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June 7, 193.

Dear Bills

Ewthnhlrnrwurgrnndlﬂmrofﬂuytmw-
sixth. You aro right about telephonss. Tho transatlansio
sorvice is probably listoned in not omly by Lon os, Paris,
berlin and Rome Wut probably also by nt loast four or five
othor Buropear capitals. That eseca to do oleasly os=
tabliahed,

I hope end yray, every day, that tho iofluenee
of MMusoolini will bo definitely nzainst war. Dut on the

- othor hand, I an worrled by the fact that both Oermany and

Italy cro maintaining sueh an epormous oucbor of nen unler

- m#ns and continuing to spend such waot sums. It 2oawe to
‘me thot if Cemany visualizes a peacoful working out of

the political and economic problems, common sonse would
require the starting of conversations as #oou as jossible
io order to avold an even worsc financial situation.

#. _I feor, too, that both dictators siink thoir

- preoon? nothods uro suocconding becsuse of the gains they

have uiade in Albanin, llungary and Y.goslavia.

The Iing and Queen arrive tomorrow and we look:
for a stronuous four daye. I dewoutly hope everything will
go thoouh without aby upeot. We hopo to soe Carolino this
suror. Take eare of yourself,

AD ever yours,

Honorablo Willisn Piiilips, -
United Statos Bobassy, -
Romo, Italy.

FDR/4]
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Rome, May 26, 1939.

Dear Mr. President,

I wish it were possible to talk to you occasion-
ally by telephone, but unfortunately that is impossible.
The other day & member of my staff put in a telephone
call to an American in Venice, who, on hearing the voice
of the Embassy Secretary, responded by saying "What is
i1t? Is it war?" Instantly the telephonic communication
was cut. And some time ago I had a telegram from Bill
Bullitt saying that our telephones were listened to by
both the Italian and German police, which we had guessed
long ago, but where he got his information I do not know.
So I regret that I cannot enliven your days by giving
you the gossip of Rome over the telephone,

It remains to be seen, of course, whether the Rome-
Berlin alliance is going to meke matters better or worse,
for no one can possibly foresee how the dictators will

interpret the articles dealing with continuous "eonsulta-

tion".

The FPreaident,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



tion". Personally, I believe that Mussolini is so anxious
to avold war that we may hope for his calming influence

on Hitler, exercised through the permanent commissions for
consultation. But whether his influence will have the de-
sired effect upon Hitler et any critical moment is something
which no one can guess. My latest information is to the
effect that Von Ribbentrop told Clano at the Milan meeting
on May seventh that German troops were ready to occupy Danzig
within forty-eight hours, that Mussolini was able to call
this off, and the alliance, with its consultation require-
ments, followed in short order.

Larry Lehrbas, whom you may remember in Washington as
an A.P. correspondent, has been transferred to Rome, and
accompanied Mussolini on his recent speaking tour through
northern Italy. Lehrbas tells me that the masses everywhere
were loyal and enthusiastic., He himself went two or three
hours in advance of Mussolini, and so was able to gauge
the attitude of the people before the Duce's arrival at
a given place, and he was impressed by the genuineness of
the enthusiasm in that part of Italy where Mussolini was

supposed to have less of a following. While we must accept

Mussolini's
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Mussolini's popular following as a fact, he himself must
realize that he would be in danger of losing his leader-
ship and his Empire if he dragged Italy into a European
war. He will, however, continue to bluster and to keep
the people stirred up in the belief that their wrongs
must be righted, and he will do this for the purpose of
preserving his leadership and in the hope of gaining some-
thing for Italy somewhere, and from someone.

He 1s not in a pleasant state of mind with regard
to America. At a dinner the other evening at the Palace
in honor of Prince Paul of Yugoslavia, he opened the con-
versation by asking why we "interfered” in European affairs
when we knew so little about them, although he admitted
at the same time that Italians knew very little about
Americen affairs. I gzave him the best answers that I
could with regard to our hundred and one ties with Europe,
and your wish and that of the country to see European pro-
blems settled by peaceful negotiation. He annoyed me by
remarking that the United States was run by Jews, and I
gave it back to him straight that he was entirely mistaken
in this respect and that it was a very unfortunate mistake
to make.

On the same cccasion I had a few minutes' talk with

Prince



Prince Paul. He is a man of considerable charm, but

I gather is not up to handling effectively the exceed-
ingly difficult internal situation developing from the
atruggie between the Serbs and Croates, and he gave me
the impression of being a sorely perplexed and bewildered
man. When I was presented, he was standing in a corner
close to Mussolini and Clano and a group of other men.

He remarked to me that he found the marble floor very
slippery, and did I not think that it would be safer

for us to stand upon the rug near the center of the room?
When we were out of hearing, he asked anxliously what I
thought of the situation, ete., ete.

Your famous message to Hitler and Mussolini is still
the subject of a great deal of comment here. They do not
like it but there is no doubt that it has been the means
of bringing forcibly to their attention our concern in
the European mess. Soft language has no effect on these
men, and your message, though it hurt, had without doubt

a healthful influence.
I am taking every opportunity, and I did so again
today, to impress upon Ciano his responsibility under
the



the eonsultative pact in the new German-Italian slliance.
I said that I had little confidence in Hitler, but that

I hed confidence in Mussolinl and that he would apply

the brakes on Hitler in emergency cases. Ciano laughed
and said that he would not attempt to reply beyond taking
note of my remarks, but he went on to emphasize his
opinion with regard to the lmportance of this aspect of

the alliance.
I shall follow with intense interest and considerable

concern the royal wisit to Washlington and to New York,
and shall heave a sigh of relief when they are safely
back in Canada, and I feel sure that you and Eleanor will
do the same.

Caroline and my youngest daughter are salling for
home next week for the summer.

With all good wishes,




Rome, June 23, 193%9.

Dear Mr. President,

I have just returned from a helpful ten deys' trip
to Budapest and Belgrade and am delighted to find awailt-
ing me your good letter of June seventh. I, too, am
worried by the huge armaments of Germany and Italy. I
fear that neither of the dictators have confidence in
a peaceful working out of their political problems, and
that Mussolini, at eany rate, regards his economic pro-
blems as of secondary importence. It is for this reason
that we are having such difficulties in our own trade
relations with this country.

In Budapest I met a number of well informed Hungarians
whose prayer is that Hungary mey remain neutral in any
eventuality and so be in a better position in the future
to achieve a revision of the boundaries. The signs of
popular mourning for the "lost provinces" are pathetic
and in evidence everywhere. In order to maintain Hungary's

neutrality, they appreciate the necessity of acquiescing

to
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to the German demands, but the country, taeken as a whole,
remains intensely nationalistic and anti-German. The
Regent is admittedly all-powerful and strongly anti-German,
and I heard it said that he may be forced eventually to
agsume a dictatorship in order to hold down the Nazi in-
fluence, which gained enormously at the last election.

Montgomery wes most cordial and helpful, and is doing
a fine job. He is on the best of terms with the Regent.

In Belgrade I stayed with Lane, and lunched one day
with Prince Regent Paul, whom I had met here and in Florence.
He received me most cordially and led me through the rooms
on the ground floor of his villa, pointing out some of his
well known pictures and works of art. I asked particularly
for the famous El Greco, whereupon he told me in confidence,
which he begged me not to repeat, that the E1l Greco and
some of his other finest paintings had been sent to London
recently for safekeeping! After lunch we had a long private
talk., I told him of Ciano's recent remark to me that "we
are in for a long period of peace", and the Prince remarked
that these were precisely the words that had been used to
him during his recent visit to Berlin. It was evident that
the man is sorely perplexed, for he is harassed on every

side, externally and internally. He condemned in outspoken

terma



terms the c¢lique of 3erbian politiclans who are now in
power and described them as the lowest group that he had
ever come across, - old men who eling to power for their
own material benefit and without any sense of responsibi-
lity to the nation, - and when I asked him where the youth
of the country was, he sald that Serbia was still oriental
end that there remained & popular veneration for "elder
statesmen™, Just as in the old days of China "gray beards"
hed been =2ble to continue in office indefinitely. He men-
tioned his own sympathy for our democratic form of govern-
ment, but remarked that the people of Yugoslavia could not
possibly function under any such system at present. The

two days' motor drive from Belgrade to the Adriatiec con-
firmed what he said in this respect, for although the country
is immensely rich agriculturally, the people remain in the
same primitive condition that they were in hundreds of years
ago., This, it is said, 1s the result of Turkish influence
in the past, which deliberately kept the people in their
primitive state, and that it will take another generation
before these conditions will disappear. While in Turkey veil-
ed women no longer are seen, in Sarajevo, where I spent the

night, they were in evidence everywhere.
Both



Both Hungary and Yugoslavia, at least those parts
through which I passed, seemed to be vast wheat and
corn granaries, with mixed crops less important, and
in spite of the primitive methods employed in cultivation,
the grain appeared to be in marvellous condition.

Since my return to Rome there are signs that all
is not entirely well between Genersl Franco and Mussolini.
From a reliable source I learn that Franco did not wish
to have Barcelona taken by assault and had planned to
encircle the c¢ity, thus forcing it to capitulate to star-
vation., However, Mussolini did not relish the loss of
time necessitated by such a campaign, and accordingly the
Italian general led the assault on Barcelona and so forced
the Spanish leader's hand. During the operations that
succeeded, the Italians destroyed several villages by
artillery fire, and Franco, in the settling of accounts
between Italy and 3Spain which is now supposed to be under
way, has insisted that the Italians deduct from their bill
e sum equivalent to restoration of the willages destroyed.
Franco has even demurred, so they say, from paying the

salaries of the Italian legionaries, on the ground that

they were "volunteers”.
Another



Another indication that all is not well between the
two leaders touches upon Ciano's proapective visit to
Madrid. Ten days ago he told me definitely that he would
leave Rome on an official visit to Franco on or about the
twentieth or twenty-first of June; and yet on my return I
find him still here, and the gossip is that the visit has
been postponed until some date in July. I mention thesae
details only because they seem to show the direction of
the wind, for it has been extremely difficult in the past
for us to gauge the actual relation between the 3panish and
Italian Governments.

I have naturally followed with intense interest the
royal visit to Washington, Wew York, and Hyde Fark, and
congratulate you heartily on the way in which 1t has been
carried out and the triumphant success achieved, The
Italian press barely alluded to the visit, whieh is pro-
bably an indication of the importance which the higher-ups
attach to it.

With all good wishes,

Iaperely yours




Fome, July 14, 1939.

Dear Mr. President,

I am distressed about the adverse neutrelity
vote, - distressed from every point of view, - but
I know that you are duing*averything that humanly
can be done to remedy the situation at this session.
An erroneous report in the Italian press that at a
press conference you had singled out Italy and Germany
as happy over the result, evidently brought uneasiness
into the hearts of these people, for since then there
has been no editorial comment and merely inconspicuous
presentation of facts.

T am in full sympathy with you and the Secretary
in this terrific battle against ignorance.

An intriguing sltuation has developed over here
during the last few days with its center in the Province
of Bolzano. All foreigners temporarily sojourning in
that region have been given forty-eight hours to leave,

although
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



- P =

although those owning property have been given a
1ittle longer to wind up their affairs. This action
i{s the more inexplicable coming just at the beginning
of the tourist season, which means so much to that
part of the world.

The official order affects also the native popu-
lation of Austrian blood who have dwelt there for over
a thousand years.

T called at once upon the Acting Minister for For-
eign Affairs (Ciano is now celebrating in Spein) to re-
guest a delay in the expulsion order of two American
ladies, and this was promptly granted. The Acting
Minister referred to the order as "politico-military”,
but the word "military" certainly makes no sense.

It appears possible that Hitler and Mussolini
agreed to the repatriation of the ten thousand German
citizens 1living in the province. Hitler had publicly
gueranteed the "sacredness” of the Brenner frontier,
and it was inconvenient to have recurring hostile "in-
cidents” between Germans and Italians. Furthermore,
he wanted them back for his own purposea, while Mussollni,
on his part, was glad to get rid of what had proved to
be a troublesome element. However, when the repatriation

began,
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began, it seems probable that Hitler may have insisted
that all foreigners should leave at the same time in
order that there might not appear to be any diserimina-
tion against the Germans. The order affecting foreigners
wes certainly hastily issued for the Foreign Office knew
nothing about it until my Dutch collesgue called on be-
half of a number of his compatriots who had been told to
get out,

I was informed by the Acting Minister that the object
of the order is to Italianize the provinece and that only
the well known trouble-makers within the native population
will be affected and given the choice of going to Germany
or to southern Italy, and to southern Italy only if they
declare themselves loyal Italiens, But I have my fingers
crossed! I am not certain whether this repatriation
movement will stop there, for other sources of information
indicate that it is the intention of the Government to
move & substantial part of this former Austrian element
to southern Itely. Only the future will give us the
actual results.

The European crisis continues on its accustomed
way, - nervous periods followed by calm periods, and we

are in a calm period now, - and through it all there is
‘ genuine
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genuine disapprovel by all clusses of the Government's
pro-German polley. So bitter has this become that one
cannot but wonder whether Mussolini end the little group
around him who run the show, fully zppreciate it.

While the Italo-Germen military alliznce made
boastful assertions meking it appezar that Ttalian ermed
forces were ready to support Hitler's every whim, there
is throughout Itely no activity in sight which would
give the impression of intensive preparation for war.
Qur Militery Attaché, who has just returned from an in-
spection tour in the north, reports that the principal
steel works, the Ansaldo and Brede and the Galileo
optical company, are on a peace-time basis, - forty to
fortyeight hours a week, - that the first two are con-
cerned largely with the manufscture of railroad cars,
rails and civiliar requirements, although Ansaldo is
constructing also some commercial and naval vessels but
always on a peace-time operating basls.

The reports of the Naval and Alr Attachés are not
dissimilar in substence, and all of them believe that
there 12 no new increase in warlike preparations.

The Government's financial situation is of course

appalling



appalling and less and less foreign exchange is avail-
able for the needed purchases outside of Italy.

However, we must not forget that in the event of
a European war, Italy, without actually engaging in it,
can contribute many "nuisance values". 3he could mobilize
her army on the French frontier and so hold a section of
the French army. 5She could do the same on the Tunisien
frontier, for already in Libya she has an army of approxi-
mately seventy or eighty thousand men. And her air force
and submarines could threaten the British and French
fleets in the Mediterranean and so keep important parts
of the British and French fleets on the "qul vive" in
that area. Italy, therefore, has all these "nuisance
values" without necessarlly taking part at the outset
in any act of aggression committed by Germany. Mussolini,
it seems to me, might be able to create his "nuilsance
values" without launching Italy into a European war on
the side of Germany, and if he limits his activities to
this extent he might be able to get away with it with
the Italian people.

But the situation today may change tomorrow, and

predictions are apt to be unsafe and even unwise.

One
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One meets, of course, Italians who express them-
selves freely and who believe that the only way out of
Italy's present impasse is through internal revolution
or external werfare., But in my opinion it will take
the Ttalians a long time to get up steam enough to re-
volt ageinat the present regime, certainly while Musso-
lini lasts, for he still dominates the masses. The
vosaibility of Joining his military forces with those
of Germany to attack the democracies is always present,
but to me it seems unlikely that he would take such =
step at the outbreack of any such war, What may develop
after war begins, must always be on the "lap of the gods".

With all good wishes, and sympathy with you in your

daily battles,
Ever yglrs 3inceﬁ
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Rome, August 18, 1939.

Dear Mr. President,

We are passing through & very mysterious moment
here and underlying the deesdness of mid-August in
Rome there 1s a feeling of general slarm. It is im-
possible to keep you advised of the true situation
because there is not & person in Italy, outside of
Mussolini himself, who knows which way the Italian
ship of state is sailing. As I have reported in my
telegrams, Ciano told me on the eve of his departure
for his meeting with Hitler and von Tibbentrop at
3alzburg, that he was optimistic and would in all like-
lihood on his return to Rome have a reassuring message
whiech I could pass on to you. He has returned &
"pessimist”. And moreover, in spite of constant efforts
on my part for an appointment, five days have passed
and I have not been able to see him. Whatever informa-

tion
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tion I heve secured with regard to the Salzburg meet-
ing has been through a young and friendly Soviet
Chargé d'Affaires,who i3 a personal friend of Clano
of long standing and whom Clano met casuslly on the
beach the other day.

However, I feel certain that Ciano did his utmost
with Hitler to "put on the brakes”. Italians now be-
lieve, and probably believe correctly, that in the event
of war Italy will be immediestely attacked by the com-
bined British and French forces, which will seek naturally
to destroy the weakest link in Germany's armament. And
so I believe that Clsno's pessimism and his hesitency
to discuss the situation with Chiefs of Mission reveals
the failure of his efforts in 3alzburg. Everywhere
throughout Italy there is outspoken condemnation of
the policy of the military alliance with Germany, and
nothing that Mussolini could do would be more unpopular
than to drag Italy into the muelstrom on the side of
Germany, and perticularly =t this moment when Danzig
is the objective. Even now there ere no signs of unusual
military activities here, although there are reports now
and then of the recall to duty of officers who are now

on leave.

