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Excellence,

A son retour de Washington et dds 1la présenta-
tion de ses nouvelles lettres de eréance, votre distingué
Ministre Plénipotentiaire, Monsieur Norman Armour, m'a fait
la surprise de me remettre votre aimable lettre particulid-
re, dont il m'est si agréable de vous remercier.

C'est avec une touchante précision du souvenir que
Vous avez bien voulu me rappeler votre Toyage de 1917 en
Haiti, nos entretiens d'alors et cette inoubliable visite
4 la Citadelle Laferridre, & une époque lointaine ob i1
eut été bien difficile au Sous-Secrétaire de la Marine des
Etats-Unis et au Ministre de 1'Intérieur haitien de prévoir

leur commun destin.

Son Excellence
Francklin D. Roosevelt

Président des Etats-Unia.
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De par la volonté du peuple, et sans doute, pour accom-
plir les impénétrables desseins de la Providence, wvous voieci
le Chef de la plus grande Démocratie d'un monde en plein dé-
sarroi matériel et moral. Les plus fermes espoirs de 1'huma-
nité souffrante sont fondés sur votre large conception du
bien cammun, votre énergie connue, votre esprit de décisiecn
et de justice et votre sens aigu des réalisations utiles.

Et me voici, de mon c8té, le Chef constitutionnel de
la nation haitieme, chargé d'orienter les destinées de notre
cher petit pays & travers tous les écueils semés sous nos
pas en ces .temps particulidrement difficiles. J'ai la com-
viction profonde que, animés de notre indéfectible bonne
volonté, nous parviendrons & vaincre les difficultés et a
créer enfin, au moins dans notre hémisphire, une entente
mutuelle aboutissant & un état de choses qui répondra A
notre besoin de confiance réciproque et & notre commun i-
déal d'un panaméricanisme fait de sympathie agissante et
d'aide mutuelle, en pleine conscience de la solidarité de

nos intéréts continentaux.



C'est dans ces sentiments que je vous remercie cor-
clalement des voeux sincéres que vous m'avez exprimés pour
la prospérité de mon pays. Et c'est avec une trds vive sa-
tisfaction que, dans l'espoir de trouver une solution heu-
reuse aux problémes pendants entre nos deux Gouvernements,
je note l'assurance donnée par Votre Excellence, que je
peux compter & cet effet sur 1'entidre coopération de vo-

tre Gouvernement.

Je suis et demeure, mon cher Monsieur le Président,

Votre bon ami,
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Son Excellence

Francklin Roosevelt

Président des Btate-Unis
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
DP 123 Ar 52/237 May 23, 1933

Uy dear Mr. Howe:

With reference to the autographed letter addressed
by the President on March 18, 1933, to Mr. Btenio Vincent,
President of Haiti, I enoloee & copy of & despatch of
May 11 received from Mr. Norman Armour, American Minister
at Port au Prince, transmitting the original, with copies
and translations, of a personel letter from President
Vincent to the President.

~—" The original letter ie enclosed with the request

e e S R L TR
that it be placed before the President. A copy and

~ e e, - "
tranelation for your files are likewise tranemitted.

b Nl 8incerely yours,

(o=
Enclosures:
As mtated.

The Honoreble
Louis McH. Howe,
Becretary to the President,
The White House.
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ADDRESSED TO

The Honorable
Louis McH. Howe
Secretary to the President
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Subject: Transmitting Personal Letter from Iresident
Vinoent to ‘resident Roosevelt. .

The Honorable

The Seeretary of State,
#ashington,

8ir:

With reference to my despateh No. 24 of April a2,
reporting that I hed ealled om resident Vimcent to
present to him uy letter of eredece, as well as & per-
sonal letter addressed to him by the ‘resident, I now

1/2/ have the honor to forward the original sad copies and
3/ translation of a persamal letter from Fresident Vingent
to Fresident Hoomevelt,

Respeotfully yours,

NORMAN ARMOUR o



E:-'-l;l_:.;a.urc: Ha. . .-
ALATS Deapatch Ho. #’ﬁ'-_
AL el . ,J‘Z-{"f,fj_
.:u.t HPHATI from Lhe sgation at
s Haiti
s = Port-au-Prinow,
6 Mal 1933

Ixcellence,

4 son retour de Washington et dbs la présenta-
tion de ses nouvelles lettres de eréance, votre distingué
Ministre Plénipotentiaire, Monsieur Norman Armour, m'a fait
la surprise de me remettre votre aimable lettre particulid-
re, dont il m'est sl agréable de vous remercier,

C'est avec une toudhente précision &u souvenir gue
vous avez blen voulu me rappeler votre voyage de 1917 en
Haiti, nos entretiens d'alors et cette inoubliable visite
& la Citadelle Laferridre, & une époque lointaine ob 11
eut été bien difficile au Sous-Seorétaire de la Larine des
Etats-Unis et eu Ministre de 1'Intémeur haitien de prévoir
leur commun destin.

De per la volonté du peuple, et sans doute, pour
accomplir les impénétrables desseins de la Frovidence, vous
volei le Chef de la plus grande Démocratie d'un monde en j
plein désarrol matériel et moral, Les plus fermes espoirs
de 1'humenité souffrante st fondés sur votre large conocep-
tion du blen commun, votre énergie connue, votre esprit de
déeision et de justice et votre sens aigu des réalisations
utiles.

Et me voieil, de mon o8téd, le Chef constitutiomnel
de la nation haitienne, chargé d'orienter les destindes de
notre cher petit pays & travers tous les éocueils gemés sous
nos pas en ces temps particulidrement difficiles. J'ai 1s
convietion profonde que, enimés de notre indéfectible bonne

volonté, nous parviendrons & vainere les diffioultés et &

Son Exoellence
Francklin D. Roosevelt
Président des Etats-Unis.



oréer eafin, au moins dans notre hémisphdre, une entente
mutuelle aboutissant & un état de choses qui répondre &
notre besoin de confiance réoiproque et & notre commun
1déal d'un penaméricanisme falt de sympathie agissante et
d'aide mutuelle, en pleine conscience de la solidarité de
nos intéréts continentsux,

C'est dans ces sentiments que je vous remercie cor-
dialement des voeux sincdres que vous m'avez exprimdés pour
la prospérité de mon wi. Et o'est avec une tris vive sa-
tisfaotim que, dans l'espoir de trouver une solﬁtim heu-
reuse sux problémes pendants entre nos deux Gouvernement s,
je note l'assurance donnée par Votre Excellsnce, que je

peux compter &4 cet effet sur l'entidre coopération de vo-

tre Gouvernement.
Je suis et demeure, mon cher llonsieur le Président,

Votre bon ami,

STENIO VINCENT

A tros oopy of
tho algn
whnnl
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May 6, 1933

Excellenoy,

Following his return from flashington and upon the pre-
sentation of his new letter of credence, your distinguished
Minister Plenipotentiary, Mr. Norman Armour, surprised me
by trenamitting to me your kind personal letter, for which
I am indeed happy to themk you.

It is with a touching mcouwraoy of memory that you were
kind enough to recall your voyege to Haiti in 1917, our
conversations at that time and that unforgettable visit to
the Citedel Laferridre, at a time when it would have been
diffieult for the Under-Secretary of the Navy of the TUnited
States and the Haitian Minister of the Interior to foresee
their common destiny.

By the will of the people, and doubtless to accomplish
the impenetrable designs of Frovidence, you are now the
Head of the greatest Democracy in a world which is in a
state of utter material and moral disorder. The most fer-
vent hopes of a suffering humanity are founded on your
broad conception of the common weal, your well-kmown energy,
your spirit of decision end justice, and your clear under-
standing of useful accomplishmentes.

4nd I, on my side, am now the constitutional Head of
the Heitlien nation with the obligation of guiding the
destiny of our small btut cherished country through the
pitfalls which line ocur path in these partiocularly diffi=-

His Exoel lanoy
Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States.



oult times. I have the firm convisticn that, animated
by our unfailing goodwill,we may be able toc overcome
our diffieulties and eventually to greate, at least in our
hemisphere, a mutual understanding leading to a state of
affeirs which will be in hamony with our need of recipro=-
cal confidence and our common ideal of a Pan-imericanism
built on ective sympathy end mutual aid, with a full
realization of the solidarity of our continental interesta,
It 1s in this spirit that I thank you cordially for
the sincere wishes which you have expressed to me for the
prosperity of my country snd i1t & with a very lively
satisfaction, in the hope of finding a happy solution to
the problems now pending between ocur two governments, that
I have noted the assurance glven by Your Excellency that
for this purpose I can count on the entire cooperation of

your Government.
I sm and remain, my dear lir. Fresident,

Your good frienmd,

(8igned) STENIO VINCENT
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dear Mr, President:
Minister Armour in Haiti has just cabled that he

O hae reached agreement with the Haltlan Government on
the text of two executive agreemente, onme covering
Haitianization of the Garde by October 1, 1934, and
withdrawal of the Marine Brigade within thirty days
thereafter, and the other providing for appropriate
measures of financial control until the retirement
of the outstanding bonde. I enclose herewith coples
of the two agreements.

Thie is the result of months of patient nego-
tiations. Last April Becretary Hull gave his approval
to the general principles underlying the administra-
tion'e poliocy towards Haiti. In brief this poliocy
looked to putting an end to the special relations
between Haiti and the United Btates at the earliest
poesible moment consistent with the obligations of

both
The President, g
The White House. .

AUG 241933
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both governmente. These special relations, as you know,

fall under two general heads: First, the training of

the Haitian Qonstabulary (Garde) by American Marine

officers and the presence in Haiti of a Marine brigade

which has given moral support to the American officers

in the Garde. Becond, the fact that third parties pur-

chased bonds of the Haitian Government in reliance on

treaty obligations assumed by both Haiti and the United

States to provide adequate financial control in Haiti

during the life of the bonds. Under the first point we

propogsed to withdraw all American forces from Haiti at

a8 early a date as could be done with proper regard for

the training of the congtabulary. Under the second point

We proposed to reach an agreement with the Haitians, as

required by the Protocol of 1919 signed by the two govern-

mente, in order to provide satisfactory measures of financial

control after the expiration in 1938 of the present treaty,

so that adequate proviesion should be made for the servicing

of the bonds. Thies control would automatically come to an

end when the bonds had been redeemed, estimated to be about

1944. At Mr, Hull's request this general plan was taken up

with Senator Pittman and Benator King, both of whom expressed
complete



complete approval,

The presemt agresments embody the principles abore
outlined and take the form of executive Agreements rather
than of a treaty, eince they provide merely for carrying
out the provieions of & treaty previously ratified by both
governments and hence do not themselves regquire ratification.

I am highly gratified at the successful outcome of
theses negotiations. The early withdrawal of our forces from
Haiti will greatly enhance the preatige of this Government
throughout Latin America, It will be a eignal example of
practical application of your policy of the "good neighbor®.
¥r. Armour reporte thet action in the matter ie urgent as
President Vincent of Haitl desires to publish the accords
following the solution of certain political difficulties in
Haiti which it is hoped will be reached within the next day
or so.

May I have your approval of inetructions to the Minister
authorizing him to eign the agreements? We ghall arrange to
make the agreements public simultanecusly with similar
action in Haiti.

Falthfully yours,

NireHoioy



GREEVENT FOR THE HAITIANIZATION
[HY EVACUATION OF THE VARINE BHIGADE.

The undersigned plenipotentimries, duly suthorized
by their respective Governments, have agreed upon the
following Accord:

Article I. The American officere now serving with
the Garde d'Haiti will be replaced in such & manner that
by Ootober 1, 1534, the Garde shall be completely commmnded
by Haitian officers,

Article II. On October 1, 19234, the Garde, under
complete command of Haitian officers, will be turned over
to a Colonel in ective service whom the President of the
Republic shall designate as Commandant,

Article ITI. The promotions to be effected until
the complete Haitianization of the Garde will be made after
examinationse held in the presence of the representative
of the Government of Haitl in conformity with Article X
of the Treaty of September 18, 1915,

Article IV. To complete the instruction, training
and diecipline of the Garde the Presidenmt of -Haiti, may,
if he considersit desirable, request the President of
the United States to designate & Military Wiesion of not
more than eeven members among the American officers who
have served in Haiti. The powers to be granted to this
Mission will be determined by a deocree of the President
of Haiti. The services of this Miesion shall terminate
at the request of either party to the treaty upon sixty
days' notice given by either party.

Article V. The withdrawal of the Marine Brigade of
the United States and the American Scientific Miseion
established by the Accord of August 5, 1931, shall commence

on
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on October 1, 1934, and 8hall be completed within thirty
days,

Article VI. The Government of Haiti, in order to
pPreserve public order, assumes the obligation of main-
teining striot discipline in the Garde and of applying
for this purpose the present regulations of the Garde
d'Haiti.

It will enact a statute which will fix the conditions
of appointment, promotion and retirement in the Garde.
It will aleo take all legislative measures recognized as
heceseary to guarantee public peace and gecurity,
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Until the expiration of the Treaty of Beptember 16,

1916, and in order to provide for the financial control
envisaged in Article VIII of the Frotocol of October 3,
1519, the undersigned plenipotentiaries, duly suthorized
by their respective Governmente, have agreed upon the
following accord:

Article I. On January first, 1934, the services of
the Financlal Adviser-General Receiver and of the Deputy
General Receiver shall cease. As their Buccessors, in
fulfillment of the obligatione and guarantees undertaken
in order o obtain the loan issued in accord with the
Protococl of October 3, 1919, there shall be a Fiscal Repre-
sentative and a Deputy Fiscal Representative, appointed by
the President of the Republic upon nomination of the Presi-
dent of the Upited States, who shall exercise the powers
hereinafter conferred.

Article II. Ae the Customs Revenues constitute the
principal pledge to the holders of the bonde of the 1922
loan, the Fiscal Representative will have under his
direction, until the complete amortization or the prior
refunding of the loan under reference, the Cuetome Service
and the application of the lawe relative thereto. He shall
inspect the activities of the Internal Revenue Bervice and
make appropriate recommendations for ite proper operation;
he shall be in charge of the exieting Service of Payment,
reserve being made of the provisions of Article VI hereafter;
he shall maintain adequate records of receipts and dis-

bursements which recorde shall be open to inepection and
verification
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werification by the appropriate authorities; and he shall
submit monthly reporte of hie activities to the Secretary
of Btate for Finanoe and the Sscretary of Btate o the
United SBtates.

In order properly to carry out his duties, the Flscal
Representative shall have esuch employeee and agplietants as
may appear necesgary. The number of Americans so employed
ghall not exceed sighteen. The Presidemt of Halti, upon
the presentation which will be made to him by the Becretary
of Btate for Finance, will commigeion on the date of
January 1, 1834, the employees occupying positioms of
authority and truet in the eervice of the fiscal Tepre-
gentetive and recommended by the latter. Thereafter, any
position which may become vacant among the commieeioned
employees shall be filled by examinatiom, the form and
procedure of which shall be determined by an accord between
the Secretary of State for Finance and the Fiscal Represenia-
tive. The successful competitor in such examination shall be
recommended for the vacancy and will be commisslioned by the
Precident of Haiti. BSuch commissioned employees may be sus-
pended without pay by the Flscel Representative, on charges
filed with the Beoretary of Btate for Finance and such
employee or aseistant shall not be reinstated unless the
charges shall have been disproved to the satisfaction of the
Secretary of State for Finance, and of the Fiscal Representa-
tive. Pending the hearing of the charges made, the Fiscal
Representative, after a report to the Becratary of State
for Finance, may f1ll1 the vacancy provisionally, 1f necessary,
until the charges have been disproved or a new commission
issued.

Article III. The gpalaries of the Fiscal Representa-

£IvE and of the Deputy Flscal Representative shall be made
' the



the subject of an accord between the two Governments. The se
salaries, together with the expenses of the activities of
the Fiscal Rspresentative but excluding the expenses of the
Internal Revenus Inspsction Bervice, may not exceed five

per centum of custome receipts except by agreement between
the two Governments.

Article IV. The Internal Revenue Bervice, tha personnel
of which shall be exclusively Haitian, shall be placed in
charge of a Haltlan Director under the Secretary of Btafe
for Finance.

Neverthelese if the Fiscal Representative should notify
the Beoretary of State for Finance and the Director General
of Internal Revenmue in writing that there is reason to suppoee
any officer or employee of the Internal Revenue Service 1l
inefficient, or that his acticn ie not correct, such offlcer
or smployee shall be sugpended, and not reinstated unless the
charges shall have been disproved to the satiefaction of the
Sscretary of State for Finance.

The sxpenses of the Intermal Revenue Service ghall be
paid from the funds set anides for this purpoee by the Natlonal
Bank of the Republie of Haiti in accordance with schedules of
payments agreed upon between the Becretary of State for Finanoe
and the Flscal Representative. These expenses ghall not ax-
ceed ten per centum of intermal revenue raceipte, and the
expenses of the Internal Revenue Inepection Service shall
not exceed five per centum of intermal revenue receipte.

Any sums not required by the Internal Revenue Ingpection Ber-
vice within this allowance shall be made available to the
Internal Revenue Bervice.

