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Dear Franklin:

Agreeable to my promise to write you now and then
something "off the record™ about the dutles, offioldl
and otherwise, to which you have essigned me, I am glving
myself the plessure of relating something of the first
days since I told you "good-bye", which may have an
interest epart from my offiecial reports,

Upon leaving Washington on the night of Thursday,
April 6th, the Honorable Ternandc Gonzalez Roa and the
members of his staff and their wives were courteous
enough to core to the depot and wish us bon voyage. It
was ndgraniaua act which both my wife and myself appre=-
ciated.

We stayed in Raleigh, packing up our belongings
(richer in things then we imagined), until Tuesday,
April 11th, when more people than sould get intoc the
Union Stetion at Raleigh gathered to say good-bye and
wish us well, It reminded me somewhat of the send-
off you end Mrs, Rocsevelt received from your neighbors
at Hyde Park when you entrained for your larger duties.

It wes most gratifying at Memphls, where we were
enterteined at dinner by our old friends Mr. and Mrs,
6. T. Pitzhugh, to learn fram prominent citizens, mostly
connected with the press, that the approval of your ac-
tions et Washington was universal, More then that, it
was enthusiastie, If the resl sentiment prevailing in
+he seotion through which I passed maekes itselfl felt in
Washington, Congress will have no hesitation in giving
the remedial legislation which you have proposed and are
proposing. pid you hear of the lady who gaid that the
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only objection she had to your administration was that it
took all her household change to buy four or five editions
of a paper every day to see what new thing wes happening?
But, like the people of Athens, as reccrded by Paul, the
people heve sc long tired of static that they welcome
change, even change whose reactions they may not fully
understand or appreciate, I found everywhere from Wash-
ington to Sen Antonic a feeling that the old order had
brought about the debacle and that the attempt to put new
wine into old bottles having failed completely, the pecple
were even more eager for & new deal then you can possibly
be, and that is putting it strong,

I believe it is quite as true of the railroad execu=-
tives, end I sew some of the leading ones en route, and of
the men who have been employed in positions of importamoce
by big business, as it is of the men in the street, They
know their old Gods have been demonstrated to have feet of
clay, They do not see any hope for their recovery or for
e new day for them except in the sort of sound radicel
proposels which are emenating from Washington. And this
is quite as true of men who opposed your nomination and
election, some of them almost as vigorously as Mr, Atter-
bury, as those who supported you, This feeling is not
partisan, it is born in pert out of the spirit of hope-
lessness which fell upon the people in the last days of
the Hoover administretion when meflana was the watchword

in Weshington.

Mr, A, D. Bell, Vioe President and Passenger Traffic
Manager of the Missouri Pacific Reilroad, came down with
us in his privete car end we hed the pleasure of dining
with him, ©His ocourtesy added to the pleasure of our
trip. He tendered us the use of his private cer for
the trip ell the the way, but I decided it wiser to de-
oline with thanks, It has been my lifelong principle
that no public official should be, or seem to be, under
obligations to any man or corporation, even when those
proffering the courtesy, as in this instance, were wholly
free from any desire to impose ébligations,

At San Antonio the Chamber of Commerce invited us
to attend a banguet. It was an elegant affair, attended
by not only the leading men of the city, but by meny
beautiful women (you see I still have an eye far beauty,
and I suppose every diplomat must have, as well as every
citizen), The note of the whole gathering in the ad-
dresses made by Mr, Dick Terrell, President of the Chember
of Commerce, and by Mayor Juinn, was one of earnest long=-
ing for the changes that have been made and are in the
making at Weshington, eand of faith thet given time they
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will bring about restoration, It would have made your heat
beat warmer to have seen the supreme confidence and leaning

upon you voiced not only in public but in privete by leading
oitizens and newspaper men of that olty.

En route to Sen Antonio we had the pleasure at Austin
of seeing our old friends former Postmaster General Burlescn
and his wife and daughter, The latter is as beautiful
ag ever, and you remémber what a fair young thing she was
in the &nyl of the Wilson administration. With his custom-
ary eye on finance and economy, Albert told me how many
pesos I could buy with a dollar in Mexico, and said: “Josephus,
you have the opportunity now to save some money". He knew
that I resemble Agassiz in one thing, and one thing only,
that I have always been too busy to save or even think of
making or saving money, and, as a good friend, he wished to
give me some good edvice, William Allen White says that
every man gets three kiocks out of a dollar - one in making
it; one in saving it if he is & Scotchman; and one in
glving 1t if his father is an Irishman, Where does a
Dutchman of our descent (my great grandmother being a Van
Pelt of New Jersey) come in?

I do not know whether you heve read the book on Woodrow
Wilson by Sylvester Vyrick. He made Colonel House not
only the power behind the throne, but really the throne of
the Wilson administration. Buriaunn, who has & perscnal
affeotion and high regard for House, was indignant that
a man who before we entered the war was so pro-German that
many people thought he ought to have been arrested, and
who was oondemned by Wilson, should have assumed to write
a life of Wilson, Imagine when you leave the White House
having your most bitter oritic (who is he, if there is any?)
volunteer to write your biography! If living, you would
wish him shot before sunrise. I em sure if it be given
those who have gone before to know what is transpiring
here, Wilson has used his hershest epithet on Vyrick,
0f course he could not write an appreciative life, or a
fair or a just life, and the whole book is shot through
with belittling Wilson, and when you lay it down, if you
believe & word of it, you think that House was President
and Wilson a mere theorist who did not conceive the great
policies which you end I know were nct proposed to him by

anybody.

I urged Purleson's wife and daughter to use force it
necessary to compel Burleson to write his recocllections of
the Wilson administration. You know Wilson depended upon
him very largely in the political activities and in dealing
with Congress, His memory is more accurate than that of

any



any member of the Cabinet, particularly about the legils-
lative poliocies and the methods employed in securing the
adoption of executive recommendations, He never was as
progressive as we have always been, but so just and honest
and clear headed, that his approval of your policles was
most gratifying.

"ia" Ferguson snd Jim too (you know Jim said in the
campaign that Texas was so great a State that it could not
get along with one person for Governor and, therefore, they
had to have two, and that wes why they elected him and "Ma")
hed invited us to be the guests of the city at the Governor's
Mension., TUnable tc stop over, we sent "Ma"™ a telegram of
thenks and expressed the hope that upon some return trip
to Washington we would be able to accept their courteous
invitation.

i Before reaching San Antonio, Mr, L. M, Lawson, the
Amerioan International Boundary Commissioner, joined me on
the train, as per arrangements made from Washington, and
went over fully the plans of the Boundary Commission and
the provisions of the treaty for river rectification and
flood control in the vieinity of ¥1 Paso, I see in the
papers thet the treaty was approved by the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations. This treaty, as you know, would
seek to malke the boundary between the United States and
Vexioco the center of the Rio Grande, by preventing the
frequent chenges in the bed of the river, Mr, Lawson and
the other engineers had worked out a plan by which the
land made by the changes in the river bed would be about
equal on both sides of the river - that on the side of
the United States belonging to us, and thaet on the Mexican
side belonging to the Mexiean Government. I marvel that

t they could work out @ plan which would se evenly divide
the land mede or changed by the river flow., The acreage
was elmost the same,

The plan was for the United States to pay 86% and
Mexioo 12% of the proratable cost of this rectification,
which proratable cost would be about $5,000,000 (the total
estimated cost being around $6,000,000). In determining
the proration of cost between the two oountries, the Com-
mission geve oconsideration not only to the gross and
irrigated areas end to the economie features and values
whioh sre distinet and different in the two countries,
but also to the benefits that each country would receive
acoording to the ereas and their velues rather than the
benefits on the sole acreage basis, In his conversa-
tion, Mr, Lawson said that these figures of cost were
arrived at early in 1930, end, because of the reduction
in the price of materials and labor, the totel cost of
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rectification would be less then the $6,000,000 contained
in the report of the Boundary Commission,

In this treaty there is no mention of the Chamizal
gontroversy, which has for many years eluded any settle=-
ment. I esked Mr, Lawson why this was omitted, as it
seemed to me, with the brief time I have been able to
give consideration to it, that this is the crux of the
whole matter, or rather that it is certainly the moet
important matter to be settled, Since reeching Mexico
C¢ity, I understand from the staeff here at the Embassy
that due to domestiec political considerations, the
Chamizal issue was not embodied in the River Reotification
Convention signed February 1, 1933, but was left for
future consideration,

The Chemizal issue is of long standing. Briefly
the following is the problem;

On June 15, 1911, the International Boundary Commission,
enlarged for the occesion by the addition of a Cenadian jurist,
Mr, La Fleur, rendered an eward to the effect that the inter-
g national title to the Chamizal tract (part of El Paso) north
of the 1864 Rio Grande channel was in the United States -end
the balance in Mexico,.

The American Commissioner dissented, It was held
by the Government of the United States that the award was
invalid and impossible of execution.

Prior to the rendering of the above decision, the
International Boundary Commission had failed to reasch a
settlement for the adjustment of the issue,

In the negotiations conducted between the two Govern-
mente during 1932 for the drafting of a Convention providing
for the reotification of the Rio Grmde, a tentative agree-
ment was reached for the adjustment of the Chamizal issue,
It contemplated the relinquishment by Mexico of her portion
of the tract in exehange for another tract of the same
area belonging to the United States, and in addition the
exchange of the Chamizal eward for the Pious Fund award,

As stated above, domestic political considerations pre-
vented this egreement from being carried through.

I have no information from Washington as to whether
the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Forelgn
Relations will be taken up promptly or not, with the
verbal change suggested in his letter to you by Secretary
Hull, TUnless a special session of the Mexican Congress
j is called, the matter of this treety cennot come up until
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its regular session is convened on September lst, T am
not confident enough in my judgment to make any recommenda-
tion about it, but, as a horseback opinion, I would feel that
{inasmuch a8 the Mexican Senate will probably not aot upon it
until September, it might be well if the United States Senate
did not, ratify the treaty until after my conversation with
Eg. {oau Menuel Puig Casauranc, the Minister for Foreign
fairs,

Dr. Puig wishes at an early date to discuss with me
all the matters relating to claims between the two Govern-
ments, in the hope that a solution for a lump sum may be
agreeable to both Republies, and settle what has come to
be the modern Jarndyce vs, Jarndyce case, These Special
end General Claims Commissions came into being as & result of
the Bucareli Conferences of 1923, They were corganized in
August 1924, but have nct held many sessions for cne reason
or ancother; oconsequently very little progress has been
made during all these years. At the present rate of pro-
gress, your son Franklin's grandchildren would be gray
headed before all these claims could be heard and deter-
mined, Before I left Washington you will recall we talked
about this matter end elsc I tock it up with Secretary Hull,
and I gathered thet you both thought that it was best that
the eppointment of the Presiding Commissioner of the General
Claims Commission should be delayed until after my confer-
ences with the Minister for Foreign &ffairs, when I could
report what he has in mind.

At Nuevo Laredo, General Rodolfo Casillas Garcia of
the Mexican army, together with five other officers, got
on the train and acocompeanied us to Mexico City, These
soldiers were spick end span in their bright uniforms end
were assigned by the War Department, I understand, to make
certain that there were no such demonstrations as some
people had feared might take place becamse of the Veracruz
affair. However, at no place was there enything but
courteous greetings.

At Nuevo Laredo (which by the way we passed at 2 o'clock
in the morning, and I was asleep) the following met the train,
and sent greetings through Mr, Stenley Hawks, Second Secretary
of the Embassy, who had gone up to San Antonic to meet me:

The Chief of the Mexican Immigration Serviee at Nuevo Laredo;
the Chief of the Garrison of Nuevo Laredoj the Mexican
consul and Viece Consul at Laredo,.

Mr, Hawks, who is & very able and well informed official,
aequainted me with the situation and the desire of the Mexi-
gan Covernment to render all courtesies, and to make sure
that no untoward incident ccourred., At ell points along
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the route from San Antonio- to Mexico City, where we have
consulates, the Consuls and their wives greeted us from

the platform and geve my wife flowers. We alsoc were greated
by offieiel representatives of the Governors of the States
through which we passed, and by other State officials, At
one oity, where there had been unfounded repcrts that there
might be a hostile demonstration by so-called communists,
the orowd was quite large, but a more asgreeable ard ocour-
tecus gathering I never saw, My wife and I at all places,
where we were met by the members of the consular corps and
others, left the train and walked on the platform. After
we left one place, where we hed spent fifteen or twenty
minutes on the platform conversing with our offieials and
those of the Mexiocan Government, one of the railway offi-
gials told me that there wes some uneasiness and he thought
some of the offiolals would have been happier if my wife and
I had remained on the train end had nct gone on the pletform
and mingled with the people who came to give us welcome.

If so, they made no such suggestion. My wife and I wera
both eonvineed there weas going to be no trouble, and, con-
soious of our own feelings of friendliness, we expected and
received the same sort of ocourtecus treatment as was in

our own hearts,

At one of the stops near Mexlico City, three secret
service men, who were sent, @s I was informed, at the di-
rection of the Foreign Office, were introduced to us and
accompenied us to Mexico City,

Upon our arrival in Mexico City, the Chief of Police
was at the train, with a number of his staff and some
soldiers., Many Americans and Mexicans were at the station
and the Embassy staff wes there, It was & beautiful morning
and the welocome wes as cordiel as we might have expected
in our own country, with no untoward incident of any

ocharacter,

The secret service men who hed beemn assigned tc the
Embassy remained with us until yesterday, when I, expressing
deep appreciation of the consideration, re uuata& that they
bve withdrewn, as I felt - and those of the Embassy staff
felt - there was no need for them, end, as a matter of
fact, their presence might indicate that we feared some
of the imaginary things that had been published might

take place.

You know, and I lmow, that there is no safety for any
man in publie life enywhere if there 1s in the hearts of
men a desiré to do him injury. It is important, of course,
that seocret service men should be employed to give every

., protection possible to the Chief Magistrate, but they did

not save Lincoln, they did not save Garfield, end they did
not



net save McKinley, The only way that a man in public life
can be perfectly safe from any sort of attack is to be
hermetically sealed in a weter tight compartment. I think
it is better to run some risk then to die of such suffoca-
tion and fear. I do not think your wife ever said anything
wiser than, after the attempt upon your life at Miami, when
she was nfferad police escort, she declined it, saying that
people in publioc life must know that they must expect what-
ever happened,

The Embassy and the surrounding grounds are beautiful
and every comfort and elegance surround us here, and our
first days were made happy by the courtesy of the memters
of the Embassy staff and others. We had been warned th at
in this high altitude (Mexico City is almost 7,500 feet,
as you know) we might suffer in the first few days. Qur
son, Dr, Worth Bagley Daniels, advised his mother not to
do any walking for the first wesk, As a matter of faot,
we would not have recognized, so far as our feelings are
concerned, any change of altltude except one of very mild
exhilaration, The weather has been beautiful and we look
forward to a very happy time. I wrote one of my daughters-
in-law (you kmow we have four sons end four dsughters-in-law,
I call the sons the out-laws and the daughters the in-laws)
that her mother was soc happy that we were really having a

second honeymoon.

Please tell Mrs, Roosevelt that we are fully and happi-
fully counting upon her coming this summer, and have already
selected the room for her, looking out upon a whole garden
end wall of the most besautiful flowers she could imagine.

The only fly in the ointment here, and that is not a
fly really, is that the distance mekes it impossible for
me to drop into the White House every few days and have
a little controversy with you about whether I shall eall
you "ehief™ or you shall go back to the o0ld days and call
me "ohief"™, The photograph which you insoribed so af-
fectionately stands on the center table at the residence,
As our goods have not arrived, it is, in fact, our only
Lares and Fenates, and we regard that as very fitting,

My wife joins me in love to you and Mrs, Roosevelt, and
all in your family.

Always affeotionately yours,

&M&‘



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Méxioco, 4April 26, 1933,

RSONAL y B

Dear Sefior Don Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de Admerica:

I have sometimes wondered how a young chicken,
oonfined in the egg shell, felt in the week prior to
being emancipated from his dark home and coming inte
the light, At last I fully understand the feeling,
For one week I have been that embryo chicken, neither
egg nor fowl, Ambassador designate, but not having a
leg to stand on.

Now that I wes recelived yesterday afterncon,
with the pomp and ceremony reminisecent of cold Spanish
grandeur, I really feel like an Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Flenipotentiary, though that mouth-filling
phrase almost choked me when I uttered it in the Falace
in the eddress I made to Fresident Rodriguez, present-
ing your recall of Ambassador Clark (though he went
to Utah before you named his successor) and my own
letter of oredence. It was all very grand and I
felt, as Napoleon said in Egypt, "Twenty centuries
look down upon you™, The Falece is more than three
hundred years old, of noble architeoture, with magni-
ficent large portraits of Benito Juarez and the other
leaders of Mexican Independence and of former days.

4As the hoofs of the ocavalry horses reverberated
through the streets and the populace lined the streets
in a parade of splendor, I had to pinch myself to see

ir
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Franklin D. Roosevelt,
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if it was really I who was recelving the homor paid to
our country. These people have a sense of color and
grandiose ways which we Nordies ecopy only indifferently.
I guess we have as much gold braid and royal red, but
not outside the Army and the Navy, and we seem to think
it is something not in keeping with demoeracy. Here

it seems indigenous and the people glory in 1t, And
such horses, with soldiers riding as if they had been
born in the saddlel]

My wife was duly impressed that an Aimbassador 1s
something more than a country editor, at least for the
time being. Women do not vote here and do not have so
large a place in the public eye as with us, My wife
and the wives of the Imbassy staff were present. She
was quite thrilled at the spectacle. The military and
officiales lent all the necessary color., I wonder if
my wife will look up to me now after all that dignified
ceremony. Does Mrs, Hoosevelt change in her attitude
now that you are in the White House? Our wives know
us all too well,

In my address to President Hnd}iguuz, after pre=-
senting your message of friendly regard, I said:

"In this pericd when mankind everywhere
is moving towerds a better social system, 1t
is gratifying that as never before the United
States of America and the United Mexican
States are facing the necessary changes with
no slavish adherence to precedent or traditionm.
They have rather embarked upon new and well-
gonsidered experiments with optimism born of
courage. Both are smimated by faith that the
social order now in the making in both countries
will guarantee to all men equality, justice,
liberty, end the full enjoyment of the fruits
of their labor.™

In his message of acceptance of my letter of
eredence, the President responded in like vein, 1In
acgordance with oustom, I sent & copy of my address
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs so the President
eould know what he would have to listen to when he
received me., His reply was to the exact words I had
employed, Referring to the new policies you are in-
pugurating, in a very delicate and diplomatic way, he
virtually said in substance: "We begen this reform am
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we are glad Uncle Sem is following our lead", 0f course
his languege was much more tactful, but that was the
tone of it. Here is what he really said:

"The recognition, so frankly and courage-
ously expressed, of the fact that humanity is
passing through a period in which it is obliged
to seek a better sooial system, is of inestimable
worth to this country, which was cne of the
first, in the new social era which is beginning,
to decide to teke a new course in meeting vital
needs and satisfying the demands of collective
justiee, without feeling bound by precedent
or by tradition.™

Fresident Hudr{gulz speaks English very well and
was gracious in his weloome. After the formal ceremony
we had a brief talk and he requested me to convey his
eadmiration for your courageocus progressive policies and
to say that Mexico is in hearty accord. He did not
mention silver in this brief ohat, but in an interview
in the press he saw great advantage to Mexico in the
contemplated larger use of silver.

He wore the presidential decoration, ve beauti-
ful and ornate, in the place where I wore my plain black
tie, The diffurunut was as great as the distance be-
tween "The Halls of Montezuma"™ (which I must not mention
here) and the News and Observer building in Releigh.

On Saturday Dr. Puig, the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, called by appointment at the Embassy to see ma,
He brought with him a long twenty-five page discussion
of the relations between the United States and this
country covering many years. It was in Spanish., It
is to be translated. When that is donm a copy will
be sent to the State Department. I will read it care-
fully. The conolusion of his long statement is that
the long-drawn-out hearings before the Claims Commissions,
extending over ten years, have tended to prevent the best
feeling between the two countries and have gotten us no-
where., (When the Commissions funotion they cost us
$300,000, a year and Mexico also pays out a large sum
for il'?lrl, Commission expenses, eto,, and it is diffi-
pult to get a member from a neutral country to serve
even when the United States and Mexioco can agree upon
a presiding officer from a neutral country, As I told
you in Washington, I think some fixed sum should be
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agreed upon if possible and the matter settled without
another ten years or more of ocontroversy. But there
are many things to be considered and scme hurdles to
jump over before an agreement can be reached, As soon
as I seoure the translation of Dr, Puig's memorandum,

I shall immerse myself in it and then have a conference
with him, Mexioo has settled all oclaim disputes with
other countries at a very small percentage and thinks
we should do likewise. But American claimants are
insistent for the large amounts they claim, and Congress
will have to 0.K. any recommendation we may make, i
will keep in olose touch with the State Department about
this whole subject and will send a trenslation of Minis-
ter Puig's argument.

Speaking of the maflana polieies, I know you will
be glad of how red tepe wes ocut in Washington last week,
It will reoall to you how it wes out in the Navy Depart-
ment when we were trying to get things done, a la
Samuel MoGowan's motto: ™It can't be done, but watch
us do it=, One day last week a letter ceme from Mr,
Herschel Johnson, Chief of the Mexiean Division in the
Department of State, saylng, in reference to an inquiry,
that the Treasury Dapnrtmun{ had not been able to get
around to paying the $30,000, Congress had voted some
time ago to the families of the Mexicans who were killed
in Ardmore, Oklahoma., Congress had acted with remark-
able promptness in making the appropriation, but the
Treasury was permitting the payment to take 1ts course.
The Mexican families, naturally, could not understand
why, if the money had been appropriated, they could not
get the cash, When the letter came from Mr, Johnson
indicating that the Treasury would not act soon, I de-
clded to try to get action, 0f course I knew Secretary
Woodin had no personal knowledge of the delay. So I
diotated a letter introdueing Mr. Johnson to Mr., Woodin,
and one to Mr, Johnson asking him to deliver it in per-
son and explain to Mr, Woodin that the delay was creating
e bad impression in Mexico, and to request him to order
payment of the olaim at once, As I lmew he would do,
Mr, Woodin acoted quickly, and a few minutes ago a tele-
grem came from the State Department that a check for the
amount would reach Mexico City tomorrow., Of course I
knew that in the tremendous strain on all at Washington
such matters cannot receive quick action, I am re-
counting this incident to you beceuse I know you would
have acted as I did here and as Mr, Woodin did in Wash=-
ington,. It is necessary to cut red tape and I know you
will teke steps to have it done all along the line as
soon as the legislative strain abates and the bigger
things are attended to.

I am
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I am teking up with Seoretary Hull and Secretary
Roper some matters which I hope will result in eoconomy
end efficiency. The intrgduction by Secretary Red-
field of commeroial attaches was of doubtful wisdom.
The extension of employees in the Department of Com-
merce from 800 to 8000 constituted one of the pieces
of extravagance which helped to swell the majority
against Hoover, Before I left Washington I promised
Seoretary Roper to make a study of the situation here
and give him my opinion. I am almost reedy to report
that all matters in foreign countries should come under
the State Department and commercial work should all be
done through the Embassies and Legations and the oconsular
service, If a oonsul cannot promote trade as well as
a2 commercisl attache, he should give place to someone
who can. Hull and Roper may take up with you a peoliey
I have outlined to end duplication and secure unity
abroad as well as at home,

The elimate is ideal here and my wife and I are
very happy. She joins me in love to you and Mra.
Roosevelt,

Afeotuosamente, mi querido amigo y Presidente,

W

F.S5,: HNothing makes me quite sc happy as to see the
progress toward the Musole Shoals development.
If I had not come here, I should have preferred
to help carry ocut that great project than to
have had any other assignment under your ad-
ministration. I teke i1t that Frank Walsh
will be caslled into the great undertaking. I
have known him well for many years, but not so
intimately as you know him,

IlDI
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

México, May 18, 1933,

PERSONAL, &
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Dear Franklin:

I hed a letter to-day fram our friend Albert
Burleson, former Fostmaster General, He is delighted
with the suggestion that the 4merican Delegaticn at
London will embrace Cordell Hull, James M, Cox, Key
Pittman and Professor Moley. He adds: "I think he -
should name at least two Republicans, and inasmuch as
the conference is not to deel with the debts due
imerica by the Eurcpean countries, I think Borah
should be named as one of the delegates and some
intelligent, honest, stand-pat Republican as the
other, It may be diffioult to make this last se=
lection, if not impossible, but still I think the
President should make the effort®,

I am venturing to send this to you by air mail
for your consideration, You will remember that in
naming his delegates to the Peace Conference our chief
President Wilson made & great mistake in not naming
two Republicans #ho had the confidence of their Party,
and who would have been supported by the Party at home in
their recommendations, It was reported that he was
about to send Henry White as one of the members to serve
on the Peace Conference as a Republigan member, I called
a8t the White House and he was out, I then wrote him a
letter saying that in my judgment there was not a man
in the Republican Party who would serve the country
better than Henry White; that he had the background,
the experience and the patriotism; but that he was al-
most unknown to the leaders of the Republican Farty;
thet he had lived abroad so long and had hed so little
to do in the political Tights of the preceding twenty
years, that the active Republicans weuld not feel that

he was

The Honorable
Franklin D. Rocsevelt,
The White House,
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he was their representative, I urged him to appoint
two Republicans who had high standing in their Party
at tgut time, and T nemed & number of them, among them
Mr, Taft.

I had a letter from Mr, Wilson the next day in
which he thanked me for my sugcestion, but said it
came too late as he had already asked V'r, White to
serve, He appointed Mr, White on Mr, Lensing's
recommendation, White and Lensing's father-in-law,
Mr, Toster, were very good friends and Foster thought
very highly of White, For that matter I did tooc and
do still, but the thing happened in Paris that I feared
would heppen - nobody regarded Nr, White as & repre-
sentative Republican and he had no weight, therefore,
with that Party in the country,

I agree with Mr, Burleson, that you cught to ap~
peoint two Republieans, Mr, Borah has been the Chairman
of the Toreign affairs Committee, has the respect and
confidence of the ocountry, end has the ability in the
Senate and out of it to defend any course which he takes,
If he is in sympathy , es I judze he is, with what you
are undertaking to do, he would be the ablest advocate
upon his return of any men in the Senate or in the
country. Of course the difficulty about Mr, Eorah
always is that he has not shown himself able to do
team work and there is always the fear that he will
kick out of the traces. Somebody said during the
campaign last year there were three political parties
in the United States,"the Democratic Party, the Repub-
lican Party and Senator Borah," However, in a matter of
this great moment I share in Mr, Burleson's feeling
that Mr, Borah would be in sympathy and his aid would
be of very great value both in London and at home in
and out of the Senate,

0f course I would not eppoint any men of the Repub-
liean Party who was not heart and soul in sympathy with
the objects in view. The issue is too great and the
hopes are tco high to pay any per= nal compliments, I
have no doubt, as Burleson says, that in appointing two
Hepublicans, one of them should be a progressive from
the west who has the ear of his Perty, and the other
should be some man that you know who has no reactionary

téndencies, If Senator MoNary of Oregon is in sympathy

with what you have in view, he would be a good man on
the Commission, He is the leader of the Republiean Party
in the Senate, @& man of good judgment end not adamant,

I may
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I may be writing too late and you mey already have
selected the Commission, but I am constrained to give
you these views which are expressed by ocur friend
Burleson, end with which I am in harmony.

Always faithfully yours,

Jrasptnrdoinals

P.S.¢ Your message to the nations of the earth on
Peace rargaround the world like a bell pealing
for peace, I am glad to see the response,

I was speaking in lMexico City on the day your
message was printed, and when I referred to
it,and declared that it was the precursor of
the long deleyed peace and amity upon which
world restoration and world heppiness depend,
there was unanimous approvael and applause,
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EMBASSY OF THE _
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .
México, May 18, 1933,

PERSONAL, %
T‘r\‘fi i

Dear Franklin:

At Austin, on my way down here, I saw our friend
Albert Burleson, former Postmaster General, You will
recall that when he was FPostmaster General he entered
an order establishing a common rate between the United
States and all countries on the western hemisphere,

It had a most wholesome effect, tending to facilitate
trade between our country amnd the cother countries on
this oontinent.

I had a letter yesterday from Mr. Burleson, in
which he said that he hopes under the new edministra-
tlon a movement wlll be set on foot "to bring about
the freest trade possible between the United States
and all the countries on this hemisphere®™, He added:
"I know it would result in the greatest bemefit to
our trade”,

Mr, Burleson also goes on to say:

"]l have been in full sympathy with every
action teken by FPresident Rocsevelt since the
4th day of last March, If he continues in
the future to act with the same wisdom charasc-
terizing his conduet since that date, I am sure

~he will succeed in completely destroying the -
Republican Party - just as Jefferson destroyed
the Federalists and General Jackson destroyed
the Whigs.™

Of course you did not see it, but in my speech at
the banquet at Sen Antonio, on my way to Mexico, I noted

the
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Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, L.C,



-

V.

the faot that, outside of the circle of a few Republiocan
politioians, the renk and file of the Republicans who

did not vote for you (though millions of them did) were
backing you up in your progressive end radical (so-called
but really conservative ) measures. I ventured to pre-
diet that, given & full and a feir chance, and with the
patience necessary for the working out of the policies,
the country would come to see thet the "new deal” was to
restore in the United States what Jefferson promised in
his first inaugural, when, after enumerating the blessings
whioch had oome to the new Republie, he asked what more
was nuu;nuary to make us a happy and a prosperous people,
and said:

"S5t1ll one thing more, fellow-oitlizens -- a
wise and frugal Government, which shall restrain
men from injuring one another, shall leave them
otherwise free to regulate their own pursuits
of industry and improvement, and shall not take
from the mouth of labor the bread it has earned.
This is the sum of good government, and this is
necessary to close the circle of our felicities."™

In all the years since that statement, the Democrats
have stressed the words "shall leave them otherwise free
to regulate their own pursuits of industry and improve-
ment”, and have jumped to the conclusion that Jefferson
was defending unrestrained freedom for people to do as
they pleassed, TUntil recently I never have heard the
leaders of our Farty stress the words "Govermment ...
shall restrain men from injuring one another, ... and
shall not take from the mouth of labor the bread it has
earned™, You will observe that Mr, Jefferson gqualified
freedom by these two restraints. You cannot heve good
government unless men are restrained from injuring one
another, and unless every man is free in his enjoyment
of what he has earned, What hag brought us to the
present debacle is the ignoring of these two essentlals
which Jefferson stressed, The measures which you have
proposed are belatedly carrying out the prinoiples which
Jefferson enunciated one hundred and thirty years ago,

If they had been in existence and enforced, it would not
be necessery now for you to be charting what people call
a new route to a safe harbor, There would be no need of
a "new deal™, FPeople would have been in the enjoyment of
their earnings, and it would not be necessary for us to be
safeguarding them,

It must give you great satisfaction to be able, af ter
the lapse of a hundred and thirty years, to translate
Jefferson's ideals into practice.

A1l
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411 the papers here were very enthusiastic about your
message to the nations urging &n end of eggression, With=-
out aggression on some nation's part, there would have
been few wars, I am enclosing you herewith a translation
of en editorial from EL NACIONAL, entitled "Roosevelt's
oall in favor of Peace™, showing that here in Mexioco
there is the seame spirit in thoughtful quarters that
has found so full expression in the United States,

Faithfully yours,

Jwﬂﬂ"“"

Enolosure.

i.
——
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Enologure No, 1 to despetoh MNo, of May
1932, from the ¥ at Mexieo City.