Frangols-



Frangois-Poncet, my French colleague, feels that
the most dangerous moment has already passed, and that
while the situation i1s still full of dangerous possibi-
litles, Hitler has probably decided not to strike at
Danzig. He desired to strike, Poncet believes, about
ten days apgo, and was held back by his advisers.

The Pope 1s said to be seriously alarmed, far more
than during the Czechoslovak crisis a year ago, when
he was confident that no country would do anything to
start a European conflagration.

To turn to more agreeable subjects, I have to re-
port that your distinguished Postmester General, accom-
panied by his two daughters and Ed Roddan, are my guests
for several days and will be leaving for Paris next
Sunday. I have done my best to amuse them apd to keep
them busy, but I am not able to cope with Tony Biddle
in the matter of social entertainment, for Rome is com-
plﬂtely_daaerted by Romans as well as by Americans at
this deadest of all seasons of the year. I advised Ciano
of Farley's arrivael and that he would be glad to pay his

respects
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respects to Mussolini if this was entirely convenient,
and have received a reply that Mussolini "regrets ex-
ceedingly” that he has not been able to arrange an
audience in view of the shortness of time and his many
engagements, etc., ete. It seemed to me important for
Jim not to appear to avoid all contact with Itzlian
officials, and accordingly, so far as he is concerned,

he has done the courteous thing. An audience with the

Pope has been arranged for tomorrow, and this, after all,

iz what the Parley family naturally care most about.

Needless to add, Jim is = most delightful guest and

companion, and I have much enjoyed him. His stories are

wonderful and unending, and I am having, perhaps for the

first time in my life, sn intimste glimpse of our own
political world and its wondrous ways.

I like to think of you now as thoroughly enjoying
your cruise along the Maine coast,

With kindest remembrances,

Very /sincerely
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Rome, September &, 1939.

Dear Mr. President,

last week we passed through several days of
great tension and uncertainty when it was impossible
to predict the line which the Italian Government would
follow. Troops everywhere were on the move, cities
were blackened at night, and all sorts of war regula-
tions went into effect. Some of them are still in
effect, in spite of the declared intention of the
Government to keep out of the war. For instance, no
private automobiles except those of officials and
doctors can move anywhere in Italy, all cafés and
restaurants have to close early, and precautionary
military movements continue. But there is intense
relief manifest everywhere and the popular impression
seems to be that Italy can and will remain neutral.

Mussolini is again the "hero” who has saved Italy

from
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from becoming involved in the war, and his efforts

in Berlin, London, and Paris to prevent the tragedy
have been prominently displayed everywhere. Ciano,
too, I imegine, will share some of the hero worship,
and the words of praise and adulation bestowed on him
by the press for negotiating the Italo-German military
alliance will not be referred to.

Recently I asked Ciano whether Italy would adopt
"neutrality”. He sald "No", and that any declaration
to that effect was unnecessary in view of what had
already been announced. He added that all that Italy
wanted was "to be left alone™. I did not press him
further but murmured something to the effect that I
understood the embarrassing position that he was in,
to which he made no comment,

It may be that he has seen a new light and is now
less hypnotized by the Germans. Certainly both he and
Mussolini have been roughly treated by their German
friends and 1ittle consideration has been given to their

appeals in behalf of peace. They find themselves in a

delicate



delicate position, and especially so in view of the
outspoken public opinion against taking part iIn a war
in cooperation with Germany. I fear, therefore, that
we can expect little stability in policy here. Even
though the Government seemed to be veering towards a
better understanding with the British and French, and
for two or three days the press displayed a balanced
opinion between the opposing forces, it has veered back
again with its pro-German point of view.

If Germany continues to sweep all before her, the
official controlled Italian press will, in my opinion,
remain Germany's political supporter. Should Hitler
call upon Mussolini to perform under the terms of the
alliance, views here are divided as to the nature of the
response. Some undoubtedly expect him to carry out his
pledges, but there is a large section of public opinion
which would expect him to find a way out of his contractual
relations and would not in the least mind broken pledges.
At such a moment, Mussolini alone will decide where his
prestige and that of the Fascist regime lies best.

While Italy remains neutral in fact, the Britlsh

and French policy will presumably be to leave her alone.

Freedom



Freedom of movement in the Mediterranean is a great
asset to the allied governments, and they naturally
hope to preserve it and not tc endanger the loss of
the present Italian goodwill by the unpopularity of a
blockade. And then again, while Italy remains out of
the conflict, the Balkan 3tates can do likewlse, which
is again of great importance to the allies.

The fact that Italian passenger ships are again
back on their regular sailings is reassuring, as indica-
ting that the Government is satisfied that its position
will be respected by all belligerents and accordingly
i{s not looking for any immediate trouble. It is certain-
ly a relief to me, for we have in Italy about two thousand
Americans awaiting transportation.

This 1is only the briefest résumé of the situation
as I see it today, but it is a situation that can change
in & few hours.

In closing, let me express my admiration of the
radio broadcast which you made on the evening of the third.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely

Do Fit %
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: THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

October 10, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF GTATE

For various reasons I think it
would be & goBd idea for you to tele-
graph something along the following

line to Pnillipsi

Will you at your convenience
intimate to the Papal Secretary
of Btate thet the Presldent has
besn made very happy by the im-
partial printing of American
news, and also by the Address by
op Sheil which had been pra-
pared ofter consult:tion with
His Bainesnce, Cerdinal Mundelein
just before the untilmely death uf
that great leader and numanitarian?

Antl,
é% F. D. R.



U' October 17, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Coples of two despatches, MNos,
1566 and 1568, from Rome, are respect-
fully submitted as of possible interest
to the President,



Home, September 27, 1934,

1568

Mo, 1566

Subject: Italian Criticism of OSSLRVATORE ROMANO's
Reporting of American News.

The Honorable
The Secrotary of State,

imshington.
Eirs

4ith referencs to the Embresy's telegram of Septem-
ber £5, 4100 p.m., regarding the full and objective re-
porting by the OSSURVATORL ROMANO of the Fresident's
megrase o Congress on the Neutrality Act and the in-
ereased publie interest in this peper as evidenced hy
its gnine in ciroulation, I have the honor to report
the following incidents which indicate that the atti-
tude of the DSSEIVATORE ROMAND has not wholly escaped the

notice



.
notice of the Fasolst authorities,

Last week the Embassy learned that Signor Guido
Gonella, a Fascist Party member and a staff writer on
the OSTNRVATORE ROMAMO was arrested and detained for
four days., Upon his release following the intervention
of the Vatican Secreteriet of State, he was cautionsd
thet as a "Fasolet and Italian" he should guard againet
the pro-demceratic tone previously shown in his articles
on international events, Subsequent to this indirsct
warning, Count della Torre, the editor of the OSSERVA-
TOHE ROMANO, who resldes in the Vatican City, is sald
to have stated at a ataff meeting that the polioy of the
paper, for which he alone assumed responsibility, would
remain unchanged, and he invited any member of the
staff reluctant to continue thise poliey te resign forth-
with,

A more direct warning may te read into the follow-
ing article appearing in the REGIME FASCISTA of Septem=
ber 26, entitled "Christlan Morality:"

"The QSSSAVATORE ROMANO is concerned with
Roosevelt's views to which it dedicates a great
deal of space and nolsy headllnes.

"Everything 1s explained: the sympathies
of the Vatioan or are directed to the man
who in the name o ahriuti-nitg invokes peace
and wants to prevent war from destroying
America's best youth. And the United Stetes
iz hailed when they declare that American
neutrality shall be strict and most impartial.

"Today, news which comes from the Star
Reputlic is completely different. ¥e learn
that the purpose for which Roosevelt wants to
remove the embargo on arms is to give work
to the hundreds and hundrede of milllions of
unemployed, The OSSERVATORE ROMANC reports
in ite entirety the declaration of that

Presldent without bei in the least soan-
dalized; in fact, f ng it in a language

of sympathy.
"The
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"The christian morality of Count dalla
Torre g-gl forth in ita oot form, Peace
is 3 but better the ter in the fleld
opposite him., Hence, the more eannons that
are sent to the rmn@.u! the more men that
fall on the other side, the proster will be

hie jﬂri
"Onee, durlns our raclal campalign, that
all descend from

hewspeper maintained that we
a single stem and thot we are all ehildren of
Ood. Today, mol The children of God are above
all the Jows thot have unlenshed the actusl
the others are sons of the devil and

storm
ghould be destroyed.

"But what will history Bay?
walt to tell him,"
fecording to the Amerlcan Sditor of the OSEZHVATORE
ROMANO, Count delle Torre considers the front page of
Lie peper for September 27, on which is printed a long
artiole on Americun press comment regarding the Presi-
dent's messnge ar well as en editorisl on the Seore=-

tary's Pan-American Day anddrese (reference the Eabassy's
of September 27) ae the 0SSERVATORE

e shall

aa

despateh no., 1562
ROMANO's answer to the RECIME FASCISTA,

Respectfully yours,

Willia=s Fhillips

i’



Rome, Beptember 28, 1939,
No, 1563

Subjeect: OQSSIHVATORE ROMANO Ldltorial om
Secretary's Pan-American Day Address,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,

Viashingston,
8ir:

With reference to the Embassy's despatch no, 1566

of September 27, 1939, regardins the attitude of

the OSSERVATORE ROMANO in reporting American news

and the apparent reperoussions of this attitude in
Italy, I hnve the honor to transalt herewlth the

text and translation of a most favorable sditorial

on the Secretary's Pan-American Day Address whioch
appeared in the OSSERVATORE ROMANO of September 27,
over the initiale of Count delle Torre, the editor.

After referrins to the premises stated by the
Gecrotary
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Seeretary, which he termed a "brief code of ecivilized
living," and to the President's appesl to religion in
hie message to Congress, the writer called attention
to the identity between the fundamental polnts set
Torth by the statesmen of one ol the most powerful and
"modernly positive"” nations of the world and the prin-
eiples enunciated by the Fope in his Zaster message and
more recent addresses,

Inasmuch as thie ips the firet indication of un-
qualified approval of Americean stotemonte to mppemr inm
the Q0SSERVATORE ROMANO since shortly before the death
of Pilus XI, the editorial attains added signifiosnce as
a reflection of the ?utiuqﬂ'l position in the present

international situation.

Respectfully yours,

William Phillips

inclosures:

l nnd 8 - Text and translation
of editorial in the
OHBSCRVATORE ROMANO
of September B7, 1930,

woDt Jp
71l.1
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Enolosure no, £ to despateh no, .°° of Septemb 3
from the Embassy in Rome, SESIRIG 50, AW

Irenglation

Truth and Sxperience

The American Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, im
celebrating "Pan-American Day", took as tho theme of his
speech that characteristic of the mew world which the
painful hour of the old world renders more evident and
slgnificant: that {8, the peaceful concert of its people,
The goal had Yeen achieved, he eald, by those international
prinelplee which had inspired those republice since thelr
founding and by the lesson which they had learned alike
from the great war, in which twelve of them took part,
Thus, more effectively during these paet twenty years
since the war, the "system" of "Pan-American Peace” was
progreselvely and soundly organized in nutt;-l agresment,
in conference periods from Montevideo to Buenos Alres,
from Lima to Panama,

Cordell Hull summarized the basic premises thereof:
@very country, large or small, rich or poor, is recog-
nized in the "family of nations” of America in full
equality of rights, consideration, relations; diseipline
for all; individual liverty; the sovereignty of the state;
international law; civilization based on Justice, reciprocal
respect, collsboration, inviclability of signed pacts,
their revislon and reform permitted only through peaceful
understanding.

This brief code of ecivilized living, which President

Roosevelt
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Roosevelt in hie message to Congress supplemented by a
noble appeal to religlon, this "vade meoun" of peaceful
relationship expressed in that simple and unadorned man-
ner of practical peaple, who scem to be afrald of appear-
ing to theorize or of giving ebetractions more importence
than faots, cannot but recall another wold, bearing all
the welght of the eternal authority whence it came as
instruetion end guidance in practice and fact, One can-
not but recall, that is, the word of the Pope: his
latest statement which, faithfully echolng a word spoken
two thousand years 8go, rang out more stromgly and splan-
d1dly amidst the preparation and onrush of events fesr-
fully awaited,

Plus XII, in his Zaster Speech, in that to the
Smered College and to the Vemetian Pllgrime, in his mes-
sage of August 24, and in his reply to the Belglan Am-
bassador, set forth as the basis of individual as well
a8 of collective and international order the saocred
rights of human dignity and liberty of all men; res-
pect and defense of religlon; cooperation among in-
dividuals, classes, peoples, in appropriate distribue
tion of property and riches which God has showered upon
the world and in mutual comprehension among nations along
the common path of elvilized progress; the defenge of
the honor amd liberty of peoples; the observance of
pacts; politios inspired by morality; justice rendered
to the weakest as well as to the strongest; justice
which is affirmed by the force of reason and not by
recourse to arms,

It ie impossible not to perceive almost literally
the ldentity of the essentiml pointe listed by the states-

men
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men of ome of the most powerful end more - how can cne
put it - modernly peeitive nations of the world and the
prineiples set forth by the highest religions Teacher
and epiritusl autherity on earth, For the Supreme
Pontiff, the lesson eprings from revealed truthe; for
the statesmen, from concrete experience,

In the midst of spiritual and material destruction,
of bloody conflicts, the blossoming - it is the American
Secretary of State who vouches for it - the maturing of
civil conquests: a constructive, peaceful existence
among republics which, neverthelees, differ in military
force, wealth, industrial and finsnecial organization,
and population; a feeling of reciprocal esteesm and trust;
reinforced cultural relations; decisive stepe towards
the abolition of customs barriers,

Politice has food for reflection as in a great
experimental cage: principle, proof, erose-check;
that which comes down from the Gospel, that which comes
up from life in the comcrete doocuments of peace and in
the negative documents of war in which lies heedlese-
ness of divine wisdom and human sagaoity., Politics hag
food for thought as regards its alleged right, its al-
leged need to be bound by no established principle,
coneidering religion and morality a guide for the
life beyond but not for earthly peths, where they
would be an obstacle in overcoming impediments, At
decisive hours and at turning points of not merely
history but of the preservation of civilization and
humanity, 1life, experience and practice reflect in
their ery the accent of the Lord and His admonishment.

The
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The fect is thet the Church of Christ in its magls-
tragy--ng the Pope sald--"1s the lnexhaustible source of
life for the soul" and, moreover, "the outstanding bene-
fectress of civilized society.”

"Human morality”; effect merely of "human morality",
Stalin will perhaps think, as when in his speech of March 10
to the Sovliet Congress, he invoked it to stigmatize "the
stronger who attacks the weaker."

But he d14 not think then that only one morality, and
not that of man but of God, could never change and contra-
dict iteelf.



Rome, October 18, 1939,

Dear Mr. President,

These are very gquiet and even dull days here, in
spite of our nearness to tragic events. After the first
two weeks of the war, the Italiens settled back into
their customary habits, except for certain unpleasant
reminders that all was not well elsewhere, such as the
disappearance of private automobiles and of coffee. The
nation wes keyed up to a high piteh at the beginning of
September, not knowing in which direction they were being
led. The publie saw only hasty evacuzstion of towns near
the French frontier, the frequent blackouts, and the call
to arms, ete., ete. It now seems more probable that
Mussolini was planning to defend himself if possible from
attack rather than to Jjoin up with Hitler, for it was
well known that British military circles at that time
favored a swift attack on Italy as the quickest method
of getting at Germany. The moment it became evident that

no
The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



no such attack was to be feared, the tension ceased and
thousands of recruits who had been called to the colors
have been permitted to return to their homes "on leave".

But this is all of the past. Italy's future is now
that which is of interest to us. In my opinion, a complete
change of poliey has occurred, which day by day is begin-
ning to manifest itself in various ways. For weeks there
has been no mention in the press of the Rome-Berlin axis
or alliance; a recent visit of Himmler to Rome has been
carefully kept secret, whereas formerly every appearance
of important Germans was widely publiecized; the openly
expressed dislike of the Berlin-Moscow deal, its danger-
ous consequences to the Balkans; and in particular Ciano's
changed attitude towards the Germans.

While the Government is not ready to declare its
neutrality and the officially inspired press still main-
tains its pro-Cerman tendencies in order mot to inecur
German hostility, I believe that Italy will avoid at all
cost any trouble with the Allies. Already a French-Italian
commission has been organized to deal with economic matters
between Italy and France, and I learn confidentially that
the British Government, with Italian approval, has decided

to



to do likewise and to leave all questions of trade con-
trol and blockade to be worked out by this Joint under-
taking.

The French are said to have placed large orders in
Italy for menufactured articles from supplies of colonial
raw materials. Undoubtedly Italy hopes to benefit from
the new trade and exchange of which she is sadly in need,
and so to improve her own crippled financial position.
Mussolini is feeling his way inch by inch. He must realize
that the popularity of his regime has fallen, that should
the allles succeed in overthrowing Nazism, Fascism is en-
dangered; that should Germany win the war, Italy would be-
come a vassal state; and that should Communism enter the
Balkans, there would be difficulty in keepingz it out of
Italy. He is, in fact, surrounded by dengers and may be
assumed to be "sitting uncomfortable". Perhaps this ex-
plains his refusal to receive all foreigners, including
our one and only Grover Whalen, who has just left us for
Switzerland and northern countries. While here he has been
thoroughly and expensively entertained in Italian cireles,
but even with the help of Ciano and the Rome 1942 Exposition

authorities, I could not secure an sudience for him with the



the Duce.
The Senate debatesover neutrality make very dull

reading now, and I am praying that the end of this waeak
will see their finish and the triumphant passage of the
Bill. 1

Caroline arrives next week and I am hoping that she
managed to get to Washington before leaving and will
bring me all the latest news from the Capitol.

