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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

s 8 1840,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Will you prepare reply
in anewer to his longhand memo-
randun on last page?

F. D. R,

Letter from David Gray to the

President dated Hay 16, 1540,

—_—



DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WASHINGTON

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning herewith Mr, David Gray's letter
dated May 18, 1540, together with a draft reply to
the longhand Demorandum on the last page of hias
letter. You Will recollect that you were consulted
on May 21, 1940 regarding what reply should be made
to Mr, Gray's telegram of May 18, 1940 concerning a

proclamation co ing the status quo of Ipeland,

T ully Yours,

\ Enclecesures:

l. Minieter Gray's letter
of May 16, 1940 returned,

2. Draft.

The President,
The White House.
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Thursday May 16, 1940.

Dear 3Zoss : We heard you on the radio lsst night giving your message

to Congrese on emergency preparedness. I think Iﬁiyaa generally under-

8tood here .as the passage urging the Congress to put no obstacle in the
Lo, Geees

way of alrplane daliverykwna emphasized in the Irish newspapers.

At last this Government is waking up to its danger though doing
nothing., I had an hours talk this noon with Mr. DeValera . I asked him
first if he had any objection to my sending for one of our military
attaches from London to inspeot the .I.riah dispositions emdxzmemmns
for protection of air porte In case of & parschute raild in
conjunction with the I.R.A. As a diversion it is not unreasonable as
with a thousand men they could stir up trouble here for weeks. He
said he was afraid that if he showed our attache the dispositions the
“ermans might ask the same privelege. It did not ocour to him that the
“ermans already knmew them. He is trying to get five or six hundred
machine guns in England but it is doubtful if they can be spared just
now . The most that could be expeoted of the I}iah army at present
is to oope with parachute troops on a small scale and possibly to
intercept arms lnndﬁed by submarine for the I.R.A. . I commenpted upmhis
condemnation last Saturday of the Yerman invasion of Holland and Belgiuh
and asked him if he did not think it got a good reception from Press
and Publie . He sald on the whole yes. He then spoke of your message

to Congress printed in the morning papers. He said he was gratified

@t the reception it got in Congress. He said that a year ago he thought

you were going too fast dbut he now saw that you had been 1zh
Tlight .
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I suggested that th 1time had eome for him to taﬁzhiJﬂafinita a
position as you had, that his neutrality was not going to save him

and that he had to oconsider his situation from the viewpoint of
asaisting in the defeat of Cermany. He f£aid that was true but how fast .
he could go he could not be sure. He vas waiting further on events.

I asked him if that was not what the low ocountries and Scandanavia
had done to their cost. He said yes but that he had to be very
cautious. I asked him if he had not had staff consultations and an
agreed upon plan with the Allied Command. He said no that he was afraid
to do that mot because it would inclease the danger of German 1nvauinn’
but because it would tend to divide public sentiment at home,

I told him that of course he must be the best Jjudge of that but

that he must weigh that danger against being caught defenceless.

He then told me he had something on his mind that he wanted to talk =be.

confidentially

about. He said could I 1nquirahof you whether &n view of the faat that
Ireland and Irish bases commanded the North Atlantic Trade amdxx
routes both by sea and air you could proclaim that the United States
was vitally interested in the maintaiansce of the status quo as regards
Ireland . I aaid,lahlt you wmm would like would be an American gusrentee
of your indupenaanna?”Hu admitted that it was, but saw that it was out
of thi question to ask g&gﬁ . He said that if I received a favorable
reply to this inguiry he would consul't his Dail and ministers and

uoh a pronouncement

make & formal approach . He :i]ﬁj?i*WﬁﬁIﬁ_iffﬁﬁEiﬂLn his leadership
tazrameixe very greatly. He is frightened by this situation but
not prepared to oope with it . His interest even now is in the foundatiam
&=n of an institute for higher Celtie xkmidm studies. I like him and
admire him but he is not the man for a war. He went to America while

Collina wag making the deoisions, The trouble i8 he has no
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8logan | exgept a'Lnitod Iraland'%md that is out for the present.
f. The I.R.A. has the affirmative position and he is on the defensive
ag far as popular appeal is concerned. I am spending the week end with
Sean T. 0'Kelly and the Nuneio at Gran’hrﬂ; and I will find out if there
is & chance of the church oalling &“hnly wn;t But that would mean aband-
onment of neutrality. I told him I had made arrangements to see
Craigavon next wednesday and asked him if he had any line of ocompro-
mizse in minﬁ,tn gecure a measure of cooperation at least. His suggestion
was that Ulster Join them in neutrality EEF in return he would reaffirm
publioly their adherense and lopalty to laztar:ml aaauuiatianrwith
the Britigh Commonwealth. He said he got that expression and coneeption
in the esent criseis

from Mr. Wilson. I said that from a miliéﬁ??"_?ffiigiﬁglﬂritnin ecould
not give up control of both sides of the narrows of the irigh Channel},
wag he prepared to lease +the negessaAry purtu?’Thiu had not oceurred to
him . I asked him if he did not think that some concerted aetion with
the north were possible, Say & common examination of the situation

by a commitee of publie safety. He sald he thought nutlthnt it would
be easier to deal direot with Westminister . I asked him if he did
not think that the crisis was the time to make progress toward

union, that & compromise now might produce results that would other-
wise be impossible for years to come assuming the allies won,

If they did not win ,Irish freedom was & vanished dream, He agreed

in prineiple but could devise no line of compromise, I fear the

common view of him is true that he is incapable of compromise. He has

got out on a 1imb and he is lonely thurﬁ but does not know how to get &
back. We nru'fhnuhing with the German minister on the 28th
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Had interesting talks on the situation with Sean T. G]Kally,ﬁﬂith
Cosgrave who was there Saturday night , but left when 0'Kelly oame
Sunday noon. He will not speak to either him or DeValera. You can be
sure that neither the Government nor Opposition will do anything
like stabbing Britain in the back but neither will +they go :rn;:hur than
8 beneficent neutrality unless the Geemans attack . I am golng to
Ulster tomorrow to see the powers that be there. It is also arranged
that I csll on the Uard;.nal firet.I talkd to him on the telephone

This morning and arranged it through the Hunui;uw&%#wngith us at
Castle Forbes. I have Just sent a telegram aukingﬂta have reasons
spoke)of au"nbviogg“ for not sending an American ship to either
Cobh or Galway explained. There are obj utinnt:tu Pantry Bay, as I
believe there are no satigfactory tenders and very limited accombdation,

13-: $hall investigate at once. A T

J«K. Davis the consul who evacuated “gkin and recently Warsaw is
on the Job here and doing it swell. I doubt if there are more than

five or six hundred from Ireland propgder who will want to go or who
will be able to unless they are transported free. e te hadus aw “Mq““;
The M::Znteaaf&iniatar for Gommarnu)ta{lunnhing with us today. Last night
we had Desmond Fitzgerald an opposition senator and a member of the
Cosgrave Government. These little partiecs work out very well .

Take care of yourself. 5'7"':-4’

AfT TR

At the Nuncios an hour ago I had an interesting talk with Father
Sylvester raaﬂtur of the Franciscans at Louvain. The story of his

escape was about as bad as could be. They machine gunned and bombed rei
fugees systematiocally to add to the confusion . Ve hear this morning
that the library at Louvain is burned agein. Furord Teutonicus " is

at it again,
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Dear Dawid:

tmmuurunnmm
your lotter dnted Nay 16, 1940,

The State “spartrant Ned Mready taken
qdﬁuhqmtmu{lhmﬂd'
Ireland which vas raised in ToUT tnlegram of
Kay 18, 1940, and I approved the renly which
had been prepared thers. ¥e had te tell yeum
that it wnmnul‘h‘h Lo tek= the sotien
whieh ¥r, era suggested, simce suech &
declaration woald lmply t;ﬂ we wers depapt-

from ouwr traditional in regard te
?‘ esa wffelve and vomls unll.:ﬂ-tﬂ:lr lead
to and confusien in the

Unlted 2tgters ond o .
iR aver,

“incerely roure,
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June 6 1940.

My dear Boss i
We got three pouch-s yesterday, the first home mail

in a month. There were two letters from you. I can understand why
people " go down the line" for you if you write them letters like that.
Two days ago lr. DeValera mmmkxfarxmmx asked me to come to see him
and as a resplt I sent the telegram which requested you to give your
rersonal help to Brsnnanjths 3}15h Minister in Washington in his
effort to get certain equipment . I rugsested that if the emaot
things could not be obtained might not General lzrshall delegate soms
good man to study the problem and outline an alternstive program

of materiel based on what was avalleble always renembering that

the Irish defense forces must rely upon small arms, guerilla tactics
and aswift aotion againat invading parties ) not giving them time to
coordinate.

Th: general situation as regards mural%haa improved very much in
past week. There 1s at last a definite laade;uhip apparent. They

Ay~ B O 8
have rounded up a lot more I.R.A. ladp and leet nigth Aiken about

A
whom a good many of the Opposition had doubts came out strongly and
without reservation for defense . The Minister of Agriculture
Ryan also made a strong speech fully rcpotted this morning. I encloge
it as typieal of what the oabinet are doing. It i1s only necessary to
read the paragraph marked with red pencil . Like all these speeches
over here from people used to working "underground" the meat is
always in a 'Euakad 1n:phraua. The public is used to looking for it,
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Here he says " Some people will tell you the invader will come as
& r:fegﬁipl friend doee not break into your house at night. He waits
till he ia’invitﬂd-"
After lr. DeValera finished talking arms he said insubstance,
" What terrifies me is this;" He went to the map and pointed to a
spot at the head of Donegal Bay where the Lough Erg extends north of
the Border and another point also north of the border fifty miles to th¢
Eagt U I} waa the Yermans /he said I would land at these points
and proclaim myself a liberator." If they shoudl do that,what I could
do?I do not know. " Then he added " Flease don't mention that
to anybody. It might get around. " I said to him:I think the people
up North ought to know that. Would you want me to go up and tell it to
Craigavon also other things pertaining to the situation." He said he
would be grateful if I would. I said I would have to think it over
end see 1f I could get a legitdmate resmon for golng that is to
explore the situation witkzreferemx for my government, I would let
him know. I immediately wrat;:;harcorﬁh seoretary saying that I was
ready to come up to explore the situation in Ulster for my Government
if Lord Craigavon would ocare to see };;u' That I would leave the
question of esuggesting this to Craigavon,with Abercornm who had been
very charming though he is not very bright . This morning comes word
that Craigavon would like to see me .
A couple of hours ago Sir John Maffy came hare’a half hour ahead of ¥
luneh to talk. His son had been desperately wounded. They thought he
was going to die but he is now out of danger and Maffy got back this
morning. He told me that Downing Street had sent for Crailgavon and had

given him merry hellf all but ordering him to make up with DeValera
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and end Partition on the best terms he oould, They found him very
tough,blaming the south for this and that just as DeValera keeps
blaming the north. They told him to forget it that Ireland had to
defend itself as a unit and he must take his medicine. Of course
they are not telliwg this to De'alera Just yet as he will be stubborm
enough,without knowledge of this advantage but he will have his change
and my private guess is that he will get his point and give Eway noth-—
ing as he always has in the vast. I am going up tomorrow morning ,
lunch with the Abercorns and come backtomorrow night 1if possible,

I will go on with this +then.

I think I have mentioned to you that DeValera always maintains such a
QEEE.RE“:(QD meeting of the eya)thut the idea comes back to me that
I am taking a big bersonal responsibility in giving my English

~out and out )

friends and you the picture of him &8 | andati-lazi, wikhxoutxrxesryatin
thltxnxlitxhlzlnh:x::utnxztntnxzluxzizx:nil:x!l:th:::i:::nxn:;zutixxil
exdmukimzarmaxx Well a little thing occurred at our last session
which really assured me. He has af?;rman Nobel prize winner who

fled gurman3,angaged for his Institute of Higher “athamatiua,?raraaanr
something or other. This man is now in abjJect terror in Ireland
fearing that the Gestapo is going to get him an! DeValera is more
coneerned over him than many much more important matters. In asking me
if I could help in getting him to Ameriea he spoke of the S:rmana in

& way that left no doubt as to his feelings. Joe Walshe also lunched
here today. He is the Permanent Seoretary for External Affairs. For
the first time he talkad,Lﬂnridantiall;r with me . I hadn't been too sure
of him before . The lunch was for the new French minister,a pretty

drab routine fellow who talks about it takingqthrua years to get in

toush with a n-w 8ituation, The Granapds were also hers. Beatrice sat
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on my left with Joe Walshe the fenien on her left and we were all very
Jolly. Can you believe 1t 7

You would have admired a party that Maude threw Tuesday ( This is
Thursday ) for the “erman minister repaying the compliments of the
geason. Maude by the way gete more to-be-proud-of every vweek .

I had to get tight to go throush with this ‘t;lﬂ.::l.gJ and toward the
end of luneh I said to Mrs. “empel " These are very tragic times
( A11 northern France just lost) but +hatever happens I hope you
will always believe that it has been a privelege for me to know you.
n BPt what ®ould hsappen ?" she said . Then I couldn't help it. I

aaid;but suppose my oauntrwhantered the war. You rcmember the last
war? " But why should ahe?aha sald and her face fell below zero.
Later I tried the same gag on Fred Boland assistant Secretary for
Ixternal Affairs . " But that isn't possible,” he said.'ruu know &as

much about 1t as I do, I said but the last Gallup poll shows :& change

from 35 per cent for giving the allies arms on eredit to &L per uen;:
He has been quite a friemd of the ﬁ;rmanu in the past. The German
minister is a very decent fellow and we got off together after lunch.

I gaid lnz;:zzt::ltz!hu:f}tnix with subtle diplomatic appreach

“I.'a you trust lMussolini ?: I,thin.k Hitler and he ha\ra a uomplete
undaratanding“ he saild . I hope so for Jnur aake 1 aaid but how

about Stalin ? He shrugged his shoulders sadly and smiled . I said

L
he is the lad who is going to win the war. Europe will g0 Bolshivik,

Fﬂo:ha said our middle class is already deflated,National socialism is

]
already doing for them all that Bolshivism could promise. Then
(]
I a said to him you missed Bill Bullitt by & heir. You ought to
have better marksmanship. " We both laughad in a eilly way and he

said " wouldn't it have been awrull Then we agree that we must be olvi (.
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Be
ilized what every happens and remain personal friends whieh I tnought
was a good idea if the GerFmans came in here and I was in a coop like
John Gudatur .
#e got through the Roosevelt embarkation better then I had
personsl

dared hope and I have been writing letters of appreciation to half the
population of Irelﬂndlesidﬂﬂ inserting a card in the press. They

cut red tape for us right and left or the ship would never have got

J gt
away. If thﬁEa is anutharifjii:j;nffe Kennedy's Klemmer and & number ong
co nd Jo e

steamship agent{and we can work owt a fool proof plece of staff
work. But no more Galway uncle Franklin unless reasonSthat are unknown
to us and the ;rish Government make it imperative that Cork harbor be
not used. At Cobh they have all the faecilties and endugh water for
ligggring at any tide. It cost the U.S5. Lines the feed and demurrage
thirty six .
for xmmmkyxfawe hours using Galway,also a little item of thfty
pounds insurange for & water boat that they had to borrow.
Before you get thiagFranua may be done in and then what? You certainly
have done everything pmxmili¥sx in your power and aumefwhat beyond
your plain authority to avert this digaster . If you could slip in =
bit of oongratulation tathrava Iralang*far uniting to preserve
her Neutrality in some speech or broadesst it would help more than
you think. o wory 7
I got off about ten thlrt:;ror Gove rnme nt Houa-J Hillsboro, Ulste ¥
and arrived for lunoh. There were just the Abercors and myself
and I had a chanoe to make it olear that I was not trying to
butt in on other people's business but that the U.S. was
interested in the settlement of thufl%llh problem and although

Craigavon's ministers had told me that they were not interested

in a aittlt@%f if it weas agreable to him I wanted to hear it
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from the premier himself . I also said that 1f he were to ask me
I would give him my impression of things 'n the south.. The

Duke said he understood perfectly my position and was grateful to

me for taking a helpful interest, that Craigavon had been to Londa

Py

and was ooming at E.aa*tu report to him and afterwards would see
me. So I went to my room and waited till they sent for me

wondering how I was going to talk to a erushed statesman., I de-
cided of course that I could never let on that I knew what had

gone on in London. Craigavon is a redfaced hard bitten fellow

of 71 with fishy gray blue eyes set on an angle. He s a
pleasant smile for a face cut out of a granite rook . However,

I loiked him from the start and we got along fine. We talked till

tea,that is t111 five ,about an hour,and I never would have known
that he had been crushed by the Downing street steam roller .
We went over the same ground that I had gone over iithrfnnrar-

his finanoe minister. The Lhater people were a different race,

were part of Britain and were not interested in southern Ireland
which had been disloyal, had pulled down and burned the Union

n
Jack . I then told him what thn.s;uth was doing in absolute
good faith. He seemed surprised to hear it and said he was pleased,

I asked him what would s ppen if the Etrlnnu landed in Ulster and

L- ]

proclaimed themselves " Liberators™ Oh we'll take ocare of them, he

said. I then asked him if he did not think it well to cooperate
with the South for the defense of the Island. He said he thought

it would be fine but that of couge that wre a matter for the
General Staff in London . He gggglgii}zr§a€¥gggdt take at al
would recognize the South in any w ¥P553&8ILF from Britain.
Finally we had tea with the Abercorns. He has diabetes ( crniglrnE?

and is on a striect diet. He brought out a packet from his pocket

that contained a filthy looking pilece of diabetie bread and a
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slise of plum cake made of diabetic flour. At dinner that night,
the speaker of the northern parliament kwrmsdxmwkx was present.
He is mxhtgx manager and part owner of a big linen mill, After
dinper he talked very freely un@f%unk a different line. He said
that if thvgauth had followed the line that Cosgrave set out
on,by this time they would have been in. They could not have

kept out. But now union was set back for a generation at least.

