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THE COUNSELOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

February 2, 1940.

Dear Mr, President:

The enclosed communication was a few
minutes ago handed to Mr. Moffat, Chief of
the Europeen Division, and myself by the Irish
Minister with the requeat that it be brought
to your attention.

Yours very sincerely,

(Ui aiimyrmie.

The President
Hyde Park,
New York.



IRISH LEGATION
Washington, D. C,

Eire 2 February 1340

Dear Judge Moore:

With reference to our discueeion sn the 3lst
ultimo end yesterday, I wigh to set sut the circumetances,
and I would be gplad if they were broucht to the notice
of the Presldent.

On August 25th, 1939, s bomb exrladed in &
street in Coventry, England, killing five paseershy
and wounding many others. Investigatlons showed that
the bomb had been conveyed to the nlace in m carrier-
biecycle which had been left leaning aesingt p wall in
the etreet. It was discovered thet thie cerrler-bileycle
had been purchaeed aulte onenly s few days hefore bv a
man named Peter Barnes. This man wae errested as wepe
elso four other persons, namely, Joseoh Hewltt and him
wife Mery Hewitt, Brigid O'Hera, mother of Mrs. Hewitt
&nd & man nemed Janes Richsrde. They were all five
cherged with the murder of Mies Elsis Anegell, one of
the victims of the exploslon. It wee nroved that the
bomb had been manufectured in the house occuplied by
the Hewitte and Mre. O'Hara, =nd thet Richerde had
heloed to make it. On behalf of Richsrde it wae stated
that 1t wse never intended that the bomb should exnlode
in the etreet, but that while it was being conveyed
somewhere something had gone wrong and uneet the plan,
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Barnes eteted his only part in the husiness wae the
purchase and delivery of the bleyocle on the orders of
the I.R.A. BEoth Barnes snd Richards were members of

the I.R.A. The Hewitte and Mre, O'Hara contended they
d1d not know what wae molng on end they were found not
pullty. Richerde and Barnee were found ruilty end pen-
tenced to death on December 14th, 1939. PFarnes when
eentenced etated calmly thet he was innocent and hie in-
nocence would one day be nroved. Richerde epid he vas
not afreid to dle for Ireland snd that he was oproud to
zive hils 1life in s Juet cause. An Avpeal from the degth
geentence wae thrown out on January 23rd. I think the
executlons ere flxed for Mondey next, the 5th of Febru-
ary.

In an endeavour to curb the activities of the I.R.A.,
drestlc laws have been peseed by the Irish Fovernment,
eénd in thls matter the Government hse the support of
the vast majority of the people. The immediate objec-
tive of the I.R.A. 1g, however, identical with that of
the Government, namely the re-unification of Irsland.
The I.R.A, belleve that thie sim can be effected by
force end terrorlsm. The Government, on the other
hand, belleve thet such methods only retard the cause
end thet the objectlive can be attalned by methode of
peace end negotlation. I belleve that in thie resnect
the sympathy of America would be with the Government.

Untll recently the relations between Irelsnd and
England eo long embittered had shown s markes change
for the better in a erowth of underetanding end friendly
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feellne and this feeling wae reflected smonget the
friende of both countries in America.

It 1e feared nov that i1f theee two men are
executed, the difficulties of the Governmenta concerned
already rreat will be vertly incressed inssmuch ee it
will erouee sympathy both in Ireland end Americs for
the men and thelr assoclates with & consecuent weakern-
ing of the influence of thoge who belleve in snd adhere
to veaceful methods.

It 1s poseible that the Presldent may think
vell of making ecme representstions to the Britigh Gov-
ernment in the matter.

Yours very gincerely,

bt e o

Hon. R, Walton Moore,
Couneelor of the Department af State,
Waeshington, D. C.



Dear Mr. Presldent :
I wish to congratulate you upon your excellent
arpokntmwent to Ireland

Aff The Appolntee.

Will see you socn and thank you. = -/}g;_ L
(X]é,&“l/t(. /L(L'?
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122, East 78 ptreet

New York cCity
Usrch 5, 194u.

My dsar Frenklin :
¥hen in Florlda » week sgo Karl Blckel ssked za what

you meant to Ao when you went back to Hyde Park, I esid I dldn't know
tut presumed that you would take on eome kind of job. He sald that
you ought to Beke seventy flve thou-=an? a yesr with one srtlcle a week .
This wee about what the U.P. syndlcate service psid Lloyd “eorge.
T think Mieeolinil gct slightly lece. The enclosed from 3lckel
inAlecetes that 1f and when you take anything of thie kind on he would
1ike to blA on 1t. Thie csn 40 no harm,vhatever you Tsy hsve in mina.

T must tell yoo sgaln how terribly kind you hsve been snd how
mich we appreciste 1t. Tha Stete D spt. fellowe vere wonderfully kind
rn? helpful. Ite a great orgenissilon. The Secretary wss very kind too.
Syerybody has bean s0 charming thet I sm & 1ittla frightened that
it go to my hsad., The Mayor hse pglven me s epeclal letter to DaValera
and your frierﬁ,nrchblahup Spellmsn a pereonal note to the Fapel
Furelo in Dublin. I think they sre lusziky to have Spellman in this Job.
He's & roughneck “ut I belleve a fine charscter an? 1JJ per cent
Ameriean.

We msy run into rough sledding before ve get beck but don't be sorry
for ug. If I hadn't thie Job 1 shouls have been woriing t; make the
nountry resll-e ~where we will be 1F G ermeny wine. I wes surprileed
ta find same of the lesding people in “srascte s&rcklnig thegenlves this
nuestion. They sre.cnly beglnning ta esnee thet you heve hsd this
on your cheet for two years and more.

304 Bless you and don't let them k111 you. If they force jou inteo

slavary don't =ork sfter dlnner no matter if the heavons fall.

JMJM&‘E‘ ﬁ"“'& Ee ’
d-:.r.?--‘m“:f“ & ke
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I x‘l Paris, March 27, 1940.

I too, dear Franklin, am laid up with a beastly cold but we
are so anxious about you & the Paris Herald says you may go to
Warm Springs the end of this week.

We are praying that you do - T am writing Fleanor a long
gossipy letter but T will apare you,.

Everyone here 1s cheerful & they say the hotel is guite
full - Take precious care of yourself,

David sends love.

Devotedly,

{Signed) MAULE
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Maroh 20, 1940

Dear Mres. Orayt

I have Just talked to Mrs,
Shipley, Chief of the Pasaport Division
in the State Department about Mrs. Crooker.
ghe says the e e that as few people
as possible are permitted now to go into
the sofoalled dangerous area. However,
she suggests that you write to Mrs. Crooker,
outlining the neocessity for her bel
with you and ask Mrs. Crooker to send the
letter with an appliocation to Mrs. Shipley
at the State Department. 8She hopes that
1t will be poseible for her to get her
passport.

I do hope all goes well with
you both. My affectionate greetings.

As ever,

Mrs. David Oray,
Ameriocan Legation,
Dublin,

Ireland.

mal/tmb



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

3/27/40
MENO FOR MIs8Y

To ecall Mies Shipley in the
Passport Divielon of the State
Department and agk her 1f it is
poseible for Katherine Crocker
to get a passport to go over as
secretary to lrs. Gray in Ireland,
in May.

If the answer is yes, get
hold of Mrse. Crocker and tell her.
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WORDS & MUsic BY HAROLD J. ROME
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Georqe Black’s Show Shop of 1939.

1040 CHAPPELL

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Price lﬁhle-:



-

2
E D R. JONES
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Dear David:

Ithmﬂh;ﬂmfﬂht
and your information is most interssting.
Having heard nothing of late, I teke it that
you and Maude have safely crossed the *
ous areas” and are installed in that very
delightful oity of Dublin.