1 ¥
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Article V, On and after Fieed1, 1934, a1l montes
received by the Haitian Government shall be deposited in
the National Bank of the Republic of Haiti to the oredit
of the Haitisn Government with the exception of the five
per centum of customs revenues foreseen in Article 111
above and the amounts needed for payments comnnected with
sxsoution of the loan contracte, which amounte shall be
oredited to the Fisoal FRepresentative. The National Bank
of the Republie of Haiti also shall set aside preferentially
sach month to the oredit of the Fiscal Representative the
amounts provided in Article IV above for the expenses of
the Internal Revenue Service and of the Internal Revenue
Inapaction E-rﬂun..

In order to assure the maintenance of public order,
the monthly allocation for the Garde d'Haiti will be set
aside preferentially by the National Bank of the Republic
of Haiti for the exclusive use of the Garde from the funde
theresafter remalning.

Article VI. All payments of Government funds shall
pontinus to be made by cheoks prepared by the Bervioe of
Payments. The existing arrangement, as agreed upon between
the two Governmente on August 5, 1931, shall continue to
govern this service exocept that all checks henceforth will
be signed by the Becretary of State for Finance, or his
delegate, reserve being made in the case of those checks
drawn against the funds deposited at the National Bank of
the Republio of Haiti to the credit of the Fiscal Representa-
tive, which checks shall be signed only by the latter.

Article VII. Each year, by January 3lst at the latest,
the
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the Fiscal Representative shall present a detailed estimate
of receipts for the following fiecal year, Except by special
agreement, the budget of the Republic shall not exceed the
amount of probable waye and means which the Beoretary of
Btate for Finance and the Fiscal Representative shall have
agreed upon.

drticle VIII. The Haitian Government may authorize
any appropriations whatsocever 1f unobligated funde are
available or foreseen to cover such appropriations after
petting up such reserves as may appear to the Becretery of
Btate for Finance and the Fiecal Representative to be
neceseary,

Article IX. In case of a probabtle budgetary defleit,
expenditures must be brought tc the level of ways and means,
either by reducing expenditures or by the creation of new
receipts. In every case, it will not be possible without
the accord of the Fiscal Repreeentative to cover a defilolt
by calling upon the reserve funds of the Government.

Article X, There shall be included annually in the
budget of the Republic the amounts necessary for the regular
gervice of the funded debt and other contractual obligations,
as well as two lump sums representing five per centum of
custome and five per centum of internal revenues, respective-
ly, for the payment of the expenses of the Flscal HRepresenta-
tive, including the ocustoms service, and those of the Internal
Revenue Inspection Bervice, and finally & lump sum representing
ten per centum of internel revenue receipte for the payment
of the expenses of the Internal Revenue Bervice. The balance
may be apportioned by the Haitian Government between the
budgets of the various departmente as it may see fit, If the

revenues
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revenues received in any month shall be inesufficient to
meet the full debt service and expenses of eollection,
the Government will make available the amount required
to make up the difference,

Article XI. Without the accord of the Fiscal Repre-
sentative no new financial obligation will be assumed un-
lese the ordinary revenues of the Republic, after defray-
ing the expenees of the Jovernment, shall be adequate to
assure the final discharge of such obligations,

Article XII, The Government will not dispose of ite
investmente except with the accord of the Fiscal Representa-
tive.

Article XIII. In the event of its enactment, the project
of law govefning the financial administration of the Republie
which already has been submitted to the Leglslative Body shall
be the orgenic act of the Republic soc far as concerns the
administration of government finances,

Article XIV, The Government of Haiti agrees not to
reduce the tariff nor to modify the taxes and internal revenues
in such a manner as to reduce the total amount thereof without
the accord of the Fiscal Representative,

Article XV. The customhouses of the Republic will have an
exclusively Haitian personnel. The title of Director shall be
reestablished in lieu of that of Collector. However, inspectors
of the Customs Bervice may be assigned, elther temporarily or
permanently, to oversee the operation and the strioct application
of the customs laws,

Article XVI, In case of payment under protest of
customs duties or internal revenue taxes, and where

restitution
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restitution of such payment is requested, a written claim
shall be presented to the competent service within & time
limit of thirty working days beginning with the date on
whioh the duties or taxee were paid., If the decision is not
acoepted, the matter shall be presented to & commission com-
posed of a representative of the Beoretary of Btate for
Finance and a representative of the Fisocal Representative.

If there should still be failure to reach an agreement,
the claim for restitution eshall be decided by legal proosed-
ings, but the Btate may not be liable for any compensatory
or punitive damages.

Article XVII, In view of the fact that under normal
conditions the operation of the sinking fund will result
in retirement of the outstanding series of the loan suthorized
by the law of June 20, 1922, approximately by the year 1944,
and inasmuch as any further issue of the loan would necessari-
ly extend the operation of this agreement, to a period beyond
that year, which extemsion ie contrary toc the desire of both
Governments, it ies hereby agreed by both Governments that the
loan @ball be oonsidered closed and that no additional series
shall be issued thersunder,

Article XVIII, In ocase there should appear to be
occasion for judiclal proceeding agminst the Fiscal Representa-
tive or his Amerioan assistants, the two Governments, in order
to avoid possible misunderstanding, agree to examine each
case impartially and to agree upon the legal mction which
might be appropriate,

Artiocle XIX. The Haltian Government, upon the signa-
ture of the present agreement, will issue irrevocable in-
structions to the National Bank of the Republic of Haiti
in order that there may be full and complete exeoution of

the
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the clauses herein respecting the deposit and disbursement
of the funde of the Government.

Article XX, The Haitian Government reserve:the right
to retire the bonds issued in accord with the Protocol of
Ootober 3, 1919, in advance of their due date; and the
Government of the United Btates will not invoke the provi-
sions of Article VI of the Protocol as an obetacle to such
retirement before the expiration of the period of fifteen
years fixed therein, provided that the Haftlan Government
ie able to make an arrangement for thie purpose satisfactory
to the holders of the outetanding bonds.

In this case the provislons of thies accord shall
automatically become null and vold and of no effect upon
the completion of the funding operation.

The Haitlan Government in order to hasten the maturity
of the loan of 1932 may continue as rapidly as ite Tesources
will permit, toc buy on the open market bonds of the several
series of the eaid loan.

Article XXI. Any controversy which may arise between
the two Governments on the subjeot of the clauses of the
present socord ghall be submitted to arbitration in case
it cannot be settled through diplomatic channels, in ac-
cordance with the Arbitration Treaty of January 7, 1909,
betwesan the two countries,
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

: -
I'Lqu'uﬂ r 28, 1933
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My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing a letter, with translation, addressed
to you by President Vincent of Haiti, regarding the
financial part of the Agreement between the two countries
signed on August 7, last. I also enclose a suggested
reply for you to make to President Vincent. If you
approve of this and will eign it and return it to me,

I will see that it is delivered to President Vincent
through our Minister, Mr. Ammour, at Port au Prince.

For your information, the background of this matter
seems to be about as follows:

The Agreement of August 7 was received with general
approval in Haiti, and even the opponents of President
Vincent felt that Haiti had obtalned more than she could
have reasonably expected. However, a few "die-hards"
hogtile to President Vincent have recently begun a
campaign against the Agreement in an effort to discredit
the Presgident. They seem to have made use of organizations

The President, AR

The White House.

N T e



in this country, such as the American Civil Liberties
Union. This organization has written us two letters
gritieizing the Agreement and asking that we abandon
forthwith all measures of financial administration in
Haiti. We are advised in confidence that President
Vincent believes that hie enemies, including the former
Haitian Minister in Washington, M. Bellegarde, put the
Oivil Liberties Union up to writing thies letter. The
opponents of President Vincent in Haiti are now making
it embarraseing for him by pointing out that American
organizations are trying to do more for Haiti than
Pregident Vincent himeelf had sought to do. It 1s
apparently because of thest attacks, and not becauses
he actually expecte to accomplish anything further,
that President Vincent has felt it necessary to send
thies letter to you.

I have recently replied to the American Oivil
Liberties Union, setting forth the views of our Govermment
in spome detail. A copy of my reply is attached as an
enclosure to go with your letter to President Vincent.

I think that we should stand on the Agreement of August 7,
last. As you will recall, it resulted from a long perilod
of difficult and patient negotiations with Haliti. It ig
very favorable to Haiti and, in my opinion, goes as far

in



in the way of relexing financial administration as we

can go if we are to have a decent regard for the obliga-
tione towards the bondholdere we have assumed under existing
agreements between the two countries. In my judgment, we
ares under an unescapable obligation to carry out the
Treaty of 1915 and the Protocol of 1918, and we heve

made appropriate provision to that end in the Apreement

of August 7, 1833. Except for this obligation, upon which
the bondholders are entitled to inseist, we would, of course,
be only too glad to discontinue forthwith our connection
with Haitl's financial administration. This obligation
does not run in favor of any bank or particular group of
Helitian creditors, but to a large number of holders of
Haitian bonde who mcquired them relying upon the good
faith of the United States Government to carry out the
provisione of existing agreemente. It would certainly

be most welcome from our point of view if the Haitians
could work out a refunding arrangement, with agreement

of the bondholders, which would result in our withdrawing
from any pert in the administration of Haitian finances.
Under Article XXVI of the Agreement of August 7 last,
Haiti, with the approval of the United States, reserved
the right to retire the bonde before their due date,

provided



provided she could make an arrangement for this purpose
gatisfactory to the bondholders.
Faitpfully yours,

Ll

Enclosures:

Letter, with translation,
from President Vincent;
Sugrested reply with
enclosure.

.
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IRANSLATION

Fort-au-FPrince
November 16, 1933,

To Hie Excellency
President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

WASHINGTON

Ur, President:
Following the signature of our agreement of
August 7 lest, 1t seemed to me to be opportune and I
8till think 1t useful to write to Your Excellency a
epecial letter with respeot to that significant event,
the importance of which cennot be exaggerated in view
of 1ts significance and scope and also because of the by
hope it arouses and the promise which it implies, the | !

fulfillment of which it is reasonable to expect in the
near future.

It was, at the pame time, an cocasion - and I seilze
the opportunity with great plemsure - to render merited
homage to the distinguished plenipotentiary of Your
Excellency: It is, indeed, only justioe, in view of
the tmot and the uprightness of Mr. Norman Armour, in
view of all the gqualities of the man which have so well
served the diplomat during the delicete negotiations which
ended in the result for which our two Govermmente may

well congratulate themselves,
For
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For 1ts part the Haitian Govermment animated,
8e Your Excellency 1e well aware, by a sincere desire
to maintain with the Govermment of the United States
relations of pemce and friendship based on equity, gave
& most striking proof of ite good will, of its loyalty,
of 1ite scrupulous respect for international engagements,
of ite firm resolve to execute them in good faith, not
only those which it inherited from preceding governments
but ite own. This is the exact significance of the
financial provieions of the agreement of August 7 which,
although they are in conformity with the stipulations of
the protocol of 1919 and of the loan contract of 1923,
are, nevertheless, of ma nature, as indeed were these
previous engegemente themeelves, to infringe the essential
attributes of the sovereignty of a friendly nation.

Ie thie disparagement of a member of the great Pan-
American family, after all, really necessary?

It ie now the glory of Your Exoellency to have
inaugurated in our hemisphere the highest poliocy which
could be conceived and the most intelligent ome to be put
into effect by the Chief of the greatest and most powerful
Btate of the Americas: A policy tending to create an
atmoephere of solidarity and security as between the
American pecples, to bring them together in grouping end
conciliating their interests in such a menner as to make

the
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the ensemble of the American 8tates & sort of international
unit besed on the politioml sovereignty of the nations and
the precise realization of their reeponsibilities to each
other,

What & eplendid policy this new policy of good will
is! After having contributed to the leveling of many dif-
ficulties and to the facilitating of the return of our
principel public services, by assuring the complete libera-
tion of our territory on Ootober 1, 1934, it justifies our
desire to resume our complete sovereignty as rapidly as
poesible,

Following and in consequence of the official acte
which ocourred in 1919 and 1833, our agreement of August 7
recognizes that what remains of the financial control,
which the United Btates have exercised in our country, is
based upon the guarantee of the interest and of the emorti-
gation of the loan of 1933,

The Republic of Haiti, in spite of the unprecedented
orieis which etill holds the world im ite grip and from
which it has suffered terribly, as have the other countries,
not only has regularly met 1te engagements but has even
paid several years of amortization in advance. It is,
perhaps, the only country which has done this end such
conduct with respect to the creditors proves that the
letter need have no serious fear with regard to the
perfect regularity of the service of the Haltian debt in

the



e

the future,

The United Btates holds, under the Platt Amendment,
the right to intervene in Ouba, and despite the develop-
meént of an evidently dangerous political situation in that
interesting neighboring country, we remark that it is
ite view that the situation in Cuba is a Cuban problem
the solution of which should only be found by means of
Juban methods, This fine and generous attitude of the
Government of the United States has made the most favorable
impression on the Heitian people, as well as on the other
members of the Pan American Union, and it is profoundly
instructive,

The Haitian Govermment has faithfully adhered to its
program of freeing itself without any conflict with the
United Btates from the exceptional regime established by
the treaty of 1915 and the subsequent agreementa, It is
permisaible for it to envisage and it hopes, with a
legitimate conviction, that, on its side, the Government
of the United States wishing to give a new proof of ita
desire henceforth to be a good neighbor of ell the imeri-
can 8tates, will be able to renounce a useless finanoiasl
control in Halti by a spontantous act which would be the
moat eloquent affimmation of & common will towards friend-
ship, towards better understanding, towards inter—American

economic
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economic cooperation and collaboration for the wellbeling
respectively of the nations of the three Americas.
It is with this conforting hope, Mr. President, that
I have the pleasure of renewing to Your Excellency the
assurances of my strong and constant friendship.
(8igned) Stenio Vincent
(Prepident of Haiti),

LA DRH:GMH 38
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LE PRESIDENT

oE LA

Fort-au-Prince, le 18 Nowembre 198 3

REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI

e

Monsieur le rrésident,

vés le signature de notre Accord du 7
aoldt dernier, il m:avait paru opportun st il me sem-
ble encore utile d'éorire 2 votre Excellence une let-
tre particulidre au sujet de cet évinement considéra-
ble, dont 1'importance ne ssurait etre exagérde, vu sa
signification et sa portée aussi bien gue l-espoir qu‘il
suscite ¢t la promesse qu'il implique et dont 11 aest
relsonnablement possible d:attendre 1 heursuse réalisa-
tion dans un proche avenir,

GC'était en meme temps 1'oocasion - et je
la saisis avec un vif plaisir - de rendre au distingud
plénipotentiesire de votrs Excellence un hommage mérité:
ce n'est d'ailleurs que justice due su tact, A la droi-
ture de Moneieur Hormen armour, & toutes les qualités
de l'homme qui ont si bien servi le diplomate au cours
des délicates négoclations qui aboutirent au résultat
dont 11 est permis & nos deux wouvernements de se rédli-

citer.

A Bon Exoellence
le rrésident Franklin D. HOOSEVELT
Maison Blanche

NASHINOTON

e |

T
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LE PRESIDENT

Bt L Fort-au-Prince, le 198
REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI
R
2

Pour se part, le vouvernement haltien, animé,

Votre excellence le sait bilen, du sincére désir d'en-
tretenir avec le wouvernement des Etats-inis des rap-
porte de palx et d amitié basés sur 1'équité, a donné
la preuve la plus éclatante de sa bonne volonté, de sa
loyeuté, de son serupuleux respect des engagements in-
ternationsux, de sa ferms résolution de les exédcuter de
bonne foi, et ceux qu'il a hérités des Gouvernements
précédents =t les siens propres, rel est le sens sxsot
de 1'Accord du 7 Aolt dens ses dispositicns rinencidres
qui, du fait qu'elles sont contformes sux stipulations du
protocole de 1919 et du contrat d ' emprunt de 1922, n'en
sont pas moins de nuture, comme le sont d'ailleurs oces
engagements antérieurs eux-mémes , & porter atteinte &
des attributs essentiels de la -ouveraineté d'une nation
amie,

vet amoindrissement d'un membre de la grande
famille paneméricaine, est-il, aprés tout, bien néces-
salre

C'est d'ores et déjd la gloire de Votre Excel-
lence d'avolr imauguré dans notre hémisphére la plus hau-
te politicue gui pdt Btre conque et la plus cleairvoyante

4 mettre en pratique par le chef de la plus grande et de
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LE PRESIDEWT
BN LA FPort-gu-Prince, le 193

REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI

SR

la plus pulssante Hation des Américues: politigue
tendant & eréer une etmosphdre de sclidarité et de
séeurité entre les peuples américeins, &4 Les rap-

procher les uns des autres en groupant et en conci-

lient leurs intéréts, de menidre 4 rmire de l'ensem-
ble des stats emériceins une sorte d'unite interna-
ticnale basée sur la souverainetd politicue des peu=
ples &t la consclence précise de leurs responsabilités
les uns envers les sutres,

yuelles plus belle politigue, san action, gque
cette nouvelle politique de bon vouloir Y Aprés avoir
contrioué & aplanir bien des dirrieultés et racilite
la reprise du controle de nos principaux Barvices pu-
blics, en essurant la libér-ation compldte de notre ter-
ritoire 4 partir du ler octobre 1934, elle justifie no-
tre désir de reprendre sussi rapidement que possible no-
tre compldte scuveraineté.

