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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1942 . 

UEl.IORluffiU'J FOR TUE 

SECRETJ\RX OP S'rATE: 

Seo 110. 2 - J an . 13 t h - ll A. U. 

r r oo Uiniater Gray 1n Dublin. 

Ylh.1 t do you t hink we ouaht t J 
do in r e(;nrd t o his laa t parae r llph r e la ting 
to htch class Irish .&u~rican aeenta? 

F. D. R, 



THE SECRETARY OF STAT£ 

W ASHINQTON 

January 20, 1942. 

Yy dear Mr . President : 

I have received your memorandum requeeting my 

opinion conoern1ng the suggestion contained in the 

last paragraph of W.nlster David Gray •s telegram 

no . 2 or January 18, 1942 from :D.lblin. 

The Navy Department feels that this is now a matter 

of primary i nterest to it and has requested a para­

phrase of Minister Gray•a message f or appropriate 

action. 

Faith.fully yours, 

The president, 

The Wh1 te Rouse . 
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Dublin, February 2 , 1942 . 

Dear Mr . President, 

On the occasion of the 82nd bir thday of President 

Hyde, I tran::mitted your congratulations and good 

wishes and h.ave received :rrom him a very cordiel 

act(llov:ledgment of your congratulations . 

On t he occasion of your 60th bi rthday, l~r . 

Cosgrave , Leader of the Opposition , CO!ll)l)Unicated 

t o me fo r t r ansmission to you his heartfelt con­

gr a t ulations and r.ood wishes . 

The Belgian Minister also communicated bis 

congratulations . 

Yours respectfully, 

The President, 

The White House . 
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The President , 

The White House , 

Washington ; 



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WAS HINGTON 

February 9 , 1942 

M~ dear J.:r . President: 

Secretary Hul l has transmitted your momorandum 

of February 4 and :ir . Gray' s letter or January l to 

me, and, 1n accordance with your request, I am re­

turning :.:r. Gray •s letter herewit h for your files . 

General t'.ershall has read this letter . 

'.!he request made by Mr. Gray for courier serv­

ice between Dubl i n and London or Belfast ls now be­

ing attended to. 

Believe me 

ly your 

J_J_ 
Enc . 

The President, 

The White House. 
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AIR MAIL 

L.'n.\TION OF 'l'l!E 
UITITED STf,TE$ OF Al:EllICA. 

llublln , Jnnu.,ry 1, l 91,2 . 

'./ell , here '.IC aro in lt up to the neck . If any 
one ever tried for peace, lt has been you , but thank 
Cod , :-•ou were not blind to realities and so we are on 
the way to a measure of preparedness which would have 
been two yettrs further off if Ham Fish , Nye, './heeler 
and Co . had had their \lay . 

Your note to Mr . de Valera in answer to hls speech 
<lecla.rinr:: Il'eland ' s " benevolent neutrality" wns perfect, 
but entirely lost on the man to whom it wes addressed . 
And no one else will see lt until it appears in a '/bite 
Book which will never be read in i.:1re . His answel' to 
it was the fatuous broadcast "'h lch he made to America 
on Christmas Cve . It was such an obvious anti- clil'lll:X 
to Churchill ' s uttert1nces that only the po per he ovms 
featured it en the front page . Under his leadership 
the Irish people have no realization of their friendless 
position ln the world . Uowever, I !mow that you under­
stand Lhe si tul\tion r.nd when :ou think it profitable, you 
will turn on the publicity . 

The sltuatic-n as re-:erds Ireland in this present 
phase (as I see it) is this : Conditlons are roinf' to 
make it lrnosEiblc for .'\ccrica and Britain to spare any­
th ine for Ireland 11ithout sncrificlnr .\:lrric~n ard 'lritish 
interests . There lo no reason why l\merican and : ritlsh 
intereots nhould be sacri~iced for a -over:ll"ent w':ich re­
fuses nll help . :!owever, it ls denir~ble that the Irlsh 
people 11nd tho Irlah .:.rr1y s· ould l>c f~vor~bly dlspoocd to 
us . ?hey both 9re nt present, nd their S)'Mpathy ehoulo 
not be lost . It will te n definite advuntaf'e in rither 
of t.wo sltu1>tions wnich ms:• arise : 

1 . 'rhnt 11c ''Ive to take stronc: nctlon nnd r-ust try 
to di vice tl e countr·· "a"inct 1 ts covernrnent . 

2 . ri'hat wo ha.ve to wult par.ei1lcl1• ror u Ceman at ­
Lnck wl •h our defcnrt>o cnnccntratrd in Ulster . 
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cur ro!'resentatlve nero the•·erore a .• c-uld do l lc~t tc cultivate rrlc:::tdl. r 1 tlcna all ~10~ L~e llne . 
'i' o dlsln> d',.. o• ~~" r·end= or Irlth cutr lily a.nd slr.:lar prcrnure- rrou 1 L- 01"" l~ntl o n r c. anr"d the r.ot- un · .c . ·' ' le t ii.I t!1lnf wont on T c ul<\ only 1~rn the Irish Government unofficially of its dancer tc 1,.~1 · - ... -~en 1 • ::· e t ~eco ..,end ar:.s . :lo\t I C«f' !"ecc ,..o- t ! ... _ o~Lt'cr. :.o··ic;..lly, eopeclally el nee the Fr'r:e i ln ' r>t.er ' a acl ratlcn or "benevolent 11cutral i ty" 11:,ioh lr. tor: cth l nr. ln the n turo c-f n 1 d ·~ t t Irclnnd 11111 not go '.x lo . 

I t.' crorcre , 11: · t,.,e- ~:,.· nnd t?le r.cvern-
:o.e:it hoc ;c et r. • a:: 1111 • to rec end nms , 
thou~h or course t»c , uot real lzo t!I t oondi tiono make 1t unlikely that even tr r.tJ• r"co _ cndat ' ens were 1'11vor­
~bly ccnEidered no br•e -ua.ntlty or I"': could t;., 111l3red . The token nllot. e"t \ch the "ritish recettl;,· cllowec! the rces in ~lster to .and over to the Irlth St.~rr h< re -e b" i nr received "d "ro akint~ o ver:· ~ocx! 1m-p1·eselon . ~"' othlnr: alnllnr rrom us would, I th lnk, be profitable, e11pecinll;• in vlew of the econor..J.c 
trouble9 t. •1t r.i re caa:· rett.i.r. :orse and neerer. T!'te SE'verer t!leso prersuree , the l ett4'r, ai: it is th4' onl:• -.1ny in 171dch the Irl~h people can be usce to realize tho futuity of t'ieir Cov .. rnmcnt ' a progrnn. But tho s1wercr they are , the ~ore need for expreeslons or N>od­w.i.11 end token offerkrs sir Uor in spirit to the sterile 
rr~endlinecs or 7-.r . de V ... lera . '.'le Con r.ivites, eycept 
:Jillon, have teen <'S s•.r "" for neutrnlity ns de V· 'era. But .a t•llY down on t •. er nooner than on hiri that in this world wo f"Ot w•iat wo I' Lve und thn t a policy which lcnves It·elnnd lflt!lout 11 friend is unprorite.ble . 

T is 1s or course nl··t PS I !lee it !.t close rur.cc ard not ln the la~i-e 1ern)>cctlve tl.nt ;.'OU he.ve . Tip ne orr if I un on the wror!f' track . 

~h~re :sonly one thln~ more t"et lo of firot lr­:iortance - net is that the defc~ae set- up or Eire is totally inadeq1late even to delo.~· ., rormidel>le Cemiin at.tack . .\ r~w houra or dive bor.tbini; nnd it would diooipnte . The Brl tinh and ourselves 1·'1ve ~ot to assure the defence or the Island 'ls a vthole . "ro:n the best advlces t!lot I can ret, t~e defense pr<1v!e1ons now in Ul"tor ire vor· inadequate even for the defense or the northern bri dreheed . tnce the enemy establishes air baoes in the south, the show ls pretty well over . Britoin is too far awny for deronse pl enea to op rete ;>rof l tably. T 1ere e uld be such a prepon~ersnce or 
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tank units ln tbe Six Co\llltlee 01 1.o bo allo to deal 
with any lftr.dlnr hy aeo or ttlr almoat lnet~ntly o~d 

1 thO'.lt qu111.lon . \• you know, if thf! Cen:ann tttko 
.ire, ~ ioh le ~efenselesa, t'e b~ttle Of the Atlant1o 
la rr1tt7 well loat . 

1 oo~ r.et r.o a tlEfactc~7 erawer io t~• rollowtnr. 
~ueat~ n Wb.ic~ 1 taTe tiUt to both r1tl1b end •:-:erlca~ 

et.arr orrtc•ra: • at ta. ~ur lc!e1t ct an a~equat.e yrc­
pon4er~nce or men ar.t c.at,r1el ~or the dotenae or t-~e 
Island? Tbe t~!lah ao~, iw:1e 1 re detrie tte best we 
can . ""11r1 la noth1nr to worr y ab¢ut . .. The :l.':erlc~n.1 

abA.e th~tr he~de, tut 'WOD ' t 001'J'ftlt th~m9elve1 . ! thlnk 
thero la evorythinP t..o worry about . Thua tor , l t he:a 
alwayft bten ~too l ittle and too late", v~ry poaslbly 
beoeune not.h1n,:o ,ore and sooner w11 po11tble , But 
keep your eye on thla pl&ce, part.1oulrtrly lf you take 
over thfl Londonderry base and have eFro in the Irish 
baaket. . It mlpht easily be another and anore cola:::iitcus 
Crete , 

J oal lK on L:r. de "le.lera tbl• aorn1ne . llts con-
t1dentl•l aecretery. !.'Isa Kathleen C ' Conn.ell, ~o knows 
his 1:IJIOlt a•creta, a1td to r.e, ""'.Tho we iJ.d hsve t~curht 
a year a,.o tbfi t Ac~rtca would t.e 1n tt e wnr :.. I ssld, 
"':'~a.t ii wh-..t. ;:r . de Valer a . ~r. ••&l1he , and a1l C.0Tern­
cent iieople .,_ave tJJOU.-"'ht. •;hero d1d tL.ey •·et the 1n­
ro:nnat1on t.hat. aede them t.ai.i:e tbn.t Ylew,.. She 110uldn 1 t 
tell &e . I eald , "For a year nnd a hnlt I ' ~• been 
toll1nr you that we couldn ' t keep out and you have 
all 11!1.~hed at. s:ie . On whom hnve you been relying?" 
~o answer. lt. la eigntr1cant o r the whole twisted 
and 'ollndod v Lewpolnt. here t.bfl.t. t.he Irlah mind wish­
fully rotu1ed to accort tho feot ~hnt. Aneric~n 1nter eats 
were bound up •1 t.h Br itish surv1vol . Perhaps economic 
pre1aure wtll a.ake then rea.11z• et lonr laat th~t their 
aurri• al 11 bound up Witb tbst. ot nr1ta1n . 

t b••• ~••o aaklnr ror "10re l e lp bere . le are not 
doln .. a O>od Jol>. ... o?.l,,'.~!lt to toitTI C)Urler acr•lcc 
f'1tht:r tc J.cudcn or 3elt"aat. l can't t:<1kt th• respon11-
b1llty or l"Utt. 'nc oontld~t1al co .,,unto"'ttcna in tbe 
pouch w~1oh 1 1ea over niF~~t 1n t~1 lrlah roat Ctflce 
wb Lch mu1t. b1 ICJWn with Cen:.an •P.•nt1 or or r111nc, our 
con!ldent1al teleRrAe.a in ortloe1 which presumably turn 
coptee over t.o t.he Cenena . ~i• know dorlnltely tbat 
Gemany ho1 l m111ediato w1releaa contr.liun1oat.loo with the1:r 
Lot~tl on here . It La a bad a1t.u&tton . 
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' ~hink the Depart~ent will r,ive us what we need . John :..rhardt is o crand fellow . I um send­ing tbls letter to Jondon in the bag or tho ~rltish naval courier . You may riot know : t , but a packare contain ins t-ecret 1u·11:' code str1 ps arr1 ved hi" re with the seals broken. It came in a bar, w!lich presumably was opened so mo where en route . I 1' ind 1 t lay nearly twenty- four hours in the 'Ost of~ice hore . ~1- 1 
'l ~\ <{ r..:::. t;I... ~-~ "1 t.. H-..4,_f .. '·1. 

I'""~ c...~ I V- ' _, f. .,_' \-l 1~-- )- · 

• 



Pebruary 9 , 1942 

J.?Y dear ~r. President: 

J ecretary Hull ha:s tranai:Utted 7our :no::aoran ' um 
or ? ebruf.l7 4 and :!r. Ora:r ' s lotter o! Jaz1uar-1 l to 
J:1e, and , 1n accordance with yow· roquost, I am ro­
turninz i.:r. Gra7 •a letter herewith for your f1lee . 

General Wareha ll has ron~ this letter . 
':he requea t tiade b:J "r. Ora;r ror courier s orv­

lco be tween Dublin ana London or ~elraat 1• now b e-
1Il3 attended to. 

Dellevo me 

Enc . 

Tbo l'ros1dent , 

."a l thful l7 yours , 

S\.':1P-!l o'IO.'LLES 

'!'be ilh1 te Bouae. 
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MD!ORANDUM FOR 

C.H. 

TKE WHITE HOUSE 

liASHINGTOll 

February 4, 19 42. 

You might read th1a ae it asks tor some more State 
Depart~ent help. Aleo you might shov 1t to General 
Marshall. 

Please return tor my tllee . 

r.o.R. 

( . ' -



COPY : S:AR 

AIR ,.JAIL 

l!y dear Franklin -

LEGATIOtl OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF' AI·IERI CA . 

Dublin , January 1, 1942. 

'./ell , he r e 11e a r e in it up to the neok . If any one 
ever tried for peace, i t has been you, but t hank God, you 
were not bli nd t o real ities and so we a re on the way to a 
measure of preparedness which 11ould have been two years 
further off if H8.l'.l Fish , Nye , \.'heeler and Co . had had 
t helr way. 

Your note to :. r . de Va l era i n a nswer to hi s sueech 
decla r i ng I reland ' e 11 b~evolent neutr ality" 11e s p erfect , 
but en t i r ely lost on the man to whom i t was addres sed, 
And no one else Will see it until 1 t appear s in a './hite 
Book which wil l never be read in Eire. His answer to it 
was t he f a t uous br oadcast which he made t o America on 
Christmas Eve. It 11as such an obvious anti-cl i ir.ax t o 
Churchi l l ' s utterances that only the pauer he owns feat ured 
it on t he front pa~e . Under his leadereht p the I r lsh people 
have no realizati on of their friendl ess pos ition in the 
world. However, I know t hat you under stand t he situat ion 
and when you think it "lrofi t able, you will tur n on t he 
publici t y . 

The situation as regards Ireland ln t his pr esent , hase 
/ (as I see i t ) 1s t hi s: Condi t i ons are goi ng to Make lt 

impossibl e fo r America and Bri t ain to s~are anything for 
Ireland without sacr1f1c1ng American and Brlt1sh in t e r ests , 
There ls no reason why Amer!.can and Brl't,i sh intere sts should 
be sacrificed for a government which r afiiees all hel p . How­
ever , 1t 1s desirable t hat t he Irish !'eOple and the I r i6h 
Army should be f avor ably di spo sed t o us . They both a r e a t 
;:>resent, and t heir sympat hy should not be lost . It will 
be a defln!te advan t age in ei t her of t\fo situations which 
may arise : 

1 . That we have to take stronc act ion and ~ust t r y 
to div! d e t he countr y against 1ts r;overnrnent. 

2. That we have to wait passivel y for a German 
at t ack wi t h our defenses concent r a t ed in Ulster. 

Your 

. I 
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Your re9reeentat1vo ~ere therefore should do h1s beat 
to cult1vate ~r1endly rr.la t ion 1 all alone t he line . The disbnndlnt. o r t he Friends of I r1eh 1:eutrnllty and elr1il'l,.. pro seur e-c:;roup1n,_ orc11nlr.11t1one hlls chanced the sot-uo 
tor ~e . :lh1le thi s th1n~ >"ent on ! could only 11arn the !rJ9h Gover ~ert unott1c1ell~ or ite danzer to !,..eland 
and personelly refuse to r eco::i: .end B?"-~S . ::ow I cRn reced!! 
tr~m t his noeition lot ically , es~ec~Plly stnce the PriMe 
l 1n1 s t er ' s df'l cloration of "benev'> lent ne1lt r l\l1 ty" 1rhi ch 
1s eomet hinc in t he n~ture of r nledee that I reland will not go Axi s . 

! a~ t herefore now tellinL t he Ar->y end the Oover n­
nen t whor. we "1oet t hat l a:n w1111n~ to raooM:nend Arms , thoueh of co1irse they must real ize t hat oondi tions nake 
it unlikely t hat even if my reco:.i:nendat1one >'ere tavor­
Rbly consi dered no lerge quantity o~ ar=s could be a;ered . The to~en allot~ent wl\ich t he Bri tish recently Rllowed 
t he forces i n Ulster to hl\nd over to t he Iri sh Stnft here are beine roce~ved and ere ~akin~ R very ~ood i~preeeion . l:io31et h 1ng ainllar :t'r o':l us would, I t hink, be r>r ot1 t ablP, ee?ecially 1n view or t he ee?nomic t roublee that are daily gett1nf W'>rqe and nearrr . ~he •everer these pre3eures, 
the better, 1111 1t 1e the only 'IRY in which t he Irleh 
peo~le can be ~nde to re~lir.c t he fatui t y o! t heir Govern­ment ' a program. But the severer t hey are, the rrore need for expressions o:t' c:ood-11111 and token ot:t'e r1 nE:;e a1r11la r 1n 8)1ri t to the sterile fri endliness of Nr . de Valera. The cosgrav1tee, except D1llon, have beP.n as etr ?nc t or 
noutr e lity as de Valeri\ . 2ut it n ay dawn on t he.3 e?oner 
than on him t hat i n t his wor ld wo c et what we give and t ho.t a policy wh1ch leavee Irl'land 111t hout 11 friend is 
unprof1 t able . 

Th1a iq of cour se only as I see it at close ranee and not in ohs large ~ers,ect!ve t hat you ~~ve . T19 nft ot:t' 
1t I ao on t he wrong track . 

Ther e lA '>nly ?ne thing morn t hat i s or first i mnor­tance - t iul t is that t he detenRe eet-uo ot Eire ls t otallv inadequate even to delay a for~idabl-e:feJT'an attack . A ~ few iioure- of cU ve boubi ng and it would d1asine te , The 
I ritish and ourselves hnve cot to assure t he de:t'enee or t he Ioland 11s a whole , From t he bost adv1oee t hat I can e et, the detonee , r ovi si ons now i n Ul~ter are very 1nede­qua t e even t or the defense o:t' t he northern br1d£ehead. 
Once t he ene::>y establi~he!' air bl\1ea ln t hl' eo•1th, t he 
show i s ~retty well over . Br1ta1 o la too tar away tor 
deteneo planes t o opsrnto profitably . There should be 

such 



such a p reponderance of tank un1te in t he Six Count1es as 
to be abl e to cl.eal with any landinz by sea or e1r almost 
instantly and without q•lestion , As you kn".>w , if t he 
Germans take Eire , whi ch is defenseless , t he battle of 
the Atlantic is p r etty wel l lost . 

I can get no sati sfacto.ry answer to the following 
quest IOn which I hav e .!)lit toooth Rr1 t 1eh and Ameri can 
s t a ff offi oer e : I/hat is your idea of an adequate TJr e ­
nonderanoe of men and materiel for the defense of t he 
Island ? The Engli sh say , "We ' re doing t he beat we can . 
Ther e is n0 t h i ng to worry abou t . 11 The Aiieri cano shake 
t heir heada, bu t won ' t commit t h emselves . I think t here 
is everything t o worry about . Thus far , i t has always 
been 11 t oo 11 ttle and too late 11 , very possibl y becauee 
nothin~ more and sooner was po s91ble . But keep your eve 
on t his place, part~cularly t f you take over t he Lo ndon­
derr y base and hav e e~ge 1n the Ir1 sh basket . It might 
P.asi l y be another and more calami t ous Cret e . 

I call ed on Mr . de Valera th i s 11or ni ng . His con-
f tdential secret ary, t-iies Ka thleen O' Connell , who !'nows 
his i nmost secrets, eaid t o me , 111.'ho would hav e thought 
a year aso that America would be in the •1ar! 11 I said , 
11 Tha t i s what ~:r . de Valer a , Lr . :·lalshe , Pnd all Govern­
ment peopl e hav e thought . Whe r e d.1d they e;et t he informa­
t ion t hat r:l!'l de t hem take t hat view, 11 She wouldn ' t tell 
rne . I said , 11 For a year Md 11 hlilf I •v e been telling you 
tha t we coul dn ' t keep out and you hav e a ll lauched et me . 
On whom hav e you bee n r elying? 11 No answer . I t i s s1~nlt-
1cant of t h e whole twi sted a nd blinc\ecl viewpoint here that 
the Irish mind wi shfull y r e fused to accep t the fact t ha t 
American intereets were bound U'O with British s u rvival . 
Perhap s e conomic pressure wi ll make t he m reali ze at long 
l ast t hat t heir surv111al 1 a bound up w1 t h that of Erl tain . 

I have been a sk i ng for more help here . 1.;e are no t 
do i ng a e;ood Job. lie ought to hav e a c ourier aervice 
eit her t o London or Belfast . I can ' t take t re r esponsi ­
bili ty of putt1nG confi dential communications in t he pouch 
which lies over nlght in t he Irish Post Clffioe which muat 
be sown with German ae;ents o r of filing our confidential 
teleerams i n offi ces which p reeu.rnAbly turn copies over to 
t h e Germans . :1e k now defi nitely t hat Ger many has 1mmediat !' 
wireless c ommunication with t hei r Legation here . It ia a 
bad si t uat1on. 

I 
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I think t he Department will give us what we need. 
John ErhRrdt iB 8 e rand fellow . I a~ ~ending this letter 
t o London 1n the bag ot the British naval courier. You 
may no t know it , but fLJ)IU:){ago containing secret Army 
~ode $tri ps arrived here with the sealR brok~n . It ciu:ie 
in a bag which presumably wee opened some where en route . 
! find it lay nenrly twenty-tour hours 1n t he poe t of:f'1oe 
here . We of course r e"<'orted .tt Rnd t he De;ot1rt!'lent l.e 
investigating . 

Take care o:f' yourself and God bless you. 

DAVID 

i.1 I -
...._., "' I 



~-~~ · 
Al. .J/ I t.. Q 't'i Q -

THE WHITE HOUSE ~ 't.. ~ 
WASH I NGTON 

February 27, 1942 . 

-1E~.!ORANDU11 FOR 

GE?iERAL MARSHALL : 

This is a personal letter 

to me from the American Minister in 

Dublin - - David Gray -- who happens 

t o be my 1vife 1 s uncle-i n- l aw . He 

has done exceedingly wel l there and 

-

I think you and possibl y the Combir.ed 

Staffs may cure to consider this . 

F. D. R. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

:Fe br uar.r l 7, 1942. 

l' leo.se r eud t hi s 11er!:otlll.J llnd 

coni1aent1a.l note from David Graz. Ylhat 

do you think o! the s ugge3tion : 

(a) 
(b) 

ro ubargo oil product& 
To keep unarmed neutral. shi ps out 
of Amer i can COOYOY• ? 

What do you thinlt I ehould tell 

him in r egard to the American C011111anding 

officer? 

ll' .D.R. 
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THE UNDER S ECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 21, 1942 

11!. (( -

My dear ~lr . Pres ident : X 
I am returning to you bere~itb ~,oa_v_i_d~G_r_a_y~' e~J~ . 

letter to you of Januery 27. 

In reply to the specific inouiriee conu; 1ned i n 
your mcmor·a ndum: 

(a ) To emb~ rco oil products to countries no t 

receiving l •t se-lend !'i d would prevent oil shi pments 
r·eaching Spain a nd Portuga l, which •·o uld be contri< ry 

to our pr esent pollcy-- e. policy regardi ng •h1cb the 

Briti sh a re p~rtlculorly insi~L ent and which I believe 
to be wise under present conditions . 

I t hink it would be unwise to place a ny specif io 
embar go on oil products to I r eland. 

(b) We b&ve previously stated that we n~uld do 

what WP coLlld to assis t Ireland in obta ining food­

stuff a. If we insi ~t tlmt un• r·med neutral sb1pa-­

namely, Iri sh ships- -must be kept outs i de of Ameri ca n 
convoys, it would probably defea t our own purpost as 
above stated . 

The President 

The \fhite House. 
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I ha ve informed Generel Marshall of Mr. Gray 1 s 

su~ge st lon 1n r eserd to 11B1son between the American 

a nd British for ces on t he one ha nd, a nd Irish forces 

on t he othel' . You may wish to send speci fic i ns t ruc­

tions, through hi m, to the American comnandi ng officer. 

I think it woul d be helpful . 

Beli eve me 

fully yours 

J . 

Enc . 
• 



I •' nnuAry " 7 , 1'. 2 . 

L" d etJ.r l r . .Pr,.s i cl en t 
Jir ,Tohn Luff;- yo'lterday a;ipri 11ed ?'r , !>e­

Valer a of t he i Min• nt rri va l of .• merlcan troops in :·ort.hern Irelhnd . 

Ho of cours e e:xpeoted this 
1 

but Wtill none tho less , .. ien tfUl of 

the f:,c t . I think there a re two i·eaeone for t.l s 1·ef•1eul to h.J.i l 

our ins t t>l l et tone there 1s insur'.l.nce .• g .... ins t hitler . One , the. ch.lo 

of sovere l t n ty over the • hole I l c.nd , t•.o the r 1:. entment nmong 

t he J..eft "lineor a growi nt out of our entr y i nto t he wa r. It l e 

beoomin£ clear that l r h h policy h .s been b '19d upon the conv i ction 

t h a t ·.lllder no u ircumstancce would we be d r awn in t o no,; till t i es • 

.-iken on h l a re t urn reassured the i:.overnmen t on t his poi nt . ,.a you 

know J made Myself :inpopul ar arni'lg any one 11ho v.ould l i sten th~ t 

t.h l a was 1< uangerous course to follow . 1;ow the 1.eutrals o r e out on "' 

1mb
1 

A LO 1¢1;, J 

l'.afty t e l ls me that he had never e oen DeValer a so depr e Jued • XAXxxi 

DeVAler a sai d I.hat he he.4 been t h inking 11 great deal over the a i tuatloh 

bu t co tld get no l i ght . l'afty told him tlu>t his way 'lould bu clear 

i f he app• i ed f or membership in the olub to wh i ch he na turally 

be longed r..nd to }Nifty ' ., <Jurpri ee d i d not. fly into '' r age • Il e said )l 

thtt i f only Irel and •.ere .ttackcd by ~eroany i t wo•1 l d simplify 

ihi ngs . It ia somethi nt I.hat th i s hH8 occurred to h i m at lon& l i.e t , 

HO''lEVER 
1 
I am not an opt i mi st about. the Pri me ~ ini eter • I th i n k h e 

needs d emonetrlit i on that h e 1sfn the s kids t o ohunge hie point or 

vi ew , I t~ink the besi thin5 we 011n do i s to let h i m severel y 



./ 

., ... 
hi .. 

a lone 1 i t be po 1ei bl e hnd le t him v.orlc out""" tlom l exietonoe 

on Pn l aol atlonl st bna l e wi thout oo- oper 11.tion 1 
i thout , iving or 

c sl<int for friendRhi p • I have two &>t.;;t atlona of •. hlch you. Ma. ~ 

e.o">rove or d i sapprove , 'Ch11 first l e rlecl are ''" emburgo on petrolewn 

products to all eastern hemplspher e countri es not ou 1t ... end L.,f,ee 
neut r ul 

be.eisj tho second l s to ieeue WI order t hat unbrned~shipe ma. not 

tr11ve l i u Al!le rioan conv oys A mo~th or qix ·:eeks ufter t he 

petroleum order1 let a oerta l n anount of__g~~olene oome 
~url<ed 
thro llt'11' f or 

~ 
, ~ ..... c;-.:;.~ 

the ? i ah a rmy 1but no k&r/osine or d iesel 011 i . I suspect tho 

13'1· 1 ti sh a r e p1·e parint the si tuation for &.n emb11.rc:o or1 ooa l. If 

t hese two thlnee csn be done without &.ppe~rlne to be coercive 

111easu res I would ant loipate ev1i ft r e,1ul ts . Ireland f orbids the export 

of but ter
1 

e,ges 
1 
b' oon , everythin t t hat she ne~ds for .lr i eh peopl e 

~M..,._ct 

who a re noi,,_rat ionqd • I t~lnk the British are ~oobe not to 

adopt t he same policy. "'hy shoul d ooi. l be r at i oned i n Britain ~rt 

exported to Ei :·., 1 or "hY should gasoline thu t · e need be s ent 

to 'ir e'. I t l s nor coercion; it i e simpl e Jue.lee. One of the 

meani e r t a nd mos t i rrlta t i ne tact i cs of thi s 1r i sh Government 

is to ooncee.l f r om the people thht thei r shi ps travel i n ~ri t i sh 

convoys( t he orewe .vi ll not t r a vel otherwis e) , nor will the; 

a llow t heir Ships to be armed . fhey depend entire":.lY upon pri tieh 

and no1" .-<1:1eri oan proteo Uon but will not Sil! " t h ... nl< you" 

" ere l s a me tter which I t in , you wi1l ant to h11.ve tb.l<en 

oare of ~ .\B I hu.v1 expl a ined to you and the Deprtmcnt the ~rHish 

mili thry &.uthor i t i es i n Ul ter huv~ establis hed ~ s eoret but very 

cor d i a le entente with t ho venerlil Stb f in Eire l t. re1;1;ll. UlllOWHll ;. 

t o ate ff tal k!! a nd e pl an of lie.eon . riov· i f • e ge t i. oomnu .. n i nt; 

Srfi e 1 ... 11 ,ei dO 
i oor i n r orthern ... r eh.nd who wants to brush th 9 



/r 
/ it il l be a 1·rea 

3 . 
' -..-..t"--• 

pl ty . H should be developed as f ar be: ond 

,.._./ where i t ie now 1u1 1 pooaible . he r e ahoald be t1. s e rv i oe of 

r1n1.l ent J 
.(l inaon o• fi c e r e, one .. or every ~ tovm ..nd countr y i n eoutl.e rn 

I r e l an d who in c s e of " ermi.n l n v&.aion wi ll be on hi.nd to 

hel p t.r .unge b i llet s , 1ivef informi.tion &Jl<1 i niroductl one t o 

the l oo al uthorii i e s . I put u.p t1. rov w1 ill ••.,.f e~ i ns i a i111t:. on 

something of th i s sor t i n case we sen t t r oops to Pl nter ~ut 

h ov. f11 r the plan v lS worked out I hi:.ve never 1"ound out . !f it i1:1 

possible i t seems 

be r .neferred to 

t hat t h e l i a e on staff or Bri t ish offioe r a out.ht to 
Q.X" ~ •• ' r ,,. t.:........ • 

.r1erioan P.e 1dquarter a Lnd c •·r:i on . If 1 a o L t. 

non- cooper ut i n . .rneri c1>n " "ner l\l in c o ,m&.nd it may m1>.~1;t1. l oL of 

trouhl e as the s l tuat i on us :vou know i • very d6licute . ,,e mi ; h t 

as well ~·1oe the fflct t hr•t the chance of .mer ioen ~roops eetLi r 

i nto troubl e wHh the I r i sh civ111 ~r> pop.1l i.t l on l s much re11ter 

tnan th1 t o!' 3ri tiah troope t'or t he i r i s!> are uaed to ;,1'1 t i sh 

~roopa anti get on 1th •,hem . he r e fore I thi.. K yo.,, will •ant me 

to be not ified ~s soon d& possiol e before our tukl r& over or tho 

:•orthe1·n Comm11.nd so th•1t f i r s t I can m1 Ice 11 courtesy i..nnounc em•rnt 

ol' t h e fe.ot t o J eVa l er a and second so thlit we c"'n l11y the tour. " 1 t) 

f or keep i nc; on a nd i mprovi n.; the secr et lie.eon betv.een .he tY'O 
OUI' I 

co·unande. I hl've lrelidy i nstructed xu .. ili t11ry ttuoh e to 

do the "P'<da v ark t • ixY prep11r11i.or~· to a close l i .. eon , i.e i s 

Lieut. Col. John l!e;,rnol da
1
11arva r d 'J7 , li very intelllgen~ unCl 

nioe fell ow • He promioes Lo do a eood job . 

eant.1me l am tr~r l ne: to k ep everythint ue plei>eant Md Jolly ne 

pol'Je t ble thour h pol nti 111 out the pro111d>1l i t. of emb reo a 01 moat. 

commodi lee oi- oo.1J1tries not on the .., n1 Le Re J'T'1or1t; l 1et . 

