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Heartiest congratulati ons on yo~r messages •laude and I 

grateful for your confi dence . 
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Jonm•ry 21 , 1941 

Or.PARTi\iE~H OF ST ATE 
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JAN•> I 1941 

t .D.ORANDUM FOR uHICl Or lllE SlLilc 1 \RY 

THE SECR .TARY UF STA':'E 

Please re~d t~ie in confidence 

Pn' soePk to me about it . 

F . D. R. 

Encl osures 



November 30 , 1940. 

Dear f'ranltlin : I &11 onoloaing ho re~i tb tho copy or an aide memo iro 
prepared by Jo.mes Dillon tho roal leader or tho Opposi tion •~ a rooon t 
interview wh ich ho hnd with ~r . B•V&lora , Al you can aoe i t • ollld 
bo bad tor J&11oa it thil over got out , Bu t it will give you tbe 
viewpoin t or tho c oot intell igen t oppos i tion l tador &I to &luct Iriob 
neutrality and tho ports. Aa it looks now t he boat obanoo tho Dritieb 

with tho port s 
have or g e tting anywhere unlosa we oome in ia to play to this 
0 oaition and try to aplit the country . l t mif>ht not auooeed but it 
la tho beat bot • I am aonding a copy or tho mooorandum to Sumner Wol lee iv.~ 
I got hold or the t act that some wee ks ago the Admiral ty were die­• 
oueeing a plan tor aeizing the por\t a nd eapeoi ally Poynoa Alrtiold 
by t11%Jtz .. zx eurp• iao , Yeatorday an Admiralty intelligonoo ottioor 
en rout e to Zol taet oallod alld aakod mo give him my viowe on t he J r ieh 
situation • I told him any eurpriao at tack I thought would be a maJor 
oalaaity;t h&t 1r t boy Walt they had to take thie atop it ahollld 
be prooeodod by an appeal from tho Domin l ona and oolonioa with a brio! 
tor the Br1t1ah oaee got up principall y t or American oonaumpt ion 
aloo g1T1ng duo notice ot the date they were oot1ing in, Zb1 a would 

put the matter into tho Dai l whore the Oppoa1tion could have a say, 
A surprise attack would bo d ealt wi th by DeV&lera and all debat e wollld b 
be quashed Tb• poli toal adT&ntago of an appeal and due notice I 

think would outwelsh tho military a4Tantagea ot eurpri••· I aont a 
~c.:p., 

t ologra.m to t ho Department about th1a 111b1ob may go to you. ,, 
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I •"ieh I knew what Joe Konn ocl.7 haa told 7ou. J had a .. enal talks 

with him b7 telephone and aeTe r&l lettora before he aailed &nd llllt:ta 

l thousht he waa on the right traok in the main • I never got the 

impre9aion that he haa ovoident ly g iven at homo. I oan•t let .. . " how aide tor ~rit ai n ahort ot war mlUea ll.J1y aenae i t t hat a ide 1• 

not auttioient to beat !Utler • It he beat• Britain , controls Europe 
' 

and baa time to build a great fleet thee • e are in or it good and 

plenty • They are taki ng an awful batt8.fAJ1f in En8J.and. How long they 

oan take i t I don't .(JlOw but we ei~h~to out our loa eoa and 

d eol a re out ~ or put up what is ne eded to puah Hi t l e r over . I am 

our• you fee l th i s way about i t . You wer e one ot the f i rst to see it . 

The political dittioul t iee a re obvious but thank God you are on theJOb 

and if any one can cope with thee it is you • Here i s a que er one. 

I have had oonisratulat1ons ( .. ....,. = ..,.:.:; ~· j 
ooneulaAand of ooureo rrom 

on your rte1eotion trom all the Diplomata an o 
private 

aan7 ..... 1ndividuale bu. not one word trom 

any membe r ot tho goTernmont • The nunoio at a lunch party at whioh 

I waa not pres en t a f ew days befor e election pred icted your defeat . 

Ther e has been acme di , ty work at the oroea roads I suspoot. I ahall 

find out . I may be wrong about it . A nowe broadcast laet nigh t on 

the Am erican politaal situat i on 8USl!e•t• that the opposition 11 out to 

put you through the hoope • You s eom to aurvioe thes e am i able oo-op-

orations and aooompli•h ve ry uaet.:U1 and important thinga tor our ooun ": 

t ry a t the a&me time. Thia is December 1 and the r e 1s no troet ye t in 

tho ground and probably will not be but thoro i a very l i l lle daylight . 

~audo s ends you her love • Atf 



It may well be that tho ~uoot1on ot the Porta end n1r 
Bt100 acco'"i. iodation in t 1s oountr;,· ror reot ~r1ta1n ts no 
10nter acute but•• ust roc~on 1th t~• pos~1b111ty ot 
t.1s ~ueat1cn reour ins in a ore a.~d ore urge~t rorui if 

t lie war ahould be ~rotrooted . 

Cur rcret n ol\oy can~ot • dictatod by isolated 
events . .. evertheleaa 1 t 1a vltal to 1 re,are tho ground 
in the 11,bt ot probable consequences oriatnc rrom tore­
• 1eable ,ooelb111t1ea. 

Our ~oo ·raph1ool situation , the vaat number ot 01..r 
peo,..le reel dont tn ..rreo. t Sri tain , our coz.;.plete eoor.o:ric 
d•a•ndence on ~reat r.tain , beth !er eup1,ly and tor car­

kets , ~ust l rgely deter--1ne our at t i tude towards Great 
Britain , quito epart tro"' the tac t that u the chan~ion 

t 4e::.ocraoy in t.hla world n.r our •. olitiotl s:r:.J_•thies 

~uat naturally coincide ~1eb her oouse aa aca1nst that 
ot the Borl1n--.osoow eu t!loritarien col:lb1nat1on. These 

conalderat ons are ... terially reir.torcod by the tac t 
t:.at tte n1 tod Ste tea or .. ~eri oa are ror all intents 
end purpoaea ell ie• ot Great riteln egatns t the De rlin­
t..oacow oo~bir.ation tor the ~ur osea or tr.I a war. 

,;ny oontlict with vreat Britein see;;;& to be ao:oe-
t Ing t o be avoided , at almoat any cos t , but while oiroum­
star.ces lliisht be cor.oel•ed in ~.1oh "e wo ld be Ju1t1tled 
1n teeing auoh a co . .r liot pr ovided thet we had the 1upport 
of our trad i tional ally , ..merioa, i t is unthilll<able end no 
oirou:ute.ncea whatenr could JU•ti ty our r emitt ing a situa­
tion to develop In which Ireland ""uld be Involved In war 
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~1th Great Britain and the U. S.A. et the same time . ~uite 

apart from the disaster thet this would mean during the 

hostilities between us , 1t would further mean that in the 

years to come our unique position or independence 1n the 

shadow or a great and powerful neighbour like Greet Britain 

would be com~letely destroyed by t he alienation or f.merioan 

sympathy es the reault or the oootliot in which we had been 

engaged asainst thl)lll. The material considerations pro-

h1bit1ng a confli ct between ourselvea on the one hand and 

Greet Britain and the U. S . A. on the other are further re­

inforced by tba consideration t~.at were ouch a contlict 

joined we could not prevent cenneny intervening on our 

side by making attacks on such forces a s Great Britain 

might employ in this country, and this would place us in 

tho mor al. post ti on or belll;! the ally ot 1.!osoo11 and Berlin 

against London and Washington , thus ( l) virtually accept­

i ng totalitarian ideology against democracy , (2) rendering 

outcasts and untriendly aliens our people throughout the 

United States ot America, Creat Britain and the Dominions , 

(3) destr oying our entire economic structure by the complete 

closing or the British market both ror supply and disposal , 

( 4) crippling the traditional Irish American alliance Which 

has undoubtedly secured the survival ot the Irish nation 

during the lest 250 years . 

It these considerations then ere valid , it i s not 

enough to sit pas sive and allow evente to oootrol our ac­

tions . lie should be up and doing now to prevent any 

situation arising in which the possibility or o conrliot 

between Ireland on the one hand and Creat Britain and the 

United States on the other could possibly arise . 

Tho onl y foreseeable contingency which could precipi­

tate such an 6vent >IOUl d be a de:r.ond by Oreat Bri ta1n tor 



Naval and air base eocom::todatian. 

Personally I have always felt toot the policy or neu­

trality wu a grave mistake and that we would have 1tore 

effectively vindicated our uoral ,osition tn the ~orld and 

protected our materiel interests by declering war in Septem­

ber 1939 , thus ensuring that by t he time aotual war reached 

our shores we would have been i n an adequate state of de ­

fence and that the ex1genc1 es or oensorsbi'p \'i'OUld not ha ve 

conduced to contusing the public mind in t his country , thus 

leaving it fertile soil for llazi propaganda. Bouever , vai n 

regrets about pest events avai l nothi.ng now and our obJect 

should be to avoid the ca tast rophe outlined a bove . 

There are grave objections to any course of conduct at 

the present time but that should no t i nduce e paral ysis of 

action to be used as an excuse for inact i on by t imorous men . 

I therefore • ussest t hat at the a ppropriate moment {whi ch 

must be de t err.iined aft er further discussion} a responsible 

envoy or the Iri sh Oovernment ohould soak direct contac t 

"i th President Roosevelt and dell ver the following message : 

'!'he policy or neutrality has made it imposs i ble ror 

any I rish Government , even t hough 1t t1anted to , to consant 

to the t rans f er of the Por ts and Aeria l bases to Creat 

Brita i n without precipitating oivil war in Eire , because 

( l ) censorship has l eft t he public mind total l y unprepared 

t or such development , ( 2) the threat or .aeria l bombardment 

by Germany in such 8II event terri fies our people who know 

onl,y t oo wel l how co mi>l e tel y defencel ess we ar e age.in s t 

aer i al attack , having nei ther ant1 - a1r orart guns nor aero­

pl anes; (3 ) l i ke every other people the Irish c l ing to 

the wishtul thought that neut rality may be made t o endure . 



Therefore the only meona or tranarerring t he Ports nnd 

Aerial Bases to Creet Britain would be for c reat Britain 

to soi:te them by force . Thi s would involve the abandon-

ment by Greet 3ritain on her own behalf and incidentally 

on behal f or t he United Stetes or their enti r e moral posi­

t ion in this war and such notion wou ' d retrospectively con­

done Germany's action in over-running DerutSrk , Belgiuxo. ond 

Holland and llorway end Russia ' s action i n attacking Fin­

land. World opinion would say that t he essen t ial di f fer­

ence between the~ was that Germany di d it effic iently and 

expeditously whereas the democracies did the same thing , 

but inefficiently and a s usuol , t oo late . 

~uite apart frcm t he question of I reland , in which 

we aro naturally primarily interest ed , it wou ld be a disas­

ter or tho f i rst magnitude for the cause or democracy that 

such en abandonment of democrecy•s moral position should be­

come inevitable . 

I t then the ecciui sition ot these ports and bases be­

came so v1 tel to the avoidance o f defeat by Grea t Britain , 

i t l!l.BY reescnabl y be infer red that the crisis g1V1ng r1se 

to such a circumstance roul d be ot a grav1 ty su!' t1c1ent to 

compel the United Sta tes ot Atneri ca either activoly t o c ome 

to Crest Br itain ' s aid or definitely to abandon all hope 

or her ultimate success . I f t hen Great Bri tain l s p re-

pared to postpone t he demand tor thi s Naval and Aer i al 

eccol:llllodation until suoh a cris i o is at hand the uni t ed 

States or Alllerioa could then invoke the aid • hioh she hA s 

consist entl y given to Ireland t or the last 250 years and 

in the name or this, ask frO!ll Ireland similar aid now 11hen 

the safety of the Uni ted States itself is at stake. The 

United States stipulation mi ght take the form ot aeking 
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Miro to i .. to the U. s . A. suoh naval basee and air 

baoes ae 1he required , to be used at the abeolute dis­

creti on or the U.S. A. ror .lmerioan deronoe , in wh1ob event 

I believe that , forti f ied with the knowledge or AD<>rioan 

and Briti1h aid , the I rish r•O>l• would ohaertully reoe 

t .e conaeiuence e , however, grave, of tuoh o c oncesa1on. 

Ir A::erioa aoce:ted tbi• vio• and reoo::::onded it to 

tbo Bri t i ah , we would find ouroelvo1 in a oomp letoly new 

s1tust i Cll , with OJI absolute guarantee trom Aoerioa t hat 

unloos and un t i l America herself went to wor she would 

&"'1ction no d1cand cade upon ua by Grea t ~ritatn tor tho 

surrender ct our ports . 

It is Idle to 1:ai;1ne that it""' rloa and Croat Br i tain 

were allied asalne t Cer:nany (even t housh • • c ontinued to 

profess neutrality) that CoD:lany 110Uld forbear rroc ottaok-

ing our por ta It It suited hor general atrctegy. Therotoro 

we lost not hing by launchtns ourselves openly on tho side 

er our traditional ally. Ir on the other hand 1n tho vain 

hope ot avert1n ~el'tle.n attack we , by our 1ntranstge.anoe, 

c:.-e.ote a situation in t'!"'"...i ch a:::.e!"ica ai:.d ..,reat 3r1tain felt 

Juat1r1ed 1n ualng rorce against u1 , we wcu_d find ourselves 

without a rriond i n .be world , becauee tr the streto~y or 

Germany re qu ired the dootruotlon or our Porto in order to 

cut oft aupplleu lllld sh i pping aooOl:ll:lOdatlon from the Anslo­

A.c.er1can all iance , we would rind our1elv1a attacked an the 

one !land by the ..xis and cm the ot he r band by the London­

o1ast.1ngtOA a 11ance , and s o end up • • an outcast amongst 

the nattcn• with no t r iand to protect our 11 erties or to 

assi st In the a palllns probl .. or poot- war rooonstruotlon; 

end at the 11111.0 ti~• we would heve converted our paople , 
scattered aa thoy are thro ughout the !:naliob-apee.Jc1ng 

world , Into on outoaet race with tha hand or ever y e1&n 
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ai;a1nst thell. 

Tho diftioult1oa ot this s1 t •nion are not under ­

estimated but it cannot be too straigly omphssized that 

passive 1noct1on in the present situation •IOUld be crimi­

nal and i• tho surest way ot precipitating the very disaster 

<th1ch ovor1body in the country is most concerned to avoid . 



