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THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.1\me 6, 1940 , 

llEMORANDUJ.I FOR 

THE OllDiR BEORIZTARY OF' STAR 

Will you prepar e r 11ply 

1D &Mwer to hie 10113hand aemo

raodum on la1t page? 

7 . D. R. 

Let ter from David Oray to the 
Presi dent dated-i:ra-y 16 , 1940 , 



My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT O F STATE 
WA 8 H I NQTON 

June 7 , 1940 

I am retunU.ng herewith Mr. David Gray's letter dated May 16, 1940, together with a draft reply to 
the longhand memorandw:i on the laet page or hi• 
letter. You will recollect that you were ooneulted 
on May 21, 1940 regarding what reply should be made 
to Mr. Gray'e telegram or May 18, 1940 conceniing a 
proclamation co statue quo or Ireland. 

yours, 

Enclosures: 

l . M1n1eter Gray ' s letter d or May 16, 1940 returne • 2 . Draft. 

The Preeident, 

The White House . 



Ilrparhnrn t of »tat• 

TO 

Lelltr drolled 6/6 

'rhe President 



Thursday J.!ay 16, 1940. 

Dear .Sosa : Vie heard you on the radio l Bst night glvill8 your message 
. fl " 'f 

to ConQee11 on emergency preparadneea. I think itJ"wa11 generally under-

stood here .as the pa11s"6e urging the Congre1111 to put no obstacle i n t he 
/;le.~ 

way of airplane dellvery~waa emphasi zed i n the Irish newspapers . 

At l aet this Government le waki ng up to its danger though doing 

nothing. I had an hours talk this noon wi th Mr. DeVal era . I asked hi m 

first if be had any obJection to lll"f sending for one of our military 

attacbe'e t rom London to inspect the fi'ish dispositions ..axzaz~ 
for protection ot air ports in case ot a parachute r a id in 

oonJunotion with the I . R.A. As a diveraio~ it ls not unreasonable ae 

with a thous and men they could stir up trouble here tor weeks, He 

sai d he wae afraid that i t he showed our attach' the diaposlt i ons the 

Germans might aek the same pr1velage. It did not occur t o him that the 

Germane already knew them. He la tryi718 to ge t five or six hundred 

machine guns in En&land but it l a doubttul it they oan be spared Just 

now • The moat that could be expeotad ot the l r iah arlll"f at present 

le to cope with parachute troops on a small scale and possibl y t o 

intercept arma land~ed by aubmar1na tor the I.R . A •• I oommenJ!ted upeyi1a 

condemnation l ast Saturday ot the 'ferman invas ion ot Holland and Belg1u~ 
and asked him it he did not t h ink it got a good r eception f rom Pres a 

and Public • Ha said on t he "hole yu. He then spoke ot your message 

to Congress printed in the morning paper1. He sai d he was gratified 

at the r eception it got in Con&rne . He said that a year 8'0 he thOIJ8ht 
you wer e going t oo t aat but he 

now saw that you ~ .d been i .... r ltht-
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I au~geated tha t th t time had oome tor him to talt~ detinite ~ 
position a11 you had , that hie neutrali ty was not going t o eave him 

and that he had to ooneider hie situat ion trom the viowpoint ot 

aee1eting in the deteat of Germany . He ) aid that was true but how taat •· 

he could go he oould not be sure. He . ae waiting turther on events . 

I a sked him it that waa not what the l ow countries &nd Soandanavia 

had done to their cost. He said yel but that he had to be very 

cautious . I aeked him if he had not had staff consultations and an 

agreed upon plan with the Allied Command. He said no that he wae afraid 

to do that pot beoause it would i norease the danger ot German invasion 
I 

but beoaus e i t would t end to divide public sentiment a t home . 

I told him that of course he must be t he beat Judge ot that but 

that he must weigh t hat dan&er again1t being oaught detenoeleee . 

He then told me he had something on his mind t hat he wanted to talk a219 . 
confidentially 

about . He sa id could I inquire~ot you whet her ln) view ot the t act that 

Ire l and and lriah bases commanded the North Atlo.ntio Trade !IDdlcx 

routes both by sea and a ir you coul d proclaim that the United States 

wa11 vitally interested in the maintaianaoe ot the statue quo e a r egard a 

I r eland . ff 
I said 1 what you w .. would like would be an her ioan guErentee 

ot your 7'' independenoe. He admit ted that it wae / but sew that i t was out 

ot t h t question to ask that . He said that if I reoeiJOd a favorable -= 
reply to this i nqu iry he would coneu1t his Dail and ministers and 

....JIUOh a pronounoement~ 
make a formal approach • He said ]rwocud strengt en hie l e aderehip 

i1zaaa1±11e very greatly. He ie f right ened by this s ituation but 

not pr epared to oope with it • Hi e i nterest even now ii in the toundat l dli 

.Ill:! ot an institute tor higher Oeltio Jdl:Jlj:a etudiee . I l ike him and 

admire him but he ia not the man tor a war. He went to Amerioa while 

Colline wae making the deoi1ion1. The t r ouble i1 he hae no 



~ J 
It rt slogan 1 exoept a united lrel&nd and that ie out tor the present . 

I The I . R. A. hae the atfirmative poaitlor; and he 1e on the detenaiTe 
ae tar aa popu.lar appeal ie oonoerned. I am spending the week end with 

• Sea.n T. O'Xelly and the Nunoio at Grantfar da and I will tind out it there 
•C •'\ is a chanoe ot the ohuroh oalling a holy war. But that wou.ld mean aband• 

onment ot neutrality . I told hi m I had made arransementa to aee 
Cr a igavon next wedneeday and asked him it he had any line ot oompro
miee in mind1to eeoure a measure ot cooperation at leaat . Hie suggestion 
wee that Ulster Join them in neutrality and in r eturn he would r eattirm •• publicly their adherence and lopalty to • external aaaooiation with 
the aritiah Commonwealth. He said he 

trom I.Ir. Wilaon. I said that trom a 

got that expre ssion and oonoeption 
\Jn the present crisis 

military vlewpointABritain oou.ld 
not give up oontrol ot both aides ot the n.arrowa ot the lriBh Channel}: , ,_ waa he prepared to lea ea the neoeoeary ports. Thie had not occurred to 
him • I asked him it he did not think that some oonoerted aotion with 

the north were possible, say a common examination ot the situation 
by a oommitee ot public eatety. Ha said he thought not 1t hat it would 
be easier to deal direot with \lastminioter • I asked him it be did 
not think that the crisis was the time to make progreee toward 
union, that a compromise now might produce reeu.lta that wou.14 other

wise be impossible tor yea.re to come assuming the allies won. 
It they did QQ! wtn 1Irisb treedom was a vanished dream. He agreed 

in principle but could deTiee no line ot compromise . I tear the 
common Tiew ot him ie true that be is incapable ot oompromiae. He baa 

got out on a limb and be 1a lonely tbere1 but does not know bow to get .«. 
back. We are lunohing with the Ger man minister on the 28th 
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4 . 
()...) Had interesting t a lka on the situation with Sean T. olKelly," 1/ith 

Ooegr ave who wao there Saturday night
1 

but lett when O'Kelly oame 
Sunday noon. He will not speak to eithe r him or DeValera . You oan be 
aure that ne i ther the Government nor Opposition 
like stabbing Britein in the baok but neither will 

tiill do anything 
..,. 

they go te.rher than 
a benetioent nautrality1unleaa the G••mans attack • I am going to 
Ulster tomor row t o see t he powers that be there. It is also art·anged 

' that I oal l on the Cardtnal tir•t.1 talkd to him on t he telephone 
Thia morning and arranged it through the llunoio who was with ua at 

)I..~;.._· 
Caatle Forbes. I have Jus t sent a telegram aaking~to have reasons ,, 
spoke\ ot aa obvioue" tor not sending an American ship to either 

)...... 
Cobb or Galwa.y explained. There are obJ otionaAto Dantry Bay, ea I 

~ believe there are no eatietaotory tenders and very limited aooomibdation. I~ S hall i nve et iga t e at ono e • " .,,..._... J . K. De.via the ooneul who evacuated 11"1'1n and,.. reo ently Warsaw ie 
on the Job here and doing it swell. I doubt it there are more than 
tive or six hundred from Ireland propq4er who will want t o go or who 

will be able to unless t hey are transported tree . Ive"-< i.....i....; "'- ...,c....-C; ~ 
The Mc~teea 1~inister for Commer• •) Ca( lunching with ua toda)'. Last nisht • 
we had Desmond Fitzserald an opposition senator and a member o! the 
Cosgrave Government . Theae little partie a work out ver)' well • 
Take care o! yourself. 

A!t 

At the Nunc i os an hour aso I had an inter ostins t alk with Father 
Sylvester r eof tor of the Franoiaoans at Louvain. The etor)' ot hill 

oaoapo waa about as bad as could be . They maohine sunned and bombed rel;. 

tusen •ystomatioally to add to the oonfUe1on . \le hoar tbia morning 
that tbo 11brar)' at Louvain 1e burned age.in. Furor# Teutonioua " 1• 

at it 88•in, 
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?.:y dear Bose 

lie got t hree pouoh 11 yesterday, the ti r at home mall 

in a month . Ther e were two lett ers t'rom you. I oa.n understand wh,y 

p~ople " go down the' line" t or you it you write them l etters like ihat . 

Two days ago llr . DeVal e ra ir• rtxflXXUJ< asked me t o oome to see him 

and as a r os )llt I eent the t e legr am whioh request ed you to give your 

per sonal help to Brennan 
1 
the r rhh l~inio ter in \/ashington in bis 

ettort t o get certain equipment . I ugge eted that if the eaac t 

things could not be obtained 1mi ght not Cenerel ::c.r~r.all delegate some 

good l!lllII to study the problem and outline an alturnbtive program 

ot materiel baaed on what .!.'.!!Lavailabl e n lways r enemberi ng that 

the lrieh d• f enso foroes must r ely upon small a rms, gueril l a taotios 

and swift action against i nvad i ng parti~e 
1 

not g iving them time to 

coo rd !nate. 

Th" general situation as r ega r ds moral 1'1•s i mproved very muoh in 

paet wee.k . There i s at last a detipite l eadershi p apparont . They 
( ,.,,.,,__ ' 6 • ) 

have rounded up a lot more I . U. A. l ade ..._ and l ast nigih Aiken about 

whom a good many of the Opposition had doubts oame out s trongly and 

wi thout r eservation for defense • The MJ n i ster of Agricul ture , 

Ryan also made a strong speeoh f\l.lly r~ponted t h i s morning. I enclose 

it as typical of ~bat the cabinet a r e do ing. It is only neoeesary to 

r ead t he par agraph marked with red penoi l . Like all these epeeohee 

over here from peopl e used t o working "underground" t he meat i s .. . 
always i n a t uoked in

1 
phrase . The publir- ie u.sed to l k oo ing f or it . 
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Here he ee.ya " Some people will tell you the invader will oooe ae to help. 
a :t'ricndA A f riend does not break into your house at night . He 1·1ai t e 

~ 
t ill he is i nvited . " 

Attar i:r. DeVal er a finiehed t alking arma he eaid i neubetanoe , 

~ \'/hat t erritiee me l e t hie; " He went to the map and pointed t o a 

spot at the head of Donegal Bay where the Loll8h Er g extends north of 

the Border and another point also north of the border f ifty miles to th ~ 
~ l J u • .. J:Oaet ~ IT ,...was the ermana ,he s aid I \/OUl d land at these point a 

and proclaim IJIYSel:t' a l1 berator . " If Lhey shoudl do that, -.. hat I could 
7 do,I do not know. " Then he added " Pl ease don 't mention that .. 

to anybody. I t might get around . " I sa i d to him 11 th i nk t he people 

up North ought to know that. llould r ou want me to go up and tell i t to 

Craigavon also other things pertaini ng to the s i tuat ion . " He said he 

would be grateful if I would . I eai d I would have to think it over 

and s ee if I could get a legitimate reason t or goi ng
1that is to 

explore the situation wit s zzate:re:ax to r Ill.}' government. I would let 

- r hi m know . I immediately wrot e Abercorne secretary ee.ying that I was 
"' 

ready to come up to explore the s i tuation in Ulster tor f1lY Go• erllJllent 
h-..' if Lord Cr aigavon would oare to see ft:tll , That I would l eave the 

question of euggesti ng thi'e to Creigavon1w1th Aberoorn who had been 

very oharming though he 1a not ver y br ight • Thie morning comes word 

that Cr aigavon would like to see me • 

A couple ot hours ago Sir John lla:t':t'y oame here1a half hour ahead ot 1$. 

lunoh to talk. Hi s son had been desperately wounded . Thoy thought ho 

was goi ng to die but he 1e now out of danger and lktty got be.ck thia 

morning. He t ol d me that Downing Street had sent tor Craigavon and had 

giYen him merry hell- all but ordering him to make up with DeValera 
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and end Part ition on t he beet t erlllB he could. They found him very 
toush1 blamins the sout h for this and t hat Just as DeVal e r a keeps 

' blami ng the nor t h . They told him t o forget i t
1
that Ireland had to 

defend i tsel f as a unit and he must t ake hie m~dio ine . Of course 
they ar e not telli"8 this to DeValera Just yet as he will be stubborn 
enouah1wit hout knowledge of t his advant age but he will have his chance 
and my priYate guess is that he will get his point and give away noth
ing ae he a l ways hae i n the paa t . I am going up tomorro\7 morning / 
lunch with t he Aber corna and come baoktomorz·ow night if possible . 

I will go on with this then. 

I th i nk I have mentioned to you that DeVal era always maintaina such a 
d~ p!n, (no meeting of t he eye)that t he idea c omes back to me that 

I am ta.king a big personal re sponsibil i ty in givi ng my English 
~t_snd out ) f riends and you the pi ct ure of h i m as) an~t1- llazi ,w:U:lu:11llixnatnllii• 

t ll.a11xld:cJOxll• z•una•ai'.llczl U:ezzaxzi rxit•ncx!ari:urxe:qax•ap.1•ilxx:bl 
ax4.Ulazoum: I/e l l a l it t l e thing occurred at our last sess ion 
whi ch really assured me . He ha s a ,,erman Nobel prize winner who 
fled ~ermany1 engaged for his Institute of Higher !.lathematios1Pr of essor 
something or other. This man is now i n abJect terror in Ireland 
f eari ng that the Gestapo i s going to get him an~ DeVal er a ia more 
oonoerned over him than maQy much mo r e Important matter s . In asking me 
if I oould he l p i n getting h i m t o Amerioa he spoke of the ~rmane in 
a way that lett no doubt as to hie f eelings . Joe 1/alehe also l unched 
her e today. He is the Permanent Seor etary for .:Xternal A!faira. For 
t he fi rst time he talke~ontidentially with me • I hadn' t been too sure 
of h i m before • The lunch wee tor t he new French mini aterja pretty 
dr ab r out i ne fellow who talks about i t taki ng, three years to get in 
touoh • 1th a n w s i tuation, The Gr anar de 

were a l so her e . Beatrice eat 
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on my l eft with Joe o0alehe the fenian on her left and we wer e all very 
Jolly. Can you believe i t ? 

You would h&ve admired a party that Maude threw Tuesday ( ~hie ia 

Thursday ) for the Oerman minister1r epayi l18 the oompliments of the 

season . Maude by the way gets more to-be-proud -of every '"eek 

I had t o get tight t o go t hrough with t hie thins
1 

and to11ar d the 
end of lunoh I aaid t o Mra . "'empel " These are very tragic timee 

( All nor thern Franoe Just lost ) but 1.ha t ever happen11 I hope you 

will always believe that it hae been a pr ivelege tor me to know you . 
" But what tould happen ?" she sai d • Then I couldn't hel p it . I 

" said! but suppose rrry country enter ed the 1·;ar. You r • member the last •• 
war? " But why s hould she!she sai d and her taoe tell below zero . 

Later I tried the same gag on Fred Bol and ass istant Seoretary tor 
• ! xternal Atfaira "But that isn't pooeible , " he said . You know aa ., ,, 

muoh about it as I do, I sai d but the l est Gallup pol l shows r a chanae 

" from 3~ per oent for giving the allies a rme on orodit to ~ l per cen~ . 

He ho.a b··en ,uite a friend of t he fermans in the pust . The Qe nnan 
minint er is a very deoent f ellow and 11e got off together aft er lunch . 

I said 4•z,:111xzt nuitzlmaa•U:i1ix with 11ubtle ,. t• ~, 

Do you trust Lluoaolini ,, 
underatandina

1 
ht 

" about St alin ? He 

said 

shrugged 

think Hitler antl he have a compl ete . . . , 
hope so for your salce, I sai d but how 

c.c- 1£.... . 
hi s shoulders sad ly,. and smiled • I eaid ,, 

he is the l ad who i s goi ng to win the ,\er. Europe will go Bolehivik. 
.. 

~ " No he sai d our middle olasa is al r eady deflated. Netional I aooialiam 1a 

already doing tor them all that Bolshlvism 
.. 

could promise . Then 
" I a oaid to him
1

you missed Bill Bullitt by a hair. You ought to 

have better marksmanshi p . " We both laughed in a silly way and he 
" " wouldll 't i t have been awtul~ The n we said 

agree that we mu11t be oiv1 ( _ 
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iUzed what every happens and remain pereonal friende wh1oh l tnoueht 

wae a good idea if the Oe~me.ne oame in her e and I wae i n a ooop like 

John Cude.h,y • 

./e got 

da.re ~ hope 

throU8h the Rooeevelt embarkation better than I had 
personal 

and I have been writing,. l et t er s of apprec iation t o half the 

population of ll'e land
1 

beei dee i nserting a oard i n the press . They 
out r ed tape for ue right and left or t he ehip would never have got 

J v.....-
away . Ir th!U'.e i a another one riet Joe 1'ennedy ' e Klemmer and a number ont 

~00'1' over ..A_nd Join m e ; --steamshi p agent.(and we oan work ojlt a fo ol proof piece of s taff 
work. But no more Galway unc l e Franklin unless reaeonSthat are unknown 

to us and the 1ri11h Government make i t 1mperat ' ve that Cork harbor be 

not ueed. At Cobh they have all the tnoiltiee and enOUBh wat er for ,. 
lighering at any tide . It coat the U. S. Lines the feed and demurrQ8e 

" • hirty six 
f or nnk1 • ftnnr hours u.sing Oal wa,y1a1110 a litt l e ite'll of t~rty 

pounds insurance for a wat er boat that t hey had to borrow . 

Before you get this1Fr ance may be done in and then what? You certainly 
have done everything JAK•i-tcx in your power and eomeywhat beyond 

your plain authority to avert this dieaoter • If you could sl ip in a 
I I 11 

bi t of congratul at ion to br ave Ireland i:or uniting to preserve 

her !!eutraUty in some speech or broadoaet it would help more than 

you t hink . r~ ,...,....; J--. 7 
I got ott about t en thirt7A f or Governmei:t House / Hilhbor o , Ulate t-

and arri Ttd t or l unoh. There wer e Juet the Aber oor s and 1117eelf 
and I had a ohanoe to ulce it olear that I wa1 not tryin& to 

butt in on otb.es peopl • ' • bu11ne11 but t hat the U.S. wa1 

interuted i n the sett lement of the "lrilh prob lea and al thOU4fh 

Craig&Ton ' • a ini et er1 had t old 1111 t hat they wer e not i nteree\ed 
i f' n a settle~, i f it wae agreabl• to him I wan\ed t o bear it 
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from the premier himself • I also said that it he were to ssk me 
I would giTe him 111,Y impresaion Of things ln the south., The 

Duke said he understood perteotly my position and was grateful to 

me tor talti?l8 .... a helpful intereat, that CraigaTon had been to Londo 
~- ~ and was ooming 

me. So I went 
at 3. 30 ~ to report to him and atterwarda would see 
to sq room and waited till they sent tor me 

wonder in« how I wa11 goin« to talk to a oruahed state1un. I de
o ided ot oourse that I oould neTer let on that I knew what had 

gone on in London. CraigaTon ia a redtaoed
1 hard bitten fellow 

ot 71 J'ith tis~ trr&:f blue eJ'•s aet on an angle. He las a 
pleasant smile tor a tao• out out ot a granite rook , HoweTer/ 

I /1ked hi• trom the a tart and we got alons tine. We talked till 

teaJthat ia till tiTe 1about an hour1 and I neTer woul.d haTe known 
that he had been orushed b7 the Downing s treet steam roller , 
We went OTer the same ground that I had gone OTer with1'n1irew1 

" I • hie tinanoe minister. The tilster people were a different raoe/ 

were part ot Britain and were not interested in southern Ireland 
whioh had been dielo7al, had ,, 
Jaok • I then told him what 

pulled down and burned the union 

the .louth wae doing in abeolute 

good faith. He seemed surprised to hear it and said he was pleased. 

I a1ked him what would lJippen it the l!eraana landed in Ulster and .. .. 
proclaimed theaaelTes " Liberatore" Oh we'll take oare ot them/he 

said. I then aeked him it he did not think it well to oooperate 
with the South tor the detenee ot the 11l&D4. He said he thought 

r it would be tine but that ot ooupe that wn1 a matter tor the 
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1110• ot plWll oake made ot diabetic flour, At dinner that nigh~ 

the 1pealcer ot the northern parli&1111nt hn:w•txirw;:x wa1 present. 

He i1 • rl!tp manager and ~art ownu• ot a big linen aill. After 
J..,. 

di1141er he talked 'Hl'J' treel.7 and took a different line. He said 
" that it th~outh had followed the l i ne that Ooe&raTe set out 

onJby this time they would haTe been in. They oould not haTe 

kept out. But now union waa set baok tor a generation at leaat. 

They oould not Join with a country that aight walk out ot the 

dominion etatua . I said I tholl8ht that a~tutt waa tor home oon
ewaption, that they wanted Teey oloee tiea with Britain aa 

long aa they had the power to ohooee and didn 't haTe the relation 

imposed upon them. He ..- said that waa probably true . Well I got up early next morning and wee baok at m,y deak by ten and waa 

greeted with the new1 that the Vlaahington would be in the end 

ot the week~~:t -eTerything started, talked with loe•a ott ioe 

~- in London. Hie good aan Klemer is coming oTer Tuee::d~ .. 'ile got 

-
-
-' r 

~ J 

ott late in th.e P.K. and went down to Caatletowneb.end tor SUnd~ 

Maude and I atopped •1th Admiral Hugh SoaerT1lle
1 

brother ot 
Bo7le who waa murdered. Xatberine Crooker stayed at Driehane 

jjouse with Edith and 0&111eron. I went to ohuroh the next morning, 

:14aude ot course ratted, said she had lumbago. Two or three 
A~ 

pewa in trdtl1there waa an old aan with two red headed aon1, Paul 
A 

and Kendall ChaTasea . Paul about ten d~a ago was in a mine ... ,. 

la7er that struck a •in1 . He was caught in hi e ataterooa an4 had.,., 
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to d1Te and 11wlm under water till he got to a oompanionwq. Prett7 
olos• thine. The other bo71Xendall bad been one ot the last to 
be eTaouated 
treel7 about 

trom :Dunkirk a tew de.711 betore • They both talked it all, had their taile up and were loo.Icing torward 
to goinc baolt. Thia h Xon4q June 10. Xen4a.ll hall Juat gone oTer on the night boat to E!l,!lan4 to rctorm hta batallion . Hie wit e 
la etopping the night with ua

1
a game girt it eTer there wae one. 

