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Mr. Georges de Ghika, newly appointed
Minister of Hungary

Mr. de Ghika was born in 1882. He 1s a career
officer of the Hungarian Foreign Service and has served
at Belgrade, Milan, Hamburg, and New York City. He
was at the latter post for twelve years prior to
November 1939. At the time of his appointment as
Minister to the United States he was Hungarian

Minister to Japan.

The Minister is unmarried.
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THE REMARKS OF THE
HEWLY APPOINTED MINISTER OF HUNGARY
Mit. GEURGE de CHIKA

UPON THE OCCASION OF THE PRESENTATION OF HIG
LETTERS OF CHREDENCE

My, President:

In placing in your hands the Letter of Hecall of
my predecessor and the one by which His Serene Highness
the Hegent of the Kingdom of Hungary has seen fit to
accredit me in the capacity of Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary neer the Government of the
United States, I wlsh to convey to you my deep appre-
clation of the honor and privilege which has been accorded
me by my Government.

I am happy to be charged by the Kegent of the
Kingdom of Hungary to convey to you the expression of
his high consideration for you, Mr. President, and
of his fervent wishes for the happiness and prosperity
of the people of these United States.

I desire to say that I bring a message of good will
from my countrymen as well as the assurance of the

Hungarian



Hungarian Government of its sincere desire to promote
mutual understanding.

It is my earnest hope that you, ir. Presldent,
end the Government of the United States will extend to
me during my official residence in your country the same
generous assistance and colperation that you have so
consistently asccorded my predecessor and thus enshle
me to sustain and if possible further these friendly

relations.



LHAFT OF
THE PRESILENT'S nEPLY
T0 THE REMARKS OF THE
BEWLY APPOINTED MINISTER OF HUNGARY
iR, GEURGE de GHIKA
UPON THE OCCASIOH OF THE PRESEHTATION OF HIS
LETTERS OF CREDENCE
Yr, Minister:

It gives me pleasure to welcome you to Washington
and to accept from your hands the Letters by which
His Serene Highness the hegent of the Kingdom of
Hungary has requested me to receive you in the cepaclity
of Envoy IExtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

I accept likevise the Letter of HRecall of your dis-
tinguished predecessor Mr. John Pelényil who has done
so much to effect & resl understanding between the
peoples of Hungery and the United States. I shall
glways retain pleasant recollections of his residence
in Woshington,

You may be assured of my desire end that of the
other officials of the Government of the United States

of Americe to grant you assistance and cooperation st

ell
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all times with a view to strengthening the ties which
have so long existed between our two nations,

I shall be grateful if you will convey to His
Serene Highness the Hegent my cordial thanks for his
friendly message and express to him my earnest wishes
for his health and the prosperity of the Hungarian

people.
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Avril 2, 1941

The Honorebla
Frenklin doosevelt
The ihite House.

Tersonel end seondkdentdsd 1 rom
Harbart Fall.

Deer ¥r. Frasident,

1 do not heve to tell you how sorry 1 em
not to have seen you for mors then five minutes during my visit,

1 must thank you for what you did to hely my
son Claibtome get into the Hevy. 1t was good of you.

I wented to talk to you ebout the Azores, end
also of affairs in genersl. During my visit teo imerica, 1 =roke
& courle of times on world affeirs, rerticularly making the
Polnt that iuring the next evoch of history, the world will be
led either from Berlin or from Weshington. There is no hove of
enything elses. 1t will not be the Archengal I"icheel, Tt
adolf Hitler cnd his successors, who will direct a militery ap-
tocrocy from Berlin, or it will be you ond yours - not tabriel,
who will direot things from Washingtons, 1 see no other altar-
netive. 4 vote ageinst washington is necessarily a vote for

