.PSF: [veland Jﬂﬂ.-}}{op—-f 1 9Y2

e




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 19, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE
SECRETARY OF STATE:

See No. 2 - Jan. 18th - 11 A.M.
from Uinister Gray in Dublin.

¥Whut do you think we ought to
do in regard to his last paragraph relating
to high class Irish American agents?

F.D.R.



THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTOMN

January 20, 1942,

My dear Mr, President:
I have recelved your memorandum requesting my
opinlon concerning the suggestion contalned in the

last paragraph of Minister David Gray's telegram

No. 2 of January 18, 1942 from Dublin,

The Navy Department feels that this is now a matter
of primary interest to it and has requested a para-
phrase of Minister Gray's message for appropriate

action,

Falthfully yours,

The President,
The Whlte House,
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Dublin, February 2, 1942.

Dear Mr. President,

On the occasion of the 82nd birthday of President
Hyde, I tranasmitted your congratulations and good
wishes and have received from him a very cordial
acknowledgment of your congratulations.

On the occasion of your 60th birthday, Mr.
Cosgrave, Leader of the Opposition, communicated
to me for transmission to you his heartfelt con=-
gratulations and good wishes.

The Belgian Minister also communicated his
congratulations.

Yours respectfully,

The President,
The White House.



The President,

The White House,

Washington.

£



' THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1942

My dear Mr. Presldent:

Secretary Hull has transmitted your memorandum
of February 4 and ¥r. Gray's letter of January 1 to
me, and, in accordance with your request, I am re-
turning ¥r. Gray's letter herewith for your flles.

Fenersal Marshell has read this letter,

The request made by Mr. Gray for courler serv-
ice between Dublin and London or Belfast 1s now be-
ing attended to.

Ballieve me

FRritiully your

Enc.

The President,

The White House.



AIR MAIL

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Dublin, Janusry 1, 1942,

}1‘,‘ s ?ﬁah ﬂ.‘-»-.- —_

Well, hers we are in It up tc the neck, If any
one ever tried for peace, it has been you, but thank
God, you were not blind to realitles and so we are on
the way to a measure of preparedness which would have
been two years further off If Iam Fish, Nye, Wheeler
and Co. had had their way.

Your note to Mr. de Valera in answer to hls apeech
declaring Ireland's "benevolent neutrality" was perfect,
tut entirely loet on the man toc whom it was addressed.
And no one else will see it until it appears in a White
Book which will never be read in Lire. His answer to
it was the ratuous broadecast which he mede to America
cn Christmes LEve, It was such an abvious anti-climax
to Churchill's utterances that only the paper he owns
featured it on the front page. Under his leadership
the Irish people have no realization cof their friendless
position in the world. [However, I know that you under-
stand the situmtlon and when you think it profitable, you
will turn on the publieity.

The situation as regards Ireland In this present
phase (as I see it) is this: Conditlons are going to
make it impossible for America and Britain to spare any-
thing for Ireland without sacrificing American and British
interests. There is no reason why American and British
interests should be sacrificed for & movernment whleh re-
fuszes all help. However, 1t 1s desirsble that the Irish
people and the Irish Army should be favorably disposed to
us, They both are ot present, and their sympathy should
not be lost. It will bte & definite advantage in either
of two situetions which may arise:

1. That we have to take strong actlon and must try
to divide the country apminst its povernment,

2. That we have to walt passively for s GCerman at-
tack with our defenses concentrated in Ulster.
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Your representative here therefore should do his best
toc cultivate friendly relatlons all along the line,
The dlsbanding of the Friends of Irish Neutrality and
sinilar pressure-grouping organizations has changed
the set~up for me, dhile this thing went on I ecould
only warn the Irish Government unofficially of its
danger to Ireland and personally refuse to recommend
arms, Now I can recede from this position loglically,
especially since the Prime Minister's declaration of
"benevolent neutrality" which 1s something in the
nature of a pledge that Ireland will not go Axis.

I am therefore now telling the Army and the Covern-
ment whom we meet that I am willing to recommend arms,
though of course they must realize that conditions make
it unlikely that even If my recommendations were favor-
ably considered no larpe quantity of arms could be spared,
The token allotument which the British recently allowed
the forces in Ulster to hand over to the Irish Staff
here are belng received and are making a very good im-
pression. Something similar from us would, I think,
be profitable, especially in view of the economic
troubles that are daily getting worse and neasrer. The
severer these pressures, the better, as it is the only
way in which the Irish people can be made to realize
the fatulty of their Covermoment's Drogram, But the
severer they are, the more need for expressions of good-
will and token offerings similar in spirit to the sterile
friendliness of Lr, de Valera. The Cosgravites, except
Dillon, have been as strong for neutrality as de Valera,
But 1t may dawn on them sconer than on him that in this
world we get what we give and that a poliey which leaves
Ireland without a friend is unprofitable.

This is of course only mss I see it at close range
and not in the large perspective that you have. Tip
me off If I am on the wrong track.

There is only cne thing more that is of Tirst im-
portance - that 1s that the defense set-up of Eire is
totally inadequate even to delay a formideble Cerman
attack. A few hours of dive bombing and 1t would
dissipate. The Eritish and ourselves have got to
assure the defense of the Island as a whole, From
the best advices that I can get, the defense provisions
now in Ulaster are very lnadequate even for the defense
of the northern bridgehead. Unce the enemy establishes
alr bases in the south, the show is pretty well over.
Britain is too far away for defense rlanes to operate
profitably. There should be such a preponderance of
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tank unite in the Six Counties as to be able toc deal
with any landing by sea or air almost lnstantly and
without guestion. As you know, LIf the Germans take
Eire, which is defenseless, the battle of the Atlantle
is pretty well lost,

I oan get no satlsfactory answer to the followlng
question which I have put to both British and American
gtaff officeras: ‘hat is your idea of en adequate pre-

cnderence of men and matérisl for the defense of the
gland? The English say, "We're doing the best we
can. There is nothing to worry about.” The Amerieana
shake their heads, but won't commit themselves. I think
there ls everything to worry sbout., Thus far, It has
always besn "too 1?tt1e and too late®, very possibly
begause nothing more and sconer was possible.  But
kesp your eye on thils plece, particularly if you take
over the Londonderry bese and have eggs in the Irlsh
basket. It might easlly be ancther and more calamitous
Crete.

I ealled on Mr. de Valera this morning. His con-
fidentinl secretary, ¥iss Kathlesn O'Connell, who knows
his inmost secrets, sald to me, ™ ho would have thought
a year ago that America would be in the war!" T said,
"Thet 1g what Mr. de Valera, Mr. Walshe, and all Govern-
ment pecple have thought. Where did they get the in-
formation that made them take that view,” Ghe wouldn't
tall me. I sald, "For a year and a half I've been
telling you that we couldn't keep out and you have
all laughed at me, On whom have you been relylngg"

Ho anawer. It is signifieant of the whole twiasted
and blinded viewpolnt here that the Irish mind wish-
fully refused to accept the fact that American interests
ware bound up with British survival., Perhaps econcmle
pressure will make them realize at long last that thelr
survival is bound up with that of Britain.

I have besn asking for more help here., We are not
doins & good job. We ought to heve a courler service
either to London or Belfast. I can't take the responsi-
bility of putting confidentlal ecommunieations in the
pouch which lies over night in the Irish Post Office
which must be sown with Cerman agente or of filing our
confidential telegrams in offices which presumably turn
coples over to the Oermans. We know definitely that
Germany has immedlate wireless communication with thelr
Legatlon here. It 1s a bad sltuation.



I think the Department will gilve us what we
need. John Erhardt is a grand fellow. I am send-
ing this letter to London in the bag of the Oritish
naval courier, You may not know it, but a rackape
containing secret army code strips arrived here with
the seals broken. It came in & bag which presumably
was opened some where en route. I find it lay nearly
twenty-four hours in the post office here, | G Corman.
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February 9, 1942

Iy dear iir. Fresident:

Jecretary ilull has transmitted your memorandum
of Pebruary 4 and !r. Oray's letter of Janmuary 1 to
me, and, in accordance with your request, I am re-
turning Mr. Oray's letter herewlth for your {iles,

General Marshall has read this letter.

The request made by Nr, Oray for courler serv-
lce between Dublin and London op Delfast 1s now be-
Ing attended to.

Belleve me

falthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

The Fresident,
The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTOHN

February 4, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR
Cc.H,

You might read this as it asks for some more State

Department help. Also you might show 1t to General
Marshall,

Flease return for my filea,

F.D.R,
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AIR HAIL

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES CF AMERICA,

Dublin, January 1, 1942,

My dear Franklin -

Well, here we are in 1t up to the neeck, If any one
ever tried for peace, 1t has been you, but thank God, you
were not blind to realities and so we are cn the way to a
meagure of preparedness which would have been two years
further off if Ham Fisgh, Nye, Vheeler and Co, had had
thelr way,

Your note to lir, de Valera in answer to hie speech
declaring Ireland'e "benevolent neutrality" was perfect,
but entirely lost on the man to whom it was addressed.

And no one else will see it until i1t appeare in a White

Book which will never be resd in Elre, Hls answer to it

was the fatuous brnadcast which he made to America on
Christmas Eve, It wae such an obvious anti-climax to
Churchill's utterances that only the paper he owns featured
it on the front page. Under his leadershin the Irish neovnle
have ne reellization of thelr friendless position in the
world, However, I know that you understand the situation
and when you think it nrofitable, you will turn on the
publicity.

The situation aes regards Ireland in this present nhase
" (es I see it) 1s this: Conditionas are golng to make 1%
imposeible for America and Britain te spare anything for
Ireland without sacrificing American and British intereste,
There 1s no reason why American and British interests should
be sacrificed for a government which refuees all help, How-
ever, 1t 1s deelrable that the Irish reople and the Irish
Army should be favorably disposed to us, They both are at
present, and their eympathy should not be lost, It will

be a definite advantage in elther cf two sltuations which
may arise;

1, That we have to take strong action and must try
to divide the country againat its government,

2., That we have to walt nassively for a German
attack with cur defenses concentrated in Ulater,

Your

b
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Your representative here therefore should do his best

to cultlvate friendly relations all along the line, The
disbanding of the Friends of Irigh Neutrality and similar
pressure-grouping organizations has changed the set-up
for me, While this thing went on I could only warn the
Irieh Government unofficially of ite danger te Ireland
and personally refuese to recommend arms, Now I can recede
from thie nosition logleally, eenecielly since the Prime
!inister's declaraticn of "benevolent neutrality" which
1e something in the nature of & pledre that Ireland will
not go Axias,

I am therefore now telling the Army and the Covern-
ment whom we meet that I am willing to recommend arms,
though of course they must realize that conditicns make
1t unlikely that even if my recommendations were favor-
ably coneidered no large quantity of arrs could be spared,
The token allotment which the BEritish recently allowed
the forces in Ulster to hand over to the Irigh Staff here
are being received and are making a very good inpreseion,
Something similer from us would, I think, be nrofitable,
esneclally in view of the economie trnubiea that are daily
getting worse and nearer, The severer these preseures,
the better, as it 1e the only way in which the Irigh
people can be made to realize the fatuity sf their Govern-
ment's program, But the severer they are, the more need
for expressions of good-will and token offeringe similar
in spirit to the sterile friendliness of Mr, de Valera,
The coegravites, except Dillon, have been as strong for
neutrality as de Valera, PBut it may dawn on them eooner
than on him that in this world we pget what we give and
that a policy which leavee Ireland without a friend is
unprofitable, '

ihls 1s of course only as I see it at close range and
not in the large perspective that you heve, Tip me off
if I am on the wrong track,

There 18 only one thing more that is of first impor-
tance - that is that the defense set-up of Eire is totally
inadequate even to delay a formidable Ferman attack, A
few houre.of dive bombing and 1t would dissinete, The
Eritieh and curselves have pot to assure the defense of
the Island ag a whole, From the best advices that I can
get, the defense provisions now in Uleter are very inade-
quate even for the defense of the northern bridgehead,
OUnce the enemy eetablishes air bases in the south, the
ehow 1s pretty well over, Britain is tco far away for
defense planes to operate profitably, There should be

such
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such a preponderance of tank unite in the 8ix Countles as
to be able to deal with any landing by sea or air almost
inetantly and without question, As you know, if the
Germane take Eire, which is defenseless, the battle of
the Atlantic ie pretty well lost,

I can get no satisfactory answer to the following
questidn which I have put to deth British and American
staff officers; What is your idea of an adequate nre-
ponderance of men and matériel for the defense of the
Ieland? The English eay, "We're doing the best we can,
There 18 nothing to worry about," The Americans shake
their heads, but won't commit themselvea, I think there
is everything to worry about, Thus far, 1t has alwaye
been "too little and too late", very posslibly because
nothing more and socner was possible, But keep your eve
on this place, particularly if you take over the London-
derry base and have egge in the Irish basket, It might
easlly be another and more calamitous Crete,

I called on Mr, de Valera this merning, Hls con-
fidential secretary, Mies Kathleen 0'Connell, who knows
his inmost secrets, sald to me, "Who would have thought
s year agc that America would be in the war!! I said,
WThat 1s what Mr, de Valera, Yr, Walshe, and all Govern-
ment people have thought., Where did they get the informa-
tion that made them take that view," She wouldn't tell
me, I said, "For a year and a half I've been telling you
that we couldn't keep out and you have all laughed at me,
On whom have you been relying?" No answer, It 18 signit
icant of the whole twisted and blinded vlewpoint here that
the Irieh mind wishfully refused to accept the fact that
American interests were bound up with British survival,
Perhaps economic pressure will make them reallze at long
last that their survival 1s bound up with that of BSritain,

I have been asking for more help here. We are nct
doing a good Job. We ought te have a courler service
either to London or Belfast, I can't take the resncnsi-
bility of nutting confidential communicaticns in the pouch
which lies over night in the Irish Post (Office which must
be sown with German agents or of flling our confidential
telegrames in offices which »resumably turn coplees over to
the Germans, We know definitely that Germany has lmmediate
wireless communication with thelr Legation here, It is a
bad situation,
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I think the Department will give us what we need,
John Erhardt is a grand fellow., I am sending this letter
to London in the bag of the Britieh naval courler, You
may not know it, but a_package containing secret army
code atrips arrived here with the seals broken, It canme
in a bag which presumably was opened some where en route,
I find i1t lay nearly twenty-four houra in the nost office
here, We of course rerorted 1t and the Department 1s
investigating,

Take care of yourself and God blesas you,

DAVID
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WASHINGTON
—

February 27, 194z2.

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL MARSHALL:

This 1s a personal letter
to me from the American Minister in
Dublin -- David Gray -- who happens
to be my wife's uncle-in-law. He
has done exceedingly well there and
I think you and possibly the Combined

Staffs may care to consider this.

F.D.R.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1942.

KELORAXDUN FOR THE

UNDER SECR'TSRY OF S8TATL:

Please read this per:sonel and
coniicential note from David CGray. What
do you think of the suggestion:

a) To embargo oil products
b) To keep unarmed neutrel ships out
of American convoys ?

What do you think I should tell
him in regard to the American commanding
officer?

F.D.R.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

| {L/ A February 21, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I am returning to you herewith David Gray's f)<
letter to you of January 27.

In reply to the specific inguiries contained in
Your memorandum:

(a) To embargo oll products to countries not
recelving lecse-lend ald would prevent oil shipments
reaching Spain and Portugal, which would be contrary
to our present polley--& poliey regarding which the
British are particulerly insistent and which I believe
to be wise under present conditions.

I think it would be unwise to rlaece any specifio
embargo on oil products to Ireland.

(b) We have previously stated that we would do
what we could to assist Ireland in obtaining food-
stuffs. If we insist that unsermed neutral ehips--
namely, Irish ships--must be kept outside of American
convoye, 1t would probably defeat our own purpos:s as

above stated.

The President
The White House.

> o 4
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I have informed Genersl Marshall of Mr. Gray's
suggestion in regeard to lialson between the Amerlcan
and British forcee on the cne hand, and Irlish forces
on the other. Yocu may wigh to eend specific instruc-
tions, through him, to the American commanding offleer.
I think it would be helpful.

Belleve me

Fal¥hfully yours

Ene.



January 27 ,l42.

¥y dear Mr, FPresident :
Sir John Maffv yesterday apprised kir, De-

Valera of the iminent arrival of Ameriean troops in lorthern Ireland,
He of course expected this A but was none the less rcsentful of
the faet . I think there are two reasons for his refusal to hail
our installations there as insurance against Hitler. One, the claim
of sovereignty over the wheole Island, two the resentment among
the +eft Wingers growing out of our entry into the war. It is
becoming clear that}rish policy has been besed upon the convietion
that under no airnuﬁatunaes would ¥e be drawn into hostilities ,
Liken on his return reassured the government on this point., As you
know I made myself unpopular warning any one who would listen thet
this was = dangerous course to follow. liow the Neutrals are out on &
Limb, ALO RE

Naffy telles me that he had never seen DeValera so depressed . Xmxmxx
DeValera said that he had been thinking a great deal over the situation
but eould get no light. Iaffy told him that his way would be clear
1{f he app'ied for membership in the club to which he naturally

belonged and to Maffy's surprise did not fly into a rage . Ne sald X
that if only Ireland were uttacked'hy ﬁprmany it would simpliiy

things . It ie something that this has goourred to him at long last,
HGWE?ER,I am not an optimist about the Prime Minister . I think he
needs demonstration that he 15Pn the skide to change his point of

view . I think the best thing we can do is to led him severely
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his
elone 1f it be possible and let him work uuthputiunhl exletence

on en isolationist basis without uo-nperatiun]nithuut giving or

e8king for friendship . I have two suggcstions of which you may &gy

apnrove or disapprove., The first i1s declare an embargo on petroleum

products to all eastern hempisphere countries not on a wend Leanse
neutral

basisjthe second is to issue an order that unarmedhships may not

travel iu American convoys . 4 month or 3ix weeks after the

garmarked
petroleum order, let a certain amount of gugolene come thro ’far

laed i (haclin, |

the ¥:ish army, but no keq{uaina or diesel oil). I suspect the
British are preparing the situation for an embargo on coal, If
these two things can be done without appearing to be coercive
measures I would anticipate swift results. Irelend forbids the export
of butter EEEFQEHGOH’ everything that she needs for irish people
who are no:,;QEiLnad . I think the British are hoobs not to
adopt the same policy. Why should coal be rationed in Britain ’yt
exported to Ei?alcr why should gasoline that we need be sent
to Eiré? It is not coercion; it is simple Justice, One of the
meanisﬁt and most irritating tacties of this irish Government
is to oconceal from the people that their ships travel in gritish
convoys( the erews will not travel otherwise) , nor will they
allow their ships to be armed. They depend entireTly upon British
and now American proteetion but will not say " thank you"

Here is a metter which I think you will want to have tuken
care of T As I hava explained to you and the Depriment the Pritish
military authorities in Ulster have established = seoret but very

sordiale entente with the General Sta f in Eire . It really amounts

to steff talks eand e plan of liasom . low if we get a communing

- agide
Ef}iusr in Northern *reland who wants to brush this LS
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¥ it will be a great pity . It ahaulg:;e developed as far beyond
_’;tx// where it is now as 1z possible . There should be & service of
reaident
;}iasnn officers,one for every Wiy town and couniry in southern
Ireland who 4in cuse of u%?arman {nvasion will be on hand to
help arrange billets, givef information and introductions to
the local asuthorities . I put up & row with =afiey insisting on
something of this sort 1n case we sent troope to Ulster but
how far the plan was worked out I have never found out . If it is
possible it seems that the liason staff of British officers ought to
ax Cadel g & b s
be transferred to American Headquarters &nd curry on . If we get &
non-cooperating iAmerican Ueneral in command it may majes lot of
trouhle as the situation as you inow is very delicate . e might
as well “nce the fact that the chance of imeriecan troops getilng
into trouble with the Irish civilien population is much greater
tnan that of Hritish troops for the 4rish are used to British
troops and get on with them . Therefore I thiunk you will want me
to be notified as soon as possible before our takirgz over of the
Northern Command so that first I ocan meke a courtesy announcement
of the feat to YeValera and second so that we can lay the foundalioh
for keeping on and improving the secret liesson between the two
commands, I have already 1nstru¢tadD::l Military uttuah; to
do the spade work ImeEx: preparatory to & close liason,. He 1=
Lieut. Col. John neynolda,ﬁarvard g7, w very intelligent and
nice Tfellow . He promises to do & good Job.
veantime 1 am trying to keep everything as pleasant and Jolly as

possible though pointing out the probability of embargoes on most

aommodities for countries not on the 4end Lease priority list,

Take vare of Yourself < ﬂ¢¢ TO*RA'

—



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 27, 1942,

ALMOHANDUL FOR
GENFRAL MARSUALL:

This is a personal letter
to me frou the American dinister in
Dublin -- David Grayr—— who hapjpens
to be my wi;;is uncle=-in-law. He
has done exceedingly well there and
I think you and possibly the Combined

Staffs may cure to consider this,
F.L«Re

Letter from David Gray to FDR 2/16/42
re trrops in Ireland and need for more.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

March 2, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

I have taken up with General Marshall the sug-
gestlon made by David Gray as to the establishment of
& close llaison between the United States Commander in
Northern Ireland and the Commanding officer in Zire.

I have received today a letter from General Marshsll
dated February 27 of which I enclose a copy for your
informaetion.

From what General Marshall writes I believe that
the arrangement suggested by Lavid Gray will now be com-
pleted in a satisfactory vay.

Bellieve me

thfully yoyrs,

Enclosure.

The President,
The White House.



COFPY
SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEP OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

FEB 27 1942
The Honorebles
The Under Secretary of State.
My dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for your note of the 23d with 1ts inclosure
from the Amerlcan Minlster in Ireland,

The Intent of the Minlster's proposal 1s not entirely
clear, due perhaps to his use of the term "American High
Command" which, in the British Isles, 1s located in London.
I am of the opinion, however, that the Minlster's proposal
involves a British liaison Eroup at the Headguarters of
the United States Army Commander in North Ireland with
Amerlican Lialson officers in Dublin. Assuming that the
Minlster's sugpestion involves only practicable methods
for maintaining liaison between the U.S. Commanding Gen-
eral in North Ireland and the Government in Eire, I
should think that the problem would not prove too dif-
ficult of soclution.

I shall communicate at once with General Chaney, in
London, to prepare for the establishment of necessary
llalson between the United States Commander in North
Ireland and the Commanding Officer of the +irish Army in
Elre, consulting with the American Minister a3 to desir-
able methods.

Falthfully yours,

G. C. MARSHALL
Chief of Staff
Pranklin p, Roosevelt Library

DECLASSIFIED
03D L, 5200.9 (8/27/58)

Date- 2-1¥. 90
Signature- {5"‘3



Dublin, March 24, 1942,

tS‘ﬂu\ ;B‘Fhv J =

I am asking Mr. Welles to call your attention to a
report that I am sending in this mall on "The Invasion
and Defence of Ireland."

I am pretty sure that you already entertain, "in
prineiple™ at least, the wiews set forth in it, and
that Irelend is at present defenceless, not because you
do not realize that it 1s defenceless, but because you
haven't the stuff at present to put in here. However,
we are taking a dangerous chance, considering the
probable consegquences of successful CGerman occupation of
the island and I should deserve to be shot if I didn't
do my best to emphasize it. We don't want Ameriean
troops involved in any Dunkirk or Singapore eplsocde,

If you don't get time yourself to read the report, the
main points are these:

l., An adecuate air-borne German invasion of Eire
might reasonably be expected to occupy Southern Ireland

in two or three days without serious opposition.
2.



