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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 14, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR:
THE SECRETARY OF STATE,

For preparation of reply.

F'D-R'

Letter, in Ttslian, from Tl Presidente del Consiglio
Dei Ministri Guanoe Bonomy, dated Salermo, "

"11 2 luglio 1944", together with a Secret

document entitled "Ttaly - Development Dating

from Armistice Negotiations", copy of booklet,

"Napoli Contro il Terrore Naziste by Corradeo Bxrbwaaxid
Barbagsllo, pamphlet "Venti giormi di terroren

by Dott. Cennaro Cepozzi, snd pamplet "La Cacciata

dei Tedeschi da Scafati," by Francesco Matrone.
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- Dated August 15, 1944
fore being communicated

to anyone. (‘i Rec'd 12:55 p.m., 16th

Becretary of State

Washington

185, August 15, hAoon

In feswerding Bonomi's letter on publication of
armistice terms (my 166, August 11, 4 p.m.) to SAC,
Stone conment=®i ce follows:

Situation iu now altered by present Italian initia-
tive. Both Secretary General of Foreign Office and
Bonomi himself have stated that main reason for this
initiative is expectation that war against Germany may
end shortly and conviction that publication of Italian
and German armistice terms more or less simultaneously
would have a deplorable effect in Italy as it would
emphasize past assoclation with Germany at very moment
1t 1s trying to turn back to older and better ways.
While thie argument has substance as concerns stability,
and local prestige of present government 1t 18 obvlious
from Bonomi's letter that they also hope Allied intend
to sugar pill by making some gsimultaneous concession to

Italians such as grantine Lend Leace ald. The fact that
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-2~ #185, August 15, noon, from Reome

time has passed since our June inquiry and terme remain
unpublished may have led Italians to gonclude that Allies
for reasons of their own intereste may be reluctant tp
publish and this may be basis for hope that pressure for
publication now might 1nciine Allles all the more to some
gelmultaneous concesslion.

While recognizing this possible element of maneuver
Kirk, Charle: nnd I feel it will be difficult to refuse
Italian request for publication excant for countervalling
and compelling military consideratioxus.

I shall appreciate earliest possible tnstruction as to
reply I should send Bonomi. I have merely acknowledged
letter and impressed upon him importance that no pub-
licity be given Italian initiative. In event of publi-
cation Itelian Government would wish if possible to
coordinate dete and terms of announcement with Allles
before made either in Rome or Allied capitals. End
paraphrase.

As it does not (repeat not) now appear that matter
will come before the Advisory Council (Department'a 51,
August 11, 1 p.m.) I assume that position of the United
States will be tranemitted to AFHQ through combined nhia;s
of staff so that a prompt decision along those lines may

be made.

KIRK
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. 4377)  8igned original of this letter sent ty the Department of State 5“
¢ delivery by pouch. O a ; '
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PEF'.'r‘o-"?:-fa- August 25, 1944

My dear Mr. President:

1 thank you for your letter of July 2, 1944, written after
the inasuguration of the new govermment., I followed with keen
interest the political developments in Italy immediately after
the liberation of Rome. It was a source of satisfaotion to the
people of this country and to me persomally to observe free men
taking an aotive part again in the direoction of Italian affairs
and solving problems of govermment in the true demooratic spirit.
1 oongratulate you and your colleagues for the fine contribution
you are making, under difficult ocireumstances, to the politieal

life of Italys

Your observations on the various problems confronting your
country and the exhaustive dooument acoompanying your letter
have been referred to the Seoretary of State for study. I be-
lieve that Mr. Hull has recently oammunicated with you through
Mr. Kirk regarding various mspects of Italian political and
sconamle life. Thus you will already have at hand, when this
reaches you, an expression of this Govermment's views on the
several guestions which you have raised and to which it is giv-
ing aotive and sympathstio oconsideration,

Thank you for your good wishes for the suocoess of the
Allied landings and battle in northern Europe, This opsration
is now belng supported by a second successful invasion of France,
from the south, We ocan have good hope that total viectory over
our oamon enemy in Europe will now not be long delayed.

Sincerely yours

FRANKLIN D, ReCSEVELY

His Exoellency
Ivance Bonami,
President of the Counoil of Ministers,

Rame,
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Il Presidente
del Consiglio dei Ministri

Salerno, 2 July 1544

Mr. President,

Ever slnce the very first days of my advent to the zovermment
it has been my intention to contaet you direotly, to express, above
all, the vivlid and profound sense of solidarity and admiration with
which Italian demooracy, living once again today after so many years
of silence, follows your motivity and your work.

If I do so at this time, though a few weeks have elapsed since
the formation of the new govermment, I am hoping that you will be so
kind as to attribute 1t both to my reluctance to deprive you of some
of your time, more precious now than ever, and to my desire to wait for
a propiticus ococasion, which presents itself only today, permitting me
to write direotly to you in a more lengthy mamner then could be accom-
plished by & mere telegram.

You lmow that today my govermment is composed exolusively of men
absolutely free from amy fascist contemination, of the most authorized
and representative exponents of the six Italian political parties, that
is, of mem with deep convietion and profound sinecerity, all of whom are
capable of bringing Italy back to the road of her best liberal and demo-
oratic traditions, for which, in fact, they have lived and suffered for

twenty years.

All these men are counting a great deal upon your support and as=-
sistance. They are all perfectly aware of the fact that no one ocan be
more disinterestedly close td them in this, our effort of material and
spiritual reconstruction and elevation of the country, than the President
of the great and free North Ameriocan Republie,

They turm, therefore, to you, with great faith and great hope.

I do not wish to tell you that the conditions given to Italy at the
time of the Armlstice were unjust. I eimply want to mention to you that
almost a year after the Amistlioe, and with an Italy so transformed, these
etill prevailing oonditions are beooming progressively graver and therefore

more unjust.

Wiy is it that, on the one hand, we are not allowed to partiocipate
with our own forees in the liberation of our national territory from
German oppression as we would like to do, as we oould do and as would be
morally necessary for us to do; and why, on the other hand, is that free

develomment



develoment of our democratio life, the very condition of our salvationm,
denied us with excessive ocontrols, excessive interference and exocessive
burden of ocoupation,

In these last few days, with the help of my old friend Marshal
E adoglio, I have prepared a summary in the form of a dooument which I
en forwarding to you by a personal and secret means. This dooument points
out the greatest diffioculties, the stumbling blocks and the gravest ob-
stacles whioh we have found in our path during these eight months of eco-
belligerency. It is an elaborate dooument based upon data and material
for the most part official but nevertheless unpublished.

I trust you will be able to peruse it and have it studied by your
subordinates in a more thorough manner. Above all, I trust that you
will be able to find in it, the incentive and the inspiration for a
gesture and an initiative of human generosity which would give, to the
new Italian democracy, the feeling that fascism is as dead internationally
as it is dead in the hearts of the Italians, and which would finally allow
us that determinatlion and that impetus, devoid of humiliation and impotence,
which we need so much in order to meet, with greater energy, the diffioult
tasks that await us,

The enthusiasm with which the North American troops have been received
in Rome has certalnly conveyed to you, more than any affimation on my part,
the spirlt and fervor with which a people of 45 million souls looks to the
United States and to its President., The Italian people have undergome
indesoribable sufferings and will continue to suffer. However, they are
a sane, honest and solid people to whom oredit can be given. Their activity
and industriousness will be necessary to the reconstruction of Europe, Every
aid and assistance whioch will be given them in this dark hour will certainly
te a constructive deed towards the free world of tomorrow.

I repeat, Mr. President, that the free men who today govem Italy loock
to you with great faith and great hope.

In conclusion, it is superflucus for me to tell you with what admir-
ation we follow, in these days, the pigantic effort directed by you which
has brought North American troops to French scil and with what oomplete
solidarity, Mr. President, we send you our most cordial and warm best

wishes.
1 beg you to believe in my sincereat sentiments,.

/8/ 1vanoce Bonami
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MEMORANDIM ON ITALIAN PRO MEMORIA
OF JINE 12, 1944,

This one hundred page dooument prepared by the Italian Govermment,
probably the Foreign Office, recites the develomments since the fall of
Mussolini, including the Italian surrender, its declaration of war on
Germany and the problems which have confronted it during its eight months
of co=belligerenoy. Among the primeipal grisvances for which I feel there
is some basis for justification are

1, The treatment of Italian prisoners of war and their present use
in the Allied war effort contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Conven-
tion, General Eisenhower informed the Italian people on July 30, 1943 that
all Ttalian prisoners oaptured in Tunis and Siecily would be released and
restored to their families if the Italians would release and deliver Allled
prisoners in their hands. It is a matter of record that almost all, if not
all, Allied prisoners of war in Italy were released by the Italian author-
ities on September 8, 1943, thus fulfilling their part of the bargain to
the extent possible., It is also a matter of record, I believe, that Allied
prisoners of war have almost invariably received aid and comfort fram the
Italian population sinoce that date im hiding from the Germans and neo-Fascists
and when possible, making their way across the lines to liberated Italy.

2, Foreing the Italians to sign the "long terms of surrender™ twenty-
six days after they had signed the original surrender terms and at the time
we persuaded them to declare war on Germany and beocame "oo-belligerents”.

3. Exchange rate between the lire and the pound and the dollar, which
many of our people, including Henry Grady, conasider fixed the walue of the
lire too low and has been a faotor in Italian inflation. At the present
rate the French frano is worth two lire whi ch is the reverse of the situ-
ation before the war,

4, Permission for the Italian armed forees to participate more direotly
and to a larger extent in the war against Germany and the liberation of thelr

country.

Other Grisvances listed are the Roosevelt-Churchill pledge in Quebeo
that the olauses of the short Armistios terms will be modified in Italy
depending upon the aid given by the Italian Govermment and people in the
war sagainst Germany; the revision of the Cunninghsm agreement in November
regulating the use of the Italian Navy and Merchant Marine; General Eisenhower's
letter of September 29 stating that msny of the terms of the long Amistice
were already obsolete and saying that reccmmendations for their modifieation
would be made from time to time depending upon Italian sssistance in ths war
effort; undue interference by the Allied Control Cammissiom in all aspects

of
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of Italian life; refusal to permit the reestablishment of Italian ocam-
mercial aviation; continuation on the proclaimed list of Italian {irma;
failure to repatriate Italian diplamats captured in North Afrioca and interned
there; refusal to permit the Italian Govermment to partioipate in the Advisory
Counoil for Italy; the indiseriminate requisitioning of homes, buildings

and industrial plants by Allied foroes; failure to reemploy and rehabilitate
Italian industry inthe liberated areas; lack of oconsultation by the Allied
authorities with the Italian Govermment regarding appointments, removals

and pramotions of Italian oiwil servants in liberated Italy; oontrol of
Italian radio by Psychological warfare branch; inhumane treatment of Italian
prisoners of war in Prench hands; failure of the Allied Govermnments to permit
the Italian Govermment to subsoribe to the prineciples of the Atlantie Charter
and postponement of the Italian requeat to resume membership in the Inter=
national Labor Organization.

Certain of the Italian complaints which may be disputed are)

1, That Badoglio was not informed untll a few hours before of the
announcement of the Italian Armistice, It is our understanding that he
was informed several days before and at the last minute tried to have the
announosmsnt postponed.

2, That ACC is only interfering and a hindrance to Italian cooperation
and recovery. The ACC has, gensrally speaking, dons an sxcellsnt job and
has in meny oases taken the Itallan point of view vis-a-vis the Allied
military authorities whose principal interest has been operational.

3. That the Allies have "insisted" on paying for Italian missions in
neutral ocountries when these could be supported by the Italian Govermment
if its foreign assets were unbloocked. Immediately after the Italian ocapitu-
lation we were unable to find amy Italian Govermment assets abroad., Only
recently have Itallian foreign exchange acorusls begen to smount to a sizeable
figure and we and the British have now agreed that the time has come for the
Italians to begin financing their missions out of these reserves,

4, That we have used Italian merchant ships in Rrtuguese waters contrary
to the Cunninghem Agreement., No mention, however, is made of Allied advances
during the past eight months to maintain Itallan wvessels and orews in Spanish
waters and our sucoceasful negotiations with the Spanish authorities to even-
tually release these vessels,

6. That we refused to let an Itallan Ambassador go to Argentina, This
was, of course, in line with United Nations policy toward the present Argen-
tine regime with which it is reasonable to expeoct the Italians to conform.

6. That



‘\"'\--

T -

6., That the military authorities have refused to turn baock to Italian
administration Italy's transportation and communication facilities, This
attitude is, of course, based on military necessity as long as the nilitary
osmpaign in Italy is golog on.

7. That thers is complete ocomtrol of the Italian press by the Allled
authorities (PWB). This situation has been greatly improved and the con-
trol of the Italian press has been returned to the Italian Govermment in
territory under its oontrol, There is no political censorship of intermal
Italian newspapers, 1t is reported that there are eleven deily newspapers

in Rome alone.

It should, furthermore, be remembered that the Allied Govermaents
have restored to Italian administration, under the Royal Italian Govern=
ment, most of the territory liberated by ite foroes, The relaxation of
damestic ocontrols over Italians as enemy ‘aliens in October 1942 is another
indioation of United States sympathy and understanding of the position of
the Italian people in the present oconflioct. If it 1= decided to transfer
to the Italian Govermment the dollar equivalent of American troop pay spent
in Italy by American armed foroes, this will be a geature of great signifioance
which will not only prove to be of real support to the present liberal govern-
ment but also have the effect of redeeming same of the Allied military our-
rency whioh has been issued by the ocoupying foroes in Italy.



Il PRESIDEENTE
del Oonsiglio dei Ninistri

Salernc,li 2 luglio IS44

8ignor Presidente,

Desideravo sin dai primi giormi del mio avvento al po=
tere,pormi in diretto contatto con Lei per dirle soprattutto®
11 wvivo e profondo senso 41 solidarieta'’ e 41 ammirazione com cui
la demoorazia Italiana,che oggi rivive dopo tentl anni 41 silen=
glo,segue la Sua attivita' e la Sua opera,

e lo facocio soltanto ora,a distanza 41 gqualshe gettima=
na dalla formezione del nuove Governo,Ella voglia,la prego,attri=
btuirle gia alle mia riluttanza a portarle via anche brevi momenti
del Suo tempo oggl piu' che mal prezioso,sia al desiderio 4l
attendere une cocaslone propigis,che oggl infatti mi si presenta,
ohe mi consentisse di soeriverle direttamente in termini meno rias=
suntivi che non in un semplice telegramma.

Ellas ea ohe 11 mio Govermo o' oggl composto esclusive=
mente 4i momini assolutamente purl da osmi contaminazione fasei=
sta,dlegll esponenti piu' autorizzati e rappresentativi dei sei
partiti politiei italiani,di uomini clce' che intendomo tuttl,com
profonda convingione e profonda sinmcerita',riportare 1'Italia sul=
la via maestra dells sue migliori tradigioni liberall e demoora =
tiche e per tutto eioc' hammo infatti per vent'annl vissuto e sof=

fartos

& Sua Ecoellenza
Franklin Delanc ERcosevelt

Predidente degli Stati Uniti d'Amerioa
Washington, D.C.



Tuttl questl vomini contano molto sul vostro appogglo e
sulla vostra aseistenza. Esel sl rendono tutti perfettamente con=
to oche neseuno piu' e meglio del Presidente della grande e libera
Republica Nordamericana puo' essere lorc piu' disinteressata=
mente vieino im gquesto nostri aforzo dl elevazlone e dl riec=
struzione materiale e spirituale del Paese.

Essi si rivolgono dungue a Leli con molta fede e molta spe=
TANEZE

Io non voglio dirle ohe le condizioni fatte all'ltalia &l
momento dell'Armistizio somo state ingiuste. Vogllio dirle sempli=
cemente che,a gquasi un anno di distanza dall'Armistizio e con una
Italia coai' tragformata,gueste condizioni tuttore nermanenti ed
anzi progressivamente piu' gravi,stanno diventando ingiuste.

Perche! da una parte ¢l impediscono &1 conecorrere con le no=
gtre forze,come vorremmo & come pobremmo e come sarebbe per noi
moralmente necessario,alls liberazione del territorioc nazicnale
dall'oppressione tedeseasiperche' ¢l vietano dall'altra,con gli
socessivi controlli,le eccessive interferenze,l'eccesalve peso
dell'oceupazione,quel libero sviluppo della nostra vita demoora=
tioa che e' la condizione stessa della nostra salvezza.

Ho fatto in guesti glorni preparare,anche con 1'aiuto del
mio vecchio amico Maresciallo Badoglio,un documento riagsuntivo
che Le accludo in via personale ¢ segreta,dzl quale risultano le
nostre magglori difficolta' e gll inelampl e gli ostacoli piu’
grevi che abblano trovato sul nostro eammine in gquesti otto mesl
44 ocobelligerangza.E' un documento elaborato su dati e documenti

in gran parte ufficiali e comungue non publici.Da eie' la neces=

gita' della sua riservatezza.
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Confido che Ella possa scorrerlo rapidamente e farle esami =
nare dai Suol uffiei in modo piun' approfondito.Confido soprattuts=
to ch'Ella possa trovarvl lo spunte e l'isplirazione per un gesto
e una iniziativa di umana genercsita' che dia slla nuova demoera=
zia italiana la sensazione che 1l fascismo &' anche internazio=
nalmente morto ecome e' morto nel cuore degli Italiani e ol consen=
ta finalmente guellas spinta e guell'avvio,fuor dall'umiliazione e
dall'impotenza ,di cul abblamo bisogno per affrontare con megglor
energia i duri compiti che el attendono.

L'entusiasmo con eul le truppe Nordamericane gono state aceolte
2 Roma Le hanno certazente detto piun' 4i ocgni altra mia affermazione
con guale animo e con guale fervore um popolo di 45 milioni di
uwomini guarda wverso gli Stati Uniti ed il suo Presidente.Il popolo

taliano ha indicibilmente sofferto e soffrira' ancora,ma e' un
popolo sano,onesto e solido,cul si puo' far oredito.la sua atti=
vita' ed operosita' saranno necessarie alla ricostruzione europea.
Ogni aiuto ed assistenza che gli saranno dati in quest'ora grigie
gono certamente un atto dstruttivo verso il libero mondo 41 doma=
ni.

Io Le ripeto,Signor Presidente,che gli uomini liberi ohe sono

oggl al Governo d'ltalia,guardanc verso di Lei con molta fede e

molta speranza.
Ed &,concludendo,superfluo 10 Le dica con guanta smmirazione

noi seguiame in gquestl glorni 11 gigantesco aforzoda Lei diretto

ghe ha portato le truppe Nordamerioane sul territorlo francese e



.
con guale completa solidarieta' Le inviamo,Signor Presidente,
i nostri pin' cordiall e caldi voti augurali.
Ia prego di eredere al miei sentimenti migliori.

o

LA MM-;’E )L"I'TQ'IELE/J



A Sua Eccellenza

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Presidente degli Stati Uniti d'America

'I.lhingtﬂn. D.C.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

1944

. d = A
fupuat 24,

Ky dear Mr, Preaident,

There is attached a draft reply to Prime Minister Eonmmi's
letter of July 2 which has been prepared for your signature, if you
approve, in accordance with your memorandum of Aungust 14, 1944,

There are alsc attached a translation of the Prime Minister's
letter and & memorandum concerning the Pro Memoria sutmitted with his

letter. The original letter and Pro Memoria are being returned here-

withe
Faithfully yours,

]
Enclosures: @jﬂ M_/#

l. Draft reply to Prime
Kinister Bonomi.

2, Translation of Prime
Minister's letter.