They could not Join with a country that might walk out of the

dominion status. I said I thought that s _tuff was for home ocon-
sumption, that they wanted very close ties with Britain as

long as they had the power to choose and didn't have the relation

imposed upon them. He w» said that was probably true. Well I got
up early next morning and wae baeck at my desk by ten and was

greeted with the newe that the Washington would be in the end

Deees

of the wuek,(éf;fiﬂat-rything started, talked with Joe's ofriee

in London. His good man Klemmer is coming over Tues_day. We got

off late in the F.M. and went down to Castletownshend for Sunday
Maude and I stopped with Admiral Hugh Somurvilla,hrothur of

Boyle who was murdered. Katherine Crocker stayed at Drishane

House with Edith and Camerom. I went to church the next morning,

Maude of course ratted, said she had lumbago. Two or three

e
pews in rrﬁilfherc was an 0ld man with two red headed sons, Paul

and Kendall Chavasse. Paul about ten days ago was in a mine mwmpm

layer that struck & mine. He was caught in his stateroom and had %

- -
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to dive and swim under water i1l he zot to a companionway. Pretty

c¢lose thing. The other hﬂJ}Kindlll had been one of the last to
be evaocuated from Dunkirk a few days before . They both talked
freely about 1t all, had their tails up and were looking forward

to going baock. This ig Monday June 10. Kendall has Jjust gone over
on the night boat to England to r¢form hés batallion. His wife
is stopping the night with U8, a game girh if ever there was ome.
These people don't know when they are licked.

An hour ago at nine oolook we heard Duff Cooper announce Mussolini}
entrance into the war in a speeoch that is probably the bitterest
8peeoch ever made over the radio. Perhape at mifnight we shall

hear something as scathing from you. I don't suppose there ever

was quite suoh a son of a bitoh ., I shall wailt up to hear you at
twelve fifteen. Things may move pretty fast now. Feople at home

at last seem to be waking up to the faot that 1t will be lezs
éxpensive to do this job while Franee and Britain are afloat than
to do it single handed afterwards . This is tougher than
when the “ermans were at the gates of Paris in 14 gnd again in

Y¥arch 18. Well we've all got to keep our tails up.

June 1l. I kept awake for ;;iJMidnﬁgﬂanﬁ:EuiEF then heard
you. I could feel the whnle‘?tmuspharn of the quadrangle

at Charlottesville and hear the cheering. It was very differ-
8nt from what we have here. It was & swell speech., They

are afraid here to play up the dagger phrase which was the
dramatic note. The Irish Press carries it but in small type

end without comment. The Irish Times does not print it and

that is the Tory paper. I've E0T to grapple noy with

'h‘-‘ﬂnqu‘.“-

People
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who want to go home in the “ashington and have neither money nor

a8 good exouse.

June 12. It looks at preSent writing as if we were going to embaikA

about 950 people from Gnlway,fhuruday and Friday. 7e are looking
out for some of the things that we slipped up on last time but the
faoct remains that Galway, at most, has beds for about 700 visitors,
This week there are four hundred members of a teachers conventions
there and unless we can held a lot of the wgshingtnn passengers
baek in Dublin and Cork till Thursday and Friday there will be no
beds for them, The local atuamship:bpanp}.u keep insisting that they
must get over to Yalwayd because it takes so long to examine luggag
and pasapurtaJall of which is true . I wanted to have & lot ofxing
baggage examined here when 1t arrives from England and then gent
across in bond but I have no authority Lo insist upon it and nobody
takes the suggestion very seriously. They don't care how long
Americans mill around in a freight shed with no Place to sit down
The local steamship agents are weak brothers. I have Just heard #£x
from a travelling fireman from Joe's London Emporium that you are
the villain in th7’piaua a8 rngardulpiuking Galway. You may have
some sseoret muwledgn,othnrﬂau you are all wet on this item,

This morning the Balgian minister called upon me to thank me for
your remarks upon Il Duce. He is & bit cut up about his king, He
has an idea that heatalkad with Wegand on the 26th May and told him
they couldn't hold out and that probably Wegand told him he would
bloody well have to . They are people here who eriticise Duff
Coopers dispassionate comment upon Il Duce . But they are the reople
who are always defeatist. What Cooper hed to do was to buck up

his own people and the Fr+:gh « It was a large order for everybody
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had his tail down over the French situation, You had to get fightig
mad or give up « I think it was a fine speech and a uleful one,

Cooper and Churchill are keeping things €oing over here,

This morning I had a talk with Joe Walshe (External Affiers) I xsd
teld him in complete detail of my trip to Belfast and suggested @
that he and some of the younger men get busy working out in their

heads some sort of compromise Union solution of Partition in the
case that events au‘hsniy meke cooperation for the duration of the
war lnevitable . Dev, is sure not teo compromise and they have got

to put pressure on him from within his own party if they are going

to ast quick. Then he opened what I had really gone to him to ex-

plore but hesitated to suggest. He said,qf by any chance you

should come into the war how would th!ﬂ‘afreat ua?ﬁ

“That 1s Just 1;:1 eaid: If we did come in we would need ports
in the South and West, Cobh and ?urahavan at least also landing
fields for transatlantic flights. How about it " n Wal#dha said
“your coming in would undoubtedly change our position very basically

and instatntly." Of course he meant with U,S,. 1n‘tha‘governmant

could take the ohance they dare not now teke, I am having my pictum
taken with Dev. on Friday morning for LIFE. They are getting up

an Irish number,

: 80 _doubling as

The L“egation secret service, Mr. James uurﬁ%%}Luga on chauffeur

and cow milker tells me that at Government House Ulster the

é%rds and servants were amazed at the reports he gave of breparatifiows
here to resist the foe," God“, they ahiﬁl;e thought you was .

going to join the farma.na and march up and massacree us all," M v ae pl
Last night, Maude and I dined with the lieades, He is the leading
Burgeon in Dublin and the party were all real Dublin Iﬁ&s&ﬂ}!iah

B
Save for a couple of sqaure heads ( Swede Consul) and ,wife,"
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There was the Minister of Commerce MeEntee and his huge wife,u stst
sister of the famous Father Paddy ﬁrnﬁ-n of Keynouth , the afore-
said Sweedes, The Provost of the National University, Patriek
Fooney esq a leading barrister and a sweet Limerick cutie
Kra. Tommy EuLoughliEIEE; engineer of the Shannon works, I hav:ﬁ!b
laughed 1like that since we got over here and a lot of damned gad
good talk with all the chaff. You would have loved it. Good food
and too much to drink. Well at & dramatic pause,l was called to they
telephone. I looked very important beeause Maude had planted
a call so that she could ratﬂ::uut nine forty five. I got to the
A whisper
phone expecting Mr., Flynn, our trunEF_fE“'I; " Its me Flynn., Its
guarter to ten" Instead he said." Liverpool and London has Srst
been calling you., The Washington is torpedoed and the passengers Is
all in the boats.” Till I got home & few minutes later there was
gquite a state of mind on. Then I had to telephone Meade that there

\_th&t xkdathe Wash t float also
had been some overstatement., I wunt'fﬁ'ﬁ?iéggnking God)That I
Coglr

about
could 'EH{FI{h these)people instead of the horse faoced county girls
Love to everybody. L
aze Sy,
Am going over to Galway tomorrow. The ship is due late tonight,

June 11, 9.a.m. Just heard very serious news. Germans loading 40,0
men in transports in Norway. Unless they are orazy those people

are coming here instead of to England.
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"“WE CAN DRIVE
OUT AN INVADEF

Dr. Ryzn Tells
Why Recruits
Are Needed

= WE have no wish to become the Gibraltar of the
Atlantic. If a belligerent can gain a strategic
advantage with a small force he will be tempted
to try it, and that is why our present danger is
so great,"
gaid DR. JaMes Ryan, Minister for Agriculture, at an
all-party public meeting in New Ross, Co. Wexford,
last evening.

concerned by bluff. We must, | “ You Will H.I“ Put_ ;
Your Life At Your |
Country's Disposal-" [

(Dr. Ryan) Bt be “f[MERE is room for a hig

Wrong. A prospective invader . |
think a small force h, mm‘ﬂ.m |

t the venture would j Y || Agriculture, at N ew Ross,
large force. yeaterdny, [




The invader, on the other hand,
would be Agh for a atrategic posl-
tion and would, he added, measure the
sacrifice he was prepared to make
against the advan ke hoped to
ﬁ. If we made victory too dear for

he would be forced to withdraw,

“We boast that we are a fAgh
race and, though many a time defeated,
we have never been congquered, I think
that boast {s largely true,” sald Dr.
Eyan, " and, because I think that, I am
confident that an invading force will
be eventually driven out.

“If we throw our minds back and
try to place ourselves In the position
of one of the former leaders, such as
Owen Roe O'Neill, or vather John
Murphy, or PAdraig Pearse, I am sure
¥ou will agree that they would have
considered themselves fortunate to
have the military advantages that we
have to-day.

“If ve remember how these men

on such sleader foundations, we
should have great heart in our own
sltuntion,

“Future generations will look back
upon this time, and If an invasion
comes—which God forbld—and if we
win through—which God grant—they
will not say that we wers great men
or brave men; they will say that we
did our duty as Irishmen."”

BEWARE OF
THESE MEN—

“Now I want to warn you against
certain lnes of destructive propa-
ganda.” went on Dr. Ryan.

“Beware of the defeatist who

never stand up to a mighty
invader,
“ Many of you remember such types

in 1820-21.

" A friend doea pot break into your
home at night. He waits until he is
,‘ll'll'itﬂ.

“That would be true if we were all
eynlcs,

Danger Real,

Immediate

“I bave come here to-might to talk
to my constituents,” Dr. Ryan said at
the outset, “because I belleve our
country is faced with a very serlous
situation, possibly the most serious
that we in our time have seen, and we
thought we had faced many critieal
situations,”

This, he went on, was a time for few
words and for declasive action. The
hig Powers, engaged in a bitter
struggle for supremacy, on both sides
were only oo conscious of the fact
that the vanquished would be elimina-
ted as a Power for all time. In such
circumstances the rights of neutrals
or of small nations were not likely to
be respected.

“This country may be looked
upen by one of the belligerents as

u good point from which to attack

the other,” he sald. “It may be

Inoked upon by the other as a

menaos for that very reason. You

will see, therefore, that the danger
of Invasion Is real and Immediate.

"It an invader were to come In for
a limited time it might be tolerable,
but that is not likely. A vital position
during war would be equally Important
to the victora when peace comes,

" Whispering
Campaign "

“There is a whispering campalign
Against this movement. It in said that
If you join the Army or join the Local
Becurity Service you will next find
yoursell in France, This rumour is
absolutely maliclous and without any
foundation in fact. You heard rumours
before from the same source,” said Dr, |
Rymn.

“If you joln the Army you will
have to fight In case of Invasion,
but I say to you deliberately and
without reservation THAT OUR
ARMY CAN ONLY BE USED
WITHIN THE JURISDICTION
OF THIS STATE,” added the
Minister.

“You were told In 1938, when we
succeeded in getting possession of the |
ports from Great Britain, that we had
committed this country to fight with

Britain in case of war," Dr. Ryan
stated.
"We denled that and stated our

intention of remaining neutral. You
were told that this country had not
got an independent status and could
not remaln neutral In case of war.
“All these rumours and all
these statements from the same
mallgnant source have proved to be
wrong, just as the present rumonr
will alsa be proved to be wrong,
“If you jJoln the Local Becurity
Bervice you cannot be asked (o do more

(Continued on Page 8)
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Wednesday June 19, 1940,

Dear Boss : This is a lovely , hot afternoon and the Irish are
complaining of the heat. We have had three weeks of this weather
Lruken by only one day's rain. There is ;*herara the battle atmos-
pher;"nn. People are settling down to the reality of probable and
imanent invasion. It can hardly be doubted that if thn1?:rmans
attempt a landing on England they will not make an effort via this
undefended country with its unmined coastal waters. The great

rark meadow that I am looking out on is stufded with railway ties
gset in the ground four feet in the air to stop airplane landings
and the rattle of machine gun practise comes across from a pest

a mile away. Sombody let off an atdnti-aireraft gun a few minutes
ago and I did what I have been putting off for two weeks jthat is
examine the wine cellar as an air raid shelter ., We could retire
there with a corkserew and be very brave.

I have been telegraphing frantiecally %o you for rifles forh
the volunteers the past few days first because they are needed hem
and sedond because the time may come soon when the most useful

thing I can do for you is strongly to urge compromise with Ulster
on Mr. DeValera and I want to be thought of &8s helpful to them

and vell disposed. Thef Government needs the rifles even more to
establish confidence in ite power to obtaln them than for actual

L
dfense. They had their big Unity Defense meeting Sunday noon
LY

on college Green Dublin . College Green is an irregualar shaped
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plaza between the Bank of Ireland, (the old House of Lords Building

de & a—
and the iron paling of *“rinity College quadrlnglu.hLeinstnr b

street m-has ap-emlesgement like a stomach into which & colon
eminiea and discharges with a couple of right angle tributaries,
There was a big crowd, thir;-‘;:r-. forty thousand people and Mr, DeValeq ’
Cosgrave and Norton (Labor ) all spoke from the same platform.
DeValera has definitely stemmed the ebb of his influence by espoust-
ing the Yefense issue but there was no great enthusiasm for him,
“eople tell me that two years ago the crowd would have cheered
itself hoarse before he was allowed to speak. Moderate cheering
only on Sunday. They all take the 1line of demanding preparedness
;ﬂi:m invader. No one specified . Privately and confidentially
they admit they only fear “ermany and are making preparations
WITH Britain for frish defense . In recent talks with DeValera and
Sean T, D'khlly. McEntee and Joe Walshe iLhe permanent foreign sec-
retary I have suggested that if Germany crushes ﬁritain and per=-
mits her resurgence as a third class power she will of necessity
keep Irkland as a Gibraltar to wateh &ritain and house a’_{em&n
garrison, also to develop the ports whiech control the traffie
of the Western Atlantia; air and maritime; alse as lebenstraum
for four or five million “erman farmers who could very easily
increase the productivity of the island about eight times., No one

in % Governme
g8 differe om this view but of course the man in the street

does not visualize it . Accepting this premise the Government can
onl ;

se Dbetween making such a result less likely by Jjoining up
with Eritain at onoe II(or pursuing neut®ality without hope that it

A iy e Meapotin., e
will be respauted) or by Joining the éarmanﬁ'} n no one of the

alternatives ocan she hope to escape being a battlefield ,

A8 you see, 1t adds up sttt te—hretter—togitad in fuvor of throwirg
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in with Britain with the ahanoﬁﬂir England holds off armeny -:ubuj.éb
ot -

M:H. preservios the liberty ‘;anoyﬂﬁﬂnd very possibly =& bringﬁm
partition to Gedeeey A (S I
The one thing that would strengthen the government politically

