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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJNGTON 

May 14th, 1933 , 

My dear Mr . Prime Minister:-

I am aski ng Ambassador 
Long, who is a very old personal friend of mine, 
to give you thi s note when he pr esent s his 
credentials. I only wi sh that I might have 
the opportunity to see you myself , to give you 
my greetincrs and to talk over many things in 
which you and I have a common interest . 

Uay I tell you how much 
I appr eciated my talks with Signor Jung? His 
frankness , his complete unders t anding of our 
mutual problems , and his delightful personality 
gave me great pl easure and great confidence. 
Thank you for sending him . 

Those two very wonderful 
volumes have thrilled me, not only because of 
their gr eat a.rtis ti c merit, but also because 
Vergil and Horace were my favori t es in my student 
days - and I shall keep them among my treasures . 
When I am gone they 1vill repose in the Library 
of Congr ess . 

And in the meantime t hey 
will be symbols of the greatneso of the spiri t 
and understanding of t he Italian people - and 
of you thei r leader whom I hope some day to meet . 



• 

I am , my dear Mr . Uussolini , 

Very sincerely yours , 

FRANKLI N D. ROOSEVELT 

Hi s Excel lency 
Si gnor Benito Mussolini, 

Head ~f t he Gover nment , 
Prime Mi nister of the 

Kingdom of Italy, 
Rome • 



THE UNDER SECRETARY Of' STATE 

WASH INGTON 

December 4 , 193~ . 

Dear Mr . President : 

I beg to call to your attention a 

very i nteresting and confidential telegram 

from Ambassador Long, under yesterday ' s date, 

1n which he reports the substance of recent 

conversations between Hitler anci. "the French 

representative in Berlin . The telegram is 

excellently prepared and i s a real contribu­

tion. 

F~fully yours , 

h~ 
The President 

The Wh1 te House . 
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My dear Mr. President: 

DEPARTMENT OF &TATE 
WA8HINQTON 

February 21, 1935 

With respect to the letter rrom Ambassador Long 

at Rome dated Pobruarr 3 , I wish to state that I re­

ceived trom Mr. Long on February 1 a cable, 1n which 
he stated that he had taken up tho matter ot tho pos­

sibility ot cotton trade with Suyich. Tho cable con­

tained no intormation aa to what he had in mind. Tho 
State Department had no 1ntormation about Mr. Long's 

conversation, betore leaving tho United States, with 
Oscar Johnston, Morgenthau, Wallace, and others on 
tho matter ot cotton trade. 

On February 3, the same day that he wrote hia 
letter to rou, Mr. Long eont a cable stating that he 

had t alked with Signor Muasol1ni and that Signor 
Muaaol1ni had asked it there were a chance that we 

could have some agreement on acme tow articles eo aa 
to make acme immediate advance 1n tho volume ot trade, 

The Preeident, 

The White Rouse. 
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and that he hoped t hat soll:e euoh arrangement might 

be arrived at i n advance of t he more general arrange­

ments to follow. ur . Long said that he had replied 
that he t hought this was posoible . 

In reply to his cable , I wired that it was not 

clear what he had specifically in mind. There had 

been some earlier proposal with respect to raw silk. 

I pointed out that raw silk was already on the free 

list , and that if any arrangement carried a definite 

obligation to purchase raw silk, some agency of the 

Government would have to buy this silk and distribut e 

i t, an arrangement which would obviously present diffi­
culties. I pointed out that a preliminary trade agree­

ment containing a' few items could not be made until 

after public hearings had been held, and that the 
announcement for such bearings bad already been made 

for March 11, 1935 , and t hat if prelimi nary arrange­

ments were entered into in advance of such hearings, 

American protected interests could charge that they 
bad not been beard . I asked Yr. Long to give us an 

expression of his views as to what might be done under 

these circumstances, and stated that it would bs most 

helpful i f he could secure from Signor Uuesolini and 

hie officials any suggestions that they might have . 

Yr. 
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ll.r . Long replied the next day, February 6, 1934, 

expressi ng his gratitude for my exposition of the 

s i tuation. Be stated tha t he had made it clear in his 

conversations that the American Government was not able 

to purchase commodities of any kind, and that the pur­

chase of s ilk was therefore out of t he qu.eation. Be 

had suggested that they find some other items of Ital1m 

ori gin whi ch might be considered in an arrangenent which 

would protect the market in Italy for American cotton. 

Be stated fur ther that he would now wait unt i l they 

approached him and then report t o us. 

I think the foregoing exchange of views be t ween the 

Ambassador and the Department since his letter of 

February 3, 1934, t o you, has brought us all abrea st of 

the situati on and that we are now i n a positi on to give 

carefUl considerat ion to any suggestions which the 

Italian offici als mi ght make . I am enclosing copies of 

all the telegrams relating to this matter . As these 

telegrams were transmitted i n one of the Department 's 

confidential codes , it would be appr eciated if they could 

be returned to tha Department a t the President ' s con­

venience for appropriate disposi t i on. 

FaithfUlly yours , 

Enclos~.trea : 

As above 
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ETHIOPIAN MOBILIZATION ORDER. 

This is a pe rfec t example of e. streamli ned oper~tions o r der . 

If thoy didn't win it wo.sn ' t the fault of the i r order 1 

" llhen this or der i s r eceived a ll men and all 

boys abl e to carr y a spear wi l l go to Addis Ababa . 

Every J:larri ed man will brint; his wife to cook and 

wash for him. Every unro.rriod rw.n will bring any 

unmarried woman he can f ind to cook IU'ld wash for him . 

17ol:len with babies , tho blind , IU'ld those t oo aged or 

infirm to ca r ry a spea r a re excuoed . Anyone found at 

hone after r ecei vin(; this or de r will be hanj;ed . " 
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" AIIIRIOAII OOIBULATI 
J&irobi, Oolony of leny&, Afrio&, 

June 35, 1935, 

7 
(It Ti ., 

BUBJIOT: Itali&n Aoi1v1tieo in Itali&n Bomaliland, 

T BE BOIOIUBLI 

Bill: 

TBI BIORI:TAJIY OF BTATI: , 

WABHINGTOI, 

I have the honor to eubmit the following in­

formation reg&rding the aot1vit1ee of the Italian 

Army in Italian Bomaliland which waa related to me 

by one Wr, Peteraen, a traveling representative of 

the Oaterpi l l&r Tractor Ooepany who visited that 

area during the latter p&rt of Kay, In aubmitting 

thio information it is not my intention to enorcaoh 

upon the political reporting activities of other 

Ooneulatee, but it is believed that some of the in­

formation may help to augment that already eubait­

tod to the Department, 

At the time of Wr , Petersen' a vieit to Ital ian 

Bomaliland there were some 38,000 It&li&n troops 

stationed in and about MOg&diaoio, Koat of theee 

are underetood to be fr81 the eouth of Italy and 

&re inclined to be eour and unruly, Ooneequently, 

one unit of Blaot Shlrto bae been brought in for po­

lice duty, In addition to the Italian troope there 

are , ~me 30,000 Bomal1 troope under armo, Oapt&in 

Vivian 

• 
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Yi•ian Ward, a retired Britieb ~Y o!!ioer reeid­
in in Jairobi, Who bae bad ooneiderable e~peri­

enoe with Bomali troope, ••nturee the opi nion tbet 
tbl Italian Oo'l'lrDilent will be nry foolhh if it 
plaoee muob dependence upon t he Bo•ali troope einoe 
tbey are known t o be extremely unreliable. 

It 11 underetood tbat 33, 000 additional Ual ­
ian troope are e~peoted to arrin in llcgadhoio dur­
ing June and that 800 aore Black 8hirt e will aleo 
arri•• to augaent the unit now on duty there. 

On Kay 24th a parade of all the troope and 
equipment in the area wae held at llcgadieoio. In 
addition to t he troope aentioned above t be follow­
ing equipment wae obaerYed:- 39 pl anes, about equal­
ly diYided between !igbtere and bombere; 40 amall 
tanh; and 36 - 75 a1111•eter field pieo... a wae 
not known • bat equipment in the way or artillery, 
et cetera, woul d aoooapany tbe troope e~pected to 
arr1Ye during June. 

lo barraote have ae yet been proYided, and al l 
the troope are quartered under oanY&o, among tho 

eand dunea aurroundin& kog&dleoio . All o! the welle 
in t he vicinity are braok1eb, and all water ~or 
tbe troop• .uet be d1et1lled fro• ••a nur. &p­
paratue !or dht1Uat1• appear& to be l1a1 ted &D4 

water ia rationed, tbe allowance !or all purpoeee 
bi1DC ho 11tru per day per penon. &bout once a 
week t be troope are aarobed to t he blaob for a bath, 
but by the time they ~a•• aarohed back to the camp 
1n a teaperature o! 100 to loo" r., t he ealutary 

e!!eota 
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effeota of the b&th b&ve been d11oipated, 

Tbe region produc .. no foodetu!te except ~ 

nanae, and all meata and vegetables muot be import­

ed, To date the importation& have not kept paoe 

witb needs and tbe troope are all on abort r atione , 

A1 a reeult of fliee and t be bad water .vail abl e, 

a goodly number or tbe troope are euffering from 

dyeentery, 

Tbe harbor of KogadiiOio wil l accommodate a 

aazimum of 16 veaoe11, but due to the l ack of equip­

ment and labor only two neeale can be unloaded at 

one t ime. Veeeela are forced to anchor about one 

mile out and are unloaded into Arab dbowe. Conse­

quently, in rough weather all l oading or unloading 

operations must cease, After being off-loaded into 

dbowa t he oargo io taken to tbe docks . The port fa­

o111tiea oomprlee one dook about 130• long, on wbicb 

there is one ten ton orane wbiob will not handl e t en 

tone and one three t on orane , A1 a reeult ot t he 

limited !aoilitiea t be eborteat t ime taken to un­

load one abip i e three d&ye, wbile aome veaaela 

bave r emained ae long aa thirty-three daye before 

unloading was completed, Kogadi scio has a normal 

population of only 800 and, although nary able­

bodied man in town le employed, the l abor abortage 

ie moat acute and the Italians are now attempting 

to reoruit additional labor elaewbere. 

Tbere are no wareboueee or other faoilitiee tor 

at oring oupplie1 and to date no material has been 

imported either for the oonetruotion ot warehouaee 

or of 



or of barraoka, .... eral large abl~h of flour 

and oe .. nt .. re t.portad juat prlor to the &dYent 

of t he ralny aeuon and wero atored ln large etaote 

on t ho ebore wltb not eYen any eort od: waterproof­

log ooYerlng to protec t thea from the raln, Aa a 

reeult the greater portion baa been ruined, 

In order to faollltate troop aoY«aanta t he 

Italiane are oonetruoting three roade from the 

ooaet to the Abyeelnian border. The main road 

wlll run f ro• MOgadlaoio ln a nortb-weetarly di­

rection. The other two roade will atart at pointe 

north and eouth of Kogadiaoio and will tend to con­

Yerge with the Kogad1aoio road ae they approach the 

Abyeetnlan border. To date lHUe progreae baa been 

aade e:mept on tbe aain r oad f%011 Kogadhoio, tor 

wb1oh tbe Italiana have laported eix 40 H.P . Oater­

plllar Oieoal Traotora , 

Although Kogadiaoio i e approx1aately 250 ailea 

froa the Abyooinian border, t he Italian !oroea have 

oonatruoted a oo8plete ayetea of entrenohaenta and 

barbed wire entangleceota ln a eea1-oirola nine 

• llee !roe MOgadieoio . 'tlbether tbeea entranchaenta 

will be uaad for training purpoeae only or wbetber 

the Italiana azpeo t to aake a laat atand there 

ahould t hey ba driYen that far from tbe .lbyeainlan 

border 1e not known, 

It ia raoosniaed in »og&dlaoio t hat the Ital­

ian Oonruent oan not ezpeot to oo•enoa any eari­

oue war-fare until after the •oneoon period, wbiob 

lute during Kay, June and July. During thh per -

iod 
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iod \ba aea ia a~at inYariably rough wbiob ba.­
para the loading and unloading of ehipe, and t be 
rain wbl ob acco8p&Diea the .01110011 will ettaotuall y 
pre•e11t any operatio11e on a large eoale inland, 
Well intor.ed pereono in Kogadieoio make no hoeita­
tion about eaying tbat aoti•e boatilitiae will ooa-
118110e a bout Bepte11ber let and tbat when the Ital­
ian• coneider th .. a&lYee euftioiantly prepared, a 
.. r iea ot-tnoTdenoee or torder olaeboe will be cre­
ated whio~ll be ueed ae an exouee for ee11ding 
troope into .t.byuinia. It wou ld. appear, bonur, 
that unleoe the Italian Oo•ernaent goea atout ite 
war preparation• in a auoh .are bueineaelike •anner 
than 1t baa to date, they •ay find tbe•eelYeo B8ri­
oual y embarraeeed by l ack of equipment and IUpPliee 
AJld by aiokneee a.ong bar troopa • 

.t.n uueing iooident in connection w1 tb the pur-
obaeing of euppliee in lenya for the Italian Oo•ern- J 
aent baa occurred. !be looal firm of Kitobell Cotta 
& Company has obtained the authority for the purcbaae 
of all f oodotutfa and other euppliea needed for t he 
Italian troopo which aay be obtained in ~aet Af r ica. 
About two weoke ago a large order for varioue tbinge 
no reoeiYed and the fir at i tea on the Hat read:-
•500 l ediee of aaay Yirtua • . Al though kenya baa a 
reputation abroad for a eingular laok of aorala a-
aong ite white aattlera, people in lairobi felt t ba• 
this waa go i ng a little too tar. It ia underetood 
that tbia portion ot t he order waa paeeed on to oon-

neotiona 



neo\1ono 1n BOmbay wbo are i n a bettor poa1\1on to 

fill \he order than 1o the local fir• . 

\ 

Roepeotfully youro, 

(Signed) Robert B. Streeper 

Robert B. Streeper 
Allor1oan Ooneul, 
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T H t UND ER S ECRETARY Or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15 ' 1935. 

Dear lllr. Preeldent: 

I enoloae two 1ntereat1ng tele­
grams tro• Parle, d.ated July 13th and Uth, 
rupeot1nly. They 1nd1oate clearly the 

way the 11'1nd 18 blow1118 between Italy &nd 

J:th1op1a. 

The Prea1dent 

!he 'lh1 te Bouea . 
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This telesrnm must be 
closely pnrnphrnsed be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone (B) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C. 

RUSH, 591 , July 13, 5 p .m. 

PARIS 

Dated July 13, 1935 
Rec 1d 3 :05 p .m. 

URGENT AND 01"?37 I ?57 'L FOR THJ: SECR<:I'ARY 

I so.w Lnvo. l this aft ernoon o.ccompo.nied by Tuck 
and communico.ted to him the sense of your 270, July 
11, 1 p .m. and 275, July 11 , 8 p.m. He replied tho.t he 
is equally anxious to avoid war tho.t he beli eves that 
it miGht be avoi ded by Italian mandate over Abyss i nia 
which would give Italy territorial concessions, econ­
omic advantages and o. form or administrative control 

but he does not know whether that \70Uld be 110ceptablo 
t o t ho Emperor . Laval expressed himself as willing :to 
cooperate with United State4 and England t o settle the 
di spute i f t hat could be arranged, I told him of your 
expressed i gnorance or details of controversy to which 
he r epl1od tpat be had no knowledge of Mussol1n1 1 s 
reply to Eden in Rome except published report• 

He feels that Italy 18 bent on war if 11nr is 
necessa.ry t o accomplish her purpose . In regard to my 

question 



- 2-
From Pnris July 13, #541 

questi on as to the effect on Europe of sending four 

hundred thousand Italian troops to Abyssini a ho snid 
11 t hnt is Mussol1n1 1s business --not mino . " 

STRAUS 

CIB 



This telegram must be 
closely paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone , (B) 

Secretar~r c-f $:ate , 

\'lashingt<>n. 

RUSH 

PARIS 

Dated July 14 , 1935 

Rec ' d 1 :05 p , m, 

5921 July 14, 3 p , m, 

QillfiiLii!!lL FOR 'ruE SECR::TARY. 

