


i 3o

}f«-?;!":‘?ff
My desr Lord Lialithgows

I heve regelved your note of Uctober
elgnth whleh has been jresented to me by 3Slr
Girje Shanksr Bajpsl, ageut Genersl of Indls,
and assure you that it la extresely agreecble
to have w»lth us s man of his distisgulsned
sttzinments,

I om cellghted to have met &ir GirJs snd
I heve been very happy to heve hud him ln the
conferences which ¥r. Churchill and I have had
receatly.

With cordlal good =ishes for the Sev Year
to you snd ta the pecple of Indla, I sm

Very zlncerely yours,

His Excellency ;
The Moat Honorable
The Marquess of Linllthgow, P.C., K.T.,
'ﬂ'..-ﬂ- 1-. G-.-- I--i-. a‘ia-l--.
Gowernor Guner-l of Indla,
Hee Lelhl.
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BECHETANY OF STATE
A T, B E,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
In reply refer to January 2. 1942
PR

MEMORANDUM FOH MISS TULLY:

In compliance with the President's memorandum of
December 23, 1941, I am returning herewith a draft of
8 suggested letter for his signature, addressed to
the Governor General of India. Lord Linlithgow'!s
letter to the President is also enclosed herewith.

If the President approves the draft and if you
Will return it to me when signed, I shall be rlad to

forward it to the Ameriecan Commissioner to India for

f [V en e,

George T. Summerlin.

appropriate delivery.

Enclosures:
Original letter from
Lord Linlithgow to the
President, October 8, 1941;
Draft reply.



His Excellency Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America.

Dear Mr. President,

T write with the greavest pleasures to introduce to
you 3ir Girja Shankar Bajpai, on his assuming charge as the
Agent General for India in the United States of america.

2. Before accepting his present appointment 3ir Girja
was a kember of my zxecutive Council, and my deep regret at
losing a trustec colleagus is tempereu Ly the knowledge that
his new duties (for which I conceive him to be eminently suitec)
will provide him with ampler opportunity to serve Inuia at a
time when her common interests with the United States of
America are 50 great.

3. You will, I know, be interested to hear that 3ir
Girja first visited America in 1921 as & kember of the Inaian
delegation to the Jashington Conference for the Limitation of
Armaments; he has the happiest recollections of your great
country and its people, ana I have the fullest conridence that
his acquaintance with them, officially anu privately, will be

renewed with cordiality.

_fiid/'%-l/'

Governor General of Inuia.

Simla,

The gif October 1941.
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PEREASIE, PENNSYLVANIA

Rarch 7, 1942

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrs., Roosevelt;

Again I must ask you to forgive me
for writing as an American citizen who has lived most et
of her 1ife in the Pacific war area, If what I say is already
well known to you and the President, then forgive me indeed.
Fut I write it anyway, because I find that so many English-
men even 1n high official position either do not know or do
dot rejnize the situation at this moment in India, 4t would
not be surprising if we did not , either.

I am moved to write this letter because
of faymond Yram Swing's statement in his news broadcast last
night that it may be planned to have the allied stand against »
Japan take place in Indla, I cannot pretend to know what is
the best place to take a stand, but I do know India and the i
Indians at this moment. The situation there is that the

Trﬂﬂ’”ﬁinduahfaal very desperate over the lioslems under Jinnah,

w 1elb#® The seParation between HMoslems and Hindus has grown in the Iax
last year to fven deeper and more serlous proportions, This le
separation has,been fostered by the British divide-ng@—rula
policy, which however uncgnseci usly they have pursued, has
neverthless actually baﬂnﬁﬂéﬂf: Upon this already fostered
separation between elghty million Moslems and the some two
hundred and fif§y to seventy Hindus has been built a further
separation by Japanese propaganda, which has told the Moslems
that they may have India, and has allowed that lMoslem leader
Jlnnah to believe that he will be the ruler of India once the
Japanese get control.

Jinnah is a demagogue of the most dangerou:
‘ype who does not love his country first, 4e i1s the perfect
tool for the Axis. He 1s anti-Chinese, I suppose you saw what
he sald about Chiang's recent vislt to India. *“e has no sym-
pathy with any of the allies, “a is in fact ready to act for
Japan at the first possible moment. Add to thi: fact the one
that the Moslems, thouzh smaller in num er than the iHindus, are
war-like, dominating, and fierce in comfarison to the quiet,
passive and peace-loving Aindus, and that they have long had
a desire to rule India, and one has the pleture now ready
to come to life. There will be in Indla the strongest fifth
column that any country has yet had when the Axis attacked,

It 15 a fallacy to think that the people of
India will defend thelr country as the Chlnese have dons. They



M g .
will make an effort but it is doubtful whether they will
succéed, In additlon to the fifth column movement among
the powerful and bltter lloslems under a most disloyal and
dangerous leader, it i1s also true that the Indians as a whole,
and particularly the Hindus,have the mind of a dependemt

~— raee, This is inevitable in a count¥ which has been a colonial

;’“‘;f&m

possession for a hundred and fifty”years. It takes a period
of readjustment for the dependmmt mind to feel agg become
free and fearless and ready to sct on its own in{ative. Lhe
Indians haveleo long been used to having their tfinking done
for them, whereas the Chinese have alwagy been a free people,

I say thls in order to warn us all that we must not
count on strong successful actlion from the Indians. It
will not come soon enocugh. Even 1f they do the best they
canﬂﬁ doubt 1t will be enough in the present crislisJs fave

=

I doubt they will even do the best they can. They
are as a group so fllled with bitterness against the English
that we must look for revengeful massacres against all
white people on a scale much greater than hawetaken place
in Malaya and Purma, This I know and I heard ft eet stated
agaln only last week in a confidential conversation with
an Indlan friend of many years, an Indian of great wisdom
and intelligence who geplored what he foresaw,

Therefore I hope that if our American boys are sent to
India they will realize the situation and will know that
they must be prepared for a revenge which may fall upon them,
too, only because they are helping white men whom the Indians
hate. “here are of course Indlans who do not want to see
the English defeated, but these, I grieve to say, are very
few and mostly in high place in off#élaldom. The rank and file
of the people are appalingly bitter. Surely those who lead
cur men will be put on thelr guard against all this.

I write thls letter out of private knowledge f;u,
directly obtalned, and I am typlng it myself so that I have
no copy., Please destroy it when you are finished with it,
and don't in any case trouble to answer it., I dort want it
on my conscience that I did not speak when speaking might
have shed a little light. Doubtless all this is known, If
it 1s, then please just take this letter as corroboration,

Yours with highest personal regard,

f/]/ d T

i



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 11, 1942 -

MEMORASDUM FOR MRE, ROCSEVELT:

You can tell Pearl DBuck
that I have read her letter of Larch
7th with real interest. I am keeping

her letter in amy files.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE

UNDER SNCRETARY OF STATE *2
AND GENERAL WARSHALL

ALEJ?
Will you be good encugh to pre-

pare a Jjoint reply to the enclosed for me

to send to Louls Johnson?
- T x4069

?-D.Ih

Cable from Johnson, New Lelhi

y April 17
No. 190 re Indian situation.
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April 24, 1942

My dear Mr, President:

I refer to your memorandum of April 21, 1942, addressed to
General lMarshall and to me, directing tha a joint reply be made to
Colonel Johnson in answer to his telegram lo. 190 of April 17, 8 p. M.,
in which there was incorporated by reference his telegranm lo. 155 of April
6, 5 p. M., quoting a letter from General Yavell requesting American
aircraft for the defense of India.

This. matter has been discussed by officers of the Department
with General Lisenhower, Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations Divisien,
iar Department, who states that General Marshall has acted upon General
avell's request after discussing the gquestion with you. Expressing
the opinion that it would be jnadvisable to transmit information regard—
ing the precise nature of the action taken through other than military
charnels, General Eisenhower suggests, on behalf of General Marshall,
that the following message be transmitted to Colonel Johnson:

fieneral Brereton has been fully informed of the rein-
forcements in airplanes he is to expect in the near future

and has been directed to operate under the operational

control of the appropriate British commander operating in

defense of the eastern coast of India,

It is General Eisenhower's opinion that, upon receipt of
this message, it will be possible for Colonel Johnson to make appropriate
arrangements to acquaint General iiavell with the information which has

g 4
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been conveyed to General Brereton by the iar Department. Accordingly,
there is enclosed for your signature, if you approve, a telegram to
Colonel Johnson containing the statement prepared by General Eisenhower
on behalf of Ceneral Marshall,

In as much as I have already replied to the last paragraph
of Colonel Johnson's telegram Ne. 190 of April 17, 8.pm., the telegram
which is enclosed for your consideration relates to only the first
section of Colonel Johnson's message,

Faithfully yours,
J/8/ Sumner Welles

Enclosure:

Telegram to
New Delhi.

x4 %ﬁﬁ:ﬁ Honkd Wav I
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TELE(RAM SENT

DEFARTIENT OF STATE

Washington,
April 23, 1942.

AMERICAK MISSION
NEW DELHI

With reference to your no. 190, April 17, 8 p. m.
The President desires that the following message from him be
conveyed to Colonel Johnson:

Guote General Brereton has been fully informed of the

'l
reinforcements in airplanes he is to expect in the near future

and has been directed to operate under the operational control of
the appropriate Sritish commander operating in defense of the

eastern coast of India Unquote

/s/ ROOSEVELT

HE:WLP:DF



Ziikial LT -

Tux Vicerovs House,
New Devnr

&“ A p ‘/?;a b May 1, 1942,

T have received your letter of Warch 19, 1842, which
has been presented to me by Colonel Louie Johnson and write
to ascure you how glad we are to have with ug in India one
of his personaslity and distinguished attainmente, a man
moreover who enjoys the President's perconal confidence,

2, It has been a pleasure to me to meet Colonel Johnson
and T am confident that his experience and personality,
particularly in problems relating to military supply, will
be of the grestest assistance to India and America in the
prosecution of the joint wer effort, His presence among us
is an eezrnest of high endeavour in the common cause.

May I send you an expression of esteem and cordial

good wishes on behalf of the Princes and peoples of India and

57;,1,._ 4? .4-:«47
His Excellency Franklin D, Roosevelt, C:f Yy

President of the U.S.A.,
The White House, Washington,

from myself,







Semagram, Vig ‘.'hr!rm
£ { Indiay
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lst July 1942

Do M

I twice missed coming to your great country. I have thes privilege
having numerous friends there both knowh and unknown to me. Many of my
countrymen have received and are still receiving higher education in America.
I know too that several have taken shelter there. I have profited greatly
by the writings of Thoreau and Emerson. ~ say this to tell you how much
I am connected with your country. Of Great Britaif I need say nothing
beyond mentioning that in Bpite of my intense dislike of British Rule, I
have numerous perscnal friends in alBngland whom I love as dearly as my o
people. I had my legal education there. I have therefore nothing but
good wishes for your nhuntry and Great Britain. Tou will therefore
accept my word that my present proposal, that the British should unmeser
vedly and without reference %o the wishes of the people of Indie immedie
Iithdr;w thelr rule, i# prompted by the friendliest intention. I would
like to turn into good will the 111 will which, whatever may be said to
the contrary, exists in India towarde Great Britain and thus enable the
millions of India to play their Fart in the present war, :

My personal position is clear. I hate all ﬁnr; If ,therefore, I
could persuade my countrymen, tqﬂg would make a most effective and dugi-
sive coatribution in favour of an honourable peace. But I know that all
of us have not a living faith in non-viclence. Under forelgn rulehowever
we can make no efféctive contribution of any kind in this war, except as
helots.

The poliey of the Indian National Congress, largely guided by me, has
been one of non-embarrassment to Eritain, consistantly with the honourable
working of the Congress, admittedly the largest political organieation, of
the longest standing in India. The British policy as ixpanud by the

Crippe miseion and rejected by almost all parties has opened our eyes r

-

BEST AVAILABLE COPY




and
has driven me to the proposal I have made. I hold that the full
acceptance of my prnpuali and that alone can put the Allied cause on &n
unassailable basis. I venture to think that the Allied declaration;
that the Allies are fighting to make the world safe for freedom of the
individual and for d}nnaraoj na;Eq hnliut. 80 long as India and, for that
uatter, Africa are exploited by Great Britain, and Americs has the Negro
problem in her own home. But in order to avoid all complications, in
zy proposal I have confined myserlf only to India If India becomes free,
the rest must follow, if it does not happen simul teneously.
In order to make my proposal fool-proof I have suggested that,if
the Allies think it necessary, they may keep their troops, at their own
xpense, in India, not rnr'kauplpg'inturnnl order but for preventing
apanese aggreselon and defending China. So far as Ipdia 1q concerned,
le must become free even as America and Great Britain are. The Allied
oops will remein in India during the war under treaty with the Free
Ind!=~Government that uay be formed by the pecple of India withoul any
outside interference, direct or indirect,
It ie on behalf of this proposal that I write this to enlist your
active sympathy. ‘
I hope that it would comasend itself to you.
Mr. Louis Fllahlr is carrying this letter to you.
If there is any u;Luurlty in my'lattor, you have hﬁi to eend me
word and I shall tky to clear it.
I hope finally that you will not resdnt this letter as an intru-

sion but taeke it a®s an spproach from a friend and well wisher of the

Allies. } 1
: yh'wa _Sif;-*t-a.u.j
W’

.dent Franklin L.Roosewsl’



COPI1ED:NE:RED

August 1, 1942

My dear Mr, Gandhii

I have recelved your letter of July 1,
1942, which you have thoughtfully sent me in
order that 1 may better understand your plans,
which 1 well know may have far-reaching effect
upon developments important to your country
and to mine.

1l am sure that you will agree that the
Unlted States has conslstently striven for
snd supported policles of falr dealing, of
fair play, and of all related prineiplea look-
ing towards the creation of harmonious relations
between nations, WNevertheless, now that war
hne come as a result of Axls dreams of world
conquest, we, together with many other nations,
are making a supreme effort to defeat those who
would deny forever all hope of freedom through-
out the world, I am enclosing a copy of an
addrese of July 23 by the Secretary of State,
made with my complete approval, which illustrates
the attitude of this Government,



-

1 ghall hope that our common interest
in democracy and righteousness will enable
your countrymen and mine to make common cause
against a common enemy,

Very eincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

Enclosure:

Copy of speech by
Secretary of State,
July 23, 1942,

Mr, M, K, Gandhi,
Sevagram Via Wardha,
Central Provinces, India,
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August 4, 1942
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of an appropriate statement

he Lepartment concurs in Sherwood's

nmmm

- F

e T. B,

Copy attached.

Enclosure.



COPY
Deliver to Mr, Early

To the President
from Bob Sherwood

As you know, the All India Congress has a crucial
meeting the day after tomorrow, August 6th,

Any statement by the Fresident would exert a
profound effect on this meeting,

Ghandi's greatest argument is that he has the
support of the overwhelming majority of the American
people, and that he would hold this support even if the
Congress decided to engage in civil disobedience,

This is a dangerous illusion. of course, the
Amcrican people are sympathetic to India's aspirations
to freedom and independence, We believe that this is also
the sentiment of the British people. But we can have no



BRITISH EMBASSY
WASHINGTON,D.C.

£

vty Personal

August Tth, 1942,

Dear Mr. FPresident,

I enclose herein the text of a
message which I have Jjust received by telegram
from the Foreign Office for you from Mr. Attlee.
I have been told to ssk that this should be
regarded &8s being for your own most esecret eand
personal information, and for that of Mr. Hull,
to whom I have also been instructed to
communicate it.

