


.8 : 4
L]

i
%2 January 9, 1943
sMY Baw 4013‘&}% tard: em dalw boelns e 11l F 1883 mid® blot I
X{ enBeg .iﬂli eTUBEOe :::‘?EE'Q‘E]I?&‘%JT#F bed isAdd noltesirp

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
emli eolitll banmabh bad saTels'"a4 Fadid

em f1lw soInaA

=¢lsoq emom oot e eeelny Padd , momsw Pnasd sdd no Fen hne esTeve

paar Boaa 2 Ihat w?qa abuut q.a qnud a arpeaeh a8 could have heen
| 100 fnaTLaw gow Fodd nol

made_ t0o Pﬂ%r Pﬂm G%ﬁff‘“}%fff?“-r? S SEA0. L SPAS Tin, Kook the
g =
wPAfsnsive £0g pold them where vou stood. *.i?f,i.?ﬁ;_‘-,.f‘%fﬁ_?*f?,_fiﬁ:md

;ﬁog ,a_ﬁwht B M F;ram?d oyer ! hare. 'Ihat. you did backs uﬂ-up

FTHE [LHMmE 186+ bhlo odT .mol

T , on. ey eport that Con rﬁEH ia oin bank on

I*‘ﬂ:-; M&I %nﬁ,i?n;ialla V ¥ ‘p F Yoliog E]q a7T0 ¢ .E E‘ms' 108 il
yoyﬂpmg,__ﬁygy:_uggeﬁg;ayd Iff'-:u_ pu said in your message in imﬂ.tin

anos me 1 teal vm nl oy atot
thagoif there, wes Lo be & _p}t!!;tllpl.youn_had the issue already piaked

+Vol diiw poltay
end were pmiling, .

N & taesstq

I .bebnwor aad -

v Eyid ence o, acoumulate tha.t Flea:.nur a Job 1n hngiand
J?fprqi.!]ul?f? I" b o7 nemdntogqs na <ot mid s el

walwb.;pﬁ‘:i} ?‘ eept & auucuaahwithnut a single auur ‘note . SI“L

adadebh [adtev nt

had not.realized ngw 1m;ngtant it rea ly was ,
Nord comes, Lo me, bhat k. Franois P. Matthews , head oF ne" knithis

of £HRIuBRRS ARLLAPINE,, 1Imr:{ anLd. iéj ?ééﬁh}y now in Loraon’Y 1'Heke
a thunoh that, this ;.B t.ha anawjar Dﬁ:}n—m{iﬂft‘:‘r ta Cardindl r%i%?
though L may, be Wrong. ‘"'ha! Pﬂ:tpla_l nHrun?itgghiﬁ mu o T d.nt €Dju'f+l&ry
intdmately and 40ld me that hﬁfﬁ hai advings iru}mrﬁ’t{?r?siéngf-;
‘Harringtem ~rovinelal f,qx tﬁh'ﬂ Franiiiztnalllzjli?w Y‘u;;l‘. “Ea 11?1'{9 Hfﬂ
effeet ovhat Matiphews was oum}ng tﬂ:r ::n::' q:‘ﬁ‘m}‘& {;’ﬁg 1'31!&‘1‘"fo
"gatholic/Amerioans.in Englant agg I?:ﬁl;crg i::iand; THT rﬁeﬂiif-'r
that Hapringben: 1014, hiv & l?ﬁm“.ﬂr: i ; preaumaﬁ% ifhitfj- w:iznr:
Srret ed tie ) Lo Rhey Mgl f‘ﬂ-ﬂ npfﬂ_eﬂh:f arlnt the 1ast ::r* hh a:h..
Whteher it ie Romé %Ho;théeki;rii? I' :1::': know bt toddy me T 1o

‘she Yusue 't Areland
assented to my statmant that t-hu_;gi was on ;r

had [TaV M I

{sily was not &n lssue,
the 1ssue whioh all M}ﬂ_&ﬂertad noisily

that is uneut rality,



2

TaUNET

Lpel B Yy
I told hfm that if he agreed with me that PJ"‘iun was the

question that had ¥d'pd”deTt18d o anaur&’ﬁ-iah peace he
ADIAEMA JO 23TATe a3TIvu
agree with me that Ye'alera had damned little time to

reverse and get on the bang wagon , that unless he took some pnait-

Ton thﬂ:fi waﬁﬁiﬂ v;;ii:'r{iaonsta{guf éhood ofrioes in Jandinr Partition and

o B To14ioh anh Northory YT o ANTI R balPom

Lr;tlu%rnin; t;;h‘inf;'aajprog}ﬁ%il'ity nf "b(iaakeing e set ﬁt‘lar Il.at:ﬂ; fbr ﬁvﬁﬁ]@"
mnzhr T;':; t;igsaenlit;mﬁl at'ff.r:i{aad . He was extraoraiffarily’ 'ﬁ:t_-ap'i:fka.h
et e Sl o hich he h&s alh&?ﬁn'ﬁéfﬁﬂ“ upheld;

R g D ke
f?fxéi:’rf?ﬁai’f“ 1;.“;1::? ﬁ‘? juna'idﬂz.'fng é ﬁmﬂf 'l;.a" di%ﬁa.# theé
present situation with Dev. snd tell him that the 1hst”eail’ foxal

114811710 the

in er in the dining aar has aaundud. I want fo p

ns al dof e'1ouseld tadi e ’ <
lptter asking him fnr an appoinmnt to disouss’ the' 'dmtw bedaus
ator Troe 3_[! 8 ipord .L'.' 8E tjr ’i‘q‘
I am very bad in verual debate’ unlaau I haVe’ it 61l §Fitten out’
« Baw (41 LBA" T
If I uan prwnka hina ana keap iy own temper’ T !

HRE VTN D idn " sedtian 2 goeacs "
ntherwisa he has it mmr me li‘ka 4 Gent O Wil

d ings
G ﬂﬂ-lt{.‘tﬁﬂ' {1 wor (ldesdoxg el bne o1 J ; - \
me & furtnight to wnrk nuvt thﬂi m&mﬁu ‘opus vut

PF-&P.EF}F .L%HF%IT iv OdJd TH\J\.:-_[ v ol BIE O] 1: I .
" L o 4 # a1 i ‘ﬂ.‘ﬂuna
KN L timel I will sami ynu a unpy -::f Y a=ii'so
J‘[ %.& 1’&'\ F }' m b Ty ! olonul '1_ _l ..... -
septing ‘your inviats

' . We are lookiig fcrwu.r& tn ‘ac’e
I E%?”?&:n Uﬂqwéiepaflvm_ Bad Bad od $ad) sm Alot. Bisa s .
sAbtjon Lo qome, a],uk fnr B oanau.‘l.at:l.un u.nﬂ 5:)1#‘&1‘ h#loday ‘this - |
nl ensoelon: X
1epeing, propgdly early in May as soon as the ‘dfredt riorthistlantic
Le #i? 908 Ol Tevo unlmoo eaw & g# 4 . raek?
route is.9pen . (Ask Sumnar Wellse when vou néxtsed himito aek:.
= neletl] ntedtrod hos haA _ .
Erkardt to hurry 3?ertha relief for m:,r ff%ht”ieﬁi‘uﬁﬂrmhu.tun.gpm
we04 meldamyastq ) etom tol t ”iﬂ ﬂ;ﬁi o—— R
t0, ANKATE, o Ihgmat. gnt t}u new mnn roken 1 fo €0
) T T Jol 8 qu besnego es
or 1 swont,be able to &0, I find I am neﬁaﬁﬁih’g my main Job. doing
8 worA “J'mob I solvti fdi £ ‘
esent, Maude se d?hﬁ?'ms 2k 31 tedeid

mmlﬂiﬂ gﬁ} [« g88w H"edJ :BN JI‘I#.'![::BJ:;il en oJ
2real na on eay i ;PI [ A =
vl eaw '\':IIH oca bag 10881 EE‘ ['i.‘.r“ 1 ] B
L f'[*-'-tl'f'—‘-" ﬂ” l‘fr ga'fj

batneasn

Jedtlativea al dads



i e
@ O
{‘ V1993 XC:)JUO
= \

EZ“MT"I-I_AFL-:: .
Ao (pectek pefn 47 | Ja o bom Paium g B
Rdenl fn 100 M.,Jwgiﬁ{»ﬁ‘hu}.oﬁmuﬁ
%Mﬁ.%hﬁhﬁflﬁ'lmﬂ*)mm-ﬁw
. ) CsAd B heven | My ol Gem, T
Aoce s-v*-ﬁ.t'j"';ﬁ"”“:""

) bs Con 4 L suf D ke bkt Mb-.-‘:}
G Scend Am ] bole Chdins Uy Bl by T e
y hew BB, J Keos hoao & ot Jous ) Sl Dcaps Y
Am._:c Lu—":;—rm Tr)""‘?‘-»m:uu,

e, 9% P



J*t.rnu - /,‘f" den—
.:' = "fl.?

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 23, 1943

My dear Mr, President:
I enclose Mr, David Gray's undated letter tranes-

mitting the October 1942 issue of The Ulster Protestant
together with his letter of January 4 to Sir John

Maffey commenting on this matter, Mr, Gray suggests

that these materiale be forwarded to you for your

mllr yours,
e M

1, Letter from Mr, Gray;

2. Letter to 8ir John
Marfey;

3. October 1942 issue of
The Ulster Protestant.

information,

Enclogures:

The President,
The White House,
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Dublin, January 4, 1943.

Dear 8ir John,

Your reply to my recent inquiry regarding the
"Ulster Protestant” makes me realize that I must have
failed to make clear the dangerous poseibilities
inherent in this eituetion, trivial ae it may appear,
As the matter stands, the Cotober issue of this news-
paper with its leading artiole headlined "Why Aren't
Convents Inspected? -~ The Priests' Brothel - Amazing
Convent Revelations = The Murder of Infants,” was law-
fully printed in Northern Ireland and lawfully offered
for sale on newsstands, where it was aceeselble to
thousands of Ameriean Catholle soldiers stationed in
that eountry and to thelr Catholie American chaplains,
If we imagine our reaetion to similar charges against
our Protestant religion, we oan estimate the effeot on
American Cathelile soldiers informed that they were pro-
teoting the country which permitted this 1ibelous
affront to their faith. Furthermore, this newspaper

might
Sir John Marfoy, 6.0.M.0., K.C.B,, K.C,V,0,,
ete., eote,,

®y
United Kingdom Representative
Dublin. e z
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aight readily be taken to America and eireulated by
enemles of England among our Catholie population with
the truthful statement that it had been lawfully printed
and sold in Northern Ireland without Government protest
or apology. That it has not been so cireulated is a
plece of luck which we had better not eount on being
repeated. I ocan assure you that if this issue came
into the hands of certaln persons in America, a major
ineident might easily be preeipitated.

As you know, Catholie Irish influences have been
important faotors in Anglo-~Ameriean relations and such
& wanton affront to Catholie sensibilities as this news-
paper supplies 1s to say the least dangerous.

As you also know, the Ameriean Catholics have
rallied superbly to their country's war effort and in
dodng so have apparently agreed to walve or forget the
traditional issues whieh in the past have inelited antl-
British sentiment in the United States. Fething eculd
be more unfortunate than that Northern Ireland, which
in a peculier sense ie beneficlary of this attitude,
should show lack of appreciation.

The person chiefly responsible for winning the
support of the Catholle Hierarehy in Americe 1s the
Presldent, who, by his unresitting efforts to promote
Christian good-will and equal treatment for all

religlons,
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religsions, hes merited the confidence of all religions,
As his representative here, I assure you that, in the
event of this matter being pudblicized in the mnti-British
section of the /merican Press, he would be seriously
embarrassed,

Your suggestion that the Covernment of Northern
Ireland, while deprecating this publiestion, feels that
it 1s unable to suppress it through a censorship, appears
to me to be beside the mark, Surely a police court
prosecution for violation of publie decency and good
morals should suffice, but if not, it would seem that
the war powers of a sovereign State should be able to
protect ite interests from a not insignificant danger.

I think it wiser to be "alarmist® about this
matter than to say too late ;I didn't foresee trouble.”

Yours sineerely,

bavid Oray
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| LEGATION OF THE
l\ UNITED! STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Boss : Congratulations on your safe return from ifrioa,
also on the results obtained ilerallnnluﬁing the capture alive of

General ddgaulla. 'he pleture of him shuking handa with Glraud,

i . Tha title should be

g w::: the show awny\,huwavar’&lq. sucker being trimmed by confidence
men . Churchill has the decency to reglster shame. he bowa his hnm{_

away from the camera, You however are disolosed luaghing brazenly,

Vaffy the #ritish representative here is aguin disousaing with
his government the question of the ports " wemdae in the light of
the new U-Boat menace. He is golng to London shortly to find out

what ia going on behind the seehes and how likely they think

the need of Jrish faoilities to become imperative, 'is idess of

prose-dure follew the line of my letters to you, that ia o raguent

lintions with you as
ull

for froilities in the name of the "nited

1
spokesman . The rquest would make it plain that if refused,f

publicity would be ascoprded the note . In the case that thas reguest

were acceded hu?ndaquute armament for protestion of irish eltles

ngainat hombing would be fortheoming. If rﬂfunad'auch astion to be

taken na seems needful, presumably ocoupation ol
t with & minimum of interference with lrish

the sreas of land

ppd water tvogquired bu

Government.
g now Jolned us in feaing that

the Canadian High Commiasioner ha
difi‘icif

gondit ione have shanged to such an extent that it would be

for ¥r. YeValera to pefuse such u request fov fucilities without

-
gubmitting it to the people lialfy and I however belleve that he would

rﬂf“ﬂg
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

If this were the end of the matter it would at least put him on
record for the purposes of puu.fwnr ad Justments and would prevent him
from saying that he had been with us all along which is probably
what he will say if he is not put on record ,
If anetion were to be taken, kaffy Kearny and I EEL agres theat
after the publicized reguest had been made, in view of the tide
the war has taken and the corresponding orientation of Irish
opinion toward the band wagon it would almost impossible for De'emlers
to order his troops to fire on naval forces ccoupying the areas
in question, It would be n very luecky solution for him of &
situation which he cannot 11Ea”;¥ﬁt does not know how to get out
of. Fe would of course prefer & German attack,
T have written about this to Sumner Welles &nd sent him the
brief of the Cenadian High Cnmé;asinnura report to his Government,

1 have heard sgome telk in military cireles as to the need of

rueenstown, Santry, Shannon mouth and swilly as ports of rendezvous

for gonvoys in the event of &n fnvasion of Europe. Whether Muffy's

intereat in this matter nnwiwhen both he and 1 had assumed that

all question of intervention had been abaundoned is due to this

posaibility, 1 do not Know. ; .

I went all out to give Francis P, jatthews , supreme Knight of

Columbus &8 @&ood time when he was here., I hed the Nunecioc &nd the

to lunoh with him |( geparately)= you can't have

srehbishep of Tublin
ed him wup to lunch with the Cardinal and did

them together) I motor

what T oould . I liked Frank very much, e is devoted To you.
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

I am going to ask the ”upurymant to order me home on leave and

for consulation as soon s the direot North atlantie route is open,

say early in May . Our new secretary iaron “rown has Just arrived,

I think he is going to be really gpood, He was four years in Mr, Iull'f
offige . Maule is doing a great job with thesme young secretnries,

Cur best to you all ineluding Grace Tully.
ATT
B
——_‘_——.
The line I have heen takinguhgra with politieal friends is this:
We ean undsrstand your neutrelity as long as you believed that

Bermany was going to win . You obeyedipthe dictates of prudence.

llow however your neutrality is voluntary and gratuitous and if it

means that you see no difference in the two causes, that you are as

friendly to Uﬂrman;r a8 to uﬂl..u:n.ﬂrinan opinicn is certain to resent £

it. Furthermore you/ deny sll moral obligation for your supply nnd

seourity without which there would be hunger and freezing in

Tublin and a breakdown of lrish economy.

I am enclosing an extract from & l;ghar from Tim leInerny, former
editor of the Boston Fost. e is. & Major in the Intelligence in
Northern Ireland and very ablé.whem he puts his mind to it. [here
might well be something in this as it 18 & new and face saving

appraochs Tim is a great supporter of John I'acCormack 4

D

\
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Uore than ever your remark on "Ireland can write her
own ticket If she offers Britain gecurity” has been ring-
ing in my head. I could really do gquite an editorial on
the subject, as you hit the nall on, the head succinetly.

It would strike me that if Ireland, like any sensible
nation, would ¢all a military and naval conference of her
own officers, those of the United States and Britain,
right now, to determine a permanent policy for the se-
curlty of the Atlantic, then something might well come
out of it,

I don't think that the Irish people would resent
such & conference if the U.S, is in on it, and the British
could not very well objett to our sitting in at this time.
After all, Ireland 1s the guardian of the eastern approach
to the Atlantisc as well as the western approach to England.
Perhaps an Allied sscurity force could be deviaed under
the supervision of an Allied commimsion, comprising Irish,
American and British soldiers, airmen and sailors. All
three natlons achleve a sort of comradeship in this war
and there is no reascn why sll three could not cooperate.

It is much more vitel than, say, the International
Ioe Patrol which operates with the cooperation of Canada,
Britain .and the U,S.4A, Such an agreement for jolnt de-
fense should very well obtain conatruction of naval bases,
ratrol bases, storage places for cll and, what might be
more important, adeouate air fields,

Ireland would get & trained force, fully equipped,

furnished her free of charge and should not object to

having
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having her men submerged in the general scheme of an
Allied forece because England and the U.9, would be do-
ing the same thing, Assuming, as most of us are now
beginning to assume, that Russis may possibly emerce
from this show es the dcminant prower in Eurcpe, with
the preatest Armv and with unimaginable possibilities
for sea and air strength, then the three Atlantio
democracies, and we might well add Canade, face another
enemy. We cannot kid curselves that Russian communism
will not be stimulated into world dreams of grandeur if
it suecceeds in smashing Germany,

It ought to make some good Jobs for Irishmen, should
help her out economically because she would have to sup-
Ply food for the force, and -might well prove the final
soclution of the partition problem,

Of eourse, the die-hards in Ulaster will never sub-
mit ‘to Dublin domination, but there is one chink in
their armor. They are Tferociously greedy up here for
money, If joint defense was established in the south,
and the south benefited economically, then half the
opposition in the north would disappear., Let the Allied
defense force establish, let us say, a shipyard or two
in Waterford or Cork, to build submarine chasers, ete.,
and let the farmers in the south of Ireland get money
for thelr products, then the Ulster group would look
invidiously and expertly upon the set-up and teo hell
with the border.

I would like to see you put over something like
this.
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Bhls,  AOwguiselesrewttoeet=gon, 1 find that in

Ireland everyone is affected by & constriction of
vislon, because of the overwhelming impact of local
politics. Perhaps this vision may obscure such a
constructive move as offering Britain security. I
de not think that any such scheme ms this will have
any walue after the war, Tha Irish will say "The war's
over" with a finality which brooks of no compromise and
with the optimism that the lightning will never strike
again.

But I think thet the whole sclution ia embodied
in your security belief. I am in full agreement with
you. In times of peace when the security force is
operating on & peacetime basis, a stimulus to realiza-
tion of Ireland's dream of a maritime industry might
be brought about. And the possibilities of air travel
will add even to this.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

I think I would telegraph
Gray that he and Spellman ghould
work this out together and that
doubtless Spellman will be in
London before he goes to Ireland.

F- D. RI
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March 9, 1943

My dear Mr. Fresldent:

Will you let me know if you wish me
to send any word to David Oray in response
to the messege contained in his telegram
of Mareh 8 which I enclose herewlith.

Belleve me

Palthfully yours,

SUMNER WELLES

Enclosure
Telegram 33
from Dublin

The President,
The White House,.
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copy

Dublin
Drnted March B, 1943

Seoretary of State
Washington

&3, Maroh 8, 3 p.m.

Please inform the President that after getting nress
report that Archbishoo Spellman might return to America via
Dublin I telegraphed Matthaws reauestins him to offer Spellman,
if and when le arrived in London, the hosnitality of this
Legatlion, It ie Xnown here that Svnellman has obtained Eilre
visa while in Rome and great interest is evident in church
and political eircles. I learn that the Arehbishon of Dublin
is inviting him to stop with him, The President may congider

it wleer for Archbishon Svellman not to ston here,

GRAY
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March 19th 1943,

™ -
‘ear Boss : (One must make the most of small oleasures these earnest

days. I enclose one such in the form of a map issued by the King's
" "
stationer to make jgritﬂinf'%ited States Conseious , It contains howevezy

only forty seven states, Delaware and the Listriet of Columbia not

appearing. .

I got a very nice letter from Spellman the other aay written fxam
from llew York before he left. I have written him to London explaining

the situation here and telling hin that after consulation with the

Funcio[}ho offeras to lend me an altar or tg let the Archbishop
Wﬁ/

2ay mass every morning at his chape A &m proposing that Airchbisop

3pellman stop At the Legation the first night und the second

(1f there is one) with the Archbisop of Dublin . I'r, DeValera is

living in his Aream Ireland undaphutﬁlng out the rest of the

world . On 5t. fatricks day he delivered the mest fantastic appesal

for the preservation of the Irish language as the most important

1] . S
irsue withwhech the nation is freed . T 13 more difficult than

use it to
Greek yet teachers whp know ad instruet young children

tmzxrithx who do not know it at all in arithmrtic.inzxirishyzxax
F%;;ult is boiling up in educational ecireles but the patriots

g ik
quell it by shouting  trators™
Tev., has served notice thaut he will not form & national government

if returned to cower nor enter a national coalition government b % o

defented, Heknows that in Opposition he can turn any goalition

out In & few monthe, 74" C#"‘ m

-
- b""—-‘\
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April 5, 1943,
LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Jear Bess ; Our .rchbiscp Spellman hug come cnd gone making
ue happier if not better for hi: soming . He 1s a knoeckout und mede
thexexmuen:mindmdy-hakexfiilekzy sweeatness @ pe light wherever he
went. Following my dinner, Mr, DeValera had him to dine, then lunech

with the Nuncio on [hurdday, followed by dinner et the .rehbisops.
From what he told me of his telk with DeValera he took the line of
aving thet vhat De'alera d4d was hie own resposnibility entirely \
but that thus and so was the polioy of imerica snd that he Spellman
was & hundred percent behind Lth, I imagine he took the same line
with the Archbiszop of Dublin . At ome of these parties I hed & talk
with the Archbiscp of Dublin and told him that unless Ireland made
some gesture alligning her self in prineinple with us'it wonld be
diffisult +to find grounds for cffering good offices in the matter
of ending Partition. To my sur;iwe he assente® to this. He has always
refused to discuss politics . I uasked him if he would talk thie
metter over with me, that is give me hias views about the possible
wvaye of ending Partition and he said he would. I shall write him
soon mrn? 7o to see him., Fe is the only man in Ireland who might
influence De¥alera but I think it most unlikely that anything will
influence him . It is becoming clesrer to me that he hus blundered

ri , :
into a position where he has to ahuuaa\E%%Eggnz%ﬁﬁrﬂﬁrthern listionalist

extremists who refuse to recognize the Worthern Government yet comply™

beaause they get no government Joos and taking & position in

eympathy with the United “ations, I think his choice will be
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to stick to his extremists. Whether or not he believes that bomb

outrages and disturbance will force the British Government to hand

over 800,000 protestant loyalistfs to

willfthia iz the line he belleves was successful

and the line he will stiok to. I
I have nev
four

during the Thzmm meal

look ahead bhut alwave backward.
depressed as he was
gompany lest week., The only comment he ev

was that his ancestors were lrish. I think

fnward suffering and if our Arechblshop oo
a8 A pries

he recentilvysaid to VeGaulle , to purge

might help. In his addresses gt mass our

imeriecan viewpoint sontinuously but of

thir%ph its press has soft pedalled all
as a compliment paid by imerica to Ireland
was entirely youlr own inv

from Eare
importance away from n

treatment which
Keep everybody of
life dull for thie legation.

we can get something that we need in excha

dntion in that sense 10 the Soard of Zcono

applicationa for gxport licenses for out

protected manufacturers thus far have all
i

dose
and isolation. Zhexazp

gelfishness will be beneficial, Sir John

British Covernment Teals that th

his oustddy againat their

in 1916 to 1921

am afraid that he will never

er ssen him so sour and

g that I took 12 hie

er made on Spellman

he is undergoing great
uld have said to him what
his soul of vanity it
srehbisop alipped in the
gourse the Covernment

this and elaims the visit

. I think your absent

ention is the sound line,

ow on much as 1t makes

ijold up /imeriecan supplles unless

nge . 1 am making reccomen=

ubmits
Irish
indorsement . The +ariff

mio Warfare whieh s

been shouting for neutrality

3igasipe of thelr own poliey of parochial

Maffy tells me thai the

e orisis for whioh they hnd toO
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prepare has passed and that from now on supplies to Irelund will

;D¢ #llotted strictly on a quid pro quo basis , Irish food is of
¢ I avodi yild =l

B';"LJ.I‘SB desireahle but harﬂlv naaeaaary. In peace time gnlw chout &

olan
+BQOnE I 2o nolisnltbto edi I8 nmolbdldie

tventieth of gritaine foud came from Tire and that wes cheifly i

fut@én ' #dd nolinsdn d f1oqoue 01 nloo bria ¢
Slupury béE??)iEEh o butter and bacon . Now PShars 46 1o moth
L”huﬁﬁar"ayﬁ?g?gpligz q&iﬂé&is%ed uxéﬁ%ﬁéiuéséép;. Igreéver tﬁér;fis
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o & A Ooamall e b g s b beT
o §T1v53;c$y?tafuli to xfﬂ?hiﬂﬂp apellman for stayinr here all duritx

Fi & “'.,.I'f -'l,l.ij Bl
{1 his visit. It was his ownl decision. It has nf cuufiﬁg ﬁﬁﬁﬂri5 ly
«XIokLr
ﬁarﬁiy shoot 'mamimx old

atrenryhequ yauT 1egatiun here. "hey can
cBig Aoltdlt™ oans %1

: W

41_J-&ncle Grag when Hie Grna?latﬂppad with him. of a:urz
: T2 oW AJIHY nwobworl

, that we put th%a over on him and thut 15 ‘one thfng Yhat®mekes Ain

T18dd Iu .-'.'.'J m &80 DAL
the support uf hmﬂriﬂﬂﬁubﬁthﬂifdﬂ ‘forHis

% +T8V0 T h
lintionalistic policies his RIGHT. I mutcred Hp' to tRé'Cardinal's

having first arranged shxxx with the Govern=-
U.S. Army Hg.

@ dev. kpuws

sp sour. He aonaiders

at Armagh Friday morning,

nr'j%neral that the .rchbisop cull on him on his way to

Then I went home and slept the cloek around in two installments.

1t was wise stopping only one day in Northern Ireland., As 1t vas

the}@atinnaliata addressed a political telegram to him demanding

that he end Partition. Ve ignored 1t
est that 1 acknowledge receipt of 1t.