M. Cran
and enable them to Iiﬂi? the anti-Sritish lag in publie sentiment
would be a gesture of at least Lilitary unity for the duration of
the war by Craigavon . He knows that if he made this it cuts the
ground from under his politeal position as being part of Britainm,
DeValera knows 1t also,and that is why he would accept it as an
entering wedge . When I was up at Government house in Ulster on
June 7 and 8 and saw Graigavan,aa I wrote you,I beceme satisfied
that he intended to do nothing or learn nothing, He was the perfect
Bourbon but very pleasant. 4 week later I wrote the enclosed letter
as a bread and butter letter to the Duke of Abercorn, I doubt if
hl“"a:ite grasps what is going onm in the world but he is a very
nice fellow and was very kind to me . The situation was drifiting
80 fast and in such a bad direction down here-- I mean Rx that
up till that time,no very definite stand in regurd to fdsfanaahmhkn.¢:;‘
although the “ational ‘ﬂufanaa couneil had been fo¥med from the
three parties ) that I took the chance. I showed it to S5ir John
Yaffy and he advised me to send it and asked for a eopy to send to
Downing street . After all if it does no good 1t.nan do no harm
except to Gray and somebody has got to speak out in meeting,
Haffy who in some ways is better informed than I em,agrees 100
per cent with the view I have unfolded, I had a talk with him
this mornink inquiring whether Downing Street had followed up the
Craigavon he had reported to me & week before., He said

no. Hh was convineed now that Caldicott in the Galﬁial Office and
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A Would only go on talking and would do nothing; that he Maffy would
have to go over their heads to Churchill but he wondered if
some one could not give him a tentative unbinding draft of the

present
Sauth'u{{ﬁizu a8 to Ulster , maximum and minimum, Well it happend
that last night James Dillon was here to dinner and told me that

he had shown DeValera exaotly such a draft that very afternoon
and had offered to be the goat and s onsor it ;f beValera said the
word., Fa is coming to dine again tonight and we will go over it.
We fixed it up last week vut i1t seemed to me that it was not the ¥
time to trot it aut'hattar walt till the North made an advance,
0f course if DeValera approves the idea I shall have nothing to do
with it unless he asks me personally to transmit it to affy
ar+n kite .
I lunched and played Golf with #affy Sunday after attending the
mass mreting . Saturday we had a very Jolly lunch at the McEntees
(minister of Commeree ) at which Sean I'. O'Kelly and Mrs. P.J.
Rutledge were present also lirs. McEntee's brother the famous
Hev., Dr. Paddy JuruwnFPror. of kath. at Meynouth. Father frown 80

seduced your grat Aynt that he appeared Sunday morning at eleven
to uunﬁgffﬂﬁarjoria1%§§§¥§i§§:gi%ﬁgggikﬁaf communicating with her
newly gon Jack « Then he went to the mass meeting where

I left him only to find him when I returned about six with

Maffy. He is now & fixture and how you would like himf Flaying golf

at Portmarnock I said to “affy ( The news of the French debacle hal

Just come ) I feel :shamed having a country and a safe home Just

now with all you fellows as you are."
' 1]

"
’Eh&ria very good of you to say thﬁt'hﬂ said . We've seen all thems

Russians homeless and working at menial Jobs. I may be trundling

a barrow myself ., It isn't easy when you have been a proconsul and
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are old and thinking of retirement and a pension, " He told me
the story of the Prince of Wales (Windsor) when he came to Peshawar
when Maffy was Governor or Besident , The frince bawled him out
beocause the situation being bad they were hurrying him about
along the surface of thinga'nhiah he didn't like. And then
Maffy who knew his father wullt handed him & few home truths
which the frince did not like at all, kaffy said for several years
afterwards whenever they met, Edward was sullen and m:sntrul till ore
day he came up to him held out his hand and said I think you were

al

right about that show at Feshawar and I was wrong, The usual

8tory that the frinau slipped out and went alone e rem—
to the bazaar and that on returning Maffy threatened to put him we
in arrest if he did not give his word not to do it again Maffy safid

was not true. l.\rf‘"""":} w

[Latur in the P.H.?uc-.stlarosaa’ has Just left with a pint of scotch
under his ninety inch belt. He left one good one, a Scotchman was
talking with an Australian anr{tr;ring to impresa him with the fact
that he was a ﬂuatumm."mva you got many Scotchmen in Austf§ralia
he asked. " Oh yea? said the &uﬂtralianﬂhut our trouble is rabhita!t
With the world tumbling down we need a few laugha, Castlerosse
tarlé%iaﬁ of air plane prod.uotiﬂ%nﬁaiaéiid& Lﬁrd Huffield had been the
HIIFIE  devil in theplot. Ha"‘TaE'ﬁlhe could do all these things like
Henry Ford says he can &&%Hém and then he didn't, He said his boss

Beaverbrook had doubled production sinee he went in.
Dillon dined here again last night and tells me that DeValera

does not want him to make any trial proposition to Ulster so
I shall have to get hold of Maffy and tell him it is all off, It is
heartbreaking when so much depends on making this island impresnabﬂx

+4 to have petty Jealousies and hates making a united stand 1mPOBﬂié L
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June 22, The drought was broken last night by rain. Yesterday I got
a letter from Abercorn_thanking me for mine(the enclosed) and addis
ing that as I had not marked my letter private he had sent it on

to Craigavon. S0 far so good. In the past week there have been two
resignations of parliamentary secretaries in the Ulster Govt, in
protest against Craigavon's Inaffeutiva‘pafzﬁge measures, Just whaT
it means I don't know but it is pruhabl;;: movement for an under-
standing with the South. A message came from Mr, VeValera at noon
today aﬂ?ing me if I could come to his office at 3.30 p.m. He lookd
var;:gga drawn and was off later in the day to address meetings
at Tralee and elsewhere. He asked me what I thought of the .merican
situation and whether I had any late and special news. I said I
thought our position was that of being morally at war with fEermu.nyI
now, that if Sermany had the power gshe would treat us as an eneny
and destroy ue, that the new cabinet appointments were exactly
as you stated them to be, an ewidence of the country's increasing
golidarity for defense but that it was evident that the fact that
they were both announced interventionists was significant. I said
that neither Stimson nor ¥nowx could heve taken this step except
after consultation with other “epublican leaders and that person-
ally I could only regard 1t as step to.ard more active asaistance
to the allied cause in the interest of imerican defense,

I told him I thought he was doing everything he could do and
doing it very well and asked him if any word had come from Craig-
avoh . He said no. I said " If I were you I would sit tight and
wait for it, but when it comes I think you would do well to make

compromises and meet them more than half way



L} ?'
way. He f sal’, there is only one solutron of this thing and that
is for the North to Join us in our neutrality until we are in-
vaded. We could be more useful that way?
I aid that I still thought that was absolutely out of the qunatimh’
that Britain must control the narrows on both sides and have
access to the ports. cI should have asked him how a portion of
a country at war undeolares itself and becomes neutral.xitkmwt
whether this can be done without the consent of the enemy ) He askel
me IThxkx whether if Ulster joined the South in neutrality
combined
the United States could not guarentee th&w, neutrality. I told %
him that the Secretary of State's reply to his inquiry as to the

StuZl,
possibility of guarenteeing Eire's would in my opinim
namely

be the answer to a new inquiryAtha.t it was impossible , I told hi
ag if I were an Irishman
him that in my thinking about the situ&tinnAI always had to come
back to the proposition that if England went down Ireland would
of a certainety be occupled aaft eitadel guarding her and uuntmllina,
the Atlantie. He sald years ago Irelands neutrality should have
been guarenteed for that very reason . When President Wilson was
talking about the Freedom of the Seas Ireland should have been

L}

the Switzerland of the proposition . I said loock at Switzerland
now."

He said of coursevdq if .imerica came in it would alter Du.lfaituatim
over night but as it is I can't throw in with B ritein now. We haw
no arme. 1 cant ask hi:lh unarmed mehto fac” e an enemy in coats of
meil even if I were sure the people would follow me . I said per-
haps 1if you would throw 1::1:;1151&:1-1 would share her arms with you,
Why doesn't she do it now ? he asked ., When the Yermans land he

went on they are golng to announce themselves as liberators and

¢all on us to help them free Ulster., " I couldn't say that I diad
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not think this was nad¢ so. Instead I sald I think you are doing
everything that can be done at present . I haven't met & single
person of any school of politeal opinion who does not applaud you
and “ay that you are the only man for this terrible Job., 0f cour=
I do not know it officially and I never mention it to any one but
1 know you have compelete understanding with Britain about
sending powerful anssistance the moment you are attacked and vhat
more can you do at the monanft They ought to let us have anti-
tank guns for one thing he said. i few tanks if landed Tieklow wg
xzoxit or on the Yest could roam about Ireland unmolested except
by land mines and it would only be & chance that we could mine
the right roads . I said England must shortly be putting a strong
motorized foree into Ulster with tanks enough to cope with any-
thing but a major expeditionary force. He thought that was likely.
I then asked him if he had received the message that cume to me
from Unda;Eauratary Welles ycsterday andﬁuhiuh I had trasmitted
a § o et onece to the Permanent Secretary for External
Affiairs., He said no and seemed very relieved and pleased when
I told him that he would get in part at least what he had asked
for,thanks to your intervention . I am writing Sumner that anything
that we can do just now to put him under obligations to us will
help very much when this Ulster situation comes to & head as it 1s
very likely to do soon . If he balks at a reasonable compromise
which w!1l save Ulstef's face we'll have to tell him that .imerican
public opinion w%&l not stand for it, that the left wing I.R.A
whiah used to pu.t. imeriecan politeal p_r# ssure on, in his behalf
is now dunounuing him as having sold out to Bmitain and beides that

is discredited with us,as allied with ¥mxx Nazi Fifth Columnists y
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that while we have twenty milliosn Catholics we have forty million
straight fundamentalistp Methodists and Paptists who are well orgm=
ized politeally and who are inelined to sympathize with Ulster
if coerced, especially xmsoxxmx now'ihan American sympathy is turn-
ing in favor of England. I am working ofythe draft of a memoran-
dum on this line which 1if the emergency arose I could pass on
to him in the form of ‘afrimd.l;-.r suggestion of what might be the
American reaction., His mind Igorks in queer ways but I like him
the more I see him and we are getting used to each other, Vhen I
left him taday’I told bim he must get some diversion, something
to take his mind off this problem. I asked him if he had anyone to
read to him. " I'm all right?he sald ," my work is & diveruinn:
Hetold me one other thing. He sald Dublin had no defense but could
not be proclsimed an open town because the government offices could
not well be moved nor the barracks which are all around it. He
thinks England is due for a tremendous air attack not by nundreds
of planeg but by tgpusanﬁa.‘ie is probably right. I told him
: of theﬂfarmnr whc‘yhan asked what he thought of things Biid
II'& like to see England NEARLY bate." Helaughed and said, that's
it. NEARLY. But that has never been my idea. 48 scon as Ivas condi-

dent that they were going tuilet us alone I have wanted a very

strong England.

bright
It ia,}ight here this week till nearly eleven . When I take late
. Hm

walked around the little park and look over into the sunken ditch

gputisde I see things which are not for your ears and which cause
s Ra(pts -

me to slink into the bushes to hi_de my bluahug~. Nature seems to0

be much the same here as elsewhere.
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Yesterday which was Sunday June 23 1 put in a day with Father
Browne. He came to lunch, then we played golf and oume back for
supper. He 1s the close friend of Sean T. D'ihlly, brother of

Industry and
Mrs. MeEntee whose husband is GSecretary of Commerce mmaxiximx. .

He is pretty well in the Jmow and gave me £;a low down on the
cabinet situation. I asked him if he didn't think a gesture of
friendliness and help from the North was the moet important thing
at present to hold the south in line with the bad French news,
He said yes. Maffy talephuné}mn gust as I was about to telephone
him. He stopped in on his way down town. I told him ten aays had
passed since I had written Abercorn and Ehau {Ejmight now be
two 1ata‘ but had anything been done up th:}gfggﬁfrihﬂraupun

took me into his confidence and told me thingas that I had better
not put down on paper but which you could probably get from
Lothian if you asked for them. GUenerally the idea was that they
had been working hard on DeValera but had not yet got him to
recede from his position of noutrality; Zxtmidzkimzihaxtxmasxelix
rightxziakz that they were afraid that if Ulster made gestures now
it would be looked upon as « palpable trap to get them into the
war here. That of course is 2ll so but wundercover stuff gets no
where in bucking up the morale in the South. I finally made this
suggestion, Let some one important in Ulster say," We respect your
neutrality. We hope you can stay out of 1t but if you are invaded
8%9¥x#%% inspite of our political differences we are all irighmen
and we will back you up to the last man and last gun. " Let them
see how that goes ., What Maffy is chiefly concerned about is the
possibility of intensified Suhmarﬁ} war making the need of a

protected port essential in Southern Ireland, I warned him again
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against foreible action on the score of its el'feot upon amerioabn
opinion and the opportunity it woula €ive enemies of ﬂkit&in to
Score. He asked me if T could think of some way , approaching this,
Thus far I can't . I wish I had your head for these things,

Maude has the Nunecio and his secretary to lunch Loday with
Beatrice Granard,Lady Powerscourt, the Frank MaDermnta::érandard;

brother and sister. I wish you were here ,

This 1s ‘uesday Morning June 25 and the pouch is to be closed
ghortly . We are expeeting any outvward bound mail may be the last
for an indefinite period. To me it seems possible that the ma jor
German landing might be made here ,though the diffioulty of TEIHR

petrol supplies would be =& serious one. The whole of Ireland uses
Just about the stdok used by the London Bus Company,

I enclose a postal item which you maey not have,
We h:zd supper last night with a doctor Collis interested in mEm=i
Dublin slum clearance and housing. There was a charming Jesuit
priest as the other guest. He told this one : An Englsihman wag
watcehing the annu-1l football game in Ulster between Linfield,

the Orange institution and & The Celtics the creat Catholic team,

£ood plays
He applauded mmmkxzite impartially . A dour ﬂrangaman observed
him and aaked?'lra :re for Linfiuld?"ﬁ%"said the Englishman, .re

fe for d&gtica 7 Hq: I'm Just applauding the good pl&yu: " Then Ye
must be a bloody Atheist."
Love to you all in which Maude Joins,
AfT
Thda.

o ‘J;* L B .-'. I.'.._'J; —_



Dublin, June 14, 1940.

Dear Abercorn:

It is impossible to obey your injunetion not
to thank you for your hospitality amnd it is
especially impossible not to thank you for the
large measure of confidence you have accorded me.

As I told you, my position has been that of
exploring first hand the attitude of Northern
Ireland toward Partition and my warrant for it
has been the substantial interest of my Government
in some final settlement of what is called the
Irish Question, Beyond this and without instruec-
tions from my Government my personal concern ovar
the situation has led me to attempt to convey to you
and Lord Craigavon my impression of the unquestionable
good faith of the Government of Eire in preparing to
meet the present emergency. 1t 1s of course obvious
to you as to me that without the closest military
ccoperation and without mutusl trust and good will
the defense of this Island would be impossible.

My personal habit of belief and hope are in

cooperation everywhere, I should like %o see the
whole

His Grace
The Duke of Abercornm,
Governor of Northern Ireland,
Government House,
Hillsborough, Northern Ireland.



whole thirty-two counties of Ireland united by free
gchoice., I should like to sees this united Ireland
bound by free choice to Great Eritain, I should like
to see the two Islands in the same way united with
the Eritish Commonwealth of Nations, and I should
like tc see ell the Democraclies of the Weatern
Hemisphere partners in this seame enterprise. I am

a unionist on & large scale because I see no other
way in which christian democratie civilization may
hope to survive.

On this ruuftuanth day of June the situaticn 1is
already critical if not desperate., As I ses it there
are two possibilities: ome that Eritain fights on
alone; the other that Britain and a remnant of France
fight on with the assistance of the United States. If
the United States should intervene and the outcome be
the defeat of Germany I think it a fair assumption
that the United States would hope for a permanent
solution of the Irish Juestion which apparently is
some solution of Partition. If the United States
does not intervene it would of course have no say
in the matter. In the case that BEritain fights on alone,
more then ever the need for militery egooperation and
united action seems to me to be imperative. You of
gourse personally will understand that the dif-
ficulties of the Government of Eire increase with
each successive disaster to the allled arms, There
are svidences that the Nationalists on your side of

the border are resentful of the Government's
attitude
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attitude here and will exert increasing pressure on
it.

Liddle of the road opinion always drifts toward
the wictor and fears to back a losing horse. If this
situation be allowed to drift, even for another weak,
in my opinion it will very likely be too late to do
anything., In my opinion, unless at the least socme
immediate and striking gesture is made by Lord
Craigavon in the directiocn of Geographical Unity for
the purpose of Lsland defense the consequencas will
be grave, 1 believe his apprehension of such a step
as involving him in the political surrender of his
position to be justified, but I fear the choice that
sonfronts him is between that and & break down of
Irish defense with the consequence of opening Britain
to attack from the rear, which might well prove fatal.