With kindest remembrances,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 23, 1939.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

TO READ AND RETURN

- ¢
0CT-23 1939
NOTED




- The President would like this meauagatgivanitaak
to him when the Secretary of 8tate returns .
<EGRAM
t 4

The White House
ﬂanh"mgt:m The White House

Qetober 21 1939

FOR GRENNE: 1NFORMATION OF THE PRESIDENT
ROME, October 21, received 8345 a.m.

476, Oetober 21, roon.

My 4856, October 9, noon.

Minister of Publiec Instruction Rodd who left for London

ten days ago ls expected to return tomorrow. It 1s proposed
to establish a joint Anglo-Italian Commission to handle
questions of rationing and control. :

Two . The British and French have been inclined to be lenient
in allowing merchandise tc reach Itely, they find, however,
that they will have tc tighten thelr control memsures because
of the intensification of exports from Italy to Germany.
German agents in Italy are offering to pay gold for lubrica-
ting oll and other essentlals. The consul at Trieste rerorts
that 1500 tons of ecopper and 2500 tons frozen meats on board
NEPTUNIA which arrived September 25 from South America were
immediately despatched to Germany.

Three, Gotlieb 1s endeavoring to verify a report from geod
sources that the Itallans intend to utilize Trieste as a
center of supply to Germany but that they will operate from
secret headquarters in Gorizla and headquarters where all
administrative and clerical work will be centered.

Four. Some time ago the French embasay expressed concern to

me that German tankers now in Mediterranean ports might be

able to slip into the Black ses for use between Batum and
Constanga. Gotlieb now hears that there 1s unusual activity

in shipping e¢lrcles at Piraeus with a view to chartering tankers
for transporting 150,000 tons of gasoline from Batum, Trieste
for reshipment to Germany.

Phillips.
515pm/d
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA

Rome, October 3, 18389,

Dear Mr, Becretary:

Today I have some very confidential information which
I hesltate to put in an official despatch but I think you
?ndiaumnar and poesibly even the President may be interested
n it.

You will recollect the meesage which Hitler sent to
Mussollnl on September 1., I quote 1t agaln because 1te
text now becomee of a speclal interest.

"Duce,

I thank you most cordially for the diplomatic
and political assilstance you have recently glven
Germany and Germany's rights. I am convinced that
the task assigned us can be fulfilled with the mili-
tary forcee of Germany. I therefore think that under
these circumstances I do not need Italian military
ageletance, I thank you, Duce, also for all you will
do in future for the common cauee of Fasclem and Na-
tlonal Soclaliem.

Adolph Hitler.,"

It was sent on the same day on which Mussolini announced

to the Italian people through an official communiqué that
"Italy Hi}l not take any initiative in military operations,
eto, ete,

It now appeare that this message was written by Museo-
1ini himself and all that Hitler did was to sign 1t, If
thie were mere rumor, I would not trouble to report it, but
I am satisflied as to 1ts accuracy.

The message therefore becomes highly self-revealing.
It indicates that the Duce feele hie obligations to Hitler
but that he 1s not prepared or willing to throw in hie lot
with Germany at thie early stage of the war, During the last
few daye of Auguet, we know now that Muesolini was on the
brink of Jolning forcee with Hitler. There were many slgne
of haety preparation. Many towne in Northern Italy adjacent

The Honorable o

Cordell Hull,
Becretary of Btate,
Washington,
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to the French frontier were suddenly evacuated of their
civilian population and even in Rome civilians were ad-
vieed to move elesewhere., It may be that the King had some
influence, 1t may be that the Duce wae made suddenly aware
that the army was not ready for any formidable confliect, and
it may be that Muesolini realized the strength of anti-
German eentlment throughout the country, More probably,
it was all three together that caused him on September 1
to "sit on the fence" for a while. But on September 1
when he prepared this telegram to himself, Museolini gave
expresslon to his willingness to cooperate in the future
"for the common cause of Fasclem and National Socialism,"
That is ilmportant,

It ie lmpoesible today to give any accurate idea of
the coursee which the Italian Government intends to pursue
in the immediate future, There are some who are certain
that Mussolini made his decision on Beptember lst and 1ie
now trylng to work gradually to a condition of strict neu-
trality. But there are others who feel that Mussolinl 1ie
firet of all a Fascist leader rather than a national leader,
and that he will always be inclined, if it 1ie practicable
to do so, to Join up with hie opposite number in the Nazi
camp in the bellef that the two Regimes muet live or die
together,

I am guessing that he will adopt the first course.

Clano returns this evening from hie conversations
with Hitler, presumably over the latter's peace propossals,
and although I doubt whether he will reveal much to me,
I hope to be able to pleck up some bite of information which
will be useful to you,

I am following with intense interest the renewed
battle for neutrality, and pray for a quick and succeesful
outcome,

With kindeet remembrances,

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIPS,



- S PLM{

Rome, December 24, 1939.

Dear Mr. President,

I have not troubled you recently with a letter since
theres has been nothing of particular importance to tell
you, and I naturally hesitate to add anything to the
mnuntagﬂ_éf corresgundan&g with which you always have D
to denl.

But this morning comes the text of your Christmas
message to the Pope, and this is an event of the highest
importance. I am deeply impressed by it and delighted
with the appointment. It is too soon to glve you any
Italian reactions, but I shall of course watch for them
closely and will keep the Department informed. To have
the cooperation of Myron Taylor is for me personally an
ideal arrangement, and together we ought to be in & good
position to keep you more fully in touch with Buropean
developments.

Italy
The Prealdent,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



Italy continues to pursue a remarkably steady
course and is holding her poaition of undeclared neutra-
lity in a way which seems to satisfy all concerned, in-
cluding the allies and Germany.

Clanc's two hour speech the other day in Parliament
gave offlicial sanction to what had hitherto been regarded
as rumor: that at the time of the signing of the alliance
it was understood by both Italien and German Governments
that Itely would regquire three years to complete her mili-
tary preparation, and Germany & period of four or five
years for similar preparation. Coming from Cianc, this
was an interesting statement and might well have been
considered by the Germans as military information for
the enemy, but outwardly at least the Germans here showed
no concern. Throughout the speech Ciano maintained his
balanced position, which confirms our pieture that Italy
is still sitting rather securely on the fence with a leg
on either side, awaiting eventa.

Since the Berlin-Moscow deal, Ciano himself and the
more important members of the present Government are
clearly sympathetic to the allied cause, but I am still
of the opinion that Mussolini's leanings are towards

Nazism, although not necessarily towards Hitler.
There



There 1s, by the way, a great deal of mystery
surrounding Mussolini's physical condition. Certainly
he is not the man he was a year ago, but what precisely
alls him 1s anybody's guess. My best information is to
the effect that his "pep” has gone and that he is a tired
man, but that his vigor can be artificielly restored for
publie occasions. However, he appears in publiec very
seldom now. Meanwhile, Clano's star is in the ascendant.
The "change of guard", as the new Government is called,
is composed largely of Ciano men. And in my dealings with
him I now come away with the impression that he has grown
up and is no longer the boy that he was before the death
of his father several months ago.

Since the Axis is no longer referred to in the Italian
press, and the anti-Jewish policy is in abeyance, it is
only natural that the American press should be less criti-
cal of this Government. This lack of American criticism
is noted here with appreciation and with the result that
we have now a more favorable Italian presa. But however
welcome this may be, we cannot look for reaslly good re-
lations with Italy until we hawve recognized the sovereign

in his "Emperor" capacity.
There
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There was an amusing incident the other day in
connection with the arrival of the new Soviet Ambassador.
He had made his first call upon Ciano and had left with
him copies of his credentials, but while awaiting the
audience with the sovereign, there occurred a number of
public demonstrations largely conducted by students,
naturally with the approval of their superiors, against
the Soviets and in favor of Finland. The 3oviet Embassy
was conspicuously and unnecessarily surrounded by large
bodies of troops, in order to emphasize the impression
that Itelian public opinion wes intensely aroused. A
day or two after these incidents, and actually on the
day before his audience with the King, the Ambassador
suddenly left town for Moscow, with wife and bag and
bagzage, and that seems to be the end for the present
of any Soviet colleague.

I have the impression that the Government here
feels that they have gone perhaps too far in openly dis-
playing their dislike of the Soviets at a time when most
of the other countries are keeping rather quiet on this
subject. At any rate, the press has suddenly quieted

down in this respect, and that is the usual sign of the

way



way the higher-ups are thinking.

-

We asre having the usual troubles with regard to
British control at Gibraltar and the long delays which
have occurred to our shipping. I am in constant touch
with the British Embessy on this subject and am con-
vinced that they are doing everything in their power
to urge the authorities in London to decentrelize the
control and so give Rome and Gibraltar the powers necessery

for a more prompt relecse of neutral ships.

et tune o fmﬂ‘ﬁ/f
il 'ﬂ;;' Y J ).«M Loie . [e
Jadiae i /-~ = 4‘7 g
A ore—, K’r *M/é"‘/a“?- ity SN

J’/’_“.; #f/wﬂ M#%f

leew )’ﬁ » M&
/ﬁf;m

77
s $h1{4£;( LJ T hays



P%F:Wé'fd.

N | 2
.\\},-J" \ t
£\
LW h

Reme, March 1, lﬂig.“

Dear Mr. President,

I am glad that you have been able to get away
from Washington for a few days of rest and recreation,
and I have been followlng with great sympathy your
eruise to Panama, which I trust has been thoroughly
enjoyable. Everyone, and especially the President of
the United States, should be "braced" for spring develop-
ments whatever they may be, and they will be upon us
3000,

Sumner Welles has come and gone, and I am particular-
ly happy that he is returning to Rome before his depar-
ture from Naples.

His visit here passed off exceedingly well. He
wes received at Naples with every courtesy on the part
of the Italian authorities: Ciano sent a member of his

personal "cabinet" to greet him; the Prefect of Naples

WEes

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



was on hand, and there was the usual army of photographers
and movie cameras actively on the job. Government cars
met the party and after an hour's drive around town we
arrived at the station, which we found elaborately de-
corated with flowers, red carpets, etec., etc., and were
conducted to Clano's private car. The arrivel in Rome
was equally cordial and a large ecrowd hed assembled out-
side the station, roped off at a respectful distence.
The Italians certainly know how to receive distinguished
guests and thelr ingenious methods of subtle flattery
are disarming.

The first conversation was with Ciamno, who went out
of his way to be cordial and communicative, and I think
Sumner was favorably impressed with this young Forelgn
Minister.

The conversation with the Duce followed later in the
day and was held in the latter's vast hall-office. A3 we
entered, Mussolini came forwerd to greet us and conducted
us to the far corner, and to the only signs of furniture
in the room. Mussolini sat on his side of the desk and,
facing him, Ciano, Sumner and me. AS Sumner speaks ex-
cellent French, and also Mussolini, I had hoped that the

conversation
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conversation ecould be conducted in that language, but
Mussolini indicated his preference to speak in Ital ian
and to use Ciano as his interpreter, - a means, I assume,
to give himself a chance to compose his next thought.
Sumner has already reported by cable a substantial part
of the conversation, omitting, however, certain points
for his personal report to you,

When Mussolini came to the last paragraph of your
autographed letter, he smiled broadly and indicated
laughingly that he hoped some time to have the pleasure
of meeting you, whether on the high seas or elsewhere.

Frankly I was shocked by Mussolini's appearance. I
had not seen him near to for meny months and found him
considerably changed. Naturally he has reached tha age
when we all begin to show our age, but there was also a
drooping of his eyes and an expression of fatigue when
his face was in repose. There was, however, no sign of
& partially paralyzed arm, which has been a current rumor,
nor any real sign of physical weakness., After the con-
ference he turned to me in French and mentioned with pride
that he had been playing tennis and had beaten his "pro."
8ix to two., He asked me whether I played tennis, to which

1



I replied that I was far too old to indulge in such
activities, but that he was in every way a young man

énd naturally indulged in all sporta. This produced

2 laugh and he proudly admitted that he still rode horse-
back and swam.

I was glad to hear him say thet he would like to
see Jumner on his return, because it may well be that he
will have some message to convey to ¥you which was not
forthcoming during the first conversation.

The Government continued their courtesies to Sumner
by sending him in & private car to the 3Swiss frontier, and
of course pasid the railroad transportation of his party
from Naples to the north.

I want to 2dd just one word to say that Sumner con-
ducted his part of the program exceedingly well. His in-
stinctive courtesy and well chosen words of apprecliation,
which are so necessary from the Italian point of view,
struck & pleasent note at the outset, and during the con-
versations with Ciano and Mussolini he phrased his in-
quiries always very agreeably. I greatly admired the way .
he handled his approach to the Duce. I believe that his
contucts here have served a useful purpose in emphasizing
our desire for cordial relations with Italy, and closer

collaboration.



collaboration, Moreover, coming as your personal
messenger and bearing a prerscnal letter from you, the
Italians have been suitably flattered, and Italians must
be flattered,

I have not mentioned Myron Taylor, but his presence
here at this time has also struck an exceedingly respon-
aive note in Itali=n eircles generally. I gave a large
dinner for him two nights ago and he made a very splendid
impression., Without a doubt his mission has started ofr
exactly as you would have wished it to do. And as for
me, I am perfectly delighted to have him as a colleague
and fellow worker and am keenly looking forward to elose
cooperation with him,

With all good wishes,

Eyir yours devosedly,

Vel Autsf
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Rome, April 1, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,

It 1s a pleasure to have your letter of March 13th,
and I am more than grateful to you for your help in
connection with the Rome '42 Exposition. Already the
publicity here in connection with the bill has received
conspicuous attention and has made the best of impres-
sions.

During the last few days we have been passing
through & curious phase in Italian internal and external
affairs. Many people were becoming jittery that, as a
result of the Brenner meeting, Mussolini had been pepped
up to adopt a more pro-German attitude, and there were
indications that he was prepared to do so. The Vatican
became rather unnecessarily excited, I thought, which
you may have noted from Myron Taylor's telegrams to you,
and I was rather astonished at the Pope's suggestion
that you take a hand in the affair by a secret communi-
cation to Mussolini. However, in view of the Pope's
suggestion, I feel the increased responsibilities of my

own

The President,
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Washington, D.C.



own reports.

We must always reckon with Mussolini's pro-German
attitude. I doubt that he will ever change his views
in this respect. Cilano's power in the Government, how-
ever, 1s exceedingly difficult to evaluate, for one
never knows precisely the conditions within the family
eircle. Last week it was current gossip that Clanoc was
to be relieved of his post and sent to Libya, and when
in conversation with me he laughingly referred to these
rumors, he did not by any means say that they were with-
out foundation.

Should Ciano be relieved of office and should the
Duce take the administration of foreign affairs again
exclusively into his own hands, then indeed there might
be a crisis in the relations of Italy with the alliles.
While Ciano remains, we may accept it as a fact that
Mussolini wishes to keep the doors wide open into the
allied camp and acecordingly to preserve a balanced posi-
tion between the belligerents.

Mussolini undoubtedly 12 sensitive to German pressure
and, in the words of Cleano, feels his responsibility
in earrying out the agreements and understandings ruaﬁhed

with Berlin at the time of the signature of the alliance.
We



We must continue to expect, therefore, a pro-German
press and a pro-German tinge to coming phases, but in
my opinion that does not mean that Mussolini will swing
Italy completely into the German orbit. Any such policy
would meke no sense, and I belleve that though the man
himself 1s living in a sort of concentration camp with
little contact with the outside world, he is still sane
enough at the present time to avoid anything so utterly
foolish.

I feel that my telegrams must seem to you very con-
tradictory and in many ways unsatisfactory, but I assure
you that there is no one in this town, Italian or foreigner,
who dares to predict with certainty the future course of
Italy, for so much depends upon events upon the battle-
field.

When I had those few words with you over the tele-
phone, you were kind enough to suggeat that I call you
on the 'phone more frequently. I shall certainly do so
whenever I have anything that seems to me worth while to
report to you in this way, but unless I have something
of importance I very much hesitate to bother you unneces-
sarily. On the other hand, those few words from you the

other day set me up for a week.



In my letters to you I say nothing about home politics,
but you may be assured that my thoughts are with you con-
stantly and, if I may be permitted to add, my sympathy in
view of the great declision that lies before you.

With many affectionate messages,

ine
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Rome, April 19, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,

The pouch is leaving in & few moments, but I ean-
not let it go without sending you a word of deep appre-
ciation of the statement which you mede with regard to
the invasion of Denmark and Norway. And then two days
later came your Pan-American address, which was superb.
I only wish that both the statement and the address had
received greater publicity in the Italian press. There
has been no editoriel comment on either, but you may
rest assured that they have not passed unnoticed.