3+ Memorandum.

4. Letter from Prime
Minister Bonomi.

5. Pro Memoris,

The President,
The Whits House.
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WASHINGTON, D. C. (Lo
T
10 August 1944 PR '”1 * Y C
- LA gl I
‘*4' l’ 1 v 0y
-, | X ™~ o

Washingtoen, D. C.

Miss Tully:

I would appreclate it very

" you would hand the attached memo-

the President.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

& tard B~

G. Edward Buxton,
Acting |1rnrtqr.

REGRADED yN CLASSIFIED
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

WASHINGTON, D. C.

10 August 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Transmitted herewith is a letter addressed
gl to you by Ivance Bonomi, Prime Minister of Italy, dated
:r 2 July 1944, which was brought to this country at his

request by a member of this organization.

I am also enclosing a document entitled "De-

velopments Dating from Armistice Negotiations" which

was prepared for you by the Italian Government and the

following booklets:

Barbagallo, Napoli contro il Terrore Nazista

Capozzi, Venti Giorni di Terrore

Matrone, La Cacciata dei Tedeschi da Scafati.

Respectfully

Y a8l

G. Edward Buxton
Acting Director

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 6, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOK
GENERAL WATSON:

The President sent word to General
O'Dwyer through Mr. Myron Taylor that he
would like to see him. If he comes here
on Friday, the President will see him

then. 1If not, he will see him up above.

beUals
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DEPARTMENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
/ OF - COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS

FMH=200 Vatican Clty
This telegram must be
paraphrased before belng Dated September 1, 1944
communicated to anyone
other than a Governmenté Rec'd B:32 a.m., 2nd
BEENCY .

Secretary of State,

Washington.

September 1, 5 p.m.

THIS MESSAGE IS URGENT AND SSREefRy=CUNFIDCIIINL
FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY

It is extremely important before your rsportcdl
gconference with the Prime Minister that you have a
frank talk with General O'Dwyer regarding Italy, 1its
relief needs, and plans to meet the situation. To
accomplish this will you request Secretary Hull or
Leo Crowley to telegraph O'Dwyer personally to report

to Washington for consultation without delay.

TAYLOR

BB

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-74

e b TEB 10 MR
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"'{)EPARTHENT INCOMING DIVISION “OF
OF COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM ..\  AnD RECORDS
%
v
ok
NMC-133 S Yrqtman City
This telegram must be d/
paraphrased before being Dated September 11, 1944
communicated to anyone
other than a Govtrnment Rec'd B:06 a.m., 12th.
AEENCY »

Secretary of State,
Washington.

URGENT

313, September 11, 1 p.m.

FOR THE PRESIDZNT LND THE SECRETLRY

My greatest present concern is that with the
completion of Italian National Committee for the
Distribution of Italian Relief the material
accumulated in America will not be available in
Italy through failure to ship according to schedule,
First shipment should now have arrived. If not
delivered reaction damaging to prestige we have
built up will be very unfortunate. Reported
statements from America indicate intention of
substantial and adequate relief for Italy is the
policy of our government, While we in America under-
stand the shipping difficulties, the people in
distress do not. 'Would it be possible to allocate

oneE or two



-2- #313, September 11, 1 P.me, from Vatican City

one or two ships for striclty relief voyages

with standard cargots of staples and EsseEntials
and keep them constantly en route bringing relief
to stricken populations? It seems to me with such
VEssels loaded at a given port in America and
destined for convenient ports in Italy, a minimum
of time would be lost in loading and unloading and
the delays and complications resulting from mixed
cargoes, munitions and other vital products would
be avoided. A simple plan of this character would

seem deserving of careful study.

TAYLOR






THE WHITE HOUSE '
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1944.
MEMCHANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I ghowed the attached papers to Jerry
Land and in regard to the one from Mr. Myron
Taylor, he says if you want him to send the
two ships he can do it, but of course he will
have to take them away from the military.
However, he says this can be done without
great sacrifice and they do it a2ll the time.

In regard to the memorandum from the
State Department, Jerry says there lg plenty
of foodetuff in the Near Esst that could be
sent to Italy but the difficulty ie they have
not the trucks to distribute them after they
arrive at the port. This is entirely up to
the Army. If General Mark Clark is willing
to supply the truciks then of course they
could distritute the food to the various
pleces. Jerry suggests that thie State Depart-
ment memorandum be taken up with General
Marshall or General Somerville.

Do you want him to supply the two ships?

¥.D.R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

September 13, 1944
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Derr Mr. President:

1 have had seversl talks with General O'Dwyer, Crosley
and the State Department relative to the Itallan business.
The nttached memo supplements the statement which you have
with you on Italy.

It seems to me that there are greet advantages to be
acerued to us if you can tske the initiative and get
Churchill's approval to a course of action which you would
announce publiely.

The machinery for getting quick action relative to
iamedlate relief and the purchuse of meterial for economie
rehabilitation is available, The Itelisns can pay for all
of the goeds to be bought in this country, other than
emergency relief supplies, out of funde which would acorue
to them from our soldiers' pay.

The Prisoncr of War business, I think, should be cleared

up Just ms soon as posaible and, of equal importance, is the
obvious necessity of amending the Armlstice terms,

Ly

HiL.Ha

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of FEB 1.6-1972

By W. J. Btewart Date




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

QIS 1, (1D PERSONAL

MEMORANDUY FOR MR. HOPKINS, THE WHITE HOUSE

I refer to Mr. Jones' conversation with you Monday
morning, September 11,

American poliey toward Italy 1s based upon our de-
sire to see that nation return to political and economic
independence and stability as quickly as possible. We
do not believe that Italy will contribute to an orderly
and peaceful Europe if it is subject to any one of its
more powerful neighbors. This Government has specifically
assured the Itallian people the right to choose the form
of government they may desire when they are in a position
to exercise that right. Politiecal independence for Italy,
free from foreign domination, would seem to be impliecit in
thls pledge.

The economic well-being of a country 1s the prime
factor in its internal stability and its peaceful rela=
tiona with other states. The economlc dependence of one
state upon another 1s not condueive to such well=being
and may ultimately have undesirable political implica-
tions. Furthermore, since the Unlted States is bearing
the ma jor share of the civilian supply quota for Italy,
it is sound American poliey to help Italy agaln become
self-supporting and to regain a measure of economic in-
dependence at an early date.

In the immediate future increased civilian supplies,
principally foodstuffs, are essential to prevent further
deterioration in Itallan public health and morale in the
ever~increasing portions of liberated Italy., The three
prineipal problems to be solved are:

(1) Available

DECLASSTFIED
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(1) Avallable shipping to carry supplies from this
country.

(2) Internal transportation to dlstribute it to the
various populated centers.

(3) Method of payment.

A specific and sufficlent allocation of shipping
for civilian supplles should be obtalned from the War
Depa rtment or other Unlted States agency.

Two thousand trucks are needed for the distribution
of supplies for civilians in the present liberated area.
Army trucks within the theater should be made avallable
to the extent possible (not convenient) by the Supreme
Allled Command. Once hostilities have ceased, a suffi-
cient number of United States Army trucks and tractors
in the theater could be made avallable for this purpose
until the internal transportation system can be rehablli=-
tated at least in a basic sense.

When the dollar equivalent of American troop pay
spent in Italy, plus immigrant remittances and Italian
exports to thls country, 1s made availeble to the Italian
Government, almost all the farelgn exchange required for
the purchase of civilian supplies in this country will
be provided. (It is believed that this proposal is at
present on the President's desk, having recelved Britlsh
concurrence, and could be put into effect immediately if
approved.,) Limited UNRRA participation in the medical
field and in essistance to dlsplaced persons of Itallian
nationality up to $50,000,000 is essential to supplement
the elvilian supply program mentioned above. Ewvery ef-
fort therefore should be made to assure that agreement
to this proposal is given at the UNRRA conference in
Montreal this month.

As to the second phase of Italy's economie problems,
we should now make possible the primary rehabilitation
of 1ts agriculture and essentlal industries in order that
the Italien nation can begin to be self-supporting agalin,
Hence the Italian supply program should not be limited,
as 1t bas been sc far, to consumer's goods tut should
make avallable fertilizer, seeds, spare parts and essentlal

raw
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raw materials to permit the resumption of Itallan

production for the nation's baslc consumers' needs.

This will require not only a sufficient shipping al-

location but sufficlent funds to finance such a pro-
am even on & limited scale, The United States!

s to be made avalleble to the Itallan Government
from troop pay, immigration remittances, et cetersa,
will probably not cover such an undertaking in addi-
tlon to the consumers' goods which must be purchased
over the next year for immediate consumption by the
population. The followlng additional ne thods of
financing might prove feasible.

(1) The Wer Depertment could continue its present
practice of certifying Lend-Lease funds, on the basls
of military necessity, to finance a civilian supply
program of minimum subsistence. This would provide
for the prinelpal portion of the importation of con-
gumers! goods, and the forelgn exchange available to
the Italian Government from troop pay, et cetera,
would then be sufficlient to finance a basic rehabili-
tation program for Itallan agriculture and industry.

(2) Private Itallan assets in this country,
estimated roughly at $74,000,000, could be taken over
by the Italian Government and used as security for an
Italian Government loan from the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation for the purcha se of basic rehebilitation
supplies,

On the political side it 1s desirable to clarify
our relations with Itely, which has been a co-belligerent
with the United Nations in the war agalnst Germany for
almost a year. During thet time the Itallan Government--
Armed Forces and people--have cooperated sincerely and
to the beat of their limited resources in the common
fight. They have "worked their passage" to a consider-
able extent. The United States and Great Britaln could
revise Italian Armistice terms which have been rendered
largely obsolete by the course of events, or we could
conclude a preliminary peace treaty with Italy, termin-
atlng the state of war existing between 1t and the
United Nations, postponing for future settlement the more
complicated 1ssues of territorial dispositions and
reparations.

Specific
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Specific steps should meanwhile be undertaken im=
mediately to support the representative and liberal
Itaelian Govermnment and to encourage the various demo=-
cratic groups in Italy who are working for the regenera-
tion of thelr country. These might include:

(1) The removal from prisoner-of-war status of
Itallan soldlers in the Britlsh Empire, North Africa,
Italy and this country and their return to regular
military status under Itallian Command with ultimate
authority for thelr disposition and use resting in the
Allled Theater Commander or reaspective British and
American military authorities. It 1s an anomolous
altuation, to say the least, that while Italian divi-
slons are fightirng with the United Natlons on the
Italian front and Itelian resources are being employed
to the fullest extent in the common struggle against
Germany, we contime to hold Itelian prisonera of war
not only ebroad but in Italy itself. The non-combat
gervices which they are now performing in these areas
could be performed as effectively if they had the
status of Italian soldlers uwnder Italian command. A
solution of this problem would be a concrete and im-
portant gesture of support to the present Italian
Government .

(2) The acceptance of Italian technical repre-
sentatives by the various United Natlons to handls
finanelal and economic problems and to resume the pro-
tectlon of Italian Iinterests in the various United
Nations which 1s still belng performed by third powers.

(3) Italian participation in the various inter-
national organizations, such as the ILO, UNRRA, Food
and Agricultural Organization, Financial and Monetary
Conference, et cetera. Italy also desires to subscribe
to the prineiples of the Atlantic Charter, this without
reference to membership in the United Natlons.

(4) Resumption of United States' partieipation in
the International Institute of Agriculture in Rome
until such time as it 1s superseded or absorbed by the
proposed Food and Agricultural Organization.

A uapgﬁor a memorandum which was prepared in this of=-
fice for ¢t President's use in Quebec is attached for
your information.

Enclosure:
Memorandum.
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THE WHITE HOUSE Lrﬂé’

WASHINGTON
Septesber 15, 1544,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PEESIDAAT:

1 showed the attached ars to Jerry
Lend sud in resard to the one from Mr. Myron
Taylor, he says if you want him to send the
two ships he can do 1t, But of courss he will
have to take them away from the nmilitary,
However, he seys this can be dome without
great sacrifice mnd ther do 1% all the time.

In regard to tha memorundum from the
Stete Tepertment, Jerry says thera ig plenty
of foodstuff 4in the Near Zast thet could be
sent to Ttely but the éifficulty is they have
not the trucks to distrioute them after they
arrive at the port. This is entirely up to
the Army. If General Hark Clark is willing
to supply the trucks tlien of course they
could distribate the food to the warious
places. Jerry suggeets that this State Depart-
ment memorandum be taken up with General
Marsghall or Genaral Somerville,

Do you want him to supply the two ships?
¥.D.R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 8, 1544,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HARRY HOPKINS:

TO READ AND RETUHN FOR MY
FILES,

/féw% -2

-7

F.D.R.
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Septépber 15, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE PRESS

T have been concerned over the problem of relief to Italy
during the coming Winter and have discussed the whole matter
with Prime Minister Churchill and by telephone with Chairman
Lehman of UNRRA.

It 18 our thought that more food and clothling must be got
to Italy as soon as it can be shipped. It will be remembered,
of course, that the northern half of Italy is occupled by the
Germans. The southern half, occupled by British and American
forces, ie being handled by the Army in rellef matters. We
are asking UNRRA to appropriate fifty milllon dollars to
supplement the food already allocated to Itallian rellef by
the Army.

Finally, I am asking Mayor LaGuardia of New York to proceed
at once to Italy to make a quick survey of the rellef situation
in the area south of the combat line.

The people of Italy can be assured of food this Winter
and other matters, such as standards of pay, will gshortly be
gstraightened out. In addition, the Government of Italy will
be invited to take on gradually inereasing dutles so that the

people of Italy can look forward to increasing self government,
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i THE WHITE HCOUSE
| WASHINGTON

September 15, 1944

MEMOFANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Thought you would like to know that Gemeral

O'Dwyer has arranged for e& national broadcast on

Columbus Day, the central feature of which will be
a short wave broadcast from Rome by Bonomi. O'Dwyer
will see to it on his return that Bonomi strikes the

proper note of gratitude and friendlinegs.

Lauchlin Currle
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

sa&euber 22, 1944.

MEJORANDUL FOR
THE SECRLTARY OF STalk:

FOI YOUK INFORMATIUN AND Thlk
NECESSARY ACTION.

F.D.Rs

Secret telegram to the Secret.ry of State,
(State Dent. Diapateh No. 229) from Kirk,
Rome, Sent. 9, 1944, with attached diapatch
No. 270 from Kirk, embodvinz text of message
which Count Sforza wanted to be sent to the
President in re Cormunists in Italv.
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October 9, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HARRY HOPKINS: 4111

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY AND
THE NECESSARY AOTION,

F.D.R.
WLl

Lettar from Hon. Ha H, La Director
General, United Netions Heliasf and Rehsbilitation
Administration, 1344 Connecticut Ave., 10/5/44,

to the President, enclosing comy of a cable thet
IMERA has received from Hon. 2 lor, 3868
9/27/44, in re relief for Italy opy of fﬂ'ttﬂ!‘
which Mr. Lehman hes addressed i!gthe Asst. Secy.
of War, John J. McCloy, Chairmsn of the Combined

Committes, together with coples ¥
of the enclosures referred to therein, Mr.,

Lehman states that as soon as action is teken

by the Combined Civil Affairs Committee as
requested, an UMRRA Miz=ion can immediately leave
for Italy to negotlate detalled arrangements

{over)
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along the lines outlined in the comminiecation
to Mr. McCloy. Mr. Lelman has asked the Chief

of this Mission, Mr to confer with
Ambassador Taylor promptly his arrival in
I‘l‘.al]'. »



[ . THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 9, 1944,

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON, HARRY HOPKINS:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY AND
THE NECESSARY ACTION,

F.D.R.
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UNITED NATIONS

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION J‘.DH?HISTH#T]OH ?_? .
1344 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 1-:’,., i_f_‘
WASHINGTON 28, D. C. 2 .
o, o
HERBERT H. LEHMAN c 9 %

DIRECTOR GEMERAL 5 October 1944 - ’E-'-
o3 ‘:"_' -

=

My dear Mr. President:

I send you herewith copy of a cable that
UNRRA has received from Ambassador Taylor which
he asked me to bring to Jour attention. I am also
enclosing a copy of a letter which I have addressed
to Assistant Secretary of War, John J. MeCloy,
Chairman of the Combined Civil Affairs Committee,
together with coples of the enclosures referred to
therein.

As soon as action 1s taken by the Combined
Civil Affairs Committee as requested, an UNRRA
Mission can immediately leave for Italy to negotiate
detailed arrangements alonz the lines cutlined in my
communication to Mr. MeCloy. I have asked the Chief
of this Mission, Mr. Sam Keeny, to confer with
Ambassador Taylor promptly on his arrivael in Italy,

Faithfully yours,

The President,
The White House.



lliﬂ%' i TELECRAM
Received in UNRRA
2:30 pemi., Septembear 27 1944

FROM: Sans Origine (From kyron Taylos)
NUMBER : Unoumb exed
DATED: September 27, 1044

It has pleased ma very much to note the action of the UNRRA conference at
Montreal in making available some 50 million dollars for certain categories of
relief in Italy. Ir you will request Btata Uepartment they will provide ¥you
with the statute Press release by Irime Minister of Italy and the letters which
passed between him and mysell on September 14 nmy telegram of September 18 to
State Department which relats to the orgsnizaticn on an Italian National bmsis of
Hational Ageney for distribution of relief in Italy which 18 intended to vooperate
and correlste all distribut lon of donated materials and supplies in Italy, These
donations will in part be made by the Itelian Government, the Vati can, other
Governments, organizations and individuals, and a reorganized Italian Hed fross
Administration of relist by the Nationsl Agency provides for fres transportation
fres services and volunteer warkers in all necessary fieldas. It is intended to
be entirely Italian in character in order to help Ttaly to help herself, is
advisars and consultants we have arranged for representatives of the imerican Red
Cross imerican Hslief for Italy Inc and representatives of the Allied Military
authorities and their subsidiaries in Italy, Many of the supplies under
eontemplation by UNRRA have also besn in part provided by American Relief for Italy
and are ewaiting shipment which have unhappily been delayed by the Allied sgencies
in Washington or London or elsembere. Your representative Jorileri Acting chisf
UNBRA {n Rome has conferred With the above advisory represantotives on the basis
of coordinated activitiss of UNRRA with thoss of the National Agency, It is our
opinion that UMRRA Tepresenotative supervieing in cooperation with the above named
Eroups can perform a more efficient econamical and timely acoomplishment of their
purpose than by attempting separate action. We believe the field of rafuzess of
course is in Many respocts g ssparate coe though relief in providinz essential
clothing and maintenance for all who are in distress in the released Italien areas
will naturally be part of the plem for gemsral relief. The government has alresady

homes or to a place of permanent settlemsnt would be best handled by a seperate
comnittee aided by the War Hefugee Board in Amerieca and the Intaergo vernmental
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Comnittee for refugees. This preliminary outline is intended to give you an

impression of the situation as it now exists and which is much more promising
than any that has previously existed both in the field of relief in terms of

eurrent maintemance and in terma of refuges objectives,

DISTRIBUTION

Salter
Faller

Eﬂrl‘.
Sokolowekl
Jackson
Manghikor
Hendrieckson
Corson

Hoshler

NeGeachy
Sawyer

*Responsibility for initiating appropriate reply.



29 September 1944

Honorable John J. MeCloy

Chairman, Combined Civil Affairs Committee
War Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. McCloy:

As you undoubtedly know, at its Second Session in Montreal
Just closed, the Council of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitstion
Administration adopted a resolution establishing the scale and nature of
relief and rehabilitation cperations to be undertaken in Italy. In addi-
tion, the Council adopted another reselution authorizing operations in
enemy and ex-enemy territories directed to the care and repatriation of
displaced persens of United Nations nationality and to the control of
epidemics. I am enclosing coples of these resolutions.

