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THC COUHSCl.OROI' THC OCPARTl'CHT Ol'STATr 

WAS"INOT'OH 

februery Z, 1940. 

Dear !.lr . Pr ealdent: 

Tho encloned oommuntoation was e rew 

minutes &go handed to Mr. Mottet, Chief of 

the Euronecn Divis i on , ond myeelt by the Irish 

Minister with the request thot lt be brought 

to your attention . 

The Preaident 

Hyde Park, 

New York . 

Yours ve ry sl::i~erely , 



"'t>ar Ju.iC:f koore: 

IRISH LEGATION 
W••hlnpton, 0. C. 

2 F•brUIU'V 1 >4C 

Wlth r~r•r•nce to our ~1ecu••1on on the 3l•t 
Jlt1.mo 1nd ye@terday, I ~t~h to ~et ~UL the clrcumPtance•. 
and : " ·:. '.!: b~ rla.i l r tbr~· •trft b,.-ou ..... ht to ._r.e not lee 

or the Pr••ldent . 

On AulN•t ?5th, 1939, a h~mh eimlod•d ln e 
ll'tre~t 1 1 Cove-ntry. Enelan~. "'."1111nr- t'1ve oettPflrpby 

end ro11nt1tnl( 111eny othe-rfl. Invest1p-et1ons showed that 

the homl1 had bef'n conveyed t::> the nl•ce ln ,. c,irrler

blcycl• •hlcc h•d be•n left ltenln>! •P lnet ~ ~All lo 
the street . It •'88 dl•cov•t·od th8t thlP c!U'rlcr-h ' cycl~ 

had been nurchaaed ou1te on~nly e rer d~ya Oetor~ by a 
man na::ed Ptter RarneP . Tt.1• "l.'an ,.t~ r .. "re-~ted ,., -ere 

~lao tour other nereons, namely, Joee~h HP~ltt ~nd hie 

~lte ~ry he•ltt, Srl~id 0 1kara, cother of L:.ra. Htr!tt 

A~~ E i:.en nioed Janes R1chard1. They •tre all t1ve 

chsr~ed r1th the murder or Mi•• g1e1e Aneell, one or 
the vlctlm1 or th~ tx-.,loel?n. It t'lll nroved. that the 

hO•h h•d htrn ~IUlur•cturtd ln t~o hOUf< ~ccuol d by 

the he.,1tt• and lwre . O'Hern, Pnd th•t Rlohord• had 

htloe~ tQ ~""e lt. On behalf or R1c~4!'de 1t ~•• Pt•ttd 

thet lt wa• never lnten~ed that the b~~h •houl~ exnlQdo 

1n the e~reet, but th•t whll~ 1t w•• htln~ conv•yed 
•o~ew~ere •o~ethtn~ ~~d vonr •ronv and un8et t~~ nl~n . 

f'arnee 
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Rarnee o~atod hle only car t 1n ~he buo1ne11 •b• th• 

nurch••• end delivery or the bicycle on tho order• or 
t l.e l.R.A. Both Btirn•• and !Herard• were 11:ecbera or 
the I .R.A . The Hewlttl •nd lb-1 . O'Hara contended th•Y 
dld not Xnow ..tlat .... , volna: on 1nd they ,..re round not 

il'Ull~y . Rtcherde end Barne~ •tre found l'Ullty ~nd Ptn
tonced to Math on Dooembtr 14th . 1939. llro•nes •hen 

•enteneed etete~ c•lmlv tt.a he ••• lnnoc~nt and hla 1n
~ocenee would one day ~e nr~vtd. Rlc~erd1 ~~1d he ~~8 

not o rt-old to dle ror Ireland •nd thet he • •• oroud to 
"'1ve hls llfe ln a !UPt eaur:e. An Anneal rroa the d8eth 

~~nte'lce •a.1 tl".ro•n out on Je:nuArY ?3rd. I think tl":e 

e•eoutlon• ore !lxed for L!onday next, the 5th of Febru
.ry. 

In en en~eavou.. ... to curb tl.e actl v1t1et ot t he I.R.A . • 
drnailc law• havP be~n n~eced by the Irlah Gover nment, 

and 1n th1a ~tier th~ Gover~e~t haE the 1uonort o t 

tl.e vut maJor1ty of tl':e peoole. The 1aec!iate objec
tive of tho I.R.A. 1&, ho~ever. 1dent1cnl ~1th that of 

the Go~ernment, naa:.ely the re~un1r1cat1on of ! reland. 

The I .R.A. believe t~at th1• a1m can be effected by 
force and t!rrol"lem. The Govt'rnmflnt, on the other 

~nd, believe thet 1uch mett..od~ only retard the cau1e 
encl thst t he obJectlve can be etlalned by =•thoc!o of 

peace end no11otlat lon . I bell eve that ln th1• r e•!lect 
the •YlllDathy of Aaerlea would be ~1th t~.e Oovern~ent. 

Until recently th~ relatlono bet•een Ireland one! 
En~l•nd •O lon~ emb1t~ered had •hewn e mark•~ chan~e 
tor the better ln " vro,..th o r unc'Jerctand1nt"' tmd fr ' end.11 

rul 1rur 
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f<ellnv •nd th1e fotlln~ ~•• refloot•~ •monv•t the 
frlende ~ r hoth countr i es l n America. 

It 1E tear~d nOY that lf thete two ct~ are 

tx•cuied, t he ~1ff1cultle• ot the Governmtnts concerned 
elreedy ~o•t ~111 he vs•tly inoroe•ed 1nes~uch P8 1t 
.. 111 pr,11re ayr.nett.y both l n Irel3nd 11nd ~r1Cli t or 
tt.e cen 1tnd thl!1r ~ef.oc1e.teE "'ltf. e conaeouent "fil'1tl<en-

lrur or the influtncn o f tho•• ~ho he11•ve 1n '"~ •dh•re 
t~ ~eacefJl methodr. 

!t 1~ ooe•1ble that the Pret1dent mey think 
•ell or maktn~ eom~ rtnre~entatlons to the Brltl•h Gov -
err.:e"'lt 1n c:-.e. t.:st t.er . 

Yours vtry s incerely, 

ho., . R. 1'18lton Moore 
rnunFelor o! the Dtoartment ?f Ststr, 
We•hln-ton, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Pres i nent 

a ;Jpolhnt ment to 

I wi s h to congratula t e you upon your excel lent 

I r ela nd 

/I ff 

Wi ll s ee you soon sncl thank 

c , ..£ ( ) 

' 



~"'~ W"''-~ "10.JS~ ~ Sy • 
WASHI NGTON 
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1~2 , "C"..aet. 78 r tr~et. 

?: *" York ';'. l t7 

:.:Y d ear F!'"tnklln 

l'hen In rlorldo ,. ~ei-k 160 r.!,!.l Blc~ol 11'9-d ca Y'lat 

you meant. t o dO "hen you went baolc: to tty~o Perk. I ee 11 l Cl1dn 't. knO'lll' 

"ut PresuClt"l'l tho t :; "" "OU :LI t' ~"' on ''rte kind or lob. I'• •• 1" tho i 

you OU£h~ t.O :u- ~.a 14'ven t.y fl ve thou an~ a year .. lt.h one art l cle a •• ,,, 

Thle ""8 about "}'\.at t.he C.P. syn1'1C'Jlt.e .tervlc' P61t1 Lloy:S "eorge. 

T think !.!Joaollnl oct e ll!fntl:; loro. The onolo .. d <rom i3\ c.cel 

1l'~1cat'"t t.t""t. 1 .. ~r." • t4en you '·""~4 anjt.h1ng or th1t! •lnd on hi! lrO:Jld 

l\ke to blA on lt. thl 1 ctn cio no ha:-':l1 ~l"'.Dtever you w.1 l"..nve l n :tr.". 

r :QJnt t.1,111 j'O' t\g11 tn ho" t.o rrl bly k tnr11 JOU hi. ve been rn~ how 

tl>Jch -a l\PP ... "C1et.t> l t. . Thi St.c te 0 "'Pt. · rollo .. , i-e:-e •on"'crf\llly klnd 

"::ve-ybO..,y ti.De b,.~n eo r~r1t1.'1g th.It. I oc. a 11 • tle rrl!ht.~ne1 :.!".at 

11. P'O • o ti:~· t.e~d . The Uayor Me elven me 8 apec 1&1 l ott.er t.o DeV&lera 

er.~ :;o"'r fr1en1 1Archb1sho;> Spellman a ;>er1•:in.l note t.o t.he "'s;>.e l 

:·ur.c!o 1.n Dublln. I t.h1n~ t.l:e;; c.re l\i~q t.o l".i..v• Z?ell::an tn thls ~~b. 

He ' a o r·'lU1_1hnock "ut. I bol1evo a f\no l"J:t.n rtioter an~ lJJ por cent. 

Amarlcsn . 

'Vo 'a:L] "'\In 1.to ,..Ol..'"b a lo,,.d 1ng bfl:t'Or& ... e get. brc~ ~t. dcn't. be aozry 

' or t..E · Ir I t>.a"ln't t.hl t Jo'=' l •t.~..il.a ha•1e btten wo::-..::1ng to ttake ~:.o 

r.ount.ry roel1 .. e -here ·e 'W l ll bo 1 r- 0 er1r11ny "'ln~ . I Jt' ~ tur;>rlred 

t.o " ln., •')!'" :>" -..=.,. l,.1,. ln£ peo~lti 1r ""&r&eOt..f •C',1t c: t.t.,::_'"'lvee tt.11 

o:i :·o,..r oher~ "or t-..J yeare ard ::1>r~ . 

'101' ~1~"'• ;;?u an,. '""n ' t leL th~:ri 4t1ll yO\I . It t.t.aj f~rce j.J..; 1n t.e 

•• '"f ~ . --
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p 
y Perle , ~&rcb 27, lOLO. 

I too, deer Yre.nkHn, aa laid up with a beeetly cold but •o 

ore so anxtoue about you & tha Par1" Her ald ne.y• you may flO to 

'llar" <;nrtnae the end of this week . 

We are oreying t hat you do - I an ult~ Flunor a long 

!!OA•ipy lett.er but t wtll spere you . 

Everyone here is cheer ful ~ they say tha hotel i~ quite 

l'llll - T&k• precious care of yourself . 

David ~ends lova . 

Devotedly , 

(Signed) MAUDE 
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Maroh 20, 19.a 

!>ear Mre • Ora.r 1 

I haT• Ju•t tal ked to Mra, 
Sbiple:r, Ch1et ot the Pauport l>iTition 
i n t h e State Department a bout Jere. Crooker. 
She eaye t h e rule i11 thl\ t •• tew people 
ae poeeibl• are pel"lllitted now t o go into 
the 1011oalled dangeroue area. Row11Ter, 
ehe 1usge1t1 that :rou write to Mre. Orooker, 
outlining the neoe111t:r t or her be1ng 
wUh :rou and aek Mr•. Crooker to 11nd the 
letter w1th an appl1oat1on to kr1. Shlpl•:r 
at the State Department. llhe hope• that 
it '11111 b e poellble t or her to get her 
pauport . 

you both. 
I do hope all GO H well wlth 

M:r att10Uonate greeUng1, 

Mr1. l>aT1d CJra:r, 
Aller1o.n Legation, 
l>ubl1n, 
Ireland. ma.l/tc b 
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/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

3/?:7/40 

ME !O FOR MI SSY 

To cRll Mies Shipley 1n the 
Passport :l1v1 o1on o~ tho Stnte 
Dopnrt'1ont "~nd as!: hor 1! 1t 1s 
poss i ble tor iCRther1ne Crooke.r 
t o cet " passport t o so over no 
seorotnry to l'.rs. l)rny 1n Ireland, 
1n Mny. 

