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Heartlest congratulations on your messages Maude and I
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November 30, 1940,

Dear Franklin : I am enclosing herewith the copy of an aide memoire
prepared by James Dillon the real leader of the Opposition &€ a recent
interview whioh he had with ur, ReValera . As you can see it :ould
be bed for James if this sver got out . But it will glve you the
viewpoint of the most intelligent oppésition leader as to shmx Irish
neutrality and the ports. as it looks now the best chanose the Sritiash

with the ports
have of getting anywhere unless we oome in is to play to this
Onposition and try to split the country, 4t might not succeed but it
18 the best bet . I am sending & copy of the memorandum to Sumner Welles
I‘gat hold of the fmot that some wesks ago the Admiralty were dis-
cussing & plan for seizing the ports and especially Foynes Airfield
by emrmirsmzx surpeise . Yesterday an Admiralty intelligence officer
en route to Helfast called and asked me give him my views on the ;rinh
situation ., I told him any surprise attmck I thought would be a me jor
ealamity 'that if they Melt they had to take this step it should
be proceeded by an appeal from the Deminions and aoloniss with & brief
for the BEritish case got up principally for Ameriocan consumption
also giving due notice of the date they were coming in. This would i
put the matter into the Dail where the Opposition could have a say,
4 surprise attack would be dealt with by DeValera and all debate would b
be guashed . The politeal advantage of an appeal and due notice I

think would outweigh the military advantages of surprise. I sent &

telegram to the ﬂiplr‘cmqntJ about this which may go %o you.
-
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I wish I Iknew what Joe Kennedy hus told you. I had several talks
with him by telephone and several letters before he sailed and witim
I thought he was on the right track in the main , I never got the
impression that he has eveidently given &t home. I can't ses
nnw*nidu for “ritein short of wm-I| makes any sense if that aide is
not sufficient to beat Hitler . If he beats Britain , controls EZurope
and has time to build a great fleet then we are in lor it good and
plenty . They are taking an awful bnttg&&gg in England. How long they
oan take it I den't know but we either to out our losses and
declare out pow or put up what is needed to push Hitler over. I am
sure you feel this way about it. You were one of the first to see it,
The politiocal diffioulties are obvious but thank God you are on thejob
and if any one can ocope with them it is you . Here is & guesr one,
I ﬁﬁ;:iptglqgﬂgrntulatﬁunn nniyu:r resleotion from asll the Diplomate an?d
consuls and of course from mzifzingividuala but not one word from
any member of the government . The nuneic at a lunch party at whieh
I wae not present a few days before election predioted your defeat,

Thers has besen some dirty work at the orosa roads I suspeot. I shell

find out. I may bs wromg about it. , . .. brosdoast last night on

the Ameriocan politasl situation suggeata that the oppoeition is out to
put you through the hoops . You seem to survice theas amiable co-op-
erations and acoomplish very usef ul and important things for our nuun;
try at the same time. This is December 1 and there is no frost ¥et in

the ground and probably will not be but there is wery little daylight,

Maude senda you her love , Aff -
A

—_—



EEMORANDUM - NOVEMBER 26, 1940.

It may well be that the guestion of the Forts and Alr
Buse mecommodation in this eountry for Great Sritain is no
longer acute but we must reckon with the pessibility of
this questicn reecurring in a more and more urgent form if
the war should be protracted,

Qur foreign policy cannot be diotated by imolated
events. llevertheless it is vital to prepare the ground
in the light of prohable consequences arising from fore-
seeable possibilities.

Qur geogrephical situation, the vast number of our
people resident in Great Eritain, our complete economic
dependence on Great Britain, both for supply and for mar-
kets, must largely detertine our attitude towards Great
Britain, quite apart from the fact that as the champion
of demceracy in this world wer our political sympathies
must naturally coincide with her cause as againat that
of the Herlin-losecow authoritarien combination. These
considerations are materially reinforced by the fact
that the United States of imerica are for all intents
end purposes allies of Great Lritain agasinst the Berlin-
loscow combination for the purposes of this war.

any confliet with Great Britain seems to be some-
tiing to be avoided, et almost any cost, but while ciroum-
stences might be conceived in whioh we would be justified
in faeing such & confliet provided that we had the support
of our traditional ally, Ameripa, it is unthinkable and no

eircumstances whatever could justify our permitting & situa-

tion to develop in whioh Ireland would be involved in war



with Great BEritain and the U.S.A. 8t the same time. Quite
apart from the disaster that this would mean during the
hostilities between us, it would further meen that in the
Years to come our unique position of independence in the
shadow of & great and powerful neighbour like Great Eritain
would be completely destroyed by the alienation of American
sympathy as the result of the confliot in which we had besn
engaged against them, The material considerations pro-
hibiting a conflict between ourselves on the one hand and
Great Eritain and the U, S. A. on the other are further re-
inforeed by the consideration that were such & confliet
joined we could not prevent Germany intervening on cur

side by making attacks on such forees as Great Eritain
might employ in this country, and this would place us in
the moral positicn of being the ally of Moscow and Berlin
against London and Washington, thus (1) virtually eccept-
ing totalitarian ideclogy against demceracy, (2) rendering
cuteasts and unfriendly aliens our people throughout the
United States of America, Great Eritein and the Dominicna,
(5) destroying our entire econcmic atructure by the complete
closing of the British market both for supply and disposal,
(4) erippling the traditional Irish Americen alliance which
has undoubtedly secured the survival of the Irish nation
during the last 250 years.

If these considerations then are valid, it is no%
enough to sit passive and dlow events toc econtrol our ac-
tions. We should be up and doing now to prevent any
situation arising in whiech the possibllity of & confliet
between Ireland on the ome hand end Great Britain and the
United States on the other could possibly arise,

The only foreseeable contingency which could precipi-

tate such an &vent would be a demand by Great BEritain for



-3=

Haval and air base ageommodation,

Persconally I have always felt that the polioy of neu-
trality was a grave misteke and that we would have more
effectively vindicated our moral positicn in the world and
protected our meterial interests by declaring wer in Septem-
ber 1939, thus ensuring that by the time actual war reached
our shores we would have been in an adequate state of de-
fence and that the exigenciea of eensorship would not have
conduced to confusing the public mind in this country, thus
leaving it fertile soil for Nazi propeaganda, However, vain
regrets about past events avail nothing now and our cbject
should be to avcid the satastrophe outlined above.

Thera are grave objecticns to any course of conduoct at
the present time but that should not induce a paralysias of
actlon to be used as an exouse for inaction by timorous men,
I therefcre suggest that at the appropriate moment (whish
must be determined after further discussion) a responsible
envoy of the Irish Govermment should seek direct contact
with President Roosevelt and deliver the following message:

The policy of neutrality hes made it impossible for
any Irish Government, even though it wanted to, to ccnsent
to the tramafer of the Forts and Aerial bases to Great
Britein without precipitating civil war im Eire, becausa
(1) censorship has left the public mind totally unprepared
for such development, (2) the threat of .aerial bombardment
by Germany in such en event terrifies cur people who know
only toco well how completely defenceless we are againast
merial attack, having neither anti-airoraft guns nor aero-
planes; (3) 1like every other peopls the Irish cling to
the wishful thought that neutrality may be made to endure.
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Therefore the only means of transferring the Forts and
Aerial Bases to Great Eritain would be for Great Eritain
to selze them by forge. This would involve the abanden-
ment by Greaet Eritain on her own behalf and incidentally
on beshalfl of the United States of their entire moral posi=-
tion in this war and such action would retrospectively con-
done Germeny's setion in over-running Denmark, Belgium and
Holland and Horway end Hussia's aotion in attecking Fin-
land. World opinion would say that the essential differ-
ence between them was that Germany did it efficiently and
expeditously whereas the democracies did the same thing,
but ineffieciently and as usual, too late.

Quite apart from the question of Iraland, in which
we are naturally primarily interested, it would be a disas-
ter of the first magnitude for the cause of damooracy that
such an ebandonment of demoormcy's moral position should bae-
come inevitable.

If then the mecquisition of these ports snd bases be-
gams s¢ vital to the avoldance of defeat by Great Britain,
it mey reascnably be inferred that the crisis giving rise
to such & circumstance wuld be of a gravity suf ficient to
compel the United States of Americe either actively to ccme
to Great Britain's mid or definitely to abandon &ll hope
of her ultimete success. If then Great EBritain is pre-
pared to postpone the demend for this Naval and Aerial
epcommodation until such & orisis is at hand the United
States of America occuld then invoke the aid which she has
ponsistently given to Ireland for the last 250 years and
in the neme of this, ask from Ireland similar eid now when
the safety of the United States itself i1s at steke. The
United Statea stipulation might teke the form of asking
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Eire to give to the U, 5, A. such naval bases and air
bases ss she required, to be used at the absolute dis-
eretion of the U,S5.A. for American defence, in which event
I believe that, fortified with the knowledge of American
and Eritish aid, the Irish pecple would chearfully face
tie oconsequences, however, grave, of such & cchcession,

If Americe accepted this view and recommended it to
the British, we would find curselves in & completely new
situation , with an absolute guarsntee from Amerisca that
unless and until imerice herself went to war she would
sancticn ne demand made upon us by Great Eritain for the
surrander of our ports.

Iﬁ is idle to imagine that if Ameriea and Great Britain
were allied against Germany (even though we continued to
profess neutrality) that Germeny would forbear from sttack-
ing our ports if it suited her general strategy. Therefore
we lost nothing by launching curselvea openly on the side
of our traditional ally. If on the other hand in the vain
hope of averting Germen attack we, by our intranasigeance,
ereate a situation in which america and Great Britain felt
Justified in using force ageinst us, we would find ourselves
without a friend in the world, becsuse if the strategy of
Garmany raguired the deatruction of our Ports in order to
eut off supplies and shipping accommodation from the Anglo-
American alliance, we would find curselves attacked on the
one hand by the Axis and on the other hand by the London-
Washington ellisnce, and sc end up as an ocutocast amongst
the nations with no frisnd to protect our libertiea or to
essist in the appalling problem of post-war reconstruction:

and at the same time we would have converted our psople,
seattered as they are throughout the English-speaking

world, into an outcast rece with the hend of every man
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againat them,
The diffioulties of this sl tuation are not under-

estimated but it cannot be too strongly emphasized that
passive inaction in the present situation would be erimi-
nal and is the surest way of precipitating the very disaster

which everybody in the country is most concerned to avoid.
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January 22, 1941,