, 
January 22 , 1941 , 

J.ly dear Booe : We got a very good re C: ept.1on or the i naugur al on 
the r adio and got a bi g kiok out or it • We feel u hundred per oent 

with you over here. No re s ervations or oritioiem. rhe right thing done c:-' 

and what apparent l y was i mpOHSible beooming faot , It has been aomething 

or a ~low for the I rish Patriot to feel that t t e United States h~d 

begun t o f eel tha t t here were mor e important thi ngs than sustaining 

him against ~ritain . I have no proof but there are indioati one that 
the Gove rnment haa be en t aken by surprise al though I have been predio t irg 

somethi ng of the sort for five months They ev, idently have been get­

ting reports indioating that t he -"rieh Amerioan ex t remists and Isolati01-

i et and Germanophiles t oge ther woul d def~ any active a i d f or 
·r 

~ritain and any interventionis t polioy. I s ent a long detailed memorant\1"1 

of my last t alk with ~r. ~eValera ( too long f or you to r ead) a week 
ago. I had to l d Sean T. O' Kelly that I was afraid to talk fran kl y 

" . to hi.m and 0 1 Kelly had said go to it. \le likes it . So I let out , 
that it""" The gist or 1t waa not so muoh Irish neut rality that was oausing 

" the sympathies or our two oountriee to diverge ae the impression 

Al!lerioan newspaper men got that the l r i eh w~d gritain to be beat en 
• even if they went down too, that sinoe he had oaptt~ized hatred of 

aritain for politioal advantage he oo\.tl.d not esoape hi s share of r es -

poneib111ty for :i:il.: I r ish publ ic opinion even though he 

.or1tain to win • Now the question wae what to do about 

himself 
'l 

it• YOU 

want ed 

may have 

seen the telegram i n whioh I oondeneed the oonvere&tion. ~ e•n i ftim 
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~ I s ent him a cop~ of the a i de•memoire ten days ago and he has not 

~ oomplainod of i t • O'Aolly said i t had done good • O'Kelly would 

consid er a deal with 11J1 r ecogiition of tho two islands as a unit 

for defens e as the prioe for ending Partition but M.r, D. V. lays hi e 

ears baok and telle me that though he can eeo t he foro e of treating . 
tho two ~elands as a unit for d efene~ he has a~t to have part itition 

ended wi t hout paying any prioe. So t here you are • Yest erday I -'°ent 
American 

hi m a lot of State ~opartment Bulletin ext r acts of "edi t ori al opinion 

includi ng tho last Rallup poll on should Ireland l et England have 
I 

the ports168 per c ent for , 16 against 1and 21 undooided , In So• t h Boston, 

Providence e t ec . smong f irst and a ll'Bond generation Irish ~O per oeri.t 

~to~ , ~2 aBSins~8 undeoided, I f ear this has Jolted him for he ha s J:z 
•' 

Just t el . phoned a sking me to oome in and s ee him. I would be having 

a better b1me if I had any •!Jtxt:-t.:x 
"' 

of the tuation J , 
quick cl ear cu s olut o myself. 

I can ' t find anyone who has one . At t he moment I think the mos • ~mu.I 

that t he .,rit i sh can do 1e to try for guarenteee that if tho Ger-
' I mane invade1DeValera will not •1<ai t and see "but oall the" i n at oll.oe • 

If he would do thi s definitely in wfriting he might get a,pledge as to 

endi ng Partition. Perhaps before this r eaches you events wil l have 

solved the d eadlook. I hope you are s ending some one to London who 

will execute you.r poli oy. For the last twenty two days we have had 

a Now England Winter with the lawn snow covered and the plUJDbing burst­

ing, And I have had an attack of bronchi t i s . I l e t my innooulations 

run out • I al ways thi nk I oan equueeze out an extra month of i mmunity 

qnd eave money • Maude Joins me in much love 

gratefUl and a ppreciative of being kep t on. 

Aff 

We are both very 



• 
~JY',}Y\ --
~ February 10th 1941 . 

~ 

J.ly dear Eleanor : Encl osed is mY check tor .;\321. 27 beine the 
a.mount of the 'H vol i Tax whi oh Me.ude ca.bled you a.bout • It we.a dee.r 
of you to r emember us at Chriatme.s, I have invested my aha.re of i t in 
a. ee.lmon rod al though wi th the gaso~ ine situati on as it ia at pree­
ent1 ther e will be ve ry li t t l e fishing • In a mo t or car,one oan ge t 
b&ok f rom almost any part of Ireland in a couple ot hours so t hat it 
anything t urns up1one oe.n be 

another matter1Iriah t r ains 

baok on the Job . But train t ravel i e 

ta.king sometimes a whole~ do a hundred 
milea, if oh.anges have to be made. We have had a ha.rd1 oold 1 dark three 
months but there i s now an appearance of spri ng and the long ni ghts ll:&' 

have shortened. I am glad to t ell you that ~aude i s r eally better 
than I have known her to be i n a long long t i .me . You Jcnow how stub-
born she is • Well ever sinoe she he.s been havi ng t he pain in t he 
baok other neok 1di agnoaed by our Dr . Aennedy i n Sarasota aa a gouty 
neuri t is I have been urgi ng her to try the wat er cure and out out 
so muoh sugar • At l a. a t she ha.a t ried it and i t he.a me.de a. most a.me.zing 
ohllllge tor the bet t er • She i s gr and her e , gets on with everybody 
and likes t he Government lriah which i a most i mportant of all. It ia 
neoeeear y Just now to make a apeoial fuse about al l purely • riah 
people and mo vementa1beoaus e it i s obvious t ha t the '.Irish Government 
ia not going t o get from the Uni ted Sta tea the things t hey would like~ 

as long a.a the pr evailing sentiment of the country i s a gai net 

our a i d to bri tain policy • Before you get t hi s and as soon as th• 



• Lease and "'end bill pass es, bei ng anti- ~1·1t i sh here 1 ie goi ng to be. 
tantamount to being anti- American tor the purposes of t he war, 
For months I have tried t o prepar e Mr. DeVal er a f or thie but they have 
not believed me • Hi s for e i gn offic e i s very weak and they have 
r eli ed on what they have hear d from the Jrish-American pressi r e 

evident~ 

groups 
whi ch were out to beat t he PrPs i den t i n the r ecent electi on • The ... Depart ment and t he President have ~oked me up in the most wonderful 
manner i n th i s Job and now we are r eachi ng a poi nt wher e Mr , DeYale ra 
has got to f i sh or out bai t , But i t i s all t he more i mportant on t hat l~ .. .... 
very accoU.nt for ue t o be a s "l;iah as poss i bl e on all possi ble ... . 
i - suea and on al l possi ble oocaaiona . One enterpri se whi ch I embark­
onwi th purely oaloul o.ted motives turned out 1. o be very r ewar di ng. 

A debati ng society of members of the 4echniO!i.l Schools1asked me to 
at t l.nd a meeting and I was eo i ntere sted that I accepted !l.n i nvitation 
to presi de at a debate later on • They are all under privelese~ and 
can never go t o college but t hey are the livest 1most intelli~ent and 
tolerant group ot~riah people I have me t • I oan s ee that if you 
were here 1they would be living i n yorir pocket . !!oat of them are ea~ng 
thier own livi ng whi l e taking courses • Maude went wi th me t he l as t 
t ime and wa s much impres s ed 

'7e got a deliehtf ul l etter from you yest erday i n Vlhi ch you desoribed 
the fami ly r euni on for t he Thi rd inauguration . Al s o giving us news 
of Ti fi &i e 's accident and ' 3us i e s condition. If Tissie w.!11, go drivi ng .. 
to t he Art'o Cir cle in midwinter some thi ng i s bound to happen . we eot 
a oable yes t er day asking tor news of ue . Poor dar l i ng she makes her-
s el f 

down 

very lonely • Kaud~ ;-i~t J~~:J i f we didn' t. have a knok­
ba ttle every little while}:· Bu t she is learning to take all ki nde 

ot people muoh easi er than she uned t o take them. By the t i me we 

are dead we s ha l l both be aooompli shed i n t he art of l i ving. 
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Our experience here i s do i ng a gTeat d eal tor both of ua1 and 
tries continuously more interesting. If one ~· really t o 

beoomea 

I am beginning to see t ha t i t means ~etting inei de
1
a t 

do the Job / 
')..,..... 

least the A i mportart t-
phases of the national lite

1
so that claEI one doesn ' t have to rely 

on what foreign office ot fioial e tell "9~ 1 but can Judge of the for c es 
\ that are ehaping the national poli cy f or one~s self • Things are very 

complicated here beoauee t here i s a double eet of political force s ueua l 
constantly at work.i.. the x'faJnSr«x oaloulable foroes of reasonabl e 

___ It. ~ "'· s elf inter est a~otional toroes that ~ motivate aotion i n 
unpredictable ways. The great thi ng t he DeVal eru government ha s 
done and i s doing

1 is to govern in the interest or the under priveleged 
as far a s pos s i ble. They have a r eal new deal her e whioh i s altogether tr:....--admirable exoept,._party bitte1·nese makes it i mpossibl e to draft notable admini strative 
persona wi t h speoial~ qualifioationa if they suppor t the Opposi t ion, 
It 18 a s i f 1'"ranklin oould not invite l!r. Knudsen to take kDI the Job 
he has given him beoauee it would creat e a r evolt among the Democrats . 

a. 
In regard to refl,~ions with the outsi de world , especially Engl and .J 

even t he Prime minister lives i n a dream- wish- world . He and those 
who fol low him cannot see t hat a small nation without coal , iron 
or means of def ense can live aoross a s ort of ~ast River f r om Britain 
and be free and independent in the s ense that a oontinentllll wi de 
state or f ederation of s tates oan be independent and fre e • Th.!l f eel i;....... <(; that if they are wi l ling t o die for t his end, it ia their right" a s i f 
I should say t hat if I wer e wi l ling.to die f or i t I could be ei ght 
fe et tall. J.lr , DeValera defends thi s i llusi on with t he genius of a 
Jesuit attprney always shif ting his ground i n argument to a position 
in whioh he is unassailable on moral grounds • When any kind of pressum 
is put on hi m whether of eventa,oTer whioh no one hae oontrol 1or 
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-as the consequence of errors of pol i cy er admi nistration he ha s Lhe 

unf a ili ng es cape of char 5i ng 1 t to England ' s i mperia li stic ~UQ 

arrogance • Thi e att i tude and method do .. nbt appear in personal t a lk 
but they i nva riably do appear in public utter ances • I t i a probable have 
that t here IDla been s erious blunders in the adminstrat i on of national 
supply but he will stand by his mini sters and whether by a whisper i ng 
campaign or by inuendo i n public s peeches wil l make the people 

believe i t 1s all due to l!ri ti sh pressure • In a recent speech he 

used substantially thi s expression : We are thoroughly blockaded 

by both bellifgerents whether by des i gp or not b;i: desifi!! . "To hi s 

I r ish public/ that last phrase tells the story. His a libi f or the tuture 
is planted . There are many good r easons why he should keep hi s 

c ountry neut ral. It has no adaquat e def ense fo r one t hing but i f h e ~ 

f elt that he should contribut e 

rights which he r elies upon he 

to the aide r.hi ch i s upholdi ng the 
the 

would a t least 
/\ 

politica l suppor t t hat keeps hi m i n power • The 

the cu~tody of the Lion's ta i l i s the one who 

greatl y weaken the 
i n Ireland 

Jl!D pol! tiv\ an I. who has 

rets i na power • If ~r . 

De. V. ever let Lhat obJect get out of his hands he would be lost 

for his adminis t r at ion i s expensive and not ver y efficient • Sut 

with the tai l , his very hi gh personal honesty a s to money , hi e genuine 
sympathy f or the under dog he wiil be very difficult to defeat . 

I like him ver:-• much t hough I despair of coping with hi m. He has it 
ouy -:--

over me l ike a t ent . For months heAi!ilanoeuvred LlOt~Oeorge and ended 

up by provoking him to make t he f a ta.l mistake of threatening " i ns tant 
and t errible war" , a t hreat which vi t i ated the A.n~lo-!rish set t lement 

of 1922 . Give our l ove to dear Tommy and all t he famil y . Frartklin's 

vision and uncanny leader ship in the past months wil l probably have 

changed the oouree of hiaebry. I t will rank wi th the battles cf r oura 

and Vi enna . It i a very ins piriting t o be s erving under him. aff ~, -
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Tueeday Feb . 4. 1941 . 

My dear Franklin : I had i t in mind to iovite l!r . Wilkie to come to 

I reland and t elegraphed the Secretary to inquir e it he approved, He :illa& 

thought it inadvisable . The)\ i t was announced that Mr , VI , wae co~ing 

on hi e own 1J1d I t el egraphed again saying that I thouaht it important 

that be should not come at all or else oome under our auspices. The 

r eply was that the Secretary thought it unlikely that llr, 'lfilkie 

would come to Ireland. About s even o'olook last evening Joe Walshe 

( External Affairs) oalled me up and said be had Just heard that l.!r. w. 

was oomi ng arrivi ng about nine thirty the following morniog • He said 

that litr . IV . find.li ng him eel ! only an hour away from Dublin in Manohestir 

hod deoided to run over and had got in touch with Dulanty , the ~ilh 

Figh Commissioner in London to arrange it • Walshe asked me and Chapin, 

our s ecretary to l unoh on Mr. ~eValera's behalf and asked us to assist 

in meeting Mr. Wilkie. Well , we got up i n the dark at 8 a . m. Daylight 

Saving) and were at the aeriodrome at 9 .30 where I wlllked the runway II'. 

with Frank Aiken f or Just two hours. They had a puonture in Manoheet "ZA. 

Jus t at s tarting. ffenoe the delay. I had meant to bring t hem to t he 

Legation for a wash and a oup of ooffee but ther e was no t ime and we all 

went to the Government builf ding to Mr. DeValera'e otfioe where the 

r equisf ite was done • They do these things b etter thlln we do . we give 
,. .... 

away no twent y )ear old trish. Mr . w. wsia went into a huddle with 

).!r , DeVa. i n his oftioe and I talkl d to Lan Thorne and Cowles the 

publi sher who I had never met. I was in the oar with Wilkie f r om the 

A"i1f1 I' • 
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air field but so Y.aa Frank Aiken so I had no ohanoe to speak to him 

in fri vate. 'fe had a 

flow oft to have t ea 

qu1ck
7
verypleasan t l unah and 

with tle6rge Rex. T~is was not 

Wilkie and party 

advorti aod in 

Dubl i n before he loft • I had a half minute 's talk with hi m in the 

toilet atter lunoh. I said " di d it go all right?" Ho whispered. 