. A esopy of it came to me

with the requ rhis I did as

per enclosure.
Take care of vourself. {’(

\ O}’(,-\/! AfLf 5 k!" C*
Er~e qﬁﬂﬁ
o 9

I am takin
g 8 leaf out of the
€ Archbisone nnte‘nnnlc“") \a 'u(’ -

yaude =sends love.
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8 Juods ylno emld soseq ul .yisasspenm vibiad Jud sidseglesh

on parttition at the ordination of two hishops. He cltes thn iiiantia
thLanJ Baw tadd bns ezl moal emse beo? un :11% To i1ﬁ£1g "

Charter and Lineoln to sunport his contention Qu  Quf o

e10m on Bl etedd woll , mooad bnes Te8ddud g 1?50 rxees [
d 1t. They furgat that Linceoln fought a cf‘fl h to pre%3§$! B

n
8 918l Tovoste «B359 Yo 2dwoqxe hedslnimib bas a0 u
Enggﬁ tbat hed lnsted_pnly 74 xnaru'whii!nihi %ﬂilo-frfs “rAtén“haa
T 1 "nao deltt adf gesde bne aldtae. vud 0{ Hf Eff vfgo
been in effeut 120 years the “rish voluntaridy participdting the

most of : = hL
vn Taited g&ngd?m parliament during that period i th{fk" ﬁ@v. id 1in
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72 Castle Street,
Belfast

lst April 1943,
To the Most Rev. Dr. Spellman,

Archbishop of New York,

American Legation,

Dublin,

May it please your Grace,

The undersigned elected representatives of the Catholics
of North-East Ulster regret the circumstances of your hurried

visit 8o not permit of a personal interview,

We would have wished to respectfully submit to your
Grace the conditions under whioh we live,

The Partition of Ireland 1s the greatest crime ever
perpetrated on our people It is not, as Britain would
have the world belibve, a domestic issue, It iz a crime
perpetrated by one Nation against another; by a big power-
ful Empire in the interests of a few of its colonists
against the native inhabitants of an old and cultured race.

We cannot believe Americans will continue to stand for
the dismemberment of our Country, remembering as we do that
your great Nation under Abraham iinuuln fought a ocivil war
rather than allow the Southern States to secede from the
Union. We look when this war is over and has ended in
vietory for the allied nations, that the justice it is pro-
posed to seocure for Poland, Czecho Slovakia and the other
small Nations shall also be meted out to us, and Ireland
returned to her original dignity as a self-governing unit
among the peoples of the world,

The restoration of her territorisl integrity and the
withdrawal of foreign armies of ocoupation will be the real
test of international good failth,

(Signed) G. Healy, M.P, Fermanagh

A, Hulvey, M.P, Tyrone.

P. Cunningham, M.P, Tyrone.
Alex. Donnelly, M.P. Tyrone.
Benator Maguire Belfast,
Senator Lynch Belfast.

P, Maxwell, M.P, Derry City.
Senator Hhiuughlin Armagh

Eamon Donnelly, M.P., Falls Div. B-lfa;t.
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Dear Mr, Donnelly,

I have received your letter of April 1, 1943, en-
elosing a copy of a telegram sent by your Committee to
His Grace The Archbishop of New York,

It should be borne in mind that His Grace's visit
to Eire was entirely without political significance.
As you know, he 1s the Archbishop of New York and as
such he visited old friends in Dublin, He is also
Viear General to Roman Catholic members of the Armed
Forces of the United States and in this capacity he
visited Northern Ireland, paying his respects to the
Cardinal Primate at Armagh and to the Governor General
at Hillsborough on his way to United States Army Head-
quarters,

I appreciate your courtesy in sending me a copy of
the telegram in my capacity as host to His Grace, but
it would of course be lmproper for me to comment upon
it, as I am the Representative of the United States
aceredited to Eire.

Yours very sincerely,

(8gnd) David Gray

Eamon Donnelly, Esq.
Hon., Seo., 5

reen Cross Fund,
72 Castle Street,
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 26, 1943,

MEMCRANDUM FOR
HON, CORDELL

TO READ AND RETURN FOR MY

FILES,
F.D.R.
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This telegram rust be s
cleosely paraphrased be- Dated April 18, 1943
fore being cormunicated
%o anyone. (8C) Reeld 10215 pelie

Secretary of State,

Washington,

52, April 19, 5 n.u.

Please inform the Pregident that on Saturday,
e —— .

April 17, about noon a Mlying Fortress B=17P (repeat B-

17F) serial no, 228755, l"irat Lieutenant Cecil
Wfaltera, pilot, bound from ..friea to EBritaln erossed
the Dublin area and wasg fired on by Irish anti-
aireraft batterics, Pllot made a foreed landing
gafely at Collinstowm air field just north of
Dubline. Release was scecured for plane and peErgonnel
alao fuel and it took off for northern Ireland
at 6 palie

The erew had not been briefed to claim none
operational status, Aa you lnhow, reference my
noge 239, December 1, 241, December S, 2435, Decenber
7 and 253, December 12 of 1942 and noa, 21, Februnry
8 and 26, February 13, o 1043, I have made repented
and vrgent representations that Uhited States sir
comtiands brief their personnel to claim non-
opErntional missions (reneat non) if forced to land
on Cire Lerritory, Iy underatanding is that

GeEneral

B Siland potdin

J - 'C/:



-2- #52, April 19, &5 p.m., from Dublin,

General Eaker's commend is cooperating, but of

the six plenes for which we have secured release
the personnel of only one heve cleimed non-
operetionsl status, This obviously cannot continue
without internment. If $35C,000 sircreft are
selzed by Irish Government end treined personnel
sent to the coop the responsibility rests on

the 4ir Command end not on this Legation.

London Embgesy informed.

GRAY
MCH
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
April 26, 1043,

MEMORANDUM FOR
(GENERAL MARSHALL
Please read enclosed from
David Gray, our Minister $o
Ireland, and 1ot me have it
back for my files.

Letter dated Aprll 10th re
release of six Amerlican military

planes which came down in Eilre,

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.S.

By W. J. Stewart Date Fgﬂ [D 1972



Hay 27, 1943.

Dearest doude:

1 am enclosing copy of a letter,

in the utmust privaecy, which you can show

to David when he 1s feeling low,
subscribe to "thim sintiments™.

Affectionately,

Mre. David Gray,
American Legatlicon,
Dublin, Ireland.

Enclosure.

I heartily



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE SECRETARY

May 26, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

As of interest 1 enolose
herewith copies of self-
explanatory documents relat-
ing to the high esteem in
which Minieter Gray is held
in Ireland,

CN
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BRITIBH EMBABBY
WABHINGTON, D, C.

22nd May, 1943,

Dear Mr, Hull,

I send you the extract from the letter written
by Bir John Maffey, High Commissioner in Eire, to the
Permanent Head of the Dominions Office on the 26th
February 1943, You thought 1t might interest the
President to see what 8ir John Maffey had eaid about
My, Gray.

It 18 good evidence of the appreciation of our
people of what Mr, Gray has done,

Yours very sincerely,

HALIFAX

The Honourable Cordell Hull
BECRETARY OF BTATE,
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM SIR JOHN MAFFEY,
HIGH COMMIBSIONER'S OFFICE, EIRE, TO SIR ERIC MACHTIG,
DOMINIONS OFFICE, DATED 25TH FEBRUARY, 1943,

If in the course of this war the importance of
Amerioan influence on the development of Irigh polioy
has been revealed with startling oclearness and in new
and unforeseen ways, it would be ungracious on our part
not to recognise how great a debt we owe to Mr. David
Gray, the Ameriocan Minister in Dublin, He came to
Dublin in April, 1940, and was there during the dark
weeks when France fuli, when we stood alone and when
Dublin opinion formed a very low estimate of our chances
of survival, Although America was still neutral (and it
was Nr, de Valera's declared bellief that this neutrality
wap unshakeable) Mr, David Gray was outspoken in his
condemnation of the Axie aggressors, in hie support of
Britain's determined stand for liberty and in his
oriticism of the unhelpful attitude of the de Valera
Government towards our cause, The American representa-
tive in Dublin hae a unique importance and aprestige
deriving its high lights from many eventful chapters of
history very different from the pages of the Anglo-Irish
struggle, Practiocally every Irish family has relations
in America. It is a conatant surprise to me to find
how many of the ordinary people in Eire have spent some
time in America, For these very reasons the American
Minister ie expected to say comfortable things. Mr. Gray
did not, It was not that he did not have a great sym-
pathy with Ireland. He had lived over here for a year
some ten years ago and had planned and largely written
a book on Ireland which, he tells me, would not have
been wholly pleasing to an English reader. I would not
say that hie views in this respeot have greatly ohanged,
He would say that now he sees in a new light the diffiocul-
ties we had to face in trying to hold Ireland, and he
would relate the dark chapters to contemporary dark
chapters elsewhere in the world, Perhaps he would sup-
port the dictum which I employ in discussion with Irish-
men: 'Ehfllﬂd may have failed here, but she probably
did as well as or better than anybody else would have
done," Certainly he would say that our past, whatever
view 1g taken of it, 1s now fully explated,

He recognised the need of extreme patience on our
eide of the table and continued to say exactly what he
thought in the ideal setting of the American Legation
where, with Mrs, Oray, he extended to a wide oircle a
generous hospitality and friendliness. It would be

diffioult
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difficult to estimate the importance of the help which
the Legation gave to the British cause here during
those difficult days, His association with me was overt
and significant, It had a profound effect on Irish
opinion at a critical stage of the war, Though it may
escape the notice of the historian, Mr, David Gray's
arrival in Dublin was a milestone in Irish hiestory,

and Irish higtory means a great deal more than the
history of Ireland, An Ameriocan Minister had the
temerity to make it plain to Irish Nationalists that
they were no longer the darling Playboy of the Western
World, and to point out that the audience were bored.
This rang down a curtain and raised a new one, We have
been able to coordinate our policies with Mr, Gray in
évery way, Our association has shown us both that if
thie coordination of American and British policy in
Eire 1s raised to the highest plane it cannot fail to
have decisive consequences in laying the Anglo-Irish
spectre,
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June 15, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STAIE

I have read David Gray's
outline of view on American policy
toward Ireland. What do you think
we should do in regard to action?

In the matter of asking for
the use of ports, I think we might
consider askXing for a lease of the
ports in & manner similar to the
lease of the eight bases from Creat
Britain in 1940. However, the
peried could well be cut frnu ninety-
nine years to the duration of the war.

I think Mr. Gray is right in
his desire to put de Valera on
record. We shall undoubtedly be
turned down. I think the strongest
fact is that we are losing many
American and British lives and many
ships in carrying various supplies
to Ireland without receiving anything
in return, and without so much as
AThank you®,

rl n. nl
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Letter drafted Moy 31, 1943

ADDRESTED T

_The President
The White House,



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

June 3. 1943

My dear Mr, President:

I enclose for your information a copy of a memo-
randum dated May 14, 1943 from Mr, David Gray in Dublin
outlining hie views on Amerigan poliey toward Ireland,
You will note that Mr, Gray recommends the Yadoption of
& Joint Anglo-American economic poliey toward Eire
shaped with reference to political considerations,"
Bince Mr, Oray is arriving in Washington shortly and
will undoubtedly wish to discuss some of these matters
with you, 1t is believed that you will wigh to have a
copy of hig memorandum at hand,

Faithful oura,

oSt/

Enclosure:
Memorandum from

Mr. David Gray,
May 14, 1943,

The President,
The White House,
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TRIPLICATE

DUBLIN, May 1k, 1943,
No, 625

SUBJECT: Memorandum on Ameriean Foliey
Toward Eire,

The Honorable
Seeretary of State,
Washington,

8ir:

I have the honor to forward herewith a striotly
confidential Memersndum on the situation in Eire and
on the question of whethar Enguint policy toward Eire
framed and executed by the ted Natlions to the end
of seouring politienl and nilitary advantages is deplr=-
Iu'-

As may be inferred from the Memorandum, although
the suggestion that the Eire Oovernment should be
invited to elarify their position originated with the
Eritish and Canadlan Representatives, it was o Bugres—
tion with whioh I agreed In principle and was prepared
to recommend to you, if and When approved by the British
and Canadian Governments. It appears, as met forth in
the Memorandum, that these Governments did not approve
the mnnnﬁn‘.ium of their Representatives, Although
this eireumstance would obviously make it improper for
this Miesion to make similar recommendations, 1t does
not, in my opinion, alter the eltuntion which impelled
the British and Canadian Representatives to make such
resommendations nor necessarily indicate that the
recomuendations were unwise or untimely,

hope is that the Memorandum will portray the
sltuation to the Seeretary of State In puch a way that
he will be enabled to form his owm Judgment and to frame
his Irish poliey on profitable lines,

Hespeotfully yours,
David Gray

Enclosure:
Memorandum dated May 14, 1943.

710
50/ 7 DECLASSIFIED
In triplicate, fhate D, Letter 111 Thepg 10 1072

By J. Behsable Date____
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Enclosure to Despateh Mo, 625 dated May 1L , 1943,
Eres ‘neriocan Legation, Dublin, Ireland.

MIMOR/NDUM,
On recommendations for the adoption of a

Joint Angle=iAmerioan Eeonomic Folley
toward Elre shaped with reference to
politiocal considerations.

Antroductory.

Early in February 1943, the British Representative
to Eire, Sir John Maffey, informed me that he and the
Canadian High Commissioner, the fonorable John Kearney,
were exchanging personal views as to the desirsbility of
recommending to their respective Governments scme motion
desligned to improve the pesition of the members of the
British Commonwealth of Nations and if possible of the
United Nations also as regards Elre., It was felt that,
in the first place, some practiocal benefits for the
Allled war effort might be obtalned and, in the second
place, that If military advantages were not fortheoming,
it was desirable, in order to elarify Eire's position 1in
the post-war period, that her GCovernment be invited to
make that positicn clear without undue delay.

It was suggested that a request be made for what
are ealled "the ports.” If the request were scceded
to, we should have the much needed facilities. If not,
Elre would be definitely on record as having refused a
specifio request made now for the first time., Other-
wise, she night say with truth, "You never asked us for
the ports.” It was felt that if the record was not

made
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made clear, Eire would be in a better position later
on to clalm bensfits to whieh she wus not entitled on
the basis of her attitude during the war, especlally
in view of the contingent of Eire wvolunteers in the
British Army, published reference to whom is now pro-
hibited by Government cemsorship. It is obvious that,
although these volunteers are now reparded as renegades
and traitors by the extreme nationallst group, they
would probably be eclaimed as an asset by the Irish
Government to obtaln post-war sdvantages unless the
position of Eire was more definitely established than
it has been,

About the same time, the Canadlan High Commissioner
gave me the substance of a memorandum whieh he had ad-
dressed to his Government outlining the situation as he

-2

saw it, and making certain practieal suspestlons for a
Plan of proecedure which involved folnt metion with the
United Nations -- a plan in which it was thousht desir-
able that the United States Covernment should met ap
spokesman — with & general proposal for = joint poliey
and for some action which would clarify Mr. de Valera's
position. My personal view was in agreement with the
proposal for some such line of metlon as was puscested,
and I expressed myself in ravor of recormending to my
own Covernment that, in view of the peouliar and com=
plex nature of the Irish situation, a Joint plan and
sueh Joint actlon as might be feasible was desirable.
During the first week in January 1943, Sir John
returned froam London and told me that the Dominions
Office was in mccord with the general proposal for a
Joint
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Joint Anglo-imeriean policy toward Eire, but had not
considered the idea of clomely correlating the
econcmie aspects of such a polioy with politieal con=
slderations, He had galned the impression that the
military services for the time being at least were
resigned to dolng without the ports and that 1t was
thought unwise to stir this matter up at the present
time inasmuch us Anglo-Irish relations were on the
whole as satisfactory as could be expected in view of
Irish neutrality. The Canadian Hepresentative galned
8 similar impression of his Covernment's attitude.

Exanination of Existine Situstion,

During the time whioh has slince elapaed there
has been no change in Eire polioy which would indi-
cate that the Elre Covernment were taking a more
realistic view of the situation or intended to pureue
a poliey actively helpful to the cause of the United
Natlons, in spite of the evidently minimized risk of
sueh & course. This is significant begause & neu~
trality whieh might have been dlctated by prudence
in 1939 end 1940 had beeome an entirely voluntary
and gratuitous neutrality im 1943 and can only be
interpreted as a neutrality for material profit or
& neutrality insensible to the moral issues of the
war,

It seems therefore desirable to review the exist-
ing military, political and eeonomic sltuation in Eire
for your oonsideration to the end that you may have a
basis for independent judgment as to whether existing

poliey
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peliey toward Zire should be continued or made more
drastie in conjunotion with britain and Canada for
the attalmment of epecified ends., It should be
elearly understood that your Minister would not recom=
mend any course of motion to whieh the British Oovern-
ment took exception, Llnuemuch as that Covernment can-
not escape a primary responsibility for the conse-
quences of any Joint policy whieh night prove un-
profitable, It should also be understood that your
linlster appreciates the politieal slituation in the
United States whioh makes an openly proeclaimed Angloe
Ameriean jJeint policy toward Eire of doubtful useful-
ness., Your Minister's memorandum is, as far as
practieable, factusl and intended to serve the poliey
making offlcers of the Government, At the same time,
he wishes to point ocut the dugtﬁ of inaotion, It
is his belief that, generally speaking, n positive
poliey is to be preferred when dealing with Mr, de
Valera. Though there has bean no avowed change in
Mr., de Valera's poliey, the pressure of events has
undoubtedly affected him. He has come to belleve
in an Allled vietory, which he doubted a8 late as our
expedition to lorth Afries and perhaps later, He has
evidently considered the dissdvantapes of not belng
one of the United liations, for he has stated privately
that, even If he wanted to, he could not come in now
when It was safe, because he would be "mooked at,"
In his keynots speech on May £th opening the canpalen
preliminary
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preliminary to the elections to be held in June, he
laid stress on the need for pood relatlons with
Britain, But he also laid stress on the issue of
Fartition apd warned that it wae the one difference
which prevented cocperation with Eritain, By ocurlous
ecoinoidence, on the following day Mr, Churehill's let-
ter to Mr. Andrews, the retiring Frime Minister of
Nerthern Ireland, was published, in whiloh he expressed
the gratitude of BEritaln to Northern Ireland for the
faellities which made the survival ef Britaln possible
during 1940 and 1941, and assured Northern Ireland
that its bond with Britaln was unbreakable. This
was a2galn followed by a proclamation of the new Prime
Minister of Nerthern Ireland, S5ir Basil Srooke, making
it olear that union with Britalnm rather than with Eire
was the keystone of Northern Ireland polioy and warn=
ing Eire that if she wished to maintaln happy relations
with the North, she must refraln from interfering in
Northern affalrs, Mr. de Valera at present writing
has made nc reply, but it has become Inereasingly
elear during the past months that he and his group
rely upon the lssue of Partition for post-war pur-
poses, TFor this it prefers the grievance rather
than the solution. Hearly a year aro Mr. de Valera
astated to an Amerlean newspaper man,who asked him if
he were not anxlous as to Zire's position in the post-
war pericd, that he was not anxlous; that he relled
on the inevitable falling cut of Great Britain and the
United States, as n consequence of whieh he would
sooure
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Becure the support of the United States, It has be=-
¢ome laoreasingly apparent that he Intends to use the
alleged wrong of partition to open this rift and to
enlist the sympothies and support of the Irish-‘merigan
groups to this end,

Heoently Mr, Kobert Stewart has Torwarded to me a
eopy of an able and pertinent memorandum prepared by
him for the Department, in the course of whieh he
eites what might be regarded ss the opening gun of
such a oampaign -- a resolution from The Federation
of imeriean Sooleties for Irish Independence asking
that our Congress should insure the independence and
unity of Ireland; that is, secure the merger of the
Government of Northern Ireland into that of Eire, dur-
ing the negotlaticns for pesce. The Irish Minister
to the United States in a recent article in Ihe Now
Xork Timep entitled "The Case for Ireland's Keutrality"
etresses the same noté.

The question that now poses ltself is whother it
is edvisable to take any measures to forestall this
strategy and at the same time attain or oendeavor to
attaln other desirable onds, and, if it is advisable,
to deelde what those measures should be and how they
should be taken. It would seem that the obvious
means of putting pressure upon Elre and dlesoredit ing
the leadership of the de Valera group, from whieh
trouble is to be expected in the post=war period, is
by withholding supplies., The United Nations sontrel
the supplies and without injustlice have the moral as
well us legal right to withhold them in thelr own
interest from separatist natlons who rofuse to take

responsibllity
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responsibllity for the common survival., More than
that, If the assoeistion of United Nations has reality,
it constitutes a trusteeshly of all supply with the
obligation to allet it or withhold it for the advance-
ment of United Natlons interests. The decision to
glve or withhold is essentislly a joint onme.

If we examine the faots as to Eire's clalms to
self-suffiolency put forward by the de Valera group
and the figures showing Eire imports since the out=
break of the war, we obtaln a pleture of the situation
and of the thus far benevolent attitude of the Lritiah
Covernment., Eire produces = surplus of food animals,
and coarse wools., She has her own fisheries., She
now produces sbout two=thirds of her required wheat,
her oats and barley, her own dairy producta, her
frults and vegetables, peat for domestle fuel and an
insignifieant amount of mnthrscite coal, She has
abundance of limestone for cement menufacture, There
is also a small amount of native timber for manufag=
ture and fuel. Everything else, which is practically
everything, she imports elther as consumers moods or
raw materlials,

British eecnomle pollioy toward Iire since the
outbresk of war is revealed by the figures for Irish
Imports from 1938 onward, ilnasmuch ms Dritain under
normal condition is the maln souree of Irish mpply
and, with the advent of war conditions, almost the
sole source of essential materials, Irish statlis-
tlos give &41,414,051 of imports for 1938, &43,415,139
for 1939, &46,790,207 ror 1940, 229,530,215 in 1941,
and &34,663,729 in 1942,

Inports



y 4

=-8=

Imports from the United States for 1941 amounted
to &2,294,958; 1in 1942 £3,050,841, and for the Tirst
quafter of 1943 &688,508, These flgures indicate
that United States exports eomprised about cne-tenth
of the total inm 1941 and about one-eleventh in 1942,
For the same two years thers was a totel of goods sent
to Eire from the United States amounting to &5,345,799
and & total of k1,001,748 received from Eire., These
flgurea make 1t olear that, in spite of inereasiagly
real and economienlly planned searcity in Gritain,
vary generous allotmente have been made to Eire,
During the last twe years of soareity she has Leen
deprived cof only about a fourth of normal requirsmentes.

The Irish Minister for Finanee, in presenting his
Budget before the Irish Parliament on May 5, 1943, is
quoted as saying "vislble imports sines the beginning
of the war had up to Mareh J1 last exceeded visible
exports by seventeen and three-tenths million (pounds)
in value., This is an schlevement on whieh the trad-
ing intereste concerned, as well as the State Depart-
nents, deserve recognition,”

When it is realized that a large percentage of
these visible imports were brought to Britain in
British ships at a very considerable cost of British
lives and thereafter slletted to Eire who made no eon-
tributien to the safety of the supply line, the nature
of the transaction becomes olear,

This British peliey appears to have been imaugur-
ated at the outset of the war in the somewhat optimistie
epirit of Chemberlaln eonelliation, and was probably

oontinued
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continued after the fall of France by reason of well-
grounded anxletles as to the position of the Elre
Government in the case of Cerman invasion. It was
then imperative to appease even at the oost of seori-
fiee. There wae slso the poesibility that metlon
with regard to naval and air faollitles in Eire would
become imperative by reason of ullitary necessity and
if sueh metion had to be taken, it was desirsble that
the Irish people should be without eeonomie prievance,
Sinee the military position has 80 greatly im-
proved, these reascns for supplying Ireland have lost
@geney, but it has been deemed unwise by the British
Government to make any sharp break in the existing
poliey that might give grounde for the charge of puni-
tive coereion, Allotments of coal and petroleun
produets have been materially reduced, but are still
suffieient to maintain the essential transportation
services, It has been considered desirable to keep
the rallways operating in order that Irish live stoeck
and other food exports may be moved to export ports,
Although Eire has no other market for her surplus
Tood produets than Britain, it has appeared desirsble
to allot manufactured gools and certaln raw materials
in sufrioient quantities to maintain a falrly balenced
trade. It is probably also true that trade lnterests
in Irish eustomers on the part of Hritish firme have
been influential in proecuring libveral allotments for
Eire in the absence of any elearly defined povernmental
poliey of withholding pupply. It should be noted
that under normal conditions Hritain obtains only
hetween
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between five and Beven per cent. of her food from
Elre by walue consisting wostly of fresh meat and
other foods that are rirst restrieted in times of war
stringeney. Tuerefore, Hritain in a pineh gan do
without Irish food, whereas the whole secnomie system
of Eire depends upon imports from Britain, During
the recent sutbreak of foot-and-mouth diseese in Eire,
eattle exportes were suspended for nine months without
noticeable effeot on the Eritish food eituation,

Of late, eeccnomic conditions in Britaln, Chiefly
due to the need of tonnage for war purposes, have
begun to bring into forece toward Eire & more realistie
poeliey bused on the thesis that it wase unnecessary, os
well as unjust, that Irish standards of living and
Supply should be malntalned at & higher level than
that prevailing in Britain and that some ndequate
return should be obtained for what was glven, It
should be noted that tils new phase of British poliey
ie not in eonfliet with the conception of a United
Natlone trusteeship of all supply for the advancement
of United Nations interests,

For the first three months of 1943, elletments
of ccal have been reduced, as compared with the first
quarter of 1942, from about 300,000 tons te 250,000,
and allotments of petrol from 4,500,000 gu'ons teo
1,750,000, Textiles ehiefly for Irish manufacture
have been reduced by about two-thirds, It should
be noted at this poimt thet Eire eotton mills have
been and are sustalned prineipally by impertation of

/meriecan
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‘merican cotton yarns. With the omincusly lnereas-
ing needs for both cosl and petroleum products in
Britain, 1t is posnible that thils new attitude toward
Irish supply might result in the not distant future
of a total withholding of both coal and oll. The
effect of this on Irish economy and espeelally on
Elre's industry, transportation, and distribution
systems 1s not wholly elear, but it would lnevitably
be serious. The rural populstlon comprising about
three-quarters of the whole would be lnoommoded, but
would suffer no serlous hardship or serlous impair-
ment of its living standards. Eire produces nlequate
food supplies for lts population, though ecertain
artlioles to which the Irish people are mecustomed
are ln short supply. lHowever, the problem of feeding
Dublin's populaticn ef flve hundred thousand would
tex Irish administration severely, Nevertheless, it
ls a problem whieh by improvising elementary rallway
and motor truck services with wood, turf (peat), and
anthraeite coal as fuel should not prove inscluasble,
The poselbllity of such s situstion has reeently been
discussed by Uinlsters of State in publlic addresses
and not in e epirit of despair. The sharply di-
minished imports froa Dritain during the first quar-
ter of the present year have thus far evoked no publi=
olzed resentment mgalnst Britain or charge of economic
pressure, It i1s probable that the Irish conmelence
1s uneasy on this peint, It serves Britaln's book
that thile should be so. But it is not apparent that
the previous generous measure of British supply has
had



" g

=12«

had any effect in fostering a favorable view of the
ouuse of the United Nations, It is eertain that it
haes not in any wiy modified the poliey of the Eire
Covernment in a practical manner more favorable to
Britain or the Allled cause, Supply seems to be
taken as a matter of course - something arranged by
an astute Government whio have celeverly sucoceeded in
getting things for the Irish people without econtribu-
ting to the safety of the communications en whioh the
supply depends,

The group which hes benefited most from Iriash
neutrality are the tariff-protected menufacturers
who, in spite or difficulties, have generally been
able to continue operations on a profitable basis.
Presumably, a larpe rercentage of politiocal campaipn
funde is subseribed to the de Valers Party by this
group and its influence in support of the neutrality
peliey 1= considersbls, The question therefore poses
itself whether, if the raw materfals needful in Irlsh
manufactures were progressively restricted to the
vanishing polnt, the industrinlist group would demand
a ehange of poliey, Although the war will be won
regardless of any aotion Eire may or may not take,
there are at least three polnts on whieh United States
and Sritish interests are egravely prejudiced by the
policy of the Irish Covernment, to wit:

1. The withholding of faeilities Tor the pro-
tection of mea communieations between imeriea and
Britain,

2, The maintenance of Axis FHissions which are

inevitably
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inevitably espionage eenters on the borders of
Britain, the European bridgehead of the United Natlons.