Tbeee people don't .lcnow when they are lio.lced. 
An hour ago at nine ooloolt we heard ~t Cooper announoe ltt1seolinij 
entranoe into the war 1n a apeeob that is probably tbe bittereet 
epeeoh eTer me.de oTer the radio. Perbape at milnigbt we aball 
hear eometbinc ae 1oathing trom 7ou. I don't BUppoee there eTer 
wa1 quite euoh a 11on ot o.. bit oh • I shall wait up to hear you at 
twelTe titteen. Things may moTe pretty taat now . People at home 
at la11t seem to be wa.lcinc up to the t act that it will be le e1 

expenaiT• to do tbie Job •bile l"ranoe and Britain are atloat than 
to do it eingle banded atterward1 • Thia is tougher than 
when the ~erman1 were at tbe gates ot Par is 1~ 14 Qnd again in 
l!aroh 18. Well we'T• all got to .lceep our tails up . 

June 

you. 

11. I kept awa.ke tor the midnight news and 
~- -- .......... '. c-....J" ~'I• ' -I oould !eel the whole atmosphere ot the "' 

then heard 

quadrangle 
at Charlottesville and hear the cheering. It was very dlfter
&nt trom what we have here , I t waa a swell apeeob, They 
are atr a i d here to play up the nagger phrase which wae t~ 
dramatic note. The lri11h Presa oarrlea i t but in small type 

and without oollll!lent. The Irish Times does no t print it and 
that is the Tory paper. I've got to grapple now with people 
•ht men+ A. 

'"· 
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who want to go home in the '"uhington and have neither money nor 
a good exouse. 

June 12 . I t looks a~ preSent writing ae if we were goi n,s to emba*~ 
about 950 people from Ga1way

1
.L'hureday and Friday. ~e are looking 

out tor some of the thinge tha t we slipped up on l ast ti.me but the 
t aot remain& that Galway,at moat, hae beds for about 700 visitors, 

' This week t here are four hundred members of a teaohers conventions 
t here and un l ess we can ht ld a lo t of the ~shington passengers 
back in Dublin and Cork til l Thursday and Friday there will be no 
beds for them. 't he looal e teamehipipeople keep insisting that they 
must get over to <..al way,1 becaus e i t ~akee so long to examine lugga~ 
and passports 1all of whi ch is true I wanted to have a lo t of:x:lug 

baggage examined here when i t arrives from England and then sent 
aoroes in bond but I have no authori ty kO insi st upon it and nobody 
takes t he suggestion very seriously. They don't oare how long 
Americans mill around in a freight shed wi t h no plaoe to sit down • 

The local s teamship agents are weak brot hers. I have Just heard b 
from a travelli ng f i r eman from Joe's London Eluporiut11 that you are 
the villain in thipiece as regards . picking Galway, You may have 
some secret Jcnowledge

1otherwise you are all wet on this item. 
This morning the 8e1gian minister oal led upon me to thank me for 
your remarks upon Il Duoe . He is a bit out up about hi e king, He It. "'1 ho.a an i dea that he ,.talked with Wegand on the 26th J.lay and told him 
they couldn ' t hold out and that probably Wegand t old him he would 
bloody well have to • They are people here who cri tioise Duff 
Coopers dispasslor.ate oomment upon Il Duoe • But they are the people 

who are a l • aye defeatist . What Cooper had to do was to buoJ up 
• hie own people and the Frt oh. It was a l a rge order for everybody " 
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had hie t ail down over the Fr1noh situation, You had to get tight:IB 
mad or give up • I think i t ~ae a tine speeoh and a uJetul one, 

Cooper and Churchill are keeping things going over here, 
This morni ng I had a talk with Joe Walshe (External Attiare) I ~ 

told him i n complete detail ot my t rip to Belt aet and suggested 1ll 
that he and some ot the younger men get busy worlting out i n their 

heads some sort of compromise Union solution ot Par t ition in the 
case that events sutb.~nly make cooperation tor the dura~ion ot t he 
war inevitable • Dev, is au.re no t to oompromi ee o.nd they have got 
to put pressure on him trom within hie own party it they are goi ng 
to aot quick. Then he opened what I bad really gone to him to ex-
plore but hesitated to suggest. 
should come i nto the war ho., would 

" He waid
1 i t by any ohanoe 

tLu.t- atteot us? -

you 

I I ti '' 

~-

That i s Just it
1

I sai d , It we ~d come in we would need ports 
in t he South and West, Cobb and ~erehaven at least 1also landing 

•• fields tor transatlantio tlighte. How about it? " " Well he eaid I your comi ng i n would undoubtedly change our position very baeioallJ 
)-A and instatntly. 11 Ot oouree he meant with U. S. i n

1
t heAgovsrnment 

could take t he ohanoe they dare not now take. I am havi ng my piot\Ue 
taken with Dev. on Friday morning tor LIFE. They are getting up 

an lrish number, 
~o doubling as J The Legation secret s ervice, i.tr . Jamee ~urpny~Legation ohautteur 

and oow milker t ells me that at Government House Ulster the {;. 
garde and s ervants were amazed at the reports he gave ot preparat-....., " here to r esist the toe , " 
going to Join the jermans 

• •• Cod , they said we thought • ou • ae I 

o.nd march up and maseacree us all." }ii..; .; "" j/l. 
Last night,llaude and I dined wi th the Ueadee. H• is the leading 

surgeon in Dublin and the party were all real Dublin Il:ill.l Irish 
l)-rf\"-8ave tor a oouple ot sqaure heads ( Swede Consul) and ,wife , " 



ll. 
There was the !.!iniater or Commeroe llcEntee and hie huge wire,a ~ 
sister or the famous Father Paddy {!ro~wn or lleynouth , the arore

eai d Sweedee, The Provost or the National UDivereity, Patriok 
Rooney eeq a leading barrister and a sweet Limerick outie ""14-.... i:re . Tommy 1.!oLoughlinAthe engineer or the Shannon works . I bavtn'l' 
laughed l i ke that since we got over here and a lot or damned gal 
good talk wi t h all the obarr. You would have loved it, Cood rood 

and too much to d rinlc, Well at a dr amati c pause ,I was oalled to t!B t 
telephone. I looked very import ant beoauee Jolaude bad planted ,,.,.. 

a call eo that she could rat about nine forty five . I got to the " whisper phone expecting Mr. Flynn,our true~" Ite me Flynn. Its 
quarte r to ten" Instead he said." Liverpool and London has • t 
been oal l i ng you. The Washington ia torpedoed and the passengers 111 
all in the boats . " Till I got home a rew mi nutea later t here was 

quite a state or mind on. Then I had to te l ephone Meade that 
~ :x:XXathe Waeh11lgt~ had been some overstatement . I went to be"thanking Godlthat ~bo~ 6..ouv ~ ooul d gll(Wlth~people instead or t he horse r acedAoounty 

Love to everybody. 
Art 

there 
f}-ao I 

girls 

Am going over to Calway tomorrow. The ship i s due late tonight. 

June ll , 9 . a . m. Just heard very aerioua newe. Germans loading 40, 0(l) 
men in traneporte in Norway. Unless they are orezy those people 

are ooming here inst ead or to England. 
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' ' WE CAN DRIVE 
OUT AN INV ADEF 

Dr. Ryan Tells 
Why Recruits 
Are Needed 

" WE h1YO "o with to become the Cibrelter of the 
Atl1ntlc. If 1 btlli11r1nt un 11in 1 1tret11ic 

1dYOnt111 with 1 sm1ll fon:1 ht will be t1mpt1d 
to try It, ind th1t it why our pr-•I d11•pr i1 
SO pelt.0 

6&id DR. JAMES RYAN, Miniswr for Agriculture, at an 
all·party public meeting in New Rou, Co. Wexford, 
Jut evening. 

" 0. the otller bud, whea POWfln, even bfl PoWU'!J, 
- _ ........... tky ....... oully ~ • larp ,.,.,. 
tor.•""'- or ror. --"' .............. added die .......... 
~ o... - duty, -- la "' -- u.. -........ tUt"" -ii foreo wtlf be ,..mllted to pin a foot.-
bold la thlo ..... ,,,.. 

11 We ca.nnot con.vi.nee thoee ,...-~~------==-· 
concomtd by blulf. We m\llt, 
and -. malce that fact 11 cie.r u crvotal If we all play our paru:f.--

He (Dr R)'llll ml a ht be 
WTOllC· A .,,_ilve lavadtt llllPt lliink a ....n {Otte ...... h. 
or that the venture would jultlty 
1larpf- . ............ ,.... ..... ____ ... ____ _ ............................ -..... _..,,. . ........ ... .. .... ... MlllferM .. ... ..,,.....,.._ .. , ... ..... 
""" ....... ............... .u 

--.. Jlfatw91lt 41...W.. - Ua• ordl· 
_, ___ .... ._ 
....... t.Ut •n.-but Oil w. bll .-.u. °' a&Uoul iadepeHlllOI .. ...... ~~"' ·-· 

" You Will Hne Put 
Your Life At Your 
Country'• Disposal-" 

I 
11 

.. •11Mi ..... sr-t ..... Ula .... .,.., 
.. _.,. aa 1 ror ~ '---=--=--=..,=-! ................ __ , tM.l~-----------



, , 

..,. - •et UC .., ....,.._ranoo oc 
oobdattt)< 

• ~ ,., .. t .0.ut.a.a• •u that 
w. aa 3 no... P'or '*"'~~~ ...... ...... llSll.U.C UI ..... , I.IHI\~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ..... ..U~tlbtd ht.M ; .,,.. tGn•rt••ted 
r roca our c'•Ul&n bOll*I, Ul·9Cl..,,lpped 
and DOQl'l7 dl.l(lpllned, to face a n.Jular 
arJDi. I 1'tua Uin• we Md a ••.U· 
tqUlpped ttl'\ilU army lO tac• a.n in· 
Tadt.T who m~ ft*1't h t1 way t.a and 
'Wms b1- 111.1pp1lu wllb hlm. 

.. T'- IN'llCl advaatafe la lkat " . .., 
.... .......... . . .. OU.t ·~)' add 
wUI. t~m..-., - pre..,.. to st, .• 
ou Uv" to tlMri liut a-a ralMr ... ..,.,,..,..,..... •fat ... t.lile -· Tbe In Yid tr. on tbe other band, 

would be ft&'hUn.r for a alrattalc poeJ
tJon ano would. b• added, mtuure the 
aac.rlftc. bt w1.e prtpartd to make 
&1&.lnlt Ult Mtvanta,-e ht hoped to 
,-ala. U we made "rlctory Loo du..r for 
h1m be would M forced to withdraw. 

.. We bout Lbat .,,., art a ft.1btirtJ 
race and, t.bOUlb 11\.,,Y a llmt defeated, 
we have 0«1ver been conquered. I think 
t.b&t boNt I• larTe.t.Y true," tald Or. 
Ryu. '' &ftd. btcaUM l think Ul.J.t, I &m 
coa.Admt Uaat an lnvMtt~ f0tte will 
be eV«l.tuallJ' drt.,tn out. 

'" It we throw our mind.I batk and 
try to pla~ oura.tlvea tn Lht pot.lUc>n 
ot one of tht rormer JttJ,tr•. ouch M 
OWtn Roe O'NeUJ. or 1 ath~r John 
M ul'pb.y, or Ptdralg Pu1". t am .mre 
79" wilt .,,.. lhal they would b.a•• 
c:ona5dit.rect lhtmatlvu ronunai. to 
have lb• mUlury adv&nt.J.e., that we 
have to-day. 

" IJ '\fl rtmt'mbrtr bow thl!'MI men 
IM.IH ~ f'nf!ft13 wltb •uch cotdl· 
dt'eee:, •lld ..... ~.et bMed 
M __. .ae.ter 19'l1Htatlo•' •e 
ahoukl .... ,. ,,,_. Matt &. our..,. .. __ 
.. Future aent':rationt wlll ll)OJ( back 

upon thla Umt, and U a.n lnvN:lon 
comes-which Ood rorbld-a.nd If we 
wln tbrOU&h- whlch God 1rant-they 
WUJ not N.Y that we were 1reat men 
or brave mtn, they •ill N Y lha.t we 
cbd our duty u lrilh.mfll. • 

BEWARE OF 
THESE MEN-

.. Now I -..Ot to wa.m you .,.al.nit 
Hrt&i.zl ttnu of dul.NCUve p.ropa~ 
&a.nd.a.'• "-'V\t on Or. Ryan. 

.... ..,.. or tbe. defeatl• l " bo 
a.rJUM Ul•t lhLI 1ma.ll country can 
1H:wr at.and up to a mlpty 
U:YMler. 
.. Many Of you ,..mt:m'btt tueh typea 

la lt20-2L 
.. Be"·are of the • l•nffr·,..,n•"' 

who telh1 )OU tbal .o and ao 
t'ncoura1e1 younr rMn to olfe.r 
U.elr lh et -. lille 11.. kee,. NJdy 
• • . .,., klmlf:ll. 
"'This t.ype ta untvenal 

t 
. ....... .. ... ·- ""'"'" \11i1liO telhJOU that. t ut.II a fore.Ip 

power "'1 C:OftN. u a f rit nd a nd 
•ol .. • ta-. 
'" A frltnd d0ta not break into your 

llome at G1.1bt. He watu unUl he b 
111'1tod. 

\ 

.. ... ..,.. of U.e bcdroo• "'tio 
.... ,...,.,. t lort• a"-ut our af'IMd 
to~ I• ll•• •el• 1am m 1 
• e •·•l ol lM•..,..lrtMmaA. atware of UM c}'111c ~ _,.. .._ 
eMaalf7 ..... ...,... ...... , fw. 

"Thal would " true ll we were aJt 
cynlt-.. 

D•n1er lHI, 

I mmedi•t• 
•• l have comt btrt to-a~sht lo talk 

LO My con.Utveo~" Or. Rya.o al.id at 
Utt ou tlit'l, .. 'bt«UM l br.Uen our 
COUDlr)' 1' Cu.cl With a "t'l'J' 8tf1ou.J 
tlllt\at.t.IOn. po.l&bly the mott ffrlOUI 
lbtt wt ln our time have attn, a.nd we 
lhou&1't we bad faced ma.ny crttl"'-'ll 
a1tuaUon•." 

Thia. be went on. wu a Um• tot few 
word.I and tor dtdalve acUon Tbe 
bds Powen. f:OP&"ed ID a bUtu in.runt• tor supremacy, on both 1Ldt1 
wtrt only too conectou. ot the tact 
that. the va.nqulahflid would be tllmlna· 
lfd •• • Powtr for lJI Ume. Jn •uch 
clrcum1l&llcea Lh• rfehta or neutral.I 
or of am.all naUon.a were ~t bJcely to 
bt rupec:Ud. 

"' Thi. ~n1 ry ruy be lookf'd 
upon by one 1>1 the bf:W~N'ni. ... 
a a-ood point rrum \\hleh t o attairk 
l f'l f't oth~r." be •Id. .. It ..._,. M 
lookt'CI upo11 b¥ lht l'ttbe:r .. a 
Ml'11&Cle for tAat \t'rJ ~ You 
"''n ~. U.e:~tttt. tut lil<e diul'tr 
of ln,ulon i. ,.,...i ud lrnmfridlll<t. 
"It an invader wert to come In tor 

" llmlt.ed Ume It mlghl. be tolerable, 
but. that S. not Ukely. A vilaJ potillon 
d\lrins war would be t:qually lmpOrt.a.nt 
to the victora whtn puce comet. 

" WhisperlnCJ 
CampalCJn" 

•• 'fbere I• a wbl•pertac c.ampa.l.in 
•Jalul tAa moYM1t.Dt. It ii .uJd that 
11 you join the Army or )Ol.n th• Local 
Stcurity Suv'lct you will nut ftnd 
your•eJr lo ll'rance. Tbl• rumour l• 
abtolutely maUclou1 &nd wit.bout. an,y 
foundation in fact. You beard rwnoun 
bf.tore from Lb• Mme IOUJ'Ce.'' aeJd Or. 
!\JU. 

"' U you Joi• U.. Armiy :rou \\IU 
ha,·e to l J b\. In oaae of lnu~ .. oo. 
bui. J MJ' to you dell~ralt'ly and 
Mllbout ~n·atlon THAT OUR 
AR.llY OAN O?ll'LV Bl: tl8D> 
" lT'lllN THE .IURJ.!DICl'10N 
OF THU! STATE," ........ tile 
)ll•l• ter. 
•• You wt.re told In 1933. when we 

1uccee<led In A:ttUn.,. po11eulon of the 
Pott.I from Ortat Brlta.ln, thal we bad 
committed tbl• country to Acht with 
Brll&ln le cue ot war," Dr. Jtyu 
•lated. 

"' \\' t dented lh&l a.ad a.attd wr 
tatentlon of rtmainJns ntulraJ. You 
were told tb•t. thl• country had not 
rot. an Independent •tllhil and could 
not rtmaln neutra.I ln cue or war. 

,. All tAtee ruMOUn • nd all 
'"'""' .ta'"""9t• f'rem IAM> M,Mrg ......,...., MUtt'f'i -.a\e pro\f'lll lo tire 
n,..1 , jln\ • • tlwl p~t. rumoar 
"Ul •-.0 bft pro'" to he \\J'Oef , 
" It you Join Ute t..oea.a ltcurlt.y 

8trvkt 10\I caonot be uked to do more 

(Cototfnued OD hp 8) 
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Wednesday J une 19, 1940 , 

Dear Bos e : l'his is a l ovely , ho t afternoon and the Irish are 

compl a ini ng of t he heat . \'le have had t hree weeks of this weat her 

'l.roken by onl y one day' e r ain. There is a" be fore the ba ttl e at mos -

" phere on. People are settli ng down to the r~ality of probable and 

imanent invasion. It oe.n hardly be doubted that i f the~l1Dans 
attempt a l anding on England t hey will not make an effort via t his 

undefended country wi t h ite unmined ooast al waters . The great 

park meadow t hat I am looking out on i s s tu«ded with railway ties 

set in the ground four feet in t he air to atop airpl ane l andings 

and t he r a t tle of machine gun practise c omes acros s f rom a pest 

a mile away, Sombody let of f an a~ntiiaircraft gun a few minutes 

ago and I di d what I have been put ting of f f or two weeks ,that ie 

exami ne t he wine cellar a s an air r a id s helter , 'lie c ould retire 

t here wi th a corks crew and be very brave, 

I have been t elegr aphing frant ically to you for rif les for • 

the volunteers the past few days 1firet beoauee they ar e needed here 

and seoond because t he t ime may come soon when the mos t useful 

thing I can do for you i s s t rongly to urge oompromiee wi t h Olsta-

on l!r, DeValer a and I want to be t hought of as helpful to t hem 

and \',ell disposed. Thei Government needs the rifl es even more to 

establish confidence in its power to obtain t hem t han for act ual 
t 

dfense. They had their big Unity Defense meeting Sunday noon 

" on coll ege Green Dublin • Col l ege Gr een is an irregualar shaped 
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plaza between the Bank of Ireland, (the old Houae of Lords Build i nej 
.)..- l, .._ C " • f• , • r C""'( and t he iron paling of ~rinity College quadringle, Loineter ••e• ... 

street • be• er 01111 .. eea:ont like a stomaoh into whioh a oolon , 
emt ies and discharges wi th a couple of right angle tributaries, A 

t-Th ere was a big crowd , thi1]1 forty t housand people and l!r , DeVal• 4 , 
Cosgrave and Norton (Labor l all spoke f rom the s ame platform, 

DeValer a baa definitely stemmed the ebb of hie influence by espou~ 

ing the Uef ense i ssue but there was no great enthusiasm f or him, 

~eople tell me that two years ago the crowd woul d have cheered 
itself hoar se befor e he waa allowed to apeal:: , Koder ate oheering 

only on Sunday, They all take the line of demanding pr eparedness 

~ i nvader. No one specified • Privately and confidentially 
they admi t they only fea r ~ermany and are making preparations 
\'#ITH Britain for lriah defense , In recent t alks with De Valera and 

Sean T. o• i(ell y , MoEntee and Joe Walshe Lhe permanent foreign sec
r etary I ha ve suggested t hat if Germany crushes ~ritain and per
mits her resurgence as a thi rd class power ehe will of necessity 

keep I r,land as a Gibraltar to watoh~ritain and house a~e~ 
garrison, also to develop the ports which oontrol the traffic 
of the Western Atlantio

1
a i r and maritime; also as lebenstraum 

for four or f ive million German f armers who oould very easily 

the i s land about eight times. lio one 

does not visuali ze i t , Aooepti ng this premise the Government oan 

Yli th 

wi ll 

between making euoh a r esult less likel y by Joining up 

~ri t ain at onoe / (or pursuing neutaali t y wi thout ho11e t hat i t · ) 
to, 4-) L t .·, ~4- ~U.- ~~ G...J.', 

be r eapeoted) or by Joinin& t he Germane } in no one of t he iJi: 
alterna t ives can she hope to esoa pe being a battlefield , 

As you see, it adds up ae e lit bl 1 , 1 , 1 "' t n;t in f t1 vor of throwirg 
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/th...< 1n with " r1tain wHh the ohanoeAi! t:nelnnd hold3 o!f ~ermWly NJ.., • .:) 

~ ....., ~ preserv- the liberty ~ enJoya "and very possibly ~ bri ngN6; 
partition to a •hua ""- ~ • 
The one thi ng that would str engthen the government politioally n-.,.. .:_.. 
and enable them to ~ the anti-ilri t ieh lag in publio sentiment 4 

would be a gesture o! at least ~ilitary unity tor the durat ion of 
t he war by Craigavon • He kno'N& tha t it he made thi s it cuts the 
ground !rom under hie politoal posi tion a e bei ng part o! Britain. 
DeValera lcnowa it a leo 1 and th.at i e why he "ould aooept it as an 
enteri ng wedge \'/hen I was up at Go vernment house i n Ulster on 
June 7 and 8 and s aw Craigevon1 ae I wrote you,I been.me ea tis!i ed 
that he intended to do nothing or lea rn nothing. He we.a the perfect 
Bourbon but very pleasant , A week l a t er I wrote the enclosed lette r
as a bread and butter l.etter to the Dulce ot aberoorn. I doubt it 
A~~ite graepe what is going on i n the world but he i s a very 
nioe fellow and was very kind to me , The situation wae dr!!,lting 
eo !ast and in such a bad direction down here-- I mean ~ t hat 
up t ill that time,no very definite stand in reg....rd t o /defense w~~ 
although the LJat ional ~e!ense oouno il had been f °'med !rom t he • 
three parties ) that I took the ohanoe , I showed it t o Sir John 
"'atty and he advi sed me t o send i t and asked !or a oopy to send to 
Downing street , After all1if i t does no good it oan do no harm 
except to Gray and somebody has got to speak out in meeti ng. 
l!a!!y who i n some ways is better inf ormed t han I am1agroes 100 
per oent with the vi ew I have unf olded, I had a t alk with him 
this morni n8 inquiring whether Downi ng Street had fol lowed up the (n ~ · ~.,. 't::'JJ'ee ~6 Craigavon he had reported to me a week before. He sai d 
no , l e waa convinced now that Cald!oott in tho Coltial O!tioe and 
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,.. would only go on t alking and would do nothing; that he .1.iatfy would 

have t o go over their heads t o Churohill but he wondered if 

some one could not give him a tentative unbinding draft of the 
prese~ &,:a 

South'e.(•deas as to Ulster ~ maximum and mini mum. Wel l it happenel. 

that l a s t night James Dillon wae here to dinner and told me that 

he had shown DeVal era exactly suoh a draft that very afternoon 
• 

and had of fered to be the goat and s~"'onsor it ~f DeValera sa id the 

word. ; e i s oomi ng to dine again tonight and we will go over it . 