lly dear Boss : We got a very good re¢eption of tn; inaugursal on
the radio and got a big kiock out of it . We feel a hundred per cent
ﬁé;p you over here. lio reservations or eriticism. rhe right thing done
and what apparently was impossible becoming feot. It has been something
of a blow for the Irish Patriot to feel that the United States had
begun to feel that there were more important things than sustaining
him against Britain. I have no proof but there are indications that
the Government has been taken by surprise although I have been predicting
something of the sort for five months . They evfidently have been get-
ting reports indicating that the “rish imerican extremists and Isolatiam-
ist and Germanophiles together would defeai any active aid for
Sritain and any interventionist pnliLy. I sent a long detailed memorandim,
of my last talk with Mr. YeValera ( too long for you to read) & week
ago. I had told 3Sean T, O'Kelly that I was afraid to talk frankly
to him and 0'Kelly had said '®o to 1b. He likes it. So I let out,
The gist of it E%%:;%i“:ﬁ mueh Irish neutrality that was causing
the sympathies of our two countries to diverge as the impression
American newspaper men got that thejriﬂh w_inj:d B::itain to be beaten
even if they went down too, that since he had capetqlized hatred of
fritain for political advantege he could not escape his share of res-
peneibility for xhm Irish public opinion even though he himself wanted
fritain to win . Now the question was what to dd about 1tf.Ynu may have

seen the telegram in which I condensed the conversation. 4—sent—him
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= I sent him a copy of the aide-memoire ten days ago and he has not

complained of 1t . O'Kelly said it had done good , 0'Kelly would
consider a deal with xm recoghition of the two islands as & unit
for defense as the price for ending Partition but Mr. D.V. lays his

ears back and tells me that though he can see the force of treating
the two islands as & unit for defenseq he has & right to have partitition
ended without paying any price. So there you are . Yesterday I.Sent

american

him a 1bt of State Yspartment Bulletin extracts uf}sditurial opinion
ineluding the last @allup poll on should Ireland let England have

the pnrtajﬁa per cent for,16 against,and 21 undecided, In Sobth Boston,
Providence etec. among first and sewond generation Irish 40 per cent

for , 52 againsﬁfgﬁ undecided. I fear thie has Jolted him for he has &

Just telephoned asking me to come in and see him., I would be having

of the tuation 4 "

a better t%me if I had any =ximxiwx quick clear cuf soclutiommyself, °
I can't find anyone who has one. At the moment I think the mosi thatll

that tha1§ritiﬂh can do 1is to try for guarentees that if the Ger-

mans :I.nva.de’I}uvalura will not wait and see But call thelin at omce ,

If he would do this definitely in Wﬂriting he might get a,pledge as to
ending Partition. Perhaps before this reaches you events will have
solved the deadlook. I hope you are sending some one to London who
will execute your poliey. For the last twenty two days we have had

a New England Winter with the lawn snow covered and the plumbing burst-
ing., And I have had an attack of bronchitis. I let my innoculations

run out . I always think I can squueeze out an extra month of immunity

qnd save money . Maude Joins me in much love . We are both very

grateful and appreoiative of being kept on,

AfL TN ﬂij
e e —



February 10th 1941,

My dear Eleanor : Enclosed is my check for (321,27 being the
amount of the Tivoli Tax which Maude cabled you about , It was dear
of you to remember us at Christmas. I have invested my share of it in
g salmon rod although with the gasoline situation as it is at pres-
nnt,thu;u will be very little fishing . In a motor car,one can get
back from almost any part of Ireland in a couple of hours so that if
anything turns up,one can be back on the job., But train travel is
another matter)Irish trains taking sometimes a whulgt:?ﬁ do & hundred
miles, if changes have to be made. We have had & hard, cold ,dark three
months but there is now an appearance of spring and the long nights kw
have shortened. I am glad to tell you that Maude is really better
than I have known her to be in a long long time, You know how stub-
born she is . Well ever since she has been having the pain in the
back of her neukldiagnusad by our Dr. Lennedy in Sarasota as a gouty
neuritis I have been urging her to try the water cure and cut out
so much sugar . At last she has tried it and i1t has made & most amazing
change for the better . She is grand here » 8ete on with everybody
and likes the Government irish which is most important of all. It is
necessary Just now to make a special fuss about all purely frish
people and muvementa'houauua it is obvious that thqu?iah Government
is not going to get from the United States the things they would like 4

as long as the prevailing sentiment of the country is against

our aid to britain poliay ., Before you get this and as soon as the
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Lease and 4end bill passes,being anti- fritlsh here is going to ba

tantamount to being anti-American for the purposes of the war,

o

For months I have tried to prepare Mr. DeValera for this but they have

not believed me . His foreign office is very weak and they have evident

relied on what they have heard from the Jrish-American pressire £roups
which were out to beat the President in the recent election , The

[N
Department and the President have gpkud me up in the most wonderful

manner in this Job and now we are reaching a point where Mr. DeValera

has got to fish or cut bait A But 1t 1s all the more important on that

{.ML
very acoodnt for us to be aalpiuh u8 possible on all possible

i-sues and on all possible occcasions. One enterprise whieh I embark-
onwith purely caleculated motives turned out to be very rewarding,

4 debating society of members of the lechnicsal Schools;asked me to
attdnd a meeting and I was so interested that I accepted an invitation

to preaide at & debate later on . They are all under privuleggg and

¢an never g0 to college but they are the liveat;muat intelligent and
tolerant group ur'xriah people I have met . I oan see that if you
were here ,they would be living in your pooket. lost of them are eaé}ng
thier own living while taking courses , Maude went with me the last
time and was much impressed .

e got a delightful letter from you yesterday in which you described
the family reunion for the Third inauguration, Also glving us news
of Tie sia a aceident and aaia 8 condition, If Tissie will go driving
to the Artﬂ Circle in midwintur something is bound to happen. We got
a cable yesterday asking for news of us., Poor darling she makes her-
self very lonely . Maude might #o that way if we didn't have a knok-

Lagltal taqar
down battle every little whileY. But she is learning to take all kinds

of people much easier than she used to take them. By the time we

are dead we shall both be acoomplished in the art of living.
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Our experience here is doing a great deal for both of us, and becomes
continuously more intereating., If nnatr;;:ll really to do the job,

I am beginning to see that it means getting 1nsida|at least tﬁt:;ﬁport&mlh
phases of the national 11fu,ao that dmEx one doesn't have to rely

on what foreign office offieials tell pal,but can Jjudge of the forces
that are shaping the national poliey for ongéa self . Things are very
complicated here because there 1is a double set of political forces
constantly at wiz?hafre :;:;::xx calculable forces of ressonable

self interest an !umotiunalﬂ}nruea that msy motivate action in

unpredictable ways. The great thing the DeValera government has

done and is dﬂingJI is to govern in the interest of the underprivelegsd

a8 far as possible. They have a real new deal herc which is altogether

admirsable exaaptﬁparty bitterness makes it impossible to draft notable

administrative

persons with specialaqualifiuatiana if they support the Opposition,

It 18 as 1if Franklin ocould not invite Mr, Enudsen to take Wim the Job

he has given him because it would ecreate a revolt among the Democrats .

In regard to ra#i@inns with the outside world especially England ,

even the Prime minister lives in a dream-wish world . He and those

who follow him cannot see that a small nation without coal , iron

or means of defense can live across a sort of !a.at River from Britain

and be free and independent in the sense that a continents® wide

state or federation of states can be independent and free ﬁm feal

that 1f they are willing to die for this end, it is their right as if

I should say that 1if I were willing.to die for it I could be elght

feet tall. Mr. DeValera defends this illueion with the genius of =a
Jesult attprney always 8hifting his ground in argument to a position

in which he is unassailable on moral grounds ., When any kind of pressum

18 put on him whether of avantu,ovur which no one has uantrol,nr
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as the consequence of errors of policy or administration he has the
unfailing escape of charging it to England's imperialistic pmiimy
arrogance ., This attitude and method doeendt appear in personal talk
but they invariably do appear in public utterances ., It is probable
that thﬂrﬂh::: been serious blunders in the adminstration of national
supply but he will stand by his ministers and whether by a whisper ing
campaign or by inuendo in publie speeches will make the people
believe it is all due to Hritish pressure . In a recent speech he

used substantially this expression : We are thoroughly hlouk&dad_

by both ballifgurams whether by design or not by design., "To his

Irish publie, that last phrase tells the story, His alibi for the future
is planted. There are many good reasons why he should keep his

country neutral. It has no adaquate defense for one thing but if he fed
felt that he should contribute to the side which is upholding the

the
rights which he relies upon he would atﬁ}aaat greatly weaken the

in Ireland
pulitical support that keeps him in power . The Xix politittan};whu has
the ocustody of the Lion's tail is the one who retains power , If Mr,
De. V. ever let that obJject get out of his hands he would be lost
for his administration is expensive and not very efficient ., But
with the tail, his very high personal honesty as to money, his genuine
sympathy for the under dog he will be very diffioult to defeat.
I like him very much though I despair of coping with him. He has it
cver me like & tent. For months hgzgﬁz;auvrad Llﬂ?;ﬂenrga and ended
up by provoking him to make the fatal mistake of threatening " instant
and terrible war ", a threat which vitiated the inglo-Irish settlement
of 1922, Give our love to dear Tommy and all the family. Franklin's
vision and uncanny leadership in the past months will probably have

changed the course of hisébry. It will rank with the battles of lours

and Vienna, It 1s very inspiriting to be serving under him, Aff .
gﬂl:i_
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March 6, 1941,

Dear David: -

I must be oryptic but I think you
will understand.

I think you are unfalr to the

Board of Supervisors of Dutchess County or
of Monroe County. Almost all of them were

highly praetl people.

Over here we also have peopls who
live in a world of unreality, but they take
it out in talk and represent very dsfinitely
a minority.

You need not "be careful®.

As ever yours,

Honorable David Oray
l-rlm'lnpﬂu, y

Treland.



Tuesday Feb, 4, 1941,

My dear Franklin : I had it in mind to invite Mr. Wilkie to come to
Ireland and telegraphed the Secretary to inquire if he approved, He khax
thought it inadvisable. Thel it was announced that Mr. W. was coping
on his own and I telegraphed again saying that I thought it important
that he should not come &t all or slse come under our auspices. The
reply was that the Secretary thought it unlikely that Mr. Wilkie
would come to Ireland. About seven o'clock last evening Joe Walshe
( External Affairs) called me up and said he had just heard that Mr. W.
wae coming arriving about nine thirty the following morning . He said
that Mr, W. finding him self only an hour away from Dublin in Manchester

had decided to run over and had got in touch with Dulanty , the 3}1&1

High Commissioner in London to arrange it . Walshe asked me and Chapin,
pur seoretary to lunch on Mr. feanara‘a behalf and asked us to assist
in meeting Mr. Wilkie. Well, we got up in the dark at &8 a.m. ( Daylight
Saving) and were at the aeriodrome at 9.30 where I walked the runway =
with Frank Aiken <for Jjust two hours. They had a pucnture in Manchesta
just at starting. Henua the delay. I had meant toc bring them to the
Legation for a wash and a cup of coffee but there was no time and we all
went to the Government huil#ding to Mr. DeValera's office where the
requisfite was done . They do these things better thun we do. We give

" -
away no twenty Wear old Irish, Mr. W. wmlx Went into & huddle with

Mr, DeVa. in his office and I talked to Lan Thorne and Cowles the

publisher who I had never met. I was in the oar with wilkie from the

Eerdiasa .
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air field but so was Frank Alken 80O I had no chance to speak to him
1n.thvata. We had a qulck?veryplaaﬂant lunch and Wilkie and party
flew off to have tea with Usdrge Rex. This was not advertised in
Dublin before he left ., I had a half minute's talk with him in the
toilet after lunch., I said " did it go all right?" He whispered.