These are very curlous days in Rome, and 1t is
more difficult than ever to sift the rumors that are
pouring in from all directions. Ciano is 111 with in-
fluenza, and as there 1s no one else in the Forelgn
Office who will speak with any frankness to me or to

any
The President,
The White House,
Weshington, D.C.



any of us, that source of information is for the

moment not available. I realize, however, that theze
days are critical for Italy, and I only hope that
Mussolini will have sense enough to hold his own against
what we assume 1s GermAan pressure.

Caroline is sailing on Saturday for home and hopes
to drop down to Washington for m few days, and to have
a glimpse if possible of you and Eleanor. It will be
hard sledding without her here.

With all good wishes,

Ve sincerely ¥
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Rome, May 2, 1940,

e e E———

Dear Mr. Preaident,

I congratulate you on the wording of your message
to Mussclini. It was couched in such friendly terms
that he could not take exception to it whatsoever, and
yet it conveyed to him something which was of the high-
est importance that he should know and know it from
you. As I have already reported, Clano asked me to
return to the Foreign Office after the interview, in
order that he might examine more carefully the text
of the message. He picked out immediately the impor-
tant paragraph and took pencilled notes of it, which
I was very glad to have him do. Mussolini and Ciano
have both been far tco sanguine about the lack of in-
terest of the American Government and people in this
situation, and it seems to me of the highest importance
that every opportunity should be taken to impress upon

them
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C,.



them the contrary. Now that you have spoken so definitely,
I can of course follow up the points whiech you have made
whenever I see Clanc, which I am doing as often as practi-
cable,

Myron Taylor, who has just returned to Rome for a
very short visit, wes much pleased with your message and
wlll find an occasion this afternoon, I believe, to notify
the Vatican in accordance with the instructions which he
has just received.

I am inclined to think the Vatican authorities become
rather over-alarmed with regard to actual conditions here,
and I fagl that my colleagues in the British and French
Embassies have the same impression. In any event, it
eppears that the British and Prench representatives to
the Vatican have been sending very alarming reports to
their respective Govermnments about Italy's immediate pros-
pects, which are not altogether in line with the reports
emanating from their Embassies to the Quirinal. If we
bear this in mind, it is of course a great help to be in
touch with the Vatican, even though they may be at times
unnecessarily alarmed.

Unfortunately my reports have to deal only with the
present. I cannot at this stage predict with any degree

of
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of certainty future events.

And may I again thank you for the step which you
have just taken, which, in addition to its own high im-
portance, has made possible once more my personal contact
with Mussolini.

With all good wishes, as ever

Devgtedly yours,

U s Aef/



Rome, May 31, 1940,

Dear Mr. President,

I have just returned from the Foreign Office,
where I communicated orally to Ciano your message to
Mussolini received this morning. As the pouch closes
in a few hours, and presumably before I receive Mussolini's
answer, I am sending you a few personal wordé in addi-
tion to the cable which I have just despatched to the
State Department.

Clano looked nervous and strained, but he seemed
to have no doubt of the nature of the reply. He was
positive that every point which you had raised in the
message had been carefully considered and that there was
nothing more to be done about it, as the decision to
enter the war had already been reached. He reminded me
thet he had always spoken to me with frankness in convey-
ing good news and bad news, and then he proceeded to tell
me that the time that remained before hostilities was

"very
The President,

The White House,
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"very short - a matter of only a few days". I tried
to impress upon him the highly unfortunate reaction in
America which would follow Italy's entry into the war,
but he merely said that this, too, had been taken into
consideration before the decision had been reached.

It is, indeed, an appalling situation; and when ocne
considers that as early as August 25th last, the French
had expressed their willingness to settle amicably their
problems with the Italians, and had repeated this desire
at least twice; and when one considers that the British,
in spite of all the mistakes that they have made,
have at long last declared their willingness to relieve
the strain of the blockade by new control measures, and
when the rest of the world including the Balkans desire
only to remain on gocd terms with the Italians, the
picture presented by this country - out for what they can
get anywhere and against anyone - is horrible to contem-
plate. The regime here seems to be territory mad. Musso-
1lini undoubtedly has the Caesar complex of adding to the
Empire by hook or by crook, and he has not the slightest
consideration for anyone in reaching this end. The Germen

Ambassador, Von Mackensen, is reported to have been saying

recently



recently that Germany was bringing no pressure to bear upon
Italy to enter the war, which seems to me not unnatural
from the German point of view, in view of the fect that
everything i1s going Germany's way without Itely's assis-
tance. His statement, however, is contrary to Ciano's
assurances to me to the effect that Mussolin! was deter-
mined to carry out his obligations under the treaty of
alliance with Germany. We live in a maze of rumors in
regard to the point which Mussolini will strike first.
The streets of Rome, and I presume elsewhere in Italy,
are covered with new highly colored posters showing a
pistol in French colors pointed from Biserta at Sicily,
intending to indicate to the gullible publie that Italian
Sicily is seriously threatened by French Tunis. We hear
that large numbers of troops have been sent during the
last day or two to Libya; that Egypt is becoming alarmed;
and that for the moment Yugoslavia seems less so. And
there are all sorts of reports that the Italians have
their eyes on Savoia and Corsica. I will have to admit
that this Government has diabolic cleverness in being able
to keep even the best informed Italians completely in

ignorance as to where Mussolini will strike. Ciano has
at



&t least been franker with me than with any other of
the colleagues, in letting me know the shortness of
time left before the zero hour.

I am, of course, in close touch with my colleagues
whose interests I shall have to take over, and am in
the process of setting up an organization for that purpose,

One thing is certain, and that is that you have done
everything humanly possible to dissuade Mussclini from
aggressive action. Unfortunately we are dealing with an
Italian peasant who has all the good and bad qualities
of a son of Italy, and who cannot possibly grasp the
significance of the United States and of what it stands
for, and what it can mean in the future to Italy. He
is tog much of a "realist"™ and has not the imagination
to see beyond the overwhelming power of Cerman armaments.
And therefore your appesls to him have, I fear, not sunk
very deep into his soul.

I only hope that the time will come, and come soon,
when the steps that you have taken to dissuade him from
his course will be known to the entire world.

I need not assure you that these approaching tragic
events have dissipated any hope that I had of returning

home



home this summer. There is of course nothing to do
now but to stick to the job and do the best I can
under the saddest of circumstances.

It is not difficult to imagine your despair and
discouragement at the way the world is moving, and I
need not assure you of the immense sympathy which I
feel for you in these days of stress and turmoil. May

you have the strength and courage to cope with it all!

votedly yo §




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1940,

LEMORANDUX FOR
THE P. S,

Tell Caroline Fhillips
that you gave me the card
and that the real problem is
that the article mentioned
might fall intc the hands of
the enemy and help them more

than our friends.

F. D. R.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE '
WASHINGTON
June 8, 1240

My dear Mr. President:

I believe you will be interested in & personal

letter I have recelved today from William Phillips

under date of May 31, and of which I am encloeing a

copy.

Believe me

The President,

W,
I

B
Faithfully ynura;'

1 [\ [ [
JRNSYRLS

b

The White House.
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EMEASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, May 31, 1940

Dear Sumner:

I am taking advantaze of Alexander Kirk'as departure
by alr to send you a few lines of greeting. I am glad for
his sske that you have called him home, for he ie in a very
nervous condition and needs, in my opinlon, a ccmpléete rest.
However, he 1s a very difficult person to manare in this
respect because he has no Interest 1n his phyelcal conditlon,
and in fact no interest in prolonging life.

He sees only the need of our entering the war immedi-
ately on the side of the allies, and nothing that I can say
in explanation of this impossibllity, at least at the present
time, has any effect. And so I welcome hle home-golng,

I have this morning presented to Mussolini through Clanoc
the President's last apneal, which carries with 1t ite un-
concealed threat, After reading the meesage, Ciano esald
enough to indicate very clearly what the reply would be,
and 1t does not surprise me, It has been clear to us all
for several days that the declelon has been made to enter
The Honorable

Sumner Welles

Under Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.
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the war, and once Musso makes up hie mind, nothing ap-
parently can stop him. But the President hag a splendid
record to fall back upon and I sincerely hope that the
various stepe he has taken to dissuade Mussolini from
aggreselve action will be given publicity at the appropriate
time. It 1s a horrible picture to contemplate, - this luet
after new territory regardless of the other fellow or whﬁh
éver appears to step 1n the way. Mussolini is evidently
bewitched by the accomplishments of Germany by brute force
and sees an easy and cheap victory ahead for himeelf and a
means to hle own aggrandisement. Whatever one may think

of his course, and it 1s a most dastardly one in my opinion,
you must hand i1t to him for the way in which he conceals his
methods. For even now, a few days before the zero hour,
there does not seem to be a person, even among the highly
placed fasciets, who have the slipghtest 1dea where Mussolini
wlll strike first.

I am busy preparing our organization to care for
forelgn interests. Hooper, our Assistant Commercial attrché,
who 1s a very live wire, 1e to head the group in charge of
Eritish interests, while Williamson will head the group in
charge of the interests of France, We do not know as yet
what will happen to Belglan intereste and whether the Eelgian
Ambassador will remain. And the same situation seems to
rest for the moment with the Egyptian Minister, Chester

Aldrich, of the American Academy, mand one or two other
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Americane reslident 1n Rome, have offered to Join the or-
ganization, which we shall probably house for the moment
in the Eritish Embassy, althougzh perhaps later we can move
1t to the premisea of the Eelplan Embaessy, which 1g quilte
cloze to our own offices,

In a way I shall be thankful when the period of walt-
ing 18 over, for uncertainty i1s some times more wearinc to
the epirit than facing facts no matter how disagreeable.

Caroline writes me that ghe was in Washington for a
day or two, It was kind of you and Mathilde to think of her
in thie connection, but I gather from her letter that she was
very mich limited in her time and could not, therefore, ac-
cept your kind invitation.

Hoping you yourself are bearing up under the strain,
and with kindest remembrances, as alwayse,

S8incerely yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIPS



Rome, June 20, 1940.

Dear Mr. President,

There are so many things that I should like to
talk to you about that a brief letter is merely a
waste of your time. But first of all I want you to
know how distressed I am about Myron Taylor, whose
condition I fear is beyond the hope of recovery. The
doctora are hoping that the end may not come until
after the arrival of Mrs. Taylor, whom we were eagerly
awalting in Rome this evening. To my keen disappoint-
ment I have Just received a telegram from Bertie Pell
saying that she cannot reach here for another two days,
and giving no explanation why she has not come on to-
day'as plane., Myron has not yet been told that she has
reached Lisbon, as the doctors feel that even this
might be too much of a shock for him. The present
plan is to prepare him for seeing her only after her

arrival
The President,
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arrival in Rome and only a few hours before she can
be in Florence,

I went to Florence last Sunday to see him, and I
may go back there tomorrow if the doctor feels that my
presence there 1s of any comfort to him. It is really
pitiable to see him now, and I am deeply distressed.

There is nothing that I could tell you about war
conditions that you do not already know. The French
appear to have crumpled up without offering much of
any resistance near the end, and it may be that there
is truth in the assertion that there was no fighting
apirit left in France even before the war began. My
call at the Foreign Office yesterday produced nothing
in the way of information about the terms which were
to be offered France, but with the absence of Ciano
there is really nc cne left here with authority to talk.
Anfuso, who is acting in Ciano's place, is a amart and
canny fasclist, but out of his element when acting at the
head of the Foreign Office. Cleno spends most of his
time on military duty out of Rome, and I shall hereafter

have few contacts with him. Last week saw the departure

of



of all the allied missions, six in number, whose inter-
ests I have taken over. Pressure from Americans has to

4 great extent ceased, although there are said to be some
two hundred who would P“ glaed to get home if they had

the opportunity to do so.

We have had only two "visitations" from the air,
eccompanied by the appearance of leaflets in place of
bombs, causing, as you can imagine, the greatest conster-
nation and indeed fright among the Italisns. The anti-
aireraft defense performance, however, gave them wonderful
opportunities to display their love of noise, and ugly
splinters from their guns were found all over the streets
of Rome the following morning. I hear that the visitors
were French, but I cannot confirm this.

Today, the all-absorbing topic concerns the French
fleet, which, if lost to the British, will certainly change
the entire situation in the Mediterranean and give the
Italians more or less freedom to take what they want of
the "cake". Most of my Italien friends are mortified and
ashamed of their Government, and there is no evidence any-
where of enthusiasm for the war. It is no uncommon sight
to see companies of soldiers marching towards the station

loaded



loaded down by their kit, cheerful enough apparently,
but receiving no response nor sign of attention from
the street crowds, This is "Caesar's"™ war, to add to
the map of Italy, and to glorify Caesar himself, while
the people seem unconcerned and even indifferent to what
is going on around them.

The Democratic Convention will soon be upon us and
I am full of anxiety as to what will happen. 3ince the
entry of Italy into the war, we have been completely cut
off from home newspapers as well as from the British and
French press, and are even deprived of that miserable
little sheet the Paris "Herald Tribune". Nothing but
the State Department radio bulletin and an occasional
letter by air mail are left to us, and you can appreciate,

therefore, how completely cut off I feel from you and

i M a—
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Rome, January 27, 1941.

Dear Mr. Presldent,

You will recollect that the last time I had
the pleasure of seelng you, you expressed certain
views which you asked me to communicate to the Vatican
on my return to Rome. The matter has been presented
to one of the principal members of the Secretarilat, not
as a request from you but as an indicatlon of your views
and therefore of interest to the Vatican.

In reply I was informed that they had the highest
regard for the Bishop in question, that the matter would
be taken up at once with the Cardinal Secretary of 3tate,
and thet it might be possible to give an answer in the
near future. My informant seemed to remember that Myron
Taylor had spoken directly to the Pope on a similar
matter, if not the same subject, last year, but he did
not recollect the nature of the decision which had been
arrived at at that time.

I am sorry that I am not able to glve you any more

preclse

The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



precise information today, but I am confident that the
step which I have taken will receive the most considerate
attention.

With all good wishes,

incerely yo
/f aé%f
/
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WASHINGTON d
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Ky dear Mr, President:

I am sending you a copy of a letter which Bill
Phillips has written to me under date of January 28,
1 bellieve you will find it interesting.

Bellieve me

Fgait lly yours,

L

Enc.
From Willliam Fhillips,
January 28, 1541.

The President,
The White House.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Rome, January 28, 1941

Dear Sumner,

The sltuation here has completely changed since
August and 1s of absorbing interest. It i1s no longer
difficult to find out what people are thinking and
talking ebout, since they are far more outspoken than
formerly. Everywhere one hears bitter critlcism of the
regime, even in Fascist circles, Clano 1is sald to have
remarked to s;msnna at the beginning of the campalgm
"This i1s my war", and for this and other reasons, has
been made the "scape-goat"” for the dilsaster.

This i1s not quite fair to Ciano, because of course
Mussolini himself is responsible, but publle opinlon has
only begpun to reach the point of condemning openly the
latter's mistakes, It sounds better and is much safer
to condemn his subordinates. Then again, 1t 1s sald that
Cliano has been making far too much money and buying up
too rmch land, and as Itsllans are feeling poor themselves,
thls new and young Croesus does not appeal to them, He
has Just left for the south of Italy on military duty and
The Honorable
Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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will be absent from the orelgn 0ffice, so he told me,
for several weeks. Unreliable gossip adds that he will
probably not come back to the Ferelgn Cffice and that
Grandi may take his portfolio. However that may be,

the movement against him 1is undoubtedly galnlng headway,
and one of these days liussolini's hand may be forced,
The Cermans also are supposed to desire his exit,

Germans are In our midst in great numbers, and two
new divlisions are belleved to have crossed the Brenner
during the last few days. We know that they are bullding
powerful alr bases in Sieily, especially near Catania,
and are bringing all the material for their burpos e from
Germany., Whereas formerly one rarely saw German officers
in uniform in the streets of llome, now they are often seen
sauntering about in small Eroups,

But the most astonishing change that has taken place
during my absence is in Nussolini himselr, Although he
1s st111 nominally at the head of things, he 1s not in
the picture as formerly, He Seems never to be with his
armies and only occasionally the press speaxs of his visit
to the wounded, He did, of course, go to Germany recently
to talk with Hitler, but 1t 1s saia that he spends a good

deal of his time with his two mistresses, "Mme, de Fompadour
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end her sister", in the villa on the outskirts of Rome
with which he has provided them and their parents., Gos-
8ip adds that he has recently had a boy by one of them
and is immensely proud of this fact,

This kind of gossip cannot be put in written des-
patches and certainly not in cables, for we have reascon
to believe that the Goverrment has all our ciphers,

The general diascontent is inereased by a rapid rise
in prices and further restrictions on various items of
Toodatuffs,

There 1s slso a dangerous shortage of charcoal,
especlally in the citles, which has come about from a
lack of proper dlstribution and by the fact that, for
various reasons, less of 1t has been produced this year,
The city working classes do not use coal or wood, char-
coal 1s essential to them for cooking purposes, and they
are already suffering from a lack of it and are, general-
1y speaking, in a bad Iix.

