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THE UNDER SECRnARY OF STA/E 

WAS HINGTON 

July :n, 1933. 

Dear Uies LeHand: 

I have read the enclosed letter 

from Ambassador Long and am ret urning it 

to you, in accordance with your request. 

""(':cyours~( <. f c ·t· 
(t{ ' "-~ 

U1ae Marguerite LeHand, 

The Wh1to House. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

TH& SECRrTARY OF STATCt 



t , 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

!lo:1u, italy 
July 7 , 1-1:·.a. 

there 14 ono .neJtiOtt ll)f;)rtt 1n t ho ~ll~ls or l tal~' toJa.; ti ... : . .n an.;: <'thLr 

qael t lon aJ tar &J lt3 ~~~ltur: au, thY!il t• !\:n:le3 art cor.ct)~od. , ~.I th t 

ll Albania ~nl ltl .>Ollc; to•.ar~ U...t ar-~11 cc .ntr;· . 

" . 

Uus:J011n1 ' a pul"JO.IJ} 'i!ln nt th lurulb~ crttcc, t ll.w l tO 110 ou t he su'b~lCt 

i n Alb.lnla .:u. t .. t : .. ~:: -oJ vtJ-:-;1 ac 

I tlly ru . 

1 tho.~n lt :Siff!ciu:tt l: 1 .. 1t-t 11t !n tt:lec;r,-;, t.Lu '"\opcrt:x. t, · t.!ch 

J .11.1. 1 Y.J ·a JT1r.!.:JU.J. :0 ;.OCU!VU a J"vf'll:• t O t . !l Uf!.ar" tJ& It .A.:~J '70:J C! 

th~t ci•or:~ctor 3th>:lu:. be son t b;' Jill buODi.I.JU •f tho u .• >un:.u. . I 1··ss t.lao 

'""nll• 1 ~o .... t as... ... ~ to m<.v •n !.1 J •" at tl.e tal::, r 1n • 1c: 1 t t..o 



---
The PreJ!dtnl ,luly 7 , l~/3 , 

o! view anl ~lie; In Alb~nla o.4 h•• !Kll 

which Italy a t tactw. t o Albanl!l . 

pro,~pur i>Olnt oC v i""• llll.l 1 &.:. ru.vJu ~,_,_ a .. • 1 tJon st t.J.iv~ an" •Jll eon" 

on • luap..a tol.i a s JOOH .J p0<£J'l.blo wnion .. ·111 uat o.a tho t>•holu t ulnl; una 

display I tal;· ' J lntvr-tH In Alb&niu . 

nat u l '.lnJtn"Jt!tncl ~ nur lnatrtotl<Hta . \ hioh f!'11Utt n:· 

in ~Uticin; s re:cO'l..-::...nJ.:nion to .thu ..,tc t t.J nepu ·tc£tnt "t t iJu ll(l .u t i. 1l 1 sont 

t .oc: ...t. .Jp.:ltO l botl~ Al08!11 • 1 Ul J. .C!. ·' a ruco xmta!J n , b ;t tn orJ.t:r 

th t :•ou na; unler1t~u,r.l t HO ,it1atl nu o t the oorliuJt mo•'A.tnt 1 tUI(• tili!l 

opport J.ai t: to ,tve ~o t the Jnt~Grtaht fuctm . 

I n 1Q26 Itnl;1 onteroll Into u troa ty ••lth Al bania b; vtrtub <! 1hlcl• 

.11bante pr~Jt!oall:· ba:. ~t:'n 

snJ Jrcotoa 'boC'l':ltJ • tort ot 'lroteetor.lltO ot l tal;· . Hn IJr tllu torrnJ o! the 

{in iln4 t l40 :ovornr~nt or A.~oba.u.1b. t o aenJ. h• r ar·~ into tutt oountr: to 

an1 to Jl">.:~v1Je 1tJ !J.r ;:.;y • .,..uu ruu t.10 r 1•J \ to u~ curtain hllrborJ t)n thu 

Allr1at1c . ~"or t nt .. Jtlll prlvllttt.-.:l lt .. l:f e;t&runt8t:S .J:U~.At ' aitlg ot tht~ ln.J.tj t.;n .... t.ce 

of \lbanl.J. tl:lJ "Wo&l to ;%i4CV ' o hur cvrt oin ct"'u.t•·i\J:J t lOnJ 1u "~.JnCJy . ':'here 

1•eru var io 111 o t.~1er pr ov1 J1on• . 

Ot co 1r 1e 1 t .raJ ob 'tt~ t• 1 to a1 a oo1 nt o: rol1 c. ' b! ,""Jt_.'"O:slavta. an ... 

.tht :s j oJnu b,.. th• o th• r numuur ..1 o r t hu l.ittlo "'n terte Md bJ• ~·ranee 

In tr: ln.; to uuer 1 ne : .~ tan uu•e• or ltal;• n1 u .• c~oul t•l . ':!r na . 
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'l.'ile -"resil.len t ~rul .. ' 1 . 1~..:J . 

The•e ol!plo~~rJt!o ~·t!vitluJ tooK t hu fon:t or o~!tlo1" o: Itnl;· "'" conloono t ion 

ot cert.:;in of ner ll tivi t1uB noel cou .... olt.nco!J to the H1n tnt. t ~oo \/£..3 be inu 

bat.ll. tro.;...toJ 'lrll '.ill thr l .JOrt of t!dHt . l t ' '01 ~coJ. nolt c:' on tl.v pk.tt 

or t 'UJ Li tt lo ~ntante om~ •>n th(' po.r t ot ·"·l ... ~03 l3Vitl . Itol:r !li"O\!o.bl~ l ntuncJ.otl 

t o JJe Al bani !l !"or a ::li l lt\r:r b:a:~o in opcr' tiona t n cou· ~,..:or uino t 

,'u:!Qslavl. . ~hc.t tlHH t 'l t lH. nrit'i 11Bl !"'1r >oau :lt~oma t o u.t~i t t no 

r ODJOnablu tlOfb t. ::tllt!lr;: r.>&.l3 r•urt; b•dlt to tLo i'l"r.J~rJvr • tort:; •:·vr~,; 

b;.t1 lt . ~ht-1 \lbuntnn orrl;' · 'lJ trJ i.;1" ont t:"!l 1 otfictu•o ~:u t llt ttvli··n 

1ntluence •ar ::e1to tlll' c~ mtr; . 

Sl n'"t~ t ... t tl ..- 1 t 11!l:l llt.0:1oJ <:' .. 'tur !.noxpeclicnt or too f!X)tmoi 'lo:J cr 

1n11r ac t ic.Jl s 'l 0lO liOJ . I t .a~· bb thut I taly f lt th..-.t t hu con t 1nu1n.t.... 

!.lilltsr.: t'"Ll"OJt on th\:· :lOrltht;trn bortar :>f ,,.,l,L03lavia \ o.u n irritutit)n to 

lrtmcu . 1\t sn~· ratu , I tal;r h l no--· ch.,_~~·t:tJ. •• t-Jl' ~.o;.;:!.c~ ttl tt 1 r;.,~ o:·tunt n.l 

'l'i ra.;arJ.J t hu ~llit or:· · Jhb haJ ruli n·.J l JHOd lw:r CIJ:tt:rol D't1·r \l1t. hr•'{' 

Of ;..lb9nio. ; h•JJ '"!thJ.rawn h~:- O" ... U tl"OOp:l 'tl!l •iO"'t Ol" l1tr offict~rs . Kin.... wOt_• 

h.sJ b~erl un t :J;;on13tic to I t al,j' an4 :lhs plu~·e\l un 011 •0'3!n · !m.1c:•, -u .... lt &l~' 

ho.s ror t .. ·o Jllnrl d.uolitttJtl to :-:l.'l.<c tho n<.lrtotu.r; · ph:-nvtttJ ··~.icL. t;1ts arr·.r. ·~­

;:ll.1t cun ta . .J}lat&·.l . 

), t Hur n.JV!.ll polio.• Of\JH!u·t· a . ,.,o l t ul .. Al1J11:1.iU. 1 :.: 1 10h 1n t b.u :>U~l~1on 

of un;; i ·~~o rt tln t oountr!f on thu Caribbean iJ t o 0:1:- po i C! vis . u v1:1 . 

Pano.Na . '1.m l t.fl11on3 t ho1:uvlve:~ J'10arc •j"' .. ut.sniu 9 bu(l•l! .:1loj l'l:- t o 

Panama i n o:r 0\ n ror l\1 . ":'ttttj at. t Joil t,ru t ic., r tonou t~ tl.t: nt.cc.:u1 1.~· or 

nav111l tla~el . T;tu ::S tr.Ji t s of Ot:rtanto ur tt nnl; .tort!J uiluJ -ide . Al bania 

is on tho easturn Ji ,J.e . A..tequnto ho rboa·o nru t hr•rti . 
7h~.·rt. ~tro no harb('lra 



• 

..,.. PresHent 

on the l t ullan otJo . I f D ? r onch tltlot tlho·.zll If'l!J3 thv .• n · ,J tl ~f Otranto t 

Venice und 'rrl eatt:l and tho \-;~hotu or t ho l. ,lri u.t! e , or},, noulJ be at thoi r 

mer cy. Con toquentl: r ! tal, 1nJ1Uts a1,un ho .J.if'L tilt~ har bo.-a on tho ooeat of 

Alb&nta t o use t ilo:r& tor •iefanJ1vo p •r_,oaua a •ninJt t1rance . !3ha s troJ~e.J tho 

t.lef'ensi ve n.9 turo of J,er 1 n ton ti ona . ~··n1l thO' could ba n()t hi n~: but Uatun.;t ve: . 

Ther e i s no t the1·o thu !)OJ.!l!bilit:r of an oftonJive ooveMvn t o:o just 011~1 

na tion b•11 Albonis . 

:Juasolini GtJnt to .ril 'b.!inin Jil iui hit'lBOlf to moi<.u the tree t:' • l't.i has 

since had s. t Albania. Ill UinlJter Jor~, \VhO 13 praot icnll:· tht: uwler-:Jtud~. 
or AloisJ 8111 11 i.J col lea~ ue at the r:enc va Conference . 

I tel19n eyeJ t joi nv.i t or cttJ '' ith t.hJ lJi'liJ ttns ·f t hu Lit t le 2ntonto onl MJ th 

lrsnco--or in the Itollun eye at luaat uu.op t uu. t itu atlJ:tU d i pl0!1:JtiC )(llic~ · 

ant.i. criticised. Ultt ltali ana Es.ml thv ltallru, pol i cy , l1t;; t;O.ve evi uvr.co ot a 

poHc:; ot the Un1 tud .Jtatea i n o p.>Oai tlon to l t a l;r i u ht;r .tnrt:l 11 .,o.ic~ and 

i u t:: no JAt t or of to:-nat ahe conaitler s to b., a nttcer:uar:r unvul defonoe . 

Either l h~ vu wron~:l :; oona tr md your in3 t ruct1 0 il3 tJr t J.o l£rpD.l"t .ent 

ot .;~: s te ill llt ill conUnui.t~ t o lo nk upon Albuui a o~ o aepw·.,. te A.tl1,.1, 

inU.epenUent ttl lt.,"UOn ana.t i n posuoasion ot all ita sovore~1t_;n rit_;htil and. o-.·ors , 

.... hen 'IJ 8 oattt. r 0 1" t ac t 1 t haJ. lurreuderuJ. s oaoe o f t hdl1 to ! tal :' · 

1 thi nk th~ t ro era ent!rul. ,11lst1flu•• in pluyinu the ua.ne t•!u Itnl;• 

in Albs.n!a .:t.) far aJ nor navnl po lio .. i i ooucarneJ onJ. 80S u:lin ... o po:J it ion In 

Albania \'hiCH W'lul l bo colorl ttsa . -Titur& 1J uo nuouaJ1 t,Y or o.n· bao.t1rtt t!' 

1 t a l y t hero , bu.t J d.O not Jua t h<.. nuott!l:li t:· uf O!JpOJinc 1\al:' ~ht:ru . 

Partiotlnrl : 1 :1 th t JO ·.hon onv U!>proo1ato3 t ,1fl inportnnoe ' 'ilich ltul:' 
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The ll~uiden t 

:.itU"'.t-.1 to l.or Jpuclal po,jtuon ln !Iu~ ll~~lv comtr:· · 

1 reitera t e th• t 1 ·lO nl)t .,an t to n....i.tCd 111 iJJ!ht ot U1u •ttvr , b u t 1 

J.o \':tnt t o present tl&tt l t • li fm 1)0,1\lctol Jl t uut tou to yo:u- tJ,u~1l t , 1.1 

soon .~J I c n -rra.,. u ~ t , u ..teJ~tch t 111 '"" b"''t Tb4.1-'' to 11r Jtr.t the 

wn.t)le plc t tr t; t o tntl 1o~)Qrt •bn t , b11.t -t~.en 1t iJ pruJUll t u\1. to UaG ,.,c:'l:.r t MO.t I 

hop• tho rr.a tt or ''1111 tt coruiler \11 lu t.t1e ?Oint ut viu·· u! J tv l lun :)o 10!' mJ. 

nt11 t r • \:l~": 1,olnt co.' '11t"" of •• n d1J111n • .ellc;.• uu t.! p t 1t 1 ... 1 be .Jtttn~ u.at 

ltAl. ' s n'lval e~Jn t rl)l c: uvt s.toru 1f .n.bruu loa ve:r; .t.!vral ~:h~::llbut ln 

main t alnins t •• u Jvl'lJtl ot HtC~rl t:- ln :-:~ropu . io'or wit'l ltbly uuprivu. of 

t .1e pos.Ji'b1Ut;• o! an v:11 baJv Hlliir he:r cr·n nvrvu ot:tntur tit 1<Jrt3t.. of oHCirlt~· 

Jn It•l:• C~'1n~t bel·= .S t !"On_. . ,.,u.., if tht.J .. cll\1' Of JuCll". t . 16 l t.-J.. J,j 

lu .dag, th~t-13 lJ ~1.Jt t n t ~.~..~t t lun.:..l .o..a.noJ.lca. \U tl1e .J.1:::::t.;,)..J \,. cu con be 

lil ttain~;~\l IJ~' :!HJa011n1 in 1-1iJ ot tor\J to ti!.Uinta1H ltllt.Cd 1'11 tl1u ~ ntinr;,nt at 

_ .r.; ... . I t !.J a 1:;.,.1 tHin;. ~ t it is J----,ortnnt , .......... 1 1., t~ t• t 1 HS\& 

no\ tr t.!e1 y01 W'ith t oo len "lvt ter in rll£11.\ti it to .t.ar •ttont lou • 

. 1! \ h t(ial l81JI r UlJUTJJ Qn .l btU \ '1Jh6J 1 

':'h• Pr .. uent 

':'hi ~1 t. HOUJO 

'a lhlu~ t on , :'> . c. 
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1::0~"0 OR l 0:1 . 0 A:! I , DAVl:l : l- 9 

I ' ' l nl· tho onolo110d vlll bo o~ 

roal l nwroet w you . Dreolc tone: le, or 

oouroo, o t one ot tho (.'00<1 lls wn1JIC poau. 

F. D. R. 

Letter to the Pree. !'rca ~"'ekenrl<r• tons , Ec~aoy at Rome , 1"'17, dated 7~17-33, re hl a convoreotlon with Arthu~endoraon or r.reat Erltaln qt the 
Dlaa~Ament Conference concerning tho eltuntlon In Italy, etc . 
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1.111 de or Chief o 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Rome, Ita}¥ 

'--

J\l.}¥ 17. 1933· -----

7- I '1 .,. 

Arthur Henderson ot ureat Britain of the Disarmament Confer ence waa 

here Saturday to t alk to the 1 tallan Jove rnment, and I had. a long tol:C •.vlth 

him. He had seen llUssol1ni tl'rioe , !Uld. he was <iefioite in his sta tement t hat 

lluaeolin i had told him tb!it he would go along wit h him on the modifications 

llhlch he is propoainJ: to the lJaoDo,ald. Pl8Jl and t hat he would clo everything 

he could to help get t he \.l orman into line . Henderson •ras very pl eMod 

over the si tuation which oxiots in Italy but somewhat di scoura~ed ~bout 

?raDc e, though he has hopes t h:;t Fr ance will agree. He has tr ie<l to 11e t 

• 
the irench to eay 8JlY one deiini te thing . ~'hey talk about ooc\trity abet 

::. 
the 11ecessi ty for a.curity &Jlcl the 11eeu tor armame11t and',~ t)lflt th ey vtill 

• t ~.~ ~. ~-:\ ' 
• J'" I ,J 

p;i ve the udnimum of d1sarmament for the minimum of secW'jtY . a~ct the uj&%1m= . . . ,). . ,. , ,. 
of disarmament ror t he maximum of security. ~ut ·one11 nskod. dir~c(ly to 

•' 
name the miniJ:rum of d isarmament t hey are evaa1ve and n on-conmi ttal. And 

tdlen requested to name the ma:dmum or disaramment they are not responsi•• • 

However, be thinks thnt hi s plan in modification of the UaoDonalcl Pla11 , 

and ""ich aubat\tutea o period of eight yenrs for t ho five of t he !JaoDonalcl. 

Plan <>Del -.bleb d1•ides t he eif'ht :rears into t•.•o of rour eaoh , c:an be worl<ed 

out so as to obt n1n the adherence ot lranoe. '•'he FreDell call the first 

or tho rour-year periods the trial period. i!e says he prefer s t o c "ll 1t 

the period ot 'ralllit l on , becauu then 1t does not ro!loot upoa <Hrmaay . 

llul"ing t he firs t 1'our yearo no actual aupa in diaar"""""nt would be toada 

but t ho prooees would bagin and the preparation• be unclartakell. During the 

aext tour yeora disarmament ~uld actually commence. 
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The 1'ru111en~ 

he hod aald to Sato that he had probably t>ade a ohtalte ADd oome to the 

wron~ Conferenoe thut this Conforenoe l'taa tor d1aarlliiU!1ent . 

He thlnkA th~t 1! you ADd ~gl&Dd gl•e the t 1nal puah t hut •Yance cna 

be made to agree. Per s onal ly 1 do not aee ho~ you can do aqythlag epec lal 

to 1nduoe Franoe, beoauae you probably would not oonalder a guarantee or 

any ld nd to go tO the aid Of France, Of couree t hat Is 1'1bat r'r&liC e 1o 

angling for, But abe ahould not expeot 1t and c ould not r easonably aol< tor 

It tor the very t ac t of disarmament Ia In Itself a guarantee, par ticular ly 

when H Is carried out tmdtr the urlct ouper•lslon ot an lnllrn:.tloaal 

authority. 

ReoJerson aald t hat he had hoard In London thu t l1or!D&n Davis cllgn t not 

c ou buc.c to E'.u-ope, but he aald t:-'-t It he 'lfUS t o oo:De back h e hope.! tnut 

he "ould come In l:!eptember rather t hrul I a Oc tober to t he cee t llllf ~ecause 

there "~' a l ot or preparatory worlt to be done . 

Rtoderaon i s quit e antagoalot1c to UacDoaald, and 1 uoderetood f r om 

his rt"'{)rlCn t hnt tho UaclloMld Plan was really Henderson •a plon 1Vh1ch Uao­

Donall ~ld stolen. or oourae the' are b itter political onemlea. 

1 abo sa" on ~aturcln,y Dr. ~ . v. SOOD8 of China. He ftt la tlu.t Japan 

hns tho ambit ion to abaorb the whole or Oh1na and the ~ltloe province• 

ot lluaaia and with her position aolidlfltd. there t lutt aile ~'i ll thea embark 

oa what h e ooaaidtra to be their datlal t e ambit loa to 4ominat e the wo~ld, 

~her a 1e no doubt about the tac t t uat t hat h the c1etln1te ooaoep lioa In 

the m1ad ot Soolllf • J ut ho h opea to have the world al l l go I tse lf agalnat 

Japan . He r eels th~t eom. J8¥ the r e at or t he worl d will bo rorcecl to tal<e 

an attitude to atop Japan aoc1 her aqreae l oo , He hopea I\ can b e done by 

d1plo~~at1c ,...,, and h e tru' ta tlwt llanohW'la wi ll be uacuattCl UDder 
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The Pl-uident J uly 17, l 'J33 . 

diplolllatio preas\ll'e 119 ~rus Jbw>tung, But toiling t hr•t , he l oolc.s to ae e 

the rut of t he \.Orld lined against Japu.~~ . no anid t ha t he h:1d been t<llicing 

to t he ~enah and to the ltal inno nnd to the ~ngl1oh . ~he french a ssured 

him t lult thoy ·..ould at the proper time tai<o t he ir stand, He told me 

definitely that J.lussolini had told him t hA t Italy would take i to stand, He 

s a i d thn t the 3r itish did not commit the~elvea and h~d called the Jnpaneoe 

t rouble "an .J.mer icll.D p1·ob l etau and sa i d. tht. t t.hey l oo l<e 1 to us to stop Jnpnn 

because .,. ' ad " l:1rge interest in the .Pacific . 

~·he London ... onfer enoe has been , us you "''O'.v, very UDpopular in al l the 

capitnls or .1:.\u'ope ancl a good r.sany cri ticisme have been leveled a~a.in st the 

4fCer1onn policy . Jiu t I t :.intt the sober renctlot• 1 ~ set Liug in o.nd thnt 

they see tho.t the on l y sensible t hi n,· for A.ltlel"1Cu to do i s just whnt ~tau 

ur o doi u~; . "' corroborat ive of tha t chung e in public opi" ion 1 t olked the 

other d. :t tO :.Cevfi l< Be:t, t he Uinister Of For eign Af fairs of l'url<ey on rois 

?my back from the Conference . He said that he t howrht thnt you wero entire ly 

rir.t~>t and fully J=til'ied tram nny point of vi11• and t ha t 1t would have been 

not onl y impract ical but un·doo for :tOu to interrupt tile pr oceoo or tr.e 

"exper1 .. nt," a• he express eU it , oo which you are engt1.g ed in Amer i ou und 

t hat you c o-~lcl not be oxpeote l t o :.lD.kt a conmit•••mt whicl. ·.vould lulve l oter­

f ere.d \Vi th 1 t . Present at the same tiue mu von Hnaaell, the Verm.aJ:J 

Al!lbasoador heu an<l several o t h era, ""<I I "'"" very gl ad to henr that 

eta tement defin itely mado in public by one Other than an Americun and by 

ono who had beon in London and to the repreot n totives o f government s har t 

Wh O haYI thtmse l 'IOS betn hostile t oward your poiat Of view, 

Th e ltaliana t hemaelvoa hnvo boon very mild and quiet as compared to 

the othera. 



Tht Prtsl<lt Dt 
July 17, l~b.> · 

I am g1Ga that Do4J luu (!Ot to Jer1411.n:f , llll<l I 'dllllclt r 1f 1t lfOulun ' t 

b t "tll •lllle tloe , l'litl• :row· perruaalun, t or he "'"' I to ceet In .,wl<ztrlQDcl 

qu1tt ly JO~ vher e over the ueetc-end. , not o.t Vt nrva a.n\1 not. :a 'I. Berne , but 

>t:f at L•uaanne or Vev ey or o cne ~uoh lnnoouou• rloct . I renlly thin~ it 

~uld help UJ each to a nore ooop•rat17t understandlnr . I wrote thHt to 

him ODd aoKeli hln to apenl<: t o ;.rou about It , bu t In hla unswor he l:lentloned 

t bt pT Oo.:>billt1/ Of our IOtttlDK but didn ' t IA1/ 11" he lolhl disCUIIt .! it wi t h 

you . 

I ""' sorry to wr l te :JO.>. o.t such length wtoin , l>ut I do reel t ru.t you 

tt!..u .... . 

\'lith evdry ;;ood 1vltll an d <d th oxpruaions of arteot lon.,te und r espectful 

rt~urd, 1 at:t, 

!noer•ly, 

The Pre oldt ut 

':':ht .• ll ... t t HOU:JI 

'.'laohlngt on , D. 0 . 
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1"b e Honorabl e 

the Seort\a~y ot ~ tate, 

'Wathlngton. 

S lr : 

In rea ponte t.o the Dcpartaen t. 'a 1natr\lot1o n •·h ~g 

or J ul.J U i , 1933 , l ha•e t.b a booor 1.0 enclou~ h erewith 

between Ru ueSa and Italy. 

• Pre-1!a r -

'nlt etatht1ce are lackinB 111 -. l a.rre extent on tht 

trade r elatione wh ich exitttd betwen th111 two e-ounttlee 

be.ton \ be ou tbrt&lc ot t h e wa.r 1a t0 14, durtar the war, 

and. tor \ b t period IUbt equent t o the war u p u•til UJ24. 

o011d l tiene be tween the year 1908, • req,ueate4 'b7 tbt 

»epartMnt. M d \be year ~024. 

Siaae 
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Gino• tbat eta.. atatlatloa h•• • ~ .. n kept &Dd trade 
ttl a Uona h a'ft had ••• f1U tn\1on on the p ar t ot tht polHioal 
avtllor1t1tt ot t h e two couDt ri t a od in dlt preaent atu4,. 
th111 ttaur ee are p r ·ettnted and •n anal,7ah or thea:o i a aublli tted. 

PriOt" to \be IOrlcl 'lar , trad• 'bt \ W.ta ltal,y tad &'Vaaia 
wa.a oa 1 pertect l 1 oahlral baaJa, there be toc no reoSprooal 
arranaeatnta for purcbaata or eelea, ted no ettort a ora.a1&t d 
bJ' Ult pollti ct~l authoritite of the reapt-c tha countri ee t o 
lne t iga te eith er pvrebaaee or tal t a o r to auppl01ent tbt rtt· 
pecU'ft needa of th e p eople of the two countrl ea ln Ule !"ora 
Of COIUI041tleo. 

~~rtnc the war tbtre . .. or covree a ctaaat 1on or all 
ord 1.oa.ry iuteroou r ae. 

Subaeq,uent to the •r, Rueeia in ita Bol abeTik tor-m •• 
not ~«llately r eeqoiaad b1 tJ'l7 of t,.,e Co•ern~ecte of the 
world. I taly end Ellfland wero the f if'lt of the 0oYerntten1.t 
or the world to .. k, arra~eaent a tor recotoltioo ot nuaa1a. 
aod. 1! tb e announc e• ent in tht Route ot Comone i 1 take-n •• 
tha date of Xncland. ' a reeocnltion then it auat ~e • one14ert4 
tbat Grea t Bri t1lia wu the n r et OoTema:e nt to reeoc-ni& e tha 
SoYiet au thorltiea; but 1~ tbt date ot the docua~ntt ac~ordtac 
rtC:OII)ition 1• cona ldtrt d ,. the b u1a ot recornitlon, th e n 
1 tal-y l a to be cont1dtrt d t h e t i nt country t.o b&l't recopiat d 
tbe pott• •az rq~e 1 n Jltuee1a . 

- Pol ltiool Rol ot lone -
Ro•tl'tr, ftO poll t l oa l treaty a l ate t.t .. e n the h'o Oo-.e ra-

me nta. The r e 11 aow propoa e4 a non·ara r••• lon t:retty and it 
1t uedereto od Olat i t i a a bout to be t.1pe4. lt •• ,.ClUMtH 

"1 
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by Ruae ia . Since ltaly waa tht tiret UOYt ra.ent or one of 

the firtt to r t cogaiat tb t 8oY1et OoYern .. nt of &ueaia, 

the aulhorltiea b tre ha-ye tt lt that ltal1 ahould aot lone 

delay ~. eiaaature or a eon·ac1rtea1o~ pact. la additloe 

to tbat t'ac\ , 1 t •••• to b t p art or tbt policy or Sis nor 

Mueaol1n1 to necoU a tt treatita and to c.r·eatt ai t vation t 

looktn, t~d the aaJnt tn~c• or peaee. 

- C~olea-

'l'hilt t here b aYe 'btt n no u jor poll Uoal ite\Hit 'be ­

tween th e two oountr i.e a, the •lito le t OoYtr·n&~~ent baa alwa.ya 

ru thleealy tuppreeaed. -nit'tataUon• o/ C~nita 1n I taly 

an~ f or a tl .. Coa.uoia t t wert aenteaced t o Jail in croupa 

or ten or twt n\.1 at a u... the So'f1Rt Aa'batt&dor in lCoat 

neYer prot ett t d t heae arr t t t l unlett he ••• in hie own mind 

aura that tht ltalian au tbor1t1e a had aadt a milt&ke and tn 

eucb eeee b t woul4 inttrYtnt in ~~alt of a Co..un1et •••n 
thouab the peraon uader chara• • waa an l ta11~ aubJect. Tbe 

4lUtlt ion ot propas&nda hal not arlee n itt I taly be-e~•• of 

the euppreaa ion ot Co~unit•· The au thoritiea in Ruae1a at 

one time atteaptt d t o ente r into an 1£fttstn t with l t &l7 t or 

a.o U-chaACt or political priacnva . Tbe to• i•t autborh.ha 

forwe:d a babit or arreat1n1 th e l talta.na h, Ruaaia on obaf'l•• 

or •eaplonare• •b•n•••r Comaun t a11 were arraeted in Ital¥· 

Conteqvently lh17 created polt t toal prteon ere Whoa tb17 

atte~~t e4 t o excbaaae tor the Co~nlete arreated to l ta17, 

aDd they a tteapted t o nesottate a treat1 Which would at•• 
t hea the ri&-bt t o exc.harw• ltal lua ar reetH ia Ru ae ta tor 

. n .. •• 
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all•ced political otrtnata and i n aehanc• t o r t h • Moure 
t ht tr·taeloa or co-uni au a rreatt d. by Ule Ital i a n a\IUJortt l tt . 

!ut the l tali&a Go•ernaaat refuted \hla au••••tion &ft4 aub­
•~ueat to tbt r•tvaal the arrtat in Ruaala or ltali&at oa 

\ht ch~•• or etpion&~• o•••••· Otrm&n1 and P oland did 
enter into ecrecaenu with \ht Soviet OoYarn&eat t or an ex-
cb••• o r political prta ona-ra and h ••• b Y a r eat d1 tf1eult1 

in their nerot1at1ona with Butala a DC! o•a r tba arraa t in 
Rueaia ot t h eir cit ilt na oha.rc:ad by t b a Ruaaian aut)ori tha 

with polit ica l ottaaeea • .Z•ary tiM tbe Ot r•n or J-ol iab 

OoYtrn.en tt arraat a Co..vnil t , t here Sa arraattd tn Ruaaia 
aoae Gtr .. n or ) oliah eaainaar wbo it pl aced i n priaon and 

who aur ·rera ther e unt il tha r orllalit ha or .xc:hanc e or prt-

Exoapt to r tbe di fticul ty wblob exie ted at t.be Uae of 

the or1&1naJ arreata o t Co__,nlat a i n Ital1' and the attuap ttd. 
rtpr iaa la 1& Ruaaia bef ore l t el.y clec~1ne4 t o mter in t o treaty 

relatiooa for the exc.h unge ot prlao nara , tbtrt ha•t b ean r ew , 
it aey , political r el at i on• betwee n the two Oo•ern•enta . 

• Tra4t Treat1ea -

Aa 1nd1catt4 eboYt, Ul e trade 1' e l at1ona b e t ween ltaly 

and Ruaa la before the war .. ra ot l1t t l t 1~o1't&Dat , ~~ 

expor t a t o Ru aala betnr or ... 11 • olu•• .nd eonaiat ift8 l arce11 
ot h ata and oli•• oil . Durtnr the wu tbtrt were prae t ioally 

no relationa . Rcnrt"f't r , a teet the "War \ht11' relattooa k-••• 
bet a oo • utrt .. l1 differen t baala aod \bt a:porta ot lt&l1 
ha•e c ona1ated l&rltlY of aaehintry. eutoe obtl .. and tlectrt ­
oal equtpaent. 

Jlr. 
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- Cont14ont1al -

•r~ Quaroni, of the I t alian 7oreico Oftict and aow in 

cbaqa of Rue a ian Affelire 1n tbe 7ortiln Otfioe, 1a our 

au\hority tor tbe cont'identi&l atat•tnt \hat t..lt•11ately 

attar tbt wr Ru eeian purchaeet in 1 taly wert f or oaab and 

Cbtir relatione were on a Ytry a,reeablt b aa i t . BoweYer, in 

19~ ( when Ruatia w&e rtoraanized and Wbtn tbt Treaty of 

oo .. aroa and •••igation ••• concluded ) . Ruteian purcbaaat 

btcan t o be ... , on credi t and that chance introduced a 

lttl ctaa irable f eat ure into the coacmercial relation• be t ween 

the two countriea. 

Sinoe the credit feature wu 1n t roduct4 into tbeir re­

l atione, the 8oT1et Ooyernllent b aa been much more difficult 

to d.t al with and in e.ery tranaaction ita ioapec t on in 

ltaly and i t t autboritiea at home aeise on the amalleat 

flaw in ord er to d.el.,Y proceedings.. Cooaequently nery trana­

aetion JWit b• execut ed *1 t.b great care in order to avoid 

ditt'iculUta and orders •u•t be oo•plt t ed wi t h the moat 

painata.king eaac t: itude to .ooord with tbe IJ.oee1t1cet1ona .. 

l t hae bHD al.aoat 1JII)oae1ble to &Yoid ditrieul tin in t h eae 

reepect• becaue e the SoY1tt Oo•e.r•ent dote not bur eontina-

allY the e.-. material. lirat it ~11 pl.o• ordera tor 

ar t icle• or one kind and .tter a abort while •111 begin 

giYing ~rdera tor tbe aaDVfaoture of other th 1QII· The aanu­

tac tvrera ot Italy haTe t ried to urw• t b e BoYitta t o ini t iate 

the p :rao t ice or pleoiac ordera t or apeeif'ic a atek' iala o•er a 

p e r locl of 1 .. r1, ltld \hUt M ctUrt \he btDtf'i\a Of lowr ,prioel, 

uoito~ .. terial 6ad 1~ro.e4 aetbode. Bu t t he SoYittl h aYI 
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taUad t o tollo• that polie.r aod ltldoa ,p•rcbaae t.bt ,..,. 

kind or 100d1 for a l onc u.... 'D1 Q' ala o b nt a c r eat 

adTunt -ce when plaoinr Ordt rt i n .. a uob .. t h t 8oY1tt 11 1 

aod090l Y purcbattr, dealt .. with • eap1tal1t t coun t ry eo 
lhat it oan M t il.,J' r e tort to aeUaodt r eael t iat 1a etroQC 

oollpttit1on bttwe•n the t tllert i n l tal .r, t·r aquntly to 

tbt dit adY&Ot .. t of t h t Italian ... u~ac tura r. (ED4 of 

c oatldcntl al ) . 

lta li aa buaiot tl .. a oeeaa1onall1 t'O \0 ltuaaia oa c_... 

aercia~ .. tttrt but .oat of the t ranaaottoat ar c co~ltted 
by d t&l1Q1 wi t h the looal reprettnta t1Ttt of the SoTitt 

OoYtr"D.Nnt in l t aJ..y Hoauet no tpeclaJ. a clY&.nt &ce reeult a troa 
ptrtonel Tit1t• to the Ruaaiao aarketa. Ru .. ia .. tnt aina 

in Italy a oo r pt of 1nap ector a w·ho are r egu lat-l y a t a\ione d 

at tneluttrial ceotera aueh N Milan, Genoa and Turir'l· Thes e 

inapeotora art c~oer•ll7 ~art ene ed ansineara, el co trio. 

aeebaoioal , aerine , eto . , dtpendtng upoo their trade aeetga-

aenta. 'fbey ba-. a aoaetbiq ot tbe atatua ot cotaeroial 

a t tach'• or t r ade c:o.aiatloae.ra a od a.re 1a direct con tac t 

wi t h their .. baoay Sn Home , e!ther the ai l1 \ery, DaYal or 
o ther att ach•• d apendtnr upon \he eature ot tbe work in which 

'-hll7 N'l ••ac•4 and tba Ma t1na t1oa ot \be aaterial on eon­
tr•ot . lo ..Sd1 t i on to their work u t napK t ora or aat er ial . 

tb i J tvao t 1oa •• Yalvebla int or .. r•• part icul arly on t acbn1 -
• • l -ttere. Ia tb1t C'ODil Mtleo i t ~ lte pertiae nt t o Dote 

that th e preeen t Ruaa1ao aa't'al attaolae lt .. the raak ot abir&l 

aa4 l a a ap ao1al1ae4 aatar ia l 1DI9totor wi th .. exttnt1•• t D­

C1ettr1 .. ~arh_ace . 

- Ruta i u 
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.. K\ltalu Co-t rcla l •eprtl tD\ &U Yt l .. 

The Rueat an purcht eiac .. t nt in ltal1 it not a oorpor e­
tioo Ot'fllAl&tcl under tbt 1 •• or l ta l-.r . aor do • it tvac t loa 
•• aueh or a an art1ttola l per eon aubJ t c t to tbt eorpora t l 'Yt 
or partntr ahi p l•• • ot J ' ely . Wbtn it t i re \ atarted t o 
ope rat e aa atte•pt ••• .. de by tbt local ¥aec1 t t reprtaeDt~ 

tl• • • to cavtt it to cantor• but in a lho rt wbilt ordt r t we r t 
app art at ly reoai'f td fro• th t c a nt r-.1. a utbo ri t i t a la Ito .. and. 

l t wet g erw1ttt 4 to 1\laoUo• • it 'b .. u aad at i t b M t inct 
con tinu ed, -.bl ah ta rath e r • • a eo-l t ttt ao t i~ ~.tnd tr a peol tt c 
1natruo t 1oa.t t roa tht cen tral SoYl t t au tbo r itie a ... power .. 'by 

t t to blad tb .. in con t rec t and aot lac • • a co .. tt ttt reprt t t n­
t l ns tht co-e.roial po'Wa r ot the SoYltt 9 t ett. 

!bl1 Co.-Jtttt or th t So•let tttte dote aot deal with 

the lteltan atate but aaktl eootraota wtlb 1nd1~1du al aanu­
r ac turera in ltal.y. However , 1t ooordina·taa wit h tbe Rueaian 
S.b .. 11 tn ao .. and reporta to it add. auppoeedl, , in eany 

inat anctl ia autded b, 1~. Tbl lt•lian Govtr·nment hal DO 
dealin&l with tht Committee ae eucb, nor dote it pa rticipate 
lD contract• wi th the ltuaataa OoYtrn.aent, but i t 11 oatural11 
inte raat ed an~ probably tnoo~raae• con t raote between i t e eub-
Jeot a and Ruaet a , or at l t aat . . .. or tboa e coat raote , for 
the reaaon that they uaia t tn 11.1pportt• and developt ac 

Italian war tnduat r i te, euoh aa torptdo t a, aunt and fire con­

trol tnatruaentt , airpla n t t, av'-artoe a aod ••• •e l l tu acept lltle 
or utt t or nr purpo••• · 

ln •oh or tbt cataror! .. Mot ioned t ltoYt the re are 
r1P,tt ptr1 ain iltrl t o tb t l t altu OoYtrnaea t •• to tbt plau, 

dee t p a a nd ap ectttoatlo• a , • d the OOI\eent o r t bt l t a lt u 

h 'YirD..eDt 
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UoYtrnatnt .uat bt obt a i ned prior t o their .. nutacturt t or 

contract, i t it un4ere t oo4 . It l a fu rther u_nderetood that 

tor certain t hlpa and to obtain the place eD4 epee t t icatl on• 

troa t b t l taltan .anut acturer, but that tbe I talian 0oYtrna4ot 

baa probabl y interfered ~d deolictd to 11Yt i ta cooaeat. 