A la suite et en conséquence des actes officiels
intervenus en 1919 et 1922, notre accord du 7 aodt recon-
nait que ce qui reste du contr8le financier, que les B-
tats-unis ont entendu exercer dans notre pays, se fonde
sur la gerantie des intéréte et de 1l'amortissement de

l'emprunt de 19EE.
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LE PRESIDENT
oE La Port-au-Prince, le 1938

REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI

B T

4

La République d'Halti, malsré la crise sans
précédent qui étreint encore le monde et dont slle
8 terriblenent soufrert comme Lous les autires pays,

non seulement a feit régulidrement faoce & ses enga-

geuenis, mals a méme payé d avance plusieurs annui-
téds. zlle est peut-ftre le seul pays agissant de la
sorte, et uue telle condulte A& 1'égard des crdanciers
atteste gqu'ils ne pourralent avolr de craince sérieu=-
se sur la parfaite régularité du serviee de la dette
heitienne dans 1:avenir.

Les stets-unis tiennent de 1'Amenderent Platt
le droit d'intervenir & Cuba, et, malgré le dévelop-
pement d'une situation politique dvidemment préceire
dane oet intéressant pays volsin, nous consiatons que
leur avis est gue la situation 4 cuba demeure unm pro-
bléme cubain dont la solution ne doit 8tre epportée
qu'eu moyen des seules méthodes cubeines, Cette belle
et généreuse attltude du ouvernement des Etats-Unis
a prodult la mellieure impression sur le peuple Dai-
tien comme sur les sutres membres de l1'Union Panamé=

ricaine, et elle est d'un profond enseiguement.



LE PRESIDENT

Port-au-Prinee, le 193

REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI

5

Ls vouvernement haitien est resté fidéle A son
progreamme de se dégeger sans aucun heurt avec les
statssUnis du régime exception.el &tevii par le trai-
té de 1915 et les accords subséquents. il lui est bien
permls d'envisager, et il espére avec une légitime con-
vietion, que, de sen cotd, le uouvernement des EKtats-
Unis, voulant donner une nouvelle preuve de son désir
de vivre désormais en bon volsin eveo tous les stats
de 1'Amérique, pourralt renoncer & un inutile contréle
financlier en Haitl, dens un geste spontanéd gul serait
ltaffirmation la plus éloquente d'une volonté commune

d'amitié, de meilleure compréhension, de sollabera:iion

et de coopération deonomigque interaméricaine pour le bien-

tre respeetir des peuples des trois Amérigues,
C'est dans eet espoir réconrortant, Monsieur
le rrésicent, que j'si la satisfaction de rencuveler A&

Votre Excellence les amssurances de ma vive 8T constanie

emitié,
et —




/w-ma PRESIDENT DE L& REPUBLIQUE D'HAIT!

7

A Bon kExcellence
ie rrésident Franklin D. ROOSEVELT
ni-dn Blanche
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Mon cher Monsieur le Président,

C*est avec le plus grand plaisir que
j'accuse réception & Votre Excellence de son
amical Message du 13 Aodt dernief, Message par
lequel Elle a bien voulu envoyer au Peuple Hai-
tien ainsi qu'a moi-méme, les voeux qu'Elle for-
me pour nous a l'occaéicn des fétes du 21 Aodt
qui marquent, comme Elle le dit si bien, le
commencement d'une ére nouvelle pour Haiti.

Ce sera, parmi les grandes oeuvres de votre
fructueuse et sage edministration, l'une des
plus belles que d'avoir aussi généreusement
travaillé & raira_rﬁgnar la paix morale dans

tout cet hémisphére par une saine pratique de

Son Excellence Franklin D. Roosevelt
Président des Etats-Unis



la justice internationale et du respect mutuel,
dans les rapports des peuples, petits ou grands,
cul se partagent la souveraineté des deux Améri-
ques. Et entre les multiples satisfactions mora-
les qu'auront rapportées & votre Grand Pays, vo-
tre administratinn désintéressée et énergique, la
plus précieuse sera, sans duufa, 1'am1t13 confiante
et la reconngissance indéfectible de ses voisins,
Le Peuple Haitien s'en réjouit d'ores et déja,
et son Gouvernement avec lui, J'ai la certitude
que, gréce 4 la noble politique ihauguréa par Votre
Excellence et qul a rasséréné 1'atmosphdre des
deux Amériques, ce qui subsiste de la perticipation
des Etats-Unis d'Amérique aux affaires intérieures
d'Haiti cessera bientét. Et ce sera désormais, sous

liégidn des ralatiunnliuunnniquea et commerciales



mutuellement satisfaisantes, l'dre de 1l'amitid et
de la confiance entre nos deux Pays,

Je remercie bien sincérement Votre Excellence du
souvenir qu'Elle a gardé de la réception que mon
Gouvernement et le Peuple Haitien lui ont faite au
Cap-Haitien, et de sa bienveillante appréciation de
ce qul a été fait pour luil rendre agréables les
trop courts moments qu'Elle a bien voulu passer dans
ce Pays qui l'a plania-déjﬁ, et avec justice, au
nombre de ses bienfaiteurs,

C*est avec empressement que je saisis cette occa-
sion pour wvous renouveler, Monsieur le Président,
les assurances de ma plus haute considération, ainsi
que les voeux sincéres que je forme tant en mon nom
qu'en celul du Gouvernement et du Peuple Haitiens,

pour votre bonheur personnel et pour la prospérité



de la Grende Nation Américaine.

Cavdealoivad, Sl s
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Son Excellence Franklin D. ROOSEVELT
Président des Etets-Unis

Maison Blanche

WASHINGTON D.C.
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(Translation)
THE PRESIDENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF HAITI
Port-au-Prince,
September 3, 1334,

My dear Mr, President:

It 1s with the greatest pleasure that I acknowledge
the receipt of Your Excellency's friendly message of
August 13th last, a message by which you were good
enough to transmit to the Haitian people, as well as to
myself, the good wishes which you felt toward us on the
occasion of the festivities of August 21st which marked,
88 you have 8o well said, the opening of a new era for
Haiti.

It will be one of the finest among the great works
of your wise and fruitful administration to have so
magnanimously labored to bring about the Teign of moral
peace throughout this hemisphere by a sound application
of international justice and mutual respect in the
relations of the nations, large or small, which share
the sovereignty of the two Americas. And doubtless,
of the manifold satisfactions of the 8pirit which your
disinterested and energetic administration will have

brought
His Excellency
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States.
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brought to your great country, the most precious will
be the friendly trust and unfailing gratitude of its
neighbors.

The people of Haiti rejoice in thie already, and
their Government rejoices with them. I feel certain
that, thanks to the noble policy inaugurated by Your
Excellency, which has driven the clouds from the
atmosphere of the two Americas, what remains of the
participation of the United &ates of America in the
domestic affairs of Haiti will soon disappear. And
from then on there will be, under the aegis of
mutually satisfactory economic and commercial rela-
tions, an era of friendship and of confidence between
our two countries.

I thank Your Excellency very sincerely for your
remembrance of the reception which my Government and
the Haitian people gave you at Cap-Haitien, and for
your kind appreciation of what was done to render
agreeable to you the momente, all too brief, that you
were good enough to pase in this country which has al-
ready - and Jjustly - numbered you with its benefactors.

It 18 with cordiality that I avail myself of this
opportunity to renew to you, Mr. President, the assur-
ances of my highest consideration, as well as my

eincere



al

sincere good wishes, - both in my own name and in
that of the Haitian people and their Government - for
your personal happinese and the prosperity of the
great American nation.
Cordially yours,
(8igned) Stenio Vincent.

TR: JWP: IMS
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Mon cher Président et bilen Cher Ami,

Il me pareft urgent et impérieux de wvous
falre savolr les raisons de 1'attitude gque je sulas
forcé de prendre & l'occasion de 1'invitation que
J'al reque de Monsleur le Président Trujillo de le
rencontrer sur notre commune frontidre.

Il me semble indiqué que vous sachiez
qu'en dehors des insultes gretuites esutorisées par
le Gouvernement Dominicain contre mon Pays et mes
concitoyens, 11 est falt usage & 1'Université de
Santo-Domingo d'un Traité de "Droit International
Publie Américein" écrit per Carlos Sanchez y Sen-
chez, Professeur & le Faculté de Droit et 4 la Fa-
culté de Philosophle, et aussi Professeur de Droit
International Public Américein, nouvellement normé
Ambassadeur & Buenos-Ayres, -Traité qui contient, a
la page 105 et sulvantes de 1'#dition 1843, dite
"Edition du Centenaire de la Républigue", volume
XXVI, au chapitre spécial "Le cas dominico-haitien
et le Mendat internstional", un enseignement qui sem-
ble &tre un critérium pour les Dominicains et qui pré-
conise de placer le Peuple Haitlen sous mendat, en mé-
me temps gque la déportation messive de nos concitoyens.
(Voir ANNEXE 1 de cette lettre).

Son Excellence
Honorable Franklin D. ROOSEVELT,
Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique,
Melson Blanche,
Weshington, D. C.




Je sals tout 1l'intéret qu'en la circons-
tance, wous personnellement et le Gouvernement des
Etats-Unis portez & une entente entre le Président
Trujillo et mol, et & une unlon entre les deux peu-
ples qui se partagent la souveraineté de notre [la.
Et Je comprends tréds bien les nobles sentiments qui
vous animent.

Persuadé, cependant, que wvous wvous trou-
vez dens 1'lgnorance des dernidres correspondances
échangées au sujet de 1'invitation qui m'a été fai-
te per le Président Trujillo, Je crols que rlen ne
peut 8tre plus utile que de wous anvoyer, Sous ce
couvert, cople de cette invitation et de la réponse
que J'y ail faite, en méme temps que cople de ma let-
tre du 11 février & 1'Ambessadeur des Etats-Unis,
Monsieur John C. White qui, aglssent officieusement
et emicalement &u nom de son Gouvernement, s'était
intéressé & la question.

Je n'al rien & ajouter & ces documents,

81 ce n'est pour vous dire, mon cher Préaident et
bien Cher Ami, que mon CGouvernement tout entier et
moi-méme, malgré 1'ardent désir que nous nourrissons
d'étre toujours sgréables et & Vous et au Gouverne=
ment des Etata-Unis, pensons intimement gues nous
nous trouverons sussitdt devant un trds grand pro-
bléme intérleur, si le Président de la Républigque
d'Haitl devalt se rendre A& wune entrevue quelecongus
sur la frontidre avec le Président Trujillo. En 1l'es-
pdce, je serais seul & confronter la situation, car
mon Cabinet tout entier se serait démis asussitdt que
cette entrevue sersit définitivement arretés, -comme

du



du reste, Je 1'al éorit 4 1'Ambassadeur White dans
une lettre dont cople est annexée a4 la présente.
Les viclences matérielles et la viclence continue
des écrita, pratiquées en République Dominicaine
contre le Peuple Haitien, ont fint par provogquer
chez nos concitoyens une incubstion dont seul le
tempes pourrs atténuer les effets. Me rendre sur

le frontidre, ces temps-ci, pour rencontrer le Pré-
sident Trujillo équivaudrait pour moi & la plus pi-
teuse des déchéances. J'surais perdu tout reapect
du Peuple Haitlen et toute sutorlté sur lul., Je se-
rals fatalement acculd & la démission et mon Pays
seralt tombé dans un désordre politique, dont Dieu
seul peut deviner les conséguences.

Cecl dit, permettez, mon cher Président,
que Je vous mette sous les yeux certains faita qui
ne menqueront pas de wvous intéresser:

Il est avéréd que, durant 1'année qui vient
de s'écouler, le Président Trujillo a tenté d'éta-
blir en Haitl un résesu d'esplomnege par des Consuls
qu'il norma en des endroits incroyables ou 11 n'y
avalt sucun résident dominicain, -tels que Jérémie,
les Cayes, Hinche, Gressier, Fond-Farisien et Anses-
8-Pitres. La nomination de ces Consuls avait pour
but, dans les deux premidres villes, Jérémie et les
Cayes, de contrbler les activités de la Société Hai-
tlano-Américaine de Développement Agricole la "S.H.A-
D.A " qui prodult du sisal et du caoutchous pour les
besoins de guerre. Aussitdt 1'établissement des Con-
suls en ces villes, la plus fielleuse campagne fut
inesugurée dans ls presse dominicaine contre le Gouver-

nemant
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nement Hailtlen qul aurelt permis 1'installation de
la 5.H.A.D.A, accusée de ruiner le paysan haitlen
et de le réduire en esclavage. Ce méme peysan qui
avoit &té massacré par les Dominicaeins & un moment
donné et dont 11 est dit dans un Manuel de Drolt
gu'il dolt en masse Stre déporté hors du Continent
Américain. Aux autres endroits, le rdle des Consuls
était de maintenir un état de panique dans 1'esprit
des populations paysannes.

Le résultat de toutes ces motivités était
dlarriver & jeter le troubls en Hnifl, pour eréer un
désordre qui ne pourrait &tre que favorable su plan
qu'il est dans 1'impossibilité de réaliser, du fait
de mon attitude loyale envers les Alliés.

Je refussi de donner 1'Exequatur aux nou-
veaux Consuls nommés gqul durent leisser les lieux.
Le Gouvernsment Dominicaln, alors, les nomma presque
tous Attachés & la Légation Dominiceine & Port-au-
Frince. Ici, 1ls peuvent moins exercer leurs activi-
tés nocives.

J'attire, mon cher Président et bien Cher
Aml, votre attention d'une fagon toute particulidre
sur ce que projette le Président Trujillo contre men
Pays et mol, et qul colnecide de fagon troublante avec
ce qul se passe en d'sutres points du Continent, tela
la Bolivie, la Colomble et d'autres payas.

Dans 1'invitetion du Président Trujillo,
vous noterez une allusion & une certaine lettre, en
date du ler Novembre 1843. C'est une lettre dens la-
quelle M. Trujille a ecru de bonne guerre-, sans gque
rien ne justifiéit une telle attitude-, de me menscer
de la révélation de certaines confidences que Je lui

aurals
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suraiks faltes, avant ma Préaidence, croyant par ain-
81 pouvelr me contraindre & mercher dans son sillage.
Je ne vous apprends rien, mon cher Prési-
dent, en wvous disant que la haine et la hargne du
Président Trujillo contre ma personne datent de la
dbclaration de guerre d'Haiti contre le Japon, en rei-
son méme des termes dont j'avais usé en prenant cette
position. A cette époque, se trouvent 4 New York, le
Président Trujille, qui n'était que Généralissime, ne
s'étant pas encore fait réélire, m'adressa le ciblo-
Eremme sulvant en clairi
"PPXZ27 NEW YORE 25 13TH 1H30PM
LE 13 CECEMBRE 1941

"PRESIDENT LESCOT PORT-AU-PRINCE"
"OUR FRIENDSHIF MOVES ME TO ADVISE YOU TO BE ON
"THE ALERT AND TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS FOR YOUR FERSONAL

"SECURITY"
(8): GENERALISIMO TRUJILLO"

dont le contenu, si j'étais un léche, eut df me por=
ter 4 mettre une sourdine & la Juste indignation qu'a=-
valt provoquée en mol la traftrise de l'attaque japo=
nalsze contre les Etats-Unia d'Amérique. Le lendemain
1l me faisait confirmer son avertissement dans un che
blogramme codé au Ministre Dominicain & Port-su-Prince
de 1'époque, M. Ramon Rodriguez. Jamais Je n'ai répon-
du au edblogramme que m'avait adrezséd le Préaident
Trujillo, ni & la communication qu'il m'avait faite
par l'intermédisire du Ministre Dominicain. Contrai-
rement & l'attente du Généralissime -trois jours plus
tard,- c'est en des termes Plus forts, qu'au nom de
mon Pays, je déclarais la guerre a 1'Allemsgne et 4
1'Italie.

81,
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81, aujourd'hui, cette attitude prise 1i-
brement, & un moment trds grave, doit &tre la raison
des viclences du Président Trujille contre mon Pays
ot ma personne, j'accepte d'étre la victime de mon
intransigeance .