I handed him a couple of Jol ts. • Thats aJ.l tho i ns i de I got. I was 

on the l ef t ot Mr. Dev. at lunah and askod him how he got on . Ho looked 

s our and said" Ot oourse one hae mo time in an hour to explain our 

position" I said well, I think you did a vory aourageoue thing in 

asking him over , a s the ~ermans and Italians will not like it, He 

shurugged his ehouldore and sai'~Oh. \'loll." Du~l~y dined with mo ic;,..-~..._ 

He i s charming but ge t s tight. B efo r e he got blo t to I gathered f rom 

him that The Dominions Offioe had fixed up the trip for l!r. w • Either 

Mr. DeV. i s meditating a shift i n his orienta tion or els e the n.o. put 

over a fast one on him for the ineeoapable offoot of the visi t 

t ho J., "· " 
on.(Iriah publio mind is tha l~r . w. was hore Bolling Ai df to ~ritain , 

Befor e this r eaohee you you will have hea rd the in6i de . But I think 

Dev. was oall8ht off balanae f or onoe. 

"Confi d ontial sourooa " [!or your ear James 

t ho Opposition and Opposition memb er of the 
,,... . s..v.u..-­

that tho afternoon of t he Fi fth ~ informed 

Dillon deputy loader of 

d'ofene o c!ounai l] inform me 

"" (; the Council ~ the State 

of the ~tion. and i ts many di f tioultiee and said that i n the matter of 

ge tting arme 

~ 

t he Amerioan minietor whom he presumed was euggeting the ,. 
t. ver y 

views of tho Pr,l!ident was not,.helpful • This roferrod to my aonvereat i -

ion with him / on the 22~anuary when I sa i d that while I had no instruct­

! tone from m.y government on the point 1I would not r eoommend that he 

should be gi ven an allottmen L of arms and supplies from Amerioa 

1 
l f f 01· 

un eaa JffI• he on a hsof c"' he wero r eady to engage hi meeh 
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t hat AFTER he was i nvaded. and hie neutrality des troyed. he would 

co-opera t e wi th the ~llies for the dul'Qtion , my r eason being t he 

distur bing i mpres s ions I had been receivi ng of t he t rend of I rish publl~ 

tlD opinion, He refused. to make any engagements • The ilefense Council 

Opposition members lis t ened i n stony Silence and l a t er t old him 

through Dillon t ha t t hey f eared hie polioy wae l eadi ng them to a 

situation in whioh they might be eimulat aneously at war with ~ritain, 

the 1 ermans, the United St ates and. themsel vee. I am s ending 1\r , Dev, a 

copy of t he memorandum of our conversation on Jan, 22 with :t>m a 

coveri ng letter
1
a oopy of whi oh I enclose. It has s eemed impossible 

to make any of thes e people r ea liz e what was going on i n the U. S. A. 

or that the American pepple had very little unders tanding or sympat hy 

wiih Mr, DeVa lera 'e aoademio oontentione , I have no one to consult with 

about t he l i ne I o\18ht to take and if I am getti ng out on a limb 

t elegram ,, ., 
s end me a A..i:tx.. saying oear e:tv.l but I f eel that I only oan be helpful 

to you and to I r ' land by t rying to i nterpret your policy AJID I TS 

lllPLICATIONS to this government . I t i s better that t hey get t hei r 
the shook 

fe et on the ground even i f t hey blame me for :ti than that they 

" should go on i n the world. of unr eali ty i n whioh they a r e existing. 
1 

A bad eoonomi o s i t uat ion is iminent. lf_t t rol and ooal shortage has d l!J!!.O rol.' 

i z ed the oountry'e industries and. there is already d.ietres~ fr';m·\~zs 

new unemployment. If the government has no more imagi nation and fore­

s i ght i n ooping with this than they have shown in regard. to t he 

shortage of supplies they are i n for a bad t ime which the Oppos i t i on 

wil l let them enJoy to the f ull • Their weakness i s t hat they are afr atl 

to call i n outstandi ng private oitzens as emergency men • They would 

be oharged with s el ling out t o the!ritieh. With on-.; or two exooptione 

t he whole government i e of t he t i mber of the Dutohees co . Boar d of 



4 . 

Supervisor s • The Dail makee me think of the Supervisors moeti nge 
that 1 used to report in Monroe oounty when l worked on the Rochester 
tlllion and .-dvertieer. Have you heard this one ? Some pe.,ple i;oing by 
a grave yar d saw lil man kneeling down oy a gr ave and oryi ng out Oh why 

" did you die? Oh Vlhy did you di e ? • " They said to him, you must bu in 
H.n H. '' 

'\ gr eat grief , I am , he sai d, Would it be your mother ? t hey usked , 
" .. It i s not my mother, he said . 'Nould it be your father? rt is not my 

" father . Vlould i t be your wi f e? No
1

he said . 'P iie• i :ho ma; ts ' c .. .. 
?.:y wife' s fi rat husband . lt W. 

I hear no thi ng :tx but prais e from the J.morioan newspaper people who 
kno~ Winant • To mo i t ae ema a t en strike appointment, an entirely 
new i dea in Ambassadors to ijritain • 1 Unless there is some obJeotion 
to i t I wi sh you woul d suggest that I be ordered over for a weeks 1 He and Jj,. oonsultation with him later on • wexought to work together on t he preserti 
Job assumi ng the passage of the Lease and Lend Bill. L!aude and I arc 

admiring tho way you are handling thi s pieoe of legislation. It is 
expeoted to pass t he House today. 

Cod Bl ess you. Love to everybody. 
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!:arol lo , lo-..1 . 

l'y dear Fr1mkl1n : \'le are very full of your apeeoh mt.de the 01.he1· nic,~ 

at the "lhi te House Correapondenta dinner . DY the time you 0et this 
it vrill have passed into histor y and we shull be enteri ne; upon 1.hfext 

I phase • Havin had a years er.perienoe in watohinc p1blic sentiment 
i n a mini ature country und trying i n a feeble a nd indirect way 1.0 
e~ert eome influence upon i t , I c11n appreciate as never bofore 
the t.echinque of yo U' st11te smunahi p 

have had your prophetic viaion 1bu1. I 
political 

• I thin a number of people ma; 
other 

think no ~iving JIJ!\er iclln aould 
have transl ated i t into,..aot ion aud I.hilt. is ninety per cent. of thts 
m"tter. I suppose r.od £UVe y ou a strenuous wife 1.md 11 .iet. of 
brbnoho children to pr uo tiae you in this matte r of putient · ait. i ng 
for the moment • I pei some e xercise of that kind myself , 
I haven't writ t en l ou l ate l y bec11use I know how over 1Torked i.nd 
over worri ed :YOU must be • But I hav e wri tten v er:; fully to 
Sumner '.Vellea , a l etter whioh Bill Don11vt..n 011rried baok 1wid I telegru~ 
every t hi nE that dppears to h11ve significance , I have JuG t. been 
reading l..r, DeVal era ' e broadcast 1.0 Amerioa \ .hioh i,oes on ton i t.,ht . 
It will do him no good over there . He cannot g e t out of this self ­
centered drear.i world and real ize that the lrieh will be goose-.i~eppin~ 
i f dr i t i an ,goes d own , It he should givo me an openi ng I VIOUld l "--< 
this kind o f 1. talk with him. 

" I " woul(I say. Su ppo11e we give y ou 1•. heat; how a r e you going to get it 

to Irelund~ You have no ships • ~ill you ask ,hri1. i ah s eamen to 
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risk their liv c.s, Nill ~·ou 1'.Sk the protection or ~ritish ocnvoys 

and r ooon6i z e no i ndebtedness !or the s ervioe 1 but on the other hand 

inot.ruot public opi nion !or politioal ends to m ... ke no d i atinotion 

'' bet~een the belligeren ts? 

I \'.Ould say , ·~1:.t do you oei.n b, uol ! su!fioi enoy ? no~. 
c un tr;v of thr ee mi llion people wi thoui ooa l or il·on 01• o thei· miner a ls ; 

without rubber , oil , ootton , better grade wools, hemp , t e i.. ooffoe , 

wine , oitrus fruits , vegi ta~le oil& , silk, Limber , chemioal s , 
( .. 

talk ~bout not huvinR a ltogether a ttt:. i ned s elf su!fioiency • 
•I 

I .:oul d As:• , ho• could y ou defend yoursel f over ni t hi i.gainsL 

" a n;v third r a t e poner1 unle ss i t wua /Jr i t i sh policy to p1·oteot you2 

I !lm very bri6}lt • rHing to you but i f I were tulkinc;. to him 

in hi 0 o ' fic e I couldn ' t pin him down . ne would oake i. monke! or me . 

~ Thi s runn i ne a government on hat r ed jArano ther oountry i s "' very 

d11ngeroue th i ng r.n<i i s bound to l und him on t he aori.p heup evtintual ly , 
d>~c..Jl 

r t i s beoomi ng cl~ t.o me that the e pi t ome of :tu I r i sh ,. history fot-

the p .et nine teen !·e i.r o i s this : Cosgr uve •i i ed hon~ stly to i o9lement 

oo- oper ation XllJi #i thin the ~1 iti sh Comt'lon~eulth o:f ~Lions and ooncil• 

iation t o" &r d Ulster . • e had Ul ster i..lmost ready to oome i n . ro do I 
thia he lu.d to l ot t,O the Lion ' s t t:.i l. De Valer a t,Ot hold o f 1 t , owne 

into power on the twist i ngs that he gi..ve i t
1

t.nd still has ii . ?oor ,..,,._, 
:os g r a ve tried to run after h i m and get a" hold on the tail but he 

bod no ohanoe • The %xx I. R. A. ieaoh li f t er the t ail a nd wor1·y the 

r rimo mini ster . He elv1k es t hem off by g i ving it a n ext r a twiat , 

I L will bo ha r d to make hie loosen hi s e r a sp bu t he h~ s hlionhted 
i: j. Ulster P O th~t no sitfo i ment oan oome about while he i s i n p01.er . 
" 

Thefon e t h i ne thut oan 

t hat he ha e i gnored1 l e 

,. 
si.'lfe him :from h i mself and tho 1mpo,.derables 

tl 1f'erman inva s i on whioh will foroe h i m t.o 
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c ome out asatnst Hitleriem • He ants E:nc.J.and to wi n out h ie 

paroohi&l estima te of the i mportW1oe of considerations of .Ir i sh 
~- s 
~ blind hi m to enl i htened self i nterest , Chr~iun pri nc i ple 

and ·•ll s ense of re .lity, He will not realize th1<1. it w11.e the 
f or !r!._lan~ 

..lanoheeter Guardia n thu t won the Blaok and Ta n wa~ot !Uoh11el 

' Collin f JI 17Uerillu s l'lho were fin i s hed 11 t the time of Lhe truce , 

11 thi s i e f a l s i f i ed f or i r i sh children whose school hi s tori es 

sugeeet t hat the "epubl1011n Army beat ~1·i 1.11 in at the hei t ht of her 

pov er . 'fie have hlld 11 • ood de&.l Of thG.t ourselves but i.l Lho.it)l 

t here prob&bl y ~ould ha ve been no Yorkt ovm wii.hout French Lid the 

two situations a re not oompLr G.ble . lhe mos t t r agic thinL thaL I have 

me t with i n I re l &.nd i s thi s i nouloa ted kt:xll h tred of ..Britain 

i n the young. "11th a gre1<t muny 1i t do esnot t11ke 1but i t tu..Ces with 

en ough enormous l y to oomplio11.te the i nevitable co- oper 11.t1011 whi oh 

must be worked ou t i f Ir1 l und i e t o survive as a state • 

• .aude s ends you 11. t,i·eut de;;l of l ove • ·1:e .. re no L eo hot here ae 

we 1\er e but she ke eps her hand i n wi th the ~ e nian women • Foi·~y ihr ee 

oov1e i n our back lard, ~hree belongi ng t.o us, have Juet b11en e l i.ught ­

ered beoi.use of f oo t and mouth di sense . Onl y one an im11l 1.11s i n fected 

and t he meat of the uninfected beasts v.as wasted , 
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Killruddery , 
ti~ Bray -u.... c,,.....w u ~ c~ . 111okl ow . 

<?~ ,JQ ~) . 
If.arch 10, 1941. 

Dear 1!:r. Gray , 

Somehow I fee l I must tell you what we are feelins , 

my husband and I , of a bsolute glorious gratefulne ss to 

your g:ueat country and your magnificent President . What 

an Or ator. \'le Jus t thank God. All those night mare 

months s ince !.lay when we scarcely dared f ace up t o t he 

next day - forsa1cen - utterl y "Let down" . Life was almost 

t oo hard to bear and now the gr eat hope. Your Pres ident ' s 

magni f icent Loving Vi brant words mus t •move " the whol e of 

mun end woman k i nd . How one want s to show one ' s greet 

t henkfUl nees . Whatever is ahead of us now we are not 

alone - Thank God. 

l '.y poor husband hne been really ill with a horrid F'lu 

and alas I have collapsed with 1t also and we are f eeling 

quite awful. To wha t depths of misery Flu oan drag one . 

Thi s wants no answer please but do remember us both to 

your wife and yourse l f . One f oele so cut off mi nus petr ol 

but hope we may meet again one day. 

Yours. 

Aileen Meath. 
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Hil l brook , 

Castleknook , 

Co . Dublin. 

Sir, 

llonday 17th. 

llay I express to Your Excellency the feeling of 

deep grat itude and sincere admiration that the marvellous 

speech of President Roosevelt has b1·ought to my heart 

of' Frenohrnan. This means f or my country recovery of 

ft'eedom . 

\le are v ery g lad that you and Mrs . Gray were ao 

kind as to accept our invitation to l unch next Saturday 

at one fifteen . 

Jtay I ask you to believe me 

Very sincerely yours , 

L. Badin. 
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4th • 1941. 

lly dear Boss : ~net nieh t J ames Dillon made a devastating attaok 

on the ' eneorehi p i n whioh he quo ted with great effect f rom your 

r t c ent speech i n which you enumerated t he rit)l.ts that wer e worth 

dyi ng to pr eserve. It woul d have been a greaL speech in any legis­

lature and was so documented that ther e was no reply to i t . ~r. Dev. 

di d as well as c ould be done by sayi ng that a censorship was needf\ll f 

to pres erve J r ish neut r al i ty and a united country and tha~e thou~ht 

t he oeneor di d a har d and thankle ss Job as well as it could be done 

James caught t hem censoring the Pope and one of t he leadi ng Iri sh 

bi ehope , t hings hard t o l augh of f . Jamee char ged that the vexman 

mi nister comes a round and complai ns and a s ther e i s a school of 

thought 1• hi oh has believed that -S,ermany i s r oing t o win the war 

they Jump t hroueh hoope f or hi m. Di l l on told DeValera that hie 
, \ . 

