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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 144h, 1933,

My dear Mr. Prime Minister:-

I am asking Ambassador
Long, who is a very old personal friend of mine,
to give you this note when he presents his
credentials. I only wish that I might have
the opportunity to see you myself, to give you
my greetings and to talk over many things in
which you and I have a common interest,

May I tell you how much
I appreciated my talks with Signor Jung? His
frankness, his complete understanding of our
mutual problems, and his delightful personality
gave me great pleasure and great confidence.
Thank you for sending him.

Those two very wonderful
volumes have thrilled me, not only because of
their great artistic merit, but also because
Vergil and Horace were my favorites in my student
days - and I shall keep them among my treasures.
When I am gone they will repose in the Library
of Congress.

And in the meantime they
will be symbols of the greatness of the spirit
and understanding of the Italian people - and
of you their leader whom I hope some day to meet.



e

I am, my dear Mr. Mussolini,

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

His Excellency
Signor Benito Mussolini,
Head of the Government,
Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Italy,
Rome,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 4, 1933,

Dear Mr, President:

1 beg to call to your attention a
very interesting and confidential telegram
from Ambassador Long, under yesterday's date,
in which he reports the substance of recent
conversations between Hitler and the French
representative in Berlin, The telegram is
excellently prepared and is a real contribu-
tion.

Faifhfully yours,

The President

f#(
The White House, ﬂ f
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. DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE
WABHINGTON

February 21, 1935

My dear Mr. President:

With respect to the letter from Ambassador Long
at Rome dated February 3, I wish to state that I re-
celved from Mr. Long on February 1 a cable, in which
he stated that he had taken up the matter of the poa-
aibility_ar cotton trade with Suyigh. The cable con-

tained no information as to what he had in mind. The
State Department had no information about Mr. Long's
conversation, before leaving the United States, with
Oscar Johnston, Morgenthau, Wallace, and others on
the matter of cotton trade.

On February 3, the same day that he wrote his
letter to you, Mr. Long sent a cable stating that he
had talked with Signor Mussolini and that Signor
Mussolini had aikod if there were a chance that we
could have some agreement on some few articles so as
to make some immediate advance in the volume of trade,

and

The President,
The White House.
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and that he hoped that some such arrangement might

be arrived at in advance of the more general arrange-
ments to follow, Mr, Long said that he had replied
that he thought this was possible.

In reply to his cable, I wired that it was not
clear what he had specifically in mind, There had
been some earlier proposal with respect to raw silk.

I pointed out that raw silk was already on the free
list, and that if any arrangement carried a definite
obligation to purchase raw silk, some agency of the
Government would have to buy this silk and distribute
it, an arrangement which would obviously present diffi-
culties. I pointed out that a preliminary trade agree-
ment containing a' few items could not be made until
after public hearings had been held, and that the
ennouncement for such hearings had already been made
for March 11, 1935, and that if preliminary arrange-
ments were entered into in advance of such hearings,
American protected interests could charge that they
had not been heard., I asked Mr, Long to give ue an
expression of his views &s to what might be done under
these circumstances, and stated that it would be most
helpful if he could secure from 8ignor Mussolini and
hie officials any suggestions that they might have,

Mr,
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Mr. Long replied the next day, February 6, 1934,
expressing his gratitude for my exposition of the
situation. He stated that he had made 1t eclear in his
conversations that the American Government was not able
to purchase commodities of any kind, and that the pur=-
chase of silk was therefore out of the question. He
had suggested that they find some other items of Italien
origin which might be considered in an arrangerent which
would protect the market in Italy for American cotton.
He stated further that he would now walt until they
epproached hlm and then report to us.

I think the foregoing exchange of vliews between the
Ambassador and the Department since his letter of
February 3, 1934, to you, has brought us all abreast of
the situation and that we are now in a position to give
careful conslderation to any suggestions which the
Italian officlals might make. I am enclosing coples of
all the telegrams relating to this matter. As these
telegrams were transmitted in one of the Department's
confidentlal codes, it would be appreclated if they could
be returned to the Department at the President's con-
venlence for appropriate disposition.

Falthfully yours,

Enclosures:
As above



ETHIOPIAN MOBILIZATION ORDER.

This is a perfect example of a streamlined operations order.

If they didn't win it wasn't the fault of their order!

"ihen this order is received all men and all
boys able to earry a spear will go to Addis Ababa,
Every married man will bring his wife to cook and
wash for him. Every unmarried man will bring any
unmarried woman he can find to cook and wash for him,
Women with babies, the blind, and those toc aged or
infirm to carry a spear are excused, Anyone found at

home after receiving this order will be hanged."
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AMERTOAN OONSULATE
Nairobi, Colony of Kenya, Africa.
June 25, 1935,

BUBJEOT; Italian Activities in Italian Somaliland,

THE HONORABLE
THE BEQORETARY OF BTATE,
WABHINGTON,
BIR:
I have the honor to submit the following in-
formation regarding the activities of the Italian
Army in Italian Bomaliland which was related to me

by one Mr, Petersen, a traveling representative of
the Omaterpillar Tractor Company who viplted that
area during the latter part of May., In submitting
this information it is not my intention to encroach
upon the political reporting activities of other
Ooneulates, but it is believed that some of the im-
formation may help to augment that already submit-
ted to the Department,

At the time of Mr, Petersen's vislt to Italian
Somaliland there were some 38,000 Italian troops
stationed in and about Mogadisoic, Most of thease
are understood to ba frém the south of I‘t_lljr and

are inclined to be sour and unruly, COConsequently,
one unit of Black Shirte has been brought in for po-
lice duty, In addition to the Itallan troops there
are gome 30,000 Bomali troops under arme, Oaptain

Vivian

T
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Vivian Ward, a retired British army officer reeid-
in in Fairobi, who has had considerable experi-
ence with Somall troops, ventures the opinion that
the Italian Government will be very foolieh if it
places much dependence upon the Somali troops eince
they are known to be extremely unreliable,

It is understood that 32,000 additional Ital-
ian troope are expected to arrive in Mogadiscio dur-
ing June and that 800 more Black Shirte will also
arrive to augment the unit now on duty there,

On May 24th a parade of all the trcops and
equipment in the area was held at Mogadiscio, In
addition to the troope mentioned above the follow-

ing equipment was cbeerved:- 39 planes, about equal—

ly divided between fighters and bombers; 40 small
tanks; and 36 - 75 millimeter field piau;;j_‘E; wag
not known what equipment in the way of artillery,
et cetera, would accompany the troops expected to
arrive during June,

No barracke have as yet been provided, and all
the troops are guartered under canvas, among the

sand dunee eurrounding Mogadiscio, A4ll of the wells

in the vicinity are brackish, and all water used for

s rmcil = S
the troope must be dietilled from sea water, Ap-

—————_ =

paratue for distillatioll appears to be limited and
water is rationed, the allowance for all purpoases

being two litres per day per person, About once a
week fE;_trunp: are marched to the beach for a bath,
but by the time they have marched back to the ocamp
in a temperature of 100 to 130° F,, the salutary
affeots



=S

effects of the bath have been dissipated,

The region produces no foodastuffe except ba-
nanas, and all meates and vegetables must be import-
ed, To date the importations have not kept pmce
with needs and the trocops are all on short rations,
Ae a repult of flies and the bad water available,

& goodly mumber of the troope are suffering from
dysentery,

The harbor of Mogadiscio will acoommodate a
maximum of 16 vessels, but due to the lack of equip-
ment and labor only two vessels can be unloaded at
one time, Vessels are forced to anchor about one
mile out and are unloaded into Arab dhows. Oonse-
quently, in rough weather all loading or unloading
operations muet cease, After being off-loaded into
dhows the carge ie taken to the docks, The port fa-
cllities comprise one deck about 120' long, on which
there is one ten ton orane which will not handle ten
tons and one three ton orane, As a result of the
limited facilities the shortest time taken to un-
load one ship is three days, while some vessels
have remained as long as thirty-three daye before
unloading was completed. Mogadiscio has & normal
population of only 800 and, although every able-
bodied man in town is employed, the labor shortage
is most moute and the Italians are now attempting
to recruit additional labor elsewhere,

There are no warehouses or other facilitdes for
storing supplies and to date no material has been
imported either for the construction of warehouses

or of
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or of barracke, Several large shipments of flour
and cement were imported just prior to the advent
of the rainy seasson and were stored in large stacks
on the shore with not even any sort of waterproof-
ing covering to protect them from the rain. Ae a
result the gru..::u portion has been ruined, %

In order to facilitate troop movements the
Italiane are constructing three roads from the
coast to the Abyesinian border, The main road
will run from Mogadiecio in a nmorth-westerly di-
rection. The other two roade will start at pointe
north and eouth of Mogadiscio and will tend to con-
verge with the Mogadiscic road as they approach the
Abyesinian border, To date little progress has been
made exept on the mailn road from Mogadiscio, for
which the Italiane have imported pix 40 H.,P, Cater-
pillar Diesel Tractors.

Although Mogadisclo 1s approximately 250 miles
from the Abyesinian border, the Italian forces have
constructed a complete system of entrenchments and
barbed wire entanglements in a semi-circle nine
miles from Mogadisoclo, Whether these entrenchmentas
will be used for training purposes only or shether
the Italians expeot to make a last stand there
ehould they be driven that far from the Abyesinian
border is not known,

It ie recognized in Mogadiscio that the Ital-
ian Government can not expect to commence any seri-
cus war-fare until after the monscon period, which

laste during May, June and July, During this per-

iod
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iod the sea is almost invariably rough which ham-
pere the loading and unloading of ships, and the
rain which accompanies the monsoon will effectually
prevent any operations on a large scale inland,

Well informed perecne in Mogadiscio make no hesita-

e —

tion about uring that utiu hostilities will com-
mence about Bnptnnhur 1at and that 1hun the Ital-

ians consider themselves sufficiently prepared, a
series-of incidences or btorder clashes will be ore-
ated which will be used as an excuse for sending
troops into Abyssinia. It would appear, however,
that unless the Italian Government goes about ite
war preparatione in a much more bueinesslike manner
than it has to date, they may find themselves Beri-
ouely embarrassed by lack of equipment and supplies
and by elckness among her troops.

An amueing incident in connection with the pur-
chasing of supplies in Kenya for the Italian Govern—
ment has ccourred., The local firm of Mitchell Cotte
& Jompany has obtalned the authority for the purchase
of all foodetuffs and other supplies needed for the
Italian troops which may be obtained in East Africa,
About two weeks ago a large order for various thinge
was received and the first item on the list read:-—
"EOO ladies of easy virtuen, Although Kenya has &
reputation abroad for a singular lack of morals a-
mong ite white settlers, people in Nairobi felt that
this was going a little too far., It is understood
that thie portion of the order wae passed on to con-

nectione
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nections in Bombay who are in a better position to
fi111 the order than ie the local firm,

Respectfully yours,
(8igned) Robert B, Streeper

Robert B, Streeper
American Consul,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1835,

Dear Mr., President:
I enclose two interesting tele-
grams from Parie, dated July 13th and 14th,
respectively, They indicate clearly the
way the wind ie blowing between Italy and
Ethiopia,
Faithfully yours,

Al

The President
The White House,
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be-
fore being communicated
to anyone (B) PARIS

Dated July 13, 1935
Rec'd 3:05 p.m.

Secretary of State,

Washington, D.C.

RUSH, 5081, July 13, 5 p.m.

