
e f.SF I re: Ian./ 



• 

.JllDllaJ"7 12 . 19:38. 

DNJ' .John1-

thank 7011 n•r eo ~ tor b' 
a wtull7 nloe lett.r ot .. .,.,. elxtemih. 
Tba.nlt h .. ·nn the '4>oth 1• oat and Vie gm 
1a healed, a nd I a m f eeling reall 7 f l' 
again. 

A1 7011 probabl7 know, Joe ~~e«J'• 
n0tt1not1on haa been aent t o the 8enate. I 
am 11111'• h• wlll do a good p1eoe of work 1n 
London. 

It 
been hOtle. 
a re he r e. 

aeeaa a l0fl8 tllM · •lno• 7ou ha•• 
DO let .. know Cha nei t t lae 7oa 

Thh oa.rr1•• IQ' •erT beat w1abee 
t o 10\I and lb'a. C!a4•h7 tor the "" Year. 

Honorable Jobn c.4ah7, 
uerloan Legation. 
Dllblln, 
Irel.ad. 

Aa BYft' 7011ra, 

' .,_, 



• • 

Personal 

Dear l..r . Presi dent , 

, 

Dublin , 
DeceD1ber 16 , 193? 

I am sending a word of Cbri stmes obeer to you 

end Mrs . Roosevelt and I surely bope t hat you have 

passed the worst with those teeth of yours. 

I would have wri t t en you before , but t here is 

not much to vsri t e about from here and I don't wan t 

t o clutter your too-cumbersome mail wi th unnecessary 

letter s . 

Since the press stories of Joe Kennedy ' s ap­

pointment have not been denied, I am hopeful that it 

may come about . I was with Joe in London two years 

ago and knovs tha t he is much respected by British 

people in tbe most influential circles . At this time 

of the pending trade treaty bis sel ection e s Ambassador 

is 

Tbe Honorable 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

The President of the Uni ted States , 

The Whi te House, 

llashington . 
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is nothing less then an inspiration . t1ith his extra­

ordinary business capacity and power of analyzing 

difficult busine ss and trade situations , Joe has 

wonderfully shrewd common sense . And a cost important 

considerati on is that he is one or the rew Americans 

no t susceptibl e to tbe subtle brand or Bri thh flattery . 

I dewu tly bope that 1t Judge Bingham resigns, J oe 

Kenne dy Wi ll be chosen t o succeed him. 

With every sincere and faith.Cul wish for the 

holidays, 



•I •. • • ., ' 
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Fobrunr,- 9, UJ3a. 

Dear Jor.n: 

I llilve ei von a e,"Ood do al ot thour;ht to 
jOur letter ot J (',n'.lQl'Y 22nd llltd h.'\VS 'f:tll\:ed it over Q'S. t.::i tho 5ec=-oto.."'7 ot Btato. ~o !u5 al.so ho.d ~e backc;:round o~ your exoellont dos;>atohes describing :your tall:::i m th Do Valera.. r qulte 
~o. '11.th you that n t1nAJ. oolution or Ariglo­Ir1oh relations, :llld. ot the Irish intsr:i.U. 
p roblel!I", would be an inDeasu:-11.ble· t;a1.n rrora fYYf:r'J' point or v1-ew'o but I am not conYlnoed tha.t azrr inte.rvent1on, - no oatter how indirect, - on our pnz-1: r.ould be lfioo or :ror that •~:i.ttoz- nc­co.cpl1ah the otteot ne had in mind. In t.1'\e long run cona1eerat1ons ot national detenao ~s::r voll loo.d England.. vol.u."lt;irily to t ake the o.ction Yt>ll no11 urse ua to advocate-. Sho 1:i not "ol1nd to such considera.t1ono , but I tool it ooul d be 11. ho11lth1er aolut1on, oven 1t a olowor one, 1r hex- doola1on were rcac.hed vol\L"1tarll::r, and on..­t '.lo b o.s1s ot her 0'111 oel.!'- 1.nterest, tho.n as o. resul.t of rcpresontat1ons troo a t..'11:-d po11er. 

I i1.0!>0 you '11111 cont1nuo t o m-1 to no f'ull:;r 
for :::~o n1 tuat1on i o one in •Tiich I ao vcr-J nuoh 
1-:-tto~octed . 

Jo!tn Cudo.hy, 

:hlbl1n. 

31nceroly youro , 

I 

I ·l ,f,J..' (_;~ !,. 
,. VJ I 
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j Jv-,. 
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O-c-. ~' ...-.a.I Ii -h I e.J ·,........ P S F . CF ~ st-.t:c... M. $+i I .. cl , '"' .; 
f>.s. F. J:<e..1 a"'J. Retv-< ~e.cL 'i.o fSF: CF: State- ? I 18' J 7 ~1 · IJ~ 



IJy dear l.lr. President : 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1938 

I r eturn her ewi th the letter you sent me from 

John Cudahy suggest i ng t hat you intervene in t h e 

present Anglo-Irish negotiations, and. in compliance 

r1i th your r equest for suggestions as to a reply 

aubn1t a drat't l etter for your consideration. 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure : 

l. Letter from Mr. Cudahy, 
,January 22, 1938. 

2. Letter to Llr. Cudahy. 

The Presi dent, 

The l'lh.1.te House. 

/' 
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tfcnal4 7cn1 be pocl mo;cta \o g1Te '2111 
1n pereon \o Preel4911' De Yal_..Y t'h11 ~te1 '° ill• nbJeo' or 7flV •H•' i.,,.., '° .. an& 
\o Pre114911t · De Yalna'• 19''9 \o • 1n 1111Uar 
Tela han4e4 - b7 Ill'. ,..._ Gallacbe•· 

Aa Jent ..Ul ........ -..c. 1, 1a • •''-' 
wblell I oaw' tab t1P ln 111V 9Q effle9• 1 \7 • 
Ull'OWilb "'P1 •• tie ...... ,, •• lid .. c111111S lt 
UIPOap t:b11 letter \Cl Prea14oft• De Yal ... la a 
JMlll'9l1 pueomJ •peo1Q. .roe Kema~ ..S..-
1taa41 all abn• lt. 

ICr best wlllbes \Cl 1-. 

lo•l"&!al• .1oba Or' ltJ, 
.uer1Mn LepUoa, 
Dllblla, 
1Pelan4. 



),\y d.eaz l'r edd eni De V&lenr 
l W&8 't'8?y A&p;lJ i o ba'l'e JOl&l' DO\e b)' \he bAllll o f Ml' . Nank Onllll8)ler , tvll! u recalled. '° rq a1Jlll '11• da:1 • lo.i;i ~o 'Wbea )'Oil and I knew eaoh otl:IO oYer her e , l ong be fore '1thor one o f u. ihoqll\ of t he 1><>• • 1b111'1 of b ee- l og a Pr• a1d.ell\. 

Ae )'Oil wU l reall••• I aa grea tly 1• •Jml)aUIT with \ b e lboueb\ of reeonc111ai1on, H peoiallJ ll9oo 011.1&ae 8111 l'llOOll0111ai1on would •.it• 1\eelf felt ta ••err par• o f i h a world.. n would. aleo auaagUia Ula oa11M of ~oraor &'l'&rJWb ara. 
You will r-11aa1 I bloe, Ula t I CUDO\ off1-o1all y or \brougb d.1 p1011aUo obanllal10 aoc011pli9la &a)'thlng or - d.iaouaa t.ha •tter. Bia\ I ii&" talten iha OOllJ'aa of ukfJls rq Sood fried 0 ft, J o aapb P. lennad7 0 wbo ..Ila t oday f or P:nglUld w talta up bit po•• u AllbaH&dor \ o COD'l'8J a per-1 ••••&&• froa • io the Pl'iaa Mlnhhr , and '° tall t he PriM llin11\ar how happy I 1hould be if raoon­o111atlon oould. be brOl.llbt about. 

A1 a11 old. frl911d0 I tend yoll rq 1t8.l'fl r egard.1, 

r a itht\&117 rour•, 

811 EJroell•G7 
The Honorabl e EamaD De Yal-, Pra11d•tof Ula Iriah rr .. Staw, Dl&tllla 
lral;;.l, 

, 
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ROI N N AN U ACHTARAI N 

Dear Mr . President, 

0 &PA.RTM l:HT 0,. T.-.& P RISIOl!.NT 

BAI LE ATHA C LIATH 
0 U8LjN 

January 25th , 19~8 

Another great opportunity for f i nally 
ending the quarrel of centuri es between Ireland 
and Britain presents itself. The one rema ining 
obstacle to be overcome i a t hat of t he Partition 
of Ireland , The British Government a lone have 
the pov10r to remove this obstacle . I f they really 
have t he will t hey can bring about a united Ireland 
i n a very short time. I have pressed my views 
upon them, but it i s obvious that they recognise 
only t he difficulties and are not fully alive to 
the great results that would fol l ow a complete 
reconciliation between t he two peoples. Reconciliation 
would affect every country where the two races dwell 
together, knitting their national strength and 
presenting t o the world a great block of democratic 
peoples interested in t he preservation of Peace . 