I handed him & couple of jolts."™ Thats all the inside I got, I was

on the left of Mr. DeV, at lunch and asked him how he got on. He looked
gour and said" Of course one has fo time in an hour %o explain our
position™ I said well, 1 think you did a very courageous thing in

asking him over,as the wermans and Italians will not like it. He
shurugged his shoulders and saidOh. Well." mﬁ}y dined with me Jloa-Ater-
He 4is charming but gets tight.l}erure he got blotte I gathered from
him that The Dominions Office had fixed up the trip for Mr., W . Either

Nr. DeV., is meditating a shift in his orientation or else the D,0. put
n:;: a fast one on him for the inescapable effect of the visit

m
oqklriah publie mind is tha{kr. W, was here selling Aid¢ to Britain,

Befors this reaches you you will have heard the inaide, But I think

Dev. was ocaught off balance for once.
nConfidential sources " I?nr your ear James pillon deputy leader of

CH Vitte o~ bo
that the afternoon of the Fifth he informed the Council o the State
™~

the Opposition and Opposition gﬁfhar of the defense éounaili] inform me

of the g’ﬁ.tion{ and its many difficulties and said that in the matter of

getting arms the American minister whou he presumed was uuggé}ing the

views of the Pégidqnt wes n::ignlprul ., This referred to my gonveraatl—

ion with him fon the Ezﬁanmry when I said that while I had no instrud-
ioneg from my government on the point,I would not recommend that he

gshould be given an allottment of arms and gupplies from Amerioca

unless MEGER—ie—were—iniadede he were ready Lo eNERES nimself fer—thd
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that AFTER he was invaded and his neutrality destroyed he would

co-operate with the Allies for the duration, my reason being the

disturbing impressions I had been receiving of the trend of Irish public
I® opinion. He refused to make any engagements . The JYefense Council

Opposition members listened in stony g{lence and later told him

through Dillon that they feared his policy was leading them to a

situation in which they might be simulataneously at war with ﬁritain,

thef%urmana, the United States and themselves. I &m sending Mr. DeV, &
copy of the memorandum of our sonversation on Jen, 22 with k= &
covering 1etter,a copy of whieh I enclose, It has seemed imposaible

to make any of these people realize what was going on in the D.2.A.

or that the American pepple had very 1ittle understanding or sympathy

with Mr. DeValera's ascademic contentions. I have no one Lo consult with

about the line I ought to take and if I am getting out on & limb
telegram s -

gsend me =& ﬁFil' saying cearefgl but I feel that I only ean be helpful

to you and to Ir-land by trying to interpret your poliey AND ITS

IPLICATIONS to this governmemt. It {s better that they get their

the shock

feet on the ground even if they blame me fur}fx than that they

should go on in the world of unreality in which they are existing.

4 bad economic situation is iminent. é}’rol and coal shortauge has demora=~
ized the country's industries and there is already distrusﬁﬁm
new unemployment. If the government has no more imagination and fore-

sight in ocoping with this then they have shown in regard to the

shortage of supplies they are in for & bad time which the Opposition
will let them enjoy to the full . Their weakness is that they are afral

to oall in outstanding private citzens as emergency men , They would

be charged with selling out to the Britiah. With onf or two exceptlons

the whole government is of the timber of the Dutchess Co. Board of
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Supervisors . The Dail makes me think of the Supervisors meetings
that I used to report in lonroe county when I worked on the RHochester
Union and .dvertiser, Have You heard this one ? Some pecple going by
& grave yard saw & man kneeling down oy a grave and crying out Oh why

"
did you die? Oh Why did you die ?." They said to him ynu must be in

LA " L1

great grief. I am , he said. Would it be your mother ? they nsked,
"

It is nat my mother, he said Would it be your fathur* It 18 not my

father. Would it be "uur wife? Ho he said, ot t—ire—rr—tt—re—y
Ly wife's first hushand. Be—sadd ,

I hear nothing £x but praise from the American newspaper people who

"

know Winant . To me 1t seems a ten strike appointment, an entirely
new idea in Ambassadors to Britain ., X Unless there is some objeotion
to 1t I wish you would suggeat that I be ordered over for a wesks
consultation with him later on ., Jo gﬁpandta work together on the presenﬁ
Job assuming the passage of the Lease and Lend Bill. Meude and I are
admiring the way you are handling this piece of legislation, It is
expected to pass the House today.
God Bless you. Love to everybody.
ALT
Br

—_



TELEGRAM

The MWhite Brouse
wuh 10 CABLE. ﬂaﬁhﬁginn
DUBLIN, Mar. 13, 1941
LC, THE PRESIDEIT:

Admiring @ongratulations. Love,

WAUDE DAVID GRAY,



\L)}ka}Ji? Maroh 18, 1841,

My dear Franklin : We are very full of your speech made the other nigkx

at the White House Correspondents dinner + By the time you get this

it will have pessed into history and we shall be entering upon Bh?hext

phase . Havimg had a ye&ré experience in watching publie sentiment

in a miniature country and trying in = feeble znd indirect way to

esert some influense upon 1trI ean appreciate as never before

the techingue of yoir statesmanship . I thinc a number of people may

have had your prophetio vision,but I think ng:?fiing ameriosan could
politieal

have transleted it intuhaotinn and that is ninety per cent of the

metter. I suppose God gave you & strenuous wife and & set of

bréncho children to praotise you in this matter of patient valting

for the moment . I get some exercise of that kind myself,

I haven't written you lately because I know how over worked and

over worried you must be . But I have written very fully to

Sunner Welles, a letter whioh Bill Donaven carried baok,and I telegrapl,

everything that appears to have 8ignificance . I have Just been

reading kr. DeValera's broadoast to Ameriea which goes on tonipght,

It will do him no good over there. He qannot get out of this self-

centered dream world and realize that the Irish will be gnuae-uteppina

if Britian goes down . If he should give me an opening I wuuldliw‘

this kind of a talk with him.

I"would aay.“Suppuae we give you wheat; how are you going to get it

to Ireland} You have no ships , Will you aak}’ritish seamen Lo



2

risk their lives, will you ask the protection of British oonvoys

end reconglze no indebtedness for the servige g but on the other hand
instruet public opinion for political ends to muke no distinetion
between the hulligurunts?"

I would say ,T\!h&.t do you meen by self suffieiency ? How ocan & FEMRX
gruntry of three million people without coel or iron or other minerala; :
without rubber , oil, ocotton, better grade wools, hemp, tez coffee,
wine, citrus fruits , vegitable oils, silk, timber, chemicals,

talk about ‘;:ut having altogether attained self sufficiency ‘.1

I would say .ﬂhu-- could you defend yourself over night ewgainat

any third rate pover, unless 1t was Brit.ish poliey to protect ;ruut“

I am very bright writing to you but if I were talking to him

in his office I couldn't pin him down. He would make & monkey of me,
This running a government on hatred/dl‘anm.hur country is o very
dangerous thing &and is bound to land him on the serap heap eventually.
It is becoming clfeyr to me that the epitome of xkm Irish fif::-ary for
the past nineteen years 1s this: Cosgrave tried honestly to implement
co-operation mma within the sritish Commonveslth of Ahtions and concils
iation toward Ulster. ée had Ulster almost ready to come in . To do ¥
this he had to let go the Lion's tuil. DeValera got hold of it, cume
into power on the twistings that he gave it,and still has it. Poor
Cosgrave tried to run after him and get $uld en the tall but he

had no chance . The Ixx I.R.A. reach after the tail and worry the
frime minister . He shakes them off by glwing it an extra twist .

It will be hard to make him loosen his graap but he hus alienated
Ulster =o that no g‘ttﬁﬁunt oan ocome about while he is in power,

o
Th%ma thing that can seMe him from himself and the impoderables

that he has lgnored, is ufum&n invasion which will force him to
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come cut against Hitlerism . He wants England to win but his

pnrqz?ial estimate of the importunce of considerations of _I}inh
\r;;;je blind him to enlightened self interest , Ghrf@ian principle

and =&ll sense of reaclity. He will not rezlize that it was the

v for Ireland Ce.d

ilanchester Cuardian that won the Black and Tan EET;’EE?_ETahael

Gollin!ﬁ guerilles whe were finished at the time of the truce ,

All this is falsified for ¥rish children whose school histories

suggest that the Yepublican Army beat Hritain at the height of her

power . e have had & ;ood deal of that ourselves but although

there probebly would have been no Yorktown without French aid the

two situations are not comparable. The most tragie thing that I have

met with in Irelend is this inculcated kxxEx hotred of Jf?itain

in the young. With & great many,it doesnot uaka,hun it takes with

enough enormously to compliocate the inevitable co-operation which

must be worked out if Ireland is to survive as a state.

saude sends you a great deal of love ., We ure not 50 hot here as

we were but she keeps her hand in with the Fenian women . Foriy three

cows in our back yard, three belonging to us}hava Just been sleught-

ered beczuse of foot and mouth disease. Only one animal was infected

and the meat of the uninfected beasts was wasted,

Aftf
B,
f— "
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Killruddery,

— The (:,.._,4(‘4.4 5 )’h‘a‘ Braﬂu. Wicklow,
fles oSy

March 10, 1941.
fu .

Dear lMr. Gray,

Somehow I feel I must tell you what we are feeling,
my husband and I, of absolute glorious gratefulness to
your great country and your magnificent President. What
an Orator. We Just thank God. All those nightmare
months sinee May when we scarcely dared face up to the
next day - forsaken - utterly "Let down". Life was almost
too hard to bear and now the great hope. Your President's
magnificent Loving Vibrant words must "move" the whole of
man and woman kind. How one wants to show one's great
thankfulnegs. Whatever is shead of us now we are not
alone - Thank God.

¥y poor husband has been really ill with a horrid Flu
and slas I have collapsed with it also and we are feeling
guite awful, To what depths of misery Flu can drag one.

This wants no answer please but do remember us hoth to
your wife and yourself. One feels so eut off minus petrol
but hope we may meet again one day.

Yours,

Alleen leath.
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Hillbrook, Monday 17th.

Castleknock, et < 3

Co. Dublin, (‘:N_“,}_ r.u-v*" Lo e
LA hee

Sir,

May I express to Your BExcellency the feeling of
deep gratitude and sincere admiration that the marvellous
speach of President Roosevelt has brought to my heart
of Frenochman, This means for my country recovery of
freedom.

We are very glad that you and Mre., Gray were so
kind ss to mcecept our invitation to lunch next Saturdasy
at one fifteen.

