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APPEALS BY ALLIED LEADERS

1. A1l democratic-minded persons and psoples in the world agree
with the high and noble ideals expressed in the Atlantic Charter. Un-
doubtedly one of ita main purposes was that of inducing the peopls of
those nations who were under the dictatorship of Nazi and Fascist
power to rise up in rebellion.

Bofore the overthrow of Fascism in Italy on July 25, 1543 and
long before the formmlation of the Atlantic Charter there were mmer—
ous parsons in and out of Italy who sought to bring an end to Fascist
dictatorship. Many of them were executed, many sent to prison, many
roined in their life's career, many fled in exile even to the United
States where they continued their battle against Fascism. Some of
these famous exilas are now in the present Ttalian povearnsent and are
working arduously for the reconstruction of Italy.

In addition to the Atlantic Charter, many later statements and
proclamations were made by the leaders of the Allied Powers which en-
eouraged the Italian people to believe they would be treated with honor
if they would throw off the Fascist yoke. In his radic address of
February 12, 19L3 Fresident Hoosevelt stated;

"In our uncompromising policy we mean no harm to
the common pecple of the Axis nations. But we do
mean to impose punishment and retribution in full
upon their guilty, barbaric leaders.”

On July 17, 1943 during the invasion of Sicily a message was
broadcast to the Italian people from the President of the United States
and the Prime Uinister of Oreat Eritain in which it was stated:

"The sole hope for Italy's survivel lies in honor-
able capitulation to the overwhelming power of

the military forces of the United lNations.

ssssss ALl your interests and all your traditions
have been betrayed by Nazl Cermany and your own
false and corrupt leaders; it is only by destroying
both that a reconstituted Italy can hope to ccoupy
& respected place in the family of European nations.
The time has now come for you, the Italian pecple,
to consult your omn self-respect and your own inter—
eots, and your own desires for & restoration of
national dignity, security, and peace. The time has
come for you to decide whether Italians shall dis
for Mussolini and Hitler - or live for Italy and

for civiliszation."”
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fesponding to these appeals the Ttalian pecple overthrew

Vussolini, placed him under arrest and formed a new povernsent which
today functions in a democratic manner and has extended ita bases to
include representatives of all the important anti-fascist political
parties. This courapecus action on the part of the Ttalian people
recedved the hearty approval of the A11ied Commander-in=Chief, General
Eisenhower, who on July 30, 15L3, broadcast the following messapge:

"We commend the Italian people and the House of

Savoy on ridding themselves of Vusgolind, the

man who involved them in war as the tool of

Hitler and brought them to the verge of disaster.

The test obstacle which divided the Ttalian
e ations €N _T'emov

E o szselves . E
o cle on peace is the Cerman aggressor,

who is still on Italian soil.... We are coming

as liberators. Your part is to cease immediately

any assistance to the Oerman military forces in

your country. If you do this, we will rid you of

the Oermans and deliver you from the horrors of WET.

ssss The anclent liberties and traditiens of your

country will be reatored,®

It is a fact known to all that in Sicily ne appreciable re-

sistance to the Allied troops was of fered by the Italian armed forces
and the people of that encient island welcomed the Allied troops as
liberators from the Kazis. In speaking of this Prime Minister Churchill
told the House of Commons on July 27, 1943:

"When I took cognizance of all which has taken

place in the streets of the beantiful city of

Palermo upon the entry of American troops, when

I reviewed all the detailed information T could

obtain, I did not doubt that the principal and

dominating desire of the Italian people is to free

themselves of their Oerman masters in order to

avoid future and ussless destruction and to revive

the old parliamentary and democratic institutions,"

Subsequent events have fulfilled the prophecy of the Prime

lUinister. The Italian people have glven overwhelming proof of their
determined intention to restore the Democratic institutions that
existed before Fascism. They consider it a distinet honor to have
bean the ﬁﬂtm;thnmm—mlmﬂmﬂ.mstnnpmdﬂyﬂm

domination.
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OVERTHROW OF FASCISM AND ARMTSTICE NEGOTIATIONS

2. The first task of the new government constituted under the leader-
ship of Marshal Badoglio after the fall of Fascism was to sbolish and de-
stroy the main Fasclst structure in order to prevent its nefarious leaders
from retaking control of the government by a coup or by force. Several
plota backed by Oerman muthorities were discovered and immediately smuffed
out. The new government issued decrees abolishing the Fascist Party, the
Fascist Orand Council, the Fascist Chamber of the Fasel and Corporaticns and
the Fascist Wilitia. It proceeded to arrest all the principal Fascist
leaders and it removed from office fifty provincisl prefects (head of
provinces) and put in their places trusted officials. It also removed from
office the Fascists who held the top positions in governmental and semi-
governmental agencles.
The foremost desire of the new govermment was to bring about
a cessation of hostilities at the earliest possible moment. Emissaries
were dispatched to Iisbon and Tangiers where on August Lth and Sth, 19L3,
they contacted Allied representatives. They pointed out the danger of a
ferman occupaticon of Ttaly. They gave full and detailed information on
the strength and disposition of Cerman forces, and warned the Allies that
these forces were constantly increasing. They stressed the fact that time
was short and that this first contact should be considered by the Allies
as &n earnest asd sincere endeavor to bring about as speedily as possible
the conditions necessary for Italy's getting out of the war.
On Augest 13, 1943 cur representative at Tangiers, Signor

Berio, was given by the local Rritish Consul General, Jascoigne, thie
following message:

#The following message is sent by the governments

of great Britain and of the United States of America:

It is necessary that Marshal Badoglio understand that

we cannot negotiate but require unconditional surren-

der. This means that the Italian government suat place

itself at the disposal of the two Allied Governments

which would later advise it of their terms. Call Sig-

nor Deric's attention to the fact that the two heads

of the two Dovernments have alrsady expressed thelr

desire that Italy have a respected place in the new

Europe as soon as the conflict is over and Jen, Eisen-

hower has already anncunced that the Italian prisoners
in Tunisia and 5igily shall be released on condition
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that the same thing will be done to all Allied
priscners."

Consequently Ceneral Castellano was sent to Lisbon to confer
with the Allied Mlitary Authorities arriving on August 14, 1543. In
that interim as a result of the provisions taken by the new government
(which had incurred the rabid hatred of Hitler) the Germans had been
moving inte Ttaly many divisions of troops. The new government could do
practically nothing to counteract the Oerman move for the reason that
¥ussolini as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Nation had
dispersed almost all the Italian divisions outside of Italy, so that 36
divisions were beyond the territory of the Italian mainland and only 12
reduced and badly armed ones were in the Italisn homeground.

n Aupust 19 negotiations were started with General Castellano
at great personal risks to all those involved. In negotiating for the
armistice the Italian representatives offered not only a surreader of
their country's armed forces, but asked that they be permitted to fight
in coordination with the Allied invasion of the Italian mainland so that
the Cerman army could be driven out of Italy with the least possible
delay. It was pointed out that unless this were done Ttaly would become
& battleground and it would then be much more difficult to drive the
Germans out of the country. Speaking about this to the House of Commons
on September 21, 19L3 Prime Winister Churchill said that Oeneral Castellano,

"ees did not oppose those (military) terms,
drastic though they were, but he replied that
the purpose of his visit was to discuss how
Italy could join the United Nations in the
war against Oermany. He also asked how the
terms could ba executed in the face of Jerman
opposition. The British and Azerican officers
replied that they wers empowered to discuss
only unconditional surrender,t

The Allied representatives were also informed that unless
Marshal Badoglio were given a few days advance notice of the date of
the publication of the Armistice he would not be able to give the
proper and mecessary orders to his armed forces to resist and even
fight the Qerman forces. The Marshal ecould not give orders too far
in advance of such a date for fear of a leak that would give the

Oermans a pretext for selszing the country. Marshal Badoglic was not
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advised that the armistice was going to be announced to the world until
a few hours before 6:30 p.m. o'clock on September §, 19543, the time
at which he was ordered by the Allied High Command to ennounce it to the
Italisn pecple. This, of course, did not give the Marshal time snough
to issue the necessary orders to his troops and brought about the now
well-known dissstrous consequences to Italy and to its military forces
located on other fronts. In speaking of this phase of the matter to
the House of Commons on September 21, 1943, Prime Minister Churchill
stated:

"We did not doubt the sincerity of the envey nor

of his gpovernment, but we were not able to reveal

our military plans for the invasion of Italy, or,

as it had now become, the liberation of Ttaly.

The real difficulty was that the Italians were

powerless until we landed in strength, and we could

not glve them the date."

But in spite of all the diffieulties that the time presented,

& great deal was done to sid the Allied forces on their landings and
subsequant battles to oust the Germans. Without regard to its own
personal safety and though it meant the refussl of help probably de-
cisive for the defense of Rome, the new government advised againat
the landing of an American division of parachute troops at Rome, as
had been planned by the Allied Command, for the reason that the
Oermans had subsequently taken control of all airfields, The Italian
authorities concentrated all available forces for the protection of
Fome. As a result of the fighting done by these troops during
several days after the procla=stion of the Armistice the Cermans
were kept from ccoupying the city and were compelled to maintain out-
side its perimeter a large number of troops, including one armored and
one parachute divisicn, which otherwiss could have been used to reaist
the Allied landings at Salerno. In his speech of September 21, 1943,
Prime Minister Churchill said;

"We would have done more had it been possible

to help this unhappy Covernment who were

besst on every side by insoluble problems

and who have since acted towards us to the

best of their ability with both courage end

good faith,»

The Ttalian government accepted the armistice terms al-

though it knew full well it would mean the continuation of
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hostilities on Ttalian soil, This enormous obligation it was willing
to assume because it desired above all to contribute to the de-
struction of German tyranny.

ITALY FIGHTS GERMANY
3. The armistice was signed and now the whole of Italy had
become a battle-ground. Let us examine the obligations that Italy
assumad by virtue of the armistice. According to its strict terms

Italy was to surrender its armed forces on land, sea and air and
to pemmit occupation of its territory for Allied military opera-
Hons. All this it has done completely, fully and willingly.
Although not required by the Armistice terms and although the
Italian government had no means of commnication with its troops
scattered in ITtaly, Franco, Tugoslavia, Albania, Oreece and other
territories, nevertheless most of these troops spontanecusly
fought the Oermans wherever and however they could. This was
fully recogniszed by Prime Minister Churchill, speaking to the House
of Commons on September 21, 1%43:

P.ss The Italian forces and population have every-
where shown themselves unfriendly or actively hostile
to the Germans. They have everywhere shomn themselves
anxious to obey, as far as in their power, the orders
of the King of Italy's new government. Every effort
has been made; both by that Covernment and its forces
to comply with the armistice conditions. Fighting has
taken place at many points between the Italians and
the Jerman intruders. There is no doubt whatever on
which side the sympathy, hopes and efforts of the
Italian Nation now lie. In Sardinia, for instance,
which a little while ago was considered a major price
in itself, four Italian divisions have driven out the
German garrison.s.s The French have landed in Coraica
and aided by the Italian garrison and all trus French-
men and Corsicans, are actively attacking the Cermans...
The fight in Bastia harbour was conducted by Italian
destroyers and a British submarine, all of whom united
in shelling the Cermans and driving them out of the
place.”

But also on the Italian mainland the comparatively few
Italian troops left there fought as long as they could agalnst over-
vhelmingly stronger and brt:t-u- armed Oerman forces. For instance:
1. At Oorizia the TORINO division under Ceneral
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Malaputti defended the city and the important bridges on the
Isonzo river up to the end of September when it had to retreat
to the mountains where it is still fighting. Before leaving
the city Oeneral Malagutti distributed to the patriots what
arms and ammmition his troops were not able to carry away.

2: At the Futa Pass on the Appennine mountains between DBologna
and Florence a group of parachutists, infantrymen and artil-
larymen, under Ceneral Merigl, attacked the Jermans killing
several hundreds of them and closed this important highway.

The Oerman Command had to use arsored forces (including 20
tanks of the "Tiger" clasa) to re-occupy the pass. These troops
later withdrew to the mountains where they were joined by
thousands of patriots of that region.

3« At Cuneo troops of the NIZZA cavalry Hegiment and some
Alpine soldiers passing through that eity fought the Jermans
for several days until forced to retreat to the mountains where
they were joined later by the patriota of that reglon.

L. At Savona the 15th autocar Regiment and an Anti-Aircraft
Battery fought the Cersans for several days until forced to
surrender by lack of smmunition. lMany were exemuted.

5. At Trieste Alpine troops kept the Germans away from the
city for several days. Finally they withdrew to the mountains
where many patriots scon Joined them.

6. At Montecavallo and Plana di Consiglio, about 3000 men
under General Caneva fought the Cermans for twelve days.

T« In the region around La Spezia troops of the ALPT GRATE
division opposed for ten days the Cerman advance. ‘hen forced
to withdraw they fought their way to the Apuane Alps where
many patriota joined them later.

8. At Ascoli Picens, all troops available there under the
leadership of Col. Santanche fought the Cermans until Sept. 20,
when surrounded by superior forces they partially succeeded

in breaking the siege and reached the mountains where they

are still fighting.

9« Itallan trocps for the defense of Rome kept the Cermans
away from the city for several days. Fighting was particularly
hard in the 0Ostia and Mdtercsi zones and at Viterbo: Italian
casualties were very high.

10. Yany Cerman forces were immobilised throughout Northern
and Central Italy by the presence of Italian troopa who
threatened and disrupted their lines of communication, and

by the open hostilities of the Italian populace.

1ll. Many naval bases and ports, Taranto, Brindisi, Bari, Manfre-
donia, and numerous airfislds were twrmed over immediately

to the Allies and were initially protected by Italian troops
against the Jermans. Two Italian divisions and:minor contingents
assisted in the Allied military operations in Puglia and
contingents of the Italian Air Foree aided in the fighting done
there. All this facilitated the landing of more Allied trocps
and material at the time when it was so decisive.

12, In the Salento peninsula the PICENO and LEGHAND divisions
vigorously fought from the very first moment, alongside Allied
troops, participating with them in the first phase of advance
toward the Ofanto line until ordered to cease fighting by the
Allied High Command.
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This was already a substantial contribution to the Allied
cause,

"The second isportant feature arising out of the Armistice
with Ttaly" - declared Mr. Churchill - "is the situation in the
Balkans." In this region 30 Italian divisions not only ceased to
assist the Jerman occupation troops but began to fight against
them, for the purpose of defending important strategic positions
along the Adriatic coast in the hope that Allied landings would
be made there. By doing so,many divisions willingly lost the advan-
tage of an early retreat to the mountains. Some of these troops
succeeded even later in fighting their way through to the interior
and are still fighting at this moment, although littls or no aid
can be sent to them by the Italian Govermment. For instance:

1. The FINEROLO division, over 10,000 men from the
CASALE and FORLI' divislons, and minor contingents,
including the AOSTA Cavalry Regiment, fought againat
the Germans in Oreece and later joined the Croek
partisana. Over 2000 Alpine troops; belonging to the
VANFREDINTI Oroup fought thedr way to the mountains
of Epirus where they are still resisting the Cermans.
2+ The FERUGIA, FIRENIE and BRENNERO divisions fought
againgt the Germans in Albania. Later the whole of the
FIRENZE, part of the BRENNERD division and the MONFEHRRATO
Cavalry Regiment withdrew to the mountains where they
continued to fight.
3. The MARCHE, VENEZIA and TAURINENSE divisicns and

. various minor contingents fought the Jermans in Herse-
govina and Montenegro. The whole of the VENEZIA and
part of the TAURINENSE later fought their way to the
mountains where they joined the partisan forces of
Uarshal Tito.
L. The ACQUI division defended Corfu' and Cefalania
for fifteen days against overwhelming forces. The
Italian parriscn did not receive any supplies and naval
and air support, in spite of repeated demands by the
Italian High Command to be permitted to send Italian
ships and airplanes to help them. Only when it was
already too late did the Allied Military Mission suthorize
the sending of a few Ttalian mirplanes and torpedo-boats.
The Italisn garrison fought to the last. The few sur-
vivors, including the Cosmander, General Gandin, were
all executed by the Cermans,
5. The EMILTA division at Cattaro and the MARCHE at
Spalato, though wnsupported and not receiving any
supplies, fought the Germans as long as they could
and many of ficers were later executed. Part of these
divisions and also of the BERGAMO and 2 CELERE divisions
sucgseded in reaching the mountains where they joined
Tito's forces.
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6. The REGINA and CUNED divisions put up & strong
defense of the Aegean Islands in order to hold

them for the benefit of Allied landings. Wen the
Islands later fell to larger Cerman forces in spite
of Allied help mumerous Italian prisoners were
executed. As & result of his loyalty to the Italian
Government Aduiral Campioni, then Governor of the
Aegean Islands, was later executed by the Fascists
and Nagzis at Rome.

After the fall of Samo, the greatest part of the
CUNEQ succeeded in disengaging themselves from the
Oermans and reaching the Turkish mainland. They
are now in Palestine where they work for the Allies.
If given the opportunity, as asked by the Ttalian
Government, they would be only too glad to fight
again in Ttaly and thus avenge their comrades
treacherously executed by the Germans,

All of the foregoing fighting was done by the local commanders
and their troops on their om initiative and responsibility. It
shows beyond doubt that "the Ttalian people are sincerely and
paszionately resolved to drive the invaders from their soil."

later the Allied Command ordered that all operational activities
in the Ttalian peninsula by Italian troops were to ceass until the issuance
of new orders.

L lio less important is the part played by the eivilian pepu-
lation of Italy in driving the Germans out of several cities in

the South and in resisting them in the North, where for many woeks
countless villages end even comparatively large cities like Como
and Varese, just to name a few, kept the Germans away through the
couragecus efforts of their cltisens.

The heroic fighting that was deme by the civilian popula~
tion of Naples and its envirens will go down in history as one of
the most gloricus contributions made by the Italian people in their

L]
resolution "to drive the invader from their soil®, (me should bear
in =mind that these pecple had been subjected to about 120 air
bombardments by the Allied Adr Force, one of these taking place
after the signing of the armistice. Nevertheless, in spite of all
the suffering and terror that this population had undergone it
rose as one man to drive the hated German from its soil when the
moment of liberaticn was at hand. Let us not forget, also, that a

civilian population under international law has no right to engage
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in combat with or against either side of the armed forces, and by doing
80 it took its life into its own hands.

The press of the whole world has already reported how the
men, women and children of Maples fought the Nazis for five days,
violently, and to the death, with whatever weapons they could lay
their hands on in order to liberate their clty. Such acts as blow-
ing up Oerman tenks by hand grenades and improvised explosives not
only proves the undaunted heroism of these untrained elvilians, but
also caused such havoc and confusion amomg the Oerman forces that
they fled from the city. This precipitous flight prevented the Oermans
from carrying out their nefarious plans of wholesale destruction of
tha city to render it wninhabitable for the Allied troops. And they
did such a thorough job of it that when the Allied troops entered
laples there was not a German soldier remaining in the city, and the
Allied troops were greeted and welcomed at 11:;00 a.m. en Deotober 1,

1943 by two Italian patriots who had pone beyond the limits of the city
to meet them.

Vany of the citizens were killed and wounded in this struggle,
the details of which are vividly and accurately told in two booklets
which are enclosed, namely: "Napoli Contro 11 Terrore Nazigtan by Corrado
Barbagalle, one of Italy's outstanding historians, and "Venti Hornd di
Terrore" by Dott. Gennaro Capazsi.

Enclosed slso is a booklet entitled "La Cacciata dei Tedeschi
da Seafati" by Francesco Matrone, an inhabitant of Scafati, which is a
mnall industrial city on the river Sarmo between Naples and Salerno., It
describes in what manner a couragecus band of citimens aided the Allied
troops in preventing the Jermans from blowing up an important highway
bridge and in driving them cut of their city. lay we refer only to the
written testimonial of a British officer which appears on page 26 of the
booklet:

"This note is to say that the following peocple as-
sigted the British troops during the battle of Scafatd,
20 September 15L3. They were very helpful indeed
in guiding the troops down side streets and
mﬁi_rd in the town which helped to outwit the
This spontaneous and valorous aid by the civilians of
. REGRADED
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Seafatl was rendered by them despite the fact that on the nights of
September 13 and 15 this clty was heavily bombed by the Allies, causing
many victims among them, Although these ralds occurred after the pub=
lication of the Amistice our populace was determined to cust the Oermans.
Civilian resistance to German cccupaticn was VAry couragecus
also in the North., Comsidering that they were fighting seascned
and superior armed troops, the success obtained in mEny encounters
by these improvised bands of patriots ia truly remarkabls,
It must also be considered that fighting on such a large
scale by civilians in large cities has not taken place so far in
any part of TWestern Eurcpe during the present war.

1. At Turin the civilian population and especially
the industrisl workers fired on German troops at-
tacking the eity and resisted their advance through
sheer heroism, fighting from house to house. Casual-
ties were very high on both sides.

2. In all Lombardia, but especially at Milans and
Pavia, civilians fired on the advancing Oerman troops
and forced them to engage in combat before taking the
city.

3. Throughout the Emdlia region, civilians fired on
Jorman troops, with heavy casualties on both sides.
L. 1In Veneto, especislly at Venice, Trieste and Corizis
the civilian population toock arms from military de-
poaita and opposed Jerman cccupation.

5. At Lanciano (in the Abruzsi region) the whole
population fought the Germans. When reinforcements
arrived the Germans stormed the town and in reprisal
destroyed it completely with a heavy bombardment.

€. At Vemtefiorito (Abruszi) a band of civilians who
had attacked Jerman troops were killed to the last
man after prolonged combat.

These are only a few of the many episodes of civilian de-
fisnce and bravery which took place in the days immediately following
the proclamation of the Armistice. Others will be known later when,
after the liberation of Italy, people from the countless villages and
towns who desperately resisted the Oermans in those epic days and later
Joined the patriots' bands in the mountains will be able to glve a
full account of what actually took place.
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1 A very important contribution to the Allied cause was that
made by the Italisn Fleet, which not only faithfully executed the
torms of the Armistice but went quite beyond them by becoming an
active cobelligerent of the Allied Fleet. Practically the whole
of the Italian Fleet followed the instructions of the Royal TJovern-
ment. From its firet days it fought and is still fighting the
Germans. Even the punboat ERTTHEA which at the time of the pub=
lication of the Armistice was in a Japanese port, suceeeded in es—
caping from the inland sea of Japan to Ceylon - an unprecedented
Teat which clearly showed an unflinching determination to fight the
COMmON enemy,
In his interview of September 13, 1543 Gen. Eisenhower

stated:

"If the conditions of the armistice gave to the

Allies nothing more of an effective nature beyond

the contrel of the Italian Fleet, this fact alonas

Justifies it... Only light naval forces are now

needed in the Vediterranean.®

This was recognised frankly by Prime Uinister Churchill

(House of Commons, September 21, 1943):

"Fractically the whole of the Italian Navy and

many many merchant ships and many submarines

have under conditions of great risk strictly

exacuted the conditions of the Armistice and

made their way to Malta or other ports under

Eritish control. This event has decisiv
altered the naval Talances of the world,

There was no obligation under the Armistice for our Hawvy
mmrmturu-mnmummmm. but this was
willingly and spontanecusly done from the very first moment by the
Italian Navy.