Tuice ~are of ourse lf 
I -



THE WH I TE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

Febr uary 27 , 1942 • 

• \C:MOH;1N Dllli FOR 

G1~;:<'RAL 1.:ARSllALL: 

Thi s 1s a per sonal le t t er 

to me f l'O .: t ho Amf: r i c r.n '....1n1s t £r 1.11 

/Jublir. -- Davi d Gra y -- who happens 

to be my wife' s uncle-in-law. He 

has done exceed i ngly wel l th«:r e and 

I think you anc pos s iuly t he Combined 

St affs may c~ re to consider t his . 

F . L. R. 

Letter f r om David Gray to FDR 2/ 16/ 42 
re trrops i n I r el ano and need for more . 



TME UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Uarch 2, 1942 

MY dear !Jr , Pres ident: 

I have taken up wi th Oeneral Marshall t he sug­
gestion made by David Gray as to the es tablishment or 
a close liaison between the United States Coll1!Dander in 
Northern Ireland and the Commanding Officer in .:.i re . 

I have received today a letter from General r:arahall 
da ted February 27 of which I enclose a copy for your 
ini"orma tion . 

From what General carahall writes I believe that 
ihe arrangement ouggeated by David Gray will now be com­
pleted in a satisfactory way . 

Believe me 

Enclosure . 

The President, 

The 'I/hi te House • 
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O:OPY 

SECRET 

f/AR OEl'ART!!EllT 
OPPICE OP THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

1·111SHillOTON 

FEB 27 1942 
The Honorable 

The Unde r Secre tary of State . 

:ly dear l!r . Secretary : 

Thank you for your note of the 2:5d wl th i t:i inclosure from t,.e Amor ican IJ1n1s ter 1n Ireland . 

The in ten t of tho t.!inis ter ' s proposal is not en tlrely clear, due perhaps to his use of the term "American Hi eh Command" which, in the British Ides , ls locate d in London . I am of tho opinion, however , that the t11nlster•a 9roposal involves a ~ri tl:ih liaison group at ~he Headquarters of the United States Army Commander in Nor th Ireland with Amerlcan Liaison officers in Dublin . Assuming tha t the Minister' s sugees Lion l nvol ves only practicable methods for maintaining liaison between the u.s . Commanding oen­e l'Ell i n Horth Ireland Etnd the Government in Eir e , I sh:mld think that the problem would not prove too dif­ficult of solution . 

I shall co!!ll"lunicate at once wttb General Chaney , in London , to prepare for the esta blishment of neces sary liai son between the United St a tes Comnander in North Ireland and the Connandlne Officer of the ~rlsh Army in Elre , consulting wt!;h the American 1Jln1ster as to de sir­able methods. 

Faithfully yours , 

o. c . 
Chief 

!!ARSH/ILL 
of Staf!' 

,...lln 0. Rooaevelt Llllrarr, 
DFCLA~~IFIED : 
DJO &111. 5200.9 ( 9/27/~I)' 
Date- ~- 1y , ) fJ 

Siena ture- ~ II() 
••• 
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Dublin, 1.:arch 24, 1942 . 

I am asking Mr . Welles to cal l your attention to a 

report that I am sending in this mail on "The Inva s ion 

and Defence of Ireland . " 

I am pretty sure that you a lready entertain , " in 

principle" at l east, the views set for th i n it, and 

tha t Ireland is at present defenceless , not because you 

do not realize tha t it is defenceless , but because you 

haven ' t the s tuff a t present t o put in here . However, 

we are taking a dangerous chance , considering the 

probable consequences of successful Cennan occupation of 

the island and I should deser ve to be shot if I d idn ' t 

do ~Y best to emphasize it . '.'le don ' t want American 

t r oops involved in any Dunkirk or Singapor e epi sode . 

If you don ' t get time your self to read the r eport , the 

main points are t hese : 

1. An adequat e a ir-borne Carman invasion of Eire 

might reasonably be expected to occupy Southern Ireland 

i n two or three days without serious opposition . 

2. 
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2. It is admi tted by the British Admiralty that a 

surprise, sea- borne eltJ)editionery force of from three to 

five divi sions with a lucky break of weather might r eason­

ably be expected t o make successful landi ngs . 

J. Once established with Irish a ir bases , a ir um­

brella protection could be given to convoys Of supplies 

and reinforcement s . 

4 . Conceding these assumptions , Northern Ireland 

becomes untenable with the f orces at present sta t ioned 

there . 

5. With enemy occupation of the whole island , t he 

blockade of Britain becomes ef fective and Britain is 

elimina ted . Va rious facts t o be bor ne i n mind are : 

(a) The Irish Army lacks t anks, art illery, 
air force , and so has no protection against ai r 
at t a ck and di ve- bombing; 

(b) The south of Ireland is beyond the ef­
fective r ange of short-range f i ghter s based on 
Nor thern I r eland or on Britain ; 

( c) It is estimated that i t will t ake 
armored units based in Northern Ireland three 
days to Ret into a cti on i n t he Foynes and Cor k 
areas, where initial German ef for ts would 
probably be made; 

(d) I t is estimated that armored rein­
f orcements from Britain, if they coul d be 
spared, would require three weeks before 
getting into a ction in southern Irel and. 

This i s t he perfect set- up for di saster. The Br itish 

militar y mind Ins assumed that if Hitl er att acks , t he main 

effort wil l be made ageinst Br itain . The 11 ttack on 

Ireland 
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Ireland will be only a d i version. This is crazy . If 

the diversion succeeds there need be no main attack . 

Br i t ain is kaput. The s t ake which Hitler stands to 

l ose i s a few thousand airplanes and two or three 

hundred t housand men. If he has enough airpla nes 

this time he can put it over with things as t hey e re 

here. The English t ell me that if he bed t hrown in 

only three or four hundr ed more bombers into the 

Battl e of Britain, he would have won, because t he R. A. F . 

f i ghter s were done in with fatigue . You know better 

than I do, of course, how much the Russian mauling is 

t aking out of the German ai r force, but it is unlikely 

that t hey could not accumulate adequat e reserves fo r 

an adventurft t hat promises such conclusive results . 

If you read the report you will see t ha t i t was 

written not only for you, but for I rish conswnpt ion . 

I put the objections , technical and pol itical , to arm­

ing Eire as bluntly e s I could and read it to t he ~inis­

ter of Defence and his Chief of Staff a skine for"oon­

struct ive suggestions ." They asked to keep it over 

night, as I hoped they would , and showed it to de 

Valera . They brought it beck with protestations of 

gr ati t ude . This must mean that they are getting 

worried. I had expected a gcod deal of i ndignation . 

I t hink more t han ever t hat we ought to let them shi ft 

for t hemselves economically, t hough whether the British 

will 
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will oonsent t o t ha t i s doubtful . The Engli sh never 
stick to any I rish polioy. Somebody wonts to sell 
something and policy goes out the window. 
Dillon said exactly t his to ce yesterday. 

Jamee 

He said, 
let the English choose . Let them p ive us 95% or 
ever ything they have and deny themselves to 5~ , or let 
them keep wbet they need and make us f ind out what tbe 
fac ts of neutrality and self- suf f iciency really are . 
Eith er policy l!li ght work, but half or one and half of .. t he other is i diocy . 

By the way, his outspoken advooacy or war and an 
American alliance a f ew weeks ogo and t he acceptance 
or his resirnation by Cosgrave f rom the Port y , i cstead 
or killing him es the ·de Valera people predicted , is 
mat:ix:.g him. His O\m consti tuent s hove endorsed hi m 
a hundred per cent in a county meet ing l as t Sunday. 
Two days before , he hed e tremendous succes s speekine; 
at a biR meeting of a students' debating society of t he 
National University. A claque started out to boo him 
and he i><>t them all eati ng out or his hand . Ho says 
the madness or de Valer a is beginninp to be round out , 
thoU£:h most people want to stay out if they can end or e 
terrifiod of being bombed . 

The reply I would like to my r equest for "token 
ams" for the Irish Army would be f our or five fiFhter 
planes, preferably transferred by our forces in the 

Nort!l 
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North 11s soon 8s possible nnd such odds nnd ends es 

IT' 1i:-ht be sp!lrcd . Acco::ipnnyinr th1:: f'.Clltt.;.re, I would 

like t o bo lm1tructed to inform the Irioh Covernr..ent 

that the sltut>tlon was rel".<\rdod ns so sorlous that f r om 

a mllitn1·y point of view it was impoi<oible to share 

responsibility for I r ish defonco with n !1t11te thnt 

would m11ke no cooper ative enr11rorr.ents; t.hnt in view 

of t.he pressinl' need for arms by cor.ibatrnt. units , i t 

Wl'.l8 undeolr'lble to freeze any llr'"-'IM('nt Of lnportance 

whore it could be used a~alnst the one~y only under 

certain circwnatences end condit.ions . 

I think 1f you gave them somo "P'ood- wtll" nrms you 

could toke book the two ships whloh you lot them charter 

under plea of emer!l;ency needs nnd tnin by it . Dut 

whether you con ti ve me " token orn.s" or not , please 

direct that I ret soce answer withi n n rensoneble time . 

I cnn m11ke use of any answer . 



Apr U 91 114~ . 

~ho1E -r• r'•l c~ntr tiut• n1 and 
t hope 7ou •11- continue . lt lt r~ 111 
....,&1.nc •bout .k.rD. ) lct.c .ur. 1 11r• and 
11.o<ed the ol~ ~•r-t..or l-ut. tr '• ly, l c_._n ot. 
r <.bc:r ••· r ri.•!.l.l..> co~ .ra. Plt tchcr . 

I r .• iner 11 • "'"' r th ....,cot of 
tr"t1~ !h~s~ c.-..~:c. f • n1 • • a..cv•ctt fr'<* 

f r 1ctx1• WtK> ar sttL. ft..ire . 

JI nor tll• t·•vit. Or •Y, 
A~'r!c..n Loc~t:u~, 
lut.11..n , lrelt.nd . far/.;g:t 

OJ 



FebrW<ry 15 , 1942, 

l.ly dear Franklin : When we fi rs t owne to Irel and o.nd eonled oureelve~ 

among the SomerTillee we met a Miss §eraldine Cummine, One of her· 

bro thers was a l eadi ng surgeon in Cork, a sister wae a prominent 

woman' s dootor and another sister a ohemiet , She herself had played 

hookey tor the All Ireland woaan's t eam • At the time we oame to 

Ireland !!he had beoome one ot the two moat noted writing mediums 

in Europe, Over a million words had oome through her supernormally 

whioh subsequently were publ ished in a series of ~ooks purporting 

to describe the lite and ministry of St , Paul to the time ot hie 

death. It made very good i·eading , had style and to eay the least 

mieht very easi ly have been the report of a oontemporary. It wae 

transmitted sometimes at the rate ot twelve or fifteen hundred 

words an hour and the eubJeot ~a• one in whioh M1se Cwnmine had no 

interest and of whioh she had no knowledge, When we were spending 

a week end with the SomerTilles over a year a go we met Mies Cummins 

again and I had a priTate sitting with her at whioh some Tery 

interesting thimge deTeloped. Subsequently ebe baa been twioe in 

Dublin and we have had sittings a t the last t wo ot whiob her Guide 

Astor wr ote that there wae s ome one •••••• who ·· C' t would not 
~-

give her ~e , who wished to speak to me . She was an old lady who 

said t hat her son .,as the moat important ma~ i n the r.orld. This was 

Just after your mothers death. I am oopying out ot the reoord 

the passages t hat r e late to the two messages purporting t o come from 

• 

• 
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•er • There al110 oame a oommunioation pw•po:r-t ing to be from T. R. 

whioh I am &1110 sending OD • There baa been quite a good deal 

purpor t i ng to be from Ar thur Balfour givi ng advioe about I re land A::> 

moat of i t eeeme prett y 11ound. He eays he i e no prophet but in 

hie l aat meaaage several months ago, some time before the Rusaiane 

began their winter ~ffeneive spoke of the poaeibility of their 

reaoting and thr usting the ~ermana baok. But he saye he i e DO ~ 

prophet and proff ers hie advioe only for what it may be worth addi ng 

that whatever i s given f r eely i s apt not to be worth muoh, There 

is n ourious ohange in handwriting eaoh time a new oommunioator 

comes in • The T. R. one i s quit• suggestive of hie writing and 110 

i s my f ather'• , I know you have an open mind i n r egard to condi t ions 

after death and as regards oommunioation Just ae I have so I am s end­

i ng you these exoerpta • How evidential your mother>answer to my 

ques tion may be i s open to question but it certai nly baa some 

weight as I knew nothing about that episode. One curious thi ng turned 

up ; Bal.four said that there was beside the I,R,A, an organization 

of lrieh Qu i s ling i ntelleotuals opposed to the Government and 

ready to take over from the eerman11 with a ~uialing Government , 

I had never hea rd. anything l i ke this mentioned but I told Cosgrave 

one night when I sat next him at the Nunoio' a at dinner that I had 

been tipped off about i t and he said that this bore out his secret 

information and he mentioned the two names that Balfour mentioned, 

Later I oheoked it in the eame way with the vioe Premier 0 11'ell7 
it;... "' ~ ' "'-'-"' > '""""'- -·· 11~' • 

and got the same answer Thie ie hard to acoount for except a u a 

euper:bormal 
someday I'll 

phenomi non. 
show you the 

Well here they are for what t hey are worth 
Mas. and the whole fil e, Aft 

~ ..,. -

I 

• 



Pru ant 
!o• .. b•r 7, 1941. o.s. Location Dubl1JI 

, Goro.l41n• c. and D. G. 

!II• writing r oa4e: 
Aetor ia here, Your people an orow4!.Jlg rowid m4 I am tr7ing to eort 

th ... It eeo•• that 1our O'tl'D tathor and •other are hero, a yoWlg woman 
and an old rather poeitiYe la41, Sarah R. - oho wont gi•e •• her 
e\U"ll .. t b1oau11 wo h&•tn't botn introduo•d. She wante to •P•ak ot ber 
•on to you. Sbo ii worrying about bi a health an4 alul oayo th1e ion 11 
the moot important ...,, in the world to4ay. Now r t a4- but A. a. will wa 
want to writ• a poeteoript. 
Sara -- Ob Da•i4 thie ie tint. I h&•• been waiting roun4 tor week• 

to speak to you about my bo7. I won't gi•• my naae aa tbie la4y muat 
not lcnow. But ht ie working tar too bar4 at preeent. Can any one 
1n4uoe him to la., ott- r elaxT I 4on•t ~ant the other people to lcnow 
bo ia under etrain but it 1ou oan 4o eomttbing in tho aatttr I ehall 
bl oblill'l4• I ai....,a wont straight to ., point when I wae witb 
tr1ende. Ky bo7 will baTe to mate an important 4ooi•ion la tbo 
next two montbe ( Thia waa NoT. 7- D.(),) I want h1a to throw down 
tbo gauntlet, You oan eay an ol4 woaan like •• should not epoalt about 
euoh thinge but 1hat I do••• ie 4ittioultiea in labour world i n our 
ooun t 17 eo my boy mue t let no one know before hand and spring hie 
surprise on the world. I made 

Jow you might lite to know bow I am getting on einoo my 
ourtay t o death. It'• been good to get a reet. I waa lifted without 
pain right out ot 1117 old bod7 and l floated away like a eoap bubble, 
I aaw ., bo7 aa4 about •e and I wae furious witb hi• tor it an4 7et 
I loTed him tor it but if be will belieTt I oan poet bia poethumoua 
l•ttora. Do toll him I am ao h&pp7 and at hoze oTer here I wouldn't 
go baot to that ptagu17 ino1nerator or a world tor ~ youth, lo• • 
or an7tb1ng •let. I want my boy to be ob11rtul about ••, think ot 
•• a t the brigbteet tiae ot Ill)' whole lit• and that wouldn't ttl l him 
a quarter of '"'I bapp1Jleaa. Sow the old lady won't go on boring you 
but l et me ooae again. Youra al•aY• Sarah R, onoa D. • 

NoTembor 8 . 1941 U. S. Ltgetion Dubl in, • 
Preeont G.C . and D. G. 

Aator oo•ee. Your f ather ia anxioua you ahould speak to A.B. but ~ 
the two ladiea who were her • 1e1ter4a7 ( tho aeaond wae Titin1 Hitoh­
ooot who waa loat in the ~oh&wt. ) aay \.hoy had other thinga to •81 • 
and th•J wtron' t por.ithd beoaua1 l hurried th•• a,a7. Sball I lot 

Iara eay a tow word• and then oall A.B. 
D, (). Pleaao 4o.D. (), th•D aeked her it ehe oould g1Te e•idtnoe 

ot iden t1t7. 
Sara R. -- Yoe DaYid 1 boar you ta lntly troa tbe d1st anot . llY ol4 mind 

h&a many •tmoriea but they ar• ratbtr like an unti4y •koin ot wool, 
knotted and tangled at present. L•t •• ••• · Yea , thi1 I don•t think 
would be known to you. It ie rather intimate and i a ot i•portruioo, 
P.D. R. geTe •• a •try bad time at the b t ginning ot 1882, the worat be 
eTtr ga•o mt and I aaid to laaea a1 l oall1d him then I ah&ll no•er 
h•T• anotber. I oouldn't go throU8b with it &&&in 10 r . D. will haT• 
to be ••r1 remarkable to mate up tor the otb•re. 

Theh again there wa1 a r 1all7 bad time tor •• ot mental anx1et1 
when F .D. R. wa1 10 bad atter the laet war. It waa in '21 when he 

wa1 •truot 4o ...,__ •o ill 
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and I thought all my bopea for th• moat wonderful man in the wor l d 
are going to oome to nothing. That time oame aeoond for me in my 

lite aa a real night mare. Ob I Jcnow I did not seem •• ooneerned 
aa all tbat but it waa F.D.R, that had auoh a grand spirit and lifted 
me out of myself with the oourage he showed, Ob by t he way do te l l 
him not to neglect hie exeroiaea. It i s very i mportant and now I am 
being hustled, ?Pleaae give thia one aeseage to F.D.R •• He Will 
u.oderstand it even if you don't.Say " I keep looking forward" , Come 
and if he aaka " Whither Bou.ad"? Sa7, " I have gone on to aearoh 
for a -...X plaoe to make a home for the Happy Warrior when hie 
work and hie lite ia ended. J.aeure him that he will be the Happy 
Warrior tor he will have pulled of f the impoaaible with hie own 
faith and oourage. He will have t he viotory over a ll t he baokbitera 
and ra11oal11 and then he will oome home to me, That is all. Thank 
you David, from ~arah R, nee D. 
There followed t his rrom • 11 J., B, " 

Cooo. eveni r.,;; Cray . If I ma.y call you De.vii I shall be pleased, 
I wae listening to your talk wi t h that you.og r iahman Just now (I 
presume this refers to Dillon wbo lunohed with us) He'e a clever tella'..r 
You oan trus t him but t here are otbera you muat not trust. I saw a 
man here , dark wi t h a strong taoe in the last six months. Some name 
like Walsh. Ia there a Joe Walsh ?( Joe Walshe is the permanet 
secretary of External Affairs.) Re from what I oan see is hand and 
glove with t he ~erman Minister, He and his Col league Dr, Murphy, • 
( This might be Sean ~urphy lrieh Minister to Franos, He avoided me 
rather pointedly when he was here on vacation in the summer.) If you 
meet those two again l ay false tracks tor them. Never let them know 
t he slightest inkling of your real intent ions. The organization of 
the Fifth Colwnnista in this country is now oomplete. Walsh is a 
l eading ~uieling. There are two divisions in this column the I,R,J., 
who are not in the inner oou.ooil but who stand asi de waiting ter1•k• 
•~z to be used b~ Hi tler when the time oomea to s trike, Second 
divieion ,the Intellectuals co-ordinated with the people of German 
nationality scattered through the oountry, some holding key positions ~ 
Ot thi e group the auhthorities know praotioall¥ nothing, But from ._ 
among them oome the men who will make a Ritler s Quisling oabinet it " 
there is ever one, ~ 

Bow ae to the s igns of the times. Well , my mother used to say, 
" Time means the reversal of all Judgment. The invasion of I reland 
was timed tor last September but Rusaia stopped that. It is now ~ 
timed for t he spring. That ia t he plan I see that was hatohed at 
Bereeohgarten, I am no prophet • I merely oan see i nto t he minds 
ot certain leaders, I presume you cannot change t he attitude of 
the u. s .A government. If only your people would oooupy the island 
before the blow falls- ruin 1 death anddlaa eter of a very horrible 
kind would be averted, I don t eay i t will fall for oiroumstanoea 
may yet eave this poor ignorant pVopli":'"'1rut H. Q. have planned the oou 
coup tor next spring. I believe De alera will go down on his kneee 
and thank God it zU.S.A. takes forcible poeeesaion of this country 
There will be no r eietenoe only welcome and i t will be a sound • 
etrategio stroke in the war, .A.re the allies &lwaye going to be late 
in moving. That ie what you have got to ask •aehington • 

.) ~lr_ 4..~r>~ r{ u. ..... (.. ­. \.) \ 
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le ~beo4ore there. 

Utor *lee . • 

'' 'f I 

Theordore R, t h!• ie a now sa.m• to 111. DriYin~ a pen. 

I h.aTe often eeon you nt wbat ""• my ottioiRl bouae and now you 

are eitting in n toy pooition on t ho bo t~• .. • ot Europe. I want to 

t oll you tht.t I think l'n.nl:li11 ... 111 hold. t ho lepe tor a while: at 
;c 

unyrate floo.o OW' oow:!.17' 3 ~c!_nt ot .. 1 ... I ••• no 1-e41ate 

•~ed4on !Or .1'"""8 ."J:lorioa, vOHlbly llOt &\ &.ll. Bllt ..ti&\ ii 

Ole~ 18 ""'OriOU Will b~ t h!lldng of W\Ot her • OT•ent i n !\U'Ope, 

'{QU bo l'l:..d:f Ol" go\. ~in~ r eaAy for that, It Hlaa &a it l!u.ae1& 5ete 

ho:r toeo in wid JU t lar uy ~u.tn l ib a :rat in a trap and start 

b1Hn;; lo I.ho ":o~t . So " ' ••• it . I mean tne oeeil ot a " eurn ott~ 
oi ve i r. lti a .. 111d • .::o ahead then 

'-11·• r.utbr oi Un. But bop baok 

, bui ld up oontidonoe wi t h tb~0 
~~'1:0. 1'-

y ou.r ehoL tor the ~D~ • 

Arly cf!ore mad e now s hould be priTBt.17 to b.111. For there i• l•ll.l:.ac• 

in Ilia LOYor11111nt. l hor e 1• 1D<loed •t l eae t on• it not two h•o~ • 
friend• of t h• Conoan mi nia t er u. s . •. they aight e&aily 1pill the ....., 

bo ns e t oo oarly .. bout any x·onowed otter on our part. But lle '' uloro. 19 i.­

likel y t o k••i• bie own oowiool. He ii ln hie heart anxioue to t11p 

1n with tho alliH oo be t :r!e11<UJ' to h11 oabinet oui; ltlep t h• esaontl.,. 

~o•ee oonctntrated on J eValer•. 

And no ~ air , tho 1~41•• · 

i:heodoro 

It would oeem that the huckstering trienila of t ho aorman M1 n1eter 
U. S.A. muat be in your government. Four days after thi s oommun1oat1on 
the Jape at taoke4 Pearl Harbor. They had T. R. tooled. I auopeot that 
if theee oommunioations come throush pre t t y much aa given our 
tr1ende on the other eide don ' t know very muoh more than they 4i4 
on thia aid e. 
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Maroh 16t h , 1942, 

My dear Franklin : Mies Geral dine Cummins wae in Dublin the 

o)her day. Maude asked her out to tea and we had a ei t t ing, 

Al' l a 11t something really evidential happened • Astor the oontr ol 

said that among others who wis ed to speak was an old l ady , recent~ 

ly dead who said her name was Fletcher from Florida. She gaTe 

her name as Anna Louise or Louisa Fletcher, aat~zll)mzx and ment1ol-
n • 

t.J... Jaokson ville-town. I said ~ oan she identify herself, Then followed 

thie: " I hear her say that her fami l y were well known, Her hus ­

band was a mayor and senator, Yayor of Jaokeonville in Florida• 

she says. She add11, t hat she bel ieved in oommunion between the two 

worlds and that ainoe she reoently pass ed she wants to get through 

to proTe she is aliTe. She knows your people by eight, your wiff. 

l he saysJ that her husband the s enator was for a long time in 

politi cs and sh e a sks you to remember she was more than eight y 

when ehe died but was put down as eighty by her relations a s she 

was in the habi t of eubtraoting f rom her age ,• 

Of oourse Geraldine Cummin11 never heard of the Fletohers or even 

of Jaoksonville,FLA. I never knew them nor did Maude , I neTer 

knew Fletcher had been liayor of Jaoksonville. I probabably did 

know that he was dead but not that his wife was. I did not even 

know t hat he wae married. l'lho' s l'fho giTes her name oorreotly 

as Anna Louiee ( J aine of Jaok11onville) • It eaye she was married 

in 1883 . If ehe wae twenty then and baa Juet died she would hav e 
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have been s eventy nine and no t over eighty but it she had been 

mor e than twenty one when she was married ehe would have been 

over ei ghty , I shall write one ot her sisters and tind out 

when she was born,or possibly Jaokeonville~ mi ght have kept 

vital et atistios as tar baok ae that , Anyway this personality 

intrudes and givee oorreotly her maiden name and other data whioh 
been 

! oould not possibly have~Jcnown by the peyohio and whioh I did not 

know. This is bard to laugh o ft. I enoloee a transoript ot the 

writi ng tor what it i s worth • I get a few bouquets which might 

~ f\or1g1nat ed in my own euboonscioue but the sp.. culation suggested 

by A.B. and T. R. as to the views ot the 9erman High Command 

about Devalera and Eire was a surprise to me , You will know 

whether Dev ever asked 1If.Y recall or not • I know ot cours e tha t 

he wanted to but whther he did or not I do not know. 

Assuming these comments do oome from friends who have pa s sed 

on I think they should be t r eated exaotly ae advioe from f r i ends 

who Ill'• still here. 

~aude s ends her beet . Take oare ot yourself , 

Att 
~· 

That wae a dear l i ttle letter you sent us a t ew weeks ago . It 
• 

bucked us both up no end . I am having Frank Atken and Sean T. 

o•ic.11ey with other government people to meet Harold Nio~olson 

a t dinner t onight , I hope we oan bait Aiken on the censorship 

and get some aotion. 



Mn roh 12 1942, Dublin, msa Cu.mmine and o.o. 
. Aetor oomee- - There i a a orowd here today, It i e a e i f t hey had 

been wa1 t1n4, l!eUdes, DaTid your father and Outhri• ,there 18 
A, B, and &leo \wo 'llho died reoently , your fri end Camero~ and an 
old lady who ea7s you ar e r roia ~ etate, Florida, She gi TU name 
ot Fletoher , Anna Louis a and Jaokeon town ville. But Caceron and 
the othere s eem to be str onger. I oan also see Theodore •ho t alks 
ot Eleanor, Whom ot all theee shall I oall? 

Q. Ask l.lre . Flotoher if she oan identi ty hers elf, 
I hear her say that her fami ly were well known . Her hu.eband was a 
mayor and a s enator, Mayor o! JaoksonTills i n Fl orida• She says • 
She adds tha t she belieTes in oommu.n ion betvieen the two worlds 
and t hat einoe she reoontly passed s he wants to get through to ~ 
proTe she ie al iTe, She Jcnowa your peopl e by s i ght, your wife 
she saye; That her husband the sena t or was !or a long t ime in 
politoe and she asks you to remeiaber she was more than eighty when 
she di ed but was put down ae eighty by her rela t ions as she wsa 
in the habi t or eubtraoting from her age. 

C&11eron - ----- Yy dear DaTid: May l s eize the opportuni ty t o 
giTe you my good newe. Out of great unhappiness ot mind I passed 
into perfeot peaoe and happiness. Tell lolaude that I am a t home i n 
another Dr ieha.ne over here and that I l ook forward to a distant 
t ime when we shall have walks toge ther again, I am rol i eTed i n min~ 
now that 1 aeo ~osmond is managing !or ~dith. You see when I knew 
that I was going I waa very unhappy abou t her tutu.re but now I 
Jcnow all i s well. Boyle nod Aylmer a re with me. I won' t keep 
you. now. Boyle eaya,Ood Spoed you in yo tr exaeporat in& work, 
He feels that you will get t hrough with oolou.re !lying, Su.t I am 
rest i ng and out of touoh with world affairs. LO T• ~o I.lauds and to 
you. -- Cameron. 

Q Ask A, B. and Theodore if they haTo any advioe or ooooent , 
As tor. I shall oall A. B. 