The resolution cencerning Italy confines our operations
to three types of assistance: the provision of medicsl end sanitary aid
and supplies; assistance in the care and return to their homes of displaced
persons; and care of, and welfare services for, children and nursing and
expectant mothers. The resclution also limits our expenditures of foreign
exchange for these purposes to $50,000,000. The resolution concerning
assistance to displaced persons of United Nations nationality and epidemic
centrol work imposed ne budgetary limitations.

I

UNREA Programs for Italy

Our programs for Italy, pursuant to these resclutions, are
briefly summarized below. It must be understood, of course, that this
statement is quite tentative and is subject to modification as & result
of further study of the Italian situation and as a result of negotistions
with the appropriate authorities.

1. is to Childr d Mother

Our efforts under the first resolution mentioned above
will be chiefly directed to providing care of, and welfare services for,

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.72 - +**

By 4. ocheutio Due___FEB * * "2



children of school and pre-school age, and nursing and expectant mothers.
The major part of the expenditures for this purpose will be for supplies

to supplement the provision already being made for these classes of the
population. Because of the limitations of our budget, we expect to confine
this assistance to approximately 1,700,000 children and 300,000 mothers.
This means that only one out of every five children of the apes included
will receive this assistance. The recipients will be those children who
are suffering from the more serious cases of undernourishment and malnu-
trition. The program will furnish each recipient, on the average, addition-
al food up to the value of 750 calories daily. It is understood that such
food will be in addition to the basic rations provided by other suthorities.

Our operations in this respect will be centered largely
in the bigger cities. We are not planning to furnish such supplies in
the country or in the smaller communities, except in those which are not
agriculturally self-supporting. So long as military operations in Italy
continue, we shall, of course, also limit our operations to those areas
which may be regarded as in repose.

Our present estimates indicate thet the children and
mothers program will require approximately 15,000 tons of supply per month,
the major commodities being:

Dry skimmed milk 3,100 tons
Sugar 860 tons
Fats 820 tons
Flour 5,000 tons
Pulses 2,150 tons
Farina 315 tens
Fish 1,500 tons
Miseellaneous 1,255 tons

The ultimate distribution of these supplies to the recipients will in all
1ikelihood be handled primarily by two Italian organizations, Opera Nazionale
per la Protezione della Maternite e dell' Infanzia (ONMI) and the Ttalian
Ministry of Fducation. The ONMI will be expected to conduct the distribution
of supplies to the children of pre-school age and the nursing and expectant
mothers. The exact method of distributing food, whether by issue for con—
sumption at home or by other means, will be determined by agreement in the
field to meet local conditions. The supplies for children of school age

will be distributed by the Ministry of Education, the food being distributed
most probably through school lunches.

24 al and d ies

Our assistance along these lines will consist of the dispatch
of medical personnel whose primary function will be the rendering of advice
in the restoration of the Italian Public Health Services, and the furnishing of
up to 88,000,000 worth of medical and sanitery supplies, psrticularly of
commodities not now ineluded in the militanmm, over the pericd

PRI N 1TER 10 B2
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of a year, to supplement the supplies now being furnished to Italy. With
the medical supplies which are being imported into Itsly at the rate for
all of Italy of approximately $1,000,000 worth a month, this will provide
a total of up to 820,000,000 worth for the whole country over a period of
one year, an amount which appears extremely modest for s population of
45,000,000,

Included in the items to be furnished will be raw material
from which certain medical supplies may be manufsctured in Italy.

Our plan for distribution of medical supplies in Italy
is to follow the system being used by A.C.C.

3. Displaced Persons of Ttalian Nationality

We are not at present prepared to set forth & progrem of
assistance for displaced persons of Italian nationality, because we do
not intend to undertaske any work along this line which the Italian govern—
ment can itself perform. An equitable division of responsibility between
ourselves and the Italian government can only be reached after further
study. Most expenditures, in any event, will be in local currency, and
only a small amount of import tonnage will be involved.

4+ Displaced Persons of United Nations Nationality

At the request of the Military, we shsll be willing to
assume responsibility for the camps in Italy which are already caring for
several thousand refugees of United Nations nationality. We ere also
prepared to expand this program, if necessary.

5. Epidemic Contreol

We have not yet formulated any program under this heading.
Before taking any definite action, we will consult with A.C.C. and its
advisers regarding the nature and scope of our activities in this field.

6. PBudget

On the besis of the foregoing, we have made the following
tentative budget allocation for one year of activities in Italy under the
first three programs described above:

Child Care and Mothers $36,000,000
Medical Aid and Supplies 9,000,000
Inallocated Reserve 5,000,000

The budgets for displaced United Nations nationals and for epidemiec control
will be in addition to the $50,000,000.

nmcmssmm:“ .
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Administration

As indicated abeve in connection with the programs for
assistance to children and mothers and for the furnishing of medical and
sanitary aid and supplies, we intend to place the responsibility for
distribution upon the Italian gevernment or upon Italisn orgenizations.
Consequently, fer these purposes, a relatively small staff will suffice.
This will probably consist of a small group of executives and a number
of technicians, for example, the medical personnel referred to in Section I
(2) abeve. Our operations will undoubtedly start with a emall number to whieh
we will add from time to time, as need develops but, at the maximum, we
do not expect our mission to exceed 75 professional perscnnel and 20-30
clerical. Other personnel, as needed, will be recruited in Ttaly.

This statement does not ineclude personnel whe may be
needed for work in connection with displaced persons of United Nations
nationality and epidemic control.

IIT

Reletions with the Mlitary Program

As indicated in seversl places above, the assistance which
UNERA is planning to give pursuant to the reselution authorizing operations
in Ttaly is intended to be additional to, and not in substitution for,
assistance which is now being given or which will be given as a basic
measure for the benefit of Italy generally. The UNRFA Council autherized
these operations on the understanding that the scale of supply by the
Military or other authorities will be maintained or incressed without
deduction for the assistance which UNERA is to afford,

v

Relstionship with Military Authorities

In our operations in Ttaly, we shall, of course, be guided
by general policies laid dewn by the appropriate military authorities.
Subject to such general policies, we should wish to operate as an autonomous
organigation, with complete control over our personnel snd our programs.

In dealing with the Italian government we would, of course, clear in advance
all questions of general policy with the appropriate military authorities
and would keep them informed of our arrangements,

DECLASSIFIED
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In delivering supplies te Italisn gevernmental or chari-
table organizations, however, we should expect to be free to establish
the prices at which we make the transfer and the conditions of the distri-
bution of the supplies by the organizatiens, including the classes of persons
to whom the distribution is to be made and the prices at which the supplies
are to be sold (unless given away). The prices for sale to the ultimate
consumers, however, would not be higher than the prices fixed by the
appropriste price control authorities.

v
Assistance from the Military

In carrying out these programs, we are completely dependent
upen the military authorities in view of their control over supply, shipping,
and internal transport, and over many phases of government and econcmic life
within the comtry. I am writing to ask you, therefore, if you will obtain
for us the issuance of directives to the appropriate authorities to facili-
tate the proposed operations and, in particular, to accomplish the following
arrengementss

1. Transportation

(a) Begirning with October 1944, it is essential to have
an allocation by the theater commander of 15,000 tons of shipping monthly
from east coast U.S. ports to appropriate ports in Italy, over and above
existing shipping allocations.

(b) As a beginning supply, we need the tranafer, from
military stocks in Italy or afloat, of 20,000 tons of the foods listed
in Seection I (1) or of appropriate substitutes. UNRRA is agreeable to re—
imbursing the military for these supplies promptly in cash or in kind.

(c¢) Supplies beyond the 20,000-ton beginning stock can be
provided by UNRRA through its own efforts, so long as shipping space is
allocated as indicated under (a) above; but if the military suthorities
prefer, UNRRA would accept an arrangement under which the military procured
and shipped all or any part of the needed supplies for delivery to UNRRA
in Italy against reimbursement by UNRRA in the United States in cash or
in kind.

(d) To the extent that we ship in our own supplies, we
should wish to be able to avold delays in deliveries and unnecessary leng
and cross-hauls, by making arrangements in the theater (subject to military
operational requirements) for deliveries from military stocks against
replacement at later dates or other points.

(e) Our operations will require the use not only of ocean
DECLASSIFIED
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transportation facilitles, but alsc of storage warehouses and facilities
for local transportation in Italy. We would, of course, be prepared to
pay appropriate charges for the service of transportation, handling and
warehousing, in forelgn exchange where incurred outside Italy, and in
lire where incurred locally.

We understand thet the most serious possible obstacle to
this proposal is the existing shortage of local transport. UNRRA cannot
discharge its obligations unless 1t has an adequate and unbroken supply
line. Of necessity, we will require the same transport priocrities as
are accorded to A.C.C.

2. Assistance tc UNRRA Personnel

We should like very much to have the cooperation of the
sppropriate military authorities in securing for cur personnel assigned to
the Italian program (subject of course to the limitations imposed by
military necessity) necessary transportation, shelter, food, clothing,
medical aid, commnication facilities, and the use of Post Exchange or EFI
faeilities., This cocoperation is essentisl to our effective operatiem, in
view of the disorganization and inflationary conditions new existing in
Italy. Of course, payment would be made for all supplies and services so
furnished. As in other theaters under military control, we should also
like to have for our persomnel certificates of identity, entitling them
to be treated as prisoners of war under the CGeneva Convention, if captured.

I appreciate that most of the details of the arrangements
referred to sbove cannot be settled in Washington but must be taken up
with the military authorities in the theater, and in some cases, with the
Itallan government. Within this limitation, I respectfully reguest that
the sppropriate directives be procured from the Combined Chiefs of Staff
o as to enable UNRRA to launch its programs at the earliest possible
moment. Should the necessary assistance be forthcoming, we would be
prepared to commence operations on a limited scale on November 1, 1944.

Representatives of the Administration are waiting to
leave for Italy to attempt to negotiate detailed errangements aleng these
lines, and it would therefore be apprecisted if we could have your reply
at your earliest convenience.

Cordially,

Herbert H. Lehman
Director General
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Couneil II Document 17g
Ad hoe-GP 14
(rev. Doe., 78)
22 September 1944

RESOLUTION UNDER ITEM 8B ON THE COUNCIL AGENDA-
48 ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON POLICY, 22 Sept. 1944

? Resolution Relating to Operations of the Administration in
taly.

WHEREAS

Resclution 1 provides that, as to proposed operations of
the Administration in énemy or ex-enemy areas, the Council shall
&pprove the scale and nature of the operations it is proposed
to undertake and the standard of provision; and,

WHEREAS

Resclution A. authorizes the Administration without the
necessity of obtaining prior approval by the Couneil to carry
out operations in enemy or ex-enemy areas for the care and
repatriation or return ofr displaced persons as contemplated by
Resolution 10 or for the control of epidemies for the purpose
of preventing the spread of such epldemics to United Nationa!'
areas or to displaced persons of United Nations! nationality
found in the particular enemy or ex-enemy areas; and,

WHEREAS

A substantial portion of Ital ls now under the control
of the United Nations, and the Ita lan people are sacrificing
life and property side by side with the forces of the United
Nations in driving the Germans from Italian soil; and 1t is
desirable that the Administration should be authorized to
undertake certain specific and limited responsibilities for
relief of victims of war in areas in Italy under the control of
United Nations additional to thoae luthurii.d under
Resolutlion A; 1t 1s therefore

RESOLVED

That to the scale and nature of the operations that it is
proposed the Administration should undertake and the standard
of provision in Italy, the Council approves the following

pPrograms:
Resolution A refers to Couneil II Document No, 32
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Council II Document 172
Ad hoe=GP 14
{rev. Doec. 786)
22 September 1944

1. The operations of the Administration in Italy (in addition

to such operations as it may undertake under the authority given
by Resolution A) shall be confined to (a) the provision of medical
and sanit ald and supplies; (b) assistance in the care and
return to thelr homes of displaced persons; (c¢) care of, and wel-
fare services for, children and nursing and expectant mothers.

2. All operations of the Administration in Italy shall be agreed
upon between the military command or the appropriate authority

in Italy on the one hand and the Administration on the other, and
such operations shall be subject to such control as the military

command or the appropriate muthority may find necessary.

3. With regard to payment for such operations the Administration
shall

(a) Make arrangements with the military command or the
approprlate authority for the provision of local currency in the
manner contemplated In Sections 1% and 20 of Resolution 14

(b) be authorized to charpe apainst its general resources
such expenses as cannot be met in Italian currency and fall to be
met in foreign exchange, provided that the Director Gensral
consult from time to time with the Committee established under
Resolutlion 23 as to the financlal commitments incurred by the
Administration in ecarrying out the operations set out in para=
graph 1 hereof and as to the ability of Italy to pay.

4. The total net expenditure in foreign exchange which, under
paragraph 3(b) above, the Administration is authorized to charge
against 1ts general resources in respect of operations additional
to those authorized under Resolution A shall not exceed the
equivalent of $50 million without further specific authorization
from the Council.

5. The Councll recommends that, to the extent consistent with
military considerations, the Director General shall be kept in-
formed of all relief and rehabllitation requirements for Italy
for the purposes set forth in Resolution 17.

6. The operations in Italy shall not constitute a precedent
for operations in other enemy or ex-enemy terrlitory.

(The above text is the latest form received here, and is sub ject
to typographical correction).
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RESOLUTION UNDER ITEM 8A ON THE COUNCIL AGENDA

A RESOLUTION RELATING TO OPERATIONS IN ENEMY AND EX-ENENMY
AREAS WITH RESPECT TO DISPLACED PERSONS AND EPIDEMIC CONTROL
AS ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON POLICY, 22 SEPTEMBER 1944,

WHEREAS
In the course of the activities of the Administration in collaboration

with the military authorities and the governments concerned with respect
to the ecare and repatriation or return of the classes of displaced per-
sons referred to in Resoclution 10, found in enemy or ex-enemy areas

and in controlling epidemics, it will be necessary that the Administra-
tion have latitude in its authority to provide the assistance which may
be required of it and be enabled to take measures for the care or re-
patriation of such persons without delay; 1t is therefore

RESOLVED

1., That, notwithstanding the provlisicns of Resolution 1 Part 1, the
Administration shall be authorized without the necessity of obtalning
prior approval by the Council, to carry out operatlions in enemy or ex-
enemy areas for the care and repatriation or return of dlsplaced persons
as contemplated by Resolution 10, and in agreement with the government
of the country of which they are nationals, or other persons who have
been obliped to leave their country or place of origin or former resi-
dence or who have been deported therefrom, by action of the enemy be-
cause of race, religion or activities in favor of the Unlted liations,

or for the control of epldemies for the purpcse of preventing the spread
of such epidemics to United Nations areas or to dlsplaced persons of
United Nations nationality found in the particular enemy or ex-enemy
area. In earrying out the purposes of this Resolutlon the Administration
will do so only from such a time and for such purposes as may be

agreed upon between the milltary command, the established control au-
thority or duly recognized adminlistratlion of the area on the one hand
and the Administration on the other and subjeect to such econtrol as the
military command or the established control authority may find necessary.

2, With regard to payment for such operations the administration shall

(a) make arrangements with the military command or the appro-
priate authority for the provision of local currency in the
manner contemplated in Sections 19 and 20 of Resolution 14;

(b) be authorized to charge against its general resources such
expenses as cannot be met in local currency and fall to be
met in forelgn exchange, provided that the Director General
consult from time to time with a committee established under
Resolution 23 as to the financial commitments incurred by
the Administration in carrying out the operations set out in
paragraph 1 hereof and as to the ability of the countrles
involved to pay.

(The above text is the latest form received here, and is subject
to typographical correction).
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Via COURIER st Mall
To: Fram:
Genercoso Fope, Fublisher Gene Pope, AF0O 512
11 Progresso lteclo-americanc Detachment A,
42 Elk Street AFHQ - Pro
New York 7, New York ¢/o Fostmaster, New York
18IS 15 o PERSONAL REFORT:

NOT FOR PUBLIGCATION

When I left New York, some four weeks ago, I had no idea of the
magnitude of the werk that had to be performed here in Italy. 1 eagerly loocked
forward to doing some good for the Iltalo-americuns, for the newspaper, and for
america, I had decided then that I would work night and dey to get the best pos-
sible stordies.

I arrived in Rome and immediately got to work. It teck a few days
to get fumiliar with the proper authorities in the Allied {.‘.nntrlol Commission,
allied Military Government, and with members of the Italian gevernment.

it is needless for me to say that here days and time mutter very little.
For me there are seven duys a week of work, there are no hours, and every day is
exactly the same as the one previous to it, or the one following it. I can truth=-
fully say that I've undertaken to perform the work requiring a whole staff. I am

' happy to say that I feel I have accomplished a great deal in the time that I have
been here. I can further say that the duys that are ahead will present even
greater problems, for shortly 1 intend to visit the South and to muke a full re-
port on the pecple and the conditions there.

| In the articles I have written and sent by cable or courier service, 1

; have presented the basic truth. -But, actually, no words can describe the real

condition of Italy. It is pathetic for me to speuk with pecple day after day

and to be able to do nothing. Frobably more than anyone else, 1 feel that Americq

Esw
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and England sre losing Italy, and losing it so fust that they are not aware of the
real trend.

1 feel myself morally obligated to muke this report teo you, kr, Foye,
for 1 hope that in some wuy you may be able to awaken the dormant sttitude of far
too many people buck in the United Ststes. Being & good American, like you, 1 feel
that america must now, and without any further loss of time, do something concrete,

1 have spoken with scores of government officials who have cpened up
their heurts to me in & manner that they have not done with any other correspondent.,
Some of the things they have told me I have been able to send over to the news-
peper. lMany other things cunnot be published now. But, believe me when I suy that
these unpublished items form a verituble black splotch in the record of the United
Stutes and England.

Italy is in fuct, if not on paper, being trampled upon. I say this as
& considered opinien, and one that can be verified at any time if any government
official in England and the United States will tuke the trouble of going out of
his offiee and doing some reul investigautive work. There is no doubt that a
Ereat many things have been accomplished. But &ll of these things have been
purely MILIT.RY.

45 1 have repeatedly said in my stories, no one talks abeout the Armistice
Terms. Yet, those Armistice terms are so evident to the open-eyed individual that
they de not need to be published. Italy is being run on a purely military basis,
without the benefits of military help for the masses. Yes, smme help hus been given.
But that help is like a bucket of water thrown imto the atlantic Ccean.

England and the United States have nade many jretty prondses to the
people of Ituly. Not one of those promises has been fulfilled. The Italian
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government exists in name only. Its power is absolutely nil. It has authority
but it hasn't the means of carrying out that power,

There may be some controversy when 1 say that the things sccomplished here
are FUHELY LILITARY. 4 lot of figures will be exhibited. On paper these figures
look great. Yes, they give one the impression thut things are going along fairly well
here in Italy. But, in the nume of everything that is decent, in the name of honesty
itself, let us look curselves in the eyes und say - is it actually so?

One doesn't have to rattle off a lot of statistics to see that conditions
are not getiing along fairly well., Just one simple statement will knoek all the
figures, all the thousands and thousands of pages issued by the CWI, FWB, FEi, and
the other agencies, into a cock-eyed spin - the people of ltaly are today getting
less than 1,000 calories of food to eat a day. If the things were going along all
right,then why, in the name of God, aren't these pecple getting the minimum food re-
quirements !

