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OE~ARTMENT OF STATE 

01\o'ISION OP" "'0TOOOL 

r.t:.rch ~7 , 1941 

V.hHc House : 

The Pr esident's rt'rni.rk~ should be dated befor6 they 
a r e handed to the J"1n1ster . 

C.T.o. 



\...., 

Mr . Georges de Ghika, newly appointed 
Minister of Hungary 

Mr . de Ghika was born in 1882 . He is a career 

officer of the Hungarian Foreign Service and has served 

a t Bel gr ade , Milan, Hamburg, and New York City . He 

was at the latter post for twelve years pr ior to 

November 1939. At the time of his appointment a s 

Minister to the United States he was Hungarian 

Minister to Japan . 

The Mini st er i s unmarried . 

f · ( 
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'l'Jil. f\L.iARKt; OF THE 

Nl:.11L'X hPPOINTt.D "lNISThll OP' HUNGARY 

IL:<. 0£01\GE de GBIJU. 

UPO;/ Till. OCCASION vF Ta... p,.._.,t..,;J1Tlvil OF i!Iil 

llr. President: 

In placing in your hands the Letter or hecall or 

IO)' predecessor and the one by •hich His Serene High.~••• 

tho Regent o! the Kingdom of Hungary has saen !it to 

accredit 11e in the capacity o! Eilvoy Extraordlncry and 

11Unlster ~lenlpotentl•ry near the Government or the 

United States, I ·~sh to convey to you my deop eppre-

' 
f • \""~ 

elation or tho honor and privilege •hich has been accorded 

me by my Oovornoent. 

I ..., bappy to be charged by the hegent or the 

Kingdom or Hungary to convey to you the expression of 

bis high consideration tor you, llr . President, and 

or his fervent ~l•h•• tor the happiness and prosperi ty 

or the people of these United States. 

I dulre to say the t I bring a message or good will 

fr~ my countrymen as Jill as the uasur ance or the 

aunrarlan 
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Hungarian Govern:nent ot its sincore desire to protlote 

mutual understandi ng . 

It is my earne't hope that you, .:Ir . ~resldent , 

and the Govern:.ent of the United States will extend to 

me during my official residence in your country the same 

generous assistance and co~peration that you hAve so 

consistently accorded my predecessor and thus enable 

me to sustoin and if possible further these !'riendly 

relations . 



i;llAFT OP 

'r"dl:. P1<i.JU <.•T 0 " nu'LY 

TU mi:. ru:.llu\KS o; TRI> 

llt.1 LY Ali'POINTl:.D .J!,U$Tl:.ll OF l!U!IGAKY 

"olli . 01!.0hOt. de Lli!KA 

U!ON 'lHl:. vCCAblvol o; THl. i'11LJLllTl.TIOll 01' bIS 

Lt.T rU<J o; C1.M>WCE 

:otr . ll.nister: 

!t gives me pleasure to telco~e you to •ashin ton 

and to accept fro.:a your llb.nds the Letters by •hich 

His Serene l!l.ghness the negent or the K.1ngdom of 

Hungary has requested mo to receive you in the capacity 

of Envoy J:.Xtl'e.01·dtnory end 111nister Plenipotenticry. 

I accept likeT.ise the LAtlH of F.ecall of your dis-

t1ngutshed predecessor air . John P<lenyt •ho has done 

so ouch to effect a real understanding bet•een toe 

peoples of Hungi;ry end the United States . I •hall 

a l r.ays retain pleuent recollections of his residence 

in hashing t on . 

You may be assurod Of my desire end tha t of tbe 

other of.ficia ls of tbe Oovel'lll:lent of the United StatH 

of Jo!:!erica to srant you assistance and cooperation at 

all 
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all t imes "1th a vie~ to strcngtnening the tioa which 

havo so long existed bet•een our t~o nations . 

I shall. be &rateCUl if you •ill convey to His 

~erene ffigbness tho negcnt my cordial tbanks tor his 

friendly Qessage and express to him my earnest wishes 

for his health and the prosperity of the Hungarian 

pcovle. 



------ P.s F.· ~--1'"i 1.r t. .. 
I - 'II 

A'l' ril 2 , 1941 

'!'.be llonorabl e 

; · r<llll<l111 t!oo """ ol t 

Denr l: l'. l'Nsidant 1 

?he oihi te Hou:se . 

rereonal o.nd as £' · , Eel t rom 
Herbert Poll . 

