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D EPARTMENT OF STATE ~. ' /.' ~( 
D IVISION O~ PROTOCOL ~ 

No•ember 2, 1944. 

MEMORANDUM !'QR MI SS TULL Y: 

I am tranem1tt1ng berew1tb a sealed com.mun1eat1on 

add.reseed t o tbe President by the Amer1oan Ambassador near 

the Oo•ernment or Greece, which bae been received in the 

Department by d1plomat1c pouoh from tho Ameri can Embassy 

at Cairo. 

JQvr~, 
Georg~· Su~~~l1n .. 

Chle! of Protocol 

E'ncloauro: 

Seal ed oommun1oat1on . 
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oear rrankl.1n: 

near tbe oove r nment or 
c reeoe 

Cairo , !!gypt , 
October 15, 1944 

I reel eocewbat overdue in • ri ting tbi&, so cucb 

hes happened since I last wrote, ona since cy brier t ulk 

with you in l"aabing t on. But you will understand thnt I 

have r ol t reluctant t o bother you e t this ti~• . wben you 

c:ust be e ven mol'e busy than ever , it that ia possible , 

with tb i a Cl'~J)&il!)l on your hands in ~blob the hopes or 

e.U. or ue uo so deeply involved. 

To ~ last l e tter about tbo Jllalkona you r eplied, 

"'{bat a meas z" A8 I writo now, tbe RUaain.ns hc.:ve entered 

yugosl ovlu , oppo re ntly mor e as" part or tbe development 

or their OUmptlign Lga 1nst RUngury tbun 00 0 prelude t o 

over-running yugoal avit. , (though tbb t mny cooe later,) 

and the civi l ~•r between T1to•1 roroea ~nd the serb1nn 

irreooncllablea under L1.cb~1lov1ch aeeca develo;>1ng 

t avorubly to Ti~o . who , while aooeptina such assistenoe 

rran tho srltlah as t hey nave been cbl e t o give , ls ~ore 

end mor e openly turning ·.o 11oaoow tor gu 1~snce . It la 

hard t o soo what infl uence in 'i\IS08luv1u the nrit1&h a r e 

going to be abl e t o r.otain whoo tbe SC1oke clears away, 1t, 

aa 

The pre &i d ent , 

The Y:b 1te House 
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"" seema to bo the oase, tbe7 lluve built I.IP Tito only 

t o bsve him serve in the end•• n RU••ian tool, und in 10 

doing buve r .. vored the cr oota, ~ho pranptly yielded t o 

ceI'ltlUly at the ooment ot invn11on , end have dese r ted the 

Serbs, who did all the righting at t hat tiu. '?'. churob1ll, 

now in 1101oow , tmy agree wHh St alin on the coopoei tlon ot 

ti new yugoallv covernitont, but i t aeema cert ain t bat euob 

a government will be even rurther t o the lett t han the 

present one , 6lld thereafter , i t oor:munism makes good ita 

bold in "C\lgoolavia , Ruesio need do little more than t o 

stand by und Wtltoh the l1quid'1t1on or the ele.menta ln the 

sociul atruoture ~blob ere d'1Dgeroue t o her interests. J t 

may be sa i d tnbt the result. lhouJ.<I be r .. vorable to peaoe 

in our ti~e, ae enabling the RUe11an1 t.o return their a rmies 

t o their own <>ountry t uirl y soon, to bolp in mu<>h- needed 

reconatruotion witbcut tear or rrontier mBllllce t o ber way 

ot lite; and it would se0C1 t hat similar r oeul t a are being 

sought in other c ountries, through the o1ev er use or com-

1:1uniso as a solvent, c.J.l along the oritloal crescent rro .. 

Rigo to Jn'1Dbul. BUt the experience involved tor the 

scall atate1 concerned •eems anly too likely to be painrul 

in t he extreme, ond ollowing t or ull dittore nces or 

geogr6phy c..i.nd natioIW-l cber ao ter 1 we must, I tear , see the 

tuture ot "CUgoalavi u somewhut in tb.e light ot that or 

polend, ~blob le not encouraging to weaterners s11:1pathotio 

with h111:1an autter1~. J'Urthor11ore , (which may touch our 

r eaternera e?en more cloeelyr) tbe eetabliabment ot ouch a 

centrul '10d s outheaatern ;;uropeen ~on• .. would be. in 

Ruaeian 
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Russian minds, as friendly to Ruesie " " to other 

count ries , ~ould seem likel y, through tbs probeble 

elimi nation or suppress i on or the cla ssee possessed or 

western trade attillnti ons . to provi de Russia wltb un­

pa r all eled Opportunit i es for cOam:eroial eXJ)8nsion; and 

thus the upshot or the 11greement not to establish zones 

ot intluence or cordons saintaires along Russ i a • s periphery, 

may, t hrough the i ns trwnentol ity ot ooinmunism, t avored by 

conditions or wo.r-tJ.n:e f a tigue and collapse, end in the 

virt ual it not nominel tU1nexat i on t o the s vie t uni on or 

a n imperittl domain ot some hundred mill i on soul&. 