I have besen slowly but surely killing
off an intestinal flu bug and am going to Hyde
Mhurmrnrtwnrﬂmudun. I hope to
£et to Werm Springs on the twentieth for a week.

We are very happy because the Trade
Agreement Extension Bill went through the
Senate today without amendment.

Tell Maude we are taking care of Mre,
Crocker's matter.

Huch love to you both,
u.mrm.

F. D. R.
Fonorable David

Gray
United States Minlster to Ireland,
llll'i::.n Legation,

Dictated dut not signed.

fdr/smb
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Rome , Merch 21, 1540,

My Aear Soss : T have just come back “rom an audlence with the [oly Fsther

Lk i ki~

and want to ge*t you Off a report while 1t ig fresh in my mind.

T gave him your ménega.turlt that 1in Joke you celled De your ?a?uritu

narhe;L551 #in all =eriousnese hoped thet 1f he had pay guldence or 9

suggestiona as to Irelsnd he woul? give them to me. He inguired very

esrnestly about you, about yo'w» haalth snd peke” net about your plans

for a thir4 term. I eald you had told no ona2 what you intended to do
perecnally

w4 that the pecple ,cloee to you lopsd thet you would be allowel Lo

retire and rest for e tibe, but tl:..L there wags grave lanzer ilet

you might e drafted. The Pqpi eald, he hue more ineight into Europea

sffalre than any American T mets Fe epoks vory hlghly of Lyron Taylor,

=g%7 1t =aa the grestest benefit to hinm to have him,ec that he could gec

Sirect in‘ormation zny tlme snd eeld that he hﬂpé?he might have him

a}:igat 1 apld that in the nature of thinge that wae hardly possibls, g

end he sald that he looke® with regret to the tlme when the assoclslon E

mist 221« Y3 3poke repestedly of Tnylnrjulwnya ir. the most affectlonate E

terma. Trvidently 1t hae besen vary succecsful. He epcke highly too of

cumnsr Welle reld he lmprecced him as very intelligent sn? gulck and

etralght. Fe hsd entlrs confidlence In himee & men of " bon vol- :Mrl

.:1"1':.:%1I " The convereation wae mostly in my terrible french. I was J

told by Bishop Heys that the Fope would" lead the zoavares slon " ard ]

rct to force h'wT 1..¢ etterreceing sltustione =o T walted an a;uﬂlng

ard then spi” that ks if he had any solutlon for the irish questlion

tkat you would be grateful because'

1« The irigh q;iihasp meintalned an abnormal an® slmost contlnucus

pressure oi Americen forelgn relations walch the greatms =sjority of

smericans recented,without belng able to Ju snything sbout 1t.

2, Bercuse until it was solved gnd +the preseure omp reloved there wed

l1ike to continus that predyjudlce lu politce agalnet Cothollcs in viol-

atlon of the epirit snd letter of 1s;rﬂnnnt1tutlun,a situation
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May I come in she asked. Bill 1s wup top I'll join him later
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vhich made 1t practically impoesible to el'ct a Catholic to the Pres | dis-
oy H "..l-*J'a ou mean Alfpesr R, Sf-l‘t,i'..?"'," reld yes ,that T had voted for
him and was humilisted that he should have been besten on rellzlous
ngUndefalttough I wag @ etrong protestant. He gave the lupreselon of not
having much detalled knowlsdge of Treland. I seked him if there weee
any speclal Blghops ln Ireland that I could look to for guldence
a8 to facts snd conditlons,not apparent tc the eye. He eald the
Nunelo to whom Arciblecp Spellman gave me & lstter,vas very astute
&nd sound. I then went at the gueation for the answer to whieh, I
prineiplally wanteé thie ;nterviu!,Whlch la“hnr far could the Church
approeve & dlgestablicshment in Iralanﬂrlf that were a prime fuctor
ir & compromliee sclution of the Ulster quaatian: In the Eesy of
studled generslities in which has pltched the Interviews T could not
ask thle dlrectly sc I sald. The Catholic Blghope I know in Americsa
tell me thet they ¢o not regret thelr entire separation from the
etateythet on the contrery they feel the churoh to be etronger and
more epirituafl se a consequence. He plcked this up with " Abscloument.
and went on to iaacrlﬂu hie eonrepticn cof the church as belhg spiritual
in nature sn? among men to offer Den refuge &nd sources of lumard
rtrength. Hewas very emphatlc about this 80 that T feel that if the
questlon were avnr; to be referred to Rome thers would be no objeotion
there. I made it clear that you had authorlred me only to explore ths
iiEEF wrieh had made eettlement thus far 1mposslble, to explors
without msking committments & pueaﬁeﬂ Enﬂla of solutlion on the
epeclal ground of leying the question, iln the U.S. end on the generfal
ground of furthering the good nelighbor policy of peace and unhampered
trades I have telked less frankly but In the saeme sense to MeCauley,
the lrish pepxi minleter to the 1|I|rat..'i.t:u‘lnl,&l'uil to Max Write the Irish

?
Minleter to the Quiinal. Thay hsTve both bean very helpful and re{unghﬂ.

They urge me in London to get into touch not only with Dulanty, pyt
'

"i—h-hwh
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with the Tcry rlemente that sadviege Ulster. Thie I «cer éo rithout

belng offlclel or slarmlng your erterssdords fr&"“""‘"

( T er cut of paper and your eTbasey boye eeel to skezta t1ll 4.p.m
now that Sumner an® hls t'-'hirlfl-! has pacsed out to eeas |
You mere very wlse to cend me thle way for thee contacte are very helpful

I propose to flx thie up for the Department but will send it to
you w A complete to be sent over at your dlgscretlion. My feellng is that
none of this gzhoul® lesx out, that as long aes I Etardw the theais hat
your government in 1tz good neighbor polley welcomee sné standS ready to
;(ﬁaalﬂtf 1f requestfed y every ad justment maklng for peace and harmony
betreen nstione frleniely to us I can't get lnto trouble .
yron Taylor undcouttadly got this audlence for me. It was sald to be
absolutely 1rnpaeeibﬁ1 for today and tomorrow snd I must lesve Saturday@®R s,
I wase deeply moved tdwr st the end when the Pope sald after Ih&rgltlg}a t0.
expressz the most crdlal and friendly centiments to you," I 'E,‘Hl‘yw a speclel
bloceing, a very speclal bleseing." He'e & good man Boes.

Take Care of Yourself. -

| AfT \

Bt -
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' U.8. Legatioon publin,

! April B, 1940,

Dear Boee : I left you in Roms Juet after seaing the Pone . Thera wara
geveral ll+tle thinge thet I oheerved in Itely thet vere interesting

en? which rey hrve escaped your regular informsnta.

Flret, The wheat plenting elong the cosstal Plane between Neples and

Rome spparently has made no provislion for rotation. Practically ALL

the land except garden plots and vineyarde ie In wheat. You know: that

thle cannot gzo on. Some of the vinter wheat lookad pretty yellow
though on the whole 1t seeme? to promlige & crop 1f they got rain.

Thles held true all the wey north to the border ae fer ss one could tell
from the rallway trsln.

Second. In Milan ve heé three houre snd I took Msude to gee the Cathe-
dral. We came upon a Faclpt 2let Birthdsy celebration in the egqusre.
It wae sebout two ‘Lh;'-tds full eey ten thousand peopls. 4 feller bullt 11l
the Duce ree crating vith blg gestures, E.rer:.- time he stopped for spolsuce

a cheering rectlon comnects? +ith the loud zpasitsr b garnt Duce Du :uii

[ !
THige; ‘J.J:e.ju-:a::-::-t': g if 1t =t ‘ha college yell of o0ld Siwash. Then

(A"

they woul® clam and go Al gl n!."llke our huyn’but. lleten to thia. NoOT
CNCE 414 s singleindividusl hand clap or cheer in the crowd respond,
Not & damn hand dksdhfx A14 the feller get except the I:IHQUA-!