2, It is admitted by the British Admiralty that a
surprise, sea-borne expeditionary force of from three to
five divisions with a luecky break of weather might reason-
ably be expected to make successful landings.

3. 0Once established with Irish air bases, air um-
brella protection could be given to convoys of supplles
and reinforcements.

L. Conceding these assumptions, Northern Ireland
becomes untenable with the forces at present stationed
there.

5. With enemy oceccupation of the whole island, the
blockade of Eritain becomes effective and Britain is
eliminated. Various facts to be borne in mind are:

(a) The Irish Army lacks tanks, artillery,
air force, and so has mo protection against air
attack and dive-bombing;

(b) The south of Ireland is beyond the ef-
fective range of short-range fighters based on
Horthern Ireland or on Britain;

(e) It is estimated that it will take
armored units based in Northern Ireland three
days to pet into action in the Foynes and Cork
areas, where initlal German efforts would
probably be made;

(d) It is estimated thet armored rein-
Tforcements from Britain, if they could be
spared, would require three weeks before
getting into aection in southern Ireland,

This 1s the perfect set-up for disaster. The British
military mind ms assumed that if Hitler attacks, the main
effort will te made against Britain. The attack on

Ireland
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Ireland will be only a diversion. This is crazy. If
the diverslion succeeds there need be no main attack,
Britain is kaput. The stake which Hitler stands to
lose is a few thousand airplanes and two or three
hundred thousand men. If he has enough airplanes
this time he can put it over with things as they are
here. The English tell me that if he had thrown in
only three or four hundred more bombers into the
Bettle of Britain, he would have won, because the R,A.F.
fighters were done in with fatigue. You know better
than I do, of course, how much the Russian mauling is
taking out of the German air force, but it is unlikely
that they could not accumulate adequate reserves for
an adventurg that promises such conclusive results,

If you read the report you will see that it was
written not only for you, but for Irish consumption.
I put the cbjectlons, technical and political, to arm-
ing Eire as bluntly as I could and read it to the Ninis-
ter of Defence and his Chief of Staff asking for "eon-
structive sugpestions." They asked to keep it over
night, as I hoped they would, and showed it to de
Valera. They brought it back with protestations of
gratitude. This must mean that they are getting
worried. I had expected a good deal of indignation.
I think more than ever that we ought to let them shirft

for themselves economlieally, though whether the British
will
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will consent to that is doubtful. The English never
stick to any Irish poliey. Somebody wants to sell
something and policy goes out the window. James
Dillon said exactly this to me yesterday. He said,

“let the inglish choose. Let them give us 95% of
everything they have and deny themselves to 5%, or let
them keep what they need and make us find out what the
facts of neutrality and self-sufficiency really are,
Either policy might work, but half of one and half of
the other is 1d1ncy."

By the way, his outspoken advocacy of war and an
American alliance a few weeks ago and the acceptance
of his resignation by Cosgrave from the Party, instead
of killing him as the de Valera people predicted, is
making him. His own constituents have endorsed him
a hundred per cent in & county meeting last Sunday.
Two days before, he had m tremendous success speaking
at a blg meeting of a students! debating society of the
Netional University. A elaque started out to boo him
and he got them all eating out of his hand, He says
the madness of de Valera is beginning to be found out,
though most pecple want to stay out if they can and are
terrified of being bombed,

The reply I would like to my request for "token
arms" for the Irish Army would be four or five fighter
planes, prefersbly transferred by our forces in the

North



North as soon as possible and such cdds and ends as
might be spared. Accompanying this gesture, I would
like to be instructed to inform the Irish Government
that the situation was regarded as so serious that from
a military point of view it was impossible to share
responsibllity for Irish defence with a State that
would make no cooperative engagements; that in view
of the pressing need for arms by combatent units, it
was undesirable to freeze any armament of importance
where it could be used against the enemy only under
certain ecirecumstances and conditions,

I think if you gave them some "good-will" arms you
could take back the two ships whieh you let them charter
under plea of emergency needs and gain by it. But
whether you can glve me "token arms"™ or not, please
direct that I pet some answer within a reasonable time.

I can make use of any answer,

@**ﬂ

- -
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April 9; 1942«

Dear David:

Those are real contributi-ns and
I hope you will continue, It 1s really
amazing about Mrs. Fletcher. 1 znew and
liked the old Senztor but, frun-ly, I cannot
remesbor aver having aet krs. Fletcher.

I rather lice your thought of
tresting these commmnieations as advice from
friends who are still here.

Love to you and Haudes

Affeetlonately,

Honorwble Davic Gray,
Amspricun Legetlion, ) )
[ublin, Ireland. fgjfgbt



P February 165, 1942,

My dear Franklin : VWhen we first ocame to Ireland and settled ourselve’
among the Somervilles we met a Hiua:faruldinn Cummine. One of her
brothers was a leading surgeon in Cork, a sister was a prominent
woman's dootor and another sister a chemist. She herself had played
hookey for the All Ireland woman's team . At the time we came to
Ireland she had become one of the two most noted writing mediums
in Europe. Over a million words had come through her supernormally
which subsequently were publiished in & series of books purporting
to describe the life and ministry of St. Paul to the time of his
death. It made very good reading, had !EEEE end to say the least
might very eesily have been the report of a contemporary. It was
trensmitted sometimes at the rate of twelve or fifteen hundred
worde an hour and the subjeot was one in whioh Miss Cummins had no
interest and of which she had no knowledge. When we were spending
& week end with the Somervilles over a year a go we met Miss Cummins
again and I had & private sitting with her at which some very
interesting thimgs developed. Subsequently she has been twiee in
Dublin and we have had sittings at the last two of whioch her Guide
Astor wrote that there was some one mmmwdx who ad—f4eat would not
glve hirfzﬂﬁgi,whu wished to speak to me. She was an old lady who
said that her son was the most important mand in the vworld. This was

Just after your motherse death. I am copying out of the record

the passages that relate to the two messages purporting to come from
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Mer . There also came & communiecation purporting to be from T.R.
which I am also sending on . There has been quite a good deal
purperting to be from Arthur Balfour giving advice about Ireland ald
most of it seems pretty sound. He says he is no prophet but in
his last message several months ago, some time before the Russians
began their winter pffensive spoke of the possibility of their
resoting and thrusting the “ermans back. But he says he is no pxmgh
prophet and proffers his advice only for what 1t may be worth adding
that whatever is given freely is apt not to be worth much, There
i a curious change in handwriting each time a new communioator
somes in . The T.R. one is quite suggestive of his writing and a0
is my father's . I know you have an open mind in regard to conditions 1
after death and as regards communiocation Jjust as I have s0 1 am send~
ing you these excerpts . How evidential your mother:answer to my
guestion may be is open to question but it certainly has some
weight as I knew nothing about that episode. One curious thing turned
up; Balfour said that there was beside the I.R.A., an organization
of Irish Guisling intellectuals opposed to the Government and
ready to take over from the Bermans with & Cuisling Government.
I had never heard anything like this mentioned but I told Cosgrave
one night when I sat next him at the Nuncio's at dinner that I had
been tipped off about it and he said that this bore out his secret
informetion and he mentioned the two names that Balfour mentioned,

lLater I checked it in the same way with the vice Premier 0'Kelly

A iy e yiassts lgr.e weeslo e K

end got the same answer, This is hard to account for except aB a

supernormal phenominoN.  yell here they are for what they are worth
someday I'll show you the Mss. and the whole file, Aff

m'i'\\.-t =



November 7, 1941, U,5. Legation Dublinmn
Present , Geraldine C. and D.G.

The writing reads:

Astor is here. Your people are crowding round and I am trying to sort
them, It seems that your own father and mother are here, & young woman
and an old rather positive lady, Sarah K. - she wont give me her
surname beosuses we haven't been introduced, She wants to apeak of her
son to you. She is worrylng about his health and she says this son is
the most important men in the world today. Now read- but A, B, will wa
want to write & postsoript.

Sara -- Oh David this is fine. I have been walting round for weeka
to speak to you sbout my boy. I won't give my name as this lady must
not now, But he is working far too hard at present. Can any one
induoe him to lay off- relax? I don't want the other pecple to know
he is under strain but if you ocan do something in the matter I shall
be obliged. I always went straight to my point when I was with
friends. My boy will have to make an important decision in the
next two monthes( This was Nov. 7=D.G.) I want him to throw down
the gauntlet. You oan say an old woman like me should not speak about
puch thinge but +hat I do see is diffioulties in labour world in ocur
country so my boy must let no one know before hand and spring his
surprise on the world. I made

Now you might like to Xknow how I am getting on since my
surtsy to death. It's been good to get a rest, I was lifted without
pain right out of my old body and I floated away like & soap bubble.
I saw my boy sad about me and I was furious with him for it and yet
I loved him for it but if he will believe I can post him posthumous
letters. Do tell him I am so happy and at home over here I wouldn't
go bask to that plaguey incinerator of a world for =tk youth, love
or anything else. I want my boy tc be cheerful about me, think of
me at the brightest time of my whole life and that wouldn't tell him
a guarter of my happiness. Now the old lady won't go om boring you
but let me oome again. Yours always Sarsh E. once D.

November 8. 1941 U.S. Legation Dublin,

Present G.C. and D.G.
Astor comes, Your father is snxious you should spesk to A.B, but =k
the two ladies who were here yesterday ( the second was Titine Hitoh-
sosk who wes lost in the Mohawk.) say they had other things to say
and they weren't permitted beczuse 1 hurried them away. Shall I let
Sara say a few words and then oall A.B.

.G, Plezae d0,D.G. then asked her if ehe ocould glve evidence

of identity.
Sars R.-- Yes David I hear you faintly from the distance. ¥y old mind

has meny memories but they are rather like an untidy skein of wool,
xnotted and tangled at present. Let me see. Yes , this I don't think
would be known to you. It is rather intimate and 1s of importance.
F.D.B. gave me & very bad time at the beginning of 1882, the worst he
ever gave me and I said to James as I called him then I shall never
have another. I couldn't go through with it again so F.D. will heve
to be very remarkable to make up for the others.

Theh again thers wes & really bed time for me of mental anxiety
when F.D.R. was so bad after the last war. It was in 'Z21 when he

was struoy down_. s {14
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and I thought all my hopes for the most wonderful man in the world
are golng to come to nothing. That time ocame second for me in my
life a8 a real night mare. Oh I know I did not seem as coneerned
as all that but it was F.D.R. that had such a grand spirit and lifted
me out of myself with the courage he showed. Uh by the way do tell
him not to neglect his exercises. It is very important and now I am
being hustled.?Please give this one message to F.D.R.. He will
understand it even if you don't.Say " I keep looking forward", Come
and if he asks " Whither Bound"? 3Say," I have gone on to search
for a ¥mmmx place to make & home for the Happy Warrier when his
work and his life is ended. Assure him that he will be the Happy
Warrior for he will have pulled off the impossidle with his own
faith and ocourage. He will have the vietory over 2ll the backbiters
and rasoals and then he will oome home to me., That is all. Thank
you David, from Sarah R. nee D,
There followed this r1rom '" A.B."
Goou evening Gray. If I may call you David I shall be pleased,
I was listening to your talk with that young ‘rishman just now (I
presume this refers to Dillon who lunched with us) He's a olever fellds
You ean trust him but there are others you must not trust. I saw a
man here , dark with a strong face in the last six months. Some name
like Walsh, Is there a Joe Walsh ?( Joe Walshe is the permanet
secretary of External Affairs.) He from what I can see is hand and
love with the Serman Minister. He and his Colleague Dr, Murphy, "
This might be Sean Murphy 4rish Minister to France, He avoided me
rather pointedly when he was here on vacation in the summer.) If you
meet those two again lay false tracks for them. Never let them know
the slighteat inkling of your real intentions., The organization of
the Fifth Columnists in this ecountry is now complete. Walsh is &
leading Cuisling. There are two divieions in thie ocolumn the I.R.A4.
who are not in the inner council but who stand aside waiting fmrxxhm
tim®- to be used by Hitler when the time comes to strike. Seocond i
division,the Intellectuals co-ordinated with the people of German
nationality scattered through the country, some holding key positions »
0f this group the auhthorities know practically nothing. But from wmo
among them come the men who will make a Hitler s (Quisling cabinet if
there 18 ever one. ~
Now as to the signs of the times. Well , my mother used to say,
" Time means the reversal of all Judgment. The invasion of Ireland
was itimed for last September but Russia stopped that. It is now -
timed for the spring. That is the plan I see that was hatched at
Bereschgarten., I am no prophet . I merely ocan see into the minds
of certain leaders, I presume you cannot ohange the attitude of
the U.S.A government. If only your people would ocoupy the island
before the blow falls- ruin I death anddisaster of & very horrible
kind would be averted. I don't say it will fall for ciroumstances
may yet save this poor ignorant pgopl??‘ﬁht H.Q. have planned the cou
goup for next spring. I believe De'alera will go down on his knees
and thank God 4f U.S.A. takes foroible possession of this country,
There will be no rsistence only welcome and it will be & so
und
:trntegio stroke in the war. Are the allies always going to be late
n moving., That is what you have 80t to ask “ashington, )
) ke, Laodne g U
L

-
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1s Theodore there. . = EE::x

Astor "Yem."
Theordore H. This is & new game to me, Driving a pen, Say Duvida
1 have often seen you &t what wae my official house and now you 1
are sitting in » key position on the borderys of Europe. I want to

tell you thet I thirk Franklim will hold the Japs for a while; at
unyrete from our couniry's poinmt of view. I see no immediate 4
irmageddon for young Amerioa, .0ssibly mov at all. But what is

elear 1a Ameriou will ULe thinking of another movement in Surope,

Tou be recdy or getiing ready for thut. [t seems as if Fussia gete

her tees in and Mitler may cwm like a rat in a trap and start

biting in the "est. So we see 1i. I mean the seed of & w stern offences

eive in lis wind. So ahead then , build up confidense wiih the

sl TOR
Fire suthroitiew. But keap back your shot for the Prea Eiﬁtl .

Any cffere made now should be privately to him. For there is lenkage

in hie government. lhere is indeed at least one if not two hukl&a-b
friende of the Uerman minister U.S5.A. Lhey might easily spill the ey
benaa too early sbout any renewsd offer on our part, But De'ulers is dms
likely to keep his own oounsel. He is in hie heart anxious to keep

in with the alliea 3o be irlendly to his cabinet buv keep the essentiig
moves sonsentrated on DeValera.

And mow 8ir , the ladies.

fheodore

It would seem that the huckstering friends of the Jerman Minister
U.8.4, must be in your government. Four days after this communicaticn
the Jape attacked Pearl Harbor. They had T.R. fooled. I suspeat that
if these communications come through pretty mush as given our
frienda on the other side don't know very much more than they did

on this side.



2,
March 16th , 1942,

My dear Franklin : Miss Yeraldine Cummins was in Dublin the
o)her day. Maude asked her out to tea and we had & sitiing,
At last something really evidential happened . Astor the control
sald that among others who wised to speak was an old lady , recent-
ly dead who said her name was Fletoher from Florida. She gave
her name as Anna Louise or Louisa Fletcher, sxidzxhmzx and mentio}-

tl‘}aukann villu-town: I said ocan she identify heraalff Then followed

this: " I hear her say that her family were well known, Her hus-
band was a2 mayor and senator, Mayor of Jacksonville in Florida,
she says. She adds, that she believed in communion between the two
worlds and that since she recently passed she wants to get through
to prove she is alive. She knows your people by sight, your wife.
Bhe saysf that her husband the senator was for a long time in
politics and she asks you to remember she was more than eighty
when she died but was put down as eighty by her relations as she
was in the habit of subtracting from her age."
0f course Ueraldine Cummins never heard of the Fletohers or even
of Jacksonville ,FLA, I never knew them nor did Maude. I never
knew Fletocher had been Mayor of Jacksonville. I probabably did
know that he was dead but not that his wife was. [ did not even
know that he was married., Who's Who gives her name correctly

as Anna Louise (Paine of Jacksonville) . It says she was married

in 1883, If she was twenty then and has just died she would have
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have been seventy nine and not over eighty but if she had been
more than twenty one when she was married she would have been
over elghty. I shall write one of her sisters and find out
when she was born,or possibly Jacksonvilleg might have kept
vital statisties as far back as that . Anyway this personality
intrudes and gilves uurrg::ﬁy her maiden name and other data whiech
% could not possibly have*knawn by the psychie and which I did not
know. This is hard to laugh off. I enclose & transcript of the
Egitins for what i1t is worth - I get & few bouguets which might

5 originated in my own subeconscioue but the sp:.oculation suggested
by A.B. and T. R. as to the views of the German High Command
about De'alera and Eire was a surprise to me . You will know
whether Dev ever asked my reeall or not . I know of course that
he wanted to but whther he did or not I do not know.

Assuming these comments do comé from friends who have passed
on I think they should be treated exactly as advice from friends
who are atill here.

Mgude sends her best. Take care of yourself.

AfT Bk -
That was & dear little letter you sent us a few weeks ago. It
buocked wus both up no end. I am having Frank Liken and Sean T.
0'Kglley with other government people to meet Harold Nicjolson
at dinner tonight . I hope we can bait Alken on the censorship

v

and get some action.



March 12 1942, Dublin, Miss Cummins and D.G.

Astor comes-- There is & orowd here tod

been wailting. Hekides, David your fnthuriisdzéué;r:: :ﬁugfegﬂhad
A.B. and also two who died recently, your friend cam;roh and an

old lady wh

¥ 0 saye you are from my state, Florida. She gives name
of Fletcher, ainna Louisa and Jackson town ville. But Cameron and
the others seem to be stronger. I can alsc see Theodore who talks
of Eleanor. Whom of all these shall I omll?
Q. Ask Mre., Fletcher if she can identify herself,

I hear her say that her family were well known. Her husband was &
mayor and a senator, Mayor of Jacksonville in Florida, She says »
She adde that she believes in communion between the two worlds
and that since she recently passed she wants to get through to FXE
prove she ig alive. She knows your people by sight, your wife
she says; That her husband the senator was for a long time in
polites and she asks you to remember she was more than eighty when
ghe died but was put down as eighty by her relations as she was
in the habit of subtracting from her age.

Cemeron =------ My dear David: May I seize the opportunity to
glve you my good newa. Out of great unhappiness of mind I passed
inte perfect peace and happiness. Tell Maude that I am at home in
another Drishane over here and that I look forward to a distant
time when we shall have walks together again., I am relieved in mind
now that I see Yesmond is managing for 2dith. You see when I knew
that I was going 1 waa very unhappy about her future but now I
know all is well., Boyle and Aylmer are with me. I won't keep
ou now. Boyle says,God Speed you in yo.r exasperating work,

e feels that you will get through with ocolours flying. 3ut I am
resting and out of touoh with world affaira. Love to Maude and to
you., =-- Cameron.

@ Ask A.B. and Theodore if they have any advice or comment,
Astor. I shall o¢all A.E.

A.B. My dear Compatriot: We, Theodore and I feel that you should
continue en the same lines . You have to wait for & little but
I have one rather interesting piece of informatlon., Though we are
no prophets we oan see into certain of the minds of_ men. The
Germang spé{s in this country have conveyed to the Serman author-
ities the information that some little time ago Fidnna Feil party
officisls in the inner eircle urged an agreement with © U.S.A.
the handing over of our bases in June and it is held in german
H.0. that there have been negotiations to this efieot and "that on
conditiond of delivery of supplies DeValera will come in with
U.S.A. or is inclined to do so. The 'nrmin miniatag %ﬁiuzgzznfbrt

to put on the paychologlical screw an
:;:Tn?i§:°:::ms tﬁurufura thatyat the moment DeValera's mind is XX
like & see -saw , up and down. One moment he is prepared o throw
into the neutrality side and anotfer he is
his weight onoe more able thing for
ready to go ahead and do the onl.y wise and honour &

s country, accept U.S.A. You have been very useful haoaugo you
:iru a0 biﬁﬁt in the past. You have now mmerely tutb %alh;:pful
and suave when approached as possible. The faot tha h e gighuut
agked mome time ago for jyour removel from Elre was e ghse
gompliment any Ameriocan diplomat in this country has ever be ey

to be trouble among the sivilian

. i{g undoubtedly going
B ition snon 1o i omuntry Shers are Tigme of Spract 1,11
ind. at we oounse
§§i1§f:i;:=2 all the time when there is any diaeusuiuiauiuggnnu‘r_
develpments may jead to a orisis. For there is one 8o

ive but the issue
t111 favouring a western offens y
T:nnzﬁogﬁit :uitu deoided owing to the to the other school held

rea all the offensive strength of the *eloh.
;5gu:§n§aﬁu3§1:u§:q:i present except that if America uu:;' u::;;::
here this summer or make the attempt later in the year : .
will make at least & thrust in the air peforehand, They are almos
too well informed. They believe that YgValera is now beginning to

double oross them. I do not with to prevent your father from speak-

ing #o0 I shall close at onoe, A.B e



.

D}E. Give Guthrie my love and ask him if he will walt till next
t -
Astor, Yes he is satisfied and sends his and all the best,
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fdj DEPARTMENT OF S8TATE
WABHINGTON
April 10. 1942

My dear Mr, President:
I am enclosing for your information coples of cer-

tain confidential despatches from Minister David Gray

relating to the subjects of Invaslon and Defence of
Ireland, Anglo-American Egonomlic Poliey Toward Ireland,
and Secret Lialson Between British and Iriech Armies. I

have also sent co 8 to Admiral King and General Marshall,

Fel thiylly yours, /‘\

Degpatches from Dublin,
no. 317, with enclogures;
no, 419, with enclosure;
and no. 320,

Enclosures:

The Presildent,

The White House,
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA

No. 317 Dublin, March 21, 1842,

SUBJECT: Invaslon and Defence of Ireland,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington,

8ir:

I have the honor to forward herewlth my memorandum
on the invaslon and defence of Ireland, together with
the report on thie subject prepared at my request by
our Military Attaché, Lieutenant-Colonel John Reynolds,
and other papers relative thereto., Lieutenant-Colonel
Reynolds has forwarded coples of his report to the
Chief, Military Intelligence Division, War Department,
Washington, and to Major General Chaney at London,

Ferhaps the most dlsquieting feature of the exist-
ing situation 1e the clrcumetance that those of us who
are here on the ground have been so slow in appreclating
the gravity of the menace. Poselbly this 1g in part due
to the fact that Britlish opinion, entirely without warrant,
has assumed that if Hitler attempted an invasion of
Britain, there would be a feint atteck on Ireland, which
could be repelled in our own time and at our own convenience.