TO turn t o cree c e , t httt country is, or courae 1 

economical ly the q_ui te useless verm11'o rm app endix ot 

Soutb Eastern EUrope . OU.r State Department doesn' t even 

regard it as ru r opean , end includes i t under t he Office 

ot the Near East e nd Africe . The c reeks themse lves , wben 

l eavi ng Athens f or Baden-Baden or Biarritz, talk or "going 

t o Europen. But it 19 nevertheless a part of Eur ope , and 

its people a re defi nitely European in background and 

psychology (it not wholly in bl ood) , as I have bad occasi on 

t o realize forcibl y when t li!k1ng wi t h Creek i slender e onJ.y 

a t ew hoU.l's afte r conver sa tions with Turk s in Asia. vi nor. 

creecc is now being. •lib<>rut ed" by a rew cautious l!ritisb 

rollov1ing up the retreating cennans , ancl being wel comed by 

crowds bea ring t ho Red flag. s he i s not , s t ri ctly speaking, 

on the RUss1an periphery, and I have no doubt that tbe 

roalistic St alin recognizes the reoliem or Brlte in•a 

str at egic interest in ber position in the Aegean Sea. 

nevertbelesa, 
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Nevertbeleee, aub•eraive soci~l torcoa are contlnu1ng to 

operate powortully i n or eeco t oday , and ar e receiving the 

open aymputby or Moscow, if not ite active support . I 

therefore etill feel tb&t, however the RUoaian GOVeriu:ient 

i::h.Y f ormally keep hands ott, the oreece or tho future ia 

going t o be very d1ttorent rrca the oreeco we hava kn<l"D 

in tbo po at. Th• social. order there baa been rel.oti voly 

stable t beae lnat hundred years . Th• great c r eek problemo 

or our time hove been purely political , revol ving almost up 

to the outbreak or th i s war a r ound tbe ol d iaaue or r oyaliem 

va . vonizeliac, ~bicb harks back t o 1917 . Al l etrorta in 

tho l930•a t o bring to the polls more vi tal and l=•diot• 

questions tbun this politico-pereonul cleavage t a iled d1a­

mtlll ,y. Bu t the war , ttnd to aa:io extent the 1'e t&.x1st 

diotu t orahip \1hicn was swept away in it , hits nOYI done wha t 

asp i ring young would- be-atat esmon oould never do. oreooe 

is now ole11rly conacJ.oua of ieauee which never troubl ed 

King conatontine or Venizoloa , ond creek revolutions are 

likely , from now on , to wear, at leGet to ao:t.e degree, a 

eoci!il aspect. Thia make• the queetion or the XJ.ng•a re­

turn a good doul loss vi t al , except to b1m and bis family, 

thl<n 1t would hnve been in t1mea gone by , When tho dynaaty 

was or reol infl uence 1n the country . Russia , p r obabl y 

ploying a deeper g&me, doesn• t seem to care whether ho re­

turns or not, and e...,n Britain appeare to realiz& tha t be­

nea th und b•hind tne windor;- dresaing wblcb be represent&, 

tho new growth or claas- oonaoiouenou and prolete.rieni• 

bu s aJ.tored the whole aspect or tho problem of re t aining 

Br1t1ab 
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Br1t1"h oontrol. Theae ror cee llave ulroady ra i sed their 

heads openly onoo , - i n the reoent creek mutiny in the 

11.iddle Euot , - • nd RUssi& may be v.ell content with the 

otreng tb they then revealed, Aguin, ahe bas only t o 

w&tcb while the trends or the ti:. work ror her, - while 

toroea wb1ob tbe bolshevik reYolutlon aet in motion years 

ago exploit poot -wbr con41tiono ror the apread or Ru•ai an 

intluenoe. A• the Soviet ~·inl ater eoid to a:e here one 

day (be wue • peaking or Egypt, but the per e l lel is oleor), 

"They or e terribly afra i d or mo here leat I engage in eub­

versive ootivity . But I intend doing nothing or the sort . 

I don•t hllve to. conditione in the country itself will 

do ~11 th~ t i a necessar-1 . • 

perenthetioally, I realize tha t TUgoal avia, - and 

Greece t o ~n even great er extent, - ure very sciall pot at oes 

s til l in the typioul Ameri can view or r oreign arraire. nu t 

I should liko to stress onco more my beiiet th&t eventuully 

what goes on in the B&l k~ns and the Ne er !est generally will 

huve to be reoognized as ot prime it1portance to us deapite 

the t uc t th" t the countries involved are eir.oll end r emote . 

Here both the 7rench ReTol uti on and the naz.1 Revolution 

have made their moat dangerous b14e to oraok Englund •• 

et1pire und piok the l ock or v.orld dan1nion. No one 011n 

say ror certain, or course , tho t the rmp1re or the czars , 

which hea DOW become the p;mpiro O f tbe Soviets, will make 

a similar .. ttempt in its turn, but tho rect reoains that, -

aa I baTe preawc.ed to empbas1u 1n m.y previous lettera, -

Rueai un intereete nro c l early tending to oroas with ~r1tein•e 

in 
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in t h i s region e ven now. Nor is this all. l v i dence 