For instance:

1. There were encounters betwsen the Ttalian Navy

and the Germans in the Tyrrencan Sea in which the
35,000 ton battleship ROMA was lost. Oerman losses
were also very severe in these encounters.

2. Near Oorgona Island Ttalian patrol boats attacked
a group of Jerman torpedo-boats inflieting upen them
sevare losses and damage.

3+ In the waters of Portoferraio the Ttalian corvettes
FOLAOA, APE and CORMORANO attacked Oerman units

which were forced to escape.
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Ls MNear pAjaceio (Corsica) the Italian escort-boat
ALISEC attacked a group of Oerman torpedo-boats;
ginking . Italian destroyers took part in the
fight in Bastia harbour.

5. At Piosbine a coastal defense Battery fired on
German torpedo-boats and sank two,

On September 3, 1543 very few airplanes were still left to
the Italian Air Force. These immediately took part in attacking
German troops retreating from the Salento peninsula, end later on
September 17, Italian bombers attacked Jerman naval units &t Bocche
di Bonifacio.

From September 18 up to the fall of Corfu and Cefalonia the
Italian air force made a gallant attespt o assist the Italian garri-
gson there. Fighters and pursuit planes engapged in strafing ardanti-
personnel bembing actions. Three Jerman planes were destroyed in com-
bat and some Italian personnel killed during these actions.

AGGRAVATION OF ARMISTICE TERMS

6s President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill at the time
of the Quebec Conference in the document supplementary to the clauses
of the short arzistice of September 3; 1943 had stated that:

"The conditions of the Armistice do not contemplate

the active assistance by Italy in the fight against

the Jermans, Thelir modification in favour of Italy

will depend upon the aid given by the poverrment

and people of Italy to the United Nations apainst

Jermamy during the rest of the war.®

The Ttalian Covernment had fadth that the importance of the
Italian contribution to the cause of freedom would be fully appreciated
by Allied leaders. Not only had Prime Minister Churchill made open
acknowledgment of it in his speech of September 21, 1543 quoted above,
but Marshal Badoglio had received from President Rocsevelt and Prime
Minister Churchill the following letter dated September 11, 194L3:
It has fallen to you in the hour of your

country's agony to take the first firm step to

win peace and freedom for the Italian people and

to win back for Italy an honourable place in the

eivilisation of Burope....The Jerman terror in

Italy will not last leng. They will be extirpated
from your land and you, by halping in this great
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surge of liberatien, will place yourself once more
among the important and long proved friends of
your country from whom you have been so wrongfully
estranged. Take every chance you can, strike hard
and strike home. Have faith in your future. A1l will
come well. Uarch forward with your American and
Eritish friends in the great world movement towards
freedom, justice and peage."
Te this message Uarshael Badoglio immediately answered:
"All that which is possible is and shall be done with
that same spirit and with that same tenacity that
we displayed together on the fields of battle in
Italy and France during the last great war..."
He also gave assurances that the Italian people
"who long, at the price of whatever sacrifices, for
the arrival of liberty and peace with justice,
shall not fail to do their duty courageously - thelir
fullest duty on this occasion. We shall not be
lacking in faith and we shall march together with
you, our Americen and British friends.n
While not asking or expecting for the time being the fulfill-
ment of the prosises contained in the Quebec document as to the modifica-
tion of the armistice terms in proportion to the aid already given by the
Italian Covernment and people to the United Nations against Oermany, on
the other hand the Itallan Government hoped there would not be an agEra-
vation of the armistice terms.
On September 27 larshal Badoglic went to Malta intending to
submit to OJen. Eisenhower plans as to the best use to be made of
Italian resources for the prosecution of the fight againat Germany. He
also expected to sign the political, economic and financial clavses of
the armistice in pursuance to Article 12 of the Armistice of September 3
which provided:
"Other conditions of a political, economic and finamcial naturs with
which Italy will be bound to comply will be transmitted at a future
date," At Malta Marshal Badoglic was pressnted instead with a wholly
different supplemental document containing not only 'conditions of a
political, econcmical and financial mature' but military conditions
as well, many of them much harsher than those of the original military
armistice of September Jrd. The reason he was given for the presentation
of this new document was that "it is convenlent that the terms of & mili-
tary nature and the said other conditions of a political, eccnomic and

financial nature should... be comprised ma:mtl but this was
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stated to be 'without prejudice to the continued validity of the Armistice
of September 3, 19L3.'"

Hot only this but the words "surrender” and ™unconditionally®
which did not appear in the armiastice of September 3Ird; were inserted in
the new document.

Though Marshal Badoglio felt that he was not bound, in law or
equity, by art, 12 of the Short Ammistice of September Ird to accept
this aggravating supplemental document, still he consented to sign
it in ordar to prove once more Italy's willingness to cooperats
with Allied desires and to be ranked beyond shadow of doubt om their
gide. However he objected to the words "surrender" and "unconditionallyw
which he considered "needlesaly injurious to the good name of the new
Italy and prejudicial, in my cpinion to the common cause which I most
firmly intended and do intend to uphold with every means at my disposal®,
General Eisenhower undertook to represent to the Allies governments
Yarshal Badoglio's wviewpoint.

When presenting the new aggravating Armistice terms to
Varshal Padoglio at Malta, General Elsenhower also urged the Italian
CGovernment* formally to declare war on (Jermany. As it has already
been shown the Italian Armed Forces and civilian population had not
walted for this supgestion to start fighting the Cermans. However,
the Italian Covernment felt that in view of its precarious situation
and limited control over so small a portion of the national territory
an early declaration of war was inopportune.

This, of course, was again asking the Italian Government
to go beyond the strict terms of the Armistice and do & positive
act againat the Jerman State. As a result of the Yalta Conference
the Italian Covernment declared war on Germany on October 13, 15L43.

Following upon his remonstrances to General Eisenhower,
en October 17, 1943 Uarshal Badoglio was informed by Gmneral Taylor
of the Allied Military Mission

"that the American, British and Soviet Covernments
have approved the amendments to the Document con-
taining the Long Armistice terms which you desired.

supplementary document in the form of a Protocol

UNCLAbaanb& w1l communicate 1t to Your Excellency for signa-
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On Movesber 9, Hﬂmmmmmm with this
Protocol in which however only the title had been changed. The words
taurrender® and "unconditionally®, not included in the Armistice of
September 3rd, still appearod in the new PFrotocol and had been merely
put in a different order, Moreover the offer of the Protocol was mads
conditional upon the acceptance by Italy of a new naval supplemental
agrosnent reconsidering matters previously settled and increasing
the burdens and obligations already assumed by Italy on September 23,
1543 in the agreement between the Italisn Navy Minister Admiral De
Courten and the Navy Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, Admiral Cunninghasm.

Marshal Badoglio once again consented to a further aggravation
of the terms of the Ammistice and the new naval supplemental agresment
was signed by Admiral De Courten on November 17, 15L3. At the same
time Marshal Badoglio asked for re-exa=mination of this smendment on
the basis of a modification proposed by him, but no action has yet
been taken on this.

On November 17, 1943 Marshal Badoglio wrote to President

Roosevelt a letter in which he said:

A «sThe Armistice signed by my order by Jeneral
Castellano on the 3rd of September did not contain
any clause that mentioned surrender on the part of
Italy. As you know,; the clauses wers mainly mili-
tary, I was told then that additional clauses,

but only of non-=ilitary nature, would bs presented

to me later. The 29th of September; when we had
already loyally carried out all the armistice con-
ditions and when the phase of actual collaboration had
already begun with the full approval of the Military
Mission, I was obliged to sign at Malta the additional
clauses which changed for the worse the conditions of
the armistice signed on Septesber 3rd and which carried
the title '"Unconditional surrender by Italy.!

Following my remonstrances, Jen, Elsenhower promised
to represent to the Allied governments the reascns for
my disagreement and to propose to them the deletion of
various phrases needlessly injurious to the good name of
the new Italy and prejudieial, in my opinion; to the
cormmon cause which I most firmly intended and do intend
to uphold with every means at =y disposal.

Neverthelsss, and in spite of the further develop-
ment from co-operation to co-belligerency and the assur-
ances given to =e, the document was returmed to me partly
corrected, but still containing the word 'surrender' which
did not exist in the first document. The same thing happened
with the naval clauses. Tha 2ird of September this last
question was discussed fully and at length botween Admiral
Cunningham and Admiral De Courten and a conclusleon was

mutually agreed upon.

-
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Yow, more than L0 days later, I have been presented
with a new amendment in which the promised and
announced deletion of the words which had brought
about my remonstrances was at last granted, but, at
the same time, the sigmature by the Allies has been
subordinated to our acceptance of a further naval
clause; which brings up once more a question which
had already been discussed and apgresd upen and
makes Ttaly's position considerably worse.

I have been obliged, I repeat; to sign this amend-
mant, which I hope however, Vr. Prealdent, you will
find a way of having re-examined on the baais of
the modification I proposed.
sessdrs President, I am taking the liberty of
writing to you directly, in the hope that you will
take into acoount the many serious and grievous
difficultios that the Italian nation is passing
through, the very firm intantion on my part and en
the part of my Government to fight on your side
against the common enemy, and to glve to the country
those fres democratic institutions which constituta
your strength, and in the hope that you will continue
to base your action toward us on those principles
of human justice of which you are certainly cne of the
greatest and most respected exponents in the world.®

If the chanpes in the Armistice terms were meant to glve to
Italy and its new povernment the fullest opportunity for the marshalling
of her forces and respurcea for the fight poing on for the liberation of
her land from the (Jermans, then the increased burdens she was asked to
assume would have been not only justified but pladly undertaken. But
the Armistice terms of Septesher 29, and the subsequent supplements and proto=
ool, especially consldering that they were strictly interpreted and applied
by the Allied Control Commission instead of aiding they impeded at every
turn almost all her efforts of collaboration that the Italian government
sought to bring to the aid of the Allies,

FORMATION AND ACTIVITIES OF THE ALLIED CONTROL

COMMISSTON
Ts On November 10, 1943, a few days after the Moscow Conference,
a statement was lssued by General Eisenhower announcing the formation
of the Allied Control Commission (A.C.C.).
"The Cosmission - stated Qen. Eisenhower - has control
of the =ilitary and economic activities of Italy as
anvisaged in the terms of the armistice, Ttaly has a

new role in the war. That role is to [ight the common
enemy - Oermany. The Allied Control Commission will
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see that all of Italy's sconomic resources and
man-power are utilized whers they can do the most
good in that fight...ssss The United Nations are
converting Italy into an affective instrument of
war against Jersany. They look to the Italian
Government to produce tangible results. By rally-
ing the entire peoples to a vigorous resistance to
the Dermans, the Jovernment of Italy may hasten
the redemption of its country and prove its value
to the United Nationa.!

Now Ttaly's new role in the war, i.e., to fight Germany,
had not been assumed in pursuance of the armistice terms or as a
result of the Moscow Conference or of other agreements with the Allled
Powers, but was a unilateral decision of the Ttalian Government follow-
ing the spontanscus rising of the people and armed forces of the country
after the publication of the armistice on September 8, 19L3.

So tha Allied Control Commission, set up under the Armistice
to supervise the execution of its terms, was now to become an agency
to help Ttaly in her new role in the war, a role = let us streass it
once more - that was not contemplated in the Ammistice and could hardly
be reconciled with the provisions of that document. In fact the
supplemental Armistice terms had been devised as a method of paralysing
an snemy by depriving him of any possibility of harming the Allied
Powers. However, now that Italy had becoms an active co-belligerent
in the common fight against Oermany, the Armistice and its supplements
in the manner they were applied become a paralyszing and restrictive
device, preventing Italy in a thousand ways from becoming "an effective
instrument of war against Cermany® and hampering the Ttalian Tovernment,
in spite of its efforts and good will, in its attempts “to produce
tangible results" and "to prove its value to the United Nations®.

Oen. Eisenhower had already stated in his lestter to Varshal
Badoglio of September 29, 1%L3: "It is fully recognised by the
Governments on whose behalf I am acting that these (Armistice) terms
are in some respects superseded by subsequent events and that several
of the clauses have becoms obsolescent or have already been put
into exeoution..sssss It is understood that the terma both of this
dooument (the Armistice of September 29) and of the Short Vilitary
Armistice of September jrd may be modified from time to time if
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military necessity or the extent of co-operation by the Italian
Government indicates this as desirable,”

Instead of these modifications, which military necessity
and the extent of Italian co-operation during the previous two
months indicated as clearly advissble, the A.C.C. was set up. The
name itself of the new agency was hardly a fortunate cholce and
did not tend to strengthen the Italian Government's prestige at
hope and abroad and to encourage the Italian psople. (Up to this
time thers had been in Italy only an "Allied Military Mission®,)

In the Italian language, at any rate, the word "control® does not
suggest guidance and co-operation toward a common goal, but rather
diffidence, distrust and above all a limitation instead of encourage-
ment to greater efforts.

As the A.C.C.'s authority is derived from the Armistice,
the A.C.C. started to apply its terms in the strictest way. What
was intended to be merely "a control of military and economic activi-
ties™ soon became increasing interference in all details of Ttalian
life, even in the political field. A Political Section of A.C.C.
was immedistely formed. The various sub-commissions of A.C.C.
began not only to control but to do things of their own often at
cross-purpose with each other. It is a well-known fact that bureau-
cratic agencies have a tendency to expand in order to justify their
existence and importance. This coming on top of regulations mads
by military authorities, practically independent of A.C.C., and by
A.M.0. officials, rendered impossible any initiative by the Italian
government to marshal the economic forces of the nation to increase
its war efforts against Oermany. Even in the provinces under Italian
administration any minor Allied official eould block and offset
measures adopted by the highest Italian authoritiss.

Though the beat relationship and co-operation always
axisted between the Chisf Commissioner (at first Ceneral Joyce and
later Jen. UacFarlane) and Marshal Badoglio and though scme of
the A.C.C. personnel were efficient, able, approaching their unigue
task in the right spirit, others were inexperienced in and un-
acquainted with the nature of thelr joh. Others found themselves
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suddenly given enormous authority over millions of people in a
strange country in the midst of a complete disorganization of
socinl and economic life. Whenever the hoped-for results

were not reached by their decisions, made without appropriate
Imowledge of the conditions of a country and its people whose
habits and traditions date back more than two thousand years

and who moreover were just passing through one of the most diffi-
cult crises of their history, the tendency was to blame the
Italian people as being lagy, incompetent and inefficient, while
the whole world kmows, as evidenced in the United States, that
Italian ingenuity and industry have contributed everywhere to the
enrichment of the human race.

The danger of all this and its disastrous consequences
for Italy and for the Allied cause were clearly recopnized by
the Advisory Council for Itely which as early as last December
rocormended restitution to the Italian Government of the provinces
under A.¥.0. A5 & result of this recommendation, A.C.C. con-
sented to narrow the gone of A.M.0. ectivity and on February 11,
154k the Italian Government resumed authority over the liberated
provinces, though not over Naples and the important region around
it which is still under A.K.0.

Aestoration of Italian authority over the "unoccupied
territory" was however made subject to ter=ms and conditions so
restrictive in character that in actual practice the Italisn
Government was still deprived of any real authority. In addition
to rights reserved on account of military exigencies, Allied
authorities reserved, among others, the follewing rights which
larshal Sadoglio was compelled to accept without any of the amend-
ments he proposed having been accepted.

"T. Any official in the '"Unoccupied Territory!
previcualy appointed by the AMI) may only be re-
moved by the Italian Oovernment with the consent
of the Allied Commander-in-Chief."

"8. The right to requisition private and public
property and services."

"3. The right to reocccupy the whole or any part of
the 'Unoccupied Territory' at any time or take such
steps or exercise such other powers in any part of

such territory as may from time to time be deemed
necessary for the prosecution of the war."
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"10. The rj.ml to import and export and to control

and supervise the distribution to the civilisn
population of such eivilian suppliss as the Allied
Forces may deternine...."
711, The right to engage in such operations and
import and export such military and other supplies
or property of any nature as may be deemed neces-
sary for the proper prosecution of the War....."
It might be emphasized that the Allied suthori-
ties have the right to exercise any of these
powers, and do exercise them without the approval
or consent of or even without first consulting
the Italian Covermment.

1, All expenses and costs arising from the mainte-
nance of Allied troops or other personnel within

the '"Unoccupied Territory' will be chargeable to

the Italian Government as a part of the costs of
occupation.”

In this connection it might be pointed cut that while the
Armistice terms do not provide that the costs of cecupation and of
military operations in Italy be charged to the Italian Oovernment,
there is a clause prescribing that Italy sheall furnish to the United
Kations all Ttalian currency they may request and that it shall redeem
with Italian money all currency emitted in Ttalian territory by the
United Nations during occupation. The whole situation, which sc seriously
hampers Italisn efforts toward economic recovery and greater participa-
tion in the war, should be re-examined in the light of subsequent events
and of Italian co-operation with the United Hations.

The Italian Oovernment was also asked to pass and publish
before the date of restoration of the cooupled provinces, several
decrees and proclamations the text of which was indicated by Allied
authorities. They included:

a) "A Decree stabilizing wage rates, maxirm= prices and

charges for services; maximm quantities of grain to be held by
anyone, as sxisting at the date of restoration and pending the
future policy being agreed upon between us."

b) "A Decree ..es providing for the establishment of Allied
Uilitary Courts to try offenses entailing any hostile act against
tha Allied Forces and empowering any member of the Allied Forces
to arrest eny Italian person whom such member had reasonable
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grounds for belleving is concerned in such act...."

These reservations were couched in such general terms
and they were so loosely interpreted by Allied suthorities that in
reality restoration was little more than an empty word, Local
A:C.C. officials extended thelr control over the smallest details,
g0 that thelr activities should be construed as being direct
manapement. There is also a definite tendency on thelr part to
continue using the same powers as they previously enjoyed under
A0 evan after the "noccupied Territory® was returned to Italian
administration and also to extend these powers to those four pro-
vinces which have always been under the unrestricted administration
of the Italian Covermment, Bari; Lecce; Taranto and Rrindisi,

In his announcement of February 10, 19kl at the moment
of restoration the Commander-in-Chief; Oeneral Maitland Wilson,
said: "According to the terms of the Armistice, the A.C.C. will
continue to insure the effective use of Italisn resources in the
common war.® Let us examine briefly what the A.C.C. has done to
increase Italian war effort in the military, economic and political

fields.

MOBILIZATION OF ITALTAN WAR EFFCRT ABROAD

8. An extremaly important factor in the Italian war effort
against Jermany would have been the contribution that the 10 millions
of Italians who live abroad could give, From the very first moment
the Italian goverrment attempted to mobilize them againat Germany
and to off-get the effect of (Jerman and Fasclst propaganda fed to
them.

The Italian agency in charge of that problem, the Ministry
of Forelgn Affairs; 1s above any suspicion of the Allied Authorities.
From the first announcement of the Armistice all the Italian diplomats
without excepticn in neutral countries and almost all those in Jerman-
occupied countries, excepting & few non-carser functionaries appointed
because of Fascist influence, declared themselves loyal to the Hew
Italian Government. By taking this stand they not only exposed them-
selves to cruel treatment (especially the diplomes at Shanghai and in

REGRADE L
g UNCLASSIFie D



Japan who have been deprived of their diplomatic privileges and are
now brutally mistreated by the Japanese), but they also exposed to danger
and to reprisals their families who remained in Ttaly still in Cerman
hands. A decres issued on October 1k, 19L3 by the Fascist gpovernment
and widely publicized, established severe measures to be taken against
all officials loyal to the Royal Government and even against their
families.

All the employees now in the service of the Ministry
of Forelgn Affairs in liberated Italy escaped from Rome, cross-
ing the battle lines at great risk to their lives, and compelled
to leave behind their families about whom they have since received
no information. One member of the diplomatic service escaped from
France after having had many dangercus adventures, another escaped
from Belpium, a third from Denmark - all eluding the German authorities
who were in constant pursuit. Flights of this kind from Cermsn-
accupled tar:_':l.tori.nu show clearly the anti-Jerman feeling of the
Italian pecple, in all its social classes including the Diplematic
Corps. Another diplemat, De Grenet, was executed at Home by the
Germans for participating in activities againet them.

In spite of all these happenings the Italian Government
was cut off from any communication with the outside world. Not
only were its commmnications direct with lts representatives
abroad eut off, but the messages sent through the Allied avthorities
took weeks before they arrived at thedr destination and in many
cases were arbitrarily held up or changed or even lost. Under
these conditions the field was left wide open to Fascist propaganda
especially in neutral countries like Argentina and Spain where our
activities could have been of great h&lp to the Allied cause in view
of the presence there of large Italian colonies. The revival of the
Stafani press agency, sc indispensable to enlighten the Italian
at home and especially abroad on what was happening was prohibited
by P.W.B. in accord with the A.C.C. On the other hand the Fascist
propaganda aided by Oermany had been very active from the very first
deys after the armistice and took advantage nf the slightest opportunity
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to belittle and disparage the Badoglic Jovernment in all its activities
and relations with the Allied authorities, accusing it of having be-
treyed Italy by signing the Armistice. Having been deprived of com-
munication with the outside world the Italian Government could do
nothing to present the truth to the Italian pecple abroad. Neverthaless
the Ttalian foreign representatives on their own initiative and with
fidelity to the common cause did their utzcst to neutralize a large
part of the Fascist activities but not as much as they could have other-
wise done.

Hot only the requests of the Italian government to establish
direct contact with its own representatives have been rafused, but
when the Swiss Oovernment, desirous of resuming radio commnications
with Italy, suggested last February the establishment of a regpular
service between Bern and Bari radio stations, the offer was turned down
by A.C.C. on security grounds, thoush some reasonable and security-proof
control could have been easily worked out.

Following a request by Fritish representatives, on lfarch 2,
19Lh the Italian Ambassador in Spain was instructed by us to deliver
to the Allies all wireless telegraph sets and radio-goniometers belonging
to the Italian Embassy and Consulates in Spain, This apparatus had been
previously sealed and entrusted to the Ambassader upon his perscnal
responsibility and nothing had justified in the meantime doubts about
his security. The same happened in Portugal and in other neutral
countries. With the actual transfer of both codes and wireless sets the
Italian Covernment went once more beyond the Armistice provisiocns.