However, the press ana Propaganda continue to announce
dally victorles on lang and sea and in the alr, but the
wounded are coming back in ever increasing numbers and
thelr pitiful condition is gradually becoming known, even
though they are permitteg to see no one except occasional

visits from theipr parents and then only in the presence



of Fasclst offlcers,
And yet, in splte of general discontent, there is

no organized or inciplent movement apparent against the
regime, There 13 no one in sight to head a revolt or
who could become the center of a movement to even oust
the present Covermment leaving lussolini to continue as
Duce. A change in the personnel of the MNinisters 1s what
many people want, They say that if only Ciano and his
Zang could be thrown out and a new and cleaner cabinet
formed, things generally might go better. If the army
should come to share that opinion, things may happen
here and happen suddenly. But 1t is hard to see how
Mussolinl can be forced to dlsappear with Germans in
control of key positions within the Government, German
armed forces actually within Italy, and the German air
force operating with bases in Italy, Hitler must want
Mussolinl to remain on the job and will do his best to
keep him there, for Mussolini has sold himself body and
soul to Hitler.

I hear there are some Junior members of the Foreign
Uffice who hope the day will come when 1t will be possible
for Italy to make a separate peace. They maintain that
this might be done if, and only if, the Unlted States
becomes so powerful in & military sense that Italy will
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have nothing to fear from Germany, There is no doubt
that many Itallans are looking to the United States now
to get them out of the mess in which they find themselves,
and I have been apprcached recently by two rather well-
known Ttallans, one of whom is a member of the Ministry
of Popular Culture (press and propaganda), with inquiries
as to why the Fresldent cannot now offer mediation and
so bring about an armistice and peace, I may add that
when they left me their spirits were drooping.

‘I have not mentioned the Eing until now because
he appears to be completely out of the present pleture
and for all intents and Ppurposes may be sald to be in
hiding. Occasionally, and very occaslionally, he visits
& hospital, but that seems to be the extent of his ac-
tivities. The Prince 1is more in evidence, but shows no
signs of any independence of thought or action. Ana yet
the Crown, in the eyes of the Italian becple, 1s some-
thing so0lid ang reliable, and if the army is willing,
the Crown may some day play an important role in a new
military form of Govermment, - which, I may add, 1is
Pure conjecture,

All 1s well here in the Hmbassy and we are a very
happy family,
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Wlth kindest remembrances to you and the Secretary.
Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIES



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, February 24, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I think I am right in seying that = gradunl change
is beginning to be apparent in Itelian publiec opinion.
It hss not yet reached any striking proportions but there
are 3lgns of it in various parts of Italy. It seems to
come from a growing econviectlon that the war will be over
by September next with a complete German vietory. Dr.
Clodiua, who is here in Rome, informed a group of Italian
business men three days ago thot this was & certainty and
that he wes giving them thls assurance on the word of
Hitler. Mussolinl, in his speech yesterday before the
faselst hierarchy, repeated the certainty, and did so in
his ususl striking and dramatic way. But words are of
lesz importence than facts, and the Italians are now aware
that Germany is sending hesvy reinforcements to them, and
already, I think, Slelly may be regarded as a German for-
tress. We know of the great numbers of planes, tanks, and
war equipment which are being concentrated there and at
other polnts in 3outhern Italy, and that Taormina is the
German headquarters. We know, toc, that train loads of
gasoline tank cars are arriving in Sleily direct from
Germany. It seems to be in the air that at a given moment,
not far distant, there is to be a grest German drive on
all fronts and that Sicily is being prepared for a Libyan
er & Creek campalen, or both. From here we have no in-
formation of the sttitude of the Free Prench forces in
Africa, but it is almost certain thet the Itallans and
Germans have thelr eyes cast towards Tunislia, whenever the
moment seems appropriate to launch an effort in that direction.

In brief, it is my impression that the Germans are
taking hold of the situation here with their ususl clever-
ness, and that the Itallans, rather than resenting their
presence, are beginning to be grateful to them for helping
them out of a bad situsation. PFor example, I hear that all
the German officers now proceeding to 3icily are from former
Austris rather than from Prusaia, and that they are mingling
pleasantly with the gentry of 3icily and are making & good

impression.
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The Prasident,

The White Houze,
Washington, D.C.
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do far I have met only with kindness and courtesy,
2lthougzh the movements of ull foreign diplomats and
Consuls are being closely watched snd limited.

I hear that the condition of the wounded in the
various hospitals is utterly pathetic. Vast aumbers have
lost their hunds of feet or both from the freezing condi-
tions in Albania. The head of the Hospital of the Knights
of Malta told me today thaet in spite of the intensity of
their suffering and the loss of thelr limbs, the soldiers
in his hospital are tranquil and resigned, satisfied that
they have given their utmost to the needs of the nation,
and he sdded that there is no evidence of rebellion or
even Indignution against the futility of the war upon
Greece. It is thissgpirit of resignstion and fatalistie
attitude that makes one fear that it may be a long time
bafore the Italians will throw off their present yoke.

It is painful to watch from here the long ana dreary
debates on the Lease-Land Bill, and I can well imagine
what the period of delay meens to you.

Evay/sincerely yours,
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, March 10, 1941,

Dear Kr. President,

I have been gliving careful thought tc the suggestion
tontained in your letter of February 12th and am glad to
give you my impressions for what they may be worth.

The appeintment of Myron Tayleor as your personal re-
presentative could not have been improved upon. He has
precisely the gqualities which are most mppreciated at the
Vatican, even the spiritual quality which endeared him
personally to the Pope. He loved the Vatican ceremonizal
and even the long and, to me, very dreary church ceremonies,
It was particularly fortunate that he had his residence in
Florence, where, as you know, he spent most of hisz time,
coming to Rome for two or three days once a fortnight for
conversations with the Cardinal Secretary of State and
sometimes with the Pope. He preferred this arraencement be-
gaugse ha found that after making his first contacts, there
was really nothing for him to do except to report to you
his occasional conversations.

I hope he will be able to return here, but of this I

am very doubtful.

I1r
The President,

The White House,

Washington, D.C.
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If he cannot return, I fully appreciute your desire
to appoint = 2ucceassor, and certainly there is no ona
better gqualified than Owen Young. pBut it seems to me
that there ure certain reasons why it might be batter to
postpone his coming.

In the present stats of international effairs, the
Pope cen do nothing. His great role will Presumably come
later when peace is in sight and when the bitterness or
War must give way to finding the means to an honorable
and Jjust peace. it that moment the Vaticen should and
could exercise s helpful influence and the Pope should
be reinforced by the presence of an smerican representsative
of high standing, it present the Vaticsn is g little islend
in the midst of = turbulent sea, It is cut off from many
of its former contacts and is not the source of political
information which it was in more normal timas, D'Arey
Osborne, the British "prisoner in the Vatican", tells ge
that he gets little information now from Vatican sources
and Tittmann has found that his Vatican coatasrcts are
pathetically euger for any political news that he can zive
to them.

Naturally the Fope would like to have the representa-
tive of the President near him now as well as in the future,

for
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for his presence at the Vatican sdds to the Papsl prestige,
which has fullen rather low, even in Catholic circles,

And in moments of discouragement the Pope would uncéoubtedly
find eomfort in the prasence of your personal representative,
But sctually there would bhe little for him to do under
presant conditions,

How, 25 to Owen Younz himself: - I cannot imegine that
he would be happy or contented here. Not having an estab-
lishment of his own outside of Rome 1like the Tavlors', he
would presumably live in Rome, where he would naturally
try to find » resl occupation. He would be persona grata
within the Vetiecan cirele, but, generally speaking, Ameri-
cens are no longer in fuvor in Italy, and we nll have to be
careful not to harm our old Italian friends by openly associ-
ating with them. And furtkermore, the American colony has
shrunk to a fraction of its former size. Living conditions,
therefore, are not what they used to be, snd if I am not
mistaken, Owen Young would find it exceedingly dull hers
and would not stand it for long.

Personally, I think that for the present at least
Tittmann ean preserve the contacts ns well ss enyone, for
he has a wide acqualntance in the Vatican world and is the

type of man that they all respect and admire. While it is

true



true that he would not normally have access to the Pope,
he could see Cardinal Maglione, the 3ecretary of 3tate, =t
any time and ecoavey through him your messsgzes or receive from
him any messasze which the Pope might wish to send to you. And
on exceptional occzsions the Pope would undoubtedly recelve him,
Would not this be a satisfectory arrangzement until the
moment comes, and it will come, when your personal representa-
tive, whether he be MNyron Teylor or Owen Young, or someone of
equal status, should be here to take part in the work of peace
and reconstruction? Then there will be a man's job to be done
and we shall need someone of Owen Young's steture to strengthen
the Fope's hand and to help him to work with you in the solution
of these world-wide problems. Would it not be bhetter to reserve
hix for such = task, rather than to send him over now when, I
sem sure, he would soon be discouraged by the little information
which he can gather on your behalf, and from the lack of any
constructive work which he would find to do.
And then there is one further thought, which perhaps
should not be mentioned. If, by any chance, we should become
involved in the war, Owen Young would somewhat ignominiously
have to abandon the Job, or become a "prisoner in the Vatican",

where, I feel sure, he would shortly lose his mind!



I rejoice with you that the leasse-lend bill has
finally passed and tomorrow is said to be the day on
which you will sien it. It has been a long and dreary
debate and I am thankful for all concerned thet it is
ended at last, and ended so satisfactorily.

With a1l pood wishes,

/E sincere rs;,
Z&/Aﬁ; gﬂ/ﬁ/
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE f323¢25 '
WASHINGTON - ‘“‘iF

March 17, 1941

My dear lir. prealdent:

1 am returning nerewlth the letters gent

Fhillips and enclosed with

10 to the Secretary.

to you by B1ll

your memorandum of March

We have both raad these letters with much

interest.

Believe me
aithfully yours

Enclosures.

The President,
The White House.

¢J



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 10, 1941,

MESCRANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE
UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE:

To read and return,’ 3? an
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EMBASSY OF THE
Uh"TEIiEH?FHEB(H’AMJERH:A

Rome, PFebruary 18, 1941,

Dear Mr, Preaident,

Referrin- esgain to the matter which you asked
me to take up with the Vatiean, I know that it has
egain been menticned to the Pope and to the Secretery
of State. My informant tells me, however, that the
"compatent Gnugregntion", which is the body that has
the appointing power, has not yet reached a deecision,
My informant goes on to say that thers may he some
difficulty because, although the person mentioned is
regarded as one possessing the highest qualities,
there are those who are in doubt that he is the one
best fitted for the position in question, LAt the same
time I am assured that the matter 1is being studied ang
that it will be given eévery considerution., I am only
Sorry thet I have been unable 43 yet to secure more
Prompt action.

cerely your

The President, V{E - y

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, February 17, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

3ince my last letter to you, there has been no

drematic change in the situstion here but rather a gradusl
tightening of German control 21l along the line. PFor some
reason or other, Mussolini has decided that all the members
of the Covernment should go to the front. The "talk" sesems
to ba fairly widespreasd that he dlscovered a secret meeting
had been held by members of his Government to deecide upon

8 triumvirate to rule the country in certain eventuslities.
There may well be truth in thris report, but I cannot vouch
for 1t,

Having summoned Grandi, wio is Minister of Justice
and President of the Chamber, he ordered him to leave for
Albania within twenty-four hours. When Grandi asked who
would carry on the work of the Ministry, he was informed
that an airplane would be sent to him every day with
papers to sign., It happens that Grandi holds two military
ranks - a captainey in the regular army and a genaralship
in the militia - and when he asked in which capacity he was
to go, Mussolini replied that he could take his choice.
The Minister of Finance has escaped only temporarily on
account of an operation which he i3 now undergoing. You
can imagine the confusion that is resulting from this exit
of the Ministers, especially in this government where EVETY-
thing is pyramided through them to the Duce, the subordi-
nates within the Government having no ruthority whatsoever.
The situation is of interest and indeed of importance be-
eause, in the ahbsence of the Ministers, the doors to Geman
control of the Government are thrown open even wider. As
usual, the Germans are moving with their ususl cleverness
and the public is largely unawsre of what is taking place.
And meanwhile an anesthetic is being administered to the
people in the daily war bulletins extolling the glorious
achievements of the Italian army, navy and air forces.

Cn February ninth there occurred at Genos the first
heavy naval bombardment on continental Italy. An American
eye-witness told me that it beman at nine .m. and lasted
for fifty minutes, during which most of the shells fell in
the center of the town, causing little destruction to the
port but considerable loss of life and damage to houses and

apartmanta
The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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apartments. We have not yet a full report of the damage

to the Ansaldo works and the other importent manufecturing
plents which lie outside of the city proper ond along the
water front. But what is of especisl interest is tle total
lack of Itallan response. Wy informant tells me that it was
not until three in the afterncon thut the first Italian air
sguadrons appesred on the scens, passing over Genoca in search
of the British fleet, which had withdraewn. Nor wes there
any antl-aireraft nction egainst the British planes, which
directed the firing from above the city. Only the shore
batteries were in action, and they apparently were ineffective.
Again, according to several sccounts which I have received,
the Genoese people showed the utmost indignation, not, as
one might suppose sagsinst the British, but against their own
Government for leaving them soc entirely unprotected. Hopes
were expressed that the British would repeat the process and
give Rome another proof of the inefficiency of the present
regime. A feirly reliable report states that, shortly after
the bombardment, three Itaslian bombers left Rome to try and
make contact with the British squadron. They sighted the
Italian heavy cruiser "Pola", operating just outside la
Spezla, which lies south of Genoa, and attacked her by mis-
take. One bomb hit the crulser in the stern, doing very
heavy damrga,.

Italians everywhere appear to he eware that they are
in a hopeless position, but so far they are doing nothing
about it but talk. One hears that a military government is
needed but that German pressure and influence prevent any-
thing of this nuture. The King is regerded as an old man
afrald to do anything because of the possibility of bringing
about a civil war., There are no outstanding personalities
among the military lesders except Bedogllo, who has been de-
prived of his command and who is said to be playing & waiting
game. He alone, with the King and army behind him, might
csuse a change in the Government, but with the GCerman army
across the Brenner and powerful German air beses in southern
Itely, the Germans could probably nip in the bud any pros-
pective coup d'dtat. For it is to be remembered that, while
Hitler probably holds Mussolinl snd his Government in contempt,
he will wish to keep him in power for the present.

An interesting indication of the extent of Cerman air-
flelds in southern Italy comes to me through an anti-Nazi
Dane, who manages a small orchestra. Ie speaks German like
a native and is often mistaken for one. He and his orchestra
have been hired by the Italian Ministry of Aeronautics to
make a tour of all German airflelds in Italy and 3ieily for
the purpose of entertaining the German officers. An itinerary
for the concerts has been made out for him and he leaves Rome
this week, returning the latter part of February. His list

of
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ef stopa includea linples, Poggia, Bari, Brindiszi, Reggio
Culabria, Catanis, Syracuse, Comisoc snd Pelermo.

Reports come to us from time to time which have to
do with purely military matters, and the authorities
would be furlous if they had any ldea that these reports
were being forwarded to Washington. For inatance, I hesr,
on what appears to be good authority, that the Germanz are
planning to use a pew type of sleeping gas, which does not
come within the interpretation of the Geneva Convent 1on
against the use of poisonous gases, and that the required
glass containers are being menufactured for the fGermans
here in great quantities. I have information, toc, that
there =re evidences of an incipient disaffection appearing
among the youne officers and men in the ermy, who are
known to have seid thst at the first oprortunity they would
go over to the British. Certuinly popular sentiment against
Mussclini 15 ineressing steadily., To what extent we can
safely use our ciphers in keeping you and the Departments
fully advised of such matters, is a problem that i3 alwavs
with us.

The other dey a student demonstrstion was planned
against your Embassy. About eleven a.m., I wa3 surprised
to find the offices heavily guarded and a troop of two
hundred soldiers in readiness for "protection" purposes.

A large and noisy crowd of students gathered in snother
Section of the city and marched in our direction; but un-
fortunately for them, something went wrong in the high
command, for the rioters were sent to s near-by building
known as the former Jueen Nother's Falace, where they pro-
ceeded to demonstrate in full. This particular building
now holds a branch of the Italian Government, which must
have been surprised to find themselves surrounded ty a
noisy crowd. Eventually the police sent the students back
to their colleges, where they were severely reprimanded
for having gone to the wrong address. This little per-
formance, so illustrative of Italiar “"efficiency”, has
given me the best laugh which I have hed since my return
to Rome!

Speaking of students, I have Just learned an interest-
ing fect. There are twenty thousand students registered
in all departments of the University of Rome. Up till now
they have been free from military duty. Recently the
fracist orgenization invited them to volunteer for militap
Service, The result was only forty-four volunteers out of
the total of twenty thousand! This pocr showing has so

upset



e

upset the regime that the non-military privileges which
have been accorded the student body have now been with-
drawn, and they are all now liable to call within their
reapective clesses, I regard this =3 very significant,
when one conslders thet it is an expression of opinion
among young Italians who are living =t the seat of Govern-

ment.

An instence of increasing Germsn police control is
the restrictions which have just been applied to all for-
eign Embassy and Consular staffs. The provinces of HNaples,
Salerno and Littoris and the whole of Slcily have been de-
elared war zones, and we are now in the process of clesing
our Consuletes in those districts. Our Military and Naval
Attachés cannot leave Rome without special permission from
the Ministry of War, and even I sm requested to give notice
to the Foreign Office whenever I leave Rome. In answer
to my inquirlies at the Foreign Office as to the precise
meaning of "giving notice™, the reply is merely that it
is for my convenience and protection!