Barlin,

ik



1 quite sgres with the isoletionists, who
sey tmly, that world leedership will involve resmonsihilities
whici we heve never teken, risks we heve never even considersd,
Troblems of which we heve known nothing, t unfortunetely
there is no hole to which we cen withdrew, _'heir argument is,
efter ell, insvired by & nostealgie with which most of us cen
Lgrea,

hocemting this roint, the Azores thmst
themselves on us &5 = serious Trroblems The netion, which
c8n use them &5 & navel wnd eir bese, commends sll ceccessz to
the South itlentios It is not only vital, thet tney should
not get in the hends of vermeny; 1 think, it is to the
world's intorest end to ours, thet the United “tates (which
will heva to succeed -nglsnd sz the dominent nevel rower of
the world) should commend these islands,

fhe seme conditions exist there, which you
sew in 1917. My greet regret ot leeving Tortugel,is thet I
will oot bte in immediste touch with this situetiom. 1 shall
ba gled to do enytaing 1 cen to further the result, tnd even
to take the rosition you declined et tnst tima,

Un the general situetion, 1| htelieve thet our
rolicy should be taet of the elder Titt, who fought the rench
not with soldiers, but with money. [here was no quastion of
leasing emd lending. Kegs of guinees went to rraderick the

Great, while & very few thousend men took Uenede end
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established themselves in indie. 1 believe we should do
the seme thing with _nglend, &nd at the end, heing strong,
take thet leadership, which otherwise would go to Lemmeny,
end meke the coming century as definitely Americen es the
A1k wes dnglish, or the XVIll rrench.

1 was sorry not to see you agein. 1
enjoyed greatly my short visit to your mother.

1 lended st Lishon lete yesterdey, end
axvact to stert to Hudevest within e few daye, with what the
newsTavPers cell a "seferi", cerrying &ll the necessary gas
for the trip, tnd & certein emount of food - & Trocession
hetded by & limousine, followed by e stetion wagon &nd tmck,
going over rosds whepre for the lest three ronths three cers
in & dey woul: heve been regerded as congested treffic. Ths
only thing 1 leck is a steam Calliome.

1 em,

desrectfully,
g AL
Harbert Tell,

HF/J



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 12. 1‘.“&1-

NMEMORANDUN TFOR
TEE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

This is an interesting letter.

Pleuse prepare reply for my signature.

F. D. R.

Letter to the President from
Hon. Herbert C. Pell Minister to
Hungary, dated May 16, 1941.



Dear Bertie:

I have read with very real interest your in-
formative account of your travel from Lisbon to
Budapest, and your notes en the state of the public
mind in élntrll Europe. Although we receive many
reporte of conditions on the Gontinent resulting
from the war, a partiscular value attaches to the
impressions of an obgervant and experienced traveler
who sees, as you do, the moral devastation as well
as the pﬂrlllal ruin oaused by modern warfare.

I thank you for this frank expression of your
Views, based on your travel in regions far from the
Zone of hostilities, such as Spain and southern
France, as well as in Germany itself. The experiences
which you relate will surely be useful to you in
evaluating the situation in Hungary. Your station is
an important outpost, and you may be sure that every
r:pnr: from Budapest will be examined with careful
attention.

With every good wish for the success of your
mission,

Very sincerely yours,

" Roebert a1,
American Minister,
pest.



LEGATION OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA a9
y 'II ' Vi
Budapest, Hungary A |
May 16, 1941. o ¥
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Pear Mr. President:

After a difficult but not un-
comfortable trip I arrived here, and want to
take the first ocecasion to thank you for
sending me to such an interesting post in
such an attractive eity. I drove through
Spain, southern France, Switzerland and
Austris,arriving here ebout three weeks ago.

The condition of Spain i= ter-
rible; hardly anyone seems well nourished, a
good many are actually dylng of starvation;
typhus has broken out in lMadrid. In
Barcelona,the richest part of the country,
there is an acute shortage of food, coal, and
all imported articles., So far as I saw there
has been no attempt to re-build the destroyed
section of Madrid. Our Embassy is doing extra-
ordinarily good work. Yhen we arrived the
house was filled with poor people coming to get
free inoculation provided by the Weddells, but,
of course, they can do very little against a
general epidemic reinforced by cold and hunger.
The roads in Spain were good, maintained by
gslave labor., There are apparently about a mil-
lion of the old Republican army who have been
turned into government slaves, but who did not
eppear to be much more miserable than the free
pecple.