SOURCE: EL UNIVERSAL
Mey 17, 1083
Mexieoo Clty

FULL TRANSLATION OF EDITORIAL

_ BOOSEVELR'S GALL IN FAYOR OF PRAGE

In snother plase in this edition we print the im-
portant messaje whioh Fresident Roosevelt, in the neme
of the government und the people of the United States,
transmitted yesterday to our govermment, ss well as
President fodrigues's reply.

ie do not need to emphasize the importence of
both Iﬂ!_llll thet is indlested merely by resding
them, They onee and for all a firm and serens
intention orf finding o wey out of the tremendous orisis
that affliete the world end threstens to founder 1t in
barbarity snd lay in rulns for meny eenturies the labo-
rious efforts of eivilization,

Golluboration is essential for this task, upon
which depends the destiny of humenity, The poliey of
nationel isolation cscnnot longer mwevall, whan the
faots demonstrete that it Laa been nrlninl,r proved
@ fallure by the reslities of its results.

The United Sgates, which has maintestned for this
poliey a traditional respeot, through the volee of ite

ohierf uﬂ:mu now reco that the salvation of
all peop. of the earth is linked with joilnt interna-

tional setion, divested of gree® and selfishness., Con-
muiﬂ.{. the govermment of Mexico cummot do less then
seocond with enthusiesm on attltude whieh is in perfect
sooord with the sentiments whioh have elways inspired
ita ﬂnlﬁ poliey. Without any mm ner of doubs, our
people will approve this deeislon of thelr government,

The worldwide sconomic erisis, which is the grevest
registered in hlatory, despite the arguments employed to
::l“n:u this truth luuuu:‘- optimistas t:nt::r .

ts socompanying domage aery, the destrustiom o
wealth, hunger and the dnr-;nlu of millions of mem,
threatens & denger of terrifying perspectives == war,

For the material disloostion prodused by the erisis
oreaies a deep perturbation in the minds of the people
which at times sars to assume the proportions of &
veritable colleotive madness, Hemoe, to the unbalanced
spirits of the poples, war offers itself %o them as &
possible solution of {er resent difficulties. This
explains the delirious belligerency whiech, smong some
nations, has come to be an tant feotor in their
domeatlio pﬂlm and correlatively the nervous tension
of other countries which regard themselves as being un-
der the perpetusl menmsoe of unexpected ag ression,

4n indieation
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in indiostion of this situatiion is supplied by
the unsentaelnable imorease of armements and the oon-
stantly inoressing palpablencss of the inefricieney
of pacific tendencies, MNothing now remsins of the
generous illusions of 1918, when for & time it was
believed thet the horrible slaughter that was them
terminated would be the last. The prospect of peade
hoas never been so ephemersl as at present, evem with-
out considering the partiscl ware in whieh verious
eountries ere ongeged,

The decisive influsnoe of the orisis u the
warlike amblent which envelops the nations 1is too
avident to permit of doubt that world peace cannot be
sssured without the previous esliminetion of the seow.
nomie diffieulties that affliet the world,

It may be seld thet snother war, if it comes,

will merely be ancther phese of the orisis, from whieh
will perhaps proceed, sooarding to the thought of the
wisest men in all eountries, the eomplete rulm of our
present oivilization. And the orisis iteelf, in grest
part, st lewst, is the result of the bloodless hostili-
ty, of the economie war, whioh sinee the sigming of the
Treaty of Versailles, has been maintSatned by the most
powerful and weolthy nationa,

For this reason we ses linked in Fresident Roocse-
volt's messoage, as parts of a single whuls, his pre-
ﬂu:rllnn with the problem of disarmament, of tha
liquidation of the orisis, to be sooomplished by &
congert of all the nationa,

“"Common sense tells us,” he says, "that if &
power refuses to join with genuline simcerity in these
oongerted efforts toward politicnl end economip pesce,
ona of whioh ls being made in Jeneve and the other of
which will be made in Londeon, progress may be obatrust-
od end finslly blocked, In this sese, the oivilized
world, whieh seeks both forms of peaoe, will know whore
to plase the responsibility for the fel lure. I recom-
mend that nmo netion sssume this responsibility and that
all nations takd part im these grect conferences
transform into aetion the policles whioh they profess,”

*Inspired b this convietion,” replies Fresident
fodrigues, "end by the genersl sentiments whieh
l_nmi-, Yexico hopes 1o remew diplomatie ations
with the countries with whieh & have besn suspended,
and to earry on, AT in all cases ogeasion is pro=
pitiocus, & polieoy of understending, as before set forth,
shigh is the sxpomant of the u:’rhnu of 1te interna=
tional duty of cordielity end oocOperation end of its
desire for international soliderity. Mexieo, which is
not and pever has been an sgrressive country, belisves
that 1t will thus grovide, in wddition to the aotion
which it is purposed to develop in Ceneve and in lomdon,
a pew demonstration that it is sbsolutely united with

and with the sentiment of the greet people of Ehelico
ted States for the realiszetion of the hope of peacn
and international prosperity.”

In response
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In res to the frenk expression of the ur-
gent necessity that,onee for all,acts toke the plece
of words, conteined in resident Hoosevelt's message,
Mexico promises the ilmmediete realization of deeds,
whieh, although directly releated to continentel po-
liey, form pmogr the joint pro of normalizing
inte national eobperstion end whieh supply proof
that 1t is in favor of 1%, withous mental reserve-
tions or diplomatic suspieions,

1t is %o bs desired, for the immediate future
of humanity end of oivillsation, that a1l nations se-
oept, In the seme spirit es thet demenstrated by lexico,
the elevated end freternel message sent by iresident
Roosevelt, and that it provide s point of departure for
& De® era, in whieh good understanding end an effective
sentiment of humen soliderity shall be substituted for
the deaf egoism and the soarcely disguised hostility
which now chereeterizes the relstions between the most
representative states of Zurope.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Méxioo, June 5, 1933,

PERSONAL,

Dear Franklin:

On the day that Pani left for London, my wife and
I were guests at the Pani home at a luncheon, at which
other members of the delegation and Dr, Puig, Minister
for Foreign Affairs, were present, Mr, PamI lives in
one of the very old and beautiful houses built in another
aga, French tapestries adorn the walls, with pictures
of historie interest, some by noted artists. "r, FPmi
1s an art connoisseur”, said a guest to my wife, who
turned to Mr, Penl and said: "I hear you are not only a
connoisseur of art but also in many other things",

"No, sefiora, I em a connoisseur in only one thing:
my ohildren”,

All the seme, he was pleased to be regarded as a
connoisseur, He 18 regarded here as an able financier,
with muoh shrewdness and capacity to carry out his poli-
cles, In inner cireles here he is not regerded as beirmg
ag favorable to silver as Minister Puig, President Rod-
riguez or General Calles, As a matter of fact, it was
these three who insured the naming of Mr, Constantino
Ferez Duarte, an ardent advooate of silver remonetization,
on the London delegation, It ies generally believed
here that Mr, Pani did not wish him on the delegation,
One gentleman said to me: "It was believed, however
that it was better to let Mr, Perez Duarte go to Lan&nn
then to be pressing his views here in Mexico",

Speaking of the outecome of the London Conference to
me at the luncheon, end asgain at the train when I went to
see him off, Mr, Pani said: "I am something of a pessi-
mist as to the outocome at London",

Speaking

The Honorable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House
Washington, ﬁ.c.
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Speaking of "seeing him off" as he started on his
Journey, it is the custom here, rarely honored in the
breach, when a men or woman starts on a trip, for the
femily and friends to gather at the train to say "good-bye".
It is quite a funotion. TWhen Mr, Fani left, a orowd of
at least a hundred gathered - all his relatives, offi-
clals of the Department over which he presides, other
guhlia officiels, and representatives of the Diplomatio

orps,

"Why do you suppose so many people gather at the,
train to see one leave on a journey?"lasked the fiance

of Mr, Pani's daughter,

He enlightened my ignorance., "It is", he said,
with a smile, ™a relic of the old times when a Journey
was perilous, His friends kmew he might be done away
with by bandits or enemies, or the flood, or some disaster
might ccour, so he would never come back, It is a way of
saying 'guui-byi‘fnrnvur' in case the traveller never
returned®,

In the case of Mr, Panl, the papers made much of
his geing and of his reception in Washington., He greatly
appreciated your ocourtesies. Mrs. Pani told, with her
eyes gleaming, that you and Mrs, Rocsevelt acoccmpanied
Mr, FPeni to the door and were "so nice and so gracious",

After telling me he wes a pessimist as to achieve-
ment at London, Mr, Panl said: "It is not easy to secure
cocperation with European countries. They have their
problems which differ from those that concern the govern-
ments on this continent. 0f course we hope to come to
world agreements on trade and currency to permit better
world trade, But 1f Eurcpean countries are not reedy to
gooperate fully with us, then our duty is plain: The
countries on this hemisphere - the scene of future world
greatness - must get together and work in concert for
mutual advantages by trade and curréncy agreements",

Singularly enough, two deys later, when Dr, Fuig
was lunching quietly with me at the Americen Embassy, he
saild thet if Buropesn countries were so straight-laced
and nationalistio that they were not ready to aot with
all nations for the tearing down of barriers of trade,
the only thing left for the countries on this continent
was to secure a working egreement for mutuesl adventages,
I am sure Dr, Pulg and Mr, Panl had not collaborated on
the subjeoct, They came independently to the feeling
that if the London Conference failed, the door would be

open



open for ocloser arrangements of all Pan Amerioca,

I find that Dr, Puig is looking forward with great
interest to the Pan 4American Conference to be heldd this
fall at lontevideo, I have some views as to that Con-
ference, about which I have communicated with Seoretary
Hull, and will take up with you efter Congress ad journs
and you are free to think in terms less than the fate of
the whole wide world,

A few days before Dr., Fulg came to the Zmbassy to
lunch, he sent word to me by Counselor Arthur Bliss Lane
that he wished to have a talk quietly at his home or at
a restaurant, I invited him to lunch at the Embassy,
supposing that he wished to go further into the diseussien
of the way to arrive at an en bloc settlement of the lorng
drawn out question of the hundreds of millionsof dollars
of claims, But he did not mention eclaims, talking rather of
world problems in which Mexico is deeply interested, par-
tioularly as to freer trade and the larger use of silver,
and to gossip unoffiecielly about other matters. He
speaks English well and is an interesting man, He was
in his youth a journalist, but, like you, he fell from
grace end embraced ancther profession, He practiced
medicine three years in Albugquerque, He was once in
jeil during a revolution, He has been Ambassador in
Spein and France also, I think, He is an authority on .
Latin Amerioca, He has humor, and he keeps posted with
things Amerioan,

You know the Postmaster General has excluded "Time™
from the meails in this ecountry because of an article on
General Celles, attributing the lack of a known father
this influential Mexican political leader and "father of
the National Reveolutionary Perty", Here the liberals
boast that they stand for revolution. In the United
States the people lest November voted for revolution,
but we shy away from the word "revolution", whereas here
the dominant party boasts of being revolutionists, while
not as revolutionary in some things as we are, The te
"Revolutionary Party™ attracts those who hate the old Diaz
and Huerta forces, even same who think the present govern=-
ment has not been as zealous to carry out its promises for
"Land and Liberty™ es wes promiged, In accordance with a
communication from the State Department, I spoke to Dr,
Puig about the exclusion of "Pime™ fram the mails in this
country., I gathered that the order was issued by the
Fostmaster General, a kinsmen of General Calles, who
naturally felt affronted that "Time™ should advertise
Calles as being born out of wedloeck when such is not the
case Dr, Puig sgreed to take the matter up with President
!ﬂlriguul, in fact had intended to do so on Friday, but

the



the Fresident was not well and postponed the meeting to
a later date.

Dr, Puig hes done everything possible to make my
welcome cordial and my coming asceptable, Last week, at
8 reception given to my wife at the 4merican Club, in a
speech over the radio, Dr, Fulg related a conversation
that I know will interest you, as it has to do with your
administration, After bringing ™a gordial salutation®
to Mrs, Daniels from President Rodriguez and his wife,
whom he had the honor to represent, he said: "The rela-
tions between Nexico and the United States are perhaps
more cordial tham ever before™, He then said:

"I cannot but recall in this connection a con-
versation which I overheard a few days before Fresi-
dent Rocsevelt took offiece, A Mexican and an Ameri-
can who, for different reasons, felt themselves pro-
foundly dissatisfied both with the revolutionary
Governments of Mexico, the present one, naturally,
among them, and the Demooratio Administretion which
was to succeed the Hoover Administration in a few
days, were talking together at a sociasl funetion.

In their personal enmity towerd both govermments,
they were saying, the American gentleman spesking
first: "I would be capable of forgetting everything
and even of feeling myself & friend of the Mexiocean
Govermment if it were true that it is going to have
difficulties with the Democratiec Administration”, to
whioh the Mexicam replied: "The same with me., I
could feel myself a friend of the Demoorats if they
would cease to be friendly with this revolutionary
Government of Mexico",

"I smiled, 4nd when, in order to confirm their
hopes of disagreement between the new American ad-
ministration and the revolutionary Government of
Mexico, they said that Mr, Morrow had died and ex-
Presldent Coolidge alsoc, and that ambassador Clark
and President Hoover were leaving publie offices not
to return for some time if they returned at all, good
friends of Mexico every one and guarantees of cordial
relations between the two countries, I simply kept on
smiling because I recalled that, Ihilu it is true, as
once sald by Visoount Ishii, the distinguished Japa-
nese statesman at present v{nlting your eountry to
oconfer with President Roosevelt, that "it is 1dle to
gontinue counting the age of dead children,™ alluding
to the uselessness of eclinging to things of the pas ,
I realized that it is not dead children but sctusl

and



and living things which now and always will unite
lMexico and the United States; common interests, com-
mon needs and realities also, and, finallp;idaaia
inereasingly similar, strikingly set forth since
before the inauguration of President Rocsevelt in

his admirable book "Looking Forward”, in which are
laid down doctrines and measures of a social system
very similar in aims and purposes and even in proce=
dures to those of the Mexiocen Revolution,

"For this reason, ladies and gentlemen, the
change of adninistration not only did not signify m
estrangement or a coolness, but, on the contrary, it
has strengthened the bonds which must each day become
stronger and eloser and more enduring, For this
reason, also, as a netural result of the ™new deal"
of the new politiecal and soceial plen which is being
developed in the United States, there has come to
us a mean of liberal views like Ambassador Daniels,
The most I can wish and the most I can sBay on the
cccasion of this festivity given in honor of Ambassa-
dor and Mrs. Daniels by the iAmericean Colony is that
the American Colony may find the ambassador and his
wife as delightful as we have found them,"

I teke it Dr. Puig will talk of the claims later,
He has directed his assistant to talk of the details with
8 member of the Imbassy Staff, When they have threshed
out some of the matters, he will ask a conference, I
will keep you posted,

My wife and I are greatly disappointed that Krsa,
Rocsevelt eould not extend her western trip to Mexiaeo
City this month, She agrees to do so later. Her
coming would meke us happy and be benefisial to the
relations between the two countries,

My wife joins me in love,
Affectionately your friend,

Wb



PsF T eyied

EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

México, June 6, 1933, ~ °

SONAL

Dear Franklin:

If you ever desire to use some ouss worde that are
not hackneyed, I will give you a few out of my experience,
A letter came to the Embassy to-day from a party who had
desired us to take some aotion which it did not seem we
had authority to take, and when we asked this party to
submit proof before we could pass upon the matter, the
anawer ceame that what we asked for would require the
party to submit to "an illegal, unconstitutionsl, tyranni-
oal, destructive, bad, confiscatory and usurping aect",

If you want to say anything rough about anybody, you
can quote that as a Mexican way of giving strong ex-
pression without using any resl ouss waords,

Faithfully yours,

Jrepon ol

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D,.C.




Méxiua, June 1, 1933,

" ; / T:,'_"F m 'un.:lle_..:_
EMBASSY OF THE
> ' UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PERSONAL,

Dear Franklin:

If 1 were to write you every time you do something
thet makes me wish to say "Bravo™, you would not have
time to do the big things that are characterizing your
administration. Instead of taking up so much of your
time, I drop & line now and then to some Senator or
Representative congratulating the Demcerats in Congress
Tor stending firmly behind the progressive (should I
not rather say revolutionary?) policies which have been
set in motion since March 4th,

Some of my Congzressional friends (only a few) have
not been as enthusiastic as they should be. 1In fact,
some of our Southern Democrats, who have been too near
the power and high tariff influences than was wise, have
had to gag several times before they swallowed the Hoose-
velt medicine, This was particularly true as to Muscle
Shoals and regulation of industry, But most of them
swallowed it down and concealed their wry faces, I was
troubled when a North Carolina Senator failed on.some
important measures and wrote him saying: "We must hang
together, or we will hang separately™. I hope our North
Cerolina delegation will back you up one hundred per cent,
but you know the power companies have too much influence in
North Cerolina and some of our Demcoratiec leaders in the
State are too close to these interests which exploit the
pecple, Ais a matter of fact, while you were opposing
gontrol by power in New York and Washington, it is a sad
feet thet in North Carolina the publiec agencies were let-
ting the power companies levy ratea on & claimed invest-
ment of $275,000,000, while paying taxes on about one
third of that amount, &

e
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The fact that most of the money from the Duke Power
Company goes to the support of Duke University (Methodist),
Furmen (Baptist) and Davidson (Presbyterian), and to pay
$l a dn{ for the care of all indigent patients in all
hospitals in both Carclinas, and to the support of all
orphanages, enlists support from influential quarters to
oppose any reduction in the high rates charged, The
Dukes put about thirty million dollars in the Duke Iower
Company and earn dividends on one hundred million dollars,
The Carolina Fower Company (owned by the Electrie Bond
and Share Corporation of New York) a few years ago issued
twenty million dollars worth of what you properly called
"phantom stook™ and they charze rates to earn dividends
on the water.

But you know more how utility companies operate than
I dos Insull was but the biggest plunger, but nelther
worse in principle nor better tham the others.

I am glad you are making some chenges in the Federal
Trade Commission, I think highly of Mr., Davis, Fresi=-
dent WMilson's idea in coreating that Commission was to
prevent monopoly. He did not wish to wait until a trust
hed beoome powerful and then try to sonviet it for viocla-
tion of the Sherman Law, He said business ought to know
what it could do legally. He wanted a legal body crgenized
on the theory of "an ounce of preventicn is better tham a
pound of cure®, McReynolds and Garrison, "black letter
lawyers™, opposed Mr, Wilson's idea and thought the old
way of walting for violation of law, before acting, was
the only one, It was such positions as that, held by
MoReynolds and Garrison and like lawyers who wership at
the feet of the God of Precedents, that made Mr, Wilson
impatient af what he called "the legalistic obstructions
to justice”,

Futting new blood into the Federsl Trade Commission
is gratifying. 0f course, as you know, the World War
dislocated afl regulatory proceeses at Washington, Big
Business got in the saddle and has been riding hard ever
sinoce. Harding mede the Pedersl Trade Commission a refuge
for the trusts, more the#® defender than protector of the
people. It was not until Walsh forced an investigation
into the cperations of the Fower Trust - buying newspapers,
subsidizing colleges and the like - that the Federal Trade
Commission did anything to earn 1ts salt after Wilson's

day.

Then, under the direction of the Senate, it put an
able lawyer to work, and discreditable disclosures were

brought
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brought to light, But even then, up to dete, no investi-
gation has been made of the Duke Fower Company (Duke was
associated with Mellon in Canadian power oompenies) or
some of the other big companies whioh need "pitiless
publicity™, As you change the personnel of thet Com=-
mission, I hope you will instruct the members to push the
power investigationm, I understand they claim they laock
the money, If that is so, they ought to call off em-
ployees engaged in inconsequential investigations, and
conoentrate on Power investigation, so you and the ocountry
will have a clear ploture of how much cash money has been
invested in the big utility companies and how much
"phantom stock™ has been issued,

In the Morgan disclosures you have, of course, ob-
served that most of the velvet came from utility shares
in the companies where the concern was caught red-handed
in favoritiém, Wheo paild the ten millions of "rake-off"
that the Morgans made? People who used power and light -
a burden on industry end families beyond any Justifiocation,

The disclosures that men holding high place in the
banking world, making big profits, were evading paying
income tax, is a national acandal, If Al Capone should
be in prisen for failure to pay inccme tax, why should
the over-rioh who evade just taxes be running at large?

In this conneoction, it heartened the world when you
told Chairman Fletcher "to go to the bottam™, I wrote
Fletcher (an old friend) a confidentisl letter of congra-
tulation. I am sure if Mr, Woodin will investigate, he
will find that many other favorites have escaped paying
income tax, The big refunds given Steel and 0il and
like ocompanies, if probed by experts like Fecora, would
reveal much more rottenness in the Treasury Department
then was even disclosed in Demmark, The speotacle of
goores of defeated Congressmen settling in Washington
and using their "pull" to meke big fees by securing tax
reductions and refunds has been nothing short of a national
scandal, I hear scme prominent Demccorats, hoping for
like big fees and commissions, are opening offices in
Washington,

In this connection, 1 am sure you have in mind, as
soon a8 the international and other preseing blg things
give you opportunity, to direct a study of the present
intricate income tax laws., They need to be made so plain
that our average business man may make out his tax return
without employing costly experts and lawyers who fatten
by reason of the present intricacies in the law and its
operation. Nothing would be more popular than a simpli-
fication of the law, and it would reduce the evasions and

increase



inorease the revenues.

I observe that the Treasury Department dismissed the
representative of the Department who passed on Mitchell's
income tax returns, A wholesale dismissal of employees
who have been blind to the evasions by men in high posi-
tions, to be replaced by diligent, honest men, in sympathy
with your policies, will be well received and will in-
orease the needed revenues. I do not believe a govern-
ment can funotion well unless its agents are in hearty
acoord with its edministrative polioy. Andrew Jackson
went too far in "to the vietor belong the spoils"™, but
Jefferson had the better idea as to appointments, when
he wrote to Dr, Barton in 1802:

nThe republicans have been excluded fram
all offices from the first origin of the division
into republican and federalist, They have a
reasonable claim to vacancies till they occupy
their due share,"

History repeats itself, Demoorats have been ex=-
oluded since 1921, Worse than thet, Republicans who
wished a square deal have also been excluded in favor of
the proteges of privilege. I know you will wisely chemge
that situastion in all departments. It is a big task,

I would go & little further than Jefferson and oreate
vacancies by removing those put in by political gconsidera-
tions by your Republicen predecessors and name in thelir
places in important positions, wherever the appointment
is not under oivil service laws, those who are keen to see
your Administration successful, Fartisans of your prede-
cessors will not be keen to execute your policies.

In connection with the Morgen investigation, it seems
fortunate that our friend Carter Glass is not Secretary of
the Treasury. He is able and honest and I hold him in
high esteem, However, he is ean individualist to the nth
degree. In the Morgan matter, I think unconsciously he
is influenced in his eriticism of Pecora by his high regard
for Mr, Leffingwell. You may recall that when Glass
(then Secretary of the Treasury) resigned to accept appoint-
ment to the Senate, he urged Wilson to appoint Leffingwell
as Seoretery of the Treasury, He said that he was the
best man for the place, and he is & high class man. I
went to see Mr, Wilson end urged him to name a Demoorat
who was interested primarily in the success of his adminis-

tration
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tration end in the continuance of the Democratic Farty
in power, Glass was disappointed that 7ilson did not
scoept his recomrendations for Leffingwell, who later
went with Morgen, thereby showing he was not deeply
concerned with policies to put an end to favoritism or
privilege. Glase knows nothing of teem work, and it
is better for him and for you thet he remain where he
feels team work is not required.

s

I am glad to see Senator Couzens is going to London
as the Republican member, He has independence and
courage, and wears no man's collar,

7ith my affectionate regards and congratulations
on the great achievements of your administration in its
firast few weeks, I am, as ever

Faithfully yours,




EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Méxioo, June 8, 1933,

PERSONAL, «}JW
) " .

Dear Franklin:

I had it ooming to me, I guess, but to-day I exper-
ienced the worst jJolt since I reached Mexico,. Going
from the Ghancery to the Embassy for luncheon, my wife met
me with a copy of a paper containing your address de-
livered at Annapolis (we are about a week behind in real -
ing the papers from home), "I have often told you"™, she
said, "that if you did not quit meking long speeches, it
would bring you trouble™,

Of course I knew she inferred that, having to listen
to my long speeches, had brought her to weariness of
the flesh,

"What are you talking about now?"™ I asked her,’

"The worst I had long feared has happened, This
paper says that upon the occasion of his recent visit
to the Naval Academy, the President of the United States
told the graduates and the Naval officers and their as-
sembled relatives that on one occasion when he attended
June week exercises he had to listen to your leong speech
before you presented the diplomas, He added that it
was s0 long and dull that he fell into slumber fram
whioh he had to be rudely awakened, I am mortified
to think that the President of the United States in a
publie address should feel it a duty to give you such
& severe rebuke, I guese you will never again infliet
& long speech on any audience,™

She kept such a straight face that I said: ™You
are joking"™,

"If you don't believe me, lock at the paper.™
I did so, and of course saw, es the Raleigh man said

on

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.



on the witness stand, you were ™a naming of no nemes"™,
I sald to her that she had misrepresented Fresident
Roosevelt's speech, for he did not refer to me at all,

"Yes, he did, I remember when he was present one
June week when on a hot day you made a very long speech,
It oould have been no other time that he fell asleep,
for I'd have gone to sleep myself if I had not been your
wife, I think you ought to write to the President and
thenk him for his meroy in not calling your name, It
was most considerate in him not to menticn the date or
give the name of the speaker who put him to sleep™,

Is a man's wife always his best friend?

I liked your Annapolis speech, The need of a gradmate

of Annapolis is to be a part of the world in which he
lives, The tendency is towerd alocfness or eonfining
their work and interest to men who work for Uncle Sam,
chiefly in the Army and Navy, end in living in eliques.
You gave them the very advice they nesded.

With my affectionate regards,
Falthfully yours, &
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México, June 26, 1933,
——

My dear Mr, President:

There appeared e short time ego am article in EL
UNIVERSAL entitled "Humen Law and Fresident Roosevelt®,
whioh T hed treanslated here, I em enclosing it, think-
ing you might like to see the opinion in which you and
your policies ere held by a prominent writer in this
ecountry., You will observe that he thinks you have
mede an admirable interpretation of the present moment,
and that is the general opinion in Mexico.

With sentiments of esteem and high regeards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,
The Honorable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

The Whita House,
Washington, D,C.

Enclosure.
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June 13, 19238
Mexioco City

(FULL TRANSIATION OF CONTRIBUTED
ARTICLE)

HUMAN IAW AID PRESIDINT ROOSEVELT
By IRNESTO LOZANO G,

The study of Torld History reveals to us thet
Law, more than & philosophic conmcept, is an historie
ooncept, since it 1s Hlstory which describes its
development down the centurles, showingz us how it
ceme into being and how it hes been developing under
the 1lmpulse, often unconsclious, of those who have
pretended to be its ocreators, but who in reality
have been only instruments of the times led by the
irrisistable end inevitable faros of the law of
evolution.

The concept of Law goes beck to the first dawn
of the idea of authority; and it is loglezl to sup-
pose that in the early history of menkind the ar-
bltrery will of this mthority wes the only law
existing, whose decisions and rules were adjuasted
more than to the needs of men to the "rsason" of their
progenitors.

Even todey it is not unusual for the particular
reasoning of thosas who rule or govern to over-rule
the needs of soceclety up to that psychologlosl moment
when the foree of the law of evolution or, in other
words, the sentiments, the predominating ideas and
the sociel conscience, break tradition and esteblish
e new Law according to the acquisitive meens to setias-
fy the collective n=eds,

Down the centuries, human Law has experienced
two radicel revolutions in pblitical and soocial ocus-
toms and treditions. The first of these revolutions,
which undoubtedly was the greatest suffered by the
ancignt world, (teck place when) the Roman Empira,
through the maexims of its Jjurlscomsults, introdused
reforms in the Natural Rights laws, burying in the
graveyard of injustices those perpetual quarrels
between oppressors and the oppressed, thelr simple
methods and their effective sentences becoming uni-
versal (universelizandose) within their singular
ethios, The second reform in Law occourred during
the Freneh Revolution, when all those rights which
the nations tho t lost end which really constituted
the basiec pednoiples of the famous declaratien of the
rights of mean, were won. It is undenisble that the
philosophers of that time led by Rousseau and Diderct
inspired a vigorous movement toward liberty and justioce;

but 1if
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but if,as & result of 1789, juridical wrongs disap-
peared and feudel, monerchical institutions ware
orushed, there arose, on the other hand, by virtue
of a sad humen oondition requiring centuries of
Buffering to remedy, a sovereign and implacable
baur§uuiuiu, and, wth 1t, 1ts negative (su nege-
olon]: the proletariat; both with opposed ideoclo-
cles, with different aspirations, radically unlike
;?g seperated by an abyss in their conpepts of

e,

There is no doubt that between law and ethics
(la moral) there exist easily discernible differ-
Snees which at one time undoubtedly weres confused
in one concept. But in order to illustrate our
vlew on this point, of peramount importeance at
present, it is well and useful thet Wwe should refer
to sources of unimpeachable authority.

LI

"The best Law, the best laws," seys Plato,
"exlst where this maxim is epplied: 'All is com-
mon among friends.'" To Plato, the moral law con-
stitutes the hermony between the eotions of man
and his reason inspired by geod and noble sentl-
ments, reason being understood to be "the faoulty
which we have to find the necessary relations
between objects," as defined by Joly.

Aristotle, whose philosophical doetrine is
dlemetrically opposed to that of Flato, bases Law
end ethics upon an equilibrium of pessions ena upon
Justice a3 a fundemental attribute of all authority,
the exercise of whiech, says Espinosa, "seeks a
pleasure which we might call ethioal. ™

Volteire entertains and becomes involved in
skeptical views of ethies end law, and ooncludes
by affirming that "they are contingent and socoi-
dental ideas exercissd by men according to their
views (msdio de accion).”™ Not so the famous
English philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, who declares
that Law should be in harmony with the esim and oh-
Jeet of humenity: well-being, deolaring that: "the
Tirst object (esipracidn) of man is to Iresarve
himself; the second, is to inorease constantly

nis well-being, "

Samuel Clerk defines Law as "the relations
established by nature itself between all the com-
ponents of the Universe." 4ind, finally, Jeremish
Bentham magestically synthesizes in a faw words
his congept of Law, stating thet "1t is the art
of dirﬁntfng the aotions of men to the end of

produging the greatest amount of happiness,"” To

- Bentham, the mi"*““uﬂf gﬁg i: ker consists in
preventing the olash Z 3 s to the prejudice
of a majority., President Roosevelt expresses identio

ideas in his femous end historical "Pro Peace"” message,
dated Weshington, Mey 16, when he deolared: "Our duty

is to




is to direot things in such e Way as to produce
brectical results by msans of ocongerted action
besed on the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber, Before the imperious call of this great duty,
Petty obstacles and smell designs should be swept
aside and forgotten,"

Sueh fair hopes and bright purposes oherished
(engendredos) by the man et the hesd of the most
powsrful nation in fhe world today impel the thought:
will the coming (proximo) sceiel betterment be a
feot and the ineffable and longed for spirituel and
material peace (descanso) a reality, in spite of
the faet that experience in history proves that so-
clael transformations have elweys taken plece from
beneath and not from above?