Tbe probable obJ tot1 Tt • • -• to obtain a few ooatlt ted epec laena 

and the J)lant and epooificattona and to have othera ~~&n~tao turtd 

in Rueaia, ue inc tbt I talian plana. 

• Character ot Coaaeroial Rel atione • 

B.,taeial wl tb tbt y ear 192.C. tbt trad.t r t lat looa between 

I talY and Ru aaia aeauat4 a pol ttloal phall · Oa ••bruar1 ? t b 

and 1 t wtnl into effect on lla.ro.h 23rd ot \be ... e year and 

•111 continue in force until it &hal l be denounced . acc ordtns 

to 1 te t er••. 

and l ttl7 art reporce4 to ba-.e been qul\t aatlataetory durinc 

the p eriod Wb lob ~ .. an aft er t h e orld ar, \he credit featur e 

b•iDI the on11 eltaent which baa detrac ted troa lbe whol eao .. 

atatu• ot \bOlt relatione. The trade arran gaaent betwee n 

Ruooia a n4 ltaly pro•idoo Of&inol So•iot 4u~1n, by placinc 

continrenta on woo4, 'Wbea t and: oUu r oo-.o41 t laa, and t bla 

precaution ••• taken 'b7 the lta.li&D Qo-.eru .. nt 10 th at Rutt la 

woal4 •ot b e a'-le to •-orallae ltal l u aU"kete. 

- P~ah-

.u b at 'beta alread.T oot• •• •• orlclaal pur-ohaaaa or i 
ltvula in l tal.1 wra oa a oub bMll UHI t heir .1ntar chanc• 

ot oo-od U lea •er1 •t11taotor1· Blnoe \he nerot latlon or 

tbo 
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tbe Treaty ot co .. t r ct and .... t cat ton ao4 tha allowanot ,, 

Bueala or ertd l t~ Italian atrohaatt an4 aanutac t urara haYt 

had. A ll'tat d t&l Of 41 ffloul C3 t flr tt wi .. tlat iDI)ltC tiOD 

by tht Ruaa ia.tl !'tpreatl3 t at1Ytl ot 1ht 100U 11nd t r oonh·aot 

and tteoD4 in Ult lore tiat aauo~rt o! th t crt 4 1 t. tbt 

"t tal ian OOYtrnae nt b.aa t o tenaDH em b tbal t or 1 \.a OWD 

ci tiaena. pa.rtitt t o oont raot, 111d h_. l\l&ruttad. to tbta 

75S: ot the }lU"I'cb&aa pritt uad.u o t r taio oon41 Uou.. Wbil t 

thtrt b na b Mn oona ld t r a\alt Ru•iu pu ro.b•••• duri nr tbe 

lift ot the trade -s:r•••••:ata, pa,y•enta haYt b M n pr~tly 

paid u \ht7 tel l due but tn Ylew or t he taot th-.t ortcinal 

tgree .. nt a granted ortditt coYtTing pert oda or •• .vob aa 

are only zaow b .. t noitll co aaauat tuba ttatta.l p.rovorttona. 

Aa a con111equenot of that eituation, SoTitt aeao t iat ora ot 

tbe l aat trade aarle:4Dt ll&de "ftty eff ort \0 Obtliin t'f'ID 

lonce r t.erw crtdi t.a than in torur "'ffreeunu. Dgt the 

credit t eature ••• the only obo t aole ' o the conc lliaion o r 

uu·ae a.,o tlatiooa 10d aa JBreeaern .-aa nached oDl.y &t t.ar 

nt got.i a tioaa had bee n twiot auaptnded a~d than onl7 wbtn a 

rupture in ~lo~O~itt tr .. • ralatioaa cavat4 the ooviet a 

to ece.-p\ &D •r•eaaot oont aiainc an nerac• er•U t p erlvd 

ot 19·1/2 aontho. 

• Conticlon Ual -

Jn thla oonneotion i t i a qui te wor\b ~ilt qvotina tbe 

wor4t ot Mr. ~uaroni; • They alrta41 owe lt.al1 lara• aum. 

..,1ab ..,., bo J>&1cl ~t1na1aa nut r •r ( Juuazr lVM ) ud 

to ~1•• or t h111 obl1aat1ona l do aot bt liaYa tbat t h17 a r e 

in • poaitioa t o aaka n • oo-.i ttaante on a lara• aoala . " 

While 110 faota caa b t eMuee4 1n evpport or the a tate-

a ant 
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ment. i t ••••• to bt a•ntra\ly eone1derad here t hat 
Ruo ola 1o no t in 1 pooltion to ..Xe 11\U•ea\ e ither tor 
c a ah or on abort ten ortdite and that 1he Yolu•• ot 
purchaaea b1 Ruaala aYt t ••o•eaarilJ deareaaa in tba t utura 
vnltll ehe aan •aka trade arran••••nt a w1 tb pareona other 
t h an t1t o11 with whoa obe hao b een 4 oal1nr Ia the pM\ or 
OD l o-.e r ta~ of' cred 1\ \bu lbt b aa 'Dee a able t o ob t ain. 

Heepeottull7 7ouro. 

Breoklnr 14c• Long. 

Oop7 to Lesotion a\ R1s•· 
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J.lY dur Chltt: 

Ro.,. , Itnly 
Atu;ull\ 2 , 1933· 

I h ·o vo probably uo:Je the t'IT OD' t hlnr , but I h!lvt boo n courteous . Your 

distlnl(tllobo<l cousin 'l'hocdore rtoou6vtlt nrr!vell in Ro e luat ni'\IH . I ..tid not 

mee t him o t tht trnin nor Rtt out Q2'2;,· par t 1oul:t.r braaD banda , but he OtiU.~te 

to t b e J:;mo .. ua;r uolo r:~rn!at; An<l I .rn courteous . He na!cl ho WIIJlte<l An op:o r tuLit:; 

t o t a . >< aboJt c :llt!uas In lal,y. I a1"forutd h!. that 11111 ortw.lw by ta.Unt. 

and bh .11!0 &Da a ''" other pooplo to ol!nuor . I wo ulao aalc!ct; In fulfill«ent 

of ilh <loolro th.1t he be reco!voJ b:l :.:uuol!nt. 

I t hink I .obould toll you t h!o , ho te'Jer . He toil! me th,·t he hnd ru!r;ned 

the ott!co >! Jo•1ornor of t he J.>hlllpplnoa volunt:u-lly Mll..l ln.tantly tlu:.t ;tou 

assu::.eJ orr leo In ordor th t In tho fUturo he clip_t bo In a pooh !on to s oy· to 

hls ~•publican colltll!kt S th:.. t l.e .1as u.:JJer no obli~tlona tTho.t aoe•er to :tou ln 

& polltlclll .m.;; , :m<l ID C:<31 ho shot<lu SUPJ Orl you lo the I'UW.ro tlo"t t hey 

I ~•• JuJ t " l!ttlo surprised anol oJnculntod "BUt ot c uroo ,ou. h~v• no 

!<lea of aupport!nt; hlo In tho fUturo . " 

Zo •'ri. i oh bt rtpl1tJ , "W'"t ll , or course I a.o a Jtp\.l.blioan , but there are 

tLnt :J \'h en •Jnt r.n1•t ltAVt their Par\~' aut.J. btCOO£: Qn Acltr1ci.IIJ , und I Cafl au~J&,~Or t. 

mony or tb e tl•!n~~;o ·.vhiob FrAnklin boa u<lvooo.tod . Of ouurat , " h t add, " I 
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'i.'ht l'ualdtnt .\ ""'t ~ . 193'> · 

a:a not orlentel "" to tht JH..nU on In .-ric~ . I ru.v o bttn ,..,.,.. fOr rho 

;~tara . !t•t I ...., not !101:16 to lliO\l:t t1.1 po.tt I on tL t ll tl")'thlnt tlo<ot lw a 

btiO JJn t 1s n- on~ ." 

I SU&IfU t e.i th- t ••llt tl Itt 'l(> t homo he 10ull.l flntl th• t "' num'l.tr 01" !.ls 

QGao.:1.:1~a'3 h::!U. !1\!Cept td. you loc~. tJ ~ ock , c..uU llarrwl , 'but Lla.t1. I l'elt. t. hu l he 

ml~lt fln<l hlmsalf I n un tmb .. rr•aJin f poo ltlon In <loin& ao . 

Be ~:a id , ''Of courat, I nay ct l"o ret~tl to ta:Ce a })OGitlu-n i n oproGit loc to 

hlo, b t oau;a --aD<l I s:~;~ •o o •nflclt ntially•-1: Clli;l "be th t I .hnll !., ... , to 

l oad t h o o~osit lon o~lnat hlo . " 

Of C~<ll"H t her e .>aa no ~~~lblt repl;; to the '"'~ eatiO:J , but I ..,.,., tl.!lt 

;~ou =>< ·,, t err l b l;l frl~h t tntcl t o h tlll" obout It 1 

Of to)urs~ tht a·oove il ll rerethion of aD i~Jti;:mtt e nvor:u.alun . .~·~~~ 

ht ~houl<l e·ter hwe c •n fl<lt<l I n mt I a .mown only to hi e •uhl !J•ril:~~u t o tJod. 

N• verthelesa , I feel Ju tlf1111 t in uenlitn~ 1 t. ohm.; to yo\.. Hitr the hu! ~e th· t. 

:JDU •t il l not brou.lcuat It oa oomlnr. f 1-o:n 1:10 . 

Tht Pr•o1Jtnt 

lly"e Par:C 



, . 
y 

lt;d e Park 

lfe .f Torlc 

u. e. d . 



-- -:;. F /.." 'I 

JCJ dear Chleto 

BDM, Ital7 
llelltelllber J.4, 1'333 

A~trla 11 golms Paaclet. YUeeolial 11 a maeter political 1alea· 

-· Be 1a alao the IIUter ot Dt1ghb·orim« iatenat1oaal a1tuat1oaa. 

Be baa eold to Doltuaa the Paaciet idea aa a method ot eecape trom a 

ba1 Gll'lllaey. Be baa held out the proapeet ot aat1at)riag the llaa1 

paychologr with the aubataace ot sooialiatlo doctriae without the baaaful 

iatlueace ot Marziat pblloa~. ADd with that bait he ha1 diverted 

J.uetriaa meatallty tram J.Dachluaa, aad trom his coaceptloa ot a altuat10D 

tantamount thereto--a ... i J.uatria-·aad directed it to a ,-.clat J.uetria, 

aympathetio to ItaJ.7, polit1oall.7 kin to Ita~ and with an objective 

related to that ot Italy. 

Oil the part of Dolfuae it hae averted 1ateraal atrite with the lasia , 

has provided aa escape fr om the poss1b11, ty of a los i ng f1t7, t U!!"illat 

J.uatriaa HHlar1am aDd hae afforded a political ccq>romiee wherebj' the 

atreagth of etferveeoeat btioaa11•t1o aeat imeat 11 brOUSht illto oo-

operatiOD with Dat1oaal iaduatrial aeoe1aitj' and 1D ooaaequeace ot Wbioh 

the pr111Dt govel'liiDIDt iD Auatria CaD OODtiaua iD charge Of a atate tO 

be faahlODed oa eooaomio rather than oa political baa••· 

~o UDderataad the Ugaifloaaoe of thia new devtlop~~at ao111th111g of 

the oharaoteriatloa ot the I taliaa Paaoiat ltate mus t be remembered. 



~pular repreaeatatioa baa b .. a dieoarded. 1Datea4 or eleotiag 

repreaeatati•ea beoau11 the7 are reeldeota ot a geographical dlatrlot 

01' MOau.e thq are WppoMd to rtpr"eaaat a pol1t1oal p.rt7 1D that 

area. peraoaa are aeleoted beoauM the7 reprueat a trade or aa 1D-

dDatrJ ia a geographical tarrlt017. !he tact 11 haaicl7 acll:aowledged 

that the :nate 11 aot oalJ a aggregatloo or iad .. hidllale mou lite. 

libert7• and happloeaa ie to be preaer•e4. but that the State 11 ao 

apeoltio eoooomio. iaduatrial. or c~rolal actlYitiee .ntch. aloag 

•ith the rigbt to lite. libart7 &Dd purault of happ1Deae or the 1D-

di•ldual are the ooDCera ot the State. ConeequeatlJ the State le aot 

oal7 iatereeted ia the ecoaaM!c . 1DdD1trial aod oa.mercial act1Yitiee 

ot 1te o1t1aeaa. but 11 eo much 1Dtereated tbereia that it a1aumee to 

coatrol them tor the protection or its iadi•idual citiaeaa aod iD order 

to promote or to preeer.e a regulated right to lite. libert7 aad purauit 

Of happiDell Of the 1Dd1Yidual 01tiaea. 

~e method the ltal1ao raaoiat State e~lQJI to accompliah thi1 ie 

to re1ol•e it1e1r. ae regardl ita oitiaeaa. 1Dto Yarioua Corporatioaa. 

alx 1D a~er. aad repreaaatiagr 

PJ'oduotiOD 

., the .&cricultural corporatlca 
_, the lDduatrial CorporaUOD 

D1atr1but 1c. 

., the o-rolal Oorporat i011 
_, the Ra11roa4. Ste.-hip. aod .U""' Corpcrat1011. 

Credit 



&Dd Batarogaaaoua AOt1Y1t1ea 

.8¥ the J.uthora, Pl'ota .. iODal lla aad So1enUt1o .eor­
poratiOD, 

arouped iato oae or the other ot these aiz heada are all the 

-btra ot aa ordiaary tooiety. lllaa ao grouped eaoh Corporatioa it 

d1Y1dtd 1 Dto aa tlllplOJera corpora tioa or aa employeu corporatiOD wbioh 

have DO OODDtotioa DOr ~ey o011111oa boDd ezoept to ooatraot with aaoh ot her 

thrOUgh their apeoltied r.,.eaeatativea tor mutual aad tor the State•a 

beaatlt, aad to operate under the auperv1a1on or the State author1t1ee. 

The DatioDal ltglelatlve repreaeatat1vea ot the State are choaea 

trom geographical d1atr1ota but art aomiaated, ia each dlatriot, to the 

total Dlllllller ot IIOl"e thaD 1000, by theae Corporatloaa . The 11 at ot 

DOllliae .. ia NlDlttad to the SUprema Faaoist Couaoll wllich azaml.aea taoh 

oaadlda te aad tl11111D&t81 all but 400, wllo art euppoaed to be repreaeDtati ve , 

1a the atriot meaa1Q§ ot that word, ot the IIIOl'al , iatelleotual, ac1eat1f1o 

aad trade 11ft ot the dlstriot trao which lhey are aomiaated aDd of Italy. 

~e reviatd list ia .ubmitted to the electorate--but without oppoaltioD. 

~ey are .Paaoiate. There 1a no other party. They are lpao facto elected. 

But they rapreaeat the 1Dluatr1al, oommeroial, 1Dtelleotual, and ooiea-

title force• ot the oouatry. They are qualified, among their memberahlp, 

to dlaouas 1atell1geatlj' ~ey questioa of publlo ooactrD aad to legialate 

with ac1eat1t1o d1acr11111Dat1oa, There ia DO political oppoa1t1oD--aa 

ah1p Of wllich falla lhe parUaaD duty Of •1DtalD1Dg or 1D&t1gat1Dg a 

tlgbt 1D laglalathe halla beaauea the quutioa preteated waa or -. nat 



approved ~ a party caucua. th«f llaten to debatea oarried on by experta 

l D the varlOQ& vital actlvi tlaa of the oOUDt~ and ezpreaa by their votaa 

the approval or dlaapproval or intelligent peraona davold or part i aan 

b1aa. 

That the legielature ia. in Italy . for the ti~ being aubordiaate4 to 

the diotatea or the SUpreme Faaciat Council • Which in ita t urn 1a caapoaed 

or ~bero aeleoted ~ HUaaolini. ia net only test imony adducible to 

wpport the alleged eztraordlnary peraonall t7 ot the Head of the Govern­

m.nt but ia a relic or those ~~e which proceeded tho efreotlvo formula­

tion or a political phlloaophy for the Faaciot State. 

~. however . the Faaoiat State exists and WU.ool ini hao been able 

no t only to develop it in Italy but to aall the idea to neighboring 

goveraoenta dlatrauabt by political atrife . • or ie that all. He hae 

uud the idea of Faaoiam t o wean J.uatr1a trom German domination and to 

1nolhoata t he aoll!petent authcrH1ea ot that go'lerDII&IIt with the thmght 

t hat the Faacist doctrine of Italy 1a preferable to that system bow 

4omillant in Ge~ and Which might be charact orbed ao the product of 

an arr ing d1aoiple o t raao 1am. 

tho ooD&equenoea of tha a4Dptlon of lluaeolini lllll by Doltuaa are to 

draw J.uatria from Germ&Qy. to create a closer bond between J.uatria and 

Italy. to poatpone Aaaohlusa t o the indaf1ni t e future. to insure tem­

porarily m 1ndapel:ldent J.uatria aa a butter atate. and. to atreagthen tba 

band of Jl\18aol1n1 i n European poll tical circlea. 

the phan ... non of the poll tical oiiDning ot llllaaollni in br lnging ab011t 

a co~romlae in J.uatria botwlln the Dolfuaa Government and the llasla. 



, 

Septeser 14. 1933· 

Wbtrt~leubatantial elementa or the letter will aupp~t the exia ting 

goverDment 1D exohaDge tor partial responsibility tor that governm.nt·· 

h intereat1Dg-·but 1te real sigD1t1oance ... ould be loat i f it were not 

considered that the actual adoption outaide I taly or the priociplee ot the 

Paac iat State--the Corporative State--ie an event of oooaiderable 1m-

portance in pol1t1cal h1etory. It atampa Uueeolini aa being not only 

IUrope ' a best political ealesm&D, but an outetand1ng in ternational 

atrategiat and a political evangelist ae wall. 

We are all watching your .ark bue •• are not very well informed tram 

bare. I with tha Department could devise some method of keeping us in 

touch wi th devel opment• at home. they do aend us Preea r eporta through 

the pouch, but they get here about two we eks late. If they could send a 

weekly or aemi-weekly telegram to Par1a t or distribution from that point 

to tha various illlportant llll.asiona in Europa lett1Dg ua kno·w something of 

the Government's policy and the meaning or some or ita acta, 1t would 

help ua to keep 1n t ouch with t hings there aa they are developing . A• 

it ia, we have to dep~nd upon a foreign and controlled preaa and get very 

11 t tle real information. The Br1 t1sh lllllbaeey here tor instance ~ta ttoro 

or three telegr- a dey explain1Dg various ot the GoverDIDint 1a acte aDd 

the reasons tor them. Since I have been here I have had one such telegram 

aDd that was recently and concerned Cuba. 

With every good wiah, 

Tlle Preaident 
!lie lh1 t1 Boua 1 

hahlngton, D. c. 



I I ...... .1· •• Jlational Re oOYery Act in the unl ted St& ca. /. 'F , t• ,.·• 
,r tP- J.·\ I'~ 
'"~ tY~·l· .. \" r 

!'be Bl1.111 :Iagle , 111 tM oot1•tion or the ('). 

POPOLO DI ROllA, 1a not dutined to •r17 toward tM 
-7/ ', aun ot eco nomic rocoTory. • Whi le tho Blanket Code /~ - ~< 

hao bean torood upon tho oountry'a indl.llltry , Jr ioea 13y,'/.c ., ~ j 
are tailina t o keep pace with coata, and meantime ~~ ~~ 
lnduot77 ia aookina in Tain tho nooooaary credit ;// ~ 

.f..J.-.1 " " ... ~ to carry on ita undertal<inga, oae neecla no gUt -1-. J ...... ,,_ ~~r y.,~ 
ot propheay , aaya tho nowapapor, to toroaoe that /. 

the bank a aro not go ina to lend a dolla r moro , ?/'? lv 
but perhapo a dollar loaa , to induotry booauoo ot 

tho new prograa: for a bank cannot lend more than 

it t akeo i a, and a bal>k that ~ arant orodit 

willy-nill)- , booauoo ordered to do eo, i e a bank 

that will wait in Y&in for dopoaite tro= aaT i QSa 

inTootora. In other wordo , atfiraa the POPOLO DI 

ROllA, Proaident aooaoTolt ia attempting to aolTo 

a oriah ot oonfidonoe without bu1l41n& lila program 

upon oont14enoe. 

The proaent wo rld oituation, oontinuea the 

newspaper , aroao baoau .. of unlimited and unjuotitied 

credit to ioduatry, ao that book and induotry beoOAo 

ioox trioabl7 onaanglod , In Italy tho day ... a&TOd 

by oroatina apooial inotitut iono to rolioYo tho 

b&nka ot their oxooao1To holdinao or induotrial oharea 

whil e now organiaationo were created to auooor each or 

tha country • a l.Mutriea u ware uutul t o national 

eoonoJIIIJ• The T1D1te4 State•• on the contrary. b&a 

Tiolat ed t ho lawe or aoooo_, - but the la .. ot riaaooe 

W111 OOt tolerate Tiolation, Which raot ia DOW baiOC 

•XP•rionood i n that couotry. 'l'bore ia a flight or 

capital from America toward oountriea haTina a aound 

money, end t b ia flight booomea more pronounced u 

t he reooYery procraa prosr••••• · ! he Ameri cana are 

'1;/f )/ 



alarmed beoauee they feel that t hie ie the real oauee 

for the deprecia tion ot t he dollar. SpecUlation feede 

it and ie fed by H1 the gangeter el«Dent , now that 

prohibition ie aboliohed, hae hurled lteel! into 

thle now game, which ie leee dangeroue and a>ore profit­

able than the old one& ~eeidant Rooeevelt , who ie 

work ing toward a eyetem of direot eoono1111 baaed upon 

the equilibrium or all the taotore of production and 

whoae etarting point wae inflation, ahould have a 

ready brake adequate to oheok the deeoent of the 

dollar at the proper etage. 

Thie aaneuver, the POPOLO DI ROW. teele, 1e 

extr.,ely dangeroua, and especially e o tor other 

oountriea , ainoe it amounts to & Teritable attack 

upon aationa having sound ourrenciea , which are 

forced, t herefore , to unite into a~ to defend 

t heir money and coneequently the contideno~ which 

they have built up . Without oontidenoe, ooneludee 

t he oewepaper , there ia no ealvatlon. ae the united 

Statee il now demonstrating. 



) 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

' ' ·I, 
'" t 

Hoe, Ootobc.r '""• 19~.-. 

Deur Ji:., 

'it ... r rcrvr.oe to 0~ tc.ll: abcut Zovio t rcl~ tio s 

i'iu i t ~·utber difficult to r=cnbP~ just"'·~~ r"u tt.ntec! or 

juot utuu I ouid , r.b1oh s_oer~ed to strike you c.o poltinor.t . 

So I ruJ oenUn- you Tlhat I hi ,!{ io ruther c. ·ood re:ll.c.' or 

tht. :.ubje '" and r.! ioh ic a cop, or the eov:rinr.; des.,nteh I 

cent ith a 1\_.or=du: o !lu:~:-i& -I .c..li~n trc.do rolc.tio • .!l. 

-:his is w co 1-Ct:.'~i.ul ocu:. n1. w.uC: yo:.1 r:u::t t:-o t it 11 sc.ch 

~ccauso It~lin. otute~.o· cro quote' in it ~d co~t~i~ in!'or­

.. ation ia contained i a 1• •.tl iol ic or o. hi_.hl~· oonl'1Mont1al 

T'no. t .,urt or teo .;lclo.,,.,d p~-pcr r.· ic:1 1., oonto.ined or. 

p;. o nino c~ '/f.,icl: l>o0 ina "" the botto_ of p~ o ci '·t I =:• 
cup:pl !! to tt b --c.~·i•-3 •'to ~ the Soviet::: !:ove llou"ht i'ra:. It .... l; 

a ..:rund total uo~sural. ir 11:-o in the :::uu of 75:i,?:o , o~o, -'ld 
tho;r huve puid on account onl 17'. , 000 , 000 lire . This ic the 

situ .... t i o ut ot' !:u:. 1, l ll:l:J . Their purc ho.sec bero.n on a credit 

bcai& in l ll::{, so t~u .. l. ut ~o ond or ten ye~rs tt.ey Lc.d m:.c!e 

pa:'tlcnt .. rra:~ . 1 • .l3 to ~oiao in tho totc.l s= of the rtr.ure <;uoted 

J~Os ROOLBV• lt, Esquire, 
~/o ~erioun Consul General, 

l!o.plee . 

c.bovo 
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uoo\", anJ. ih.... still owo fo1· .:;oodo puroha: od clur i ne a ten 

Y(>Ur po1· i od nearl y GOO , OOO,OOO lire . 

now that noula not bo 110 rer..m·Jrot>L wore 1 t not tor the 

fact that the~ douanded last spri n3 lo~3or orodivs for addi­

tional purclw.so:J . ':lhon ~·•o lon ~tcr crodi ts • 6 ·e r• fuse d , 

nc~-o t in tio~ ere bro! •. n or~. Tho~· r.ent at 1 t O£oin un 'lero­

tio tio• s · ere o.;t.in brof:~n o:: . Finally, u:te ~IJSlanu bro'~o 

otr trade r<.lat i o. s 11 t:1 Russia, Russia rusLcd t>acl. to It 1:· 

und 11 ocopt ... v. thr uhort r t • crodi ta rt'\!. cl. l:..u b u !1'0:LJOile.: 

lJy I to.ly; anJ the no <-<.mort!~ part of that i s tLu t It:>.lo- ,ussito.n 

tro.de has d i .i nishod enortlousl ; i n volUDo since thut til o . 

It ho.s fo.llen uo·m to looe than half . 

nussia is now fuoin~ u vi~;uu .. io:>. i n conn )tion ,;Hh 'lOr 

r-.lo. .. i ous m. t.h I .. ul. ;.hich clc a•:us ~l.at bc-i .t ia ·i t'1 Janu­

ur, 1934 she r.ill bu C:.l."? c':ed to pn:· ver ~· lo. ~ O.IOUnte o. 

he. outst:mdinv b~lo.nc . She h;..:; not t>1e 110 ey l71th r.~hich to 

pay, so she 1$ lool:in:; for oooc third per sor. fro. r.ho a ol.c:. can 

bul· on l on,s ten~ and ·et tho ncoets to convert into oaoh oo 

as to make GOod on her ol d obl1Gati ono to I taly un<. other 

oountr1os . 

I am concerned pr1rc1pally in the conversaL 1ons which 

are about to begin in lashi1·ton abcut t>.o thin~s : first and 

tore:.cost i3 t::tat vory ·r ... ~" care ~o ..;1ven to a n:;• poli tioal 

co .i t:lents 
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cou.ui t!:tents wi tll Russia ; she doos not respect po~iticol onc;o. ;o­

menta, or has no L i n "the pa~t, nne. they hc:::etoforo lw.vo only 

sci vod tho purpose of oak i t ..; 1 t poosi b l c for Russi a to exercise 

ve1·y drastic tro;.~tl,cnt on c i t i zens of the o ther country resident 

i n Russia when the efforts of Co,.illluni s ts i n tho other s tt. to are 

dealt wi th forc i bly by tho autho1'1 t i cs in thu·t stato . You will 

road in my oove1·i ns dcopatch about her retaliat i ons upon o i t i ::ens 

o f Oer:.;an:· and Pol and and tl.o very salutary si tuati6n i n that 

rospec t rrhich dcvt:l oped in I tal y bccuuco of the- l acl; of forllllll 

poli t i cc.l co.r:!li tllcnts 1:itl Russi:: . The secon natter ahuut >;ftich 

I .:.n concv1ned is t;t'- t; i n our efro • at Lor .e to -ct ri<l of sur­

!>l us supplies , l<..r~e .uc.n 1 ~1 :; of r.:. •. cotton, for h.stL c , .. ill 

b" :;olJ to Ruosit:. . Slto.. \',oul t'•cn llc in a poeiti~ l. to o nc of· 

tltrcc t' L1 ·o : u l to t.unuf~cturc co .ton ·oo c c.m 'lU t:. on the 

>.orld narkct i 1 co "I'"'" i tiot. .. i th our O• 

to It.:~l. at a pr1c un " th- ~mrll .tn·kot 

to !:ell ru.: cotton 

.nd 111 t~·Hsf~c i or 

I ~r o .,11 ..;nt i ono -..o I tal~ ; en•' o) to use 1 t for hio;h e~losi ves 

(in i:Ul"O!>G) . !1' m·y of tl c;c t!lreo t' 1 . ..;c zryoull trc.asrlir e, it 

"auld lutvc b-c.l :.1uoh b-.~ttor 1'or uo to have.. t~..•·cn tl ... cotton out 

to tho <loop ooerin and to llavL throvn i t ov .. rboc.rd . 

I t' Ruosia should soll that cot Lon to I taly, Itnly rroul cl L-­

a.od i atel. anko cotton ·;ooda out of it and put it into tho r:orld 

~:.arkot in coopot1t1on \li th our own . 

Of COUl' OO tho stinul us to I tal y ' s trade iii th Russia \IUs a 

cuarantee 



t:u.urantee o!' 75, by tho I tuli.m <'-ovcrn."lent t!lc. t the oblic:n tions 

J."ro.l Russin nould bo paid . Up to da to tho:,> have b e 1 ,lilt~ . Ir. 

once thOl at-e not paid in tho futuro the I talian Covernuont 111ll 

be called upon bl i ta 01m oiti~ens to componsute the • !'or tlte 

lo~ o of 75,~ or tho wluo or th • eoou:J . ~· l oan 1:e :Jhould u'co 

to 1uosia out o" Gov"rn;.1unt tun 1s ':'or tl:.~ p·uposu of buyi nc ~ood~ 

in A.:loriou \TOuld anount to t' o o .o proco.:ure or. tho part or th 

• Li tod Sta ':0<> Cov ... rnnon t - U.? to t:.c S!:lOunt 0 f tllo loa . I'ut even 

the.. s ti..lulu.s has boon unable to oxtruot cas· fro R• n~in or .o 

continuo the volu:.1o of truuo \7llcn it is bused on short-tor ore ... its 

(Vide the dis t i ne t !'allil\., o.Cr U.l.rl~.;r the present ohort- to._. OO..ILlCr­

cial ut•ranzc::lOnt) . 

But these thinea arc only oo,JtiOroial in their effect end onn 

t.cnn only l oss or ~uin ill wonoy t o o.-1· ci tizonc . They Ill c not as 

i.Oilto~ io.l as tho poli tioul co.JW. tnc.;nts nhich tho Cov .rnnont c i ·ht 

·n'• 
~-" and I hope s i nc<.rel J - -ost s1l1cc:-cl~· - that every precaut i on 

nill be taken a·uinst ~:inJ i t possibl e for nuocia to tc.;'c retali­

ator:. act ion a ·oinst A.1 ricru citizens on tho bacis o f s CJ.. e poli­

t ical arron.:;omnt , and I hop• the richt ':fill be rcse1·veu by tho 

author! tic:J of the United Stc. t e to deal su. =r1l~ .. 1 th olshc;vilt 

acti vi t i cs and Cotnauni e t i c u:;i tnt i ons i n A1uoricn , particularly so 

1!' tho Soviet ~basel or uny or tho nccnoios or th«' $oviet Covorn­

m nt i n tho United States sho~ld bo tho ~uno of incitit~ or ex-

t .. n .. tn.; propa:;nndu n1.u Co..::-w1ietio aot171t1cs. 

I 
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I on a t1·o i .l thic 1. r •• ther a ru: tbli · l otte::- . I t 

has boen dioto.tc~ hurr1tHll. becatJ!:e I 1:... ·~ '.cu ro.tl.~. a 

f l l du~· w:o:l o n onl. l oo:. t:'or .... 1 t o t .o next re d-!' !1 

t 1 1 t•le ~xpeota'; io • tll t th":' t: ill. bo full too . 

I f , ou slloulu bo 111to ~oteu 1• purtui - further t'.e 

suo j oot o r n uosi un rclut i ors you 1 ill f i nu u ver,; oonpl etb 

report on ,_ s 1tut.o. i on v1c-~-v 1:: lu::.c1o. ... w.l I ta l :· i t. ttl! 

ro.1:: of u. report on llu:.ait.r. -H~ir..n tr~ue rc! ... i o.,:; t':'o •• 

l 'JO'J- l !l:..;;, -:;·,1o'1 ncnt rortl to t • ~ ;:.c. a rt cr t ti th the de::­

r>utch oo~. or t ich I "" onolos 1ne . 

I t 170:: bully to huvo ::~ccn you and Eetty anJ to have bnu 

:;ou u t :;uoh close r ut ·r for o 11hilc , and 7/e ollall hope that 

~ ou \7111 co c b&cl: a ·c.1 n be t'OJ.'t.o vc,_:; l on- . 

1 tl: ever: eJtllres~1on or ·ood ro1ll, ard r.1 '::1 :..n:· r:es::o c:: 

of aolr.1 .. ... t 1on ancl a ffect.h>n o ~ _, ~·, an<l .11th bezt ::1::1:co 

t o , 0\ll' ;.tO .ho1· - n d f u t.he , I 

Enclos ure . 

L/ajl 
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De:..r .r~. 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Continuin·; tho ou· joot ~o.tt• or the l etter ich I 
sent you ..a.r u. "~- t:.e Co'1zu1;. .... -'·1 •• c 

liUu ·t. o: uon1L.~ th1~ tilrou ·h tile coUl·tc., or t:te Co:~~ul 

I •.;auld lil:<l to cnp~a~i::" ·:,w I th 1. bel i v o 

"" Sovi t r 1 o C:.e lura 
It pu ce 

l.oul:>t 

autho 1 t:· thoro, nor ic it quostionod in o. l' •.uo.rtcr that a .• 

1 :;a lt 1ori .• . So tl!at ita de ~ur ol"..aro.oto1 1= not opeu to 

e sho 1 " 
accord i t foru:U recogr.i t i on .>.nd I oontin·1 ... rt=--..1:· or the 
s:;_,o opinion. Iicmevcr, ro:n>:~.l r eoo .1 tion is o:~o thin.:;, unc.; 
tor <Dl polit ica.l trca tieo aro llllotl.ol t !li r.c . 

E:, rcco~nition o sL .• l. aG:U-. t!:!l t' at t;O\" n .e::1t 
cxiatu and e:z:orc iscs co:lplete autj)pri •:: . •,:e do not pass upon 
itc ...oral aopeots, the. som:oc.o o~ 1.o aut! orit;.·, o •• l'>e ... t:;od 

J~eo Roo&evolt, Eoquire, 
o/ o .1. Rode. ic~: Dorsey, 

.Lle::oican Consul Gono!'al, 
Genoa . 

or 
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1 t~ cont1·ol . 

A.t'tol reco.;:n1t1ot then o~os t• c esta liot.::lllnt or 

di?lOt.Ultio relat!o~c en<! probubl:· tr.o ne._ot1ut1on o~ a 

corcsula.l· convcn.ion :m tllnt our consuls oat opoiuto there 

and tho i ra be r co..;nized •! uo . That pe1·.a1 ta buoL e. s o 

bo trunsa.o ~eil, bills of ladinG and 1nvo1 cos to be passed 

and vossolo to be cleared . 

So fur so cood! 

rhe no;:t ctcp is a co:::Jercial t::-e- t: . 'i'l at ou ;lit to 

be ourorull:· proptli'e.l em the polio: co:ootuntl: l:o. t in W.ml 

that thr lU.::h the 1~trlll:lcntnl1t: of a co.ulo.oiul • ·e .. t~· ITe 

can conLrol "dumpi ng" . Tho nuasians are :;rent "llu: .per a" . 

• /hout, oil, ITOod pulp - an! thir v t 11e:· can .;et their hnaJ.s on 

t: . .,. "~uu:p" 1!' and v:1cn they (;et cood and :·eady. l'U" 11' <.c 

ne_ot1nto a co.=e:·oinl treat:• uitl! tll • lli ~1x 1:1 t tnt 

troll ty tl.o .:D.xi::ltml qu;.tn hi eo or npooif i o -oodc •. • ..a:· 
iuport o.nnunll r , and 1'1:: tho quantity in t01 c or in <Iollar 

valuoc - i/O have thot. u.'ldel' control so tho: cun d\U 1p only 

certain a 1ounte . T'nnt pol i o. notuall; oontrolo "d\U.lpin...;' . 

Up ;o this poi:~• I \10" 1 be will i l! to (."0 if I r.ns vested 

1'11 th au\:lo 1 "· - and 1 .~ oonourren• respol!sibili >. "c~·ond 

that I ~ould not no~ troed ! 

.lo ou!)lt no c to be hll!:lpored i n our control or 1'olo~ev1k 

or Coucu:niot notivities in ~ori on . I1' r;o tJUl:o o. polit io&l 

arra ·e. .en t 
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arran.:;e.10nt 1'11t'1 them f'or o':tradi t i on, or for s eoiul 

protection or citizens, o. "'or e.,ol;o.~h_:e or politio~:.l 

prisonoro, thoy 11111 nbuoa 1 t anu uoe theil· police rorce 

to ~a i n the lio~ '· or Co ::auni:~to urresto 1n k:orio~. 

An. ot' or peli t i cal treat t!le~· 11ill >'iol ... t ad lit he 1 

•e :Cine o" t'.oi p::.-ooti.. wi .. rope....n 

ovcrmnent:.. ( e::crpt I t1..l. , uhi ch IIIla l:ept the \11\ip t•und) . 

So I tru~t !'OU wt:!.l r. ·· • 
I roc .. ntl~ acn ~<HI and r:1ll 1:... "Lo ~·tv befor .uur rc.thel· 

1..t .our o~rlie~t opportunit. . I oeo Litvinor; onilo fro 

Lo 'Jl'irL .ous. l"O ··at .ou and I.e 1.111 P•Obabl ...... ·riv~o a• 

~ 
ulJou'.; tho .,w-~e t i ne, an<.l tho r.:zltto .. · i~ :o il'\Olvetl ~ Olll' 

futu.e rc.la ion.. Ot o.~. aD re -~r•. o~ co .~c:ci:..l uctiviti •• 

but us 

..:aste::.-u 

concerns our othe1 

posi t i or ~tho 
cl osest or atten.i on . 

cont .... c~r i n ~uropc and our ~ar 

poli tic...Ll aopccto of it . dm~nd t' e 

I llll sendin- a l ett or of L rouuct i oJ, to ~ JU by a youn[ 

r.an, Count ::i'u:..a&o i Ei on 1. ::!e is you.. ·, vox·y i ntelli ·c. n t, 

a nd resident i n .laohi n ·ton uo tl:o ropresent ... tiv ... oA or.~ or t he 

ui _,ost Itul illn pupers . l!o i s a :r ~t acl.!;~Lt'ur of =."'rica nnd 

or your r uthor, anu I hop :·ou nil l be _nio to hill at.oaru s!1i 

Ho .... 1.;1 bo ve:-;; woful i n '.1ash1l\, tol . F.o 1s supposed to be 

the 
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the news ro:prcoont ... tivo ~here or the. Fa~cist or,;uuizution 

1.4Hd he ',/l'lrr .. ntc C'-'l.iv<.tin . 