Since

i

TR 10 1972
By J. Schauble Dbt s
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Since analogous assumptione have already cost Britaln
much of her colonial empire, it should not be relied
upon,

As regards a policy in antielpation of aettack,
there seems to me to be a cholce between two courses:

1, To obtaln possession of sll desirable
strateglec points in Eire at the earliest pos-
elble moment by the most practicable means;

2. To make the beet of an admittedly unfavor-
able sltuation by making such conceeslons of arma-
ment to the Irlsh Army as may incresse 1ts morale
and good-will, without materially increasing its
effectiveness in the event that 1t were to be used
agalnat ua,

The emall amounte of matériel which the British Army
have recently transferred to the Irish Army have produced
favorable results beyond reasonable expectation. A defi-
nitely friendly attitude between the High Commands of
Northern Ireland and Eire has been established, It would
be desirable on our part, with as little delay as poseible,
to arrange the transfer of some items, however inslgnifi-
cant. It should be clearly understcod that this recom-
mendation does not contemplete any measure of reduction
of responsibllity for the defence of Ireland by Britaln
and ourselves. It 1s purely a political gesture for
political ends. In the light of recent events, it is
obvious that, wlthout an alr force superior to that which
the invading force could employ, a defence of Ireland by
Irish military power is unthinkable,

I call
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I call attention to the communication addressed
to me by Lieutenant General McKenna, Chief of Btaff
of the Irish Army, attached hereto. In the conversa-
tion with him and the Minieter for Defence, at the
time he delivered the communication to me, I made 1t
plain that hls suggestlion that "Partition" be con-
sidered as a factor in the Irish case could not be
entertained, I pointed out that the attltude of his
Government toward the landing of American troops in
Northern Ireland had cost the Irish Government what-
ever pympathy Amerlcan majority opinion may have
cherished for the Irish viewpoint and that the sconer
that aspect of the situstlion was suppressed, the
better for Irish securlty.

Respectfully yours,

DAVID GRAY

Enclosures:

1. Memorandum entitled "Invasion and Defence
of Ireland®,
2, Report by Lt, Col. Reynolds, Military Attaché.
3, Copy of communication from Irish Chief of
Staff, dated March 19, 1942,
4. Copy of letter from Lt, Col, Reynolds,
March 9, 1842,
5. Copy of letter to Lt, Col. Reynolds,
March 11, 1942,

820/824/710



Enclosure No, 1 to Deepatnh No. 317, dated March 21, 1842,

From American Legation, Dublin, Ireland,

MEMORANDUM

INVASION AND DEFENCE CF IRELAND

1. CONSEQUENCES OF GERMAN OCCUPATION OF IRELAND,
It can hardly be dlsputed that if the Axle should

gelze and hold Ireland, the blockade of Great Britain will
become effective and Britain wlll be forced to capltulate:
(a) By reason of the closing of the Irish channel;
(b) By reason of the enemy use of Irish bases for
alr attack on the western approaches;
(e) By reason of the use of Irish harbors on the
south and west coaet as submarine bases.
To defeat Eritain, therefore, it is unnecessary

for Germany to invade Britain, but only teo ocoupy Ireland,

2. EIRE DEFENCELESS

Eire, comprising three-fourths of the territory
of Ireland, is in effect defenceless, The Eire Govern-
ment hae only about 40,000 firet line troope. It has
practically no tanks, no armored care, no alreraft., It
has inadequate artillery and transport, lnadequate sup-
Plies of motor fuel and ammunition, The defence of the
Island, from our viewpolnt, must therefore be assumed by

the United Natlone operating from Northern Ireland.

3. PROBABILITY OF GERMAN ATTACK

The above facts are undoubtedly as well known to

the German High Command as to us, Whatever the outocome,

therefore,
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therefore, of the Russlan campaign, it 1s probable that
Germany ig preparing the matériel and personnel for an
invaeion of Ireland, It i1e obviously her best chance
to defeat Britain. And it is reasonable to expect 1t
at the earliest date at which 1t can be prepared, in

vlew of the growing asslstance being sent by America,

4, ESTIMATED POWER AND NATURE OF GERMAN ATTACK

Opinione confldentially expressed to me by
British Alr Intelligence officers indicate that Germany
l1s accumulating formidable reserves of transport planes
and gliders; that it ie possible that an alr-borne force
of not less than 200,000 picked men might be landed in
Eire in a few days together with air-borne light tanks,
light artlillery and adequate munitionse. Inasmuch as
there are cattle and potato stocks on every Irigh farm,
this conslderable force might count on living on the
country for several weeks.

I am informed confidentially that the British
Admiralty concedes the poseibllity that with a lucky
break of weather the landing in the Cork - Wexford area
of an Axle sea-borne expeditlonary force of from three
to five divislons and armed tranesport 1s entirely pos-
slble,

The recent strategy and tactlce employed by the
Japanese in their invasion of the Philippinee, Malaya,
Java and Burma indicate the poseibility of protecting
convoye by land-based planes. The distance between
Cherbourg and Cork is only 316 miles. Short range

fighters
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Tfighters based on Brest and in southern Ireland, each
patrolling half the intervening area, might reasonably
be counted upon to establish a protective umbrella
throughout the whole voyage. The German fleet 1s avail-
able for convoy protection, setting out either from France
or from Norway. It would be rash to assume that if the
occupation of Ireland is undertaken, the Germans will not
employ the French fleet also.

Landinge by alr could be made at almost any point in
southern and southwestern Ireland without serious opposi-
tion., The Rynanna aerodrome near Foynes would at once
give the enemy a large and well-equipped air base in the
southwest. Every race-ocurse and golf course, as well
as many large pastures, provide emergency landing flelds.
Conceding to the Irish Army a loyal resolution to oppose
invaeion from any quarter, it is undenlable that it lacks
the armament for effective resistance. ‘

It must be assumed that all the Irish centers of
population and communication - Dublin, Cork, Limerick,
Mullinger, Galway - as well as the defensive areas in
Northern Ireland, would be subjected at the outset to
demoralizing bombing. It must be assumed also that
Britain would be simultaneously threatened and British
foreee tled up for home defence.

A force of from a few hundred to a few thousand
speclally trained German air-borne troops, etriking at
vulnerable centers of communication and establishing
themselves in stone-built villages and towns would be
impossible speedily to dislodge by any means avallable
to the Irieh Army. There must alsoc be anticipated the

now
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now well-known strategy of making a large number of
separate landinges, thus confueing the defence command
and dividing defence forces and reinforeing and exploit-
ing those nuclei which have been succeseful in consoli-
dating their positions.

5. DEFENCE REQUIREMENTS

It requires no special military knowledge to recog-
nize that conditione euch as are set forth above can
successfully be met only by opposing the invader at all
pointe with a PREPONDERANCE of alr power and armored
land power. This defence must be eséentlally offensive
in character, each enemy nucleus must be not only en-
circled and contained, but obliterated in the shortest
poessible time. To attempt merely to hold Northern Ire-
land or Northern Ireland and a portion of southern Ire-
land, as hae been suggested, thue permitting the Axis
to establish air, sea, and land bases in Elre, would be
suieidal.

PREPONDERANCE of offensive armored forces and
time are the obvious essentials of the defence. The
Irieh military experts are of the opinion that, under
the most favorable conditions, motorized forces in the
north eould hardly operate in the Cork or Foynes areas
under three days. Moreover, condiitions doubtless would
not be favorable, ae roade and bridges would be bombed.
Bo few stone bridges in Ireland will carry more than
six tons that tank foroces must rely on engineers and
pontoon service. If the Irish time figures are acour-
ate, and I have no reason to doubt them, the defending
foroee operating offensively must be proportionately

greater,
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greater, in order to cope with an enemy who has had
several daye in which to establish himself.

Emphasis has been placed on tanke and motorized
infantry and artillery as essentlal means of defence,
for the reason that, without the pre-arranged coopera-
tion of Eire in a combined defence, the defending air
power must lnevitably operate at great disadvantage.

The southern areas most avallable for German attack and
landinge are beyond the radius of short range fighter
planes based elther in the 8ix Counties or in Britain.
They are even beyond the effective range of such craft
based 1n the Dublin area, assuming that in the first
twenty-four hours the Dublin alr facilities might be
defended from the Germans and made available to air
foroes coming down from the 31x Counties. To operate
sucoesefully against the areas in question and to pro-
tect bombers attacking the invader in the areas in ques-
tion, emergency landing fields would be necessary within
50 or 80 miles of Cork and Foynes. Assuming the possl-
bility of providing such fields, the problem of pre-
venting the Germans from seizing them and holding them
does not appear possible of solution with the means at
present avallable to the Iriash Army.

It would seem that no fewer than five tank divi-
slons and five motorized divislons with their full comple-
ments of artillery would be the minimum forece that could
be expected to meet such an attack as has been envlsaged
and that to insure a certaln preponderance of force, half
again as much should be provided. It 18 of courese under-
stood that alr force commensurate with the above ground

forces would be indispensable.
While
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While recognizing the physlical problem of housing
and supplying a force of such size in Northern Ireland,
| it would be dangerous to rely on despatch of adequate
reinforcementas from Britain, having regard to the time
faoctor, even if such foroces were avallable. It le
estimated that it would require three weeks for effeo-
tive forces based on Britain to take the field in Ire-

land.

6. ATTACK ON IRELAND AS DIVERSION TO INVASION

If faotors not taken into account in the fore-
golng paragraphe should determlne the German High Com-
mand to launch thelr major attack upon England, the
weakness of Irish defences and the diffliculties of
ieland defence inherent upon defence based primarily
on the 8ix Countles would continue to invite attack as
a feint or diversion to be developed or not according
to eircumatances. The view generally held in England
is to the effect that if Britain be invaded, such a
diversion would in fact be directed agalnst Elre, but
it 1is sssumed that 1t would be a minor cperation to be
dealt with more or lsss at the convenlence of the Irish
and British military commands. In as much as this view
appears not to recognize that the consequences of a
sucoessful minor operation undertaken as a feint and
subsequently developed into a major operation are the
game as if the operation had been planned as a major
one, it would seem to be a dangerous view for the
American High Command to accept. Consequently, the
requirements for 1sland defence are the same whether

a diversion or a major attack 1s to be expected.

7. ARMING
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7. ARMING EIRE

The foregoing analysie of defence conditions in
Ireland has been based on the assumption that the
present poliocy of the Irish Government continues un-
changed. Changee in that policy would immediately
alter the whole problem of Irish defence:

(a) If the Irish Government became an ally,
dieposition of armored forces and alr power would
naturally be made at strategle points. BSelf-
interest would dietate that every saorifice be
made to arm and equip Iriesh military man-power,
to provide antl-airoraft defence without delay,
a8 well as to deliver all essentlal supplies for
the home front.

(b} If the Iriesh Government, while contlnuing
thelr policy of neutrality, negotiated a defensive
alliance with the United Natione to come into effect
upon being attacked, to a lesser extent that in the
event of an allliance, but nevertheless to a consider-
able extent, 1t would be to the self-interest of the
United Nations to supply and equip the Irish Army
and to perfect carefully coordinated plans for com-—
mon defence. There ig, however, no reason to anti-
cipate any change in Irish policy. The Irish Govern-
ment are supported in the policy of neutrality by a
very large majority of the Irish people, who natur-
ally wieh to keep out of the war. The view 1l& preva-
lent that, even with the asslstance of the United
States, the United Nations will be unable to defeat
the Axis Powers, a vliew not at all unreasonable in

the
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the light of the existing military situation and
without understanding of the military potentiali-
ties of the United Btates. Ae a consequence, the
Irish people dread teking any action which might
offend German sensibllities and provoke retalia-
tory bombing and a harsher fate in the case of a
German viectory. It i1s unlikely that even the lim-
ited measure of cooperation set out above would
receive popular support.

It should be understood that the Irish Gov-
ernment belleve honeetly that the poliey whiech they
are now pursulng offere the best chance of escaping
the horrore of war and that they are prepared to
accept responsibllity to the Irish pecple for thie
policy, entalling as it does, in the case invasion
le attempted, the throwing into battle of Irish
manpower without adequate equipment or matériel,
and the inevitable seleetion of Irish terraln as
the maln battlefield by the German High Command.

If the poeslibility of a change in Irish polley
be ruled out, it remains only to examine the possi-
bility of arming the Irlish Army without any coop-
erative undertaking on the part of the Irieh Gov-
ernment. Bpokesmen for the Irish Government polnt
out the following advantages which would acorue to
the United Nations 1f the Irish Army were adequately
equipped:

(a) The Irish Army may be relied upon to de-
fend Irish ecll from any invader;

(b) Irish manpower is famous soldier material;

(e) An Irish Army knowe ite own terrain;

(d) An
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(d) An adequate Irish Army would be dlsposed
with reference to areas first liable to attack,
thus eliminating the existing adverse time factor
confronting forces operating from the 8ix Counties;

(e) The effect of an adequately armed Irish
Army would be to add to the forces of the United
Nations ln the event of Axie invasion from forty
to two hundred thousand effectives maintained at
the expense of the Irish Government and in areas
not congested by the billeting of United Nations'
forces.

Both technical and political cbjections undoubtedly
exlst to such a program and in as much ae I propose to
recommend such measure of armament for the Irish forces
as may be practleable and in American interest, it is
better at the ocuteet to consider the strongest case that
can be made agalnst such a poliey. I recognize, there-
fore, that the following technical difficulties and per=-
hape others would have to be considered by our General
Btaff:

(a) Whether 1t is possible to plan a workable
and dependable scheme of cooperative defensive action
with a Government whose polliecy forbids the open inter-
change of those understandings and undertakings which
are usual between governments undertaking defensive oper-
ations in common. This is a decision which only the
High Command of the United BStates can make.

(b) Whether, with the existing urgent need for
arme and equipment outrunning the avallable supply,

American or Allied unite ready for combatant servioce
should
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should be passed over and priority extended toc forces
dedicated to Irish defence alone, over which the sources
of supply exerclse no control.

(e) Assuming that adequate matériel ghould be-
come available, to what extent could its issue to the
Irieh Army be expected to make that organilzation capable
of successful defence of 1tes own territory and in what
period of time? The Irish Prime Minlster frequently
referse to the quarter of a million of Irishmen capable
of bearing arms. Thie would not be an excessive flgure
if the wvolunteer enlistments in the British Army have
not materially enoroached upon the traditional ten per-
cent of total population avallable for military service,
Estimates of this enllstment run from fifty to a hundred
and fifty thousand, The higher figure is undoubtedly
exceselve, but the number may well be in excese of fifty
thousand,

If a program of matériel sufficient for arming
elght to ten divislons were avallable, the manpower
would presumably also be avallable., This would imply
adequate artillery, mechanized transport, armored units,
supply services and adequate air force. What assurances
could be given to our High Command that a trained per-
sonnel of technieians could be provided to serve the
necessary equipment? The malntenance of tanke and
motorlzed transport on a large scale demande large
staffs of highly sekilled mechanics. How long would it
take to produce such a force? How quiekly could a requi-
site force of competent gunners be tralned? Even more
difficult 1e the problem of pilote and technicians for

the
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the air forece commensurate to such an army,

(d) There remain now to be coneidered the politi-
cal difficulties which the American Government would
encounter if 1t undertook the arming of Eire without
eatiefactory agreemente ae to cooperation. My lmpres-
elon of American sentiment, galned from the American
prees, radlc comment, and private letters le that 1t 1e
beginning te adopt the formula "Our friende are those
who are with us." It is true that the "Friends of
Irieh Neutrality" disbanded upcn America's entry in
the war, but thie act is interpreted as taclt admission
that the organization wae not primarily interested 1in
Irieh neutrality but in eabotaging our government's
ald-for-Eritain pollicy. The effect of such activities
hae undoubtedly been to represent Ireland and ite Gov-
ernment as oppoeed to Eritaln rather than concerned with
ite own neutrality. Thie I know not to be the case as
regards Ireland and its Government, but the lmpreesion
made upon American publie oplnion remains as a political
factor., I.H.A. motivities, the public utterances of the
Cardinal Primate and, finally, the protest of the Irish
Frime Minister against American troope landing in
Northern Ireland all tend to strengthen thie view.

Furthermore, the American press has made it clear
that the main currente of Amerlcan oplnion regard the
assistance of Irieh manpower as of secondary lmportance,
compared with the use of Irish strateglec bases for the
prosecution of the Battle of the Atlantlc., The recent
Gallup poll expressea the crystallizatlion of thie
opinion and indicates that opinion among the Irish-
born Americans and the firet American-born generaticn

has
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hae changed radically since America entered the war,
It must therefore be recognized that American majority
epinion in genersl regardes the unwillingness of Eire to
contribute to the safety of sea-borne transport, by
which she has recelved and still recelves her supplles,
as justification for making no sacrifices for the safety
and comfort of Eire. It may well be that thie 1s the
policy of cutting off one's nose to eplte one's face,
but I recognize that the popular opinion which advocates
1t is just as much a political fact in America as the
undoubted allegiance of the Irigh people to the prin-
eiple of neutrality is a cogent political fact in Ire-
land.

Obviously 1t 1s beyond my province to shape Ameri-
can policy, but, in spite of the political oblectlons
to arming Eilre above considered, I recommend urgently
examination of the following considerations of Amerlecan
self-intereat which I believe should dictate our attl-
tude in the present situation:

(a) In general, it is desirable that, even
without ocooperative arrangement between our two
governmente, the morale of the Irish Army should
be maintained at as high a level as possible in
view of German invaeion. The concession of such
armament to the Irish Army ae may be avallable is
the most practicable way of attaining this end.

(b) It is also desirable that the traditional
Irish-American friendship be maintained, in spite
of radiocal divergence of national poliey and nothing
in the present crieis is better calculated to pro-
duce Irish good-will toward America than the

concesslion
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concession of avallable armament.

(e} 1In partioular, in view of proespective
use of Irish alr ports by American commercisl trans-
port lines, i1t 1s in American interest that adequate
protection be assured in the Foynee-Rynanna area.

(d4) It is also definitely to the interest of
American and British forces in Nerthern Ireland
which are assuming ultimate responsibility for le-
land defence that suitable emergency landing and
refuelling fields be establighed, maintalined, and
defended by the Irish Defence Minlastry, with a view
to making them available for United Nation'! fighter
planes in the Cork and Foynes regleons 1n the event
of Axis invasion. An approach to attalning these
ends, both general and particular, could moet
practicably be made, I believe, by allettlng te
the Irish Government as quickly as possible suf-
ficlent anti-ailrcraft artillery for the defence of
the areas in question and also such a force of first
line fighter aireraft as exlsting personnel of the
Irish air force could man and eervioce,

As & factor in maintaining morale, the Irish
government are especlally interested in obtalning
rifles, even though they may not be of the latest
pattern., Any allotments of old Bpringflelds that
gould be spared would be gratefully received and
would make for good-will.

On Wedneeday, March 18th, at 4 p.m., I called upon

the Irish Minister for Defence and the Chief of Staff,
Lt. General
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Lt. General D. McKenna, and read the foregoing memoran-—
dum to them, I also left them a copy for more careful
coneideration, requesting at the same time such sugges-
tions and recommendations as might prove constructively
helpful. At 12 noon, on March 20th, the Minister and
Chief of B8taff returned my call, The Minlster stated
that he had taken the liberty of showing the memorandum
to Mr, de Valera. The Chief of Staff presented me with
a communication signed by him, a copy of which le hereto
attached, in which, smong other thinge, he sete forth
the kind and quantity of equipment for which the Irieh
Army at present has trained personnel avallable,

I hereby suggest that if my recommendation for
armes for the Irish Army be approved, thle list be con-
gidered as authoritatively setting forth the neede and

desires of the Irish Defence Miniastry.

D. G.



Enclosure No. 2 to Despatch No. 317 deted March 21, 1942
From American Legation, Dublin, Ireland.

L0, 11 D and MO e B

THE GERMAN THREAT TO IRELAND
AND
THE STRENGTH NECESEARY TO MEET IT

In thie estimate I have tried to consider whether
under certain conditions a successful invasion of Ireland
is within German capabllities, whether the rewards of a
succesrful inveerion by Germany would be such ae to
Justify her in running the risks of such a venture, the
general form which an atteck on Ireland might teke, and
the strength the Allies should hold in Irelsnd to insure
the defeat of the invaders. Thie is not an attempt to
forecast German strategy.

I

COULD GERMANY INVADE IRELAND WITH REASOMABLE
~ PHOSPECTS OF succEssY o

There are eeveral factore to be coneidered with
regard to thie polnt. In the firet place, what sort of
resistance would she mest in Ireland?

1. The Army of Elre.

Due to Eire's poliecy of neutrality to which she
rigidly adheres, the entire defense of the twenty eix
Sputhern Countlies is entrusted to the Army of Eire. This
conslete of about 45,000 regulare and & Local Defense
Force which 18 optimistically estimated at about 100,000.
The regulars are a fine body of men. They are organized
in two Infantry Divielons, each of nilne battalions of
infantry, one battalion of light artillery, and one company
each of slgnal troops, engineers, supply and transport,
medleal, and military police. There are some ten additional
battalions nf infantry which have nst been assigned, a few
extrae field guns, and miscellenecues unassigned troops.
There are seven motorized sguadrons of cavalry, each con-
sleting of an armored troop and three motor troope. There
are alsg two armored squadrone. The motor equadrons and
armored squadrons together have 25 old type English tanke
and 22 "home made" tanks based on Ford chassie. There 1is
practlesally no coaet defense exocept a few old guns left by
the British. The anti-aircraft artillery ie merely a
token foroe. The alr corps conslete of 67 offlcera of
whom 54 are pllots and 672 enlieted men. It 1& eguipred
with 54 alrplanes, mcet of which are trainers, all of
which (except for possibly two or three that crashed in
Irelsnd and were impounded) were acquired before 1938, and
less than half of which are fit for uee at any cne time.

The Loeal Defense Force 18 very raw and relatively
much more poorly equipped than the Regular Army.

The
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The only ammunition menufactured in Eire ie for shot
guneé. They also made & few land mines.

The General Staff has worked sut whet 1t calls a
"spider web" defense for Eire, invelving small mobile
columns which will hit and run and hit agaln and a fairly
eemplete eystem of demolitions. Owlng to the leck of
explosives, many of the planned demolitions could not be
effected. Due to the acute shortage of petrol and motor
traneport (as well as tires) it will probebly be impossiktle
to move the moblle cclumne in accordence with the plans.
Bravely as 1t would reslet, the Eire Army would be brushed
aglde by the sort of invasion that fell on Crete.

2. The B.T.N.I. (British Troope in Northern Ireland) end
American Troops.

Due to Eire's neutrslity, these troops are Eequeatered
in the 3ix Northern Counties, and are billeted over an
extensive area. It i1e conceivable that they might not be
concentrated until the German invasion was under way. Even
sssuming that the columne were formed with the leading
vehiclee on the Border headed South at the moment of alarm,
Newry ie 65 1/2 miles from Dublin, and Dublin is 159 miles
from Cork. The dietances to be traversed by columns moving
over the Central end Weetern rosds would be much greater.

I have heard it estimated thet the head of the

Eastern Column of the BE.T.N.I. could be in the Dublin ares
in two hours and & half after recelving movement ordere.

I fear that on the night selected for the invasion, the
Dublin - Belfast road and the bridgee at Newry, Dundalk,
and Droghede would be considerably impaired by the Luft-
waffe and the I.R.A., snd the towne through which it passes
would be in much eonfueion. It ie resecnable to anticipate
6lmllar conditione on all the main roads leading to the
South, which would greatly retard the movement.

It 18 unneceegary to pertieulsrize in thie estimate
as to the strength and compoeition of the troops in the
North as they are a matter of record. Handicapped as they
are by the ground rules which keep them Korth of the
Border until the Germans have landed, seized the necessary
airdromee and ports, and got themeelves organized, I
believe they are in insufficient force and that they lack
the necessery planes, armored vehiclese, and motor traneport
to enable them to knock out a powerful invading force
before it gathers momentum. Thie ie the opinion of every
Britieh officer with whom I have dlscussed the sub)eot.