"The heppiness, the mwosparity and even the
life of men, women and children inhabiting the world,
will be affected by the decisions socon to be made
by thelr covernments, The improvemsnt of social
conditions, the conservetion of individual buman
rights and the BROADENING OF SOCIAL JUSTICE depend
on those decisions," says President Hoosevelt in
his abovementioned messaze. . hat does this admirable
interpretation of the present moment, especially when
it 1s that of the ohief of the most powerful and the
wealthiest government om earth, signify? It is the
profound consclence of the present sed times; it is
the suprems moment of the centuries, astriking the hour
of the beglnning of & renewal of all human values,
brought sbout by the social needs and distress knook-
ing at ell doors end calling to all minds. This is
the reason, "the impsrious call of this great duty,”
which impels the chief of the North imerican nation
to polnt out new weys for the Law of the countries,
ineffective, decentralized and inhermonious in rela-
tlon to the advanges of scohtamporary solence, tech-
nique and economy.

Very well, If by Law we understand in these
times an equation besed on principles of rsal equality
between all men, the ethics of which are based upon
the prineiple of universel good, singe "whet we amll
want 1s always just end reasonable," scoarding to Lemeneis ,
we doubt very much if from the Disermament and Torld
Economic Conferences will result that Law end, conse-
quently, the well-being (felicidad) whieh our small
world has long weited for and about which President
Rocsevelt is so conserned, The past furnishes us
the key to the future: let us observe that so long as
the Capitalistic State pabsists and endureg e&s s system
absorbing all life, 1t will continue to ba/secular and
fundemental barrier in the realization of any Law of
equelizing tendgnoles, social, political or economio;
because IithoutZEouialisad sconomy Of general mathuduil
exoluding monopblistio minorities, the last battle wi
not have been fought,

lleanwhile
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lMeanwhile, the monster of a hundred heads will
defend itselr iika 8 pursued beest against ell ele-
ments antegonistie to its interests, Daily its
sphere of action grows smaller and its powers of
control are decreased, developing ull its strength
and boldness by means of medieval methods (super-
vivenoias): the "irreplaceebls™ Mussolini end the
"phenomenon" Hitler, united with the imperialistic
chiefs of Wall Strest, They end only they will
be the ones who will bppose, obstruot, question,
or seek to prevent (conoculcar) eny ettempt to
reform the Lew of netions, in order to bring 1t
into hermony with the ethins and sentiments of the
modern world,

Trans, :1C
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Yleanwhile, the hundred-hesded monster will
defend 1tself savegely like & pursued beast ageinst
ell elsments entagonistic to its interests. Dally
1ts sphere of esction is growing smaller and its
powers of control are deoressing, =nd it is develop-
ing all its strength end boldness by meens of medie-
val superventions: the "irreplaceable" Mussolini
and the "phenomenon," Hitler, together with the
imperielis tiec chiefteins of Wall Street, They,
end only they, will be the ones who will oppose,
obstruet, question, or defy (conculoar) any at-
tempt to reform the Lew of netions, in order to
bring i1t into hermony with the ethles and ssnti-
menta of the modern world,

Transleted by
10
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Véxieo, iugust 7, 1933,
| —

My dear Mr, President:

You doubtless saw sane reference to the address
of General Calles upon the very enthusiestio reception
tendered him by thirty-five thousand Mexicens on his
return to the capital of this gountry. He made a
very complimentary reference to ¥ou and your poliecies,
You may have seen it, but in the multiplicity of
matters that are engrossing your ettention, it may have
escaped your notice, I 8m enclosing a copy herewith
and have marked the part in which he made reference to
your adminiatration.

With sentdments of esteem and high regards,

Sincerely yours,
The Fresident,

The White House.

Enclosuras,
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Emelosure No, 1 to despatoh No,. *Lh“ iugust 1,
1933, from the sy at Mexioo Clty.

BOURCE) }L UI'I'IIH?LL‘
]
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(Copy of tramslation of offieclel
version of the speeoh of Oeneral
Pluterce Elies Calles upon his
arrival in the City of Mexieo on
July 30, 19283, as published in

the Emglish Sgotion of EL UNIVERZAL,
July 21, 1933

In the neme of Divisionary Gemersl lLazero Cardenss
gnd in my own, I wish to make patent our thanks to the
workers of the Federsl Distriet md other elements of
the groups of those gathered here, who have taken part
in the demonstration, for the mim of affeetion we
have received.

I kmow that in eiroumstences like the present,
thers exists in the minds of all of you the juestion
of what we think im regard $o the movements of nation-
al 1ife at the present moment| whether politieal, or
soonomie, or what 18 our soelal philosophy. I will
endeavor to enlighten you im regerd to my persomal
idsas on some of these polnts,

A few days sgo the President of the Republiec
with the olesr vision whioh he has of @1l our mation-
sl problems, end begeuse the Netional Hevolutionary
Party is prepering the program of setion of the govern-
ment for the next six years, the I'resident, I say
when lending his eo-cperation for the formetion u!‘
this plan, expressed points of view whioh in my opimn-
ion, we ought to II-EI-

He referred first of sll to the sgrerisn problem,
that is to say, %o that which should solve the eo
of the pessant olasa, and he stteoked the problem fully:
he referred to the necessity whioh the natiom hes to
fulfil the revolutionsry promise to give lends to the
villegers; he referred also tb the questiomn of irrdga-
tion works, which the mation has sterted in order to
golonize netional territoryj he outlined the idea of
the benefits which even the lendowners themselves will
receive by the division of their extensive propertiesj
but he not only attscked the problem of the distribu-
tion of land, but slso he referred to the organisation
of agrioultursl eredit end sgrioultural technique,
things whieli ere so neeesscry for our sgrioulture.

In r:rri to the laber problem, The "resident of
the Mepublie seid: "It is absolutely necessary to reise
the 'stad@ard® of living of the wor rs,” & phruse
whioh has within it great concepts., 10 rglise the stend-
ard of living of the workers means to say that they be
given an opportunity to satisfy their materisl necessi-
ties with grester esse und with greater wall=beingj

that is
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fhat is today, to improve thelr food, to improve
thelr living querters and to become better dressed,
And this is only obteined by ruising the weges of
the workers, for such ¢ firm flght hes been under-
taken, The Fresident of the fepublie also referred,
ir these declerations, to the nmecessity which the
Nation has of knowing how to teke advantage of our
netional resourges for publiec benefit cnd he sald:
"He need to work without utopiss, without mirages,
pleoing ourselves in the true Mesicam positionm,”
All the revolutionaries, pesssnts, workers snd even
the capitalisthe olesses which see in these deelaru-
tions & proteetiom of their interests end & better
distritution of publiec wealth, have received the
deoclarstions of the Fresident with pleesure snd have
lzlllll“ them and ell we revolutioneries beok them
with all our strength. l.l;phuu; }T a

Yive ol Generel Cerdenss

Celles! Vive

It is certein thet these points so wisely point-
od out will be teken into consideration by the Com-
misslon appointed %o form this six years' planm which
the nation desires so grestly; becsuse it is now the
time that the nation should know what it may expeet
from the men of the fevolution, (ippleuse: I%!.!...Il

) Begouse it is mow the time for us

o define ull oourags and with sll sinocerity what
is our 1deoclogyj thut we should know whore we are go-
ing end that the entire Republioc should slso know 1it,
#e have been predicating throuchout the counmtry, and
thies is the ley of the government, that to resch a
state of golleotive nu-hd-t. it is necessury to or=-
ganize cll seotors of the nationsl economy: the sgri-
eultural ssotiom, the industrial sectiom, the commer-
olal seotion and the labor seetion; omly thus, with the
indir control of the natiom over these orgumisations,
will we Wble to meke & more equiteable distribution of
produetion so that esoh may reoceive what ia just and
that whleh iquluul,!]nmupudl to him, (Appleuse.
Yive el Genersl Calles

fe are fece to feoe with obe of the greatest

fallures whioch humenity has experienmced: the ralluse
of the World Eeonomie Conference in lLondon, There,
were ocongregeted the representatives of clmost sll the
peoples of the world to disouss the messures whiech
should be taken with a view to ﬂh‘llnllﬂ the enguished
situation through which millions and millions of prole-
tariens of the universe are pessing., And the first
point of dlsoussion, the monetary question, only served
the a of In:{u the representatives inte inter=-
minable controversies; and it is becsuse the influsnoe
of established intereats was -.'H.z iteelf felt; it is
beosuse the exploiting epirit of the Jews of finance
was imprisoning the minds end consciences of the de

tes. (Applause: 1) The dis-
ntarested and apo a voles o great United
Gtetes Fresldent;, Roosevelt, served for naught., (.p-
plause,) 7he disinterssted co-opsration of Mexico which
was disposed to offer her natursl resources to allaviate
the sufferings of the hungry, served for naught, The

Conference
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Conferene® has failed end humenity rinds itself more
at sea than ever, beommse the only thing whioh ie
olear, is that bloes of nations are being formed to
declare an sconomiec war which must be more disastrous
then armed warfare, I am going even farther; it ep-
pears that there is an attempt to establish e poliey
of a continentel ehatuoter to declare economioc war
from continent to ocontinent, 7“e do not deasire this,
we condemn all who have these ideas in thelr minds
and in thelir oconsolences, beoause the results will
be disestrous, and the great messes of workers of
the world -ui have to suffer the consejuenoes,
Possibly those who desire this war will be those
who are moat affeoted in the end,

The imeriocen continent counts om & great oivili-

sation, with of sedgntifie imnvestigation of
all ll'-III m;-u-a natural resources, with
peas full ﬂi‘ wealth, with meterieals uplbic of

satifying all needs of moderm life; the hearts of
our mountain ranges contuin all the mimerals, con-
tain & wealth of metals and we ocount on -_{hu;
even greater, great territorial reserves where we
may plage our growing population for many eenturies
to ocome,

Let them think well, those who desire a eontin-
ental economio war. #e shall be at our post, but
we must be orgenized in esll economic seetors, in or-
der to save the interests of this continent, so that

the homes of this perous and virgin Amerioce ma
slways hlvhlﬂlf- Great applause,
)y Uxasiteer_cexienes) :



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

México, .ugust 15, 1963,

J *,-)
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My dear Mr, President: k HJ):tifff
General Callas

I recall whet you said to me abou

Just before I left Washington, I have found that you
truly understood the situation in Mexioo and that he

is really the big man of this country. Nothing very
important is done without ccnsultation with him, This
is true of the Fresident, the members of the Cabinet,
end members of the National Hevoluticnary Farty, which
perty dominates the politios end the government of this

s} mlﬂtrri

I had a long oconference with General Calles vestar-
day. It was the first time I hed met him and, in view
of his great influence here, I dictated my recollection
of the econference and his views upon four important
matters: Tirst, the six-year progrem which will be
presented to Congress when it meets in September; second,
the Montevideo Conference; third, the RMadio situation;
end fourth, the matter of claims and em bloo settlement,

I thought you would be interested in this summary,
80 am enolosing herewith & copy of my memorendum of
the conversation. 1% expresses the views of the one
men in Mexico who is in a position to carry out policies

which he favors,
With sentiments of esteem and high regerds, I am,
Faithfully yours,

The Fresident,
The White House,

Enclesura,
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MEMORANDM OF OQONVERSATION
THE AMBASSADOR

Méxieo, sugust lé, 1933,

with Qeneral Celles (in Cuernavaca),

Ghortly efter I arrived in Mexioc I reccived a onr=
dial letter from Ceneral Calles, who was then at Ensenada,
walooming me to Mexico and exjressing a desire to see
me when he returned to Mexioo City,. Later he wrote
8 very kindly letter expressing his approvel of the
utterances made in two of my addresses. On his return
to Mexico City,on July 20th,I wrote him that I would be
very heppy to call et his convenience, He sent me
word that he would see me last weelk, but when the time
osmé he was not well and postponed ;ha angagement,

Last night he sent word that he would be very glad
if I would come to Cuernaveoa to-day.

I went down this morning with General Calles' 1‘1‘1.91:::1r
Mr, Jemes Smithers, Mir, Smithers has been General Calles
partner for many years, sinoe his early deys in Soncra,

On the way down Mr, “mithers gave ll: in answer to
my (ueations, the ltﬂl"{ of Jenerasl Calles' life and of
his, Mr, -‘-'l.i.{hﬂn'. relations with him in the days when
they had & store and ocomnissl on busime se in Sonora and
their clomse relationship during the Revoluticn,

General Calles' new house at Cuernaveca 1s in the
process of construotion. Until it is completed, while
he is staying in Cuernavecs he is at the house of Presi-
dent Rodriguez, a very pleasant, unpraotenticus oottage,

General Cslles received us with great courtesy and ,
with Mr., Smithers acting as interpreter, we had en hour
and e helf conversatlon about publio questions, Unlike
many interpreters, Mr, Sgithers does not wait for & men
to finish what he has to say about & subjeot, bul inter-
prets it word by word - an admirable way of inin.; as I
was certein I was getting exaotly what Cenersl Cellea
said end not some paraphrase of it by an interpreter,
which 1s generally the case. Sometlmes I have inter-
preters wait until a man speaking in Spanish had finished
a five minutes' talk, and then give 1t to me in English
in about & minute., This is very unsati sfactory beom se
you know you are only gett the interpreter® under-
standing of what the man said, Mr. Smithers gave it
sentence by sentence while I wes locking at General Calles
and observing his emphasis, as well as getting his words
through sn interpreter,

Genersl Ceslles hed been reported as very ill, He
looked very well and his looks ied the gossip of his
severe iliness, though Wr, “mithers told me he had lost
15 or 20 pounds in the last six months, and last week

{ hed been out of commission for two or three days from
! some stomeoh disorder, He had to come to Mexloo City

for
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for an X=ray, Of course we did not disouss his illness,
I only expressed my regret that his slight illness delayed
my oslling to pay my respeots, We then plunged into the
discussion of matters and seid nothing further about his
health, I do mot think he wished %o talk about it, and
gertainly I did not.

ifter the emenities, I opened the talk by tellim him
1 hed been reading with great interest the six-year progmmm
about which thz papers hed published soc much both fram
Fresident fodriguez and the interview with him, General
Calles. He was full of it and said thet too often
governments conoern themselves with important projeots and
budgets without a sufficient amount of study and without
practiecal plens for a long peried, He bellieved that in
Mexico there ought to be a long view with refercnce to
soolalizing tndu-tr{, publio servioe, utilities and the
like, and other legislation, so that people ocould know
what to depend upon.

When he hed finished stressing the importance of a
progrem oovering six years, without going into partioculers,
we disoussed the Montevideo Conference. I referred to
the publiocation of the statement that Fresident Rodriguez
had requested him, Minister for Foreign .iffairs Fulg and
Minister of Haolenda Peni to sot as a Board or Commission
to outline Mexico's plan for presentation at the Monte-
video Conference, and asked him how long before they would
have that plan in form, saying that I should like very
muoh to see 1t when it was reedy, and, if agreeabls, I
should like to send it to feshington sc that the Fresident
and Seoretary of State might give 1t careful consideration
before the Delegatiom to the Montevideo Conference left
Washington. He said he would appreciste it very much if
1 would send 1% to Washington, and he would furnish me a
oopy a8 soon as it was ﬁlﬂ.ﬂ. "The fallure of the
lLondon Conference™, he said, "was due to the extreme
nationalism of the Buropean countries end the faot that
the delegates to that Conference from the gold standard
gountries went there with minds made up to agree to
nothing that 4id not oontinue the vileges to the
glasses in those oountries whioh they represented.” IHise
idea was that France and the other gold standard countries
were so adament in their position that it prevented the
success of the Conference along the lines whioh the people
on this hemisphere thought were important.

He spoke rather nrcn?r of Franoe's position which
had done so #uoh to prevent the success of the Conference,
I then esked him if he had heard the story emanating from
London of the conversation between Senator I'ittman and
Minister Honnet, He had not. He ohuokled and lsughed
very heartily whem I told him that the story as it hed
gome aoross the oocean was!t When the Committee met to
geleot a Chairmen, Donnet wanted 1t himself in order to
strengthen the nid standard influence in the Conference.
He opposed Jenator I'ittmean, saying: "We do not want an
inflationist as Chairman n!‘ this Committee®, GSomewhat
nettled by this oritioism, Fittmen 1s sald %o have re-
plied: ®ind we do not n.n{ a repudiationist as Chalrman
of this Committee™,’

After I told this story, General Calles said: "You
know
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kmow Franoce took umbrage to the speech I mede upon my
return to Mexico City, in which I called the Conference
a failure, France sent a very courteous letter to the
Foreign Relations Office oritiecising my statement,”

I told him that Dr., Puilg hed informed me that suoh had
been the case,

"We might as well understand, all of us who live
on this hemisphere”, said General Calleathat this is &
psychologioal m{ for our countries to unite in matters
of oommerce and monetary stabilization. At the Ottawa
Conference Englend secured such trade sgreements between
herself and the colonies of the mother country so that
in effeot the markets of all those countries are olosed
to the produets of North and South .merice exoept for such
products as they cannot obtain in the British Empire,
This oloses the doors to all of us, particularly the
United States whioh manufactures so much that needs for-
eign markets, Not enly that, bu% Great Britain is now,
in advence of the Vontevideo Conference, seeking to get
speolal arrangements with South imeriocan ocountries to
ssoure the lion's share of the trade on those countries,
The gold standard oountries in Europe are making it
impossible for us to trade with them lﬂuntuﬁomﬂr.
Nothing remains, if this ocntinent is to find a return
to prosperity, exoept for all the oountries on this ocon=
tinent to oome to an understending that 1t is to their
interest to mutually trsde with emoh other,"

General Cslles continued: "For example, the United
States fommerly bought praotically all its enequen from
Tuoatan and paid a price for it thet enabled the heneguen
growers to make a prefit., %hat was the meaning of this
mﬂﬂ It was that the people who reised the henequen

8 larger purchesing power, thus enabling them to buy
more goods manufect in the United “tates, whioh afforded
& good markmt for your surplus mamifectured products,

Then some of your people instead of buying henequen from
Tucatan bought it fram South Africe because they oould
get 4% for a freetion of & pound chesper, The result was
to shut off a good market for Americsn produots in Yucatan
without getting a merket for them in South iAfrioca, Great
Britain hed thet market and kept 1t. It would have pail
the United States to have given a freotion more for our
henequen end had our trade, than to buy in South Afrioca.
This is only one instence &: show the value of trade be=-
tween Mexioco and the United States, The seme thing is
true of trade with Central and South Americen oountries,
If we ocan sell to the United itates, Mexico end all the
other Latin imerioan countries will buy frem the United
States, But they cannct buy unless they ocen sell their
products, We must swap our products 1if are to have

a return of prosperity om this oontinent

General Yslles emumetated the three things that he
thought had to be made paramount at Montevideo: First,
interohange of products, whioh he called sconomio}
Second, monetary; Th.‘.r&. oredits,

1 have given above an outline of what he said in
extenso about the importance of swapping products, He
emphesized the fact that neither Mexioco nor the other
countries south of the United tates were developed as

industrial
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industrial countries; that they do not manufacture
muoh and they afford the best snd largest potentisl
market for the surplus manufseturediby the United States,
All these countries he thinks ought %o disouss at Monte-
video end come to some conolusion thet would meke them
independent of Lurope und cement these ocountries together
through inereased commeroe.

Touching upon the second question - monetary, he
said sbout the only think really acocomplished at London
#as the passage of the Fittman Resolution loocking to the
larger use of silver, He enlarged upon his ldea that
the fmmmimtimmxefxixs world was now bullt upon a foundation
not strong enough to hold it up., That is to say, that
dependence upon gold hed given it a flotitiocus velue and
made it high end made ell other produots oheap, so that
a oreditor eculd get two or three times &as much in commo-
dities as he hed loaned im dollars; thet this hed done
a8 muoh as anything else to bring about the penio and
distress in the world. He thinks there is not enough
gold as a basis, and that we ocught to ocome to the fact
that metel IMI.II‘ be the foundatiom of ourremoy and that
we must use silver as well as gold, He thinks the Monte-
video Conferenos ought to take up the monstary queetion
and settle it with a view to inereasing the prosperity o
this continent, He was very sarnest about thias,

In this conneotion General Calles said that one of
the best treatises he had seen on the monetary qus stion
was by Dr. of Derkeley, Californie. I took it
that Dr, ¥napp is a professor et the University of Celifor-
nie, I esked him if he had read the recent articles by
Dr, Irving Fisher of Yale University om the essential
moesslty that meney should represent the average prioe
of commodities, He had not, I told him thet Dr, Fisher
was ooming to Mexico “ity im Cotober to attemd the Inter-
national Confersnoe of =tatisties, and I would write him
and ask him to send his argument ln favor of a currency that
would be a good yardstick rather than the present hard
and fast yardsthok whioh operated to double and treble
the money that debtors had to pay.

I refarred alsoc to Fresident Roosevelt's statement
made on July E24th %o the effect that, "the problem of the
oeredit of the individual was made more difficult because of
another faot. The dollar was a different deollar from the one
with whioch the average debt had been insurred.”™

general Calles then spoke about how the sountries in
Central and South “merics were overburdened with debt, and
some of the debts were ocontracted becesuse oredit was cheap
and speculative bankers were keen to lemd money. For in=-
stance in Feru, where they borrowed money to build a ratiw
road that indl-& abruptly at the foot of a mountain and
was of very little value to the oountry. "They did not
need it" he said, "and they oannot pay for i%." If these
gountries are to be restored to good conditiomns, General
Celles thought that the Montevideo Conference ought to try
to find a way to have a moratorium for their debts for
five years. He enlarged cn that subjeot, elaborately,
showing that he hed given 1t great consideration. He

spoke
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.ﬁh of how Franoe and other Europeen nations have repu=
diated their debts, or are refusing %o pay them, al though
they were far better able to meet their obligations than
the Central and South “mericen countries. If & moratorium
or delay in the paying of their debts by these Central

and South American countries who had suffered so much
oould be reached, he thinks it might have a good effect
with refearence to the debts owed by European countries o
the United States. His idea was that if a moratorium was
given to the Fan smeriosn oocuntries for five years, the
Turopean debtor nations might ask for @ eimilar moraetorium,
"By that means”, said the General with e chuokle, "these
European oountrlu would be acknowledging thelr iuht, whioh
they now seem unwilling to do." A universal postpone=-
ment of five years for all debts would be a good thing

he tm“ﬂ-‘-

The burden of all his talk along this line was that
there never had been & time when everything wes so propi=-
tious for unity between all the Fen imerican countries,

1 then expressed my regret that the Hadic Conference
hed failed to seocures any agreement as to broadoastin
stations in the United States eand in Mexioo. He sai
he was not very familiar with thet and esked me what hed
happened in the Conferemoe, I told him that the impasse
was due to the feot that Mexloo demanded 12 exclusive
ohannels and the United . tates offered 3 exolusive
ohannels and other brosdoasting whioh they said would
be equivelent in sll $o & exolusive channels, but the
United States coupled it with the statement that the
sountries ought to agree that there should be no stations
on the border im Mexico brosdomsting in English in the
United “tates, and that the United -tates cught not to
have any lntlonl on the border in the United Ctates broad=
casting in Spanish in Mexico. I mentioned the fact that
the United States felt very kee that Dr. Brinkley
ought not to be allowed the use ‘& station in Mexioo
to oarry on his propsgends in the fhited States. "Dr.
Brinkley" said Genersl Calles, "I kmow about him, he is
a charlatan”, General Calles expresaed the opinion that
oné trouble about an agreement with the United States
was that thers were a0 many vested interests in broadoast-
ing in the United States, whioh militated against an agree=
mant.

"The air ought to be ocontrolled by the Govermment”
he said, "There is only so muoh of 1%, and 1t ought to

be used for educaticnal and soolsl purposes and not Pomtrdlal for

gommeroial, The United States did nmot do this at the

" time when it might and is no¥ embarrassed by the amount

of money invested im radio by privete parties. Mexioco
is not so embarrassed and might very well make radio a
government monopoly.®

In this conneotion General Onlles spoke about how
when Fresident Roosevelt wished to get a message over to
the Amerioan people he used the redio end resohed many
more hundredes of thousande of people them he oould have
reached in the prese, and intimated that the radioc was
golng to put the press out of businesa or dinimize its
power and influence, I told him theat thet predietion

hit



hit me between the eyes, that I was a publisher end 1 did
not see how I oould make a living if the radio put the
newspapers out of business, We both laughed about that,
of course, He then said thet redic is a great educational
influence and should be mede more end more a socisl in-
fluenoe, and in order to do this the govermment would

have to have more control over it.

e talked them about the sugzested en bloo settle-
ment of the olaims pending between Mexioco and the United
gtates, He said he hed always thought there ought to be

subh & settlement, but 1% ought %o be maede upon suoh terms
as would enable the debtor nation to pay. A settlement
that did not have that result would not be very good,
In view of the fsot that the olaims commissions had heen
at work ten years and had acoomplished very little, he
suggested that if the money spent on the claims comrissions
oould be used toward paying the olaims, it would not
take very many years to pay off the olaims, He said
that if the olaims oommissions continued, the lawyers
would be getting the money instead of the claimants,
I told him that 1t looked to me,mxm if the process of
ad justment of these olaims oontinued at the snail-like
gzwul of the past ten years, that he and I would both

in heaven fifty years before a final settlememt was

reached. This seemed to amuse him very muoh, and I added:
"I think we will both go to heaven if we reform," With
a smile he said: "That is too far in the future”.

General Calles weas very enthusiastio in his praise
of the courage and vision of Fresident lioosevelt, He said
he was following the policies being pursued in the United
Otates with mueh interest and he believed that the time
hed oome when publio men ocught %o ocouragecusly blaze new
trails, I will not quote eral Jalles' words about
Fresident foosevelt, as I do not remember them exactly,
but his faith in the "New Deal"™ was very apparent and
he said Mexico and the United States were working slong
somewhat similar lines. "The basis of everything" he
said, "in govermment is to see that every man seoures his
fair proportion of all national weslth whioh he helps to
create”, 1 told him that he evidently believed as I
did, that the whols basis of ermment must rest upom
the dootrine enunolated by Jefferson of "Equal rights to
all, and speoial Erlﬂl-p to none", and he said that
that was his faith, but thet the governments had negleoted
ix too long to seocure this equality and justioce,

At this junoture hies small som toddled in aml kissed
his father and used the one Inglish term that you find
everywhere in Mexieco "okay".

After a mutual exohange of expressicns of friendship,
I said goodbye. The General went to the door with me
and summoned a man to give me his raincoat sec I would not
get wet golng to the car,

JOSEBFHUS DANIELS,
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Memorandum for Ambassador Danlels: (Dictated to a stenographer
at the Embassy by lir.
Frank Tannenbaum, )

I had a long talk with President Cédrdenas thig
morning about the religious situation in Mexico and
its political Tepercussions in the United States.

President Cdrdenas sald that he wanted to be just
as helpful as he possibly could and was anxious to do
everything that would ease the situation as I described
it to him, His own difficulty lies in the fact that
he has to wailt until he can get new governors into the
States, before he can get any effective change of
Poliey in church matters, He hoped to be able to
clear the situation up in most of the States within
the next two or three months, as a number of new £overnors
are taking office within that time,

We talked about the situation in Veracruz, and he
said that as soon as the new governor is in, which he
hoped would be within two months, the churches would be
opened egain in that State,

He also told me that in the case of the State of
Sonora, where the churches have been closed for a number
of years, the new governor 1s getting ready to re-
open them,

He expressed the great est admiration for President
Roosevelt and said that so far a8 he was concerned what-
ever he ecould do to be helpful he would do.

México, D.F. August 21, 1938,

VE.



FsF Merice

México, September 18, 1933

My dear Mr, President:

One of the best editorials that has apreared on
the relationship between Mexico end the United States
in recent months was in the issue of the 5t. Louis
Post-Dispatch of August 31lst and was sent to me by
Clark MoiAdems of the editorisl staff of that paper,
Mr, MoAdems suggested that I send it to General
Calles. I have also sent & copy of it to President
Rodriguez because Mr. McAdams better than anyone else
has sensed the "growing intellectual fellowship
between the United States and its neighbors"”. I
know how busy you are and presume you have not seen
this editorial and that you would like to read it.

With sentiments of esteem and high regerds, I em,

?ary! incerely yours,

The President,
The White House.



EDITORIAL IN ST, LOUIS POST-DISFATCH of August 31, 1933,
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UNCLE SAM AS AN EXEMPLAR.

More than one foreign cbserver has agreed with Lloyd
George that the outcome of our imerican experiment will
profoundly impress all civilization. Mr, Wells' prophecy
that ours would also be a new world of ideas illustrates
the widespread expectation of us.

Among others, the Mexican people have thelir eyes on
the United otates, They are in trouble, Theirs is no%,
in all respects, the same trouble that we are in, They
are a much more agricultural people, end the tempo of life
is not so accelerated there as it 1s here. Nevertheless,
they are in trouble, and they would like %o get out of 1it,

The recovery plan in the United States eppeals to them
as a practiceble means, Mexico is therefgre epplying 1t
to her own ills, President Abelardo Hndrigunz has asked
the Governors of the 19 Mexican states to jolm the central
Government in a six-year recovery plem, which has as its
object an inorease in consumption. They are asked to
esteblish a minimum wege and a shorter work day to restore
the purchasing power of the people. In a country where
low wages, approximating humsn slavery, have been a custom
for centuries, this is neturally scmething of an about-face.

Six Governors have thus far consented, That the idea
will enjoy a fair test goes without saying Behind any
Mexican Govermment stands Gen. Fluterco Ellas Calles, of
whom the late Dwight W. Morrow said, "He would be a great
men in any country.® We mey be sure that Gen. Calles
knows all about the american experiment., Nor can we be
insensible to the compliment that so able a statesman and
politiocal economist should think enough of it to adopt 1t
in his own country.

With all other forward-looking persons, the General
realizes that Mexico cannct slways half-barefooted;
thet she must rise to a higher level of life; that she
must become a great deal more self-sustaining than she
has been; that she must rely more upon her domestic economy
and less upon the international economy; that she must not
mﬂrulzhgrnduni her own raw meterials, but that she must
more more roduce her own manufactures. This is the
way in whioch the whole world is going, and so knowing e
men as the great Mexican Solon would be among the first to
gset Mexico's feet in the right direction.

Freaident
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President Hodr{guuz is scmewhat more optimistie than
our own President Roosevelt. Mr. Roosevelt is always
gareful to have an anchor to windward. He is not sure
we will succeed; not too sanguine of the ocutecome; not
blind to the pitfalls between the old deal and the new;
not unmindful of the power of custom and the tenacity of
privilege,.

Not so the Mexican President. Following the counsel
of his one-man Brain Trust, he has weighed every anchor
and crowded on all sail, Like Columbus, his every
answer to feint-heartedness is, "Sail on and on.™ FHere
is what he says of the recovery plan:

Our scheme of recovery is not Utopian.
It is practical, and we are resolved to make
it work, It is, of course, axiomatio thet if
war kers are pa:l.é. more, their stendards of living
improva, misery disappears, they buy and consume,
and the circle is completed. ITf employers will
co-operate, we will realize this goal of cur own
free will, It cannot be delayed longer, We must
and will act for wage increases, better working
gconditions and inoreased buylng power,

Oone of the interesting things about ocur time is the
growing intellectual fellowship between the United States
and its neighbors. Ve were never so close to Ceneda,
never so friendly with Mexica, It is not inconceivable
that these three great areas, perhaps the most favored
upon this mundane sphere, may in time constitute an
econcmic unit,. More than one prophet is saylng that =mme-
thing of the sort is on the laps of the gods, The possessors
of & continent inoredibly enriched by nature, and separated
from the rest of the world by the wide seas, why should
they not show the world a better way of life?

apinrontlr'ﬁexiuu thinks they can do so, We give
her hail,

LR N



/ RN México, Ootober 13, 1933,

PERSONAL, ) ./’ } P

Dear Franklini

Does the President of one Republie teke interest in
the recreation and opinions of another?