Oh, those who say that things are going along all right will bring out
figures, which, superficially would knock you off your feet: bridges have hn;ar- re-
paired, farms are producing again, the fishing fleet is going out to sea aguin, the
Feople's Granaries are scquiring surplus stocks. Ridiculous! What are the pecple
sctually getting - that is the guestion! They cun't answer that., No, because the
people aren't getiing the food; aren't getting the cleothing; aren't getting Jobs;
aren't able to retumn to their hcmes,

This report does not intend teo paint a rosy picture, I would be be-
traying my profession. But, more important than that, I would be betraying
americal if I were to say that things locked bright.

Yes, even the Roosevelt-Churchill declarutions have fallen flat here.

They looked good for the first few days. But they're now considered as "another
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propagunds gesturel®

Oh, if america could just wake upl If americe could just realize what is
going on here! 1f ameriea could make up its nmdind cnce and for all and decide whether
they wanted Italy to be a friend of the United Stutes, or to be the avenue of the
onrushing Communistsl g

Never in the history of the Italian people have the ltalians had & real
chance to actually sce for themselves whut america cun do. Today that chance is
here. Never hgw the Italian pecple felt fur awsy from america. Never in the history
of the two countries have the Italians had anything but love, admiration, respect
for america. But today, with imerican armies on Italiun soil, with american gov-
erment officials sitting in places of command and guidanece, the Itallun pecple are
witnessing what americe can or cannot do, The Italians, thus, are forming & perscnal
opinion of aAmericun democracy.

If 1 were to say that their cpinion favored american democracy today, b &
would be telling a terrible lie. Nor, could I say sbsolutely that the Italians have
lost all faith in America. But, today they are in the so-called midcle of the path.
They can swing from america, and God knows it they do that America will lose one of
its dearest friends.

'mnru may be some cynics in America who'll say that Italy means absolutely
nothing, to the United States. They'll say that the Italians aren't worth saving or
helping. Well, they are so wrong, so terribly wrong. The Italians did not have their
hearts in this war. You can see amd feel thut wherever you go. But the ltalians
can fight. They can fight ferociously. They can see their colleagues slaughtered
one by one, and still they'll fight. However, they'll fight enly for an ideal, as
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they fought during the Risorgimento, as they fought in the First World War, as
their sons fought in america, as Italo-Americans are now fighting for the armed
forces of the United Ststes. I mention this because Italy's geographical pesition
is of parsmount importance in the Mediterranean world. Ituly can either be the
wall stemming the onrushing tide of the RBussian march to the East, that is, teo-
wards the Atlantic. Or Italy can be the broad avenue of complete Russian domina-
tion of all of Europe. Ferhaps there are those who would like to see the Slavie and
Russian entry in the center of the kediterranean and the atlantie. But these people
will one day realize that such a false step today will lead to another war. And
that war may very well come before this generation isgone,
Today Italy is having its first full contact with America. Today

america has the opportunity of proving that it is, as it always has been, the

friend of Italy. But, in order to do so, it must fortimith tesr asunder the
red-tape, the "doppiogiouco". There are scme _mrit:un officiuls here in Italy
who are nothing but politicians in every sense of the word. They are playing
politics for their own end. This political gume is find in America. It is dan-
gerous in Italy. These Americans are playing into the hands of the big indus-
trialists, the big business men, and the "filthy" rich who did excellently under
Fascism and expect to do the same with any kind of government bhat may be set up
in Italy. These americans are not taking the interest of the Italian people at
heart. 1 believe they are absclutely blind to the facts, to the real conditions
now existing in Italy.

The Italian government, as 1 have said, is an impotent bedy of men,

america and England are still undecided as tc whether to giwe it any REAL power.
As of this date the Allied Control Commission is still the Allied Control Com-
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mission, although Roosevelt and Churchill said that it was to be only an advisory
group of individuals called the Allied Commission. No one in A.C.C. knows what his
real job is, except that he must carry out the terms of the amistice. and that is
the only CONCRETE thing they are doing.

Today in Ituly everything that is not being done has an excuse: "military
expediency™. And there isn't a single member of the Italian government, or anmy
Italian for that matter, who will stand in the way of military victory. But, that
excuse given by those who should be doing active work for the restoration of the
national economy, is a feeble one. It is an excuse that has done irreparable harm
for the friendly relationship between the Italian and imerican pecple,

What harm would an idle factory now go if it were to be restored to com-
plete usage? The Italians are willing to work 24 hours a day to keep that factory
going. They are willing to let the majority of its product go into the allied war
effort - but, at least they'll have employment for the people working in that factory.
And they will have a partial product for their own we, Yet, factories that can be
repaired are allowed to stand idle - the excuse being that & few mechanical parts
that are needed to get it going are essential to the war effort. How absurdl That
factory, were it to function, could turn out war goods that have to be transported
thousands of miles across the Atlantic - tons of goods! Whereas a ton, two tons,
or even a hundred tons of mechanical equipment could turn cut thousands of tons of
goods right here in Italy and thus save much needed shipping space and &lsc give
the Italians a chance to work.

In twelve months time the Allies could have set dogens, if not hundreds
of these fuctories going. They could have provided work for thoudands, and perhaps
tens of thousands of persons who ure now roaming the streets unable to find any kind

of work. ls that helping the war effort?
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in twelve months time the Allies could have brought in tractors and
transport velicles to make possible the planting and the harvesting of addi-
tional terrain. Had they done that they would have saved america the necessity
of having to transport 150,000 tons of grain for the Italians. Was the
military expediency helped by telling the Italian governmet anc the people
that they could not have the additional tractors and trucks? Sure, they say
that 54,000,000 quintals of wheat will be harvested and umassed in the pecple's
granaries this year. That's &« very big figure. But, do the people realize
that this figure is not enough to give the people in the liberated areas ALONE
less than a single, small roll - the same kind of roll that is used te put
frankfurters in. That's & statement made by an allied Control Commission ex—
ecutive,

In twelve months time the Italians have increased their refugee dis-
placement, with the result that today about 1,000,000 Italians are homeless,
the great majority of them hundreds of miles away from their homes, The
allied Commission eunnot find the transportation to bring these pecple - most
of whom worked on the soil - back to their homes. Yet, in order to help feed
these pecple, thousands of trucks are needed, and, also, thousands of tons of
food must be imported to feed them. Yet, had the Allied Control Commissioners
been able to return these pecple, those thousands of trucks would not have been
necessury; those thousunds of tons of food would not be teking up valuable
eargo space. The problem would not, naturally, be campletely solved, but a great
part of it would. and, was this too in the interest of military expediency.

What wbout the Hlack Market? Does the fact that it flourish help
the war effort? Yet, where do the Hlack Marketeers get their food, ecloth and

other items to sell?
They don't get it from Italy, for Itely absolutely hasn't got itl
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Lverything they sell - or practicullyeverything - goes through, if it is not
f.nt.ua.ll:,r part of, allied hands, Somewhere along the line there must be dishonesty,
Is it the fuult of the Italian governnent or is it the fault of the allies? To give
Just one exumple - you can get all the american cigarettes you want on the Bluck
karket for BU cents u pack! The Ituliun government certainly does not import
American cigurettes. Yet, the Bluck karket cannot be stopped.

The picture of Ituly today is the picture of a nation in chaos, 1 might
suy it is the picture of a nation on the verge of revolution, The rubber-band
hus been pulled far encugh. It is tow snapping.

It is with thelope that you may do something therefore that I muke this
report to yoj. It is not & complete report., But it gives you u general over-all
pieture. You are already scquainted with the horrible econcmic and finuncial
conditien of the people, with the tragic health situation.

1 knew thet you as an american will want to do something to bring Italy
to America.

48 & fellow Americsn, and s a son of your greut newspaper family, I

-

implere you in the name of God, to do whatever you can to bring about this aid
to ltaly.

ald cannot wait for next Spring., Next Spring will be too lute,

Flease tuke ull stories of conditions improving here with a grain, a
double grain of salt. I um sure thut Americs does not wunt to lose Italy., I am
sure that the thousands of American boys did not die in vain - did not aie te see
Italy given to Communism or ancther form of totaliturian government. !

1 cannot plead too strongly, Mr, Fope, for this aid to the people of

Italy. I cunnot repeat it too often,
1 feel that you can do a great deal. As your representative over here
in Italy, 1 assure you thut your good nume has been spread to every individual I
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1 have spoken. The cause of aid to Italy is not un Ituliun problem at all.

It is an internstional problem that must be splved immedistely. 1 am not
speaking as an Italian when 1 plead for aid to them. 1 am speaking us a loyal
American, the futher of & fumily - yes, the father of a family that doesn't want
to see his sone, or thehusbands of his daughters, take up arus again to fight in
uncther World War. and, in speaking this way, 1 feel that 1 um spesking for every
american father.

Kuny of the officials, many of the Italiuns 1 luve spoken with, ure
cognigant of the work you ure performing. 1 have even spoken to His Holiness,
Fope Fius XI1I, sbout your work. I can say that you have & warm spot in thelr
hearts. |

1 say to you, keep up the good werk, fight harder ana harder, for yours
is & just cuuse, a n.auua for the truth. -

1 say to you, Mr. Fope, thut the fuith you have placed in me and
my woerk shall never be dimmed. 1 have & tremendous job to do. 1 am doing it,
and will continue to do it with complete honesty, without fear, and with nalice
towards none.

as 1 said, 1 came to Italy confused about the ebtire situation.

Today thut confusion has soliditisd into concrete knowledge of the actual con-
ditions.

1 implore you agein, and agein, and aguin and agein and againl
Through I Frogresso, through every means at your disposs=l, fight this thing te
victory! For through that victory peace will come - & peace that will stick
i1 the hearts of men, a peace of friendship and everlasting love., You must not
lose this fight. Our beloved america will suifer in the yeers to come if this fight

is lost.
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In the name of the innocert children of Italy; in the name of the
helpless mothers; in the name of the hundreds of thousands thut are now
wandering Nemads in the countryside; in the nawe of God and jistice, let this
help to Italy came soon - very scon. Give to Ituly a clance to bresthe, Give
to the innccent a shining light, Give to the sick world the medicine it s
urgently needs to pet back on its feetl '

1 dread to think of the mny more tragedies I am about to see us I
head South. With faith in God, I hope that as 1 go among these people, the
word will flash back: "llelp is comingl®

and 8o, 1 close this personul report to yog. lay God give you the
strength to carry on this gigantic task. May the friends of Ituly, who are in-

deed the patriotic, loyal Americans, see the light., It is so much needed here.

Gene Rea
Oetober Tth, 1944
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

This report, prepared by the Office of War Information, is designed to meet
the verious needs of editors, writers, commentators, broadomsters, photographers,
and pthors concerned with presenting the mews. It may be reproduced in its
entirety, excerpted, condensed or umed as background and reference material,

/f:,tmmm-zmam For Friday Afternocon Papers, October 27, 19Lk,

A report on the present economic condition of Italy, including & summary of
Allied contribution to ite rehabilitation and to the relief of its people, was
lssued today by the Office of Wer Information, on the basis of data supplied by
the War Depertment, the Department of State, the Allied Commission, the Foreign
Economic Administration and the United Netions Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration. The report fallows:

The Allies moved into a country whose economy had progressively deteriorated
under Fascist mismanagement, Nezl oppression, and as a result of military operas
tions to drive the Nezis from Italy.’ Under Fescist control & lerge part of
Itely's resources and productive capecity wae devoted to preparing for and en-
gaging In war rether then producing useful supplies and services for the people
of Ttaly. Cumulatively, this put Italy--a country always economically insufficient
and depending on large Iimports--in bed shape. Nazi cppression and plundering
accentuated this situstion. Bombing, artillery fire and other military operations
to drive the German forces out of Italy caused even further devastation ‘and
detericration of Jtaly's economic, egricultural, and industrial systems. This
wee the cheotic end eritieal situation which the Allies fuced and have begun to
correct in those parts of Italy which have been liberated.

The Alllea' prime ncontribution was military: the liberation of meost of
Italy frem the control of the Fescists and the Cermans. In the face of the
shattered economy end administration of Italy, the Allies have in addition, done
these things: .

1. Assiated the Italians in feforming and reorganizing the administrative
machinery of the nation and provinces mo as to fucilitate the country's rehabilita-
tion. The United Stetes Government has lifted the ban on commercial communications
with Italy eand has eliminated all other economic warfare restrictions against
liverated Italien territory.

2. Repaired and reconstructed shattered vital lines of transport, including
highways, bridges, reilwaya, and the docks and fecilities of meany ports.

3. Festored, repaired, and rebuilt essentiasl public utilities -- such as
waterworks, electricel systems, gasworks and sewers--to the extent necessary for
militery usege and for essential civilian economy In many cities, including Rome,
Naples, end the devastated areas of Sicily. ;

4, Supplied basic foodetuffs to the people through importations from official
Amerlcan and British sources which will have totaled 1,107,000 tona to the end
of this year; plus 1,193,000 tons of other civilianisupplies, making an aggregate
of 2,300,000 tons of civilian supplies; ironed out inequalities in rationing end
reordered it on a fair basis; etraightened out the Internal collection and distri-
hutiuﬁh of domeatic crops, including the successful amassing of the wheat orop
of 194,

(over)
X-3531k
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; 5. Rehnbilitated key industries, wrocked by bombing and Germen deroli<ion,
in order Lo process foodstuffs, manulacture texiiles, mine cssernt !al minerals and
to rroceas them, btoth for miditery.end essential civilian use, trus providing

- Jobs as well., With Ttalien-industry depsndent 90 par cont on byirc.-eleciri
enexrgy, which has:been shaftered, ACC predicts €0 per cant ncrmal industrial |

production for the country one year after hostilities, which is considerably

moré then is 1ikely to be the casn with wartorn Allled countries cuch es l‘.i‘:t'ﬂuarét..~~

Tugoslevia, Norwey, Wolland and England, Plamning for the rehabiiitaticn of the'

follewing indusiries Ir well undsr way: sonp, paper, textiles, tobacco and 55
n matches _?irwtant. for govethment’ revenue as a monopoly) end fertilizers. =
* 6. fuprorted banks after the criels of liberation end permitted thsir rapid |

reopening on & sound-besis, ‘as indicated by the fact ihet dsposita incrocced., - The
[ United States goverrment has mdde evailable to the Itelian governwent ia U, S,
? dollers, tne eguivalent of the pay of U, S. troops in Itely in locel currency;
the d:1lar proceeds of remittances to Ttaly, ead the doller proceeds of Itaiian
experta to the United ‘States, The dollars from ail these sources will be avail-
eble for the Ttallan goverfmient to buy other essential supplies.

T. Set vp rrice mtmluf?:él major necessities,’end is curbing black
market operations, Thie hma beun pspocially succossitl where 1t hes beer

poaoible to increems veticha,
a
8. Organized and ia cﬂucfing'h. Bwift cenaue of 'I".Eé_ ﬁ'eap_lé; of irdustey
and efriculturs ﬁn obtein a cleer picturn of the nation’e needs and poterticli-
tica for rohebilitation, end har drawvn a plan for use of the Itelien governuant
in recctablishing the inlustrial asd trenaportation ecosomy

9. Mc > e complete study of cgriculture, forestry and fishing, end hpe in-
dicated the svpplive..and financing needed for restoravion. i
! it i R i
10. feeiated lubov, ufter the abolition of Fasclat syndicntes, to sct up
its own organizaticrs, and mediated and edvised in settling al) dlaputes, No
majcr strikos have occured and work stcppages wers prevented without the use of
compuloion, - : '

11, Upon the reqiwat of the Allies the Unitel Natione Felief and Rehabilita-
tion Administration has urdsrtcken to make an allocetinn of  $50,000,000 tor supple
meatel reilef within Itely, ani UNSRA Plecs, as part of this expenditurec,. io da-
1iver-15,000,tone of extre foods monthly, tc care for apprexizately,1,700,000
& children ond oxpectent or nursing mothers. In eddition, préfessional’ persornel

would essist Italier health muthoritive and UKRRA would supply about 48,000,000
 vorth of supplemontel medicel supplies over = period of a year. Fpurgeon M. Xeeny,
~ dircctor of the mission, alrpady is on his woy to Tealy. R P

K 12. frrenged for shipments of the suppiies of American Relief for Italy, Ine.
~ Eight hundrod fifty thoussnd tons of clothing, vitamins and medicAl muppliss al--
- ready heve boen ehipped and tons a month edditioacl heve been schoduled.
U, 5, roprosontatives in Italy have helped create the Italimn Mational Jgency Tor
(Adatribution cf relief supplles, Tko United Stotes government arrergéd to facili-
| tew shibmonis of privats dcnations from the 21 American repubiics, and has just

Gtatea.
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A dreakdown of tot shipments of U. S. procured co ditles, other than
“ . Petroleum producte, to lvaly, Sicily and Sardihias for purely ¢ivilian purposes

from July 1, 1943, through September 10, 19k, follows (these supplies are in
eddition to those provided by the British and by private sources):

ITEM TOTAL SHIPPED TO 10 SEPTEMEER

iBhi Dollar Value
. Eut in Thousands (1)
mtuff 3 _ \

41 Wheat . : 231,koo ,600

p Flour . \ 284,400 ,600
Boans /Peas - 60,600 T7500:

Sugar 7,500 960°

Soup 56,400 : 12,700

Milk ; 12,200 1,900
Meat/Cheese 74,200 23,900

Total 726,700 75,000

Medical, Sanitary i =

& Veterinary Supplies 7,000 : 2,500

Soep . ' 3,900 - 500

Coal 290,400 e e

Transportation Equipment i e b S
Autos for AMZ. T = gikB)

Special Utility Repaire : o OO 760

Clothing & Textiles | g 1 e hedguiigthogued 4 -

Agricultural Supplies : ' :

& Foulpment
Chemicals ; e 28,900 st B0
Seeds ' ' : 1,500 gl =y
Misc. Supplies 1,700 g ok 200. , .

Industrial Repairs : :

& St_:ggﬂa: ' g
Fishing Industry 200 200
Mining Industry 700 : 100
Manufacturing 1,100 P 50

! Total _ 2,000 - 350

Misce b L fn : ¢ o

tches " 300 . 8 E:;g
Neweprint : 6,200 : s wati
Miec. Paper 500 T i égg
Cigarette Mfg. Supplies ' Boo
Printing Ink 100 LI
Total 7,900 230
GRAND TOTAL 477,786 90,370

NOTE (1). Prices are eatimated cost not including overseas shipping cost, or,
in moet instances, domestic transportation costs beyond firet inland depot.
In some insteances exact net quantities are not ¥ot known and ccets have been

estimated by conversion from groes quantities, :
(over) X-3532h
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., A sumary of the m.on scceuplishuents and, problems of the Allied Tommission, . °
formerly kmown as the ,ahﬁa:‘q; fontrel Council, ‘in ite work for the Italian
populace, followa: Ao ) g duht

.. Food supply to the civilian pepulation of Italy has been the paramount
problem of ths Allied Control Commission (now Allied Commiesion), The problem is
8t111 Far from solved, but in the southern portion of liberated Italy, food .\
conditions in rural districts .are now relatively easy. The citlee, alvaye major .
Pointe of crisis, have an improved supply. Conditions remain only fair in euch
citles ae Florence, close beiiind the battle lines, and Rome s With its population
of & million and & half, Hoyaver, there also, the situation has improved.,

During the winter and & ring of 1943-44 » & total of 8L per cent of the
Population of 1iberated Ttaly received more than half 1ts d.aily_,aunt..-qnt_q of food
from ACC imports. This called for shipments into the country of more than
700,000 tone of foodstuffs ) hiefly wheet and flour, during the year, July, 1943,
to July, 194k, As the battle lines move northward, these shipments will have to
be incressed and arrangements for such en increase have been mefle, T . '

Increased estimutes of @ypplies needed for next year envisage the necescity
of feading the reoples of Northern Italy, now occupied by the Germans who etill
hold the Po Valley.