A. B. ~y dear Compatriot: We, Theodore and I f eel that you should 
oontinue on the s ame lines , You haTe to wait t or a li t tle but 
I haTo one rather interesting pi ooe o! information. Though v.e are 
DO prophet• we oan see into oortain of the minds of men, The 
Gormun~ ap6(e in this oountry have conveyed t o the 'Serman author­
ities tho inf ormation that some l i ttle time ago Fi il'nna fai l party 
officials i n the inner circle urged an agreement wi th t hJI U. S. A. 
the handing over of our baeee in June and i t i e held in ~erman 
H Q that/ here haTe been negotiationo to this o!t eot and that on 
~~Ddition of delivery or euppl i ee DeValera will oome in wiih 
u 5 A or ie inolined to do 80, The verman minister has there ore 
b~e~ direoted to put on the peyoho~~~i::!.:~r~:v~:r!~!·:::~ i s l:X 
again. It e eeae therero~ed~!;:t ~~. moment ho i s prepared to throw 
like a see -saw • up an • lit side and anot~er he i8 
hi e weight onoe moredin:o ~~e ~:~t~awie! and honourable thing for 
r eady to go ahead an U So A ;ou. have been ve ry useful beoaus e you 
his oountry, aooopt • • • av now maerely to b~ ne helpful 
were eo blunt in t he past. You. h 1:1e The faot that oVnlera 
and 8Ull'ft when approached ae poeeova1' r rom Eire waste highest 
aekod aome time ago tor your r em hie country has ever been 
compliment any American diplomat t" ~o t r ouble among the ci vilian 
paid• There i a undoubtedly going o ere are eign• of u.nreat i n the 
population eoon in thi s oountr)'i ~erefore ie a friendly attitude 
oolleotiTe mind. What we oo~eether• i s &llY d180Ul! liOn. Sudden 
but !1nan••• all t he tilll• w.en For there i 8 one eohool o! Ger-
deTelpmonte may l ead to a or1111. n offensiTe but the ieeue 
man thought atill f aTou.ri ng a weaterh to th• other eohool hold-
i a not yet ciuite dooided owln~e t~!~•~aiTO strength of t he .. eioh. 
ing that Rueoia r equire• all t pt that if Amer1oa doe ft oome -129 
We oan eoe DO more a t pr•~::ta~~::pt later in the year the ~ermana 
here this IW1llll•ra~~ :~:ruat i n t ho a i r beforehand, The y are almos t 
will make aft led They bel i e'fe that ~oValera i e now beginni ng t o too wall 1n orm• • 
double oroee them. I do not wlth to prevent your father f r om apeak-

ing • o I sha ll ol oae at onoe, A.B 
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D'.G, Give Guthrie my lo've and a'ak him 1! be will wait till next 
tille . 
Astor , Yes be is satisfied &nd sends his and all the beat, 

, 

• 



My dear Mr. Pres1dent : 

0£.PARTME.NT OF &TATE 
WA8HINOTON 

April 10. 1942 

I am encloslng tor yo...r 1nformat1on oop1•• ot cer­

ta1n confidential despatches from Mlnlat or Davld Gr&Y 

relating to the subjeeta of Invasion and Defence or 

Ireland, Anglo-American Economic Polley Toward Ireland, 

and Secret L1e1son Between Br1t1sh and Iri sh Aroiee. 1 

have also aen t e to Adin1ral K1ng and General Marshall . 

F 

Enclosure e ~ 

Despatchu• from Dubl1n . 
no. 317, with encl oeur ee; 
no. 319, with enclosure ; 
and no . 320. 

The Pres i dent J 

The White House . 
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I ' 11 tr drafi.d 4-8- 42 

The President 
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LIDATION OP TKE 

UNITED STATES or AMJl\ICA 

No. 317 Dubl1n, March 21, 19•2. 

SUBJtCT: ln•ae1on and Defence of Ireland. 

The Honorable 

81r: 

Tbe Secretary of State, 

Waeh1ngton. 

I ha•e the honor to forward herew1th ~ memorandum 

on the in•a1ion and defenoe of Ireland, toget her with 

the report on thia eubJeot prepared at my requeet by 

our Mllitary Attache, Lieutenant-Colonel John Reynolds, 

3-5/ and other paper1 relatiYt thereto. Lieutenant-Colonel 

Reynolda ti..1 forwarded copie1 of h1e report t o tbe 

Chief, Mllitary Intell i gence DiYi1ion, War Depart aent, 

Wa ahington, and to Y.aJor General Cti..ney at London. 

Perti..pe the moat di1qu1eting feature of the ex1et -

1ng 1ituation ie the circum1tanoe that those of ue who 

are here on the ground ha•• been 10 elow i n appreciating 

the gra•it7 of the menace. Poea1bl7 thie ia 1n part due 

to the fact that Brit i ah opi nion, entirely Yitbout warrant, 

baa aaawoed tti..t 1f Hitler attempted an in•aaion of 

Britain, there would be a feint attack on Irel and, which 

could be repelled in our own time and at our own oon•en1enoe . 

8inoe 

•• 
1Fle 1 0 1972 

-~- ............ __ 
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Since enalogou e a11umptiona ha•• alre14.7 co1t !r1tlln 

such or ber colonl&-l esp1re , 1t ehoUld not b e relied 

upon. 

A1 r1gar41 a policy 1n ant1o1pat1on or attack, 

there ••••• to •• to be a cholc1 between two oour1e1~ 

l. To obtain poe1e111on ot &ll 4ea1rable 

1trat 1g1c polnt1 ln £ire at the e-.rlle1t po1-

1lbl 1 ao•tnt by the •oet praotlcabl1 m1an1; 

2. To sake t he beat ot an ada1tted.17 unta•or­

abla 11tuat1on bJ making auch oonc1111on1 or arc.a­

aent to the Ir11h Ar:ttJ •• =-~ 1nor1a11 1ta coral• 

and good-v111, without materially 1norea11ng 1t1 

etteotl•ene11 ln the e•ent that 1t were t o be uaed 

e.ga1n1t 1.t1. 

Tbt 1u.l.l amount 1 ot aatirlel which the Br1 t11h Araq 

ha•• rectntl1 tran1terred t o tbe Irl1b Ar•1 ba•e produced. 

ta•orable re1ult1 b17on4 reaeonable 1xp1ctat1on . A det1-

n1tel7 t r1 on417 ott1tude between tbo l!lgb ColUl8lldl ot 

Northern Ireland end Eire ba1 been tatabl1ehed. It would 

be d111rablt on our part, v1th aa l it tl e delay ae po111ble, 

to arrange the t ran1ter ot aome 1t1m1, howe•er 1ne1gn1!1-

~ant. It 1hould be clearly und1r1too4 t hat tbia recom­

•en4at1on 4011 not conte2pl•t• an1 aea1ur1 ot reduction 

or r11p0n11b111t7 t or the detenot ot Ireland. by Britain 

and our11l•11 . It 11 pur1l7 a pol1t1oal g11tur1 tor 

political end.1. In the light o·r recent t•enta, lt la 

obviou1 that, without an air force 1up1rlor t o that which 

'J/ tbe 1o .. d1ng t oroo could emplo7, • 4etenoo or Ireland b7 

I r11b '"111tor7 powor 11 untb1nkoblo, 

I call 
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I call attent1on to the co ....... n1cat1on addreeeed 

to e>e by Lieutenant General Mclenna, Chief or Starr 

or the Iriob Army, attached hereto. In the oonverea­

tion with him and the M1n1eter ror Defence, at the 

t1me ha dal1vered the oommun1oat1on to me , I made 1t 

pl a1n that hie euggeetion that 'Partition' be oon­

oidared ae a f actor in tho Ir1eh caoe could not be 

entertained. I pointed out that the att1tude or h1t 

Government toward the land1ng ot Amer1can troop• 1n 

Northern Ireland h ad coat the Iriah Government what-

ever a)'mpathy Aaerican aaJority opinion ma:r have 

cheriahed for the Irith viewpoint and that the aooner 

thst aspect ot t he situation was euppreeaed, the 

better for Ir1oh aecur1ty. 

Reepectfully yours, 

DAVID GRAY 

Encloeure1: 

l. Meaorandum entitled 1 Invaeion and Defence 
ot Ireland'. 

2. Report by Lt. Col. Reynolda, 1!1litary Attache. 
3. Copy ot communication trom Irish Chier or 

Starr , dated Marob 19, 1942. 
4. Copy of letter trom Lt, Col . Reynolde, 

March 9, 1942 . 
5. Copy of letter to Lt. Col. Reynold•, 

March ll , 1~42. 

820/824/710 
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Enclo1ure Ro. l to Deepatnh Ro. 317, dated March 21, 1942, 
From A8erican Legation. Dyblin. Ireland. 

ltllCORANDUIC 

IllVASION AND DEFENCE or IRELAND 

l. OONS~CJ:S OP' GERMAN OCCUPATION or IRELAND. 

It can hardly be disput ed t hat it the A.xi• eh ould 

eei~e and bold Ireland, the blockade of Great Britain will 

become ettecti•e and Britain will be forced to capitulate: 

(a) By reason or the closing or the Irieh channel; 

(b) By reaeon or the enemy use or Irish bases tor 

air attack on t h e western approachea; 

(c) By reaeon or the uae or Irish harbors on the 

1outh and west coast ae aubmarine basea, 

To defeat Britain, t baretore, i t ia unnece11ary 

tor Germany to invade Brita in, but only to occupy Ireland. 

2. EIRE DEFENCELESS 

lira, oomprialng three-rourtba or the territory 

ot Ireland, ia in effect detenceleaa. The Eire Go•ern­

ment baa only about 40,000 tirat line troops . It haa 

practically no tanke, no armored oars, no aircraft, It 

ha• inadequate artillery and tranaport, inadequate eup­

pliee or motor fuel and aaaunitlon. The defence of the 

leland, frca our Yiewpoint, muat therefore be auu.med by 

the United Raticna operating from Northern Ireland, 

3, PROBABILITY OP' GERMAN ATTACI 

The abo•e tacte are undoubtedly aa wel l known to 

the ~raan High Command aa to ua. Whate•er t he outcome, 

therefore, 
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thererore, or t he Ruaeian campaign, it ie probabl e that 

German1 i• preparing the mat,riel and peraonnel ror an 

invasion or Ireland. It is obviously her beat chance 

to dereat Britain. And it 1a reasonable to expect it 

at the earlieat date at which it can be prepared, in 

view or the growing aesletanoe being sent by America. 

4. ESTIMATED FOllER AND NATURE OF GER!l.All ATTACl 

Opinions confidential ly expreaaed to me by 

Britiah Alr Intelligence ofrioers indicate that Germany 

le accumulating rorm1dabla reserves or tranaport planes 

and gliders; that 1t le poaeible that an air-borne force 

or not leas than 200,000 picked men might be landed in 

E1re in a rev day a together with air-borne light tanke, 

light artillery and adequate munitions. Inaamuch as 

there are cattle and potato 1tocks on every Irish farm, 

th1a oona1derable force might count on living on the 

country for several veeke, 

I am informed confidentially t hat the Briti1h 

Admiralty conoedee the poee1bil1ty that with a lucky 

break o! weather the landing in the Cork - llextord area 

ot an &Jtia sea-borne expeditionary force o r fro m three 

to five divisions and armed transport ia entirely pos­

sible. 

The recent strategy and tactics employed by the 

Japane1e in their invaeion or the Philippine•, Mala1a, 

Java and Burma indicate the po11ibilit1 of protecting 

convoye by land-ba1ed plane1, The distance between 

Cherbourg and Cork is only ~le miles . Short range 

tighter• 
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tighter• baud on Breat and in aoutbern Ireland, eaoh 

patrolling halt the intarTen1ng area, aigbt reaeonabl.J' 

be counted upon to eetablieh a proteotiTe uabrella 

throughout the whole Toyage, The German fleet ia aTail­

abla tor ooDToy protection, aetting out either troa 1'ranoe 

or troa •orvay. It would be rub to ••euae that it the 

occupation ot Ireland ie undertaken, the Geraana will not 

eaploy the French fleet aleo. 

Landing• by air could be .. d• at alaoet any point in 

aouthern and aouthweetern Ireland without aarioua opposi­

tion. The Rynanna aerodrome near Foynee would at once 

giTe the enemy • large and well- equipped air baee in the 

1outhwe1t. ETery raoe-oouree and golf oouree, •• well 

•• aany large pa1ture1, prOTide .. ergenoy landing tielda, 

Conceding to the Iriab Ara7 • 107al resolution to oppo1e 

inTae1on tro• any quarter, it i• undeniable that it lack• 

the ar11&111ent tor etteotiTe re1i1tanoe. 

It auat be ae1umed that all the Irish center• ot 

population and oolllllunioation - Dublin, Cork, Liaeriok , 

Mullinger, Galway - as well aa the deteneiTe areae in 

lortbern Ireland, would be aubJeoted at the outeet to 

daaoraliz1ng boab1ng. It muet be •••wned alto that 

Brita.i n would be a1•ultaneoual7 threatened and Britiah 

toroea tied up tor ho•• detenoe. 

A for ce ot tro• • few hundred to a rev thouaand 

epaoially trained German air-borne troop•, •triking at 

Tulnerable oentara ot oo .. unioation and eatabli1hing 

tb .. ulTea i n aton.-bu1lt Yillage• and town• would be 

iapoaa1bla •P••d1l7 to dialod«• b7 an7 ••an• aTailable 

to the Iriab Ar•7· There auat alao be anticipated the 

DOY 



now well-known ttrategy or ll&king a large number or 

H))&l'ate landinge, thue contuaing the defence 0011111and 

and dividing detenoe toroea and rein1'orcing and •XJ>loit­

ing thoae nuolei whioh have been tuooeaetul in coneoli­

dating their potitiona. 

5 . DiJ'lllOI 1Ui:QUIREXENT8 

It require• ao apecial a1lltar1 knowledge to recog­

nize that condltiona auoh ae are eet forth above oan 

euooentul.11 be .. t onl1 b7 oppoeing the imader at all 

point• with a PRJ:PONDJ:RAJIOI ot air power and ar110r•d 

lend power. Thi• detence au1t be ea1antiall1 ott1n1ive 

in character, eaoh enea1 nucleue mutt be not onl1 en­

oiroltd and contained, but obliterated 1n the 1horteat 

poaeible t1ae. To attempt meral1 to hold Northern Ire­

land or Northern Ireland and a portion or eouthern Ire­

land, ae ha• been euggeated, thue perlll1tt1ng the Axil 

to eetablieh air, 1ea, and land baeee in lire, would be 

1uioidal. 

PRJ:PONDERA!fOI ot otteneive araored roroee and 

tiae are the obviou1 •eeential1 or the detenoe. The 

Irilh •ilitar)' expert• are or the opinion that, under 

the aoet favorable oondltiona, aotori&ed toroea 1n the 

north oould hardl1 operate in the Cork or ro1nee area• 

under th.re• da11. Moreover, oon4itiona doubtl••• would 

not be tavorable, aa road• and bridge• would be bombed. 

So tew atone bridge• in Ireland will oar17 aore than 

eia tone that tank t oro•• aa1t rel1 on engineer• and 

pontoon 1ervioe. It the Irieh t.lae tlgurea are accur­

ate, and I have no reaaon to doubt the•, the detendlng 

tcroee operating otten1ivel1 auet be proportionatel1 

greater, 
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greater, in order to oope vl th a.n ene•y vho bae had 

•Heral da7e in wb1oh to eetablieh hi•nlt. 

Eaphaei• hae been plaoed on tanka and •otorized 

intantr7 and art1ller7 ae eeeentlal meana ot defence, 

tor the reaaon that, without the pre-arranged coopera­

tion ot !ire in a combined detenoe, the defending alr 

power muat ineTitablJ operate at great dieadvantage. 

The aouthern areas moet available tor Ger11&11 attack and 

landinga are be7on4 the radiue ot abort range tighter 

planes baeed either in the Six Oountiee or in Britain. 

The7 are even be7ond the etteotiTe range ot such craft 

based in the Dublin area, aeauming that in the tirat 

twent7-tour -hours the Dublin air taoilitie• might be 

defended from the Ger11&ne and made available to air 

toroe• oo•ing down from the Six Counties. To operate 

•uoce•etull7 againet the areae in queetion and to pro­

tect bombere attaoking the invader in the areae in quee­

tion, ••ergenoy landing field• would be neceeaarr within 

50 or 60 •ilea or Oork and Foynee. A•euaing the poeei­

bility ot proTiding euob tielde, the problem or pre­

Tenting the Germane from eeizing them and holding them 

doee not appear poeeible ot eolution with the meane at 

preeent available to the Irish An17. 

It would aeem that no tewer than tive tank diTi­

e1one and tiTe motorized divieione with their tull 0011ple­

aente ot artillery would be the minimum toroe that could 

be expected to meet euoh an attaok ae bas been envieaged 

and that to insure a oertain preponderanoe ot toroe, halt 

again a • muoh should be proTided. It ie ot oouree under­

etood that air t oroe oommen•urate with the above ground 

t oroee would be ind1epeneable. 

While 
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llhlle reoognizing the phJ'1ical problem of housing 

and euppl1ing a force ot 1uob 1ize in lortbern Ireland, 

it vould be dangerous to rel1 on de1patob ot adequate 

reinforcements from Britain, having regard to the time 

factor, even it 1ucb torce1 vere available. It 11 

e1ti11&ted that it vould require three veek1 tor etteo­

tl ve torce1 baaed on Britain to t&ke the field in Ire-

land. 

8. .LTTAO!t ON IRELAND AS DIVERSION TO INV ASIOll or DGWD. 

It factor• not t&ken into account in the fore-

going paragraph• 1bould determine the German High Oom.­

aand to launch their major attack upon .England, the 

ve&kness or Irleh detenoe1 and t he d1tt1oultiee ot 

ialand defence inherent upon defence baeed primar11J 

on the Six Counties vould continue to invite attack a1 

a telnt or d1veraion to be developed or not according 

to circumatancea. The viev generall1 held in England 

ia to the etrect that it Britain be invaded, euch a 

diversion vould in tact be directed againet Eire, but 

it ie aesumed that it vould be a !!!!!2!'. operation to be 

dealt vith more or l••• at the convenience ot the Irieh 

and Brl tieb mill tar1 co11J1and1. In ae auoh ae this view 

appear• not to recognize that the oon1equenoea ot a 

aucoentul minor ope.ration undertaken a1 a feint and 

1ubaequentl1 developed into a major operation are the 

1aae ae it the operation bad been planned ae a major 

one, it vould •••• to be a dangerou1 viev tor the 

.4aer1oan High Ooaaand to aooept. Oon1equentl1, the 

requ1rement1 tor 11land detenoe are the 1&1111 whether 

a d1vera1on or a major attack 11 to be expected. 

7. ARXI•G 
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7. APJIING IIR& 

The foregoing analyeie ot detenoe conditione in 

Ireland bae been baeed on the ae1waption that the 

pre1ent polioy ot the Irieh QoYernaent oontinuee un­

changed. Change• in that policy would i11mediately 

alter the whole problem ot Irieh detenoe: 

(a) It the Irish Government became an ally, 

diepoe1tion ot armored toroea and a1r power would 

naturally be made at strategic pointa. 8elt­

intereat would dictate that every eaoritioe be 

made to arm and equip Ir1eh military man-power, 

to prov1de anti-a1roratt defence without delay, 

a1 well ae to del1ver a11 eeeent1al euppliee tor 

the hoae front. 

(b) It the Ir1eh GOYernaent, vh1le continuing 

their policy or neutral.tty, negotiated a detena1Te 

alliance v1th the United Natione to oome into etteot 

UJ)On being attacked, to a leeaer extent that 1n the 

event ot an alliance, but neverthele•• to a ooneider­

able extent, it would be to the eelt-intereat ot the 

Un.ited Nation• to 1upply and equip the Irieh Al'llY 

and to perfect carefully coordinated plane tor co-

aon detenoe. There 1e, however, no reaeon to anti-

oipate any change in Ir1eh J)Ol1oy. The Irhh Govern­

ment are eupported in the J)Olioy ot neutrality by a 

very large maJority ot the Iri1h people, who natur­

&lly vieh to keep out ot the var. The view 1• preva­

lent that, even with the aae11tanoe ot the United 

State•, the Un1ted Nat1one will be unable to defeat 

the Ax1• Power•, a view not at all unrea1onable in 

the 
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the light of the exi•ting milita!'J eituation and 

without under•tanding ot the mil1ter7 potenti&li­

tiee ot the United States. A• a ooneequenoe, the 

Iriah people dread taking any aotion which might 

offend German •eneibilit1ee and provoke retalia­

torr bombing and a hareher fate in the oa1e ot a 

Geraan viotor,. It i• unl1kel1 that even the lla-

itad meaeure ot cooperation •et out abov• would 

reoe1ve popular •upport. 

It ahould be understood that the Irieh Gov­

ernment believe honeetly that the policy which they 

are now pureuing otters the beat ohanoe ot eacap1ng 

the horror• ot war a11d that the1 are prepared to 

accept reepo11•ibility to the Irieh people tor thi• 

polic1, entailing ae it doee, in the ca•e inva•ion 

i• attempted, the throwing into battle of Irieh 

manpower without adequate equipment or mat&riel, 

and t he inevitable eeleot1on of Irish terrain a1 

the main batt letield b7 the German High CollDland. 

It the po u1bili ty ot a change in Irish polic7 

be ruled out, i t remains only to exam1ne the poe•i­

bil1 ty of arming the Irish Ar•1 without an1 coop­

erative undertaking on the part of the Irish Gov­

ernment. Spoke••en tor the Ir1eh Government point 

out the following advantagH vh1oh would aoorue to 

the United Nation• 1t the Ir1ah Ar•Y vere adequately 

9<1uipped; 

(a) The Iriah Army may be relied upon to de-

tend Iriah aoil tro• an1 invadtr; 

(b) Iriah aanpowtr ie tamou• •Old1er material; 

(o) An Ir1eh Ar111 ltnow• it• own terrain; 

(d) An 
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(d) An adequate Ir111h 4r!Q' would be d1epoaed 

w1th reterenoe to area• tiret liable to attaok, 

thua el1•inating th• exi1ting adverae tiae taotor 

oontronting toroea operating troa the Six Countiea; 

(e) Th• etteot ot an adequatel7 araed Irieh 

4rla7 would be to add to the toroee ot the Un1ted 

Katione in the event ot 4Xi• invaeion trom tort7 

to two hundred thouaand eftectivee aa1ntained at 

the expenee ot the Irillh Government and in area• 

not congeeted b7 the b1lleting ot United Kation1 • 

!orcea. 

Both technical and political objection• undoubtedl7 

exiat to auoh a program and in as much aa I propo1e to 

reoo .. end euoh •eaeure ot armaaent tor the Irish tore•• 

a1 ...,. be praot1oable and in 4aerioan intereet, it ie 

better at the outset to oona1der the strongest caee that 

oan be aade aga.inat auoh a polio7. I recogn1~e, there­

fore, that the following technical difficulties and per­

hapa other• would have to be considered b7 our General 

Start: 

(a) Whether it i1 poaeible to plan a workable 

and dependable scheme of cooperative de!ena1ve action 

with a Government whoae polio7 torbide the open inter­

ohange ot thoee Underatandinge and undertaking• which 

ar• uaual between government• undertaking deteneive oper-

at1one in coaaon. Thie it a deciaion which onl7 the 

High co ... nd of the United State• can 11ake. 

(b) Whether, with the ex1ating urgent need tor 

ar•• and equipment outrunning the available auppl7, 

uerioan or Allied unite read7 tor combatant eervic• 

1hould 
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llhould be paeead over and pr1orit1 extended to toroee 

ded1oated to Ir111h datenoe alone, over whioh the eouroee 

ot eupply exaroiee no control. 

(o) Aeeum1ng that adequate mat,riel should be-

oome a•ailable, to what extent could 1t e ieeue to the 

Irish Ara1 be axpaotad to make that organi~at1on oapable 

or euooeaatul defence or it• own territor1 and 1n what 

period or time? The Irish Prime Minieter trequentl7 

retera to the qu.arter or a m111ion ot Irishmen capable 

ot bearing arme. T~i• would not be an exceeeive figure 

it the •olunteer enl1atmente in the British AJ-m:r have 

not matariall1 anoroaohed upon the trad1t1onal tan per­

oent ot total population available tor m1litar1 aervioe. 

Eeti11&tee of this enlietment run troa titt1 to a hundred 

and titt7 thoueand. The higher figure 1• undoubtedl7 

exoeeeive, but the number ma1 well be 1n excees ot titt1 

thoueand. 

It a prograa or 11ateriel eu!tic1ent tor arming 

eight to ten div1eione were a•a1lable, the manpower 

would preeumabl7 alao be available. Thie would i•pl7 

adequate artiller7, maoban1ted traneport, armored unite, 

euppl7 eervioee and adequate air toroe. What aseuranoea 

could be given to our High Coamand that a trained per­

sonnel or techn1oiane oould be pro•1ded to ser•e the 

neceeaar1 equipment? The aaintenanoe of tanks and 

motor1ted traneport on a large ecale demanda large 

atatta ot h1ghl7 skilled aecbanioe. How long would 1t 

take to produce euoh a toroa? How quiokl7 could a requ1-

ai te force ot competent gunners be trained? li:Ten more 

ditf1oult 1• the problem or pilote and teobn1ciana tor 

the 
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the air force commensurate to such an arm,y. 

(d) '!'here remain now to be considered the politi­

cal difficulties wb1ob the American GOvernment would 

encounter if 1t undertook the arming of Eire without 

satiefaotory agreements as to cooperation. My impree­

eion ot American sentiment , gained from the American 

press, radio comment, and private l etters ie that it ie 

beginning to adopt the formula •our friends are those 

who are with ue. 1 It 1• true that the 'Friend• of 

Irish Neutrality• diebanded upon America's entry in 

the war, but this act i• i nterpreted ae tacit adJlieaion 

that the organization was not primarily interested in 

Irish neutrality but in eabotaging our government•a 

aid-for-Britain policy. The effect of such activities 

ha• undoubtedly been to represent Ireland and its Gov­

ernment ae oppoaed to Britain rather than concerned with 

its own neutrality. Thia I know not to be the caee as 

regarda Ireland and its Government, but the impression 

made upon American public opinion remaine aa a political 

factor. I . R.A. activities, the public utterances of the 

Cardinal Primate and, finally, the protest of t he Irish 

Prime Minister against America.n troops landing in 

Northern Ireland all tend to strengthen thie view • 

Furthermore, the American preee bae made it clear 

that the main currents of American opinion regard the 

aeeiatanoe of Irish manpower a• of secondary importance, 

compared with the uee of Irish atrategio baeea for the 

proaeoution ot th e Battla ot the Atlantic. The recent 

Gallup poll expreeeea the cryet&llization ot thia 

opinion and indicataa that opinion among the Iri•h­

born Amerioana and the firat >.merioan-born generation 

baa 
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hae changed rad1cellr 11noe Amtr1ca entered the war. 

It auat therefore be recogn1~ed. that Aller1c&n aaJorit7 

op1n1on 1n general regard• the umr1111ngnua or J;ire to 

contribute to the 1at1t7 of ••a-borne tran1pcrt, b7 

wh1oh aha hae reoe1••d and 1t1ll rece1•e1 her 1upplle1, 

a• Juet1f1oat 1on tor aalt1ng no aaor1f1ee• tor the •at•tr 

and ooatort ot lire. It llaJ' well be that th1• 1• the 

poller or cutting ott one •a noae to ap1te on•'• face, 

but 1 reoogn1&e that the popular op1n1on wb1oh advocate• 

it 1• Ju•t ae aueb a polit1eal tac t in Aller1oa ae the 

undoubted alleg1anot of the Irilh people to the prin­

ciple or neutralit7 i1 a cogent political tact in Ire­

land. 

ObYioualr 1t ii be7ond 117 pro•inoe to 1hape Aaeri-­

can pol107, but, in 1p1te or the poli t ical obJection1 

to ara1~ Eire abo•e ooneidered, 1 reoo111111end urgentl7 

exa.aJ.nation of the following oon1ideration1 of Allerio&n 

1elt-intere1t Vh1oh I believe lhould d1otate our atti­

tude in the pre1ent 1ituation: 

(a) In general, 1t i1 de1irable that, even 

Without cooperative a.rrangeaent between our two 

governaente, the aorale of the Iriah ~ 1hould 

be aa1nta1ned at a• high a level ae poa1ible 1n 

•iew or a.raan in•a•ion. The oonoeaaion or 1uoh 

araaaent to the Ir11h J.r9:r a1 aar be a•ailable i1 

the ao1t pract i cable war of attaining thi1 end. 

(b) It 11 al10 de1irable that the traditional 

Iriah-Amerioan triendlhip be aaintained, in 1pit1 

ot radical divergence of national polio7 and nothing 

in the pre11nt ori1i1 ie better calculated to pro­

duce Iriah good-will toward America than the 

oonceuion 
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conoeee1on ot aYa1lable aJ'lla•ent. 

(o) In part1oular, 1n Y1ew ot proepeot1Ye 

u1e ot Ir1eh a1r port• b7 .lller1oan 001111ero1al trane­

port l1nea , 1t 11 1n Aller1oan 1nt~rest that adequ.te 

proteot1on be aaeured 1n the ro1nee-R7nanna area. 

(d) It 1• alao det1n1tel1 to the 1ntereat ot 

Aaer1oan and Br1t1eh toroe1 1n Northern Ireland 

wb1oh are uauaing ulU.mate rupone1b1l1t7 tor 111-

land defence that euitable e•1rgenc1 landing and 

refuelling t1elde be eetabliehad, m.a1nta1ned, and 

defended bJ the Ir1eh Detenoe Min1atry , w1th a Y1ew 

to aalt1ng the• aYailable tor Unit ed Nation• t1g11ter 

plan•• 1n the Cork and ro7nea region• 1n the event 

ot Ax1• 1DYaa1on. .t.n approach to attaining thee• 

end•, both general and particular, could moet 

practicabl7 be made, I belieYe, bJ allotting to 

the Irieh G<>Ternment as Quickl1 ae po11ible eut­

t1c1ent anti-a1rcratt artiller1 tor t he detence ot 

the areae in question and aleo such a tcroe ot t1ret 

line tighter a1rcratt ae ex11ting pereonnel ot the 

Ir111h air f orce oould man and eerY1oe. 

A• a factor 1n 11ainta1ning morale, the Irieh 

GoYernaent are e1peo1all1 1ntereeted 1n obta1n1ng 

r1tlee, ••en though the1 aa1 not be of the lateet 

pattern. Azi.1 allotment• of old 8pr1ngt1eld1 that 

could be epared would be grat1tull 7 reoe1•ed and 

would ll&ke tor goo4-w111. 