I had en eopportunity at the week-emd to Jjudge the
President of Mexico at olose range, You have observed
how muoh pecple are interested in the Chief Executive of
a country, in ell he does and says, I suppose it some~
times goes to such a length that the inoumbent of the
offioce is denied the quiet and privaocy whioh he naturelly
would seek, President Wilson never understood why a citi-
zen should wish to visit the White House or shake hends
with a President, He had never desired to do either, I
remember that he spoke with epproval of the fect that his
seoond wife had never gone to a White House reception or
desired to do so before she became its mistress. You -
went to the White House very early. I reocall your tell-
ing me that upon your first visit, your father having taken
you as a small boy to see Mr, Oleveland, Grover put his
hand on your head and said: ™I have one wish for you,
little man, It is that you will never be President™,

That must have been one of his bad deys when he oomplained
that he "had Congress on his hands"™, At any rate, his
wish did not ocause you to shun the post, and I am sure
that even with all its strain, you do nos regret having
the opportunity to render high servioe in your important

poet,

Some time ago Mrs. Rodriguez told my wife that as soon
as the rainy season permitted travel on the eountry roads,
she and the President wished us to with them in the
country where we oould see how the farmers lived and what
was being dons by the Govermment in helping in the improve-

ment
The President,
The White House,



ment of agrioulture, There are many portions of Mexico
where the farmers still use wooden plows end carry on
their operations in the most primitive weys., On Saturday
morning, in response to the President's invitation, we
went %o Chapultepec Castle (sounds like royalty, doesn't
1%?) to start on the trip that had been planned. It was
& beautiful u: and we traveled all the morning through
the oountry made historie by the revolution headed rirst
by Hidalgo and then Morelos, the priests who raised the
nzr.:fnnn the tyranny of sh rule, En route we

au to look at the monumemt erected to the memory of

dalgos It recalled a story related by en American
diplemat. During the eritieal days whéen the ohurches ware
all elosed, Father Burke of Washington, representing the
Oatholio Churech, Ambassador Morrow end General Calles held
& quiet oonference on a ship in the harbor at Verasrus,
None of them, it seems, wished news of the conference to
beoome publie, In the course of the conversation, Father
Burke (you know what charm he possesses, for he hl]'.p-d
us seleot Catholio chaplains for the Navy) said that it
should be remembered by General Callss and the Revolutionay
Party that the first voioe raised for Mexiocan independemoce
was by a Catholie priest, Father Hidalgo,.

“Yes, I know", replied General Calles, "but the
Oatholie Chureh excommuniocated him,"™

"He was excomminicated”, said Father Burke, *because,
oontrary to !:I.l vows of oeli » Hidalgo was the father
of ohildren,

General Calles replied: "If all the priests of that
day who were the fathers of shildren had been excommunioated,
there would not have been enough left to earry on the work
of the Chursh,™

Whether true or no$, the story is a gocd ons. It is
said Ambassador Morrow teotfully turned the conversation
into other ohannels, whioh later helped to secure a plan
by whioh prieats were registered (they had refused to obey
the law to register along with lawyers and men of other
gn:runm] end a given number of priests were permitted

0 offieiate in the ochurches.

The firs$ objeotive of the trip was the Govermment
ioultural Sohool near Tenanoingo. It is one of a number
of such sohools in the republie whioh Were established by
General Calles and his successors to train boys from the
farms in modern agrioulture, We saw boys using tractors,
and there were fine cattle and hogs and ohiokens,

President
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President Rodr{guez said it was the hope that these
farms would become uu-:uipnnmg. You know from ex-
z:riuu in New York how illusory is that hope, After a

o=year course at the agricultural sohool these boys are
expeoted to return to the farms and show other fammers how
much more profitable it will be to adopt modern me thods,
4% this sohool alse all teachers who are to tesch in rural
sohools ere given training in ferm methods. Their 1des
is thet no one will be given & place to teach in a rural
school who ocannot impart the rudiments of agrioulture, Nos
a8 bad idea, if you expeet the studemts to remain on the
fermss, I hope the Mexicans will be more sucoessful in
seeing the agriocultural students €0 back to the farms than
we have been in North Carolina, Too many of them trekked
to the oities, but that was in days when there were more
Jjobs than men,

President Rodr{guez end Dr, Puig (who wes in the party)
had muoh fun laughing over s queation eddressed to me by
the Sohool Inspeotor and my enswer, Upon being introduced
the Inspeotor, after telling me in good 1ish that he had
taught m-ni years in Los Angeles, turned to me and asked;
"Do you speak English?*®

I replied: ™A litill.*_'

The Mexicans thought it funny thet the Americen Ambassa-
dor should be asked if he spoke English, Perhaps I answer-
ed "a little™ beoause of a story long ourrent in North -
Carolina anent a foreign Minister who wes appointed from
North Carolim $o Spain, He waes ever afterwards known as
"Spenish Bill" Saunders, He was an able lawyer, but he -
murdered the King's English, He was an influential Demo=~
oratio leader, delegate to the Demooratie National Conven=-
$ion and Demoeratie ocemdidate for Govermor, When the
President nominated him as Minister to Spain, one neigh-
bor asked another: "Why didn't the President send Saunders
to & country whose language he oould speak?™

“There is no mch country” was the reply.

The boys in the Agriculturasl Sohool were neat and
olean, with bright faces (mearly all Indian), and tb‘
were much impressed by a visit from the rﬂlidqh I
was his first visit, Lioenoiado José Luis Sclorzane,
the new Governor of the State (the State of Mexico) acoom-
panied us, He is quite & young man @nd & brilliant lew=
yer, I was intereated in the appesal made to him by &
!Nq 0f serious and earnest Mexican farmers (Indiems),

tu-lthﬂm-nmmuhrmllmm. certain
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g:unn- of land were donated or dotated to these farmers,
have beem oultivating the land bu$ have no written
title, They were asking the Governor to see that they
obtained the promised title. He promised to look into
the matter, saying he had been Governor only a short time
and was not femiliar with the matter.

When we had re-sntered the cers to go to Tenano ingo
where we were to have “chow™, though they did not oall it
that, it was interesting to note that President Rodr gues,
who spoke rather slowly and seemed to be ocareful of his
sentences when he was speaking to me in English, let him-
self loose when he was joking with those in the car who
did not understand English, He told scme good stories
that oreated good laughs.

- One story that was told was about Semator Ashurst
when he first went to Washington. Acocording to President
Rodrigues, Ashurst was & big man in Arizens but found him-
self & smell potato in Washingten, The story told to
illustrate the changed position was like this: A boy
having osught & large and besutiful trous, put it in a
buoket and set out for the White House to present it to
the President. En route, stopping for lunch, the cafe

etor removed the fine trout from the buoket and -
substituted a small catfish. Upon arrival at the White
House, Steve Early's or Marvin MeIntyre's predecessor
refused to permit the boy to see the President when it
was discovered thet he had nothing but a little cetfish
%o give to the President, The boy was mugh uutgomm.
Returning home, he stopped at the same oafe whem the pro-
prietor again changed the fish. When the boy arrived at
home he told his mother what had happened and of his fail-
ure to see the President, Le and behold when the mother
removed the 1lid from the bucket she discovered the fine
trout in the busket., They decided that the fish was a
trout in the eoun home but only a catfish whem it
reached the national oapital,

"That's the way with some Mexican politioians™, said
the President. ™“They are very big fish at home, but shrink
when they oome to the eapital™, Then he and the Govermor
of the State of Mexico and the heed of the National Rewo lue
H;:;a hmi.ﬂ-nml Rive m:ii:. ::nl lFinhrﬁM;
en good s Daming cer of their countrymenm
who ®shrunk* in big ponds It recalled a fl“l‘r‘l:
saying of President son, to the effeet that "one of two
things happened to ITII'{ man whe oomes $o Washingten in
publie offiee; his head either grows or shrinks™, Om
of the party told a story about animels who were supposed
to understand human language and related some remarkable

incidents.
I said



I said: "“This recalls a story showing thet President
Wilson ocould 1 at himself, You will remember that
his eritios po muoch fun &t him during the early days
of the World War, saying: 'Wilson thinks wars are won
by notes rather ;hun leta's One day, at a meeting
of the Cabinet « Wilson read one of his n:T notes,
and after reading 1%, mmiling quizzicslly, said 1% might
produce as much ruuii 88 ocoourred by reason of a note
& gertain men wrote to his neighbor. The note-writer
hed & vegetable garden. The neighbor kept ohickens,

The ohickens often got ous of their enclosurs and soratohed
up or devoured the young vegetables, A feud followed be-
tween the neighbors, The owner of the garden protested
vigorously in writing to the ohicken reiser, Finally the
men with the garden wrote a letter to his neighborg 'Yom
must keep your ohiokens out of my gardenm or I will kill
évery one of them,' The promise was made that they would
be kept out. The next momning the ehiokens returned for
their breakfast of early vegetables, The ownexr of the
gardem in wrath reported to the owner of the chickens
that he had not kept his promise.

"You do not mean to tell me that my ehieckens are in
your gardem', said the ochiocken raiser,

'I do', was the 'and after your solemn promise
yes terday that they -:3: never again trouble me, I wish
to know what you are going to do about it,.'

'I am astonished', was the reply, 'I am dumbfounded
because when I Hniu& your nete, I ealled together all
my ochickemns, read your note to them and understood that
they would not e invade your vegetehle garden',

mmﬂ after telling the story, Mr, Wilson remarked
that he wo d if his notes would ‘l more effeotive,™

The only response I had to the sto » Deyond a few
smiles, was the remark by President Rodr guez: "Mexioco
received some of those notes from President ¥ilson®™, I
then perceived that the story wes mot e happy one,s

President Rodrigues t01d me a story of his first

meeting with Generasl Calles thet I think will interest

¢ He said thet ha was a young officer in the army

Sonors. Hs found that an older officer was guilty of
graft, and he deoided to report it to Genersl Calles be-
oause he thought a grafter ought to be punished. "General
Calles heard my charge against the old offieer, who in
former deys hed been a good soldier™, said the President,

"showed



"showed no feeling, but told me to return on e certain
day, At the time designated, I returned., The old offiecer
was there also, I was ulllo& on to present the charges
in the presence of the officer, I did so. He gave his
side of the case, but there was ho doubt of his dishonesty.
After hearing us, General Calles dismissed us., I was
indignent because I expected the grafter to be punished
or at least dismissed, After the old off icer retired,

in my hot anger, I said to General Calles that I believed
he was & reactionary rether them a reformer, He made no
answer, I spoke hastily and did not think how harsh was
the oriticism until I refleoted upon it later. Then I
was sorry I had been so !.-E::udmt and looked for some
rebuke, I heard nothing sbout it for a week., Then I
received a message that General Calles wished to see me.

I went %o his querters in feer and trembling, He received
me oourtecusly, spoke amme ecmmonplace, and then said:
'Let us teke & walk's The General led the way to the
deserted plaza and we sat down, Then, without referring
%o my inept remark, he outlined to me the plans and pur-
poses he had in mind for Mexico, I listened with ab-
sorbed interest and learned of his great construotive
hopes and purposes for his country, It mede me heartily
regret that I hed misjudged him, It was the beginning
of our aocquaintance. I have seen him patriotically and
unselfishly live for nnt}ung but to preserve the peace
and seoure the prosperity of his ocountrymen, The faect
that he gave me no rebuke showed the greatness whioh has
later shone out in his career,”

At the home of former Govermor Filiberto Gémes, &
beautiful home built on a high hill everlooking Tenameingo,
we had lunch - and such a Mexioan lunch I had not before
tested, My wife ate tortillas, wrapped arocund barbeoued
rabbit, with all the skill of a native-borm Mexican, T -
was not so expert, If you had been with us in good form,
you would have ruined your girlish figure,

With warm regards,
Feithfully yours,

Jrppaommts.
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México, Ootober 21, 1933
E—

My dear Chief:

Nothing with reference to our foreign relations has
heartened me 8o much as your letter to the head of the
Russian Govermment and his reply im kind. Your allusion
to the century-old oclose relations between the United
States Government and the Russian Govermment recalls &
very significant evidence of that friendahip at a oritical
period during the War of the Sixties. You will recall
the oontroversy between Charles Franois Adems, the American
Ambassador to Great Britain, and Glesdstone, when the i
latter and the more influential British statesmen favorad
recognition of the Confederaecy. France and Spain were
on the point of recognizing Jefferson Davis' government,
At that junoture (when Linooln end Seward feared Europe
would aid the Confederacy) you will remember thet Russia
sent its naval fleet to the ohief ports on the Atlantio
seaboard as a practical and powerful demonstretion of
friendship. When the war ended with vietory far the
Federal Army, Alaske fell into our lap. How that hap-
pened is cne of the most interesting unpublished stories
in history. I wonder when EKalinin made reference to
the long friendship between the two countries of largest
expanse of territory, whether he knew the secret story
of that naval demonstration and the transfer of Alaska
from Russia, You are doubtless femiliar with the part
foxy old Simon Cameron played in that historiec event,

I always thought that Seoretary Hughes set up an
insurmountsble barrier to recognition of Russia when he
insisted, as a condition precedent to recognition, that
the Soviet Govermment pay baok the money this country
advenced to the ill-fated Kerensky when the Root Com-
mission sought in vain to help Russie set up a constitu-

tional
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tional govermment scmewhat after our pattern. You remember
Mr, Bakhmeteff, the representative of the Kerensky Govern-
ment, was in Washington - remaining long after the Kerensky
Government had fallen, There was & feeling, you will
recall, that part of our money advanced to the Kerensky
Govermment never reached Russia, and I have a hazy recol-
leotion that about the time Wilson went out of office

@ demand, maybe unofficial, was made on Bakimeteff to
return such portion as had not reasched Kerensky. I do

not reocall that there was any suggestion that Bakhmeteff
had grafted, only that the money, not having acecomplished
the aid desired to be given to Kerensky, xk should be
returned to our Treasury. Whether it was located or
returned, I do not recall,

The opening of the door to conversations, whioh I
hepe will result in recognition and renewed relations
between Russia and the United States (and I orave for
you the distinotion of bringing it about), brought back
to me the recollection of one of the most tragic dinners
I ever attended during my eight-year officisl stay in
Waahington, My wife and I, with other Cabinet offi-
olials, were dining with the old and aristooratio Ambassa-
dor Bakhmeteff at the Russian Embassy on the night thet
the news came that the Czar's government had been over-
thrown. He was called out near the close of the brilliant
dinner party to see an "important visitor©, Upon his
return, his face blanched and his body shaking as if he
hed received a severe blow, the news went around the table
that he had been informed tha the Czar had beem dethroned.
That meant the oreshing of his world; ' the wreok of
matter and universal destruction to him. After dinner
the guests fell to talking about the effeot of the tragie
ineident, Before the news changed the current of oon-
versations from ordinary toples to tragedy, I remember
that a distinguished engineer (I camnot for the moment
recall his name) was telling of his stay of a year in
Russia and pointing out the aimilarity of eonditions in
Russies and the United States., ™The two great countries™
he said "are slike in meany ways. They will shape the
destiny of mankind®, Then ceme the blow to Bakhmeteff
and all of the old regime when, whatever shaping Russias
weas to do, would deny them any part in the shaping.

You doubtless recall the uncontrolled rage of the
aristooratiec Ambassador Bakhmeteff when Kerensky named
another - a parvenu Bakhmeteff - to sucoeed him as Am-
bassador in Washington. He said that he could have
survived anything but having the indignity of an unknown
supplanting him who bore th® seame name, That fact added
SIIE and bitterness to his oup of woe, It was tragie,

for



for old Russians had oontempt for those who were not
born to the purple.

My sinocere hope is that the conversations you hold
will make recognition upon mutuslly advantageous terms
poesible, and the New Year will witness the rapprochement,
Certainly if we ocan maintain official relations with
Mussolini's autooratie rule in Italy and the Hitler
diotatorship in Germany, there is no insuperable resson
why we should demand that Russia set up a govermment
of our type before extending recognition, Jeffarson
laid down sound rules, applicable to our day, for recog-
nition of other countries, which demanded no particular
form, Your letter to M. Kalinin recalls a letter written

Jefferson to M. Dashkoff in 1809 in whieh The sage
° cello made this observetion, whioh is identical
in spirit with your letter to Kalinin:

ﬂ "Russia and the United States being in charscter
and practise essentially pacifie, a common inter-
est in the rightes of peaceable nations gives us
8 common cause in their maintenance.™ /)

More power to your arml
With affeotionate regards,
Feithfully yours,
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Dear Mr, Fresident:

I think I have written you before with what deep
interest and sdmiration the leaders and people in Mexico
follow your new progressive policiles, I have ipformed
you of expressions of approval by President Rodriguesz
end General Calles. When he wes leeving for Washington
I wrote Secretary Hull and requested him to give Dr.
Puig, Minister of Forelgn Relations here, the pleasure
of meeting you. Like other officials here he had
spoken often of how intently he was keeplng pace with
your proposels and of his hearty esccord. Just before
he sailed from New York for Montevideo he wrote me a
la:ger expressing his pleasure at having seen you and
said:

*I cannot explein to you the impression
oreated upon me by President Roosevelt. I can
only say that I thought that twenty years of
polities had oured me of great admiration and
surprise before stetesmen and ohiefs of State
end I have discovered that this is not true,

The President is 'different'; his sincerity,

his unselfishness, his intelligence, quiokly
impress you, after five minutes of aegquaintance.
While he may not sey so - I do not know if he will =
while he may not admit it perhaps - he gives one
the impression of being & soolal revolutionary
in the highest and noblest sense of the term.

I am so certain that this impression of absolute
respect and perfect confidence which he inspired
in me will last always that I did not hesitate to
write him so, I know thet Ambassador Daniels,

probably
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"E:uhablr as distrustful as myself, has in the past
own only two men whom he loved and respected
entirely: Wilson and Bryan (probably estranged

from the latter toward the end) and that to-day the re
is only one man whom he loves and respects entirely:
President Roosevelt, If thet be so, I agree en-
tirely with Ambessador Daniels, Roosevelt will

be - whether or not he succeeds entirely in his

noble undertakings - a figure es high in the history
of the United States as Jefferson or Wilson and

with the advantage over the latter that his sense

of reality and greater humanity will not permit him
to make mistakes,"™

I feel you will be gratified by this appreciative
appreisement of what you are doing, and doing so well,
by & honored official of our nearest neighbor.

With my affeotionate regards, I am,

Faithfully yours,

dersptnBornsls

P.S.: Your Sunday night radio speech hit the bull's eye,
JD



Véxico, December 1, 19833,

e
PERSONAL.

Dear Franklin:

I heve no doubt you heve received many congratules-
tione upon your Thanksgiving Froclamation - you have
never done enything better. I doubt, however, if
among ell your econgretuletions any friend has sent
anything finer than the following which I quote from
the Raleigh News snd Observer, written by my son
Jonethen, whe is editing the paper since you sent me
out of the ecountry:

"REASON FOR THANKSGLVING

"Fresident Roosevelt in his proolamation
of Thenksgliving Day gave many excellent reascns
why this year the people of the United States
should give thanks. The most importent reassonm,
however, was not set down by the Fresident as
a reason but es a formal salutation:; 'I, Franklin
Roosavelt, President of the United States.' For that
ohiefly this year the people of the United Stetes are

thenkful."”
I have no doubt that when you read this you will say
that Jonathen is a "blook off the old ohip”,
On Thenksgiving Day, &t the invitetion of its pastor,
I delivered & Thankaglving address at the Union svangelical
Churoh. I am encloeing it herawith. Don't jump to the
oonclusion that, with all your other burdens, I em asking

you
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you to read it, but I have marked two paragraphs whioch I
thought might be interesting to you,

No one appointed by you ought to expect you to read
his addresses. I recall cne of the first of Berrymen's
cartoons made in the second Cleveland administration,

J. Sterling Morton, Secretary of Agriculture, was so
enamored of his own speeches that if any member of
Congress went toc ask him to do something he would always
lock the door and say: "Before discussing this, let me
read you my last speech™, and as he wrote very iung
speeches the lMembers cf Congress were often bored, and

it became a by-word in W#ashington that if you secured
anything from J. Sterling Morton you had to pay for it
by listening to him read his long speeches, When this
became a matter of comment in ashington, Berrymen had

8 cartoon - a piloture of Secretary Morton in the fhite
House with a great file of menuseript in his hand and
saying to the Fresident: "Mr, Cleveland, let me read

you my emnual report™, The President was fast asleep
and Morton was reading on, I should hate for anybody

to put me in the Morton class, and say thet I had put the
FPresident to sleep. Therefore, don't try to read sll this
address,

With my affectionate regard in which my wife joins
to you and lMrs. Roosevelt,

Faithfully yours,
P.5. My wife joins me in thanking you and Mra FHoosevelt
for the invitation to the White House Reoeption
on Thurasdey evening, December 7th, If Uncle Sem
furnished an eirplene for the American Ambassador

in Mexico, he would be present in person., As it
ls we shall be present only in spirit,
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THANKSGIVING DAY ADDRZSS AT UNION EVANGELICAL CHURCH,
MEXICO CITY, BY JOSZPHUS DANIZLS, AMZRICAN
AMBABSADOR TO MEXICO, NOVZLKBZR 30, 1933,

In compliance with the Proclamation of President
Roosevelt, read in your hearing, calling on the people
"in our churches and in our homes" to "give humble
thanks for the blessings bestowed upon us during the
year by Almighty God," hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans, at home and abroad are at this hour, in widely
separated churches and homes, uniting in & pious and
grateful servive, In the United Btates this is an
official holiday. More truly it is a national holy
day. The copening sentence of the Proclamation of the
Chief Zxecutive acknowledges that God is the giver of
all good and its closing admonitiom is to hope for "the
brighter day," not alone by placing dependence upon
personal effort or wise laws, but "by seeking the help
of God in a more unselfish n%riving for the common
bettering of mankind,® The Proclamation 1lifts the
thoughte of men high above the altars erected for the
worship of the God of Things and points them to "the
pure ideal of equality of opportunity," too long denied,
as "the goal of mutual help in time of prosperity and
in time of adversity." It breathes thankfulness for
"blessings." Those enumerated are not confined to
full granaries or large bank accounts or those abundant
creature comforte which we have regarded as the incen-
tive of giving thanks. Too long has emphasis been
placed upon material giftas. It ie good that fewer
people are hungry, but we ghould rather be thankful for
the cause than for the effect.,

What are the special reasons which should cause
gratitude to well up in every heart on this anmual
festival? The President enumerates them thus:

1. "The new spirit of dependence one upon
another,"

2. "The closer unity of all parts of our wide
land,"®

3. "Greater friendship between employers and
those who toil."

4. "A olearer knowledge by all nations that we
seek no conqueests and ask only honorable
engagements by all peoplees to respect the
lands and righte of their neighbor,"

To these four causes for thankegiving, the Presi-
dent adds a prayer that guidance may be vouchsafed to
"more surely learn the ancient truth that greed and
selfighness and striving for undue riches can never
bring lesting hlgpinuln or good to the individual or
to his neighbor.

The
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The all-embracing enumeration by our Chief Exe-
cutive of the causes which command our gratitude leaves
little or nothing to be added. Would it not be moet
fitting to go from this place, without an additional
word, to carry these sentiments of the Proclamation in
our hearts, and with the resoclutiocn to make them the
rule of action in our lives? The wisest course would
eeem to be to eing & Thanksgiving hymn, follow the
paster in a prayer of thanksgiving, and thus bring the
Bervice to a close. After hearing and emghauizing th
Proclamation, I do not feel capable of adding anything
to the President's well nigh perfect expression of wh
is uppermost in the hearts of all patriotic men and

. And yet, chiefly because I have promised to
attempt to voice the gratitude of Americans sojourning
in this country of a good neighbor, and because one
additional sentiment applicable to our day dominates
my thought, I venture to suggest that no two periods
of thankegiving are alike, and that each one has its
migeion and ite message.

Every Thanksgiving Day brings its own particular
obligation, growing out of experiences peculiar to
iteelf, There have been periods, as when the Feast
of the Tabernacles, the first Thanksgiving, was di-
vinely appointed, when it was needful for primitive
man to be given specific directions as to the obeerv-
ance of the season, The command to Ierael was:; "When
¥ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall
keep a feast unto the Lord and ye shall rejoice before
the Lord your God seven days." From time immemorial
all nations cbeerved harvest festivals, but all were
not marked by the spirit of religion. Literature is
enriched with accounts of the rejoicing and singing
"Harvest Home," the most delightful description being
that by George Eliot, in "Adam Bede," If you wigh to
have & thrill re-read that classic of how the English
celebrated. After a ga:iod of suffering when half
their number had perished in seeking to make homes in
the New World, the people gathered first on Plymouth
Rock on December 21, 1631, to rejoice that they had
garnered the fruite of a plentiful harvest., In 0ld
Ingland, and in their sojourn in Holland for ten years,
the Eilgrima had observed the custom as a religious
service,

Thanksgiving is God-appointed, not merely for
feasting and family reunions, but for gratitude to God
a8 recognized in the proclamation by Governor Bradford,
That year abundance, following crop failures, saved the
lives of those who had survived, No wonder they re-
eponded to the call for a three days' feast, If thise
generation had known such hunger and such privation,
would they not come to the feast with hearts overflow-
ing with gratitude? And would we not be seasoning
our turkey by sharing material blessings with those

less
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less favored, as did the New Englanders in their first
celebration when they invited the Indians to partake
with them of the feast? A Thanksgiving that is con-
fined to self is pagan, no matter how meny songs of
praise are raiged,

At the close of the Revolutionary War, Washington's
‘proclamation contained thanks that & free nation, based
on the consent of the governed, had been born, Yhen
the War of the Sixties terminated in an indisenliulble
union of indestructible states, Lincolrn's proclametion
Was & paean of gratitude for the preservation of the
Union. Bhortly after the Armist ce, Wilson, having &
vislion of & warless world, rejoiced that ia spirit the
nations were meking ready to constitute & PYedaretion
of the World and a Parliament of Man. " To-dey, having
walked in recent years in the shadows of & debacle
which brought hunger and unemployment. we meet in the
spirit of 1621 to pray for faith and courage to bring
us and all the world inte the "brighter day" envisioned
by our Chief Zxecutive,

The sentiment that needs to be stressed at this
hour is born in the eimilarity between the conditions
of distress when the first Americon Thanksgiving rele-
bration was held and those which have given pause in
the diffiocult years through which we have been paesing,
It 18 to be questioned whether the Pilgrims would have
responded so generally to the first cell to give thanks
if they had not known distress. In all ages prosperity
hes not been provoecative of thanksgiving. Whén men
have been accustomed to the fulfilment of all their
wantes - when they have "waxed fat" — they have too
often accepted the gifts of providence as the result
of thelr own foresight and industry,. It is only when
their own efforts have failed that they turn unto God,

If agked to express in one sentence the paramount
cause for Thankegiving in 1933, the correct answer
would be: Thankfulness for divine digesatisfaction, as
emphasized years ago as something very geood by a dis-
tinguished philosopher (I think it was Emerson) and
recently by an eminent divine. "The truth is that the
discontent of the present generation is one of the most
encouraging eigns of the times, since it can be har-

essed and used as & force of good," declared the
Reva;gig Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick in & recent sermon,
He & H

"lUost of us never start on worth-while tasks
until we are discontented, The idealistic pull
of goodness, truth and beauty alone would not
launch us on high courses or keep us there, The
push of discontentment ig indispensable., We do
net even think until we have t0.

"We desire world peace mainly because we
have
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heve been so plowed up and harrowed by werld war,
We want something better in our econcmic order
mainly because we cannot stand hat we have now,
For everything, personal or ecc.tl, that mankind
has ev:r gainu& We ore unpayably indebted te dis-
content,"

For generations, from & misguided pulpit, press,
and forum, men have been warned egainat being dissat-
iafied, They have been told that in whatever state
they found themselves they should therewith be content,
and never under any circumstances Join the army of the
discontented, Indeed the poor have Leen told, time
out of mind, in order to keep them coatented, thet
while the rich mén "receiveth thy good things and like-
wise Lazarus evil things, but now he is comforted and
thou art tormented" — that is to Bay, though the poor
in this world lack comforts, they should bear their
discomforts uncomplainingly because in the world to
come every deeire would be gratified as a recompense
for their suffering here below,

Did the man held in serfdom, desiring the just
rewards of his labor, threaten to rebel, the smooth
volces of so-called religious guldes were wont to bid
him acecept without complaint wrongs and injustices,
and to calmly await the rewards which he wae assured
are laid up for the righteous in heaven, Buch
8oporifics strengthened feudalism and slavery and the
semi-feudalism which persiests in our day, Against
such soft ayrup, justified nowhere by the teachings of
Jesus, stands Hie gospel compressed into the Golden
Rule and His maledictions upon those Who grind the
faces of the poor, Jesus nowhere justified taking
bread from the mouths of those who had earned it, or
ny prantice which keeps men's minds in subjection or
thelr bodies dwarfed that the few might monopolize com-
forts and luxuries,

Much of what in our day is called by scme Radi-
callsm is in fact Divine Dissatisfaction with unjust
conditions and unfair policies of government and of
industry, The day, however, has passed when juat
protests cen be silenced by promises of heavenly re-
warde, or by the mailed hand, or other cajolery or
force, The mighty army of mankind is on the march
for equality of opportunity and & fair ehare now and
here of the resources of nature and of the products of
their skill and labor. And it is an army bearing the
banner of Christian Equality. Dissatiefaction some—
times unfortunately finds expression in tearing down,
forgetful that no permanent improvement can come by
destruction, It 1s gratifying that men, long suffer-
ing under conditions which denied a fair chance to
their children, are now learning that by recourse to

education
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education and the ballot alone will they be enabled
tg iench their goali Bloody revolution retards
V1ICTOrY.

It is not only thoses whose toil has been unre-
quited who are in revolt against "greed and selfishness
and striving for undue riches;" vhich closed factories
and banks and brought on the depression of our day.

In the mobilizatlion of the forces of the Army of
Divine Dissetisfaction are enrclled thinkers and phil-
osophers and forward-looking businesé men whose sod
experiences in the era of frenzied finance, miscalled
the New Zconomy, heve disillusioned them. These
forces will never beat a retreat until Government and
Industry accept and practice the Golden Rule. No
great good to mankind has come except through travall.
Privilege has never abdicated, It must be dethroned.
When dethroned, the new rulers must fulfill the aspira-
tione of the poet who wrote:

"For justice all ee&sons summer
And every place a temple."

Therefore, while evidencing gratitude for focd and
raiment and shelter, let us be thankful most of all that
e new revolution by peaceful methods is advancing toward
& world in which every man will help his neighbor, when
every country will respect its neighbor's polints of
view as well as its just rights, and when Justice and
Peace, ag foreshadowed by the Prince of Pemce, will
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.
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México, Jenuery 29, 1934,

FERSONAL.,

Dear Franklin:

I was made very happy this week by the turn of af-
fairs in Cuba and in El Salvador, The recognition of
responsible governments in both countries is regarded
here and elsewhere as practical demonstrations of the
Good Neighbor poliey you announced in March, and to the
strengthening of which our delegation at Montevideo
unntribu}aﬂ g0 muech, Even among partisans of Grau
San Martin here (and Mexican suthorities were hopeful
he could secure order and recognition) there is a feel-
ing that you have teken a step that will not only help
Cuba but strengthen sound Pan Americanism,

Soon after I arrived here, in touch with people
who were familiar with conditions in Central America,
I became convinced that sentiment south of the Rio
Grande was veering toward the recognition of General
Martinez. The belief was that, while he might have
cbtained the presidency of El Salvadar in wviolation
of agreements in the treaty signed by the Central
Ameriocen Governments, which hed refused recognition
to any high offiecial who by force of arms assumed
the presidency, the fact that since coming into office
Fresident Martlnnz had preserved order and met the
obligations of his country was evidence that his rule
was acceptable to a majority of the people of El Sal-
vador, Mexico has long ago given recggnition, El
Salvador's Minister here, Dr. Juan Ramon Uriarte, is a
well informed, ocourtecus gentleman, and is held in high
esteam. Grapevine telegraph had caused Mexicans to

believe
The Fresident,
The White House,




believe the recognition would be given by all Central
American countries if such agreement was agreeable to
the United States.

