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\ THE UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 18, 1939

My dear Mr. President:

I received this morning two personal
letters from Joe Kennedy and Arthur Lane, our
Minister in Belgrade, dated April 5 and
March 31, I am sending coples of these let-
ters to you because I belleve the information
contained in them will be of interest to you.
I imagine that Joe Kennedy has already written
you the substance of what he has sent me in
his letter, but I wanted nevertheless, to be
quite sure that the facts mentioned in his
letter were brought to your attention.

Belleve me

F ully yours,

The President,
The White House,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

London, April 5, 1939

Fersonal and

Dear Sumner,

I had a couple of talks with the Holy Father--one
at rather great length, both as toc conditione in the
United States and conditions in Europe. I would say he
is far from having any political prejudices, except a
subconscious prejudice that has arisen from his belief
that the tendency of Naziiem and Fasciem is pro-pagan
and, as pro-pagan, they strike at the roots of religion,
Besides having great prestige in countries like Great
Britain and the United States, hie influence in Italy
is probably stronger than that of any Pope for the last
100 years,

Incidentally, it mey interest you to know that,
when I notified Halifax I had been designated as Dele-
gate representing the President, although they were
golng to make the present Minister at the Vatican Ambas-
sador Extraordinary for the Coronation, they decided to
follow the example set by the President and send Norfolk
a8 Special Delegate, and when I left they were getting
the King to approve of the idea. I told this to His
Holinese and 1t pleased him no end to think that the
actlon of the President was also reaponeible for the
extra action by Oreat Britaln, The Italians had decided
not to send a representative until they heard that
Norfolk and I were going and then they notified the
Vatican that Ciano would go, 8o, it 1s another instance,
even in church circles, of how far the influence of the
President can be made to work,

I don't believe that 1t is very practical to
imagine that the Pope could stop Mussolini from fight-
ing a war which he had persuaded the people was for
the glory of Italy, but I am definitely of the opinion
that the influence of the Pope could be utilized for

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington,
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the cause of peace in ways under the surface rather than
in a big gesture.

As I cabled you, I had a very interesting talk with
Mussolini's daughter and I would like very much to
follow 1t up, ae well as my acquaintance with Ciano, not
because I think I could get more information that Bill
Fhillips, but because I would try to get, sooner or
later, in the confidence of some of the top-side fellows.
I also intend to keep my contacts close to the Vatican,
All with the view of watching the moves very carefully
and with the hope that there might possibly be a spot
for the Presldent to do the big Job - peace for the world.
I am keeping in close contact with Rossini, the Minister
of Agriculture and as I develop this, I will keep you
informed,

Sincerely yours,

JOE
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LEGATION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Belgrade, March 31, 1939

SERIOTLY CORFIDERTIAL—

My dear Mr, Welles:

In recent telegrams I have reported the loecal re-
action towarde an apparent change in Italian policy as
was evidenced by Mussolinl's speech of March 26th, in
which he referred to joint Italian and Slav interests
in the Adriatic,

When I saw Prince Paul on March 27th, he emphasized
the significance of Mussolini's remarks and said that,
in hie opinion, he considers them most important not
only for Yugoslavia but for all of Europe as well, On
the following day the Apostolic Nunecio, Monsignor Ettore
Felicl, who I consider to be one of the best informed of
all of my colleagues because of his previous elght years
of service here as Secretary of the Nunciature, his per-
fect command of the Serbian language, and hie contacts
wlth popular opinion in the country through the Roman
Catholic Clergy, said to me that Mussolini's reference
to the Adriatic 1s of great importance in showing that
Mussolinl gives warning to Hitler to keep out of that
&talian sphere of influence, The Presidents of the Skup-
8ting and the Senate, Dr, Milan Simonvié and Dr, Anton
KoroSec, respectively, expressed similar opinione in
subsequent conversations with me,

The Itallan Mjnister, Mr, Mario Indelli, in discuss-
ing the Croatian question with me on March 234 eald that
it would be a very dangerous thing, both for Yugoslavia
and for Italy, were Yugoslavia to be divided into two
provinces, one Croatian and one Serbian. He added sig-
nificantly that he was not speaking as representative
of the axis but as representative of Italy.

Last aveninsatha Firet Secretary of the Italian
Legation Signor Gastone Guidotti, sald to me that Italy
would foreibly reeist any German attempt to eontrol
Croatia and thus obtain access to the Adriatic Coast.

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Department of State,
Washington,
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In the course of the conversation, he referred to
Ambassador Fhillips as beilng a career ambassador in
Rome end inquired whether we had ever sent a career
ambassador to London. I replied in the negative and
sald that the policy had invariably been to send to
London a person closely conversant with the Presi-
dent's thoughts, Mr, Guidottli eald that there is

only one Italian political ambassador, Mr, Grandi in
London, and that it would be uselese to have ambassa-
dors familiar with their President's--the Duce's--
thoughts, for nobody knew them, He likewlse referred
to the growing discontent in Italy against the present
regime and sald with bitternese that the people were
no longer afrald to talk against Mussolini as 1t
would be impossible to find space in Italian Jalle for
the whole nation.

The Italian Consul General at LJjubl jana, Signor
Agostino Guerrini Maraldi, who 18 married to an Ameri-
can, was likewise outspoken with me in a conversation
on March 19th in speaking of the Rome-Berlin axis., He
gald, commenting upon Hitler's annexation of Czecho-
slovakia, that at last Hitler had taken the mask off
hie face and shown that what he really desired was not
self-determination of peoples but imperialism, He
indicated that any German move toward Croatia would be
of great danger to Italy and to the peace of Europe as
well.

Because of the danger involved to the persons who
have talked so freely, I have not wished to report the
detalls of my conversatione in telegrams, On the other
hand, I feel it is important for you to know that my
reporte have been based on something more concrete than
hearsay or gossip, In my opinion these remarks are
glgnificant in showing the divislon of the axis and an
increasing possibility of further schism should German
penetration in Yugoslavia continue, Yugoslavia indeed
appears to me to be the point where the axis interests
definitely clash, because of the Adriatic and because
of Yugoslavia being the entrance to the Balkans,

Believe me, with kindest regards,
Very sincerely yours,
ARTHUR BLISS LANE



Personel and Paris, May 4, 1939,

Deer lMr. President:

Otto of Hapsburg came to see me again this
morning. He had lots of information which eppeared
to be relieble.

The most lurid bit which I pess to you for your
nrivate ear only, since he pPledged me tn-seerecy, is
the following:

On the morning when Mussolini decided to meke
war on Albania, he called on the King to inform him
that in spite of his promises to the Albenien GCovern-
ment and in spite of his éssurances to England, he
intended to take over Albanie by force.

The King steted to Mussolini thet he would not
be a party to such an action which would bring dishonor
to his name. He would resign et once in favor of the

Prince

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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Prince of Piedmont. Mussolini then steted that in
case the King should resign, the Fascist OGrand Council
would not permit the Prince of Piedmont to accede
to the Throne, but would choose the Duke of Aosta.

Marshal Bedoglio was then drawn into the con-
versation. He supported the King end stated that
if Mussolini should attempt to have the Duke of Aoste
take the Throne in place of the Prince of Piedmont,
the Army would support the Prince of Piedmont. The
conversation was excessively stormy and it wes finally
decided to call in the Prince of Piedmont.

The Prince persuaded his fether not to abdicete.

Otto expressed the opinion thet Badoglio, Balbo,
the Army officers and the Royal House would socon see
to it that Mussolini should meet an early death. The
King would abdicate, the Prince of Piedmont would
succeed him, and would issue & new constitution which
would be somewhat similer to the present Serbian con-
stitution. The chief men in the new regime would be
Grandi and Balbo.

Fram the details given by Otto, I am inclined to
believe thut there was a very stormy scene between the

King
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King and Mussolini, but I am naturelly inclined to
doubt that Mussolini will shortly be translated into
another sphere.

Good luck.

Yours affectionately,

Ll

William C. Bullitt.
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Memo to Watson
From Summer Welles
July 19, 1939

Two conf despatches from Biddle

Fo=1080, dated June 7, 1930 concernlug
officlal Polish reports on Italo-German
relations; -

No~1126, dated June 26, 1939 concerning
the propaganda carpalgns conducted by the
German, Japanese, and Itallan Brnbassies
in Warsaw.

see=rPoland f lder-Drawer 1-1539



Rome, August 25, 193§.

Dear Mr. President,

Having just returned on the night train from
delivering your message to the King at Sant'Anna di
Valdieri, I am sending you & line to give you a brief
description of the event.

As soon as the message was deciphered on Wednesday
evening, I went at once to see Clano and told him of
my instructions and asked him to arrange an audience
for me., I thought it wise, in the ecireumstances, to
read him the message in order that he could not accuse
us of deliberately going over the head of the Duce.

At the same time I polinted out that the message was
solely for the sovereign and that I could not leave
a copy of it with him. He replied that 1t would perhaps
take two or three days to arrange for me to be received

inasmuch as the King was not in Rome and was in fact

The President, at
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



at his fishing camp in the wilds of northern Italy.
I said that in that case I would take the might trainm
to Turin and wait until I received a summons from the
Eing's household. Cilano said that my request was a
most unusual one and that this was the first time that
a Chief of Mission had asked for an audience with the
soverelgn "on a political matter". However, he excused
himself for & moment in order to speak with Mussolini
over the phone, and in four or five minutes returned
smilingly saying that the audience would be arranged at
once. I expressed my appreciation, and after my return
to the Embassy he called me on the phone to say that he
had succeeded in getting in touch with the Eing and
that I would be received at two o'clock on the follow-
ing afternoon.

Accordingly, accompanied by my Third Secretary,
I left on the eleven p.m. traim for Turin and arrived
the following morning shortly before ten o'clock. The
fishing camp proved to be one and three-guarters hours
motor drive from Turin. It lies in a wild and rugged
valley and on the edge of what is sald to be a famous
trout stream. The camp consists of a group of small

frame houses of the simplest type. In aspite of a
drizzle,



drizzle, I found the King walting for me in front of

a small square frame house, which he sald was his only
sitting-room. We went inside and I informed him that

I had an oral message to him from you, which I believed
had been sent by you direct from your ship off the

coast of New England while you were on your way to
Weshington. I then read the message and left with

him the Alde Memoire. The King speaks and understands
English perfectly, and he grasped readily every point.
At the coneclusion he asked me to express hils cordial
thanks to you and to say that he would at once transmit
the message to his Government. More than that, he said,
he could not say because he was limited by his constitu-
tional authority. I emphasized that your appeal was in-
tended to be of help to the Itallan Government at this
moment, that we believed his Government had been doing
their best to prevent a cataclysm, but that the Salzburg
conversations between Ciano, Hitler, and Von Ribbentrop
had not been successful in this respect. I said I hoped
that the President's message would provide his Government
with the means of further action with Hitler. I emphasized

the word "help”, and the King repeated it after me so
that



that I know he got it. He remarked that no one in
Italy desired war, and he repeated "no one", and I
interpreted this as including Mussolinl and members
of the Government.

While it was pathetic to find the EKing 2t this
eritical moment intent on trout fishing and apparently
almost completely isolated, his absence from Rome may
be a sign that the Italian Government has decided not
to embark on war at the present time. That, I admit,
is an optimistic way of looking at things as they are
today, when we are in a state of partial mobilization.

My interview lasted about half an hour and I came
away with the impression that the King was not as
worried as most everyone else by passing events, Is
this a good sign, or is & merely a sign of old age
creeping on and the fact that he is being kept complete-
ly out of the picture? There is a good deal of guess-
ing to be done in this connection.

He was certainly most cordial and friendly, and
said that I was the only American Ambassador except
Henry White to have visited his cemp, and he apologized

many times for the weather, which was exceedingly bad,
and



and for bringing me on such a long journey.

It seems almost absurd to bother you with a
letter these days, for events are moving aatrapidlr
that this letter will certainly have no value when it
i3 received in the course of ten days or two weeks.

However, perhaps it may be of some slight interest to

you nevertheless. How helpless one seems these days

in the face of such appalling possibilities!