Believe me,
Dear lr. Fresident,
Very sincerely yours,

A S

The Honourable
Franklin D, HRoosevelt,
President of the United States
of America,

washington, D. C.
REGRADID UNCLASSIFIED
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My colleagues and I would have wished that
you should have known in advence the Government of
India's decision, only communicated to us at the last
moment, to publish on August 5th the documents relating
to the Congress Party Working Committes's discussions
on Congress Party's resolution of May lat. These papers,
with their damaging revelations of the defeatist outlook
of the Congresa Party leaders and particularly of Gandhi,
had been in Government of India's hends for some time
but they forbore frem diselosing them or from rlacing
any restraint upon Congress leaders in hope that counsels
of moderation and especislly the opinions expressed in
the United States might avert any extreme decision.
Unfortunately this hope haa gradually diminished and
after much searching of heart the Government of India
decided almost at the last moment on publication which
they felt might help to check waverers in the Party by
showing up its leesders in their true light,

2. In considering now how best to deal with the
esituation oreated by the Congress Party's threat of a
mass-movement to enforce their demsnd for a Eritish
withdrawal, Government of India have been guided by
available indications of the extent to which movement
may interfere or be intended to interfere with conduet
of the war on Indian so0il., The indications are
unfortunately grave. More than one leader has
threatened that movement would be short and swift, and

the declared intention of Congress is to throw into it
/a1l
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8ll non-violent strength accumulsted in the paest
twenty years. Detailed informastion has been derived
from a circular issued locelly by the Andhra provincial
Congress Committee in Madras indicating that programme
is designed to effect pressure on Government officers
to resign, organization of labour Btrikes, interference
with railway tramsport (though without danger to life)
and with telegraphs and telephones and Picketing of
troopa. The crippling effect on the war effort of such

activities carried out on & widespread scele is manifest,

T For these reasons Govermment of India with
approval of His Majesty's Government have decided that
most vigorous steps must be taken to Buppress the move-
ment at the outset. It is noteworthy that this is a
decision of Governor Gemeral in Counecil and that this
Council is now comprised of eleven Prominent non-official
Indians and, counting the Vieceroy himaelf and the
Gnunmndur—inqchiur, only five Europeans, one of whom is

at present out of India.

L. It ie the intention of the Government of India,
88 soon a8 the All-Indis Congress Committee paBs or
andorse a resoclution containing threat of mass civil
disobedience, premptly to order the detention of leaders,
that is, of Gandhi and members of the Working Committee
under the Defence of India Rules and it is possible that
the more prominent of them will be deported from India.
The Working Committee, the All-Indis Congress Committee
and each provineiel Committee, but not the Indian Netional
Congress Party es a whole, will be declared to be unlawful

associations, thelr offices and funds seized, and all

individuals/
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individuels arrested who are considered competent and

likely to attempt to organize mnd launch & mass movement.,

The main object of this action will be to render the

movement ebortive by removing and detaining ite leaders.

All poesible precautionary measures will be taken in
consultation where necessary with military authorities to
deal with danger of widespread demonstrations and disordera.
If hope of paralysing movement at outset by above methods
should not succeed it will be necessary to introduce stronger
measures egainst Congress Party ae a whole, These intentions

are of course strictly secret for the time being.

5. His Majesty's Government feel confident that you
will ehare their view that no other choice is open to tham
than to restrain with whatever means may be necessary the
activities of politiciena who sre bent on pursuing a courase
which Hie Majesty's Government sincerely believe would not
only hemper and frustrate the war effort of the United
Nations but would shatter indefinitely all hope of peace
and orderly political advance in India itself.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Auguet 7 , 1942

MR. OECIL GRAY #
Seoretary to the hnﬂ:.'!q
= L8 e
/
The enclosures are self-

explanatory.

M. H. MoINTYRE
Seoretary to the President

Enclosures
Tele to the President B/6/42 fronm
Louis Fischer , Hotel Duesne, 237
Madieon Avenue, N¥YC - sent from Miaml
Juet returned from Indim with verbal
message from Gandhi for the Presildent
Wants aleo to give impreceions and
viewn of Indian situaticn.

Ev of telerrpm from MHM replying

eteting due to extreme prensur
nre has arranged for Eec{ Hull tg
act

@ %ﬁvﬂ?urn £a %HE cu?

elegram of reply dnue
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| #TANDARD FORM No. 144

. APPROVED Y THE PRESIDENT

.‘Ji"l -. m"‘m

.

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

ﬁl! FISCHER
e

237 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK NEW YORK

(o

Frow The White House

Washington
AUGUST 7 1942
& Ol

DUE TO EXTREME PRESSURE HERE WE HAVE ARRANGED FOR SECRETARY i
HULL TC SEE YOU. SUGGEST YOU PHONE MR. GRA¥ HIS SECRETARY

AND ARRANGE DEFINITE APPOINTMENT.

BEST REGARDS. 1

M. H. MoINTYRE
Seoretary to the President

x4 8- %
XA
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- Aug 5, 1942
¥iemi Flo
President Roosevelt

White Houee Washington, D. C.
ARRIVED TODAY FROM EIGHT WERKS IN INDIA WHERE SPENT WEEK WITH
GANDHI AND HAD SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS WITH RACH OF FOLLOWING
NEHRU J RAJAGOPALACHARI JINNAH WAVHELL VICEROY AMBEDKAR STOP
GANDHI GAVE ME LETER FOR YOU WHICH I HANDED TO GENERAL GRUBER
FOR DELIVERY STOP GANDHI ALSO GAVE ME BRIEF ORAL MESSAGE TO
YOU WHICH I THINK IS KEY TO HIS PRESENT THINKING STOP I SHOULD
LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU MY IMPRESSIONS AND VIEWS CF INDIAN
SITUATION STOP I WILL BE IN NEW YORK TODAY AND CAN BE REACHED
THEREAFTER AT HOTEL DUANE 237 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK.
VERY RESPECTFUL

LOUIS FIBSCHER



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.s.

By W. J. Etewart Tate '



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

gttt
August 7, 1942.

NEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF BTATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

T0O READ AND RETURN

F. D. R.

Letter from the Vice Preslident to the
Pres. 8/7/42 calling atten. to a letter
n India which the Board of Economi
sent to the Chiefs of

(An economic program for India)

+ 0

Pl L] o 44
nal'l il e Lld o

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviat of the U.S.

By W. J. Btewart [ate

———



BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE

WASHINGTON, D, C. % 2.,
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN - .

August 7, 1942

The President,

The White House.

Dear Mr. President:

I want to call your attention to & letter on India
which we have just sent to the Chiefs of Staff. 4 SUmMmMATY
of our engineering report which covers possible industrisl
development in Indie directly related to the military effort
there Iia alsoc enclosed. Copiles have been sent to half &
dozen interested agencies so that they may be prepared for
their part in any possible program which might subsequently
be directed.

We are ealling this detailed engineering program to
your ettention now for whatever broad political use you might
possibly want to make of it.

Respectfully yours,

N awnﬂﬂmhﬂ-

H. A. Wallpce
Enclosures
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ECONOMIC DEFENSE BOARD
WASHINGTON, D, .

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

A

August 7, 1942

Brigadier General W. B. Smith
Secretary, U. 8. Joint Chiefs of Staff
19th and Constitution Avenue, N. W.

Dear (General Smiths

The Board of Economic Warfare has prepared a detailed
program to implement the recommendations of the American
Technical Mission to India. Because a program of this magni-
tude raises fundamental questions of military strategy, as
well as of econcmic policy, I am forwarding to you a seb of
reports on the individual projects, together with & brief
sumary statement,

The American Technical Mission, under the Chairmanship
of Dr. Henry F. Grady, former Assistant Secretary of State,
surveyed Indian industries during April and lay of this year,
Following its return to Washington, cost estimates and
engineering details in connection with the recormended
projects were prepared by the engineering staff of the Board
of Economic Warfare, assisted by lir. H. E, Beyster, a leading
industrial engineer, who had served as a member of the Mission.
Freparation of this program represents the culmination of
several months of inquiry in which the staff of the Board has
drawn upon the information and recommendations available,
not only from the Mission, but from a great number of specialists
having knowledge of Indian resources,

While certain strategic materials wonld be required out
of the stockpiles of the 'nited States, the primary purpose
of this program would be to release within a period of a few
months considerable productive power which could not otherwise
be called upon in the service of the United Nations. The



program should, of course, be undertaken only on the assumption
that a United Nations effort will be made s if necessary,

to defend India and Ceylon and especially to defend the

vital industrial area of Calcutta.

In giving further consideration to this program, the
Board of Economic Warfare would welcome an expression of the

views of the Joint Chiefs of Staff with respect to the rilitary
factors which may be involwed,

siﬂ“mh’,
‘V
H. A« Wallace

Enclosure

F. 3. Mr. Beyster and Mr. (rady will be in town on Friday,
August 14th and will be available for any discussion
you might desire to have with them.



AN ECONULIC PROUGRAM FOR INDIA

This program is intended to implement the recormendations of the
American Technical Mission, which, under the chairmanship of
Dr. Henry F. Grady, surveyed Indian industries during April and May 1642,

The recemmendations of the American Technical Mission rest on the
assumption that India is a strategic area of prime importance to the
United Nations. On this tentative assumption, the Board of Economic
Wiarfare has prepared a detailed statement of the measures which would
be required to put the Mission's recommendations into effect,

Strategic Importance of India

The Mission, in its report, has indicated that the advantages to
be gained from India's position and rescurces appear to be so great
that measures must be taken to exploit them to the fullest possible
extent.,

Position

1. Through India alone, at present, can the United States
and the United Kingdom supply China.

2. From India alone can the United Nations launch a
campaign for the recovery of Burma. The route through
Burma is the only one by which supplies sufficiently
large to equip China for a major offensive can be
delivered.

3« Control of India (and of Ceylon which depends on India)
means control of Japanese threats to shipping in the
Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean,

4+ India's central location ensbles United Nations air
power to strike east or west.

5+ India is the beginning of important supply routes inte
Iran and the U, S. 5. R. These routes will be even more
essential if the military situstion in South Russia
deteriorates further,

6. In short, the full control of India is essential (a) to
insure the United Nations control of the Indian Ocean,
(b) to support the Chinese forces and to recover Japanese-
occupied territory in the east, and (¢) to continue to
support the Anglo-Russian positions in the 1fiddle East.
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Hesources

l. India has the only United Nations industrial plant
between Great Britain and Australiz,

2. It has reserves of panpower of very great military and
industrial value,

3+ It has extensive coal and iren deposits which are already
supplying an efficlent iron and steel industry.,

4s Tt possesses the world's only considerable source of
mica, a material that is vital to the production of
aircraft and commnications equipment,

5« It has large deposits of manpanese obtainable in
quantities limited only by shipping which can
clear from Indian ports.

6+ India is the world's only producer of jute and it has
8 major portion of the world's jute manufacturing
industry.

7+ TIts production of shellac accounts for practically all
of that commodity available to the United Hations,

8. It produces a wide variety of other essentisl raw
materials, including oil seeds and hides and skins,

9« TIts cotton textile industry is able to supply the bulk
of India's own mqﬂﬁmma, as well as the require-
ments of other United Nations' forces in the liddle East,
10. TIts transportation stem, although congested at present,
is the ]a.r_zn_éesf in ﬁia and one of the largest in the
world. This system could be & major factor in efficiently
supplying the United Nations forces based on India,.

Prior decision as to strategy

It is apparent that, before any economic measures can be undertaken
for India, a decision must be arrived at by the Joint Chiefs of Staff
as to the validity of the assumption on which the program is based, If
it is decided that an attempt will be made, even at great cost, to
defend the vital industrial area of Bengal and Bihar and to build up



India's great potential strength as a military base, economic measures
commensurate with that task must be undertaken at once,

The program would include such economic measures as those
mentioned herein. It would alse include, besides expanded military
preparations, civilian defense measures of the type which the people
of Eritain and Russia have found indispensable for their protection
and their morale., India would have to be speedlly transformed from a
territory occupied by foreign armies to a nation aroused and organized
to participate in a defense of its own vital interests,

By means of a program comprising all of these factors, India
could not only be successfully defended; it could be made
ready for the inevitable United lations offensive against the common

ﬂnﬂ‘nﬁ'-
The decision to adopt such a program will rest with those who
determine allied strategy. Its implementation, by economic means,

will be the task of many agencies of the allied governments, working
in closest technical collaboration.

Recommended Prugrﬂ

The projects discussed below are among those recommended by the
American Technical Jission to India. They have been determined to be
the most important that can be undertaken with a view to strengthening
India to the maximum extent in the shortest possible time, All of
these projects can be completed within seven months from the time that
materials are ready and work initiated in India; many of them can be
completed in two to three months. The value, to the United Nations,
of an India strengthened by a program of this magnitude will be

very great.

Other projects recormended by the Mission are now being studied
by the Board of Economic Warfare and will be submitted for consideration
at a later date,

In considering the projects which are discussed in more detail
below, it would be well to weigh the statements made by Sir Bertram
Stevens, in a memorandum entitled "Draft Appreciation of the Strategic
Position", which was written in February 1942, Sir Dertram was the
Australian member of the Eastern Group Supply Council, and was stationed
in India for ten months prior to the writing of this paper,



(1) "All the foregoing plainly peints to a long war. It
above all, exposes the fallacy, in all situations or
circumstances of any argument to the eifect that any
proposed measures are of too long range & nature to
be efficacious,”

(2) "From the long range point of view, the obvious plan is
the development of Indian indigenous production. Argu-
ments that this will take too long must be rejected for
the cogent reasons already advanced."

(3) "The only way to get the bulk of this plant is to import
it. + + « The difficulty will be to get ite-=that i= a
question of awaking those in charpge in Britain and U. 5. A.
not only to India's need of it, but to the need of
strategy, that it should be located and set up in India."

All the projects recommended herein are designed either tc serve
directly in the supply of the United Netions forces, or to help
existing Indian establishments to raise their production of war materials,

The most important of the projects from the standpoint of strength-
ening the United Nations forces in India and improving India as a base
for counter offensive action sgainst the Japanese, as well as a supply
base for China, are those which concern gasoline supply, road improve-
ment and improvement of herbor facilities.

The other projects fall intc two categories, both of which are
intimately connected with supplies for military forces based on India.
Une cetegory is comprised of projects which will strengthen the industrial
economy of India for the production of war goods. Projects in this
category are those for the production of guns, shells, alecohol, tool
steel, scientifiec instruments, lumber, aluminum, sulphur, coal tar
derivatives and drugs. The other category is comprised of projects
dealing with cold storage facilities, slaughter houses and bakeries,



The following is a list of the proposed projects and their estimated
cost:

Gasoline pipe line $ 46,000,000
Roads in India 18,232,000

Cold storage facilities and slaughter
houses 4,800,000
Harbor faci es 29,600,000
Lumber mi 4 700,000
Scientific instrument plants 1,700,000
Gun factory 15,800,000
Shell plant 6,600,000
Tool steel plantd/ 2,700,000
0il drum ts 2,475,000
Bakerie 6,840,000
Aleohol plants 22,000,000
Drug manufacturing plnnty 3,100,000
Aluminum plan 11,050,000
Sulphur plan 2/ 1,500,000
Coal tar derivatives plant 6,874,500
Salt purification plant 483,000
Sanitation and water purification 1,000,000
Total 02,52, 500

I/ This project 1s already the subject of negotiations on the
part of the Indian Supply Mission to secure equiprment and
technical assistance in the United States,

2/ This sum may be only $750,000 if the sulphur can be mined in
solid form.