Knowing your own i nterest in thi s 
matter, I am wri ting to ask you to consider whether 
you could not use your influence to get the British 
Government to realize what wou l d be gained by 
reconciliati on and to get them to move whilst there 
is time . In a short while , i f the present 
negotiations fail , relations will be worsened . I am 
sending this by the hands of a t rus ty friend, 
Mr . Frank Gallagher , who i s in a posi tion to give 
you any information you may desire concerning the 
facts of Partition and thei r bearing on the relations 
between Great Brit ain and I reland . 

I avail of this occa sion, Mr . Pres i dent , 
to expeess to you mY s incere regard . 

His Excellency, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
President of the United States of America , 
Washington , D.C. 
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Hie Excellency, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States of America, 
WASl'fINGTON, D.C • 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Dublin, 
March l , 1938. 

I am genuinely indebted to you tor your aympathetio 
letter end your surprisingly accurate appraisal or the 
Anglo-Irish s1 tuation. I have juat come from a talk with 
de Valera, end the negot iations, he tells me , will be 
ten:iirw.ted at the end ot this week without any "Signiti­
oent comprehensive results" . Be said that the British 
retuaed to diauoss partition and, in consequence, be was 
unyielding on the matter or detence. These were the two 
crucial itema on the agenda. lfbether enytbing could be 
worked out on trade end tinanoial relations, he did not 
know and did not appear greatly interested. 

I am relieved that you did not consider I had acted 
as an advocate or the Irish cause in making my suggestion 
to you. One ot the great dangers ot Americen representa­
tives in foreign countries is that sometimes they fall 

in 

The President, 

The White House, 

Waahington. 

.... 
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in wt th the sentiment or the country to which they are 
accredi t ed , i nstead of beill8 zealously,exol usiTel y 
mindt\ll or American inter ests. 

I thought i t mere ly my duty to point out the far­
reaching signiticance or the Anglo-Irish negotiations 
and what a contribution to world settlement it would be 
it an enduring triendly understanding could be reached 
between the two countries. I would not suggest any 
pressure , but believe very earnestly t hat you could by 
merely making an i nquiry ot the British Ambassador 
concerning t ba progr ess ot the nego t iations and ex­
pressing the hope t hat they would terminate satisfact­
orily , play a telling part to our i nterest . 

The negotiations will be tormally terminated a s 
now t oreseen on March 5 , 1936 . I hope t here may be an 
opportunity t o r e- open, but there ts nothing t o indicate 
this . 

(_ 
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!>Mr Jobna-

l'0111' ana17•1• ot wba' happened 1a 

ll:nglan4 h '1le b••' I ba•e aeen. A• ao­

re•:rked '° .. - "It a Cblet of Pollo• -.kea 

a deal wlth the lea41ng pnca,enand i:be deal 

raaal'• ln no llDH bol.4-llPa, Ula' Oblet at 

Pollo• wlll be oalle4 a sre•' .. - bd 11' t:be 

pnca\er• 4o DO\ l.1Ye 111> '° tllelar 1IOl'4 talle 

Oblef of Pollo• wlll. p io Jall. Salle peop1e 

are, I Ullak, \ak1ng '"IT loag obaao•• -
don'' 7"' 



Dear !Jr. President: 

P_ r -k. .. 

Dublin, 
March 1, 19:38. 

Baok of all the press reports on the Britiah 
Cabinet crisis and the Parliamentary debates is 
the fact that Mussolini, on his firat encounter, 
took a violent dislike to Eden. This •as COllllllon 
knowledge in diplomatic circles. Also, that i.rueso­
lini laid i t doa-n as practically a oondi tion pre­
cedent t hat Eden should go . 

I am certain our people in London have kept 
the State Department advised that since Neville 
Chamber lain became Priim Minister be bas assumed 
directi on or Foreign Ai'fsirs. Thie Bden f ound 
dif ficult after t he free r ein given him by BaldWin. 
There was a story that Eden would get out following 
the visit of Lord Ha lifax t o Berlin. 

But 

The President, 

The White Bouse , 

Washingt on. 

r .. 



. ·, 

• 

- 2 -

But the outstending feature ot the crisis 

is that it is further retreat ; a meeting or 

Mussoli ni on his own t erms. Winston Churchill 

came closest to maki ng an honest enalysis when 

he said this, All other discussions in Parlia­

ment end in the press is typical English tace­

saving. The situation is one or entering into 

a contract With one who has shown bad faith and 

repeatedly breached agreements . The Chamberlain 

Government would have people believe that Mus so­

lini should be treated as one whose good faith 

ca.n be taken at its faoe value, end Eden held out 

for some assurance of performance in view of re­

pea t ed broken p romises. This is the real issue 

and upon this Eden has at last stood f i rm, ss he 

should have done at the t ime Ba ldwin di d not stand 

back or him in t he impositicn of sanctions. It 

is my belief that public opinion, if i t could be­

come articulate, would be aga ins t the Government 

on this issue . 

The Justifi cati on of tbs PrimB Minister's 

policy is t ha t the time has not yet come in t he 

realization or the rearmament p r ogram t o risk war. 

But t he trouble Wi t h t his policy is that it mar ks 

f urt her 
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rurther retreat, which may be fatal 1n encourag­

ing the dangerous adventures or both Uussolini 

and Hitler. When H1 tlsr invaded t he Rhineland 

it was olsar t o all that the treaty system had 

been replaced by tores and show or torce in dip­

lomacy, and each suooesstul stroke of Rome o.nd 

Berlin makes this belier more cert ain. 

I am sure Joe Kennedy wi l l be able to keep 

you thoroug)lly in t ouch. l<'e have a good sta.tt 

in London. I recently had a long discussion 

•1th Hsraohsl Johnson and was much impressed by 

him. 

I em grateful for your letter concerning t he 

Anglo-Irhh negotiations which is a clear end 

sympathetic statei:::ent ot t his situation trom our 

viewpoint. The negotiati ons heve failed, es I 

predicted at the outset, but I am seeing de Valera 

shortly and wil l 



Personal and 
Coai'iolen~a.1.-· 

Dear Mr. P resident: 

Dublin, 
Apr i l 6 , 1938 . 

I am grateful for your last note . De Valera was 

highl y pl eased and promised me he woul d l ock your letter 

i n his private strong box at home . I was entire l y sat­

i sfied. In my opinion , he is tha t rare i ndividual whose 

word can be taken at its f ace value. I believe him t o 

be en t i r ely honest . 

The basic thi ng about Au s tria is tba t now the re is 

no bal ance on t he continent. I t is l i ke a structure of 

which the keystone has been taken away. Nothing can now 

be predicted, for the post- war status quo is irretrievab l y 

l ost and the Polish-Lithuanian coup is only an example of 

wta t my now be expected. There is no stabi lity lef t in 

Europe. Only a fool could have an optimistic outlook . 

The President , 
The \Vh1 te House , 

\'lashing ton . 

I 
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I think Chamberlai n ' s is the most weak , vacillating , 

humi liati ng pol icy England has ever presented , It i s a 

drifting , not a pol icy at all and the amazi ne thing is 

the uni ty of the press and the powers behind tho l riDe 

Minister . For three centuri es the British have insisted 

that the base of their f oreign r elations was a balance of 

p<Wer in Europe . Now , with Aus t r i a gone , and the balan ce 

1'11 t h it , tbay evade the i ssue of Czechosl ovakia vii t h a 

face - saving which is incredible . One of the consequences 

is ~ussolini's a rrogant speech , thu::ibing his nose at 

Chamberlain . If a British- Italian accord is accomplished 

i t Wi l l be on L:us sol1ni •s terms . It is an ignomini ous 

defeat and yet t he cr i ticism of Chamber lai n in his ovm 

count ry bas no r ealist ic, clean- cut leadershi p to insi s t 

that tile issue be met . 

That is the tragedy. Tber e is no leadership to op­

pose th& dictators . Two years aso when nitler invaded t ba 

Rhineland the treaty system was scrapped and t here remai ned 

only one language they could understand . I f one man in 

England or in France had used t hat l anguage , had spoken 

out then as you did when the Pansy was sunk , we "ould 

have a ditterent picture today. I t is not too late even 

now, but the leader ship is not f orthcomi ng . 