3. !Hlllh-th]-nntlhlldlh?ﬂ-
Minister to de Jure sovereignty over Northern Ireland,
‘.llllthl-wmtthﬂhnlmhunhm
end of ereating post-war disagreement between Britain
and the United States, if not to foment trouble in
Northern Ireland to the detriment of the common war
effort,

It 1s unlikely, in the view of the British Repre-
sentative and myself, that economie preesure on the
industrialist group in itself would result (1) in
the Irish Covernment 's eeding alr and port feollities
to the United Nations or (2) in breaking diplomatie
relations with the Axis Powers, but sueh setion might
Yery well prepare the way to these ends by impressing
upon both the Irish Covernment and the Irish people a
more realistic sense of thelr dependence upon and
indebtedness to the United Nations for political
independence, for economis supply, and for allitary
seeurity. At preseat there is no general appreeias-
tien of these faets. GSueh 8 reslization must pre-
eede any redieal change in State poliey.

As to the third point, the de Valers olaim to
soverelgnty over Morthern Ireland is & matter for
eoncern to those charged with the maintenance of
oooperation and good-will between the United States
and the members of the Britiah Commonwealth of Nations,
Hot only has the protest of the Eire Covernment against
the use of bases in Nerthern Ireland by imericanm troops,

Tollowed
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Tollowed by the Eire Government-approved statement

of the Cardinal Primate that "British and American
tmuwnmm“qmmtmﬂllutm
Hation" tended to lnoite snti-imerioan snd anti- :
Pritish feeling, both in Northern Ireland and in Eire,
and to encourage I.R.A, outrages, but, as Mr, Robert
Stewart points out, there is evidence that the anti-
British campaign has already again been earried to
the United States by Mr, de Valera's agents.

Pospible Courses of Aetlon.

If Anglo-imerisan solldarity 1s to be preperved,
both dur ing the war and afterwards, this situation
should be met by Jolnt counsel and Joint aetion with-
out undue delay. Messures that would be politically
imposesible after the war &ppear now to be possible
and, If properly executed, would force the issue and
disoredit the isolationist non~-cooperative group of
extreme nationslists in Eire whose politieal existence
constitutes the chief obstacle to a happy and pros-
perous Ireland enjoying mutually advantageous relations
with the British Commonwealth of Hations. It seems
desirgble that without undue delay the challenge of
this group be aceepted. It is obviously wiser te
agoept 1t on grounds chosen by ourselves and at a
moment of our own ehoosing, than to walt for the Irish
Prime ¥inister to develop his skillful and misehievous
intrigue. Whatever the righte and wrongs of partition,
it should be clearly understood that a solution en any
basis of reason and compromise is not the primary

objeot
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objeet of the de Valern leadership at this time. The
grievance 1s politioally orf more importance than the
solution, I haye recently received direet evidence
of this from persons clcse to the Frime Yinister, It
is probable that If Elre had Jelned the other members
of the Aritish Commonwealth of Hatione in prosecuting
the war, the influence of the British Government would
have been exerted to end Fartition and unite Ulster
with the Twenty-six Counties, Inasmuch, however, as
the de Valera policy has been not only to remain neu-
tral but progressively to establish Eire as an inde-
pendent forelpgn netion, disclaiming sesoelation with
the neighboring Island, it is obvious that the British
Government must and will support the political views

of the majority in Nerthern Irelend, Mr, de Velera
has definitely put an end to any hope of solving this
problem in any predictable future, unless he should
reverse his whole politieal rhilesephy. The Y¥nnehester
Cuaprdien, the organ of British Liberal opinion snd
treditional supporter of Irish Home Hule, observes in
ite lesue of April 30, 1943, "One thing the war hans
done and that is to confirm Partition. So rmch Eire's
neutrality has secured. Ulster needs no longer to
base her polities on negations; no seetion of British
(or imerican) opinion will wish to coerce her to satis-
Ty Mr. de Valera's aspirations.”

After enjoying the use of bases in Northern Ire-
land denied to us by Elre, it 1a unlikely that .Ameriean
opinion would support the coereion of Ulster, But, ir
Nr. de Valera has lost his chuance to end Partition, he
mmlmmmwr_nttmui in Northern

Ireland



Ireland among the four hundred thousand Catholie PO pU-
latlon whom he eluims as fellow nationaliste, and
there is reason to fear that he will continue to exert
It unless he is made to realize that to do so will in-
vite eccnomle consequences disadvantageous to his
authority and aspirations.

There seem to be séveral tactloal approaches to
meeting and foreing the issue before It develops fur-
ther to our disedvantage. By this is meant sotion
which conveys a sobering warning to Mr, de Valers and
provides an educatlional experience for the Irish people
ar to thelr essential dependence on the United Nations,
I enumerate four of them as follows:

1. A demand in the name of the United Nations for
the lesse of air and port fmeilitles for the protectiom
of the Western approsches, on the ground that Eire's
supply depends upon United Nations mea=-borne transport.

2, A demand that Axis Missions be removed, on the
ground that thelr presence is a menace to United Nations
vital interests.

3. A demand that Eire olarify her position toward
the British Commonwealth of Mations. Ie she in or out?

An unsatimfactory reply to any of these demands
would result in the progressive shutting off of raw
materlals for Irish industries, on the sround that if
Eire chooses to exercise her right to an isolstlonist
position, she must assume responsibility for her own
supply.

h. Perhaps the most effective manner of meeting
the lssue from the American politieal viewpoint would
be the enforcement of conseription in Northern Ireland.

There
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There 1s little doubt that ‘merican opinion would sup-
port a measure which put an end to the esoape of North-
ern Ireland slackers from duties imposed upon American
youth. DBut 1t must be recognized that there 1z 1ikeli-
hood of bloodshed in Northern Ireland if econseription
should be enforeed and the politleal econsequences
should be carefully weighed before a decision were
taken. It could, however, be truthfully said that
new bloodshed ocould hardly inorease the politieal
eapital manufsetured cut of the executions of 1916.

There are difficultlies and dangers in all these
suggested courses, but they may well be inconsiderable
in comparison with those resulting from lnaetion and
postponement to a less favorable time and less aus-
pleious conditions. The important thing from the
viewpolnt of Anglo-Ameriean cocperation is to bring
to the notice of the Ameriean people the unfalr and
destructive polliey of the de Valera politielens at the
time when British and ‘Ameriecan Interests are essentially
the same and to obtain a verdiot of ‘meriesn dlsapproval
which will remove the pressure of the Irish question
from Anglo=—Ameriecan relations. Jolnt Anglo-Ameriean
understanding 1= obviously desirable in the adoption
of any of these policles and at least a degree of jolnt
action in the execution, ;i

It appears that a liaison committee representing
the British Ministry of Economie Warfare sits with the
Amerlican Board of Economie Warfare and considers Jolntly
with the American Board the requests made by would-be
Irish purchasers for export lleenses for the cormodities

which
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whieh they desire to purchase, The Ministry of Zcon-
omle Warfare is therefore cognizant of /meriean 1i-
censed exports to Lire. These two ngenoles for
eeonomie warfare scting Jointly would seem to econsti-
tute the adequate machinery for suoh correlated econcmie
action as might be approved, It would only remain for
the poliey-paking agenclies of the respective Covernmentes
to decide on the line to be pursued and delegate the
laplementing of the deelslon to the existing Boards of
Eeonomie Warfare. It should be made clear that your
Minister is not assuning to advise the British Govern-
ment, but only to susgest to his own Covernment varlious
proeedures by whieh we might properly assist the British
Covernment in forestalling Irish mensce to our mutually
friendly and cooperative relations, which are of basiec
impertance if our hope for the future is to be realized,
Ne important trade interests, elther British or
Ameriean, would be jeopardized by such proposed economie
setion if indeed 1t were planned and exeouted in = spirit
of cooperative understanding, fof Eire is and must re-
maln primarily « customer of Britein. There is no
market for Irish sgrioultural products, except in
Britain, and so Eire =must hold that market by buying
British. ‘The United States in peace-tlme finds Eire
& logleal customer for feeding grains and some Aand-
factured specialties and is & purchaser of Iriwh
specialties such as whiskey, luxury baecon, handmade
tweeds, Irish poplins and carpet wool. DBut it seems
desirable that during the war nelther Britaln nor
Ameries should undertake to supplant each other's
legitimate



legitinate trade by supplylng to Irish buyers what the
other is unable or unwilling to supply, ‘Fegardless of

pelitieal considerations. This desirable end a joint
trade polloy toward Eire would ineldentally assure.

It 1s difficult to frame an ob jeotive and dis-
passlonate appraissl of eurrent events at close range
and 1t is possible that the facts set forth above
should be otherwise interpreted as pointing to other
oourses of aection. It may be wiser to take no action
at all but leave te time and Impondersble forces the
working out of the problems presented by the Irish
sltuation, But, however attractive the poliey of do=-
ing nothlng may appear, there is an inescepable do-
eision which the United Nations must presently faece,
to wit: Can Eire as a geographical strateglc keystone
in the common defence of the British Isles and as the
contrelline area for the protection of Anglo=-'=eriecan
communieations again be permitted the right to refuse
eooperation in time of erisis and endanger our exist-
ence? If it cannot, the cholee of the United Naticns
is between making their decision now while the realistic
pressures of war continue, and postponement to the
perlod of post-war loosening of the bonds of common
interests.

D.a,

Dublin, May 14, 1943.
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Ireland 1e in a state of ferment at the moment. The
electione sre on and with them plenty of excitement at
the hustinge., But the Nazi group who are in the gaddle
there will not let anything out eo I would be very sceptical
a8 to what to belleve from the stories that come out of
there, David Gray ie now in Waghington and he will tell
Yyou moet of what you might want to know about the Ould Sod,
Apparently there is no need for me to bother with the Irish
eltustion any more,

From a political standpoint, however, I would be
reluctant, were I in the hierarchy of the Democratic party
in the USA, to pase over Ireland as & potentlial political
lssue in the hustinge of 1944, Let me put it this way, I
would be most careful that a sentimental lssue 1e not given
rebirth, That Irish igsue killed Woodrow Wileon'e dream
and elected people like Henry Cabot Lodge the First, You
know what an implacable foe he wae of participation in inter-
national settlements, But no matter how implacable he might
have been, he would have been powerless unless he had behind
him that reetless, daring and resourceful Irish-~American
minority in a dozen States which had no hesltancy in assault-
ing the highest citadels at a time when the attack did the
moet harm,

I cannot see where there ig any indlecation at preesent
in the States of anything other then a complete overturn in
government, Thie ieg June 1943, The minds of half the voters
over there will be firmly made up within eix months, Within
& year the campalgn will be at ite hottest, Thus time is
very short and ag far as I can Judge, the drift of popular
Teeling is away from the entire present setup., Perhaps I am
too far away to Judge correctly and I am making allowances
for it, I cannot see how the recently establighed trends in
national diesatisfaction can be otherwise expreesed but in a
proteat vote,

The Irieh in the saddle over here cannot exist without
the support and good=will of the Irish at home, They will
bend every effort to create en lssue, to holg themselves
serve their parochial political interests, ith unerring
political prescience they will create the issue when America
ie disturbed politically and will hope to caplitalize upon
it, In more than a year of intensive obeervation, on the
ground and not from a distance, I cannot see where we have
made one good effort to sell America's part in the war to the
Irish people, where we have made one effort to tell them the
real miselon of Roosevelt in the world scheme, Yes, it is a
little nation, half=formed and still reined and checked by

the
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the tentacles of the past, but potentially 1t has an
impact upon a body of Americen sentiment far beyond ite
elze, That impact may well affect the coming national
declsions by election, It did so in 1916, in 1918 and
1920 and there 1e nothing to stop it from being done again,

I pick up my paper at random and I see Brennan, the
Irieh Minister, pictured on Page One with the Cardinal,
after having delivered as swift and sure a slap in the
Tface at Americs as I have ever seen in print in a country
at war, Brennan says that Ireland was not attacked like
America, thus she hae no reason to Join the United Nations,
He infere a preferred poeition for the Iriesh government,
in that they carefully nurtured good-Teeling for the Nazis
they protect, But he does not say that a nation whose
exletence wae guaranteed by America now makeeg our shipe
sall 500 milee further through submarine-infested seas, thus
condemning our shipe to the fate which often befalle them
and the lives of our fellow Americsneg to Davy Jones,

Two weeks ago Sunday, as he left mases at a little
town in County Monaghan, James Dillon, Deputy in the Dail
Eireann, and only Irishman with enough patriotism to
advocate ald to America in her battle with Hitler, was
stoned by Irish gangeters. His crime has been that he
has consletently sald that Ireland has violated her birth-
right, It 1s likely that Dillon will be defeated in the
polles next week, They have six candidates in the field, He
is the gon and the grandeson of great Irish nationalist
leaders. They stone him because he dares to epeak of the
real Ireland of Pearse and 0'Connell and Parnell, rather
than the false Ireland of Frank Aiken and the Irigh Nazi
group,

I have read your letters of several monthe past very
thoughtfully and I see in them a hint that the Fresldent
may well retire 1f he believes that his mission is accome-
plisghed, From where I etand, his misslon will not be
sccomplished during his lifetime or curs, but enough of it
can be done to ensure the success of the remainder, I
will have to cut this short as some work heas Just come
in, but will write again eoon. I have had severzl fine
letters from Joe K, lately, and he appears to be very well,
His observations on the home scene are certainly polgnant,
My beet regarde to you and I hope the weather is not too
hot in Washington.

(Above excerpts from letter written by Tim McInerny to
John McCormick, dated June 19, 1943,)
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June 30, 1943

My dear Admiral Leanhys

You are foubtlesn famillar with the ocontroversy
over the Irish navel bases whioh, you will reeasll, wers
relinnuished to the Irish Government by the Sritish
foverneent in 1938, gentions haove been made since
the outbresk of war in tember 1938 that Ireland make
thees bnser avallable to the British armed foreees for
the prossoution of the war. Irime Minleter de Velera
has repentedly deolnred, however, that "there oan be
no cusption of leasing these ports or of hending them
over on any condition whatroever,"

Sinoe the entry of the United States into the war,
thers have bean suggestions from tims to time that the
fovernment of the United States undertake to mske an n-oromeh
an this sub)eot to the Irish Oovernment. The Irish and the
aritish have fourht one snother for seven hunfred yesrs.
They suspeot and distruet one snother. It hae been suppected
thet in the oircumatancen Ireland might be dlspored to leare
alr and navel feoilitise to the United States for the
duration beosuse Sthey know that we would turn back the
faollitiee %o Ireland st the end of the war. 'l o not
know, of eourss, whether thir is true.

Any approssh to the Irish Government on this nntter
involves important militsry and politlesl aonnlderctions.
I look to our Joint Chiefe of ftaff for sdvice and guldance
on the pursly military conesideratione involved in thie
question. In the light of the recommendations of the Joint
“hiefs of Etaff on the purely militnry side of thie matter,
1% will then be for me to Aeclide, in mesoolatlion with the
Ssaretory of 2tate, the brosder politlesl nuestion of
vhether to undertake such an approach.

I should, therefors, be {fnt'fﬂl if you would mend me
a statement on the pursly militsry aspeots of the usefulnews
to our war effort of alr and navel port frellitles in Ireland.

Speaifionlly,
Admiral ¥William 0. Leah)y, U.S.8.,
“hief of 2taff to the
fomrmandsar in Chief of the Army and Havy,
The White House.
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Bpseifioally, 1s it the view of our Joint Chiefa of Staff
that sueh facilitics woul” be useful to our war effort, and,
if no, to what extent? Purthermore, would the leasing and
developing of sueh faeilitlies by the United "tates, in the
opinion the Chiefs of Staff, result in the saving of
Americen lives and the lives of the nationsls of those
countries nsnoelsted with us in the war? I hope thet the
Shiefs of “taff will give me thelr answers to these questlone
from the purely military etandpolint Just as 1f there were

no polition) considerstions involved.

This vhole guestion i1s under considerstion by the
sparetary of “tate. Vill you, therefore, be goid enough to
send Airect to the Secretary of HState a copy of your reply
to thie letter.

If the Chiefs of Etaff believe that the nbove-mentioned
frnollities would be useful %o our war effort, I suggest

that, in sending their rtpli they desl te an offiocer, or
offioeras, %o discuss the ma itr in detall with the Etate

Tepartment.
Very sincarely yours,

FRANKLIN D, RUUSEVELZ
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Publisghed in

Foreign Relatione of the United Btates

1943 Vol, 111, The British Commonwealth
Eagtern Europe The Far Esst

Pagee 142 - 143

June 29. 1943
My dear Mr. President:

I have given careful congideration to your memorandum
of June 15, 1543 commenting on and requesting my views on
Mr. David Gray's memorandum on Ireland.

It appearse to me that without question alr and naval
facilitles in Ireland would be of considerable usefulness
to the United Natione war effort. The Department has been
informally advliesed by a high officer of the War Devartment
that these facilitlies would be enormously useful from a
military etandpoint. Ae you know, however, Prime Miniester
de Valera hae repeatedly declared the determination of the
Irigh Government to remain neutral and has stated that
"there ocan be no question of leasing these porte® or "of
handing them over on any condition whatsoever." He has
aleo stated that any attempt by any of the belligerents
te bring preesure to bear on the Irleh Government to turn
over these porte "could only lead to bloodshed." In matinf
these statements, Mr. de Valera hae no doubt had principally
in mind poeseible approaches from the Britisgh Government.
Since our entry into the war, however, suggestlions have
been made that Ireland might be diesposed to lease naval
and alr facilitlies to the United States.

There ie much merit in the following etatement
in Mr. Gray's memorandum; indeed thie statement is almost

unanswerable:

"If the request were acceded to we should have
the much needed facilitiesg. If not, Eire would be
definitely on record as hnvlng refused a specific
request made now for the first time. Otherwlse,
she might say with truth, 'you never asked ue for
the porte'".

The

The President,
The White House.
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The Iriesh and the British have fought one another for
seven hundred years. They suspect and dietrust cne another.
Each tries on sultable occasions to obtain the support of
the American people and Government against the other. We
mugt be careful, therefore, to be gure that any actlion which
we take in thie regard has a sound military basie in the
opinion of our own Chiefs of Staff. It seeme to me that
this is offundamental Iimportance to make it impossible
for anyone to maintsin that we took eildes with the British
again=t the Irieh and "pulled Eritish chestnuts out of the
fire.

Ireland ie at the back door of the United Kingdom.
Happeninge ineide Ireland are therefore of more ilmmediate
and more direct interest to the United Kingdom than to the
United Statess Therefore, if it should be declded that
the American Government undertake a direct approach to the
Irish Government concerning the ports, the matter should be
diescuseed with the British Government in advance and the
aporoval of the British Government should be obtalned before
any action ie taken vis-a-vie the Irish.

I enclose a draft letter for your signature to
Admirsl Leahy requesting the views of the United States
Joint Chiefs of Staff on the military aspects of this
queetione It seeme preferable that I defer further recom-
mendations in regerd to this matter untll we have
Admiral Leahy'e reply.

Faithfully yours,

Enclogure:
Draft letter to
Admiral Leshy.



Aepartment of State

BEUREAU | Eu

pIvision |

ENCLOSURE

TO

Letter drafted 6/29/43

ADDRESSED T0O

The President,



T

.

i
PM:‘!B Washington Souare Weet.
] New York City.
July 18th, 1943.

Dear Boes : Thanks for eo much kindneee in Washington and Hyde
Park. I got back here laet night from mﬁtzgenzgght stands in
Buffalo, Detroit mﬂhicago. Before I leftﬁI eaw Biehop O'Hare

in New York and Biehop Hurley of Florida is lmhing with me today.
I'1l be back to report as soon as I get back from Boston where I am
#oing on londay.

Irich
Vooney seems to feel that the situation as regsrde the Peace and

A
post war cooperations ls even more dshgerous than I imagined 1it.
He wes very cooperative as also was Archbishop Stritch. The question
e what 1s the wise and right thing to do.

ATl

e
oy
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The attached was sent to the
President from David Gray,



August 16, 1942

Uear Archbishop!

I should have written long aﬂh thank you for your
kindness in recelving me ne you 414 when I was in D
last month, htlmm-huﬂmhftrauhntnl
it teok me than I had antielpated to resch =

tion as to wha should be done and vhat, Af anything, I
should try to do about it.

After seeing you, I went on to Buffale where I was
unable to see Bishop Duffy, I fear he wae not vell sad
his Chancery were reluotant to make it olear that I could
not see him. But this is only surmiee. I had en interest-
ing evening with Paul I‘itmuu. the Demoecratic lesder in
Elre County. I talked to not in his politieal eaproity
but as an Aserican Catholie of Irish descent who is sconcernsd
vith the apprehensions which I disoussed with you. He felt
a8 you did, that the situation was charged wi danger for
tha stwar collavoration on the lines of enli tened
relf-interest and Christisn prineiple on which the future

of western civilization seeme to depend, FHe felt that the

lees intsll groune of Irish descended Americans in
vestern New York were perplexed over the attitude of the
“eValera Government our war effort, wvere not satis-

fied with it, but vere, as always, deeply suspicious of
England, He felt that a -m of edusation should be
earr out among them, but sugeest no one to conduot
1t nor any methed which might not do more harm than good.

Imt-mmum.t-uunuunum
Hurley who doubtless, when he went to Detroit July 28, told

you

The Most ‘everend

“dwvard '
Arehbl of Detroit
““:E?Hlulhr Dri".

Detroit, Nichigan.
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you of our meeting. He showed great kindness and good will
and I nuuhhhdthth-unrmn-unnn
mnnnthlﬂnrnlulmﬁnfmnn
one of the beet Amerlcens I have kmown. I went on ton
but the Cardinal wae on vaeation, 1 had » long and friendly
Salk with Joe Kennedy, however. MHe, too, felt the 4 ite
in the situation but had mo solution. I went on te Portlend,
Halne, and found Bighop MeCarthy most friendly and well Adls-
posed, but not confronted with the problem that esnfronts you
and those in responsidble authority large oo olitan eities.
Coming back to New I had another talk with Pig 0'Hara
whoe 1 like very much and then later in ¥ashington wi
Yonelgnor Ready. All are sympathetie but no one has any con-
orete, constructive poliey to proposs. All hope that American
and Irish intereste may not come into confliet, ali see the
need for wise forbearance as well as the danger that MNr,
DeValera will toss the Fartitlon issue into our lap as soon

a8 the war ceases. It 1s nrobably inevitable that this should
be so sinee no ome but the Aserican Covernment oan tnke the
responsiblility for vhatever polley 1e to be adopted. I have,
therefore, come to the conelusion that my recommendations to
the Seeretary of State must be in conforamity with my own
Judgment and consclence and on my own responsibility,

An I made 1t clear to u 1 am concerned not only =s
regarde the effect of injecting the Irish Fartition iessue
into Ameriean polities but as to the effects of raleing that
issue on the fortunes and welfare of the new Irish 9ta e in
whioch I am p.‘ﬂl:ﬁ{ interested, If, as Vr. DeValera hinted
to me was a posel ty, he should offer as » solution an

e of ulations, that is, of foreibly devorting

um,& Prot ts from Northern Ireland, a religious lssue
is at onece itated whioh would have tragle rerercussions
here as vell ae in England. At all costs this poseibility, I
belleve, should be headed off, Af possible. I know you agree
in thie and 1 believe it iz the last thing the British Cathollece
would wish. It might easily lead to the economie isolation of
Elre by the British Commonwealth of Natlons, to the destruetion
of Eire's un-{. It must alwaye be remesbered that Eire's
only market for livestoek ie britain and that her eoonomy
Aepends on that. The resent Egonomie Var cost the Irieh
farmer the full priee of the annuities and almoet rulned him.

The only chance I can see of furthering a settleuent of
Fartition in a reasonable future is for Eire to take part in
the ¥ar and be entitled to make clalns on !leter for a United

:"M!
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Ireland., A vietorious Sritain will nelther be intimidated

by the DeValera Oovernment nor coerce Nerthern Ireland which
gave her essential bases in the moment of orislie. I recognize
that fir. DeValera could not only reverse himself to the extent
of now forming an allianoe with Britain but he might reasonably
aceent from ues a share of the American vietory that is now
assured., The Axie has conslstently plotted againet him as

hie knows, has murdered his nati 8, sunk hie shipe and
conaitted repeated mots of var againet the Irien people. I
feel, therefore, that the only recommendation rosaible on my
part ie that the American Covernment should make him this
offer in genuine friendliness. If he agoented, this would
@ean a place at the Pemce Table, the elose tles of companion-
ship in arms at = Sisze when the issue ig not in doubt but
nevertheless at o time when Irish faecilities for the rrotection
of the Jestern Appronches would mean the shortening of the var
and the saving of sany Amerioan lives, thus bringing into belng
an honest basis for mutual friendship and gratitude. 1 see no
course short of this whioch say be exmected to provide a solu-
tlon, If he should aceept 1t, we should know that Tod'e
bleseing had been unon our er. If he should deoline ne

I fear 1s more 1 we shall have done our beet to help

this 1ittle nation eh has 80 many roots in Americen soll

and po many elaime upon sffections. The resvonsibllity
will be fixed where it onge.

Recommendations in thie sense I am now pr ing for
submiselon to the Seoret and his advigers. er are

entirely on ay own p responsibility as was my Journey
through the N ,ddle YWeet with thl‘:lrpou of seeing you and
others who vﬂh visdon good will are cone vith thie

end
to Ireland when I am there, the tion
In ;nm

"+8. 1 feel sure you will not objeet to my sending a eopy
Hurley.

1ling to disouss Indla with some friend
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In Your Excellency's speech at Cork on December 14,
1941, you expreseed a special eympathy for the pecple of
the United States on the pecasion of their entry inte
the war and made acknowledgment of Amerlcan assletance 1n
the establishment of the free Irish nation, In this
gtatement you reaffirmed your policy of neutrality wlth
the added qualification that toward the United States it
would be a friendly cne, Excerpts of this speech were
tranemitted through your Minister to this Government
and were duly acknowledged by the Fresident, In hie note
of appreciation he pointed out the danger threatening all

fraes nations 1f they hesitated to unite in common defense
I

l
of thelr liberties, trusting to fortune and the effortes

uf others for esoape from the fate of those small states
which elected the separatist policy,.

8ince December 1941 the military situation has changed
g0 fundamentelly that 1t appears profitable to reexamine
our respective polioles in the light of our common interests.
The obvious approach is now less from the viewpoint of war

and more from the viewpoint of the peace that must follow,

You have spoken of the ties of blood and sympathy that

unite

S rehar



unite our two nations, It should be clear to you and to

the Irish pecple that these consideratlons have continuously
and notably shaped the pelicy of this Government toward
Eire in spite of the exacting pressures of the war,

In 1040 after the fall of France when the Britlsh
Commonwealth of Natlons was in dtlﬂirlti need of arms of
every naturs, when the American Oovernment was anxiously
preparing for the attack which reasonabls foresight warned
us would not be long delayed, we allotted you twenty
thousand rifles which could 11l be spared,

Although Eire with reason blocks the export of
Irieh funis to the United States and requisitions the
property in the United States of Naturalized American
cltizens resident in Eire, who under your laws may aleo be
regarded as Irish nationals, we have never interrupted
the flow of American remittances to Ireland,

At a time when every ship was of vital lmportance
we permitted you to charter two serviceable ocargo vessels
to mssist you in importing your essentlal supplles. Both
these vessels sailing under neutral markings and defense-
less have been sunk by the Axle.