Gasoline Pipe Line. The most important project having to do with gas=
oline supply for United Nations forces in India is a project for the
construction of a gasoline pipe line from Karachi to Galcutta. This
project will require an estimated 130 days to complete, but will be
useable in substantial part in an estimated 60 days, The route of the
pipe line has been determined with an eye to supplying most efficiently
the military air fields between Karachi and Calcutta from storapge

tanks established at each air field between these two points. Tt

will relieve a critically overburdened rail system which is unable to
move required quantities of petroleum products from the West to the
East of India due to an insufficiency of tank cars. Despite the
scarcity of 8" pipe which will be required for this pipe line, the
military value of it in supplying sufficient gasoline for forces based
on Indie and those in China makes it perticularly worth congidering

at the present time. Even if Calcutta is reopened, the pipe line

will be of great value in relieving the strain on the inadequate supply
of tankers available for the inited Nations.




While the United Nations hold the Near and Middle East, petroleum
products such as aviation and other gasoline will be supplied from that
area, The saving in shipping from Abadan to Karachi as against shipping
from Abadan to Calcutta is obvious,

It may very well be that an adequate defense, particularly of the
industrial triangle of Northeastern India, will depend on sufficient
aviation gasoline and gasoline for motor transport being evailable in
that area, Although Calcutta's storage capacity is ample, it is extremely
improbable that the United Nations can, without a pipe line, supply
sufficient gasoline to that area to permit a strong defensa,

It is probable that two pipe manufacturing concerns in India can
expand their facilities to supply a substantial percentage of the required

tonnage of pipes.

The cepacity of the line has been so caleulated as to permit the
unloading of large size tankers of 240,000 barrel capacity within 24
hours after arrival at Karachi in order to lessent he possibility of
air attack while the tankers are in port and to permit a quicker turn
around of shipping. Cost of the pipe line is estimated to be $46,000,000,

foads, It is proposed to strengthen greatly the existing road ways of
» which at the present time are wholly inadequate for any extensive
motor traffic. It is estimated that roads carry about 2 percent of
India's total traffic as measured in ton miles., It is believed that
in a period of approximately five months the main roads of India could
be so improved as to relieve much of the pressure on the railways by
permitting the motor transport of substantial quantities of zoods.
The strategic value of an improved network of roads should also be
considered as an additional reason for endorsement of this project.
The cost of improving the main roads of India and certain secondary
routes would be about §18,232,000.

Cold Storage Facilities and Slaughter Houses. Two other projects are

© Increase the number of cold storage and slaughter houses in
India. The six cold storage plants and the two slaughter houses which
are planned will be completed in approximately four months from the date
that construction is begun. If a large United Nations force is based
on India, additional cold storage and slaughter houses will be of
vital importence; existing facilities are far from adequate. An
additional advantage to be gained from the construction of such facili-
ties is the substantial saving of shipping which will result from
providing out of local production a large amount of the meat, vegetable
and fruit needs of United Nations forces in India. This will only be
possible if the recommended facilities are constructed. It is estimated
that the cost of the cold storage and the slaughter houses will be
about 26,700,000 and $4,800,000 respectively. Additional complementary
equipment, such as refrigerator cars and trucks, will also be required.
Their cost has not been included in the figures just mentioned,



Harbor Facilities. The present virtual blockade of the Hast Coast
of TIndia has t about an almost erippling congestion of the three
main ports on the West Coast of India. Tt is proposed, therefore,
that facilities at the Ports of Bombay, Karachi, and Cochin be greatly
strengthened to permit the expeditious handling of larper quantities
of materials than at present, thereby increasing the amount of shipping
available to the United Nations by substantial reduction of the turn-
around time of ships at those ports. It is estimated that the harbor
facilities can be improved to the desired degree in 4 1/3 months and
that increased unloading facilities will be available in 30 days., The
problem of port congestion has been one of the most gerious limita-
tions on India's ability to supply war materials to the United Nations,
and the improvement of facilities will be one of the most important
contributions that the United States can make in strengthening India's
econony for war. The estimated cost of this project is #29,600,000,

Lumber. It is proposed that two lumber mills be created in India pri-
marily to seve that substantial amount of shipping which would be
required to make up the difference between India's supply of and need
for lumber. The mills will comprise such units as to permit the
shipment of finished lumber in India, thereby effecting considerable
savings of space which would otherwise be required if logs or unfinished
lumber were shipped.

A large portion of the plant which will be required to c omplete
the lumber project can be acquired in the United States from certain
timber areas which have been cut out and whose facilities are idle.

The large saving in trans-ocean shipping is undoubtedly the most
important factor in the support of this project, since substantial
quantities of space would be required to meet even the minimum needs
for war @s. Total cost of the two sammills will be about
&,'?DG,ODGE

Scientific Instrument Plants. Instrument plants are projected owing

to the dire shortage and great need of this type of equipment in India,
The recommended plants can produce range-finding equipment, surgical
instruments, optical instruments, periscopes, telescopes, and later such
instruments as are required for airplane and marine work, as well as
all other desired types of scientific instruments. They will also be
able to repair such instruments. Cost of the two plants is estimated
to be ﬂ,?ﬂﬂ,mﬂa

8 project is alrea subject of negotiations on the part of
the Indian Supply Mission to secure equipment and technical assistance
in the United States,



dun Factory. It is proposed also to increase India's capacity for the
production of rifles from its present level of 125,000 per year to a
level of 500,000 per year, It is estimated that 130 days would be re=
quired to equip a factory building which is already in existence at
Cawnpore. The bulk of the equipment for the plant would be procured from
India, While the project has been designed to produce the British
standard .303 gun, very little change will be necessary to produce the
American standard .30 caliber gun, if it is decided that it will be more
advantageous to do so,

The value of the plant is unquestioned in view of India's probable
future importance as a base of supplies for foreces in that area, Tts
cost is estimated to be $15,800,000.,

Shell Plant. This project is planned for two purposes--(1) to make
United Nations forces in the area less dependent on other countries for
supplies of 3" to 6" shells which are consumed in large numbers; (2) to
save the substantial tonnage of shipment required to move shells of
these sizes into India and the area which might be served from India,

The preject would require approximately five months to c omplete
from the day construction was initiated. The more vital parts of tha
plant would have to come from the United States, but all the remaining
equipment and practically all the raw materials would be supplied by
India. Capacity of the plant would be 500 shells per hour. Its cost
would be about $6,600,000,

Tool Steel Plant. There is an acute shortage of tool steel in India
and China. India possesses deposits of many of the alloy ores, such

as chromite, vanadium, molybdenum, cobalt and tungsten. Tt is proposed,
therefore, to build a tool steel plant which will have a productive
capacity of 200 tons per month,

India can furnish most of the equipment required for the plant
which will, after its completion in a period of seven months, be able
to supply a substantial proportion, if not all, of India's requirems
for steel of this type. Cost of the plant will be about 32,700,000

0il Drum Plants, Closely connected with the pipe line project is a
project to expand the production of oil drums in India.

There is at the present time a critical shortage of drums or
barrels for the transport of aviation gasoline within India for its omm

I/ This project is already the subject of negotiations on the part of
the Indian Supply Mission to secure equipment and technical assistance
in the United States,



air fields, as well as for shipment to China, Russia and the Far Gast,
Full utilization of the proposed pipe line, mentioned above, could

not be had without drum facilities to be used in connection with it,
Indeed, the shortage of drums is so critical, that additional manue
facturing capacity is essential whether or not the proposed pipe line
is constructed. It is estimated that the three proposed plants can

be completed within 60 days. Equipment for these plants can be
obtained easily in the United States. Steel sheet required to operate
the plants can be furnished by India. GCost of this project is estimated
to be $2,475,000,

Bakeries. India has inadequate facilities to produce bakery products
or forces which must be served from India. The shortage will be even
more critical if large numbers of additional troops are based on that
country. It is proposed, therefore, that two bakeries be built in
wheat growing areas to supply the present and probable demand., These
bakeries can be built within four months of the time that work is
initiated. The United States will probably have to supply a super-
visory staff to serve for the duration of the war. It is recommended
that some large American bakery company take a management contract for
that length of time., There is no indication as to what percentage
of equipment can be supplied by India, but it is probable that some
part at least can be supplied by that cg try. Cost of the proposed
bakeries is estimated to be sﬁ,&ﬂ,mﬂ._yn

Alcohol Plants. The American Technical Mission has recommended that

n aleonol plants, in addition to two small ones at present on order
in the Imited States, be constructed in India. The aleohol produced in
the plants would be mixed in a ratio of 1 to 5 with gasoline to be
used for practically all purposes except in airplanes. While this
will reduce the amount of gasoline which must be imported by 20 percent,
greater advantages than this also accrue from the production of industrial
aleohel, A relatively large proportion of glycerin can be obtained
by modifying the conditions of fermentation in these plants. The main
uses for aleohol, other than as a substitute for gasoline, are in the
manufacture of explosives, munitions, pharmaceuticals, fuels s baints,
varnishes, shellacs, chemicals, etc,

liolasses, which is available in large quantities in India, and
which is at present being wasted for the most part, will be the raw material
for this alcohol production. The equipment for these plants must be
provided in the United States and will require s upplies of some materials
which are extremely scarce at present. The advantage obtaining to the
United Nations in the form of power alcohol, munitions, anu explosives,
eto., in India makes the project one well worth pressing to completion,
The ten proposed plants can be completed within six wmonths from the time
that materials are ready and work is initiated in India. Cost of the
project will be about 922,000,000,

project is already the subject of negotiations on the part of
the Indian Supply Wission to secure equipment and technical assistance

in the United States.



Manufacturing Plant. Centrally located at Bombay, the drug manu-
acturing plant whichis projected will supply drugs to three fronts,
China, Russia, and the Middle East, and will also supply the military

and civilian needs of India.

The drug plant can be completed in five months. Most of the
materials required are available in India, but it will be necessary to
provide a complete management staff from the ranks of a United States
company now in operation. Cost of the plant will be about 33,100,000‘1-/

Coal Tar Derivaetives Flant. A coal tar derivatives plant will be an

t addition to In 's war plant, producing the essential bases
of many explosives and chemical products. It will require 160 days to
complete. Most of the equipment can be obtained in India, Its by=-
products will include coke, gas, sulphate of ammonia, light oils and
tar,

Located in Jamshedpur, the plant will be near its supply of coal,
and can supply needed gas to the Tata Iron and Steel Company of that
city. Ter will be a sueful by-product in view of the rcad construction
project recommended elsewhere in this report. The light oils will be
used in the production of T. N. T.

The project will help to meet India's lack of the basic raw materials
for a chemical industry and for production of explcsives., Its cost
will be about $6,874,500.

Salt Purification Flant. The salt purification plant is projected
because the supply of salt in India is not only inadequate to meet the
existing demand but is also full of impurities., Pure salt is essential
for the chemical industry and for the food supplies of expeditiocnary
forces.

The plant will require three months to build and will necessitate
importation of a small amount of machinery from the United States. Its
cost will be about $483,000.

Aluminum Plants. There is a general shortage of aluminum throughout the
United Nations. India has abundant raw materials for the production of
aluminum and has two partially completed plants which were designed for
this purpose. Much of the equipment for these plants is already in
India.

One of the propesed plents will produce about 9,000 tons and the
cther about 6,000 tons of aluminum per year. The larger of the two
plants can be in operation in approximately three months from the time

1/ This project is already the subject of negotiations on the part of
the Indian Supply Mission to secure equipment and technical assistance
in the United States.



that work te complete it is initiated. About six months will be re-
Quired to complete the other plant. A survey of the existing plant and
the equipment already in India will be necessary before the remaining
requirements can be accurately estimated, The cost of completing the
two plants will be about %1,050,000.,

Sulphur Plant. The value of sulphur to a wartime économy is unquestioned,
spite fact that India has rich sulphur deposits, it has not been

able to process the raw material and has, therefore, been importing

large amounts of sulphur from the United States. Yhen the proposed plant

is completed, and that should be possible in a three to five months!

pericd, India will be largely independent of imports. It is not

known what Percentage of tha equipment would be obtained from the

United States and what percentage from India, but it is probable that

both countries will be called on to furnish Some portion of the equip=-

ment which W required. The estimated cost of the plant is

#1, 500,000

Sanitation and Water Purification. The lack of sanitation throughout
India and the necessity for water purification in that country is well
It is very probable that a substantial industrial expansion in

existing facilities for water purification and sewage disposal,
Approximately 21,000,000 could be expended advantageously on the exten-
slon and improvement of such facilities., 4 survey to determine the
area in which such improvements should be made should be undertaken
immediately, as the forerunner of actual construction projects,

I/ This project is already the subject of negotiations on the part of
the Indian Supply Jdssion to secure equipment and technical assistance
in the United States,

2/ This sum ray be enly $750,000 if the sulphur can be mined in solid
£

Board of Economic Warfare
August, 1942
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August 11, 1942,

Dear Mr, Fiecher:

I am trying to keep in very close
touch with the situstion, I get the latest
news from several sources avery day.

Very sincerely yours,

{Sgd)FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

Louis Fischer, Eaq.,
Hotel Duane, Eeq. , X

237 Madison Avenue
'.' m “.,t 'q *.
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(LOUIS FISCHER & 237 MADISON AVENUE e  NEW YORK CITY

Aupuat 7, 1942

President Frahklin D. itoosevelt,
+hite House,
iashington, De Ce

Dear lire President,

A telegram from !.H.lleIntyre has just
arr.ved telling me that you could not see me .ng suggest ng I
talk with Secretary IHulle I think it dmirable,hbwever, to
communicate t he folbowing dirsctly to yous

When I saw Gandhl in June he asked me to
urge the Wleeroy to see hime Before I left CGandhi's village,
Desal, Gandhi's secretary, reminded me of the importance ki of
saying to the Viceroy that Gandhi would like to eome rnd
discuss the situatlon with hime The day after I returnsd to
lew Delhl from Gandhi's village I had an interview with the
Viceroye I told him Gan dhl, alth ugh he vas bent on
gettlng lndepencdence gor Indila, wgs 1n a coneciliatory moed
ond ready to compromides”iouldn't you see one of the Congress
lezdersyI urged. The Viceroy replied: "That is a matter of
high polley and hus to be declded on his merigs"e The Viceroy
has not seen (Gandhl or any Congress leader since the
preagent emerpgency aroste

Secondly, Gandhl assume. tiat I might
see you vhen I returned to America and he =ald to me:'"Tell
your President thiﬁzﬁ wish to be disswmded"s Gandhl has
deferred the launciffof the clvil disobddi nce campaign by
putiting it up to a Rong session of the Worklng Committee and
now to the current sesslon of the Central Committee although
hls word 1s law wlth Congress and millions of -eople and he
could have started lon g agos lie wants to be d issuadede
Hie wanted to talk 1t over with the Viceroye

I am convinced that the British authorities
will do nothinge I amn convinced that the right appro ch by
you m ight save the situation. A terrible disastoer may be
impending in India.