Yesterday when the Ambassador from Guatemala in-
furmzd me that his country had recognized Fresident
Martinez' government, he said he was sure that it
would be followed by Nicaragua and Honduras, With
a smile, he added: "Your country will do likewise",
Hies point of view was that recognition by these coun-
tries was precluded by an understanding with the United
States, The opinion is entertained here that the
Central American treaty as to non-recognition, now in
the discard, was in the first instee prompted or ap-
proved by our government, and that the recognition
Inuid not have come unless we were ready to follow
suit,

I have all along had a huneh (President Wilson
defined a "hunch"™ as something you ocould rely upom
more than knowledge but could not give your reasons
for it) that the Central Americen treaty as to recog-
nition was inspired by Washington in order to secure
co-operation with those countries toc make revolutions
more difficult, Evidently the Guatemalan Ambassador
had the same opinion, for he locked "very knowing"
when he took me aside and told me that he was sure
that Nicaragua and Honduras would reccgnize El Sslvador
on the same day, and the rapprochement would be com-
plete by the action of the United States.

The ex-President of Cuba, Grau San Mart{n, who
arrived here two days ago, received enthusisstioc wel-
come., Arthur Page, who oceme from Verascruz on the same
train with his party, said that when the train would
stop at stations delegations would come aboard and
present him with large bouquets of flowers. Some o
these delegations were very black end Mr, Page thought
they were Cubans, Grau San Martin was eccompanied by
members of his femily (he is unmarried) and expects
to be here two months or more.

I% is a very good way that ex-Fresidente have in
Latin American countries of leaving their country when
they leave of flce. Those who quit when quitting is
good ere wise not to remain nearby, thereby giving
their successor a free hand without the embarrassment
of their presence. As to the others, who are foroad
out, they are required to leave between suns, as for
example D{az and Huerta erd others who had to get out,

With



With us ex-Presidents are a problem, In these coun=-
tries the problem is solved either by their expulsion
or by their voluntary expatriation. However, that is
changing, Both Calles and Fortes Gil, ex-Fresidents,
remain here, General Calles as head of the National
Revolutionary Farty, and a real Warwick, and Portes
Gil as Attorney Genersl, Fublie position is still
here the most profitable business, That is Mexico's
weakness,

It was natural that Grau Sen Mart{n should come
here, for he is among friends. From the first the
Mexicans have favored him, Their Charge d'Affaires
in Cuba was very close to him, so close that Sumner
Welles thought he waes assuming too mueh influence in
Cuban matters, The day after his arrival here, Grau
San Martin called on Minister Puig, Quite a crowd
assembled to see him and he was oloseted with Dr, Puig
for more than an hour, On that morning the EXCELSIM
cerried an interview with him, In the main his utter-
ances were disocreet, but at the close he spoke unwisely
in severely oritical terms of the United States, He
asserted that the revolution he headed was "detrimental
to vested interests which are probably the ones which
have contributed to my downrallr, He said his fight
against "predatory foreign companies™, one of them the
chief electricel enterprise, which has made a fortune
at the cost of the publie by cherging fifteen cemts gold
per kilowatt while the cost in the United States is six
cents, was in the interest of the people and was one of
which he is proud, "I shall return to my office and
my chelr in the University. I shall be in Mexieo long
enough to learn a little of the country, to which I am
more grateful because here the Cuban Revolution was
understood”, He denied that the Mexiecan Charge
d'Affaires, Mr, Reyes Spindola, meddled in Cuban poli-
tios, stating that "it was not true that he took part
in affairs prior to the transfer of the presidency to
Carlos Heviar, as one foreign news agenocy printed,
but which has now been offieially denied",

Dr. Pulg said only the EXCELSIOR carried the oriti-
cal expression about the United States, and it was most
unfortunate that any of them printed ii and that the ex-
President had given expression to such views. Fresident
Rodriguez is to receive Grau San Martin, but only "in
a social way as he hes no official position",

The ex-President of Cuba, as you know, is a physician
of note in his country. His Ambassedor to Mexico, Dr,

Salvador
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Salvadae Massip, was educated at Columbia and was a
professor in the University of Cuba., He has made a
good impression here and I have come to esteem him
highly. In view of the fact that Cuba has named three
Ambassadors here since I arrived, I suggested to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs that they would have saved
money if they had purchased return tickets, Seeing
the existence of a working "brain trust" in the United
States, our Cuban friends decided to go us one better
and make a professor chief executive as well as call
on the University to furnish other men in high posi-
tions. Their trouble seems to have been that the
chief executive chosen had enjoyed no experi ence out-
side college walls and was unable to use the mortar
which men long in publie life must utilize if the
building is firmly fashioned, Mem in the "brain
trust” must submit the result of their research to
men accustomed to team work. Hesearch workers and
scholars are not, as a rule, good executives and can
rarely secure the necessary co-operation, Acoustomed
to dealing with students, they are inclined to give
directions instead of seek co-operation, That was
partly Grau San Mertin's chief lack., Doctors are
usually that way - they tell patients and nurses what
to do. Trained publicists seek to seocure the aid of
those upon whom they must lean if the largest success
is attained. That is why trained publie men succeed
where scholars fall down,

It is gratifying to read that you are sending food
to feed the Cubans. That is practicel Christianity as
defined by St., James, That, by the way, 1s the most
practical book in the Bible by which any life can be
regulated. At the bottom of the Cuban, end the Mexican,
as well as most other revolutions, is hunger. And
hunger is sometimes caused by governmental favoritism,

If from the day of Cortez the land in Mexico had not

been taken from the Indians, the chief cause of revolu=-
tion would not have existed, Here one half the land,
originally ejidos for natives, belonged to the estab-
lished church. Much of the best of the balance belonged
later to the favorites of Diaz. The only hope of Mexico
is dividing the lands so that those who live on them will
be safe in their cultivation of the soil. This is the
big problem Mexico is trying to solve, That and publie
schools are the foundations upon which the leaders with
vision are trying to rebuild the country after centuries
of oppression and demial of the most fundamental rights
to the great mass of original Mexicans,.

The seme thing must be done in Cuba, Sinoce American

sugar



-

sugar companies became owners of most of the good lands
in Cuba, the tillers of the soil have exclusively
worked on sugar plantations. The old time ocultivation
of bread and meat has fallen into disuse, PFartition

of land and raising home supplies is the essential for
Cubap, restitution, Mexico's safety is that its people
"11VE}hnmu and beard in the same place" and are being
given land, Faith in Anteus was right, We must touch
the soll to obtain strength.

Congratulating you that the New Year witnesses
cordial relations botween all governments on this hemis—

phere, I am,
Faithfully yours,

e




México, April 13, 1934,

PERSONAL.

Dear Mr. President:

During your absence on your fishing trip I wrote
you that Dr. Pulg had informed me that owing to the
illness of General Calles, his physician had ordered
him to rest. This involved the cancellation of =all
engagemants. Therefore, the luncheon, at which I was
to present your letter to General Calles, was annulled.
I then wrote General Calles a note expressing regret
at his illness and the hope for his early perfect re-
covery, and enclosed your letter. To-day I recelived
a letter from General Calles, written upon the eve of
his departure for a long stay in Sinaloa, requesting
me, his "distinguished and esteemed friend™, to take
a latter which he had written to you along with his
thanks and regards, with me to Washington. I am en-
cloaing a translation of his letter to you and will
deliver the original to you when I coms to Washington
in May. 1In his letter to me, General Calles said:

"] want to thank you to be good enough - in
addition to delivering the letter in which
I personally do so - to convey to President
Roosevelt my admiration for his political
labors and for the great and genercus per-
sonal efforts which he has made since the
beginning of his administration in faver
of the general publie and most partiecu-
larly in favor of the needy and forgottem
of his country.™

I am looking forward to seaing you shortly. Save
soue of your fish stories for our delectation. My wife
joins in love to you and lMrs. Roosevelt.

Faithfully yours, %

W__

The President,
The White House.
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TRANSLATION

GRAL, P. ELIAS CALLES
Mexico,D.F.
April 11, 1934

.
Mr, President:

At the hands of my distinguished and esteemed friend
His Excellency Ambassador Daniels, I received your kind
and flattering letter in which you referred to the modeat
contribution which you beileve I have made toward the hap-
py condition of peace and growing prosperity in Mexico.

I am very sincerely grateful for your felicitations,
and of course I do not need to tell you that when I have
not been a part of the Government as assistant of Fresident
Rodriguez in some conorete post, my activities have been
only along the lines of general support and codperation,

a cobperation to which I am inspired by my past responsi-
bilities, my political convietions and cobligations, my
respect and affeotion for President Rodriguez, and my sin-
oere appreciation of the exemplary administration he is

carrying on.

Ambasgsador Daniels will already have been good encugh
to inform you of the reasons of health which prevented me
from entertaining him on the eve of his departure for tie
United States, as I had wished to do. He can also tell
you of the extent to which I feel that the progressive
poliey whieh you are carrying out coincides in general
terms with the policy whieh we have sought teo carry out
in Mexioco, You may be sure that we particularly appreciate
and admire the magnanimous work of your administration in
favor of the unemployed, the workers, and the forgotten man
in general.

With every good wish far your success, and health
and strength for the noble task you have undertaken, I
send you my very cordial and respectful greetings.

" e Youwr sincere friend,

(8GD) P. ELIAS CALLES.

His Excellenoy
Mr, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of Amerisa,
Washington,D.C.

Trans:KCT



México, August 17, 1934,

%//)

Dear Franklin:

I wonder if one President has any interest in what
another President does and how he lives. You remember
that a gossiping o0ld lady once said to a friend: "One
half of the world does not know how the other half lives",
and she was met with the reply: "But that is no fault
of yours",

On Monday my wife and I were invited to g0 down
to Cuernavaca to lunch, quietly and without any others,
with President and Sefiora Rodriguez. We had not seen
them since our return, and a short time ago the father of
Mrs. Rodriguez died and she is in mourning.

Cusrnaveca is famous for having preserved the palace
built by Cortez, and, of gourse, an old Cathedral; for
the murals on the pelace walls which Ambassador Morrow
paid Diego Rivera to paint; for its modern lionte Carlo,
where the players win a little occasionally - about half
as much as the luekiest gambler at Monte Carlo; and as
having become the summer capital of the republic, seeing
that General Calles has a home and lives there much of
the time, and President Rodrfguez has a nice home Just
opposite that of his predecessor in the office of Presi-
dent, It has Importance also for other reasons, mainly
because a large number of the wealthy Mexicems and foreign-
ers have homes there where they go for week-ends. Tt
leaped into prominence when Ambassador Morrow bought an
old house there and Mrs. Morrow laid out or rather improved
an ancient Spanish garden, making 1% so beautiful in the
moonlight that Lindbergh didn't have a chamce when he
and Anne followed the old song, "Come into the Garden™.

Mr.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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Mr, Morrow evidemtly was far from well whem he was
here, for he could not sleep well in Mexico City and sought
a week-end home at Cuernavaca so he could sleep, It is
about 5000 feet above sea elevation, while Mexioco City
is 7500, or about a mile and & half nearer heaven, in
altitude, than Washington City. You observe I limit the
elevation to "altitude", for I do not think President .
Redriguez, or Mexicans in their eapital, live any nearer
heaven than you and others who sweat in summer and freeze
in winter on the banks of the Potomac. Not being able
to sleep here, Mr, Morrow spent his week-ends, sometimes
more, ln the warmer climate of Cusrnavaca whem he was in
Mexico. However, he was away from Mexice mumel of the time
during his term as Ambassador, which began Ootober 23, 1927,
and ended September 18, 1930. In addition to his stay at
Havana during the Pan American Conference and the time he
spent in London at the so-called Disarmament Conference, to
both of which he was a delegate, he stayed here only twice
more than three months without going to the United States.

When I was appointed Ambassador all my friemds in
Washington oongratulated me, saying: "You have two homes
at your dlsposal, one at Mexico City belonging to Unecle
Sam and the other the Morrow place, in Cuernavaca, which he
gave to the Government for the use of Ambassadors, where
you can spend week-ends"™., That was the general impression
there, and Mr, Morrow is said to have contemplated trans-
ferring his Cuernavaca place to the Government for the use
of his successors. If so, he died without carrying out
his purpose. It belongs to Mrs. Morrow, who tendered the
use to members of the Embassy staff who served here with
Mr, Morrow when they wished to use it., Two winters ago
it was rented by Winston Churochill, of New Hampshire. It
is said he spent most of his time painting. Isn't it
strange how many men who are proficient in one art or oraft
or profession come to regard it as not so fine and play
amateur at something else? Churohill wrote some great -
or at least near great - moveéls, I liked best those de-
Ploting the politieal control of New Hampshire by bosses,
though his Richard Carvel stirred my patriotie imagination
more. They say here that he 4id not write at all at
Cuasrnavaca but gave himself to painting. I have seen no-
body who can judge of his ability as a painter. It may
be, however, that painting was a fad, and that here he
was gathering materlal for a novel. He had the right
setting and I hope he makes it his best work. What a
novel he could write with Marina as the heroine. I could
almost write a good novel with that romantic historiecal
background myself if I had the time. Churchill eould de
it to the Queen's taste. By the way, does a Jueen have
any better taste than a President's or Ambassador's wife?
I doubt 1t whem I think of Mrs., Roosevelt and my wife and

Mrs.
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Mrs, Rodriguez.

It was a very good luncheon the President and his wife
served, with both Mexican and American dishes, mostly the
latter, probably out of deference to Amerlcan guests, Both
of them speak English well, she perfectly. Sometimes dur-
ing the meal, while tal with us, he would hesitate a
moment for the proper English word and she would promptly
and naturally supply it. I told them of your desire next
sumner, alter your return from the Pacifie, to stop at
some point or points on the border, probably E1 Paso and
Ciudad Juarez, and meet the President and other officials
of the Mexican Republic, and to in nerson discusa neighborly
matters.

"I wish I had known that this morning™, said Presi-
dent Rodriguez, "for General Cérdenas was here and I would
have been glad to talk with him about it, for I am sure he
would enter into the plan with sympathy and colperate
heartily."

"Did you know"™, he asked, "that after he was elected, I
invited President Hoosevelt to viait Mexico?"

I had not known of i1t, and he said he gwssed you were
so busy making up your Cabinet and studying the big prob-
lems you had to consider that you could not possibly get
away. I told him that I had hoped you could come during
his term, but that your trip to Panama and Hawaii took all
the time you could apare this year, but you were planning
to come next summer. He was glad and I can assure you
your eoming will make a great occasion for both countries.

President Rodriguez is as familiar with all the plans
and experiments of the New Deal as any Amerieen, probably
more familiar thanm most of our countrymen, for he has been
busy with problems that are not dissimilar. He is enthu-
siastic in his praise of your poliey and believes it will
help Mexico and all other countries, as well as the pesople
of the United States. He compared the Mexlcan Six-Year

gram with the New Deal and sald they had a common ob=

ective., In some things, as for example, giving land to
men who work the haciendas, Mexico 1is locking to do more
for the forgotten men than you have been able to do. For
one thing, in putting people on the land the forgottem men
here have been forgotten many more years thanm in our country,
and more must be done to somewhat make up for the neglect

of the leaders for five hundred yvears. When, thanks to
Andrew Johnson (by the way a North Carolina President), the
homestead law gave a chance for every Ameripan to get a

farm
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farm, the land that the Indians in Mexico had held in
common "™since the time whereof the memory runneth not to
the contrary™ was being taken from them and glvem to the
"Clentificos™, who from the time of Cortez ruled the
gountry with rods of iron.

President Rodriguez is wvery happy at the financial
improvement in Mexican affairs. With pride he unfolded
that in his term the budget had been inecreased ten per
cent and "I will turn over a balanced budget to my suc-
c@ssor™. He said that the program he had been carrying
out, embodied in the platform of the National Revolutionary
Party, would be continued by General Cédrdenas when he was
Inaugurated Iin December. "Wfe belong to the same party
and have gommon aims™, he said,

There is a persistent report - or gossip - here that
President Rodriguez will go from the office of President
to a portfollieo. in the Cabinet of his successor. Of course
I did not suggest that, but in the course of conversation
after luncheon he sald that when his term expired he locked
forward to returning to his home at Ensenada, where he has
large packing interests. He probably puts up the sardines
you eat when you go a-Tishing. Observe ha seid he "locked
forward to going back to Ensenada™. He did not say he was
actually going back. He added that he owned large stock in
the Popo Company in Mexico City which makes automobile tires,
and in the company at Tehuacan where a large hotel has
recently been bullt at the famous mineral springs, and
in other corporations hereabouts, and said looking after his
business would necessitate his spending much of his time in
Mexico City and Cuernavaca. Without any mock heroics, he
sald he would be happy to be agein In private life, adding
that he would again be a private citizem ™if they will let
me". I do not know what, 1f anything, was behind that
#if they will let ma"™. Probably nothing. Howaver, I
promptly rose to the occaslon and salid with emphasis and
absolute sincerity: "I hope they will not let you". He
has shown himself a good Administrator and has stood for
mamy progressive plans. There are not many mem with
these gualities, as you know better tham I do. Those who
are able and are devoted to the weal of the forgotten man
and who know how to bring about Importdnt improvements are
needed in publie stations in both countries, My observa-
tion is that too meny who talk eloguently about reform and
seouring equality and justice when candidates, forget the
promises and pledges they make & short time after they are
comfortably enscomced in office. I expect you have had
trouble with some of these forgetting gentry. President
Rodriguez has not forgotten the average man. In fact the
hold~overs from the "Clentificos™ think he does too much
for the worker.

This




This thought recalls the conversation that followed
about the necesaity of a governor, president or other exe-
cutive kmowing at first hand how the people live, their
eonditions, and what is needed to give them a more abumdant
life. 1In that conversation Mrs. Rodriguez said that she
had been intrigued by, and was always interested in, the
story of the English King (or was - he a Seotsman?)] who
dressed himself as a hunter and went into the cottages and
lived amo his people in order to know how to become a good
ruler, e President said, after an inguiry by me, that
his experience as a soldier in the Revelution had taught
him the true situation of the people of his country, how
little they had, and how they had been neglected. It is
his vivid recollectionm of his ecomradeship in the Revolution
that keeps him knowing how they need 1 y irrigation, tools
for farming, sehools, freedom, better wages, liberty - the
things he says that the Six-Year Plan undertakes to bring
in the reach of all, particularly those who have never had
a chance. Soma pnﬁgll say that this is a political pose
on his part and on the part of his politieal assoclates,
but if you had heard him you would have been convinced,
no matter how far off is the goal, that he really wants a
better day for the workers of hias country. And if you
could hear the critieism of the policies by power owners
and the agents of rich concessionaries you would know it
Was no more & pose than your great power program.

I wvas impressed with what he said about the Catholics
(his wife is sald to be a devout Catholie) in their dealings
with these people. He spoke in severe criticism about the
priests compelling the poor people, yith hardly enough to
feed their families, to give the first fruits of all they
produced to meke the chureh rich. My wife said: "I know
some people in America who do that - give a temth of all
they make to the Lord™. The President paused at that state-
ment, but added: "They do so voluntarily and out of their
abundance. The priests took what was needed for a bare
existence from the Indians who were forced to give™, It
was this poliey eof the Catholie Church and the fact that,
having direction of schools, they kept the bulk of the
people in lgnorance, which mekes him oppose what he regards
as the dangerous pnficitl of the Catholie Church. His wife
sald nothing. One can in Mexico be a good Catholie in the
gpiritual life and rejoice in the better day the Revolution
has brought to the mass of the long neglected people. I
like the word "forgotten man™ better thanm "neglected™, for
in our country and in lMexico some bad things have been wrought,
as the poet says, by "want of thought rather then by want
of feeling"™. The people simply were forgatten by those who
should have kept their needs and rights in remembrance. But

has



has that ever been done by those who live on Easy Street?
It 18 because it has never been done that you are meeting
with so much unreasoning opposition at home now that you
are sincerely undertaking it. However, the heartsof the
pPeople are with you. The letter of Raymond Clapper in
the Washington Post, written from Rochester, Minnesota, is
reassuring on that point. Though he found old bankers
and business men hostile in the Northwest, he found that
the white collar and overall workers, in clty, town and
country, were back of what you are undertaking and ready to
stand by you to the end.

President Rodriguez wished me to convey to you his
congratulations upon the big work you are doing and his
gratification that these two republiecs are more together
in poliocy and in mutual esteem than at eny time in their
history. He told me that he was going on the air tomight
(Friday) to talk on the minimum wage. Until the days
followl the success of the Revolutionm, the maximm wage
was hardly enough to keep soul and body together. The
fight for a minimum wage here is for a compensation far
below such wage in the United States. The Mexican Presi-
dent has a "good press™, something you lack im certain
Pivotal parts of our country. If the Press continues to
fight for a restoration of the 0ld Order, the people will
have to look more and more to the radio, which ralses the
question: How long before the Government shall make all
communications government owned and operated? I see no more
reason why Uncle Sam should carry the mail than provide
telegraphie, telephonic and wireless communications.

My wife conveyed to Mrs. Rodriguez lMrs, Roosevelt's
appreciation of her invitation to visit her when she comes
next fall, She appreciated the fact that Mrs. Roosevelt
might not wish her visit to have any official slgnificance,
but hopes to see her while she is here. You both would
like Mrs. Rodriguez. She is beautiful and has charm and

poise, ;

I am afraid I have made this letter too long, but seeing
I am trying to convey the attitude and surroundings of one
President to amother, I hope you will forgive me for being
lix. I have an idea that perhaps this letter might
terast Mrs. Roosevelt. If you think so, please let her
read 1t, if indeed elther of you can snatch time to read
& screed from Mexico. We both hope it will help to per-
suade her to pay us that promised visit this fall.

My wife joins in love to you and Mrs, Roosevelt.
Faithfully and affectionately,
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Writer: Mrs. Aida S. de Rodriguez
(Wife of President of Maxico)

Address: Castillo de Chapultepes
Mexico, D. F., Mexioco J\g

Date: Oetober 29, 1934 e

Language:  Spenish \{'D

Treanslated Social Bureau

by: White House

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Being absent fram the ¢ity for the last two
weaks, I did not receive your letter of the lst
until my return, and I regret for this reason
not having answersed socner.,

Thank you for your kind expression concerning
my ideals of fraternity between all the Latin-
American Republics, and it is indeed & satisfaction
to know that you have so interpreted my sentiments,
which is the interpretation ome might expect froem
you whose mcte have been so noble and humenitarian,"

Our pole players returned home very pleased
with the kind attention shown them,

I am sorry that at the present time you (plursl)
camot make & trip to Mexieo, as it would so plesse
me to entertain you in the way you should be and to
show you meny of the besutiful places in my country. #
1 surely hope I will be fortunate emough to be in
the city when you (plural) plan a visit, as, aside
from the official reception, my privete desire would
be to entertain you.

My husband and I thank you very, mich for
your greetings and in return send you ours.

(signed) Aida S. de Rodriguez
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosvelt. v
The White House
Washington, D.C, U.S.A. j’

Muy querida seflora Roosvelt:

Por haber estado ausente de esta Capital las
ultimas dos Semanas, a mi regreso tuve e agrado-
de enterarme de su miy amable carta de fecha pri-
mero de los corrientes, que lamento no haber con-
testado antes por las razones que dejo anotadas.

Estimo muy sinceramente sus bellas palabras
por mi ideal de fraternidad entre todas las Repdbly
cas Latinp-Americanas, y es una gran satisfacecidén
para mf{ ssber que este ideal haya sido debidamente
interpretado por usted 1o cual ya me esperaba, da-
dos los sentimientos tan nobles y humanitarios gque
usted ha demostrado eh todos sus actos.

Nuestros Jugadores de Polo Tegresaron muy copg
placidos por todas las atenciones Que ustedes tu -
vieron la bondad de dispensarles.

Siento mucho que por el momento no puedan us-
tedes hacer un viaje a México, pues me agradarfa -
haber podido atenderla, como usted se lo merece, y
mostrarle algunas de las bellezas de mi fs. 0ja-

14 que me toque en suerte estar en esta apital cuap
do ustedes prayecten su viaje, pues atin fuera de 1a
regraauntacidn of ieial, mi deseo muy particular serfa
poder atenderla.

Mi esposo ¥ Yo agradecemos muy sinceramente los
saludos de ustedes, los que retornamos con afecto.

Quedo su atenta ¥ segura servidora.

£ e
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

November 3, 1934

Dear Mr, McIntyre:

As the President may wish to send a personal
reply, I am returning herewith the letter which he
gave me yesterday from Ambasseador Daniels. I had
8n opportunity to discuss the contents of the
letter with the President when I eaw him this

morning.

Bin .r ly your
// A L
Enclosure: L{figﬂléq
Original letter from /
the Honorable J. D, Daniels,

October 38, 1934,

The Honorable
Marvin H, McIntyre,
Asgistant Secretary to the President,
The White House,

&
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Méxlco, October 26, 1934.

PERSONAL,

Dear Franklin:

The submission by the Mexican Congress of an amend-
ment to Article Three of the Constitution, to be woted
on by the States, has created a situation here which
has had reverberatlions In the United States and has ac-
centuated divisions here. It provides that "primary
sducation shell be obligatory and will be imperted gra-
tuitously by the State". It outlaws all church schools,
provides for granting the right of licensed private
schools, subject to the provision that they must impart
"soclalistlo education™ as preseribed by the State. The
article declares that "the education imparted by the
State shall be socislistic, and furthermore will execlude
all religlous doetrine and combat fanaticism and preju-
dice, and toward this end the school will organize its
teachings and activitlies so as to imbue in the young &
rational and exact concept of the universe and social
life™, There 1s also a provision which declares that
"religious corporations, ministers of the eults, socie-
ties exclusively or preferably devoted to educational
activities, and associations or scecieties directly or
indirectly connected with the propaganda of a religious
creed, may not in any manner partidipate in the mctivie
ties of primary, secondary or normal schools, nor fur-
nish them financiel assistance®,

There is much resentment, particularly among Catho=-
lles, toward the ban upom schools conducted by religious
organizations, and it has manifested itself in protest
parades, in strikes by children in schogls, the closing
of some schools, and, according to General Calles, in
organized cpposition by priests, amcunting in his opin-
ion to ™sedition™. TUndoubtedly the rift is deep and
something of a orisis exists. A South Americanm diplomat
told me last week that he feared the worst, for the oppo-
sition to "soeclalistic education" is resoclved to prevent

its

The President,
The White House,
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its being carried out in the schools. He 18 a strong
Catholie and his view may be colored by his earnest be-
lief in the attitude of his church assoclates. The
Government suthorities recognize the opposition.

The present agitation, beginning with the intreduetion
of the Amendment to Article Three, demanding no instruction
that is not "soclalistlie™, is mainly responsible for the
eritielsm of my address made to Amsricans attending the
Seminar last July. In that address I quoted this remark
in an address by General Calles: ™We must enter and take
possession of the mind of childhood, the mind of youth™,
and T also commended the lexicans for entouraging universal
publlie education. I had not seen General Calles entire
address, only the extract I quoted. It seema that in
another part of the address General Calles used terms
that were very oritical of church education, which I had
not seen. There was no criticism of my approval of publie
education, only of my having guoted with approval one por-
tion of the address in which in another portion Genmeral
Calles used expressions which offended Catholies. At that
time Article Three had not tesn Introduced. It was only
when the amendment to this Article was introduced, ap-
rroved by Calles and Cdrdenas and unanimously ratified by
the Mexican Congress, that the storm of opposition broke.
Naturally the ¢losing of chureh schools and the expulsion
of some priests aroused Catholles in lexico and in the
United States. It was then, misunderstanding my address,
that some Catholies at home criticized me.

The whole question is not new here. The Juarez forces
were as antagonistie to Church rule as is Calles. In fact,
it was largely dues to the Catholie hostility to Juarez,
who had confiscated church property, that Maximilian,"His
Catholle Majesty™, was invited to become Emperor of Mexico.
The Catholic leaders executed Hldalgo, a priest, when he
Tought against oppressive ruls, You will be interested
in an authentis story eonnected with that action. Early
in Ambessador Morrow's term, when the churches were all
olosed, a conference was held at which 4mbassador Morrow,
our friend Father Burke of Washington, D.C., and General
Calles, then President of Mexico, were present, The ob-
Ject was to secure the opening of the churches. Father
Burke said he wished to remind General Calles that the
Catholies were among the earliest patriote in Mexico and
in fact led for independence. As proof he said that Hidalgo,
who first rung the bell for liberty, was a priest.

"Yes", sald General Calles, "I know he was a priest,
but the authorities of your ehurch excommunicated him be-
cause he led for independence, and were responsible for

his



his death, being shot In sight of the church which had
decreed hll excommunication®,

"But”, answered Father Burke, "he was excommunicated from

the ohurch, not for his participation in the Hidalge revo-
lution, but because he was the father of children, and no
priest could lawfully have a family".

General Calles responded: "If the church in that perlcd
had turned out every priest who was the father of childrenm,

there would have been few left to offiolate im the churches."™

The subject was then changed and the big question of
reopening the closed churches was taken up. Father Burke
pressed upon President Calles the importance of permitting
the churches to be recpened, comtending that the oclosing
of the churches had been ordered by the Mexican Govern-
mant.

"Why does the Church insist upon keeplng them closed?"
asked General Calles, "The Mexican Government has never
forbidden priests to officiate or closed the churches, as
you seem to think., They cam be opened tomorrow if priests
will obey the Mexican law requiring members of all pro-
fessions, including the clergy, to register. The trouble
is that your highest authority, the Pope, has forbldden
the priests to register and it is, thsrcfnra, the Church
that is responsible for the lack of religlous ceremcnies
in Mexico, and not the Government".

There seemed to be an impasse. As the result of
this conversation a way cut was found, by which the Arch-
bishop reglstered the priests and religinu: services were
resumed in the churchea. It was a compromise. The priests
did not personally reglster, but the Government permitted
their superior prelate to put thelr names on the Mexlean
books., Afterwards they officiated in the churches, but
restrictive regulations forbade them to officlate in any
phuroh outside the one for which they were reglstered.
Other laws Cixed the number of prlests or other minlsters
who oould officiate. All churches became Government pro=-
perty. In some States the number of priests was fixed at
so few as to deny sufficient priests to minister to the
people., In Mexios City 25 or 28 prleats (3 Protestants
preaching in English) were authorized. Im some States
the number was larger than in others, depending upon the
authorities in each State, In some States no preachers
or priests could register or officlate. The Governor of
Tabasco is quoted as saying that "there is neither a priest
nor a saloon in Tabasco".