The American Red Croses 1@ now in prooess of forwarding

to you upwards of a half million dollars worth of medicsl



medical supplies soc that you may be prepared against
attack elther by the Axis Powers or by lrpld.clniu disease,

Aes long as possible we permitted the unregulated
purchase and export of the thinge which your natiocnal
economy required, though you very properly by executive
erder have conserved for your own people the things of
which you had ﬁn surplus,

Requeets for certaln amounts of steel, copper and
aluminum by the Irish Sugar Company for maintaining your
naticnally owned plants have been disallowed by the agenclies
charged with the allocation of etrategle materials for
our war affort, We have recently been informed that
without these materials the 1944 orop of beet cannat be
processed, thus leaving the Irish people without sugar,
By direotion of the President the request will now be
approved,

It is belleved that the Irish people should be
informed that thie 1s not an authorization for the sale
of surplus commodities but the allocation of strateglo
materials in short supply for their speclal benafit,

Though the amounts are small in relation to American pro-

duotion, the steel that will help to produce Irish sugar

would
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would have made either a certain number of tanks,

the copper so many shall cases, the aluminum so many
airplane parts or would have satisfled civilian needs
which now will not be satisfied, It is ae if you sent
ue foods whioh you need for your own pecple,

In accordance with thls policy of special consldera-
ticn for the Irish people, we have approved the realloca-
tion to Eire by our Allies, the Eritish Commonwealth of
Nations, of various materiale in short supply originating
in the United States. In reduced quantity but neverthe-
less sufficient to malntain your natlonal sconcmy you
have been supplied with American petroleum products
allocated to you by Britain, Thie has enabled you te
transport by motor truck practlically the entire required
supply of domestic heating fuel from your peat boge to
your towne and cities, In 1942 this amounted to about a
half million tone of turf (peat) for the eity of Publin
alone, involving a truck mileage of between fifteen and
twenty million miles, It may here be cobserved that
American oity dwellers denled the use of thelr motor cars
for escape to sea and countryside, do not en)oy the thought

of
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of the representatives of Japan, Germany and Italy
driving their nutannhill; about Ireland with American
gascline,

Though coal is temporarily 1in ghort supply in the
United States, we permit your -bip-‘tn refuel at our ports
on egual terme with our combatant allies, By our contri-
bution of American coal wherever prnotinglt to the
common war effort, Britaln has been able %o supply you
with a coal ration, reduced to a third of your normal con-
sumption, but stlll guf ficlent to operate your rallways
and permit a limited publlc gas gervice, BSince B0 per
gent of the people of Dublin occok by gas some four hundred
thougand persons have thus been pregerved from serlious
hardship,.

Enough steel has been furnished you for shorseshoes
and agricultural tools manufactured in Eire, snough woollen
and cotton yarn to keep Irish mills operating, Irish
manufacturers as a rule have profited financially by
neutrality during thie p-riaﬂ.

In spite of great efforts on the part of the Irlsh
farmer Eire, after the 1942 orop, was gtill in need of a

conalderable




oonsiderable percentage of her wheat requirements, The
United Nations without question granted export licenses
for the amounte required,

For the year 1938-1940 during which war prevailed for
slx months, Irieh imports appear to have beem normal, For
the following full yeer of war they rose by value, a half
million pounds, For the following year they declined atout
one third, In the epring of this present year the Irish
Minister for Finance, presenting his budget to the Irish
Dail pointed with pride to the faoct that since the out-
bresk of the war Eire had imported goods to the value
of seventeen million poundes in excess of what she had
exported,

Irish exports, chiefly live stock, have found a
ready market in Britain, Britain has been fortunste in
having them avallable at her door and Irigh farmers have
been fortunate in finding the only market open to them
glad to receive all offerings.

Thankes to this policy of friendship and supply,

normal standards of living have been less impaired in Eire



- T =

as the result of war than in any country in Europe,

It has not always been easy in vliew of American cpinion
to malntain this policy, Friendship is not a one-way street
and 1t ocannot be denied that Ameriocans were mystifled and
saddened by Your Excellency's public protest agalnst the
usa of bases in Northern Ireland by American forces sent
there speoifically %o forestall Axle attack, Following
thie protest came the statement of the Cardinal Frimate
that "British and United States troops are overrunning
our country azainst the will of the Nation"., The officlal
censorship approved the publiocation of this statement
together with the publicatlon of resclutions applaudling
1t, adopted by the Corporation of the City of Cork,
though suppressing that portion of a pastoral of the
Bishop of Achonry which condemned the bombing of Irish
Hationales by the Germans,

While this government accepte the suggestion that
Your Excellency's protest was not made iln an unfriendly
spirit but to assert a claim to sovereignty over Northern
Ireland, it is unfortunate that your Government made no

protest against the German bombing of the cltlies of

Northern Ireland, with the attendant murder of Northern Irish
people



people., Moreover, since the Irish Republican Army haa
1ssued a manifesto declaring war on the United Btates
and is now presumably at war with us in conjunction with
their Axis allies, Americans ocould only feel that pro-
nouncements exclting antagonism agalnst our troops

tn Northern Ireland constituted enccuragement to thie
gubversive organization and endangered the lives of
American soldiers,

Many Americans understand and sympathize with the
reasons which prompted Irish neutrality; how at the
outbreak of the war Elres ghould wish to exerclse her
new soveresignty by declining to be involved in a conflioct
which at the time may have seemed not to invelve her
garvival as a free nation and later after the fall of
France when the victory of the Axis appeared inevitable,
how prudence and self-interest dlctated the continuance af
that policy.

Your friendly promise that your neutrality should be
benevolsnt toward the United States was duly appreciated by the

American people, but unfortunately by reason of your geographieal

poesition it has operated in favor of the Axis Fowers and

againet



against the United Nations, This has become inereasingly
apparent slnce the loss of the French channel ports.

Every ship and airplane assigned to the defense of the
Western approaches and the southern supply lines from the
American continent would have its operating radius increased
by two hundred miles wers they based on Southwestern Eire
rather than on Northern Ireland, Whether thils unfavorable

dirferential



be measgured in terms of inoreased fuel costs, diminished
operating efficlency or in losses of ghips and seamen who
might otherwise have been saved 1s a problem for the military
statlatlelans when the data are avallable. But the handigap
ig heavy and real and Ameriocan opinion feels a sense of grlev-
anos that you make no contribution to the safety and mailnten-
anoe of a supply line by whieh in so important measure your
natlional economy is maintalned.

The presence in Eire of representatives of Germany, Italy
and Japan, the powers whioch treacherously attacked us, still
further weighs down the balance of Irlish neutrality in favor
of our enemiess. For on the territory of Elre they are in a
favorable position to epy on ue while we are not in a favor-
able position to epy on them. We recognize the good falth of
the Irish Government in attempting to prevent and suppresa the
potivities of enemy agente, but it 1s nalve to belleve that
they are preventable as long as enemy misslons enjoy diplo-
matic immunity to ocome and go, and to negotlate for esplonage
under the cover of correot soolal relatione. The danger is
the greater because of the number of misguided but reputable

Irish
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Irieh nationales who oppose your Government and look to the
Axies Powere ms the hope of Irigh liberty.

It is nalve also te believe that the regime which pre-
pared and precipltated the downfall of Austria, Czechoelovakla,
Poland, Norway, Belglum, Holland, France, Oreece and Jugoelavia
by fifth column organization has not also lald the aroundwork
for an inside Job on Eire, the key positlon for a major attack
upon Britain. The recrudescence and mysterlous filnancing of
the banned I.R.A. in 1938, the capture of parachutists and
gea borne agents in Eire posseseing large sums of money, the
gtrange escape from prison and long time harborling of a con-
victed German spy by respected Irish citirzens point te such
a conoluslon. They ralse the guestlon also how many agents
are now undetected and at large. We know that you have
interned and Jailled hundreds of members of these subversive
groups, but their friends and sympathlzers are free and
gonetitute a depot of potentlial enemy agents. Sinoe they
work with honest convietlons as well as for pay, they are
faithful to thelr employers and often above susplolon.

The operation of these spy agencies 1s facllitated by

the
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the ease with whigh the border between Eire and Nerthern
Ireland may be crossed. It is in faet like orcsesing from
Oonneotiout to Massachusette. North of the Border the mill-
tary installations of the United Etatees are readlly studlied
and estimated. Between Northern Ireland and Britaln there is
no political barrier and the agent returning with reports

of United Nations military dlspositions has no difflieculty in
re-entering Eire. Onoce there the coastline with ite hundreds
of fishing oraft plylng the coastal waters offers exceptlonal
opportunity for rendezvous with enemy submarines. How dlsas-
trous has been the ilnformation as to United Natlone shipping
thue conveyed we do not know, but it 1s reasonable, knowlng
the efficlenoy of the German spy system, to belleve that it
hae besn costly to the people of the United Btates.

Despite these clroumstanoces which have made Irish
neutrality gravely disadvantageous to the American pecple,
their Government, as you know, has sorupulously respected 1t
and hll never questioned your right as a free nation to maln-
tain 1t. While the Irish n;tini wes defenceless and while
the American Government lacked the means to equlp your army

and
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and aseiet adequately in the defense of your clties, they
have never felt Jjustified in suggesting the reorientation of
your poliey. Now, however, the outcome of the war is no longer
in doubt. Our victory le assured though 1t is not yet won,
and 1t appears to the American Government to be a friendly
aot to offer the Irlgh people a share in that viotory as we
have given them a share of our supply.

8ince in view of the military sltuatlion, such an offer
cannot be construed as a plea for ald or as an effort to
purchase cooperation, 1t does not appear that your paset
polley should be a bar to the mcceptance of 1t. While it
1g true that regardless of your decielon we shall win the war,
it 18 aleo true that Eire can play a notable and honorable
part in econtributing to the shortening of ite duration by
leasing ue bases for the protection of the Atlantlc supply
lines and by the elimination of Axls spy centers on Elre
territory.

Your Exocellency's statement, made on leaving the United
Btates in 1923, to the effect that Lif Amerioa ever nesded

Irish help it would not be lacking, makes it clear that

your
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your perscnal inolination must now be to Joln ue and hasten
the retributlon due the totalitarlan powers which have plotted
againet you ae agalnst us and have murdered your people and
destroyed your property. It was recently stated in your Dail
that the Irish taxpayers had been mulcted a million dollare

to pay for damages resulting from the German bombing of your
lighted clties and the killing of seventy-esight Irish citizens.
It has been announced that the Axie by submarine and alr at-
tack had sunk a dozen of your emall fleet of ships. For these
aote of war you now have the opportunity to exaoct satisfaction.

But in the American vliew, even more lmportant than

retribution ls your place beside ue in the post war future.
The American people want your close friendship and the binding
tie of common effort in the crushing of totslitarian law-
lessness, and the reestablishment of international law.

The American people wigh to be able to share thelr supplies
with you in the diffiecult years ahead when the needs of

allies and enslaved peoples must be the first charge upon
our resources. We belleve that your interests both epiritual
and material are bound up with ours and that 1f you fall

to
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to recognize the fact our traditional friendehip must
inevitably be weakened. We believe that we have done our
part to maintain thie friendship. It les for you to do
youres.

The Amerlcan Bovernment truete that Your Excellency
will favor them with & reply at your early convenlence
and will undergtand that the American Government'e
obligation to the American pecple will require the publica-

tion of this note and your reply thereto.
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ADDRESE OFFICIAL OOk RUMICA Th To
THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WARMINGTON, O C B

personally typbd .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

J‘:I-'dr_,'uf't '.:J 1'-' rim

Ky dear Boes { We are off Saturday morning ur*ly'uLlucs there chould
bLe some further postponement of the flight. You have given us
a wonderful time and I go back with g new appreclation of the load
you gre carrying . The Scretary of State was 8o busy that I could not
see nim agaln after he had read the draft for an Irish note. I left
coples of a worked over verelon with him aleo the brief report that
gervee as the supporting paper for the suggested draft. If it is
declded to act on the esuggested lines I nope to get some notlice
g0 that I can prepare the ground a little.
to Archbishop Llgoney

i destroyed the lc~t:e1;ﬁa draft &xr which. I gave you, end wrote
another one which was lees comnittel . I enclose COpYs

Last Saturday night we dined with Archblsop 3pellman and had
& very Jolly time, old Chateau Iquem, Napoleon Jgn&y &nd that sort
ol thing. He was very dear. I showed him the draft of the Irish
Paper &8 you suggested . He returned it next day with & note of thanks
Tor letting him see it. I think this is a green light. If not he will
drop you some hint. He le ready to Ec on and report to you om hie
irilp whenever you are ready to receive him . He ought to have two or
three deys notloe though I am eure he would cancel any engagement

if he recelved your telegrams I think it Y@y loportant to keep a
DR ENSE

very friendly ending to the Irish corumunication if adopted.
£l
I queetioned the P.M.'s objection %o saying that if you
84111 i
89 your separatlet way we wish you well , Zan read it

"



THE BECRETARY OF STATE
WARHINGTON, O. €,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

wanted to get his reaction from the New York politeal angle

g8 I
RﬁﬁTEEW ne trouble in 1t. I could get very fond of Sam,
I get the lmpreesion that the QuebeceOttawa show was well recelved

here although there 4is some dissppointment that there were no

fireworks . Ky personsl hunch is that +the P.M. has done gs mygh _—
for you here ae the traffic will besr at the moment . %ﬂ%“gﬁ‘
gome unimportant matter at some time in the not diatant future
might be profitable %x . I feel that it is nearly time to weigh
realletically upon the difficulties of cooperation and bring the
sources of frictlion out into the open while the war is on. But your
gense gbout this ie eo much better than mine that it omEEx may be
gllly to suggest it.
Kalving telle me that Pearson has not acknowkedged Elesrnor's
letter. I don't know whether Elesnor left 1inetructions as to
b (B Cona b yneas T,
running 1t in My Day as she telked of dolng to me, Perhsps 1t 1ie
better to let the matter drop. I don't know. I'd like to ask Sam.
This State Department eituation gives me heartache . I am =0
sorry for everyone concerned , especlally you and myself who found
Wellee very helpful,
God Bleee you and thanke agailn for so much sand 80 great

E0
endscontinuous kindness,
A

L At s
——

=
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To the Most Reverend Edward Mooney
Archbishop of Detroit
1880 Wellsley Drive
Detroit, Michigan.

My dear Archbishop i- I should have written 1 to for
ur kindness to me in Detreit but ths heat g:?gnq:nm m m-
an ov diga-twmntxmlnmmhmmdmbo

deolde what anything I should try to do about it.

intment with Bishop PPt Swio. uSfale but was - oL
appo . waver an interes evaning
with Paul Fitzpatriok, the Demooratic leader of Erie Co. I ¢

¥ith him not as a political lead'r but gs An American Catheliy of

Irieh desoent. He felt as you did that the situation was charged

with danger for post-war collaboration on tha lines of enlizhtened

gelf interest Christian prinoiple and that the less intelligent

. 8 of “rish degoent might very posgibly throw in with the isols

iahigte 1f the anti-Spritish lssue were inJected into the situation:

He said these growp: were not gatisfied with the poliocy of the

Irish Government but that they were always uﬁu- of Sritain

and knew very little of what was really tak ;Lme in Ireland.

I then ceme to New York and had a two ur talk with Bishop
Hurley who doubtless told you about it when he went on to Detroit
Just a month ago. He showed me great kindness and odwill and I
talked to him with the same frankness that I talked with you.

He 12 a grend san. I went on to Bosten but the Cardinal was on

Yacation. However I had an interesting and frisndly talk with Joe

Kennedy whom I 1ike very much. 1 then went on to Maine and found

Bishop MoCarthy very kind and well dlisposed but not econfronted with

the problem that leaders 1ike yourself have to meet in the

metropolitan areas. Coming back to 'ew York I had a good talk with

Bishop O'Hara and then later in W another talk with Monsignor

+» All are thetiec but no eone any conorete, cons tive
solution eof Partition to propese. All e that American and Irish
interests will not come into aoute sonfl 0t; all see the need for
wisdom and forbearanse but they also see the danger that Mr. DeValera
will toss the issue of Partition into our lap as s0on as the war ends.

Az I tried to Hake Im ﬂlllr;ﬁm I
with the effeot of injecting the Irish Partition issue into our
Amerigan polltical situation but I am also ocongerned for ites
effects on the new Ir atate in whoxe welfare T an de Yy
interested. If as lir. DeValera sted to me was a poss bility he
should offer an e of populations as a solution,that is o

1000 Protesjants from Northern Ireland and importing
an number of Cathollic “rish land & religlous issue

of firet importance is ntmut.x- 8 could have tr'lflo

reperous both here and in .f!.::nrt going it

would o be a very bad for Irel

The br together of and South has got to be by
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conciliatlon and arrangement and the only chance I see of br
this about in ﬂ aporeciable future is for Eire to make some
definlite approach,gych as tak & limited part in the war on our si
and enterinm 1into, a relation with Northern Ireland as would
promote lalid.nritﬂ

It would ef course be Aiffioult if not impoesible for Mr.
DeValera to reverse his poliey to the oxtent of mak an allianece

with and but st reas e to make an all with
us which would ensure him a place at the Poase Table. After all,the
Axis have bombed his cities and sunk his 8 and committed repeal:)

acte of war against the irish people. Leaders on this line would
I belleve pget ninety por cent of the Irish people behind him/
the military situation neing what it ia.
However ) whatever night be attempted must be attempted in a =
gpirit of real kindnees and not resentment
You and Bishop Hurley probably know more about India than
any two responsible Americans intercated in world solutions .
I am writing the Presidont to this effect and I that 1f he shoul
call on you for adviee and informetion on this su Ject you would
be willing to helz « He is very underetanding of your difficult
roblems Detrolt and I am sure that if you ghould need his help
e would Ww not fall guu. He knows about your wise and skilful
handling of the Polish problems in your Archdlocssa.
I am off any time now. These air lines are very mysterious
about giving you more than twelve hours notice of departure.
I falt clogely drawn to you 1n our ene meeting and hope
that you will count on me as & friend to glve you any sesistance
in py power. Life i¢ %oo shorit and events pressing and of
too grave import for people who are on the eide of Principle to
stand on formalities with esach other.
Falthfully Yours

I am sending a copy of thie letter to Bishop Hurley as it explains
the situation and I have no stenegrapher here that I would trust
with intimate mattera,
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WASHINGTON
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How about the Irish
message?

F. D. R.

No papers accompanied the original of this
memorandum to the Secretary of State,
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«2~ #117, September 13, 8 p,m., from Dublin

not afford to refuse it, I hopo this may be so but I
cennot subscribe to it as a probobility,

I explalned that the object of my recommendation
was to prevent the Irish partition issuc being injectad
inkn post-war /merican polities by De Valera and
exrloited by the subversive elumants.in imericn which
tricd block preparedni:ss and Lend-Lense in order to
oppose your plans for gooperation with the British
Commonweal th and other nations. We know thesc forces
are still active and organized., I saild that 1t seemed
wiser to sproad the facts and our point of view on
the record before the attack came rnd whilc war
conditions existed., Maffey nsked me if we wantad a
refusal rather than acceptance of the offer if it
should be made, I sald while I had no authority to
apq&k for vou or the President I belioved the last
thing you wiahéﬂ would be a guarrel; that in long viow
it was obviously best that Eire should join us on a
friendly bazialand De Valera be placed in n position
where he would be controlled by conference condilions,
But I sald that I could not believe that there was
much chanae that he would accept the offer and that it
was most desirable that note should be draown to make

the reecord
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the record for the american publie, I further said
that as he lnew De %nlarn responded to none of the
courtesles of diplomatie usage nor tu:la the usual
methods of persuasion but that e blunt and Just
statemant of facts even though reciting unplcoasant
things carricd most weight with him. Maffey agroed
that this was so,

Wnat will earry most woight with De Valera 1s
that he will understand at once the strategy of the
note and that it will forestall = suc casaful appenl
to limerican sympathy.

Maffey pointed out that if the note were sent
De Valera would probably reply by saying that as long
s the crime of partition lasted he could not be
expected to cooperate with the British Commonwealth &
except on his own terms. This, of course, would be
his probablc line. It therefore scemed wise in order
to forestall the necessity of o reply to his raply to
state the umerican position ns to the status of Northarn
Ireland at the outsct and further to make it clear
that anv change in that status wes o matter concerning
the partie’s interest and not tho imerican Goveornmant.
I have therefore amended my rocommended draft in this

reapact,

-




recormendatiors,

=4 #117, Septembor 13, 8 pims, from Dublin

g Tl
respecty il
o

T am svnding you by the first air courier S
thls revised draft containing this' and a few immaterial

GR.LY
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 24, 1943.

PERCONAL
MEMORANDUY FPOR HON. COHDELL HULL:

I think you will like to
read this confidential letter to
me from David Gray. Please let me

have it back.

F.D.R.

Letter from Hon. David Gray, 9/17/43, to
the President, regerding Treland.



' ' THE WHITE HOUSE
Ll WASHINGTON

Dotober 8, 19543.

MEMORARDUM FOR
THE UNDER BECRETARY OF STATE

You might read this over and
let me know Just what is the
status of the sugrested measage
to DeValera.

Please return David Gray's
letter for my files.

F. D. R.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 11, 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I enclose herewith a detailed memorandum prepared
by the Department on the status of the suggeated
message to de Valera,

It points out that we are awaiting the British
reaction to the proposed limited approach note agreed
upon in September. It has been discussed in one War
Cabinet meeting after the Prime Minister's return and
we are informed that it should be discussed again
during the week.

As requested, I return David Oray's letter to you.

Enclosuresg
Memorandum.

y
From David Oray, undated. //// '

“'-"‘"-"\:l""-' Y
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BEFICI AL DO UM A T ot T
BECRETARY OF STATE
WARENGTON, B €.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

MEMORANDUM THE PRESIDENT
tus of P d Approach to Ireland

You will recall that in your memorandum of June 16
you ssked the Depertment's view on Mr. Gray's memorandum
of May 14 propoeing an approach to the Irish Government
in regard to Irieh bases. Later Mr. Gray prepared a draft
note on & broader baeis asking Irelesnd to meke i%te con-
tribution to the war. The Department replied June 29 that
1t belleved Irlish bases would be of considersble ueefulnese
in the war effort but that any approach on the subject
should be made only on two conditions:

1. It eshould be based on aound military grounds

approved by the Unlted States Joint Chiefs of
Staff; end,

2« It sghould be sporoved by the British Government.
You concurred in this view, and asked the Chiefs of Staff
for a statement of their oplinion on the purely military
gepects of the usefulnees to the war effort of silr and
naval facilities in Ireland.

The Chiefe of Staff gave their views in a memorandum

addresesed to you on August 7 recommending "that negotiations

be conducted without committing the United Stetes at this
tima
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time to a definite program for the eetablisiment of air
or naval basee in southern Ireland".

Subsequently discussions were held between representa-
tlves of the State Department snd of the Chiefe of Staff
with a view to agreeing on an approech. OCn the basis of
thelr memorandum of August 7, the Chiefs of 8taff represen-
tatives took the poeition that a more limited approach than
thet contemplated in Mr. Gray's &raft note wae deslirable
in view of thelr military estimate and of thelr desire to
make no commitments of any kindlat this time,

A draft prepared on this basle, end agreed to by the
State Department and the Chiefs of Staff repreeentatives,
wae cubmitted to you with the Depertment's letter of
September 13, After recelving your epproval, the Department
telegrephed this draft note to Ambasssdor Winent on Sep-
tember 18, instructing him to cbtain the views of the British
Government.

Mr. Winant replied the following day thet he had dis-
cussed the matter with Mr. Eden. Mr. Eden felt that the
message wes "perfectly drafted", but explained that there
wag a "reel divislon in the Cabinet on this igsue", and that
a reply would be delayed until Prime Miniegter Churchill
could diescuss the matter with the Cabinet.

On October 4, the Depsrtment lnetructed Mr. Winsnt to

loquire when we might expect to receive the British
Government's



ey, i

Government's viewe. Ve added: "As you know, the President
is personally intereasted in this matter".

Ambaseedor Winant revlied October B that the matter
had been raleed in e War Ceblnet meeting shortly after the
Prime Minister returned, :tut that no declislon wae reached.
He understood that the metter would be dilscuseed ageln
during the week.

We have keot Mr. Gray fully informed of all develop-
mente. I ettach & copy of hieg telegram dated Coctober &

in which he expresees nle complete sgreement with the

proposed approach to Irelend.

Enclosure:
Telegrsm from Dublin,
October 8, 1943.

October 11, 1943
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eptenber 17th, 19435,
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Boss : Here Ve ure buck . Secterary Hull sent me o very
kind telegram bu!. stated that " The Wgr and Navy Vepartmentis
have their own idess " us to the approach to be made to lreland

if any, He said that he would keep me udvised ,

last Week 3ir John .alfey told me thui his government hud sent
Tor Lim to go to lLondon to advice on an .merican proposal for &
note to Irelend and I tflked the matlter over with him, He hod per-
sonally been in favor of this in the Spring but hed been culled
of by the Dominion Office ug I told you on the general grounds
of letting u sleeping dog lie . He will be buok tomorrow and
I will keep you posted =8 to the Udritish reaction to the idea,
I polished the draft upn and inserted & puragraph ubout Bxrritimnm
xnt resognizing the stutus of Northern Irelund wus defined by
the trecty of 1921 to whicgh the then lrish Government hod lLeen u
party auddling that any chunge in that stutus must obviously be &
metter for the govarmzenfs concerned und not the ..mericin
Government . I sent u copy of this amended druft to the Secretary
lust week., Until I know whut the army and Yauvy have in mind it
would be foolish to express uwn opinion obut if it is objection
to supplying the needful derense of Dublin and Cork forxexfmwx
mepkhx I should tuke excepliion to their position . Unless the
Engleish obJject to the move in prineiple I ihink they would
dig up the balloons and antiairerait guns «nd together we could

put & few afuudruna of apiptfires on the Dublin airdroues |

gl \
mrlﬂtan protection. Of course there would ulso have A



LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

huve to be the hadar lhabﬁlf!tiou whieh would «lso help the ledar

"R - fhis is on the ussumption of Dev's
gervioce in lopthern Irelan e
cneptange whing T 1) fle s 1ikeiy thow h of course possiole,

hurvest of wheat was & third short of requirements . It Vus
really more than that. This year they elready vdmit & fulling
off of from thirty to sixty thousands BX aeres o ‘dwhant
sinee last year which would mean perhups forty thousund tons
less whut®3eaq than lust year ir bthe crop is harveated, But
it his rained =lmost continuously during the harvest and & very
sonsiderable portion of the wheat is nlready spoiling either
as it stunds or in the stooks. an eighteen hours rain yesterday
und showers today have uageinst postponed uny hope of getilng
things lriﬂﬂ out. 411 in &ll it is very possible thut Eire will be
short half its recuirements or more. Hulf is 180,000 tons wnd Lhey
now have only one ship of four or five thousund tons the others
being little coustwise steumers of Iifieen hundred o two thoussu
and wad not fir for the North atlentic in Winter, I don't huve to
tell you what will start in 4rish-.merican circles when Lire
really begins to feel the pinej wnd if you don't uwil Dev's hide
on the fence Hﬂﬁ,ytu will be in &« odud way,unless you went io
give in to him and supply him wathoui even getting a thunk you.
I found that the Arohbishop of Dublin's seoretery hud writte.
to nur Press ..ttachee { Dan Terrel 0.W.I. ) after the bombing
of Rome saying that he waa tired of being told this was & Christ-

inn war and wiahed to have the amerioan news bulletin dlsobntinued
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fhe Archbisop ies very close to Dev. This undercurrent of sntagon-

ism to us cropas out gontinually. The morning that the Ge:mans
oleimed to have driven us off the Jelerno beuches Dev' newspuper
the Irish Press hcd big heudlines stating thet the Amerfeanfh.d
A bimos G,
been thrown b.ﬂk‘altnfouxh *he twn ovh=» morning p-~pers-said-
only 'hat the situation was criticsl and obscure. ‘I can't very
well somplain of these pinprisks but they show definite unfrisnali-
ness at a time when they are dependent on the United lations for
everything. It doesn't seem right.
I shall write you ugain us soon us I see “arfey. I have Will
dogers jr. stopping with me. He will take thiz to Toynes to
eaten tne Courler tomorrow nigznt .
inauks for your litle nota .