Very respectfully,
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Forsign Relatione of thae Unlted Stites

1542, Vol, I, General, British
Coamonwealth, Thae Far Esat
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. o DEPARTMENT OF STATE

st 15, 1942,

the Preaident

ith reference to the attached communication of
Avgust 7 to you from Mr. Attlee, you and other officials
of this Government during past months earnestly laid
before Prime Minister Chutchill and other Eritish of-
flelals the unequivocal attitude of yourself in faver

of an adjustment on a basis that could and should be
mutually agreed upon in the relations between the home
Government of Great Britain and elther officlals or
certain political leaders headed by Mr. Gandhi in India,

In addition to your plain statements to Mr. Church-
111 to the foregolng effect, I on one or two oceaslons,
and I think it was two, brought up the whole question
of concesslons and further adjustments on a mitually
agreed upon basls, with Ambassador Halifax, As sarly
as slx months ago further earnest efforts on the part
of your personal representative in India, Col. Louls
Johnson, were made in support of a mutually satisfactory
settlement. Our attltude has not been one of partlsan-
ship toward either contender, and of course it is not
today. In these cirocumstances, there 1is scarcely more
to add in relation to the accompanying doocument,

It would seem that if the British Government would
repeat with full emphasls its proposal of independence
to Indla at the end of the war, and eccompany 1t by a
atatement of the adjustments to be made prior to the
announcement of independence, including some reference
to the equal interest of India with the twenty-elght
nations in resisting the Axis powers, it would clarify
public opinion and might lead to the resumption of dis-
cusslons between Great Britain and the Indlan leadera,
In any event, it ought to have the effect of reducing
the feeling of tension in India, You, of course, and
all of us, are closely observing to find any way that 1s
at all feasible and acceptable to further encourage and
promote a mutually satisfactory settlement,

o g
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Dear President Roosevelt,

We the young men and young women of India are shocked at the
Brutal and suppressive treatment aecorded to our reasonable demand
for 8elf Government in this hour of National peril.

We cannot believe that your Covernment subseribes to this
poliey. We know your friendliness and sympathy for India as
demonstrated many times in the past. We realise your grave
responsibilities in other parts of the world do not permit you
actively intervening in the Indian deadlock. However we wonder
if you realise, that most Indian people now believe that the
United States of America is completely identifying itself with
the Imperialist poliey of Britain .

We as friends of America regret to see the situation
developing for it has always been our hope that free India and
America can work together in harmony and democratic spirit. It
is a pity that today our two countries should be drifting farther
and farther.

If America is to keep the good will of the Indian people
it 1s necessary for you to dissociate yourself from the British
policy which is heading this ecountry towards disaster. Our
revered leaders Mahatma Gandhi,the Congress President and Mr. Nehru
have repeatedly declared their sincere friendship for the cause of
United Nations.

We realise you cannot dictate to Mr. Churehill. But you
owe it to the American people and to us to discwn any responsibility
for the day to day shooting of innocent people in all parts of the
country. We pfay to God to give you strength to remain true to the
noble traditions laid down by George Washington, who was not only

an American hero but beloved hero of lovers of liberty all over
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the world,

With cordial greetings to the people of America,

We recaln,
The Youth of India,

k\““"‘dﬂ G‘-&aﬁn‘"ﬁ{a[-
Qm_all f
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Copy of a letter from Mr. Leo Amery to J‘{’J & /
Mr. Eden dated September 1lst, 1942,

I have just been reading Campbell's letter
about the President's suggestion that we should set up
Bome sort of provisional system in India pending the
ereation of & constituent body later on to freme a final
constitution, this on the basis of the American colonies
after their sscession.

The difficulty is that the American colonies
already had each their own constitution before they seceded
and were in a position after the recognition of their
independence by this country either to remain sgparate or
to come together. They came together on an interim
arrangement which proved none too satisfactory and so were
led on to framing the constitution under which they now
live. The trouble in Indiam is that Indie is already an
sdministrative and economic entity and that it is very
difficult to find any interim constitution which would not
involve the bresk-up of that entity except un-linen which
would not prevent one element, namely Congress, prejudging
that future entirely during the interim period. That was
precisely why the Cripps proposals reserved an ultimate Bay
in the matter to the Viceroy during the interim period, and
my enswer tc the President would in fact be that what he
would like to see done is precisely what we attempted to do
through the Cripps proposals and what, in some measure, we
are doing to-day with a predominantly Indian Executive
working together without prejudice to a future conatitution.

The/
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The other point raised by the President,
namely that Indis belongs more truly to the western
orbit than to the Par Eastern, is eminently sound.

A great deal of talk sbout "Asiatics" naturally working
together arises from the historical accident that of

the various sub-continents into which the great
Eur-Asiatic 014 World block is divided, the westerrmost
is given & neme of ite own and &ll the rest lumped
together as Asian. As a matter of fact, racially and
lingulstically most of India belonge to the European
femily, Historically the main influences which have
been exercised upon it have been Greek and then, far more
intense and prolonged, those of the Moslem world of the
Middle East. India is indeed far more an extension of
the kMiddle East, which in ite turn is and always has
been intimetely associated with Europe, than in any way
connected by race, culture, or history with the Far East.

You mey possibly care to pass these points on
to Campbell or to Edward in case they in turn care to

pass them on to the President.
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I refer to your letter of Auguet 1, 1842 to

My dear Mr, President:

Mr, Gandhi, a copy of which }l enclosed, The letter
reached India after Gandhi had been placed in confine-
ment and the Mission at New Delhl requeste instructions
regarding the disposition to be made of it, Unless it
18 now deeired that the letter be destroyed, there ap-
pear to be three poseible procedures:

(1) Let the letter be delivered to the British
authorities with the request that they deliver it to

Gandhi;

(2) Let 1t be delivered to Rajagopalachariar, the
only prominent Congress leader not in confinement, for
eventual delivery to Gandhi;

(3) Let it be retained in the Mission's files until

such time as 1te delivery to Gandhi may appear poesible
and appropriate,
The
The President,
The White House,

26612 T 438
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The advisability of following the firet procedure
is questioned by the Department unless this Government
is prepared to reveal that Gandhi's letter to you was
brought to thie country by Mr, Louis Fisher, who very
possibly evaded the censorship regulations in taking it
from India, If the authorities have no record of
Gandhi's letter beilng dlspatched, they will almost cer=
tainly inquire, at least informally, with regard to the
manner in which i1te delivery was effected, and if no
explanation is given they will suspect that the official
pouch wae improperly used, The authorities in India
have never been generoue in their interpretation of
pouch privileges and it 18 consldered undesirable that
they be given any reason to believe that the pouch has
been used to permit Indian nationalists to communicate
with officials or others in this country without censor-
ship of the correspondence in question,

The second procedure is also considered undesirable
as 1t 1s not considered that it would serve a useful
purpose and as Rajagopalachariar has recently been con-
spicuous for his disagreement with Gandhi,

The Department feels therefore that the most satie~

factory procedure would be to instruct the Mission to
retalin
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retain the letter until 1t can be delivered to Gandhi,
It might be desirable to require the Misslon to commu-
nicate with the Department at that time to ascertain
whether delivery of the letter is then considered
appropriate,

An indication of your wishes in the matter would
be appreciated,

Faithfully yours,

Enclosure:

Copy of President's letter
to » August 1, 1942,
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) Tue Vicerovs Housx,
’._ New Devin.

The 18th January 1943,

Mr., William Phillips has presented to me your
letter of the 3rd December, and I write to tell you
how cordially we welcome among us so distinguished
and widely experienced a diplomatist as your new
Personal Representative to India,

Mr. Phillips' charm of manner has already made
a deep impression on all those who have met him here,
I am sure that our common war effort will derive
fresh impetus from him, and we take the deputation
to this country of a man of his personality and
eminent attaimments as further indication of the
high regard you have for India,

i Tty 2
Zo

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washineton,



His Excellercy

Franklin D.Rovsevelt

President of the United States of America,
The White House,

Washington.
( U. S. &.)

‘\?icar 0y
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New Delhi, India
February 11, 19843

Dear Kr. President: .
The complex political situation here has become
eggravated by Gendhi's "fast to capacity", whatever this
new phrase indlcates. Evidentally he does not intend to
commit sulclde but he 1s over seventy end is said to be
frail end there 1s danger that he may not survive the

atrain; at least, that 1s the Viceroy's fear.

After my return from a visit to the Punjab where I
met and talked with Muslims of all types,--with members
of the Union Government, Pakistan enthusiasts, Hindus
and Communists, I felt that I could not properly carry
out my mlssion unless I had an opportunity to talk with
Congress leaders, all of whom are now in detention.
S8inee my arrival, now five weeks ago, I have had to
parry the questlon as to whether I was planning to see
Gandhl and i1f so, when, It has been an awkward question,
for 1f I had said anything which could have been inter-
preted as a yes or no, I would have been in serious trouble
elther with the Government or with the Congress Party.

I am planning to spend a few days in Bombay on my
way to Hyderabad and Nadras, and Poona, where Gandhi is
confined, is only a short distance from Dombay and almost

on the route to Hyderabad. I felt that if I passed Poona
without

" The Preaident,
The White Housa,



without even an effort to see the Congress leader who,
a8 you know, 1s not in prison but is confined in the
palatiel residence of the Aza Khan, I would run the risk
of nlianntinglthﬂ Congress Party and press, which is
already beginning to show some critical tendencies. And
so I decided to appromeh the Viceroy and ask for per-
mission to call on Gendhi.

Accordingly I called by appointment at seven o'clock
on the eighth and stated the remsons for my request., I
explained that my duty was to keap you informed of the
situation here and that T could not do this without at
least a call upon the leader of the principal perty,--
that T was to see Jinnah, the head of the Muslim League,
in Bombay, and Rajegopalmchari in Madras, and that & call
upon Gandhl as I was passing by would have the advantage
of a visit in the ordinary routine,

Linlithgow did not give me a straight answer but
instead told me of the seriocus situation which was then
developing in view of Gendhi's threat to fast, He &x-
plained that Gandhi was to be freed for the duration of
the fast and that as no member of the Government would
gee him he had to request me not to make the visit. In
the circumstances, I could only acquiesce,

I detected for the first time & suspicion on the
Viceroy's part with regard to my motivea., He asked me
directly what were my intentions, a question which I did
not welcome, but when I sxplained agaln that I was here
- %o keep you fully informed and not to "intervene", he
said, "I see that we understand each other," He became

veary



very friendly, called for drinks, and since then has kept
me by personal letters in clese touch with developments,

It is too early yet to know whether we are facing a
serious situation or not. A rathesr general but perhaps
British view in Delhi today is that there will be no
serlous complications, that Gandhi's stock has fallen of
late, that other Congress leaders are all in detention
and that while there may be a few strikes and local disg-
turbaences, there can be no widespread trouble, nothing in
fact comparable to last summer's disturbances. On the
other hend, Linlithgow, I know, 1s deeply concerned,

In the circumstances, I have declded to pestpone my
departure for Calcutta, Bombay and the South until the
atmosphere is somewhat clarified,

Meanwhile, I am continulng to receive visits from
all menner of people. Unhappily for me, more and moras
attention seems to be centered upon this Mission and upeon
me personally. Every Indisn who comes to see me fesels
that through my influence the presant deadlock with the
British can be solved. Naturally I am in the pleture only
because of the popular feeling that the Fresident of the
United States alone can bring any influence to bear upon
the British Government. I find it very difficult to lnow
what to suggest. I do feel that the Gandhl! fast has com-
plicated the situation and made 1t even more difficult for
the British to move, if they had any intention of doing so.
But as long as he has no intention of "fasting unto death"
he may come ocut of it without having caused any material

change in the situation.
As



4s I have indicated to the Department, the key to
the present problem 1s in the hands of the British Govern-
ment. It would seem wise for Churchill to "unlock the doop®
which he could do by convincing the Indian people that the
promise of their complete independence after the war is an
iron-bound promise., New words and phrases will not, I
fear, carry enough weight, and therefors o new approach
must be made in order to mccomplish results. It must be
8 willingness on the part of the British Government to
transfer as much civil power as possible nhow, on the under-
standing that the complete transfer will be made after the
war, This would be the invitation to the leaders of the
opposing pertles to get together, which they cannot do now,
not only because the leaders of one party are under arrest
but because there is no inducement for them to make the
necessary concessions to one amnother, and in view of the
general distrust of British promises.

I have not touched upon the problem of the Frinces,
which 1s also a part of the picture. I have discussed it
with the ruler of Nawenagar, who is the Chancellor of the
Chamber of Princes and appears to be their Bpokesmen. Hils
idea_is that when an Indian Government has been arrived at,
the Frinces will transfer to that Government rights and
ownershlp of all transportation, mails, telegraphs, et
cetera, et cetera, which are now for the most part the
property of the Princes. The representatives of thea
people of the States whom I have also met will not be sat-
isfied with this. They maintain that the old treatles
between the Princes and the British Government are obasolete,

that
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that the Princes ghould not expect to have any greater
powers in thelr respective States than the King of
England himself, that hereafter they should ocoupy the
same positlion as that of Governors of Provinces, al-
though they would still be "hereditary" and not subject
to a Tive year limitatlon of office., The powers formerly
exercised by them should be in the hands of the State
Legislatures, There are 562 of such princelings end it
is held that the great majority of their States, many
of which are only estates, should be merged into larger
units,

~ The entire pleture of States and Provinces and the
unanimous demand for a new approach on the part of the
British Government 1s a matter of extraocrdinary interest
which I only wish I could convey to you far more satis-
Tactorily than I am doing, but which 1s almost impossible
to present by letter, I iaal acutely the fact that public
attention 1s centered upon me in the hope and even expec-
tation that I can do something constructive, and yet here
I am, quite unable to do anything but listen to appeals,
realizing as I do the importance of not prejudicing my
position with the British authorities.

At the same time I want to avoeld any impression on
the part of the Indians that the presence of United States
forces and my own presence here indlcate that we Americans
ara strengthening the British hold over India,

With all good wishes,

S8incerely yours

. G
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 18, 1943

My desr Mr. Presidentt

I have read with much interest Bill Phillips!
letter to you of January 22 which you sent me with
your memorandum of February 16. In accordsnce with
your request, I am returning it herewlth for your
files.

Belleve me

FelthMdlly yours,

Enc.

The President,
The White House,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

February 16, 1943

NEMORARLUN FOR
HON. BUMNLR @ELLES

To read and return for

my files.

F. L. R.

Enclosure

Let to the Fresldent frow Williaum Phillips
1724743, Hew Delnl, Indie reporting on
hls first two wee«s in Ingla.

| J_, TR—
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New Delhi, India
January 22, 1943

Dear Mr. Fresident:

I have never had a more interesting two weeks than
those since my arrival. The Journsy from London was
somewhat longer than I had expected on account of the
delay at Bristeol, but once on board the Clipper every-
thing went on schedule, In Liberia I transferred to an
Army transport plane which tock me to Calro, vie Accra
and Khartoum instead of the more direct route to Aden.

I did this in order to visit the Indlan treoops in thelr
desert camp near the Pyramids. I was told that this
would be & sympathetlic gesture and 1t was clearly so
regarded.

On arrival in Earachl I was met by General Ferris,
Deputy Chief of 8taff, United States Forces in China,
and the Secretary of our Mission, both of whom had flown
from Delhl to take me there the following day. Before
leaving London the Viceroy had invited me through the
S8ecretary of State for India to spend the first three
days with him. I should like to have avolded the visit
but was assured that 1t was a customary procedure for all
official wisitors tc Delhi and sc I accepted, and am now

glad that I did so.
The

The Fresldent,
The White House.
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The presentation of your letter was without ceremony
and was delivered during my first private talk with the
Viceroy in his library. He was most cordial and friendly
and wanted me to feel free to move about the country as
I wished and to meet and converse with all shades of
opinion. He sald that later he would give me his own
views on the politiecal situation, He promised not to
"propagandize™ me and assured me that he wished me to
form my own judgment. He 1s a good example of the Tory
type, & huge man physically, very reserved before people,
but he warms up in private conversation.

My days are filled with people and I am gradually
becoming mcquainted with the terrific problems which
face this country. The Hindus are united in thelr dis-
trust and intense dislike of the British but they are
not altogether united behind Gandhi. 8ince the arrest
of the Congress leaders an organization known as the
Hindu Mehesabha under the leadership of Mr. V. D. Savarkar
has sprung *into prominence. Mr. Savarkar ls even more
uncompromising than the Congress leaders in his demand
for a Hindu rule over all minorities including the one
hundred million Muslims.