I r the MSWer la yeo , ce t 
h ol d of Mrs . Crocker And tell her . 

F'. ::i. R. 
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F. D.R. JO .. N ES 
(YES SIREE ! YES SIREE!) 

W O ll DS • M USIC •Y HAROLD J. llOME 

Sun 9 by 
FLANAGAN 

A NO 

ALLEN 

LONDON PALLADIUM 

---- THE MOON 

TO S EE ___ _ 

Geo r qe Bla c k 's Show Shop of 1939. 

CHAPPELL 
' tUHtlO IN I NO\AHO 

Price 1/- Net 
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April a. 1940 

l>9ar Dartch 

:u h p-an4 '° ,., '°"" ,_ 111111• Ul4 )'OIU' l11fonlaUon le .,., 1ntereaUng. Ha•1ng heard noth111£ of ate. I take 1' Via' 10u and Maude ha•• 1&1'•11' oro1aed '219 •4a11g.,._ Oii• areas• and are 1natal 11d 1n Ula' ••rT de11ghttl11 OUT Of Dubl111. 

I ha•• bean 1 lowl1' bu' auralJ' t.llllJlg ott an 1nteaUn&l. flu 'bug and - golllg to R::rd• P&l'lt tollorrow tor bO or 1hrH dAT•• I hope '° G•' ' o Van llpnnga 011 Cha "'8nUath tor a week. 
Ve are ••PT happ7 beoauae Cha ~· Agre-nt Elt'9Allon 1111 ""' Ulrougb Che Sana'• '°<lAT wltbou' aaendun•. 
Tell lla-4• we are t«k1ng oare of Mra. Ol'ooter• • .. oar. 

Muoh lo•• '° J'llU bo tb. 

F. ::> . R. 

Honorable Dart4 Ora¥• 
UD1'94 llktea M1n1a'9r to Ir.lan40 Allarloan ..._.,lon0 Dlabl1•· 
Irelaa4. 

\ ' 

f dr/bnh 

.. 
' 



oome , ?.:arch 21, 1940. 

U1J <leer '3011 : T ha ve j uot come b~ok • r om en oul!1ence "'1 th the 1'.>ly F6thor 

on~ .. a nt to 110 · j::J' 

t 
O~" I r •port ,..h1 le 1 t 1e frc~h l n m:; mlnd . 

moe~ge torl t t~st .. . ,. 
nophe~ sr.• i1n all •er1~1ene•e 

" 
ln 

muel'aet1one o• t,o Ireland he " OUl" O'lve th~ 'r\ ~" t::'. He t nq1.11ro<1 vary 

• ornestly about ;- er·. ,·OU' ;o.· ~ t•a l•h on-' egk·,.. r " t.
1
a bout , ou r plans 

for a thl:·• •erlll. I ea 1~ you hsd told no c..,.., r:'ll't :;r;.; 1r.ten1e'1 t o do 
• :;:'erE vl.O lly 

)'-·~ ~hg· tho ravpl c ,. clo•r to .-o... },r;p3• thf.t ;·(t.,. r.ould bu tolll) .. ~; ,(, 

roet f:>r but tl.uL here woe 15rttve J, , .. \. l ... l t.t. V tl t:'C I .. 
~ 0\. :_l t:ht to e ra ft.oC: . !he 1' j pe c c.1d

1 
he h...a e z::ore 1r.e1eh-:. 1r. to !..t:-.J;> e.: 

• 
~r'e lrs than on.,- A=t!r1:nr ! r:ct . Pc s"04'.;1 ·1,..rJ .:11~:.~ .. ~~ ~rJn ~8J-.l.' 1 

·c '.•' 1t "'"~ tt.oJ gr ea teot benefH to hlll. t o have h lm 1eo that h1. could ~ 

<! 1rec t !1. •orl!l8 tlon :in~ t.lme ~n~ cc1c.' t t-L t he hopethe a:1ght have hlm 

•• • 
El .. E:;e . I •r.ld thli~ lr1 t! ... rol>t.Ure or th lr~= • tob • -
or.<l he eo ld the t he lo.,ke<' r 1 th r egre t tu ti:" tlllJ ..,l-.er. tl.e t.GPOcl.:. :l.l 

"\IEt :11 .• ,, ·:o::c : ·•1rrte~ ly or T11ylor , ;1l~ry~ lt. ~he ll'.00 1. nffoct10!IOt.o 

... ri:e . 1':·11•,r.tly lt lu.• been ·nr; euccocaru:. Pl .,;.. .. :.g :.1,ol'.ly too .:i~ 

::-.. - .. ,r -;,::t 1rs1d he 1c;re•9.,d l:li:: as ve:-0 ~r.trlllt;er.: er.• <.ulclc a nd 

etra l ght. . Po !lb~ er. tlr~ cor.~l ,'encu :n t.1 tt 1te b a.;r. or " "v1 . .,;! -

' vn t.e .. '!'!.o IJT.'' l'restlon "8£ mostly tn o;y tt>rrlbh french. I WB.6 

. • t ..... ~croe n•- 1 t tlcrri.£•ir.e eltu&tl.:> .•• c. r '61 t aj i. r . .:>;~hlr.s 

Ar.e then oo 1A tha t u 1 r he had any ao lu t l on ror t . 111 l r1£h 1.1uea t lon 

t~.11t you "oull ~" grateful becc. u~a : 

l . TZ.. ! !"tch \lfl.C~ :te1r.to.1ne~ an a norr:a l ar."' ,. :cos~ eor Ll .. uout:i 

vr1rceu r .. o .. :1=er~con~ !ore1gn r el c.t1on1 ..,alch n.e great• :ts J.>rlt,; or 

/1r.~rloone r uren t eA 1wlthout be1ne: oblo to dv 'n;;th lq: cbout. 1t . 

2 . l!erc\.&e ur.t1 l lt ,.as s olve' ~~ • ...,, rreecure ,._ rc:i;ove~ t~.cre "l ~ 

llke t o continue ~t.;~ ;reAl) ~d 1o.i ~ .. .ic.11t.cs "Vl1nat Cr.thollce lr. vlol 

a~:.:i1, o f tho apl r l t sl\<l lotter or J;; Conetlt.utlo.1 11. e1tuat1o• 

l, 

" l ,. 



~ 
• 

• 
11. 

llay I co me 1n ahe aelted. 8111 1a up top I 1 11 Jo i n h1m lat.e r 

' T 

' 

' 

,. 
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whl ob .. de l t praot1oe lly l mpo•elble t o el ' ot • Catbollc to the Pr•• •~-
oy. 

~ r' l. •
1

; oi. tt•~r .~'...~r .. ? !l. 5rihl:. T •t U yea ,thl! t t ~cl vot~~ !or 

hla: and woa huir1lh tod that he ehoulcl ht>ve been beaten on r ell.;: loi.s 

~rour.de1 s lthough I •es a s trong prote~ tsnt. He gave the lu.prucc lon of no t 

hov l .. ;: :'.\.cl-. ".le tal'...ed :irtoT1'1e<• c, # Ireland. I 0 1ked hlo lf tt.~re 'l<e<'e 

any :;eel.al 91ahope ln Irelond tha t I could l oo..c t ? f:>r g1.1clt.noe 

qa t o fact s s.l'l<l cond h1one 1 not 11pparent t.o tho ' Y6 . He ea 1d the 

l'u nc lo t o 7'hOlll Arc:1'llr c.i: <P! llman gave u.e {> l ' tter1 ros very as tute 

and sound . I then went at. -:.l1u :;u~etlor. 'or tho anc,.er t<> "!:lei , I 
• pr1nc l ;>lally " •nte<! this Jntervlew 1• hlch l a ho" !or could the Church 

ap;lrove s clleestob lif;llment ~ r. Irobr>Cl 
1
1f tha t r1o re s prl:110 tuc tor ,, 

lr. & ooa:proir.l ec eulutlon or th~ uls ter queatlon . I i. t.h~ ... ,,, of 

• t1-1 1el! general1t1ee lr. ,,.hlch h' pl tchel! tho l n tervle .. ! c->uld not 

oa' thle ~ 1rectly ac I ssld . The Catholic B1ehopt I lcnow ln kCerlca 

t~ll a:e thst t he; ~o riot regret thelr entlre aeparatlon froa: the 

e tete7tluit on th~ contrary th&y f oc l thE> churoh to be etronsor an~ 

llOr<' epi r i tus j l a~ s consequence . He pi cked thl& up ""1th" /lbcoloun:ent . 

en" -ent on to ~eacrl~e hi s c~n~~pticn o f the church as be lt g eplrl tual 

ln r..e ture an~ o a:ong " en to orrer " er. r<J ~ge an1 5")J;"C t13 or ~ .• -or) 

rtrens t h . P.OYll G var: ewphatlo &bout thl~ a:> tlu. t. r f~el thll t 1f t.he 

quoet lon were 

there. r made 

•.etc .-t.lch ---. 

everf t o be r eferred 

l t clear thl! t you M., 

had :tad e eettlement 

to Rome ther~ V'OUld bo no obj eotl on 

11uti:orl-P.d re or.l y t o ex;lli>rc . " ---
thus far 1opose1bl e , t o explore 

,.. . thou: csklng ooc:mlttmonts ll poealble forl:l!ls or solutl on on th~ 
~._, >-- ~ 

cpeclsl ground o • l~yl1is the q1.ea tlon ,,ln the u.s . sr.d on tho gener~sl 

ground of fu1 therlng the good ne1gh'bor pollcy or peooe end unhampe r ed 

trad l' • I have tsl<tsd less frandl' but 1n the seme s ense to McCauley 
1 

tho !rlah JJ<Jt•i c:1n1rter lo the Vatlcan 1sm to l.'.t,. 'flt ltc thb Trli.l. 

l'l 1 ht~r 1.0 the Qu i!)nsl. They lu::vo boti': " - •1. v~r) helpful sr.d re{onelve . 

They urge me l n Lond on to get l n t o touch not only wlth oulant;i,but 

y L 

ll • 

I 
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"11th tho T:;;rJ "lec;ent s thi;t advi ee Ll3te r. Tl.lr I -'cu. c: .. -1tl.t.u t 

1 e i1~ E O "•: '~ il :_ or < • <l' .. :1.L • l <.I lcr • r- (, vr /;; ';;r ~ • 
• 

( ! 11 ~t.· , ~ ~a pe r and y our emba ssy boys coem t o s~ est& tlll 4 . p . m 
~ 

no·,· tluit ::lu rr.n e r an<: hi e .,·;hirllWifl has pa esed out to eea • ) 
" 

You - e r e •rery wi s e to e enO n:e tl:.ie way for tl:ee conts.cte e r e very !'!elpful. 