If you haven't fired that fellow Hopkins yet give him my

love, llaude sends her bvest.



HFM

TP Dublin

«This talegram must be
closcly parapnrased be= Dgted October B, 1943
fore being communiented
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd. 6 p.m.
Secretary of SBtate

Washington

128 Qctober B, 7 DM
FOR THE SECRIT RY.
FIREONLAL  ND 7l +

apprecliated reply your clarifying exposition of the
Irish note quastion in your number 110, October 5, 2 pm.
I realizc the force of tha objeetion of the military to
accepting a ocommltment to protect Irish elitios when they
may not nead Irish facllities, I nm convineced that
there 1la no chance of De Valern saying yes but, of
course, you and the servica chiefs would be responsiblae,
not I in the ecase I weroc wronges I nm surc you and the

Prasldont ara right not to assume that rcaponsibility.

Your suggestlon that an evaslve roply by De Valera
would b2 rogorded ns a refusal for th. record nnd that
the note in question might b2 conslderzd rs nn opening
mova in the development of n line of nctiocn dusigned to

inform th fmariecen people of tha unfriendly attitude

State Dept. Letter, 1.11.72 7 tin

5.5 s o, FEB 10 1972
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of the Irish Govornmont wiéh o view to forestrlling
snti-British agitcotion on the pnrtition gueation answers
our criticism of the military ' appronch nota. I am now
entirely in agr:ement with you that i1t 1s tho best line

to take.

Sir John Maffoy says he has not been consulted Qith
regard to the mllitery npproach version. The Crnndien
Hign Commissioner strongly approves of this latter ver-
sion and prefors it to thes formers He will sce

Cranborng in London shortly.
I am sending #Winant a copy of thls tologram,

ORLY

KLP



M«,.(. ?I-/-ff i
.r'l.:"'rt?

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON r

November 2, 1943

MEMORANDUN TO THE PRESIDENT

Ambassador Winant hes talked with the Prime
Minister about the proposed note to Ireland rela-
tive to naval and aip facilitles. He promised to
mention to his Cabinet that we had again ralsed
this question but he wishes to defer formal dis-

cussion of it until Zden's return.




Hovember 4th 1943,

g LEGATION OF THE
o UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Boss :

Yhy the Sritish have held up action on your Irish note
all this time I have not been able to find out, Sir John Muffey
says he does not know and I think 1f he did he would give me &
hint at least. He has at last gone over for consultation on this
matter and will be back the night of November 6th. I shall see
him on the 7th but before that Winant will prahabl?i::dviaed
you of the situation ., I have advised outting out of the mote all
that part that I had supplied which cited the benefits we had
conierred on Eire and holding it for further use, I think it
would be a logical development for the record when and if Dev turn $
down the z‘iquust. for the ports to follow with & request that he
at the least get the .ixis spy missions out of the country. I
hear we shall be hav1n§ oyer a hundred thousand troops in Hurthq;
Irelabd pr%%}ly and fugzgiaervatiun pusposes they might us well be
in Vichy Fransce.

I went to the Nortn lust week , spent the night with “eneral
Hill and General Eaker to discuss the secret linson with the
Irish Gliaf of Stafflﬂanarll MecKenna, Hill of course cannot
command the American arugﬁhut Eaker seemed very understanding
and eooperative and said that he would do what he could to keep
him in command of the airforces stationed in N.I. and so make
him available for continuing the liason he has so succesafully
oondﬁ?ud. It 1s important for several reasons the most immediate

and practical being the aidg§ McKenna gives us in relessing our
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

grounded air craft and ocrews .

VYour friend !'r. DeValera ies continuing hisxsmtxixixnmringzmfx
tRexiitrimzeyEnkavafonintnrys ignor&
4ngeaf those little events of history which in spite of him keep
ccourring . He 1a8 in faet too busy attending meetings celebrating
the revival of the Gaelic language to give his attention 6o such
mattera., It 1s fifty yeurs a{}a vouglas Hyde the “rotestant
an_g;w_%g’r;/ ’ L

J_sc;uf.m-. Y the west founded the ¥Ymiiex Gaelic League. Heﬁhaa his
reward in being the paralyaadldummy President of an Eire which
would have seen Britain overrun by Hitler with & degree of =m%i
satisfaction and without lifting a finger to prevent it.

lieanwhile the Censor is lcose again. The imerican flag vwas XExm
recently cut out of the +title to & film called " Good lueck Lr
Yates," although this has never heppened before., Frev i:fﬁii-dtlﬂ~'
your pieture AND the flag were both flashed on the t tle'A?hE
Censor decreed that one of you had to go. I don't know yet which
one went. Meanwhile I am surrounded by mountaines of turf, some
two hundred and fifty thousand tons,all brought her from the in-
terior with American gasoline. If I go nuts can you blame me?

The elections are not too cheering but I suppose the results
were to be expected and here and there are bright spots. The main
thing ie what you have uchieved with Uncle Joe, haude is fine and
gends her love,

ALT.
II?ML{:

——
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

f\\;  WASHINGTON
”

\ .q\_ November 4, 1943
b ¥

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

You may be interested in reading the attached
cable from Dublin. Tt confirms information from
Winant that the questlion of the note to de Valera
will probably not be considered by the Britlsh
cabinst until Eden's return. It also polnts out
fray's impression that except for Churchill and
Morrlson there is little understanding of the prob-
lem in the Eritish Cebinet. It slso mentions pos-
sible oppoaition in the United Kingdom from trade
interests there. The conecluding paregraph contains

a summary of the Minister's analysis of the problem.

Enec.
Cable 136
from Dublin




LC Dublin
This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated November 1, 1943
fore beilng communicated
to anyone. (SC) Rec'd 8:48 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

136, November 1, 7 p.m.

PERSONAL FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY.

Appreciate your 116, Cctober 28. The British
representative here recelved instructions last week to
go to London early this week for discussion of the note
in question. Yesterday, October 31, he recklved a
telegram postpéning indefinitely his mission. He be-
lieved they might be waiting for Eden's return.

I galn éhE impresalon that possibly no one in
the British Cabinet except Churchill and Morrison
appreclate elearly the dealrability of plecing De
Valera on the record from the viewpoint of the American
situation. There ia 1ittle accurate knowledge of De Va-
lera or of hia politieal strategy in British Govern-
ment circles, and a3 long es he isemaking no immediate
trouble the "better not" school of thought in the
Cabinet galna ground.

You mist also
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You must alsc keep in mind that there are power-
ful trade interests suspicious of American inroads on
Eire trade, also the bureaucratic view which is reluct-
ant to recognize Eire as not a dominion and under
British tutelage.

From our viewpoint, this seems the time to prepare
& case that will protect us against the pressure of sub-
VErsive groups using the Irish cause for attacks on
our Government's postwar policies., As previously
reported (reference my telegram No.l24, October 1, 8 p.m)
De Valera asked and received, authorization from hig
recent party conventlon to communicate the program for
agitation to compel Northern Ireland to join Eire to
assoclations in America which support the Irish cause.
0f course, no overt support of the American cause
would be permitted in Eire. The crux of the matter as
I see 1t 1s your appralsal of the embarrassment which
these produce. If they are regarded as something
likely to prove serious, I would recommend that for
the furtherance of Accevlcan and incidsnfally British

interests also, the President's policy should prevail.

GRAY
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December 13, 1943,

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear 20ss : While you have been away I have been trying to
dig out the British point of view which has held up action on the
Irieh note we submitted to them months ago. I told Maffey I though¥
his country was missing a boat that might never agasin touch “ritis h
shores in not seizing the opportunity of having an jmerioan
Government cooperate on Lrish policy, that anything .e did togethin
wr would have to be done NOW as neither .merican Party gould g0
into & Presidential eleotion with an anti®Irish tag . He then
talked very frankly,and while I could not guote jiim I telegraphed
the gist of what he told me to the Secretary who all along has
been most understanding and helpful in this matter .Thls telegram
I was instructed to repeat to Winant. Following this up I asked
Maffey what he could and would recommend to his government and
a8 8 consepuence of the conference I am telegraphing the draft
of a note to the seoretary. liaffey feels and I agree with him
that the loglieal first utaprhathur or not there is a second, is
to ask for the abatement of the danger to our military intefasts
gaused by the presenqe of the Axis legations here with their
opportunity of recrulting nn‘ effiocient es ionage organization
entirely from the ranks of the I.R.A, and their sympathizers,
The I.R.i, &8 ] have reported has deelured war on usf;%he british
having .ot along without the Irish thus far do not want to have
us put DeValera in the position of gluiming post war consideration
by glving us facilities at this late date . A8 there 1s no reward

promised or implied in the recall of the Axis legations but only
the remedying of a long atan‘hng wrongithe ﬂritishnaan no
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objection to asking for this, It implies no reward,

If,au is certain in my upinian, DeValera f;ll refuse our
request tnen I believe he would also aertuinhrafusa such a
reguest for the portes if needed as was made in ;:3 draft note
now in British hands ., Maffey would subscribe to this and I
believe there would be no British opposition to such & demand
which would be couched in the rorm of asking what ifﬁ:;?;:g:i
would be for faciltles .

I am anxious to get this refusal in a brief for defense against
Irish pressure groups trying to involve us in the Partition
izsue., . The most I can do here now it seems is to get the
material in hand for such a defense in the case that it is needed,
I have no influence on Dev. except when I can weild & elub but
then for that matter no one v else ha. either.

I wanted you to know where I got my dope about ®ritish Govern-
ment opinion and of course I want you to tell the Secretary !

though I didn't care to put the source in a paper for record,

Faithfully Yours

gl
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SECHETAR Y OF STATE ‘ . M

WARSNG TGN, O, . —

DEPARTMENT OF STAT

WASHINGTON
December‘27. 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The Irish Shipping Limited, an agency of the Irish
Government, has been negotiating with the States Marine
Corporation in New York for the purchase of the 88
Wolverine, approximately eight thousand tons, which is under
c ter to the War Shipping Administration. Application
was made to the Maritime Commiesion for approval of this
sale and the Irieh Legation, in a note of December 4,
Tequested the Department to recommend to the War Shipping
Administration that the application be approved. The Depart-
ment has not taken any action to support this request and the
Maritime Commiseion on December 7 denied the application for
sale "as not being in the best interests of the United States."

I encloee a copy of the note from the Irish Legation,
together with a draft reply to the Legation and also a note
to Mr. de Valera pereonally, to be delivered by Mr. Gray in
Dublin. I believe that we should use thie occasion to remind
Mr. de Valera that the Americen Government has previously
chartered two merchant ehips to Ireland and that the Irish
Government hae permitted these two shipe to be sunk by Nazi
submarines without offering the slightest word of protest to
the German Government,

Please let me know whether these drafte meet with your

approval,
C

Enclosures:

1. Note from the
Irish Legation.

2. Draft note to the
Irish Legation.

3. Draft telegram to
Dublin.

wr i o (Foptails 2 peiZiime
/?/:Lyﬂ__,.'l‘

e,
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The Minister of Ireland presents higs
compliments to the Honourable the Seoretary of State
and has the honour to inform him that Irish shipping
Limited of Dublin, are negotiating with States
Marine Corporation, 90 Broad Street, New York, N. Y.,
for the purchase of the s/s "Wolverine', a vessel of
7997 d.w.t., omed by States Marine Corporation at
present under requisition to the War Shipping
Administration and chartersd by them.

Appliocation for the approval of the sale of
this vessal to Irish shipping Limited and for its
transfer to Irish regletry is being made to the
United States Maritime Commission by States Marine
Corporation, as required by Section 9 of the shipping
Aot, 1916, as amended,

As the Seoretary is no doubt aware, Irish
shipping Limited was established by the Irish

Governmant



OGovernment with a view to providing shipping faoili-
ties for the importation to Ireland of commodities
#ssential to the economle 1life of the Irish people,
because of the impossibility of obtaining these
supplies through shipping faeilities used prior to
the outbreak of the war, and the entire share oapital
of the Company 1s held by the Minister for Finanoe.

In this conneotion it will be recalled that
on the generous initiative of the Fresgident, two
American vessels - the "West Neris' and the "Went
Hematite® - were chartersa by the United States
Maritime Commission to Irish Shipping Limited,
Unfortunately, those two vessels, which were trading
to United States and Canadian ports carrying oargoes
of wheat to Ireland, were lost and it ia in order to
replace, to some extent, the vital tonnage so lost that
Irigh shipping Limited are anxious to purchase the /s
"Wolverine", so that wheat and other essential supplies
may ocontinue to be brought to Ireland.

In view of these oircumetances and of

the



the urgent need of Irish shipping Limited for oargo
vessels, the Minister begs to request that the Seoretary
may be so good as to recommend to the War Shipping
Administration that the appliocation above referred to

be granted.

December 4, 1943



Ny desr Mr. Minister:

Reference 1s made to your note dated Decevber 4, 1043
stating thet the Irieh Shipping Limited, an agency of the
Irish Goverament, hae been negotieting with the Ztetes
Uarine Corporation for the purchase of the £35 ¥olverine and
that appliestion for approvel of the proposed ssle wae being
made %0 the United States aritime Commission. Your note
requested that the Stete Department recommend to the Yar
Shipping Admimistration thet the proposed sale be approved.

1 have gilven this matter careful consideration and
regret to inform you that for reasons which I aa explalning
to Ur. de Valera through the American Hinister in Ireland
I have not been able to make the recommendation which the
Irish Government requested. This matter has besn dlscussed
with the Presldent who concurs in this decislon.

The Honorable
Aobert Brennan,
Minleter of Ireland.



I em informed that the United States Maritime Comis=~

#ion on December 7 denied the application as net being in
the beat intereats of the United 3States.

Sincerely youre,

Eu:RBS: MJ 12-21-43



AMEAICAN LEGATION,
DUBLIN,
FOR THE KINISTER

Reference Lepsrtment's telegram no. 133, Deceaber 12
and your 168, December 18,

Flease request an appointment with Kr. de Valera and
hand him the following note:

SUCTE I have the homor to refer to recent efforts of
the Irish Government, through its officials in Washington,
to obtain additional merchant ®hipe in the United States.
Seversl weeke ago the Irish Shipping Limited, an agency of
the Irieh Government, entered into negotiations with the
States Marime Corporation in New York for the purchase of
the 85 iglverine, m wessel of approximately eight thousand
tons under charter to the United States Wer Shipping
Administration. Application was mede to the Naritime Commig-
slon for approval of the proposed sale and the Irish Legetion
in Neshington, in a note of December 4, requested the State
Department to recommend to the ¥ar Shipping Administration
that the application be approved.



SUOTE I am instructed to inform you that the State
Department in consultation with the President has glven
this matter careful consideration and for the reasons set
forth below has been unable to make the recommendation
requested by the Irish Govermnment. The United States daritime
Commlssion on December 7 denied the spplication for the pro=
posed sale as not being in the interests of the United States.

«UOTE You will recall that in September 1941, in the
face of a growing world shortage of shipping, the American
Government made rvallable to the Irish Government by charter
two American merchant ships. These two ships have now both
been destroyed by Axis submarines. The American Jovernment
understands that Lhe Jrigh Pipe (formerly the fest Hematite)
salled from Ireland Oetober 28, 1942 and falled to arrive at
its destination and that the Jrish Qak (formerly West Neris)
was torpedoed on the morning of May 15, 1942 in open daylight
and under conditions of good visSbility. Although no definite
information seems to be aveilable regarding the precise manner
of the sinking of the Jrish Pimg, the torpedoing of the Irish
Qak appears to have been definitely eetablished, as well as
the fact Lhat a German submarine was observed by the crew of
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the Irish Qpk some hours prior to the #lnking. The elnking
of the Irieh Qak, ané or other Irish ships, which you have
rightly described as & «UCTE wanton and inexcusable asct,
UNSUCTE 12 clesarly the work of ixle submarines in thelr
Campalgn of indiseriszinate warfare agalnst all shipe whether
belligerent or neutral.

<UOTE In chartering mmm (Irish Pine) and
the Jeat Nerls (Irish Qak) to the Irish Government the
American Government was motivated by the most friendly con-
alderations and by the sole purpese of helping the Irish
Government amd the Irish people to esrry to their shores
foodstuffs and other supplies of eritical necessity. This,
of course, conctitutes only & part of the efforts of the
American Govermmeat since the outbreak of war to assist the
Irieh people 1in obtaining needed supplies, The chartering
of these ships to the Iriash Government repressnted a real
Bacrifice on the part of the United States at a time when
#hipping sreace was most badly needed. The Irien Government
Salled these ships with dlstinet nBeutral markings and they
carried eupplies in no WAy connected with the war. The action
of the Axls submerines in #inking these shipe without warning



==

is, therefore, to repeat your own language, a «UOTE wanton
ond inexcusable act. UNLUOTE

«UOTE 8o far se the American Government is informed,
the Irleh Government hae takenm no 8tepe azeinet the Axis
Governments and, thue far, hee offered no word of protest
to the Axle Governmente ngsinet these wanton acte. These
repeated attacks on Irieh ships appsar to be conclusive
proof, if further proof #ere needed, that the Axis powers
are in faet making war upon Ireland while at the same time
using Ireland's friendship to the detriment of the United
Natlons wer effort. The loss of the Nest Hematite (Irish
Zine) end the ¥gst Meris (Irish Qak) has harmed not only
Ireland but the united States, to whom those vessels belonged,
and the whole Unlted Natlions war effort.

«UOTe The fact that ships sailling under the Irish flag
bear distinct neutral markings and travel fully lighted at
night ahould make thea imsune from belligerent attsck but in
reality servee only to make them easy torgets for szl sub-
merines. Any further ships transferred to the Irish flag
would be subjected to these same hazards.

<USTE In view of the foregoing elrcumstances, it 1s
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regretted that the State Department cennot comply with your
request that 1t recommend to the Earitime Commlsslon the
epproval of the eale nmow in gqueetion. UNSUOTE

I am today esddressing 2 note to the Irish ¥inlster
merely telling him that for reasones which I am explaining
to kr. de Valera through the American Winlester in Ireland
1 have not been able to make the recomuendstion sich the
Irish Government requested. We agree with the view exprecsed
in your no. 168 December 18 that the gquestion of releasing
the above note to the prees should be held in sbeyence until
the other matter under consideration 1e definitely declded

upon.

Eu:RBS:MJ 12-21-43
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DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

Febhruary 15, 1944

S MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

Attached 1s the text of a message which I propose
to send to Prime Minlster de Valera requesting the
Irish Government to take appropriate steps for the re=
call of German and Japanese representatives in Ireland.
Thie request 18 based upon the fact that the presence
of Axle diplomatic representatives in Ireland, with
their opportunities for esplonage under the cloak of
diplomatic immunity, must inevitably be regarded as
conetituting a danger to the lives of American soldlers
and to the success of Allied military operations.

Thie draft message was prepared in the first in-
stance by Mr. David Gray. After making certain changes
the Department submitted the draft to the British
Government for ite views. Mr. Eden hae now replied
that the Britlsh Government concurs in this proposed
draft and that a day or two after the delivery of
our note, the Britieh Government will send a separate
note supporting our request.

I have also consulted Admiral Leshy who states
that the Joint Chiefe of Staff perceive no objections
to the propoesed meseage from a military point of view.

Please let me know whether thie draft meets
with your approval in order that I may instruct
Mr. Gray lmmedliately toc deliver 1t to Mr. de Valera.

Enclosure:

Draft Message to / X"‘f
Prime Minlster de Valera,

Btate Dept. Letter, 11179
By J. Bchauble Date FEB 10 1972

e




DRAFT MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER DE VALERA

Your Excellency will recall that in ¥our speech
at Cork delivered on the fourteenth of December, 1941
You expressed sentiments of special frliendship for the
American people on the occasion of thelr entry into
the present war and closed by gaying, "The policy of the
setate remains unchanged. We can only be a friendly
neutral." As you will also recall, extracts of this
speech were transmitted to the President by your Minister
in laaﬁington. The Presldent, while conveying hie
appreclation for this expression of friendship, stated
his confidence that the Irish Government and the Irish
people, whose freedom 1e at stake no less than ours,
would know how to meet their responsibilities in this
eltuation.

It hae become increasingly apvarent that desplte
the declared desire of the Irish Government that its
neutrality should not operate in favor of elther of the
belligerente, it hae in fact operated and continues to
operate in favor of the Axis powers and sgalnst the
United Nations on whom ynﬁr security and the maintenance
of your national economy depend. One of the graveet and

most
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most inequitable results of this 8ltuation 1s the
opportunity for highly organized eeplonage which the
geographical poeition of Ireland afforde the Axis and
denles the United Nations. Sltuated as you are in
close proximity to Britain, divided only by an
intangible boundary from Northern Ireland, where are
8ltuated important Amerlcan bases, with continuous
traffic to and from both countries, Axis agents enjoy
almost unrestricted opportunity for bringing military
information of vital importance from Great Britain
and Northern Ireland into Ireland and from there trans-
mitting it by various routes and methods to Germany. No
opportunity corresponding to this is open to the United
Natione, for the Axis has no military dispositions which
may be observed from Ireland,

We do not question the good falth of the Irish
Government in its efforts to suppress Axls esplonage.
Whether or to what extent it has succeeded in preventing
acts of esplonage agalnst American shipping and American
forces in Great Britaln and Northern Ireland is, of
course, imposeible to determine with certainty. Nevertheless

it
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1t le a fact that German and Japanese diplomatic

and consular representatives still continue to reaside

in Dublin and enjoy the epeclal privileges and immunities
customarily accorded to such officials. That Axis
representatives in neutral countries use these speclal
privileges and immunities as a cloak for egplonage
activities agalnet the United Nations has been demonstra-
ted over and over again. It would be nalve to assume
that Axlie agenclee have not exploited conditions to the
full in Ireland ae they have in other countries. It 1s
our understanding that the German Legation in Dublin,
until recently at least, has had in its possesslon a
radlo sending set. This 1s evidence of the intention

of the German Government to use this means of communica-
tion. Supporting evidence is furnished by the two
parachutiste equipped with radio sending sets recently
dropped on your territory by German planes.

As you know from common repert, United Natlons
military operations are in preparation in both Britain
and Northern Ireland. It is vital that information from
which may be deduced thelr nature and direction should
not reach the enemy. Not only the success of the
operations but the lives of thousands of United Nations!

soldiers are at stake,
We
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We request therefore, that the Irish Government
take appropriate eteps for the recall of German and
Japanese representatives in Ireland. We should be
lacking in candor if we did not state our hope that
this actlion will take the form of severance of all
diplomatic relatlions between Ireland and these two
countries. You will, of course, readily understand
the compelling reasons why we ask as an absolute mini-
mum the removal of these Axis representatives whose
preegence in Ireland must inevitably be regarded as
conetltuting a danger to the lives of American soldiers
and to the success of Allied military operations.

It 18 hardly necessary tc point out that time
is of extreme importance and that we trust Your
Excellency will favor us with your reply at your early

convenlence,



DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

February 18, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

With reference to your memorandum of February 17,
1944, I see no advantage to be galned by the Prime
Minister of Northern Ireland visiting the United
Statee at this time and it might easily cause embarras-
ment. I therefore suggest that you may wish to send
Mr. Gray the following message:

"S8ecret from the President to David Gray:

Your letter of January 10. I do not believe
1t would be advisable for your friend to
vielt the United States at this time."

If thies message meets with your approval, we

shall telegraph it to Mr. Gray immediately.




January 10, 1944,
LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Boss : I hope you are getting your strength beok . I have

been dragging myself around for over two months as & result of
this flu and am still not yet fit. Don't be discouraged if it is
slow, Sunday I went Lof!elfast to luneh with General Collins and
General Lee to discuss certain aspects of uur‘relatians with the
Irish Airmy and while in the XNorth met th&t;;emiar r EFBil
Brooke . He iz as anxious over this Partition question and what
it may do in ﬁmariua, 68 I am and he =sked me whether km T
thought 1t would be & good thing for him to go to Washington und
other points in ameriea while meking a visit to Canada , He said
he would make no Euﬂﬁﬂﬂéiﬂﬂ through uhanne%ﬁ% to the oritish
Government until first getting your reasction to the ides and
agked me if I would sound you out. said that T would, I slap
suggeated that if you appruve%?h§‘uvo1d the Partitién question
unless he were pub_lely attacked on that score and wnnounce his
miseion as one bringing the thanks of the people of Ulster to

the United States for sending imerican troops and thus g uarentee-
ing Ulster's security . He could also tesitfy to the universal
good behavior of the men, the sympathetic personality of the
officer personel andtgﬁé::uaaaaa of the enterprise besides
expresging the hope that close and happy relations would be
perpetuated. Brooke is fg€st class, very sensible and would i
well on the Hill, If he vere attacked he is prpared to defend
religious tolerance and re.ute the charges of persecution

alleged by the Fire Lantholic leaders, He might tuke Professor
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Savory with him, an Ulster ~ember of Farliument and o brilliant
tlstorical writer.
hat Downing Btreet or the F,0. would think of this I do not
know'but before I went North I told 3ir Johu Maffey that
Brooke had asked to meet me off the r.cord and that T would
only do 80 if he .Haffay,ralt that 1t would not get me in
wrong with his Covernment. He said that he thought it wnu&i be
a useful thimgeg to do as long as I were soting unofficially and
out of the eountry to which I was hﬁﬂrﬂditﬂﬂ’hﬂd & thing the
Foreign Office could not object to. Of course this wdvice of
his wes off the record too,
If you think well of this as I do,uand me the following
telegram in confidential code. Your friend would be welcome,

feke care of yomr self. I um sending the Ja%?%r; & copy
of a letter which I wrote Winant last week on the Irish note
question, The gist of it was that Eden's fear of being embarass-
ed by the Partition cuestion was understandasble but it WwWas not
urderstandable that he thought he could avoid the iasue if
DeValera chose to ronise it. Cur only cholce in the matter is
whether to let Dev choose the time and circumstance for his
attack or choose a time to suit our own book . l.oreover there
would be no need for publishing this last note until we were
attacked. You may be sure Dev, will not publish it,

AfL
by,

—_—
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 17, 1944,

NEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SBECRETARY OF STATE:

¥hat do you think?

F.D.R,

Letter to the President, 1-10=44, from
Hon. David Gray, Te nossipility of the
Ulster Premier, Sir Basil Brooke
visitine Washineton and other noints,
while visiting Canada; also Te Irish
note questione.

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE X U_/
A/
\

WASHINGTON

February 28, 1944.

CABLE VIA STATE DEPARTMENT
HONORABLE DAVID GRAY,
AMERICAN LEGATION
DUBLIN

YOUR FPRIEND WOULD BE VERY WELCOME

,/}?V'r g Jf{-r-ff:na4pp- Sl "%,{ .ijbf?“ﬁb
[ M}t&d Z-!(bu' WM r.ﬂlf‘rﬂ{

Y1ey)
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A rves)
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

February 2%, 1944.