May I msk you to believe me

Very sineerely yours,

L. Bedin,
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. )Fx’hr
Y jﬁ April 4th , 1941,
\

J

My dear Boss : last night James Dillon made & devastating attack

on the censorship in which he gquoted with great effect from your
recent speech in which you enumerated the rights that were worth
dying to preserve. It would heve been a great speech in any legis-
lature and was so documented that there was no reply lo it. Mr. DelV.
d1d as well as oould be done by saying that a censorship was needful F 1
to preserve ;riah neutrality and & united country and thatke thought
the oensor did a hard and thankless job as well as 1t gould be done .
James oaught them censoring the Pope and one of the leading Irish
bishops,things hard to laugh off, James scharged that the “Yerman
minister comes around and complains and as there ig & school of
thought which has believed that-&ama.ny is going to win the war
they jump through hoops for him. pillon told DeValera that hie

A} L
5t. Patrick Day broadcast to imerica had been at the least tactless
sl il s

Ireland
in that he dimplied that Sritain was ‘nluokad.inggqually with furmany
and suggested that America was embarking in aid of an'impariulistiu
advanturuq . He didn't think this was a good appreach to getting
things Ireland needed from the U.S.A. DeV., tried to wriggle out by
saying that he had said that in blockading each other they both
blookaded Ireland and that he would stand by that . Then Dillon read
the figures off imports for the first year of the war which showed
cgarcely any diminution from Britain, He also pointed out that

everything they were getting today which was still & great deal

-
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came from Hritain directly or indireectly . As}?ritain had not sunk
Irish A B
Exixixh ships asd murdered drish seamen and as Germany had done
and was still doing these thinge,it was obvious to him that Britain
was net on the same footing as Qarmanj « Al1 DeV. could say to this w
was that the people wanted to keep out of the war and he intended to
carry out their wishea. HisxmexgX The moral weakness of his positioen
is that ixxim of the man who 1s beating a ride and wants to
eriticize the conductor.
You must be having the helluva time with the Communists fomenting
strikes . You'll get them rounded up in the end but it is very
bad medicine for the moment.
One of the seoretaries of the French legation lunched here today.
He says that if Darlan doesn't play straight the best thing would
be for Washington and South America to withdraw recognition of Viehy,
that most of the career diplomats would resign in sympathy . He said
we didn't understand how important recognition was to Vichy in keepling
up the pretense that France was independent . He said Llefrun before
the armistice was about to go to Africa but was dissuaded by FPetain,
on the pleas that 1f he didrFichy could get no recognition. Some of
them here still think Yarlan is playing & double game on Hitler, other
that he is a S.0.B. net and out only for Darlan like Laval,
James Dillon dined here the other night and discussed the gquestion
of economic pressures on DeV and how the best approach to the ports
sould be made if we beoome actively engaged or if we get to Phe point

deZerrnsd
of oonvoying . He thinke that the promise of what DeV naadaﬂin Ameriocan

ships if those ships and the convoying war ships ure allowed to

used Irish ports would be very very difficult for him to refuse,

There might be 8omething in thia,
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He thinks it is probable that Alken has been empowered to make some
such deal. He thinks too that it is quite possible that DeV, has
figured it out this way 2 At the right moment hmxwi¥x which will
co-incide with the sinking of some ;riah ghip he will rise in the
Pail and say ," God knows I have leaned back ards in the{ffort to
be neutral but no man with red blood oan stand anymore of this,"
Of course German invasion would be the best and easiest solution,
He said xkxx lust night that if it oame ythose on his side would not
be less resolute in opposing it than those who appeared to care
less for neutrality.

I haven't seen him since the last American broasdeast., T had to eool
out. I told the Vice Premier that it was apparent his chief had
no idea what was going on in americs and that the Bpeech was s well
ealeulated to pre{%t Ireland gett;ng what ah: wanted as was possible,
My line now is to be very cheerful and say:;ell boya this is your
show,unly if you find that our things are available only for

those doing their bit fnrDEZmocrncy don't be surprised, You can't
1]
have it both ways.

Maude sends her best to you'uns.
ATE

(‘I A ._l.:..li_ "E L ”-.\
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Muonolind, gome. the anden 1o aduomes cqoirnt, the Joh,

So {orth 4o Ubussinia oll the, QoM grindens go,

ik mon thesy ane dmeohoble of amu sont ol qgrimd

Jon then'ne back ‘nom Ubtwsimio with thein ongomn Ledt, hebimd,
Jhe hondes o Jmmmmmfwwwm

Tidh dndch-tmacks fon the momted-sheld imhonted atraiaht m
While the fohe ia imndoted & rdth necuents to Aoim the Chain
Jnom men nhiove nounod vodices ane at deast om oetoue hialen,
ith 48 umimomn Cumch's ashes im a tnedae Romvem vam =

sano he = Jhin State occnnion fon the recognition trin calln
hot shodd re gine the honoen - and the boenoes cmaren - Bodla,



P.S.

If the American Ambasgsador to the Court of St, James hus not
sent you the enclosed he is not on the Jjoo . Replace him with a

good man. The porum {g =aid to be the work of A.FP. Herbert.

D,



TELEGRAM

@l‘[k‘? mhﬁe %ﬂuﬁm Lt

45U, RA, 12- 11:40 a.m,
Dublin, April 10, 1941

Hashington

LeCe Mrs, Franklin Roosevelt/

Lowving thanke, Happy Easter to all.

Gray.

&
|

. ;
»,
L/
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{SjJO April 22, 1941,

dear Boss : Tom Campbell is leaving in a few minutes and I have
a chance toc send you & line which ought to reach you within ten
days. He ocame over yesterday at a good deal of inconvience to himself
and I took him to the frime Minister in the afternoon and last night
we had a little dinner with the six best cabinet ministers and the
firast free discusaion I have heard since I came hers. I told +them
that transportation was the essence of the situation and by being
unable or unwilling to contribute to the safety of the sea lanes
they were making it very difficult <for us to help them . Thelr oifer
to defend their own territory if we would arm them was all right but
that was not a contribution to the essence of the problem . It all
went pleasantly enough but we got no encouragement. In the after-
noon DeValera told us that hes considered that we had abandoned our
position of neutrality and so could not give us port facilities
asa fellow neutral if we should ask for them, It is very difficult to
know what i8 wise and right in the ciroumstances ., At present I am
inclined to believe that economic pressure is the only thing that
may bring them to realize their situation but it is possible they will
make it another martyrdeom . They are gluttons for punishment . What
a lovely fellow Campbell is ! He has been really very helpful, They
all took to him and trusted hom from the start. He will tell you

the situation as of this date. Take ocare of yourself. Aff

"r \
laude sends love to you sall. ﬂ“n._.{_,
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Dear Boss : llany thanks for your cryptic lines about the llonroe Co,

Supervisors. It is a great help to know that you understand what

we are up against here . There 1s a dispateh going to the #epartmant

in this pouch which gives in some detaill the interview with r, DaV&fE
in which we told him about Aiken and about his own anti-British

ventures in the T,5,A, . An A.P. man had told me that in a recent

talk with the Prime Iinister he had said sourly " that he was tired

of being pushed about by that <fellow" meaning you ,so that I took

an unchristian satisfaction in asking him what he meant b_y saying

that Britain was blockading Ireland equally with @unmany ;in his

broadcast to America in wordas that took me a good deal of time

to echoose, Half way through he got red as a beet,and shouted out,

" This is an impertinence to gquestion the statements of the head

of a state.”" I sald that I wes not prepared to argue that with him

but that he must remember that he delivered his message to .smer-

ica at 2 time when fi.eling was very tense, that his anti-Sritish

iriends had tried to beat you, whioh they had a right to do, ihat

they had tried to beat the lend and lease act and were now engaged

in trying to sabotage the American aid to ﬁritain poliocy that in

encouraging anti-&ritiuh gsentiment in .meriea he could only be regarded

unless there were another explanation for his languagn)as inciting

opposition to the American Government . He calmed down then and we

went on with the pilege .
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fan

I haven't been able to find out yet whether he has Lpld any of his
cabinet of the incident. There are no outward signs nfﬁ%igeun-_
holes everything of this nature but I shall get it out of Sean T, Vike
0'Kelly or Bhanme L-quntu{ whe is lunching with us on Saturday,
You provaply will have to go on the air to the Irish people some
day before very long . The reports of speeches like Stimson's this
morning ( May 7 about the need for using the lavy at once) are printed
very fully but noigﬁizssian is allowed and no one really knows whe
what the people feel , Take care of your health no matter what
you have to neglect. God Bless you,

Aff



2 | ., THE WHITE HOUSE
" WASHINGTON

May 20, 1941

MEMORANDUM

The President has offered the Irish
Government sale or charter of two ships to take
food supplies for the civilian populstion of
Irelsnd. In eddition to that he has requested
Normen Davis to see the Irish Minister and to
say that the President wa: willing to authorize
the expenditure of five hundred thousend dollars
from the President's relief fund for the purchasze
of food for the civilisn populztions in Ireland.
Mr. Normen Davis so advised the Irish Minister

yesterday.



¥y dear Boss : I heard the canned version of your Fireside falk
on the seven o'clock news this morning. They made & very good record of
it in London. It is just another bulls eye. lhat is all I cen say
about it. To report on my own little shop,~if you have not been too
busy vith more importent matters you may have seen my rather steamed —
ug‘talhgrums on the oonscription situation . I'd like to see i=aRk all
rﬁ rafted and put in the front line but it would have been madness
just now for there is mueh bigger game in pros.ect, ir. D.V. has,
I think,never experienced such & fest one &s you put over with the
two ships and the “ed Cross wheat . Its the only laugh I've had
since I fell down the ice house laust summer., I had Just received a
sopy of his peevish declination of the ships and his announcement
that he was sticking by Aiken when the papers oarried the news of
your" @enerous Cift to the Irish feople” Phere has been no mffRie
gfficial statement about it but it went over big with the publie
whioh of course was what was wanted, You have invented the right
technique for this situation . What I tell him doesn't get to his
own osbinet unless I leak it out to some of them. A week ago yesterduy
he told Gen. Hulaahr,ﬂppaaition member of the ~Yefense Council that
1 was misrepresenting Ir land to “ashington and that if I were not
a friend of yours and i1f the situation were not so tense he would

ask for my recall. Today I am his fair haired boy . I hed & hunch to

®end him the purport of the first three telegrams ; 2
S8ny
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the Depertment oYy the conscription arisis ., Immed wutely he Lele-
phoned me thanking me profusely and saying I hed mede EXNBREX

an objective stutement of the situation bevond critieism. This wes

at five P.il. I came in from dinner late and found & eall up reguesi,
He immediately began 1in & very sour voice to tell me thakasaape ated
elouse for Irish #xsim Catholie sgtionalists could not be accepted,
I thought this was his well known tactiec. He gets you hooked in
prineiple und then whittles away. It made me Very algry and 1 told
wim I was through, that we could not consider taking any part in
a negotiation which involved the prinieiple of pertition , that in
the interest of saving & tragio situation if he wae not willing to
acoept & oompromise without pre;uﬂié; to his position he was taking
a dangerous oourse and ééflng on thih{ iece . On this we rang up and