URGENT AND Couidiabiiel], 0R THI SECRITARY

I saw Laval this afternoon accompanied by Tuck
and cormunicated to him the sense of your 270, July
11, 1 pum, and 275, July 11, B p.ms He replied that he
is equally anxious to avold war that he believes that
i1t might be avoided by Italian mandate over Abyssinia
which would give Italy territorial concessions, econ-
omic advantages and a form of nﬁminiatfntive control
but he does not know whether that would be adceptable
toc the Emperor. Laval expressed himself ag willing fo
cooperate with United Stated and Ingland to settle the
dispute if that could be arranged. I told him of your
expressed ignorance of details of controveray to which
he replied that he had no knowledge of Mussolini's
reply to Eden in Rome except published reports

fle feels that Italy is bent on war if war is

necessary to accomplish her purpose. In regard to my

question



e
From Paris July 13, #541

questlion as to the effect on Burope of sending four
hundred thousand Italian troops to Abyssinia he said

"that 13 Mussolini's business--not mine,"

STRAUS

CIE
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- PARIS
fore being communicated
to anyone, (B) Dated July 14, 1935

Recld 1!05 p- Mas

Secretary of 3tate,

Washington,

RUSH

592, July 14, 3 p. M

aaNeeeeme=ms, 0R THE SECRITARY,

Saw Italian Ambassador to France it anniversary
review this morning. In answer to my guestion he sald
that in his opinion war in Abyssinia is insvitable;
that British Ambassador here had suggested to Laval
a meeting between Mussolini, Laval and Hoare in an
endeavor to find a solution that might avold an armed
conflict; that Laval had telephoned to Mussolini, and
that Mussolini had replied that discussion would not

alter his determination to maintain his position.

STRAUS
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE !///’x i

WASHINGTON

August 9, 1935

Dear Mr. Preeident:

Referring again to your deeire to be kept
informed in regard to the health of Itallan troops
now in East Africa, I beg to enclose for your in-
formation a memorandum on the subject which has
been prepared for me by our Divislon of Near
Eastern Affairs. It ie true that most of the
information contained in our despatches is based
on rumors and reports, but read together they
present a rather definite picture.

I also bring to your attention a telegram
just received from our Embassy at Rome, with
regard to the same subject. We h;;e yet to hear

from our new effort to obtain information from

Port Said.

mhm@
The President, j&Cb"‘- %

The White House.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DHHNHWHHRMWHHMHHB
Avgust 8, 1935,

In connection with the interest recently ex-
pressed by the President in obtaining information
Tegarding the number and health of troope now being
invalided home to Italy from East Africa, I have had
& search made of all despatches from Rome on the
eubject of the Italo-Ethiopian dispute and think
the following excerpts may be of some value, al-
though it will be noted that most of the information
is hgaad on rumore and reports:

"It is .... rumored that the morale of the
troops in Somalia is not good and that they are
suffering gréatly from the excessive heat, lack of
an adequate water supply and from unsatisfactory
sanitary conditions". (Despatch #1077 from Rome,
May 3, 1935).

"It is reported that some 50% of the orews on
the transporte used in the East African gervice are
demanding a transfer to some other service on account
of impaired health and overwork incidental to tropical
conditions”, (Despatch #1108 from Rome, May 23, 1935),

"Rumors concerning serious outbreaks of illness
amung the Italian troops and workmen in East Africa
continue to be heard. A report, attributed to the
American Consul at Port S8aid, has reached the Embassy
that a large Italian ship returning from Eritrea to
Italy had recently passed through the Suez Canal under
strict quarantine with many sick on board, and that it
ies believed that, in addition to malaria,cholera has
broken out among the troops in Eritreal. (Despateh
#1136 from Rome, June 6, 1835).
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"Rumors of bad health conditione among the men
sent to East Africa continue to circulate. The Consulate
General at Naples reports that some 340 laborers in-
valided home from Eritrea were disembarked at that port
from June 2nd to June 6th..... Despite official announce-
ments toc the contrary, it is generally believed that
moet of these men were in a Very serioue condition, It
is understood that the strictest silence concerning
living conditions in the East African Oolonies has been
enjoined upon the men invalided home, but rumore of
extremely unsatisfactory health and eanitary conditions
continue to emanate from the familiee and friends of
men there, It is unofficially but fairly reliably re-
ported that an alarming number of cases of dysentery
and sunstroke are occurring in Somalia and that 1t ie
very difficult to get the Italians to understand the
necesslty for protecting themselves adequately from the
tropical sun". (Despatch #1148 from Rome, June 13, 1835),

"Rumore and reports ... belie the newspaper state-
ments concerning the excellent health conditions prevail-
ing in the East African colonies, The American Consul
in Palermo reports in this connection that there are
some 300 men hospitalized in Palermo and between 700
and 800 in Messina who have been invalided home from
Eritrea and Somalia. THE LONDON MORNING POST is said
to have published an interview on June 18th with Pro-
fessor Aldo Castellani, an Italian authority on tropical
diseases whose work is well known in London, and who has
recently returned from a tour of inspection in Eritrea,
to the effect that, in spite of reports to the contrary,
ﬁeummnsumﬂminmmumurmﬂﬂumwhl
report has reached the Embassy, however, attributed to
one who is close to Castellani, that he found an alarm-
ing number of cases of malaria in Eritrea and a wholly
inadequate supply of quinine and other medicines to come
bat 1t", (Despatah #1153 from Rome, June 20, 1935),

"With regard to the health of the troope in East
Africa the Embassy continues to hear unofficial reports
and rumors concerning the increasing number of men being
returned to Italy for hospital treatment", (Despatch
#1180 from Rome, June a7, 1935),

"The lish Oonsul at Messina reports that, on
June 10th, sick soldiers, returning from Eritrea,

were
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were debarked af that port", (Report #14533 from the
Military Attache at Rome, June 28, 1935),

According to the account of a militiaman returned
to Naples in February of this year from Eritrea on account
of illnese, which was tranemitted to the Embassy by the
Consul General at Naples, laborers in East Africa are
discontented but are placated by their high wages.

"With regard to the health conditions of the troops
in Eritrea this militiaman reports that out of the 340
meén sent there with him in November 1934, one half have
since been returned to Italy on account of i1lness. He
himself suffered from malaria. He also reported a water
shortage at Asmara, but in view of the time that has
elapeed since his departure from Eritrea, thie informa-
tion ie not thought to be of value", (Despatch #1337
from Rome, July 35, 1935",
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This telegram must be

closely Paraphrased bee ROME

fore being Communicated

to anyone, (B) Dated August s, 1935,

Received 4:18 p.m,

Secretary of State

Washington,

406, August 8, 7 pani.

My 446, August 6, 4 pyrs

Rumors regarding unfavorable health conditions among
the Italian troops in East Africa were not generally cirecy-
lated in Italy until the month of April but from that date
reports of cases of sunstroke, malaria, dysentery, typhoid,
and cholera among those troops were current as well ag
threatened watep shortage ang inadequate sanitary facilities
at Massaua ang elsewhere, The circulation of these reports
was apparently finally taken Inte consideration by the
central authorities ang statements have been published in
the press amouncing that since January lst, 624 troops
have been invalided from the colonies and 37 have died of
which 7 were officors and that during the same period
2,000 laboreps have boen repatriated and 113 have died,
American consular ﬂfficcrs, partiaularly those at Naples
and Palormo, have submitted reports of hospital eascs at
those ports ag well as at Messina but owing to the diffinult?

of obtaining details as to the nature of those cases no
satisfactory



=2= No. 456, August 8, 1835,
from Rome,

satisfactory cheeclc with the orficial figures has boecn
posaibla,

The published accounts and atatistics relating to
the health of the troops sent to Eagt Africa have boen
invariably accompanied by comment intended to show that
the proportion of illnesses and deaths 1s negligible and
4 roceont statement outlines the progress of samitation in
the East Africa colonies and the difficultics which are
being overcome in the fight against discase there. According
to this statemont tho hospitol facilities which conslaoted
originally of eight hundrod bods has been inereascd to
20,000 bdds of which 3,000 arc destined for Somnliland and
the romaindor for Eritrea, In this cannau?ian, according
to information supplied by an Italian officer in the army
medical ecorps who has recontly returned from Eritrea, it
would nﬁpcar the policy is being adopted of roducing the
numbor of repatriation cases by sonding the sick to the
high plateau regions of Eritroa where an extonsivo hospital
comnlserating system 1s being installed for which supplies
and equipment are now being purchased, This system is
Intended to care for the sick as well as for eventual

casualties,

KIRK
CIB HS8



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

e awrust 20, 1935.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

In regard to Kirk's mesting
with Mussolini, and the latter's remarks:

It would be well in nﬂ sub—
sequent note or Hlili' by us, either
to Italy or to other ations, to point
out that it is never too late to avold
an armed conflioct. The mere fact that
Italy has mobilized a million men and
spent two billion 1ire does not mean
*destruction of her prestige in in-



%
d THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM
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In other words, a very strong
document can be based on Mussolini's



& DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

//f August 19, 1935.

*  Memorsndum for The President.

I attach a part of telegram
No, 500, from Kirk in Rome, which I
think you will find interestling.
The balance of the telegram ls badly
garbled and difficulty 1is belng
experlenced in decoding.

I also enclose a copy of tele-
gram No, 708, from Marriner in Parls,

and call your attention to the
marked paragraph.

C 7%‘,2_@__

C.H.
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This message must be ROME

closely paraphrased B !
before being communi- Dated August 19¢ 1936

cated to anyone (¢)
Received 2:20 PeMy

Secretary or State,

w&ﬂhingtﬂn! D, C,

RUSH, 500, August 19, 1 p.m, ] :

Strgctly confidential, My 499, August 19, 11 8.m,

issolint raca}vad me shortly before 11:30 this
morning and I left his office at noon, T presented him
with a ¢opy of the mesgage contained in you: 136, August
18, 1 pem., and explained to him that 1t was a personal
and confidential message sent to him by the Secretary of
State at the direction of the Preaidgnt which the Depart-
ment would not g;va out to the pﬁﬂaa.