On V1dne1da1, llaroh 18th, at• p.•. , I oalled upon 

the Ir1eh M1n1eter t or Defence and the Chief ot 8tatt, 

Lt. General 
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Lt. General D. Nolenna, and raad the foregoing meaoran­

dua to tbea. I alao l eft th .. a cop7 tor aore oaretul 

cona1deration, re, uaat1ng at the aaae tiae euob augg••­

tione and raoolllllen4at1ona ae a1gbt pro• e con1truot.1• el7 

helpf ul. At 12 noon, on March 20th , the N1n11ter and 

Chief ot 8tatt returned my call. The M1nieter etated 

that be bad ta.ken the liberty ot showing the memnrandum 

to Mr. de Valera. The Ohle! or 8tatt presented me with 

a coamun1cat1on e1gned b7 h1•, a cop7 ot wh1ob 11 hereto 

attached, in which, aaong other th1nga, he aeta forth 

the kind and quantity ot equ1p:nent t or vb1ch the Ir1eh 

Ara7 at present hae trained personnel available. 

I hereby euggeat t hat i t 11J:f recol:lll!endat1on tor 

ar•• tor the Irieh Ar•7 be appro•ed, th1a liat be oon­

e1dered ae author1tat1Tely eett1ng forth the neede and 

dee1ree ot the Irish Detenoe M1n1etr 7. 

D. G. 



Enolo1ur1 No. 2 to Deopatoh No. ~17 dated Maroh 21, 1942 

P'ro• Aaer1oan Lagat1on, Dubl1n, Ireland. 

... '111 •~ 

en r.r a. '" \ - i 
JVJf'~ ... - JAi' ' l!l73 

'!'HE O'llUIAN THREAT TO I RD.ANO 

AND 

Tl!E STRENGTH NECESSARY TO MEET U' 

In t h1o e1t1111Ate I have tr1ed to oon•1der whether 
under oerta1n oond1t1on• a • ucceeetu.J. 1nva11on ot Ireland 
1e w1tb1n Oa1'11an oapab111t1ea, whether t ha reward• ot a 
auoca•• t u.l 1nvao1on by Oercaa117 would be ouch 11 to 
Ju•t1ty her 1n running t he r1•k1 ot 1uob a venture, the 
general t o1'11 wh1oh an attack on Ireland a1ght take, and 
the •trength the IJ.l1ee lbould hold \n Ireland to 1n1ure 
t he defeat ot t he 1nvadere. 'i'hl• 11 not an att .. pt t o 
toreae1t Oeraan atr• t •gy. 

1 
COULD 0£10'.A!IY INVADE I RELAND iiI TH RF.ASONABLE 

PROSPEICts or sUeetsS? 
Tbore ar1 1overal t aotore to be oon11dered v1th 

regard t o t b1• po1nt. In the r1r1t place, what eort ot 
re111tanoe would she meet 1n Ireland? 

l. Tbe Army ot Elre. 

Due to Elre'• pol1oy of neutrnl1ty to wtuch ahe 
rig1dly adheree, tbe ent1re defense ot tho twenty elx 
Southern Countle• 1• entrueted to t he Ar•y ot t1re. Thl• 
oon1l1ta o r about 45,000 r egular• and a Looll Detenle 
Foro1 vb1ob 11 optlla1•t1c• lly eatimllted at about 100,000. 
The regular• ar e a t1ne body o t aen. They are organl~ed 
1n two Infantry 01 v1•iona, eaoh ot nin1 b&tt&l1ona or 
1n!antry, one battal1on of light art1llery, and one coapany 
eaoh ot aignal troops, eng1neer1, aupply and transport, 
aedioal, and military police. '!'here are • o•• ten add1tl o113.l 
bat talion• ~ r lnt-.ntry wbloh have not beon a111gn1d, a tow 
extra tield guna, and al•cell • neoua una11igned troop•. 
There are aeven aotoriud squadron• ot 01val r1, each oon­
a11ting ot an armored troop and three • o tor troope. There 
are aUo two araored 1quadron1. '1'111 actor 1quadron1 and 
araored oquadron• together have 25 old t7pe Engliah t anka 
an~ 22 'home made' tank• baaed on rord oh.a11i1. There 1a 
praotioally no 0011t detenee except a tew old gun• lett by 
the Br1t1ah. The anti- •lrorat t artillery ia aerely ~ 
token toroe. Tb• air oorpa oon•i•t• ot 6? ottioera ot 
wbca 64 are pilot• and 6?2 enl1•ted aen. It 11 equipped 
w1th 54 airplane•, aoat ot which are trainoro, all ot 
which ( axoept t or po1aibl7 two or three tbftt or••hed in 
Ireland and vero impounded) vere aoqUlred be tore 1936, and 
le•• t ban halt ot whiob are ti t tor u11 at any one ti••· 

Tb• Local Oeten .. Foroe i• •ery raw and r@letl •ely 
•uoh • ore poorly equipped than t he Re&uJ.•r Aray . 

'!'ha 
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Tho only ammun1 t lon monur•otured in Elre ie rcr ebot 
guna. Tbey alao as.de a tev land m1nee. 

The General Sta ff b'lt vorlr.ed out what it call• a 
•apider web' defense ror !1ro, invol•ing ama11 a obilt 
coluano vb1ch vill bit •nd run and hi t • ga in and a fairly 
ccmplete 1y1te11 or demolition•. Owing t o the laclr. ot 
exploslvee, many or tho pl~nned demolition• could not be 
erreoted. Due to the acute thortage or petrol end motor 
trnneport (at vell ao t1reo) 1t v111 pr obably bo 1apoit1blo 
to move tbe mob1l• oc lumno in aocorda~ot v1tb the plant. 
BraYel)' at 1 t vould r eo1ot, the Eire Ara:/ would be bruthed 
ae1de b7 the eort or 1nY1lt1on that foll on Crrte. 

2. Th e B.T.N .I. (Br 1t1•h Troopa in Northern Ireland) and 
AJiier!oon Troops. 

Due to Eire'• neutralit)', tbeee troop• are eequeotered 
in the Stx Northern Countiet, and ar e billeted o•er an 
extenai•e &rea. It i• conceivable that t bey aigbt not be 
concentrated until the German invaeion voe under ve7. Even 
a11u11ing that the columns vere formed vith t he leeding 
•eh1ole• on the Border headed South at the moment ot alarm, 
Newry ie 65 1/2 miles rrom Dublin, and Dublin l a 159 miles 
troro Cork. The d11t&nau to be traver•ed b)' column• mo•ing over t he Central end lleetern r<>.'lde would be much greater. 

I ba•e beard it e1timate4 that the heed ct the 
Eas tern Coluan or tbe B.T.N.I. could be in the Dublin area 
in tvo hour• and a balf after receiving movement ordere. 
I tear that on tbe night aeleoted tor the invasion, tbe 
Dublin - Belt••t road a.nd tbe bridges at Newr)' , Dundallr., 
and Drogheda would be oon1iderabl)' impaired by t be Luft­
waffe and the I.R.A., •nd the tovna t hrough whl cb 1t paseea 
would be in much contue1on. It ta r ea1onable to anticioote 
eimilar oond1t1on• on all tbe ma i n road• leading to the 
South, wh1oh would greatl1 retard the movement. 

It ta unneoeeeary to part1oular1te in t hi s estimate 
ae to the etrength and oompoa1t1on of the troop• in the 
North aa they are a matter or record. Hand1oapped a1 they 
are by the ground rule& which lr.eep th•m Nortb of the 
!brder until the Oerme.n1 have landed, aeited the neceua.r y 
atrdromee and ports, end got tbecsel•e• organized, I believe they are in i .n1utrioient toroe and that the1 lack 
the neoeetery planes, armored vehiolet, and motor traneport 
to ennble them to Ir.nook out a powerful 1nY8din£ force 
betore tt gnthere momentum. Thia 11 the opinion ot e•ery 
British officer vith whoa I ba•e d11oue1e4 tbe eubJeot. 
3, Doe• I reland'£ Location Render an Invaaion Impoaaible. 

Oer.en7 traneported fro• 17 ,000 - 18,000 troop• fro• At hena t o Crete by a1r, defeated a defending toroe or tome 
37,500 men and captured the 1tland. It i• 170 m1lee trom 
Athene to Crete. No German var 1b1p1 were preaent, except a tow motor torpedo boat• end mine twe1per1; the Italian 
nsvy, lf pr~•ent wae not 1tt• nt1ve; and the Briti •h Mediterranean fleet had oomplete control or the Aegean Sea. 

Tb• 



The 41•Unoe rro• Queenetovn to Cberbourg 1• ~16 anu 
•n4 toae or the atrsteg1c po1nt• ror vb1ob par6ohut1ata • 
would mate ar e 120 a1let turther. The Oer .. n troop trana­
port planee Ju. 89 an-\ 90 c .. n oarry rort1 •oldlert, at a 
aax1aua epeed or 217 a1le• per hour. There are tour other 
typee ot Oera&n a111tary trsneport plenee, 1nolwl1ng the 
Ju. 52 whiob oarr1ee fifte en a en, and wu the t raneport 
plane u•ed in Crete. We know that the Germen Na•Y baa t ome 
large Dornier and Blohm end Vo•• n.11ng-hoat traneporte. 
It la ta1r to euppoae that the air-minded Germana, 
encouraged by the auooe•• ot their Cret8n ventura, have 
greatly lnoreaaed tbelr troop tranaport planea, and could 
land a aubatantltl toroe ln Ireland. Againat the Waal­
baven &lrdrome ln Holland they uaed one battalion or para­
chute troop•. At Crete they ueed a d1v1e1on ot three 
regiaenta. In Ireland they algbt uae three d1•11ion1 , 

Till• dee• not take lnto account the glider• vhloh 
Oeraany le reported to be bu1141ng at a great rate. In 
Crete eome r1rt1 were ueed, each carr y1ng ten aen. Rew 
aan1 gl1dera were towed by one plane doe• not appear but 
v e believe the1 travelled at about 105 alle• per hour end 
we tnov that tbe1 were towed tor at leeet l?O •ilea. There 
would eeea to be no inherent reaeon why glider• could not 
be ueed ln an 1n•••1on of Ireland. 

Wblle Ireland 1• too far from the Oeratan air baeea 
to enabl e the1r fighter& to be e!fectiYe there lt baaed 
on France, the ~rman paraohut1ata and a1r-bcrne infantry 
ahould ha•• no d1ttioult7 ln ae1&1ng alr t 1ald• l n Ireland 
from wblcb the fighting planee could operate. Ae t or the 
German bombare, tbo1 haTo already been to Bl:LrAST. 

To be erreot1Ye, the &lr-borne troop• would probably 
baYe to be clo•oly followed and raentcrced bT tank•, 
artlll•r1, and motorized troope. Tbl• would lnvolYe 
oooan traneporte and probabl7 ut1ng the unlo•d1ng tac111-
t1ee ot one or tvo ports, and w1tb the Brltleb Nay1 in 
control ot Ha bo•e va tere, would be •ar7 baurdoua. 

An1 1nYaa1on of Ireland, boweYer , would probably be 
coupled v1tb a deaonatratlon ln t oroe agalne t En&land, ae 
well •• t1aed to take place when the Brl tUb and Aaerlc•n 
n••1•• wer e occupied ln other quartera. Under oertaln 
oond1t1ona the Br1t1•h n&Tal supor1or1ty •• regard• the 
deten•e ct Ireland, a1gbt be l••• than lt wa e ln the 
Aegean Sea during the Crete artalr. Before 1t could be 
detarm1ntd that the a ttack ln toroe on England vaa not 
the .. in blow, and a powerful roroe ot plane• and ab1pe 
d1Yerted to Ireland, Oel'lll&n air-bor ne 1ntantr1 alght be 
ln poeaeee1on or Cork, the Shannon eetuary, the aouthern 
beaohea, t he prlnolpal l anding tlelda or El ra, and the 
transport• and the1r naY&l eecorte well on the1r wa1 from 
Franoe or 9pa1n. 

The dlftloulty ot aupplylng an exped1t1onary force 
atier l t ba4 landed 1n I reland i• the atrcngeet rea•on 
t or doubtln& that the Germane Will l n•ade. But the prob-
1 .. a ot aupply 1n Morva7, North Atr1oa and Ruaaia baYe not 
been •1•Plt, and the German• have abown utraord1nary 



ab111t7 1n •ol•1ng the•. Much ,,., 4on• b7 the Ita11an1 
1n th• wa7 ot 4ol1•erlng •uppl1e1 b7 a1r 1n Eth1op1a. A 
01raan ooaaero1al 1ubmar1ne oroeeo4 to "'"•r1oa v1th a 
oont14trabl• oargo p.r1or to the lHt var. It voul4 be 
ra1h to attua1 that the d1rt1oult1•t ot 1uppl71ng a Gel"Olan 
toroe 1n Irelan4 wor e 1n•olubl1. 

Rtoent tar tlung Japaneoe operot1one 1n the Pao1t1c, 
t he ouocteotul trane1t ot the tngl1eh Channel by a oon­
olderoble Oarmnn tlot1ll• under a1roratt prctect1on, end 
the 1n~b111t7 or Great Br1ta1n v1th coaplet• na•al control 
or tht Aegean Sea to prevent the 1n•ao1on and capture or 
the 160 all• long 1eland of Crete, ••1 oauee re•1olon ot 
thought on the part ot the Germane ae to the oonol u•1•ene•• 
ot predoa1nant 1ea pover. 

On the wbol•, 1t would teem over-oont1dent to belle•• 
tha t Oerman7 wao 1nc&pable of launching an 1nva11on of 
Ireland w1th a111 chance of auoceoe, 1f tho poae1ble ge1n• 
Juot1t1ed teltlng the undoubted r11k1. 

!!. 
lll!A'? RAS GERMANY TO GAill BY 'ffiE CON'SUEST or IAALAllD? 

l. Irelan4 would afford another 1n••luable baoe tor 
an ult1aete 1n•a•1on or England. l1ngoton (Dun Laogha1r•) 
11 onl7 5(1 a1le• from Hol1head, Bel taot 11 140 •1le• tro• 
Liverpool an4 112 from Gla•gov. Torr Head 1n Irelan4 11 
onlr 12 1/2 m1l11 from I1ntrre 1n Scotland. 

2. Ireland 1n German band• vouJ.4 alao•t ooeplete the 
1no1rolo:aent ot the United K.1ngdom, olooe the Weatern 
port• ot England and Sootlan4, an4 render the German 
blooluldo al.moot wholl7 etteot1Ye. 

3. Ir1lan4 wouJ.4 be a ueet\11 baoe troa vhloh to 
at\aot con•or• 1n the North Atlantic 1n trene1t to the 
United l1ngdo• or to Ruoa1a. 

4. IroUnd wouJ.d be a •aluabl• bau tor German 
operatlon• aga1not Ic1lan4, Greenland, Novtoundland an4 
the lorth "'"•r1can Continent. 

5. 87 the occupation ot Ireland, Oeraanr coul4 denr 
1t• u•o to Aaer1ca •• the baee tor an expe41t1onar7 force 
to bt launched at a tavorable tl•• on t he Cont1nent of 
Europe. 

e. I n the ••tnt ot the 1nvao1on of Irelan4, Oerman1 
oould oount on holp trom the I.R.A. and other d1oatteoted 
element•. Vb11• tbe7 repreeent a taall part of the popula­
tion, tht method b7 whloh the7 hau alway• ocnduoted the1r 
act1v1t1•• ha• r .. 111ar1&ed the• with ••er1 r oa4 and tra11 
1n tho oountrr an4 all the trick• ot oabotage. A• a f1tth 
Col\lllJI th•7 woul4 b• •err uoet\11. rurtheracre, there 1• 
an 1norea11n1l1 large an4 1ntluent1al gro~p 1n E1re, who , 
wh11• prottrr1ng the lng11th to tho Ooraano, ar• ooa1ng 
to bill••• that 01raan1 1• go1ng t o w1n the war. It 
Otraaft1 1nnded, the7 a1gbt be 1nol1ned to accept what 



tha7 belle•• to be the i11..,1.table vtth nr1 11ttla 
ra•l•tanoo. The Irl•h are extr .. el1 &llerglo to belnc 
boabacl, wbioh I belie•e to be the ba•1• o r thelr pollo7 
of neutralH7. 

7. Ot late, Oerm•n1 ha• not kept up lt• paoe o f 
oonqueet. Rltler aicht well deolde that Ireland o t tered 
a t a•oreble opportunlt7 o r •bowing hi• people that Japan 
had no monopoly o r the oonqueet or laportont ielando. 

The oonqueot or Ireland woUl.d in•ol•e ouoh r1oh 
revar41 that the German• •1ght well gamble on thelr 
oudaolty and ingenuity to o•oroomo the •ery real ha&arde 
ot the •enture. 

ill· 
Wl!AT POPX llIOi!T T'dE INVASION BE EXPEOHO TO TAKI? 

If H followed the pattern of Crete, the OeMlan 
attaok woUl.d probabl7 open b7 the intenti•e boabardment 
ot the prinoipal o1t1u and a1ll terr eetablUhaenU of 
both lorth and South Irel•nd, e1peoioll7 the Hor ther11 
a1r4roae•, on th• nlght prlor to the ln•a•l on. Toward• 
dawn tllll boabardaent woUl.d be concentrated on the air­
drom•• to be 111&ed. Paraohutlote woUl.d then deooend 
and oapture and olear tbe alr field• prepl!ratory t o th• 
landing o r the a i r-borne intantr7. Tb• neo1uor7 porU 
and beaoh .. voUl.d b• oaptured and made r ead7 tor the 
ooet"n tran1port1 Vbloh earr7 the armored ond motorl&ed 
element• and the motor t r ansport and suppli••· Oo inoi­
dent with all th11 , all roads, defile•, bridge•, end 
rallrood• from the North would be bombed and advanoing 
column• or the defending foroe• woUl.d be otrated from 
the air. The l•ok o f art\llery weapon• bea•i•r than 
81-.. mortar• and 75-mm aounta1n and i nfantry howitzer• 
would be oo•penoated b7 t he Luftwaffe, wbloh at Crete, 
in ad~itlon to drl•lng the Briti•h fleet t roa the Aegea11 
Sea, wao able to put dovn ttre on the Mal .. • alr4rc•• 
de•orlbed a• oxoeeding ln •e•erit7 tb• be&Ylett artlllerr 
prepar•tlon of th• World Var. 

l. The Strength and Coapoa1t1on or tb~ In• •ding Force. 

Before exaalning in detail the kind of a tteok the 
defender• o r Irel•nd might be called upon to meet, let 
uo ooneider the quo•t1on o f the prob&ble otrength and 
oomp01ition ot t he 1n••ding roroe. Again lt 1• helptul 
to ooa pare the oon.d1 ti one in Crete vi th thooe o r 
Ireland. Tbe date with regard t o the Ba t t le o r Crete 
bat been obtained t r°" Speo1al Bulletin No. 35, G-2 
P.657- 231. 

Crete ii a aountainouo itl•nd 160 all•• long, whole 
breadth •arieo from 7 1/2 to 35 mll••· I t wa• 170 •ile• 
fro• the b&ee froa 'lfhloh Oeraan re-entoroeaonte were 
drawn. Tb• ourround1ng oea waa doainated b7 t he Briti•h 
!la•1, but Oeraan1 bad oYervbelaing euptrlorlt7 in the alr. 
Part o f th• in••d1fti tore• woa •ent b7 ••• but it n•••r 
r..,Ghed Crete. With tb• exception of a oaall Italian 

force 



f orce wh1oh l anded troa boat& after the conqueat ot the 
11land .,., ooapleted, all the invad1ng troop• ver 1 air­
borne. 

The reduction or Orete commenced by aeveral day1' 
heavy preparatory air bombardment. The firat landing va1 
at 8 a.a. May 20, 19(1, and by the 27th t he ra te or Crete 
vae 1ettled. The Britiah bad evacua t ed t he ialand by 
June l, 19'1. The to tal atrengtb o t the Allhd t roop• i n 
Crete va1 37,500 but it ia aald that only 12, 000 o r t hem 
were ooabat troop•, the balanoe be1ng odda a nd enda ot 
a erv1oe un1tl that had eecaped troa Greece. 

To conquer Crete the GeMllana created a ta1k force 
under General Loehr ot t he Air Force, oonaiating ot 
s trong unite or t he Luttvarre and the Army. The Air 
!orce vaa organ1ted as the VIII A1r Corp• and wa1 oom­
poaed ea tollowe 1 

H~avy bomber& and d1ve-bomber1 
'1'vo eng1.n ed t1gh ter • 
Si ngle 1ngine tighter • 
Tran1porta 

Total 

350 
150 
315 
650 

r.m 
Th• Arey oon1ieted o ! one 1keleton di"rl.•ion ot 

parachute troop• and two ekeleton div1a1ona or land 
!oroe1, under the ooamand o! General Studen t vho bad 
been 1n charge o! the paraohut11t1 at Rotterdam, and 
VB• oompoaed ea follow•: 

Parachute Diviaion - t hree 
regiaent• 

22nd Air Inrantr7 Divi•ion -
part only 

5th Mountain Divlai on - t vo 
regiaent• onl7 

Total 

4,950 

5,600 

5,000 
15,550 

In addition there are known to have been e t lea et 
one aotoroyole company, ooneider~ble antiaircraft unite, 
and adequate eupporting weapon• -- 37-am antitank guna, 
88-am mortar•, and 75-aa mountain and in!antr7 howitzer•. 
The preeenoe ot heavier artillery wea pons and light 
tank• baa not been verified. 

Now let u1 turn to Ireland and apeculate upon the 
atrength and ooapoeit1on or a force neceaaar7 to 
etteotuata 1ta oonquea t und.ar th e epeoial condition• 
there esi a ting. 

Tb• area ot Ireland ie 20, 3e7,735 acre• o r vhioh 
17, 02•, 4815 are 1n Eire and 3, 352, 250 in the Sis Oountle•. 
Tba total p0 pulat1on ia 4, 2'8,le5 ot vbioh 2,968,420 li•• 
in Eire and 1,27~,?•5 inhabit tba 81s Oounti•• ot the 
Korth. 

Tb• length ot the 1•1And t1'o• North E&•t to South 
Walt ia about 330 • ilea . It'• width variea t1'oa about 
100 to 170 •11••· 'WbUa there are no h1gb •ountain• 

there 

• 
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there •re llAJIY hill• . R1Yer1 and lake• a bound. Wood•, 
affording concealment for bi•ouacs and assembly area1 , 
are almoet non-eXletent. The country ia intAr1per1ed 
with atone houae• and many ot the villages, houeee and 
field& are aurrounded by atone walls r endering them 
readily oon•ertible int o effective cent ers ot reaiatance . 
The road net is fairly ext ensive but meny of the roade 
are only tit t or one-way tra ffic and many tha t appear on 
the m.ap are mere tracks. There is a good dea l ot bog­
land which i• impaaaible t o tank• or Yehlclea. 

Ireland poaaeeaea a number o f air fielda or ter rain 
which could r eadi ly be adapted t o that purpose. Owing to 
the vealtne•• of t he Eire Army and the r eatr iotione impo1ed 
on the Allied troop• in the North, it will be a aimple 
matter tor well trained and equipped troopa to capture 
man7 or these f1elda. A li1t of airdromee , air t1elde, 
and terrain auitable tor landing plane• i• annexed to 
th1a eat1mate and marked •Appendix A•. 

The coaat line or Ireland on the Weat 11 deepl7 
indented, with man7 headlands and 1•lande . It i• aome­
thing like Maine except that the shore i• more preo1p1toua, 
It i• open to the Atlantic ground evell which raiaea a 
he&Yy au.rt and exoept in the deep bay1, rendera landing 
trom ordinary boat• dittioult. 

The East coast i• lacking in.harbor•, and although 
aome of the •bore i• quite mountainous , the water i• 
much smoother. 

The Jorth and Sout h ooaete reaeaible the Veet. 

The tide approaohe• Ireland from t he South Ve•t 
tiret atriklng Duraey Head, whence the South undulation 
reache• Tualtar Rook 1n l 3/' houre and the Weet r eaohe• 
Tor7 Ieland 1 3/' hour• later. Along the South and Ve•t 
coaat the riee ot the Spring tide ie troa 10 - 13 feet. 
On the North coast at Carnlough, Co. Antrim , and on the 
Eaat coast at Cahore Point, Co. Wicklow, the Spring tide 
ri••• from ! - 5 teet. At Dundalk, on the East coast, 
due to t h• proX1ait7 ot England and the meeting ot the 
two undulations, the Spring tide rile ie 15 teet. 

PreYailing wind• a re from the South We•t and West. 
rog• are rare on the Iriah ooaat but there i• a lot o r 
thick weather. 

A list of t he •eapor ta ot Ireland, with certain 
da1a concerning t hem, i• hereto annexed and marked 
•Appendix s•. It i• apparent that a ••a- borne expedition, 
it 1t could reach Ireland, would be able to etteot a 
landing at a number of different places. 

The exten•i•e area of Ireland, the number or key 
point• which, it aei&ad and held would tacilitate the 
in•a•ion, tlte naoee1it7 tor crushing local re1ie tance 
before r eentorc .. ent• could arriYe fro• England, all call 
tor the use b7 German7 or a •ery atrong, quiok 1trik1ng 
force. 

The 



ftle ooepol1tlon and nrength or a taolt t oroe t or tho 
rap14 r eduot1on o r Ireland •1ght be oo•oth1ng 111to thlo: 

Troop• 

Thrto Paraohutt D1•1eiono - throe 
reg1•enu eaoh 

E1ght I ntant ry D1Y1o1ono - air-borne 
Tvo AJ'11ortd D1•111ono - •••-borne 
&1x I ntantry D1 •1o1on• - •••-borne 
Appropr1ato Oorpo and Ar•1 Troop• 

Total 

Air J'orce 

Be• "l' bo•bero and d1 YO bo•buo 
r 1g11Cere 
Tranoportl 

Total 

&Hrox1uh 
rength 

15,000 
80,000 
l&,000 
90,000 
15,000 

21&,ooo 

500 
800 

2,000 

3,300 

Aaeuaing tha t the tl ra t echelon ot tran1port pl ane• 
wa• 800, they 1houl.d be able t o drop t he 15, 000 para­
ohu t 1 e to at their • ••lgned poe1t1on• at 4 • ·•· on the 
da1 eeleoted tor the attack and be baolt 1n rranoe b1 
9 •·•· E•en it they lo•t 100 plane•, ?00 pl•nee or the 
tlrot tohelon oollld make a •eoond trip and oarry 
21 ,000 intantry and land t h .. in Ireland by 3 p.~. 

M•nwh1le, the 11oon4 eohelon ot 1200 tran1port1, 
oarr71ng 30,000 troop• and weapone oou.14 lan4 on oap... 
t ured Irioh t ield• at 7 a.m. and return to rranoo by 
12 noon. .Uoaing i t l o at 400 plsnea, tho 800 r.,..in1ng 
oo\lld l and 24,000 additional 1ntantry b1 ? P·•· ult1ng a 
total or 90,000 •<0 in t 1tteen houre. The prooooo ooul.d 
oonUnu. dlll"1ng the night and 1 t aight be pootiblt to 
aubot1tute a1r-tranaport tor oomt or t ho i nf antry it had 
been planned to • o•e by •••· 

Mo &l14er• ha•• been taken into aooount 1n thl• • o• •­
••nt and their uee voUl.4 either rel1t•e the tran1port 
plane• or enable eore auppl1e• to be carried o•er. 

An air o ttloer oollld probably deteot a gre:it •••7 
fla wo 1n t hi• plan. I h•Te h&d no •XPerlenoe •long thl• 
11n• and ~·• not the neoeeaar1 te.xt 1 to work out the 
l og1otioo. But eTon 1f tbe operation • nY1 0Agtd greatl1 
•xoe•d• the ootual pooeib111t1eo, Judling by paat opora­
t1ono it would ••ea that tho 0.J'lllan• oollld 1•1111oh & •er7 
t oraid•ble air-boni• attaolt on Ireland. 

2. Tht Ot..,..n J>lan ot At tack. 

AA7 plllJI th • Oe,....n• foraUlate it eur• to b• & 
dangerous ono. lfb1le 1 t •igbt take any ono ot a n1111ber 
ot Yariatlono it wollld probablJ inTOlT• t hr•• ••1n 
1l 1aeni• 1 

(1) 
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(1) The proteot1oo or the inYading toroe b7 oreating the llAltiaua oontueton i n t he North of Ireland b7 bombing oongeated oi•iltan area• and •il1ta17 canton11ent1, deetruo­tion of airor•ft in aird.ro•e• and the unrel enting at tack on ool1.a1no • oving to repel the inTaeion. 
( 2) The •et&ure o f all available landing field• ln order to expedite the unloading of air-borne troop•, provide ba1e1 t or !lgbter plane•, and den7 the uae or the Southern landing fi eld• ae bale• tor the t ighter plane• o t the defender•. 

(3) The capture and oooupation ot c ertain port• And beaohe1 ! or uae or the •ea-borne troop• and the unloading or heav7 equip:sent. 

The plane would certa inly include the oapture or Cork which hao an excell•nt har bor and part tao1li tieo and probably contain• oono!d -.rable etnree of rood. Liaerlok, while in many waye not 10 good a• Cork, might aloo be ueed ao • debarka tioo part becaus e it would allow an inYading toroe to march to the North up the oorridor ot the Sbannon Rlnr wlth good lift fiaok protection. 
The u1£ure of Dublin and the general Une to the Weit •long the Royal Canal to Kull1ngar lllght 11ea to i nvol•e initial operation• too tar to the North. But the oapture or Dublin would dr.aor•li•e the govern:oent ot Eire and upeet plane tor the detenee or Ireland. It would enable the O.raane to obtain val uable etoree before they oould be deetro7ed. The initial landing or an invading force oo the excellent landing field• or Dublin would put the defender• o r Ireland at a dieadvantage at the outoet , and would tee• a proper riek to tl<ke. Tb• in•adere would have to trust to air ouperiorit7 to bold ott th• troopo approaohlng from the North until their pooition oould be oon•olidated. In the abeence or ao tor tranepart tho lnndera would hau ~ take Dllblln from the air, it 1t wao to be done quioltl1. 

Bearing 1n mind the eeoential el.,.ento o f the Gen>an plan or in•aeion, and aeeuaing that Sunday, Mar 3rd, wae the date •elected, the German operation• aight take a fora • o•othing like t h11: 

(l) At 2:00 a.a. the oi•ultaneouo boabard&ent ot the citi•• of Cork, Dublin, Liaeriok, Beltaot, London­derr7, Mullingar, the military tl7ing field• and oanton­aento o f t b e North and South, and the road• and railroad• leading troa tho North into Eire, acooapanied b7 Fifth Colwan oabotago. 

