn't seem to care wnsthe; he re-
turne or not, and even Britain appears to reslize that be-
neath and behind the window-dressing which he represents,
the new growth of class-oonsclousness and proletarianism

has altered the whole aspeot of the problem of retaining

British
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British control. These forces have ulready reised their
heads openly onge, - in the recent greek mutiny in the
Middle East, - and Russis may be well content with the
strength they then revealed. ,Aguin, she has only to
watch while the trends of the time work for her, - while
forces which the bolshevik revolution set in motion years
ago explelt post-war conditions for the spread of Russian
influence. As the Soviet Winister said to me here cone
day (he was speaking of Egypt, but the parallel is clear),
"They are terribly afrald or me here lest I engage in sub-
versive activity. But T intend doing nothing of the sort.
I don't have to. (Conditicns in the country itself will
do &ll that is necessary.n

Paurenthetlieclly, I realize that Yugoslavia, - and
Greece to &n even greater extent, - are very amell potatoes
8till in the typlecsl imeriean view of foreign aftrairs. But
I should like to stress once more my belief that eventuslly
whet goes on in the Baulkans and the Near East generally will
have to be recognized as of prime importance to us despite
the fuct that the countries involved are small and remote.
Here both the French Revolution and the Nazi Revolution
have made their most dangerous bids to ereck Fnglend's
empire and pick the lock of world dominion. No ome can
say for certain, of course, that the Fmpire or the rfzars,
which has now become the Wmpire of the Soviets, will make
a similer attempt in ite turn, but the faet remeins that, -
a8 I have presumed to emphasize in my previous letters, -

Fussian interests are clearly tending to ocross with Britainrs

in
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in this reglon even now. Nor is this all. 7Tvidence
is equally plain right here of Rritain's inability to
defend alone her Empire agsinst powerrul pressure under
conditions of modern war. T doubt i in any otner part
of tue world 1t ocen appear so clearly as here, = along
its prinocipal artery, - that, militarily speaking, the
British Empire is anachronistic, perrect ror the
eighteenth century, impossible for the twentieth. Every
day brings its eviaence of weakness and dispersicn, or
consequent opportunism, and depenaence on jmerica's
mucleasted strength. No one, 1 reel, can keep his eyes
end ears open here and fall to belisve that the Iuture
meintenasnce of the Fmpire depends on how far Fngland
econsents to frame her foreign poliey in agreement with
vaeshington, &nd how raer we in our turn realize where
thet Fmpire, sc imp rtant to our own security,is most
immediately menzced. British fumbling in the Balkans,
fears of what may happen in Palestine, uneasiness as to
Syriz, doubts regerding Turkey, and alerm over growlng
Soviet interest in Iram, Saudl prabie, Tgypt and the
whole North jfriecen coast, together with the faoct that
it was only through jmericats productive strength being
thrown into the balance that Rommel's threat to thls
reglon was defeated, all seem to me to teach the same
lesson in their verying degrees.

Put let me return to my muttons. T quoug below &
part of & recent highly recommended report by one of our

seoret agents of the 0S5, which confirms my view of what

existing



exlsting trends are doing to our traditionally politioal
and ideoclogieally dorment little country of greece:

"The movement oreated by F/M can only be re=
garded as & full-fledged revolution. nrne cannot
conceive the situation otherwise.

*The EAM movement dominates, There ocn be no
question or rafranains it. The ideclogy it repre-
sents and the interests connected with it are so
vitul thit a compromise (i.e. with the traditional
order) is the most that can be hoped for.

"British political memoeuvering has failed, and
it can only be sauld that the populmee will no
longer tolerate it. F¥nglend hes lost ground and
will not be uble to regain it in the future."