Jinnah and the Muslim League are equally resentful
of the presence of the British but because of their fear
of the Hindu claims for an all India administration, they
would probably prefer to have the English remaln unless
their own claims to Pakistan were guaranteed, Neither
the League nor Congress has any falth in the British

promise to free India.
The
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The Indlan members of the Viceroy's Couneil, = the
so=called Government of India - condemn both Hindu and
Muslim extremes and are doing their best to carry on the
government and at the same time to keep thelr own Jjobs.
They have no popular following because they represent
the wvoice of the Vicerocy.

The Princes live alool and do not attempt to inject
themselves inte the religious and political controversies.
Some of thelr States, I am told, have llberal and advanced
goverrments, while others are pitifully backward and have
made little or no progress since the Dark Ages.

Then there is the caste aystem, which again divides
the pecpla into more rigld categoriles.

In all this confusion resulting from religious,
politicel and caste differencea, four men stand out who
dominate the scene; Churchill and his Vieceroy, Gandhi and
Jinnah. The Viceroy represents England of the old achool,
of the tradition of Empire, of British responsibility to
govern backward peoples. Behind him are the six hundred
British Indian Civil Servants who are devoting their lives
to Indla and who know little of what is going on in the
world cutside and who in their hearts want to preserve the
status quo, since thelr livellihood depends upon it. Un-
doubtedly thelr views must have some influence on the
Viceroy.

While in London I got the impression that the English
people were ready and even eager to grant dominion status
to India if only the Indians would agree among themselves

with regard to the form of thelr government. I cannot say



i e

as much of Churchill, but certainly several members of
his government with whom I have talked feel that way and
have 1t much in their minda. The British press too ls
moving along mors advanced lines in thls reapect.

But here in India the situation appears to be the
reversa, The British whom I have met seem unaware of
the changing attitude in England and cannot really envis-
age a free India fit te govern itself. They point ocut
that elghty-five percent of the country is illiterate,
that the great mass of the pecple are utterly indifferent
as to who governs as long as there is s government to which
they can look for food and relief in times of atress. They
eee the antagonism of the Hindu and Muslim political parties
and feel that 1t 1a hopeless to expect them to reach any
practical agreement. They speak of civll war the moment
England departs, et cetera, et cetera. Naturally these
views are reflected in the Indian leaders, and convinces
them that British promises are worthless.

Gandhl 1s the third grest personality, - the god whom
people worship and, I imaglne, a wholly impractical god
who talks peaceful methods but who would probably not be
averse to bloodshed te galn his objective. But if he could
be convinced that the British are sincere in their desire
to see Indla free, there is hope that he might be unexpec-
tedly reasonable in his approach to Jimnah and the League.

To all inquiries as to whether I was planning to see
him I have replied that I would conslder an answer to the
question later., Gandhi is still in prison and I think 1t
is wiser not to make any such request of the Viceroy just

yet.,
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yet. When, however, I have some helpful suggestlon to
discuss with Gandhi I shall not hesitate to ask for
permission, but just now, my call upon him would ralse
speculation to fever heat without any compensating
advantage.

Jinnah 1s the fourth person who has to be reckoned
with. He and Gandhl distrust each other and are bitter
politicel enemies., Jinnah's Muslim League, which in fact
represents the great bulk of Muslim Indla, stands fer
Pakistan, that 1s, a complete independent Muslim State
free from any interference whatscever from British and
Hindus alike. Recently it has been growlng in power
and influence, and 1s therefore a formidable opposition
to the Hindu elaim. But Jinnah's well-known vanity may
come in usefully, if Gandhi would be willing to offer him
a high position in an Indian Government.

I have seen something of Gandhi's son, who runs the
principal Congress paper in New Delhi, and we have had
frank talks. Jinnah is in Bombay and is coming to Delhl
about the middle of February but I have already talked
with his representative here.

Whenever I have an opportunity I urge the lmportance
of anocther attempt by the leaders to reach a compromise
agreement before allowing India to drift into the position
of a house divided within itself. Gandhi's son assures me
that his father 1s ready for another attempt at compromlse,
if he were out of Jjall, and that may be true.

And so there seem to be four men who hold in thelir
hands the destiny of three hundred eighty-eight million

pecple;
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people; Churchill dominates the Viceroy, the Viceroy
domlnates the Govermment of India, Gandhi controls the
Congress and Jinnah the great mass of the Indien Muslims.

There seems to me only one way to bring about an
agresment between the Indliens themselves and that 1s to
be in a position to convince them of Britain's sincerity.
How can this be done is the heart of the problem. I hope
that I may have some suggestions to offer later but not
until I have more information. Meanwhile, I am planning
to visit various parts of the country; first, the Punjab,
where constitutional government is sald to be flourishing;
then to Bengal, where conatitutional government Tunctlons
but less successfully; then to Assam, to visit our forces;
then to Bombay, Hyderabad and perhaps to the far South if
I have time. I am also planning to visit several of the
Hindu and Muslim universltles. To¢ all invitations to speak
I have replied that I have come to study end to learn and
80 to be in a better position to report to youyand too I
appreclate the danger of speaking in public to any group
in this divided country.

I hope, Mr. Preslident, that I may have the beneflt of
your judgment and guldance, for this 1s not an easy task
that you have set me to and I would welcome any thoughts
that you may have on the subject.

Sincergly yours,

Mitsa bt e
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New Delhi, India
February 23, 1943

Dear Mr. President:

S8ince my last letter the Gandhi business has given
us a loet of trouble. A strict censorship haes kept from
the Amerlican press the wldespread consternatlion ceused
by the official bulletins which indicated that he ecould
not survive the fast. Muslima, Natlionalists, Christians
Jolned in the appeal of the Hindus for clemency, partly
out of real aympathy and partly out of dread of what
would happen throughout India if Gandhi died during the
fast,

It 1s difficult for Anglo-Saxons to underatand the
deep-geated feelings which have been aroused by this
performance of an old man of T3 years. Many Indians
have told me that during his previous "fasts unto death"
there was nothing like the present nation-wide conster-
nation. The explanation given 18 that tec wvast numbers
of Hindus Gandhi has a semi-divine quality which separates
him from, and elevates him above, the rest of mankind.
That such a belng 1s willing to sacrifice himself for the
cause that every Indlan has at heart, namely, the inde-
pendence of Indis, has touched the people as a whole,
While, of ecourse, Gandhl's methods in the past are not

approved

The Presldent,
The White House.
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approved, probably by the ma jority, nevertheless his
honesty of purpose 1ls respected and Indians who have
been viclently against him have now jolned the chorus
of appeals in his behalf. There could be nothing like
it in any other country but India.

As an example, I attended a banguet last evening
glven by one of the Indian members remalning in the
Viceroy's Counclil in honor of the Governor of the United
Provinces. I was told that fifty guests out of approx-
imately one hundred and fifty acceptances gave out of
the dinner at the last moment and even the host's wife
and two daughters boyecotted the dinner out of sympathy
for Gandhi.

This is the fourteenth day of the fast and he has
seven more days to go to complete his announced twenty-
one days. Lately the bulletins have been far more
reassuring and there 1s reason to belleve now that he
will survive.

Unfortunately, the whole eplsode has brought the
United States prominently inte the pleture and I have
been literally besleged by callers and overwhelmed by
telegrams from all perts of India, asking whether thers
could not be something done from Washington or by me to
relleve the present deadlock. An Important conference
of political leaders from varlious parts of India esssembled
in Delhil laat week to urge the Viceroy to clemency and
many of them called upon me. To the telegrams we have
meraly given formal acknowledgment, To the eallers I

have



have listened by the hour, While I had to be sympathetic,
I gave them no reason to think that we would intervens,
and 1t was only after the Department's suthorization to
say, in case I felt the need, that matters affecting the
Indian situation which required handling were belng dealt
with by high officials of the American and British Govern-
ments, that I gave them that much comfort. I did this in
the hope that i1t would lessen the pressure on the Misalen
and at the same time show the Indians that we were not
completely indifferent.

But the Viceroy has remained sdamant and has refused
to listen to any appeals, He regards the case as one of
defiance to law and order which must be dealt with mccord-
ingly. He does not feel, I fear, the pathos in the appeal
of these milliona for freedom for their own country. He
ls certalnly a man of determination, for he has shown no
weakening in his poliey to let Gandhl bear the sonsequencas
of his fast and die in the process if necessary, no matter
what the results may be. Perhaps he 1s a "ehip off the
old block" that Americans knew something about in 1772,

I realize perfectly that nelither you nor the Secratary
could do much but I had hoped that the Secretary's talks
with Halifax might bear frult in some way. At least I
hoped te avold the impression here, signs of which have
elready appeared, that by the presence of our forces in
India and my own presence we were openly encouraging the
British to retain their hold over India. For, rightly or
wrongly, there is one fixed idea in the minds of Indians--
that Great Britain has no intention of "quitting India"

and
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and that the post-war periecd will find the eountry in the
sameé relative position. In the eircumstances, they turn
to us to give them help because of our historie stand for
liberty.

I fear that the Office of War Information in Indla
has been too active in advertlising in the press, under
the caption of the American flag and the Statue of Lib-
erty, that the President "has declared the extension of
these fundamental liberties to all men the base of the
American people's war aims", et cetera, et cetera,
Certainly Indlans loock to us for the help in their
struggle, which presumably it will be difficult for us
to give during the war. And after the war they belleve
that any such help will come too late, since whatever
persuaslon we can exerclse over the BEritish can be done
better now than when the general scramble beginas for
post-war settlement. That is their view, I think, and
one cannot live here without having a great deal of
sympathy for 1t.

I am locking forward to ths opportunity of talking
over the situation with you when I return to Washingten,
and before then I hope to do a certaln amount of travelling
in the central and southern parts of the country to get a
wider view of its problems.

With kindest remembrances and best wishes,

Since qu yours,
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WASHINGTON UGM

March 19, 1943.

MEMORaNUUM FOR
HON. HAHRY HOPKINS

Please read this from Bill
Phillips. It is amazingly radical for
a man like Bill, but he has been there
fairly long now and has hils feet on

the ground.

What would you think of
speaking to Eden about it -- even show-

ing it to Eden?
F.DoHa

I Qraces

this to Eden and now 1t can

Harry L. Hopkins

|



"

]E;‘q-:am;pt puEliuhed in William
hillips enture in Diploman
{Euutg?: *'I'gﬁa Heacon FPress, ‘I%E},
PP. 3T7-378.




PSF: olndee 4

New Delhi, India
March 3, 1943

Dear Mr. President:

Gandhl has successfully completed his fast and the
only result of 1t has been increasing bitterness against
the British from large sectlions of the people, The
Government has handled the case from the legalist point
ef view, Gandhi is the "enemy" and must not be allowed
to escape from his Just punishment and at all cost
British prestige must be maintalned.

Indlans look at 1t from a different angle. Gandhits
followers regard him as semi-divine and worship him,
Millions who are not his followers lock upon him as the
foremost Indian of the day and that since he has never
had an ocppertunity to defend himself it is & camse of
poersecution of an old man who has suffered much for the
cause which every Indlan has at heart--freedom for India.
And so presumably Gandhi comes out of the struggle with
an enhanced reputation as a moral ferce.

The general situation as I see it today is as
followaj

From the British vliewpolnt their position is not
unreasonable, They have been in India for 150 years and
except for the mutiny in 1857, generally speaking, internal

peace

The President,
The White House.



peace has been maintained. They have mcquired wvast
vested lnterests in the country and fear that their
withdrawal from Indie would jeopardize those interests.
The great cltles of Bombay, Caleutta and Madras have
been bullt up largely through their initiative. They
have guaranteed the regime of the Princes, who control
territorially about ome-third of the country and one-
fourth of the population. They realize that new forces
are gathering throughout the world which affect their
hold over Indla and they have therefore gons out of
their way, so they belleve, to offer freedom to India
as soon a8 there are signs that the Indians themselves
can form a secure govermment., This the Indian leaders
have been unable to do and the British feel that they
have done all that they can in the ecircumstances,
Behind the deoor 1s Mr. Churchill, who gives the impres-
slon that personally he would prefer not to tranafer
any power to an Indian Government elther before or
after the war and that the status quo should be maln-
tained.

The Indlans, on the other hand, are caught in the
new ldea which 1s sweeplng over the world, of freedom
for oppressed peoples. The Atlantic Charter has given
the movement great lmpetus. Your speeches have given
encouragement. The British declarations that freedom
would be granted to Indla after the war have brought
the pieture of Indian independence as never before in
the thoughts of the entire Indian intelligentsia.
Unfortunately, as the time approaches for ending the

WATr,



war, the struggle for politieal prestige and power between
the parties has increased and this has made it more diffi-
eult than ever for the lesders to be willing to reach a
compromise agreement, And furthermore, Gandhi and all
Congress leaders, not to mention the Tifty or sixty
thousand Congress supporters, are in jail and as Congress
1= the strongest political party, there is no one awvail-
able to speak for it,

There is thus a complete deadlock and T should
imagine that the Viceroy and Churchill are well satis=-
Tied to let the deadlock remain ss long as possible.

That is, at least, the general impression in most Indian
eircles,

The problem, therefore, is, can anything be done to
break this deadlock through our help? It seems to me that
all we can do 1s to try to induce the Indian politieml
leaders to meet together and discuss the form of govern-
ment which they regard as applicabls to India, and thus
to show the world that they have sufficient intelligence
to teckle the problem, We must not assume that they will
adopt the Americen or British systems. In view of the
importance of gusranteeing protection to the minorities,

a majorlty form of govermment may not be applicable and

& coalition may prove te be the enly practical way of

guaranteeing internal harmony, We cannot suppose that

the British Government can or will transfer power to India

by the scrateh of a pen at the conclusion of the peace

conference unless there is an Indian Government fit to

receive 1t. The question remains, therefore, how to
induce
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induce the leaders to begin now to prepare for their
future responsibilities,

There 1s, perhaps, a way out of the deadloek which
I suggest to you, not because I am sure of its success,
but because I think it is worthy of your consideration.

With the approval and blessing of the British
Government, an invitation could be sddressed to the
leaders of all Indian pelitical groups on behalf of
the President of the United States, to meet together
to discuss plans for the future. The assembly could be
presided over by an American who could exercise influence
in harmonizing the endless divisions of caate, religion,
race and pelitical views. The conference might well be
under the patronage of the King Emperor, the President
of the United States, the President of the Soviet Union
and Chlang Kai-shek, in order to bring pressure to bear
on Indien politiclans, Upon the ismsuance of the invi-
tations, the King Emperor could give a fresh assurance
of the intention of the British Government to transfer
power to Indie upon s eesrtain date as well as his desire
to grant a provisional set-up for the duration. The
cenference could be held in any eity in India except
Delhi,

American chairmanship would have the advantage,
not only of expresaing the interest of America in the
future independence of India, but would also bs a guar-
antee to the Indians of the British offer of indepandence.
This is an important point because, as I have already aald
in previous letters, British promises in this regard are
no longer believed,
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If either of the principal parties refused to attend
the conference, it would be notice to all the world that
Indla was not ready for self-government, and I doubt
whether a political leader would put himself in such a
position, Mr. Churehill and Mr. Amery may be obstacles,
for, notwlthstanding statements to the contrary, India
is governed from Lendon, down to the smallest detalls,

Should you spprove the gensral idea and care to
consult Churehill, he might reply that, since the
Congress leaders are in jail, a meating such as 1g
contemplated 1s impossible, The answer could be that
certain of the leaders, notably Gandhi, might be freed
unconditlonally in order to attend the conference,

The Britlsh may even be searching for = good excuse

to release Gandhi, for the atruggle between him and

the Vicercy is over with honora for both--the Viceroy
has maintained his prestige; Gandh! has carried out his
protest against the Government by his sucesassful Tast,
and has come back into the limelight,

There 1s nothing new in my suggestion, axcept the
method of appreach to the problem. The British have
already announced their willingness to grant freedom to
India after the war, if the Indians have agreed among
themselves as to 1ts form. The Indians say they cannot
agree because they have no confidence in the British
promises. The proposed plan perhaps provides the guar-
antee required by the Indians, and is in line with British
declared intentlons,

Posslbly this 1s & way out of the impasse, which if

allowed
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allowed to continue, may affect our conduet of the war
in this part of the world and our future relations with
colored races. It may not be successful, but, at least,
America will have taken a step in furthering the ideals
of the Atlantic Charter,

I offer the suggestlion now in order that it may
have your consideration before my return to Washington
at the end of April or early May, when I shall be able
to give you at first hand further information on the
sub ject.