1 expected my passport in the morning . Instead while Cosgrave wes
here asking if we oould helprn.?. rang up, said that the talk had
been unsatisfaotory on the telephone S0 he was sending me his posit-
ion in a letter. This was a very temperate ,reasonable document and

I atybnce told him so and noped that when he nddressed the Dail on

Lomad more

londay he would say nothing that‘mﬂke 1t~d1ff1nult for Washington
in the orse they felt their interests vere involved, When the news
came that Churchill had decided 23: to enforoce the order he culled me
up himself and thanked me. T am more than ever sure that you were
right in letting me rap his knuekles for " pressure grouping " us
in his Americun brosdesst . *“e hated it bui the whole tone of things
has been better ever asince. lhey have stopped this line of mean

{inuendo in their speeches. He ounnot realize that the +rish do not

run Amerios but it is beginning to dawn on him . Dillon tells me he

is used to huving two ministers, ours wund his own and 4is very sop
e



de
because I aEmAXX um not tuken in by his technigue , .8 soon us the mffm
effeot of this lutest speech of yours begins to be evident I!,J..l
wire you ,

& had Dan Breen, the gunman who started the Black end lan war
by murdering two pulicaman}, lunching with us yesterday. He is now an
MePs ‘e hus over a dozen bullet holes in him, and has Probably killed
twenty cops. liuude thought he was fine,

Aff
S
E’h—-\ ’
—
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My dear Franklin : Bob Hinkley is here today and starting home to-
morrow 8o I have a chance to get & line off to you that will reach you
within the week. [hree or four days &go I called on \Walshe (Permanent
Seoretery for External affairs ) on the occasion of his iustalation
in new offdess. He at once opened on the (uestion of arms. I told
him thet I had receded from my personal position of arms for Ireland
when in Jarmuary I began to & oreciate the widely speead anti-2ritish
feeling, that DeValers had refused to make any undertaking even on
the supposition that Ireland were invaded by Eurmany and that I
would n do # ything more . He asked what wundertaking I reguired.

(obf, Vi without reservation
I said hia‘yurd that if invaded he will be in the waqhand «ll lrish
facilities aveilable for use by ?ritain and ourselves . With this
I would undertake to reopen the guestion of arms for Ireland but could
promise nothing and that of course if my Government considered the
proposal favorably they would require something in writing . There
the matter rests. - )

The aftermath of the recrnt bombing discloses the‘faut that there
15.52_resentmant against Eermanr » DeValerg made & formal statement
of the event i, the Dail but only, so Dillon tells meyaiter ihe
Opposition threatened to bring it up for debate if he made no stulemeny,

I think this means a very lively fear of thﬂig;rmnns, also o definite

unwillingness to meke eny saorifice to help England . This last is very
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general though & mejority of both Government und people would rather
have England win than Vermany.

Irish
The risult 4in Crete I think will make v sistenoe to & major

A
German air attask perfunctory. I think DeValers will say " we dre
helpless,; ncither ©ritein nor the U.3. would arm us, it is thedr
fault. I am not going to have my people séhp;huurad. I think you have
got to count on this. I am elso beginning to think that 1f any port
seizing has to be done it could be done without serious trouble by
us if there were & lending in foree with a display of eair force over
Dublin ¢dropping leaflets.

I don't think DeValerz is going to change his line unless forced to deo
0. He hes deliberately pessed up the chance to excite anti-German
feeling over the recent bombing. fie has in fact olamped down on
expression of anti-verman feeling . Ha either has an understanding
with Lhefiarmunﬂ on which he relies or what is more likely he is
blindly taking the thousand to one chance that he oun esouape involves
ment , get a free vride and no fare collected after the war by‘

e f?‘g.iving Spitain. In the present phase ( your judgement is far
vetter than mine) I would be tempted to smoke him out by giving him
anti-aireraft guns to resist Yerman barbarism with & press releuse
that would make it diffioult to refuse. But he would refuse & publiec
offer I think. is often &s possible do some favor Ifor the *rish
people but always PUSLICLY so that he cannoi pigeonhole it ., If we
have a vacoine for the foot and mouth disease us Lom Cumpbell says ve
have send some of that over guick. Keep the poeple behind us and

the Opposition. Then if you have to do anything,yuu gan split the cowny

country. The government and most of the people are still living in &

dream wopy . % e l‘":z_{ TR LS N
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

( WASHINGTON
u}ﬁ i [L July 17, 1941
¥ \QE{\
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Ly dear lir., President:
Kany thanks for letting me see this letter from
David Gray., I found 1t particularly interesting, and

I feel there is a good deal in his first suggestion,

Beliave me

althfully your

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE )Y
WASHINGTOMN

;ﬂlf Lh . 1941.

MEMORANDM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE

This is interesting. Pleass

read and return.

F. D. Re

Letter to the President from
David Gray dated June 26, 19.1.



Jine 26, 1941,

My dear Boss : I have passed on several suggestions 88 to possible
odourses of proceedure in gase Amerioan security demanded the oceup-
ation of ocertain Irish ranilitiu;:zg.goruutall their use by
the Germens or to win the battle of the Atlantig , Here is another
one that has been given to me : Irelend is probably headed ;if not
for a famine as in 1847 certainly for great hardship with egonomic
disloeation, Hunger is a bessibility dapnndantﬁun erop failure or
S8uccess. Todate the wheat Prospeotes are not good in meny looalities
and laok of rain now and wet harvest weather would upalIaatruspha.
Though Englend might have relieved the situation 1in 1847 it 1s beyond
her power to do so now. With shipping losses mounting,and Shipping
needed for the middle east she must oconserve all max imports for her
own fighting people. As we sent food stuffes to Ireland in the
famine of the middle of the last century :ﬁ ocught we now on & much
greater scale,but to safeguard the ;rinhaﬁgzgla againet hardship
and hunger we must be able to proteat our, oearriers both as they
appreach the Irish coasts and when they lie 4in Irish ports to
disoharge . This proteotion involves the wuse of neighboring air-
fields by defense fighter planes and such other prog;utivq measures
88 might be needed. It is certain that fc?&larﬁ would refuse these
Protddtive facilties to us. Are we therefore to let the Frish
people suffer from the obstinate etupidity of their Present

government or should we take a strong hand and arrive with supplies
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and armg:sfuruaa peither with or without notice? The kind thing
with the 4 interests of the Irish people in mind would be to
move in  both in the inteerst of American and of Irish defense. It is
thought uhlikely that DeValers would or oould do more then protest
vigorously if suoh a course were adopted, and the Opposition would
probebly accept a falt acoompli with gratifiostion, It 1s thought
that a lerge majority of the poeple would share this view,though
they would not favor " giving up" the ports , The basie idea of
this proposal was to meet Amerioan politioal conditions and to &
large extent 4rish opinion.
Thia*far what it is worth, I shall have something interesting to
tell you about it when we meet . Just now there is a feeling here
that the Russian situation has bostponed the possibilities of imxmmim
invasion indefinitely . This may be 8o0. On the other hand if the

Germans have stuff enough it may oome very soon, Delay is the one thing

that will be fatal to Hitler.

AfT iﬁ

P.S. There is a posaibility that I have heard disoussed thut Yarmany
under cover of general air raids on Britain might lend air born
troops here, ceize the government , 8set up a'puppetf government ,
already believed to be eppointed and litampt to orgunize the country
against England This epuntry is in effect defenseless against
bombing and the landing of air osarried troops under cover of
bombers, How far Fifth Columbists ocould split the nuuntrétxzitakn
part sotively on the side of Bermany I don't pretend to guess, Clever

i L
handling with the ory of 'marohing on[Relfast might be formidadle,
But in any sush oase this country would be a battle field whatel
Ameriean ocoupation in time might prevent.
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Thiﬂ_iu Friday morning June 27, and I have Just come baok from the
alr field where I went to meet Frank Aiken, He shook my hand but
looked pretty sour . DeValers and several ozbinet ministers were

there and very ocordial . I thought it would be a goed thing to show
the status of

up at the landing . I have been trying to findksﬁg“jﬁif'*EEEEE)':;E
the two ships and the half million gift of wheat for Eire .,

There has never been a pub\ished announcement of accgeptance here,
only the Washington dispateh that they had been given and DeValera's
note aoccepting them. Nothing publie from the Government. I am writing

London to get this over to you by & ocourlier travelling by air,

Mau'e sends her best,

Saturday June 28, 1941. Last night the British wireless had your
announoement about rifles for Eire(though without amunition ) and
the statement that thus far you had received no undertaking that

they would be used only to repel & Serman invasion. It was & bullseyy
Oy Mg
Mg 1t was apparently censored from th;;guwapupara « 1 am inguiring
ol
if 1t was in faot oenscred so thaet I may not report it as rensoved

il At wenr n;t“. However the news was pretty generally spread by the

B.B.C.
I h;ve just heard from an absolutely responsible s@urce that

DeValera told him before Bill Dgnavan made his vieit,that you

had sent Donavan to every Cathloie 3ishop in imeriea to ask him
to use his influence on the Ilr{sh Government to turn over

the ports to Britain., Xkeyxxsaxlikilax This gives you an idea

of the kind of thing that YeValera cdn and does believe,

The differfence between your ideas anhmine are that yours

are always capable of translation into politeal realities, I
wonder if you think I am erazy in believing that when we win i
this war we must utilize the Hitler conquest of TFurope to

ensure an economically united Europe bmk politeally organized
to control “ermany, that is & U.S. of Eupope., Percy Lorraine dined here
last night. He was rit;ah Amabassador to ltaly at the outbreak of the
war. Some one in Italy had passed this one on to him, " President
Hoosevelt speaks of making America the arsenal of Vemooracy . We are
that nowj( referring to the material lost in Abpseinia and Libya,)



August 2, 1941

Jerr Davild:

Yours of July twenty-elghth has
Just come as I am leaving for a short
cruise. Praise the Lord you have got the
number of ocertaln persons in the Emerald
Isle!

Those postal curiositles are
tremendouely interesting and a real ad-
dition to my collection.

Much love to you and Maude.

Affectionately,

Honorable David Gray,
The Amerloan Minister,
Dublin,

Ireland.



July 28, 1941,

Dear Boss : On the 1Yth, DeValera sent for me and wanted to know
what your statement to the Press to the effeot that you had not receives)
any undertaking that Amerioan arme if supplied to Ireland, would be use)
ed to repep a Ge'man invasion might mean in the case that you had
getually made it . I said that 1f you had made it as reported it
speaial
probably meant exactly what it said, that I had nndkuawiidga about 1it.
I reported this by telegram to the “epartment with a resume of the res ¥}
of the conversation, '
The most interesting thihg he said was that in the event that
we should at some future time take over the base at Derry he would
feel that it was a ooncern of his government as,while"he recognized
the de faotoj gwymrmmmmtzx ocoupation of the Six Counties by Britain "
they ocould n::i;;eir claim of sovereignty to the tervitory .
I told hik of course that this was a matter he would have to take
up with my government through his own Minister in Washington . It is
& measure of the fatuousness of the man and his unwillingness to
see his position objecfively . I have been developing the theme of
Irish Sationalist oppnsit?%ﬁj?%gﬁgigﬁﬁprnvad poliey of Aid for Sritain

on all ocoasions with the Prime Minister and in letters and conver-
sations with members of the government and members of the Dail who
ask me why we do not give them amme . It is & great shock to them that

we have a grievance and that we do not take kindl
Thia plics 02 amn faad.