St . Patrick Day broadcast to rlmerioa had been at the least tactless 
Ire l and 43 

i n that he i mplied that ~ri tain was blookading~qually with 3 ermany 

• 
and suggest ed that America was embarking i n aid of an i mperialistic 

., 
adventure • He d idn ' t think th i s was a good appr each to gett i ng 

thi ngs I r eland needed f rom the U. S. A. DeV. t ried to wribele out by 

saying t hat he had sai d t hat i n bl ockading each other t hey both 

blockaded I reland and that h• woul d stand by that • Then Dillon r ead 

the figures oa impor ts f or t he f irst year of t he war whi ch showed 

caroel y a.ny diminuti on f r om Bri t a i n . He also pointed out that 

ever ythi ng t hey were gett i ng t oda y whi ch was sti ll a gr eat deal 

• 
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oame rrom Britain direotly or indireotly 
Iri sh ~ 
Sx:t%bdl ships 8'IMi murdered !riah seamen 

and was still doine theae thinge1 it was 

wae not on the same foot i ng as ?ermany 

. .\s ~r!tain had not sun Jc 

and as ~emany bud done 

obvious to him that Britain 

All Dev. oould eay to this 

was that t he peopl e wan ted to keep out of the war and he intended to 

oarry out t heir wishes. MiaXlllo~ The mor al weaknes s of hie position 

ie t hat :1Xx1:s of the man who i s beati ng a r i de 

orit icize the conductor . 

and w11nte to 

You must be having the helluva time wi th t he Communist s fomt1nii ug 

strikes • You'll get t hem rounded up i n the end but i t ia very 

bad medici ne for the moment, 

One of the seoretariea of the Frenoh legation lunched here today. 

He says tha t i f Darlan doesn ' t play str a i ght t he be at thing would 

be for Washi ngton and South America to withdraw r ecognition of Yichy, 

t hat mos t of t he oareer di ploma t s would resign i n sympathy • He said 

'I:. 

we di dn ' t understand how important recognition was to Yiohy in keeping 

up t he pretense t ha t France was independent He said Le~run before 

the armi stice was about to t•o to Africa but was dissuaded by .i'etai n, 

on the pleas that i f he di~ Viohy could get no reoognition . Some of 

them her e still think Ja r lan i s playing a doubl e game on Hit l er, other 

that he i s a S. O. B. n et and out only for Darlan l ike Laval . 

Jamee Dillon dined here the other ni ght and di soussed the question 

of eoonomi c pressures on DeV and how the best approaoh to the ports 

oould be made if we beo ome aotively engaged or i f we ge t to the poi nt 
' <Zr.'.,....) 

of oonvoyi ng . He th i nke that Lhe promis e of what Dev neede~in America)) 

ehips i f thos e ships and t he oonvoyi og war ships are allowed to 

use~ Irish ports would be very very di fficult for hi m to retuae. 

Thero mi eht be s omethi ng i n th i s . 
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He thinko i t i s probable t hat Aiken has been empowered to make dOme 
euoh dea l. P.e th i nks t o that i t i s qui te poeeible that DeV. lw.s 
figured i t out this way ~ Ai the r i ght moment ~ whioh wlll 
oo-inoide wi th •he sinking ot eome lrieh ship he will riot i n the , 
Dail and say , " God knows I have leaned baolcl urds in the{ff'ort to 
be neutral but no man wi th red blood oan stand anymore of this . " 
Of oourse Oennan inva sion would be the best and easiest solution. 
He said Slacx l ust ni t ht that if 1 ~ o&me, thoee on his s i de would not 
be les s resolute in opposing it t han those who appeared t o oar e 
l ose for neut rality. 

I haven' t s een him sinoe the l as t "1Der1oan broadoast . I had to oool 
out . I t ol d the Vioe Premi er t hat i t was apparent hi s ohief had 
no idea what was going on in "1!1er1oa and that t he epeeoh wae a s well 

z oaloulated t o prevnt Ireland .. • 
getti ng what she want ed as was possible. 

•• !.ly line now i s to be very cheerful and say, well boys this is ~ 
ehow1only if you fina that our thi ngs a re uva ilable only for 
thos e doing their bi t forne: mooraoy don ' t be surprised . You can't • •• have i t both ways . 

l!aude s ends her best to you'une . 

Aff 
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P. S. 

If tho American .unbaesador to the Court of St . Jamee hue not 

sent you the enc l osed he is not on the Joo • Replace hi m With a 

eood man . The pof1em i s said to be the work of A. P. Herbert . 

b. 
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TELEGRAM 

~qr ;lll[q~ ~llltsr ~ J_ 
43Vm . RA, 1 2- 11:40 a . m. ~a.sJring±on ~ 
Dublin, Apri l 10 , 1 941 I 
L. c. Mrs. Frankl i n Roosevel t / 

Lovi ng t hanks, Happy East er to all. 

Gray. 

j 
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Apr i l 22 , 1941. 

. ., dea r Bos s : J.'om Campbell i s l eaving in a f ew mi nut es ti.nd I have 

a chance t o s end yo,;. a line wh i c h oucht t o 2·each you wi thin ten 

days. He oame over yest erday a t a good dea l of i nc onvi enc e t o hims el f 

and I t ook h i m t o t he "'rime 1!1nist er in t he afte rnoon and las t nigh t 

we had a l i t. tie dinne r with t he s i x bes t cabine t mini s t ers and the 

f i r s t free discus sion I ha ve heard since I came here . I to l d \.hem 

t hat transportat ion wa s t he e s s ence of t he situat ion and by bei ng 

unable or unwilling to cont 1i but e t o t he sa fe ty of the s ea l anes 

t hey were me.ki ne i t very d i f ficul t for us to help t hem • Their of f er 

t o defend their own te r r i t ory i f we would arm them 
1
wa s all right but 

t hat wa s not a contri bution to t he essence of the pr oblem . I t a l l 

went pleasa ntly enoueh but we go t no encouragement . 111 t he after­

noon DeVa lera t ol d us that h ' considered t ha t we had abandoned our 

positi on of neut r a li t y and s o could not give us port f a ci l ities 

asa fellow neutra l i f we should a sk fo r them. It i s very diffi cult to 

know what is wise and right in t he ciroumstanoes • .11.t present I am 

inclined to believe t hat eoonomio pre s sure i s t he only t hing t ha t 

may bring them t o r ealize t he ir s ituation but i t is possible the~ will 

make it anot h er mar tyr dom • rhey a r e gl1Htons for puni shment • What 
I a lovely fell ow Campbell i s • He has been really very helpful . They 

a ll took to him and trus ted hom f r om the s t art . He wil l tell you 

t he situati on a s of this date. Take oa re of yourself. Aff 

L:S.ude s ends l ove t o you all . 





: .a: 7 , 194 l , 

Dear Bos s : Hany thanks f or your c ryptic lines about t.he !.!onroe Co. 

Supervisors . It ia a grea~ help to know ~hat you unde r s t and 1·1 hat 

we are up against h er e • there i s a d i spatch going to t he nepatt men t. 

in this pouch ·::hi c h gi vea i n some d t ail the interview with 
,.... 

l!r . DeVale 
f 

in which we told him about Aiken and about his own anti - Sritish 

ventures in the 'J. S. A • • An A. P . man had tol d me that i n a recent 

ti. lk wi th t he Prioe l!inis t er h e had said sourly " that he was t ired 

of peing pushed aoout by t hat f el low" m• an ing yo u 1so that I took 

an unchristian ea~isfac tion i n aski ng hi m what he mea nt b~y sayi ng 

t hat ~ri t a.in was blockading Irela nd equally wi th §e nnany 1 in hie 

broa dcast to America i n words that took me a good d eal of t i me 

to choose. Half way t.h1·ough he got red a s a beet , und ehou~ed out. , 

" This i s an i mpert i nence to que s tion the statements of t he h ead 

of a state . " I said that I was not prepared to argue t hat with h i m 

but that he must remem~er thai he d el ivered bis meoeage to . .,mer­

ioa at a time when f eling was very t e nse, that h i e anti-~ri tieh 

~riende had t ried to bea t. you, which they had a right to do , . hat 

t hey ha d t r ied to beat the l end and lea se aot and '"ere now engaged 

i n tryi ng to sabot age the American aid to ~r1tain polioy I.hat i n 

e ncour agi ng anti-~1 t i sh s entiment in • ..mer ioa he oould only be regarded 

( unless there wer e another ex pl nnation for hi s language) as i no i Ung 

opposition to the America n Government • Re c a lmed down then and we 

went on Wi th t he piece • 



.. ,, 
I }(. ven ' t been abl e to !ind out yet v.hether he hlls tol d any of his 

think he ·.!. oabinet or the inci dent. There are no outwar d s i ()ls of i t . ·iie). pi geon -
holes everything of this nature but I shall get i t out ot Sean r . ~ 
O' Kelly or Shane MoEntee? whe i s lunchi ng with us on Saturday. 

You prooaoly will have to go on the air to t he Irish people some 
day bef ore ve ry long • ~he reports of speeches like Stimson ' s thi s 
morni ng ( l'.ay 7 about t he need for using the Havy at onoe) are printed publi c 
very fully but no ~di scussion is a llowed Wld no one really lrnov:s wft'1. 
what the people f eel • Take cure of your h eal t h no matter what 
you have to negleot. God Bless you. 

Aff 
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THE WH ITE HO USE 

WASH INGTON 

May 20 1 1941 

MU'.OMNDUM 

, 

The President has offered the I rish 

j,, t J 

Gover nment sale or c h.arter of tV10 s hips to take 

food s uppli es for the civil ian popul~tion of 

Ireland. In eddition to that be ba3 r equested 

Norman Davis to see the Irish Minister and to 

say that the Pres ident v.11 . willing to authori ze 

t he expendit ure of five hundred thousend dollars 

from the Presi dent's r elief fund for the purchese 

of food for t he civili an populations i o Ireland. 

Mr . Norman Davis so advised t he I rish Minister 

yesterday. 
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l :a.,.· .ti . l 'J .. l. 

\~ 

l'~ dee.i Boss : I hel1l'd t.he owmed. version of your Firesi d e tulle 

on the seven o • olook ne" s this morn i n5. The~· made 11. ver: t,ood reuord. of 

it. in London . It i'I Just o.nother 011118 eye , £h'-'t 1 ull I ut.ll d&.~ 

about H . ro r eport on my 0Y1n little shop ,-11 ~ou lu..ve not been Loo 

busy 1· i th more important mat ters ,,01.1 ruuy hi.ve seen m• r at.her .ite&.m.,d -

UP., tel• gr llms on 1.he oonsoripti on si t.uation • I ' d like to s~e \cWiii. ull 

~,:t;Zrted &.11d put i n I.he front line but. it ... ould h .. v., b~en o..dness 

Just now for there is muoh bigger gi.me i n pros eot • • ..r. D. v. 111.e , 

I t.h1nic 1never experienoed suoh a fa.st one "s ~o.i pl.It over 11itil I.he 

two ships and the " ed Croes wheat • Its the only lauJi I • v~ ht.d 

sinoe l fell down the i oe house l ust summer. I htA Just r eceived u 

oopy o! h i s peevish deolination 01 the ships and hie i.nnou:iocment 

thn t he vti.s s tiodn by ;11ken when the papers Od rr1ed the news of 

your'' ~eneroue Cift to the I1·i sh f eople" rhere hue been no lli:1xc 

offi i1al atutement about i t but it en t over bi& with the p..tblio 

whioh of course was whi.t was wanted , You have invented the ritht 

technique fo r t.hi e 81 tua ti on • .Vh11. t ..!. tell hiM doesn't get t.o his 

own O&binet u.nl eee I le1>k i t out to eome oi them. A week ago yuet.erdi.y 

he to l d Cen . Uuloahy1o,poeition Member of the ~efenee Council thut 

I wae 'll i!lrepree e nting I r l and to "aehi ngton and that if I were not. 

I a friend of youre and i f I.he eit111>t ion were not. eo t e nse he would 

e.ek f or my r eoall . ·.c oday I am hi s f t< ir haired boy • I hi.d " h.inoh t.o 

the f i 1·e1. three ulegru.me 1 sent 
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the Dep rtl'len\ of) ~he oonsor1pUon or1s1s • Ic:.ied • t.ely he t.'le­

phoned mo th" nk1n£" me profu<Jely and s1;1.y1ng I ht.d m .• do axainux 

.i.n obJeotive st. ternent of the 81 tuation be~ond .i11 t 1o1sm. •hi J wt.8 

at f ive l' . • • I o;Lme i n !rom dinn er l a te c,nd fol.Uld oull up re~uest . 

He i OModiut.ely begun in L very sour 
11 

voioe to t el l me tbe eeoape 

ol~ use !or Irish y.:x:d:a Cutholio "htionh11Ste oould not be .ooep ied. 