An army going through Spain
would have to rely on motor transport for all
its supplies; the country could provide nothing
and the railroads could not stand any severe
strain - their engines are bad, their tracks
worn out and their cars in poor condition and
few. It would be impossible to use cars and
engines from other countries of Europe because
the gauge is different. The Portugese rail-
roads are in better condition, but, of course,
their supply of cars is not large. It could be
done, however, and may be done.



France is also in a terrible
state. The shops are badly stocked; the
money worth less than poker chips; railroads,
although better than those of Spain, are in a
bad way, lacking both coal and maintenance., I
went over the same road that I had been on
last autumn and with almost all of which I have
been familiar for more than thirty years., Shock-
ing as the condition was last September, things
are visibly more worn out and grimier than they
were then. In the autumn the people seemed
dazed by their calamities; today, they are in
despair, lacking heat for their houses, glass
for their windows and adequate food for them-
gelves. Already in April they were looking
forward with horror to the prospects of another
winter.

Switzerland seemed like an is-
land of ecivilization. The necessities of a
comfortable life were available, but very much
more expensive than in America. Even therse,
however, the falling off in imports has result-
¢d 1n a distinet drop in the stendard of living.
The people are terrified lest they should be the
next victim.

I had a great deal of difficulty
getting into Germany with my car. When I ar-
rived in Switzerland I found that Olive had
been i1l and was at a hospital and could not
come on. I proceeded without her to Bernea,
where, after a few days, Leland Harrison and
Mr. Morris the Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
succeeded in getting me permission to take my
car through Austria over the Vorarlberg Pass
and into Hungary by way of Innsbruck and Vienna.
They are to be tremendously congratulated, as ap-
parently it was the first time anyone had succeed-
ed in getting a car through. The Germans, however,
absolutely refused permission to allow Olive to fol-
low with the limousine and a big truck full of my
clothes, papers and other things. The result is
I am here with the contents of two bags. They say
that the orders came from the military which, of
course, dominates the foreign office.

Going through Germany I found avery=
thing very expensive. The people at large seemed

-



adequately nourished. There was a certain
amount of complaint about the lack of tea,
coffee and chocolate which the Germans used

to like so much., Even their beer has gone

down in quality and is only about half as

good as it used to be, althouzh still about
twice as good as any other., The roads wers
well maintained, to a great extent by French
prisoners. They were building a magnificent
new road from Salsburg to Vienna, using about
the same methods which I observed in the con-
structlon of the Taconic Parkway, of which you
used to be chairman. There were a great number
of small brick houses going up for the country
people, particularly those Germans who have been
brought from outlying states where they were in
a minority.

Vienna is dirty and grimy; the
shops comparatively empty, the Karntner Strasse,
which I remember crowded with traffic, and the
Ring, are almost without cars.

On our way through Hungary we
passed a great many German militery vehlcles;
one group of which, with each car almost touch-
ing the one in front, had drawn up on the side
of the road for lunch, snd we drove for almost
three miles beside a solid mass of parked cars;
about every fifty yards they had a man on the
side of the road with a thing shaped like a
racguet bat with which he directed traffic.
When I arrived in Budapest, I found that for
sometime before they had been going down the
road at a fast pace day and night in an almost
solid formation - apparently almost without ac-
cidents, I have seen their cars close, and dis-
cussed them with experienced mechanics; they
seem to be of excellent quality and are undoubted-
ly well driven. Our Military Attache here and
other soldiers, tell me that all their equipment
is of the best. The men seem healthy, strong and
cheerful. I am told that the relation between
officers and men is far different than it was in
the old imperial army. There is no use in under-
estimating their power or their organization.

There is, of course, at present a
flock of rumors floating about; some say their



next point of attack will be Spain in order

to close the western entrance to the
Mediterranean; others, that it will be down
toward Arabia, and a third group expect an at-
tack on southern Russia. I have also been told
that their men to the south of here are being
equipped with light weight uniforms for the
troples.