CABLE ¥TA STATE DEPARTMENT

HONORABLE DAVTD GRAY,
AMERTCAN LEGATTON
DTBLTN

YOUR PRTEND WO'LD BE VERY WELCOME.

HOPKTNS
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1944

WEMORANDUM FOR MISS GRACE TULLY

The enclosed latter from
David Gray arrived for Mr. Hopkins
this morning.

Can you tell me whelher or not
there is any reply thet Mr. Hoplkins
should moke? Or that I cen meke for him?

May 1 ask that you return the
letter with your answer?

Seb¥. to H.L.H.

'Bnl:l. lﬂttﬂr D‘f Feb. lﬁt'h
from David Gray, U.5.Legatlon,
Dublin, lreland.

T

REGRADID L4 ~LASSIFIED
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LFEGATION OF THF
UNITED STATFS OF AEPTCA

February 15th, 19.4.

Paraonally Tvped.

Dear Harry:

Some weeks apgo I as aporozched bv Sir Buasil Brooke,
Premier of the Horthern Ireland Govarmment who zsked we 1f T
would underteke to inguire of the President whether it wonld
be sgreeable to him to have Brooke visit Yashinrton. The true
purnose of his visit would be to thank the .merican Government
for sending troovs to Northern Ireland at a time “hen the safaty
of Ireland was in doubt. He would wish to exoress his anoreci-
ation alsc of the nort z=nd air base develovrents *n Northern
Irelaend exeecuted by the Ame~ican Government and further to tegti.
f¥ to the excellent behavior of the amerfcan troopa and the bond
of underatandins and friendshinp which thev have in larce measure
established »ith the neonle of Horthern Trelund rerardless of
relisious dif“emences. Tf the Preasident waiged no ohjectton to
this, Brooke would nundertake the usual fnguiries through offigisl
channels tn the end of finding out whethar hias vigit wrnnld oe
acrreeable to our government.

T rote the Presfdent to this effapnt ausrasting that 1
he annrovad the 1dea to have re te ezranhed, "Your friend would he
welooma™. To date T have had no word snd T feal that T ouzht to
cive Brooke sore sort of answer, Will you take it un and corrunfe-
ate with me as soon ss sosz'hle?

Efnce T wrote the President & verr difficult asttuation
arose 'n Belfast. 4 meamber of the Goverment half i Joke anoke of
having an Oranze Hull whieh had been used to hold Yaga for Arerican
Catholie soldiera "disinfected™, Tt ma at once sefzed on br the
nationalist noliticians. Tortunate ¥ the Minister made o full dis-
avowal and & very satisafactory anolosy to the Bishon of Derry dela-
rated by Archbishon Snellman to manvegent him aa chenlain seneral
in this area. The Bishon sccented the apology, vervy geanerouslv and
all 13 now well. T have just seen the Bishop =nd he 13 lunchine
with me tomorrow. Fror what he tells me T think orooke would be
able to deplore ralirious intolerance and atun? for equal rights and
privileres for all relirions. IT he has n Tree hand to teke thia
l'ne in case Par'ition ts rafsed T nerscrnally think a visit fror him
would help our book us 1t would eive Conrrass n ch=nce to hear
Northern Ireland's thanks for the nresence of Aima~ican troong whigh
Ure DaVilera nrotested.

T hawva been “mrnins Hropkes a-ninat Juat such neotfdents np
has oceurred and T think ther will he move curefnl not tn walk into
trans set bv the boys down here. Plense telerrunh re “Hataver is
the decision.

Yours,
Teaned notatigin! Navid Orav

I'nave goven Archbishop -'-JPEHH\GH a ‘!)u'-l account of the meld ewt but of couvge ne word abeyt
Basil Prooke's inguirty.



FMH - 738 Dublin

This telegram must bE

closely paraphrased bee- Dated Februsry 29, 1944
fore being communicated

to snyones (3C) Rec'd 9:18 a,.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington.

32, February 29, noon
Pleose thank the President for your number 25
february 25 and inform him thet I concur entirely in

his view,

GRAY

wapb
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TELEGRAM SENT

EVE Februsry 25, 1944
Thls telegram must be
closely parsphrased be- 7 p.m.

fore belnp communicated
to anyone, (SC)

AMERICAN LEGATION
DUBLIN
25

QT FROM THE PRESIDENT TO LAVIL GRAY

Your letter of January 10. I do not belleve

it would be advisable for your friend to visit the
United States at thls time,

STETTINIUS
Acting

(JDH)

BC:RBS:M S
2=24-44

DZCLAHIFIF,‘B
Archivigt of the [.8.

By W. J. Stowart Date FEB 10 19?2

By Depuiy
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON \_}L .

March 10, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTIDENT

Subject: Letter from Minister
Gray.

I return herewith the letter which
you received from Minister Gray in
Dublin, which you forwarded to me on

March 6.

Enclosure:

Letter from Minister Gray
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 8, 1944.

FPRIVATE AN LJM
MEMORANLUM FOR

HON. E. R. STETTINIUS, JH.

TO HEAD AND RETURN.

F.u.R.
DEFARTMENT
OF STRTE
MAR 9 1944
UHDER
DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archivist of the Uu.s,

FEB 10 1972

By W. J. Stewart Date
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Perspnally Typed.

LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Soss : I think your Irish note is going very well although
it 15 s8till uncertain whether De'mlera will take the risk of
publishing it end making politieal capital out of it by charg-
ing that it is not the reasonable request that it is but the
firast atep in a conspiraey to crucify DTire with hostile propa=
ganda as a prelude to armed invesion, He was sour but guite
calm while I watched him read the doocumeni, e atopped at the
phrase " as & minimum we hope" for the sending away of the Axis
legations and asked me 1f this was an ultimatum , T cssured him
en that point . He then sald " As long as I am here the answer
will be no. We have done all that we can do. We neither cun
nor will do more", But there was no excitement., TChis began next
day when Meffy handed uim the brief “ritish note endorsing oure
That was Tueaday arternoon reb, 228, Wednesday morning he sent for
the venadian Minister John Kearney and charged that our note
indicauted a politealoonspiracy ageinst him with intent to provoke
& propaganda oempalgn and the seizure of the Irish buses . le
told Kearney,"” We will fight .o the last man," Kearney told him
he thought the request was & reuasonable one, De'nlera said that
he would like the Canadian Government to request us and the Extxi
British to withdraw the notes . Kearney telegraphed this to
MeKenzie King and as you probably know the Dominions office also
telegraphed King asking him to back us up . This is where it

stands now, Of course I have kept the Seeretary fully informed,

I am going fishing rather publicly over the week end. It iz &
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

food thing to let DeValera have time to gool out, I told Lhearney
teday that I was sure my Covernment would autherize me Lo give
agsuranoces that there was nothing in the note but the reguest
for the withdrawal of the Axis beggations and that there was

no present intention to publish either the note or Ue_uleras
answer but I did not think my Government would bind itself not
to publish the note if it saw fit. I told Kearney that I would
like to know before hand if DeValera decided to make a public
politeal inecident of the note as I should wish to give him a
friendly personal warning of the probable effect on jmerican
opinion of sauch an sotion. In such & csse I should probebly
take this line : If you read into & simple and reasonable
request dictated by our resposnibility to our military forces

a conspiracy to exert pressure upon you why should we =niIxaimmg
have supplied you with rifles , ships, supplies of every nuature
which it was posaible to relezse? Why should we permit the free
exit of remittances to Eire when Eire blocks remittances to 1.3,
"hy should we permit imerican gasoline of which our people are
in zreat need to transport hundreds of thousands of toms of turf
from the bogs to Dublin to enure fuel for the population? Why
should we nmsasist our ally “ritain with coal supplies so that
she is able to allot sufficent coal to Eire to enable four
hundred thousand Bubliners to cook with gas? Why should we be

about to release strategic metals for the Irish jugar Company

80 a8 to ensure the making of next years sugar crop for the
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ame effeot,

endxamzxexthzx lrish people? ind more to the
I should then warn him that the responaibility for the detriorat-
ion of Irish .merican relations and any other conseguences was

soley on his shoulders and point to the unhappy effect of his
of his protest against our troops in Northen

politeal trestment
Ireland hed upon .meriean opinien,
unless he is determined to sound off we hold ail

Ji course
You seem to be having that life of calm restfulness cnd
was in office,

= E
- wila

this UD.
his unpopularity with his Con-

desustude which charasterized the last year
result of
biad, dlag’

that =8 =
gress ond politiclans generally he controlled the convention

I recall
in 1908, defeated the nomination of Foruker, nominated Tafft :.ndA
prevented his own renomination by ucclaimation,
Heude sends her love,
ATT

y
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 8, 1944.

pRIVATL anp CONPIDERTIIES

MEMOBANLUA FOR

70 REAL AND HETURN.

F.U.R.

Prezident frorm

TTndatad letter to the
T -:11

navid Graew, Te LeValera and the

gituation.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of the U.S.

By ¥. J. Stewart Date FEB 10 1972



- g—

St PSF? v':'.'rf"gn.c;//-'f‘.—c‘r*. -

o

! DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

March 10, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached 1s a copy of a note handed to me on March 7
by the Irish Minister giving Prime Minister de Valera's
reply to our request for the removal of Axie diplomatic
and coneular representatives in Ireland. Mr. de Valera
states that this requeet is one with which 1t is impossible
for the Irish Government to comply.

Also attached are coplee of telegrams No. 1797 and
1798, March 4 from Ambessedor Winant in regard to this
matter. Apparently there has been a leakage of informa-
tion in Ireland as a result of certain actions taken by
Mr. de Valers after receiving the British and American
notes. Mr. David Gray reports from Dublin that following
the delivery of our note Mr. de Valera called a meeting
of his Cabinet and told them he haa received an ultimatum;
arms were lssued to local defense forces which stood to
all night all over Ireland; and rumors of every kind were
circulated, including one that the American fleet was to
selze Irish ports.

Following these leake in London and Dublin, reports
of some development in relation to Ireland have been eppears
ing in American as well as British newspapers and the De-
partment ie receiving inguiries from the prees. The March 13
issue of Newsweek states: "Last week a Joint Anglo-American
note wae served on de Valera esking that relations with
the Axis be cut." In view of these leaks I believe that
our note delivered to Prime Minister de Valera on February 21
ghould be gilven to the press at once unlegs ¥ou feel that
there are domestic considerationes which make this inadvisable.
In giving thie note to the press, I belleve we should aleo
make publle previous communications from the Department
to the Irish Government and from yoursel? to Prime Minister
de Valera in regard to Ireland's attitude in the present war,

Does this procedure in regerd to publicity meet with
Your approvel?

, 3/10/44
Enclosurea: i
Copy,American note,Feb.21, f 0.K.
Copy,note from Irish . I
Minister. \ F. D, R.

Copy, telegram No,1737
Copy, telegram No.l798



COPY: COMPARED ; MB ' |

Note Delivered by the American Minister in Dublin
%o Prime Minlster de Valera on February 21, 1944

Your Exoellenecy will recall that in your speech
at Cork delivered on the fourteenth of December, 1941
you expressed sentiments of speclal friendship for the
American people on the occasion of their entry into
the present war and closed by saying, "The poliey of the
8tate remains unchanged. We can only be a friendly
neutral." Ae you will also recall, extracts of this
speech were transmitted to the President by your Winister
in Washington. The President, while eonveying hise
appreciation for this expreseion of friendship, stated
his confldence that the Irish Government and the Irish
people, whose freedom 1s at stake no less than ours,
would know how to meet thelr responeibllities in this
sltuation.

It has become increasingly apparent that deapite
the declared desire of the Irish Government that its
neutrality should not operate in favor of elther of the
belligerents, 1t has in fact operated and continues to
operate in favor of the Axis powers and againest the
United Natione on whom your security and the malntenance
of your national economy depend. One of the gravest and

moet
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most lnequitable results of this situation is the
opportunity for highly organized esplonage which the
geographical position of Ireland affords the Axle and
denies the United Nations. Situated as ¥ou are in
close proximity to Britain, divided only by an
intangible boundary from Northern Ireland, where are
Bltuated important American bases, with continuous
traffic to and from both oountries, Axis agents enjoy
almost unrestricted opportunity for bringing military
information of vital importance from Great Britatin

and Northern Ireland into Ireland and from there trans-
mitting it by various routes and methods to Cermany. Ko
opportunity corresponding to this is open to the Unlited
Nations, for the Axis has no military diepoeitions which
may be observed from Ireland.

We do not question the good falth of the Irish
GJovernment in 1ts efforts to Suppress Axis espionage.
Whether or to what extent it has succeeded in preventing
acts of esplonage against Amerioan shipping and American
forces in Great Britain and Northern Ireland is, of
gourse, impossible to determine with certainty. Nevertheless

it



SeLy e

reots

obbao!

moRE

3=

1t 18 a fact that German and Japanese diplomatic :
and consular representatives still eontinue ©o reside

in Dublin and enjoy the special privileges and immunities
customarily accorded to such offlciala. That Axis
representatives in neutral countries use these speclal
privileges and immunities ae a oloak for espicnage
ectivities against the United Nati2ns hae been demonstr-
ated over and over again. It would be naive to sasume
that Axls agencles have not exploited conditions to the
full in Ireland as they have in other eountries. It is
Our understanding that the German Legation in Dublin,
until recently at least, has had in 1te posseseion a
radlo sending set. This is evidence of the intention

of the German Government to use this means of communica-
tion. Supporting evidence 1is furnished by the two
parachutiets equipped with radio gending sets recently
dropped on your territory by OGerman planee.

Ag you know from common report, United Natlons
military operations are in preparation in both Britain
and Northern Ireland. It 1s vital that information from
which may be deduced their nature and direction should
not reach the enemy. Not only the success of the
Operations but the lives of thousands of United Nations'
s0ldiers are at stake.

We
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We requeet therefore, that the Irish Government
take appropriate steps for the recall of German and
Japanese representatives in Ireland. We should be
lacklug in candor if we did not state our hope that
thle actlon wlll take the form of severance of ell
diplomatic relations between Ireland and these two
countries. You will, of course, readily understand
the compelling reasons why we ask as an absolute mini-
mum the removal of these Axls representatives whose
presence in Ireland must inevitably be regarded as
constituting a danger to the lives of American soldlers
and to the success of Allied military operations.

It 1a hardly necessary to point out that time
ia of extreme 1mportance and that we trust Your
Excellency will favor us with your reply at your early

convenlence.



QOPY OF NOTE HANDED TO THE ACTING SECRETARY

MARCH 7, 1944 BY THE IRISH MINISTER IN
WASHINGTON .

The Minister of Ireland presentes his compliments
to the Honorable the Seoretary of 5tate and referring to
the note handed to Mr. de Valera by Mr. Gray on
February 2lst 1944 has the honour to submit the following
reply from Mr. de Valers:

"“The note of the American Government was handed
to me by the American Minister on February 2lst.
I informed him at onoe that the request it contained
was one with which it was impossible for the Irish
Government to comply. The Irish Government have
sines given the matter ocareful consideration and I
now gonfirm the reply whisch I then gave verbally.

*The Irish Government have also received the

assurance of the Ameriocan OGovernment conveyed to

the Irish Minister at Washington and later confirmed
by the Ameriocan Minister here in an interview with
me on February 20th, to the effeet that the American
Government did not contemplate proceeding to military
or other measures because of the reply which had been
Aven. The American Minister quoted in particular

he President's personal message to me of

Fe 26th 1542, that 'there 18 not now nor was
there then the slightest th t or intention of
invading the territory of Ireland or of threatening
the seourity of the Irish' and added that this
attitude was unchanged.

"“The Irish Government wish to express their
appreoiation of this assurance. They were indeed
surprised that so ve a note as t of
February 2lst sho have been addressed to them.
The terms of the note seemed to them altogether
out of harmony with the facts and with the
traditional relations of friendship between the
Irish and American peoples. They doubted that
such a note ocould have been presented had the
American Government been fully aware of the
uniform friendly character of Irish neutrality
in relation to the United States and of the

méasures



measures which had been taken by the Irish Government,
within the limits of their power, to safe

American interests. They felt moreover that

the American Government should have realized that
the removal of representatives of a foreign state on
the demand of the Government to which they are
agcredited is universally recognized as the first
etep towards war, and that the Irish Government
oould not entertain the American proposal without

a oomplete betrayal of their demooratic trust.

Irish neutrality represents the united will of the
pecple and parliament. It ia the loglecal conse-
Quence of Irish history and of the foreced partition
of national territory.

“Already before America's entry into the war,
the poliey of the Irish Government towards Britain,
America's ally, had been direoted toward carrying
out the intentions indicated in a statement of
policy made by me in Dall Eireann on May 29th 1935,
namely that "our territory would never be permitted
to be used as a base for attack upon Britain,’

That polliey has during the war been faithfull
pursued. From the beginning, by the establishment
of strong observation and defence forces, by a wide
and rigorous eensorship of press and of communications,
by an extensive anti-esplonage organization and by
every other means within our power, we have
endeavoured to prevent the leakage through Ireland
of any information which might in any way endafper
British livea or the safety of Great Britain.
Slnce the United States entered the war,the same
splirit of sorupulous regard for American intereste
has been shown. American offielals have had an
opportunity of seeing the measures whioh have been
taken -- they have indeed made favourable commente
on thelr effeotiveness -- and it is satisfactory
to observe that in the note 1teelf not a single
instanoe of negleet is alleged and no proof of
injury to Ameriocan interests is adduoed. Should
American lives be lost it will not be through any
indifferenoe or neglect of ite duty on the part of
thie Btate.

As was
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“As was known to the American officials, it
is true that the German Minister had a wireless
transmitter, but he had been for a long time
debarred from using it and 1t haes been in the
custody of the Irish Government for some months,
As re # the two parsachutiste dropped in Ireland
last Deocsmber, they were apprehended within a few
houre. Two other agente dropped here since the
war began met with a similar fate. The fifth,

who arrived during the first year of the war,
remained at large until December 3rd 1941, but the
police were aware of hie presence hswe almoet from
the first moment of landing, and sucocessful
aotivitiee on hie part were rendered impossible.
The total number of persons, lnolusive of these
{l!‘lﬂh“'ﬁ‘llil, suspected of intentions to 1nnfa

n esplonage, and now held in Irish prisons, is
ten forelgn and two Irigh nationals. These are

the facts, and 1t 1s doubtful if any other eountry
oan show such & record of care and successful
vigilance.

"The British Government have informed the Irish
Government that they weloome the initiative of the
American Government in sending the note and that
they attached the utmost importance to it. The
Irish Government do not wish to comment on this,
exoept to remark that it is perhaps not known to
the Amerioan Jovernment that the feelings of the
Irish people towards Britain have during the war
unl-rfom a considerable ochange precisely bedause
Britain has not attempted to violate our neutrality.
The Irish Government feel sure that the American
Government would agree that 1t would be regrettable
if any inelidents now should alter that happy result.

"The Irish Government are therefore safe-
rding,and willeontinue to safeguard, the

nterests of the United States, but they must in all
the ciroumstances proteot the neutrality of the
Irish State and the democratic way of life of the
Irish people. Their attitude will continue to be
deterami not by fear of any measures which eould
be employed againet them but by good will and the
fundamental friendship exieting between the two

peoples.”
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London
Dated Mearch 4, 194:
Ree'd 11305 p.m,

Secretery of Stete,

Yinahinzton,

1797, fourth,

DLILY EXPRESS 1is only paper to publish following
story todoy, bock poge under heading “Sire rocked by
invesion scere"$

W, few wild shots Tfired ten doys cgo by ¢ drinke
befuddled [111ed soldier who c¢reossed the boerder from
Ulster Into Eire - this/p&s an officicl explonotion of
the worst attcck of invasicn jitters Eire hca knowm,

L mystery remcina, Dublin's censcrship clamped on news

of the eslearm, which is just ecaingz, but trovellers tell of
these hilgh spotas DeE Volere's crmy wes for five doys on o
Tstﬁnd to! clert, It monned the forts, mined bridges,

set up mochinery pests at vulnercble points ond eclled cut
the leoecl defence volunteera, Jrmy offlcers were siven o
few heurs lecve only if they could be reached by telephene,
The rashing rumors whichdlad to the astond to gothered foree
from it, Lete on Pridey, o week ago, Mr, de Volerc sent

for
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for Genercl Mulechy and Dr. O'Higgins, lecder nng deputy
lender of the chief cppesiticon party in the Dail, both

on the Defence Council, Both men refused ;c speck when
they come out of the Prime Minlster's rcom, Dublin

heard cf this on Saturdey cond stories became still more
antostic 'the L1lies hove presented on ultimetunm!,

tthe 4Allies want ports ond other focillities?, Miuleahy

hes been orrested and deputy Dillen shot'!. On Sundoy

ir, ¢e Volere mode o speech et Coven, HE cond emned

rumers cnd scid tﬁsrﬁ wes ne justifienticn for public

unecsiness. 4 tense Deil met on Tuesdey, HJumors said

thet Ir, &g Velers hod flown te Londen efter specking on the
transc.tlentic phone, But he slipped into his seat ond

onswered o few questions, On Tednegsday he hit cut in the

Dail ot rumer mongers ond oppecled te deputies not to ask

questicns thot could not be enswered without embarrcssing

neutralitys Responsible opinicn holds thrt sowething

sgrious c4id heppen cver the weekend end thet Elre survived

o dengercus crisis by scmeone climbing down, One belief

is thot de Velers wes osked to make o de norche to the

Garmnﬁ Linister to Eire on the grecunds thot he hed certoin

informc.tion which the Nazis should dlsprove by inviting an

investigotion
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investigation of the Legotion, /4 second belief is
thot the Allies stressed to de Volera Tire's respensibility
in preventing any leckege of second-frent infrormetion
throuch Dublin, To this Mr. de Valera is believed to
hove given on sssurcnce thet EVEry possible precouticn
would be taken®,

WINLRT
M3



AK-364 London
This telegrem must bE

¢closgly paraphrased DE- Dated liarch 4, 1944
fore bcing communicated
to nnyone. (SC) Rec'd 6:10 pem,

Secretary of State,

Vashington.

US URGENT

1798, March 4, 9 p.m,

PERSONAL AND G FOR THZ ACTING S:CRETARY

This noon Cranborne telephoned me thet there hod
DEEN & cunsidzrﬂbla BEEpagE of 1nrnrmﬂt£nn into
Grect Britain from Ircland as a result of certain
nctlons taken by DeE Valera after recelving the
recent notes Airected to him, I had already reesd o
ook nage Ltem in the DAILY EXPRESS which I nm cabl-
ing in ae my Nos, 1797 It is my hope that no Purther
wublication will occur in London vpapers, but wE both
Telt that we should have statementes rendy ln cose
nEWS brbke before De Velera's reply and also o pre-
nered statement if it broke after his reply, Ve weEre
thinking prrticularly of the possibility of mierspre-
sentotion by the Germans, perhape charglng Dressure,
arrinst a emall nntion, if they pickeA up the story.

Cranborne

DECLABSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.72
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Cronborne told me he would send in = Eritish
stotenent this afternoon which I might forward to
wou but has just decided that since we took the initic=
tive in this matter it might be better if you forverded
~ stotement here which you would put out if necessrry
ond the Eritish would follow up with n separate sinte-
Aent in line with ours, B81ince WE haven't got De Vol=—
grals reply it is Aifficult now to write the sgcond
statement. Thie could be forwnrded later, The

Eritish wont to keep ln step with us,

WINANT

EJH
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Defir Boas ¢ iAo far am I oan see the 4righ note has been & susocess
and in & long range view of thingas I do not think that Je'alera
¥ill have much chance of making wus trouble over Faurtition., It hu
bean & great shoock te people here to find out that the Amerioan
Irish were behind you, None of the powerful american Catholle hix
bishops has come to their aid. The reactlons of the amerioan
press hnve depressed them . On recelpt of the note Dev's lnstinet
vie to meoure his politeal front =0 he ordered mobllizationm
und the necond line troope were losued riflea and bull cartridges
nl stood to for o night. The story of the note I believe broke
here. It was told by one of the Opposition leaders to & neweEpuaper
man, We got it substantially straizht two pr three duys ufter
the note wus delivered end I at once put t© feot into the
redord with Dev. after the notes were printed Dev, toock the line
that the note meant 1. affront to Irish sovereigpnty,2 alfront
to Irish neutrality which is the same as independenae; 5 that
breniing relations meunt war . The censorship has been notive
in representating that the people ae & unitf were shooked and ln-
dignunt with us for making the requeat. Correspondenta who
made surveys of Dublin epinion the doy after the note appenred,
found that peeople weres startled but very rarely regentiul. Fully
fifty cer oent said, if keeping these bratards ls poing to meke
us go without ooal, Fetroleum and man ured produsts why not
throw them out. 3ut no ons dared =aa d the Censor would
not pnas sush surveys. He frankly told %ne gorrespondent thut
it wns the Government's view that the “rish people were indignant
and the oorriepondents must bloody well find thut that vas so.,

Ihe Irieh government owned Irish Frees hus Tealursd Srennang
charges thet our astlon wee tuken on inacourate informution
gupplied by me and they have tried to get me in vamious wu¥s,

& very nloe ~ssoolated FPress mun to whom I hud tulked off the
record let me down and we have hud o teapot tempest over that,
But I oams out all right for the sditorial cttucking me for

not heving denled the story wes written after my denisl had been
received over the telephone, I refused to say wnything Turther
than that I haed given out no stutements or zmypxinterview . low
the Opposition hus & onence without welshing on wmeuirelliy to
sttask Dev in the Dail for affronting the representative of an
friungly nower and han tuken it in a bid way, The wey to hundle
this Bgly group of bad hats is to tell them to go sit on & twok,
I have given up appeasing which getz one no where, At the seme time
in looking nheed we must not allew any foof shortiges though

we must muke thed o1t up and ask, They were short about half
the amount of wheat they need for making flour some 180,000 tons,

Srenn talked of twanty thousand but the blgger figure 1 got
fron Ye¥nlera himnelf und always before they have ;nduizsutud
thelr shortages, Chey nre entirely without gretitude whit
wa slve must be used primurily for the play of our own hand/
in U.59.h. I huve asked thé Seoretary to et through for me the
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materials of which I spoke to you last summer
for the 4risgh BUFAr 20. Otherwise no frish Sugar next year . He
haes promised to recoomend the relense if I feel it essential,
I do feel 1t essential but I mlso feel it whodld be used for
rolitieal effeot by you or John liscCormfck, The Seeretary cemed
not to =anprove the MeCormack idea , If and when the netsla
are cleared I think you ought to be given credit for doing it
entirely with reference to lrish opinion in U,5,A. If you were
to be uttacked for doins this all the better , Don't let this
8lip Boes, ilaffey ie unxious lest Churehill Jump the reservation
and gum things up, I telegraphed suggesting that you mak him
to let yvou play the hand from the ', 3, viewpoint whioh is how it
should be played. We have had a chunce to find out who our friend$
were but nothing asctively disugreabbe has happened., I refused
an escort oar on the ground that 1t would :reate o scandal
in ameries if an American lilnister to Eire were not safe there,
I told the Minister o Justice that I would not be respongible
for the newspaper stofres ., They fell for this, [he idea of
course was Lo represent the people as so worked up over our
outrage upon them that my life was not safe,.They hadn't thought
of the other angle . It has brought Maude and me to under-
stand a little what you have had to go through with for so mangp
rears, It has been & valuable experience for me begiuse I have
always been oversensitive to attacks, I suddenly find now that
I don't give a dam and can £€a on doing what I think is right
and fair, Maude has been the greatest help possible full of fight
ns well as charm, After all if you don't get into a fight in
Ireland you never know anything about the lrish, Pred istoire's
brother-in-law Charlie Cavendish hus Just died und we are meet-
ing idele tonicht at the boat and taking her down to Lismore to-
morrow morning.