'./1 th n finul "bon voya,;e" 
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Dear Frank: 

' 

Rom., It al;y 
December 12, 1933· 

I wrot e ;you UDder date of Decernber tl about t ho pouibilit;y Of I tal;y ro-

valuing tile lira. That letter •.ras based on a eooversat iOD I had 1vi th llu8g1eri , 

the Chase National Bani< man here, ancl following a conv er oation he had with t he head 

or the Bnnk or ltali3, 

1 now hnva to correct what I said t hen . Si nce I wrote tha t letter Asquin! 

has made a very importan t speech . Asqui n! i s the Under- Secr etory of Corporations , 

Uussol ini himself is t he t itular Secretary (one of hie seven) , Since Aaquini'a 

speech I huve had a long tall< IYi th him. AS a reoult of tlmt I am n oiY convinced 

Italy •.'till tnk"e another c ourse , 

!a a predica te , t he Fascist Stnte has issued enormous quantities of 

seour1t1ea wbicb they ha'J t sold to their own people , ~ he~· have induced them 

to invest their savings i n Government aecuri tieo in t he t hought that t ho lira 

was valuabl e and would continua to be val uable and that aaving 1t wao worth t he 

effort of the Italian oitisen . Uussolini fee l s thut ' to devalue the lira would 

be to break fai th with thoae people , for they have invested their savings io 

Government aeouritles oo hl3 aa3urnnce . 

l evartholeas, I taly finds itsel f in this s erious pr edicament. Ito f oreigo 

t r ade haa ! allen off enormously. The high pr ioa or the lira provents t he 

manutao turera from exportinc . ~~ manufacturer oannot sell abroad becAuse 

hie pr ice ia under- out by the United States , by England , and parlioulorl;y b;y 

Japan. '!'hey "ant to recover their r oroigo trade because i t meana a living 



':ht Presi<lent O.o e~er 1 2, 1933· 

wo.ge to m.lny m1ll1o11a of Italians who 110uld otherl'fise be forced into the 

ranks of the unemployed, I t is too expensive for the Gov ernment to aub­

ai <11ze :>11 the manufacturers who aro In the export buainesa-·ao t hat is 

out of t he quest i on , They do suboidi ze n f ew , such as n few aut omobile 

companies who manufacture necessary tranoportat 1on tor Italian arm1ea and 

who cann ot survive on tha. t business alone . But o.s a. general rule the 

Government is Wlable to aubsidlae ~ ao, according t o Asquini , they have 

decided to out down t he cos t of production at home- - or at l ens t to try 1t, 

They hn·1e Jus t now reduc ed t he interest ou l oans to 2 ::;.;. They nre going t o 

decrease '.fages . They ar e going to dec rease the cost of insurance nod al l 

of the smaller 1 tems thut run into •'overhead . tt ~he decrease ill the cosl of 

labor will <lecrease t he coat of such r aw materinla ns t hey are able to pro­

duce , The high vuluo of tho lir a enabl es them to buy other ro.w mal er 1als 

abroad nt Q cheaper rate In I talian money . s o thnt the manufac turer with 

smaller bank ra tes , small er ingurance rateo , smaller overhead churees , smeller 

wage aoale~ , can manuf acture at a small er coat and can hi msel f take a smal ler 

profit, The r esult t1lll be tha t the lira in Italy \?ill buy more tha%1 1t 

buya to<.IS/{ , Il •.till also menn thnt they onn compete wit h other countries 

the currencies o f \fhlch In inter nat iona l exchange are worth leas thnn the 

lira . Such ooun tr1ea c an mnnu fuc ture cheaper for t he world marl<et than Italy 

can at preaent. UDder l l. aly'o Dt'·' program abe will mru:~ufacture , she hopea , 

at a smaller oost ao tha t ahe c an compe te in the worl d mar ke t •tl t h the 

product' of the Othtr count r ies . 



The Pruill.ent December 12, 1933· 

ADOthtr phase or their plan io tO ensage in a oeri tl Of unilateral 

oo..,erohl agreement• •.dth other oouu tries the products or which they need 

or wilh .nom they have large unfavorable tra4t balancu . 

HaYing led you to t ho belior in ~ recent letter that there might bo 

so:lle Jevaludtion or the lira, I now \n-1\e t his to orrset that impre aoion, 

because I 111!1 convinced no-" that the authorities In oont ro l of the Italian 

Government are bent upon the plan I have outlined above. l had Aaquinl at 

d.lnner tho other nighl IUid talked to him for three hours DD4 went over all or 

the l n<luetr.lal , oortrnerolal, and flnllllalal phasea or the national and inter ­

national &>peels of t he Cor porat ive ~tat e Plan. 

'lll th lcindest regard& and beet wbh•a , 

'i'he Prul<lt:lt 

The \ihl te JJouae 

Washington, D. c . 



- D£1'ARTM~ STATil J ~ l 
DIVISION or WEST£RH EURQrEAH AffAIRS~ t;.. 

January 6, 1934. V 1 ~ 
l.lr . PhUips = 

The enclosed analysis of the situ­
ation f rom Rome is interesting, but I 
think it is too much simplified . In 
particular , I think it under-emphasizes 
the influence and power of Great Britain 
and the ext ent to ~hich she can still 
hole Italy in line. I like~ise doubt 
whether Italy could hope to succeed in 
drawing Germany and 1\ussia together , 
particularly as long as Russian pre­
occupations in the Far East arc not 
stillec. Such information as we get 
leads us to feel that Russia is playing 
far more with the French bloc than with 
the German . The ~hole scheme, if workec 
out, might present a real source of peril 
but it is far from worked out to da te. 
Already, accoratng to ~r . Long's latest 
telegram, the British have persuaded the 
Italians to subordinate League reform to 
progress in disarmament . But the ciay 
when IJussolini held the key to the dis ­
armament situation has passed. Ray 
Atherton tol d me that the British Govern­
ment no longer considered Italy as a 
first rate diplomatic power, though still 
useful as a stalking horse if they could 
flatter ~ussolini into taking an initiative 
for the~r. . 

If, 
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If, however, the analysis is 
cor rect , the pr ime lesson to be drawn 
from i t i s t hat any armaments agree­
ment oh an upward basis is a purely 
European adjus tment in which we should 
no t become i nvol ved and the~ our old 
policy of he l pi ng in disal'mament but 
disinteresting ourselves in rearmament 
is t he only sound one. 

p, tLt . 
Pierrepont ~offat . 

l"ol: : P::.! : VAS 
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January 3, 1934. 

IIEMORANDUM FROM THE PR ESIDFll T 

FOR TRE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Will you speak to me about thh some 

day? 
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Dear FraiK: 

Rome, Italy 
Dect~btr 15, 1933• 

.... , 

1 am rt3ll¥ mor.r; to troubl e ¥Ou oo much ~!th tbeoe letters. !he eu~Ject 
m:ntera hO\tever are so impor tnnt .L see oo other oouroe. 1 cun• t talk . You 

ought to kDo~ What I th l a~. So--I h3ve to write . 

A• seen from Root , t he attitude ot Itnl)" toward the curreat political 

situnt!Oa In europe , Including diaar~nt and the League ot Rations, i s ae 
tollo, .. :• 

Dis artlWllent : 

al Ita!)" s 1nct rt1Y desires diaarma:nent , 11 Md has been rudy to 
agree to Jr3stio reductions provided other gover ameats do likewise. She h3s 

•••a dimlnlaheJ appropriations tor both ar~ and aav1; 

b) It ul y 'lltwa the Uerllllln attitude tOwQTd nl'l!lalll4lnt in n practical 

way , btl ie•iag it better to concede aooethlug in the way or c lntrolled nrca· 
mont rather thru> see the alternnlive , n Germaey ateal th1ly but effectively 

armed& 

ol Italy hoe been engoged in efforts of reconcilintion und 

... dlatlon with tht bo~ or tftect!og ~Oilll l.,.blanct Of d.!aar=ut now ODd 

holding out the hope ot mort aat1sractory reduct lone in tho uext raw yearo. 

ACCO~iag the dta!rt !or d!aar~ut is tbt question or the •itality 

of tho Lta gQt or lationo and i to oontlnu!ug ox!etonce. Italy upproachoo t he 
League aad tho dioarma~nt problem as a united obJective. Without tho 

League diaarmanen t progreao will coaae. SUpervlolon, coord!nat 1oa and 
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Wlanlmlty tdll bt lao~lng. 

SO tho Ltiii!Ut becomes t he moot Important of the two queotlona . 

Italy 11twa tho LeaKUt ao: -

1) "' "lltnay under control of P'tance nnd opera ted througjl allloncoa 

with Bel gium, Poland and tho governments of the Little Entente; 

2) P agency tor tho enforcement of the oonct l one or the Veraallloa 

an d o~her post-war treatlee; 

3) J. bod,y compoaed of repruentatlvoa of ome.ll aoWitrleo \7ha have 

no r eal po·•er but "!hose posit l ou a uo the goverclng oreana or the Learue 

permit them to o ODtound c onfusion and to beo~e t he obJoctt or teduct lve 

gesturoa fr~ other po~era t or t ho purpose or us ln& t heir votes: 

4) A bod.y overlp' O\rn with bureaucr4cy, enllloahe<l wit h detail and 

enc~bere~ b~ committees ; 

51 A bod,y too coat ly tor Ita usotulneao ; 

b) J. bod.y ineffectual io wor ld situations because or ito pre-

occupation lflth European politico - vidt , especially Japar1 , l!anc hnlcuo, China, 

With Vlllld obJections to tho League , as It e~ lstt and aa It Ia operated, 

Italy hils deter mined tc movo ror ohange In struct ure and change In obJective -

to maice 1t more practical . 

Fall! ng, Italy •,fi ll ·.ol t hduw. 

Slth I taly out - with ~~r~, Japan, Rusala and tbo Ublttd States cut -

tho League cannot ourv lvo ••en aa a European lnfluonct . Tho withdrawal or 

Italy wou ld, In all probability, be followed ~J tboao or J.uotrla , Bungary, 

TUrtoy , pooo lbly Sulgarla and Groooo . 

Tho oonooquonot would bt a return to the old oyotom of alllanceo. 
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Vieuall•lng the posa!bllity, I taly ie proceeding to l ay the ground• 

wor~ tor poas!ble alllancea. She has cnintained close relations with 

utrma.ny . She has aufllllent ed oordlal relations wl\h 'l'urkey, Ruaeia and 

Greece an~ hoe been Instrumental In osaieting them to oloeer cooperation, 

between eacb Other an~ with the:a individually and Bulgaria. Jhe baa atrtngth­

ened her tiea wit h Auetria and Hungary , both politically and eoonom icnlly. 

1ht r esult is that Italy ia in a position to aurround the Little 

EDtente. Gtr!ll3ny , Auatria, HUD(~ry and Italy on the ttest; Grttce , Albania 

and 'l'urkey on the aouth; Bulgaria and the Slack Sea on the eaet; and Ruesla 

on the north , pro~!dtd they wert coordinating, would ef~ectually surround 

the Little Entente ond Polon.t and mlf\ht render 1t more a <lv!uable for t hem, 

ln clrc:urutances short ot war , t.o c:ooptrate \tith the '"'East ern Sloe" - eoat 

ot the Rhine - rathc thnn ·.n th ··'rnnce. In ease or nar t he)' c ould b e 

over-rtm. 

'l'ho sL'Ot alllane t '"'~ld cut :>ranee ••"<< froc l.or Lil tle I:Dttate by 

dra•.•lng 11 ltra! 'lfi t line no1·th and south - Gerll"(lny , Auatriu , Italy , 

In <11plo01ltlc mo•~ts It olgb t leave Prance dono, to rae t world. opinion 

It she blocke.t dlsar.,a ·ent and reconstruction of tl.e Lea~t . 

ln •.vM it '.1./All J crtuse r'ranoe to race tJerm!Uly tlDd IttJ.~, \11th the atrong 

probab!l l t, or air aaa! Jtance tro~ Ruaalo • 

The ..,oeunra oenterln ~ ln Rome len<! me unmlatakobly \o the oplulon 

that ltal,y Ia -

11 'l'rylog, sincere~• . to rel'orn the League for l'dOOei"ul purpoaea; 

2) l.aj1n~; the baala tor extenol.•o , eno!rclin!" al11ancts for 

poao!bl t d.tttlopment ID oaae ~anue block& either <llaar=ament or rofor m or 

the League - and they or·e l nurllrllble. 
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!he poe h ion or !:n l.mJ I# en! "Cl<<llo . l!er petit ion In cant th e 

League fallo lo w • .cn,.m her~ 1111 her )l<l:tar Ia c11eoounted I n I t a ll u 

o lroleo . ~hey rotl t ho Brit Ish &opl re 11 l oe1ng oohulon; t hat oen­

trltu~l rorceo are ut ••r~: that tho growing 1ndepenclonce 01 the do~lnlono 
dttraota !ro:n t he oentral!leJ power or D>gl und ; l hnt tno:;lsnd woul d 

pr obably ta-<e sldiO with the gr o.~p OpPOaed, tun.lar.le.olllll~· .ozHI I n the l on,; 

run , to axoe•s1 ve &rlll.!lmlnt in l~urope . 

Or course Ho l;t does not forget who controlt •he t.!ec11t erranean <Ul'­

btr oltpenutll08 QD free ingron and l!ll'IIS • !lUI her Opinion Of l:nglant! 00 

a military powsr on the o ont lnonl lo decreas ing , 

the Jtl"ll:ln pl"Oposalar - 300 ,000 ::en , ,adequate armor , no or:enalve 

woapono , no flUS war f ar e o•· botll'b l nt.r planes , gradual allied rocluotion, 
lnsptot i on o~ ~a~torl ~s , a~d n?n-ahreoalon pacta with each contiguous 
n oi P'hbor - ••lth oonot l ono - "'i ll appul t o ItAly , I:nglnn.l, Itnl:1 ' • 

"all!u ," !'rBDCt .. 111 OpPOSe - and h or a l llea , 

It boo t ho oolo" or lncre~Jinn a.-mAMant 1DSieocl or deoreaalnc . It 

\Yill ta:Ce a lot or explalnlnt; to c nnviuco t he roan on the street It 1o 

"reJuot 1 on . "' 

tle·•erthe l eoa - Uer mo11:1 hao a .!!E.! qua~· some arlllllmont Is neo uaar:,o 
to satisfY her 11at1onal ael!- •·e ppact . fhe non- agreaa iou pac t a will lend 

auba l anoe to her professions or peac eful Int ent. And the program offor a 

a practical solution of the lmpast t In Europe. 

~e ED'{llsb t b:nic" i'rench go7orllr.llnt with Paul- Boacour , X.ls.thr , 

and Herriot could hold t he coun try i n li ne for occept ADOt . 

I t ahe does acc ept. O, ~. 

lf Franco and her al lieo c ontinue oppoo!t lon - the show Ia over . 
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o .. mony Rlll urm Wl:f\''011· '!bore will be no eupervilion illld no ogret~nt 

ot ~ lrlnd . P:r&:)C e ca.nnot At tack. It 11 t oo l at e, Oeronn;y i a a 

t ough nut t OdOif - tu>d. :>rnnce i<nowa 1t. Cbemloa l warfare would be tl>A 

result or invaa ion . I t •auld be a difficult t a ak indeed to pene t rate 

Germany , even on the pretext ot prevent!~ armar~nt . 

so, Whi le the GermAn propoaala :llOif l ook like n program for armaoent , 
it ia the baot European procluca today. It aeema the only practical s t ep 

to get aomelfhera on the r oad to nrmament reduction during t he next un 

year s . 

And H t t fall• - die armament and the LtN:Ue :llOif bot h be mtr.>Or ita 

ot t he paat. 

Ir you Cllil lead tha lf&y out - oona1der it . But , the polil ical 

peaaltiea of failura , oven of partial oucceaa, nre oevere • ao we hBVt 
learned. 

t'/1th k indes t regarcla a.nc.l btat "'iohes , 

'!'be Prui dan t 

'i:ht 71ll1t • House 

Wa eh1ngton, ~. c. 
/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W~INOTOH 

February 20, 1g34, 
~IVI.TE .'.ND C Sst 2111 

lo!DIORAIIWll F ROU '1llit I'RI:.Si i.J.i:.l'l' 

'rh1s is .f'o:r yoUl' e;yoo onl y . I 

do not think that anyono oloo ahould eH 

1 t. It io interest ins oven though tho:ro 

ma7 not ba an )'thins i n it . 

LETTER FROM BRECK LOllG At'OUT SITUATIOII 

Ill FRANCE. FEB . 7, 1934 . 

/ 
• • 

... 
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Dear l"ronk, 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

7, 1934 . ~ 

I would like to telk to you o tow oinutea about a \.....,. 

situation dovelop i JlG i n :O:Uropa "'llicl. =Y no. o:'lount to 

anythin ~ but 1vh1ch hos such poao1b1l1 t i es that it 1 s well 

worth koepinf" in nind and wntch1nc. I 8tl not aondins a 

deopa tch to t he Departucnt b •onuoe there nre no rnota . 

So I to.l::e this :teans o: Jri ll(· in · dir.actl~· to your atten­

tion n oituoti on which ~l dovclo, nnd ~ve ·i~e-spre~d 

conseq,uenoo3. 

There is a well defined novenent to restore the 

nonoroh;; i n !'ranee . Stril:es and r io t i ns i n Porio, 1vL1 ch 

have no11 spread to var i ous of •11e outl:;ill{; c1tios , <.re 

beinG carried on under the d irecti on of the ~CTION 

is the ro~nlist orson . There ere po$si bil it1es or a 

ilonnpnrtiot re,torot i on - which I discount . The other 

pos:~i bili ty ;s the r estor<..t ion or tho house or Orlecns­

Dourbon, no~ united i n tho person o r the Duke do Guise . 
. 

He 1a tho Pretender t o the throne of France . 

The President , 

The ./hi to P.ouse, 

,/ashin.::;ton. 

Ilia 
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His dau_-;htor i s .Fran~oise of Prance . She i::~ :::.arried t o 

Prince Chris~ophor of Greece whor-e nephew is the PretoLder 

to t ho t:1rone or Groeoo . Fro.nQoioe is a very cl over young 

,,o:.;an . She i s i L Ro::JB A!ld rror_. no. "e is inti. .ntely i . touch 

tti th d evolopnento i n Frunco . 

I kn0\7 he r vory well and have tallcod to her about this 

:-.nttct VOT:"J ·unrdedl!· o. several occasion:! . I:or brother is 

t he Count de Po.ri:; an~.; ua such i s the heir appnr cnt to t:.e 

Pretenucr to tho -"ran ch t: tronc . Uottover , he io · .. all J:no1m 

to be an illoriti...Jlte oon und therefore 1:: no• c •!".!:1 ere' b!' 

oircleo nl.ich uro bac k i v· tho ro:;ul1st cauoe , to be eligible. 

He baa his hoad<;unrtoro in Druosele. Frun<Vo1.;e 'as u oister 

10ho -1·rie~ t·, !Ju~c • noc ;;c. . .re ill the ooc o ~ i r lir.e ;o t; e 

r.;u-ono of I to.l. . ri1o Cr01.n Pr i n ce in Ital.:t 1e not o.t all r;ell 

l ikecl o.nu has tllldc r cr,o.rlco critical of tho Duce . Ho is pre ­

s~.nbl~ not i favor wi th the Yaso i et c hi efo and c ertainly is 

not popular vt i1tl the pooplo of !tall' . On the other hund, the 

D-.ll:e u 'Aostu 18 on i n t:IJ .a tely cord ial roleti no 111 th the 

Fascist officio.ls and ie the cost popular or o.ll the ti·ures 

i n connect i on w1 th tho ro;;ol f Otlily . 

Because or the st1o1a attached to the brother or Fran~oise 

a nd naturally the od1u::! i n much bel aother wou l d be hold by 

the lec;i tir.lists, 1 t is qui to poss ib le that oho n iGht figure 

i n tho picture r ather than her brother and rather than hor 

rather 
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father, who ia hillnelt' tho actual Pretender . She ts 

shrewd, careful , well educuted , i ntellisont and pol1tioally­

t.1ndod . She hue conducted hex oolf very wall in Ro;ae where 

she has been hivcn tho royal r a nk. 

The situa"ion in which 'Tnnce fiLds itself tod&~ is 

lendi n.3 itself to tho t'urth<>ranoe ot' the royalist echel:les. 

There i s i ntonuo diaeat i sfliotion 1'11 th the Government there . 

In fact i t <;oes further . There io 11i de- spread discontent 

wi tb tl1e parl11Wentan· s:·stc.l . This is fostered of course 

by the royaliste and a l so by the oo!C..unists, but it is beine 

helped by the idea of Fasoim •, which v..os sene ardent supper­

tel·:~ in Fr ance . 'fho theory or a conarchy is not rnr re:~oved 

fron the dictatorial pri nciple or rovernnent so prevalent in 

:::.'urope . In both s •·otc=s po';'lor is concentrated and alLost 

absolute . In one, it is tr:monitted b:· he1·ed1ty . ThO other 

lu'cko thllt elcnont . But bo121 represent a h1e:;h concentration 

or power in tho hands of &n individual . The continent of 

Europe is pretty well co~itted 'o that idea for the ti ~ 

boi ne . Vi de Russ i a, the Palkan sta tes, Cercany, Austria 

and I t aly . 

\/hen people attai n a nervous p i tch, somewhat core ex­

asser a t ed than actually e xiots in J'rance toda,y , and labor 

under 
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under the 1l:lpre:usion that U!oy are agai Mt a principle of 

govorn.'llont or ao:;ainst a set of mon 11bo symbolize in their 

n1n<!.s a princi ple or covcrnr.ort, they are opt to run orr 

at any tan ·ont. The French ure notoriousl:• and historically 

that nay . There 11as the Revolut i on of l7o9 , the Triu"v1rate, 

Hapoleon, the Ropublio, tho Restoration , another Republi c, 

anotner revolut i on , ~~d nor. the Third Republic . They are 

not oo-X~i tted to any row or ·overnnon t . They are exoi table , 

e:.totional and possessed of grout po~;or un<ler the influence 

of tlllSS psyoholo~y . If the~· i n crenae their nervous ton a i on 

thez·e c i ·ht easill' be an oppoaition to the present -overru::.ent 

carried on by various elenents l~hioh in thonselvos o.ro in­

co!:tpatible except in thei:- opposi tion but 1 r.ich would result 

1n tho adoption of one or the ethel· of tllo ideuo l.eld by 

those te!'lporaril~ 1n oppoait i on to tho existin.~ roverntlen t . 

It .:~ i jlt core enoU. be, nnd .IUch nore easily, a restorat i on 

or tl~ monarchY thnn the revival of the nonnpartiets or an 

accessi on to po,or or co~unisc . 

Eut there are several other el~ento, ~hich i ndicate that 

sooo persona in the ~overnnent itself ore parti es to tho possi­

bilities or a restorat i on . Chi appe 1\o.a just been di~iased 

ao Chief of Police . :us na:1e bas been oosooi nted with the 

r es torn tion 
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reoto:rtlt i on 1:10ve::1ent . !lis disni ::s a l no doubt rrus partl,· 

responai ble ror t;,e i noreoseu tw.nirestot i on.o or riotinc . 

Last nil':ht the:; "l":'ere wo so t:.an at an:; othe r t ine . l:e 

hao doolined to ·o to the zolonics an" con t i nuea i n '"'ranee, 

w' ere i n spite of h i s di sniosnl he has ~ny political and 

offi cial connect i ons . 

Our f r iend Tardi ou has l ost so:to of h i s political 

pot;or and io not no·· con<~i• e ·e to be on " o • the l caC:ers 

or Fre>lOh politica l thou ~ t but t!:e t';.ct is that he lost 

it beoaua he decline"' w cooperate u i tl his successors 

i n off ice and bas been oonoiuore<. to be scnothin,~ of an 

opportunillt and playin; i1i th the royalists . 

Our friend Charlea do Chn.'lbrun i s the C"rcnoh :.r.bassn<lor 

in Ro~e . He is leav1n tor i -ht for Paris . r~ is a .e~ber 

or the : i nc i nnati . ·e even ~oars hi s Ci ncinnati oednl on 

hia uni fom \"/he n t ho~· weur oedals . The Ci ncinnati c. re con­

sidered to be part of tho r o;alist Group , a t least snonGst 

the unt1-parli~entnry clements , i n Pari s . ~tey a r e dis­

t i nctly or the ri&bt - or tho oxtre:te ri ~l~t - and !.eve 

g iven reason to be suspected or bei n- sycpathetic to a 

resto rotion . /bother de Chu:Jbrun parto.J•es o" the poll tic~l 

theories or h1 s colleague a i n Pa::'is, I do not l:nou . !!on­

over, hiS has now as a houoa r.uest for 1"/ho::t Ito ·:ave a b i g 

di ru:er 
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<.inner the other ni ,. t, ~:arquir de la Ferronnn"•s, who is a 

royalist co~ber of the Chamber or Doputieo . Fran~oioe was 

at the l!bbooey that ni-.;l•t and so:::~ething must have trannpired 

there becauae to one or t~ of her inttcAtos she Qanifeste~ 

areat exoi toJ,,ont and perturbation and loft the DUbaooy under 

u considerable enotio~l strain as soon ea she could politel~ 

end courteously do so , thou,:h not as soon as she wonted to 

do so . 

I bri ns de Cbll!:lbrun i nto t..'t1:: picture only on suspi c i on. 

But 1f he i s in i t , no doubt hie tro brothers ore in it ; the 

l!orqui s ill a mecber or the French Sennte and ono or its in­

fluential mcnbers ; tho other brother, as you know, i s a general 

i n the amy . 

The Pri ncess Fr unqoise and the r oyaliats generally l ack 

money . It i o harO to sec how they could f i nance o coup . I 

have stron~ reasons to suspect - though this i s all a fabri­

cation or conjecture and thin tilnment - that a man by the 

noDe or~. who is the reproaentotivo in R~ of J .P. 

Uorsan and who has access to all the f i noncinl circles i n 

Europe, is act i ng with Franqoioo and within her entire con­

fidence . Inc oorally certain or the lest atat~e t. ·.~at 

hie funct i on i s - I oan only ase~o t l at it i s a s a 1'1nano1al 

agent in addition to be in6 a cl ooe peroonnl friend . That 

t:or gnn could be brou,..ht i n to such a oovo;..ont, I seri ously 

doub t , 
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doubt, but his French banki nG connections niS)lt find it to 

their political advantBge to be on the inside of B movement 

1t they had any idea that it was :;o1n- -r;o succeed . 

Furtui has aaoeas to the Itali an author1 tie:~ . "'he 

Italian authorities have been very courteous , to say the 

least, to :i'ran<;oisc . I tal~· l oolts w1 th l' reve apprehensi on 

upon the oontinuBnoc or Bn unsettled situation in France . 

France 0 1..11 make no coJ.ui tuento . l!obody oun speo.lc tor her . 

~lith France in the sho.doll or e political revolution, the 

hand or GottlD.ny is strengthened Bnd tho delicate si tun t i on 

in AustriB bocomee more acute because Ituly cannot rol; 

upon :?renoh aid in preventin.s Anschluss or even a I"ez 1 

coup •,1i til oomo Germnn assistance . So that the lack or res­

ponsibility in the French Government - or uhet &oos by that 

naae - is upsettinG the picture and the balance i n ~pe 

and it is a mn tter o t ser1 ous concern to Italy. Consequer.tll' 

Italy ':JOuld be Glad to see som thins happen i n France ':lhioh 

t;Ould put the sovermont i n control o~ a definite sroup who 

could speak for Franco and could re- enter European politics 

on the side of I taly . There i s abo t he woll-kno~m thoue;ht 

that Lussolini would l~e to see dictatorial governments 

throughout Europe . 

Given 
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Given these elenonts, you have this pooei bility - t hat 

Italy, under cover wnd ~ithout sho>.iDG her hand, wou l ' give 

so 'e clandestine suppo1•t to the cause of Fran oise whose own 

Gioter mi ;llt easily coon beco"lo the .ueon of Italy. Fran­

c;o ise and her orond liOul d bo willinG to nake any concession . 

They wout t he trrone . They would accept o. dicto.tor under 

thoo end theuselvoc retain tho n~inal funct i on or soverei~nty . 

If i:usool i n i could :find i r Fro.noe a satist'octor~ person to 

cooperate wi tb hii:I and Fronc;oise would accept - an• I no doul:.t 

she ooul ' - Itsl.y ~t:;tt be very (;lad to >·elp in such wa;•s as 

she could, even :t'innncio.ll y-farticularly in vie11 or the 

ruct that the Fascict Gr and Council has authority under the 

I talian a~·ste:n. a: go·ternrncnt to pass upon tho succession to 

the t'lrono end to veto the accessi on or the lleir Apparent . 

The Ii'oscist Gr and Cow oil 1S t.:uss ol1ni ' o oouth- piece . Sir.ce 

they do not like the Prince of Piedmont , the Crown Pri nce, 

aud do like the next i n line, his cousin the Puko or Aosto , 

they rni gllt easily exercille t hei r por1er end declare hitl kine 

when this one di es . Then Frcnqoise•s s ister nould be on 

t~e throne or Itol~ and if ?ranqoise or tor fat'er or even 

her ~ro.•er were on t~e throne of France, e~cl o~ th~ render­

in, authority to a dictator to exercise runct i s or state 

i n their llllllle , 1 t would be a developncnt 111 ioh would be ver:• 

plecsinc 



/ 

- 0 -

plea sin , ;o It<J.l.y no doubt . 

llou r~uoh o ~ tl 1 ... you uill be"r fro 0 4 ter 1 luoes 

! doll ' t ..-to . I .n 10 tr..; ~o fir: ~ 1. . I cannot "::"rite 

:..uu. it, uor c-.~u I .J.k to unybo~::; here - except >ossibly 

to Frunqo1Go hcrsolr . It ts not a ll:a t ter one coul d tall~ 

uoout 1tll the no. e1 o o~ tl:e Fascist Covorn.lent or 111. th 

an. other olonent 1. no~::e . Tit ere arc ver~· fe;1 poople i n 

.;ashin,;ton 11ho ou<ht to !mow t tat I h1.VO wr i tten cuoh e 

letter . ut t he poltttc~l poss i biliti gs or the z i tuation 

ure so intereetin~, und tLo tovm.ents in ~ronco uro so 

corroborative of ~ oyopic i ono that I fool there i s soue 

aubst<C".Ov to ~· 1 tu i t i ve sen so . It all IID!' cono t o noth-

i 't...: . However, nh ilo tho olo:.onts are >efore our e: co 

und sono or than 1/0l"kin~ , I tlltnlc it to tho par t or 1.i s do;:~ 

~ watch it, and I br i n ~ it to Y"Ur a ttention Just so t :.at 

it nill be sa:tEr.l' .ere i n tho bu·!l~ of y •ur ~ead . You have 

enough thin.ffs to t70l'r:Y you at hone but this won 1 t worry . 

A polo.:;! eo a t;ain for tho le!l<'th o r this, but 1 t did: 1 t 

aeeo possibl e to Jllke it ouch shorter . 

l.ith ovory good trish and expressi ona of offoot i onute 

and respectful r~sur , I an 

o as ever, c 
~~'7 
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UllAOV.NDW FOrt Tlll: SP;CR.."f "' Ot JT .;~; , 

:totorring to tll.02, >I •Y 231 rroo~ 

Lon& in flo'>n 1 WM t. WOUld yoU t.MI ot Q;Y 

a<J.nv Colonel 1ranl: Knox to o:.e to •• e 

• nen he c ~o3 t- c;..: to Ctl 1 oowt.r7 

~n I t:-· to draw 'W> out about hl a tr1~7 

F. ~.R. 

Co_lonol Frank Knox of Chicneo Dn11y IIQUl nod 
North Amer ienn Netspa~Synldlcate hae recently 

• been to Ro;oe . Le..,.ns hat oSjoctive of ltl.a visit 
... a to g~tller MJrunitlon rroa the ille•o<l fllilure 
of Fascist rel'iloe to uso ln no •soaper o<l1 torlals 
and press articles as argu:oonu an.iJut the~ 

. -
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/ DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

June 9 , 19J4. 

Returned t o the Pre31-

dent by the Secretary of State . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS HING TON 

Jun~ 8, 1.!.5-1 . 

@I !Z£1! 

IJ&.IOILWDU~ ~IJ!t: 

Please read onelosod and return to mo . 

t .n.R. 

J1.b:f ~ll-r -­
)fv~ 
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l.!y lt • r Chit! 1 

I c abltcl y ou to !,q 'lou t Col oool i'raDlt lOJox• a a c thH h a 1D Rome. 

1 was advletd In .J.u v o ?:.fl ~anc e b;l ODt of rrv !rh ncla wh o 1a In t ho 

Press here t h~ t he h:l<l l •o•l s everal l ong tnllca 1'11\h Col oDtl !()lox oncl 

th ' t he hd1 lin,\ al so several l ong tallca with lUohnrcl oir.sh~.urn c:.ild. 
os· oou:-oe I write you ID all t he onnfl clence ~•ioh In your duorotlon 

you • • • ! It t o respec t . I do not like to wr l t o t he name ot rrv 
iot ormant , bt03USo i t ~ ht react ag3l~st hta. 

lOJox 11 do!lnit ely oppo3ed to your o<blnio lra t i on and l c a ee kl ng 

r~~:~ttrlnl to provide .... ~1Jt8 .thlcb 1111 unlle rmloo public coufi dtneo 

iD theM· J , A· ;he~ hor his !ora.r c onnt c t l ono aDd person~l oont~cta 

.dt h nr . Hearst hnvo aD:t bear i ng upon h h present i nc l lrJuliou was tlLO 

aUb j eOt O! apt OUl &ti OD htrt . ':'he a1un1f1c3Dt r:u-t Of it , hO\Oever , Ia 

tho t he hod ae·lf r :ll tsl.ca •lth .:bild, ond my ln !oma.t~t tells .,. I.e 

ot"ferau Child $1000 each fo,. nrtlolu to be wrHten for the !fort h 

J.:,tr ica.a !<e:upaper .1Dioo earr ylog out Y.Dox •a l deoa . It 11 .llao 

lll>der s toocl t ha t Child baa ACc epted ll:t ass i ;:: .. .,eal . I di d not liko 

t o na:ne Child In my tel 1:rum, anti. I htVt • h ealtonc¥ Ia wrltiQB even 

to .,ou ou t 'Uo •ub,.ea ~ , b~t I <CD0\1 th'\t you "'ill not tllsUIICI.era ~l\lld 

.... ;ll'l nll ~, .,...ctnu ~h• poaullar po a lt10Il i n .. l oh I f!Dd 1\{St lt . 
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but 3S us\1111 In 11 ,.~ner 11·<• t his r.>;r l oyalty ruHI lllleg11lllO t 

knowfo on l:~ 0111 diuotion . You ore not onl:• l he head or m;: 

Gove>:-nment , but :rou o.rt t he chief or nv Pnr t y , and ey devotion 

to eneil 1s life-l ong llllu or the uuooot s incerity . VDclt r t hoao 

circ=ltances I fttl lho t I s hould tell ;{OU thnt Child A!'J'&I'tntly 

h usbft the •i!a l t he m ote t o I t n 4· to ge t = terlal vbich Ji ll 

br ing hl.o somo ptcJnillr.: profit and :Yhich wil l bt dlrtctecl , 

probabl:r n?t openl:; , •trolnst the oper:1tionn or tbe If , R. A. 

Child •a• per f ectly ,.,.itn<ll~· to you in !J1o c onversaUons 

with..., , ll:f i n forl!l4t lon nw.:r 0., entirely ITODIJ· uy ln!ormtwt 

m.o,y be IYl:'Ong . Bu t ht Ia ouch a careful person untl 1a so .'lt ll 

t rained in mutters of t hh l<ind and the circumstance u or 1,1e 

C l'}tlVe t'.9:1 ti0"1 s with them · 'Itt on such an informal b:a.a1a , !'or =1 

lnfOn:wJt o<D0'1S t ach Or thtut gtn tltl!1eD Tell , tha t tl:t =tltr 

=•t rest In ey mlnd 1D tht st11tus that the burdon 1e on tho 

other al.!e to Jlaprove tho c orrectness of t be iurorcnUon . 

?rom ;~our point or vio11 1t 1!1':/ bt Jus t another one or 

t h031 dt•,tlopmtnta wit h .m l ch :rou nre c onston t ly !no tel . Ho·n vor , 

t"l"om t h is point or vie 1 it ls \ he onl;l real a leu or OPJ>OOi t l on 

lo :~ou or \ o :rol.D• Rclfli nlo t r a t ion which baa come t o "''I a t \Oil lion , 

I , 



':ht Pros llient 

At tJJl;J rate I ! ttl thst I ahould luy the lllllttor bt f oro you 
tor the atttnt lon or ""ch of ;;o"J1' entourage aa you thlnlt ehould 
kno• it but ~ith the txpre&aed ho~e that :;ou will bt able t o 
pr eutJ·vo tho ocnfldtn t1nl nnture of tho OOI!li':Wll<::> t lon . 

Tht Presill.tnt 

Tht .l'hl tt Reust 

.iuhlnJton , D. c . 

elful r egar<lt , 
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THE UNDER S EC R ETA RY OF' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 34, 1934. 
, r #. ... 

(1ft 

.;~ r 

1~y dear l~r . President : 

I n aocordanoe with Ambassador Long ' s 

request , I am bringing this confi dent ial 

cable from hi m to your p ersonal a t tention . 

I have also sent a copy of it to 

Secretary V!allece . 

Fa thfully yours, 

z~&Jirr 
Enclosure. 

The Pr esident, 

The Whi t e House . 



J'RO:W: 
DATED: 
No. 

PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM 

AMERICAN Al.!BASSADOR AT ROMJ:. 
October 22, 1 p.m. 
235 

This message is confidential for t he President, 

the secretary of State and Ur . Sayre. 

I ~ using this means to bring directly to your at­

tention a situation whiOh seriously threatens the export of 

cotton from the United States to I taly. A substitute bas 

been discovered which they believe to be, and which at the 

present time seems to me to have all the evidences of being, 

serviceable as a substitute . A process has been discovered 

by them and they have built a machine wh ich i nterrupts t he pro­

ce ss of the manufacture of cellulose i nto r ayon at a certain 

point and transfers the substance to the new machine and con­

tinues a new secret pr ocess which will give a substance which 

is being used by them as a substitute for cotton . Two million 

seven hundred thousand kilos of this substance per month are 

being made by t hem today. and in this way they are per mitted 

to sell it at six lire per kilo. The cost of cotton t o 

them, laid down in Uilan, is four lire a kilo. They are 

selling this substance at a price which permits them to 

amor tize their investment in t he maohine, i n spite of the 

fact that i t oan be produced today a t a coet cheaper t han cotton. 
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After the next six months with quantity production they 
expeot to be able to sell it cheaper than cotton in Milan. 

Through the commer c i al Attache I have obtai ned 
samples of the finished product of t he ootton substitute 
and samples of the cloth they make from it , mixed Wi t h 
cotton or with wool or with other materials and am sending 
t hem by the next pouch to you. 

In view of this situation it is very probable that 
I t aly oan reduce her cotton purchases from the United 
States by 50~ wit hin two years . I have been informed 
that a dec r ee will probably be issued about January let 
by the authorities whioh will require t he use of 10~ of 
this new material in the manufacture of cotton goods; 
thereafter Within a few months it will be increased to ~; 
and within a few months thereafter to 30~. 