Y to their Playing
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I make it olear that the high class,raponsible irish Americans

are not involved in thia,hut that the groups that conduct the ocampaign
glaim teo represent Ireland and that no one dispites their claim ,

If I don't take the offensive now when the economic pressures begin

to hurt,as they will soongwe shall be blamed . I am muking it clear

or trying to make it clear that no matter how generously di?uuad our
Government may be to IrelandﬂnaJarity opinion in America would not
sanetion our making sacrifes for people who will do nothing for us ,
Smpxtmrx¥xelermatxinextvingxantienzihatx I am toldzymambera of his
party that Aiken has assured his friends that he lined up the
ilrish Groups in the United Staes. The other night & senator of his
party told me that he had said that he had advised sabotage . Of course
I meke no reference to Abken except that when in America he addressed
one or more of these Nationalist groupu‘and so identified the Irish
Government with hhem . The faot that I have had no denial as to the
attitude of the Irish-American Nationalists and no repudiation of them
leads me to believe that the Irish Government is deeper in,than they
would want known. I pushed thiés at the Prime Minister in our last talk
pretty strongly and hotly and he §guirmed but had no come-back.
However I believe he has no idea of changing his course and cannot see
that he missed the boat in not inviting us in,as the Icelanders did,
Serator Macfermot went to see him recently and urged him to do just
this showing how it would solve all their problems. ide said it waa’%gg_t
%535? MacDermot is introdueing & resolution in the Senate to thiﬂ
effect,” Resolved that the irish Government invite the United States

to protect Ireland from aggression.” A very good wording.

I told the prime minister that while I had no special knowledge

a-—tn.ihn_hnaa_as_;.aay_

- o s e B
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+ 88 to the base at Darry,nor 48 to the plans of the “ritish and U.8,

it ndiCHnd

A ]

Guvarnmanta;it looked to me as 1t must to him.that we had given
up all thought of any help from him, were going to make a forteess
and air planes ’
out of the Six Counties, f£i1] [:g_with troops and tﬁifh:ﬂﬁ’fﬁat
the German invasion,if it came,would not begin there , that we wers
not}ually interested from a military viewpoint in the help of his
infantry amx as tha,ﬂritish had man power enough as soon as it nould‘be
Lot toien tialanaren) '
properly armed , Eut‘ﬂﬁ*qihe help that bases would give wus in fight-
ing the battle of the Atlantie . The implication was that if he chose
to be a battle ground, that was his responsibility. Dillon sees this
and other leaders of the fpposition as well as individual supporters
of HYeutrality and they are very anxious., I am very glad that we have
never asked for anything though there is & censiderable school of
Uinsistantly
thought here which believes that if we did auEIﬁB'EEEﬁIE get what
)
we wunted .
with this man
There is no use of you trying to do uainuuﬂlthruugh me or other
regular ohannels . When you want to make a move,do it like the of fer of
the two ships and the half million dollars worth of wheat, or like
the remark ebout the arms that I have spoken of . That gets over.
Diplomatic stuff is pigeon-holed . I don't think he tells any one of
his ministers . He feels that he knows best . The British don't
understand this at all and DeValers makes & monkey of them by always
using it . I have tried to make Maffy understand but he doesn't really.
He thinks it {;n't quite oricket I suspeot,but he is a grand fellow,
- R -
Ras an idea in which there is merit if the ritish could
understand it : This is to give the Irish a very large gquantity of
xashex mediocre elderly rifles, & balloon barage and as much other

Lomipicns
out of dnfi}?huipmant a8 could be spared from the Home Guard as they

E.*“‘quiypﬂ*-'**h—-ﬂﬂt-ﬂﬁﬁ4 an
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" get equipped with modern stuff . This would be publicizoised perhaps
by questiona in the huuno'ubJaating to it and an answer by the
government which would suggest that an agreement had been reached
with YeValera . All this on the radio & couple of times . The army

would welcome the stuff and between the army and thef?irman Minister

and his irish friends something might bolt the hole, You have to

fight fire with fire and glory be to God you understand this situation,
Hopkins posteript to the news last night ;:;t very big but it reads

better than it sounded on the wireless.

T am sending you some postal curiocsities which may interest you.

Throw them out if they don't.

Maude sends her love . Bless you. Take care of yourself,

ALT
)
Hosonsi

They plcked up a new parachutist the other day. He pame down in Meath
where he left his parachute and wireless set. He got over the border
and the Britsh cgdght him. He proved to be an Irighman who had been
in Jersey when the §ermans went in. How they happened to catch him
I haven't heard yet. He won't talk and has been sent to London, Of coursf
it is impossible with things as they are,for you to take any strong
action heregeven if it were necessary. . You know better than I if
it pErEzRemess&ryzx is necessary . But 1f conditions made it possible,
it would be the kind thing to do for Ireland. The alternative is
*gold and daprivatlon and & retribution waiting for +this govemment
at the end of the warywhich ever side wins. Major Wofford ®f§ military
attach® has brought in some suggestions of this kind made
in confidence to him by Irish officers. He 1s & very good appointment

and dcing very well.
o,



August 21, 1941.

Dear David:~

Thank you for yours of July eleventh.
T got back & few days ago from the Churchill
confersnce and I think it has done good. Also
1t may make a fow more people in Ireland see
the light.

Good old Pa Watson got off a line
yesterday which has more truth tham poetry in
it. We were talking about Senator Bob Reymolds,
aow Chairman of Military Affairs Committee.

We lgriﬂthtﬂitlormurirFMtu
have bought a North Carolinps cracker. Then
we spoke of Dave Walsh, Cheairman of the Baval
Aff=irs Committee in the Senate, and Pa sald
"The chief troubbe with him is that he hates
England more then he loves the United States®.

It is & rather dreadful thing to say
but I must admit that if factories close in
Ireland and there is a grest deal more suffer-
ing there, there will be less general sympathy
in the United States tham if it had happened
six months ago. People are, frankly, gatting
pratty fed up with oy old friend Dev.

As ever yours,

Homorable David Gray,
Ameriean Legntion,
Dubli

Irel -



July 11, 1941,

Dear Boss : The enclosure was sent down tc me by hand from Belfast.,
The writer is the head of an ancient irish clan in Kerry. He is also
a a#amher of the irish Benate, andraa he aayu,in hia-}riv&tu oapaaité‘
an officer in the #ritish army and assistant chief of staff in Mleter,
I had him to lunch and asked him his views on the importance of the
ports and air bases from a military point of view. There has been
no authoritative military study and athalysis made of this problem
as yet,.
Iceland and the announcement about Americar® working on the naval
vasi at Dgrry have been prominently featured in the Eire newspapers.
As far as I can read the government attitude ,it is worrying them
1ntet€%1y and making people feel that the Ulster move will leave
them out emzihmzxiimhzx in the cold which is just what is best for
the situation just now . However)l don't think there is a chance
that De¥slera will back track . He is very blind and stubbornm,
But we have constant reports of people who say,” why dosen't DeValera
do what the President of Iceland has done.," Senator Maclermot came out
the other day mixhx and showed me a resolution which he had it in
mind to offer in the Senate. It read " Hesclved that the Irish
Government invite the United States to secure Eire against aggression,"
I advised him to try to sell it to DeValera first in prirata.fﬂ} would
surely be opposed unless Dev., thought of it himself, Today he tulaphonﬂ

that he had not seen “ev. and that in yesterday's London Times the
ol SNAA

r
SAme 8 ggestion wam made in a letter A\so that now he sould not spons?
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it , 1t being of British origin. Your handling of this Irish thing

is very very sound, That cryptic release of yours about having
had no uﬂdﬁrtaking!thﬂt arme given to Eire would be used to repel a
Berman invasion gave them & jolt. It is the only way to get things

to the mass of the people and even to the ecabinet . I have warned
several of them lately not to rely upon the Iriah Ameriean pressure
groups but they don't believe me. I am told Aiken Bayqngk_sot them

8ll lined up behind Ireland and Irish neutrality so that they have
nothing to worry about. No one here seems to get what you are doing
in the way of handling the Irish American problem but Dev. iz 0%,
suspicious of you. Admiral King who commands the naval end in galrast
ceme to see me yesterday and told me about the Yanks at jerry . It
was all news to me,though it was on the wire from Mew York this a.m.
I hope they will impeach Wheeler before they get through . Bob Tafft's
five hundred thousand men in the Six Counties is the funniest yet.
As you know, they have three divisions and a few oddments besides,
sixty thousand men at the autsidulgnd not &t all well equipped.

The writer of the enclosed memo. says very rightly that economie
pressure will not influence the faming population with their low grade
standards of living but I think it likely that closing down of more
factries may educate i!ﬁ&'“Plﬂ in the cities to the faote. A lecdddgg
produce importer wrutaréaking meé for help as he said the situation was
" desperate” . I wrote him at some length e)plaining the lack of
shipping eand also the fact that the aotionf of the [rish Pressure
groups in America hae made Amerioan majority opinion look upon Eire

ag hostile to iﬁitnin. ABEX & conseguence American opinion was not
disposed to make sacrifices of shipping and material needed to beut

Hitler. Ireland had a& right to be neutral but she must, as such,

80lVe her own problems of armament and supply. W Eh;h
Y
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You replied that, wheth#: - I0th July 1941,

not, the mupply situati
fiaiantlr acute to bri

to the pecple and that, ‘e
situation in America was

May I be allowed to record my appreciation of the
ecompliment which you paid me last week, in inviting my
views on the problem which confronts us, in conneetion
with the Zire ports,

In the meantime, I have had time to consider our dis-
cussion and, in view of the importance of the subject, it
may be useful to review it,

You asked me, at the outset,whether the possession of the
orts and airfields in Fire were, in fact, essential to
Eu the euccessfl conduct of the war by G.Britain and the

U.5.4.