There was no resentment sgainst him. He was there dolug hie bit but
nnbud:,r‘:rnt-ereeted. It mas llke a terrible egermon in church when
every one looke sroun® gt pecple's hets an” back halr. Very extraordingrv,
@#nA the main life of the princival strests golng on se 1f there were

no show. It looks as if over advertisement had induced ssles resistencs,

Third. I found out In PsPle from the owner of the one Italisp factory
Itallan
that mokes ALL the machine guns for th:edurn'qr thet there ware no

SXOFE orders and that tu, army
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was very short in 1te quotas of that arm . The D. can have no
gerious Intention of merching.
In Farle Pat Murphy wee chafming end put me in touch at once
with Sean Murphy, Irlsh .inlster to France. He's delightful fellow
&nd llke Macvhite in Rome urged me to explore the BSritish Governmét
poeltion on pertition. Meude hed flu and I epent most of my time with
Sean Murphy and our Embassy people who wers very nlce and on thelr
toes.B111 Bulli't. hae a good shop there . Pat Murphy very able.
Saw Dulanty immedlately on arriving in London. #u aaked Msude and
me to lunch and we talked very frenkly, I taking the position thst
I had teken elnce landing tunit..“m,.* Government le lnterssted in the
Irieh questlon an? ite settlement both because it is inteves*ad in the
preceful settlement of all political guestlone snd because it sxerts
an sbnormel uriAmerZlesn pregsure uoon ADerlcan politlce and pollicy.
I az exploring the facte of the gituation in order to report them
to my government. I am not conducting & negotlatlon or provosing a mudlntiu:;
Pulenty wae very doubtful of mx-wuecmesx sny succees with ""leta=,
Hl- 1dea lg that it will tske years that the most that can h{hopg_j for
in a ressonable future is a Joint commleslon on roade, or l!hart exhib-
ition or even an all Irinh football team. But he gaid ' ;nr hmavene
eake explore away an® 1f you tdurn up any chance tell us: He advleed
seelng all the Englieh I emld withow* ambarpecging Jos,
Wa got to Lodon on & SxiuxdsvFriday &fternoon , lunched wlth Dulanty
E sturday and on Sunday wen* *» tha cgountry and dlnad and sment the

night with Joe. I told him what I wee trylng to do and he ssld go

shead and ag far as you llke on your own. Well I got busy snd saw
Evan Wallace, Davlid Margusson chief Tory whip snd supposed to be the

most poverful man in England.He arranged my meeting Sir Harace Wilnan‘,

Chamberlsine eecretany. I also talked Ireland with "liver Btanley
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Antheny Bden, Harold Nicholson and the Duke of Pevonehire who les & great
admirer of DevS8. Alec with W. Churchill. I lunched with him at the
Admiralty April 3. Sir Kelloge Wood was present dor & time. It wasThe
day he wae shuffled out of the alr minietry. Churchlll rosred for a tlme,
gald he was slck of them | TheI:riah ) that the Englieh hed glven then
g penerour gettlement snd that immeAlstely they begen to break thelr
snFagemente end were now gtebblirg Zngslend iln the bsckes I t114 hinm that
might all be true but that apparently no Englishmen had graeped what
Irelsn? really wsnted that wes & generous recognition of the lrish
contentlon that Irilh goverelgnty derived from the 11-1511 people and not
from the éritiah grown . Then I told him the story of Devid Roblneon
now a DeValera senator. Robinson wae the son of a proteatant Eplecopsl
desn of 8 county not far from Dublin, ®e went to what corresponds Iin
Irelani to ‘Ent.on, then Trinity College .nnd vhen war broke out in 1514
valunteered , gnt s commigslon snd fought all four years in the infantry.
He loet¥an eye end I believe wss other wlsge wounded.Upon belng
demobllired he went out with the sign Felners. I seked him why he dld
that after fighting four years for England. " Because," he aaid.nmgland
is trying to suppress my country's nat.icnalit.v. Aftar the treaty he
went w.t on Dev'e uid+g:alnat. 1t. I eald Hha' dia you do thlt..' B: cr-uuh
he gald, t.hut. treaty wee lmpoeesd under duruan. I said do you hate Enalani.

He uidJ I lova England. I would Ale for her tomorrow. " Then I sald I
Sl il
can't follow thle. If you were God Almighty what would you do. 1 He sald
A
Today I would set up the Republic snd tomorrow I would meke a tresty

o

with England having evervthing Juet a2 1t 1s nov. When they ar.pture}l.lz

he went on & hunger etrlke snd was carrled out after fortv dave on 8
uttrnaa. Hu rent tn Englsnd to recuperats and stopped at Cliveden.
(e o boe

After two hwru talk with Churehill it osme Aown to the following

&lde memolre vhich I aw dlepstehing hirc tomorrow by the courtegy of



. Co B ke sat """1"""‘:;“
PeValers ( to whom I showed it ) via the Hritieh Hligh Commiceloner .
The Britlgh pouch wae his suggestlion. I told him I dldn't want felther
his censors oOr the English opengding theese bread snd butter letters to
Sritlsh Minlsters.

To g0 back to Churchill. After lunch he took me down to hle secret
€hart room and showed me the fleset &nd convoy posltlons. I sald #Iwiuh
the Presldent could see Lﬁlqrha snid‘hn wighed he could, that you would
understand it which I souldn't, He sald hr had the right to write to you
Airect snd that wes one of his best priveleges., I hsd asked him what he
thourht Orsigavon would do Af Develers were ready to throw out the Hitler
Legation and throw in Bere Haven. That wes something eles he eald but
1t wea all up to Ulster. I asked him whether in the case that Mr. DeValeres
wae willing that I should see Cralgavon in order to get firet hand the
third side to this tragls triangle he would srrange 1t. He sald jyes
and 1t should be in London because then no one would hesr of lt. Thlslast
of course wszs all off the record.

411 the other ministers that I have spoken of expressed great hope that
gomething could be srranged to lmprove relstlons, gpoke with resnect:snd
11king of Mr. DeValera, wanted not to embarsee him in his present
troubles but 1like Churchill though not em lmphatically! sald that Ulster

pould not be coerced. It lg clearly up to Mr. DeValera snd Cralgavon.

Thie 1g the alde memolre to Churchill snd the other notes sre blmilar
" I want to thank “o1  for glving me so much of your tims and confldence"

iy understanding of your personal pﬂ51tlDM{a get forth in our tslk on

April 3:':! ig m=-#b3 this
1 UnAer no clroumspsnnes would you tolerate any coerclon of lilster

Airact or Iindirect hy vour governient or any othar.

s, ¥au would not eterd ir the vay of eny settlement nol inizieal to the

vitel interestes of vour government, arrived at by the two partleg W mutusl



¢ Froacent.
2, If *r putusl conrent the parties in question could anproach enie
g:%innﬂing for the purvoss of coneldering measguras for thelir mutual vel-
Lare an? safety, during the duration of the war you would not dlesnprove
in orincinle.
4,0n my part 1t was exvregsly understo>™ 1H;t_i was exploring Phte eis—
’1—wr*xrx#urxﬂxax*idxrkmm#&nm*k"xik‘xﬂtbﬂvkﬁkﬁr"rﬂkvrhxx uation to the end
of informlng myase ;3¢ znd my guvernmant#f the facta &nd not aseumlng
to propose a medlation or te conduct a negotlstlon.
5. Within ths limite of this understeniing 7 feel myself fres to
AVscuss your position with Mr. DeV slera ‘rom whox I hope to gather
information ag to hie pnsltinn;
6. If Mr. DeValers and the American Ambassador 1n London snould
r=ise no objection to my seeking an intervlew with Lord Cralgavon for
the purpoczs of obtaining Alreot from him his position in the preczent
sltuation I shall write you agaln seking for suggestlons as to the
best way of meeting him,
Plense accept my gratsful sppreclstion of your courtesy snd belleve me

¥ours Sincerely

Werarrived Ssturday morning in Dublin April 6. DeValsera ask-d that
I be brought %5 hie office at 12, 30 &nd we talked with him and the
parmenent undear secretary snd our Moveagh t1ll hslf past one. T gave
him your personal message ss follows " The Presldent hopes that you
will be able to come snd vislt him thie epring . He tells mo to tell
you thet hie forelgn polley 1g substentially the same as yours."