Plans are bei ng made by them to enter upon a large 
scale production and have inquiries from Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, sweden, Spai n, Belgium, Holland and SWit zerland 
for the establishment of plants in those oountriee to be 
equipped with the I talian machine for the manufacture of 
this substance ther e . An enormous i nroad upon the cot ton 
export trade of the United Statee would be the resul t of this. 

The ooet of changi ng t he equipment of cotton mille 
woul d be eliminated as this material 11 so produced that it 
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/ can be uaed in any cotton textile machine without change of 

machinery. 

The following is a brief review of t he history of Italy 

as a purchaser: Italy imports more from the United States 

than from any other country; 60~ of those import s, by value, 

are cotton; 153,000 metric tons of cotton are bought by Italy 

from t he United States annually; she has a huge adverse trade 

balance with t he United States, running about two to one 

againet her . Her objective at the present time is to cut 

down imports and save the necessity of exporting gold. 

She has directed naturally her attention for some time to 

t he largest item of her purchases. The political authorities 

and the manufacturers of Italy are now eatiefied that they 

can eliminate a very large part of their purchases of cotton. 

I draw your attention, ae a predicate for this, to their 

monetary policy and the faot that Italy is definitely co~itted 

to the gold standard and firm in the belief that t he countries 

which have an adequate supply of gold will be in the strongest 

positions after the world orieie has passed. It is believed 

by its officers that such countries will then have a mora 

stable monetary system at home, bet ter credit abroad and a 

l arger share of world trade and tbat they will consequently 

surpass t he other countries in prosperity and security. 

Therefore, they are not only definitely committed to the 

gold standard, but also to the conservation at all coat of 

the gold they have and to policies which will increase their 



supply. Their gold reserve, according to recent hietory, 
hae in the la.t nine monthe decreased eleven billion eixty­
nine million lir•, ie no• about 43~ o! coverage !or circu­
lation and eight obligations combined and is approaching 
the legal minimua requirement of forty per oent, 

Italy has in her major imports !or some years !ol-
lowed the policy o! reetricting imports. In this con-
nection I refer you to the etatietice recently eubmitte4 
in my r epor t on proposed reciprocal trade agreemen t with 
Italy to show to what extent ehe has decreaeed her pur­
chaaee in the United 8tatee o! ooal, wheat, oil and autome­
bilee. Because o! the !aot that it is the largest item 
ot their enormoue trade de!ici t on their balance with the 
United eta tee they are more determined in t h e matter o! 
cotton t han they were in other primary requiremente. 

Very heawy purchaeee of cotton in the American market 
is the cause of part of the loee by Italy of gold in the 
last eix we eke. I have received this information !roa a 
highly confidential and authentic eource. 8uppl1ee of 
cotton in the United 8tatee are being laid up by thea, tor 
which they are expending gold with the idea of eetabl1eh1ng 
a large reserve in cotton to last them through a period of 
tranei t1on. they Will eoon, in my opinion, ceaee their 
purchaeee o! cotton and will probably put a quota or eo•e 
other restrictive trade device upon the importation o! it 
and will ieeue permite to themeelvee only !or the cotton 
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which they have already bought. Thie bringe to the fore-
front a matter of extreme importance, not only for our 
ordinary export trade, but for t he effect it may have upon 
the cotton growing etatee and upon our general recovery 
program. Tbie threat appliee to other European etatee 
which oan be equipped with the new Italian machine and oan 
in thie way produce the eubstitute for ootton at a price far 
cheaper than they can buy the real article from the United 
States, ae well ae to the importation by Italy from Amerioa.l 

Tbie situation ie causing me seriue oonoern and 
I refer you, ae a backgroUDd for thie telegram, tp page three 
of deepatoh No. 728 of September 27; to the article on cotton 
in section three of despatch l o. 737 of October ad; to the 
enclosure to my despatch No. 741 of October 4th; and &leo, 
with the President ' • permieeion, to a personal letter to him 
on the eame subject under date of October 12, which s hould 
be received by hia about now. 

Because of the fact that thie prooeee baa developed 
here to the extent to which it hae, the euggeetione made in 
that letter are probably not now applicable. Tbe prooeee 
hae been very carefully guarded and kept in the nature of a 
stat e s eoret and, although there have been rumors concerning 
it , until the preaent tiae there baa been no definite inform&-
tion . l evertbeleee, I am still of the opinion that the 
euggaetione aade therein might have eome ameliorating effeot 

upon the hard and fut eoonomio policy whi oh they are putting 
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into effec t concerning t he United Statee. 

The trade balance may very easily run against the United 
Btatea it Italy can succeed i n eliminating fifty per cent 
ot her cot ton i mports in the next two years . They have 

• told our CoiD!IIeroial Attache with perfect confidence t hat they 
can u8e a8 muoh a8 ~of the 1Ub8titute with l~ of cotton 
end make a suitable material. The mat•riale which I am 
s ending to you in t he pouch are 5~ cotton and 5~ substitute. 

LO:IG. 
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1(1 dear Chief 1 

I will lrf to q1ve you a picture ot the appeoranoe ot EUropean 

politico t~ - a1DOe the Rome conference, the SaAr plebiac1te, 

and the London conference. 

~1le I doobt 1! it 1s reduced to writing, I get t he icpreoaion 

that the ltalo-.7ench accord amounta practically to an alliance. 

!his is eubJect to r evieion and rectification 1n aw thoueht, depending 

upon later dovelo~nto. But the attitude ot the Itali~s toward 

the Frenoh ~d the oontidenoe w1 th which they loolc toward un1t1e<l 

action in oaee ot Ger~ aggreeoion leads me definitely to tho 

belief that the principal buaineao - aa yet undiecloee<l - of tho 

IIU&aol1n1-Laval oonveren tiona -• to aup. Franca and Italy againat 

what they probably ll<piCt 1n the fonD of CerC>811 &88l'IUiOn. 

They all teal that t he Saar plebiscite baa acted •• a big 

drink ot SchDqpe to the a.r-• and that Ritler will be emboldened 

now to pureue hia Pul GeriiiiDiC ideaa into the !1114.1 or former 

Gerlllall tarr1torill and Auatria, !bey <~~"e convinced that Glri'IIIID)' 

ia very wall equipPe<l tor war but not J t t prepared to take the 

OpeD .,.,.tare. .. .. rthele81 , t h17 Ill& IIIOl'e C ODfident 0! their 
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ettorta and aeam to plaoe great reliance upon the accord with Praoce. 

The Lonclon c cmver enUone seem to huve la1cl the billie tor COC!IIIOD 

.cHon againot GerOI&Df in which EDglO!Id woul<.l part1o1pute , tllo\18tl 

it baa not bean - aa tar aa I can aacertain - i n any aenee reclucecl 

to wri t ing or into the exaotneea ot a det1n1te underetnnd1ng. How­

ever , t he gr~~th ot air torcee in Europe baa brought England t o t he 

real1ant1on that the Channel no longer eoparntee her !rom the 

continent , ancl aa Sir ~ic Dr~ond aa1d to ""• and aa reported ln 

~ recent telegr3m on the subject, he could uot sea that a Government 

ooul<l dlatluguleh between one ltlncl of wartnre and another an<l thut 

enguge~nt to participate in one wae tantamouot to being involved 

in " general struggle. so that on thnt buala Englancl seems to be 

no·• expected to participate on t he aide or Itnly and France and 

aga1nat a poea1ble aggreae1ve oove on the part of Oercany. And the 

Germane are alwllfa ao "dWIIb" in their roaoeuvera that 1t ·noul d be 

comparatively easy to cona true ~ incident aa ~vlng been brought 

about by ~ermany. 

What i s atr1t1ng in the ~ole thing la tbut L~aol1n1 appeare 

tor the time being to have abandoned his role aa lllld1ntor. !be 

change of heart probably datal, if it aotuelly exlata , to the 

reaction following the B1tlar-UU.eol1Di ooaveraatlone l nat summer 

1'll!l4diately after wh1oh BlUer oolllllltted hie barbaroue ac t l91UII 

1n Gemany and ottended the Ita lian aenae Of propriety. At an;y 

rate , tor the time being UU.eol1n1 eeeca to have lined himeelt 
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definital1 against Gcre&Dy and to have Made what aoouata to an 

alllaDOe with Pr&DOe wltb tho probable aonexation of military 

auppO!'t from En~land , 

But tho moat rooar~blo port of it trom ~ point or view ia 

that it io aimply a c ontinuation of F!'eneh Continental policy. 

her a.lDea the •var Fl'nnee h.~s tr1td to onoiroll Ocr~. SJ>e ~t 

Poland; abe ~t the Little Entente; abe got Ruaaia; and she had 

the ai(UIPathetio aotl'rity fl"om time to title of Italy and Auatria, 

but tba elrclo -• not cloaacl. However , the obJect or ?ra~~ce wu 

to encircle Germany. Tba preaent situation aeema to enc i rcle Otl"mnny -

aboolutely. So that it aeoma to be not a dip1Dm4tic viot ory rol" 

I taly but to reflect conaiclel"Bble oredit upon tho dexterous 

t~~anagoment b;r Fl'anoa of both hal;r and Engl and. 

Row it ia all up to U...mnny. Tho morni~ preoe i odicatea tha t 

Germany ' s demands will contemplat e 3000 airplanes na rormlng a 

bull of an alr equality. 'rhia wollld s1mpl1 be 1Dd1cat1ve ot t he 

other de~da to be made in the form of other equipment. There 

ie neither hope nor di smay over t he proapact of tho anower Which 

will e•entlUllly caae trooo Gtl'lllaDf • \'hq attm to be aathfled that 

Whichever ~ Gel"many anewars the result will be the same, except 

that 1t will 1Deure p..ce without a 'Rl' 1f Gcrl!laDf abould hon .. tly 

Join the ~tanta of the three waatern powtro. I dDubt, however , ir 

~one will plaoa an7 great oontidanco ln Gar~'• daclnra t1ou to 

the attaot that ohe would lite to oont1JN.o on tr1endl7 and peaoetul 



J 

flit Preail!ent Yabruary 8, 1935· 

tan. with har Dtl!lllbora. Sha 1a auapectad lllce a walt, aD<l her 

1nteDtiona are oonaic1ere4 to bt about aa peaoetul aa wert the acta 

which history rtacrdl of Att1la. 

ftla l.lllpcrtact deoente , u I au 1t now, art tirat, what 

..ouDta practically t o ao ltalo-Pranch allionca1 aecoDcl , the 

tignif ied willingness of Englo»d to Joiol third, the delay at tendJog 

OermaQy'a annoUDCament of a will ingntaa to oouaidt r cooperat ion; 

and fourt h, t ho r ing t hat baa been draWD arouud G<tr!:l&JIY . 

!he fai lure of Germhny to agree will reault in a r uoe tor 

ar~nt, and it it ~real beliat t hat the Ital1aos wil l not 

etart f r om behind acratch. ~ information ia thnt their e t etl 

t actorlet are worldng over-tlme . 

Coooeoted ~tltb t bla tho\.¥tht and the probability or preparation 

t or W&l' on a aonaicltrabl e acalt 1a the tact that when the bond 
(.t.:.t ~ ~) 

haue in Italy wea propoaed for aubacri pt1on at the end of 
A 

wo•ambar lnat, it waa atated to be one ot tha obJeati•ea t o retire 

tha htmdred m1111ou trom airoulaUcm and to uu tho other b1ll1on 

and a halt to pay tho ~tory dtticit. ftlq did pq the 

budgetary detiait, aa appeare tr<a~ the atatti"4111U or the Bailie Of 

Italy, but they cUd nat ratlra tha htmc1rt4 a1ll1on from 

o1roulat1cm oor IIIJ aaouat trom o1roulat1on. At a ..,ttar ot 

taot, o1roulat1on baa rleen Juat a l ittle. They explained thie 

~ tayiog that there ware certain uoforeaatll item- wb1ob had to be 

cleared up. The nat result ie that tba ~taaury got fi•t hundred 

alll ioo lire t or eo.,. parpoee oow uD<11acloat c1. 
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It lila¥ be that part or It 1e ueed for equlpoent, aDd 1t m:xt 
be part of It Ia being used to advance the Abyaalnlan movemeut . 
R&Ddolph Harrison, our Third SeorotMry, huo a man servant wbo Ia 
a meaber or the militia. '1'h1o _., advhod him this morning that 
300 .,n and threo offi cora frOID h1o ow. contingent had been 
drafted to CO to hbyaalnla aod ~uld be paid 25 lire a 48¥ Instead 
or the ordinary 10 lire. ~ormoua euppllea ct barbed wlro , truoka, 
aod all that aort or thing continue to be aeot, one big ship load 
having aalled Just recentl¥ from napleo , na I woo advleed by the 
Consul General there t bla moro lng. ot oourae thla will be expen-
aha, and It mq ba that It will conaume the fin hUDdred 101ll1on 
lire In tueatlon without leaving~ for preparation tor l.lerLl3Jl1. 
And tr WUsool lo l roreoeea war In EUrope , I dDn't .uow what he ia 
thinldDg or In spending ao muoh money In • bysainla ao.l prer.&rlog 
to angus- In warrare there, unless he thinb 1t would be goOd 

' training for his men . Nover theleoo, the Abyaslolan oampol~ 
proceed• and the thought or event ual con!lio t with Germany contiouee . 

lD co:nsectlon with our oonveraatioo about a COIEIUI>icatlcn to 
xuaaol lol on the aubJeot of Abyeainla, may I auggeat that the 
altuat1on aeemo to have chunged a little bi t aloce the time you 
opolce . Since thou there ban b .. n Bthop1ao 81!1!1'11olODa agalnot the 
lr'raocb Whloh have beon ,,.11 advertloed In the l!)U'opeiiD proto IIDd 
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In .-hioh it 1a otatecl that mombero or the regular or~ 10ere 

mingl ed 1Tltb the Nomud tribesmen . And alao oilloe then the ltnliun 

pap!rs state tha t th o AmerlcLLD l!inhter - or Churgo d'Aftaireo-

has bND subJeote<l tO aomo miatr eatment an<l 1n<IJ!!111ty. Ill 

addition to thnt, the League or Nations is apparently not to ta~ 

up the subJect but b aa referred it baa~ for aett l emont between 

Italy m el Ab';aolnia. So that our nbaence - meclberahip in tha 1 

Lugue would not aorve ao a predicate. There woul<l remain only 

our intornt i n W>iveraal peace - but 1t does seem a long '"IY 

outside our bail1,.1o1t. !l'Owever, you ~<111 lena.• whl\t you Mlllt to dO 

and whatever you cleolde ln the premises , 1 will be happy to carry 

ou.~ . 

'>hlnj!e bllve been awfully hectic here aillce m:; return. 1 have 

hardly bad an opportW>ity to leave ~ deak, but 1 hope witbi.n the 

next wee~ I wil l be able to get a respite . 

Tho Pr etl dent 

!be \llb1 to HOUI C 

\hlh1DStOD , D. C. 
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!he A~aalnl&Q o.-pa l gD l e uppenooet iu Italiaa thQuRht for the 
... eut. 1 !lAve ttltsraphecl rather tllll,J and '"""'' t hat you hove 
aeon ~ report& of cltvelopaonte troa bert , but lt ie the larger 
u ptOta Of the tbiDg mioh &rl DOt 10 opp&rtDt ADd wb1oh I AI> DOt 
willing to reuuoo to 1or1tiog 110 oft1o1al cltopatob but Wblch 1Dtr1gue 
the imagioatloo &Qcl leacl to long-time cleducticoa aocl wbiob I wl ll 
at t .-pt to lay befor e you • al~• with tho thought t hat th17 are 
teutative oonc l u. iooe. 

I t bog1Ds to be aomewbat clear in ~ mind that tho coovoraa tiooa 
1D Ro• at the tl.mt of the vlo1t or I.<1val laid the hada fer a .. ey 
oloae oo~rat1oo between Prance aocl Italy, aa I auggeat ecl io ~ 
laat 1 otter W>cltr elate of tabruaey ll, aoclwhioh proc .. clocl to aD 

u t oot which, lo ~ mlod, pract1cal1J •ouota t o an alliance agaiDat 
Germany . But to get Italy oo tho ai clt or Prance in d i rect oppoeitioo 
t o v.r~ I tal,J had to be bought . Tho prloa waa tho aubJoc t ot the 
41aC"Utt10D lD IIOM o )'Or yt&rl - a iDCI t ht flar • 11&17 bacl bHD 
o~illlf t or 10441tlooal terrltOI'J i D A!r1oa, aocl l'raoct hacl taltea 
the poelt ioa t hat abe woulcl glu ber &OM. lJI IIDM abe 11141 out 
a clatcl t o tOM, but lt waa only a worthleaa l i t t l e at rip of aaacl 
to tho aout h of the aoutharD b011114ary of '•'1'1pol1. It really -=tecl 
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to nothing. It io or no praotionl .. luo , but it did oor•o to otraiGhteo 
out tho liDo or tho Ital ian trontior and to d.oflno it e~ootly aad to 
llrYI 01 aD actual (OY ID i f wortblooo) CODCOIOlOn OD tho port Of 
J'raaoo to tho doliiD.Dda or It•l.T· 

But in addition to thot , •~once hoe undoubtedly given her conaont 
to I talian poootratiOD ODd OCcupation of Ethiopia. EDglaDd hao, in~ 
opinion, not agreed but is cognl•ant or t he oltuntioo aad baa oorvod 
aotiee thot the d.iatrlct around Lake -lana auat not be 1ntert>ereJ with. 
Lal<t Tona 11 the aouroo of the Blue 111le, and the Er>glioh have l"rgt 
Ideas about control of tho flow of the Nile (J • .; . ,;bite and Coopany 
had somo ldnd or a contract with the &l>yaalnian UoYir=ent 11'blch hao 
never been executed to buil d a dam thero). ~t t ho EDglioh apparently 
aro maldng H eaa;( ror the Ab;(asin i aDs there and are pupnring publ1o 
opinion 1n England. nnd l>olatorlng the Italian hand by the nature 
or the Preoa articles which are publlahod in Uroat ~ltaio . ~. 

Jtr onch or e doing the aame thing \flth the Preoa and aro Clllldng 1t 
easier for tho Italiano. In addition to thut they ha•o agree ~ to 
aond ooae troops to Preach somali~d to reinforce tho1r garrloono 
thoro. ~his lo additional justifioatlon for tho Italiano. It hao 
been reported, but not oonflr~d, that two train loads or Prenoh 
troopo pasood throuah rlorenoo tblo wool< IIIOTiD~ aouth . ~. morning 
Proaa atatea orr1olally that rr&DOt is relnforc1ag ber ~rlaon 

thoro. M:.' landl ord., uount ~orromoo, who 1o an 1nd.uotr1al1at 
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ancl lh11 in J.11lu, told mo 711terde¥ thut h waa well Wlderetood 

i ll lllportaDt olrolea In J.lilu tho. t tho Prencb ware Pe¥1ng the bllla 
tor th e Italian military actl•lt7 • It io probable t hnt rat her t han 
gl • e ~p aJl1 t erri t or., ID Arrloa t he PreDOh ha•e decidad to aa~ a 

tlDODolal oontrl~t lon to permlt Ital7 to car•e lt o~t tor horoolt , 

I t.hiDI< tho PreDOh .Alllba .. ador hao inteDt1011ally trhcl to molead 

mo bJ eoodlng mo a opeolal meaooge to the otf eot that no mo•oment wno 
cont.-plated 1D ! trloo but tbot Itoly•a mo»ou.or wao for tho beootlt 
ot Germany. 1 dlacown thla a t a temont , 

1 oloo belle•• that tho Brltlob Aabassador lo looo than !rank wlt b 
,.., I bad a conuroat i on ''lith 111m l oot night ln 1'1hi ch he mlnlml&ed t he 

Whole mo•saont l n Abyoolalo and oBid that in hla cplnlon all that wao 
necooo&rJ wao tor tho Etbloploao to withdraw twonty mlleo DDd ootablloh 

a ae~trol aono; that tho Ital i ano had DO lntontlon or Jolnlag Eritrea 
wlth Somalllond atCWld back ot Brl t i oh and FroDob somaliluad; and 

that ho tolt that 20,000 to 25,000 troopo wo~lcl be all that Italy 
WOilld IID.l, 

Tlo happoa to I<Dow that tho I tallae Go•ot,.oDt bao boon b~lly 

oa-d iD tholr '-II Dlll<iog clopartmont preparing datallod mapa ot all 

ot Ethlopla. ~lo boo boon gaiQI! on alnoo laat ua;,. \Ill know that 

pith holmato and tropical oqlllpmoat ha•o boon m&Dilfactur od Ill ~oat 
quantlt ill ODd ""' oeiag turalobod tl'oopa ao thoy cloport. "G'e know that 
tho t.otorlu la J.lilu han boon wor lc iDif tor IIIODtbo de¥ and niRt>t 

•l<lDif all l<laclo ot .-anitlOD oacl oqlllpaoat oo woll oo t &Dko, 
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&lrpluea, bc8ba, tnJCia, and r:Mehl.ce gw:~e. 11o lcllo. that troa tho 

porto or 'i'ri ooto, Vonico , O.aoe, Loghon, llaploo, lli>el AIJOODI (11o 

think oleo trom 8ar1 ADd troa Br1nclio1) thoro hA•o boon continuing 

ohlpoonto ot aotoriol aDd aupp11oo. ~ lmOY that at lout 30, 000 

mon ha" botD aont awOJt rroa Italy. iVo lmow that there hn•e boon 

clratt a troa tho ailitar;r cloaaoo &a tor back no 1!193 (ono ao tor baoll: 

ao ltkl4 - t11ldDg hia 51 fOII't old) , ot opoc1al1ota in moch&Dico, 

motoroe , air, an<l medicine . We tCnow tho\ the l o.rse aectiona or the 

claoooo or 1909, 1910, 1912, eel 1913 ba• o boon clraftoel &Del practically 

all of tho claao of 1911. some ha•o been gi•en noticeo calling 

tb .. within t .. nty•four houro. I tal~u yesterclOJI to a m&a of t he 

cla .. or 1893 who wu in the 11ll1Uo &Dd ha. boon clra!toJ uel 1o 

now a captain in the regular ar~. Hil or4ero aro to ooil on the 18th. 

HO W&Dtoel 110 to ho" hill rolit"d tro .. clllt y OD the g>'Olmclo that ho 

was aa employee ot the ~rlo&D conaula te- whi ch I couldn'C• 

~ ailitat7 Attache 1o llbwilli ng to rio~ ID oa timato aa to tho 

""'"bor of """ Wbioh woulel bo jlat1tlo4 oo ID oxpocl1tiODat7 torco 

hoood on tho oupplioo which h11•o boon aont. Ho toolo thoro lo not 

ODOU8h opooitio 1ntormat1on. Howo•er , I 111 conocioua o! tho !oat that 

.. 11:1100 only .... .,. ·-11 port or ...... hoo &c tualJ.T boon ob i ppoel. 

Mowo•or, oiz aontho ago I loomed t hat horooo bad boon bougbt 

1n CIJIAda &Del .,lot in Oltlah- &Dd hacl arri'foel in Ital,y &Dd hocl 
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bMD ohippocl lo Itall&D l!:aat Africa. .ll\lloo aro atlll bolllg laportod. 

Tho AJUriOIII s.s. (IJIS1'CONOK l aDcled. fitly !:lUlu troao m..toa , •t eua, 

&Del the Captaia or tho ahip at atos that all the ohipa ot tha t liDo 

aro oagaged ia traasportiag mules troa uulr porto to Italy, ADd lt 

ia reported tbnt 10,000 muloa are lllvolvocl lu tho purchase aDd 

tr&Dater . 

l!faw there ta oaly act use to~ zzaalta ltt au &rDIJ. They art no 

good oa the tlat ooatal pla i aa , which are prootloally deeort , 'l'hO:I 

art oo clou'bt lDtoDdtd tor mOW>talll worl< &Del to CIIJ'ry IIOW1taio Artllhry. 

It the operation iuvolvoa ao ~ aa 5,000 muloa, it =eaao r ather a 

largo-scale ventura ioto tho 1!10uota1oa • .And I am aotlotled that the 

Brltloh Am'baasa4or nod the Proach AJDbaoondor are ploylag the gnmo aod 

trying to le&YI the l.l:lprouicu that t ho Italian .. overlll:IODt 1a not 

doiag allY extraordinary thing DJld are t rying to JUIIt ity the notion o1' 

tbolr Otto GOYiroJ:ItOts iD the light o! public op1D10II. 

Mow briefly I aoe thla pictura - that the rainy aaaaoo will 

bog ia 1D Ethiopi a about tho time you receive th1a letter - about warob 1. 

ao oztoaa1ve military operaticaa will tal<o place t boa. LD U&y aad 

~~ tho raiaa will be loaa, but tha grouacl wlll otlll be oott. 

Rowever , airplabt actlv1tioa and light movamouta aoroae tha deaert 

oaa be oucc aaa tully uaclartal<u. lD Jll.ly aod Augwot t here •111 bt 

ao., boaYiar raiaa . But bogiDDing iD Jepte~er the weather will 

permit aay operatioa, 1'1117 wi ll aood out airplaaoa aad be~ lilY 
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coocontration or Ab;voo ioia» troopo. fllo;v will ocattor tho triboa . 

!ho:r will then ao•o up ,..chiDe f1W1 UDiU Dlld occup;v tho urrilor;v . 

!ho will •ou up hen lor uai ta , inoluc11Dg the 1111loa,aD<1 will 

penetrate tho maUDtaioa, following alw~o in the wake of the maohine 

gw~o and tho lighter mo•ementa and will att ampt to roaoh Addle Aboba, 

which i a 500 mil oo b;v railroad f r om tho port or Ui but i . It i o 

pr obable thn t tho obJectiYI can be attained during Ko•«Dbor and Dococbor 

and a aubJuption or p:>rt or tho ttrr1tor;v can b;v that tiao bo aado 

autriciont to oatia!)' Italian dloiroo tor the tt.e being and to Join 

tho two oolonioo or Eritr ea and so .. lilaod. ~. rronoh will par 

the billo1 Ltal;v •o Atrioan olaU.o wil l bo washed out -and by thnt 

time 1tal;v will ha•e - i r euccoaotul - a well- trained body ot 

Yltlr&DI n\DboriJ>« 1D tho neighborhOod Of 200, 000 men wlliob O&D bt 

uaod aa a •or7 !1no '111>1t aroW>d wllioh to build a big &MIO'• 

!ht aCt DI -., thea be tranaterre4 to Europe. lt ut rm&Dy doea 

not pl~ ball and ir it ia oecoooor;v to cpora to againat hor , italy 

and t?anc o, wi th the Litt l e ~nt ont o and KUAa i a , will bo i n a pooit i on 

t o ••to auro thnt tlora1&117 1o do!oatod - w1tb tho bolp or .EDgl aDd, 

&ad at l oaat bor air force . 

~•cauao thoro i o one pbaoe of t hio that o&DDot be a.orlookod. 

lluu oUni will lu.•o a largo &MIO' oouth or tho s..oo Caaal . 1t will 

bo aboollltoly at tho .. roy ot =!!land, ,;he LtaUan ooloni a l •tterano 
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will be no uoe in a EUrope&D war unleoo they oau be returned to 

t he flerrMD front. And "I th thooe troops south ot suu, lt114' will 

be 1D the hand Of England o.Jid ..... t play bnll wl th r'rance o.Dd 

Englund, or on whatever tide !Dgland ohould dealre . Eloe the 

troopo would probabt¥ not Ket baok through the 3Uta Canal. 

':'hla .tbyaolnian IIIOVfJIItDt Ia not popular 1D Ilv.l:;. I hoar from 

all sides thllt tho sober and thought rul people are rcr !rooa 

ont busiaatlo, ~be wo~tby olaoa Ia otlll wondorlDg about bow It lo 

gOlD~ to be paid !or, !boy have heard th3t France Ia ~olng to do 

lt, but they are ~ol quite aurt. If Prance does not do it , they 

•111 have to . '.'ht poor people thot have to ItO in the unl<l 111'1 

obJecting strenuou.at¥. Of oouree there is a lwayo thllt entbualnatio 

~ ot youth wbloh aooopta any mlllur; activity oa n venture. But 

by and large , a o 1 hoar It !rom all over Itnly, it 11 DOt a popular 

ao•e:oent. ..bether the Br1t 1U and Prench Preas can "educate" l htlr 

public to approval ot Italy'a lDtoDded aotivltloa r~lno to be 

aeen, but lt la c ertain th#t the French control of the Lt~l ot 

&atlona outticoo to excl ude ethiopia !rom t he benetito wbieh mlffbt 

bo attainod by the mtdilltlon of t he League, Incidentally I hoar -

auci H Gllgllt be worth inquiring trom O.neva - that all t ho old ""'PI 

ot .lbyu1D1a wbloh wore tbe property or the League and Wllloh obOiftd 

det lnlte boun4ar1eo ot the ooUDtry bavo been removed and are now 
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aboont . All of the mapa 1 have ooeu roo ont~ lu the Itallao, French , 

111d !lriliob paporo abo~ DO boua<Lary betwoou AbyuiD l l &Dd !l'ltroa 

Dr botwo oD AbyotlDla and Italiaa Jome11laDd. tbougb tho boundarlta 

botWOOD tht 8r1t lab. ?rtDOb 0 ODd ltal1AD S-lilaDdo are clofiulttly 

t1xec1 &Del botwooD tbe FraDob oDd !!r1t1ab Somalllooda ial Abyaa1D1a • 

.. . .. .. ,.. 
u.;l•• • lri 

nil 11 a l OQg r llllbllDif aor.-1. aDCI. I apologi&t, but I tblDlc 1t 

lo wor th oonaidtrlDif iD •1•• ot tho poaa 1b1l1ty or a EUropoaa 
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otruggle - •which no oboener 1D EUrope can yet 41soouut . 

'rho President 

'nle ·illite !lou.e 

Waoh1ngton , D. c. 



l1arOh 9. 19:5&. 

'nloee lettere ot JOQPe are eztl'a­
orcU.II&J'UT lntereettnc nen 1:bouP th.,. are 
pe .. laleUo 1D tone. I tear I •-' agree wlth 
JOU about the general dtuatlon. We, too, are 
goln~_ ~idl a bad oaee ot 1111.,. ..= and Fatbar 
CoUC~Uln 1Dll.uen~~a - the wllole ..ey aoh!ng 
1n O't'IIJ"7 boDe. It 1e a lilt~ d1 .. a1e, not 
eztemel. ae 1t •••• to be 111 Duovpe. 

!heee are wUbout cSollbt the .,at; 
balr-t:riaer tlllee the world bae son• throusb 
1n 7011r lite U•e or ld.M. I do aot ..... 
exclude lime and .J'al.7 1914, beoaee at that 
the there ne .~ ud eoolal etablllt7, 
wUh 01117 the. loo• ot a WU' b7 Oo't'ena~enta 
111 aooordanoe with JreooDOe1Yed l deae ud 
prosnoeUoaUon.. '!bda7 there h not one 
eleaent alonp but three or .,re. 

leap on wr1UDS to •· 
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I aeem to be wriling you very trequently theae daya, bul I om 

confident in the belle! tllat 11' you could elt here ae 1 do and could 

co ... ln euch cloae contact with the rumora of_,. and with the 

actual preparation• to engage in wor, that you would feel di apoaed 

to write •• I do , 

~ere is no doubt in ~ mind that EUrope ie headed alrni ght 

tor war . Italy 11 practically on a war basla loday. r<llile it cannot 

be proven, 1 am morally certain that the whole of the clnaa of 1911 
hea been mobilioed. ~at meana in the neighborhood of 250,000 men, 

In addition to that, there have been opecialiato in motore , air , 

and enBineerlng called back to the color s trom .any claoeee, In 

addition to that , lt ia inferred trom the Preaa account that •• 

aany aa 70, 000 of the Slack Shirt Ullitla ia to be addad to the 

r olle. !lint will .. an a total of ao~ewhero between 350, 000 and 

A great deal ot noloe and publi city 1• attending the embarkation 

of -u quanUt1ea ot troopa trOll llaplu. IIOthlng 1a bdllr, aa1d 

ot the vaat mobillaatiOil ill 31clly. It l a eat1m4ted there are 

100, 000 .. a mob111u<l 1n that part ot 31oily frCIID J!eulna clown to 



In 34dition to that , t ho SUp~emo Council or t ho Dofonao hao 

boon in aeaaion and baa broken nll ~ecedent bW having modo 8 public 

announcement i n t he t orm or a collll!UDique giving 8 aUJIIII>IU'y ot t ho 

doola lons of the Co11no1l , It h published on the t ront pnfte or t he 

morni ng papers under a t roam-llno hoadora which road .,low tho !lagii!WI 

ba.a llbarated Yaacht Itall( from the banda 1ntortor1D~; wilb war"­

MZbe Sll~ome ~ouncll of tho Oefonae baa decided tho otopa i ndia­

ponsable to tha &atlon bocauao an o•ontual war-like force baa boon 

do•oloped !or condi tlono to insure Ylotory" - etc . otc . It ia all 

sccompanled ~/ an editorial hoadod "Ready tor any evontunllty." 

I n continuation of t he thought expreaood in~ l aot l e t t er to 

you under date or l'ebruo.ry 15, I .., more and more convinced thlll t hese 

poopl o expect wo.r i n Europe durlnft 1936 - if not s ooner - ond t hut 

t hey a.r e rea<ly tor it . 1'he1r embargo on nll l mporta , which hna bun 

anoouncod since I last wrote to you but which I have !eared and 

~odicted for olx aootha - Just puta into the l\Qnda of tho UOYer n­

ment ontlro control OYer al l lmporta. It 11 a war aeaaure pure and 

olmple. \boy !oroaee ~erman obJoctlona to tho arrangeme nt& ~opooed 

by !Dgland, Tboy ror oaoe tho cont inuation or Germany•• ~eporodneaa 

!or war , They believe thnt Jor11111ny is not yet ready . '!'hoy loolc 

with acme lrop14at1on at tho unatnbl o poU t leal condit lona of l'r onco 

and roar thut Ylandln '"My not laat another aix montha. 1~ay 

fOrOI II tho poaalblli'Y Of 1n'ornnl OOnfliot in Yr&DOI and 'hAt 

Gor~y will bo !reo to purouo hor at.. 1n Au.t~la , HUngary , Caecbo­

alo•okla, and alaawhero with tho pooaible ~•••r•atlon tl~t the 
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wavln~ or a Uensan flog on the French frontier ~uld aolldl~ the 

nat i on, !hey ••• england committed to ai~ w~fare with the 

inevitable oonaequenoe Of participation in other forma or militar~ 

activit~ ~inst Uermon~, provided Prance is attac~d and 

provided Prance , 1t it aho .. ld blow up lnt ernall)'• will give Utrnlny 

the free hand to the aoutbwo.rd and auotward, •.thlch """ld deey 

the probability of ~itiob po.rticlpation, because It would not be 

directed asainat /ranee . 

~. I talians do not like the sir arrangocent ~ich tbgland haa 

proposed, because it dote not c~t tbgland to he lp Italy in coot 

the let tar COWl try boa dlt'fioul t;y .. lth Ger"""lY, The arranr,ement 

on~ contempl ateo routual uolatance between r'rance, England , und 

Germ:u>~, or France , Italy, and uerman~ . so tbnt 1t •'ranee should 

blow up 3Dd ~ermany otarted into Austria, !tal~ would be faced with 

the probl.,. of stopJJlng her tingle-handed, 

ID any event , Italy i a prepa.ring for what aho thlnka is a 

certllin enntualit~, ·-,.u, ao responsible otatuma.n i n Ital~ will 

a~t it , I am jus t ao certain or It aa I am that I am aittins in 

thb chair, 

It this do•elopa in EUrope within the neKt twant~ montha , Japan 

will atart to o•er-run the Eaat . Ruaaia may ha•e a l l her attention 

occupied with Japan, or she may slmpl~ throw a eutficient cordon 

along the moUDtaina eaat ot Jalkal in the neighborhood or Chita 

to hold the Japan••• there while ahe participates in the European 
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ahow with the expecta t ion that the will l a ter at tend to Japan. 

':'hot leaves t he t .'IO IJIItri cas out , lllld I hope with every fenent 

whh th!l t we can stay out ot the 11evutating aho·,o and fulfill our 

r eol doa tiay aa trustee ~he fUture or the civiliaation wbich wo 

hAve in Amer ica ond with which we can oubaequently r evive the wor ld , 

But 1 thinK we ~t contemplate that EurOpe will bt at war within 

two yaara . 1 believe we muet ta~ into alooat defin i t e conaidt rotion 

t hat fact in !!laKing our plW>a for t he fUture , Personally I cW>not 

aee ho" 1t can be taooped. 'l'be national t ra111t!ona , tilt rel1gi011a 

preJudicee , the looal onimoo!tiea of all thtee peopl oe and t be atrict 

diac i pl!ne or each of the Continental Stntea (except frW>ce) over the 

persona under their respective Jurla<lio tiona, render unneeeseory the 

crentioa of a public ap1r!t . ':be only alternative is tha t tht people 

wi ll refllst to til!ht through acme tOanifeatat ion or aooial d!soruer 

amounting i n the last analysis to Bolabeviam. I It ia hard to c on tecplat t 

tht recrul1eacence of uhorder in 1tuly und in Uormany under the 

preaent regimes. ~e vertheleaa it io posaible. It ~ not take the 

t erm of the theore tical Communism. It a.y, i f it should ue velop, 

oicrply asa~ the term or oppoai tion to established go•ernoent 

and manifeat !taelr in n tenae terroriam and anarchy . 

So the people 111111 refllae to fight , But unless they do , aocl unleu 

armiea refuae to move to the front , 1 aee ao eocape rrom a real 

Olltaolym. ~'bile the I t4lltLD movement • in Abyuinia 11 act popular 

wi th the people , and whllt there la a lack ot enthualaa11 and aome 
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so~ gr~bllng ~d a great deal or crltlclam- yet the troops go. If 

they should fall lu A'bysslnlll and have a debllole wh ich woulll affect 
t ho prestige of ~~~sollnl and brln~ about o cbftnco or government In 

Italy , the general plcturo would not be chnns ed , except to the 

extent or Italy's p.').rtlclpat 1on on the !l"~nd scale. 

1 nm not ~ opt1~1st about the future or Europe. Yrom where I 

sit there art only visible preparations f ar t he conflict, which nll 
reOOI!Dlz• as being Indicative of t he future of Europe. Al l agr ee tbnt 

1i' 11 o!lould oo:>e 1t m>uld be epoch-marldng. 'l'he only difference 

In the Opinions which ure permitted to be oxpr esaed I• to the 

proximity or L~nence or the move~ot . 

'rho President 

1'he ':'1111 te House 

',Vaahington , 1) , C, 

P. s. Since dictating t he above I have had 
at luncheon nt ~ residence and hLve had a 
long tulk with Uarr,her1ta Sarfntt1, whom 
you "'"' In '>nah1ngton last year und 11hom you 
will reoo~lzo ao a forcer aaooclate ot 
»uoaolln1 and ~o still Ia probably conaclouo or his ~ntnl proceaau. Sh agrees in 
aubstance t•ith eve h&•t wr1 tten above. 
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The ~Jropenn politlcul a ltU£t1on lo mnrkln~ tloe until the ~etln~ 

at Streao on the 11th. ~at ueetln~ does not rroolse to produce anything 

conolu•he . It \?ill P''Obnbl:/ de velop Into n lnl' <ier subu1uent meet lng 

either -.lth or ..,lthout 1er"l:lny. ':'lult ouboequent nutln~ "ill rrob•bl:; 

oon3icler some lldtn tlon of nrMQ!l)ent o.nd/or s01ne kind or n general non-

~eosion pnct . 