Saw Italian Ambassador to France . t anni vorso.ry 

review this morninG • In answer to my qu'!l~tlon he said 

that in his opinion wo.r in Abyssinia is ins vi table ; 

that British Ambassador here had suggested t o Lo.val 

a meeti ng between Mussolini, Laval and Hoo.re in o.n 

endeo.vor to find a solution tho.t might avoid o.n a~ed 

conf'lict; that Laval had telephoned to IJussollni, and 

that llussolin1 ho.d replied tho.t discussion would not 

alter his determino.tion to mai ntain his position, 

STRAUS 

RR 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 9 , 1935 

Dear llr. President : 

Referring again to your desire to be kept 

informed in regard to the health o! Italian troops 

now in Eaet Africa, I beg to enoloee !or your in­

formation a memorandum on the eubjeot which has 

been prepared !or me by our Division of •ear 

Eastern Affairs. It is true that most o! the 

information contained in our de spatches i G baaed 

on rumors and reports, but read together they 

present a rather defi nite picture. 

I also 'bring to your attention a t elegraa 

just received !rom our Embassy at Rome, With -regard to the same subject. l e have yet t o hear 

from our new e!!ort to obtain information !rom 

Port Sai d. 

aithfully 

!he Preeident , 

!he lhi te Houae. 
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DEPARTKEIIT or STATE 

DIVISION Or NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS 

.lugue t 8 , 1935. 

In connect i on wi th the interest recently ex­
pressed by the Presiden t in obtai ning i nformation 
regarding the number and health of troops now being 
invalided ho=e to Italy fro= East .lfrioa, I have had 
a search made of a11 despatohee from Rome on the 
subject or t he Italo-Ethiopian dispute and think 
t he foll owing excerpts may be of some val ue, al­
though it will be noted that moat of the i nfo rmation 
ie baaed on rumors and r eports: 

1 I t ie ..•• rumored that the morale of t he troops in Somalia ie not good and tnat t hey are suffering grtatly from t he excessive heat, lack of an adequate water eupply and from unsatisfa ctory sanitary conditione•. (Despatch #1077 from Rome, lla.y 3' 1935). 

1 It is reported that some 5~ of the crewe on the transports used in the East .lfrica.n service are demanding a. transfer to some other service on account of impaired health and overwork incidental to tropical conditione•. (Despatch fllOS from Rome, llay 23, 1935). 
"Rumore concerning serious outbreaks of ill ness among the Italian troops and workmen in East .lfrica continue to be heard. .l report, attributed to the American Oonsul at Port Said, has reached the Emba.eey that a large Italian ship returning from Eritrea to Italy had r ecently passed thr ough the Suez Oana.l under etriot quarantine wi t h many oick on board, and that it is believed that, in addition to malaria,chol era has broken out among the troops in Eritrea• . (Despatch ill35 !~om Rome, June 8, 1935). 



a 

•Rumore of bad health conditi one among the men sent to East Af ric& continuo to circulate. Tho Oonsul&te General &t Naples roporte that some 340 laborers in­valided home f rom Eritre& were dieemb&rked at t hat port from June 2nd to June 6th . ...• Despite offioial announce­mente to t he contrary, it i s generally believed that most of these men were in a very serious condition. I t is understood that the strictest silence concerning living conditione in the East African Oolonies has been enjoined upon the men invalided home, but rumors of ext remely unsatisfactory health &nd sanitary conditione continue to emanate from the families and friends of men there. It is unoff icially but fairly reliably re­ported that an alarming number of cases of dysentery and sunstroke &reoccurring in Somalia and that it is very dif ficult to get the I talians to understand the necessity for protecting ~hemselves adequately from the tropic&l sun• . (Despatch ill46 from Rome, June 13, 1935). 
•Rumor s &nd reports ..• belie the newspaper state­ments concerning the excellent health conditione prevail­ing in t he East African colonies. The Americ&n Oonsul in Palermo reports in t his connect ion that t here are some 300 men boepit&lized in Palermo and between 700 and 800 in Weesina who have been invalided home !rom Eritrea and Somal i&. THE LONDON MORNI NG POST is said to have published an interview on June 18th with Pro­fessor Aldo Oaatollani, an I t alian authority on tropical disease• whose work is well known in London, and who baa recently returned ! r om a t our of inspection in Eritrea , to the effect that, in spite of reports to the contrary, the sanit&ry situation h 'absolutely sat1sf &ctory 1 • A report has reached the l mba esy, however, &ttributed to one who is close to Oastellani, that be f ound an &larm­ing number of cases of malari& in Eritrea and a wholly inadequate supply of quinine and other medioines to com­b:lt it''· (DGa)'ltJ'.l ;uas !rom R0111e , Juno 20, 1935). 

"'11th reg&rd to t he heal tb of the troops in last Africa the Emb&eey continues to hear unof fi cial reports and rumors concerning t he i ncre&si ng number of men being returned to Italy for hoep1 tal treatment•. (Deepat oh #1180 from Rome, June 27, 1935). 
1 Tbe lnglieh Oonsul at Messina reports that, on J une lOth, 800 eick aoldiere , return.i ng from Eritrea , 

wore 



were debarked a~ that port• . (Report #14533 from the Military Attaohe at Rome, June 28, 1935). 

According to the account of a militiaman returned to Naples in February of thie year from Eri tre& on account of ill ness, which was transmi t ted to the Embasey by the Consul General at Naplee, l aborers in East Africa are discontented but are placated by their high wagee. 

•Wi th r egard to the health conditions of the troops in Eri trea this mi l i tiaman reports that out of the 340 men sent there with him i n November 1934, one half have since been returned to Italy on account of illness. He himself suffered from malaria. He also reported a water shortage a t Asmara, but i n view of the time that has elapsed since his departure from Eritrea, this informa­tion is not thought to be of value• . (Despatch #1327 from Rome, July 25, 1935". 
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This telegra~ must be closely pnraphrased be­fore beL~s co~unicated to anyone . (B) 

SecretarJ of State 
l'lnshington . 

456, August 8 , 7 p . r. . 
Uy 446, August 6 , 4 p., . 

RO!.:E 

Dated August 8 , 1935. 
Received 4 :18 p .~. 

Rumor~ regarding unfavorable health conditions among the Italian troops 1n Enst Africa were not generally circu-lated L~ Itnly until tne ~onth of April but from that date reports of cases of SU!'l.S troice , malaria , dysentery, typhoid , and cholera among those troops were current as well as thren~ened water shortage and inadequate sanitary facilities at ~nssaua and elsewhere . The circulntion of these report~ was apparentl7 ~inally taken into consideration by the central aut~orities and stateoents have been published 1n the pross a~~ounoing that s i nce January 1st, 624 troops have been invalided froo the colonies and 37 have died of whiel'l 7 wore officers and that during tho same period 2 , 000 laborers ~~vo boon ropatriatod and 113 hAvo died . t.merican consular offioors , particularly those at ilaplos and Palo~o, havo subr.dtted reports of hospital casas nt thoso ports as woll as at UcssinA but owinp to tho difficulty of obtaininc details ns to tho nnturo of thoso cnsos no satisfactory 
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- 2- No , 456, August 8 , 1935, 
fror.t Ro:'lo . 

satisfactory ehool( with tho o!'ficial figures has boon 
poosiblo, 

Tho published accounts and statistics relating to 
tho health of tho troops sont to East Africa havo boon 
invariably accompanied by comment intondod to show thAt 
tho proportion of illnesses and dooths is negli gible and 
a rocont stntornont outlines tho progress of sanitation in 
tho East Africa colonies and tho difficulties which nrc 
being ovorcomo in the fight n@Pinst diocnse thoro . According 
to this stntoMont tho hospital fncilitioo which consiotod 
originally of eight hundred bods has been incroaocd to 
20, 000 b~ds of tmich 3 , 000 aro dostinod for Somnliland and 
tho remainder for Eritrea . In this connection, according 
to information supplied by on Italian offioor in tho army 
Medical corps who has rocontly r oturnod from Eritrea , it 
would appear tho policy is being adopted of reducing tho 
n'Wllbor of repatriation onsos by sending tho sick to tho 
high platonu regions of Eritroo. whore on oxtonsivo hospital 
COI!t:liserating system is beine installed £or which supplieo 
and equipment are now being purchased, Thin system is 
intended to core f or the sick as well as for eventual 
casualties . 

KIRK 
CI B HSS 
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TWE WWITE WOU8E 

WAIHINOTOH 

AllljU8t ao, 1836. 
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/ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAeHINOTON 

r. D. R. 



'-" DE,PARTMENT Of STATE 

/ TH~ SECRETARY \ 

~"--· August 19 , 1935 . 
Memorandum for The President . 

I a ttach a part of tel egram 
No . 500, f rom Kirk i n Rome , which I 
thi nk you will find interesting. 
The balance of t he tel egr am is badly 
gar bled and difficulty i s bei ng 
experienced i n decoding . 

I also enclose a copy of tele­
gr am No. 708, f rom Marriner in Pari s , 
and call your attention to t he 
marked par agraph. 

C; -IJ{_eo ~ 
c.H. 
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This message must be closely paraphrased before being communi­cated to anyone (c) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington
1 D. C, 

RUSH, 500, August 1?1 . l p ,m, 

RO}>!E . . 
Dnted August 191 1935 . . . 
Recei~ed 2 :20 p ,m, 

Strictly confidential , My ~991 Augus t 191 ll a .m. 
!.lussolini rcce.ived me shortly before 11 :30 this 

morninG and I l eft his office at noon, I presented him 
with a <;OI?Y of the message contained in your 1 36, August • 18, l p,m,, and explained to him that it was a personal 
and confidential message sent to him by the Secretary of 
State at the direction of the President which the Depo.rt­ment would not s.tve out to the press , 

Uussolini read the message carefully, He t hen 
asked me to convey to the President and the Secretary his appreciation of the expression of f riendliness and of 
the character of the message, As to the subject matter( 
howev~r, it was now too late t o avoid an 1u~ed conflict , Italy, he conti~ed, had mobilized a mill ion men and 
had 3vont two billion lire . Two hundred thousand men 
bad already been sent to Ens t Africa and one hundred 
f ifty thousand more wore ready to go at any time, Two 

Black 



.. 

liED - 2 - /1500, August 19, 1 p ,m,, fr<r.~ Rane Black Shirt div i sions were being sent out this week and others were to follow , In the f~co of this preparation and the sacrifices which it implied, any alteration in purpose now would be absolutely disn~trous to Italy nnd would entnil consequences fran ~1ich she would not recover for a century, !lo ~ tion, nnd he specU'ico.lly referred to the United States, could expect that Itnly could dr<llf bo.ck noa o.nd destroy her prestice in incurrino the tii.:~do.in of other countries who would be ready to accuoe her or having attempted to bluff or of hnvlng engaged in an undertnl<ing which sho found she was un-able to carry out , Six montho ago perhaps some solution might have been found but the opposition of other countri~s and znclnnd in particular, althouGh it had brought the Italian people unanimously to the support of the gover~­mcnt, hna ~trengtbened the position of the Negus so that now only a mil i tary dei'ent at the honda or Italy coul d accomplish the ends which Italy hnd a right to obtain, t:ussolini went on to sny thn t for years Italy hnd made every effort to ooopernte 1'1 th the Abyssininns to the mutual o.dvantage of both countries , PractiCAlly everjthing thnt had been done to improve the condition of the Abyssinians and advance their progress along modern lines had been due to the It~linns , The treaty 
of 1928 



MED - 3 - #5001 August 19, 1 p.m. , tram Rome 

of 1920 waa intended to dccl nre this ,lolicy of ami ty o.nd 
o.nd to render this collo.borntion effective . This 
Trenty, honever, had remni ned entirely ineff ective 
onin3 to the o.ttitude of the Abyssinians o.nd o.l l effor ts 
to .:;ive effect t o the purposes of the Treaty wer e of no 

o.vo.ll . Even prior to t he construction of the (?) 

of tho r oad to As s'\b ~.s an outlot to the sea, for the 
past fe11 dayo had met with the opposition of the 
Abysoinio.n Gover.-1ment and no progress could be tnade . 
It is true, he added, that during thnt time the influence 
of the French which durin(, thooe yeo.ro was unfriendly 
towo.rdo Italy, was o. f actor in negativing Italy's effor ts 
o.t cooperation in Abyss i nia but the main di fficul ty lo.y 
in Abyos1nia 1 s attitude toward Ito.ly _herself , I taly 
in 1896 had lost tho battle of Adowo. . Tho.t wo.s forty 
years ngo nnd the circwnatances wer e ouch that ~taly 
herself need not harbor o. necessity for revenGe• The 
Abyssiniano , however , r e6arded Adown no t he triwnph of their 
force over n ponerful wnite nation and this spirit , l'lhich 
hnd been encouraged by tho fri endly attitude nnd suppor t 
of other ~1ropeo.n nntiono , hnd created a situntion in 
Abyssinia which nbsolutely pr ecluded the poosibility 
on the part of Italy of aateguardln& or developinc her 

l egitimn to 



- 4 - #Soo, AuGuat 19, 1 p.m. from Romo 

legi timnto intcresta, This oituation could only be 

mot by a display of force nnrt could only be remedied 

by inflicting a defeat on tho Abyssininns , 

The Abyosin1ans , !!uooolin1 continued, wero 

knorm tO hove 450, 000 mon under arms , (End aoctlon one) . 

KIRK 

HPD: CSB 



• 

I 

W.El> 
This telegram must bo closely paraphrased 
before being communi­cated to anyone (C) 

Secret~ry of State, 

17o.shincton, D, c. 

ROJ.tE 

Dll tod Auguo t 19, 1935 
Received 2 115 p,m, 

RUSH, soc, August 19, 1 p ,m, (Section two) , 
their military plan was to retr eat before the Italian 
advo.nce and then when the Italian lives were ~tended 
to launch attacks against those lives in tho form or 
guer i l la r1o.r!'are . The Al>y:~sinio.n!l wore not takins 
su!'!'iclontly i nto account the It~linn air force which 
would eliminate tho chance o!' success o!' those tactics , 
Mussolini expressed compl oto confidence in the outcome 
o!' t his military sot up and ho intimated that ho believed 
1t would be brio!' . Ho indicated tho.t follov1in{l this 
phase noaotiati ons !'or a !'innl o.djus tnont would bo sir.lplo 
and in this connection ho pointed out tho success of 
Ital1a~ adm1n1:Jtrat1on 1n Eritrea whore groat progreso 
along moder n l ines had been made and 11hore no opposit;on 
on tho po.r t of tho nativoa had cvor boon encount ered, 
In givin0 tho forego i ng account Mussolini took pains to 
omphaoizo general attitude so far as envisagins tho 
matter solely from tho point of view that tho conflict 
would bo confined oxcluoivoly to It(\ly and Abyssinia 

and had 



J 

- 2 - #500 1 August 191 l p,m, frorn Rome 

and had boon alluding to tho pnrt played by other govern ­ments only insofar as they affected tho relations between those two countries , If tho conflict could be so limited ho said no anxiety need be felt QS to tho con-sequences , He wont on to any , however , thnt tho attitude of England bnd brought to tho foro the possibility thnt it might not bo s~ ccnfinod tlnd in that event he f~ro­saw tho gravest consoquoncos to tho pence ()f tho world , Tho conversations at Parts which c.ndod yostordo.y 
shooed o.n nttitudo which gnvc little indication that thoro ,.,as o.n un171lli1115r.oss to n(lm1 t tho Itnli nn v low­point . Tho prc>poso.ls which ho.d boon put f~rward invol ving concessions in Abyssinia though vo.guo wore oleo.r enough t() show that they woro entirely un­acceptable to Italy , Ehgland1 ho said, might profoso not to know what Italy really wn~tcd in Abyssinia but she kne'."l very 11ell (End or t11o) , 

KIRK 
RR 1CSB 
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:.~JD 

':hia teleg:·am must be 
closely paraphrased 
before being communi ­
cated to anyone . (B) 

Secretary of St~to , 

\Ia shing ton . 

708 1 August 19, 4 p. m. 

STJ?7 "'""Tlr COJii?IIItlllit I 

Paris 

Dated August 19, 1935 . 

Roo 1d , 11 : 45 a , m. 

Dcr~rtMent • s 332, August 18 , lp. m. 