Dus to the agitation over the amendment to Article
Three

e e .
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Three, two States are salid recently to have driven out the
priests and no church services are held in those States.
Until the Government's poliey 1s accepted in those States,
the churches will probably be closed., As you are doubt=-
less aware, the present acute situation exists chlefly
because of the educational poliey, as exemplified by in-
sistence upon the amendment to Article Three. The Govern-
ment demands exclusive control of all primary and elementary
education, and compels all religious schools to be closed.
The Catholic Church denies the right of the State to con-
trol education. It insists that the ohild belongs to the
parent who cannot be denied the right to send children to

a chureh school, as he could do in the United States, The
fact that no church school is permitted to operate denles
parents what they regard as a natural right. This policy
is resented by many, and not all of them are Catholies. It
is more deeply resented by the priests who feel that the

education of children is an important funetion of the Catholie

Church.

The basis of the trouble here is education. In the five
hundred years since Cortez helped Malinche conguer lMexico,
the masses of the people (the Indians) have never been edu-
cated, Only a comparative few have been admitted to the
schools, mainly conducted by priests, nuns, ministers. With-
out such schools, even the few would not have enjoyed educa-
tional advantages. The Revolution began by driving out
Dfaz, who started as a patriot and ended up as the "step-
mother of Mexleans and the mother of forelgnera"; it was
born in hostility to casteand class rule dominated by a group
palled "Clentificos™; 1its objJect was to glve to the Indians
and meatizos land, liherty, education - three things they
had never enjoyed. 0f course the objectlves of the Revo=
lution have met with the opposition of the "Clentificos™ and
the wealthy and the high chureh authoritiea. General Calles
links together "the capitallsts and the clergy" as opponents
of the contest for exclusive control by the State of pril-
mary and elementary education and to require all private,
as well as public, schools to impart "soclalistic educa-
tion".

Nobody in authority has defined "scclalistic educatlon”.
Lest summsr there were protest parades over the publication
that the Minister of Eduscation, Mr. Bassols, had resolved to
require sexual education in the primary schools. Mothers
and fathers raised indignant objections to such instrue-
tion of young childremn. Mr,., Bassols denied it had ever
been contemplated in private or elementary schools, How=-
ever, the belief that it was on the program was widespread.
While I was in the United States, the President bowed to
the storm of protests and shifted Mr. Bassols from the

Department of Education to the Ministry of Gobernaclen.
Later
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Later he went to the United States and is completely out

of the ploture. Well informed men are of the opinion that
the gensral publie thinks that "soclalistic sducation" may
embrace sexual sducation and some are opposing the amendment
to Artiocle Three because they think there is no difference
between "soclalistie™ and "sexual” education., However that
may be, there is deep seated cpposition to the proposal.

In some instances soldiers and police were callasd upon to
disperse the massed protestants who gathered. Quite a
number of schools were closed because the puplls went on
strike against "soclalistlic education®., These strikes
seem 1o be over now, but they may flare up again,

The head and front of the demand for "soclalistic edu-
cation” is General Calles, the big man of Lexico. Presi-
dent Rodriguez and President-slact Cdrdenas publicly agree
and favor the amendment to the Constitution. Soma people
think that President Rodriguez would have preferred that
the issue should not have been raised now, Jjust as he was
ending his term with general popular approval., There are
those who say Cdrdenas was not keen to have it precipitated
Just on the eve of his succession. However, you can hear
elmost anything. Others hold that Cdrdenas is in hearty
agreement with Calles and both wish to end church educa-
tion and secure ratification of the amendment by the States
so Cédrdenas may put the new system into effect immediately
upon taking office. "The conflict had to come", said a
Mexlcan official to me, "™and the soconer the better”,

The bottom of the whole trouble is that the Revolu=
tionary Party believes that unless Catholies are ousted
from teaching the youth, the next generation will be tralned
to hate the principles of the revolution (land, liberty
and education for the Indians) and will restore the 01d
Order to fower. The Church leaders believe that under the
guise of "soclalistiec education" the leaders of the Revo-
lutionary Party wish to destroy all religion and make this
an athelstie eountry. Both sides are absolutely certain
they are right, and therefore the conflict i1s regarded as
vital. The party in power denies it is going to teach
hostility to religion, only to church establishmemts. They
say that since the days of Hidalgo and Juarez, the higher
ups in the Catholie Church have been hand in glove with
the rich and powerful who monopolized all the fruits of toil,
dooming the Indians and mestizos to grinding poverty and ,
conditions little if any better than slavery. ' They say .
thaz fought Madero, Carranza, Obregén, Calles - all revo=-
lutionary leaders, and Revolutionary leaders say 1t is
undeniable that Catholic leaders backed Dfaz and Huerta.
The passiomsof those days still burnm. Therefore the oppo-
sitlon to the "clergy and the capitalists".

A Tew ‘ |



A Tew days ago the Senators and Members of the House
of Deputles journeyed to Cuernavaca to assure General
Calles of their support. In the course of his address,
"the Chief", as members of the National Revolutionary Party
call General Calles, made an address which you or T.R.
would call "a fighting speech”™. He declared that he
had "agreed with the majority of the points made and to
the punishment of bishops and priests df the country as
being necessary, since these are the direct cause of these
activitlies; especlally since they are organizing and
prepari a movement which has already named its leaders,
and ask the colperation of the Jesults to serve as ad-
visers". He declared "this will provoke a crisis"™. He
salid that the Committee on Publie Safety "must not commit
injustices, there must not be strong feeling, all personal
feelings must be suppressed from action, and be free from
irajudincl". He favored removing all funetionaries not

n harmony with the revolutionary spirit. He expressed
pleasure that ™the laboring and peasant classes of the
Republie had resolved to support the National Congress and
the Executive". He added: "This is significant and im-
portant for it clears the path for carrying out those
vi:al reforms which mean so much to the life of the Revo-
lution®.

Comparatively few of the masses here read newspapers.
With a population of & million people in Mexico City,
the largest oclirculation enjoyed by any dally is something
ovar 60,000. Therefore, in order to impress its views
people organize parades or strikes and march by the Palace
or in the Zocalo, Sometimes it is advertised as "a silent
protest™. Such demonstrations influence publie opinion.
Mess actlon 1s always lmpressive. The opponents of "so-
gialistiec education™, having struck and paraded, its advo-
cates and defenders of the educatiomal polley of the Na-
tional Revolutionary Party is to make its counter demon=-
stratiom on Sunday. Its organizers expect it to be so
much bigger than any yet staged by opponents as to demon-
strate that publie opinion supports "scolalistie education™.
A11 the labor orgenizations, including those who have not
worked together, have organized "A National Committee of
Defense for Soecialistic Education™ and expect to have
150,000 men in the parade, inoluding agraristas from the
rural sections as well as city workers. The National Revo-
lutionary Party has called on "revolutionary ladiesa"™ to
participate in the manifestation. A1l government employees
are expected to take part.

The Army, with its over 50,000 men and over 300 Generals,
seems to be behind the Government. There are only two Gen-
erals who are accredited with being out of sympathy with the
poliey of General Calles, although there may be more who
are quiet. Inasmuch as there is prohibition of the sale

of
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of arms and munitions, any oppoaition would be at a great
disadvantage in case of any confliet. As long as the
Army is loyal to the Government, it will be very difficult
to organize any effective opposlition, even though there
ma{ be thousands who would like to make their opposition
Telt.

A few days ago 1t was reported that Archbishop Diaz,
of this ecity, had been ordered to leave the country be-
cause he had fomented the strikes and other opposition
to "soocialistie education™. This turned out to be untrue.
I had several talks with the Archblshop before I went
home this summer., He is a large man, with a strong and
benignant face, and I was strongly drawn to him. Those
who know him best essteem him highly, and say he would
never be gullty of inelting vliclence. In a statemant
to the press he says, "We are ignorant of all acts of
sedition which may be blamed to us™., He adds: "The
Naetional Episcopate doss not authorize Catholies to defend
the rights of the Chureh in its name by use of arms or by
a political party of a religious chagacter, but on the other
hand, makes known to them the grave obligation which they
have as oitizens to defend all thelr national rights by
all means which are liecit and legal, so that the prinel-
ples of justice and morality will always be preserved.™

If each party could make concessions, the Catholle
Chureh agreeing that the State should have exclusive con-
trol of primary and elementary education, and the Goverm-
ment giving the pecple the fullest right to open and ob-
serve religious services in as many churches as the
people could maintain, the day of universal education
and freedom of religion would bless thils republie. It
will come soms day, and it is a matter of sorrow that
before this condition is reached, there must econtinue to
be division and bitterness. Of one thing I am assured:
The Government intends at all hazard to control education
and impart to the youth what it calls "the principles of
the Revolution".

I heve never discussed religion or socialistic edu- ~
cation with any of the high Government offlcials. Gen-
eral Calles once told Ambassador Morrow that he did not
wish the american Ambassador to take up with him anything
goncerning the poliey of Mexico touching religlon. From
all appearances that seems to be the poliey of his suc-
cessors, and I have not volunteered to discuss any action
relating to religlon or the amendment to Article Three,
end no offieial has so much as touched upon these eontro-
versial matters in my many interviews,

This



This letter i1s much too long, but I thought it well
to send you such information as would throw light upon a
situation here which baffles full understanding.

Faithfully yours,

é‘gu.aum_ﬂ.o__
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México, November &, 1934,

Dear Franklin:

With relation to the criticlams made by certain
Catholie papers and organizations abouf my speech to the
members of the Seminar, composed of Amerlicans who were
here in July, I hed a letter to-day from Hon. Ernest
Er?lning, who was here at the time, in whioh Mr. Gruening
sald:

"] noted with surprise that you had been made
the target of a barrage--spparently carefully
timed--because of your alleged support of at-
tacks on the Catholie Church. I waa even more
surprised when I realized from reading the
newspaper accounts that the basis for this
eharge was contained in the words of greeting
which you addressed to the Seminar last July.
I had the good fortune and the pleasure to
be present on this occasion, and if you
should desire it, (should the need arlse]

I should be most happy to testify that nothing
gsemed more remote from the purport and ob-
vious purpose of that addreas than the intemnt
with whioch you were charged, Not that I
think you will need any such assistance, but
lhuull'yuu do so, I should be most happy to
BATVE.

By to-day's pouch I am forwarding to the State De-
partment a despateh contalning the substance of recent

informal talks with Dr., Pulg, Minister for Forelgn Af~-
fairs, and with General Calles, head of the National

Revolutionary

The Prealdent,
The White House.
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Revolutionary Party, who is oredited with leadership
in the proposed amendment to the Constitution intro-
duced recently in Congress, calling for "soolalistie
8ducation™, As these interviews throw light uponm a
delicate situation, I thought you would be interested
in readi ng them,

With warm regards,
Falthfully yours,

Jrspamr®ornialy
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Subjeot: Reportin anlels
lth Uene I .

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

sir:

On Thursday, after I had concluded the offlcial dis-
oussions with the Minister for Foreign Affairs at the
usual weekly conference, we fell into an informal conver-
sation about the agitation over the amendment to irtlole
Three of the Constitution, whieh glves execlusive control
of primary and elementary education to the sState; re-
quires "soolalistic education”; prohibits chureh sehools;
and requires private schools to accept the ecurrioculum nl;:;pt-
ed by the Government. During the conversation, I referred
to the resolution proposed in the Mexican Congress to expasl
from the Republic all the srehblishops and Bishops, and also
mentioned that certaln States were reported to have closed
churches and expelled priests. I told Doctor Fulg that
these reports recelved world-wide publication. I% was

evident
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evident that some of the extreme remarks and sctions to
whieh I alluded had disturbed Dector Fulg, not alone because
he could not mpprove of them, but alsc because he thinks
the economie reforms should be paramount. *The people
must eat”, he sald,

He %old me that he had not seen President-elect
Odrdenas since the lust of June and that his advice had
not besn asked about the educational and rellgious polioles
about which there hed been recent agitation. And he sald
he had volunteered no advice. The reason he hed not asked
for any conference with the incoming Fresident was because
he 414 not wish to seem to ask for anything for himself or
appear to be a receptive candidate for any post in the new
administration. He said: "General Cdrdenas is & very
honest and stralghtforward msn who earnestly desires the
welfare of the workers. His heart is in improving thelr
eondition and in advancing education. For that reason he
will stand for ‘socislistic education' and like measures~.

From the early sgltation of the new sducational poli-
oles, and the opposition to them, I have wished to regls-
ter my hope that Mexieco's oourse would be such as not to
disturb pleasant relatlons or to Jeopardize the prestige
1% has gained in recent years. I sald as much to Dootor
Fulg. He understood, and sdded that the agreement made
with the Churel in 1926 bad been a mistake and he thought
General Calles was alsc of that opinion. 1 then told him
that I had considered talking over the situation with
Genaral Calleas.

"Why don't you do 1%7" he sald. "The last time I saw
kim he sent & message of regards to you. lis holde you in
high esteem. I muhu-w-ntfm-rwugotn'
Cuernavaca to see him".
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Imumummmtxmugnu
Friday moruing. 1 went &t the ajpointed time and had an
interesting conversation with Genersul Calles at bhis home.
1 asked ur. Sohott, Second Seeretary of the Embassy, to
g0 with me and aet as interpreter. Upon his return %o
the Zmbassy, Mr. sSchott wrote a memorandum of the gonver=
satlon, which I am enclosing herewith. ;

The purpcse of my visit to General Calles was, with-
out any offielal request, to present to him my bellef that
anything that savored of demying the right to worship was
a backward step fraught with loass of prestige to his
gountry. I eould not make any officisl representations
to the Covernment about ite internal polioy whem no imeri-
oans are direotly involved. I was advertent also to the
faot that General Calles hed let Ambassadors Morrow and
Clark know that he 414 not wish them to bring up Mexico's
religious situation in any diplomatiec disoussions. This
mlﬂummulmm-rth-mthrihuh
the priests were registered and returned to holding ser-
viees in the Catholic ehurehes, an arrangement which
General Calles says shey violated within three months.

I found in my last comversation,before Friday's visit,
ﬂuﬂmulm-mthnlmhuimﬂﬂm
liew Deal and in support of Fresident Hoosevelt's "good
neighbor” poliey, and in wishing the strengthening in Pan
dmerican cofmration. At that time he thought Lurcpe was
decadent and the hope of the solution of world problems
lay in american colperative effort. lils opinion, ex-
pressed then, 1§ unchanged. We at rirst disoussed the
terrible plight of Kurope, and then I brought up the mate
ters whloh prompted me to go %o Cuernavaoa. Ky hope was
to convinee him that She economle reforms and internaticnal
under-
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understanding were endangered by the bellief that Mexioco
was denying rellgious freedom, 1 found that he belleves
that unless the party of which he 1s the head has ex-
olusive direction of education, the eclargy is so bent
upon dlreoting the mind of youth,in order that they may
obtalin political power end overthrow the Hevolutionary
Party and ite policies, that they will prectloe seditlon
to llimlh the Catholie Chureh in pover. In his review
of eonditions in the post he emid shat the Catholie Church
was 80 resolved to regain power that it "assassinated
Obregén®. lie denles that there ls any denial of the right
to worship, but only a determination that the olergy can-
not obtaln political power. as Ur, Oohott Has correotly
summarized the conversation, I need not enlurge upon it.

Un the other side, the clargy belleve: that the Gov-
ernment 1s the foe of religion and is bent upon replacing
Christlanity with materialisn and irrelizion. These two
opposing views, honestly held by many on each side, make
almost an impesse. The Government's position 1s baoked
by most of the workers and the .rmy. "l am a Cathollio"
sald a Mexican General to me the other day, "but I am
also a Mexloan and stend for 'soclalistic edusation'~,
4b long as the workers and the Hevolutlonary leaders and
the srmy are united, they are able %o sarry out their
program,

Sinece 1t was obvious from General Calles' attlitude
durlng the eatlre conversatlion that he had very definlte
and inflexible views on the guestlion of religlom and edu-
cation, I feel that it would be lnadvisable for me to taks
any actlon on this subject exeapt to keep the Uepartment

advised of developments.

Hespeotfully
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Hespeetfully yours, .

Josephus Danlels.

fnelosure:
Mr. Sohott's Memorandum of Conversatlion between Ceneral
Calles and .mbassador Daniels on lNovember 2, 1934.

JD VK
(In duplicate to the Department )
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Enolosure to Despatch lo. of November 5, im.
from the Embassy at Mexico City.

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
The inbassador

México, November 2, 1934,

Hith Gemeral Calles.

The Ambassador called upon General Callea, who 1la
called the "Jefe Mdximo de la Revoluclén”, at his home in
Cuernaveea, at 10:40 a.m. to-day, by appointment, and asked
me %0 acocompany him %o aot as interpreter, sinoe Genaral
Calles speaks no Snglish,

The Ambassador began the conversation by saying that,
a8 he had not seen the General for some time, ha wished to
pay his respects and to learn the General's reaction to
the present unsettled world conditions, as desoribed in a
recent statement by Foreign Minister rlerre Laval, who
sald: "Civilisation has gone to pot; we have alipped back
to the Dark Ages”. The Jmbassador said that he wished to
learn at first hand the Gensral's philosophy in these drift-
ing days whem the world seemed to be unsettled, He added
that he hoped General Calles was very well.

The Gmm; :-u th:: he had mot falt i:ull.b:nr ﬂu
past two days that hoped soon agaln quite
fit. He nnnhﬁ-hd the pleture of the world to-day as
being very dark. The gold-standard ecuntries, partiou-
larly Belgium and Switzerland, had come under the §inencial
sontrol of France and their msintenance of the go ateandard
would harm them commereiamlly and lead to an unfavorable
balanga of trade. Europe was confronted with difficulties
on all sides and he balieved a conflagration might be started
anywhere, at the slightest provocation.

In this continent, the Ambassador said, where condi-

tions were relatively better, both he and the General had

in an interview last year, that the Pamn Amerlican
untries should coliperate for the good of the world.

The Qensral agreed, and added that this 1dea had
oaused his great interest in the Montevideo Confersmoe,
where he had hoped the materlal and spiritual relations
of the ¢ountries of this hemisphere would be lmproved.
Alreandy, he found, trade relations of the United States
with Latin Ameriean countries had improved, and better re-
sults had been obtained at Montevideo than had been hoped
for befors tha Confersnce mat.

The Ambassador then referred to a report in this morn-
ing's newspapers whersin John B, Glenn, New York igent of
the Banoco Naolonal de léxico, was quoted as having said
bafore the Foreign Trade isscoiatlon at New York, yesterday:

"The



*The stability of the present government of
Mexioo 1s unguestioned, The condition of the
treasury ls excellent. The government w&?‘
is balanced, and aside from the foreign debt
service whieh has not yet been normalized but
on whioch the government is studylng & plan %o
pressnt to the bondholders, as per the assur-
ance glvem by the President in hls message %o
congress on Jeptember lst of thls year Mexioo
is one of the few nations that is nl'piu up
its current debt payments.”

The General remarked that Mexlico's eeonomic condition
% most favorable and that her ourremecy condition was quite
-

The .:lh:;ldﬁr u::d that, in tmhmtﬁ«u. the
mkhgltu on had argons a © B e begin-
ning of the Roosevelt ul-iuﬂtntim which had gone a long
way to protect the publie finaneislly, and to improve the
lot of the people.

The Gensral replisd that, although President Hoosevelt
had made great strides in this eonneetlon, he had not achieved
the full harvest for which he had planted; that the bank-
ars afforded him the greatest obstacle to the development
of his ideas; and that hls groatest support was labor,
which support he would have to retaln,

The Ambassador sald that, nevertheless, it had become
more diffioult in the United States in the Hoosevelt adminis-
tration for power to beeome concentrated in a few hands.

The General remarked that such a situationm was reached
more easily in Wexleo.

In the United States a few years ago, the @mbassador
sald, the tangible units of Government consls of a jail
and & town hell, and public welfare was given little at-
tention. Now, he ocontinued, the amount spent for publie
education mlone exceeded all else in the publle budget,
ineluding armament.

The General repllied that lexico had adopted the same
gourse and would appropriate annually greater sums for
educational purposes. The large sums belng spent g:.mu
on armement were considered by him an economie mis and
a danger to peace.

The Ambassador then asked im a general as to the
pressnt extent of the school system and as %o great a
percentage of Mexicam shildren were recelvi education,
and whether the State could provide seohools for all the
ohildren if private and parcehial schools were closed.

The Gensral replied that, off hand, he did not know
the statistlies, which could be obtained from the Hinhm
of Education, but that, while the number of sehools at
was inadequate, it was hoped eventually to have one sohool
for every tnn‘r pupils.

The Ambassador then asked how present school attendanoe
gompared
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compared with that of the time whem it was controlled by the
religlous bodies.

The General replied that education of a sort was wide-
spread in those days, but that it left the people in ig=-
norance, as a consequence of which many millions of Mexi=-
cans were now living lm primitive conditions. The objeot
of the Cathelie Church, he added, was t0 keep the masses
in ignorance and to dominate the country through an alliance
with eapitalism, which it had done for the better part of
four eanturies.

In line with the edusational reform leglislation re-
cently passed by Congress, the imbassador asked what would
be the edusatlonal program of the Government, (He refarrad
to the Amendment of Artiele Thres of the Constitutlon, re-
quiring "soelallstie education".)

The General replisd that nme religion would be taught
in the schools; that the school would combine general sdu-
cation with technical training; that definite, natural,
and soientifle knowledge would be imparted, to replace thes
obsours and non-technlioal edusatlon previcusly given by
the Catholle eclergy. As an example, he stated that moat
of the peasants bellaved a certalm Saint produsced the raim
and they were eternally hunting up lmages befors whioch to

for rain. He also sald the peasants were taught to
believe that earthguakes were semt by God to &dnniuh people
for their sins, In the future, childrem wo be taught
that ralnm and earthquakes were phenomena of nature.

The Ambassador asked what was meant by "socialistle
education”, He sald he had heard no authoritative defl-

-1‘1“ thereof.

The General sald that its objeet was to teach childresn
to live in collective units of soclety where the good of
others would be considered superlor to nersonal good and
advantage. The reports of the methods of teaching so-
called sexual edutation in Mexleo - such as undressing
children of both sexes in mixed children's gatherings,
foreing children to witness childbirths and the reproduection
aots of animals - were branded by the General as utter
falsshoods, He continued by sayinz that such sexual edu-
cation as would be taught was but an exposition of natural
phenomena sulitable to the age of the person and designed to
offset ignorance of life and the vicious storles. He said,
further, that a complete program for sugh edusation had besn
worked out in the State of Somora, which program would serve
as an example for the reat of the country.

The Anbassador then sugzested that 1f the Govermment
gonsldered primary and slementary sdusation to be its esxolu-
sive funetiom, would 1t not be wise to make kmown in Mexloo
and abroad that freedom of worshlp would be guaranteed in

Hexico.

The Genseral said there was no restraint upon faith or
worship, but that the clergy was restralned from teaching
because its teaching resulted in attempts 0 undermine the
prineiples for which the Hevolution was fought and to defeat
the Government's poliocies. The cleriocs would risk the

guilt
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gullt of sedition to acoomplish their ends,

The imbassador them inquired if the ldea of not im-
parting religious education meant an interference with
religion, and if it were not the fear of such sehool
polley to whloh the Catholie elergy objected.

The Gensral replied that the State had absolutely no
intention of interfering with religiom as such, but was
determined to break the eontrel of the Chureh over the
minds of Mexliecamn youth, and the dominion whiech the former
had held over the peoples, to the latter's detriment, for
nearly four hundred years. He asserted that the Church
would oppose the existence of any school over which it
did not exerclse control, call it by any name - soclalistie,
comunistic, Nazist, Fausolst, or what not.

The Ambassador sald that in the United States, while
theres was compulsory education, parents were prhii.pl
to send thelr childrem to any sort of school they chose,
and asked why a like g:lh{ would not werk as w:{]. in
Mexioeo as it did im United States,

The General replied: "Let me tell you a story”. There-
upen he undertook to tell what had happened in Mexleo during
the ecenturles in which the elergy controlled edusation - the
people were left in ignorance and in poverty, and if the
elerics again controlled the sohools, they would teach
that the principles of the Hevolution were wrong and,
through the children of the eountry, and then the parents,
seek to control the State.

The Ambassador then said that he was interested in
knowlng what would be the fate of private schools in
Mexico under the new educational plan.

General Calles replied thut all education in Mexleo
would be ocontrolled by the State, which would maks avary
effort to employ only teachers who were efflcisnt and com-
petent. Private schools would be permitted to functionm
but only under striet Govermnment control and survelllanoe.
Thls he considered to be the only method of preventing
Catholie influence from again creseping in,

It had been reported to him, the Ambassador said
that, at least in certain parts of the ecountry, priests
had been expelled, end inguired 1f ths General 4id not
balieve this action might have an adverse affeset om publie
mnyi.uu in the United States which now was so favorable to

00,

The Genaral believed that suech would be the case but
that the Mexican Government would have to andure this re-
actlon., Already, he sald, from reports recelved from
the Unlted States, and from reading newspapers published
there by the Catholie press, a great amount of propaganda
agalnat the Mexiean Government, which sxtended most un-
Juatly to the Ambassador, was belng made, and he referred
to the visit to Washington of Monseflor RHulz y Florsa, the
expelled Apostolle Delegate. This, he declared, was part
of a great plot organized in Mexice by Homan Catholie
priests (than whom, he emphatically stated, there were no
worse jubversive agenta in the world), whose program was
similar to that whileh they had attempted to carry out in

1926 -
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1986 - sedition, armed rebellion, even assassination., The
sltuation at present, he sald, was not as diffloult as wap
that in 1986, when the Cathollo Churohes were abandoned, &
commerelal boyoott was carrled out, an armed rebelliom was
organised, and General Obregdn was assassinated. He re-
peated: "The priests assassinated Genersal Obregdn”.

The entire Catholie program feiled, Oeneral Calles
continued, and the Government emerged completely vietorious.
Thereafter, however, the latter chose to be conolliatery
and came to an agreement with the Churech, by virtue of
whioch the latter agreed to eschew politles. At that
time, the General eald, he received a letter from the
uuh‘hhp of Mexico asking him to become the leader of
the Catholios im Mexieco, for which the Chureh would make
?ll the greatest man in imeriea. The General ignored the

etter,

Within three months, the Gemeral went on, the Church
began to break the agreement, to consplre nglin.lt the
Govermment, and to attack the Hevoluticnary leaders, O
this conspiracy, which had continued to date, imbassador
Morrow was the first vietim.

Wow, the General seid, the Government wams fully aware
that the same tactics as in 1928 hagr been planned - sedi=
tion, armed rebelliom, and assassination. The Catholie
plot again would fall, the Gemeral conecluded, because the
Bovernment was determined to break the temporal power of
the Chureh in Mexieo. Only to-dey had he received a
letter from a Catholie priest in lexico, addressed to
Monsefior Hulz y Flores, deplor the fallure of the op-

tion movement in the Univeralty "because of the de-
sotion of some of the authorities”, 0f what, the Genar-
al inguired, did the University have to camplain? The
Government hed given it a large subsidy and autonomy, and
had not affected it by the program of educational reform.
However, the Church had fomented this agitation, using
uniﬂultr youths, along with women and children, elements
whioch the Government could not well attack, to further 1ts
object of defeat the Govermsent and of maintaining tem-
poral power in Mexieo, The Church has shown its line of
attagk and the Govermment would follow 1t there to the end.

The Ambassador referred to a proposal recently made
before the Mexlean Senate, to petitiom the President to
all Catholie Archbishops, Bishops, and priests from
the country, and asked if this might not diseriminate
against some innoeent partles.

To this General Galles replied that the hlgher Churech
dignitaries were known to act conoart under orders
from the Vatiean, end that none amongst was lnnocent.
The Mexiecan priests, he declarsd, were méstly 'ifnmnt
persons who blindly obeyed thelr superlors. s was
dirfieult for e in the United States to understand,
because the priests there were of a much higher order, He
warned, however, that should the Catholie Chureh in the
United States for any reason oppose the Government there,
the latter's problem would be the same as was the present
one in Mexiso. The Mexlcan Govornment, the General added,
214 not wish to be vindictive, nor was it seting with
passion. The whole case min.lt the clergy for its sedi-

tlous
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tious mets, as was correotly reported by the lMexioan press,
had been consigned to the Federal Attorney Gemeral, Portes
Gil, for investigation and )rosesution,

The iubassador commented on the nossible adverse ef-
feot throughout the world which the expulsion from Mexico
of high ecolesiamstioal authorities mlght have on publie
opinion, to the injury of Mexiso.

General Calles replied that this also nrobably would
eventuate, but, sinee the Govermment had atteupted to
explain 1‘- resition anent the Church in 1926 not only te
the people of the United sStates and all Amerlies, but
of “pain, France, Italy, and the world in general as well,
which attempt had been circumvented by the Chureh, he cone
sidered that the setions of the Government would have to
stand, even If undefended before the world,

The Ambassador inguired how the reople themselves
would aceept the new order of things.

The General stated that a majority of the people
primarily exce sting a few hundred old women, were in favor
of .I.t{ that they soon would be accustomed to not hl‘l‘!.l#
priests lead all soolal and sultural setivit § end tha
Sunday religious services would be replaoced {1 eultural
serviees, by soclal entertalnment, esthetic performances
and leetures. Further, he sald that tempe rance would
be enecouraged, without, however, using radieal methods,

The trend of the Ambassador's gqusstioms and remarks,
after the discussion of world scnditions, was that of a
belief in the polley of the United sStates regarding educa-
tlon and religion, and of a fear that the elffeet of ex-
pelling priests rrom and elosing churches in kexieo would
tend to impair the good relatioms between the two nelghboprs
ing eountries,

The trend of the General's anawers and remarks was
that of Mexieo's necessity for following the eourse
which her long experience demanded as negessary for iln-
suring the education of the people freeing them from
dogma and superstition, and httn'ing the economic scon-
ditions of the nmtr‘;. He insisted time and again that
the clergy would not ist from efforts to organize its
followers for purposes of politieal gontreol, led by the
Housn Cemtholie priests who were pastmasters at political
intrigue, and that the Chureh, in order to recapture its
Tormer politieal power would resort to the sane methods
which it had employed in the past, lie sald that similar
conditions did not exist in the United states where
clerieal dominstion had never heen ur-rhn-‘.

mtnﬂﬂnmhlnwlﬂlhu.

No attempt has been made to quote directly the ree-
marks of either the .mbassador or General Calles, who
elueciduted on these guestions and auswers. This memorandum
is designed to glve a Sumsary of the conversation as acourate-
ly as memory pernitted,

Hl il E Eii;
Jeeond d-n:urr of Kmbassy.
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México, December 1, 1934,

PERSONAL .

Dear Lr. President:

Your message of greeting and good wlshes to General
Cérdenas on his inauguration yesterday was greatly appre-
clated. In eddition to your direct message, I conveyed
to him in person your good wishes, and expressed the hope
that the perfectly beautiful day of his induetion into
office would prove a good omen. I also added that you
and your ecountrymen wished prosperity and peace for Mexlco
and the strengthening of friendship between the government
and peoples of the two neighboring republics. In his in-
augural address, with respect to foreign relations, Presi-
dent Cdrdenas sald:

"Jexico will continue to preserve its polliey

of cordiality and good understanding, contlnuing
as up to the present time to maintain herself
within the strict canons of international law

and to make stronger the bonds of friendship
which unite her with the other nations of the
world. The dearest desire that we can cherish
is that we may be understood in our guality of

a young people who propose to put an end to the
survivel of a regime of exploitation, and who

is establishing the basis of a more Just and humane
soclology in which the miseries of our laboring
glasses, and especlally of the lndigenous classes,
may be remedied.™

In company with the score of Special Ambassadors, ap-
pointed by their governments to attend the inaugural, I
called at the National Palace on Friday, shortly after the
inauguration ceremonies, when Dr. Belaunde, Dean of the
Special Ambassadors, read an address of feliecitatlion to
the new President and in the course of his reply, President

Cdrdenas

The President,
The White House.