is equ a11y pl ain right here or Rrita in ' s inabi l ity t o 

derenc al one her Empire ug& i net potie r ru1 pressure under 

oond1 'tione 01· modern war. r doub t 1r in any o"tner part 

ot tue worl d i t can t1.ppear so clearly as here , - a .Long 

its p r incipal e rtery , - tna"t , mH1"tar11y speaking , "the 

British J::mp ire is "1laehronietic, perrect ror tne 

elgnteent h c entury , 1.!n;poos1o~e tor the twentie th. gvery 

day brings its ev iaence of weaKness enct dispersion , or 

coneequen~ opportuni sm , ana aepenaence on Amer1ca •s 

nucl ehted strength. No one, l reel , can keep his eyes 

e nd ear s open here and fa il to bel i eve t hat the ru ture 

ma intell8.Dce or t he Empire depends on how far F.ng1and 

consents to trame her roreign policy in a greement with 

l''BShington , und. bow rs r we i n our turn reo..1.1ze wnere 

'that :Emp ire , so imp rtant to our own securl'ty,1 s mos t 

immediately menb ced. Bri tisn fumbling i n the Ral kans , 

r e.,ra or whut m8y buppen in pelestine , uneasiness as to 

syric , doubts resi:rding TUr1<ey , and al arm over growing 

soviet i nt erest i n Ira n , Saudi t rabio , Fsypt and the 

whOle North Atricen coast , t ogether with ene r e.ct tha t 

it w8s only through Americ<P s productive atr engt h being 

th ro,,n into the balance that ROmme J.• s threat to tni s 

r egi on was defeated , e.11 seem t o me to tea ch the so.me 

lesson in their va rying degrees. 

au t le~ me re turn to my mut: tons . I quo "~ bel ow a 

part ot a recent highly reccnmended report by one or our 

secre t agents ot the OSS , which conrirma my view or what 

exis t ing 
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oxisting trends ere doing to our traditi onully politioel 

und ideol ogica lly dormant little country or c r eeoe: 

"The movement c r ea t ed by FIJ' otm only be re ­
ga rded as a t'ull- !' !edged revolution . (')ne canno t 
conceive the situati on otherv.ise . 

HThe EAi '. movement dominate s . Tnere can be no 
question or repres s i ng it. The ideol ogy it r epre­
sents and the interests connected With it Ul."e s o 
vitol tb.ut e. oompl."omise (i.e . with the traditional 
ol."del.") is tho moat tha t oa n be hoped for . 

"Br i ti sh pol i t ical manoeuvering has f a i l ed , and 
1 t can onl y be su1d tha t the populuoo will no 
longer t olera t e 1 t . Engla nd has l ost ground a nd 
will not be tr.ble to regai n i t i n the future." 

It is my belie r thut t he present (Pependl."eou) covol."n­

me nt ot croeco, with its social democra t ic loanings , wil l 

a ttempt to attect such ti compromise , - sueh ~n nocommoda­

tion of new wine to ol d bo~tle s , - as the above report 

sta t es to be the only hope . But it remains to be seen 

whether it c on do this and survive - or even survive a t 

a ll, wha t ever it a t tempts. / s things sttmd t oday , 

immedia t e develop~ents in c r eo ce can !Ull."dly be guessed 

at , l eust or all by one outside the country . I hope , 

however, to be in Athens soon myself , and my next l etter 

may be more definit e . 

Affectionately yours, 

~11J~L-
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o .. r rra.nklin : 

Ao I have teared tor utly oontho , - !. t allloat happened in Bgypt, 
o.e you la>ow , - tho d1aoiplin&l"'/ Br1tlah •nd tho unruly Grooka havo at laa t 
coma to bl owa . V.oreover, in trying to do vhat they aim to do horo , namely , 
to "keep order" and 1 protoct conatituti onal gover.u:iont• vith tl'.e *"'llll 
forooo at thoir diopoaal , tho erithh would appear t.o havo got a besr by ti.. 
tail . r ia;hting h•• been going on betwoon tho Bri ti ah end tho guorrillae 
einoo early S>rning tho day be!'oro yootorday , and the 8rithh atatt think• 
tho oporo.tion •Y le.at a l n time , If H doea , I very auch fear tor i-lth 
conditiona , ae ""'ny of tho doad aro not beif18 bur ied , and not only >ro ro­
Uot oupplio• hold up, bu1. vator - roUonin hso boon abandoned &nd tbs 

f.<arathon Loko , a lready do.ngorouoly low , tllly ooon bo dnined . In tho hither 
part.. o!' town there io a lready no ""1nic1r•l ••tor , for l ack of oloctricity 
to nan the pu:ipe , and t·,... rov 01.i \IOlle availflbl~ ar• not 11to . )'e!.nv"dlo , 
arena aro\.lnd and in Athene which we re cleared of .,:uorril la b•nde yeeterdav 
""'8t be cleared •rin tod•y bocau11 ot roinfiltrotion dur!.n tho ni ht , •nd 
eniptir1 ere everywhere . T o ~n ot th! 1 loye l 1 Gras~ Y.ount.r. ln ~r1 1.do , t.a\cen 
by the gu.o rr1llae , woro recaptured 'Jri!terdtlv murn1nv w1t.11 1.noir ey•o c:o;.azea 
.,..,t (t.01 0 1• not" ,..,,..,.,,, OQt t uo o ta toaont ot a t1012bor ot tho British otaff) , 

Tho Preeidont, 

Tho Whi 1.o Houee . 
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suerrillee , and other ".krsana , It• Hana and Bu lsara are amon tho tew 

prieonere taken. 