I hope I have not bored you too much with this
lengthy letter. I am merely responding with pleasure to
the instructions contained in your letter to me of
January third, saying "Write me sooni"

Devgtedly ?
/. i pé&/\/

With all good wishes,



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, March 25, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

The only noticeable change that has occecurred here
of late in local circles is the inereasing fear of
Italians of contacts with the Embassy, for everyone is
aware that for en Italian to be seen with any of us is
not to his or her advantage. The Italisn police, which
1s now directed by the Germans, has, as you would expect,
entirely changed its character into one of strict sur=-
velllance., 4is an illustration of what I mean, I may
mention an ineident which oceurred a few days sso to a
young Italisn pilot and his girl friend, with whom he
was having a drink in the bar of a well-known hotel here.
It has now been ordered thet during the broadcasts of
official communiqués all persons who are seated must
stand. This little couple happened to be seated in a
far corner of the restaurant bar and did not notice that
the daily war communigué was being broadcasted. At the
end of the broadcast, however, a superior officer came
up to the couple and denounced them for their fallure
to conform; and furthermore promptly informed the secret

police,
The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C,
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police. Thereupon they were arrested, and the girl, who
was well known in social circles here, was held for
twenty-four hours and then released. The pilot wes re-
leased only after he had been forbidden to order u meal
or a drink in any restaurant in Rome during his period
of leave. Considering that the young man was a pilot

on active service, you will understand how fearful
Italians in eivil life are with regerd to their own in-
dividual situations. I must say that, with few exceptlons,
however, all the old friends of mine have been most kind,
and it is noticeable that the Foreign Office group are
being particularly courteous, not only in their offlclal
contacts with us but are going out of their way to be
socially asttentive.

Public apathy, and almost complete indifference to
the war, continues. But,at the same time, something has
occurred in this connection which seems to me of impor-
tance. The first organized anti-fascist group which has
beeome known to the Italian authorities has been rounded
up and captured. It appears that a short while ago the
police authorities learned of the existence of this organi-
zation, which was suspected of furnishing information to

the enemy. The trail led to persons living disguised us

peasants
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peasants in the hills outside of Rome, and a small group
of carablnlerl was sent out to investigate. As they
approached a certain cave, they were fired upon. Three
were killed and a number wounded; whereupon Rome surrounded
the entire area with troops and eventually rounded up

about one hundred persons with thelr stores of arms, machine
guns, rifles, and ammunition. Apparently it is not known
whether these unfortunates were members of & large opposi-
tion movement or a mere isolated orgenization. But as

this incident is the first sign of organized activity, it
is not without interest and importance.

In spite of repeated failures in his offensives
against the Greeks, Mussolini seems determined upon another
try, and for this purpose he 1s sending more and more troops
to Albania. The reports are that the Germans on the
Bulgariasn side of the Greek frontier have become very im-
patient and are giving the Itelians only this one more
opportunity to defeat the Greeks before the German entry
into Greece proper. OQur Military attaché, who has been in
touch with a number of Italians recently returned from
Albania, is of the opinion that the forthcoming Italian
offensive will fall as the last have done, and will be an
even grester disaster. And so it doesn't esppear as if
Mussolini, in spite of all his efforts, can hope to re-

establish
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establish his prestige from Albania, In my opinion,

his prestige has sunk so low that even though he should
have some victorles over the 3reeka, he cannot hope to
reestablish himself in popular estimation here, for there
has been too much suffering among the soldiers and it 1is
too well known that the army was wholly unprepared for
this campaign.

I assume that the .merican papers have reported the
sinking of the Italian hospital ship "Po" off the coast
of Albania and that the ship, whiech was lying at anchor,
was not i1lluminated. Clano's wife, Edda Mussolini,
happened to be one of the nurses on board and ssved her-
gelf onlv by & swim. 3everal others were drowned. Fortu-
nately there were few persons on board, as the wounded
were to be brought on on the following day. The apparent
reason for the sinking of this ship (presumably by the
British) was that Mussolini himself was on board, but this
proved not to be the fact.

3peaking of the Duce, you may be amused to hear that
recently he made an official visit to Taranto to inspect
the raiaing of some of the ships which had been sunk by
the British. When he came on board the "Cavour", which

was



was one of the crack Italian crulsers, he was accompanied
by his "girl", much to the disgust of the officers present.
It is only of interest as an indicetion of the change that
has occurred in the man himself.

I am glad to think that you are having & few days of
well earned rest and sincerely hope that the fishing is
sufficiently good to take your mind for a few moments off
the affairs of this miserable world. How you manage to
continue to stand the pace of the Presidency under present
conditions 1s a source of wonder to all your old friends.

Evey sinceérely you

//L[én “ zfﬁf.f/



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOM 1

April 14, 1941

ly dear 4r, President:

I am enclosing herewith in the baliaf
that 1t will be of interest to you, a copy
of a letter I have received today under
date of March 21 fram Bill Phillips.

Belleve

Fal ully yougs,

The Fresident,
The White House.
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EMBEASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, March 21, 1941

Dear Sumner,

I have some interesting information which I have not
dared to cable in view of the possibility that our ciphers
are belng read, and the best that I can do in the circum-
stances is to send 1t to you by airmail pouch.

You will recollect that all our reports to date have
indicated an attitude of apathy among the Itallian pecple
80 pronounced that 1t seemed scarcely possible to antici-
pate any red-blooded and organized resistance to the pres-
ent regime. Today, however, comes a blt of news which 1s
of lmportance in this connection, and from a source whose
information 1s beyond question. It 1s to the effect that
the firast armed organized anti-fascist group known to the
Itallan authorlties has been located and captured.

Some time ago the pollce learned of the exlstence of
an organization known to be carrying on anti-faseist pro-
paganda and suspected of furnishing information to the
enemy, whose members included unliversity graduates, pro-
fessional men and a number of prlests. The trall led to

peraons living as peasanta in the hills near Rome, and

The Honorable
Surmer Welles,
Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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twelve Carablniere were sent out to investigate. Coming
upon & group in a cave not far from Tivoli, the Carabiniere
were met with a volleyof machine-gun {ire, three being
killed and six wounded. The surviving carabiniere imme-
dlately reported to thelr headquarters in Rome and troops
were sent out to surround the area. In the man hunt, two
groups, one of more than 70 perasons and another of more
than 30, were rounded up, and stores of alde arms, machine
guns, rifles and ammunition were found hidden in caves.

It 1s not known whether these groups are units of a
nation-wide opposition movement, or merely an 1isclated
organlization. In elther case, thelr lmpaortance cannot be
ovarlooked., While any articulate or organized opposition
on the part of the people as a whole seems highly improb-
able, it seems reasonable to expect that persons in opposl-
tion to the regime will band together 1in groups simllar to
the "Carbonari" or earlier days. I hear that the Tlivoll
incident 1s already becoming known to the ordinary pecple.

Storles of this nature are likely to spread the opposi-
tion movement among independent and ventureasome persons,
and thus perhaps eventually provide leaders for any future
uprising should the temper of the populace afford a favor-
able opportunity.

With regard to the Albanian campalgn, the split

between Mussolini and General pavallero was very serlous.
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Cavallero, in addition to making the points previously
reported, to the effect that the ltalian army was not
ready to launch an offensive, pointed ocut to the Duce that
at least fifteen days' sunshine was needed to dry out
equipment and the terrain and to improve the morale of the
soldlers, who had suffered from the severe winter weather.
He added tkma t neither the Itallans nor the Germans were
ready for a sustained move against Greece at that time.

When Mussolini opposed his views, Cavallero offered
his resignation, but it was refused, although Mussolini
subsequently offered General Geloso the command. The
latter begged off but apparently some agreement was reached,
a8 Geloso later turned out to be No. 2 to Mussolini, who
personally directed the offensive which began about ten
days ago.

The move was started on the first sunny day, and the
results are those already reported. Fligures on losses are
mowt ing, however, and Anfuso, of the Forelgn 0fflce, ls
reported to have sald two days ago that the dead and
wounded totaled thirty thousand.

Persons who have been on the Albanian front say
there 1s no danger of the ltallan army crumbling, desplte
the utter faillure of the counter-offensive, as the Itallans
now hold good positions which it is believed can be main-

tained against any attack which the Greeks may make.
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You may recollect that some days ago the Ltalian
hospltal ship "Fo" was torpedoed and sunk while lying at
anchor during the night off the coast of Albania and that
the ship was not i1lluminated at that time. Tt has been
announced that among a few nurses spending the night on
board was Countess Clano, who saved herself by swimming
to a nearby boat, although some of the other nurses were
drowned. It now seems pretty well establishsd that ths
reason for the torpedoing of the ship was the supposition
that Mussolini himself was spending the night on 1t, but
this proved not to be the fact, fortunately for him.

Vilth regard to the general situation here, there is
very llttle to add to what I have already tslegraphed., It
1s no exaggeration to say that, with the absence of Ciano,
the foreign Office scarcely functions. Clano kept every-
thing in his own hands to such an extent that the works
sem to have stopped in his absence. Moreover, Anfuso
has not the slightest influence over the other Ministries.
For our own sake, I wish Clano would come back, but he
appears to be so highly unpopular in black-shirt and army
circles that he probably prefers to remain in the air as
much as posslble. At any rate, I understand from Del Drago
that he haas been very active in his bombing squadron. You
will agree, I know, that he has a lot of good points, but
he has been making far too much money in cornering the
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market on this and that; and In additlion, he is popularly
condemned for having been instrumental in launching the
Greek campalgn.

Here 1s an inclident with regard to the Duce which,
while highly entertaining, 1s revealing of the present
condition of the man himself, The occasion was an offl-
" ¢ial inspection of certain ships which had bean sunk by
the British at Taranto and which had been ralsed and were
belng repalred. When Mussolinl appeared on board the
"Cavour", which was one of thelr crack crulsers,he was
accompanied by his girl friend, much to the astonishment
and disgust of the ship's officers. The above Information
comes to me through our Navael Attaché, who had it from
naval circles.

As an 1llustration of the activities of the police
here, I may mention the following incident which occurred
only a day or two ago. A young Italian pllot on active
service who was on leave in Rome for three or four days,
was sitting at the bar of the Taverna restaurant with a
girl frlend during the noon hour. It has been ordered
that during the broadcasts of the official communiqué all
those who are seated should stand. This particular young
officer was seated in a far distant corner of the restaurant
and was so absorbed in his conversation that he did not

notlice thes broadcast and therefore did not rise when the
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bulletin was read, Immediately thereafter a superlior officer
who happened to be in the restaurant, went up to him snd up=
braided him for his failure to conform, and immediately in-
formed the secret police. The young man and his lady friend
were promptly arrested and the girl, who 1s well known here
in Rome, was not released for twenty-four hours. The young
man was eventually released but informed that he could not
order a meal or a drink in any first-class restaurant during
hls leave, When one considers tmmt this is penalizing a
fine Itallan Junior officer on active service, it 1s no
wonder the ltallans are in a state of almost ab ject fear
with regard to their own particular situations,

We expect renewed activities in Albania and in
Clrenaica in the near future, and it makes one fairly
111 to think of even more slaughter of the Italians on
the Greek front, and all because of the efforts of one
man to reestablish his own personal prestige.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIPS
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, April 14, 1941.

Dear Mr. Presldent,

These are not very cheerful days for us in Rome,
as the helplessnesas of the British in this part of the
world becomes more and more self-evident.

No one can explain their handling of the Libyan
gituation, - the efforts to capture Cirenaica and then
the hasty retreat as soon as they came in contact with
German forces, For months the British must have been
aware of the steady astream of supplies from Germany to
3iecily and from 3icily to Tripoli, supplies which are
still continuing to pass through Italy unmolested. Sieily,
with its powerful air bases, now domlnates the middle Medi-
terranean, and the Italians have apparently sufficient
shipping to transport whatever Germany desires across the
narrow waist-line of that sea. At any rate, with the ex-
ception of the sinking of & few Italian transports, the
movement across to Tripoll has gone on unchecked,

I heard the other day the account of an Italian officer

who witnessed the arrival in Tripoli of one of these trans-

ports

The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



ports filled with seven or eight hundred German troops
and a large supply of war material, From the moment the
ship docked, it took only one hour to empty her of men and
material, and during that hour not one order was given by
word of mouth! Oceasionally a whistle would be blown, but
that was all. The Italian observer was so astonished that
he asked a German officer how such = thing was possible.
The reply was that the Germans had been practising embark-
ing and disembarking in the Baltic and that the machine was
80 perfected that no orders were now necessary.

You will recollect that the Italian main railway line
from Rome to Sicily touches the coast at various pointa
and surely could have been kept interrupted by alr or sea
attack, and yet except for one little attempt by parachutes
to destroy a bridge, the British have permitted this steady
stream of German reinforcements into 3Sicily and North Africa.
The remarks which an official of the Foreign Office recently
made to one of my 3ecretaries reveal the Foreign Office's
astonishment. He said that, with the British capture of
Bengesi, the Italiana were about to crack up, and had the
British continued on to Tripoli, they would have joined up
with the French in Tunisia, which in itself would have
created an entirely new situation, and at the same time

they



they would have prevented the Germans from further
landing at Tripoli. Instead, they decided for political
reasons, which the Foreign Office believe originated
with Eden, to bolster Greece and Yugoslavia, and in so
doing committed the unpardonable sin of dividing their
forces. We in the Embassy feel very much the same way,
but of course there may be some good reason which justi-
fied the British action. After all, Ethiopia and Eritrea
were doomed to collapse anyway, and one cannot help think-
ing that the immediate capture of Cirenaica and Tripoli-
tania was of greater importance st this eritical moment.

This same Foreign Office official, in referring to
the German bombing of Belegrade, held the view that, while
Belgrade may have been an open eity, nevertheless from s
military viewpoint it was of importance to destroy it in
order to create confusion. He said that in a little
country where everything is centered in the capital and
all orders come from the capital, the destruction of the
various Ministries and all means of communicz=tion was &
paramount necessity. What a cheerful outlook for all
little countries!

Since the collapse of Yugoslavia, the Itelians have
begun to feel greater confidence and of course are not

permitted to be aware how little their own forces have

done



done in this connection, Mussolini's views can be summed
up in a remark he is said to have made the other day:
"They (the Italians) may not be pleased with me now, but
let them wait a while and they will change their attitude.”
I have tried to keep you and the Secretary fully in-
formed about the Italian press campaign against us. At
times it reaches almost unbearable heights and then sub-
sides a bit. Not unnaturally it has begun to have an
effect on the attitude towards Americans in general.
Another indication of the way the wind blows oceurred
recently, when I asked at the Foreign Office whether some
of the officials would be able to come to a luncheon whieh
I was giving for the new Argentine Foreign Vinister before
his departure for the United States. The reply was that
they would have to ask permission, which meant of course
permission from Nussolini, and the following day I was in-
formed that none of them could accept. At the same time,
Forelgn Office officials are most courteous, and Carcline
has been showered with flowers and Esster greetings from
Italians, many of whem dare not come to the Embassy.
"Wishful thinking " i3 a dangerous form of entertain-
ment these days and often leads to bitter disappointment,
There is a great deal of it here in official cireles, whieh

are



are convinced of an ultimate Italian-German victory.

Bets are now being made that the war will be over in
August. They are not disturbed about the loss of Italian
East Africa, because when the war is won, they are con-
fident that the Italian Empire will be reformed to their
satisfaction. This I would say represents the attitude
in fascist circles. 1In other circles, where I find my
friends, Italians are hanging their heads in shame at

the course of their Government and at the unhappy situ-
ation in which the country finds itself.

I have heard it said in faseist circles that the
struggle is between professionals and amateurs,and that
just as a college team cannot win over a professional
team, so the British have no chance of an ultimate victory
over the Axis. Would that we could teach them the lesson
that they so painfully deserve, and I am sure that we
will do so in the course of time!

With all good wishes,
/Ffpavatedly r3,

L/Adrw ALZ(«
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e EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

:ﬁ-
Rome, April 28, 1941.

Dear Kr. President,

It is a curious and unsetisfactory life that we lead
in Rome just now. The days themselves pass quickly enough,
the weeks less quickly, and the months seem never-ending.
My contacts with officials are almost nil, for with Cianc
still in Bari with his bomber squadron, there is no one in
the Foreign Office who desires to express an opinion, or
possesses the authority to decide any sven moderately im-
portant matter of policy.

It may be that Cimno will return to Rome, now that the
Greeks and Yugoslavs ere frinished, but during his absence
the Foreign Office has almost ceased to funection except in
routine administrative matters. The remaining officiels
are rarely at their desks hefore ten a.m., and the dav's
work ends at two p.m., when a number of them adjourn to the
Golf Club for lunch and an afterncon on the course. I have
the impression that they have no work to do and that what-
ever there is of importance is done by Mussolinl at his
office in the Palezzo Venezia.

You will recollect that Mussolini was in Albania not

long

The President,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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long ago directing the highly unsuccessful counter-
attacka ugainst the Greeks. He hed at his service three
ldentlcal armored cars, all of which were put into use
whenever he went towards the front. The three cars moved
simultansously in three different directions, and in this
manner his movements were concealed. But one day one of
the unoccupled cars returned with forty-five bullet holes!

Rome 1s swarming with police of every description.