The Anglo- I r! sh negotie t ions sti ll conti nue . Even 

i f something i s accompli shed on t rade and f i nanc ial mat ter s , 

the 
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the fund~ntal c1sunderstand1ng , which is parti tion, 

Will not be resolved and so there is no present pros­

pect of a per!llAnent r econciliat i on. 

yours , 



,~ - r 

P e r s o n a 1. 

Dear t:r . Pr esi dent, 

.J 

Dublin , 
.:.pril 6, 1938 . 

I remember Colone l House showing me t he photograph 
you inscribed tor hi m on the day or your inaugurati on , 
and how touo bed he was by your atteot ionate t bought ot 
him. 

I received one ot the last letters he wrote , I be­
lieve . It was hard f or him t o be on the side lines 
du rt na the s t1rr1 ng days in Europe . 

He was a sympathetic friend and had unique gifts 
as a negotiator . It Will be a 1011& time beforo we can 
look upon his like again. 

The President, 
The iihi t o House , 

Washington . 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Dublin, 
April 29, 1938. 

De Valera is too experienced a negotiator to 

make much ot t be agreement •i th England, but it is 
a wondertul triumph and be is very gratetul, aa 

the enclosed letter indicates. At one time it 

seemed as it negotiations 'tlOUld utterly collapse 
and it was only a tew days betore tbe agreement 

was executed th.at i t appeared possible ot a ccept­
ance by Ireland . 

I think this agreement Will bave more tar­

reacbing aigniticance tor world peace than 1a now 

r ecognized and certainly trom an American viewpoint 
it la a very desirable accomplishment. I am certain 
the Irish-American el ement Wi ll acclaim it more 

The President, 

Tbe White House, 

Washington. 

enthusiastically 
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enthueiestioally even than be re in Ireland, eapec1ally 
the abandonment ot the ports by the British. 

/ 
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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 

April 22nd , 1938 . 
8 ci1af i d &1t"biar 

Dear Mr . President: 

I r eceived yout' very kind l etter of February 22nd, and have been i nformed by Mr . Cudahy of the steps , following your 1nstruc tions , taken by Mr . Kennedy on his arrival in LOndon . 

The knowledge of the fact that you were interes t ed came moat opportuntely at a critical mOJnent in the progress of the negotiations . Were it not for Mr. Chl\lnbArlain personally the negotiations would have broken down at that time , and I am sure that the knowledge of your interest in the success of the negotiati ons had i t s due weight in deter­mi ning bis attitude . 

agreement 
reached . 
published 

I am now happy to state that an between the two Gover11J1ents bas been The terms will have been a l ready before this reaches you. 

So f ar as the ma tters covered are concerned , the agreement will , I believe , give satisfaction to both countries. Unfortunately, however , the matter which most affects nati onal sentiment - the ending of the partition of our country - finds no place in the agreement. A complete reconcili ation , to the 1mport~nce of which I referred in my previous le tter, remains still for the future. All we can hope i s t hat the present agreement will be a step towards it • 



oc 

I want to express to you ~y thanks for your ki nd interest, and for your assis tance . I know of the many dif ficult problems of your own country which are engaging your attention, and I am deeply gt'ateful that you could f ind time to give a thought to ours . 

With renewed regards . 

Hi s Excellency, 
Franklin O. Rooseve lt, 

Sincerely yours, 

President of the Uni ted States of America , l'IASHIIWTON, D. C. 



/ , 
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.iane 88, 1838. 

Dear .Jolm:-

I U glad J'Oll allpped OYU to Pnpa 

11114 ~·' and I bope JOll wU1 make otbar 

US.pa fZ'Oll U.. to tlM. Th1zlp an _,. 

deflDltalJ' 1n .. d&alC••- bal- and all .. 

OUl do la hope for tbe Met, 

117 ._, wlabae .., J'Ollo 

Ml •'"1' ~·• 

r 
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Per sonal and 
9 S' 2 ?!'n1 

Dear tlr. Preaident: 

Dublin, 
June 13, 1938. 

The Secretary ot State gave me permieaion to Visit 
Pr ague and Budapest, and I have juat written him a letter 
regarding my visit, which I believe you may tind ot 
intereat. 

Laat night I was looking over a number ot my letters 
to you while in Poland and trom the predictions I made 
in these, I woul.d be tempted to prophesy again , but I 

believe the situation in Europe t oday ia unpredictable. 
One baa the teeling that a new order • ill certainly 
emer ge and that the pr oceaaes ot this new order are no• 
in motion. Certainly the preaent atatua quo cannot long 
continue, but whether thia change • ill be a ccompl iahed 
by actual torce or by the new technique ot the sho• ot 
t orce , I don't believe anyone can aay. The thing to em­
phas ize is that an explosion ia entirely possible thia 

The President, 
The White Houaa, 

Washington. 

summer 
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summer and probable betore the end ot another summer. 
We must not be taken ott our guard it a war does occur 
this s1111:111er. 

I spent some time with Bill Bullitt in Paris and 
believe he ia the beat-informed man in Europe. Hie Tiewa 
on the danger ous potentialities or the sit uation are even 
more emphatic than l!IY own. 

I am in a good position here to slip over to the 
continent quietly trom time to time , becauae the position 
ot Ireland is not involved in continentaJ. politics and 
lllY comings and goings cause no comment. It you think 
well ot it , I may malte another trip bet ore I go to the 
United States at the end ot August. 



-- DEPARTMENT O F STATE 

DIVISION 0 1' PllOTOCOL 2/4/39. 
Dear lli es LeHsnd :-

Am retu:-nin.g t his letter for the President ' s personal f iles os r equested in lflli t e Hous e oe-no of t his date. 

A notat l on h~s been o~de o!' t'11G let•er for ?Ir. Sumzierlin who has read the letter !roo Eamon de Valer a . 

~/~ 
'=Purvi s ) seoret Ary to Ur. Suwrlerlin 
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R O I N N A N TAOISIGH 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH 

Janua.ry 19th, 1939 

Dear l!r . President, 

I have reoeived, through 
Mr. OUdahy, your very kind letter inviting my 
wife and 1111self to spend a day or two at the 
White Rouse during 1111 vis it to the United 
States of Amer1oa. I appreoiate th1a 
invitation very much, and I have great 
pleasure 1n aooept1ng it. My wife haa asked 
me to express her thanks alao, and her deep 
regret that a s she oannot leave home at thia 
tillle ahe will be unable to share the privilege 
of being received by you and Mrs. Rooaavelt. 

In accordance with the arrangement 
made between Mr. Brennan and your starr, I shall 
arrive in Washington oh the 7th May. 

With all good wishes for the 
New Year. 

Very s incerely yours , 

'l'be Honorable, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
President or the United States 

or America, 
WASHINGTON, n.c. 



Dear 1.::r. President : 

Dublin, 
January 21, 1939. 

J'oe Kennedy's and Bill Bullitt•s testimony 
before t he l.'ili tary Attairs Committee got an awful 

splash of publicity in the Irish newspaper s . The 
English press held the story down as well as they 
could , but those things do a great deal of harm 

and I regretted very much the whole incident. 
Apparently there was a leak somewhere , howe ver 

small. 

I am strongly in sympathy with your armament 
program as I am sure anyone is who has any ac-
quaintanoe w1 th the trend or events on this side 
of the water, tor certainly one would have to be 

an idiotic optimist not to real ise tha t Europe faces 
an inescapable dilemma: either a march ot the al"lll1es 
or a terrific econom1o crash, It i s only a quest ion 

of' 

The President, 

The Wbi te House , 

Washington. 
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ot time and any prediction which attempts to fix 

a date with any preo1aion is , of course , always 

difficult , if not impossible. 

Judge Moore n-1 tee me very t'ai thfully, so I 

keep in touch With things. It ie certain that the 

neutrality legislation, • h1ch nu-""Y ot WI favored 
12. c ' ~ so strongly, must now be :1$Uo14od in view or condi-

t i ons, but I must tell you frankly I am not in 

sympathy w1 th our attitude towards Germany. Thia 

is the first time I have not shouted for our 
foreign policy , but frankly I cannot see the pro­

priety or our action in protesting against the 

inhuman treatment by Germans of German Jews. I 
am 1'8llrt'ul tba t we may again assume our customary 

attitude of a moral world souvera1nty somewhat 

reminiscent o1' the same right eous spirit •1th which 
Wilson refused to 
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Deer Mr. Pr es ident : 

Dublin, 
February 9 , 1939 . 