I caw Logar and Eden this mor ning and com­

munic~ted o:•ally and in tho otrictest coni'idenco 

the M t urc of the mes sa1;o l'Mich Kirk hils been ln­

structQd to deliver to l.lussolini . I informed them 

tll.nt i t w~o not being given to tho press and thoy 

bot.h a!;.' vcd that 1n tho present pOsition of affairs 

thio vru t t.o wisest moano or bringing to L!ussolini 1 s 

atton'.;ion tho solidarity or tho world in the inter-

ost of ponce . 

Both Logor and Edo~ expressed thocoolvcs as 

beinG extremely grateful for tho prompt and offoc-

tiv'l action of the lllllor1can Government in thlo 

~attor and folt that oven theu&h tho negotiationo 

in Paris hod broken do,·m it wo.s not too late !'or 

ito offocto to bo folt ~n Italy . 

It wno Leger ' s opinion that with tho roturn 
or 



708, August 19, from Paris 

of Aloia:!. to Rome , !.!ussolini would gnin a more 
nccurnto impression or the solidarity llGainst 
him which existed here and what ho would have 
to face in Gonovn , whoro , in o.coordanco with tho 
information which tho Froncll have received rrort 
Rome , !Jussolini still in tendo to send his 
roprosontativoo on Soptombor 4. (End or section ono . } 

RR 

CSB 
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This telegram must be 
cloaely paraphrased 
before boing communi­
cated to anyona , (B) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington. 

Paris 

Dated August 19 , 1935 , 

Rec 1d . 1 : 00 p . m, 

708, August 19, 2 p, m. (Section t\/o) 
lleither Leger nor Edon felt that the failure of 

conversations here was necessarily the final chapter 
and that thoro was still time for Rorue to altor its 
program, 

Apparoutl y Musse>l1n1 refused oven to consider 
tho Anglo- Fl•ench off~,r as a basis of discussion, 
Edon 1 s analysis of tho Italian reply was that 
Mu3S011ni woul d onl y be willing to accept t hrough 
tho medium of the League 1·1ha t he would ta ko by 
force of arms if it wore not granted, 

Eden said that in his conversation with Laval 
this morning thoy both considered that in searching 
their consciences no efforts had been spared and 
no moans neglected to find a peaceful sottlo~ent 
of the quest i on , I n this connection Loger told 
me that tho only benefit that he folt had been do-
r i ved from the negotiation was a much closer 

rapprochomont 



- 2- Ni . 708 (Section two) Auguat 19, from Paris 

rapproehoment and undorstnndlng botwoon Groat 
Britain and France . Eden loavos lato this after­
noon for London and Vansittart for Aix- los- Bains 
whore he will see Baldwin . It is posaible tho. t 
a Cabinet mooting will bo called in London for 
August 22. (End messnfle. ) 

RR 

CSB 

!.IARRINER 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC ADVISER 

November 7, 1935. 

llr. Secretary: 

I attach on the b&ei s of the beet available material 

we h&ve been able to eeoure up to the present, thl follow-

( 1) T&ble 1 . A record of our total exporta to Italy 

during October, 1935, divided into the mAin olaaeea of 

exports and compared With the record for October, 1934. 

Included in the same table 11 a record ot our total 

u;porta to Italy by the same mai n claases during the firet 

ten months of 1935, &a compared with the same period ot 

1934. 

(a) Table a . A comparieon of the trade ot American 

exports of numeroue iaportant apeoifio iteaa to Italy 

co.par1ng th&t trade tor October, 1935, with the trade in 

the eaae i teas tor October, 1934, wiih 1nore&eee and d&-

cre&ees. 

(3) Table 3. A coaparieon ot the American export 

tr&de to Italy of the eaae group of specific i tema aa in 

Table a coapariJl8 the aonthly average ot our export• dur­

ing the firet ten aonthe ot 1936 with the aontbly averase 

for 1934, with increaeee and deoreaeee. 

Thil 
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This materi.al covers trade with Italy alone and we 

are still waiting to receive from Commerce the information 

which will make pessible a comparable record for Italian 

Africa and Ethiopia. 

In the meanwhile, I attach tables 4 and 5 which give 

the record of export shipments to these countries for 

October , 1935, by main classes. 

Attached to these tables is a short memorandum which 

ie really a footnote pointing out the defects and neces­

sary corrections to this statistical record. 

Our trade records are being kept on a weekly basis 

and by t he end of the afternoon there will be availabl e 

a record for October, 1935, divided into a weekly basis. 

Because of the delays in forwarding of t he necessary docu­

ments by the Customs Bousea, this weekly record is still 

not complete enough to be wholly reliable. However, the 

tables will show & falling-off in total shipments subse­

quent to the President 1 s proclamation. 



l!ll 1m l!!i 18110 

'1'o 1al lxparto t110,~,0'10 t M,l.OCI,M1 te ,lM,6tl te ,M0, 781 

'1'•:rl1l• tlbco &114 118J1utaoturee 111, 612,6?11 u. 6&8. foSII a , 91!11,6111 2, &78,29:!1 

('ODmel>utao•urod cotWI>) (U, 6116, 2M) (118, 1111, 1118) ( ll,760,fllll) (2, 1102 , 6611) 

11-talllo lliurah li , I<50, MI 0, 1!96,201 l588 ,821 t09,8lll 

llach111U1 and nhlclu , , , o?,an 7, 0815 , 201 seo ,ue &2 0 • 003 '1{: 

lletale &Dd IOilJlldac-, except 
•chlMq &114 TehiclN &,011 ,Mf 11, 301, 790 1102, 030 1,081!,1522 

-
Woo4 aDd papa- 2, 701!, 7&8 2. 2117 , ll!ll :589, 1!8:5 1u,ate 

'"'"'• a.ud aza.iMl pro4D.o-. 2 ,130. 04lll 1 , lOll, 01111 198, 686 l!l , MI! 

Chcloalo and relded prodlle'• l ,4oll,t'll l , Me,4ol' a&, lOS 142,8011 

Vec•table toed prodiUIW all4 
benrea•• 9&1,889 ~.306 a&,OI!Il 29, 897 

Vecetable produob, 1Dedlble, 
•xcept tlber and wood 922 ,869 772, 608 80 ,801 911, Sil7 

llilcalll.lleoua 1!8:5, 2112 678,38& 67, 11117 l!ll , 7711 



- Table Jo, a 
Oo~~p&r1eon of Aaerioan Exports to Italy October 1934 and 

October 1936 in Some Important Items of Trade 

Inorea.ae 
coamoditx Q~~2bS!.r li3' QQji0)2er ;!.93fi 2r 12!!i!r11ase 

Cotton •••••• • .•••• • . t3 , 740 , ?56 ta,eoa,u3 - 1,038 , :512 

~ PetrcliU.III proclllcte. , 626, 068 1 , 363 , 767 • 737,699 

~Refined copper • .• ••• 188 , 237 53,,094 • 346,857 

~Iron and steel scr ap 179,,58 ,63,817 ... 284,359 

Aircraft a.nd engine• 4,081 179 , 540 .. 175,,59 

Steel plates, sheets, 
etc •• ..• . ••. • .... • 46,822 6,368 40,454 

Rubber a.nd manufao-
tu.re• • ..••. • . • .• . • :ao,sos 275 20,533 

Automobiles, parte, 
and accessories ••• 48,108 8,125 39,983 

Other ferro-nlloya • • 11,306 450 10 , 856 

)'\External cylindrical 
grinding machinee 9 , 304 33 , 843 + 2,,539 

Nickel •.•••.•• • •• •• • 16,564 11,132 - 5,432 

Gear-cutting machines 8,460 10 , 623 + 2 ,163 

Engine lathes • ••••• • - ,,,13' • 44,13' 

Internal grinding 
/' aach1nes •.•. • .• . •• 4,183 65,147 • 60,984 

Coe.l • • . • • • • • •• • . •. • • 4 , 650 4 , 650 

Tin and manufactures -
Ferro-tungsten • .• • •• 544 544 

Tin plate scrap • . • • • -
Lea.d • .•. • .•. •. •. •. • • 



t&blt lo~ 3 
CaaparieoD of MoDthly ATerage of Aaerie&D Exports to Italy, fi~et teD aoDthe of 1935 a e compared with ~onthly ATerage tor Jhole Tear 1934 

Copo41tx 

Monthly 
12 Moe. 
1934 

Cotton •..•. , 1 .. . ... ta, 698,862 

Petroleua produote 312,318 

Refined copper • •• 
Iron and eteel 

aorap ~ • ••• •• , •• 

j;iroraft and en-
gines •• .• .. • ••• 

Steel platee , 
sheets, etc • •• • 

Rubber and •nu­
!&oturea •.... .. 

Automobile&, parte, 

367,849 

185,51? 

8,941 

as, no 

38,650 

and acceeeoriee 60,099 

External cylindri-
c&l grindiug 
.aohinee 1 •••• • 1 4, 765 

Niotel •• ••• • • . l.. 3, 856 

Gear-cutt1ug 
.aohinee. ..... . 3 ,003 

lngiDe lathes.... 3,233 

IDternal. grinding 
.ach1De8 o •• , • , o l 1 550 

Ooal • •. •. ••. •• • l. 20 , .500 

TiD aDd •nutao-
turea •• . .. ... .• 

Tin pl&te eorap •• 

Le&4~ ·· • • •• ••• ••• 
• 

376 

2?0 

-

AYeragee 
10 moe. 
1935 

t2,351,158 

433,995 

471,391 

335,284 

65,305 

15,043 

13,372 

61,307 

39,003 

7, 833 

18,005 

19,090 

19, 517 

9,284 

617 

924 

3,M4 

108 

Inoreaee 
or Decrease 

- t347,304 

+ 121 , 677 

~ 203 , 742 

• 149, 767 

• 56,364 

- 10,767 

15,378 

• 1,208 

• 34 , 238 

.. 3,977 

• 15,002 

• 16,15? 

• 17 , 967 

- 11 , 216 

• 
• 
• 
-

au 
654 

3,~ 

96 



Table 6 

0 , 8, :EXPORTS '1'0 U'.t,I.T+!I .u'RIOA 
OCTOBER 1935L BHOIB BT ilti OLl'BI­

riOATIOIIB 

An.imale a nd animal p roduct e. , , ,. , •• , , ,. . I 

Vegetable food producte and beYeragee, ,, 

Vegetabl e producte, ined.ible, sxcept 
fiber and. wood, . • • , .. •.. •• •. .• • . • ,., ..•• 1,24.'7 

Textile tibera a nd manutacturee, •••••••• 

Wood aM paper, ...... .• ... , ...••..••• . •• 

Ion.eiallic ainerala •• •• • •... • . ••• • •• •• • 

Ketale and manutacturee, except maoh.in-
ery and vehicle a • .•.. • ••..•• •.. •. . . ... .• 

Machinery and vebiolea • . •..••.•.. • .••••• 
Kotor trucke, buaaee, and ch&eaia,, 
Automobile parte and a cceeaoriea, ,, 
Trailers • ... . . ... .. .. . .. .. ..••• .• . , 

Ohemioal• a nd r elated produote ••••••• .• • 
Benzol . ............... . .......... . . . 

Ki aoellaneoua • .•. . . ... ... ... . •......••. • 

t otal exports, ... . .. ... ... ........ . ... .• 

118,186 

1,381 

806, 511 
36, 116 
18, 115 

118, 980 
85, 868 
85,868 

1,4.75 

354., 608 



Table 5 

U, S, EXPORTS TO ETHIOPIA 
OCTOBER 1935, 

SHOWN BY MAIN CLASSIFICATIONS 

An~le and animal products, .. . .. .. ... . .. .. t 
Vegetable food produot e and beverages,.,, ,, 

Vegetable produote, inedible, exoept fibe r 
and wood, ...•• , , .•. , .. . • , .•....••.••••••..• 

Textile fibers and manu!aotures, • •• ,,,, , ,, . 

Wood and. paper,. , .•..• • ...•....• • ........ .• 

llometallio minerals, ••..• . ..•• .. •.•••••••• 

Metals and manutaotures , except machinery 
an.d. veh.iclea •................••..•...•••••• 

Machinery &nd Teh1oles, .. . ..... .. ... . .. . ... 381 

Ohemioale a nd related produote,. ... . ....... 500 

Kiecellaneoua •• • ••• ••••. •• •. • ••. • ••• ••••• •• 

Total exports, .. . .. ........................ 861 



lQQTBOTI TO TABLES 1. 3 AID 3, AID 4 A 5 

DEPARTMENT OF' STATE 

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC ADVISER 

•OY .. ber a, 1935, 

The aon~hly et&~1e~1ca o! American foreign ~rade are 
no~ e~rio~ly on a calendar month beeie. The !tguree al­
way• include a certain aaoun~ o! t rade ~ntoh ao~ually 
~ook place in a prnioue ~tae period. The !iguree !or 
any one month UINAlly include e011e ebip .. nte wtunb were 
actually aade in the preTioue mon~b, and do no~ include 
some ebipmen~e made towards the end o! the aon~h dealt 
with (theae appear under t he beading o! a later month). 
Therefore, in order to baTe ~be October eta~ietice o! 
our import &Dd export trade •ore closely comparable with 
preTi~e periods the figures in the preceding tables 
were lett unoorreoted. Figures are aT&ilable, how&Ter, 
ehowing what part of the ~rade recorded in the preoediDC 
table as being October trade actually waa shipped 
earlier than Oc~ober. These !iguree are ae follow a& 

Anill&la and animal produota •.•••• •• t :5,6:58 Vegetable !ood produata aDd bn-eragea ••......•.••..•.•.•.•..•.•• Textile !ibere and .anutaoturee •••• 1roo4 &D4 pa.per • ..• ••••••• • •• •.• •••• Non-aet&llio minerala •• •••. • . • . •••• 
Ke~ale and ll&nui'&otures, except 

~~&ohincry and Yehiclea • • •• ••••• •• K&obinery and Tebiolea • ..••••.• •••• Ob .. icala and related producta ••.• • Kiaoell&Deona • . • . • . •.•••••••••.•••• 
TO!.lL • •••••••••••••••••• • • • • • • · • · • • 

944 
184,810 
«,958 
39,008 

383,499 
308,819 
:51,0:59 

I?77,US 
Arrangement& 
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Wha1; ao1;ual ahipaents in October still r.em&in to be 

reported cannot be eeti.ated with sufficient r eliability 

at this moaent; they would be an offset to the figures 

of earlier trade included in the October figur es. 

Arrangements haTe been worked out whereby future 

records of monthly trade with the belligerents will be 

more closely adjusted to t.he actual trade of each month. 

' 

:U:HJ';LWI 
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llr. Secretary: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE UNDER SECRETARY 

Bovember 14, 1935 

In Tiew o! the information brought us by Ur. Haok­
worth this morning as a result o! the discussions in 
lew York last night, my feelings are aa !ollowa: 

l. The argument o! t he representatiTes o! the 
ten big oil companies that while they would abide by 
the wishes o! the Federal Government and would, there­
tore, be willing to refrain !rom exporting oil to the 
belligerents, the 130 odd American companies certainly 
would not do eo. These are small companies purely 
out !or gain and would undoubtedly take advantage o! 
the situation created by the failure o! the big 

companies t o export. 

a. We do not yet know precisely what sanctions 
are going into effect nor how tar-reaching they will 
be. We know enough to presume that there w1ll be a 
!low o! materials into Italy !rom Germany, Rumania, 
Hungary, Austria, Brazil and the Argentine to make it 
exceedi.ngly doubtful whether there will be any severity 
in the eanotions as prescribed. The question is 
whether the United States should undertake t o penalise 

American 
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American trade before we have any knowledge as t o the 

real situation resulting from the action of t he League 

on the 18th instant . It does not s eem to me quite 

fair to American trade to put in •on the spot• in this 

way. Therefore, I recommend that we wait until after 

the League has acted before making t he appeal. 

With especial reference to oils, I do not like the 

idea of putting the President in t he position of making 

an appeal to t he oil industries of the country, which i s 

not respected by the smaller companies and t herefore 

not effective, nor do I like the idea, at t h is moment, 

before the League action for the Presi dent to 1 blaok 

list• the exporting companies by announcing their 

name e. 