I l)r-opo:; e to r ix t!.'. s i..p '.'or t he Oep" rtment 'bt. t v. l l l send 1 t to 

you w~ cortple t e t:> be s ent over at y OU!' d 1 ser e tlon . Liy feel lng i s t.ha t 

none of thi ~ el:oul-' lei; n: out , t hat as long 11s I et& r.d~ t he t he s 1s;t.at 

your fOV<rnmcnt 1r. lt:: [ Ood n e i ghbor pol i cy n!lcoou: anc e t &r.0 5 r vadJ to 

¢'ass1st1 \ f r r--q uest t ed 1 ov<Jry Ei<J ~uetment roi;k l ng f or pea ce and ha r mony 

b.- tr·een natlor.e fr i en"'ely t.o u s 11 c·an ' t get ir. t o trouble 

i.'.y ron Tayl or 1.mcci.;l::t.-.cl ly e ot thi s aud i enc e fo r me. It wEoe ea l d 1.0 b e 

absolutel y l. mpOE i; ib~ for t 0d.E1 ;y and tomo:·row s nc I rrust l ea ve Sa turdu ;r ~ ......... 

I ;• fi c a eeply moved !'<Ir o t t he end when the Pope ea i d a ft ;;r ~Lui rgl~e to . 
• 

e xpr eP.s the mos t crd i al sna f r 1end ly Gc>nt1ment e to you , " I 'e,•l(y ou a spec 1t.~ 

bl 'e: e l ng 1 a ve r y s pec ial bl e se ln5 . " He ' e o c,ood 111Sn Boes . 

Tc ke Cr. re o f Yourself. 

Aff 

I 



• - U. s . Legi> •. loon DUblln . 

Ai>r ll 8 , 194 ) , 

rn~ rhlci' ~r;· hr v e oacaped your r•FUl•r lnforu.nta . 

Flret , Tho -hevt plvnt1ng a long tho coas t al plane between Nt pltta a nd 
0 ome •PP•rently haa ud e no prov1alon r or r o tation. l'rocUc5lly ~ 
the lan~ ocept £Dr<len p lots and v1r.eyaroa le l n whes t. xou :.ir.ow tha t 
thle cannot go on. Somo of the r1n t er • hes t l oo ked pre t •y ye llow 
thou~h on the wh~ lc It &eemec" to pr oc:lee a c r op l f they got raln . 

Thls !l.eld true all t he •ey north t o th~ bor•er ea fer a e one could tell 
froir th' ral l .. oy tr1 ln . 

s~oonc . rn ilUan re ~-'>c! thre • houro ~nd I took !.:su•e to tec tho Ce the -
•rol. lie ca:e upon a r:a c lot :>lf t 91rthds) crlebrat1on ln the •Gwore • 

• It wes about two t ht'l da fl.lll , cH ten i.hOUH•r.~ reo~le. ,. f •llcr bul~t 1 1 ~•' 

ti'e Ducu rcr orat lne >Ith bl i; t~eture a ,l?very tloe he e t oppe<l ror •o>?l•u .. 
n ct.eerlr F r ec·.1~ c,,)n.: .. ~t ~ t • h hll' !O" .• 

I J I I 
-. : • '?J~1 . ""l.J:1 .;: • .::~ , .. \' .. ~~ collage yell Of old Sha oh. Then .. 
the v "OUl" clsn an~ f O Al al •1 l lke our boy•, but lla ten t o t hl o . NOT 

OllCS d id a stnelelndlvldu•l ll!!l;Lclat> or c~ ln the cro .. d reaoord. 
I tlot s daim har.d cthctlUx ~ 1d the ~eller get exceot the claqu•. 

There wee no r •eentmant •ealnst him. He V'OI t h•re d01• ·t: hit bH but. 

"""" nobody ,. 1nter~• t . .,, . I t. ,..fl& 11 lco • to:-r lbl• Cf'\ r oou 1.:t c•1J:-ch ,..1.er. 

wvctr:· ~n l JO.! • otr ' . ,;._ . .. '• 'l: t back halr. Ver y e.xtraordlru. r1'. 

~n• the maln 11 r e or the pr1nc1oel &troeta go1ng on •• 1 f tho re were 

no eh ow. It looke •• 1 r ~ a~vertl ... .,.nt h.!l d induced 8B lee reell tenco . 

Thh'd , I round out 1" l'• f1e • roe: the orner ., ~ th• one I t• ll•r. tact >ry 
Itallon 

that ct>ku ALL tho ... chine guna tor the '°' army that t here wore no 

en.i that the army 

I 
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" • • very abort 1n 1t.• quot.a s o f tha t arm , The D. can ha•• no 

aarious intont1on or •:arching . 

I n P•rle 1P•t. lll-phy wee ohBf mlng a nd put me i n touch a t once 

with Se&n J.l.Jrpby , Irleh .!l n l s ter to F'-1 nee . l•e' e delightt'\Jl fellow 

en~ liko 11.a c~hite ln Romo urged oe to explore the Brltle h Oovarnml't 
• 

poa1t1on on P• rt1t1on. 141ud o htid flu i nd I apent "'oat or cy time •1th 

Zean J.!Jrpby •nd ou r Ecbeaey people who • ere very nl ce and on t heir 

toe a. 3111 Bull• t ha1 • goOd ahop there • Pot !Alrphy very oble. 

Sa11 Du1"nty i ll'med btely on arriving in London. #• asked liB ud e and 

mo to lunch • nd 11e ta lked very fr•nltlJ'r I t oking tho poeHion that 

" I lw:, teken r i noe leMln g to'1it . Ii;' Government ls 1nter ee t ed l n the 

t rlah queatlon on~ lte eet.t.le::ent both becouoe 1t. le ln• e-ea '"<l 1n the 

p •ocet\11 s e ttlement. ot all poli t ical qu eot.l ona and becau se 1t. exo~ta 

an abnore& l uiiAc•r: ic&n pr•eaur~ uoon Amor l oon politic& &nd policy . 

I •"' exp loring the fact.a or the s1tua t.1on i n order to report t ho= ,, 
t o my g overna:ent . I ao not conducting a negotbt.l on or proooa 1ng a medlat1or~ 

Dule n t y "S• very dou btt\ll o! llX 7n•can.x any succoas w1th °' le'•-, 

Hi • i dee 1s the t 1t. "111 tel<e yesrs ,that the most tha t can b,hope~ for . ...... 
1n a rusonable !\Jture le a Join t comc\H 10n on r oode , or aa art exhlb

H A 

H1on o r e v en a n all J rieh football teac. But he ea1d 
• aa ke e xplore a"a7 an • 1f you t •urn uo a ny cha nce tell us . H.e adYleed 

eee1ng &ll the "gnfl1eh I c"'11lt1 T" lth ow •cb•-r •••1"" J~•· 

w~ got tn Lodon on • l a .l:1rmay:'rl dGV erternoon , lunched w1th Oulo n t v 

S aturday and on Sunday wen• "" t,h._ Ol')on ""'"Y 11 n~ d l n"'1 qM • ~•nt. · h~ 

night w1th Joe. I t old h1 a: •hat I we e trying t o do a nd he ae1d so 

ahead and ae far a1 you l1ke on your own. 'lrdl I got buay 1nd aow 

~sn Wallace, Oa'fld llarguuon ch1er Tor y wh1o al\ll auppoaed t o be the 

moa t po,..er f\11 1t11n 1n Enfland. He errenged q o:o e tl.ng S1r Her aoe '111bon 1 
' Chu mberl.il in• ucreta-1. I elao t s ltted Ireland w1tb Oliver Stonley 

I 
I 
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Anthony Ed en, l'.a rold N1obolaon end the Duke or I>evoneblre who la I greot 

•"m1ror or Oevs. Aho Ylth W. Churchill. I lunchOO wit h h 1m 1t the 

Adm1relty April } . S1r Kolloge floOd wsa pr ese nt t or a time . It wse1he 

day he wae al>J!fled out or tho a 1r m1n1otry . Churchill roa r ed ror e t1me / 

ea1d he waa a1ck or them ( Thel:ri&h I tht.t the .s:r.glhh l'.ad ylven thel!. 

a yene r .::iur eet.tlec:cnt ~ l .. .a.t. 1==~111.c-l;; •.'\ .i hEJ.:.tr t"J "",..t(lA. ti~ 1r 

m1eht all be t rue but tha t a ppa rently no Engl1ehman had graeDed whet 

Irelrnd rea lly "'•n ted, t ha t wee e generoue recogniti on Of the lr1•h 

contention t ha t .lr teh eovero1gnty de r1ved f rom the ).r1eh pe ople uld not 

rrom the ~rlt1eh crown Then I told him the etorv of David Roblneon 

now a DeVeler• aenator. Rob1neon wae the eon Of a pr oteat1nt i'locooel 

d eon or a county not fer from Dubl1n. ~e went to what correaponda 1n 

Irel&M to f aton, then Tr1n1ty College end "hen war broke out 1n 1914 

volunteered 1 ;mt e oomm1aa1on and fought ell four yea r s 1n the 1ntentry . 

He los tisn eye ~nd I b el1eve ~a• ot he r w1oe wounded . Upon b~lng 

d emob1117ed he " ent out w1th the e11)n Felnera. I e skod h l m why ho d1d 

" that1aftor f1ght1ne; four y eare for Engla!¥l. " Booaus e, " he ea1d, England 

1a trying t o auppreea cy country ' e 

went out on Dev' e •1d.jagelnet 1 t . 

" 

natlon•l 1tv . After the treaty he 
1:• •• # 

do t hat, 8 CtiUH. 
• 

I e•LI, wcy did you .. 
he u1~ / that treaty .. ,. lc;poeed und er d~•· I ea1d do yQ.l hate .. 
He ul<l

1 
I love Enl!lU'<!. I -.oult' a l e for her tomorrow . " Thon I u1d I .. 

can 't follow thle. If you were GOd Al mighty what '"0Uld you do . ? He sal.d ,, 
Today I would eet uD tho Reoubl1c and tomorr?w I would lllfl ke a troat.y 

.. 1 th £ngls nd hav1ne everYthln,' Just ea lt 1e n~ ." '.\'hen tl':ev oti,lUre~l 1 .. 

h e " tnt on a hunger 1tr1ke stl<I ~as carried out after rortT dava on 1 

mattr~aa. He Tent tn En~lend to r ecu;>er•te •nd 1tOPPed at Cliveden. 
c,... .,_ '-<- :,. : 

After two houra talk "1th Churchill 1t 011ce •OTn to t he ~"llo.,ln& 

~l· • m·•mo1re l"t.icl' I ,a: ~h;iat cl:lr.e h1c; tozr:orr()W bv the cour•.uy or 
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DoValer• ( t o "hom r ·~-<>'to1 u. ) vle tht Srl tleh 111gh Coio:o1ca1ono r 

Tho ilritleh pouch 1'aa hla ouggostlon. I t old h111 1 dl<ln' t want '9either 

his oenaora or the English open; l ng thoeo br ead or.l butter le t ter s to 

grl t l eh lllnl•tera. 

To ~o ba c k to Churchi l l . After lunch he took m. down to h1e eecret 

{ hart room • M eho"ed me the rlee t and convoy pOt l t l one . I Hld Iwhh 
. " 

the Pree1~ ont could see thie1 he eald he wi s hed he could , that you wou lc! 

und eret.am l t •hich I couldn't. . He aalc! h had tho right to write t o .rou 

direc t em tha t " '' one or hie best prlve l egee . I hlid as ked h111: what h e 

t hou , ht Cr & lgavon would d o 1 r Dovelera were ready to throw OJU the Hitle r 

Legation an:! thr010 ~ Se r e Haven. That Hs ao!tethlng e lse he aa l<l but 

1t ••• all un to Ula t e r. I aalted hl!!l whether l n t he case that !Ir. DeVelera 

~•• wllllng that I ahoul<i s ee Craigavon in orde r t o g et f lrot haD:l the 

third c l~ • to thle tragle triangle ho rould o rrange l t . lie eo l d y e s 

an:l 1 t ehoul<l be l n Lor.d nn beoauee then no one wou i.. he or· or 1 t. Thl!laet 

o• oourse woe all orr t he r ecord . 