\'he limitation of ~nt quest ion will otan bncll;: If each of t h eo 

oend buck to the con1'erence their old-time r epresentut ivea . "These men have 

~O':J'D each other tor :1 eAr a - t\ncl sat neross the table J'rom eu,.h otbtr -

have ench committed then3elvea to definite propoenla - hnve each <ltclinocl 

to accede to thu point of vlt·• of the other - have each explalnecl t heir 

respective p031t tons - nnd h11•e each ao iefini tel:; ll!l&uotd posit lana 1 ro:::J 

•.vhlch they canno t recede without loalnR fnce th" It "Ill oe '~try ..t ll'flcult 

tor them '" get an;r'lhere . .'bnt they nee'i in any l""turo clhcuaslon or 
nr!llllm4nt lliiiOnf!st L'\lropenn PO,ftrs h n llew Dea l In oonrueee. Il' they waul<> 

t3Ch oen<l !reah ~n, there ~ulcl be a cuch better chAnce tor the= to ~·t 

together. A3 It is now , each or them 1cn011s each or the other onu nncl lalowe 

their poal tion- and they are ot an impasse . 

1 40 not look ror any bl~up. thoueh ono OAD never tell ~""t wlll 

hawen Jn ot>ae ao!'llone shoul•l pet exclt ed nnd :!llliee " 1:1lMnl<e - nt llott 
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II.Dltr the c lrcu::l.nlllloU tb 1t edat bert '11th o lot of :reno}, troops on 

the borJer ;ond neady n million n:o n in Ital y under nrms nnd nil ll lll'y 

activit:/ all o·tor the Continent o~ Euror• · !!ev,rthltoa, lt lool<o 

quiet ror t he tl.ue bt lnr; . 

Not .tlth::~tundin ... thls tea~eaa , t.here are some runbl 1.nfe of c. r:rtl•ttnt i ve 

w:u- . t : h not h""rd frO!:> the t0!'3 of the ;o·:ern04nt but In tl.e •ecood ·nd 

third :Jt rato of Jov&rnr.nent. Ol'.f1c1!1ls :mrl from c.t ll'~9 1. one cnrrt'ul nntl 

respon olble sour"• recently In hi"" !>OSition (:>e lronclscl , -.t.o h:1s Just 

r!nl:1hed a l on- service '"' lJinbtcr o~ JUot lce) , '.'he r.tenuoro of m;; 

!)!lbass:r h3 .. , henrJ them spea;c furtively 11nd hold out the pooai'L illt:,r of 

probability , but m:; ear• are :.lwu::o cloue t o the ~"· ound , wHl I report 

ror possible re:·erenee In t h• oen three J~ four >eus. 

'l'hest are aul;,r t lcdhh do:,ro. ll 13 th e afttrmutl of another ol.ow 

wh ich h oo tlP!'.tlli n;: . ',/ilh the oocilll unrest :1ld.eapread "" ll is , and 

.Yith the c t .. t.:lin exa,.., 4tr~ t 1on o: it. ns U.e ae1uel to unother war , I con 

on l y ohud<ler to th i n~ or our ooclul aitu:nlon a year uft•r 11nuther 

conflic t . 

':'he Prtslde lll 

( 
/ 
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Dear Dreok.s-

I hope JOU are not J'lgbt bat I 

tear 70'11 are. 

I u looking torwt\J'd to eMlDC 

7011 the end of Jwae or the tlret part ot .JUl7, 
and lt look• ae thougtl Congre81 wUl etlll be 

here. 

lloaon.bl.e BreoUJU"ldp Loq, 
.a.erloan Dlbaeq, 
RoM, 
It&17· 

p....,r. I 



\_ , I 
.. \, 

r 

.. 
\ 

~ dur Chlert 

~he Streoa Conference baa cleartd up t ha aituation t o a c on-

aidernble txtent. Prior to t ha t t here wao a great dt al or 

anxitty. I t hink it wut more intenoe i n Ita ly than in aby or t he 

other EUropean countrito ao far no I can Jud~~e . Hart there wao 

tvtry i ndication or preparation tor and t xpt otancy or military 

actlYi ties . ~ht authoritiu at Ro...e nen "er• preporin~ th t 

civil ian population t or airpl ane nct i vi t i ta and gett i ng t hem 

acuoto, .. d to ouch activity by kttping c ontinually in t ht air all 

~ and well int o t ht night airplanea which t ltw lo~ over the 

city. 'rhia went OD t or about ten days . In 111lan and ll .. plea 

t hey htld gao attack cl.rilla, and 1D uery r oaalble way the 

A~niatration br ough t to t he attention ot the people the 

poooibility or imptnd1~ military ac tivit1ta. 

:hnt haa all changed ainco tho Streaa Conrorenoo adj ourned 

and not a olngle alrplnnt hna appeared in the all;y . !:Ytrythinl( h"" 

quitted doWD• and the Whole teapo ~aa been altered. 

I am otnding by thll pouch a dupatcb or comment . It 11 

'"IV •o. 1053. and Olkloioto or an analyolo or tho agrtoaonta roached 

at Stroaa. :hero i a alae another one goi a«. giving a hiator,r or 

l 
" 
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it, but that ia all biatory end Juat ror record purpoaaa. 

Aa I aee it , t hey hove put a military ring around Germany. 

lD ~ laat conver aation with SU•icb be indicated the poli~y or 

bia ~overoment tor the praaant and the future ~ saying that 

Gar~ would not liatao to raaaon aDd bad to be =at by c QaDifaata­
tioo or torca . suv ioh ia oonviuood that Germany baa been 

otoppad and bottled up and her a~oaoivo d1ooaoe cured. I am 

oorry tlult I do not ahare that bolla!. You thin it I am a 

pessimist. !a a cattar or tact I am a reallot. I aee the 

aituation In zurope ao it ex!ota. ~ey are all prepared for 

war , and t hey hove got to have i,, war ia t he only cure for 

the mala~ with 1miob europe ia affected. There are three and n 

bftlt IOillloo .. n w><lor arma bert today. ~. Anlatant 1Ji l1tary 

Attache has Juat returned from W.len on a tour or inaptctlon. 

Be vaa allowed to IDepaot very little. ~. tactoriea were 

oloaeil tO him, HO~aver, be dlaoovared that the airplane fact orlea 

were being eolarged eo thot t heir production would ~ ten plane• 

a day instead Of one, The autoaoblla manutacturera are en-

psed 1D turDIIllf out •chine guaa. 'rha whole _,uracturlng ahow 

ia worki ng day end night mnkiDg military aquipaent and auppllaa. 

~~ national hatred&, Jaaloualaa, ambltioDa, and their racial, 

rellgloua, end language ditter eDoea, with the aupar-atructura 

DOW ot trade barrltra, bna got zurope cut up to auoh an extent 

that there Ia DO -.y for th .. t o atay together, Onoa the 
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pafahologr ot thia moment bJ a pasotd they will rt•ert to the same 

oituation ao exiattd a f ew montho ago, and it will gradually work 

up again to another hi~ pitch, 

Uermany ia oot golDg to change her character1at1ca or her 

nnture . She ia not ~1ng to throw her ambition• to t he winds . \~t 

ring wbioh haa n001 biiD put around her will yield in apota 1b the 

eaat and eouth eoat to German diplomecy and will weakeD under the 

straio or ! t ar of J trm&Qy, which ~ll lead them to accept aoaeth1ng 

ot uerman leaderahip rather thao trench l eaderah1p. ·~• French 

domiDat ioo 1a ot mill tary ~ucl political alliMcn. ~he oer•-""' 

1ntua1on 1a of blood and race , lt Mills all through Poland, 

C•achoalo•aki a, HuDgary, JUgeelavia , aod Austr i a • 

..:he on~ cure tor it 1a a war , !rom :uhich ther e " 111 eaerge 

a r eal dctor, 'l'h tra are only nro uo ·~tnuoenu in E:Uropa capable of 

being n real victor . ODt it Germany , ond tht other is Ruaeia, 

I doubt if nuaaian education and technique ia sufficient to 

eatabliah itselt iDa dominant poaitioD throughout weatero and 

central Europa , 1 belie•• the uercan technique , cletermlDatiou, 

aud character ia auch"that it cau. I shudder to think ot a 

~IliaD domination of EUrope. ahilt a uerman domination would 

bt hard aod cruel - at ltaat 1n the btg1nn1Dg - 1t would bt an 

in t tnl1 t icat1on or a culture which ia mort akin to oura than would 

bt thnt ot Huaa1a. rurthtr th&D that , it uercany should bt 

t ominant througb .. t the greater part of EUropa , aht ~uld act 

aa a b11lwarlt aga1not the wu twll.l"d progrua or ttuuia, anti that 
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~overnment would be confined to Huas i a and Siberia nnd would 

not have ita strength tapped in the turopelln atrugglo and would 

be a stronrer resistance ~ninst Japnn. ~ith o ~wos1a 

auccesotul in turope anJ spread1n~ weatward , her nttontlon 

would be tnl<en tram Japon , nnd that ooun try 1.0ul<l be even 

more arrogant in the .Par !!&at . 

~evertheless , Streaa ha~ calatd the watera for the time 

oeins and postponed the evil da)' . 

lncidenta lly , the Aaaiatnnt Uilitary Att ache here baa 

been orderel home. Ria relief will soon arrive, but the new 

man will not h ~ve contact a nnd will not a peal< the lcmguage, I 

am •;or it lng Bill Ph1111pa and asking if they """ poulbly 

poatpooe Br~•a departure for tour or five ~ontba ao that he 

can brtak 1n thia oro can. I thlolc it alaoat necesaar~ to 

ha•re a flying of!icar here 1\tlo 1s actually in touch with the 

men from Whom he c&D get 1ntoroat ion. and a ne~• mo.n cannot 

do it within the space of , oooaorvativel)' apea1<1ng, alx oootha. 

Por the good of the Government'• information here I t hink it 

ought to be done if It 1t po11ible un<ler the War Department 

re~tiona, and both Bra«v and hia chief, the Uil itary Attache , 

are agr11ablt, 

I am expecting to leave here the l atter part of June to 

~ a viait to Dr. cary Gra)'tOn and will hope to aee you tha 

firet pAZ't or JUly - provided thq don't gat near the boil ing 
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point htre before that . 

The Presiden t 

Tho l'lh1te llouse 

1/nsl>lngton , D. c. 

Apr1l 19, 1'J35• 
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lJy dear Chief : 

~·he ·war c l ouds have all brushed a•:tay , and the t r oubl ed ·.voters 

have f l a t tened out . The proposed Da nub ian Conference , which is one 

of t he things to c oroe out o f t he Stresa Confere nc e , 1e the obJ ect 

or the i r present acthit!as. E.och of the Gover!llllent s 1s being 

consultl!d - except Uerma.ny . •rhe presen t effort l s to arrange n 

program and draft resolutions to be adopt ed . Jermuny is not being 

consulte J . 3he •.v!ll be invited t o the Conferenc e like tl1e others 

Ot't , but von Hasse ll , t.he German Al.4b&asador , L el ls :no l.ba t. ...,erma.uy 

would resent being preuente l 11itb a fail accompli , as she fee ls 

ahe • .ould be presented in c a se they shoul d a ll consul< with one 

another and coma 1. 0 on n8t"aerttent about program and re:;olu t io11 s 

and then aa;k her to co!:le down rom.ol ly and approve tlte program 

t"lh loh ha.9 -n.ore or lesa ostensibly been ~.J/D up agn inst her . ?here 

is some aeri t i u 1..he \iertr13U poaition . I diocuasau t.he si tuation 

Y• Le• rdn:; afternoon ·•tth Sir Eric Drumnond . lle feels thnt theae 

other ;o•Jernrtent a have bad 30 ouch more e:.::per i enc e ·:11th Uermnny 

t hon r:nglund. haa hod tha t they may uo righ t in t heir pr esent 

polioy . He l'eelo that Encl nnd ~tnrt ed. out no a mediat i ng friend 

but found tha t ahe "C>Ul d have to a lign heroolf mo r e or lc3o with 

the other JO'.'trnment a . 
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( ';1le President !;&y 10 , 19; 5· 

It aeems t o me there 11 a half-...y eour u - wtlleh would be aore 

or leas the An~lo-saxon point or view and which woul d represent 

a moderate attituele to·vord <lermany a nd one not cal culated to 

antagonlae her rurther and o.t t he aarne t.illl<! would be o br oard 

atateallWililte view or t he a1tuat ion whloh actunlly e "htl in 

!!'J.rope. Whether 10e llice it or not the facta are thnt uermany haa 

been rather harshly treated aince 191~. 

'l'ht uovern:oenta or t he countries surrouncl1nv, Oercany are having 

their diff i culties In getting together , even on auoh a matter as 

the resolutions to be adopted by the nanublan c onference . I t Ia 

brln'ri ng Into pointed r elief the dlrferencu bett~etn Ju,I!Oc lavla 

and Italy, and Runl!nry nnd Czeohoolovalda, and !'rnnc e and l'Olnnd -

difference• which have many evi denc oa of ins olub i lity, 

In the meant i me I am r,oinF orr t o •tripoli , aalling tomorrow 

and r eturning SUnday, the 2oth or uay; I will try to ~t a reneral 

Idea or the a~!cultural , e conomic , and political developments In 

'l'rlpoll and ezpect to FO down into the d es er t. I want t o go to 

an oasis called uadamea. lt I a pronounced as it we were awearlng 

at our .. lvoo l I t lies t .•o cla;la b;; motor south or ·,r!poli on 

tho TUn l olo.n bord er , qui t e peo.oetul and ser ene, t he oeat or a 

whitt comel cavalry regloent , I also will l ook a t l. ept1t 

Magna, which h ao been du~ out of the oand and contlnue o o.e 

the moot p erfect architectural exam!'l t of ''OroeiC" art exto.nt , t hough 

It ·•ao actually dO'lt by the ,tomno in t he reign, I btlh• ' of 
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Zht President ~ 10, 1935· 

Sept i mius soveruo. It vao gr4d~nlly •~allowed up by the ueeert 

and dri!tin'! onnd nn<l hue been preserved in 1111 or il s 4etu1lo , 

nn1 since ito carefUl exoGvllt ion they sny it h n I!IIIJI!li1'1oent 

white marble oity right on the ohorea of t he bl ue Ut diterranean . 

Incidentally I we ~oin~ to present your medal to • albo and will t tay wi t h 

him at bls palace dur lo~ pllrt of "''I visit , tho~h it h quite wall 

un4erstood th3t I am not goi ng on a visit or stat• and thllt I 

am Just gOing Jo the or<llou;' course as :a.n ~bosallc10l" and. a~:~ 

a triend or Pnlbo , 

I sympath i ze with you in the difficulties you are having, 

and you hc>ve been handl i n<f them i n n mnsteri'Ul way, 1 will be 

over thol"l the lat ttr port or Juno till about the tenth of JUJ.i,• , 

and I hope clurinff that time you will have an oprortun1t:; to 

let ~ aee you. 

'llhe Pruident 

The ',ibi te House 

Washi ngt on , D. c. 
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My dear Mr . President : 

(. 
, J 

D IEPARTMENT O F STATE 
WASH I NGTO N 

September 11, 1935 

I desire t o call your a ttention to the enclosed 

t elegr am No . 567 from Mr . Long in Rome, as this may be 

regarded as the resul t of his considered s t udy of con­
dit ions observed since his return to his post a bout a 

week ago . 

The devel opments i n Geneva , the high lights of 

which you have been kept in touch with through copi es 
of the more important t elegrams we have received f rom 

Geneva and our miss ions abroad, are not very different 

f rom 1he picture as presented in the press despa tches . 

There appear s t o be a very cynical a ttitude t oward t he 

possibi lities or preventing tho war and at present it 
would appear that the mor e import ant countries in Geneva 

ar e proceedi ng on the t heory that Italy must make some 
demonstr a t i on of force in Ethiopia before she will come 
to a sensible arrangement and set tlement of t he whole 

affRir 

The President , 

The White House . 
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affair . I shall keep you closely informed of any im­

portant developments t hnt come to our attention here . 

Faithfully yours , 

'Enclosure: 

Telegram 567, September 10, 6 p.m. , 
From Rome. 



/ :lJP 
Rome Th1o teleGr am nust be 

closely ?ar&phrased 
before being communi ­
cated to anyone , (B) 

Do. ted Sop tomber 10, 1935 , 

Roc 1d 4 :15p. m. 

Secretary ot State, 

Wo.3hing ton , 

567, September 10, 6 p, m, 

'Jji'P!?iM! 001 P_ !JiJ 'W " 4 

'rhere rematns no vestige of doub t in my mind thD.t the 

dotemtno.t ion of Italy to proceed in /,fr1ca. is irrevocable 

nor thD.t any opposition wUl be l:let by subjected l!lllss 

atta.cl< fr<r. who. t ever quarter opposition is offer ed, Hy 

contacto '"ith tho peopl e , reports of tho atti tude of the 

~an on tho street o.nd my observation of tho antipathy to 

Engltlnd on tho po.rt of the clv111o.n and the soldier 

convince .,e that the entire population, both civil o.nd 

military, are in entire accord with tho polici es of 

Mussolini as developed up to this point o.nd as prospect .~ 

for tho future , El:.ch issue of the J)reas gives o.dditionnl 

exproasion to the na.tiono.l dotermina.tion to proceed to 

wo.r 0.1'd to brook lnterforonco from no source , 

S';op by stop over a per 1od or rno.ny month!! the Ito:\1 inn 

pla.na have dovolopod , They now firo.d themaelves wit h more 

than two humred thousand men south of tho Sue z Cni'\O.l nn~ 

o. t 
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2 - # 567 , From Rome , Sopt . 10 , 6 p .m. 

a t l east three more d ivisions preparing to go. To 

wit:'ldraw those troops would be a defeat . The etrect 

upon the re(;ime here would b e d i sastr ous . Hastened 

on b;r t he gradual a pproach of an e c onomic crisis at 

home I have the d i sti nc t i mpr essi on t hat they woul d 

we l come opposition from England as an opportunity 

to der.lOnstra t e their i maginary and even possible 

super:lori ty or stron(lth in the Eastern !Jodi terranean. 

From their posts i n S:tcil:r , llalta is onl y a few 

mi nutes by air and tl1e coast of Li bya ar e onl y an 

hour removed rrom Cairo , Aler~ndria and Port Said. 

Thei r press heaps abuse upon those who have the 

t emerity to stand up at Geneva nnd express thoughts 

in opposition to the Italian objectives , castigates 

the Socialists of France and of England who dare to 

speal, or sanctions and i n ve i ghs aaainst the opposition 

of Bolshevism united with the "piracy of plutocracy" , 

as t:'ley choose to designate the Ric lcett arfair , and 

alle13os t~t these are a ll co~tbined in a worthless 

effort to block the progress of Italy. 

;.ly impression is tha t they are quite wi lling to 

accept the ~elay occasioned by the meetings a t Geneva 

as 
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3-1~56'7 , From Rome , Sent . 10,, Gp.m 

ns 1 t affot·t\s them additional t i me f or preparation 

and to hurl':f to completion a nUMber of newly boucht 

s !U.pn for transport purposes now bei nr transfornod 

in t·,.o harbor of Genoa , I am oqual l y i ntpressed v<i th 

the position in \',nich they find themselves and fran 

w~ic't it i s r.ow inposoible t o vtithdraw •<ithout 

s utl'o1·i ng t'.o offcat of a clofont . Every 1nd1ontion 

poi'l's to c. well calculated, well pronared, cold, 

hard nnd Ol'\101 procoeutio:t a£ t.l a!r 'Ol'6CC>nceived plans 

using t'"lo in~tl'UJ'1()'\tr.l: ;,~· o! nn at'"'\y and navy a lmost 

fa ·'I tic i .1 1 s dovotiol' to, n• i<tolnLP:f of, one man 

and w~rltod up to a n OMOtionnJ pitch which i s unique 

in :odcrn his tory, 

I wish I could send sane word to onoourac;e the 

tho•u '1t t:tat there mic;h t oe somo CO::JJ)l'O:nise arrlved :~.t .• t 

Gen'3va or oloewhere but I a:n led to tl'to fi rr:~ belief 

t '\8. t no c o .. ,remise is poostble except on l!usnol1ni 1 s 

o\'M toros a ·d thn t =loss t:-te;· are accepted he will 

prooood to !lis objectives in 3pito of 11orld opini on 

and i n opposition to a ny force that may b e raised 

against hil:l . T'ne only alternative is r.~111tary cnpitula­

tion . 

At 
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4-#567 1 Fron Romo, Sept . l0, 6p. m. 

At the same time I should invite your· a ttention to 

the lasting effect t ha t this situation necessit ates on 

European inter national si tuations and in changing 

political alignments , The settled friendship bet ween 

Italy and Enc land is gone , not to reappear for 

generati ons . Today the press is featur i ng the fr iendly 

exchange or expres sions betweon Hitler and the new 

ItaHan Ambassador at Berlin presumably as a political 

war ni ng to France t h:;, t she 1:1ust ad'1oro to he r I talian 

alliance . But i rrespective of the future arrangements 

Italy may be able t o make with Germany , and it would 

see!J imposnible their clashing intereots could be 

reconcil ed, the changed situati on between Ital y and 

EnGland has brought an entirely new element i nto t he 

alr eady complicated European situation . Italy ' s 

action i n the Eastern Mediterranean is a direct threat 

to tho British Empire , and, if successful in establishine 

itself i n Ethiopia , tho Suez Co.nal will have a political 

i n1portance to Italy equal almost to that of England . 

If with 200,000 soldiers s out h of the canal it assumes 

its present importance to Italy i t wi ll have a greatGr 

one .-1hen they achieve their ambition t o have ten million 

colonists 

' I 
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5- #567 , From Ro~o , Sopt. l0, 6p. m. 

colonists there . And the necessity for an alternative 

route of comr.mnicat1on from Ethiopia to Italy throut:h 

Ly~ia and across the Sudan \':ill not l.>e lone; in 

developi nG and will l.>e part of tho efforts to ~olid1.fy 

their position in Etll1opia if their objective 1D 

acccoplis~ted there . So that from many angle:1 tho prosont 

si tustion 1~ fraucht 1'11 t:~ danr;or not only for the prenent 

but for t'to futUl·o 1uvl I fonr t!1a t we siulll have the 

N•VO::'batiom: Of it ~n t'lO jr,te!"natiom;.l relations Of the 

\'/Orld dur',n;:; the J l!'tl of t'1e ;:>!'osent "eneration at 

least -- u.!J.o~s a do11a1ve ··illtnry <iofont is suffered. 

CI" 

s;.s 

'!o other• '"iasiono informed . 

LONG 
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l4'6e Park, • • 1" •t 

lepl 'I% 18, 811. 

eat a t.:ry tJU• wbol• dtaaUoa 
1• OD 1lba t we lU. to th1.llk ot u a .adefta Ullll 
azoell.ut olYlllaa\lonl 

YCIQ 11114 DIHI4 ba.,. ._ fut - -­lD ~ pN•ld• for tM put two rean ...__, ot 
.. otber t:rl..U 1D .... ...,. • 1D UJ • .,.t, I Wilt 
CIQr .a.nt- po•tUOD 1• -••1ldle- eo_. eo 
that I nall)' bell..,. that •- ll ~WtU•• •tutt_ 
I oa ettll llllb .. onlH- lnrtJIC tM twll~tau 
11114 settlll« but to wu~W~ctaa s.ut~ ot ta~U -~~e. 

I • dellCIIWcl t o blow that )'CIQr Ileal tla 
h eo_. better. llatola oat f or that ~~ 

.. ·- ,.,...., 
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., U&J' Clkhfa 

Uallua aow tqMel U>at lllt -\ttr wUl a ot be 4eoi4t4 bJ l ilt 

OOIIDC11 aJI4 will bt uu•owa onr co th e .& .. tll'bJ.T ••U~~S, u4 u 

lllilt t ilt coat of the l t a l iaa 41pl ... tlo braDCb la .ottrate, 

t lltlr l»tueloaa are clefl»ltt, &Del ·- of thtlr other clotclaratlCIIIe 

•ore aocve tel.T tJ~preu their parpoMa thea u t htlr e:opreulODt 

here. S'ftr)' -· -· aa4 ohlltl 1D I t a l.T totlq he\tt •sl &Dcl • 

.-rn 1f thlt affair ellollltl lit uclle4 UlioaliJ.T, 1 .. aha14 1t 

It will take 7Mra, if \hq ellolll4 ecart lotlq, to ~ pa'bllo 

atatt.Gt 1» tanr ot -.1•4 aa4 co rtuta'bllell the ow41al aa4 

~\ hiatorla relatlODa 'bet,.. .. U.. two oOUDtrita Wbloll tziett4 

... " t- ar the -u.. .... !Jiq he•• -bd. c~boa lDto 

a atate It atlt-ad.aratl• ... Mlt-ooaec ltaaDtaa wblah 1..._ \h .. 

'' lltll .. a \hat tllq oaa .. ,, a.r rower 1» 'battle wltll auootat. 



!be lta11u prDpOCUcla h JID'pt bu beaD rather 1Dtea ... 

!bq haYI a propapacla orsulsaUon thara and a larp ool0117 ot o1U• 

ana 'lllloh are orgaa1aed. aooor41JI« to ruoht St'OIJPI• nth 

their air tlael t hq ooulc1 .. ~a~ u eaor•U8 &IIOUIIt ot trouble 

tar J111«luc1 U.ara, and I thlnlt ooulc1 ha.,. •- arll:ec1 t.-porar'J' 

8110cau 1t the7 elloulc1 c- to the poillt ot hoeU11t1ea, lta}J 

bu a larp air fleet, allll U h all ccnoeatratad., or oapa'Dle 

ot "1DC ooDCutratec1, aro~mc1 the ... teJ'D Med.lterraneu. It 11 

oD}J two IUICl a halt howe liJ alr troa the ba .. , ill S1c11J to 

the ooaat ot J,ybla. J,ybla tlaa lllilnt aa4 the IIU4an on the 

.. et. ll'Uraa tlua the 9a4aa en the eaet, anc1 wban thq rill 

ba•a arr1•ac1 1n athlopia tha7 will tlult the Slld.aD on thl aouth, 

!he suaa Caal ae-a a J)UUoular poll Uoal laportaaoa tor 

ltal,y to~ J~aat .. u hu tor Deland. nth • larp boq ot 

11111 ln Jut Atrloa 1t will ba DIOIIa&J'7 tor Ita}J to ha•• •­

o-1oaUca bat .. an th• IUICl the h- oo11Dti'J• 'rbat o-..1-

oaUon ou be utabl1ahac1 throup J,ybla uc1 aoro.. the IIQ4aD, 

It oaa be alao eatabl1ahac1 thi'OUib the SU.a caal, !be canal 

rn te 1a ura l~taat thu the othar b-• ot the tranaport 

ot •PP11"• It thq are broupt to the polat ot hoatil1t7 

with ... lad., thq rill att...,t to ta• OODtrol ot tha Cual, 

Ot ooarae thle 1a a cllraot thraat to the Jr1Uell ..,1 .... 

'ftthnt the caa1 J11Cluc1 loa11 her rOilh ta 1Dc11a, Cql011, 
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:a-, tho 8tra1h lettl-Dto, .&.utralia, u4 ... Zoalaacl. WUh 

air ltaau OD tho w .. t lto11D4arJ ot Jlll7pt aD4 tha IS\1daJI ucl with 

air ltaooo oa t~o oaohrD acl oouthora ltor4ara of tho IS\1daJI •4 

all oo-loaUJIS 41r .. tlT with oupplho trgoo Ital.T 02117 two u4 

a halt h011ro troa tho aaaot ot Iql>la, U au lto IUI4orotoo4 that 

tholr poo1UO!I 1o rather otratoclo, 

ot oouroo I 4o !lOt btllo .. o tha7 are SOlJIS to ha.,o troultlo 

with -.wt. ltut tho o1tuUoa io nah that -.lucl -t tool 

tho throat to her owplro, aD4 it lo aloo ouoh that Ital.T teolo 

her powor 121 OOO!IOOUOD with 1C, COIIOOqiiO!ItlT thq are Ollllol 4o»ocl 

to raohuoo, aD4 tho hlp otato_ ot tAIIA~~ to IIILI.oh tha7 ha.,o 

boo worll:ocl rOIIcloro tho• a .,,rJ clugorouo people, parUoularlT 

1D .. 1 .. of tbo ozoollo»t orgulaatloD wb1ob tbq oupport, 

fho7 are »ow 1D a otato of uolto.,.Dt wbioh al&bt loacl th• 

to aD7 rae aot 121 ouo at haot1l1t7, ucl if tbq fDIUid that thq 

ooulcl aet tau ud uoo tho a-1, tbq lllsbt, an or tho .,Dar ot 

sa-poo», att.-pt to 4ootra,r tbo t.-plo aD4 tb ... ol.,oo a.oDgot tho 

root, 

rre .. t~ ho .. .,or, tbat tb07 do DOt ooae to opoa hootilltioo 

with .. glucl, acl prnlclocl aloo that tbo7 clo F"oed 121 athlopia 

to oataltllah a a111h17 u4 pouu .. l a021trol .... tho oODDtr,., 

1t will aot ... that their oltJaetho haa ltaea reaohacl. I u 

•-•lou that 1 u ~ltlq oa 4ol1oato FD11D4, lnat 1\ 1a lit' 

tin lttllot tbat tho nooooo wlllola prohaltlT -u• thea la tholr 

tlrot .. atvo tr• h- will nl.T loacl tb .. • to othar tlolclo, 
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f'IM7 will lie troullle-.Uero la .lfl'1oa aD4 will att.,.c to OOIIDHC 

l,Jllla aa4 .Jtlllopla. .lOP .. , the B.t4 Sea tll17 will t17 to r.-

1Df01'11 \heir fl'1aa417 relaUo110 wUII the ~ of T- aD4 fOJ'UfJ 

ll1a 1a lllo oppooltloa u l'DII 8aa4. the DD« of .ll'allia with the 

oliJeot of aoatnliac that at pre .. Dt uooouple4 •4 1D4epea4eDt 

ct01lati'J• ftlo will Dot llawa 111 \he s.-t41ato tutwe. 'lhe7 

will atreaoll th-elYeo 111 :1\lliopia before the7 Yeatwe to other 

f1elu. !lilt I lla•e aot the ell(!tlteot 4Cidt 1D .._, lala4 thet U117 

llaYe 1ateat1oaa 011 the ... tll'D a141 ot the B.e4 sea. 

tllelP 41olarat1ou to the etteot that tllq lla4 ao llo•tile 

lal1Dti01l1 towar4 U7 !11'1tlell pPOYiDOI 01'1 lla1'417 h 111 toUII 

at \helP fu• Yalue ooao1ur1ac their pr .. eat 0114 r10111t ut1•1t1•• 

1a ~t 0114 tillu l.llolt-t lD the ltal1011 pPIII to lfll7pl U 

a.._ ita 11141pea4eaoe. 

10 that ..,.,..,11' the outo- ot \he pl'IMDt 41tt1oulu .. 

llliDC tllnelle4 ov.t at GIIIIYD w ar1 10111g to lie ooatl'oDtt4 wltll 

a eat1a1&1ag aO'IZI'Oe ot tl'ftble 1D the tuhl'l - aa4 that 011 unral 

-CRIIIta. 11nt, till tllnat to til• BPitiell ~lre 1• \he aaat1 

-••4, the tallva et \he LIIIIU ot .. uoaa te 111 uetul fol' 

~ o•alu ot :tvope wi\11 \he pa .. illle 4PopplDif of \he Le~~Pt 

u .., 1D1t.._t of peliq liT Dglaa41 tiiU4, a l'IYII'Di• to tho 

pPe-~ tlloii'J of pPOOtloal politloo aa4 alll ... IOI all4 fowtll, 

tho 41otl'Ut 'lllllell 'lllll llli•t 1D til• tutlll'l llltwoa Ital7 u4 

-laa4 aa4 will MPYI u 4ill'llpt till ooll4al'lt7 of tho tiiP .. 



WUCII'II rowore, !lle renl\ ot thh lu~ wlll \e u ....-•41•-t 

ot the pO'IIP' 11114 lllportu .. ot o.r-. u4 .. extnela, per~• 

etMlthiq, other 111tl•-• eoutherq u4 euterq, 

!llere le a report 111 olrelllaUOD that 111u .. 11111 h _. -

that be hat loe t hh reaeoa. Be bu aot. Be h Jut u oeol u4 

oal• 11114 4elllltl"Oh u4 bu prepare4 tor thh pr .. eat euuau .. 

tbrouab the l•t 71ar u4 • halt 111 a e ttal\lli7 kt 4tll"Dtrate 

-=•r• ..U eooaaaio e4 tlauolal ..,.,, atlrl"Duh4 at the 

tile to the preeeure ot eooao~o aeoeaelty, le aow re•eale4 a• 

• part ot hia auu..,. preparatloee. It h l(lllte poul"Dlt thal 

tha7 haft "Dee• hurrlt 4 11-ua• ot the 11•0111o ooa41tlODI that 

n:ltet4, 11iJ lh Dtecl tor upaaeloa a4 the atOIIIltJ to lhow tho~ 

thq are a WOl'l4 ,_ ucl their t-u.u llellet 111 the power 

ot thelr •• oriUlsatla u4 111 the e ttloa~ ot that th111« thq 

oall FaMl• 'lllloh hae 114 th• OD 11114 *loll le ~o417 4rhlac 

th•· !he7 ere aot ..,., !1>17 ere 4ell"Derate, 4etera1ae4, o"Dclaro~e, 

ntlllt .. , All4 a~t 9loloua. !he eole or ... lsaU• l e ao CIDI 

-· !Ill ettlol~ ot the ...., bu 1>1111 laoreue4 a-q 

tlll lt 11 Dlt reo~l .. "Dlt &I t .. .... ~lltary OI'IUllltlOD, 

aa4 the *•11 ohll OD4 ~lllarJ llt-h ot t he populaU• are 

..,...._ oo plao11 ot a •lacl e oraul-. epvre4 n '117 the thcap~ 

that tallve ..... uuer otllop" 11114 the~ th17 -t neo~t4. 

10 'llalehe .. r w:t ~•M•a 10• than h trouble oa Dill' hAJI4t 

t. ...._PI ter 7101'1 to o-. .1. ... w4er l e lD the aiWI•• _. 



the reeul\e of lt oaaoot Jet be foreee ... 

I hwrJ thia ott to oatoh JOU before JOU lea.,. oo JGUr 

weatero trip. I aa tallr:l~~tr to tho Br1C1oh ~oaclor thlo 

e•enl~~tr. 'but U will be after the pouoh oloua. aael I waat to 

put thla 1D thle pouch. beoau .. I u not a'IU'o that 1t will roaoh 

JOU before JOU got a-.,. 

lou ~ be lotoreeteel to kaow that ~ hoal\h la mRoh bettar 

uel that attar anoral woeta 1D hoap1talo that I am looltlng torwar4 

to a real ret'IU'II to heaUb. 'fbo 'Rloar baa go11e• but lliV 1\~ 

11 etlll 1u1'fer111g from 1oma of 1\1 lffoota. 

I hope JOU are well eel that you will hau a wonderful trip 

uel got 10m1 roat aael rooroattoo. whloh JOU 10 tully doaone aael 

Dildo 

W1\h ••II')' gooel wiah c4 ozprou1oo1 ot atteoUooato rogar4 

1 .. 

tho Illite BouM 



t.· . 
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JlOIIt 
Ootober 30, 1~35 · 

11:r dear <Dlltt • 

I expeot l • a good daal ot a ~o. •tbtr I • or aot, l • 

law lnaaln •t Jtlllepla. •• llu ..._ oo.._ .. ud Jl'eper17 oo.U.t .. 

1117 tilt loeapt ot .. u oae .. , 1117 pr .. uoa117 "11'7 Geter- la tilt -u. 

Ia& 1D ,.. ep1D1 .. tilt loeapt aou .. WOIIld DOt h&Yt tall:n pl .. t wlthoat 

tile vhlac toret et Dcha4. 

lll1lt Jtal7 hat DO acral ~UtloaUoa, I iloUt Ylf7 1111011 1111Phel' 

I \ < 
aglud hato 'lht Utll•t vellnt, aDd I tlq>tOt tlaal't h a pod daal Of 

trlath la it, that -.laad •t preperlac a o-olal ptllttrau .. et 

OODtl'tl *ltll WOilll. la&Yt 'attD peMttlall7 DOD-hd wltlala a period Ot 

abnt tlu'et 7MI't• ftt naU•t 11&4 liMJI tr7lac ttr ..., 7tere 1117 p•oetlal 

-• to - to - 11114tretu41ag with tht .. IIU •• that t hq oould 

enaad thelr o-1111 aot1Ylt1 .. , lnlt tht7 wrt att u _, •• the 

111'1Ue I•• ... paet -.ttre la that ... ,. •• tht7 were .. , 1117 the ane 

ud latluatlal tppteltlOD •• thtll' Mil-• oe tht part ot the 11'1thla 

Jl1altter at A4h A'lla'loa, 11110 laa4 .. t alalltlltd a OODalUI'tlllt latlM- willa 



!111 Uallue 1>1lln1, u4 I ..,lot wUII •- t ..... uoo, Uat tile 
Ual tlal t•U.at wu _......,, oa Uar ...... U.. ao\lYlUu ot a Colooel Olttt•t. 

lah prueooe u4 aottou oo tile epot oreate4 a ettuaUoo tr• llbtola oelth&l" 

.xplaoau .. t• hh preMMI • tor lata Mtb1Uee th••• fte UallaD1 

tlltolt nat tile Val ual 1Do14eot preo1plta&e4 a altuatloo llbloll tllq ha4 

Paaaoa u hl1rre, aa 1 reporte& to ue lliPII't .. ot looc 1>1tor1 tile ual Uel 
1ao14eot, tllet tllq .. re 'bOIUI4 oa a ailttU'7 u atve aploat .t.)Jae1D1a. 
WrriJ'tllelue, till Ual ual 1ao1Mat 414 U,p•, u4 Coloael Ollttu& wu 
tllere u4 ..... to ~. 'beaD taatra.eatal to Gl'lattoc a attuattoo llbtola 

'llro"'bt tt a'bnt. It h oo• r-14 tllat Oolooel Olttter4 ta apia • 

er aUll • aoU•• 1a llt)ltopta ta eo1111aeu .. with Cllll'ti'O', llba h&a 

ar .. tae4 a IIJ'lttllll qH.leate u tl-oe the e:q~laraU•• opuaUoae 

_,... tile •-uatoa 1M Pa .. lu& tbl' ....... tha .t.l!reelotu M1Dhtll' to 
' I 

a! -. • J at..ur4 011 o ,. • .,. h 'fllll& hl h to IN epente4 -

1a ,.,.._. ot a IIJ'1Uab qa41eau, prol>a-.~ tile - ooe llbla GMJ'h• 

• ,._.. .. the IIJ'tUIIIl oppeetUu to tile J, G. atte ~ at 



-:r 

tM U• U l'eMhM lh ••oeaaloo U Wllll llat ua MAl' J.Q "-• .... 