He was very cordlal an® talked frankly of the Alfficulties of the
gituation whish I will summarize for you ln an other peragraph. As

ve left he spoke with a good deal of feeling of the sltustlon he

rss in wlth the hunger strikers one of whom le # son of Count Flunket.
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Whether to let them die or release them and admit defeat., He was obw
viously much troubled. I have a feeling that unforeseen events may be=—
gin to move rapldly before long and that it is my Job to get in close ¥
toush with these people as quieckly as possible. During the night I be-
gan to think about the hunger strikers and in the morning I wrote

him a note in this semse. " If in your view it might be helpful
for me to see these muqﬁnd tell them that the Premident of U,5. was
endeavoring to promote the solution of all politisal differences by
peageful politieal means and that the Fope recently had spoken to
me in the same vein I would gladly do 80,1if the thing ocould be kag;
strietly private as at all costs I must avoid any sction capable =m xx
being interpreted as meddling with tﬁz;; internal pnlitiun:

The next morning his secretary tmle;hanedtanxing me to ocome to his ¢
offise at five. He seemed grateful for my offer but said he thought
it would be interpreted as weakness on his part. They would not
believe that he had not instigated the visit. That if thi; gams to
call on me as they doubtless would then I could take this line. He
wes much tougher about them Xa this +time, said he was not sure they
were not bluffing. Bolandhis Justioe Minister on Sunday had

spoken publiely to the effect that the law could not be changed begalw
violators of it appealed to public sympathy. I think he has decided

to teke a firm line. He asked me to stay on and we discussed the
Anglo Irish situation. I told him that there was no use my pretending
to be personally neutral. I was prepar-d to be absolutely correct

a8 repregenting a ﬂitral power but that persomally I was 80 opposed
to Hitlerism, the persecution of Jews, the rape of &x of the small
countries in vioclation of express and n wly made pledges that I considers)

the success of the allies amwsatémix desireable . I said that in my
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opinion if Termany wers at Gibraltar, Suez, Singapore, Hogs Kong
she would also be at Ehrnuﬂt, dgggau , Jamaica and the Windward
and Leeward :alunﬂu; that she would take our South American trade S=e
from us over night, that Australis would probably be taken by the
Gytplnlat and South Afriea by thes !rnan:fthlt we would be condemned to
ganerniiamxxaf armed self defense for generations ; that muoh as we
might resent certain prastices of Srittin she had polised the seae at o0&
own expense and had given us on the whole a square deal, that I would
rather gn# on with her than with Hitler, that if he thought this die-
gqualified me as an American Hepresentative I would ask to be relieved
and go home.
He gaid he felt much the same way,but that his people could mnot see
that they were in danger until it was upon them, that the I.R.A.
had stirred up the anti-®ritish feeling again . I asked him how
important mumerieally he thought the movement was. He sald probably not
very large numerieally , perhaps & couple of thousands of individuals

very deep in the jrish heart .

but that they appua}?d to something
We talked intimately about Ulster and ht gave me a map showing

the majority sentiment in each of the =8ix counties. He olaims
at least two of these counties are overvhelmingly for union and
are in effect being COERCED, That is his line. Thﬂ_&ritiah refuse to
coeroe Belfast but connive at the coercion of these two countles

and elements in the others.

I xx%¥ asked him about seeing Craigavon. He sald by sll means

if you can arrange it correctly thlﬁ is with the consent of the Egitiuh

1
and Kunnut:.‘& would see him nwaalflhe aniﬁf'hnt he will not sees I..a

Then I led the conversation to the podnt I was appraching. I nlid;

~suppose I saw Craigavon and said to him is there any priece yo
u
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would be willing to pay as a friend of Sritain for something useful to
Britain in the pregent erisie that Mr., DeValera might grant you E;
DeValera gsaid llzxilzlulll:ll:zxt:r;:1nxlul;::l::lllt:lxlt;xxx
!hlxlx;t::hl:t:1t:le:th:x;:ll:lﬂxlll:n:xxsht::tttil:tl:l:ztl.t;::t:x
IllIlllllililtzl‘tlzl]lt!Il!l'lxhllllitlxx what do you meanf I said

let us think aloud ana see what would be useful to England. How about

Berehaven and possibly the recall of tht Yerman Lagutian?nﬁo:hn gaid

'We could never bargain with our nautrnlity."Thara you have it as the

impasse stands at the moment, Mr, DeValera speaking as a great gentlema
on one side and Mr. Churchill as 8 great gentleman on the other; saying
Wwe 1©1ll do without bhmfmrmx what we need ( Berehaven and American
money | sooner than put pressure on our Ulster friends.
Of course I have been trying to find a formula in which some even slight
measure of conciliation between South and North could be generously
and conspieucusly hluud;gy the ®pitish Government putting them on

record with ue in the U.3. as favoring some sort of solution to the
end of easing pressure upon you from the professional antieLion boys

in cage events should make you want to aot. And that is of course

the real reason why I want to see Craigavon . It is evidently a hundred to
one chande but it ought to be taken. Ith too important all round mot

to be explored.

ithex I've been very lucky so fer but don't think that I shall not
probably end up in the ash gan because this thing 1s like walking on

the sulphur crust over a Ymwmxxorater full of melted lava.

When I think your day is walking over & hundred such floors I begin
h‘i-u.-u#-]
& understand a bit. John Moveigh is CBw—emé & great help. I present

my letters next Monday. My best to Missy. I think her Church friends

als
have done us a good turnlrlong #he line.
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In Paria I had an interesting talk with Tony Biddle who was very

9.

friendly . I told him I had heard you praise his work in Poland

and that pleased him . All these pPeoole have asked me sbout the third
term and I have given all the same angwer,that you have oonfided your
decision to mo ome, that your o¢lose personal friends want you to
rest for a bit believing that you do not want to run again but that
they are doubtful whther you oould refuse a nemination spontansously
made with foreign affairs every day g-tting more menscing,The
Wilsconsin primary seems illuminating over here.

Jest love to Eleanor and the family.,

5 i
==

Sorry to have been so long winded. Will out i1t down next time,

So far only three citizens have written offering to sell me dogs
and only one opportunity to buy & horse has appeared. I am not the

Bugsoess the papers here make out.

Don't b. mipled by iny reporte that you might get from London about

Joe louing the confidenes of the Fnglieh. There probably ie some
oriticiam on the part of the noba he hae been feeding Bow he hes ltﬂpplf;
going lhauﬁihnt avery aingle one of the {important people I talked to

paid him very high marks. They trust him ané know he is doing ~
ils Job in the best way for you. Yeetiirg the Nunoio at family fr

luceh with Moveagh tomorruw although I csn't oall on him til1l after ‘=
-

I pr-sent my letters next Monday. The; are not vory :trmﬂm protoool.