Chacun salt que le Préaldent Trujilleo est
un spécialiste de la mise en scéne, solt pour effra=
yer, solt pour faire mccroire & son grand coeur et
& sa haute importence. N'a-t-11 pes eu, 11 y a déjd
deux ana, dans un interview sccordé 4 Monsieur Rey-
nolds Packard, Représentant de la United Press, &
laisser entendre que fe lul devals Cinguante Mille
dollers, =valeur gqu'il m'aureit prétée lors de ma
campagne présidentislle. Cet odieux mensonge avalt,d
1'époque méme, 1inquiété mes amis qui s'empressdrent
de me faire 1l'offre de m'sider & rembourser M. Tru=-
jillo. Je les en dissuadal et, ains! je fis avorter
catte tentative d'esecrogquerie. La vwéritéd est bien
différente de ce qu'avaeit avancé M. Trujilloc au Re=
présentant de la United Press. Et, la wolel: Lors de
ma campagne présidentielle, en 1941, M. Esteban Prie=
to, cltoyen dominicain, Consul Japonais, résidant a
Ciudad Trujillo voyages a Fort-au-Prince et sollicita
de mol une audience gqui ne luil fut pas sccordée. Alors,
1l me fit offrir, pour m'aider dans ma campagne, Deux
Cent Mille dollars, dont Cent Mille en cash et Cent
Mille payables apréda mon élection. Le proposition du
Consul Japonals, que je refusai net, me fut transmlse
par Monsieur le Sénateur Joseph Raphael Noel, anclen
Ministre d'Haiti & Ciudad Trujillo. On essaya, dans
cette affaire, de gagner mon fils, l'actuel Secrétaire

d'Etat
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d'Etat des Relations Extérieures, qul éconduisit le
Consul Japonails, avec son offre.

Il est peut-etre nbcesseire, mon cher Pré-
sldent, de vous signaler le passage sulvant de ma
lettre du 11 février & 1'Ambassadeur White:

Je crols qu'll eat susal de mon devolr de
"vous feire part en toute loyauté, -st cecl confi-

"dentiellement sutsnt pour vous que pour votre Gou-

"yernement-,de certaine réflexion émise au couras du
"Consell de Cabinet tenu hier apréds-midi. Il a'est
"dit qu'une démerche de cette nature, appuybe par la
"haute bilenveillence du Gouvernement des Etats=Unis
"d'Amérique revetait un caractdre d'exceptionnelle
"pasponsabilité, du felt que la vie méme du Président
"de 1a République d'Haiti pouvait se trouver exposée,
"ear un sccident est parfols bien vite arrivé."

Je réalise tréds blen que 1l'attitude hai=-
tienne est un obstacle qui se dresse contre 1'smbau=
chage, en Halti, des ouvriers agricoles par les Do=
minicalins et que, paut-;tra, le désir de cette entre=
vue manifestd par le Président Trujillo est motivéd
par la nécessitd qul se préasente actuellement pour la
République Dominicaine d'avoilr des coupeurs haitiens
de ceanne-g-sucre.

Ne wvoulant point que la position par nous
sdoptée solt un handicap & l'effort agricole de la
République Dominicaine, en wvue de la production de
denrées nécessaires sux pays allids, tel le sucre,
Jo crols devoir faire la proposition suivante:-

Le Gouvernement Haitlen est décidé & per=
mettre l'embauchage des ouvrlers agricoles haltlens

an



en vue d'alder les industries américaines installbes
en République Dominicaine. Pour ce, le Gouvernsment
Haitien traiteralt directement avec lss Représentants
des Etats~Unis, =afin de garantir les ditas ouvriers
contre les mauvals traltements dont 1ls sont trop sou=-
vent les malheureuses victimes, de méme contre la vio=
lation coutumidre des clauses de leurs contrats d'en=-
gagement, =-vu 1'impoasibilité dens laquelle nous nous
trouvons de protéger les vies haltiennes en Républi-
que Dominicaine.

Cette attltude du Gouvernement Haitlen est
inspirée par la vioclence des éorits dominicains con=
tre nos nationaux, =violence gqul nous raméne naturel-
lement & 1'esprit les malheursux incidents qui ne da=-
tent pas de longtemps, et qul nous commands de nous
essurer de toute la protection du Gouvernement Améri-
caln pour la vie de nos ouvrlers agricoles et la stric-
éu observance des clauses de leurs contrats d'embau-
chage.

Du failt de la surexcitation qui se manifes-
te dens les esprits, de l'sutre cdté de notre frontid-
re, nous avons lieu de craindre la possibilité de la
reproduction de la tristes situation de 1937.

La pression que compte faire sur mol le Pré-
sldent Trujille, d'aprds ce qui m'en est revenu, par
la publication des confidences dont je wous ai parlé
plus haut, me laisse totalement indifférent. Ce tris-
te chantage ne peut atteindre que ma personne, si tou-
tefols cette atteinte est possible. Tant pla, pourwva
que dans cette triste conjoneture, plus triste encore
pour celul qui 1'as provoquée, solent sauves la vis de
mes concltoyens et la dignité de mon Paya.

Une



Une rencontre avec le Président Trujille,
pour tirer au clsir cette pénible situstion existant
entre la République d'Haiti et lui, ne serait possi-
ble, & mon avis, que si elle devalt avolr lieu & Was-
hington ol vous nous auriez invité a4 venir, le Prési-
dent TruJille et moi, de fagon officleusse, aprda lea
Fétes du Centenaire de 1'Indépendance Dominicaine. En
votre haute présence, tout ce qu'il y surait & dire
seralt dit une fols pour toutea.

Cependant, je ne crois pas inutile de wvous
falre remarquer, mon cher Président, qu'en moins de
trols ans, j'sl eu & rencontrer le Frésident Trujillo
par deux folas.

Une fols au Cap-Haitlen ou nous avons passé
le Journée entidre dans la plus grande cordialité; et
une autre fols sur la frontiédre, & Villa Elias Pifia
en territoire dominicain ou nous avons déjefiné ensem=
ble, aprés quol nous sormes allés i Belladdre, en ter-
ritoire haitien. Durant toute la journbe, & cette se=
conde entrevue, 11 & régné une atmosphdre d'indiscuta-
ble sympathle.

Et c'est peu de temps apris qu'ont commencé
les attaques les plus brutales contre le Feuple Haitien.

J'espdre, mon cher Président et bien Cher
Ami que la relation de cette situation fort pénible
pour moi et que Je n'al en rien créée, au moment on
Je me consacre avec tant d'ardeur & la participation
de mon Pays & la cause salnte de la coopération totale
ot sincdre avec les Nations Unies, et particulidrement
avee votre greand Paya, ne constitusra pas pour Vous un
trop grend scuei.

Ja
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Je m'en veux de wvous troubler en ces
heures ou votre esprit est dominé par les grands
problémes de la guerre, et Je m'excuse d'abuser,
en cette circonstance, de 1a bonté que wvous m'a-
vez toujours témoignée.

Je suls heureux de pouvelr salsir cette
cecasion de vous réitérer, mon chep Président et
blen Cher Ami, l'assurance de mon indéfectible

amitid et de vousment le plus grand.

F.8.- Je vous prie de trouver, annexées & 1a pré=

sente, les pléces suilvantes:=

ANNEXE 1 - Extrait du Traité de "Droit International
Publiec Américain.

ANNEXE 2 - Lettre d'invitation du Frésident Trujillo,
en date du 9 février 1044.

ANNEXE 3 - Réponse du Président Lescot & 1'invitation
du Président Trujillo, en date du 12 ré-
vrier 1944,

ANNEXE 4 = Lettre, en date dy 11 février 1944, du
Préasident Lescot & 1'Ambassadeur des Etats-
Unis d'Amérique a Port-au-Prince, Son Ex-
celle Monsieur J. €. White.



ANNEXE )

THAITE DE DROIT INTERMATIONAL FUBLIC AMERICAIN
de M. Carlos Sanchez y Sanchez
Edition 1843
Edition du Centenaire de la République
Volume XXVI
)
CHAPITRE SPECIAL
e
IE CAS DOMINICO-HAITIEN ET IE MANDAT INTERNATIONAL
L2 2

LES ORIGINES RIOLOGIQUES DU PROBLEME
(Fage 103 et suiv.)

g

"Voyons cet aspect du probladme. Il faut commencar par
"eonsidérer que 1'indice scclal rudimentaire du bas poaupla
"de nos volsins, 1'infime standard de vie de ses classes
"inférieures et montagnardes qui les ports & se multiplier
"en une progression menagante, leur conformisme &veo un é=
"tat social dépourvu d'idéal, les inclinant & la paresse,
"pulsque seul 1'idéal stimule l'homme et le lance & la re=-
"cherche de nouveaux destins, L'absence d'une classe moyenne
"aggrave le probldme et prouve irrécusablemsnt que le maté-
"riel grégaire est d'une bous qui ne peut stre modelée,

"Haltl & une brillante classe supérisure, et son action
"dans le monde de la pensée et dans le secteup soclal mérite
"tous mes respects. Ce n'est pas a cette classe que Jo me
"réfdre, et je désire l'affirmer, Je me réfire & cette oclas-
"se infime qui est d'une majorité écrasante et qui parait
"sans rédemption, si wvrai qu'il & été impossible & la classe
"supérieure de créer avec elle cetts classe moyenne si néces-
"saire au développement harmonieux dea peuplea,

"Toute fin est un but & réaliser et garde dans son sein
"un souffle vital. Nos volsins du peuple n'ont qu'une seule
"fin: vivre avee le molndre effort possible, comme des
"boues & la dérive, Ce molndre effort, le plus souvent,

"pousse leurs classes les plus bassea, qui sont précilsément
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"celles des réglons frontidres, & rechercher la complliclité
"de la nult et la faveur de l'attaque brusquée pour joulr
"du travail du volsin laborieux. Le wolsin se défend et le
"ehoe surglt,. Pourtant 1'intensité du probléme na réalde
fpoint en eslaj elle réside en ce que l'unique distractlon
"de ces etres dew sous-couches soclales est de ses multiplier,
"Et, 1ls se multiplient, en offet, avec la force expanslve
"de la vapeur qul falt éclater la chaudidre, Et, 1ls écla-
"tent par la frontlére; 1ls la violent, parce qu*i le falre
"lss obligent la lol du nombre et une indiscutable inclina-
¥tion & la rapacité., Ils débordent comme une grande marde.
"gue falre? Devona-nous supporter cette poussde corruptrice
"gven la meme dangereuss indifférence de nos ancetres qul
"gupportAdrent l'avance de la tribu de la Tortue? Sommes=
"nous obligés & rabalsser notre indice ethnique, notre pa-
Mtran moral et notre civilisation supérieure? Il n'y a pas
"de lol, ni divine, ni humaine, qui nous oblige & recevolr
"sur notre sol un détritus soclal. Nous lea dominicaina,
"nous ne sommes pas obligés de résoudre les problidmes d'Hal-
"ti, Alors, nous devons avousr que nous sommes en face d'un
probldme panaméricaln. Notre intentlon & toujours été la
"mellleure; cela, l'histoire le démontre. Nous avons tou=
"jours woulu aborder le probldme avec sympathls et un réel
"sentiment de pltié pour nos wisine., Mals, quand la wvague
"oroltra, que ferons-nous? Que nous conseille-t-on de falre?
"Pour 1'Etat volsin lul-méme le probldme est aigre, parce
"gue, nous ls supposonsa, 11 désireralt épurer sa rece, mal=-
f"gré sea affirmations constitutionnelles, et, comme c'est
"logique, bannir un paupérisme sl extréme le plus loin
"nossible. 51 ses gouvernants mettent de coté des ralsons
"santimentales et cette espdce de comédie internationale

"gu'exposent Au solell ceux gqul exploitent le chauvinisme,
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"et se dédient, avec une résolution efficace, & reisonner
"ls probldme, ils verront que cet élément de si basse ex=
"tractlion raclale et psychique n'est qu'un obatacle & leur
"progréds national, Quelle doit etre, done, la solution?

"Le Mandat International, uniqum solution posaible.=
"L'institution de Mandat International fut établie par le
"Pacte de la Soclété des Nations, & la fin de la derniare
"Grande Guerre, Ses dispositions tendent 2 présarver, 8
"garantir et & diriger la vie des peuples qui n'ont aucune
"ou peu de préparation pour le gouvernement propre. Jus=
"gqu'aux tribus sauvages, groupes humains de conditions pri-
"mitives, entrent dans les limites de ses prévoyantes régle-
"mentatlons, Nouz pourrions dons, dana le cadre de l'orga-
"nisation panaméricaine et au moyen d'une convention inter-
"naticonale, leur chercher une patrie 8 ces éléments haltiens
"gul wvivent encore dans des conditions de tribu, et leur
fchercher cette patrie dans une région du globe, propice aun
"développement de leur mode de vie. Et, sl leur bas niveau
"mental est incapable de créer une nouvelle Libériam, ils
"pourralent, placés sous un mendat international quil dolt
"giinspirer de l'article 22 du Pacte cité et que dolt néces-
"sairement exercer Haltl, et conselllés par un organisme
"international, vivre comme des etres humains, résignés a
"leur destinée en s'améliorant lu;lun un rythme de "tempo
"lento", mals &lolgnés de la fatallité traglque qul enime
"ls brult des armes et des coups de feu dans le milieu du
"Continent Américain. Ainsi, nous aurons tous gagné, eux
"les premlers, et ainsil sera gagnée la paix eméricaine,
"Four cela, Je les répdte, 11 faut assainir le milieu, si
"l'on weut préserver la structure de notre "jus gentium

"pacis",



N\,

<

e |

fifoen Présiaentiolrs
Rérublique Doninicsine. ANNEXE 2

Ciudad Trujille
Matrict de ZJanto=-Domingo,
9 Février 1044.

YMon cher Muic;mt Leacot,

Encore qu'd cotte dnte Je n'sle prs ou le
plaiair de recevolr une réponse 8 ma lettre du ler Mo=
vombre de l'annde dernidre, jo désire wous dorire de
nouvesu f l'sccaslon de la trds procheine célbbretion
du Fremier Centemalre de la République.

Jtestime que 1'un des devoirs primordisux
dee Présidents dea deux pays, le votre et le mlen, est
de provequer, patronner et encournger une politique de
borme comprdihension, et de promouvelr un ropprochenent
effoetif entrs les doux pouplos.

Jo penae, de nﬁm, que la eélibrotion du Con=
tensire de 18 République, loin d'étre un motif de res-
sentiment, doit nous porter ¢ jJeter un volle sur les
quostiona historiquea du pessd et nous inciter 8 une
nouvelle vle de cordislité, tant en ce qui a troit o
nos deux gouvernements qu'on ce qul ase r pporte 8 nos
pouples rospectifa.

Clest pourquol, mon cher Président Leszcot,
solsissant une occoslon sussi exceptlonnelle, Je vous
enwie la plus cordisle invitestion pour une entrevus
aur EI.I frontidre, afin que, conjointement, nous procle=
mions 1'exlstonce d'une smitié ferme entre dominicains
ot hoitions, et cdlébrions 1n paix régnonte, qul doit
étre la norme permenente de nos relotions. ' dos ré-
sultste le= plus importsnts de cette ontrevue, dons 1'or-
dre spirituel, doit otre 1'¢rection d'un monment chrie=
tien que Jo propose d'ériger on un lieu approprié de la

1immne
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1ime frontslldre, corme un symbole de 1s paix qui
rigne heureusement entre nos deux pays.

Jo vous prie de volr, tont dans 1'invita=
tion que Je vous sdressre, que dsns lo proppeition dté=
riger ce monument, de nouveaux témoimmspges de co que,
toujours, J'sil vu dens 1s pelx et dens 1m rcordislité
lo fin lo meilleure des relations entre 1o ffipubl 1 que
Dominiceine ot Maiti.

Je suis sir de vous avolr offert une nouvelle
preuve des sontimenta aincdres qui m'eniment, ct je
erois que s! vous vous sentez Inspiré do cos mémes sen=
timents, vous co-prendrez gu'sucune sutre parlnnfm ne mo
Toit oplr que celle que toujours existe la mellleure
onlitié entre nos deux gouvernements et entre nos deux
peuples, surtout su moment ol nous nous évertuons 8 of=
frir notre sind la mellleure & la cause des nations ale
1ibes et & la soliderité continentale.

Jo vous selue avec toute ma considération,

{5): Rafeel L. Trujillo

don Excellence

Yonsleur Elﬂ,.lu Lescot,

Président de ls République d'Maiti,
Falois Natlonal,

Fort=su=Frince.



\ * ik PRESIDENT ANNEXE 3
\ de la Palals Nationul, Fortesu-Prinee, lo 18/2/44.
REPUELILUE E

¥on cher Frisident Trujille,

Clest mvee 1'intéreét que v us dovez deviner
quoe Stal pris connalssance :lu Votre lettra du 9 févrior
en couras, duns lacuelle, & l'occusion de ls eélébration
prochaine du Contensire de 1'Indépondance de la Républi-
que Dominicalne, vous re conviez & patronner et & encoue
rager une politicque de bonne comprdhenalon ot dteffectirl
rapprochecent entre nos deux peupleos.

J'al particulidrement noté que, pour donner
un sigme tangible de 1l'harmonie qul régne entre les peu=
ples haitlen et dominleain, vouas eusslez désird qutil y
eiit entre nous une entrevue sur notre cormune I'rontidre;
aprds quol nos deux gouvernements eusscnt pu driger 4 la

‘ 1igne do démarcation de notre souveraineté nationsle un
monusent co nimoratif de l'entente ot de la paix gul -
| gnent entre nos deux paya,

: Une telle dirwrche part certes d'un excellent
nuturel ot souligne sans nul doute le désir qui wous ani-
me de maintenir et de renforeer les relutions amicales
qui, & ma connulssance, n'ont Jamals cescd dlexister en-
tre nos gouvernements.