3. Does Ireland'e Location Render an Invasion Imposeible.

Germeany traneported from 17,000 - 18,000 troops from
Athens to Crete by air, defeated a defending force of some
27,500 men and captured the island. It is 170 miles from
Athene to Crete. No Oermen war shipe were present, except
a few motor torpedo boate and mine eweepers; the Italian
navy, if present wae not effentive; and the British
Mediterranean fleet had complete control of the Aegean Sea,

The
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The distance from Queenstown to Cherbourg is 316 milese,
and some of the strategic pointe for which parachutists
would make are 120 miles further. The Germaen troop trans-
port planees Ju., 89 and 90 can carry forty eoldiers, at a
maximum speed of 217 miles per hour, There are four other
typee of German military traneport plenes, inocluding the
Ju. 52 which cerries fifteen men, and wes the treneport
plane ueed in Crete. We know that the German Navy has some
large Dornier and Elohm and Vose flying-hoat traneports.

It le falr to suppoee that the alr-minded Germans,
encoureged by the succeee of their Cretsan venture, have
greatly increased thelr troop traneport planes, and could
land & substantlsl forece in Irelend. Ageinet the Wasl-
haven alrdrome in Holland they used one battalion of para-
chute troops. At Crete they used a division of three
regimente., In Ireland they might use three divislona,

Thie deee not take into account the gliderse which
Germany ie reported toc be bullding at a great rate. In
Crete socme fifty were used, each carrying ten men. How
many gliders were towed by one plane doee not appear but
we believe they travelled at about 105 miles per hour and
we know that they were towed for at least 170 miles. There
would seem to be no lnherent reason why glidere could not
bte used in an invaslon of Ireland,

While Ireland is too far from the German alr basee
to enabtle their fighteres to be effective there if based
on France, the Germen parachutieste and alr-borne infantry
ghould have no dlffloulty in seizing air fields in Ireland
from which the fighting plenee could operi&te. As for the
German bombers, they have alrcady been to BELFAST.

To be effective, the alr-berne troope would probably
have to be closely followed mnd reenforced by tanks,
artillery, and motorized troope. Thie would involve
ocean transporte and probably using the unloading faclli-
ties of one or two ports, and with the British Navy in
eontrel of ites home watere, would be very hazardcus.

Any invasion of Irelend, however, would procbably be
coupled with a demonstration in force againet England, as
well a8 timed to take place when the Britieh and Ameriocan
naevies were occupled in other cuartere. Under certain
conditione the British naval superlority e regards the
defense of Ireland, might be leees than 1t was in the
Aegean Sea during the ete affair. Before 1t could be
determined that the attack in force on England was not
the main blow, and & powerful force of planes and shipe
diverted to Ireland, German sir-borne infantry might be
in poseesslon of Cork, the SBhannon estuary, the southern
beaches, the prineipal landing flelds of Eire, and the
traneporte and thelr naval escorts well on their way from
France or Spain.

The diffioulty of supplylng an expeditlonary force
after it had landed in Ireland is the etrongeet reason
for doubting that the Germans will invade. But the prob-
leme of supply in Norway, North Afrioca and Russia have not
been simple, and the Germane have shown extracrdinary

abllity
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abllity in solving them. Much was done by the Italians

in the way of delivering eupplies by air in Ethiopla. A
Germen commercial submarine crossed to America with a
conaldersble ocargo prior to the last war, It would be
rash to assume that the difficulties of supplying & German
force in Ireland were insoluble.

Recent far flung Japanese operations in the Pacifie,
the Buccessful translt of the English Channel by a ocon-
slderable German flotilla under aircraft protection, and
the inabllity of Great Britain with complete naval control
of the Aegean Bea to prevent the invaslon and capture of
the 160 mile long lsland of Crete, may cause revislon of
thought on the part of the Germane as to the concluslvensess
of predominant sea power.

On the whole, 1t would seem cver-confident to bellieve
that Germany wae incapable of launching an invaslion of
Ireland with any chance of succeas, 1f the possible gaina
Justified taking the undoubted risks.

II

WHAT HAS GERMANY TO GAIN BY THE CONQUEST OF IRELAND?

1. Ireland would afford another invaluable base for
an ultimate invasion of England. Kingseton (Dun Laoghalire)
18 only 568 milee from Holyhead, Belfast 18 140 miles from
Liverpool and 112 from Glasgow. Torr Head in Ireland is
enly 12 1/2 miles from Eilntyre in Sgotland.

2. Ireland in German hands would almoet complete the
encirolement of the United Eingdom, close the Western
ports of England and Scotland, and render the German
blockade almost wholly effective.

3., Ireland would be & useful base from wihlch to
attack convoye in the North Atlantic in translt to the
United Kingdom or to Russla.

4, Ireland would be a valuable base for German
operatione against Iceland, Greenland, Newfoundland and
the North American Continent.

§. By the occcupation of Ireland, Germany could deny
ite use to America as the base for an expeditionary force
to be launched at a favorable time on the Continent of
Europe.

6. In the svent of the invasion of Ireland, Germany
could count on help from the I.R.A, and other disaffected
elementa. While they represent a emall part of the popula-
tion, the method by which they have alwaye conducted thelir
activities has familiarized them with every road and trail
in the country and all the tricks of sabotage. As a fifth
Column they would be very useful. Furthermore, there ls
an inoreasingly large and influential group im Elre, who,
while preferring the English to the Germans, are coming
to believe that Germany 1e going to win the war. If
Germany invaded, they might be inolined to accept what

they
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they belleve to be the inevitable with very little
reslstance. The Irish are extremely allergic to being
bombed, which I belleve to be the basis of thelr policy
of neutrality.

7. Of late, Germany hae not kept up ite pace of
conquest. Hitler might well declde that Ireland cffered
a favorsble opportunity of showing his people that Japan
hed no monopoly of the congueet of important ielands.

The conqueet of Ireland would involve such rich
rewards that the Germans might well gamble on thelr
audacity and ingenuity to overcome the very real hazarde
of the venture.

111,

WHAT FORM MIGHT THE INVASION BE EXPECTED TO TAKE?

Irf it followed the pattern of Crete, the German
attack would probably open by the intenslve bombardment
of the princolipal ecitlies and military eatablishments of
both North and South Ireland, especially the Northern
airdromes, on the night prior to the invaslion. Towards
dawn this bombardment would be concentrated on the air-
dromes to be seized., Parachutlete would then descend
and capture and clear the air fielde preparatory to the
landing of the air-borne infantry. The necessary ports
and beaches would be captured and made ready for the
ooean transpoerte whioch carry the armored and motorized
elemente and the motor transport and suppllies. Coinel-
dent with all thie, &ll roads, defiles, brldges, and
rallroads from the North would be bombed and advanelng
eolumne of the defending forces would be strafed from
the air. The lack of artillery wespons heavier than
fl-mm mortars and 75-mm mountain and infantry howitzers
would be compensated by the Luftwaffe, which at Crete,
in additien to driving the British fleet from the Aegean
Sea, was able to put down fire on the Maleme alrdrome
described as exceedinz in severity the heaviest artillery
preparation of the World War.

1. The Strength and Compoeition of the Invading Force.

Before examining in detail the kind of atteck the
defenders of Ireland might be called upon to meet, let
us coneider the guestion of the probable strength and
composition of the invading force. Again 1t 18 helpful
to compare the conditions in Crete with those of
Ireland. The dets with regard to the Battle of Crete
has been obtained from Speciel Bulletin No. 35, G-2
26857-231.

Crete 18 & mounteinous island 160 milee long, whose
breadth varles from 7 1/2 to 35 mlles., It waa 170 miles
from the bese from whioh German re-enforcements were
drawn. The surrcunding sea was dominated by the Brltish
Navy, but Germany had overwhelming superiorlity in the alr,
Part of the invading force wae sent by eea but it never
reached Crete. With the exception of & emall Italian

forece
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force which landed from boate after the concuest

of the

leland was completed, all the invading troopes were air-

borne.

The reduction of Crete commenced by several

days'

heavy preparatory air bombardment. The first landing wes
at 8 a.m. Mey 20, 1941, and by the 27th the fate of Crete
wae settled. The British hed evacusted the island by

June 1, 1941. The total strength of the Alllied

troopse in

Crete was 37,500 but it is said that only 12,000 of them
were combat troopse, the balance belng odde and ends of

service unite that had esceped from Greesce.

To conquer Crete the Germans created a task force
under General Loehr of the Alr Force, coneisting of
strong unite of the Luftwaffe and the Army. The Alr
force wes organized as the VIII Alr Corpe and was com-

posed as follows!

Heavy bombere and dive-bombers 360
Two englned fighters 150
Single engine fighters 315
Traneporte B850

Total 1,475

The Army coneisted of one skeleton divislon of
parachute troops and two skeleton divisions of land
forces, under the commsnd of Generel Student who had

been in charge of the parachutists at Eotterdam,
wes composed ae followa!

Parachute Divielon - three

regiments 4,950
22nd Alr Infantry Divielon -
part only 5,600
§th Mountaln Divielon - two aes
regiments only 5
Total 15,550

and

In addition there are known to have been ot least
one motorecyele company, coneidersble antiaireraft units,
and adequate supporting weepone -- 37-mm antitank guns,
88-mm mortars, &nd 75-mm mountaln and infantry howltzers.
The preeence of heavier artillery wespone and light

tanke has not been verified.

Now let ue turn to Ireland and epeculate upon the

strength and composition of a forece necessary to

effectuate 1ts conguest under the speclal conditione

there existling.

The area of Ireland 1s 20,367,735 acres of which
17,024,485 are in Eire and 3,352,250 in the Six Countiee.
The total population ie 4,248,165 of which 2,968,420 live
in Eire and 1,279,745 inhabit the 8ix Countles of the

North.

The length of the island from North East to South
Weet is sbout 330 miles. It'e width varies from about
100 to 170 milee. While there are no high mountaine

there
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there are many hille. Rivers and lakee abound. Woods,
affording concealment for bivouacs and assembly areas,
are almest non-existent. The country is interepersed
with etone houses and many of the villages, houees and
fields are surrounded by etone wallse rendering them
readily convertible into effective centere of resistance.
The road net 18 fairly extenesive but meny of the roade
Are only fit for one-way traffic and meny that appear on
the map are mere tracke. There 18 a good deal of bog-
land which 1e impaselble to tanks or vehlcles.

Ireland possesses 8 number of alr fields or terrain
whieh could readily be adapted to that purpose. Owlng to
the weakness of the Eire Army and the restrieotione imposed
on the Allied troope in the North, 1t will be a simple
matter for well tralned and eguipped troope to capture
many of these fields. A liet of airdromee, ailr filelds,
and terrain suitable for landing planes 1s annexed to
this estimate and marked "Appendix A",

The coagt line of Ireland on the West is deeply
indented, with many headlands and islands. It i& some-
thing like Maine except that the shore is more precipltous.
It 1s open to the Atlantie ground swell which railses a
heavy surf and except in the deep baye, renders landing
from ordinary boate difficult.

The East coast 18 lacking in harbors, and although
some of the shore ie quite mountainous, tﬁe water 1ls
much emoother.

The North and South ocomete resemble the West.

The tide approaches Ireland from the South West
firet striking Dureey Head, whence the South undulation
reaches Tuskar Rock in 1 3/4 houre and the Weset reaches
Tory Ieland 1 3/4 hours later. Along the South and West
coagt the riese of the Spring tide 18 from 10 = 13 feet.
On the North coaet at Oarnlough, Co. Antrim, and on the
East ocoaet at Cahore Polnt, Co. Wicklow, the Spring tide
riges from 3 - 5 feet. At Dundalk, on the Eagt coast,
due to the proximity of England and the meesting of the
two undulations, the Spring tide rise 18 15 feet.

Prevailing winds are from the South West and West.
Foge are rare on the Irish coast but there 1s a lot of
thick weather.

A liet of the seaports of Ireland, with certaln
data ooncerning them, ie hereto annexed and marked
"Appendix B". It is apparent that a sea-borne expedltion,
if it could reach Ireland, would be able to effect a
landing at a number of different places.

The exteneslve area of Ireland, the number of key
points which, if seized and held would facllitate the
invaslon, the necesslty for erushing local reslstance
before reenforoements could arrive from England, all ecall
for the use by Germany of & very strong, qulok striking
force.

The
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The composition and strength of & task force for the
rapld reduetion of Ireland might be Bomathing like thise:

Approximate
Troops EErangEE
Three Parachute Divielons - three
regiments each 15,000
Elght Infantry Divislons - alr-borne 80,000
Two Armored Divislons - sea-borne 16,000
8ix Infantry Divisions - sea-borne 80,000
Appropriate Corpe and Army Troops 15,000
Total 216,000
Alr Force
Heavy bombers and dive bombere 8OO
Fighters 800
Transporta 2,000
Total 3, 300

Asguming that the first echelon of transport planes
was B0O, they ehould be able to drop the 15,000 para-
chutists &t thelr assigned posltlons at 4 a.m. on the
day selected for the attack and be back in France by
9 a.m. Even if they lost 100 planes, 700 planes of the
firet echelon oould make & second trip and carry
21,000 infantry and land them in Ireland by 2 p.m.

Meanwhile, the second echelon of 1200 transports,
garrying 20,000 troops and weapone could land on oap-
tured Irish fields at 7 a.m. and return to Franoe by
12 noon. ABsuming 1t lost 400 planes, the 800 remalning
oould land 24,000 additlonal infantry by 7 p.m. making a
total of 90,000 men in fifteen hours, The process ocould
continue during the night and 1t might be poseible to
subsatitute alr-transport for some of the infantry 1t had
been plenned to move by ses,

No gliders have been taken into aAccount in thle move-
ment and thelr uee would elther relieve the transport
planes or enable more supplies to be carrled over.

An alr officer could probably detect & great many
flawa in thie plan. I have had no experience along this
line and have not the necessary texte to work out the
legleties. But even 1f the operation gnvieaged greatly
exceeds the actual possibilities, Judging by past opera-
tione it would seem that the Germane could launch & very
formidable alr-borne attack on Ireland.

2. The German Plan of Attack.

Any plan the Germans formulate 18 eure to be o
dangerous one. While it might take any one of a number
of varlations it would probably involve three mailn
elemente;

(1)
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(1) The protection of the invading force by creating
the maximum confusion in the North of Ireland by bombing
congested civilian areag and military cantonments, destruo-
tlon of airorart in airdromes and the unrelenting attack
on columns Boving to repel the invasion.

(2) The seizure of a11 avallable landing fields in
order to expedite the unleading of alr-borne troops,
provide bases for Tlghter planes, and deny the uee of the
Southern landing fields as bases for the fighter planes
of the defenders,

(3) The capture and eccupation of certain ports apd
beaches for use of the Bea-borne trocps and the unleoading
of heavy equipment.

The plans would certainly inelude the capture of
Cork which has an excellent harbor and port facllities
and probably containg coneiderable stores of foed,
Limerick, while in mAny ways not 8o good as Cork, might
also be used ae a debarkation port because it would allow
&n invading foreoe to march te the Nerth up the sorridar
of the Bhannon River with good left flank protection.

The eeiture of Dublin end the general line to the
West along the Royal Cansl to Mullingar might seem to
involve initial operations too far to the North., But
the capture of Dublin would demoralize the government
of Eire and upeet plans for the defense of Ireland. It
would enable the Germans to obtain valuable etores before
they could be destroyed. The initial landing of an
invading force on the excellent landing fields of Dublin
would put the defendere of Ireland 8t 8 disadvantage at
the cuteet, and would seem a proper riek to teke. The
invaders would have to trust to air superiority to hold
off the troops approaching from the North until their
position could be consolidated, In the absence of motor
transport the invaders would have to take Dublin from the
air, if it was to be done quiekly.

Bearing in mind the essentlal elements of the German
plan of invasion, and BBsuming that Sunday, May Jrd, waa
the date selected, the German operations might take a
form scmething like this:

(1) At 2:00 a.m. the simultaneous bombardment of
the cities of Cork, Dublin, Limerick, Belfaet, London-
derry, Mullingar, the military flying fields and canton-
mente of the North and Scouth, and the roads and raillroads
leading from the North into Elre, acoompanied by Fifth
Column sabotage.

(2) At 3:00 a.m. the intensive bombardment of the
defences of the landing fields the Germans intended to uae.

(3) At 4:00 a.m, landing parachute troope and the
removal of the obatacles from the following landing flelds:

(a) Dublin Area: Collinstown, Baldonnel, Gormanstown,
Fhoenix Park, Oastle Knock, Kildonan, Leopardstown, Dublin
Bay Beach, and Portmarnocck Strand.

(b)
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(b) Cork Area: Fermoy Ballineollig 1, Ballincollig 2
Belvelly Bridge, Enlueﬁ, Cloyne, Skibb;retn. i

(e) Limerick Area: Rineanna, Foynes, Eilconry, Adare,
Limerick 1, merlek 2, Newcastle West.

(d) Curragh Area: Curragh Camp, Leixlip, Athy, Bishopa-
court House,

(e) Waterford Area: Tramore.

(f) Wexford Area: Ferna, Johnstown Castle, North Blob,
Newtonbarry House, Rosegarland,

(4) At 7:00 a.m. the landing of the first wave of
air-borne infantry and fighter planes, capture of Dublin,
Cork and Limerick, and preparation of the ports for the
use of the ships.

(56) The arrival of transporte at Cork and Limerick,
and the development of the German plan of campalgn.

Throughout all the above stages German bombers and
fighters ceasselessly attack the defending troocps and
agslst thelr Infantry in the reduction of centers of
resistance. The troops which landed at the various
fields are concentrated. The maximum advantage 18 taken
of the I.R.A. and other Fifth Column elements.

3. The Timing of the Invasion.

All that can be sald on this poin: is that it is gafe
to assume that if an attack ie plenned, 1t will fall be-
fore America attains her maximum military strength, et a
season when the nights are long enough to permit the com-
Pletion of the initial steges of the invasion under covVer
of darknees and the days ere not too short for the ex—
Ploiting of the advantages gained by eurprise, and when
storms at sea are infrequent. The Japanese, who have had
much experlence in landing cperatione, usuelly make their
landings Just before dawn, on a dey when the tide is high
Just after dawn.

v

THE STEENGTH OF AN ADEQUATE DEFENSE FCRCE.

The conclusion presented 2s to an adequate defense
force rerresents the strength believed sufficient to
ensure the holding of Ireland against any troops it might
reasonebly be anticipated that the Germans could use,

There are four main fectors which would seem to
enter into determining the strength of an Allled force
sufficient to defeat a German invasion.

1. Reliance to be Placed on Eire Army,

The Eire Regular Army 18 composed of excellent
material. Since commencing thie estimate I have hed the

opportuni ty
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opportunity of meeting Major General Costello, in command
of the 1at Divieion, Colonel Fox, the Chief of Staffr,
Commandant Emphy, G-3, and some others, I witnessed =
tactical exerclee and attended an Officers' Refresher
Course. I formed a very favorable impression of the
character and abllity of the officers and the excellent
dilecipline and quality of the troops. In case of &
German invasion I am convinced that the Elre Army would
fight bravely and that lte high command would welcome the
z;siatnnou of the Allies »nd would cooperste loyally with
em,

But, as already pointed out, the Elre Army is
destitute of all equipment necessery to an efficlent
modern fighting force. I believe Lt would be incapable
of offering more than & spirited but brief resistance to
a German invaelon and in ecelculating the etrength of the
foroe whilch the Allies should provide to insure Irelend
againet conguest by Germany, 1t has seemed best tn dlae-
regard it.

2. BStrength of Subversive Elements in Ireland.

Irish officers have told me that the strength of
the I.F.A. and other subversive elements which might be
expected to help Germany in the event of an invasilon 1s
not over five per cent. Taking the population of Elre at
2,968,420, this would give us 148,421 dleaffected indivi-
duals, without considering the 1,279,745 people who live
in the 8ix Countiee of the North where conditione are not
harmonious. Discounting the women in the disaffeoted
femilies (some of whom are undoubtedly dangerous) the
number of persone who might be counted 2s a Fifth Column
ie quite feormidable.

Ireland ie very poor. Many of 1ta people have been
cold and hungry all winter. Eince this estimate wasg
commenced, bread allowence has been reduced., Coal ie
prectically unobteinable by the poor and the supply of
turf has pronved uneatiefactocry. On Merch 3rd the consump-
tion of gae, with which moet of the cocking is done in
the citles, wes drastically curtailed, and further reduc-
tion 1e anticlipeted which will oblige some of the large
industrial employers of labor to go out of business. With
bread ehort, and fuel for oocking other foods equally eo,
the Irish people must look forward to reel privation.

Under such oconditionse, the renke of the diesffeocted
will swell and become receptive to the sort of propaganda
epread by CGerman agente. Thie faot beare on the strength
of a defense force whioch may encounter attack and
obstruetion from the Irieh as well ag the Germans,

2. Limitations Imposed by the Neutrality of Eire,

Not only 1e Eire unable to repel an invaeicn in force
by Germany, but the poliey of neutrality to which she
adheree lmposes grave handicaps on the Alllee in coming
to her aselstance. Instead of being able to defend the

porte
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porte and airflelde of Eire by sufficient gune and
fighter plesnes based on Southern Alrdromes, and by
concentrations of highly mobile, hard-hitting troops
pPlaced in criticel areas, who can crush air-borne in-
vaders before they organize, the Alliece are compelled
to keep thelr troope North of the Border, diepersed
through the Six Countiee. Their firet warning of an
invaeion might concelvably be the German bombe. By the
time the Alliee could put intc effect their Flane of
defence, the sir-fields, porte and beaches and the key
positione in Eire might be in German hands. Their
columne moving South will be attzcked by German bombers
end hampered by Fifth Column sabotsge, through ruined
towne filled with peniec-stricken people. As they get
further South they will lose the protection of their
flghter planee for lack of fields upon which to base
them. They will have been forced to spot Germany the
precloue houre of time and initimtive whioh have made
Jepan 3o dangerocus.,

4. Fectors of Time and Space Work for the Invader.

Before the Allied ground troops based on the North
could strike an invader, they would be obliged to travel
conelderable distances. It ie imposeible to translate
such diestances inte terms of time becauee there i€ no
meane of determining the extent to which marching columne
would be delayed. But if we assume that because of the
"ground rules" imposed by Eire's policy of neutrality
the Allied columne would etart from the genersl Esst-
West line Newry - Armagh - Enniskillen (few troope ecould
be quartered South of that line), we find the following
road dieteRnces to localities which the Germans are likely
to try to selze:

Newry to Dublin Area 65 1/2 miles
" " Curragh " 092 3/4
" " Cork " 225 1/2 ¥
" " Limerick ", wvia Dublin 187 1/2
" . " " " Mullingar-
Tullamore-Nenagh 14
"  to Wexford Area 158 3/4
" " Waterford " 179 3/4 "
Armagh to Dublin Ares via
Carrickmacroge-Navan 21 =
Armagh to Curragh Area via
Carrickmacrose-Navan 106 "
Armagh to Mullingar Area, via
Caatleblaney-Oldcaetle 77 L
Armagh to Cork Area 2g2 1/2
Armagh to Limerick Area, via
Mullingar 173 1/2
Armagh to Wexford Area, via Navan-
Nase-Carlow 178 "
Armagh to Waterford Aresa, wvia
Navan-Naas-Carlow 182 1/2 *
Enniekillen to Dublin Area via
Cavan-Kells 103 "
Enniskillen to Curragh Area via
Cavan-Mullingar 114 K

Enniskillen
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Ennilklllun to Mullingar Area 72 miles
" Athlone Area vie

Lengford i) "
Enniskillen to Cork Arsa via

Rogscrea-Thurles 21e "
Enniskillen to Limerick Ares via

Athlone-Rogecrea 163 "
Enniekillen to Wexford Area via

Tullamore-Kilkenny 202
Enniskillen to Waterford Area 181 N

It 1e apparent that before an invading force at any
of the above localities cculd be attacked by the Allled
ground troope, much valugble time would have elapsed and
the enemy would be in a position to offer effective
organized resietance.