The people here, although willing
to take what is dropped to them, do not like the
idea of being obliged to export food in such
large amounts to Germany, nor do they like the
German domination of the country, but they feel
that there is nothing whatsocever that they can
do about it. The Germans and the German sympa-
thizers talk about the possibility of peace by
autumn, and express every hope of finally des-
troying Great Britain, either by starvation,
bombing or direct invasion. The last, however,
does not seem to be discussed as seriously as the
other two.

The Germans seem to expect to or-
ganize Europe in a group of helot semi-independ-
ent states which will consume the products of an
industrial Germany and provide it with raw ma-
terials and a good deal of food. So far, they
have failed to make any great use of the rescurces
of the ecountries which they have overrun. Of
course, they have taken a large part of the accum-
ulated stock, but they have not been successful in
keeping up production. I have been told, and be-
lieve, that the Skoda Works,using three shifts,
are today producing less than eighty percent of
their former capacity with a single shift. About
the same thing, I think, is true of the French
factorles. There is a good deal of sabotage and
not much hard work. The oll refineries near
Bremen have been heavily bombed and a great deal
of machinery brought into Czechoslovakia, where
it will be more difficult to hit.

I cannot see much hope for Europe.
Although there have been worse famines, there has
never in the course of history been so many con-
tiguous people seriously under nourished and living
so far below their accustomed standard of comfort.



It seems almost inevitable that this will re-
sult in the outbreak of one or more of the
great killing diseases which will spread like
fire in a wheat field,

Altogether I do not see any
Justification for a cheerful outlook., The
great strength, excellent equipment, good
spirit and magnificent work of the German
military organization seem absolutely unbeat-
able, It will be a long time before their
failure to extract adequate resources from
the conquered countries will break them down.
The other day I was talking to the wife of one
of the Brazilian Secretaries, whose husband is
temporarily stationed in Berlin; she had been
up with him but found the bombing and air raid
warnings too much for her nerves, and seemed to
think that it was producing a very bad effect
on German civilian morale. One of our men from
Frankfurt tells me that the bombing there has
terrified the population. It seems to be getting
more and more severe.

You can safely say that through-
out Europe, certainly in all the parts I have
seen, the GCermans are feared by all and dis-
liked by most. Among those who dislike them,
and would be glad to see them beaten, there is
8 great deal of criticism of British insocuciance.
Many believe, that outside of the naval and air-
force the British have no intention whatsoever of
doing heavy fighting. The German plans in the
Balkans were manifest last autumn. The British
are supposed to have about four million well
equipped troops in England; many believe that
if they hed sent a million soldiers, with ample
equipment, to Egypt and then to Greece, they
would have brought in the Turks, prevented the
ocecupation of Bulgaria, and made adequate and
succesaful the resistance of Yugoslavia. Al-
though this would have left a million fewer
men to defend England in case of invasion, it
would have meant from three to five million more
to attack Germany from the south and prevent the
occupation of the wheat rields of the Ukraine and
of the Danube, and, of course, detached an enor-
mous number of German soldiers from northern
France, where they might have served as an



expeditionary force in England. At present
there seems to be no point at which the
German army can be effectively attacked, and
thelr exhaustion will take =& very long time,
and will imply the exhausting of all Europe
and the destruction of civilization,

I believe, as I wrote you
before, that we are the only country with any
prospect of civilization at the end of ten
years. This is not a cheerful letter, but it
is my honest opinion. I have never heped to
be right as strongly as I now hope I am wrong,
but I do not think I am.

Yours respectfully,

y 2y

Herbert Fell.

The President,
The White House,



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

July 12, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance

a draft of a reply

with your request I am enclosing

for your signature to Minister Pell's

letter of May 16, 1941. I am returning the Minister's

letter herewlth.
Fai

-_—

Enclosures:

hfully yours,

l. From Minister Pell,
May 16, 1941,
2. Draft of reply.

The President,

The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 30, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE - DEAR BERTIE,

r. Dlﬂ R L]

Letter to the President from

Minister Herbert Pell of Hungary
dated June 23, 1941.



THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN LEGATION
Budapest, Hungary
October 21, 1941.