Ever inuurﬂﬁ:
V{Zmu e %



THE WHITE HOUSE
#  WASHINGTON

August 30, 1938 11}}

Respectfully referred to the State
Depertment for translation.

Attention: Mr., Summerlin.

EDWIN M. WATSCON
Secretary to the Fresident



TRANSLATION

THE WHITE HOUSE
TELEGRAlIL WASHINGTON

August 30, 1938

His Excellency
The President of the United S8tatea of America.

I am grateful to you for your interest. I have
immediately transmitted your message to my Government,
Ae is known to all, there has been done and there 1ia
being done by us whatever is possible to bring about a

peace with Justice,

VITTORIO EMANUELE
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TELEGRAM

@The White House
20WU.RA. 50-GLivt. 35§?ﬁ%?¥:?

SROSSOREREGGIA, August 30, 1939

S E., PRESIDENTE DEGLI STATI UNITI D AMERICA,

Vi sono grato per 1l vostro interessamento ho subito trasmesso
i1 vostro mesaaggid almio governo come E g‘tutti noto da nol
sl E fatto E sl sta facendo quanto E p:;;zbile per persegulre
una pace con glustizia,

Vittorio Emanuele,
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U Rome, Italy
Sept. 15th, 1939
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Dear Friend:
My return to Italy at this time was really Ood's

wish.

I found here a state of gre-t anxlety and phenom-
enal alarm, which increased day by day, and which 8 now been
transformed into painful reality and true panic. A perlod of
atrigtunt economy and hunger draws near all of us with great
strides.

The present situation is this:

1st. All funds oiroculating in the nation must re-
turn to the Covernment treasury every fifteen days with taxes.
Imagine, if you ocan, the individuels' economic dlsorder.

2nd. The problem of subslistence has become one of
great gravity and enormous worry. There is no gasoline and
the movement of sutomobiles is prohibited, as is also the
majority of transport vehicles; there ls no more coffee and
its sale is prohibited; there is also a lack of sugar. In
the regions where there 1s 8 r, it is sold only in grams;
there is also a lack of salt (which 1s produced here in sufficlen:
quantity); the use of meat has been restricted, and the small
amount of fish there is has risen enormously in price; simi-
larly, the prices of all foodstuffs have risen greatly, and it
is considered a erime (subject to great fines) tc hoard food
and to 11{ up supplies for the future. In brief, everything
and especlially food, will be pooled, so that no individual will
be able to obtein more than the portion aasigned him. If what
and individual wants is more on sale (often the case) the indivi-
dual will have to content himself with nothing and suffer hungzer.

In view of this situation, it is evident that we must
endure very sad times.

When I left Toronto, you told me that you would send
me a crate of apples from your property. I shall now tell
you with all frankness, that I would eat them almost with
devotion, because they were grown on the property of my best
Roved rrlund; however, instead of the apples, in view of the
¢iroumstances, I would be much more grateful if the crate
contained foodstuf®s to avold the necessity of my family
having to suffer days o hunger. You must not think of
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sending me expensive foods, or palatable delicacies,
I do not want you to spend much.

I shall clearly explain what I would like.

In Canada and certainly in the United States,
there are foods which are inexpensive (dried, cured meat,
canned meat, or pickled; fisih,(likewise dried, cured, canned
or plckled), etc. etc. As resgards fish, I believe there
is a great deal of it being a nroduct of the great lakes.

I repeat that I do not wish expensive foods (I 4o not
want you to spend much). If they are also simple foods,
it will be all the same to me.

FPlease pardon such frankness. It is really necessity
which has obliged me to ask this favor.

If you can send me what I want, you should send it
to me at Vatican City.

With expressions of deepest gratitude, I would ask
you to give my regards to your grandson James,

I am
Your affectionate servant and friend,

Enrico Cardinale Gasparri.

P.S.

Do not send either coffee or sugar, because those things
can be obtained in the Vatican, at least for the moment.
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TELEGRAM

@he ﬁﬂhﬂm House
18WUAB 26 Cable |Eh tm

Pisa Nov. 12, 1939

THE PRESIDENT:
RINGRAZIO VIVAMENTE VOSTRA ECCELLENZA PER IL MESSAGGIO

CHE HA VOLUTO DIRIGERMI E PER I GENTILI AUGURII CHE HO

MOLTO GRADITO.
VITTORIO EMANUELE.

2:00 p.m,



[Transl tion]

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

18WUAB 26 Cable Government
Pima, November 12, 1939,

The Presildent:

I thank Your Excellency cordially for the megsage
which you have been good enough to address to me and for
the kind wishes which I have greatly appreclated.

VITTORIO EMANUELE,

2:00 p.m,

b . A Lp o ;4 2 o
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- December 16, 1939.

To the Fresident at Hyde Park
From Steve Early

Summary of News reports
Re=Battleship Admiral Graf Spee

" Count Ciano's address before the Chamber of Fascist Corporations
in Rome on Dec 16th ete ete

See:Navy folder=Drawer 1-1939



FOR RELEASE: BUNDAY MORNING NEWSBFAFERS
December 24, 1838,

The Fresident made publle todsy & Christmas letter
sent to the Fope, as head of the Catholic Churoh, to
Dr, George A, Buttriock, the present Fresident of the
Federal Couneil of the Churches of Christ in Ameriloa,
as a Frotestant leader, and to Rabbi Cyrus Adler,
Fresident of the Jewiah Thecloglecal Seminary of Amerieca,
as a recognized leader of the Jewlsh faith.

In his letter to the Fope the Fresident indioated
his intention to send & representative of the Fresident
to Rome in order that parallel endeavors for peace and
the alleviation of suffering may be assisted, He an-
nounced that he had appointed Mr, Myron W, Taylor as
hies representative, to take up questlons arising out
of the abnormal world situation, It 18 understood
that Mr. Taylor will not esall for some weeks,

The President's letter to the Fope was transmitted
through Archbishop Spellman of New York, who, with

Mr. A. A, Berle, Jr., Assistant Seoretary of BState,
handed
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handed it to Arohbishop Cicognani, Apostolie Delegate
in Washington for delivery to the Fope. Archbishop
Bpellman lunched with Fresident Roosevelt yesterday
and returned to New York,

The President likewise requested Dr, Buttriock,
as Preesident of the Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ and Dr. Adler to visit him from time to time
to diescuss with him problems arising out of the world

aituation,
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The White House
M‘Eﬁm December 24, 1939

Myron Taylor telephoned. He sald:

For the President:

"I have been pursued by the newspapers Yesterday afternoon and
evening and today for some kind of a statement, I wanted to bring
that up to the attention of the Presldent: I have given them nothing
so far, If he thinks I should say something I jotted this down for
his correction.

""I am greatly honored in the appointment by President Roosevelt
a8 his personal representative to the Vatican, The prospects of
conference with the Holy Father, Pius X11, in the cause of world
peace and good will is most inspiring. No cause could find any one
of us more willing to serve to the utmost of hie ability. I am
doubly pleasedthat the opportunity comes through the figld of
religion, that great cornerstone, on which civilization and man's
dearest hope for the future has and must rest if human destiny 1is
to achieve its ultimate triumph over the forces of evil,"

" This next part I do not know whether it 1e advisable to use
or not:

"' I am emboldened to refer to his remarke made to me by His
Holiness in a personal conversation at my home in New York about
two years ago in effect that, in the daye sdon to come all the
foreces of religion would need to align themselves together against
& revival of paganism if our civilization were to be saved, How
true a prophesy that was, past world events will bring home to
every right-thinking man. It will lead each to the question, how
can I serve?

"" Our generation 1s too well rounded in the fundamental principles
of justice, charity, and brotherly love to even consider any evasion
of such a duty and, when the call comes, all will serve. My call
hes come. I seek to serve usefully. That we may succeed in our
efforts, 1s my Christmas prayer."

"This is for him (The President) to decide upon and if he
thinks I am wrong in referring to my conversation with Cardinal
Pacelll when he was here, we can leave that out, or he may think
1t best to say nothing at all to the Press,®

(Mr. Taylor awaits word at Rhinelander 4-3545, New York)

k/d/1201pm
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The President mmﬁu Ohristmas letter

y Test hae £ad navl

Sl o the Pope, ae head of the Catholio Church, to
Dr. George A, Buttrick, -semee : Preaident of the
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in Amerioa,
&8 & Protestant leader, and to Rabbi Cyrus Adler,

President of the Jewish Theologleal Seminery of America,

a

_-ungu-n"hadar of the Jewish failth,

In hia letter to the Pupa)the President indicated
hie intention to send a representetive of the President
to Rome in order that parallel endeavors for peace and
the alleviatlon of suffering may be asslsted, He an-
nounced that he had eppointed Mr. Myron f Taylor as
his representative, to teke up gquestions arising out
of the abnormel world eituation. Tt le understood
that Mr. Taylor will not sail for some weeks,

The President's letter to the Pope was transmitted
through Archbishop Spellmen of Hew York, who, with

Mr., &. A, Berle, Jr,, Assistant Becretary of State, ‘!‘thJ
© Wem——
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handed it to Archbishop Cloognani, Apostolio Delegete
in Washington for delivery to the Fope. Archblshop
Spellman lunched with President Roosevelt peatosdey -hﬂwj
and returned to New York,

The Fresldent iwesbse requssted Dr, Buttrick,

as President of the Fefleral Council of the Churches

of Christ and Dr, Adl

The
to discuse with hi

t2 vielt him from time to time
oblems arising out of the world

sltuation,

o Latter B Chas,
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"Your Helinees:

Bocause, at this Ohristmas Sime, the world is in
sorrow, 4% 1s esp2olally fitting that I send you a
wessage of greeting and of falith,

"The world has ereated for itself « oivilization
capable of glving to mankind seourlity and pesoe firmly
8ot in the foundations of religlous teachings. Yet,
though 1t has conquersd the sarth, the sea, and even
the air, oivilization today pssses Shrough war and travall,

1 take heart in remembering that in & siallar time,
Isaish firet prophesled the birth of Ohrist. Then,
several centuries before His soming, the eordition of the
world was not unlike that whioh we see Sodsy. Then, ag
now, &« conflagration had been set; and nctions walked
dangerously in the 1ight of the fires they had themselves
kindled., Put in that very moment a splritual rebirth was
nu-m.--mwm-uhhmhupumlﬂ
hummmnnuﬁ-ﬂnumum!m
1ing; mhnmmmmmumhnmw
the sword, There was promised a new age wherein through
renewed faith the upward progress of the human race would

beoone
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becons more seoure.

Again, during the several centuries whioch we refer
%o as the Dark Ages, the flame and sword of barbarians
Swept over Western olvilization) and, again, through a
rekindling of the inherent spiritual spark in mankind,
another rebirth brought back order and oulture and
religion.

I believe that the travall of today is a new form
of these old aonfliots. PBecause the tempo of all worldly
thinge has been so greatly ascelerated in these modern
days we oan hope that the period of darkness and destruc-
tion will be vastly shorter than in the olden times.

In their hearts men decline to sccept, for long, the
law of destruotion foreed upon them by wielders of brute
foree. Always they seek, msometimes in silenes, to find
again the falth without whish the welfars of nations and
the pesse of the world eannot be rebuilt.

I have the rare privilege of reading the letters and
eonfidences of thousands of humble people, living in seores
of different nati'ns. Their names are not known to history,
but their dally work and courage carry on tha 11fe of the
world. I know that these, and unnounted numwbers like them
in every country, are looking for a guiding lighs. Wwe
remenber that the Christaas Btar was Tirst sesen by shep-
herds in the hills, long before the leaders knew of the
Oreat Light which had entered the world.
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lﬂhhiﬂ:ﬁhﬂmmm-
mmut”.mmwwmhnm
I belleve that 1t is even now being buils, silently bus
mm.hmm-r-mmununm-t
heard, but whose common falth will #rite the final hietory
of our time, They know that unless there 1s bellef in
Some guiding principle and some trust in a divine plan,
nations are without light, and peoples perish, They know
ﬂihllﬂllﬂ“ﬂlﬁlﬂ“hﬂhﬂh“lﬂl
hﬂihpmnﬂmﬂhhhhmntm
were brothers Decause they were ohildren of God, They
belleve thet by His will ennities oan be healed; that in
Il-mmmmﬂulﬂlnm-.mﬂu-m
oan find grace in helping the weak.
| umnrurmwumw.ﬂm-wut
volees, Af they oan be heard, may yet tell of the rebuila-
ing of the world,

It 1s well that the world ahould think of this at
Christmas,

Becauce the people of this nation have come 0 a
mmtmutmmunm-mmnum
-1mm.mmmmtmtmmm-u
Seguent of humanity harme all the rest, Tyhey know that
mum—nsmumnmmmuxml

and
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mmmummmmmu
ovil be overcene.