In brief I believe that it wil l be wiser to await 

the result of the League action in this case rather than 

to act somewhat pr ecipit ously now. It may even be 

wiser to await action by our Congress in order that the 

Government may be in a position t o exercise real 

rest r aint upon the export of raw mate~a - a restraint 

which will be equally effective upon all companies 

exporting raw materials. ~ 

William Phillips. 



-
/ • DEPARTMENT Of STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

gap£' a t' 1 tor the Pre si dent 

f rom Secreta ry Hull . 

: lov . 23, 1935 . 
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lloveabor ""', 1'135. 

l'El'OilAIIDUll OF COli VEMA'l'IOJJ BETliEEtl SECRET AnY HULL A!ID Tm: ROXAL I'l'ALIAII A!(BASSADOR, SIGIIOR AUGUSTO ROSSO 

'l'ho Italian Aab&eaador called by hie own reques t 

and at t e r some prell11lnal'7 exohangea or t he usual 

nature he said t ha t he called unon instruction o r hll 

Go vernment to l~ before co two vi ews which hle Govern­

aent supports; t hat he was not hAndlng ao a note or 

all)' other ronaal inatl"Uillent or writing; t hat he hAd re­

duced to wrltlnt t he or al oonveraatlon t~t he l a pro­

poal n to conduct. The Anbaaaador thereu~on proceeded 

to read to me t ha t 7Pewr l tton copy or hla proposed 

oral conversation: 
0 1 - 'l'he various ort1o1al declaratlone and public 

atatea ent a t saued r rom t he Federal Oovern­
llent d• r ln, t he l aet two contha with ret;nrd 
to t he Italo- Et htoptan eontllet , and par­
ticularly t he statement or tho Secret ary or 
St ate or llovelllber 15, cannot be intor;>retcd 
othorw1 ae t han an extension and aggravat ion, 
to t ho ~r1ne1pal dotriaent or Ita17, or the 
lleaninJ" or t he l'o• tral1ty Act o r August 31, 
1935. 

•Altho~h thoae declarations and state­
cent& apply, roroally and thecrotioAlly, to 
both t he oontendlng parties, lt i a well 
known t hat their p r ac tical roault would be 
actually to 1Jr?a1r the treedoa or trade only 
with reapect to Italy. 

• suoh 
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•suo~ an aeeunptlon hal been oonti~e~ by the r~ot t hat the ata teaent m&de by the Seoret&ry of Stnte on November 15 epeo1fioa11Y ment lona certain ooaao41ties whloh Ita1y ~~ been uaed to buy in t he Unlted Statee and which, baing largely enployed f or non Q111tary purposes , a r e eeeont lal to the needs or the eoonom1o and aoo1al life or any clvil1ze4 country. 

•we IS.'\intaln that an:r aeo.eure or policy alm1ng at , or resulting 1n, i mpos i ng reotrlo­tlons which actuAlly are detrimental to only one o f the contendlllf' partlee, goes acalnat the spiri t or neutral! ty. 

• 2 - We llla1nta1n also that the above mentioned etatement or the Secretary or State ls contrary to t he letter and tha ap1r1 t or the Tr eaty · e1gned bet ween t he Uni ted St a t es and Italy 1n 1971 - and etlll in f orce - whlch reciprocally r,u&ranteee each contract1ng party a ' coctplete treedoa ot col:L'lltree and navlgat1on ' . 

•no Juatltlc~tlon whatsoever t or t he lictl ­tation or the treedoa guaranteed by the Tr eaty can be r ound ln &nY international Act de~ling wit h t he statue or neutrals . Reference 11 aade 1n th1a respect to the Hague Convention ot 1907, 

• such a 11mitat1on, it and w~en applied, ia bound to ue~me the a eanlng or a ' sanction' and t he refore the ooaltlve character or an untrlendly ac t . · 

Noveaber 22, 1035. 0 

'!'he Allbaaeador pauaed brletly here a.nd t he r e 1n t he 
course or t he reading to elaborate with one or t wo aen­
tencea, but t hey did not change t he purport or t he in­
e t ruaent or wrlting . He then indicated h1a dealre t o 
answer any queatlon or l laten to any comaent I m!ght 
eee tlt to orter ln cue I daai"d to do ao. I add" eaed 

the 
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the \abu 114 r liD'1 eat4 thU, of oour .. , he .and hh 

OOnrDIHllt eh J\1111 keep l a • 1n.t ~1 of the u .. nuel 

.,huee of t.he e1tu tlC'n .- 1\ relu .. t o thle o untry; 

that lJl all of the pr.U ~he 110U oo?t\1~ and frlen4ly 

rela tione h ve u 1ned between the ~•o;>le of tble onUD.­

~ry and thoee of It ly; that the ? tople of th11 o•untry 

todt,y do not feel pen ..,n .o.lly untrlen'lly tooruu the 

l'IOllle of Haly , 'but that th8)' are rtcor®A~ly and. al.Jioe t 

wtldly acallllt WV iUid U l &\ all h'lla&r;1e 1Jl f TOr Of 

k .. 1>l D( out of the p r .. e:1t we.r; th'llt, if tho .. 1" uUot­

.,attna 1D the wv were 11 uble c-.ullne 'lll1 t'lt'in br there 

of the werioan teople, the . , 11 of thil country 

11"\114 ~ juet ae Tll)lently and etarniJ.ly ~~¥.•1net the 

war and in f&YO~f~&OI P.ni, aboTe 'll.l OODil•llr 'IIU Onl , 

in f&~r o f ltee?llle'A • 'fl.)' f-r Ill en1 c.ut of the war u \1 
....,uld ~ ))Onl'ble. I ''\1 th'Lt tt wu 1n thue otrou.. 

eu.ncu and t n Ute htlbly wro\1Etlt u -, 1tat1 1 f the 'Ublto 

aiM of t h1e country that the .. utnlUy ot of h .n 

I.USUU .... CU.Oted M.S the J:IOI.It1TI Jc?&J'1.l:IID\ .... 

d lreotl4 t o ,l!Ul'IUI the .,,,Hoy of neutnl1 t y ·bioh H 

pr oY1414; tb t \hie aan1ate of ~onere•• •u ~tly 

put 1nto tlf110t Yben the ' r ill dent deolare1 It •tl of 

war t o e:llet ~t•11n th1op1& and I h ly Vld deo1ued 

an obar"o QJ1 the eht;>ll"nt of .c.e, Mll:Uil1Uon "114 

1~l ... nte ~f war t o e ither of ~he ~ll1serente; that 

a t 
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at the t1ae hea?J preeeure waa brought t o bear upon 

the State Department &leo t o 1nolude a nu.ber of 

p rime and eaanttal war a&ter1ale out of 'llhioh finhhed 

ana, a.muni tion and i~~pl-te of war migh t b e IU.de 

1n large quant i t 1ee oYer night; that einoe t hat tiae 

1Da1atent demands repreeenUng l arge grOQpe of aenti-

aent 1D t b ie oo1111U y h&Ye beiln aade upon the Exeoutin 

Department t o 1nclu4e tb .. e war aater1ale in the eabargo 

18aued uadar the J euU•aJ.1 t:r .t.ot aga1net &rJU, amanm1-

t1on uacl 1~1-nh of war. l added, 1n thh cozmec tton, 

tbat l hop ed that the A.abaea&dor &Dd hie Gonrnant 

would reo&ll the experience of the people of thte coun-

try 1n wa:re that will abed auoh light upon the etate 

of a1Dd and the Yiewpoint of the p eople and of thie 

OoYe~t 1a aooordanoe with 1i , and that 1e that olD' 

c ountry ent a,ooo,ooo an to Eu.rope to ttght f or I taly 

and other oo•tnee at an eaon.oue ooet to thie GoYern­

aent and. th1e ooaatry; tbat we 11tewiee l oaned I taly 

-oil 110aey at the t iae and. afterwards; that we l ater 

Dade allloet a a oainal eettleaent with the Italian Go•­

e1'1Uie'llt at twenty-t1Ye cnh on the dollar, all of wbioh, 

with tatereet, i e due and unpaid, to eay nothing of other 

yaat 1ad ebtedne aa in Europe; tbat I haYe been beeougbt duz­

iag pae t aoa the t o deaand aggreea1Yely, if neoeeeary, 

p aya .. t 



payment by the Itali an OoYern.ent of thia indebtedneee in­
etead of i t• ependina bundrede of a illione in thie ~thiopian 
oonqueet. I eaid that I h' d not done eo thue tar , but 
until thie tiae I had been willing , on a euitable oooaei on , 
to eit down with the Aabaee&dor and ••• k a eatie!aotory 
adjuetment of the indebtedneee. I then eaid that with 
the extremely dieaetroue and uneat i e! aotory eroerienoe 
of the Ame r ican people l n soing t o Eur ope and aidi ng 
Italy and other oountrtee t o the extent they did, they 
are alaoat wild tn t heir de:aand that we not only &Yoid 
be1Df dr awn into the war but that we etay entirely away 
froa the eame; that the people of t h1e country are in 
no etate of :aind to engage tn any aottvitiee or etepe 
except thoee pr1aarily l ooking towardl keepi ng out of 
the war and 1n a eeoondlry or eubordinate eenee mani­
festing pr oper 1nter eet in peaoe and the shortening of 
the duration of the •&r 1n t he light of our obligation• 
UDder the Xellosr Paot; t hat it 11 i n thie highly wr oU$ht 
up etate of sind of the Aaertoan people that the Oo•er n­
aent of Italy now arratgne thle Oo•ernaent u~on both a 
oharae of unneutr &ltty and of Yiol ating the pro•ieione 
of the treaty between the United State~ and Ital y of 
1871 pled(i ng o~lete f r eedom of ooameroe and naYig&-
tlon. I eatd that theee a r e eur~rleing ae well ae 

11rt oue 
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.. rlOWJ o r.ol 1nte ln the ol:rouutano.e. I atd I 
a t ht r•arlt her that froa the ... utut thl e flovern~~~ent 

bile DUl"tued He own aeparate, t.o1e •lfiJent oouree IUl4 

l.n1Uathe wttb re >tot to ell phu .. nt the O•'nu:>nray 
between ~thicr,>h and Itt.ly; \bat "' ba,.. h'-1! n? agre 
mente whate~e~er, directly •r tn11reotly, with Oeoe~a 
or r.ondDn or Parte; tb~t they did not tn~• of any of 
the etepe tble o~ernaent h--.1 taken unttl they rnd 

a~t the •~ 1n the pr oea: that thle GoYernaent be­

lieYee tb'lt it baa been oonatetent in ita o•uree aDd 

~ l1o1ae and na.tur lly feel• oonetr ined to ...ihere to 
th~ tba.t the CoYe:rnr.aentl, u stated, ;)l 'loed in on~r.,_ 
tton 1 h .. bar~u oni at tb .... u .. the Preett!ent 
wa.rned '-ll usertom. egU..'\ t any b11a1nese or eo,.,n.,.1o 
onnt~t• with any of t~o bellt gerenta , exo~t •t their 
own 1'1alt. Tbe ">reatdent ._.,1 .tyaalt 1n .>Ubl1o etllte'llftlte 
durtns the weelta that foll owa4 •·~e i t olear that thte 
n.znlq nn-nt ot t he •reeldlnt ..a intended, ener..J.ly, 
to dhoour-.e lltlf buetnaea nr eoono•i o rel t 1 '\eh1-pe 

between our n ' l on,le and the belltr•rvnte; \bat n,.,tbt ng 
e ~ii by the Preeldent, yeelt r the CoYern-

aent ottio1 l e ral t1Ye to ~ueineaa .e~lt~a with the 
bellt aer ente until d&ye &10 uen the ofrtolal 

were 
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wer e be\ llP' UPOrte-1 tl-011 tM• o?untry to belli p:er enta 

1n abnor~'l lU~ttttee o~·~~ wi th etail~ ehtpm~nte 

,\uri ng an.y recent r>ttr1o1, an4 th't I 'Uier eU?On ude a 

further off1o1el atste~t. 1n wh ich l ea\4 th't this 

ol••• of buaineee was ttr eotly con t r ArY to the polloy 

of the Ooverncent in o~aitton to eellinf war m,•eri&la 

to belli ger ent• , which policy wae held ~ believed to 

be otriotly within tho ap1r1t of the lleutr&ltty :.ot; 

that notbtnc tu:rtbo:r hu beon aatc1 by tbe l'r elident or 

•Y•elf w1tb r eapeot to tr~e r el•ti onl between t hie 

count ry e.ntt \he belligere~ntl . I then eatc1 tb&t the 

Amb~toead.or :auet r cS.:U l'O the.t juet ae eoon •• the ..:1ort­

can ';)eo,le dteooYned tb t ~m 1 1U4L'ltH1ea of eaaen­

tl!ll war aahri&ll were being ab\;med on an tnoreut ns 

eoale to bell1~rente without Ql'oteet but with the 

etlent aoquieaoence of the ~roQer Cove~cnt otttot~•. 

ther e would ~rob4bly be ' otor.» of or1t1o1" ~d a loud 

demand f or the ~\ate o~nvo~ tnp of r.~eaa t o take 

ad~<~~.~ ate at..,• tn the ..,r •teea, vv\ tb't the reeul t 

ecuctly beyoni any 'll.la•tton W?uld be 

ot a drut1o act rtte•olv1ng every poae\ble r el,.t onth1p 

wi tb the b elligerent• ?en, l11ll the war. ! repeatedly 

ex?r eeeed eur;>r1ee \ha\ the It&lhn Ooye:ro:;ent would 

Mite a OQJD')laint ~1n•t thle OoYel'llllleDt 1n ~1 t he 

o1TCI.IIUtanou In the 11nr e h~e tha'll \ t doee. I 

i nquired 
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1~,utred whotbu ani wb&t \he lhlilUI Ool"'nll ent bad 
•atct t.o Qn•a~~ny 1n t.he 111t.bt of 11oro ...,.f'Pi lll: and 
tnntxi'bh ?l"hlbiU >11 of buftntu rtlt.U"'nt wUb tho 
belliRtrll'll u than tbtf novtrNNnt h'' tum. "'ht \Qb ._ 
·~~r r• llt4 th t ~· did n~t kn • w~othez bt• Go••~ 
nnt ht.d a'\d.o 111:1)' re;u·e .. !\t t1 'IU t ? 0 ratn7. I ~­
aent.td r t.th r •~h,tloally •n~ etate1 that l b'd ••en 
no 'Nbl1 bed 1\C"''II.IIlt. t "'111 ooa)lt.lnt wbUtOOYtr, aDd 

rea4 \hh r atbe:r bufh ooa 1 tnt ~11\at t.ht• 00YOJ1).. 
•n\; that. U e.-1 all the DJl'O tur"'1' lf1DC bm 'b<!th 
tho 'abaa dor ~ l know \htt the t ttorett orl t ioa 
of tbo - x•outiYe br •oh o'f the CoYe~t 11 the aoat. 
utrtl:!ll tool.&Uont•t• who ro etc ~l!in,tS th'!.t all .. ert­
C'Uit •tty enUrtly "'"·1 fr.,. the on.r :DOne d ) not i n tho 
•lttbte•t .uoat.1on tho tnter:rtt.y of tbe neutr ality POll­
ole• of t.bte OoYel'nflent •• tb87 l't 'betn • o'l'rhd out. 
tn aooordano• with tht lett r -,r tho lpt.rtt., "l' 'bot.h , 
o f the •outr allty Aot. 1 lt.\1 tb•t it wat re lly 
Ut. nhhtrlf' to filrl that a @:OU1':1l1101lt O!lll.'\Ot be n<'!Utl"ll 
•ltbout belnc tUokoc1 ani a do.:and -to to tu;»:>lY wv 
aatert-.l.a to • M'lllrn•:~t. unier pen Uy of bdDC oh ~d 
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duo Una t h poUoy of neutnlt ty opu~tee •e 11 .. 

ort a1.MUoo cat.tnu 1 tU:r. I rr,:~lled tb&c un1u the 

1 w of n.utr\ltty tn the ~&et any belliGe~t oontr ?ll1nr 

the h1£h ee.. ~ ueu lly •t an &4v~tage over 1te eo .. y 

w1th rae~aot t o obta lninS ~ froa neutr'l oountrtee, 

th&t a ;) •or b4llt~rent wltbout anne of rnuob .. tna 
llll4 l)•Yi for .u, '11 .. fr,. neutr &le wu u a •iilad.­

vt.ntllfe un<ter the Q'Ptr Uon of neutr&llt:r l a .. , aDd 

llkewhe where one O?Untry h~• or oan 'IYO~oe 1h a Ut­

tary 1111..,..11•• an.l <~notlln te without euoh taotll u .. or 

equl;)Sent , the 1 tter .ufter l ~er the 0;) ration of 

the Dll\ltr &l.U:r 1 w. 1 then notnted out that , t n bot, 

uo ler the ?alloy \btl Covern3ent 11 D?W vureutnc neither 

Italy nor "thloph. eoould be .. ourinl5 'll'&r lUter tali 

with the relul t tb&t both o~untrlee are n ~rly ~n a 

parU:r 1n tllh :re•Peot ~e lt te ?oulb1e for tbtll to be. 