U.. el.,.a ao.. \kat tile ll'lUall MYt •1_. wl\k ..... , Jeeleaq .., 

uihnr l!r ..,t.~ alee lo _.lalopla, .&lao ... ba1't tar ..., raara beaD 

wltMael• ll'lUall e-.lel all 1..-.tl'lal ,_tnuaa at tbe Mellllw& 

e-trlae u& bau woa«ue« at tlat plu epeh n tlat worlt _,, 

l1twl .. H ell Mil 41-u .. tlat elltpUou • bolla e14tt aat 

....,.... \IIIIa aolt Uu• ot trilla, I \illllDt 1\ ttuu nt ,..,. twlr tbat 

\IIIIa ll'lUtla -.4 tilt 1\ollaa ....,, ba1'1 .. • rhali'J fer tlat "'-'' 

pnauaU•- MlllaaqMot pellUial -tnl ..... .U.loplot tilllot ll'lUtla 

lotvuu -• wtal .... ,, Mil tbat tbe Itell•• .. , uaperata - uolW to 

.. -tlal-c aillleat 1\t ut tbe aele \11111 .. get paolpleote& l!J tltla• t1ae 

reftltN • lbe ~"till .. , et celnel Olltt•& at 1lal Ual. 

110 \bet I ou•t set ,..,. -ltt4 abftt the -a1 ataatlac ot tltber _, .. , ... 
I will MIT \IIIla ailllea\ u, Ill"""•• tba\ 'llltlla \be Itallu• hawa ben 

...U -.4 lll.-., ,., \illlq illllwe bMo u. .. t u& hawe ao\ ult4 ta 11111 .. 

&• \IIIIa wrlt tbelr plae • tllelr 'alt'-t• lDteoUua. U _, be ..a 
41pl-..,, 'lla\ 11 wu fair baa"''' 

a. .u.uaa 'lllt.llll I lilt" ..... _. ait\e& .,. •• -.. ''- 1111e an.a 
ae ........ , 'betare tlat Joe .... at auooa. At Gaona .... , •Ualo otrtalolr 

a•..a tiM 1..a u& ae \1M ...Uoa\1-. t-. ... 11 •• 'lleao ter illlw 

-1•1~ .a Jl'~ ller -~ --•• ••• u _.illllapla U 'llrl• U 

'Mtare tillle ........ ••~ -u IIIP•• h.,,,.._ ht \lie oa••-•• at 

\M -16 reaa le aa\ tlaq e•tl&u \a 'loa a -al le_, I\ ... palP\M 



( 

I 
' 
• 

U Ua• U.t It~ 1ata4A t o 'tlolate Jnlaloplu hnH017. U4 •'~~••C"U•U~ 

Uaq -· OODt'rODtri w1Ua tho foot Ulot Ita~ lla4 .. taal~ 'IIIID tile 

lllll'loo• 11114 tlleJ .. deolalr" u. 
......... l .. C llefare tile Lllfl'le •' to olt OD Uae aot~a~l qv.uUoa of 

._.reoaloaa loac lloforo tho Le.,a. oaaa1dere4 .., -...aro of oaaot loaoa aDt 

1 ... llefll'l thort -· 0 Jllparq to 119 DOUoDOl 1Dhrtat IUopt Ua&t tt 
JniiiJ.opto. Uao !11'1t11h fleet oppoU"t4 lD the .. 41terrueu 1D u eaorM'IUI 

'-ZattroUoa of fU'... It •o DOt u..N u oarr, out .,.. ....S.te ot 

t ho s.~. f• DODo laa4 lieu ct., .. , It •• DO t tllere to proteot t ho 

1DtU'uta Of tllt LIIIQI Of .. U ODI or Of 111J 111'0\IP II' ec-lU .. Of tho 

Leape. !111 111'1t11h jlllaa,..._ ll•a t1U tile ltallu Oo't.,._t U aa 

tlaera u proteot .Br1Uib 1aterllh aplDot o poae1llle ltallu ottaot. u4 

t lal e atot ... at 1teelt la 1Qff1ole8\ to 41•eot tM preaaDoe of tile lll'ltllh 

aleotoral .,.ealaea 1D JlllrlaH ~ ... ._o &D4 .. , Bal41rla. !lie plaiD 

\nUl 11 1t 11M DO •tlliN'1C, t'r8 ..,...._ llat Uae Jll'lUob Go't•-• 1114 

H FPIH 'lllat U 1DUII14ah tile Italluo tr• prOaHilUDC thdr thrill 

.. 111'1Uall .-laltlODe la JtUalopla 11114 \M Uar .. t Uaat CUll' pl'IIIDOI 1D 

Jnlllopla w.l4 lie to Jll'lUob -.sre lateruu • laolii41DC tile .... O&Dalo 

a ..... OoDal - .. , ot Uaat u. tllreote ....... 1t •o 1D tu _.. 

Ulat u w.l4 lie ua>oot.-& 1D ,...,, " - 1f Uae ltall•o attU... a 

lite IOlmllr at Uaa oMatiMn ... It Uaa ... lOa uA u tho tlOlllr: of tho 

.... .....Uaaleat tM atUWUJ of Ula ll'lUIIII ~ aa - If paro 

Hltl .. oat u4 11M DO -11 J'IUIUflatUu. tllo. Uaq lla'te 'IIHD .... 



,/ 
,..llelato u4 Jll'opt~~PM..lote u4 lae•t uooolatt4 tl! .... t19u with tilt Mral 

ollla of tilt qaeotlODo 

!111 •ttlall tloot ..,. ... allwt tilt 25tll of A'llf!Ut • DIIIM41attq tlae 

Jlalla tloot 'llteU tt ut•lt 1JI .. utllerD wattra. !lla MZt till .. , 

~-las lllpt ... 11th, tht ltallua •-t4 tht lldUtll tllrut ._ 

IRirnpUUouq 4Popp1 .. .._ tllrto U•hloao U L11>7a aD4 pluU ... til• 

OD lilt JcrpUu "'••• ftut 4hlahDt ooaalatt4 ot .. o~aeaht4 UDlta 

u4 1ae4 ••flllltrt MWwtD 200 u4 500 alrpluu, lt w.t all allar tht 

UrtoUOD of JalMo fttrt 1t a folrq .. ot rM4 1'11118 alo .. tilt 

lla41ltrrutu uu .. al tf IIJ'P'• II'• a p~ oalle4 aol• • tilt 'borda 

it h pa .. a'lllt to a plaot oall" .. l1'1111, 'lllllloll h a'llout o..-t111r4 of 

300 allta. !!laue aaolluht4 alta ooul4 Jaa••-. lilt 1'1111 b tour or 

fl•• '-r•• It .. t a 41ol1Dot lllrtat • aD4 atlll lo • to tilt SQoa 

Callal, ut tile •tutll line 'llttD l..U• re1Df••-•" tr• ID41a 

1JI .,.,, 1D an.. h JII'Otttt tll-tlYtt th .. t. 

•-er. llll t pbut ....... hoolf tut of tilt plotan of tht Ltape 

Of BaUODt u4 MO ... a ttpal'atl ~lo-ltallu OODfll .. • JDclU4 teylDI 

U JII'OhOl lltr .. lrtl ltaq \171 .. lO GJud. lltr Otl .. lal 4atta1D, !lit 

-oPI' .... la !llleao It h a flpt .. lilt part tf Ilaq to p1D 

-•111• at u the pwl of PIC'eef to looo •'111-.• OM 1o • lilt 

._.uthll lilt o\lt.w • tilt 4afuohto •t •Uitotr of lila .. ..,..to 

DIIF .,...._ tra tilt wrl4 u -al .. -"· BMII of tllttl h oparaU .. 

tr .. partlf otlflalt. .. tl•too 



, 

1 ..,..., ~t tlpt tt .. ,_u, bepa *tUitr .,w4 11 ntberht4 ._ 

Ult Leacat ar att, 1 • MUetlt4 1tall' h aot 111111 h oup ller aot1YU7 

l.a Atl'lh ulut IRON tt ciD 10 'IIJ' a ll1 l lt017 4dtat U' .. 0 OODttqlWIDtt 

tf It--t &tttltl'J'o Ufo 1 Wlllt aclaa4 will \1'7 tO prnaD\ lt aoOIItr 

• lotar. U4 lt alul 4ota• t 40 U ••• alul wlll lion to 40 lt teD 7 t tra 

&• aow. ht tlra\ aa4 loot U will bt a I!IJ'lUell tlpt aplaet 1tall' u4 

att a ~ ot •ttoDa tlsJit ar a -ol tlcbt. 

ColParoaUtaa u ttUla U1t &olt Ullac aD4 tt lli(Ul4ata t ilt 11holt 

ll11l1017 presr• aUll ooaUaut. ~.Pol, '1U14looour0114. h aaltlDI 0110t11er 

prtpoaal. .,., tw tht lift ot • I o.-.t ttt liMr Oll7 ot t llaa •• be 

tttept t4. 'tilt ~.e.,.... bat olrt._ ,.., • reoord. oa 40DO'IUIOlal Ital7 .. 

u 'IP'tlaor. n _, aoroll7 - apprna a ttltl-Dt 'lllllloll ~4 'bt 

a parUUtD ot tile tanU017 tf tJM at i t a .-... , 1a trtror ot U10\ 

._.., .. er, to d.o ao would. put a praal• ~~pa• ._..tttloa aD4 would. r...,.4 

Uall' tar llawlac •ltlata4 ita Mtt atl- tbllpUea. It tilt ~.e.,.... 

U.ul4 d.t wt 1t 'ONul4 otaao to be a warl4 tarot ar a ...-ol orpalaaUoa. 

Dnt tlllat tlltrt lt ao Ull'bt la • lllH. 

aa tllat w Leacu 11at tltllar ,., '' llaH ••• 11&11' ,., tt Noll: 

U.t w ... lad. ,., to ...._ u. - • 'N *1WI4e 

10 tllat .. 1 aot 1t oat ot tllrtt tlliap ••• llappa. llitll• tilt 

Jot..- ,. .. tid ot R81attt aa a Wll'14 twott w ltll, .... niatf.t tr 

-1•4 .... a 40tt ,u h lltr -.ire. O.t at tllaao tllru til.._. Ill• 

.. , tt llaJIPtt • l tN - oat 1 t:w:pttt tllal't h a ,.., d.tal ot tntll 1D 



tll11 1b11naUoa • 7W1' .u.triou .\llbaeuUr 1o B- 11 Jut a eilos>le little 

-1oaa et'lllleot ritb aoral aDCl lepl 1dlu &114 p1t-f1ot17 lporut of tba 
willa tt 41pl__,. 1 • problbl7 Jut a ailos>le little tellow tU.t 0118bt 
aet te be u •lll•aa40r \- 1 ou1t 111 boor 41pl-Ueta ou UJ9 tbalr 

aol- uolaraUooa 1a publio witbout cOIIpl'oaia1• their boDII' • till 

41Pit7 of tbtll' Gl•er-at aDCl t~t 41abo .. at7 1o tbt rue or worl4 

tpbloa. lt thq art llootat, thq ou•t HUlt it witbeut a t1el>t. It 

tbq art 4hb0Dttt, .. O'GCbt to -ab IV bu4a Of th .. ll!rbow• 

!he 41pl-Uo pr•• 1a te •- to a 11ttl_.t *lob will aa•• the 
tue ot 1111Hol1a1, the prttt110 tt Qreat I!II'Uaia, &114 tba 411Dlt7 of tbt 

s..._ or .. uoae. .,.. I aoUee tbq l~&n the aecua nt or thiel I 

II'IIPP'II Ill 1a to be .... "' tltblr 'lllr the allot ut ~11 ot tbe ltal1ua or 
111r tbe aoralla1JIC eoeMalo .. tt.Uhe et DalaDCl. 

It .. 1 ... 1 tba .Le .... &114 JI'IMPYe tb1 a-.11ab :.pire, tba ol4 worl4 

will roll alo .. _...tile 1011tle 1111,.._, et llrtat Br1ta1a tor •- tn 
71ara to •-· JI'Qt it Italy h Uos>lutl4 witb a \lc eolOIQ' aat a per1hH~~& 
... 1UOD N'Dtb Of the 811411 Caaal, the pollUoal lu.-.p at tbe worl4 h 

pi• to be 41ttll'tDt, ut it II&T be •11'7 1otarntlDC• 

!Ill •tblwlrtDC - h liable ta l011l at Dala4 &I a f1DI ~le Of D 

'-Mir• .u tar •• .. l&DCl h ooootl"'let. ebe 1a a •11'7 o1H 4aoOJ'Mir• 

.. , .. tllr .. llrl&t .. 1tala ... the :.Plr• ..... _ .. aba h ~· '""' 
ae .,,,, a oeao1atratiaa 1t pol1t1oal pewer u tallt .. 1o Praeala prior to 

1,11. !II& Jr1Uall J'DP11-at u4 ita ........... epMil fOJ' tu .. ire, nt 

.. ubar Oaaa4e, aor IIOiatb J.trlea. oor ID41a, ..,. .tutral1a, 111r an 
l eall"4, ..., 111r tf lh -.1111' ,.." 11&1 a "'' 1a J'DP11-at. Dq 1'* 



•• tbolr ow 11Ule ..... op\1011 ot loshlaU.,. llo41u lib ev otatoo 

4o. lloat tbq bau ao l'opl'totataUoa 1a tbo pelh; k1q lloq •• o'lll' otatu 

bau. ~11-at aa4 ita loaclaro opeak tor tile Dlplro aa4 ut 1a tbo 

._, ot tbo lllplro. !JMir u ... a llttlo trDI&l>lo oooadoaall.J' wltb tllolr 

4oata1oao aa4 ooloalu oa .. uora ot latorllal pollq. lloat •• tbo lllplro 

opoako tbo 4.U.loDI aa4 ooloaho all •oto "A7•"• It 1a tbo aoot ooatralho4 

Go•or•at oa o.nb to4q wltb tba poullllo ezoop tioD ot Ital.J' - ~~ -

'-l ito .,,,,.,. oatoDt -.too lt aoro ooatralioot tii&D oltbor - llat I .. 

ua'ble to tblak ot it 1a tbo l1 ... t ot a U.oraq or •• \Jplf)-1., tbo 

pdiiOiploo ot oo•or-at •lob we b..,o doYolopet 1a ~rloa. ozoept 1a eo 

tar •• tbq appl.J' to tbo JrlUab Iolu tboaaolYu ..... ,,., tbo7 are 4ollsbttul 

£ ~ H., J.;. -

e. au ...... 
•• 6' A'--( ..... ~ ?"~ ;;:: c.r ,., 

I'Uialastoa. D. o. 



., . 

., 4ear OIIJeto 

lllaoe ,. laHar to JOU of Ootober 30 the e1tuat1 o11 hu not Obaagd 

I.JI diJ aaterlal aapeot. EYUJbo~ eee .. to be .. ltlag tor oae reaaoa 

or aaother. ! he ltallaaa are talldag about aegotlatloa blat prooeecllllg 

aacl 0811 clo a otbhog UDtU tllq hue llacl their eleotlou, 'l'lla rrnoh are 

talltlag about aegotlatlo11 'Wt trJliiS to c- to ,,... 4etlnlte UDcleratan4-

llllf tritb either areat BrltaiD or Italy or both to help t b .. agaiut .;er~, 

the Leagu.e ot .. uona la plo441Dif oo lte .. al'll ~ through o.-ttteu 

prOIJ'•• haYlDS poetpoaecl the applloatloa of aaiiDUOIIa UDtil attar the 

81'lt1eh aleot1ooe. 

it lliat>t hope tor eoae ohaage to o- atttl' the Brltlall ehoUou, blat 

I • IIOPaU, aatlatlacl that la the 'bott• ot their baarh thq haYe 

aot tile al1&t>ttat hope tor arrlYJ.ac at a aaule .. at, ., laat oooYeraaUoa 

wUh 1111'. Sa•llh, ..,1oh I hacl , .. ,..,41ir aa4 a1u baa alre~ 'be .. 

tal..,apll.&. lett • ..tt• tile rather aol- aa4erataa41111f thet tbq 

.. re 1oolt1Dif torwar4 wUil rathor a pia 4etaN1aaUoa to "'ohal 



ftt Pl'tddat 

Ja I wrott 701l lD lllf' lut l tUtl'0 I tll1DII: tbe atraal t 1e l'lal17 ODI 

lltt"ID Bllglc4 IUI4 Ihl7. ftt roa4 to Jll'Uhll .-pll't bat 01'01114 with 

the r oa4 ot ItaU• .-pll'loal ..,.ltlODI or ooloDlal aeplraUODio whlahnll' 

111 oare1 to oall ito ftt Ol'OIOl' .... 11 Sail• A ola.b i1 a 41tiD1tl 

OOl'talllt7 U I Ill ito 

I lalow 71u han th011pt I .. a pt4 41al ot a pnaial1t, u4 1 han 

~ia4 the tJuou1t 117 olaialliC to lit a real let. hi eiahtftl' wq 7l1l _, 

nt• .. to4q I 0&1 0117 Ill tl'oUlt 1D Ult fUture. '1'0 JIIU'IIll tbe 

tho11Cbt that J1118laa4 u4 Sta17 ooul4 haYI a llatUt, l'ftD ot a o...,aratht17 

.-t tar.1Un u4 with ~a«lu4 Ylotorloua, wlthOilt inol<riDC other 

ooaatritl ot JaP1P1 w0Dl4 lit to 4tlu 41 ODtltlt with tho thoQibt t hat 

there Wll a UD1Ytraal truqu1llt7 POopt iD the11 tWI artat. 

'lllllt ItaU.UI -Dt 1e 1 palpalllt U4 throlllliDif th1Dif0 the ..._ .. , 

ot o-rv art ta1t il tht .aldJIC c4 ot ,.._, rt_., M4o llllt Oll'l'it4 

11 .. a -4 111 lta 10aNr4 OODOtala4 tr• the lDquil'iDC t!FII Of tht 

~lie, WI ••• ._ a 7- or Ml'l ... 111 '11- tbet tbere -~ a real 

.... 11 • ·-U'7 *~* ... """'' .. tl hlllt ...... 41-'. ... thtrt 

•• alllt11'7 tatull.-.atl all ollt4 u4 11'11114 11 l'Olu4, o1111fe1lawla. 

aa4 au .. ta. !he oiDtllOUJIC 1Dtll'latl ot ·- at thlu oour-ta wtll 

VlDC ·- lD0 •4 thelr pl'IIIDOI will llriDC othtl'l llo I 0-0t Ill 

,.., ~~- tar u will .. ar Jut eloh ... will lito- lno1Ya4 tlrat. 

'-' I • ..,, Uult lt Ult -.u.-&tallu U. atll'tt aD4 laah .._, 

e..turula 1-.&111. ot t t.a \bet tll'lt ... u4 t11.t1 ••t iler will ''' 111. 

All4 tile ,_ ,.... people.., »• vp 1"~17 llttel'l .._,at it 



I 
happeDa, !'hal: la \ha ODl,r thlDg which - .. Do\ u be dapallllaD\ up the 

t1rat ahot 1D 11110thft' WU'0 U4 there 1o 1aoll a sraat 4Ul Ot 'llllreat iD 

Pl'aDCII aD4 11111h a large u4 .. 11 orgauhl4 11" 11-Dt that it 11 ... 1 

alaoet DHIUI1'7 to upaot •- ra41oa1 ohuge 1D tha tora o t the PI' a Doh 

QoYaraaeDt bator• ••r.v loug, 

fta truth ot it ia that the Italic ahallluge u !Df!lu4 iD tha 

•14iterrauau hal ra1H4 tha apeatar ot uothar lllllta1'7 power aloDg the 

OIDtral Dll'YI Ot .-plJ'a, lt ..... ta bl a OODtliOt iD ~ioh Ethiopia 

11 a ol41-ahow u4 ~ah w01ll4 ha'fe co .. to a hea4 101111how or other l'fiD 

it there ha4 uot baeD au Ethiopia. ~~ ~r• tact that it io Ethiopia 

~ioh bring• it to a bea4 h beaau .. there -• DO other place tor Ital7 

to go. 11» UDtll tin7 7111'1 ago the cont1De11t ot J.trioa wu a 4ark az~4 

1t0kDOW11 waato •••a thODII> oa ita bor4ara tor ~houaall4a aud thouaa~~4a ot 

71ara ha4 uhtl4 the worl4'• oul7 oi'f1111aUou, aat 1a a atouu throw 

troa R~ tod.q •Oill4 hl'fl requ1l'l4 eu4leu toll aD4 J•ar• ot work to 

raaah, Dw'iDg tha t1n7 71ara ill whlah J.tr1oa hao ban abaarbl41tha 

Qo'far-ta ot Jurope, axoept ltal,r, haYe ha4 thdr big a11ou. !'fill 

little PGrtugal aD4 Balgi,_. oOUDtriaa iDOODHqueut1al 111 oiaa 1114 power 

to Ital.)-, ha'fl 'fiP,V uteDai'fa oolo111ta. 'l'lun'lb Ital,r -11:11 too lata, or 

wu hlllptr ... aarllar b7 the iDOa.pthiiCie or her atata-, it r-iD1 

that 11\hiopia wu the pl.oa iD Atrioa ~1ah wu uot alre_.,. oooap1a4 liT 

•- other Jaropeu power. It alae hll)l)IDa4 that the parUoular ape\ 

1D the llaD4a ot a ..,opeu p- wou14 ralae oalD with Yar1oua ot tha 

BriUah pouuaiiDI aoattara4 throup J.tr1oa u4 Alia. ADd. the ruult 
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h tlat tht Ital1• oatllrtalt. ella 1t la po1Dtt4 at Jthlopla. la r .. u, 

aWtd at tbt Brl tlah IDipll't. 

I Cblok WI oaaoot attard to look at tht world at a t atlo. tlth ar 

at to lta phllotophlta. ito polltioal t htorita. lta polltioal Jurla41ot1ooa. 

or u to ita geOFapbloal upeota. It waa oo:Q- a hwull'ad Jttra ago that 

a tatu. ~ltq prop•• .uta lUnar. gabla. and at tar aaat •• tht 

!U•l'ITf •OUDttloa all4 wutward along t ht aoutb ddt ot tiM llt41ttn&Dt&Do 

It axiata to4q 111 a 'ftrJ rutrlottd arta lD .uta IUDOJ'o \'WO llwl4rt4 

Jtara ago tilt Spaoiah -.pirt tDOCIIpattt4 .oat ot tht AINI'loaa0 1Dolu41ng 

JDOat ot tha U'o1tt4 Statu. aad rulod t b a aaaa. TodaJ 1t 1o hard:Q" otlt• 

au.pport111g aad praoUoal:Q- oootlntd to a pooloaulaf ln Europa. Suoh 

baa buo tht hhlOI'J o! tht world. llllltaa WI da!l¥ tbt thtoey o! oh&Dge 

aad aaoapt tilt po1ot ot 'f1tw that thi ll88 will alwqa r .al.o aa thtJ 

art ft oaDDot apaot tht Brlthh -.plra to contlJnM • • lt 11. Thlo 

11q DOt bt the tl.IM tor 1t to au.tttr a aat•llacl<, BUt -.bttllar t lllo lo 

&bt tlllt or Dot, •- woh -.blUoo lo ..an to a t art tht ohallge at •-

tllt'lll't tlllto .. aOD&l:Q- I do DOt dhOOUDt tht pOWII' Ot tilt ItallaD 

11111tUJ aoh1Dt OODOtDtl'ttt4 at lt 1o 1D tilt taatarD p•t Of tht 

•t41 torraoaao. l&athtr thq oao ~ tht billa to kaap 1t ~~• 11 

tDOtbel' th1JIC0 llat lD .. opbiOD tbt7 Otll katp 1t ~111C tflr Dttr:Q" two 

7•••· ne atart ~~q ba 4tlafM, lito- 1 thlDII: both lila Br1Uah .... 

the lt'allat ha'ft a lvkiJIC 14aa thel tht other'• • ., hu •-

.. atar1- ..-ut7 ot *lob thq - a lilt atrt14, JJQt 'lllathor 1t 1t 



-~ tor tt.t rouOII or tor e- otbu' reuoa. eooaer or later - all4 

,. t-prua10D 1o eooDar - thh th1QS 1a 101QS to 'break out lDU aotual 

opa ...rfara aD4 1a.oha othar uUoDI ot Jllrope wtth tbo ollallooa that 

1t lllq dewelop lDto a IIUJ'Dpi&D OODfl .... at lODo 

I hope JCN are go1111 to ltoop u. out. It tbe7 are so1Dc to clutro7 

th ... el•••• lt le beaauao their al•lllaatloo 1e 'built ou thoae l1oea. 

••D people UJ to • • tbet 1t would be a lb.- to daatro, noh a p~ 

o1•111aat10D0 J O&DDOt halp 'but reaarlt that it 1a that eame a1Y111sat1ou 

'ltlloh haa dnolopod 11Dd produced the t hlJII which 1a about to doatro, 1C 

aD4 that CODMquu t l1 the otrougeat part of tbe o1Y1lllat1ou aD4 tho 

110at Ylrlh lliiDeut of 1t 1a Ha powr tor dutnctlau. t'a 19 alod that 

1a a trill-. aDd 1f tho oatM}¥• 'braall:a aD4 .. get draB loto 1t • • 

wlll oot be able to rell~t tho flroa of a docoot ol•ll1aat1oD. So J 

tanautl7 hope JOU are 101111 to lta-s> u. 014 0 eel 'ltleo I aq "out" I 

•ao ntlralJ oat - wlt bout 111Q' poaal'b1llt7 of 'bellll la.ohodo 

ane I ballna J'O'C& are not eotlralJ aat1at1a4 with the DoutralltJ 

llglalatloa. 7tt to 11111J a1D4 lt ottara a •e17 110114 eclut1oa. aDd I • 

atnldJOU are solatr to ha•e a lot of trouble with tho Oaagreu to get 

it ob&zllact. aaoapt to write l oto the l• a ~d t• a..,,. etrltt 

DautralltJ• Baa wq it atiiDda to4q t'be Allarloao people ClaD tract. at 

tllelr •• rialto ""' ot th• wbo are 11lt1ah -afl to take tho ollalloa 

are at Ubar\J '0 4o .. wltlloolat 1D ~ wq lnohllll tho OO'fer.nt of 

the UDltad stataa or aal<lQS 1t Dtoue.,- t• the ao .. r,..Dt to protect 

tllla. ucllt \ht tllaatU' of- • oulcl 'baa- alarsecl. t'be -• thl• 
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.ror purpoaea Of peaoe I 'bel1no 111 i11tor11ational oooperat1o11. Por 

puzpoaea ot war 1 believe 111 kelpiiiS out, ADd it we e tor t to t ake a ida• 

ill order to -· peaoa, our poo1t1on 1a bmadiate)¥ ollllq)l'olllhad with 

neq chance that •• will b e drae 1nto tho war, 

It I la>cw IIIII' "ll1ddle Wut• and it I have aqy proper apPreo1atiou of 

the aeut1 ... nt ot the AJDaricau people lt~ins wut ot the .t.llagball7 ll.ounta111a 

aDd eout h ot the Xaao11 and Dixoll LiD a , t hey waut "out "• .t.Dd it they eaw 

thia thins ae olooely aa I ••• 1t a11d had the vail ot ~atioi .. lifted 

tr• tha picture a o that they could a u it in all of ita ualcecl reality, 

I .. sure they wou ld th111k ao all the more, Baoauae all ot theaa nationa, 

iuoluding Great Britatu, have p olic iea baal4 on toraa and put t heir fattb 

1D big lll111tary ..,d naval eatabltabalent a - miob uoua ot th• ou at!crd. 

!be Ita11•• have Ugbtanl4 their balta tor t he a-Uon period and 

ara all aat aDd waitllls tor ...,.t thq fear and expec t to be tha opentng 

SUD ot the tight with JDglaDCI.. 1 au•t 111 aqy 110a,pa tr• it - but 

J~~at aa aooa ae I aaa t he altgbt .. t rq ot hope, I will ba tha tirat to 

.att 1t and will and a JO¥ou tellsr-

W1\Il "''7 soocl whh &Del reepeottlal aDcl. atteoUonate regaru, 

:0. Preatdnt 
fta etta IOilaa 
Waeb.1Dpo11, Do c. 
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closely paraphr ased be­fore being communicated 
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Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

822, November 12, 3 p . m. 

Rome 

Dated November 12, 1935 
Rec'd 1 : 15 p.m. 

The present seems to be an opportune moment to make 
a resume of the European political crisis. It may be 
oppor tune for the reason that the present solstice marks 
the end of one period and the beginning of another . Any 
account of the complicated situation is lacking in clarity 
and baffling to lhe understlndlng which falls to recognize 
t hat there are t wo academic struggles in Europe, sometimes 
fused, sometimes seeming to h~ amalgamated but fundamentally 
different and distinct. One is the Italo-Abyssinian conflic t 
of which the political focus is Geneva. Tho othor is the 
Anglo Italian conflict which has its epi center in the 
eastern Mediterr~nean . 

t'I'PLO-ETHIOPIAN . 

ConsJ.dering these sepnrete l y and in that order Italy 
vis a vis Geneva s t ands today indicted as en aggressor, 
stigmatized as en international outlaw, subJect ed to 
sanctions of industrial, economic end financial character . 

At t he 
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At the moment she has an army of nearly 300,000 men 
i n Ethiopia, is shipping additional supplies and per­
sonnel reinforcements at the rete of 12 ,000 a week; has 
50,000 troops 1n Lybie, 1 ,000,000 soldiers in Italy . A 
recent survey of industrial activity in Italy discloses 
present generally speaking (for it is impossible to 
check up every individual manufacturing plant and their 
respective products) the entire productive machinery 
of the country is working day end night on military 
supplies . Producti on is no t being increased for the 
simple reason all the plants hsve been working at capacity 
for many months turning out military motors, airpl anes, 
rifles, guns, ammunition, equipment, et cetera. They are 
sti ll working st capacity . There is no dlmunition of 
output . In a constant stream ships carry men, arms, 
equipment, munitions and supplies to Africa. 

Under these circumstances and with a sound appreciat i on 
of the character of the men directing I t alian policy today 
I have no hesitancy 1n saying that there is not the very 
slightest indication of modification of their course in 
this respect in the near future . Reaffirming my repeated 
statements t o you during the whole course or this d ifficul t y 
I aay that they have no present idea of altering their 
course but on the contrar y tha t they ere determined to 

suppl:y 
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supply aa many more men and materials ae may be 

neceeeary to a successful proaecution of their venture 

in Ethiopia. 

The Italians bt! lieve rightly or wrongly that their 

former poaaeasion or the Tigre waa terminated by the 

incompetence ot tho chen Italian Government and that 

Adowa stood ae a disgrace to their national reputation 

and aa a testimony to their own improper equipment; that 

the present delayed punitive expedition must be eo manned 

and equipped as to deny the possibility of repetition. 

Their policy is to induce· the local chiefs (End Section 

One). 

CSB LONG 
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to accept without a rt(;ht the protection of Italy i n 

preference to th~t of the !leuus b~t to conCront them 

with a force bovrlldorinc;ly superior as on added induce-

mont to submission . 

THEIR IIILITARY Ait:S . 

They plan to occupy as much of the country outside 

the old Kingdom or Ethiopia as may be practicable but 

certa"-nly su!'ficient to join territorially thoir two 

colonies including substantial part s or the uplands 

-- and t o rotoin control or the territory occupied. 

Simul tanoously tho~' nlan to build roods , dig wells , 

build towns , establish telegraphic and telephonic 

communications and to render tho country habitnblo for 

perscns of readable education and experience , all with 

tho idea of colonization and exploitation . 

POLITICAL 
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POLITICAL POLICY. 

n1eir policy bAs been and still is to delay a 

negotiated settlement . until they have occupied such a 

substantial part or the country that their claims to 

possession or control cannot be successfull y denied. 

During that pe1•iod of time - - until there may be found 

a settlement -- they are bending every effort in Africa 

to advance slowly but sm•ely, then consolidate thei r 

positions and t o pour j,n men in the rear for protective 

purposes . At the san1e time t '1oy are playing a delaying 

diplomatic came . 

SETTLEI:ENT OF TilE DI SPUTE. 

The hope of negotiators is to save the face of 

Mussolini ; the dignity of England and the honor of the 

League of Nations , The three seem to me incompatibl e . 

As I see it each has gone so far ther e is no retreat 

without loss of face or dignity or honor. It can be 

settled on a basis favor able to Italy, That would 

require the League to accept a dec i sion which woul d 

engulf i t 1n the bad estimation of the public for it 

would r equire a partition of a member state in f avor 

of an aagr essor and incidentially put premium on 
aggression , 
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, 

As I seo it one of three pr esumptions must happon 

(1) o. negotiated settlement which will ruin the 

character of the League; (2) an hu:niliatod Italy; or 

(3) an Encland partially defeated at sea . 

SA::crio::s . 

I divide this into its effect on (a) Italy and 

(b) European sn:-.ctionin- countries and governments . 

(a) Itely , The 1.1crodible hnppened 11hon there 

was practical Wlanimitr in the vote for sanctions . 

The Government was disillusioned and distressed 

particularly at the attitude of Franco but in a true 

co:-:~bativo mood imnediatoly took steps (a) to apply 

t~e arrancoments already ~~de to cinimize the effect on 

I talino econOMY and (b) to retaliate on tho countries 

of those governments w:uc:1 will actually apply the-: . 

In respect to the t'C•l' ...... r act.Lvity the government hao 

already directed ourtailnont (one) 1n tho uoo of moat 

by abstaining 

(END SECTION T\'/0) 
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Tuesdays and We dnesdays (oxcept ~.ickon may be eaten 

Wednesdays) , (two) in tho usc of gasoline by raising 

the price to almost prohibitive figuros , (three) in 

the use of electric power by rearranging the hours 

of business and offices by arranging for closing at 

4 :30 thereby eliminating electric consumption at night 

and continuing work through the lunch hour , 

A perfect phenomenon is the attitude of the I talian 

peopl e . They have accepted the vote of s anctions wi t h 

stoic placidity and await application with grim calmness 

not usually associated with Italian temperament but 

which is both a reflection of the attitude of their 

leaders and a testimony to their entire devotion to 

the cau se at stake . They anticipate privations of a 

drastic nature and are prepared to suffer them with 

perfect 



( 

REP 

2- #822, From Rome , Nov . 12, 3 p . m. 
(Sec . Three) 

perfect equanimity . 1'hey are a grim, determined 

nation today practically totalitari~' in abnegation 

and support . 

(b) Retaliations on other countries . They are 

already (#) from buying articles of French and British 

manufacture . Such articl es as may have been in shops 

-- perfumes , brandies , et ce t era - - are already removed 

from( ?) and stored away . That is just spontaneous 

action by the people . The Government , however, plans 

definite steps . Vlhe.t they are I do not know but I 

think they will include withholding balances due , 

refusal at the ports of cargoes under delivery, owners 

to pe.y return costs, dumping for eign secur itie s on 

their local bourses , possibl y impounding credits and 

even possibly confiscat i on of property owned in Italy. 

But this ~s pure conjecture as no one is in the con-

fidence of the Government . In other wor.ds, they look 

upon sanct ions as economic we.r waged against t he 

individual and collective personality of Italy and 

are prepared to mee t it on the.t basis by waging 

economic war against the personality of foreigners 

citizens of off ending governments who have property 

real 
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real or personal sub ject to the jurisdiction of Italy. 

It is a new kind of warfare but logical i n view of 

sanctions and not wi thout some precedent . 

IS APPLICATION PRACTICAL? 

The hope of ::.. •• e l i orating t heir prospective con­

dition l i es in a negative unswer . It seems there will 

be bootleg~ing on a large scale with some governcents 

acting as bootlor.;gers or conni ving at the practice 

bub 1n spite of governme<lt supervision there is 

certain to be a lot of illicit trade 1n evasion of 

sanctions regulations . The future alone can disclose 

the extent of it . But even with a strict application 

of the provisions as they stand I think Italy can last 

two years with the proviso that before the end of that 

period the inovi table will be apparent and have its 

depressing psychological effect . 

(b) EFFECT 011 EUROPEAN SA.~CTIONINC C01JliTRIES AND 

OOVERNMENTS • 

Ther e will be pol itical repercussions in the 

internal affairs of some in consequence of 

LONO 

CSB 
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of these I count France as i mportant . Hy information 

here from non Italian sources is that t here is wide-

spread sympathy for Ita :cy throughout Franco, a 

recr\\descence of opposition to England, and a growing 

potent ial opposition to the Laval Government which if 

his strong hand is sho. l<on may assume the proportions 

of real disorder . Yugoslavia aould appl y sanctions 

strictly but to do oo would have to send her army to 

tho border and tho unfortunate consequences of that 

move would be enor Mous . Rumania will still sell her 

oil and will suffer internal difficulties if she fails 

t o continuo her foroign credits through that modium. 

Czechosl ovakia intends to onforeo sanctions . Tho road 

for Poland to offootuato hor exceptions recorded at 

Genova lies through Germany and Austria , If an effort 

wore not made t o exorcise force against Austria t o 

compel hor oomplianeo wi th tho Genova program Italy 

would 
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would consider it an unwarranted interferonoe in the 

internal affairs of that country and would react to 

it as quiclcly and as effectively as she would if 

GortrE~ny should attempt an intol·forenoo thoro . Germany 

is vratohing the whole procoodinc with tho understanding 

that the machine w:'lich has been fashioned to operate 

a~aL~st ~orsolf is bo,ng r~von a thorough trial and 

a shar pening up ao as to havo it a l l creaood and 

primod for future use and she is not very sympathetic 

in her efforts to i>Orfoct tho oechanism. "lhile I 

can ' t i=gine Ger:::any ·:1111 suffer nny internal compli­

cations from tho effect of the presen t movement -

except to solidify Hitler ' s strength out of fonr of 

France and the League - her foroi gn policy is liable 

to be modified to look more to England for a better 

understandinG thoro , It is also t rue she soos her 

pan-Gorman nmb1 tions closer to roali zn t i on with a 

prospect of a woakonod Italy and tho end of the ol d 

allied porters . And in my ::lind the one thing that 

stands out as def inite is tho long time ostrangomont 

of Ita l y and Enel and frustrat t ng t h o ol d allianc e a nd 

necessitating a new European set of alli anoo . Theso 

have como into vogue in a pi to or tho Loa guo of !lations , 

(?) Franco and her Little Entente -- and Franoo nnd 

Russia 
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Russin . Tho encirclement policy of France was practical 

as lone ao Italy stayed w1.th he r and England but with 

Italy and England antocon1zcd the enc1rolomont policy 

sooms or doubtful longevity. And that leads to my 

second subdivision tho Anglo Italian strugglo . Dut 

before I venture on it ond in closing this part of 

the review I de:Jiro to omphDsizo the calm undemonstra -

tive quiet r:ell ordered deep seated unanimous determination 

or tho Italian people to ··oo t'lis Vlhole think through 

undor tho orders of tho ?uoe and at the sa.~e t mo to 

remind )'OU again of tho bold fearless v1r1lo, aloo~t , 

it sooms , roo kless , dotorm• nation of their leaders . 

ANGLO-ITI.LI!UI DISPUTE. 

This developed gradually to a point whore tt has 

anoumod tho greatest inportanco and 1n the oourso of 

its development boca~ separate and 

CSB LONG 
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distincb from the Italo-Abysainian dispute focused 

in Geneva. The Italian press beca~ critical of England 

in early ~y, 1935. Suvich stated to me then it was 

retaliatory of articles in th'J Englisl• press critical of 
papers. 