1 do not .buvo to tell you .bow eorcy I 11111 

not to hcrra seen YOll for rnora then f Ive minutee durl1'18 rey T isit , 

l ru:t tbank yoa. for ~bat you <lid to holp ey 
s on Olaibomo g&t into tho ff STY• 1 t was good of YOll • 

I wantod to toll< t o you about the Mo ros , snd 
aloo of attair> in gonero.l . Dur~ ey v ifit to lm•ricc., I 8"0kO 
e cou~la of ti .... a on ..orll nff~lrs , l'll rtlculerly malting tho 
point that •Uril\lr the next ewoh of llistocy, the v.'Orld 'IVill be 
led e lth•r !!'Oii llerl!n or t.rom .tc.shlngton. '!'hero iB no hOJ'IO ot 
~ll~ else. It ... 111 not be the A.roh£.llgol : 1chael, ~t 

i.lolt 11ltler and. hi• oueousora , wbo will diraot a ail1te17 co-
toor Qoy from llOrlin , or It will be you rmd youra - not Gabriel , 
Wt>O will cliNot thilll!• f'.roa .. aanlngton . l see no othor e l te.r-
nati'fe . A vou .....,1nst .oanln.iton 1a nao•uar ily a •ote ro r 
Borlin. 



1 quite agree with tbe isolotloniste , who 

soy t 1'11,y , that wo r ld lee.derchiJ> wi ll involve rell'Qnoil>i lities 

wnic.ti. ,N hwe n8'f'e t ttJc:en , r1eka we hev9 nner O'YOI\ c.ona1derod , 

1"t'Obleme or which Wd hove .mown notning, bl.lt unrortunt toly 

tMN 1" no hole to which "" cen withdrew. . hei r o~it0nt is , 

utter all , in•~lrad by c noetalgia witn which ~oet ot us can 

UCS"l'O• · 

Aooe~ini; this ro 1nt, the A:oroe thrus t 

thorr.oolYaa on us ea a eerlou1 flt0blem, ":th~ nation, which 

can use t.oem as o naYDl wid eir ba se, co.,.ande all ccces• to 

tn. South Atlantic. lt h not only vital , tnnt tnoy ebould 

not tt•t in the Mnda of v Ur.>&>3: l tnl.nk , it 1t to tho 

world.'• intu,...st and to oun , thet the united. t utes (whicb 

•rlll nev~ to succeed. J'nglc.nd 01 the d omil\Gllt navnl 'llo·.1e r of 

tbe wo r ld.I should coa:tend t hee• iela.ada • 

• he aa:e con11t1on• axiot the ,..., which ¥0Q 

aaw 1n 1917. l'.y a r aot Nttret L t lot."Ting -ortugal , h thot I 

will not be in il:l!ledi1it e touoh with thie •itulltlon . l ah"ll 

"" tt ll d t o do "eytning l oo.n to i\lrtM r the 11ault , t n'l """n 

to t""e the 1'0•itlon you doollned at tttst tlra , 

On the i;..nerul itu"tion, I i-.11 ...... tnat our 

">Olicy 111oul1 b8 taet or tho el:i•r ' itt , ..no fOU11ht the 1 Nnch 

not .1th soliiiar s , bat ... 1th l!IOD"l'• . ba.1'6 was ll() qu19tion or 

1"01111($ ui<1 l end.Ing. .li"iJ• or b"Uinens wont t o , r<t•leriok t he 

v.reut , whilu e vo r; f ff'll tbO\loan l .ien took ~anc.J.n on<\ 
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~atablisruid thon:salv es 1n Jnd!e . J !ldl!ove we should 10 

the •61>.<1 thi ng witb ..ni;land , ~n1 e.t tna end , being strong , 

talc• tnat leadsrShip , whi ch othdr.vise ·;:ou.li BO to \,e many , 

nnd u cke the com!.llg centucy us d<1f!nita ly AmeriC<J.n es the 

iJ,·. •nus ..ngliah, or t he XV'lll r rancJl, 

I was soi·ry not to aea you again . l 

enJoyOO. g reat l y iey short vhit to y flU r mothe r , 

I landed at Lisbon lute yesterday , • ru! 