The ob&rae of d1eo:rlaln t1?n, ther efore, loee not ~~~ly. 

I :repe&teJlJ 1nl\11r..S of the .a.b.Ue~~dor wby hie Oovern.­

ae.nt dou not .tt <:hwn with <'thne 4lld wor :C "ut tb1e 

d1fttouH:r 1n .. 'l)e.&OitUl MnneJ', He ada Very ellfrht 

IUld oaau&l o-. nt tn re.,l:r. "be \l8b.u • do:r • •ught to 

~h•elYI the lie~ that the attt tude of ble Oovernment 

wae not tully un.ton t o?d in 'ht.e oount:ry and that t t 

bad been • 1erepreeant414 t o a o.·netr1e:rab1e n\ent. I 
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coaaented that hia Govarnaent might well have thought 

of ell of these and other unsatist~ctory phases before 

getting i nto the war . I sta ted as eaph3tic~ly a s 

possible tha t these tr~ding incident• to whiah the 

Itali an OoYerllJient refers and about which it coaplai na 

are entirely triTial comp• red with the real pr obleaa 

and deep concern which the Etbiopian-Ita~ian W3r causea 

thia OoverllllentJ that the AJabaaaador wat re,.lize tho 

~wtul repercuaaiona tha t make their i .. ediate appearance 

in tar and. r•ot a parts or the ~rorld , but which are 

o~loulated. t o give this na tion and perhapa others, i n­

cluding I taly, unimagi nable troublea tor a generation. 

The Ambassador t..edia tely indica t ed that he knew the Far 

Sast waa i n aind. I added tha t the second condition which 

i a giving thia Government i .. ense concern rela tes to 

the poaaible apread of the war to any nuaber of other 

countri ea at alaoat any tiae with uniaaginable troubles 

and injuriea and consequence& to this country as well 

aa otheraJ that i t is, therefore , a~l the aore deplorable 

to aee the Ita l i an nation aovin& forward with the w~r, 

whi ch it au1t real i ze threa ten& to create these terrific 

problema and conditi on& so t ar-reaching tha t the iaagina­

tion cannot grasp their posaibilitiea . I inquired WhY 

theae considerati on• were not i n the aind or the Italian 

OoYarnaant 
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Gove1'1l!ll«\~ before 1 t went into the war lind a«&tn re-

1ter• ted my auJ'prlee ~ba~ the I t~Lli&n OoTUt\!lan~. on 

tbe oontr&l')', te upbraiding thie Oovertl!lent vlrtua.lly 

beoauu t t I.e ~hue eo d.eelllY concerned and ta atr1 Y1ng 

tn every poeatble way to keep en~trely ._.y fro~ and 

out of ~e war. l naarlce4 then th&~ the Mlbaa .. dor 

well reo~lle tb&t the Frea1den~ and I pl eaded with «Dd 

all:lott pr :red •1 t b llr . J.:uuol1n1 to lteep out of tho 

war but th"t he !.snored r.ur l)l •• and now eoeme t o u­

peot ue to turnteb bta with war au~plte• while be 

proaeoutea the war ad Ubltulll. I added tha t regardle .. 

of anything or enibod:r tbta n .. tion ~ropoe~ t o at&y 

out of and u far away t:r011 the war u .,ontble, and 

that we feel moat dew~ly the tnd1ffer enoe with whtoh 

the wor l d ie eubjeoted t o the t!U'eat of a general war 

end. wttb the fr ta:lltful r eper ueaione to t he rar :ut; 

that thie Oovernment la lteeptnr ita att1tude floxtbl• 

under the neutr~lty Aot ~ the •~1rit of that Aot 

whtoh ie be1nJ curled out in oonneotton with ~o ~oltoy 

of oppoet t1on t o ~e IN1l'Pl:r1~ of oort•tn war o terhla 

to the bell1Rerente; that tf the .. r ahould •~ra&d, 

f or exam,ll , ~h Oonm::~ent will ba 1n .111 attitude to 

t ake further ate,e relative t o bbth m1Doelleneoua t r Rdo 

and the ftve nr J:n.tn1&l.e •~ioh I recently nt.rrld to 

in a atate~nt ~Jnoe1ng their ehlnment t o the bell1~orente; 

that 
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that thia OoY8r011ent cannot think ot any course or 

ant precautionary pl ana ahort or these , i n Yiew ot the 

t act tha t aeroplane baaea, naYal baaea and aubaarine 

basea do t the entire • •ditarranean section with the 

result that almost a t any ti•• a contlcara tion aiaht 

be touched ott1 that it 1a i n the l1Jbt o r these 

dancaroua poaaibili tias, Which to the Aaerican people 

ae .. t o be probabil ities, that tbia country ia almost 

• adly opp~aed t o our OoTernaent takin& the ali&ht es t 

riak or being drawn i nto the war by peraitting i ts 

nationala to trade pro•iaeuoualy wi th belli&erenta i n 

and about thi l dan eroua war zona, especi ally i n essen­

tial war materials. I ata ted that duri n& the peat 

three yeara I bad al•oat worn ayaelt out physically 

in an effort t o aid i n world econom.1o rehabilita tion 

ao that Italy and other countries would baTe an adequate 

amount or 1nteroation~l trade to attord contentment 

to thei r r espectiTe populations , and that the Aabas­

sador could not begin to i•agine the deep disappoi ot­

• ent I teal at the ettort to r enew the practice which 

all nations baTe recently undert aken t o abandon, r elating 

to tha t or aili tary aur e11ion by any and all coun-

triea at any and all ti•ea, and t hat, or oourae, 

it one country ia to be llowed to Yiolate tb1a new 

policy ot the pacific 1ett le•ent or di•putea, then 

eTery 
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a&4~r the taot th&t tbe w acu• of Kat l one org•nt ratlon 
at Geneva ' 'l~y adjud.ced An ~peunr tn tbU -...r, 
wh i le the Uni.ed ~\&tee dl4 not ; t bat the OeneY& &eenOY 
eaeka t o • 14 ~hlopla , wbtoh ~· Uni ted tatee doee 
no'l: th&t tbe c mn aceaOJ ueu t o .-buao all U:ooril 
fro. Italy, 'llbicb tb1e 0 0\'ern. .at cl<>ee n.ot; 'h t thie 

..oYel'llllen t , u atatet, h ouraui na Ua ow ••·,v&ta 
oour•• wH'IIout u:rtua tol..ll11Aa or ooll~b<>:ratit>n nth 

o\ber <tOYer,_nta or oeaoe acenoiee, •nd. tb•t in Uleeo 
oi:rOUIUitano .. It te not ~oly ,uftloult t o unJe:rat-ncl 
the li&Uu OO!a.)l.rlnt but I 7-&t tb t l\ t 8U!'?r1 ... 
i na to o~nt~l&te lt ; tbet the ae:re faot that there 
ere aa-e oooourrinc eote oa the part r the Leque of 

•auona in ';Nl'&ulna: eanottoue e.oJ of the Unh•1 taha 
in f r ankl.:r oar:ryt.na out ita •>ol1o:r tof neutr~ tty 1e, 

1n the clr~ta.no.a, no ~~· whatne:r f or oh rgw 

acatnet the l.lft1te4 S tatee of WUlW't:r 11 ty .uvl of un­
fr1endltne... Thle •oJc•• a 1111re coinol,\enoe o r ite 
&beenoe clet ralne \be ~ eti'n of whether the united 

Gtatee te or le not neutr~. tn the eyee of the rtalian 
OoYe:rn.ent. !n other ordA , lt \h r 

u.nouone at o.nna the Unl\•t .u.ua w:ll.llcl be enurely 

n n~~:r&l 
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neu~r~ in ou:rytna out ha preaent polloi .. of oppo._ 

ing the ~e o! .ar =•~er1ala to ~elltr,.r~ta . l ~iad 

that wbe1\ I heuetl my aa~ar:~~~nt on •he 15th of IOYombor , 

about •hiob oom.,lai nt ie no• 111-"<te , I •ltd not know and, 

1n rq opinion, no one bare lcnowa yet 'llbat tho Lee&Ue ot 

llatione may o;r lli'\Y not do rc;gu.Uns conc erted action 

to curb ex-porta t o I\ ~Y of oil ..nd o \ hu prillla war 

a~ter1all, snd yet here ie • ob&rge th~t 'tbia Govorn­

aent 1e e~aaed in an unfriendly &et u at•ted. The 

~ .. sador aald th't chi• at~ , in hie o~tn1on , ~d 

be t aken on the 30th of tbU m nth a t Geneva . I OOtl<-

•ontod that , ot oouraa, •h't r eoalna co be aeon. I 

inquired of the uabaaa~or why hie Go• arnment h&d not 

taken ' l O'l , OOO, OOO to :th1on1 end brought ~aolt • ~ 

to tbe entire Z~~;>ire inatnd. of axr.>ontilng •ev~tral h rul.red 

million dollara i n t~a ~ili~llJ'Y OODlUOit with all of 

the worry Md throat of dMger to the b~anoa ot t ho 

world. lie r r )lied that Italy hltod been au nntt ns tor 

f or ty yaara to ef teot ooloni rationa 1n thi~lia, but 

wl tbout IUOOOII, l reue&t od th,at tho ... .011le O! thil 

ocuntry ue u yet entirely !r1.endly l.o the ltlt.l1a.n 

people but ~ad th•t 1! h ie nota ehould be a~da public 

in the United ~\&tea , an inflamed oubl1o tb4t n obody 

could cont.rol or curb 11ould be &lc:IOet in t ..ntly arou .. d 

~d that, ot ocur•e, 'h• preeeure ot & ~~r\11"3 ob.rga 

~oh 
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euob d be h brln~tng agatn•11 tble Uon.ti'IIHnt will 

tn ~e tiQe •~e the Aa r1o&n ~~~le ? r~~n\lly boettle 

to tho ~eople of italy, ~d naturAlly 1~ .aul l en~re 

long 1n their 1111Dila. I to"llc \Ill the OOIII?hi nt .,r vl ·l"-" 

tton by th1e Government of the ~reaty of t.ree~0111 of 

OOIII:'Ittroe Ollli n~v\gH\on of 18'/l with It&ly &n..t at onoe 

au.te·1 that I wu .. uefted th't lntenn.U oMl \ILl ell 

other law malcee tt ?O•ttlble for either country rty 

to thh oo-uol~ t r eaty to r etUln ntutr 3l in the event 

~be o ther country beoo.,• involved 1n war: that lt le 

tnoonoetvabl e thst e ither 1 &ly or the UnlteJ 3t~toe 

in an ordl~ oo.aor otal tr aty elgned ·~ ita rieht 

to r e111aln nwtr &l 1n cue of war on the ;)'lrt of the 

other &n4 tb•t th~t te the preoiee ro~.n thie Oovern­

•ent te un4ert~ln8 to pureue end b-. no other i dea 

than to pureue lt; that, furthermor e , with both lt•ly 

&ru1 America e lgn.Uor tee of the arlo Peace Pac t wt th 

the eole.n obl1gat1one 1t ts,oeee ~en ~aoh , 1t 11 not 

po .. lble to unl ernand. h'.>w H&ly OOlll go to w'lr ll114 

.unounoe t o the Uni ted Jtatee Oovern.ent that deepite 

the Parte Pact tt .uet ~ly Italy with ~'terlale of 

wu und.er penal t:r of be lilt" tuiHy of ll!ll untrtentUy aot, 

ae nated. I r Mulced fUrther, without ctl•ouut nr tbe 

mer1U, that the "'"riot.n ~.eol)le o•nno~ be convinced 

th'lt 



.. 
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~ha t. tho : 11 en ; .,vornun<; te no1 un ler 11101t , , let"~n 

ol.>l i r• tt- '1 .o \c,;-..., ~he ...,~••• un1er three or t "' ll' 

treaties, n\ it i e 1no~~reh.n•1b1e to them t o find 

I tely 1e :•nltnr of thle ~v•rnment th•t to be neutr •l 

i t t~.-uet t · rni Jh ..,.r IIU)'l">liel 1.1\d. th"t if 1t f•ile to 

do so i t \ 1 ~ilty of ~ unfrten1ly ~o~. I re~e~tedly 

e ,...,hui·~ my V ""'t "'lrnrtso 'llll'l. 1no'JIIMrehenst on Pnd 

r t"Je•.te1ly in,utr~ why hie Oove:m:nnt b•.d no t th"''lf'.ht 

ot theee ' h&lel bef .,re i t went into the wtr. l final ly 

• 1d th•t. 't'h1.le ertttrely "'~1etle•t u t<"~ the l 'Oic of 

1nterterenoe of the t r ' tY of 1871 with tho ? reeent 

ouuree of thie Oov~rn~ont, I wou11 , ~ "m~tter of 

courteey t o the ,~ •• ~nr, &r&in gtve ecme tur thor 

Ptt enU oa to the authori tiea, '\l thoup:h I h " VO nn 1\oubt 

~h't l hwe e:umined thea fUlly 'Uld Poour&tely. Th1 

~baastdor Ud n.? t &tt~~~r~t any ~,..seive utt.,r anoee 

'llltl : onde&vorlii tbrou'"J)<:N.t t he oonver~t.t1on t o make 

th8 i~~pr .. et~n upom hill'l that our n•t i on lind a:>lt otbor 

l)eaoe l ovtng n tions wer e p:re1tly .,ai nod ~d burt t o 

find their tr.dit1on~ fr1~1e , ~be I tali an 1 eop1 e , 

involved tn thie war 4811)1 \1 the ~oroue tre~t1ee of 

-,.&oe to wbiob ~bo CIQY~l'1llllon\ te a .,vty, -nd del'l1 te 

th1 awful aenaoe t o the pe~o• or the ~Qrld wbtoh tbte 

war or elltee. 

6 CIJJMJ; 
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DEPARTM ENT OF STATE 

Q.( J J, ~J/i3s 

\ y ) 
ASSISTANT S ECRETARY "' 

I ) 

December 11 , 1935 . 

My dear Mise LeHand: 

I am again r eferr i ng t o t he matter of t he shipment of 

oil t o t he Italian Gover nment on t he t anker ULYSSES . Since 

our t e l ephone conver sation yesterday aft ernoon , I have ascer­

t a i ned defini t ely t hat as ea r l y a s Sept ember , 1935 , the owner 

of the vessel r;as expecting to arrange f or such a transaction , 

and he pl aced the t anker i n dry dock , 1vhere i t was r econdition­

ed a t an expense of certainly not l es s t han $25,000 and per ­

haps as much as $40,000; t hat on October 25 t he vessel was 

charte r ed t o the Reed Company for a voyage to I t aly, and that 

on the same date the Ital ian i n t e r ests ente r ed i nto an agree-

ment with the Reed Company for t he vessel t o carry a ca r go of 

oil to the I tal i an Government . I f the ca r riage of the oil i s 

f orbidden , the Reed Company will be liable to a sui t for dam­

o.gee ; the owner of the vessel will a l mos t certai nly look t o 

our Gover nment for t he pay1nent of dAlllages ; and the prospect of 

t he vessel bei ng kept i n business so as to aff or d i ts owner some 

opportunity of payi ng the Government ' s mor t gage will be gone . 

It is t hought by t he Depar t ment of Cornmerce and t he Departl:len t 

of Sta t e t hat we should not s t and i n t he way of the transaction 

be i ng complet ed. You will bear i n mind t hat October 25 was 

prior t o t he announcement b e i ng made with r ef e r ence t o the 

shi pment t o t he belliger ents of five sp eci fied art icl es , one 

Of 
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of which i s oil . 