Though German a nd co.,,,,uniat inatigti tion and leadorah1~ exiat in th1a 

atfair , however , and though prim• l and ug ly Balkt n paaaiono have r i1en again 

to the eurface here (a• witneo• tho eye-goU(ing) , there a re othor f a ctor• 

which a re of greater importance and bode woroo for the fUture . Thero can 

be no ques tion that thoueande ol' tho iLAS and EA!! are genuine l y convinced , -

aieled , if you will , but convinced , - that they e.re fighting to r 11 berty 

and independence , like their anceo•.<>re , and in thle t hey ere t anaU ca l . 

They believe tr.at !'r . 'apandreou and the Britlah, who aet hiD up aa Prt::e 

:!i nieter and a re eup,or Ung bi::i throuzh thiclc and thin , ov•-; t o tho point 

ot not lotting h10> roeign , intend t o fo rce tho King baclc on tho people to­

ge thor with the ichtoreh1p for which they ho ld him pereonally ree ponaible . 

No thing the !!riUah e ay to tho contrary in regard to thio belief will thoe e 

1 patriota' even t~ke aeriouoly , a nd unfortuMtely little th!lt tho Bri tiah 

aotmlly do belie• i t . Ao Profeoaor Svol oo , tru. >iead ot the EA: , h1d to oe 

tho other oay moat tptly •nd :iodera tely , ' Tho Brit1eh .!:!!!,! i>iv• the wreeke 

at loaat t he impreuion that thly a re a l'roo people'. But thla thoy have not 

bten oi ther deft enou6h or underatandlllj enou.;h to do , and I r;rea tly tear that 

lhe opportunity which ti..lr a tUtudo glvea the co:r.=ista (an~ juat now the 

Gor:o•ne too) to oproa d the idea anon.,, the Grooka that ln oppooln& tho Britiah 

they t.ro standing for f reedom, opena tho door to trouble which wlll not be 

termln!lted by •roe toring order• or ' dofondlnrr constitutlonal cove rnicent• , but 

wlll 
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will l a1 t for yoaro, with wido -opread b1tterneoo and endurin• dh turb­

ance , perh•p• af'foc•in •riUah relation.hi •• with the ;eoploa or 'lll tl'e 

:;oar !hat.om countriu . It h pout bl• th' t the preaent out brook "'1,;ht 

have ,eon averted tor the tioe bein1. 11' !.r . Ohurchl 11 hAd ht tho Govom­

mont be refori:ind •• au~veet.od by Ida A~b•oaador hero . ~•voholo icelly , a 

10U•icd ne" dul migh' hove provided a p llinUvo ~or tho mocont. ~t 

a• bntto'll, tho iandlin,, or t'i!a !~n•Ucally !'roodo:::- lovin, country (~hlch 

hae nevor yet token diet tion quietly) 11 I it were co.,poHd ot ruotivea 

under tho Br1t1•h !\a) , 1e vl'at 1e the trouble , and l:r . Ohuroh1ll ' • rooont 

proh!b1 t1on ag»1nat th• ' reel<s atto~?t1n0 a pol1tio~l • lut1on at th1e 

tho , 1t • blunder, 1e onl:t the lat.oat or • lon .. lil'lb ot blundera durini. 

•1":,e enUre coar10 of •hit rre•ent var . 

01' courao VIOro are 1ueplel on1 on th other oide o •ho tonco here 

u voll . Not on ly tho o l d roy~lieto , but now a.loo not a tow ot tho old 

Ubonla who mvc voat.od 1ntereeto (tho intelligontoU are moatly lofUota) 

are ~ui to u convinced Aa tho guerri 11.1 or the corractne11 or their Ol<ll 

point or view; ~nd tho ri hliet vi ov la , of courae , that boh1 .d the guorrlllaa ' 

l1bortar1•n progr""' Uea an 1ntonUon to 1m 1010 a coirunlat dlot'>to rahlp . 

l~any peop le a re now vant1nt the Kine biol< not be cauee they Ulce roya.l1e10 but 

bec•uao they tur ccr.aunio"1. 9ut \ho truth h that noi t"er pure royal!• nor 

pun co-::r.inlc va •l\Y rollowor o 1n JTOtc• tod•:t • ·hi l• .. ch enjoys 

acorotl no or strength, nono the 1011 d•ngoroua for bo1111 t'und montol l :t 

fie ti tiouo , f rom suapl oiona which are r 1te and growing aciong do:oocra t e w1 th 

poe1e11ione , on tbe one h•n , 11nd a~n, de'IOQrata without po11e11iona but 

h;;npy . 
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b\lngry , hot:>eleu and en:ed on the other . Yr . Svoloe oadl y co....,nt.od t.o ""' • 