ax11ect t o stert t o .l!ude.pust within e. fu.v deys, wi th wbllt t he 

n9\·.•s"r+a"D&r9 call a "s e.fari" • cerey in.g ti. 1 1 t he n ecessacy ga& 

for tlla t rip, '-'nil tl certliin OJ11.ount of food - a n.rooession 

bended by n limousine , f o llowed by n st a tion wagon end t ruck , 

!j<li.nil ove r r oeds ... h a ra fo r the las t three 1onths three ce ra 

in e dcy •::oul. havo 1'~en reg~.t'ded os conga3ted traffic. rhe 

only thing l lLck 18 a steam Callione , 

I am, 

.~asneotfully, 

-;·id;;.. ~I( 
tie rbert "ell , 

lff'/J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Juno 12 , 1941 . 

lwiEMORANDU!1 FOR 

TEE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

This ls an inte1·e s ting letter . 

Plo1..~e pr e.vure i·ek' lY for my s ignu ture . 

F . D. R. 

Letter to the President trom 
Hon . Herbert C. Pell , Minister t o 
Hungary, da ted May 16 , 1941. 
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Deazo BeJ't1 • 1 

I h&Te rea4 with Ter7 real 1ntere•t 7our 1n­fonat1Te aooount of 7our tr&Tel froa Li•bon to Bu4&pe•t, &D4 7our note• on the •t&te of the publ1o a1D4 1D Central hl'ope. Al.theqtl w reeeln u.IQ' report• of oon41tlona on the Oontlnent re•llltlag fJ'Oll the .ar, a partle'lllu Talue att&ehe1 to the l.Jlpreaaloaa of an obael'T&Dt &D4 expe1'11nee4 tl'&Teler 1dlo •••~L-•• 7011 4o, the llOl'al 4eftltatlon u wll u the INJ1'•1eal. ftin oaaae4 b7 1104ern Wl'fue. 
I thank 7ou for thl• traak expre11lon of 7our TS.ewa, baae4 on 7our traTel 1Jl re11oae f&J' tl'o• the so._ of boat1lltle11 a118h •• lpaln aa4 aouthern l'ranoe, u well u 1n Ch1"u.D7 lt•olt. The 1xpe:r1enoo1 'llbioh 7ou relate will nrel7 be uet'lll to 7ou 1n eftlu&tlnc the •1 tuat1on la J1w1ca.r7. Your 1tatloa 1• an iaportant outpoat, &114 7011 ~ be •ur• that enr7 report froa llu4&pe1t will H e:aa1ne4 w1 th ouot'lll attention. 

V1 th eTIJ7 goo4 wiah foJ' th• auoo••• of 70UJ' a11a1on, 

Yen •1noorol7 70UJ'1, 

The Bonoirable Rerllel't Pell, 
A.J'lMJl Mln18tG' 1 

llu4ape1t. 



LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Wir. President: 

Budapest, Hungary 
May 16, 1941. 

After a difficult but not un­
comfortable trip I arrived here, and went to 
take the first occasion to thank you f or 
sending me to such an interesting post in 
such an attractive city. l drove through 
Spain, southern France, Switzerland and 
Austria,arriving here about three weeks ago. 

The condition or Spain is ter­
r ibl e; hardly anyone seems well nourished, a 
good many are actually dying of starva t ion; 
typhus bas broken out in l!adrid. In 
Barcelona, t he richest part of the country, 
ther e is an a cute short11ge. of rood, coal , and 
al l imported articles. So far as I saw there 
has been no attempt to re-buil d the destroyed 
section or Madrid. Our Embassy i s doing extra­
ordinarily good work. When we arrived the 
house was filled with poor people coming to get 
free inoculation provided by the Weddells, but, 
of course, t hey can do very little agains t a 
general epidemic reinforced by cold and hunger. 
The roads in Spain were good , maintained by 
slave labor . There are apparently about a mil­
lion of the old Republican army who ha ve been 
turned into government slaves, but who did not 
appear to be much more miserable than the free 
people . 

