


[{' (' DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
{ A WABHINGTON
e

WY >
. I February 16, 1939

»/ r'[tji pi% i
\
My dear Mr. President:
In responee to your memorandum of February €, 1839,
Mr. Welles and I agree that, in ae much as Mussolini's
letter was merely & reply to your letter, no further

messege to him is neceseary at this time.

Faithfully yours,
5

(voestctmal

The President,
The White House.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOHN

March 23, 1939

My dear Mr, Presldent:

I am sending you herewlth the memorandum
I dictated last night of the conversation you
had yesterday afternocon with the Itallan
Ambasssdor. I am only sorry that a stenographer
was not present. I wish it were possible for
me to reproduce with complete accuracy all
that you sald and the way 1n which you eaid 1t
because 1t was one of the most effective pre-
gentations I have ever heard, However, I
believe the memorandum I am sending you covers
the main pointe contained in your conversation.

a
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Believe me

althfully yours,

Enclosure.

The Fresldent,
The White House.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: March 22, 1939

SUBJECT:
PARTICIPANTS: The President; Don Ascanio del Principl Colonna,

Royal Italian Ambassador; Mr, Welles, Acting Secretary.
COPIES TO:

ars

After the President concluded his formal reception
of the Italian Ambassador this afternoon, he asked the
Ambassador to come into the Red Room with him in order
that they might have a personal conversation at which I
was present,

The President commenced the conversatlon by asking
the Ambassssdor if he had not met him before ln Parils
gince his face was familiar to him, and the Ambassador
replied that he had been in Parie at the beginning of
the Peace Conference as Becretary to S8ignor 8Sciasloja
who wae then Minlster for Foreign Affeiras,

The President sald he was particularly gled to
welcome the Ambassador to Washington.
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The President then continued by stating that the
Ambagsador, of course, had not yet been here long enough
to familiarize himself with conditions in the United
States but that he wanted him to realize that with the
complete liberty of the press which existed in this
country there was a great deal that was sald that did
not truly represent American publlic opinion. He said
he thought that often a false impression was created in
European countries as to the importance of press state-
menta or the utterances of publie offleials and the
Presldent referred specifically to a speech which might
be made by an individual senator and which might be re-
garded as important, for example, in Germany, but
which in reality in no sense reflected the bulk of
public opinion in the United States, The President
sald that the Ambassador should realize that in this
country of ours of 130 millions of people, there were
represented large elements which might in their origin
be Italian, or English, or German, but that the important
fact to remember was that the United States was in fact
united, with the ilmmenese majority of the people speaking
not only the same language, but sharing the same thoughts.
The President sald that at the present time the people
of the United States felt very deeply with regard to the
situation in Europe and that there was no question that
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if war broke out as a result of a policy of military
aggression on the part of one country or group of
countries ageinst non-aggressive European nations,

the sympathies of the American people would be over-
whelmingly with the latter, The President etated that
1t was not a question of an inslstence by this people
on the form of government which European pecples should
have, but on the contrary a deep-rooted oppositlon to
the carrying out on the part of any nation of a poliey
of military domination which Jeopardized the peace of
the world and, consequently, the vital interests of all
peace-loving pecplea, The President sald that in a
very real sense the question at issue was a morel
issue and that he believed that the influence of the
United States was effective not only because of the
slze of the United States and the number of its people
and not only because of ita capacity for turning out
manufactured goods and for the raw materials whiech it
could offer, but also because of the moral inf luence
which 1t represented.

The President then turned personally to the Ambas-
sador and sald that he knew well of the close connection
between the Ambassador's famlly and the Vatican and that
the same principles which were upheld by the Catholile
church and by the Fope were the principles which were
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upheld by the Government and the people of the United
Btates and that he believed that those prineciples would
be triumphant.

The President then stated that he bellieved that
I1 Puce had a very great opportunity presented to him
today to prevent the world from being thrown into war,
He sald that in the firet place there was no question
that the neutrality legislation in the United Btates
would be speedily amended and that should war break out
for the ressons he had previously indicated, the people
of the United Btates would certainly insist that such
asslstance as this country could render the countries
which were the object of aggression in Europe be rendered
to the fulleet extent possible, The President said that
Il Ducemust surely bear in mind the fact that Europe
could not contaln two overlords at the same time and
that if Hitler persisted in his present course he would
undoubtedly throw over Mussolinil at any moment that
seemed to him expedient, but from the larger standpolint,
the Presldent believed that if Mussolini were now to
delay forcing the i1ssue he would not only be counted
responsible for averting the outbreak of a European war,
but would slso have the opportunlity to galn any Just
concesslons which he belleved essentlal as the result
of discussionse which could readily take place around a
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councll table. The Presldent sald that he regretted
that he himself had not had the opportunity of personally
meeting and of talking with Mussolinl because he belleved
that such an opportunity for discussion between the two
might be useful and because he believed they would find
that they "epoke the same language". The President saild
that the people of the United States possessed only the
most friendly and kindliest feelings for the Italian
people a8 they had done over a perlod of many generations.
At this point the Ambassador inter)ected that the Itallan
people possessed exactly the same feeling for the people
of the United States. The President then continued by
saying that since this was the case, 1t was very much t©
be hoped that the United Btates would not find i1tself
in a position where 1t had to feel unsympathetlec or
opposed to the position which might be assumed by Italy.
The President reiterated that Mussolinl had a great
opportunity by holding off until such time as & reason-
able adjustment of the concessions to which he felt
Italy was entitled could be worked out through confer-
ence and discussion to avert a European conflagratlion
which would only prove dlsastrous to Italy herselfl as
well a8 to the other powers involved,

The President said that he did not have in mind

any great conference such as that of Versallles or of
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Vienna, but discussions smong a limited number of people,
and that while he himeelf, the Fresident, would not take
the initiative because he did not desire to have it
thought by the European powers that the United States
was "butting into Europesn affairs", he did feel that
Mussolini himeelf should take the initiative., The Pres-
ident stated that if Mussolini took the initiative in
the manner he proposed he could be sure that he himeelf,
the Preeldent, would lend hie support to the finding of
a reasonable solution in every poselble manner,

The Ambmssador inaguired whether the President
would not put this message in writing, The President
replied that he thought it was very much easier to
explain the thoughte that he had orally to Mussolini'se
representative in Washington as he had done, but that
the Ambassador was, of course, at entire liberty to
inform Mussolinl ilmmedlately of hie conversstion with
the Preeident.

The attitude of the Ambassador changed completely
during the course of his conversation with the Presi-
dent, It was perfectly evident from watching his face
that he sympathized completely with the suggestions made
by the President.

The President concluded the conversation by saying
that 1f at any time the Ambassador recelved a personal
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message for the Presldent from Mussolini he had only

to let me know and I would inform the President accord-

ingly.

U:8W:IJ
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DEPARTIENT OF STATE
Washington

Jnuvary 19, 1956

Dear Mr, EKahn:

ith regard to our previous correspondence on memo-
randa by Under Secretary of State Sumner Welles of conver—
sations betwean President Roosevelt and the Italian Ambas—
sador on March 23, 1939, and YMay 2, 1940, I can new report
that having just received clearance from the appropriate
arca office of the Department of State, we will proceed to
publish the documents in "Foreign Relations", 1939 and 1940.
You may assume that the declsion to publish and clearance
to do so are the equivalent of declassificaticn.

Sincerely yours,

Sgd- E. R+ Perkdns
E. R, Peridns
Chief, Foreign Relations Eranch
Historical Division

Mr. Herman Kahn, Director,
The Franklin D. Rocsewelt ILibrery,
}Wdﬂ M; Hew York.
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