Mussolini read the message carefully, He then
asked me to convey to the President and the Secretary his
appreclation of the expresasion of friendliness and of
the nhu;acter of the message, As to the subject matt&rg
huwev?r, 1t was now too late to avold an armed conflict,
Italy, he cuntipued, had mobilized a million men and
had spent two billicen lire, Two hundred thousand men
had already been sent to East Africa ang one hunt}red

fifty thousand more were ready to go at any time, Two
Black
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MED .2 #8600, August 19, 1 pum., from Reme

Black shirt divisiong Were belng sent out this weel and
others wepre to follow, In the face of this preparation
and the sacrifices which it implied, any alteration

in purpose now would be absnlutely disastrous to Italy
and would entaij consequences frm@ which she woulg not
recover fopr g centwry, No mtion; and he Specifically
referred to the Uniteq States, coulg expect that Italy
could draw back now and destroy hep prestige 1in 1ncurring
the disdain o other countrieg who would be ready to
fccuse hepr of having attempted to blure or of having
engaged in gnp undertnking which she found she wag un-
able tp earry out, Six months ago Perhaps some solution
might have been found byt the opposition of other countpries
and Ingland in pnrticular, lthough 1t had brought the

now only o military defeat at the hands of Italy coula
fccomplish the ends which Italy hag a right to obtain,
Hussolint went on to say that for years Italy had
made every effort to cooperate with the Abyssinians
to the mutun) advantage of both countries, Fractically
everything that had been done to improve the condition
of the Abyssiniang and advance theip Progress along
modern lines had been dque to the Italians, The treaty
of 1928



MED - 3 = #500, August 19, 1 psm,, from Rome

of 1928 was intended to declare this policy of amity and
and to render this collaboration effective, This
Trenty, however, had remained entirely ineffective
owing to the attitude of the Abyssinians and all efforts
to giye effect to the purposes of the Treaty were of no
avail, ZEven prior to the construction of the (?)
of the road to Assab as an outlet to the sea, for the
past few days had met with the oppoaltion of the
Abysasinian Govermment and no progress could be made,
It is true, he added, that during that time the influence
of the French which during those Yearas was unfriendly
towards Italy, was a factor in negativing Italy's efforts
at cooperation in Abyssinia but the main difficulty lay
in Abyssinia's attitude toward Ituly_herself. Italy
in 1896 had lost the battle of Adowa, That was forty
years ago and the circumstances were such that Italy
herself need not harbor a necessity for revenge, The
Abyssinians, however, remarded Adown as the triumph of their
force over a powerful white nation and thig spirit, which
had been encouraged by the friendly attitude and support
of other European nations, had created a situation in
Abyssinia which absolutely precluded the possibility
on the part of Italy of safeguarding or developling her
legitimnte
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legitimate interests, This situation could only be
met by a display of force and could only be remedied
by infliceting o defeat on the Abyssinians,
The Abyssinians, Mussolini continued, were
known t0 have 450,000 men under arms, (Ind section one),

KIRK
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This telegram must be ROME
closely paraphrased :
before being communi- Dated August 19, 1935

cated to anyone (C)
Received 2315 PeMa

Secretary of State,

Washington, D, C,

RUSH, 500, August 19y 1 pem, (Section two),
their military plan was to retreat before the Italian
advance and then when the Ttalian lives were extended
to launch attacks against those lives in the form of
guerllla warfare, The Abyssinlans were not taking
sufficiently into account the Italian air foree which
would eliminate the chance of success of these toectics,
Mussolinl expressed complete confidence in the outcomo
of this military set up and he intimated that he belicved
it would be brief. Ho indicated that Tollowing this
phase nogotiations fopr g final adjustmont would be simple
and in this connection he polnted out the success of
Ttalion administration in Eritroa where great progress
along modern lincs had been made and where no opposition
on the part of the natives had evor been cncountered,
In giving the foregoing account Mussolini took pains to
camphagize goneral attitude so far as envisaging the
matter solely from thoe point of view that the conflict
would bo econfined exclusively to Italy and Abyasinia

and had
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and had been alluding to the part played by other govorn-
ments only insofar as they affected the relations between
those two countries, If the conflict could be so limited
he said no anxiety nced be folt + ° a8 to the con-
9equences. He went on to 8ay, however, that the attitude
of England hag brought to the fore the Possibllity that
1t might not be g~ confined and in that event he forpw
saw the gravest tonscquences to the peace of the world,
The conversations at Paris which chded yesterday
showed an attitude which gave little indication that
thu?o Was an unwillingness to admit the Italian viewa-
point., The proposals which hag becn put forward
involving coneessions 1in Abyssinia though vogue wero
cleap enough to show that theg were entirely un-
acceptable to Italy, Ehgland, he said, might profeasn
not te lknow what Ttaly really wanted in Abyssinig but
she know very well (End of two),

KIRK
RR:C3B
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MID Paris

This telegram must be Dated August 19, 1935,

closely paraphrased
before being communi- Rec'd, 11:45 a, m.
cated to anyone. (B)
Secretary of Btate,

Washington.

708, August 19, 4 p. m.

 —— e e ey

Derartment!s 332, August 18, 1lp. m.

I saw Leger and Eden this morning and com=
municated orally end in the strictest confidence
the nature of the message which Kirk has beon in-
structed to deliver to Mussolini., I informed them
that 1t wos not being glven to the press and they
beth ag~ved that in the present position of affairs
this was the wisest means of bringing to Mussolini's
attention the solidarity of the world in the inter=
gst of poace.

Eoth Leoger and Eden oxpressed thomsclves as
being extromely gratoful for the prompt and effec-
tiva action of the American Government in this
mattor and felt that even though the negotiations
in Paris had broken down 1t was not too late for
its offocta to be folt in Italy.

It was Leger's opinion that with the return
of
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of Aloisi to Rome, Mussolint would gain a more
accurate impression of the solidarity against
him which oxisted here and what he would have

to face in Geneva, where, in accordance with the
information whieh the French have recelved from
Rome, Mussolint still intends to send his
roprescontatives on September 4, (End of section

Dnﬂu}

MARRINER
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This telegram must be Dated August 19, 1935,
closely paraphrased
before being communi- Rec'd, 1:00 p, m,

cated to anyone,(B)

Secretary of State,

Washington.

708, August 19, 2 p, m, (Section two)

Nelther Leger nor Eden felt that the failure of
conversations here was necessarily the final chapter
and that there waé 8t1ll time for Rome to alter its
program,

Apparently Mussclinil refused even to consider
the Anglo-French offer as a basis of discussion.
Eden's analysis of the Italian reply was that
Mussolini would only be willing to accept through
the medium of the League what he would take by
force of arms i1f it were not granted,

Eden sald that in his conversation with Laval
this morning they both considered that in searching
their consciences no efforts had been spared and
no means neglected to find a peaceful settlement
of the question, In this connection Leger told
me that the only benefit that he folt had beon de=-

rived from the negotiation was a much closcr
rapprochoment
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rapproghement and undaratanding between Groat
Britain and Francc, Eden leaves late this after-
nhoon for London ang Vansittart for Alx~les-Bains
whore he will see Baldwin, It is possible that
a Gabinatlmauting will be called in London Tfor
August 22, (BEnd message. )

MARRINER
RR
C8B



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

|)‘-"" OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC ADVISER

i November 7, 1935.
Mr. Becretary:

I attach on the basis of the best available material
we have been able to secure up to the present, the follow-
ing:

(1) Table 1. A record of our total exports to Italy
during Ooctober, 1835, divided into the main classes of
exports and compared with the record for October, 1934.

Included in the same table is a record of our total
exports to Italy by the same main classes during the first
ten monthe of 1935, as compared with the same periocd of
1934.

(2) Table 2. A comparison of the trade of American
exports of numerous important specific items to Italy
comparing that trade for October, 1935, with the trade in
the same items for October, 1934, with inoreases and de-

oreases.

(3) Table 3. A comparison of the American export
trade to Italy of the same group of specific items as in
Table 2 comparing the monthly average of our exports dur-
ing the first ten months of 1935 with the monthly average

for 1934, with increases and decreases.

This
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This material covers trade with Italy alone and we
are still waiting to recelve from Commerce the Informatlon
which will make possible & comparable record for Italian
Africa and Ethiopia.

In the meanwhile, I attach tables 4 and 5 which give
the record of export shipments to these countries for
October, 1935, by main classes.

Attached to these tablesg is a short memorandum which
is really a footnote pointing out the defects and neces-

sary correctione to this statistlioal record.

Our trade records are being kept on a weekly basis
and by the end of the afternoon there will be available
a record for October, 1935, divided into a weekly basis.
Because of the delays in forwarding of the necessary docu-
mente by the Custome Houses, thlis weekly record is still
not complete enough to be wholly reliable. However, the
tables will show & falling-off in total shipments subse-
quent to the President's proclamation.

EAtHF: IJW
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Total 8 I With Divisicn c .
First ten months October
1934 4835 834 2885
Total Exporte $50,865,070 #54,105,361  #6,184,491 §5,840,781
Textile fibers and manufactures 26,422,675 24,465,433 5,956,458 2,678,208
(Oamanufactured cotton) (24,456,254) (23,511,579) ( 3,740,755) (2,002,443)
Nommetallic minerals 5,830,942 6,594,208 382,821 969,816
Machinery and vehicles 4,757,371 7,085,201 390,426 mn,m‘f
Matals and manufactures, except
machinery and vehicles 8,081,287 8,301,790 502,020 1,085,322
Wood mnd paper 2,705,768 2,297,133 329,583 142,308
Animels and enimal products 2,130,065 1,102,656 198,688 81,575
Chemiecals and related products 1,422,978 1,646,427 128,103 142,805
Vegetable food produsts and
beverages 961,889 554,504 138,082 29,387
Vegatable produsts, inedibls,
except fibar and wood P22, 849 772,468 B0,801 95,297
Miscellansous 685,258 478,386 47,557 59,776

" 6 vtrfanbn g eanTs bo Dokt O anis o asdeldbeers Vo Mo



Table No. 2
Comparison of American Exporte t: it-.l.r October 1934 and
e
/ Increase
Commodl ty Qctober 1934 October 1955 or Decrease
Q0ttoBeccsvsnsrnsses $3,740,7556  §2,802,443 ~-1,038,312
ﬂl’etrolm producte.. 626,068 1,383,767 <+ 737,699
/]Reﬁ.nad COpPeT...... 188,237 £34,094 + 345,857
ﬁIran and steel scrap 179,458 463,817 + 284,368
Aircraft and engines 4,081 179,540 + 175,459
Bteel plates, sheete,
08Ceescssaccanncss 46,822 8,368 =~ 40,454
Rubber and manufao=—
fUreBescescncncans 20,808 87"5 = 20,533
Automobiles, parts,
and acceseoriee... 48,108 8,126 = 39,983
Other ferro—&lloyE.. 11,3086 460 - 10,856
External cylindrical
grinding machines 9,304 33,843 & 24,539
Nickelecsssensnsanas 16,564 11,133 = 5,433
Gear—cutting machines 8,460 10,833 + 2,163
Engine latheBe..ss.. —_ 44,134 + 44,134
Internal grinding
A BACKiNGBe.sevcnses 4,183 85,147 + 60,964
COBlsssnctnsanssnsne 4,650 - = A
Tin and mamufactures -_ —— m——
Ferro~tungsten...... 544 == . 544

— —— ——

Tin plﬂ-tﬂ BOTBDs s s s »

Lo, -ssscsnsnsssnnns it



Table No, 3

Comparieon of Monthly Average of American Exports to Italy,
fifst ten months of 1935 ag co ared with Monthly Average
— for Whole Year 1934
Monthly Averages
12 Moes. 10 mos. Increase

Commodity 4834 4835 or Decrease
Cotton........... §2,698,662 $2,351,158 - $347,304
Petroleum products 312,318 433,905 + 121,677
Iron and steel

BCIBDessssnnssa ].EE,E].T 335.33‘ - 149’76?
dircraft and en~

gi“nninillI-lI 8,94‘1 lemE ' 56’3‘54
Steel plates,

sheets, etc.... 25,710 15,043 = 10,767
Rubber and manu-

mmea------o 33,350 1’3'3?3 e, 15.3?3
1utumabilen, parte,

and accessories 80,099 81,307 +- 1,208
External cylindri-

cal frinding

mAChines.....e 4,765 26,003 + 24,238
BABESLsscenvnsnes 3,855 7,832 + 3,977
Gear-cutting

‘-ﬂhinﬂﬁ- YT 3,'003 IB.WE - IE,QDE
Engine lathes.... 2,233 19,090 * 16,857
Internal grinding

ﬂﬂhiﬂﬂﬂ. " s asan 1,5&' 19.51? "‘ 1?,93‘?
ﬂﬂll-“.....-..-. m,m 9,3&‘ - 11'318
Tin and manufac—

t“r'l--;------. E?B El? * 3"'1
mrn—mat“n e 270 924 - 854
Tin plate scrap.. — 3,644 - 3,644

Il“di--inntaunq.u m‘ 1ﬂ3 - H



Table 4
U, 8, EXPORTEB TO ww;ﬁ%
OCTOBER 1935, SHOWN BY s8I~
FIcATIONS

‘nimﬂ u'ﬂﬂ. lmﬂ.l prnd‘u&tl-.....-;.---v ‘ —

Vegetable food productes and beverages,.. .
Vegetable products, inedible, except
fibﬂl‘ ‘m "Dﬂda-----oullilif-!liiliilii- 1,3‘?
Textile fibers and manufactures,,........ —
'ﬂﬂdmpﬂpﬂr.----n--l.conni-ti-il----- L
Nommetallic minerale. ... TR EEEEE R 1131135‘
Metals and manufactures, except machin-
'r’ ‘m Yqhiul'un’iIiIi'.l!lIiiitllill!!ll 11331
Machinery and vehicleB,....ceceessssssns 206,511
Motor trucks, busses, and chassle,. 36,116
Automobile parts and accessories,.. 13,115
Tr!iler'-.liill'l'lil"-'l'l"l'll'l"-""""'l- llalgm
Ohemicals and related products,......... 35,868
Bu“glill|-iti‘l-lllilil!l-l-‘-!l‘lllllﬁl 35.353
“iﬂﬂﬂllmuﬂ.;....--«---;nou-----ilaoui 1]"'?5

Tﬂﬂl El‘pﬂrtﬂ....--..---s---------a-l--- 554-503



Table 5

U, 8, EXPORTS TO ETHIOPIA
OCTOBER 1935,
BHOWN BY MAIN CLASSIFICATIONS

1‘“1“1' lnd mim pruduut.liliiillliliiitl
Vegetable food products and beverages,.....