An army going t hrough Spain 
would have to rely on motor transport for all 
its supplies; the country could provide nothing 
and the railroads could not stand any severe 
strain - their engines ere bad, their tracks 
worn out and their oars in poor condition and 
few. It would be impossible to use oars and 
engines from other countries of Europe because 
the gauge i s different. The Portugese rail­
roads are in better condition, but , or course , 
their supply or cars is not large . It could be 
done, however, and may be done . 
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France is also in a terrible state . The shops are badly stocked ; the money worth less then poker chips; railroads , 
although better than those or Spain , ere in a 
bed way, leoking both coal end maintenance . I went over the same road that I bed been on 
lest eutWllD end with almost ell or whioh I heve been familiar ror more then thirty years . Shock­ing as the condition was lest September, things ere visibly more worn out end grimier then they were then. In the autumn the people seemed 
dezed by their calamities; today, they ere in despair, leoking heat ror their houses, glass 
ror their windows end adequate rood ror t hem­selves . Already in April they were looking 
f orward with horror t o the prospects or another winter. 

SWitzer lend seemed like an is­land of civilization. The necessities of a 
comfortable l ire were ava i lable , but very muoh moDe expensive than in Amerioe . Evon there , 
however , the falling orr in i mports hae result­ed i n a distinct drop in the standard or living. The people ar e terrified l est they should be the next victim. 

I had e great deel or difficulty getting into Germany with my car. When I ar -
rived in Switzerland I r ound that Olive had been ill end was et e hospital and could not 
come on. I proceeded without her to Berne, where , a rter e rew days , Leland Harrison end 
Mr. Uorr is the Charge d ' Arreires in Berlin, suooeeded in gett ing me permission to take my 
oar through Austri a over the Vorerlberg Pass end into Hungary by way or Innsbruck end Vienna . They are to be tremendously oongratuleted, es ap­parently it was the first time anyone bed succeed­ed in gett ing a oar through. The Germans, however, absolutely rerused permission to allow Olive to fol­low with the limousine end e big t r uok rui1 or my clothes, papers and other t hings. The result ia I em here "i th the contents or two bags. They say that the orders came rrom the military which, or course, dominates the foreign office. 

Going through Germany I round every­thing very expensive . The people at large seemed 
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, adequately nourished. There was a certain 
amount of complaint about the lack or tea, 
coffee and chocolate which the Germane used 
to like so much. Even their beer has gone 
down in quality and is only about halt ae 
good ae it used to be, although still about 
twice as good as any other. The roads were 
well maintained , to a great extent by French 
prisoners. They were building a mv.gniticent 
new road from Salsburg to Vienna, using about 
the same methods which I observed in the con­
struction of the Taconio Parkway, of which you used to be chairman. There were a great number 
or small brick houses going up tor the country people , particularly those Cermans who have been 
brought from outlying states where ttley were in a minority. 

Vienna is dirty aHd grimy; the shops oompara ti vely e.mpty, the Karntner Straeee, 
which I remember crowded with traffic, and the Ring, are almost without oars. 

On our ' l8Y through !iungary we 
passed a great many German military vehicles; 
one group of which , with each oar almost touch­
ing the one in front , had drawn up on the side 
of the road for lunch, and we drove tor almost 
three miles beside a solid maes of parked care ; about every fifty yards they had a man on the 
side of the road with a thing shaped like a 
racquet bat with which he directed trattio . 
When I arrived in Budapest, I round that tor 
sometime before they had been going do\m the 
road at a fast pe.oe day and night in an almost 
solid formation - apparently almoet without ao­
oidents . I have seen their care oloee, and dis­cussed them with experienced mechanics ; they 
eeem to be of excellent ouality and are undoubted­ly well driven. Our Military Attache here and 
other soldiers, tell me that all their equipment 
is or the best. The uen seem healthy, strong and 
cheerful . I am told t hat the relation between officers and men is far different than it was in 
the old imperial anny. There is no use in under­estimating their power or their organization. 

There is, of course , at present a flock or rumors floating about; some say their 
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next point of attack will be Spain in order 
to close the western entrance to the 
Mediterranean; others, that it will be down 
toward Arabia, and a third group expect an at­
tack on southern Russia. I have also been told 
that their men to the south or here are being 
equipped with light weight uniforms tor the 
tropics. 