'lie fixed i t up l ast week uut it seemed to me that it was not the 1 

t i me t o trot it out 1better wait till the North made an advance . 

Of course if DeValera approves the i dea I shal l have nothing to do 

wit h i t unless he a sks me personally LO transmit it to "'affy 

a + kite • 

I lunched and played Golf with "'affy Sunday after at t ending the 

mass mr eti ng • Saturday we had a very Jol ly lunoh at the l.!cEntees 

(minister of Commerce ) at which Sean T. o•Kelly and Mrs . P. J. 

Rutl edge were present also Mrs. l.!oEntee ' s brother the famous 

Rev. Dr. Paddy 8rown
1
Prof. of ~ath. at .l.!.eynouth. Father Drown eo 

seduced your grat A t that at eleven 
s in 

to confess liar Jori e teslie of oonununicating with her 
~il~ ' 

newly ~ son Jack • Then he went to the mas s meet i ng where 

I left him only to find him when I returned about six with 

~laffy. He i s now a f i xture and how you would like him! Playing golf 

at Portmarnock I said to ~affy ( The news of the French debaole hm 

Just come ) I fe el ~shamed having a country and a safe home Just 

now with all you fellows a s you are . " 
,. ':[,.. t \ 

'Pft9ot i s very good of you to say that1he said , We've seen all the!B 

Russians homeless and working at menial Jobs , I may be trundl i ng 

a barrow myself • rt isn't easy when you have been a proconsul and 

r 
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are old and thinking of r etirement and a pension, " He told me 

the s t ory of the Prince of \'/ales ('.'lindsor) when he came to Peshawar 

when Maffy was Governor or l es i dent • The 2rinoe bawled hi m out 

because the situation being bad they were hurryi ng him about 

a long the surf ace of things 1whioh he didn ' t like , And then 

.1.!affy who knew his father well1ha.nded him a few home truths 

which t he Prinoe did no t like at all. llaffy said f or several years 
,_ 

afterwards 1 whenever they met, Edward wae sullen a.nd re,entful till om .. 
day he oame up to him held out his hand a.nd said I think you were 

·' right about t hat show at Peshawar and I was wrong, The usual 

story that the frinoe slipped out and went alone QP tth au 1qau4· 
"' 

to t he bazaar and that on returning J.Iaffy threatened to put him ...,. 

i n arrest if he did not give his word not to do it again
1

11affy sat!{ 
(....(. ...... ~- ... 1J... c+tw-- . > was not true. \\V~) .,...._..,~~ 

( Later i n t he P. M,1 c ... stleross) h~ Just left with a pint of scotch y,, I 

under his ninety i nch belt . He left one good one . A Sco t chman was 

talking wi th an Austral i an an1trying t o impress him wi t h the f act .. 
tha t he was a S'cotohma.n. Have you got many Scotchmen i n Austf ralia 

... ~ f , .. " 

he asked, " Oh yes 1 said the Australian but our trouble is rabbits~ , 

Wi th the world t umbling down we need a few laughs . Castlerosse 

tal king of air plane production said Lord Nuffield had been the 
recen~ Nuffield cla1meO J 

~RH devil in theplot. He- saidlhe could do all these things like 
~ 

Henry Ford saye he oa.n ~ a.nd then he didn't, He sai d hi s boss 

Beaverbrook had doubl ed production sinoe he went in. 

Dillon dined here again last night and tells me that DeValera 

does not r1ant hi m to make any trial pr oposition to Ulster so 

I nhall have to get hold of Maffy and tell him it is all off. It.is 

heartbr eaking when so muah depends on making this i s l and impregnab t... 

~ to have petty J ealousies and ha tee making a un i ted stand impoae:a~ , 
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June 22. The dr oueht was b1·oken l ast night by ra in. Yesterday I got 

a letter f r om Abercorn thanking me for mine(the enclosed) and add¥ 

ing that as I had no t marked my let ter priva t e he had sent i t on 

to Craigavon. So f ar so good. I n t he pas t week there have been two 

resignations of parliamentary secretari es i n the Ulster Covt . in 

protest again st Crai gavon's 

it means I don' t know but 

1neffeotive defens e measures , Jus t wha"t 
,:,. .~~ 

i t is probably~a movemen t f or an under-

standi ng with the South. A message owne f rom Air . DeValera a t noon 

today asking me i f I coul d come to his off ice at 3 . 30 p . m. he look&l 
u..a 

veryAand drawn and ~as off l ater i n the day to address meeti ngs 

at Tralee and els ewhere. He asked me what I thought of t he ;Jnerioan 

sit uation and whe t her I had any late and speci al news . I said I 

t hought our position was that of being morall y at war with ~ermany • 

now. t hat i f eermany had the power she would treat us as an ene!Jf 

and destroy us, that the new oi.binet appointments were exact ly 

as you sta t ed them to be, an evidence of t he country's i ncrea s i ng 

solidari ty for defense but that i t was evident t ha t t he f act t ha t 

they were both announced intervent ionists wa s significant, I sai d lll 

that nei t her Stimson nor Kno• could have taken t hi s step except 

after consultation with ot her "epublican leaders und that per s on

al l y I could only regar d it a s s tep to_ard more active a~si stance 

t o t he a llied cause in the i nterest og American defens e. 

I told him I t hought he was doing everything he could do and 

doing i t very well and a sked hi m if any word had come from Cr aig

avob , He said no. I said " If I were you I would ait t i ght and 

wai t for it, but when i t comes I think you would do well to make 

compromises and meet t hem more than ha lf way 

t 
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way. He '( sai , there 18 only one eolut r on of thi8 th i ng and t hat 

i8 for tho tlorth to Join U8 i n our neutra lity until we are i n-
•I 

vaded. We could be more ueotul that way. 

I aid that I still thouaht that wa8 absolutely out of tho questi oo>i , 
that Britain 

aooess t o t he 

must oontrol t he narrows on 

ports . (1 should have asked 

both sides and have 

him how a portion of 

a oountry at war undeolar ea i t self and becomes neutral .wti• .. t 

whether t his oan be done without the consent of the enemy ) He aske1 

me ~ whether if Ulster Joined the South i n neu~rality 
comb ined 

t he Un i ted States could not guarentee th..,-,,_ neu t r ality, I told '\ 

him that the Seor e t ary of State's reply to hi s i nqui r y aa to the 

possibility of guarenteeing Eire' s n~11::;'° would in my opinioo 
namely 

be the answer to a new i nquiryAthat it was i mpos sible , I told hi 
as if I were an IriebJnan 

him t hat in my thinki ng about the ai tuation,._I a l 1·1ays h&.d to oome 

back to t he proposition that if England wen t down Ireland would 

of a oertainety be oooupied aer 

the Atlantio, He sai d yea rs ago 

c i tadel guardi ng her 

' Irel a nds neutr ality 

and oontrollinJ 

shoul d have 

been guaranteed for that very reason • 11hen President Vlilson was 

talki r.g about t he Freedom of the Seae
1
Ireland shoul d have bean 

" the Switzerland of the proposition • I said look at Switzerland .. 
now. 

He said of course ~ if Alllerioa came i n it would alter owfoi tuat101 

over ni ght but as it i e I can ' t throw i n wi th .Ii ti tain now. We ha 'l'e 
' 

no arms . I cant ask ~t•k unarmed mei,to f ao-.e an enemy in coats of 

mail even if I were sure t ile people would f ollow me • I ::iaid per-
now 

haps if you ,. ould tl:!row in11England would share her arme wi th you, 

Why doe en' t she do i t now ? he a sked • \'/hen the C.ermans l and he 

went on they are goi ng to announce t hemselves as liberators and 

call on us to hel p them 1ree Ulster. " I coul dn't say that 1 did 
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not think th i s was net so . Insteud I sai d I think you are doing 

everythi ng t hat oan be done at present • I haven' t me t a singl e 

person of any sohool of politoal opinion who does not applaud you 

and ' ay that you are ihe onl y mun tor this terrible Job . Of courfl! 

I do not know i t offio i al l y and I never mention 1t to uny one but 

I know you have compel ete understanding wi th Britai n about 

sendi ng po1 .. ertul nssi stanoe the moment you a re attacked and 1 hat 

more can you do 
1. 

at the mooent . £hey ouF}lt to let us huve anti-

tank guns for one thing he sai d . " few tanks if landed '11oklow Wll/ 

XICJxt<t or on the .'est oould roam about Irel and =olested 1:xcept 

by l and mines and i t would only be e. chance t hat we could mine 

the right roads I oe.i d En~lnnd must shortl y be putting u strong 

mot o1·i zed force i nto Ul st er with tanks encll8h to cope wi th any

thi ng but a maJcr expeditionary force . He thought that wae likely. 

I then neked hi m if he had reoeived the message that cwne to me 

from Undej,eoretary \'/ell es yesterday and ~oh I had t rasmi\. ted 
~'"-~ I' 

a b@Q OAeP"3?11'911 at onoe to the ~ermanent Seo»etary tor :::Xternal 

Affiaire. He said no and seemed very relieved a nd pl eased when 

I to l d hi m t hat he would get in part at 1011.st what he had asked 

tor1thanke to your intervention , I am writing Sumner t hat a nythirg 

that we oan do Jus t now to put him under obligations t o us will 

help very muoh when thi s Ul ster situati on comes to a head as it i e 

very likely to do s oon • If be balks at a reasonabl e aompromise 

which w· 11 eave Olstet' s f aae we'll have to tell him that Ameri cm 

publio opinion wi,!l not stand tor i t, t he.t the left wing I . R • .A 
4 ttdr""' whiab;;ueed to" put Amerioan politonl P'?'!&..88ure on , 1n hi s behalf 

i e now denounci ng him as having sold out to iritain and bei4es that 1 

is di scredited wi th ue1as alli ed with bxx tlaz i Fifth Columnists 1 
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that while we have t wenty millios n Catholics we hav e for t y million 

str aight tW'.ldamentali st~ Methodi sts and 0 apt1sts who are well orgoo -

ized politcal l y and who a r e inclined to sympathize with Ulster 

if coerced , especi a lly JCJOCXXll:X now1when American sympathy i s turn

ing i n f avor of England. I am worki ng 071 t he draft of a memoran

dum on t hi s line whi ch i f the emer gency arose I could pass on 
a 

to him in the form of ( f r iendly suggestion of what mi ght be t he 

American reaction. His mind iclorks i n queer ways but I like him 

the mo r e I see him and we a r e ge t t i ng used to eaoh other, \'/hen I 

left him t oday/ I t old mim he must get some diversion, somet hing 

to take his mi nd off this problem. I asked hi m i f he had anyone to 
,, ., 

r ead to him. " I ' m all r ight , he sai d , " my work i s a divers ion. 

Retold me one other thing. He said Dublin had no defens e but could 

not be procl a imed an open to~n becau se the government offi ces could 

not well be moved nor t he ba rracks whi ch are all a roW'.ld i t . He 

thi nks E.ngl and i s due for a tremendous a i r at tack not by nundr eda 

of pl anes but by t housands. tie is pr obabl y right , I told him 
~ a...~ " of the" f armer who ,.when asked what he thought of t hings sai d ,, 

I'd like to see England NEARLY bate. " Hel aughed and said , t hat' s 

it . NEARLY, But that has never been my idea . As soon as I~s confi

dent t ha t they wer e going to~J et us alone I have wanted a very 
' strong England, 

bri ght 
I t is ,(.ight here this ·:;eek till nearly eleven • 'I/hen I take l ate 

J.I... ~ 
wal kea around the lit de pa rk and look over into the sunken" di t ch 

out i sde I s ee thi ngs which a re not fo r your ear s au.d which cause 
i;.....) ,._.. (/'.M . 

me to slink i nt o the bushes to hi:de my blushe~ • Nature seems to 

be much the same here as elsewhere. 
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Yesterday which was Sunday J une 23 I put in a day wi th Father 

Browne . He ca.me t o l unch, then we pl ayed gol f a.nd cwne ba ck f or 
~ supper. He i s the close fri end of Sean T. o•J(elly , brother of 

Industry 1nd 
!.!rs , McEntee whose husband is Secretary of A Commerce aitxt1tlrw-..: • 

He i s pretty well in the know and gave me the low down on the 

cabinet s i t ua t ion. I asked him if he didn ' t th ink a gesture of 
-

fri endliness and help from the North was the mos t i mportant th i ng 

a t pre s ent to hold the south i n line wi th the bad French news. 

He said yes, Uaffy te lephonel me ijust as I was about to telephone 

him. He s topped in on his way down town. I told him ten c111ys had 

pass ed since I had writ t en 

two l a te 
1 

but had anything 

Abercorn and that it might now be 
..-;~ 

been done up there , r1fe t hereupon .. 
took me i nto his confidence and told me things that I had better 

no t put down on pa per but which you could probably get from 

Lothi an if you asked for them. Genera lly the i dea was that they 

had been working hard on DeVa l er a ou t had not yet ~ot hi m to 

recede from his position of n~utrality; zxtml~zk:imz~X'&xsxat:tx 

r.tg:lltxzklli:z that t hey were afraid tha t if Ulster made ges tures now 

it would be l ooked upon a s <' palpable t r ap to ge t them i nto the 

war here . Tha t of course is all so but undercover stuff gets no 

where in bucking up the mora le i n the South. I finally made th i s 

suggestion. Le t some one i mpor t ant in Ul ster say, " we respect your 

neutrality, We hope you can stay out of i t but i f you are invaded 

~{~jfx~ inspi te of our pol i tical differences we are all lrtshmen 

and we will ba ck you up t o t he l ast man and l ast gun. " Let them 

see how that goes • \'/hat Maffy i s chiefly con~erned about i s the 

possibil i ty 
.,, 

of intensified Submarie war making the need of a .. 
prote cted port essential in Southern I reland, I warned him again 
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11ga1nst forcible action on the soors of i ts si'feot upon nmsrioa~ 
opinion and the opportunity 1t would g1 ve enemies of ~itain to 
s core . He naked me i f I oould think of eome way ? approaching this . 
Thus f ar I can't , I wi sh I had your head for thtae thi ngs , 
J.!aude has t he 1'uno1o and his secretor y to lunch Loday 1wiLh 

....., I Beatrice Granard
1Lady Powerscow t, the Fra nk 1!cDsrmots ·~ Grandarde 

brother and sister . I wish you were here • 
rhie i s . ueaday .. :orning June 25 and t he pouoh i s to be olos1Jd 

shortly • ·:1e are expec t in(! any out . ard bound mal l may be the last 
for an indefinite period . To me it seems possible that the maJor 
~e X'Dlan landing might be made here 

1 
though the diffioul ty of ~ 

petrol supplies would be a s erious one . The wnole of Ireland uses 
Jus t about t he st• ok used by t he London Bue Comp&.ny , 
I enclose a postal item which you may not have. 
\'Is h • d s upper la.s t ni ght • i th a doctor Collis interested in •PJat 
Dublin slum cl earance and housi ng . There was a charming Jesuit 
pri est as t he other guest . He tol d thi s one : An Englaihman was 
watching the annu· l football game in Ulster between Lin~ield~ 
the Orange institution and ~ The Celti cs the great Catholi c team ~ good plays He appl auded •Tldrxzttw i mpartially • A dour tra.ngeman observed •• him and asked? 

0

Are 'je for Linfield? iio~ said the Englishman. ,.re 
Ye for c\ftics ?

01 

No: I'm Jus t applauding the good plays ." II Then Ye 
must be a bloody Atheist . " 

Love to you all i n which llaude Joins. 

Aff 

f 1.,., ,..; • • ,/.t., /, 
.j.,_ll I • ''* '1 , f I c t• "" • • • -

t, "-"'"If',(,,.,, /t>.!t, 



Dublin, June 14, 1940. 

Dear .t.bercorn: 

It is impossible to obey your injunction not 

to thank you tor ycur hospitality and lt la 

e91>ooially impossible not to thank you tor the 

largo measurs ot contidenoe you hava accorded me • 

.la I told you, ey poai tion has been t hat ot 

e:rplorina t1rst bend t he ettltude ot liorthern 

Ireland toward Partl t1on and 11.7 warrant tor 1 t 

baa been the substantial interest or my Government 

in aome tinal settlement or wha t ls called the 

Irish (luestion. Beyond thia and without 1nstruo

t1ona trom my Government my personal concern over 

the situation bas l ed me to attempt to conve7 to you 

and Lord Craigavon tlT 1mpreaaion or tho unquestionable 

good taitb or the Covonutent or Blre in preparlna to 

c:oet t he present a:nergenoy. I t is or course obvious 

to you as to me that without the closest military 

ooopera tion and without mutua l truet end good will 

tho defense or this I sland would be impossible. 

~y personal habit or belief end hope are in 

cooperation e..,ry1'bere. I abould like to see tha 

whole 

His Crace 
The Duke ot Abercorn , 

Governor ot Northern Ireland , 
Government House . 

Hillsborough, Northern Iralend. 
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whole thirty-ho counties ot Irelan4 united by t'ree 

choice, I should like to aoo thta united Ireland 

boun4 by tree choice to Croat Britain. I sboul4 like 

to see the tllO Ialenda in the same way united with 

the British Commonwealth of Notions , and I should 

like to seo all the DIE:ocraoies ot' the ~estern 

Hemisphere partners in this sat1e enterprise. I am 

a unionist on a large scale because I see no other 

way in whtoh chriat tan democra tic c1v1lizatton ""'Y 

hope to aurvtve , 

On t hh t'ourteenth day ot' June the st tuatton ta 

already crtuoal it' not despera te. As I see it there 

are t wo poaatbtlittea: one that Britain rtgbta on 

alone ; the other that Britain and a remnant ot !"ranee 

t'tght on with the assistance ot' tbe United States. I t 

the Onite4 States should intervene an4 tbe outcome be 

tbo defea t of Cermany I think it a t'atr as9Ulllpt 1on 

that the Uni ted States would bope tor a permanent 

solution ot the Iriab ~uestton •h!cb apparently is 

some solution ot' Partition . I t the United States 

does not tntervane it llOuld ot' courae have no say 

in tbe matter . In the case that Britain ttshta on alone, 

more than ovor the need tor military coopera tion and 

unite4 action eeema to me to be icperattve . You of 

course personally will understand that the dit-

tt oulties ot tbe Covel'n:!lent ot' Eire increase With 

each succeoaive dtaaate r to tbe allied arms . There 

ere evidenoea tbe t the Nationolists on your side of 

the border are resenttul or the Covermaent•a 

attitude 



at ti tuda hara and wt ll exert increasing pruaure on 

it. 

Ciddle or the road opi nion al'lfilya drift• toward 

the victor ond rears to back a loolng horse . I f this 

oituation be allowed to drift, even for another week , 

ln my opinion i t will very likely be t oo late to do 

anything. In l!ll" opinion , unleaa at the least so.,. 

i llllllediate end striking geature is made by Lord 

Cra igavon in the direc•i on ot Ceocraph1cel Unity tor 

the purpose ot Island detense the consequences will 

be greve . I believe his appreheDsion ot suoh a step 

ae i nvolving him in the politioa l surrender ot his 

position to be Juatitied , but I tear the choi ce that 

contronta him ia between that end a break down ot 

Irish defense with the oonsequenoe ot opening Sritain 

to attack fr OQ t he r ear , Which i:Ught well prove tat&l. . 

For ai ve me ror writi ng so f rankly, but I em very 

apprehenalve . i very day , e • ery bour counts. You 

mus t weld t hia Island opinion into a mind devoted to 

r epelling the i nvedar or go down. 

God grant that wisdom and mutual to r bearo.nce 

will prevail. 

Fei thtully yours, 



Dear David : 

I have r ead wlth gre: t interest your personal and 
conf identlal l etter or Hay 31 reger ding the si t uation 
in I reland and givi ng your est imate of possible future 
developments t here. 

\ihen you suggested in your lett er t hat if I "could 
11i t on a message 1 t would be a gree> t help" I wonder if 
you did not have in mind something along t he l i nes of 
my subseauent soeech a t Ch!lrlottesvi l l e , Vi r ginia , on 
June 10 . · 

I well real i ze that owi ng to lack of facilities 
you have had t o work under great handicaps in the embarka
tion of our peoole f rom Ireland and I am grateful to you 
for an efficient Job under diffi cul t c i rcumstances . As 
regards t he rares char ged for the oasssge there is no 
truth to t he s t a tement auoted in your letter t ha t t hey 
wer e f ixed by t he State Department . The rates were 
established by the Steameh1o Comoany and while they may 
seem extremely high ln comoarison w.l. t '1 peacetime fares 
it has t o be r emembered that t he ship which was sent over 
carried nei t her passengers nor ca r go on i t s outward 
voyage and no cargo on t he return tri p . There were also 
certain ext1•aor dinary expenses in the form of increased 
i nsur ance, ext ra wages for the crew, e tc . I am gl ad t ha t 
we have been able to get these 9eople home under any 
c i rcumstanc es . 

I unders t and tha t the St ate Department has been 
very favorably impressed by t he manner i n which you 
have been keeping them informed on a l l developments in 
Ireland. 

Very sincerely your s , 
, 

,, ..e. -~ ~ ii:::t::. 
<'If 

L uf) 
'- I 

" 'I t.~-;k 
The Honorable 10 ~ 1,+ David Gr ay,-< , ff~ 

American Minister, 
Dublin . 

-, 
(, (,II #I/fl 

/ 

,,. 
/ 
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Hy dear Mr . President: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

June 19,1040. 

\'Ii th reference to your memorandum of June 12, 

1940 transmi tt1ng a letter from l~r . David Gray, 

American Ninieter to Ireland , I transoit herewith 

the dr af t of a letter which you may >lish to send 

to Mr . Gray in r eply. J.lr . Gray's l etter to you 

ia returned herewith. 

Faithfull y yours , 

Enclosures : 
1 . From Mr . Gr ay 

da t ed May 31 , 1940 . 
2 . Draft of repl y . 

The Presi dent, 

The W-ni te House . 



, 

June 19 ,1940 . 

K7 dear Kr , Preaiden•1 

With reterenoe to 7our 11emorandua ot .June 12, 

1940 trana11J.tUng a letter tro• Hr. DaTid Gra7, 

Aner1onn Kiniater t o Ireland, I transmit herewith 

t he dratt of a letter vhioh you aa1 wieh t o send 

to Mr, Gr e7 in repl7, Ur, Gray'• l etter to you 

1• returned herewith. 

ll'aJ. •hfllll7 7oure, 

Enoloaureal 
l , From Kr . Gra7 

datad Kay 31, 1940. 
2 . Dratt ot repl7, 

The Preai dent, 

The lfh1•• Rouae. 

CORDELL HULL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

MEllOJUllDUJ.! FOR 

THE SECRETARY 0, STATE J 2-D 

FOR PREPARATIO?I or JW>LT 

FOR I.rt SI GNATURE. 

1.D.Jf . 

y,,..1:1Pr ..,ro11 "Dl'vic~ , 'l . c: . ,.., •tor• Di'hl.1n, 
T!"'A] rna, t;/'Jl/t.O to ·~ 1'.. • f'n• ' • ,, re 
!) rOpef'r. tofl.!"' • 



Drpnrl 111rnt or 8tnte 

Eu 

l;etter drafll'd 
6/1 4/40 

The President • 

... . ---· ... 



l\y dear Bose 

U. 3. Legatiou Dublin 

?'ay 31 1940 . 