It is my bellef thut the present (Fapandrecu) Govern-
ment of greece, with its socolal demcoratic leanings, will
attempt to affect such & compromiee, - such &n accommoda=
tion of new wine to old bottles, - as the above report
states to be the only hope. Put It remsins to be seen
whether it can do this and survive - or even survive at
all, whatever i1t attempts. 4s things stund today,
immediate developments in Greece can hardly be guessed
at, leust of all by cne outside the country. I hope,
however, to be in .ithens soon myself, and my next letter
may be more definite.

Affectlonately yours,

Q-ALL&L M }Mé’fé#j; dol
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As I have feared for many months, = it almost happened in EBgypt,

Deer Franklin:

as you know, = the disoiplinary British and the unruly Greeks have at last
come to blows., Morsover, in trying to do what they aim to do here, nemely,
to "keep order" and "protect constitutional government” with the small
forces at their dispoesl, the Sritish would appear to have got a bear by the
tail. Pighting has been going on between the Hritish and the guerrillas
sines early morning the day before yesterday, and the British staff thinks
the operation may last = long time, If 14 does, I very much fear for health
conditions, ss many of the dead ars not being buried, and not only are re-
lief supplies held up, but weter-rationing hae been abandoned and the
Herathon Lake, 2lready dangerously low, may soon be drained. In the higher
parts of town there ig already no municipal water, for lack of electricity
to run the pumos, and the faw old welle available are not safe. Meenwhils,
freas around and in Athens which were clearsd of guerrilla bande yeeterday
must be cleered sgain today because of reinfiltration during the night, and
enipers are everywhers. Two men of the "loysl" Greek Mountain Brigade, token
by the guerrillas, wers recaptured yeeterday murning wita tneir eyesn sougca
out (tnle 1e not a rumor, out tne statoment of a member of the British staff),
A

The Pﬂ'idlntp
The White Housa,
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A German named Werner was captured firing a heavy machine gun for the
guerrillas, and other Germans, Italiane and Bulgars are among the few
prisoners taken.

Though German and communist instigation and leadership exist in thie
affair, howsver,and though primal and ugly Balkan paselons have rieen again
to the surface here (as witness the eye-gouging), there are other factors
which are of greater importance and bode worse for the future. There can
be no question that thousands of the BLAS and EAM are genuinely convinced, -
misled, if you will, but convinced, = that they are fighting for liberty
and independence, like their ancestors, end in thle they are fanatical.

They believe that Mr, ‘ampandreou and the British, who set him up as Frime
Minister and are supporting him through thick and thin, even tc the point

of not letting him reeign, intend to force the King back on the people to-
gether with the dictatorship for which they hold him personally responsible.
Nothing the Britieh say to the contrary in regard to this belief will these
"patriots" even take seriocusly, and unfortunately little that the British
sctually do belies it. As Professor Svolos, the head of the BAll, seid to me
the other day most aptly and moderately, "The British must give the Greeks
at leest the impression that they are a free pnopln‘. But this they have not
been either deft enough or understending encugh to do, and I greatly fear that
the opportunity which their attitude gives the communiasts (2nd juet now the
Germane too) to spread the idea mmong the Greeks that in opposing the British
they are standing for freedom, opene the door to troubls which will not be

terminated by "restoring order" or "defending constitutional government", but
will
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will laet for yeare, with wide-spread bitternese and enduring dieturb-
ance, perhapes affecting British relationshipe with the peoples of all the
lear Eastern countries. It ie possible thet the present outbresk might
have been averted for the time being 4f Mr. Churchill had let the Govern=
ment be reformed as suggested by hie Ambassador here. Pesychologiczlly, a
political new deal might have provided m palliative for the moment. But
at bottom, the handling of this fanmtically freedom-loving country (which
has never yet taken dictation quietly) =s if it wers composed of natives
under the British Raj, ie what is the trouble, and Mr., Churchill's recent
prohibition againet the Greeks attempting a politieal solution at thie
time, if = blunder, is only the latest of & long line of blunders during
the entire course of the present war,