In these present Boments, no spiritual leader, ne
ilrulnhm-nmmn-"uhﬂ.nh
terninate destruetion and buila anew, Yot the time for
that will curely come, '

It 1s, m..mmtmunm
mm-rmtmmmhmm. 1t is well
hﬂumnmmmuu-h“hnh
every part of the world -~ those in religlon and those in
government - who have a common purpose,

I am, therefore, suggesting to Y,ur Holiness that
unﬂdﬁnuwtuunmtmumhmw
personal representative in order that our parellel on-
m:-urmmmﬂ.lwhtl—ﬂm-uh
uﬂ%--ﬂ’

MMImm“mMWMiH
world peace on a surer foundation, it is of the utmost
mmumtwuummm:mm-
@hall have united expression,

m.mmtmwmuu-.m
problems of prastiesl lmport will face ues all. M11) lone
of people of all races, all nationalities and all religlons
wﬂmunahllﬂunh-htrlmuw

resstabl 1shment
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reestabl ishment of old homes. Here, too, common ideals
eall for parallel aotion,

I trust, therefore, that all of the churches of the
world shich believe in & common God will throw the great
welght of thelr influence into thias great cause,

To you, whom I have the privilege of calling a good
frieond and an old friend, I send my respectful greetings
at this Onrietmas Season,

”ﬂﬂ“‘-l’ Yours,

4
' (8igned)- Franklin D. Roosevelt

'Hye Holinese
Plus III. .
Rome, Italy



December £3, 1939

My dear Dr, Buttriok:

Because, at this Christmas time, the world is in
sorrow, it 1s especlally fitting that I send you & mes-
sage of greeting and of faith, Realizing the spiritual
kinghip of all who belleve in a common God, I have sent
& like greeting to the Pope as head of the Catholie
Church, and to RHabbi Cyrus Agler as an outstanding leader
of the Jewish faith,

The world has created for itself a civilization
capable of giving to mankind security and peace firmly
86t in the foundations of religilous teachings, Yet,
though 1t has conquered the earth, the gea, and even
the alr, olvilization today paeses through war and travail,

I take heart in remembering that in a similar time,
Isalah first prophesiled the birth of Christ, Then,
several centurles before His ocoming, the condition of the
world was not unllike that whioh we see today, Then, as
now, a4 eonflagration had been set; and nations walked
dangerously in the light of the fires they had themselves
kindled. But in that very moment a spiritual rebirth was
foreseen, - a new day which was to loose the captives and

to
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to consume the conguerors in the fire of their own kind-
ling; and those who had taken the sword were to perish by
the sword, There was promised a new age wherein through
renewed faith the upward progress of the human race would
become more secure,

Again, during the several centuries whiech we refer
to as the Dark Ages, the flame and eword of barbarians
swept over Western civilization; and, again, through a
rekindling of the inherent spiritual spark in mankind,
another rebirth brought back order and culture and religion,

I believe that the travall of today 1s a new form
of these old confliots., Beocause the tempo of all worldly
thinge has been so greatly accelerated in these modern
days we can hope that the perlod of darkness and destruc-
tion will be vastly shorter than in the olden tllu.-

In thelr hearts men decline to aoccept, for long, the
law of destruction forced upon them by wlelders of brute
force, Always they seek, sometimes in sllence, to find
again the falth without whiech the welfare of nations and
the peace of the world cannot be rebuilt.

1 have the rare privilege of reading the letters and
confidences of thousands of humble people, living in scores
of different nations, Their names are not known to history,
but thelr daily work and courage carry on the 1ife of the

world,
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world. I know that these, and uncounted numbers like them
in every country, are looking for a gulding 1lignt, We
remember that the Christmas Star was first seen by shep-
herds in the hills, long before the leaders knew of the
Great Light whioch had entered the world.

I believe that while statesmen are considering a
new order of things, the new order may well be at hand,

I believe that 1t 1s even now being buils, #ilently but
inevitably, in the hearts of masses whose volces are not
hpard, but whose common faith will write the final history
of our time, They know that unless there is bellef in
some gulding principle and some trust in a divine plan,
nations are without 1light, and peoples perish, They know
that the elvilization handed domn to us by our fathers was
built by men and women who knew in thelr hearts that all
were brothers because they were children of God. They
believe that by His will enmities can be healed; that in
His merey the weak can find deliverance, il the strong
can find grace in helping the weak,

In the grief and terror of the hour, these quiet
voices, 1f they can be heard, may yet tell of the rebuild-
ing of the worlad,

It 1s well that the world should think of this at

Christmas.
Because
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Because the people of this nation have come to a
realization that time and dlatance no longer exist in the
older sense, they understand that that which harms one
segment of humanity harms all the ru;. T,ey know that
only by friendly assoclatlon between the seekers of light
and the seekers of peace everywhere can the foroes of
evil be overcome.

In these present moments, no spiritual leader, no
¢ivil leader can move forward on a specifio plan to
tertiinate destructlon and bulld anew, Yet the time for
that will surely come,

It 1s, therefore, my thought that though no given
actlon or given time may now be prephesied, it 1s well
that we encourage a closer assoolation between those in
every part of the world - those in religion and those in
government - who have a common purpose,

I therefore suggest that 1t would give me great satis-
faction if you would, from time to time, come to wu;:.in.gtnn
to dlscuss the problems which all of us have on our minds,
in order that our parallel endeavors for peace and the
alleviation of suffering may be assisted,

When the time shall come for the reestablishment of
world peace on & surer foundation, it 1s of the utmost
importance to humanity and to religion that common ideals

shall have united expression,
Fyrthermore,
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Furthermore, when that happy day shall dawn, great
problems of practioal import will face us all. NMilliens
of people of all races, all nationalities and all religions
may seek new lives by migration to other lande or by
resstablishment of 0ld homes. Here, too, common ideals
eall for parallel aotion.

I truet, therefore, that all of the churohes of the
world whigh believe in a common God will throw the great
welght of their influence into this great oause.

To you, whom I have the privilege of salling a good
friend, I send my sinocere greetings at this Christmas
Season.

Cordlally yours,

(S8igned) Franklin D. Roosevelt

Dr. George A. Buttriek,
President, Federal Counsail of the
Chureches of Christ in Amerioca,
287 Fourth Avenue,
New York, New York.



Deoenmber 23, 1939

My dear Rabbi Adler:

Beoause, at thie Christmas time, the world is in
sorrow, it is especially fitting that I send you a
message of greeting and of faith, Realising the epiritual
kinship of all who believe in a common God, I have sent
a like greeting to the President of the Federal Couneil
of Churehes in Christ and to the Pope, as head of the
Oatholie Churoh. You will, perhape, permit me to send
thie message through you, as President of the Jewish
Theologioal Beminary of America, to all members of that
falth, among whose rabbie I have many friends.

The world has oreated for iteelf a oivilization
capable of giving to mankind seourity and peace firmly
set in the foundations of religious teachinge. Yet,
though 1t has conquered the earth, the sea, and even
the air, oiviligation today passes through war and
travail,

I take heart in remembering that in a similar time,
Isaiah first prophesied the birth of Christ. Then,
several centuries before His coming, the condition of

the
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the world was not unlike that which we see today. Then,

as now, a oconflagration had been set; and nations walked

dangerously in the light of the fires they had themselves
kindled. But in that very moment a spiritual rebirth was
foreseen, - a new day which wae to loose the captives and
to consume the conquerors in the fire of their own kind-

ling; and those who had taken the sword were to perish by
the eword. There was promised a new age where in through
renewved faith the upward progress of the human race would
become more seocure.

Again, during the several ocenturies whioh we refer
to as the Dark Ages, the flame and sword of barbarians
swept over Western olvilization; ani, agein, through a
rekindling of the inherent spiritual spark in mankind,
another rebirth brought back order and oulture and religion.

I believe that the travall of today is a new form
of these o0ld confliots. Because the tempo of all worldly
things has been so greatly aceelerated in these modern
days we oan hope that the perlod of darkneses and destruo-
tion will be vastly shorter than in the oclden times.

In their hearts men deoline to acoept, for long, the
law of destruotion foroed upon them by wlelders of brute
foroe. Always they seek, sometimes in silence, to find
again the faith without which the welfare of nationa and

the peace of the world cannot be rebuilt.
g I



-3

I have the rare privilege of reading the letters and
eonfidences of thousands of humble people, living in scores
of different nations. Their names are not known to history,
but their daily work and eourage oarry on the life of the
world. I know that these, and uncounted numbers like them
in every country, are looking for a gulding light. We
remenber that the Christmas Star was first seen by shep-
herds in the hills, long before the leaders knew of the
Great Light whioh had entered the world.

I believe that while statesmen are coneldering a
new order of things, the new order may well be at hand.

I believe that it is even now being built, silently but
inevitably, in the hearts of masses whose voloes are not
heard, but whose common faith will write the final history
of our time. They know that unlees there is belief in
some gulding principle and some trust in a divine plan,
nations are without light, and peoples perish, They know
that the eivilization handed down to us by our fathers was
built by men and women who knew in their hearts that all
were brothers because they were children of God. They
bellieve that by His will enmities ocan be healed; that in
Hie merey the weak ean find deliverance, and the strong
oan find grace in helping the weak,

In the grief and terror of the hour, these quiet

voloes,
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Yoloes, Af they ocan be heard, may yot tell of the rebuild-
ing of the world.

It 1s well that the world should think of this at
Christmas.

Beocause the people of this nation have ocome to a
realiszation that time and distance no longer exiet in the
older sense, they understand that that whioh harme one
segment of humanity harms all the rest. They know that
only by friendly assoclation between the seekers of light
and the seekers of peace everywhere oan the forces of
evil be overcome,

In these present moments, no spiritual leader, no
oivil leader can move forward on a speoific plan to
terminate destruotion and build anew. Yet the time for
that will surely come.

It 1s, therefore, my thought that though no given
action or given time may now be prophesied, it is well
that we encourage a closer sssoolation between those in
every part of the world - those in religion and those in
government - who have a common purpose.

I, therefore, suggest that 1t would glve me great
satisfaotion Af you would from time to time some to
Washington to disoues the problem which all of us have
on our minde, in order that our pargllel endeavors for
peace and the alleviation of suffering may be assisted.

When
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When the time shall come for the reestablishment
of world peace on a surer foundation, it is of the ut-
most importance to humanity and to religion that common
ideals shall have united « pression.

Furthermore, when that happy day shall dawn, great
problems of practical import will face ue all. Millions

of people of all races, all nationalities and all religions

may seek new lives by migration to other lands or by
resatablishment of old homes. Here, too, common ideals
oall for parallel aotion.

I trust, therefore, that all of the churches of the
world which believe in a common God will throw the great
welght of their influence into this great cause.

To you, whom I have the privilege of ecalling a good
friend and an old friend, I send my eincere greetinge
at this Christmas Season.

Gerdially yours,

(81gned) Franklin D. Roosevelt

Rabbl Cyrus Adler,
President, Jewish Theologloal
Seminary of Amerioca,
Broadway and 1234 Street,
New York, New York.




Docember 23, 1939

| CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
I LD FOR RELEASE

HOLD POG GLEASE
HOTE: To bo held in the strictest of confidonce until published.

For publiestion in all editions of momming papura of
Sundsy, Decesber 24, 1939, Mo intimation, escerpt

or reference to thia announcesent is to be used by rodio
announcers bafore 7:00 P.M.; E.5.7.; toduay.

PLEASE SAFUGUARD AGAINST PREMATUHE ALLEASE.