Forgive me for writing so frankly, but I em very
apprehensive, Every day, every hour counts. You
mist weld this Lsland opinion into & mind devoted to

repalling the invader or go down.
God grant that wisdom and mutual forbearance

will prevail,

s

Faithfully yours,
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Dear David:

I have read with grest interest your personal and
confidential letter of May 31 regerding the situation
in Ireland and giving your aatim&te of poesible future 2/
developments there, x2/2-H

When you suggested in your letter that if I "could
nit on a message it would be a gresct help" I wonder if
you did not have in mind something along the lines of
my subseguent speech at Charlottesville, Virginia, on
June 10,

I well realize that owilng to lack of facillties
you have had to work under greast handicaps in the embarka-
tion of our pecnle from Ireland and I am grateful to you
for an efficilent Job under dlfficult circumstances. As
regards the fares charged for the passage there 1s no
truth to the statement quoted in your letter that they
were fixed by the State Department, The ratee were
egtablished by the Steamehip Company end while they may
geem extremely high in comparison with neacetime fares
it has to be remembered that the ship which was eent over
carried nelther passengers nor cargo on its outward
voyage and no cargoe on the return trip, There were also
certain extraordinary expenses in the form of increased
insurance, extra wages for the crew, ete. I am glad that
we have been able to get these people home under any
circumstances.

I understand that the State Department has been
very favorably impressed by the manner in which you
have been keeping them informed on all developments in
II‘Elﬂnﬂ..

Very sincerely yours,

i

& ’
/ F s ( WOV
Ll sl = e L & / i

o

The Honorable 90 *5+
David Gray,”,¢f?
ﬂmeriaﬂn Minister,
Dublin,

——

< Pl P



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 19,1040,

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your memorandum of June 12,
1940 transmitting a letter from Hr, David Gray,
American Minister to Ireland, I transmit herewith
the draft of a letter which you may wish to send
to Mr, Gray in reply. Mr. Gray'a letter to you
is returned herewith,

Faithfully yours,

Enclosures:
l. From Mr. Gray
dated May 31, 1940,
2. Draft of reply.

The President,
The White House,



June 19,1940,

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your memorandum of June 12,
1940 tranemitting a letter from Mr, David Gray,
Ameriean ¥inister to Ireland, I transmit herewith
the draft of a letter which you mey wish to send
to Mr, Gray in reply, Mr., Gray's letter to you
ie returned herewith,

Falthfully yours,

CORDELL HULL

Enclosures!
11 rm HI‘. ﬁ“"
dated May 31, 1940,
2, Draft of reply.

The President,
The White House,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 13, 1940,

i X

THE SECRETARY OF STATE o

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F.D.R,

/5,-*-_#*

Letter from "David", U.S, Legation,

Irelend, 5/31/40 to the President

Pl &
Dublin,
y in ra
Furopean War.
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U.3. Legation Dublin
May 31 1940.
My dear Boss :
Things are getting pretty tough . I have put most @
of the 1latest phase of things in two dispatchegfzz the decretary.
The important thing however ol whieh I dere not write exoept most xamd
confidentially is the possibility of events shaping so that the
Zpitish have to occupy ﬂeruhaﬂn to eombet the submarine menace when
it storts up again. @fter the Roosevelt comes in tomorrow ,and the
agsumption iz fzi: that I have received instructions from the
5ecretary of state I am going to ask to be informed what thn:Iiiah
Sovernment will do in the event,that due to uuhmari; warfare
Spitean is obiged to cancel “rish ullutmi%a of coal grain,petrol
and other staples which have been very generously made thus far,
What in the event of an appeal to the:t;;d faith shown by the Sritish
the event 7
in giving up theports two years ago,and their understanding t Tt
danger, assistance would be rendered .tdr——inbend—to—de ., I wish you
would let this be working in your mind, If you eould hit on a message
it would be a great help. If the “rish American Church in America
Irelend to a
pould send some message t;:¥EE§EEEIEH}QI“F%§;;¥auy it would be a gme
great help. I have been talking very intimately with James Dillon
Cosgrave's lieutenant who is on the new National Council of Safety.
He is for throwing in with Britain at onoe as the lesser of two danger§’
He believts Irelend will become the battle fi“eld if the Irish ommm
cannot keep the “ermans from making a landing. I don't think they can
stop them,unless they intend merely a strategiec diversion with =a
small c¢olumn. The situation needs drum beating and a slogan . Perhaps

DeValera will hit on it . It is not impossible that if he holds back

The ﬁppnnition will carry his representatives on the Counocil with
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them and will take over for the duration of hostilities as they did
in the Black and Tan times and later in the oivil war. He lacks

the quick decisions for emergency.

Later. I have just had a talk with Jam-s Dillon whnrgama here for

tea., He tells me in confidence that yeats he witheld his proposal #
oo Bl .4 Relinnat siefonay s

. f-l-l-l'. Feaaafs [

for immediate arrangements with ritain}?earing that it would shoek
the Government representatives though endérsed by his own two
assoclates but demended and got an interview with the premier and
read him the whole proposition. To his rurprise Mr. DeValera

said he agreed with it in toto but fearcd that it would be & mistake
to publish it as & polioy at the moment. The Jrish people were not pre-
pared for it . Pressed by Dillon as to whether staff talks with EZngland
had been held he said ne fhat if it got out the anplB would mnot
stand for it. ( He told me the same thing ten days ago ) but he added
to Dillon very secretly that if an invesion started ther{was an
understanding with Sritain for immediate aid. S0 there you are,

I ean tell no one this but you .

We lunched with the éarmﬂna last Tuesday. They come to us this
coming Tuesday. Hempel and his wife are quite nice people but he
hes a bastard of a seeretary . Maude ir doing grand. I don't know
when I shall get another mail for you. \We have had no pouech for
over three weeks . This embarkation on the Huuuevglt haa been a bun-
gle for which I must take my share of blame. Nothing foreseen,no
staff work on the part of the steamship company and we with no power.
Next time I am going to get it sll worked out before hand to the last
detail. One thing I am not responsible for and about whieh I have

repeatedly warned theﬁzﬁpartmant and that is the repercussions that

will come from oharging the same price for cots in the hold es for



cots in the living rooms. The United Fress representative in
lLondon tells me that the Company's sgents there have been telling
complaining passengers that the fares vere establighed by the
State Yepartment and that they can do nothing about them, I have
protested to the company vely violently over the injustice of
eharging the came price for two standerds of adccomodation but got
no satisfaction. They will get some adveirse advertising. I am in-
sisting on a personal check by our consuls of the Captains report
on life saving appartus. We are working in conjunetion with the
Irish Government's survey officer . I shall refuse to allow the issue
of the emergeney certificate uiless there is full eguipm nt
of life rafts and life preservers to 8u.lement the deficieney in life
boat eapacity . I don't want to get caught on that score if there
should be an accident.

Ourlove to Eleanor and all the family. My best to Missy.

AL T

If we are oaught in a war we have plenty of Irish vameson but no

soap.

Dont ever let them use the port of Ga;way again while Cobh is
available . The congestion there is very bad,dua to the faet that
the tenders can only get over the bar =k one trip every twelve
hours . It may be nearer America but the time lost in embarkation

will meke up for that and the discomfort of the passengers is

mueh greater owing to the lack of facilities. The steamship people
insist on people spending one or two nights thura(anﬂ guite proparly)

in order to get the baggage examined properly and the paper work done.

(-



Friday June 28, 1940

e

Dear Boss:

Yesterday was quite a day. Sir John Maffy earrived early
on his way to his office and finally said he had been authorized
hy?hia government to take me into his confidence and tell me that
a proposal for a complete ending of partition had been made to
the irish Government in w return for the ending of neutrality . He
sald that it had been communicated to Joe and that Joe had passed
it on to you . H e was hoping that I could see my way clear to
see Ehpillra who was supposed to be discussing the matter in
full cabinet . I told him that I would have to walt for instruct-
iond from you or the Department but that I would ask for inatmatiﬂh,

+« I therefore sent a telegram secret and confidential saying in
affantﬂl have been privately informed of a situation vl which I
believe you have been informed by London. Shall I inguire attidude
of Jrish Governman£1'3aliave it advisable to make inguiry bvefore
decieion is takem ". Then I called Joe and asked him if he had
transmitted a certain proposal yesterday to you. fie said he had
and suggested that I do nothing till I heard from you.
ixdsp¥txysrxzouxhxtfzihex No answer has thus far come ( 12.30) p.m

Friday.
I told Maffy that I thought it a mistake to go at 1t in this way

that in my opinion there should have been gestures preliminary
of good will from Ulster and a preparation in the press of some

30T% ©f  emergency program which would get the South committed
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and then lead to the inevitable preaution getting reesdy together
whether it violated neutrality or not ., The movef the British hwg

taken in promising a complete and immediate ending of partition.

{ ;g )

I am afraid now will look like & trap. A month ago the COpposition ,
told me such a move would hafe“pean Jumped at by “eValera but

it was not then consideredg Zind '3ub it is a wonderful thing for
t'is government if they had the gudS to accept it and I believe
with the right kind of leaq?ahip they could put it over. They
naturally feel very timid these days and wishfully think that
by wes not plumping with England they are going to make their

lot easier in the event of a Berman crushing vietory . I enclose
a memorandum which works out the Hrglm:g?:kuepﬂ running in my hesd
and which a good many of the more intelligent irishmen assent to.

Granard oame to lunch and was very chatty. He had just come
back from & few days in England. Jje agreed with me that his Xmk
kind over here 'ere dumbells and were only getting what wasdlaﬂawia z
them.

M‘.‘fthrua o'elock I had another lunch with the fapal Nuncioc to mee ¥
the Cardinal Primate lMcRory. There was also the Italian Minister
ﬁerardia, Sean T, ﬂ"xelljr and the Nuncio's secretary Monsigniore Sm‘i‘)‘_
I got along fine with the “Yardinal who is & spry little man. We
agreed that ;riuh Whiskey was the noblest work of man ani the
a very desireable gift of God. There was an awful lot to eat
which after my number 1,lunch 1 couldn't cope withJI 80 I had
all my time for drinking with the Eardina.l Primate , perardis who

sat oppositie me began explaining in his almost incomprehensible g

but fluent French what the Mﬁditurrmaan system reqguired and how

the British never would understand it. ‘hen I turned to the vard-
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inal again xxg with my stock opening," We need a little more
Christianity; don't you think so?" and then if that is so and
you believe in concliliation why are harping on the wrongfof part-
ition ?{ In his address at Meynouth the day before he had got loose
on that line ?had to be soft pai:llad by the Guvarnmnnt] The
banquet became more and more like,Oppenheim stage diplomatie
funetion with Perardis holding his hand before his face (au I could ;*t'
hear}, ! stage whispers telling SeanT. 0'kelly that he muatlfét be
beguiled by the gritiah and Sean T. understanding very little of i+
but saying ';uiu,”ﬁui'at intervals and looking sourer and sourer,
And the dear old Nuncio at the head of the table like an old
bird with a parrnt‘s eye smiling begnignly and missing nothing. Alomg
apout six the primate was raad;{ to leuve and I took him down

town to his hotel . In the oar 1 said Yuu feel partition to be
the great crime against Ireland. What nm;miulfllhtnﬂ:: price
should Eire pa:-r to end it if they hadﬁ u cha.nue? " No price at all :
he shot baak. ‘It is ours by right.. ‘.‘:'ha.t are you golng to do with

n

eight hundred thousand black prntestant-a?l said l.1.:‘ you try to coerc
thm?‘i don't lmuw‘:ha sald. thn't you think that's got to be thoud
uut?l said. I wasn't jﬂkin;’l went un:‘a‘nout what you sald yester-

day at *eynouth., L don't know any of the details but it is clear ti&

that North and South are trylng to reach an understanding and evey

body that stire up feeling is going to make it hardar‘.‘ He agreed ¥

that if that were so the less said the better. He promised to come

to lunch with us the next time he came down to Dublin, Mi%““dﬂp‘rf-’(’&‘r
Friﬂayt Maffy showed me the draft of the original proposition

made by #alcolm McDonald for the Cabinet to “a‘-’alara. It guaren-

teed the whole works lock stock and barrel, pravifg for the

drrttrbe—rrree— ... . -
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immediate setting up of a commission to draft a new all lreland
Constitution but insisting on a declaration of War by Eire, DeValera
countered with his favorite proposal that Ulster akewsd should
withdraw from the war and become nautr&thhuugh how this could be
doge he 4id not say . Chamberlin who is direoting the negotiation
for the Cabinet ocame back,waiving the war declaration and propos-
ing that Eire goes ahead and armq with Jritish arms ( which as a
matter of fact they are already doing}}invita Engldsh tr_oops to
come in and putttn;z?hu ports at the disposal of the allies.
_He further§ guarenteed the consent of the Horth to dninnjthough this
morning @rxigxxmx ( Sunday June 30) the papers carry a proposal
made yesterday by Craigavon in which he says he will never consertt
to political union though willing to combine for military ends.
He doesn't realize what they are intending behind his back,yet
my own huneh is that if DeValera pushes them too hard, Churchill
will say to hell with you . That was why I felt it might be &
good thing to let DeValera know you knew of the offer ai once.
i{uwavarl the more I think of it the more I think it 1is better
to wait a bit jand not give the impression that we helping Pritein &
get them into a trap . They have got to see and feel for them-
gselves that nothing is going to save them if Sritain goes down,
leEntee (Industry and Ixwwx Commerce ) mude o speech to that effect
last night but he is not taken into the conference. DeValera hud
with him Aiken and Lemases only . lLemass is reputed to be clever
but in debt to bookmakers with the possibility of scandsl breaking
on him( which I dun:t think Yev. knows) +iken as I wrote you hus
been suspeet as a Fifth Columnist but on the best authority I

can get this 1s untrue, But I wrote you last week that Fesdesr
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an important priest that I know ,uharactarizad him as a" dud" Appxm
Apparently the premier never let them talk in meeting. Once or
twice Lemass began to show interest and was hushed., Before this
reaches you ( It will go by the Washington 4bout July 7) the
saituation may have orystalized. Of course if Eire is attcked be-
fore the negotiation is broken off DeValera will take the l}ritish
offer if it is still open,us probably it will be. If they should
erush Eritain without attacking Eire he will locok on if he can,
You cannot blame him for thinking that he will fare batter if
he doesn't dip in. In all this it must always be remembered that
while the Government wants Hritain to win +there are enough people
whaxhxyEziemm whose hatred of Britain has been kept alive by the
present regime for politeal advantage to make 1t difficult for

the Government to throw in with gritain before being attacked by
“ermany. Of course theﬁzprmans must have made the Government
promises but what they are I havn“‘% been able yet to find out. If
I ever find out it will be by not asking guestions,
The news of Wilkidé's nomination was a great surprise to us . If
forelgn poliey can be barred I should think he would be very
vulnerable as a candidate. The history of the Commonwealth &and Sou-
thern set=up even though Wilkie was not then assocliated with 1t, is
pretty bad and puts him on the defensive from the start., Lookin, atif

it from here I don't see how you c¢an help from running but we
hate to have you stand this grief for another four years .
Yuaterﬁayl the little brown brother popped up with x=m hon. request?

to eall on Hon Excellenoy . It proved to be Hon:‘Sutnuya Beppu,
econsul of Japan, Liverpool " according to calling card. He is

moving over here and echo inguires why Eire at this time,
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I told him how happy I had been in his beabtyful country in 1902
and again in 1927. I asked him if he were interested in religion
which 18 I find a good subjautland we discussed Shinto and then
Bushido . I told him I had made a speech at a dinner of the “arvard
Club in Tokio in 1902 and hagh said that I couldn't understand
whg Japan wanted to adopt western industrialism when they had

& civilization which provided what we were hoping to attain to,

through socialism, no one rieh , no one poor, fine munners
and general happiness. I said “aron %aneko presided but no 5
'M_M
made any cokment on my oration. He then sald Saron, faneko was still
et D
alive aged 87, ,and made & speech at Mr. ﬁappu'aiwedding. The subjael™

LY L
was a visit to Sagamore Hill and seeing aAunt Edith knitting

and surrounded by the children. He admired it. It was his idea of

lr Bepyu first
womanhood, woman in the home. lpfﬁﬁﬁ?;rad his[tea with sugar
“ ond cup

and lemon and then found it was pretty good China tﬁﬁgaﬁﬁgzaﬁx ix
gstraight the way I do., We'll keep an eye on Hon,Beppu . There used
to be an Englishman who acted as Japanese consular agent here

but I think they have never had any Yupanese representation . I aontT
think there is any business here with Japan,