I thourht thi s was hie ,. ell known taotia . He t;et.e : ou hooked in 

prinai ple und then whi ttles av.1.1y . It nwde n e ver~ .. ne;ry wid I t.old 

h i m I l"&.8 t.brough, that. we could not oonsi d er tb.ki ne, uny .1111rt in 

a negotiation v.t.ioh Involved the prinioiple o! p .. r ti tion , t.hi.t i n 

the 1nter·est of auving u t. r a, lo situation if he was not willio,; to 

aJoept a oomprooise without preJud1~~ to !:is position he "i.e tu.d.110 

" 11. dungeroue o ouree and B.{'h ng on thi" ice • On t hia vie l'unc> u p and 

I expected my pa!'lsport i n the oorni ng • Instead while Cosgruve w11s 

here 
1 

asking i f •·1e c ould h elp, n . V. r ang up , sui d that. the ti.l k had 

been unsat.ief&otory on the tele phone so he 1as sendinF me his posit. -

i on in a le tter. Th i s wi..e a ver~ t e mperate, r ensonable documen t b.nd 

I at yonoe to l d hi rn s o nnd hoped that when he dr essed the Di..i l on 
~ more 

~ onday he would ea: no t.hing that • make i t ,. d i ffioult fol' ui.shington 

i n the o• lie the:· felt t heir 1r1terests 1 ere 1nvol v ed . ;vi: en the nev s 

Ot<me t.h~ t Churohill had d,.c i ded ~ to enforce the 01d er he ci,.lled me 

up himself a nd thi,.nked me . I am r.1ore thun ever sure tha t you were 

ripht i n le t t i ng me r ap hi s knuokl es tor " pres aure sroupi nc, •I 

i n h i s Ame r1011n b1·ottdor et • ·•e hated i t. but the who l e t one 01 th111iss 

h e bee n bette r e ver sinoe . the~ hb.ve stopped thi s line ot web.ll 

inuendo i n t.heir speeohes . He ounno t reRl i z e that the ~rish do not 

run ...meriou but 1 L is begirm i ne; t o dbWD on h im • Di llon t < 1111 me he 

is ue ed Lo hi.vine t wo mi ni s t ers, our1> und hh own and is ve1•y sore 
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beo1.use I .tzir.Xn "" noL t1 • .cen i 11 b,:1 hie Le.ihn1 ,ue , ,.s uoo11 • u Uie 111h 
e "' feoL of Lhia l test epeeoh 0 1 yours DeLin1:1 Lo be evident I l ll 
wire '- OU • 

'"& h••d Dan oreen, Lhe gun"'"'" who et.:.rted Lhe oluok i.nd ..:an war 
by ci<l,rdering ho pol1oemen

1 
lunuhing w1Lh ll8 yeaterll.i..y . lie i s now t.n 

m. p . "e hue over a dozen bullet hol es i n him, und ho.a probubly killtid 
twenty oops. l:..ude thourht he i..e tine • 

. S! 



1JYr.J 
1l\)J' June 9th , 1 941. 

i:~· dear Frunklin : Bob Hinkley i a here tod"-Y a nd st1<rting honie i.o ­

mor row so I have a chance to get u line off t o you that will i·ea ch you 

wi t hin the week. l'hree or four days t.go I called on '.'lalshe (Permi..n~nt 

J eoreta ry f or External n ffa i rs ) on the occasion of his im1t 1>.lu t1 on 

in new off4oes . He a t onc e opened on ihe .uestlon of Qrms . I iold 

h i m t hat I hud r eceded f r om my ~ersonul position of arms f or Irelund 

when i n Jarmary I beg!>.n to a 9reci ... te the r.1del :; spieead unti - .1>1·i t ish 

feel i ng , thut DeValera had refus ed t o make a ny undertaki ng even on 

the supposition that Irel!>.nd were i nva ded by ~ermany and that I 

woul d npt do p.n;vthing more . He a sked what 
lllt \. I) 

I sai d his ,:vord that i f invaded he will be 

undert aking I re~uirbd . 
wi thout reservation 

i n the 'arl\ and «11 l ri sh 

f ac ili ties IW' ilabl e f or use by ~ri tai n anrl oursel ves , ;'11th thi s 

I would underta ke to reopen t he question of u rms f or Irelund bu i. could 

promis e no thing ~nd t hat of course i f my Governmen t consid ered ihe 

proposul f a vora bl y they woul d r e quix·e somethi ni;, in ,,:r i t i ng 11'here 

the ma tter rests . 

The aftermath of t he r eor n t bombing di scloses 

is no r esentment 1,.gainst ~erm!illy • oeVa 1era made - ~ 

~ 
the fact ihat there 

~ 

a f orma l a t u tement 

of t he event 1 1 t he Dail but only, so Dillon tells me7 a1'ter the 

Oppositi on threatened to bri ng i t up for debate i f he made oo stutemen1. 

I think thi s means a ver~ 11 vely f e .. r of che S'erm1,.ns , .. 1so u d efini te 

u.nwillingness t o me.Jee i.ny e .. orifioe t o help Ilni;l a nd • •rh i s l&.st i s verl/ 
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r enerul 1.hou ch ..,, Jor i ty of ~oth •1overnoen i. 11 nd peo. lo ollld 1'othor 

h vo :n, h nd wi n th n vermi.ny . 
Ir i sh 

Th " r 111ul t i n Crete I think will mu.keA n siat.onoe i.o u muJor 

German llir a t.taok perfunctory. I think IJ eValeri. will suy " 1.e .. re 

helploae, ; n~i thor uritain nor the U. S . would arm us . It is th ir 

fault . I am not eoin(i to have my people sf~1 htered , 1 think you 11 ... ve 

got to oowit on this. I 1<10 u lso begin11ini; to thinA thu. t i f .. n) port 

selzing hue to be done it oould be done without , erioua ti·o<tble by 

us i f there were u l anding in fo1·00 with a displuy of uh· foroe ovor 

Dublin 11roopi n.,. le&.flets. 

I d on ' t think DeValer G i s t Oine to ohlil!ge his line unleoo f oroed to dD 

80 . He h1> 9 deliberately passed up the oh6.Doe to exci te 1mti- verman 

feeling over the rooent bO"IOing . f.e hi.a i n fact. olwnped d own on 

expre - sion of c.nt1- verm1.n fo oling . He e i t.he1 hi.a un underetb.nd i nC 

with the§ erma nA 011 which he relies or whut i 8 more likely he i s 

blindl~ taki n the trousand to one ohance thut he o .. n esoope involve• 

ment , get '< free r ide a nd no fare collected after the wu r by 

to 
a foi; i vine; "ri tain . In t he present phuee ( your Judgement is f i.r 

I\ 

better t.han mine) I would be teopted to Sl!loke hio out; by ~ivinc; him 

nntl-a l rort.ft guns to r esist vermtt.11 ba rba rism Y. ith u pr~se releose 

that would ma.Ae 1 t d ifficult to refuae . Su• ho would refuse u ~ublio 

offer I think, .. a often ae possible do s ome favor fo1 the "'rieh 

peopl e but a11,aye l:'lrdLICLY ao t.ha t he ounnot. pigeonhol e it • If we 

huve a vi.ooine for t he foot &.ud mouth d lseose us tom C!<lllpbell sEoya 1.e 

have s end a ome of that over qu ick. Kt ep the poeple behind us and 

the Opposi t i on . Then i f you ha ve •o do anyth1ng
1
you oan split. the ~ 

country, The g overnment a nd most ot the people a re still 11vin0 in i. 
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T H E UNDER SECRETARY 01' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

JUl:r 17, 1941 

~1 dear L:r, President: 

1:an7 thanks for lotting mo see this lettor from 
David Gray . I foWld it parttcularl :r interesti?IG, and 
I fool thoro is a good deal in his first suggestion, 

Believe a e 

Enc , 

The President , 

The l'lhite Bouso . 

v 



THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WAa41NCJTOH 

l ult u . 1941· 

w.>RilllOt :roa 
'1'ILI .lOTISl 8.ICR.ITAJIT OF ST.AD 

Thia h 1nteraaUng. n .. aa 

read u4 ratura. 

F. D. L 

Lett er to t he Pres10ent f rom 
Davi d ~ray dated June 26, 1941. 

\ 
\ 
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J ,ne 26 , 1941. 

My dear Boes : I have passed on s ovel'lll suggestions ae to possible oouraea of prooeedure in oaee Amerioan aeour1ty demanded t he oooup-ei t her ation of oertai n Irish faoilitie•~ to foreatall thei r use by 
the Germana or to win the ba ttle of t he Atlantio • Here is anot her one that has been given to me : I r elend i s probably headed 1if not 
for a famine as in 1847 
dislooation. Hunger is 

oertainly tor great hardehip with eoonomi o -., a peasibility dependent on or op f ailure or ... auooees . Todate the wheat prospeota are not good i n many looalitiea and laok of rain now and wet barveat ~eather would apel .l oatrosphe. 
Tho118h England might have relieved the situation i n 1847 it i s beyond 
her power to do ao now. Wi t h shi ppi ng losses mounting. and shipping 
needed for the mi ddle eaat she muet oonaerve all llSX imports for her own f i ghting people. As we sent fo od s t uffa to Ireland i n the 

• famine of the mi ddle of the laat century eo ou.gbt we now on a much 
grea ter aoalejbut t o safeguard the t rish people against hardship ' armed a.nd hunger we mu.at be able t o proteot our,.. oa rriera both ae they 
appraaoh the I r i sh coaata and when they l ie i n Iri eh port• to 
discharge • Thia protection involve• the uee of neighbori ng a ir-

t fields by defense f ighter pl anes and auoh other protective measures 
a• might be needed. It is oertai n that ~.Valera would r ef uae these 
protaative t aoiltiea t o u1 . Are we thlretore to let the~rish 
people 1utfer f rom the obatinate atupidity of their pres ent 
government or should we take a strong hand and &'frive with 1upplie1 



/ 
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a. 
and armed foroee ,et t her with 01· wi thout notice? The ltind thing beat 
with the.11 intereete ot the Irish peo,Ple in mind would be to 
move i n 

1 
both i n the inteeret ot American and ot lrieh defense. It ie 

thought llhlikely that DeYalera would or oould do more than protest 
vigorously it suoh a oouree were ado9ted1 and the Oppoai tion v.ould 
pr obably aooept a I_ait aoooml>li wi th gratification. It i s tho\16ht 
that a large maJority ot the poeple would share thi e view1 though 
they would not favor " giving up" the ports , r he bi.eic i dea ot 
~hie proposal was to meet Amerioan politioal conditions and to a 
large extent lrteh opinion. 

Thia, for what it is worth. I shall have something interesting to 
tell you about it when we me et • .Tuet now t her e i s a feeling here 
that t he Russ i an eitU.11.tion has postponed the possibilities ot *•JB•~• 
inva sion indefinitely , Thie may be so. On the other hruid it the 
Germane have stuff enough it may oome very eoon. Delay is ihe one t hing 
t hat will be f a tal to Hitler, 

Atf Q . 
P. S. There is a possibili ty that I have heard diecuaeed ihi.• ~ermaDy 

under oo·nr ot general air r aids on .6z'i t a.i n might l and air bo1·n 
troops here, seize the goverrunen t , eet up a

0

puppetf goverrunent/ 
already believed to be appointed and ~tempt to organize the country 
against England. Thie oountry i s in ettect defenuelesa aga inst 
bombi g and the landing of air oarried troops under cover ot 

~ ... bomb ere. How t ar Fifth Colwniieta could apli t the country to ta.Ice 
" part actively on the aide of ~rm&ny I don ' t pretend io guess . Claver 

I\ • handling wi th the ory of marching cn~eltast might be formidable. Bu t in any euoh case thi s country would be a battle fi eld whctf.c..t. Amerioan ocoupation in t ime might preTent . 
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Thi a is Friday morni ng June 27. and I ha ve Just come baok from t he 

a ir field where I went t o me et Frank Aiken , He s hook my hand but 

looked pretty sour • DeValer a and several cabinet ministers were 

there and very cordial • I t hought i t would be a good thi ng to show 
s t he s t a tus of 

up a t t he l anding . I have been t r y i n5 t o find out us wha t e 

the t wo shi ps and the half mil l ion bift of wheat for Eire 

There ha s never been a pub\ ished announc ement of aooeptanoe here , 

only the Washingt on dispatch t hat t hey had been given and DeValera•s 

note aooepti ng t hem. Nothing public f rom the Gover nment , I am writing 

London to get t h i s over to you by a courier travel ling by air , 

Maude sends her best . 

Saturday June 28 , 1941. Las t ni ght t he llritish wireless had your 

announcement about rifles f or Eire ( though wi t hout amuni t ion ) and 

the statement that thus far you had received no undertaking t hat 

they would 

°" 
be used only t o repel a &erman invasion. 

~y, 
It was a bullsey~ 

I am inquiring .- it wae apparently censored f r om thu newspapere • 
I\ 

if it 

... : 1 t 

.. 
was i n fao t oeneored s o chat I may not r eport i t ae •enqo t ed .. 
..,,. ,. u ,; ¢ , However the news was pr etty generall y spread by the 
B. B. C. 
I have Just heard f rom an absolutel y r esponsible eouroe that 
DeValer a tol d him before Bi l l D2navan made his vis it, t hat you 
had sent Donavan to every Cathl6Jc Bi shop in J.merioa to ask him 

t o use hi s 1nfl • enoe on the I rtsh Gover nment to turn over 
t he ports to Britain. ~~xsttXlJ..iilAx This g ives you e.n i dea 
of the kind of thing t hat UeValer a oan e.nd does believe, 
The diffe~/enc e between your i deas an'\mi ne are that yours 
are always oapeble of translation into politoal l'&alit i ee , I 
wonder if you think l am crazy in bel i eving that when we v1in ~ 
this war we must uti l ize t he Hitler conquest of Europe t o 

ensure an eoonomioally un i ted EUrope bmx poli t oally organized 
to cont rol Uermanv, that i s a U, S, of Eu~ope , Peroy Lorr aine dined here 
last night. He was tfri t ieh Amabaseador t o I t aly at the outbreak of the 
war. Some one in i'taly' had pass ed thie one on to him, 11 President 
Roosevelt speaks of making America the ar s enal of Demooraoy , lie are 
t hat now; ( referring to the ma terial los t i n Ab~ssinia and Libya, ) 



Your• ot JulJ CwenCJ-•lgb\h ha• 

Jaet oome a t I •• l•••lng tor a ehorC 

orulH. Pralae t h• Lord JOU baY• got Wl• 

nlaber or o•rtaln peraon e 1n \h• io'aeNl.4 

Iele! 

'Ibo•• poecal ou.rloeltl•• are 

treaendoudJ lntere•Un« and a real a&. 

dlClon io •J oolleotlon. 

Xuoh lo•• to J ou an4 llaa4e. 

AtfuUonahlJ, 

Honorable DaY1d OraJ, 
!b• Aa•rloan M1n1eter, 
Dublln, 
Ireland. 



July 28 , 1941 . 

Dear Boes : On the 19t h, DeValera sent for me and wanted to know 

what your statement to the Preee 1to th e eff eot that you had no t r eoeivL.l 

any undertald.ng that American anne1if supplied to Ireland,would be us <) 

ed to re)e~ a Ge1man invasion might mean, i n t he oase that you had 

~ctually made it • I said t hat if you had made i t as repor ted it 
special 

pr obably meant er.aotly what i t said, that I had no ~knOYrlldge about i t . 