As it was pointed out at the time to the A.C.C.y this continued
feeling of distrust, six months after the Armistice, was troly
discouraging.

It must be stressed in this comnection that all information
of a military nature in our hands both in Italy and abread was freely
put at the disposal of the Allies. At the risk of their lives and
though subjected by the Oermans to the most terrible reprisals on their
families in Yorthern Italy, Italian intelligence of ficers in neutral
countries rendered invaluable services to the Allies by riving them

REGRADED
* UNCLASSIFIED



full details about the Cerman l!lnm.g- organizations which they knew so

wall, This was also poing beyond the Armistice terms.

In spite of this unfailing cooperation the Italian Oovernment
would recelve continuous requests for the removal of many of ita officials
in neutral countries according to the particular desire of the local
Allied intellipence organization, though in many cases no evidence of
wrong=doing was given and though it felt on the contrary that these
people could be very useful to the common cause. However the Ttalian
Government always complied willingly with these requests as evidence of
its genuine desire to cooperate. Then repatriation of our officials
abroad is delayed for many menths and eventually when they are
permitted to return to Italy they are routed to Alglers where they
are detained indefinitely and submitted to humiliating interrogatories
as 1f they were enemy suspects. The former Italian Vice Consul in
Tangiers, a regular career diplomat, who had been recalled to Italy,
went to Gibraltar on his way home at the end of April. He has not
been heard of since, nor was the Italian Government advised of what
head prompted Allied authorities to take this unprecedented step. It
should be pointed out that he had a regular British wisa and therefore
was entitled to the same protection that even an enemy diplomat would
enjoy in similar circumstances. These incidenta become lnown in other
countries and result in great harm to our interest and to the Allied
cause since they induce undecided people to go to the side of the
Fasciats.

In this regard the transit of our officials to and from
abroad becomes increasingly more difficult rather than more expe-
ditioun.

The Allied authorities insist on financing our Missions
in neutral countries but in many cases financing could be arranged
by ourselves if freezing of Italian assets in those countries
were ramoved and the practice discontinued of requisitioning
remittances by Italian emigrants, paying the amount in A.M.G. Liras
and keeping the foreign currency. While taking advantage in every
way of Italisn assets abroad they have refused instead to advance
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gums for Italian diplomats interned in Japan, Oermany and countries
occupied by the enemy. These diplomats are in a very grave plipght
on account of their loyalty to the Hoyal Covernmant and to the Allied
cause, notwithstanding threats of all kinds by the Fascist and enemy
authorities.

In spite of all our efforts it has not been possible so
far to obtain the British puarantee asked by Turkey in order to
grant a visa to Iulﬁ diplomatic and other officials in Fumanis
and Bulgaria who are in constant danger of being handed over to
the Fascists and the Jermans because of their loyalty to the
Royal Government and to the Allies cause.

There is alsc a definite tendency to use the financing of
Italian Vissions abroad as a means of submitting them to the atrictest
control and interference not in the interest of the common cause.

A typieal instance of the way in which undue pressure is
brought to bear on our representatives abroad was the action of
the British Embassy in Lisbon concerning some Italian merchant
ships in Portuguese ports. The use of ships of the Italian Merchant
Havy was repulated by the Apreement betwsen Adm. De Courten and Adnm.
Cunningham, embodied in a British Vemorandum of September 19,
19L3. Contrary to the provisions of this agreement, the British
Embassy in Lisbon prevailed upon our representatives in Portugal,
to place British crews on board the Ttalian tankers Taigete and
Arcola at Cabo Verde. This was accomplished by holding up and
not delivering to our representatives our instructions against such
substitution of crews. COur representative in Lisbon had loyally co-
operated in overcoming the obstacles planted by the Portupuess Oovern—
ment who at first did not want to release those ships because of claims
it said it had against Ttaly and we had to satisfy those claims before
the Portuguese Government would release them to us. The fact that
Italian merchant ships are taking part in the common fight with crews
and under a flag other than Italian, contrary to the terms stated in
the De Courten-Cunningham agreement is demoraliszing to the morale of the
Italian Merchant Mavy, the crews of which are particularly idle today tut

- REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

-



want to play their full part in the efforts and sacrifices napded "o drive
the invader from their soil", to share in Italian ships the same risks
that other crews of the lMerchant Flesets of the United Nations are running.
But our repeatsd offers to use Italian crews for Allied purposes have not
besn always accepted so far.

We have made offers to resume activities of the IATI and ALA
ITALIANA airlines between Southern Italy and Spain and Portugal., This
would represent a valuable addition to the existing Allied air transport
network in the Mediterranean. Allied control over these lines could have
been easily arranged. By resuming operations valuable field rights,
equipment and persomnel both in Spain and Portugal, at present forced
to be idle, would have been used to ease strained Allied alr transport
facilities in the Mediterranean., We could have made an important con-
tribution to the common cause. In response to our continued offers,
which were always turned down, we were recently told that this material
should be put at the disposal of the Mediterranean Adr Transport
Service at Gibraltar. This we consented to do, though it meant malking
a most inadequate use of our possibilities as most of the equipment and
the field rights cannot be transferred to Gibraltar. It is to be feared
that the Oermans, through their Fascist friends, will try to pget control
of and use these facilities. The best solution would have been to resume
oparations between Italy and the Spanish peninsula under Allied control.
By facilitating more frequent contacts between our government and the
Spanish peninsula would have emabled us to frustrate Jerman efforts to
utilize Italian economical resources in Spain.

It would have been to the advancement of the Allied cause
to have enabled us quickly and under proper safepuards to have removed
from the Allied black list those Ttalian citizens and firms that had
no business relations with the enemy or with Northern Italy. It
happens that by pursuing such a restrictive policy against us the Italian
firms and the citizens remaining faithful to the Italian goverrment have
bean boycotted by the Oermans and the Fasclsts but not removed from the
Allied black 1ist, Thus they find themselves in a positlion much inferior
to those who collaborate with the OJormans in the commerclal field.
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This is not only a moral injustice but it prevents our government
from using a most potent weapen in combatting the economic penetration
of the Oermans in countries like Spain where our interests are con-
siderable and could have been a means of our making an important con-
tribution to the common cause.

For many months we have been asking permission to send a
new Ambassador to Argentina where for a long time we have had enly
a Charge' diiffaires. A new A=bassador could handle our affairs
in a manner so such more favorable to the Allied cause in Argentina
where there is a very larpge and powerful Italian colony but which now
is divided and disunited becauss of lack of proper guidance.

After our repeated requests had elicited no answar for
several months, in February last the Italisn Ministry of Foreim
Affairs was informed by the A.C.C. that repatriation of all foreigm
service officials and esployees captured or interned in the course of
this war, would take place in the near future. Thoush we are in great
need of such personnel, up to now not one such employee has been per-
mitted to return to Italy.

De Among those who have suffered from the consequences of

Fascist errors are many Ttalians who at the baginning of the ﬂ.‘l.‘ were
living in warious Allied countries. Through no fault of thelr owm, be-
caunse of the mere fact that they were Italian ecitizems, though very often
they lived abroad because they had opposed Fascism without however be-
coming politically prominent, they were interned. These measures were
understandable during the first days but later the United States Covern-
ment recognizing the virtue and loyalty of these Italisn nationals re-
stored them to full and equal rights with a few and very minor exceptions.
This act of faith in our people was greatly appreciated in all of Italy.
But in other countries things were much different. Not only are

large numbers kept in internment camps but in Egypt, contrary to
intemational law, properties of Italian internees have been con-
fiscated or sold at auctiom. More than six months have elapsed
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since the Italian government first requested suspension of all auction
sales and other confiscatory measures against Italian property in
Egypt; but no answer has yet been recelved.

With over 5000 famlly wage-carmers still interned and
their properties sold at awction at ridiculous prices, what once was
& prosperous and industrious coleny of 65,000 Italians has now becoms
impoverished and destlitute. As a result misery and prostitution are
widespread.

Attempts by the Italian government to obtain information
through A.C.C. as to the nmumber and condition of Italian civil
internees in the British Empire and other ecountries have so far
gone unheeded. lot even when, as in Australia; favorable measures
were passed, was the Italian povernment informed about them in
spite of its repeated inqguiries. Nor is the Ttalian povernment
in a positicn to fumish to thelr anxious families any information
concerning the treatment accorded to thelir relatives, who for
years now have been languishing in concentration ca=ps. German and
Fascist propaganda is exploiting the situation by spreading all
kinds of reports which the Italian government cannot counteract
by making knowm the real facta.

Among Ttalian internees there are also wompn, children,
old people, invalids and even some missionaries. For several of
these repatriation was pending at the time of the Amistice in
pursuance of apgreements reached under international law. As a re-
sult of the Armistice repatriation was suspended and they are still
interned.

There are today sufficient facts on hand to warrant a
thorough re-examination of the complex question of Italian eivil
internees in Allied countries. It would be desirable and advisable
to have the internees assume their share in that tatal cooperation
which the Italian pecples offer to the United Nations.

There are in the varlous concentration camps people who
aince the Armistice have been able to forward applicaticons for
voluntary enrcllment to fight the common Jerman ememy. Thers are
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officers and crews of Italian merchant ships interned in the United
States and in other countries even before war was declared; these
could be used to man Allied ships at a time when the United Hations
are so short of such persomnel. The excellence of Italian merchant
marine personnel is recognized all over the world, There are offlclals
of the State Railways and other semi-povernmental agencies whose work
would be particularly useful in this moment to increase Italian war
affort. There are banking employees, professors and many technicians
whose activity iz also indispensable and would substantially aid the
COmmOn CAuSS.

The enthusiasm of all these people at the news of Ttalian
declaration of war on Jermany, gradually cooled down whem nothing
was done to employ them. The Ttalian government is anxious to
cooperate to the fullest extent in finding a just solution to these
problems and hopes that its pleas will not continue to fall on deaf

eArs.
ATTEVPTS TO NIPROVE TTALY'S REIATIONS WITH THE
THITED STATES
10. Hot only in its administrative functions is the Ttalisn

Ministry of Foreign Affairs controlled and limited, but alse Ttalisn
efforts to smeliorate the relations between the Italian povernment
and the United Nations are not looked upon with favor by the A.C.C.,
even when the purpose was that of creating an atmeosphere more helpful
in the prosecution of the common cause.

On December 17, 1943 Marshal Badoglio wrote a letter to
Gen. Joyoe, then Deputy President of A.C.C., that the Council of
Vinisters had unanimously passed a resolution of adherence by
Italy to the Atlantic Charter. Recognizing that the Atlantic Charter
was not a treaty but a declaration of prineiples Marshal Badoglio
desired to make kmown Italy's decision to the American and English
gpovernments and asked for instructions on the procedure his government
would have to follow in order to declare its adherence to the prin-
ciples so nobly expressed in the Charter. o answer has yet been
recelved to that letter.

On the occasion of the first meetdng in Italy of the
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widvisory Council for Iulyﬂm result of the Moscow Conference,
Marshal Badoglio in a letter of December 2, 1943 wrote to Jeneral Joyoe:
"It is therefore superflucus that I repeat apgain what an open and natural
disillusion would be felt by Italian public opinion should it become

aware that the committee expressly set up to examine Ttalisn affairs would
meot in the same city which is the seat of the Italian povermment and
would begin its labours with our aebsolute exclusion from its mesbership.
It is on this mccount; my dear General; that I say I would be more than
grateful to you if you would use your good offices and your influence to
permit the attendance under whatever title you would consider proper of an
Italian member. FPersonally I beliewe that the capacity of 'cbserver' would
be sufficient for the present time."

Having received no faverable reply Marshal Badoplio on February 26,
1343 wrote again to the Deputy President of A.C.C., now General MacFarlane,
asking again that Ttaly be represented on the Advisory Council for Italy
which, he said, "whatever its attributes, concerns itself exclusively with
Italian affairs and as such would be strengthened by our participation; and
if puch participation would bring sbout some changes in the policies of the
Council I hold that such changes would be only for the better in that they
would enlarge its purposes and possibilities smong them being our centribution
towards the pacification of the Mediterranean peoples, and which would be to
our common good.!

Up until today no decision has been received on the guestion
of permitting Italy to participate in some form on the "Advisory Coumnedl
for Italy",

(n February 2, 1944 the Italian government requested the American
Representative of the Political Section of A.C.C. to transmit a letter ad-
dressed to lir. Carter Ooodrich, President of the International Labor Office
and the U.8.A. representative of that organization, containing the official
application by the Ttalian government to be readmitted in the I.L.0. of which
Italy was one of the founders but which Fascism had ceused it to sbandon.
lio answer has been yet recelved.

If according to the declarations of the Moscow Conference Q)
it is desired to destroy the Fasclst structure within the country, c?“?
it 1s equally necessary to repair all the harm that the errors of ‘Q‘@Gy
Fascism have created in the international field. Tt is essentinl Qé
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that Italy break the chains of isolation that had separated Italy
frem sister natione and take again her proper role in those inter-
national organigations which prepare the maldng of a better world in
which shall triusph the "four freedoms®,
The Italian people heartily share President Hoosevelt's
statement of January lst, 1943 that: "In this as in no previous
war men are conscious of the supreme necessity of plamning what is
to come after - and of carrying forward into peace the common effort
which will have brought them vietory in the war. They have come to
see that the maintenance and safepuarding of peace is the most vital
gingle necessity in the lives of each and all of us.®
All these events and many more show how unsatisfactory
have been the relaticns between the Italian government and the
Mlied government through the intermediary of the A.C.C. and how
their common interests were not served.
Hot only our requests for the re-establishment of direct
relations, in whatever form, between the Itelian povernsent and
the American and BEnglish governments were not granted, but shen
there was concluded between Italy and the U.5.5.%. mn aceord for
the re-establishment of diplesatie relations, Marshal Badoglio
received fron Oen. MacFarlane the following Memorandum, dated
March 25, 194k
"1 have been instructed by the Supreme Allied
Commandar as Fresident of the Allied Control
Commission to inform you that the Italian Govern-
ment is not entitled to enter inte any arrangement
with any foreign power, whether Allied or noutral,
without the consent of the Supreme Allied Commander,
which should be sought threugh the Control Commission.
Quite spart from any inherent rights established by
the Armistice agreements with Italy, the Commander-
in-Chisf of occupying Forces enjoys a general right
on grounds of military security to control relations
between the Italian Covernment and all other countries.”
This unprecedented statement, more than six months after
the Armistice, instead of being that modification of the Armistice
terms in proportion to the cooperation given by the Italian government
8o often repeated contained a wholly new demand, aggravating the Armictice
terms, since for the first time there it mentioned "a general right on
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grounds of military security to unnf.ru:l.r relations between the Italian
OJovernment and all other countries”, not only neutral but even Alliled.

To this blunt note Narshal Badoglio replies in a moderate
tone; expressing the hope of overcoming all the difficulties and of
bringing about at last a more trustful spirit of collaberation between
Italy and the Allied Powers. Answering to Jen. MacFarlane on March 29,
19Ll Marshal Badoglio wrote:

T do not believe at all; my dear General; that the
conditions of the Armistice, hard as they may be,
contain anything that precludes the making of an
t with neutral or Allied Fowers. And nedther

do I believe that 'the general right of the Supreme
Commander on grounds of military security' justifies
any interference on your part unless such reasons of
security are definite and indisputable facta.

We are faced then; as always, by an ulterior and ar-
bitrary aggravation of the conditions of the Armistice,
or; in its most favorable aspect, with an interpretation
always more restrictive and less liberal of its clauses.
All this is not justified either by my owm attitude nor
by that of my government towards the Allied Fowers, nor,
in particular by the recent initlative of the Soviets
which caused you to write your memorandum of Karch 25th.
This is and remains an initiative of friendliness towards
Italy which I could not; and if I could, should not have
declined. Now I would like to tell you very sincerely
thet this system and these metheds exactly are the equi-
valent to o slow and progressive process of asphyxiation.
The Allied Administration does not in fact limit itself
to the mere supervision of administrative and povernmental
activities; but interferes in the most minute particulars
of the 1ife of the country and makes decisions in the
most categorical and mandatery manner. Thus it is that
I and my Oovernment are reduced simply to the lewvel of
more instruments and executors of the Allied decisions,
yet at the same time madntaining before the country
all the responsibilities of acts and deeds in whose
formulation we have had no part whatever.

lio government, no matter how formed, can maintain it-
gaelf for long under these progressively hu=iliating and,
above all, sterile limitations. And it perhaps would be
a more sincere and above board position, I shall not say
a better state of things, that the Allied Administration;
if it really wants to govorn the country, should decide
to govern it directly and not through an intarmediary.

I do not believe - even though there are moments when
I have my doubts - that this is vhat you really want.
Thus, I would like to say to you, my dear Ceneral; with
the greatest of loyalty and friendship, that, in order
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to avold the arising of disturbing situations during this
troublesome period, it would be human and wise that the Allies
in the interest of the common cause initiate a policy that ia

really and finally reconstructive.

Tou know, for exssple, that the word 'co-belliperency' is
today an espty word for it leans entirely on the armistice.
You kmow that many of the clauses of the armistice of the 3ird
and 29th of Septeaber should be considered wvoid, whether be-
cauge they have been fully executed or because they are
materially imposeible of execution, or substituted by other

agreaments eto.
How I ask myself and I ask you if this would not be an

opportune moment, as I fimly believe it is, for us and for all
that these documents be substituted by a new ocne in which all
the clauses which have become vold were climinated and which
would define in a more precise manner our state of co-belligerency
in the light of our most loyal collaboration for the past six
months; in other words bring up to date the Italian inter-
notional situation so that it conforms to the real facts of

I do not believe that I em asking for the impossible."

Among other things for many months now many of the countries
of South America have expressed the desire that their relations with
Italy would soon become normal, which would have helped in defining
the position of Ttalian citizens there interned and subiected to all
manner of restrictions since they are still considered ememy aliens.

It hes been impossible up to now to realize this poal on account of
the restrictive attitude of the Allied Control Commission.

If it is desired to improve relations between Italy and the United
lations after more than eight months of co-belligerency it would seem
necessary to permit her to re-establish such relations direct rather
than through the channels of A.C.C., and by following the precept so
realistically adopted by Russia, which act has won the sympathy of all
of the Italian pecple, whe are waiting anxiously for a similar gesture

of good-will from the United States and the other United Nations.

ATTENPTS 70 IMPROVE THE ECONCMIC SITUATION AS A MEANS

—

One of the prerequisites of increasing the Italian war effort
obvicusly consists in healing and re-organizing the economy of the
country, which was upset by the war and by the events that have taken

place since the Armistice. It is impossible to meet the necessities
of war if the econcmic life of the nation is disorgenized. Following
are some of the consequences brought on by Allied occupation that have
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prevented Italy from making a ! contribution to the Allied war

effort,

11. Currency and price level constitute for Italy the main
and most acute problem in the financial and economic field. The two
phenomena are linked together. The Italian government has repeatedly
expressed to Allied authorities its opinion that the present
exchange rate (1 U.8, Dollar = 100 Iiras as against 1 U. 5. Dollar
® 19 Liras at the time the Armistice was signed) is one of the

main factors of the dislocation of Italy's economic life and finan-
clal organization and more than anything else 1s responsible for
having fostered inflation after the Armistice. A result that at
the time had been correctly forecast by the Eritish finsncial press

(Financial Times and Financial News) which pointed out that the rate

had been fixed on the basis of conditions prevailing on the black
market. To apply the same evaluation of the black market (which in
itself was very limited) to the whole economy of the country could
only lead to the most disastrous consequences.

The Allied Forces are pouring enormous quantities of
currency into eclreulation with an increasing flow and at the above
rate of exchange, this inflow of currency expressed in Liras riges
to fipures of such magnitude as to have an overwhalming inflationary
effect, Up to the end of March 15LL approximately 12 billien
A.¥.3. Liras have been put into eirculation. Considering that both
Ttalian and American experts now agree that the Italian currency in
circulation in the liberated territory at the time of the Amistice
smounted to sbout 13 to 1 billieon Liras and that no new Italian
currency has been issued since in liberated Italy because the cur-
rency printings works are all in the hands of the Cermans, it is
exclusively the inflow of A.K.0. Liras that has almost doubled the
circulation in about 7 months.

The utmost care has bean taken by the Ttalian povermment
to withdraw from circulation as much currency as possible, By re-
storing the confidence of the public the following results have been
obtained: the deposits with the "Banca d'Italia™ show an incroase

.
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of L,210,429,000 Liras in :m'.y three months from January lst to

March 3lst, 1944. During the same pericd the cne-year Treasury
Bonds sold exceeded by 1,615,000,000 Liras the total of reimburse-
mants of the same class of Bonds. Deposits of Fostal Savings, of
Postal Current accounts and of Postal Savings Bonds show also an
increase as compared to reimbursements. The most conservative
economic policy has been enforced and through the "Banca d'Italia®
private Banks are strictly controlled in order that they should
not =ake available any finance whatsoever for operations of & specu-
lative character or which might lead to hoarding. Every care and
financial help is devoted exclusively to foster production.

All this goes to show that also in the financisl field
Ttaly "has truly shouldered the burden of her responsibility". But
inflation, fostered by the present rate of exchange, is making the
burden so increasingly heavier that Italian efforts are to a great
axtent nullified. At an early stage of the war the United States
found out that inflation and unrestricted rises in price levels
were a menace to the Nation's war effort. In his Budget message to
Congress of Jamuary 6, 1943 President Hoosevelt stated: "Economic
stabilization for all groups - not for just the other lellow - is
the only policy consistant with the requirements of total Wars..ss
linder war conditions a rise in profite, wages, and farm incomes
unfortunately does not increase the supply of poodsfor civilians;
it merely invites the bidding up of prices of scarce commoditiea”.
This is exactly what is taking place in Italy. Though the Italian
Government has done all it could to prevent a rise in profits, wages
and farm incomes, their afforts were of little or no avail in view
of the present rate of exchange which gives to the purchasing power
of the Allied Forces a monetary value which continually upsets the
economy of the country.

Allied Forces are at present supplied with an excesaive
amount of Iiras. In spending their money they pay it out on the
basis of what cne Dollar has meant to them all their life and not
on the basis of what 100 Iiras have meant to the Italians. In
Keaples, still under A.M.J. control, inflation is at its worst on
account of the presence of so many Allied troops. If the rate of
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exchange were ﬂdmudinﬂv!ﬂﬂuﬁnthh would not lessen the

real purchasing power of Allied troops, but would simply lower the
lavel of prices by taking sway from Allied troops an almost unlimited
capacity for "bidding up prices of scarce commodities™. This has
already happened in North Africa when the rate of exchange of the
Franc was reduced. Soldiers became suddenly aware that they should
not throw their money away and began to bargain. Hoarders became
suddenly aware that the market could fluctuate both ways and were
more ready to sell.