My dear Mr. President:

S0 far I have been able to report to
you & steady falling off of Germsn and & cor-
responding improvement of Britisn prestige, I
am sorry to say that there has been & distinct
reverse ln the last two weeks.

The Germans are jubilant and much
more cocky. Friends of Great Britain seem be-
wildered. It is widely advertised, most of the
German Air Force being occupied in Russia, that
the British have not seized the occasion to do
any very heavy bombing. The Germans say that
this shows one of two things--either, in the best
of circumstances, the English are unable serious-
ly to injure Germany, or they are seizing the op-
portunity of a temporarily distracted German at-
tention to take tea and go on week-ends while
someone else fights for them. To reenforee their
argument, the Germans point to the complete quies-

cence of the Hritish Air Force during the beginning

of
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of the war and even when the Germans were ad-
vancing over Holland, Belgium and France.

The general expectation here at the
time of the German attack on Hussla was that
the English would seize a golden opportunity
and batter the German cities, at least as badly
as the Cermans did London, Coventry and Bristol.

This condition has seriously discourag-
ed friends of democracy in this part of the world
who, although not too numerous, are in many cases
important pecple.

Unfortunately, however much we may ob-
jeet to their conelusion, the facts according to
the reports of our own Var Department are certain.
A member of our Embassy in Berlin tells me the
damage there is negligible, and that along the
Hhine and even in the ports there is less than
should be, particularly when we consider the ab-
gsence of the German Alr Force. .

The German sympathlsers also suggest that
the Hussians, having no real interest in a Dritisa
victory, will not go on indefinitely suffering a
series of defeats. It would be absurd to think that
merely becuuse of the general similarity of their

sooial



social ideas there can be no serious cause of
contention between Russia and Germeny, but it
remains true that the Russlans mey not be will-
ing to take dangerous risks and may decide to
cut their lossea if they are not supported.

I presume that much of the same sort
of talk is eirculating in the United States,
where also it can do nothing but harm.

According to the Germans, their produc-
tion of aeroplanes is less because they are alter-
ing their manufacturing plants to produce planes
up to the imericen standard.

I am sorry to send you such an unpleas=-
ant letter, especially after the cheerful cnes I
was able to write before. I realize that both
you and the British Government have more lmportant
things to think about than the morale of your sup-
porters in this part of the world, but I think it
is necessary to report this change of feeling and
to analyze 1ts cause.

Some years ago in New York after a very
bad theatrical season somebody said, "There is

nothing wrong with Bromdway that cannot be cured

by



by & couple of good plays", Verbum sap
Olive sends her love, and I again

thank you for this most interesting post. I

enjoy pioneering far more then I would steady

construction.

Respectfully yours,

B wZrliu

Herbert Pell.

The President
The Vhite House.



PSF:

November 14, 1941l.

Dear Bertliei-

I enn sending word to Henry Morgenthau,
confidentially, to keep an eye on Claiborne.
undoubtedly has very interesting duty with the
weather patrol.

You ere in & wonderful observation
seat, end I =m gled that your letter sounds
definitely more encouraging.

A ourious eplsode has just occurred
in the South Atlantic which you will have heard
of by the time you get this. It raises a mice
question - "If it is against the law for an
American citizen to simk his own ship in
territorial waters, 1s 1t ageinst international
law ggr him tc sink his cwn ship om the high
sees

With affectionate regards to you
and Olive,

As ever yours,

Honorable Herbert Fell,
Aweriean Legestion,
Budapest,

Hangary.

A M)



THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN LEGATION

Budapest, Hungary

October 11, 1941,
Dear Mr. President:

I was very sorry that nothing could be done
about Claiborne, He has just enlisted in the Coast
Guerd and is now, I believe, on the weather patrol, I
would be grateful if vou would keep an eye on him,

I am too far off to do anything myself.

You will be glad to hear that American stock
is going up every day in Budapest, The Covernment here
has a gun at its back and can do nothing. The vast mass
of the people hatr the Germans even more than they do
the Russians, who for twenty yoars they have considered
the ne plus ultre of evil.