(2) At 3100 a.a. the intenliTe boabardment or the de!enoee ot tho landing field• the Germane intended to uee. 
(3) At • :OO a.a. landing parachute t roop• end the removal or the obataol•• frOll the rolloV1ng landing tielde: 

(a) Dublin Aro•: Oollin•tovn, Baldonnel , Goraonetovn, Phoenix Park, Oaotl• Knock, lildonan, L•opardotovn, Dubl\n Ba7 Beaob, an4 Portaarnook Strand. 

(b) 
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(b) Cork Area: rel'lloy, Balllncolllg 1, Balllnoolllg 2, Belvelly Bridge, Saleen, Cloyne, 5k1bbereen. 

(o) Llmerlok Area: Rlneanna, Foynee, K1lconry, AdAre, Limerick 1, Llmerlok 2, Newcastle Weet. 

(d) Curragb Area: Curragh Camp, Leixllp, Athy, B1ehope­cour t Houee. 

(e) Wa t erford Areal Tramcre. 

(!) Wexford Area: Ferns, Johnstown Caetle, North Slob, Nev tonbirry Houee, Roaegarland. 

(4) At 7:00 a.m. the lAndlng ot the tlre t vave ot air-borne l ntantry and tighter plane•, capture ot Dublin, Cork and Limerick, and preparation ot the port• t or the uee of the •hlpa. 

(5) The arrival ot transporte at Cork and Limerick, and the development ot the German plan ot oompalgn. 

Throughout all the above stag .. German bombers end fighter• ceaeelessly attack the detendlng troops and aea1at the1r intsntry in the reduction ot centers ot reaietance. The troope vhl oh landed at the various tields are concentrated. The maximum advsntnge la taken ot the I.R.A. and other Fifth Colwan element•. 

3. The Timing ot the Invaelon. 

All tha t can be said on this poi nt ls that it le ~ste to assume that lt an at t ack la planned, 1t vlll tall be­fore Aaerica attains her maximum military strength, at a eeaaon vhen the nlghta are long enough to perml t the com­pletion ot t he inl tial atl'.gee ot the lnvaslon under co ver ot darkn••• and the days are no t too short t or the ex­plol ting or the advnntagee ga ined by eurprlee , and when etoras at sea are lntrequent . The Japanese, vbo bave had much experience 1n landlng operation•, usuelly make thelr landing• Just before davn, on a day when the tlde ia h igh Just atter davn. 

!! 
THE STRF-NGTH OF AN ADEQUATE DEF'ENSE FORCE. 

The conclusion pres ented as to an adequ.ate detsnee t orce rspreeents the strength belie•ed suttic1ent to ensure the holding or Ireland against any troop• it might reaaonnbly be antioipated that the Germans could use. 

There are t our main t ao tora which vould eeem to enter i nto determining the etrengtb o r en Allied torct euttioient t o defeat a German 1nva11on. 

1. Reliance to be Placed on E1re Al'lly. 

Th• E1re Regular Army i• ooapoeed or excellent material. Since OOllllencing thle eetimate I ha•e had the 

opportunity 
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opportunity or meettng Major General Coatello, tn co,..,e.nd 
or t he lot D1v1aion , Colonel Fox, the Chief or St a rr, 
Commandant Emphy, G-3, and a o~e ot hers . I witneeted e 
tactical exerolae and a t t ended an o r ricera' Refreaher 
Course. I formed a very rsvora ble impression o r t he 
cbnraoter and Abili ty o r the officers and t he excellent 
dieolpline and quality o r t he troops . I n oaee o r a 
Ger man invasion I em convi nced that t he Eir• Army would 
tight bravely and t hl\t lts hi gh oommand would welco~e the 
assis tanoe o r the Alli es end would cooperate l oyally with 
thel!I, 

But, as already painted out , the Elre Ar my i e 
destitute o r all equipment neoeaa" ry to an ertioient 
modern fighting force . I bel ieve it would be incapable 
o r ottering more then a spirited but brier rcststanoe to 
a German tnvaalon and ln oalculatlng the etrength or the 
r oroe wbloh the Allles should provide t o tnsure Ireland 
agains t conqueot by Germany, it has seemed beet t <> dte­
regard it. 

2. Strength or Subversive El emen t s in Ireland. 

Irlsh officers have t old me tha.t t he strength or 
t he I .R.A. and other aub•erslve elements which mlght be 
expected to help Germany in t he event or an lnvaalon le 
not o•er ttve per oent . Taking the population o r Eire at 
2 , 968,420, t his would gi ve us 148,421 dleatteoted i ndlvi­
duals, without conslderi ng t he l,279,745 people who live 
ln the Slx CoWlt l ea o r the North wher e condition• are not 
harmonious . Dleoounting the women ln the dl eatteoted 
ramlliee (some ot whom are undoubtedly dangerous) the 
number or persons who mlght be counted as a Flrth Column 
1a quite ror m1dable. 

Irel and le very poor. Many ot its people have been 
cold and hungry all wlnter. elnce t Lls es tima t e was 
commenced, bread Allowance has been reduced. Coal is 
practically unobtalnable by t he poor end the auppl,Y or 
tur r has proved uneat1sractory. On March 3rd the consump­
tion or gas , with whlch most o r t he cool<lng 1& done ln 
the ci t ies, we e d r•e t lcally curtolled, and further reduc­
tion i o ant1clpa ted which wlll obliE• s ome o r t he l•rge 
l ndue t r i a l employer• or labor to go out or bus iness. With 
bread short, and ruel ror cool<lng other t oods equally so, 
the I »lsh people mus t look forward to r eal privati_on. 

Under such oondl. tlona , the r anks o! the d l ee rteo t ed 
wlll swel l and bsoome receptive t<> the sort of propaganda 
s pr ead by German agents . Thie ra ot bP8rs on the s trength 
ot a defense f orce whloh may encounter attack and 
obetruotlon from the I1•1ab as well a s the Germans . 

3 . L1m1 t a tlone Imposed by the lleutrall ty or El re, 

Not only i e Etre unable to r epel an invasion ln rorco 
by Germany, but the policy or neutrallty to which ahe 
adheres 1apoees grave b.andlcapa on the Allie• in comi ng 
to her eeeietanoe. I ne tead or bei ng able t o defend the 

port a 
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ports and a i rtl elde or Eire by aurt101ent guns Bnd 
tighter plenee based on Southern Airdromea , and by 
ccncentret1one ot highly mobi l e, hard-h1tt1ng troop• 
placed in critical areas, who can crush air-borne in­
vaders before they organize, the Alli ~• are compelled to keep their troops North or the Bor der , d ispersed 
t hrough the Six Coun ties. Their tiret warning o r an 
invasion might conceivably be the German boabe. By the time the All i es could put 1nto ertect their plane o r 
defence, the a1r-t1elda , por t s and beaches and the key posi t1ona in Eire might be in German hands. Their 
columns moving south will be att acked by German bombers end hampered by Fifth Column aebo tsge , through ruined 
towns till ed with panic- s t ricken people . As they get f urther South t hey will lose t he protectio n or their 
tighter planes t or lack or !1elde upon which to baee them. They will ha ve been forced to spo t Gerinany the preci ous hours ot time end 1nitiatiVP whiob have roade 
Japan so danger ous. 

4. Fae tor a or Ti me and Space t:ork t or t he Invader. 

Before the Allied ground troops baaed on the Nort h 
could strike an i nvnder, they would be obliged to travel oone1dersble dietsnoee. It le impossible to tranelate auch distances 1nto tenns or ti.me heceuae there i • no means or determining the extent to wh1oh mo roh1ng columns 
would be deley~. But it we aeaume that because o! the •ground r ulea • imposed by Ei re ' • policy o! neutrality the Allied columns would etsrt t rom the general Esat­
West l i ne Newry - Armagh - Enn11k1llen (!ew t r oops oould be quarters~ Sou th or that l i ne) , we fi nd the following road d1etsnoes to looalit1ea which the Germane are litel y 
to try t o aeue: 

Newr y t o Dublin Area 
• • Cu.rragh • 
• • Cork • 
• • L1lller1ok 1 , v1a Dublin 
I. I • I • Mull1ngsr-

Tullamore-Nensgh 
• t o Wexford Ares 
• • Wa tertor d • 

Armagh to Dublin Ares via 
Carr 1ckmaoroe•-Navsn 

Armagh to Cur ragh Area via 
Car r lokmacr o ••-Navan 

Armagh to Mull 1ngsr Aree, v1a 
Oss tleblaney- Oldcastle 

Armagh to Cork Area 
Armagh to Llmeriok Area, via 

Mull ingar 
Ari:agh to Wexford Ares, via Navan­

Naae-Carlow 
Armagh to Wntertord Ar e& , via 

Navan-Naaa-Carlow 
Enn1ek1ll en to Dublin Area via 

Cava n- lell• 
Enniek1llen to Ourr agh Area via 

Oavsn-Mull1ngar 

65 1/2 miles 
92 3/4 • 

225 1/2 • 
167 l/2 I 

164 
158 3/f. 
179 3/f. 

91 

106 

?7 
222 1/2 

173 1/2 

178 

182 1/2 

103 

114 

!:nn1sk1llen 

• 
" • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
I 

• 
• 
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Enniekillen to Mullingar Area 
• • A tbJ.one Area •ia 
Long to rd 

innUUllen to Cork Area •ia 
Roeeorea-Tburlea 

Enniak1llen to Limerick Area •ia 
AtbJ.one-Roaacrea 

Enn1ak1llen to Waxford Area Yia 
Tullamore-Kilkenny 

Ennl&killen to Waterford Area 

72 a1lae 

?9 • 
212 • 
163 • 
202 • 
161 • 

It 18 apparent that before an invading toroe at any 
ot t he above localit iee could be attacked by the Allied 
ground troops, much valuable t ime woUld hav~ elapsed and 
the enemy voUld be in a position to otter otteotive 
organized rociatanoe. 

S. Conolua1on: 

Talt.1ng the above factors into conaideration, ae well 
ae the tac t that the loes ot Ireland aight be almoet aa 
di1a1trou1 ae the conc;ueet or t he United Kingdom, to 
"'11ob 1t might actually lead, it voul.d ae em t.hat to enabl e 
the Alli e• to be r~•onably certain or holding Ireland 
again•t a determined ~noan invaa1on, their torce• ahoUld 
approximate the following strength: 

Troop• 

Eight Infantry Di•1a1ona 

Three Motori zed Infantry 
Di vi alone 

Two Armored Division• 
s1x Regiment• Anti-ilr-

oratt Artille17 
Corpe and Army Troop• 

Air roro• 

600 Heavy Bomber• and Dive 
Bomb ere 

lOOO Fighter• 

I ha•• not the Table• or organization available to 
determine the nuaer1o&l atrength or the abo•e force and 
it voUld be atfeoted by whether eq\l&l'e or tl"1angul.ar 
d1 •1•1on• were eaployed. I believe the troop• ehoul.d be 
aomewbero 1n the neighborhood ot 300, 000 men. 

JOHN REYNOLDS 

Lieut. Colonel, G. s. O. 
M111tary At taohf, Dublin 

Mo.rob 9, 1942, 
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Enoloaure No. 
Fl"om. Aller 1 c &n 

3 to Dea potch No . 317, doted Morch 21, 1942. Legation, Dublin , Ire l and. 

DEPARTllENT OP DEPE!ICE 
Parkgote, Dublin. 

19th March, 1942 . 

»1 dear M1niater , 
I have rood with deep intere•t the memorandum you were good enough to gi•• me laat evening. I ""' ovoil­ing ot the opportunity to IOAI<• a r ew obeervationa on it from t he militar1 point or •i••· 
May I at the outaet aay that I feel that 1n the first &nd last aontencea ot paragraph 2 , aa well aa 1n ecme other parta of the memorandum, you hnve pe1.nted tho picture rather bl acker than it in effect ia. Thia might have untortun&te repercu1e1on• in aa much as it might defeat the pr i mor1 object of the memorandum by con•e11ng the impreaaion that our defence poaition ia ao weak that 1our country would not be Juatifled in relenalng equ ipme.nt to ua on the ground• that t he pro­vialon or auch equipment would not material ly improve our present poaition. In making thla coanent I re•­li~e thst 1ou ara the beat judge or the eff ect thia picture mar have on your people. You are, ot course , aware that even t hough we are inadequatel1 equipped the overrunning or Denm1rk • 111 not be repeated here. F\.Lrthermoro, we are sa t1sr1ed that given the necea1ar1 material wo will atop the invader. 

In paragraph 4 the figures 200,000 reproaentlng 20 light A1rborno Divi1iona appeara to me to be an over-eat1"'ate. Thie apart from t i ghter craft would require aoae 12 ,000 transport planea and glidera. So tar , we have no 1n/ora•t1on that a torce ot th1a mag­nitude could ba mode available. I oannot agree tbet air landings oould be made at almost any point in Southern and South Weatern Ireland without aorioua oppoaition, nor do I agree that suitable amergency landing tlal da are aa plentltul u 7ou 1ugge1t. You ••1 be thinking of glider , parachutists and craah landings Which could, or courae, be made at al.moat an7 point. Should tho Ge.......,a aucceed in securing operational land.log fields then I agree that a much leeeer number o t a1rcrart could, ov•r a comp•ratlvel7 abort period, build up a large airborne force . 

It 
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It z1ght be 1D1'erred from your atatnient that 
Fineonno Aerodrome ia not defended. Thi• ia defi­nitely not the cue. In ract 011r plane provide for making a maximwo effort 1n the defence o! our harbour• 
and aerodrome•• A denial or the•• tacilitl•• would render a aucceoatul German 1n•aa1on ot tbl l countr7 practically Ulpoaslble. A• our equlp~ent poaltion lmprov•• eo alao wlll our ability to den7 theee 
r.c1l1 tie• . 

In paragraph 7 you ref er to our ahortage o! tech­nlciana. 'l'hl• ia largel7 true alnce we are not an 
1nduatri•l country. Oeapite thla, however, our omall air and armoured forcoa ore capable of oona1derable ex­pansion. 

On page 11, eub-paragraph (e)• you have omitted a 
factor which I think 11 or importance and that is - it would tu.rtber greatly decrease the danger or a German attempt to defeat Great Britain by atr1lc1ng at her through Ireland. 

lllght I auggest that instead or the reccmiendaUon contained in the laat 5 l1neo on page 16••you would 
atrongly urge that we be 1mmed1etely aupplied wi th the following 1tema which would not require much ahlpplng apaee: 

(a) 150 - 57 m.m. anti-tanlc guna 11.5, complete 
with apere ports and 1, 000 rounds of 
ammunition per gun. 

(b) 48 - 75 m. m. guns complete with instrwnente 
and 1 , 000 rounds or e.umin1t1on per gun. 

(o) 150 - 61 m.m. Morta.re complete witt. 1natru­
mento a.nd l , 000 round• or emmun1tion per gun. 

Id) 400 - 60 m.m. llort5.ra complete with instru­
menta and l , 000 round• of &JlUllUnltion per gun. 

(e) 100 - 37 m.m. Ant1 -A1rcratt Mobile Gun.a 
plete • 1th lnatrumenta, apare part• 
5,000 rounda ot &11U11U11it1on per gun. 

com­
and 

(t) 2000 Thompeon 1ub-maohin1 guns and 10, 000,000 
rounds o! IJl:l!Ul>it1on. 

(g) 50, 000 rltlea •1th 25,000,000 rounde .300 ..,_ munition. 
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Apart from ita effect on morale thlo material which we are at preaent capable of handling, would conalderabl1 strengthen our defence poaition. I .., not including light automatic• for the reason that we have o number ot Bren guns in service and t o introduce an automatic or another calibre would complicate &mll!Unition aupply. Beaidee • • have a large number on order • 1th the Brltiah War Office which we hope • lll be ~elaaeed. 
'il'hilat not desiring t o make any comment on the politi cal aspects or your memorandum, I do reel that on page l4*"*• here certain political tactora are re­ferred to, the fund&mental factor underlying the political a l tuation in t hia country, that la partition, might be mentioned, 

I oonnot eay how much I apprecis t e your personal interest in the /U·ny •nd its problems. No less do I appreciate the pr i vilege or seeing your memorandum . It I can be of any •••iatanee to you in your efforts on our behalf kindly let me know. I take thia oppor­tunity or assuring 7ou that the equipment which I am asking to have released immediately can be manned on delivery be exlating Unite . 

I remain, 

~y dear ~1n1ater, 

Yours very ainceroly, 

(Sgnd) D. McKXNNA 

!Ha Excellency, 
"r. David Oray, 

United States Legation , 
Phoenix Park, 

Dublin. 

•See page 9 (e) of Bncloaure No. l, which la revlalon 
of Memor&ndua ho.nded to Lt . Oen . McKenna. "* • page 13, laat full peragraph. Qo-** " pag e 11 , 12, etc .. 



Encloaure No. • to Deepatcb No . 317, dat ed Marcb i1 , 1942, Fro= American Legation, Dubl1n. Irelao4 . 

AMERICAN LEGATION 

OFFICE OF THE MILITARX ATTACH£ 

DUBLIN, I RELAND. 

Karoh 9 , 1942. 

Tbe Honorable Dav1d Gray, 

Aoaeri oan Miniat er, 

Dublln. 

Si r : 

Purouant to your requeot I enclose an eatimat e I 

have prepared on the German threat to Ireland and tbo 

s trenotb neceeeary to meet lt. Ae I t old you, the 

eot lm4te ie purely my ovn opinion and ln no sense 

repr esent s the vi ews of the War Depar tment , I ohould 

not have ventured upon such a eubJect excep t for the 

! set tho.t I am your only a vailable mi l itary adviser, 

and I f elt you were enti tled t o my Opinion, for what 

H may be vorth. 

Reapeottully yours, 

( Sgnd) JOHN REY~OLDS 

Lieut , Colonel, G. S, c. 
Mi litary Attacbe. 



Encloeure No . 5 to Deepatch Ho, 317, daUd Karch 'l , 1942, 
Fro; Amer1oon LcgAt1on. ~ublln. I reland. 

My dear Colonel Reynol ds , 

LEG ATIOll or 'fll£ 
UNITED STATtS OF ~'!ERICA 

Dubl1n, Karch ll, 1942, 

I acknowledge recelpt of your l etter or ~roh 
9, 1942, and the text or your paper ont1tle4 ' The 
Gormnn threat to Ireland and the str ength neceeeary 
to mee t 1t• whioh you have very kindly prepared et 
my requeet , 

I have read tllls pape r •1ery caretully and v1ah 
off1c1all1 to congr~tulate you on the br~a4 and 
l11aglnat1 ve comprehens1on ·<1 th 'llhlch you heYe en­
visaged the e1tuat1on and the pa1nstak1ng co~petence 
wl th wlllch 1ou have worked out so auch valuable de­
ta1l, 

I am 1n entire accord with your conclueione. 
It a fortunate trend of events averta from th11 
country the threat vh1ch we both believe to be 
menac1"'5 1t, we shall have taken only the course 
that r easonable prudence dic ta t es. I t , on the 
other hand , our appr ehens1one are borne out by 
subsequent events, we shall have done our auty 1n 
endeavorin~ to torecaet a mos t darlderoue &ituat ion 
and calling i t to the attent i on or our euperiore, 

I i Mend at an early date to torl'ard your report 
to the Secretary or State and request you to ror\lar4 
a copy or 1t to the Secretary or War with a copy or 
th1a letter, 

Youra sincerely, 

{S~-n4) DAVID GRAI 

Lt , Col . John Reynolds, 
M111tary At tache, 

A'er i can Legation, 
Dublin, Irel and, 



FERMOX 

BAI.DONNEL 

q9urz9p•i a ( 

APPENDIX .t. 

Llet or: 

l. Airdromes. 
2. Seapl ane Stations and La.nd1J18 Grounds. 
3. Sites Reported Su i t able tor Aircratt . 

(Unless otherwise stated, map reterenoe a are to Ordnance 
Survey Map, 1/2 inch equals l mile . ) 

County CORX 

Poei tion: - 52° 09 ' 00' North sso 171 OO' 
Weet, 

Location:- One mi le North West or FERMOX, 
Runways:- North to Sou t h 700 Xar ds , 

East to Vest 800 Xards, 
Surface le ot grazed grass . 

Hangers:- Tbere are tbree hangers, but 
i t i s not known whether t hey 
are in use. Eaob would house 
three Ansone or similar air­
ora.tt and are or a type used 
by the R.A.F . as semi - portable . 

Obstruction:- A barbed wire fence runs across 
the aerodrome, separating the 
golt llnlte to the South and 
the part restricted to the use 
ot the Air Corpe to the North, 

Nearest Roads: - Main r oad trom FERMOX to 
MITCHELSTOllN rune along the East 
aide ot landi ng area, a miner 
road, branching North West t rom 
the above mentioned road, rune 
along North East elde ot landing 
area, 

Nearest Railway: - Fli:RMOX rai l way station l s 300 
yards South . Branch line trom 
l'ERMOX to MITCHELSTOllN runs along 
Vest aide ot Landi ng area, 

Nearest Town:- n:J\l.!OY, one mile South East 
MITCHELSTOWN, ei ght miles North. 

Remarks:- We have two plane ot this aero­
drome. Thia is an Air Corps 
Aerodrome. 

County DUBLIN 

Poeltion:­
Location:-

Runway a:-

530 16' North 050 27 1 West , 
Immediately South West ot BALDONNEL, 
2 mil •• South Weet ot CLONDALKIN, 
6 miles Weet Sout h West ot DUBLIN, 
None. The General dlmenalona 
are:- North to South l,050 yarda, 
Nortb East to South West l ,090 
yard1, Eaet to West 650 yard1, 
South Eaat to North West 775 yarda. 

Li ghting:-

REGRADEV ~T':.:.AZSIFTED 



CASTLE KNOCK. 

L1ght1ng:- Includes flood 11ght1ng, 
cbatruetlon Llghta and tlarea . 

Reruell1ng:- Petrol ?7,000 gala. 011 1,500 
gs.la . Also 8,000 gala. stored 
1n lO gal . druma. 

Hangera:- There are two 204ft. by l?Ott. 
by 2srt . h1gh and one l02rt. by 
i?o rt. by zs rt . h1gh. 

Radlo:- W/T, R/T and C1v1l D.F. 1 M111tary 
T?? gr ound atat1on and two a1rcrn1't 
aeta atand1ng by . 

Obstruction:- There are no obstruct ions , 
Derenoe:- Two 40- mm. Botors guna, two Rolls 

Royce armoured os.ra and ee.-eral 
M.G. Poata, Ferro concrete 
blookhouses (x) number unknown, 
under oonatruotion. 

Neareat Roade:- .ldJo1na through r oad wh1ch 
connect s v1th ma1n road between 
NAAS and DUBLIN, and w1th ma1n 
road running South trom LUCAN. 
Numerous road j unct1ons w1th1n 
one mile of aerodrome. 

Nearest Ra1lvay: -Ma1n l1ne ra1lvay, South Weat 
trom DUBLIN to WATERFORD, LIMERICK, 
ATHLONE, etc., Neareat atatlon la 
LUCAN, 2 mil es North by Weat. 

Nearest town:- DUBLIN, 8 ml les Eaat North East . 
Remarka:- Thia aerodrome belongs to the Alr 

Corpe. Plans or th1e aerodrome are 
held at H.2, B.T.N .I. 

Position:- 530 22-1/21 North . so 23 1 West, 
Location:- F1ve m1lea West North We et or 

DUBLIN. I mmediately East or t he 
ground& or B1ewel lstovn House. 

Runways:- No la1d-out runways . Maximum 
run East t o West 850 yards. Al l 
d1rect1ons 550 yards. 

Hangars:- Thr•• · Ona t o take D.B.Moth 
unfolded . One about 70 rt . span. 
One about 80 tt. span. 

Retuel llng:- 1,000 gall . tank, a t present empty; 
pump dismantled . 

Nearest roads:- Secondary road trom Phoenix Park 
to CLONSILLA rune close to South 
s1da or aerodrome . A m1nor road 
runs North and South along the 
Eaet slde, 

Neareet rallway :-DUBLIN, 5 m1les. BLANCHARDSTOWN, 
l - l/2 m1les. CLONSILLA , 2-1/4 
m1lea . Stat ions on ma 1n l1ne 
DUBLIN - NAVAN. 

Nearest town:- DUBLIN, 5 m1lea East South Eaat. 

Private aerodrome owned by 
Ron. A.E. G~1nnesa. 

COLLINSTOWN . 
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Poeltlon:- 530 251 4 1 North. so 15' 
v .. t. 

Looat1on1- The aerodrome 1a 5 3/4 m1l ea 
North or DUBLIN on tho Weat 
aide or the main DUBLIN-SWORDS 
road. 

Runva:re:- North to South 1,400 yards. 
East to Wo at 1~400 ;rarda. North 
Eaat to South wo at 1,760 ;rarda. 
North Woat to South Eaat 1,00 
7arde. 

Llghtlng:- Lighting 1noludee four flood-
11ghta, boundary llghta, 
obetruotlon llghta, i ll wind ' T', 
and line or oontaet 11ghta. 
Beaoon inatalled. 

Hangars:- One 300 tt. by 180 ft. by 35 Ct. 
high. One 155 rt. by 120 rt. by 
ao rt . high . 

Radio:- W/T, R/T, adoook D. P. and Lorenz 
blind landing ayatem. Transmitter 
a t DUBLIN. 

Fuel :- Petrol 9 1000 galls. Oil 900 galls . 
Obstruction:- It le reported that the aerodrome 

hae been obstructed except tor 
the prevailing wind runway. The 
method or obatruotlon la probably 
apikea driven lnto t he ground, 
with wagons avallable to obstruct 
the remainder lt an attack 1a 
impending. 

Defence:- Two Rolla-Royce armoured care. 
Aleo five terro-oonorete bl ock­
houaea (x) one ot which oontaina 
one 12 pdr . 

Nearest roads:- Thia aerodrome la bounded by 
roughly a rectangle or roads, 
on the West elde ot t h• main 
DUBLIN - SWORDS road which force 
the Eaat boundary . 

Nearest railways:- Main line North Crom DUBLIN to 
DROGHEDA, 3 ml lee East ot aerodrome. 
Nearest station ls MAJ..AHIDE, 3 1/2 
miles Eaat by North. 

Nearest toY11:- DUBLIN, 5 3/4 miles South. SWORDS 
1 3/4 m1los North Eaat. 

Poait1on:­
Loeat1on:-

fhle le a civil aerodro~e. 

530 24' North 060 19 1 Woat. 
4 1/2 ml l os Wost North We at or 
DUBLIN. 1 1/2 miles Wost North 
West or PINGLA8. 

Runwa,ya:-



RINEANNA. 

Runvaya:- None. The general diaeneiona 
ara:- North t o South 500 yards . 
North Eaat to Bouth Weat 4?5 
yarda . Eaet to Weat 350 yards. 
South East to North Waat oiOO 
yarda. 

Hangars:- There uaed to be one hangar 
50 tt. by 100 tt. by 48 tt. blgh. 

Obatruction:- The ground ia obetruoted by 
a take a . 

Nearest roada: - Farm road (l/2 mil e long) l eading 
to main road to DUBLIN. 

Neareet Re Hwa.ye : -Ma.in line ralba~,_ We et trom 
DUBLIN to MllLLI~GAI<, ATHLONE, 
ate. 2 mllea South ot aerodrome . 
Naaraat station la ABHTOWN, 2 
mllaa South by West. 

Nearest town:- DUBLIN, 4 l/2 mllee South South 
Eaat. 

Thia ia a dlauaed civ11 aerodrome . 

County LIMERICK 

Poal tlon:- 520 41 1 North oa0 55' West . 
Location:- 14 l/2 mllee West by North or 

LIMERICK on the headland known 
a.a ICNOCKBEAGH POINT. 

Runways:- Four grass runways thus: One -
l,750 ya.rde by 200 yards. One -
l ,717 yards by 400 yarda. One -
l,?60 yards by 200 yards. One -
l ,783 yards by 200 yarda. Con­
crete runway under oonstruct1on 
25th Septembar, 1940. 

Fuel:- Petrol 36,000 ga.lla. Oil not 
kno-..'11. 

Obstruction:- Tvo thlrda obetruotad by atakea. 
Th• remaini ng one-third by G.S. 
va.gona and timber. 

Detenoe: - Ground defence by Air Corps 
personnel with machine guns and 
two Rolle-Royce armoured care, 
seven ferro-concrete blockhoueee 
(x), one 12 pdr in two or them. 
Reentorcemente by mobile columns 
in LIMERI CK area. 

Hangara:- One 200 rt. by 150 r t. by 40 rt . 
high, 

Radio:- W/T, R/T, D/F atatl ona are at 
BALLYGIREEN and URLANMORE. 

Neareet roads:- Speolal road connecting aerodrome 
with main road to LIMERICK. 

Neareet railvay:-Ra1lway line rrom LI MERICK to 
ENNIS etc . 6 miles East or 
aerodrome. Neareet atation is 
CRATHLOW, 6 mllea Ea.et. 

Nee.rut 
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LOUGH CORRIB 
(Seapl ane Allghtlng 
Area) 
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Noareet towns:- LIMERICK, 12 miles Eaet by 
South ENNIS 11 mlloe North 
by Weet. 

Countx MEA'l'H 

Posltlon:- 53° 381 20• North 50 12' 
SO ' West . 

Locat ion: - l mllo North ot GOID!ANSTON, 
The aerodrome le ln the area 
covered by t he word IRI SH'l'OWN 
at 0 1768 (0. 5 . l /2 i nch) . I t 
ls bounded on tho North by 
road eroselng on rai lway, on 
South by 'Whi te • r oad goi ng 
under railway, and on We et by 
a road . 

Runways:- North to South 780 yarde . East 
to Wost 1 , 100 yards. North 
East to South West 960 yar ds. 
South East t o North West 1 ,000 
ye.rds . 

Fuel :- Petrol 29,000 gal ls. 
Obstruct ion:- Tho landing ground ls fully 

s t aked. Tho staking appears 
neither strong nor adequate . 

He.ngare:- Four he.ngars all l n very bad 
state ot repair. Floors bad, 
roots unsaf e, and doors unusable . 
They cannot be regarded as ot 
use t or alr stores . Three 200 
tt. by 170 tt. One 100 rt. by 
170 t t. Doore 100 tt. by 25 rt . 

La,v-out:- Similar to BALDONNEL. 
Nearest roads: - Main BALBRIGGAN-DROGHEDA r oad, 

one mll o West or landing ground. 
Traffic from the se rodrome 
appears to use the r oad r unning 
to IRISHTOWN trom cross-roads 
at o 166671 (0 . S.- l /2 i nch) 

Nearest railway:-Ma1n l ine East from DUBLIN t o 
DROGHEDA. Nearest station is 
GORMANSTON . 

Nearest town:- BALBRIGGAN , 4 mil es South East. 
DROGHEDA, 4 miles North We st. 

Thi s is an Air Corpe landi ng 
ground . 

