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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE \
WASHINGTON .w} Uy~

January 15, 1934,

. AN
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My dear Mr. President:
It occure to me that possibly you may be

interested to read the enclosed confidential

despatch from Ambassador Grew dated December 12th.

——— —
It presents the views of the Netherlands Minister,
"lq_._,_.-——'—'_'_-'

General Pabst, who has been resident in Tokyo since

1533. It is of interest to note how closely
General Pabst's opinions coincide with our own.

Faitifully yours,

(ot

Enclosure:
From Tokyo No. 808,
December 12, 1933.

The President,
The White House.
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Tokyo, lecember 12, 1933,
No, @08,

SUBJECT: Politiesl iroblems in the Fur Enst - Japanecse
astivities,

The lomorable

The Secretary of ‘tate,

lsshington,

Sdar

It is nsturally my hebit in Tokyo, o# it has been
in other former posts, to keep in close touch with those
of ny diplomntic colleagues whom ! find by expericmce to
hmlmm-um“wum“mum
mummumnmmmumnrm—
see future developments., Doiled dowm, the number of
such collesgues is painfully restrioted, rnd lately the
arrivel of seversl new .mbassedors ond the absenor on

leave



——

leave of other chiefs of mission, hes still further
uutumuummw-num,tmuu
end idess cen profitably bo oxchanged, Among the cole
lesgues with whom I meintain frequant contnet and whose
information ond opinion I rind to be generally aecurate
snd intelligent is the Netherlands Minister, Gencral
fabst. A former officer in the Dutch Army, he has been
¥inister in Tokyo since 1923 «nd has therefore had longer
experience in Japen than eny other chief of mission save
mumum.muhmmm.
wWho osme in 1921, Generul Isbat possesses the phlegmatic
haprd-hendedness nnd common sense typical of the [utch emd
is not et all of the type prone to find sensation where
none exists, [urthermore, ss a former srmy officer and
Duteh Militery Attaché here, he has intimate contacts with
the Japanese irmy snd Navy not generally enjoyed by the
diplomats in Tokyo. I mention these facto merely as
beckground in conneotion with various comments which he
has reoently mode to me in the course of our talks, as
set forth below,.

General Pobst attaches mmch importance %o the Fan=
Asiatic movement in Jepan sand to the steps being taken to
revise ond develop the Creat .sintic isscointion which
were initinted last Mareh | mbassy's despatches Nos. 311
of March 7, 1033, and 468 of July 13, 1933), "o believes
that lr. Hirota, the present Minister for Yoreign Affairs,
in spite of hie policy of lmproving relations with foreign
countries, is a staunch supporter of the movement, in the
initiation of which he participated, and that he is in

sympathy with Jopan's expansionist subitions. Oenerel
rabat



Pabat ecknowledges, however, that he has no precise
evidencs to support this theory. The ides, ns he
mtt,uﬁmumn-mu
uu_m-:u-.uum-.niw.
Chine end Siam, in other words, a bloec of the yellow reces
ogainst the white, lie seid thet he had recently been
multlmmmmtmmmsw
primary sohools in which is included o lerge map of the
Far iast, eomprising Jepen, “Manchulwo", Siberia, China,
French Coshin China, Siam, the “traite “ettlements, the
ullippines and the Dutoh Fast Indies, and that on this
map there are printed three flags, those of Jepan, China
end "Menohukuo". The imerican, Fremeh, British, fussian
end Duteh flsgs are conspiouous by thelr absence. The
uum-um:n-mm-nmﬂmtmn
the funerel of Frincess isaka on lovember 12, namely that
htthnrrmlirumthpluintmrmﬂﬁ
to the wreath from Fresident iu Yi, the second place of
honor wee sccorded to that of Gemersl Tinge, the Minister
of “Manchukuo" to Jepan, while the wreath from the entire
Diplomatic Corps was relegated to taird place. ril-l:l.l-
terpreter hed reed the Jupanese inseriptions,

The Winister's chief concern, however, is in comneo-
tlon with the "orisis” which the Jepenese, especially the
Army ond havy leeders and the press, are continually harp-
ing upon &8s certain to occur in 1936, /s regards the
factor of Soviet Mussis in this ispending orisis, he
entirely concurs in the views set forth in my striotly
confidential letter to the Under Jecretery of State of
Ootober ¢, 1933, Dut what gives the Vinister most concern