All t he othor m1n1atere that I h8ve opoken or expressed grt&t hopo tha t 

somethin g could be arranged to ia:prove r elatlone, apolte with r .. nect.i and 

liki ng or l.!r. De Valera, onted not t ., embor&ee hi= 1n his preaent 

troub le a 'bu t ll~e Chu r chill, thouo;h l!2_t a ll e mphn tlca lly 
/ 

sB 1d t hat Ulat.or 

could not be coerced• It l a clearly up to Ur. OoV• l er• el'd Craigavon. 

Thia h the a 1 .. e i:e:o1r e t o Clrurchill a nd the other not ee ere H mlla r 

" I want to thanl:. OIJ for r iv i ng me ao c:uch or your time AM confidence" 

!.IY underatand1!\g or you r poracna l poel ionf e set rcrth 1n our t a lk on 

April }rd 1e H Ot' tbls 
l Un .. er no c lrcui:siaMee would you tole,.ste an,y ccerclon or 1:lar.er 

~1r~ct or 1ndlrect '>v vour rove rnreent nr nny othor . 

2 . · ·.,.. .. oi.l>' n~· •tsr>' 11 lht -by or en• eettl•:rent nnTlrl :rlnal tn the 



-
, . If t ~\.:I 1 !"'Or. ~r.t thll!' O•""tlf"a In quutlon could encroach e n1:>1 

~~i.en11nt !or the purooao or cone1der1ng meeeu,..~• ror the i r cut.ual t"rl

.t or e ·~ ,,. r,. t.y, '1urlnr the <!lu"'• '·1on nr ·he "•r ynu wou1-~ not d 1p111 nprl"IVfll 

In cr \ ncl"l• · 

4 .0n my rort l t "llB exnr~ep1:1 un"er1• ... :>1 ' ~t l wa a e xp l or 1.Jl 8 )file a1t-

' l ~..,, f n it<hlv le"'l(• x.· it °'lt 1•1< "D<•'X•<r: ..,,~K>·ic" x·;):\, XI'~ 'i!<"r"'/Vl!lfl(nx6t1on to tno end 

of Informi ng my .. -:_i r 6n~ rr;y sovernment~f th• ~sets •"1 not s uuml ng 

to propoae a me11stl on or to conduct a nego tiat i on . 

5 · lnthln the ll:olte of thle un1 e ra t en11ns' fee l oyse l f f ree to 

~\ecU'I your position with Ur. OeV a l er• 'roe • com I h ope t o gather 

ln'orutlon es to hl • poeltlon . 

6 . tr Ur . DeVe le r• an~ •,he Ame rican Aml>aseador 1n London ar.ould 

r·lee no obJectlo:i to rr.y .. e Ung an ln te r vle• with Lord Crelgs·1~n ror 

th• purp~ : o o~ ~bt$1n lng ~lroo t from h im bis posit ion In the pr e aent 

s i tua tion I sha l l write yl)J s go ln aaklng ror sugges t i ons •• to the 

bea t wa y o r meeting him. 

Pleoae • ~c ept my gr~t•fu l app~eclst l on or your cou r t e s y snd bt l lev• me 

Xou:-a Sincere ly 

We arrlv•~ Ss turd ay l:lD:-nl ng ln 1lublln
1
Apr1l 6 . DeVnlJ ers ae lc d that 

I be brOUl!ht ~? hie o'rl c e a t 12, }O •M ~e t.a llcod wi th hl o: and tho 

p or1tt>ne:'lt un~er secret.arr • n1 our ?lcvugh Ull bsl f pea t one . I gave 

hi : your ptr eona l ceeeage aa rollowa • Tho Pr~a ld ent hopea that you 

will be •ble to coo:e an~ vl c l t h i m thte aprlng • He t ol ls o: to t ell 

you that hle foreign policy l a aubet~nt lally t h e •• "'• ea your 1 . " 

He "B ' very cord ial an~ tell<od fra nkly or t he dl~!lcu ltl. e a or t he 

a l tuatlon • hlch I w\11 eumn:arl r e ror you l.n a n other P• r•gra ph . Aa 

.. . left he spo ke wi th 8 ~ood d ea l or r eeling of t h e a l tu& t\on ho 

~•• In wl th the hunge r atrlkora one or • hom l e • eon or Count Plunlcot . 
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<lhothor to l et thom d ie or roleaoe them and admit defeat. He was ob.,. 

T1ou1l1 muoh troubl ed, I h&Yo a t eel1na tha t ~ore1een 0Tont1 111&1 be 

g i n t o moTe rapidly bet ort long and that it 1• 113 Job to get in oloae 1 
touoh • 1th thee• people •• quioltly ao poaaiblt. During the night I be

gan to think about the hunger atri.kera and i n the morning I •rot• 

him a note in this eenet. " It i n your Tiew 1t might be helptul 

tor me to see these me"'1nd tell them that t he Pre1ident ot cr . s. wae 

endeaYoring to promote the aolution ot all politioal di!terenoea by 

poaoetul politioal meana
1and that the Pop• r eoently had apoken to 

me in the same Yein I would gladly do ao,1! the thing oould be kept 
ot striotl1 priTate ae at all ooata I muat aTo1d &n,y action capable ,.. xx 

being interpreted aa med dling with ~ internal pol1tic1: 

The next morning his aeoretary t el ephoned
1
aaking •• to oome to his ; 

ortioe at tiYt . Ht aee .. d gratetul tor llll' otter but said he t hought 

it would be int erpreted aa weaknoaa on h1a part. They would not ... ~ bel ieYe that he had not instigated the v1a1t . That 1! the1 oamo to 

oall on ma 1a1 they doubtleee would1then I oould take thie line . Ht 

•a• muoh tougher about them is this time, aa1d he wae not au.re they 

were not blutting. Bolan~ia Juatioe 1.an1etor on Sunde1 had 

epoken publiol1 to the etteot that tho l aw oould not be changed beoai.... 

vio l atore of i t appealod to publio aympatllJ. I thinl< he baa dec ided 

to toke a firm line . Be &eked me to s t•1 on and we d i eouaeed the 

AJl&lo lri1h eituation. I t old him that t here ••• no us• 111:1 pretending 

to be per10D&ll1 neutral . I wae prepar•d to bt abeolut ely oorreot 
t ao r eproeent ing a l\l'-tral power but t hat per1onally I wae 10 oppoaed 

to H1tler1em, the peratout1on of Jew1, the rape of Its ot the 111&11 

oountriee 1n Yiolat1on ot expres s and n wi, aa4• pl1dg11 that I coneide~.J 

t he euoo111 ot the all 111 1 .. lalialx de11r 1able • I said that in ~ 



7. 

opinion 1:!' fermlllcy' wore at Glbralta.r, Suez, S1n&apore, Hosg Kon& 

ahe would alao be at ,6e r11111.da, Jjaaoau , J o.ma1oa and tho Ii indward 

and Leewa.rd ~elandaj that elle would talce our South Ailer1oan trade S.. 

from u1 over night, that Auatral1a wou.ld probabl7 be taken b7 tile 

Japanoe• and South .l.!r1oa by the'f.rman1/that we would be condemned to 

_.,..,.at.ta.axll1 armed eel:!' de:!'enae :!'or generations ; that muoll aa we 

might reeont oerta1n praotioea of £ritain ebe bad pol1ood the aeaa at n~ 

own expenao and had given ua on the whole a aqua.re deal, t hat I would 

rather go~ on •1th her than with Hi tler, that 1f be thought this d1a

quali:!'1ed me aa an Amerioan Aepresentative I would aek to be relieved 

and go home. 

He eaid he fel t muoh the aa.,. •&)'1but that hie people oould not aee 

that they were in danger until it wae up on them, that the I . R. A. 

had at1rred up the ant1-~r1tieh feeling again • I aaked him how 

important numerioall7 he thought the movement waa. He said probably not 

very large nu.merioally , perhaps a couple o:!' thousands of individuals 
/.. .. ' 

but that they appea\ed to aometb1ng very dee p in the tr11h Ilea.rt' 

\Ye talked intimately about Ulster and hl gave me a map ahowin& 

the maJority sentiment i n each of the a1x oount1oa. Ho cla1ma 

at l eaat two of these oount1ea are overv.helmingly !or union and 

are 1n e:!':!'eot being COERCED. That is b1a line. The ,8r1t1ah r e fuse to 

ooeroo Bol:!'aat but connive at the ooero1on of theao two oount1ea 

and elements 1n the othera. 

I all aaked him about aeeing Craigavon. He aa1d by all meana 

i:!' 7ou oan arrange 1t 

" and Kennedy. I would 

correotl7 that i s 
• f ' 

see him myael:!'/ he 

with the oonaent o:!' the _Erit iall .. 
t n 

said but lie will not aee ... 

Then I led the convereat1on to the po~t I waa appraohing. I ea1d1 
· auppoee I aaw Craigavon and eaid to him ia there 

any pr1oe you 
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would be w1ll1nis to pa7 ae a tr1end or lirita1J1 tor ao•eth1118 usetu.l to , Britain in tho present orisie that llr. DeValora might ~ant you I 
De'falera aa14 Inn••Hal&zaa*ullaephxu~zmzuaiau&Qu.>: 
'lllan~rllna1ttiza•n11.&xJacaaainaW'9•2J:.'11Uaz•••&a.&axaull&azpnxc u&xz&llaeaAtllzatll~z*••taagailla .. ~XlC what do you mean? I aaid 
let ua think aloud and eeo what would be usetul 
Berehann and poeeibl7 tho reoall ot th t Cer11&11 

• 

to Ena land • How 
7;: 14 Legation. !lo

1 he 

about 

eaid 
' ~le oould neTer bargain with our neut r al it7. There you baTe it ae the 
impaeae etande at the moment. I.Ir. DeVal• r• epc a.king aa a great gentleu' 
on one aide all4 Mr. ChUl'<lhill ae a groat gentleman on the other1 oaylnis 
we • ill do without Ila~..: what we need ( Berebaven and Allerioan 
money ) s ooner than put pressure on our IJlster triende. 
Ot oouree I have been trying to !ind a tor111Ula in which some oven aligh~ 
meaeure of ooncil1at1on between South and Horth oould be generoua17 
and ~:> Ii oonapiououel7 bleae,.by the ritieh Gonrnment putting them on 
record with ue in the o. s . ae t aTor inis some sort ot solution to the 
end or eaainis preeaure upon 7ou trom the proteesional anti• Lion boys 
in oaee eYente ehould make you want to aot. And that is ot oourse 

the real reaaon why I want to see Craigavon • It l a OYidontly a hundred to 
one obanoe but it ousht to be taken. It~ too important all round not 
to be explored . 

11llai !'Ye been Tiry lucky eo tar but don't think that I shall not 
probably end u,p in the aeh oan beoauae thie thing 1e lllce ,.alking on 
the eulphur crust oYer a t+•a•1orater tu.ll or melted laTa. 