Mieux gque personne wous savez gue le Gouverne=

ment que j'al 1'honneur de prisider a to.jours été mi

Son Exeollence
Morisieur Bafael L. TRVJILLO,
Proaldent de la République Dominlcaine,
! Ciudad Trujille, N.D,
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par dos sentlments d'une sympathle non dqulvoque en=
vera le Oouvornement et le Pouplo Nominicuins, =—se
tenunt par alnsl dens la ligne d'une tredition dﬁji
vieille et d'une politicue fortement bashe sur l'u=
nion et la soopération continentules qul sont tellee
pont indispensables & notre Hémisphire, en cotte pé=
riode de guorre, ot i se réivwiloront tellement utle
les duns l'aprdés=guerre.

Copandunt, cette attitude amicale gui noua
permottalt de supputer & Juste titre une atmosphére
de comprihenaion sympathique, dont Je me plelsals a
oeroire qu'elle contribuerait largement & notre déve=
lopperent harmonieux sur wne flo dont nos deux peu=
ples partagont la souveraineté, ne nous a wulu, do=
puis d—.’.rji des mols commo vous le savez, que les at-
tagues los plus méchantes et les plus outrapgeantes
de la Presse et de la Hadio dominloalnes.

(uelgues grundes gu'alent &td lea blessu-
rea fultes en nos goeurs par cette canpagne, nous
avons toujours wvoulu ignorer ces assauts que rien
ne pouvait Justifier. Mals i1l ne demoure pus molns
vral, =et cela, wvous le concoves alsiment=, qu'une
incubatlion s'eat opérde dans notre peuple par oulte
de cos inutiles attagques gue soul le terps devra pou-
volr faire oubliers Cea blessures ont Gté malheurou=
serynt rouvertes par la rvilotion d'un ooura de
Droit International, officlellemnt professd & la Fa=
culthi de Drolit de 1'Tniversitéd de Santo=-Domingo.

Nous sormes tous deux, vous ot mol, con=
dustoura de peuples. It pour pu part, la Charte Cons—
titutionnelle de mon Pays folt de nol la porsonnifi=-

catlion



cution mérw de la latlon Huftlerme, dont Jo dols
sontir les battements du cosur et en tenlr compte.
Cteat pour nos peuples, dont nous scrmes, vous ot
mol, les premiera mandataires, que nous aduinistrons.

Aureis=Je 4td personmollement l'chblet dlate
tagues les plus vlolentes et les plus dures qul ten=
dralent & Joter le disoridit le plus total sur me
poersonne} cos malwelllences osuralent=elles Oté pro=
pagbe sux quatre colns du monde, Je me erols une ame
asseg chrétierme pour ignorer ot pardomner de parells
actes, qul n'sureient la prétontion que de diminuer
o seule personn@.ss Mols, le destin wout que Jo sols
actuellement le Chef d'une lation duns lequelle Je
m'intdpre intimerment; et & co compte, toutes ses dou=
leurs, corme toutes ses gloires, cont profondiment
nilennos,

AMussi blen devonssnious; =Jje ls ponse sin=
ocdronent=, lolsser falre le tempa, avant de nanifes=
tor une nouvelle fols cettoe sympathie qui n'a Jomaols
copsd d'exister entre nou: et les Oouvernemonts quo
nous prooidons. Et 8'il m'est permis & mon tour de
vous feire une invitation, etest cclle de nous enton=
dre & cor vier nos deux peuples a b-’tir, d'abord dans
le coaurde l:mu’ll pomment de cotto anitld frator=
nelle qui ne peut eétre que profitable & rotre progris
ot nous permettre de tenir une place digne et enviae
ble dans la grande fanille andricilne,

C'out le but vers lequel nous devona aller
pane défolllence pour le plus grand blen et lo plus
grand bonheur de nos collectivitis.

Jo veux salsir cette opportunitéd d'envoyer

mes

-
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mes meilleurs voeux & la Nation Dominieslne & 1'oe=
caslon de la edlébration du Premier Centenalre de
Son Indépendance,

Lulssez=-nol vous masurer une nouvelle folse,
mon cher Président Trujillo, de toute ma considéra=

tion,

(3)+ E. LEsCOT




w ANEXE 4 11 Février 1044,

Mon cher Ambessadeur,

Aprds 1'intéresssnte conversation que j'eus
le pleisir d'avoir avec vous en mon Cabinet, hier, au
sujet de l'invitetion que J'ai reque du Président Tru=
J11lo, -invitation dont vous aviez d&Ja ou copie, Je
erols bon de vous marquer comblen J'étals disposé a
falre plalgir au OGouvernement dea Etats=Tnis d'Anbri-
que qul, p; votre haute entremise, & bien voulu a'ine
téresser 8 1a suite que Je comptals y donners

Uniquement mii, comme vous le savez, par le
désir de manifester encore et toujoura ma bonne volon-
té personnelle, en wvue d'éviter toute friction avee le
Gouvernement du Président Trujillo et de contribuer &
wsrentir toujours une palx si nécesseire & notre Conti-
nent, j'avals blen voulu répondre favorablement & la
démorche qul éteit felte nupr;h de mol.

léanmoine, en une clrconstence sussl ~rave
ot Importante pour la dipnité heitienne qui et mige
en jou depuls quelque temps déja per les Gerits les
plus vlclents contre mes concitoyens, 11 s'est avéré
pour mol Indlspenseble, cormme wvous le comprendrez bHilen,
J'en suls siir, d'avoilr ls compldte et totale adhésion

de mon Gouvernoment.

Son Excellence
NMonslewr J. Ceampbell WHITE,
Arbossadeur des Etata=Unis d'Amérique,
Ambasrade des Etate=tnis d'Amérique,
Port=au=-Prince.
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Or done, au cours d%n Consell de Oouver-
nenent, temn hier & 4 heures de 1'eprds-midl, Jtatl
folt pert 8 tous les Seorétuires A'Ntst ot Sous-Se-
créteires d'tat réunis de 1'invitatlon que J'avals
ou 1'thonneur de recevolr. Tous ces houts fonctlomnati-
res, avec la modérstion la plus gronde et ls plus sal-
ne logique,ont é&mls une opinion identique et unonime,
-8 savolr que le Chef de 1'Etat, personnification mame
de la Nation, selon la lettre de 1'Article 31 de notre
Charte Mul‘-it‘utim}.:_la, se trouve atteint par toutes
les injures feites 4 la Natlon Haitienne ot qu'en de-
hors de toutes les violences publifes dans 1n Presse
dominicalne et diffusfes per la Radlo contre le Peuple
Hoitien, 11 a été récemment révélé & ce meme Pouple
Haitien 1'enscignement outragesnt profes+é & la Poowl-
té de Droit de 1!&:1-:«“11:4 de ZSonto-Dominpo ot conte-
nu dens un Manuel de Droit publlé préclsément aux Fdi-
tiona du Centenaire, -onseignement qul semble former un
critérium pour les Dominicsins et selon lequel le Pou-
ple Haltien devrait &tre placé sous mendat, tendis
qutune déportstion en masse de nos concitoyens est pré=
coniafe dans ces cours.

Lo Gouvernement Dominicain, pour sutsnt que
nous le sachions, n'a jJemals désopprouvé un tel ensel-
memente. I1 sersit done pour le moina ftrange que le
Président de 1s République, personnification intéprale
de 1s Natlon Maitienne a1 brutelement attaquée, donndt,
per une quelconque menifrstation personnelle, le témol-
gnage qu'on sollieite de Iul.

En sglssent comme on 1'esplre fo me trouve-
rals immbédistement on face d"une erise de Cabinet, eny

tous




tous les Zecrétoires d'litet et les Sous-Secrétaircs
d'Ttat n'ont pes menqué de me lslsser & entendre
qu'lls préféreralent démissionner, al le Chef du Gou-
vernement laltien devalt sccepter & réponire & wne in-
vitation de cotte noture, -c'est-d-dire se¢ rendre &
une entrevue sur le frontidre pour une quelcongue ma=
nlifestation. Bt Je ne voudrals pes &étre respons-ble
de la résction qui pourrsit se produlre, comse du
reste Jo ne porte pos le rosponsebilitd de 1ls riac-
tion d6Jé produite dens notre Peuple.

Pm.l::'.m port, voulent dviter toute compli-
catlon qul pourrsit intervenir ot dens le Couvernement
et dans le Pays, en ces temps ol précisiment la palx
publique ne doit, sous sucun prétexte, se trouver ex-
posfe @ Stre troublée, je crols devolr vous menifese
ter dens une lettre, su llcu de vous les exposer ver=
balement au cours d'une entrevue, les raisons de 1'at-
titude que Je suis smené & prendre.

Copendant, le Cobinet Miniatériel tout en=
tler m'a suggiré, -et Je suls pleinement d'accord
evee lul-, dans un but do conciliation, en face de 1a
démerche du Président Trujillo, gque Jo fes e compren=
dre au Chef de 1'Stet Dominicain, dens une réponso
courtolse, qu'il sersit deventsge nécesssire, dens
1'intérot méme dos deux Netlons qui se purtagent la
souveraineté de 1'Ile, qu'une fin soit mise & ls pu-
blication pirlodique des ﬁo_:l-it: molheureux de ls Pres-
se Dominicaine contre Heltl et le Peuple Maltien, ain-
81 qu'aux {m!isslons de méme neture de la Radio Domini-
caine. Le seul moyen d'arriver & crfor le climat de
confisnce qul pulsse permettre que solt érigé un monu-

; ment



ment d'abord dsns le coeur des Naitiens et des Do-
ninicains, avent qu'il ne solt concrétisé en wune
oeuvre d'art @ placer sur notre commmne frontidre.
Je c:ruiu qu'il est sussi de mon develr de
vous felre part en toute loyauté, -et geel confiden-

tlelloment putant pour yous due pour volre Oouverng-
ment-,de certeine réflexion émise au gours du Consell

de Cablnet tenu hier aprés-midi. I1 s'est dit qu'une
:Mnarn}w_ de cette nature, sppuyée per ls haute blen- '
velllence du Oouvernement des Etatn=lnis d'Amérigue
revotolt un coractdre d'exceptlcnnelle responsabilité,
du i;'uit que la vie méme duy M:Tidmt. de ls Républlique
d'Haltl pouvalt se trouver exposde, car un gccident
est perfols blen vite arrivé.

Devont ces i its dont la gravité ne ssursit
vous échupper, et qul me mettent dsns une poalition dé-
licate vis-i-vis et du Peuplo Hsitirn et de mon Gouver=
nement, vous comprendrez l'sttitude que ]'sdopte. Lt
Je suls certain que le Gouvernement du Pauple noble et
fler des Etats=Unis d'Amérique comprendra aisfrent
1l'atditude de dignité que le Gouvernement Mnitlen & dé=
cldé de prendre en 1'ocourrence.

Pulaque déJ8 cople vous & 6té donnde de 1'ine
vitatlon qul m's été folte, jJe ne menquersi pac de vous
envoyer cople de la réponse que J'surel foite ou Présl-
dent Trujillo.

Avent de torminer, Je veux asrurer le un-
vernement des Btats-Unis d'Amérique qu'en retour dMune
attitude concillente et smlcele du Peuple Dominicain,
contre lequel n! mon Gouvernement ni le Pouple Haitien
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ne nourrissent smucun sentiment de rancoe r ou de
Jolousle, Je prends solennellement l'enpgugement le
Plus formel qu'sucun scte de provecntion n'surs 1lieu
sur le territolre heaitlen contre le peuple ou le Oou=-
vernement Dom'nicain.

M*autre part, le Jouvernement Haltien re-
nouvelle 1'assurcnce qu'il ne permettras pas, =ur le
territolre haitien, der actes provoqués solt par des
exllés dominlceins, solt per tous sutres individus,
contre la paix publigque on République Dominiceine.

En outre le Gouvernement Maitlien réoffirme
86 volonté de ne pas donner asile & des Individus onne=
nis du Couvernement Dominicain, ot qui se trouvent &
ltétrangery =-ct ce, en vue de donner la plus grende
quidtude su Gouvernement Jeminicain.

Je salslas cotte occsalon de vous renouve=
ler, mon cher Ambessodeur, les assursnces deo mes sen=

timonta les plus cordiaux.
(&) E.lssceT
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WaEn G T, B O

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.
LETTER TO PRESIDENT LESCOT.

With reference to my memorandum of February 26
to you transmitting & proposed letter to Fresident
Tru)ille, a lengthy communiecatlion referring to some
of the same issues hae now been recelved from Pres-
ident Lescot of Haiti., This letter with four annexes
is enclosed herewith together with translations.

M, Lescot covers a number of subjlects including
obnoxlous comments on the Haltlan people appearing
in a seml-official Dominican publication; his unwill-
ingness to meet President Trujillo at the border;
the unusual activities of Dominican consuls in Halti:
the possibllity of migration of Haltlan s laborers
to the Dominican Republle; and his own willingness
to come to Weshington to confer with Presldente
Roosevelt and Trujillo. One of the documente to which
Freeldent Lescot refers, muul% an earlier letter
addressed to him by President Trujille on Hovember 1,
1943, was sent to you under cover of my memorandum
of February 17, 1944.(dacdrd)

If you approve and sign the enclosed letter I
shall have it dellivered to Fresident Lescoct. In gen-
eral, this reply followe lines parallel to the Tru)ille
%cttor which wae recently submitted to you for slgna-

ure.

Eneclosurea:

As described above. e
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
February 17, 1944

MEMORANDIM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I am informed by ¥r. Charles W. Taussilg, the
Chalrman of the United States Delegation to the
Dominlcan centennial celebration (to be held from
February 22 to March 3, 1544} that in a conversa-
tion with & day or two ago, you expressed a desire
to see a letter sent by President Trujillo last
November 1 to President Leacot of Haitl, There 1s
ettached a copy of the letter, in translation, which
was made avallable to our Ambassador in the Dominican
Republiec, Mr. Warran.

A8 you will readily recognize, thls communica-
tion deals with the particularly delicate relation=-

ghips Detween the two Presidents and it has been

treated in this Department in the most confident

mANnNnear.

Enclosure: ey / ||

President Trujille
to Prealdent Lesco DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11M

: Ird.mh-uhnuq_fffl {72

."
Copy of letter from , i’ll
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ﬁ ) Ciudad Trujille,

Dletrict of Santo Domingo,
Iranslation:
November let, 1543,
His Excellency Elis Lescot,
The President of Halti,

Port-au=Prince.

My dear President and friend:

On reeding the speech made by you at the end of
May on the occasion of "Flag and University Day", I
felt like writing you to exprese how terribly surprised
I waes at the hidden offenses and serious threats et
forth therein against me, agalnst my Government and
agalnet the Dominican people.

I coneidered, however, that the hatred thus
impreesed on the minde of the Haltlan students had been
& mere resort intended to gain political goodwill, and
not a real expression of the sentiments of the man who
had treated me fraternally and seworn to me an "ever-
lasting friendship”.

How, I wondered, wae it possible to conciliate on
& elncere plane thie openly hostile attitude with the
brotherly affection that the old and dear friend Lescot
bhad said he felt for me? How could one harmonize these
offenses and threats with all the phrases of affection
and profound gratitude which he professed to have had
for me, without any reserves, in all of his letters?

How could the man in whom an absolute confidence
was placed and to whom he had gone on different occasione,
looking for the eolution of sericus and perturbing prob-
leme, be today the object of offensive ocriticism?

1 confess,
REGRdhhﬁ*
T
Tae

s SIFpp
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I confees, dear President and friend, that I gave
the matter what the Americans call "the benefit of the
doubt", and as between new lnsult and eworn good-
friendship, I gave the advantage to the latter.

My falth in the o0ld friend wae, however, shaken
again on reading another speech: the one made by you
on Beptember slxth, on the occasion of celebrating the
4lst anniversary of the death of the Haltlan hero Killleck,

If the oration of May 18th was a velled attack on
the "noble friend" and the Government which had glven
¥ou conetant and generous protection, the espeech of the
gixth of last month wae almost & war cry and & surprlsing
revelation of hatred which has seemingly caused you to
turn your back on a friendship which, in so far as I am
goncerned, has alwaye been maintained unaltered.

I then made the rescluticn to write you sometime
to express my regrets for this radieal change of attlitude
and to point out the contradletion exlisting between your
recent past, 8o full of affection and admiration towards
me and my exeocutive accompllshmenta, and your present,

8o unjustifisbly hostlle to my person, to my Government
and to my people.

I now teke advantage of your return to Port-au-Frince
after your trip to Canada and to the United States of
America, which I sincerely hope afforded you restorative
repose, to write you the letter I had in mind., Excuse
ma, dear President and friend, if my sepontaneous desires
to clear up a siltuation which I have regretted on account
of our old friendship and the supreme duty lmposed upon
us by the serlousness of the moment, has led me to make
thie letter extracrdinarlily lengthy.