I reported thie by telegram to the ~epartment wi t h a resume of the res-t-

of the conversati on , 

The most interesting t hing he said was that i n the event that 

we should at s ome fut'ure t ime take over the base at Derry he would 

feel that it wae a oonoern of hie sovernment as1wbile"he recognized 

t he de fa ot ol ~zx ocoupation of the Six Counties by flritain " 
waive 

they oould not~their ola im of sovereignty to the t er r itory 

I told hi• of oourse t ha t this was a ~tter he would have to take 

up wi t h my government through hie own Mini ster i n W&ehington • It i s 

a ~aeure of t he fatuoueneee of the man and hie unwilli ngness to 

see hie position obJ eaf,ively • I have been developing the theme of 

Irish Nat ionalist oppoeit~igeo~proved policy of Aid forf!ritain 

on all oooaaions with the Prime Mini et er and i n le H ere and oonver ­

satione with members of th.e sovernment and members of t he Dail who 

aek me •hy we do not give them al'lle • It i s a greaL shook to them that 

we have a grievanoe and t hat we do not taJce ki 
ndly t o t he i r Playins 

_ ........ -··-·- -----



2 . 

I make it olea.r that the high olass1rspons ible Irish Americans 

are no t involved in tbis
1
but that t he groups that oonduot the oampaign 

Q.laim to repres ent Ireland and that no one disp~tes t heir olaim • 

If I don' t take the off ensive now ,when the eoonomio pressures begin 

t o hurt1 as they will soon , we shall be blamed • I am ma.ki ng it olear 

or trying to make it clear that no ma tter how generously d~pcsed our ... 
Government may be to Ireland ,ma Jority opinion i n America would not 

sanetion our maki ng saorifes for people 

!JIJl1tt•rJCIU:al111J:111allx:t:s211;:t][:l;1tgx1111t:le1tz:tA1ttx 

who will do no t hing for us • 
by 

I am told~ members of his 

party t hat Aiken has assured his friends that he lined up t he 

I rish Groupe in the United Staes. The other ni ght a senator of hie 

party told me t hat he had said that he had advised sabotage • Of oourse 

I make no reference to A.t.ken except that when in Amerio& be addressed 

one or mo r e of these Nat iona list groups, and so i dentified the Irish 

Government with hhem • The faot that I have had no deni al as to t he 

a ttitude of the Irish-American Nationali sts and no repudiation of t hem 

leads me to believe that the Irish Government i s deeper in,than they 

would want known. I pushed thils at the Prime Minister in our last talk 

pretty strongly and hotly and he~uirmed but had no oome-baok. 

However, ! believe he has no i dea of changing his oourse and oannot see 

that he mis sed the boat in not inviting us i n,as· the Icelanders did. 

Senator Mao~ermot went to see him recently and urged him to do Just 

" tbi s ,showing bow it would solve all their problems . He said it was ~c 

late'.' l laoDermo t is introduci ng a resolution in the Senate to t h'1J -
effeot," Resolved t hat the Irish Government i nvite tbe United States 

to protect Ireland from aggression." A very good wording. 

I told the prime minister that while I had no special knowledge 

a• to tbe he e• q t <>i • srpy 
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· as to the baas at Derry
1

aor aa t o the plane of the " ritieh and u.s. 
Gover1111tente1 i t looked t o me aa it must to h1m

1t ha t we had given 
up al l t holJ8ht of any help f rom him, were goi ng to make a tort• eea 

"" and. ai r pl an av out of t he Six Counties, f ill J.._wi th t roops and tiiii1cli>A~ai~ 
t he German invaaion , i f i t oame 1would not begin there , t ha t we were 
notfea lly interested from a mil itary viewppint in t he help of his 
infantry ~ ae t he ,Bri t ish h~ man power enough

1
as soon a s i t oould . be l.r< ~ ..;. t..........:c...2_..t 

properly armed~lri the h elp t ha t ba ses would give us i n fight-
ing the ba ttle of the Atlant io , The impl i cati on was that i f he ohose 
t o be a bat t le ground, t hat waa hi e responsibil ity. Dillon seea t hia 
and ot her leaders ot the ~ppoaition as well a a i ndividual support ers 
of ••eut r ality and they are very anxioue . I am very glad that we have 
never aeked f or anything , t hough t here la a 
thought her e 

1
whioh believes t ha t if we did 

we WWlted • 

of 

d get wha t 

, wi th t h i s man There i a no us e of you trying t o do bueinea~ t hrough me or ot her 
regular ohannel e • \'/hen you want to make a move, do it like the of f er of 
t he two ahipa and the half mil l ion dollars wor th of wheat , or like 
the remark about t he arme t hat I have spoken ot • That gets over. 

[

' Di plomatio stutt i s pigeon -holed • I don ' t think he tells any one ot 
his ministers • He feels that he Jcnowe beet • The British don't 

~ 
understand thi s at all and DeValera makes a monkey of t hem by a l ways 

using it , I hava t ried to make Matty understand but he doesn 't really. 
He t hinks i t i sn ' t qui e oriokat I euspeot , but he i e a grand fellow. s-

s an i dea i n whioh t here is merit i f the ~ritiah oould 
understand it : Thie is to give the Irish a ve 1~ l arge quantity ot 
za1iliaz medioore elderly ritlee , a balloon barage and ae muoh other c-~----out ot d~,.:iquipment ae oould be epa red f r ocn the Home Guard aa t hey 

J • , •:w- .._ ... --
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get equipped wi t h modern etuff • 

~-
Thi a,.woul d be publici zoieed perhape 

by queetione in the houe e 1obJeot1ng to i t and an answer by t he 

government whi oh would euggeet that an agreement had been reached 

wi th lleValer a All thie on the radio a couple of times • The a rmy 

woul d welcome the stuff und between the army and the ~erman }!ini ster 

and his Irish fri ends something m1Sht bolt the hole. You have to 

f ight f i re wi th fire and glory be to God 

Hopkins poatcript to t he newe l aet night 

better t han i t s ounded on the wireless . 

you understand this situation . 
:;;;;" 
went very big but i t reads 

I am sendi ng you some postal curiositi es which may interest you. 

Throw them out if they don't . 

Uaude sends her l ove • Bl ess you. Take oare of yoursel f , 

,.ff 

-
They pi cked up a new parachuti st t he other day. He came down i n l!eath 

where he l eft hi e parachute and wireless s et . He got over the border 
and the Bri tsh ~ght hi m. He proved to be an Iri shman who had been 
in l er se7 when the ! ermana went i n. How t hey happened to cat ch hi m 

I hav en ' t heard yet . He won't talk and has been sent to London . Of coure( 
it is i mpos sible wi th things as they are~r you to take any strong 
act i on her e 4even i f i t were nece ssary • .,, • You know better than I i f 
it zar.zaaaeaaa~zx i s neoeeeary • But i f conditlone made i t pos s i ble, 
it would be the kind thi ng to do for I r eland. The alternative i s 

•cold and deprivat~and a retri buti on wai t i ng f or thi s govexnment 
at t he end of the war, whi oh ever side wine. MaJor Wofford ~military 
attaol!t has brought i n eome suggeetiona of this kind made f rw••lc•·-
in oonfi denoe to hi m by I r i sh offioer a . He i e a very good appointmen t 
and d oing very well. 

t:i, 



\ 

AUGUat 21, 1941. 

0.ar lle.Tid1 -

Tbanlc you t or you.ra ot lul y el•TeDtb . 
I go t beck e tn daya ago trom t.b• Churchill 
ooDterenoe aod I tbin.": it has do nv IJ)Od. Aleo 
it may m11lce a f ew mor e people in I reland aM 
the light. 

Good old Pa Wa tao n got ott a l i119 
yes terday whiob ha• mor e truth t han poe try i n 
it. We were t alking about Senat or Bob ~ynolda, 

uow Cha i mzm ot llilitary Attair a Corr.mitt••· 
We agreed th t H1 tler i:iust be Tery hl.IJl6n' to 
have bought a 1'o:rtb CU'Olina oraolcer. Then 
we apolce ot Dave Wal ab , CbainiaD ot til e Jlll'Yal. 
Att e ira Commit t ee in t he Senate, and Pa aaid 
ftThe cbiet troub'- witb h i m i s t but be ba t•• 
Engl& Dd mor e the ha l one tile United States•. 

It i • a rather dreedtul t hing to ea y 
but I auot admi t tba t it faot oriea close in 
Irelaod and there ia a grell t deal more autfer-­
ing there, there will be las e genenl aympatby 
in t he United St i tes than it it bad he.ppellM 
Dix ClO ntbe ago. Peo;>l• a re, traJlkly, getti11& 
pr etty fed up with r.y ol d trletld Dn. 

Ilomar•bl e David Gray, 
Aaeriean LeGJtt1011, 
n.mlill, 
InlllM. 

Aa ever youa, 

I ., 
I , 
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July 11 , 1941 , 

Dear Boes : The enclosure was sent down t o me by hand from ~elfast , 

The writer is t he head of an ancient lrish clan in Kerry . He is also 
.L .. ' a 1 .. ember of the Irish senate, and, as he says ,in hie private capaoity 

an offioer in the t!ri ti eh army and assistant chief of staff in ' 'let er, 

I had him to lunoh and asked him hi s vi ews on the importance of the 

ports an.d air ba ses f r om a military point of view. There has been 

no authoritative military study and atalyeis made of this problem 

as yet . 

Iceland and the announcement about Americru11working on the naval 

bas"- at Derry have been prominently featured in the Eire newspapers , 

As far as I can read the government attitude 1i t i e wor rying them 
1 

inte•~ely and maki ng people feel that the tnster move will leave 

them out eaz~xl::t:mllzx in the cold which is Just what is beet for 

the s ituation Just now • However1I don't think there is a chance 

that DeValera will baok traok , He i s very blind and stubborn , 

But we have constant reports of people who say, ' wny dosen't DeVal era 

do what the Pr esident of Ioeland has done , " Senator llaoDermot came out 

the other day wi"tkx and showed me a r esolution which he had it in 

mind to offer in the Senate . It read " Hesolved that the Irish 

Government invite the United States to secure Eire againet aggression," 

I advi sed him to t ry to sell i t to DeValera first in private. ":fl; would 

surely be opposed uJlless Dev. thought of it himself, Today he telephonv 

that he had not seen ~ev , and that i n yeste!'.§ay's London Times the 
. t;.1'... ~ ..) 

same 8 ggeetion we~ l!la~e in a lette~o that now he coulA not eponeor 
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it , it being ot Hritieh origin, Your handling ot thi s Irish thing 

is very very sound, That oryptio releaae ot yours about having 

had no undertalling
1

that arms given to Eire would be used to rei>el a 

t1erman invasion gave t hem a Jolt , It is the only way to get things 

to the me.es ot t he people and even to the cabinet • I have warned 

aeveral ot them lately not to rely upon the 'frieh 

groupe but they don't believe me, I am told Aiken 

all lined up behind Ireland and lrish neutrality 

American pre ssu.re 
«=...-

says he got them 
" eo that t hey have 

nothing to worry about. No one here s eems to get what you are doing 

in the way ot handling the Irish American problem
1

but Dev, is~ 

suepioious ot you. Admiral King who commands the naval end in Seltaet 
" oame to eee me yesterday and t old me about the Yanks at ierry • It 

was al l news to me , though i t was on the wire from ~ew York t his a , m. 

I hope they will impeach Wheeler before they get through • Bob Tattt•e 

five hundred thousand men i n the Six Counties is the funniest yet , 

As you know,tbey have three division s and a tew oddments besides, 

sixty thousand men at the outside~~d no t a t all well equipped, 

The writer ot the enclosed memo. stye very rightly that economic 

pressure will not influence the fanning population with their low grade 

standards ot l iving but I think it likely that closing down ot more 

taotries may eduoate 1ll.~eople in the oitiee to the t acts, A lea&4A8g 

produce importer wrote
1
asking me for help as he said the situation was 

" deeperate" , I wrote him at some l ength •l plaining the lack ot 

shipping and also the tact that the aotionf ot the l:rish Pres sure 

group• in America bae made Amerioan maJority opinion look UI>On Eire 

ae hostile to ~i tain. As:mt a consequence American opinion was not 

disposed to make eaoriticee ot shipping and ma terial needed to beKt 

Hitler. Ireland bad. a right to be neutral but ehe muet1as such, 

eolve her own problems o! armament and supply, 



'!o'.l ·epli~cl th..'lt , wl etl-e1 
not , the sup_ l;r ~it·i tlor 
fioinntly acute to bring to ti.I' .eo;•l" ld t>'\t , 11 
aitur. tion in ,m rico. \'la s .... 

:..ta~~ I b nl l ·l to re''Orl m:.t ap.,:t .~• i..io"' of th com.:;'11m nt w!liob './' ;>llU :ne hat wee:t , in 1 vltini: m;: vi ewe on the vroblem rh1oh oonero•1te us , in oorui~c tlon with the :ire ro te . 
In thn mea.1t1me, I h ove h•td t:me to conAide · our dic­cussion o.nJ. , in vie· .. o:: the i ;-ortance or ti "Ubject , it IM!J b~ u e!'ul to r view i t . 

You t\S'<ti!tl me . t '"" ou tPe t , th,.thP r thP posse. 81 ,n of tl!e ort nnd -irfi3~d~ in :1~e r.ere , ir r ct, e-ser,ti l !o to U e l'UC ·e11s1'1l oollduot or the wnr l:;r ) . Britain 1 nd the U. S . A. 
I repli l th t , ir. ~::01! c~se or ~he 1 . :; . cl _.,ventunl- :i th r.i•~ic in 10. vy , the ti:n• no occu~i~ 1 in r f'uel in; in home or s,,1;.. 1·10.tPrs woulJ. be el1Minate'1 nnd thl\t touch n! th t· e ,. ey ·o·.i!' be ore con tant . .:11 r •uetion in ~he "turn rournl." wouH. , in l\lllit1on, nutom.it onl :J increase >i uu-,ib r of~ cort ves els •1t our diB;>OP l . Acee~.; •o t' te;·•i ';or! ll ' &rS or -::1rf! O'lld , i, fao to . J. '"(! • "' t'--., 8t'l'!'r.t;.' . F nl\11.t , our niwnl ur.ite wout<t b b tto · rlnced to me t at'" c"{s e ... f!.t:ll.tin."" ! O:!'. tl eat rn oo'l.st of i'r.e..nce ; tria ln t 1s o~ ~he ut"1o•t 1 or~nnce in t~e ~vent of s. l urce 001\1e nttempt at 1nv ion . 