When I think your day ie walking onr a hundred euoh !loon I beg1J1 
-~ ii:; undo rat and a bit, John !Lo nigh ,,ie -=9 dU a great help. I pre sent 

97 l etter• next Monday. 11¥ beat to Miea7. I think her Churoh !riende 
haTe done 

..... 
ua a good turn along kbe line • ,.. 
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In Faria 1 bad e.n intereet1114 talk with TOD¥ Biddle who wae Yer7 
t'ri•ndlJ • I told him 1 had heard you praiee hie work in Poland 
and that pleased hi• All thee• peo >l• haTe aaked me about th• third 

tera and 1 haYe giYen all the same anawer:tbat you h&Ye oontided your 
dtoieion to no one, that 7our oloee pereonal t'riend• want 7ou to 
reet tor a bi t belie•i114 that you do not want to run asa1n 1but that 
the7 are doubttul wh\her you oould retue• a nomination epontaneouely 
aade with fore ign &!faire eYery day g, tting aore menaoing.The 

Wiaoonain pr iaary eee .. illuminati114 over here. 
Deet loYe to Xleanor e.nd the tamil7. 

Sorry to have been eo 10114 winded. Will out it down next time. 
So tar onl7 three oitizene haTe written ottering to aell me doge 
and only one opportunitx to buy a horse h&e appeared. I am not the 

euooeee the papers here make out . 

~on't b ID!cl~d b7 l.ll1 r ' porte tha~ you a1gbt gei troa London aboui 
Jo~ louilte the cont!denoe ot the i'll«lieh. Tb .. ·11 proN.bly is 
orit ic~"" on the part o! tll<l nobe ho hac bean teedlnc fO" ba ~ 
g~i~ aboutl\~ut ove?"J a1A11le one ot th• important people 1 t&ll:ed to 
puid hi• vo17 hi&b ~arlw. They trust hi~ and tnow be l a doi ,.. 

Il le Job in t ha beat ""Y tor you. " uttn.g the l'iunoi o at taa117 [ 
lu:cah wl th !lo ve~h toioorrmr althouah I e an 't ollll on ha till &ntr ~ 

/.....,., I pr uent rq le ttel'11 next l.!oDA~ . Tl.a; n:re not ••ry otrong on protoool. 
" 
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April l l tb, 1940 . -<.~ { 

My dear Boas : I got presented this morning, big show with the army out 

and a ll t hat . Mr . D, kept mo atter the aot and p1Ull8ed in attar a mom • 

ent or two . He said be was terribly wor~ied about the lloNegian 

sitaation • I said what did you think o ~· the President's announcement 

oondemning the rape ot these oountries? . • That was very good ," he j 

said but do you know anything detinit e as to the milit81'7 situation 

in Nor 'Nll¥. I am atraid they are going t o take Sweden too . " I said 

I only knew what I read in the papers." He said , " we don't want to 

know any ot the English seoreta and make a point ot not knowing 

them. Can you tind out tor me about t his Norwegian sit uation. They 

will know more in Washington than here . I s aid txz•~~t.xi~ it 18 

announoed that r emmunioation baa been cut between Norw11¥ and r/aehing • 

ton but I will try London. " I am oalling Joe up in an hour or two • 
• I will tell you about it l ater. 

Pers onally of course I think your condemnation of this l atest 

outrage was the top . It baa gone well her e. The Irish Press w ,ioh 

whi le not off icial tries to follow or frame t he Ooverlllllent polioy 

printed it this Monday morning as enclosed although it was laat weeka 

news . The Dublin Independent and Times bot h Opposition papers 

with ~ritiah orientation gave it today only inside paragraphs. I t was 

an evening paper story when it oame out. I have talked rather frankly 

todate with five or six government people and ALL give me the impressa~ 
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if be i ll8 definitely anti-0.r man and pro-ally. I have the feelill6 
... 

that if they dared they would go a long way towar d auppX+ting 

Britain aa they haTe no illuaions as to where they would be in osse 

,.. " 
Britain goes down • //hen I say dare I have referanoe to internal -
politios. Ri ghtly or wrongly thay believe the oountry would not 

be with them at present with the I . R.A. extremists stirring up 

trouble. In a day or two one or more of the hunter strikers will 

give up or die and the government will have a showdown. l\y gueae is that' 

a death will not stir up any serious t r ouble but of course I have 

only Just got here • Your oonsul in Cor k made a graphio report 
Of 

of the SaturdS¥ night rai d on the Cork radio station and~the following 

publio demonstrations in favor Of the hunger strikers. ~ says that 

his impression was that the orowd was apathetic and merely ouriou,11; 

not st irred. The olaims of the soi-dis ant government are too fantaetio . 

I f eel that you have be en handling thi s world s ituation for the past 

two years with unoanny skill ,first getting the Amerioaa lined up 

and then prooeeding with a realietio view of the probable course of 

events to prepare politioally to me et t hem • The day before we l eft ~ 

Florida I wa11 closeted with the Pr ei dent of the Bank of Sar asota, 
, isolations at 

a typioal1 t hin lipped lllddie neatern').Republioan immigrant with a col d • a 

bankers eye . He said" Vlhat do you think &bout this war2 11 I said 

... " 
what do you mean? He said , Well isn't it about time to find out wheth~ 

it i s our war or not T If they talte th Briti11h fleet they will be 

not only at Gibraltar , Suez, Hongkoll6 and Singapor e but at iermuda, 

Nassau , Jamaica, the Lee~ard and ~ind ard !alee. They will control 

the b1l7i ng 111 and aelling of Europe and they will talte away our 

South Amerioan trade in t wo weeks . \/hen a guy is willing to do your 

r ~ 
., fightin& for you are,!ou silly not to give him a su., an4 money{• 
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{;he ·room has grown da6ferV/Re:H'e having a bright yO\l.U8 snow etor~ 
~suspect these people~ing t o thin.le on lines similar to 

my banker !riend but it ie going to be elow going be!ore they -..will oome 

to the point o! ottering Bereliaven !or the duration o! the war . 
c. 

They gave u s a big and very well done dinner last night in the 9~tle' 

l-t • l:gM. Most of the Cabinet were there and ;;e tal+ked till eleve>i 

thi r ty when ll.aude rose and went home . L!r . De Valera keeps coming baok 

to the Ulster question ineietil18 that the British are making a 

terrible mistake in not settling it . Last night I told him that 

he might be making a bad mistake not to take advantage of the 

international situation to do someing bold and ~riginal euoh as he 

loves to do wi th hie own people; that this wee obviously the time 

' to oonvinoe Ulster of the Souths friendliness and that he oould 

obviously do it by taking some !~:l~ t o aid U1ater in the war ... . • 

Th~he oould get hie oonoeeaions,..... He knows this is true but it is 

a hard pill to swallow in his pre sent etate o! mind . I am making 

a tudy of hie epeeoh on Partition delivered a !ew months agoJa copy 

of whioh he r ecently gave me) together with the debates on Partition 
19 'LI 

in 11westy ~••· I 11hall either write him a letter or make a report to a. 

the Depart ment in whioh I shall try to portray the situation as I know 

you would see i t 1 but o! course without making any suggestions • 

As a group ot u s sat around last night, De\'alera, Sean T. O'Kelly, 

Aiken, MoEnt ee and one or two others they began to tell about their 

be ing in Jail together
1
the night before Dev was to be t ried . Everybody 

so !a.r who had been tried had been 11hot. They told Dev that he wee 

a goner end out buttons o!! hie ooat as souvenir s . O'Kel ly got hie 

fountain pen. Well t hen to brighten the 

trial of him ohargin& him with bei.ng 

evening they held a mook 

a pr et ender to the 
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I slands of Something or 6ther. ( some rooks down the bay) and finally 

oondenmed him t o be shot • You oan't beat people like that . Thie 

companionship explains why there have been no cabinet ohengee, It 

also explains why the hunger strikers hurt eo deeply. Young 1?1unket 
w:ic..... 

is the eon of one of the men in Jail 1
1 
at that t i me. It ie ae if 

Livy Davie's boy wae hunge striking against you and you had to let .Alt 

him die. 

Your Pan American announoement oame out this morning and wae the 

big headline. You have I believe the support of at leaet eighty percent 

of the people here Just as you muet have about that pero entage of 

appro;val at home • Maude senda her love . She ie doing grand • 

Atf 
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Tue eday , Hay 7. 1940 , 

ley dear Bose : Our 1lioe Consul from Cork wae up here the other 

day with an earload ot " insi de stutt"trom a Deputy Commieeioner ot 

I 

the National Polio• and another high otfioer • ?t was to the e tteot that 
' the ~erman ~ Legation was gettin& meeoagee f rom germBD¥ every night by 

radioi and aoknowledging them by Jamming the two t wenty volt ourrent 
in some way, a lso that a landing of t roops by Submarine and 

ineurreotion in Junotion with the I .R.A. was planned • It was also 
reported that the I rish goverlllllent was eoutely alarmed over the 

possibility ot the seizure ot the ports by Britiain. Thie laat 

did not oome from the ?olioe . Thursday when De Valer a lunched with us 
I had a chanoe to speak with him and asked him it there was any truth 1 

,, ... 
in the report thet hie government wae anxious. ae s aid no ; no t hing .tmme 
epeoitio or immediat e • I eaid if you have any reason to be anxious 

l et me know at onoe for transmission t o my government. He s aid he would . 
I wrote Joe et onoe the whole story . 

I have run aoroee the trail ot the ! a llure ot the I rish Government 

to buy arma in Amerioa . Accord ing to the story some one in the Depart 
mdnt told weneral Brennan ohi e t ot etatt that it would ta, ilit ate 

bis mieei on it the ~ritieh Embaeey O.K. ed i t . Can you beat thet? 

I asked Mr. De, v. about 8etting arms from uw . he said the prioe 

had gone up so that he teared i t was prohibitive. I 'll have more on thi~ 

next week. 
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Belle Roosevelt and her elater tlew over yesterday t o spend a week with 

u s . K. had gone to Horwa.y. 'tie don't kn01-. yet whether he oame baolc 

or i s at Narvik. Poor Belle hae been having a hard time. She eende you 

and Eleanor her love . 

!.!aude is stove up with too much tea nar t iee and i e in bed . Haven't 

been tiehing yet . I acoompl i eh nothing and am buoy all day • 

T&lce care ot youreelt. 

Saturd.a.y am having Sean T. O'Kelly and wite, The L.attya and the Nuncio 

to lunch li"hen I have got through the cabinet I hope t o have some 

dope for you . 

Bless you . 



--
Letters !rom Kr. and Kr• . 