Vegetable products, inedible, except fiber
‘nd 'aadﬂ'Il"il'.l'.l‘l'.'ll.ll.Il."II'III

Tﬂltill fib!r' End n‘nufnoturﬂ.nuotllooliot
‘Qﬂd nnd pap'rIlliliiIIIii!!#ltl'l!l-i!i!ll
]Gﬂﬂ&t&lliﬂ mineralsjlilllt-il-iliii!lii!ii

Metals and manufactures, except machinery
‘nd 7ﬂhiﬂlﬂl... ----- T EEE R N T E RN N NN NN ]

Machinery 8&nd vehlcleB,.ccvssssscasnscsssns
Ohemicale and related productB...cevsessuse
Hi.callmﬂuiliIII.lli.liill'll‘"il‘l"'i'.

Total eXPOZER. c.ccvssiscsssssssssnssssnnsne



TNOTE TO TABLES AND 3, AND 4 & 5
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC ADVISER
November 8, 1935,

The monthly statistics of American foreign trade are
not strictly on a calendar month basis. The figures al-
ways include a certain amount of trade which actually
took place in & previous time period. The figures for
any one month usually include some shipments which were
actually made in the previous month, and do not include
some shipments made towards the end of the month dealt
with (these appear under the heading of a later month).
Therefore, in order to have the October statistics of
our import and export trade more Cclosely comparable with
previous periods the figures in the Preceding tables
were left uncorrected. Figures are available, however,
showing what part of the trade recorded in the preceding
table as being October trade actually was shipped
earlier than October. These figures are as follows;

Animals and animal products........ $ 3,838

Vegetable food products and bev-

'rlge.ilnliiiliiiiiillnl.--l'i--lll 844

Textile fibers and manufactures.... 184,810

'ﬂﬂdlﬂﬂplpﬁru--nuu"-n--.-u- 44,958

Hm‘..t‘lliﬂ mnﬂr‘l'-- fesed i msannn Eﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ

Metals and manufactures, except

machinery and vehicles........... 263,499

Machinery and Yeh10leBs:.c0vcvinvasne 208,819
Chemicals and related products..... 31,038

Hlﬂilmm...---.-.-a-n«..---o--- 5
TMLLUI----i---tii-nltinllii-r.----- W’ﬁ

Arrangements
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What actual shipmente in October still remzin to be
reported cannot be estimated with sufficient reliability
at this moment; they would be an offset to the figures
of earlier trade included in the October figures.

Arrangements have been worked out whereby future
recorde of monthly trade with the belligerente will be
more closely adjusted to the actual trade of each month.

EA:HF ;LWW
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE /

THE UNDER SECRETARY

November 14, 1935

Mr. Becretary:

In view of the information brought us by Mr. Hack-
worth this morning as a result of the discussions in
New York last night, my feelinge are as follows:

1. The ﬁrgument of the representatives of the
ten big oil companies that while they would abide by
the wishes of the Federal Government and would, there-
fore, be willing to refrain from exporting oil to the
belligerents, the 120 odd American companies certainly
would not do so. These are small companies purely
out for gailn and would undoubtedly take advantage of
the situation created by the failure of the big
companies to export.

3. We do not yet know precieely what eanctions
are going into effect nor how far-reaching they will
be. We know enough to presume that there will be a
flow of materiale into Italy from Germany, Rumania,
Hungary, Austria, Brazil and the Argentine to make it
exceedingly doubtful whether there will be any severity
in the sanctione aes prescribed. The guestion is
whether the United States should undertake to penalize

American
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American trade before we have any knowledge as to the
real eituation resulting from the action of the League
on the 18th instant. It does not seem to me quite
falr to American trade to put in "on the spot" in this
way. Therefore, I recommend that we wait until after
the League has acted before making the appeal.

With especial reference to olls, I do not like the
idea of putting the President in the position of making
an appeal to the oil industries of the country, which is
not respected by the smaller companies and therefore
not effective, nor do I like the idea, at this moment,
before the League action for the President to "black
liet" the exporting companies by announcing their
names.

In brief I believe that 1t will be wiser to await
the result of the League aotion in this case rather than
to act somewhat precipitously now. It may even be
wiser to awailt action by our Congrese in order that the
Government may be in a position to exercise real
restraint upon the export of raw matedals - a restraint

which will be equally effective upon all companies
exporting raw materials. / /

William Phillips.



/ DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

bt 0T the President

from Secretary Hull,

Nov. 23, 1935.
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our position clear at the same time,
out the very wn position in which

int
rmr has deliberately placed herself.

possible,.
thiminmuh treaty was
tolpplytulumtlonlnihhhmum
engaged in a war in whioch that nation was the

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Washington, D, O,



November 22, 1935,

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BET;EEH SECRETARY HULL
[HE ROYAL ITALTAN ANBASE 2 Lirdll L

The Italian Ambassador called by his own request
and after some preliminary exchanges of the usual
nature he eald that he called upon imnstruetion of his
Government to lay before me two views which his Govern-
ment supports; that he wae not handing me a note or
any other formal instrument of writing; that he had re-
duced to writing the oral conversation that he 1s pro-
posing to conduet. The Anbaseador thereupon proceeded
to read to me the typewritten copy of his proposed
oral conversation:

"l - The various offlcial declarations and publie
statements lssued from the Pederal Covern-
ment during the laet two monthe with regard
to the Italo-Ethloplan confliet, and par-
tleularly the statement of the éaﬂrttarw of
State of November 15, cannot be interpreted
otherwliee than an extension and vatlon,
to the prineipal detriment of Italy, of the
:;g:ing of the Neutrality Aet of August 31,

*Although these declarations and etate-
mente apply, formally and theoretlcally, to
both the contending parties, 1t 1s well
known that thelr prastliecal result would be
actually to impalr the freedom of trade only
with respect to Italy.

*Such
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"Buch an assumption has been confirmed
by the fact that the statement made by the
Secretary of State on Movember 15 specifically
mentlone certaln commoditles whicgh Itely hae
been used to buy in the Unlted States and which,
beling largely employed for non mllitary purposes,
are esegential to the neede of the economlc and
soelal life of any eivilized country.

"We maintain that any measure or policy
alming at, or resulting in, ilpullzf rectric-
tlons whieh aectunlly are detriment to only
one of the contending parties, goee againat
the spirit of neutrality.

"2 - We maintaln also that the sbove mentioned
statement of the Secretary of State 1g contrary
to the letter and the spirit of the Treaty
8igned between the United States and Italy in
1871 - and etill in force - which reciprocally

g::r-nt-aa each contracting party a 'complete
edom of commerce and navigation'.

"No justificatlon whatsoever for the 1im!-
tation of the freedom guaranteed by the Treaty
can be found in any international Act dealing
wlth the status of neutrals. Reference ig
made 1n thie respeet to the Hague Convention
of 1907,

"SBuch a limitation, if and when applied,
ie bound to assume the meaning of a 'sanction'
and therefore the poeitive character of an
unfriendly act.

November 22, 1935."

The Ambaseador paused briefly here and there in the

course of the reading to elaborate with one or two sen-

tences, but they did not change the purport of the in-

strument of writing. He then indicated his desire to

answer any question or listen to any comment I mlght

see fit o offer in case I desired to do so. I addresesed
the
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the imbassador and eaid that, of course, he and his
Oovernment should keep in mind all of the essential
phases of the eitustion as it relates to this country;
that in all of the past the most cordial and friendly
relations have existed between the people of this ooun-
try and those of Italy; that the neople of this country
today do not feel personally unfriendly towards the
pecple of Italy, but that they are vigorously and almost
wildly against war and are at all hazards in favor of
keeping out of the present war; that, if those partioci-
pating in the war were double cousine and twin brothers
of the Ameriosn neople, the -eople of this country
would be just as violeantly and eternslly against the
war and in favor of peage and, sbove all consideratione,
lnnnrufno:&%auf;mmdwtor the way as -
would be poseible. [ #aild that it was in these circum-
stances and in this highly wrought up state of the »ublic
mind of this eountry that the Neutrality ict of last
August was enascted 2nd the ‘xeoutive Jepartment was
direocted to pursue the policy of neutrality whioh it
provided; that this mandate of Congress was promptly
put into effeot when the President deolared a state of
war to exist between Uthiopiz and [taly and deolared
an embargo on the shipment of arms, smamition and
implements of war to either of the belligerents; that
at
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et the time heavy pressure was brought to bear upon
thi_Stlt- Department also to inolude a number of
prime and essential war materials out of which finished
arms, ammunition and implemente of war might be made
in large gquantities over night; that since that time
insistent demands representing large grouns of senti-
ment in this country have been made upom the Ixecutive
Department to include these war materials in the embargo
issued under the Neutrality Act against arms, ammuni-
tion and implements of war. I added, in this connection,
that I hoped that the Ambassador and his Government
would recall the experience of the people of this coun-
try in ways that will shed much 1light upon the state
of mind and the viewpoint of the people and of this
Government im accordance with it, and that is that our
country sent 3,000,000 mem to Burope to fight for Italy
and other countries at an emormous cost to this Govern-
ment and this country; that we likewiese loamed Italy
much money at the time and afterwards; that we later
made almost 2 nominal settlement with the Italian Gov-
ernment at twenty-five cents on the dollar, all of which,
with interest, is due and unpaid, to say nothing of other
vaest indebtedness in Furope; that I have been besought dur-
ing past monthe to demand aggressively, if necessary,
payment
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payment by the Italian Government of this indebtedness in-
stead of 1te epending hundreds of millions in this Ethiopian
conquest. I said that I had not done so thus far, but
until this time I had been willing, on & suitable occasion,
to 81t down with the Ambassador and seek a satisfactory
adjustment of the indebtedness. I then said that with
the extremely disastrous and unsatisfactory experience