8incerely yours,

/! .
o i
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‘) THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEFARTMIENT OF STATE AMERICAN CONSULATE
Madras, India, March 19, 1943.

Dear Mr. President:

I am sending thi:nmtumrrulldm, during my travels,
l.rll,rtulhwmmtlnl.hut, uth.;t-h.mtn;lumm
inrnmﬁnnorm-qnmu, li.nufruhor-thtniunn-.ruf
-mm:nm!i&mﬂhthrhm

Accompanied by Major Heppner I left Delhi an March 5, 1943
fwBﬁq,ﬂnImhMmrthnmmltth
Governor's house and for the rest of the time at the residence

mm-rnfpulitiulthwghtmdhnn-urth-hltphmin
India to study the general situation,

lﬂ-r_hﬁvlmthﬂrdlnhdwhichhnn:ﬂ-dum
Premier State in India, although in many ways it is not the most
advanced. Ithudnrthtmhmticmhorthm who after
the last war was given the title by the British Government, for

services

The President,

The White House,

Washington, D.C.



I

==
services rendered during the war, of Exalted Highness and Faithful
Ally. There I was the guest of the Prime Minister, whom I had
previously met in Delhi and liked. He put us up in his omn house
and proved a most devoted host. The Nisam is said to be the richest
man in the world with barrels of jewels hidden somewhers, but who
lives personally an austere life. Certainly he spends nothing on
himself nor, as it was quite apparent, on his clothes. The State
is a bit of old India. It has also contributed gensrously to the
present war effort, having an army of its omm, which is in
training with other units of the Indian Army and has also
furnished two squadrons of airplanes and, I believe, one or two
carvettes. It has a magnificent new University, a very remarkable
school of art, modern hespitals and broad streets, and yet it
preserves an anclent form of government which is probably passing.
But the poor remaln ignorant and there 1s terrible peverty behind
the facade of prosperity.

I am here in Madras only for three days and am doing the
usual things, - receiving representatives of political groups,
visiting war activitles, and being entertained by groups of
American and English peopls. Although Madras is less important
politically than some other parts of India, it has its special
interests and, so far as the English point of view is concerned,
it represents a distinetly conservative attitude. From here we
go to Travancore and Mysore, the two States lying at the southemm
tip of India, which are sald to be the most advanced of all the

States,
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States, socially, educationally and in many other ways.
Particularly among women they have a much higher percentage
of literacy than that found in other States or Provinces, and
Iuhﬂ:lﬂuhﬂﬁhﬁhmﬁurthw.m
Mysore, 1 return to Delhi where I should arrive about April lst.

My travels will be of immense value to me personally for
I have come to realise, as I did not fully realise before, the
important part which the Indian States are playing in the whole
picture of the India of the future. I can talk to you more
about this when we meet, but it is enough now to say that,
comprising as they do one-third of the territory of the country
and about one-fourth of the population, thelr attitude towards
a future central government is of the highest importance.

With all good wishes.

Always sincerely yours,

4/»:2:&% M A
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Excerpt published in "illian Phillipa,
Ventures in Diplomacy (Boston: The
TR esn, s P 372,
New Delhi, India
April 7, 1943

Dear Mr. President:

I have returned from my trip_tu the south of India
end have sent a brief summary by cable of my impressions.
I shall not burden you with details of the trip, which
were, however, of Intense Iinterest. Travelling is not
easy or comfortable in India, especially in the hot
weather, but I menaged the trip without loss of a day
or of an engagement. lejor Heppner, my Personal Assistant,
accompanled me. We travelled by train, plene and motor
through the Provinces of Bombay and Madras, and the Stetes
of Hyderabad, Travancore and Mysore, going as far south as
Cape Cormorin, the southern tip of India., At every stop
I was the guest elther of the Indian State Governments, of
Eritlish officlals or of American citizens, and in this way
I had exceptlonal opportunities of obtaining & cross-current
of political views and opinions.

I was greatly Impressed by the two southern States,
Mysore and Travancore, which are in many respects in
advance of the Provinces of British India. Educationally,
Travancore ls far ahead of mll the other States and Prov-
inces because of her anclent custom through which the wife
rather than the husband has had control of the family
property, end the mother, belng responsible for the up-

bringing

The Fresident,
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bringing of the c¢hildren, has, for generations, insisted
upon thelr educetion. This custom has now been modified
in favor of the father. It is interesting to note that
the heir-apparent to the Throne 1s not the son of the
ruler but the eldest son of the rulerts eldest sister.
There is much natural wealth in these two States and T
was astonished to see the extent of the rubber, teak,
tea and cotton cultivation in Travancore. Mysore has
important iron and gold deposits, and extensive coffee
and vegetable cultivation.

Belng the guest of the State Governments, I saw
many pleturesque sights and met literally hundreds of
Indiens. In the north of Travancore there is ocne of
the finest game sanctuaries in the world, where, during
evening and early morning tours of a lake, I counted
about eighty elephants, many bison and sambhurs, (a
glant type of deer) all in their wild state. It is
thrilling to watch at close quarters from a launch a
dozen elephants playing on the waterts edge.

It so happened that the sister of the Meharajah of
Mysore had just been married and the presentation of the
bridel couple to the people tock place the evening of
my arrival in the city of Mysore. The vast pelace was
1lluminated with sixty thousand electric bulbs. It was
a falry-like apparition rether than an illumination, In
the center of a torch light procession, headed by soldiers
and mounted lancers in quaint costumes, ceme the giant
elephant, covered with trappings of gold, its eyes and
tusks brilliantly painted, and on its back the bridal
couple enthroned. An escort of three or more elephants

followed
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and then came more scldiers and cavalrymen, It wae &
scene from the Arablen Nights.
But to turn for a moment to more important matters,
mey I glve you a summary of my impressions gained through
conversations with many different types of Indian leaders,.
My previous impression of incressing anti-British
sentiment was confirmed. In those States where there 1s
much natural wealth, the dlscontent arlses from the
impression that the British do not welcome full development
of the States! natural rescurces 1f there is any danger of
competition with British industry. As an exampls, the State
of Mysore owns and controls an important rubber factory.
While the factory produces many articles required by the
Indian Axmy, it is not permitted to produce automobile tires.
This 18 particularly galling to the authoritles of the State
because the raw rubber cbtalned within the State hes to be
shipped to Madras and turned over to the Dunlop Tire Company,
British owned, which has the privilege of tire manufacturse
in India.
The same under=-current ageinst British rule, coupled
with the feeling that the Indians themselves are capable
of handling thelr own domestic affairs, was apparent 1ln
all three States, which are, in fact, examplea of advanced
socialism, under the autocratic rule of the semi-independent
soverelignse, Industry is owned and controlled by tha States.
It 18 a strange form of govermment from our point of view
but it 1s one that has brought peace and prosperity to
these States,
Tha Dewan (Frime Minister) of Travancore, 8ir C. P.
Ramaswaml Alyar, i1s one of the most intelligent Indlans
I have
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I have met, He believes strongly in the neceasity of a
provisional coslition government at the center and that
the immediate crying need is for a transfer of power to
such & government. He does not think thst the British
Parlismentary asystem would be appropriate for India,
since such a government would be turned out in no time,
The American system of gusranteed duration for a four
year pericd, in his opinion, comes nearsr to sultability.
He thinks that it is better not to try for any written
congtitution at first but to let habits grow and change
with use. And he would leave the Provinces as they are
for the present.

Everywhere the hope was expressed that Great Britain
could find a way to solve the present deadlock but every-
where 1t was felt that the present Viceroy would not help
in this respect. There was & general agreement as to
what he should do if he would, and it was along the follow-
ing linesy

That, (1) the King Emperor should make & new declar-
atlon, guaranteeing independence at a sultable time after
the war, thus assuring India of equal status with Canada
and the other Dominions. Previous assurances to this
effect are not taken seriously,

(2) Meanwhile, a provisional government should be set
up in Delhl which would represent the various political
parties. In order to create such a coalition, the Viceroy
should invite one or two, or possibly three, prominent
Indian leaders to undertake the task. This would neces-
sitate, of course, the gradusl relesse from prison of the

membars
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members of the Congress Party, but it was said that this
could safely be done, since the provisional government
itself could exact guarantees of good conduct from them,

(3) There should be a gensrous transfer of power to
the provisional govermment on all matters except those
affecting the conduct of the war, In this connection 1t
Was suggested that the Viceroy and Pield Mershall Wawvell,
the Commander-in-chief in India, might have asscciated
with them an advisory group of officers representing the
armed forces of Britain, Indla, United States and China,

In case there might be differences of opinion with regard
to the jurisdietion of the provisicnal govermment or that
of the Viceroy, this edvisory committee would be canlled
into ection to support the views of the military,

It is realized that the problem of the future
eonstitution for India 15 =o complex that much time and
preparation will be required,

(4) The problem of Pakistan is a very real one and
will have to be dealt with at the apprropriate tims. But
meanwhile i1t 12 held that a provislonel government for the
duration of the war would be a wise approach to the greater
problem of constitutional reform, although some leading
Hindus believe that the idea of Pakistan has become so well
established end has made such a popular appeal among the
Muslims that the right to 1t will have to be conceded before
the Muslims will participate at the center.

In this connection Jinnah's views are important. He
recently came to Delhi and yesterday I had a long talk with

him, He is, as you know, the most powerful political figure
in
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in opposition to Gendhi, He and his Muslim League have
been growing in influence as the l1dea of Pakistan has
taken hold of the imagination of the Muslim people, I
found him not unressonable., He stands for the right to
Pakistan, if the forty million Muslims in northern India
decide by ballot that they wish to become & separate
nation. He belleves that such & state would be able to
conduct 1ts own affairs within the Commonwealth of Natlons,
and that its relations with a Hindu India could be regu-
lated by treaty. He is certainly much concerned with
India's war effort and would 1like to sse & situation
ereated whereby all parties could make & real contribution,

S8ince lamst August Jinnah has Insisted that hefore
associating with any provisional govermment at the center,
the Leagus must have a British guarantee of the right of
Pakistan. I talked to him at length about this and asked
whether such insistence on his part would not muddy the
waters more than they are muddied already. He did not
gElve me a straight answer, but sald that I could eount on
him to take no step which would impede the progress of tha
war and that his poaition with regard to Pakistan was
purely "defensive',

I belleve that this statement has some significance.

(5) Returning to the problem of tha Statea, it was
sald that the States will not feel disposed to play any
part in the creation of a provisional coalition Eovernmant
in view of thelr semi-independent status through treaty
with the British Government. But in my talks with some of
the leading statesmen of the thres States, I had the impres-

slon that once a firm central government was established,
the
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the more important of the States, at least, might agree
to be associated with it, not as members of the Eovern=-
ment but through an advisory council near the government .,

There are, of course, many different shades or opin-
lon but I think this brief survey represents a cross-
surrent of intelligent views,

However, since the Viceroy has refused to allow g
group of four responsible Indians to see Gandh! for the
Purpose of cbtaining his viaws with regard to the Present
and future of India and 8ince he has even refused to dis=
cuss with such a Eroup the reasons for their desire to
approach Gandhi, 1t 1s now clearer than sver that Lord
Linlithgow prefers not to malke any change in the Presant
situation during the remainder of his term of office,
which will expire, unless again extended, next October,

It may be that he fears to take the "1id orff" in any
respect and that it 1g wiser, in the interests of the war,
to carry on as at present, in spite of the general dig=-
satisfaction and anti-British attitude of the Indian
People. And it is falr to Bssume that Mr. Churchill sharaes
this view, -;

In conclusion, may I repeat, that thare is avarywharég
a feeling of frustration, discouragement, and helplessneas,
America is atill looked upon as the one and only hope, and
that our Govermment should use its good offices to bring
the opposing forces together, in the interests of India
and of the United Nations,

With kindest regards,

Singbrely yours,
o FL2)S
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New Delhi, India
April 19, 1943

Dear lr. Preaildent:

How that I shall scon ba heading for Washington,
in accordance with your instructions, I shall try to
summarize briefly scme generalizations with regard to
the altuation herse as I gsee 1t, They do not make a happy
Plcture and I am sorry that I cannot be the bearer of
more encouraging views. But, nevertheless, I shall give
them to you for whatever they may be worth.

Indle 1s suffering from paralysis, the people are
discouraged and there is & feeling of growing hopeless=-
ness. The pelitical leaders remain hostile to one another,
although they maintain that 1f the British would open tha
door to negotiation they could manage to pull together on
& provisional basis for the duration of the war and to
prepare for post-war responsibilities. Jore and more they
realize that constitution making 1s & sericus business and
will have to be tackled in a mors hopeful atmosphere than
the present. leanwhlle, there 1s very little thought given
to the war among Indians. India is in a atate of inertia,
pProstration, divided counsels and helplessness, with growing
distrust and dislike for the British, end disappeintment and
disillusion with regard to Amerlcans, Indlens say that while
they are in sympathy with the aims of the United Nations,

they
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they are not to be allowed to share the beneflta of such
aims, and they feel, therefore, that they have nothing to
fight for. Churchillts exclusion of Indls from the prin-
ciples of the Atlantic Charter 1s always referred to in
this connection.

The British aere sitting "pretty". They have been
completely successful in thelr pollcy of "keepling the
1id on" and in suppressing any movement among the Indlans
which might be interpreted as a move towards independence.
British armies dominete the pleture snd the fact that large
Indian forces have been moved out of the country is a
further guarantee of the British power end purpcse to
dominate the scene, according to thelr own vliews., Twenty
thousand Congress leasders remain in Jell without trial
and the influence, therefore, of the Congress Party ls
diminishing, while that of the Muslim League is growing.

At the seme time, the prestige of British Justice
is on the decline, because of the refusal of the Govern-
ment to allow the politileal prisonera to speak in thelr
own defense, which 1s not the way, Indians belleve, that
British justice is amdministered in England.

The British position becomes clear. There is to be
no change, no effort to open the door to negotlatlion among
the leaders, no proparation for the future until after the
wer, and that date 1s so uncertain that I belleve the
Indians generally feel there will be no materlal changes
in their favor even after the wer, For it will alwaye be
easy to find, in this vast country, plenty of justificatlion,
if one is looking for excuses, to preserve the status quo

now and in the years to come.
The
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The British maintain that the present situation is
wholly satisfactory for the conduct of the war, and that
the country 1s comperatively quiet, thanks to their
energetic measures. Indien indifference and even hostil-
ity, they sey, will make no difference, for British forces
are eble to preserve law and order and crush any movement
dangerous to the war effort, It is true that comparative
quiet prevalls throughout the country, but, in my opinien,
it is a quiet pregnant with disturbing potentialities.