STEPHEN EAHLY
Secretary to tho President

Tha Presidont announced todsy that he had sent o
Christmas letter to the Fope, as hecd of the Catholie Chureh,
to Dr. George A. Buttrick, Prosident of the Federal Council of
the Churches of Chirlist in America, £s a Protestant loader, and
to Rabbl Cyrus Adler, President of the Jewlsh Thoologienl
Seminary of America; a leader of the Jewish faith.

In hies letter to the Pope, the President indicated
ha intention to zend n representative of the President to
Home in order that porellel endeavors for peace and the al-
levintion of suffering may be sssisted. He announced that he
had appointed Mr. Myron C. Toylor as his representative, to
take up questions arising out of the sbnormal world situstion.
It is understood that Mr, Taylor will not sall for some weeks.

The Prosidunt's letter to the Pope was transmitted
through Archbishop Spellman of New York, who, with Mr. A. A.
Berle, Jr., Assistont Secretary of State, todny handed it to
Archbishop Cleogneni; Apostolic Delegate in Washington for
delivery to the Pope. Archbighop Spellmsn lunched with
President Hoosevelt todoy znd returned to New York.

The President;in his lotter to them, requested
Dr. Buttrick, ss President of the Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ and Dr. Adler to visit him from time to time to dic-
cugs with him the problems arising out of the world situationm.

The President's lettor to the Fope reads, in full, as
follows: :

"December 23, 1939
"four Holiness:

"Hecause, nt this Christmas time, the world is in
sorrow, it is especinlly fitting that I send you m message of
greeting and of faith.

"The world bas created for itself o civilization
copable of giving to mankind security and peace firmly
sot in the foundations of religlous temchings. Yat,
though i1t has conquered the earth, the ssn, and even the
air, civilization today passes through war and travail.

"I toke heart in resemboring that in a simdlar tise,

Isaish first prophesied the birth of Christ. Then, several
conturies bofore Hiz coming, the condition of the world
was not unlike that which we see today. Then, os now, &

tion had been set; und nations wolkea dangerously
in the light of the fires they had themselves kindled,
But in that very moment a spiritual rebirth wes foreseen, -
& new doy which wus to loosa the captives snd to
congume the congquercrs in tho fire of thelr own kindling;
nnd those who had taken the sword worw to parish by the
sword. Thera was promised a new age whersin through
renewed fuith the upward progress of the lumen roce would

C— —



become more mecurs.

*Again, during the several conturios which we rafer
to as the Dark Ages, the flame and sword of barbariang
swept over Western eivilization; ard, again, through a
rekindling of the isherant spiritual spark in mankind,
anothar rebirth brought bmek order and culture and
religion.

"I ballove that the travall of today is & new form
of these old conflicts. Becauss the tempo of all worldly
things has boen so greatly nccolerated in thoss modern
days we can hope that the period of darimess and destrus-
tion will be vastly shorter than in the olden times.

"In their hearts men decline to agoept, #r long. the
law of destruction forced upon thom by wieldars of brute
fores. Alwaye thoy gosk, someti=es in silence, to find
agnin the falth without which the welfare of nations and
the peace of the world cannat be rebuilt,

"I have tha rarae privilege of reading the lettars and
confidences of thousands of humbls people, living in seores
of different natlons, Their names are not known to history,
but their dally work and courage earry on the 1life of the
world. I know that these, asd uncounted nugbers like tham
in every country, are locking for a gulding light. We
remezber that the Christzas Star was first sean by shep-
hards in the hills, long bafors the loadars knew of the
Great Light which had entered the world,

"l believe that while statesmen are conpsldaring a
now order of thinga, the new order may well be at hand,
I beliove that it is even now being built, gilently Put
inevitably, in the hearts of masses whose voloss ore nat
heard, but whose common falth will writo the final history
of our timas, They know that unlose there ia balief in
some gulding principle and mome trust in a divine plan,
natione are without light, and peoples perish. Thay know
that the civilization handed down to us by our fathers was
built by mon and women who knew in their hoarts that all
wors brothars because they were children of God, Thay
bolieve that by BEie will enmities can ba healead:; that in
His marcy the weak can find delivernnce, and the strong
ean find grace in helping the weak,

"In the grief and terror of ths hour, those quist
voloos, if they can be heard, may yet tell of the robulld-
ing of the world,

"It is well that the world ghould think of thig at
Christmna.

"Because the pecple of this nation hove come to a
roealization that time and distance no longer exist in the
oldsr sense, they understand that that which harzs one
sogment of humanity harms all the rest. They know that
enly by friendly nesoclatinn botwesn the seakars of light
and the ssekors of pemco overywhsro can the forcas of
evil be overcoms.

"In these present moments, no spiritual leadsr, no .
elvil leader can move forward on a specific plan to
torsinate destruction and build anew, Yat the time for
that will surely come.

"It is, therefors, my thought that though no glven
action or given time may now be propheaiad, it is wall
that we encour o cloger asscclation between those in
overy part of the world - those in religlon and those in

government - who have a common purpose.

"1 am, therefore, suggesting to Your Holiness that
1t would give mo great satisfactlon to send to you my
peroonal representative in order that our parallel en-
deavors for peace and the alleviatlon of suffering may be
naslated, .




"ihon the time shall come for the recstablishment of
world pesoe on o surer foundation, it is of the utmost
importance to humanity and to religion that common ideals
shall have united expression.

"Furthermore, when that happy day shall dewn, great
problems of practisal import will face us alls Millioma of
people of mll races, all nationalities and all roligions
may seck new lives by migration to other lands or by
reestablishment of old homes, Hera, too, common ideals
eall for parallel sotion,

"I trust, therofore, that ull of the churches of the
world which belleve in & co=son God will throw the groat
woight of their influcnce imto this great couses

"ro you, whom I have tho privilego of calling o good
friond sand an old friond, I sond my rospostful greetinga
ot this Christmas Socson.

"Cordinlly youra,

"FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

His Holinoss
Pius XII,
Romo, Italy."

The Prosident's lotter to Drs Buttriok reads, in
full, ns follows,

"Docomber 23, 1039
"My door Dr. Buttrick:

"Booouse, ot this Christmas time, tho world is in
sorrow, it is ospecielly fitting thot I sond you n mossage
of greeting and of faith. Roalising tho spiritual kinship
of cll who beliove in o commonm God, I have sent o liko
grooting to tho Pope s head of tho Catholic Church,
and to Rabbl Cyrus Adler os an cutstanding leador of the
Jowish faith,

"The world hos orested for itself o civilizatiom
capable of giving to mankind security and pecce firmly
get in the foundations of religlous toachings. Yet,
though it hee conguered the ecrth, tho sea, and evon
the air, eivilization today passes through war ond trovail,

"I toke heart in remembering that in & similar time,
Isaioh first prophesied the birth of Christ. Then,
sevoral conturics before His coming, tho condition of the |
world was not unlike thot which wo soo todays Then, oe |
now, o conflogration had been set; ond netions wolkod
dangorously in the lipht of the fires thoy hod thomsolves
kindlode But in that very moment o spiritual robirth was
foroseon, = n now doy which wos to loose the coptives and
te consumo the comguerors in the fire of their own kindling;
ond these who had tokon the sword wero to perish by the sword.
Thers wos promised o new age whorein through ronewed faith the |
upward progross of the human race would bocoms moro Scouras

"Agsin, during the several conturios which we rofor
to as tho Dork Ages, the flomo and sword of barburiuns swept
over Wostorn eivilisatlon; and, sgain, through o rekindling of
the inhorent epiritusl spark in monkind, anothor rebirth brought
bock ordor ond eulturs and roligion.

old conflicts. Becouse the tompo of ull worldly things has been se
groutly ascoleratod in theso modern deys we con hopo that the
period of duariness und destrustion will be vaetly shortor than

in tho oldon timoo,

"I boliove that the travail of today is a new form of those "

i
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*In thair hourts ser decline to sccept; for loap, the
Lun of destraction forced un thes by wlelders of brute
foree. Alisye they seek, conatlses in silence; to find

ngsln the foith vithout wiich the wellure of natlons and

the sence of the world ounnot be rebuilt.

"I huve the rure srivilege of reading the letters and
gonfidences of thousands of husble pe-ple, Living in seores
of Jifferent nations. Thelr oanes are not known to hietory,
nut their daily worh and coursge carry on the life of the
vortd. 1 ¥now that these, and uncounted nuabers like thea
in every country, are looking for & gulding light. We
renembar thet the Christmss Star was first seen by shep-
serds in the hille, long belfore the leuderc «nes of the
Grest Light which hud entered the world.

"] belleve thit wnile stuteanen ure cansidering e
new opder of thinga, the new opder may well be at hand,
I bellave thet it e oven now beinye bullt, silently but
inevitably, in the hearis of sefuen shose volces are not
deerd;, but vhose comsmon fuith will write the flnul history
of our time. They know thut onlegs there is beljel in
pcms puidlag arisciale ang some trust in o divine plan,
nations are without Llight, and pecales perish. They kmow
thist the elvillzution hunded down Lo ar by sur {athera sus
bullt by sen and romen who tnew in thelr oeurts that all
sere brothers becuuss thay were children ol God. They
believe thut Yy Hie =iil ennities cun be healed; that in
Hia sercy tho week cun fiad deliverunce, wnd tos strong
can [ind grice lu aelping the weak.

*In the griel snd terror of the hour, these (ulet
voless, if they ean be heurd, may yet tell of the rebulld-
ing of the world.

"It in mell thut the korld should tnink of this at
Christmas.

"Becuuse the seople of toles aation huve cone to &
renlizetion thut tlse znd distance no longer exist in the
olier aense, they underdtind that that wilch hurms one
pegoent of humenlty harms all the rest. They know that
only bty friendly wasocistion bewreen the seekers of light
and thn peukers of seuce evorywhero can thoe forces of
evil be overcomo.

"In these sresent momente, no splritual leader, mo
eivil Loader can move forward on a specific plan to
torminute destructlon mnd bulld wnew. Yet the tims for
thut will surely come.

"It ia, therefore, my thought that though no given
wetion or given time muy now be propheosled, it 1 well
that we encourage a closer awsgocletion betmean those in
every oart of the vorld —- thoee in religion «nd those in
government -- sho have & conson Wro0o.

"I thersfore sugrest tact it would glve ae great putis-
fuetlon A you would, frus time to time, come to Bushington
to diecups the jrobleas wileh ali of 2s bave on our ainds,
in order that our xrullel endesvorz for seace and the
alleviation of suffering say be casivted.

"hhen the time shell come for the reestublishment of
sorld sewee on & surer founsation, it is of the utscet
importance to husanity wnd to religlon that cosmon i{deals
gshal'l have united expression.

"Furtheraore, when that bapy duy shall dawn, great
groblems of orectieal Imsort »ill fece us &ll. Millicns
of seoale of ull reces; uil natlenalities and sll religions
Muy sack new lives by migrution to otner Lsnds or by
recptablishaent of old hoses. Hers, too, comnon Lieals
oull for surallel wetlon.

i
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"I trust, therefors, that all of the churches of the
world which believe in & common God will throw the great
waight of their influsnce into this great causs,

"To you, whom I have the privilege of calling & good
:und » I send my sincers greetings at this Christmas -
a808.

"Cordially yours,
"Franklin D. Roosevelt

"Dr, George A. Buttrieck,
Presidant, Federsl Council of the
Churches of Christ in America,
257 Fourth Avenus,
New York, New York."

The President's letter to Rabbi Adler reada, in
full, as follows:

"Degember 23, 1939
"y dear Rabbl Adler:

"Bacause, at this Christmas time, the world is in
sorrow, it 18 especially fitting that I send you a
mapsuge of gresting and of fmith. Realizing the spiritual
icinship of all who believe in & common Ged, I have sent
8 1ike greeting to the President of the Federal Council
of Churches in Christ and to the Pops, s head of the
Qatholie Chureh. You will, perhaps, permit me to send
this messsge through you, ns President of the Jewlsh
Theological Seminary of America, to all members of that
faith, among whose rabbis I have many frienda.

"The world has created for itself a eclvilization
gapable of giving to menkind security and pemce firmly
gat in the foundations of religious teachings. Yet,
though it has conguered the earth, the ses, and even
the air, eivilization today passes through war and
travelil.