of the American people in going to Europe and aiding
Italy and other countries to the extent they did, they
are almost wild in their demend that we not only avoid
being drawn into the war but that we stay entirely away
from the same; that the people of this country are in

no etate of mind to engege in any activities or steps
exoept those primarily looking towards keeping out of

the war and in a secondary or subordinate sense mani-
festing proper interest in peace and the shortening of
the duration of the war in the light of our obligations
under the Kellogg Pact; that it is in this highly wrought
up state of mind of the American people that the Govern-
ment of Italy now arraigns this Government upon both a
charge of unneutrality and of violating the provisions

of the treaty between the United States and Italy of

1871 pledging complete freedom of comnerce and navige~
tion. I eaid that these are surorising as well as

seriocus
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serious complaints in the circumstances. I said I
might remark heres that from the outset this Government
has pursued its own separate, indevendent course and
initiative with respect to all phases of the controversy
between Zthiopia and Italy; that we have had no Agrece
ments whatsoever, directly or indirectly, with Geneva
or London or Paris; that they did not kmow of any of
the eteps thia Oovernment had taken until they read
about the same in the prese; that this Government be-
lievee that it has been consistent in ite course snd
policies and naturally feels constrained to adhere %o
them; that the Covernment, as stated, placed in operae
tion its embargoes and at the same time the President
warned all Americans against any business or economic
gontacts with any of the belligerents, except at their
own riek. The President and myself in public statements
during the weeks that followed mede 1t clear that this
wvarning etatement of the rresident was intended, generally,
to discoursge any business or economic relationships
between our nationals and the belligerents; that nothing
further was said by the President, myself or the Covern
ment officials relative to business dealings with the
belligerents until some days ago when the offioial
statistios showed that some five essentisl war materials
vere
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were being exported from this country to belligerents
in sbnormal quantities ocompared with similar shipments
during sny recent period, and that I thereupon made a
further official statement, in whioch I said that thie
class of business wae directly contrary to the policy
of the Government in opmosition to selling war materials
to belligerents, which policy was held and believed to
be striotly within the spirit of the Neutrality iot;
that nothing further has been sald by the Fresident or
mysalf with respect to trade relations between this
country and the belligersnts, I then said that the
Ambagsador must Trealize that just as soon 28 the imeri-
can people disgovered that abnormal quantities of essen-
tial war materials were besing shipped on an inoreasing
soale to belligerenta without protest but with the
silent aoquiesoence of the proper Covernment officials,
there would probably be 2 stora of eritioclsm and & loud
denand for the immediste conveaing of Congress to take
adequate stens in the premises, and that the rosult
soarcely beyond any gquesation would be = swift nassage
of a drastio =0t disaolving every possible relationship
with the belligerents pending the war, I repeatedly
expressed surprise that the Italian Covernsent would
make a gomplaint ageinet this Govermment in all the
circumstances in the severe language that it does, I
inquired
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inquired whether and what the Italian Government had
enid to Germany in the light of = more sweaping and
inflexible prohibition of business relations with the
belligerents than thie Oovernment has taken. The ‘mbas-
oador revlied that he did not know whether his Govern-
ment had made any representations %o Germany. 1 com-
mented rather emphatically snd stated that [ had geen
no published ageount of any complaint whatsoover, and
that 4t was therefore 2ll the wmore atrange to me to
read this rather harsh comnlaint against this Covern-
ment; that it seemed all the more surprising when both
the Ambessador and I know thet the bitterest erities

of the Ixeoutive branch of the Covernment and the most
extreme isolationists who ~re demanding that all Ameri-
cens atay entirely away from the war sone do not in the
flightest question the integrity of the asutrality poli-
cles of this Government as thay are being earried out
in accordance with the letter or the spirit, or both,
of the Neutrality Aot. I said that it wae Teally
retonishing teo find that » government camnot be noutral
without being attacked and a desand made to supply war
materials to = belligerent under penalty of being charged
vith an unfriendly set., The imbassador amphasized the
unmtm-muumtnnumum

ducting
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duoting 1ts polioy of neutrality operates as a dis=
erimination against Italy. I replied that under the

law of neutrality in the paet any belligerent controlling
the high seas was ususlly a2t an sdvantage over its enemy
with respeot to obtaining goods from neutral gountries,

. that a poor belligerent without means of purohasing

snd paying for supplies from neutrals was at a disad-
vantage under the operation of neutrality laws, msnd
likewise where one country has or oan profuce its mili-
tary supplies and another is without such faoilities or
equipment, the latter suffers under the operation of
the neutrality law. I then pointed out that, in fact,
under the policy this Covernment i# now pursuing neither
Italy nor Zthiopia should be ssouring war materials
with the result that both countries are =s nearly on a
parity in this respect 28 it is possible for them to be,
The charge of disoriminstion, therefore, does not apply.
I repextedly inquired of the Ambassador why his Govern-
ment does not sit down with others and work out this
difficulty in a peaceful manner. He made very slight
and ossual comment in reply. The .imbassador sought to
emphasire the idea that the attitude of his Covernment
was not fully understood ia thie country aad that 1t
had been misrepresented to 2 oconsiderable extent., I
oommented

—
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commented that his Government might well have thought
of all of these and other unsatisfactory phases before
getting into the war. I stated as emphatically as
possible that these trading ineidents to which the
Italian Government refers and about whieh it complains
are entirely trivial comprred with the real problems
and deep concern which the Ethioplan-Italian war causes
this Governmentj; that the Ambassador must realize the
awful repercussions that mske their immediate appearance
in far and remote parts of the world, but which are
galculated to give this nation and perhaps others, in-
cluding Italy, unimaginable troubles for a generation,
The Ambassador immedistely indicated that he knew the Far
East was in mind. I =dded that the second condition which
is giving this Government immense concern relates to
the possible spread of the war to sny number of other
countries at almost any time with unimaginable troubles
and injuries and consequences to this eountry as well
as others; that it is, therefore, all the more deplorable
to see the Itallian nation moving forward with the wuar,
which it must realize threatens to create these terrific
problems and conditions so far-reaching that the imagina-
tion cannot grasp thelr possibilities. I ingquired why
these considerations were not in the mind of the Italian
Government



)
“0%;

DJ"‘ '.

F-

Gh

-11-

Government before it went into the war and sgain re-
iterated my surprise that the Italian Oovernment, on
the contrary, is upbraiding this Government wirtuslly
because it is thus so deeply concerned and is striving
in every possible way to keep entirely away from and
out of the war, I remarked then that the Ambassador
well recalls that the President and I pleaded with and
almost prayed with ir. Nussolini to keep out of the
war but that he igmored cur plea and now seemse to ex-
pect ue to furnish him with war su-plies while he
prosecutes the war ad libitum., I added that regardless
of anything or anybody this nntion proposed to atay
out of and as far away from the war as possible, and
that we feel most deeply the indifference with whioh
the world is subjected to the threat of 2 general war
snd with the frightful reper-ussions in the Far Tast;
thet this Covernment ie keeping 1te attitude flexible
under the Neutrality Aot and the spirit of that Aot
which is being ocarried out in connection with the -olicy
of opposition to the supplying of certain war materials
to the belligerents; that 1f the war should spread,
for example, this GCovernment will be in an attitude to
take further steps relative to bboth miscellaneoua trade
and the five war materials which I recently referred to
in & statement opposing their shinment to the belligerents;
that
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that this Government cannot think of any course or

any precautionary plans short of these, in view of the
fact that seroplane bases, naval bases and submarine
bases dot the entire Mediterranean seection with the
result that almost at any time a conflegration might
be touched off; that 1t is in the light of these
dangerous possibilitles, which to the American people
seem to be probabllities, that this country 1s almost
madly opposed to our Government taking the slightest
risk of being drawn into the war by permitting 1its
nationals to trade promiscuously with belligerents in
and about this dangerous war zone, especially in essen-
tial war materials. I stated that during the past
three years 1 had almost worn myself out physically

{n an effort to aid in world economie rehabilitation

so that Italy and other countries would have an adequate
amount of international trade to afford contentment

to their reapective populations, and that the Ambas-
sador could not begin to imagine the deep disappolint-
ment I feel at the effort to renew the practice which
all nations have recently undertaken to abandon, relating
to that of military aggression by any and all coun-
tries at any and sll times, and that, of course,

if one country is to be sllowed to violate this new

policy of the pacifie settlement of disputes, then

every
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overy oountry may do so with consequences thet one
shudders to contemplate. I pointed ocut to the Ambag-
sado¥ the faot that the League of Nations organization
At Geneva solemnly adjudged an aggressor in this war,
while the United Jtates did not; that the Geneva Agenay
secks to aid rthiopia, which the United states does
not; that the Geneva agenoy seeks to embargo all immorts
from Italy, which this Governtent does mot; that this
Government, as stated, le pureuing its owmn separate
course without understanding or eollaboration with
other governments or peace agenvies, snd that in these
ciroumstances it is mot only Aiffioult to understand
the Italian ocomplaint but I repeat that 1t is ursTie-
ing to contemplate i%; that the mere fact that thers
are some gonourring =20tsé on the part of the League of
Nations in pursuing sanctions and of the United States
in frankly oarrying out its polioy of ngutrality is,
in the circumetsnges, no basis whatever for » oherge
ageinet the United States of unneutrality and of un-
friendliness. This makes = mere coinoidence or its
tbsence determine the question of whether the United
Gtates 18 or is not neutral, in the eyes of the Italian
Government. In other words, \f there were no attempted
sanotions at Geneva the United itates would be entirely
neutral
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neutral in carrying out its present policies of oppos-
ing the szle of war materials to belligerents., I added
that when I issued my statement on the 15th of November,
about which complaint is now made, I did not know and,
in my opinion, no one here knows yet what the League of
Nations may or may not do regarding concerted action
to ourdb exports to Italy of oil and other prime war
materials, and yet here is 2 gharge that this Govern-
sent is engaged in an unfriendly 420t as stated, The
Ambassador said that this step, in his opinion, would
be taken on the 38th of this month at Ceneva. I com-
mented that, of course, that remains to be seen. I
inquired of the Ambassador why his GCovernmant had not
taken $100,000,000 to Tthiopis and brought bagk a I_:I_t_r
to the entire Zmpire instesd of expending several hundred
aillion dollars in 1ts military conquest with all of
the worry and threat of danger to the balanoce of the
world, He replied that Italy had been attemnting for
forty years to affeot colonirations in “thiopia, but
without sucoess, I repeanted that the neople of this
oountry are as yot entirely friendly to the Italisn
people but added that if hie note should be made public
in the United utates, an inflamed public that nobody
could contrel or ourb would be almost instantly sroused
end that, of course, the pressure of a surnrising charge
such