A% present, however, the middle and lower classes of 1lib-
erated Italy, axcept for the comparatively few individuals (mostly
shopkespers and restaurant owners) who dabble in black market and
other dubious activities, "are getting it in the neck" - as was
pointed out some time ago by an impartisl witness to an American mem-
ber of A.C.C. = "when they have besn reduced to misery one shall have
destroyed those intellectual and moral walues that take such longer to
rebuild than the industrial districts of the city and those other sec-
tions that have been singled out by the bombs. It is a very serious
situation and some people with whom I talked, frankly admitted that
it made them nearly regret the past with all its drawbacks: this is
a dangerous state of mind that is apt to grow should not something
ba done to the contrary."

The situation is rendered even more difficult becanse the
Allied authorities have blocked almost all the available merchan-
dise. This makes impossible the exchange of consumers' goods which is
20 necessary in the re-establishment of the country's economy and
for the best utilisation of the existent resources, and this would
make it less necessary to import goods acroas the seas. The blocking
of merchandise prevents the stabilization of prices in relation to
changed monetary conditions and facilitates in this way the expansion
of the black market. Only by permitting a greater sutonomy of action
to the Italian government shall it be possible to ameliorate this
dangerous state of affairs.

The situation is becoming such that on April 22, 19LL it
was broadcasted by P.W.D. (the Allied agency managing all preas,

radio and other similar activitiea) that "the anti-fascist Committee of
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Sardinis advocates a separate monetary system for Sardinia." This
is due to the fact that in Sardinia (notwithatanding the prosence
of about 200,000 Italian soldiers against a total population of
about 1,000,000 inhabitants) prices are on the average one-third
te one-half of what they are on the mainland, 1In Sardinia there
are only sbout 10,000 Allied soldiers, all of the Air Force.

In view of the coming liberation of Fome and other parts
of Jerman-occupled Italy, where prices are still on the average
one-half or less of what they are in liberated Italy, it is essen-
tial and urgent that the rate of exchange bo fixed at 50 liras = 1
U. 8. Dollar.

On September 29, 1943 during the discussion of the additional
Armistice conditions, Cen. B. Smith, Chief of Gen., Eisenhower's Staff,
told Marshal Badoplio that after Ttaly would have declarsd war on
Oermany and would have thus become a co-belligerent, the rate of
exchange between Lira, U. 5. Dollar and British Pound would be
revised. In his reply to the letter of September 23, 1943 in which
the King of Ttaly had also asked for a reviasion of the exchange rate,
President foosevelt wrote: "Consideration is mow being given in
consultation with our Allies to the exchange rate for the Lira."

Though the present rate of exchange was severely criticiszed
by financial experts both in the United States and Oreat Britain,
no practical steps have been taken so far to implement Gen. Smith's
assurances.

12, Nothing of what 15 said above is meant to underrate tha
importance of the other eloments of the economic situation, especinlly
the scarcity of food and essential commodities, lack and disruption
of all transport, unrestricted requisitioning of industrial plants,
homes, material and means of transportation.

The food preblem is of primary importance also in regard
to inflation. When the Italian population will be in a poaition
actually to rely on a ratlon of essential foodstuffs sufficient to
constitute a reasonable basis for livelihood and only when this
ration can be obtained without recourse to the black market will the

pressure relax that now is being exerted, sspecially by the population
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of the cities and towms, in & vain effort to secure essentisl food-
stuffs such as bread, olive oil, fats, etc. thus inflating prices
all arpund,

The provisions adopted by the Allied authoritiss to find
solution of the food problem do mot always produce the results
desired. For example, it happened that contrary to all assurances the
potatoes that were shipped for seeding were infected with a cancerous
disease. In Sieily the planting of these potatoes resulted in a loss
of 95 to 982 of the crop on account of the prevalence of this disease.
Then to this direct loss of crop must be added the future losses
brought about by the fact that for several years the infected ground
cannot be used for potato planting. The seed potatoss to be shipped
to ITtaly should be subjected to a rigorous pathological sxamination
before shipping in accordance to the practice followed in the past
in pursuance to international agreements which required the issuance
of a certificate of immunity from infection by competent authorities.

The re-opening of commercial fishing which would power—
fully contribute to ease the food problem, has been obstructed by
the fact that the Allied suthorities require the issuance of two
certificates, one by the Naval Office for permiesion to enter the
port and docking of the boat, the other by the local Allied muthori-
ties piving permission to do the fishing. To facilitate the busi-
ness of fishing the second certificate should be abolished since
the fishing licenses have always been issued by the Italian govern-
ment through the Royal Port Authorities. Permission should also be
granted to do night fishing with underwater 1lymination, within
military limits of security, along the coasts of southern Italy,
of 5ieily and Sardinia. This type of fishing brings the biggesat
catches and would employ a large nusber of sailors. For this purpose
it would be necessary for the Allied authorities to rolease a number
of motor fishing boats which have been requisitioned by them,

These, however, are only comparatively minor details, The situation
as a whole is accurately described in ;-hl following letter by Mr.
Ve J. Wrigley which appeared in the May 13, 19LL issue of The

liew Statesman and Nation: REGRADED
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"sir, - Your r\‘! might be interested in some account

of the life of the people in this area of Italy at the
present moment. The information was gathered in conver-
sation with different people in one of the first areas
to be liberated and where no fighting had taken place,
The position differs slipghtly from area to arsa the
enly differences being that the country folk have more
to eat, but the basie troubles are the same. The cutting
off of South Italy from the source of supply of nearly
all manufactured poods, coming on top of the blockade
of the war years and in default of commodity rationing,
means soaring prices quite out of resch of all but the
vory rich. Add to this the breakdown of commmnications,
the needs of the war and a tendency to hoard against a
stlll worse day, and one can see that there may be and
often is a shortage of a food which ia reasonably plen-
tiful only a short distance from where it is producad.
This is a fruitful cause of the black market. On top
of this the Allied Armies have flowed inte Italy armed
with lire bought at LOO to the &, or 100 to the dollar -
a very convenient figure, but one which bears no rela-
tion to the value of the lira at the time of our arri-
val.
A workman round here was earning 50 lire a day ti11
recently; this has now been ralsed to 65 lire a day,
but it is insufficient for the needs of the large
Italian families. As to the scldiers, the newspapers
have just anmounced an increase 'almost five-fold! in
the basic pay of Italian privates to 5 lire a day]
At the present time there is no official ration
of macareni here, and there has not been for some months.
There is a ration of bread or flour, which seems ade-
quate, but because of the absence of other filling
foods, is not. Ueat for instance, is practically enly
available on the black market, and then not very such
of it. FRationed flour costs leas than L lire a kilo,
but has usually to be supplemented with black market
flour at $0-100 lire a Kilo. Even food which 1s fairly
abundant is very dear; cauliflowers cost 25 lire, figs
50 lire a kilo, etc. Eggs in this part used to cost
50 centesimi before the war; at the time of the armis-
tice 2 lire, and now 15-20 lire. The same story
could be told of other things. Some prices may not
have gone up officially, but an Italian here can hardly
get a haireut for 2-3 lire as of old, for the barber
prefers to serve the Allies who pay 10-20 lire, work-
ing out what they should pay on the basis of the present
axchanpge rate.
When it comes to clothes the situation is even
* worse and much harder to remedy. A pair of cork-solsd
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lady's shoes with no leather on them may
cost 1000 lire. What clothing is left is
quite beyond the reach of those who need
it most. Even the means of mending clothes
are hard to come by. The stories of women
selling themselves for food mre not exaggerated.
Keans have to be found of sugeenting the family
income if the family is to survive, and hence
the terrific competition for our laundry and
the queues of children for our scraps of food.
All say that the black market is a necessity
until the rations are increased.
dtrong measures are necessary to improve
the situation. Among the most urgent are:
1., Control of prices of necessities with an
extension of the rationing system where neces-
sary. 2. Isprovement of transport for civilian
purposes, and with this of the distribution of
feod. 3. Curtailment of Allied spending,
whether official or unofficial, on necessities
for the ecivil population, and & reduction in
the exchange rate of the lira. L. An increase
of wagea. 5. A mew attack on food hoarding,
which goes hand-in-hand with the black market.
Only when these measures have been taken
can the black market be checked. Of course
no one pretends that this is easy nor the
Italian Jovernment can do this without our
help, but it is very necessary to do some-
thing and to do it soon. HNot only is the
situation serious for the Italisns, btut it
is sericus for our cause, if liberation is
to mean the black market, inflation, and
worse still, hunger.”
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13, Fequisitiening by & Eilitary Authorities of living

quarters, public bulldings and industrial plants are very often
carried out hastily, with disregard of individual situations and,
what is more important, of the practical consequences for the cosmon
war effort. There are many instances in which furniture in private
homes was completely broken up, simply in order to awoid the treuble
of removing itj private belongings - particularly linen and tahle-
ware and even personal clothing - have been taken amey without even
giving & recedpt to the rightful owner.

The Allied authorities often have refused to issue receipts
for the property that was being requisitioned and on many occasions
would become angry if the property owner would ask for one, These
recelpts are essential to the property owner when he eventually
presents his elaim for indesnity and payment for damsges by the
Italian government.

The Itelisn government has to face inereasing requests by
its minlstries for office space and housing at Salerno, the seat
of the Jovernment. These offices are so necesgary for the proper
functioning of its public offices, without which it is impossible
to organize the war program of the country. The Allied Contrel
Commission has many times been asked to cease locating in Salerno
of any more Allied offices or troops and to transfer eloewhers cer-
tain offices or headguarters in order to allow the Ttalian povernment
the use of more sorely-needed office and housing space so that it might
better organize the administration of its country's affairs. MNot
only have these requests gone unheeded but the Allied authorities
have refused to tumn over to the Soviet Diplomatic Representative
the only villa I‘rﬂi].ﬂhllu in Salerno suitable for that purpese. Even
Marshal Badoglio, on May 8, 15LL, perscnally wrote te Oen. MacFarlane
in this regard and despite the pood-will of the latter nothing was
done about it.

The Italian government has many times asked that the office
building of the Prefects be returned to it so that the Prefects and
other major local officers could properly handle their public affairs
in the capitals of the Provinces, but these requests have also been
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The requisitioning of hotels assumes even larger propertions.
These requisiticns should be limited to cases of strictest necessity
in order to give housing to the dislocated eivilian population as much
of which has nowhere to go.

A great nusber of the bulldings, & large part of the
teaching materials and apparatus of the Institutes of Technical
and Professional Instruction, which are so greatly tied up with the
industrial progress of the nation, have been destroyed or lost by
the ravages of war and by act of requisition. In order to aid
the re-btuilding of the economic life of the nation it is necessary
that the bulldings of these Institutes be freed of requisition and
that the materials used in the sclentific studies be replenished.

In spite of instructions by the Allied High Command, damage,
often unrepairable, has been done and still is bedng done by oooupy-
ing troops and officers to Palaces and Monu=ents of high artistic
value and to the precicus cbjects herein contained, such as the
Royal Palaces at Naples and at Caserta, the Acadamy of Fine Arts
at Naples, just to name a few striking cases. The Ttalisn pecple
are rightly jealous of their artistic inheritance end damage done
by Allied troops is very much resented especially when the paople
feel that with a little more good-will and attentison many incidents
could be avelded. It is absclutely necessary that these deplorable
ocourrences should not happen in fome, Florence, Siena, Assisi, ete.
lest not only Italy but the whole world become the poorer for it.
Proposals were made by the Italian government to set up a mixed
Committee to prevent these incidents, but nothing has been done sa
far and it is to be feared that troops will continue to behave as
they have done so far. :

1. To re-establish the economlc life of the country it is
indispensable that the systems of communication and transport be
revived at least partially. The Allied Military Authorities merely
for the housing of troops have taken over railway stations, postal
and telegraphic buildings and other edifices in which are situated
machines and equipment of great value. This hu caused in various
localities (Taranto, Naples, Palerme, Foggia, to cite some important
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ones) great disservice, mdﬂn\bh damages and losses to

the plant equipment. It is especially urgent to evacuate these
public tuildings and to place them instead at the disposal of the
public, as military needs might be taken care in some less expen-
sive manner by the use of a little cooperation. Then too, requisi-
tioned Postal, telegraph and telephone plants are not being utilized
te their greatest capacity to the injury of the common interests.
For example the Cables Palermo-Napoli and Palermo-Cagliari ars now
being used by military Allied authorities on ome Morse circuit
only. If given permission to do =0, the Ttalian Aduinistration
Would long age have utilized them like it always has done with its
omn personnel and its own equipment on the basis of four channels
(with the quadruple Beudot) thus giving to the Allied double

the number of circuits they now have and at the same time reserving
for itself the use of the remaining two.

The Allded Military Authorities do not permit the Ttalian
personnel specialized in Telegraph and Telephone work to come near
the zone of operations or the plant equipment. Tt thus happens that
this personnel remains idle and for that reason many lines and cen-
tral telephone stations, like the one at Campobasso and Foggia,
rm;.in out of service for many months, With the use of proper con-
trols and precautions it would be possible to employ this specialized
personnel even in the zomes of operaticns. This would make for a
more adventageous use of the communication system even for war
purposes.

The publiec cosplains about the postal and telegraphic
service it gets and this too renders it more difficult to re-sestablish
normalization of the econemic 1ife of the country. The groatest
fanlt here seems to lie in the slowness of the Allied censorship
office, which in certain Provinces seez to want to censure even
the offieial correspondence of the Italian government and one can
imagine the seriocus consequences of such delays.

The transportation situation is very seriocus in all of
Italy and the Island. The means used, both railroad and highway,
are very insufficient to meet the needs of the pesple. Such insuf-
ficisncy impedes any attempt at re-establishing the economic system.

. R
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There exists such a system of contrel and authorization exercised
by an Allied Committee at laples that in practice has proved to be
20 long and complicated that the result has been the paralysis of
any kind of civilian railway traffic. The Ttalian povernment has
asked but in vain that the adninistration of the railroads in liberated
Italy be restored to ita jurisdiction - all the railroads south of a
line running between Foggila, Benevento, Caserta, Naples, entrusting
to the Italian Administration the duty and the responaibility of satis-
fying the needs of the Allied 1Mlitary Authorities and of assuring
the contimuity and repularity of s minimum service for passengers and
merchandise trains for civilian use. For example the lack of salt
on the market causes popular discontent. At Margherita di Savoia
near Barletta there is availsble a deposit of 150,000 tens of salt
which would be snough to supply the needs of the people of Southemn
Italy. Teo make available distribution of n sufficient quantity of
this very important necessity a certain number of railread cars should
be placed at the disposal of the Ttalian Civil Authorities,

Bqually urgent, to supplement railway transportation, is
the release by Allied authorities of all trensport means, taken by
them, such as trucks, busses, motorcars, etc., the requisitioning of
which should not be arbitrary as it too often has happened, but be
subject to a stricter and planned discipline. The highly important
transportation of food-stuffs has been seriously impeded in all the
provinces by the scareity of trucks. To avoid sending of too many
motor trucks from the outside the ITtalian government has requested
on many occasions the bringing in of tires and repalr parts in order
to put into service the many trucks that are idle for lack of repairs
and parts. There should be released from requisition some parapes
8o that Ttalian Authorities after having made a collection of all the
motor trucks out of service could repair and put in service at least

&)

a large portlon of them by using parts from others.

The Italian government has also repeatedly asked, but with-
out success so far, for the re-sstablishment of regular sea communi-
cations between the Italian mainland and at least our two major
islands, Sicily and Sardinia. These two islands, with a total popula-
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from the political and wﬂ! the country, impairing

Italian war and reconstruction efforts. Italian econcmy is an
integrated whole and the various reglons are to a great extent
complementary to each other. The Italian government, which is
contributing so many ships to the common war effort, including
those recently released by Spain snd Portugal through the action
by our representatives in those countries, has asked for four
Ttalian ships of small or medium tennage (so that loading and
unloading operations could be carried cut in small harbours in
order not to interfare with military operations), but this request
brought no results.

The transport situation would alse be eased if coastal traf-
fic were permitted to be resumed. Release of 18 Italian ships, all
under 1500 tons, asked on December 3rd, 1943, was denied on Jamuary
29, 19kl by the Chief of Staff of Allied Force Headquarters after
consultation with Allied Shipping Authorities, The Italian poveorn-
ment vainly has asked that all the motor boats less than 100 tons
be relsased for coastal traffie in order to transport the products
most needed by the consuming public, such as, oil, wina, fire weed,
charcoal, lemons and oranges, cheeses, etc. To relieve the situation
it is also necessary to complete the construction of 6l motorboats
and small motorships amounting in all to a gross tennage of 10,000
tons, which are now being built in the docks. For this purpose a
request was made for the assignment of 1200 tons of plates, 9000
cubic meters of oak wood, 5000 cuble meters of pine lumber, in
addition to nails, tow, rope, chains and motors. These requests were
very modest and could have besn sasily granted. The revival of
coastal traffic would have emabled the hauling from Syracuse to
Bari, Salerno and Naples of asphalt so sorely needed for resurfacing
and repairing of the highways.

For the revival of coastal traffic it would be a batter
practice if the Allied authorities would not take any actlom invelving
the Navigation and Shipbuilding companies, which used to be subsidized
by the government, without first coming to an agreement with the Ministry

of the Navy, particularly companies mtrnihd by the FINMARE.

i
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15, Mldied Military Au iss penorally requisition for
exclusive use of trocps entire industrial plants (cement factorlies,
gaw mills, sechanical workshop, etc.) of which they take full and
exclusive possession also when the actual needs of the troops
take up only a small percentage of the plant but destroy the
entire usefulness. They also follow the constant practice of
removing from undamaged or only partially damaged plants machinery
or parts of machinery without the slightest consideration as to the
consequences of such removal on the existing or easily obtainable
efficiency of such planta.

Managemant by occupying officlals, who in most cases
hardly know the language, and who are unacquainted with that par-
tioular field and are not concerned about the upkeep or improvesant
of the plants, is bound not enly to prevent economic recovery but
to wrack eventually what industrial equipment was left by the Oormans.

The ocoupancy by Allied ¥ilitary Authorities of the industrial
plants prevents thelr being put back to work. It is necessary that the
requisitioning be first released, at least as to those whose cwmers can
show that they can put them back in working order. In passing it might
be pointed out that Allied P.W,.B. authorities hawve partially requisitioned
even the printing works of the world-famous editer, Laterza, thus stopping
the reprinting of Benedetto Croce's works which sheuld be put urgently
in eireulation in order to contribute to the fermation of a demoeratic
and liberal public opinien. It is especially important that those
factories and firms be releasod that work for the railroads that are
g0 in need of repairing their lines and staticnary plants, to repair
their rolling stock and put back into working order thedir yards which
have besn largely destroyed or are in process of deteriorating. It is
also urgent to relsase the Naval Yards. Very often Allied troops do not
even permit the officers of the company to have access to their offices
when they coma to get books and recerds they need for legal or fiseal
matters of the firm.

Many metallurgical establishments and factories could
hgmmrﬁnguwwﬂdumtmmmmm of coal, iron
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metal and wood. The recpening of these factories is very important,
particularly to the railroads and naval yards.

By allocating monthly about 17,000 tons of coal there
could be produced, for example, monthly 62,000 tens of cament,
23,000 tons of lime, and 120,000 square meters of window glass.
There should certainly be no destruction of plants and equipment
only in cases of absolute necessity and then only after consulta-
tion with the Italian suthorities, and not as has been done with=-
out even informing them about it.

X It is known also that the 41lied troops cut trees in the
foresta and requisition charcoal without consulting the Italian
Forest Authorities, and in that way many times doing irreparable
injury to the forest resources of the country and to the production
of charcoal. Allied soldiers very often make abusive use of fire-
arms, placing in peril the life of the pecple and trespassing on
private property. For example, in the territory of Vico del Gargano
{Poggia) Allied soldiers go hunting deer, a hunt that is forbldden
ty Italian law, and shooting willy-nilly In the forests called
"lmbra®, putting in danger the people who are working there in the
production of charcoal on behalf of the ..ul:l._'l.od authorities thesselves.
They do not even abstain from shooting at domestic animals nor in
tha vicinity of inhabited homes.

If we want to revive the economic life of the country and
to contritute to the wer effort it is necessary to cease the requi-

sitioning of machinery and its removal from the plants, and the

requisitioning of prime materials in the plants or of the products

that had been partly finished., Yany times these products are put to
an uneconomic use by the Allied Mlitary Authorities, are alleowed
to deteriorate or become destroyed - while the industries of liberated
Italy have so much need of them. The Allied authorities have
even requisitioned all the paper that was stored in the paper fac-
tory at Foggla (about 16,000 quintals}. This paper had already
bean assigned to the Italian public administrations who are so
greatly in need of it. Fer axample, the Finance Administration has
na paper on which to print the forms for the collection of the
taxes and the Railroad Administration has not emough paper with
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The paralysing effects of such practices and of the
constant interference by cccupying offiecials wholly stifle
attempts by the Italian government to enforce any measure aimad
at sconomic recovery. How can Italian war effort be increased
as long as the whole economiec life of the country is sulmitted

to the most paralyzing and confusing interferencea?

ITALIAN WAR PRODUCTION

16, It is apparent that the industrial war production of
liberated Italy is li=ited by all the difficulties and deficlencies
that have been discussed above. On account of the widespread de-
struction wrought by Allied bombardments and then by the Jermans
in their retreat and later by the paralyzing policles of the A.C.C.,
the Ttalian gpovernment has been able to do very little to revive
and increase industrial war productien in Southern Italy.

To bring about a revival of such industrial production
it is first necessary to put at the disposal of the Italian Ministry
of War, who has made repested requests on this score but all in vadn,
the raw materials and the rescurces of parts and machinery exclusively
of Italian ownership that are to be found scattered and unused in all
of the various plants and fectory tuildings that are now used for the
housing of Allied troops.

Evon the industries that work for the Navy could be
made to increase their production in a short time if the Allled
anthorities would gzive the permissions so often requested. The
Ttalian Navy has & particular interest in the reocpening of thess
industrial plants and of those that are under its direct =anage-
ment. As conditions are now it is impossible to provide for the
normal repair and msintenance of the fleet. As a result there
is a constant incroase in the number of ships that have to remain
idle on account of the length of wait for repairs.