Early lest week Erskine Childers (jr) the youngest member of the

Dail and & member of Fianna Fail came to see me to discuss “rish-
American trade . I told him that I hed already urged on MeEntee the
d:-velopment of exports of ground peat { thafiarmana used to have
the market) and hand made tweeds and the popularization of 4rish
Whisky in U.S.A. also the luwxury market fur.Ikiah bacon., I said
there was a lot of talk about all these things but they were never

pushed., He said unfortunately that was so , that he couldn't get

:i;iahtuh exporters to combine and spend money in exporting and
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marketing in U,5., He was very discouraged about lrish economics,

said =X the new industries were not nuuuaeﬁing with a few
exceptions R(Sa_i‘d(and this was uigniﬂaa.nt:"l' irish wealth is :I.nd.i—:mﬂﬂﬁ“)

in the ;:ﬁ;izh::nuuu. It hasnot changed but a few percent since
1913. This means the national income has not materially changed,
Yct since his party went in tle national debt has been raised from
30,000,000 pounds to 70.000,000., and the national budget from
about tanty to over thirty . Thie works out per capita for federd

£ 232770 g AT, 3 ) 7Y,
debt as opposed to local debt of about tes—éeileme —leai—tor

Iposand ., The Sweep Exdmmmmdxshexkwdxst with the income from
English securities plus pensions and remittances of American
and Bwitish origin compensated for the adverse trud:a bzleance
but now the sweep income is out. ®e thought they ought to make &an
American loan for purchase in America of essential commodities,
I told him that was fine and that no doubt the Fir§# lational
of New York

ould arrange it but if they made it now the pound would go down
and they would have a bad time repaying a dollar loan  &and they

probably would not be able to make a pound loan  aRé—if—vhey—diime.
LN R
makn.i::nuﬁdﬁutw;ut into war they could make no loan at all unless

IA I_SA
there was new lagislatinn. With all you have on you this prattle ms

must seem childish but you've asked for it , Later .-- 3ean T, O B
Kelley and his wife came to lunch without & party and it was very
Jolly. She is a chemist and has a government Job, does the water
analysing . Maude asked her tfzmhmzxwhmidx " Will you analyse my
water?" meaning the Legation well in oasle the city water supply
was stopped. Then Sean T.'tbld this one : A Dublin white woman
produced a blagk baby. " Well,” she says to pher husband" This is

what comes of you drinkijyg all that dirty black Guiness stout."”
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You ean't realize “hat & help Maude is in getting the confidence of

these government wives most of whom have =& certain social infer-
fority complexf and it is hopeless to expect to be trusted if
the women are doubtful of you. after luneh I had a privete talk
with O0'Kelly and he told me what the gritish proposals were subsDaa.-
tinlly as I had read them in Gh&mburll;n‘ﬂ memorandum, flg felt
that the &ritish Government without meaning to deceive would

find that they copld not implement their promises Juat as in

14 and again in < e lhe 3:15h Government must reject the proposals

and aceept only an acoomplished faet of union before abandoning

neutrality. Craigavon in the morning paper is guoted as saying that

while he will acoept islandﬁunity for the duration of the war will

not be a party to any infringement of the constitaution, O'Kelly

believed Chamberlain could not get him coerced. I aaid,dwhat it

we are invaded?" We'lffight, he said and get English help." And then
I said " and get partition ended if you can?" yes he said ,

This morning July 2 James Dillon deputy leader of the Opposition
came to see me . He and Cosgrave had been informed of the situatin®
so I could talk with him . He backs Jevalera's position, says tha
if DeValera tried to carry the country for mxx abandoning neutral-

ity on the strength of the present Fritiah promises he would be
beaten . If the thing were aocnmplishei:Fgﬁ DeValera offered to
fight for abandonment of px® neutrality in the union parliasment
with the support of the Cosgrave party they would ;;;i;rtha
country 85 to 15 per cent BUD DeValera at present will not even
promise to advocate the abandonment of neutrality in an uocompli:lﬂ';a
Union parliament but he will accept fritish arms and <fight if

1nvad&ﬁr1nviting Eritiah help immedistely . O0'Kelly told me what I

had surmised but had been unable to confir m;
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namely that the'furman Minister had made definite pledges to Eire that

she would not be molested,if she remained neutral., They don't believe
him but they would like to . D;llnn says the feeling is growing that
IxxXxmx England is beaten unless we snould come in and they don't
belleve we chall., I wired asking instructions to inguire attitude of
Irish govermment four days ago,but got no answer and believe now

I was wrong . I think it better to wait as I have seid. im off to call
on the Nunoio and see what I ocan piok up. He'll give me more whisky
and I'll be dopey all the rest of the afternoon.

later. He di@ give me more whiskey but he also gave me some

interesting documents: A memorandum prepared for him by the vatholle
Bishop of Dromore on th;fGriavanaas and Disabilities of “atholies in
the Six Counties " It appears to be made nftnf facts and figures and
specific quotations from official utterances of Ulster ministers,

5. A letter from fary MacSwiney ( Lhe “rofessional I.H.A. lady)

to the irish Eﬁd Cross ; 3. & letter from Mary lacSwiney to the world
at large apparently on " jpe Gr{fia" Both these latter items are
extremely vehement and izgnwbant as showing the extreme I.K.a. View-
point., If I can get permission to copy them I'll send them over as
exhibits.

vednesday, July 3. Last night we dined with the famous Dublin blind
Doctor WMoorehead and another prominent surgeon at the Kildare 5t.
Club. Mrs. Moorehead is a daughter of Stephen Gwinne, the ?rish
historian. Hoorehead'berore he lost his eyes had worked with the
Mayos and Crile, On the way in we vere stopped by & procession,
There was & van guard of several hundred Dublin slum children,
barelegged, dirty, tragic but not under nourrished apparently. Then

the band and then seven hundred of the 0ld I.R.A, ( Like our legion
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,,ffpaatu] marching to the barracks to enlist as emergency volunteers,
We enquired of a bystander: " Its the old I.K.A. going to fight for
DeValera'. I spent all day to day working on a little speech to broad-
cast on the Fourth. I took it up to Joe Walshe (External Affairs )
and he passed 1it,so the Department won't have to worry. He told me
they were cutting the cables which land here and splicingoritish
land ends. They think there will be less liklihood of their beihﬂs

tomorrow,
cut by tha'Sgrmans. They are going to hang MacCurtain the I.R.A.

who killed a policeman. Great pressure was brought to bear to rRErix
commate his sentence but they have stood firm. Tts necessary to
hold the police loyal.Be dined last night witﬂlnintg Moore, the U,.P.
correspondent here . He had the “allihers among others. Galliher is tie
Government Information Bureau head and olose to DeValera. He was
with him in imerica. He's very amusing and might be helpful to us.
We'll have him and his wife to dinuer soon. Later we went to the
Gaiety and saw Charlie's Aunt..ix I see it every ten or fifteen
years and it gets better all the time.
Thursday July 4. News of the British action regarding the French
fleet came this morning . Joaﬂgga been very kind and Relpful and
I appreciate it. He has done ? this of course on your account,
The Washington is due today. I'll probably see David Bruece and hear
what news he has to bring us . This may be our last reliable mail,
I see an item in the State ?ﬁp&rtmant‘a Press Conference to the
effect that I am rumored to be sitting in with fe¥alara and Craigavon,
Of course there is no basis for it. Apparently the personal bread and
butter letter I wrote the Duke of abercorn precipated dction in Downimg
street but that is all. I have written you every detail. I am going

urge
to .;ﬁn Maffy again today to keep on warning his government NOT to

teke any action here ti11 invited:
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z’fzIt can't be worth the difficulties iﬁ will oause, By Parking every-

thing they can spare in Ulster they can reach any part of Ireland
with lorries in a day . By the time this gets to you you will have

had some tought decisions to make. Bless You,

Aff Bh~y -
f p—
One of the enclosures is a remarkable letter from an ailrman which
I think Eleanor would like to see. It may already have got to you

a8 it is being printed by the London Times.



The Times of June L840,

AN ATRMAN TO HIS MOTHER
THE GHT W1 SY1L

EARTHLY MISSICH

) Among the personal belongings of a youlg H.i.F pilot in a Bomber
Squadron who was recently reported "Missing, believed killed,™ was &
letter to his mother - to be sent to her if he were killed.

"his letter was perhaps the most amazing one 1 have ever read;
simple and dirdéct in 1ts wording but splendid and uplifting in its
putlook,” says the young officer's station commander. It was inevit-
able that 1 should read it - in fact he must have intended this, for
it was left open in order that I might be certain that no prohibited
information was disclesed.

wI gent the letter to the bereaved mother, and asked her whethar
1 might publish 1% snonymously, as 1 feel 1%s8 pontents may bring comfort
to other mothers, and that every one in our country may feel proud to
read of the sentiments which support 'an average airman' in the exeou-
tion of his present arducus duties. 1 have received the mother's per-
mission, and I hope this letter may be read by the greatest possible
numbar of our countrymen at home and abroad®.

T oF 1B Jivs

Dearest Liother, - Though I feel no premonition at all, events are moving
rapidly, and I have instructed that this letter De forwarded to you
ahould I fail to return from one of the raids which We shall shortly

be called upon %o undertake. You must hope on for a month, but at

the end of that time you must sccept the fact that I have handed my
task over to the extremsly capable hands of my comrades of the Hoyal

iir Force, as 80 many splendid fellows have already done.

First, it will comfort you to know that my role in this war has
been of the greatest importance. gur patrols far out over the Horth
Sea have helped to keep the trade routes clear for our convoys and
supply ships, end on one ogcasion our information was instrumental in
gaving the lives of the men in a orippled lighthouse ship. Though 1t
will be difficult for you, you will disappoint me if you do not at
least try to acoept the facts dispassionately, for 1 shall have done

duty to the utmoat of my ability. Ho man can do more, and no one
galling himself a man could do less.

I have mlways admired your amazing courage in the faco of continual
setbacks; in the way you have glven me as good an sducation and back-
ground as anyone in the country; and always kept up appearances without
ever losing faith in the future. My death would not mean that youl
strupgle has been in vain. Far from 1t. It means that your sacrifice
is as great as mine. Those who serve England must expect nothing from
her; we debase ourselves 1T we regard our eountry as merely a place in

whieh to eat and sleap.

History resounds with {1lustrious nemes Who nave given all, yet
their ssorifice has resalted in the British kmpire, where there 1a a
measure of peace, justice, and freedom for all, and where a higheT
standard of eivilization has avolved, and is still avolving, than
anywhere else. But this is not only conserning our osn land. Today

we are fmced with the greataat organized challenge %o Christianity
and eivilization that the world has aver seen, and 1 gount myself
lucky and honoured to be the right age and ruilr trained to throw ?Ht
full weight into the scale. For all this 1 have to thank you. :
there is moTe work for you to do. The home front will still have %o
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atand united for years after the mar is won. For all that can be
said against it, I still maintein that this war is a very good thing;
avery individusl is having the chance %o give and dare all for his
principle like the martyrs of old, Iowever lolg the time may be,

one thing can never be altered & I shall have lived and dled an
Englishman. Hothing else matters one Jot ncr can anything ever change

it.

(cont. )

You must not grieve for we, for if you really believe in religicn
gnd all that it sntails that would be hypoerisy. I have no fear of
death; only & gueer elation ..... I would have it no other way.

The universe is so vast and sgeless that the life of one Lan ¢gan only
be Justified by the measure of his secrifice. fe are sent to this
world to acquire a personality and a character to take with us that
gen never be taken from us. Those who just eat and sleep, prosper
and procresate, are no better then snimals if ell their lives they

are at peage.

I firmdy and absolutely belisve that evil things are sent into
the world to try us; they are sent deliberately by our Gruatnr{ to
test our metel because He knows what is good for us., The Bible is
full of ceses whers the easy Way out hes been discarded foI moral

prineiples.

1 gount myself fortunate in that 1 have seen the whole country
and know men of every calling. But with the finel test of war I
eonsider my character fully developed. Thus at my early age my
earthly mission is fulfilled =nd I am prepared to die with just one
regret, and only ons - that I could not devote myself to making

your declining years mare happy by belng with you; but you will
iive in peace and freedom and I shall have directly contributed to

that, so here again my life will not have been in vein.

Your loving Son,
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To the Irish people who have given so much to the making of the
#ow imeriocsan Nation and to my fellow americans resident in Ireland
I bring the groetinga of the United Stetes of North America on this
July 4th, 1940.

Une hundred and sixty-four years agc today, representatives of
thirteen colonles estebliashed on the North american continent made
a proclamation which has not been without influenece uponlmnn and
evants., The essence of this pronocuncement was that the right to
life, liborty and the pursuit of happiness is God glven, and
inalienable, that, as in the sight of the Creator, no man enjoya
special privelege, so in the eye of the Law all men should stand
as equals., This document known ea the Leclaration of Independence
was destined to become a memorable link in that series of charters

[-7Y
of human liberty which have tarked the progress of man from hnrﬁ}lm

to eivilization.

There were doubtlass those among the notable men who aigned
this declaration and laid the foundation for a new nation who
believed that by their amet they were establishing liberty and equallty
for mll time, that they were produeincz a treasure whioch they might
bequeath to thelr descendents, a treasure whieh would make those

descendants safe in this new freedom in all perpetuity. For 1t 1is
the nature
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the nature of us all to put our trust in the conerete thing rather
than in the universal spirit which has conceived and created it.
The fallacy of this theory of 1life was soon axposed, for hardly had
the new nation embarked upon its conquest of the continental wilderness
than 1t was realized thut having declared men free and equal did
not make them so. The institution of Afritsn slavery which im 1776
was so unimportant in the thirteen colonies =s to be negligable, im
the next Tifty years bogan to polison the life of the nation. It
became clear that the liberty bequeathed by the fathers necoded not
only to be redeclared but to bo won apain by the sacrifice of the
lives of men who believed it were batter to die than not to be free.

That redeclaration was written in blocd, in our war between the
Statea. I myasedf had kinsmen on both aides, and I know that it is
not true that all that were on one slde were wrong and all on the
other side ware right. I know that on both sides there were good
men as well as brave men but 1 alsc know thet today, after seventy-
five years of peace there ia no american, whotever his descent who
is not glad that the Union of the Jtates wos maintained and that
those who had been alaves had been made free.

But in this seventy-rive years, since the war batwean the Jtatea

disquieting evidence has begjun to acocumulate as 1t began to accunulate

in
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in the similar period following the war of Independence, that liberty
will not endure if it be not continually ronswed and restated. its
price ia eternal vigllanoa. It gannot be stored in strong boxes or
wra ped safely in charters and constitutlions. It must be cherished
as & living flasme in the soul® of the citlzens of a country, nor can
they delegate to hired gusréiamns the feeding of that flace, for that
on which 1t lives is the apirit of the individual citizen. Thus in
amearica we u.rn"nap;i:mmr-, to understand that liberty is not merely &
privelege $o bo enjoyed but a responsibility to be fulfilled. hat
is known in the United States a3 the lew Deal 13 the effort of
American iiberals to keep the lamp of frondom burnlng, to restate the
responaibilities which the liborties gueranteed by the .merican
Conatitution place on those who proflt by them. It is the effort %o
free our civilization from the bondapge whieh an imperfect sociasl and
sconomie system lmposes on the under priveleged and those less fitted
to cope with 1life. put it will not succeed unless it lmpresses on
the under priveleged as well sus on the more fortunate strata of
soeioty the understanding of self=-discipline. The priee of liberty
is not only eternal vigliliance bhut unremitting self=-discipline. I o
the individunl refusea to diseipline himself then the loral orde®

imposaos



imposes the diseipline of others. The Freeman choosas the strenucus
1ife of duty and service. Le that refuses to follow thias path
condemns himself to some form of serfdom. it is one or the other.
There is no third coursa.

if Government by consent of the governed is to endure, we in
americe are beginning to percelve thut liberty nust be regarded as
the reward of continuous struggle. In the home, in the field, in
the factory self-discipline must replace self indulgence. if the
volunteer spirit falls then we must, by the cholce of free men,
impose upon ourselves compulsory service. It 18 not enough to arm
with matorial armament, we muat arm spirituclly. Wwe must gain
inapiration from the men of 1778 and from the men of 18461 who died
for liberty.

Abreham Lincoln in dedicating the battlefield of Gettysburg to
the memory of those who died upon it said, "But, in a larger sense
we cannot dedicate - we cannot consecrate - we cauunot hallow thia
ground. The brave men, living and dead, who atrupggled here have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. The

world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it
oan



can never forget what they did here. It 1s for us, the living,
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who
fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. 1t 1s rather for us
to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us = that
from these honored dead we take inoreased devotion to thut ocause
for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have dled in vain;
that thie Nation, under Ged, shall have a new Lirth of frecdom;
and that the Government of the people, by the people, for the
people shall not perish from the earth".

And that, my fellow imeriocasns and my Irish friends, is the
spirit in whioh the people of the United States should celebrate

this Independence Uay.