]
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such a8 he is bringing against this Uovernment will

in due time make the American neople personally hostile
to the neople of Italy, and maturally it would endure
long in their minda. 1 took wp the complaint of viola-
tion by this Government of the treaty of freedom of
oommerce and navigation of 1871 with Italy and at onoe
stated that [ was satisfied that imtemational and =11
other law makes it possible for either country » party
to this commeroial treaty to remain neutral in the event
the other country beocomss iavolved in war; that it ie
inoonoeivable thut either Italy or the United 3tates
in an ordinary commercial treaty signed sway 1ts right
to remain nsutral in case of war on the part of the
other and that that ls the precise reasvn this Covern-
ment 1s undertaking to pursue and hes no other idea
than to pursue it%; that, furthermore, with both Italy
and Amerios signatories of the Paris Peace Faot with
the solemn obligations 1t imposes upon eagh, 1t is not
polrﬂ‘hll to understand how Italy oam go to war and
announce to the United 3tates Covernment that desplte
the Paris Paot it must supply Italy with materisls of
war under penalty of belng guilty of =n unfriendly aot,
as atated. I remarked further, without discussing the
merite, that the imerican p;ﬂﬂl.- cannot be gonvinced
thag
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that the Italian Government is not under most solemn
obligatione to keen the peaoce under three or four
treaties, =and it is inocomrrehensible to them to find
Italy demending of this Covernment thet to be neutral
1t met furnish war supnlies and that if it faile to
de 8o it is guilty of an unfriendly mct. I repeatedly
euphasired my great surprize and inocomprehension and
reveatedly inquired why his Oovernment had not thought
of thess phases before 1t went into the war, I finally
eaid that, while entirely satiofied as to the laok of
interference of the troaty of 1871 with the present
oouree of this Covernment, [ would, =& a matter of
courtesy to the imbassador, again give some further
attention to the authorities, although I have mo doubt
that I have examined them fully and aocourately. The
Ambassador 414 not attemnt any aggressive uttesrances
and I endeavored throughout the conversation to make
the impression upon him that our nation and most other
peace loving nations were greatly nained and hurt to
find their traditional friends, the Italian neople,
involved in this war despite the mumerous treaties of
peage to which the Government 1s 2 »arty, and despite
the awful menage to the peage of the world whioh this

waAr creates.
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December 11, 1935,

Uy dear Miss LeHand:

I am again referring to the matter of the shipment of
0il to the Italian Government on the tanker ULYSSES, Since
our telephone conversation yesterday afternocon, I have ascer-
tained definitely that as early as September, 1935, the owner
of the veseel was expecting to arrange for such a transaction,
and he placed the tanker in dry dock, where it was recondition-
ed at an expense of certainly not less than $35,000 and per-
haps as much as §40,000; that on October 25 the vessel was
chartered to the Reed Company for a voyage to Italy, and that
on the same date the Italian interests entered into an agree-
ment with the Reed Company for the vessel to carry a cargo of
oil to the Italian Government. If the carriage of the oil is
forbidden, the Reed Company will be liable to a suit for dam-
ages; the owner of the wessel will almost certainly loock to
our Government for the payment of damages; and the prospect of
the vessel being kept 1n business so as to afford its owner some
cpportunity of paying the Government's mortgage will be gone.
It ie thought by the Department of Commerce and the Department
of 8tate that we should not stand in the way of the transaction
being completed. You will bear in mind that October 25 was
prior to the announcement being made with reference to the
shipment to the belligerents of five specified articles, one

of



of whioch is oil.

The only reason I am writing you is that I wish the
President to have all the facts, and if he desires to do
8o, confirm the understanding you gave me yesterday that
he leaves the matter to the determination of the two de-
partments mentioned. I hope on receipt of this you may
be able to see the President within at least an hour or BO,
and telephone me.

Yours very sincerely,

4 6
v
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

T

February 6, 1936

My dear Mr. Fresident:

With refersnce to inguiries which you have made
previously concerning conditions in Itallen East Africa
I believe that you may be interested in reading the
attached report from our Military Attaché at Home, re-
counting a conversation which he had with Mr. W. B.
Courtney, a representative of COLLIER'S WEEKLY, who =
has just returned from a three weeks' visit to Eritrea.

Faithfully yours, \

Enclosure:

Report from Military
Attache at Rome.

The Fresident,
The White House.
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7 Enclosure No. 1 (Report No. 2) to despatch No. 1471
of Jan, 3, 1936, from the Embassy at Rome.

G=2 Report. G6920.

FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY,

ITALY (COMBAT]).
Subject: Minor Field Operations,

Yisit to Theater of Operations by Amerioan
Correspondent,

Mr. W. B. Courtney, representing Colllier's has just return-
ed to Rome after being three weeks in EBritrea and Tigre. The
following notes were made during a conversation with him concern-
ing his trip. They represent of course Mr. Courtney's impressions
but are perhaps worthwhile as indicating an objective view of
some of the detalls in East Africe as he saw them. Mr. Cour toey
left Naples on November 18th, 1935, on the 5, 5. "SANNIO" of
9,900 tons, ecarrying Marshal Btdugiiu and 2,500 workmen. Marshal
Badoglie took this boat rather than one of the Italien liners
with better acoommodations as an example to the Black Shirt
elasments of his command. Conditions aboard the "SANNIO® were
far from ideal. The 2,500 workmen were crowded below decks,.
During a storm in the Hed Sea just before reaching Massaua 1%
was necessary to station Carabinleri at each of the hatches to
prevent the workmen from coming on deck. Tollet facilities and
water supply were inadequate and the living accommodations for
these workmen were described by Mr. Courtney as nothing short of

I'ilt.hy.

r

At Massaus two old tankere were tied up at wharfs and drums
were being filled from these ships and stacked in a dump adjolin-
ing the docks. Every ounce of gasoline was concentrated in this
one dump. It ls estimated that the supply is sufficient for about
3 months., The Italian supply service in estimating its require-
ments feiled to take into consideration the faect that the trucks
would have to operate almost continually in low gear, and conse-
quently what was expected to be a year's supply will probably
not last beyond the present dry season.

Sanitary condition in Massauas leave much to be desired. The
port is erowded with men and supplies. There is only one publie
toilet in the town and no sewage system. The streets are used
indiseriminately as latrines. No warehousing facillities exilst.
Supplies are stacked in open dumps and when rains oceour prior to
removal of supplies to the plateau, large quantitles are spolled.
There are no hotels or other sleeping aceommodations excepting cne
or two freighters anchored in the harbor and used to acccmmodate
easualties awaiting shipment to Ital{. These frelighters are so
infested with vermin and buges as to be almcst uninhablitable, Press
correspondents and others who were acquainted with the situation
preferred to stay ashore until they could get aboard a transport.
Even here it is next to impossible to sit down anywhere because of
the amcoumulated filth, Many have found it more agreesable to seek
accommodations in the native brothels rather than go aboard the

freighters.

Communication

From: M.A, Rome, Italy. Report No, 14,986, January 3, 1936,

—
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Communication between Massaua and Adowa depends on one road
and this rcad has been very badly cut up by the heavy travel,
The stretch between Nefasit and Asmara 1s especially bad., It is
out out of the side of the mountain with straight drops of over
1000 feet, It is narrow and passing is only done with great
difficulty. For a while traffic was controlled on this romd -
one way during certain hours - but so many exceptions were made
that the control has now broken down completely and traffic moves
both ways, passing on such turncuts as could be built. Heavy
traffio has ground the road surfacing to powder and the shoulders
glve way under the weight of the trucks. Accidents are frequent.
Often several trucks, their drivers blinded by the dust, have
followed esach other over the bank. The same is true of the newly
constructed roads from Asmara to the front., Casualtiez due to
road aceidents have exceeded those due to battle. In one 31 mile
streteh of road (a seotion of the Senafe-Adigrat road) there are
1700 hair-pin turns. On another section of the road between
Asmara and Adowa Mr, Courtney counted 27 trucks down the embank-
ment. He came to one truck fully loaded and bound for the front
which had broken down and after some delay this truck was rolled
over the bank with its entire eargo. He stated that the easualties
among trucks due to acecidents and breakdown ran as high as
per day, many of these of course belng repaired and returned to

service.

While en-route from Asmara to Adowa Mr, Courtney passed
many 75 mm. guns and 105 mm, howltzers returning from Adowa. It
is not possible to use anything except pack artillery im this zone.

There is a fertile plateau around Axum and between Adowa and
Axum. Other than that the country that he saw is not even suit-
able for grazing. Mr, Courtney got as far forward as the Dam-
beguina Pass. He left before the fighting whiech took plaee in
this vicinity the middle of December. He subsequently learned
that the Italian advanced elements whieh were driven back from
Kai Timohet wers blocked in this pass and suffered s=evere casual-

ties.

The Itallans were similarly ambushed during the advance from
bLdigrat to Macalle in a canyon morth of Azbi. The Danaki]l column
(Mariotti group of natives) which consisted of two battalions of
Askaris and about 1000 Danakils marched into a gorge without
suffieient reconnaissance and were trapped in the gorge, suffer-
ing heavy casualties. Attempts to communicate by radio with the
Corps Commander, General Santini, falled because the radiec sete
were not funcetioning. The column remained in the gorge through-
out the day and night but the Abyssinians withdrew without
attempting to annihilate it. The attack was such a surprise
that the supply units (ocombat trains) had to abandon their sup-
plies and close up in order to avoid being cut off. The column
continued on to the village of Azbi without food or water, The
radio equipment was repaired and a message gotten through to the
Corps Commander who managed to transport supplies by air but the
supplies were dropped at the wrong place and were taken by the
natives before the troops could get to them. This column had to
rejoin the corps by its own efforts before it could receive any

assistance.
The Askaris are good soldiers, As one Italian officer put
it: "They are a lot better tham the Black Shirts®. The Black

Shirts hAve made lots of noise in East Africa but have not been
affective as combat troops. The regilar scoldiers are much better,

Morale
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Morale smong the Italian troops is not high. There is a great
deal of the ususl grumbling, but alsc a lot of real dissatis-
faction with the existing conditions. If it was hoped that many

of the troops now im East Africa would want to settle there, the
hope will not be realized, for almost to & man the Italian soldlers
wuld like nothing better than a transport home.

The Askaris have borme the brumt of the fighting to date and
in consequence have adopted a rather superior attitude toward the
Ital ians.

Mr. Courtney was i1l for a time in the hospital at Aksum.
He deseribes this hospital as without sny sanitary arrangements
at all, The only latrines are open straddle-trenches, and bathing
fogilities do not exist. A moat around the city contains scme
fresh water and is used indiseriminately for drinking purposes,
sewage disposal, watering animals and washing pigs and goatis. The
natives seem to have attained an immunity to typhold but there is
lots of syphilis and African uleers, The white troops have suf-
fered scmewhat from pneumonias, but on the whole their health has
besn surprisingly good considering the conditions.

As soon as Marshal Badoglio assumed command, all war corres-
pondents have been ordered back to Asmara. There they get very
little information. Frequently the official communiques are not
delivered to them until several days after they have been publish-

ed in Roms.

Mr. Courtney feels that the Italians are now definitely
stopped in their present positions and will not be able to ad-
vance again this season. He feels that Marshal Badoglio will
be fortunate if he can hold on te territory now oecupied., The
aviation has been of little real value, The country is so vast
and there are so many opportunities to hide in the brush and
among the rocks that air observers find it impossible to plck
up even large bodies of native troops. The natives are becoming
ageustomed to the Italisn airoraft and know how to avold being
seen., They have even gone 80 far as to prepare traps for the
Italisn aviation by setting up a cemp in a valley, then abandon-
ing the camp and taking positions on the steep sides of the
mountains from which they ean fire from above on any aireraft
attempting a low altitude attack on the camp. 4As a result
Italian asir attacks now are being made from an altitude of

10,000 feat,

The tenks have been of somewhat more value, especially in
advancing against villages, but the country has been too Tough
for their extended use.

NOTE: This picture drawn by Mr, Courtney may be very much
overdrawn. It is reported for what it may be worth as the im-
pression of an American journalist gained from a three weeks'
visit to the scemeé of operaticns in East Africa.

NOBRMAN E. FISKE
Ma jor, Cavalry, U.S.A.,
Asst. Military Attache.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 4
WASHINGTON

June 30, 1936.