The news from liorway has .lu.lt bson phanna. in, 'l.'h.lu will give them

h\ P
something to think about. ; d-ﬁﬂ. g Pact
uwﬂﬁ%h”? on(j JLH:,»HL-..L.J
htente® s | Tag, H.-e..“-h.m-. fo & ot f e, b
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April 1&th, 1940.

My dear Boss : I got presented this morning,big show with the army out
and all that. Mr. D. kept me after the act and plunged in after a mom=~
ent or two. He said he was terridly worried about the Norweglan
sitaation . I sald what did you think o’ the President's announcement
condemning the rape of these countries? ." That was very good ," he 4
said but do you know anything definite as to the military situation
in Norway. I am afraid they are going to take Sweden too. " I said
I only knew what I read in the papers." He said , " We don't want to
know any of the English secrets and make & point of not knowing
them. Can you find out for me about this Norweglan situation., They
will know more in Washington than here. I said Zxzwil2xkxyx it is
announoed that remmunieation has been cut between Norway and Washing -
ton but I will try London. " I am calling Joe up in an hour or two.
I will tell you about it 1ater:‘
Personally of course I think your condemnation of this latest
outrage was the top. It has gone well here. The lrish Press w.ich
while not official tries to follow or frame the Government policy
printed it this Monday morning as enclosed although it was last weeks
news. The Dublin Independent and Times both Opposition papers
with fritiuh orientation gave it today only inside paragraphs. It was

an evening paper story when it came out. I have talked rather frankly

todate with five or six government people and ALL give me the impressisn
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if being definitely anti-German and pro-ally. I have the feeling
that if they dared they would go & long way toward uupﬁ%fting
apitain as they have no illusions as to where they would be in case
Britain goes down . When I say 'EEEEHI have reference to intermal
polities. Rightly or wrongly they ©believe the gountry would not
be with them at present with the I.R.A. extremists stirring up
trouble. In a day or two one or more of the hunger strikers will
zive up or die and the government will have a showdown. My guess is that
a death will not stir up any serious trouble but of course I have
only Just got here . Your consul in Cork made & graphic report
of the Saturday night raid on the Cork radio station andiiha following
publie demonstrations 1in favor of the hunger gtrikers. &P says that
his impression was that the orowd waa apathetie and merely curious;
not stirred. The claims of the soi-disant government are too fantastic.
I feel that you have bteen handling this world situation for the past
two years with uncanny skill ,first getting the Americas lined up
and then proceeding with a realistlec view of the probable course of
events to prepare politically t%o meet them . The day before we left ¥im
Florida I was closeted with the PP sident of the Bank of Sarasota,

isolatio

a typinallthin 11pEEI—EIEEIEH%:§¥;;ﬁiFEpubli0Hn immigrant with a cold Xla
bankers eye. He said" What do you think about this warg " I said
what do you mnan?* He saild ,HWall isn't it about time to find out whethg
4t is our war or mnot ? If they take th- British fleet they will be
not only at Gibraltar ,Suez, Hongkong and Singapore but at HBermuda,
Nassau , Jamaica, the Leevard and Wind ard Isles. They will control
the buying mf and selling of Europe and they will take away our

South American trade in two weeks. When a guy is willing to do your

oC
fighting for you are you silly not to give him & guyend money "
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=
(;Efﬂ'ruum has grown dn&;érwﬂafie having a bright young snow atn{E;)
fﬂ_ﬁ_ﬂﬂ_ﬂfﬁ
suspect these paaplﬁ*ara beginning to think on lines similar to

my banker friend but it 1is golng to be slow going before they .will come
to the point of offering Berefaven for the dw ation of the war.
They gave us & big and very well done dinner last night in the g;tlea
leat—nieht, Most of the Cabinet were there and ve taldked till eleveh
thirty when Maude rose and went home. Mr. DeValera keeps coming back
to the Ulster question insisting that the British are making a
terrible mistake in not Batfling it . Lapt night I to0ld him that
he might be making a bad mistake not to take advantage of the
international situation to do someing ©bLold and priginal such &s he
loves to do with his own people; that this was obviously the time

to convinoe Ulater of the Souths friendliness and that he could
obviously do it by taking uumedfte g to aild Ulster in the war .
Thuﬁhe could get his cnnnussizhgﬁ He ;nnws this is true but it is

a hard pill to swallow in his present state of mind. I am making

a tudy of his speech on Fartition delivered a few months ago,a copy

of which he recently gave me, together with the debates on Partition

in t:L:ir—alt. I shall eithe; write him & letter or make a report to &
the Department in which I shall try to portray the situation as I know
you would see 1t'hut of course without maeking any suggestions .

As a group of us sat around last night, Dé?hlera, Sean T. 0'Kelly,
Aiken, McEntee and one or two others they began to tell about their
being in jail together the night before Uev was to be tried. Everybody
go far who had been tried had been shot. They told Dev that he was

a goner and out buttons off his coat asg souvenirs. 0'Kelly got his
fountain pen. Well them to brighten the evening they held a mock

trial of him charging him with being a pretender ¢
T %o the
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Islands of Something or 8ther, ( some rocks down the bay) mand finally
condemmed him to be shot . You ean't beat people like that. This
companionship explains why there have been no cabinet changes. It
also explains why the hunger atrikar:ﬁ ll'i:uit so deeply. Young %mat
is the son of one of the men in Jail_,,. at that time. It is as if

Livy Davis's boy was hung: striking against you and you had to let k%
him die.

Your FPan American announcement came out this morning and was the
biz headline. You have I belleve the support of at least elghty percent
of the people here Just as you must have about that pereentage of
apprnj.val at home . Maude sends her love. She is doing grand .

Aff

Sh-x ey
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Tuesday , May 7. 1940.
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My dear Boss : Qur Viece Consul from Cork was up here the other
day with an earload of "inside stuff"from a Yeputy Commissioner of
the National Police and another high ofrficer . ;t wag to the effect that
the Yerman ¥m Legation was getting messages from germany every night by
radiof and acknowledging them by jamming the two twenty volt ourrent
in some way, also that a landing of troops by Submarine and
insurrection in Jjunotion with the I.R.A. was planned , It was also
reported that the Irish government was acutely alarmed over the
possibility of the selzure of the ports by ¥Sritiain., This lagt
did not come from the Police. Thursday when DeValera lunched with us
I had a chance to speak with him and asked him if there was any truth i
in the report that his government was enxious. He snidrhowknuthing imme .
specific or immediate . I said 1if you have any reason to be anxious
let me kmow at onoe for transmission to my government. He said he would.,
I wrote Joe at onese the whole story.

I have run acroses the trail of the failure of the Irish Government
to buy arms in America. According to the story some one in the Depart-
mdnt told “eneral Brenmnan chief of staff that it would fa:ilitate
his mission 4if the Sritish Embassy O.K.ed it. Can you beat that?
I asked lMr. De. V. about Betting arms from uw. he said the price
had gone up so that he feared it was prohibitive. I'll have more on this

next weak.
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Belle Roosevelt and her sister flew over yesterday to spend a week with
us. K. had gone to Norway. We don't knovw yet whether he came back
or is at Narvik. Poor Selle has been having a hard time. She sends you
and Eleanor her love.

Maude is stove up with too muech tea narties and is in bed. Haven't
been fishing yet. I accomplish nothing and am busy 8ll day .

Take care of yourself.

Saturday am having Sean T. 0'Kelly and wife, The laffys and the Nuneio
to luneh . When I have got through the cabinet I hope to have some
dope for you.