No. 20. Jubiin, July 4, 1940,

SUBJECT: lemorandum on the Irish Internanticnal
54 Iunﬂ.nn.

The Honorable

The sescretary of Ltute,

“"ashington.
air:

1 have the honor to report that I find the
following views ns to the position of Eire in the
present orisis held by the more intelligent Irishuwen
with whom 1 telk when disoussing the matter objectively:

l. Ireland by rcason of its geographioal
posltion and ports controls the water and
alr routes to North Americs over the North
Atlentic.

2. Ireland if held and garrisoned by a strong
hestile power would be a Gibralter controliling
Britain.

2. This being o is there any reason to bellieve
that in the case of the utter defeat of Britain

the
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the viotorious power would refrain from

oocupying and fortifying the whole of Irelsnd

in its own interest, regardisss of iire's

neutrallity’ The omses of Lenmark, Norway,

Holland and Gelgium are in point.

If the whole of Ireland were thus cecupled
is there eny resson to belleve that the enemy would
not lmport a skilled farzing population to apply
oontinental methode of intensive cultivetion to
the favored and somewhet mgriculturslly undeveloped
terrain of Fire?v

Is there any resson to believe that in the case
of such ocoupation the position of the Catholie
rel iglon would be more fuvored than it is in
Oerwany or thet the right to trein Irish youth in
the Christian religion would be voushsafed to
Ireland when 1L is denled to Germany, sopeoially
in view of the  rime Linister's condemnation of the
invesion of Christian Catholie Delilum?

Unless these questions oan be answered with
ressonable assurance in the affirmative the Covern=
ment of iire has the cholee between subelsting
under a Gersan garrison or in associstion as at
present with bBritein end its Commonweslth of lations.

it hes the cholee butween waking German ccoupstion
more diffioult and less probable by jolning with
Britein and Ulster; or less diffioult and more
probable by remsining neutral or jolming with Germsny.

“hether



hether ! ire disoards her neutrallsy or
maintains 1%, AT she is invaded, her terrain is
bound to be s battle field, for if the Germans get
a foothold here the Inglish must attempt to drive
them out. It would therefore seem that the best
ghanoe of minimizing the horiors inoidental %o belng
a field of battle would be %o secure, even at the
gacrifice of neutrallty, suoh aid on land on the see
and in the air as will make the Islend as a whole
flefensible.

Respectfully yours,

David Grey

rile 710/or 800
'--.#

i e

A Trss S
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the #1750
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August 7, 1940,

Ly dear Boss ;:
We are getting along here very pleasantly. If you

have time and are interested you might glance at the memorandum of

a talk I had yesterday with Joe Walshe Fermanent under secretary for
External affaira. I think it expresses the G%rernmatt_\:iawycint

as of this date. I like Joe very much but!ﬂ:'has Pue répivation

of being a suspicion ménger and to some extenuq\,ts_qugli%:ukar'na he
gets execited . I felt it was a good idea to et on a sound bakés with him
8o we could talk turkey to one another. I think they a! all bégit!ning
to believe that we only want to be helpful-in the long view of things,
thal "we are now pro-?ritiah because we fear the results cf a
German vietory, that we Dbelieve a ﬁarm&n vietory would be as bad for
them as for us , and that appeals to anti-“ritish feeling discredit
them with us and are stupid because they do no good and only make

the settdement of partition more difficult . They know we want to help
end partition if it =should be humanly possible. Walshe admitted to
me that my guess about the Government construing the ‘ritiah’%roposah
for ending partition as a trap to be followed by strong BT saﬁff
was substantlially correct. That was what made me uneasyY E jrythihg is
all honey ple for the moment. I wired John Cud!%;ﬂ whan: I' ‘helurd he was

in London to come over and visit us but have had no réply. Your guess

as to what 1s going to happen in regard to the invasion of Englund
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is as good ae anybody's here and probably better as you have more
data. I think your politieal strategy Just now is ne plus whioh

omust disguiet you for I am always wrong aboui such things,

You and Ir, Hull have done a creat Job on South imeriow . Even if

you can't hold them all in line you'probably be able to kesp @
working majJority and you didn't get this done one minute too soon,
I have forgiven Laude for pushing me down the ice pit.
aff -

Ond -

—

“any thanks for your birthday

b b © 1y puls,

telegram which cume Lhis morning.
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Ho. 40,

Subject: Irish situation as of August
8, 1940,

SIRICTLY TONPIBINGTAD

The Honorable
The Secretary of spate,

washington,
air:

I have the honor to report that I have had a
long and frank talk today with Mr. Joseph P, lialshe,
the Fermanent Sceretary of Lxternal Affaira, who
lunched with me. .48 far as I was able I directed
the conversation to the end of discovering how far
ir, walshe was pro-German and how far pro=Eritish.

He
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lle said that looking at the 8ltuation objectively he
d1d not see how 1t was possible for jermany to be
beaten by Lngland and that consequently lreland had
to envisuge the possivilities of a Uerman victory. Om
the other hand, he thought 1t possible that .ngland
might create a stalemate with the eid of the Lominions

and the United itates,
In the event of a Cerman vietory, he did not

anticipate Cerman occcupation, as he belleved it would
be to the advantage of Uermany to build up a strong
Ireland whieh automatically could resist Sritish ag-
gression, I asked him if he did not think it were
wishful thinking to suppose that once the iritish Ileet
was captured or destroyed that Germany would forego the
benevolent and protective occupation of Ireland in order
%o control Lngland, ensure the intensive cultivation of
ireland for the benofit of Cermany, and to develop the
forts of .ueenstown (Cobh), Bere Haven, and Galway, not
to speak of controlling the .ostern terminus of the
trans-itlantie air routes. He said he did net think it
was wishful thinking,

I asked him what he thought was going to happen to
lorway, Denmark, belgium, ond Holland, not to speak of
Yrance. le sald he thought they would all be restored in
some manner,and that Jermany would take from ‘rance only
Alsace-Lorraine and perhaps a little part of the Channel
Coast. Lhat ltaly would take he did not suggest.

1 said I had heard from an authoritative source
that Germany had promised the I.H.As the whole thirty-two

counties
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oounties and two countica of tritain., what these
countics were my informant did not kmow, Ile sald, "I
don't think I believe that,” “but", he added laughing,
"op the besls of Irish ms jority we ocught %o have
Liverpool,"

I said that what caused a certein amount of anti-
Irisu comment in America was the feeling that 1t was
really true that Ireland would as leave fight Eritain as
Germany and that an inglish invasion was as much to be
feared as a Cerman one, 1 said that ,merican sentiment
was pre-sminently anti-German as we fear the conssquences
of a erman vietory, snd this attitude on the part of Eire
was gongtrusd as & stab in the back for Britain. I said,
"your Government speakers daily speak of the imminence
of invasion from either of the belligerents, although
they only have Germany in mind, .hen they only belleve
that Germany threatens why do they go on imputing the
intention to invade to Dritain.” FHe sald, " there was a
very real danger of Eritain invading us just recently.”

I said, "you mean after the proposals to end Fartition
were made and rejected.” He said, "yes.” 1 sald, "1
think you are mistaken on that point, I think that
gritain has never had any intention of invading thias
gountry.” The repercussion on ;merican opinion would be
most unfavorable and might very reasonably be expected

to turn smericen opinion away from ingland; I had every
reason to believe that the Aritish /epresentative (Sir
John kaffy) was telling tbe truth when he told me that his

Government had mot the slightest {ntention of coming in
until
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until they were asked, I said that I thought there
had been an hysteria based upon the fear that the
proposals were @ trap wund that when the trap was
avolded the strong arm would be extended, lie said he
hoped that was the oase, but with a person like lir.
Chureidll you oould not be sure.

He then told me that relations were very happy
st present with Oritain; that the Lritish Government
hed suppressed unfavorable statements about lreland's
neutrality and that they were supplying Lire with sub=
stantial quantities of arms and munitions. I said that
I was glad to hear that; that I had received assurances
from ihe Uepartment thet the British .mbassador was co-
operating with the lrish linister in the elfort te
procure arms for .ire, He then said that he had the
same advice from Mr., Brennan, who reported that the
Gritish /mbassador was most cooperative and helpful.
1 said that if the Irish Government ocould only
enlighten the Irish pecple as to the manner in whieh
inglend was allowing them larger quotas of gascline,
sonl and other imported goods than were allotied to
their own people, the feeling toward dritain would be
improved; that in my personal opinion the only
prasctical way of securing an end of Fartition was by
encouraging good feeling toward mgland in the Jouth.
e then said that he thought 1% very short-aighted of
those Ulsterites loyal to ingland not to see that the

surest way of keeping =ire im the {ramework of the
fritish Commonwsalth of Hations was to join with the
Twanty-six
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Twenty=aix —ountiess [ sald that I agroed vith e end
olieved that a bloek of Ulater reproschtatives in the
ail would not enly bind the ubale ialand %W The
Commonwealth, but eontrol the politics of _ires le
sald ho agreed with thisj the$ such a blook of seats
working novr with one party and now with the othor would
nold vhe baleno® of power,

} ssid, “there is cme thimg, for my own perscnal
sasiafeotion, I would like te be assured of, and
that 1s that the momens & Jerman invasion of 'ire beconos
a faet you will ask Tor ‘ritish cesis'ance, for . have
guarantesd your cood faith on Shis point both So my
own Cowrmmsant and %o my frimnds in nglané and 48
Ulater.” @ seidy, "you need have ne doudbt on this
polnte 8 soon nd there 1p eny landing of -oFsan wroops
hore in nambers formideble 0 our cepselly ror delenco
ve shall eall upon  nglaed,” I Shanked hin lof Shis
expliels stutement, and »e ported in a vy rriendly
Taahlioue

i beliove these viewa dan e taken ss ticse hold
st shis date BY ire de Valews snd ihe . roup eontrolliing
ihe poliey of the present -overnment.

. onpeotfully yoursy

Uavid Oray,
in quintupliccte.

1 oopy to merican =mbassy, Lodon.
“1le oe 000/711.1/834e4.

. [mab '

e~
v Truae Gopdy |
of the glgnod |
4Ur13111ul |



Aungust l4th , 1940, -

lly dear Boss
lothing mueh to report this week ., The (overnment

has cot over its panie about being invaded by the fritish . I have beex
moatly engaged vith Joe "alshaffermanant under seoretary for external
affairs trying to get him straightened out sbout American uurr:ayunignm
and givéng him a livttle straight talk about imerican sentiment and
what is profiteble for the U,3.4. He hus become He]@lﬂru‘a eyes

and is personally & defeatist on the War and not & good infiuence,
though personully & very nice fellow. Ve are lunching with him today,
He 1s trying to frame o middle of the*rﬁhﬁ polioy for which I oan't
blame him!Eut it is helpful to point out to him that the

Irish Government having condemned the invasion of Belgium, huving

Jailed farmﬂn agents and confisoated their money , having Jjalled the
I.H.&s who have representatives in berlin ean only hope as individuals

to be liguidatad in & painsless menner by the gcathpol.hh. e, Ge,,

Hope all is well with you. Maude sends much love, Aff

-

En-A

—



August 15, 1940,

Dear Dawiq;

All the same = there 1a & 1imit to
what merbers of the forily gan do and T want
You “ma s apeeinl Tavor to me® to divide the
Euclosad by rive apd make it §100,

1 4o not need to tell you how much
I realiy appreciate it and Yot T gannot ses
A0y reanson why You should be m FUTEY to my own
eruoifixion.by & eontrioution of any such amougt,
Th.l'ﬂfm. +E.Da meks it flﬂﬂ-

¥e think much ar ¥ou und ¥aude and I
do hope the ankle 12 g3 right aguin, Thank the
Lord you wepe oot killed in the unolert under-
#round passages ang will be able to entertein
Hia Exluence, the Cerdinal,

Thoae deur Faople you are wity rusk
realize that {p the end thev w111 have to fish

beart, nevertheless there oan be no question as
Ntmr:n invesioz t;:'I:m.hm e protection by
Fugland

Ag over Yoursa,

Honorsble Lavig Gray,
Hinister of the United States,
Dublin, Ireland.

Enelosure, Returning check in the amount of 2500
to lir. David Grayv.
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July 23, 1940,

My Deer Franklin :
We Telt very proud when the Yemoccratic :nnvantinh

unanimously drafted you for four more years , In the siroumstances
¥ou gould mot have done anything but acocept this terrible rcapnnsihiﬂ-
ity as you did . We liked very much your spesch of acceptance, but we
both underatand whet a crucifixion this 1s to you. God Blesa you &nd
give you strength emd guidance for the things that cught to be done
these next faw months.
We want you to understand that now you are nominated 1t 1s very
important that you should be elescted and if this legation appointment
is useful to you zs it probably will be,understand that my rsignation
is alwayse in xul:#mn&n to take effeot when and if you desire it .
Den't think we are trylng to run out beoause this may be a tough spot.
f \ﬂ} are both very happy here and interested and trylng to learn the Job
and if it doesn't sult your book to shift ua,wuul& like to stay on
but you mey have a tough fight and need avery thing you've got, II ﬁ'%_
oalled us back tomorrow we should always be grateful for what we have Ba
had.
I enclose ocopiea of two dispatches which are the most important of
those going to the “Yepartment. Ihe substence of the one on the present
phase of the -ituation is thie: The lrish Government turned down the

British proposals for ending partition as the price of Eire abandoning

neutrality ( 41t was to be oalled non-belligerency) first because
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there was no absolute suarentee as I had gathered from 5Sir, John Maffgy,

It was the Cabinets promise to use its utmost influence to Dbring
Ulster into a conference to devise u new &all Ireland conftitution .
In 1914 and 1916 similar promises made in good faith had not been imple-
mented ., DeValera and Cosgrave agree that united they could not carry
the country into war on such promises. The answer given to £ritain
laid the refusal on the grounds of the political impossibility of
gbandoning neutrality. I got this straight from the vice premier the
other day and checked it with the deputy leader of the Opposition,Dillon
%z Few outside of the government know this. The negotiation has never te
been publiecly admitted. Followlng the rerusalitninga took a funny
turn which made me anxious till I found the reason. It became evident
thatthe defense measures and propeganda were being pointed against
England rather than™§ermany. It seems that the a.ntQ!Eritish members of ‘
the cabinet who had said that the proposals were & trap predicted that
their rejection would be followed by & Churchill coup against the ports
gimilar to the destruction of the French warships and everyone got the W
wind up. Things are quleting down now., The dangerous Xkimgx situat-
ion that De.V. has got himself into 4is that in his appeal for nationa €
unity for national defense which has rallied most of the old I.H.A, he
has let it be passed about that he dreads England quite as much &8 he
drnaia!ﬂuuany. Now if and When “e¥many attacks it is not going to be
easy to cooperate with Eritiah asistance. He continues to deny in
pupliu what he readily admits in priVata'that thexiessinyfrecdom of Eire
depends on the British fleet.

You may not know it but in the last war the Foch-*angin school had
Petain's number. Petain ordered Mangin to call off the July 18 uffuna.'ri.

until it was clear how Gouraud was going to come out in stopping the

German push at Chalons,
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It had all been prejared aus a secret attack and Wangin went over his
head to Foch who ardered it launched. I asked swangin how he estimeted
Fetain, He aaig he is all right he is workmanlike "mais il est un
preu froid ", I found out that this meant hies head :z:-xx@!ﬁiiigxzxx
like cold molesses ,
I celebrated ©Sastille day, by obeying my wife and exploring an
old underground ice house in sesrah of an air raid shelter for the
legation. Walking along with an electric toreh I walked right into
& pit used for storing ice in old days and landed on a pile of 1left
over foundation stone just fourteen feet below where I stepped off,
I thought I was all shattered into compund fractions but such is
the protcective power of a bad 1ife there was nothing broken at all
nor was my back hurt nor my head. I think they will take out the
stitches from my left elbow today so that I ean be a two handed drink-
er again, I'll be on crutnhlulzpr“another fortnight but am coming
out all right. I wish you were lunching here tomorrow. I am having a
party for the Cardinal Primate whé is coming down from armagh for 1it,
This is vhat your sending Myron Laylor to kome has done for us here,
DeValera, the viue‘pramiar SJean I. O'Kelly, MoEntee minister of Gommaru’
The Papal Nuneio, James k. Dillon Deputy leader of the QPpposition, ;
and ex ma rwug_j
and Tubby Granard ax-senafariﬁﬁ;?—igf promised to come. Ve might
have some good talk as the GuVBrnmentgpeopla like Déllon .

The best line with these people thus far seems to be to make them
understand that we extend the good neighbor policy to them as far as is
practicable, that we feel that the success of _ﬁ-itain in the present
crieis is to our advantage and to theirs , to try to earn a position

of helpfulness so that if you have to ask a favor or to warn them

!
it will have the background of understanding and friendliness,

Best to you all, areg Br-A-



LEGATION OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

mublin, July 23, 1940,

lios 328

Jubjeet: Irish Jituation as of July 28.