For these purposes it is necessary that the naval arsenal
at Tarento, the shipyards of Tosi in the same clty and the
factories of Brindisi were permitted to work at least at half
their capacity for the repairing of Italimn war ships. To meet
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the lack of materials and machinery the industrial patablish-
ments and factories should be re-opened, the piles of material
now blocked should be unfrozen and scarce materials snd precious
machinery that have been ceded to the Mlied, and by them to
private citizens or that have even been stolen by other private
individuals, should be immediately recovered.

It must be pointed out in this connection that the Ttalian
Havy could give a greater contribution to the commen war efforts
if only it had means of preventing deterioration of machinery
and plants, or better still if it were given the opportunity
of putting in order docks and other port facilities, navy yards,
repair workshops, deposits, warehouses, barracks, hospitals, ete.
Allied authorities are constantly asking for creater facilities
in this fleld.

It m;ul-:i. aleo be necessary to salvage all units which
have been sunk, to finish construction of the great drydock at
Taranta, to put in working condition cement factories; to col-
lect metal scrap, to furnish fuel and electricity enough to
permit produstion of metal peods, importing all necessary machine
tools, to make available means of transportation in erder to CAITY
timber from Calabria, to increase production of bitumineus materials
and to facilitate in all possible ways tranafer of goods from one
region to another.

At present there are several thousand sailers who cannot
be employed because of lack of clothes and especially of shoes and
the situation is becoming increasingly difficult. Feor this reason
it has been necessary to stop temporarily normal enlistments and,
&3 a result, oven normal substitutions in personnel ,

Such a situatlon is of course linmitins the contributicn
of the Italian Havy to the common fight. In order to satiafly
the mest urgent needs it is indispensable:

= to release and to put in working conditions the
textile mills of the "Manifatture Coteniere Meridisnali" at
Naples. These mills not only would take care of all the require-
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are now unesployed:

= to ;nhb.uuh at Taranto a shoe factory for the lHavy,
importing the little machinery noeded to this purpose,

By means of such measures &nd by the consimmment of some
Allied machinery and raw materials, liberated Italy could rapidly
increase to a considerable extent its war production. In this way
highly skilled man-power ot present availakble in large numbers in
Southern Italy could be properly used,

Greater possibilities for the development of war production
axist in Central and Nerthern Italy. It is almost impossible to make
at present any accurate estimate, as much will depend on destruction
and robberies already done or to be carried out by the Cermans. It
will also obvisusly depend on the dmlppmnt of mar operations,

However it 1s sure that, as far as skilled labor and the
will of the whole nation to co-operate in the fight against Germany
are concernod, Italy can become a great and industriocus arsenal of
war production.

If, afteor more than eight months of fighting against the
cormon enemy, Italy were also adnitted to benefit frem the Lend-
Lease program, the problem of Ttalian war procuction would

rapidly reach a favorable solution.

ADVINISTRATICN

17. The minute contrel exercised by A.C.C. canses many
inconveniences even in the adninistrative field. The situation
is rendered much more difficult by the fact that while the greater
part of the liberated territory is governed directly by the Italian
government subject to interferences practiced by A.C.C., there are
sevoral very important regions like Haples which are governed directly
by A.M.0. The A.M.0, Authorities on account of their unfasiliarity
with Italian adeinistrative organization on many occasions adopt
methods and measures exactly contrary to those in vogue in the other
provinces.

This disparity of administration and this disregard for
the traditicnal Italian administrative practices pives rise to
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mich confusion in a aiwutd.! ! even now is sufficiently

confusing and creates a great deal of esbarrassment to the Ttalian
publiec. It might be more advantageous to substitute the A.V.G3.

in the sone lmmediately back of the combat area with a povernmental
egency composed of mixed Allied and Ttalian personnel so that Allied
administrative ideas could be inteprated ints the Ttalian system
without causing too much diserganigation,

Vany have been the inconveniences caused by the present
aystem, Let us examine a fow of the most izmortant cnes; The
Allied muthorities hawe suppressed in the territories under their
control many apencies and institutions of fundamental importance
to the Italian adeinistrative system, such as the Provinelal Eco-
nomic Councils which are nothing but the old provincial Chambers
of Commerce, and in their place have set up new offices, in Sieily
for exazple, that find no counterpart in the administrative gysten
in vogue in the other provinces of the nation.

It would have been a far better practice to have consulted
with the Italian povernment before adopting an administrative
policy that would collide with the settled administrative practice
to the end that uniformity rather than confusien prevail,

In some Provinees like in Sieily, in Cosengza, Vntera and
fezpio Calabris the Allied muthorities have removed from office
many Prefects (Heads of Provinces) and put in their places local
persons and functionaries of low prade and with very little
adninistrative experience or capacity. It would be a better prac-
tice considering the importance of the office and the delicacy
of the functions that the Allied authoritiss would first comsult
with the Ministry of the Interior before deciding on an sppoint-
ment, discharge or transfers of any Frefect sdthin the torritory
under their contrel. Cu the other hand the Italian povernment can-
not remove any Prefect or other functionary in the "Inoccupied
territory" without the consent of the Allied Commander-in-Chief, a
consent diffieult to obtain and often loag delayed,

The Allied authorities in territories by them controlled
have made appointmants to public offices and given promotiona in

the administration careers as charges without repard
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to the civil service requirements. Now it happens that the
Italian govermment finds it so difficult now te rejularize these
appointaents and changes which have caused confusion in the
claseifications of services on the Payrolls to the injury of

the interests of many catepories of employess. In this regard
it has been intimated but with little success;

- that the Allfed asuthorities make a request for the
personnel they need in the terrdteries by them controlled to the par-
ticular Ministry involved and who very often have a surplus of
personnel.

= that in case of immediate necessity non-civil service
personnel be employed on a tesporary basis beginning with the lowest
grade.

= that the Allied authorities refrain from glving promotions
to State or administrative employees and only in very particular cases
promote an employee anly to the prade immediately superior to the one
held,

= that the A.C.C. consult at least with the Kinistry in-
volved before making any changes in matters of personnel ,

The personnel working for A.1.Z. in territories directly
under its jurisdiction very often receives wages higher than those
employed by the Italian government., It thus happens that a great
clamor is raised tv these less favored mmployees who insist that their
wages be raised to the higher level. It would be a better policy to
have consultations on the pay state employees should receive even though
they are working in territory administered by 4,M.0.

The Allied Forces have absolute power to arrest Italian
citizens without according them even the most rudimentary muaranties
of personal rights. Many complaints have been received from
Italian citizens who have been arrested and kept in jail for long
periods sometimes running into months without any charge being
brought against them. It would seem that the Allied authorities
could at least in these matters of persenal liberties adopt the
procedure set up by the Ttalian povernment under the Law-Decree
of Jenuary 31, 194k, the provisions of which are based an demoeratic
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principles that safeguard the citizens! porsonal liberties apainst
arbitrary acts of the authorities.

It has also happened that Ttalian officers and soldiers
have been arrested by the Allied Military Authorities and jailed
in many ceses for various months in concentration camps without
any reason being given and without even informing the Italian
Mlitary Command., For example, General Bellomo was arrested at Bari
on January 28, 194 and has been detained until mow without having
had a trial. The same month Colonal Acampora was arrested in terri-
tory that has always been under Ttalian Jurisdiction. Althouph it
has been shown that Col. Acampora was not guilty and though the
charges against him were later withdrawn, he is still detained in
spite of the intervention om his behalf by the highest A.C.C. of-
ficials. As late as May 25, 194 the A.C.C. used their excoptional
powers in territory under the Italian govermment to set up in Lecce
a special General Court, composed of three Allied Judpes and empowered
to try and pass even sentences of death in the case of 35 Italimns
accused of "attempting to overthrow with violence the economic and
social order of the Italian State and with associating and giving aid
to the enemy.” Though there is encugh law in the Italian statute
books to mete out in such cases the soverest penalties, A.C.C. did
not let the Ttalian Courts try these cases, in which only Ttalisn
citizens were involved who lived in territory restored to tha Italian
government. The Italian pesple, who resember only too well the Faseist

Special Courts, are disturbed by such departures from ordinary procedurs.

The A.C.C. could later intervene if Judgments were not satisfactory.
Another important field in which A.C.C, interference is
preventing the betterment of conditions is in that of sducation,
Because of the lack of teachers, bocks and even schoolhouses (many
of which are requisitioned by Allied Military Authorities) it makes
for further confusion when A.V.G. and A.C.C. authorities adopt
decisions different from those of the Italian government concerning
school hours, length of terms, tertbooks, programs and examinations,
and alse ald in the form of hot lunches and clothing to the lsss

fortunate students, This ﬂw‘mﬂt causes dissatisfaction
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among teachers and scholars ! ! infurious to discipline.

It would be easy to add to the list of the many acts
of interference indulged in by A.C.C. and A,M.0. that created
confusion and did not make for good administration of publie
affairs but.we balieve that the matters related hereln are sufficlent
to show changes should be made for the betterment of the administration
of public affairs.

PRESS, RADIO, ETC.
18. Tt has already boen indicated how difficult it was made

for the Italian government to marshal its forces for the purpose
of reordering its contrilution to the war effort since September G,
1543, particularly in its attempts to combat by means of the
radio and press the propagands emanated by the Fascists and Jermans
in occupied Ttaly and in neutral countries.

At the Malta Confersnce on September 25, 1943 Marshal
Badoglio set forth the difficulties his government was facing in
its efforts to clarify its position before the Italian people and
how very necessary this had beceme. In particular Larshal Badoglio
asked that the radio station at Zari be put at the disposal of the
Italian fNovernment. Gen. Eisenhower answered in these words:

#Tn this matter my Staff will give you whatever
aid may be needed.”

Hotwithstanding these mssurances and the undoubted good
will and understanding of the Commander-in-Chief of the Allles,
things even in this field have been handled altogether differently.
From the very first moment the Allied authorities of P.W.E. assumed
complete and direct control of Radio Bari. All the programs
of this station which theoretically sheuld have been the mouthplece
of the Italian povernment were prepared by a group of writers whe
worked under the immediate direction of Major Oreenlees of the
. British Army, head of the Radie Section of P.W.B. All of the official
commnications of the Italian povernment and the statementa of
its members were subjected to the scrutiny of the aforesaid Vajor
who as was his wish either denied or delayed their broadcasting.
A large part of the time of Radio Bari was used up by no less than
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seven re-broadeasts daily of Ttallan programs from Hadio London
or New York, even though for technical reascns these re-broadcasts
wore so disturbed as to have besn inaudible.

The newscasts and above all the dlalogues over Hadio Bari
were so poor in languape and contents and showed such a lack of
imowledge of Italian psychology as well as to what was the real
situation in cccupied Italy that we learned from various sources
that the influence of Radio Bari in occupied Italy was of no conse-
quence if not actually harmful.

¥hile the control practiced by P.W.E. in the administra-
tion of the use of the radio did not improve the standard of its
programs, 1lts interference on the technical side brought about
disastrous consequences. Instead of increasing the transmitting
power of Radio Barl the persons in charge engaged in making innova-
tions and experiments with the result that the cperating efficiency

of the station was lowered. Had they =ade libersl use of Italian

technicians familiar with the technieal peculiarities of the mechanisa

the situation would have improved a great deal. Consequently
the voice of Radio Bari could be heard clearly only in a radius
of 20 or 30 kilometers. This is what was happening to Radio Bari
in territory administered by the Italian povernment, which radio
was supposed to be the mouthpiece of the government. As regards
Radio Palermo and Fadio Naples no collaboration on the part of
the Ttalian authorities was permitted and these stations do not
even broadcast the official commniques of the Ttalian sovernment.

One must not wonder, therefore, why it was impossible
under these conditions for the Italian government to promulgate a
program of propaganda so greatly needed by the populaticn still in
tarritory occupled by the Cermans in order that they may have been
gble to make a greater contribution to the common cause,

No different was the situation in regard to the press.
Even though in his circular of Oct. 29, 1943 Marshal Eadoglic had
re-gstablished complete freedom of the press, P.W.D. at first and
A.C.C. following through the personnel of P.W.B. exercised such
a rigorous control over the press even in territory restored te

the Italian government that it w well have managed it direct.
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Ignoring entirely the competent Italisn press organs the
Allied suthorities have direct crders to the editors of the
newspapers and going so far as entering the printing shop and
changing small details in the laying-out of the pages. Even
official communications of the Italian goverrment and the state-
ments of ite officials were arbitrarily delayed and modified by
PN.B.

Among the secret instructions that were baing applied at
Bard by the head of the press section of F.¥.B., Lt. Col. Mmro,
of the Hritish Army, were the following

a) "To ensure a post-war, not & present-day, assumption
of Italian representative opinion.

b} Teo disallow any political party to state the condi-
tions under which the Italian pecple should continue
the war against Cermany."

411 these things are not consistent with the Moscow Declaration
on Italy, with the practices of a free democratic country and also did
not better the interests of the common fight against Germany. 1In
addition to this Allied Mlitary censorship is applied in such a way
as to curtail fresdom of political opinion,

Lt. Col. Munro, acting upon instructions, alse forbade any
attempt to re-establish the functioning of the semi-official preas
agency "Stefanif. This caused incalculable harm in view of the fact
that the Fascists aided by the Cermans made use of the naze "Stafanit
in Italy and in neutral countries. The Ttalian government not being
permitted to counteract it was forced to leave a free field to the
Fasciats who inflicted considerable harm by thel r unchecked propaganda
in Italy but more so in those countries where large numbers of Italisn

immigrants are located.
The head of the cinema section of P,W.E. io a high ranking

axecutive of Metro-Coldmm-Mayer. From the first moment he began

the requisitioning of the films not only of German but also of o] r:}
Ttalian production under the most disputable pretexts (for in- i o
stance, that one or more of the cast were enesy or even neutral EE
nationals, even though their role in the film was secondary). :n:: j
¥otion ploture equipment and materisl were requisitisned an a mo
large scale., Movie houses everywhere and without regard to the mg

necessities of the population “ﬂﬂd. For instance



in Salemno, the seat of the Ttalian governmant, where Allied Military
Forces are not too numercus, out of L movis houses 3 have been requi-
sitioned for the troops; the last one of the thres being requisitioned
anly a few days ago.

Also most of the theatres are requisitioned by Allied Military
Authorities and very often Italian political parties are denisd the
use of these theatres for holding their publie mestings. It would be
only fair to permit owners of theatres and cinemas to resume operations
on thedr own, giving o li=ited number of fres special daily shows
reserved to Allied troops. With a little more good will and considera-
tion for eivilian needs these situstions could be minimized. The cinema
is an instrument that could be used so powerfully in the building up
of the morale of our people and in making them feel that they can play

4 vital role in bringing about the defeat of the common anesy.

A ALLTED SURVEY OF A.C.C. ACTIVITIES
18 bis, The spirit in which the A.C.C. is carrying out the job of

governing Italy is evidenced by the following article contributed to
the Italian magazine "Politica Estera" by the Director of Fress Hela=-
tions of A.C.C. and approved by the A.C.C. Authorities. In view of
its authorship, this article can be considered as an official presenta-
tien of the A.C.C. case and &3 a survey of A.C.C. achievemants:
"The Allied Control Commission, which includes and controls
itary Government, was established on November 11, 1943.

The task which it was designed to fulfill may be divided into
three separate, but interdependent, categories, viz.:

(1) To ensure that law and order prevail, and communications
are kept clear and efficient, in the areas behind the advancing
armies. This duty overrides all others. -

(2) To see that the terms of the Armistice, signed by Italy
on September 2%, are fully and faithfully observed.

(3) To assist as far as possible in bringing about such stable
conditions as may permit the return, without undue delay, of
conquered and occupled territory in Ttaly to a democratic and
popular Italian govern=ent.

General Alexander, Commander-in-Chief of the Allied
Armies in Italy, has referred to the Allied Control Commission
as his '"Third Army*.

In other words, as the Fifth and Eighth Armies move for-
ward, the Allied Control Commission takes their place and organizes
and controls their hinterland, This point must be strongly
emphasized because 1t is not always realized that the A.C.C. is a
part of the Allied Armies and that it is first and foresost a
military organization,
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It must be remembered, therefore, that the Allied Contral
Commission's task of bringing peace, liberty, and as far as possible
prosperity, to occupled territories must always be subservient to
the task of ensuring that in Italy nothing obatructs, and every-
thing sustains, the war effort. Thus, the shipment of food sup-
plies must be subservient to the shipment of mnitions; the froe-
dom of labour to negotiate or strike must be subservient to the
war needs of industry; the liberty of the press must be sub-
servient to military security.

The President of the Allied Control Commisaion is, ex-
officlo end as long as the war lasts, the Supreme Cosmander of
the Allied Armies. He it is who, as lonr as the war lasts in
Italy, must have the decisive word on all policy. The Executive
Head, or Chief Commissioner, of the A.C.C. is Lieutemant-Jeneral
Sir Noel Mason lMacFarlane who stands in the same relation to
General Alexander as do the Cosmanders of the Fifth Army and the
Eighth Army. Maturally, his responsibilities becoms ever rraater
as the armies move forward and more territory comes within the
scope of the illied Control Commission.

The Allied Contrel Commission falls naturally into three
main gections, although these sections are by no peans watertight
compariments, the personnel being interchangeabls and the whole
controll\ed by Jemeral Vason WacFarlane’ First is the 'spearhead’
group of Allied Military Covernment, which follows closely on
the heels of - sometimes with - the fighting troops, and whose
main tasks are the speedy restoration of supplies, the establish-
ment of local government, the immediate needs of refugees and the
sick or wounded, and the temporary rehabilitation of shattered
tomns. Second, and merging into the first, is the direct rule
of Allied Military Covernment, assisted by Italian local HOVErn=-
ment, under more settled conditions, the executive power still
bedng held by the Allles while every effort is made to pave the
way for a transfer to Italian hands. Third and last, the fadvi-
s0ry? stage at which territory has been handed over to the Ttalian
Government, Allied Officers nevertheless remaining - though in
very small numbers - to assist the Ttalian Government and to
ensure adherence to the terms of the Armistice.

This grouping is of course dependent on the course of events.
Thether more, or less, territory is handed over to the Ttalian
Zoverncent, and whether direet Allied 1ilitary Jovern=ent lasts
for a long or a short time in any given area, muat depend upon
conditions in Italy itself, and upon the measure of support
riven by the Italian population in the prosecution of the war
effort and the maintenance of law and order.

By the nature of ita duties the Allied Control Coesmission
must, obwiously, cover the whole field of Government, whether in
a direct or advisory capacity. For this purpose the Headquarters
stalf is grouped into 26 sub-commissions, covering such guestions
as Public Health, Public Safety, Law, Food, Transport; Labour,
Finance, Hducation ete. For the purpose of control, Italy is
divided into Neglons; thue Sicily is Reglon I, Bardinia Reglen
VI, Calabris Reglon VII, and so on. Each Feglon is suparvised
by a Commissioner responsible to Jeneral lMacFarlane, and each
Region earries a staff of expert advisers drawn from the Sube
Commissions at Headquarters.
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Apart from these 'experte' there are in sach Reglon the
Clvil Affuirs Officers, vho may themselves be experts, since all
staff is interchangesble as conditions dictate, but whose chief
duty is the general supervislon of local fovernment in towns or
districts from the moment when they are cleared of the Jermans
until the day when they are handed back to Ttalian authorities.

Such iz the framework of the Allied Control Commissicn
end Allied Military Covernment., It represents and implemants the
control exercised by the United Vations over Italy, the degree
and extent of such control depending on the necessities of the war,

fhat has the A.C.C. accosplished in Ttaly? It must be
remembered that its organization and activity have been, and to
some extent must be, empirical. The attespt to restore democracy
and fresdom to & conquered people while the war still continues
in their country is a new experiment in history. At first it was
considered that direct Allied Military Sovernment would suffice
for the duratlon of the war, and that policy roverned the action
taken in Sicily, Calabria and Caspania up o Cetober 13, 19L3. on
that date the Padoplio fovernment declared war on Jermany and
Italy wes named a 'co-belligerent!. In the words of Churchill,
Italy was to be given the cpportunity, in spite of the fact that
she had declared and waged war againet the United Nations (and at
& time when it was conceivable that she could have gwung tha balance
towards their defeat) to 'work her passape home',

The Allied Control Commissien was established to malke that
opportunity possible. Part of ita Joh, therefore, is to allow the
freest play consistent with the war effort to pablic opinien in
Italy - through the Press, through free assembly, through the
formation of labour unicns, and through the untrameelled evolution
of an Ttalian Covernment based on the most represontative elements
of the population. The extent to which these first principles
of democracy could and can be permitted was and is governed by the
necessities of war., Whils the war rages in Italy, elsctions and
strikes are cut of the gquestion. And it is clearly impossible
to achieve any final solution of institutional problems until the
voice of all Ttaly is free.

levertheless, even with such inevitahle limitations; much
has been achieved. Throughout Sicdly, Sardinis and Southern Italy,
local government, the basis of all demceracy, is getting into its
stride. Labour unions, both industrial and agricultural, have baen
set up with power to hold meetings and conduct nesotiations. Schools
and Universities, clemred of fascist teachers and teachinps, are
bepinning to function smoothly. The Ttalisn Government has been
broadensd to include representatives of the six parties included
in the Committee of Iiberation. The political pieture is therefore
one of a people finding their way - and their own way - towards
the freedom and democratic self-government which thay loat 22
YBars ago.

The economic and humanitarian piecture cannot, under war
conditions, be altogether a happy one. Although the United Nations
has trought no leas than 100,000 tons of grein per menth inte
Italy for Italian civilians alone - and Southern Italy should be
self-sufficient in grain - the Elack larket, fomented and encouraged
by Italians themselves, has prevented full supplies frem reaching
the whole Italian people. [Kevertheless there has been no star-
vation - and no conditions comparable with those of freece or
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lorway - in Jouthern Italy, and the general high level of
public health shows that food conditions are, if not lweurious,
at least adequate. With the repression of the Flack Market
these conditions are improving and will improve. The inflation
of the currency, an inevitable factor in the invasicn of any
country by large amed forces, has been followed by a eorrespond-
ing increase in wages: and enerpgetic steps have been taken to
prevent further inflation. In the field of relief and welfare;
over 50,000 Italian refugees, and nearly the same number of
other naticnalities have been cared for: among other things,
¥0,000 garments have been distributed, and epidemics have been
successfully arrested or avolded by vaccination, inoculation
and disinfestation. Siecily now presents a plcture of life as
nearly approaching normal conditions as war will permit, and
Southern Italy ia nearing the sase standard,

The Allied Control Commission is not in Ttaly, however,
for purely philanthrople ends: it is here because the United
lations are winning the war and because Italy declared war
against them: it is here to see that justice is done and that
those responsible for Fascism and war do not escape. It is here,
too, to temper justice with mercy, because that is the inten-
tlon and desire of the United Nations, In that task it associates
itself with all those Italians who have refused to support
Fasciss and who are prepared to work for a world in which
honesty, tolerance and justice shall prevail."