The basis for these estimates of needed food supplies is not lavish, but ie
calculated to allow 200-300 grams of bread a day for 75 per cent oI the populetion
south 'of the Pisa-Rimini line, and for some 80 per.cent of the porulaticn north
of that line. (This estimate ie based on the fact that it was necessary to
provide imported food for &4 Per cent of the populatien of southern Italy.)

The calculation tekes into mccount also the wheat harvest thie yeer in liberated
Ttely of 2,034,000 metric tons, and the portion of the harvest which can he held
over through rigid rationing, A :

All of the work of collecting and distributing domestically Procuced food
vithin Italy wee in the hands of the Italian government. During the period
lmedistely preceding Allied 1iberation, this system broke dovn completely. . It
has been.necessary for the AQC to institute & complete reorganizafion of thias
machinery, and thie has been Succesefully eccomplished. Collection end emessing
of the wheat harvest this Jear was successful with few exceptions s and gquotas
were fulfilled in accordance with Plan -- and in the big grain centers of - Foggia
and Matera were exceeded. The 300-gram ration of bread issued in southern Italy,
which had the effect of sharply curbing the black merket, helped in this work.

Transportaticn shortages still constitute a major problem of food supply, as
they do for ell other operaticne of the Ttalien economy, becesuse of the Primacy of
military operations in Italy, France and the Falkang. Highways have been
repaired, and the northward movement of the battlefronts has released additional
rail tonnage in the south for civilian use. The eritical shortage of trucks
nmt%u » &nd military emergency on occasion inevitably has had to cause dis-
ruption’ of the supply pattern overnight, as when ports were closed to civilian
supply ships, or rail traffic was preempted for military use.

(more)
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‘ . Nevertheless, in Southern Italy 1t has been posaible to increase the normal
ration of bread to 300 grams a day; in the northern distficts, including Rome, the
ration remains at 200 grams, The initial goal of the ACC, 1t is stated, was to
provide 1,000 calories a day from imported supplies for those to whom ration cards
were 1ssuad, in order to suprlement domestic food supplies and thus to bring
Itallan consumption near, or about, subeistence levels. Tt has' not always been .
pospible to achieve the latter objective, because of the difficulties of getting
domestic food supplies to urban centers,  Nevertheless, marked progress has been
made in ‘curtailment of the black market s and in the elimination of fraudulent or

~illegal ration cards -- the issue was reduced by. 700,000 through a close survey,

¥ ~ Buch labor difficulties as have arisen came out of the straitened food aitua-
© tilon, chiefly among "white collar" workers, In addition to the normal ration, two

classes of workers receive supplemental rations: those hired directly by the
military for heavy work, and those who work on civilian projects, such as utility
maintenance, which have an indirect military importance., The former clmes raceives
"Scale A" rations, which include & midwork meal comprising 150 grams of bread, mix
ounces of vegetables and 0.8 ounce of dried goup. In the north, these workers
also receive the normal 200 gram bread ration daily, plus a weekly issue of 700
grams of pasta, In the south, where the daily ration.is 300 grams of bread, they
receive 150 grama of pasta a week and 200 grams of dried soup.

Workers of the second group receive "Scale B" ration, which includes the mid-
work meal, but no supplemental weekly issue of pasta and soup, ot

ihrou.-;;li 4.11 these achievements, the improvement of importe, the increased
transport facilitiss, better regulated rationing and the reformation of the

importd., In a completely dierupted economy, amid devastations of wak, the
emergencies of army supply for all fighting fronts, and the competing demands of
othor liberated countries, ACC operations constitute & resl achievement,

ROME

Rome escapod virtually unscathed from bombing and the Gerdan demolition
oquads, Nevertheless, the water supply was wrecked. Frompt action restored
adegaate quantities quickly, but only recently has the full supply been resthred,
Pumping facilities remain inadequate and large buildings ‘and higher sections of
the city lack good water facilities, The city, which formerly required 110,000
kilowatts for electrical supply, now must be content with 30,000 kv, Gas
was rostorcd on a partial basis in September. All these were conseguences of the

- . Gestruction’'and demolition of war, and are the lot not only of recently liberated
tio elties, such ag those off France, but also of many English cities and towns,

- ,Roms 'a food problem springs from theee same cauges, and from the utter
wrocking of transportation facilities, from the devastation of food supply areas,
from the shipping bottleneck and the city's isolation from the rich Po Valley b
‘and Marche arca, Neverthclees, 730,000 metric tons of food, of which 13,000 were
., Allied imports, were dolivercd to tho. clty during Augiet, end September schedules
" ' called for 50,000 tons -- onough to provide 2 1/2 pounds daily for each of the
.. 1,500,000 ration card holders in the oity, SR L

; ™
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Sumerizing the fiood situation within the city, Allied officlels say, "The
situation ias fair. It has improved. No one ig etarving, even in Rome. One
"hundred ‘eighty thousend kitchen meals are digtributed daily, aveilable to those
who need them. Everything poeeible is being done to increase the eupply of food
in the city, and will continue to be done." .

Rome probably is typical of the problems that will be faced with Turin
Milen when ihe northern part of Italy is liberated. Genoa's problem ie only
elightly helped by the faet that it is & port, rather than an inland city. For\
this reason, the feeding of Rome is enslyzed in deteil,

The feeding of the million and half persons in Rome is called the moet dif=-
ficult supply problem in Italy. Rome %s an inland city and, under peacetime con-
ditions, draws all sorte of focdetuffs from distant are&s, rather than dependiig
on nearby districte. Grain comee from Umbrim; beef cattle from Marche, Umbria and
Serdinis; milk from Lombardy; cheese from Puglia, Cempenia and Abbruzzi in the
south; lembe Trom Marche and Sardinia; poultry from northern Italy ead Marche,
Production of fruits.and vegetables in the Rome area s good, but articholkes and
tomatoes come from Sardinia and Campanie, and citrus fruits from Sicily.

: In recent yeers, the expension of Rome has crowded out many neur‘g agri-
cultural areas which profuced vegetables and fruit and egus, so that these supplie
muet now come from the Naples plains..

vays, tho Roms-MRpLDs, the Bl asenes Agvended on the cperation of thros rail
Haples, when ovened, had to be devoted aslmost entirely to military supplies. The
Ancona line, which tepped the Marche area on which Rome depended so heavily for
food, wae wrecked so utterly that no attempt could be mede to put it beck into
operation. !

Conditions in Rome deteriorated steadily long before the Allies moved into
Italy. At the beginning of the war, the bread ration under the Fascists was 200
grems, and this was reduced to 150 greme in March, 1942, War-time drains of man-
power and the military needs for food cut into agricultural supplies. Fascist
inefficiency further complicated the picture. :

In the middle of July, 1943, when the Allies moved into Sicily, food sup-
pliee from the south began to fail. The transport line, harely adequate under
normal sitvntions, wee bombed, and preempted for German and Italian military use.
The first two Allied bombinge of the city during July end August forced frelght
cars to unload far from the normal centers, and put & strain upon the truck sup-
‘ply, already in bed shape. Refugees flooded the city, and the 'ecope of the
black market increased sharply under this sugmented demand sending prices rapidly
upward. :

When the Germans moved intdo Rome at the time of the armistice in September.
they stopped all rail end eutomobile treffic with northern and central Italy.
Thie, with the disorgenization of food control edministration, made affairs worse.
A pericd of slight improvement followed, but the black market, free of all con-
trols at thie time, continued to expand, end prices further incressed. By the
middle of January, Rome wes virtually cut off from almoet all railway supply, and
food ceme in only in civil sutomobiles and trucks which the owners had succeed
in eaving from the requisitions of muthorities and the Germans. :

' The landing et Anzio, in Januery, sent another horde of refugees into Rome
and the flooding of the Pontine marshes by the Germans cut of{ another source of
food. The Italian authorities appealed to the producers to bring in all their
eurplies and lifted controls on import of foocdetuffs. The Germans stopped those
vho obeyed the summcne and confiscated their supplies. After this, the provi-
eloning of the city became wholly dependent upon black market supplies.

(more) X-35314
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On March 25, 1944, the bread ration was cut to 100 gramé a day, and the city
lived on this imposeibly low ration until the liberation of Rome on June 4.
In May, the monthly ration of focd vas 3,000 grams of bread, 500 grams of rice,
50 grams of butter, 100 grems of sheep or goat meat, 150 grams of cheesa.
No olive oil, besns, or sugsar was avallable, except to eick perscns. and children.
As & gauge, 3,000 grame of bread, the monthly ellotment, totaled sbout & 3/5

== equivalent to about & loaf and & half of our American bread for each

Ppraon to last & week.
rd

When the Allies moved into Reme, they found the Nazis had removed all but a
emall part of the city's food supplies. Nevertheless, the Allies were able to
maintain the 100 gram bread retion until June 21, when it was increased to 150
grams. Four days later, it was possible to raise this to 200 grams, which
entailed shipments into Rome of 300 tons of flour a day. On June 18, other
imported foodstuffs began to arrive, and during that month, 7,000 tons of food
wore brought in and distributed.

During July, the situation continued to improve ; and 8,000 tona of imported
food were supplied. The monthly ration at that time comprised: bread, 6,200
grems; dried vegetables, 167 grams; suger, 160 grems; canned meat, 186 grams;
fish, 100 grams; rice, 42 grame; oil, 50 grams; cheese, 12 grems. This ration
provided asbout 660 calories per day. In this month y fresh produce began to flow
in increased quantities, and the supply Jumped from 300 tome daily to 450 tona.
Transport continued to be the big obetacle to better food supplies, but in the laa"
two weeks of August it was possible to issue an extra ration of 550 grams of pasta,
According to a study by the Public Health Subcommission of the ACC, the daily
ration in Rome had been only 305 calories a day for nine months before the Allies
entered the city. In Auguet, under the Allies, the ration waa 800 calories.

When the Allies scheduled 50,000 tone of food for Rome in September, it was
necessary to plan to bring fieh from as far away as the islands of Pantelleria and
Sicily, potatoes from arcund Naples, vine from Puglia, the "heel" of Italy.

All this wes echieved during a time when Allied military authorities in the
Mediterranean were straining every resource and facllity to conduct military
operaticns in Central and Northern Italy, Southern France esnd the Ealkans.

Every effort is being made to increase the flour ration in Rome, but the
food supplies from the north are blocked out by disrupted traneport, and the:
s¥genciss of war impede all shipments from the south. The Allies have improved
the food situation in Rome steadily. AFa

Frices for unrationed articles in Rome are higher than in any other city of
Italy, due to the high costs of transportation. Rome is dependent largely upon
motor transport from the Naples plain, and prices vary. The control price
upon potatoes runs from 12 to 15 lire per kilo in Naples as contrested with 25
lire in Rome. During June, July and August, however, prices were stabilized
within a narrov range in Rome, partially due to seasonal availabllity of fresh
fruite and vegetables. Contlnued stabilization will be dependent upon a high
level of imported eupplies, and continued improvement of transportation.

(The food situation in Naples, and also its rehabilitation from extensive
German demolition, was discuseed fully in CWI report, NB-2737, released on
S8eptember 3, 15LL.) :

(over)
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Price pelicy in Italy under Allied control has eonsieted nninly of attempts
to salvage remnants of 4 broken-down system sf controls doveloned by the Fasciet
government before pnd during:the war. Undes thnt svsten,” the basic necessities
of life wore rati®a 4. Thaso ‘included not only the principal foodetuffs but also
manufactured goods, such ds shoes ‘amd Gloth¥nz,” Wages and salaries wore supnased-
1y frozen. In ordnr ‘ts provont 'thé Ba#ie néeeesity of 1ife, nanely broad, from

increasing in prica, the necessary fridreases 4n the -nrice of wheat were largely.

covered by governnent subsidies. Ydn Nen et

Price controls under the Fescists wers cheracterized by intrigue and cor-
ruption and were qﬂninﬂ.nturu#, or supnogrdlpiddministersd, by a multisude of
seni-official trade agsoscintions A AT : - Rt

LE . - M

Jhe by ]

Government salarics incremzl;d.. Th ouizh sunnlenontary’nayhbnts, bt the basie.
rate of pay remainod wichangad. Priced 'to férnmers incress<l to'ment-incrensed
costs of production, and,'despite attemnts at control; legal ratoh of 'nayment
for agricultural workers were largely dieregarded. - y WS

‘ ot TN i k AR BL Bhits %oy

4t the inveelon'of Bicily, Allied authoritios froszn wrged at. the then
vrevailing level. Upon occupatinn: the breakdown pf controls becgno alnost eom-. B
plete. Bread in the larger centors jumped from 2:40 lire mor kils to 50100 3
lite por kiloe, -Black tarket prices soared.  Wages and salardies jummed. AMG .
authoriged an incroase invedlaries and wages dn Sicily in November: . 1943, ; anount-
ing %o 75 ver cént of tho £iret 1,000 lire wmr nonth and tapering off in higher ...
brackets. i 5 ool T A e P AL S ; g N .

This was tho eqiivilont of ‘e 60 nor cemt bosst in all wares anil salarige.
Sinllar inerbesne wardlster autherized on the mainland. By Harch, 1P&d, con-.
trol over prices and wazos hnd almost complotely broken down. Such wage controle
as cxisted were ecntinued mostly in. the governnent, mublic.utilitios and banks.

The commaratively lower seale of wngos nald by thege industrics nade it difficult
for ACC to recrult oxperienced workers/whs were badly norded. gy e |

The énn_.trﬂl‘;:r! n:_"iehls' wag confined largoely to6 whont -anf olive oil snd ‘ta.
iaportod foodetuffs, ' Publie utility Tatos, railroad ratos and farce nlso ro-
mained under control. Reats were frogzen. ' N

The alliod costrol board fixed -rices on March g, 1944, on the following
erticles: soap, tomatoos, leather, matchos, cement, clectric ratos, water
ratos, gas ratos, wheat, barley, dohydratod soups, wool, mulse, glive 0il, sul-
phur, twine and ropo, broad, postal and tolograph rates, bram, = ' %

1, = », i u :'III " " .'r. > h iy ., LD I;

On July 17, 1944, in Rome, the.fixed nrice of bread was five Aira.ner kiloe,
but broad in tho black markot coet 100~130 lire per kilo. Fixed price.fpr oil
was 37 lire por-liter and, in the black nmarket, 850 lire par liter. .

 Wheat vrices wore fixed in March at 1,000  lire ner quintal on hard whoat
and at 900 lire vor quintal on soft whoat. The:Italian government favored a .
higher price. Waros s mgricultursl workers wers described as "uncontrollad
and uncontrollable.” : ey N0 i T gt i

- a8 the Allied armies advanced .northward, the neychologieal warfare units
broadcast to farners in occuplod areas to hold their wheat for the higher nrices
being maid by ACC, In some areas, AMG fixed prices on articles other than those
listod by ACC, S

(nore) X-35314
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The principal means of control decided upon were as Tollows:

For agricultural preducte: (1) compulesory marketing of the principal crops
through officially controlled chamnels, including "eamassing”; (2) control of
animal slaughtering, funneling all animals through communal slaughtering plants;
(3) control of supply through allocation of fertilizers, bren for dairy cows,
and other producer goods, in proportion to deliveries of the product to suthorized

/marketing agencies.

For industrial products: larger producere -- control through inmspection of
books; smaller producers -- control through allocatlon of key raw materiale, par-
ticularly imported materials and fuels. °

For control of distribution to consumers: . raticning, the point eystem, and
development of consumer cocperatives. A consumers' comnittes vas racommended in
every center to investigete and adviee on the operation of such contrels.

TRANSPORTATION

Many of the more acute railroad transportetion probleme in the area south of
Rome have now been solved. Rallroaed lines,--although meny of them are now eingle
tracked becnuse equipment had to be cennibalized from double-track roads because
of war destruction--ars now operating on regular schedules. The south Italien
railroad situsion can be described as "fair." But compared with what it was
when Allied trocps arrived in Sicily, Bardinie end the meinland, & minor miracle
has been performed in a few short montha.

Today, in this area, food and fuel for cocking can be sent from coastal
cities into the interior and meaterials from the interior cen be sent to coestal
cities. Manufacture, however, is practicelly st e standstill. The restoration o
Ttaly's economy muet weit uvon resumption of adequate traneportation. In & coal-
poor nation, the use of hydro-electric energy I8 important and this, too, 18 be-
ing reetored. ;

The highwey situation in this area is definitely poor. Reason: lack of
trucks. The roads end bridges have been repaired. Further improvement in rail
facilities im needed and will help relieve the acute truck shortage.

Cosstal shipping transportation was & diseppointment. The Allies found
available fewer than 600 echooners with a total tomnnage between 50,000 end 60,000

All in all, there has been & vast improvement during the past few monthe.
Conditions at the time of owr arrival upcn the mainland were chaotic. Fortunately
of southern Italy's 7.5 million inhebitants, 5.5 millions lived in coastal ATeHE .
The two million who lived inland were for many months cut off from transportation
An Army report of the time said of the inland area that 1t was "made up of a num-
ber of isoclated towne and citles trading as. in medieval days by animal-drawn
carts,” Hi-jacking end highway robbery were almoat commonplace. Transportation

. authorities msked for armed guards, pointing out at one time that the payment of
protective money was another alternative.

The destruction of reilroads, bridges, rolling stock and equipment by the
Germens was enormous. Temporary bridges have been erected end are etill being
built. By making single-track lines out of double-track routes, the army hae
been able to get material for railrcads leading into the fighting areas.

Coal is still in ehort supply. Italy is now getting 125,000 tons per month.
In May end June, 194k, conditions in one aree were so bad that food was carried
bty a chain of human porters from Foggis to Naples. The price of a 10-ton truck
was $70,000 or, in Italien currency, 7 million lire.

(over)
X-%5314
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The problems and "*Jmti‘ma of traneportation in &-“thern Italy can bte . * )
summarized as follows: ]

1. The release of more railvay tonnage by militery authorities for civilian
purposes;

2. The restoration of besic transportation facilities for imported fuel,
maintenance equipment, tires and animale;

J. The repair of bridges, roads and roadbeds--a problem of internal
edministration, held back partly because of the lack of machinery. _
%

Trucks are scheduled to carry 50,000 tons of food and cooking charcoal into . :
Rome each month, which ie one-sixth of the total tonnage of civilian goods being
carried on the railroads of the liberated portions of Italy.

Through cooperation of the Italian government, conflicting and parallel
public worke agencies in the government had bsen stresamlined end consclidated
into a more efficlent organisstion to work with the Allled Commiseion's Public
Works and Utilities subcommission.