Bless you. AT



Letters from Mr. and Mre.
Gray sent to Mrs. Roosevelt
to read and return for our

files.
G



May 8, 1940,

Dear David:-

¥y
him how

to
think
unkett
I am sorry about Presidemt
his indiepoelition and express

must be a fine and

If you get

and I will have a chanoe to

that some

ﬂtnlﬂm

mmmmummmm ¢haj
me_ ;

)

_MMM ,“mmmmmm m



I hope Katherine Crocker will be with
you soom,

I wieh I coulé =o fishing with you om
the Blackwater -— and I wizh too that I coumld
see you and ¥auds to get a lot more stories
firat-hand,

An aver,

Desrent Keude!-

The above is for you just as such
for David., From outeide sonroes I hear
are the wbole Irish Government,
oppoerition, =nd even the 4ish. Otay
olear of the latter (im Ireland).

Affectiocnetely,

Homorable David Gray,
American Legation,

I
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS, ROOSEVELT

Will you reamd and return

for my filest



Friday April 19, 1940.

My dear Boss : I am in it up to the neok. For an hour this after-
noon Count Flunkett and his wife and dau hter-in-law besieged me

in behalf u£ their son who is on the 55th day of his hunger strike.
My line was, whﬂ doesn't your son live for his country? Why doesn't he
take legal and constitutional means to win a majority to his viawpaiﬁTF

They Xept insisting that the Irish Hepublic was the only legal govern—
the I.R.A. was legal 4O
bets and that cansequently‘éha,‘r must be treated ms prisoners of war or

LI

politioal primoners . I said y‘u them Iwha.t if we rugr were the governmig
and another body pruﬁ‘f}ming to be the true gu?nrnmnggi;:ruuk againset
ug £ Should we give in to 1t? If we did Wwhat would become of the
authority of our government? " They said this DeValera Government

is not a true government. It dgea not represent a majority of the
panplu:‘hhn does 1t rupruaunt?l said.LTha Engliuh:thuy answered,

I said I had Just been in England and there was nothing the English
wanted except that the ;riah settle their differences and get on with

their government and make Ireland pesceful and prosperous . They
W

I
have deceived you,they .said . I said, Hould Yyou rather have the
Yermans over-running you as they have Denmark, Norway Poland and Bogemia

or would you rather go on as you are? The old man said I would take

i "y

& chanoe on the ﬁarmann " I said Do you mean that? Well he wasn't 8o
sure. I said If I were Irish I'd fight for England $111 the World

was safe again,and then if I wanted to figh t England I'd get on
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with that. A1l this time I was holding Countess Plunketts hand

with one hand and with the other the 0ld man's ear trumpet and
bakaling into 1it. Evurfr now and again we would all have & good
laugh and then speculate on how long the " byes could lagt."
Finally I said if you will get your son to pall off this strike
I'11 throw up my Jjob if necessary and sptand on the same rlatform
with him while AS AN IRISE CITIZEN A( not as an I.RfA ) he speaks for
his cause in a consitutional manner ." HI; mother said " That would
give the whole ocause away. " Well I said that ig the most I can do.
Then with profuse gratitude for what I gan't 1maginefan I roared
conaitiutional platitudes at them they parted as Flynn the man servant
thinking I had had anoughlannounaed that M aude wanted me. John Cud-
ahy had him trained.

In confidence we have been told that the President Douglas Hyde

has had a stroke. He will pmekix probably make a partial recovery

but it is feared he is through. For —easons of their own the
Jovernment ha¥gannounced it only as a £1ight indisposition. I at onee
wrote him a not4 and sent flowers an! in a few days will write him
that you have heard of his glight 1nd$apdtinn with ®egret and wish to
convey your best wishes for for his quick and complete receovery.
We had tea yesterday with his sister and his -Sieter—and—ty aaoratav1
who insists that he is secretary to th- Presidency and not to Douglas
Hyde. A little friotion between the Government and the Vice Regal
Lodge. This latter is a lovely old hous- with the handsomgist doors and

Yeorgian mantels I have ever seen . Mauie made a mash both upon

Mrs. Kane , the sister bums also on the Sectpetary loDumphy. She is

doing saimply grand , Boss.
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A Word has Just come that the hunger strike has been called off

on what terms it {ig noi disclosed.

April 20 , Saturday. One of the hunger strikers died last night

after having gone off strike. The morning papers give na‘ explanation
of the settlement of the strike. If the government stood firm it is

& great victory as I think there will be no more of it, I watgohed the
procession two days ago, demonstrating for the first éﬁaﬂy:ﬁ..jﬂiaﬁ

It was 1led by & detachment of ladies looking like twenty, Dﬂiay Barriman(
in Sam Epown elts. ( You remember her in the last war) ., Then came

8 s8géqd of boy scouts in green Bhortl.,lvar:.r cold looking in the raw

Ui -

morning then about a thousand down and outs presumably theau.namplu;.rud
dockworkers vmtesy who turn out for these things as & matter of eourse,
No one seemed to be paying any attention to them. Our oconsdl in Cork
has reported privately on several roent I.R.A auxjt';gu down there

to the effect that there are a few determined lads in it but that they
are not getting publiec support as far as he can observe,

Your letter of April 5 has Just come . I hope you shake off ther
intestinal bug. A little dilute hydrochloric naiﬂ.'tun to fifteen drops
with meals in a glass of vater I found very helpful in toning up the
digeation.

The Italian minister returned my oall this morning. C'est un type
tru uirilin’ He can think rings aboumd me but I plunged in
and he went over the events since 1919 from the Italian angle.
Finally I said If I were the Duce 1§.nthe not want to fight my
newspapers would be doing Just what his are. He smiled and said

" Naturallement, m:is les Aglals ne comprehendent pas ., We shall

see but as I wrote you last week the 8igns are against the Duge going

German with active military support, Mmwee— U "“"""‘“‘]'( e 2y
Clohs bt @ § Guange play a Ylfrtlon
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" Eddie" Devonshire offered me some calmon fishing in London and
I am going down to the Blackwater for = couple of days on Monday .
I want a bit of time to myself. I Just ocan't keep this damn basket
of letters down and nine tenths of it is unimportant. As I wrote you J
begin to understand what you have to cope with. However when &ll the calls
are pald and repaid it will quiet down. I shall probably write you a bit
every week but please don't have it one your mind to answer even with &
liha.

laude and I are both grateful for fixing up Katherine C¢rcker.
She cables she is flying over.

ALt
Er-A -

P.S. We went in to the Movie last night and were stopped by a long
I.R.As proocession escorting the body of the man who died after the
hunger strike was broken. This was far more impressive and sinister
than the ome in the morning of the day before. There were at least

three companies of fifty or sixty men‘eachlof I.R.i.f;;; marched
as soldiers very smartly though not in uniform and unarmad;and were
determined looking lads, not the bums of the other procession. There
was a long halt and they all stood impascively in the rain. It was very
grim, a dedication not to 1love of country , but to hate of the uatnblishus
order,whatever that might be. I beli-ve there is something like a
college seoret society pesyochology in this problem. The young Join it

largely beoause it is banned.

b .
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P.S. 2 April 23, Ve went down to the Blackwater Sunday, a lobkly
¢ountry but found the river definitely " out of order" because of the
rain and came back the next day without wetting a line. Hope to go
azain when the water drops and clears. 1 called yesterday ym very
informally again on the Nuncio and talked with him for an hour. He
is beihg very kind and is giving me his advice. As long as I follow it
I don't think I shall get into any serious trouble . He tells me
in confidence that the censorship ai: drying up thenﬁﬁygﬁs of war
for the I.R.A, ( It pinches the cash and checks ) In his view
without funds they will rapidly lose effectiveness . Can yo. beat this
one: He has found out that a number of the toughest I.R.A. lads have
recently joined the Pritish army. He thinks the whole movement is
very largely a matter of unemployment. If they ocould get Jobs
that suited them the movement would fade out . The Government did
52} weaken on the hunger strike. It wns called olff by the €.0. of
the I.R.A. I think the Nuncio himself probably had a good deal to do mik
with it . We are ssking him and the DeVsleras and Granard to lunch
next Thureday. The Nunoio says Granar? is the most popular man in his
gounty with all three parties that is ireluding the I.R.A, Can you
beat that one?
Just had a charming letter from Bill Bullitt who says that what you
chiefly need i1s two weeks with the hot sun on your back and no work.
Try to get 1t. You'll be no use dead.