ITALIAN VAR PRISONERS

19. In his message of July 30, 1943 to the Italian pecple, Gen.
Ei senhower stated:

"Your men will return to their normal 1ife and to

their productive avocations, and, provided all

British and Allied prisoners now in your hands

are restored safely to us and not taken away to

Jermany, the hundreds of thousands of Italian

prisoners captured by us in Tunisia and Sicily

will return to the countless Ttalian homes who

long for them.n

After the Armistice was signed, the Ttalian Jovernment

complied to the best of its abilities within limits established
by the Allies, to the clause providing for the liberation of Allied
prisoners of war. The Italian people, in spite of German and Fascist
threats of shooting anyone doing so, gave unfailing assistance of
shelter, food and clothing to Allied prisoners trying to escape to
the Scuth. In this way not only countless soldiers and Junior
officers were able to reach the Allied lines, but even the highest
ranking officers, as Lt. Oen. O'Connor, Lt. Oan. Neame and Air Marshal
Beoyd, whose escape was only =made possible through Italian essistance.

Others have jolned our armed bands in Northern Italy and to this

REGRADED
W nciessreo

- -



and to this day are living in the mountains where food end equip-
ment is provided them by the civilian population in spite of severe
Jerman reprisals.

On November 9, 1943, on the cccasion of the signing of
an agreement of mutual assistance among the United Nations, President
Roosevelt declared among other things that “the United Nations have
decided that preparations be made and agreements reached for the
repatriation of war priscners®. The Italian povernment though
taking account of the difficulties that stood in the realization
of the promise of Gen. Elsenhower and the declaration of President
HRoosevelt, concerned itself from the very beginning with the task
of bringing about a fruitful utiliszation of the Italian war priscners
in the common struggle against Germany. Italian prisoners in Allied
nands totaled 26,500 officers and about [15,000 non-commisaioned
officers and soldiers.

Froposals along these lines were formulated by the Italian
povernment as early as October 3, 1943 to the Allied MMlitary i'ission.
They were repeated on October 11 and October 26 by the Italian High
Command. Since then they have been repeated on countless occasions,
without any result. In addition discussions between Provest Marshal
General White, Jeneral lVcHarmy and General Gassera, then a prisoner
of war in the United States, were poing on in Washington in November 1943 on
the basis of which was being studied a project for the military crganica-
tion of Italian F.0.W. either for their use in awciliary services in
the U.S. or for their preparation to do combat service on the Ttalian
front. According to advices transmitted by Oeneral Gazgera, this
project had received the approval in form of the American authorities
but was to be extended into a genoral plan which was to be submitted
for approval to the Ttalian government and the government of Oreat
BEritain so that the plan could be applied to the prisonars of war also
in the hands not only of the U.3. but also the British Coesmonwealths.

However, in January 19LL the Allies presented a project
of organization and employment of the prisoners of war totally
different from the one discussed at Washington. The Allies for
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some technical and juridical reasons insisted in said proposal

that the status of prisonears of war be maintained but yot required

that the Italian government renounce its righta contained in the

guarantees of the Jenova Convention of July 27, 1925 on prisoners

of war. Article 1 of the Proposal provided that the Italian priso-

ners should, at the absolute discretion of the povernments of the

U. 8., Oreat Britain, Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, India,

be enrolled as volunteers to render service in units or formations

organized on a military basis, or, on the other hand, be ampleoyed

under the command not enly of Worth America or Oreat Sritain but

under any other of the United Hations in whatever part of the world,

in whatever capacity which would be considered in furtherance of

the common cause by any of the aforesaid povernnents.

The Italian povernment on its owm account was obliged

to take into account the reaction of public opinien of the people

of liberated Italy as well as of occupied Ttaly. The people in

both these sections of Italy would have severely criticized the

Ttalian government to the serious injury of the common cause had

it agreed to such a proposal according to the terms of which

Italimn soldiers who would be required to work for the commen

cause even to the extent of fighting in the fromt lines would J

still be carrying the stigms of Prisoners of War. Certainly the

Ttalisn gevernment could not conscientiously agree to such Pro-

posals notwithstanding its deep desire to make use of these priso-

ners at the earliest moment in the fight against Sermany. In

this regard the Italian government proposed that,
"a s=al] mixed Commission of Italian, English and
American membereship be immedistely formed to study
the question which appeared to be too complicated
&nd which touched so heavily and directly all the
Ttalian nation and which could not be resolved by a
procedurs of too great hasts. Such commission should
have the duty to continue discussions on the basis of
the plans made at Washington between the American
military suthorities and General Gasgera with the
object of arriving at an agreement as scon as possible."

These Italian proposals have not yet brought any concrete
result and in the meantime various of the govornments have utilised
the Ttalisn P.0.W. according to their own desires without even
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1NMummmﬁummmmummummmnmwum
channels of the A.C.C. For instance, the Ttalian povernment learned
from the lay 15, 194l issue of Time magazine that "The U.S. War Department
innounced last week that Italian captives, of whom 50,136 are interned
in the U.8., may volunteer in the 1.5. Ay, They will be used in
Service units, both here and overseas, but not in actual combat...."
Then, too, the General Headquarters at Delhi informed General Placentini, then
Italian P.0.W. in India, that an agreesent on the use of Itelian prisoners
had been signed between the United Nations and the Ttalian povernment..
It asked General Flacentini to make this fact kmown to the Ttalian
P.0W. and to make a propaganda tour for this purpose through the wvarious
prisen camps in India. This Oeneral Piacentini did 4n good faith without
inowledge that he had been 11l-informed,
20. One of the aspects of the P.0.W. problem that has caused
great concern to the Italian government is that which has to de
with the Italian P.0.W. in French hands,

The Italian povernment was surprised to have discovered
that Ttalian P.0.W. captured by American and Fritish troops in
Horth Afriea had been turned over to the French authorities under
the Committee of Liberation of Alglers. Such treatmant - which
had serious effects on the morale of these priscners who instesd
of finding themselves freed discovered that they were transferred
to mnother Power - finds no support in international law customs,
The fact that French units were interspaced amonp the Anglo=-American
forces cannot be used as Justification for the capturing natien
has no right to transfer prisoners even to an Ally: The proof of
this prineiple is found so well illustrated in the vigorous pro-
test lodged on August 1943 by the British government regarding the
alleged transfer of English prisoners in Ttalian hands to Darmany
wmnmﬂumﬂmmhwmmmmuﬂmuqu

Beyond that, the existence of an Amistice betwesn Italy
and the Allisd Powers should have, in the light of Articla 75
of the Oeneva Convention of July 27, 1929, induced them to conault
baforehand with the Italian Sovernment, shich would not have hesi-
tated in presenting its position ew of the exfistence of a
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state of co-belligerency,

But, spart from the juridical consideration of the
question, the treatment these prisoners received from the French
raises sericus problems. The Italian gmrufm.'-mt continued to
receive from varlous sources documental reports on the inhuman
treataent accorded our prisoners in many instances.

These reports principally showed the following;

1) Gorporal punishment

2) Insufficlency of dress and shoes

3} Insufficiency of food

L) Ill-treatment, morally as well as physically

5) TWidespread illnesses and lack of medical care

) Complete absence of organiszations of assistance
as required by the international conventlons.

All these are infractions of the conventionsof war on
P.W.B. Here are a faw typical instances taken at random from the
thousands of cases registered in our files:

On June 2l, 1943 in the French Camp of "La Cagna® (Tunisia)
on account of the f1isht of an Ttalian prisoner during the night a
group of 100 prisonars was punished. This group was compelled to
8it under the sun froz 8:30 wntil 7 P.Y. and chlipated to slternate
a position of LO minutes standing and 20 minutes sitting. Besides
the whole group during the entire day was deprived of its meals.
The tent mate of the escaped prisoner because he could not give
the dog-tag number of the escaped prisoner was beaten with a raw-
hide switch in the presence of the Commander of the Camp. On that day
two of the group of 100 were felled by sun-stroke.

During the same month, June 1943, at the "Li'Ariana® Camp
(Tunisia) an Italisn doctor was forced to perform a surgieal
operation by using a Jillette ragor blade becsuse the French would
not allew the sick priscner to go to a hospital.

During this early period the food was below elomentary
requirements. Just a little tea was given for hreakfast and for
the other two meals a few fava beans and some carrots. In some
camps in Tunisia it became the meals amounted to giving one carrot
& day to every three persons. Even spiritual assistance was ham—

pered and the military chaplains were forbidden to explain the
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Oospel during the Sunday lass,

Dut even later the situation did not improve. Let us
quote once more at random from ocur files:

On March 17, 194k, near Cheregas, . A. on the lands of a
certain Mr. Vidal where 2§ Italian P,.0.W. were working, the leader
of the group, Corporal Perricone, complained about the insufficiency
of food: in response he was insulted and threatened so he and his
companions returned to their living quarters and refussd to work.
At 2:30 P.X. on the seme day there arrived the proprietor accom-
panied by a Master Sergeant with six French soldiers completely
armed. The Sergeant to terrorize the prisoners first carried
out & mock execution. Then he forced them ta throw over their
shoulders their field pack and march into the courtyard. During
all this the French soldiers stole all the personal belongings
from the prisoners (such as eigarettes, soap, ete. which they had
been given by other priscners still in American hands). In the
courtyard they wore tortured, insulted, beaten, spat upon and
forced to march around on thedr lmoes with the field pack on their
back. The one treated the worst was Corporal Perricone who after
four days' rest was not yet able to do any work. The soldiers
Cafise and Buffa were injured with the bayonet,

Kear El Biar en lands adninistered by a French Captain,
Secotto, Italian P.O.W. work for Bore than ten months. At first
they were 17 in nusber but now they are only 11 for & have escaped,
This man Scotto subjected these prisoners to the most inhuman
treatment. He forced them to work from sunrise to sungset and fed
them below subsistence level. They would not be able to 1ive were
it not for the extra food given them by thelr countrymen who live
nearty. To suppress acts in violatiem of his diseipline - natural
consoquence of his inhumanity - Scotto Placed them in a prison
that consists of & large cement barrel having a small opaning for
air. To no one is any pay civen. All the attempts made by these
prisoners to confer with the French muthorities have come to naught.

These and numerous other ineidents in our files show
that from the very first moment of their capture violations warse

mam&mmnum-ummﬂorma,
il
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1929 as well as the provisions of Articles 2y 3, L oand 6. And during
their state of captivity no regard was given to the repulations
8ot forth in Article 10 on housing, 11 on food, 12 on dress, 13
on hygiene, 16 on gpiritual assistance, 23 on financial mattars
of priscners, 27, 20, 29 and 30 en working conditions, 3 on salaries,
L2 and L3 en complaints and representation of the P.O.W.

From informatien reaching us it appeared that the German
P40, were treated much better than the Ttalian, The Italian
government vitally concerned about the situation used eVary means
at its disposal to bring the guestion to the foregoing and expose
the facts to the light of day. hmong the many attempts made for that
purpose were many requests made by Oeneral Castellano, Head of the
Ttalian Military Mssion at Algiers, for permission to visit the camps,
at his requests werse tardily answered on December 13, 1943. Then he
vas compelled to wait untdl Jamuary 18, 154k for advies on the conditions
of his visit which, he was told, could net take place until after
February 1, 15Uli. Even the representatives of tha Protecting Power of
the Italian interests in North Africs complained that they too were not
permitted to visit the camps of Itallsn P.0.YW. 4n French hands.
2. From the foregoing 1t can be seen that althoush more
than & months have elapsed from the signing of the Armistice the
problem of Ttalian War Prisoners has not yet been solved nor
even been piven serious attention, Fotwithstanding the promises
made the priscners that have been repatriated have amounted only
to & few hundred. The Italisn pecple find it hard to undlerstand
why the Allies went even as far as bringing back to liberated
Ttaly to work for the common cause groups of Italian P.0.%. keoping
them still in the condition of prisoners and maintaining in priscn
camps in Sieily those F.0.W. who come from the Sersan ocoupied region
but giving liberty on parcle only to those who come from Sicily,

liot only is it necessary to arrive at an agresment
botween the Italian govern=ent and the Alliad governments on the
Juridical status of the Italisn P.0.¥. and on the bast use that
cmﬂdbeudnnrthmintmuumtorthammn, but
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it is absolutely necessary to repatriate a larger number of
officers to complete the orpaniszation of Ttalian umits to be
used in combat service in Italy against the Cormans, Among the
Ttalian priscners of war there is a large nu=ber of couragecus
fighters who have had many years of experience in combat warfare.
If we were permitted to arm, equip and organize them as we asked
&3 early as September 1943 many units could be formed and assigmed
to the front lines in Italy. This should be cone immediately
before the morale and spirit of these men becoms destroyed in
these prison camps. Then, to keep 450,000 Ttalian seldiers in
the status of P.0.W. deprives the Allies from using them most
effectively in the war effort in view of the Ceneva Convention.
The Italisn povernment has on many occasions stated its position
to be that of wanting to utilize these prisoners at the sarliest
possible moment as fres soldiers willing to fight for the triumph
of the common cause, and in this it fesls sure it is properly

expressing the will of the Ttalian people.

HCBCOW DECLARATION € ITALY

22, We shall discuss herein how Ttaly has complied with the
terms of the Moscow Declaration on Italy. We shall consider the
seven points of this declaration in their order,

"l. It is essential that the Ttalian Covernment

should be =ade more democratic by the intro-

duction of representatives of those sections

of the Italian poople who have always opposed
Fascism",

This has been accorplished to a point even beyond the ex-
pectations of the most hopeful persons in and out of Italy. In the
present cabinet are represented all the recopnized anti-fascist
parties, Communist, Socialist, Demo=Christian (the old Partito
Popolare of Don Luipl Sturzo), Partito Liberale of the great world-
famous scholar, Benedetts Croce, Demccrazia del Lavero of Frizms
Minister Bonomi, and the Partite d'Azfone that is an off=-spring
of the Comitati di Liberazione. Each party has several ministerial
posts and also under-secretariats. In order to introduce into the
eouncils of the Cabinet men of high calibre and international anti-

Fascist standing five ministers withs rtfolio were appointed.
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sich as Count Carlo Sforza, Penedetto Croce, Palmiro Togliattd
(comrunist exile in Fussia for the pant twelve years and now
head of the Comsmnist Party in Ttaly), Giulie Rodina! {ex-deputy
and Winister of War who opposed Fascism and is now leader of the
Demo-Christian Party) and Pierc Mancini, a leader of the revived
Soclalist Party. This widely representative government not only
has ‘received the full support of the pecple in liberated Italy
but has also been given the full collsboration of the Committea
ef Hational Liberation of Northern Ttaly as expressed in the
following telegram lately arrived:

"The Committes of National Liberation of

Herthern Italy has decided to give its full

collaboration to the Ttalisn Jovernment, It

raquests that 1t be recognized as an agency

of the Italian Covernment and that it be given

sufficient arms to conduct the war on behalf

of the common cause."

"2. TFreedom of speech, of relipious worship, of
political belief, of press and of public meeting
shall be restored in full measure to the Ttalian
people, who shall be entitled to form anti-

Fascist political groups.n®

In relation to this point we must refer to the later state-
ment in this Declaraticn to the effect that "so long as military
operations eontinue in Ttaly the time at which it 1is possitle
to give full effect to the prineiples set out above will be
deternined by the Commander-in-Chief on the basis af instructions
recelived through the Combined Chiefs of Staff®, However, much
. ¥as done by the Italian povernment on its own initiative between
July 25, 1543 and September 8, the date of the publication of
the Armistice. It should be remembered that all of these personal
liberties are provided for and protected in the Ttalian Constitution
of 1848, and were respected by all the Ttalian governments until the
Fascist regime destroyed them by passing laws that violated the
Constitution. A1l these liberties are at present enjoyed by
the people in liberated Italy except insofar as they have been
abrogated, limited or comtrollsd either directly by the 411ied
authorities or at thelr request in view of the continuance of
military operations in Italy. On January 20, 19LL the Ttalian

government passed a Decree-Law abolishing all Fascist recial laws
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and restoring to persons of the Jewish race all the rights and privileges
enjoyed by all other Italian citizens whether living in Italy or abroad.

"3, A1l institutions and organisations created by the
Fascist regime shall be suppressed."

"lL. 411 Fascist or pro-Fascist elaments shall be resoved
from administration and frem institutions and organiza-
tions of public character,t

'I.mod:l.ltuly after assuming power the povernment of Yarshal

Badoglio abolished the Fascist frand Couneil, the Fascist Netional
Party, the House of the Fasci and Corporations (that had been sub-
stituted for the Chamber of Deputies) and the Fascist Militia,

On December 28, 1943 the Italian povernment passed a Decree-

Law meking all persons holding publie or somi-public offices or
positions in local or state or seai-povernmental agencies or in

any private agency vested with a publie interest who had taken

active part in the Fascist Party or having been a "squadrista,

marcia su Homa, perarca or selarpa Littorig subject to removal

from his er her office or position., Om April 12, 154k a special
commission was created to administer the abeve law of "defaged-
stizzazlone" of poverrmental agencies. On April 13, 154l in pur-
suance to all the decree-laws that hed been pessod for the suppression
of the Fascist organiszations in the nation a "High Commissicner for the
Suppression of Fascism from the Nationsl Life" was created and Tito
Zaniboni was named as High Commissicner. Zaniboni attempted
Vussolinits life and had spent eighteen years in prison for having
tried but failed to sssassinate him, Dut the most sweeping and
rigerous decree-law has just recently been passed on May 26, 194k pro-
viding for the punishment of Faseist crimes and 11legal acts. Count
Carlo Sforza, Minister without Portfolic, has been charged by the
Cabinet with the responsibility of seoing that this law is properly
and justly enforced. Thae prineipal and most noted persons that this
law punishes are:

&) those who promoted or directed the ingurrection knomm
as the March on Rome of October 28, 1922 - Punishment:
life imprisonment or death according to circumstances.

b) those who organized Fascist armed bands who promoted

or directed the commission of grave acts of violence
or injury to persons or organisations - Punishment: g
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to 15 years impriscnment and deprivation of all
political rights for life.

¢} those who premoted or directed the effectuation

of the coup d'etat of January 3, 1925 and those
who later contributed by similar or like acts to
the maintenance of Fasclsm in power. Punishment;
5§ to 15 years imprisonment and the deprivation of
all political rights for life,

A law that is not only severe as this but also retroactive
in its spplication is indisputable proof that the Italian pecple are
deternined to eradicate from their national life the evils of twenty-
two years of Fasclem.

"S. A1l political prisoners of the Faseist rerime
shall be released and esccorded a full amnesty".

Upon assuming power on July 25, 15LL the Badoglio Govern-
ment released many of these priscners through the Hinistry of Justice,
Among them are men like Sruno Buozei, leader of the Socialist Party
but who now is presumably in Rome and Antonio Pesenti, a member of
the Commumist Party who holds the position of Undersecretary of Finance
in the present govermsent. Tito Zaniboni, sbove mentloned, now holds
the positien of Commissioner of Add to Italian Refugees. There can
be no doubt that upon getting full control of Ttalian territory the
Italian government will immediately release all such prisoners and
punish those who were responsible for their incarceration under the
law explained supra.

"6, Democratic organs of local povernment shall be
crieated.n

Frior to Fascisam all local communities enjoyed a large
measure of local autonomous government. The Cities and Commmnes
elected thelr own Mayors and Councils and the Provincial Councils
were also elected by the pecple of the province. The major federal
officer was the Provincial Prefect who was & caresr man and repre-
sented the interests of the central natisnal povernment. DBecause
it wented to get absolute control of the local povernments the
Fascist regime abolished all this structure of local self-
povernsent by substituting the system of hierarchical appointments.
At the present time while there is A.C.C. contrel no gysten of
local elective self-government can be set up. There is no doubt
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but that & modernized system of local demasratic government will
be insugurated as scon as the Italisn fovernment resumes complete
control over the internal affairs of the country.

"T. Fascist chiefs and Amy Generals known op
napntodtobamnriuimlushﬂlbemnud
and handed over to justice,”

Yany of these will fall under the provisions of the recent
law of Vay 26, 194k referred above. Others will be punished under
general Ttalisn criminal and military law, Uhen it is considered
that the present government is composed of pecple who wers ostra-
eized, arrested and edled by Fascist chiefs the world may rest
assured that the Fascist eriminals referred to in this paragraph
will all be severely punished.