I replied that, in the case of the R.N, and eventually
the Aimerican Navy, the time now oeeupied in refuelling
in home or safe waters would be eliminated and that touch
with the enmy would be more conctant, The redunetion in
the "turn round” would, in addition, antomatically
inerease the number of escort vessels at our disposal ,

access bto the territorial waters of Zire wald, ipso
facto, deny them to the enemy,

Finally, our naval units would be better placed to
meet attacks emanating from the western coast of France;
this last is of the utmost im.ortance in the event of
8 large scale attempt at invasion,

The R.A,F, require airfields for much the game reasons
and, in partiecular, to develop the range of fighter
support against ﬁnemy'unitﬂ in the "Battle of the Atlantie",

The denial of these advantage to the enmey and the
consolidation of a position in Zire, in anticipation of
an attempt to invade Great Britain, appears to me to
be of paramount importance at the present time,

The occupation of the poris and the development of air-
fields would turn a lamentable weaknes into a source of
strength, from whieh an offenaive pould be developed,

Tou then referved tg the various methods of achieving
the end in view #th the minimum of friction,

The possibility of the Eire Covernmnet es;onﬂiﬁg to
any appeal based on the considerations for which G,
Britain and the U,5,i, have entered the war was elim-
inated forthwith,

You sug;ested a large convoy, arriving with food and
raw materials and an ooccupation covered by the necessary
propaganda and defence weapons y Tinally, you mentioned
the possibility of caloulated b deaste being effective,

I gave it as my view that a "fait accompli" was the
one and only way of dealine with the Eire people and the
EZire Covernment and added that this must be staged by the
hereditary friend and not the hereditary foe,
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Tou replied that, whether this was the right course or
not, the supply situation in Fire was not as yet suf-
ficlently acute to bring realisat on of their positon
to the people and that, at t e gane time, the politieal
situation in Amerieca was not ripe for direct action,

In regard to these considerations, may I say that a
preasant population,with a low standard of livinz, will
not feel restrictions acutely for a long time to gome:
consequently, as a lever to induce compliance,any idea
of pressure of this kind should be disearded,

I am fully aware of the diffieulties which confront
the Fresident but I offer the suzzestion that the Press
in America shou’'d begin to draw attention to the un-
Tortunate attitude of Fire and the possible effect on
American interests if, as a result of enemy success,
the Eire coastline were to be controlled by Germany and
the country were to become a German colony,

The historical facts of the help which Ameriea has ale
ways.given to Eire in the rast in her struggle for
independence should be a definite and constant feature
of press notiees and broadeasts,

I mentioned to you that I thouszht that an oceupation
of the ports eould be effected with 2 minimum of 4dif-
ficulty during the time that the enemy is engased else-
where,

As to the details, this is a problem whieh requires to
be worked out by the ecombined staffs of the services of
the two countries,

At this Juncture, it is only neseccary to remark that
bases are available in N,Ireland from which both sea and
air-borne operations eould be initiated without difficulty,
though the want of ready made airfields would be felt at
the outset,

What the politieal repercussions in Fire would be,
and what stages they would fa 1 into, ean be no more
then eonjecture but,with some diffidence,I give it as
my opinion that reactions wou'd be less violent than we
are led to believe mi-ht be the gcase,

In any eventuality, the want of equipment and ammunition
in Tire would make it a matter of little difficulty for
an American foree to hold such are-s as tley required for
the prosecution of the war, 1if they were onece oceupied
with a minimim of opposition,

It is a matter of the greatest importance to realise
that, should the enemy anticipate action on the part of
the U.5.4., the recovery of the bases would require a much
greater effort and would complicate the difficulties which
We are confronted with at the present time,

You will appreciate that these notes are sommnioated
to you by a private individual, without refernece to any
official source,and must be regarded as an expression of
8 personal opinion, . .
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Robert Lhm a member of the com- i,
depmd::; iuawlatte to the Mnfarqlmm 5

, Wrote in a r

de Lafayette, on Jan. 10, 1783, six years "
before the Constitution was adopted: :

The great cause between Connec- o~
ticut and Pennsylvania has been ¥l
decided in favor of the latter. It is :?,

a singular event: there are few in-
stances of independent states sub-
mitting - their cause to a court of
justice. The day will come, though,
when all disputes in the great
republic of Europe will be tried in
the same way, and America be
aluoted to exemplify the wisdom of

Hﬁmrum—u-j—
& March 8, 1879, hhmh;unm
mmmm-;hm

whh'-,ﬂ. !l ;

lited States, Possessions and Territories:

iths Jmonths 1 month
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Jeptember 11, 1941,

Ky dear Franklin :
Our sympathy goes out to You but one oan

hardly grudge release to one full of years and aauumplishment,aspanially
when it comes like sleep .Maude and I have had few friends so
generous and kind andloyal as she was to us for so many years, I

believe we shall continue to know her generous influences,

Faithfully and Aff

5r~A




September 12th, 1941.

My dear Franklin : We have Just been listening to two recorded
passages from your last nights speech . It seems to me to be the
perf;ot expression of the imerican Governmente position with regard
to ALL onditions political and military. It is a great paper.

Bless You.

Last week I went up to Jerry about & matter which I have explained

to Sumner Welles and to see what our"techinicians" have been doing

" for the British Government", From all I could see and find out

the jJob has been perfectly planned and is being executed a hundred

per cent. Commander Bragg is first claess, quies , simple, effective,
the type of American that makes one proud . Not the least of his
achievements is the absence of friction with the limies. His oppositte
numbagqcapt. Ruck-Keen is an exceptionally decent and intelligent
fellow and Admiral King at felfast in command of the whole 4rish
naval show is a straight shooting fellow and no fool.

another American that ®gude and I felt very proud of is " Spike"
Evans who dined with us a couple of nights recently .

Many thanks for your letter of August 21. It was good of you to
write when you have thousands of important matters on your mind,
Dev., is still grim and obstinate and blind . I keep pounding away
on the idea that we do not like to be pressure~grouped by ANY hyphen-

ated minority. It is a good deal of a blow to them for they have come



to take playing polities in our back yard as a right. I have asked
Sumner Welles please to find out for me from the F,B,I. if they
have anything on Adlken , I don't want to know details but it would
strengthen my hand if I knew they had connected him with subversive
gotivities. is I wrote you it is reported to me by enemies of his in
his own party that he has boasted that" he had everything lined up",
If he could be mentioned in some savotage trial it would be a very
good thing and have a good effect here.
Take care of yourself.

ATL.

[ I

—
.
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My dear Franklin : I was glad of the opportunity to get over to

see Myron Taylor . I loaded him 4p with the }rish situation :tﬂ,~4\

I was glad to meet Winant whom I liked., I &also saw admiral Ghormley
and Paul Hammond snd told the latter there was little or no chance
of having the ports offered us and that conseguently any development
of alr bases at Foynes beyond what was obviously for immediate
commercial use would be suspeot and lead to trouble . I also told
Paul that speaking unoffieially and without special knowledge or
instruetion in my view the only alternative to foreible seizure of
bases was to adapt Lough Erne and Terry =as a makeshift and by use
of longer range fightarsf-d.o as well ae possible . I elso explained to
him that from txng;tinlx point of view of Iriseh -American relations
it was better that the Irish Government should realize that we were
preparing to get along without their help, valuable though it would
be , that we would probably r:speot their position as isolationists
but that neither we nor the #ritinh would probably make sacrifices
for them in the future.

The only ochange in the pattern here is some evidence of & growing
anxiety upon the part of Mr. DeValera as to his position alone and
unarmed in a Jjungle world. In a xpm=xx keynote speech on Sunday

the
last at Wexford he said," In speaking of mmx likelihood of our involve-

ment in this war we are not dealing with some distant vague paanihilif

We are dealing with what must, by all reasonable people, be classed a
. ’
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as a high probability unless God Keeps us particularly in his merecy, "
Last week he made another appeal to Maffy for arms on the old
ground that it was stupid for the British Empire to lose the oppor-
He also said that the morale of his army was deteriorating.
tunity of arming Irish man power 'AK&lfy sald that he appreclated
that point of view but that his government gould hardly be blamed for
not relying without reservations upon & government that made no dist#
tinction between Nuzi-ism and Democraey =and that besides thﬁt,all

Dev,
available arms were required by combatants., ¥m has given me up &as &

bat fade Pruntect h Sebtery Pein an—

I think the correct intarp{giainn to be placed on his Sunday's
speech is that economle pressures are elosing in on him, his army
is becoming bored and that the only available ﬁgmé:za beat is that
of defense, I do not think that the speech portended any change

of his isolationist poliey. I have been slow to realize that a
conviction of UGe:man vietory is very general in government
niralaii;mong the professional classes . Conor Magulre President of
the High Court and former Attorney General under Dev. let it out
the other night at a little dinner I had for Bill Clark( to whom
we took a great faney). I have Just got a long letter from our
@ardinal to the same effect. I asked.him how & negotiated peace with
Hitler was to be guarenteed.( He had urged such a peace in & publiec
address) He fanuwured that either Hitler would dictate & peace to us
or in the end we would have to make & nagjpthf}ud peace with him,

go why not nowf It was & Vvery friendly correspondence , I had
written him that if he would or could guarentee a dictated peace

I would take my coat off and work under him to bring it about NOW,

Besides believing that Hitler cannot be beaten they are only Jjust

beginning to believe that we mean business. They had absolute
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"aaauranuagxfhut we would never do any shooting,

Sefore you get this Japan may touch things off . You have handled

that situation miraculously as every other as far as I ocan see, It

iz a very funny fosition yaar:Enale Gray finds himself in,to have
ne grouse about polioy .

vour of

The offer of the Hed Gro{sa to pass on xkm 500,000,00 imxwheat
in the form of medical supplies is welcomed here and has a good
prese . They are very short of medical supplies .If Irish ships
E&ilj irom U.S5.A under American protection I wish you oould arrange
to have that brought out with a good deal of publieity. This Governmert
definitely covers up the faot that their ships sail in “ritish con".rok
The crew of a ship recently that brought four hundred tons of wheat

from Lisbon were all cautioned not to tell about the convoy. Nes

There is one possible aspect of the ports question which I have
never discusssed with you, that is what would happen if you made
a direot request for thum,with cffer of protection . There is a
great deal of loose talk here,even in high oivil service guarters ,

ufiink he both

that he could not rafusa._E xﬂx:i:xi!:xxh;/gauld aEx and would mEXx
refuse unless it suited hi; book to accept . AXZIEXEEPHEXEXPREWX
entyzaxpximmediekexzxadzxxile is olearly eounting on the off chance
of Hitler EE} invading Britain ( although he expmexaxz believes that
the best we oan draw is . negotiated peace.) Unless this chanoce
comesa off he has only one ochoioce, that is between velng prepared and
ermed eagainst invasion and not being prepared and armed, If he
feels his long chance is not coming off and that invasion is iminent,
he wil}ﬂiljfn be prepared to pay the price for arms and uassistance ,

Taress
But he will dicker for terms and gife as little as possible, In the

evenl that he gets ready to dicker ( £eeling invasion suinent)
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then any plan that you might have up your sleeve will be timely.