Regardless ot ths tacts behind the Fr ench 
frontier newspaper story, I am convinced the net 
result is a good one, tor thll only hope of staying 
the eggressi Te t actics or Mussolini end Hitler i s 
by confronting them with a reality tha t t he Uni t ed 
States will support Gr eet Br i tain and Franc e by 
mat eriel neans. 

While your e1:1phat1c denia l hes caused some 
super ric1el uncertai nty over here, t he viol ent 
outpourings trom Italy end the vitriol ic abuse or 
the German pr ess indicate how much Mussolini and 
Hi tler have been disconcerted and how deeply hes 
r egistered t he spectacle ot e Fr ench- Bri tish front 
With t he support or the United States in t he background. 

The President , 

The i'hi te Hou se , 

Washington . 

I 
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I discussed the whole thing at length last 

night With Mr. de Valera who disagrees With me 

regarding the ultimate effeot . He thinks t hat 

your disavowal bas cleared the atmosphere concern­

i ng America as tar as the Dictators are concerned, 

and thet they have reason to believe now that 

American publio opinion will not tolerate any 

other than an attitude or the most ri g1d 

neutral1 ty . 

Res cttully yours, 

( 



-
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Dear Mr. President: 

DubliD I 
Larch 28 , 1939 . 

It i s now possible to predict the out look r or the 
next six weeks . Mussolini's speech, stri pped or general 
belli gerency , coming down to the cases-- Jibuti, the suez 
and Tunia--does not demand anyt hing which cannot be the 
subject or negotiation by France withou t losing too much 
race. 

Hitler took 125 million dollars in gold rran Prague , 
I am told , and this will be supplemented by a rur t her 
confiscati on of the Jews• property and a seizure or one­
half tbe possessi ons of t he Catholic Church in Germany. 

If you can apply any iooasurel!ent of logic t o Hitler 
the conseque nt tmpro vement in German economy, wt th the 
necessity o~ consolidating the Czech conquest , should 
keep him occupied until early summer at least . 

But even t he British now recognize that any status 
quo is transitory end t he only question is where Hitler 
will go next . I t is not plausible to think he w111 mo ve 

i nto 
The Pre s1 dent 1 

The White House , 
Washington. 
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into Slovenie and Croetia without t he ini tietive or 

~ussolini. I am certain he is not yet ready to attack 

Poland. Rumania should , therefore, be next. A likely 

method would be tor t he German ally , Hungary, to i nsist 

upon the return or Transylvania. Rumania will resist 1r 

given any show or support by t he British or French, and 

once egain Chamberlain will be r aced with the dilemma or 

calling e halt, or giving further ground, thi s time closer 

to British possessi ons. 

I have Just talked to t he British Al:lbeasador succeed­

i ng Lord Perth et Roma, who was last stationed in Turkey, 

and be tells me the Turks will tight it Germany invades 

their country, and th.at if the Germans dominate the Bleck 

Sea i t will mean the end or the Empire. So perhaps the 

stand will come et the Turkish rra:itiar. But t here is ye t 

no sign or any stand. An alliance with other countries 

wi l l probably never get beyond the talk stage . Poland is 

t he only power on the continent or any considerebl e mili­

tery rorce to which the British could turn, end t here is 

little likelihood thet they Will make e mutuel commitment 

or any meani ne w1 th Poland or Russia. 

The striking thing is t he crushing failure or Chamber­

lain• s policy et every turn and the naive refusal or bis 

Government to admit t hat f ailure. Only Briti sh mentelity 

could be so invincible in error. Yet there is no other 

l eadership 1n si ght then Chamberla1.n and 1r he should (!p 

t here 
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there is no one to take hia place . 

!<y a<l:llira ti on is very great tor the way you have 

handled our end ot things . I 8!ll sure ninety peroent of 

the Ameriorui people are behind your roreign policy . But 

at the time you spoke it took courage end leadership . 

There is nothing else we oan do now exoeptanend the neu­

trality law; that and PPCPare our defenoes, as you have 

urged upon Congress . 

I!y thanks ror your lett er whioh bore out my asllW!lp­

tion or what took plaoe with the Committee. 

~~ Z_::~s~ 
, 



Dear 1.lr. Pr esident, 

Dublin, 
Apri l 3 , 1939. 

The declaration to Poland is not so Violent a 

cOllDni tment as it may at first seem. !Jr. Chamberlain 

was careful to point out that he was engaged in ne­

got iati ons with other countries and this obligation 

to Poland 'Ras an " int erim" one . Therefore , if 

nothing CO!DBS or the negotiations there Will be no 

continuing obligation . The Ti mes brought out that 

"independence" did not mean "integrity" so there 

would be no duty to defend Pol and against every ag­

gressive attack . Danzig by this reasoning might 

wel l be excluded from vital independent Polish in-

terests. 

Morally , though , it means that a t last England 

has decided to make a stand . Uhy for Pol and, the 

most vulnerable country in !urope, With frontiers 

utterly 

The President, 
The White House, 

Washington . 
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utterly expos ed on both sides t o Russia and Germany , 

i t s traditional enemies, while Czechoslovakia is 

t ossed overheard with 1,250 ,000 well-prepared, well­

e quipped fighting men, a po11erful line of fortif ica­

tions , artillery and tho Skoda munit i on works? 

Poland has no heavy artillery, no important 

muniti on establishment and no fortificat i on . Yet 

Germany is no t now reedy to f i ght f or the Corridor 

or Si l esi a . These are for later considerati on . 

I~eanwhile Poland serves as a flanking force against 

Russia. 

The only way I can explai n this la test tension 

is an attempt by the Gen:e.ns to stop Beck from goi ll8 

to London . Beck is one of the shrewdest and mos t 

realistic brains in Europe . He is trad1DG . P.e knows 

that if be c annot get financial help from Great 
Britain or France his country is l ost . It is only 

the truth to say that Poland came into being and bas 

been kep t alive by the greet loans the t'llited ~tates 

ma.de after the we.r . The country is hopelessly poverty 

stricken . 

I have not been shaken in the views written you 

on March 28 . Dos pi te t ho belief of world 11 1.1·kets to 

the contrary, I o:a s till of the opinion that t his 

exci temen t will die dom and there wi ll be a lul l 

unti l the earl y 
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Dear Mr . Presi dent , 

f's p .: ; ,.. 
~/ ) 

Dublin , 
April 6 , 1939 . 

I had a talk Wi th de Valer a and di d my best 

to impress upon him the f act that he must not talk 

too much about Part i tion and unity with Northern 

I reland during his American t our. I said the 

American people V1ere very much '1rought up by the 

s i tuation i n Europe , that our sympathies were with 

the democrat i c power s and overwhelmingly supported 

the Administration . I told hi m very emphat icall y 

t hat if he were to dwell in his speeches upon any 

movement which would be considered an attack upon 

England t his would be resent ed by the people in our 

country and would react to the detriment of the 

Irish cause . 

He 

The Presi dent , 

The l'lhi t e House , 

1·1ashington . 
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Re profes sed to be impressed by what I 

said and promise d me t bo.t whatever he would 

say on the Partition isGUe woul d be said with 

tac t and di scrimination. But I wish you ~ould 

hallla3r homa to him t he necessity of treading 

very lightly on any controversial issue directed 
agains t Engl and . I need not tell you that this 

is written in greatest confidence and it would 

be fatal to me here if you were to disclose t o 

Mr. de Val era t hat I ha ve wri tten you about 

this mat t er . 



TELEGRAM 

Wq£ :mitlftte ~se 
_, 

~ Cable 

DUBLIN!~39 
The President 

hyde Park (via the White Hou se) 

I regret very much indeed that owing to certain events 

which may have grave consequences here I am compelled at 

the last moment to postpone my visit to America . I em 

extremely gratefUl for the trouble taken in relation to 

my visit by you and the Secretary ot State , I look f orward 

with gr eat pleasure to visiting you and fulfilling my enJ;age_ 

- ments in America as soon r s cir cumstances permit , 

Eamon DeValera. 
ll45amd 



TELEGRAM 
( ~~-

~,I) 
\ru ~£ ~lrru ~se 

'DI .. J.tt.~..... THE WHITE HOUSE 
c""'ll.,.1u~J• Wsshinct ton DO April 27 , 1939 

'11011 

Read I)BVftlera 1 s ~elegram to t he President by t elephone . 
At President's request directed State D~partment to acknowledge 
telegram ln his nane expressing keen regret and saying the 
PresldEnt counted upon seeln5 him tbls summer , 

The President wns much interested, Also please tell 
President I have authorized Mrs. Helm to cancel invitat ions 
to the dinner scheduled ln DeV~lera 's honor for Sunday evening 
Moy seventh , Therefore I give you for his information the 
tolloNing United Press reports 

•until yesterday evening it was mr, intention to leave 
this week- end for the United States , ' :T)eV8 lera told the 
DAIL . "The 11nportance of my visit to the t country , whore 
there are tens of millions of people of Irish origin and 
where the people as a whole have been of unfailing support 
in times ot oriels when we have been resisting aggression 
justified such risks as might be involved in my leaving 
the country . 