Dear Mr. President:

It appears that the United Prees gave out
yesterday a somewhat mieleading report, which has
found its way into the Italian press. The Embasey
has this morning sent us the item, ag it appears
in this morning's papers in Rome, and I attach a
copy of the despatch.

Inasmuch as it was announced from 8t. Louis
yesterday that Long had resigned, it occurs to me
that possibly you may care, in your press conference,
to confirm the fact of hie resignation and at the
same time say something to the effect that, in due
course, you would make an announcement of a new
American Ambassador to Rome, whose appointment would
be in the ordinary routine,

The United Press statement that a "gpecial
ambassador® is to be sent from this country to Italy

for
The President

The White House.



for certain special purposes, perhaps might
wWell be disposed of ag 8oon as possible before
it gains headway,

I am expeoting a reply from Rome at any
moment for the requested agrément for the new
Ambassador, but meanwhile, as is so often the
cage, the United Press is giving out another
statement mentioning my name in thig connection,
Needless to say, I have sald nothing to the

Press whatscever,




WCNSTS
THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO SEND UNDERSECRETARY PHILLIPS
THE UNITED PRESS SAYS UNDER A COPYRIGHT.

PHILLIPS WILL ATTEMPT TO WORK OUT AMERICA'S RELATIONS WITH THE NEW
ITALIAN EMPIRE WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE ADMINISTRATION'S PRINCIPLE
OF NOT RECOGNIZING TERRITORIAL GAINS MADE BY FORCE.

THE IMPORTANCE WITH WHICH BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND ITALY REGARD
THE ETHIOPIAN PROBLEM IS SHOWN BY THE FACT THAT THEY ARE EXCHANG ING
UNDERSECRETARIES OF STATE AS ENVOYS, ITALY HAS JUST APPOINTED
FULVIO SUVICH, PHILLIP'S ITALIAN COUNTERPART, AS AMBASSADOR TO THIS
COUNTRY, HE WILL REPLACE AUGUSTO ROSSO,

6/30.~~RB1 34P .

PEEE



J8 Gray
ROME
Dated June 30, 1936
Rec'd 7:00 a.m.
Secretary of State,

‘fashington, D.C.

241, June 30, 10 a,.m,
Following United Press.report under 'ashington date line
of June 29th published in this morning's papers:

"From & most reliable source it is learned that a
high offizial of the Pedsral Covernment will go to Rome
in the negr future to discuss and settle with the Italian
Government questions of direct interest to the United
States which have arisen as a consequence of the Italien
annexation of Ethiopia.

At the State Department there is neither confirm-
ation nor denial of the rumor that the American ‘mbass-
ador tc Rome Breckinridge Long is being at least tem-
porarily replaced by special ambassador. Long, it will
be recalled, is still in & hoppital at Hochesater, Minn-
escta, ond hes asked to be replaced in his missiun to
lome "

KIRK
J3
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IL CAPO DEL GOVERNO



STANDARD FORM No. 144
AFFROVID BY THIE

PSF: e/
| W o Frow The White House
T — ' MWashington

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

cﬁBLEﬂm - YN EOVEREMEET FRINTING SFFIEH .I‘H_
January 27, 19827,
H. B. AUGUSTO ROSS0

HOTEL PRINCE DE GALLES
PARIS

MY WARM GREETINGS AND GOOD WISHES TO YOU BOTH

ROOSEVELT



THE SECRETARY oF STATE
WASHINGTON

January 25, 1937,

The Secretary of State encloses for the informa-
tion of the President copies of the telegrams indicated
below,

Since some of these telegrams were transmitted in
one of the Department's confidential codes, it would be
appreciated if the enclosures could be returned to the
Department at the President's convenience for appropri-

ate disposition,

Enclosurest

Telegran No, -, Parts, (dntea January 25, 12:15 n.m,)



U GRAY
Pafls
Dated January 25, 1937
Hec'd 12:15 p.m.
Secretary of State
Washington
PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT ;
Rosso, former Italian Ambassador to Washington,
is to be married in Parlis on the morning of January 28
to an Americun ledy, Mrs, Bunker. I am to be witness at
the marriage.
From a conversntion I had with Rosso I know that he
would be deeply moved 1If you should send him a personal
telegram of good wishes, His address i1s Hotel Prince

de Golles.

BULLITT
CSB:HPD
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Paris, February 2, 1937.

Dear kiss Le Hand:

1 am enclosing herewlth, for transmittal
to the President, & letter from His Excellency
Augusto Rosag: former Italian Ambassador in -

Washington and now Italian ambassador in lLioscow.

Wiith ell pood wishes and kindest regards,
I ramain;

Hastily and sincerely yours,

Ot

Carmel 0ffie.

P. 3. -= All is quiet on the Selne]
Enclosure.

Miss Marguerlte Le Hand,

Privete Secretary to the Fresident,
The White House,

wWwashington, D. C.



[ -

His Kxcellency

Paris, January 29th, 1937

Dear Mr. President,

Having asked the advice of my friend Bullitt
as to the way a former Ambassador to Washington should
follow in sending his wedding announcement +to the
President of the United Ststes, the answer was : "Just
write a personal letter. The President does not mind
an occasional breach of the Rules of Protocol !",

Folloving Mr. Bullitt’s advice, I take the
liberty of addressing to you this informal communication
of my marriage with Mrs. Frances Wilkinson Bunker of
Washington, formerly an American citizen, and since
yesterday the ltalian Ambassadress in Moscow.

I wonder, Mr. President, irf you happen to

remember that two years ago, at the divlomatic reception

Franklin D. Roosevalt

i'resident of the U
The White House

nited States

Washington, D.C.



at the White House, you teased me for my delay in obeying
the Duce’s ukase to his diplomats : "Marry or quit I ",

This is one of the reasons why I thought I should
let you know that I have actually complied with the order
of my Boss !

But I have been prompted to do g0 also by the
memory of the grest kindness and friendliness you have
always shown me during my mission in Washington, which
makegme feel doubly happy to-day for the new tie binding
me to a country and a people I have learnt to know and
love.

May I respectfully ask you, alsc in the name
of my wife, to convey to Mrs. Roosevelt our deepest
regards, and to accept yourself on this occasion, the

assurance of our sincere devotion.

Believe me, dear Mr, President,

most sincerely yours

o
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July 8, 1937,

N BEORETARY HULL
LYIC DE SUVICE

Trade Agreements Progream.

The Ambassador of Italy called at his own request.
He had just returned from a three weeks' trip to the
Pacific Coast., For several minutes we discussed what
he saw and heard on thie trip. He spoke of Hollywood
and the different stars he met there and ended with the
statement that there was = great deal of rare genius
smong them. I took this leed to state that umlees Italy
was well represented among the foremost of these peniuses
it would be the first time that that grest country hed
not been well represented among the best minde of the
vorld inm one or more lines of thought; that this re-
minded me that many more of Italy's statesmen should
visit this country, just ae American statesmen visit
Italy and other countries of Furope and other Turopesn
atatesmen visit thie country. I then s2dded that one
of the valuable policies which contributed very much
to the enthusiasm of the conferemce of American nationms,
both at Montevideo and Buenos Aires, was that eech

proposed
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proposed 2 full and comstant interchange between all of
the American nations of the educational, cultural, ar-
tistic and other veluable sttainmente of each country
to the end that esch would have the bemefit of the best
that all could produce. I then launched into the
strongest possible discussion of nationalism in its
extreme form, carefully distinguishing between sane,
practical netionalism within reasonable limite and the
extreme type which during the post-war period has con-
stituted the woret disesse theat could overtske the humsn
family. 1 repeated my illuetration of 2 community of
families, ne set forth in 2 redio addrese of mine during
Foreign Trade ¥Week, in which I pointed out what hsppened
to a family that undertook to live 2 hermit existence
without a single friend smong the femilies of the same
community, hor it stagneted and steadily became hope-
lesely decadent. I eaid, "Thie is the great curse of
the world today and threatens civilired nations with
gtill more disastrous effects, unless the nations im-
mediately begin at least to move in a different direc-
tion with a definite =ni sound program. ] remarked
that our entire program promulgated at Buenos Alres

contains
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containe a ressonable, practical and most urgent set of
prineiples =and policies as the single alternative to
the present dlsastrous course of affairs im Europe, --
that 18, a peaceful settlement and adjustment and re-
habilitation of all worthwhile and indispensable inter-
national relationships. I said that it is nobody's
fault in partiocular thet after eighteen years the only
foundation which Europe presents for a restored inter-
national order is the narrowest, cutthroat, trouble-
breeding method of trading and s wild, runaway race in
armaments; but that this is in striking contrast with
the program of the 21 American nations, and of seversl
Furopean countries which have spproved it in the mein,
which does provide s solid and permanent foundation for
a stable structure of business, of pesce, and of govern-
ment; that the single guestion is —- whether the civi-
lized nations will weit until it is too late before
proclaiming and pursuing this praetical and constructive
course. 1 elaborated further with my ususl arguments
in support of this progrem smnd especially mﬁuilld
the extreme necessity for its support by European

countries generally, before too late.
The
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The Ambassador interjected, for illustration and
without criticism, the view that the British are engeged
in sn armawent program which will require two years for
completion, and that, considering altogether conditione
in Burope, the time is not ripe just now for = movement
in support of the program to which I was referring in
some detail; thet within snother year or two the time
would be ripe,

I replied thet we were talking now se citirens of
the world, rather than as offieials representing our
two governments and that I desired his permission to
discuss the other side of the view he was expreseing,

I then sald that I had been reared in an undeveloped
mountainous region, where on Seturday afternoons the
neighbors gathered in amd about the country store; that
when I would see several of the younger eleaent, who
were 8till eangaged in sowing their wild oate, come in
armed with pietols, I knew there wee most likely to be
& olgar stub or a cigarette stub dropped sccidentally
during the afterncom and somebody would get bhurt; that
these same persons would Fet hurt even though none of
them intended or desired = pistol fight; on the other
hand,



-
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hand, thst when these young mem would come in of =
Saturday afternoon with no sign of firearme at all,
everyone breathed a sigh of relief because of the
assurance there would be mo violenmoce undertsken during
the day. I seid, "Humen neature smong statesmen and
emong netione ie very much the same. Furthermore,
ell of the natione mever get fully armed under a
poliey of rearmsment remoes; one or more always desires
longer time to get more fully armed and equioped; and,
in the end, en explosion inevitably ocours.” I con-
tinued, "This is the situstion in Europe today. It
is to avold just such = cataclysm th=t the 21 American
nations have offered & program sad are pleading to all
other oivilired nations to embrace 1t and give it sup-
port without a day's delay." I referred to the recent
statements on economic and military peace made by
Wussolini and eaid thet these gave hope amnd gratifica-
tion to all —— the only trouble was that the masses of
the people everywhere, within almost 24 hours, forget
and that, therefore, it is necessary that the program
for businese restoration and peace must be preached
each week by the important statesmen of each country;
that
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that I desired to request the Ambassador again to tell
¥ussolini how much we apprecisted these statements of
hie but that we profoundly hope he or his statesmen will
deliver a speech along these lines each week, 1 gaid
that there was never before such an opportunity for some
important country in Europe to furnish leadership with
Just this sort of a program as I hed outlined; that =
few addressee proclaiming it and supporting it would
result in en amaring awakening of pesce and good
neighbor sentiment and that = wave of grateful public
sentiment would sweep over Europe and over the entire
Western world. I said, "This government is keeping
entirely away from the political Aifficulties in Europe.
It 1 preserving neutrslity with respect to both politi-
cal and military sctivities and complications, We are
hoping and preying we may be able to keep 3,000 miles
away from any undesirable experiences in Europe, e
have a rather definite neutrality aect which 1s very
inflexible in certain respects, and we are assuming that
no governments —— such as the British, the Ruesian, the
German, the French, the Italian, or any other -—- will
say or do enough officiaslly to require the carrying into
operation of the neutrality aot."