Let



-t

Let me now make a brief resusd of this sltuation,

In the speech of May 18th, which, permit me to
repeat with absolute frankness, wae a regrettable implanw
tatlion of hatred in the minde and in the hearts of the
Haitlan youth, you seem to have forgotten the sirong ties
of friendshlp and gratitude, and expreseed in my regard
and that of the Dominican people phrases which hardly
hide a mortifying intention of offense. BSo badly hidden
was thle allusion, that the Haitian press, when comment=-
ing on this speech, belleved it served the purpose which
supposedly had inspired i1t, by bitterly oriticieing
everything Dominlcan.

There is no need, dear President and friend, of
reproducing here such unhappy expressions, which have
been converted in Haltl into banners of rancor and danger-
ous threat, and which have created over there a popular
state of mind which contraste, fortunately, with the one
1 have malntalned here for the good of the normal rela-
tlons exleting between our two countries as well as for
the good of the united effort which in benefit of the
demoeratic cause our two Governments are carrylng out,

In the epesch made by you on September sixth for the
purpces of renderlng homage of admiration to the glory
of Hammerton Killick, the regrettable threat of May 18th
was categorically reaffirmed. In the final paragraphs
of that speech there are expresslions which would have
alarmed Dominlecan patriotiem, and with good reason, had
I not taken care %to avold the popular reactlon which would
have Jjustly corresponded to what that patriotiem could
have accepted as an act of gratultous provocation,.

Now
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Now that I have informed you, dear Presldent and
friend, of the bad impression those epeeches made on
me, I invite you cordially, in the name of our friend-
ship, to calmly reflect on the situation whlch they have
oreated, and to give me, if you conslder 1t pertinent,
the reasons which have induced you to assume thls new
attitude of estrangement towards me and my political
polliey.

I invite you, in the same cordial spirit, to point
out in any of my speeches one single example of perscnal
attack on you or any expresslion tending to awaken in the
Dominican public the slightest intention of impairing
the territorial integrity of Haltl.

In my speechea I have defended our project to
Dominieanlize our frontlers, so badly interpreted by the
superficial obeservers of your country, and I have defended
and will continue to defend it because it 18 inspired
by & high patriotic duty.

The work belng carried out does not imply any danger
whatsosver for Haiti; 1t will rather contribute %o avold
in the future any incidents which might create problems
gimilar to those which you and I helped to solve, in &
satlsfactory manner, in the year 1837, If well sxamined,
thie work of bringing clvilizatlon and the natlional epirit
to the frontier reglone, vlotims of the negligence of
previous governments, ie a most lmportant contribution,
if not in accomplishments, at least in incentives, favor-
ing a vast expanse of Haltlan terrlitory.

Haitl
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Halti ean in no way be hurt by the fact that we
are constructing, all along the frontier lines, citles,
small towne, hospitals, markets, maternity wards, agri-
oultural colonies, schools, churches, slectric plants,
diepensaries, aqueducts and other establishments which
Are not only exponents of progress, but alsc works of
peace and cultural expansion.

The work of Dominlcanizing our frontiers which I am
carrying out is so peaceful and full of noble christian
asplratlon, that I muet declare, dear President Lesoot,
that I would celebrate moet sincerely your undertaking
on the Haltlan side of the border an accomplishment of
eimilar importance and with an identical purpose of peace
and civiliszation,

It ie certain that some Dominican writers have com-
mented frequently on this work of rehabilitation and
that to sustain it they have given reasons which may have
hurt the patriotic susceptibility of many Haitiane. But
¥ou will understand, dear President and friend, that
these reasons stem from undenlable historical facts and
that 1t le lmposelble to ignore the teachinges of the past
when one wante to construct a sound present, liberated,
preclsely, from the afflictlons, the uncertainties and
the expoeure to tragle contingencies of that past.

You know that we have not been invaders. History,
while proclalming this fact, shows that quite to the
contrary Haltl has, since i1t became independent in the
Year 1804, initlated against us a series of acts of bloody
aggression which culminated in 1822 with the Boyer inva-
slon. Thie invasion destroyed the Independent Btate
created by Dr. Josd Nuffez de Cdceres in November of the

Year 1821,
Cur
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Our Republic was definitely established on
February 27th of the year 1844, and in March of that
same year Dominican territory was invaded by President
Herard. In 1845 President Plerrot repeated the ocruel
act of invaslon. In 1845 President Soulouque invaded us
agaln, and presently, having assumed the title of Emperor,
violated in a most reprehensible manner betwsen 1851 and
1854 the truce imposed by three mediating powers: England,
France and the United States of America., Even in 1855
and 1858 Eamperor Faustino still perslsted in his deter-
mination to invade,

You also know that the Dominican Republic has never
had territorial ambitions and that to the contrary, 1t
has renounced lande which legltimately belonged to it in
order that neceesary conciliatory negotiatione should
not come to naught,

The aforesald, dear President Lescot, 1s what we
might call the offlcial aspect of the question, I now
wish to dwell upon the faocts which bear directly on our
friendship and which 1e, therefore, the personal part of
this letter,

I beg you not to consider the oltations I am going
to make as a demonstration of indisorete resentment, but
rather as a helpful evocation of the friendly background
as a basls for my dlscontentment and complaint,

At the time when your change of attitude towards me
was most evlident, I examined my private files and selected
those letters in which you set forth clearly your warm
affeotlion, your gratitude and your admiration towards me

and towards my work of government.
This
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This correspondence begine on March 18th, 1837, on
the eve of your departure from Ciudad Trujilleo for
Washington. In & letter of that same date you told me
the followlng:

Y@reat and good friend: Allow me to express
once more my gratitude for the thoughtful atten-
tlon your kind heart has insplred., You have gusssed
my anxiety on account of a dAiffloult sconomic sltu-
ation on the eve of such an unexpected dsparture.
When and how can I ever reclprocate the ilnnumerable
attentions which I have enjoyed since my arrival
in this country which you have made sgo dear to me?
God will permit me (I do so pray) to demonstrate
some day my gratitude towards you and yours, My
Tfamlly as well ae myeelf are indebted to your gen-
eroslty and your insuperable kindness."

What & ohange of heart I find you have had, my dear
President, since writing that letter of expressive grati-
tude!

On ths 22nd of August of that same year you addressed
me another letter from Port-au-Prince full of receognition.
From that letter I extract the following paragraphs:

"I am now very near you, but circumstances
prevent me from golng ovar to greet you and renew
perasonally my friendship and my recognition,

"Five months have elapsed since I left Ciudad
Trujilleo, and I have not wisghed, for reasocns you
may well lmagine, to carry on a correspondence with
you or any one else in the Dominican Republic, with
the exoeption of my wife and son; I am strictly

watohed,
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watched, but in epite of it all you muet know that

the heart of your friend has not changed, nor can

it ever change, come what may,
"Bince the 12th of thie month I am in Haiti,

All sorte of pretexte have been made to prevent me

from making a vielt to Ciudad Trujille, due to the

fear which the Government has of our friendship.
*On the 13th of next month my famlly is leav-
ing the Dominican Rspubliec for the United States
via Port-au-Frince. Henry, my son, your young
protégd, must also travel with them, eto."

In thie same letter you proclelm yourself to be my
falthful friend and swear that you will never be able to
forget my friendship and the good that I have done you,

Another service rendered you moved you to write me
from New York, under date of February 7th, 1938, a long
letter which starts as follows:

"Great and good friend: (*) I have just settled
the troublesome debts in which the bad faith of

one of my countrymen had entangled me. I owe this

to the ever-inorsasing generoslty of your noble

heart, because you have wanted to put an end to a

elople affalr which from the beginning ecould have

been easlly arranged, but directly as you desired,
"I do not know how to express my gratitude for

your inexhsustible generosity towards me, a proof

of

{(*) Querido y Gran Amigo, hermanc mfo:
Dear and great friend, my brother!
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of which you have given me recently. Thanks,

brother of mine."

Thie letter you sign as Williams, for reasons we
both know.

Eetween this letter and the next one I am going to
clte, more than one year elapses, full of anxiety for
you. Your presidential aspirations are shattered by
Vincent's intentions to continue in power and you send
me through Mr. Andréde Pastoriza, Dominican Minister in
Washington, photestatic coples of all letteres addressed
You by the Haltian Chlef Executive, ms well as other
important documents, amonget which there is a letter from
& high officlal in the Btate Department at Washingten,

Thie delivery of confidential documents is an authen-
tic proof of the confldence you had placed in me and of
the declslive value you attributed to the cooperation you
had solicited from me and I had offered to give you in
the honest good falth of a friend,

On April 11th, 1939, you make, in & long and interest-
ing letter, thie statement:

"The time has come for me to take advantage
of the offers you have not ceased to make me, rela-
tive to faecllitating my coming into the Presidency
of the Republie,”

In other paragraphs of this important doocument you
tell me:!

"I have instructed Gerard to soliclt an audience,
in order that he may go personally to submit my plans
to you and obtain, by reason of our fraternal amity,
the economic ae well ae all other support which may

be
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be indlepensable to my succese. I know that I can

count on you in the moet absolute manner Just as

you can count on me. Falthfulness and Loyalty unto

death is your emblem, and mine as well,"

I do not hide from you, dear President Lescot, that
I have felt profoundly bitter on rereading those para-
graphs, and especially when comparing them with the wveiled
threate you make againset me in your speeches of May l8th
and September &th,

In that pame letter you severely criticlze President
Vincent, who, as you say, hates and envies me, and has
repald with ingratitude all the services I have rendered
and all the political good I have done him,

On commenting the reluctance of Presldent Vincent
to asgume an attitude of frank collaboration wlth the
United Btates of America, collaboration which I have upheld
and shall continue to maintain on & high plane of asoli-
darity, you make the followlng statement:

"That ie the attitude which with the patriotism
and unquestionable perspleaclty of a great statesman

You have foreslghtedly taken, looking towarde the

gecurity and development of your country."

I beg you, dear Presldent Lescot, to consult your
consclience and tell me if I am not right in feeling the
way I do about the attitude you have taken lately.

Another letter of yours dated April 1llth, 1640, written
in Washington, shows your impatience and your desire that
I should help you to precipltate the evente which would

favor your rising to the Presidency of the Republie,
I would
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I would like to reproduce in extensoc this inter-
esting document, but the fear that this letter may become
too tiresome induces me to transcrlbe only the most out-
standing paragraphe.

You etate in that document:

*I have promieed you to go to Port-au~Prince,
but you know very well that I will not leave before
receiving a communication or advice from you, which
I requested some time ago, elther through Pastorliza
or through my son, who tells me that he has trans-
mitted to Santanita all the communicatlons I have
addressed to you.

"There 18 one thing certain, and that is that
in the face of such & situation I cannot remain
indifferent, as thls would only tend to favor my
gdversaries, and on the other hand, 1t behooves me
to make a trip in order to start a presidentlal
campalgn for which your support is indlepensable.

In consequence, I only count on you, my dear and

well=beloved friend.

"One thing 1e sure: Vincent makes no declelons
unless impelled by fear or interest. It is lndie-
pensable to inorease without lose of time the fear
whioch Calixte's permanency in the Dominlecan Republie
inepiree in him., Without making any armed movement,
it would be convenlent for Calixte, with many indi-
wviduals on horseback, to ride from time to time on
the Dajabon and Comendador borders; to find a way to
make thie known to the Haltian authoritlies in order
that Vinocent be informed of the faot., Calixte should

appear
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appear very busy during these days, Any agltation
which Calixte may appear to promote will strengthen
my positlon with Vincent, as I am reputed to be the
only man capable of preventing an uprleing on the
part of Calixte, due to the fraternal friendship
known to exlst between you and me,

"A seriocus agltation on the frontier at this
moment could bring about Vincent's reslgnation, and
if I have money at my dleposal I could win over the
Benatore and Representatives. In the present state
of affairs, it seeme toc me this would be the easiest
way to the Presldency. I hope to recelve your opln-
ion regarding this plan, my dear and well-beloved
friend, within the shortest time possible., Your ,
news will reassure me,

"On the other hand, I am carrylng out another
plan here to gradually eliminate the French Clergy
from my country, which 1lsg the main source of dissl=
dence between our two countries. You are well
informed on this subject.

"Do me the favor, my dear and well-beloved
friend, of letting me know your opinion as scon as
poeelble by cable in code to Pastoriza. The develop-
ment of events worrlies me and I repeat that only from
you do I expect the indlespensable support."

To remind you more precisely, dear friend, of all that
you expected from me with regards to your Presidential
aspirations, I transcribe the text of the letter which,

shortly afterwards, you wrote to your son Gerard.
Well
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Well you know how and why this document came into
my poseeseion, and you also know that I always refused
to support the armed movement you planned, among other
thinge, because I felt such a movement against the Govern-
ment you represgented in Washington as Envoy Extraordinary
and Minieter Plenipotenciary, might prove detrimental to
your reputation and prejudlclal to your presldential
asplrations.

The letter reads as follows!

"If you cannot see my Great Friend, advise him
through Bantanlita that the moment i1s declsive, that
Vincent le preparing a coup 4'dtat, He does not
want to understand that he should leave the presl-
dency. If he sees that 1t le not poseible for him
to remain in power, he ie capable of favoring a
militery coup d4'état with Ma)or Armand as presldent.
My decision not to go to Haltl bothers him, Hie
plan was to keep me in Haltl 1n order to ellmlnate
me, just as he does with all Haltlans he thinks could
gucceed him in the presidency. The United States
are completely opposed to Vincent's remaining in the
presidency; Armand is not liked either, and that 1s
why they have teken away from Vincent all means of
propaganda or of action: Bale of riflee on time,
refused; construction of & hotel, poetponed lndefi-
nitely: vielt of American cathollie dignitaries, alsc
postponed indefinitely; and up to now no one can tell
what will be decided with regard to the moratorium,
The State Department is informed of the statement

made by me to Vincent relatlve to succeeding him in
the
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the presidency at the end of hie conetitutlonal
period, and approves this statement. Everything
that heppene in Halti 1e followed here with great
interest. MNeverthelese I do not count on the
Americans for eny direct aselstance. I only count
on my Friend, I shall remain firm here untll Vincent
mekeg some move to keep himself in power through
gsome ooup d'dtat., In such a case I would reelgn
with a great deal of publicity, and make known to
the publle by means of the prese and the radlo the
'ghamelessness' of the man, using the compromielng
sorreepondence which I have had with him., I would
explain the moral impoesibility of contimuing to
gerve such a dishonorable government. I want my
Friend to know that I have the moet complete and
absolute confidence in the promlses he hae made ms,
and confirm I count only on God and on him, I would
like to know if my Friend 18 in agreement with the
plan eubmitted to act im the manner indicated, and
ghould the neceseity arise, proceed immedlately with
all my femily to the Dominican Republic to organize
without delay and in & CLANDESTINE manner an armed
movement.,

"It would seem advisable that Vincent be worried
by unsettled conditions along the borders or by any
other meane. Tnis would perhape obllge him to come
to terma.

"Abel Leger has been recalled by Vincent and
1s returning to Haitl witn all his family. It seems
that he will be another candidate that Vincent wants

to
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to throw into the ring to complicate matters and

to establish himeelf as referse so as to come out

winner in the game,"

It ie befitting, President and friend, to evoks at
thie point an event which evidences to Just what degree
you have been able to count on me and how much I have
wished to please and help you in your moments of anxlety.
Only due to the intimate nature of this letter and because
I am moved to wrlte 1t by the same cordial spirit of
alwaye, do I permit myself to remind you of euch a deli-
cate matter.

I refer to the loan I made you to enable you to
relmburse the Haltlan Government the sum of $31,250.00
which that Government had dellvered to you for the pur-
chase of a certain quantity of rifles,

Your situatlion at the end of Beptember 1940 was
traglc. The request for relmbureement of that amount
wae desperately urgent. You then came to me and, as on
other ooccasions, found me ready to help you on the basis
of true frlendship.

In a letter you wrote to the Dominican Minleter in
Washington, you refer clearly to this delicate matter,
The letter is dated September 20th and says textually!

"My dear Pastoriza: I am sending you for the
1Jefe!, (Chlef), copy of the letter sent yesterday
to Port-au-Prince, which I coneider very lmportant,
as 1t refers to the suggestlon of which you are
aware.

"In the report attached to the letter, I have
removed the names of certaln persons, so that in

Fort-au=Prince
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Port-au-Prince no one will be able to know who has
given the information contained in the report.