I believe the Cermans would like to get us out
and I am holding a watching brief, making as little fuss
8s possible. The intelligent class and the rich realize
that in the event of a German vietory, they will be wiped
out as were their fellows in Poland. The people at large
dislike the Germans and quite Justly bleme their hardships
on Hitler's Covernment.

I fear this country will be looted during the

coming winter almost as completely as was France. Hungary

produces ample food for ite own inhabitents and a good deal
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for export, but sixty million Germans or even six
would be a big load for a country with fewer in-
hablitants than the state of lNew York.

My experience upholding your policies for
four years in the Union Club has been of great value
to me here. I know how to skirmish outside the breast-
works, and I must say it is more fun that would be a
fat and easy district.

The best information I can get is that many
of the German leaders, especially army officers, feel
that victory is impossible and defeat by no means out
of the guestion. They are beginning to talk of a
negotiated peace--an idea which they would have scorned
six months ago.

The coming winter will, I fear, be something
terrible in Europe. UlNobody will be comfortably warm
and few will be sufficlently fed.

The statistliecs of our production of aeroplanes
and ships is a dagger of ice in the back of every German.
They talk of us and fear us. Sometimes they show it
in little ways., T[or example, although the new German
kinister called on me, his wife apparently does not intend
to follow diplomatic usage and call on Olive., Both the
German and Italian Legations are under orders to have no

intercourse with us whatsoever.



More and more the people are flocking around
me. The conversation in the Club, and at most dinner
partlies, is openly anti-Hitler. In spite of the
Government decrees against him, Tibor Eckhardt's wife
is a lion and hailed wherever she goes. sltogether I
become more hopeful every day:

May I take the liberty of offering you a
suggestion. I believe that if any German vessels
are sunk in the Atlantie, it would be the part of
wisdom for us to make no report whatsocever of the af-
fair. Let them find out their losses for themselves.
It will not be long before every vessel that is late
will be ziven up, and even those that return will by
their lateness help break German morale--not only in
the civil population but among the sallors themselves.

May I further suggest that at home you should
give an ocecasional sign of life to Jerry liahoney in
New York and to Ed Perkins in Poughkeepsie. both of whom
write me most admiringly of you.

Olive sends her love.

I am
Respectful

wdre 1Y/

Herbert Pell

The President
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 27, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HERBERT C. BELL

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
F. D. Re

Memorandum for the President from the Secretary

of the Treasury, 11/25/41, in reply to President's
memorandum of 11/14/41, asking the Secretary

to make an occcasional check on Cleiborne Pell,

on behalf of his father. The Secretary raports
that Claiborne Pell hes passed examination for
promotion to Ensign in the Comst Guard Heserve

and has been recommended for appt. It is

intended to assign him to one of the larger cutters,
rrobably the Nourmahsl. Later it is expected he
will be tranaferred to duty in the Comst Guard
Public Relations Uffice. Cosst Guard headquarters
hes agreed to give the Secretary occasional
reports on him.



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTOMN

November 25, 1941.

it wWH TE HOUSE

Memorandum to the President: Nov 2610 we AM ™41
ECEIVE
In your memorandum of November 14 }uﬁfask@d me, on be-
half of his father, to meke an occasional check on Claiborne

Pell.

After a telk with Commander Reed-Hill, who is in charge
of Public Relations at the Coast Guard, Claiborne went to Boston
and enlisted on August 18 as a seaman, second class, in the
Coast Guard Reserve and was assigned to active duty on the
DUANE, one of the 327 footers. The reports on him are good.

He did his duty as a seaman without complaint and efficiently.

On October 16 he was detached from the DUANE and was
later transferred to the ARGO, one of the 185 foot, twin
screw, Diesel boats, which is now at the yard at Curtis Bay.
On October 29 he Eassad creditably examination for promotion
to Ensign in the Reserve and has been recommended for appoint-
ment. On the execution of his commission it is the intention
to assign him to one of the larger cutters, probably the
NOURMAHAL, which is being readied for weather patro{ duty.
Later it is expected he will be transferred to duty in the
Coast Guard Public Relations Office.

Coast Guard headquarters has agreed to give me occasional

reports on him.

ecretary of the Treasury.
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