Things are gettinP pretty touah . I huve put most ~ 
Q>., 

ot the latest phase of things i n t wo dispatches~to the Jecretary. 

The import ant thing hol'.ever or which I dare not write except most 11~ 

confidentially is the poasibility or e•1onte shaping eo that the 

Dritieh hove to ocoupy ~erehaven t o combat the submarine menace when 

it t~rt~ Ul) again. ~fter the Roosevelt comes i n tomorrow,, and the 

asoumpt.ior. i:: ~ i that I have rece ived instructions from th~ 

::eoret ary of state 1 am going t o eek to be informed 1·1het the J rieh 
... 

Government will do i n thf.' event 1tha t due to submar-\.,e 1.arf ar e 

' ~ 
~rit4oan i e obiged to cancel ~rieh ellotmets of coal gr e in,i>etrol 

£ ' 

and other staples which have been 

.1hat n the event of an appeal to 

very gen~rously ...,,._ 
the ,. good faith 

made thus tar • 

in givi ng up t hepor t s two years ago 1and 

shown by the uritieh 
" in the event 'r 

their underetllllding the.~~ 

danger, aseist anoe would be rendered • blt1 ~11hn~ bo d:e • I wish you 

would let this be working in your mind , If you could hit on a me ssage 

it would be a great help. It the •rteh Amerioan Church in America 
Iteland to a 

could send some meeeage that appea e it woul d be a .-e 

gr eat help . I have been talki ng very intimately with Jamee Dil lon 1 

Cosgrave' s lieutenant who is on the new tlat ional Couno 11 of Safety . 

He ie tor throwing i n with Britain at once ae the leaser or two danger~ , 
Re believt s Ir e land wil l become the battle t i:eld if t he Irish c-.. 

cannot keep the ~e1mane f rom making a l anding , I don' t t hink t hey oan 

s t op them ,unless they irit ~ nd merely a strategic divereion with a 

small column. The situation needs dr um beating and s slotan . Perhaps 

DeValera will hit on it • It is not i mposs i bl e that if he holds back 

The 0 ppoe tt1on will carry hia r epr eeentutivee on the Council wi th 
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them and will ta.Jee over tor the du.rat i on of hostilities ea they did 

in the Black and Tan times and later in the civil war . lie lacks 

the quick decia iona tor emergency. 

Later . I have Just had a talk with Jam a Dillon who came here tor ,, 
tea . He t ells me 1n oon!idenoe that yesterday qe w1thejd hi e proposal ' 

<... ct---~ t .... < c,.._,~ ' t- .....=-..-< ~ 
for immediate arrangements witbBritain_Q'earing that it would shock 
the Government r epresent atives thoush end6reed by hie own two 

aasociatea ,but demanded and got an int er view wi th the premi er and 

read him the whol e proposition . To hie ~urpr1ae L'1' . DeVal er a 

said he agreed with it i!L_t~ but fear d that it would be a mistake 
to publish it as a polioy at the moment . The J"riah people were not pre
pared for it • Pr essed by Dillon as to 11he:l7her staff talks with England 
had been held he said no fhat if i t got out the f eople would not 
stand tor it . He told me the same thing ten days ago ) but he added 
to Dillon very secretly that if an invasion started thert was an 

underst andin0 with Drit ain for immediat e aid . ~o t here you are . 

I oan tell no one this but you • 

1/e lunched with the ~ermane last Tuesday . They o oms to us this 
coming Tuesday , Hempel and hie wife are qui te ni oe people but he 

hee a bastard of a seoretary L!aude 1 ~ d Jing grand. I don't Jcnow 

when I shall get another mail for you. lie have had no pouch for 

over three weeks , Thie embarkation on the Roosevelt ha s been a bun-

gle for which I must take my share of blame. t:othins toreaeen1 no 

staff work on the part of the steamship company and 11e with no power . 

llext time I am go i ng to get it sll worked out befors hand to the last 

detail . One thing I am no t r t sponsible t or and about which l have 

repeatedly warned the ~partment and tha t 1e ths repercuusions that 

will come f rom charging tht same pric e for cote 111 the hold a a for 
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,,I" cots i n the living rooms . The United Presa r PpI"' oentat!VP lr. 
I ocdon t ells me that the Company 's agent there have been telling 
compl a ininz pHeeeng~rs thet the f aree 1ere eetabliahed by the 
State uepartment end that they can do nothing about them. I have 
protest ed to the company vety violently over thP inJustioe of 
charging the oame price t or two s tandards of accomodation but ~ot 
no sat ief action . They will got some adv(ras advert iai ns . I am in 
sisting on a personal check by our consuls of the Capt ains r eport 
on life aavill8 appartua . •.le are working in conJunction with the 
I rish Government's survey officer , I shall r efuse t o allow tbe i s sue 
of the emergency certificat e u .leas there i e full equipm nt 
of l ife r aft s and life preservers t o au lement t he deficiency i n life 
boat capac ity • I don ' t want t o ge t oauaht on that s core i f there 
should be an acc i dent . 

Our love to El eanor and all the tamily • .L\y best t o l.Uoey . 

Aif ~-
If we are cauaht i n a war we have plenty of Irish Jameson but no 
soap . 

!>ont ever let them uee the port or Gal way again uhile Cobb is 
available • The congesti on there is very bed 1due to the fact that 
t he t enders can onl y get over t he bar ax one trip every t welve 
boure , It m~ be n ear er America but the time loet in embarkat ion 
wi ll make up for tbat and t he discomfort of the paeseXl8ere ie 

muoh greeter owi ng to the lack of fao i lit i ee. Tbe steamship people 
i ht tb I d nuit e properly) insist on people upendi ng one or two n p 8 erecan ~ 

in order to get t he baggage exami ned properly end the paper work done . 



·-- Friday June ~a . 1940 

Denr Boss : 

Yesterdftl was Quite a day . 3ir John Uaffy a rrived oarly 

on hie way to hi e offioe Md finally said he had been author i i:ed 

by1hi s government to take me i nto his oonfi denoe and tel l ms that 

n proposal for a oompl ets endi ng of partiti on had been made to 

the Jrieh Government i n 1' return for the endi ng of neutrality • He 

sai d that i t had been 00•11:1unicated to Joe and that Joe htid passed 

i t on to you • H e was hopi ng that I oould see my way clear to 

see beV..i.ar a who was supposed to be disousei ng t he mat ter i n 

full cabinet I told him t hat I would have to wai t for i nstruct- .. 
ionll f rom you or th e Department bu t that I would ask for instruotll lr M, 

• I therefore s ent a telegram secre t and confidenti al sayi ng in 
•• 

effeot I have been pr ivately i nformed of a situat ion oil which I 

beli eve you have been i nfoil!led by London . Shall I inquire attitlude 

of:frish Government! 1 elieve i t advisable t o make i nquiry before 

" ll ecision i s t aketl • Then I cal l ed Joe and a sked hi m i f he ha.cl. 

t r ansmi tted a ·ertain proposal yesterday to you. ~e sai d he had 

and sucgested that I do nothi ng till I heard f r om you. 

txtl•i1Xtxnz:~zrn18xt:tzlhu tlo answer has thus far come ( 1 2 . 30) p .m 

Friday. 
I told Maf fy that I thouabt i t a mi stake to go at i t in this way 

that i n m: opi nion there should have been gestur es prel imina ry 

of good wi ll f r om Ul s ter and a preparat i on in the press of s ome 

sort of emergency program which • ould gs~ the South oommittsd 
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ot 
and then l ead to t he inevitable proautionA£etti n£ r eady together 

whe ther i t vi ol ated neutrality or not • The movef the ~itish html. 

taken i n promis i ng a complete and i mmedi a te endi ng of par t ition. 
{~) 

I arn afra id now will look like a trap . " month 880 the Opposition ,. 

told me such a move woul d have been Jumped at by Jlle Valera but 
~~ i t ~ae not then ooneidered,("And ye t i t i s a wonderful thi ng tor 

t• i s government it they had the gu"T5 to accept it and I believe 
< v. ith the right kind o! l eadr ehi p I.hey oould put H over . They ... 

naturally !eel very t i mid t he se days and wi shfully t hink t hat 

by Jte1> no t plumpi ng with Englu.nd they ar e goi ng to make their 

lo t easi er i n the event cf a eerman crushi ng vic t ory , I enclos e 
that 

a memorandum whioh works out the a rgument "keeps running i n my heat 

and whioh a good many o! the mo r e i ntelligent lri ehmen assent to, 

Cranard oame to lunch and wae very chatty . de had Just come 

back f r om a few days i n England • • e a gr eed wi th me I.hat his blX 

kind over here ere dumbells and we r e onl y get t i ng what wasd!&e C.......:, ~ 
them. 

Atjthree o ' olock I had another lunch w1 th t he l'apal r:uncio to mee""t 

the Cardinal Prima te LCRory. £here wae also the Ita lian Uini s t er 

!,er a rdis, Sean T. O' ~elly and t he Nuncio's secre t ary Monsigniore S~, 
I got along tine ·~1 th the " ardinal who i s a spry l it tle man, We 

agreed that f rieh ','lhiskey was the noblest work ot 1nan and t he 

a very deeireabl e gi ft o~ Cod . There ~as an awful lot to eat 

whi ch after my number 11lunch l couldn ' t c ope wi th 1 eo I had 

8.11 my time !or drinking wi th the e ardinal Primat e • Herardi s who 

eat oppoeitte me began expl a ining in hi s a l mos t incompr ehensibl e lJ 

but f l uen t r renoh what t he Medi terrc.nean sys tem required and how 

the Bxii t i ah never would understand it • • hen I turned to t he ..;a rd-
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inal again a:D with my stock openi ng ," We need a little more 

Christi anity; don ' t yo-i thi nJc so?" and then i f that i s so and 

you belie~e i n concili at i on why ar e harpi ng on t he wrongSof part

i t ion ?{°I n his addr ess at ~eynouth the day before
1
he had go t loose 

.:> 
on t hat line % had Lo be soft pedalled by t he Go vernment .) The 

" an 
banquet became more and more like~Oppenheim stage di plomati c 

I 

function with llerardis hol di ng hi s hand befor e his face (ao I coul d ~ 
) 

telling Sean1r. O' kelly t hat he mustN~t be hear, r stage whispers 

beguiled by the ~ritish 
~ 

and Sean T. unde1 s t andi ng very littl e of i""i 

I" " '" " but sayi ng oui , oui at interval s and looking s oure r and sourer . 

And the dear ol d Nunci o at t he head of t he t able like an old 

' bi rd wi th a parrots eye smiling begnignl y and missi ng no t hi ng. Alo!i> 

aoout s i x the primat e was r eady to l eave and I took hi m down 
I 1' 

t ol'ln to hi s hotel • I n t he oar I sai d
1 

You feel partition to be 

t he great crime against Irel and. What 13SZJJ:lllldsazU.attx price ,. 
should Eire pay to end 

/l 

1'' 
i t if they had~ a chance . " No pri ce at all / . " 

he shot back. I t is oui·s by right . What are you going t o do with 

'" " ei ght hundred thousand bl ack protestants. I sai d (if you try to c oerce 
" " 11 ,, 

t hem. I don' t know 1he sai d . Don't you thi nk tha t' s got t o be thouHi"/ 
1~ ,, ,, ,, 

out. I sai d. I wasn ' t Joki ng .11 went on , about what you sai d y es ter-

day a t ~eynouth, 1 don ' t know any of the de t ai l s but i t i s clear~ 

t hat North and South a r e tryi ng t o reach an unders t andi ng and eve~' 

'I 
body that sti r s up f eeling i s goi ng t o make it harder . He agreed t 

t hat if t hat were s o the l ess said the better. He promised to come 

to l unch w1 th us the next t ime he c ame down t o Dublin. I~" Cy!.< ~£.1.4. 
Fr iday 

1 
L!affy showed me the dr a ft of the ori gina l proposi t ion 

made by -"alcolm McDonal d f or the Cabinet t o 

teed t he whole works look etook and ba r rel, 

iaued: i atsc aw 1. , 1 

~eVe.lera . It guaren-
• e(A 
proving f or the 

" 



4 , 

immediate setti ng up of a commi s sion to draft a new a ll lreland 

Constitution but i nsisti ng on a decl ar ation of War by Eire, DeValer o.. 

count ered wi th hie favorite proposa l t hat Ulster eit euil:d should 

wi thdr aw f rom t he war and become neutral
1
though how thi s could be 

dol)e he di d not say • Chamberlin who i a direc t i ng the negot i ation 

for the Cabine t came back , waivi ng the war decl ar at ion and propos-

i ng that Eire go~ ahead and arm~ with ~ri tish arms whi ch a s a 

matter of f ac t t hey are al ready doing) 1invite Engli sh tr:oops to 

come in and put txn~z'ilie por t s a t the di sposal of the allies . 

}Je fur t h er~ guarenteed the consent of t he llorth to Jnion 1 thoui>h this 

morni ng &zxiga>:»:x ( Sunday June 30 ) the papers carry a proposal 

made yest er day by Cr a i ga von i n which he says he will never oonseitT 

to political union though willing to combine for military ends , 

He doesn't realize what the0 are i ntendi ng behind hi s back1yet 

my own hunch i s tha t i f DeValer a pushes t hem too har d 1Churohill 

will say to hel l wi th you • That was why I f el t it might be a 

good t ning t o let DeVal er a know you knew of t he offer at onoe~ 

However 1 the more I thi nk of it the more I thi nk 1t i s bet ter 

to wait a bit J8nd not give t he i mpres si on t hat we hel pi ng ~ri to.in t;:. 
get t hem i nto a t r ap • r hey have got to see and feel for them

s elves that nothi ng i s going to save them if ilritai n goes down, 

A'.cEntee ( I ndust r y Bnd bD:r Commerce ) mude a speech to t ha t effect 

last night but he i s no t taken i nto the conf erence . DeVal er a hlid 

with hi m _\iken and Leme.ss only • Lemass i s r eput ed to be clever 

but i n debt to boolonaker s wi th the possi bility of scanda l breaking 

on him( whi ch I don ' t think Dev. knows) ;_1ken 
1
as I wrote you has 

~ 

been suspect as a Fifth Columnist but on the best au thority I 

can ge t thi s i s un true . But I wr ote you l ast week that F ' tl 
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8.11 important priest t hat I know 
1 

ahar aaterized him as a " dud" *l'l'WJI 

Ap par entl y the pr emi er never let them t a l k in meet i ng, Onee or 

twiee l.emass began to show i nterest and was hushed , llefore th i s 

i·eaches you ( It will go by t he 1Vashi ngton ~bout July 7) the 

situation ma y have orystalized. Of course i f Eire i s attoked be

fo r e the negotiat i on i s broken off De Valera will take t he ~ri ti sh 

of fer i f i t i s still open
1
a s pr obably i t will be . I f they should 

~ 

crush ~ritain wi t hout a t taeki ng Eire he will look on i f he can, 

You cannot bl ame hi m f or thinking that he will fare ba t t er if 

he doesn ' t dip in. In all this it mus t a l ways be remember ed that 

while t he Government wants ~ritain to win t here ar e enough people 

wll0xl1J1CYaz•ellll whose hatred of ~ritain bas been kept a l i ve by t he 

present regime for poll t eal advant age to rnake i t d i fficult for 

the Government to t hrow in with a' ri ta in 
~ 

before bei ng a ttacked by 

'-ermany. Of c ourse theG"' e rm ans must have made the Government .. 
. I 

promi s es but what they are I bavell'fit been ab l e yet to find out . If 

I ever find out i t will be by not aski ng questions, 

The news of 'YilkH' a nomi nation was a great surpr i s e to us • If 

fo r eign policy can be barred I should th i nk he would be very 

vulnerable as a candidate. The his tory of t he Commonwealth and Sou 

thern s et - up even though Wilkie was no t t hen a ssociated with i t 1 is 

pretty bad and puts him on the defensive f rom the s tart , Looki n, a1f 

i t from here I don' t see how you can help from running but lfe 

hate to have you s tand this grief fo r another f our years 

Yesterday
1 

the l i tt l e brown bro t her popped up with %Jl hon. r equeitt 
I• 

to call on Hon Excellency • I t proved to be Hon. Setsuya Beppu, 

consul of J apan, Liverpool " acGording to calling card, He i s 

movi ng over her e and eGho i nquires why Eire at this t ime, 
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I told him how ha ppy I had been i n his beal1t 11t u.l coun t ry in 1902 

and again i n 1927. I aeked him it he were i nteres t ed i n r elie ion 

whi oh i s I find a good eubJect 1and we discussed Shinto and then 

Buehido • I told him I ho.d made a epeeoh at a dinner of t he <lurvard 

Club in r okio i n 1902 and ha-'. said that I couldn ' t understand 

w~ Japan wanted to adopt western i ndustria liem when they had 

a oiv111zation which provi ded what we were hoping to attai n toJ 

through socia lism , no one rioh no one poor , tine manners 

and general happiness . I sa i d Daron l>aneko presided but no ope 
I .,..., t--c- J 

made any colament on my ora tion . He then said Daron~A6.neko was sti l< 
/4c.-(' 

alive aged 87 1and made a speech at J.ir , Beppu ' sA wedding. The subJ«*C..C-

" ~ 
was a vi s i t to Sagamore Hill and seeing Aunt Edith knitting 

and surrounded by the children. He admired i t . It v.as his i dei. ot 
i.:r ~e~ first cup of _, 

womanhood , woman in the home . ..,..-uoc tored hi s_(tea wi th sugar 
.... the second cup 

and lemon and then found i t wa s pret t y good China t ea and to 011: ~% 

s t r a i ght t he way I do, We'll keep an eye on Hon, Beppu • There used 

t o be an Engl i s hman who aoted as Japanes e consular agent here 

but I t hink they have never had an~ J upanese r epre aentc tion • I don'"t

t hink t her e i s any business her e with Japan, 

Early l as t week Er sk.ino Chi l dere ( Jr) t he youngest member ot tm 

Dail and a member ot Fi anna Fail came t o see me to discuss l r ish

}lmer ioan tradr • I told him t hat I had al r eady urged on MOEntee the 

~ velopment ot exports ot ground peat ( t he ~ermans used to have 

the market) and hand made t weeds and the popula rization ot lrish 

Whisky in u. S.A. a l so t he luxury market tor fri sh bacon. I said 

t here was a lot ot talk about a ll these thi ngs but they woro never 

pushed . He s aid unfortunately that wae so , t hat he couldn ' t ge t 

~ishi1WI exporters to oombine and spend money in exporting and I 
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marketi ng i n U. S. He was very d ieoouraged about lrieh eoonomi os , 

s aid ~ the new industries were not euoceedi ng wi~h a tew 
•I 

exoeptione .lksaid(and this was eignitioant ~ lrieh wealth i e indioa!IJ.i) 
~<~l 

in the aattle oeneus. lt haenot changed but a tew percent s i noe 

1913. This means t he national inoome has no t materi ally oho.nged, 

Y' t s ino e his party went i n t l.e national debt has b eon r aised from 

30 , 000 , 000 pounds to 70 . 000 ,000 , and the national budget f rom 
.J 

about tenty to over thirty , his works out per oapi to. tor fede ral. 

" ~2. 1•7-o ~ ~J >.tJ..'9'1 
debt ae opposed to looal debt of about beA Aella~ l•ss tgr -, ' 

I ra 1 aal • The ~weep -·1••C1!1:7Slrwxkw•-gio~ with the inoome trom 

Engl i sh securi ties plus pensions and remittances ot American 

and Brit ish ori gin oompeneated tor the adverse trad:e bo.lanoe 

but now the sweep inoome ie out . ne thought they ought to make an 

.\merioan loan for purchase in Amerio a ot essential oommodities . 

I t old hi m that •1.ae fine and that no doubt the FirSi tla t ional 
of 1101 York 

arrange it but if they made 1t now the pound would go down 

and they would have a bad time repayi ng a dollar loan.. ~nd they 

probo.bly would no t be able to 
i:(lL, ~ 

m~kc H as slt>ut got in Lo war they oould make no loan a~ all unless 
Lt..$. .. " 

there was new legi s lat ion. nith all you have on you this prattle mMi 

" muet seem childish but you've asked for it • Later .-- 3ean T. o 

Kelley and hi :; wife oame to lunoh without a party and it was very 

Jolly. She i s a ohemist and has a governmen" Job, dooe the water 

analysi ng • l!aude asked her t:tzllll•z:x.lmlix " Will you analyse my 

water?" meaning the .l.egation well in oas.:::e the city v.ater supply 

was stopped. Then Sean T. i'ol d th i s one : d. Dublin white womM 

produced a black baby. "nell , " ehe says to ytier husband" rh i e is 

what oomes ot you drinlc:i•c all t hat dirty bl aok Guineas stout . " 

• 
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vou o JI ' t. re .li :e hat help ,.. .. ude 18 1r t.•t tint; ihe oonfi denoe ~ 

these covernment. ·vi ves mo et of whom have a oer tai n sooii.l infe r

iority oompl ext and i t i s hopeless to expeot to be trusted if 

the women are doubtful of you . .. r ter lunch I had u pt'i vate talk 

with O'Kell y and he tol d me what t he !lritieh pt'<>poeale 11ere subs~.. 
\ 

t i nJ. l y as I had read them in Chamber l t.an' s memoruJldum. '"" fel t 
t hat t he uri t iah Government without meani ng to deoei ve would 

find that t hey oo~ld not i mplement their promises Just i.s i n 
1 14 and agai n i n l6 . the 'l1:- i eh Government must reJoot t he proposal.3 

and acoept only an acoompl iehed faot of union before abandoning 

neutr ality. Cr ai gavon in t h11,.morn i ng paper i s quoted as sayi ng that 
'h" ,;.: ... I 

while he will a ooept i sland unity f or the duration of the .,ar will ,, 
not be a party to any infr ingement of t he oonetit~t ion , o •Kelly 

believed ChMtberla i n could not gei hi m coer oed, I eaid 1 what i f 

we are i nvad ed?" We ' l~fight , he sai d and get English hel p . '' And thai 

I sai d " and get parti tion ended if you can?" yes
1
he sai d • 

This morning Jul y 2 James Dillon d~puty l eader of the Opposi t i on 

came to see me • He and Cosgr ave had been informed of the s ituatill h 

so I could ta l k with hi m , Ho baoks Uevalera ' s position , says thd; 

if DeVal er a tri ed to car ry the country for ws:x abandoning neutr a l

ity on tho strength of the present ilri t i sh pr omi eee he v. oul d be 
· ~ 

bea t en • If the thing were aooomplished and DeValera of fered t o ,, 
fight tor abandonment of :pJdl neutrality i n the union parliament 

carry 
wi th the support of the Cosgrave party they would ~Z)' the 

country 85 t o 15 per oent Btrr DeValera at presen t will not even 

promis e to advooate the abandonment of neutrality in an aooompli • ,'2) 

Union pa r liament but he will aooept ~ritieh ar ms and figh t i f 

i nvadedr i nvi t i ng iri t i sh help immedi ately • O' Aelly told me what I 

had surmi s ed but had been unable io oonfir m ; 
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' namely t hat the~erman Mi ni s te r had made definite pledges to Eire tha t 

she would no~ be mol es t ed, if she r emained neutr al . They don 't believe 

him bu t t hey would like to D'1lon says t he feeling i s growing t ha t 

1tw h•x Engl and i s beaten unles s we s noul d come in and they don 't 

believe we ohall. I wired a sking i nstructions t o i nquire attitude of 

Irish governmen t f our days ago , but e,ot no answer and bel i eve now 

I was wrong • I t hi nk i t better t o wait as l have sai d , ,,m off to call 

on t he Nuncio and see what I oan piok up. He ' ll give me mor e whisky 

and I 'll be dopey a ll t he r est of the afternoon. 