D .

-~
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My Dear Bosa : The rnautianﬁ?%iggﬁi gtatements and policy in regard
to the invasion of Belgium and Holland in Ireland seems to be very
favorable . I think it hes had a good deal todo with lir. DeValera's
£irat condemmation of “Yermany mede yesterday in a speech to a Galway
Pnrf} meeting . The Government has been afraid to take this stand
up t111 now. Of course the Papa:a attf*ﬁ& muaﬂfﬁ%%%gi;en a factor.

You probably know 'but I only got it “rom the Eﬂkiu the other day
that the Vatican had forbidden its Nuncios for the past two years
to accept the hospstality of “erman Diplomats . I have to go to lunch
with the ""u?an Minister in the near future and the job of getting
Maude there is one I despair of. She will probably be taken with

lockjaw on the fateful day .

Yené%fﬂday we had the Gﬁkalleya ( Sean T.Itha vice president and an adﬁ%;
of yours ) to lunch, the Nunoio and the Sir John Maffys as well as 'ﬁklle
Roosevelt and her sister. 1; went off very well. I am pretty sure that
the British Government appreciates the folly of attempting any kind
of a coup against the Irish ports , whether executed by the French “az)
or their own . I get nothing from Eftiuun sourees which makes me

suspeot that the Duce is going to war . The Italien minister an. wi}u
here are very anti - Ueman but they get no news from Italy . The Nuncio
haos the only na:u,whntcvﬂr that may be.

Belle went off yestereay afternoon withher sister Elizabeth. She is

a darling and all K': sins have been blotted out . She got a letter from

hin*av before yesterday from Norway bu' ¢ Srkn 4 aatd
oty oL Pt .
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nothing. Lest night T was a guest at a big dinner given by the P,E.N.
Quud Poets | Laitors Novelists to lir. Smiley edator of the jrish Times
They were bitter against the “rish censorship but no one dared

openly to condemn Gurmany1althaugh they featured the CzechOslovak

envoy and his wife who are w8 still here. Smiley had the last decoration
conferred by Dr. Benes. I am going to oall on the va{réua editore as

an old newpaper man. I think it may giv- me a better slant than

most others . They gave me a big hand b fore I made my speech and
dead silence afterwards. Draw your own conclusions . I didn't say
anything except that the frish weranice people and had godl newspapers.
They probably resented it. One speaker quéted Dooctor Johnson's remark,

" The Irish gs are a Just people. They never speak good of one anatharf
I have written a personal letter to Archbishop Spellmen thanking him
for introducing me to the Nuneio and g}ling him the situation here.

I am not sending it through the pouch.

I hope to get off on my two days fishins trip this afternoon down

on the Blackwater after whiech I go on to Cork to the Consul's wedding.

I am always on the telephone with the offiecce . My love to everybody.

Ges '

—

P Y Lo & dany o BB
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

Kay 20, 1940

My dear Mr, Preeident:

I attach a draft letter to Mr. David Gray,
American Minister at Dublin, which you may wish to
8end in response to his letter dated April 30, 1940
in regard to the Legation residence at Dublin., An
offieclal inestruction is Eolng forward to Mr. Gray at
an early date. The inetruction will be 1in greater

detall than the propoeed detter to Mr. Gray.

Faithfully yours,
re/ID"%

Encloeures:
1. Draft letter to
Minieter Gray.
2. Copy of despatech
returned,

The President,
The White House,
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it s 904 %0 hawe Four letter of
April 30 and 4o lears Sied bolh of you are
crufsriekle snd ‘oguly lntsres=tad in the job
end all tart It carries with i

I lesrn Lh=g your ezesedingl) interset=
in, Jdeapaten reg s Leyatios residsacs
Lep alredr besn &7 tLe Fievte Deovrie
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Aw mver,
ilncerciy yours,

Tan Zossvabie

Lmols Gpay,
kanf leem Rinlstad,
Tisbl kn.



April 30, Tuesday. 1940.

My Dear Boss : The enclosed editorial from the ;rinh Preass of
yesterday volees I think the growing anxiety of the government in
regard to the situation in Norway. The Eerman news 1s displayed vary
prominently in thia Government owned paper but I suspeot the motive

is rather to bring home to the man in the street & sense of his
danger rather than to celebrate “erman successes . I think the
GFovernment is trving to find a way +to lead public sentiment =
to prepersdnesa and the prapx possibility of military cocoperation
with the Allies without giving the I.R.A. a kamdimx weapon. There have
been no visible rcpercussions mfxkkex from the explosion in the Gustle
l=at week, nor thus far any arreasta.

The enclosed dispatoh to the Department explains itself. It would be

very bad Jjust at present to ocanoel the lease of this house in the
interest of bureau reorganization . I have understated rather than
over stated the faots. I checked it over yesterday afterncon with
the Huneio and he =aid the Govermment looked upon us au:Tnauranua
polioy and an abandonment of this Government owned building would be
looked upuﬁi&unnlng something in the nature of ¢f cancellation by
the mass of people . He sald the ¥r1lh are like that. What I have
not yet told the Yepartment qnd what I am only telling you is that I

I have been exploring the possibility of buying this plase. Thers is

un_IEiuh law forbidding the alienation of sovernment property



but there is a likelihood that they will repeal that for us , If
you approved this and it could be brought about I would suggest that
whoever 1s the Democratic ocandidate this summer might get the benefit
of the trasnection in New York and Massachussetts. A good deal could be
be made out of 4t I think with dedication oeremonies and that kind of ¥
thing. The Nunolo suggested that if the plase is surrendered asgaingt
the wisghes of the_Irinh Government it migzht have repercussions among ¥
the Irish with ue but I should doubt that. Those that tour over here

and are entertained are impressed and sratified that we are in the
former seat of E&itinh tyrrany but not the masges.

Don't get the idea that this is & sybaritic abode . Very little has
been done to it im sinoce 1765 except some aditions. The floors are
common stained pine floors, the baths are primitive, it is shabby, an.

Il'11.'m|:l 1:1r but it ie a gentleman's house and marvellpusly adapted either
for intimate home life or for throwingz open for entertainment. I tnd
think 1t could serve for a long time witiout any expensive repairs,

What endears it to mmxkwxkhe Maude and me is its home-like atmosphere

like that at Hyde Fark; the view of thi mountains across the Park

meadow and the memories and ghosts that are here. Arthur Balfour
was here eight years nearly,James “rype, Augustine Birrell, George
ﬂrnﬂhll’thn long suweespion of English liberals who ruled Ireland
on its way to Home Rule. There is a plate in the " Bﬂllroomﬂ(it looks
like a nursery playroom]raying that Lord Frederiock Cavendigh died on
this spot. His great nephew Lord Charlie told me this the other day
at the races. He's a @weet pathetis runkard.

Your various recent proeclations and announcements have had & big

reception here . The Dﬂ7nlerlnﬁhoth}, the Nuoie and Granard are lunahihi
with us Thursday. I wish you were going to be here .Mra. DeValera

'
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

%,.l Dublin, April 29, 1940,
-~

-
O}

-
No. 4.