' At the bottooof the whole thing 1101 the King quoo t1on1
, Dozen1 of old 

A then1tn friend1 have eimilsr ly told ,.,. , 'Oo:i:muniem 1a tho l'Unrl ""'nt.ol 

i1eue• . l!ut the Jreek• vill never be qulot under &t\Y dictator1hlp, or eue-

piclon or dlctCLtorehlp , tro,., either right or lett . Therefore , 1 teel that a 

bopetul 1olut1on torthe preeent 11tualion ""'"t involve re1DOving •iv ouch 

euepiciono . ' The ro ii c:uch tnlk hero or a pl ebleclto on tho re i.,. , which 

might oolvo tho problem if proper ly handlod . l!ut e.ny oottlemont here t:tuot 

not only be i=partial , b\lt acce pted 01 lop•rtial , if H ii to be 1ucceeoful 

and civil pe~ce enaue . Thie que1tion or gener a l aocoptence i• the crux • 

.I.ft.or vhat ii now t":dn,:; pl!lce , any 19ttlo,,.nt pro?o11d by a Britilh- in-

et.olled gover.,,..n t would never be accepted ae ittpartial by •>io otnor aide . 

Equally , ono propoaod by EA:', it by perad venture t!le 11ue r rl llCL1 ohould win 

t he pro1entetrugg1 .. r>o r • 1nAthene (tho11;.hl don ' t••• how tho Brltiah 

could accept dcfoat) would never be regarded ae impartial by tho partiaar.& of 

tM right . Oonaequently it would 1ee:11 that a neutral agency 11 indiet.ted , 

sod I believe thU a co:llieeion on which Bri tiah, !luuian and Allericsn 2:obera 

ahould a ll Ii t , to guar'Ultee imp&rtialiiy , wolllo do tho trick. Le t t:to repeat 

that fund&1:.ontt.lly it la n:utual 1u1pici on that ia the trouble in Gree ce today . 

It has led to the proaent flghti"I! , end wi ll lead to moro , no ""1tto r hew 

eucceHful ~:r . Ohurchlll 1a undoubted ly benevolent .. verity IO&y prove for the 

Uoe bein.;,. . D' 1arm auch eu.ap1c1on on both eidea , however, nd thero ie enoua;h 

aoundnu1 left in the '.ireaka , duplte all U:ey hava gone throU&h • to varrant 

eo""' hope that they my asttle back to their relati vely har:aleu nor.oal et.ot.o 

of 

I . 
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or po11Uc'l int\& 1l1ty with t.ho pt.Hage ot the , tho root r•'ion or 

cozin.tn1c,t1one and the provision ot tood nd 1holtor. Othl.tr.0110 , com-

c:uniem will oontin.ie to exploit it• pro1ent •~rvelouo oppor1'.ln1Uo• tor 

otill "Urther collape1111> tho aoci l order and oreaUn,,. a ·~rook problem' 

to plague Br itain , and ua too in tho background , perha1• for """1Y yuro to 

cooe . Ot cour11, l roa liu thot to aot up an Intom,Uo~l Co:aieoion io 

a aerioue affair , prooonUn,, ""'T\Y difficulUH . But I gi•10 you the ·~-

ieoUon advU odly , bolievin that the proolaa to be aolvod h alto oorioua . 

It 3rit•ln herealf could be got to propooo It , to oav her •race• which 11 
• no .. deeply involved, tbit "'i!ht go fl' towarda eetUn., her l>ick on a ' zood 

wicket• , even if it. ware never act.\lally pu.t 1nt.o effoot , 'but tor av.cc••• in 

oompoein ~reek ditrerencea it 1ould h:lve to be i:aplecentod . 

I i.va t.alked peraonally >tith the 3ri Uth A!:lbouodor along tho10 Uno• 

and ho a&id tho.t almil•r id••• had •co.,., into hie !llind' . Ro a rood tully "" 

to tho fund..,,.nt&l nsturo Of ~he claeh Of IU pieion hero , and t>.at oomo-

t.hin cruat bo done 1 aftor tho prooont battle io over' to diaar;n the eo ouo -

pici ont , !le aaid that ht didn ' t ••nt to tit hie <;OVlm::>ent •ate CUt.od vith 

another dictAtorthip in arooco• , and opoko or the pouibility or• tri-

parUto Oom:>iar1on or the t~roe graat po,,... ra to guar ntoe ""eqult.ablo 

eettle:ient of' f"w na'1on 1e pro'o1eu , ent.1onin.._ lhe • precedent" or tho three 
1 gus.r~n tol1?1G powore• aft.or 1reeco 11 war or independence . Re llld ha VOYld 

CO'W!Nnioa ta thee• i ..tee.a t.o hie .Jovem::ient, but. added th• t. he teared to "'o too 
hr on ~ho ia• ttor hlmaolt a.nd thou,.ht tho peroon ooot U'<t>ly to ouccood •ith 

l'r . Ohurobill ~ould ba you . 