Later, He d i d give me more whi skey
1
but he a l so gave me some 

i nt e r est i ng documents : A memorandtllll pr epar ed f or him by t he Catholic 
// 

Bi shop of Dromore on t he Grievances a nd Di sabilities of Catholic s in 

the Six Counties " It appear s to be made of of f acts and figure s and 

ep ecific quotations f rom of ficia l u t teranoee of Ul ster minis t e r s . 

2. A l etter f r om t1ar y MacSwi ney ( The .c'rofessi onal I. R. A. lady) 

to t he frish ~ed Croes 3. a letter f rom L-ary i.:aoSwiney to the world 

at l a r ge 1apparently on 

extremely vehement and 

Bot h thes e l a t t el' i t ems are 

showi ng t he extreme I. H . .11.. view-

point . If I oan ge t permi ssion t o copy them I ' l l send them over "-S 

eichibits . 

'.'lednesday , July 3. Las t night we dined with t he f amous Dublin blind 

Doct or Moorehead and another pr ominent surgeon at the Kildare St . 

Club . Mr s . Moorehead i s a daughter of St ephen Gwinne, the ;rish 

his tor i an . l!oorehead I befo r e he l ost his eyes had worked wi th t he 

~"ayos and Crile. On t he way in we :·ere stopped by a pr ocession. 

There was a van guurd of s everal hundr ed Dublin slum children, 

barelegged, d irty, tragic but no t under nourr ished apparen t ly. Then 

t he band and then s even hundred of t he old r.R.A. ( Like our legion l 
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posts) marohi ng to the barraoks to enlist as emergenoy volunteers, 

We enquir ed of a bystander: " Its the old I . Ii . A. 0oinc; to tight for 

De Valera ' . I spent al l day to day ,,orking on a l1 ttle speeoh to br oad

oast on the Fourth. I took i t up to Joe \'/al she (External Affairs ) 

and he passed i t
1

so the Depar tment won ' t have to worry. He told me 

they were cutting the cabl es wh!oh land here and splioing~ritish 

land ends . They think there will be le s . liklihood of their bei~ 
tomorrow, 

cut by the 1 erm<1ns . They ar e goi ng to bane. 1lacCurtain .. the I.R. A. • 

who kil l ed a polioeman. Great pressure was brought to bear to rw1rtx 
I commute hi e s ent enoe but they have stood firm . ~ts neoeasary to 

,, " 
hold the police loyal.We dined l ast night wi th Dinty !Joore, the U. P. 

correspondent here • He bad t he ~allihers among others . Galliher is tl:B 

Government Information Bureau head and close to DeValera. He was 

with him i n America . He ' s very amusing and mi ght be helpful to ue, 

We ' ll have him and his wi fe to dinuer eoon, Later we went to the 

Gaiet y and eaw Charli e ' s Aunt. i.S I see i t every ten or f ift een 

years and i t gets better all the time. 

Thursday July 4. lle•.e of 

fleet oame this morni ng • 

the British action regarding the French 
"..; Joe has been very kind and ~lpful and 
~ 

I a ppreciate i t . He has done this of oourse on your aocount. 

The Washi ngton is due t oday. I ' ll probably see David Hruoe and hear 

what news he ho.a to bring us • Thie may be our last r eli able mail, 

I see an item in the State ~epartment's Press Conferenoe to t he • 
effect that I am rumored to be ei tt i ns i n wi th :eValera and Crai gavon. 

Of course t here i s no basi s for i t . Appa rently the personal bread and 

butter l etter I wrote the Duke of aberoorn preoipated l otion in DowniQ3 

street but that is all . I have written you ever y detail , I am going 
urge 

to :un l.!affv again today to kee.P on warni ng hie goverrunent !IOT to . . 
take any aot1cn here t ill invited. 



f , 

/ 
I ~ oan't be worth t he 

th i ng they onn spare 

11.~~ 
diffioul t i ee Jot will oauae . By Po.rking every'\ 

i n Ulster t hey oan reach any part of I rel and 
with l orri es i n a day • By the t i ee th i s gets to you you will have 
had some toucht deoioiono to make . Bl eee You. 

Aft ~t • --One of the enoloeuree i s a remarkable letter from an airman which 
I think El eanor woul d like to see . It may already have £ot to you 
ae i t i e being printed by the London Times. 



The T1..:.ea or 1~ne 1S40. 

T; u J'IG! T UTIJ . VIL 

"J.N' ~A.HTH.LY litl..f .... I C!. 13 ruu1u. D" 

i..mong t he po r aonel beloog1nc• ot a young R • .l. 1!' pUot in a Bo111ber 

w~uo4ron who wa1 recently reported wlrtiesing , believed killed,• ••• a 

lotter to hi• mot her - to be aent to her 1r he wore killed. 

"This letter wee perhapo t ho moa t a.me.zing one I have over reed; 

e1mple and di rect i n i ta word1np but aplen41d and uplifting i n ita 

outlook , ~ s oya t he young orr1cer 11 1totion oo~nder . •It ••• 1ne Yi t

able t hat I ohould read it - i n fact he must ha• o 1ntonded th1o, tor 

it we o lett open i n or der t hat I aigh t be certain t hot no prohibited 

intormstlon waa d1soloaed. 

"l oont the lottor to tho berenTe4 mother , and ae~od her •hotbor 

l c i £bt publ1ob it anonJ>IC)usl y, eel reel 1ta oontonta may bring oomtort 

to other z o thor• , and tb4t e Tory one i n our country say teol proud to 

read or the 1ent1aent1 which ouppor t 'an overAge airno.n' in the execu

tton or hie preaont arduous 4ut1ea . I haYe rece1 Ye4 the mother 'a per

miaa1on , and l hope t his lotter moy be read by t he gr eate•t poaeible 

nwsber ot 011r countrymen at home ond. abroad• . 

or 'l'J llC 

Deare• t -other , - Though 1 feel no premonition at a_ll, ovont s ure moT1ng 

rapidly, ond 1 have i na tructed t hat t bi• lottor be forwarded to you 

abould I tail to ret urn trOlll one or tbo raid• wbicb wo ohall ouortly 

be oallod upon to undor~ake . You lllUat hoye on t or a month , but at 

t he end ot thot time you must accept the tact that I he •o bonded QT 

teak o• or to the extra:::el7 capable b4nds of iu,y camradoa of tho Hoyol 

!1r Porco, ea ao DllDY splendid tellowa ba• e already done . 

1irat , it •111 oomtort you to know tb4t mJ role 1n t bia wer !Mia 

been of the groo test lmportLlnoo . Our potrola rar ou t ovor the Uorth 

.... ea haYe helped to keep t ho trade routes clear t or our convoya and 

1upply • h lps , IUld on one oocao1on our infoJ'lllllt1on was 11.otnmentel in 

aaving t ho 11••• or the men in o ori pplod 11ght bouae ahip . Though it 

will bo di fficult tor you , you will d1aappoln t me it you do not at 

l oaat try to eooopt t he t acta di apoooionatoly, tor I ahol l ha• • done 

my dut y to the utaos\ o·r ay ability . h O u.n can do core , and no one 

oolllng h l moelt o v.an could do loaa . 

I ha•• olweye adllJ.rod your 8'1az1ng courage in the taco ot continual 

1etbaoka; ln the way you hnvo {)1 von mo au eood on oduco tion and back

ground aa an7ono i n the oountr7; and alweya kept up appearance• Without 

e•er loe ing toith in the future. ~y death woul d not mean t hat 7our 

etrucsle baa been in .,.in . Var tr°" it. lt mean a tbot your anoritico 

1a u e;roa t ea m1no. Tbooe who aorve angland =•t eXJ>oct not bing from 

her; we debase ouraolvoa it wo rogo.rd our aoun t ry Ga morely a place in 

wh1ob to ea t an d aloep. 

Riet or y resounds with 1llu1tr1oua nai.ea who huvo glvon ell , yet 

t heir oucritloo hes roaultod i n tho Br1 tieh ...i.p1re , Where t here ia • 

aeoeur• of )'MOe , Justice, u.nd troedom r or o.ll, and wl,aer e • highor 

utandard of ciTill&etion bo• ••ol•ed, and la ot1ll ••olving, t han 

onyehero Ilea. Uut \h18 1• not only oon .. rn1ng our own land. Today 

we are raced wi t h the greatest organized challengo to Ohr1otion1ty 

a nd o1vilizst1on that t bo world bee •••r aeen, lilld I count myeal! 

lucky and honoured to bo t he r ight age and fully tra1nad t o t hrow my 

full 1.oigbt i nto t he eaale. f or all t bi • I hue t o t banlc JOU . Yot 

t bero is aoro work tor you to do. The home tront will etill ha• • to 



s tand united rox re ro a1't r the nr i• ~or. . For all th•t can be 

aoid af(einst it , I at1ll "141nte1n that ti.10 ~nr i• a vory sood thing; 

e ver/ lndlv1duul ia hoY1n tbe chance to i:;ivo and dare all tor his 

r r incl.•le 11;.e t~o .... rtyr• Of Old. • OHY&r 10~15 the ti.me .;,ay be , 

one th: na can r.over be dtored • I shall l.ovo lived and d ied e.n 

l:n6].1ah:i..o.n . ~.othin.; e lac;i: .i.;attero ono ~ot nor co.n any-thln e ver c hange 

1 t . 

You 01ust not grieve tor -• , tor tr yo~ really believe in rel e;ion 

and ell that it entoils that would be bypoorl1y. I have no rear or 

dee t h; only a ~~ear elation •..•• I •ould have 1 t no otl.er way . 

Tbe uni verse 1e so vaat 4.ild vt,..&leaa t hat t?'.e lite or one .. an ca;.. only 

be Just1t1ed by the 11ee•u~ or hie ••orifice. Tie are sent to thia 

•orld to acquire a personal! ty end o obnacter to t alce wHb us t hat 

can ne•er be taken tree. ue . ~'hoae who Just eat and al eef , prosfer 

and procreate, are no better etan e.nicale it all their lives t hey 

are at peuoe . 

I tln::J.y and abaolutoly boll ve th t evil t h1n.,;e a r e aent Into 

tl:e world t o t r y u•; t hey ere aer.t deliberately by our Cre tory to 

toot our metal becauoo He knows what ia good tor us . The Bible le 

t ull ot oosea wlere t 10 eaay 1118..Y out h41 been discarded tor t'llOral 

principles. 

I oount myoelt fortunate In that I hevo aeon tho whole country 

and la.ow men or ever, calling. But •i th t!,e rtnol test of war I 

oona1der my character f ully develorod. Thu• a t o.:r eerly a ;e ~ 

earthl y missi on i a fulfi lled and I "" prepared to die with Just one 

regret , and only one - t hat I could not dovoto myeelr to l!l<l~lng 

your deolinin, 1eara t:Or .a.~y by bei•c ~ltb you; but you will 

l i ve in peece and rreodo- end ! shall tave dlrectl 1 coctr lbuted t o 

t hat , so hero o ·oln tty 11 re will not have been In vain . 

Your loviJo.; .Jen , 



I 
,, 't-11 1'/ • 

To t ·• lri 1h ,poo. ll 'lO h Y • lvon oo nuch. t.o the J.l4K1nt ot the 

~ worlottn •1Ht1on o.nd to my to.1.lo• .r 01·1oonu r(to1denc: in Ireland 

I brlnt1 the •rnetln r a or th~ l nl to4 .. t• ha or or th .nnriou on thie 

July <ltb, U40 , 

tne hundred and elxt1-rour yeara a .o today , re,r· aont"t1vea or 

thlrtoen oolon1ee e•tebl1ehed on tho orth .. un.erloftn oontinen~ IWOO 

a proole.mnt.. J.or1 wbloh baa noi ~ofnt "'11 t.1101 ~ t nflue.noo u~on mon and 

ev nte . ·""h• • • ••noo ot tt:ls ironowio~.iont •as t:iat t.1< rt ·ht to 

lire, lib rty and t e .. urault or napplneaa 1• Cod l•on , and 

i nalteneblo , thnt, oe tn the •1 ·ht or the i..roator , no ta•n enJoya 

apecill l privele•"" , so in tlut oyo or tho Le• ull mon ohould atttnd 

a s e q,ua l a • Thia doewoent known an t ~• ~eol&ret1on or lndosendenoa 

• •• de atlned to boco20 8 r.e:iorttble llnk ln that aerl~• or ohllrtora 

Of ~Ulaftn libPrt1 Wh loh ba•e 

t o clvl ll~a\lon . 

"" 11r.-od \he pro reaa ot man troa bnrbl sa 
~ 

Thoro were doub tlaaa thoao e.mon,• \ ho notable tion who 11111104 

t hl a deoleretion ond le1d tho round••1on ror a new nation who 

belle•o4 tllilt bJ their act thoy ••r• eatabl1ah1np llbert1 en4 equality 

tor a l l tlme , \ha\ they •or• ..-·ruduc l n • a troaauro •bl oil 'Choy atrh t 

bequeath to t he ir doocondonte , n tr•~•uru •hlob woul d M&Ke \hooo 

daacendentl Hfe In t hU n .. freo4o:o In "ll perpat uH7 , ~or 1t 1a 

\ " nature 
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t ho nnturo o' ua oll to put our trust 1n tho concrete thlnR rothor 

t hnn 1n t ho un1vorael oplrlt which hoa oonooivod o.nd oreBt ed i t . 

•'ho fnllooy Of t ble t heory Of life WQU uoon ftl<)'080d , for ~oraly hod 

t bo no~ nnt lon elllb&rKod upon 1to oonquoat or t he oont1nonta l wildorneoa 

than 1t was r eali zed th"t hevtnr. declared men rroo and equal did 

not make them so. The 1nst1tutlon of i~r1C·tn al evory whi ob i n l ??G 

wa o ao uni mportant l n tho tblrteen oolontes os to be negl1gable, ln 

t ho next t1tty yenro bai;an to potson t ho Ute or the nat ion . It 

beall.f.o c lear that tho l i berty bequeathed b;< the rethors noodod not 

only to be redoclored but to bo 11on n ·aln by t he socr1!1oo o!' t ho 

l1veo or :r.en who bol i oved it wero better l.o dlo thon n ot to bo rr ee . 

Thet r edocl ore t i on "us • r1 tten in blood , i n our wot- be t we en tho 

~tat.ca . I mysolr had k1ns•on on bot h 01008 , and l know t bft t it la 

not true thnt oll t ha t • ere on one o1do were wrcnR ond ell on the 

o t hor aide wora r 1f0 bt . l know t hqt on both s ide• t here were SoOd 

men a s ~ell hS bra ve ~en bu t 1 also kno~ th t t oday , ortor ac •ont y-

ti vn yoa1•s of , oo ce there i s no .mor1 can , vh tovor h1a doeoent "ho 

ta not glad that t he Union ot tho J t&tes was main t alned and that 

t hooo who hod boen sleve• bod been • ado f ree. 

llut in t h11 ac'fenty- rive yo&ra , oluce t he MlJ" between tho .,,,ta te.i 

41equ1ottnc e vt denoe hee bo~n t o uoowaul a to aa lt boson t o nocic.,ul$te 

in 
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in t he ol.nll11r period rollo•in t hu •nr or J nder-and••noo , th i t liberty 

•lll not endure tr It be net oonttouall1 ran•-•d and re1;~ ted . l t• 

rloe l a etornal vl •lluno , It oall!lot be 1torod ln atron· boxee or 

~r" ped eoroly I n ohurtere ond conotHuttuna . J t M U Ht bo ohoria ti od 

•• a l1v1n rlltllle ln tbe 1uu1~ or th oltl~ena o r ~ oount ry , nor con 

t hey delogn to t o hired "' r~ I""• t he recdln,. or that rlA.: e, t or tha t 

on Which H l1vos la the 1, lrit or t he in< lvldUel oat~en. bue l n 

""'ar lo• '"' uro bo lMlnr t o undorstond t h4t lib• r t y 11 not 111erely o 

prh ulega t o bo enJoyad bu t n ree onelblll t;o to be rulrlllod . · hllt 

le known In t he \'ntted ~t ua ,.. t he •• !Joel 11 t ho 1 rrort or 

Mle r l cu .. 1b"rale to koe11 tbu lo.rip ot rroodom bur11log , to ro1tote tho 

ree~ona1b1l1t1 es wh loh the llbortto• "l"•r~ntead by tho J!lar1oon 

i t 11 the error t to 

t r ee our chill zatton rro t ho bon a ·e .... lob an 1n,.ertect .10clu l and 

econ04..1o sy111t l ::c.,i.0100 on C.ho undn r ~ riv• le. od nnd C..lO:JO lo:ao tl ttud 

t o cope 11th l lro. u t 1 t i..111 nc.t .Juooood un as:s 1 t lm",r• oos on 

t 'le under ,rl'fOlerd a3 "ell au on t lle .. or e rort .na t o atratu or 

eoclety t he u.ndoretandln or ... 1r- 011olp.lno. ho rloo ot l 1bcrty 

le not ~nlf uternal vlr.111onoo ' ut unr o .. ttt1n ,. oalt- d l 1ol ;>l1ne . ir 

tho In~ ! v1 dunl rofueu to dlocl plln• hl"laolr t hen the oral c· r de r 

l.: • OIU8 
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lmpoaeo tho di oo1pl1n,, or othoro . ho 'reo:onn claohuos the strenuouo 

lifo or duty nnd 8 rvtco. o thn \ rot'usoe to t"ollow tb1B 1iu th 

oo .. do11no h l is• lt to 001:1& f<>r • or oortdom. Jt la ono or tho othor . 

• horo 1• no thi rd courao . 

J. t <r0v 1rnnoot by 001.Goi. t. or thu D'OVornoe ts to onduro . wo 1n 

•.morloo oro bei;,Lnn1n& to poroelv o t hot libert y uot bu rognrdod a s 

t ho r o»e rd or oont1nuouo otru•~·lo . ~o tho llai::e , 1n tho rt old , 1n 

t ho factory oelt-d1oc11.l1n must re looe eolf 1naul11enco . 1t the 

voluntoor ay1r1t rails then we ~uot, by tl\o cbo1co or freu "1on, 

i :rapooo u11oa ouruolvos OO .JJJUlsory uorvtoo. lt lo not enuui-;b tu um 

wl th ontorlol omo• .. ent, v:e nu st am spiritually. 1. 0 umat gain 

1nap1ret1on frOl!I tho r•en oi' l??G ond trow t ho rnon or l OGl n ho dilld 

tor liborty . 

.• brohllr.t Li ncoln in codlcntln • t ho bottlotiold of Cottyoburg to 

t ho nenory or U.ooe 11hc. died upon 1 t suid , •aut , in o largor sen so 

wo cannot dotlioeto - we o611not. oonsaoreto - "e oeunot ballo" th1e 

ground . Tho bravo mon , l1v1n6 nnd dood , who s t ru,l!led bore hove 

oonoeor"t"d 11. tor obov.:J our poor poT.or to odd or detraot. Th~ 

world will 11 ttlo note nor lon~ re:neubor 11bvt 11e soy hore , but 1 t 

00.ll 



- ti -

011n novu1· rorr:ot •bat tho1 414 horo . It 1• ror ua , the l 1v1118 , 

rothor , to bo de4 1cate4 horo tu tllo un1'1n1oho4 11ork "h1oh thoy who 

tou bl hoi·a hovo thus tor oo nobly oGvonoed . .t ia ra: or ror ue 

t o b<J here da41catod to tho r.roat toak ro...a1n1nr boturo ~a - that 

rron t hoH honored doad 1.0 i.1.a 11.oroaaoc: ~ovot1 n t u i.iu.t ouuoe 

tor wb1oh t hoy &nve thu laat rull neoouro or dovot1on; thnt wo 

bore b1gbly rooolve tbut tt.eJo noad ot11ll not l\evo 41•4 to vn1n; 

t ha t t~1• ·•t1~n. u:ndor ~od, •hull lwve 0 ne• • trtb or rre~do~; 

end ti.a t t l.o vovorn::ont or t l10 i-•o. lo , by tho ,,.,o, lo , ror t ho 

)J eopla aboll not por1oh rrou u.o oortb" . 

AJ.Jd thut , my rollow ·••01·101110 ond , y lr1uh tr1ondo , 10 tho 

aplrtt 111 wlllob tt.e poo, lo or tl.o n1te4 ... totoo o 1ould oelobrato 

t h 1o l dopondenoo ~•'· 



.. 

llo . LO . . ublin, Jul7 4 , 194'.I. 

eaor1U111Wa un the lrl•h lDtltl'ollU Onal 
~1 Wa tton. 

111• Honorable 

l"htJ .Jearetary or ... tute . 

••hingion. 

l Ila•• the honor io r•'>Ort that • t1Dll tlle 

roUo•i n& •1•• • •• io the oa1 U on o r • i re ln the 

pre .. nt or1•1• held bf IJl• aore i ntelligent lrlablleo 

witb ""°"" I talk wbe11 41aouaalllti I.be mat ter obJeo t1••17: 

l . lrel&11d b:f r onon or Ha i;uograpblo&l 

poaltl on an4 por•1 oontrolo the we tor and 

a lr route• to lior"1 ..acloa o•er the llortb 

.ulanUo. 

2. IrelAAd 1r held alll1 prrleoDed b7 a nro"4 

hoatll• ;.ower woulcl be a 01br&ltar 0011tro• l1G& 

Br l \ala . 

~ . Thi• be1nc IO 11 there •117 reaaon t o bellove 

Oat ln Ula oaoe or the uner de t eat or Br1 talo 
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I.he T1Uorioua •OHr llUlllcl r en•a1n troa 

00011011n.. and t o.· Uttia. tlw ho l a ot lrel&ncl 

1n H• own 10krHt , r9F4la•• ot 1r• '• 
Dl'tit\ r&.11 t.1' The OU•• or enaark , ·o""'7, 

ollao.1 an4 ;>e.lp-.... ., • i n 11<>l a t . 

' · lt th• whole ot l1•allllld •• e Ul"-8 ooount e4 

1o t here 11117 ra. uon IO boll ova tha t tbe •n• '-1 would 

11oc la ori a akilled tar...ina po..,ulation to • 1>plY 

ooaUnantal MUIOO• ot 1n\ena1n 1>ul\1Tat1011 tO 

\be taTon4 and • .,... ..... , a ;r1oultural17 ~ .. .io •4 

Wrraln ot l .re! 

II. le there aD)' realMln t c baUova Uiat 1D th o .. e 

of auob ooou oauon I.ha i;oott1on or the Ca thol1o 

riol 11100 waulcl bo more raV11rod t ban 1t 1• 1n 

:ia ..... ny or th• t t h• r11>M to t 11&1n lrlal< 70u th 111 

t he hrhHan rel1..,ton would b• TO•Obaa1'a4 "> 

1r.lan4 •h• h 1" denle4 tO e n.any, H J>Hially 

1D •1•• ot u.e r 1M 1n1•'8r ' • conc1 ...... u on ot Ul a 

1n ... a1 oD ol CIU·htillD t ath 110 ~•l.,lw? 

G. Unlua th.,.e quuUona ooo be anenrod wl\b 

r .aaonabl • •••urnnoa in tba a1't1r~&t1To the Oov• rn

• nt ot 1r • haa tbAI oholoe be. tween aubellU n .. 