"Certain grnve offenses which occurred yesterday have 
however, changed the situntion nnd I have deemed 1t neoesanry 
to alter my plo.ns and postpone my visit . " 

DeV-ilera wns pressed for an explanation of the"ottenses" 
but he declined to reveal them, James Dillon asked h11:I whnt 
t hey were but DeVnlera repliedt 

"I do not think it would be in the public interest that 
I should state them now" 

DeVBlera thanked President Roosevelt and the American 
people for t he invitation to visit the United States nnd 
said he thought it would be understood why he had to post­
ponedhls trip . 

"I would like to add that I feel extremely grateful 
to Pr sident Roosevelt and the American people for their 
invitati on to me as a representative of the I l'J. sh nation 
and f'or the preparations they made to receive me , " he said , 

"I am sure they will understand that nothing but a 
situation of roal gravity would have prevented me rrom .t'ul 
f illing rrry en,~agements as arranged, 

Official circles declined to reveal the nature of 
the "ofrenses," but it was known that they referred to the 
I~ish nation o.nd were understood in some quarters to have been 
connect ed with ~eat Britain's const ription announcement . 

STE 



:::::o:>.A.::lUll FOR T:iE ;>n.:sI:lE:lT 
TEE SZCRE':.i\..~Y OF S~P.':'E 
A::3ASSA:>OR !WGE :.::LSCN 

July 28, 1939 

I had a lone d1Acuss1o!'l yes terday wl tll i:r . E:dward ~unrlea 

i.'~O for t:-ie past tl~irty jteet..re :...:\e been t:.e ~ana...;1nc d l rel!to!' of 

tre Vacuum 011 Compan:r ln Gel':nnn:r w1 th headqual' t ers at !la:aburg. 

I !lave l:nown ::r. ~unl'les ~or r.ia.ny years upon such te~:n& t:1a t I 

= confide!'lt t ' lllt 11:1e.t !le tol d r.ic can be accepteci. u1 t;10L1t 

qunlif1ca~1on or r eserve . 

!le sa1 • t!'.r. t :'le 11as convinced 'Jer:ian:r uoul d , before t:.c end 

of another year , f~.ce econor.110 collapse . E:xports !lave fallen so 

prec1p1tously due t o effecti ve f'ore i i:;n boycotts that l npo1· t a of 

es~e:itinl rav me.te:rials are curtai l ed to such a poi nt the.t the 

ec .)no:ni c s t ruct·1re cannot survive unless relie!' 1s !'ort:icomins . 

There is acute shortage of mce.te , butter (ration now one hal f' a 

pound per 1·:eel:), ei:;t:;s ( three per i:ee" but one ne·1er s ot the f ull 

r at i on ) . The nor oal uheat crop i s su:'.'f1c1ent only to sustain 

half the popul c. t1on, bu t 1t is poss i bl e t !lat the co·mtry :;i1sht, 

by conauui nc rye end oate, have au.'.'ficient .:;r a in f'or sustenance . 

There l s nl so an acute shol'tac;c of ra11 r.iP. ter1nl a S\lch s.a t:ool , 

cotton , r ubber and 011 . '.i'hc s·Apply of str·~ct·Aral me t als ( lron, 

gteel , n1c':el nnd c!:ror.ii um) 1s so li 'Jlted that co:13truct1on 1s 

radically i•educed. .\s Hlustrati'le of t he sever1t·1 o !' t his 

G!lorta.;e a l l iron fence a 1n Hamb·~1·i.; haC. been torn up t o be s·Jel t ed. 

?:r . Q.uo.rlec Hd n?t !'eel t!1e 1~r.11nencc or inflation .Cesr>1te 

tho t.ard:o-: . .l. p caused o:r t h i s l nclt of food stu:fs ~n·l raw rno. tcr1nl tL 
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Personal. 
Dublin , .. u,;us t 17,1039 . 

Dear Llr . Presi dent : 

De Valera nill reach !!ew York Sep taJlber 28th 

and I bope you will no t be ar1ey from l'lashington 

when be arrives there . You will be ittpreesed by :lev -(as we all call him) . He bas strength and a ttorol 
s tature that one feels on first contac t . Martin 

Conboy, who is staying bere with his fllJ:lily has 

grea ~ admiration for him. 'together, we asreed last 
night tbot our own Pr esident and Dev were tbe only 
statesmen or tho de~ocraoies in this generation . I 

have often sai d that if de Val era were Prime Llinister 
or Great Britain it would be a different norld today. 
He has you1· quality of showing the 1my instead or 

being shown . I shall be interested in your judgment 
of him after your mee ting . I told him your vie17s, 
and he reaffirmed what I said to you about Ireland 

and t he next war. 

I sow Bill Bullitt for o f ew minutes in London 
but had no opportunity to get bis views on the outlook . 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The l'lhi te House . 

Joe 
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Joe K 111 awo.y in Cannes, end Herschel Johnson, 1n 
charge of the EUlbasey reports all quiet, with no 
present TJl'Ospec ts of an explosion. For the moment 
the optimists are entitled t o a hearing, but 
fundamentals remai n the same and I do not like the 
thl·eet or the Japanese ago.inst Hon8 Kong. That would 
never be .i:.ade unless there 110.s an understanding or 
synchronized action by Ger~any in the European s cene . 
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Dublin, 
11th Sept ember, l 9J9 . 

Dear Mr. President, 

I em grateful, you may be sure, for your ready 

response t o our situation here, and your syi:ipathetio 

understanding which never fail s. I t was great to 
I 

t alk to you t he ot her night , and I am thoroughly 

indebt ed for your efforts in get t ing us emergency 

f unds . 

or course all Americans in Eur ope ero cl amor­

i ng to sot home , end most or them fail t o understand 

why they cannot be repetrieted et once. The main 

thing is t o calm them down e.nd l et t hem know tbet 

t hey have not been abandoned by t hei r Covern.a:ent , 

but w1ll be t aken bo=e Just as soon es ships are 

a vailable . There er e , es far es we know , in Fr ance, 

Engl and and Ireland , ebout fif t een thousand Americans 

anxi ous 

The President, 

Fr anklin D. Roosevel t , 

The l•hi t e House, 

\ieshingt on. 
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anxious to get out . I believe we shell have almost 

ell or t hem on their way home by the first week in 

October . As far as Ireland is concerned, t here ie 

no need of apprehension, for this country is 

determined to maint ain neutrali t y, and I believe 

.... l?ill do so, ror months at least . Fr om the present 

outlook we Will have all Americans started home 

within another three or four ~eeks , and then I will 

be among the unemployed . 

I would appreciate it deeply ir you could write 

a s hort not e t o t he Lord Uayor or Galway , telling 

hi.o of our grati t ude tor the eff ici ent and _ _. _ _. 

' I!! sympat het ic handling or t he four hundred end 

thirty survivors or the At henia. 

After I made my report about t he Athen1a, I 

met i n Galway,Captain Kirk , our Naval Attach~ , end 

r ound t hat hie evidence coincided with mine, except 

on the question or the second projectile. Ee 

concluded t hat t here was only one explosion , that 

from the submarine , but I reported a second explosion 

from a shell , pr oject ed t hr ough the air . I see 

Churchill , i n giving an account t o the House of 

C Otlllll on a 
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,a;. c.. c I · ' -' /)--. 
Commons on September ?th, sustainedAmy report end 

stated that soon after the torpedo struck the ship,. 

the subcierine can:e to the surface and t ired e shell 

which exploded on one 01' the shi p 's docks . 

You might remember asking me dur ing our lest 

conversation bow long I t housht the :olish army could 
bol d out unsupported ageinst Germany. I gave them 

two months, you will remember. 

I know how sick at heart you must be about tbis 

t errible War wbich will probably last tor years and 

aet the clock back a generation. Please give me 

orders at any tU:e i1' I can be 01' any l(e ssenger 

Jlerv~e in Eur ope , or if you think I could be 01' 

uae over there. 

/ 
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Dear Mr . President, 

-.... 

Dublin , 
Septe!.1ber 15th , 1939 . 

Ll . J'u l es Bl ondel , the French Liinister , came 

t o see me end advanced two t heses contingent 

uoon the collapse of l' oland. - ~ 
One , t hat : ussolini intervene on the side • 

of Oer:neny, t o share in the distr ibut ion of the 

Br itish end French Empires . This goes upon the 

assumption that Germany will have demonstrated 

e crushing military super ior ity to t he Fr ench 

and English . 