The people here, although Willing 
to take what is dropped to them, do not like the 
idea or being obliged to export food in such 
l arge amounts to Germany, nor do they like the 
German domination or the country, but they r eel 
that there is nothing whatsoever that they can 
do about it. The Germans and the German sympa­
thizers talk about the pos sibility of peace by 
autumn, and express every hope ot f inally des­
t roying Great Britain, either by starvation, 
bombing or direct invasion. The last , however , 
does not seem t o be discussed as seriousl y as the 
other two. 

The Germans seem to expect to or­
ganize Europe in a group of helot semi-independ­
ent states which Wil l consume the products of an 
industrial Germany and provide i t with raw ma­
terials and a good deal of food. So tar, they 
have failed to make any great use or the resources 
of the countries which they have overrun. Ot 
course , they have taken a large part or the accum­
ulated stock , but they have not been successful in 
keeping up production. I ha ve been told , and be­
lieve, that the Skoda l'lorks,using three shifts, 
are today producing less than eighty percent ot 
their former capacity with a single shift. About 
the same thing , I think, is true of the French 
rectories. There is a good deal or sabotage and 
not much ha.rd work. The oil refineries near 
Bremen have been heavily bombed and a great deal 
ot' maohinery brought into Czechoslovakia , where 
it will be more difficult to hit. 

I cannot see much hope tor Europe . 
Although there have been worse famines , there has 
never in the course or history been so many con­
tiguous people seriously under nourished and living 
so tar below their accustomed standard ot comfort. 

- 4-
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It ssems almost inevitable that this Will re­
sult in the outbreak of one or more of the 
great killing diseases whioh will spread like fire in a wheat field, 

A.lt osether I do not see any 
justif ioation for a cheert'Ul outlook. The 
great strength, excellent equipment , good 
spirit and magnifioent work of the Garman 
military organization seem absolutely unbeat­
able. It will be a long time before their 
fa ilure to extraot adequate resouroes f r om 
the oonquered countr ies will br eak them down. The other day I was talking to the wife of one 
of the Brazilian Secretaries, whose husband is temporarily stationed in Berlin; she had been 
up with him but found the bombing and air raid warnings too much for her nerves, and seamed to think that it was produoing a very bad effect 
on German civilian morale. One or our men from 
Frankfurt tel ls me that the bombi ng there has 
terrified the population . It seems to be getting 
more and more severe. 

You can safely say that thr ough­out Europe , certainly in all the parts I have 
seen , the Germans are feared by all and di s­
liked by most. Among those who dislike them, 
and would be glad to see them beaten, there is a great deal of cr iticism or British insouciance . 
Many believe, that out side of the naval and air­f orce t he British have no intention whatsoever of 
doing heavy fighting. The German plans in the 
Balkans were manifest last autumn. The British are supposed t o have about tour milli on well 
equipped troops in England; many believe that 
if they bad sent a mill ion soldiers , with ample 
equipment, t o Egypt and then to Greece , t hey 
woul d have brought in the Turks, prevented the 
occupation or Bulgaria, and made adequate and 
successt'Ul the resistance of Yugoslavia . Al­
though this would have left a million rawer 
men to defend England in case or invasion , it 
would have meant f rom three to f ive million more to attaok Ger many from the south and prevent the 
occupation of the wheat f ields of the Ukraine and of the Danube , and, of course, detached an enor­
mous number of Ger man soldiers from northern 
France, where they might have served as an 

- 5-



expeditionary torce in England . At present there seems to be no point at vthich the German a rmy can be erteotively attacked, and their exhaustion will take a very long time , and will imply the exhausting ot all Europe and the destruction or civilization. 

I beli eve, es I wrote you before , tha t we are the only country with nny prospect ot civilization et the end ot ten years. This is not s cbeertul letter, but it is my honest opinion. I have never hoped to be right as strongly as I now hope I am wrong, but I do not think I am. 

Yours respectfully, 

Jefti-flt 
Herber t Pell. 

'l'be President, 

The White House. 
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My dear Mr . President: 

DE PART MENT OF' STATE 
WA8HINQTO N 

Jul y 12 , 1941 

In accordance with your request I am enclosing 

a draft of a reply for your s i gnature to M1n1eter Pell's 

l etter of May 16, 1941. I am returning the l.Un1eter' s 

letter here~~tb. 