Of course there are suspicions on ths other side of the fence hers
ae well, Hot only the old royaliets, but now aleo not a few of the old
liberals who have vested interests (the intelligenteis are mostly leftists)
are quite as convinced ms the guerrillae of the correctness of their own
point of view; and the ri:htiet view is, of course, that bshind the guerrillas'
libertarian program lies =n intention to imsose & communist dictatorship.
Many people are now wanting the King back not because they like royaliem but
because they fear communism. But the truth is that neither pure royalism nor
pure communiem has many followers in Greece todsy, while each enjoys
aceretione of strength,none the less dangerous for being fundamentally
fictitious, from suspicions which are rife and growing among demccrate with
posseesione, on the one hand, and among demoorate without poseessiones but

hungry,
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hungry, homeless and armed on the other., Mr, Bvolos eadly commentsd to me,
"At ths bottomof the whole thing lies the King queetion®, Dozens of old
Athepien friende have similarly told me, "Communiem is the fundamental
issue". But the Greeke will never be gquiet under any dictatorship, or sus-
plcion of dictatorship, from either right or left. Therefore, 1 feel that a
hopeful solution forthe present situstion must involve removing any such
suspicions, There ie much talk here of a plebiecite on the regims, which
might eclve the problem if properly handled, But any settlement hers must
not only be impartiel; but socepted es impertiel,if it is to be successful
and eivil peace enmesue, This question of general soceptance ie the crux.
After what is now toking place, any settlement proposed by a British=in-
stalled government would never be accepted as impartial by the other side.
Equally, one proposed by EAM, if by peradventure the guerrillas should win
the present etruggie here in Athens (though I don't eee how the British

could accept defest) would never be regarded ae impertial by the partisans of
the right. Consequently it would seem that a neutral agency ie indicated,
end I believe that & commiseion on which British, Ruseisn and American members
should all sit, to guarantee impartiality, would do the trick. Let me repeat
that fundamentally it is mutual suspicion that is the trouble in Greece today.
It hae led to the present fighting, and will lead to more, no matter how
euccessful Mr. Churchill's undoubtedly benevolent severity may prove for the
time being. Diearm such suspicion on both sides, however, and thers ie enough
soundness left in the Greeks, despite all they have gone through, to warrant

some hope that they may settle back to their relatively harmless normal state
ef
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of politipgal !.nuubilit;r with the paesage of time, the restorztion of
commnications and the provieion of food and shelter. Otherviee, com-
munism will contimue to exploit its present marvelous opportuni tiee for
8till further collepsing the socizl order and creating a "Greek problem"
to plague Britain, and us too in ths background, perhaps for many years to
come. Of course, I realize that to set up an International Commiesion is
a serious affair, presenting many difficulties. But I Eive you the sug=
gestlion advigedly, believing that the problem to be eolved is also serious,
If Britain herself could be got to propoee it, to save her "face" which ie
now deeply involved, this =might go r;"' towards setting her back on a "zood
wicket", even if it were never sctuslly put into effect,but for success in
composing Greek differsnces it would have ‘o be implemented.

I have talked personally with the British Ambsseador along theee lines
and he said that eimilar ide=s had "come into his mind", He agreed fully as
te the fundamental nature of the clash of eusplcions here, and that some-
thiny must be done "after the present battle is over" to disarm these sus-
picions. He said that he didn't want to see his government "ase-cisted with
another dictatorship in Greece", and spoke of the poseibility of a tri-
partite Commiscion of the three great powers to guarantee an equitable
settlement of the nation's problems, mentionins the "precedent” of the three
"guaranteeing powers" after Greece's war of independence. He eaid he would
communicate these idess to his Government, but added that he feared to go too
far on the matter himself and thought the person most likely to succeed with
Hr. Qhurehill would be you.