"as I would like %to send the check you know of
by ailr-mail today and which they have asked me for
by cable, I beg you, my dear friend, to do everything
possible to let me have 1t, because the bank closes
at two o'clock in the afternoon. I epoke with the
1Jefe' yesterday, and told him the wonderful thing
he has done for me, saving me from the moet danger-
ous situation affecting my future in which I have
ever found myself.,"

Later, on October 16th of the same year, you wrote
me a long letter in which you informed me of the formula
accepted by Vincent to ensure you the Presidency of the
Republic, In that letter you also refer, with sentlmentsa
of gratitude, to the new proof of friendsnip which I had
Just given you., You sald:

"8hould cireumstances not permlt me to expressa
verbally my appreciation for the fraternal service
you have rendered me, I want to herein relterate my
thanke; and upon reading the sorreepondence exchanged
with regards to the affair you know of, you will
sppreciate the value I have given to your preclous
help, which, I repeat, saved my life. Read, I beg
of you, in order: (1) the letter dated Ssptember 24th,
1940, from Mr, De la Rue; (2) that of Beptember 28th
from the Haltian Becretary of Btate for Foreign Affalrs
to the Secretary for Finanoce; (3) my letter of
Septenmber £7th to the Secretary for Forelgn Affalre;
(4) the letter dated Beptember 30th from the Secretary

for
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for Forelgn Affalre; and finally, the letter dated

Cotober 1l4th which I addressed two days ago to

Hr, Bumner Welles. I awalt the epllogus of this

affailr which will show me to what degree my country

has been placed under the diotatorial yoke of

Mr. 8idney De la Rue. I will keep you informed as

to the results of thls affair,

"I am sending you herewlth a fecelmile of a
letter dated October 6th from President Vincent,
which 1e the anawer to the communicatlon which I
addressed him relative to the interest you had in
knowing whonhe would select to succeed him as
Preeident of Halti."

Bhortly afterward your great dream came true!: Yyou
were Presldent of the Republic of Halti.

In October of 1941 I had the opportunity of giving
¥ou another proof of frlendshlp and showing you, once
more, my dlsposltion to solve in harmony any differences
which might arise betwsen our two governments.

For some time past the stock farmers of the Dominican
northern frontler reglone had been victime of thefte eimi-
lar to those which caused the regrettable lnoldents of
1937,

With a view to avolding further friction, I requested
you to send your son Gerard to Dajabon to verlfy the factsa,
In the meeting held in that town the situation was clearly
established, and your Government gave & communigué to the
press which set forth the truth and fully Justified the
state of alarm in which the Dominican proprietors lived
in thoee regions.

Four
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Four days later, during our interviews in Ellas
Pifia and Belladére, I reaffirmed my conclliatory dispo-
sitlion of old, On that occasion I had the pleasure of
offering you fifty mules for the use of the Haltian Guard
on border patrol,

I 8till have the letter which you wrote me to express
your thanke for the "magnificent present", as well as the
ellppinge from the Haitlan press which commented so
favorably with regard to thie girs,

Pardon me, dear President Lescot, for trylng your
patience in so lengthy a letter, but I needed to have the
echo of & past full of fraternal affection reach You, and
in consequence, favorasd thereby, point out the inconveni-
ences which have been caused by your placing yourself so
far from the real cordlal center of our old relationship,

I would 1ike, dear President and frlend, to close
thie letter with an invitation made in the name of that
past whlch has spoken so eloquently in the documents repro-
duced. I invite you, dear President and friend, to return
to the plane of harmony and good understanding which you
abandoned to the detriment of our traditional friendehip
and the good relations of our two Governments,

On this plane you will find me, a8 always, with open
arms and dlsposed to celebrate, with legitimate satisfac-
tlon, the return of the friend to the ways of comprehenslcn
and of solidarity.

With cordial greetings,

RAFAEL L, TRUJILLO

P
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My dear President Lescot:

I an deaply grateful te you for Your Exeell ‘s
thoughtful letter of February 17 which dealt in
vith the seetlng with President Trujille on
ihe Halt frontisr for the purpose of
dedloating a Fesce Monument,

1 sust with all frankness tell you that [ hoped
such & meeling would teke plage. It was consequently
with the keeneat regret that I learned the unfortu-
nate degree of disocord which has arisen in Haltlan-
Cominlcan relutions to the extent that you were unwill-
ing to meet Fresldent Trujilleo at this time.

The comacn intereats of Haitli and the Desinlean
Hepublie and the wholehearted gollaboration of both
of them in the ooumon war effort lmpose upon thelr
leaders the need for oom;osing thelr differences in
that splrit of sutuval eccnecilistliom, which 1s the es-
sence of the relations exleting between the
speriean republ « Wg have all subsoribed to a I{I-
tem of publie law whieh requlress the pesgeful settile-
sent of dlsputes 1n this heslevhere. 4 ruthless
snsay, who soorns that primeiple, 1» seek to de=
stroy us. ¥e have an lasssapable duty in 8 regard
to our respecilve countrles und to our fellow Lmerioan
republles.

The milltary threat to this heslsphere has hap-
plly dimislshed, and the combined might of the United
Haticne is prese ever sors heavily upon the Axis
e, e peveiite MLmeit Bee (e Pnites
& - n posslble sunity among
IHI.- the gullty Axls leaders see the only possible

sECare

His fzesllsmey
£lie Lesoot,
President of Halll,
rort-as-"rince,
Halsl.
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esoape from the GORsequences of their orime, and
they have done lnr{thh‘ possible to foment such
disunity, They must not succeed.

I feel confident that I eanm count on Jou, my
dear Nr, President, to 4o sverything in your power
0 advance the sause of friendly relations between
fsitl and the Dominican Republie. “lease be sssured
of my friendly and gontinued interest in the satter,
and feel r;n tao :-u uron me “:. I fquru to :-}1

OR you, for whatever assles oan rendered in
Rl‘u.t.n the pescerul ties between our three
countries. A% making the same observation to
Fresldent Trujille who, [ feel eertain, will share
mtﬂmnn which both you and I saintelin in this
matter.

in comeluding, say I thank you for your sugges-
tien rmﬂtn! the manner in whioh it mi be pos-
#lble to supply Heltlan laber to aild De ean agri-
cultursl productien for the war effort. I nave re-
ferred this Suggestion to the rertinent United States
efficiels for the eareful study whioh 1t merits.

¥ith cordial good wishes for Jour personal well.
being, and for that of the Haitlam peeple, I am,
By dear Mp, "resident,

Very sincerely yours .

FRAMKLIN D, ROOSEVELZ



TRANSLATION

National Palace, Port-au-Prince,
February 17, 1944,

THE PRESIDENT
OF THE REPUBLIC

My dear President and very dear Friend,

It appears to me urgent and imperious to inform you
of the reasons for the attitude which T am forced to take
in connection with the invitation which I have recelved
from Fresident Trujillo to meet him on ouwr common fron-
tier.

It seems to me that you should know that aside from
the gratuitous insults authorized by the Dominican Govern-
ment against my country and my fellow-citizens, there is
used in the University of Santo Domingo a Treatise on
"American Fublic International Law" written by Carlos
Sanchez y Sanchez, Professor in the Law Faculty and the
Faculty of Philosophy, and also Professor of American Pub-
lic International Law, recently appointed Ambassador at
Buenos Aires, & Treatise which contains, at pages 103 ff.
of the 1943 edition, called "Edition of the Centennial of
the Republic", volume XXVI, in the special chapter "The
Dominican-Heitian case and the International Mandate” a
teaching which seems to be a criterion for the Dominicans

and

His Excellency
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
White House, Washington, D. C.
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and which advocates placing the Haitian people under man-
date, at the same time as the deportation en masse of our
fellow-citizens., (See ANNEX 1 of this letter.)

I knov how much interest, under the circumstances,
you personally and the Government of the United States
take in an understanding between President Trujille and
me, and & union between the two peoples which share the
soverelgnty of our island. And I understand clearly
the noble sentiments by which you are moved.

Convinced, however, that you are in ignorance of the
most recent correspondence exchanged on the subject of
the invitation which was given me by President Trujillo,
I belleve that nothing can be more useful than to send
you, under this cover, copy of that invitation and my
reply to it, at the same time sending a copy of my letter
of February 11 to the Ambassador of the United States,
Mr, John C. White, who, acting in an unofficial and
friendly capacity in the name of his Government, had in-
terested himself in the question.

I have nothing to add to those documents, unless it
is to tell you, my dear President and very Dear Friend,
that my Government as a whole and myself, in spite of the
ardent desire that we cherish to be always agreeable both
to you and to the Government of the United States, think
confidentially that we shall at once find ourselves facing
a very great domestic problem, 1f the President of the
Republic of Haiti were to attend any interview on the
frontier with President Trujillo, In this matter, I would
be alone to face the situation, for my Cabinet in its
entirety would turn in their resignations as scon as such

interviewwere definitely agreed upon, as, moreover, I

vrote
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wrote to Ambassador White in the letter a copy of which
is annexed to this. The material acts of violence and

the continual vioclence of ¥ritings, practiced in the
Dominican Republic against the Haitian Feople, have
finally provoked in our fellow-citizens an incubation the
effects of which can be attenuated only by time., For me
to go to the frontier, in times like these to meet Presi-
dent Trujille, would be equivalent to the most pitiful
fallure., I would lose all respect from the Haitian people
and all asuthority over it., I would fatally be pushed back
to a resignation and my country would fall into political
disorder of which God alone could Aivine the consequences,

Having saild this, permit me, dear President, to
place before your eyes certain facts which will not fail
to interest you,

It 1is averred that, during the year which has just
passed, President Trujillo has tried to establish in
Haitl a spy system by Consuls whom he appointed in in-
credible places where there was no Dominican resident -
such as Jérémie, Les Cayes, Hinche, Gressier, Fond-
Parisien and Anse-A-Pitres, The appointment of the said
Consuls was for the purpose, in the first two mentioned,
Jérémie and Les Cayes, to check up on the sctivities of
the Haitian-American Company for Agricultural Development,
the "S.H.A.D.A." which produces sisal and rubber for war
needs. Immediately upon the establishment of the Consuls
in these citles, the most bitter campaign was inaugurated
in the Dominican press against the Haltian Government
vhich was saild to have permitted the installation of the
S.H.A.D.A., sccused of rulning the Haitian peasant and of

reducing
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reducing him to slavery. This same peasant who had been
massacred by the Dominicans at & given moment and con-
gerning whom 1t is sald in a Lawv Manual that he should
be deported en masse from the American Continent. In
the other places the rfle of the Consuls was to maintalin
a state of panic in the mind of the peasant populations.

The result of all these activities was to succeed
in causing confusion in Haitl, to create disorder which
could not but be favorable to the plan which it finds it
impossible to carry out, because of my loyal attitude
toward the Allles.

I refused to grant the Exequatur to the new Consuls
appointed, who had to leave. The Dominican Government
then appointed them almost &ll Attachés at the Dominican
Legation at Port-au-Frince, Here they can exercise thelir
harmful activities less.

I call your attention, my dear President and very
Deer Friend, very particularly to what Fresident Trujillo
is planning against my country and me, and vhich coincides
in & disturbing way with vhat is happening in other points
of the Continent, such as Bolivia, Colombia and other
countries.

In the invitation from President Trujille, you will
note an sllusion to a certain letter, dated November 1,
1943, It is a letter in which President Trujillo deemed
1t fair varfare - without there being anything to justify
such an attitude - to threaten me with the revelation of
certain confidences which I was said to have made to him,
pefore my Fresidency, thinking in this way to constrain

me to follow in his steps.
I tell
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I tell you nothing you do not know, dear President,
when I tell you that the hatred and rancor of President
Trujillo against me personally date from the declaration
of war of Heiti against Jepan, due especially to the
expressions I had used in taking that position. At that
time General Trujillo being at New York, being then only
Generalissimo, not having yet obtained his reelection,
sent me the following cablegram in plain language :

"PPXZ27 NEW YORK 25 13TH 1.30 P.M.

"December 1%, 1941.

"President lescot Port-au-Prince,

"Our friendship moves me to advise you to be
on the alert and te take precautions for your per-
sonal security."

"(a) Generalissimo Trujillo."
the contents of which if I were a coward, would have led
me to place a damper on the just indignation which had
been caused in me by the treachery of the Japanese attack
egainst the United States of America. The following day
he confirmed his warning to me in a cablegram in code to
the Dominican Minister at Port-au-Prince, then Mr. Ramon
Rodriguez. I have never replied to the cablegram sent
to me by President Trujillo, nor to the communication
which he had made to me through the Dominican Minister.
Contrary to the expectation of the Generalissimo, three
days later, it was in stronger terms that I declared war
in the name of my country, on Germany and Italy,

If, today, this attitude, freely taken, at a very
grave moment is to be the reason for the violences of

Fresident
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Fresident Trujillo against my Country and me, I accept
being the victim of my uncompromising attitude.

Everybody knows that President Trujillo 1s a spe-
cialist in stage effects, either to frighten, or to
cause belief in his big heart and high importance, Did
he not have, two years ago, in an Intervlew granted to
Mr. Reynolds Packard, Representative of the United Press,
to imply that I owed him $50,000 - an amount he was sald
to have loaned me at the time of my presidential campaign.,
This odious 1lie had, at the same time, disturbed my
friends, who hastened to offer to help me to reimburae
Mr. Trujillo., I dissuaded them, and thus caused this
swindling attempt to be abortive. The truth is quite
different from what Mr, Trujillc had put forth to the
representative of the United Fress. And, here it 1s:
at the time of my presidential campaign, in 1941,
Mr. Esteben Frieto, a Dominican c¢itlzen, Jepanese Consul,

residing at Ciuded Trujille, traveled to Port-au-Prince
and requested of me an audience which was not accorded
him. Then he had the offer made to me, to ald me in my
campaign, of $200,000, of which $100,000 was to be in
cash and $100,000 payable after my election. The proposal
of the Japanese Consul, which I refused pointedly, was
transmitted to me by Senator Joseph Raphael Noel, former
Minister of Haiti at Ciudad Trujille. In this business
they tried to win over my son, the present Secretary of
State for Foreign Relations, who showed the Japanese
gonsul, with his offer, the door.

It is necessary, perhaps, my dear Fresident, to point
out to you the following passage from my letter of

February 11,
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February 11, to Ambassador White:
"I believe it 1s also my duty to inform you in
81l sincerity - and this confidentially both as re-

gards you and your Government - of certain reflec-

tlone expressed in the course of the Cabinet Council
held yesterday afterncon. It was said that a step
of this kind, supported by the high benevolence of
the Government of the United States of America, took
on & character of exceptional responsibility, from
the fact that the very life of the President of the

Republlic of Hailti might be exposed, for an accident

can 80 easily heppen."

I realize very well that the Haitian attitude is an
obstacle which arises against the employment, in Haiti,
of agricultural workers by the Dominicane and that, per-
haps, the desire for this interview manifested by
Fresident Trujillo i1s due to the necessity which presents
itself at present for the Dominican Republic to have
Haitian sugar cane cutters,

Not at all desiring that the position taken by us
should be a handicap to the agricultural effort of the
Dominican Republic, with a view to the production of goods
necessary to the Allied countries, such as sugar, I feel
that I should make the following proposal:

The Haltian Government 1s decided to permit the hir-
ing of Haitlan farm workers with a view to alding the
American industries installed in the Dominican Republic.
For this, the Haitian Government would treat directly with
the Representatives of the United States, in order to

guarantee
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guarantee the said vorkers against the 11l treatment of
vhich they have so often been the unfortunate victims,

as well as against the customary violation of the clauses
of thelr contracts of employment, in view of the impos-
sibility in which we find ourselves to protect the lives
of Haitians in the Dominican Republic.

This attitude of the Heitlan Government is inspired
by the violence of the Haitlan writings against our
nationals - violence which takes back our minds naturally
to the unfortunate incidents not so leng past, which com-
mands us to assure ourselves of all the protection of the
American Government for the life of our agricultural
workers and the strict observance of the clauses of their
contracts of employment.

Because of the excitement which is manifested in the
minds on the other side of our frontier, we have grounds
to fear the possibility of the repetition of the sad
situation of 1937.

The pressure which Fresident Trujillo expects to
exert on me, according to what I have heard, by the pub-
lication of the confidences of which I told you above,
leaves me entirely indifferent. This poor blackmall can
only attack my person, even if such an attack is possible.
It is too bad, if only in this gloomy state of affalrs,
more gloomy even for the one who provoked it, the lives
of my fellow-citizens and the dignity of my country be
saved.

A meeting with Fresident Trujillo, to clarify this

painful situation existing between the Republic of Hailtl
and
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and him would not be possible, in my opinion, unless it
vere to take place in Washington to which you would have
invited President Trujillo and me to come, after the
Centennial Celebrations of Dominican Independence. In
your high presence, all that there would be to say would
be said once and for all.

However, I do not believe it useless to polnt out
to you, my dear President, that in less than three years
I have twice met Fresident Trujillo.

Once &t Cap Haitlen where we spent the entire day
in the greatest cordiality; and again on the frontier,
at Villa Elias Pina, in Dominican territory where we
lunched together, after which we went to Belladere, in
Haitian territory. Throughout the day, at the aecond
interview there reigned an atmosphere of undeniable good
fellowship.

And 1t wes shortly after that that the most brutal
attacks began against the Haitian people.

I hope, my dear President and very Dear Friend that
the relation of this situation very painful for me and
which I did nothing to create, at the moment when I am
devoting myself with so much ardor to the share of my
eountry in the sacred cause of total and sincere coopera-
tion with the United Nations and particularly with jyour
great country, will not constitute tooc great a care for
you.