The picturesque and zood-looking carabinieri, with their
three-cornered hats, saunter lazily in twos through the
streets, reminding one of happler days. But the other
police organizations, the metropolitani, the pompieri, the
regulars with their rifles, the plain-clothes men, are
there for business if they should be required. Our Embassy
1a closely guarded by police and plain-clothes men, who
watch everyone entering or leaving the gautes, but juat what
good this does to them or to us, I have vet to discover.

We know of szeveral recent instances when visitors have hsen
questloned after leavine the premises,

The continued anti-American propaganda, and in parti-
cular the seizure of Italian ships in our ports, the true
resson for which has never besn explained to the general
publiec, have undoubtedly had an effect on the generasl atti-
tude towards us, Ciano referred to our action once. When

I
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I explained to him our laws defining as criminal any des-
truction of American or foreign shipping in our waters,

he replied "Yes, you have your laws, but these are our
ships.," Explanations seem to have had no effect, for
Italians suffer from the not uncommon complaint of inability
to see the other fellow's point of wiew.

I often wonder whether my presence here is of any use
to you during these days of titaniec military struggle, and
I question whether any diplomat could accomplish anything
under such conditions. On the other hand, the more liberal-
minded Italians seem to attach importance to preserving the
Ambassadorial tie, and what remains of the American community
is even more insistent. But in view of the limited contacts
which I now have in extreme fasclst eircles, and the in-
creasing eaution with whieh friends and anti-fascists are
forced to regard the Embassy, I often feel that I am not
earning my salary. Perhaps with Clano's return to the
Forelgn Office and the renewed contact with the regime which
his presence gives me, I shall be less isolated and more able
to give vou the information wh}ch you naturally look for
from Rome.

It is very difficult for me to guess with any certainty
the future of our relations with Garmany. However, events
geam to be bringing us close to "the brink™ and if a break
13 almost upon us, we must, I assume, consider the probability

of
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of a simultaneous break with Italy. I am convinced that
war with the United States would be intensely unpopular
arong the Italians, and yet in this pathetic country, so
dominated by German influence, the peopla would have

little to say in the matter. And yet we have learned one
thing from the Greek cempalgn. The fasclst Government

may declare war, but the Itallan forces may not necessarlly
show any fight if thelr hearts are not in the cauase.

Should, therefore, the moment come when a break with
Germany seems unavoidable, would you think 1t advisable
to put eclearly before this Government not only our own
purposes and alms in entaring the war sgalinst Germany, but
something to the effect that the Itafian pecple may count
upon our sympathetic understanding of their problems after
the war ia ended? History will record that befors the out-
break of the war, I1.e., on Accust 25, 1939, Frangois-Poncet
informed this Govermment that the problems remalning for
adjustment between the two countries could readily be dis-
posed of to the satisfaction of both. But bent on war and
to his eternal sheme, Mussolini's reply was that the French
offer came too late, or something to that effect,

Would it seen to you wise to let me tell the Itallan
Government st the right moment that we are not the enemies
of the Italian people and that it is only their bondage Lo
Hitler that separates us for the time being? If only for

purposes
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purposes of record, I should like to have something to
indicate thet we have in mind the approsch to Italy's
problems after the war in a sapirit of fair-mindedness

and justice. Tor the Italisn pecople are no longer enthusi-
aatic fascists, and the right moment to speak mizht come
before any break with us could occur.

There is a zood deal happening thesze days under the
surface which 1t is hard to eveluate. For inastance, I
hear there 1s a sort of boycott against the presa, which
extends from Rome northwards and which is in the form of
8 refusal by the public to buy newspapers on Thursdaya of
each week. This 1s lntended as a remonatrance not only
apainst the attitude of the papers, but against the regime
itself, end already many papers are sufferine substantisl
losses, I hear there is bitter indignation in high feseist
clreles againat the movement, but so far the GCovernment has
failed to discover the authors.

I am told that your sreat speech of March fifteenth,
only briaf extracts of whieh appeared in the pross here,
wes widely ecireulated in an underground manner. It did not
pess through the mails but from hand to hand, and many copiea
were placed surreptitiously in private mail boxes. It
appears that Churchill's speech of yesterday will be given
the same mysterious cireulation.

All
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All thils goes to show that, while the Italians re-
main eutwerdly apathetie, a reaction is setting im which
may some day come to fultion. But when thls wlll happen
depends not only upon & renewed confidence in the ultimate
victery of the allled cause, whieh 1s now at a low ehbb,
but upon a widening of the cleavege hetween the fazcistal
and non-fasecista. Might we not assalst in widening this
cleavage by meking the gesture which I have suggested at
the appropriate moment?

With sll good wishes,

Gen Gymensly Jor?
b/aam%ﬂ
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

May 24, 1941

My dear Mr., President:

I am returning herewith the letter to you
from /imbassador Phillips, dated April 28, 1941,
concerning this country's relations with Itely,

together with a suggested reply for your slgna-

My

ture, if you approv
Fpithfully yours,

Enclosure:

Letter from the
Honorable William -
Phillips of April
28, 194l1.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 4, 1041,

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE 38 ECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF BTATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY

FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R,

Letter to the Presldent
from Ambassador Willlam Phillips,
Rome, dated May 17, 1941.
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June 11, 1941

ky dear Bll1:

“ feur letter of Ney 17, 1941, with ite
wielyzis of reblie “““t is Italy 1s :t
pm{nhr iaterest ot this tine it sesas
more elearly establisiod that the Cersen will-
Irgness to t furtaer sequisition of terri-
tory :r Ttaly in the Delkan aree 2sy bs ictended
to the Gernen refusal to t Ttalien
expansion at Yranaa's expensne an ww:-
the Serzsss te vomtimwe playing wi an for
t':.rthr uunm“u“ﬂ: the nr: -f"l'tnr. s

whatdiei . - sion ie permi 3
it sen, iﬂﬂﬂf.:ﬂr hv-.::“md to hiihr up
Iwiier morale,

“ I mh.zn earlior, I rm‘.l{ np‘:n.tﬂ.n
Lhe lmportaace usiting a distisetion Sveen
She German snd Ttalilsa pesliicn 10 tie evens
that @ oconurliet should arlas bhetwesn uwn and
thoir Goweracerte, (n ths cthar ngnd, the eltua-

the wetivitien of Bapnsn rud [te)les sgezts in
ch that v would pe vory diffieult for this
t %0 separats cms fres She ether., In
faet, our loforastien 15 %0 the affeot that the
ddplemstie end conmmler Fepreccatatives of hoth
SOuLtTien wre requlred te somsulte eontinselly
regardisg thelr sosition sad ettitute Vig=a-vis
ourselves. (ie ccstimuee Fressres in the Unites
“teten



States of the Itelimn diplomstie end conauley
staffs nbould we hawe uglml relatlons with

an::: -n:: dees m:-lw-.“u :r ﬂ-:t

the ent Italilsa part oa poesl-

ole 4estilities would prodebly be deteriecd

by ordess from lerlin and owr utuhh governesd

covordingly.

Tery slneerely ybaurs,

—

/ [ | rtantibn J. Usonscest

| Al Lot .

The Lomorable
Falliew rhillipe,
lasriean imbagnader,
Fome .



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
¥4

ik
¢;uj*f Rorme, May 17, 1941,
Dear Kr. President,

Since my last letter, it uppears thut public opinion
in ITtaly is becoming even more certain of an Axis vietory.
The general morale had slumped to & new low with the defeat
of the Itallan forces in Albania and in Libya, and in many
parts of Itely, notably in the north, there wes a rcrowing
hope of British victory that would deliver Italy from her
present unhappy bondape with Germeny. With the active
participation of Oermen troops in the Balkans and in Libys,
there has been a decided chanse in the publiec morale, a
chenge which of course has been fostered by the press and
propaganda te such an extent that Italians may well believe
that they are comiog out on top after all. I hear that the
Duce is no longer downcast snd is again in good apirits,
confident of the finsl outcoms.

The acceptunce of the crown of Croatia by Xing Tictor
E@;nuel. or rather by the Duke of Spoleto, carries with it
an enlargement of the Croatian state to include & consider-
able part of the Dalmatian coast, and this is beling widely

dramatized
Prealdent,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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dramatized as & great achievement. Pavelic, the Croatilan
leader, had persuaded Mussolinl that he (Pavelic) could
not maintain his political hold on Croatia unless he could
add to the stote & good part of the Dalmatian coast, which,
as you recollect, Mussolini has always had his eye upon.
4 way out of the difficulty was discovered by including the
coastal territory within the new state and by offering the
crown to an Italian prince, & rather neat way for the
Italians to acguire what they want without saying so. The
boundaries of 4lbania will undoubtedly be extended into
fireece and enstwerds into Yugoslavia, and so, together with
the acquisition of the Greek islands, the Italian regime
is alresdy feeling rather set up. It is true they have
lost ZTthiopia, but Ethiopia was never very populsr and there
is the feeling that it will come back to them in the final
pesce settlement. I would guess that the prestize of the
Italian crown has risen considerably. During the last weaek
or so, the King has been making an extended trip to various
points in Albania, which has been reported conspicucusly
from day to day in the presa. And now that Croatlia has
come within the aegis of the crown, the importance of the
crown in the Government of Italy is being emphasized.

There 1s, however, one heavy cloud in sight, which 1=

causing



causing deep coneern erxcept perhaps among 8 limited

fasclat group, namely the dunger of a confliot with the

United 3tates, The Italisns feel thut there i3 every

reason why Italy should not o to war with the United

States and that, therefore, the conflict should be avoided.

They ere thinking of the vast numbers of Italians in America

and of the numberless ties which these people have with

the home eountry. They feel that they have never done

anything againat us to justify a war and that whatever

unfriendly acts have been committed, have been done against

them and not by tham! It is true that the Italisn press

and radio succeeded in ecreating a great deal of bitterness

against us following the seizure of the Italian ships in

cur ports and the penaltles imposed upon the officers and

crews, but already the hitterness is passing and I feel

that fundamentally the hope of almost everyone la that in

a8 war betwezsn the United 3tates and Germany, Italy may

somelow be permitted to keep aloof. I have heard it said

that there 1s a precedent for Italy in this connection,

since Germany remalned at pence with Greece during the

first terrible weeks of Itulian-Greek strusgle, and there-

fore Germany could not rightly demand from Italy a state

of belligerency sgainst the United 3tautes. There is also

the thought that possibly the Garman Government might prefer
that
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that Italy remain in a state of non-belligerency with the
United 3tates and so preserve contacts with the United
States through Italisn diplomatie and consular staffs in
the United 3tstes. But perhaps the mors general impression
is that Itsly and Germany usre so closely tied together in

a militsry sense that this Government must respond to any
orders emanating from Berlin.

In my letter of April 28th, I put the guestion as to
whether, in your cpinion, we might do something along these
lines. Could we at the same time make 1t clear that we havse
nothing sgainst sny form of Govermment which the Italians,
in their judgment, desire for their country, but rather
thet it is the splrit of aggression agalnst other states
to which we are fundamentally opposed? I do not think it
does any pood to denocunce Nussclini, as Churchill does
from time to time. The better way, it seems to me, would
be to put on record our purposes in entering the war against
Garmany and that Itely's problems will have our sympathetic
econsideration ut the end of the war, and thken sees what
happens.

I would glve a great deal to know what is in your
mind with regard to our future relations with Italy, but

I appreciats that in these uncertain times I have no justi-
fieation
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fication in asking such a guestion,

I realize of course that should we come to blows
with Germany, the military demands become predominesnt and
that Italy is the weak link in Germany's armor. But per-
sonally I would hate to see us in war with the Itallan
people, who are so unutterably opposed te Germany and to
the zrowing German influence in their country. TFor the
moment they are living in the confident hope that the war
is nearing its end, and yet they are fearful of what the

future hes in stors for Italy under German domination of

Burope. ;éﬁiﬁzbzi;ttb G/%r3r¢1’ :7fuﬁé{1Lif )

.

Sincerely yo

Tty



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1941

Ky dear Mr. President:

I em returning herewith the letter to you
from Ambassador Phillips, dated May 17, 1941,
concerning the Italian situation, together with
a suggested reply for your signature, if you ap-

prove.

Faltffully yours,

Enclosure:

ILetter from the
Honorable Willlam
Phillips of May 17,
1941.

The President,
The Yhite House.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941

My dear lir, Fresident:

In the belief that it will be of interest to you,
I am encleosing herewith a copy of & letter dated lay 26
which I have recelved this morning from Bill Fhillips,

Beliave me

The Fresident,
The White House,



EIBASSY (OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, May 26, 1941

Dear Sumner,

I had a two houwr walk in the country yesterday with
an Italian officer whom I had previously known rather well
and who has just returned from Albania, He told me a great
deal about the tragedy of the campalgn against Greece and
conf irmed many of the reports of the total lack of prepared-
ness of the Italian army. The suffering of the men was in-
describable, For inatance, in the advance positions, they
slept for weeks on the snow in trenches only three feet
deep, without any hot food or hot drink, with the result
that thousands have lost hands or feet or both from freez-
ing. The hospitals in Rome and elsewhere are filled with
cases of amputation,

All of this 1is having an important bearinz upon the
attitude towards the Government, for the returning offi-
cers, who feel keenly their responslbllities towards their
men, are In a state of fury against the regime and against
Kussolinl himself. To be compelled to drive their men
against friendly Greeks and under such awful conditions,
The Honorable

Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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has been more than they could bear and great numbars are
now In a rebellious state of mind,

iy informant, who 1s a rather well known liberal,
end who may be of course doins some "wishiul thinking",
belleves that, in view of this state of mind within the
army, something 1s bound to happen here before very long.
He talked about the probabllity even of a coup d'état and
the setting up of a military govermment under the direc-
tion of one of the older marshals, perhaps Badozlio or
Caviglio, followinz the precedent of Fétain, However,
the actual government would be in the hands of the
younger generals, who are exceedingly intellirent men
and thoroughly fed up with the present regime. He seemed
te feel that the Hing counted for nothinz in any such nove-
ment, end that his influence either fop or agalnst, would
be negligible.

In reply to my inquiry as to what the Germans would
do at such a moment, he thousht that undoubtedly their
armies would came down into Italy, but that the Italians
would go through the form of resisting, not in the belief
that they could defeat them, but "in order to make a
better showing at the final peace conference”,

Ny informant also confirmed an ugly report which I
had heard that before the returnins Italian armies left
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Albanlan soil, they were obliged to Zlve up their guns,
which has made them btitterer than ever, This 1s of in-
terest, however, as showin; that the regime appreciates
the state of mind in which the soldiers are returning
and 1s taking precautions accordingly.

I repeat that my friend 1s an Italian liberal and
feels Intensely the disgraceful position in which Italy
now finds itself, Ve must not, therefore, sccept his
views too literally., His views are nonetheless of in-
terest, because he 1s the finest type of Italisn and un-
doubtedly 1s closely in touch with many of the high rank-
ing Italian officers who share his opinions,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM PHILLIPS



\ EMBASSY OF THE
z UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, June 25, 1%41.

Dear ¥r. President,

This 1s Just a line to express my appreciation of
your letter of May 24th just received. I understand par-
fectly the difficulty involved in making any pronouncement
with regard to our relations with Italy in view of the
passive attitude of the Italian psaplé in accepting the
ignominious position which their alliance with Germany has
forced upon them. It is unfortunately only too true that
the capacity of the people to act or react seems to have
been crushed out, leaving little except a pronounced abllity
to complain und criticize bitterly the Government and its
subgervience to the Nazi regime,

However, I was glad to see that we did in fact differ-
entiate between the German and Itallan Consulates in the
United States, and I assure you this was noted and apprecliated
here in spite of the fact that the Italiasn press, with the
exception of one provincial paper, made no mention of 1it.
When in a recent conversation with Cliano I referred to the
difference in our treatment of the two consular establish-
ments, he left me in no doudbt that the initiative taken by
this Government in withdrawing the Italian Consuls had been

forced
The President,
The White House,
Washington, D,C.



forced upon them. MNe did not express this in so meny
worda, but said rather that he felt certain that I at
least understood and appreciated the position in which
Italy was placed in this connection.

I am grateful to you for your words of commendation
with regard to my reports. Unfortunstely the movements of
the entire personnel of the Emhbasay are so restricted and
s0 closely under observetion that our few remaining contacte
have shrunk to zero and wa now have practically no sources of
information on whieh to build reports. It is very unsatis-
factory from my polnt of view end must be even more so from
your viewpoint.

Italians are by nature courteous and kindly and I be-
lieve that none of us has experienced any discourtesy from
official or unofficlsl circles. Almost no Italians will come
to our houses and it 1a only occcasionally that we can meet
them at the houses of neutrals, but when we do so, their pro-
verbial courtesy relieves the situation of any embarrassment.
They are certainly a very lovable people who are subjected to
the most infamous form of Government and who for the most
pert thoroughly appreciate, and with humility, their own in-

ability
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ability to change it.
I dare to hope that I shall be seelng you before

long!
}fefmadly yo

il (’%Z)%/“F/



G EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, July 1, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I hope you do not think that your interest in con-
nection with Bishop 3heil has been forgotten. I have
asked Tittmenn to keep the matter alive at the Vatiecan
whenever he had an opportunity, and he has done so. It
seems that one of the chief difficulties is that it might
establish a precedent upon which future Presidents could
base requests of a similar nature, and thus a way might
be opened for the Church to become Involved in national
politics, something which they say they wish to avoid
"under any circumstances",

Although 1t may be that Bishop 3heil's nomination
may be excluded, Tittmenn, acting on an informal intima-
tion from someone in the Vatican, worked out a formula
to achieve the same end, namely, to have someone nominated
Archbishop in Washington who would he sympathetic to you
personally and to whom you could talk freely. The formula
would be to have the Vaticun ralse the Mission in Washington
to a separate and independent Archbishoprie, which would
be simply an ecclesiastical act, and then, without consult-

ine

The President,
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ing you directly, to have a person known to "speek the
same language 2s yourself" eppointed Archbishop.