Don't worry about ue and the lrish, Then they are angry us they
are now they don't think straight and they walk into trouble,
"hen I eay the lrish I mean the liftle sroup of politieal rucketers
who have captured the aountry, Did you see that Da“alaraﬂin a
prepared apaﬁah tyhe other dsay had spokenof Fnglish as a " badge
of servitude and & language they must get rid of, The censor I
believe would not pass this out though it wus printed in all
the papers. I am satoring it up as " an insult +to Thirtyzx o
mi2Xtxz hundred and thirty «illion Americans.” [hese things come
in handy some times. I have a boy as & secretary, Aaron “rown
whom you will hecr of some day . He hus the wisest head and the
nicest nature I have come across in a whole life time, In thie
recent episode he hus been wonderful ile wus in v, Hull's office
for four years,

faude sends her love.

/ 0 b= 1 Jurg s
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In my memorandum of March 10 I transmitted to you
Prime Minister de Valera's reply stating that 1t is
impossible for the Irish Government to comply with our re-
quest for the removal of Axis representatives in Ireland.

I now enclose a copy of a note which I propose to
send to Prime Minister de Valera through Mr. David Gray
commenting on certain pointes in Mr, de Valera's note and
making clear that the continued presence of Axis repre-
sentatives in Ireland must be regarded as a danger to
American livee and military operations for whioh the
Irieh Government cannot escape responsibility. Before
transmitting thie note, we would clear it with the British.

The Irieh have made an effort, in their note and in
thelr publieity since to show (a) that the American Govern-
ment has been mieinformed and (b) that i1t is & question of
Ireland's right to remain neutral, I believe it is im-
portant to set de Valera right on both these points and
aleo that our own people should see the issues clearly.

I propose therefore, as soon as the note is delivered to
Mr. de Valera, to give 1t to the press.

Flease let me know whether you approve this note and
this procedure in regard to publiolity.

Enclosure: (:jg?
To Prime Minister de Valera. ;;z[;ﬁ



X COFY FOR THE PRESIDENT

NO DISTRIBUTION
U.5, URGENT

AMEMBASSY
LONDON

COEEI. ror TH: AMBASSADOR

The British Embassy has glven us a copy of A message
from the Prime Minister to the President regarding further
measures contemplated by the Britieh Government in relation
to Ireland. Thie is presumably in reply to the Department's
inguiry in telegram 1918, Mareh 15.

We now propose to send a further note to Prime Minleter
de Valera which we wish you to show to the appropriate
British suthorities at once and telegraph any comments they
may have. We plan to glve this note to the press immedliately
after 1ts delivery. The text of our proposed message 1s
as follows:

(BEGIN BROWN CODE) GQUOTE On February 21, 1944 the
Aperican Government through its Minister in Dublin presented
a request to the Irigh Government for the removal of Axis
consular and diplomatiec representatives whose presence in
Ireland must be regarded as constituting a danger to the
1ives of Ameriean soldiers and to the success of the Alliled

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.72

By J. Scheuble Dete_EEH 10 1972
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ullltary operations. The Irish Minister in Washington on
Harch 7, 1944 handea to the Aoting Seeretary of State your
reply stating that 1t 1. impobsible for the Irish Government
to comply with this request.

WUOTE Sinee the Gompelling oiroumstances Elving rige
to the Ameriean Government's Fequest were clearly get forth
in ite note of February 21, they need not be repeated here,

WWOTE Your reply states that the Irish Government wes
SINGLE QoTE indeed surprised that so grave a note as that
of February 21at should have been addressed to them. The

German Legation in Dublin until Fecently had in 1ty poesession
& radio-sending set. lor has the Irish Government denied

that Axis agents, equipped with radio-sending sete, have

been dropped on Irish territory by German planes. The
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faet thet five parachutists ere known to have landed in
Ireland does I’t preolude the poesibility, indeed 1t adds
to the 1likelihood, that others have landed and have not
been discovered by the Irish authoritiea. The American
Government understands that one of the five parschutists
mentioned in your note remained at large for eighteen months
and that twenty thousand dollers in American bills were
found in the room which he oecupled in the house of his
German confederate in Dublin. The American Government
understands that another of the German parachute sples who
was apprehended shortly after landing and sentenced to
lmprisonment later mysteriously escaped from prison and
remained at large for six weeks., It ip evident that Axis
8ples could not remaln at large in Ireland for such long
periods without assistence from some quarter., The German
Government apparently considers it possible for German
agents in Ireland to operate radio-sending sets without
detection; otherwise, they would not have equipped their
sples as well as their Legation with radlo-sending apraratus.
QUOTE The American Government's request, far from
being out of harmony with the traditional relations of
friendship between the Irish and American peoples, would



=d-

seem entirely in accord with such friendly relations and

one to which the Irish Government might be expeoted to make
a favorable response, Ag you sptated im your speech of
Decenmber 14, 1941, there i1s scarcely a family in Ireland that
does not have a2 member or a neer relative in the United
States. These Americans of Irish blood and background are
loyal American cltizens and are making thelr full econtribution
to the war in every way. At home they are supporting the

war effort as loyally ae 2ny section of the American population.
They ere contributing their full share of fighting men for
duty in the armed foroces overseas. Fighting with these
smeriean soldiers of Irieh blood are many tens of thousande
of other Irighmen from Great Fritain and other countries of
the British Commonwealth and inecluding Ireland itself. Any
steps to help safeguard the lives of these men and of all
those fighting with them must surely strike & sympathetic
ehord in the hearts of the people of Ireland and indeed of
all Irishmen everywhere. In making this request, however,
the Americsan Govermment is not asking a speelal favor of
Ireland on the basis of Irish-Ameriocsn friendship. It ie
merely asking that stepe be taken to insure that Irish
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neutrality shall not be used by the Axis powers to harm
the United States and the United Nations.

<UOTE Your note statee that the Ameriecan Government
SINGLE JUOTE should have realized that the removal of repre-
sentatives of & forelgn state on the demand of the government
to which they are acceredited 1s universally recognized as
the first step toward war, and that the Irish Governuent could
not entertaln the Ameriecan propoeal without a eomplete
betrayal of their democratic trust. END SINGLE JUOTE
In thie conneetion 1t may be noted that & number of other
friendly nations have found it in their own interest to
break diplomstie relations with the Axis nations, a step going
beyond that reguested of the Irish Government, »ithout
partieipating in the war or assuming the status of
belligerents.

JUOTE The removal of Axie representatives, moreover,
eould sesreely be regarded as the SINGLE QUOTE firet atep
toward war END SINGLE QUOTE in the same sense as the hostile
sets already committed agiainst Ireland by Germany. German
planes have bombed Irish clities and destroyed Irish lives and
property with impunity. A German plane has sunk a ship
ecarrying & cargo of Amerioan wheat to Ireland, and Axis
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submarines have sunk still other ships earrying supplies

to Ireland, The Oerman Government by the very act of
dropping parachutists with radio equipment on Irish soil
surely shows little reepeet for Ireland's neutrality or
Ireland's desire thet the United liations be given no ground
for eompleint against Ireland.

WUOTE The American Government finde 1t diffieult to
understand how the removal of Axis representatives from
Ireland--eould posalbly be considered a SINGLE JUOTE betrayal
END SINGLE JUOTE of Irelund's SINGLE (UOTE democratie
trust. END SINGLE QUOTE Surely the people of Ireland are
not unaware that thelr country and thelr demoeratic way of
iife have been spared only beceuse powerful armed reeilstance
hus stood An the Nagi congueror's path, As the President
emphasized in his message of December 22, 1941 to you,
Ireland's freedom is at stake no leess than our own. Although
Irish neutrality may, as you say, represent the united will
of the Irish people and Parlisment, the Ameriean Covernment
cannot believe that the Irish people or thelr ﬂinﬂ
representatives desire that Irish s01l be used by the Axis
powers in ways which endanger United States forees and
their operations.
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QOTE Irish neutrality is not the iesue. The Ameri-
can Government has at mo time questiomed Ireland's right
to remain neutral--although it has doubted the wisdom of
sush a poliey from the viewpoint of Ireland's own best
Anterests. Nor is 1t a question of Ireland's maintaining
diplomatie relations with the Axis countries, although the
Aserican Government would maturally like to see such re-
lations severed completely. If the Irish Govermment son-
mtt-uumnﬁlmpnam-rmm
that diplomatie relations with these countries must be
continued, maintenance of such relations through Irish
representatives stationed in those countries would at least
Rot constitute a direet danger to the lives of members of
the Ameriocan Armed Forces.

JOTE Your reply, after reciting the various measures
taken by the Irish Government to suppress Axis espionage,
concludes: SINGLE QUOTE Should American lives be lost,
it will mot be through any indifference or negleot of 1its
duty on the part of this State. END SINGLE QUOTE The
Aaerican UGovernment has already stated that 1t does not
question the good faith of the Irish Government in its
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efforte to suppress Axis esplonage., Unhappily, friendly
intentions alone are not enough when so much 1s at stake.
Despite all the preceutions on the part of the Irish
Government, the continued presence of hxis diplomatic and
consular representatives in Ireland, operating under their
speclal privileges and immunities, must be regarded ap a
danger to Ameriean lives and military operations for which
the Irish Government cannot escape responsibillity. The
United States Government therefore hopes that further considera-
tion of this matter will convince the Government of Ireland
that 1te own intereste as well as those of the United Natione
require the removal of Axis representatives from Ireland

&t the earliest possible date., UNQWOTE

BC:RBSILG 3-23-44
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
April 14, 1944,

Jear Boss : llaude and I are both very grateful for the support
which you and the “epartment have given us during this last
*rieh interlude. I }%}a edvised against another nut?inuwerinb
DeValera's reply though I think the points should be made for
our own people in =« statement preferubly by some minor offiocinl,
It is getting sbout that he mede = munﬁﬁ% of hias army with his
ulMmetum talk, The army chiefs are eore. Listen to this onej
which 1s absolutely OFF the record, While the Defense Council was
in session E:he night we delivered the nnte_.[m...;ci:u plend to repel
the anglo-aimerican invasion and sending out orders the telephone
rang and xhm it proved to be the sritish Military Attuche who had
not been told of the note, inquiring where the Irish .rmy would

tuke delivery of five hundred moborbicycles which he hsd progured

for them. It naturally roecked the meeting, The COoposition while
etanding by neutrality are gettins ready to atteck this migrepre «
mentation of our reguest and the gratuitous hostility whiech
ja?nlgfara atirred up sgainst us. It was & futel move on his part
and if we Just let him alone Tor a bit meanwhile keeping the
petrol we need for aimericans in .merice plso the cotton yarns
ITthBdk he will have his work cut out for him, His next m% move
will be to try to represent us as scoepting a substitute for

the removel of the Axis missions,if he oan lure us into a
position accepting phrt’ raponsibility for ocounter espionage,

I have Juat warned the Secoretury about that, .8 ,long as we

keep him hooked on his recoid of refusing our reguest he cannot



LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

do ue any great harm either now or in the post war period but

he is wery apt to catoh us napping and wriggle off . He will prob=-
ably try to start = politieal underground movement egainst you,
Iheizime may come when it would be advissble for Yyou to charscter.
1za‘us an iggjizttn the american people that any foreigner should
attempt to inkrmwgm himself into .merican politics with racial
pressure groupf methods . [his war should have put an end to
hynhens,

Another note to him we think would build hin up againg with
his own people. There will be no hope for constructive sane
coopération with anybody while he ias master of the Twenty Six
Counties but only his own people can deflate him. e should
do nothing to prevent that by making & martyr out of him or by
riving him more opportunity to defy us. Youfidea of the absent
treatment is the key idea, I hund it to you for pussing it on
to me ., I never would have thought of it,

The Sesretary's broadoast was a great paper. It has made ¢
Freat impression in England. I am printing the offieicl text in
our little 0.W.I. " Le.ter from imerica", It will yo to about
one hundred thousand readere. We hope you have had & bit of &
rest, I ak off for a few duys salmon fishing next week but unless
we get rain there will be no {ish. «sude sends her love,

aff

ey,

_—ﬁ



DEPARTKENT OF STATE
VASHTNGTON

Kay 10, 1944

MFMOFANDUK ¥OF THE PRESIDENT

Yeste~day you spoke to the Under Secretarv of Stste
about the nossibility of making avallable two shins to the
Irish Covermment in view of the acute need in Treland for
certain products which have to be transnorted from this
Hemisphere.

You may recall thet we chartered two American ships
to the Irish Covermment some months ago and that both of
these ships have been lost. One of them disappeared at
sea without leaving a trace, nrasumably the vietim of
& German submarine. The other one was definitely tornedoed
by a submarine. In the latter cuse Mr. de Velera described
the torpedoing of this wessel aa " = wanton mct" but he
did not say thut it was done by the Germans nor 4%id he
in either case make & nrotest to the German Government.
Last December the Irish Government anplied to the War
Shipping Administration for another shinp and asked the
Secretary of State to supnort their request. With vour
anproval, I declined to do so and sent e merovandum to
the Irish Govermment exnlaining why I could not do so.
It has since been made publie in connection with the ex-
change of communications with Ireland. & cony of it is
attached for ready reference.

In February, you will recall, we asked the Irish Govern-
ment to exnel the Axis representutives. We did not esk
Ireland to go to war or even to break diolomatic relaticns
with Germany and Japan. On grounds of military security
we asked themw to exvel a German Minister and his staff
and a Japanese Consul General and his staff, nointineg out
that 1t would be naive to assume that these offleizls were
not doing everything in their power to send out military
information which might serirusly affect the success of
Allied military olans end cost American and Allied lives.
The Irish Govermment adamantly refused to do this. We
know for a fact, although for security grounds we cannot

disclose
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disclose this, that the German Minister has continued
to trv to send out to Germany military informstion.

*'e believe thnt our request of the lrish Govermment
that they expel the Axis representatives was a reusonable
one with which they should have complied. We believe
that publie opinion in this country sunported this request
and 1n feet would be disposed to support pressure to cause
Treland to comnly. The editorial reaction to this throush-
out the country was favorable. We belleve that nublie
oninion would rind 1t difficult to understand our now
making evalleble two ships to get supplies to Treland in
view of the attitude which Ireland has taken towmrd us
and the war.

To make shins available to lreland in the present
cireumstances might well retard the nrogress which we
have made in putting pressure on other neutrsl countries to
reduce trade with Germany. Indeed such action might
undermine the very foundations on which our prorram in
this wegard has been so carefully built up afd ironically
enouch at the very time when we ars beginning to get
results.

In these circumstances I recorrend thnt you take the
nosition that we cannot now even consider makins shins
available to I-eland. The lrish Govermment, of courss
knows how to change our attitude and how to get our
support in obtaining two fine new Liberty ships.

8/ C.H.

Fneclosure:
lermorandum to Irish
Govermment.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

V{ WASHINGTON
Mﬁ}?l?ﬂﬂ May 17, 1944

CR THE PRESIDENT

MEMORANDUM

In my memorandum of March 24, I transmitted for
your approval a copy of a further note which I pro-
posed to send to Prime Minleter de Valera in regard to
the continued presence of Axis representatives 1in
Ireland. Following your approval, we submitted the
text of thies proposed note to Mr. David Gray for his
opinion and to Ambassador Winant for his opinion and
for-the views of the Britieh Government,

Both Mr. Gray and Mr. Winant have recommended that
a further note should not be sent. Mr. Winant has aleo
reported that he has diecussed this matter with Prime
Minleter Churchill and with Lord Cranborne, who was
acting as Foreign Secretary during Eden's absence.
Cranborne opposed gending a second note and 1is gBup-
ported in this view by British Becurity officiale.
Prime Minister Churchill has told Mr. Winant that he
thinke our first note has done great good and has
prompted the Irish authorities to etrengthen security
measures, but he felt that a second note was not neces-
eary and that it would be best to leave well enough
alone.

In view of the attitude of the British Government
and of the recommendations of Mr. Gray and Mr. Winant,

the Department has decided that it would not be advisable

to proceed with the further note. You will also have
noted the recent announcement of Mr. de Valera's deecision
to call a general election on May 30. This development,

even
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even aside from other conslderations, would appear to
make the eending of a further note definitely undesir-
able. I propose, therefore, to let this matter rest,
at least for the time being. Meanwhile, however, we
are following all aspects of the Irish eltuation,
particularly as 1t relatees to the security of our

military operations.
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Personally Typed,
LEGATION OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

June 2,1944,

Dear Boss : Many thanks for your intervention with regard to
Frofessor Myles Dillon . He has landed u Job, I hear, with 0.W.I,
where he should be useful.
Your opposite number in Eire has g0t & clear majority in his

Dail whioh I think is a good thing, He is in now for five more
years and if his mistakes are what we think they are he will
have toiliquidatq them. There was danger that he would duck
responsibility for a while and let the Oppositien pay the
bille and clean the eslate and then come back when they bungled,
No engagement or refusal to enter into an engagement without
his aanutionlin the post war period would be worth the paper it
was written on.

We have both been anxious about your health and apprehensive
as to the prospect shead for you. When a fighter pilot makes a
certain number of operational missions they ground him if he
hasn't already been killed. This apperently dunun:t g0 for
C.ing.Cs .

God Eless you
AT

) th;4'

T |
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 21, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. CORDELL HULL:

In view of the news this morn ing
from Germany, I am inolined, after care-
fully reading the memorandum on relations
with Ireland, to suggest that we hold
up the whole thing i-tn later. On my
return, if the subject agaln becomes of
more interest we can work out some method
of making it public at that time. .

F.D.R,

Carbon of memo of 7/20/44 to the Fresident from
Sec. Hull returned 7/22/44.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 20, 1lY44

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Helatione with Ireland

I have received a large number of letters in recent
months commenting on American policy toward Ireland. An
overwhelming majority of theee letters have expressed
full approvel of our poliey, and, in particuler, our re-
guest for the removal of Axis representatives from Ireland.
Many of our ecitizens believe that this Government should
go even further and teke whatever stepe may be necessary
to obtaln thelr removal.

Among the many letters received some show a lack of
understanding of our request to the Irlsh Government. In
addition, resolutions have been adopted by certain groupe
of clitizens asking that this Government petition Great
Eritain to remove the boundary between Northern Ireland
and southern Ireland. A resolution wae also introduced
in Congress on June 15, 1944 by the Honorable James M,
Curley, requesting the President to use hie good offices
wlth the Prime Minister of Great Britaln to the end that
Great Britain "shall immediately grant, in econformity with
the provislons of the Atlantic Charter, full and complete
independence to the Irish Free State.!

In view of the apparent misunderstanding on these
matters, and in order that you may have the fullest
information avallable as occasion arises, I am submitting
herewith a brief memorandum, together with relevant docu-
ments, on our relations with Ireland since the outbreak of
war 1ln Eurcpe. While I see no particular reason to make
the memorandum publie at thie time, it has been prepared
with a view to its being made public either at the White
House or at this Department at any time developments make
such a course appear desirable in your opinion.

Memorandum, with
attachments.

Enclosure: C‘ ]—-}’ v
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Memorandum on Relations with Ireland
—_— 0. ALlons with Ireland

In the summer of 1940, after the fall of France had
placed the whole British Isles in imminent danger, the
American Government made available 20 +000 American rifles
to the Irish Army. After Pearl Harbor, in view of Ire-
land's continued policy of neutrality, this Government was
forced to take the position that all avallable arms and
war supplies must be given to our own armed forces or be
provided to the armed forces of our Allies actively en-
gaged in fighting the enemy. In other words, we have
followed the common sense policy of putting arms inte
hands that are willing to use them. The wisdom of this
policy 1s now amply evident on the many battlefronts of
the war.

Although unable for the above reasons to provide
Ireland with arms, we have done what we could to prevent
hardship and suffering by the Irish people. We have made
avallable to Ireland essential supplies of various kinds.
These have included petroleum and petroleum products,
machinery and auto parts, and chemicals and medical prod-
ucts. Spare parts and motor fuel have been provided for
Irlsh trucks which haul peat, the essential fuel for
heating Irish houses. The American Red Cross has allotted
to Ireland supplies to the amount of $500,000 for use in
the event of emergency. A large portion of these supplies,
to the amount of g155,ooo as of June 30, 1544, have &l -
ready been shipped.

At the present time we are shipping to Canada about
1,000 tons of bunkering coal monthly to replace coal for
Irish vessels carrying grain from Canada to Ireland.

In September 1941, despite the growing shortage of
shipping, the American Covernment made availlable two
merchant ships to help the Irish people carry to their
shores foodstuffs and other supplies of ecritlcd necesasity.
Both of these ships have been sunk, presumably by Axis
submarines. An Axis eubmarine was sighted by the crew
of one of these ships about fifteen hours before 1t was
sunk. In December 1943 the Irish Government again
a&pproached the American Government desiring to purchase
additional ships. The State Department declined to
support this request and the Marltime Commission denied

the



the applieation for ships as not being in the interests
of the United Btates,

On Oetober 15, 1941 and November 6, 1941 the Irish
Government addressed notes to the American Government,
referring to reported aetivitiea of Amerlean technieciane
in Northern Ireland and asking "to be informed offielally
of the purpose of these ametivities and of the intentions
of the American Government." The American Government
replied on November 18, 1941, eiting the President's
statement to the press some weeks previously in regard to
reports that the United States was eonstructing a naval
air base in Northern Ireland. The President had stated
that whatever had been done in thie respect had been
done either under Lend-Lease or as stralght purchase
by the British Government. He added that while Ameriean
workmen were no doubt working on such bases, they were
belng pald by the British Government. The American
Government's reply of November 18, 1941 suggested,
therefore, that in aes much as the Irish Government's
inquiry related to territory recognized by the United
States as part of the United Kingdom and in as much as
the matter of the inquiry coneerned the United Kingdom
and 1te defense measures, the Irlsh Government should
addrese its inquiry to the Government of the Unlted

Kingdom.

Immediately after Pearl Harbor Prime Minilster

de Valera made a speeeh referring to the long and close
friendship between Ireland and Ameriea but stating that
Ireland eould only be & friendly neutral. The President
on December 22, 1941 sent a message to Mr. de Valera
telling him that Ireland's freedom was at stake as well
as our own and expressing the hope that the Irish people,
who love liberty and freedom as dearly as we, would know
how to meet thelr responsibilities in the situation then

exieting.
In January 1942 Ameriecan troops were sent to Northern
Ireland. Prime Minleter de Valersa made a publie speech

protesting against this amction and stating that thie was
a threat to Irish security. Again the President sent a

personal



-

personal medsage to Mr. de Valera on February 26, 1942,
assuring him that there was not the slighteet thought or
intention of invading Iriesh territory or threatening
Irish security, and that the presence of these troope in
Northern Ireland eould only contribute to the securlity
of Ireland. The President added that he wanted to make
it plain to Ireland that when the time came to gather
about the peace table Ireland in its own best interests
ghould not stand alone but should be assoclated with its
traditional friends, ineluding the United States.

At various timee sinece Pearl Harbor the War Department
hae expreseed conecern about Axie espionage in Ireland. In
February 1944, following consultations between the State
Department, the Joint Chiefe of Staff, and the President
thie Government sent a note to the Irish Government requeat-
ing the removal of Axie Consular and Diplomatiec represent-
atives whose presence in Ireland must be regarded as eon-
stituting a danger to the lives of American soldlers and
the success of Allied military operations. Prime Minister
de Valera replied that 1t was impossible for Ireland to
comply with thie request.

Attached are copies of the following documente:

(1) Text of American Government's note of November 18,
1941 to the Irish Government in regard to reported activities
of American technielans in Northern Ireland.

(2) Text of message of December 22, 1941 from the
President to Prime Minleter de Valera in regard to Ireland's

attitude toward the war.

(3) Text of message of February 26, 1942 from the
President to Prime Minlster de Valera regarding the
presence of American troops in Northern Ireland.

(4) Text of Alde-Memoire of November 16, 1942 regard-
ing Axie eeplonage in Ireland,

(6) Text of note delivered to Prime Minister de Valera
on January 6, 1944, explalining why the State Department was

unable
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unable to recommend the sale of additionsl ships to
Ireland.

(6) Text of note delivered to Prime Minister de
Valera on February 21, 1944, requesting the removal of
Axlie representatives in Ireland.

(7) Memorandum of comment by the Secretary of State

on Memorial printed in the Congressional Record, May 8,
1944.

(8) Letter of June 7, 1944 from the Aeting Secretary
of State to the Honorable John A. Danaher.

Documente numbers (3), (5) and (6) have already been
given to the prese as State Department press releases
No. 79, Mareh 11, 1944, No. 78, March 11, 1944, and
No. 73, Mareh 10, 1944, respectively.
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TEXT OF NOTE OF NOVEMBER 18, 1941
FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO THE
IRISH MINIS WASHI

I have taken up with the President your aide-mémoire
of October 15, 1941 and your note of November 6, 1841 in
which you refer to reported activities of American tech-
nielans in Northern Ireland and ask "to be informed
offielally of the purpose of these activities and of the
intentions of the American Government." I am authorized
to make the following reply.

You may recall that at the President's press eon-
ference some weeks ago reference was made to reports
that the United States was eonetrueting a naval alr base
in Northern Ireland. The President commented that what-
ever has been done in thie respeet has been done either
under the Lend-Lease Act or by reason of 8tralght purchase
by the British Government. He stated that Ameriean steel,
for example, has perhaps gone into British bases in the
United Kingdom, in Canada and elsewhere. He added that
Ameriecan workmen were no doubt working on such bases and
that they were being pald for this work by the British
Government.

In a8 much as the inquiry contained in your communi-
eatlion under acknowledgment relates to territory recog-
nized by the Government of the United States a8 part of
the United Kingdom, and in as much as it will be clear
from the statemente I have above made that the matter of
this inquiry ie a question whieh concerns the United King-
dom and 1ts defense measures, I am obliged to suggest
that the inquiry in question should be addressed by the
Irieh Government to the Government of the United Kingdom.



"girs:

"I have received your communication dated Decem-
ber 16, 1941 transmitting extracts from a speech
delivered by Prime Minister de Valera at Cork on Decem-
ber 14. Your communication was immediately forwarded
to the White House where it has been considered by the
President. The President now requests that the follow-
ing message, with which I also desire to associate
myself, be cabled, as a personal message, to Mr. de Valera:

"'I have received, through Mr. Brennan, the
Irish Minister in Washington, certain extracts from
your speech delivered at Gorﬁ on December 14,

“'I note with particular interest your refer-
ence to the long assoclation of friendship and
regard between our two countries, your expressions
of sympathy with the people of the United 3tates
in the present conflict and your declaration of
friendly neutrality on the part of the Irish Gov-
ernment,

"1 fully understand the strong desire of
Ireland, and the desire of every nation not at
war, to avold active partieipation in the present
struggle. Unfortunately, as the experlence of so
many nations, including our own, has so clearly
demonstrated, the desire to avold the wave of
conquest provides little guarantee of national
safety. On the contrary it merely gives to the
aggressor the opportunity to choose the moment
and manner of attack, sometimes carried out most
treacherously.

"'I cannot let this opportunity pass without
repeating what has now become the obvious, namely,
that Axis aggression is now being waged on a
world-wide scale, that until this aggression has
been stopped by furca of arms there is no security
of any nation, great or small,

"FfThese
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"!'These are stern facts which the Irish
people may well ponder today, and I feel that the
American Government would be falling in its duty
of deep friendship if it did not, with the wisdom
of its recent experience undurllne theilr vital
significance to the Irish Government.