WM!ar a _....,, prrlaon ar 1D aHoo l a U o n aa a t 

ore eani 111 th 1'l'1 \ala a ocl 1 \a o..-onwaUll ot a Uoea . 

7. U b .. U.. ob.oioa ba\ waan .. u .,. Oera8n oeOllpa U oo 

aora 41ttloult aod l••• probabl e by J o1n1 ag wl\b 

Drl\u11 u4 Ubtar 1 or i.. • • dtrr 1oul t and .ore 

probable bt reu i ntng oeut r al or Jolntq wt tit OanieJI)'. 

ba tltar 
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be\ber l re dlaollrdl her 11A1u\r1ll\y or 

aain\ aJ.ne 1\ , l t eh• le ln•a4e4 , ber \erraln 1• 

bound \ o be• ba\Ua rtel4 , tor It tbe Gertu11• pc 

a t oo cbolo hero I.be ""1l•b au• \ aHeao c w 4rl •• 

U.ea ouc . H would \berorore ••• Ula \ t.lle Ma \ 

ob&noe o r aia.J.alaina the bor1or1 1nol d111tal co l>•lng 

& tield or beUle WOll l cl be W M oure , l\'O R IC "11 

11or1 r l oe or ..-tril l Cy, auob 1 ld on land on "11 eea 

ll4d. in ilia olr •• • i ll ..nJca Cb@ l 1land o• a whole 

11 r1u.1bl1. 

nJ,1 no/or 800 
D<l/-•Ja 
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L:y dear Bos e 

>'le are get ting along here verj ,ileuewi tly. If you 

have time and are i nterested you mif)lt c,l anoe at the c1emo1•undU111 of 

a talk I had yesterday with Joe 11alshe , .rerr:anent under ~eoretary for 

:.::Xt ernal a ffa i rs . I t nink i t expr esses the Governm...L t vi eW}>oi nt I' -, ... I 
Joe very much but '1e• hae !\er~" Paii on 

of be i ng a sus picion monser and io s ome exten lit(l...t.;QVtl.\~.~ker,,.s he 

ae of th i s da te . I like 

get a eY.oi ted • I i'e l t it was a c•ood i dea to ge t on a sound ba••s wi th hill 

so we coul d talk turkey to one another . I think they ali all b~c;111ning 
to believe that l'. e only v.ani to he helptul 11n Lh lonf' view o!' th i ngs , 

tha 'Ne are noYI -oro-!ritieh . ... because ,. e f ea1• the r eul ts of u 

-German vie tory, that we believe a German vie tor y would be ae bud for 
~ 

I.hem as for us and that appeals to ant i-~ritieh feeling discredit 

them 1"i th us and are a t ... pi d because they do no good o.nd onl y mu.ke 

the aettl> ement of partition more difficult • ;.hey know we want to help 

end parti t ion if i t should be humwily possible. ,/alshe admitted t o 

me that my eues s about the Government construi nc the ~ri ti sh ?firoposuls 
for ending par t i tion us a t r ap to be followed by stronb a1·m stuff 

'-~~~- " was substantially c o1·reo t . .. hat .1us what ma.de me uneusA ythi ot; is 

all honey pie for the moment. I wired John Cud!ioy< whe~ I heurd he 1:us 
t ~ # • 

i n London to ooce over ru1d visit u~ but have had no reply. Your gues s 

ae to 7;hat is going to happen i n regard to the i nvasion of t:nt..l nd 



r. 
te •• c.ood us linybody •a here und probably btt.1.0r no .. ou h~v• r!OJ't 

4•ta. I ~hln~ your po..!._ltlc~ etr toiy Ju l no II no plue w lch 
muet 411 ;uiet. you ror I nm l .aya ,.rong abou-. euoh th111st1 . 

Yo• an4 

;ou oan't hold thom "11 In lino you ' J.fprobablJ bo bbl o to ~••P ~ 

worki ne m..1.Jority anii ./OU didn't get this done one a1nutt too eoon. 
• h tVO fort,1V8:l ...-ude for puahillt,. me d0"-11 the 1oe pit . 

-
:.·nny • h nJc:o for • our bi1· ~hd.~y :.elee,rfJ!a w1~1oh o .me t.hle .ornint,.. 



Dublin , M•aust 6 , lHO. 

Ho. '°• 
ilubJoot: Ir1ab ¥1tuaUon oa of August 

e, iv, o, 

.>TRICTLY 'td~& IB•R'i"-. 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

'!'be Secretary or ~~ate , 

\.oash1 ngton. 

l havo tha honor to r epor t t hat l have had a 

long and f r ank t a lk today w1 tb 11.t' . J oseph P . \1o l sbe , 

tbe Permanent ~ocretary ot ... 'x:ternal .u!fairs , W_ho 

lunched •1th oe , ~• t ar ae I • a a able I d1r eoted 

t ho oonTeraation t -o the end of diacoYering how rer 

Ur . .. alabe woe pro-German and bow rar pro- Br1 t 1eh. 

Ile 



/ 
/ 

lie eo1d that looking at t ho situation objooUvely ho 
d1d not eee ho• H •a• po;e1blo ror en::aa7 to be 

bea ten b7 .Jtsland end t ha t ooneequent11 Ireland had 
to onv1eoce the poea1b111t1o• or a cerman victor y. on 
tho othor hond , he thoU?)lt it poH1ble tha t ,ngland 

IOJ.ellt creat e a etal.,...to w1th t he aid or the ~om1n1one 
and the United ~tot•• · 

I n the event or a Oo1'114D T1otor7 , he did not 
anticipate venoan oooupat1on , aa be believed it would 
be to the odvontoge or Oen.oany to build up a et rong 
Ireland ..i.1oh au tout1oall7 oould ee1et Er1 Ueh ag

~reoa1on . I aaked h1Jo i r be d1d not thilllc 1t .. re 
wishful thi nki ng to auppoue that once the 1ri Uah Fl ee t 
waa captured or destroyed that uen:an7 would toreco the 
benevolent and protoot1vo oooupet1on or Ireland in order 
to control ~ngland , onaure tbe 1ntene1ve oult1vo t1on or 
Irelan4 tor the benot1t or vett.any, and to dnelop tha 
"orto ct ,ueenotown (Cobb) , n.ro Uavon, and Calway, not 
to speak or con t rollins tho .oatern torm1nua or the 

tren•- ••tlanUo air routoo . ne allld ho d1d not tbllllc 1t 

wa s w11llru1 t hinking. 

I aaked Ilia what ho thoufj)\t waa r oi nc to happen to 
, o~y , DIDllll'k , belg1u:o , nd llolland , not t o epeal: ot 
• rnnoe . Ile sai d ho thought thay wou l d all bo r e etored i n 
oa:no aanner ,an4 that Cel'llUUly 11<>ul d talc• troia ranee onlJ 
iln oe-Lorra1ne an4 per hape a 11\tla pen or the Channel 

Coast . hat Italy woul4 toke he di d not ouggeet. 

I ea1 d I had heard rraa an autbori tat1To aouroo 
that ver:MlnJ had prol>iaed t be I . N. Ao tbe wbolo t h1r t J• tYO 

oounth• 



ooun t1e a end two oount1oe or d t ai n. • 1111 t theH 

eount 1oe •• • •T 1nro.n:ient d1d not ltnow, • •said, •I 

don 't tt 1nk I belle•o that , • •but • , he added le~lng , 

• on t he bsale or lrleh ..,JO•ity .. oueJ!t t o ha•• 

Liverpool. " 

I •a i d t hat wba t caueod a oer t a1n 8110unt or ant1 -

Ir1"u oommont 1n 1.mni oo wo a the roellns tha t 1t was 

really t rue t hat I r eland would •• l o••• t l c)lt Britain •• 

Cermany and tho.t en ..ngllah i nTa aion woo ae 11.UOh to bo 

teared u • Oeraa.n one. I eaid that .&erioan sontlaent 

waa pre-ominently anti -0..?'Jl1811 as we tecu- tho oonaequenoe1 

ot a • 81"1\811 •iotory, and t hi e atti tude on t he pert ot bi re 

wna oo~atruod ae a •tab 10 the baok t or r1ta1n. I said, 

"your Oo vornaent apooJcers dai l y speak or t he 1mm1nenoe 

ot 1n\'ll1lon troe either ot the boll 1-erent1 , a lthough 

t hey only hne llermany in a lnd. ..hen they only boll eve 

thlt ,ol"1181ly threetone why do t hey co on imputing the 

1ntontion to 1nTade to llrHain. " Ro eaid , " thoro •u a 

very real dan&er or Dri ta1n inT8di141 ua Ju1t recently. • 

I aaid , • you mean after the propoaal• to end ~artition 

wer e aade and reJeoted." lie sai d• "yea . '' 1 aaid , "I 

think you ar e aistakan on that point. I \hill.It th8' 

bri t nl n hae never had eny 1ntootlon or i nvading thla 

oount ry . " The reporou1aion on ..aerioen opinion • ould be 

moa t unte.vorablo and might ••J'Y 1·euonnbl y be expeote4 

t o t um .nerioan opi nion awey rroa ..ngland ; I ho.d •••l'J' 
r oaaon to bol1ne that t h1 r 1t1sh •. epruen t ot1•• ( ~lr 

l ohn • atty ) wu telli ng *198 t rut h Wh81l be told 11• t hat bl 1 

(,o YOnuoont had not t he elighte1t i ntention or oomtnc 1D 

unUl 



until they were ee.itod , I eei4 tbet ; thoUG)lt t bere 

hud b~en an byetoria beoe4 upon tbo tear cnat tbe 

propOJ8la WOl'O ll trap W1d that WhOn t h8 tl'&p 1'11 8 

a Toi dad tile otroog Bl'll •Ould t o extended. L.e aaid he 

bopod t ha t lrll• the oaeo , bu t wi th e Plll'•On like J.'.r , 

"'hurobill you could not be eure. 

Ho thon t old me t he. t relot1one wore vory heyp:y 

e t present With 'r itGin; thot tho ..rit11h vover nmont 

hod w pproeeed un1'eTOrable ete t .,.enta obout I reland ' • 

neutral1iy and t hat t hey were eupply1ng ~1ro with aub-

1tant1al quantities or arme ond mu.n1 t 1one. l said that 

I ••• glad t o hear thet; that I had received aosuranc11 

troa '<he i;epartaent the.t t he B.rU iah • .abaHador n e oo

operating with t he lrieh ~inietor i n the ettort to 

proc1.1re arme tor ~ire . Ile then so.id that ho had the 

ec11H advice t rOll ...r. Br ennon , wbo reported that tile 

briti ah ,JDboeeadcr n a aoat cooperative and h•l ptul . 

I 1aid that it t ho Iri eh vovernment ocul d onl7 

enlighten tho l r1 oh poopl o ao to t he lllAnDor in wh ioh 

.. ,,.iana woe allowing them larger quotu ot K11 ool1ne, 

cool and other 1nported bood• than were allot ted t o 

their own peopl e , tho reeli RG t oward . r1ta1n WOl.ll d be 

improvod; t hat in Drf peraonol opi ni on t he only 

praat1oal war ot eocuring an end ot l'artl Uon ..-u bf 

enaou.rasin.l good reeling t oaa r 4 ..ngland 1n the ..ou\h, 

U• then ooid tho t he t hou.)lt lt very 1hort- • ight1d ot 

t hoae ~lsterito • loyal to ~ngland not to ••• thot t he 

1ur1at war or k .. pl ng - i r e in tho r romawork or th• 

r itieh Co=onftolth ot t:at10IU waa to Join wUh the 

l'w•n• r - •ix 
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l'~ dear Boss 

1othi ng muoh Lo r eport th i s week . £he overnment 

hae oL over its panic ubout being i nvuo.ed oy the ~ritieh . I huve been 

meetl y ensaged · i th Joe ••a l:ihel r ermanent under i;eoret i...r: fo1 externa l 

af!ai1 e tryi ng to get hi11 s i.rait)l tened out 11oout .nmeriowi uo1·r 411 t'on,.lenm 

and Livt ng hi~ a 11 Ltle etruit)lt tul~ uoout ..merio~n senti ment i..nd 

who.t i s profi tt.ble for the IJ . $ . " • He ht.a becoce "e Y.,1er ' " eyes 

and ie personally a defeatist o the War and not i.. t.Ood inf~uenoe , 

though per eonul l y a very nioe fellow. ';le a r e l unohi nt. 11i th hi m toda 

fie i e tryi ng t o f rame u mi ddle of t hc ·road policy f or whi ch I can ' t 

bl ame him~ut it i s helpful t o l'Oi nt out to hir.1 that the 

I r i sh CovernmenL hr.viol; c ondemned the i nvt.s ion of J:l el ~ ium, hi.vi ug 

Jailed f ermnn agents und .:onfisoat.id their ooney , havi ue Jni led the 

I . R. A. who have 

to be l i c;a1d.,,ted 

r epreeentatives i n ~erlin oun only hope ue i nditidut..13 

i n ~ p.i neleee mtnner oJ the ~~sti...po~ I~ ~. 
!lope al l is 1.ell with you . •.awle sends much love . ~ff 

----
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A>lpSt is. 1940 . 

All th e ...,. ~ tb• r• 1• • l 1a1t t o wha t a rt>e-• ot the !'toe1 ly o.on do 1od 1 • a.At 70V ·~· ~ •ieol l r•YO• ~O .,..._• t o d l Ylde the OMOlo•"" by tlT@ and r ake 1t flOO . 
J Clo l"l.nt nffd "" ~etl ;o• boo. r \lc.b I r.,.lly op r • o1at a l t a rt yet 1 oancot ••• a nv r•11 no., .,,. y ot• a'tt'l\:ld ,,. a l'~ r~J 'to ~.'i own or<ilolrlx1<'JL. b1' a 04"!~r·lout to~ or &IQ' uob ro"nt. :11aretora, <; . l".D. ral·e H tlOO . 
• t t ln.c: C\IC:h or Yl""l r;.: ·•\..Ge •rA I do hope the ankle t J 111 rt ~' •1~1~. ~ha.:~ ~be 

Lord you era no~ tlllf'd to t~~ anclee~ uftlderi\J'C"4! .>UN&•• &lid will be able t.o enteru111 Illa .ic.ecce , tb• C&r.."tNl . 

?boa• de r &a~l• 7c·.J ,.. 1t:l a.uat. - .. 11: e tb<t l o the eod ~t•• - 111 ~ •• e~ tl ala or cu~ bJl~ -- ..,...,11 • • o· c::> ~~•. t!l• J k:lO :.he~ lrl•h 1.r.d~andn.o,.., 1., •ert olo•e :.0 ~h• J.zterlc.tl..!l 
hM~. ne-Ye..~el.o•a , t.:u1J .. o"u .io o:> qt1e C.loc. ._, betuoen l nvaa!o~ i:- lr..U:u! ·- r?'Otf'O' \ on by IDgl&l>ll . 

Bonoroble C<>Yl d Crey , k11l1atar or ~he U!llt ed ~~~tea , Dublin, l1"9l&nd. 

r.:JO 19 u ... e . f:e..,11r:11\ .J. o ... i.ck l n tht> e:ou.:it or 3500 to r . 0.•i d cr~Y · 
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July 2J , 1940, 

l!y Dear Prs.nklin 

:le telt very proud when the uemocratic conv entio~ 

unanimously drafte~ you tor four more yelll"s . In ~he e!rcu.net«noe e 

you cou ld not have dona ttnyth1 rit. but aooept this terribl e r es pons ibtl\.. 

ity as you did . 7/e liked very much your speech of aooeptanoe . du~ we 

both wide r atand what a crucifixion this i • to you . God Bless you and 

~ive you streng th and O"Uidanoe tor the t.hinga that out}lt to be done 

these next few months . 

':i e "ant you to undorate.n4 that no·N you 1;1.re nominated i t l a very 

important t hat you should be el ected lind 1r this l •ga•ion a ppo i ntment 

ia useful to you r::s it prohbly will be , widerat .. nd t ha t my r s i gnat io n 

19 always i n you~.ands to take effect whee a.ad i f you des i re 1 ~ • 

Don 1 t thi nk we Clr e tryi ng to l'un out beoause t.hi s may be a tough spot . 

\.le ar e both Vel"J happy here and interes t ed 8nd t ryi ng to l earn t he Job 

and i f 1 t dceen • t siU t your book to shift ua
1 

would like to et"y on 

b t b t h ' i ht d d hi t I YOll u you may ave a oue ~ g an noa every t na you 1 ve go . 1 'Mt• 

cal l ed u.e baok tomorrow we should always be g rate tul ! or what wo huve im 

l enoloee oopi es of t.wo di s patches which are the mos t 1mpo1•tant. of 

those coi ng to t he -'>epartment . lbe eubst&.noe ot the one on t ho present 

phase of the ·ituat icn i s t hie : The Irish Government t urned down the 

Bri t i sh proposal s tor end i ng par•i t i on "" the ~rice of Eire abandoning 

nsutrali t y ( i t was to be c alled non- bel l i gerency) f irst beoaus• 



2 . 

there wne no absolute _uurentee aa I had gathered from Sir, John ~uf!lf:I . 

It was the Cabi nets promise to us e i ts utmost influenc e to bri ng 

Ulster i nto a oont erenoe to devise u n ew all Ireland conl t i tut ion 

In 1914 and 1916 Gio11la r promieee made i n t..OOd ! 11.ith had not been imple

ment ed • DeVa ler 11. and Cosgrave agree that uni ted. they could not oarry 

the oountry i nto war on such promises. The answer s iven to Dritcin 

l a i d tho retusal on t he grounds of t he poli tical impossibi l i ty of 

nbandoni ng neutrality. I got thi s str a i ght from t he vioe pr emi er the 

other day and cheolced i t wi th the deputy l eader of the Opposit i on ,Dillon 

ltll Few outside of the government Jcnow thi s . rhe negoti ation has never b! 

been publ ioly admitted. Following the re tusa1
1

tni ngs t ook a tunny 

turn whi oh made me anxious t ill I found the reason. It became evident 

thatthe defense measures and propaganda were bei ng pointed against 

f nglnnd rather than "fe1·many. I t seems that the ant~~ritish members of f 

the cabi net who had ~aid. that the proposal s wei·e a t rap, predicted that 

t hei r reJec t i on woul d be f ollowed by a Churchill ooup aga inst t ho port s 

similar i o the destruc t ion of the Fro.ooh warships and everyone got t he \Ii 

wind up. Things ar e quieting do.,.n now. The dangerous Xkt«p ai tua t -

ion that De. V. has got himself into is that i n hi s appeal for nations ~ 

uni ty for nat i onal defense whi oh has r allied mos t of the old I . R. b. he 

hae let it be p~ssed abou t t hat he dreads En~land quite as muoh a e he 

dreads ~e1many. Now if and ~"hen ue\'lna.ny attacke1i t i s no t boi nb to be 

easy to coopera te with ~ritish aeistanoe. He oont.lnuee to deny i n 

publio what he readily admi t s i n pri vate, that t hexs1•·U:•yfreodom of Eire 

depends on the ~ritieh f l eet . 

You may no t Jeno., it bu t in the l as t war the Fooh· ""angi n school had 

Petai n ' s number. l'etai n ordered J.:angin to oc.ll off t he July 18 oftens"" '

unUl i t was olear how Couraud wae goi ng to come out i n stoppi ng t he 

Corman push at Cha l ons . 



~ . 

It had all been pr e ared ue a eeoret attack a tJd -.angin went over hi e 
head to Fooh who ordered it l aunched. I uaked -angin how he estima t ed ,, 

~ 

Peta.in , lie said, he is oJ.l right ,he is workmanlike mai o 11 est un 
J1>1·ked peu froid " , I f ound out that this meant hie head ttitrtr&.xkx"f••Sx 

like oold mol es ses • 

I cel ebrated ~ae tille day, by obeying my wife and explor i ng an 
old underground ioe house i n s ear oh of an a ir raid shelter for the 
legation . 'II al ki ne; a long with an eleo trio torClh I walked rie;hl into 
a pit used f or stor i ng ice in old days and l anded on a ~ile of left 

over found a tion a tone Just fourteen feet below where I s tepped off, 
I thought I was a ll sha ttered into oompund fructions but euoh i s 
t he pr otceot ive power of a bad life there wae nothint broken at all 
nor was my back hUl't nor my head , I think they will t ake out the 
stitches from my left elbo~ t oday so &hat I oan be a two handed drink
er a gai n , I 'll be on cru toh t'll"' for -ano t her fortni~ht but um comi ng __, 
out all right . I wi sh you were lunchi ng here t omorrow . I am having a 
party for the Cardinal Primate wh• i s coming dovm from Armagh for i t , 
Thi a i s •1.hat your s ending ~ yron Taylor to Home has done for us her e , 

DeVal er a, the vioe• premier1Sean £, O'Kelly, ~oEDtee minister of Commer~ 
The Papal ?lunoio , James Ll . Dillon Deputy l oade1• of the Opposition 1 and ex mnet~r of Kings Horse ,,I and Tubby Grana.rd ex-sena~'havc all promis ed to oome. \.e mil)lt 

have some good t alk as the Coverrut1en t f people like D' iion • 
The be s t line wi t h thes e people thus f ar s eems to be to muke them 

under s t and that ,,e extend the good neighbor polioy t o t hem as f ar as is 

pr aoti oabl e , t ha t we feel that the eucoees of ~ituin i n tho pr es ent 
orisis i s t o our advantage and to thei r s , to try to earn u po4ition 

of helpf ulness 1s o t hc.t if you have to ask a favor or to \;arn them 
it wi ll have the b! okground of understandin~ and friendlines s , 

lleet to you al l. ,,ff 

~ 

' 
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Tile ll<laorable 

.Ar: 

The ..eorotery or ~tote , 

ae~ • 

I he•re the honor to report t ho. t whe \ aar be 

oel.led the letea\ pheM ot t he Iriah eUuaUOD 

opened • 1th \he propo..U. •4• 1>1 Dr1 t!Un to \he 

Irhb c.o.,..,,..nt •bou t 1- 2' , 19'0 • 

.ta 1 baT• reparted bT telearaph , the e 11enoe 

ot the•• propoeal• wa the otter on \lie put or t h• 

Br 1\1all GoTe-\ to .,4 l arUUcn 111 retun tar a 
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4aolaratlon ot wor asatnat .:omon:r on the ;pert ot U re. 

The demond ror • deol.aretion or war waa subooquontly 

roduoc4 to a d..,,.nd tor e deol.Orat1on or e non- boll1gorono:r 

1ntorprotod 1n auoh a wny aa to permit the atotua quo 1n 

tJ latar to oonttnua and to aecure the .lr 1eh ports tor t ho 

Dr1 t1eh ?layY t oget her w1 th tac1l1 tioa tor such l<r1 ti ab 

troopa oa mi jS)lt be oooa1dored nooaaaory tor t he dotanso ot 

Jouthern Ireland. Theee prop03ols woro ""1do i n the nalll8 

ot e r itiah Cabinet otti cor ond ~ora prooentod b7 a 

Briti eh J..iniater , who diaouued th• with l{r . de Valera 

o.nd two miabore ot b1a Cabi net , lior , i.-.ae, l:inietor or 

o>Uppllee , and i.r. AiXen , ronaorl;r J.lnhtar or • or ond 

now ll1n1s tar tor the Coordination ot l!ete1U1e , Thau 

oonvor sation• woro eub .. quentl:r rapor tod to tbs tul.l 

Cabinet, to tho -bare or which the text waa ahom. 