Fai 

I .. 
Enclosures : 

l . Prom >Unieter Pell, 
May 16, 1941. 

2 . Draft of reply. 

The Pree1dent, 

The White House . 

. 

,( 
• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

July JO, 1941. 

MJ:MORANOOM J'OR 

THE ACTI?lr SECRETARY OF STATE 

J'OR PR!PA.RATION OJ' REPLY 

JOR MY SIGHATURB - DEAR BERTIL 

J'. D. R. 

Letter t o tb e President from 

Mini ster Herbert Pell of Hunga ry 

da ted June 23 , 1941. 

' 
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J 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF' THE 
UNITED STAnS OF AMERICA 

AM ERICAN LEGATION Budspost, Hun~ary 
October 21 , 1941 . 

l.ly deer !Jr . !'resident: 

So fa r I hlivo been oble to report to 
you s steady falling off of Germon ond o cor­
respondinr, irnprove~~nt or Jritisn prestige , I 
am sorry to soy that there has been u distinct 
reverse i n the lust two weeks . 

The Germons are jubilant end much 
more cocky . Friends or Great Br itain seem be­
wildered. It is widely advortised , cost or tho 
Gernwn Air Force being occupied in Russia , that 
the British have not soized the occosion to do 
any very heovy bombi ng. The Ger ma ns soy t ha t 
this shows one of two things--either , in the best 
of oircumstonces, the Lnglish ore unable serious­
ly to injure Gen::any , or they are seizing the op­
portunity of o temporarily dis tracted Germun at-
tention to tuke tea and go on week-ends whil e 
someone else tights for them. To reentorco t hei r 
or gwnent , the Germans point to the complete quies­
cence of the British Air Force during the beginning 

or 
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of the war und even when the Germans \;ere ad­

vancing over lloll'1nd , Belgi um and }'ranee . 

The generul expectation here at the 

time of the Oerm11n attack on Russi a wsu thut 

the ~nglisb would sei ze a golden opportunity 

and better the Germon cities, et least es badly 

es the ~erc&ns did London, Coventry end Bris tol. 

This condition has seriously discourag­

ed friends or democracy in this pa rt of the uorld 

wn.o, although not too nunerous, are in many cases 

importnnt peopl e . 

Unfortunu t oly, however much •.10 rnny ob­

ject to their conclusi on , the facts accordina to 

the reports or our o•·n :ar Departnent a re certuin . 

A aenber of our .. mba ssy in Berlin tells ue the 

damage there is negli gible , end that along the 

!lhine and even in tho ports there is less th!ln 

should be, porticulurly '"hen ••e consider the ab­

sence of the Corlll£ln 11ir ~·orce • . 

The Oer1wn symputhiser s also suggest thut 

the l<ussians, h11ving no real interest in e Ori tisu 

victory, will not go on indefinitely suffering a 

series ot detests . It \·:ould be absurd to think that 

merely bec11use or t he p,enere l s i railu.rity ot t heir 

social 
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socia l i deas ther e C6n be no ser ious cause of 

contention bet11eeu Rus s i a tt nd Germany, but it 

remains t rue tha t t he Russi a ns nay not be will­

ing to take dtingerous r i sks and n&y decide to 

cut t he ir losses i f they ure not s upported. 

I presume th'.\t much of t he swne sort 

of t alk i s c irculating i n t he Uni t ed ~tutes , 

where a l so i t can do nothing but hur m. 

J>Ccordin,.; to t he Cermuns , t heir produc­

tion of neroplenes is l ess because thoy a re alter­

ing their manufa cturing pl ants t o produce pl anes 

up t o the .\lllericen sta ndard . 

I em sorry t o s end you such trn unpl eas­

ant l e tter, especially Rf te r t he cheerf ul ones I 

was able to write before . I r ealize t hu t both 

you and t he British Goverru1ent ha ve more import~nt 

t hings to t hink about than t he mora l e of your sup­

porters in thi s part of t he 11orld , but I thi nk i t 

i s necessary to repor t t h i s chunge of feeling ttnd 

to anal yze its cause . 