Italy. There were some such articles in British/ The 

Italian press though soon outstripped them in malodiction 
and I now believe it was a studied policy of the Italian 

Government either because Mussolini foresaw that England 

must 1n the very nature of geography end British imperial 

plans sooner or later take steps to oppose Italy or ~a­

cause the Italian Government had some definite knowledge 

of British activity in and plans for a penetration of 

Abyssinia which would, if successful, have precluded the 

realization of Italian ambitions there--or some of both. 

Ne vert heless, the Italian press grew vic i ous . In August 

Great BritAin ordered her home fleet to the Mediterranean 

and her China fleet to the Red Sea . The movement actually 

started 
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started August 25th. This was before the League met 
September 4th to consider the question of aggression and 
was without any authority of t~~ League. It was an uni­

lateral action of Great Britain iL defense of her own 
interests as the Br itish Ambassador in Rome later told 
Mussol1n1. In my mind t~e ~ovement never needed explana­

tion. Its nature was patent on tts face. After the whole 
fleet was in the Mediterranean the League met. Also after 

the t beginning September i.i 3nd end 1ng September 16 the 
Italian Government moved two r~chan1zed divisions and 
some hundreds of airplanes to Libya 'lind placed them on 
the F.gyptian border . It was their answer to the British 

fleet. After that a third division was sent. Prior to 
this there ware 1n Libya some seven thousand colonial 
colored troops ell tho rest having been wi thdrawn and sent 
to the Ogaden front in Somali. 

In spite of the electoral statements of distinguished 

British statesmen that the fleet .!!. in the Medite:reanean 
to lend support to the councils at GeneYa the fleet ~ 
there before there ware any decisions taken at 'Jeneva which 
might need support . 

The Italians as a nation were el ectrified and were 
im=ediately solidified. The war became not only justified 

of which 
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of which thoro had been some doubt but sanctified. Italy 

resented the presence of tho fleet as an intimidation. 

The British suddenly discovered three divisions on 

the frontier of Egypt and resented that as a throat . And 
it was. 

As a gesture to relieve tension and to entice some 

warships away from his path Mussol1n1 withdrew one divi­

sion (but not a mechanized unit). The British thought 

one division not equal to a battleship and failed to with­

draw a s i ngle unit unless the French would throw open their 
bases, supplement any British withdrawals. 

Conversations in Paris, London and Rome and professions 
of deep friendship have eased the tension a little but the 

fundamental difference 

WWC :CSB LOOO 
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remains and out s'la dows in importance any of the 

Geneva deliberations . Until ~-e Br itish elections 

are pass .. d , and t ho date CJf application of sanc­

tions has ar1•ived, the tension will be relieved 

and t he situation c ontinuo unchanged barring any 

uni'ortunate accident which might precipitate an 

armed clash, 

Danger of war between Italy and England 

is s realty, n ot because of or for the account 

of the League of Nations , but because or the 

clash of two ambitions for empire , the r:nths to 

each of which Cl' oss at Suez . If actual hosti l ities 

do not break out soon, that danger will continue 

a long time - - and until ei ther Italy is forced 

to abandon Ethiopia for finnncial reasons or is 

whipped in a fight , or until England becomes 

reconciled 
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reconciled to a big Italtan c i viliza ti on impl anted 

in juxtaposition to her colonial treasurers and 

on her pa t h to India . 

This fac t alone ends the entente c ordial s 

with ita consequences in Europe . But it also 

portends more armaments with more political unrest 

than it has a l ready created and brings c loser an 

Europeo.n conflagarat i on. The consequence of that 

European situation, and tho cert aint y that the 

governments inconsonant will be preoccupied at 

home gi ve3 Japan a f r ee hnucl to pur sue her way 

unmol ested in the Far Bsst . And Japan will be 

su.re to constitute such a continuing threat to 

Russia tha t the latter can be counted on for 

litt l e military activi ty in the European field. 

Whether that i s a blessing or not is debatable . 

So tha t the Angl o- Italian conflic t i s l iable 

to have far reachi ng consequences . 

While I t,al y was entirely wrong in her pane-

t r ati on of Abyssinia f r om the point of view of 

the Loague Covenant , the Kellogg Pact , and her 

honorabl e commi tntents , there is qui to a difforont 

aspoot in regard t o hor difficulty with Enaland. 

In 
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In my opini on Great Britain ' s navnl threat against 

Italy was also a violation of the Covenant of the 

Leaeue (it was a t hreat of war) and fairl y good 

evidence that she was , and is , ready to disregard 

her renunciation of 11war as a nat i onal policy" 

taken under the Kellogg Pact . And that possi bly 

will conti~uo unless , and tmtil sho receives an 

auth ur•.za';ion froo the Lee.gue 7..> make war against 

Italy. 

ATTITUDE TOWARD ~·!E.'liC'A . 

The effort s of the Ar.-.3rican Oo·1ernment t o 

prevent hostilities in Ethiopia have been uni­

versally received and appreciated as to the 

wholesome and honest expression of a great power 

of its desire to pr eserve peace. 

The neutrality proclamation was viewed by 

Italy at first with some suspicion in that its 

application was practically one- sided. Now they 

have adjusted their minds to look upon i t as a 

real neutrality in a conflict we triod to prevent . 

However 1 the I tal ian officials place thoir orm 

interpretations upon such extracts as appear 

here in tho press for public 

KLP:Sl.lS LONG 
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This t elegram must be 
cloooly paraphrased be­
fore bo1ng communi cated 
to anyone (B) 

Secretary of State, 

\'/ash1ngton, D. C. 

ROME 

Dated November 12, 1935 

Rec ' d 8 :05 p, :n, 

822, November 12 , 3 p. m. (SECTI ON SEVEN) 

Statements made by the responsible heads of 

tho Ameri can Government road in connection with other 
interpretations of those stato~onts sent out from 
En(;land are i1kely to convey the impression that any 
remnrks fa vo1•oblo to , or which might be cons trued 

as an encourage~ent to the Longue as lining koerica 
up with British policy. Considering the peculiar 

situation of Italy vis a vis England , they naturally 

reason that if these expressions i ndicate tho poss­

ibility of a modification of policy which would be 

1n support of the League ' s position or that of 
England ipso facto 1t would be antagonistic to I taly, 

While there is so~e querulousness in their scrutiny 
of American policy, they are on the whole generous 

i n their intOl'pre t ations of it as it affects them 

and bhoy ver y generally consider America in a very 

friendly way . Thei r a ttitude to Ar:terion is in 

marked contrast to their bittor antagonism toward 

all tho sanotionist govornmonts . They hope it will 

not 
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FroM Rome , llovombor 12, J!l822 . 

not involve tho friondehip or America not only 

because of the solfiah advantngo it io to them 

in this fight but also because the thought is 

traditional with them. 

CONCLUSION . 

The 18th of November will mark tho bog~~ing 

of 11 new era in this really very considerable 

political diaturbanoo . It is quite possible that 

oven econOMic sanctions nay lOild directly to war . 

This in not only boouuoo of tho sanctions per so 

but becauao of the rotnliut1•oy ::~ensures which may 

be tnkon by Italy . 

The potentiality or the whole situation is 

s i nister . Every government in Europe is armed to 

tho teeth. Any little incident mght mistakenly 

load to trouble or oven af ford the pretext any ono 

of three or four eovornments might seek. Open hoa­

tilities are definitely a distinct possibility . If 

they shoulu begin, tho base of tho conflict is almost 
certain to be broadened, 

I th1nlc thoro i3 nothine tho American Oovern..,ent 

can do or sny which would alter tho situation in 

any material respect . These governnenta have got 

themselves into this position with their eyes all 

open , Some of them moan business . They have all 

cot their guns ru1d some of them moan to use them. 

The 
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The application of sanctions by America would not 

alter the situation . Brazil, Ger many , and Japan 

a r e not applying sanctions . Bootlegging prohibited 

rna terials in Europe will bo very profitable , Con­

sequently ;\;merican goods are not essential. Besi des 

many of them can be furnished by the other big non­

conformist governments . I emphasize this point . 

Furthermore , evon if it were consonant with 

Anterican policy t o conform to the Geneva regulations 

or to shut off all supplies from Italy because of the 

Abyssinian difficulty , there would r emain the Anglo-

Italian trouble and the adoption of a policy to 

punish Italy would be tantamount t o aligning America 

with England and to become immedi ately involved in 

what may become a general European war . The trouble 

with taking sides in c>ne conflict is that if it is 

enlarged wo are involved before we !mow the list of 

contes tants or the American interes t s concerned, 

Neutrality is a definite status . If a neutral 

government attempts to end o. war quicker by aiding 

one belligerent that government is no longer a neutral . 

If it attempts to coerce a belligerent it is no longer 

a neautral. 

I strongly r ecommend the American Government be 

noutro.l and l<eep out of this war . If v:e o.re not 

noutro.l we wil l bo i nto it when it br eaks , VIe will 

then 
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Fro~ Rome, Nov. 12, #822 . 

thon be inextricllbly involvod for tbo dUl'ation of the 

rm~loss we should bo willing to cako a separate 
peaoe . Pandine tho timo whon this unfortunate llffair 
will bo eithor s ottlod to thoir Ol'm satisfaction by 

tho intorestod pOm)rS and tho Longue , or until it 
bronlcs in opon conflict , I rooommond that wo pursue 
n couroo of otudiod llloofnoss , knd I mako the roc-

cGmmodnntion, oolomly nrr1vod nt aftor months of 

study of conplicntod oituationn nnd oftor careful 
consideration or o.lJ tho foots at my disposal, as 

tho only oourao I soo to oufoguard tho 1ntoro3ta of 
J..mor1oa . 

Codo copy htlndod Grow. Not r opoo.tod nnywhoro . 

End of mossngo . 

LOllG 

SMS NPL 
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JR CORRECTION 

In telegram from Rome 822, November 12, 3 plm. 

(section 4) re Italy-Ethiopia, page 2, last line, (?) 

should be "England . " 

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS AND RECORDS 



, , 

Secretary of S~nte , 

Washington. 

823, llovom'oer 12, 6 p . c . 

{)RAY 

:!ot!o 

JX. ted Uovombor 12 , l935 

Roc ' d ?. :30 p, m. 

FOR CO!:~:E!lCE PRO:! CO:.U!ERCI.:J. ATT/,C:-iB. 

2l , .!oopor arl' l.vod, 

IA. f.G 

CSB 
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Secretary of State , 

Washl.ngton, 

E:24 , llovember 12, 7 p . m, 

GRAY 

Rome 

Dated llovember 12 , 1935 

Rec 1 d 1 : 20 p , m. 

Afternoon papers publish text of It:llian note on 

sanctions which was delivered yesterday t o t he 

governments represented on the Co~ttee of Coordina­

tion at Geneva and which :vas broUGht to tho attention 

of other governments including , I understand, tho 

American Government , 

LONG 

KLP 
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Secretary of St~te, 

l'lashinaton, 

.P c; F: C •. 11 

GRAY 

Dated tlo'<3mber 12, 1935 

Roc 'd 7 p , m, 

825 , llovember 12, 8 p. m. 

C.ffi~ial Gazette of t~ovem't:'er ll publishes 

deere ~ lbr No, 1891 dated November 3 , effective 

on seventh day af to•• pubUcation which places 

entire Itnlinn import t~aco under t he control 

of tho office of the Supo1•intondont of Exchange 

with the cxoeption of gold , silver, and copper 

coins , and manuscripts , the importation of which 

is not restric t ed, There is a long list of 

additions to the list of commodit i es for which 

import licenses , issued by the Ministry of 

Finance on instructions fr om the Superintendent 

of Exchange , are required. The i mportation of 

all other products will not be subject to quotas 

based on customs receipts of previous years , 

tho percentages to be fixed by the Mi nistry of 

Finance on instruction a from the Superintendent 

of Exchange 11w1 th particular regard to tho 

OOUl'ltryt 0 
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country' s requirements nnd to the availability of 

me&Jls of payment derived f r om Italian exports" . 

An offioial o! the Minis t ry o! Financo 

stated that in this phrase lies the instrument 

of reprisals aGainst sanctions inasmuch ao the 

percenta6oo approved on goods co~z !rom countries 

applying :•c.nct i ons "cay be zero" . 

Tt i .• c.bviou also that the Suporintondent 

o! Exchange ia ablo to grant O!' ,·Jithhold import 

lioenses na expediency di~tates . 

The deoree law !urtl\er provides that the 

import quotas on products handled by Oovornment 

monopoly or by special boar ds , commissions , 

institutes , et cetera , shall be fi xed by the 

Superintendent of Exchange. 

Ship:nents of goods affected by the now rulings 

will be aduittod on the basis of the forrner regu­

lations whore it can bo shown that such goods 

wero sbippod direct to Italy up t o and includi~g 

the date on which tho decree becomes offoctivo, 

providod they are declared at tho Italian customs 

within statod periods according to their origin, 

whi ch in tho case of the United Stntos is one month 

from Novernber 18. 

Inform Col!IDoroo , 
LOllO 

SI.!S : KLP 
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This tologr~m must bo 
closely p~raphrasod be­
foro boin3 comrn~~icatod 
to anyono . (B) 

Secretary of State , 

Washington , 

826 , Novomter 13 , 10 a .~ . 

1:y BlO , Hov•Jmbor 11 , 4 p . m. 

r r 

Ramo 

Do.tod llovombor 13, 1935 

Roc •d . 9 : 15 a . r.1 . 

!tr , Suvjoh was prooont c.gnin at tho conversation 

yesterdr.y tot~r,,on ::ussolini r.nd Dru..''llnond. He told me last 

night t~t the cc~v~ra. tio~ concc~od Briti sh naval 

to!'.nago in tho .lditerrc."lo~~ 'ln:i th-:~t there vt::ts now a ' 

posdb1lity that tho Bri tla'1. wou ld re:.tovo their t wo big 

ships , the HOOD and the RIDlOI'IN Ullder a sort of gontle:-ten 1 s 

~.gree;:;ent n the spirit of conciliation and •.1itil the 

understanding that the Italians would subsequently re~ove 

a-:other division from tho Eaypticm frontier in Li bya with 

no ti::lo set for the withdraunl of tho ships or tho removal 

of the division but with tho understandi ng th~t if the one 

should bo dono tho othor wou,,.; follow within c. rec.sonably 

short time , He arid that no understa'lding had boon arrived 

at but that t ho conversations proceeded along t hat line 

and th.."'t while thoro was so:no hopo for ~- futuro a(;l'OCMont 

t horo had boon nothing substantial to indicate a chango in 

tho sit uation . 

PEG:CSB 
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This tolegrnm must bo 

closely parnphrased be­
r or o bo1ng communi cated 
to nnyone, B 

Secret~ry of State , 

\lashing ton . 

8271 llovcmber 13, 11 a ,m, 

l6y 824 Novombor 12, 7 p;m, 

Rane 

Dntod November 13, 1935. 

Roc ' d 8 :04 n ,m, 

' 5 !& !BllttiiBL, I discussed 17ith Mr . Suvicb lnst 

ni&ht the co~unicat1on which had been addressed to 

tho governments employing sat)Ctioos aga i nst them and 

with particular r eference to tho oovonth paragr aph 

concerning Italy 's continuing membership in the Longue 

of llat leno. I asked hi'"l whether thnt was intended 

to convoy the thought that Italy might leave the 

League of Nations or oven to lay the basis ror somo 

ruturo communication in that regard and whether it 

might indicate that that step was belng coctemplatod 

by Italy . 

His answer \Vas in the negati vo , He sa i d that 

Italy was not considering w1 t hd.rrwral from the League 

and that the note was not intended to lay the basis 

for r.ny ouch developnent but that it woo simply 1n 

line 
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JIG P:~ge 2 , //827 frou Rane . 

l i no Vli th the othe r provisions of thG note , al l bei ng 

based on tha thought thot I ta ly as a membe r of tho 

Loac;uo had cortain ideas as to tho correctness ond 

lo~lity of t ho acts of c e rtain of the governments 

i n pursuance of the decisions of t he Coordinating 

Cammi t too and tha t thcso governments had c e rta in 

obl igotions o.s members of tho League whi ch the y might 

be ne~;lecting by adopting r ocommondntion s of a body 

whl.ch \70S not c. const1h.t1onal orson of tho League 

and miGht th\lroby be incurrir.g linbillti os in r espect 

of which Italy mi(lht ho.vo s ome valid claim against 

them . 

I wlls unabl e t o supsto.ntiato t he t hought that 

Ito.l:r f?i ght bo. vo boon preparing to withdr aw frcm tho 

Longue. Mr . Suvich ' s manner as woll as h i s words 

f ailed to permit th~t deduction . 

LONG 

HPD 
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Secretory of Stato, 

Washington . 

828, November 13 noon . 

~!y 824 , November 12 , 7 p. m. 

GRAY 

Rome 

Dated November 13, 1935 

Reo 1d . 9 :30 o , m, 

Preso conment on the Italian note emphasizes the 
ideo that tho vnriouo gove:rnll10nts ll:UDt assume individual 

reoponnibility ra ther th:m hiding behind the fictitious 
collectivit;; ;>f the Coordir.t'.~io~ Committee which is 
declared nn ~rbitrrry and artificial instrument for 

evasion of respo~sibilities and in no way n League organ , 
The "econo~.1ic siege" is termed an 

hostility and I t aly must call due 

unequivocal act of 
oonscquoncos 

attention to thq/thereof 
on ~cr trade relations with individual countries , 

'1.1therto aovorned by commercial treaties which sanctions 

will render invalid, 

It is insisted thAt at ~ritish instance the League 
fu~S never tried to sottlo tho Ethi opian dispute , that tho 
spirit of the Covenant has boo~ broken , thot tho letter of 
tho Covenant in so far as those of ito provisions actually 
appli~oblo to the present case oro concerned hos never 

boon applied, that tho League's procedure hos been illegal 

and 



JR -2- 828, Novombor 13 , noon , from Romo . 

and immoral and that all efforts h~vo boon oonoentratod 

only upon an ooonomic l'r.lr agninst Italy ovorlooldng the 

juatioo of tho latter's accusat i on and do l iboratoly 

endorsinG tho fal3o aatemants of tho Ethiopian Oovornmont . 

Tho pitiful conditions prevailing among tho nativo 

populations under Amharic rule and tho benefits which oro 

boinfi brought thom by Italian administration oro described 

as proving tho erroneous pro~isos of League action end 

it i!J r.lso podmtod out that tho spontano~'Q8 subntission of 

tho populations is an act of autodocision which cannot 

bo overlooked. 

llowopapora roooivod t o d~. te contain no reforonoo to 

the possibility of Italy's abandoning tho Loa(!UO except 

for tho statement that each country must stato its 

position with regard to sanctions and th~t upon this basis 

Italian policy both toward each country and toward tho 

Loaguo will bo established. It is insistad that Itn.ly 

fully rooognizo& hor obligations undor tho Covenant but 

that tho Covenant in this instance has boon falsely 

intorprotod 1n tho sorvico or tho imperial 1ntorosts of 

othor countri es rather t han in tho sorvico of tho Loaguo ' s 

fundamontnl purpoao . 

LONG 

HPD 



Secretary of State, 

\'lash lngton • 

829 , November 13, 1 p .m. 

ORJ.Y 

Rane 

Dnted November 131 1935 

Roc 1d 8 : 40 n . m. 

According to comnuntque t:o , 131 the terri t ory 

beynnc tho Dogbea P.:tns nnd thG Do.ndeNI Rl ver nhead 

oJ: tho l.lakallo front 1s be 1ng cleared of enemy gr oups; 

the second army corps has g~rr1soned Adnevr1d ln the 

Adiabo region while four co1~ns a re odvanctng to­

ward the Tacn;ze; the Danlcnl1 column is advancing 

toward Des sa vh lle one unl t proceeding ('.lol\(l tho 

odgc or the plateau has r eached the vicinity of 

Azbi; tho d is tr1cts north of <torrahe1 ar e being 

cleo.rod; nnd the a tr fore~ has explored tho uplands 

end the Dnnkali r oc! on . 

IIC 

HPD 
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This telegram must bo 
closely paraphrased be­
f ore bein{; comunicr.ted 
to cnyone , · (B) 

Secretory of State , 

Vlashing ton , 

830, November 13 , 2 p . m. 

Rome 

Dtl tod NoveMber 13, 1935 

Rec 1d , 11 :20 a . m. 

iCIIf ID&lhnfn I learned yesterday from an authori ttltive 

source that secret orders have been given each hArbormoster 

1n Italy to see personally tho cnptain of every deporting 

Itoli:;m merchAnt vessel c.1:d a.dviso hie th..'\t 1f his ship is 

stepped for scorch by on Engli3h m.:~.n-of-wnr he is to stop 

and submit to search , 

Apropos of tho foregoing , last ni ght in n conversati on 

with ur . Suvich I posed tho following hypothetical question : 

Suppose a particular Italian merchant ship were proooedina 

to Itcly with raw materiels not included in the list 

prohibited by Geneva r.nd should be stopped for search by n 

Bri t ish man- of-war in the Ilo.storn Mediterranean , l'lhnt would 

be the r eaction of Italy? 

He replied thnt England bad o~~ounced that she Wtls 

acting as n neutral under The Hogue Convention of 1907 , and 

that a s a neutral under that Convention she had no right to 

atop an Italian ship . If she should stop on Italian shi p 

tho 
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the Italian Government oouln appeal to the Internati onal 
Court at The Hogue for redre3a , However , as soon as o 
British "or ship should conuni t such an nc t i t would marl< o 
definite departure of Orent Britain from o state of 
neutrality to one or belligerency for only belligerents 
had the right to stop vessels for sonrch . He ~s inclined 
to th1nk th:lt an attempt would first be modo to pl ace the 
metter before tho Horld Court but thr.t Italy would 
necessarily be confronted with t •'le nonumption of n cho.ne;e 
of charo.c ter in the roltttio:~:Jhip or Engl::md vis _:,_ vis I tilly 
in the present oircumotancc3 , 

LOllO 

HPD 
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Secretary or State , 

Washington , 

831 , llove:nbor 131 3 p . m. 

o!L·,y 

Rome 

Dated November 131 1935 

Rec 1d , 11 : 55 a , m, 

COw-'UNIC.",TI Oll OFFICER N:. IY DEPARTHENT. 

Washinet on 19 18 1100 October s peod of transmission 

bulletin s continuo3 at 17 worlr pe~ minut o . Request tt 

practicabl o tho i no r oaso to .~2 or 25 words per minute 

to racili t (ltO ot~rly f inhh and r.ui lina of bulletins o.nd 

to allov1 time !'or oor.cnorcin l press itoms . Reo option 

cont inued good , 

LO!IG 
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Soorotary of State, 

Washington , 

832, November 13, 4 P• m. 

GRAY 

Rome 

Dated llovember 13 , 1935 

Reo ' d 12 : 30 p , m, 

FROI.I COI!MERCTAL ATTACI!E FOR CO!IJ'IERCE : 

22, Your 9 , Imyorts according t o Italian statistical 
classifica t1.on ::..; ~ ol::..owll in hundt•ods of mett>1e tons : 
July total crude petrolo>ll!l ::056, r:asoline 358, kerosene 
150, lubricatinG oils 66, nll other mineral oils 31 

residual oils 835, benzol 10; from the United States 
gasoline 14 , kerosene 3 , lubricating oils 40 , crude , all 
othe!' and residual 40 , benzol 2 , August total crude 207, 
gasoline 401 , kerosene 2021 , lubricating 64 , other 4 , 
residual 927, benzol 11; from the United States gasoline 
15, kerosene 2 , lubricatinG 50 , crude other and residual 
35 , benzol 5 , Sopter.1ber total crude 1 , gasoline 432 , 
kerosene 209, lubricating 133 , other 10 residual 919 , 
benzol 18; f1•om the Uni tod States gasoline 12, lcorosone 
3 , lubricating 74 1 crude, other and residual 50, benzol 5 , 

LONG 
HPD 
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This tologram muot be 
closely pnraphrasod bo­
rore boing com:nunicatod 
to anyone . (A) 

Socretury of State , 

Washington . 

8331 November 131 S p. n . 

ROME 

Dated November 131 1935 

Rec 1d 12 :55 p. m. 

Italian press carries l'lithout comment notices of 

Ge~n export o·"l:.IU'g' list publiohod yesterday. In 

German Embassy circJ.os here the measure ill declared to 

have no anti- Italian eplrit behind it und to have as its 

sole purpose the protection Qr OerLan economy against 

possi ble scarcity of necessary cor.unodities and l ocal 

speculation . The prox1tlity of the date of publication 

of the list to that of the beginning of sanctions is 

oxplainod by the rear that increased demands from 

Geronny by Italy as a result of sanctions would tend to 

bring about tho abovo mentioned scarcity and speculation . 

LOliG 

CSB 
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Secretary of State , 

Washington . 

834, november 13 , 6 p . m. 

GRAY 

Romo 

Dated November 13, 1935 

Rec 1d 12 : 45 p . m. 

In preparation ror tho a~~lication of sanctions the 

Official Gazotto of Nove>:ll'•or 12 publishes ministerial 

decree effective same dato o onta1n1nc list of eosontial 

commodities of nhich tho e'<nort .!'rom Italy is prohibited. 

This is the second list vf ext o1•t prohibitions to booome 

of fee ti v e within the lao t ton days . 

1'/ith regard to Franco-Italian commercial relations 

t'1e Superintendent of Finance deoi_ded , yesterday that 

bec inni.ne llovomber 18th no Italian goods .oe.n be exp?rtod 

to France unless already paid for by, ponf1rned letter of . . ~ . 
credit opened in Italy or in cash duly transferred. Con­

corning i .rnports frbm '"'ranee ministerial decree published 

November 12 and" effeo tive that date provides that tho 

proceeds. of such imports must bo deposited w1 th tho Foreign 
I ' • 

Exchange ;rn.sti t uto in a non- intOL'ps.t bearing blocked 

account 1n ~he, name of the creditor. 

Inform Conuner.co . 

LO!IG 
RR- CSB 
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Secretary of State , 

Washington , 

835 , llovornber 13, 7 p . m, 

GRAY 

Rome 

Deted November 13 , 1935 

Rec 1 d 3 : 15 p , rn , 

Acoordin~ to corrmunique No , 44 the f i rst army corps 

haa occupied tho Dessa district and established contact 

with the Danlcoli column . T:·10 nt1Uve corps is completing 
occupation of tne Gheralta ro~;ion defeating strong enemy 

groups , The second army corpo has reached the Tacazze 

forming a front at Addi Hassi and Addi Encato. Operations 
on the southern front continue . The air force which has 

reconnoitred as far as Lake Ashanghi and northern Ogaden 

io '<eoping tab on enemy movements . 

,(Lp 
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LONG 
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This telegraM must be 
closely paraphrased be­
foro being communicated 
to anyone , (C) 

Secretory of State , 

\'lashing ton , 

836 , llove~nber 13, 8 p, m, 

nn nnwmr:r 

ROllE 

Dnted November 13 , 1935 

Roc 1 d 3 :40 p , m, 

fro::~ a oecret source , wh.i.;;n I consider entirely 
r eliable , J: have learned th·•t somo days ago instruc t ions 
to tho following effect woro sent to the Italian Ambassadors 
as indicated below : 

One . To Grandi at London to advise the British 
Government that (a) the Italian Gover nment wi l l not 
rocode or withdraw from any of the territories it has 
occupied or nay occupy in Ethiopia ; (b) that tho Italian 
GovernMent will main t ain by al l of i t s power tho position 
or its military forces in tho occupi ed areas and protect 
t hem and tho I talian righto and interests concerned; 
(c) that tho Itali an Government is proceeding to build 
and will continuo to ma i ntain airplanes and submarines 
in n~~bers always to be superior to the British, 

As supplemental t o these i nstruc tiona Grandi has 

been 
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2-i1036, Fron Ro:no , l!ov . 13, 8 p . rt. 

been diroctod several tineo in the l aot few days to be 

strong and forceful i n his presentation of these matters 

to tho British Government and to carry to them the con­

viction that Italy is not only earnest in these expressions 

but is determined to use whatever forco may be necessary 

to prevent and overcome any inter ference with the attain­

mont or prooervotion of her national interes ts . 

TT1o , Cerrut.i 1n Parln has 'been 1n~tructed to make 

hi~self t!l.o 11gW\rdian nnr.ol 11 of Laval; to ohow sympathy 

and appreciation for his su~port to Italy ; and to support 

in such way as ho may be nolo the position of Laval and 

to present to Laval the po~itive picture that if Franco 

allies herself defini tely ~nd finally wit~ England that 

Italy will offer no oppooitio~ t.n the German occupation 

of Austria and will not interfere with German ambitions 

i n Yugoslavtn and will Withdrdw ent~ely her support, 

military and otherwise , fr~ the side of France . 

Three 1 Attolica 1n BcrHn has absolutely no 1n­

structiono on these cotters . 

Not repen t ed anywhere , 

LONG 

•a.p 



;.u GRAY 

Romo 

Dated Nove~ber 14 , 1935 

Secretary of State 

\'lashing ton 

Rec 1 d 8:55 a , m, 

83? , llovember 14 , 1 p , ~:~ , 

Your 202, Jlovember 1:5, 8 p . m. 

I am very sorry if 'l1fil 8221 liovember 12, :5 p . m. 

wa!l too expensive to be considered by you justified, 

I used my judgment and discretion in sending it by 

cable so as to present to you a full picture of a 

matter I consider of groat importance to the American 

Government before an entirely new phase will present 

itself on llover.:ber 18th, It would not have been 

possible to proaent it to you by mail till ten days 

after that date for the next pouch will not arrive in 

Washington until about Nover.tber 26, If I have been 

guilty of extravagance from your point of view naturally 

I regret it , If it is only a matter of cost it is 

easily remedied and r;JJ.y be dismssed for I have paid 

for tho message out of my personal funds , But as 

long as I am Ambassador I will continue to use my 

judgment and discretion as to what should be sent to 

you and how it shoul d be sent , If you consider the 

cost 
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oost too heavy I will always be glad to assume it . 

rr , however , the use or my discretion is denied~~ 

or my judgment be considered at fe.ult an entirely 

differ ent condition would eXist . 

LONG 

HPD 
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TELEGRAM SENT 

RB 
This telegram must be 
close ly paraphrased be­
fore being communicated 
to anyone . (B) 

AMEMBASSY 

ROME (ITALY ) 

202 . 

November 1},19'5 

8 p .m. 

We e stimate that your telegram 822, November 12, 3 

p. m. cost approximately $400 net . We appreciate your 
s tudy and comments on the situation, but would suggest 

t ha t fo r reports of this character brief summa r ies be 
telegraphed and complete text sent by mail . 

HULL 

WE 

I 



• 

COST OP KESSAGES PROII ROllE IIOVEIIBER 12 AliD 1:5, 19:55 

Bo . o~ llo. Coat o~ lleuage Date Word a Meaaage 
822 11/12/:55 2, 827 • 409.92 
82:5 • 12 1 . 74 
824 • 32 4.64 
825 • 2158 :54.51 
826 11/13/35 122 17.69 
827 • 18 4 26 . 68 
828 • 268 38 .86 
829 • 97 H.07 
830 • 192 27.84 
831 • 5:5 7.69 
8152 • HO 20 .30 
8:53 • 76 11.02 
8:54 • 109 15 .81 
8:55 • 87 12 . 62 
836 • 232 :5:5.64 

TOU.X. COS! • 677 .03 



Ba. 
•a.-btr 15, 1935• 

JOt Gr .. baa bttD htrt two or thrtt d&Tt aDd it ltA'fing tOIIIIorrow. 

Wt hayt had antral SOOd talltt, It 1t vtey htlptul to h&Yt oODtacts 

with..- oolltagu• tro• other pea t a. I hope tbq too fiDel 1t htlpnu. 

Jot 1t a YtrJ ablt ttllow aDd hat had a lOD!f &Del •aluablt uptr1tDot . 

Bt uilt lloDCI.&J OD a Utl'I&&D boat tor hio poet, but 1t will taltt him a 

IIODth to pt thoro. Ht had a soo4 tallt with Su'fioh at ..- houtt oDt 

night whtD I hlld tt•tral pooplo to cUDD_., aD4 bt hat alto taltod to 

otllert 1D tht GO•trDiltDt and to cle Ch•brull aDd ]lrUIIIIIOnd, th0\18b I t11 

aft'aicl ht touncl. tht latter at lUIOOIIIIIUiioatlYo at I t1Dd hllll. Rowovtr , 

I th1Dt 1t hu bttD ,..,. helptlU to ha.,. hill htrt, aD4 I hope 1t hat 

bttD helpfUl to hill , 1 with you would agggeat to •- ot tbt otbart to 

do tho 1- thi. tl thq IIO'fO &rOUDdo 

IJ!.th attootiODttt rtgvcla, 

tilt 11t11tt ROUtt 

hth1DgtOD, D. c . 
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Secretory of State, 

W&shington . 

847, November 20, 1 p. m. 

GRAY 

Romo 

Dated Novomber 20, 19}5 

Rec'd 2 : 50 p. m. 

Royal decree law published in the Official Gaeette 
of Nove~ber 19th and effective that date establishes a 
state monopoly for the purch'ise &broad of ra~1 gold end 
subjects the importation of 3eca1-l•orked and worked gold 
objects to the license system . Tho Foreign Exchange 
Institute furthermore ls authorized to purc~ase within 
tho Kingdom for the account of the Treasury gold in all 
forms at e price to be fixed each week by the Institute 
on the b~sis of the average price of gold on the interna­
tional markets, applying the average official exchange 
rate of the respective currencies on tho Milan Stock 
Exchange on the day preceding the purchase, end with 
the add ttion of premiums which shall be established 
periodically by the Institute . Pr ivate persons are 
forbidden to buy gold within the Kingdom at a price 
higher then that fixed by the Institute . Tho Institute 
is authorized to receive gold ln all forms on deposit 

end 



FS 2 No . 847, November 20, 7 p . m. from Rome 

and Jnteres t at the rate of 5~ pe r annum will be pa id 

on tho sum equivalent to the gold deposited . The 

Institute undertakes to return not later than one year 

from the date of deposit a quantity of fine gold equal 

to the amount of gold deposited . 

Inform ~reasury end Commerce . 

HPO LONC 
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.... 

Dear Cbhta 

We are in a»otber oriaia bert , and tbie time w. are invol ved i n ito 

It ariaea ovor tbe propoaod embargo on oil. UUaaollDi baa a4epted the 

poait1011 that aD ellllarl!il 011 oil will be tallt-unt to a mil1taey saaction . 

Be 11 Juat 1!itd tr• bla point ot dew 1D talc1ng the pod Uon, becauao 

I tal, has no reaouroea or oil aDd l~ted atorago capacity. Tba 

et! oot or it would be to ta.obiliae bia navy. Co11eequent1T be con-

a truea it t ho .... aa a mllitar,r aaaotio11 and will r eact to it Juat 

the aame us 1t mil1toey aanotlona ,...., appl11do That means war , and 

war a ooa, 1t the aotiiAl deohion 11 mada . AJ~Ybo~ that thlnlal be 

1a bluffing 1a mlatatn. !'here are on~ two alternatlvea, 0111 1a 

for bim to quit and tho ot ber 1a tor him t o tight hie way through 

the circle. Be bat alreaq aerved notice to thla o1'1'oot upon Pl'anoe, 

a»d I bau no doubt 1D the world that he cea»a to do it 1t the 

abariO 1a UD~rtaictD o fba.t will Mall tbo ~OpteD WIT t 8o CIIIIIIOt 

be or uabed in a tew weol<a, a nd the l onger it gou the more oountriu 

will be i a volvecl. U t h ero 1a azq cloubt i n your mlncl t hat be woulcl 

q1lU, pleaae 4i•i•• t ho .. 4CNbte. C. the oontrar,, ho will llM 

IYWJ forc e at hla o-clo 

•• w get i MOlvtd i n 1t throup the pollibllltJ ot AD ellbo.rl!il 
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OD oU lhi paseDh fr • t ho UD~~eel. Stat .. to ItalJ o ro ._, •ind that 

lo not a neutral aot . It -., be Doutr al rroa the Aaorloaa polDt of 

'fiOW0 but i t 1o DOt OODIODaD\ wl tll the atat UI Of DeUtralltJ aa 

tlaod i D tho pr laoipl ea of 1Dternat1ooal law, OUr aot will be 

JQdce4 bJ ot her Dati ODe DOt &a We oee i t bUt &0 'fiewtel. 1D OODDeOtiOD 

with inttrnatl oaal law ao t he other oat1oDo UDCI.tr otald 1t • ! hat 

• •rf!O 1r011ld • iolato our tru\7 or oaameroe witll Ital J• 'n>e argumeat 

that WUJool l Di h~• 'fi ol a teel. ot her treatiee i1 to ~ mind no 

Juatitication tor a 'fiolat ioD ot a troa\ J on tho part of the UDittd 

Statu. Ro will cODaidor aD CDbarso OD oU1 by tho UDltod S~atu 

&I au untriondly oo t . Ri a rea10D1 are three-fold• firet, lt i1 a 

'flolat l on or the treat71 seoond, it la a breach or wbat he oon1ldera 

neutralitJ ; third. it 

ur eat Hri t aln dosire1 

.rill ...,Ice poa1ible the :;sc_:on_ ac_;ene•a which 

to etteotuata bJ amplao l~~bo.rgo, and 
~ 

he vlewo our action iD that oonneotion ao being in coordinat ion with 

(i f not lD ooll&boratioD with) the powero oppo1lng him, £a a 

OODiequenoe Of hll r eaiODiQg the United S\a\OI Will be plaood iD 

t ho , ... pooi t iOD that t he othtr principal aoveromonto at Geneva 

will be i D, .,d ho will treat WI aooordlnglJ', 

1 • M thated •Uro~ bJ t ho Cl.uiro to oeo t ho UDHoel. Statoa 

OQt of t h11 war . I bollovo t hat u flllllaoo.,.ot of u •barso oa 

Oil wi ll got Ul i DYOl Ytd 1D it, ~e art DOt •CIIbt r o Of t he Lf&&Ut 

&H b&'fo DO obllgoUon i D that reaptot , bvt it wt talct t ho aoU oD 
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whioh aervea aa a pradioate tor Laagua aotioa, thea we will be morally 

rtapons1blt tor precipitaUag tile JNropeaa war, aad we will au!!tr tha 

OODIIqUIDOII O! it. 

It I tho"6ht tha t lltiuoliai oould be atapped aad that a war could 

be averted by a violatioa ot our neutrality, I might be perauaded 

to agree to it, BUt it I feel that the very act wbioh we commit will 

precipitate a crieie ot uatold coaaequcaoea, will bring on a zurope&D 

war, and will involve the United Statea, thea I muet oaotioue to 

advocate that \fe follow a oourae 'Obich will be Juat1thd ia the light 

ot international law aa tha OOIU'ae or a neutral. l!el1niag as I do 

ia tha lat ter theory, I implore you to d1reot the policy ot the 

Amerioaa Government along the linea or atriot neutrality. 

~here haa been mode a suggestion in the prase iD the form or a 

deapatoh tram !ew Yorlt to the effect that wa would limit our u porte 

or all oammoditiea to the quaatitiea bo"6ht by Italy iD normal timea. 