Entirely on his own responsiblility, Tittmann broached
this idea to the Pope at his fipst audience, which took
place on May S5th. Tnhe Holv Father, who s=emed extremely
anxlious to do something to comply with your wishes, was re-
ceptive and said that he would have the possibility looked
into, Tittmann wes plecsed, therefore, when, in a private
meeting he had with the Pope on June 16th, the Foly Pather
brought up the subject of his own accord apd asaured Tittmann
that studiss were w21l under way, although some little time
would still be necessary because there were technical gues-
tions that had to be settled, such ag the rearranging of the
ecclesiastical provinces, ate.

I sincerely hope, therefore, that your wishes will be

fulfilled, although perhaps not pgrecisely in the manner

K/Zm . c‘%/

which you desired.
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EMBASSY OF THE
lﬂﬂ11ﬂlﬂTlTEBiJFJuﬂERH:A

Rome , July 8, 1941,

Dear Kr, President,

I am highly eppreclative of your letter of June 11lth,
which givesz me clearly your thoughts in connection with
our relations with Italy in the event of a severance of
relations with Germany, and this is of great help to me,

While I have nothing of any striking importance to
tell you today, I must say that I am becoming more and more
convinced that Mussolini's day is past ana that, given the
opportunity, the country would not be averse to discarding
him. This growing dissatisfaction with him is more 1in
evidence in the north of Italy than in this region, although
even in Rome one rarely hears s loyal word spoken in his
behalf. To put it briefly, people everywhere, from top to
bottom, seem to be fed up with him and appreciate the piti-
able position into which he has forcea the country. This
dissatisfaction has not as yet, by any means, reached a
head, and it may never do so, but there are unmistakable
signs that it is increasing.

The latest gossip regarding the personal affairs or
the Duce is that he has got tired of the Patfﬁeci sisters,

both
The President,
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both of whom hawve been his mistresses, and has now dis-
covered a new star, in the form of a very young Italian
girl. 1In sayine goodbye to the slsters, he is said to
have bestowed a villa upon one and a very handsome nacklace,
worth two million lire, on the other!

It 1s equally true that one never hears a g£ood word
for the King, who, in these troublesome times, continues
to lead a gquiet and secluded life at his country estate
near Pisa. Occasionally he makes a visit to a warp hospitel
in the vicinity, which is given brief mention in the inside
pages of the Italian press. In my opinion, he is coming to
be regarded more and more as a useless appendage of govern-
ment, and by his inectivity and insignificance has become
personally responsible for the loss of prestige to the throne
and the House of 3avoia. He had a brief come-back after his
widely publicized tour of Albania, but sinece then he has
practically disappeared from view.

Briefly, it seems to me that the Italian people have
lost confidence in their Government and are reduced to a
pitiable pass. It is easy to see how, under such conditions,
the country as a whole is left wide open to German influence
and penetration in any form or menner which the Germans
desire to use. Certainly at present the only Ministry which

eppears
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appears to be functioning with any degree of effliciency

is the Ministry of War, and notably that part of it which
- an appendage of

is given over to the secret police

Germany's Gestapo.

In spite of a great deal of ostentatious talk in the
press about the great war against communism in which Italy
is participating, the Italians show no enthusiasm whatso-

ever, but rather contentment that the Germans are doing all

Actually only & small part of the first
which was reviewed by Mussolini

the heavy work.
the second

division destined for Russis
And likewise,

on June 26th, has yet departed
division, reviewed on July 3rd, preparatory to departure is

atill awalting transportztion
T understand that the Germans do not expect either

division to participate in the fighting but that they will

be used to police eonjuered territories
This morning comes the announcement of your message

to Congress with regard to the landing of troops in Iceland

It is a great stimulent and tonic to us over herﬂ
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Rome, August 14, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

I do not feel that there is any marked change in
the situation here since my last letter, but, on the
other hand, I am satisfied that Mussolini's stock is
continuing to fall throughout the country. A rather
striking example of this occurred at the time of the
death of his son Bruno, who was killed a week ago while
testing a new type of airplane. The funeral services
were widely dramatized in the Italian press, and for
days we had accounts of the heroism of this young man,
Very likely he deserved all that was said, but the in-
teresting part to me is the lack of sympathy for the
Duce on the part of the Italian publie. I have had
comments to this effect from so many sources that I
must accept it as a fact, and that in spite of what
appeared to be & press campaign to arouse sympathy, the
reaction has been quite the contrary. In many quarters

the
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the impression seems to be that, in view of the widespread
losses in Italian families, it was not inopportune that
the Duce himself should suffer some similar loss in his
own family, in order that he might better realize the
sufferings which had been inflicted upon the Italian
people.

I think this is of interest in view of the fact that,
generally speaking, the Italian people are a highly sympa-
thetic race and that the desth of Bruno Mussolini in the
performance of his military duties might have been expected
to bring to the father a fresh wave of national sympathy
and support.

In Milanese circles in particular there is outspoken
condemnation of the fascist regime. The view is held that
the army and navy are united in their desire to get out
from under German domination and that should the time come
when there was a decided weakening in the German military
power, the Italian military and naval forces might seize
the opportunity to insist upon a return to Italy's former
position of non-belligerency. It is felt that Mussolini's
leadership in such a movement would not necessarily be of
importance and that, given favorable conditions, it could

be accomplished with or without him.

There



There 1s, of course, a good deal of wishful thinking
in any such program, but that it is being widely discussed,
especially in northern Italy, is perhaps worthy of note.

On the other hand, we must remember that the Italian
military forces are widely scattered, probably even with
German intention, - in North Africa, Ethiopia, Greece,.
Croatia, and along the Dalmatian coast. The fact, there-
fore, that a substantial part of the army 1s outside of
Italy proper makes it all the more certain that the German
army and air forces could dominate the internal situation
of Italy at their will.

However anti-fascist may be the sentiment of northern
Italy, I find the sentiment in other parts of Italy, especi-
ally emong the farming classes, is becoming decidedly anti-
regime, although perhaps for other reasons. Price fixing
of summer crops is being held at such a low point, while
the prices of other commodities necessary to the farmers
are being allowed to soar, that the entire "contadini"
class finds itself in a pitiable condition. They cannot
sell their produce at prices which will enable them to buy
the necessities for their families, and, as a result, they
are beginning to refuse to send their stocks to markets,
Already I have reports that in some instances they are des-
troying their stocks of wheat and vegetables rather than

sell
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sell them at the ruinous prices which have been forced
upon them. Even in Rome potatoes are almost unprocurable,
and although on certain days they appear on the markets,
the individual portion is pitifully limited.

One hears it said that the condition of the farmers
is reaching a point when an explosion may be expected in
the autumn or early winter, but what form that could take,
it is very hard to visualize.

It is of importance, however, to raalize.that while
the intellectuals, business men, and men of standing in
northern Italy are discussing a possible change to non-
belligerency, the farming class throughout Italy are in a
state of indignation against the Government's domestic
pnlicf, which touches upon the very existence of their in-
dividual families. Both classes, therefore, are highly dis-
satisfied with the regime.

There is another aspect of the situation which is not
without interest. I hear that the circulation of the Italian
press has greatly diminished of late, inasmuch as the public
has grasped the fact at last that the press contains little
of truth and is being used by the Government to delude the
people. A very real public opinien touching all classes of
Italians seems to be growing rapidly, and although the points
of view may differ, there is a decided unity of feeling that

the course of the present Government, both in external and

internal



-

internal affairs, is a tragic failure.

In previous letters I have referred to Italian
apathy, but now I am impressed by the growth of nstional
discontent.

This afternoon I have been listening over the London
broadcast to Atlee's momentous announcement of your meet-
ing with Churchill on the high seas. Although we have
been guessing that some such meeting was taking place,
the fact and the jolnt program agreed upon, are of out-
standing importance. How marvellously you have dramatized
the event! I am, of coursa.1augerly awaiting the reaction
of the Axls, and perhaps especially to point six. Natural-
ly I shall keep you constantly in touch with everything

we hear in this connection from Italian and other sources.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, Augusat 30, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

This morning the press contains little @lse than an
account of the Mussolini-Hitler meeting on the Russian
front, and all the comment received so far emphasizes the
contrast between your meeting with Churchill, held in a
"well sheltered Atlantic bay under the vigilance of British-
American squadrons”™, and the meeting of the dictators "held
on the fields of battle and concerned with the program of
international justice, in which the causes of war would be
aliminated"ff As of possible interest, I am sending you en-
closed the first page of this morning's "Messaggero" and
invite your attention to the noble figure of the Duce. I
need not dwell on the man's aspect, for the changes that
are taking place in the man himself, physically and mentally,
are self-revealing. Inasmuch as the meeting is the reply
of the dictators to your meeting and your program, it ooccurs
to me that this press exhibit will not be without interest.

I heard the other day another rather revealing report
of Mussclini's condition. It appears that the Colonel in
command of the air group of which Bruno Mussolini was a

member,
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member, called by appointment on the Duce in order to
offer an expression of his sympathy and that of his asso-
clates in the group upon the death of the son. As the
Colonel entered the long office-hall in the Palazzo Venezia,
the Duce was seated motionless with his head resting upon
his hand. When he was about half-way across the hall, Musso-
lini looked up suddenly and, pointing his finger at the
Colonel, shouted "I know what you are here for. I know what
you all feel. I know what everyone is saying. You are all
glad that I have had this loss. You can go!"™ The Colonel
was not permitted to open his mouth and beat a hasty retreat.
In my last letter I also referred to the increasing dis-
satisfaction with the regime throughout Italy. Since then,
we have some very Iinteresting information with regard to the
critical situation which has developed in Sicily, where the
opposition to the regime had become so mcute that radieal
steps had to be taken to offeet it. Estimates differ, but
the most conservative figure mentions 20,000 Sieilians who
are to be moved to continental Italy and their places taken
by Italians, probably from the north. They include police,
prefects, teachers, health officers, communal authorities,
railroad and port employees, etc., etc., and their families.
It appears that, in addition, a large number of Sicilian
laborers are to be shipped to Germany and occupied territories

at
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at the request of the German Government, for employment

in clearing snow from airfields and roads. There are

many stories, which I cannot confirm, to explain this
drastic move on the part of the regime. Among them is a
well established report that the civilian population cheer
the British planes, which are engaged in bombardment of
Sicilian ports and airfields, and openly express the hope
that the British will make a new offensive and next time
take Tripoll and Sicily too. There is another report that
a British submarine has been actively at work in the Straits
of Messina, causing the loss of Axis transports, and that
it has been kept supplied by the Sicilians at some unknown
point on the nearby coast. But whatever may be the actual
causes, it 1s clear that the regime has become seriously
alarmed at the disaffection throughout the island and have
taken steps to control it.

Everything we now hear points to an early resumption
of activities in North Africa. For the last severazl weeks
the Italians have been moving their forces back into Libya,
while the Germans are believed to have been replacing their
losses, which were largely caused by dysentery and blindness.
And already I understand that the German air force, which

was largely withdrawn in the early summer, is back again in
Sicily
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Sieily to protect the convoys now on their way to Libya.

We hear vague reports of British plans to recapture
Cirenaica, but the British will probably wait until the
Germans and Italians are fullypmrepared to recelive them.

The British technique in the Mediterranean, and especially
with regard to Italy, is hard to understend. That they

should have given back Cirenaica to the Italians at the moment
when the road to Tripoli was wide open, and before the Germans
had arrived, will always remain a mystery to me. What a
difference it would have made to the entire Mediterranean
campaign if the British had been able to dominate this sea
through possession of the North African coast up to and per-
haps ineluding Tunisia!

From this angle, one thing seems clear. Neither the
Germans nor the Italians are going to do anything which
might bring us into the war, and I hear that Hitler has
issued orders to his submarine commanders that any one of
them who sinks an American ship by mistake will suffer
capital punishment. In Rome there are signs in Government
cireles that ordera have gone out to be particularly courteous
to the Embassy, for we all notice a mors friendly atmosphere.
Probably your defense program is the explanation! But it is
equally true that the Italians are becoming more and more

convineced



convinced that we are not going to enter the war against
the Axis. They are learning through their own press that
the war is to be a long one and probably for the first time
they are beginning to have their doubts that Hitler will
win the war.

I hope with all my heart that you are bearing up well
under the terrific strain of the Presidency. The spring
and early summer months, when the country seemed to lag
dangerously, have fortunately passad?and even at this
distance I begin to feel the impetua of our growing speed

ST ey
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EMBASSY OF THE a4 4
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Rome, September 1&, 1941.

Dear Mr. President,

Your historic broadeast of the eleventh came across
with unusual elearness at four a.m. on the following morn-
ing and set me up to such &n extent that sleep thereafter
was utterly impossible. In my telegrams gince then I have
tried to give you and the Department some ldea of the
violent reaction of the Italian press. From time to time
we have been able to obtain copies of the instructions
given to the press by the Ministry concerned, which of
course are not supposed to get lnto the hands of forelgners.
These instructions reveal clearly that the violent attacks
upon our defense program, and the really viclous attacks
upon you parannaltéi are being officially ordered, which is
of interest becausﬁdﬁtgﬁag;mana are in control of Italy's
propaganda offices.

While it is impossible to foresee any breaking apart
of the Axis powers until Germany is clearly known to be go-
ing down under the stress of war, relations between Italians
and Germans are steadily zrowlng worse everywhere., In Greece
this is particularly noticeable, where it is said that the

hatred
The Presldent,
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hatred between Germans and Italians is even greater than
that between Greeks and Germans oT Greeks and Italians,

For example, Germans will not sit with Italisns in restau-
rants at the same table. It appears that the only authority
permitted to the Italians by the Germans is that of policing
the streets. An American just back from Athens tells me
that the Germans rarely pay the slightest attention to the
street police nor to the street light signals. He was eye-
witness to an attempt of a oreek child to eross a thorough-
fare against the signals. The Italian police pulled the
child back and remonstrated with it, whereupon two German
snldiers berated the Italian for interfering with the child
and proceeded to beat him up, and this on a crowded street
corner, evidently for the purpose of publicly showing thelr
gontempt for the Itallan.

While, therefore, Itallans are nominally in control of
areece by virtue of & gift from Hitler, actually the Germans
are robbing the country at will and are paying not the slight-
est attention to the Italian authorities. Utter chaos in
government and administration 1s the result, with the Germans,
however, actual masters of the situation.

flere in Italy the tension between Germans and Italians
{s undoubtedly on the lnereasa. No one is permitted to know

how much food 1s belng shipped to Germany, but everyone 1is
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eware that food is hecoming secarcer, that food prices are
continually rising, and that in certain districts people

are very hungry. And yet, generally spesking, the crops
this year have been good., In these circumstances the reglme
iz probably wise in guarding the secret of the export of
food, for otherwise public indignation might be greatly
aroused.

Last week's decree forbidding the sasle to anyone of
gold, jewels and precious stones, has been put into effect
to prevent an internal flight from the lira, as well as to
prevent the Germans from buylng up these stocks. Likewiaze
decrees have been issued limiting the sale of eléthing, shoes,
leather goods, etc., to residents of Italy, and forbidding
the sale of autos to foreigners, both issued to protect
Italians from German greed.

But the most pitiable part of the picture is the utter
inaptitude of the Italians to get out from under German
domination, in spite of their rising indignation. Some day
of oourse a break will come but, in my opinion, it will be
delayed until the Italian people are convinced that Germeny
is losing the war and that they thersfore have nothing more
to fear from German domination, - and then something 1is
almost sure to happen.

It is the greatest pleasure to have the Myron Taylors

staying with me, and as a result I am feeling far more

closely
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closely in touch with you. Myron has already had two
highly sstisfactory talks with the Fope and is to have one
more before his departure next Monday. There 1s no guestia
in my mind but that it was wise to send him over, parti-
cularly at this time, in order to emphasize not only to

the Pope but to the Vatican officials the role which the
United States is playing in this gigantic struggle. And
Myron has a way with him which takes exceedingly well in

all Vatican circles.
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Rome i
Dated December 11, 1941

Rec'd B8:51 a. m.

Secretary of Btate,

Washington,

TRIPLE PRIORITY

1840, Elewventh.

Count Ciano sent for me at 2¢30 this afternoon
and immedlately upon my being shown into his.office,
by the Chief of Ceremoniale, he rose from hi% desk and
in all formallty spoke a single sentence substantially
as follows! "I have sent for you to tell you in the
name of my King and in that of the Itallan Govermment
that as of today Italy coneiders itself at war with the

United States."
HSM _ WADSWORTH
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