Tho Opposi t i on l oadara were not originall:r adTiaad or 

the propoaale , but gai,ned enwgh into~tion to warrant 

the ballet that a Dr1t1ah propoaal waa under d1aouss1on 

an d d-ded to be 1nrormea, ud although not ahom the 

dooum111t were ad•iaod M1batant1all:r , and 1 bol1<JYo , 

aoourote l :r , oa to 1ta oantant a . 

A8 I have informed tbe IJeJHlrtment, i t waa daoided 

t o reJeot t he proposal.a. I reoa1Ted 1ntoJ'118tion t o t bia 

or t oot t rCllll a CabiHt ott1cer on the 2nd or J"ul:r and 

contl.rmed 1t 1Jm:le41ntel:r rroa t he bri\Uh .. pr .. antative. 

Cin tho t deto I aen t the Dep~11t ia:r teleGJ' ... No . 67 • 

J"ul7 2 , eeoret ond oon.t14ont1aJ.. ... stat ed 1n that 

telegram. the undorl.yina roo.aon• tor reJeoU ng the 

propoaala were that the CoT01'11118nt ooul.d not tllUt Ge 

un4ertlllt lllp at -:r llrlU8h gonnmat to .,4 i'aruu on 

lJI r otuna t or abanclo-t at neutre.Ut:r 1n view ot the 

ex1at1ng 
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erieUng int rnal polltloal e1tu 1Uon and the 'baolc

croun4 or •ng..gmonte .. d• in 191' 1Wd 11681» in 1916 

wlli oh could not t.e ~1-nt.C. 1 "'9Une t!M ree

ao tuell.T iYA •• \hat the o'ferw!M1"'ina aaot1-t at 

the oountry wu osatnat oban4on1n3 neutra1i t7, Th• 

roll01l'iilg c1aJ or t he c1aJ aner • one ot the t>ppoai uon 

lea ... r• tnro.-4 •• the t the Oppoei U on upheld the 

C.o'IUrnaent • • poe1t1on en cl that be •• ot tile op1111oo 

that the Clovonuoent and oonettiutional Oppoe1t1on oom

blae« could not i. ... oarr1•4 the prcroa1Uoa n th tbe 

oountJ')'. 1. aont h eer lier "'9tor• \he -h clol>aole lie 

thoU(l)lt th• propoaala would ha.,. been J1.1t1ped ot . 

i•t th• t l..ae 1 11&4 raoe1 ved t h• lapreaaiott troa 

tba Dr1\1ah "opree-iet1 · .. ~t the propoaale .aounted 

$0 • warran•1 without re•ervat1on or qual1 t 1cet1on by 

t:b• llritlell 1<o ... mam11 t hat .a.rt1 Uon wcn.tl d ~ ended, 

c.11 h lclaJ. ~ 19th ot 1uJ.7. tba Hoe l'ruller 

oo.lled 011 - · IUl4 ...,... oth•r 11a t tera 1ntonoe4 .. that 

th• tenu or the propoaala 'nro not an ab•oluto .,.rronty 

or the nature tbat 1 bad .. -.d th• to " but , let!pd 

the ritleb ... ov...,,_t $0 uae 1 t. utaoet etrorte $0 

1n 4uoe Ul1tor to part icipate 111 a oonterenoe t be purpoee 

ot 11hi ob •• t o 4.re• up a ... oona'1 t uuoa ror tb• Whole 

ot l.relan4. TllJ. a -• a Yerf 41tter81lt tb.1.llg, and 1 

belhYe that re , t'nm tbe pol llt ot rtew or lier 01lil 

intor••• in vi e• ot ex1at1nc olrouaatanoea, ooulc! IMave 

4one noillillg el.M t- re.tu.a• the barpill . 111 a loag 

Yi" 1 t 1e better tor ~Irleb rale\iOIUI that \ be 

propoaal• aboul4 baft b- reJ•ote4 • hen that t h•J 

ebuul4 haft be• ao oeptec! ud RrltalJI ba4 rell•4 io 

rcroe lai.r 1n•o a an1'e4 l rai.t. 



i:W110r • ot the•o propotaa raaobod tbo proH, an4 

w!\U e the ouaorahip allo•4 .,, r7 11 ttlo to l\Pp oar , 

thera •• • eoo4 deal ot u.n4ercurrent speaulaUOll u ta 

Wbe\ •• afoot . 1Netl7 att r t he ... J , A..1oll:t;'l'Oll 

M.11&4 OD J1ll7 7 , IUl4 l bad t~ a.:;aill to &he a:f 

attention to the pollt1oal al\uatica , I bepn to MDM 

&.11 at:aoaphere lib.lob l could not eiq>lain and •blah 

oreato4 euop1o10ll ot the ROOd .t'a1 th ot the Ir1eb 

oo.,• rnment i n roghrd to i t• pl&.lla tor proaervlng 1ta 

nautrallt7 u bad be• oont14o4 t o .. b7 the Pr•ler. 

I bed been told tllat \lpcll1 the tlret 1'1ll41ng at c.er:oan 

troop• , or the t'irat teohnioel Yiolaticm ot nwtrall t 7 , 

tllat 1 rit1811 help woul4 Ila.,. bee 1n rtted , Intorat1on 

"'11oh I besiu> to rood.,. led • • to dollbt \bet t b1• •ai l d 

be dono. Tboro were tllrM pOH1b111Ue• •blob preHnted 

t h•aelvea: Jlrat , that 1t the Oen.111 app .. red 1n 

toroo r<tpraaonU ng tbeallelTea u llboretora and oaJ.led 

llPOD th• Coftruae11t ot J:lro to Joi.A t-1n traol.Ag 

11later , the "o.....-nt ot ..:tro aigbt cooperate with 

tbea; Moond , that wi\hout oall1Dg upcm .::h6lieb &14 

the7 IUgbt aUOl:IPt a1Jlglo-llended to cope w1 th the 

i a.,.aion end attar putt1n& up an 1netreot1Y• roalat1111oe 

la7 ._ t hei r anu; and tblro , that t1>&7 aigbt, u 

plAlnned , O&:TT out thei r aoral OGP&- t • 1\h Dri ta1J> 

and •* tor aid at on•• · I t •• not until a ~ ater 

t bat I 41aoo ... rad 'llllat • • th• •i-.varant ca1u1 ot tbe 

••0J'M7 and alootne•• ot U.. c;o.,.~, 111'21at r a at tar 

the dooarat1 on ot \he propoN.la, The taotu •PllMr '° 
be ac:aet htne u tollow: 

'l'llen lied bem llD&n1-a au-•t 1D ilMI Cab1Det 

"'•' 



Ulot the propoa• la oould not be a ooapted o\noo t hey ~•ro 

1Jl t •ot moroly promJ.ooa ot a ltJ.nd •hioh in rooant tllll•• 

hod been br oken , but t hure •o• d1vla lon or op1n1on o• 
to tba IJOt1 'fas ot t hll Br1 t 1ob c.o...,rnmant i n aald.D& theee 

propoSllla. ·•ho Loft 1o.>ora in t he Cabinet , - ilkan , 

T'raynor , Dorr1g , a.nd poae1bly eoa:io othera - oontandod 

that 1 t waa o ~ri t1 eh trap and a prelude to aome roro1 blo 

aot1on oga1net tho porta oomperabla t o t ho sinking or the 

l'ronoh battle ahipa. Thh Tie• , a lthough not being hold 

by the .l'reml.ar and tho more broodll1nCled ot h1e uaoo1o toa , 

arouaod their 1111ap101ona an4 l\Oda tbea apprehona1 ve . The 

word ...,. paoa ad t o tho ~et'onee rorcea aeorotly that an 

ottaok by Llr1ta1n on t be porta a1g)lt ooour and that it 

would hovo to be met •1 UI raroe. I have round , bot h t'l"Ol!I 

tho llr1t1sh <opruontatln an4 tl'<>ll tho deputy le a der ot 

tha Qppoa1 ti on , that probablJ' Owlllg t o the situation Juat 

dosor1bod , tho >'r""'1o r 'll08 aOl!le•bet vague and unoort o1n 

aa to oa lllD& 1n Br1t1ah bolp at the t1rat T1ol..llt1on or 

I r1eh n outrol1t y by tho ()om411a . I w.a a aourod , bowevor , 

by tho V1oe PrGllier , 111 a lOllQ and 1nt1llat o talk on July 

111 , tbat wr , do Valera'• pol1oy waa tundalaantally llll

obange4 8114 that ha roallzod that with "r1ta1n dOllinat ed 

by C~y the I r1ah poa1t10ll would bo an \lllhe.ppy one . 

vn tb1• 'l'ueGd&y, TulJ' II~, aa the mci l ol oaH• there 

h le • t .. a100. t bough th1• 1e probably payobolo ~1olll 

and due io a roaot1on r roa tha h1gb tendon ot t h• pro

cad1ng por1od. Tbere he>a boen no oho.ll6• in &n7 or thll 

uHnt11ll ract ors or the a1tuat1on. Detenae meuurea 

ooot1aue but Wi t hout adequote mator1al and 01'l!llll:1ont . 

'l'ben le noU.1.llg in li.1re t bat oould reuonably he 

axpeoted 



oxpeo tod to 1top k ~l't'IWl 

1t 1 lah'ld . 

d•tanae i •eun to ro ·a1n hi• laaderah1p ond ho1 1uoooec1d 

1n rln 1.1 1u pr~0Uo11lly all tbl old 1 ••• ,.o•t• , 

80JC8 of lob l'1n• 1Y .:i b1l:i troublo , md a 1.111 tor 1a l 

e .,,.,nt ot \he fie• I ••• , the 1ounc 1xtroi:.13t1 . ~t 

t o do \hl b ha • probably ~t 1t l>a undaratood that 

he tonrod th~ i nyo11on by ..nRl.And oYon r.ore than the 

1nvo11on by <-enuany, l t 1a porbapa onl y on 1d1·01t 

poetpon111a11nt ot tho i a •u<> •111ob he will have to moet 

it venoany 1Jlyatloa nnd ngland 4001 not . I n a y view, 

be and mo1t ot bl • aeaool a t oa , and withoU t quoatlon the 

C.ppoei ti on aaura , nre i n 'OOd t a Ub 1n U>e1r airowaJ.a 

t o reslat o1'114D 1 Ya11on, but thi1 i i a OQ..., tr)' ot 

aurpriooe , and l would S\18!l"&t to the veoret"ry tbllt 

be keep an opM mind as to wha t oourae r . do Val.ora 

mtr~t Lol1eve tbnt ho hnd to 1tc r in t L• oaao <I 

vorna.o 1n~a•1on . Yot r rca any po i n t ot Tie• abstention 

t rca pr Yentdl YI aot1on by ngland 11 unquest1Wlllbly 

tho prot1tablo oourae ror her .!a! tor lrelauC: . 1th 

Ulator ar.»ed abe r1 ake .U U lo by torb~artn& ftlld we! Un, 

It 1• probable that a ool:lbtned ren1etanoe to a t.el'Cl!IJl 

land1n~ after boin 1• 1nv1 t od by .1ro to hu lp would hnY• 

rer ronal.1n~ errooh on tho role tiona between tho two 

aouot-ri• • · 

lu qui Dt\IPUOaLI . 

U.v1d Cr oy , 
Amori oan i niatftr. 

1i lo Ro. 7ll,.l/aao. ot/uz4. 5/ 81Jl/l!IOO . 



Det:.r .-o s s 

John de St.lis ( Co unt. de .>11.lis) has been eto;pi nt, wi t '.,,. 

us . He visited i'i ssie i n :>coeli.tW. when we 11ere there !.nd owne over here 
(~-t'..c, ~) 

1.1.e the t,,Uest o f the ~apal llunoio-,.. He mi.e t.he ~r1 t1 sh m111 t1.1ry lib.eon 

"' off i cer i n Frlinoe who d i d most of the i,.terpretinc; f or t.he l!1•i tieh ,.1gh 