5. Conocluslont

Taking the above factors into coneideration, as well
ag the faet that the lose of Ireland might be almoet as
disastrcus ae the conguest of the Unlted Eingdom, to
which it might actuelly lead, 1t would seem that to enable
the Allies to be reasonably certain of holding Ireland
againet & determined German invasion, their forcee should
approximate the following strength:

Trocps Alr Force
Eight Infantry Divieione 600 Heavy Bombers and Dive
Bombers
Three Motorized Infantry 1000 Fighters
Divielons

Two Armored Divielons

Bix Regiments Anti-Alr-
craft Artillery

Corpe and Army Troope

I have not the Tables of Organization avallable to
determine the numerioal strength of the above force and
it would be affected by whether square or triangular
divisione were employed. I believe the troope should be
somewhere in the nelghborhood of 300,000 men.

JOHN REYNOLDS

Lieut. Colecnel, G. 8. C.
Military Attaché, Dublin

March 9, 1942,



Enclosure No. 3 to Despatch No. 317, deted March 21, 1942.
From American Legetion, Dublin, Irelend,

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
Parkgete, Dublin.
19th March, 1942.

My dear Minister,

I have rend with deep interest the memorandum Fou
were good enough to glve me last evening., I em evall-
ing of the opportunity to make & few observations on
it from the military point of view.

May I at the outset say that I feel that in the
first and last sentences of peragraph 2, as well as in
some other parts of the memorandum, you have painted
the pleture rather blacker then 1t in effect is. This
might have unfortunste repercussions in &s much as it
might defeat the primary object of the memorandum by
conveying the impression that our defence position 1is
20 weak thet your country would not be Justified in
relensing equipment to us on the grounds that the pro-
visicn of such equipment would not meterially improve
our present poaition. In making this comment I rea-
lize that you are the beat Judge of the effect this
plecture mey have on your pecple. You are, of course,
Awere that even though we are inadequately equipped
the overrunning of Denmerk will not be repeated here,
Furthermore, we are satisfied that given the necessary
material we will stop the inveder.

In paragreph 4 the flgures 200,000 representing
20 light Airborne Divisions appears to me to be an
over-estimate. This apart from fighter craft would
require some 12,000 transport planes and gliders. 8o
far, we have no information that a forge of this mag-
nltude ceould be made evallable. I camnot agree that
air lendings could be made 8t almost any point in
Southern and South Western Irelend without sericus
opposition, nor do I Ggree thet sultable emergency
landing fields are 88 plentiful as you suggest. You
mey be thinking of glider, perechutists and craesh
landings which could, of course, be made &t almoat
&ny point. S8hould the Germans succeed in securing
operaticnal landing fields then I agree that a much
lesser number of alreraft could, over a comperatively
short period, build up & large sirborne force,

It
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It might be inferred from your statement thet
Fineenna Aerodrome 18 not defended. This 1s defl-
nitely not the case. In fact oir plans provide for
meaking & maximum effort in the defence of our harbours
and serodromes. A deniel of these facilitles would
render a successful German inveslon of this country
prectically impeossible., As ocur equipment position
improyes so also will our abillty to deny thease
facllities.

In paregreph 7 you refer to our shortege of tech-
niclens. This 1s largely true since we are not an
industrial country. Desplte this, however, our small
air and armoured forces ere capable of considersble ex-
pansion.

On page 11, sub-paragraph (e)# you have omitted =
fector which I think 1s of importance and thet 1s - it
would further greatly decrease the danger of & German
ettempt to defeat Oreat Britain by striking at her
through lreland.

Might I suggest thet instead of the recommendatlion
contained in the last 5 lines on pege l6##you would
strongly urge thet we be immedlstely supplied with the
following items which would not require much shipping
spacet

(a) 150 - 37 m.m. anti-tank guna M.3. complete
with spare parts and 1,000 rounds of
ammunition per gun.

(b) 48 - 75 m.m. guns complete with instruments
and 1,000 rcunds of ammunition per gun.

(e) 1850 - Bl m.m. Mortars complete with instru-
ments and 1,000 rounds of smmunition per
gun,

(d) 400 - 60 m.m. Mortars complete with instru-
ments and 1,000 rounds of emmuniticn per
gun.

(e) 100 = 37 m.m, Anti-Alireraft Mobile Guns com-
plete with instruments, spare pertes and
5,000 rounds of ammunition per gun,

(f) 2000 Thompson sub-machine
n
rounds of tnmunition.gu st

» 'Um ®
] ] ro d. E‘ am
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fpart from ilts effect on morale this material which
we are at present capable of hendling, would considerably
strengthen our defence position. I am not including
light sutomatics for the resson that we have & number
of Bren guns in service and to introduce an automatic
of another calibre would complicate ammunition supply.
Besides we have a large number on order with the British
Wer Office which we hope will be released.

Whilst not desiring to make any comment on the
politicel aspects of your memorandum, I do feel that
cn page l4+##dwhere certaln political factors are re-
ferred to, the fundamentsal factor underlying the
politicel situation in this country, that 1ia partiticn,
might be mentioned,

1 cennot sey how much T appreclate your personal
interest in the Aroay and 1its problems. Ko less do I
appreciate the privilege of seelng your memorendum.
if I cen be of 8ny asslstance to you in your efforts
on our behslf kindly let me know. I take this oppor-
tunity of assuring you that the equipment which I am
8sklng tc have relessed immediately cen be manned on
delivery be existing Units,

I remain,
My dear Minister,
Yours very sincerely,

(Sgnd) D. McEENNA

His Excellency,
iir., David Gray,
United States Legation,
Phoenix Park,
D‘I.'I.hlint

#5ee page 9 (e) of Enclosure No. 1, which 1s revision
: of Memorandum handed to Lt. Gen. McKenna.
Lo page 13, lest full Paragraph
B ' page 11, 12, ete,



Enclosure Ho, E to Despatch Mo, 317, dated March 21, 1942,
and

AMERICAN LEGATION
OFFICE OF THE MILITARY ATTACHE
DUBLIN, IRELAND,

March 9, 1942,

The Honorable David Gray,

American Minlster,

Dublin,
8ir:

Pursuant to your regquest I enclose an estimate I
have prepared on the German threat to Ireland and the
strength necessary to meet it, As I told you, the
estlmate 18 purely my own opinion and in no sense
represents the vliews of the War Department, I should
not have ventured upon such a subject except for the
fact that I am your only available military adviser,
and I felt you were entltled to my oplnion, for what
it may be worth,

Respectfully yours,
(Sgnd) JOHN REYNOLDS

Lieut. Colonel, @, 3, 0O,
Military Attache.



Enclosure No, 5 to Despateh No, 317, dated March 21, 1942,
rl atlon, Dublin d,

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dublin, March 11, 1942,

My dear Colonel Reynolds,

I acknowledge recelpt of your letter of March
9, 1942, and the text of your paper entitled "The
German threat to Ireland and the strength necessary
to meet 1t" which you have very kindly prepared at
my request,

I have read thls paper very carefully and wish
officlally to congratulate you on the broad and
lmaginative comprehension wlth which you have en-
vieaged the situation and the palnstakling competence
with which you have worked out so much valuable de-
tall,

I am in entire accord with your conclusions,
If a fortunate trend of events averts from thie
country the threat whlich we both belleve to be
menacing it, we shall have taken only the course
that reasonable prudence dictates, If, on the
other hand, our apprehensions are borne out by
subsegquent events, we eghall have done our duty in
endeavoring to forecast a most dangerous sltuatlon
and ealling it to the attentlon of our superiors.

I intend at an early date to forwvard your report
to the Secretary of State and request you to forward
a copy of it to the Secretary of War with a copy of
thls letter.

Yours sincerely,

{8gnd) DAVID GRAY

Lt., Col. John Reynolda,
Military Attache,
American Legation,
Dublin, Ireland,



FERMOY

APPENDIX A

List of!

l. Alirdromes.
2, Beaplane 8tations and Landini Grounds.
3. B8ites Reported Bultable for Alroraft.

(Unleses otherwliese stated, map references are to Ordnance
Survey Map, 1/2 inch equals 1 mile.)

County CORK

Fositioni- 529 0a' po" North 689 17' oo!
Weat

Location:- One mile North West of FERMOY,

Runwaya:i- North to South 700 Yards,

East to Weet 800 Yards,
Burface 1s of grazed grass.
Hangers:- There are three hangers, but
it is not known whether they
are in use. Each would house
three Ansons or similar air-
graft and are of a type used
by the R.A.F. as semi-portable.
Obatruction:= A barbed wire fence runs aocroas
the aercdrome, separating the
golf links to the South and
the part restricted to the use
of the Alr Corps to the North,
Nearest Roads:- Maln road from FERMOY to
MITCHELSTOWN runs along the East
alde of landing area, a miner
road, branching North West from
the above mentioned road, runs
along North East side of landing
area
Nearest Railway:-FERMOY railway station 1s 300
arde South. Branech line from
CY to MITCHELSTOWN runs along
West side of Landing area,
Nearest Town:- FERMOY, one mile South East
MITCHELSTOWN, eight miles North.

Remarks: - We have two plans of thls asro-
drome. Thise is an Air Corps
Aerodrome.

County DUBLIN

Posltlon:- 530 18" North 08° 27' West,

Location:- Immediately Bouth West of BALDONNEL,

2 miles South West of CLONDALKIN

8 miles West South West of DUBLIN,
Runways:- None. The General dimenslona

are:- North to Bouth 1,050 yards,

Horth Emst to Bouth Weat 1,080

yarda, East to West B50 yards,

South East to North Weat 775 yards.

Lighting:-

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED

e S )



CABTLE ENOCEK,
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Lighting:-
Refuelling: -

Hangers:-
Radloi=
Obstructioni-

Defencei-

Wearest Roade:-

Includes flood lighting,
obstruction Lights and flarea.
Petrol 77,000 gale. 011 1,600
gale. Aleo 8,000 gale. atored

in 10 gal. drums.

Theres are two 204ft. by 170ft.

by 25ft. high and one 102f%. by
170 ft. by £t. high.

W/T, R/T and Civil D.F, 1 Military
T77 ground etation and two alreraft
sets standing by.

There are no obstructions,

Two 40-mm. Bofors guna, two Rolle
Royce armoured carse and several
M.G. Poste, Ferro concrete
blockhousee (x) number unknown,
under construction.

Adjoins through road which
connects with main road between
NAAB and DUBLIN, and wlth main
road running South from LUCAN.
Numeroue road jJunctions within
one mile of aerodrome.

Nearest Rallway:-Main line railway, South West

Hearest town:-
Remarke:-

Poeition:=
Logation:-

Runwaye:-

Hangars:-

Refuelling:i=

Nearest roads:i-

from DUBLIN to WATERFORD, LIMERICK,
ATHLONE, etoc., Nearest statlon ls
LUCAN, 2 miles North by West.
DUBLIN, B8 miles East North East.
Thies aerodrome belonge to the Alr
Corpe. Plans of thls sercdrome are
held at H.2, B.T.N.I

530 £2-1/2' North. 69 23' West,
Five miles West North Weat of
DUBLIN. Immediately East of the
ﬁrounda of Biswellstown House.

o laid-out runways. Maximum
run East to West B850 yards. All
directlions 550 yards.

Three. One to take D.H.Hoth
unfolded. One about 70 ft. span.
One about BO ft. epan.

1,000 gall. tank, at present empty;
punp dlsmantled.

Secondary road from Phoenix Park
to CLONSILLA runa close to South
glde of asrodrome. A minor road
runs North and S8outh along the
Eapst eilde.

Nearest reflway:-DUBLIN, 5 miles. BLANCHARDSTOWN,

Hearest town:-

1-1/2 miles. CLONSILLA, 2-1/4
milea. BStations on main line
DUBLIN - MAVAN.

DUBLIN, 5 miles East South Eaat.

Private asrodrome owned by
Hon. A.E. Guinness.

COLLINSTOWN .
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Posltion:=

Location:-

Runways:-

Lighting:-

Hangars:-

Radlo:-

Fuel:-
Obetruction:-

Dafence:-

Nearest roada:-

Nearest rallways:

Nearest town:-

Position:-
Location:=

530 25! 4" North. 6° 15!
Weat,
The aerodrome ig 5 3/4 miles
North of DUBLIN on the West
gide of the main DUBLIN-SWORDS
road.
North to South 1,400 yards.
East to Weet 1,400 yards. HNorth
East to South West 1,760 yards.
North West to South East 1,00
arda.
ghting includes four flood-
lighte, boundary lights,
obstruction lights, 111 wind 'T',
and line of contact lights.
Beacon inetalled.
One 300 ft. by 180 ft. by 35 rt.
high. ©One 155 ft. by 120 ft. by
30 ft. high.
W/T, R/T, adecock D. F. and Loren:z
blind landing system. Transmitter
at DUBLIN.
Petrol 9,000 galls. 01l 900 galls.
It is reported that the merodrome
has been obatructed except for
the prevalllng wind runwey. The
method of obatruction is probably
splkes driven inte the ground,
with wagone avallable to cbetruct
the remainder if an attack is
impending.
Two Rolle-Royce armoured cars.
Also five ferro-concrete bloock-
houses (x) one of which contalns
one 12 pdr,
Thie aerodrome is bounded by
roughly a rectangle of roads,
on the West slde of the main
DUBLIN - SWORDS road which forme
the East boundary.
= Main line North from DUBLIN to
DROGHEDA, 3 miles East of aerodrome.
Nearest station is MALAHIDE, 3 1/2
miles East by North.
DUBLIN, 6 3/4 miles South. SWORD3
1 3/4 miles North East.

Thie 18 a civlil aerocdrome.

530 24' North OEC 19' West.

4 1/2 miles Wegt North West of
DUBLIN. 1 1/2 miles West North
Wegt of FINGLAS.

Runwaysi=



RINEANNA,
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Runwaye:- None. The general dimensions
are:- North to South 500 yards.
North East to Bouth West 475
yarde. East to Weet 350 yardas.
South East to North West 400

ards.

Hangarsi= ere used to be one hangar
B0 ft. by 100 ft. by 48 ft. high.

Obetruction:- The ground ie obstructed by
gtaken.

Nearest roads:- Farm road (1/2 mile long) leading
to main road to DUBLIN.

Neareast Railways:-Main line rallway, West from
DUBLIN to MULLINGAR, ATHLONE,
eto, 2 mlles South of mercdrome.
Nearest station is ASHTOWN, 2
mlles South by West.

Neareat town!- gUE%IH, 4 1/2 miles South South

aat.

This ig a dleused eclvil aercdrome.
c ty LIMERIC

Position:- 529 41' North 089 55' West.

Location:- 14 1/2 miles West by North of
LIMERICE on the headland known
as KNOCKBEAGH POINT.

Runways:- Four grass runweye thus: One -
1,750 yards by 200 yards. One -
1,717 yards by 400 yards. One -
1,760 yards by 200 yarda. One -
1,783 yarde by 200 yards. Con-
crete runway under conetruction
25th Beptember, 1840.

Fuel:- Petrol 36,000 galls. O1l1 not
known.
Obhetruction:- Two thirds obatructed by stakes.

The remaining one-third by G.S.
wagons and timber.

Defence:- Ground defence by Alr Corps
personnel with machine guns and
two Rolls-Royce armoured cars,
seven ferro-concrete blockhouses
(x), one 12 pdr in two of them.
Reenforcemente by moblle columns
in LIMERICK area.

Hangars:- One 200 ft. by 150 ft. by 40 ft.

high,

Radio:- Hfﬁh R/T, D/F stations are at
BALLYGIREEN and URLANMORE,

Nearest roads:- BSpeclal road connecting aerodrome
wlth main road to L ICK,

Nearest rallway:!:-Railway line from LIMERICK to
ENNIB etc. 6 miles Eamat of
aerodrome. MNearest station 1e
CRATHLOW, & miles East.

Hearaast



GORMANSTON

%ggGH CORRIB
np%anu Allghting

Area

SEAP
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Neareset towns!-

Fositlon:-

Location:-

Runwaye:-

Fuel:-
Cbatruction:-

Hangars:-

Lay-outi=
Nearest roadsei-

LIMERICK, 12 miles Eamst
South ENNIS 11 miles Nort
by West,

c MEATH

52° 38' 20" North 6° 12!

50" West.

1l mile North of GORMANSTON.

The aercdrome ie in the area
covered by the word IRISHTOWN
at 0 1768 (0.8. 1/2 ineh). It
is bounded on the North by

road eroselng on rallway, on
Bouth by "White" road going
under rallway, and on West by
a road.

North to South 780 yards. East
to West 1,100 yards. MNeorth
Esst to Bouth Weet 960 yards.
SBouth Eaet to North Weet 1,000
yarde.

Petrcl 29,000 galls.

The landing ground is fully
staked. The staking appears
nelther strong nor adequate.
Four hangares all in very bad
gtate of repair. Floore bad,
roofs unsafe, and doors unusable.
They cannot be regarded as of
uee for air stores. Three 200
ft. by 170 ft. ©One 100 rt. by
170 rt. Doore 100 ft. by 25 rt.
S8imilar to BALDONKEL.

Main BALERIGGAN-DROGHEDA road,
one mile West of landing ground.
Traffic from the aerodrome
appears to use the road running
to IRISHTOWN from crose-roada
at 0 166671 (0.8.- 1/2 inch)

Nearest rallway:-Main line Eaat from DUBLIN to

Neareat towni-

BTATIONS

DROGHEDA. Nearest station 1is
GORMANSTON .

BALBRIGCAN, 4 miles South East.
DROGHEDA, 4 miles North West.

Thie is an Alr Corps landing
ground.

D DING G
County GALWAY

Posltion:-
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Fosition:- 5309 31' 30" North 09° 17' West.

Locationi= At North end of Lough ad)acent
to village of CONG.

Runways:- North to South 1500 yards. East
to West 1000 yardas.

Fagllities:!- Flying boat slipway 6 ft. wide,
sultable for A.E. of very large

Bpan oguippad with block and
tackle for hauling up; no cradle,
A marked passage leads into a
sheltered harbour 800 yards by
300 yards providing a good
anchorage in all weathers.
Nearest rosds:- Good roade from CONG to sllpway
and quays. Two third class
roads lead to BALLINROEE and
HE&EFQRD on main GALWAY-CASTLEBAR
road,
Neareat raillway:-Nearest station at BALLINROEE
6 miles North North East, terminus
of eingle track branch line to
c RRIB.
Nearesat towns:- CASTLEBAR--2]1 milees.
BALLINROBE--6 miles.
HEADFORD--9 miles.
GALWAY--23 miles.

%ILLARI BAY
Baa?lnno Alighting

Area
Posltion:- 53° 38' North 10° 00' West.
Locatlion:- Inlet between County MAYD and
County GALWAY.
Runwaysi - There ls a stretch a few miles

long at the landward end of the
bay sulitable for all marine
glreraft. It is very shelterad
and affords good anchorage and
landing in all weathers.

Facilities:- No detalls avallable.

Neareat roade:- At LEENANE. These are falr
roads but there are many narrow
bridges on them. No rallway.

Nearest town:-  LEENANE which ig on the bay

iteelf.
YHAKILL H

E %HF]' ane nliﬁting

area
Position!- 53° 34' North 08° 58' 30" West.
Neareat town:- CLIFDEN, & miles.
Burface:= Water.
Communlcations:- Road,
Dimensions:- Not known.
Remarks:- There ie & good alighting area

and anchorage in this inlet
3/4-mile West of the mouth of
the DAWROS River in position
L 687595 (0.8. 1/2-inch).

Guuntx
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County KILDARE

RRAGH C
Egiﬁﬁlng éround.i Fosltion:- 53° 09' North OE€° 51' West.
Locatlion:- Bounded on South by the

Military Camp, on North by
undulating grase land reaching
to racecourse 1,000 yards
distant!: on East by tarred
road running roughly North and
South from centre of Camp
buildinga.

Runwayai- No laid out runways. Dimensions
of landing area: Eaat to West
550 yards (capable of extenslon
to 800 yardse). North to Bouth
400 yards. B8outh West to North
East 550 yarde. BSouth East to
North West 550 yarda. Used by
Lyesander aircraft.

Refuelling:- Two moblile pumpa on road on
East side of landing ground.

Defencei- Two 12-pdr. guna.

Nearest roads:- Arterial road between KILDARE
and NEWBRIDGE runs along North
slde of landing area. 1 roada
ad Jacent to Camp are tarmae and
in good conditlon. BSultable for
all traffic.

Neareset rallway:-Maln DUBLIN-CCRK line runs 2
miles North of Camp. Neareast
etation KILDARE 3 1/2 miles West.

Nearest town:- NEWBRIDGE, 3 milea North East.
KILDARE, 3 1/2 miles West.

Remarks!- The racecourse has great
poesibilities for development,
with runs up to 600 yards.
Camouflage of aircraft would be
assisted by the numercus clumps
of gorse bushea scattersd all
over the course. Flan of thils
aerodrome in poasession of
B.T.N.I. (British Troops in
Northern Ireland).

P
!E%%ﬁing Ground) Positlon:- 53° 21' North 06° 29 1/2' West.

Location:- 1 mile Bouth of LEIXLIP in
Westonpark, between the CELBRIDGE-
LUCAN road and the R. LIFFEY,

Runwayai- Maximum runsei:- North to Bouth
700 yards. North Esat to South
Weat 500 yarda. Bounded on
East by main road and surrounded
by trees. Hardly large enough for
service types in view of treea
and would be difficult to extend.

Facilities:- Facllitles, details not available,
In readinesa for use as satellite
aesrodrome to BALDONNEL.

Nearest
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EILOONHY
{ S8eaplane Alighting
Area)
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Nearest roads:-

Adgolnn main road CELBRIDGE-
DUBLIN.

Nearest rallway:-LEIXLIP gtation 3 1/4 miles

Hearest towni-

Position:-
Location:-

Runwayse:-
Fuel:-
Mooringe:-
Landing pler:-

Radio:-
Nearest roads:-

by road. Maln Great Bouthern
Rallv:{ line DUBLIN-MULLINGAR-
ATHLONE .

LEIXLIP, 2 miles North.
LUCAN, 1 1/2 miles East.
CELERIDGE, 2 1/2 miles South West.

County LIMERICK

52° 37' North 09° 06' West.

In eatuary of R. BHANNON, Nerth
East of FOYNES ISLAND and
FOYNES.

Rune of 2 milea in all directlons
availlable in SHANNON estuary.
Three large petroleum atorage
tanks near Jetty.

Two for large flying boats.

At FOYNES.

W/T, R/T and D/F.

Main roads from FOYNES to
LIMERICK, TRALEE, CORK, ete.

Nearest rallway:-Rallway lines from FOYNE3 to

Neareat town:-

Positlon:-
Location:t-

Runwaysi-

Facilitles:-
Nearest Roads:-

LIMERICK, TRALEE, CORE, etc.
LIMERICK, 16 miles East by West.