ALl of the major partiea are in accord that at the con-
clusion of the war and after the fall liberatieon of all of Italy
the people should be given an apportunity to oxpress themselves
&35 to the form of povernment they want. There may be differences
of opinicn as to the method by which this shall ba done, but

that it should be done is admitted on all sides,

CIVILIAN RESISTANCE IN (ERAN OCCUPIED ITALY

23. It has already been related elsewhers in this study how
the civilian population of Italy rose up and assisted the Allied
forces in driving the German troops out of their country during

the first months after the publication of the Armistice. By the
time the Allied forces came to a halt at the Cassino front the
Italian Supreme Cosmand began erganizing contacts with voluntary
patriotic bands that were being formed in the central and northern
part of Italy, The purpose of these contacts was to pive them
directions and such ald as it could mend by itself or in cooperation
with the Allied authorities. From the very nature of the operations
it is impossible to give an accurate figure on the total nusber

of Italians It‘nxt took part in the formation end activities of

these various bands, but from information in our possession

it can be estimated that for certain thers are at least 100,000
men. The total number of men who in one form or ansther take

part in patriot activities are estimated to run into several
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The following is & list of localitises in which skir-

hundreds of thousands,

mishes have occurred between Ttallan patriot bands and lazi-
Fascist troops:

FIRIRITE = Valley Vermensgna and Valley Cesso - Doves-
Valley Casotto, Corsaglis, Ellerc and Pesio

Valdossola - Lake lapggiore - Biella - Aderno -
Graglia

Valley Strono = Goszano - Forpomanero Vergiato
(Major Beltrami, Commander of this Band fell
while fighting the Germans in the menth of
February)

LOMAARDY - Bergamasche Alps - Valley Trompias

VENETO - Mount Grappa (recently the band was attacked by
a Oerman force of 3500 men)

EMILIA = kodenese Appennines
VARCHE - Mownt San Vieino = Cingoli - Camerino
TUSCANY - lount Falterons
In all of Horthern Italy there exist "Reglonal Commands® that
are in touch with the Ttalian Supreme Command located in liberated
Italy. In all the principal centers there are "iilitary Committees
of Liberation". Although all possible aid is sent these resistance
groups by the Allied authorities as well as by the Ttalian Command
yet these fighting men are mainly supplied by the Italian patriotic
population in that area. Then in additien to these small or large
organized bands there are the millions of patrictic Ttalians whe
fight the NAZI-FASCIST enemy however and wherever they can.
¥e shall give an example of the fighting that was done
by these bands in the area of the Province of Cuneo during the
month of March during Jerman mopping up operations against these
groups:
During the months of Jamuary and February a strong force
of Gerzan 5.5. troops were sent in this ares to clean out the
bands that were doing a great amount of sabotage. The 55 troeps
were not successful because the bands were clever enough to retire
to and hide in the mountaine. Towards the end of February the
Germans undertoock thelir task of mepping up with a much larger
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force consisting of about 2000 Mazi-Fascist troops and attacked
the bands hiding in the sone of Boves, After five days of fighting
the Italian patriots decided to retire to safety. About the middle
of larch the Germans launched an organized and coordinated cam-
paizn of mopping up these groups in the valleya south of the
Cunsc-londovi zone. This time they employed about 10,000 men:
During the course of the fighting that ensued the following events
osoourred:
1. lMarch 15 - contemporaneous mopping-up eperations in the
valleys of Pesls, Ellerc, Corsaglia and Casotto -
the band of Valley Corsaglia after indecisive fighting
withdrew.
larch 16 - after indecisive fishting against greatly
superior numbara the band of Valley Casotto withdrew
0y
March 18 - the bands of these two Valleys (Corsarlis
and Casotto) after the eventz of the preceding days
unlted their forces and attacked the Germans in the
high valley of Casotto and began driving them towards
the tom of Pemparato. In the meantime the Cermans
from the south cccupy Ormea. The valleys of Ellero and
Peslo are blocked while the Ttalian patriots momentarily
await an enemy attack.
March 23 - The Jerman Command premising liberty proposes
conditions of surrender to the bands of the Zllars and
Pesio valleys. The proposal is refused.

larch 25 = The Gormans make a second proposal of surrender
and this is aleo refused by the patriots,

larch 26 - The band of the Ellero valley is attacked,
withstands the blow and withdraws safely. The band in
the valley of Pesio is still blocked.

Larch 30 - The band of the Pesio valley organizes itself
in the mountain, remains blocked tut the enemy does
not attack in foree. In tm patrol encounters 1 Yazis
ara wounded and cnly one patriot.

April T - large Oerman forces attack the Pesis valley.

These operations against the bands of the Cunese baginning
in Jumuary 194l necessitated on the part of the fermans the employ-
ment of a large volume of troops over a long perlod of time, Yot
they produced no appreciable results for the Ttalian bands taking
advantage of the terrain have kmown how to attack when suitabls
and to retreat and withdraw after having inflicted considerable

lsssea. Thus after the cycle of operations by the Germans had spent
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iteelf these bands would reforsm and reorganize for performing
work of sabotaging the German communicatisn lines like, the
destruction for axample, of the bridge and other works between
ficbllante and Vernante on the important commmication line of
the Colles di Tenda.

Following are two messages we have recently recoived
from the region of the Varche in connection with = vast and
bloody mopping-up operation:

"Everywhere there are going on bittor battles against
superior Jerman and Fascist forces. Our losses though
large are less than the enemies, Just the same all the
patriots of the Marches are waiting to remew the fight
while mothers, wives and innocent children ery over their
bodies of dear dead, shouting REVENGE.

I have by miracle fled fram the captivity of the Germans,
These cursed pecple have instituted an inhuman terrar. Only
God ean tell what thoy are doing."

Following is a translation of a document found on the
person of & Derman prisoner, clearly indicating that there is no
safety for the Jerman forces anywhere in ccoupied Ttaly:

FIFTH EOUNTAIN DIVISICH

From the Division Commandant
Larch 30, 15Lk

ACTIVITIES OF BADOGLIAN COMANISTS
1. On larch 23 anti-Oerman elements organized in the centre
of Home an ambuscade against a column of Cerman police on the
march. After having thrown three tubes of nitro=glycerine they
opened fire with sutomatic pistols and machine guns from the roofs,
the windows and the small windows of the canteens, During the fray
32 German police were killed snd 38 others were wounded, In other
parts of the city, particularly in the rerions of the perifory,
thers were other isclated attacks made with hand prenadss and port-
able arms against isolated Jerman vehicles. In reprisal it has been
ordered that for every Oerman killed 10 Badoglian cosmunists
would be executed. Already 320 rebels have been sxecuted.
2, It has been confirmed that lately there has besn an increase
in the activities of enesy bands. Criginally their activities were
linited to attacks against isclated German vehicles.
3« Partisan and sabotage activities are probably poing on all
over Ttaly, - REGR/DED
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L. The formation of partisan groups must be impeded by main-
taining continuous control over the Italian populstion. The
behavicur of the civilian population, particularly in the pones
of the highways to the rear, wust be under the constant surveil-
lance of the local military commands, of the section "E® and by
all the divisional road blocks. Suspected formation of partisan
groups and acts of insubordination on the part of the civilian
population should be communicated by the most rapid means to the
information section of that division. In such cases the division
offieial will act with the greatest severity.

5. As a defense against probebility of attack formations on
march and the perscnnel of each vehicle must have thelr weapans
always loaded end always manned. Trivers of isolated wvehicles shouwld
carry along as many hand grenades as possible.

6. Attention is called again to the permsnent order to the effect
that soldiers who leave their barracks must go fully armed at all
times.

T. The commanding officers of all ranks must constantly combat
the typlcal blind faith of the German soldier in the civilian
population of a foreim country. Into the mind of every man there
must be implented by constant repetition the idea that every civilian
is a potential agent or saboteur who will take advantage of trustful
nature of the Cerman soldier to do him harm,

By order of the Mvision Commandant
Signed: Prohl

From other sources of information we lmow that the greatest
part of the patriots refubed the offer of amesty that ended at
midnight of the 24th day of May, that there are continued attacks
against the bulldings scoupied by the Fascists and Nazis, the
Jerman Consulates have to be protected by armed puards, and that
many of the Fascist hierarchs are being killed, among whom lately
wns the Fascist Minister of the Navy.

The organized and unorganized resistance and fighting that
has bean and is still belng done by the Italian people in the
Gorman ocoupied part of Italy has by now received world-wide and
even officlal military recognition. In his recent statement U.5.

Senator Albert B, Thomas of UWﬁ acts of sabotage done
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by the Italian patriots as the result of which, he stated, the
railroads in central and northern Italy are almost completely
out of operation,

On May 27, 15LL Radio Maples broadeast instructions to the
Italian patriots coming from the Headquarters of General Alexander.

(n the same day the Ceneral Headquarters of feneral
Alexander issued the following communique on the activitiss of
the Italian patriots:

“A battalion of Alpine troops of the JULTA Division

has joined with a group of Awstrian anti-Yazis and

thus have formed & strong nucleus that harasses

German traffic in tho Vittorio Veneto region. Other

froups of patriots control the zone between Lake

Como and the Swiss border.®

On May 23 the Oeneral Headquarters of Jeneral Alecander
issued the following communique;

"Patriots of the first and second brigades GARTEALDI

contrel vast gones and mamy inhabited localities

in Pledmont, in the Emilie, in Tuseany, and in the

Marche."

In fact the Headquarters of Oeneral Alexander now issues
regular tulletins on the activities of the Italian Front of Patriot
Resistance.

The bulletin of May 20 stated that at least & German
divisions were held in northern Italy by the activities of the
patriots. "The danper of an eventual battle breaking out on
the Italian Front of Liberation, which may happen at any moment,
prevents the Jermans from using these § Divisiens against the Anglo-
American Fifth and Eighth Armies."

The recent offensive for the taking of Home has been
a hard and bloody one. Tho can say what the outeome would have
bean if these six Cerman divisions had been hurled against the
Allied Forces at a critical momant during the numercus attacks
they made to stem the tide of Allied victory?

In addition to the constant warfare that the Ttalian
pecple in northern Italy have waged against the Oerman invader

. they have not hesitated to cripple the Oerman and Fascist war
power by the weapon of the STRIKE. Undaunted by all the threats

REGR; _ED

- PNCL: ¢ .1 22

-T2 =



of execution they have organized and carried out stoppages
of work which no other Jerman-occupled population in western
EBurcpe has dared. On this score let us quote from the Swiss
newspaper "Libera Stampa® of Lugano on March 15, 15Lk:

#The general strike from Varch 1 to March & inveolved not
only the industriel workers of the great cities of !Mlan, Turinm,
and Trieste, but also those in small fmctories in the provinecial
genters. Then the sirens of Milan gave the signal at 10 A.M. on
March 1, work coased as if by magic. Operators stopped all machinery
and transportation facilities, and office erployees walked out.
Technicians and manapgers cooperated. The workers then silently
left the factorles and, obeying the orders of the organizers,
returned to their homes."

Commenting the Swiss paper "Doverc" of Bellinzona said:

"These strikes were a dress rchearsal and greatly alarmed
the Fas-:i:‘t.a.‘ The experiment proved formidable and since it succeedsd,
it means the workers are ready to obey any orders against their
Fascist oppressors when the moment arrives."

In conclusion let us add that nowhere in Italy is the Cerman
goldier hated and detested like in Northern Italy. The Italian
paople in these parts cannot forget that periodically for centuries
they have been invaded and their lands laid waste by these Teutonic
hordes. In the last war part of Nertherm Italy was invaded and
ocoupied by the Oerman army. lMany fathers and brothers still living
bear the scars and wounds they received at the hands of the Gersans
in that war. This traditional hatred and the great love that the
Horthern Ttalisn fesels for his country drives him relentlessly
on to whatever sacrifices may be needed in order to "drive the
invader from his soil."

It must also be stressed that while armed resistance to the
Germans and ssbotage activities were so prominent in occupied Italy,
in the liberated regions not a single sabotage attempt has ocourred
go far, though enormous smount of Allied material and equipment is

left unguarded throughout Southern Italy.
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ITALIAN AIR FORCE:

WHAT IT HAS DRIE
2. Shortly after the publication of the Ammistice the Italian
Alr Force consisted of the following:

115 Pursuit and fighter planes
90 Transport and bomber planes

50 Hydroplanes
_5_:J_leu of miscellansous types
305 Total
The land organization and services were still in efficient
working condition in the provinces of Puglie and the island of
Sardinis, but in the other reglons they had been destroyed.
Almost all of the industrial plants are located in central and
northern Italy (which has been) under German domination.
But with the meagre means at hand the Ttalian Alr Force
has performed the following services from September 8, 1943 to

April 15, 19LL as its contribution in the war against Cermany:

Hours of flight 12,500
Kumber of missicns 9,000
Bombe dropped, HKg. Lo,000
Rounds fired 100,000
Supplies air-flowm to

fighting troops, Kg. 150,000
Shipwrecked and wounded

picked up 19
Vail snd material flown

A8 900,000
Passengers transported 2,500
ifiles of flights 25,200,000

In the course of the forepoing activities; subject to
strict control and limitations by the ACC, the Italian Air
Forces have performed the following military operations:

l. Heavy and anti-persomnel bombardments,
machine gpunning and reconnaissance in the
Balkan peninsula (western sone). In
Yontenegro over 100 military vehicles were
destroyed by the Air Force.

2+ Anti-submarine escort and search of ship-
wrecked men in the Ionian and Adristic seas.

-
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3. Trans g of men and supplies to the
ITtalian and partisan troops fighting in
Vontenegre and for the maintenance of com-
munications between the Itallan mainland,
the Islands and North Africa,
In these operations the air force sustained the follewing
losses from September 8, 1943 te April 15, 15lk:

Dead - &0 men
Lost - L6 men

The work of the Italian Air Force was praised highly by
R«d.F. Air Commodore Foster, head of the Sub-cormission of the
Adr Forces of the ACC, in a message issued by him when he laft
Italy in March 19L4. The London Times of April 25, 15LL pub-
lished an articls describing end praising the results accomplished
by the Italisn Air Force apainst all odds and difficulties. In
his speech to the House of Commons on May 2L, 15LL Prime Vinister
said in this regard;
"The Italisn Air Force that remained faithful has
fought so well that I am making particular efforts
to furnish it with better planes of Eritish con-
struction.”
It might be well to emphasige that in all of the foregoing
work and services rendered, Itelian equipment exclusively has

been used.

TWHAT COULD HAVE HEEN DONE

25, The activities of the Italian Air Force have been limited
and been strictly subject to the minute conmtrol of the ACC and

of the Allied Air authorities, In particular, the ACC has limited
to the Balkans the area over which the air force is permitted

to function on military operations. All eperations have had to

be first submitted to the Head of the Sub-commission of Aero-
nautics of the ACC. Thus what was expected to be only a control
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became direct command by the ACC so that the Italian Oeneral
Staff and the Air Unit Command were completely displaced in

their suthority over their omm alr forces located on the Ttalian
mainland. The ACC has forbidden the use of Ttalian bambing planes
on offensive bombing missions, and has forbidden up untdl a few
days aro the use of radio commnication between land stations or
between land stations and planes in flight.

The planes that have been used in these operations are of
an antiquated type and on account of lack of repairs and spare
parts their efficiency is very doubtful. Since the Gth of
Septamber 1943 because of the lack of airplane factories in
Southern Italy and as no material aid has been given us by the
Allies these planes have been kept aloft by the patient and rational
use of materials and parts recovered from Siecily, Sardinia and
Worth ifrica. Dut even these have now become exhausted so now
it has become even more necessary that aid be received fres
Allied resources. The most pressing of needs are planes and new
motors. The Italian Ar Force has within its ranks & large mass
of pilots and technicians of high professional abilitles and
would be very capable of using and =aintaining at a high rate of
efficiency Allied planes and equipment.

With the Italian air personnsl actuslly available at this
time (pilots, specialists, mechanics and supervisory) a total
of 1,100 planes could be manned on the basis of 60% for pursuit,
30% for bombing, 104 for sea planes. If at least 500 aviation
prisoners in Allied hands could be relsased and integrated in
the present perscnnel an additional 500 planes could be kept
aloft, thus making a total of 1,500 planes. The planes of the
Italian Air-Force that found safety in Southern Italy after the
Armistice numbering 305 are now reduced to 250. The Italian
aviators most of whom today are lying about idle ask for nothing
more than that they be given a chance to fight and make thelr
full contribution for the achievement of the common victory.

#
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ITALTAN MAVY: WHAT IT HAS DOME

26, The important contribution that the Italian Mavy has made
in the war against the common enemy has been so often recognized
by the highest Allisd authorities that it might seem superflucus
to mention it here in detail, We refer to the speoches of Prizme
Linister Churchill on February 22, 15kl snd on ey 2L, 15LM, and
to the statement of Admiral John Cunninphem, Allied Commander-—
in-Chief, lediterransan Area, on May 28, 19lL. Tharefore we
shell confine curselves here to the principal items,
Immeciately after the events that succeeded the publica-
tion of the Armistice the Italian Naval Forces stood as follows:
5 Battleships (one of which was damaged)
9 Cruisers
11 Destroyers
LD Torpeds boats and corvettes
37 Submarines
30 MAS and light torpedo boats
Awdliary and small boats
ALl of these units had to be transferred, in pursusnoe to
the terms of the Armistice, scme (the large battls units) to
Allied bases, some to the beses in Liberated Italy such as
Taranto, Zrindisi, Ia Vaddalens and other ports that had been
defended by Italian troops against the Jermans., Then, too, the
Ttalian Navy had under its control the important arsenal at
Taranto, and one efficlent territorial organization and many
other services in Southern Italy and in Sardinia.
During the period commencing September §, 1943 and ending
April 30, 15LL the Italian lavy performed the following services
on behalf of the Allies:

1. 356 war missions employing L32 wnits covering
a total of 130,021 miles.

2. 542 transfer movements covering a total of
219,150 miles.

3+ 108 units transported Italian troops and materiel,
eovering a total of 38,L10 miles and transporting

111,512 men.
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L. 36 units u! Cruisers and Torpeds boats were used

for fast transportation of 13,507 Allied troops
and covering 23,LLlL miles.

5. Escortad &5 Itallan passenger ships covering a
total of 21,009 miles.

&, The most important work done for the Allies con-
edsted in escorting 308 Allied convoys comprising
a total of 4,022 ships having a total tomnape of
32,595,000, For this purpose 062 escort wnits
were used that trawveled & total distance of
214,318 miles.

The total movements made by units of the Italian Navy from
September 8, 1543 to April 30, 194l amount to 1,889 in numbey,
covering a total distance of &L6,370 miles. In the course of all
these activities the following military operations were per-

formed:

1. Actions of shelling of the eastern coast of the
Adriatic.

2. Patrolling elong the whole of the Adriatic sea
for the purpose of intercepting enemy traffic and
protecting the landings in Dal=atia.

3. Hescue of Italian and Allied military personnel
from Albenia and Greece.

4. Numerous missions by sibmarines and small torpedo-
boats for the transportation of Italian and Allied
secret service and sabotage personnel in various
localities. In the performance of these services
several units were lost.

5. Trips by submarines and destroyers for the furnish-
ing of supplies to troops on the Aegean Islands.

6. Actions by destroyers and torpedo-boats for search-
ing out Oerman naval forces and protecting Italian
positions, particularly in the Tonian Islands,
Sardinia and Corsica. In these actions several
units were lost.

During the period beginning Septesber 8, 1943 and anding
April 30, 15LL in all its cperations the Italian Nevy has suffered

the following losses:
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1 Battleship of 35,000 tons (Roma)
L Destroyera

5 Torpedo-boats

1 Corvette

1 Submarine

16 Sadl Torpedo-bosts

During the same perdod 733 men were ikilled, 6,360 men were
lost, 748 men were wounded. The percentage of losses in propertion
to the total personnel employed amounted to 207.

Although for security reasons we do not have the figures
of the total movements of the Allied Vediterranean fleet, yot
we are in a position to say on belief that the oparations of
the Italian lavy represent a hipgh proportion of the total of
Allied fleet movements, This, of course, permitted the Allies
to transfer a large number of their ships to services on the
other high seas.

But even ocutside the Lediterransan the work of the Ttalian
Havy has become important, as was recognized by Prime inister
Churchill in his speech of lay 2Lth, These activities have
consisted chiefly of doinp scouting work by fast cruisers based
at Freetown for the purpose of intercepting German corsairs locse
on the high seas. A group of submarines is stationed at Dermuds
and another group with its owm swcdliary ship is located at
Colembo, India.

The argenals of the Italian Navy from September 8, 1543 to
March 31, 19LL have performed 350 items of repairs to Allied
ships having a total tonnage of 900,000 on 130 units put in dry-
dock and employing 120,000 man days of labor. On these repairs
wers also engaged an additional 1,000 or more highly skilled

Workers.
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27, Although the facts piven above are rather impressive, yet

the I'r.l.'li.u-a Havy could have made an even preater contribution to
the common cause had it been permitted to do se, The twe modern
battleships are at anchor in an Egyptian port with a reduced por-
sonnel and with the firing apparatus removed from the cannons.
The VITTORIO VENETO is in fair shape and ready. The TTALIA
has a bulge in her deck caused by a Jerman bomb on September %,
1543, Unless repair work is started, so far the Allies have not
permitted any, it will be mors difficult and costly to put these
ships in serviceable condition later on because of water
corrosion and harm to the electrical system, The three battle-
ships of 27,000 tons are %t Malta with reduced personnel and
with the firing apparata removed from the cannons. The DUILIO
and the DORIA are ready for actlon as ships. The GIULIO CESARE
requires some repairs. These five battleships are thus not actually
utilized, their personnel is insufficient and the equipment
gradually deteriorating, Later on it will be more diffieult not
only to put them in fighting condition materially but it will
aleo take longer to re-train the personnel needed. So far the
AMlied authorities have ziven no heed to the mumersous requests
made by the Italian povernment to put all these ships in fight-
ing shape and to man them with a full complement, so that Italy
could make this additional contribution to the war effort
against the common enemy.

The personnel of the Italian Navy has been reduced to
5,104 officers and Th,065 men. Of this number 29,000 are on
board ships and 1,000 form a regiment that has been fighting
on the Cassino front and has taken part in the offensive for the
liberation of Rome. Because the requests of the Ttalian povern-
ment have not been granted by the Allied authorities we have
had to discharge an additional 500 officers and 10,000 men,
all of whom are highly trained and enxious to fight against the
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common enemy. The men of the Italian Navy now availsble are
among our vory best trained sailors for at the time of the
publication of the Armistice all of the ships and the MNaval
hcademy succeeded in reaching the reglons of Iiberated Italy.
In Southern Italy there was on hand a select land service per-
sonnel while many sesmen who were csught in Northern Italy hawve
come down into Southern Ttaly by crossing the lines at great
personal risk. There are no insuperable difficulties agalnst
the full utilisation of this highly trained group of men. If
the battleships were put in serviceable readiness a largs
number of these men could keep themselves in training shape,
They all are desirous of fighting the common enemy. It is up
to the Allied suthorities to permit them to do so.

THE ITALIAN ARMY:
28. Immediately after the publication of the Armistice the
status of the Italian Army on the mainland of Liberated Ttaly
and the Islands was as follows:
= 9 lobile divisions
=12 Divisions for coastal protection
= A variety of minor units
= Services and supplies end military
erganization; still functioning
efficiently in Puglie and Sardinia,
seriously disorganiged in Calabria,
totally disappeared in Sicily and the
ia.
= The total in men of the above forces was
430,000, almost half of which was in Sardinia.
These units wore in possession of a measre amount of trans—
portation facilities and were armed with equipment unsuitable for
modern warfare. Nobwithstanding such handicaps these troops,
as has already been related elsewhore, attacied the Gersan
forces immedistely and continued to fight alongside the Allied
troops until the 20th of September 1543, at vhich time the
Allied Military Mission issued an order coming from a superior
command that the Ttalisn trocps were not to participate in any

more fighting on the Italiesn mainland wntil further orders.
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Later on following repeated and insistent pleas by the

Italisn government permission was glven for sending to the
front lines a motorized force of 10,000 men (conaisting of a regi-
mant of infantry with several batteries of artillery). This
force was permitted to enter the front lines during the first
daya of Decembar 193 alongside the American Fifth Army. Their
courage and spirit in battle were of the highest ocrder according
to a message sent by Oeneral Mark Clark on December 20, 1743 to
the Italian Command in which he said:

"I want to congratulate the officers and men

of your command on the success of thelir attack

last night at lount Lungo and on hill number

AL3. This action demonstrated the determina-

tion of the Italian soldier to free his country

from German domination. The determined will

of the Italian soldiers to liberate their

native soil from the Hazl yoke until final
victory by fighting over hard and diffienlt

terrain can well be an le to all the other
peoples of Europe who are lignting against Cerman
gppression.”