The Honorable
The secrctary of sState,
washington.

Jir:

Ihl“thlhﬂﬂuthr;pﬂtihltlhltlﬂbl
called the lateat phase of the Irish situstion
opened with the proposals made by Britain to the
Irish GCovernment about June 27, 1940,

is 1 have reported by telegraph, the essence
of these proposals was the offer om the part of the
pritish Government to end lartitiom in retumn for a

deolaration



declaration of war againat Cermany on the part of Lire,
The demand for a declaration of war was subsequently
roduced to a demand for a deglaration of a non-balligerency
interpreted in such a way as to permit the status quo in
Ulster to continue and to secure the Irish ports for the
British Havy together with facilities for such Hritish
troops ns might be oomsidered necessary for the defense of
Southarn Ireland. These proposals wore made in the nane
of a ‘ritish Cabinet officer and were presented by a
British kinister, who discussed them with Vr. de Valera
ond two members of his Cebinet, kr. Lemass, linister of
Supplies, and ir. ilken, formerly Minister of .Lar and
now Kinister for the Coordination of lefense. These
conversations were subsequently reported to the full
Cabinet, to the members of which the text was showm,

The Upposition leaders wers not originally adviaed of
the proposals, but gained encugh informatiocn to warrant
the belief that a British proposal was under discussion
and demasnded %o be informed, and although not shown the
dooument were advised substantially, and I believe,
agcurately, as to its contents.

48 1 have informed the lepartment, it was deolided
to reject the proposals, I received information to this
olfect from a Cabinet officer on the 2nd of July and
confirmed it immediately from the Lritish Representative.
Un that date I sent tha Departmeant my telegram lio. 47,
July 2, secret and confidential, 4s stated in that
telegram, the underlying reasons for rejecting the
proposals were that the Uovernment could not truet the
undertakings of any lritish government to end rartition

in retum for abandomment of neutrality in view of the
existing
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oxisting intornal politiocal situstion and the bagk=
ground of engngemonts made in 1914 and sgain in 19168
whioch could not be implemented. 1 believe the reason
aotually civen was that the overwhelming sentiment of
the country was against abandoning neutrality. The
following day or the day after, one of the Upposition
leaders informed me that the Cpposition upheld the
Government's position and that he was of the cpinion
that the Covernment and constitutional Cpposition com-
bined could not have ocarried the proposition with the
country. 4 month earlier before the ‘remch debacle he
thought the proposals would have been junped at.

At the time 1 had received the impression from
the British Lepresentative that the proposals amocunted
to a warranty without reservatiom or qualification by
the Iiritish Government that rartiticn would be ended.

Un ¥riday, the 19th of July, the Viece rremier
colled on me, and among Other matters informed me that
the terms of the proposals ‘were not an absolute warranty
of the nature that 1 had assumed them to be but ;ledged
the Iritish Covernment to use its utmost efforts %o
induce Ulster to participate in a conference the purpose
of which was to draw up & new constitution for the whole
of Ireland. This was a very different thing,and I
believe that Eire, from the point of view of her own
i{nterest in view of existing circumstances, could have
done nothing else than refuse the bargain., In a long
view it is better for inglo-Irish relations that the
proposals should have been rejected than that they
should have been accepted and Pritain had falled to

foree Ulster into a united Ireland.
Rumers
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Fumors of these proposals reachod the press, and
while the censorship allowed wvury little %o appear,
there wos a good denl of undercurrent speculation as to
what was afoot. Ulrectly after the 4. 5. WASIINGTON
sailed on July 7, and I had time again to give my
attention to the political situation, I began %o sense
an atmosphere whioch I could not explain snd which
oreated suspieion of the good faith of the Irish
Government in regsrd to its planas for preserving its
neutrality as had been confided to me by the Fremier.

I had been told that upon the first landing of Cerman
troops, or the first teclmical viclation of neutrality,
that Oritish help would have been invited. Information
whioch I began to receive led me to doubt that this would
be done. There were three possibilitles which presented
themselvea: Firat, that if the Cermans appeared in
foree representing themselves as liberators and called
upon the Government of Eire to Join them in freeing
Ulster, the Government of Hire might cocperate with
them; second, that without calling upon nglish aid
they might attempt single-handed to cope with the
invasion and after putting up an ineffective resiatance
lay down their arms; and third, that they might, as
planned, earry out their moral engagement with Gritain
and ask for aid at once., It was not until a week later
that I discovered what was the apparent caus: of the
secreey and alocfness of the Lovernment liunistors al ter
the declaration of the proposals. The facts appear %o
be something as follows:

There had been unsnimous agreement in the Cabinet
that
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that the proposals could not Ye accepted since they were
in fact merely promises of a kind whieh in recent times
had been brokem, but there was division of opinion as

to the otives of the british Covernment in making these
propossla. 7The Laft .ingers in the Cabinet, - Alken,
I'raynor, Derrig, and possibly some othars = contonded
that 1t was a Sritish trap and a prelude to some foreible
ngtion against the ports comparabls to the sinking of the
French battle ships. This view, although not being held
by the Fremier and the more brosdminded of his assoociates,
arcused thelr suspicions and made them apprehensive. The
word was passed to the defense fore¢es seorctly that an
attack by Uritain on the ports might ccour amd that it
would have to be met with force. I have found, both from
the Iritish liepressntative and from the deputy le ader of
the Uppositiom, that probably owing to the situation just
deseribed, the /remier was somewhat vague and uncertain
as %0 oalling in British help at the first violatiomn of
Irish neutrality by the Gormans. 1 was assured, however,
by the Viee Fremier,in a long and intimate talk on July
19, that ir., de Valera's policy was fundamentally un-
changed and that he realized that with ritain dominated
by Cermany the Irish position would be an unhsppy One.

n this Tuesday, July 28rd, as the mail closes, there
is less temsion, though this is probably paysholo; ical
and due to a reaction from the high tension of the pre-
ceding period. There has been no change in any of the
easentlial factors of the situation, Defense msasures
eontinue but without adequate material and armament.
There is nothing in iire that could reascnably be

axpeoted



expected to stop a Lerman nechanized tenk division Irom
going whore it wished. The remier has utillized the
defense issue to repsin his leadership and has succeeded
in brinesin: in prectically all the old l.liais posts,
some of vhioch have given him trouble, and a material
element of the new l.!l,is, the young extremiats. Dut
to do this he has probably let it be understood that

he fenred the invasion by ingland even more than the
invasion by Germany, It 1s perhaps only an adiroit
postponement of the issus which he will have to meet

if Uermany invades and ‘nglend does not. In my view,
he and most of his assoeiates, and without guestion the
Cpposition leaders, are in @sood faith in thelr avowals
to resist Cerman invasion, but this is a oocuntry of
gurprises, and I would suggest to the -ecretary that

he keep an open mind as to what course .'r. de Valera
might believe that he had to steer in the case of
Gorman invesion. Yet from any point of view abstention
from proventative action by ingland is unquesticnably
the profitable ecourse for her and for Ireland, .ith
Ulster armed she risks little by forbearing and waiting.
It 18 probable that a combined resistance to a Uerman
landing after being invited by .ire to help would have
far roaching effects on the relations between the two

ecountries.

Jgapeotfully yours,

David Gray,
Amarican “inister.

In guintupliecatla.
File No. rwm.mfm.nfaumm.



Augast 25, 1940, I

Dear -oss :
John de Salis ( Count de Salis) has been stopping wit'a
ua, He visited Tissie in Scotl when we were there ani came OVer here
(STt Kemtn) =

as the gueat of the ?apa.l hu;miﬁ.A He was the pritish military liason
officer in France who did most of the g%erpreting for the ﬁritiah High
Commend., Talking very confidentially he saye that he reported in
writing a8 long ago as last Yctober thﬁ}htgg‘ziﬁinat line would be
broken between Valenciennes and «aubeuge as it laocked gun power and

wa8 otherwise vulnerzble., Not much later he found oul that Petain

was a defeatist from the beginning and nrrungiizilan armistice com-
mission in the early winter .. Then he went to Spaln and fixed up
his faoist understanding with Franco, his old friend. John says he
told Sherman lilles / whonhe admires braatlyfmoat oi this, I suppose
Bullit has also told you. apparently the political dissension tudmed
largely on the rows betvween “Yatholic Hightists and the " Crand VYrient"

.8 1 get below the surface of things here ii{ becomcs more perplexing

and depressing . It is very evident, as might have been puessed, &8

vou doubtless would have guessed that soclal conditions have fur
more importanece in the politiocazl anglo -Eprmnn issue than would appearls
The other day when over Limeriock way to inspect some urchaelogical

exoavetions on John ¥eSalis's family place 1 ocame aoross & propagunda

among the farm laborers promising them that Hitler will redistribute

the fresent ferm heldings into two &and three ucre plots. The Govern~

ment tried this and fuiled dismally. The laborélrs couldn't do gubsistemte
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farming or wouldn't and instead sold their plots to larger farners,
lNow the government encourages larger farmers who will employ labor,
But no darmer up to fifty aeres will employ labor if he oan help it
or will only employ labor for har7ant and emergerl .oy work, lhe fam
labor unemployment is heavy Hngf;;IBUGEﬂﬂtion a8 Lo improviug the
position. The vYardinal Frrimate told me when he lunoched here that he

pelieved thajﬁermana were going to win and that he was willing to
toke = chanoe on them. I have just found out what his idews are, lie
believes that Mitler will abolish capitalism and that it is ecapital-
ism that Xkeeps Ircland " enslaved"” to England 1[&5 a matter of fuot
I believe the Jrish hold nesrly three hundred million pounds of
critish HEGJIitiEE:lfhrBE of thﬁﬁiﬂhopﬂ copose the Primate but the
rest follow him and ina#i&-hiffiﬁiidﬁxiniah propagenda  be—thie—ecend.

goes on with the senction of the hierarchy . I suspect ihils unnoys
'aa?alera £ He acopted to our party for the Parﬂinal but gave out an
hour before hand. Hnwavar,;hat may have been un honest emergency. It
probubly was,bu. he mude no fuus over his regrets to LeCrory.

On the 16th two more polioemen were iurdered 0y two I.H.i. memnbers
" defending” one of their posts . rhey were tiried Ly tiue gpeciully
autﬁ?*ized Military Court and condemned to De shot within four days
majority

of the ocrime. Agpurantlyﬁpubliu sentiment endorsed the senteuces,

Eut habeas corpus proceedings nmm odtained & review whd posponenent
and radical pressure groups have begun Lo aggit'tu for d:ummujtatiun.
The Hunu;g::zaked out of town when the postponement occurred and is

still in the countrey with Sean T. 0'#elly. ( We lunched with him
Saturday) As a consequence the full force of the patriot$ descended

on this legation. They prediot very serious reprisalf (shooting & few

cebinet ministers) if not open oivil uarjjif the sentences are ouLr-
ried out,h. 18 generslly believed the Government must sbdioate if
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it does not go through ith the executions «s these murders ceme on

the heels of the ocoumatation of kc Curtain whgi:E;L & policeman,

I get along preity well,us I oan tell them truthfully that these

men not being Aamerioan citizens it would be an iugeftinaanugh;mgo nuke
representations to the government and I might be sent home. I also

tell them that to protect myself I tell the government of their visits
whioh in fact I do. I don't want to get into 4rish politics, I wish

vou could sit in on these sessions with the patriots . The one lust

Friday comprised Iirs. loloney , 'i.f‘?fr}a I..iua‘h‘ruttiaﬂ sarry, ou the

getaff of the Kpish “gpuoclicun .irmy. Selieve me she 1o & grand glil.
Father TFlenagun,: brilliant radical prie’st who has been set down

and is now librarian in the &~utional Jniveruityrand &. medico—cre barrish,
“per Lr. Mullsne . Father Flunagan thinks one piece of loce produces
gncugh »ater for half . tumbler of 15 year old ?amiaaun. At one
point in the disoussion I said its nonsense to pretend vhat Thr.
D Vglera lik~~ tc execute people. hﬂ is a véry humsne mhn.HYﬂH*Euiﬂ

the b;rriatar:ha forgives and forgete . Ee forgives his enemies «nd
forgets his friends. " Llhese people were &all wiih DeValera till lately.
fhey are bitter now beoause he condemns thew for doiug Just what

he did for many yaaralthat is insisting on the right of & minoritvy
not to bow to majority rule. I find that by being honest with them
and telling them thet their philesophy is impossible for an Amerloan
to sympathéze with,one geils on fine, They want to talk znd when they
get goling you find out a cood deal,.

Yaatordayll had another I.R.a. leader with me for three houra, He
came to disouss some scheme for developing drigh-imerican irade -n
which he : was very sound and then we went on to politics, He says that

DeVulera lost thajriah-ﬂarinan politiocal support by high-hatting 1t g

and neglecting to keep in touch with it wftexr he ot into power.
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That's why Gerrity left him . This fellow cluimed to have broken
Sean Kuesels hold on the I.H.A. in Amerioz . He worked eight or nine
years cdown town in Lew Vork and is a clever fellow, I have had an idea
for an I}iﬂh export and import agency Dbacked by Iriah:ﬁbvarument

the menagemnt to be paild ona commission basis . The curse

creditJ
of I}ish bureaucracy ls sai?iad inefficienoy. lmaar#hia blan no

results no pay. This guy thinks well of it and is working out & detailed
gsoheme which we will take to aavalara. They want to do & lot ol
;:Iévmid with us after the vwer and of course have got to =ell to us
twe-ds,whiskey, bucon, ham ané, baled peat, and atnut‘.&s R:...' fn fong e ("'-J ’

Word hss just come by telephone that & Eerman bomber hzs dropped
bombs in Wexford. I'll have to stop and see what has happened.

zxaxuszxz&8x sut to finish up with Vavis, my radical trude fellow,

He says 1ihe oonditions in the Dublin slums are unspeckable, fur worse
than ours, that some mathnusmd. Jews from fermany have got in here
end established sweat shops cutuing the minimuii;:ée of elght shillings
and six pence a week in many cases to five shillings ., They have
seduced some Cathlole girle which is bad business here and acocording

to him there is & big undercurrent of pro-Hitler sentiment inkme the
slums on the anti-semite issue but not anti-,ritish. This is another
element that complioates the situation.

sagust 26. The papers are full of the ﬁ;rmhn bombing of four VWexford
villages yesterday afternoon;killing three girls in = cooperative
ereemery. The boob must have thought he wus in Ulster instead of ihe
south of Eire. The Government doesn't want to tangle with Hitler
and is soft pedalling indignation. Lhkexfmex I have just senti the
Department & délegram susgesting that the effect on public sentiment

depends ¢ ;o0o0d deal on tha-sprmhn reply to the +rish notewhich demanded

full reperation 4 ~
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I am only sure of one thing that the #ritish are doing =& wise thing
not to attempt to force this situation or to muke a pass at the ports.
If 1% hes to come eve tually it should be very oar fully prepured,
In verious ways I have been letting Joe Wulshe ( E xternal Affuiis)
get doses of .american viewpoint. He geve me an opening by his com-
plaints ;hhfmeriaan Correspon ents suggesting that Eire was
betraying her own interests in not throwing in withﬂ‘ritain o I told
him thet he probably hadn't heard the half of it, that what was to come
would be worse than anything he hed got thus far. He is dining with
us g&turﬂ.ay with the direotor of Sroadoasting «nd his wife who sings
Jrish ballads . waude is & greut help with these proud gensitive
people who respénd so delightfully to a little understanding.
Love to you &ll and bless vou.
ALL

Or-a .