520 43' North 08° 53' Weat.

In estuary of rivers FERGUS

and SHANNON.

Rune of 2 miles in all directiona
available in FERGUS and SHANNON
estuaries.

No detalls avallable.

Bpecilal road joining RINEANNA
land aercdrome adjoining with
main road to LI ICK. Other
roads conneetl with roads to
Li!EHIGI at YCARRY, CLENAGH,
ete.

Nearest rallway:-Rallway line from LIMERICK to

Nearest town:i-

ENNIS etc. 8 miles East to 4
miles of FERGUS estuary.

Nearest statlons are at CRATLOE,
8 miles East; SIXMILEBRIDGE, 8
miles East by North; QUIN, 8
miles North East; and CLARE
CASTLE, 6 miles North.
ENNIS, 9 miles North.
14 miles East by South.

LIMERICK,

Thie 18 & oivil geaplane
alighting area.

I HA
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Esguplnnn Station) Positloni- 629 42' North 08° 55' West.

Locatloni= In estuary of H, SHANNON

adj)acent to RINEANNA aerodrome
immediately West of ENOCKBEAGH

POINT.

Hangarasi- Contracts for construction of
hangars, slipway, eto. were to
have been placed in May, 1940.

Runways!- Runs of 2 miles in all directions
available in SHANNON and FERGUS
eatuarliea.

Radio:- w/?, R/T and D/F.

Nearest roads:- Sggcial road joining SHANNON
(RINEANNA) land aerodrome with
main road to LIMERICK, Many
quaye with local roads con-
nected to LIMERICKE on South
8ide of R. SHANNON.

Nearest Rallway:-Rallway line, from LIMERICK to
ENNIS ete., 6 miles East of
seaplane station. Nearest
station i1s CRATLOE, 6 miles
East.

Neareat towns:- LIMERICE, 12 miles East by
South. ENNIS, 11 miles North

by West.
BITES REPORTED SUITAELE FOR USE BY ATRCRAFT
[ ty CLARE
ERNIB Foeltion:- 529 49 1/2' North 08° 58 1/2¢

West.

Nearest town:-  CLARECASTLE, 3/4 miles. ENNIS,
2 milea.

Surfaoce!- Grass.

Communlcations:- Road and Rail.

Dimensions!- 400 yards in three directlions.

Remarka:- A triangular field 2 miles

South Eamet of town giving 400
yarde in three directlons.
Boundaries are etone walls 4-6
ft. high. Extensions might be

posaible.
County CORK
NCOLLI Posltion:- 51° 53" North 08° 35' West.
Nearest town:- CORK.
Surfaces!- Grazed grassland.
Communications:- Rosd and Hall.
Dimensionai= North to South 300 yards. East

to Weat 800 yards. North East

to Bouth West 400 yards. North

West to South Eaat 400 yards.

Capable of exteneion to give

1 yards run East to West.
Obstruction:-  BShallow and ineffective ditches.
Remarks:- A one-way site only.

BALLINCOLLIG 2
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Positlon:-

Nearest towni-
Burface!-
Communicationa:-
Dimensiona:-

Remarksi-

Poeitlon:-
Nearest towni-
Burface:-
Communicationa:-
Dimenslona:-

Obstruction:-
Remarks:-

Posltion:-
Nearest town:-
Burface:-
Communicationa:-
Dimeneions!-

Remarke:-

Poslition:-
Neareat towni-
SBurface:-
Communlcations:=

Dimensionat-

Poeltion:-
Nearest towni-

51° 52' 30" North 08° 35!
Weat.

CORK.

Grass.

Road and Raill,

East to West 800-1,000 yardse.
North to Bouth 300 yards.
Bituated 5 miles West of CORK
3/4 mile South of EALLIHUOLLI&
"a" and Jjust SBouth of the
rallway. The site le on a
long ridge with the ground
8loping away in the Nerth

and Bouth sides, and is open
and unobstructed. The pre-
valling wind blows from West
to Eaet.

519 53' North 08° 18! West.
COBH (QUEENSTOWN).

Grass.

Road and Rail.

Rons: East to Weat 700 yards.
North to South 300 yards.
Extensively staked.

Has been ueed as landing
ground by Cobham's Cirocus.

51¢ 52' North 0B® 10' West.
KILKENNY, 2 1/2 miles.

Grass.

Road and Rall.

North to South 400 yarde,

East to West 700 yardes.

A fleld on high ground 1 1/2
milea West of CLEIHE. There 1a
a runway of about 400 yards
from North East to Bouth West
with a coneiderable slope at
elther end. There ls a stone
wall cattle enclosure within
the fleld and odd boulders are
atrewn about.

-

519 51' 45" North 080 05' West.
CLOYNE, 1 1/4 miles.

Grass, on light olay. Area
slopes very slightly North.
Road only, nearest rallway at
MIDLETON, 6 miles North West.
North to Bouth 1,100 yardas,
East to West 950 yards, North
West to Bouth East 1,350 yards,
Korth East to South Weat 900
Jl!‘d.l-

51° 33' North 09° 14' West.
SKIBBEREEN .

Surface:-
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Surfacei- Grass.

Communications:- Road and Rail.

Dimensionai- North to Bouth 500 yards.

Remarks:- Between rosd and rallway,
Just North of town. A long
and narrow fleld, running
North and Bouth. Only it
for use in that diresestion.
Has been used for Avro's.

WHITEGATE BAY Posltion:- 519 50" North 08° 14' Weat.

Neareat town!- CLOYNE.

Burface:- Sheltered water.

Communications:- Road.

Dimensionse:- S8mall bay.

Remarks:- Eneclosed bay approximately
3/4 mile acroes, affording
complete shelter. Eastern
glde of CORE harbour. &
milea South Weet of CLOYNE,

County DUBLIN

DUBLIN (LECPARDSTOWN) Position:- 539 16' Nerth 062 11 1/2' West.

Hearest towni- KINGSTOWN, 3 miles.

Burface!- Graes.

Communications:- Road and Rail.

Remarka:- (a) Racecourse. The ground
8lopes away in all directions
from North West corner. Longest
run approxlmately 1,000 yards
North North Weat to South South
Eagt on West side of courese.
Ground on East slde probably
goft and unserviceable in wet
weather. Hemoval of barrieras,
hedges, trees eto., and ground
levelling necessary before glte
could be used for modern alrecraft.
(b) There is also a small field
ad Joining the racecourae eloping
8lightly towards the Scuth East.
Maximum dimensions in a North
Weat - South East direction.
Surrounded by low hedges. This
has been used satisfactorily
by & D.H. "Rapide". (Dimensions!
North Weet - South East 400
yarda, North East - South Weet
250 yards).

DUBLIN (PHOENIX PARK) Posltion:- 53° 21 1/2' North 06° 20' West.

Nearegt town:-  DUBLIN.

Surface:- Grase.

Communications:- Road and Rall.

Defence:- Two 12-pdr. guns.

Dimensions:- North East to South West,
1,500 yarde. North West to
South East 700 yarde.

Remarka:-
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Remarks:-

Poeslitlion:i=
Neareat towni-
Burfase:-
Communicationa:=-
Dimensiona:-
Remarks!-

Poasitloni-
Hearsat town:-
Burface:=
Communicatione:!-
Remarks:-

Poeltion:-
Hearest towni-
Burface:-
Communicationa:-
Dimensiong:-
Remarks:-

Foeition:=-
Nearest towni-
Surface:-
Communications:-
Dimenslone:-

Cbatructionai=
Remarke:-

Posltion:-
Nearest towni-

A ready masde landing ground
with ample room for further
development. At present

532 20' North 080 12' Weet.
DUELIN.

Sand.

Road and Rail.

North West to South East 3 miles.
Beach, eiltuated juet Bouth of
mouth of R. L » Good hard
gand at low water.

539 25! North 0E° Q7' West.
DUBLIN.

Sand,

Road.

A fine stretch of sand on the
coast 7 1/2 miles North East
of DUBLIN and 3 miles North

West of HOWTH, At present
obstructed.

c GAL

530 34' North 08° 58' 30" West.
CLIFDEN, 6 miles.

Water.

Road.

Not known.

There is a good alightling area
and anchorage in this inlet
3/4-mile West of the mouth of
the DAWROS River in positlon

L 687595 (0.8. 1/2-ineh).

53° 17' North 08° E5' West.
GALWAY ,

Grass.

North to South 300 yards. East
to West 760 yarde. HNorth East
to South West 800 yards. North
West to South East 900 yards.

At present obetructed by cratering.
8ituated 6 miles East of GALWAY.
500 yarde North East of CRANMCRE
Rallway S8tation. Approacheas
fair, but telephone wires on
West and South eldes. No flylng
when wind is between North East
and Bouth East or North West and
Bouth West.

530 20 1/2' North OB° 48' West.
TUAM, 1 1/2 miles.

Surface!-
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Burface:=
Communicatlonai-
Remarkse:-

Fosition:=
Neareat towni-
Burfage:-
Communicatlione:-
Dimenslone:-
Remarks:-

Fosltlon:-
Hearest town:-
Burface:-
Communications:-
Dimenelona:-

Remarks:-

Foeltion:=

Nearest towni-
Burface:-
Dimensionsi=
Remarka:-

Posltloni-
Nearest town:-
Surfage:-
Communicationai-
Dimensiona: -

Grass.

Road and HRail.

A racecourse 1 1/2 miles
South East of the town.
large area suitable for
development if the wooden
ragecourse buildinge and
barriers are removed.

County KERRY

§22 pa!' North O8° 58' West.
TRALEE. .
Sand.

Road.

North te Scuth 2 - 3 miles.
Beagh, eltuated on West coast
of INCH PENINSULA, DINGLE BAY,
gtretch of good hard sand
gultable for use within one
hour either eside of low water.
Hearest statlon and towna!-
TRALEE - 18 miles, EILLARNEY
= 24 miles.

520 04! North 099 34' West.
EILLARNEY.

Very ro grass.

Main Road.

North to South 400 yards.
North East to Bouth Weat 850
yards. East to Weat 600 yards.
South East to North Weat 850
yarda.

Bltuated 3 miles West of town
on lake side, Mainly on East
to West site, eurrounded by
trees. Take off to North
impossible. Only sultable
for lightly loaded Dragon or
similar types.

52° 02 1/2' North 09° 28 1/2'
West.

KILLARNEY, 2 miles.

Graso.

600 yards by 500 yards.

A good fleld 2 1/2 milee South
East of the town. Has been
used by D.H. "RAPIDE".

52° 18' 30" North. O08° 41 West.
TRALEE .,

Grase.

Road and Rail,

Korth East to Bouth West BOO -
1,000 yards., North Weast to
South East 500 yards.

Remarks:-
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ATHY
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Remarks:-

Poeltlon:-
Neareast town:-
Communicaticone:-

Dimenslona:-
Remarks:-

Posltion:-
Nearest towni-
Burface:-
Communicationa:=
Dimeneionai-

Remarka:-

Posltion:-
Nearest towni-
Surface:-
Communications:-
Dimensiona:-
Remarks:-

Poelitioni-

Racecourse, eiltuated 2 milea
North East of TRALEE in open
country. Sultable for all
types of alreraft. MNOTE:-

All the country in the
nelghborhood of TRALEE is open.
There are many large fields of
20 - 30 acres with good grase
surfaces. Fleld boundaries
eonsiet of etone walls.

519 55' North 10° 18' West.
CAHIRCLVEEN.

Water to Knighte Town, where
there 18 rall and ron&.
Maximum run 400 yards.
Landing ground on East side
of 1sl somewhere near
EILEEG., Believed used by
Western Alrways. BSurface,
not known.

County KILDARE

§2° 58! North 079 00' West.
ATHY ,

Grass.

Road and HRall.

North to South 350 yards.

North East to South West 450
yards, East to West 300

yards. Bouth East to North

West 450 yards.

3 miles Bouth Weet of town

on the maln road. Eurruunﬁed

by trees. Oround slopes
8lightly to North East and

there are a few ridges. Bultable
Tfor light aireraft. There are
other flelde in the neighbour-
hood, but those on the North

of town have telegraph wires
along the Western side and would
be dangeroua.

53° 16' North 06° 34' Weat.
NAAS.
Grass.

Main Road.

Maximum run exceeds 500 yards.

5§ miles North East of NAAS,

on North side of main NAAS -
DUBLIN road. Very large fleld
reported suitable for all types.
At one time marked with a eirele
and name.

County KILKENNY

5§29 41 1/2' North 070 14 1/2'
Went.

Nearest
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Neareat town!-
Burface!-
Communicatione:-
Dimenslcns: -
Remarks!-

MARYBOROUGH Position:-

Hearest town!-
Surface: -
Communicationa:-
Dimensiona:-
Remarke:-

ADARE Pogltioni-
Nearest towni-

Surface:-

Communicationei=-
Remarks:-

LIMERICE 1 (Roche Castle)

Posltion:-

Nearegt town!-
Burface:-

Communicatlons:-
Dimensions:-

Remarks:-

KILKENNY, 2 1/2 miles.

Grase.

Road and Rall,

450 yards by 450 yards.

A good square field 2 1/2
miles North of town surrocunded
by low hedges. BSulitable for
extenelon.

County LEIX

53° 03' North 07° 16 1/2' West.
MARYBOROUGH, 1 1/2 miles.
Grass.

550. yards by 300 yards.

A good rield 1 1/2 miles North
East of town. Close to a
rallway line. Maximum dimenslons
North-B8outh. No obsetructions
on approaches from the North.
Trees 80 ft. high 250 yards
from North boundary.

County LIMERICK

529 33' North 0B° 50' West.
ADARE, 1 1/2 miles.

Flat grases flelde on light loam
goil.

Road.

A number of falr slzed filelds

1 1/2 miles South West of ADARE,
Bouth of the road to RATHEEALE,
At present divided by hedges

and walls. Landing ground could
be constructed giving 1,000
yarde run in three directions
without obetructione. Detalled
Anformation available.

529 37! 45" North 08° 39! 28"
Weat.

LIMERICE, 2 1/2 miles.

Close crngpcd grase, sloping
lliﬁhtlr outh East.

Road and Rall,

North North West - 8cuth South
Eagt 400 yards. East North

East - West Bouth West 900 yards.
S8ituated on the estate of ROCHE
CASTLE 2 miles SBouth West of
LIMERICE. Ground elopes gently
to South East. BSultable for
extension to give a landing area
800 yards by 900 yards. Accom-
modation and garasge available in
nelghbourhood. -

LIMERICK 2
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Poeltion:-

Hearest town:-
Surface!-

Communicatione: -
Dimensionsi-

Remarks:-

Fosltioni-

Neareat towni-
Burfage:-
Communications:-
Dimenslons:-
Remarke:-

Posltion:-
Nearest towni-
Burface:-
Communications:-
Dimensions: -
Remarkas:-

Fosltion:-
Neareat town!-
Burface:-
Communicationa:-
Dimensions:-

Remarks:-

Position:-
Hearest town:!-
Surfacei=
Hangars:i-

520 39! 45" Morth 089 33! 40"
West.

LIMERICE, 2 1/2 miles.

Good grass, sloping elightly

to Bouth.

Road.

Rune:- North West - Bouth East
700 yards by 200 yarde. North
Eaat - South West 500 yards by
200 yarde.

Golf course, formerly a race-
course. Situated 2 1/2 miles
East of LIMERICK, and Bouth

of main road to NEWFORT!: bounded
on East by minor road. The rune
are falrways on the golf course.
Buitable for LYSANDEHS.

520 27' 30" North 09° o02' 30"
West.

NEWCASTLE WEST, 3/4 mile.
Pasture.

Road and HRail.

North - South 80C yards.

A glte formerly used by Cobham's
Air Circus eltuated 3/4 mile
North East of NEWCASTLE WEST.
SBuitable for extension to glve
rune of B0O0 yarde in three
directions. ' Approaches good.
De d 4 t

-

County LOUTH

B39 42' North 069 17 1/2' West.
DROGHEDA, 2 1/2 miles.

Grass.

Road and Rall.

450 yards by 450 yards.

A good square field 2 1/2 miles
S8outh East of the town, bounded
by low hedges. Sultable for
deavelopment .

54° 01' North 06° £2' West.
DUNDALE.

Grass.

Road and Rall.

North to 8outh 450 yards, East
to West 250 yarda.

Racecourse. Hae been used by
light alrcraft, but 1ie not a
good landing ground.

County MAYO

530 3a' North 08° 13' Wegt.
BALLINROBE,
Graes, uneven.

One, to take Moth unfolded.

Communicationa:-



BALLYBOY HOUSE

CLOONBARR

AVAN

HOUSE
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Communications:- Road and Rail.

Dimenslonsg!-
Remarks:-

Poeitlion:-
Nearest towni-
Surfacei=
Communicationai-
Dimensions:-
Hemarks:-

Posltloni-
Hearest towni-
Burface:-
Communicationa:-
Dimenslona: -
Remarks:-

Posltion:-
Neareat town:-
Burface:-
Communications:-
Dimenslona: -
Remarke:-

Posltioni-
Hearest towni-
Burface!-=
Communleationse:-
Dimensionai-
Remarka:=

Foeltlon:-
Nearest town:-

Runway exceeds 500 yards.
Raceoourge. High trees at
one end but ground probably
sultable for light service
t-n"t

County MEATH

E3° 38' Morth 06° 53' West.
ATHBOY .

Grase.

Main Rosd.

Runway excesds 500 yards.

2 miles North East of ATHBOY.
About five flelde here, possible
for use by light aireraft.

53° 35' North 06° 54' West.
ATHBOY .

Grass.

Road.

Maximum runway 400 yarda.

1 mile West of main road ATHBOY
to TRIM. 3 miles South of ATHBOY
and 4 miles North West of TRIM.

A tralning ground for racehorses.
Poasslble for light alrcraft.

53° 42' North 0B° 46' West.
HAVAN,

Grasa.

Road and Rail.

660 yards by 560 yards.

There is & very good field

on the main road between EELLS
and NAVAN about half way between
these two towne ocloee to the road.
Approx. 550 yards square and from
the nature of the surrounding
terrain it appeare sultable for
development.

County SLIGO
54° 18' Morth 08° 29' Weet.
8LI

Grass.

Road and Rail.

450 yards by 450 yards.

Good square field. 1 mile North
Weet of the town of SLIGO, bounded
by low hedges and sultable for
extenaionsa.

County TIPPERARY
2% 28' 30" North 079 41' West.
FETHARD

Surface:-



ARDYORE

ATHLONE 1
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Burfaoce!-
Communications:-
Dimensionai=
Remarks:-

Positioni-
Nearest towni-
Burfaoei-
Communicationai-
Dimenslons:-
Hemarks:-

Posltion:-
Nearest town:i-
Burface:-
Communlcationai-
Dimenslona:t -
Remarksa:-

Fosltion:-
Hearest town:i-
Surface:-
Communicatione:-
Dimenslona:-

Remarks:-

Posltloni-

Hearest towni-
Burface:-
Communlcatliona:-
Dimensione:-
Remarks:-

Grass.

Road and Rall.

Not known.

Approximately 2 miles South
of town, big field eloping
slightly. Very high trees at
one end, Posslble for use by
light aireraft.

County WATERFORD

510 58' North 079 44' West.
YOUGHAL .

Gress.

Bye-road.

Kot known.

About 2 miles North of ARDMORE,
and one mlle West of CURRAGH.
Landing ground is not good, but
gould be made suitable for light
gervice typea.

E1¢ 58' North 070 43' Weet.

YOUGHAL.

Water.

Mot known.

Hot known.

Bay approximately 1 mile from
POINT and ARDMCRE HEAD.

Sheltered from the North, South

and West.

520 10! North 07° 08' Weat.
TRAMORE, 1 mile.

Grass, sloping gradually East.
Road and Rall.

Morth to South 900 yards
maximum. East to West 1,500
yards.

Large fleld 151;% immediately
East of the T HE - WATERFORD
Hy. and one mlle East of the
town. Approaches from the North
and West over moderately high
ground. Detalled information
and plan avallable.

County WESTMEATH

530 24 1/2 North 07° 56 1/2'
Weat.

ATHLONE, 1 1/2 miles.

Grass.

Road and Rall.

g00 yards by 400 yards.

A very excellent field 1 1/2
miles South of town on right
bank of R, BHANNON. Open on
all sides but owlng to proximity

to the river flooding might occur.
ATHLONE 2
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JOHNBTO

MORTH BLO
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Posltioni-
¥eareat towni=
Surfacei-
Communications:-
Dimenslona: -
Remarks:-

Foeltioni-
Nearaat town:-
Burfacei-

Copmunlcationsi-
Dimensionai-

Remarks:-

Position:=
Heareat towni-
Burfacei-
Communications:-
Dimenslone:-=
Remarks:-

Poeltloni-
Hearest towni-
Surfacel-
Communleationai-
Remarka:-

53° 25! North O7° 654' West.
ATHLONE, 1 mile.

Grass.

Rﬂlﬂ and Rail.

Kot known.

Fleld used by Cobham Air Clreus,
1 mile East of ATHLCNE on North
side of main road to MOATE.
Bultable for Lysanders or
gimilar sireraft only. Posalbly
goft ground in Winter.
extensively staked

County WEXFORD

520 35' North 060 32! 30" West.
FERNS. 2 miles.
Ologe cropped grass on light
sandy soil.
Read.
Maximum run Esst to Weat 800
yards, by 500 yards (max) .
SBeveral flat filelds 2 mlles West
by South of FERNS 1yl Bouth of
gsecondary road to CARNEY .
Removal of hedges would provide
an area large enough for fighter
giroraft. cal accommodation
limited.

v

529 17' North 08° 30! Weet.
WEXFORD, 3 1/2 miles.
Grase, undulating.
Road.
Not known.
3 1/2 miles South West of
WEXFORD on South Weet side of
road to MURNTOWN. A north-east -
South West site. A wire fence
1ies across the runway. Approaches
sould be improved by remov of
treee.
. ag peen used by a

onoepar and would be sultable

for a detached flight of Lysanders
or slmilar alreraft, possibly for

a squadron in emMeTEENcCY. 3
Lady M. ritz%;ralﬁ. Tolu;ﬁona
Ho. Wexford o

\id .

520 22' North 08° 24' West.
WEXFORD, 4 miles.

GFrass.

Cart track only.

Reclaimed grass land area known
as the SLOE itmmediately North

af WEXFORD HARBOUR and surrounded
bty a oreek. The land 1g divided

up



NEWIONBARRY HOUSE

ROBEGARLAND

SHILLELAGH
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Position:-
Nearest town:-
Surface:-

Communicatlions:-
DMmensions:-

Remarks:-

Posltlon:-
Nearest towni-
Burfacei-

Communicatlone:-

Dimensiona:-

Remarka:-

Posltioni-
Nearest town:-
Burfacei-

Communicationat-
Dimensiona:=-
Remarka:-

up by dykea. BSome of the
flelde reputed large ano

to operate fighter alroraft
under summer oconditions. After
October the area becomes a
quagmire.

520 40' North 06° 40' West.
NEWTONBARRY, 1/2 mile.
Bhort cropped graes, light eoll,
8loping moderately North East.
Road.
Rune: North-South 1,000 by
100 yards. North East-South
Weast 1,000 X 100 yards. North
North West-Scuth Bouth East
1,000 yards X 100 yarde. East-
Wegt 800 yards.
& park of about 113 sores 1/2
mile North West of NEWTONBARRY .
The perimeter is wooded. Bultable
for Lysanders; poor for fighters
owlng to slope. Ample local
accommodation. Telephone:
Newtonbarry 4. D d -
Vi .