. ... . re l" i r "" i rtle" d !or ch , __ reason c. nd , i n p'\rticul ar , 0 d• •1elo!' the rang• or ti ·hter su • ¢rt ;ni nst en"' y u •ts in the "l\"tt'" ot 1• .Hls.nt c" . 
rbe ol."nio.l or t> ~e n.\v•111tnge to th "'nr.l":f nn'l the con11ol1dat1on or n • o·itio!'l !n .::1 " " i t. nt ioi!'atlon of an ntte .t t !nvad~ Urcat -r1t~1n , ~~# e:u-s to me tJ be o~ .are.mount l.mpo ·ts.nee s.t tl.~ pi·eeent time . :Ch occupo.tion o" tl.e &or~s 1 nd. the 'evelo!'m"nt or Bir­fiel<!s WOUlJ U ·n a 1 ~er.tq ~ •• a'.<neS into a SO'll'CO or str i_::th , fro :h1ch nn of"en11ive OO'Jld be develored, 

~ou th n refer"' to ti variou "thods o~ acri v1nJ th~ f'nl in 'lie.1 '.tth the mini um or friction . Th• po~sibil itJ of th" : ire ~overnmnet ee ondiA,. to .n;t arpenl bn •ed o. the eo -11 .. rntionc tor " ich . ~ri t!l.in !lJld t' · U. S . .. . h ve entered the war s el1"1-ino. ted torth··1i th . 
You suc:ested s. l..r·e oonvo;r , '\~ i vln.; ·Hh food llll!l rs.~ lll!lterials 'nd nn ocCUJ1\tion cov ·r•d by th neoe onrJ propt\Snndl\ and de fence wenpone ~d , r1Mlly , you ment ioned the possibility ot o!!.loulntel b11t1dc'1sts bein.. ef"eotive . 
r enve i :t: s.o m;r view th'lt" "fnit nooo,,pli" wna the one ~nd only w~y of ienlin• with ti :irP ~eo.le and the :1re "ov~:-n~ent an1 add~t that this lf!llst be staged bJ the h~r~ditnr:r friend ~nd not the hered1t~ry roe . 



2. . . . 
You ·pl:!. d thl\ t , "he th er thi" was th ri,:;h t oourlle or not the sup11l:r itu,tion in 'ire was not 1111 ;'et :mf­!'icicntly acute to brin.:; realis· t on of t• P.ir i10!:i ton to the . eople and th'\t , at t ,. ea ,. t ·me , the political situation in ~m rico. wne not ripe for lireot notion. 

In ree"'rd to these oonsider ... tionf' , may I 81\y th .. t a rea.sf\nt pO:;>UlA tion , '"'i tr " 10'~ <1tandRrd Of liVill'!', ill ot reel rest:rict•onr ac,itel:r fr a lon;; time to oorne ; conso~uently , as a l~ver to inducP co~:;iliance , lln.,' idea of· res<1ure o" thi c ·~· nd s~ ouJ 1 b d: CP.rded . i n.m t'ully a1•1!1re of t• e difficulties which oonfront the residP.nt b'~t I orr r tr "U' ,.stion t' llt the re=s in .;m,.rioa shou 1 be,-1n to draw D.t ention to the un­fortunate at itud,. of Ei re anl th,. po9Bibl,. Pf "ect on American int~-est0 if , at a result of enemy success , the Eire coastline were to be controlled by Germany and the count'":/ w<>re to b.,;comi- 11 Gerrn"n co oey . ::n~ historical facts of the h elp which ~merioa has al . ways ~iven to Ei re in th,. past i n her ~truc;le for independ~nce ~ho~ld be a d•finite nd constant feA'ure of press notices and broadc~sts . 

I m ntionad to you that I thou•ht that an occupation of thA rorts could be ef 0 ected with ~ miniMU::l of dif­ficulty duri.Ilc th tir" tl t tc• ene,.,y is "n:;a;ed else­where . 
As to th<> det• ile , thi - is e. problPI" · ioi "'"' .'' irt,>8 to be YOrked out by thP combine~ staffs of the servi ces of the two countries . 

At th iE ~unc tu re , i i only neseci::arJ to rem'lr:C that bo.ses are "VO.il able in 11 . Irel'lnd from whi oh both sea o.nd air- borne operati ons oould be initiated .. ·thout difficul ty , thou.:;h the wo.nt r r 'ldy made o. i rfie- ds •vould be felt at the outset . 

. /hl\t t' e ol itico.l repercussions i n ':i re '"ould be , and what staee s thE':J would 0 a l into , oun be no "lore the.r. conjecture but , with some diffidence , I Give 1. as my opinion thnt re'lct i ona wou d be lees v iolent thnn l'le ~re led to believe -1 ht be the c se . 
In any eventual ! t:r , he want of equipment. nd a:111 runi Uon ln ;i~e ~ould make it 'I matter of l i ttle diff1culty for o.n Amnrionn foroe to hol d such are, e as t' ey re tUi 1·cd for the .-rosecution or tt e •·iar , if' ~be;,r were once occupied with ~ minimum of oppoAitjon . 
It is a matter of the "re'ltest im~ort• nee to realiRe that , shoul d the enemy anticipate action on thA part of the U .S .A., the r oovery of thi> bases woulil re11uire n much reo.ter er~ort <tnd would oom 1icate thP dif'ficultiee which we are confronted with a t the present t i me . 

You will a;.,reciate tha+ t'1ene notes o.rr oommunioated to you by a private i ndividual , wi thout refcrneoe to any off icial souroe , an·l •.ul't 1;, r 'F''rd d :is an l'X ression of f rerso1111l orinion . • 
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:tr I 'M· M 0 R T AL -tr 
AMER I CAN WORDS 

Robert LlvfnpllDD. a member of the com­
mittee that drUted the Declaration of In­dependence, wrote ID a letter to the Marqufl 
de Lafayette, on Jan. 10, 1783, m yean 
before the Constitution was adopted: 

The great cause between Coone<> 
ticut !llld Pennsylvania has been 
decided In favor of the latter. It Is 
a singular event: there are few In­
stances· of independent states sub­
mitting their cause to a court ol 
justice. The day will come, though. 
when all disputes in the great 
republic of Europe will be tried ID 
the same way, and America be 
quoted to exemplify the wisdom of 
the measure. 

(h12 ltd br Jlalieot C. Ra,,.., How Todt.) 
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Sept ember 11, 1~41 , 

My dear Franklin 

Our sympathy goee out t o you but one oan 
hardly grudge release to one full of yea rs and aooompli shment,eapeoia lly 
when it oomea 11Jce s leep .Uaude a nd I have had tew friends eo 
generous and kind aodloyal as she wae to us f or eo many years. I 
believe we s hall oontinue t o know her generous i nf luenoes, 

Faithtully and Att 



l;_ 

Sep t ember 12th, 1941. 

My dear Frankli n : ~e have Juet been listening to two recorded 

paeeagee from your laet nights epeeoh • It seems to me to be the 

perfect expression of the American Governments posit i on with regard 

to ALL cbdi t ione political and military. I t is a great p~per , 

Bleee You. 

Leet week I went up to Herry aoout a matter which I have explained 

to ~umner Well•• and to eee what our"techiniciana• have been doing 

" for the l!ritish Government" , From all I could see and find out 

the Job hae been perfectly planned and is being exeouted a hundred 

per cent. Commander Bragg i s first ol aea, qui•• , simple, effective , 

the type of American that makes one proud • Not the least of hie 

aobi evementa ia the absence of friction with the limiee . His oppos itte 

numbe~ Capt . Ruok-Keen i s an exceptiona lly decent and intelligent 

fellow and Admiral King at §elfaat in octmmand of the whole !rieh 

nava l ehow is a strai ght shooting fe l low and no fool , 

Another Amerioan that "'aude and I felt very pr ou.d of is " Spike" 

Evans who dined wi t h us a oouple of ni ghts recently • 

llany thanlce tor your letter of August 21. It was &Ood of you to 

write when you have thousands of impor tant matters on your mind , 

Dev, i s still grim and obstinate and blind • I keep pounding away 

on the i dea that we do not l ike to be preeaur ... grouped by ANY hyphen­

at ed miDorit7. It i s a good deal of a blow to them for they have come 
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to take pl ayi ng politics in our back yard a s a right . I have a sked 

Sumner Welles please to find out for me f rom the F. B. I . i f t hey 

have anythi ng on Aiken • I don't want to know details bu t it would 

· strengthen my hand if I knew they had connected him with subversive 

~o tivitiee . ~a I wrote you i t i s r eported to me by enemies of his in 

hie own party t hat he has boasted the t" he had everything lined up" . 

If he could be mentioned i n some saootage trial i t would be a very 

good thi ng and have a good effect her e . 

Take oare of yours el f. 

Aft. 

~-



--
october 21 , 1941 , 

t!y dear Franklin 

see Myron Taylor 

I was glad of t he opporLunity to get over to 

I loaded him ap with 

I was gl ad to meet 'llinant whom I liked , 

the trieh situation:~ 

I also saw admiral Ghormley 

and Paul Hammond e.nd tol d the latter there was li t t l e or no chance 

of having the ports offered us and that consequently any development 

of air bases at Foynes beyond what was obviously f or immediate 

commercial use would be suspect and lead to trouble • I also told 

Paul that spea king unoff icially and wi t hout special knowledge or 

instruct ion,in my view t he only al ternative to forc ibl e s eizure of 

bases was to adapt Lough Erne and !jerry as a makeshi ft and by use 
t;. 

Of longer range f i ghters do as wel l as possible • I f.J. so ex~lained to 
the " 

him that from axpazi t i ald: point of view of Irish - American r elations 

it was better that the Iri sh Government should realiz e t hat we were 

prepari ng to get along without their help, valuable t hough it would 

be , that we woul d probably r •· speot t heir position as i solationists 

but that neither we nor the ~ritish would probably make eaorifioes 

for them in t he future . 

The only change in t he pattern here is some evidenoe of a growing 

anxiety upon the part of ¥r, DeVa1era ae to his position alone and 

una rmed i n a Jungl e world. In a iqiaJJXx keynote speeoh on Sunday 
the 

last at Vlexf ord he said," In speaking of ox l i kelihood of our i nvolve-

ment i n this war we are no t dealing wi t h some distant vague possibilil-

We ar e deal ing wi th what must, by all reasonable people, b 1 e o assed ~ 
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ae a hi gh probabili t y unless God Keeps us purtioul a rly in hie meroy, " 

Last "eek he made another a ppeal to Uaffy for arms on the old 

ground i hat i t was s t upi d for t ho ~ritieh Empire t o lose the oppor-

He a lso sa id t hat the morale of hrs army was deter iorating. 

twi~ ty of armi ng Irish man power .A!'.a1f y eai d that he 11.ppreoiated 

that point of view but that his government oould hardl y be blamed for 

no t relyi ng wi t houi res erv11tione upo11 a government that made no di et~ 

tinct i on between Nuzi- iem and Democruoy 1U1d that bes i des that, al l 
Dev, 

ava i l able arms were r eQuired by comba tants , x. has given me up as u 

bad ~ ~....r ;.. ~~ ~ · 
I thi nk t he oorreot interp. r\a ion to be placed on hie Sunday' s 

speech i s t ha t economic pressur es a r e clos i ng i n on hi m, hie a rmy 
j'M: c,.,c 

i s becomi ng bored and that t he only available drum io beat is t hat ,._ 

of defens e . I do no t think t hat t he speech port ended any change 

of hi s isolationis t polioy. I have been slow to r ealize that a 

convi ction of de. man vic tory i s very general i n government 

and 
oirolesAamong t he profes sional ol e.seee , Conor l!aguire President of 

tho Hi~h Court and former Attorney General under Dev. let i t out 

the ot her ni ght at a little di nner I had for Bi ll Clark( t o whom 

we t ook a grea t fancy ) . I have Just got a long l etter f rom our 

( ardinal to the same effeot. I asked . him how a negotiated peuoc wi th 

Hitler "as to be guaranteed. ( He had urged euoh 11 peace i n a public 

address ) He ; answered 

or i n the end we would 

t hat ei t her Hi t ler would diotate a pouoe to us 

"' have to ma ke a nel(:ot~i~ed peace wi th him1 

so why no t nowt It. " as a very friendly oorreepondenoe • I had 

written him that i f he would or could guarantee a di c t ated peace 

I would t nlc:e my coat off and work under hi M to bring i t about !IOW, 

Besi des believing t hat Hitler cannot be beaten they are onl y just 

beginni ng to beli eve that we mean bus iness . They had absolute 
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aeeuranoes ..._tha t we would never do WlY shooting, 

~efore you get this Japan may touch things off • You have handled 

that situation miraoulously as every other ae far us I oan eee . It 
t;Q 

is a very funny jlos ition yo.tr .. unole Gray finds himself in
1

to have 

no grouse about policy • 

The offer of the Red Crof se 
your 

to pass on xiuJ v500, 000, 00 
of 
illXwheat 

in the fonn of medical supplies is welc omed here a nd has a good 

press • They are very short of medical supplies . If Iri sh ahipa 

sau r rom U. S . A under Amerio&n protection I " i sh you. oould urrange 

to have that brought out with a good deul of puolicity, 1his covernmel'lt 

def1n1telr covers up the fact th&.t t.heir ships suil in ""ritieh convo)! 