SEAPLANE STATI ONS AND LANDING GROUNDS 

County GALWAY 

Poai t ion:-



KILLARY BAY 
(seaplane Alighting 
Area) 

BALLYNAIILL HARBOUR 
(Seaplane allghtlng 
area) 
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Poaltlon:- 530 31 1 301 North 090 17 1 West. 
Looatlon:- At North end or Lough adjacent 

to vi llage of CONG. 
Run .. a.ye : - North to South 1500 yards. East 

t o West 1000 yards . 
Faol l l tlee:- Flying boat allpwllJ' 6 rt . wide, 

aultable tor A.C. ot ver7 large 
epan, equipped wi th block and 
tackle tor hauling up; no cradle. 
A marked paeeage leads into a 
eheltered harbour 800 yards by 
300 yards pr ov idi ng a good 
anohorage ln all weather s . 

Nearest roads:- Good roada from CONG to ellpway 
and quaya. Two t hird cl aae 
roada lead to BALLINROBE and 
HEAD.!'ORD on inal n GALWAY- CASTLEBAR 
road. 

Nearest r allway:-Neareat station at BALLINROBE 
6 miles Nort.b North East, t erminus 
ot elngle track branch l ine to 
CLAREMORRIS. 

Neareet towns: - OASTLEBAR--21 mi l es. 

Poel t l on: ­
Locatlon:-

Runwayel -

Faclll ties: -
Nearest roade: -

Nearest town:-

Poe1tlon:­
Neareet town:­
Surtaoe:­
Communlcat1one:­
D1mena1one: -
Remarks:-

BALLINROBE--6 m11ee. 
l!E.ADFORD--9 miles. 
GALWAY--23 mllee , 

53o 38 1 North 100 00 1 Weet . 
Inlet between County MAYO and 
County GALWAY . 
There le a etretoh a few miles 
long at the landward end or the 
ba;r suitable tor all marine 
aircraft . It le very sheltered 
and affords good anchorage and 
l anding ln all weathera. 
No detail• avail able. 
At LEEN ANS:. These are t alr 
roads but there are many nar row 
br1dgee on them. No railway . 
LEENANE which la on the bay 
1 teelt. 

530 34 1 North 09° 58' 301 West. 
CLIFDEN, 6 m1lee . 
Water. 
Road. 
Not known . 
There le a good alighting area 
and anchorage ln th1a inlet 
3/4-mlle West or the mouth o! 
the DAWROS River ln positi on 
L 687595 (o.s . 1/2-lnoh) . 

County 
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CURRAOH C~ 
(Land1ng ~und.) 

LEIXLIP 
(Landing Ground) 
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Co1ma KILDARE 

Poeition:- 53° 09 1 North oso 51' We et . 
Looation:- Bounded on South by the 

Mil1tary Camp, on North by 
undulating grase l and reaching 
to raoeoourse l,ooo yards 
distant: on East by tarred 
road r unning roughly North and 
South from centre of Camp 
bu1ldinge. 

Runways:- No laid out runways. Dimeneione 
or l anding area: East to West 
550 ya,rde (capable or extension 
to 800 yards). North to South 
400 yards . South West to North 
East 550 yards. South East to 
North West 550 yarde. Used by 
Lysander aircraft. 

Refuelling: - T'WO mob1le pwnps on road on 
East aide or landing ground, 

Derenoe:- Two 12-pdr. guns . 
Nearest roads:- Arterial road between KILDARE 

and NEWBRIOOE runs alo, North 
aide or land1ng area. ll roads 
adjacent to Camp are tarmac and 
in good condition. Suitable ror 
all traft1o. 

Nearest railway:-Ma1n DUBLIN-CORK l ine rune 2 
m1lee North of Camp. Nearest 
station KILDARE 3 1/2 miles Wost. 

Nearest town:- NEWBRIDGE, 3 miles North East. 
KILDARE, 3 1/2 mil es West, 

Remarks:- The racecourse hae great 
poee1b1lities for development, 
with runs up to 600 yarde . 
Camoufl88• or aircraft would be 
assisted by the numerous clumps 
of gorse bushes scattered all 
over the course . Plan of thi e 
aerodrome in poesesa1on or 
B.T.N.I. (British Troope in 
Northern Ireland). 

Pos1t1on:­
Locatlon:-

Runwa,ye:-

Ft101l1t1ee:-

53o 21' North 06° 29 1/2' Woet . 
l mile South or LEIXLIP in 
Weetonpark, between the CELBRIDOE­
LUCAN road and tho R. LIFFEY. 
Maximum rune:- North to South 
700 yarde. North East to South 
West 500 yards. Bounded on 
East by mai n road and surrounded 
by trees. Hardly large enough for 
aervlce types 1n view or trees 
and would be difficult to extend. 
raoil1tiee, deta1la not available. 
I n road1nue for uee aa satell1 to 
aerodrome to BAI.DONNEL. 

Ne are at 
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FOYNES 
(Seaplane Station) 

U LCONRX 
\ Seaplane Alight ing 
Area) 

Nearest r-oade:- Adjoint main road CELBRIDGE­
DUBLIN . 

Neareet ra1l llay:-LEIXLIP station 3 l/4 m1lea 
by road . Main Great Southern 
Railway line DUBLIN-MULLI NGAR­
ATHLONE. 

Neareat town:- LEIXLIP, 2 miles North . 
LUCAN l l/2 miles East. 
CELBRfDGE, 2 1/2 miles South Weet . 

Position:­
Looatlon:-

Runways:-

Fuel :-

CountY LDIERICX 

52° 37 1 North 090 06 1 West. 
In estuary ot R. SHANNON, North 
East ot FOYNES I SLAND and 
P'OYNES . 
Rune ot 2 mi le• in all direot iona 
available in SHANNON estuary. 
Three large petroleum storage 
tanks near Jetty. 
Two tor lar ge ! lying boats. 
At FOYNES. 
W/ T, R/T and D/ r. 

Moorlnge:­
Landing pier: ­
Racao:­
Nearest roads:- Main roada from FOYNEB to 

Ne are at 
LillERICK, TRALEE, CORK, etc. 

rai lway:-Rail way lines trom FOYNES to 

lleareet town: -
LIMERICK, TRALEE, CORK, e t c . 
LDIERIOK, 16 mi l es East by We st. 

Position:- 5zo 43 1 North oao 59 1 West . 
Looation:- I n estuary of rivers FERGUS 

and SHANNON. 
Runllaya:- Rune or 2 miles ln all directions 

available ln FERGUS nnd SHANNON 
estuaries . 

Faci lities:- No details available. 
Neareat Roada:- Speci al road joining RINEANNA 

land aerodrome adjoining with 
main road to LIMERICK . Other 
roads oonneotlng wi t h roads to 
LillERICI at BALLYCARRY, CLENAGH, 
etc. 

Nearest rail way:-Railway line from LIMERICK t o 
ENNIS etc . 8 miles East t o 4 
mllee or FERGUS estuary. 
Neareat stations are at CRATLOE, 
8 milee East; SIXMILEBRIDGE, 8 
miles Eat t by North; QUIN, 6 
m1lea North Eaat; and CLARE 
CASTLE, 6 miles North. 

Nearest town:- ENNIS, 9 milee North. LIXERICI, 
14 mil ee East by South. 

Thia la a olvil eeaplane 
alighting area. 

RINEANNA 
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RI!!EANNA 
(Seaplane Station) 
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Position:- 52" 42 1 North 080 55 1 Vest. 
Location:- In eotuary of R. SllANNON 

adjacent to RINEANNA aerodrome 
and immediately West or KNOCKBEAGH 
POINT. 

Hangars:- Contracts for conatruotion or 
hangars, elipwa,y, eto . ware to 
have been placed in May, 1940. 

Runways:- Runo or 2 mi loe in all d1reotiona 
aTailabl• in SHANNON o.nd FERGUS 
eetuari ea. 

Radio :- W/ T, R/T and D/F. 
Naaraet roado: - Special road Joining SHANNON 

(RINE.ANNA) land aerodrome with 
ma.in road to LI MERICK. Many 
quays with local roada con­
nected to LIMERICK on South 
Bide or R. SHANNON. 

Nearest Railway :-Rail way line, from LIMERICK to 
ENNIS etc. , 6 miles Eaat or 
aeaplane stati on. Nearest 
station is CRATLOE, 6 milss 
Eaat. 

Nearest towns:- LIMERICK 12 miles East by 
South . ENNIS, 11 miles North 
by West. 

SITES REPORTED SUITABLE FOR .USE BY AIRCRAFT 

BALLINCOLLW 1 

Poalt1on:-

Ne are et town: -

Surt aoe:­
Communioationa:­
Dimeneiono:­
Remarka:-

Poeition:­
lleareet town:­
Surfaoes:­
Communioations: ­
Dimeneione:-

Obetruotion:­
Ramarlr.e: -

County CLARE 

520 49 1/21 North oso 56 l/21 

v .. t. 
CLARECASTLE, 3/4 miles. ENNIS, 
2 miles. 
~raea. 
Road and Rai 1. 
400 yards in three directions. 
A triangular field 2 miles 
South Eaet ot town giving 400 
yards in three direotione. 
Boundarioe are atone walle 4-6 
ft. high. Extensions might be 
poaaible. 

Coµph CORK 

510 531 North OS" 35 1 West. 
CORK. 
Grated grassland. 
Road and Rail. 
North to South 300 yards. East 
to Wast 800 yards. North East 
to South Wast 400 yard.a. North 
West to South East 400 yards. 
Capable or extenaion to giTe 
1,000 yard• run Eaat to Weet . 
Shallow and inetteoti Te d1tobea. 
A one-way site only. 

BALLINCOLLIG 2 



BALLINCOLLIG 2 

BELVELLY BRIDGE 

BALEEN 

Cl.PYNE 

S!tIBBEREEN 
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Poai tion:-

Neareat tovn:­
Surtaoe:­
Commun1catione:­
D1mena1ons :-

Remarks:-

Poeit1on:­
Neareet town:­
Surrace:­
Commun1oat1ono:­
Dimonaiona: -

Obatruotion: -
Remarlce:-

Poait1on:­
Neareat town:­
Surtaoe:­
Communicatlona: ­
Dimenolona:-

Remarks:-

Pol1t1on:­
Nearoet town:­
surraoe:-

Commun1oat1ona:-

Dlmenoiona:-

Poa1t1on:­
Raareat town:-

51° 52 1 301 North 08° 35 1 

Veet. 
CORI:. 
Graaa . 
Road and Ran. 
East to Voot 800-l,OOO 7ards. 
Horth to South 300 yardo. 
Situated 5 milea Veat or CORJC1 3/4 mil• South or BALLINCOLLIG 
•a• and Juat South or the 
rallwa,y. The eite ie on a 
long ridge with the ground 
eloping awa,y in the North 
and South eidea , and ia open 
and unobatruoted . '!'he pre­
vailing wind blows from Ve at 
to East. 

510 53' North 08° 181 Vest. 
COBH ( QUlil!S'!'OVN) • 
Graaa. 
Road and Rail. 
Rune: Eaet to West 700 yardo. 
North to South 300 7arde. 
Extenei nly atakod. 
Hae boon used ae landing 
ground b7 Cobham' • Ciroue. 

510 52' North 080 10 1 Vest . 
lILIENNY, 2 l/2 milea. 
Grau. 
Road and Rail . 
North to South 400 yarde, 
Ca et to Ve et 700 yarde. 
A riold on high ground l l/2 
miles Vest or Cl.PYNE . '!'bore le 
a runway or about 400 7arda 
rrom North East to South Vest 
with a oonaidorablo elope at 
either end. 'l'bere ie a atone 
wall cattle onoloaure vithln 
the rield and odd boulders are 
strewn about . Now at&Jtod Ill 
oyer with 6 rt. poet•. 

51° 511 45 1 North 080 05' Vest. 
CLOYNE, l l/4 m1lea. 
Graae, on light ola,y. Area 
alopoe very alightly North. 
Road onl7, nee.rut ra1lwa,y at 
llIDLE'!OR, 6 mllea North Veat , 
North to South l,100 yarde, 
laet to Weet 950 yarde, North 
Vest to South East 1 1 350 7ard1, 
North Eaet to South Weat 900 
7ard.a, 

510 33 1 North 09° 141 Veet. 
SlIBBEREEN. 

Surraoe:-
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Su.rraoe:­
Comaun1oat1ona:­
Dimeneione: ­
Remarko:-

Gra11. 
Road and Rall. 
North to South 500 yards. 
Between road and ra1lw117, 
Ju1t Morth ot town. A long 
and narrow tield, running 
Morth and south. Only tit 
tor use in that direction. 
Hae been used tor Avro•e. 

WHI'l'EGATE Sf,Y Posit1on:­
Neareat t own: -
8urtaoe: ­
Commun1cations:­
D1men a1ona :­
Remarks:-

510 50' North oao 141 Wost. 
CLOn!E, 

PUBLIN 

DUBLIN 

Sheltered water. 
Road. 
Small bay, 
Enclosed bay approximately 
3/4 mi le aorose, attord1ng 
complete shelter. Eastern 
side ot CORll: harbour, 6 
mi les South West ot CLOYNE, 

County DUBLIN 

(LEOPARDSTOWN) Position:- 530 161 North 050 ll 1/2' Weet. 
Noa.rest town:- KINGSTOWN, 3 miles . 
Surtaoe:- Grass. 
Communications:- Road and Rail. 
Romarke:- la) Raoeoourso . The ground 

sl opes away in all directions 
trom North West corner. Longest 
run approximately 1,000 yards 
North North West to South South 
£ast on Wost side ot OOIU'Be. 
Ground on East side probably 
eott and unserviceabl e in wet 
weather. Removal. ot barriers, 
hodges, trees ate., and ground 
l evelling necessary bs!ors site 
could be used tor modern a1rcrart. 
(b) Thero is also a small tiold 
adJoining the racecourse elopi ng 
slightly towarde the South East. 
Maximum dimensi ons in a North 
Weit - South East directi on. 
Surrounded by low hedges . This 
has been used sati st actoril7 

(PHOENIX PARK) Polll.tlon:­
Nearest town:­
StU"taoe :-
0oll)!llunicat1one: -
Detenoe :­
Dimensions:-

by a D.B . "Rapide ' . (Di mensions: 
North West - South East 400 
yards , North East - South West 
250 yards). 

53° 21 1/21 North oso 20 1 West. 
DUBLIN, 
Graae. 
Road and Rail. 
Two 12-pdr. guns. 
North East to South West, 
1,500 7arde. North Weat to 
South Eaet 700 yards. 

Remarlca:-



DUBLIN BAY 

PQRTIWll!OCl S'l'RAN!l 

Bl! I YNAXILL !WIBOl!R 
( eaplane alightlng 
area) 
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Ramarl<a:-

Poait1on:­
lleareet town:-
811rraoe :­
Oo111&un1cations:­
Diaen11ona:­
Raaarka:-

Poait1on:­
Neareet town:­
Surraoe:­
Communioat1one:­
Remarlta: -

Polltion:­
Neareet town: ­
Surraca:­
Oommun1cat1ons:­
D1meneiona:­
Remarka:-

Poe1t1on:­
"8areat town:­
Surtaoa :­
Oommunloat1ona:­
D1meneiona:-

O'batruotlona:­
Raaarlta:-

Po11tion:­
llearut town•-

A ready made land1ng ground 
with ample room tor further 
de•elopment. At Pr<!••nt 
ob1truoted by 1takeo. 

530 20 1 North oso 121 West. 
DUBLIN. 
Sand. 
Road and Ra.11. 
North Weit to South Eaat 3 mil11. 
Beach, 11tuated Just south or 
mouth or R. Ltrrtx. Good bard 
aeJ'ld at low water. 

530 25' North os0 071 West. 
DUBLIN. 
SeJ'ld. 
Road. 
A rine etretoh or sand on the 
coast 7 l/2 miles North Eaet 
or DUBLIN IUld 3 m1lea North 
Veat or HOVTH. At present 
c'betruo t!d. 

Oountr OA1.Y!X 

530 34 1 North 090 SB' 301 Veat. 
CLIFDEN, 6 milee. 
Yater. 
Road. 
Not known. 
There 11 a good alighting area 
and anchorage in thie inl1t 
3/'-mlle Veot or the mouth or 
the DAVROS R.1Ter in pcs1t1on 
L 697595 (O,S. 1/2-inoh). 

539 17 1 North os0 55 1 Vest. 
GALWAY. 
Orau. 
Road and Rall. 
North to South 300 7arda. Eaet 
to Veit 760 yards . North Eaat 
t o South Vest BOO yards. North 
Veit to South East 900 yard1. 
At preaent o'bstructed 'by cratering. 
81tuatad 6 ailee Eaet or GALWAY. 
500 1ar41 North East or ORAN!IORE 
llallva,y Station. Approach•• 
rair, 'but t1lephone vl.rea on 
Vut and South aidu. No t]¥1n& 
wen vl.nd 11 between North Eut 
and South Ea1t or North Veit and 
South Vaat . 

530 29 l/2' North oa<> 49 1 Vut. 
TUAI!, l l/2 m1lea . 

surrao11-
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llurtaoe:­
Colllllunioationa:­
Remark1:-

Po11t1on:­
N1arut town:­
Surtaoe:­
Oolllllunioat1ona:­
D1meneiona:­
Remark1:-

Poe1t1on:-
11earut town: -
Surtaoe:­
Commun1oat1ona:­
D1mtneions: -

Poeition: -

Neareet town:-
8urtaoe:­
D1aone1one:­
R111ark1:-

Grau. 
Road and Rall. 
A raoeoour1• l l/2 mi lea 
South Eaat or the town. A 
large area 1uitable t or 
d•••lopment 1r th• yood1n 
raoeooura• building• and 
barrier• are remo•ed. 

Countx gMX 

52° 08 1 North 090 59 1 Veet. 
TRI.LEE. 
Sand. 
Road. 
North to South 2 - 3 m1lee. 
Beaoh

6 
11tuated on Veat ooaet 

or IN ff PENINSULA, DINGLE BAY, 
etretoh or good hard oand 
ou1table tor uee within one 
hour either e1de o r low wator. 
N1are1t 1tation and towne:­
TR.U.£1 - 18 ai~ee , IILLARllEl'. 
- u .11 ... 

52° 0' 1 North 09° 341 Weet. 
IILLARNEI. 
Vor7 rough graaa. 
Main Road. 
North to South 400 yardo . 
North .£ut to South Weet 650 
7ard1. Eaat to West 600 yarde. 
South Eaat to North Weet 650 
7ard1. 
Situated 3 m.ilee Vest ot town 
on lake eid• . Mainl.7 on Eut 
to Veet a1te, eu.rrounded b7 
tr•••· Take ott to North 
1.apoee1ble. OnlJ' au1table 
tor lightl7 loaded Dragon or 
o1a1lar tnu. 

52° 02 1/2 1 North 090 28 1/21 

Vut. 
a:ILLARNB:X, 2 m1lee . 
Ora11. 
600 7ard1 b7 500 7arda. 
A good field 2 l/2 mile• South 
Eaet or the town. Rae been 
ueed b7 D.R. 1 RAPIDE' . 

Poo1t1on:- 62° 16 1 30' North. ()90 '1 Veot. 
1l1are1t town:- TRALEE. 
Surtaoe:- Graeo. 
Colllllunioatione:- Road and Rail. 
D1men11on1:- 11orth Eaat to South Veet 

l,000 7ard1. North W11t 
South la1t ~00 yard• . 

800 -
to 

Remark1:-



VALINOIA 
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Reaarlta:-

Poe1 t1on:­
Reare•t tovn:­
Commun1cat1ono:-

D1aena1ona:­
Reaarlta:-

Poe1 t1on:­
lleareet town:­
Surface!­
Co11mun1oat1ono:­
D1mene1one : -

Remark•:-

Poo1t1on:­
laareat town:-
8urrace:­
Commun1cat1one: ­
D1manl1ona:­
Remarke :-

Racacour1e, aituated 2 mil•• 
llorth Eaet or TRALEE in open 
COllDt1"7 • Sui tabla ror all 
t1j)8a ot a1rorart . .!!Q:l!:-
All the country in the 
neighborhood or TRI.LEE ia open . 
There are many large fielda or 
20 - 30 aorea with good graaa 
aurraooa. Fiel d boundar1•• 
ooneiet ot at one walle . 

510 55' North 10" 181 Weet. 
CAl!lROLVllll. 
Water to l .n11!bta Town, llhere 
there 11 rail and r oad. 
Max1mua run .00 yarda • 
Lan41ng ground on Eaat aide 
or ialand aomawbere near 
111.Bm. Belland uead by 
Waahrn Airvqa. Surface, 
not known. 

CountY UJ.DARF 
52° 581 l orth 070 00 1 We et. 
ATHY. 
GraH. 
Road and Rall. 
North to South 350 7arde. 
North !aet to South Weat 450 
7ard1. Eaat to Veet 300 
7ard1. South Eaet to North 
Waat 450 7arda. 
3 m1laa South We et or town 
on the 11141n road. Surrounded 
by traa1. Ground elopee 
alightl7 to lorth Eaat and 
there are a raw r1dgea. Suitable 
ror light aircraft. There ara 
other f ielda 1n the neighbour­
hood, but thoaa on the Horth 
or town ban telegraph wire• 
along the Veatern e1de and would 
be d&naeroua. 

530 16' North 060 34 1 Weat. 
ll.U.S. 
Grua. 
Main Road. 
Maxi•um run exceed• 500 7arde. 
5 1111•• North Eaet or NAAS, 
on North t1de or main NAAS -
DUBLIN road. Very large field 
reported au1tabla for all t7pea. 
At one time marked with a circl e 
and naaa. 

Qountz llWQNX 

Poe1tion:- 520 ~ 1/21 lorth <YlO 14 1/21 

Wut . 

leareat 



MARYBOROUGH 
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llearut town: -
8u.rtaoe:­
Commun1cat1ona:­
Dimeneions:­
Remarte:-

Position:­
Neareat town:­
Sur!aoe: ­
CoDll!lun1cat1one:­
Dimene1ons:­
Remarko:-

Poeition:­
Neareet town:­
Surraoe:-

IILXENNY, 2 1/2 mileo. 
Oraaa. 
Road and Rall • 
450 yards by 450 7arde . 
A good equare field 2 1/2 
miles North or town surrounded 
b7 low hedgee . Suitable tor 
exten11on. 

Coµnt1 LEIX 

530 03 1 North 070 16 l/21 Vest . 
MARYBOROUGH, 1 1/2 miles . 
Graae. 
Road and Rail. 
550. yards by 300 yards . 
A good field l 1/2 miles North 
East or town. Close to a 
railway l ine. ~1mum dimensions 
North-South. No obatruotione 
on approaches from the North. 
Treee 80 ft. high 250 yard a 
from North bound8.l'J' . 

Oognty LIMERICI 

52° 331 North 080 50 1 Vest. 
ADARE, l 1/2 m.1lea. 
Flat graoo tielde on light loam 
8011. 

Commun1oat1one:- Road. 
Remarks:- A number of !air ai<ad !ielde 

l 1/2 miles South Vest of ADARE, 
South or the road to RATHJ.:EALE. 
At present diYided by hedgee 
and val.le. Landing ground oould 
be oonatructed giYlng 1,000 
7ardo run in throe directions 
without obstructions. Detailed 
1ntormat1on availabl e . 

LD!ERICI l (Rooha Castle) 
Position:- 52° 37 1 45• North 08° 391 28" 

Veet. 
Neareet town:­
Surtaoe:-

LIXERICI, 2 1/2 m1lee . 
Oloae oropped grass, eloping 
al1ghtl7 South East. 

Co111111un1cationo: - Road and Rail. 
D1meneiona:- North North Weat - South South 

Rem.arks:-

J:aet 400 )-arde. Ee.at North 
J:aet - Weet South Weot 900 yarda. 
Situated on the estate or ROCHE 
CASTLE 2 mllll South v .. t or 
LDIERICIL Ground elopeo gentl7 
to South Eaet. Suitable tor 
extene1on to give a landing area 
900 7ard1 by 900 yarda. Acoom­
modation and garage aYa1lable in 
neighbourhood. Detailed 1nror­
aat1on and plan•!!!!!~!·· 

LillERICIC 2 
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Poaition:-

Ntarut town: ­
Surtaoe:-

Com.mun1cat1ona:­
D1mena1ona:-

Remarks: -

Pot1tion:-

Nearut tovn:-
8u.rfac1:­
Commun1oat1ons:­
D1mene1one: ­
Remarks :-

Pos1t1on:­
Neareat town:­
Surtace: ­
Commun1eat1ona:­
D1mena1ona:­
Remarks:-

Pot1tion: ­
ll1are1t tovn:-
8urtaoe:­
Oo11Dlu.n1oat1ona:­
D111tnt1oaa:-

Remarka:-

Poo1t1on: ­
llearut town: ­
Surtaoe:­
Rangara:-

520 39 1 45 1 North 08o 33 1 401 

West. 
LillERIOI!:, 2 1/2 miles. 
Good graaa, oloping el i ghtl7 
to South. 
Road. 
Runs:- North West - South Eaet 
700 7arde b;r 200 yarda. North 
Eaet - South Weet 500 yarda by 
200 yarda. 
Golt courae, formerly a race­
course. Situated 2 1/2 miles 
Eaot or LIMERIOE, and South 
ot main road to NEWPORT: bounded 
on East b;r minor road. The rune 
are ta1rvayo on the golf oouree. 
Suitable tor LYSANDERS. 

s20 27 1 30 1 llorth 09° 02 1 301 

We at. 
NEWCASTLE WEST, 3/4 mile. 
Pasture. 
Road and Rail . 
North - South 600 ;re.rds. 
A alt• formerly used b7 Cobham 1 s 
Air Cirous situated 3/4 mile 
North East or NEWCASTLE WEST. 
Suitabl e tor extension to gi ve 
rune or 800 yards in three 
direotiona. · Approaoheo good. 
Detailed information and plan 
available . 

CountI LOUTH 

530 42 1 North 050 17 1/2 1 West. 
DRCIOHEDA, 2 1/2 milee . 
Grass. 
Road and Ran. 
450 7arde by 450 ;rarde . 
A good aquare t1eld 2 l/2 miles 
South East ot the town, bounded 
b;r lov hedgea. Su1tabl• tor 
development. 

54° 01 1 North 06° 22 ' Weat . 
DUNDALE. 
Gra11 . 
Road and Rall. 
North to South 450 ;rardo, East 
to Weot 250 7arda. 
Raoeoourat. Hae betn used by 
light &1rcrett, but 1e not a 
good landl ng ground, 

Countr HAXO 

530 381 North 09° 13 1 West . 
BALLillROBX, 
Grae1 1 uneven. 
Ona, to take Moth untolded. 

Communioationa:-
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Co1111uuuoat1ona:­
Diaen11on1:­
Re11arko: -

Poe1t1on:­
Ktareat town:­
Surtace:­
Oolllllun1oat1one:­
D1aen11ono:­
R111arlta :-

Road and Rall. 
Runwa;r axoatde 500 7arda, 
Raotoourae. H1gh treee at 
one and but ground probably 
1u1table tor 11ght eer•1o• 
t7p11. 

CoWltr )(EATH 

530 38' North 06° 53' Veet. 
.&!llBOY. 
Gra11. 
Ma1n Road. 
Runva;r exooede 500 7arda. 
2 1111•• North Ee.et ot ATHBOX. 
About t1ve t1eldo here, poae1ble 
tor uea by 11ght alrcrart. 

Poe1tlon:- 53° 35' North oso 54 ' Veat. 
Neareat town:- ATHBOX. 
Surtaoe:- Grata. 
9o'1111lun1cat1one:- Road. 
D1meno1ono:- Xaxlawa runva;r 'O<l 7arde. 
Remark••- l mlle Vut or ma1n read ATHBOX 

to TRIM. 3 allea South or A!HBOX 
and 4 allee North Veet or TRIM. 

Poe1t1on:­
Mearut tovn:­
Surtaoe:-
9o'1111lun1oat1one:­
D1aen11one:­
Re11ar1ta:-

Poe1t1on:­
Neareat tovn:-
8urtaoe:­
Coiamun1cat1ona:­
D1menl1ono:­
R1aark1:-

Pot1t1on1-
llearut town:-

A training ground tor racehoree1. 
Pou1ble tor light alrcratt, 

53o 42' North oso 46 1 Veot. 
NAVAN. 
Grau. 
Ro ad and Rall • 
550 yarde by 560 yardo. 
Thero 11 a very good field 
on the main road between U:LLS 
and NAVAN about halt va;r between 
theee t"° town• oloae to the road. 
Approx. 850 7ard• equare and tro11 
tht nature ot the ourroW>d1ng 
terrain 1t appeare suitable tor 
develoP=ent. 

County SLIGO 

54° 181 North 08° 29' Veat. 
SLIGO, 
Gra111. 
Road and Ra1 l , 
450 7ard1 b7 450 yarda. 
Good aqua.re tlold. 1 a1le 
Veat ot the town or SLIGO, 
b7 low bedge1 and 1u1 table 
exten11on1. 

Oognt1 TIPPERA.lq 

North 
bounded 
tor 

52° 26 1 30° North 010 41' Veat. 
FETHARD. 

Su.rtaoe:-



ARDMOJ!E BAX 

TRAY.0!1£ 

ATHLONE l 
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8urfaoe:­
Collllllunioatione: -
l>iaen1ion1:­
Re:aarte:-

Poeition:­
Nearut town:­
Surtaoe:­
CoiUIW11oationa:-
1>1aenelone: -
Remarlto:-

Poe1t1on:­
lleare1t t ovn:­
Surrao1 : ­
Colll!llun1cat1one:­
Dimeneione:­
Re:mark1:-

Poe1t1on:­
!learut tovn:­
eurtaoe:­
Coaau.n1cat1ona: -
1>1mene1one:-

Re:i:arll:e:-

Gre.11 . 
Road and Rail. 
Not movn. 
Approx.1•tel7 2 &I.lee So1&th 
ot town, big tie ld eloping 
•lightly. Very high tr••• at 
one end. Poeeibl• for uee b7 
light a1roratt. 

Ooyntx VATERFORJ) 

510 581 North 070 H' Vut. 
XOUGll.f.L. 
GraH. 
B7e-road. 
!lot movn. 
About 2 m1lee North of ARDMORE, 
and one m1l• Veet or CURRAGH . 
Landing ground i t not good, but 
could be made eu1table tor light 
eel'Tice t7pee. 

510 581 North 070 43 1 Veet. 
YOOOBAL. 
Yater. 
Not known. 
Not known. 
8&7 approzlmat•l7 l mile trom 
CUllRMH POIJIT and ARDXORE l!li.D. 
Sheltered trom the North, South 
and Veet. 