"] take hesart in remembering that in & similar time,
Isaiah first prophesied the birth of Christ. Then,
several oenturlies before His coming, the condition of
the world wes not unlike that which we aoe today. Then,
as now, a conflagration had been set; and nations walked
dangerously in the light of the fires they had themselves
kindlsd, But in that very moment & spiritual rebirth was
foreseen, — & new day which was to locse the captives and
to consume the conquercrs in the fire of thelir own kind-
ling; and those who had taken the mword were to perish by
the sword. There was promised a new age where in through
renewsd faith the upward progress of the human race would
bagome more Seoura,

"igain, during the several centuriss which we refer
to &3 the Dark Ages, the flame and sword of barbarians
gwapt over Western civilization; and, egain, through a
rekindling of the inherent spiritual spark in mankicd,
another rebirth brought back order and culture end religlon.

"7 pelieve that the travail of today is & new fomm
of these old conflicts. Because the tempo of all worldly
things has been so greatly acoelerated in these modern
days we can hope thut the peried of darkmess and destrue=
tion will be vastly shorter than in the olden times.

e =
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"In their hearts men decline to accept, for long, i+

the law of destruction forced upon them by wielders of brute
force, Always they seclk, sometimes in silence, to find
again the faith without which the welfare of nationa and
the peace of the world cannct be rebullt,

"I have the rare privilege of reading the letters
and confidences of thousands of humble people, living in
scores of different nations, Thelr names are not lmown to
history, but their daily work and courage carry on the life
of the world, I know that these, and uncounted muibers like
them in every country, are lociking for & gulding light. TWe
romamber that the Christmas Star was firat asen by shepherds
in the hills, long before the leadors knew of the Great Light
which had entered tho world,

oI balisve that while statesmen are considering a
now order of things, the now order may well be at hand.,
T believe that it is even now being built, silently but
inowitably, in the hearts of masscs whose voices are not
heard, but whose common faith will write the final history
of our time, Thay know that unless there is belief in
some guiding priaciple and some trust in a divine plan,
nations are without 1ight, and pooples perish. They know
that the eivilization handed down to us by our fathers was
built by men and women who knew in their hearts that all
were brothers because they were children of God. They
believe that by His will enmities can be healed; that in
His mercy the weak can find deliverance, and the strong
can find grace in helping the weak,

In the grief and terror of the hour, these guiet
volees, if they can be heard, may yot tell of the rebuild-
ing of the world.

nTt is woll that the world should think of this
at Christmas.

tacause the people of this nation have come to a
realization that time and distance no longer exist in the
older sense, they understand that that which hams one
segment of humanity harms all the rest. Thoy know that
enly by friendly association botween the acelers of light
and the seekers of peacc everywhore can the forces of evil
ba overcome,

MIn these presocnt moments, no spiritual leader, no
avil leador can move forward on a specific plen to tominate
destruction and build anew, Yet the time for that will
suraly como.

"It is, therefore, my thought that though no glven
action or given time may now be prophesied, it is well that
wo encourage & closer association botweon those in every
part of the world - those in ruligion and those in govarn—
mart - who hove & cOMMOn PUrposc,

#T, thorcfore, suggest that it would glve me great
satisfaction if you would from time to time come to ¥ash-
ington to discuss the problom which all of us have on cur
minds, in order that our parallel enduavors for peaco and
tha alleviation of sufforing may be assisted,

Mghen the time shall come for the recstablishment
of world peace on a suror foundation, it is of the utmost
importansc to humanity and to religicn that eormon ideals
sholl have united exprossion.

wPurthermore, when that happy doy shall dasm,
groat problems of practical import will faco us all,
Millions of people of all races, all naticnalitles and all
religions may seek new lives by mlgration to other landa
or by reestablishment of old homes, Here, toc, common
{deals call for parallel action.
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W trust, therefore, that all of the churches of
ths world which believe in & commen God will throw the
graat welght of thelr influence into this great cause,

7o you, whom I have the privilege of calling a
good friend and an old friend, I send my sincers grestings
at this Christmas Scason,

"Oordially yours,
WPFRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

Rabbi Cyrus Adler,
President, Jewish Theological
Serdnary of America,
Proadway and 123d Street,
Hew York, Hew York,"

(=)
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FOR THE PHESS IMMEDIATE RELEASE DECEMEER 26, 1038

The President hms received the followlng scknowledgmente to the
Christmas letters he sddressed to the Pope ms head of the Catholie Church,
to Dootor Gecrge A, Buttrick, President of the Federal Counsil of the
Churshes of Christ in Americe, ms & Protestant leader, ard to Habbl Cyrus
Adler, President of the Jewlsh Theologlosl Seminary of America, ne o leader
of the Jowish faith: =

e s Tl N TR T U et TESEY SN S SR NN N ERL R S

"How York, N. ¥.
“December 25, 1889

"The President:

“This telegram gratefully scknowledges your Christmas message
of hope and faith, We are glad that through your notion we have the publio
epportunity to extend our cordinl greetinps to His Helinoss, Tha Fope and
to Dr. Cyrus Adler and to all whom thay represent, We share your confidence
that men mnd women in every land have o basie faith in Ged and thereflors
in humsn brotherheood, and that even in the present chaos end darknoss they
ars proparing e bottor day. We Join you in the ppoyer that & lesting penoe
of justice nnd good will may soon bluse monkind, Your invitation to the
continued cpportunity of conforense is grotefully sccopted. Tho Federal
Council of the Churches of Christ in Americs plodges itself through you
to the people of Amorion cnd of every churoh and lond to seok under God n
world order in which unmcrited poverty cnd lurking fear and the threat of
wor shell be benishod. Apprecisting the locdorship indicoted in your telo=
grom, wo ossure you of our Christmne wishos and our preyers that God mey

guide you.
"GEQRGE A. BUTTRICK

"prosident of the Fodercl Counsil of
the Churches of Christ in Amerion.”

3339 Mnsacchusetts Avenue,
Wirshington, D. C.,
Docember 26, 1930

"Tho Most Reovs Frencis J. Spellmen; Ds D.,
Archbishop of New York,

462 Modison Awvern,

Hew York City, K. Y.

"Your Exoollenoy,

"His Eminence, the Cnrdinal Sveretory of State, roguests me to
noknowlodge rescipt of the mussupge of the 23rd inst. of His Execllency, tho
Prosident of the United Statos of Americc, to His Holinuss, Fope Pius the
Twalfth, I om cherged to assure the President, through Your Excelleney,
thot the messcge broupht vory grent joy to the heert of the Holy Fether,
eoming from so explted n sourow, inspired by such neoble sentiments, ond
containing such high hopes of spiritucl rnd eivil bemefits for the onuse
of ponoe, Whilo the Holy Frthor desiree Himself to mcke & personcl end
offioinl roply to His Exccllonay, the President, for so importont end
sipnifiecnt o dooument, I am requested to oxpross to the Frosident Hie
Holinces' profound grotitude for the choleo of the Hon. Myron Teylor ns the
ropresontrtive of the President of the United States of Amorion, with the
renk of Avbossndor Extraordinsry, The Holy Puther desires to cesure the
Progident thet Hie roprosontative will be sordielly rooeived in n monner
bofitting the highly important mission entrusted to him.
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"The Holy Father invokes the heavenly assistance of Almighty God,
on the occasion of Chrigtmas, upon the President of the United States and
the whole American Nation.

"In transmitting this letter to Your Excellency, I desire to ra-
quast that you express graclously to the President my own sentiments of
deapest esteem,

AWith cordial good wighes, I remain

"ginceraly yours in Christ,
A. G. Clicognani

Archbishop of Lacdicea,
Apostolic Dolegate."

"Philadelphia, Pa.
December 24, 1939

Tha President
The White House

"I am only now able to acknowledge your telegram of Dacember
23rd. owing to delar in delivery of the message which has Jjust reached
me, Your fellow oountrymen and the world at large take new courage from
the fact that you are again throwing your vivid and forceful leadership
into the couse for peace.

#It 1g o noble doed to bring the forces of religion together. I
have the confident hopo that the leaders will unite the members of their
charches and synagopues into a unanimous support of your efforts. I gladly
tnke the opportunity to sond good wishes to Eis Holiness the Pope and to
Dr. Buttrick and feel sure that all true men of good faith will in their
sevaral wonys follow your inspired leadership.

I ghall of course convey your megsmage to tha various rabbinieal
asgociations for transmission to their congregations but I can say without
qualifications that the watchword of the Jewish people in Israel's mission
1a peaco and that this holds trus for all the scattered communities to
which the jewish people have been disparsed and are now mlas being further
dispersed with great brutnlity.

"I teko this occaslon to expross to you our grateful thanks for
the bringing together of the EBvian conference and the further efforts you
hove made in ald of the sorely tried refugecs.

It will ba a privilege for me tn hnve the opportunity to vislit
you mt the White House. With the hops that you will have tha time to spend
o happy holidsy with your family I am falthfully yours.

Cyrus Adler,

Progident Jewish Theological
Sominary of America.”
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DEPARTMENT OF B8TATE
WABHINGTON

December 26, 1939

My dear Miss Tully:

I am enclosing herewith the last
draft, prior to fair copylng, of the letter
sent by President Roosevelt to Pope Filus XII

on December zargh_

I em glad that the President approves
the ldea of sending a photostat copy of
these drafte, together with a fair copy, to
Archbishop Bpellman in New York, 1In view
of his great work in the matter, I am very
sure that he will value them, There is
attached a copy of the transmission letter
to Archbishop Spellman,

Sincerely yours,

Gelsst)

Enclosures:

As stated,

Miss Grace Tully,
The White House.



(_l-:lmrt: December 19, 193;)

Your Holiness:

Because, £t this Chrietmas time, the world le in
sorrow, it 1s especially fitting that I send you a

meseage of greeting and of falth,

onaked

The Wesbesen world haa Buddt for 1teelf a civiliza. \;-

tafiette 5 170rg X iypohimil 0 teards puul P
ticn W Yet, thaugh 1t has
1;},” r

conguered the earth, the sea, and even the alr, #&-is-now
panei:q through war and travall.

I take heart in remembering that in & similar time,
Isalah first prophesied the birth of Christ, Then,
geveral centuries before His coming, the condition of the
world was not unlike that which we see today. Er

u 1t/1:" gald now, thet the prey could fg

Fybn the dgry;r,d.nﬂ that -the

_ mwm «J’:“ 1t
ﬁeuuu’imd Then, as now, wmu bunﬁdn—r—m,

and nations walked dangerously in the light of the fires
they had themselves kindled, tmetesd of seeklag-e-cleanar .

deght Trom-abewe. But in that very moment & epiritual
- h nrad .r-".ns
rebirth waa roruuen,*rhluh wae to loose the captives and

i’y
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to consume the conguerors in the fire of thelr own

kindling; and those who hed taken the sword were to perish

?;r-’ "J‘V.{vuw_._v/:"f 7 ‘-3" e I /"-"-'"/-
b:.r the sword, mtm

f/ f.- J'rf'l f At o ,.'r'r'..,. FrL / P r o
n:-m wm
(ML fdmal "munl JRENLE

astablien & foundation-of lasting pemes.,

Vs

order on which life may be baged. Unless t

civilized 1ife posslble are broken down. Without it,

the peace which opened\the way for knowledge and achieve-
ment no longer holds; and Yhy world 1s lald waste by

wieldere of brute force, t length are crushed in

their turn.

Yet in their hegfts men declide to accept, for long,

the law of animals Always they see sometimes in sllence,

e welfare of

to find again the faith without which

nati : BT St\be rebuilt,

H_-_._-\‘____,__-———-.___'_. ————— —
have the rare privilege of reading the lettere
L
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and confidences of thousande of humble P“‘PI'IH Their
names are not known to history, but their dally work and
courage carry on the life of the world., I know that these,
and uncounted numbere like them in every country, are

lockling for a guiding light., .JPeghgps 1t le—well to remember

that the Chrietmas Star wes first seen by -mwisiee shepherds
in the hills, long before the leaders knew of the fz::aat
ﬁght which had entered the world.