Gray eent t o Mre. Roosevelt 

to read and re turn ! or our 

!ilea , 
0 
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Dear DaTt.41-

lt 1• pa114 to an JOU8 ot .1pn1 
aan...a aDd I ~ ,_ •torF ot Joa 
taU: wt UI Oo-1 Plmkett ud bl• wU'e le a 
jo, - ..... , .. - "-• iratlaer pa ... , •• 

l - 80ft7 abcrat Pr•ldea\ .,... .. 
_, be a tlne &114 •olaolulF old patl.-. 
lt ,_ .. , a c1t•·x .. 11 Illa a.ow ~ I 
:npet lal• lndlepo•l ttoa 8114 eapna" tM llope 
tllat - 4aJ M 11114 l will Mff a •z I to 
-' eaob other, 

~ .. Loft tllle 7 IU •trlb 
- to 1te °""• 0.. t?alJls oaa. I tlllal8 
1tet dsed llr ,_wt.a r.iiu -i -..1 
tMt la~ pl&M9 U. \he world tile old l&I 
....,_. taae 1nu.u belltg ....,._, .._=::!"It 
_.. l• eo .. 11 no. Ulat la •• ~ 
lret&llll l tselt -.re 1• a Mflal ts - --· -
• .,.. o• Oe pan ot eeoon4 &114 OlM a ..... 
auoe lnah na ta ot?Mw nau- - '° feel 
'"-' 1r.iua 11111 ainrs • row&ac n.u 
1 ... lf. ftle ooatlnu:lt1~ 01' huaf;er otttU. 
&M oatr.,H ot all kt .... 1.a • .t. or o~ 
n ... oalF ......... - ot oompl•M In .. 
t.upeDdne• la other act.tou. 

All e1lllSe _,.._., ... ·~ 
r... Mate sta. It ws _. • u. <bM aa 
-bs» .... -. ea4 '' ... ..i, ia .. 
.... ,... ... , peopl• ... b •' ..... talk 
~'a ·- .- S.:ateJ!IUl ron - ... . 
Alta .U. 11lUllaM ..ttJ- 11114 plEllhl 
........ wU1 ... Ml .... 1lr • , ...... >J• 
WtU .,u1-. 



l llope latllelrlM Olookn will lie wt.tll 

'°" --· 1 no 1 001110 r<> tt•blac ntll roa • 
.. ll .... '" - aad 1 •lCla too Uiat l -14 
... row. lla4 lallde '° pt a lot mn •'ol'lH 
f1 rll ... llanl\ . 
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nil: WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINQTOH 

llay 8, 1940, 

llDIORAllDUl.! JOR 

MRS . ROOSEVELT 

Will you read and return 

for my fileaT 

r. D. R. 
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Friday Apr il 19 , 1940 , 

My dear Boes : I am in it up to t he neok. For an hour this after

noon Oount Pl unkett and hi e wif e and dau ·hter-in-law besieged me 

in behalf of their eon who is on th~ 55th day of his hunger strike . 
" 1\y line was : wh~ doe en 't your eon_!.!!.! tor his country? f/hy doean 't he , 

take legal and oonetitutional means to win a maJority to his viewpoin'"t? 

They kept insisting that the Irish rlepdbli o wae the only l egal govern
the I , R.A. wae legal~ 

and that conse-.uently "they must be treated as prhoners of war or 
II 

pol itioal prisoner• • I said t # o 

and another body proof lJmi ng to 

them 
1 

whet if we tour were the governm ~ 
hunger 

be th~ true government "struok against 

us! Should we g ive in to it? It we didS.S1what would become of the 

authority of ou.r government? • They said this DeValera Government 

is not a true government . I t does not represent a maJority of the -people:· l/ho does it represent? I said . •·The Englieh;'they answered . 

I said I had Juet been i n England and there wae nothing the English 

wanted exoept that t he trieh settle their difterenoe1 and get on with • ,. 
their government an4 mall:e Ireland pPecetul and pr o1perows • They .. .. have deoeived you 1they ~ •aid • I eaid

1 
would you r ather have the 

aermana over~running you ae they have DPnmark, Norway Poland and 

or would you rather go on a1 you ar eT The old man eaid I would take 
w 

a ohanoe on the ¥-rm&na • I eaid 
,, ., 

Do you mean t hat? Well he wain •t 10 
•• aura. I aaid If I were Iri1h I'd tight for En&land till the World 

was sate again,and t hen it I wanted to t igh• t E:tl&land l ' t get on 
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" ' with tha,t. All thie time I wae holding Countess Plunketts hand 
with one hand and with the other the old man's ear trumpet and 

batraling i nto it. Ever41 now and again we would all have a good 
l augh and then speculate on how long the • byea could laat . " 
Finally I said if you will get your eon to call off this a trike 
I'll throw up 11111 Job it .necessary and stand on the ea.me platform 
with him while AS All IRISH CITIZEII' • ( !!..ot as an I.RfA ) he speaks for 
hie caus e in a consitutional manner • Hie mother said • That would 
give the whole cause away. • Wel l I said that is the moat I oan do . 
Then with protuae gratitude tor what I can't imagine1aa I roared 

oonaitiutional platitudes at them 1they parted as Flynn the man servant 
thinking I had had enough 1announced that Maude wanted me. John Cud
ahy had him t rained . 

In oontidenoe we have been told that the President Douglas Hyde 
hae had a stroke. He will JYr•tx probably make a partial r ecovery 
but it is feared he i s through. For .·eaaona of their own t he 

'' '• GoverI1111ent haflannounced it only ae a Plight indis position . I at once 
wrote him a not'l and sent flowers and l n a f ew days will write hi m 
that you have hear d of hie alight indiap4tion with *egret and wish to 
convey your beet wiaa11 for tor hie qu ick and complete receovery. 

We had tea yes terday with his sister and hie d ate• Mli his eecretav) 
who insists that ha is s aoretary to th~ Praaidency and not to Douglas 
l!,yde. A little friction between the Ooverruaent and the Vi ce Regal 

Lodge . Thia latter is a lovely old houa~ with the handeom~iat doore and 
Ueorgian mantels I have ever aaan • tt.ude made a maeh both upon ..._) 

!.!re . Kane , the aieter bll* aleo on the Seci•etary lf.oDumphy. She 1a 

! doiil8 simply grand , Bosa . 
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" Word has Just oome that the hunger s trike has been oalled of! 
on what t erms it i s~iaolosed. 

April 20 , Sat urday . ~of t he hunger strikers died laat night 
atter having gone o!! s trike. The morning papers give no explanation 
of the settlement of the ct rike . I! the government atood !irm it is 

a great viotory as I th1nlc there will be no more o! 1t. I wat +ohed the 
prooeseion t wo days ago1 demonstrat1ng !or the first lad~ die; • 

c.-~ It was l ed by a t etaohment of l ad iea l ook i ll& like twenty ,faiey liarr{man.S 
in Sam !rown Delta. ( You remember her in the last war ) • Then oame 

a aq*"d o! boy eoouts i n green ehorta .1very oold looki ng in t he raw .......-.. ,,.. morning 1then about a thousand down and out s presumably t heAunemployed 
doo.k:workers ~ who turn out !or th~se things as a matter ot course. 
No one seemed to be paying any attention 
has r eported privately on several r oent 

to them. Our c onat.l in Cork 

"' I . R.A ou1)tagea down there 
to the e!feot that there ar e a few determined lada in it but that they 
are not gett ing public support as t ar as he can observe , 

Your letter of April 5 has Just oome • I hope you shake off th~ 
intestinal bug. A little dilute hydrochloric aoid 1ten to fift een drops 
with meals in a glass of 1.ater I found very helptul i n toni ng up the 
d1geat1on. 

The I talian minister returned aq call this morning. c•eat un t;ype 
I / tree oivilizef • He oan think ringe aboUJld me but I plunged in 

and he went over the event e since 1919 f rom the Italia.n angle . ) 
~~e Rr•e•nt 0 1 roumet o nae1 . Finally I eaid It I were the Duoe enQ,).-al not want t o t ight aq 

newapapera would be doing Juat what his are . Se smiled and said 
•• " Naturallement , m• is lea Aglaia ne co• prehendent paa • We shall 

see but ae I wrote you laet week t he eigne are againat the Duoe goill8 
German with aotivt military support , ~ - 1A:.: ~{~ ~'-1 

-t~ ~a.._ ... s'> ...... ~ ._ "f"'f ... ~ . 
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" Eddie" Devonshire offered me some r. almon fishing in London and 
I am going down to the Blaokwater for e oouple of daye on Uond~ • 
I ~ ant a bit of time to iey-eelf. I Just oan 't keep thia damn basket 
of l etters down and nine tenths of it i s unimportant. AB I wrote you J 
begi n to under stand what you have to oope with . However .when all the oalll 
are paid and r epaid it will quiet down. I shall probably write you a bi~ 

every week but please don't have it one your mind to answer even wi th <\. 
' l "ne . 

Maude and I ar e both grateful for f ixi ng up Katherine Cfroker. 
She oables ahe is flying over. 

Aff 

P. S. We went in to the Movie l aet night and wer e stopped by a long 
I.R.A. prooeeeion escorting the body of the man who died after the 
hUll8er s t rike wae broken. Thi a waa far more impress ive and a1n1. tar 
than the one in the morning of t he dav before. There were at l east 

~ three companies of fifty or s ixty me~eaoh1 of I .R.A.~who marched 
as soldiers very smartly t hough no t i n uniform and unarmed1and were 
determined looking l ade, not the bums of the other prooession. There 
was a long hal t and they all stood impaa3ively in the rain. It was very 
grim, a dedication not to love of oountry 1 but to hate of the establi ah.S 
order1whatever that might be . I belt ve there ia something like a 
college secret eooiety peyohology in t his problem. The young Join i t 
la.rgely beoauee it ill banned . 



P. S. 2 April 23. lte went down to the Blackv.ater Sunday , a lo~ly 

c >untry but found the river defini t e ly" out ot order" beoause ot the 

rain and came back the next day without wett i ng a l ine . Hope t o go 

again when the water drops and cl ears . I oalled yesterday ~· very 

i nformally again on the Nuncio and t alked with him tor an hour. Ha 

ie beihg vary kind and le giving me hi s advioe. Aa long ae I follow i t 

l don't thinlt I shal l 

in confidence that t he 

/·or the I . R. A, It 

get i nto any ee r ioua t rouble • He tells me 
iB 

caneorehip aza dryi ng up the s i news of war 
J-IA.·~4 

pi nches the cash and cheokaA J In his view 

without tunds t hey will rapidly los e eff eotiveneee . Can yo~ beat t h i s 

one: He has f j und out that a number ot t he toughest I . R.A, lade have 

r ecently Jo i ned the rlrt t i eh al'Ul,Y. He t hinie the whole movement i e 

very largely a matter of unemployment . It they could ge t Jobe 

that suited them the ~ovement would t aue out . The Government did 

not weaken on the hunger strike . It w1w celled 0 .1.'t by the C. O. of -
the I . R. A. I think the Nuncio himself probab~y had a good deal to do • ii 

wi th it • We are 1111kill8 him and the DeVeleraa and Gr anard to lunoh 

next Thursday. The Nuncio eaye Gr anartl is the 11oet popular man i n hie 

oounty with all three parties that i s i eluding the l . R.A. Can you 

beat t hat one ? 

Juet had a oha.rming l etter f rom Bill Bullitt who eeye that what you 

chiefly need ie two weeks with the ho t sun on your baok and no work, 

Try to get it. You'l l be no uee dead , 



!.ly Dear Bose : 

i1ay 12, 1940 . 

_her u 
The reaot ion(to-your ,.. 

to the invasion of Belgium and Holland 

stat ements and pol icy in r egard 

i n Ireland seems to be very 

favorable • I think it ha s had a good deal todo with Ur. DeValera•a 

firet condemnation of •er~ made yesterday in a speech to a Calway 

• Part y meeting • The Government has be en afrai d to talce this stand 
, ,L also / 

up till now . Of course the Pope s stt ftue Must <bave been a factor . - /\. 