Some years ago in New York uf ter e very 

bad theatrical season somebody said, "There is 

nothing wr ong l'li th Broadway that cannot be cured 

by 
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by ll coupl e or ~ood pl uys" . Verbum sup 

Olive ~ends ~er love , &nd I U6uin 

th&nk you for ~hi~ nost i nterostinR poot . I 

enjoy pi oneerine far more than I • ·ould steudy 

construc tion . 

Respectfully yours , 

pnZ.-r.£( 
lier ber t Pell . 

The ?resident 

The ''hi te 'fouse . 



9oTcber 14, 1941. 

DMr .S.nl••-
I 8D ••nding woJ'd to Be11r7 Mora•a\hau, 

oontldeaUally, '° k" P U1 •Y• O il Cl.ll1bol"M. lie 
undoullt•dly baa Teey illte reatlaag duty with th• 
- a th•r patro~. 

Tou ere ill • woadertul obaenatloll 
aeat , aAd I am glad that 1our letter eoUDlla 
detini t ely more •DOOllft&ing. 

A ouriows epi•od• baa Ju.e t ooo\IJ'Te4 
l ll the Sou\h Atl&Atio whioll 10u will h•• • b .. rd 
ot lly th• time 10u a•t thia. I t r a i a•• a 111.oe 
queatio ll - •it lt i• ag&i .. t th• l aw t o r all 
.&merioaa o1t1Mll to •11111: hi• own ahi p ia 
t erritorial watera, i e it ageia• t illteraational 
law t or him to 91.Dk bie own 1h1p on the h1Qb .... ,. 

With ~teotionato r egards to you 

Hollorabl• Berllert Peil, 
.Anaarie&A Leeatloll, 
8114ap••t, 
B illllloU7 • 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITEO STATES OF" AMERICA 

AMERICAN LEGATION 
liudapast , Hungary 
October ll , 1941 . 

Dear l.!r . l'residont : 

I was very sorr;.' thn t nothing co .. ld be done 
ebout Claibor ne . He has just enlisted in the Coas t 
Gus rd nod is no11 , I bolieve , on the v:ea ther patrol. I 
would be prn terul i ~ vou 1:ould keep an eyo on hie. 
I am too for off to do anything myself . 

You ·.oiill be · l 1d to Mor that ,.:;;oricun stock 
ls ~oing up over:· doy in 1ud11pest . The r:ove r nment hore 
has a gun ot its back nd oen do nothing. ~he vast coss 
or the people hut the <:o=na oven n ore than thoy do 
the Russians , who for t ~nty y ars thoy nave considered 
the ne plus ultra or evil . 

I believe ths err.xin• •:ould like to put us out 
end I am holdinr; o \18tching brief, llllkin · us 11 ttle fuas 
as possible. The intelligent class end th" rich realize 
t.hut in the event of e Ce l."mlln victory, thoy ,.1.11 be \•iped 
out os were thoi r fellows in Poland . The poopl B a t lurge 
dislike the :ere11ns and quite justly bl aue their IUlrdships 
on Hitler • s l'.: ove r runon t . 

I rear this countr y will be l ooted durinv the 
c oming wi nte r a.lznost as completel y as was .-r anoe . Hun1111 ry 
produces erople rood ror i ts own i nhabitants and a good dea l 
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for export , but sixty Million Germans or even six 

would be a big load f or n country with fewer in­

habi t ents than the s w to o!' !low York . 

My exporienoe upholding your policies !'or 

four years in the Union Club has been o!' gr e11t value 

to me here. I kno" ho·.1 to skircish outs i de tho breast­

works , ttnd I must say it i:i 11ore run that 11ould be a 

r a t a nd easy district. 

The best i n!'or t11U tion I can ge t i s tha t many 

of the German leaders, es pecially a n;iy of ficers, feel 

that victory is i mpossible and defea t by no ~eons out 

of t he question . They ore begi nning to talk of a 

negotiated peace--an i den which they would have scorned 

s ix months ago. 

The co.ming winter will , I fear, be sonething 

ter rible in - urope . l:obody will be coru'ortably \'ll rm 

and few will be suf ficiently fed . 