The Ambassador
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The Ambasesdor was not very vocal in reply to this
and did not take ilssue or offer definite comment exocept,
by inference, to the effect that nothing of this nature
was contemplated so far as he knew. He again came back
to the question of the time not being propitious for a
movement in support of an alternative program for econ-
omic and peace restoration. I replied that if each
nation waits until the time is exaectly right from its
standpoint, then I must again repeat that the time never
would become propitious; that the experiemce of recent
years in Europe clearly demonstrates this view; that it
has not been possible for the nations of Turope to settle
any one or two of the 7 or 8 point program involved, or,
in other words, the situation is merely drifting esmidst
increasing turbulence and uproar in Europe, se well as
in certain other parte of the world; that the develop-
ment of a broader background and a more favorable
peychology is probably wital to a brosd snd successful
attack upon the mnumerous problems presented; that our
method of approach amnd our championship in the Western
hemisphere of the Buenos Alres program should be a
splendid example; that I could offer no better illustra-
tion of what I had in mind than to say that if Italy
and other importamt countries of Durope were preaching
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our Fuenos Alres program today, they and the 26 other
governments, parties to the mon-intervemtion pact, would
meet in London on next Friday with a softened state of
mind, with a friemdlier spirit and one of mutual conces-
eion, and with a etrong diesposition to find ways for
the complete settlement of the matters of difference
before they ceased their efforte or adjourned their
meeting; that this is in wide contrast to = meeting
next Friday where there may be just 2 little sloofnese
from each other, a little too much suspiciom of each
other's motives and purposes and a lack of that confidence
and neighborly spirit which is so necessary on the occa-
elon of great orises; that, in brief, the preschment =nd
the champlomship of a program such as pointed out by me
was probably imdispenseble to the development of the
necessary peychology among statesmen and natlions to deal
adequately and promptly with present emergency problems;
that statesmen must develop an interest and s disposition
and a will to cooperate in a brosd and flexible manner
in support of a basic progrem of peace and business
restoration -- otherwiese that it will not be possible to
induce natione to halt their present armament races and
to supprese their present suepicions end lack of trust
in
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in each other to an extent sufficient to emable them
to cooperate in support of a desirsble program. The
Ambsssador took no iesue with this view but seemed to
be much interested.

1 elsborated here on the gemeral situation in
Purope, referring to it as serious and whet many would
ecall dangercus. I remerked that either another war or
a deep-seated ecomomic panic would be utterly destructive
of =11 thet is worthwhile in the affairs of the western
world, =nd yet absolutely nothing im Europe ie being
done in the way of permanent plamning in the direction
of pesce and gemeral stability. I eaid that today there
are probably 4 million wage-earners in Germany engaged
in armsment produetion, who, with their families, com-
prise 15 to 20 million of the emtire German population
of 70 million; that relative mumbers in the United States,
great Britein, Italy, Framce, and other countries, ere
likewise engaged; that within another eighteen months,
when the resources of most countries necessary for
further inoreased armaments are exhsusted, it would not
be humanly possible to find other gainful and productive
employment for all the millions end millions and millions
of wage-earners now engaged in military production; and

that
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that yet, with the roar of the economic and the military
Niagara below, now within distinct hearing, =nd with
the certain knowledge that the happening of either
catastrophe would be fatal, nations are drifting and
drifting and drifting with no broasd or permanent or
peaceful planning.

The Ambassador again came back to the idea that
the armsment workers could a year or two hence be
gradually transferred to productive industry. I said
that I must distinotly differ om this point; that noth-
ing in the future could be more clear than that the
races in armaments by industriasl n=tliomns, as h=ppens to
be the cese, and continued delay in adopting a coopera-
tive program for gemeral rehabilitation, would within
another two years have compelled all of the surplus-
producing food and surplus-producing raw material
countries to establish their own mamufacturing and other
{ndustrizl plants, thus leaving surplus-producing
industrial countries, like Itely and others in Europe,
not to mention the United States, high and dry so far
as anything resembling a real and profitable intermatiomal
trade in the future would be concerned. I. further stated

that there
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that there could beyomd quesption be restored 30 billion
dollars of mutually deeirsble and mutually profitsable
international trade above the present depleted volume;
that there are many things Italy and other imdustriel
countries produce, differing materially im value or
quality or use, which it would be highly profitsble
for the United States and other countries to purchase,
thus giving employment to capital amd labor im both
countries; that another two years of armament reces
and failure to adopt m program of pesce and economic
rehabilitation would inevitably fastem upon the world
permanent conditions of the most extreme economie
nationalism and all of ite unthinkable consequences
and deep privations. 1 said that 1t is in these cir-
cumstances that this country, as stated before, while
taking every precsution to keep aloof from political
and military involvements abroad, strongly feels that
each civilired country right now has the unshirkable
responsibility of meking a real comtribution to promote
peace and normal internationzl relatiomships; that
therefore it and the other American nations are behind
the broad economic program and its kindred provisionms
to which I had referred, and that naturally we are
looking
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looking longingly to leading countries in Europe to
offer a similsr contribution to peace and economic
well-being; that unless they do awaken and give support
to such a Program and movement, an economic collapse
in Europe within 18 to 24 months 1s ineviteble,

The Ambassador made very little further comment,
eéxcept to agree in prineiple om all that I wag saying
about the ecomomic situation and the desire for pesce.

He then said that his government Trequested him
to say to this government that Italy has mo purpose
whatever to Occupy Bpanish territory in any event and
18 only concerned in that respect to see that a Com-
munist government does not prevail in Spain., He then
added that his government strongly favored recognition
of belligerent righte of Genersl Franco'e urgulution,
not recognition of the Franco organigation A8 A govern-
ment as Italy and Germany had recognized 1t, Hig
theory seemed to be that recognition of belligerency
by all the nstions would clarify and serve to solve
the present important differences relative to the
Spanish situation. He emphasized the point ag stated
that Italy continues to adhere to the non-intervention

pact
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pact along with the other 28 Fovernments signatory to it.
I thanked him for the information amd expreseed the hope
that the interested nations in Europe would find ways
to compose every difference; that, as indicated, this
eountry has = rather definite and inflexible neutrality
act, and thet, of course, with our variety of popula-
tion some people at all times are urging us to take
steps; that naturally we have been assuming that none
of the meny governments interested will be dieposed to
indulge in such officiel utterances or sots ss would
ralse the question of placing 1t in operation, The
Ambassador said, "I observe that you are not operating
the embargo provisions", to which I Teplied that this
is upon the aseumption, as just steted, that no other
government will engege in such officiel acte ss would
ageravate or complioate the situstion any further in

80 far as 1t would relate to our neutrality law,

The Ambassador made no further comment on this
particular phsse, He then proceeded to say that his
government would be flexible im its attitude in con-
ference with other Fovernments, amnd that 1t was the
purpose of his government, while going as far in

dealing
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dealing with 2 given phase as was deemed neceesary or
advieable, to stop short of astion which might be
caloulated to provoke violence or hostility with another
country or coumtries.

8 CH:HR



T— DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

July 7, 1937

My dear Mr., President:

I received this morning a personal letter from
Bill Phillipe dated June 32 in which he saye that he is
considerably worried because of the long delay which
has elapsed in your eending a reply to Mussolini's
letter to you of November 19, 1838. He says that "Thig
long delay i1s really unfortunate®, and expresses the
belief that it would be very helpful if you saw fit to
eend a reply in the near future.

I remember that you spoke to me some weeks ago
about this matter and indicated that you were then pre-
paring to draft a reply.

It may be that because of recent developments you
have thought it better to wait a while longer before
sending your answer, but in view of the concern which
Bill Phillips expressed, I thought I had better bring
his request personally to your attention.

Believe me

The President,
The White House.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE g
WARBHINGTON, ©- ©. J ¥

Thol To e

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to February 9, 1938
NE 885D.01/378

My dear Mr. Mclntyre:

In accordance with the President's memorandum of
January 31, 1938, I am returning the letter of Janu-
ary 15 addressed to the President by Dr. W. 0. Martin
on behalf of Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia.

The Department has instructed the Embassy at
London to make appropri acknowledgment of Dr.

Martin's communication.

Enclosurs;
iﬂﬂhiﬁ*lﬁf’féﬁa.
The Honorable
Marvin H. MelIntyre,
Seoretary to the President,
The White House.
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President Franklin D, Hoosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C,

Sir,

I have the honour to thank You heartily in the name of
His Majesty The Emperor of Ethiopia and the Ethiopian People for
Your right and noble act in refusing to recognize the unjust and
srecarious occupation and pretended sovereignty of the King of
Italy over the Ethiopian Empire.

Such a firm stand for international right and Justice

on the part of the Head of the great American People is a great
eéncouragement for us and for all weak peoples and a noble example
to the world, and we have no doubt that perseverance in these vital
moral principles by the great democracies will in the end overcome
all difficulties and bring peace and security to the peoples of the
‘Wﬂrld .

I have the honour to be,

With the highest consideration,
8ir,
Your obedient Servant,
C_ Wanumbm 1

2 e




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

August 31, 1934,

B )
MEMOR AN DU FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

The following comes from & psrson who
actually has & sorew:at intizate mocess to
NMussoling:

low for the moment to give Hitler the necossary
time of tem weeks to complete his defenss line --
8t which time Hitler would be ready to present
an ultimatum to Prague. At that tine the "ring®
of Germany, Austris and Hungary would be ready
to act as & concertad unit. One item of the
ultimatum under consideration would be the
discharge of Benaes by Czechoslovakin,"

I mersly pess this Bn to you. The informa-
tion was sent pe early in July but only just
Teached me. It is worth noting thet ten weeks
froi the snd of May bringe us approximetely to
the early part of September,

F.D.R.

FDR/4d
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{ THE COUNSELOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
/< WASHINGTOMN

- Beptember 22, 1938.

Dear Mr. President:

A question has been raised as to whether the
request should be met of those who are interested
to exempt from the payment of customs duties a
number of household furnishings that are being
brought in from Italy to be used in a houese that
ie being provided in Washington by or under the
direction of the Vatican State, Agsistant Secretary
Gibbons of the Treasury tells me that he will feel
justified in granting the request should the Btate
Department indicate to him that it will be glad to
see 1t granted as an act of international courtesy.
So far as I know, none of us here who have consider-
ed the matter perceive any objection to a note being
written to Mr. Gibbone on which he may base an order
exempting the articles, which I do not understand to
be of any considerable value, from the payment of
customs duties, When the matter wae casually men-
tioned in a conversation with the S8ecretary yester-
day, he thought it would be well for me to bring it
to your attention, and therefore I am now doing thie
in the hope that you can find time to have someone
telephone me as to whether or not you see any ob-
jection, Mr, Gibbons would like to know ae soon as
possible what to do,

The suggested action would not imply any recog-
nation by our Government of the Vatican State.

Yours very sincerely,

The President,
The White House.



President Roosev@lt to the Chief of the Italian Government
(Museolini), Washington, December 7, 153E&.

(re: political refugees)

Pyblished in Forelgn Relatione of the United States, 193%,
Volume I, General, pages EGE_¥5Q.
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