You probably know 1 but I only got i t .'rom the NJkio the other day 

that the Vatican had forbidden ite Uun~ioe for t he past two years 

to accept the hosp•tality of wer man Di plomat s • I have to go to l\Uloh 

~r with the 911an Minister in the near fUture and the Job of get t ing 

Maude t here is one I despa ir of. She will probably be ta.Jcen with 

lookJaw on the fatetul day • 

Yeat't~#day we had the ofi'elleys ( Sean T. 1the vice president and an ad~ 

of yours ) to l unch, the Nuncio and th• Sir John t taffys a s well as ~lle 

Roosevelt and her sister. J:i went off very well. r ara pretty sure that 

the Bri t ish Government appreciates the folly cf attempting any kind 

of a coup agains t the frish port s 1 whether executed by the French ~a~ 

or their own • I get nothiil8 f rom ,iatic an souroee which ma.Jcee me 

suspect that the Duce 1B goi ng to war • The Italian minister an wiJe 

here are very ant i - Oeman but t hey ge • no news f rom Italy • The lluncio 

has the only newa
1
whatever that may br . 

Belle went of f yestereay afternoon wit~ her s ister Elizabeth. She is 

a darl ing and all K1
1 sine havP been bl ot t ed out , She got a letter from 

hin\1-ay before yesterday f rom Uorw•v bu• f 
..., • . o.rse it sal~ 



2. 

nothing. Le et night I was a guest at a big dinner given by the P . E. 1; . . -(t,lubl ?oete I ?:d1tora 1Noveliats to I.Ir. Smiley ed<ator ot the frieh Times 

They were bitter against the 1riah oeneorehip but no one dar ed 

opPnly to oondemn Germany1 althol18h they f eatured the Czeohllalovak 

envoy and his wife who are \C still her e . Smiley had the last decoration 

conferred by Dr . Benes . I am going to oell on the vo{rbue editors ea 

an old newpaper man. I thinlt it may giv me a better slant then 

most others • They gave me a big hand b fore I made rtJ/f epeeoh and 

dead s ilenoe afterwards . Draw your own conolueione I didn't say 

anything except that the :frieh wel"\nio e people and had geed newspapers . 

They probably resented it . One speaker qu~ted Doctor Johnson's remark, ,, 
" The Irish .a are a Just people. They never speak good of one another . 

I have written a personal letter to """hbishop Spellman thanking him .. tor introduo ing me to the Nuno io end t_.tl1ng him the ei tuat ion here . 

I am not s ending it t hrough the pouoh. 

r hope to get otf on rtJ/f two days f i ehin11 trip thie aft ernoon down 

on the Blackwater after whioh I go on t o Cork to the Consul's wedding, 

I am always on the telephone with the of tio : e • loly love to everybody, 

~tt 
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ENCl,QSUR£ 
TO 

Leiter draft ed 5/1? 

The President 



-

My dee.r Mr . President : 

~ •' x 
\Ji ~ARTM£NT 0' STAT£ 

WA8H I HQTO N 

L:ay 20 . l 940 

I attach a draft letter to Mr . David Gray, 
American llin1&ter llt Dublin, which you may w1eh to 
send 1n reepon10 to hi• letter dated April 30, 1910 
in regard to the Legat ion residence at Dubli n. An 
ottic1al 1netruct1on ia going torva.rd to Mr. Gray at 
an early date . The instruction will be in greater 
detail than t he proposed 

Faltbtull 

Enclosures: 
l . Dratt lotter to 

Mi nister Gray. 
2 . Copy ot deepatch 

r eturned. 

The President , 

The White House . 

to ~:r. Gray. 

~reary~ 

J 
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April 3o, Tuesday. 1940 . 

i!y Dear Boas : The enoloaed editorial ! rom t he 1ri eh Pres a of 

yesterday voioea I think the growing anxiety or the government in 

regard t o the situation in Norway , The ~rman newe ie d1eplayed very 
4 

prominently i n this Government owned paper but I suspeot the motive 

i e r ather t o br i J18 home t o the man l n the street a sens e of hi s 

donger rather t han to celebrate German suoces ses I t hink the 

Government !a tryi ng t o find a way t o lead public s entiment .i 

to prepar ednes s and t he ~I~x poaa i blli t y ot mi litary cocoperation 

with the Allies without giving t he I .R,A., a .luul4.bx weapon. There have 

been no visible r Gperouesions a1xilucx f rom the explos ion i n the ( a stle 

l as t week , nor thus tar any arre ste . 

The enclosed di spato h to the Department explains itself . It would be 

very bad Just at present to oancel th•· lease of this house i n the 

interest of bureau r eorganization I have Wlderatated rather than 

over s tat ed the faota. I checked it over yes terday afternoon with 
an 

the KW1oio and he s aid the Government looked upon us aa,,.ineuranoe 

policy and an abandonment of this Gover nment o•.vned building would be ..... 
looked upon meaning 

" 
oometh1ng in the nature of t oa.noellation by 

the 
~ 

mass of people • He s aid the Jr1eh are l ike that . What I have 

no t yet told the ~epartment ~nd what I a rn only t el l i ng you ie t hat I 

I have been exploring the possibility of buyiJ18 thie place. There is 

an :frieh l aw forbiddin& the alienation of government property 



but tb•r• ii a 11.ltelihood that tbey wlll r epeal tbat tor us • It 

you approYtd thie and it oould be brouaht about I would •U&S•st tbat 
whoovor ia tho Demooratio oandidate th1o aWMler misht sot the benefit 

ot the t r aenaotion in New York and l.!aeoaohueeott1. A sood d•al could b• 

be mad e out ot it I think with dedication ceremonies and that kind ot t 
t h1"4• The ~unoio suggested that it the place ie surrendered asainst 

the wiehee ot the Jrieh CoverUJDent it m1~ht have r eperouaeions amons ) 

the Irioh with us but I should doubt that . Those that tour over here 

and are enter tained are !mpreeeed and ~ratified that we are in tho 

former eeat ot nritieh tyrr an,y but not the maeeee. 

Don't get the idea that this i s a sybaritic abode Very l1 t tle has 

been done to it ill since 1765 except aomo editions. Tho f loore are 

common stained pine floore, the bathe are primi tive, i t i s shabby
1
an. 

1' I 
lived in but it is a s entleman•s houee and mar• ellpusly adapted either 

tor int i mate home life or for throwi114 open tor entertainment. I~ 

t hink i t could aerve for a lons tice wi t .out &ny expensive r epairs . 

ilhat endears it to aax.tJi.xtluc U.ude ane me is its home ·like atmosphere 

like that at Hyde Park; the view ot tht mountains aoroso the Park 

meadow and the memoriea and shoats tha t are here. Arthur Balfour 

was here eight years nearly,James Dryoe, Augustine Bir rell, Coorge 

wyru!ha111the lons sus ceeal on ot i!:n,glish l iberals who ruled Ireland 

on ita way to Home Rule. There is a plate in the" Ballroom"(it looks 

like a nuraery playroom}·e,ying that Lo1'4 Frederiok Cavendish died on 

this spot. Hie great nephew Lord Charlie told me this the other day 

at the raoee . He's a sweet path.otio runkard. 

Your various recent proclations and announoement• have bad a bis 

reception here , Tho DeValeraa(bot h ) , the Nuoio and Granard are lunchi~ 

with us Thuraday. I wiuh you were goins to be here .?.Ira, DoValera 
is making a gr eat e ti ' xoop on to oom... Tako oa~t youraelt Att tr>-A ~~. 



141tor1kl trc. th• Ir11h Pre11 ot ~pril 29, 1940. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -I tJaU)' ... lh<lr lndo...,._ are 
fylalol. IAllUAllJa, 'IAMo. fl"= 
l&nd, -la. Ooomark. NorftY. 

NODe ftll 10 ~ wbta the 
-.--..r ~. out u nnJ9d. 'ne 
Fin"" took no -wtlonL Yet 
wtt.hln 1 ftw monU.. lhlt pll&.at 
.-lt WU ftcbUJll de>puat<Jy 
lOI' - ll.I We aa•ln.ll one ot the 
sr-tat Powc:n ln the "·orld 
wbJ.c:h 1h1melf!Nl)' tel upon It. 
Becaute the people or Finland 
were united they were able to 

I 
1ave n1o•t of their ltrtitory from 
conque1t. Denmark and NoN•ay 
l)rttel"Yed the t r Independence 
durln1 the lut war and have 
known peace for nearty a hundred 
yea.n. tn a alngle nlcht Otn·· 
mark had IOlt e\·trythlng. her 
tndeptndence o~rthrown par· 
t.laUy from lnalde. Norway, also 
bttrayod from within. .,... half 
o~rnm btfore a blow could bt 
llnltk. 

Y •l lhla war II ocly btglnning. 
It la now dtar that 1t 'tlrtD be a 
•v Without .:ru))W. without 
muey. Otht-r cations undl'?'· 
st.a.nd that eo •·tll that to-day an 
Holland I• at.and.inc to arms. The 
COil or her deft.~ ii tn tht 
nclJhbourhood ol £40.000.000. In ' 
Belflum ~.000 troop& a~ 
mobUIMd at enormou1 OQlt. In 
Swttterla nd there a.re hill-a
mllllon mtn permantntly under 
annt and the women are prtpar-
lng lo aid them 111 defence oC 
tnacpcndcnce. Jn Sweden the 
whole male population bttwecn 
tht &If-• or 16 and 70 have been 
put under a compulaory labour 
decree for national ddtnct 

THE DEFENCE OF Yet hut In the Ubtrated part or 

LIBERTY 
lr•l•nd lh•ro Ott pubUc mtn ... ho. 
IJ1 lM DAii ... ... lb• COl!lltry. 

I N the 06.iJ lut •·eek. .Mr. a.car cevtl at the compuath-e!y lllly 
Traynor, Yinllttr for Ddtnert. )'t&rly eum •pent on our ddtMlf:. 

recalled a recent sta.tement by a 1wn which In the nauont w.e 
Mr. eo.n~. Oopuly Cloogra ... h• .. ...- -Id hudly - • 
be aid, llal-: month. Aa .. u. thaa publle Dien 

• · u u. -...'tt -..q .. "-- do noi hellu.te m this tune of 
wM& ., ""'. - lk A,., unh"t:ral ~ to atttmpc. to 
:-:=-.::..:.:...are..:..~,! LGjure the~ al tbe A.rmy 
......,. _. ~ ..,... .,. Motif and make lt thi ah~k of 
..... u. Army u.e •"'"1 o1 mean p6l'tiAn poUUca. Tbty 
fflllWf c1u.u. •• """"'t -u... • make A.R.P. a ca.u.te for jibing 
........ ,.. ......... .. , , ... It.I! nd I h 
.....,.. ., _.,.....,111: J>eoputJ • • n eVtt)' way t _ ey can. trr to 
~'"-,,'• ,....., lll •T "'"'·" •"i'11t 1prcad dl.i.N•t &mong our people. 
0. Mr. Tn.)DOr, .. _, It I• UM! \Ve trull that the tp{rit In which 
'-w." 01 eu•ty mm'lkr • f IM r-tr. Colgrave 1poke and ~e 
(kn· .. nanwia\ an4 of e.\r17' ,...... I -"'I r ldl h I 
""o 101· ... llbforlf and wtlo "'"''bi !o-r't!§"'" ti un 0 nr l tmee ... tiO 
to m.a • that lJtMorty."' M•r u1, when one aJtcr a.oother 

That th•.t baa a.lway1 ~n lh• lht li&hta ot freedom are betng 
national attitude wu not In q~. •ill IOOll t.nd th.la aorry 
doubt. but i t i.a valuable t hat it be PftM!· 
stated now ln poiJltive urm.a and - AU ll&J'lle1 In the St.ate a.re 

tlb&t the Oppooitlon ltader &nd clet«mb...s U..t lhll lb&ll not be 
lbe lllnloUr for Def...,. allwld &nothtf Dmm&rk. But tbt 
mall• p1a1n to .n lbe mind ar lbe corollary ar u.at 1t..aat &11 
Jrilb lieoolt. obould - 16 put S1llllaaal 
We~ that •l Jut our def.- .- ... -
~ ................. pmi- DOllUoal .......... )' .. -
U.0. ,... Bve ID. - tbe war In .. aa IMdlJac -= lb&t 

i::C. ~ ~~ = ::::" 16-;.=-u:~ ... ~ -= Not IDdudlzc 4i&ltrlo Udo -"'!'lz ... • doa"1 t. ~x'OT'k'' tile ... "" h' rl .. I - ... 