The only reason I am writing you is tnat I wish the 
President to have all the facta, ~~d if he desi res to do 

so , confirm the understanding you gave me yesterday that 
he leaves the matter to the deteraination of toe two de­
partments mentioned. I nope on receipt of this you ~ay 
be able to Gee the Preoident within at l east an hour or so , 
and telephone me . 

Yours ver y sincerely, 

.A.-IJ 11'/ll : m: 



Uy doar Mr . President: 

,/. 
' I 

' \"" 

DEPA RTMENT OF &TATE 
WA8HINQTO N 

Wi th r e terence to inquiries which you have made 

previously concerning conditions in Italian East Africa 

I bel ieve the t you may be i nterested in readi ng t he 

attached r eport f rom our Ul l itary ~ttach& at Rome, r e ­

counting a conversation wh ich he had with Mr . W. B. 

Courtney, a representa t ive of COLLIER ' S WEEKLY , who 

has just returned t rom a t hree weeks ' visit to Eritrea . 

Faithfully yours , 

Enclosure : 

Report !rom Military 
Attache at Rome . 

The President, 

The \Yhi t& House . 

, . .. 



~lnlfnl of •tatr 

ra 

I!S('LOSlR£ 

w.o ... <ltetotd 

6UO..UDTO 

The Pres 1den t , 

The White House . 



l!llcloaure !lo. l (Report No. 2) to despatch No . 1471 
ot Jan , 3, 1936, troD the !ab&IIY at Ro~ . 

0 -2 Report , 6920. 

FOR OFYICLf.L USE O!fl.X. 

ITALY (CO!.lBAT), 

Subject: Uinor Yield Operations. 

Visit to Theater ot Operations by American 
Corres pondent . 

Kr . w. B. Courtney, representing Collier'• has Ju~t return­
ed to Rome attar beins throe weeks in Jri trea and Tigre. The 
following notes we re cade durins a oonYoroation with hie oonoorn­
ing his trip. They ropreeent or couree ur. Courtney'• ~reoeiono 

but are perhaps worthwhile as iodicat ina an objective view ot 
so~e of the details in Eas t Africa aa he saw them. ur . Courtney 
let t Napl es on November 18th, 193~ , on tho s . s. •SANNIO" or 
9 , 900 tons, curyi ng 16arahal Badoglio and 2, 500 workmen , 1/.arahal 
Badog11o took thio boo t rather than one or the I talian liners 
with better accommodations as an example to the Black Shirt 
ole~r.ents ot his coma.and. Conditione aboard the "SJ,J~ITO" 'I'Oro 
tar !roc ideal . Tho 2,500 workmen ware crowded below decka . 
Durins a atora in the Rod sea juet botoro roaching ~oaaua it 
was necessary to otation Carabinie ri at each or tho hatcheo to 
prevent the workmen !roc coming on dock . Toilet facilities and 
water supply were inadequate and the living accommodation• tor 
these workmen were doooribed by Kr . Courtney as nothing abort or 
f ilthy. , 

A.t llaaoaue. two old tanl<oro were Had up at whe.rfa and drum• 
were bei ng tilled rrom these ohipa and atncl<ed in a dump adJoin· 
i ng the docko. Every ounce or gasoline was concentra t ed in tbio 
one dump . It io estimated that the supply is suff icient tor about 
~months . Tho Italian supply service in eat1mating ita require­
~r.ents tailed to take into considerat ion t ho tact that tho trucka 
would have to operate almost continually in low gear, and conoe­
quently what waa expected to be a yoar•e aupply will probably 
not las~ beyond t be present dry season. 

Sanitary condition in llasaaua leave much to be desired , Tbe 
port is crowded wi th men and supplies. There ia only one public 
toilet in the town and no sewage ayatem. The streeta are uaed 
indi acr1m1nately ae latrinoa. No warehousing racilit ioa exist. 
Suppliea are stacked in open dumpa and when rains occur prior to 
removal or auppliee to tho plateau, large quantities are spoiled, 
There are no hotelo or othe r sl eeping accommodations excepting ooo 
or two rreigbters anchored in the harbor and uaod to acco==cdate 
caau&lt1eo await i ns ohipm.eot to Italy. These rreigbtera are oo 
intested wtth verain and bugs as to be almost uninhabitable . Preos 
oorrespondonto and others who were acquainted with the situation 
preferred to atay aabore until they oould get aboard a transport . 
!Von bore it ia next to inpossible to ait down anywhere because or 
the accumulated tilth. ~ny have round it more agreeable to oeok 
acco~odatione in the native brothels rather than go aboard the 
rrelghtera . 

Communiea tion 

Jroa: M.A.. Rome , Italy, Report No . 14 ,986. January 3 , 1936, 
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Communication between Maaaaua and Adowa depends on one road 
and thie road bas been very badly cut up by the heavy t ravel, 
The atretcb between Nefasi t and A,_ra is especially bad. It is 
out out of the side of the mountain with straight drops of over 
1000 feet , It is narrow and paooing is only done with grea t 
difficulty, Por a while traffic was controlled on this r oad -
one way during certain hours - but so many exceptions were made 
that the control has now broken down completely and trattio movee 
both ways , paaa ing on such turnoute a& could be bui lt . Hsavy 
traffic bas ground the road surfacing to powder and the shoulders 
give way under the weight or the truck&, Accidents are frequent. 
Otten several trucks, their drivers blinded by the dust , bave 
followed saoh other over the bank , Tbe eame 16 true or t he newly 
constructed roada rrom Aamara to the front . Casualties due to 
road accidents have exceeded those due to battle . In one 31 mile 
stretch or road (a section or the Senate-Adigrat road) there are 
1?00 hair-pin turns . On another section of tbe road between 
Aomara and Adowa Ur , Courtney counted 27 trucks down the embank­
ment . He came to one truck tully loaded and bound tor the front 
which had broken down and aft er some delay this t ruck was rolled 
over the bank with its enti re cargo. He stated t hat t ho casualties 
among trucka due to accidents and breakdown ran as high as 5~ 
per day, many or these or course being repaired and returned to 
service. 

While en-route from Aamera to Adowa Mr . Courtney passed 
many 75 ..,., guns and 105 mm. howitzers returni ng trom Adowa. It 
is not possi ble t o use anything except pack artillery in this zone . 

There is a fertile plateau ar ound Axum and between Adowa and 
AXUm. Other than that the country that he saw is not even au1t­
able tor grazing. Mr . Courtney got as tar t orward a s the Dam­
beguine. Pass . Re l ett before tbe fighti ng which took place io 
this vicinity the middle or December , He subsequently learned 
that the Italian advanced elements which were driven baok from 
Me.i Timcbet were blocked in this pass and suttered severe casual­
ties . 

The Italians were similarly ambushed during the advance rrom 
Adigrat to ~oalle in a canyon north or AZb1. The Denakil column 
(Mariotti group or natives) which consisted or two battalions or 
Aekaris end abou t 1000 Danekils marched into a gDrge without 
auftioient reconnaissance and were trapped in the gorge , sutter­
ing heavy caaualties. AtteQpts to co~unicate by radio wi t h the 
Corps Commander , Oeneral Santini, !ailed beoauae the radio seta 
were not functioning. The col umn remained in the gorge through­
out the day and night but the Abyaoini ans withdrew without 
attempting to annihilate it, The attack was such a surprise 
that tbe supply units (oombat t rain•) bad to abandon t heir sup­
plies and close up in order to avoid being cut ott , The column 
continued on to the village or Azbi without rood or water , The 
radio equipment was repaired and a message gotten through to the 
corps commander who managed to transport supplies by air bu t the 
suppliee were dropped at the wrong place and were taken by the 
natives betore the troops could get to them. This column had to 
rejoin t he corps by its own efforts bef ore it could receive any 
aee1stanoe. 

The Aekar1e are good soldiers, As one Italian officer put 
1t: •They ere a lot better than the Black Shirts• . The Black 
Shirts b&ve made lots ot noise in Eaat Africa but have not been 
effective as combat troops . The regular soldier• are much better. 

llorale 



- :1 -

¥orale among tho I talian troops l o not higb . Tbere it a great 
dea l or tbe usual grumbling, but also a lot or real dieeatie­
raotion with the exiati ng conditione . If it was hoped that many 
or the troops now i n Eas t ~frioa woul d want to settle there , tho 
hope will not be realized , tor almost to a man the I talian soldiers 
would like nothi ng better than a tranaport home . 

The Askaris haYI borne the brunt or the fight ing to date and 
in oonaa~uanca haYe adopted a rather euperior atti t ude toward the 
Italiane. 

ur. Courtney w~t ill for a time in the hospit a l at Akaum. 
Be descri bes th i s hoapitol as without any sanitary arr angement s 
at all . The only latrines a r e open atraddle-trenohes , and bathing 
facilities do not exiat . ~coat around the city conteint aome 
fresh water and is used indiacrlmtnately tor drinking purpoaea , 
sewage d iaposaJ. , watuing ani mals and washing pigs and goa to . The 
natiYoa seam to ha•e attained an U.Cunity to typhoid but there is 
lots ot syphilis and African ulcer s . Tbe white troopa haYe sur­
tared aa.ewhat rrom pneumonia , but on the whole their health haa 
been aurpriai ngly good considering the conditione . 

Aa soon as ¥arsbal Badoglio a s sumed comand, all war corres­
pondent s ha ve been ordered back to Asmara . There t hoy get very 
little tnronnation . rre~uently the official communique• are no t 
delivered to them until aovera1 daya after they have been publish­
ed i n Ro:oe . 

wr. Courtney teele that the Italians are now definitely 
stopped in their present positions and will not be able to ad­
vance again this season. Ho r eels that Karahal Badoglio will 
be t ortunnte i t he can bold on to territory now occupied. The 
aviat ion bas been or little real value . The country is ao vast 
and ther e are so many opportuni t ies to bide in tba brush and 
among the r ooks that air observers find it impossible to pick 
up oYon large bodies or native troops . The nati ves are becoming 
accustomed to the I talian airoratt and know how to avoid being 
sean. The y bave e•en gone ao teras to prepare t r aps tor the 
Italian aYiation by setting up a camp ln a valley, then abandon­
i ng the camp and takins poeitiona on the s t eep sides or the 
mountalna from whi ch tbey can t ire tro: above on any airoratt 
a t t empti ng a l ow altitude attack on tbe camp . As a result 
Italian air attacks now are being made !rom an al titude or 
10, 000 roet . 

Tba tanka have been or somewhat mora value , especial ly in 
adYanoing against villages , but the country has been too rough 
tor their extended uae . 

NOT.I: This picture drawn by Llr . Courtney cay be .ary much 
overdrawn. I t is reported tor what i t may be worth as the im­
proaaion or an American journalist gained rrom o three weeka' 
vis i t to the s cene or operati ons i n !aat Africa . 

!IORIUN II . FISKE 
Kajor , Cavalry , O . S .~ • • 
~.s at . Kili t ary ~ttaobe. 

-



T HE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1936. 

Dear Kr. Preaident: 

It appears that t he UIIihd Prua gave out 

yeater4ay a aomnbat miale&ding report, which has 

found its way into the I tal1an press. '!'he bibaasy 

haa t his morning aent us the ite•, aa it appears 

in this morning's papers in Rolll8, and I attach a 

copy of the despatch. 

Inasmuch a a it waa announced from St. Louie 

yeetarda;r tbat Long had resigned, it occurs to me 

that possibly you may care, in your press oonterence, 

to confirm the !act of hie resignation and at the 

same time say something to t he effect that, 1n due 

course, you would make an &DnOuncement of a new 

Ameri can Allb&aeador to Rome, who se appointment would 

be in the ord1DAry r outine. 

'!'he Un1 ted Preas statement that a 1 apeo1al 

amb&aeador1 1e to be sent !rom t his country to Italy 

! or 
The Preddent 

'!'he 1Jh1 ta Bouae. 



. 
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for certain special purposes. perbapa might 
well be cl1apoae4 of &a aeon aa poea1ble before 
1 '* gaU. headw&J. 

I am expecting a reply from Rome a t ay 
• moment tor the requested &gr•ent tor the new 

Allb&aea®r. but meanwhile. ae 1a .o often the 
oaae. the Un1 ted Preas ia giv1Dg out another 
statement mentioning my name 1n th1a oonneaUon. 
Jreedleaa to aay, I have 8&1<1 nothing to the 
preae whatsoever. 
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ICI57t 
tu CMUJeiiiT lAS JJ:CIDJ:D TO SliD llfDIIIICUTMY PIILLIPI 

IOU. Til UIIITJ:D PUll IAYI .DEl A COPYIII;IT. 
PIIWPI IIU. AnDIPT TO ICIU tiT .UICA'S ULATIOIIS llfl Til 11111 

ALIM -W 111101T CIIP .. IIIIIC Til •ntiSTUTI.'S PIIICIPU 

• • •ceaaa• -INIAL ••• •• 11 r•cz. 
- .,.T.CI 111'1 .ICI 1011 ftE •Ira STATES AND ITALY WAIJI 

'Ill 111I.IM PIOIUII II MCNN If Til fAaf TIIAT TUY AlE UCM-IMGi 
INDIISJ:C:UTAIIU tr STATE AS INVOYS. ITALY lAS JUST APPOINTED 
fULVIO IUYICI' PIIU.IP'I ITALIAN COUNTEIPAIT1 AS MIASSADOI TO TillS 
CO.TIY, II IU. UPLACI AUGiiTO IOSiO. 
f/IO.~lW 



, 

JS 

Secretary of State , 

-ash~ngton , D. C. 

2~1, June 30, 10 a . m. 

Gray 

hO~C 

;:J.tod Juno 30, 1936 

Roc 'd 7:00a .m. 

Follo·1ing United P1•oss report under Pashington date line 

of June 29th pubU GhCld in this morn inc; 1 s papers : 

"Prom a moot reliable oo~.orce it .l.s l earned that a 

high o~f~~inl of th~ P~d~. , Covernment ~ill go to Rome 

in tho near futuro to c'is ~uoo r.nd settle r1ith the Itallo.n 

Ccvornrucnt questions o~ dlr~ct 1ntereat to the United 

Ste.tcG •1hich have arisen na n consequence of the Italian 

o.nne ·ro.tion of llthiop~a . 

:.t thCl State Department there ~s neither co'l.f~r;n ­

at~on n..,r denial of the rumor that tho Amer1can :.nbaso­

ador to Romo Breckinrldge Long i s being at least tem­

porarlly roplaco~ by opec1al ~nbassador . LonG, lt nill 

bo r;:lcc.llod, is ot1ll 1n c. huJI Jn.tal at Rochustcr , !linn­

osota, l'nd has aslccd to be ruplo.ced in his missiun to 

.lome . 11 

KIRK 

JS 
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ITAHDA,.O ,.O,.M No. 14 A 
""""'MD .. '* ~ 

IIU,aiCM " , .. - TELEGRAM 
OF?'ICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

CABLOO!Wi 

H. E. AUGUSTO ROSSO 
HOTEL PRINOg DE GALLES 
PARIS 

' .. ___. . .,.,,..,... ..... ~ 
JanuarJ 27, 1937, 

l(lC WARM GREETINGS AND GOOD WISHES TO YOU BOTH 

ROOSEVi:LT 



T HE S ECRETARY OF STATE 
WA.DtiNGTON 

J~unry ~s, 1037. 

The Secretary of State encloses for the in£orma­
tion of the President oopies of the telegr ams indicated 
below. 

Since some of these telegrams were transmitted in 
one of ~he Department ' s confidential codes, it would be 
appreciated if t he enclosures coUld be returned to the 
Department at the President's convenience for appropri ­
ate disposition. 

Bnoloeureel 

Telcrr'l."l r:o . - PC'r1s. (dnted Jnnuncy "·•· 1? :15 o. n . ) 
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Secretary of Sta tl.l 

Washington 

PERSONAL FOR 'l'HE PRESIDE.Nl' : 

GRAY 

Paris 

Dat ed January 25, 1937 

Rec 1d 12 :15 p .m. 

Rosso, former Italian Ambassador to Washington, 

is to be ma1•ried in Paris on the morning of Jonuory 28 

to o n Americrm lady, Hrs . Bunkar . I a:n to bo witness ot 

the :Imrr !age • 

From a con versa tion I hod with Rosso I know that he 

would be deeply moved if you should send him o person~l 

t elegrom of good wishes , Hi s address i s Hotel Prince 

de Galle s . 