I am angry with myself for troubling you at this
hour when your mind is dominated by the great problems of
the war, and I beg pardon for taking advantage, under
these circumstances of the kindness which you have always

shown
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I am happy to be able to avail myself of this op-

portunity to renev to you, my dear Fresident and very

Dear Friend, the assurances of my unfalling friendship

and my greatest devotion,

(8) ELIE LEsCoT

F.5. I beg you to find, herewith, the following docu-

ments i

Annex I -
Annex II -
Annex III -
Annex IV =

Extract from the treatise on "American
Fublic International Law",

Letter of invitation from President
Trujille under date of Pebruary 9,
1944,

Reply of President Lescot to the invi-
tation from President Trujillc, under
date of February 12, 194k,

Letter, dated February 11, 1944, from
President Lescot to the Ambassador of
the United States of asmerica at Port-
au-Prince, His Excellency J. C. White.

(a) EB.L.



ANNEX I.
Extract from
Courge of American International Public Law
By
Carlos Bancher y Sanchez
1943 Edition
Publications of the Centennial of the
Republiec. Vol. XXVI.

ta s il L]

Bpeelal Chapter

The Dominican-Haltian Case and an International
Mandate.

L L2l

The Bioclogical Origine of the Problem
(Page 103 and following)

Let us look at thls aspect of the preblem., We must
begln by considering that the rudimentary social index of
the lower orders among our neighbors, the extremely low
standard of living of their lower classee, mountain -
dwellers, which leads them to multiply in a menacing pro-
gresslon, thelr conformabllity to a soclal condition with-
out ideals, ineclines them to lazinese, slnce 1deals alone
stimulate man and start him in pursuilt of new destinies.
The absence of a middle class renders the problem more ser-
lous and proves irrefutably that the gregarious material
ie formed of a clay which cannot be modeled.

Halti has a brilliant upper clase and its activity
in the world of thought and in the soclal field deserves
all my respect. It 1s not to this class that I am refer-
ring and I wish to affirm this. I am referring to that

lowest
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lowest clase which 1s an overwhelming ma jority and which
appears go truly insusceptible of redemption that it has
been impossible for the upper class to create from it that
middle class which is so necessary to the harmonious devel-
opment of nations.

Every purpose i1s an aim to be attained and guards
within 1tes bosom the breath of life. The common people in
our neighbor State have but one single purpose: to live
with the least effort poesible, like buoys adrift. This
leagt effort, usually, impele their lowest classes--which
are, specifically, those of the border dlstricts--to seek
the cover of night and the advantage of sudden attack in
order to enjoy the fruits of the labor of an industrious
neighbor. The neighbor defends himself and a clash ensues.
The sericusness of the problem, however, does not consist
in this; it coneisets in the fact that the sole amusement
of these creatures of the soclal sub-strata 1s to propagate.
And they propagate, in fact, with the expansive force of the
steam which bursts the boller. And they burst over the bor-
der; they infringe it because the law of numbers and an in-
disputable tendency to rapacity forces them to do so. They
overflow like a great tide. What 1s to be done? Are we
to submit to this corrupting pressure with the same danger-
ous indifference as our ancestors who submitted to the ad-
vance of the tribe from the Tortugas? Are we cbliged to
lower our ethniec index, our moral pattern and our supearlior
civilization? There 18 no social refuse on our soil. We
Dominicans are not obliged to solve the problems of Haiti.
We must therefore admit that we are faced with a vital prob-
lem which attaine the proportions of a Pan American problem.
We have always had the best intentione: history proves this.
We have always tried to approach the problem with sympathy
and a real sentiment of pity for our neighbors. But when
the wave increases in volume, what shall we do? What are we
advised to do? For the neighboring State itself the prob-
lem 18 bitter because -- we suppose -- 1t would like to
purify 1ts race in spite of its constitutional affirmations
and, as 18 logical, banish such extreme pauperism as far as
possible. If its rulere set aslde sentimental reasons and
that sort of international comedy openly displayed by those
who explolt chauviniem and who devote themselves, with effec-
tual resclution, to arguing the problem, they will see that
this element of such low racial and peychic extraction is
only an obstacle to their national progress. What, then, is
to be the solution?

An
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An International Mandate 1s the only possible solution.
The institution of the International Mandate was established
by the Covenant of the League of Natlons at the end of the
last World War. Ite provislons are intended to preserve,
guarantee and govern the life of the peoples which have little
or no preparation for self-government. FEven savage tribes,
human groupe in primitive ccndlitions, are included within the
limits of 1ts far-sighted regulations. We could therefore,
within the framework of the Pan American organlization and by
means of an internatlional conventlion, seek & country for
those Haltlan elements which are stlill living under tribal
conditions, and seek this country for them in a region of the
globe propitious to the development of thelr way of life. And,
if their low mental level i1s incapable of creating a new
Liberia, they could, placed under an international mandate,
which must be based on Article 22 of the said Covenant and
which Haltl must of course administer, and advised by an inter-
national organization, live like human belngs, resigned to
their destinles while bettering themselves in a "tempo lento"
rhythm but removed from the tragle fatality which inspires
the clash of arms and the nhoise of shots in the middle of the
American Continent. Thus we shall all have gained -- they
firet of all -- and thus will Amerloan peace be won. There-
fore, I repeat, the atmosphere must be purified if we wish

to preserve the structure of ocur Jus gentium pacis.



TRANSLATION: Letter of Invitation from President Lescot.
ANNEX II

Presidential Palace Ciudad Trujillo,
Dominican Republie Dietrict of Santo-Doulngo,
February 9, 1544,

My dear President Leecot!:

Although up to this date I have not had the pleasure
of raceivin% a reply to my letter of November lst of
last year, wieh to wrlte you agcin since within a few
days we ehall celebrate the first centennial of the
Republic,

I belleve that one of the primary duties of the
Fresldents of both countries, of yours and mine, 1s& to
encourage, eponsor and foster a pollicy of mutuel under=
standing and to promote effective friendly relations
between both peorles.

I congider likewiee that the celebration of the
centennial of the Hepublie, far from eerving as a cause
for resentment, should prompt us to forget the historiecal
questions of the past and inspire us to a new life of
cordiality not only in that which relates to both Govern-
ments but in matters concerning our respective peoples,

For that reason my dear President Lescot, I take
advantage of such an appropriate occasion to extend to
you a most cordlal lnvitation to hold a meeting at the
frontler so that we may Jolntly proclaim that a firm
friendship existe between Dominicans and Haltians and
may celebtrate the prevalling pesce which should be the
permanent basle of our reletions, One of the outstand-
ing results of that interview, in the spirituasl field,
should be that we raise a Christian monument which I
suggeet be erected at an eppropriste place cn the boundary
a8 a eymbol of the peace which happlly exlsts between
our two countries. I beg you to see in the invitation
which I extended to you as well as in the propossl %o
erect that monument new evidence that I have always seen
in peace and cordiality the beet goal in the relations
between the Dominican Republie and Haiti.

I am sure that I have offered you a new indication
of the sincere intentions which guide me and I am confident
that if you are inspired by thoee same sentiments, you

will
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wlll underetand that I am not motivated by any other
desires than that there should alwaye exiet the best
friendship between our two peoples particularly now

that we are engaged in offering all poesible aid to the
cause of the Allled Natione and to continental eoclidarity.

I greet you with all consideration.

/8/ Rafael L. Trujille

His Excellency

Elie Lescot,

Presldent of the Republic of Haiti,
National Palace,

Port-au-Frince.
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TRANSLATION: Reply Letter of President Lescot.

ANNEX III

The President of hational Palace,
The Republic. Port-au-Prince.
February 12, 1944,

My dear Fresident Trujillo:

It 18 with the interest which you must have anti-
cipated that I have taken note of your letter of Febru-
ary 9 of this year in which on the occaslon of the
fortheoming celebration of the Centenary of the Independ-
ence of the Dominican Republic, you invite me to support
and encoursge a policy of gnod understanding and effective
raprrochement between our two peoples,

1 have particularly noted that in order to give a
tangible eign of the harmony which exlsts between the
Haitlan and Dominican peoples, you would like to have
an intervlew take place between us on our common frontler
after which our two Governments might erect on the
demarcation line of our national territory a monument
commemorative of the understanding and peace which exists
between our two countries.

Such a step has surely a natural excellence and
underlines without any doubt the desire which you have
to maintaln and reinforce the friendly relations which
to my knowledge have never ceased to exiet between our
Governments.

detter than anyone, you know that the Government
over which I have the honor to preside 'has always been
moved by sentiments of an unequivocal sympathy towards
the Uominican Government and people, keeping itself
thus in line with an already old tradition and with a
pollcy strongly based on the continental union and
cooperation which are so indlspensable to our hemlsphere
in this war period and which will prove 80 useful in

the postwar,

However, this friendly attitude which should permit
us rightly to count on an atmosphere of syupathetie under-
standing which I was pleased to believe would contribute
largely to our harmonious development on an island whose
territory is shared by our two peoples has not avalled
us for some months already, as you know, in avoiding the
most mischievous and outrageous attacks of the Dominlean

press and radio,
However

Hie Excellency
Hafael L. Trujillo,
President of the Dominican Republic,
Cluded Trujillo, D.R.
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However grest have been the wounde male in our
hearte by thle campaign, we have alwaye wished to
lgnore these attacks which nothing could justify.

But it remeine no less true, and that you will easily
understand, that a feeling has taken place in our
people following these useless attacke which only

time can erase. These wounds have unfortun=tely been
reopened by the disclosure of a couree in international
law officially taught at the law school of the Univer-
glty of Santo Domingo.

We are both, you and I leaders of peoples., And
for my part, the constitutional charter of my country
makes me the very personification of the Haitlan nation
whose heartbeats I must feel and take into account., It
is on behalf of our peoples of whom we are, you and I,
the firet magietrates that we govern.

Had I personally been the object of the strongest
and most violent attacks which would have thrown the
moet complete discredit on my person, had these evidences
of 111-will been spread to the four corners of the world,
I believe myself a sufficiently Chrisetian soul to ignore
gend forgive such acts which would only have the purpose
of detracting from my person alore but destiny wille that
I be the Chief of & nation in which I am intimately
integrated and for thie reason all ite sufferings as all
ite glories are profoundly mine.

Thus indeed should we--I gincerely think--let time
pass before manifesting agein this sympathy which has
never ceased to exist between us and the Governments over
which we preside. And If I am allowed in my turn to
extend to you an invitation, it ls becauee we agree to
invite our two peoples to feel firset in the hearts of
all the monument of his fraternal friendehlp which can
only be beneficial to our progrese and permit us to have
a worthy and enviable peace in the great American famlily.

It i1e the goal towards which we must proceed without
deviation for the greatest good and the greatest happlnees
of our communitles,

I wish to take this opportunity to send my beet wlshes
to the Dominican nation on the occaeion of the celebration
of the firet centenary of its independence.

Permit me to assure you again, my dear Presldent
Trujillo, of all my conslderation.

/8/ E, Lescot



ANNEX IV.

IRANSLATION: LETTER TO AMBASSADOR WHITE
; February 11, 1944.

My dear Ambassador:

After the interesting conversation which I had the
pleasure of holding with you in my office Yesterday on
the subject of the invitation which I have received from
President Trujillo - an invitation of which you already
had a copy - I consider it proper to emphasize how much
I wae disposed to please the Government of the United
States of America, which through you has been so good as
to take an interest in the subsequent course which I
thought to give 1it.

Solely inepired, as you know, by the desire to show
again and always my personal good-will with a view to
avolding all confliet with the Government of President
Trujillo and always to contribute towards guaranteeing
the peace 8o necessary to our continent, I was willing to
answer favorably to the initiative which had been made to
me. Nevertheless, in circumstances so grave and serlous
for Haltlan dignity which for some time has been involved
by the most violent writinges against my fellow cltizens,
I considered it indiepensable for me, aa you well, I am
sure, understand, to have the complete and full adhesion
of my Government.

Therefore, in the course of a council of the Govern-
ment held yesterday at 4:00 o'cleck in the afternoon,
I informed all the Becretaries and Under-Secretaries of
State assembled, of the invitation which I had had the
honor teo receive. All these high officials with the
greatest moderation and with the most sane logle gave an
identical and unanimous opinion, - namely - all the

His Excellency
Mr. J. Campbell White,
Ambassador of the United States of America,
Embassy of the United States of Amerioca,

Port-au-Prince.
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insults addressed to the Haltlan nation, are an attaint
againet the Chief of State, who, according to the text
of Artlicle 31 of our Constitutional Charter, is the per-
sonification itself of the nation. Apart from all the
vliolent statements published in the Dominican press
against the Haitian people and broadcast by radie, there
has recently been revealed to this same Haitian pecple
the outrageous teachings professed at the Faculty of Law
of the University of Santo Domingo and contained in a
Law Manual published in the editiones of the Centennial
themselves - teachings which seem to form a eriterion
for the Dominicans and according to which the Haitlan
people should be placed under a mandate, a mass deporta-
tion of our fellow citizens being also rredicated there-
1“-

The Dominican Government, as far as we know, has
never dlsapproved of such teachings. It would, therefore,
be at least strange were the President of the Republie,
who is an integral personification of the Haitlan Nation
thus brutally attacked, to give by any personal manifesta-
tion the approval (temoignage) demanded of him,

In acting in the manner hoped for I would immediately
find myself faced with a Cabinet crisis, as all the Secre-
taries of State and all the Under Secretaries of State did
not fail to give me to understand that, not wighing to be
rungonaihla for the reaction which might be produced, they
would prefer to resign, if the Chief of the Haltlian Govern-
ment should respond to an invitation of this nature - that
1s to say, to proceed to an interview on the frontier for
any demonstration whatscever. I myself also would not
wish to be responsible for this possible reaction, even as
I have no responeibility for the reaction already produced
among our people.

For my gnrt, wishing to avoid all complications whioh
might ocour both in the Government and in the country at
this time when the public peace does not rind itself ax-
posed to disturbances on any pretext, I think I should
indicate to you in a letter, instead of exposing to you
verbally in the course of an interview, the reasons for the
attitude which I have been led to take.
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However, the Cabinet of Ministers in ite entirety
hae suggested-and I am fully in accord with 1t - that,
with a view to coneiliation, having in mind the step
taken by President Trujille, I should communicate to
the Dominican Chief of State in a courteous answer that
it would be more than ever necessary, in the interest
of the two nations which share the soverelgnty of the
island, that there should be an end to the periodie
publication of unfortunate writinge in the Dominican
press agalnst Haitl and the Haltlan people, as also to
the broadcasts of the same nature of the Dominican radio.
This 1s the only means of attalning an atmosphere of
confidence, such as would permit the erection of a monu-
ment, in the heart of the Haitlans and the Dominicans in
the first place, prior to its concretization in a work
of art to be placed on our common frontier.

I aleo think it my duty to inform you in all

loyalty, - and is S.I.H'.uﬁfm Lﬂ: as Jour
ﬁg:%ﬁglﬂﬁgi - of a certaln opinion emitted in the course

o net meeting held yesterday afterncon. It was
sald that a step of this nature supported by the high
benevolence of the Government of the United States of
America bore an exceptionally responsible character, in
view of the fact that the life itself of the President
of the Republic of Haiti might be Jeopardized, because
an accldent sometimes happens very quickly.

In the face of these facts, the gravity of which
cannot escape you, and which place me in a delicate
position in the face of the Haitian people and of my
Government, you will understand the attitude which I am
adopting: and I am certain that the Government of the
noble and proud pecple of the United Statee of America
will easily understand the dignified attitude upon whiech
the Haltian Government has decided in connection with
this occurrence.

As you have already recelved a copy of the invita-
tion which has been made to me, I will not fail to send
gau 41§npr of the answer which I shall make to President

rujilloe.
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In conclusion, I wish to agsure the Government of
the United States of America that, in return for a con-
ciliatory and friendly attitude on the part of the Domin-
lcan people, against which neither my Government nor the
Haitlan people cherish any sentiment of rancor or of
Jealousy, I take the most solemn and formal engagement
that no aet of provocation shall take place on Haltian
territory againet the Dominican recple or Government.

Further, the Haitian Government renews the assur-
ance that 1t will not permit aots provoked either by
Dominican exiles or by any other individuale against the
public order (lit. peace) in the Dominican Republie, to
take place on Haitian territory.

The Haltian Government also reaffirms its determin-
ation that, with a view to assuring the maximum tran-
quillity to the Dominican Government, 1t will not glve
asylum to individuals, enemies of the Dominican Govern-
ment resident abroad,

I avail myself of thigs opportunity to renew to You,
my dear Ambaseador, the assurances of my most cordial
sentiments.

E. LEscoOT



% st focans,

/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

14

September 19, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIONATURE.

F.D.R.
Memo, 9-14 to Mizs Tully from Mr. Surrerlin,

enclosing Letter to the President, 9-9-44 from
Pres. Lescot (in French).



September 14, 1944,
HEXORANDUN FOR MISS TULLY:

The Ambassador of Haiti called at the Department this
morning with the attached communication from President
Lescot addressed to President FRoosevelt. Ambassador Liautaud
i-k-d especlally that the letter be forwarded aes cquieckly as
possible to Quebec as it pertains to matters now under dis-

cusslon there.

George T. Summerlin
Chief of Protocol

Enclosure:

Sealed communleation.
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