I am writing this letter under conditions of eome peculiarity, Where I
livae
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live there is now neither light, weter, heat nor telephone, and nround

the office bullets fly about the streets so that I am forced to keep the
staff awny from thore, exeept on meaions warranting riek to life and
limb, Howaver, I would like to add that among the many thousands of tela-
grams which you received on your re-slection, the one from my wife and
myself wee by no means the least heartfelt, In addition, I should like
to tell you that my mother, in Hew Hampshire, got herself over to the
voling place, where her ege and illness hardly let her glimb the steps,

to vote for you. This I mention because I think you spprecinte the

gellent actions of spirited old ladies,
Affecticnately yours,

Bt ity
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WARNETON, O, O,

_ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR MISS TULLY:

to the President by the American A
Greece, which has been received 1
pouch.

I am enclosing nerewith a sezled letter addressed

bassador, Athens,
11 the Department by

Enclosure:
cedled letter from
J-..t. nens.
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Athens, Greece,
January 15, 1945

Dear Franklin:

It 1s Just over a month since I last wrote,
though 1t seems a Year. Hecent axpearisnces here
have besn tough fer anyone who loves this country
and 1ts people and at the same time has an old and
desp-rooted affection for our British eocusins, but
I need not bother you with perasonal matters.
Offieially, my path has had to be vary stralght and
narrow to keep this Embassy from becoming involved,
and I hepe I have got through all right so far. But
I know how the locomotive falt in Kilpling's atory
when i1t "took the eighty foot bridge without a guard-
rall 1lks a hunted eat on top of a fanca®,

You will have appreclatad from my previcua
letters, I am surs, that this affair in Gresce 1s not
the simple black and whitas propesition which so many
of our newspaper corrsspondsnts repreasant it to bae,
Such persons, with 1littls or no background knowlsdge
and pressed for a "story" svery day, may psrhaps be
forgiven for over-aimplifying, but in so doing they

inevitably

The Prasident

The Whits House.



inevitably do poor service to the truth, which lies,

as we know, at thes bottom and not on tha surfacs of

the wall. This attsmpted revolution in Gressce respra=
sents no clear-gut struggle betwesen liberalism and
deapotism with England lined up on the alde of the
latter. It 1s rather a bastard offshoot of the
traditional lines of Gresk revolutiona, compoassd of
soclal ag well as political slsments and fathsred by
international communism on a country sconcmically
ruinsd and politically distraught. The British have
only playsd the part of midwifs in thias affalr., It

was not their fault that the child was concelved, but
thay havs certalnly lsnt thamsslves with astonishing
insptitude to its dslivery, and have only themselves to
thank if, in trying to retrlieve their error by doing
away with the child, and thus, as it wars, adding
murder to abortion, they have effsctively stolan the
limalight in a case whers tha chief ecriminals ars
obsgursr aslements in the world's view., The awing to
the Laft in Gresk polltics followlng the Mataxas
dietatorship, the sxploitation of this by the communiats,
and the ripe conditions for soclal revolution created
by the German occupation and fostered by German intrigue,
ars really the mixed slements fundamentally to blams,
and this beling understood supplies the key to many

things whiech cannot otherwlises be accounted for, and which

accordingly



agcordingly the corrsspondenta havs not streaassed,
such aa the atroclous character of the struggls ba-
tween Greek and OGresk in ths recent confliet hers,
the many liquidations of "enemiss of ths psople", the
looting and destruction of private homea, and the
taking and maltreatmsnt of rlch hoatages without
diserimination as to age or sex.

Things being es I described them in my last
latter, Mr, Churchill apparsntly did the beat thing
immediately poasslibls in the circumstances whsn he
cams down hers and after approving of ths Archbilshop
personally and putting him in charge of & Conference
of all parties, which unanimousaly recommsnded his
appointment as Regent, returned to London to tell the
King that he must definitely accept thls recommsnda-
tion and assure hias psopls, without furthsr squivoeca-
tion, that ha would not raturn until ecallsd for. Ba-
fores leaving Athens, Mr. Churchill confesssed to tha
British Ambassador, who, as you will pamomhur. atrongly
urged over a year ago in Cairo exactly the sama solu-
tion which has now besn adopted, "You were right"; and
this was doubtleas very handsome on his part. But
unfortunataly it was also very late to realize the mla-
takes which had besn made, and "hence all these teara",
For though he was correct, = and recent sventa would
prove it i1f nothing alas would, = in sxplalining to the