The ot her , t he t the Italian armi es will march 

with Great Bri t ain end France, when ~ussol1ni is 

convinced t hat Hitler is bound to fail ult i mately. 

The quid pro quo would be the removal of the Gar r.tan 

menace 

The President, 

Fr ankl in O. Roosevelt , 

The White House, 

\1eshi ngt on . 
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menace fro.~ the Brenner , the absorption of Aus tria 

by Italy and the settle=ont of Italian Colonial 

a::ibitions . 

Blondel would impress you as en unusually 

i n t olligont observer , nnd a men of level headed 

Judgement . He wo.a Cbergl! in Rome for tlVO years , 

unt i l !rl!lloois-. oncet was sent t he r e as .unbas .ador 

four months ago . J.e told we ::ussolini was the 

gr eatest gambler i.i the world today, ai.d tho ,;roe t -

est realist . The su.:; ~stio~ t!:at • ussolini will 

t ake a hand i n the 11ar af t er .Pol an<! !'.as collar·sad 

was wade eleo by t he Italian 1n1ster , ~ho told ui 

t he other day that I t aly would "erran.;e a reali:J t ic 

peace after •'Ol and wus f inished . " 

I do no t want t o clutt er your desk 11ith 

unnecessar y letters these days , but know your 

mind is f ocused or. t he ~uropean scene, end thou,ht 

this might bterest you . 

I tal .. ed t o Bill llull i tt just after t he store 

broke , and keep constantly in t ouch with en~edy . 

•., e are wntchir • t'ce neutrality leGiSlet1on 
I" I .f /,.. ~ • .µ__ ~ ....:.._ t.....J. .;, 

closely~ v~ ~ ;-~ --

t.c..:a_ rt- . 
Jl-t~ 
;rf-v 

k.~ zt-d.> k ~ 
~a. 
/?:......,,,~~~ 
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fin1.• ter Cud•cy baa t old ae of t h• efft.clent. and S71111ath•Uc 11&11a.r lD • ht.ob t.be autbor\t1ea alld cttl.ieu. of 
Oal~ U.U• arreiic••nt. for t.b• rec• iao alld care on S.? t.llber rtfth of the Atbeaia F.lJ'Vi•or•• eaonc •baa wen one hundred and t-l •• ~lcen1. 

tour 11•nerou1, llJllpat.bPt.lo and oar.tile "'1'~1'\0A f or tbeu dtatNHed l.au-icu• hH coved oar OO'JG't.ry profOtlDdl,)' • and I bope you wll l ell'pHs ~ to tbe Renrcd Dr. Bro-, 11hbop of o.J.-.r •DCI to tJle ... ber 1 of t.ll• r•l lef comaltt.ee C1UJ' 110lt cenulne a.t laatlnc cratlt!.ld•• 

l'HAI K L . ' ..; 

""be Baeorable I-• Colltello, 
Lord lqor ot a.i ~, 
I reltllld . 
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Tbe President wbeo SlgoJrg tbia letter wrote a P.S. ln longhand at tbe bottom. According to o.o.T. the roUowlag la an approx:laatlon or Wbet be aaJd: 

Tbe St a te Dept reel• tbat rou ought to atay I n Dublln- - thelr Judg..,,,ent you 
abould be thoro. 
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Dear Johna-

I a11 4-1.lgbt.4 thai .,_ llClllS9•\SoD d 
P.•••-• ""•"'r• Co Ule UlllW Sa ... l• -17 -
all4 I thlnJt J OU ha•• baftdled ftW') UllJW ---~ 
t.117· !he nevtftl.1t;F 1•191&\loa llel'e -'° ... Solna ell l'ighi. 

In r eglll'4 '° folllf , I at.ak '' _., 
i.pop\an\ t or bla '° •'-I oi ... \o Ulil hll• 
ao.e11••11\ '" l"rllmle. we ••• ruop•ae& taaa\ 
Clo•Wi u a\ and to l»rlag Ilia law - WOll14 ._ 
a •lrtllal .iep la t:be rue. .. • .._. as.la 
fWlllJ .... 1•'9 ot u ........... an4 Ill• wU'• 
wU1 19t - .... , la f'JidlH 9fieP all tlllt' 
baYe .._ -.. o A , aa4 IM wlll 'lie alale '9 
belp 8lll ..iuii la .... .., •• 

ftlMk ti!• Lord ... •1ftq90le• le 
-1'•17 111. Wba\ • taaiaeile perf-'Mt• • ••part ot aia a. ... n Ootea ti 

- .... , witbe• '° , .. 

llan I We Joba 0 h'Qr, 
a-rteen LoptSon, 
Dmbl.1a, 
IN'·_.· 
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Dear t!r. Pr esident , 

Dubl in, 
September 25 , 1939 . 

In another week or two we will be t hrough 

with our Job of getting home-sick Ameri cans .away 

f rom this Island , and then I will be among the 

unemployed. 

I t hink I could make mysel f most useful by 

going t o London , Paris and Berlin , viewing things 

' on t he ground f l oor , and then going to V/ash1ngt on 

wit h a verbal r eport for you . 

I f you think wel l of this you might pl ease 

have tass Lehand send ma a message . 

I have r ead and r e-read your Neutrality Addr ess 

to Congr ess and t hink it was one of the f i nest you 

have e ver made. 

The Pr esident, 

You put the case simply, succintl y 

and 

( 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The Whi t e House, 

Washington . 
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and very persuasively, and what I like is the absence 

or anything approachinc r hetorical flourish. Those or 

us who believed in t he arms embargo r ealise in experience 

that we were wrong , and I am sure you will convince the 

country that your reoomu.endati ons ar e the soundest 

cour se to keep us out of war , by avoiding the proximate 

causes which drew us into the la st war. 

I must telr you how wonderful l y loe Kennedy is co­

operating with me and helping me at e very t urn. P.e 

executed in e rew hours yes t er day some business tor 

Americans goin~ t o !ngland fro~ Ireland tor repatriation 

tha t would , i n t he ordinar y course , have taken a week 

or more . 

I bad a long t ol lt with Tony Biddle last night; he 

has done a gr and bit of wor k end shoul d be called home 

now tor a rest. He merits it . Bill Bullitt told 

me he was having the t i me of his life and never so 

happy. 



' 
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Per aonal and Oblif!h:s il&lu Dublin, October 2, 1939. 

Dear Mr . President, 

I hope you will call Tony Biddle home without 
delay . The Polish State became o fiction on October 
1st and t he Covernment taken over by Rackiewicz cnn 
do no t hing except agi tate t or a hopele ss cause . 

An Alteri can .nlllbassador to Poland in Peri s \vould 
mean that he would be constan tly approached es an 
int ermediary t o ra i se troops and funds in our country 
i n contravention or our Neutrali ty Laws . The effor t 
or Sikorski is a sample of whet will be forthcoming . 

It will be impoasible t o divorce the personal from 
the offici al ac ts or an American Ambassador to Poland. 
Tony has been throui;b a long trying sioge . He should 
be called home now t or a rest . I am sure you will 
agree , i f you heve not al ready mode a decision . 

No one can reel more deeply obout Poland tha.~ I 
do, but we must race the disagreeable t act t hat Poland 
is now a cemory and our business is priCl&rily to stay 
out or t his war . 

The President The 
Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The l'Fhi t e House • 
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The sinking or tbe Athenin has been handled with 
the hand of experienced wisdom. 

l<o" it heo ceased to be news and it' any diploma tic 
act i on is necessary a Note can be sent to all belligerentf, 
on like terms, tor the1•e never was any evi dence that the 
Athenia was sunk by n Germen submar ine . If we prot e sted 
to Germany alone and ignored the otbe r warring ne tions we 
would be protesting upon presumptio°.I not on p1•oof . In 
this way we itade a record in the las t war from which we 
could no t recede es you know so well. I 

The prosrees of the Neutrality LesJ.slation looks very 
promising from this distance end I nm sure Congress will 
do es you have asked. 

I am hoperul for favorable word from you concerning 
my proposed trip t o France end Oermeny. I OJn sure I 
could bring beok interesting i nformati on it' you would 
approve uiy going. 



II 
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Personal. Dublin, Oc t ober 27 ,1939 . 

Deer Mr . President, 

,1rter two months of wur it is possible t o 

ap~re1ee the Irish neutral position . One beooues 

very cautious about ::aking predictions in Europe , 

but assumi ng the war develops es now indicated Ire­

land will re11111i n neutral . It is o real neut!·ol1 ty 

even thou~ benevolently disposed toward t:nsland- - a 

neut r alit6 dirie6 . The British bove et length sent 

a tilnister he r e desi gnated a "r epresentative" . 