I believe thet while statesmen are considering a
new order of thinge, the new order may well be at hand.
I believe that it 1s even now being bullt, silently but
inevitably, in the hearts of masses whose volces are not
heard, but whose common faith will write the final history
of our time. They know that unless there is belief in
some guiding principle and some trust in a divine plan,
nations are without light, and peoples perish, They knew
that the olviliration handed down to us by our fathers was

built by men and women who knew in thelr hearts that all

were brothers because they were children of God., They belleve
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that by His will enmities can be healed: that in His mercy
the weak can find deliverance, and the strong can find grace
in belping the weak,

In the grief and terror of the hour, these quiet

volces, if they can be heard, may yet tell of the rebuild-

ing of the world, % Pritewe-they-wili—teli-vf-the danof

m-hmm
sartinp-of_i-gethening ol Aatlons 0 giVe POACs-to-nia, thet:
e _[earemiobin. shet-da. Lopem

an has oba ¥ A Tore- dtffioult

toc practice than.te belisve, if we but stand erect .and -eay

bt Weomidddon —




(INSERT A)

Again, durlng the several centuries which we refer
to as the Dark Ages, flame and sword swept over Western
eivilization; and, again, through a rekindling of the
inherent spiritusl spark 1n mankind, another rebirth
brought back order and culture and religlon.

T belleve that the travail of today 1es a new form
of these old conflicts. Because the tempo of all worldly
things has been so gr;atly accelerated in these modern
days we can hope that the period of darkness and destruction
w1ll be vastly shorter than in the olden times.

In their hearts men decline to accept, for long,
the law of destruction forced upon them by wielders of
brute force., Always they seek, gometimes in silence,
to find again the faith without which the welfare of

nations and the peace of the world cannot be rebullt.



(INSERT B)

It 18 well that the world should think of this at
Christmas,

Because the people of this nation have come to a
reellzation that time and distance no longer exist in the
older sense, they understand that that which harms one
segment of humanity harms all the rest. They know that only
by frlendly assoclation between the seekers of light and
the seekers of peace everywhere can the forces of evil be
overcome,

In these present moments, no spiritual leader, no
¢ivll leader can move forward on a specific plan to terminate

Yot

destruction and build anew. The time for that will surely
.

TCOMmE

It is, therefore, my thodlght that thuugy no given

action or glven time may now be prophésied, it 1s well that
we enﬁourage a8 closer association between those in every
part of the world - those in religion and those in government

who have a common purpose.
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I am, therefore, suggesting to Your Holiness that it
would give me great satlsfaction to send to you my personal
. representatlive in order that our parallel endeavors for
peace and the alleviation of auffuringq mey be assisted.

When the time shall come for the reestablishment of
world peace on a surer foundatlion, 1t is of the utpost
importance to humanity and to religlon that common ideals
shall have united expreasion.

Furthermore, when that happy day shall dawn, great
problems of practical import wlll face us all. Milllons
of people of all rncau,.all nationalities and all religlons
mey seek new lives by migration to other lands or by re-
establishment of old homes. Here, too, common ldeals
call for parallel actlon.

I trust, therefore, shat all of the churches of the
world which believe in a common God will throw the great
welght of their influence into thils great cause.

To you, whom I have the privilege of calling a good

friend and an old friend, I send my respectful greetings a%
this Christmas Season.
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become more secure,

Again, during the several centurles which we refer

to as the Dark AgaaiE flame and awagg swéi?f;ﬁ;; Western
- A

ocivilization; and, again. through a rekindling of the

inherent spiritual spark in mankind, another rebirth

brought back order and culture and religlon.

I belleve that the travall of today 1s a new form
of these old conflicta, Because the tempo of all worldly
things has been so greatly accelerated in these modern
deys we can hope that the perlod of darkness and destruc-
tion will be vastly shorter than in the olden times.

In their hearts men decline to accept, for long, the
law of destruction forced upon them by wielders of brute
force. Always they seek, sometimes in silence, Tto find
again the falth without which the welfare of natlons and
the peace of the world cannot be rebullt.

I have the rare privilege of readlng the letters and
confidences of thousands of humble people, living in scores
of different nations. Thelr names are not known te history,
but their daily work and courage carry on the life of the
world. I know that these, and uncounted numbers like them
in every country, are looking for a guiding light. We
remember that the Christmes Star was first seen by shep-
herde in the hills, long before the leaders knew of the
Great Light which had entered the world.
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(INSERT A)

Again, during the several centuries which we refer
to as the Dark Ages, fAllme and sword swept over Western
oivilization; and, again, through a rekindling of the
inherent spiritusl spark in mankind, another rebirth
brought back order and oulture and religion.

I believe that the travall of today is s new form
of these old conflicts. Because the tempo of all worldly
things has been so greatly acoelerated in these modern
days we ocan hope that the period of darkness and destruotion
will be vastly shorter than in the olden timee.

In their hearts men decline to acoept, for 1nn¢;
the law of destruction foroed upon them by wielders of
brute force. Always they seek, sometimes in silence,
to find again the faith without whioh the welfare of

nations and the peace of the world cannot be rebuilt.
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(INSERT B)

It 1s well that the world should think of this at
Christmas.

Because the people of thie nation have come to a
realization that time and dlstance no longer exist in the

older sense, they understand that that which harms one

segment of humanity harms all the rest. They know that enly
by friendly assoolation between the seekers of light and

the ssekers of peace everywhere can the forcee of evil be

overcome.

In these present moments, no spiritmal leader, neo

civil leader can move forward on a speoific plan to terminate

deatruction and bulld anew., The time for that will surely

It ie, therefore, my thaught that thought no given
action or given time may now be pnph‘llﬂ, it is well that
we enoourage & closer assooiatlon between those ln every

part of the world - those in religion and those in government

who have a common purpose.
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I am, therefore, suggesting to Your Holiness that it

would give me great satisfaction to send to you my personal
representative in order that our parallel endeavors for

peace and the alleviation of sufferings may be assisted.

When the time shall come for the reestablishment of
world peace on a surer foundation, 1t is of the utmost

importance to humanity and to religlon that common idesls

shall have united expreasion.

Furthermore, when that happy day shall dgwn, great

problems of practioal import will face us all. killions

of p-upi- of all races, all natlonalities and all religlons

may seek new lives by migration to other lands or by re-

establighment of cld homes.

Here, too, common ideals
oall for parallel aotion.

I thmst, therefore, ghat all of the churches of the

world which believe in a common God will throw the great

weight of thelr influence into this great cause.

To you, whom I have the privilege of calling a good

friend and an old friend, I send my respeotful greetings ag
this Christmas Season.
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My dear Arohbishop Spellman:

After speaking to the Fresident, I take pleasure
in sending you, under separate eover, a bound copy
of photostate of the President's message of December
23, 1939 to Pope Piue XII. Bound with them ie a2 ocopy
of the cablegram sent by the State Department to the
Amerlecan Embassy at Rome, which eontaine the text
of the message and the advice of the appointment of
Myron Taylor, as epecial representative,

In view of your sincere and powerful work to
reopen a channel which I am sure will be of deep
and growing slgnificance, I belleve you will find
the documents a happy remembrance of the historie
event in which you played so large a part, You will
note the drafting and redrafting in the President's
handwriting,

I take this opportunity to wish for Your Excellenoy

a

The Most Reverend
Franeis J. Spellman,
Arahbishop of New York,



-

& Happy New Year, and to hope that our friendship
may oontinue.
With warm perscnal regards, I am
Falthfully yours,

Enclosure



Memorandum to Seeretary Hull

From the President

In re-the question of refugees of various faiths who
will have to start 1ife in a new envighment at the
termination of the European War. What to do about
them. Wishes Cordell Hull to speek to himabout this

matter.

see:Cordell Hull folder-Drawer 1-1939



F. D. R.
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 8, 1940.

WILLIAM PHILLIPS

ROME
PERSONAL

Can you personally and discreetly
get word to the Secretary of 3tate at the
Vatican that if 1t 1s planned to appoint
a Blshop or Archbishop for Washington, I
would like to emphasize the utmost im-
portance of the close relatlionship with
the Government at the seat of Government
regardless of what Administration happens
to be in power? Although thls is but
one relatively small dlocese, words
spoken here are of necesslty heard
throughout the Nation. Mr. Taylor, who
will soon be in Italy, understands the
eituation and will be glad to talk with
The Holy Father if 1t 1s desired.

F. D. R.

COPYX P_;Fm

LONGHAND - SUMNER WELLES - PLEASE SEND IN CODE

,..
o



February 14, 1940,

e ——————

For copy of the President's longhand letter to Mussolini
of Feb 14, 1940 presented, in person, by Sumner Welles on

his Secret Mission abroad,

See:Sumner Welles-Drawer 1-1240



Letter from Myron Taylor to the President-March 15, 1940,
re attached album of photographs taken of his reception
in Italy while representing the President at the Vatican.

The President's reply of April 3, 1940 attached.

The abtove given to Miss Le Hand on April 9, 1940 for the
President.,
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March 21, lgﬁgt

MELCRANDUM FOR
THE PRESIDEN

Harry Hooker telephoned to
gay that he had a cablegram from
Myron Teylor today from Rome as

follows:

"Flease phone our mutual
friend to forget for the present
time expense matter and that I

understand the situation'.



oopy

April ®, 1940,

————— L

EXTR. SR |

MEVORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Seoretary Morgenthau phoned the
following message:

"The Italian Government have
placed eight million dollars worth
of gold om the "REX", which has sailed, and
on the "ROMA", which does not sall until
May 2nd, due to arrive here on the fifteenth

of May.

They have also placed orders here
:nr $250,000 worth of autto;hiintcrl and
500,000 worth of o . 86 were placed today
and ;nt-rd.q'.' ——

E.M.W,

For original of the a memo
8ee1Henry Morgenthau folder=Drawer 1-1040
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* published 1in
Forelgn Relations of the United States

L 1940, Vol. I, General awd Euwpe
pages 695 - LTE

ALy lelsq



Copys FDilLy 1m23=56, nvm

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington

Jdmuary 19, 1956

tha
mmmuwmu "y 1939 and 1940,
Imwmmmmhm;dnhm
hduaamth-qunlmtnthhmﬂm.

Sincerely yours,



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON
May 2, 1940
e C/
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My dear Mr, President;
I am enclosing herewith a memorandum I have
mede of your conversation of today's date with the
Italian Ambassgdor,

Believe me y
Fal ully yours,

Ene.

The Preslident,
The White House,



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
paTE: May 2, 1940

———————

SUBJECT: —_STRIOPME-OORTIRENPIAL

PARTICIPANTS: The President;
The Italian Ambassador, Don pscanio del prinecipl Colonna;
The Under Secretary, Mr. Welles.

COPIES TO:

e 1 — sl

The Presidﬂﬂt.raﬂaived at noon today the Italian
Ambassador, whom I accompanied to the White House.

The Ambaseador stated thet he had requested to be
recelved by the President by instruction of hie Govern-
ment in order to communicate to the President textually
a message addressed to the president by Musesolini. This
message, the Ambassador gald, was & clarification of some
of the statements which the Duce had made on the preceding
day in his conversation with Ambassador Phillips in Rome.
The Ambassador did not leave a written copy of the message,
but read 1t to the President. The following are the es-

sential points in the message.
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Mussolini first stated that Germany should not be
held responeible for the occupation of Denmark and for
the invasion of Norway inagmuch as the Allled Governments
were solely to blame for the steps taken by Germany in
Scandinavia.

Muesolinl stated that 1t was entirely correct that
Italy was responsible for the fact that the two hundred
millions of people in the Mediterranean reglon were now
at peace. Notwithstanding this, he sald, Italy was be-
ing constantly subj)ected to vexatlous and harassing re-
gtrictions upon the freedom of her commerce within the
Mediterranean by Great BEritain, and there could not be
any stable peace until and unless Italy attesined her
liberty snd freedom from euch restrictlions.

Mugsolini then said, "It ie not believed that Germany
1g desirous of any extension of the present scene of
hostilities. Italy definlitely doee not desire any ex-
tenslon of hostilities." He went on to say that whether
such extension of hostilities occurred would be deter-
mined by the Allied powers.