—_—



September 4., 1940

My dear Boss :

The deal for the West India bases seems to me
the most important thing that has happened to our nation in my lifetime,
0f course it is far more than what it appears to be on 1ts faoce, If
you ocan lay the foundations for an Anglo-American control of the World
on the principles of ﬁumoornay and Justice you will have achieved

the most than any man has done sice Ugtavianus, God Bless You
Aff A

M '
Maude sends her love and implores you not to campaign and get worn ouk

L o
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September 8th , 1940,

here
Dear Boss :The most important na-qhia of course the reaction to

the destroyer -naval base deal.Briday night we dined with Senator
Frank McDermot. While he no longer is a factor in politics he is a very

Irish
wise observer. He writes the unsigned mmmkXy letter to the “ondon

Sunday Times . He uaid;t-n haven't digested the import of it yet. First
off"we are a little startled "I think that is probably sound, They have
had a habit of thinking of +the U.S. smaxrafuge as an anti-Oritis
refuge and rock of Gibraltar for them. In spite of the evident dispos-
ition of the U.S. to offer SHritain all assistance short of participat-

ing in the war they had not anticipated this first step toward an under—
standing of the ﬁamournuinl in a cooperative defense against the
Didkkhworex Dictators. Yesterday Joe Walshe ( External Affaire) lunched
with us., The news has evidently had a great affect on him . In a little
private talk he asked me what I thought it meant, I said " I have no
apufuial kmowledge but I have been warning you ever since I got here
that both Ameriean political parties were awakening to th*nenacn of

a Berman vietory whioch also means a Japanese v;utory. This was
bound to translate itself in some cooperative d:ftnal measures with the
British Commonwealth . We would be silly to wait till Hitler got the
control of the “ritish Empire before we began to defend ourselves.
Britain is our first line of defense just as she is yours, But you have

never believed me. Now you see what has happened ., You can speculate

a8 well as I can as to what is likely to be the next step, " He said
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" There is some Opposition to the Fresident". I sald naturally. Part of
it 18 Fifth Column stuff,and part die=hard Torytmm hatred of the man
who has tried to loosen the hold of special privelege on the nation,
All the Tory Opposition want to give help to England, perhaps eveg to
the extent ur going to War but they don't want Roosevelt to get the
oredit of it. Fxgxidtx Joe is a great radical and he assented . Then I
said , " has it ever ocourred to you that if you don't watoh your step
;ﬁ;gaiéht get left out of a front seat in the ru—ahurfln,if that \ﬁhnujfk
take plaué& " Oh he said , I have been thinking about that. If there
should be a great league of English speaking na$1ana we should want to
be in it ." I sald ”why don't you propose 1t;’H;u would be in & Very
favorable position to do something like that . For political reasonsa
it -nufd be very diffioult for an American Government to propose it,
chiefly because twenty Hilliuns of <rish-Americans might very likely
oppose it." Hall , he 3aid,we want to stick close to the United States.
What we really want is to have an embassy at Washington and build an
embassy building but we = don't want tu be turned down and so don't
l1ike to make inguiries thar:'. I said I'll put a feeler out for you
but I don't think there oould be any answer t11l we know how this
war is turﬁing out . You may be a German province and not have any
diplomatic representation at all. " Og Nol he said not that, "
Jos has been very deftatist Aif not pro-Yermanna and I think has been
figuring out an iriah regime based on & Qarnan gontrol of Europe
He has certainly been considering it as & possibility if not a probab-
111ty . I have always xmaidximx kidded him and said ," then you'll
eventually be in a civil war against Boston and New York," Dbecause
we're headed the other way. We haven't any ocholce. We've got topiproteot

our gold mountain in Tennesee. " DeValera has a gclearer view of
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the world situation but I haven't seen him for a week, I've let him
alone as he has had the execution u;‘ the two I.R.A, murdur-:; on hisxka
hands am heart. One of thami%ggzaihald war oomrade and personal friend.
They 8hot them Friday morning . Their lawyer Sunrfk,oﬁridu and my
I.R.A. friend Mras. #oloney ( Kattie Barry) got me on the telephone
Thursday night. She said & " truce" had Jjust been rcesolved on by the
I.R.A. command and that it was imperative for the yimmm peace of
Ireland that it should be oconsidered by the Government before the
exeoutions took place as afterwards it would be too late.Reprisals and
e¢ivil war would be launched. I told her why it was imposasible for
me to intervene and she admitted that was all ocorrect as she had when
I talked with them twc weeks ago but she said this isn't intervention
but mediation. I said but a meadiator has to be accepted by both
parties and I know that Mr, DeValera would only say." I can't mediate
with an illegal and banned organization ." She said ' none of the min-
iaters will answer their telephones and we've got to get this to Mr,
DeValera., " I auid}.hu Nuneioc sent you to me!why don't you try 111.1:1“;)“F
I had called on the Nuneio two days before and knew his views )
She said will you ring him and tell him we are coming. I saild I'd
try. Of course his telephone was not answered and I ocalled Mra, Molongy
again at the Mansion House ( the city halll) where she was going thfé&et
business and told her so. She thanked me and all was well. Nothing has
happened yet in the way of reprisals atnl;‘tha I.R.A. War news covering
the executions is not yet distributed so I don(t know what they threat-
en. They may try to get Boland ( Justice) or DeValera but it is more
in the sgme job

likely that they will gquit. A third murdartr;-hr has just been caught

and if they rush him through it will show the Govermment 1s in earneat

whioh one sochool of thought says 4is the only thing to do.
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But beyond the gquestion of more assdssinations is one really import-
ant fact. DeValera after trying f:;:;:l years to avoid an irreconcil-
iable break with the I.R.A. has now crossed the Rubicon, He can never
€0 back and Aiken, the o0ld I.R.A. Chief of Staff who has been in the
cabinet as War minister and liasson man with the I.Rsds, who has
continuously put I.R.A. pressure on the government from inside he

too is over the dam unless he resigns which is not contemplated as a
possibility. This will inevitably tend to strengthen the pro-English
elements in the cabinet., James Dillon dined here the other night

( Deputy Leader of the Opposition and member of the “ational Defense
Council) He told me that the police had after a months search caught
aﬁima.u who landed on the West coast with his cloWhes and a wireless
gsending set in a rubber bag. The bag was found on the btlach but the
Uy got away. ﬂa was caught sending messages. Thﬁ?égﬁ;gsﬁwuath.r
reporte but the cope bust the antenna before the experts got there and
they can't find out the wave lengthf he was using. They are " interning"
him with many comforteyhoping he will talk. They think he will., None
of this 18 allowed to be published. We've Just had Adele Astaire and
her mother to lunch . 1 was talking about Selznick for whom I have just
got a reconsideration of the censors cute in Gone With the Wind ., I said
I thought the film was honestly written. He's honaaé: she nuid.”Ha told
me the trouble with Hollywood is that there are so many befautiful wom
women hergthat it is refreshing to look at you."

September 9, Monday . The news of the heavy raids on LEndun has over=-
shadowed everything else here and has bucked up the Pro-“ermans who

were cast down by the Anglo- American defense agreement., This morning
The Irish Press ( DeValera's newspaper) plays up the damage done in

Lonﬂunfplaya down the loss of 99 German air oraft and has Wilkie's

in a
announcement that he will never JShe U.S.A, into & European War
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box on the front page
From what I gather <from English people here who have recently come

from London Joe “ennedy's stock has gone up again, and that very high,

He has been very game and helpful and they realize that what they
didn't like was the truth that he told them when they were still in the
clouds. I am afraid he 1is having a tough time. If Hitler tries an
invasion I think Ireland will get it tun;simply on the ground that
the Yermans have immense stocks of men and material and that if
they make the attack it would be crazy not to make at least a feint
here in order to hold the forces in Ulster oocupied. If it went wall;
if there were rsponse to the appeal to Jjoin them and take Ulster
( which must be reckoned upon as a possibility ) they could re-inforece
it from Norway . If it went badly there would be no great loss, If Irulﬂ!‘)
were in the war England would get <few more troops out of the country,

She would get the use of the ports but she has got on without them

thus far . Germany would not stand to lose much,
T S e T M e
(L
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September 25, 1940,

My dear Boss : The Cardinal frimate had his silver Jubilee as a
Eishop last Sunday. Sinee the day he lunched here and Sean T, 0'Kelly
asked me to talk to him about Not making cracks at the Ulster Govern-
ment he has been very good. I want to keep 19 touch with him Dbecsause
if there were ever any opportunity to disouss the ending of Partition
he would be an important figure . So I devised the attached letter
whieh I took counsel with Sean T. O'Kelly about ,before sending. 5.T.

advised me to put in the part about being a Frotestant myself to protect
myself from the Ulsterites in the case the letter got out. He thought
it a good thing to do as 1t would please the old man and agter all it

is only the plain truth . The outlook for ending partition never has bm
been darker than at present. DeValera won't comprdmyise, won't deal.
Illit:tlllzilrlelziilzitxztlxz#lnllrllxxz Unless he gets into the war
through invasion he will not be in a good position at the end 1in which
to ask Churchill to throw out Craigavon. Yet this thing ought to be
ended for everbody's sake. If you are still on the job you ccould probab-
1y do it 1in such a way as to make the price for Ulster's coming in

s new Ireaty with the Commonwealth gmersmimeinxzx givin;i;:t use of
all the ports in time of war . No guarentee to Ulster would be needed
save & clause in the Treaty providing that if it were violated Ulater
would automdtically revert to the staus quo ante. However, thinga are

going so fast and to such unforeseen ends that it is idle to speculate

as to vayland means now,
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I gather that you are helping the ®ritish put a little pressure on

my friends in the matter of rifles, that ia'that they must apply
to John Eull for their quota of released U,S, rifles, I shall £0
on protesting and talagraphin}:}or Mr, DeValera but you are gquite
right to take the line you are taking. Very confidentially ﬁ}ry is now
trying to trade 20,000 rifles for the installation of & boom across the
mouth of Lough Swilly thus far without success. Its ué}g not to fix a
plaose up wheres a Eritiah 8quadron ocould come and be safe in case
of the invasion of Ireland . Maffey has offered to have the admiralty
ship come as a merchant ship , lay the boom and nets, turn them over
to the 4rish Government and go away. But YeValera says " It would get om
out and people would say he had sold out to the Eritiuh " He has done
suoch amazing things by never giwing an inch but letting the other
fellow do all the giving that I don't feel competent to criticise or
advise him but IT SEEMS that he ix would be wise to begin to do & Li
bit for Bemooraoy ,1f only to let anti-Hitler news get the best of
it in the newspapers. Joe “ennedy telephoned me the other dﬁy and invite
me over for araittlu rauntion: I said I was too busy to be spared .,
He's put a grand spirit in all his crowd. I'm loading the ﬁhuh today =t
with 1llieit 4irish bacon for him. Otherwise its an export license and
God knows what else.

Maude sends special love . Some days ago she had a little cist in
her cheek ocut out. All went well till last night when her face began
to swell. The Doctor is with her now. I don't think it is serious as
she has no temperature . Best to you all.

AfE



Dublin, cepteuber 25, 1940

Your Luinenoe,

I have just sent youoff a short telegrew of congratula=
tion on the celebration of your Silver Epnlscopal Jubilee,
but I would wish unoffieinlly, ns & friend of Irelend, to
eéxpress oy aduirntion for the ;Teat services you have per-
formed for your country during this quarter gentury of your
Ltpiscopal ministry. During this period you have seen the
age-long hope for the freedom of Irelund fulfilled as to the
twenty=-six Counties.

Inasmuch as this freedou has been won from the world's
restest eupire ot the hei ht of its power, it is reasonsble
to believe thot spiritual forces have been largely responsible
for the viectory. Though s srotestunt myself, 1 would feel
thet | denied ihe essentiml tenets of my falth if ]I did not
gratefully recognize such forces, whether they operate through
my ghurch or through that of which you ore the consecrated
head in Ireland. 4o one who hos el ther experience of re-
ligion or knowledie of life ocan doubt that almighty tod pro-

uotes Jjustice and unholds the right. Hor can it be doubted

To His iminence
Ihe Cerdinal 'rims.e of Ireland,
Armagh, lorthern Ireland.



that the spiritusl princinles advocated by the Christian
iellizion will in the end prevail against superior physical
force. I rfeel confident therefore that it will be the
peaceful counsels of your Church and wine and ihe spirit
of foreisiveness and good=-will whieh Christianity comuands
us all to cherish which will bring about the unity of Iree
lond on terms mutually profitable to all concerned.

and 1 pray, yourkminence, that you may live to see
tiils end achieved and justly feel thut the holy influences

whieh you exert have played a grect part in bringing it

about.

Yours respectfully,

David Gray



October 2, 1940, - /
’ \

Dear Eoss: The }riah situation seems microscopic in the light of
what is piling up on you but such as it 1a‘wa are on the Jjob. Be¥ween
ourselves I keep turning over in my mind how to apprpach YeValerz in
the svent we drifted into this war or what I think is now more prolable
that Japan attacksd us without warning in the Philippines nniﬁifz
should have no choice . If we were inwe should probably want an ;riah
port or two . I am pretty well convinced that no one oapn " bargain”
with gthlarl . You trust him or you dén't. James Dillon who hates
him says that this is the only way. Joe Walshe admitted to me the other
night that it was the key to him. I am warning Maffey that he hgs
made a mistake in trying to wuse the rifles to get something in
return at Lough Swilly. If we should come xm&X the best bet is to
make an appeal to him on idealistic grounds I think . He might react to
that. He would feel safe if we were in., I speak of this so that you
might get a bright idea in the night. God help you.

aez OrA'
Maude had & pneumatic face last week but is now flat again. She
gsends you her best. Look what they have done to our Mr, Wilkie

in the Irish newspapers. Nothing gquite so Zany was ever hung on

you,
s i
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Ootober 23, 1940,

My dear Franklin : Before this reaches you,you will be in for another
four years of " Hard" or else given parcle for that length of time,

I had hupud'
but I fear now that it would be calamitous for you to step out , The

as I know you haﬂlthat you would be able to get a vacatima

only chance for Reprsentative Government and personal liberty on
American lines 1is in the direotion you have begun to orient our
policy. It looks now as if you'would win,but if you don't you will not
be diminished . You will have iu come baok.
One of the gruat‘dangerq of the prsent situation is not being tough
enough with the Limies and no American understands that as well as
you . If we are going to work with them we've got to understand
that they will take your pants,if you go to sleep with them on ., If
they ocan get away with 1t,thay don't roupeqt you and so co-operation
is impossible. I could hu;uhot. for some éf the things I have
been telling English people about what imericans think of the way
they treated us after the last war and they eat it . Their attitude
says," are'nt you bright to have found out we thought you weee boobs,"
Things are going along nut}oo badly 4in Ireland, The Government is
beginning to worry,I think as to where it 1s coming out if England win3l
and thete is a uﬁ?parative aggsoclation of Democracies., This idea of

and independence
Mr. DeValera's of existing self sufficiently on potatoeargn an Irish

speaking vacuaum is not gaining ground. It is a dream that he hates

to give yp . Bless you all. fﬁlﬁ s-h:[;
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December 31, 1940,

y Dear Franklin : Your Fireside talk on Dufﬂﬂ&&‘brﬂ&dﬂﬂﬂt last
Sunday night seems to me perhaps the most difficult , important and
successful speech that you have addressed to our country. As intro-
ductory to your message to Congress it seems to me beyond critiuiamf
and well night above praise, The refersnce to Ireland was left out of
the text of the resumé wired to +rish and English newspapers but
was taken down from the British Broadecast of the recording and today
is fesntured in all three morning Dublin papers. It was a relief Lo me
as I feared the censorship had excised 1t’and I was getting hot under
the collar. It is more importa:t to have that published here than I can
make you halieva'unless you can visualize us with a newspaper press
debarred from all discussion of the issues vital to the country,
and the censorship under the oontrol of Frank ﬁikuﬂfministur for
the Co-ordination of “sfense whom a leading member of the Opposition
reoently described to me as having a minﬁrhafEWEy between that of a
child and an ape. This man believes that the series of alarms and
hysterical troop movements which have cccourred in xz::nt months 1ls
really due to the imaginations and vanities of & iuge kg men
with the mentality of a boy gang leader playing at war with real
soldiers., It might be so. It is difficult to account for 1t on any
other hypothesis. There is a good deal of 1t that YaValera doesn't know
about . There is a petrol shut-down just know and the Lxternal Affairs

B8l
0ffice doesn'y, know when or whether there will be new supplies of &



2.
llo other single deprivation would afford such an object lesson
of the essential dependence of Ireland for its defense upen Sritain
& circumstance which the extremist school of thought Vehemently denies .
However if petrol be withheld as & coerclive meusure the fuot of
deependence will be lost aighﬁ of . It will be rzcognized only as
another wrong. Intellﬁigantjﬁpeopla react this way as much as
boneheads and perhaps the élergy are the worst of all . Jemes Dillon
lunched with us today and put the matter very well, " There is ," he said
2 logiecal position for a small nation to take on the side of the
angels and if crushed in such a cause fﬁ- risef again by virtue of
the spiritual forces behind it but for a small nation to aot
on m.terial motives as & great continematal power might aat,and expect
to get away with 1t,1is lunacy . And that is what we are doing now or
trying to do." Dillon has the ablestmind and finest character of any man
sympathetic
I have met in Ireland. Unfortunately he laocks theﬂﬁunduratanding of
base methods and men which would make me & success in Irish polities,
Maude Joins me in much love to you all and in all best wishes
for the New Year that is coming in tonight. We %ru“ dining and seeing
the new year in with & sweet pet of an American Girl whom AMaude loves
like she was a pole oat but who makes me feel young and brave,
Aff
rid
e
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