I had a long telk with de Velere lest ni i:;ht . He 

i s convinced hi s course must be neu tral beoouse he is 

assailed by other sides, t he die-herders end the ~nglo 

element. The one accuse him of being in the vest­

pooket or Englo.nd, and the Anglos are contemp t uous of 

Irish neutrality believing thot this Island ie s t ill 

e par t o r the United Kingdom. 

You as e novel men will readily appreoie te this: 

there is e real danger in the importsnoe of Ber eheven 

e nd 

The Presiden t 
The White House . 
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Bantry Dey kl the pl11ns or t he udmirel ty. , t presen t 

British destroyers must operate from Pembr oke ond l'lyi:.outh 

200 and 300 miles further t hnn t hese Irish ports . And 

as you know so well the rJos t frequented approoc h to England 

is by th i s south- wes t coast of Ireland . 

Churcllill was b i tterly opJlosed to the transfer or 

the Irish ports in the settlement between de Valera end 

Che:Lberlain and es the war reaches a W>re despera t e stase 

may insist that British I!avel Operations be conducted f r om 

Ban try Bey and Dereheven . 

This would be e. great mis take for if any at tempt was 

made by the Bri ti eh to occupy any pert of the Irieh Coe.s t 

you would see tha t same hostility t owurds En~land t hat you 

personally wi tnessed here during the l ast war . 

yours , 



Dublin , October 28 , l~ ... 9 

Dear !tr . Presi dent , 

It took a great effort to resist an impulse 
to send you a cable or congratulation last nisJlt . !<ever in the history or .\merican politics hos 
there been suoh mas t erful leadership as your conduct of the neutral ity battl e . Your lost radio talk was 
wonderfully well timed and was the last push I ao 
sure to put the thing over in smashing style . 

I wrote I'n Watson offering to settle a bet me.de with him last summer that you would never aooept the 
nomina tton, but sad as it is rr om your per sonal view­point there is now no other patriotic course open to 
you . For I a~ sure the overwbelllling !!:ASS or ~eri ­
cans have ll\Y oonviotion the t you are the only 1nan in pol n t of training , experience and det.1onstra tcd judge­
ment capable of handling the Presidency during this 
war . 

Everything is in order for me to vi sit Fronce 
and Cern:any except permission . 

I wish you would let me go . I am dying or slow rust and rot here . 

t~t~~ 

The Pr esident 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The \'/hi te House . 



Personal and ••1911m,..al . Dublin, November 3,1939. 

Dear I.fr . President, 

General Ironside told me that ae tar aa the 

Frenoh and British are oonoerned t here would be no 

ottenaive this year. He said that an attempt to smash 
through either the Maginot or Seigfried Linea would be 
madness and the oeaualtiea would be appalling. 

But he does not think the present stalemate will 
be continued. Neither Hitler nor the morale ot the 

Oerll18n people can withstand the s peotaole ot Germany 

enolroled, or the prospect ot a war o t attrition. Von 
Braudi tsoh will be replaced by Reidienau according to 

Ironside. Ironside bas not a high opinion ot Re!dieaau•s 

military oapaoity and says that he will be Com::iander-in­
Cbiet because he is more amenable to Hitler'• ideas . 

At this time Ironside thinks that there are two 

poaaibilitiea: First, th.a t the Geraana will make a 

supreme ettor t by ai r and submarine to ltnook out the 

British fleet and isolate England. 

J.lore 

The President 

The Whi t e House. 
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uore probable, an attempt to turn t he allied !lank 
on the We s tern Front through Holl and . I asked him it 
the Dutch could not , as t hey did against Louis XIV , open 
the flood gates and inundate their oountry , but he said 
the German attack would come with lightning like rapidity 
and it was ques t ionable whether this could be done rast 
enough. Further the great territory north or the Rhine 
and east or t he Ijssel and the Zuyder Zee could not be 
inundated . 

General Ironside did no t anticipate an orrensive 
against Bel gium because of the Bel gi an r ortitications . 
Hei ther did he look tor an advance th.rough Switzerland, 
for the Swiss Army or 400 ,000, he said , was an efficient 
mil i tary fores capable ot determined resistence. Moreover 
columns advancing through the narrow mountain defiles would 
be subjected to enfilade t ire and bombed to Bllli thereena 
trom the air. 

The Dutch, the General said, had not tought a war 
since the l?tb Century; the army ot only 200,000 was an 
unknown quantity, and the Dutch-German border waa not torti­
tied except trom the Belgian frontier to the Zuyder Zee. 
Holland should be an eaay Tiotim t o relieve the tension in 
Germany and give Hitler another victory. 

General 
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General Ironside gave me permission to write you 

t he above 1n1'ormotion and to express hi s opinion na 

herein indioated . 

I served under the General in the Archangel campaign, 

have visited him , and kept constantly in touch with him 

ever since those war days . He 18 a warm friend, and I 

have a very high regard tor him as a military leader . 

With this background you will be interes t ed to learn 

that General Ironside has gt•ea t tai th and admire ti on tor 

General Gamelin. 

Re spec ttully, 

# 



Dublin , Novomber l?, 1939. 

Dear l.:i ssy, 

It is a melancholy reflection that you will not 

get this note until the shape or things that are may 

be entir ely mis-shapen, ror the last ship hes gone 

from our shores and it wil l be a month at least be-

fore this reaches you via England . 

Last Wednesday the Lord J..ayor or Cork and the 

Harbor Commissioners or Cork and Cobb called on me, 

pet itioning t hat somethi ng be done about American 

ships calling at Irish ports. 

I tried to show them that they should address 

Wa shington through the medium or their Government and 

the Irish LUnis t er , but they f el t aggri eved end ettlic­

t ad on this marooned Isl and and round relief in die­

cussing their woes, even t hough they know they could 

I.li es l!e r garet Lehand, 
The Whi t e House, 

l'fashington. 

ge t 
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get nothing but sympathy. 

Pe have cleared our Isl and or home-stricken Americans , 
except a few odds and ends who did not have con::mon garden..r 
sense enough to get on the ships the American Gover nment so 
generously provided solely tor repatriation purposes . The 
Legation advised everyone through the Presa and ovor the 
radio, time end time again, so we do not worry about t hose 
who are stranded now through stupidity, and ther e is little 
t o do and absolutely no pressure . I am slowly passing out 
through disintergration and disil l usion. 

I was cheered considerably by a letter fro~ the ?r e s i ­
dent which bucked me up end mode me feel stimulatingly 
important. The President bas such a wonderful gift or 
saying pleasant things, which I always believe he himself 
beli eves. 

No wonder ue are all so devoted t o him. Ee is an in­
spiring Chier, with a knowledge or the human equation 
beyond belief . Did you see tha t letter I wrote him after 
my visit to General Ironside? I wonder it the General's 
prophecy will be born out. we shoul d know before t his 
reaches you . It is a strange war; battli ng end inexplic­
able. It i• a mad world we l ive in, and what will happen 
during t he economic chaos which •ill follow this war is a 

staggering 
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stegr;ering contemplation . 

I went to go on tho Continent. I know I could do 
t~is usefully but nobody tells in uith my suggestion . Uy 

conings end goings are unheralded and I never got oentre­
steee in opposition to the prims donn~s so I know I could 
be useful, but nothing happens. Therefore, it you hear 
ot me telling into the Lift'ey by mistake, you vtill under­
stand everything. 

Look a fter our President end take good care of hi m 
from me. Aleo, l oosen up end write me ot' t he lowest 

gossip, t or I am sure you heve not a thing t o do non that 
Congros~ has adjourned and ell the fervid orators taken 

t heir leeve ot liashington. ~ J a.....---

c#/ P"- <k-<-d~ ,Q,/., 
~ ,/ •/P ..... >'< .. l.~ . IN ~­~ ,_ • I 

~-vs 
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Dublin, llovember 29 , 1939 . 

Personal. 

Dear Judge , 

It seel:lB an ase and a generation since your last 
letter but I can well believe you have every oinute 
packed with more i mportant busine ss t han writing an old 
friend marooned on t his far a~ay Island. I am not yet 
convinced by the t hesis of a short nar . ·,10 kno11 the 
Br i tish and t he i r determi nation . I have it from a re­
liable source t hat the British - end t hat is Oamelin ' s 
viev1 a l s o - do not expect the war to r eaoh a determinate 
phase until the end of 1940 . 