52" 10 1 North 0'1° 081 Veet. 
TRAMORE, l mile . 
Graee, •loping gradually Eaet. 
Road and Rail. 
North to South 900 7ard1 
maximum. Eaet t o Weet 1,500 
yarde. 
Large f1eld lying i111112ed1ate17 
tut of the TRAMORE - VATERFORI> 
11,r. and one m1le Eaet of the 
tovn. Approaohee from the North 
and Weet o•er aoderately high 
ground. Detailed 1ntoraat1on 
and plan a•allable. 

County Vl8Tllli:ATH 

Poai t1on:- 530 2-& 1/2 Korth 07° 55 l/21 

Vut. 
Nearut town:- ATHLONE, 1 1/2 •1lea. 
Sur tao•: - Gra11. 
Comaunioatione:- Road and Rail. 
l>imeneione:- 500 7ard1 by 400 yarde. 
Remarte:- A Yery ezoellent fiel d 1 l/2 

•il•• 8outh or town on right 
bank or R, llllAKllOJ. Open on 
all 1ide1 but owtng to prozi111t7 
to the ri•er flooding might oocur . 

ATHLONE 2 
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Poa1tion: - 530 251 North 070 54 1 Weet. 

lleareet tovn: - ATHLONE , 1 a1lo. 
Surface: - Gra•• · 
Oo1U1unioat1on1:- Road and Rail. 
D1meneione:- Bot tnovn. 
Remarke:- '1eld u1ed b7 Cobham Air 01rcue, 

1 •ile Eaet or ATl!l.OlfE on North 
tide ot •ain roa4 to MOATS. 
8u1tabl• tor 1<f•&ndere or 

Pooltion:­
lleareet tovn: -
8urraoe:-

e1a1lar airoratt only. Pooaibly 
eott ground in Winter. At pruent 
txt1n11yely 1ta,k1A. 

County VEXPQRD 

52" 351 North Q60 321 301 Vest. 
rEl\Ns. 2 miles . 
Cloao oropped graaa on l ight 
•and7 t oll . 

Oommun 1oat1on1:- Road. 
D1aone1one: - Max1m11111 run Eaat to Veat 900 

7arda, b7 500 7arda (max). 

Remarka :- Senral. tlat t1elde 2 c:ilee w .. t 
by South or rERNs l71ng South ot 
aeoondar7 road to BALLYCARNEY. 
Removal. ot hedgea would provide 
an area large enough t or tighter 
airoratt. Looal accommodation 
limited . Dota,1lod 1nt0rmation 
!Jld plAD !Tl1la5lt , 

Poa1tion: ­
llearut tovn:­
Surtace: ­
Ccm:aunicationa:­
D1men11on1:­
Re11arke: -

Poa1t1cn:-
Near .. t t ovn:­
Surtaceo­
Oollllllun1cation1:­
Remarlte:-

s2° 17 1 North oe0 301 West. 
WEXl'OJU), 3 1/2 ailee. 
Graaa , undulating. 
Road. 
Not tnovn. 
3 1/2 milee South Veat ot 
wuroRD on South Ve at eide ot 
road to )(U!UITOVN. .l north-eaet -
South Veet eite. .l wire tence 
l1u acroH tho runva;r. .lpproaohu 
could be i•prov•d b7 removal ot 
tr111. At present gogpl1telx 

•t!!ked. Hae been ueed b7 a 
Monoopar and voald be au1table 
tor a detached flight ot Lyeandera 
or e1a1lar airoratt, pouibl7 tor 
a 1quadron in emergenc7 . 21m!J:: 
LadJ M. Fitzgerald. Telepllone~ 

Jlo. Wextord 28. petalled infor­
mation •nd plan •••1lablt. 

52° 221 llorth oe0 24 1 Weat. 
11EXFOJ\D, • •ilee . 
GraH. 
Cart traok only. 
ReolaJ.med graaa land area known 
ae the 8LOB 1-41attl7 North 
ot 'llEXJ'ORD llARBOUl\ and eurrounded 
b7 a creek. '!'he land la divided 

up 
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Posltion:­
Neareet town:­
Surrace:-

Commun1oat 1ona :­
D1men11ona: -

Remarks:-

Position: -
Ne are st town: -
Surface:-

Communications:-

Dimensions:-

Remarks:-

Poaition: ­
Neareet t own:­
Surtaoe :-

Co111J11unieationa:­
D1mena1ona:­
Remarka:-

up b7 d)'kee . Some of the 
field• reputed large enough 
to operate tighter aircraft 
u.nder summe r condition• . Arter 
October the area becomes a 
quagmire. 

52" 40 1 North oe0 40 1 West. 
NEWTONBARRY, 1/2 mile. 
Short oropped graes, light eoil, 
eloping moderatel7 North Eaet. 
Road. 
Runat North-South 1,000 b7 
100 7ard1. North Ee.et-South 
Viet 1,000 X 100 7arde. North 
North West-south South East 
1,000 7arde X 100 7arde . Eaet­
Veat 800 7arde. 
A park or about 113 aoree 1/2 
mil• North Weet of NEWTONBARRY. 
The perimeter is wooded. Suitable 
tor Lyaandera; poor tor tightera 
owing to sl ope. Ample local 
accommodation. Tel aphonet 
Nevtonbarry 4 . Detailed i nfor­
mation and plan avai lable . 

520 17 1 North os0 45' West. 
\/ELLINGTON BRIDGE. l 1/2 milee. 
Cra se. Light aoil r emaining 
hard during winter months. 
Rail: WELLINGTON BRIDGE station. 
Road: 2.nd and 3rd olaaa roads to 
site. 
North to South 800 7arda. East 
to Weet 400 yarde (maximum). 
Situated at a oroae roads 1 mile 
North of WELLINGTON BRIDGE in 
the Esta te ot ROSEGARL.AND HOUSE. 
A l arge field in South Weet eeotor 
ot the oroae roads, capable or 
extension. Haa been used by a 
Monospar . Aocom;modatiop: adequate 
aeoo111J11odati on aTai lable in the 
neighbourhood. Telegraph and 
~onf At Wellington Bridge. 

: • Leigh, esq. Detailed 
1nforipat1on and plan ayal l able . 

Oo11Atr non.ow 
52° 45 1 North os0 3l l/2' West. 
SHILLELAGH, 1/4 mi ls. 
Grau, poos ibly liable to 
tlooding. 
Road and Rail. 
Rot known. 
A t1eld ln South Eaet eeotor or 
'T' road Junction 1/4 mile Eaet 

ot 
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GREATER SALTEE ISLA.'ID Poe1t1on:-

Neareet town:­
Surtace:­
Commun1oatione:-

Diiune1one:­
Remarke:-

ot SHILLELAGH; 11•• 1n a hollow bounded by high ground on North, Za•t an4 We•t •1dee. Sultable tor I.T•andere; tor flgbter• onl7 with a South 
wind. 

szO O? 1/21 North os0 36 1/2' 
'Weat. 
l:ILKORZ Q.IJAY on mainland. 
Gr•a1. 
Neareet port l:IL!!ORE QUAY. 
Neareet railway •tatl on 
BRIIXIETOVN G. 8. a. W. Rallwa:t, 
4 a1lee. 
North Eaet-South West 500 ;rarda. A field on the North s1de ot the bland. The longut diagonal run approx1matel7 500 7arda 1n a North Eaet - South Weet direction. Low boundar1•• on 
&11 e1dea. Haa been ua1d.b7 Air Speed l'errr and An-c Tutor. 
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A P P E N D I X "B" 

THE SEAPORTS OF EIRE 

BALTIMORE HARBOUR Lat . 51 o 27 1 N, Long. 9o 161 W, 

Sballov but attorde secure anchorage tor a large 
nUJllber or veaeel a under 10 feet draught and eutticient 
•helter just vithi.n the entrance tor a fev vesoele drav-
1ng up to 24 feet. Depth at entrance 60 feet; at quays 
6 feet at L.W. and about 18 feet at H,W. 

Quays:- Old Pier about 230 feet l ong. 
Nev Pier length unknovn. Railway connected 
to discharging berth on latter. 

Rise of Tide:- Springs 10 feet. 
Neap 9 feet. 

BAJITRY BAY Lat . 51° 40' N. Long. 9° 45 ' W. 

21 miles long by 4 to 6 miles vide. Easy of access. 
Depth at entrance 36 feet but exposed to veeterly winds . 
Formerly used as a fleet anchorage, it affords security 
to the largest veaaels. Landing difficult. Harbours in­
clude BANTRY, GLENGARIFF, BERERAVEN, ADRIGOLE, and CASTLE­
TOWN. 

BANTRY HARBOUR 

Secure and vell 
entrance 36 feet, at 
15 feet average S .T. 
minus of the railway. 

sheltered for large ships. Depth at 
head of pier 26 feet and at berths 
It has t vo piers, one at the ter-

Rise of Tide:- Springs 12 feet. 
Neap 10 feet. 

BEREHAVEN 

Excellent harbour. Shel ter for all classes of ves­
s&l aga.inst all weathers; spacious and easy of access. 
No rail way vit hin 30 miles. 

Quays:- Negligible. 

Ri se of Tide:- Spri nge 10 feet . 
Neap 8 feet. 

BLACK.SOD BAY Lat. 540 04' N. Long. l oo 19' W. 

Large bay, easy of access, Secure anchorage for a 
large number of veaaela, but veeaelo of deep draught can 
lie only near ARDELLY POINT on the vest coast of the 
north l1111b of the bay. 

South end. 
Difficult entry. 
No quay facilitie s . 
Railway terminus at ACllILL SOVND 
VILLAGE nearby. 

North 
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North end. BELMULLBT. 

Very difficult entry. 
Quays:- 240 feet, tor vessels up to 
10 feet drav.ght. 
This area was regularly used by the 
fleet. 
No railway tor 40 miles . 

BLACKSOD POINT . 

Pier 225 feet x 36 feet. Depth a.long­
side 10-12 feet at high vater . 

Rise of Tide: - Spring 10 feet. 
Neap 7 feet . 

BRANDON BAY Lat . 52° 15 ' N. Long. io0 15' w. 
Not safe in certain vinds nor with any appearance ot 

bad weather. Completely exposed to the N.W. 
Sme.l l railvay 6 miles away. A small pier with s t orm 

Vall. 

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet. 
Neap 9 feet. 

CAHIRCIVEEN Lat. 51° 581 N. Long. lOo 201 W. 

One pier protected from the West by breakvater . Berths 
for three steamers of from 800 t o 1,000 tons each and six 
sailing vessels ot from 200 to 300 tons each. Approachable 
a t al l times of tide . 

Depth 12 feet L.W. and 26 teet on bar at H.W. At quay 
about 6 feet at L.W. Railway cocmunicat ion. 

CARLINGFORD LOUGH Lat. 54° 01 ' N. Long. 6° 051 W. 

Secure anchorage f or vessels up to 2,000 tons, 
ing 24 feet. The entrance is dangerous, especially 
L .W. and above KIJ.J..OWEN the Lov.gh is very shal low. 
is connected wit h LOUGH NEAGH by NEWRY CANAL. 

Harbours include CARLINGFORD and GREENORB. 

Rise ot Ti de:- Spring 15 feet . 
Neap 12 feet. 

CARLINOFORD Lat. 540 03 ' N. Long. 6° 11 • W. 

drav­
at 
It 

A small tidal harbour enclosed by tvo piers, the nev 
one sheltering from all winds. Depth 10-15 feet R.W.S.T. 
Dry at L.W.S.T. Depth at entrance H.W.S.T. 15 feet, the 
vidth being 600 feet. Depth along quay 15- 11 teet. At 
nev quay 18 feet. Vessels up to 650 tons use the port. 

CASTLKTOWN Lat. 510 41• N. Long. 9o 541 W. 

Anchorage and pier in BANTRY BAY, 16 feet at end ot 
pier at R.W. Depth at entrance 15 feet. Vessel s or 400 
tons lie bere. Depth alongside pier 13 feet H.W.S.T., 
9 foot H.W.N.T. Pier aceomciodation inadequate, 

CLEGG AN 
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CLEOOAll BAY Lat. 5)0 )~' ft. Loos· 10° 07' V, 

Tolerabl• ah•lter tor aaall v•aaela. llal'bolll' Vh•r• 
amall craft might lie aground. ~ but no port tac111-
t1ea. 

R1ae of Ticle:- Spring 12 feet. 
!leap 9 feet . 

CLEW BAY Lat . 5)0 46 1 II. Long. lOo 00 1 V, 

A apae1oue inlet v1th mocl•rat• cl•pths and ea.y ot 
aeooaa . The head of t h• bay 1• studclecl v1th a very large 
number or ialeta, V••••l• up to 24 feet draught ean 
anchor betveen IllISHOOHT and INISHORE& 1n a depth or 
28 feet . Harbours 1nolucl• NEVPORT, liESTPOHT ancl Il!ISB­
GREE . 

CLIF!lEll BAY Lat . 5}0 )0' 11. Long. 10° u• v. 
Dir1'1cult entranc• ov•r bar but aftorda good an­

chorage ror amall craft. Depth at a.v.s.T. 12 re•t. 
B,V,I.T. 7 feet, Dry at lov vat•r. 

One p1•r, depth alongaid• pi•r 10 feet M.11.S.T. 
SometiJles vesaela of 100-200 tone loacl and d1acharg• at 
pier. Veaa•la or 8oO tons hav• d1acharged 1n bay. Vir­
tually no port rac1l1t1ea but railvay 1n tovn. 

Rise of T1de:- Spring 12 feet. 
Neap 9 feet . 

CORK Lat , 51° 47 1 }}
11 N. Long, 8° 15 ' 14" II , 

(Including Q.UEENSTOllN and PASSAGE) 

Barbolll' provides ample anchorage for a great number 
or large vessel• 1n all veathera and is easy or acceaa 
day and night. 

Depth at entrance ~2 reet L.11. In river, Spring 
29 feet, Neaps 26 feet at H.11. Alonga1de the Vbarvea 
there are 20-}0 te•t at L.11 . V•asels ot 27 feet draught 
have discharged at the CORK de•p-vater quays, lying 
afloat at all ata t•• ot th• tid• . Longest Trana-Atlantic 
11nera can enter and leave at all atatea or the tide . 

Depth• at quays aa follova:­

North Deep-Water and Penroae 
Quaye 
Andersons and North Cuatom•a 
Houae Quays 
South Deep-Veter Quay 
South J etties 
Albert Quay 
South Custom' • Houaa and 
Lapp I 9 Quays 
Penrose and Patrick•a Qua71 
Oth•r Quaya 

Le~th 

1,680 1 

l,2l 0' 
6 0 1 

1,200 1 

990 ' 

ug· l , t 

5,}00' 

Depth 

24 1 L.S .11. 

22 1 

26 1 

}0 ' 
24 1 

20 1 

16 1 

5-7' 

Deptha 
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Length Depth 

Depths at QUEElfSTOllN Quaya 1-

Deep-\/ater Quay at RaJ.lvay 
Station 
Ball&• t and Coal Quay 

600 1 

290 1 
24 1 

171 

Length Width 

Hau1bov11ne Dock 608 1 

Ruohbrooke Dock 580 1 

Victoria Docks, Passage \loot }70' 
Albert Docks, Paaaage \/eat }}0' 

92 l /2 1 

10• 
60 1 

55 ' 

08~1~1£! 
}2 l/2 1 

29 1 

16 1 

181 

The river here ia navigable tor ships ot the larges t 
Clase tor about 2 l/2 miles above HAULBO\ILINE to PASSAGE 
'WEST, whence the river channel to CORK i• 5 l/4 mil es 
long by }60 1 -}001 vide vith 16 teet d.epth at L .V.S .T. 

The port has sheer 1egs to lift 40 tons; hand cranes 
ot } and 2 tons; tvo l 1/2 ton cranes at HAOLBO\/LINE; 
electric t ranaporters , 25 tons, 5 and } tons. Most of 
the dock• at HAULBO\ILIRE are nov out ot commission. 

Alllple rai1vay tac111t1ea, landing pier s or quays 
tor the use of passenger ateemers and other small oratt 
at BALLINACURRA!f, EAST FERRY, AGHADA, CROSSRAVEll, RiliGA­
SKIDDY, MONKSTOllN and BLACKROCK; boat harbour at QUEENS­
T0\111 vith brsakvater for shel ter and accommodation tor 
small boats. 

Riee of Tide: - Spring l } feet . 
!leap 10 teet. 

CROSSHAVEll Lat. 51° }01 N. Long. 90 40• \I. 

A convenient place for vesaels of less than 14 feet 
draught . Depth from 18-}0 feet at L.V.S ,T. 1n harbour , 
dry at L.T. a t quays and bertha . 

Nearest raJ.lvay 14 miles. 

DROGBEDA Lat . 5}o 4}' N. Long . 6° 18 ' II. 

Shallow and narrov ent ry up the RIVER BOYNE. Depth 
on bar 6 feet L.w.s .T. Vessel• of 17 teet draught have 
entered the river and arrived 1n their berths 1n the 
harbour on the same tide. 

Quayage:- },000 feet on North aide and l ,100 feet 
on South aide. 

Depth at Quay:- Sprl.n,ga 21 feet, Neaps 14 teet , 
medium 16 feet, Good varehouae acco111nodat1on. Five 
s t eam cranes, three privately ovned 5-ton electric 
cranee and tvo conveyors. 

Ra1lvay. 

Rise of Tide:- Springs ll teet . 
Neap 9 feet, 

DUBLIN Lat . 5}0 21 1 II. Long. 6° 16• II. 
Entrance 
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l!Jltrance to the harbour to!'Md b7 the channel ot 
the river L1l'1"EY is 1,000 teet vide. Depth on bar at 
L.W. S.T. about 20 t eet. The river or harbour channel 
1• about 7,635 7arda l ong, varying 1n vidtb rrom }3~-
60 7arde. Veaaela drawing 30 toot can enter at H.W. 
and voaeels or 18 reet an<! under can enter at any 
state ot tho tido. 

Depth• at Quays a• rollova:- Length Depth 

Al exandra Basin, South and 
Weet eidu 2,662• 211-26• L.W. 
Alex..,dra Basin, llorth Side 1,316• 32• L. W' • 
Alexandra Bae1n, llorth Side 100' 25' L.W. 
Oeorgee Dock, Inner 650' 16-17 1/2' L.W. 
Oeorfea Dock, Outer 

1/2') 
320• 16- 17 1/2' L,W. 

(Wid h or entrance 31 
13 1/2-16 l/2 ' Spencer Dock about 1 mile 

L.W. 
Grand Canal Doeka 6,ooo 181 L. W' • 
(There are t vo locks , one 
150' x 35' tor vessels not 
exceeding 1118• 1n length, 
the other 120 • x 25 • ro.r 
ve11el1 not exceeding 108•) 

7,46'• 8-22' L.W. Harbour Channel, llorth Side 
Harbour Channel, South Side 5,728• 16-22' L,W, 

Crane11- Ten electric up to II tons 1n Alexandra Basin. 
On llorth aide or Harbour Channel there is one el ectric 
crane ot 100 tone and r i ve up to 4 tons, al so three 
s team cranes or } t one and eleven hydraulic crane• up 
to 20 tone . On South side there are hand cranee up to 
4 tons and t ·on electric ere.nu up to 4 tons . Exteneive 
abed a and t r amvaye connecting vi th the ra1lva7e. Grav­
ing dooke available. 

Ria• or Tide:- Spr ing 12-111 reet. 
lleap 9-11 teet. 

DU!IDALJ[ Lat. 55o }8• 110° II. Long. 6° 15 1 W. 

Depth on bar 3-11 reet S.T. The largest vessel using 
the harbour ia 1,100 tone but no vessels can ent er at 
L.W. S.T. The channel at the tovn ie about 300 reet vide 
and veeeela lie alongsi de quays in 15 reet or vater at 
s .T. Bartha at L.W. dry . Length or channel i n inner or 
harbour about 9,000 reet , Numerous quays on south aide 
ot channel, recently reconetruoted vith ferro- concrete 
troa veet end, tor a distance extending 1,357 teet eaet­
vard, Patent elipvay 1100 t eet long b7 110 teet Yide. 
Good varehouae accOlllllOdation and eeven ste&IO era.nu up 
to 10 tons available. 

Railva7 rune alongside veeael. 

Riee or Tides- Spring 15 teet. 
!leap 11 teet, 

DOllOARVAll Lat. 52° II • 27" II . Long. 7o 35 ' W. 

Depth 
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Depth at entrance 24 fo ot H.w.s .T. and 10 foot 
L.W.s.T. 

Depth at Quay l} root H.w.s .T. and 9 toot Neaps . 

Nev ch&IUlel ie being tormed south or old one . Wharf 
900 feet long, dry at L,W'. Railvay in tovn. 

DUllKERROn HARBOUR Lat, 51° 52 ' N. Long. 9° 29' W. 

Wel l sheltered. Vessels up to ll feet l ie &float 
(up t o 18 foot i f they lie aground). 

Landing poosible at a pier at TEMl'LENOE, dry at l ov 
tide. 

Ott LACXEEN ROCK (botvoon Sl!EEM and TEMPLENOE) room 
ror several large veeaels and a cone1derable number of 
small vessels vith perfect aocurity against all vinde 
&nd aeae . 

Largo vessels bound tor ll:E!IMARE tovn anchor oouth 
of DtJJIKERRon ISLANDS and discharge part of their cargo 
before proceeding up to Kenmare Pier, vhere they take 
t he ground at lov vator . 

DUJI LAOGRAIRE Lat. 530 18' N. Long. 6° 08 1 w. 
(klii8etovn} 

Large vessels can anchor but the area of good anchor­
age is restricted vhen easterly vinds blov. 

Depth at entrance 22- 28 feet L.W.s . T. Quaye about 
},000 f eet as follovs:-

Vic t oria Wharf 
Traders Wharf 
Ma.11 Packet Pier 
Mail Packet Pier 

(Eae t side) 
(West side ) 

Depth 18- 20 feet L.W.S. T. 
10 toot L.W.s ,T. 

17- 22 feet L.W.S,T. 
15-20 foot L. W. S .T. 

5-ton hand cr ane on Vi ctoria Wharf and 2- ton hand 
crane at Traders Wharf. R&1lvay along Traders Wharf and 
Pier. 

Ri ae or Tide : - Springs ll feet. 
Reap 10 feet, 

DUNMORE EAST Lat , 52° 9' N, Long. 6° 59' W, 

West aide of entrance t o River SUIR, depth a t en­
trance 13 feat inside pier head 8-13 feet. 

The pier A90 teat &ff ords a secure anchorage from 
vaet arly galae. Deep vatar quay 230 feet long, Depth 
11 1/2 teat at L.W.S.T. Anchorage 1n the roe.detead i• 
14 feet to 20 t eat L.W.S,T. Secure from al l but southerly 
vinde . 

Quayaga 820 feat or deep vatar quay• and 300 teat or 
quays, dry at L.W. No railvay. 

Risa or Tide:- Springs 12 teat. 
neap 10 raet. 

f!!!! 
Difficult entry. Connected vi th the m.&1nl and by a 

cauaavay 900 feet long, vall shel tered from all vinde. 

Depth 
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Depth at entrance 16 feet L.V.S .T. , at quaya 22 
feet . Pier 1,700 feet vith rail way on it and eight 
ateam craneat 2-10 tons. The largest veaael to use the 
port vas or b , 000 tons. 

Riee of Tide1- Spring l} feet . 
Neap 10 feet. 

FOYJraS Lat . 52° }61 N. Long. 9° 5' V, 

Boo feet quay, berths for five veesels. Deep 
vater berths for veaaela drawing 25 feet at L.V.s.T. 
The l argest vessel to use the port vaa 8,ooo tons. Good 
anchorage. Railvay connects vith all piers and there is 
one 5- ton travel l ing crane. 

Rise or Tide:- Spring 15 feet . 
Neap 11 feet, 

GALWAY BAY. Lat . 530 18 1 N. Long, 9° 5 1 }011 V. 

The largest vessel can enter the roadstead and He 
there at anchor in satety . 

Depth in harbour s .T. 18 fee t , N.T, 12-14 feet . One 
dock only availabl e (Commercial Dock) inaximum draft ves­
sels 16 feet S .T. Dun A1ngers Dock closed until improve­
ment scheme completed. This incl udes deepening and 
videnJ.ng of entrance and construc tion of nev pier, 

Railvay and one 10- ton crane avail able. 

Rise of Ti de:- Spring 16 feet . 
Neap 11 feet. 

GLEllGARIFF HARBOUR Lat . 51° 45 1 N. Long. 9° }4 1 V. 

Harbour vill accommodate vessels draving up to 
25 feet L.V. 

Depth at quays 8 feet L.V.S .T, Inner anchorage 20 
feet, outer 42-66 feet. No ra1lvay tor 11 miles , 

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 fee t . 
Neap 10 foot , 

GREENORE Lat. 540 1 1 55• N, Long. 6° 7' 52• V, 

Depth at entrance 18 feet to 20 feet . Vessel• drav-
1ng 14 feet can proceed tvo miles uP the Lough. 

Depths at quays 12-16 feet S .T. Has tour }-ton hy­
draulic cranes and one 30- cvt at coal quay. 

Patent •11P at VARRENPOINT. 

Rise or Tide:- Spring 15 feet, 
Neap 12 feet. 

INISHLYRE Lat, 53° 49 1 N, Long. 90 381 W. 

A deep and spac i ous anchorage in llBSTPORT HARBOUR. 
Depth 22 to 40 reet. Vesaela are d1echarged afl oat 1n 
20-22 feet L.V. Largest vessel to anchor vas 1,670 tons , 

Jm!IMARE Lat. 51 o 34 1 N. Long, 9° 35 ' V. 

Haa 
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Has a tidal pier, depth alongside about 13-14 feet . 
Railway in t ovn. 

Rise of Tide:- Spring 11 foot. 
Neap 8 feet. 

KENMARE RIVER Lat . 51° 49 1 N. Long. 90 49 • W. 

Above MacKeen Rocks there 18 room for several large 
veesels to moor in from 33-48 feet and for a considerable 
number of smaller vessels, vith perfect security against 
all vinde and sea. Large veesels bound for KENMARE TOllN 
anchor southvard of DUllKERRON ISLANDS, and discharge part 
of t heir cargo before proceeding up to the pier. 

Harbours include ARDMORE , BALLYCR01'ANE, BANNOW, KILL­
MAKILLOG&, KENMARE , ORMOND and DUNKllRRON. 

There are piers at KILUIAKILLOOE, BLACKWATER, TAHILLA 
and at OREENANE. 

Rise of Tide :- Spring 10 feet . 
Neap 7 feet . 

KILLARY BAY Lat. 53° 38 1 N. Long. 9o 55 ' W. 

Good anchorage for all classes or vessel s at the en­
trance. 

Rise of Tide: - Spr1ng 12 feet . 
Neap 9 feet. 

KILLYBEOS Lat . 54° 34 1 8" N. Long, 8° 27 ' 23" W. 

Safe harbour and anchorage sheltered. Any vessel can 
enter at all ti.mes. Pi er 300 feet l ong. Depth alongside 
26 fee t H.W.S. T. The largest vessel to use the port vas 
or 1 , 200 tons . 

Railway runs along the pier. 

Rise or Tide : - Spring l 11 feet 
Neap average. 

KILLMAKlLLOOE Lat. 51° 48• N. Long. 9° 51' W. 

Oood anchorage 1n deep water. Depth at pier 16 tee t 
H.w.s.T. No railway. 

Rise or Tide:- Spring 10 feet. 
Neap 7 feet. 

Ill.RUSH Lat. 520 381 N. Long. 9o 30' W. 

Natural harbour and a quay vith berths for eight ves­
sels or 13 feet draught. Railway alongside quay. There is 
al so a pier at OAPPAOH outside harbour . 

KI NSALE Lat . 51° 36 1 II. Long. 8° 311 38" W. 

Natural harbour improved by the construction of a p1or 
and quay. 

Depth 
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Depth at bar l} reet at L.W, and 1l>a1de harbour -8 
feet. Pier 150 feet long, depth alongside 20 feet H.W.S.T. 
and 9 feet H.W·"·'· Qua7 1/2 mile long, depth alonge1de 
12-14 feet H.W.S. T., 9 1/2 feet H.W.N.T. Veeaela lie 
aground at all berths at L.W, but oan nov get alongside 
qua1 at H.W. The largeet veeael to uae the port vaa or 
l,OOO tone. 

Ra1lv&)' 1n tovn. 

R1ae or T1de:- spring 12 feet. 
lfeap 9 feet. 

LIICl!llICIC L&t. 52o .-01 lf. Long. 8° }7' W. 

Ba17 4ppr0&0h i n 90-120 teat. Harbour is about 
1,600 7arda long and 150 yarde v1de. Depth on sill S.T. 
22 toet, N.T. 16 l/2 feet , 

Tvo milee ot quaya vith a depth alongside or 14-18 
feet. They are, however dry at L.W. Dooko in Yhioh vea­
aele can alvaye float are are rollova:-

We t dook l,}85 teet long. 

Graving dook 428 feet long. 

Depth 

Depth 

22 feet H.w.s .T. 
16 1/2 feet H.W.N.T. 
17 feet H.W.S.T. 

Good varehoU3e aocommodat1on. Tvo hand cranes uP to 
5 tone . One 20-ton and one 5-ton electric crane ror d1a­
charging ooal. 

Ra1lva7 in tovn . 

Riae or Tide:- Spring 22 teet , 
Neap 18 1/2 feet. 

LOl'IG I SLAND SOUND Lat. 51° 29 1 N. Long. 9° 36' W, 

Bxoell ent shelter tor a large nwaber or •eeaela or 
light draught. Depth 18- '8 teet. 

Riae ot Tide:- Spring 10 teet. 
lfeap 8 feet. 

ll'BW ROSS L&t , 52° 2} 1 N. Long. 6° 56 1 W. 

Depth at entrance about 12 teet L.W., 19-24 teet 
H.w., and 20-30 teet H.W. S.T. alonge1de the dJ.acharg1ng 
berthe. Aocommodation compriaea Nev Quay, CU3tom Houae 
Quay, Charles Street ' Dock, P1ah Dook and tour private 
doeka Vith average depth or l• teet. Public qua7 about 
250 7ard1 long. One } -ton crane. Warehouse aceom:>0-
da tion available. RailV&)'. 

R11e ot Tide:- Spring 12 feet. 
Neap 10 teet. 

ROSSLAJU! L&t. 52° 15' N. Long. 6° 56• W. 

Harbour 1a vell sheltered trom the prevailing south 
and aouth-veat v1nda. Depth at entrance 20 reet L.W.8.T. 
and 26 feet H.W.S.T. 

Quayage1 
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Qua1ag•1 1 ,040 feet vtth depth alongside or 17 1/2 feet L .V. S.T., and 490 feet vith l• 1/2 feet. Crane• (el ectric) . Three 1 1/2 tone, ono 2 1/2-ton and ono 5-ton, R&1lvay and goods shod on braakvater . 
RIVER SllAJlllOll Let. 52° }4• II. Long. 9o 56 ' V. 