~o ~ miad that ia the aolution or the problem, but I have aot baeD 

adviaed by <he Depart~t or State that we have adopted t hat polioy, 

~a Poreiga Ottioe here baa iarormation to that errect, aad the 

l!rit1ah !DIIbaaq UDderet &Ddt 1t to l> e the cau, The preaa baa that 

iator .. tioD, But I have DO ooatirmatioD ot it. To ~ miad it ie 

the eolutiODo It .. retuee to .. 11 I taly ~ oil, we would be talting 

eldea age.iDat Italy. lt we "81'ea to aell Italy more oil thaD aha bad 

b"D ia the babU of bUJing 1a Donaal Umea, 1t woul') UDdar the 

pra"Dt o i rCIID& t&Doe~ be taiC1Dg a idea &geoiD" Ethiopia - or 

IIDBlaDclo 'Obiobner you obooaeo ~o oonUoue to aell ber the 

as&ir>at 

·-
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quaat1t1oa of oommodltiaa Wbioh aha hao boon in tho habit at ~lag 

will be oontrlbutlag to Dolthor oldo, will be tho oontiauanoo of a 

atato of neutrality, &Dd will be aubataatlal oampl1aaoe with our treaty 

amaitJMDta, 

Wa ha~o not beta aell1ng It~ great quaat1t1ea ot oil, She oaaaot 

proloag the war ~ ~iDS trmo ua the quantltlea abo hao boon in the 

habit ot ~lag, lt wil l not be a material factor in ~ aoaao ot the 

word, ao that 1t tho other oourDIIont e whoa they aaaomble at Gene~ a 

~oto to applJ tho oi l embargo agalaat ItalJ, the little quantity of 

oil that we oell will not in ~ aaterial WQ¥ attaot the efficacy of 

tho1r decioloa. But we will be out or it , It will not be on our 

roapocalblllty that <loaova hao aoted, We will not be reapono1blo 

tor clooing the oirolo. ~d it tht7 want to take tho doa1a1oa, it 

will be aa their reapona1b111ty and act on aura. If they waat to 

proc1p1tato a .European nr- that•a their buaiaua. Peraonally and 

officially I do aot want ua to proa1p1tato a EUropean war or to ba 

a party to ita proo1p1tat1on. I do act waat ua to have ~ responsibility 

1D ooaaoatioa with tho begiDDiag or a o1roumotanoe that may engulf 

all EUrope. 

lluaool1a1 h wrong aad haa boon wroag frCIII tho atart , But h1a 

wr011gtal acaduot oan be 11111tocl in ito oonooquoaou to a aall part 

at Atrioa, 1t be 11 clr lnn t o tho ... u, ha will broalt out and with 

nob tarco tbnt you aanDOt ooaoaho !rOll America, If ba 1a allowed to 
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W&Ddor bia &wa -.r, bt will oitbor go broke or bt torotd bJ tbo trend 

ot oir<naat.,aeo to lait bh aoti'ritieo ill tho oour11 of u.... BUt 

1t lit h !Oaded uacler tbt lliotalclta il!lprtooiOD tbat ht will be atopptd, 

tbt duelor-oat will oocur wh10h 1 ahuddor to thiak about but whiob 

baa bttD ill the oarda tor a Jtar aDd a halt aad Wllioh JOil ba .. tbcugbt 

1 '·'" a l"tltl.ooht 1D 1Ult1c1pat111S• 

ADothor aituoticn will arlao if JOU havo log1olat1vo authoritJ 

tor aoutralitJ • It thor o had beta ao Reutralit7 Reoolut 1ca, JOur 

halide would but b1111 tr11r aad thoro ""uld ha .. btta ao proo~Uoa 

ot 1 .. which 1t&lJ a.Dc1 otbar Go•trllllltDt t ill EUrope m18t>t 1avoko at 

1a41oat1ag tbtt JOil are tXOit41D« tho author1tJ fl"IUittd bJ tho Congrtto . 

Jlut UDdtr tht DirOWIIItiUlOit tbtrt 1t tho l&'lf Which tbtJ ... 11 laJOW IUld 

wbiob tbtJ iatorprot la a aarrow W&J attor tho ouotoll ot ouch ot ua 

aa ore laWJtro. But with that law aad with that iatorprotatlaa, they • 

will tool that tba ~dlliaiatratioa lt actuate4 bJ .atlvoo ct hootilitJ 

to lt&lJ 1D uatt41Dg tbt 11111ta of ltglalatbo mtborltJ• However 1t 

tbo 1 .. wtrt ahugod. 1t would alto -d tho troatJ, aad tbe act i'ri tioa 

ot tho oxooutivo bruOh ot tho ()cverDIIIDt uadar JOur directica would 

b e viewed eatirol,y 41ttoroatl,y bJ 1t&lJ IUld 'bJ other uc .. r ... a h mioh 

aight tOIIt 4q be odt1oal of JOUr act. s o lot .. u.>lore JOil aga1D tc 

ooatiJIIMI tiM pol1CQ' ot &llowiiiS lt&lJ - a»d ah1cp1a - to b• tiM 

·- q11a11UU .. Of Ult -gOOde tbt7 baTt boup.t 18 D~ t a u la 

U.e rec tDt put aad to purna tbtt poll• uatll Uae C-.grue .. eta. 

~t that tiao baTt tho 1 .. rtpealtd oo at t c gl•t JOU a trot balld 

ar btvo .aotbor law paoetd whioh will relievo ' J ou ot tho reepone1b111tJ 
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ot o..UUag aoto .etoh will bo llltorproted ao v1olat1ag aoutrallt;v.k, ~ 

1 wollld ll~o to tolograph thlo to you, 1 havo tolographod to 

tho Dlpartmoat ot Stato uotll 1 .. bluo i ll tho taco, 1 tool that tho;v 

havo roooatod ooao or ~ t olegr .. o boaauot thoy oonta1aod roo-.meadatioao 

llllloh 11011d to bo at varlaaoo with a polloy which they had alroact;v 

adopt t<l but which I ha4 DDt hooD outtla 1ont l.J advhod about to uador­

otaad proporl;v. It 1a aU ••1'7 oaa:v tor thoa to alt 1D Vaohiagtoa with 

a ll tho boa~ouad 111d lllldorotaading and 1atorprot public otatomento , 

But it io qllito aaothor mattor whoa oao io 1oolatod ovor bore and 

laob tho bao~olllld 111d laob tho roaoODo that uadarllo public 

o tot ... nto to glvo a proper 1atorprotat1oa to a otat .. ODt or to pick 

out oao paragraph trom 1t aad roallao that it wao ouppoood to iDdioato 

tho diroot iOD Of ()Ovol'llllallt pollq which I ftl auppcood to roll.,, 

1 &ould roodvo auppl ... atal ozpl111ato17 t ologr- gh11lg • a bettor 

1atorprotat1aD or public otat..,Dto and opoo1t1o lllotruotioDo UDder 

the oirc,.otanou. !lilt lacking praot1oally aq such ozpla111tory 

ao11agoo, I ha•o had to tlouodor along a o but I collld, &ad I aomro 

7011 1t llao bon •oot d1tt1oult, !lilt tlUa oU buaiaou llat ghoa • 

tho groatut or CCD0t1110 boOaUM 1 do DOt W&Dt to att AlltriOa 1DY01Ytd 

1D aq or t h o oo~~plloattoaa that oo• out ot t hh th1Dg, aad I • ouro 

1t will bo illvohod 1! 1t t ollowo tho oour11 or aa .. barge without 

authwlt:v oDd 111 violaUoa or our treaty, !loaauoo ovOD aa ordiaar:v 

o .... rolal troat:v io a ool ... aad binding obl1gnt1oa. 1r you will 

.. , that troat:v aDd road uttolu VI aad XY, 7011 will UDdtrotaDd that 

thq wart draw opoo1tloall)' to ••' Jloot o\IOh olrowataDOII• 



Aa 1 hn•e written, 1 would like to telegraph you \hia, Le\tera 

take ao long, and the t imea are ao urgent , But aome or the reaponaea 

t o _, telegrams have led me t o believe t hat aomabody lo tha Dtpartmaot 

r eaentad their reoaipt . 1 think you know me well eoougb nod hove tnowo 

me loog mough alld ha¥1 knowo euougb about me to realise that 1 nm actuated 

purelJ and aimply by the beat ioteres ta or the Ubit ed Stataa aa I see it , 

It you have any other lmpruaioo, thao you oua~>t to reoall me . ADd 1! 

~ 
1 felt that you had aoy - 1mprua1on, 1 would aal< you to rellen .. 

ot ~ reapona1bil1ty. Beaauee you oeed hera at thia time a paraoo in 

Wba. you hnve entire oontideoae oot only aa to his patriotic impulae but 

ao to his Ju~oot and d1sarot1on. The Department baa made me feel that 

they raaented the rooeipt or certain tel egrams and that they were dlapleoaed 

with ad•lae which 1 feel it., right' and duty to gi•e , aod 1 a= aure that 

tra. ., point of view 1 would be qul to <lu'allot in ., duty it 1 did 

oo t omd them evtry blt at information 1 got and lot eJ'1)rat 1t a a 

bett 1 oould and gin auoh addoe aa 11e1111 to me proper uoder the 

ciroliUtaDOih ADd whto 1 have done 1t to the VITJ beat Of _, ability 

it aeema Jaat a little inappropri ate to reoeive a meaaaga oa.plaining 

that 1 have epant J4DO 011 a telegram l<llen aa 1t turned out it waa that 

t elegr111 Which roreoaat the aituatlan Which baa ari sen and which 

could oot ha•• been delivered by mail QDtll after the devel • paeot had 

takeo pleoe, beoau11 1t would oot have arrived in •:/aahington until 

the 26th of •ovlllber . 
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I daa 1 t mean to bother you about dotaila ot that ch&raoter, but I 

do thiDk that your ~baoaadora o~t to bt treated with due oonaidtration 

b;r the Dlpart ment. l!Ut 1t llllllcea no difference with me . I ban continued 

to otDd tol ogramo and to adYilt t h .. to tho best of ~ ability, aDd I 

ahall oontlJNt to do ao aa loDg aa I am here . 

I lcnow, lllif dear Chief, that ;rou hue a thouaand worriea aDd I havo 

ODly one, I do not want to exaggerate the importance of the one with 

which I happen to bo oonoaraed, but f r om 111if point of view it io moat 

tDormoualy important at tho proaoDt tioe that we de not ovorattp tho 

limite or etriot propriet;r ao r og~dt our international conduct aa i t 

will be Yiewod ln tho light of international leo, And I tDplore ;rou 

•~aiD to •o direct our policy that ~til tho Congroaa ... ,, we will 

f ollow a oourao of Doutr al1ty aa I have indicated abovo in order that 

we~ not be hold reaponaible for prooipitat1ag thia awful conflict 

and will not be hold to havo gono out of our wa:r to oODmit a hOatilo aot 

~1nat Italy - or any other country - und41r thoao oirownetancoa. 

~toly and roapoot 

lll'oclclnri~ ~..,...,:=----

~ Preaidtnt 

\'ho Whitt ROuM 
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Rome 
December 6, 193~· 

'rh1a mJJY be ialo-om ill hiotOI"J aa tho ~on "ar" - or "'lo o1l war" -

<UpencUilG 011 which sldo you are Oil !"" 'lObat the fUture hhtori® mQY 

t h i nk about it all. I t oortainl y to~ min• is demonstrat ing one thing -

that UD<ior the conditiOila in tho ·•orlcl aa now org11niud and cecbaniud 

nobo~ cun make 11ar unleaa he boa an oil 11ell. On thot theela there 

are only throe Go•ern=enta in the world th~t can o~oc ea stull:,o waae 
war - the united Statoa, Eo~luacl, and Ruo alo. ADd even Enc land it 

cle pen<Unt upon tho o..rril\ge of oil Mllcl tht protection or the aena 1n 

order to inaurt tbnt aht will have oil. Other placet , ~cb aa Utxioo, 

Voau~la, nnd Rumania , hnve o1l •.rella , but that la ubout nll they hllve 

On th:1t prtcUoat e , 1 t h ink H oould ~~ a •er7 wioe thing for you 

to eat up aot~t \lllallliO\IIlOtd :llld confidential oOIIJ:11ttu - if one <Loea not 

a lrta"-' axlot - to c onai dor the •tl')" ueat pawer ""ich the Ulliled 

States has o•er and ubove chnt of nay other Jovernmtnt in the ~rlcl 

1n thue o 1rcumstanou and co oottlidtr hOif that power might bt further 

dt•eloped 4D4 bo• it migbt be exerc ised tor the beat lntor eata ot the 

Ullittcl 3tntea . ~oh nn i nquiry mieht develop t~\t it would bt wiat 

to elloourage ~rioan oil production outaidt of the Ullited Statee a Dd ........ ..;~ 
t hot the Go-t ernment l taelt mlght bt i ntarttted in hnvlng ~rloan fil 

1 
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exeroialna exc lusive right a i n such oou_ntriee oa l1e.xioo, venecuela, 

Columbia , and ~olivia. 

1 hope the policy to preVInt war will no< r eaot in favor o f 

British oil companion by permitting t hem to extend t heir influenc e and 

become mor e lfidely and securely entrenched, There i s no doubt tha t 

Etlgl1oh oorllpalliea are preparing to .. u ell to Italy throu{!b Germany. 

I telegraphed t hat to the ll<lpart ment as havin~ been obtained rrom 

Offio131 sourou i n c onn ection lfith t he activities in Rome or an 

American who wao selling oil t o Italy . He hnd in h is pocke t s con-

tracts with J;r ltish OOID!>31li .. for f'utur·e delivery LO be i mported 

into It sli/ th rough }er many. It is of oow-se knDim t o y ou that t h e 

~it ish oil c ompan ies at ~~•• are sel l ing oil and loading it direc t ly 

into t ho bunO<er s of I talian ships on their wny t o and !'rom Italian 

E3s t ~1 friou . The Br itish do nol mi ss one chonce to • enrn sn 

honest penny"• 

1!\lt thore are se veral poss i b ilities, not only t hrough the Ol'lnership , 

but th r otw,h t he .•ell• di r ected con trol of oil in the Car i bbean area 

and in the Ubited States , to exercise a ll enormous influenc e i n the 

world , 1 Jo n' t see how J apnn is ~oing to get very fnr in u wnr with• 

out oil . She !llW!t confi ne heraelf to ne1gJ,bor1nc ls.nds in Ch ina 

and eastern S1ber1r.. If all !'low ot oil could be ot opped t ow!U'd 

Japan , ohe .YUul d find h e:r oelf in t he Sllllle position \hut }'r anee would 

tilld heroelf 1t !ln emb!U'go were placed on oil to Jo'ro.nca . 

The practical l sascns i nvolved 111 this small ~,..,. IDQ¥ be very 
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'rht Pruidtnt December b, 1~35• 

tar-renohiug, und I am only wonllerlng ··•hether the poaaibility that the 

Congrua ~t~lsht pl ace oil on tl•e tmbnrg<> lis t might n ot i nter fere 

with tho uae of the pcr•er or the I!Dited 3tnte• in oo:oe future ail\Wtion 

which lllid>t be ::1.1oh more important to us than tt. e preaent , 

~he Pr aaillent 

~he .,'h1 te Rouae 

:laoh1ntfton , ' ' c. 



Quendo del cielo vlen giO Ia plonl• vol prend• 
te l'ombrello • slate tranqulllo. 
S. domanl del cielo venlsH giO dell'altro, per eaem· 
plo del gas, prendete Ia maschere • aerate altret· 
tanto tranqulllo. 
CoD l'oaabnllo DOD .t fa pit paua Ia IM99la. 
CoD Ia maclaera DOD .t farae•o pit paua l9a 



PS P· I r.c. fy 
f • 

' In caso di attacchi con ·~as asfis-sianii soltaruo la mascherG anti-gas puo ICitftlre Ia .uu • 
La fabbricazione delle maschere richiede una orq anizzazione scientifica e tecnica quale soltanto una Azienda Industriale di pri­miasimo ordine puo avere. 
Le maschere anttqas lidi LLi gpprovate dal Ministero della Guerra, offrono oqqi le miqliori aranzie di assoluta sicurezza. 

-
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':htt u fr'o.:D t111 heuvens cooea J't.ln 
Ult nn ucbr•lln und bt haJ!Y · 

tihtn :t'rOUI the htnvens co::-. otl•••· 
t h1l'JfJa. like cr~• . use u en•­
t:ta.all( nnl be euprt oel# hnPrV" • 

~11 th the umbrella you }H.vt no 
rear or rain . 

11th t h e cau-~':J.c y ou h:.vf n ·1 
ft'\r or ,;naaeo. 

'Z.ht Ph·el11 Jfna-mns~t O!""roved 'b;,· 
t he lll nloter or .lnr orrero t oW.r 
the beat MUU"mtee at• absolut e 
securi ty . 
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Boae 
Deoeaber 13, 19~· 

111thout a oen11 ol' humor t hio whole bualnese - 111 l'ttll "s the 

rest of l i r e - would be prett~ drab, &tt•ched la u eerloua 

adverti sement , but lt can be read with humor , ~heae thi~ coco 

in olgoret te b oxu, nnd 1 pass it 3lony to you tor a lauch• 

!he situation b ao contuaed hare I CllllDOt write about lt . It 

will tau a few cla:l• to Juolge 'll!tother England ls plqine; on the 

leul ln her pea ce offtr l what t he aatonlaheu aaeemblc•ge Qt \iene •tn 

w1ll do about 1t 1 and what the effeots of 1t wUl be on the Lensue , 

on Ita~ , on Sritiah prestige , and on the pence of Europe , 

One thing .. ecB oert~in - t hat we are ~<ell out of 1t , 

>11th evti"J r,ood wish tor a llerry Chr1atllltlo and a Rapt~ liew 

Year - an•\ 1111 t h-'< the !lew Year CliO' hold tor you ln the aatlafaction 

of adUt1onol 

'!:be Proddtnt 

The '.4b1t I RO\UI 

Waahlnaton , D. c. 



~ deiU' Chi cr, 

~here are t~ro th ings of a oonstructivo nature I would like to do 

hare before I leave - nnd I hopt you are not going to leave me bert 

long after the present difficult i es smooth out , 

Pirat , I would like to induce the Italians to pay their war debt 

and to break the eolid front in EUrope which exiete agains t the 

Ubited Statea in that m4tter. ADd 

seoon<l, I \'IOuld like to buy t he houae 1 now live in ao a ruidence 

for the string of Amar iowo Ambassadors who will foll ow me , 

'rhese t ·.ro t hings art ouaoeptiblt of combination. 

ODe r eason the Italiano have not paid their debt i a because of 

the t r anefer problem. As you know, they have had a very li=dted oupply 

of gold. and 1t would have been at any t 1me very difficult for t ham 

to have made payments in gold, They now owe us about $2, 000 ,000, I f 

we COUld buy this hous e - nod i t real ly m.~kea the bt&t Embaaay in 

nome , except the F&rnue Palace, which is the l'renoh Embaaay - at a 

ooat of tlloo,ooo or $1,000, 000, we could deduot that from the 8UID mich 

the I taliano owe ua. t hty could then p8¥ ua the balance and continue 

their Otbar payment& pending the pOos1bil1ty Of tome adJuatment t o be 

made of the whole question at some aubtequent date , 

{ , 
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/ 'Ebe Pree1dent J&Du.,.y 31, 1931> 

I particularly would 11~• to brook the aolld front In EUrope , If 

the Italiano caoh ln, lt Is poaelblt that the <~onch might be induced 

t o do so or to malct acme agre ement with ua 1n tho.t conntotlon undtr the 

ltader.sh!p Of l!errlot , Who, aa you ~lOW, baa alwuya betn favorably 

!Dollned toward pll)'lng tho AJDeriCilD clebt and who totme to !.t tho coming 

Prealar or ~anee - attar their ol tctlona. All or my lnto~tlon la 

to the effect that the country will go atrongly radloal , I f we could 

Induce Italy to desert the other EUropean ()overnment a on thla question , 

It might bo a leverage that would help Htrrlot In ,~uno e, ODd It might 

leave Ebclancl 1n o position Where abe would rather reconsider tho 

altuat lon. 

As to the house - It ie ouch a de l ightful plaoo with auch lorna 

grouncla and auob OOIIIDodi oua epaco and ao well turnlahed that I know 

If you could ••• It you -.ould oppro•• or tho IIIOV-nt . And If ,.. 

could get 1t without the e:qoencllturo or any money , 1t auma to me t hat 

lt would be quite worth while doing, Aa a cotter or rnct I even have 

advocnttd the expenditure of that much money to acquire It , I t It 

dl~ltlad ODd arproprlato ror an AJDb»stadorlal realdonco, and tho up­

lttop is not a IMJor quoat ion , ll haa boon thoro tor 350 yeora , and 

It wi ll probabl y be thoro for another 350 yeara with an occo.alonal DO* 

root ADd once ln o. while a blt or Interior palu~ , 

I really would llltt to dO both of these thlnga, but I will not 

move unt 11 I am author bed, "oill )'OU not eonalclar It ver:.• carefully and 

either wr1tt me or have me telegraphed that I oo.n try~ band on It , 
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The ? resident 

The political c onsequence s of Ita).;>' s payment or her dobt might 'be 

c onaidero'ble, und even the cccept8.lloe by the uovernmen\ of the United 

Statea us part payment or a p i ece of territory (only eignt uoroa in 

extent ) mi ght be \ he preoe.len\ for acquiring n few West Indies islands 

rr om one source or another. 

I thinlc 1t 1s worth oonoidering carefully , and if :~ou decide In 

th.a o.fflrma1. 1ve , 1 l1op e you will l et me kllo--..r as s oon as pos5ible , because 

tho Itull:ln uovernment 1vill hov e to mnke s ollle kind of ru·1·angement o 

before its J UDe 15th po,)'ment . 

I think: Al !lmith ' s speec h helped :~ou. And I t hink Joe !lobinson •s 

helped aame more . 

The President 

:·/ashiugt OD , D. c. 

t 
" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PebftUJ' ~. 1938. 

DIIOJWilliiDI J'01l 

!HI. OID&R SICRU.ART Or STAB y 
r 

11U rou. let • 'ban a -IOZ-- Gill whloh l oaD bUe a 

r. D. R. 

' 

Let. from BRECKINRIDGE LONG1 Rome , 1/31/36, outling 
2 things he wants to di5" while in Italy - alii expres­
ing hope he won1 t be left there long after the pre­
sent difficulties smooth out: 

1. Would like to induce I t allans to pey their 
war debt and to break the solid N'ont in Europe 
which exists against the u. S. in the ll&tter. 

2 . Would like to buy the house in which he lives 
as residence for future Ambassadors . 
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Feb:ru&rJ aa, 1936. 

I haft DOt wrUt& to FCN tar -eM 'lid 
I u YUT 1184 to haft h..s :rov -t 11ltenet­
lettere. I qaoted :roar letter abolat tile , 2 eq to 
Blll Pllllllpe Uld eaolo•e tbe ~ t._ Olin. 
Yoa. nll cSoabU"• beU' t:rca PbllltJIII. 

• all wtoh tbe 4&UT - t:rca ~pe 
wltll, I thlDt, tbe tM111le MOb dq tbat tile -t 
wlll briDe a -Jor ezploeloa. Oil tile otller huld., 
dq ROaulie dq wltbollt urtbtJ11 !:f:"''ll eo -
people an ntller det11lltelr OODOl that eeoh 
I'HUJ'tJic art•te 111.11 boa tult oat Uld that 
DOtJa11lc I'MllT ••1- 111.11 haPJ*a. I -t whOllT 
•ban t!al• optllll•. 

Here at 110M tlllJicr• an eollle utz••lT 
'nll t:rca tile polDt ot nn of bae'-•• tboach 
tile papen an qa1Dit u t~ tile polt ttoal IIJISl• 
.... u. 
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Jotar plene to OCIIM buk at nab U.. u au te ,_ 

'"' 8pftac. 
'le are feolllc a,_, fo..S.dable oppoeUla 

oD a.. put of a,_, po•z:f'al 1104 anc 6e 

esut alJ' wealtbJ' all4 tta. a.tnltnd IDbwuua. 

oan _, be a tntb-telllllc all4 falMbood .. liMbe 

0 z etp tMt will aet lato ••• , 2aalae. toa oaa -

IX,il llJ ...tal ID ~~. 

I Jaopl J'CNr • I J • Ia all wll apt• 

&D4 tJaat ,_are nt1J' to~ .... Dlcbt-atande 8114 

u. all4 '"' all4 oott ... 

lloDo:r.ble autttnnclp LrL 
• 21- 7 a.,.,., ._, 
lWJ'. 

(r-o'oftll) 
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1JY dear Chi eft 

I have your l et tu ot Februr>ry 22 ..,d gladly follow your 

JJq Wid ~ t h1t til:>e h ope to hsve the war debts questlon d.afinltel:r 

settled one "'a:t or the other , 

Since the dDte ot your letter the s1tnct 1on in Europe bas aoeuoed 

:m entirel)' illterent phnae . Gen:lllll)' ' Z ac tion i n the Rh1nel@d has 

prOduced n orhls •lh1oh m'V no t bt so oas11)' settled, By the time 

)'OU receive thie )'OU Ifill lalow whether )'OU ••llllt me to acme home now -

evtm UJOder the oirc\llllat SllOU of an upheavul here - or would rather I 

postpone m:,r departure ">~bile , In c ase rou think I ought to eta.-

longer, ot OOU>'at I em de i~ . I cannot be of cuoh practical aoehtADce 

to )'OU before or durinC the CoD¥ent1on , because nomination i a only 

ODe other thins 1 think )'OU ought to cooa lder 1a the ro .. i ble 

political e ffect upon :rou ot letting a number ol' men trom ke)' poato 

in .europe return to putiolpate in political activi ties Ciuring a pedcx. 

\'lbloh 1a M_ort clorlgtroua th1111 .,., eince 1918. 

However - 1 110 not nrgulng tht ques t ion, I am li"llly e>q>reuing 

things which art in m:,r mind and which you may want to oot>oldtr before I 

leave here cd wh iob art not auaoeptlbl e ot determination to<\&)', 



'l'he Presi dent 

There nre certAin r ormal1t1ea mioh will have to b o ocmplhd with hel'll 

<llld which you will "tllllt me to comply with before I leave, IUid I thi nlc the 

oourtuita 1n·tohed prior t o c;r del)ftrture .., uld be !Woh e11a1tr if you 

·,.oald htwe tit telecraphri to proceed to .fash1ncton for coneulta t 10!1 via 

Pnr1u . The "via Parh" 1'11 ll ell o1nnte the quest i on of t r uvel1ng on sn 

I t311an ahi p and the order to return tor conoultation will afford the 

basis t o do the proper thi 'US be tore I lea"• • and w~ich I would not do 

it Jua t go 1ng on le nve . 

Can we not le<>vt it thi s wfJoll'l - I "'ill plan to proceed to t h e Ulllted 

Stntea in Uey 011 receipt of ordera , UDleu you vtaJit me eorller. It 

y ou eee o.ny reaaoo to ohonr:e your mind s o ~hat I should postpone ey 

return , you could telegraph a nd s iurply mention the dat e o! t his letter 

-:t.ic h I •till understand to cellll that I "~ill poutrone cw returll 11Dt1l 

I reoehe further orders . If I hear llothlng I till rotur12 in llay . 

I \'ri ll b e very f! l a <l to b e baolc in the Sat se tiDd do whnt I can to see 

tha t the t hlnv,s ;.rou h" ve been fight 111£ for ce c onfirmed i n November , Thlc 

beln~; I'r~, the thirteenth , the ocen 1e l!"od • I ""'al~a luolcy on that 

colnoidenoe . Tha laet one - laet Dec .. ber - I g ot ~2,000 refund 

UIIU,peo t edl y • 

Zhe President 
Zhe 1/hlu Jtouae 
iluh1!JIIttOb, D. C. 
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Deer ...... . 

1 .... r.u .... .,... .......... •• .. ~~.qs .. , 
t'trst w1a alaN Ml la'- willa leap wUIIf'wU.• -• ... ., .... u. ... wllollF -··••shl ... -t ... ,. .... • C 212t tao lle. h617 au sap tllat ,_ d11lle 
list -. .....- an.r ,.. ... ,.. ••• teal,._ shtqlla. 

I•-' lie .... te ~eta pl-- fd U.S 
to w. ,..to4 et' n c•••U.•, aJJI ,_ ... twt ts 
ta lleliW •1• ........ ' '""· 

lls8St..etetenJW-.ps II• 
of'- IPI•Ill rsusl ,_ .... Ia .._, Ia a. IIH-t 
er t1711W a8l urn..lt st ... tS.S- a8l Iss t 
lllsw ,_ r .. •• -'SIW to .. M* to a -'•" +trs 
7• _. - ..... teal ..,..,... 

It' tt ts all l'lalat willa JW, I wl11 -. 
stlsr -• ,_ NI'P a&l tiat lt ta ausptel a ¢ "' 
ttw an. a. eiJsu al fill -~· &a ,_ ,...al<17 .._, I llaft •*el M11 te .. te a- as • 0 lealsr , a&l I • ..._.. a• w -
s~ ed ... p; U••fll ... U.'s UU. 'r 
-- • Ml"lM fill ........ : 

._ ... ~ •sst .. M'Q '•· I • ts1111W aU _. M_.. ... t111ir ..._ a ..t .. 
..-. .._ ,_ t'eel 1111l wUJ, cp'a U d11 IM1p, 
I bMr, tw ,_ te ..204 2 II et' plaiUI a&l.l 
ta- aeuttlw, 111rt 111 ,_-write- .,..,ues 
t~~a• uaU 1M •• tal. b7 ~ a..l at tt. 
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~k'1J!IDI~ OCt~!!.bl~ 
THE t<AHLIUt COIIII-OfiiATION 

T .. C -.ot. I;IO ~-t.L 100·'"""-t. , .. ._ C:Ot.LC.CI'o_llii ,.-,..I:N'I • .. 0fU, %WOOI • ..., TWt; OA~N "OTU, l iiM.~O ~«T,fi'+A COLOIOIAI.. "0.1"+.-At. CU• +C "O.IO+TAt. MOOJL ,._.,U.OO j~~Y 
II'OC" &.T&I'I C A-LOI'I+I. olUC"C"' 

Dictated from bed in Columb ia Hospital 
June 15, 19S6 

loly dear Chieta 

I expect I have let you don tor e 'While. 1o1y 

presence at Philadelphia is now impossible, and eotive 

participation in the Campaign will not be possible until 

after X.bor Day. They took moet of 111!1 stomach avray from 

me, but all the trouble has been eliaiuted. It -a just 

an old ulcer that h&d been irritating tho whole sto-oh 

end that whole nervous area tor yeera . )low it is gone, 

and I will be in better health and i .n stronger phyaioal 

condition. 

I aa sorry that it will leuen -.::1 activities on your 

behalf tor the ttae being, but the old head will still 

work, and there will be no reason ~ I cannot a ppear 

from ttae to tiae at Headquarters and do 'What My be 

possible in the way ot consultation alter the next two 

or three week.s . 

There -s one phase ot the oonaequenoe ot 'IIlii res i&Jia• 

tion Whioh I ~ted to present to you a long with several 
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1!bljtrui.b ~~~ 
T HE: t(AHL~R CORPORATION 

OWN! N O ANO O,.._ltATING 
T .. t ........, ._. 1:_,_ WOIIII'AAI.Io. roO.IOI'I"A \. ,.-.. ., C0!,.1.1l01l"'-1101',..(Ht• 
HOTI:L. lr U H • .I'tO THC O ....,..OH MOTCI.. lUM."O ~,rnc;II'IM 
COLO"'IA-._ ... O.I"IT .. r. CU ... tC "OSIO!l"A'"- MOOCL- ~UNOI'IV 

1t0C"C.1'C!It C.A\.0" 1C •Hl"C11CH 

The President June 15, 1936 

other things before I came to t he hospital . My belief 

is that the appointment of a suooessor will be authentic 

r ecognition of the Government of Italy b,y its new title 

including • Emperor of Ethiopia• with the consequent 

recognition of that status. Personally I see no r eason 

Why it should not be done - from the praotioal point of 

view. It will have to be done some day unless there is 

a bigger war about it, However , that is a matter of · 

policy for you to decide. You s:t1'! have my resignat ion 

whenever you want to use it, The only thing is that I 

hope never to see I t aly again and hope Y?u will not ask 

me to go baok there, I had eo much physical suffering 

on that aoene that I really hope I never set foot in the 

land again, 

In my one conversa tion \vith you I neglected to give 

you a message from Jeaafe Straua and hoped t o do eo before 

I got aick. JesaJ(e said that he expected to continue in 

Europe this .ummer and to take a cr uise to the N0rth Capea1 
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~1J1il;l..~> ~~!!.@;~ 
T HE MAHLE.R CORPORATION 

OWNING ANO O.-cl't.A'TINO 
T,..l -...u:~ WOI'tOVI.U .... O.,.I'TAI. T,.C. (;OU.I:O&"A-I'I'rMC:HTS 
.. OTC:t.:U;I'Oa"'' TMC O ... MON MOfCI.. Jt,U"!. II!O C:AI'CTCit!A 
COLONIA'- "'0SI'fT'Ai. CU••UC 1"10.•1"'1'"11.. M00Ct. lo.AU"O""Y 

1'10C"'C.1'1:1'1 C:4t.OI'IIC ~ofCI"II!N 

The Preaidtmt June 15, 1936 

that he had not consider ed coming home and hel ping in 

the Campaign because he did not fee l he oould be of any 

great assistance - but he wanted me to tell you t hat 

he was sure tho.t you kne-.: him well enough to feel that 

all you had to do was to make a suggestion and he 'Noul d 

gl adly do anything tho.t you wanted hi.m to do. He hesitated 

to write to you on the subject and asked me to convey 

it orally. I am sorry I for got, but rJJ;f conversation ><ith 

you was qui te short and. there seemed so many things to 

talk about that I didn't have time for that and several 

other things. 

As to the Campaign - Please do not let our f ello·lfa 

get over-confident and take chances . I am perfectly 

confident of your reelection, but I like t o see an 

organization 'NOrking as if the candidate was • running 

soared•. I mean no betrayal ~a l ack of confidence 

but ailnply a thor ough intensity t hat will not overlook 

a single bet. 



, ,. 

-4-

1t~1 !llJI.h ~ !blAI$ 
TH£ MAHLIR COAPORATtON 

fNI: _... .. ,.. W()lt ,..._fo.lo. N0~1T"'.\. TooC.COI...o. •• I:A_,..C,. 
NO,C\. .... "1.-o f..,C0AN0"" ...01'1Jio. ;r;,~ ,.. _.,O CAI' IJ1'C il0 • co,o .. _..... -os,...~ ... -. cu• c ...o . .. ,..... .-ooc~o. ............ ,. .. 

IIOC:NC. tt:• C4l.O• 11. tUfCt'III:N 

The President June 15. 1936 

In about throe weeks they let me get a,·ray f"rom here. 

and I hope to go to Nantucket to 111.y •=or hotle. Froa 

there I shall set to Headquarters occasionally, but it 

may be a l ong time befor e I see you, Whenever you accept 

~ resignation you may take back the co:misaion which I 

have been honored to hold and undor the authority of ~hioh 

I have faithfully tried to aerv~ you, 

Tho President 

The i'fhite House 

Washington. D. o. 
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ltf doa.r Ch iof , 

BRECKDIRIDOB LOIIO 
LAI1R!L JL\RYUNI) 

llotel XD.hler 
Rochester , Kinneaota 
Juno 2:5, 1936 

It is with ro~l pleasure I receive your letter of Juno 18. ~ou are a good friend aa well as being a great Chief . 

As this ia probably the l ast communication I shall mnko t o you in~ capacity as your Ambassador to Italy, I will devote i t to a two- fold purposo1 first, I ,... glad you are sending Bill io Phillips. I am oure he will do well thoro , In doing so I hopo you will not quibble about t he credentials that he will onrry. It can be a quiet and innocuous way to effect recognition. P0rsonally I advocate reoop'lition. It we do not do it, England and tho Governments of Europe ~~11 do ao, and England will try t o use her benevolent act as a lover with which to pry open again tho door of Italian trade. They talk a lot about prinoiplea, but those European atates:non are very praot ical gontlomon. 1'1ht.t they want is trnde and extension of business , We are now in n position to obtain a sroat dod of tho trade that fol'lllorly went to Bn&land, and I trust that you will not consider in too generous a light tho attitude whioh tho British will profeas they will take , It vrill only be a m&tter of a short t imo one wa.y or another until they recogni&o tho statue in sthiopia. We aight aa well do it first, and I am very glad to soo that you have already revoked the !leutrality Prool...ation, So I strongly urgo that you send Billie with regular credentials and not enter into &nil fino- opun argument• on tho t heory of recognition, which themselves, as a =atter or fact, will indicate our desire not to rocogni&o . 

Secondly, I ·Ant you to bo advised of a letter I have received. I think it 1e quito peroonal, and I think you probably will desire to keep it oonfidentinl , It ia such an unusu~l l etter that I wantud to aho~ it to you but had not an op~crtunity, for it was received juat shortly before I had to leave Washir~on to como hore . It is f r om Cardinal Pacol li, tho Papal Soorotary of State, and oame through tho open mail . I enoloao you a copy. It 11 quito unique in that it waa written by tho loliniator or Foreign Affairs or one State to an Ambaacador accredited to another Govern­ment, However , tho purpoao in ohowin& it to you is to rsveal to you aomothint of the character of the rolationahip Which your Ambaaaador in Ro~A ostabliahod with tho Vatican authoritiea . Throush thia and sever al other oontQcta moat intim&to in the Vatican oirole and amongat tho moat h~hly placed in tho world thoro existed a relationahip • orr the r&cord" which Dir;ht have been placed to prActical advantage in case tho European war bocamo a reality , 



-2-

The Prosident Jlmo 231 1936 

A:nd so I clos e J!11f offioinl r elati onsh i p - ,·:it h a r e commendation 
which I consider t o be to our own prac t ical advanta t;e - o.nd with 
a r eve lat i on of an unof ficial r elationship \dth the author iti es 
of the Vatican whioh is not of r e cor d anywhere but or which I 
think you shoul d be advised. 

With every good vrish and expr essi on• of affectiol\a te r egard , 
I am 

Tho President 
The White Rouse 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosure• Copy of l et t er from Cardinal Pa ce lli 



S!W.. 

Soc;retedn di Sto.to 
Di SUA Santita 

Your £xcollency 1 

l.!o.y 12 • 1936. 

I have learned that a I. tho time of your 
departure on leavu for the United States you 
"·oro not feeling ae ?toll u might have been 
desired , The news was a source of deep per~ 
lCIM.l diatreu to ItO and I know that you will 
pornit me to orproee to you ~ heartfelt good 
wiahes, .nioh I ahal l not fail to confirc 
"ith my prayer s , for your early rootoration 
to good health so that you may continue with 
renewed vigor your career of distinguished 
aorvioe to your beloved country. 

It ie ~ confident hope that eo:e weoka 
of root in tho mild and beneficent airs of 
~yland will act as a tonic and r ecruit anow 
the forces which you hnve s pent eo generously 
for the public vteal , 

I can never for(>Ot your kindnees at the 
t~• of the death of my dear bro~her , 

\71th cordial regards and tho r enewed 
nuuranoe of my prayorf'ul 1nteroot in your 
heal th , happineoo and woll~beine; , I am, my 
dear IJr . A.'!lbaas ador, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Si~ned) E, CARD. PACELLI 
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