Subject: Legation Hesidence,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington,

Sir:

I have the honor to state that during my
period of instructions in Washington in February
1940, Mr, N, P, Davis, Chief, Division of Foreign
Sarvice Adminiastration, informed me that 1t
waa intended to combine the chancery of this
Lagation with the Consulate General offices in

Marrion
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Merrion Square, Dublin, in the interest of efficiency
and economy., He stated that instructiona would
probably be sent to the Legation to give notice to
our landlord, the Irish Government, of intention to
terminate the lease on the next rent day, which we
supposed was May 1, 1940, but which in reality proved
to be April 1. Six montha after such notice the lease
may be surrendered. He also suggested that 1f I could
find a suiteble house for a Legation the Department
would consider taking it on & ten year lease and
furnish 1t. These sugpgestions seemed to me wise and
cnes with whiech I was personslly in sympathy. I told
Mr. Davis that though I had not been in Dublin for
five years I thought that a suitable Legation residence
sould be found either in Merrion Square or in St.
Stephen's Green or some similar location,

During the first week of the following April
I was in London pursuant to the Department's orders
end was interviewed by the ecorrespondents of several
newspapers. One of these asked me if I knew the
Legation in Dublin and stated that my country was
fortunate to have so suitable a house. I replied
that I knew it slightly but that it was probable
that we would combine the offices with the Consulate
General in town and give up the residence, in the
interest of efficiency and economy. I was under the
impression that we were talking off the record but it
was undoubtedly my error, as all these news reporters

have been extremely scrupulous im their reports.
Upon
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Upon my arrival in Dublin on the morning of
April €, I found that the report had been published
in Dublin and, as I wrote Nr, N, P, Davis shortly
afterwards, something of a teapot tempest had ap-
parently been stirred up, lir., John lLacVeagh, the
Chargé, informed me as I got off the ship, that in
the absence of specific instruotions from the Depart-
ment, when called upon by local newspapers for com=-
ment upon the interview with me in Londen, he had
stated that I must have been misquoted, that it was
true that it was the intention of the Department
ultimately to consclidate the chancery coffices with
those of the Consulate General but that he knew
nothing of any plan to surrender the lease of the
Legation, Later in the day lir, de Valera received me
and both he and the Permanent Secretary for External
Affairs, Mr, Walshe, asked me if I had instructions to
surrender the lease. To both I replied that I had
regeived no instructions but that lr. MacVeagh had
correctly stated the policy of the Department as to
consolidation, I then wrote lLir, H. P. Davis sub-
stantially the above statement and informed him that es=mas
I could rfind out the views of the Irish Government I
would report. The following seems to be the situation:

It appears that the Eritish High Commissioner, Sir
John Maffey, had been trying to find a satisfactory
house since his appointment and without success. Upon
reading the announcement credited to me in London ha at

ocnoe addressed himself to the Irish Government asking
permission



-4

permisaion to take the leass over, lNow it appears
that the last thing the present Government of

Ireland or any future Government conceivable for the next
decade wants is to have the British High Commisasioner
installed in the house formerly the seat of the Chief
Sacretary for Ireland under the old regime. They feal
i1t would give color to the charge already made by the
I, R. 4, that Ireland is governed from Westminster.
Furthermore, they would greatly prefar not to have to
tell this to Sir John Maffey. Consequently they feel
that our wvecating the premises at this oritical time
would embarrass them,

I rind also that the suggestion of surrendering
the lease on the grounds of economy excited surprise
and something akin to resemtment, - surprises because
when the renewal of the lease was effected by my
predecessor two years ago he was (so I am informed)
told to fix the amount of the rent himself, and resent-
ment because the Irish Government had very recently
reconsidered its decision to close its pavilion at the
World's Fair at the express request of Mayor la Guardia
and Alfred E,Smith and at a cost of fifty thousand
pounds which they can 11l afford to appropriate. It
was on grounds of economy that they had previously
decided not to re-open the building.

What I failed to understand when in sonfersnce
with Mr, N. P, Davis in Washington and what must be

diffioult for administrative officials in the Department
to
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to appreciate, is the very unusual position ac-
corded to the American Legation by the Irish Govern-
ment and the Irish people. Both Government and
people profess to believe that their independence
would net have been achieved except for our influence
exerted in their behalf during the World War. The
life of the present head of the Government was un-
doubtedly saved by American intervention, I find that
my predecessor, the Honorable JTohn Cudahy, on these
premises established a peculiar relation with the
vernment and was received almost as en official
dviser, that he was invited to express his views with
reat frankness and was undoubtedly helpful to the
Government in an entirely proper manner, Naturally
the fact that some twenty milliona of American gitizens
ara of Irish bloed, that Boston and New York have
larger Irish populations than Dublin, that politically
these Americans are an important faector in the national
lifs, has much to do with investing the American rep-
resentative with a special importance which the repre-
sentatives of other nations are the first to recognize.
With these ciroumstances in mind it 1s not difficult to
understand why the Irish Government should wish to
house us in one of their national monuments situated
in their great park in juxta-position to the Vice
Regal Lodge in which their President is installed
and to the house also nationally owned which is leased

to the Papal Nunclo, the permanent desn of the
Diplomatio
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Diplomatie Corps. It is the Government's idea of
doing us great honor, not merely letting housing to
a United States Minister,

What these considerations may be worth as opposed
to the adventages of combining the chancery offices
with those of the Consulate General if such combina-
tion must result in the surrender of the Legation
lease, 1s for the Secretary to decide, but I should be
derelict in my duty if I falled strongly to recommend
reconsideration of the Department's decision and restudy
of this local problem. During the present crisis at
least, it would be, in my view and in the view of the
Legation and Consulate officers, most unfortunate.
Under the terms of the lemse, surrender of the premises
gould not be made before January 1, 1941, by which time
my resignation will be in the hands of the next Fresident.
I have, therefore, no selfish perscnal interest in
keeping this house on, EBEut as a citizen and tax payer
I should feel a serious error of poliocy had been com-
mitted in giving the house up. I should also feel that
my successor would be at great disadvantage partiocularly
as war conditions make shipment of household goods so
difficult and uncertain and ere producing an acute
housing shortage in Dublin and vieinity owlng to inglo-
Irish people long resident in England returning to
neutral Ireland, He would probably be cbliged to stay
at a hotel, as the Canadien Figh Commissioner has had %o

do, The British Figh Commissioner has only just succeeded
in
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in finding a house for temporary ocoupation, but he
has had to go seven miles out of town,

Until I have made a personal canvass of this
situation I am not prepared to say that no housa
suitables for a Legation ocould not be found within
five or six miles of the City, but I am told that
it is unlikely, My first idea of finding a suitable
Georglian house in one of the sguares, I find impos-
sible, They have prectically all been turned into
professional offices or "walk up" apartments. The
squeres have lost their residential character. The
residential quarters have moved out practicelly as
far as this house is from town.

#hile the combination of the offices and the
surrender of the Legation house would effect a small
soonomy, I am very positive that it would effect no
increase in efficiency. Thers is practically no
diplomatic business conducted through this office.
ot cne person a month comes to 1t on such business,
There is considerable mail, most of which ccncerns
matters in the province of the Consulate General and
is referred thither.

As my predecessor has pointed out to the Depart-
ment in his report, the business of this legation is
representation of the United States, the oultivation
of confidence and friendly relations with the Govern-
ment of Ireland, and the careful watching of Anglo=

Irish relations and their relation to Anglo-imerican
relations



relations, This requires the full time of any
Minister in esteblishing personal relaticns with
the various key men in the Govermment., I have hopes
of being able to inaugurate some new lines of trade,
but it is too soonm to discuss this.

Please understand this recommendation as ap-
Plying temporarily to emergency conditions brought
about by the war, Later on I hope to report certain

facts and views relative to a permanent policy for the

houaing of this Legset ion.

Respectfully yours,

David Gray,
imerican lMinister.

In triplicate.
File No. l24.1

oG fmeb
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