52° 17' North 06° 45' Weast.

WELLINGTON BRIDGE. 1 1/2 miles.

Grags. Light esoll remaining

hard doring winter months.

Rail: WELLINGTON BRIDGE atation.

Road: 2nd and 3rd clase roads to

alte.

North to Bouth 800 yards. East

to West 400 yards (maximum).

8ltuated at a cross roads 1 mile

North of WELLINGTON BRIDGE in

the Eatate of ROSEGARLAND HOUSE.

A large fleld in South West sector

of the orose roads, capable of

extenslon. Has been uped by a

Monospar. Agcommodation: adequate

accommodation avallable 1n the

nelghbourhood. I

T i At Wellington Brildge.
: « Lelgh, esq. i

County WICKLOW

52° 45' North 08° 31 1/2' West.
SHILLELAGH, 1/4 mile.

Grass, poeslbly llable to
flooding.

Hot known.

A field in Bouth East sector of
"T" road junction 1/4 mile East

of
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of SHILLELAGH; 1ies in a
hollow bounded by high ground
on North, East and West sides.
SBuitable for Lysanders; for
fighters only with a South
wind,

GREATER SALTEE ISLAND Position:- 52° 07 1/2' North 06° 36 1/2!

"lit!

Neareet town:-  KILMORE QUAY on mainland,

Surface:- Grass.

Communications:- Nearest port KILMOHE QUAY.
Nearest rallway station
ERIDGETOWN G.S. & W. Railway,

4 mlles.
Dimensions:- North East-South West 500 yards.
Remarks:- A field on the North side of the

island. The longest diagonal
run approximately 500 yards in
a North East - Bouth West
direction. Low boundaries on
all eides. Has been used,by
Alr Speed Ferry and Avro Tutor.



APPREEDIZX "B"

THE SEAPORTS OF EIRE

EALTIMORE HARBOUR Lat. 51° 27' N. Long. 99 16' W.

Shallov but affords secure anchorage for a large
number of vessels under 10 feet draught and sufficient
shelter just within the entrance for a few vessels draw-
ing up to 24 feet, Depth at entrance 60 feet; at guays
6 feet at L.W. and about 18 feet at H.W.

Quays:- 0ld Pler about 230 feet long.
New Fler length unkmown, HRaillway connected
to discharging berth on latter.

Rise of Tide:- Springs 10 feet,
Neap 9 feet.

BANTRY BAY Lat. 51° 40' N. Long. 99 45' W,

21 miles long by 4 to 6 miles wide. Easy of access,
Depth at entrance 36 feet but exposed to westerly winds.
Formerly used as a fleet anchorage, it affords security
to the largest vessels. Landing difficult, Harbours in-
g%#;,u BANTRY, GLENGARIFF, EEREHAVEN, ADRIGOLE, and CASTLE-

BANTRY HARBOUR

Secure and well sheltered for large ships, Depth at
entrance 36 feet, at head of pler 26 feet and at berths
15 feet average S5.T. It has two plers, one at the ter-
minus of the railway.

Rise of Tide:- Springs 12 feet,
Neap 10 feet,

BEREHAVEN

Excellent harbour. Shelter for all classes of ves-
sel against all weathers; spacious and easy of acceas,
Ho rallway within 30 miles.

Quays:- Negligible.

Rise of Tide:- Springs 10 feet.
Neap 8 feet.

BLACKSOD BAY Lat. 549 O04' N, Lomg. 10° 19' W.

-

Large bay, easy of access., Secure anchorage for a
large number of vessels, but vessels of deep draught can
lie only near ARDELLY POINT on the west coast of the
north limb of the bay,

South end.
Difficult entry.
No quay facilities.
Rallwvay terminus at ACHILI SOUND
VILLAGE nearby.

Rorth
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North end., BELMULLET.

Very difficult entry.

Quays:- 240 feet, for vessels up to
10 feet draught.

This area was regularly used by the
fleet,

No rallvay for 40 miles.

BELACKSOD FOINT.

Pier 225 feet x %6 feet. Depth along-
side 10-12 feet at high water,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 10 feet.
Neap T feet.

BRANDON BAY Lat. 52° 15' K. Long. 10° 15' W,

Not safe in certaln winds nor with any appearance of
bad weather. Completely exposed to the N.W.

Small railway 6 miles away, A small pler with storm
wall.

Rise of Tide:- Epring 12 feet.
Neap 9 feet.

CAHIRCIVEEN Lat. 51° 58' N. Long. 10° 20' W.

One pler protected from the West by breakwater. EBerths
for three steamers of from 800 to 1,000 tons each and six
salling vessels of from 200 to 300 tons sach. Approachable
at all times of tide,

Depth 12 feet L.W, and 26 feet on bar at H.W. At quay
about 6 feet at L.W. Rallway communication.

CARLINGFORD LOUGH Lat, 54° 01' N. Long. 62 05' W.

Secure anchorage for vessels up to 2,000 tons, draw-
ing 24 feet. The entrance is dangerous, especially at
L.W, and above EILLOWEN the Lough is very shallow. It
ia connected with LOUGH NEAGH by NEWRY CANAL,

Harbours include CARLINGFORD and GREENCRE.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 15 feet.
Neap 12 feet.

CARLINGFORD Lat. 54° 03' N, Long. 6° 11' W,

A small tidal harbour enclosed by twe plers, the new
one sheltering from all winds. Depth 10-15 feet H.W.2.T.
Dry at L.W.8,T. Depth at entrance H.W.S.T. 15 feet, the
width be 600 feet, Depth along quay 15-11 feet. At
nev guay 18 feet. Vessels up tongEO tons use the peort.

CASTLETOWN Lat, 51° 41' N, Long. 9° 54' W,
Anchorage and pier in BANTRY BAY, 16 feet at end of
pler at H.W. Depth at entrance 15 feet. Vessels of 400

tons lie here. Depth alongside pler 1% feet H.W.S.T,
9 feet H.W.N.T. Pler sccommodation inadequate, 5

CLEGGAN
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CLEGGAN BAY Lat.53° 34' N, Long. 10° O7' W,

Tolerable shelter for small vessels, Harbour where
small craft might 1ie aground, Quay but no port facili-
tles.,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 9 feet.

CLEW BAY Lat., 53° 46' N, Long. 10° pO' W,

A spacious inlet with moderate depths and easy of
access, The head of the bay is studded with a very large
number of islete, Vessels up to 24 feet draught can
anchor between INISHOORT and INISHGREE in a depth of
28 feet., Harbours include NEWPORT, WESTPORT and INISH-
GREE.

CLIFDEN BAY Lat. 53° 30' N. Long. 10° 11' W.

Difficult entrance over bar but affords good an-
chorage for small craft, Depth at H.W.5.T. 12 feet.
H.W.H.T. T feet. Dry at low water.

Cne pler, depth alongside piler 10 feet M.W.S.T.
Sometimes vessels of 100-200 tons load and discharge at
pler, Vessels of 800 tons have discharged in bay. Vir-
tually no port facilities but railway in town,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 9 feet.

CORKE Llat. 512 &7t 33" §, Long. 8° 15' 14" W,
(Including QUEENSTOWN and PASSAGE)

Harbour provides ample anchorage for a great number
of large vessels in all weathers and 1s easy of access
day and night.

Depth at entrance 42 feet L.W. In river, Spring
29 feet, Neaps 26 feet at H.W. Alongside the wharves
there are 20-30 feet at L.W. Vessels of 27 fest draught
have discharged at the CORE deep-water quays, lying
afloat at all states of the tide, Longest Trans-Atlantic
liners can enter and leave at all states of the tide.

Depths at quays as follows:-
Length Depth
North Deep-Water and Fenrose

Quays 1,680 24' L.8.W.
Andersons and North Custom's

House Quays 1,270 R

South Deep-Water Quay 660" 26!

South Jetties 1,200 300
Albert Quay ggor  2i

South Custom's House and

Lapp's Quays g70' 200
Penrcse and Patrick's Quays 1,680' 16!

Other Quays 5,300 R=T1

Depths
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Length Depth

Deptha at QUEENSTOWN Quays:-
Deep-Water Quay at Rallway

Station 6001 241
Ballast and Coal Quay 2901 1T

Depth of

Length Width

Haulbowline Dock 608t 92 1/2¢ 32 1/2¢
Rushbrooke Dock 580'  7O! 29!
Victoria Docks, Passage West 370! 60! 161
Albert Docks, Passage West 3300 551 181

The river here 1s navigable for shipe of the largest
elass for about 2 1/2 miles above HAULBOWLINE to PASSAGE
WEST, whence the river channel to CORK 1s 5 1/4 miles
long by 360'-300' wide with 16 feet depth at L.W.2.T.

The port has sheer legs to 1ift 40 tons:; hand cranes
of 3 and 2 tons; two 1 1/2 ton cranes at HAULBOWLINE;
electriec transporters, 25 tons, 5 and 3 tons. Moat of
the dockes at HAULBOWLINE are now out of commission.

Ample reilway facilities, landing plers or guays
for the use of passenger steamers and other small craft
at BALLINACURRAN, EAST FERRY, AGHADA, CROSSHAVEN, RINGA-
SEIDDY, MONESTOWN and BLACEROCK; boat harbour at QUEENS-
TOWN with breakwater for shelter and accommodation for
small boats.

Rise of Tide:- BSpring 13 feet.
Neap 10 fesat,

CROSSHAVEN Lat. 512 30' N. Long. 9° 40t W,

A convenient place for vessels of less than 14 feet
draught. Depth from 18-30 feet at L.W.3.T. in harbour,
dry at L.T. at quays and berths,

Nearest rallway 14 miles.

DROGHEDA Lat. 53° 43' N. Long. 6° 18' W.

Shallov and narrow entry up the RIVER BOYNE. Depth
on bar 6 feet L.W.3.T. Vessels of 17 feet draught have
entered the river and arrived in their berths in the
harbour on the same tide.

Quayage:- 3,000 feet on North side and 1,100 feet
on South side,

Depth at Quay:- Springs 21 feet, Neaps 14 feet,
medium 16 feet. Good warehouse sccommodation. Five
steam cranes, three privately owned 5-ton electric
cranes and two conveyors.

Rai l"-! "

Rise of Tide:- Springs 11 feet.
Neap 9 feet,

DUBLIN Lat. 53° 21' N. Long. 6° 16' W.
Entrance
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Entrance to the harbour formed by the channel of
the river LIFFEY is 1,000 feet wide, Depth on bar at
L.W.5.T. about 20 feet, The river or harbour channel
1s about 7,635 yards long, varying in width from 334-
80 yards. Vessels drawing 30 feet can enter at H.W.
and vessels of 18 feet and under can enter at any
state of the tide,

Depths at Quays as follows:- Length Depth
Alexandra Basin, South and

Weat sides 2,682 24-26' L.W.
Alexandra Basin, North Side 1,316" F21 L.¥.
Alexandra Basin, North 2ide 1000 25" L.W.
Georges Dock, Inner 650! 16-1T7 1/2' L.W.
Georges Dock, Outer 320! 16-1T7 1/2' L.W.
(Width of entrance 31 1/2v)

Spencer Dock gbout 1 mile 1% 1/2-16 1/20
Grand Canal Docks 6,000 18" L.W.

(There are two locks, one

150' x 35' for vessels not

exceeding 148" in length,

the other 120' x 25' for

vessels not exceeding 108')

Harbour Channel, North Side 7,464 B-22' L.W.
Harbour Channel, South Side 5,7281 16-22' L.W,

Cranes:- Ten aslectric up to 4 tons in Alexandra Basin,
on North side of Harbour Channel there is one electric
erans of 100 tons and five up to 4 tons, also three
steam cranes of % tons and eleven hydraullc cranes up
to 20 tons. On South side there are hand cranesup to
4 tons and ten electric cranes up to § tons., Extensive
sheds and tramvays connecting with the railways. Grav-
ing docks available.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12-14 feet.
Heap Q=11 feat.

DUNDALE Lat. 55° 38! 4o" N, Long. 6° 15' W.

Depth on bar 3-4 feet S.T. The largest vessel using
the harbour is 1,100 tons but no vessels can enter at
L.W.5.T. The channel at the town is about 300 feet wide
and vessels lie alongside quays in 15 feet of water at
8.T. Berths at L.W. dry. Length of channel in inner of
harbour sbout 9,000 feet, Numerous quays on south slde
of chamnnel, recently reconstructed with ferro-concrete
from west end, for a distance extending 1,357 feet east-
ward. Patent slipway 400 feet long by 40 feet wide.
Good warehouse accommodaticn and seven steam cranes up
to 10 tons avallable.

Raillway runs alongside vessel,

Rise of Tide:- &pring 15 feet.
Neap 11 feet.

DUNGARVAN Lat. 52° 4' 27" N. Long. 7° 35' W.
Depth
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Depth at entrance 24 feet H.W,.2.T, and 10 feet
L.W.3.T.
Depth at Quay 13 feet H.W.3.T7., and 9 feet Neaps.

New channel is being formed south of old cne, Wharf
900 feet long, dry at L.W. Railway in town.

DUNKERRON HARBOUR Lat. 51° 52' N, Long. 9° 29' W,

Well sheltered, Vessels up to 11 feet lie afloat
(up to 18 feet if they lie aground),

. Landing possible at a pler at TEMPFLENCE, dry at low
-

Off LACKEEN ROCE (between SHEEM and TEMPLENOE) room
for several large vessels and & considerable number of
small vessels with perfect security against all winds
and seas,

Large wvessels bound for EENMARE town anchor south
of DUNEERRON ISLANDS and discharge part of their cargo
before proceeding up to Kenmare Pler, where they take
the ground at low water,

DUN LAOGHAIRE Lat, 53° 18' N, Long. 6° 08' W,
stown
Large vessels can anchor but the area of good anchor-
age i1s restricted when easterly winds blow.
Depth at entrance 22-28 feet L.W.2.T. Quays about
3,000 feet as follows:=-

Victoria Wharf Depth 18-20 feet L.W.S3.T.
Traders Wharfl 10 feet L.W.B.T.
Mail Packet Fler EEaut side 17-22 fest L.W.3.T.
Maill Packet Pler (Weat side 15-20 feet L.W.3,T.

5-ton hand crane on Victorlia Wharf and 2-ton hand
crane at Traders Wharf. Rallway along Traders Wharf and
Pler.

Rise of Tide:- 3Springs 11 feet.
Neap 10 feet.

DUNMORE EAST lLat. 52° 9' N. Long. 6° 59' W.

West slde of entrance to River S3UIR, depth at en-
trance 13 feet, inside pler head B-13% feet,

The pler H90 feet affords a secure anchorage from
wvesterly gales, Deep vater quay 230 feet long, Depth
11 1/2 feet at L.W.3.T. Anchorage in the roadstead is
I:nr"t to 20 feet L.W.3.T. Secure from all but southerly
winda,

Quayage 820 feet of deep water quays and 300 feet of
quays, dry at L.W. No railway.

Rise of Tide:- 3Springs 12 feet.
Neap 10 faeat,

FENIT

Difficult entry. Connected with the mainland by a
causeway 900 feet long, well sheltered from all winds.

Depth
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Depth at entrance 16 feet L.W.3,T., at quays 22
feet, Piler 1,700 feet with raillway on 1t and eight
steam cranes, 2-10 tons. The largest vessel to use the
port was of 6,000 tons.

Rise of Tide:;- 2Spring 13 feet.
Neap 10 feet.

FOYNES Lat. 52° 36' N. Long. 9° 5' W.

800 feet quay, berths for five vessels., Deep
water berths for vessels drawing 25 feet at L.W.3.T.
The largest vessel to use the port was 8,000 tons. Good
anchorage. Rallway connects with all plers and there 1=
one 5-ton travelling crane.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 15 feet.
Neap 11 feet.

GALWAY BAY. lat. 53° 18' N. Long. 9° 5' 30" W.

The largest vessel can enter the roadstead and lle
there at anchor in safety.

Depth in harbour 8.7, 18 feet, N.T. 12-14 feet. One
dock only available (Commercial Dock) maximum draft ves-
sels 16 feet 5.T. Dun Aingers Dock closed until improve-
ment scheme completed. This includes deepening and
widening of entrance and construction of new pler.

Rallvay and one 1l0-ton crane available.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 16 feet.
Neap 11 feet.

GLENGARIFF HARBOUR Lat. 51° 45' N. Long. 9° 34! W.

Harbour will accommodate vessels drawilng up to
25 feet L.W.

Depth at quays 8 feet L.W,5.T, Inner anchorage 20
feet, outer 42-66 feet. No rallway for 11 miles.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 10 feet.

GREENORE Lat. 54° 1' 55" N, Long. 6° 7' 52" W,

Depth at entrance 18 feet to 20 feet. Vessels draw-
ing 14 feet can proceed two miles up the Lough.

Depths at quayes 12-16 feet 5.T. Has four 3-ton hy-
draulic cranes and one 30-cwt at coal quay.

Patent slip at WARRENFOINT.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 15 feet.
Neap 12 feet.

INISHLYRE Lat. 53° 49' N, Long. 9% 38 W.
A deep and spaciocus anchorage in WESTPORT HARBOUR.

Depth 22 to 40 feet. Vessels are discharged afloat in
20-22 feet L.W, Largest vessel to anchor was 1,670 tons,

KENMARE Lat. 51° 34" N, Long. 9° 35' W.

Has
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Has a tidal piler, depth alongside about 13-14 feet,
Railway in town.

Rise of Tide:- 8Spring 1]l feet.
Neep 8 reet.

EENMARE RIVER Lat. 51° 49' N. Long., 9% 49' W,

Above MacKeen Rocks there is room for several large
vessels to moor in from 33-48 feet and for & considerable
number of smaller vessels, with perfect security against
all winds and sea. Large vessels bound for KENMARE TOWN
anchor southward of DUNKERRON ISLANDS, and discharge part
of their cargo before proceeding up to the pler.

Harbours include ARDMORE, BALLYCRONANE, BANNOW, KILL-
MARTLLOGE, KENMARE, ORMOND and DUNKERRON.

There are plers at EILLMAKTLLOGE, BLACKWATER, TAHILLA
and at GREENARNE.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 10 feet,
Neap T feat.

EILLARY BAY Lat. 53° 38' N, Long. 9° 55' W.

Good anchorage for all classes of vessels at the en-
trance,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet,
Neap 9 feat,

KILLYBEGS Lat. 54° 34 8" N, Long. 8° 27' 23" W,

Saf'e harbour and anchorage sheltered. Any vessel can
enter at all times. Pier 300 fest long. Depth alongside
26 feet H.W.S,T. The largest vessel to use the port was

of 1,200 tona,
Railway runs along the pler,

Rise of Tide:- Spring g 11 feet
Neap average.

KILIMAKILLOGE Lat. 51° 48' N, Long. 9° 51' W,

Good anchorage in deep water. Depth at pler 16 feet
H.W.5.T. No rallwvay.

Riese of Tide:- Spring 10 feet.
Neap T feet,

KILRUSH Lat. 52° 38' N, Long. 9° 30' W,

Natural harbour and a quay with berths for eight vea-
sels of 13 feet draught. Raillway alongside quay. There is
also a pler at CAPPAGH outside harbour.

KINSALE Lat. 51° 36' N. Long. 8° 31' 38" W,

Natural harbour improved by the construction of a piler
and quay.

Depth
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Depth at bar 13 feet at L.W, and inside harbour 48
feet., Fier 150 feet long, depth alongside 20 feet H,W.2,.T.
and 9 feet H.W.N.T. Quay 1/2 mile long, depth alongside
12-1% feet H.W.S5.T., 9 1/2 feet H.W.N.T. Vessels lie
aground at all berths at L.W. but can now get alongside
gquay at H.W. The largest vessel to use the port was of
1,000 tons.

Raillway in town.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet,
Neap 9 feet.

LIMERICK Lat. 52° 40' N. Long. 8° 37' W.

Easy approach in 90-120 feest. Harbour is about
1,600 yards 1 and 150 yards wide, Depth on sill 8.T.
22 feet, N.T. 16 1,/2 fest,

Two miles of quays with & depth alongside of 14-18
feet. They are, howaver dry at L.W, Docks in which ves-
sels can always float are are followsi-

Wet dock 1,385 feet long. Depth 22 feet H.W.2.T.
16 1/2 feet H.W.N.T.
Graving dock 428 feet long. Depth 17 feet H.W.S.T.

Good warehouse accommodation. Two hand cranes up to
5 tons. One 20-ton and one 5-ton electric crans for dis-
charging coal.

Railway in town,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 22 feet,
Neap 18 1/2 feet,

LONG ISLAND SOUND Lat. 51° 29' N, Long. 9° 26' W.

Excellent shelter for a large number of vessels of
light draught, Depth 18-48 feet. .

Rise of Tide:- Spring 10 feet,
Neap 8 fest.

NEW R03S Lat., 529 23' N. Long., 6° 56' W.

Depth at entrance about 12 feet L.W., 19-24 feet
H.W., and 20-30 feet H.W.3.T. slongside the discharging
berths. Accommodation comprises New Quay, Custom House
Quay, Charles Street Dock, Fish Dock and four private
docks with average depth of 14 feet., Public quay about
250 yards long. One 3-ton crane. Warehouse accommos-
dation available, Railway,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 10 feet.

ROSSLARE Lat. 52° 15' N. Leng. 6° 56' W.

Harbour is well sheltered from the prevalling south
and south-west winda. Depth at entrance 20 feet L.W.S5.T.
and 26 feet H.W,2.T,

Quayage :
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Quayage: 1,040 feet with depth alengside of 17 1/2
feet L.W.S5.T., and 490 feet with 14 1/2 feet, Cranes
(electric), Three 1 1/2 tons, one 2 1/2-ton and one
5-ton. Raillwvay and goods shed on breakwvater,

RIVER SHANNON Lat. 52° 34 N, Long. 9° 56' W.

dpacious and secure anchorage for all classes of
vessels, Easy access, Navigable for all classes up to
within 15 miles of LIMERICK,

Sultable for a fleet anchorage, but poor port facil-
ities,

SKULL Lat. 51° 31' N, Long. 9° 32! W.

A safe harbour sheltered from South West to Scuth
East., Good anchorage sheltered from all polnts, is from
8-21 feet in depth. Coal wharf 240 feet long with a depth
of 6 feet alongside. Connected by light railvay to
SEIBBEREEN

SLIGO Lat. 54° 16" N, Long. 8° 28t w.

Depth on bar at L.W, 12 1/2 feet. Good and safe
channels up to quays. The ballast quay 1s about 2,000
feet long with a depth of water alongaside of 7 feet at
L.W.5.T. Deep water berths 500 feet with a8 depth of
water of 18 feet. New concrete Jetty 245 feet long.
Depth up to upper quays at 5.7, 17 feet and at N.T,

13 1/2 feet,

Hand cranes, Tramways to deep water berths connec-

ted with railway lines,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 11 feet,
Neap 8 feet from L.V,

LOUGH SWILLY Lat. 55° 15! N, Long. 7° 34t W,

Formerly a fleat anchorage. Accessible at all times,
Very poor port facilities,

RATHMULLAN ROADS. Good shelter, bad communications.