I atn writin thia le Uor undor condi t1ont of oOOIO pocull&rllf" here I 

live 
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llve •here ia no1 n~i''"ier 11 ht , a.tAtr, ~~~not t.elf' hon , nd 1rounG 
tho off1oo bullote fly about tho otrooto oo that I .. ~ !'orcod t<> •·oo tho 

limb. Hovovor, l vould like to add that ..., n the "'rtr '.houundo ot tole-

gr•"!:• l<ihich you received on your re-olect.ion, th9 one tro:n my wife and 
::iyoolf,,. 1 by no -uno the loaot hesrttolt . In add1Uon, I ohauld li'<e 

to toll you th•t ""I ciothor, in t:ow !i<lmpoh1ro , got horoolf over to tho 

votil\; la~, •ho re >wr age 'nd Ulnoo• 1'.a rd ly let ""' clbl the o i..po , 
to vote for you . Thie I ~•ntion bec>uoe I think you approci •to tho 
ga llant ectiono or op1rit9d old bdiH . 

Affectionato l y youro , 



I . 

/ 

..................................... 
nc~...-YWSTATS 

-~o.c:. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Dt:cernber 16 , 1944 

~.1£'..!0} Afl;)OM :'OR !JI S::' TULLY : 

I c t:nclo il'lg • ·re· 'th .. ~ l l" t t r u:Ur ~ s e:l. to t Pre ·idont oy t .e A.:..,r1c .. n t.• b· ~!;ador , i thens , Greece, vhich 1 'lS bt;en r1:ccived L"l trn. o., 1>rt;;1e'1t b~· ~UC.f\ . 

Enclnsure: 
s~uled lett€r fro~ 

l.tnens . 



Dear Funkl1n1 

Athene , Oreeoe , 
Jomary 16, 1941! 

It la juat ov•r a month alnce I last • rot• , 
though it s eems a 7ear. Recent exp1riono • • he r• 
hove boon tough tor anyone who lovea thie country 
and i ta people and a t tho e amo time baa an old and 
deep- rooted a t t ection tor our Britleh coua i na , but 
I need not bother you with pe r1onal catte ra . 
Otricially, my path ha• hod t o bo ver"f straight and 
narr<>w t<> l<eep thio Emba117 rroa beoo•in8 involved , 
and I hope I ha ve got through all rlght so rar . But 
I know bow tho locomotive t olt in Kipling'• otory 
• hon it •took tho e ighty root bridge without a g11&rd­
rail like a hunted ca t on top or a r anee•. 

You • 111 have appre ciated fro:n •1 pre vloua 
l otte ro , I a m eure, that thio affair 1n Orooco 11 not 
tho simple black and whlto propoeltlon which so mny 
or our new spape r corrospondenta repre aont lt to be. 
Such peraone , with l i ttle or no background knowl edge 
and pre as ed ror a R 1 to17~ • V&rJ' day , tA&Y P• rbapa be 
rorglvon tor over-e1mpl1t'y1ng, but 1n so doing they 

inevitably 

The Preoident 

Tho Whlto Bouu. 
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ine vitabl y do poor ae rvlce to the truth, which lies , 

•a •• know, at the bottom and not on tho surface or 
the wel l . This attempted r e volution in Greece repre­

s onta no clear-cut struggle betwee n l 1be r411sm and 

dospoti•m with England l inod up on tho sido or tho 

lattor. It 1o rathor a bastard otrohoot or tho 

traditi onal l ino ot Orook rovoluti one, composed or 
social as woll as political e lemen t s and tathorod by 

inte rnational eo1!Ulru1li~m on a country oconomlcally 

rUinod and pol itically distr aught. Tho Brit ioh have 

only playod t ho part of midwiro in this affair . It 

was not the ir fault that tho cb!ld was conce ived, but 

thoy havo eortalnl.y l ont thomsolvos with astonisblne 

inopt i tudo t o ito dolivory , and havo onl y thomsolvos to 

thank if, in t ryine to r otr i ovo thoir orror by doing 

away with tho child, and thus, as it wore, adding 

curdor to abort ion, they have etfoetlve ly stolon tho 

limelight in a case whore tho chief cr1mina.1& a~o 

obscu_ror elements in tho world 1s view , Tho swing to 

tho Loft in Grook politics following tho Motaxa o 

dictatorship, tho exploitati on or thi o by tho communists , 

and tho ripo cond1t1ont1 tor socla l revolut ion created 

by tho Gorman occupat i on and ros tered by Oo~ma.n intrigue, 

are really tho m1xod ol oments funde.montally to bla111<1, 

and t .hie bolng undorotood aupplio• the key to many 

things • h1cb cannot otherwise bo accouatod ror, and which 

accordingly 
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aocordl.ngly the corroapondonts ha va not etroeeod, 

such aa tho atroe i oua oharaot1r of the atrug;glo be­

t ween Grook and Orook in tho r ec ent contl1ot bore, 

tho many 11qu1dat1ons of "onomlos of tho pe ople" , tho 

l ooting and destruction of private homos, and the 

taking and ma l treatment or rich hos tages without 

d1scr1m1nat1on ae to ago or aex. 