, ......... - ""6llJ ..... put...., ..... --
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LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dublin, Apr il 29, 1940. 

No. 4 . 

Subject: Legation Residence . 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

Tbe Secretary ot State, 

\Jasbington . 

I bave tbe honor to state tbat during my 

period ot instructions in \'lasbington in February 

1940, l.lr. N. P . Davis, Obiet , Div1e1on ot Foreign 

Sarvioe Administrat ion , intormed me tbat it 

wae intended to combine the chancery or thi• 

Legati on with tho Consulate General ottioes in 

!.!errion 

' 



Uorrion Square , Dubli n, in tho interest ot errioionoy 

end ooonomy. Re stated that instructions •ould 

probably be sent to t ho Legotion to give notioe to 

our landlord , tho I rish Government, or i ntention to 

ter::ilnete t he lea ae on the next rent day , which we 

supposed was J.:ay l , 1940, but w!l1ch in reality proved 

to be April l. Six months artor auch notice th• leaae 

may be surrendered. Re also ausseetod that ir I oould 

rind o auitablo house tor a Lesation the Department 

would consider t akins it on a ton year lease end 

t'urniah it. These suggeat iona aeoi:ed to ce wise alld 

onoa with w!iioh I waa por sonall1 i n aycpathy. I t old 

!.!r . Dana that though I had not been in Dublin ror 

t ivo years I t hought that a auitablo Legat ion residenoe 

could be round either in Merrion Square or in st. 

Stephen'• Gr een or some similar location. 

During the rirst weak or the f ollowing April 

I waa in London pursuant t o th• Depart:ent•~ orders 

and waa interviewed bJ the corre1pondenta or several 

newspapers . One or these a sked ce i r I !<new the 

Legation in Dublin and s t ated that my country ••• 

fortunate t o have so suitable e house . I r eplied 

that I knew it &lightly but that it waa probable 

that we would oocbine the otrio•• with t he consulate 

General in town and give up the re•idonce, in the 

interest or etticiency end eoonOQJ'. I was under t~ .. 

i mpression t ha t wo were talking orr the record but it 

was undoubtedly "'If error , a a all theso new• r sportera 

have boon extremely scrupulous in their reports. 

Opon 



Upon my arrival i n Dublin on the morning or 

April 6 , l roun d that the repor t had been published 

in Dublin and , as I wrote tlr , N. P. Davis shortly 

aft erwards , something or a teapot tempest had ap

parent ly been stirr ed up . Ur. John t:acVeagh, t he 

Charg6, informed me as I got Ott the shi p , tha t i n 

the absence or specifi c instruoti ons from t he Depart

ment , when called upon by local newspapers t or com

ment upon the interview With me i n London , be had 

sta ted t hat I must have been misquoted , that i t was 

true that it was t he i ntention of the Department 

ultimately to consolidate the chencor y of fices wi t h 

those ot the Consulate General but t hat he knew 

nothing of any plan to sur render t he lease or the 

Legation , Later in the day llr , de Valera received me 

and bot h he and the Permanent Secretar y tor External 

Atteirs , !!r , Walshe, asked me i t I had instructions to 

surrender the lease. To both I replied tha t I had 

r eceived no instructions but t hat I.tr. UacVeagh had 

correctly atated the poli cy of the Department as to 

consolidation. I then wrote r.:r . ll. P . Davi s sub-

stantially the above sta tement and informed him that as s>CD as 

I could tind out the views ot the Irish Government I 

would r epor t. The t ollowtng seems t o be the situation: 

I t appears t hat the Briti sh High Commissioner , Sir 

J"ohn l.!attey, had been trying to f i nd a satistaotocy 

house since hi• appointment and without success . Upon 

r eading the announoement credi ted to me in London he at 

once addressed b1msslf to the I rish Government asking 

permission 



permission to take the lease over . ?row it appears 

the t t he last thing t he pre3en t Government ot 

Ireland or any future Government conceivable for t he next 

decade wonts is to have t he British High Conmilssi oner 

install ed in the house tol'lllerly the seat or the Chief 

Secretary t or Ireland under the old resime . They feel 

it would give color to the charge alr eady made by the 

I . R. A. tha t Ireland is governed from Westminster. 

Furthermore , they would greatly pr at e r not to have to 

tell this to Sir J ohn !.'.aftey. Consequently they feel 

that our vacating the premises at thi s critical t ime 

wou1d embarrass them. 

I rind also that the suggest i on or surrendering 

the lease on the ground• or economy excited surprise 

and something akin to r esentment , - surpri se because 

when t he renewal or t he lease was effected by my 

predecessor two years ago he was (so I am informed) 

told to fix the amount or t he rent himself , and r esent

ment because the Irish Goveniment had very r ecently 

reconsidered i ts decision to close i ts pavilion at the 

World's Fair at the express r e quest or llayor la Guerdia 

and Alfred E. &nith and at a cost or fifty t housand 

pounds which they can 111 afford to appropriate . It 

was on grounds of economy that they had previously 

decided not to re-open the bui l ding. 

llhat I tailed t o understand when in conference 

with Mr . N. P . Devis i n Vlasbington and what must be 

difficult tor administrative ott1c1ol s 1n the Departmen t 

to 



to appreciate , is t he very \UIUsual position ao 

oorded to the Ameri oen Lesa ti on by the Irish G01 ern

ment and the Irish people . Both Govel:'4ment end 

people proteas to believe that their i ndependonoe 

woul d not have been eohieved except tor our intluenoe 

exerted in their behalt duri ng the World \Var . The 

lite ot the present heed or the Government was un

d~btedly saved by Alllerioan intervention. I find that 

my predecessor, the Honorable John Cudahy, on these 

premises established a peculiar relation with the 

lovemment and was reoei ved almost as an oftlcial 

dviser, that he was invited to express his views with 

reat frankness and was tu1doubtedly he l pf ul to t ho 

Cl<>vamment in an entirely proper manner. Nat ural ly 

t he f act that s o~• twenty oillions of Ameri can citizens 

a re ot Irish blood , that Boston and New York have 

larger Irish populations than Dubl i n , that poli tica l l y 

these Americans are an important factor in tho nat ional 

lite, baa much to do with investing the illm rioan r ep

resontati ve with a special i mportance which the repre

sentatives or other nations a r e the first to recognize . 

With t hese oiroumstanoes in mind it i s not difficult to 

unde rstand why tho Irish Government should wish to 

house us in one or their national monuments s i tua ted 

in t heir grea t park in Juxta-position to the Vice 

Regal Lodge in which their President is i nstalled 

and to the house also nationally Ol'IIled whi ch i s leased 

to the Papa l Nunci o , the pel'lll4llant do6D ot the 

Diplo:natic 



Diplomatic Corps . It is tho Oovornment •s idea ot 

doing us groat honor , not merely l etting housing to 

a Oh1ted States iani ster. 

What these oonsi daretions may be .iorth as oppoood 

to tho advantages of combining tho chancery Offices 

wi t h those of the Consulate General it such combina-

t i on must result in t ho surrender or the Legation 

lease , is for the Seoretory to dec i de, but I should be 

dere lic t in my duty i t I fai led s trongly to recommend 

reconsideration of the Department's deci sion and r estudy 

of this local problem. Dur i ng the present crisis at 

least , it would be, in lllY view ond in the view or t he 

Legation ond Consul a t e of ficers, most untortunate . 

Under the tenns of t he l ease J surrender ot the premises 

coul d not be made before Jonuar y l , 1 941, by Whi ch time 

my r esignation will be in the b4nds or the next President . 

I have , thoretore , no soltisb personal interest i n 

keeping this house on. But as a cit izen end tax payer 

I should reel a seri ous error of policy bad been com-

m1 tt ed in giving the house up . I shoul d a l so feel t hat 

my successor would be at gr eat disadv=tege perticul,orly 

as war condi tions make shipment of household goods so 

di ffi cult and uncertain and are produc i ng an acute 

housi ng shortage in Dublin and Vicinity owi ng to Anglo

Irish peopl e long resident i n Ragl and returning to 

neutral Ireland. He wou l d probably be obli ged to stay 

at a hotel , as the Cenad1on High comm1se1oner bes bed to 

do, The British High co:n:misaioner bas only just succeeded 

1n 



in f i nding a bou•o for temporary oocupation , but he 

has bad to go seven miles out or town. 

~ntil I have made a per sonal canvass or this 

situation I u not prepnred to say that no house 

suitable tor a Legat ion could not be toUDd "1 thin 

five or aix i:Ules ot the City, but I am told that 

it 1o unlikely . L;y fi rst idea or finding a suitable 

Georgi an house in one ot the aquaroa , I tind impos

sible. They bave practically all been turned into 

prof essional ottlcea or •walk up• apartnents . The 

squares have lost their residential character. The 

residential quarters have moved out practically as 

tar as th1a house is trom town. 

Vlhilo tho combination ot the ottlces and the 

surrender of the Legation houso would etrect a slllllll 

eoo.nomy , I am very positive tbu it would effect no 

increase in atticiency. Thora is practically no 

diplomatic business CO:lducted through tb1s Office. 

:~ot one pereon a month eo:ea to 1 t on such bUBinasa . 

There is oonai derable mail , moat or which concerns 

motters in the provtnce ot the Consulate General and 

ls r eferred t hi ther . 

As my predecessor has pointed out to the Depart

ruont in his report , the buainese or thie Legation ia 

representation or tbe Ullited Statee, the cultivation 

ot contidenoo and friendly relation• with the Govern

ment ot Ireland , and tbe careful watching or .\Delo

Iriah relations and their relation to Anelo-American 

rela tions 



-e-

r e l a tions . This requir es the tull t i me or nny 

~'.1nister in es t abl1shins personal relations with 

the vari ous key men in t he <Tovnmment . I have hopes 

of being able to inaugurate some new line s or trade , 

but i t is t oo soon to discuss this . 

Please understand thi s recOllll!lendation as ap

plying te:nporerily to emergency condit ions brought 

about by the war. Later on I hope to report certain 

tac ts and views r e lati ve to a permanent pol icy t or t he 

housing ot this Legst ion. 

In triplicate, 

F ile No. 1 24 . l 

00/mob 

Respectful ly yours , 

David <Tray , 
Ameri can 1:1n1ster . 
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