Highvaye and tridges essential to military and civilian economy have been

. Placed in adequate repair throughout the southern part of Italy and up to Rome.
North of the city, roads were even more thoroughly wrecked by the German retreat
and by bombing, but these, too, have been brought into usable condition by the
combination of the Allied enginsers and the subsequent auguented and continuing
repalr by the ACC sub-commission A total of over $6,280,000 has been spent in
making such repairs, and 22,500 civilian workers have been employed in making
these repairs. ’

The number of bridges on mein routes which wers destroyed up to' the Piea-
Rimini line (the so-called Gothic defense -line of the Germans) totaled nearly 800.
There were aleo hundreds of bridges destroyed on secéndary rosds.  Of the bridges
destroyed on the main highways, 230 haveé been completely reconstructed or are
being rebuilt. Other bridges are not 30 be rabullt now either because semi-
permanent structures were put up by the armies, or adequate all-weather detours
were constructed, or because the structures are very larpge and edequate re-routing
can by-pags. them, 4 : . ;

As of the first of September, the ACC subccmmission héd- under 1ts care for
maintendnce, hsavy repaire or reconstruction 2,950 miles of military highwaye and
- 882 addivional miles important to civilians, plus eeveral thousand miles of
Becondary rosds. ‘ ot . b iy : i . :

‘Priorities for railroed treneportation are as follows: Militery shipments,
Purely ACC shipmente, civilian shipments sponsored by ACC, ordinary freight cn &
commarcial ‘baals. : :

North of Rome ahd in the battle arems, railroad conditions are still in need
of great improvement, Lines running to the battlefronts, devoted exclusively to
the carrying of military supplies, &re obvicusly being sdequately maintained.

 There 1s & serious .shortage of trucks in the area below the Pisa-Rimini
line. In northern Italy, of a total population of 13.6 millien, 10 millieon live
inland--and will need to be supplied by truck during the first months after
liberation. With a shortege ‘of trucks already evident ixmediately below that
arsa, the s liberation of northern citlas would pose great problems for

tnnuporbnt»in:n end supply.

The Italian state railwaye were badly mauled by the Nazis. The privately-
owned rallways did not fare quite so badly. But these, too, need coal and equip-
ment--although some lines did have material reserves for restoration. Tt vas
necessary to watch the privately-owned lined, before they were stopped Tor lack
of fuel, to see that the merchandise they carried wae not diverted into black
marke . channels. ., (more)’ X-35314



L

« APVANCE REI™ASE -11- - 1&5-2&35

F INANCE:
The achicvements of the Allied Military Financial Ageney in Italy, through

1 AMG and ACC have been motable, Banke have seldom remained closed for more
‘than a fortnight after invesion,

Allied Military (AM) currency has been prepared and forces of the United
States, England, France, Polend and Brazil ere peid in this fashion, Four
branch offices of the Allied Financial Agency, each with currency vaults, have
been established, A fifth branch office is & mobile "Forward Area Branch" for
Florence, The preparation, transportation and gafeguarding of AM currency
wes completed,

Forgery of AM money was quickly ended end £ geng of counterfeiters ar-
rested, Procedures for the cremation of mutilated AM currency have been
developed end applied. "Spearhead" currency--British and American money--was
used when e plene laden with AM cwrrency crashed and burst into flemes off
Miami. This "spearhead" money was recslled efter new AM currency arrived,

The Allied Finencial Agency hos hade possible emergency peyments to meedy
U. 8, and British naticnals in Ttaly,

The financial crises in ITtaly were quickly eliminated after the landings
and the restoration of bookkeeping eystems, Bank deposite in liberated Italy
increased 60 per cemt or 12 billion lire in six months from September, 194%
to April, 1944 and are growing ot the rate of 3 billion lire a month now.
Beginning in June, 19Uk there was a net Inflow elsc into postal savings ece
counta,

Because of their separation from Rome, branches of Banca d'Ttalis had

_become 1ittle central banks, a great advantage to tha Allies,

: Prior to the Allied cccupation of Southern Itely, the short-term debt
of the Fascist government was coming due &nd wes not being renmewed. In July,
1943, the net outflow of epproximetely 1 billion lire was noted--this being
the: amount the government had to pay in excees of funds received from the snle

of treasury bills,

With Allied occupation, the trend was reversed and in the yesr ended

 June 30, 19k, the goverrment had net veceipte of 2,5 billion lire, In August,

Raome noted a 2 billion lire increase in net receipta.

The Ttalian goverrment 4e now preparing ite firet lesue of long-term bonds
end the goverrment is preparing to reducc the interest rate (5 per cenmt) by %
per cent steps, AFA has denied finenciel facilities and access to safe deposit
boxes to enemy govermments, agents, Fascist individuals and orgenizetions and
perecns located in enomy-occuplod territery,

AFA discovered three huge financial corporations in Rome--IRI (Industrial
Holding Company); Istcambi (Foreign Exchonge Control); and IMI (Industrial
Finonce), IRI owns the three biggest covmercial banks in the country and the
largest part of the key heavy and armement industrice of Italy,

Other edvonces mode by APA comprise recommendations for the reformation

of the Italian taxation system, Current sescssment procedurcs are slow and

mm_.'n_m-utq. Yol ; §
~ (over) '
X-35314
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Here is an abridf .'eummary of state revenus colle _lons for 27 uberu{ad

Italian provinces, in millions of lire: Percent of s
Total 11 Total 11 . 19437k
monthe to months to to
Source May 31, 1943 May 31, -1oLh 1 L3
Direct taxes 1;,087.0 1,183.4 109
Indirect taxes 1,193.7 1,052.0 g1
Manufacturing taxee 271.1 167.5 62 \
Lotteries 154 , 53.5 36 .
Sub-Total 2,6bb.3 2,458.5 g2
Monopolies l,?gf.ﬂ 1,1gg.ﬁ . T0
Customs 2, .E = . 28
Total ,0593. ? Dolest 80

In considering new sources of revenue, it wae decided to increase by 100
per cent the retail price of tobacco (a state monopoly),’ granting also a small in-
crease in price to growers of tobacco leaf. Increazsed reteil prices for salt wars
also granted. ' Lotiery drewvings, an Italian institution, were revived in libaracc.
areas. :

The deficit for all Italy for the year ended June 30, 194k was 180 billicn
lire. :

The excoas of disbursements over income waé over 200 billion lire for the
year or approximately Ei-timaa the government deficit for the preceding fiscal
year. The floating debt rose from 170 billion lire on June 30, 1943 to 350
billion 1lire on June 30, 194L.

AFA sponsored the creation of a buiget for the Italian govermment and for
areas under AMZ. Commercial insurance is to be revived and etrsngthened end all
flnancial and other m3ans to bring about the "defascistization" of Italy are to be
gponsored.,

INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

Industriel and coumerciel problems in liberated Italy are oncrmous.- Major
problems in industrial rehabillitation include the folloving: war domeges,

communications, raw materials and supplies, dispersion of labor, and peychological.

The destruction of hydro-electric installations, upon which 90 per cent of
Ttalian industry and & large part of her communications depend, has bean
tremendous. Demolitisns varied from scientific to the sheerly wanton. The Nazis
sabotaged ident’c2l parts in a number of similar machinse to prevent
"eannibalization"by the Allies. Examples of wanton damage are numerous--typical
case being that of the destruction of 300 looms at Ponte Felcino. Tha Nazis have
#lsc booby-trapped non-military machinery. gt »

Officers comprising the Industry Sub-Commission have made reports on ell
important plants in cement, fertillzer, iron and steel, chemical, textile and
industrial gases industries in libardted Italy.

The hemp imdustry, important to Itely and to Allied fampa, presented some
typical problems. Practically no factories were working beceuses of short pover
supply and lack of raw materisl. Labor wages in the industry were shocking.
There was no-means of getting labor to factories and no possibllitles of night
work because of -curfew and fear of women to go out &t night. There was lask of
sufficlent fopd to'do & full day's work and to welk Beveral miles to and from
the factory; lack of essential supplies, coal, oll, soap, lubricants, and
industrial gasce.

(more ) B3
X-35314
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Aﬂb met protlems .. rtlu han;: iuduutr:.r by draving on. uapplies from military
and' naval stores. A production incemtive bonus helped to raipe weges. No hemp
vas 8old to factories, but factories were kept supplied wit.h rav material which
wvas strictly n:comtm:l for.

. Currently, factories are mrking to capscity of cne ghift a du:r, but
difficulties of replacement of worn parte are arisin;, despite the arrivel of
spare perts from England ae & result of requisitions made in anticipation of this

. :nnbinau‘nc:r. Tranapnmtiun of rav and finished products is difficult.

There are -::nl:r tw mejor textile producing write in hitherto 1i‘neram It.alar,
nemely, the Manifatture Cotoniere Meridionali, Naples, and the C,I.S,A. Viecosa,
Rome. The latter hes only been libderated recently. ACC's problems concerning
textiles and clothing are great and will be intensified when the major producing
ereas of the north cre liberated.

Leather and footwear deficiencies conatituta unguestionably the gmwat
problem in essential consumers goods. The situation was aggraveted by factors
due to the war; wholesale elaughtering and requisitions by the enemy both of
cattle and hides;. the collapse of legal. captrol, end black market activities;
looting of transmission telting, and :Lm:e.l ahnrtra{_.a o:t‘ tarnin, (as most producers
are located in northern Italy). ;

ACC 18 repairing discarded army shoee at the rate of 5,000 pairs per week,
and these are being sold u.t. a nominal price to high priority civilians.

Work possibilities for 10 fgrtﬂizar plante in liberated Itely have teen
surveyed and full requisitions for phoephate rock, nitric scid or sodium nitrate, .
pyritea and paper sacks have been eu‘bnitt.ad. "

In addition to these malor mduutriaa of liverated Italy, ACC has taken steps
to rehabllitate and directly control various minor industries whose 'pmduct.iun

is essential to the national uconw Th:asa 1nc1uﬁa.

1. Paper production.: ik
2. BSoap manufacture for ﬂll Enhtrnl and Meridional Italy.
3. Sulphuric acid,

k. Production of edible olive oil, and the usé of ite
" derivatives,

5. Aseistance to the smed forces in the production of industrial
casesn,

6. leather trenemission belting, amd, 3
7. Sewing thresd and similer manufacturee. wd

There is & probable future productién potential in Italy of 60 per cent of
pre-war chpacity within one year after the bessatiom of hostilities. .To achieve
this cbjective, 1t ls assumed that adequate pover and raw materiale will be
available, and in making this prediction, account has been taken of the use of
ell probable locel resources, whether by way of: mutnntiun » abacfption or
cannibalization. . b 1

ACC's studies of Ttalian industry have made #oui‘hle thie conclusien about
the national economy lmd.nr Fasciem: :

MFasciem was not cmtin, 1t was nmtinll: elaborative: vlt.huut hope of
completion, 1t besan gprandiose echemes, covering up the lack of rezlity with
political camouflage, employing meny, paying little, doing lees.

"The induetrial consequences were inevitable--dishonesty, evasions, bribtery
and corruption, bureaucrecy run mad until it became en inte;ral part of the
national economy. (over) X-35314
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"And this tender ias found, even after defasciat ition, to parniat in tha

form of individual se..ishness, mis-statements with an ulterior motiva,.and fla- .

grant aversion to discipline. This attitude must be taken into account; though 1t
may be amelicrated, it. w!.ll not entirely be rooted out in a gundmtinn g

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHERIES 4

The basic economic policy of the Alltes ia tn revive economic life end stimu-
late produ-:tian in order to reduce to a ‘minimum the needs of - Italy :rm: 'thn Allies
and to da*rnloi: It-nl; as a source of supply for rurt.her opnrptimm

The quutf.un as to 'uh.ﬂ. is best for Italian !Er;cult.m from a long-tm "

policy viewpoint is not a :trqna factor under var conditions when shipments N

civilian supplies must bé .juinfind in detail in t.a:m of dﬂulupinﬁ m.-r-
sufficiency in food and livestock, ' [I'v Ay

An established policy is that emergency rahn‘biliﬂtm m;urah m;r be, undar-
tak;::&anlr if they will lighten thn raliaru-inqmrt- burden during the murgant:r
p‘r - i

The over-all eriterion of uuamtialitar in emergency ;‘aha‘hilhntinn ia that of
eaving shipping space and conserving ﬂnmtinl Allied supplies, * If the m];ort of
‘& 'few-tone of parts of drainage or irrigation machinery would result in the pro-
duction of large quantities pf essential foodse- that would gthervise ‘have to be im-
ported during 1945, there is reamon for a specific request am:mp-aniaﬁ ‘by a 'Hall-
_,connidurud"natammt of Justification. .

The Allied Cﬂmiuuion is using 1936 data in planning fnf' the 19!al|,-3-'15 program.
. There was an abnormal increase in the Lﬁlllm wheat. area after 1935 inapired by =&
-desire Tor self-sufficiency. There are grave shortagee of fertilizer which can
cause & reduction ¢f 3 million quintals of wheat 'if nitrogenous Tertilizer is
absent; a reduction of 5 million quintdls if phesphates are aldo absent, .-

Basic farm machinery is urgently needed becsuse of the almoét complete stop-
rege of purchases in recent years and because of the aptiguity of much - -existing
equipment. Prior 01935, Italians purchased 600 tractors annually from the Uniter
States; 350 from Germany. Local manufecturers made 350 per year, Spare parts
for agricultural mplamunt-n ars badly needed also. WLama s g :

Forestry

Timberland in It-n],v 18 scarce, totnlling m:u.laf 5 8 millicm hectares. Despite
this lhnﬂ-uga ‘thére has been much over-cutting du.'ring t.ha wir:, It is neceseary to
re-establish the forst crops, wood-using dinduptries,’ the éﬁarml industry, saw-
mille and woodemen's esupplies. - ik

Fisheries
Sardinia and, Sicily ‘hl:vo Just ended their best season. in fira Feoara, Next
' year Bicily alone should pack 30,000 ceses of tuna and 20 per “cent of the catch
'%ill be avallable as fresh fish. The. utr:r needs supplies .in nearly every
% ecategory of Tishermen's equipment. - Needed aleo are standardized marketing pro-
- rcedures md t.ha proper f.‘l,nnnb’ing mr rd-hamcn and of nnrkuu. vy

Mining
Many minee have been Hltdrud to uptrlﬂm under ndniniit-rntinn of the Allied

Commigsion's subsection charged with that reeponsibility. Mining ip' "Italy hit an
all time low in November of 1943 when employment had been reduced by &bout a third,
and many mines had eund operation altogether.

. Mining supplies hu;o ‘béeen requested to restore tacilities and to operate
mines, and delivenies are being received, The force of 12 Allied experts,
operating for the ACC, hae inepected 131 mines and put many back in operation.

(more)
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As & result of theur activity, mines in Italy, Sic.ay and Sardinia now em-
phoy 22,000 men, Typically, coal rroduction in the Sardinian mines increased
from 7,500 toms -in November, 1943, to 45,250 tons in January, 1944, and now
stands at 35,000 tone monthly, where it was frozen on military orders because of
lack of transport facilities, Fused sulfur production in Sicily increased
from zero tonnage in November, 1943, to 2,200 tone 1in July, 194k, and thus pro-
vides employment for 1,800 persons, :

Mining in Italy formerly (1938) employed about 38,000 persons, but in
November, 1943, jobs hed Palleh to a little more than 26,000, The peaks were
obtained through Italy's drive for eelf-gufficiency under the Fescists, and were
accomplished by means of pegged prices and various government subsidies, At one
time, for instence, lead wes pegged by the Ttalian government at twice the value
of the seme material in London markets,

It is estimated that continued restoration of mines, plus rehabilitatien
of transportation, will permit an employment of about 28,000 persons during 1945,
end permit good preduction for the naticn's econdny and for Allied needs., How-
ever, Italy normally produces only ebout one fiftieth of the oil, a tenth of the
coal, and a gquerter of the iron ore which she requires,

FUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES

Electricity, Hydroelectric power, to which Italy's entirs domeetic and in-
dustrial economy is geered, is being restored as rapidly as poseible to the ex-
tent necessary for militery usage end essentiasl civilian econcmy,

A big prégram for rehabilitetion end repair of generating plants and switch-
ing stations destroyed by tombs end by German demolition, is under way in Central
Italy, ‘

Sardinia escaped slmost unscathed, In Siclly, the enemy had small time for
sabotage, so quickly were the Germans driven out, Nevertheless, transmission
lines were geverely demaged. Repairs extended over & reriod of nine to ten
months, end péwer for essential civilian activity and military usage was provided,
Restoration of one mejor trensmission line wes accomplished by recovering and
salvaging almost the whole of the overhead trolley wires of the city of Messina,

The Germans' deetruction of hydroelectric Tnatallations was deliberate and’
thorough where the enemy had time to work, Complete restoration of the destroyed
plamte=and lines will require years, estimatea of engineers say, snd carmot be
undertaken until efter the war, Mesnwhile, even minor repairs are hampered by
lack of transportation, and by the militery exigenciea of supply,

In Southern Italy, the enemy was hurried and gajor installations escaped
with slight demage, Transmission lines suffered greater destruction, but were
restored within a few months,

Waterworks, gasworks, Bewers, ete, Demege to waterworks was severe almost
averywhere, Gesworks were destroyed in such cities as Naples, Catenia and
Meseipa, Damage to sewer systems was legs importent, since few of the cities .
were dgpendent on pumping systems for cperation, Waterworks: have been restored
in most cities, sxcept some of those south of Rome where they were completely.
wrecked, and in Rome iteelf, whers the damage was severs, and is still under-
going repairs, Gasworks are hampered chiefly in their operation now by the fact
that coal to memufecture the fuel must come from the United Kingdem, and shipping
and transportation,within the country remain at o premium, Naples and Palermo
have partial supplies of gas, and Rome's system began to operate in Sephember,,

(over)
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_ Conditions in Ttaly for working men, as revised and eet im, by copperation
between the Itallan povernment and the Allled Control Commiseion, sre suwmmarized
in the fgl_lmng ‘statement of accomplishments as of September, 194k:"

| 1. Fasciet control over labor, and Fascist labor syndicates, have been
abolished, and -the rights of the workers to organize, hold meetings and select
Yepresentatives of their own chaceing for collective barmaining have been
esteblished, - R SR

2. 'All depited heve been settlefl by arbitration or conciliation, without
the use of military or other compulsion, and without one serious strike.

%73, Collestdive labor contracts and lebor and vace lavs and regulations, which
- vere ﬂhﬂil‘lr_rignmmd end viglated, have beon ra'uata‘blinhpﬂ'mﬂ enforced. .

‘4, Roplonal and provinciel offices heve teen set up to provide en employ-
ment service and tc serve as field offices for the central Ministry of Industry,
Commerce and Lator in hendling relations, assembling statlsetics and performing
_other neceasary aéministrative functione. e ok T ks

5. TFascist officinls, srammting Ttaly's eocial security agencies, have been
replaced; the offices themselves, their function &nd procedures ruformed end
coprdineted with the lator offices. The system is nov reestatlished, and the
Italian govermment has appointed & commttes to prepare a reform.

6. Inflationary prices, resulting from the disrupted economy of the nation,
have teen curbed as effect’vely"as possiple in view. of the intense commodity
shorteges, and wajges were incressed to en averege of 50 per cent im an effort to
valance the Working man's budget. After that single increuse, a "hold the line”
policy has been enforced. Supplementary rations of food for heavy workerd Vere
provided. (See sectich onm Food.) - il P i
. The Italicn Ministry of Industry, Commerce end Labor vaé finally stabilized
after the capture of Rome, transferred to that city emJuly 15, 194k, and a
Directorate of Labor eststlished with responsibility for orgenizing and developing
& labor program. The reforms, instituted by the Allled Control Commission end
the Italian Government, Operate at present on the tasis of military orders in
Commiseiop territory, and by agreement in Italian controlled territory.
I._;r_ug;n_:.l.g.tinfx is being prepared for enactment.

A General Confederation of Italian Labor hae been organized in Rome by three
political parties who previously had formed unions and confederaticne: "The
Communist, Socialist, and Dempcratic-Christisn. Some few new and independent
unions vere formed. In other casue, the members of ‘the dissolved syndicates
elected mew leaders, changed the name of the organizatfon and nov function as
representative of the workers! rights. Another leading labor confederation is
desifnated ae the Party For Action, and thie group, togethér with all others,
hae been invited by the three organizing parties to' j&in ‘thé General
Confeder=ticn of Italian labori - - - i o ' i

. Supplemental food supplies for 1,700,000 children and 300,000 mothers will
be supplied 1y the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitetion Administration
operations in Italy, Hertert H. Lehman, Director General of UNRRA, announces.