But it is hard to discover, esither in Delhi or in
other parts of Indla, any pronounced war spirit against
Japan, even on the part of the British, Rather, it seems
to me, the British feel that thelr responsibvility lies on
this side of the Burma-Assam frontier. Presumably they
will Join us in owr efforts in Burma, and during the last
month there have been British expeditions into Arakan,
which, because of thelr feebleness, have been cheecked and
routed by the Japanese., As I see i1t, unless the present
atmosphere 1s changed for the better, we Americens will
have to bear the burden of the coming campaign in this
part of the world and cannot count on more than token
assistance from the British in British India.

As time goes on, Indians are coming more and more
to disbelieve in the American gospel of freedom of oppressed
peoples. They have long ago lost any confidence in words
and phrases, for they have had plenty of such resssuring
and friendly comments emanating from high British sources
and from agreeably framed speeches in Parliement, To them,
America has more recently merely repeated the old British

assurances
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assurances without, however, indicating any willingness
to go further, even et moments when the public expected
some evidence of willingness to take sction in support
of the well-=known American prineiples. Again looking at
i1t as slweys from the Tndian polnt of view, America has
allowed such moments to slip by in sllence, end this has
convinced them the more that America stends golldly with
the British in the pest, present and future Indian policies
of the British Government,

We here ask ourselves, day after day, "Will there be
& new Vieceroy next autumn, who will bring new hope to the
people of India? Will he be a man of human sympathles,
whom Indlen leaders feel that they can approach, confident
of his desire to help them solve their domestie problemst"
If this 13 not to be, then there is no hope of improvement,
and the plcture will be dark indeed, My own presence here
under such conditions might sasily be misinterpreted and
mlsunderstood, and would not help our own prestige in Indla,

In conelusion, may I add one more thought which is
expressed without any officilal confirmation but which
nevertheless 1s constantly in my mind. India and China
and Burma have a common meeting ground in their desire for
freedom from foreign domination. 1In gpite of all we resd
in the prasalabnut the magnificence of the Chinese military
effort, the leadership and forcefulness of the Generallissimeo,
the actusl pleture as viewed from here is distressing and
disturbing. Chinese apathy and lack of lesdership and,
moreover, Chinese dislike of the British, meet a wholly
responsive chord in India, where, as I have sald, there is

little
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little evidence of war effort and much evidence of antl-
Britlish sentiment. Color conseiocusness is alsc appearing
more and more and under present conditions is bound to
develope. We have, thersfore, a vast bloc of Oriental
peoplea who have many things in common, Ineluding a growing
dislike and distrust of the Oceidental.

I see only one remedy to this disturbing situation,
and that 1s, to %ry with every means in our power to make
Indlens feel that America 1s with them and in a position
to go beyond mere public assurances of frisndship.

It was for thils remscn that I have laid sc much stress
on asking the Viceroy for permission to see Gandhi. TIf the
record shows that I have never made a seriocus effort to
cbtaln the views of the Congress Party from Gandhi, then
indeed my future usefulness here is at an end. For it
would be assumed that I have not been interested in the
pleture as a whole and have been satisfied to give my
Government a one-sided and incomplete report of the
sltuation. My stock would fall very low indeed, unless
it were kmown that I had, at least, made the effort. I
shall, therefore, make my request of the Viceroy when I
see him at the end of this week.

May I add that I fully appreclate the position of our
Government In its relation to the British Government and
the difficultles inveolved in carrying out, during the war,
such 1ideas as I have indicated. But I have felt that you
would wish me to express my views of the sltuation, as seen
from here.

I need



I need not assure you, Nr. President, that T am
eagerly locking forward to my return to Washington, and
to my talks with you and the State Department,

Slnecerely yours,

////mﬁdzg/
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Dear Mr, President:

May I add a few worde to what I gaid to you
on Tuesday afternoon when I hed the pleasure of
giving you an oral report of my impressions on
the Indian situation,

Assuming that India le bound te be an lmpor-
tant base for our future operations agalinst Burma
and Japan, it would seem to me of highest lmpor-
tance that we should have around ug a sympathetlc
India rather than an indifferent and possibly a
hostile India, It would appear that we will have
the primal responelbllity in the conduct of the
war agalnet Japan., There 18 no evidence that the
British intend to do much more than glve token
asslstance, If that 1s so, then the gonditionea
eurrounding our base in Indla become of wvital

importance.

The President,

The White House.
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At present the Indlan people are at war only
in a legal sense as, for varlous reasons, the
Eritish Government declared India in the conflict
without the formality of coneulting Indian leaders
or even the Indlan leglslature, Indlans feel that
they have no volce in the Government and therefore
no reesponeibllity in the conduct of the war, They
Teel that they have nothing to fight for as they
are convinced that the professed war alme of the
Unlted Nations do not apply to them. The British
Prime Minister, in fact, has stated that the provi-
slons of the Atlantic Charter are not applicable to
Indla, and 1t 1s not unnatural therefore that the
Indlan leaders are beginning to wonder whether the
Charter is only for the benefit of the white races.
The present Indian Army ie purely mercenary and
only that part of it which 1s drawn from the
martial racee has been trled in actual warfare
and these martlial soldlers represent only thirty-
three percent of that Army. General Stilwell has
expressed to me hle concern over the situation and
in particular in regard to the poor morale of the

Indian



Indian officers,

The attitude of the general publlic toward the
war is even worse, Lassitude and indifference and
bitterness have increased as a result of the famine
conditione, the growing high cost of living and the
continued political deadlock.

While India is broken politiecally inte various
parties and groups, all have one object in common;—
eventual freedom and independence from British
domination,

There would seem to be only one remedy to this
highly unsatlsfactory situation in which we are
unfortunately but nevertheless seriously involved,
and that 1s to change the attitude of the people
of India towards the war, make them feel that we
want them to assume responsibllities to the United
Natione and are prepared to glve them facilitles
for doing so, and that the volce of Indla will
play an important part in the reconstruction of
the world, The present political conditions do
not permit of any improvement in this respect.

Even though the British should fail again 1t is
high time that they should make a new effort to
ilmprove
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improve conditione and to reestablish confidence
among the Indlan people that their future independ-
ence 1s to be granted, Worde are of no avall,
They only aggravate the present sltuation. It is
time for the British to aect, This they can do by
a solemn declaration from the King Emperor that
Indla will achleve her independence at a specified
date after the war and as a guarantee of good faith
in this respect a provieional representative coali-
tion government will be established at the center
and limlted powers transferred to it,

I feel strongly, Mr, Fresident, that in view
of our military position in India we should have
a volce in these matters. It 1e not right for the
British to say "this ls none of your business" when
we alone presumably will have the major part to
play in the future struggle with Japan. If we do
nothing and merely accept the British point of
view that conditions in Indla are none of our busi-
ness then we muet be prepared for various. serious
consequencee in the internal eituation in India
which may develop as a result of despalr and
miesery and anti-white sentiments of hundreds of

millions
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millione of subject people.

The peoples of Asla--and I am supported in
this oplnlon by other diplomatic and military
observers--cynically regard this war as one
between fasclst and imperlalist powers. A gen-
erous British gesture to Indla would change this
undeelirable political atmosphere. Indla iteelf
might then be expected more positively to support
our war effort agalnst Japan., China, which
regards the Anglo-American bloc with misgiving and
mistruat, might then be aseured that we are in
truth fighting for a better world, And the colonial
peoples conquered by the Japanese mlght hopefully
feel that they have something better to look for-
ward to than simply a return to thelr old masters.
Such a British gesture, Mr., President, will produce
not only a traqanﬂuus peychologlcal etimulus to
flagging morale through Asla and facilitate our
military operations in that theater, but 1t willl
also be proof positive to all people--our own and
the British included--that this 18 not a war of
power politics but a war for all we say 1t 1is.

Sincerely yours,

[l Mlicesd



-

THE W
tHiTE HU :

NORTH B EV f v mA K =
W3 ?-éﬂ?? /. //(
. -7

Do
/ﬁd '@#MEREIVEU
A  Kone .
e - Sa #ﬂ""f"’ ““f |
J—w_m"' /(Z-');:‘M = M‘Lf m
;Zt S P78 A ISJHQM.K‘(:&M: Z(,/—kip
b,- Kose =i 54&-;-'3(/ 2 C ':.MJQL
Comited “_’f_ﬁfc ‘e ?_LML |
= '""‘/,;J;;‘““‘ plzn
ﬁg;a; e Lf:mlé e
;f = .;/Da,;..zc =
- e,/ﬁaﬂ"' 4’_2‘:.

——~
ol




o™ torinile bois Trcee Haf Wa )% 5

/ztﬂ&ﬁw ahe Lonidhe Hm @‘ / ’

/‘w = - Aleea 47 Leleciey
b of (e Aud s ZRT s ==

;sﬂ- m¢ Ke 4A£¢ CG’-{W P 314:2
Z'dmdb m s /”ﬂ‘ ?—
77 bt | /{L—,{ Fden, ad
z i aﬂ/aawdcﬁhfﬂ-—
"‘diﬁcf%ta-twé badie Hdac

== E'Z;-u-%\l—hfu‘ .,/,W)m 'Kd—ﬁc_.--.a,(,ﬁﬂ

Rl L= MMM ”I‘-I



_"‘

WKM -ZZ-_/—-@(&J.[ ;u._,‘g
/bx_/u-/./ fﬁcm mg /
é'?fa-f"c’éz YT AT E e — & az&’c:c?‘

Ady \/‘Aﬁﬁtﬂ Lod Wawd L NHO Clie )‘
Pl olh lnlot PLecen =g 7&4!.% Z

A 272&'41“&'? dﬁﬂ*/iﬁ-—//ﬂhdm A _a
zf’ac% Ll aai™ O ZC—-/M ? “3‘-/ |
VI P %maﬂ«r Sley
A"_/{-e;% (ZZT
atp .4 .5%4& Cﬁmcdcczf tndrait fosT
rfeg s tay ;
D/a'“* Zavis a’&w a’/-f

7 focih N olis etferamn \J hedac ;(aq;(
Zmz‘pm« Zetfeel |

== :
Ve




Excerpt published in William

Phillips, Ventures in Di lomac
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE

OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA T‘U\

_“

AMERICAN EMBASSY
London

/ September 30, 1943
Deer Mr. President:
. I called this morning upon Lord Vavell to bay my respects,
a8 he i1s leaving next week for Delhi. I came away feeling
more hopeful than I had expected,

In his recent speech before the Pilgrim Society, he had
made & very friendly reference to India, adding that "all
clesses end sections of opinion in this country (BEngland) are
firmly united in the desire to give avery possible assistance
to Indie in her aspirations to full Treedom.”" I complimented
him on his speech and expressed the hope that he would find it
possible to implement his reference to India's aspirations,

I thought it a good occasion to tell him of our interest
in India's problems and that you stood ready to be of help, ir
help was desired, in the event that steps might be undertaken

- to break the present political deadlock. He asked me whether I

waa

The President,
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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was planning to return to India. I explained vour position,
which I understood to be that if I could contribute, as the
representative of the President, you might esk me to return,
otherwise I would not do so., Lord Wevell expressed his appre-
clation, Indicating wlthout sotually saying so, that he might
be glad of such help. He added that he would let us know if
an opening presented itself when imerican assistaunce would be
useful,

He talked of the difficulties but he aduitted rather asig-
nificantly that they alone should not prevent & genuine effort,
if such seemed feasible,

I told him that we thoroughly understood th; diffieculties;
thet we were sympathetic to the Indimn plea for independsnce by
regson of our historical background; thet we were more than ever
interested now because of the presence of smerican forces and
that we felt the importence of holding Indis friendly to the
white races rather thaun to allow a situetion to develop which
might tend to turn her sympathlies more and more in the direction
of the East,

I expressed the hope personally, thet he would have a try
et breaking the deadloock and even though he fuiled, I thought
the mere try would have a bsneficlul affect.

While Wevell may not be, and probably is not, carrying an

olive
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olive branch from Churchill, theres was nothing in his attitude

to indicate the sume rigidity of polliey as that of Lord Linlithcow.
In manner he is slow &and unapproachable but he 1s a good and =
highly-prineipled mun, and we cen hope at leust, thut he will

maks an effort et collaboration with the Indian polliticel leaders
and see whether anvthing can be done along the lines of negotlia-
tion, a4And that is about mll that can be expected in the immediate
futurs, .

The Arerican end British Members of Cossac have given me a
cordial welcome and I am gradually learning to understand their
language. I only hope that I may be sble to contribute some=-
thing towards the great undertaking.

With kindest remembrances,




Published in William Phillips,

Ventures in Di lomacy (Boeton:
Tﬁ?naazahﬁ%zyfﬂ, Pr, 393-395.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr. President:

Before leaving for London, I feel 1t my duty and my
responsibllity to express to you my concern with regard
to the Indian eituation. In previous letters from
New Delhi I have dealt somewhat in detail with the grow-
ing resentment against the Brltish among the politlical
parties as a result of the polltlical deadlock which 1s
permitted to continue without hove that negotiations
will be permitted among the leadere themselves or between
the leaders and the British Indlan Government.

While it is true that the political unrest largely
affects only the more educated Indiane, there ie in
addition a disturbing and even alarming situation develop-
ing among the uneducated masses, particularly in Bengal,
on account of the famine. It should be borne in mind that
the frontiers of Bengal touch those of Assam where American

air
The President,
The White House.
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alr foroes are being concentrated in great numbers, 1In
fact, Assam 18 the principal base from which our future
efforts against Burma will be directed. Is 1t not there-
fore important that the attltude of the people near and
around our prinecipal base ghould continue to be friendly
and cooperative? If only from the point of view of
strategy, should we not avoid having a hostile population
close to our importmt base and to our lines of communica-
tlon? And yet, so far as I know, nothing has been done or
18 being done by the British Indian Government to remedy
thie situation which, in my estimation, has become serious,
In this connection the following telegram recently received
from our Mission in New Delhi is 1lluminating:

"In a very frank conversation with Berry

éEacretarr at the Mission/ last night, the Director

neral of Supply bitterly criticized the food poliey
of the Central Government and particularly the manner
in which 1t 1e handling very serious famine conditions
in Bengal. He saild 1t had been obvious for a year
that imports of wheat are only eolution and added that
8ix shiploades of wheat from Augtralia or elsewhere
would remedy matters. He oontends that United States
or Britain should immediately make these ships and
supplles avallable in view Bengal's strategic relation
to war effort. People of Bengal who are dally dying
of starvation in large numbers will, he sald, eat
wheat in sbsence of rige despite considerable contrary
opinion. He added he had Just come from conference
with h ranking British General to whom he had saia
in substance:

"'It 1e all very well for military to eay
"Give us the stones to throw and we will do the
rest" but how am I to get the stones from a
hoetile and starving population',

"He



e

"He sald neither present Viceroy nor British
military appreclate the grave dangers involved in
operating from a base where economiec and political
conditions are such as exist in Indie today. He
expressed hope Wavell would view matter differently."
Further information 1e to the effect that many of
the rural areas in Bengal are foodlees, with the villagers
wandering into the cities to die there of starvation,
Deaths from starvation on the streets of Caloutta are
reported to have become so numerous that prominent European
members of the community have addressed open letters to the
municipal authorities requesting that more adequate meanes
be found for the removal of the bodies. Similar letters
have been addressed to the authorities in an endeavor to
prevall upon the latter to provide means of assistance
for persons taken to hospltale in a state of collapse
from starvation and who because of their numbers are unable
to galn admittance. It 18 reported also that in eastern
Bengal--alwaye a site of unrest--one finde much inecreased
evidence of pro-Japanese sympathy among the peasants
who are sald to be hopeful of a Japanese invasion in the
bellef that the Japanese would bring with them rice from
Burma. Inetances of lawlessness throughout India occasioned
by a desire to obtain food are sald to be becoming of
common and increasing occurrence.