Uy undorstanding is t hat the Ger mans expoot t o 
bri ng the pressure of t hei r war machine to boar on Eng­
land a t the beginnins of next Spring . About the first 
of t:ay they will attempt t o do wl:la t t~apoleon failed t o 
do; to brin~ about t he starvation of t he Britioh I slands . 
Their whole wor effort is geared for its caxiruw:i push 
next Spring. 

I llll told by a naval e::?:;:ert tl:lat at t he beginning 
of the war the Germans had only s i xty sub::iarines, but 
their plants and factories wer e so organized as to ex­
pand upon U.e oor.:i::encement of hostilities so that in a 
year' s time t hey could t urn out te1l~~imes t he submarines 
in operation a t t he begi nning of the war . L:aking all ow­
ance for considerable exaggeration, t t hink it reasonable 

to 

The Honorable 
R. r.al ton Moore, 

Counselor of the Department of Stat e, 
l"lashington . 
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to assume trot t ile Ger man m1l1~~ry laboratory learned 
by the lesson or the last war ~dalized how close 
t hey were to bringing about the economic collapse or 
England by submarine warfare i n 1917. The r ecord is 
clear t hat i f von Tirpitz had been given his way and 
allowed to concentrate on his ruthless U Boat campaign , 
Germany might well have prevailed . Uow the showing 
made by the submarines in the sinking or the Courapeous, t he Royal Oak, the Belfast ( and contidentially, I under­
stand, the Iron Duke) is very impressive in my opi nion 
end a depressing augury of what may be comin to the 
British <lavy dur i ng the winter months. 

I talked a few ueeks ego u1th e men who is probebly 
the best informed a l ien concernins internal economic 
co1;di tions i n Germany and he t old me tra t, v.hi l e Ge many mi ght exi:erience some shortage in such essential ~ri­
mary oat erials as petrol, boxite, tin and copper, t here 
was every i ndication that the German General Staff had made provision in all ran mat rials tor a l onl': Via . This 
man said t hat t h e wa eserv ea ana grain stor e d 
in gr eat quantities and he did not antici pate any s hort­age in animal or mineral rats for at least a yee.r . Re 
expressed the opinion that t he Ger mans were equi p}ed to 
hold out for a year at least before t hey ~ould feel the 
pinch of the blockade, and he said t his was a conserva­tive estiJnate - probabl y t wo years would be closer to 
t he truth. He based his opinion not only upon know­
ledge of a ctual supplie s in Germany, but a l so upon the 
accumulation or r aw mat er ials resulting from t he ration­ing system of the past two years . Gene.any, during four 
years - ue all know - has staked upon war and the whole economy or t he country has been a war economy. It does 
uot seem reasonable, then , to believe t hat items of raw ma t erials and food stuffs, ess ential for a prolonged 
struggl e, he"!!Lnot been ~luded 1n the esti mat es of the 
German General-Start. 

Barring t he unfor e seen, I look tor a strugsle or 
attrition end i t is a grim pr ospect, tor one need have 

no 
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no imagination to visualise the prostra te and desolat e 
condition ot all Europe atter two years ot t he tright­
tul was~esultin~ trom t his war. There are twenty­
tTio merf~ arms in Europe today, and if hostilit i es 
were to "bease tomorrow, t he contemplat 11on or the chaos 
resulting from thei r unemployment and the terrific bill 
whi ch must be paid for ell t his war effort is a stagger­
ing contemplation . 

It is s trange that no one, or very tew, seem to 
feel the necessity of definition~ in the statement of 
war objectives. The declarations of Chamberlain end 
the others are strikinrly ret:.iniscent of the l as t war in 
their r t etorical V&fUeness . ?erhaps the British people 
and French ere satisfied to bear f r om thei r l eaders . t ha t 
the best pa.rt of the male population in th~countrQ, is 
asked t o face death tar the preservation ot internat1one.l 
order and in the cause or democracy and freedom. But I 
would think it would be tar better to face the issue 
honestly and with real ism. To say very frankly to t he 
people that the si;U~ t""1 which they are fi e;htini:) is the 
mai nt enance of the Bri tish Empire and the French possess­
i ons; t hat if these go and t he German sys tetn dominates 
Europe , it will mean that the British workman and the 
French man in the street mus t L1.".'LUP part of 11hat he 
has anc accept t he standard ot'"l'l1lT6h will be lower t han 
that which he has enjoyed in otl!er t'hAt the average 
German may have a better l1 ving . There is not enough 
to go~ound tar all and so it is a question of those viho 
possess care to give up a pa.rt to t hose who are less 
fortunately situated. 

Tb.at i s the issue as everybody knows , and one tor 
which I "111!!" cex tain i;.en lllOUld iiglft vary ooura seously and 
tenaciously. But the old shi bolet hs of freedom, t he 
preservation of democracy etc. seem to serve their part 
very well and appear adequat e enough. 

I wonder if our newspapers over there ar e oomment ing 
upon t he wisdom of the Amerioen Neutrality pol1oy es 
brought into relier by t he troubles of a ll ot her neutrals 

through 
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through t he i ndescrimi nate mine operations of the Ger mans . 
It is a singular thi ng that oor coontry is not involved 
while the Scandanevien coontries, l: o l land - even Je;.>an and 
Ital y have suffered l osses through Ger man mine explos i ons . 

I ~n sat i sfied t hat we c an , by making the sacrifice 
our Neutral1 ty Law i mposes , keep out of t hi s war end if t here 
i s any livi ng American who can keep us out , it is t he Pre­
sident . 

Tbe Irish are disappoi nted with t he suspension of e ll 
American s hi pping , but t hey will have a hard time making out 
a case for the r esumpt i on of this shipping . t!o one knows 
bet t er the n the ? resident the hazards of t he douth 1.est 
I rish coast es a n a pproach to English por t s . Galway is in 
an other area and something may be said for t h i s Nort h-iiestern 
port but we must eo slowly , bearing in mind our per el'1ount 
purpose - t o a void even pos sible i nvolvement . 

Ireland is determi ned in i t s policy of neutr alit y and 
is entirely p r a ctical about thi s policy . The count ry wi l l 
not serve as any p i pe line for war supplies to En gland . The 
l'.i nis try of Supplies bas the situation v1el l i n hand end dee s 
not per mit shipments above t t:e normal pr e - war orders of eng­
land . The r e e r e no munitions going from Ireland to Sn gl and 
end this Gover runen t i s not dece 1 vad b y t he prospect of war 
riches . They ere wi l l i ng t o make sacrifices for the cause 
of peace end, whi le I was s cep t ical a bout their pol icy to 
r emain neutr a l et the begi nn i ng of t he war, I 8Jll non com­
pe l led to believe t hat they will stay out like ourselves . 

I s uppose you 1vill 
about the London scene . 
of the For gotten ~:an i n 
Island . 

se Kennedy and he r1ill tell you all 
I asked him t o r e vi ve the le~end 

t he direction of one marooned on this 

Thi s is a l ong eff us i on but perhaps you can take it out 
i n the coun try rnth you and reed it et your l ess pr essing 
moments . 

I beve heard a few times f r om Tony end ::argaret . They 
are at Angers , loo~ing after many l ean Poles . Let me hear 
from you when you have a moment - if only a brief wor d . 
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Dublin , December ? , 1939. 

PERSONAL. 0U ,}'1'c111annmwr q 

Dear t.:r . President : 

de Val era thinks i t 1'1111 be a long war. His 

reasoning is that the real forc es are not ye t 

arrayed; the war bas not yet reached a def initive 

state . 

I urged hi m very earnestly to go to Geneva as 

President to preside over the Tl'lenti eth Assembly 

of the League . I p oint ed out that i f this war 

continued , even at its present desultory tempo , 

no country coul d withst and the terri fic armament 

expenditure , and the result i n another two years 

would be chaos . I t old hi.m what a wonderful 

opportunity he ha d for l eadership at this time 

i f he voiced the mor al issue involved in the 

inva sion of Finland . 

But he spoke very bitterly and cynically 

ot 

The President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

The \lhi te House . 
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of the League , descr ibing it as "debri s" . He 

said the only country which could possibly speak 

v.1 th any effectiveness nov1 was the United .States , 

and it VIOuld do no good for us i f we did not 

fqllow words with act ion . The onl y l engue.ge 

which had per suasion these days , he said , were 

"Ttinks , Bombs , and Liachi ne Guns" . 

Ee is sending only a Civil Service servant 

to Geneva , and i s sur e the meeting of the League vnll 

be a fi~zle . I talked to him at great length in e.n 

atte11pt to point out the opportunity he he.d for a 

genuine peace effort at thi s t i me , but he could 

not see it t hat way. 

I e.m reporting my conversation i n detai l in 

a despatch to the State Department . 
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