Mussolini then continued by saying that the British
Empire had an absolute monopoly in the world of many es-
gential raw materials, The Italian Government desired
equality of opportunity with all other governmente in
having raw materials at 1ts disposal, but 1t did not
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desire to obtaln any such monopoly as that now enjoyed
by Great Britain.

Musgolini then referred to that nortion of the
President's message to him of the preceding day which
referred to the poseibility, should an extension of the
scene of hostilitles now take place, with particular
regard to the Medlterranean region, that all other por-
tions of the globe, including the three Americas, might
be forced to undertake to defend themselves., The policy
of the Italian Government, Mussolinl stated categorically,
had been to refrain from any interference in the rela-
tlions between the American Republics in deference to the
Monroe Doctrine. Mussolini believed that reciprocally
the American Republics would not interfere in the rels-
tione between European powers. Mussolinl therefore
stated that he did not understand why an extension of
the scene of hostilitiee in Europe should be regarded
as bringing about a threat t%—the involvement of the
three Ameri cas,

In conclueion Mussolinl stated that with due regard
to certaln considerations above set forth and with due regard
to existing clrcumetances, the Government of Italy was
fully dieposed to work for a better and a more stable

world order.
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The President then stated that he desired the
Ambassador to tell Musesolini that he was gratified by
the receipt of thie message, and that he regarded the
last paragraph as particularly encouraging. He sald
he felt that the influence of both Italy and the United
States was very great so long as they remalned out of
the hostilities, and that he was particularly happy to
know that Italy, like the Government of the Unlted States,
wag deeirous of exercising its influence in behalf of
the establishment of a better and a more sgtable world
order,

The President then sald that, with regard to the
first paragraph of Mussolini's message relative to the
invasion of Denmark and Norway, he did not bellieve that
there was anything to be gained by a dlscussion of what
had taken place prior to the actual 1invesion of those
two countries., The fact remalned, he said, that the in-
vaelion had been undertaken by Germany, and that for the
commission of the act 1tself only Germany could be held
responsible,

The President sald he fully recognized that inter-
ference with the commerce of neutral powers such as Italy
on the high seas by the Allled nations was exasperating
and created natural irritation, He called attention to
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the fact, however, that nations engaged in the war re-
sorted to such measures as a part of thelr belligerent
activitles., He reminded the Ambasesador that the Unlted
Btates 1tself was of course not free from such inter-
ference, and added as an illustration that American air-
planes traveling from the United States to Europe and
stopping at Bermuda had had American mall from the United
B8tates selzed by the British authoritlies at that place

and searched. As an indicatlion of why the British authori-

tles felt this procedure warranted, the President stated
that in one lot of mall so searched the Eritish found
$234,000 in American currency destined for Germany in-
eluded in correspondence dispatched in that way.

The President then went on to clarify the reasons
for the belief which he had expressed to Mussolini that
an extension of hostlilitles into the Mediterranean might
result eventually in such a situatlon as to cause the
three Americas to defend themselves. He saild that if, as
a result of such an extension of the scene of warfare,
any one power or group of powers succeeded in extending
thelr domination over the whole of Europe, that would in-
evitably result in the extension of such domination over
the whole of Africa as well., As an inevitable result,
every republic in the Western Hemiephere would find 1it-

gelf compelled to arm to the utmost extent, and such an
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armament race would, after a very short time, reeult in
complete ruin for all but one of the participants in

such an armament race, The exception, the President sald,
was the United Statee which, because of its ropulation,
its almost inexhaustible material resources and 1its pre-
ponderant financisel resources, could withstand the strain
longer than any power in the world. To these remarks the
Ambassador nodded hie emphatic agreement.

The President then went on to say that an extension
of hostilities into the Mediterranean would immediately
result in very grave prejudice to American trade and com-
merce and to the freedom of navigeation of American sehips
in the Mediterranean area. The President sald that he
wleghed here to cite certaln historical precedents which
would be 1llustrative to the Ambassador of what the Presi-
dent had in mind, He sald that in 1803, as a result of
constant harassing and interference with American ehip-
ping in the Mediterranean, including even the capture
of American citizens on American ghips by the Earbary
corsairs sent out by the Dey of Alglers, the Bey of Tunis
and the Sultan of Morocco, the Government of the United
States finally dlepatched American naval vessels to the
Mediterranean, which eventually forced the various rulers
of North Africa to refrain from further interference with

Amerlcan shipping. When in 1815 there was a further
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selzure of American merchant vessels in that same
reglon, a further naval force was sent by the United
States and, as a result of thege forceful measures,
there had been no further interference with legitimate
American trade in the Mediterranean area, The Govern-
ment of the United 8tates, the Presldent sgald, neces-
sarily had an obligation to assure full and due pro-
tection to peaceful trade interests of the United
States in that area.

With regard to the efforts of the two Governments,
Italy and the United States, to work for a better and a
more stable world order, the Presldent said he had already
informed Museolinl, ae the latter would remember, that
the United States would be glad to partieipate in in-
ternatlional efforte to achleve the reduction of armaments
and the creation of a liberal international economie
eyetem, He could not, however, agree with the bellef
expreseed to me in my conversations with Mussolini in
Rome that the finding of a political agreement in Europe
must precede agreements upon disarmament and a sound
economlic system. As the Presldent envisaged 1t, the three
efforte must be made simultaneously and, while the United
8tates could not particlpate in the negotiations lead-
ing up to & political settlement and would 1limit itself
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to participating in the disarmament and economic negotia-
tions, the President nevertheless thought it essential
that the three negotiations be conducted simultaneously,
The President here referred to the phrase used in the Far
East - "face saving". He sald that very often it might
be imposeible for a power negotiating a political settle-
ment to make certaln concessions of a political character
unless i1t had some quid pro quo to show to its people as
a Justification for such a concesslon and that if some
aconaﬁiu concession or some conceseion in the disarmament
discuselons could be obtalned simultaneously in the favor
of such power, in return for a political concession which
it might make, a solution could be obtained which could
not be found otherwise.

In concluding the conversation with the Ambassador
the Presldent asked that Mussolini be assured that the
President was gratified with the message sent to him,
and that he hoped that Mussolini and himself could con-
tinue to communicate in the same manner from now on, any
message the Preslident deesired to send to be transmitted
through Ambassador Phillips in Rome and any message
Mussolinl deslred to send to be communicated to the Presi-
dent through the Italian Ambassador in Washington.

U:8W: MW
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Declaration of war has been delivered to the Amtassadors,

.

Mussolini started by sayins that Italy ie living through
hours of irrevocable decision,

Declaration of war has been delivered to the Ambassadors
of Great Britain end France,

We are fighting asainst the pluto-Democracies whose owners
hamper the progress of the Italian people,

Mussolini is referring now to the sanctions that were
applled to Italy by the democracles at the time of
the Ethlopian campaign,

Our eonsclence 1s not bothering us in the least, It im
olear,

sse+s 18 witness to the fact that Pascist Italy has done
everytiiing that was humanly possible to avold war,
but everything has been in vain,

It would have been enough to reviee all treaties, It would
have been encugh not to begin the policies of
puaranteee which have oroved disastrous for those
nations which have accepted them. It would have
been enourh to have accepted the peace that was
offered last October, at the eand of the Pplish
campalgn,

All this belongs to the past, We are now ready to ro
into this war because we believe that a great pecnle
must honor the engapements whieh i1t has contracted,

We want to break the chains that keep us prisoners in
the Medliterranean Sea Lecause a povulation, a nation
of 45 million people c.nnot really be free unless
1t has free access to the ocean,

This gigantic fight 1s not anything but one phase, one
develomment of our evolution,

It is a revolution against those who try to starve ue,
thoge who control all the wealth, all the gold in
the world,

It 18 a fight between the young people azainset the cld
decadent peonle, It is a fight between two cen-
turlee, between two different conceptions of life,

Italy does not want to draw any other people into thie
fight, neighborin~ nations, whether they are next to
Italy by land or by sea,

During a memorable meeting in Berlin I sald that according
to the Fascist code of vows, when a person has a
Irlend he travels with him the whole length,

Thie we have done and we shall do with Germany and with
her victorious armies we shall fight,

Mussolinl has Just asked the people to pay homare to his
Majesty, the Itallan Xing,
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Italy, the totalitarian and Fascist Italy, 1s etanding up
for the third time, proud and strong,

Cur slogan les one -- consists in only one word -- to win,

And we shall win,

And we shall win, to give, finally, to Italy, to Zurcope
and to the world a lone period of peace, with

Justlﬂ'ﬂ "

Italian people -- uwe your arme .,... ¥our courare, Your
constance and your valor,

L B
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF
COORDINATION AND REVIEW

September 27,19.0

Ur. Forster:

I am very sorry that the
Atteched file wes omitted from
the Deprnrtment's letter of
August 25 to the President which
contelined n draft reply to
the communiention from Pope Pius XII,

[QMaelo



EMORANDUM FOR THE FILES:

Letter signed by the President, 10/1/40, to His Holiness the Pope,
sent to the State Dept, for delivery,



COPY
Vatican City,
August 22, 1940
Dear Mr, Taylor:

I was very sorry, when I heard from Mr. Phillips on June 1l0th
that you were sick, and T feel T must congratulate you on your re-
covery. I avolded bothering you, sltho I should have been glad to
meet you since thu,fif developed, And now that you are leaving
Rome, T regret I cannot meat you before your departure,
¥ May I tell you how much I fear that America is realizing too
slowly the real situation in Eurcpe. You remember certainly the
propagande map distributed to German inhabitants of Sudetenland in
October 1938, that I am enclosing in photographic copy for your
convenlence. Did you observe that the part of France presantly oc-
cupied by German army 18 exactly the piece which is indicated there
for incorporation to the Relch? I suppose that the mood and terms
of the French capitulation will have modified America's feelinge
toward France, but please consider that it was the very effect of
the twin activity of Communistic and Pro-German fifth columns. will
not it have the same effect in U.5.h., where foreign activities
geem to be still not sufficiently controlled? Ts not it a pitiful
situation that democracies in times of troubles seem unable to take
in time the proper resolutions? ¢

Meanwhile T beg to wish you Bon voyage and to tell me, Dear Mr,
Taylor,

Yours very sincerely,

(5igned ) EUGENE CARD, TISSERANT,

“  |Romhe Kill Tl | Germany Will Fave 5presa im wreny wirsmsimsspuamms v
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CHATEAU D'ORMESSON (historical monument of the XVI and

XVIII centuries) situated at Ormesson-sur-Marne in the

South-east region of Paris (20 Km from Paris on the road

of Provins) belongs to Count d'Ormesson, French Ambassa-
dor to the Holy See.

The Chateau is at present in the cccupation of the
German military forces.

Would it be possible for Mr, Myron Taylor to cause the
German military authorities concerned teo be informed that
he would be grateful for assurances that his colleague's
chateau and all its contents will be cared for and pre-

served during the period of occupation.
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Request for the deliverance or captivity licence of
the French prisconer of war

LIEUTENANT GERARD LANNES de MONTEBELLO

OFLAG - IV - D
GERMANY

Lieutenant of Reserve. Born in 1905. Took his de-
gErees in agriculture. Directs Personally his farms
eltuated in French occupled territory (Normandy and
Seine % Olse) 8o as the rearing of his cattle,

He iz the only son still living of a widowed mother

and father of three infant children.
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Extracts of letters from France (July 1940).,

"Everything I see in France, since my returm, makes my
heart ache terribly. There is actually no communication what-
scever between the Occupled Zone and the Unoccupied. One is
cut off from news. But what one hears from the Occupled Zone
is anything but comforting. The Germuns are installed every-
where and seem to be settling in permanently.