BULLrrT 

CSB: HPD 



r 

L 

WN15CL RFK604 PARI S 32 28 NFT 

LC PRES I DENT ROOSEVELT 

Yt\-ii TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

RECEIVE~+l' , 
1112 c~oh AVENUE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

'8Jl JAN 28 NA 8 5 I 
AT--------------------

ITAHDAID TINI 

DEEPLY TOUCHED BY YOUR KIND MESSAGE WE BEG YOU TO ACCEPT OUR MOST 

HEARTFELT THANKS AND THE EXPRESSION OF OUR SINCERE DEVOT ION FRANCES 

AND AUGUSTO ROSSO 

TELEPHONE: NATIONAL 2600 To MeU,.. prompt aetJoft Oft loqutr1 ... t.h'- ori,Sna1 R.ADJOOR.AII aho\114 be preemted at tht otnee or 
R. C. A OOIOtUNlCATIONS, Inc:. ln. telepbonelnqutrtu quote the number p:rec~cUnJ the place ot orlrta. 



_. 

Paris, February 2 , 1937 . 

Dear ~iss Le Hand : 

I 8.1ll enclosing hare111t h , for transmitt a l 

to the President , a letter from His Excellency 

Augusto Rosso, former Italian Ambassador in 

,/esh1118ton and no1·1 Italian .-mbessedor in l..oscow • 

. 11th all cood wishes and !tindest reF'ords , 

I remain, 

Hasti l y and sincerely yours , 

Carnal Offie . 

P . s . -- til l ie Quie t on 

Enc l osure . 

~iss L&rguerite Le Hand , 

Private ~ecretory to the 

The ~ito House , 

.leshineton , D. c . 



, 

'iis JSxcellency 

Paris , January ~9th , 1937 

Dear l!r. President , 

Having a sked the advice of my friend Bullitt 

as to the way a former n~assador to Washington should 

follow in sending his wedding announcement to the 

Preside'lt of the Lnited States , the answer was : "Just 

v.Tite a pcrsonnl letter . The Presideut docs not mind 

an occa s i onal br each of the Rules of Protocol ! " . 

Follo ing Vr . Bullitt •s advice, I take the 

liberty of addressing to you this informal comr..unication 

of my marriQ£;e with l:rs . Frances /ilkinson Bunker of 

fashin ton , formerly an American citizen , and since 

yesterday the .1 t alian ... mbassadress in L oscow. 

I 11onder, 1lr . President, 11' you happen to 

remember t hat t wo years ago , at the diol olll!l tic recepti on 

Franklin D. Roosevel t 
!'resident of the United Sta tes 

The ffili te House 

Washington, D. C. 



at the ilhi te House , you teased me for my del ay in obeying 
the Uuce 's ukase to his diplomats "l.:arry or quit ! " . 

This is one of the reasons vmy I thought I shoul d 
let you Jr.now that I have actually COCJPlied \'oith the order 
of my Boss ! 

But I have been prompted to do so also by the 
memory of the great kindness and friendliness you have 
always shown me during my mission in .lashington , which 
ll'.ake, me feel doubl y happy to- de.y .. or the new tie binding 
me to a country and a people I have learnt to know and 
love . 

May I respect ful ly ask you , also in the name 
of my wife, to convey to Mrs . Roosevelt our deepest 
regards, and to accept yourself on this occasion , the 
assurance of our sincere devotion . 

Believe me , dear Mr . Presiuent, 

most sincerely yours 



• 
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ll¥01\ O~SlTIOI BnRU SE<mftART I!DLL 
Aln Till ITAUAI •MUG:lAI!OJt . 81010'1 rm.no pr sun ol! 

!be Allbaeall4or of Italy oalle4 U Ilia owu requeet . 

He had juet reWrM4 froa a three weelte ' hlp t o the 

Paolflo Oo&~t. FOr •••er al alnutee we 4leoueee4 what 
he ee• aa4 hear4 oa t hte trip. Be epolte of Rollyeood 

&ltd t he dltferat at are he aet there tiDd eaded wt t b t he 
etateaat tha t t here ••• e great deal o r rare gentue 

aaoag t b... l \oolt t ble l ead to et&t e tbet ualeee Italy 
wu well repreaeated uo~ the fore1101t of t heae eenlueea 
tt would be the flre t t t ae t hat that great countr y h•d 
oot been well repr .. eoh d aaont: t he bt~t a1D4e of tbe 
world la oae or aor e l lnea of tbougbt; tb•t tb11 re­

atDded .. tha t aa.F aore of ltaly' e etateeaen ebould 

•lett thte oouatry, juet ae Aaerlo&n eteteeaen •telt 

Italy aDd ot~er oouatrlee of Europe aad other Europeaa 
atat eeaea •lett thle oouat r y. l thea added that one 

of the ..tuable polt o lea wbtoh oontrlbuted •ery auob 

t o the entbual &la of t he oonferenoe of Aaer loan natlona, 
bot h at lontntdeo aa4 ~enoa Urea, wae \ hat eub 

pr opoee4 
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or opoeed a fUll and ooae taot lnterob&Ag~ between al l of 

the ._rloan n..tl oae of the eduoatl orul , oul\lll'al , ar­

thUo aad oUier Y&luable auat-atr of eaoh oouauy 

t o the eDCl that eu h would haft tile ..._tU of t he beet 

tlla t al l oould pr oduce. I t hea lau.ohe4 into t he 

etron«eet poaelble dleoueelon of n.t1oDL11e• ln tte 

eztr ... for., oaretul l y c1 1 et1ngu1ell1~ between eane, 

oruUoal n• U onallaa rt t hin reuoaable 11&1 h and the 

u tre• tn>• wlll oh durlna tbe ooet-war perlocl hu con­

atltate4 the wor at dl eeaee t~t oould OYert&ke t he bu.an 

fully. I repeat ed ., 1lluetraU on of a oo..unl t}' of 

f .. t l tee, ae eet f orth l n a recl l o eddraea of a tne dur ing 

roretsa Trade leek, t n wb1cb I poi nt ed out what happened 

t o a tully t hst un~ertook to 11Ye a beral t ezlatenoe 

without a lingle frlnd AaO&g t he f u llha of t he e­

ora-Uy, how lt etacnatrd and et eadtly beoaae bop~ 

l e .. l y droeAe-nt . I u t d , 0 Tbh h the great our ee ot 

the world t oday aDd thr eat en• o1Y111recl n•t t ona wttb 

eUll aore dleutroue etfeote , ualeae t be na tton_a t.. 

.. 4tately becin at l eaet t o ao• e l n a 41t tereat 41reo­

t 1oa wttll a def inite an i eoUA4 pr osr aa. I r eaarked 

\bet our enUre propu prOINlgated a\ Buenoe Atr ee 

oont a1ne 
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oonta lna & r aaaonabla, pr aotloal &n4 .oat azcent aet of 

p rlnol plea &D4 pol l ol a a &a t he lingle altera&tiwe t o 

the praaent 4 ia&atroua oouzae of &f falra 1D turope , -­

that 11, & p110e1Ul aeUleMat &Del Uj'llatMnt &De! 1'1-

h&bll ltatl on of all worthwhile and 1D41apeDiabla inter­

aaUo-.1 nldi-.llipe. I nlc! that U 11 aoboclJ' a 

fllllU 1D parUOillu nat attu algbten ,.are tbe onlJ 

foaac!atioa wbloh -.rope preaenta for a reatore4 1Dtar­

nat1ollal order la the narroweat, 011ttkroat, troable­

breldtac Mtlilo4 of tr&c!iq aa4 a 1114, l"'la&W&J raoe ln 

~ta; bwt tllat thll ia la atrlll:lJIC ooatrut wltb 

the prosru of tlle 31 uerio&n nattona, &Ill!. of annal 

llaropeu o01111trlaa whtob haft approft4 U 1D the a&in, 

_.lob 4oea prow14e a aol14 ancl peraaaent fouaclation for 

a atable atnot'lll'e of blllla11e, of peace, &114 of gon:r»­

-•t; \lid till elqle q1111Uoa ia - whether t he ohi­

lln4 .. uoaa will w&it -tu u 11 too late before 

proolatatac &114 panuiac tbll pr&etloal ancl ooaetruothe 

oourae. I elaborated tllrthlr 11 tb .., uaual a rcu-ate 

la auppor t of thia progru and eapeoiallJ eaphaai1ed 

tha eltra .. neoeaai\J tor ita .apport bJ turopaaa 

-triea pMrallJ, before too late. 
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!he Aabaaea4or inter Ject ed, for lllue\r, tlon and 
wi thout crl\lci .. , the Yiew \b~\ \be Brl\ieb are engaced 
1D u &rii&Milt prorr .. which rlll require t wo year• for 
cc~le\lon, aD4 that , ocnelderiog altorether oondl\lon• 
ln tur ope , the tiae ie not ripe juet now tor a ao• eaeat 
in eupport ot the pr ograa t o wblch I ••• referrlut in 
eo .. detail; tb• t wl\hlo another year or \ we t he tlme 
would 'be ripe. 

1 r epli ed that we were t alking now aA oitl tene of 
the world, r ather \ban aA otti ol ale r epreeeating our 
t wo goYer .... \e aa4 \ bat I deeired ble peraleeloo to 
d leoaee the other elde of \be Ylew be ••• erpreeel ng. 
I t hea eal d \ bat I had been reared la an UDdeYelaped 
.owatal110u repon, wher e on l:laturday athraoone the 
a etsbbore gethered la &ad about t he countr y e t ore; t he t 
wbea I would 111 "wer el of \be yowager eleMAt, who 
were e\Ul ~ la eorlog tbe tJ' wild oah, co"'' 1n 
ar.e4 wttb pl et ole, 1 knew there wae .oat l ltoly to ~e 
a otcar etub or a otgare\te etub dr opped acol clentally 
duzlJ~« the &R en.ooa amS eoaebody would get hurt; that 
tuee .... pereou would get burt nea t houR)I DOne of 
tb .. 1Dtende4 or deelred & pl etol tight; on tbe other 

hud, 
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haad, th• t whea theee yoaac ... would eo .. ta of a 
8e.turdar atteraooa wltll 110 alp of flnaru at &11 , 

ewerroae breathed a elgll of relief beoauae of the 

aaeuraaoe t here would be 110 wlol ... e ua4er\atea 4urlag 
the daJ. I eal d, •aa.aa a at.re aaoag etateeaea LD4 
a11011g aattoae 1e wary •oll tu ..... J'lar\heraore, 

all of tile aaUoae uwer get Nlr u.ed ua4er a 

pollor of reara .... t raoee; oae or aore alware deelree 
loqer Uae to get aora tllllr araed u4 equ1-ope4; &Dd, 

lD tile ead, ea uploeloa lDewltalllJ o0011re. • I ooa­

tl .. ed, "Thle le the e1tuat1oD lD Europe t odar. It 
l e to awold juet euoh a cateclraa that t he 21 Aaerloaa 

aaUoaa llan offered a prop .. -.1 are pleadlq t o all 
other olwlllted aattoae to e.-race it &ad glwe lt eup­

port wtt~ut a dar•• delar. • I referred t o the reoeat 
et et ... ate oa eooaoalo aad atlltary peace Dade br 
Vueeollal aad eald that theee gawe hope aDd gratlfloa­

Uoa to all - the Olll.r trouble wee that the •••e• of 
the people ..arywbere, wtthla at.oat a• houra, for get 
aD4 that, therefore, tt le aeoeeearr th~t the progr .. 

for bu1Mu natoraU01l u4 peace .aat be preached 

eaoh -k bJ the taportaat etateaaea of each -ur; 

tlllat 
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' ba' I daalrad ' o raqu••' 'be Aabaaeador again ' o 'ell 
Kuaeollnl bow .ucb .. appraoia,ed 'be .. •'•'••enta of 
bia bu' tba' we profoun41J hope be or bia etateaaen will 
4al1nr a apeeob alOill '" .. 11Aaa aaob ... 11:. I aa14 
' bat there waa neYer before auob an opportunltr for eoae 
1aportaat oOUAtrr ill IUropa to turlliab laaderabip with 
juat tbh "" of a progru u I b .d outl1Hd; tb&t a 
few addreaaea pr oolai a l ng it and eupponlng it would 
reaul t 1n a.n uad ng awakening of peace ud good 
nal gbbor aantlaent and that a waYa of gratatul publlo 
aentlaent would ... ep OYer europe and oyer the entire 
l eatarn world. I aa1d, "!bla goYernaent 11 ll:eeplng 
entirelr awar troa tba political dlf f l oulti ea in EUrope. 
It ia preaerYtnc nautrali'J with r eepeot to both pol1t1-
oal and allitarr aotiYitiea ud ooaplioationa. l e are 
bopilll and prar11ls we • • r be able t o ll:eep z,ooo eilee 
awar froa aar Ull4eeizable erparienoea 1n ~ope. l e 
ba.e a rather defllllte neutralitr aot wbiob ia Yerr 
iatlextble ill oenata reapeota, and we are uawllng tU.t 
no go.eraaeata -- auob ae 'be Britleb, the Rua11an, the 
a.raan, ta..a Fl'enoh, the Italian, or aDJ other - rill 

ear or do enous b otfiol allJ to require the oarrrlalf 1nto 
operatioa of the ~trality aot.• 

fbe Aabuaador 
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and did oot 'ake leaue or offer deflolte ooaaeot exoep,, 

by torereooe, 'o 'be effect 'h•' oo,htas of t b1e nature 
... oooteaplded eo far .. be ltoew. .. acu• cue bact 

t o 'he quee,loa of 'he '18e aot bel .. prop1t1oua for a 
ao•••••' to euppon of aa alMraa,he prcgraa for aooo­
oalc ao4 peace ree,ora,loa. I replle4 ~., lf eaoh 

aa,1oa walte aotll the ,1 .. 11 ezae,ly rlgb' fro• ttl 

•'aodpolD', 'hiD I _., &«ala raped 'b-' 'h• Uae oenr 
would blooae prop1,1oue; 'b•' t be ezper1eace of reoeo' 

year• la Europe clearly deaooe,ra,ee 'btl •lew; tbat 1' 
hae not been poeelble for 'bl aa,1ooe of Europe ' o eettle 

aoy ooe or '" of 'he 7 or 8 polo' pr ograa ln•olYed, or, 
1D otber woru, 'be ettuaUoa 11 aerely drUUog aa1411' 
1ooreaalog turbulnoe md upr oar 1n Europe, &I trell u 
1o oer,alo other ~r'• of the world; tbat tbe deYeloP­
... , of a broader baOtcrowad and a aore fnorable 

peycholo«J 11 probably •t'al ~ a broad aD4 .uooeeetal 

• 'tack upon 'he .uaeroae preble .. pre•••••4; 'b• ' our 
.. ,hod of approach aad our oba8pl oaeb1p la 'be Weetera 
-..tepllere of the llaeaoe Airel progru ebould be a 

eplea414 ezaapllj that I ooal4 offer no be'ter 1lluetra­

Uoa of wkd I llle4 ill a1a4 tllaa 'o eay nat 1t Ihly 

aad o~er tapor'aa' oouatrlee of hrope were prea'*la« -
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our BuDOe ur .. progr u 1:o4ar, tiller IUid. \be 38 other 

gonJ'Dae1l1:e, parUee 1:o \be ao ... 1a1:ennUoa p11.ot, would 

aee\ ill LODdOD OD DU\ h'ldaJ Wt\b ll eof\ened e\de Of 

a 1D4, wUb a tr1eD4Uer eplrU ancl one of aa\D&l oonou­

el oa, IUid. wi\b a e\rona d1epoe11:1oa t o flDd war• t or 

\be ooaple\e ee\tleaen\ of \be aa\\ere of cllffer enoe 

before tber oeue4 \belr effort. or adjourned t betr 

.. e1:1ng; \lila\ 1:b1e 1e 1n wlde ooatrae\ \ o a aee1:1ng 

next r.rt&ar where \here •er be jue\ a 11\tle alootneee 

troa eaob o\lller, a 11\tle \ oo aaob eueptolon ot eaob 

otber•e ao\1wee aDd purpoeee IUid. a l aok of tba\ oonfldence 

IUid. ne1gbborlr eplr1t wblob te eo neoeeearr on \be ooo&­

etoa of great orteee; \bat, 1n brief, tbe preaobaen\ aDd 

tbe obaap1oa.lll1p of a pr ograa euob ae po1Dted out by ae 

wu p:robeblr t.adtepeuable to \be 4enlopaen1: of the 

neoeeearr perobologr aaong e1:a1:e ... n IUid. na\toae \ o deal 

adequately IUid. proap\ly w11:b preeen\ eaergenoy pr obleae; 

tba\ e1:a1:eeaen aae\ 4eyelop an 1n\eree1: and a d1epoe1\1on 

IUid. a will \ o ooopera\e tn a bro&d &Dd flexible aanner 

tn nppor\ of a buto p:rogru of peaoe 8.1ld buetn .. e 

:ree1:o:ra1:1oa -- otbe:rwtee \ba \ 11: wlll not be poeetble \o 

1Ddaoe ne\tone to bal\ \bet:r p:reeen\ araaaent :raoee IUid. 

to tuPJI:reu 1:belr p:reeen\ eueplolone ucl laok of t:rae\ 

1a 
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lu eaob other \o ao ez\eut euffloleut to e~ble \bea 

to oooperah 1A eupport of a deetrable prosru. 'fbe 

Allbu .. dor toolt DO heue wUb tble •taw to.t eeeaed to 

be .aob latereeted. 