Things be ing as I described thom in "'If l ast 

l ot ter, Mr, Churchill a pparent ly did the bost thing 

1.mmodiatoly possible in tho o1rcUt:Jstance ~ when he 

came d own hero and aft er approving of the Ar chbishop 

pe rsonally and putting him in charge of a Con!'oronce 

ot all parties, which uns.nimously rocommondod h i s 

appointment as Regent, returned to London to t e ll tho 

Klng th.at he must defini te ly acc ept thi s recommenda­

tion and aasure bis people , without further equivoca­

tion, that ho would not return until called t or. Be­

fore l eaving At hens , Mr. Church i ll con.fessed to t ho 

Br1tlsb Ambassador, who, as you • 111 : ou.ornbor , strongl y 

urged over a year ago in Cairo exactly the same solu­

tion which hae now been adopted, "You we r e right"; and 

tbie wa.s doubt l ess ve ry hand$ome on his part. But 

unfortunately it was also ve ry l• t e to realize the mis­

take s whieh had been made, and "hence all t he se t ears" . 

For though be was correct, - and r ecent events would 

prove it 1t nothing else would, - in explai.n t ng to the 

Commons that a massacre would have occurred in Athens 

had 
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bad not tho British intorvonod milit&ri.ly las t 

month, tho tact remains thot it t ho Bri tish had 

t•kon tho political acti on a year ago which t hoy 

have t aken now, the communist l e ade rship or the 

Nat1onnl Reeistan~e Movomont would ne ve r have been 

ab le t o spread thoao suspicions wh i ch ha.v·o made .so 

many genuine Gre ek patrlota the i r collaborators in 

an armed attempt a.gainet tho S ta to. Evon ss l ate aa 

las t Spring, when tho mutiny in Cairo showod such un­

miatakoblo signs ot c l os e affiliation between tho re­

publicans and tho oxtrom& lof t , an ovort act on tho 

part of tho Br itish to remove a ll possible suspicions 

that t boy intende d to support tho Ki ng •s return before 

tho plobiocito {and tho poasib lo rootorotlon of t ho 

fasc ist dict atorship r or • hich ho is 80 widely hold 

rosponoiblo)might have avert ed bloodsh ed by giving a 

government of national uni ty , such as Mr . Papandroou 's 

Government aspired to bo, at loaat a ehaneo of succe ss . 

But as no euch aet over eventuated, tho suspicions 

which bad already boon ao oodul oualy oown by tho Com­

munisto could still bo a proad and cult i vated, and when 

tho charge waa put about that tho Pa pandroou Oovorn­

mont was mere l y a blind to conceal tho prepar a t ion ot 

a ri ghtiat coup, this also aeomed roasonablo to many 

patriots in tho light ot what tho Br itish did . 

Actually, tho l atter 1ne1atod, "ro~ m111tar7 r eas ons", 

on tho ro t ontion in tho no• Greek National Army or tbe 

oarotully 
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carefully purgod royaliat Mountain Brigade, and it 

was on tho baoie of the roaul ting wi do-opread 

auspicton that this waa to provide tho Gov ornmont 

with a kind or Protorian guard that the showdown 

came . 

Now, tbougb t ho Arcbbiabop boa callod Greece'a 

boat known republican, General Plaat1ras, to head a 

non-party Govorrunent or apparently • o rious indi­

vidual e who aim to oftoct national unity rathor than 

to represent it , and though sn armistice haa boon 

eignod with tbo insurgents , who bavo bad to agroe to 

retire rrom a part of Greece under Brit ish military 

pressure, ao 111ucb killing and ao m_any rel a t ed horrors 

have boon perpetrated that now taetora have entered 

into the eituation in t ho form of bittornose and 

des1ro tor rovon.go &.111ong tho Greek tact1ons, ~nd tho 

proapeete for the tuturo eannot be considered as 

other t han dubious atill. No hostilities bovo as yet 

brokon out in $alon.1ka but yq latoat informati on f rom 

tha t city ls to tbe effect tha t e ommuniat propaganda 

1s now violently attacking the ropubllcan Plaa tlrae 

a s a tool of tbo fascists , wbilo tbo British may be 

demand ing more conceaa1ona of tho 1nau..rgonts than tho 

lattor fool justified by tbo armhtlco term•· In 

add ition, tho British permitted a "victory• demonstra­

tion here in Atbons yesterday wbicb inevi t ably took 

on a conse rvative and even to eomo extant a royalist 

aspect . 
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aapeot. Under auoh cond1t1one , new ha treds are not 
l1.ke l7 to d1o down • bile old auepioiona 1117 well ti. 

kept al ive, and I tear the re aa1 be more eerioua 
trouble ahead , par ticul ar ly in Maeedonla but perhapa 
in othe r parts ot Oreece &1 well . Keanwh i l e, no 

industry la working, unomplOT&• nt l e al.moat uni•t r1al, 
tho Treasury i a without r evenue, and though a now 

national arm;y i a i n tho proooaa or formation th11 

• 111 neoe11ar il7 take aoma time and the r e • •••• to be 
aomo reason to roar that the Britioh may withdraw a 

l arge part or thoir troops and e quipment be tore the 
•conat1tut1o.nal gove rn:c.nt• wh l ob tbo7 ha ve "aaved" 

hae aut'ticient torcoa or i ta own to rondor i ta aatoty 
perm.anent. 