Spac1oua and aocure anchorage ror •11 claaaes ot vea1el1 . Ba11 access . llavigable tor all ola saee up to v1th1n 15 mil•• or LIMERICK. Suitable tor a tloet anchorage, but poor port r ae11-1t1ea. 

~ Lat. 5lo }1 1 N. Long. 90 }2 1 W. 
A sate harbour sheltered from south West to South !aet. Good anchorage sheltered from all po1nte, is trom 8-21 fee t 1n depth. Coal Vbart 240 feet long vith a depth ot 6 teet alongdde. Connected b)' ligbt rUlV&J' to SKIBBBRBEll . 

~ Lat. 54° 161 N. Long, 8° 28 1 W. 
Depth on bar at L.W. 12 1/2 teet. Good and sate channel• up to qua7a . The ballas t qua7 11 about 2,000 feet long vith a depth or vater alongside or 7 feet at L,W.S. '1' . Deep Yater berths 800 feet Vith a depth of vater or 18 feet, Nev ooncrote jetty 245 feet l ong. Depth up to upper qua1a at S . '1' . 17 feet and at 11.'1'. l} 1/2 toot. 
Hand cranes. Tramvays to deep vater berths connec­ted vith r&il vay lines. 

R1ae of '1'1de1- Spring 11 toot. 
Neap 8 feet from L.W. 

LOUGH S\IILLY Let. 55° 15' I!, Long. 7° }4 1 V, 
Formerly a fleet anchorage. Accessible at all ti.mes . Very poor port tac111ties. 

RATllMULLAll ROADS . Good ehel t er , bad comnun1c&t1ons. 
BtmCRAllA. Lending pier, bu1' no other port rac1li­t i 01. 

Riae of Tide: - Spring l} feet . 
!leap 9 feet. 

TRALBB Let. 52o 16• II. Long. 9o •}' W. 
Depth at bar S . '1' . 11 1/2 f eet, N. T. 9 1/2 feet, 1n baa1n 14 toot S . '1' . , 10 teet 11.T. '!'here 1a good accoano­dation for shipping. TRALEB 11 at the head ot a b&J', the greater part or Vbich dries at L.W. It ia approached by a ship canal l} 1/2 miles long vith a depth of 10 f eet at s.T. and 6 1/2 faet at 11.'1'. ~ b&ein a t TRALBB bu an area ot about 60,000 feet vith convenience tor loading 

and 
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and cUacharg1ng. Patent al1pva7 :no teet long can accOlllO­
d&te veaaela or 200 tone. 

Seven era.nee \QI to 50 tons. Ra1lva7. The largeat vea­
sel to use tho port vaa 6,ooo tona • 

• 
Riae ot Ti det- Spring 12 feet . 

Reap 9 feet , 

VALENTIA Lat , 51° 56 1 ft . Long , 10° 18 1 II. 

A nat ural harbour vitb a pi er . Dept h at entrance 
78 f eet , at quay l'-15 root at S.T. Rai l vay . L&rgoat 
veaael t o use tho port vas 5 , 494 tons . Ther e i s a 
small hand crane or 2-} ton l1tt1ng capaci ty . 

Rise ot T1dat- Spring l} too t. 
Reap 10 reet . 

VBllTRY HARBOUR Lat . 520 07' 11 . Long, 100 20' V. 

Bas7 or acceaa; apace autt1cient tor several vea­
oelo or moderate drauaJ>t to lie at anchor; subject to 
beavy squalls . 

Qua71 tor amall veaaela at : -

BALLYMORE On Baat aide ot b&7; - miles from DUOU: 
vhere there ie a l i ght railvay connecting 
vith 'l'RALEE (25 mJ.lea) . 

DINGLE HARBOUR Small veaaela only, Vessels drav-
1.ng up t o 6 root onl y , 

CASTLEMAINE l!ARBOOR D1tti cul t entry; S JJtall veasols 
onl y . 

Rise or Tide:- Spring 14 feet . 
Koap 8 root . 

DINGLE and VE1'TRY harboura have no l1tt1ng gear but 
have good •a.nd7 bottoma vhich could be used by punts or 
amall boats tor landing purpoaea . 

llATBRl'ORD Lat• 520 71 25" R • Long• 6° 551 5," II . 

Depth at bar at L.v. S.T. 1- teet, L.v.K.T. 17 reet. 
A natural harbour formed by the channel or the RIVER StJIR 
trOJJt the City or llAT!RPORD to 1ta confl uence Vith tho 
BAJIJIOK and thence to tho aoa br tho eatuary or those 
tvo rivora, a t a di atance or 18 mil•• · llidth or entrance 
} miles . The RIVER StJIR ia navigable tor veaaola or 22 
t oot drauabt up to VATERPORD, vhoro they lie afloat at 
t ho qu.aya. 

Quaya1- l 1/2 mil oa v1tb a depth al ongside 22 reet 
L.11. 5.T. Quay baa been mined . Tvo berths depth al ongaide 
25 reot , above the bri dge vhich he• an opening 80 reot 
"1.do . Jet t y 600 feet long, depth 16-18 r oot . 

Cranoa 1- One 20- ton electri c on the nev deep-vater 
vhart. Three 5- ton and one ' - ton on t he south aide and 
ten llll&ll era.nee on north eJ.d.e. 

Ra1lva7 
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Railway is close to the quay• on the eouth side, 
where most or the quays are. On the north side ves­
sel s up to 6,ooo tons can l ie alongside and diacharge 
direct into trucks. 

The largeat vessel to Ose tha por t was 6 , 500 t ona 
and tho deepest draught 25 1/4 reot. Vesoels Vi.ndbound an­
chor off PASSAGE EAST . 

Riso of Tide:- Spring 13 foot. 
Neap ll feet. 

\IESTPORT Lat. 53° 49 1 N. Long. 9° 30 ' W. 

Depth at entrance 50 feet L.W.S.T. A very eafe 
harbour. Vessels entering harbour at L. W. anchor at 
INISHLYRE or DORHICH and large ships bound for \IESTPORT 
and having to discharge afloat &lvays anchor &t INISHLYRE. 
Quay 3,045 feet long and vessels or 15 feet draught can 
approach quay. 

Warehouse and crane accommodation. Railway 1n tovn . 

Ri se of Tide :- Spring 13 foot. 
Neap 9 t'eet. 

\/EXFORD Lat. 52° 20 ' II. Long. 6° 25 ' W. 

Depth on bar 8 feet a t L.W.S,T. Depth at entrance 
12 1/2 reet S.T., 9 1/2 feet N.T. 4 miles from entr ance 
to harbour . A natural harbour wi th 2,475 feet of quayage 
vith 10-15 fee t alongside at L.W. No vessels enter at 
L.W. The general depth of water 1n the harbour is from 
6-13 feet. Tvo hand cranes and rail way. Veasele up to 
13 feet draught can ent er at H.W. 

Rise or Tide :- Spring 5 feet. 
!leap 3 feet . 

WICKLOW Lat . 52° 57' II. Long. 6° o• 5" w. 
Depth a t entrance 10 feet to 14 feet . West pier, 

1 , 200 feet long, vith a depth alongside of 16 feet at 
H.W. Eaa t pier 650 feet long, vith 15 feet a t L.W. and 
24 feet at B.W. Packet quay 300 feet long , with 9 feet 
at L.W. Also river quays vith 10-12 feet at H.W. but 
dry at L.W. 

One ste8111 crane and railway. The largest vessel to 
use the port vaa l,520 tons drawing I5 feet. 

Riso of Tide:- Spring 9 feet. 
!leap 6 feet . 

YOUOHAL Lat. 510 56 ' N. Long , 70 50' W. 

Well shel tered accommodation for a number of smal l 
vessels, except during gales from Eaat , South-Ea• t, and 
South. 

Depth on bar 4- 5 feet at L.W.S .T. and 19 feet at 
H.W.S.T. Average depth 1n harbour 13 feet. Quays 2,000 
feet long, all dry at L.W. R&ilvay. The largest vessel 
uaing the port i s 900 tons. 

Rise of Tide:- Spring 12 feet . 
Neap 10 feet. 
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North Coast 

~· 
2752 
2698 
2699 
2697 

East Coast 

1772 
52 

South Coaat 

3725 
2092 
2080 
1765 
2081 
:5444 
205} 
2129 
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2046 
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1879 
}165 
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15~ 15 
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27}9 
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2057 
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llo. 319 

LEX>ATION or TllZ 

UNITE!> STATES or AllJ:RICA 

Dublin, March 23, 19•2. 

SUBJECT: Anglo-American Economic Polley Toward Eire. 

sssm a. 1 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of State, 

Waahington. 

Sir: 

I ha•• t he honor to report to you the letter re­

ferred to in lllJ' telegram No. 58 of March 20, 19•2 

1/ hereto annexed which I wrote to the Brltiah Repreaenta­

t1.,. i n Eire upon learning from Ir1eh sources that the 

Bri t i sh Go• ernment had authorized a barter transaction 

of 30 ,000 tone of wheat now in England tor Ir1eh beer. 

Encloaure: 

Aa •tahd. 

710 

ReapectfullJ youra, 

DAVID GllAY 

DtlCLA!!SJ'F!ED 
Suto Dept. letter, l·U·1t 

87 J ........... o. .. ~ 0 1972 



Enclosure to Deepatch No. 319 , dated March 23, 1942. 
'1-om Amer1oan Legat1on . ])ybl1n . Ireland. 

LEGATION or THE 
UNITED STATltS or AMERICA. 

Dublin, March 16, 1942. 

Dear Jack, 

You and I have agreed t hat it was deelrable that 

our reepeotive countries and Canada ehould define a 

common Ir1sh policy and carry it out 1n such a way ae 

to prevent Mr . de Valera from playing one or us agalnet 

t he others . I have recently asked m:J government to 

explore th1s matter w1th your government primari ly in 

regard to eoonomle ooneeaa1one and what might be called 

token granto or arms made wi th the 1ntent or obtaining 

and holding the good-wil l or the Irish Army. My recom­

mendat1one have been baaed on several cone1derat1ona: 

la) Th• Ir1oh government stead!aotly rerueea 

to recogni%e any obl igation to take part 1n the 

struggle between predatory d iotatorobip and law­

abiding Democracy , 

(b) Tbe economic pol1cy ot the Irish govern­

ment i• formulated strictly in the interest or 

the Irish people, The Iri eh government part with 

nothing which their people need or may need. 

Sir John Ma!!ey, O.C.M.D ,, K.C.B., X.C.V.O., 
etc., etc., etc . , 

Britieh Repreeentative, 
Oubl1n, 

le) The 
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(o) Th• lrioh goYern•ent during tho 11ar 19•1 
obta.ined about two-th1rd1 ot t beir normal import1, 
pr1otioall7 all tro• England and ell by virtue ot 
Britioh conY071. Tho 1Jlport1 !or the preYiou1 
11~ were 1omewhat a'bo•e normal. 

(d) Tb1 lrioh goYernment occupi11 an undefended 
1trategic pooition which Jeopardize• the common 11cur­
it7 o! both Britein and lrelend, a pooition important 
alao in aatoguard1ng the ocean laneo to America, yet 
the7 ro!uee to permit the uae o! th111 otrategio 
baoee a1 their contribution to the 1eourit7 or 1ea­
born1 i •port1. Th11 are thue in a pooit1on ot enJ01-
1ng benetlte tor wb.ich tbey retuoe to par tb.eir Juot 
1bare in blood and danger. 

(e) In the t wo 7ear1 that we ba•e been together 
in Dublin we haYe each of ue beoome 1eparatel7 con­
v1nced that no generou1 geotur1 aa1 be upeoted tro• 
Mr. de Valera and hie a11001at11 nor any boneot 
recognition or hJ.1 poeition or indebtednee1 tor 
1ocurit1 and euppliee. In1tead, ever7th1ng the7 
can get th11 uae to gdn credit tor their Partr 
and meke political oapital wbeneYer they dare out 
ot anti-Brit1ah eent1•ent. 
Two po1nto have become clear. One, that the only 

thing we need trom E1re 11 tho 1trateg1o baoee; the other 
l o t hat we ob.all never get the• b7 the good-will ot tb1 
l r1eh Govern•ent. On oooaaion1 1n the paot, llr. de Valera 
ha1 y1eldod to pr1aour1 and 1t ii po111bl1 t hat he mlght 
1i1ld again. Therefore, there ha1 been 1toad1l7 growing 

1n 
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1n a, a1nd a con•1ot1on, 1n Vb1ch I t hlnk you ahar•, 

that the only cbanoe or h1a ra•ara1ng h1a policy 1• 

by malting 1t patent to hia and eapeoiallJ to hle people 

that Eire cannot atand alone 1t the dry-nura1ng by 

Britain and Aaerioa on vh1oh h1a economic ex1etence 

dependa be vlthdravn. A du1gned ooar<>ion would be 

againot our tradition and would probably defeat itoelt, 

but, eince the Ir1oh recogn1te the Juot1<>e or Britain 

adopt ing the oaae policy ao the Irioh go•ernment, that 

ia, making no oa<>ri!i<>•• tor othar• an4 keeping what 

theJ need for the11U1el•ee, all that need be done ia to 

ceaoe re-exporting to Ireland what hao been brought to 

Britain in much needed bottoH and that wh1cb er iglnating 

in Britain io needed for Engli1h var effort. Thia ahoUld 

be done with the •• ,.. expreooione or benevolence ae !low 

to ua from Mr . de Valera, expre11iono whioh doubtle1e 

aleo !low from hi• to the Germane and ltaliane. 

Der1Ted from the abo•• con1141rat1ona, I com:aun1-

oated the following formula to ., go•arnment a• a reco,._ 

.. ndat1on baaed on Juotioe and expediency: ' Jo aacri­

ficea for thoee who will malte no aacrificea for ua, but 

good-v1ll token grant• to the lrieh people, ao publicited 

that the Ir1ah go•arnment will be unable to exploit the• 

for polit1oal endo. ' 

I aloo communicated the opinion t hat the recent 

roduotion by Br-1ta1n of euppl111 to Ir-eland aoemed to 

indicate the adoption of the t oraula 1n queetion. 

The early par-t or laet week, Mr. Leaaa1, lrioh 

lllnieter for 8uppl1eo, opeaking in the Dall on the wheat 

poe1t1on, 



poo1 t1on, etated that 'unltt t our plant work out there 
wil l be a wheat t hortage or a hundred thoueand tono' . 
(Th1o io quoted. tro• ae~or7,) I aoktd a meabar or the 

Oppooi tion What plane Mr. Le11too had in mind. The 
anewer wao that tho Irioh goYornment bad negotia ted a 
trade or th1rt7 tbouoand tono or Wheat tor Irith beer . 
Ir th1t be a raot, 1t euopendo the operation or a1J3ment-
1ng economic preotureo and pootponeo the onl7 poo1t1on 
which 1t ruorablt to our obtaining our greateot deo1der­
atum, 'the porto'. And that wi thout any political gain; 
at 7ou will agree that the Irith g0Yernm1nt will uoe the 
deal to otrengthen their Pt.rt7 poeition. 

When I report thie betr-wheat trade to Oii' go•ern­
•ent, I think 1t will be difficuJ.t tor Wao~ington to 

underotand it . In the f irot place, at a time When 

eYery th1p l e so greatly needed, th11 transaction allot • 
in errect thirty thouoand tono to a country that lo un­
willing to contribute to tho co"""'n errort. Thit 11 not 
what tho American government le urging American• to make 
oacritioeo tor. A turther weakneao in the ....._rican Yiew 
11 that it oxchangee a Yital neceoaity for What American• 
regard at the beat at a luxury and at the wor1t •• a 
poison. It the American prett geto hold of thlt item, 
there lll.ght be a bad reaction. I aa anxious about it. 
I think that if the beer ie eoeent1al, the wheat 1houl d 

ha•e boon g1•en ao a h1ghl7 publlcited. h\UlaJle ge1ture. 
Let uo get at leaot tome political benefit fro m to adveroe 
an economi c taotor. I hear trom some quarter• that the 
Br1t1th g0Yorna1nt would not 4-1'1 publioite tho tranatar 

ot 
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o! th1e amount or wheat to the lr1ah bocauee o! Br1t11h 

1nd1gnat1on and pol1t1cal repercueolone. Th1e wlll be 

bard !or Waah1ngton to believe or to underetand ae the 

gesture would have 10 obvioue a purpoee. 

An aggravating c1roumetance attending the boer­

wbeat deal were the utterances o r Mr. Corry, government 

member trom Cork, made ln the Dall during the ee1e1on 

1n wh1oh Mr. Lemaea made hle statement . He eai d in aub­

etance that in Cork the Engllah were buying orowe to 

reed thei r peopl e . He hoped to God tbey would aoon be 

eating rate . or course thore wa& protest by Al!1e Byrne 

and later Sean T. O'kelly, on the part or the government 

repudlated Corry ' e sentiment• . But it 1• not an atmosphere 

t hat encouragos one to ""'1<• ael!-denylng eacriticee . 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID GRAY 
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No , 320 

LEGATION OF THJ: 

UNITED STATES or AK.ERICA 

DUBLIN, Karch 23, 1942. 

SUBJJF;CT: Secre t L1a1aon Between Br1t1eh and 

Irith Armie e. 

MS ff"" I 
00 JJU?7UU" 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary ot State, 

llaahlngton. 

I have the honor to refer to my telegr~ No. 27 

of Februar7 20, 1942, and to otate that the deta1led 

report ref erred to therein vao hel d up for rurther 

info~ation which I have only just secured. 

In July, 1940, the Iri lh Ar'Jf;f Co"""and was notified 

by the Irieh Go•ernment that a Britleh invasion from 

t he North was antioipated, It wae the period !ollov­

i113 the breakdown ot ne6otiationa inaugurated b7 the 

late Neville Chamberla in. Hie aim wae to secure the 

ports and Irish participation in the war at the moat 

and 
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nnd at the l east an Irish statue of non- belli ger ency . 

The cone1dera tlon offered waa the pr omise or the 

Br lt1ab c>overnmon t to use its best offices to end 

parti tion aft er the war. 

Whe ther t here wna in fact any basis t or t he ap­

prebene1one of the I rish Government at thi s time I 

have never been able conclus ively to determine. The 

I rish Permanent Secretary for E~ternal Affairs, Mr. 

Walehe , told me that he bad documentar y proof eul>­

s t ant 1at ing this view. I asked him to l e t me see 

1t . He sa i d that .he woul d ' a f ter the war. • From 

a Britleh Naval Int ell igence offi cer I learned t hat 

there wae a General Staff plan tor the invaoion of 

I re land t r om the North, as there are plans tor every 

mil itary s i tuation that might conoe1vably a r lee . How­

e ver, assurances f rom Si r John Maffey thet he knew ot 

no intention on t he part ot hi s Government to take 

acti on against Eire have convinced me that no act i on 

was contempl ated and that the alarm of the Irlah 

Government was due either t o the assumpt ion that 

action would follow the r efusal of the Chamberlain 

otter or to possibly forged evidence eubmi tted by the 

Germans, who were doubtless aware of t bs negotl at iona. 

It ie concei vable that, by German agency or other means, 

the Irish Government had a copy of the Genera l Starr 

p l an, 

Whatever the mo tivati ng f acts may have been, the 

Irish Gover nment ordered the Army Oolllllland to prepare 

a deteneive tront along the nor thern bo rder, The 

effect ot t his upon I r i sh Ar!DJ' personnel ot all ranks 

wae to excite acute anti-Bri t i sh r eel ing . Since no 

attack 



attack developed, t ho state of alarm gradually aubaid ad, 

but i t became apparent that, 1f the Irish army and 

country- aide were to coope rat e wi th Brit1&h armed 

forces 1n tbe event of a German invasion. something 

would have to be done to e tf e ct a measure of better 

feeling. Sir John Maffey began tactfully to effect 

a rela tion between individuals of his Military Mi ssion 

and 1nd1v1dual offi cere of importance in the I rish Army. 

Ky impression l a t hat once he launched the effort he 

withdrew from the picture, leaving tbe negotia t i on to 

military officers. The r esult was that an understand­

ing was est ablished beyond what Mr. de Va l era would 

admit and very probably beyond hie knowledge, and that 

t he Cblef of Sta f f, Lt. General KcKenna obtained con­

ceseiona of materie l which the I r i sh Gover nment had 

bean unabl e to obtain. I t i s i nt er es ting to note that 

the Br1t1eh Governme nt simi l arly ignored the transaction, 

leaving the transfer of the arme to the Ar~y Command in 

Northe rn I reland . 

Early i n September 1941, i t became clear that the 

Lend-Lease bases wb1oh our teohn1c1ane we r e est ablieh­

ing in Northern Irel and mi g.ht r easonably be expeoted to 

be taken over by us in the event of our entry into the 

war, a thing which had long appeared t o me to be inevi­

table. I therefore approached Sir John Maffey and tol d 

bl~ that, in the event of Anlerican participa tion i n the 

defence of Northern Ireland , it would doubtlese be desir­

able for a practicable l1a1eon to be established between 

the Irish Army on one aide and Anlerican and British 

roroee on the other. He t her eupon 1nformed me aa to 

what 
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what had already been aceompli ehed. I then made, 
somewhat i naiktent ly, the suggeetion that provieion 
be aade for t be possibility that the I rleb Aral, in 
case or German attack, ahould oitber r efuee i mmediate 
cooperation wltb ue or ceaae realetance after per­
functory action, or in part auume a boetlle att1tude. 
In 8111 of theee evento the individualo dealgnated to 
receive and guide our forces at the border and facili­
tate relations with the inhabitants would be laoklng. 
I expreaaed the viev that we should have an adequate 
secret force ot person1 or unqueet 1oned truatworthl­
neae, who were resi dent and prominent 1n thei r various 
localities; in o ther vorde, an efficient tltth colWID 
ot our own. 

There appeared to be r e luctance on the part o r 
the British to consider this suggest ion and I expr eeeed 
myself somewhat forcibly to t he ettect t hat i t A~erican 
troope ca~e into tbe picture. I was certain that pro­
vlaion would have t o be made f or the eventualltioe in 
ques tion. 

With the entry ot American lnto the war, the British 
Militnry Miselon have laid t heir oardo on the tabl e and 
I find that a mutual good teelin0 and oontldenee have 
been eetabli shed between the Irieh and British Mi litary 
chiefs beyond vhat might reasonabl y have been believed 
possible. Unqueatlonabl7, t he transfer or certain un­
important armament baa been tho prime factor ln this 
aucce11. 

Ae 1111 telegram No. 27 or r obruary 20, 1942 etatea , 
I reco mmend, in the event or the assumpt i on of the 
General Co....and of Sor~hern Ireland by an Aaerican 

otticer 
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ot'f1cer, the r etention ot' the individuals who have 

inaugura t ed and maJ.ntalned the liaJ.eon and eooperatlve 

under standings between the Br itish and Irish Armlee , 

until such time as a aat1afaotory relation be eet ab­

l i shed between the Ir1sb and Americana . 

Beoauae Britiah int er est s are ao im))Ortant in 

Eire, I reoom"'e nd further tha t permanent Brltieh Mili­

tary Missions be attached to our M1.11ta r y headquar ters, 

the personnel or wh1ch ohould be choaen for their know­

l edge of Ei re and their acquai ntance i n tbe Twenty-a1x 

Count i es . There are a number of such offloere now 

stationed i n t he Nor t h do i ng l ia1aon wo rk . 

I t appears to be an illusion tha t British sub j ects 

ar e suspect i n Eire and that American s ar e generally 

pref erred to Englishmen. 

The list of secr e t liaison agent s which I sug­

gested has been ln fact compiled, but for obvious 

r easons cannot be disclosed. 

820 

00/Hll 

I n tri p licate 

Orig inal by Air Mal l . 

Triplica te by next pouch. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Sgnd ) DAVID GRAY 
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THE WHITE HOUSI 

WA.S HINGTOH 

Apl'iJ. 21, 1942 . 

lll:l!OJUllDU!I Fv.1 

Tllt Ul'D!R SECB£T/Jlt 0)' STAU 

I think that on t h• whole 1t 1a 
not nooeaaa ry to reply t o the laat 
!Milt or llr. De Valer a' a letter -­
thll t IMIUU no t t o repl)' a t &U. 

Ir he wo\114 onl)' come Ololt or 
th• cl0\l4a and quit ta>k• ng about 
th• quarter or a llilllon lt'1•'­
read)' to rig;bt 1r ther bad the 
weapoo.1, we • olll• all ba•• bieher 
re1ard tor ht.II. Peraonall)' I do 
not bel1n• there are 11c>r e tban 
one thoueand tra1necl aoldiera 1n 
tba whole ot tba P'J'•• State. !Yen 
UI•)' are pr obabl)' ertic1ent onl.7 
1n t he uae ot r1nea and abotruna . 

1. D. R. 
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THE: UHOE!lt ?)ECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 20, lll42 

.II)' dear Mr . President : 

In a~cordaoee with our converaation on the 

telephone this afteni oon, I am sending you herewith 

a copy or the note handed me t hie afternoon by the 

Irieb Ui n1eter . Thie note conta1ne the meeaage 

addreaaed to you by Ill' · De Valera. 

Believe me 

Encloeure: 
Prom the :Er lah 
Minister , April 20, 1942. 

The President, 

'l'be Wh1 to Houae • 

I ' 



Apr il 201 1942 

Sir1 

t desire t o r efer t o your communica t ion or 

February 26, 1942 in wn1ch you ga ve mo the text 

or a pcrsoool message whtch t he President r e­

~uosted be cablod to Mr. De Vale ta. The me1aago 

w~s duly cabled , and Kr . De Valera he s now re­

que1tod Q& to ~ the following message t r ans­

gltted to t he Prealden~. 

"Dear Mr . Preaident: 

I •iah to t nan.c you foJ· your 

personal me ssoge :.>co t through t he A.e tiug 

Secreta ry of b ta t e find duly conveyed 

t o me by o~r Kio tster, Mr . Brennan . Your 

assurance tna~ there was no t , and 11 no t 

no•, t he al lghtest t hough t or ln ten tion or 
1nva4tng Irtah torr1~ory or t hrea tening 

l r1•h aecur1ty has relieved an anxiot y which 

was u.n tortunately de velop ing int o tension . 

I thttnlt you 11ncttrely for that asau.rance 

tl'i\t.ch 1• 10 much in accord wLt.h t he 

tradi tion ot American pr inciples and, tndeed, 

your own onunc1~ t1on or t hem . 
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•A• you are ll•&re, W•• St•rt1ttoo 

o! I reland by Britain hu tor the put 20 

years bean the outstandln' cauoe of d1ft,r­

ence bet• e•D the t•o countr te•, and la no• 

the one obs tacle t o that final reconcili~tion 
which well-wu 1.era or bo t h countr lQI hove so 

•UCh deatred and for 9hlc.n we ourDelv•• h.r. ve 

s o long "1ld e . rne1tl7 striven. tri tain's 

exercise ot aovuei&oty over our •lz llorth­

E<l1 t orn oountie• 1• repugnan t t o no t ional 

aeo tlaent here , an~ is d•eply reaeotod by 

th• overwh•l•ing ;aJority or the Iri•h people , 

The Amer 1c•n Oovernmen t 'M teemingly unroscrved 

recocnition o r th•t aoveraign ty , by • •nd1ng 

1ta 1oldiera to the di1puted terr~iori .. 

without any rorerence to the Irish Government , 

toppeore-1 to be a taking or Hdea anJ a wo rsening 

ot Irela.nd•a poait1on v11-1- vis Britain, •.'llch 

the Irish Governcent cculd not bl.t deplore . 

!n the 1nterut1 or good rol11t100• be tween 

Irolaod ~od A.aerie~, •blch have beon oo 

unitoraly cordial ..nd h1pp7 , the tr1ah Govarn­

aant •oula hove advised •ialnst t ho •anding of 

tlll troop• hod they h•d .n opportunity or ex­
pru•lng their •lewa. roar tha t the aovec1t1t 

ot Aaertcao t r oops ln t o the Six Counti es eigh t 

bo a preli~lnary t o an att•ck upon our poa1t1on 
ln thla pnrt or Irel and arw happily diapelled 

by ;your expllci~ ••~urauce to the contrary. 
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"One .. tter, h\iwever, con t1tlue a to 

1Lve ua concern . The 7oun1 =en of Ir•l ~nd 

•Ul defer.cl th .. tr country 1 1 l1berw to t he 

end lf lt be attecKed . &u t modor n equipmen t 

11 re.iulred to preserve tn• t\tgh d•·•·ee or 

confidence 1-• t •etr eblllty to d<> 1 0 •rf•ct­

lvely , oh1ch 1t 1• ~••1rable t o .,.lntaln . 

Slnce thl:i •••r bet;c.n , ll nd even betore tha t , 

4' 1 yuu ~noi1, we twtve ende.i.voured t o 11cure 

t ills e ,u1J191•n t. r r .oa the Un lted St t••, •• 
well "'" t r oa Erit.aain. unrortunately , except. 

for tho 1u~d•~uhte ~u•nt1 ty r ecently roocived , 

our etrort1 have :·eJ:.•.lned •lth~ut 1u.cce1s. 1a 

ne~t.bar trlt~ln n .>r t.he lin~ted .;.t..a t • I tr.ter.d 

t o •tto..CilC. ua , 1t se a1 fol l y t.o lekve to ar1y way 

tnsocure a 1~portant 1 pualtion a1 our• , 

when thore .i re on t.Le apo t. tL c.,u~rter O( &J. 

alll!on aen or ti•• but fl6ntln& quality , 

read7 and able to oalce l t ucure lf proper 

•eapona a.ra J>Ut i n t :> ~eir hands. I hr,ve 

ropeatodly u•plalnaJ t~ your M1ntstor hor e , 

t.nd t " U\e f r1t1sh re~rosentat1va, •» •le•• 

ln t hl• rogard , ~d I truat 7ou say be able 

to recon1ider your duc1.11on And tP•!t• tnu 

nece.::saary oquls;iment ova 1l•ble "or purchaao 

•ltho~t delay. Tne offoct upon t he ap.r:t 

or our p.evvl• would be 1nc.le>..tlit.ble • • 

would be ihe r oauJ.tlng upr ••eoer. t In fe11Ur.g 

towards Great Drltaln. 
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•May I ex~r••• to you , Kr. 1re11~er t, 

ay ao•t sincere goo~ wl1hoa ond ~Y syapathy 

• 1th you ln tno anxlnlea und burden• wnlch 

you ura celled upon to boor .• 

.tccopt , t>lr, t.he r•n ••4 •••urances or my ll1gtwat 

conaid•r• t 1on . 

CS1sneo1 Robt . Brennan 

l r l1h lllnister 

Th• llonora ble 

Act1r'I ~eoretu ry or o t1te 

Washington, D. C. 
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