Howsver; all the requests of the Italian government (which
we shall set forth later on in this study) for permission to
make a larger contribution through its armed forces to the war
effort went for the most part unheeded. In fact the ACC de-
cided that the Italian troops to be sent to the front lines
were never to exceed 11,100 men. This limited number has been
strictly adhered to by the Allied authorities despite the repeated
demands by the Italian government that it be increased.

But on account of the necessity of rotation of troops the
actual number of the Italian Corps of Liberation now number about
21,000 (14,000 of the First Force and 7,000 of paratroops of tha
HEMBO division). This contingent of troops has had an active part
in the late offensive for the taking of Home but not to the ex-
tant that the Itelian people would have wanted and that had been
promised in the fall of 1543 by General Eisenhower. It has been
armod and equipped exclusively from Ttalian materiel.

The ACC has asked that the Italian povernment furnish alsos
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101,100 soldiers for home security

180,000 for employment by the Allies in various services

45,170 for central organisation, territorial bodies and

services.

The greatest part of this total of 340,470 men has already
been furnished,

There are Italian soldiers working with Allied units in
all sorts of services, [rom engineers to front-lins food suppliers
and groups of laborers. All these troops are rendering valuable
aarvices and a large part of them are located in the military
operational zones directly behind the froat lines (including the
Anzio beach-head) where they have alse piven their contributien
in numercus losses in lives. If these rear-line troops could be
counted as belonging to the Italian Corps of Liberation, in the
sane menner that other military commands usually classify
their rear and fromt-line trocps, the actual number of combatant
troops would be more than couble the number that immediately bae-
long to the Italian Corps of Liberaticn.

There are also 16,000 Italian soldiers who assist the
Allied forces in manning of anti-airoraft batteries.

The Italian troops have rendered the following ser-
vices of military value to the common causa, all of these
services having been performed exclusively with Italian equip-
ment notwithstanding the almost total lack of materials:

1. 700 XM of highways for motor traffic have been
repaired and maintained.

2. About 30 EM of new higiways constructed.

3+ Depadired and put into operation the plant and
equipment of the railroad statlons at Fogria,
Termoli and Taranto; of the reundhouse, of the
station at 8. licola and the naval workshops
of Tosl at Taranto.

L. Repaired and put in working conditicn the rail-
road tracks and switching yurds on the rail line
Calahro=Lucana, the freight and passenper yards,
of the line Catanzaro Marina and Catanzars City,
&nd tha 5. Eufemis-Lamegia line.
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5. 120 bridges rebuilt.

Important and useful for the Allied cause was the military
inforaation service that was set up almost from nothing by the
Itallan Command after the Armistice. A close net-work of sacret
information and eounter-espionage service orpanized by the
Italian government works in the closest collaboration with the
Allied authorities who have often expressed their highest appreciation
for this important Italian contribution. For instance:

1. Up to date 2l secret information missions have
been sent into the Cerman-ocoupled zone and 26
commmmication missions in the same Zone to the
bands of Italian patriots.

2. 63 air-drop supply fields have been organized
in Germun-occupied territory where %1 supply drops
were made having a total weight of 99 tons.

In Derman-occupied Ttaly this secret service orpanization
has organized numerous cells for gathering information and per-
forming sabotage work. Manmy persons belonging to the Italian
Armed Forces have orpanized and directed the bands of Ttalian
patriots.

The foregoing is only & brief resume of what contribution
the Italian Ammy has been permitted to make to "drive the in-
vader from its seil." That it wanted to and could have dons
more are matters that find ample proof in our records and files

a8 will be shown in the following section 30,

ITALIAN ACTIVITIES IN THE BALKANS

25, As has already been related, Italian troops in the Balkans
foupht the Oermans immediately after the Armistice was published
and later withdrew to the mountaina. For several weeks the

Germans wers opposed by 9 Ttalian divisions almost all mobile

but scattered over o vast territory, and not in communication

with one another, nor to a larpe extent with the Italian povern-
ment. There were also various minor autonomous groups, The

supply services of these troops were completely gone and no
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supplies were sent to them by the Allies. Later on the Italian
governzent was muthoriszed to re-establish communications with
these troops, but althouph regmular contacts have been established
with the GARIBAIDT division that is fighting with the forces of
TITO, great difficulties have been encountersd in establishing
contacts with the small proups that are still fighting in isclated
points of the Falkans,

Ve shall relate hers enly facts supported by evidence that
come from informetion which we imow to bo absolutely reliable.
Cortainly it can be inferred that this is only a wery small part
of the actual fishting that has pone on.

1, A lerge part of tha PINEROLO division, the AOSTA

eavalry regiment and elements from the CASAIE and FORLI

divisions, whe had withdram to the mountains of Thessaly
in Greece, fought the Oermans until October 1k, 1943 when
the Communist organizetion ELAS treachercusly disarmed
then in spite of the protests from the BEritish Military

Masion, The Alpine proup MANFREDINI of 2,000 men is

atill fighting in the mountains of Epirus.

2, In Albania remnants from the FIFENZE and SRERIERD

divisions and from other minor units are still fighting

the Cermans in the mountains where they were Jjoined by

Albanian patricts.

3. The most important fighting by Italian troops in the

Relkans has taken place in Jupp-Slavia. After many com-

bats in which our troops foucht the Jermans alone or in

cooperation with the partisans of TITO; the Italian forces
wore reorganized in December, 193 into the new all-

ITtalian CARTRALDT division which is a repular unit of

TITO'S Army. The GAHITBAIDY divieion is still fighting

in Vontenegro and has repulsed the sixth Cermen offensive.

Clashed with Oerman and "Chetnik" troops have been very
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mumarous, among the most important being those of

Priepolji; Plevia, Jabuka, Kamena, Oora, Odasc, Hroadarevo,

Perens, Murina, and Andrevica. TITO'S commnigques have

often praised the DARIBAILII.

L. In addition to this all-Ttalian division, minor Ttalian

units, inecluding the MATTEOTTI baf:ta.liun, were incorporated

into the partisan corps. According to a statement made

by Marshal TITC in his interview with a "Reuter” corre-

spondent early in May 1900, over 30,000 Italisn soldiers

are fighting at prosent in Jupo-Slavia on the side of the
partisans. Italian losses have been very heavy in this
region. '

For the purpose of assisting the land operations and
supplying the Italian and partisan troops, units of the Ttalian
aviation have gone into action, engaging in bombing missions,
strafing, anti-personnel boebing, reconnaissance, and carrying
supplies by plane. Almost every day during the first months
{less frequently during the winter months on account of bad
weather) and now oftener with the coming of spring Ttalian
planes of all types:

1. Raid the German air and naval bases in Jugo-Slavia
and Albania; inflicting heavy losses on the enemy and
frequently sngaging in aerial combats.

2. Ferry supplies of mmitions, food and clothing,
almost always alone, to the partisan groups, par-
ticularly in Montenegro, and ferrying back the
wounded. This is being done under diffiecult landing
conditiona at the alrport of Berane.

Units of the Ttalian fleet and submarines have done very
Important work in the Adriatic in support of TITO'S forces. In-
-jured and other troops are brought to Italy for rest and in Italy
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they are welcomed and helped by the Italian authorities and people.
The courage and the fiphting qualities of the Italian

troops in Jugo=Slavia have been praised often by the Allied

Elitary Authorities and by TITO himself, Almost every day

gince September §, 1943 the Allied radio broadeast official

commmimes to that effect. For instance:
1. Jamary 3, 194k london BRC: "The Jugo-Slav radio has
broadcast that during the fighting that took place in the
sector of Novi Basar, Ttalian proups incorporated in the
Army of Liboration have gpiven fine proofl of their great
valor in battle. Reference is made to the 3rd Erigade of
the MARTBAIDT division."
2. January 9, 19L) Vosecow radic; "In Jugo-3lavis in the cone
of Plevlja Italian troops in the past few days exterminated
several hundreds of Cermans and captured a larpe amount of
baoty."
3. Yarch 23, 194l Lenden EBC: "Accordins to information from
Gorman gources, in Bosnia Italian units have launched o
violent attack against Cerman positions 50 1 east of
Serajevo. The battle continues.n®
L. March 25, 154k London BEC: "Today's commnique from the
General Headquarters of the Jugo=Slavien Army of ILiberation
declares that fighting with the Jugo-Slav Army is &8 full
Ttalian divislon and other mmaller groups,!
S. April 22, 19Lk: Marshal TITO sends a message of con-
gratulations and thanks to the Italian division CARTRALDT
for the herolc fighting done by it against the Cormans.
& May &, 15LL London 08C: "fhe head of the Military
ldsaion of Marshal Tito at London, General Wellebit, said
that the Italian division GARIEALDI has reached a good
state of training and constitutes a high-grade combatant
force."
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IE ITALTAN ARMY:
WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE FOR THE COMLCH CAUSE

30. The Italian troops that were located in Puglie at the date
ef the Armistice immediately joined with the Allied troops in the
common fight to drive the Germans from Italian territory. During
these first few days this voluntary ald wes asked for and gladly
accepted by the Allied Cosmand, However, on September 21, 1943,
General Macfarlane, head of the Allied 1filitary Mission to the
Italian government,; verbally communicated an order that he had
recelved from a superior authority thet Italian troops were no
longer to participate in front-line fighting until further orders.
Immediately Marshal Badoglio protested against this decision

and on Soptembor 22nd he sent & telegram to the Allied Cum-mdml'-
in=Chief declaring that the Italian trocps wanted to continue
fighting againet the Jermans. No response was ever received to
this telegram.

(n September 29 at the Malta Conference larshal Badoglio
spontaneously offered to utilisze all the armed strength and re-
sourges of the Italian nation to fight alongside of the Allied
forces against the Gormans. He particularly offered the
parachute division "Hembo" and two infantry divisions then
located in Sardinia. But the offer, as shomn by the proceedings
of the Conference, was turned down by Oen. Alexander who remaried
that "the plsns for the campaim in Italy have already been
minutely prepared in all their details and thus the participation
of Ttalisn troops cannot be considered." Although Ceneral
Eigenhower stated at the time: "I am sure Gemeral Alexander can
adjust the matter in such a way so that we can arrive at effec-
tive collaboration. I ses no difficulty in permitting Ttalian
troops to enter Rome with the first troops to arrive there.”
Ttalian participation in active fighting against the Germans
was kept down to a minimum through no fmult of our own and in spite
of our continued and repesated offers; as will be shown later.
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To supplesent this offer, on September 30, the day after the
Conference, there was sent to Den. Gisenhower and to his Chief of
Staff Oen. B, Smith by the Italian High Cormand a memorandum, which
Italian authorities were given no opportunity to present at lalta,
containing the follewing proposals of military collaboration: the
ttilization in the immediate future of seven Ttalian divisions and of
a motorized corps of about 10,000 men. Three mere divisions sould
be ready in the near future. This would be dene exclusively with
Ttallan materiel, and the Allies were only asked to furnish the means
of transporting to the Itelian mainland the Ttalian troops in Sardinia
and Corsies and to give thedr permission to recover arms and materiel
froa Sicily and Calabris. No direct snswer was ever received.

On October 3, 19L3 an offer was sent to the head of the
Allied Military Nission to utilize the Ttalian Priscners of War
for the formation of several large fighting wnits. This offar
“was made again on October 11, and 25, 1543 by the Italian Supreme
Command and has been repeated times without nunmber since then but
up to date no positive actionm has been taken.

A few days later on Cctober 8, 1943 Varshal Dadoplic sew
General Alexander who, in principle, declared himself in faver
of effective participation by Ttalian troeps in military opera-
tions. lNo concrete steps were taken by the Allied avthorities
for the conditioning and use of the Italian troops in further-
ance of this declaration.

Cn Octeber 10, 1943 the Ttalian Supreme Command offered
the First Assault Troop Battalion f.ﬂ.rdit:l.i, who are particularly
trained in sabotage warfare, with ths understanding that the
Mlies would provide the air transportation. The answer was in
the negative,

On October 12, at the time of Italy's formal declaration of
war on Jermeany, Marshal Badoglis again wrote to Gen. Elsenhower

as follows:
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Fiiow that Italy has declared war on Oermamy, if it is
desired that this be more than a mere platonic pesture
it is necessary that you take into consideration our
requests oo that we may be placed in a position to render
the greatest possible collaboration to the forces under
your command. TYou have written me that the eventual
batterment of the conditions of the armistice would
depend upon the action taken by the Italian Covernment.
But if you do not help me I shall be able to give
nothing more than good-will.®

In this regard Uarshal Badoglio made the following offers:

1) Alpine troops (very useful on account of mountainous
terrain and Grenadiers etc. = a total of four divisions,

to be transported from Sardinia. The transporting would
have to be done by the Allies since they have requisitioned
all our ships.

2) Other divisions could be made ready if we could be given
back our material located in Sicily and Tunisia.

3) With Italian prisonersz and volunteers there could be
organizged large units willing to fipght for the liberation
of our country.

"It is a great honor" - concludes the Marshal - "to
give our blood for the liberation of our country."
Again two days later, on October 1, writing to Cen.

Eisenhower; larshal Badoglio said:

MIf you would help me as I have indicated in my letter of
only a few days ago, you shall see that our efforts will
miltiply and be of great aid to our common cause.”
However on Cctober 17 Oen. Taylor informed the Ttalian

Government

"For the moment it is not our plan to use in military
oporations other Italisn troops outsids of the motorized

COTPS .
It is planned to use 10 Italian divisions for the defense
of lines of communication in the peninsula and the islands,
some units for the anti-aircraft and cosstal defenses and
some units for engineering work. The Italian air-forces
will be used only in the Balkans.™
This snswer to owr commmications was very discouraging.
We replied, however, assuring the Allied Command of our fullest
collaboration within the limits indicated by the= and reiterating

our desire to render greater aid, stressing the fact that in
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Sardinia there were four Ttalian divisions ready to be used
azainst the Oermana,

On Ooctober 22, 1943 the Ttalian High Command informed Jan.
Elsenhower through the offices of the Ttalian Uiasion headed by
Oen. Castsllanc at Algiers of the possibllity and opportunity
of using our Alpine units, more acoustomed to mountain warfare
than the Allied troeps, in braken and muntnim:; terrain which
does not lond itself to motorized troop movements.

On October 26, 1543 the Italian Supreme Command instruscted
the Italien Military Mission at Alziers to offer to the Allied
authorities to transfer from Sardinia three divisions of Infantry,
one division of Paratroops, 3 divisions of Coastal Defense, 1
Alpine corpa group, Orenadiers, and other minor units - all
of these troops to be used in the battle apainst the Cermans,
Again the answer was in the negative.

On October 30 Oem. Eisenhower autharized the readiness of
an Italian division to fight alongside the Allied troops, The
worle of furnishing and preparing was imediately begun by the
Italien Command, who informed the Mlied authorities that the
division selected was the IZZNO. The readiness of thia
division had progressed almost to completion in the matter of
training, arsament and equipmant frem excluslive Ttalian resources.
By a sories of commmications, some oral and some in writing,
the utilization of this division was so obstructed by the
Allied Military Authorities, even to the point of resorting to
the requisitionine of its draft-ani=als, that in the end it
could mo longer be prepared for effective military service. A
few days later Ceneral Alexander declared that the Italian
participation would have to be limited to the motorized corps
lhn.darprqpu'-dmdt.unmrpuorllpinn troops instead of a
division. The Italian government immediately and azain insisted
that Oen. Elsenhower authorize a mueh larger participation,

Cn Cetober 20 Oen. Zisemhowor answered Tadoglic's letter
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"I am very sympathetic to the possibilitios which Fyou

have enumerated.

sssssTOEDorary limitations rule out, for some time at

least, a number of your proposals which otherwiss would

+s+02h8 We advance farther North in Italy the need for

mountain troops will becoms more acute. The excel-
lence of Ttalian mountain troops 1is wull=lmowm, and we
hope to be able to take full advantage of their assistance
when the time comes.

ssseaThe ocoupation of fome will undoubtedly necessitate

the smployment of certain Ttalian troopa.n

n Hovember 29, 1543 the new Ttalian Chief of Staff, larshal
Nesse, in explaining his program to the Allied Eilitary Mission
indicated the great possibilities of the Ttalian Ammy and its
needs of personnel and material, Yo direct answer has ever
been received to the Propesals.

On Jenuary lst,, 194l the Ttalian Command insisted again
that the Paratroops of the NEMBO division be utilised in con=-
Junction with the Corps that had entored the front lines just
a few days before. It was not until the middle of MNay, 15l)
that the NEVBO division was transferred by the Allisd Eilitary
Authorities from Sardinia to the ITtalian mainland, It LT
assipned to the Ttalian Corps of Liberation merely for the purposa
of allewing rotation of front-line troops, but with the dafinite
order that at no time must the Corps exceed the masdimum fighting
strength of 14,100 men as was fixed by an order of the ACO
on April 6, 194k,

From these repeated refusals the Italian povernment deew
the unaveidable conclusion that while the Allied governments
insisted on evidence of groater Italian participation in the
War, the Allied ¥ilitary Authorities were clearly against
allowing the Italian armed forces to participate in military
oparations.

mrwmlrwnntmﬂqrdidmt roceive any aid in arms
and material for the preparation of combat units but in many
cases even the Ttalian arms which had been potten together with

great difficulty for the arming of its own units wore taken away
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by order of Allied !Mlitary Authorities and sent to Yuposlavia
and to other countries., Desides blocking the use of arms and
Italian raw materials the Allied muthorities have requisitioned
lerge amounts of material, arms and mmitions, smong which were
the followino: .
360 mortars of Ol and pleces of smaller calibre.

1,500 portable arms.

Cwver 2,000,000 rounds for portable arms.

A quantity of sccessories for under-water arms.

Particularly crippling, since it made impossible the prepa-
ration of the projected large army units, was a request by the Allies
for arms in December 1943 and one for mules in April, 19Lk. Noreover
the Italian soldiers snxious to fight the Dermans were humiliated not
only by the taking of their arms away from them but by putting them to
work in the rear as unloaders of ships and repairers of roads. For
these joba plenty of civilian man-power was available.

A typioal case is that which happened in Corsica. The
importance of the contribution made by the Ttalian troops in
the liberation of Corslea can be demonstrated not only by the
declarations of Prime inister Churchill, already quoted, by
accounts in the Corsican press, as the ovents were hapoening,
by the various letters addressed by French generals to the
Italian Generals commanding our troops in Corsica, by the evi-
dent numerdcal superiority of the Italian units and means used
against the Germans in proportion to those amployed at the
same tize In the operations by the Allies and the French, but
above all by the number of Italian dead which in &1l reached
a total beyond a thousand men.

As to the four Italian divisiens, which fought for the
Allied cause in Corsica, it was asked that upon their leaving for
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Italy they leave in the Tsland not only the small mmount of
French arms but also & large part of theiy (Ttalian) metorized
equipment and artillery, In Justification of this request it
was said that this would aveid unneceasary transportation of
material and obviate the sending of new equipment in Corsica.
It was promised by Oensral Theodore Foosevelt, Gen. Eisenhower's
special envoy to Sardinia, that the saterial siven up would be
replaced with other equipment that weuld be issued them in
Italy. This up to now has not been done. A larpe number of
Italian troops varving from five to ten thousand men has never-
theless continued to render services in Corsica from last
Hovembar untdl now on work of clearing the fields of mines, the
retullding of roads and on other important war wark.

The same thing happened to the Ttalian troops in the Aepean
Islands, The CUNEO division and the remants of the division FESTIA
and other minor wnits after having fousht hard and well arainst the
Gormans wore transferred to Palestine in November and December of
1563 by Allied order. Oeneral Seldarelli was ordered by the
Ttalian Supreme Cosmand to re-organize these troops into the
one division (UNED and in conversations had with GCeneral Wilson
it was understood that thoy were to b used as a fighting unit.
Instead an order vas received from the ACO that this division
was to be used for labor services, The Italian authorities pro-
tested and insisted that it be used for fightine purposes, but
their requests were ipnored,

The Allied authorities are constantly making demands upon
the Italian Command for troops to perform awciliary services, such
as road repair, lengshoremen, etc, These requesta obstruct the
armyts plans of preparing the mini=um quota of fighting troops
allocated by the ACC and it cuts down the margins needed
for the organigation of other divisions. The work of road
repair and ship unloading, ete. are undoubtedly of groat valus,
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but to soldiers who are willing and anxious to fight for the
liberation of their soil these jobs are demoralising to their
fighting spirit. Civilian lsbor of which there is a preat abun-
dance could be utilized to greater advantage for this work and
in that way much of the unemployment that exists could be
eliminated.

The return of Italian volunteers from neutral countries is
also obstructed by the Allled suthorities despite the fact that
they would have raised the morale and spirit of the people. In
many cases they were persons who had fled from France and reached
Spain after having skillfully evaded the German authorities.

The efforts of Colonel Fanella commanding the GARTBALDT
IEGIOH to bring it from Algiers to fight at the Italian front
have so far come to naught. This legion is anti-Fasclst and
anti-Jerman in character for it fourht the German forces at
Tours in 1940 and after the fall of France many of them reached
llorth Africa. The GARTRALDT LEGICH represents the finest tra-
ditions of the Hisorpimento and would have constituted the best
link between the pest wars for the liberation of Italy and the
present one. Colonel Panella's offer so far has not been
accepted although these Italian soldiers, who were already
fighting the Germans in 1540, were askins only for the chance to
fizht apgain on behall of their country's freedom,.

The Itallan povermment has repeatedly asked that it be
authorized to send a larger mmmber of troops to participate in
the offensive for the taking of Eome in pursuance to the promise
made last fall by General Eisenhower. The answer of the ACC
wag that ingefar as the Italian Army was concerned it would
ba allowed to send the fixed number of 1L,100 of troops and not
one more. The Italian Alr Force had prepared a battalion of
assault troops (Arditi) and offered it to the Allied authorities
en May 11, 19LL but the answer was again in the negative. The
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Italian Suprems Command recently offered the CHENCNA division
but so far the responses have been evasive.

These are only a few of the countless similar Wifers
made by the Itellan povermment to the Allied Military Antheri-
ties and turned down by them. They all go to show that the
Italian people "do not seek spurious rehabilitation throuch
external acts but Italy's national and international repenera-
tion throupgh thelr own couragecus efforts.n

Had our repeated offers been accepted who can say how nany
lives of American boys would have been sparedl The more so if
one considers that by a skillful use of Italian Alpine troops
(whose excellence was praised by General Eisenhower) the whole
Italian campaisn could have taken long ago & wholly different

turm,
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