In the meantime I think the only course is tha::;:'ure folluwing;
that is polite acquiescense in his isolationism and all its impliua$£:ﬁ
It looks now as 11 the I.R.A. " gommunigue" purporting to be the
confession or portions of the confession of Stephen Hayes the kidnape
ed Chief of Staff of the I.R.A. which charged cabinet ministers with
instigating terrorist crimes and them tipping off the EBritish Govern-

ment, although undoubtedly in the main untrun1had destroyed the
probability of early elections. The Government party doean't want
partisan oratory in which these charges will be repeated at least

by inuendo . In a case last week involving xke punishment for
distributing the uoaumant;all the ministers and the one senator
implicated took the stand and denied the charges in toto, They must
fear a situation in which cabinet ministers dare not ignore fantast-
ic charges . In a few daye now I expeot information from fritiah
sources that will definitely prove true or false the most serious
of the charges. Personally I think they have no basis in fact ;/
berond the circumstance that Hayes has been a stool Pigeon in . overnmsg
PaY. american

We heerd this morning that twp mureﬁperahaﬂt ships had been torpedoed,

We are getting acclimatized and have not yet put on the furnace

heat. .

rican
ThaJk deCross donations are exellent accompaniment for a stiff Amerie

can polioy about armes and raw meterisls . I believe you will agree
that if it is necessay we must send food( It is not now necessary)
but make no sacrifices to keep their factories going.

Maude sends love. Bless You
AfT
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Since writing the forgoing the Canadian High Commissioner hus
been to see me to discuss the situation and how best to meet 1it,
Canada fritain and the U.S. each following ite own line but taking
care not to allow Mr. De'alera to play one of us foff against the mx
other. The Commissioner is a Montreal lawyer named Kearney and a
very fine energetio chap with a clear head. He is going to be very
helpful. He had Jjust had a long conversation with Joe walahn’tha
Permanent Sectetary for External Affairs in which this interesting
item appeared. He said Walshe had told him that you had'}etractadd
the statement attributed to you in your Fress conference to the
effeet that you had received no undertaking that imerican arms if
Bupplied to Ireland would be used againat Hitler, that they didn't =
vant to publish %% the correspondence but that I had made the
trouble . They &xm (the insiders) are very bitter against me for
refusing as an individual to take the rcsponsibility of recommending
that they be armed without reuaiv:;fauma undertaking as to Eftre's
position in case of invasion., It is very likely that if Dev, has
to come down and talk turkey he will not do it through me , That is

.therefore
all right with me . I'm all in favor of saving his face. Kearney 3
may come into the pieture very profitably with a fermula but I have
Wtrnagimagainut getting out on a limb without some definite assur-
ances . Of course you understand if the position I have taken here
ever embarasses you in the least tip me off and I'll get out:It
may be that I have fulfilled my uaarulnusulthat is insisting on
American rights and polioy instead of sefving frish poliecy as Dev,

expects an American minister to do. There is no guestion that Dev,
is gunning for me and will probably try to work through political
frien's of his in America . On the surface of course he is very
sweet and I try to do everything I ocan for him exoept the one

thing  he wants and won't pay for. K

d &
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ARA CELI
ARMAGH
Ooctober 20, 1941.

Tour Excellency

I am most grateful for your kind letter, as kind
as it is frank, which is all that I could expect from
one in your position. And I am tickled by the delight-
ful sketeh you would suggest of your tall and graceful
figure, with coat off, working at my wide -"but for cne
cirocumstance."

My position is that whatever Hitler may be, you
ought to try to meke peace with him now, because you may
have to do s¢ later on. If he wins you shall be foreced,
I suppose, to accept his terms; and if the war be fought
to stalemate, it will be necessary to make peace with him,
The only case in which you .can escape making peace with
him is if you win out yourselves. But is this likely?
When can you hope to be able to invade Germany and defeat
the German army on its own scil? And suppose that did
ever happen, is there the ghost of a chance that there
would be a just peace then?

I don't forget Hitler's breach of Treaties, though
I fancy he would have scmething to say about the circum-
stances in which they were entered into. I regard his



action as unjust. But was there no injustice against
him and Germany? What about the deliverate end per-
sistent exclusion of Germany from free access to raw
materials - an exclusion which at every turn was hurt-
ing the Reich and threatening its very existence? .ind
remember that this systematic injustice against Germany
had long been practiced before ever Hitler began to mis-
behave,
I'm sorry 1 have no time to say more,
My warmest thanks to lirs. Gray and my kindest
regards,
Yours wvery sincere
+ J. Cardinal MacRory

I have Conference in Drogheda tomorrow, in Dundalk
on Tuesday, in Armagh on Wednesday snd in Dongammon on
Thursday, and so am particularly busy today. I intend
to post this in Eire on my way to Drogheda. For, though
I am an Irish Cardinal in his own country, I have good

reascon to fear a foreign censor}
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My dear Mr. Presldent

I am transmitting herewith an aide-mémolire and a note
dated Ostober 16 and Hovember &, respesctively, from the
Irish Legetion referring to the mctivities of Amerlcan
technicians in Northern Ireland and asking "to be informed
offielally of the purpose of these mctivities and of the
intentions of the American Government®. I alse sncloss
for your consideration a draft reply to this note.

Flease leot me know whether this draft meets with
your approval or, 1f net, the nature of the reply whish
¥You wish us to send.

Ballieve me

Falthfully youra,

A TTRR L "t

Enolosures
1. PFrom Irish Legation,
Ootober 15, 1941.
2. From Irish Legation,
Hovember 6, lid4l.
3. To Irish Legatlion.

The Fresldent,
The White House.
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I have taken up with the Fresident your aide-mimolire
of Ootober 15, 1941 and your note of November §, 194l in
which you refer to reported motivities of Amerlican tech-
niviens in Nertherm Ireland and ask "to be informed
offieially of the purpose of these actlivities and of the
intentions of the Amsrican Jovernment®™. I am authorised
to maks the following reply.

You may reeall that at the President's press oom=-
ference mme weeks age refersnoce was made to reports
that the United States was sonstrusting a naval air base
in Northern Ireland. The President commented that what-
ever has been done in this respect has been done oither
under tls Land-Lease Aot or by reasen of stralght purchase

vy
The Honoracle
Robert Grennan,

Minlster of the irish Free State.
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by the Eritish Government. He stated that American steaal,
for example, has perhaps gone into British bases in the
United Kingdom, in Canade and slsewhere. He added that
Amerlcan workmen were no doubt working on such bases and
that they were being pald for this work by the British
Jovernment .

In as much as the inquiry contained in your communi-
cation under acknowledgment relates to terri tory recog-
nlzed by the Government of the United States as part of
the United Kingdom, and in as much as 1t will be clear
from the statements I have above made that the matter of
this inquiry is & question which concerns the Unlted Eing-
dom and 1ts defense measures, I am obliged to suggest
that the inquiry in question should be addresssd by the
Irish Oovernment to the Government of the United Kingdom.

Aocept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highast

consideration.



4/ TRTSH LEGATTON
Washington; D.C.

15th OQctober 1941

ATDE - MEMOTRE

The London "Daily Mail® of 13th Qctober
reporting that thousands of American technicians and
workmen are building bases in Northern Ireland says
that representation had been made to Washington to
send a body of United SBtates Marines as protecting
force because a large area was now virtually under
American control.

This report following frequent rumours
about activities on & large acale in thia ares and an
additional report on this matter in the Washington
tMmes-Harald® Dctober 15th impels the Irish Government
to request the United States CGovernment to ba good
snough to inform them of their intentions in thias
matter,

The nited States Government ars aware of
the existence of the vital interest of the whole Irish
people in the territory of the 8ix Counties which they
regard as forming part of the national territory.

Altogether apart from the very friendly
relations existing betwesn the United States and Ireland,
the Irish Government fesl that the Tnited States Govern-
ment will show consideration and respect for the very
special position, generslly acknowledged, which the
Irish Covernment ococupy in regard to the territery in

question.
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TRTSH LEGATTON
¥ashington, D. C.

Hovember 6, 141

T have recently spoken to the Stats Department

8ir:

concarning the mctivities of pAmerican technicians in parts

of tae alx northeastern Counties of Ireland and of publish-
pd rumours concerning & projected landing there of American
armed forces. I have asked to be inforsed officially of the
purpose of these activities and of the intentiona of the
Americen Government. As I have not up to the preszent recelv-
od the information ssught, I wish on behalf of my Government
to make the request more formal through this note.

T cannot too strongly emphasize the concern which
my Government feel at the absence of suthoritative informs-
tlon regarding a matter which could have the most serlous
conssquences for the whole people of Ireland, sbout which
thare is conaidarabls public uneasiness in Ireland and in
which the American Government must be aware that the Trish
Government have a vital interest.

My Government believe that there ia no nead to remind
the Americen Government that the Partition of Treland wes
affected and 1a being malntalned against the expressed will
of the great majority of the people of Ireland and that the
reatoration of the integrity of the natlonal territory of
Treland s the primary political aim of that majority and

the purpose nearsst to the heart of the majority of the Triah
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people everywhers,
My Goverpment will be mos® grataful for an sarly reply.
Pleasa accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest

consideration.

(2igned) ROBT. BRENMAN

The Honorable Cordell Hull

Sacratary of State of the tnited States

Washington, U. C.
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Our
¥y dear Franklin : %hm first reaction to the news that Japan had "
attacked usf was " Than: God!the country is now behind the President,

I think any number of ware are easier to fight than what you have
been through for two years .

I am sending & long letter to Sumner Wellee with & memorandum
on the present Xrish situation . He will pass on to you what he
may  think to be important. I may be wrong but I am apprehensive of
wrifing dispatch-s on secret policy matters to be passed around the
Ugpartment. Vet I don't want to burden you with detail ,

Your idea of putiing = special bill through Congress to enable
the Irish Government to purchsse the two ships by special arrangement
was & bull's eye here and hes done a lot of good . That i3 the kind e
of propaganda and publieity that counts . I have suggested to Sumner
"elles the same device for certain token arms purchuses ., The
reaction to our entrg into the war has been very favorable except amnn?
certain Government cirocles dominated by .iken, I think in the light
of DeValera's friendly statement that it would be safe to arm Eire,
that it would t them under obligations that they would recognize .
How that the rish bloe has stopped sniping at aild for Britain
our best play is to work along your line of " token generosities",

" goodwill gestures." Sumner Welles will Eive You the details.,

If the Germans protest it will push the 4rish our way, If you

ever have reason to speak publicly on the subject you may say that
there are 150,000 Irish volunteers fighxx from Eire <fighting the
J.ins w

I find the “ritish government is afraid to make any open gesture
¢f friendliness to De alera for <fear of unleushing the storm of
resentment against him . Here is our chance to reverse our field
and earry the ball for a bit. Events now are going to corner him
and I think he knows it. No one will need to go hungry but the
enconomic life of the country is  oing to be 8queezed and the pro-
tected industrialists who have been such strong neutrals are going
to get theirs . Isn't it our cue to get the lrish people behind us
with & few kind deeds?

Flease remember one thing . No matter how critical is the situat-
ion,it 1s going to be a lot worse if you are dead or sick. So for the
Country's sake nip off for odd daye no matter what is coins onm,
Hemember that when any body begins to feel that he CAI'T get away thal

is the time when he had beeter go.

laude Joins me in mueh love.
AL

Br-A

e
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