Commona that a masaacrs would have occurred in Athsna

had
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had not ths British intervened militarily last

month, the fact remalns that if ths British had

taken the political action a yesar ago whiech they

have taken now, the communist lesadership of the
Natlonnl Resistance Movement would nevar have besn
able to spread thoss susplelona whieh have mades so
many gsnuins COresk patriots their collaboraters in

an armsd attempt againat the State. Even aa lats as
last Spring, when the mutiny in Calro showed such un=
mistakable aigna of close affilistion between the re-
publicans and the sxtrems lsft, an overt act on the
part of the Britlsh to remove all possibla susplcions
that they intended to support the King's return before
the plebiscite (and the posaibls rastoration of the
fascist dictatorship for which he 1a so widely held
reaponsible) might have averted blaodahed by giving a
governmant of national unity, such as Mr. Papandraou's
Government asplired to be, at least a chanss of succesa.
But as no such asct sver sventuated, thes asuspicions
which had already been so smedulously sown by the Com-
munists could still be spread and cultivated, and when
ths charge was put about that the Fapandresou Govern-
ment was mersly a blind to conceal the preparation of
a rightist coup, this also sesmed reasonables to many
patriota in ths light of what the British did.
Actually, the latter insisted, "for military reasons",

on thes retention in the new Greek Natlonal Army of the

carsafully



carsfully purged royallast Mountain Brigade, and it
waa on the basls of the resulting wide-spread
suspieion that this was to provide ths Government
with a kind of Fretorian guard that the showdown
CAmS .

How, though the Archblshop has called Gresce's
best known republican, General FPlastiras, to hesad a
non=party Governmsnt of apparently serilous indi-
viduals who alm to sffect national unity rather than
to represent it, and though an armistice has besn
slgned with thes 1lnspurgents, who have had to agreas to
retire from a part of Greece under British military
pressurs, so much killing and so many ralated horrora
have besn perpetrated that new factoras have sntared
into thes situation in the form of bitternesa and
desire for revange among the Gresak factions, and the
prospacta for the futurs cannot ba considersd aa
othser than dublious still. No hostilitiss have as yet
broken out 1in Salonika but my latest information from
that ecity 1a to the sffect that communist propaganda
1s now viclently attacking the republican Flastiras
as & tool of the fasclsts, while the British may be
demanding more concessiona of the insurgents than the
latter fesl Justified by the armlstice terms. In
addition, the British permitted a "victory" demonstra-
tion here in Athena yesterday which insvitably took

on a gonasrvativa and aven to some sxtent a royaliat

aapact.
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aspesct. Under such conditions, new hatrsda ars not
likely to die down whils old susplalons may well be
kept alive, and I fear thears may be mors ssrious
trouble ahead, particularly in Macedonia but parhaps
in other parts of Gresces as wall, Msanwhila, no
industry is working, unsmployment 1s almost universal,
the Treasury 1s without revenus, and though a new
national army 1s in ths process of formation this
will necessarily take some time and thers sesms to be
soms reason to fear that the British may withdraw a
large part of their troops and squipment bafores the
"eonstitutional government" whiech theay have "aavad"
has sufficlent forces of its own to rendar ita safaty
parmanant.