is the



is the possible attitude nud setion of the Jupanese
hwirlld‘nltm'm‘thm:lﬂmm’
conversations preliminery to the liavel Conference in
1938 that Japan prosumably eannot hope both for an
agreement acoording to Jepem nevel parity with the
United States and Creat Dritein end et the same time
for ¢ continusnoe of the restrictions agsinst o forti=
fied navel bese for the United “Sates in the 'hilippines.
In the Genersl's opinion there will be greve risk at that
time thet the Jupanese lavy will muddenly descend upen
and oocupy Guem. "You heve moticed,” Genersl rabet
seid in effeot, "that the lavy is no longer content to
toke & back seat as it was more or less obliged to do
during the compaign of the imy in Msnclmria. The Navy
is now forging to the front as is clesarly evidenced by
the imnense spproprintions mecorded it in the present
budget, partly at the expease of the Army, =nd in the
great naval neneuvres scheduled ror next year, the Tirst
time that such maneuvres have occurred in two consecutive
years. If, ot e given momont, the lievy feols that ite
prestige 1s at stake and thet the future safety, welfare
and embitions of the country lie in its hande, 1t will
no more be subjeet toc restraint by the ecivil m
than wes the irmy in Mamchuris in 1951." On my referring
to the utter stupldity snd probable inconclusiveness of
en imericen~Jupanese war ‘¢ wideh such sotion would ine
evitebly lead, =nl the tremendous loss to Jaupsnese trode
which would result from such & war, the Minister said,
in efrfeet: ~Don't for & moment think that questions of
economie or fimenciel loss %o the ocountry would oerry
any



any woight whatsoever with the Navy; the proesent budget
iz alreedy iikely %o bring the ecountry perilously necy
to finenciel dissster in future, but the Army end lavy
go cheerfully shead with their plans as if :he country's
fineaciel stetus is o matter with which they are not
soncerned and cannot afford to be bothered, snd that
economically Japan could get slong without ‘merice some-
how or other if she had %o do s0, Purthermore from the
silitary and navel point of view, un .merican offensive
would be & negligible fmotor, becsuse they hold that no
merionn fleet could effectively opernte in Japanese
waters so far from its lawailen bese end with its lines
of oswnication lisble to be intercepted, Onoe in
possession of the hilippines, with unrestricted navel
building ia view end having eliminated the dreaded threat
of sn /meriern noval bease in esstern waters, Jepen believes
that she could disregard the United “tates and procced with
her isiatic ambitions, The next step would be the approp=
rietion of YNew Cuinee whioh offers » considerable extent
of territory for colonizaetion and would, to = certain
extent, sclve the immedinte prodblem of Japsnese emigration,”
The foregoing is not o precise guotation of Gemeral
Pabat's remarks but reprosents closely the general trend
of his idess ns he expressed them in cur last conversation.
There is no doubdbt that he hss the future safoty of the
buteh rast Indies constently in mind, of which the future
safety of the ‘hdlippines is & corollary. e alluded with
emphissis to the fool that the Jepenese hed recently ine
vited » delegnilon of natives from Jave to visit Jupanm,

with # view to brosdening the Jopanese market in cheap
cotton



mmnm:-mum:mn:mu.mmt
this delegation 1s now here.
AMnMHMMﬁminmr
siould be loath to charscterize es fantastic the oone
sidered opinions of nn intelligent and conservative obe
server with ten years' expericnce of this country ond
ite people. Ye have alrendy seen the sort of sction
of which on unrestrained nnd dorineering aray is ospable.
ﬂhhdm-Mthtumnmmmw
expected oan always heppem, In previous despatohes I
have pointed out the uneasiness with which certain of the
Japenese regord the yoar 1935-1956, and the determination
to alter the present newvel ratios. The prestige of the
Jupanese lavy hes for & time been eclipsed by the spot-
lmtinmmmmm-mudummpntm
years. [Frestige is o powerful fector in the Orient.
S0 far as the present Foreign ‘dnister is concerned,
it ir safe to say that he i not a chsuvinist, that he
believes 1t in the best intercets of Japan to be on
cordinl terms with all foreign countries, especialily the
United “tates, Chine and Orest Britain, snd that he does
not believe in provoking war in any qusrter. He is
therefore steadily working to develop better relstions
lmﬂmumtmmt:wmmw
her progrem for more readily snd effectively in en at-
mosphere of friendship than in ome of hostility with other
nations. A% the same time, he 15 what might be enlled an
ardent nationelist. Iis views, from sll that I cem guther,

are that pelitieally, economically and oulturslly, Japan
oan



can prove herself the leading netion in isia, The
recent growth of Japenese trode throughout the Far "net
naturally gives added prestige toc the country. My,
Hirota is undoubtedly sympathetic with Japonese develop=
ﬂt.mﬂlpumtmmmbhm
ummummmwmmwrr-
position, fle could not hold offiece on any other terms.
I-mﬂ-honuumtumn-pmorm
recent adventures in lanchurie. Here sgein he must, if
he 1o %0 remain in office, cceept the ol tuation as he
finde 1%, = foit cgcomply which he is estopped from
eritielzing edversely,

To sun up, the Netherlaonds Minister, an experienced
end conservative cbserver, believes that the year 1935 is
mhmtnrutm-nn-mohnu-m
Mpmum.munmmw
ot that time is fully ocsapsble of taking redien)l setion
such se the \rmy has elresdy token in Manchuria.

Heving in mind the various points which I have
umnmnaqum.nm-uw
the year 1935 in sl) wakefulness.

fespectfully yours,

Hﬂ-m

(lio foreign distribution)



	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009