The stati sti cs o!' our production or aeropl a nes 

and ships i9 a dugger of ioa in the book o!' ovory Cerman, 

They talk of us a nd fear us . flometi mes they show it 

in little ways . For exanple , a l t hough the ne11 Ceman 

L.inister called on me, his 11ife apparently doe a not intend 

to follow diplonatic usage nod call on Olive . Both the 

German ond Italian Legations a re under orders to have no 

i ntercourse wi tb us whU teoover . 
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!~ore end r:or11 the pooplo .. re !'lockinr oround 

~e . The converoation in the Club , und at ~oat dinner 

parties, is openly ont1 -llitler . In spite or the 

Government decrees 11ga1nst hirn , Ti bor .C:ckhard t ' s wife 

is a lion a nd ha iled 11horever silo goes . "ltogether I 

become more hopeful every d'1y . 

Y.ay I teke the l i ber ty of off ering you e 

suggestion. I believe that if any German vessels 

are sunk in the xtlanti c , it would be the per t ot 

wisdoc for us to Clllke no report whatsoever of the of­

f e ir . Lot them find out their los ses for tbecselvos. 

It will not be long before evory vessel thttt is late 

will be i>: iven up, a nd oven those tha t return will by 

their lateness help bre11k Ger man morale--not only in 

the civil popula tion but nmon~ the sa ilors t henselves . 

!lay I further eum;est that at houe you ohould 

give an occasional sign or life to Jerr y ...nhoney in 

New York and to Ed Perkins in Poughkeepsie . both of vhoc 

write c:e nost admiringly or you. 

Olive s ends her love . 

I run 

Respectl.'ulH' 

JM'r",.. /'i If 
Herbert Pell 

Tne President 

The \/bite !louse . 





/ 
TH E WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 27, 1941 . 

M».o!ORAN Wll l'OR 

HON. IURBERT C. BELL 

JOR YOUR INFORMJ.TION 

F. D. R. 

Kcao!"Snd•·m ror •h,. Pl'-f' .. ident ,.ro:::J the C\ecreu_::· 
of tae Tr_.1'1:.,try, 11,,'/41, ~n reply •o f'rc~iaen" ' 1 
mcll2orand1t111 of ll/11./1,l , askln1. t he Se c ·ot11ry 
to "8ko an occa•lonnl check on ClBlbornc Poll , 
on behalf or his fath,,.r. "'h" c:ecretury repor~s 
tlvlt Claiborne Pell Me P8""&d ex..,,•r.a' !on for 
proootion to E'n•lrn •n • le Cot•' Gt1•ro R•·~rve 
ana has boen r ecom:11ended f or opnt . !t Is 
Intended to ""'' i:n h1"' t o onr of thP lnr;:cr cutter•, 
~robably th• llournahrl. Lat er I ' ! < e~N!C ted ne 
w4 ll be t..""fln4'ferrPd to du• y •n ~e COf ~t. C..u,.!"a 
PuHic Reatlon• U<'r •ce . Co••• Ou&rd ~•dqunrt.•r" 
has agroed to gl vo the Secrett ry OCCR~ionnl 
rooorte on him. 



THC: SECRCTARY OF" T H E TREASURY 

WASM I NGTOH 

November 25, 1941. 

Memorandum to the Presldent: Nov 16 10 ~e AH '~I 
~f t'EllfrJ In your memorandum of November 14 you asked me, on be-

half of hie father , to make an occasional check on Claiborne 
Pell. 

After a talk with Commander Reed-Hill , who i s in charge 
of Public Relations at the Coast Guard, Claiborne went to Boston 
and enlisted on August 18 as a seaman, second class, in the 
Coast Guard Reserve and was assigned to active duty on the 
DUANE, one of the 827 foot ers. The reports on him are good . 
He did his duty as a seaman without complaint and effi ci ently. 

On October 16 he was detached from the DUAN£ and was 
later transferred to the ARGO, one of the 165 foot, twin 
screw, Diesel boats, which is now at the yard at Curtis Bay. 
On October 29 he passed creditably examination for promotion 
to Ensign in the Reserve and has been recommended for appoi nt­
ment. On t he execution of his com.~ission it is the intention 
to assign him to one of the larger cutters , probably the 
NOURMAHA.L, which is bei ng readied for weather patrol duty. 
Later it is expected he will be transferred to duty in the 
Coast Guard Public Relations Office. 

Coast Guard headquarters has agreed to give me occasional 
reports on him. 

)f!::; ot tho '""~Y· 
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