The crew of a ship recently that brought four hundred tone of wheat 

from Lisbon were all cautioned not to t.ell about the oonvoy, ~ 

i1tapisi~e l 
There is one possible aapeot of the ports quest ion which I have 

never disousssed with you, tht<t is ,,hat , .. ould happen if you made 

"direct request for them 1with offer of p1·oteot1on • '£he ro i s a 

crest deal of loose talk 

that he could not refuse . 

h~re1 even i n hi gh civil s ervice ~uartera , 
think he both / 

I Xliultx.ulu.~could Jmi and wo•lld. xu -
refuse unless i t suited his boo~ to aocept 

clearly counting on the otf chance 

of Hitler not invadi ng Uritai n - althouc,h he expaelaxz beli eves that 

the beet we can draw i s u negotiated. peace . ) unless thi s ono.noe 

oomee off he has only one ohoioe , that i s bt twsen being prepared and 

anned agains t inva sion and not be i ng prepared. and armed. If he 

fee l s hi e long chanoe ie not oomi ng off and that invasion i a 1minent 1 

he will then be prepared. to pay the price for arms o.nd uesistanoe • 
~-a...-

But he will d.ioker f or ter.ne and giTe as li ttlP aa possible . In the ,... 
even1' that he gets ready to dicker ( f eeli i i ng nvaa on i mi nent) 
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then any pl an t hat you mi (Sh t have up your alee!:~~ill be timely, 
In t he meantime I thinx t he only oourae is that~we are fol lowing; 
that is polite aoquiesoenae in his iaolationiem and all its i mplioatr•-: 

It looks now as 1 1 the I . R. A. 11 communique" rurpoi ting to be the 
oontes eion or pol'tions ot the confession ot Stephen Hayes the kidnap­
ed Chief ot Staff ot the I .R. A. whioh charged cabinet minis ters with 
instigati ng terrorist orimee and them tipping ott the dri t ish Govern­
ment , although undoubtedly in t he ma in untrue

1
had destroyed the 

probability ot early elections. The Government party doesn ' t ~ant 
par tisan oratory i n whi ch these chart;es will be repeated. a t least 
by inuendo • In a oaee l ast week i nvolving x1la punishmen~ tor 

distributing the document
1

all the minister, and the one s enator 
implicated t ook the stand and denied the chargee in toto, rhe~ must 
t ear a situation in whioh oabinet ministers dare not ignore tanta1t1;­
ic charges . In a tew da;,re now I expect inf ormation f rom ""ri tish 
sources tha t will definitely prove true or f alse the moat serious 
of the charges . Personally I think they have no basis in taot j' 
be: ond the c i roumetanoe that Hayes ha s been a stool pigeon in 0ovcrn~ 

PllY• 
Amerio an 

We h e&rd this corning that twp mor e,...merchant ships had been torpedoeo, 
We are getting aoolimati?.ed and have not yet put on the furnaoe 
heat , 

A.llleri onn 
The A ~doCroes donations are exellent accompaniment for a stiff Ameri -
can policy about arms and raw materials • I believe you will agroe 

that if i t ie neoeeea1 we must s end food( It i s no t now neoessary) 
but make no saorifioes to keep t heir f actori es going. 

llaude s ends love, Bleee You 
Mf 

~" 
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Since writing the foreoing the Canadian High Conu:iieei oner hue 
been to see me to d.i aouss the ai t uation and hO'N best to mo et i t , 
Canada ~ritain and the U. S. eaoh followinb its own line but taking 
care not to allow 1'.r , De Valera to play one of ua ~off against the u 
ot her. The Commi Asionar i s a Montreal lawyer named Kearney e.nd a 
very fine,energetio chap v:ith a clear head. He is goi ng to be very 
helpful. He had Just had a long conversation with Joe Walehe

1 
the 

Permanent Sectetary for External Affairs in which this interesting 
item appeared: He said Walshe had told him that " you had retracted 
the statement attributed to you in your Pres a conference to the 
effect that you had rece i ved no underta king that American arms if 
supplied to Ireland would be used a gainst Hitler , tha t they didn't s 
1ant to publish %x t he correspondenc e but that I had made the 
trouble • They a:x. (the insiders) are very bitter against me for 
refusing as an individual to talte the r t eponsibil i ty of recommending 

ing 
that they be armed without reoeived~ eome undertaki ng as to Etra'e 
poeition in case of invaeion. It is very likely that if Dev. has 
to coma down and talk turkey he will not do i t thrOU8h me • 'l'hat h 

..._therefore all right with me • I'm all in fav or of saving his face . KearneYf-
may come i nto the picture very profi tably • 1th a f ormula but I have him 
wurnad against getti ng out on a limb without some definite ueeur-

' anoes • Of course you underetand,if the position I have taken here 
ever embaraseee you in the l eaet1tip me off and I'll get out : I t 
may be that I have fulfilled my usefulness 

1
that i e i noieting on 

Amerioan rights and polioy i nstead of eetving ! rish polioy aa Dev. 
expeote an Ameri can mini ster to do. There is no question t hat Dav, ie gunning for me and will probably try to work thrOU8h politioal frien a of hie in Amerioa • On the aurfaoe of oouree he is very sweet and I try to do everythi ng I oan for hi m exoept the one 

r thing he v1anta and won 't pay f or. t . 
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Your Excellency 

ARA CCELI 

Aru.!ACH 

October 20, 1941. 

I e.m mos t grateful for your kind letter, as kind 

es i t is frank, which is ell that I could expect from 

one in your posi t ion. And I 8lll tickled by the delight-

ful sketch you would suggest of your tall end graceful 

figure, vii th coat off, working a t my wide -"but for one 

circumst ance. " 

~y position is that whatever H.itler may be, you 

ought to try to me.Ice peeoe with him now , because you mey 

have to do so later on. Ir he wins you shell be forced, 

I suppose, to accept bis terms; and if the war be fouaht 

to stalemate, it will be necessary to cake peace with him. 

The only case in which you can escape making peace with 

him is if you win out yourselves. But i s t his likely? 

tlbeo can you hope to be able t o invade Germany end de~eat 

the German army on its own soil? And suppose thst did 

ever happen, is there the ghos t of a chance thst there 

would be a Just peace then? 

I don ' t for get Hitler's breach or Treaties, though 

I rancy be would have something to say about the circum­

stances in which they were entered into. I regard bi 11 



action es unjust . But wao there no injustice agsinet 
him end Germany? .ihet abou t the deliverate and per­
sistent exclusion of Gennany from f ree access to r aw 
materials - an exclusion which at every turn was hurt­
ing the Reich and threatening its very existence? And 
re~ember that this systematic injustice against Germany 
had long been practiced before ever liltler began to mis­
behave . 

I ' m sorry I have no time to say more. 
My warmest thanks to J..rs . Gr ay and my kindest 

regards . 

Yours very sincere 

+ J . Cardinal Me oRory 

I have Conterenoe in Drogheda tomorrow, in Dundalk 
on Tue sdey, ln A.nnagh on tlednesdey and in Don ga=on o.n 
Thursday, and so am particularly busy today. I intend 
to pos t this in Eire on oy way to Drogheda. ?or, t hough 
I am an Irish Cardinal in his own country, I hsve good 
reason t o fear a foreign censorl 
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1>7 tba Br1Ueh Ooft,.,,_,t. lie etate<I that ...,.,.loan •tHl, 

tor .,._i., bae perh&pe gone in to Br 1 tieh bo. .. • 1n the 

tllll te<I JU.nc-, 1n Canada an<! eleHber•. B• e.<lde<I tba t 

AMr1oan wo.rX..n " r·• no dou:t>t working on • uGb ba111 and 

tbat t1wJ .. ,.. belng pd<! tor thi• ..,rte b7 the llr1thh 

Oo•ernment. 

I:n u -oh u ti» inquiry oontalna<I 1n 7our 0-1-

oaticn wui.r aolmow1edgooant relate• to territory reoog­

nl .. d by the 0o ......... nt ot tbe Uhlta<I State• ae part ot 

the Uni tad Klngdoa, an.d 1n •• -oh u 1 t will be ol•ar 

no- ti» a t ata•nta I ha.,. above - that the -tter or 

thh 1nqu1r7 l e a <jUH tlCD whiob Oonoerne the tln1 tad llng-

daa and l ta 4-t•na• aeuurea, I aa obl1pd to augHt 

tlat tha inquiry 1n quH tlon ahoul4 be addrHHd b7 the 

l rlah 00 .......... t to the Oove ....... t ot the uni ted Ung-. 
Aooept, 81r, the r.newd a.a1urano•• ot ., ~•t 
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0 , 
t IRI"~ llGA"lOI 

leei ll'f'.ton ~ c.c. 

report.In& t.hat thoutJ.ijnds or Am· r\cM i.chnto\antt a.nd 

workmen are buUdini bat1e!'I ln North•m I relMd 111tys 

that repre!'ent.o.tlon hed ti..en earit to Wll•htn;ton to 

1el'kl a body o.f United Sta~as M'\rln•s &1' rrotecttn.c 

force because a l&r&• ar .. • •• MW vtrtu'll.11 under 

add1tton.al report on th~" oat.tor In tl• Washlf\6ton 

"Times-Herald" October l'itb 1a~l11 the lrlith CiOV!.ITnme~t 

to r01:1UGSt tho Un ited su•es GovomAOnt to ~ p:ood 

enQl.14;h to lnf oro the" o r t.nrlr lntontlonn ln th111 

aatt'Jr . 

the existence of tte •tt.&l .tr.t.trt1t or t.he w~ola Irlsb 

rer•~ as !'o:"'O.!r.& part or tr. net.tonal ~rr~l0r"1 · 

Altc:iri;et..:.ar epw-t from •be very f':-tendly 

rUatlon• erl'.'ltlng bet•e"n the t'nlt'ld St&\el anl Ireleod, 

t!o:t trlsh Govgrru:ient feel U».t. t.he ttn\tAd St.at.el Govern-

mant 11111 show conaidl!l"1ttlon Md respect ror the Vl!'f"'/ 

special posit.Lon, &•nerally acknowlrtdgad , which the 

Irl"h Gov,.rnlfllJnt occupy ln regard to th• t.orrlt.ory t n 

qu1t1t.lon. 



0 
p 
y tR"ll U:X:iTTOli 

laah1 ng~on, t . c. 

~lr: 

or t:.e ,lie nort.heastorn countlea of Ireland and or QUbll"'b-

t?t ru•Oltrl concer ntrc • project•d larulln,: th~re or A.ll"rlcan 

purpo!!te or these octtv,t\ea and or t.tv: tntont lon.1 o~ the 

ed t..~ tnfonaa~ton 111o.i1ht , I wl"lh on behalr of ff'/ Go••tt"tlll"'nt 

to cake t~ request. more ron11l through thte note . 

ay Gov-.rM111nt r..,1 at the •bstnc• or AUfhorlt••t•e tnroru~ 

t.ton rog4rJlng a maiter which COJld have 1.hl ..01t aortoos 

coo~·Jftlil!'ll ror tht • hole people of J?'tl.ftnd, at-cu• wh1c!l 

there la Cl)flsl.d!!rablti public uneasi ness In Irel'-tld "tld tn 

M1 covern•tnt beltevo thAt there t11 no need t.o roatnd 

•.he Uertcan CovunJliWi • th.at t_ twl "arti •.-ton or tre!and ••" 

1rtecte1 Md 1' bt\tli£ Cl&inta1Md a.ptnst the •XJ1l'•!l .. td •W 

of the sreot. :ajorlt._y o r the people of lrelani.l ard I.hat. the 

Natoratlon or the tnt.eg:-lt7 o~ t.he natl or.al terr! ~Oil"/ of 

l r ela.nd la t..he prt.Ary !'JOlltlcal •la or ·-ha' •Jorlt..r •rd 

the ouroo11 neare~t to the heart o!' the uJor i t.y of the Trtnh 



people eT~l"f'W!1~re . 

l(y Gmt-rm.nt w! ll be a01• gnt "ti.:. ror an e&.rly reol.r . 

Plea~• accert, 01r, •h• a111ul"'MlC• <Jf a)' bl,«heat 

conl'l lder<atlori . 

(•lilJl•d) ROOT. 8itFJl!IAN 

'!he Honorable Cord.U Hull 

i;.ecret..ry ot State or the nn\te1 9tate111 

\ aaht.n.gt.on . u. C. 
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D~oember 17th , 1~41 , 

Our 
I')' d ea r Fr anklin : XD f irst reaotion to 
a ttacked us~ was " 1'hnn r: od . the country 
I t hink a ny number o f "Ur e a re easier to 
been t hroU8h for two y e..1i·e • 

t he news t hat J a p&n ht<d ,, 
i s no• behind ~ho J)res i d en t . 
fi p,ht than wha~ yOll have 

I am send int; a lonr let ter to »=er .. el lee with a memorand1un 
on the present l rieh e1 tuation • ;re wil l paes on to you whet he 
ma~ think to be i :iportant . I may be wrong but I t.r.1 t.pprehene i ve of 
wri~ing d i spatch s on s eoret oolicy matters to be pa :sed &ro•uid t he 
J e p!lrtmen t . ''et I don ' t want to burden you vzi th det11il • 

Your idea of pui..i ng speoi a l bill throu . .:J1 Conerel!e to en1<bl e 
the Irish Government t o purch.ee t h a tvzo ships b. spect .l lirl'li..'lbement 
v.aa a bull' s eye here an'1 h. 8 done a lo t of .,ood . • hit. t i the .c1nd 1" 
of pr prganda and pu blicitJ t hat counts . I h4VB eu_, eat~d to ~tL."'lller 
''elles the s ame d evice f or certai n token a1·m'l puroh"eee • ~he 
reaction to our entr11 i nto t h e wa r h·.e been very f 11vorable exoept amo~ 
certa in Government oiroles dominated by .. iken . I th i n!< i u the lieh t 
of DeV~lera' s fri endly s t a tement t hat i t would be safe to arm Eire j 
t hat i t would pu t them under obligations t hat t h ey wo ul d recogniz e • 
!'ow t hat t he lrish bloc h11a etvpped sniping at aid for ~rHain 
our beet play i s to work along yo ,r line of ' token generosit i es", 
" poodw111 gesturris . 11 :.Oumner :lellcs will t;ive you t h e cato.ile , 
If the vermans protest i t will push t he Iri sh our way, If you 
ever ha ve reason to speak publioly on the eub J eot ynu muy say that 
~here a re 1 50 , 000 I rish volunteers :ti~ f rom Eire figllting the 
:..xis • 

I find the ~ritieh ~overnment i e a fra i d to miu:e any open tle ture 
of friendliness to Je klera for f ear of unle~shin~ the storm of 
resentment !iga1nst him • i!ere is our Ch!inoe to reverse our f ield 
and carry the ball t or u bit, Events now are Lo ing to corner him 
e nc! I think h e Lno--e i t . ro one will n eed to c:,o l\.u r ry but the 
enconomio life of the oountry i s oing to be s queezed and t h e pro­
t ected i ndustria lists 1· ho h av e been such s t rong neutrals a re t oing 
to get theirs • Isn ' t i t our cue to ge t t he Irish people behind us 
with a few kind deeds? 

Please remember one thing . !lo matter how ori t iok l i s tho s i tuat­
ion 11t i s r oi ng to be a lot worse it you a re dead or i lok. so for the 
Country ' a s ake nip off ror odd days no matter what l < oin1 on, 
l<emember t hat when an y body b eg ins to f eel that he c,J, ' T ge~ away thai 
i s the time when he had beeter go . 

!.'au le Joins me in muoh love • 
. \ ff 
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