Of couras few sltuatlions ares avar complately
hopeless, and on the eredit side thers are one or two
developments here which may be noted too, Thus, whilas
the insurgenta hers have put up a biltter fight, much
if not most of this has bean the work of their so-
callsd "urban reserves”, - armed civilians of tha com-
munist party, relsased conviects, and othsr depesndable
elements in the class struggls, - aided by soms re-
inforcements of banditti from the provinces, flotsam
and Jetsam of ths OGerman ocoupation, under well-known
eut-throat chiefs such as "Aresa". (whoss ploturs Life
racently reproduced full page in ths gulse of a hero,)
Cut of the great body of "regular” gusrrillas in ths

provinees,
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provinces, relatively few would appear to have an-
gaged in the battls of Athens, though thousands of
them wers concentrated a few miles outside the slity.
This fact perhaps permits of thes balief that while
the communists have besan successful in regimsnting
republican Gresce up to & certain point (and every
regular insurgent unit has its political commissar),
they have not besn quite ables to sell thelr lesader-
ship E outranees, and reports of growlng defectlon
from ths insurgent ranks, now that the battls of
Athens has besen lost, confirms 1t. There are also
reports that many of the "regular" forces in Athenas
bitterly opposed the tactles of the communlist chiefa
in taking civilian hostages, Apperently thay were
not preparsd for thes Hed revolutlon which they saw
belng actually unleashsd hers, and would takes no
part in 1t, so far as was poaslble for them undsr the
control which their own credulity had fastensd on
them. MNow it may well be that such inaurgents as
garry on thes war from this point will be much feawer
in number than the original forces deployed, as well
as lesss abundantly equipped as to arms and munltions,
g0 much of which has fallsn into British and government
handa. In addition, - and what may be even mors Iim-
portant in the long run, - Russlia has glven no sign
of supporting thils movemsnt openly, nor can any
svidence be found of her doing soc secretly. She has

just announced ths appointment of a new Ambassador to

the



the Gresk Government,

Taking & long view, - and if I mspired to be &
prophet, which I don't, = I might hazard that after
British intervention is over, the futures will show a
graduel reduction of the state of civil war hers to
one of mountain banditry somswhat resembling that
which followed the War of Independence agailnst tha
Turks, and that the duration of this second phass will
depend not only on the wisdom and energy of the Central
Govarnment in placating honeat patriots in the oppoal-
tion and combatting recaleitrants, but alsoc, and to &
great axtent, on the sfficlency of tha ralisf and re-
eonstruction efforts undertsken. This latter condi-
tion will indesd be of eritical importence for the
country-wide restoratlion of law and order, since
without the importation and distribution of vary sub-
stantlal amounts of supplies, particularly of food
and roofing material, during ths next faw montha,
financisl stabilization cannot ba affacted, epldemica
will almost certailnly cecur, and publiec morels will
ba even lesz able than heretofors to resist ths cpude
temptations of anarchy and the misleading propagenda
of those who batten on 1it,

In this connection, it 1s apparently now felt
that, owlng to the clash which has cecurrsd batwsan
the Britlsh and the Greeks, the strietly military
phase of allled reliasaf control should be terminated
as soon as possible and the UNRRA take over. If and

whan



when such & change takes place, the leadership of
UNARRA will be vested with & truly incaleulabls in-
fluence over the futurs of this country, and through
thia country of the whole Near East. Perhaps, there-
fore, Governor Lehman would be wall advised to send
here some tried and trusted leader of axperilesnce in
relisf work, possessed not only of the necessary
personal prestigs and abllity to handle a large group
of miscellansoua soclal workers with smoothness and
efficlency, but also of the authority to take important
decisiona loecally for the achlevement of prompt re-
sults. I know ths Governor has besn worrisd about
the calibre of thes directors he has so far besen able
to get for Cairo and Athans, and certainly, from my
obasrvation of the fumbling and lack of dlscipline
which has charecterized UNHRA out hesre to date, thes
difficulties of the task ahead sesm quite obviously
beyond the capabllities of these persons. A man like
Ganeral Haskell, who did such & fine jJob hers for the
Hed Cross after the Smyrna disaster, might makes all
the differsncs betwesn fallurs and success. The job
1a a big one and neads a big men to swing it.

Affsctionately yours,
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