"'We do not minimize the task before us but
I need scarcely tell you of the absolute confi-
dence of the American Government and the Ameriean
people in the final triumph of the cause for which
we are now fighting and our determination to carry
the fight through to complete victory, Happily
the vast majority of mankind and the preponderance
of resources are on our side. The assistance which
any nation or any people may give in this struggle
merely speeds the day of vietory and peace and
security for all nations,

"!'Your expressions of gratitude for the long
interest of the United States in Irish freedom are
appreclated. The poliecy of the American Govern-
ment now as in the past contemplates the hope that
all the free institutions, liberties and inde-
pendence which the Irish people now enjoy may be
gguservud for the full enjoyment of the future.

freedom and liberty are to be preserved, they
must now be defended by the human and material
resources of all free nations. Your freedom too
i1s at stake. No longer can it be doubted that the
policy of Hitler and his Axis associates is the
conquest of the entire world and the enslavement
of all mankind.

"'I have every confidence that the Irish
Government and the Irish people, who love liberty
and freedom as dearly as we iiil know how to meet
their responsibilities in the present situation,’

"Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest '
consideration.” I



"I have received, through Mr, Brennan, Irish Min-
ister in Washington, the text of your statement on
January 27, las following the arrival of American
troops in %he British Isles.

"The decision to dispatch troops to the British
Isles was reached in elose consultation with the
British Government as part of our strategie plan to
defeat the Axis aggressors, There was not, and is not
now, the slightest thought or intention of invading
Irish territory or threatening Irish security. Far
from constituting a threat to Ireland, the presence

tribute to the security of Ireland and of the whole
British Isles, as well as furthering our total war
effort.

"I have noted in your previous statements expres-
sions of gratitude for the long interest of the United
States in Irish freedom. The special ties of blood
and friendship between our two countries are recog=-
nized here no less than in Ireland and have never left
us unconcerned with the problems and fate of Ireland,

"At some future date when Axis aggression has
been crushed by the military might of free peoples,
the nations of the earth must gather about a peace
table to plan the future world on foundations of 1ib-
erty and justice everywhere, I think it only right
that I make plain at this time that when that time
comes the Irish Government in its own best interest
should not stand alone but should be associated with
its traditional friends, and, among them, the United
States of America,"



RE DATED ic?}%%;%l
T TO THE IRISH M
NASHINGTON

On October 29 the Minister of Ireland handed to

the Under Secretary of State a memorandum relative to a
published by the War

avy Departments for distribution to the American
forces, The Minister referred orally to certain pas=
sages in the to which the Irish Government
takes exception, elerence was made in particular to
the statement that, "Eire's neutrality is a real danger
to the Allied cause. There, just across the Irish
Channel from embattled England, and not too far from
your own billets in Ulster, the Axis nations maintain
large legations and staffs. These Axis agents send out
weather reports, find out by esplonage what is going on
in Ulster.”

In view of the representations made by the Minister
of Ireland a copy of his memorandum was referred to the
War Department for comment, The War Department has now
replied that information in its files fully substantiates
the statement made in the

Guide
to which objection was made by the Irish is-
er.

Department of State,
Washington, November 16, 1942,



TEXT OF NOTE DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER DE VALERA
ON JANUARY 6, 1944 EY THE AMERICAN MINISTER IN
DUBLIN, THE HONORABLE DAVID GRAY, ON INSTRUCTION
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE

"I have the honor to refer to recent efforts of the
Irish Govermnment, through its officials in Washington,
to obtain additional merchant ships in the United States.
Several weeks ago the Irish Shipping Limited, an agency of
the Irish Goverrment, entered into negotiations with the
States Marine Corporation in New York for the purchase of
the 88 Wolverine, a vessel of Gpproximately eight thousand
tons under charter to the United States war Shipping
Administration. Applicetion was made to the Maritime Com-
mission for approval of the propoged sale and the Irish
Legation in Washington, in & note of December 4, requested
the State Department to recommend to the War Shipping
Administration that the application be approved.

"I am instructed to inform you that the State Depart-
ment in consultation with the President hae given this
matter careful consideration and for the reasons set
forth below has been unable to make the recomnendation
requested by the Irish Government. The United States
Maritime Commission on December 7 denied the application
for the proposed sale as not being in the interests of
the United States,

"You will recall that in September 1941, in the face
of a growing world shortage of shipping, the American
Government made available to the Irish Government by
charter two American merchant ships. These two ships
have now both been destroyed and, in view of all the cir-
cunstances, we must assume they were destroyed by Axis
;uhmlrineu.[rThn aT;riﬁan Ga:ernmant u?ﬂer;;anda that t?a

rish Pine ormer the West Hematite) sailed from Ireland

ctober 28, 1942 and failsd Fo arrive at its destination
and that the Irish Oask (formerly west Neris) was torpedoed
on the morning of May 15, 1943 in open daylight and under
conditions of good visibility. Although no definite
information seems to be aval lable rufarﬁing the precise
manner of the sinking of the Irish P ne, the torpedoing

of the Irish Qak appears to have been E-rinitaly estab-
lished, as well as the fact that a German submarine was
observed by the crew of the Irish Oak some hours prior to
the sinking. The sinking of the Irlsh Oak, which you
have rightly described as a 'wanton and Thexcusable act,!
and of other Irish ships must be presumed in the absence

of
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of evidence to the contrary to be the work of Axls submar-
ines in their campalgn of indiscriminate warfare agalnst
all ships whether belligerent or neutral,.

"In chartering the West Hematite (Irish Pine) and the
West Neris (Irish Oak) to the Irish Government Ehe Americen
Goverrment was motlvated by the most friendly considera-
tions and by the sole purpose of helping the Irish Govern-
ment and the Irish people to carry to their shores food-
stuffs and other supplies of critical necessity. This, of
courss, constitutes only a part of the efforts of the
Amerlcan Govermment since the outbreak of the war to assist
the Irlish people in obtaining needed supplies. The charter-
ing of these ships to the Irish Government represented a
real sacrifice on the part of the United States at & time
when shipping space was most badly needed. The Irish Gov-
ermment sailed these ships with distinct neutral markings
and they carried supplies in no way connected with the war.
The action of the Axis submarines in sinking these ships
without warning is, therefore, to repeat your own language,
a 'wanton and inexcusable act.?

"So far as the American Government is informed, the
Irish Government has teken no steps against the Axls Gov-
ernments and, thus far, has offered no word of protest to
the Axis Governments against these wanton acts. Theas
repeated attacks on Irish ships appear toc be conclusive
proof, 1f further proof were needed, that the Axis powers
are in fact malking war upon Ireland while at the same time
using Ireland's friendship to the detriment of the United
Nations war effort. The loss of the West Hematite (Irish
Pine) and the West Nerls (Irish Qauk) F&s harmed not only
Treland but the United States, to whom those vessels
belonged, and the whole United Nations war effort.

"The fact that ships sailing under the Irish flag
bear distinct neutral markings and travel fully lighted
at nlght should make them lmmune from belligerent attack
but in reality serves only to make them easy targets for
Nazl submarines. Any further ships transferred to the
Irish flag would be subjected to these same hazards.

"In view of the foregolng circumstances, it is
regretted that the State Department cannot comply with
your request that it recommend to the Maritime Commission
the approval of the sale now in gquestion."



JERED TO PRIME MINISTER DE

EBHUARY 944, BY THE AMERIGAN MINISTER IN ]
ON_INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

"Your Excellency will recall that in your speech at
Cork delivered on the fourteenth of December 1941 you
expressed sentiments of speclal friendship for the Amer-
lcan people on the occaslon of thelr entry into the pres-
ent war and closed by saying, 'The poliey of the state
remains unchanged. We can only be a friendly neutral.'
As you will also recall, extracts of thls speech were
transmitted to the President by your Minister in Wash-
ington. The President, while conveying his appreciation
for this expression of frlendship, stated his confidence
that the Irish Government and the Irish people, whose
freedom 1s at stake no less than ours, would know how to
meet thelr responsibllities in this sltuatian.

"It has become increasingly apparent that despite
the declared desire of the Irish Government that its
neutrality should not operate in favor of either of the
belligerents, it has in fact operated and continues to
operate in favor of the Axls powers and agalnst the
United Nations on whom your security and the maintenance
of your national economy depend., One of the gravest and
most inequitable results of this situation is the oppor-
tunity for highly organized espionage which the geo-
gr:ihiﬁa.l position of Ireland affords the Axis and
denles the United Nations., Situated as you are in close
proximity to Britain, divided only by an intangible
boundary from Northern Ireland, where are situated impor-
tant American bases, with continuous traffic to and from
both countries, Axls agents enjoy almost unrestricted
opportunity for bringing military information of vital
importance from Great Britain and Northern Ireland into
Ireland and from there transmitting i1t by various routes
and methods to Germany. No opportunity corresponding to
this 1s open to the United Nations, for the Axis has no
military dispositions which may be observed from Ireland.

"We do not guestion the good faith of the Irish
Government in its efforts to suppress Axis esplonage.
Whether or to what extent it has succeeded in preventing
acts of esplonage against American shipping Amerlcan
foreces in Great Britain and Northern Ireland is, of
course, impossible to determine with certainty. Never-
theless 1t is a fact that German and Japanese diplomatic

and
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and consular representatives still continue to reside
in Dublin and enjoy the speclal privileges and immuni-
ties customarily accorded to such officlals. That Axis
representatives in neutral countries use these specilal
privileges and immunitles as a cloak for esplonage acti-
vities agalnst the United Nations has been demonstrated
over and over again, It would be nalve to assume that
Axis agencles have not exploited conditions to the full
in Ireland as they have in other countries. It is our
understanding that the German Legation in Dublin, until
recently at least, has had 1n 1ts possession a radio
sending set. This 1s evidence of the intention of the
German Government to use this means of communication.
Supporting evidence 1s furnished by the two parachutists
equipped with radle sending sets recently dropped on
your territory by German planes.

"As you know from common report, United Nations mili-
tar{ operations are in preparation in both Britain and
Northern Ireland., It 1s tal that information from
which may be deduced thelr nature and direction should
not reach the enemy, Not only the sueccess of the opera-
tions but the lives of thousands of United Nations!
soldlers are at stake,

"We request therefore, that the Irish Government
take appropriate steps for the recall of German and
Japanese representatives in Ireland. We should be lack-
ing in candor if we did not state our hope that this
action will take the form of severance of all diplomatie
relations between Ireland and these two ecountrles. You
will, of course, readily understand the compelling rea-
sons why we ask as an absolute minimum the removal of
these Axls representatives whose presence in Ireland
must inevitably be regarded as constituting a danger to
the lives of Amerlecan soldlers and to the success of
Allied military operations.

"It is hardly necessary to point out that time is
of extreme importance and that we trust Your Excellency
will favor us with your reply at your early convenience."



Memorandum of Comment by Secretary of State on

Memorial Printed in Congressional hecord,

May 8, 1944

On Mey B, 1944 the Honorable David I. Walsh presented
to the Senate several memorials from his constituents in
Massachusetts, "remonstrating against the policy of the
State Department in regard to the neutrality of Eire".

The text of one of the memorials in question was printed
in the Congressional Record of May 8, as follows:

"The undersigned American citizens, many of
whom have immediate relatives in the armed services,
respectfully disagree with the policy of our State
Department in its effort to force the peoples of Eire
to abandon their neutrality for these reasons

"1.

"2,

'IE.

"4,

"5,

The peoples of the United States of America
and of Ireland have malntained a strong and
unbroken friendship over our history, and
the Irish people still cherish that friend-
ship.

Hesponsible British officials have repeat-
edly expressed a desire to repossess
Ireland, and are not unwilling toc use any
State Department, ours included, to
accomplish that purpose.

There is little opportunity for espionage
afforded six Nazi-Nipponese representa-
tives in Eire who must be under the con-
atant survelllance of American, Irish,
and EBritish secret-service men.

In the First World War, Ireland accepted
the promises of world leaders, and
volunteered an army of 350,000 men =--
one-tenth of her population =-- while Eng-
land was conscripting her army. The Irish
dead numbered twlce the Belglan dead, yet
all promises to small nations were repudi-
ated in Ireland's case.

To bring & neutral nation into military

association by force of one kind or another
is to emulate the Nazl philecsophy end bring
our war purposes and l1deals into disrepute.

"We
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"We respectfully suggest the immediate applica-
tion of the principles of the Atlantic Charter to
Ireland. This can be done without awalting final
victory or without disturbing our war effort."

I do not think this memorial should stand on the
record unanswered.

This memorial, I assume, refers to the request made
by the American Government to the Irish Government on
February 21, 1944 for the removal of Axis consular and
diplomatic representatives in Ireland whose presence there
has constituted a danger to the lives of Americen soldiers
and to the success of Allied military operations.

I am happy to believe that the overwhelming majority
of American citizens, including American citizens of Irish
birth or Irish extraction, have appreciated the clrecum-
stances giving rise to this request and have fully supported
the action taken by this Government. Hundreds of persons
from all parts of the country have written me expressing
their approval, and many have urged that the American
Government teke whatever steps might be necessary to com-
pel Ireland to remove Axis representatives who are in &
position to spy against Americen forces and fmericen mili-
tary coperations.

Apparently the persons who have 8igned thelr names to
the memorials in question do not fully understend the
Amerlcan request or the reasons for it.

The compelling circumstances giving rise to the
request for the removal of Axie representatives in Irelend
were clearly set forth in the American Goverrment's note
of February 21, 1944 to the Irish Government.

The memorial quoted above refers to the "strong and
unbroken friendship" between the people of the United
States and the people of Ireland. These speciel tles of
blood and friendship have always been recognized by the
American Govermment and, in fact, encouraged us to hope
that the Irish Govermment might take the steps requested
by the American Government for the protection of American
lives and military operations. The Irish Goverrment,
nevertheless, declined to comply with our request.

As




—

ol

As Prime Minister de Valera stated in his speech of
December 14, 1941 there is scarcely a family in Ireland
that does not have & member or near relative in the
United States. These Americans of Irish blood end back-
ground are loyal Americen citizens and are making their
full contribution to the war in every way. They are
contributing their full share of fighting men for duty in
the armed forces overseas, Flghting with these Americen
soldiers of Irish blood are many tens of thousands of
other Irishmen from Great Eritain and other countries of
the British Commonwealth, and including Ireland itself.
Any steps to help safeguard the lives of these men and of
all those fighting with them must surely strike a sympa-
thetic chord in the hearts of Irishmen everywhere. In
making the request of the Irish Goverrment, however, the
American Government was not asking & special favor on the
basls of Irish-American friendship. It was merely asking
that steps be taken to ensure that Irish neutrality shall
not be used by the Axls powers to harm the United States
and the United Nations.

The statement in the memorisl that British officlals
"are not unwilling to use any State Department” 1s &n
obvious suggestion that the American Government was
influenced by the British Goverrment to make this request
of the Irish Govermment. Such an implication is utterly
untrue and without any foundation whatscever. The
Amerlican Government made this approach to the Irish Gov-
ernment entirely on its own initiative and in view of its
obvious duty of taking every possible precaution to safe-
guard the lives of many hundreds of thousands of American
soldiers in the Eritish Isles who were about to embark
upon hazardous military operations and who are at this
moment engaged in these operations. The fact that mili-
tary operations have now been launched Against the Conti-
nent of Europe does not remove the dangers resulting from
the presence of Axis representatives in Ireland.

The memorial states: "There is little opportunity
for espionage" by Axls representatives in Irelend. I
might point out that the Irish Goverrment has not denied
that the German Legation in Dublin until recently has had
in 1ts possession a radie sending set; nor has the Irish
Government denled that Axis agents, equipped with radio
sending sets, have been dropped on Irish territery by
German planes. The fact that five parachutists are known

to
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to have landed in Ireland and to have been captured by

the Irish Government cennot preclude the possibility,
indeed 1t adds to the likelihood, that others have landed
and have not been apprehended by the Irish smathorities.

I understand that one parachutist, for example, remained

at large in Ireland for eighteen months and that $20,000

in American bills were found in the room which he occcupled
in Dublin. I understand that another of the German
parachutist fliers, who was apprehended shortly after land-
ing and sentenced to imprisomnment, later mysteriously
escaped and remained at large for six weeks. It 1s evi-
dent that Axls sples could not remain at large in Ireland
for such long periods without assistance from some guarter.
The Germean Government evidently considers it possible for
German agentes in Ireland to send information to Germany

by radioc, otherwlise they would not have equipped their
sples as well as thelr Legation with radio sending apparatus.

The memorial refers to the use of force "to bring
a neutral nation into militery association". I should
like to emphasize that no force whatscever has been
exercised by us against Ireland. Indeed the Irish Gov=-
ermment was glven specific assurances that the use of
military force against Ireland was not contemplated.
Nor has there been any question of asking Ireland to come
into military assoclation with us or even abandoning her
neutrality. It may be noted that a number of other
friendly nations have found it in their own interest to
break diplomatic relations with the Axis nations, a step
golng beyond that requested of the Irish Goverrment,
without participating in the war or assuming the status
of belligerents.

The Americen Goverrment has at no time guestioned
Ireland's right to remein neutral, although it has doubted
the wisdom of such a pollicy from the viewpolnt of Ire-
land's own best interests. Nor has the American Govern-
ment even asked Ireland to break diplomatic relations
with the Axls countrles, although the American Govermment
would naturally like to see such relations severed com=-
pletely. If the Irish Government considers its relations
with Germany and Japan of such importance that diplomatiec
relations with those countriss must be continued, mainte=-
nance of such relations through Irish representatives
stationed in those countrlies would at least not constitute
a direct denger to the lives of members of the American
armed forces.
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The memorial, finally, suggests "the immediate
application of the principles of the Atlantie Charter to
Ireland". The memorial does not specify the respects in
which the principles of the Atlantic Charter are believed
to be applicable to Ireland. However, I would like to
call attention to & statement which I made in a speech of

23, 1942 in which I emphasized the obligations which
the Atlantic Charter imposes upon each nation as well as
the amssurances which it pledges. In this speech I stated,
in part, as follows:

"The pledge of the Atlantic Charter is of a
system which will give every nation, large or
small, a greater assurance of stable peace,
greater opportunity for the reallization of its
aspirations to freedom, and greater facilitles
for materlal advancement. But that pledge im-
plies an obligation for each nation to demonstrate
ites capaclty for stable and progresslve govern=-
ment, to fulfill scrupulously its established
duties to other nations, to settle its interna-
tionsl differences and disputes by none but peace-
ful methods, and to make 1ts full contribution to
the maintenance of enduring peace."

I have commented at length on the above memorisl
because I believe it important that this matter be clearly

understood.
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Ireland which does not have a member or near relative in
the United States, These ties of blood and friendship
have given Ireland a special place in the hearts of the
American people, During the course of years the Irish
have made many appeals aeross the seas - appeals which
have never falled to be received with the greatest
sympa and friendship by their American cousins, and
to which their American cousins have invariably replied
with their wholehearted consideration and support.

For the first time in history the American Government
recently made a request of the Irish - a request that they
close existing centers of espionage and thus help safe-
guard the lives of American boys fighting a mortal enemy,
We did not ask them to go to war, nor to abandon their
neutrality, nor to break relations with the Axis powers -
although many other countries have found it in their owmn
interest to sever relations without, however, participat-
ing in the war or assuming the status of h-lixnr-ntl.

We merely asked them to take steps to insure that Irish
neutrality would not be used by the Axis powers to harm
the cause of the United States and the United Nations -
for which cause a great many Irish boys are also fighting.

We believed that our request was a reasonable one, and
would strike a sympathetiec ehord in the hearts of Irishmen
eve re., We belleved, too, that such action would be
in best interests of the Irish people. But, as you
know, our request was denied.

The inciant Order of Hibernians in the preamble to
the resolution they are asking you to sponsor, pledge
their loyalty, fidelity and continued support to the
American Government in its "all-out endeavor of winning
the war on every battle front“, It was to this same end
that our request was addressed to the Irish Government.

The enclosures to your letter are returned to you
in accordance with your wishes,

S8ineerely yours,

E. R. BH'I'.I'IIIIIE, Jr,
Aeting Seeretary
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Dear Franklin : Things are going on pretty well here , I think our
tough attitude has inecreased respsct for us ., The Irish despise soft
headad‘mugs‘. The Secretary very kindly sent me a copy of his report to
you on Irish relations and the supporting pepers . I thought 1t very godd,
I also thought there was no point in releasing it at the presnt. As I have
told you before,I think our Iriah policy should be conducted primarily
with reference to political cundit;ons in America snd to the end of
proteeting the Administration from pressure group att cks on our foreign
policy . This you have done and we are 1in a much better position if there
has to be a showdown than we wWere.

On September 22 I made a formal oral reqguest to Lr. De'alera for assur
ances regarding Axis War criminals. As I reported he was very sour
about it . It put him on the same spof as our note about axis missions,
I told him that it was not an ultimatum and that thers was no threat in
the teck ground . He of course knew that I was referréng to his misrepre-
gsentation of tﬁgfggiajto his owy people. On September 27 Lxternal affairs
galled me up about another maetter and I asked Joe walshe when he was
going to give us an answer to the request of September 22. He appeared
depressed but said " In a couple of days " Five days have passed and no
answer. It is hard to beleive thatqg:.wtll say " No" but 1 think he
will hedge his reply so that it wilgjitggggthan our hand against pressire|
group action. If he should auy"nu: as He would like , that would be best,
kg is getting his people whom I econtinue to like and believe in into
a very bad position in every way . I hope that we have nipped off

an attempt by some self seeking doctors and by the 1r:l.ah Government
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to equip or partially equip an ;riah hospital unit for “Ye¥aulle with
American Red Cross supplies now in Ireland for the security of the
“rish people. I recommended to the Bepartment that until the Eire
Government assured us that the emergency was &t an end we could not
contemplate releasing supplies that had been placed in Ireland for
the protection of the #rish people « If assurances were given the
question of what was surplus would be examined,but the allocation of this
surplus would have to be by the imerican “ed Cross, De Valera has never
broken with Viely . When Vichy disappeared the <rish minister went to
faris . Now he wants to get solid with De“aulle because he knows Déiaulll
is out to make trnuhle,and in a general way to obtain credit for
htimanitarian aetion . Its in line with his sending £100.000 to the
layor of Calecutta for the famine sufferers. It got there too late to be
used for food but was anfpted for buying clothes . The ﬂﬁd Cross in
Washington =ent telegrams which did not discourage rthia proposal
as 1 think it should have been discouraged but I think I have made the
situation uleﬁr. If a flu epidemic should sweep Eurcpe and ;reland
should be with ou::zmﬂriaan fegd Cross stores it would be inexcusable on
our part. My belief is that when the war is over you should give what
hes not been expended to the iriuh people, It has never been generally
understung::hat the Irish ®ed Cross paj not had title to the supplies
but has only been trustee.
We enjoyed your speech at the Teamsters . God help you.
ATt
Br-A

—
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fersonally typed

Dear Boss :

The ﬁapartment ' 1 think ,hus handled this VWar Criminals
versus Eire situation extraordinarily well. I deteect your fine
Italian hand in letting peValer's reply speak for itself , leaving
the matter to the journalistiec wolves. 1 fear we can't get the
American comment printed here honestly, but if they select pleces £ge
from the father Guughlin:;:;ss I will,off the record jtell LUaValera
thet he is being foolish &s it will all come out scme day,

I expect shortly to write the Gecretary & report on what we
believa to be a crystalization of Oritist Post war poliey toward
Eire. They obviously have the choiece of saying, are you out or in?

I think they will do neither but trust tc time end apeasement to
bring the lost sheep back. No clear headed Lnglishman should want
Eire baok on any basis savoring of the old regime . It is %o
Engzland's adventage to have Lire self governmening as lew York is
self governmening . For +the benefit of each ,there should be a
federal bond. Each needifederated security and federated freedom of
trade, How to bring this about is tga-ﬁritish problem snd e irish
the letbeow —
tno’though b 4 don't realize it., Appeasement and * Wait and sSeen
is to my mind the worst way of going about this . But it is none of
our business how the Jritish settle their problem as long as they
oth ‘ |
do not brutalize Ireland an P lose the support of imerican liberal

Irish

opinioen and atrangthan( nationalist sentiment 4in America which is

now at a low ebb, thank God, There is reason to believe that

serious trouble will break out in Northern Ireland fomented by
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DeValera and Cardinal licCrory when some thirty thousand workers from
Eire are dismissed on the return of discharged soldiers and told
be
to go baek to the south., The 1line] taken is that they are being expalld)
L]

from their owy country. This will touch the I.R.A. off again I fear.

It will have to be carsfully and courageously handled,
What a wonderful campaign you made ! I shall be resigning
shortly but es long as you find me useful I'm on the job,

4
e A O

AT
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March 8, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOE THE PEESIDENT

Subject: Air Agreement ¥ith Ireland

In sccordance with your request I attach

¢ draft reply to the Prime Minister's meesage

number 904.
:',"/;im b b K
Acting Cecretary

Encloeure:

Draf 1 s Digt. Lok, W55

Draft reply

to Prime By 4. Scnmable DafER L) 1972

Minister.
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0: THE PRIME MINISTER

I am surprised at your 904. There must have been some
misunderstanding of my position. Furthermore, the clrcum-
stances of the agreement with Ireland were fully explained to
your people, Cadogan in particular, at Yalta,

During the latter days of the Chicago Conference
when 1t became inoreasingly doubtful that full agreement
on aviation would be reached on a multilateral basis we
held preliminary discussions looking toward bilateral
agreements, as Berle publioly stated, with a number of
Sountries represented there. Ireland was naturally one
of these in view of its obvious Eeograrhic importance to
American air routes. The Agreement followed the standard
form drawn up with the asslstance of your people at
Chicagoe and in no way preludloes your right to make
simllar arrangements. In the eircumstances we saw no
need to do more than advise Jour people, which we suthorized
Uray to do, before slgnature. One hour before the
scheduled time of slgnature a oopy of your 897 was brought
to the attention of Acting Seoretary Grew, He adviged
me that in view of your message he was poe tponing
elgnature until February 3 %o give me time to comment
but that, the negotlations having been satisfactorily
ooncluded, we oould not in good falth refuse to 8lgn nor
could we risk the damage to Anglo-American relations
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which would result should it become known that your
Governnment had objeoted to our conoluding this sgresment
with Ireland. I saw no reason to instruct the State
Department not to slgm on February 3 and I fully approve
of ite actlon. There can of course be no question

of annuling the agreement. I am sorry but there it

ls.

I fully realize your concern on political grounds
and your opinion, which I share, of Ireland's role during
the war. We instructed Gray to make olear to the Irish
that signature of the agreement indlcated no change what-go-
ever in our attitude toward Ireland any more than our
signature of a similar sgreement with Spain indicated any
change in our attitude toward Franco.

Thie agreement is however a post war matter. You
will recall how earnestly I endeavored to securs your
cooperation on the future of aviation during the Chicago
Conference. These bilateral aviatlion ggreements were
made necessary by the fallure of that conferenee to reach
a multilateral agreement permitting the natursl davelopment
of aviation., While 1 fully understand your own position,
I think 1%t only falr to tell you that aviation circles
in thies country are becoming increasingly suspielous that
certaln elements in Kngland intend to try to block the
development of international flying in general until the

Britich avistion industry 1s further developed., Of course
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any feeling of complacence, even though wholly unwarranted
at any time, on the part of the Irish has now been somewhat
deflated by thelr being left out of the San Frenclsco

Conference.
DECLASSIFIED
B
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