I elaborated bare on tbe geaeral eltaa\loa 1u 

Jarope, referring to 1t ae eerloae &a4 wbat aany would 

oall d&aceroae. I r-arlted \ba t et tiler aDO\IIer war or 

a deep-eea\ed eooao.lo paulo would be •tterly 4eetruct1Ye 

of all \lid 1e wonllwhlle 1a the a f faire of \be ne\e:ru 

world, ea4 yet ueoluhly DOtlliac b lllrope 11 being 

doae 1A tile ~ of penauea\ plUDlq la \u dlreoUou 

of peaoe u4 ,. .. ral e\ab111ty. I ea14 tb• t \od&y there 

are protlablJ • a1111oa nce-earuere 1a Oe~y eug&pd 

1a ar-aaea\ produ.tloa, who, wttb tbelr fulllee, oo .. 

prlee 11 to ao a1ll1oa of tile eatlre Geraau popula\1oa 

ot fO alllloa; tlla\ rela\lwe .aabere 1D tbe U.lted 9\a\ee, 

Oreat Brttala, Italy, rruoe, u4 other oouatrlee, are 

llltewlee eac.,ed; tbat wltbla auotller elgbteeu aoatbe, 

wll .. \lie reeOIU'Me of .,., -trlee aeoeeeary for 

tlartller boreue4 ara ... ate are eJ:Iaauehd, U would DOt 

M I •'J poaalble to fla4 otur galu.tul. u4 produoUwe 

a.plo,..at for all \be allllo .. aa4 alll l oae aa4 a1llloae 

of wa88-&araere DOw earaged 1a a lll\ary produotloa; u4 

nat 
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that yet, with the roar of the eoono.lo and the =ilitary 

liagara below, now within diet1Dot hearing, and with 

the certain knowledge that the happeniag of either 

oa1oaatrophe would ~ fatal, naUoaa are drifting and 

drift1Dg and drlftiag wt th no broa.d. or peraanent or 

peaceful plaantag. 

the Aabaaeador again o ... bact to the idea tha t 

the arauent wortere could a year or two hnoe be 

gradually traneferred to produotiYe laduetry. I ea i d 

that I ... t d1et1Datly differ oa thie point; that notb-

1~~g in the tutare oould ~ 110re clear than that the 

ra.oee 1D ara.-nte by iaduetrial natioae , ae bappene to 

~ the oaee, aad oonUmzed delay in adopting a ooopere.­

UYe progru tor ge11era1 rehabilitation, would within 

anothu two yeare haYe ooapelled all of the nrplue­

prodaoiag food and eurplue-produoillg r aw aaterial 

oouatriee to eetahlieh their own aADUfaoturlng and other 

taduetrial plant&, thue leaYiDg nrplue-produotng 

1Dduetrial oouatrtee, lite Italy and othere 111 IUrope, 

aot t o •11Uoa the 011Ued Statee, high and dry eo far 

ae anythtag reeeablt11g a real and profitable interaatioaal 

tra4e 111 the future would ~ oo11oerned. I . fUrther etated 

that there 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

- 11 -

that there ooul4 beJOa4 queetloa be reetore4 30 billion 

dollare of .atgallJ deeirable aa4 .ataall J profitable 

iateraatioaal tra6e abo~• the preeeat depleted Toluae; 

that there are UD,J thlage UalJ ad otller iaduetrial 

ooaatriee prodaoe, 4ifferiag aateriallJ ia Talue or 

qualitJ or aee, wb1oh it would be hlghlJ profitable 

for the Uaite4 Statee aDd other oouatriee to purchaee, 

tae glYiq e.plOJMDt t o oapUal aa4 labor ia both 

ooaatri .. ; that .-ather two rear• of ar-aaeat r~o•• 

u4 fallure to adopt a pro~ of )te&oe aDd eooa011ic 

rehabilltatloa WORld iaeTltablJ faetea upoa the world 

per-eM•t ocad.J. Uoae of the aoet erlr- eoca0111o 

aatloaallea a4 all of Ue -thillkable ocuequeaoee 

aad deep priYatioae, I eaid that lt le 1D theee oir­

..-.taaoee that thie ooaatrJ, ae etate4 before, while 

tatJ-c eYery preo .. tiea to teep aloof froa pclitloal 

aa4 alllt&rJ lDYolY .. eate abroad, etroagl7 feele that 

euh o1rtlhe4 oo•trJ rlgtlt -w hae the ••hirtable 

reepoaalbilitJ of aatlag a real ooatr1bat1oa to proaote 

peaoe aa4 aoraal 1ateraat1oaal relatiOIIIhipe; that 

therefOre lt and the other Aaerloaa aatiou are behlad 

the broad •-•lo pr ograa aad ih tiadred proYleiOIII 

to whioh I had referred , aa4 that aatarallJ .. are 

lootiq 
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loot111g loqlqlJ to lea41., -\r1ee 1a '-rope to 
offer a elallu ooat:rt'ba\loa \o peaoe ...a oooaoalo 
well-be1ag; tlt.at 1aleee \heJ 4o an.tn U4 glYe euppor\ 
to Roll a proar .. aa4 • ...._.,, aa •-ldo oollapee 
1a ~~&rope wltlt.la 11 to a• aoane h tan1hble. 

"- ~aeea4or .... Ylrf 11\\le faz\ber ooa.eat , 
ezMp\ to apee la pr1ao1ple • all tlt.a\ I -• eaJUg 
abou\ \be .._ale el t.a\1011 aM tile 4eeln for peaoe. 

1e nn eaU that lt.h ...... .,._., reqaede4 h1a 
to ear to t111e pw1 ••• \ltd Ualr ltae ao parpo1e 
wb&\IYir \o OOOGpf 8p&D11h \1'1"1'1\0rf 1a &Df IYID\ aDd 
11 ODlJ OODOI'I'DH la tlt.a\ reepeo\ \o Ill \ltd a Co• 
an11\ go••.,._•, 4oee ao\ prna11 1a 9pa1a. Be thea 
a44e4 that h11 ,. .... .,.L ••' etroaclJ faYOred reooga1\1oa 
of bellt«erea\ r11bt• of Oeaeral rraaoo•• orgaa1ma\1on, 
ao\ rooopU1oa of \lie Fr&DOo orraahaUoa u a goYe'I'D­
... , u I\alf aad Oenaar ha4 reoogahl4 u. H11 
\hoorr Me.ocl to be \Ita' rooop1Uoa of belUpreDOJ 
bf all \lt.e aaUou YOul4 olar1ff u4 ""' \o 101 .... 
\be pnMa\ t..ponaa\ 41rtereaoel relau .... \o \lie 
1tpaa111t llft&Uoa. Be e.plluh:e4 \lie point u e\a\o4 
\Ita\ 1\alf ooa\t.e1 \o edllere \o \he aoD-1a\er .... a\1oa 

p .. t 
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pao\ &lOIIC wUb \be other 36 goftrDaeah dpatory to U . 
I \baake4 bla tor the latoraatloa &ad ez~reeee4 \he bope 
tbat the latereete4 aatloaa la Europe would tlad waya 
t o ooapoee awery dlttereaoe; \b&t, ae lndloated, \ble 
ooua\ry bu a r at ber de tlalte &ad latlezlble neutrality 
aot, aAd t bat, ot oourae, wl tb Ollr Yarle\y ot popula­
Uoa eo.e people a\ all Uaee are ur~ ua t o hke 
etepa; tbat aa\urallJ we baYe beea ae.aalag that aone 
ot tbe -any gowera.eate lateree\e4 wlll be dlapoeed t o 
ladulp lA euob ottlohl utteranou or ao\e u would 
r a lee the quuUoa ot pl aolac U lA operation. file 
Aabuaador aal4, 1 1 obearwe tbat you are DOt operating 
\be 18bezgo prowleloaa' , t o wblob I repl ied that tbia 
h upoa tlae ua1111pUoa, u jua\ a\ated, \ bat no o\ber 
gowera.eat rill engage in euob ottiolal acta a• would 
agsrawate or ooaplioa\e tbe aitua\ion any tur\ber ln 
eo tar u 1\ ~4 relate t o our aeutra1Uy l aw. 

ne Aabuaa4or aade DO turtber oa.en\ on tble 
parUaulez plaa... Be tben proo .. 4e4 to ••J tbat bh 
gowe,._t -14 be fiezlble 1a lh a\\1\ude ln ooa­
tereaoe with other gowe~n\e, aa4 that it wu the 
purpoH Of ble goftrDaeD\ 1 while COlae U far 1a 

deal lac 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

- 14-

4eal1Dg with & g1 ... p-..e ae wae de ... 4 a.oeeaary or 
e4Y11&bla, to atop abort of aot1oa wblob •1«ht be 
oaloulate4 to proyote Yloleaoa or hoatll 1ty with aaothlr 
oo-try or -trtea. 

C. B. 

8 OB : IR 
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Jl)' 4ear Kr, Preli<lent: 

OEP~RTMENT OF 8T~TE 
WA8HINOTON 

July 7 , 1937 

I reoeh'e<l thh morning a pereonal letter from 

Blll Phill1pe dah<l June 33 1n which he ea7e thet he 1e 
oona1<lerably worr1e<l beoauee of the long <lelay which 

hae elapee<l 1n your aen<llng a reply to Kue10lin1' • 
letter to you of IoTnber 19, 1936, Be eaye that 'Thie 
long <lelay 1• really unfortunate•, an<l expreeaee the 
belief thet it woul<l be nry helpful if you aaw fU to 
een<l a reply in the near future, 

I re .. &ber that you epoke to me eome weeke ago 

about thh matter an<l 1n<l1cate<l that you were then pre­
paring to <lraft a replf. 

It say be that beoauee of reoent <leTelopaente rou 
have thought it better to wait a while longer before 
aen<ling your answer, but in TiBW of the oonoern whioh 
Bill Ph1111pe expreeee<l, I thought I ha<l better bring 
hie requeet pereon&lly to your attention. 

Deline u 

!he Preei<l&t, 

!he lhite Bouee. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In repl:r refer to 
D 885D.Ol/3'78 

lly clear llr. lleint:rre: 

February 9, 1938 

In a ooordanoe with the Preeident 1 a memorandu. of 
January 31, 1938, I aa returning the letter of Janu­
ary 15 addreaaed to the Prea14ent by Dr. W. 0. llartin 
on beha1f of &JIPerOr Ha1le 8elaea1e of Ethiopia. 

The Department hal inetruoted the &mbaaay at 
London t o aate appropr1 

llart1n ' a oommun1oat1on. 

&noloeure: 

r roa Dr. lfarUn, 
Januar:r 15, 1938. 

'lhe Bonoral)le 

lfarvi n H. llolntyre, 

a ot nowledgaent of Dr. 

Secretary to the Preeidlnt, 

!he White Bouee. 
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Letter drafted 

\UUICI~';.,t U TO 

The Honorable 

Marvin H. Mcintyre. 

l-ION 
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5, PRINCE'S GATE , 

S. W. 7 . 

IMPE:RIAI.. e THIOPIAN LltOATION _ _,Jc-.anu.a.ryJo t 1193 8 ~ lONDON OiVt )iON OF 
CJ/A1JJ'I!f' • "')NS 

A'ID, t.<.~ •. IJ:, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, The White House, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to thank you heartily in the name of His Majesty The Emperor of Ethiopia and the Ethiopian People for your right and noble act in refusin& to recognize the unjust and ~recarioue occupat~on and pretended sovereignty of the King of Italy over the Ethiopian Empire . 

Such a firm stand for international right and j ustice on the part of t he Read of the great American People is a great encouragement for us and for all weak peoplee a nd a noble example to the world, and we have no doubt that perseverance in these vital moral principles by the great democracies will in the end overcome all difficulties a nd bring peace and security to the peoples of the world. 

,./ 

I have the honour to be, 

#ith the h ighest consideration , 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUR 
WA8HINOTON 

Aupet )1 , 19)8. c"' I 2 h I I SL 
II!IIORMOO'J lOR ml SIC!U:l'A!lY OP STAT£: 

Tile t ollowiJ>a c011u troa a JMrBOil 'IIIIo eotuall7 h .. ~ eoffewbat totlEate acoeaa to L'II .. Ol1Dl: 

•o. llay 29tll , lh .. eollal rocalYe4 o talagru r..... BlUer MJlD& tllo t Oil lloy 24tb !Ia bad lcto ... a4 Hanlelo 011~ oleo latemo~ (ot s.._..,, \hat tllay ahould loy low tor \he -••t to a ha Hl \lor \he aacooaoroJ \ lao or t .. .eeko \0 ooaplato b le 4e r•••• llno -­ot "Cllob \lse BUler would bo r .. dy to pruent on ul\l.aat\111 to 1'1'11aua. At tbu U &e \ be •rtna• or Clel'lle.DT, Au\rla ond Hunaery ...,uld bo r.ady to oct oo o caccartod wolt. Ooo l t .. or tho ultlRatua u.4ar conoldoretlon would be \be d laobore;e ot Baa .. bJ CaeabooloniLlo.• 
I ••r • lJ paoo \ bl o -.. to you. 'I'll a lntoraa­tloo woo oont ze oerly l D 1uiJ but oDly Juot roo cbad aa. h l o wor lll aoUag tbat t an ""kl tl'Ol> \ba oa4 ot lole.y brlae;o ua opprort.. tolJ to tbe early pert or Sopt oabor. 

r. o.R. 

FllR/dJ 
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k? ~~~·tf (' THE: COUNSELOR Of THE: DEPARTMENT Of STATE !\}Y"\l. WASHINGTON 

" 
September 22, 1938 . 

Dear Mr. President : 

A question has been r aised as to whether the request should be met of those who are interested to exempt from the payment of ouetoms duties a numb er of household furnishings that are being brought in. from Italy t o be used in a house that is being provided in Washington by or under the direction of the Vatican State . Assi s tant Secretary Gibbons of the Treasury tells me that be will feel justified in granting the request should the State Department indicate to him that it will be glad to see it granted as an act of international courtesy . SO far as I know, none of us here who have cons ider­ed the matter per ceive any objection to a note being written to Yr. Gibbons on which he may base an order exempting the articles, wnich I do not understand to be of any considerable value , from the payment of customs duties. When the matter was casually men­tioned in a conversation with the Secretary yester­day, he t hought it would be well for me to bring it to your attention, and therefore I am now doing this in the hope that you oan find time t o have someone t elephone me as t o whether or not you see any ob­jection. Mr. Gibbons would like to know as soon as possible what to do. 

The suggested action would not imply any recog­nation by our Government of the Vati can State. 

Yours very sincerely, 

The President, 

The lfbi te House . 
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Pres i dent Rooeevfl t t o t he Chief or the I talian Government 
(Museolini ) , Wa shington , December 7, 193~. 

(r e: poli tica l refugee~) 

Published in For e ign Relatione or t he United Sta tes , 193~. 
Volume I, General , pages ~5!-!5~ ---
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