Cdrdenas sald:

"The standards in international policles whioch
my honorable predecessor maintained will continue
to be observed in their entirety, and regarding
the friendliness of those relations, my govern-
ment will earnestly second all that which tends
to strengthen them. sss My desire ls that
of gulding Mexico along the road of constant
rogress, and one of the means for effecting
t+ is undoubtedly that of a perfeét accord
with all the peoples of the earth.”

The full text of the inaugural address is being sent
to the State Department in to-day's pouch.

The arrangement of the inauguration, so far as the
great body of the people is concerned, was better than
ours, but has no such impressive background as our Capitol
affords. It was held in the Netional Stadium where
28,000 people were seated, There were thousands, who could
not gain admission to the Stadium, in the streets adjacent
to it, They came from all parts of the republie, particu=-
larly from Michoacan (the native State of the new President],
Tabasco, governed by Garrido Canabal (who was named Secre-
tary of Agriculture in the Cabinet}, and among the throng
were several hundred youths from Tabasco wearing red shirts.
This delegation was the most enthusiastic of all.

The Cabinet is composed entirely, or almost so, of men
who were conspleuous in the revolution or their sons, like
Governor Calles, of Sonora, who is the son of General
Calles, whose counsel 1s said to be seen in the selectlon
of at least half of the Cabinet. Of the Cabinet Members,
the leaders have been noted for their advocacy of policles
whiech the more conservative people here call radical. These
policies inoclude execlusive control of all primary and elemen-
tary education by the State; an agrarian polioy looking
to dohating lend to tillers of the soil; minimum wages
for laborers; the British and Amerlcan owners of ol
fields (they own ninety per cent of those) fear they are
to be deprived of some of their holdings because the
Government claims their titles are defective; and for-
elgn holders of large properties fear that "Mexlco for
the Mexlcans" may work to their injury; and the problem
about the Catholle Chureh which has given trouble here
sinee in the days of Juarez all church property was na-—
tionalized, but under Diaz those Constitutional provislons
were dlsregarded, and the Catholie Church returned te practi-

cal
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cal control of education, with schools by other churches,
while efficient or diffused public education was negligible.
The Cathollc leaders stood by Diaz and by Huerta and op-
posed all the leaders of the Revolution from Carranza to
Calles. The bitterness of those old clashes, particularly
in the Cristero rebellion of 1926 and the Escobar rebellion
and the assassination of General Obregén in 1928, for which
the Revolutionary leaders held leaders of the Catholle
Church responsible, still rankle., The Cethollie leaders
believe the Government is anti-religious and that if
priests are not allowed to glve religious instrustion in
their schools this country will become athelstic. The
Revolutionary leaders hold that Catholic priests are de-
termined to undermine Revolutionary doctrines end their
glving instruetion to children would result in returning
lexico to the old order when the masses were illiterate

and very poor, and had no voice in their government, Here-
in lies the impasse.

You will recall that all the Catholie churches here
Were Cclosed for more than a year prior to Ambassador
Morraw's coming because the priests refused to obey the
law requiring them to register. A truce was then arranged
under the terms of which the Archbishop registered the
rriestas. The churches were opened,each State fixing the
number of priests who could officlate. Not long ago Dr.
Puig told me that he was of the opinion that this compro-
mise agreement was a mistake.

The recent trouble here revolves around the new amend-
ment to the Constitutlion requiring "soclallistic education”
and preventing religlous instruction im any sehool. This
naturally runs counter to the Catholic's belief that re-
ligious edusation of children is essentlal in the schools.
This difference has created a situation that has brought
about some distressing ineidents., In some States churches
have been closed and priests expelled, Two men and a
child were killed this week in Huixtla, in the State of
Chiapas, when they sought to prevent the taking of statues
of saints out of their church and the burning of these
statues by men in the confidence of Governor Grajales.

The taking or hurning of church property 1s in violation
of the rules of the “ecretary of the Treasury, which
Department has ocharge of all churches as the property of
the nation. Last week a prlest killed a woman who had
gone to his village to teach and also killed the man and -
his wife in whose home the teacher was living., It 1is be-
lieved the priest had lost his mind, due to brooding over
the taking over of education from his direction and giving
it to the teachers appointed by the State authorities.

It



It 18 my opinion that if the Government were wise, if
it is determined, as is evident, to take exclusive charge
of education, 1t would make public guarantees of freedom
of religious worship and neither reduce the number of
prieats nor permit the closing of all churches in any
State, as has been done in some. The reason given for
reduclng or expelling priests is the allegation that they
engage in polities and fight the poligles of the govern-
ment. In some cases this ls probably more of an excuse
than a reason, though in the past thers has undoubtedly
been political activity by some church authorities, HNow
that the Govermment has secured the ratificatlon of the
amendment to Article Three (requiring soclalistic educa-
tion), there are those who believe a wiser and more moderate
poliey will be followed, It is to be hoped that they are
right, for unleas the pecple have opportunity to worshlp
according to their desires, there will be resentment, even
if smouldering, which bodes no good.

Archbishop Diaz of this city is held in high regard
by all and I believe his chief desire lles along spiri-
tual lines. His statements urge pecple to engage 1in
no vioclence. I have found him broad and wise in my
conversations with him.

The Indian influence is pronounced in the CArdenas
Cabinet, probably more so than in any previous govern-
ment. The future of lexico rests upon giving the Indians,
who conatitute three fourths of the population, a better
chance than they have ever enjoyed.

I thought the above might interest you, followlng the
change of administration. Of course I have furmlshed the
State Department full accounts of the new President and
such information about the new Cabinet as could be sscured

yesterday and to-day.
With affectionate regards,
Faithfully yours,

W1




March 1, 1935.

Dear Chief:-

It 1e 1literal e that I cannot even gilve
thought to mplmnaﬂﬂhinkrwmm h::ursl
the Forelgn Office. I have always wanted to wvisit Mexioc
but this particular year it 1s poseible that the Session
of the Congress will last into the summer and, in any
event, I shall probably be so much in need of complete
relaxation after adjournment that I ghall geek absolute
quiet by golng on board ship and avolding, Aif
poesible, all visits and official cersmonies.

The Senate, as you know by this time, 18 a
complete and absurd mess. The big Work Relief lhl is
only one item. They will get into similar absurdities
and ill-considered positions on the N.R.A. extension
1 slation, on social insurance, on aviation, on
pping, on bomus, and probebly a half a dozen other
cholce subjects. I am saying very little, keeping my
temper and letting them literally stew in their own
Jalce. I think it is the best policy for a while, and,
incidentally, I hope that the Longs and others will
etub t.‘tru!.r toesa! 8 18, of coursee, ;.;;u-.{ dﬁiﬁt
Year, for we are pa emergency le at
seeking to improve or make permanent many things which
could not poesibly have succeeded two years ago.

As ever yours,

Honorable Josephus Daniels,
American Eubesey,
Mexico.

L'}\j T 1||r .



/:::a.m. BY POUCH

EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

México, February 19, 1935,

BERSONAL .

Dear Franklin:

It is gratifying that my suggestion of your holding
in abayance any decision about coming to Mexleco until the
atmosphere clears meets with your approval. In connectlon
with the expectation of your coming, raised by the informa-
tion conveyed to President Cdrdenas by former-President Rod-
riguez after his visit to the White House, the Minister
for Foreign Affairs requested me to call at the Foreign
Office yesterday morning. When I arrived he conveyed a
message from President Cédrdenas hoping you would honor the
country by coming here, and adding that he wished me to as-
certain your intention. He will be glad to send you a for-
mal invitation, if it is agreeabls.

I am encloaing a copy of my da-gltnh to the State
Department, glving the conversation between Mr. Portes Gil
and myself, You will observe that I indicated you would
probably not make any plans for the summer untll you kmew
when Congress would adjourn, and that nobody would know

the date of ad journment unt i1 late in the spring or early

in the summer. I did thia to convey the idea that no early
decision need be expecteds, I hope this meets with your
approval.

There is one phase of the matter that has occcurred to
me, It is that the Government's show of interest at this
time may be prompted by the belief that your coming would
be helpful to the Government officials. It undoubtedly
would, but it might be interpreted as lmplying that you
gave your countenance or acceptance of the polleles which
have caused controversy in the Unlted States. You know that
such interpretation might give excuse for hostile criticlsm
by some of the ardent Catholies who are behind the Borah
resolution. By all means I would wish nothing of that
sort. If any offielal is to receive their criticism, let

it fall on me.
By

The Presidasnt,
The White House.



By this I do not mean to imply that the invitation ls
prompted by desire of the Government to make capltal out of a
courtesy visit by the President of the United States., By no
means. The Fresident and leaders and the people hold you
in high esteem and would &t any time heil your visit, inde-
pendent of any advantage that would come to Lexico or its
publioc officiamls, Naturally, however, they do not overlook
the beneafit which sush show nf friundlfuoal to kexico would
impart to the Cdrdenas sdministration. It 1s egually true
that i1t might enable orities to say your wisit was indicative
of your approval of the policles so strongly condemnsd at
homs, same of which are moat deplorable, both from our polint
of view and in the long run to the highest interest of lisxioco,

Please let me know your declsion and what answer I shall
make to the Foreign Minister.

Hurrah for the Supreme Court! I telegraphed congratula-
tionas to Homer. I would have sent one to each of the other
four judges who concurred if I had deemed it proper. I also
wanted to semd this telegram to LicHeynolds: "lene, mene tekal
upharsin”. Personally I like him but share Wilson's dis-
appointment in him. You know Wilsom appolnted him because
though an Assistant Attorney General he prosecuted the Amsri-
can Tobacco combine, having much to do with convieting it
as a Viclator of the anti-trust laws, and he refused to con-
gur in Wickersham's sham settlement. Wilson thought that made
him a Progressive, but since he has been on the Court he has
bean the most reactionary of the reactionaries, One of these
days it may be necessary to take mction against the four
blg tobtaceo companies whioh have co-operated to starve the tobac-
o0 Erowars untli ou forced lnereased pricea through the
Auhohe The people have never benefitted from the so-
called dissolution of the trust, though Uncle Sam does get

more revenus.
Affectionately yours, . 2

P.3. I am hoping to come home for May if Boss Cordell Hull
will give me leave. At that time I will go over the
whole situation here and give you the background.

JD



México, February 18, 1948,

aid hoo

The [onoreble

The Seeretary of state,

Washlngton, in.C,

élry

Ihﬂlhmhmmtthhmnlnllm
Tequested by the Kinister for Forelgn Afrairs to call at
the Forelgn Offioe at noon, He communicated to me that
ke had talked with President Cdrdenas on Saturdaey last
and the President hed asked him to take up with me the
news thet hed come to him that President Hoosevelt cone
templated « visit to Lexioo during the ooming swmser. He
quoted President Cdrdenas es saying Mexico would be greatly
Pleased to recelve vur President as its guest and would be
honored by a vieit from him, He, therefore, wished to
eonfirm the report of a contesplated visit and ssid he
would be happy to extend him avery hospitality and meet
him at the border. Presldent Cérdenas does not wish to
extend a formsl invitation unless it will be nooeptable,

The
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The Foreign Minlster went on to suy that,upon his return
fron Weshington, former-President iodrfiguesz, who took Lunch
at the Vhite House, hud Informed President Cdrdenas that
Fresident Hoosevelt told Lim that he wished to come %o
Hexioo and hud spoken of entering the country by way of
Laredo, visitiug Mexico City, and probably golng to Guada-
lajara, and proceeding to ieapuleo where he would tuke a
ship and return to the United States by way of the Panaua
Canal.,

The Minister conveyed his own slnoere hope, with that
of his President, that the suggested plan would be carried
out. He wus enthiusisstle in declaring that Presldent Roose-
velt would receive u notable and friendly weloome from the
whole Hexioan people and from its publie offielals. He
sald President Cdrdenas would weet President Roosevelt at
Laredo, if the plan outlined by General kodrigues waterlalizes,
and sscort him to the kexlioun capital., He asked me i I
hed any information about the plana of President Hoosevelt.

I stated to the linlster that when I was in wWashington
in May of 1934, I had been informed by the Presldent that
he hoped to go %o the Pacifie Coast in the summer of 1938,
and wished to go by the southern route., If so, he would be
glad for arrangecents t0 be made by whioh at some olty on
the border a meeting ocould be arranged so that he and the
President of Hexloo might exehsnge grestings, easch President
erossing over into the eountry uf the other.

1 told the Minister that, while I had no recent informa-
tion frou Fresldent Hoosevelt, hils movements would undoubted-
ly be affected by the time Congress romained in session and
he might not be able to mevept any invitation to leave wush-
ington until he knew when Congress would ndjourn.

"About
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"About what tlme will Congress adjourn?” the Uinister
asked.

I replied "that 18 in the lap of the godes™; that not
even Congressmen ocould predlet uatil late in the spring when
the business of the session would be completed, I said that
usually a session of Congress did not ad Journ until June,
and it was sometimes in session later in the suier; that
sometines the hot weather of late epring or early susmer
affected the time of ad journment.

1 can assure you that the Govermsent here, backed by
the peophe, would rejolee to weloows President Roosevelt
and the reception accorded him would be without precedent,
fie is held in high esteem in Lexico and his "Good Nelghbor®
poliey has given gratification to the Government and to
the people, I may be permitted to express the hope that
I may convey to the Forelgn Minister assurance that the
plan referred to by former-President Rodriguez may be
carried out,

Hespesotfully yours,

Josephus Lanlels,
A true copy of

the signed ariy-
800.1 (Hoosavelt) inal.
JO: VK ﬁd ,

(In duplicate to Department)




Mexico, 4pril 1, 1935,

Dear Franklin:

As to what goes on north of the Rio Grande, I
am like Will Rogers: "All I know is what I see in
the papers." I was glad to see that you could get
away from Washington after a hard winter for a few
days of fishing and sailing the warmer waters, If
our country did not now bave too much territory &nd
encugh troubles, I would wish that a Monroe Doctrine
had been in existence before Great Eritain obtained
poesesslon of delightful islands near our coast.

Our experience witn the Philippines, Porto Rieo and
the Virgin Islands has mRde me a convert to the idea
that our country ought never to have sougnt exran~
s8ion except of contiguous territory on our sontinent.
I even doubt the purchase of Alaske. I was Chief
Clark in the Interior Department in the second Cleve-
land administration, when he sent "Paramount" Blount
to Honolulu and then hauled down the flag which had
been raised by the preceding administration above
the palace when we "took" Hawaii. I realize the
strategical value of these islands now, but I was an
enthusisstic supporter of Grover when he hauled down
the flag. I learned then how the slogan "We hauled
down the American flag" stirred the American people
and could feel their resentment and repudiation of
what I regarded as Cleveland's act of justice. When
later I went to Hawaii I learned the secret of the
erganized so-called revolution by which a few Ameri-
cans, some in this country and some in Honolulu, took
the country from its own people. It is & dangerous
thing to haul down the Americen flag, even if it
floats where it was hoisted by force., The hardest
thing to fight is a sloganl I hope no such revul-
sion will come from your agreeingz to hauling down
the flag in the Philippines, You could not do the
righteous act with sueh little protest, however,
bat for the fact that the sugar growers of our coun-
try resent the advantages that the sugar growers in
the

The Honorable
Franklin D. Hoos evelt,
The White House,

Washington.
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the Philippines enjoy. They have company in those
whose pookets are touched by Fhilippine competition,
Before that selfish intent converted them to the old
dooctrine I preasched in 1900: "Down with Imperialism",
- the sugar-growing sections were strong for "Mani-
fest Destiny" and "Benevolent Assimilation", Their
change of front is another proof that "the Jjingle of
the guinea neals the hurt that honar feels".

I started this letter merely as an aftermath
to your sea trip that carried you into the British
domain, to relate a good story told here a few weeks
ago, Admiral Best, in command of British ships on
this side of the ocean, with his officers, left the
flag-ship YORK at Veracruz and came up here for &
visit to the Mexisan Minister and for recreation in
this interesting country. I had met him at Hosyth
when I was there in 1919, on the way to see the in-
terned German fleet at Boapa Flow, He met you when
you were in Europe during or just after the Vorld
War, but I gueas you do not recall what was a casual
meeting. My wife and I were invited to meet the Ad-
miral at a dinner given by the British Minister. At
the dinner he told this story:

Some years ago, when British and
Ameriecan sunips were in the same part
(it was during the visit of the Prince
of Wales to South Ameriea), I gave &
dinner to the American naval officers
on an evening wnen the Frince was bteing
entertained ashore. They were a fine
lot and we had a good time. Of coures
chamme gne and drinks of all kinds were
gerved. The JMmerican officers, not ao-
customed to intoxicants on their ships
gince your order ( General Order 99)
abolisnhning the wine mess, drank copiously,
one of them imbibing rather more than he
eould carry steadily. "“hen the other
officers took their leave, this officer
elected to stuy longer and continued to
attack the flowing bowl, Finally when he
departed, he was so unsteady on his legs
that a young officer proffered his sup-
port. Wien your Captain was sbout to des-
cend to his launch, his eye fell upon a
rll.m-hﬂﬂﬂ. L]

"What ish that?" he asked, pointing
to the rum-head.

He
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He was told that it was employed to
keep the water and wines, eto., far the
officers and orew.

"Damn good thing, too,"™ he said, as
if it were an entirely new ides to him,

"What is that - those words painted
on the outside?"

He was told that the words were "God
Bave the Kingl

"What ish the big idea?" the Ameriecan
Captain asked. He was told that it was
dieplayed Bo the officers and men would
alwaye be kept in mind of their duty of
loyalty to His Ma jeaty.

"Damn good idea," declared the Captain,
"A damn good idea,"

He locked again at the rum-head and
the lettering and tnen turned to the British
officers and announced:

"then I get back to my ship I am going
to get a barrel and have 1t filled with
lime Jjuice, and have printed on the outside
in big letters: 'God Damn Josephus',"

You may or may not recognize the Captain. If you
do, as Oommander-in-Chief, imitate Nelson and do not
Bee the signal., At least, we both know that he was
one of the not inconsiderable number who never liked
General Order Number 99, And yet I dare say most of
them would not have that once-maligned Order annulled,
with a return to the wine mess which was responsible
gﬂr not a few naval officers' becoming slaves to

rink.

In the midst of many serious provtlems, I am send-
ing this in the hope it will recall the happy days of
1915-20 with the Navy, and give you a good laugh.

Affectionately,

Mﬂéﬁ




México, June 20, 1935,

Daar Franklin:

Yesterday' I sent you a copy of a note I had written
to Secretar y Hull with reference to the break between

Cérdenas and Calles,

Yesterday I had a long talk with Mr, Smithers, a
former partner of Calles and a close friend, who brought
me a message from General Calles which may be significant.,
I am enclosing a copy of my letter of today's date to
Secretary Hull for your perusal,

I was impressed with a statement Mr. Smithers mde
about President CéArdenas, which I omitted in my letter to
Secretary Hull, "At first", said Mr. Smithers, "I thousht
President CArdenas was pursuing the course he did because
of pressure brought to bear by those near him, But I
was mistaken. I am now convinced tlat he is guided by
his convictions and makes his own program. It is because
he believed in what he is doing that he is so determined,”
This coming from one who is opposed to labor and radical .
{su—aalleﬁ.? policies of the President bears out the germ ral
opinion that President Cdrdenas is sincerely devoted to i
improving the condition of the worker and will do so at
any hazard, The fact that Ceneral Calles and lr., Smithers
do not think his plan is workable does not militate against
belief in his sincerity and his resolution,

Faithfully yours,

The President,
: The White House,
Washington, D. C,.
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Calles, if lr, Smithers correctly quoted him, in view of
ny last mmtm -:u 48 Govered in my des

llh 1910 Bl
m:.fk.llnnhun sinﬂmtnmmtu nc'l
religious freedom in every part of Hl:hu
out that fallure %o do ®» would cause ! vo's pmti.a.
to be injured in the linited States and in other countries,
to that sugseetion Cencral Colles mude this wnswer: “1
believe such would be the but the Mexjiocan
would have to endure this reactiom, Tihe Cow ruwsnt is
deteruined to break the temporal power of the Chureh im
Vexioo,” During the comversation he ceclared that "the
muh assassinated General Obrephn” and that the Catholies
wt-ﬁ u mnﬂ azainst the ‘mrican Govern~
emed rebellion which they

in spirit ©
M fn 1988,"
With my sincerv reguns,
Yeltifully yours,
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

June 25, 1935.

My dear Mr., President:

In the belief that the information con=
tained in it will be of interest to you, I am
enclosing herewith a memorandum of a conversa-
tion I had this morning with the Mexican Am=
passador. I think you will wish to read it
before you talk with the House delegation which
may eome to see you with regard to the resolu-
tion on the Mexican religious questiom.

I had, this afternoom, a long telk with
Father Burke and told him of the informatiom
the Mexican Ambassador had given me with regard
to the religious situation. I also suggested
that it might be useful to him to see Father

Serié before he left Washingtom. Father Burke

The Presidemnt,
The White House.



seemed to be decidedly enoouraged by the in-
formation I gave him and said to me that he
would recommend to the Vatican that if a solu-
tion of the religious question could be reached
between the Mexican Government and the Mexican
bishops, or any one of them, it would be by far
the wiser poliey for the Vatican to further
this move. He has apparently abandoned his
insistence that an Italian Nuncio be appointed.

Father Burke also told me that Cardinal
Hayes had recently expressed to him his keen
regret that you had not seen fit to intervene
in the matter of religious freedom in Mexlco,
and that in order to correct this misapprehen-
sion on the Cardinal's part, Father Burke had
written him a confidential letter in which he
told the Cardinal of all that you had dome and
of the abiding interest which you had in the
solution of this problem. He told me that he
had this morning received a reply from the
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Cardinel saying that he regretted his misap-
prehension of the faots and expressing his
appreciation of your attitude. Father Burke
deprecated, in the strongest terms, the most
recent letter addressed to you by the Knights
of Columbus and told me that he would do every-

thing within his r to be of huf? in pre-

tburste of this character.
|

Faithfully yours, |
.u}{v “‘J

venting any furthe

Enclosure.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Tea June 35, 1935,

The Mexiocan Ambassador,who returned to Washington
yesterday after a month:n absence in Mexioco joame in %o
see me this morning. Dr. Oastillo Nejera told me in
some detail of his conferences with President Odrdenas,
with General Calles, and with Dr, Portes Gil, until
recently Foreign Beoretary in the Oardenas cabinet and
now newly eleoted President of the National Revolutionary
Party.

The Ambassador said that General Calles was, at
least temporarily and probably definitely, out of the
Mexican politiocal pioture, He had spent the day with
Oalles at the latter's house in Cuernavaca on June 11,
the day before General Calles's sensational statements
oritioising the Oardenas Government were made publiec.
Galles had stated that he desired to make it clear that
he believed the course of the Government was wrong and
that he refused to accept any responsibility for the
policy pursued. He told the Ambassador that he would
go to his ranch for a couple of months to await develop-
ments and that if no orisis ensued, he would leave the

Republic and would remain abroad, probably in Europe,
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He further said that he would not return to Mexico unless
he were called upon to return by the Government of Mexioco,
The Ambassador said that he found General Calles more
vehement against the Catholio Church and more opposed %o
any arrangement between the Mexican Government and the
Oatholic Ohurch than at any time in the past,

The Ambassador sald that he had discussed the reli-
glous question at great length upon several occcaslons
with Portes Gil and once with President Oardenas. The
only commitment that Odrdenas made with regard to religious
policy was that he would favor the reopening of the churches
and the right to worship in accordance with state laws
provided "the political situation made 1% possible,"

Portes Gil, the Ambassador says, has more influence
with Cardenas at the present time than any other member
of the National Revolutionary Party, According to the
Ambassador, the former desires a reasonable solution of
the religlous question and is a firm believer in & polioy
of moderation, As an evidence of this, the Ambassador
reports that the replacement as Seoretary of Agriculture
of Sehor Garrido Canabal of Tabasco, the most rabid anti-
Gatholie in Mexican public life, by Governor Cedillo of
gan Luis Potosf{, nationally known for the favor he has
shown the Oatholic Church during the heat of the perse-

oution, was due to the influence exerted by Dr, Portes Gil,



The Ambassador olaime that this is the firet conorete
evidence of the desire of the Odrdensas Government to
adopt a liberal policy towarde the Mexican Catholios,

The Ambassador was further told on the long distance
telephone this morning by Dr, Portes Gil that the churches
8re now being reopened in the State of Colima and that

the churches will also be Teopened in the rear future in
the State of Queretaro. In Mexico Oity with the full
knowledge of the Goverrment many more priests are offi-
ciating than are permitted under law, There are no re-
strictions being placed upon orderly demonstrations by
Catholics. It is the intention of the Mexican Government
gradually to further this policy in all of the Mexican
states although in the State of Sonora where Oalles's son,
Rodolfo (Qalles will continue as Governor until the end
of next month no change will probably take place until
late in the summer, In the Btate of Tabasco where Garrido
Oanabal is 8till in control a considerably longer period
will elapse before anything approaching the right to
worship ocan be obtained,

The Ambassador gave me olearly to understand that
Portes Gil favored the appointment by the Vatiocan of
Azchbishop Diez as Papsl Nunoio in the place of Monsignor
Ruiz y Flores now a refugee in San Antonio, Texas, and

that if this appointment were made it would probably be
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poeeible to work out some satisfactory agreement regard-
ing the right of Catholic priests to officiate in Mexico,
I understood that there had been already an exchange of
views between Archbishop Diaz and Portes Gil, (Statements
published this afternoon by the Universal Bervice quot-—
ing Archbishop Diaz as saying that the moment now seemed
propitious for the reaching of an understanding between
church and state would seem to confimmthis),

The Ambassador told me that Portes Gil had further
said to him that an understanding would be poseible pro-
vided that an understanding were reached between Mexicans
but that if foreign pressure was brought to bear, either
from Rome, through the Catholiec Church in the United
8tates, or through the Church in any other country, an
understanding would be delayed if not rendered impossible,

The Ambassador believes that the political situation
in Mexico will be determined before September 1, next,

He feels that with the probable removal of General COalles
from the scene the danger now will lie in the poseibility
that the extreme radiocal groups formerly opposed to
Calles will consolidate and either oppose the Cdrdenas
Govermment or force it to travel along an extreme radi-
cal road, He classified General Odrdenas as & man of
integrity and of honest intentions but without experi-
ence and a8 "extremely ingemuous in politics", He gave
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me clearly to understand that Cardernas for the time being
at least would be guided by the new gmup within the
National Revolutionary power which has seized control,

He maintains that the elimination of General Calles of
whom he is personally fond is & good thing for Mexico
inasmuch as the situation during recent years amounted
practically to a dictatorship and that if the dictator
had been assassinated or had suddenly died Mexico would
probably have been plunged again into civil war,

I told the Ambassador that I appreciated very
dnaplr.thc very frank statement he had made to me of
hie trip to Mexico and of conditions as he saw them., I
eaid that of course,as the President had stated to him,
the distress caused many of our American citizens by the
condition of Oatholics in Mexico created & very seTrious
problem for us here; that I was delighted to hear of the
more moderate poliocy undertaken by his Govermment with
regard to the Church and that I trusted that an improve-
ment in conditions would make it poseible for the Mexi-
oan Govermment rapidly to undertake an even more moderate
policy.

I asked the Ambassador if he did not now feel auth-
orized to have a confidential conversation with Father
Burke and I again told him that in order to avoid pub-

licity I would be very glad to invite them to my own
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house for such & conversation, The Ambassador said,
however, that he would prefer not to see Father Burke
at this time and gave as his particular reason for ob-
jecting to such an interview the faot that Mr. Montaven,
Father Burke's secretary, had published a few years ago
some pamphlete in which he attacked the Mexican Govern-
ment very violently.

The Ambassador said, however, that he had talked
yesterday with Father Serie, a Salesian father of Argen-
tine birth who has spent most of hie life in Rome and
who has Trecently visited Mexico ostensibly to study
leprosy in Mexico. Father SBerie is now on his way back
to Rome and told the Ambassador that he undoubtedly would
be called to the Vatican to give an account of his trip
to Mexioco and that he would take the opportunity of
indicating his urgent hope that the Vatican would select
Archbishop Diaz as the new Nuncio in Mexico. The Ambas-
sador i quite sure that the recent visit of Father
Serie to Mexico was by inetruction of the Vatican and
that the Holy See will undoubtedly be guided by the
recomnmendations which Father Serié may make,

A-W:BW:1J



México, July 5, 1935,

FERSONAL .

Dear Franklin:

e i e . — .

The latter part of June I sent you a dopy of a letter
containing an interview with Mr. James Smithers, former
] partner and long time assocolate of General Calles.

I am enclosing & copy of a letter containing the sub-
stance of an interview with lMr. Smithers held this week.

I regard this as, perhaps, important because 1if any-
one lmows the real attitude of General Calles, the opinien
here is that lMr. Smithers is more certain to fmow it than
anyone else, He is not in politics and is wholly devoted
to the personal and political fortunes of General Calles.

With my affectionate regards,
Faithfully yours,

rarsur/ironnils

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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lir, Smithers represents General Calles as saying that
after his long fight against personal rule in lexieo, futurs
generations would condemn him if he should be the man to
restore ity seeing he hes no persomal ambitiom.

I told Mr, Smithers that, whem Presi¥ ent 7ilson wes orie
ticized about a poliey he thnrwghl,z believed in, he would
say: "I for the verdiet of posterity" and told him
that Gemeral Cealles' statement indicated that he had the
sane attitude,

¥Mr. Smithers says General Calles is very well amd
hag with ne intention to take a handiin the politieal
situation, mach less to do anything that would oreste e
political uprising or revelution., He sa¥l General Calles
asked him %o cell to see me anl present his regards.

in the course of the conversatiom, Mr, Smithers was
eritical of some of the mem who sre rogerded as very close
to Ceclles and were dropped from the rew Cabinet because
the President thought they were more friemdly to Culles
than to himself, MNr, Smithers represents Ceneral Calles
as seeing rothing in the sky that portends trouble end that
is also his opinion, There is plenty of gossip of poseible
trouble here and there that may come to & Load in an elecw
tion ip Nueve Lefm, where the son of General Calles is
the candidete of the Kational Revolutionary for
Covernor, He has the regular nomination, given a hot
econtest last momth, His te charged fraud amd tried
to induce the National utlonary Party to deny party

regularity to young Calles. Mr, Portes Gil, heed of the
Pnrtg. hzl that Calles was the ‘of the P, Ne Ba
end he is their regnlar candidate, Iis £, Who

ed that he was eheated out of Mt;:. is the
The outcome

tion candidate in the regular
said to be vnoertein, There is mu.t that if tromhle comes
\

it will grow out of the bitter cont in that State, Cuana-
Juato, and perhaps dther Stetes. |

I have ne reason to doubt that attitude of General
Calles is correctly stated by Mr, Smithers. Hovever, there
are those who believe he is Mm waiting geme and would
take advantage of any mistake of *- to regain control,
The preponderating sentiment, however, 'is that Calles is
definitely out and has no desire to cortrol, at least for

the present, \
J;I'I, With sentizents of esteem erd high regam,
Faithfully yeurs,
Jo

.-r" JDsHH
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Mexice, July 19, 1930,

Dear Franklin:

As you will no doubt recall, when I was Secre-
tary of the Navy (1913-21) I took occasion %o
impress upen naval officers that more was required
in reporting an important incident than the formal
gimple statement in the severest terms under 1, 2,
3, eto., as was the custom. I suggested that, in
addition to the bare details, it would be better if
the officer would give the background and coler in
the offieial reports, so that the full pioture of
the event would be pertrayed.