"They are in occupation of all chateaux and seem already
to be robbing them, In the Castle of A,, which belongs to
nephews of ours, the I's, they have removed everything in-
cluding the old panelling on the walls., We shall probably
find nothing left at home, where 70 Germans are living. Very
near our place, at the Castle of G,, the owners remained,
The Germans have left them three rooms and occupy the whole
of the rest of the immense Castle. At C,, in the Cote d'or,
Mrs. Tyler has advised the V's to return as soon as possi-
ble, otherwise nothing will be left in their house. At
M. Paul Claudel's in Dauphine, the Germans stayed ten days
and ransacked everything,

"They are robbing France. They buy every single thing
they find in the eshops with paper Marks, which the people
are obliged to accept. Even in the Unoccupied Zone the Ger-
man Commissiomers of Control go everywhere and loot the

shops, Scon there will be no supplies left in Prance. One

=t by TTIN L IEYE JEIEAT 1IN CYETY WITECIIUN meqatey, inere =



shudders to think of the future,

"The Germans are already trying to enlist French youth in
Hitlerian organizations, In certain Departments they have
erganized camps, to which they have brought young Nazis, and
they oblige the local French boys to go to these camps; they
have even dressed them in the uniform of the Hitler Youth.

"The grip on France is tightening every day. Our miser-

able country is a hostage in German hands,"”

"Hitler iz preparing to strangle France little by little,
if the war goes on, in order to induce all the neutral coun-
tries, and above all the United States, to bring pressure to
bear on Great Britain and to persuasde her to abandon the
struggle and to accept the vletory of Germany out of compas-
sion for the millions of families which will suffer agony in
France, Belgium, Holland (not to speak of Poland),

"The only hope which remains for civilized Europe is that

the United States should, on the contrary, sxert pressure on
Germany, sc that she should be the one to stop the struggle,

accepting a reasonable status of Furope; failing which, the
United States would intervene alongside England, in order to

save Jjustice and civilization,"

7" |Ramhe Kill Child | Germany Will Have Spread in Every Direction|mediies rice s
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Moreover the French Government cannot but note that there
exists now, in the Itallan papers, a strong and bitter preju-
dice against Prance, towards which they suggest that Italy
entertains & profound and ruthless hatred and a spirit of re-
venge. A certain number of articles and news printed, for in-
stance, in the "Glornale d'Italia®™, in the "Stampa"™, in the
"Popolo d'Italia", show that permanent tendency.

Hotwithstanding that the Government of Marshal Petain
have not concealed their desire to establish a frank and loyal
collaboration between the two Latin countries, regardless of
a war hardly fought, but which might have brought in France
resentment against Italy.

Must the French Government assume that to those kind and
generous dispositions - and to & perfect understanding of the
need of making sacrifices to Italy when peace comes - the
Fasclst Government want to answer only with contemptuous and
hostlile feelinga?

If 1t were true, how cculd & real and sound "peace with

justice™ be built in unfortunate Furope?
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REICH EXPELLING
~ WARSAW TRIES

Hitler Has I# AllMapped Out-

He'll Split Europe with Italy
Gin BVolf, ein Neieh, ein Fiihrer!

As one of his first steps in his in-
vestigation of Kings Couniy, Spe-
clal Prosecu'nr John Herlen Amen
will subpoena an extensive survey |
inio the court’s probatlon system
which the State Department of Cor-
rection made a year ago and is al-
leged to have suppressed for almiost
& year, it was reporied today,

The survey is sald to show politi-
;—ll nfluence in probation in Brook-
¥,

Correctlon Commissioner Edward |
P. Mulrooney, reached at his New |
York offlce in the State Bullding
admitted this morning that the final
section of the survey had been com- |
pleted last December and that an|
earlier part had bern finished some
tme before that. He has not yeo
seen the report. nor does he know Jis |
contents, the Commissioner said. [

Doesn't Know,

Asked il it were true, as reporfed
that the survey contains “dyna-|
mite” about probation in B:mkwn.!
he answered— |

*I wouldn't be quoted on that bf'rl
cadse I haven't gome over it yel
and I don't know what's in it.°

“Why should it take almost w
year to prepare the report miter the
Investigation was completed?” he
was nsked,

“It had to be revised and the
errors taken out,” he replied.

~“If this report were irealed <lone
I might say that is a long lime
But we have surveys of some al the
other 47 countries that have proba-|
tion systems and we only have seven |
Investigators.”

This document was called recently
to Mr. Amen’s atiention. It covers
directly one of the major, phases of
his inguiry Into Kings County jus-
thee,

Conirols Releases.

The significance of this phase af
his inquiry lies in the fact that the
Probatlon Departinent Is the con-
trolling factor in determining whal
criminals shall be freed withaut
serving jall terms

For it 1s the probatien report that
the judge relles on—or uses Lo Justify
his sction—in suspending sentence
on defendants who have been con-
victed or have pleaded gulliy. And
this department decides how mueh
or how little supervision they shall
have, once freed

Meanwhile, Mr,

(Cortinued ol.. :H-n_ Twenly-seven.|
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| Oeutihland, Deutidhland iiber alles!

Thi jecied march of Germany la Joint coniral of Farope with
Tialy Hlml'l in the map The lop raw shows the fxpansion program
for 1938 ts 1939, the first two steps already accomplished and the third,
absorplion of Hungary, due in 1039. The second row shows Poland
being breught in late in [530 and Yuegoslavia, Rumanis and Bulparia
in 140 The ihird row shows the German plan for & drive fast and
wesl In 1041, ihe year of the Big War, and the large map shaws (he
division of Europe after war, the dark shading showing Cermany. ihe
light shading the territery it will deminate, and the while ares, Italy
and ihe terrilory under llallan controel

Big War Starts in 1941, and Seven Years Later
Germany Will Have Spread in Every Direction

POL)
10 B

Thous:
Night
Many .

Germany o
throughout (he

! Poland, Thousa
| border,
On the heels -

that the Reich
order afler neg
there,

Poland reced
| lation trains WE ey
deportees release

Thiﬂ Wias fg
menl quarters in
by mid-evening,

|Warsaw Succes
lin Halting Evictic™

| By the Amosiered Pros

| WAREAW, Dct 3 .
|I-Irnd to cancel it
|der which would haw
|sands of Pollsh Jews
pder into Poland. the
mid today,

The Farelgn Office
decision was taken
Hot 3 selwsen Ohecma

The negotiations *
through the Germa
Warsaw, the Forelgn

Tralns 1o B2

The Porelgn Offie
many had given am
portation trains ey
would be réturned g
origin and that the
portees would be re
homes.

Poland assured Ge
elgn Office said, iy
its Polish citizeruhiy
PASSPOrT examintioe
disfranchisemen: P
felt that the Oermay
“prematare "

The Polish Embay
vised what all of |
consulates throughs
reported arrests in
districts, Including s

Arrive al Fy

Hundreds of Poles
had been taken up b
In thelr places of
the Polish citizenst
March arrived at thy
from Cwechoslovakis
Hungary,

They were taken |
mediately. There w

1
|



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

??????????



— { -

or & Bak Wiqhas Jﬁ‘n a..l\.




e —cc O SRRRNTREE

nERKFABRIEK S
FABRIQUE DEGLISE Ve s vt Coons oo S At rati
(W.V1.) NIEUPORT (Fl. 0cs.) ety of #e &S :;ufmﬂ
BELGIE - BELGIOUE

mqu/f.ﬂ/}— 7.4 "‘/qM Pl Ve .
S,

| .f?/ vary Fﬁf.«éav@%ra;q;_m.}«,./@_ww
/mﬁf efned M?mi, M};{,‘pf-%yﬁ?fuf h e m/aﬁ‘? lnctrd THots
of ke oo He Ky fasie frssentobom @7 Hace foniin.
N sapnt— co e CHle Form, Famoneg by oty 2etithonce and
e o o e e P 17 S T T R
h—c-;,_?('a«d rf/w%ﬁ;m of #e 74 .‘ __ end afpor Kaniy bery lalining,,
g e Comphractln oo ife dmecint f?& wm TIPS, e creeel z-cy;,vw 7{;4&
CAvRean b Jqﬁydu}‘-;_ﬁu—; -~ /4.? -Kf'-“'f;fgg‘ '
| | Whenee mnil€ cons 7 vﬁr-E, — alnat I Mctly in, /4.1,,.,“,_
in Ny LA T ?{ﬁj’ﬁé»{me, tf%%(e/ua#}@m'(ma,
PP PUSOW - ORI m#uayw teomge M/nw":-ﬂ -tw“’mya,f«t
We Kige Koy poer Keant imtl mg//‘é..rﬁa by <
Teeahed %hﬁrw&mn ﬁ‘v{..‘_;,:‘:..( elcncl lesessd /C.-—a S st
mtl uma‘:/m;a...f.f deadd .
¢ Umain mff Ke fosfoindeatFomensbom, Ty,
WJ@#I{.{' A /""‘f’
— zm Lim.e dv....{)

e ——— A
At JL,I..‘

Akl i






EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

C/d//Atné.c; mt'Z«
== > = =
7 ‘g.z/“:‘, 07/9@; Loy 2Zehd et
%Zl; f%ﬂ—p-e..: Lo £2m/ll Mjﬂ:y
/M_;M:ma iz 4 a

F



}79&*&.—. %24 bod @MZZL
t Yaticia Creld | O Nely
Linni. B¢ & Tatlity oo ivtin
f = xﬂm@.ﬁé /,,47
%h:' c'mér,—- - Lt A 7,

2 ¢7 :—6;/’1-. Conleciciedt
@.AZW = = =
-‘Z.Iﬁ-é:‘-/-' 2e tee A—yé‘”(’" Las
/;dz; /}Ml/ Z Lo M teq
/fzdm'éif- / Z

\
|



a!&:—jwd o, | Rerot—
/4144?;{ / oA /au;.wd%.

%@, e/

47 27 /7%&“;
24 Alie Kfornre .




"

/

\
v,

\ |
/ _&r.f e THE WHITE HOUSE

i}ﬁ;
\

WASHINGTON

_September 24, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF BTATE

Please read thls correspondence.
What do you think of my sending Bill
Fhlllips the enclcesed lettert?

The problem is that if Bill
resigns now or in November or
December, we will have to leave
the Embassy in Rome open because
1t cannot be fllled unless we
recognize the King of Italy as
Emperor of Ethlopla, ete. There-
fore, I hegltate to have Bill
reslgn. Can we glve him some
1ight work that will Justify hie
remalning in this country?

GA
i



Beptember 24, 1940.

Dear Bill:-

I know that you have not been well and
I have, of course, been greatly occhoerned on your
account more than anything else. It uwﬁczt
that you should not go back to Rome 4r in
‘!-.—odhtl tﬂ';. ?.mtmm

Ambassador, for v good

cannot send anybody -lu.gno
circumstances.

Therefore, I think you should give mo

wtoﬂum-u‘ situation and make wp

mind to take a complete holiday and rest.

8till have plenty of leave coming to you, and

ocan always assign you to special duty im the
t when that leave is wp -~ you retaining

the position of Ambassador.

The main point 1s that you should mot
worry and that you should get a complete rest.
No person ocan tell the future for more than a few
weeks ahead, and there seems nothing on the
hﬂlﬂhmnmumﬂrxuh_p“
to Rome now or for the next few months.

My love %o Caroline and the children,

As ever yours,






THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1940 /) | .
ons I X
‘lil

Dear Bteve:

While I have not had any direct word from Bill
Phillipe during the last few weeks, Norman Armour,
who sew him recently in Maine, telle me that Bill has
had bronchial pneumonia and that he is not at all well.

Bill Phillips' idea when he came back from Rome
in August was to return to his post in October with
the intention of spending a few weeks in Rome and then
retiring for good in November.

I do not know whether the Preeident wishee him
to return to Rome before he retires, but so far ag the
Department 1s concerned, I can see no real reason for
his making this effort in view of the condition of
hig health.

My suggestion would be that the Presldent send
him & personal letter and tell him that he understends
that he hae been seriocusely 1ll and that in view of hie

| declslon to retire in November, the Presldent sees no
reason for him to return to Rome before hie resigna-.
tion becomes effective. ;

Believe me

Yourd very sincerely,
Enc. '
From Mre. Andrew J. Peters } Py

The Honorable
Stephen Early,
Secretary tc the President,
The White House.



>

w f.'f
/ ' THE WHITE HOUSE

'
WASHINGTON

9/16/40
MEMORANDUM FOR  STEVE

To make a discreet inquiry of

Sumner Welles and then prepare a

letter.
F. D. R
Lo e 5L et
. L i
A N
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