I am venturing to bring thie matter to your personal

attenticn
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attention because I do not want anything in the records
to appear to indicate an indifference on my part to a
situation in India which might develop in such a way ae
to affect and even hinder our operations.

May I repeat that it is not alone the continuation
of the pollitical deadlock nor is it merely the famine
conditions among the masses of Bengal that dieturbs me,
for, i1t ie only too true, that in the past India has
suffered from famines of similar severity. But it is the
combination of the two, the deadlock and the famine, and
the fact that there are Indians of high and low degree,
many millione of them, who are resentful asgalnst their
present conditlone, hostile to the British because of
the faillure of the British to help them, and distrustful
of Americans because of our close assoclation with the
Britlish, that to me renders the situation of coneequence
to our military effort.

The remedy, Af there 1e one, is for the British to
open the door teo negotiatione and to do everything possible
to lessen the famine conditions in the province of Bengal.

Falthfully yo
.. O es:yd



Calro, Egypt.
18 November 1943,

Honorable Franklin D, Rossevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,
Washington, DU, C,

Dear Mr, President:

Diering my recent trip to India I conferred with mamy British and

American civil and military offislals, Foremost among them was Lord

Wavell, now Viceroy of India,

I had the plessure of serving with Lord Wavell, then Genoral Vavell,
in Java ghortly after we entercd the war, During ouwr conversations at
New Delhi I found the Viceroy very frank and lucid in all matters pertain-
ing ‘to Indian problems, He showed a keen perception of the exiating
politienl mnd diplomatic issues in that country, In sddition, his long
axperience as a military leader esables him to understand completely the
militory strategy and tactice of the Aslatic Theatre,

I had a mmber of conferencea with Lord Louis Mounmtbatten, the
Supreme Comnander of the Southeast Asla Theatre, I found Lord Mountbatten
irect and eager to glve mo a general pleture of the problems with which
he 18 confronted.

Lord Mountbatten 1s quite ancious to inelude the Chinese Theatre in his

=1lm=
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. eommand, The President of China, Generalissimo Chiang Kal-shek, told me
that he likes Lord lMountbatten but, as President of China and Generale
issimo of the Chinese Armies, he felt it would be injurious to him and
an unsettling factor on all China if he were to mccept a position sube-
ordinate to anyone in the Chinese Theatre of Operations, He said, however,
that if a Chinese Army or Armles were operating outside of China, in co=
operation with Amaricen and British forces, he would, if conditions at
that time made it seem proper, consent to having such Chinese forces under
Lord Mountbatten or such other United Hatlons officer as might be deemed
appropriate,
Among other mllitary officials with whom I conferred in India were
Gen, Sir Clande Auchinleck, Commander in Chief in India; Maj. Gen, Seorge
Stratemeyer, Commanding General of U, S, Army Air Forces India-Durme
Sector; Ma), Gen, Albert C, Wedemeyer, Deputy Chief of Staff to Lard
Hountbatten; and Brig. Gen, 5. G. Ferrls, Depuly Chisf of Staff, Rear
Cchelon, China<furmesIndia Theatre Command,
I have kept notes on my conversations in Indis so I might be able
1iscuss with you the problems of that area btut T have net pade a written
eport 1o jou on Todla, . My resson for refralnlng from preparing such a

report is that you alresdy luve a personsl representative to India, Mr.

Willlam Fhillipa, Nr, Fhillips mes absent from the theatre shlla T was
there bt I conlerred with Mr, Georpe Merrill ting head of the Amerlcan

sught that a written report

r requested by
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and to get a first hand lmowledge of the problems with which the United

Hations are confronted in that area,

FATRICK F &
ﬂrigudiu{ enaral, U, 5, A,

i

Papers of President Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The Man'ble )
Frauclin D. Rooseveli

Pre=ident, ™ited Staties of inmeries,
INE Whi7E Rouse g :
HASHINGTON,
D.c,
Cr.S 4



ADDHESE OFFIEIAL O LARIEATIONS To
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTTN, O, O,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 28, 1944

MEMORANDUM TOR GENERAL WATSON:

I am enclosing herewith a sealed letter addressed

to the President by His Excellency the Governor of

the American

Bengal, which has been received by pouch from

Consul General zt Calentta.

Enclosure:
Sealed letter.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
June 2, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT r4Eg

Request for Information regerding the President's wishes
ag to Dleposition of hie Letter of Auguat 1, 1942 to Gandhil

I informed you on September 9, 1942 thet delivery of your
letter of Auguet 1, 1942 to Gandhl was impractical because of
the latter'e imprisonment. You agreed to the sugpestion that
the letter be retained in the filee of the Mission at New Delhi
until delivery to Gandhi might be feaslble and aporopriate.

The Misslon now requests instructions. It recommends against
delivery on the groundes that the context is not now entirely
timely; thet fallure to have recelved a reply will be understood
by Gandhl because of his having been held incommunicado; that
difficulty may be experienced in convincing the Government of
India that this Government was not a party to the evaelon of cen-
gorehip which occurred when Gandhi's letter was delivered to you;
end that it 18 inadvisable at this time to encourage Gendhi to
communicate further with you, A copy of the Mission's telegram
no, 357 of May 19, 1944 on the subject is attsched,

There appear to be three possible procedures: (1) that the
letter not be delivered, with the resultant poeslbllity that some
day Gandhl may accuse you of s lack of interest in India's prob-
lems; (2) that the originel letter be delivered with sporopriate
explanation from the Mission, and--in order that no charge of
subterfuge msy be brought by the Government of Indis--after prior
advice to the Government of India; (3) thet a new letter with
more timely context be drafted for delivery in the same manner,
with the resultant possibility that, as in procedure no. 2, dif-.
floulty may arise from the censorship angle, and that Candhi may
be encoursged to endeavor to communicate further with you in a
manner embarrassing to vou and both embarrassing and annoying to
the Government of India.

An expression of your wighes in the matter ie requested,

Enclosure:
From New Delhi, no. 357,
May 19, 1944,
DECLASSIFIRD
845.01/230, p7p  ate Dept. Letter, 1117
b #Z_ lrlﬁu-um.n*hffg_ 3972
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p VQ/EPAg;MENT INCOMING e DIVISION OF
/ MMUNICA
STATE TELEGRAM AND 95202325
DVB-273 New Delhi via Arpy
This telegram must be
eloseEly prrachrnged bLE=- Dated May 19, 1944
fore being communicnteq
to anyone (8C) Rec'q 1:08 p.m,

Secretory of State,

linshington,

o867, May 19, 1 p.m.

Moy I now in agcordance with the Department!s 505
September 12; 4 p.m., 1942, request the Deprrtient's ine
structions regording the Aisposition of the Presiccntle
letier to Gnnahi?

I feel sure that Gandhl understands why he aiq not
recelve a reply to his letter of July 1, 1942, and he
orobobly would not Expect onte nt thislate dgnte, If o
reply is mnde 1t might encourage hin to corresvond further
vith the President, It is probable too that the rreeipt
of the reply would become known to the Governuent o India
Whose suspleions wold be' (my 674, Sept 3; 3 p.m., 1242)
aroused ne to how CGandhi'e letter evnaeqg cersorship in
India; The mission however 1s in position to assure the
Government of Indin that it hnd nothing to Ao with the
transaittsrl of Gondhi's letter,

In view of the chrnges in the worla situntlon as
ﬁsll ns the present politicenl situntion in Indin, I
doubt that the implied emphrsis in the Presiqent's lete
ter on militnry considerations is any longer time loy;

and 1



-2~ #357, May 19, 1 p.m., from Yew Delhi vin Arny,

and I antieipoate that parsgraph five page five of the
Secretory's rodlo broadeast of July 22, 1942, would o=
wolcen only skepticlism now as Gandhi in common with most
Indinn Nationaliste probably doubts thnat the U.8, hos
used the full measure of its influence Aurin-~ the past
tio yeore to support the nttainment of freedom by India,.

I accordingly feel thrt no reply should e sent une—
less 1t is one which tnkes cognizance of the circunstrnoces
Existin: nt present and i1e intended to seErve n constructiv
purnose vis a vis the Indinn politienl situntion., Such a
purpose might bE served by the inclusion in n newv letter
of the following:

"I am hopeful thnt you will Experience n S8DEEQY IE=
covery from your 1llness nnd am pleased to note thnt,
aecording to reports rent.ing me, you intend upon your
return to health to Alecuss HinAu-Yuslim understanding
vith lre Jinnoh; I feel sure thnt the reaching of sueh
an understanding would enlist maxinun worla symanthye"

With reference to the above suggested parasrooh,
Grnahl on May 14 telegraphed to the lerAer of the
Khoksnrs in response to latterls sugrestion that Gongld
and Jinnah shoul” meet to explore the soesiblilities of an

ARTEENENT



~3~#357, May 19, 1 p.m., from New Delhi via Aray.

ogreement and salq that as socon as he was well enouch.

he woula Be readyr-to dlscuse the question with Jinnaoh,

MERRELL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 2, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Designation of Mr. George R, Merrell
as Commissioner at New Delhi, India

I recommend that Mr. George R. Merrell, Secretary in charge
of the American Mission at New Delhi, be designated as Commis-
sioner, with the rank of Minister. The purpose of this recom-
mendation is to strengthen our representation in India., The rank
and position are entirely justified by the responsibilities of
the post.

Mr. Merrell, a Foreign Service Officer, formerly Consul Gen-
eral at Calcutta, has served as senior diplomatic secretary in
New Delhi since 1942 and has remained in charge of the Mission
since Mr. Phillips left India eighteen months ago. Mr. William
Phillips thought most highly of him,

Information reaching the Department from many sources indi-
cates Mr. Merrell is held in highest esteem, officially and per-
sonally, by the Government of India. Also, such cordial personal
relations have been maintained by the Mission with members of
the opposition groups in India that the Mission has been able to
cover fully in its reports the complex political situation pre-
vailing in India and according to our understanding, to avoid any
suspicion that the members of the Mission are "anti-Nationalist",
The Mission's relations, under Mr. Merrell's supervision, with rep-
resentatives of other agencies of this Government, and with the
United States military authorities in India have been equally
cordial and effective.

It is not intended that this designation will affect in any
way the position of Personal Regraaentati?e of the President in
India. Mr. Merrell is now in the United States on leave
expects to return to New Delhi shortlj

DECLASSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11.78

By J. Bchauble n_,__FEB J 872
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 10, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: William Phillips

I enclose for your information & letter I have
just received from William Phillips in which he
raises the question as to whether this would be
an appropriate time for him to offer his resigna-
tion as your Personal Representative in India.

We in the Department are inclined to think
that now at the time of Mr. Merrell's appointment
as Commissioner would be a good time for this step
to be taken. If you agree and will so advise me,

I will, of course, pass the information along

to him, xi?

Enclosure:

Letter of January 5, 1
from Mr. William Phillips.

State Dept. Letter, 1.1
FEB 9 1972
L —

By J. Bchauble
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Hotel Charlesgate
535 Bescon Street
Boston, Massachuselts

January 5, 1945

Dear Fi:

Perhaps pometime when you are talking with the
President youw would be good enough to ascertain his wishes
in regard to my continued connection with India. You moy
recall that before I went to London as Political Officer
on General Eisenhower's staff, the President asked me to
continue my relationship with India as his Personszl Re-
presentative. At thd same time it was understood thet I
would not eoncern myself while in London with Indinn affairs
and this I was very careful not to do.

Shortly after my return to the United States last
September, there appesred in the press a copy of one of my
confidential letters to the President, written a year and
a half previously, and this was followed shortly by the
equally mysterious publication in Washington of a cable
dispatch from the British Indian Government in New Delhi
to the Secretary of State for India in London, stating that
bewause of the views expressed in my letter to the President
I was no longer Persona Grata to the British Indian Govern-
ment. On the other hand, the British Government, through
Lord Helifax, issued no statement at about the sume time to
the effect that I was not Personal non Grate to the British
Government.

When I had the pleasure of seeing the President last
October he thought that in the circumstances it was better
to "let the matter ride"™ for the present, rather thun that
I should nppear to resign as a result of the New Delhi
dispatch,

That is where the matter stands todsy, mnd it would
seem from letters from Iniians which I stiil receive oe-
casionally, that my official comnection with India is still

in their minds.

Since now it is, of cowrse, impossible for me to
resune my work in India, I am wondering whether the time
has not come for me to resign and so leave the President
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free to name & successor, should he desire to do so.

If it is true that the Department intends to give
Mr. George Morrell, at present the Secretary of the Amerlcan
Wission in New Delhi, the rank of Commissioner, this might
be the aprropriate moment for me to slip out of the pleture.
I should be grateful for the President®s wishes.

T shall slwsys continue my vivid interest in Tndia
and her meny problems, and if at any time T can be of help
to you and the President in this comnectlon, or in any other
gonnection, do not hesitate to call upon me.
With warmest personal regards,
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) William Phillips

Hon. Edward R, Stettinius, Jr.
Secretary of State
Fﬂﬂmtﬂn’ D. C.
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Enclosure to Despatch Neo.1984 dated April 18, 1945 from
Howard Donovan, American Consul, Bozbay, India, entitled
*lelegram of Condolence sent by I'r. Gandhi to Mrs, Rocsevelt.”

COPY - ace

"lirs. Roosevelt
Hyde Park

New York (U.5.4.)
¥y hushle condolence and congratulations Latter because
your illustrious husband died in harness and after war had
reached a point where allied victory had become certain He
was spared humiliating spectacle of being party to peace which
threatens to be prelude to war bloodier still if poasible,
Gandhi

mnl 1945
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SUBJECT: Telegram of Condolence Jent by Mr. Gandhi to
- Mrs. Roosevelt . ™
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THE SECRETARY oF STATE, T -
WASHINGTON, Al
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i
I have the honor to refer to Bosbay telegram No.l95 of -
April 18, 1945 and to Bombay's Despatch No.1983 of April 18, -
1945 entitled "Statement By Mr. Gandhi Regarding the San -
Francisco Conference." There is enclosed a copy of a tels= -
I graa of condolence sent by Vr. Gandhi to Krs. Roosevelt on
April 16, 1945. The telegram speaks for itself and is in- c
} dicative of ¥r, Gandhi's opinion regarding the steps taken -
' by the United States for world peace and security. His ideas s
on this subject are fully outlined in the press atatenent 5
which he issued at Bosbhay yesterday evening and which is the -
subject of Boabay's Despatch Mo.1983 of April 18, 1945, r
To me, personally, Mr, Gandhi's telegram exhibits an L
appalling lack of taet and understanding and is merely ancther r
illustration of the unpredictable manner in which his mind works., -
It is, of course, doubtful whether this telegram will be passed o
by the Censors at Bozbay, However, in view of the unfortunate -
tons and wording of the message the British censors might con- »
sider it advisable to let it &0 through. Mr, G, D. Birla i
asked me how a telegram’ should be addressed to Urs. Hoosevelt =
and I informed him that it should be addressed to her at lyde m
Park, New York, I carefully avoided Elving any indication that .
the Consulate would assist in the transmdssion of the telegram, e
Respectfully yours,
é Howard Donowvan
Baai Amorican Consul o
i 3 2
Copy of telegram from Lr. Gandhi to - -
Vrs. Roosevelt, April 18, 1945, . ! g':
Buace HPOTO SLNT T 0 = S

Ordiginal and hectograph

Copy to the Azerican Consulate

Delhi, American Zxbassy,

to the Department,

General, Calcutta, American Eission, New
Lendon,
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