“~Gpurgeon M. Keeny, chief of the UNRRA miseion to administer this limited rellef
program in Italy, already has left ;or that country.

(aain) X-35314
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Relief for Italy will come under a $50,000,000 allocation voted unanimously
by the UNRRA Council at its Montresl meeting in September. Help is limited to
three types of assistance for Itallane: (1) the care of, and welfare services for
children and nureing end expectant mothers; (2) the provieion of medical and
sanitary aid and supplies; and (3) the care and return to their homes of persons

./ dieplaced by the war.

UNRRA's plans, Mr. Lehman suld, are subject to modification as & result of
further study on the scene. The maximum aize of the mission was placed at 5
rrofeselonal and 20 to 30 clerical workers, he stated, adding that the It-'g.linn
government and Jtalian organizations will take the responsibility of distributing
aid and supplies.

Mothers and children who are suffering from more serious cnses of under-
nourishment and malnutrition will be those aided, and plana ecall for distribution
to them of approximately 750 calories a day, over ond sbove their basic rations.,

The budgets for displaced United Nations nationals and for epidemic control
would be over and above the $50,000,000 allscatien.

UNHRA aesistance in medical end panitery aid and supplies will coneist of the
dispateh of medical personnel whose primary function will be the rendering of
adviee in the restoration of the Italian Public Health Services;, and the
furnishing of up to $9,000,000 worth of medical and sanitary supplies,
particularly of commodities not now Included in the militery supply program,
over & periocd of & year. Medical supplies now are being imported into Ttaly,
for eiviliens, at a rate of approximately $1,000,000 a month. The UNRRA COTl=
tribution would supplement this. f

End of AINANCE RELEASE: For FRIDAY AFTERNOON Papere, October 27, 194k,

i
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LA THE WHITE HOUSE
‘ WASHINGTON

November 1, 1944.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

You asked me, when Judge Felix Forte,
Superior Court of Massachusetts,had his conference
with you, to look up the case of Ubaldo Guidi-
Butrini and see if he could be released under the
sponsorship of some responsible person like the
Judge himself.

Mr. DuBois, Enemy Alien Control Unit in
Justice, states as follows:

"Ibaldo Guidi-Butrini is one of about
10 Ttaliane still interned. These 10 were
pro-Fascist lecders here before the war. Guldi-
Butrini was the worst of the lot, being a
"Mussolini fire-eater'. All these men were
leaders on the wrong side and it is felt that
perheps we should not be too speedy in letting
them out -- especially considering what effect
it might have on the Italian community here.
The Attorney General has once reconsidered
their cases and was not willing to parole any
of the group.”

In view of the nature of this report I shall
do nothing further unless you think I should follow it
through with the Attorney General.

I

E.M.W.
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PEPAEIT:MENT " INCOMING DIVISION OF
. COMMUNICATIONS
STATE TELEGRAM ANB BECARDS |
AMT 748 | Vatican City Mo 3/FEV
This telegram I:mqt be "'I‘
closely paraphrased be=- Dated November 3, 1944

fore being communicated , ;
to anyonek. E& Reo'd 5:23 pems ?))J—/

Secretary of State, ] . it /Czj‘/:

Washington.

MOST URGENT

363, November 3, 6 Pefie,

FOR PRESIDENT {)HLY :

Department'sa 57, Hmrmb:r 11,

Following 15 text 4n translation of secret message
received by me ror ol todn:r rron Mayor of Romg, Prince
Filippo Doriapamphili, dat;d_ November 3:

"To His Exull:n'ﬁg Fruni:l;ti:' Delano Roosevelt, .
Pr:aid:nt of the Unit:!:d Statea ag‘ America. ;

On the mniﬂraary {Hnﬂmhl::' 4, 1918) of the
victory of our dmo:-luii:s unit-u: againat two fgudalistic
and militaristic: tmph-u rmmhqring that Rome annr:rr:d
its honorary citizenship l.rp-nﬂ H‘lsi“ Fondrou Wilsen, 7

shem you 101:11 and nd.h:i:‘!d alf ‘ﬂ:’jliﬂ and M:rprtting 1-‘*_

tht thought ' u: the Ettrnnl un-.; “and of all of Itnl:r I :i
hertby confer ‘also upon ynu ;.n i’bluth ‘nh: hanararrj'
y ¢itizzn=h1p
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‘=2~ #363, November 3, 6 p.m., from Vatican City.

¢citizenship of Rdﬁg as our iupréét mark of respect and
henon. ! :
: The American people will azﬁan this exceptional
decision the proef of our gratifudt for the fact that
'you have always made the most profound distinction
between the eriminals who threw us into war and the
Italian people who, :u:ﬁ wheEn ahﬁcklsd, not only remained
at h:aré always o faithﬁul friend of the great nations
attagked by Fﬁacian but boycotted the war with every
means at their dispecaal. Siéngd FPilippe Doriapamphili,
Mayor of Rome." :
Will you pltaue ncknowl:dge rEcEipt by oabl: to
mE embodying your nfficinl messag€e of acceptance for
delivery to Mayor of Rop: in order that above mEssage
and your reply can bE mnd: public in Rome nnd the United
States not later than pundny'ﬂnvemhtr 5 ar Monday November
6, noon Romt timz?: I am assured that pending your reply
with your official aaﬁiptanct this matter will be held in
strict secrccy hire. My cable addreas is AMVAT Rome.

TAYLOR
JT
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ISION OF
MUNICATICONS
TELEGRA :
M D RECORDS
EEK-282 Rome
This telegram must be
closely paraphrased be- Dated Deecember 14, 1944
fore being communicated =
to anyon:. Rec'd 6;25 p.m.

Seeretery of State,

washington.

967, December 14, 3 p.m.

Chief Commissioner of ALC has reported to AFHe
the following discussions and views with respect to
the bresd rationing program for Itely in the light
of CCS telegrem FLN 465 (see my 928, December 9, 10 p.m.
and previous).

One. At a meeting to consider Italy's oversll food
situstion called by Stone upon recelpt of the above
cited telegram end sttended by the LC Vice Presidents,
the Russisn and French officers of 4LC end representative
G-5 4AFH4, 1t was unenimous decision that the recom-
mendaticns mede since Mey of this year thet the basls
for feeding the Italisn populstion be & bread retion
of 300 grems cennoct be receded from by «C, as that
ration constitutes the minimum for preventing disease
and unrest end was recommended as such by the Presldent
to the wer Depertment. In Italy the President's

recommendation 1s louked upon 88 & promises

T™Wo. Thiﬂ

State Dept. Lattar, 1.11.73



=2-#967, DeceEmber 14, 3 p.m. from Rome .

Two. This position was warmly supported at the
meeting by the French representative who, supperted
by his Russian colleague, urged the taking of every
meEasure to increase shipping and suggested the use of
neutral and even Italisn war ships for transporting
the food required., The persons ettending the meeting
felt that resentment sgeinst the Allles cennot possibly
be avoilded when, as will inevitebly happen, the
Italian Government end people learn of the difference
in treatment sccorded them in comperison with that ‘
provided for in cther countries, such as espproximately
400 grams in Greece for 85% of the populatlion; 350
grams in France, which may be lnereesed to four
hundred; and approximately 300 grems in the remsinder
of Northwestern Europe. '

Three. The urgent necessity wes also stressed by
Stone's advisors thet parity be established throughout
Presently - liberated Italy, as serious effects in Rome
and AMG territory are resulting from the disparity
now existing. The esteblishment in Centrsl Italy of
a 300 grem ration is, to repeat, looked upon &s a
promise made by the 4llied Netions and certoin to be
carried out by tﬁsm, The meeting was in egreement that

to prnéram






-4-#967, December 14, 3 p.m. from Rome.

Six.. This quantity of food is lnadequate and &
normal individual cennot be supperted by 1it. It is
well known to the public that a minimum of 300 groms
deily per person 1s being distributed in southern
Italy, end recent demonstrations demsnding e 1like
minimum have occurred in the Fifth Army eres where
unréat is being creoted by under nourlshment. &
washington despateh of December 3 has been widely quoted
in the Italian press to the effect that lnstructions
had been given by President Roosevelt thet et lesst
300 grems of breed deily per person be recelved by
the Italiens throughcut liberated Italy. Information
is received that militarily sericus unrest pasrticulerly
as the westher becomes incressingly colder 1s 1likely
t; be ceused by the continued fellure to provide
sufficient food. The grave shortage of transportation
ngBtly sggrevates the whole situaticn. End Fifth
Army views.

E[ understand thet e finel recommendastion will be
sent from AFH4 on the question of the bread ration
in Italy end in view of the necessity for the establlsh-
ment of 8 300 gram retion on the basis of parity

throughout
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. g PALAZZO DEL VIMINALE - ROMA

DLFARIMENT (0 S)Ale
SIUELY KL

Decembar 21 1944
UEFLGE OF THE SELETARY

0913

Dear Secretury Stettindua,

In apite of the unanimous wish of my foruer cullougﬁaa
iu the Cubinet I have wost reluctanctly declined the ofter
of the eubassy to the United States. The reasons are stated
in a letter I have addresged to Prime linistar Bonomi; of
which a ocopy is joined.

.’#’ _ I do not need to assure you that 1o other appointment
mighvehave been more sgretble to me; in declining it I have
been moved only by my devotion and my gratitude to your coun-
"try. I oy even'say that it was iupossible for me to ofier

& stronger proof of theae feslings of mine towurds o country

*

to me is the very ecbodiment of loyalty zud generosity.

%

1 %
Jahich

cay I oask you to subiit to the ‘resident the§letter
with wy deepest persunal and political wisiMfor him and his
worlk,

Believe ne, dear Secratury Stettinius

o ol
Q>
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THE WHITE HOUSE f‘-(l( > 4
b,

WASHINGTON

December 26, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. HARRY L. HOPKINS

TO READ AND RETURN FOR
MY FILES.



Jn%éfr Cdin  p ity

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 22, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

cubject: Italian Supply Question

You will be interested in the enclosed telegram
from Kirk transmitting indications of ecivilian dis-
satisfaction with the supply problem in areas neap

the Italian front. i

: oAl
=7 /éfcjfitsL L _,f’ﬂfﬁ

/

Enclosure:
Copy of telegram
Y &

no. 1001 from Rome,
December 18, 1944.

DECLASSIFIED
Bhate Dept. Letter, 1.11-72
o e oo FEB 10 157
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DEPARTMENT I DIVISION OF
/:-' NCOMING COMMUNICATIONS

STATE TELEGRAM AND RECORDS
VS
RP=-1231 Rome
This telegram must be ;
closely paraphrased be= Dated December 18, 1944
fore being communicated )
to anyone, (SEE— Rec!d 431l peme

8coretary of State

Washington

US URGENT ! v
1001, December 18, 6 pene

Stone has received a report from General
Hume of Fifth Army AMG that signs hnys appeared
today in Florence reading "Roosevelt, where is
that bread you promised us? Did you mean what
you sald? We are hungry = WPEH do W eat? "

See my 967, December 14, 3 p.m., and my
978, December 15, 5 peme first paragraphs.

KIRK
WTD
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r DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 28, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Deteriorating Fconomic Situation in Italy

I am becoming increasingly alarmed about the plight of
Italiane in liberated Italy during the next several months.
I have seen Marshal Alexander's very sobering telegram of
December 21 (NAF 830) containing a final urgent request for
a decision on the bread ration for the Italian people. I
asked Admiral Leahy yesterday to send you a copy of NAF 830
if you had not already seen it. -

Reports from Myron Taylor and Alexander Kirk during

the past several weeks and months have reflected the increas-
ing gravity of the food situation particularly north of the
Garigliano River. It is generally conceded that a ration of
at least three hundred grams per day of bread and "pasta" is
required to maintain the populace on any kind of a standard
approaching normal subsistence. Thus far the Allied authori-
ties have not been able to achieve this ration north of the
Garigliano.

To implement your instructions of October 31 to the War
Department to increase the bread ration to three hundred grams
throughout all of liberated Italy I am informed that the Com-
bined Civil Affairs Committee (CCS) is working on a directive
to Marshal Alexander. I believe there is considerable re-
luctance on the British side to concur in a directive to
Alexander to use food reserves for north Italy to relieve
the present acute situation in liberated Italy. There is
of course complete unanimity on the American side in ite
desire to carry out the spirit and letter of your request
of October 31.

DECLABSIFIED This
State Dept. Latter, 11172

By J. Schauble Date__EED 10 1972



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

-

This difficult problem cen be solved eventually only
by an increase in the shipping allocation to the Mediter-
ranean theater. I hope that this situation will be kept
under constant review for the purpose of increasing the
Mediterranean shipping allocation at the expense of any
less urgent demands, other than operational, on world

shipping.
b

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Latter, 1-11.72

72
By J. Schauble Daik,ED 1019



/ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 30, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY:

Will you be good enough to
1et me see proposed reply to NAF 8307

F.D.R.



S

I':F-L.vrszy fecdirn
L

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

‘I.i i.l December 23, 1544

LHEWORARDUL FOR
The Presldent:

The attached note from the State Depart-
ment (!r, Bohlen), together with NAT 830 ra-
ferred to therein, iz forwaerded for your
information,

muu:rm
By Dumtr Archivigs of the U.3
By ¥. g Gte
. wArt o F B 0
ats FEB 10 1972

F=Ne
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BECRETANY OF BTATE
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

1G4
, 1pa4

MEMORANDIM FOR ADMIRAL LEARY

Anbassador Kirk has telegraphed from Rome urging that the
text of Marshal Alexander's most recent telegram to AGWAR for
Combined Chiefs of Staff on the bread ration in Italy be placed
before the President, The reference to this telegram is NAF 830,
This is & military m-pnm“hnntm-nmﬂ. If the
Fresident has not already seen this message perhaps you could
send him a copy by the next pouch.

Clut. 2844,

Rifiig




WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE |

Sagmm— Ty :
URGENT o374

From: Allied Foroe Headquarters, Caserta, Italy

To: War Dgpdrtment
CG United Kingdom Base Section, London, England

Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces,
Main, Versailles, France

Nr: FX 72384 NAF 830 21 December 1944

FX T7238% to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and

to Central District, United Kingdom Base Section, London
for British Chiefs of Staff rptd SHAEF for information signed

Alexander cite FHCOS. This is NAF 830. e ——

1. This 13 an earnest and urgent request to you for
a firm statement of the pollcy of our two Governments on the
provision of bread for the populatlion of Italy, Sicily and

dardinia, together witha request that atagg may be taken to
provide means to implement that policy. is request has the

complete support of my economlec and political advisers.

2. The past policy of the Combined Chiefs of Staff
is understood to have been to ellot sutficient imports to
provide a basic ration of 200 grams of flour or 250 grams of
bread. From the earliest days of our responsibility in Italy
a ration of 300 grams of bread has been recognized as desir-
able if disease and unrest are to be avolded. Such a ration
is far below the standard obtaining in France and Greece.

It is lower than that in northwest Hurope as a whole.

The matter is therefore not one of preferential treat-

Franklin . Roosevelt Kbrary
DECLASRIFITD
CM-IN-20991 (22 Dec 4i) JCS 29-7/ ll.’( |
SBORINSate- FEB 10 1972
8ignatures

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

gaaccazoe

URGENT
Page -2-

From: Allled Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
Nr: FX 72384 HAF 830 21 December 1944

ment for Italy. It is the primary and fundamental means

of preventing unrest and disease and so of providing the
conditions in Italy necessary for the continuence of military
operations.

3. As you have been advised it has been our con -
stant endeavor to reach the target figure of 300 grams by
making full use of the local resources of Italy. We have
proved that there 1s always a discrepancy between what 1t
1s theoretically possible to amass for controlled distrib-
uti~n and what is in fact agassed and avallable for this

purbose.

This is no new problem and is always most acute in
easant-populated countries with weak local administration.
e can not hope within measurable time to correct it. It is

therefore unprofitable to discuss further tlLe use of grain
which for controlled distribution in support of & ration
scheme 12 non-existent. Nor 1s it more useful to pass the
responsibllity to the Italian Government for a problem which
they can not solve.

4. Hitherto we have been able to establish a ration
of 300 grams south of the Garigliano. It has not been
poesible to do so north of this line where a 200-gram bread

DECLASSIFIED
By Authority ur_\ic_j_ai_-jf
CM-IN-20991 (22 Dec 44)

o pyFEB 1 0 1978ate @

Copy No. 32
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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URGENT

Page -3~

From: Allied Force Headquarters, Crserta, Itely-
Nr: FX 7239 NAF 830 21 December 1544

ration obtains. Here the combinstion of under-nourishment

and winter and operational conditicns 1is cauuin% great
distress and resentment which have already let to disorders.

My Apmy commanders have agaln made forcible rep-
resentations to me on the matter. The necegsity for preventing
mi%itarily serious disorders 1n and near the combat line is
patent.

5. There is no doubt that the Itallan people regard
the statements made by the President and the Prime Minis er
as constituting a pledge which will not be broken and in
this connection I wish to quote the following statements on
which they base their hopes:

A. "The first objective in improving the lot
of the Italian people is to furnish relief from hunger and
sickness and famine." (Joint statement by the President
and Prime Minister, 26th September 194%).

B. "Steps are being taken to increase the

bread ration in those arcas in Italy where food supplies
are below the standard necessary to maintein full health
and efficiency." (The President on 29th October 1944).

DECLASSIFTED lc_ﬁ_;i'-zf

nority of
GH-H-EDHI (22 Dec h#} By Anatho

q72
R araas g, bave FEB101
32
CopY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

s,
URGENT

Page -4~

From: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
Nr: FX 72384 HAF 830 21 December 1944

= C. "Under any circumstances I have determined
to assume the responsibility for asking General Wilson to
increase the ration to 300 grams throughout all of Italy
that our forces océupy. Furthermore, I wish that you would
ask the War Shipping Administration to send additional trucks
in whatever number 1s required to graqlﬂ minimum transport
system to %at the food to the people.’ zThe President's
letter to the War Department dated 3lst October 1944).

6. The amount of wheat being shipped to thiv country
is not sufficient to implement these promises. Moreover, of
late weeks, the cuts which have been imposed make it im-
possible for me to plan consistently for any uniform ration.
It will be superfluous for me to emphasize the administrative

and political cgéaotinna to an unstable ration scale for
such a basic foodstuff as bread.

It has, for example, been brought to my notice that
some 77,000 tons anlg are expected to arrive in this country
January as agailnst previously planned and advised ship-

ments of 95,000 tons of wheat equivalent. It 1is impossible
tec plan the feeding of the population of 25,000,000 people,
( end later 45,000,000) with a plan which from past exper-

ience has shown may be upset from week to week.

I would also draw your attention to the fnut that

EIIL‘.L’.F'EIF'TF"I'.'
. BY Authorit . y_‘;iii &E /
CM-IN-20991 (22 Dec 44) e -

D s . iy
Date e 7 ._._:_?
Copy No. =22

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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From: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
Nr: FX 72384 NAF 830 21 December 1944

whatever difficulties confront us now, they may be counted
as small compared with those which we march to meet in the

densely populated areas of north Italy.

T- To assure a ration of 300 grams of bread in all
Italy, S1cily and Sardinis, we estimate that it will be
necessary for you to ship so as to arrive in Italf dur
the perliod January through June 1945, a total of 1,021,000
tons of wheat.