More than once I have advised members of the
gtaff of the Embassy te re-write an important report
to the end that the account should be told with some
literary style, and, if the incident had action, to
indicate ite character by recording it in words that
convey the background as well as the plain recital.

I have no doub%, if you have perused any of the
dry reports I sometimes send the Department, you
have felt to say: "I wish the writer had some style
go that I would not have %o wade through an uninter-
esting recital of an event that must have been re-
lieved by something mere than weary and @ull faots."
If so, I beg to ocall your attention. te a repert dug
up and furnished me by Ceounselor Norwed that seems
to me to afford a model of a report fer all diple-
mats. It is an extraot frem despatch No. 66 of Fe-
bruary 6, 1878, written by the Henorable James Rus-
sell Lewell, United States Minister %o Spain. If you
have not read it, you will find that it has a flaver
all its own. It is as fellows:

One of the devices of Fourcarde (te
smuggle in oil) is so ingenious and amus-
ing as to be worth recounting. The French-
man's obJjeot was to smuggle petroleum inte
Madrid w thuumtgl{inf the auzroi. Te this
end he established his storehouse in the

suburbs

The Honorable
Franklin D. Reosevelt,

The Yhite Houmwe, Washingten.
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suburbe and then hiring all the leaner and
least mammalian women that he ocould find,
he made good all their physical defeots
with tin cases filled with petroleum, thus
giving them what Br. Johnsen weuld have
called the pectoral proportiéns ef June.
Doubtless he blasphemed the unwise parsi-
mony of nature in denying te wemen in
general the multitudinous breasts displayed
hi certain Hindu idels. Fer some time
these seemingly milky mothers passed with-
out question inte the unsuspecting oity and
supplied thousands of households with ocheap
enlightenment. Meanwhile Mr, Fourcarde's
ockets swelled in exaot propertien te the
uaker breastworks of the imprevised wet
nurses. Cpuld he only have been mere meder-
ate! Ceuld he only have bethought him in
time of the ne guid is. But one fatal
day he sent In &8 damsel whose contours
aroused in one of the guardians at the gates
the same emotions as those of Mariternes in
the bosom eof the oarrier. With the playful
gallantry ef a superier he tapped the eobjeat
of his admiration and - it tinkled. He had
"gtruck oil" unawares. Leve sheck ites wings
and fled; duty entered frewning; and Mr.
Fourcarde's perambulating wells suddenly
went dry.

gare those whe must read efficial reports

would rejoice if all diplemats pessessed something of

the style
way after.,

of Lowell - were after him, even if a leng

Lowell's pen piloture ef the "tinkling centour
the Spanish damsels.

4t any rate, I think you will -511{
8" of

Faithfully yours,

WS
MW MWH@’



México, July 23, 1935.
PERSONAL.

Dear Franklin:

I read the statement in the New York Times of the call
upon you by a delegation of Congressmen who presented a
petition for an inquiry into the religious situation in
Mexico and affirming "the rights of conscience". I thought
the statement you authorized the committee to publish was
excellent and I hope it will be satisfactory to the reasam-
able people who, like both of us, are disturbed that any
country should limit or deny religious liberty. It may
interest you to know that no mention of the call upon
you or of your statement has been printed in any Mexican
paper.

As I have written you, I have unofficially urged

General Calles, President Cérdenas and the Ministers of

Foreign Affairs who have been in office since I have besen

in Mexioo that failure to grant full right to worship

in any part of this republie would cost the country the

prestige whioh it naturally desired to obtain and hold.

General Calles, who was engaged in defeating the Cristo

revolution in 1928, and thinks the priests are still in

politics, replied to me that if Mexico's policy caused loss
of prestige "we will have to stand it". President Cdrdenas,

Dr, Puig, Mr, Portes Gil and the present Acting Minister

of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ceniceros, have not been so in-

flexible and have said there must be no persecution in

Mexico and indiocated a moderating policy. However,

all of them are inflexible as to upholding the law

denying

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D, C.



denying any sohool under the auspices of any religious
body. The latest fight of the Catholios was based on
opposition to the amendment of the Constitution, ratified
by every Mexican state, giving the exclusive control of
education to the State, licensing private sohools only
when they agree to teach "soolalistioc education" as defined
by the Department of Eduocation. There is no hope of cha g-
ing the educational poliecy, and the Catholiocs in Mexieco
City, where the churches are open as they have been since
1928, are mainly ooncerned to seocure the right to carry

on tﬁeir sohools by priests and nuns., This is the big
trouble, and I see no way to change it. The Government,
backed by the Constitution, holds that education is the
exclusive funotion of government and no school under any

church auspioces can operate.

My thought has been to quietly convince the authori-
ties that the first thing to do is to permit churches to
be opened and priests to officiate in those states where
ohurches are now closed, That is the most important step,
and I was glaed you confined your statement to "freedom

of religious worship".

The lion in the path is that in every stage of the
revolution since 1910 the high officials of the Catholie
church are sald to have been against the Revolutionary
Party and its social aims, and have been behind the
Oristero and other revolutions looking to the overthrow
of the Revolutionary Party. Some of the leaders who are
resolved to give the workers a fairer chance regard the
clergy as their most dangerous enémies. I think they
are making a great mistake, seeing that the Catholioc
Churoh, with no wealth or power, could not seriously
aontest with the Revolutionary Party, even if the hier-
archy wished to secure a returm of their old dominant
influenoces. But, inasmich as the Catholic hierarchy in
all the past has been dominant and in concert with the
Government when the mmss of the peopla was in sgualor and
in ignorance, it is not easy to convince the Government
that this is a new day and that no church ought to be
held responsibls for past actions.

I hope your wise and moderating influence will calm
our Catholie friends in Congress and that there will be
no political repercussions that will give trouble next
year, I have sought in every unofficial way, and some-
times near-official, to show how deeply you feel about

the



the situation and willl continue %o do so as ooccasion
offers, My own position is unchanged since my talk
with you at the White House,

Affectionately yours,

}W___;""Ef

P, 8, In view of the talk about changing the Consti-
tution, you may recall two stories about John Marshall,
one of his statement: "The aome of judicial distinotion is
the ability to look a lawyer in the face foxtwo hours
end not hear a damn word he says", and the other the
story that the Judges had a sort of club where they ate,

the rule being that they not drink anything except when
it rained, After the Loulsiana Purchase, having a thirst,

they decided that though it was not raining on the At-
lantieo Seaboard, it must be raining on the Missisaippi,
which had come under their jurisdiection,and the Judges
unanimously decided "It is raining" and imbibed.

Certainly he never heard "a damn word" that Jeffersomn
said, It would have been better for the country if he
haed listened to the sage of Monticello.

S-nuh ?iljh_fvinh n~14'§’*F“ha%.
m%*ﬁmmw



México, August 2, 1935.

Dear Franklin:

A committee composed of William Franklin Sands (a
Catholic who teaches Public Relations at Georgetown Uni-
versity); Dr. Philip Marshall Brown (Protestant) of
Princeton, who was llinister to two Central American
countries under your Republican predecessors; and Carl
Sherman (Hebrew) who was Attorney General of New York
when Al Smith was Governor, has been here some weeks. i
This committee was sent down by the Committee on Reli-
glous Rights and lMinorities to make a survey of the
religious situation in Mexico. I arranged for lir.
Sands (who was at one time in our diplomatic service
and stationed here in the last days of Diaz) to see the
Adcting Minister for Foreign Affairs, He talked with
him and other officials of the llexican Government. Tha
committee was in touch with leading Catholics and others
and I gave them all the information I possessed.

They are to make a report to the Committee on Helie
glous Rights and to discuss the Mexican religious situa-
tlon at a Round Table Conference at Williamstown (liass)
this month. Dr. Remén Beteta, a llexican, has been in=
vited to speak there at the same time. I do not know
whether he has accepted,

Their report 1s not ready, but lir. Sands, the Catho=
lic member, in a letter to Colonel Callahan stated: "What
I want you to know is: That Government officials assured
me that Daniels has never let up for a minute stressing

the

The President,
The White House,
Washingzton, D.C.
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the importance of a solution to this religious problem.
sss President Cardenas told Danlels that he could not
change the law but there would be no religious persecu-
tion"™,

Yesterday Mr, Edward Heed, Chief of the Llexican
Division of the State Department, sent e confidential
copy of the rough draft of lir. Sands" report. Accompany-
ing the draft lir. Reed sent a confidentlial memorandum in

which he says:

"Coneerning lir., Daniels, Mr, Sands expressed
the opinion that our Ambessador has been most un-
Justly meligned. lexican Foreign O0fficlals told
him that lir. Daniels had gone far beyond what might
reasonably have been expected of him in trying to
bring about an ad justment of the religious econtro-
versy. UMr. Sands was sure that these statements
were correct and he wished to do sometihiing about
the matter in justice to lir, Daniels. lr. Danlels,
hor ever, had insisted that he keep silent on the
subjeet of his activities unless esuthorized by the
Secretary of State to make a statement in regard
to them. Incidentally, lir. Sands indlcated that
he was familiar with the purport of Ambassador
Daniels' recent conversation on religious matters
with President Cardenas.™

I do not know what will be the final report of
this committee, but I surmise it will atress the deplo-
rable situation in Tabasco, Veracruz and other States
where there has been bitter confliet between Catholics
and Revolutionary leaders. In the meantime I thought
you would like to read the impression of the Catholle
member of the committee.

With my affectionate regards,
Faithfully yours,

Joehmbrmands
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México, August 26, 1935,

CPERaNELAL,

Dear Franklin:

You know I have been concerned lest the attitude of
some Catholies in the United States, feeling that thelr eco-
religionists were persecuted in Mexico, would sesk to
organime opposition to you in the next election. The
Tact that Borah introdueced the resolution ealling for
investigation, and they believe the administration is
not in sympathy with it, has caused severe critiocism by
some of the clergy in the United States and also on the
part of some members of the Enights of Columbus. ‘The
recent speech of Al Smith at a meeting of the Knights of
Columbus at New York, in which he condemneed religious
persscution, saying that it was more terrible in Mexico
than in Germany, added to my apprehension.

A few days ago Frank Tannenbaum, who has spent much
time here eand written several books that pleased the
liberals and revolutionists here, came in to see me., He
said he had been so disturbed because of a fear that
attempts would be made to organize the Catholies to
orpose you in 1936, that he had stopped off here on his
way to South Ameriea to see some of his old friends in
the hope of indueing them to permit freedom of worship
in every State in Mexiox. Hs thinks reactlionaries would
provide funds for such organizations., He sald he felt
impelled to his course here hecause of his deep interest
in the approval of the New Deal next year and because of
his desire to see Mexieo liberal in religion as well as
in agrarian and other progressive policies,

This morning he came to see me - said he had just
come from an hour's conversation with President Cérdenas
and detailed what had been said. I asked him to make
e a memorandum of the talk., He dlctated the enclosed,

whiech

The President,
The White House,



whioh I am enclosing for your eye alone, It may assuage
a delloate situation and ¥r, Tannenbaum feels that 1t
will, Of ocourse I have spoken of this %0 nobody else.

Faithfully yours,

frrroampards |
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR. FRANK TANNENBAUM
AND PRESIDENT LAZARO CARDENAS.

(Dictated to a stenographer at the Embassy, at the re-
quest of Ambassador Daniels)

I have been interested in Mexico sinece 1922 and have
written two books about 1t, which have been well received
by the Maxieam Government and peocple, and have beem irans-
lated into Spenish, with the result that I have a great
many friends in Mexice in important positiens.

I sm on way to South Ameries for a period of six
months, but felt, because of the agitation the United
States against Mexico on acsount of the religlous lssus,
that I had a matter of personal consclence to performs
I have been so slosely in sympathy with the Mexigan Govern-
ment's efforts for social reform that I felt it incumbent

ma to at least discuss the pcssible reparcussions
of thelr econtemporary religious poliey, not only upon them=
selves but upon the entire range of liberal opinion in
the United States, and indirectly its possible effect
the polities of the United States, and by implication
effeat of such a change of American opinion on the Mexiocan-
Amsriocan relations and general continental pollecy. I have
talked to & number of friends here about i1t, trylng to
make them see that religlous persecution in Mexico tended
to erystallize Catholie opinion in the United States, not
merely against Mexico but against everybody in the United
States who directly or indirectly was friendly to Mexice,
carrying with it posaibilities of serious political conse-

quence.

This morning I had an hour*s talk with President
Lézaro Cérdenas, arranged by him through mutual friends.
I.found him & completely sincere and intelligent human
being. Fortunately he had read my books about Mexico
and so our conversation was sompletely informal and
completely friendly despite the fact that I had never
mat him before,.

I said to him in substance that it was very difficult
for Mexiee to maintain before American publie opinion a
poesition of liberality and progressiveness as long as it
was possible to say that there were places in Mexico where
it was impossible for pious and innocent persons to go to
chureh and pray to God according to their consclences; that
this single fact made it impossible for the friends of
Mexieo to counterasct the unkindly propaganda against
Mexico which has developed on account of the religious
sontroversy; that the Catholies in the United States were
in a position to make serious political use of Mexloco's
religious problem, and that Mexico's internal religlous
poliocy might in the long run endanger liberaliam and liveral

polities



polities in the United States, which by implication would
have serious consequences for Mexico itself; that I should
be glad to cancel my trip to South Ameriea and return to
the United States if he would permit me to take back a
message to the effect that churches would be open in Mexice
in all the States within six months; that I understood

the difficulties politically of the situation, but that

the issue had an international aspeet which pecple im
Mexico wers not aware of,

In substance he replied, that for various politieal
considerations he could make no definite commitment, but
that he would take all I had said into consideration and
that he would so conduet the govermnment that these serious
grievances would be mitigated to the effeet that the
Mexican internal religious policy will not be a cause for
attack againat the liberal poliecies of the President of
the United Statea.

The conversation was carried on in the very friemdliest
terms and when I left he said that 1f ever I saw the Presi-
dent of the United States he would be happy to have ms
:;rrr'l personal and warm greeting of respect and considera-

on.

Perheps I need not add that I have done all this on
my own account without consultation with anybody and on
my own resources, and that I have discussed this matter
only with three other pecple except the Preasident of Mexico
and all those are very olose to him and important people
in the Government, to wit, Franeiseo J. Mijioca, Narclso
Bassols, and Emilio Portes Gil.

Méxieo, D.F. August 26, 1935,

(Diotated but not rewvised by Mr, Tannenbaum.)
FT:VK
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México, November 18, 1935
PERSONAL AND

Dear Franklin:
replying to one from

I have just read your letter/ve Mr., Martin H. Carmody,
head of the Enights of Columbus, which was couched in terms
more offenslve than I supposed the head of any lmportant
organization would employe When I finished reading your
answer aloud to my wife, we both said "Brave™. It was
complete and effective - ™a hit, a palpable hit™, and
left Mr, Carmody not an inoch of ground to stand upon. &
friend of mine writes me that in a radlo address in New
York the Seoretary of the Enights of Columbus deshanded,
in addition to what was printed in the papers gquoting the
addreas, that the embargo on arms should be lifted so that
Cathollies could arm themselves for war in Mexico. When
I was at home last summer, talking with a Catholie Bishop,
the prelate sald that it was a shame that our government
put an embargo on arms so that no effective resistance
could be made by the Catholiocs in Mexico. These gentlemen
are laboring under the erroneous lmpressiomn that such an
embargo exists by direction of the Amerlcan government,
whereas the only deterrent for individuals or would-be
revolutionists here in obtaining arms is the vigilance of
the Mexican government ageinst the lmportation of arms.
They evidently think the Wilson and Coolldge embargoes,
limited as to time, in special emergencies still exist.

In spite of the efforts of the Mexlcan government, soms
arms have been smuggled into Mexico and it is believed were
used by opponents of the government in the recent disturbances

in Sonora,

Last summer a committee of Amerieans - Dr. Brown, &
Protestant, of Princeton, who was in the diplomatiec serviee
in one of the Central American countries under Coolldge;
Mr, Carl Sherman, a Jew, who was Attorney General duri
Governor Smith’s term of office; and Mr, William Franklin

Sands,

The President,
The White House.



Sends, a Catholic, who teaches in Georgetown University, -
illll&. or calling themselves, the Ameriecan Committees on
the Rights of Religious Minorities, spent several weeks

in Mexico. Upon their return they made a report to those
responsible for their mission, in which they reached the
conoclusion that they were unnfi:m-ﬁ in the opinion that

the Government desires "™not merely the correction of alleged
abuses in any Church but the extirpation of all religion

in the country™.

I do not think that sweeping conelusion is Jjustified
by the situatiom here, though the action of a number of
States in olosing all ohurches 1s as indefensible as it
is indicative of the continued fight upon the Roman Catholic

Church by some of the revolutionists. Since that time churches

have been opened in Querétaro and servises have been renewed
in other States. The fight is not against religion as such;
it 15 more a hang-over of the fight between the revolutioniats
and Catholie priests which blazed out inm the revolution of
1910 and afterwards. Mr. Sands was here in dugust 1929
and upon his returm to the United States wrote a long letter
to Col. Patrick H. Callahan giving his impressions. In the
course of the letter Mr. Sands says: "Archbishop Disz was
asked if it 1s true that 'the Church® in Mexico iz in poli-
tics . He anawered: "In politics? I am in polities up

to my neek and intend to stay there! How do you suppose

we nr: to get anti-religious laws repealed except by poli-
tica?™"™

Catholiec church leaders to-day deny they are im poli-
ties, and, even when admitting thet this is true, the
Government officlals say that they are ready to returm to
their old activities if they were not reatrained by the
Government®s measures.

Several individuals have been here this year to in-
vestigate the religlous situation, among them Dr. MoFarland,
who wrote a book that has been widely cirsculated. I do not
think he can be relied upon, and Mr. Hull could give you
some information showing him guilty of an effort to involve
the State Department and the Embassy here in his flagrant
use of material I am sure samsisting of forged doocuments.

In ane respect the letter of Mr, Sands, written im
1929, shows he was something of a prophet. He wrote:

"The revolutionary govermment has developed

a program of education with particular attention
to the Indlan. The Church and State struggle
will oconcentrate on educational work in the

future.™
That



That is the nub of the present confliot. When Article 3

of the Constitution was adopted last year (every State
ratified 1t) i1t was decreed that there should be no schools
controlled by religlous orgenizations, and that every school
should impart "soolalistic education™., All private schools
must employ a large proportion of Mexican teachers and

must impart "soclalistle education™, The Catholles, who
had largely directed education in Mexico, declared war on
the new school system, easserting that it was athelstle.

That war has gone on sinoce. Only last week five publie
school teachers were murdered in the State of Pusbla and
early in the month several Mayors in the North were mur-
dered by those who opposed "sooclalistle education™. The
Government believes this is the method of militant Catholliecs
to try to prevent this character of public education. Cer-
talnly the Catholica are in opposition to the publie educa-
tional policy and the Government is determined at any cost
te carry it out.

The Government, as I have unoffielally pointed out to
leaders in the administration, is followling an antiguated
poliey, born out of past differences, when it denies full
liverty as to churches and prieats and preachers. This
poliey, pursued in a number of States, stands in the way
of national prestige. Some of them see this. Some,
like Calles, see the religious situation as injuring the
standing of the ecountry, but say "we will have to endure
1t because the priests if unrestrained would agaln domi-
nate polities™. President Cédrdenas, while unwilling to
suggest any change in the laws, 1s believed to be desirous
of a better situation by which religious practiees will
not be restrieted or unduly limited, But if so, the
school question is the liom in the path. The Catholle
Church puts the right to have achools condusted by priests
of eq importance with free church worship. This 1s
the impasse. I do not know how long it will last, I
have done all -I ean to point out that religious freedom
is essential to a modern free government and must come.

I shall, wholly unoffigially, seek to inpress upon those
with whom I am in ocontact, that upon their own initiative
Mexlieo should have churches open and priests and preachers
funetioning without restraint in every part of the republie.
I am sure this will come, and that its forerunner is an
educated population. Thirty years ago eighty per cent of
the people in Mexico were illiterate. That proportion has
been decreased to fifty per cent. Another generation will
see & large majority able to read and write. With knowledge
will come & demand for religlous liberty and freedom from
any connection between Church and State.

Mexlieo is more super-national tham most countrims evem
in an age when super-nationalism is a world ecurse. Our

example



example and suoch expressions and quotations as contained

in your letter, and the diffusion of knowledge will tend
toward prutint{ng restrictions upon religious freedom.
Outside attempts to investigate or dioctate will harden
ancient conflliets and delay the coming of the better day.

I hope our Catholiec friends will see that the high ldeals
of our government cannot be imparted or advanced by outslde
pressure. The improvement must come from within.

Nothing distresses me here more than the attitude of
residents here of so-ocalled Christian countries. Very
few of them go to church or seem at all Interested in
religlion. There are two Engllsh speaking Protestant
churches here - one Episcopal and one Union composed of
all denominations except the Episcopalians. With an
English speaking population of several thousand, a mere
handful attend these two ohurches. I doubt if on an
average as many as one hundred attend the serviees of
both those churches, Qur example is not helpful.

With my affectionate regerds to you and Mrs. Roosevelt,
in whiech my wife joins, I am,

Faithfully yours,

v
—

P.S. The papers here all printed your letter to Mr, Carmody.
I am enclosing a clipping from EXCELSIOR 80 you can
see how they handled the letter.

' JD
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EXCELSIOR

ODO MUN
VES EN ABI!

[TEXTO DE LA CARTA DEL
| PRESIDENTE ROOSEVELT
| AL CABALLERO CARMODY

ﬁ'muhhhhhmmnmh
- Ciudadanos de Aquel Pais no han Formula-
do Ninguna Queja Conlra México :
| NUEVA YORK, noviembre 17, (AFL—El texto de la caria
del Presidente Franklin D. Roosevelt para el Su Caballe-
Martin H. Carmody, de los' Caballeros de m:.: nai:
"Mi querido Carmody:

~ "He recibido su carta de fecha 1y de octubre.

“Bin cmrar en. comienwarios repecto de los trminos de su
combinicacion, a I que acuso recibo, ¥ sin relerirme 2 la exacti-
de las alirmacionss o conclusiones que

ley las ins de esos
Wdﬁm obiernos, e politica de ne i
thy puede, sin cmbargo, interpretanse como indilerencia
mg.ru.lhplmh ue expresd pdblicamente en San
el 8 de octulive 1 imo;

)
L

i

weter nacional. |

© “Ea ciehto que owas nacionds pueden, ¥ lo hacen, &
_mﬁnuiu-hmndﬂ'r:ht:ﬂm
ue pueden ser seguidos bandeias
giinhlmﬁemhiéqhdh.ﬁ
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ADDRESS OF THE HCNORABLE JOSEFHU2 DANIFLS, ANBASS~DOR @F THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO MEXICO, AS #CTING DZAN OF
THE DIPLCMATIC CCRFS, DELIVERED IIi THE CITY OF GUANA-
JUATO, ON OCTCSER 1%, 1935, BEFORE THE GUANAJUATO STATE
LEGISLATURE, CALLED IN SCLEMN SESSION II HONOA OF THE
VISIT CF THE DIPLCMATIC CORPS.

- =

I am commlssioned by my cclleeguss to express to thls
dlstinguished bedy thelr sincere spprecliation of the high
honor the legislative body of this historle state has ex-
tended to the members of the Diplometie Corms frem all
rentinents visiting your city. Today, when we were pre-
dented with the keys of your industrial city cof Leén, your
Governor peld us the compliment of journeying to thet eity
to extend welcome to the State of Guanajustc. At that
Place and In your caplital clty we have tasted the quallty
of your hoaspltallty which has a flavour ell its own. Ve
departed from Ladn shod in the manifested appreciaticn of
the friendly pecple of that industrial city. Travelling
through fertile fields in the harvest szason, we arrived
Lere to find ourselves the guests of a solemn session of
the Chambar of Deputies, rich with noble traditions. The
diplomats of Mexico are grateful to Preslident CArdenas,
whosa courtcsy makes possible our vis!t to this prosperous
commonwealih, with the opportunity of seeing for ourseclves
the people in their homes and learning of their achieve-
mernts and asplrations and problems.

We ere not unfamiliar with the rick histery and
hcnorable deeds of your people in this end other genera-
tions. %we lock forward on the morrow to visiting your
noctable publle bulildings end temples, among the most
magnlf!icent in kexico.

The romantie story of "Pipile® (José Barajms) is a
world classle, ranking with that of the Ameriean youth
who regretted he hed only one life to give to his country,
and with the British men of veler famed in the lines:

"Thelirs not to reason why,
Thelrs but to do and dis."

I recall the thrill whon a long time sgo I was lifted
up by reading the stcry of that Mexicen from the Mellado
mine who, in & moment of supreme crisis for & cause, in
which he had dediceted "all he was snd all he hoped to be,"
made possible the teking of the city by the army of Hidelge
by courage beyond our apprelsement.

Therefore, coming here for the first time and recall-
ing the deecds of José Berajas and his great leader,
Hidzlgo, whe spraong from your scil, fortile in patriotie
sons, I feel llke saying as the Almighty admonished Moses
on the "Mountein of Gud" (Horeb):

"Put off thy shoes from off thy fout

for the place wherson thou standest
is holy ground."

I alao
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I elso reecll the story - truc or &poerjyphal it is
net for me to si.y - that the miners of enothur generation
in this Stete geve whut wes known es the Pledre de ienc,
thet 1s, 2 plece of ore of the size of & men'as hund, to
the support of their felth. If silver wos os voluckle
then c¢s now, thay were generous beyend compurc. If the
temple they crocted was indoced mortered wilth & mixture
cf wine and silver, us truditionully asserted, 1t is &
atery of dovotion to prineiplc which gives distinetion
tc the people of thct generetion. It is the everlusting
glory of this Stcte thot it geve to Moxico the potriot-
priest Hidclgo. With my colleceues, I hove loocked forwerd
to coming to the Stete where Hidclge sounded, et 11 o'sleock
on the night of Scptomber 15, 181C, the grito which roused
the people of Mexico uven us the shot fired ut Luxington
wes hetrd cround the werld. Toio musie of thet bell soundod
aver hill und d:le to the rcmotest corner of Moxiec, sull-
ing pitriots to fight for Independencu. Its echoes .re
st111l henrd wherever men lock out cof dcrkcned windows :nd
long for liberty.

I heve desconded into the dork prison where Hidrlgo's
body wes eonfined. His immortcl spirit so: red beyond lock
tnd brrs. 1 hicve stood on tho spot where the frteful shotr
énded his noble life rnd I hove seon the monumont ct C-i-
kuchut erccted by ¢ groteful people to prove th:t his nebl.
deeds "blossom in thelr dust." Let us pcuse to pey tributc
to Wi shington, Bolfver, Hidrlgo - three 1illustrious Azer-
lecin numes that were not born tc die, whosa deeds secm to
be fresh in this hour cs we contemplite thrt Guenc jucto
contributed cne of the trinity of gre:t nimes to the P.n
Aerlecn gillery of herocs.

As wo come to thls Luxiecn ercdle of liberty 14 is
tpprrent to cll thet tha world is in turmeil. Unrest rides
upon the wives cof thoe seus of ecconomic life ¢nd upon govern-
ments. Systems long vencruted itre questlioned on nll sides
tnd those rct buttressed on Justiee cre tumbling to their
fcll. In their bewllderment some sc-ctlled stotesmen cre
drifiing who cught to be lecding «nd they tro depressed
by the fecr thit eivilizition mey not endurs.

Their upprehension is not Justified. In his intugur:
rddress Presldent Roosevelt showed the spirit which should
ftetucte 1l world lezders in this d.y of chinge. "First
of :11," he suid, "let me cassert my firm bellef thet the
only thing we hive to feour 1s fecr 1tself - n.meless, un-
ro.soning, unjustified terror whish p:r-lyzes needed of-
forts to econvert retrect intc cdv:inece." And he showed
hia folth by loying down ¢ principle for =1l noticns when
he srid: "Heppiness lies not in the mere possession of
money; 1t lies In the joy of cchievement, in the thrill of
cre’ tlve effort. The joy rnd mor:l stimulction of work nc
longer must be forgotten in the m:d ch:sc for avinescant
profit. Thesc dork doys will be worth rll thkey cost if
they te'ch us thit our truc dostiny is not to be ministsrcd
unto but to minister to ourselves =nd %o our Tellow men."”

New 'nd untried policles rra elomoring for cdoption.
In this stross ind str:in, in the ebd -nd flow of pcssions
tnd cpinlons, therc cre those who fesr for the future of

ropul'r
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populcr governments. Indeed, not ¢ fow lecders, cnd Ge-
piring lecdcrs, feeling their old cherished t¢nd crecheie

found: tions ecrumbling under thom, ¢re gripped with four

to the innermost dcpths of tholr being. Theoy core, like

Hemlot, erying out in thelr pessimism:

"The timc is out of Jolnt;
0, cursed spito, th:t over I wis born
To saet it right."

I come with no messrge of hopclessncass rnd despiir,
even though drrk elouds obscurc tho dist nt horizon. 1
truly believe thit wo :ro to bo congritulrted thrt we llvo
in ' tgo of quostioning, in ¢n :gu of chings, for I bu-
lievo the w: tchword of the period is:

"Forwird, forw.rd let us rrnge,
Let the gro:t world spin forcver,
Down the ringing grooves of chrngoc."

There wus . time when the strong could over-power the
weak without protest. Today such conduct evokes world-
wide dlsepprovel. After the fevers which now ufflict
perts of the world, let us hope wnd believe that reason-
tbleness will prevall and peace and heppiness be the por-
tion of many nations.

In Pan Americe we hold to the immcrtul truth that
all governments derive "their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed." We heve not always lived up to
thet idesl, but it is the gosl before every free neticn.
Let us here und now consecrate ourselves to that immortel
principle, holding fast our feith in government controlled
by the will of the people. If black clouds obscure the
clear view of the duys ehead; 1if obstucles seem to block
the woy to progress, pesce wnd justice - if these lions ia
the puth threuten our edveance, let us not fall to rejoice
that we live 1in & pericd when more than ever before natlona
and individuels ure awake to & consclousness of the rights
of men, including the lnalienable rights of the humblest
and most neglected who live on the earth.

Let us not regret that we live in these days of ten-
sion wnd erisis; rather, may these difficulties give us
strength in the struggle for the attainment of the principle
that governments must find ways to messure up to thelr op-
portunities end privileges snd duties in un Inconstunt worl?

I dare to belleve that the clouds which obscure the
sun wlll disappear and thet we shall emerge from this
difficult period purified, as by fire, with a better con-
ception of the duties of government towerd the forgotten
man and & stronger determinstion to see that his right to
live ond work and secure just reward for his labor are
respected and satlisfied.

Let there be no place in the heart of any leader for
peasimism. The optimist is the only man who survives.
He slone cen remove cbstacles. His confldence that soon
& better day will dawn for the world will be rewarded.

I &nd
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I and my colleagues, end you, members of Congress,
and you gentlemen who oeccupy places of responsiblility -
gll of us should rejolce at the opportunity which has been
given us to uid in making the world a better place in
which to live =0 that the morrow mey be better for sll men
then all the yesterdays of history.

I pledge my own felth wnd I feel sure that my country,
under the "New Deel," which discovers and exults the for-
gotten man; end Mexico with her soclel reforms; eand all
other countries trocvelling on the samc high roed, will
atteln unto the full messure of llberty end Justice for sll
munkind. I &m gled we live In a challenglng age rather
then in times of dalliunce. This day tests men and gives
opportunity for domonstrating the stuff of which they are
mede. I truly believe that, in spite of fear &nd doubts,

"We sre living, we are dwelling,
In & grend and awful time,
In an ege on ages teclling
To be living is sublimel"
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