Command. ralkinl v e r , oonfi dentia lly he eaye t hat he r eported i n 

wri t i ne a s lon0 t:.go &8 l a s t ~ctober that the •..,ag i not line would be 
~~~ 

broken bet11een Valenoiennes and -aubeug e i.s it. l a oked gun po~ er a nd 
" 

v as o therwise vulner1.1ble , No t much l &.ter h a found out that .Petai n 
f or 

was a defeuti st from t.he beg i nn i ng and u1·1·11ngi ngA 1i.n ur mi stice oom-

mi seion i n t.he earl y w: nter ., Then he .. en t t o Spui n ti.nd f i xud up 

h ie f aoist understand i n, wi th Fr..nco , his old friend . John sliys he 

t.old ->herm&.n Liles 
/ 

1vho11 he &.dmi res breatly1 c ost 0 1 this. I s<.1,i.,os e 

Bulli t ha e 11.lso told you . ~pparently the politic11.l d i ssension tutned 

l a rgely on the rowe bet · een '-atholio Ri t.htiets and t.he " Cr 1.1nd Vrient" 

.. s I get below the s urf11oe of things h e re 1 t beoom~s more perplexing 

and d epre s s ing • It is very evident , !.S mi;:,ht have been bue~sed, !.s 

; OU d ouotless • Ould h11.ve guessed that ooci 11.l o onditiona h!.Ve f11.r 

more i mport..noe i n the politioa l .• n.,lo -serm11n issue than •1ould t. ppear ~ 

The o t her day when over Limeriok wa~ to i nJpeo ~ some i..roh1>.elo0 ic11.l 

exoave. t i one on John "'e:Salia ' a fa mily pluoe 1 oame 11oros a 1.1 pl'op11.0;,i.ndu 

among t he f arm l a bore rs promie in& them that Hitler will redistribute 

the ~resent f a rm holdings into two i.nd three 'er e p lots . i.'he Govern · 

' 

men i tri ed this und ! a iled d i smally , The l e.borir._rs oo~ldn't do e~bsi~te~ 



2. 

tanni n( or • ould n' t n•l int1 t ead sold their plot.e to l urger t i.r nora . 

i:ow the e overnmen t enoourages l r.r 0e 1· fu.rmere who v1ill 11mploy li.bo1'. 

But no d!u.rmo r up to tif t y <10r et1 will employ l o.bo1• if he oan help it. 

or ill only .. mploy l1<bo1 f o1· h a r vest u nd emergelf'.oy l'lork. the ti.rm 
)C:... :. 

l a bor unemploymen t is hei.vy und no eu...~eetion i. s •O improviL~ the 
~ 

position . The .;ar d i no.l .t'l'imate told mo when he l unohed here th .. t be 

beli e ved t he ~ermo.ns 1·1oro t,o ine to 1•. in a.rid the.t he we. a willint; t o 

t a k e "' ohanoe on t hem . l have Just found out what his idei.s a r e , He 

belie ves that "1tler will abol i sh oapitu.lism ti.nd thut H i s o, pit .. 1-

i sm tha t keeps Ir lund ., enslo.ved" to England .[ Ae « matter of t i.et 

I bel ieve the } r i sh hold nei.rlj throe hundr ed mi lli on pounds ~f 

<>ri t i eh ueo..u· it1ee ~ Throe o;::._ i hJLJ l i s hope o pose t he .l:'rimate ou1. tho 
:.J ~ tu....... 

res t fol low him i.nd ~i-~1·i tish pro pu1,,andu i;;i t b L l aol'l ili. 

t:oes 0 11 v. i th t h e s .. notion 

~eValero. ~ He a oopted t o our 

of th b hier i.r ¢Ly , I eusp~ot this -r.noye 

par ty f or the e ardinal but guve out "'" 

hour befoi ·e hand . However, 1.h a t mr.y ho.ve been = hon e st. eme r genc y . It 

prob1..bl y ·aa 1bu he 1:11.. o no fu s over hi a r egre ts to - OCrory, 

en the 16tr. i; ... o t:10 1·e 9olioer.1en wore uid ered oy tvio I. R. n . ... ~Laburs 

'' d efend i n0'' one of 1.h11 i r posts . ... hey 11ere ti i ed. by 1.i.e s,ieo i ... lly 

D autn,rtized ; ili ti.ry Coux·t t<lld uondemne d. to oe !:ihol. wi 1. hi u four dl.ye 
mt.Jo1·i t.y 

of t.he orime . ApparentlyApublic s eutimen t endo r sed the a enteuoes . 

e ut habei.. 11 oo r pus prooeedings luCl o ot .. iued i.. review Wld ,iospone~ent 

and r adica l pr essure t,roups 

""'"""" rh e lluno i o" duoked out of 1.ovin whe n I.he pos tponement ouourred una is 

still i n t he oount r ay with Seun T. O' ""e lly . ( 1Ye lunohod wi th hi m 

Saturday) AO a oonee~~onoe the full t oroe o:r t he patri ot s desoonded 

on th i s l egi. tion , rhe) predio t very e erious reprisal!' ( eboot1n0 i. few 

ca bine t mi nisters) i f no t open oi vil 1·ar/1 if i he aentenoos i.re 01.r

r i ed out ,l • i s gener t lly believed tho Gove1·nment muet i.bd.ioate i f 



~ . 

i t does noi e.O throue;I. 1 til 1.he exeoationo .. s t.hc se mu1•dere Oume on 

the heels of the 
~ 

uo :i.'tl.iti.tion or •. c Cul'tllilJ who ._sho ;. .. polioem ... n . 

I get a lone pre i t." 1· ell 1 t s I oi:.n .ell ~hom truihfully that these 

~-
:.e n no t ~ei •E'. . .merioan o i U zens it would be "" i .~. ertinoenoe ,. to m.xe 

representa tions to the government und I mi e ht be sent home. I a lso 

tell them that to protect myself I t ell the e ov er nment of their visits 

wh ich i n f not I do, I don 1 t 1'.ant t o get i n to " i•ieh polit·ics. I wish 

:oa ooal d e t . i n on heee sessions ~1 ;.h the P-triots • lh~ one l st 
•I •I 

Friduy comprised • r s . !..olonej_:_;,flJ:!p-~r}.;. ! .. i ~ s l,;11.ttie carry1 011 . he 

ti.-ff of the '!rish ··e~u•lic...n .. rmy . celie ve m1;1 she i ~ •. .,r ... 11d 6 L l. 

r'i.ther Fl &nagi..n 1 brilli unt r .<dic .. 1 p1 ie~et r.ho h.-s been ~et down 

o.nd is novi libr ... riun i n t he ~uuoni.l Jn iversi tY 
1
und • m~dico-:cre b .... 1·laL:., 

-~ •. r. t:ull ne . Fiither .Fl ni.gan thi nJCs one 11i oce of ioe prodaces 

encufh ater f or h ~ lf • 

' point t o the d i scussion I 

1.um":ller of lj :1eur old ~w!lieson . ,.t one 

<1ui d ito noneen <1 e to p1•1.:tend •h ... t )l,r . 

... ' . 
D Vi;,1"r "- 111<··· • - exeou.te people . /'l e i s " vt1 r y hum"-lle 111t1.n . Y11a Su. id 

,, 
~ht b rria ter

1
he for0 ivea ~nd forgets ~e for0 i v es hi~ ene~ieu ~nd 

forge ts his f r iends . " 'lhese people v. e r e <.11 w11.h DeVul ori> till lately , 

rhey .. re bHter non bec1'.use he u oodemne 1.hew l'Ol d<>i uc;. Jusi ~. hc. t 

he d i d for muny yea r s 
1
th!i.t is l nais l.i nt, on the r i t>ht. of a minoril.y 

not to bow t o maJorit~ rule . I find that by being honust wi th ihem 

and tell i ng them t ha t their philosophy i e i i.possibl e for b.n Amerioan 

to SY"11><-t~ t:~e w1t h 1one &ate on fine , l'hey 'an t to t a l.lc L.nd when they 

g e t going :rou find out. a Lood deul , 

Yeaterd&.: 
1

1 had another I. R . ~ . l t c.der 1,i •h me f or ihrti; houro . He 

c ame 1.0 d i aoue e some s cheme f or Jevelopin£ .l.deh -1..merioa n t.r .ide rn 

tih ioh he , was var) sound .. nd ihen \,e went. on io .?Ol11.i u11 . he s &.;i.s t.hl4t 

~ Deval era. los t the J rieh- iUllorican politio<. l s..i;>port by h it,h· hi.ttill., i t. ... 

and neglec t i n0 to keep i n iouoh with 1 t a ftei he <tot i n to power • 
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'r ha t ' s why G~rri t.y left h im • '£h i e f ellow c l u l med to huve bro,;en 

Seun Ruesels h old on the I. R. A. i n America • He wo1•ked eight or nine 

yehl's down t o·nn i n l• ew .. ork 1<nd l s a o l e ver f e l low. I have had i;.n i d ea 

fo r an I 1·iah export und i mpol't agency backed by I rish 'f overnment 

credit
1
t he managemn t. to be pai d on& c ommission ba s i s • The ours e 

of I r i sh bureauorucy i s salfied ineffi ciency . t 'hd e1fhis p l an no 

r esults no pa y . Thie guy t hink s well of i t i..nd i s WOl'king out "' d etailed 

s cheme which we 1•,ill t a ke to ~eValera . ThPy v.sl't t o do a l ot o.: 

~ wi th us a fter t he v.ar und of course ha ve 0o t t o toe ll to u s 

twe-d s ,whi skey, baocn , ham ~, ba l ed peat , a nd stout""i~ ...._h C' ~, 
Wo1·d has Jus t come by te l ephone tha t a ~erman bomber hu s d ropped 

u 

bombs i n Wexford . I ' ll have t o stop r..nd see what ha s huppened . 

zx~"lllltxz2Bx DUt to f i ni sh up with ilavis 1 my r adi oul t r a de fe l low, 

He says the cond i t ions i n t he Dublin slums ure u11spei.kable , f ur worse 

than ours, t hat s ome ~thousa.nd Jews from -Carmany ha ve 6 o t i n here 
l e0u l 

a nd es t abli sh ed sweat shops cut.llling the mi n i mum ,..wage of e i 1)n shilli ngs 

a nd s i x pence a we ek i n man y o ases to fi v e shilli ng s • They have 

seduc ed s ome Cathloic g i r l s •:h i ch i s bud bus iness h er e an d a cco1d i ng 

to him t here i s a b i g undercurrent of pro-Hitler ~entiment in~ t he 

slums on the ant i• s emi te i s sue but not anti- hr i t ish. Thi a is b.Il other 

element that c omplioutes the s i tuat i on . 

,.ugust :?6 . The paper s ur e f 11ll of the ~ermun bomb i ng of f our ;·1exf ol'd 

villages yeete1du~ a fterno on1killi ng thr ee 0 i r ls i n ~ cooperut ive 

crea me r y . The boob must ha ve t.hou{)lt he wus i n Ulster ins t ead of t he 

s outh of Eir&. The Governmen t doesn ' t want to t a ng l e with Hitler 

a nd i s s oft pedalling indignation. 2ke xfa1x I ha ve Just s ent the 

Departmen t a 1ielegra m su10gest1ng ~hat t he effect oH publio sentiment 

depends le t.OOd deal on t h e ~erman reply to the J.rish notewh ich demanded 

full r epu r a t ion ~ ~ 



• 

I "-m onl } s re of one lh i ng •htot 1.he "'ri ti sh a r e do i nt. • t. i ae thi nt. 

no t to iie1pi i o f oroe t.hi e ai iuation o r to m.xe " p sa ~i t. he por t s . 

I f i t h• a t o oome 6Ve t.Wl.ll y h shoul d be ve ry oi..r f ull:y :vrepl..l'ed . 

I n vi.rioua 1· ayo 1 have be en l e H i ne Joe .111.lshe ( i,. xterna.l a ffui ; a) 

ge t doses of .. merioa.n vi ewpoi nt . He gt.ve me o.n openi n0 by hi s oom-
~ 

pl a i nts ~ • .morionn Corres pon en t e SU,,be s t i ng t ha t Eirq was 

be t r ay i nf her 0 '.'11 inter est s in no t th1owi n« i n w1 iii ,Sri t i,.in I i old 

h i m t.ha.t h e probably hadn ' t. hoard the ha lf of it , t.h ut what v1as t o oome 

would be worse thto n a nythi ng he h ad got thu11 far . He i s d i n i nb 1.Hh 

u s ~a. turdt.y wi th t.he d i rec toi· 0 1' or ot..dotoating o.nd h i a wife •;. ho s i 116 e 

] rieh balla de • -11.ude is a t;reu t help with these proud se11s1 ti ve 

people who r aup6nd s o deli ghtfully to ~ li ttle und ers tl4fldi ng . 

Love t o y ou ull und bl eee you . 

A.ff 

-



September 4. 1940 

My dear Bosa : 

The deal for the West India baaea aeema to me 

the moat i mportant t hing that has happened to our nation i n my life t im' 

Of oourae it ia far more than what i t appears to be on its tao•. If 

you oan lay the foundations for an Anglo-Amerioan oontrol of th• World 

on the prinoiplea 
~ 

of pemooraoy and Juatioe you will have ao~eved 

th• moat than any man has done sioe Ootavianus . God Bless You 

Aft ~. 
Kaudt aenda her love and implore a you not to oampaign and get worn ou\, 



--
September 8th , 1940. 

here 
Dear Bosa :The moat important new•.Ais of course the r eaction to 

the deetroyer - naval base deal.Briday night we dined with Senator 

Frank McDermot . While he no longer ia a f aotor i n politi c • he is a very 
Irieh 

wi se obser ver . He writes the unsigned ---~ letter to the • ondon 
•• 

Sunday Tiaee • Xe aaid
1 

we haven't digested the import of it yet. Fir• t 

off "we ar e a little startled "I t hink th.at i a probably sound. They hav41 
~~, h.ad a habit of thinking of the U.S. •••xntwp ae an anti-DritisKA 

refu8e and r ook of Gibraltar for th•• · In spite of the evident diepoa

ition of t he U. S. to offer Britain all asaistanoe shor t of parti oip&._ 

ing i n the war they had no t antioipated this firat step toward an under

standing of the tiemooraci•• i n a cooperative defense against the 

ltt***-zax Diotatore. Ye•terday Joe Walshe ( External Affairs ) lunched 

with u.a. The newe has evidently had a great atfeot on hi• In a little 

private talk he aeked me what I thollght i t meant . I said • I have no 

apejcial lcnowledge but I have been war ni ng you ever einoe I got here 

t hat both American political partiea were awakening to th~menaoe of 
• a ~erman viotory whioh also means a Japanese veotory. Thia was 

l. 
bound to transl ate i tself in eome cooperative 'l.fens e mea•ures wi th the 

Britiah Commonwealth • We would be sil ly to wai t till Hitler got the 

contr ol of the Dritiah &nplre before we began to defend ourael vee. 

Britai n i s our firet line of defense Juat aa she is yours. But you have 

never believed ••· Now you ••• what hae happened • You oan speculate 

ae well aa I can a e to what ia likely to be the nex t at•P• " He eaid 
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" Ther• i s eome Oppoeition to the Preaid•nt " . I said naturally. Part of 

it is Fifth ColWllD atuff1and part di .. h&rd Tory~ hatred of the aan 

who hae tried to loos•n the hold of apeoial priTtle1• on th• nation, 

All th• Tory Opposition want to giTe help to .England, perhaps ev•p to 

the extent of goill8 to War but th•Y don't want RooseT•lt to get the 

11 
oredit of it. '•••••• Joe is a gr•at ra4ioal and he asa•nted , Then I 

said , 11 has it eTer ooourred to you th&t if 
Ei~ 

you don't watoh your step 

JJl!f'•1ght g•t left out of a front ••at in th• re-shurfle 1if that jho~ 

1. 
ta.lee plaoe. " Oh he said , I h&Te been ihinld.ng about that . If there 

should be a gDeat league of English spealcing nations we should want to 

-->-II 

be in it • " I s aid / wh;y don't you propose it{ You would be in a Tery 

faTorabl• posit ion to do something like that , For politioal reasons 

it wou(d be Tery difficult for an A.merioan Government to propose it1 

obiefly beoause twenty Millions of lrish-Amerioans might very likely . " 
oppose it," Well , he said1

we want to stiok close to the United States . 

What we really want is to haTe an embassy at Wash1Il8ton and build an 

embassy building but we • don't want to be turned down and so don't 
It I 

like to make inquiries there • I s aid I'll put a feeler out for you 

but I don't think t here oould be any answer till we know how this 

war ie turning out • You may be a Ge rman province and not haTe &DJ' 

diplomatic representation at all. " Ok .lol be said not that, " 

Joe haa been very deftatiat 1if not pro-~eraanna and I think has been 

figuring out an f riah regime baaed on a ~raan oontrol of Europe 

He ha• certainly been oonsidering it aa a poseibility if not a probab

ilit7 , I haTe al~s 01H1iws kidded hia and s aid , " then you'll 

eTentuall7 be in & oiTil war againet Beaton and »ew York," because 

we're beaded the other wa7, We h&Ten•t an;y oboioa. ••'Te got tofproteot 

our gold mountain in Tennesee. " DeValer& baa a clearer Tiew of 
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the world situation but I haven' t seen him tor a week, I've let him 
f' 

I.R.A, murder•} on h1exia1 alone ae he has had the exeoution ot the two 
MaoGrath/ 

handa ~heart, One ot them.(Waa an old war oomrade and personal triend, 

They shot them Friday morning • Their lawyer Sean1M,o8ride and my 

I,R.A. triend Mrs. Jloloney ( Kattie Barry) got me on the telephone 

Thursday night. She said a • truoe• had Just been r esolved on by the 

I.R.A. oommand and that 1t was imperative tor the 1•••• peaoe ot 

Ireland that it ehould be ooneidered by the Government betore the 

exeoutions took plaoe ae atterwarda it would be too late.Reprisals and 

oivil war would be launohed. I told her why it was impossible tor 

me to intervene and she admitted that was all correot as she had when 

I talked wi th them two weeks ago but she said this isn't intervention 

but mediation. I said but a meadiator has to be aooepted by both 

parties and I know tha t Mr, DeValera would only say." I oan't mediate .. 
with an illegal and banned organization . " She said

1 
none ot the min-

isters will answer their telephones and we've got to get this to Mr, 
~ . , 

DeYalera, " I said
1
the Nunoio sent you to me;why don't you try bia? 

I had oalled on the Nunoio two days betore and knew his views ) 

She said will you ring him and tell him we ar e ooming. I ea.id I'd 

try. Ot course hie telephone was not answered and I oalled Mrs. Molon.-
12.Lk( 

agai n at the Mansion House ( the oity hall• ) wher e she wa1 t oing thi s" 

buainesa and told her so. She thanked 

happened yet in the way ot reprisals 

me and all was well , Nothing hae 
P-

mr-4 the I . R. A. War newe ooverin& 

th• ex eoutione ie not yet distributed eo I don(t know what they threat

en. They may try to get Boland ( Justioe ) or DeValera but it is more 
in the etm• Job 

likely th&~ they will quit, A third murderer A~ hae Jus t been oaught 

and it they rush him through it will show the Government is in earnest 

whioh one sohool ot thought eaya ia the only thing to do , 
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But beyond the quest ion of more assi••inatione ie one really import 
eeTen 

ant faot. DeValera after trying for~ yea.r e to avoid an irreccncil-
iable break with the I . R.A. has now croeaed the Rubicon, He can neTer 
go back and Aiken, the old I.R,A. Chief of Staff who has been in the 
cabinet &8 War minieter and liaaon aan wi th the I . R.A, , who has 
continuoual7 put I . R.A. pressure on the goTernaent from inaide 1he 
too is over the dam unless he resigns which i s not contemplated ae a 
poeeibilit7, Thi e will inevitably tend to strengthen the pro-Ez18lieh 
elements i n the cabinet. lames Dillon dined here the other night 
( Deputy Leader of the Opposition and member of the Uat; onal Defense 
Council ) He told me that the police had after a months sear ch caught 
a ~nnan who landed on t he West coas t wi t h his clo1hee and a wirel es1 
sendi ng set i n 

t;IJ'1 got awa7. 

a rubber bag, 

l e was caught 

The bag was f ound on the b~aoh but the 

sending 
.... i t •a• messages, They thilll>Aweather 

reports but the oops bust the antenna before the experte got there and 
they can't find out the w&Te lengt~ he was using, They are " interning" 
him with many comforta , hoping he will talk. They t hink he will. Bone 
of this i s allowed to be published. We've Just had Adel• Astaire and 
her mother to lunoh , I was talking about Selznick for whom I have Just 

I got a recons ideration of the oen1or1 out1 in Gone With the Wind • I said ,, " ,, I thought t he film was honestly written. He'a honest, she said . He told 
me the t rouble with Holl,wood i s that there are •o many be1autiful .im.

woaen her~that i t i s refreshing to look at 7ou.• 

Sept ember 9, Monday • The new• of the heavy r aids on L3ndon has overshadowed eTer,thing else here 81'.ld has bucked up the Pro- erman1 who 
wer e ou t down b7 the Anglo- American defenee agreement . 'this morni ng 

The Irish Presa ( DeValera'a new1paper) pl ays up the daaage done in 

London/plays down the l ose of ~en.an air craft 

announcement that h• will never ,~h• U. S. A. into a 

and ha • Wilk!•'• 

European War in a 
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box on the f ront page 

From what I gather f r om English people here who have recently oome 

from London Joe ~ennedy's stock has gone up again, and that very high. 

He has been very game and helpful and they reali ze that what they 

didn't like was the truth t hat he told them when they were still in the 

clouds. I am afraid he i s having a tough time. If H1 tler tries an 
• 

invasion I think Ireland will get i t too
1

simply on the ground that 

the Germane have immense stocks of men and material and that if 

they make the attack i t would be orazy not to make at least a feint 

here in order to hold the forces in Ulster occupied. If it went well 1 
if there were rsponse to the appeal to Join t hem and take Ulster 

( which must be reckoned upon as a possibility ) they could re- inforoe 

it f rom Norway • If it went badly there would be no great los•. If Irel~ 
were in the •r England would get few more troops out of the country. 

She would get t he use of the ports but she has got on without them 

thus far • Germany would not stand to lose much. 
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September 2~ , 1940, 
I 

I 

My dear Boss : The Cardinal .Primate had hie silver Jubilee as a 

Bishop last Sunday. Sino e the day he lunohed here and Sean T. O' Kslly 

asked me t o talk to him about Not making oraoke at t he Ulster Govern

ment he has been very good. I w"1t to keep i n touoh with h1a beoauee 

i f there wer e ever any opportunity to disouae t he ending of Parti t ion 

he would be an important ·figur e • So I devised the attaohed l et ter 

whioh I took oounsel wi th Sea.n T . o•Kelly about ,before eendin,, S.T. 

advi sed me to put i n t he part about being a frot eetant • Yael:! to protect 

mysel:! f rom t he Ulsterites in the oase the letter got out. He thought 

i t a good thing to do 1 ae i t would please the old man and at ter all it 

i e only the plain truth • The outlook for ending partition never has Qs9 

been darker than at present. DeValera won ' t oomprdmtie e, won't deal , 

... i*x*linlllz1azzxtazataz~ixz1ezz~••&J!&8JXX Ulllees he gets i nto the war 

through invasion he will not be i n a good position at t he end in whioh 

to ask Churohi ll t o throw out Craigavon. Yet this thing o~t to be 

ended :!or everbody ' s sake. If you are sti ll on the Job you oould probab

ly do i t in suoh a way ae to make the prioe tor Ulster 's oomi ng i n 
them 

a new Treaty with the Commonwealth IJl&••••••:bl•zx giving~the use of 

all the ports i n t ime of war • No guarentee to Ulster would be needed 

eave a ol auee i n the Treaty providing that if it were vi olated Ulster 

would automtt ioally revert to t he staua quo ante, However1 thin"a a re 

going eo :!aet and to euoh unforeseen ends that it ie idle to apeoulate 

ae to v·ayJand mean1 now • 
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I gather t hat you are helpi ng the 0 ritiah put a little pressure on 

my friends in the matter ot ritlea, that is
1
thet they muet apply 

t o John Bull !or their quota ot r eleased u.s. ritlee , I shal l go 

prot esting 'V" on and t elegraphing tor Mr, De Valera but you are quite 
" ... right to talte the line you are taking. Very conf identially J.lt!y i s now 

"' trying to trade 20 , ooo rifles tor the installation of a boom across the 

" mouth ot Louab Swill7 
1thus tar without auooes a. Ita or,.zy not to fix a 

plaoe up where a ~ritiah squadron oould oome and be sate in oase 

ot the invasion ot Ireland • Maff ey ha• offered to have the admiralty 

ship oome aa a merchant ship , l ay the boom end nets, turn them over 

to the lrish Governaent and go away. But DeValera ea71 " It would get • 

out and people would say he had aold out to the j ritiah n He baa done 

suoh amazing things b7 never giwing an inoh but let ting the other 

fellow do all the giving~hat I don't f eel competent to critioiee or 

advise him but IT SKllMS that he D would be wiae to begin to do • ~ 

bit for tiemooraoy ,it only to let anti-Hitler news get the best ot 
" it i n the new1paper1. Joe ~ennedy telephoned me the othe r d•y and invit«l .. ~ 

me over for a l i t tle vacation. I aaid I wae too bus7 to be spared • 
I 0 Be e put a grand spirit in all hie or owd. I'm loading the P,.uoh today Id: 

with illicit l riah bacon for him. Otherwise its an export license and 

God knowe what els e . 

J.laude senda speoial love , Some days ago ahe had a lit tle oiat in 

her cheek out out. All went well till laat night when her taoe began 

t o awell. T.he Dootor ii with her now. I don't think i t ia aerioue ae 

she baa no temperature , Beat to 7ou all. 

Att 
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Yo Jr • 1ncnce , 

l hove Juot aent )011orr e e un t ele ro ot o n;rntulo-
tlo:i on tl'e celebrat1 on ot ,our uilver .• iaoo">al ,<ub1lee, 

but I "111ld i llh unotr1oi11lly , ""a friend ot Irelllnd , to 

ex':>resa ... y at! :lr t.lon for !.he Tei oervioea ;ou "IC ner-

.r o untr:1 11ri 1 t iu ,uar ter O<!ntury ot your 
.pisoooal .i1n1B try. llurin thin p<!r i od ;·uu t•a vc eeen tho 

11 ·e- lond o">e r 1r t e rreedo ... ot lr• .1. •nc fl ltl lled • to tt,e 
t~ent1-aix Counties. 

Inua11;uch to t• is rrcudo., "'s been 11on rr.,. tr.o •orld'e 

re •e t e , 1ro • .:.e hei t r I ts o•er, 1 t is re11aoru.ble 
tJ be ien t. t o ·1r1 tu •l nrces huve been lnreely res oonsible 
tor t~e victory . Thou)l n roteat•nt ...;iselr , l ••u d reel 
t h t 1 de led •. e essentiul .eneta o r "'Y Cni t h 1r l ~ i d not 

;rt1 tctully recognize suo11 forces , whe thcr ttrey O'Peru te t • .roul)h 

heud in Ireland . ..o onu 11 o h s 0 1 ~tr erper1cnoe ot r t -
11.;i on or h 1owled o 1r i H e con d 1bt t r t .1lmii)lt~ ;od ;>ro-

e ri ,;la t . 

to Ill a 111inence 
ie .!1trdinol rL.i~ .e llf •· e ... .nd , 

.r ..ar,:h , ·or thern 1 el• nd. 

or con i t bed ~bted 
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thnt t11e sriirituol nr l n ci nl es advoca ted liy the Christ i an 

.ell ·ton will i n the end pr eve l l agn i ns t vunerior '!hys1011.l 

force . I feel c onf i dent therefore thu t 1 t will be tbe 

~enceful counsel s o f y• 1 r Church nnc:I ,! ne nnc:I .he sp i r i t 

OC fore ,lve ness 0•1d j:;<JOd- wi l l llhlch <Jhr1st1sn1 ty OOlfJJ•UlldS 

us aJ.l to cl•ertsh wl.ich will brini.; nbout the un1 t y of Ire-

1 nd on ter ,s .• u tunJ.ly prot1 table t •> all concerned. 

""d l prey , yoJrLmi nc nce , tl<1lt you taay li ve to s ee 

t i l s end ac•1leved and Juu tly feel t1.ut t he holy influences 

10h1c h you exert hove nluyed a r,:r eut pur t in brln~1ng i t 

a bou t . 

Y"urs respe c t f ully, 

David Cr oy 
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October 2, 1940 , 

,~~r. ~~ .. , ~ 
-I- 1 

/./ . . . ( 

Dear Boee: The tri eh situation seeme miorosoopio in the light of 
' 

what i s piling up on you but suoh ae it is
1 

we are on the Job, Be9ween 

oureelYee I keep turning over in 'llJY mind how to apprt~oh VeValera in 

the event we drifted into this war or what I t hink ie now more pro!lable 
~ le=;: 

that Japan attaou\ us without warning in the Philippines a.- we 

should haYe no ohoioe , If we wer e in 1we should probably want an f r ieh 

port or two 

with 1SeVaJ.era 
• 

I am pre tty well oonvinoed that no one oat1 " bargain" 
.....__ -

You trust him or you d•n't , J11111ee Dill on who hates 

him s aye t hat this ie the only way. Joe Walshe admitted to me the other 

night that it wae the key to him . I am warning Kattey that he h• e 

made a mistake in tryi ng to use the rifles to get somet hing in 

r eturn at Lough Swilly. It we should oome KJll:x the beat bet ia to 

make an appeal to him on idealistio grounds I think , He might react to 

t hat, He would feel safe if we were in. I speak of this so t hat you 

might get a bright idea i n the night. Cod help you, 

Aff ~· 

Maude had a pneumatio fao e last week but is now flat again, Sh e 

sends you her beet . Look what they haYe done to our Mr. Wilki e 

in the Irish newepapere. Nothing quite so Zany wae ever hung on 

you, 
I). 

. 
• 
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Ootober 23, 1940 , 

My dear Franklin : Bef or e t hie r eaches you [you wil l be in :tor anot her 

four years of " Hard" or else given parol~ for that l ength of t i me , 

I had hoped, as I know you hadf that you would be able to ge t a vaoaticn.\ 
f 

but I f ear now that it would be calami tous for you to e t ep out , The 

only ohance for Repreentative Government and pereon&l liberty on 

Amer ican l inee i s in the direotion you have begun to orient our 

poli cy. It looks now as i f you ' would win , but if you don't you wi ll not 

be dimini shed • You will have .~o come baok, 

One of t h e great .danger~ of the praent s i t uation is not being tough 

enough with the Limies and no Ameri ca n understand• t hat aa well as 

you • I f we are goi ng to wor k with t hem we've got to under etand 

that t hey will t ake your pant1 1 i f you go t o sleep with them on , If 

they oan get away wi t h i t 1 they don't respeot you and so oo-operation 

is i mpossible . I oould be11hot for some of the th i nge I have 

been t elli ng Engli sh people about what Americans think of the way 

they treated us a ft er the l a et war and they eat it • Thei r atti t ude 

saye," ar e ' nt you br i ght to have f ound out we tho\18ht you Wl'l'e boobs , " 

Things are going a l ong not~oo badly i n I r eland . The Gover nment i s 

beginning t o wor ry1I t hink1a s to where it is ooming out i f England win:\ 

and thete is a c ooperative a eeooi ation of Demooraoiee , Thie i dea of 
' and i ndependence 

1.lr, De Val era' s of existing s el f euf:tioie.ntly on potatoes ,.:n an Irieh 

speaking vaouaum i i not gaining ground . I t i e a dream that he hates 

to give P:P • Ble11 you all. 'lJI. ~, -
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Deoember 31 , 1940, 

\ 
~ . 

I' 

t!y Dear Franklin : Your Fireside talk on De fen se
1 
broadcast l ast 

Sunday night seems to me perhaps t he most d i fficult , important and 

sucoessf\ll speeoh t hat you have addressed to our oountry, As i ntro

duc t ory t o )'our me ssage to Congress i t seems t o me beyond c riticism/ 

and well night above prai s e. The reference to Irela nd was left out of 

t he t ext of t he resume' wired t o l r i sh and English newspapers but 

was taken down from t he Bri tish Broadca st of t he recording and today 

i s featured i n al l three morning Dublin papers . It was a relie f •o me 

as I f eared t he censorshi p had exci sed it1and I was getting ~o t under 

the coll ar . I t is more importai t to have that published here t han I can 

make you beli eve , unl ess you can visualize us with a newspaper press 

debarred from a ll discussion of the i ssues vi t al to t he country , 

and the c ensorshi p under the control of Fran~ Aiken
1

mini ster for 

t he Co-ordinat ion of uefense whom a leading member of t he Opposition 

recently described to me as having a mind,haffway be t 1·.een that of a 

child and an ape . This man believes that the aeries of alarms and 

hysterical troop movements which have ooourred 

r eally due to t he imaginations and vani t ies 

i n r ecent months i s 
.~~~ 

of a Ahuae l:d:e man 

wi t h t he mentality of a boy gang leader niayi ng at war wi t h r eal 

soldiers . It might be so . It i s d i f f i cult to aooount for i t on any 

ot her hypothesis. There i s a good deal of it that UeValer a doesn't know 

about • There is a pet r ol shut ·- do .. n Just know and the External Affairs 

of fi d 11 a of gas . oe oesn•t know when or whet her t here wil l be new supp e 
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llo other sin8l e deprivation v. ould 1<ffo rd auoh an obJec t les son 
of th e es s ential dependenoe of I reland for its defens e upon ~ritain , 
a ciroums tanoe whioh the extremi st s~hool of thought vehemently denie s . 
However if pet rol be withheld a a a ooeroive me asure the f aot of 
deependence will be los t s i gh t of • I t will be r l cognized only a e 

~ another wrong. Inte ll~igent ·'°"people r eac t this way as muoh as 
boneheads and perhaps the c l er gy a re the worst of all • James Di llon 
lunched w1 th us t oday and put the matter ve r y wel l. " There is , " he sai ~ 
a logica l position for a sma ll nat ion to take on t he aide of the 

angels and if crushed in such a caus e f:lr riseJ again by virtue of 
the spiritual forc es behi nd i t but f or a small nation to aot 
on m• t erial motives as a gr eat oontine11atal power might aot1 and expect 
to get away wi th 1t

1 i s lunaoy • And that is what we ar e do i ng now or 
trying t o do." Dillon has t he ab l e&tmind and f i nest char a cter of any man 

sympathe tic I have met i n Ireland. Unfortuna t ely he l acks the-' understandi ng of 
base methods and men which would make me a succes s i n Irish poli t i cs . 

Alaude Joins me i n much love to you al l and i n all best wi shes 
for the New Year t hat i s comi ng i n toni ght. 7/e a re .. dinin0 and seeing 

~ 

the new year in with a sweet pet of an American Girl whom 14aude loves 
like she was a pole oat but who makes me feel young and br ave. 

Aft 
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