The manner in which shipments should be phased and
an estimate of the shipping involved are being submitted to

you separately in my LAC 911.

8. A careful examination has been made to see
whether we can offer some reduction in shipp allotted
for operatlonal maintenance. As regards United States
t es there have been as you know, considerable reductions
alre + Authorized stock levels have been reduced but

additional commitments have arisen and any further cut in
imports will cause reductions below authorized stock levels.
As regards British tonnages, cuts have also recently
been imposed. A back-log has already accumulated. /uthor-
ized stock levels have been reduced but even the reduced

LECLAREIFTED
By Authority of_, &2&2- b4
CM-IN-20991 (22 Dac 44)

— ET—:§2{L___59tmﬁfﬁill;g_??z

1
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From: Allied Force Headquarters, Csserta, Italy
Nr: FX 72384 NAF B30 21 December 1944

levels ara not being meintsined in certains items. The
effect of further reductions in British tonnages would be
to pre judice fira:l{ malntenance of stock levels, partic-
ularly of supplies rations) and Secondly, current opera-
tional demands for items such as bridging vehicles etc.

To summarize United States snd British poaitions
We will continue to serutinize our demands most carefully
Lo ensure that we ask only for what 1is absolutely necessary.
If you can find 1t impossible when You make your menthly
4llocations of shipping “o meet the request put forward herein
for additlionsl wheat without some contribution from or defer-
went of operationsl malntenance, we will undertake to make
the necessary contribution at the @xpense of military re-
guirementa operationally possible to do so. We can only
do this period by period after recelving from you the firm
llocaticm for military imports during the period involved.

9. I am aware in general terms of the shipping
sltuation and alive to the effect of conflicting claims of
many operations in many theaters of war. It is my duty,
how:ver, to point out to you in terms which allov of no
mirunderstanding that I cannot administer those parta of
Italy under my contrcl in accordance with the policies guoted
above and which are known to the Italians unless I am regu-
larly provided with he means to do so. The alternative is

DECLASSIFIED - _
By Autiority © 'M‘/

SBerwer By _g__nm_ﬂiﬂ_l-wz

32
CopY No.
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From: Allled Force Headquartera, Ceserta, Italy
Np: FX 72384 NAF 830 21 December 1944

en Italy embittered by unfulfilled promises by hunger and
distress. This, I believe, would be & grave handicap to
cur immediate wer effort and & lamentable example to other
natlions of the justice of Allied dealing.

End
ACTION: cC/s DECLASSIFTED i
INFORMATION: Adm Leahy 7 vt Rodue
CG_AAF s el
Gen Bissell L: ;{L_ ! EB 103977
CAD s
Adm King
Log
CM-IN-20991 (22 Dec 44) 02252 bjm
i
32
CopY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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DEFARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
January 5, 1945

MENORANDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Letter from Count Sforza.

You will be interested in the attached
letter which I have just received from Count
Sforza and in the copy of his letter to
Premier Bonomi explaining his reasons for
withdrewing es Italian Ambassador to the
United States.

Enclosure:

From Count_Sforza,
December 21, 1944,



(TRANSLATION)

Rome, December 20, 1944

Dear Bonomi:

Because of your insistence and that of my friend,
de Gasperi, my first impulse was to accept the mission
to the United States because the moving recollection of
the three years that I spent there in the service of
Italian liberty gave me the certainty that I could be
useful to our country.

But I should be very sorry if, upon my arrival, I
should become, against my will, the cause of new di:ic.un-
sions, Sure as I am of the absolute clarity of my
political and moral line of action, I want not only to
be but to appear to all what I have been ever since the
time when it cost me dear to be so: the exponent of a
fruitful accord between Italy and the two great English-
speaking democracies, an accord which is necessary to
the latter also, if it is desired to establish tomorrow
not a second armistice but a true peace.,

It is solely for this reason that, with deep
gratitude, I must now decline your offer,

Affectionately yours,
(3) SFORZA



Roma, 20 dicembre 1544

Carc Bonowmi,

Grato per le insistenze tue e deli'amico de Gaaperi, 11
Lio priro impulso fu di dccettare la .issione agli Stati Uniti
perchc il cormosso ricordo d2i tre anni che vi Lo passato al
servizlo dslla libertd itulians mi dava certezza di poter es-
ser utile alls nostrae patria,

+& 1 splacerelbe tropro de col mio ~rrive divenisei, mio
malgrado, causa 41 nuove discusaioni. Sicurc coue 80no della
Pil assoluta coerenzs delle rig lin:e politice e uorale, io
voglio non =zolo essers wa Spparirs & tuttl cid che fui fin da
quando costive earc di @sserlo: - usseriore di ugs feconda in-
tasa fra 1'Italis e le due grandl duncerazie di lingua inzlese,
intesa chis é necessaria =Lghe 2d esae se& si vuol dogon? cresras
Lol un gecondo ariistizio wa la vers pace,’

<! @olo pa: oid ohe con Profonuo rineraseicento d:bbo per
ore deelinore 1o vootra offerta,

Tue aff.no

SIDOR2A
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

January 6, 1945

Memorandum for Miss Audrey Turner:
Subject: Asinari Correspondence.

I return to you herewith the Asinari
correspondence which you were kind enough
to let us have on December 20 together
with a copy of Mr. Dunn's reply to
Ambassador Kirk. We have taken the liberty
of making coples for our files of the
Asinari correspondence.

I very much appreciate your coopera-
tion in this.
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ROMA
Via ViNcENZO BELLINI, 14
TeEL. B&EIBS

Rome 15th of July 1944

President,

in my own name and in the name of my family,which
is related to You by family ties,allow me to thank You
and your valorous army because,together with the victo=
ry of Rome,You have given back to Italy the joy if its
liberty; (my own name has appeared in an official repu=
blican fascist list amongst those condemned to death),

Mr.Fresident,now that the Stars and Stripes are
flying over Rome,my brothers,who have survived the war,
and I are ready for the work of reconstruction,eager to
co-operate heartily and effectively,

Mr.President,in this hour of rejolcing,which is als
S0 a grave hour for us,allow us to ask that Your ZExcels=
lency extend your good-will towards us by recommending
us to those fimancial- industrial orgenisations that
will be established in Italy,so that zome use may be
made of our abilities,which my brothers and I offer in
& spirit of zealous,lasting and loyal collaboration.

If 1t would be useful,I beg to inform You that,
after long yearg of residence in Africa,we are tho=
roughly acquainzed with that part of the world from
the point of view of its markets, products,ways of li=
ving ete,During my stay in Ethiopia,I met with american
commissions in these regions in 1929-1932-10%3,

The colleboration of my family could be useful
#lso in the fiela of politics,and we are ready to be
at your disposal for politic action.

Mr.Pregident,we ave confident that our desircs
will be duly appreciated .by making use of me and ny



brothers in the future,
I beg You to receive,lr Fresident, for yoursel
and your family,our respectful greatings and thanks

Fa

Fl
W ﬁ?//ﬂ'* b%;?' i
A
- ) -
Roberto Asinari di San larzano
Via Vincenzo Bellini 14 - Tel.865186
Homa

.!J‘S.
iy own faemily is composed of:

- my wife(now deceased)@lsa Salom(Sant'Angelo 3887-
ralazzo Spinelli,Venezia) and my daughter Gabriella,

-my brothers:Alessandro,father of five sons,mutilated
during. the war 1915-18,actually a prisoner in Kenya.

- Carlo,father of one son,also mutilated during the
other war,formely prisoner in Kenya.,

-my cousins:Ciorgio and Filippo Antonio,nephew of

Elisabeth Forbes, sister of Paul,who married Dora

Delano,etec.
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ROMA
Via ViNceENZo BELLINI, 14
Tei. Bosina

Rome, 4 of September 1944
Mr.Presgident,

following up the letter which T hai the honour to
write to Your Excellency,in the mounth of ausnst, and
which was forwarded to you through the his» mediation:
of H,R,H, the Prince of Fiemont ;true té"ggn*{m;:f; of

sympathy and devotion which binds nme te you and your

¥

family in the bonds of relati onghip and true to my spi=

rit of cooperatior towards your nation,already nmanifes
sted in ny first letter,I take the liberty to ask your
high patronage in order to see realiged my following
Plan which not cnly will allow Tinancial and industrial
relations between Italy and the Unites States to be ex=
Ploited in a better way,but will alzo help to dind the
peoples of our two Nations ever more closely by material

-and moral ties.

I beg to call your attention,lir.Tregident, to the
fact that it would be opportune that a single,reliable
industrial organisation ghould unite and have control
over the various services of transportation,existing for
the benefit of the public in lraly,anc now belonging to
private companies;and this unification should be worked
out according to a new plan, studied by an expert in thig
line;a plan which would improve teclinical and administra=
tive efficiency.

Here 1s in question a complex system of services,
the principal characteristics of which are cleary and
fully stated in the bold and detailed clever plan refes=
red to above.I shall hold this plan at the disposal of
those organigation which may be appointed by you,ilr I're=
sident,and which as T thin: will be¢ gladPuake use of oy
Proposal and put 1t into rractice in this way securing



to the invested capital not onlvy a good
algo abgolute priority in the further 4
thie new organis: '!'_*'GEJ‘:-:,“ in 1 propex
sportation and in the allied industrial
fields.
Trom the -gynthetic table of the s
o, ' . . AT . . = -
both “of which arx : t} .-rc’_h.;_.lfuu
r.tregldent,to grasp how clever indeed
19 = R Y iz
lan really is,and how ugeful and adva
be to vut 1t into effect
T haso . =4 A arm+ -~
i beg,lx,rreglident, to accept my s
T F o s ded e Y T - A
and my g 1gs for yourself and yo

e .

|
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BOMA
Via Vincenso Bellini, 14
Tel. BGB186

Rome 15th of July 1944

Fresident,

Iln my own name and in the name of my family, which is related %o
Tou by family tles, allow me to thank You and your wvalorous army because,
together with the victory of Home, You have given back to Italy the joy
if its liverty; (my own neme has appeared im anm official republicam
faseist 11st amongst those condemmed to death).

Mr. President, now that the Stars and Stripes are flylng over Home,
my brothers, who have survived the war, and I are ready for the work of
reconstruction, sager to cooperrte heartily and effectively.

Mr. Presidemt, im this hour of rejolcing, which is alsoc a grave hour
for us, allow us to msk that Your Excellemcy extend your good-will towards
us by recommending us to those fimancial = industrial organizatioms that will
be estabdblished im Italy, so that someuse may be made of cur abilities, which
my brothers and I offer in a spirit of gealous, lasting and lpysl cellaboration.

If 1t would be useful, I beg to imform You that, after lomg years of
residence in Africa, we are thoroughly acquainted with that part of the
world from the point of fiev of its markets, products, ways of living ete.
During my stay im Ethiopia, I met with American commissions in these reglons
in 1929-1932-1923.

The collaboration of my family could be useful also in the fleld of
politics, and we are ready to be at your disposal for politic actien.

Mr, President, we are confident that our desires vill be duly apprec-
inted by making use of me and my brothers in the future.

1 deg You to receive, Mr. President, for yourself and your family,
our respectful greetings snd thanks.

8/ Hoberto 41 San Marsane
mutilated during The War 1915-18.

Roberto Asinari 44 Sen Marszanmo
Via Vincenso Bellimi 14 - Tel, 885186

Roma
'-‘-
My own family is compo oft
- my vife (now _.8‘ Tlsa Salom (Sant'Angele 3887-Palasro S-imelld,

Veneria) and my daughter Oadriellas.
= brothers: Alessandre, father of five soms _.i1)1ated during the war



1916-18, actually a prisoner in Kenya.
= Carlo, father of one son, also mutilated dmring the other waT]
formerly priscner ia Kenys.

= ny cousinsi Olorglo snd Filippo Antonio, mephew of Tlisabeth Forbes,
slster of Paul, who married Dora Delano, eto.



ROMA: -
Via Vincenzo Bellini, 14
 Tél. BESLBS

Home, 4 of September 1944

Kr. Presideat,

following up the letter which I had the homour to write to Your
Excellency, in the mounth of Augnst, snd whioch was forwarded to you through
the high mediation of H.R.H. the of Plemont; true to my sentimants
of sympathy and devotion which bimds me to you and your family in the domds
of relationship and true to my spirit of cooperation towards your natiom,
already manifested in my first letter, I take the liderty to ask your
bhigh patromage in order to see realised my folleving plan which mot enly
will alleow financlial dnd industrial relations between Italy and the United
States to be exploited 1n & better way, but will also help to bind the
peoples of our two Nations ever more closely by material and moral ties.

I beg to oall your attention, Mr. Presideat, to the fact that 1t would
be opportune that a siagle, reliable industrial organisation should mite
and have contrel over the various services of transportat existing for
the benefit of the public im Italy, and mow belonging to private companies;
and this unification should be worked out according to a new plan, studied
by an expert in this line; a plan which would improve technical and administra-
tive efficlency.

Here 1s in question a complex system of services, the princigh’
charaoteristiss of which are clearly and fully stated in the bold and detailed
glever plan referred to above., I shall hold this plan at the disposal of
those organisation vhich may be appointed by you, Mr. President, and whioch
as I thiak will be glad to make use of my proposal and put it inte practice,
in this way securing to the invested eapital mot only a good return but
alse absolute priority in the further developments of the mew organisationm,
both in the proper field of transportation and in the allied industrial
and esoconomic fields.

From the synthetic table of the summary data, both of vhich are here-
vith enclosed, you will be abdle, Mr, President, to grasp how clever indeed,
the preposed plan really is, and how useful and advantageous it would be
to put it into effect.

I beg, Mr. President, to acospt my simcere thanks and my gree tings
for yourself and your family,

s/ Roberto Asimari di Sam Marsane.






LaRs December 20, 1944.

NOTE FOR FILES:
At the request of Mr. Watson of the

State Devartment, the enclosures from Asinari

was sent to him to aid in taking care of this
through Ambassador Kirk.

Asudrey Turner



jﬁ(?/,z J“F"VV
"E.R.S.y J2s, 0.K.; F.D.R."

Carbon copy initialed and returned to Mr. Stettindus, 12/6/44

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 2, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR TEE PRESIDENT

Subject: Rosenblatt - Asineri Correspondence

I have considered Colonel Rosenblatt's letter
of September 13 to you and the enclosures from an
Italian (Asinari) requesting your assistance in
some commercial transportation venture in Italy,

I think the best thing to do in this case would be
to let me communicate with Kirk in Rome. We would
request Kirk to tell Asinari that the letters were
received but that of course it would be impossible
for you to support any individual commercial ven-

ture in Italy. If you wish this done, I shall be

very happy to take care of it for you.

I am returning the letters herewith.




Franklin D. Roogeve
<SESREE="  DEGLASSIFED
Rl DOD BIR. s200.5 (8/27/58)

ARMY AIR FORCE SERVICE COMMAND Date- jJ~ 2.2 =70
MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS

APO 528 ¢ Signature- ?fﬁ“

13 September, 1944.

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
White House,

'll.lhiﬂ‘m, Ds Cs

Dear Mr. President;

This past week I spent about two hours with Prince Umberto who
asked me to convey to you his kindest personal respects and best wishes.
My visit was completely unofficial and was not arranged through the
Embassy. We have a number of mutual friends and the discussion was
principally concerning them.

The Prince requested me to forward to you two letters which I
am inclosing herewith and to advise you in so forwarding them that
he had the highest regard for the writers of subject letters who are
well and favorably known to him.

This may be breaking the diplomatic channel, but since I have
never stood mach on cersmomy I thought the best thing to do was to
just send them along so that you could have one of your staff acknow-
ledge and otherwise attend to the contents of subjeot letters.

Under orders, I am on my way to the Far Bast and leave Naples
within the next day or sc. I send Mrs. Roosevelt and yourself my
own best wisheg and felicitations.

With very kindest personal regards and best wishes,

Sincerely,

Pe, s

80L A. ROSENBLATT.
Colonel, Alr Corps.
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QTS N INCOMING | | | ~DIVISION OF
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
IHS=511 FLAIN
Romo

Dated Jenuary 13, 1945

Roc'd 5:10 p.m,

Secretery of State

Waghington

102, Thirtecnthe 7 peM,

The Ministor for Foreign Affairs has requosted
that the following message from the Itallan Centrol
Committee of National Liberction be forwarded to the
President.

"The Central Committee of National Liberation of
Italy has the honor to inform you of the dosire which
it has expressed to tho Italien Government for a larger
participation of our country in the wor agoinst Iozi
oppression,

"The Italian peoplc welcome with heart-folt
g;atitudc the saerifice of blood of the glorious Allied
Armies and bows in admiration beforc the example of
heroism displayed by the soldiers of the United liations
on cvery wer front., In view of these grent sacrifices
the Italian people fecl that the heroic action of the
Patriots the admirable contribution of the Novy and the

) efforts of army end air force units con ond should be

rounded




-2-109, Thirteenth, 7 pem, from Rome
rounded out by a larger participaetion of soldiors on
the frent of liberatod Italy.

Interproting the sentiment and desirc of the
poople the Contral Committcec of Hut:l.an-nl Liberation
assures the heads of the United Nations thet in
anccordance with the renowed national conscicnce and
in contrast to the aims and methods which btrought about
the military end moral collapse of so large 2 part of
the Itelian Army Italy's war effort could be recinforced
through the creatlon of a strong national crmy capable
of entering the lines alongside the glorious Allied
Armies., This must be the wey by which Italy arises
again morally revindicoting its good name stained by
Fascist dishonor and satisfying its urge to contribute
more effectively towards regaining its nationcl
ind;pnnﬁancu and to the victory of liborty for the
people. Evwvery Italian citizon is swarc that the
surest deliverance will result from action: action
which linking in tho heroic war offort Italian
formations with thosc of the United Netions will briﬁg
about thq destruction of Hitlerite and Fascist savagery
and the triumph of democracy.

The Central Committce of Nantional Liberetion trusts
that the great heads of the Unitod Nations will not

uiuﬁ






PSFr3% fredn .,

EEPAI;;MENT INCOMING DIVISION OF
CENTRAL SERVICES
STATE TELEGRAM TELEGRAPH SECTION
MES=1383 " PLAIN
\| Rome

Dated March 2, 1945
Ree'dy 4120 pame
Secretary of State,

Washington,

584, Second, 6 pem,

Today's press gives great prominence to full summary
of President's address, Headlines generally emphasize
organization for peace with American collaboration and
in a number of papers despatches are carried under
headings such as "The End of American Isclation'.

In its leading editorial IL POPOLO refers particularly
to Presldent's statements on American cooperation for
peace, demilitarization of Germany and Japan and world
cooperation without spheres of influence or alliances,
Calling the President "the most farsighted statesman :
of our time" it says "the serenc words of the President
of the United States, inspired by the high moral dignity
and by understanding of the rights of all, constitute
the best guarantee of an international justice, as well
as ##% for a peact founded on tﬁ: sound and just .
prineiples of the Atlantic Charter, on the ccnecept of the
dignity of man, on the guarantee of tolerance and of
freedom of worship",

ITALIA



-2« #584, Second, 6 p.ms, from Rome

ITALIA NOUVA also pralses &ddress and while eExpress-
ing reservations regarding Polish settlement, says that
address meets exigencies of present world situation and
gives grounds for reasonable optimlsm regarding future
peace and prosperity of the world., Pointing to Presldent's
remarks on Americen collaboration in peace, ITALIA NUOVA
soys it is impossible to foresee full consequences of this
new American policy but that it will certainly prove
invaluable to Europe and the rest of the world,

KIRK

MRM
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