Ot course rew eltuatlona are e ver complotel1 
hopoleaa, and on tho credi t aide t her e are one or t •o 

de velopments he r e which IU.1 be noted too. Tbua, while 
the in.ourgonta bore havo put up e bitter tight , much 

it not moat ot thh haa boon the work o r their ao­
oalled "\ll"b&n reatrvea•, - armed clv111&na or the com:­

aun.iat party , releaeed convlota, and othe r de pe ndable 

element• 1n t be olaa a etruggle~ - aided by aome re-
1n.t'oroem1 nta ot band1tt1 troa the provlncea . tlotaam 

and Je t••• ot the German occupat i on. under we ll·kno• n 

out-throat ohi•ta euoh •• "Area•. (whoa e pioturo ~ 
r ecentl7 r e produced tull pago i n the guiee ot a h oro. ) 

Out or th• great bod7 ot •regular• guorrill•• i n tho 

pro•1no1a • 

-
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prov1ncea, relatively tow would app••r to have en­

gaged in the battle of Athena, though tbouoanda of 

them were concentrated a few miles outalde the city. 

Thia tact perhapa pe rmita of the belief that while 

the communists have been aucceaaful in regimenting 

republican Greece up to a certain point (and every 

regular inaurgent unit haa ito political eommiuar), 

thoy havo not been quite able to a el l their l eader­

ship !. outrance, and reports or growing detection 

trom the l n4urgent ranks , now that the ba t t le of 

Athena has been los t, contlrma it . There are a l so 

r eports that many of the "regular" forces in Athena 

bitterly oppooed tho tactics of th• communist chiefo 

1n taking civilian hoatages , Apparently they were 

not prepared tor t b o Red revolution which they saw 

being actually unleashed here, and would take no 

part in it, so tar as was possible tor them under the 

control which their own crodul ity had faotened on 

them, Now it may well be that ouch inaurgento aa 

carry on the war trom thi:J point w111 be much rower 

1n number than t ho or1g1nal forces deployed, a s well 

as l eas abundantly equipped as to arllB and mun1t1ona , 

ao much or which has follon into British and government 

hands . In addition, - an.d what may be evon more im­

portant in the long run, - Russ ia haa given no sign 

or aupportln.g t his movement open l y, nor can any 

evidence be round of her do ing so aeeretly. Sb• baa 

juat announoed the appointment ot a new Ambaeaador to 

tb• 
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the Greek Government. 

T•king a long viow, - and it I aa pirod to bo a 

prophe t , wh ich I don't , - I mil!ht b .. ard that a.ttor 

Br1thh inte rvention 1e over, th• rutµre will eho• a 
gradual r eduotlon of tbe et•t• or c1v11 wa r here to 

one or • ountain bandit,.,. ao.:o•Mt ro .. mbling that 

Which followe d tho War Of lndopendence ogolnat the 

Turke, and that the dur ation Of this aecond phaoo will 

depend not only on tho wladom and 1n1rg1 of the Central 

Ooverrui:ent in placating bonoat pa trioto in tho oppoei­

tloo and oombatt1ng reealc1tranta, but aleo, and to a 

great extent, on tho ottlcionc7 or tho roller and re­

conatruetion ettorte undertaken. Thia latter cond1• 

tion will indeed b e or critical importance for tho 

country-wide restoration of law and orde r , since 

without the importation and diotribu t ion of V•l"1 aub­

atantial amount• or aupplioo, part icularly or rood 

and roofl,ng a:ater1al, during the next row ax:>ntha , 

financial atabilization cannot be otrocted, opidelllic• 

will alaoat e ertainlr occur, and public moral e will 

be even l ea• able than horototor1 to r e a1et tho crud e 

temptation• or anarchy and tho mie l oad i ng propaganda 

ot the• • who bat ton on it. 

In tbia connec tion, it io apparently now rolt 

that, owing to th• clash ~blch baa oocurr.ed be tween 

tho Britieb ond the Gre oko, the 1trictl7 c111tory 

pbaao ot a ll ied roller control ahould bo t ormln«to d 

ao aoon a1 po11 i blo and tho IJJIRRA take over. Ir and 

when 
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whon such a change takoa place, tho l oade rahi p ot 

UNRRA will bo voatod wi th a truly incalculablo ln­

fluonco ove r tho ruturo of this country , an6 through 

this countr1 ot tho wholo Noar East . ?orhsps , thore­

tore, Governor Lohman would bo well advised to send 

bore so·mo tried and t rua ted l oade r of oxporioneo in 

roliot work, posaoasod not only of tho nocoaaary 

peroona l prostigo and obllity to handle a lo rgo group 

ot m1aoollanoous aoc l al •orkors wi th a~oothno as and 

otfleloncy , but also or tho authority to take important 

decisions l ocally for tho ach iovomon t or prompt re­

sults . I know tho Governor baa been worried about 

tho cal1bro of tho dlroc tors ho hao so far b oon ab l o 

to got for Cairo and Atbon& , and corts1nl y, from my 

obsorve. tion of t ho fumbling a nd lack of dlsciplino 

which has charao t er1zod UNRRA out bore to data, tho 

dlff leul tios of tho task ahead eoom quite obviously 

boyond tho capabllltlos or thoso persona . A man like 

Gonoral Baskol l , who did such a f ino Job horo for tho 

Red Cr oos aftor t ho Smyrna disaster, might moko •ll 

tho d1tforence between failure and auocess . The Job 

lo a big ono and nood s a big man to awing it . 

Atfoetionatoly yours, 
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