BUNCRANA. Landing pler, but no other port facili-
ties,

Rise of Tide: - Spring 13 feet,
Neap 9 feat,

IRALEE Lat. 52° 16' N. Long, 9° 43 W,

Depth at bar S.T. 11 1/2 feet, N.T, 9 1/2 feet, in
basin 14 feet 5.T., 10 fest N.T. There 1s good accommo-
dation for uhipp:gg. TRALEE is at the head of a bay, the
greater part of ch dries at L.W, It is approached by
8 ship canal 13 1/2 miles long with a depth of 10 feet
at S.T. and 6 1/2 feet at N.T. The basin at THALEE has
an area of about 60,000 feet with convenience for loading

and



=1l=

and discharging. Patent slipway 330 feet long can accommo-
date vessels of 200 tons,

S8even cranes up to 50 tons, Railway. The largest ves-
sel to use the port vas 6,000 tons,

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 9 feet.

VALENTIA Lat. 51° 56! N. Long. 10° 18' W,

A natural harbour with a pler. Depth at entrance
78 feet, at quay 13-15 feet at 5.T. Rallway. Largest
vessel to use the port was 5,494 tons. There is &
small hand crane of 2-3 ton lifting capacity.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 13 feet,
Neap 10 feet.

VENTRY HARBOUR Lat, 52° O7' N. Long. 10° 20' W.

Basy of access; space sufficlent for several ves-
sels of moderate draught to lie at anchor; subject to
heavy =squalls.

Quays for small vessels ati-

BALLYMORE On Bast side of bay; 4 miles from DINGLE
where there is a light rallway connecting
with TRALEE (25 miles).

DINGLE HARBOUR Small vessels only. Vessels drav-
ing up to & feet only.

CASTLEMATNE HARBOUR Difficult entry; small vessels
only.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 1I feet.
Neap 8 feet.

DINGLE and VENTRY harbours have no lifting gear but
have good sandy bottoms which could be used by punts or
small beoats for landing purposes.

WATERFORD Lat. 52° 7' 25" N. Long. 6° 55' 53" W.

Depth at bar at L.W.S5.T. 1% feet, L.W.N.T. 17 feet.
A natural harbour formed by the channel of the RIVER SUIR
from the City of WATERFORD to its conflusnce with the
BANNON and thence to the sea by the estuary of these
two rivers, at a distance of 18 miles, Width of entrance
3 miles. The RIVER SUIR 1s navigable for vessels of 22
feet draught up to WATERFORD, where they lle afloat at
the quays.

Quays:- 1 1/2 miles with a depth alongside 22 feet
L.W.5.T. Quay has been mined, Two berths depth alongside
25 feet, above the bridge which has an opening 80 feet
wide, Jetty 600 feet long, depth 16-18 feet.

Cranest- One 20-ton electric on the new deep-water
vharf, Three S5-ton and one %-ton on the south side and
ten small cranes on north sidé.

Railway
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Rallway is close to the quays on the south aide,
vhere most of the quays are, On the north side ves-
sels up to 6,000 tons can lie alongside and discharge
direct into trucka.

The largest vessel to use the port was 6,500 tons
and the deepest draught 25 1/4 feet. Vessels windbound an-
chor off PASSAGE EAST,

Rise of Tide:- 3Spring 13 feet.
Neap 11 feet.

WESTPORT Lat. 53° 49! N. Long. 9° 30' W.

Depth at entrance 50 feet L.W.3.T. A very safle
harbour, Vessels entering harbour at L,W, anchor at
INISHLYRE or DORINCH and large ships bound for WESTFORT
and having to discharge afloat always anchor at INISHLYRE.
Quay 3,045 feet long and vessels of 15 feet draught can

approach gquay.
Warehouse and crane accommodation. Rallway in town.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 13 feet.
Neap 9 feet.

WEXFORD Lat, 52° 20' N. Long. 6° 25' W.

Depth on bar 8 feet at L.W.5.T. Depth at entrance
12 1/2 feet 5.T., 9 1/2 feet N.T. 4 miles from entrance
to harbour, A natural harbour with 2,475 feet of qQuayage
with 10-15 feet alongside at L.W. HNo vessels enter at
L.W. The general depth of water in the harbour is from
6-13 feet., Two hand cranes and railway. Vessels up to
135 feet draught can enter at H.W.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 5 feet.
Neap 3 feet.

WICKLOW Lat. 52° 57' N. Long. 6° 0' 5" W.

Depth at entrance 10 feet to 14 feet. West pler,
1,200 feet long, with a depth alcngside of 16 feet at
H,W., East pler 650 feet long, with 15 feet at L.W. and
24 feet at H.W. Packet quay 300 feet long, with 9 feet
at L.W. Also river quays with 10-12 feet at H.W. but
dry at L.W.

One steam crane and rallway. The largest vessel to
use the port was 1,520 tons drawing IS feet.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 9 feet,
Neap 6 feet,

YOUGHAL Lat. 51° 56' N. Long. 7° 50' W.

Well sheltered accommodation for a number of small
veasels, except during gales from East, South-East, and
South.

Depth on bar 4-5 feet at L.W.3.T. and 19 fesat at
H,W.2.T. Average depth in harbour 13 feet. Quays 2,000
feet long, all dry at L.W. Rallvey. The largest vessel
using the port is 900 tons.

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet.
Neap 10 feet.
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North Coast

No.

2752
2698
2699
2697

East Coant

1772
52

South Comat

3725
2092
2080
1765
2081
344}
2053
2129
3348
2h2y
2046
2071

West Coast

3207
829
1879
3165
1210
er
Shih
27492
1584
1903
2495
2885
1918
2538
1819
1545
15?
1549
1541
e
1548
2852
2767
2739
2030
2122
1824b
2057

=13~
LIST OF CHARTS AVAILABLE

Subject,

HORN HEAD and BLOODY FORELAND,
MULROY BAY and LOUGH.

SHEEP HAVEN,

LOUGH SWILLY,

Approaches to WEXFORD and ROSSLARE HARBOUR,
WICELOW ROADSTEAD and HARBOUR,

BALTIMORE HARBOUR.

CASTLE HAVEN and GLANDORE HAREBOUR.
CLONAKILTY BAY.

CORK HARBOUR and Approaches
COURTMACSHERRY BAY.

CROCEKHAVEN, BALLYDIVLIN and TOORMORE BAYS.
KINSALE HARBOUR and OYSTER HAVEN
LONG ISLAND and BALTIMORE BAY.
QUEENSTOWN .

VALENCIA to CORK,

WATERFORD and NEW RO3S HARBOURS,
YOUGHAL HARBOUR.

ACHILL S0UND, NORTHERN ENTRANCE.

ACHILL SOUND, SOUTHERN ENTRANCE to ACHILL BRIDGE.
ARAN TSLAND to DAWROS BAY,

BANTRY and GLENGARIFF HARBOURS,

BEREHAVEN,

BLACES0D BAY.

BROAD HAVEN BAY, and FRENCH PORT,

DINGLE and VENTRY HARBOURS.

DONEGAL, KILLYBEGS and TEELIN HARBOURS.

RIVER FERGUS from ENNIS to the SHANNON,

GALWAY HARBOUR,

EENMARE RIVER.

ETLLARY BAY,

PORT MAGEE,

SALTEE ISLANDS and FENIT HARBOUR and Approaches,
MOUTH OF THE SHANNON,

L] ]
" 3 FOYNES to MIDDLE GROUND.
N i GLIN to FOYNES.
" ! MIDDLE GROUND to SCARLET REACH.
n " SCARLET REACH to LIMERICK.
" " SCATTERY to GLIN.

SLIGO HARBOUR and Approaches,

SLIGO and KILIALA BAYS,

WEST COAST of TRELAND.
WESTPORT,



1/

LEGATICN OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dublin, March 23, 1942,

Ko, 319

BUBJECT: Anglo-American Economic Polley Toward Elre.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washlngton.
S8ir:

I have the honor to report to you the letter re-
ferred to in my telegram No., 56 of March 20, 1542
hereto annexed which I wrote to the British Representa-
tive in Elre upon learning from Irieh sources that the
British Government had suthorized a barter transaction
of 30,000 tons of wheat now in England for Irish beer,

Respectfully yours,

DAVID GRAY

Enclosure:

Ap stated,

DECLASSIFIED
Btnto Dapt. Letter, 11178

710 By J. Bchauble FEB 10 1972



Enclosure to Despatch No, 319, dated March 23, 1942.
A b Ir s

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Dublin, March 16, 1942,

Dear Jack,
You and I have agreed that it was desirable that
our respective countries and Canada should define a
common Irlsh pollcy and carry 1t out in auch a way as
to prevent Mr. de Valera from playing one of us agalnst
the hthurl. I have recently asked my government to
explore this matter with your government primarily in
regard to economle concesslons and what might be called
token grante of arms made with the intent of obtalning
and heolding the good-wlll of the Irish Army. My recom-
mendations have been bmsed on several conelderatlons:
(a) The Irish government steadfastly refuses
to recognize any obllgation to take part in the
struggle between predatory dictatorship and law-
abliding Democracy.
(b) The economic policy of the Irish govern-
ment 1s formulated strictly in the intereast of
the Irleh people. The Irlsh government part wlth
nothing which their people need or may need.
(e) The

8ir John Maffey, G¢.C.M.G,, K.C.B,, X.0.V.0,,
eto., ete., eto.,
British Representative,
Dublin,
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(e) The Irish government during the year 1841
obtained about two-thirds of their normal importe,
practically all from England and all by virtue of
British convoys. The lmports for the previous
year were somewhat above normal,

(d) The Irish government occuples an undefended
strateglec position which jJeopardlizes the COMmMONn secur-
ity of both Britain and Ireland, a position lmportant
also 1n safeguarding the ocean lanes to America, yet
they refuse to permit the use of these strategle
bases as their contribution to the securlty of sea-
borne imports. They are thus in a position of enjoy-
ing benefits for which they refuse to pay theilr just
share in bloed and danger.

(e) In the two years that we have been together
in Dublin we have each of us become separately con-
Vinced that no generous gesture may be expected from
Mr, de Valera and his agsoclates nor any honest
recognition of hie posltion of indebtedness for
securlty and supplies, Ingtead, everything they
can get they use to gain credlt for thelr Party
and make political capital whenaver they dare out
of anti-British sentiment.

Two polnts have become elear. One, that the only

thing we need from Eire is the strategle bases; the other

is that we shall never get them by the good-will of the

Irieh Government. On occasions in the past, Mr, de Valera

has yielded to pressure and it 1s Possible that he might

yleld again, Therefore, there has been ateadlly growing

in
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in my mind & convietion, in which I think you share,

that the only chance of his reversing his pollcy is

by making it patent to him and especislly to hie people
that Eire cannot stand alone if the dry-nurelng by
Britain and America on which his economic existence
dependa be withdrawn, A deslgned coerclon would be
against our tradition and would probably defeat 1tselfl,
btut, since the Irish recognlze the Justice of Britaln
adopting the eame policy as the Irlsh government, that
is, making no eacrifices for others and keeplng what

they need for themselves, all that need be done 1s to
ceage re-exporting to Ireland what has been brought to
Britain in much needed bottoms and that which origlnating
in Britain ies needed for English war effort., Thls should
be done with the same expressions of benevolence as flow
to us from Mr, de Valera, expressiona which doubtless
aleo flow from him to the Germans and Itallanas.

Derived from the above considerations, I communi-
cated the following formula to my government as a recom-
mendation based on justice and expedlency: "No sacri-
fices for thoee who will make no sacrifices for us, but
good-will token grante to the Irlsh people, so publlclzed
that the Irish government will be unable to explolt them
for political ends."

I aleo communicated the opinion that the recent
reduction by Britaln of supplies to Ireland sesmed to
indleate the adoptlon of the formula in queation,

The early part of last week, Mr, Lemass, Irish
Minister for Supplles, speaking in the Dall on the wheat

poeltion,
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position, stated that "unless our plans work out there
will be a wheat shortage of a hundred thousand tons",
(This 1e quoted from memory.) I asked s member of the
Opposition what plans Mr, Lemass had in mind. The
answer was that the Irish government had negotiated a
trade of thirty thousand tons of wheat for Irish besr.
If this be a fact, 1t suspende the operation of augment-
ing economle pressures and postpones the only position
which le favorable to our obtalning our grestest desider-
atum, "the ports". And that without any political galin;
a8 you will agree that the Irlsh government will use the
deal to strengthen thelr Party position.

When I report this beer-wheat trade to my govern-
ment, I think it will be difficult for Washlngton to
understand 1t, In the firat place, at a time when
every ship ls so greatly needed, this transaction allots
in effect thirty thousand tons to & country that 1s un-
willing to contribute to the common effort. This is not
what the Amerlcan government is urging Americane to make
sacrifices for, A further weskness in the American view
l1s that it exchanges a vltal neceselty for what Americans
regard at the best as & luxury and at the worst as a
polson, If the American press gets hold of this item,
there might be a bad reaction, I am anxious about 1t,

1 think that if the beer 1s essential, the wheat should
have been given as a highly publicized ﬁumann gesture,

Let us get at least some pelitical benafit from so adverse
&n economlc factor., I hear from some quarters that the

British government would not dare publiclze the transfer
of
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of this amount of wheat to the Irlish because of Britilsh
indignation and political repercugeslone., This wlll be
hard for Washington to belleve or to understand as the
gesture would have so obvligus a purpose.

An sggrevating clrcumstance attending the beer-
wheat deal were the utterances of Mr, Corry, government
member from Cork, made in the Dall during the session
in which Mr, Lemass made his statement. He sald in sub-
stance that in Cork the English were buyling crows to
feed thelr people, He hoped to God they would soon be
eating rete. Of courge there was protest by Alfle Byrne
end later Sean T, C'Kelly, on the part of the government
repudlated Corry's sentiments. But 1t le& not an atmeephere
that encourages one to make self-denylng sacrifices.

Youre sincerely,

DAVID GRAX



LEGATION OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DUBLIN, March 23, 18942,
No. 320

SUBJECT: Secret Liaison Between Britiesh and
Irish Armles,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington,
3ir:
I have the honor to refer to my telegram No. 27
of February 20, 1942, and to state that the detalled
report referred to thereln was held up for further

information which I have only Jjust secured,

In July, 1940, the Irish Army Command was notified

by the Irish Government that a British invaslon from
the North was anticipated., It was the perlod follow-
ing the breakdown of negotlations inaugurated by the
1ate Neville Chamberlain, His aim was %o secure the

ports and Irish participation in the war at the most
and

DECLASSIFTED
Bato Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

‘hlﬂﬂ-hhih-EEB 10 1972



-Be

and at the least an Irieh statue of non-belligerency.
The conslderation offered was the promise of the
British Government to use its best offices to end
partition after the war.

Whether there was in fact any basis for the ap-
preheneione of the Irish Government at this time I
have never been able conclusively to determine, The
Irish Permanent Secretary for External Affalra, Mr,
Walshe, told me that he had documentary proof sub-
stantliating this view, I asked him to let me see
it, He sald that he would "after the war." From
a Britlsh Naval Intelllgence officer I learned that
there was & General Btaff plan for the invaslon of
Ireland from the North, ae there are plans for every
military situation that might concelvably arise, How-
ever, assurances from Sir John Maffey that he knew of
no intentlion on the part of his Government to take
action against Eire have convinced me that no action
wae contemplated and that the alarm of the Irish
Government was due elther to the assumptlion that
action would follow the refusal of the Chamberlaln
offer or to posalbly forged evidence submitted by the
Germans, who were doubtless aware of the negotlations,
It 1a concelvable that, by CGerman agency or other means,
the Irlsh Government had a copy of the General 3taff
plan,

Whatever the motlvating facte may have been, the
Irish Government ordered the Army Command to prepare
a defeneive front along the northern border. The
effect of this upon Irish Army personnel of all ranks
was to exclte acute anti-British feeling. 8Slnce no

attack



attack developed, the state of alarm gradually subelded,
but it became apparent that, 1f the Irish army and
country-elde were to cooperate with Britiesh armed

forces in the event of a German invasion, something
would have to be done to effect a measure of better
feellng, B8ir John Maffey began tactfully to effect

a reletion between individuals of hls Military Miseion
and individual officers of importance in the Irieh Army,
My lmpression is thet once he launched the effort he
withdrew from the plcture, leaving the negotiation to
military offlcers. The result was that an understand-
ing was established beyond what Mr. de Valera would
admit and very probably beyond his knowledge, and that
the Chief of Starf, Lt., General McKenna obtailned con-
cessions of matériel which the Irlsh Government had
been unable to obtain., It i1s interesting to note that
the British Government similarly ignored the transaction,
leaving the transfer of the arme to the Army Command in
Horthern Ireland.

Early in September 1941, 1t became clear that the
Lend-Lease bases which our techniclans were establish-
ing in Northern Ireland might reasonably be expected to
be taken over by ue in the event of our entry into the
war, a thing which had long appeared to me to be inevi-
table. I therefore approached 8ir John Maffey and told
him that, in the event of Amerlcan participation in the
defence of Northern Ireland, 1t would doubtless be desir-
able for a practicable lialson to be established between
the Irish Army on one side and American and British
forces on the other. He thereupon informed me as to

what
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what had already been accomplished. I then made,
somewhat insletently, the suggestion that provision

be made for the poseibility that the Irish Army, in
cage of German attack, should either refuse immediate
cooperation with ue or cease reslstance after per-
funetory action, or in part assume a hostile attitude,
In any of these events the individuals designated to
recelve and gulde our forces at the border and faclli-
tate relations with the inhabltants would be lacking,
I expreessed the view that we should have an adequate
secret force of persons of unguestioned trustworthi-
ness, who were resldent and promlﬁent in their various
localities; in other words, an efficient fifth column
of our own,

There appeared to be reluctance on the part of
the British to conelder this suggestion and I expressed
myself somewhat forelbly to the effect that if American
troope came into the pleture, I was certaln that pro-
vielon would have to be made for the eventualities in
question.

With the entry of American into the war, the British
Military Misslon have laid their cards on the table and
I find that & mutual good Teellng and confidence have
been established between the Irish and British Military
chiefs beyond what might reasonably have been believed
possible. Ungquestionably, the transfer of certaln un-
important armsment has been the prime factor in this
success,

As my telegram No. 27 of February 20, 1942 states,
I recommend, in the event of the assumption of the
General Command of Northern Ireland by an American

officer
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offlcer, the retention of the individuale who have
inaugurated and maintalned the llalson and cooperative
understandinge between the Britieh and Irish Armies,
untll such time as & satlsfactory relation be esstab-
lighed between the Irish and Amerlcanes,

Because British interests are so lmportant in
Eire, I recommend further that permanent British Mili-
tary Misslons be attached to our Military headgquarters,
the personnel of which should be chosen for thelr know-
ledge of Elre and thelr acqualntance in the Twenty-glx
Counties, There are a number of such offlcers now
gtationed in the North doing lialson work,

It appears to be an 1lluslon that Britlsh subjects
are suspect in Elre and that Americans are generally
preferred to Englishmen,

The liet of secret lialeon agents which I sug-
gested hae been 1n fact complled, but for obvlous
reasons cannot be dlecloeed,

Regpectfully yours,
(8gnd) DAVID GRAY

820
DG /HY

In triplicate
Original by Air Mail,
Triplicate by next pouch,



(v THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNLER EECHAETARY OF STATE

I think that on the whole it is
not necessary to reply to the last
half of Mr. De Valera's letter --
that means not to reply at all.

If he would come out of
the clouds and quit about
the quarter of & million Irishmen
ready to fight if they had the
weapons, we would all have higher
regard f‘ul' him. Personally I do
not believe there are more than
one thousand trained soldiers in
the whole of the Free State. Even
they are probably efficient omly
in the use of rifles and shotguns.

F. D. R.




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 20, 1942

My dear Mr. President;

In accordance with our conversation on the
telephone this aftemoon, I am sending you herewith
& copy of the note handed me this aftsrnoon by the
Irish Minister. This note contalns the message
addressed to you by Mr. De Valera.

Belisve me

al ly yours

L1\ My

Enclosurs
From the Irlsh
Minister, April 20, 1942.

The Fresident,
The White House.




April 20, 1942

Birt

I desire to refer to your communication of
February 26, 1942 in whlch you gave me the text
of a perscual message which the Preslident re-
quested be cabled to Mr, De Valera. The messuge
was duly eabled, and Mr. De Valera has now re-
quested me to RaEe the following message trans-
mitted to the Presidenty,

"Dear Mr. President:

I wish to thank you for your
persconal message sent through the Acting
Secretary of State and duly conveyed
to me by our Minister, Mr. Brennan. Your
assurance tnat there was not, and is not
now, the sligntest thought or intention of
invading Irish territory or threatening
Irish security has relieved an anxiety which
was unfortunately developlng lnto tension.

I thank you sincerely for that assurance
iﬁiuh is 80 much In accord with the
tradition of American prineciples and, indeed,

your own enunciantion of them.



"AS you are aware, the partition
of Ireland by Britain has for the past 20
years been the outstanding cause of differ-
ence between the two countriles, and 18 now
the one obstacle to that [inal reconciliatlon
which well-wishers of both countrles have so
much desired and [or which we ourselves have
80 long and earnestly striven. Fritain's
exercise of soverelgnty over our six North-
Eastern countles 15 repugnant to nationsl
sentiment here, and 1s deeply resented by
the uvtr-hnllingha:Jurity of the Irish people.
The hmerlican Government's seemingly unreserved
recognition of that sovereignty, by sending
its soldiers to the disputed territories
without any reference to the Irish Governaent,
appeared to bs a taking of sides and e worsening
of Ireland's position vis-a-vis Britain, which
the Irish Government could mot but deplore.
In the interests of good relations between
Ireland und Americs, which have been so
uniformly cordial and happy, the Irish Govern-
ment would have advised against the sending of
the troops had they had un opportunity of ex-
pressilong thelr views. Fear. that the movement
of American troops into the Six Countles pight
be a preliminary to an attuck upon our position
in thls part of Ireland are huppily dispelled

by your explicit assursnce to the contrary.



.

"One matter, however, continues to
Elve us concern. The young men of Ireland
will defend their country's liberty to the
end 1f it be attacked., But modern equipment
is required to preserve the high degree of
confldence in their ability to do so effect-
ively, which Lt is desirable to mailntain.
Slnee thls war begun, and even before that,
48 you «now, we huve endeavoured to secure
this equipment from the United Stutes, as
well as (rom Eritain. Unfortunately, except
for the inadequate quantity recently recelved,
our efforts have remsined without success. As
nelther BEritain nor the United States intend
to attuck us, 1t secms folly to leave in any way
insecure s. {mportant & position as ours,
when there .re con the spot & guarter of a
milllon men of the best fighting quality,
ready and able to make 1t secure 1if proper
Weapons are put into ghedr hands. I have
repeatedly explained to your Minister here,
end to the EBritish representative, my views
in thls regerd, and I trust you may be able
to reconsider your decision and malte the
necessary equlpment evalluble Tor purchase
without delay. The effect upon the apirit
of our pecple would be lneslculable as
would be the resulting improvement in feelirg
towards Great Eritain.
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®May I exprass to you, Mr. Presldent,
gy most sincere good wishes and my sympathy
with you ln the anxieties and burdens which

you are called upon to bear."
Accept, 5ir, the rencwed assurances of my hnlghgst

consideration.

(81gned ) Robt. Brennan

Iriah Kinlater

The Honorable
Bumner Welles,
Acting Secretury of otate

Weshington, D. C.
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