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ASSISTANT S<CR<TAR'Y or STATE Jtftf I) 
WASHIHOTON ~ I 

)' 
January 30, 193&. 

Dear Kha LeHand: 

I have hardl y bad the time to do more tban 
glance over tbe deapatoh attached to Ur . Daniele' 
letter and perbeps the President may not have time 
for even that mucb. I can see that it is a very 
interest i ng statement or an effort which, with some 
exceptions , i s or a trul y democrat ic cha racter. 

When I took leave of our fri end the other day 
I bated t o think or hi s going back to a place which 
be finds disagreeable not only because or no impor­
tant wor k to be done , but because he thoroughl y dis­
l ikes that envi r onment . I am glad to tbi~~ t hat he 
will be re tur ning to t bia country in the Spring . 
There 1a a r umor , as to the t ruth o! which I know 
not hing , t bat Ambassador Long may retire. 

Enc l osure: 
Copy ot despatch 
trom Mexico City. 

Very truly your friend, 

M1es Marguerite A. LeHand, 
Personal Secretary t o the Pr es ident, 

The White Houae. 



l!4x1co , January 2~ , 19~& 

PERSOnAL. 

Dear Judge: 

You cay not have bed time, in view of your a'bsor»tion 
1n the neutra1ity legislation, to read Despatch No. :521&, 
which was sent to the Department last week. ~is Dee­
patch, covering the first year ot t he adoinistrat1on of 
President C4rdenaa, with illuminating sidel 1ghte, waa pre­
pared 'by Mr . w. ~. Schott or the Embassy starr, and i e a 
cl ear and correct exposition of the uexican situation. I t 
g ives you a 'better understanding of ccnditiona here than 
can be obtained from any other source . I am enclosing you 
a copy. 

uy wife and I count as one or the happiest experiences 
ot our trip home t he delightful evening we spent wi t h you 
and your slater• in your charming old fashioned Southern 
home. I can well understand why no city appeal causae 
you to lose ita tlavor. J.ly wife joins i n warm regarda to 
you and your s iatera. There ia some danger of us 'both 
violating t he eleventh co~dment, which, as you know, 
reads: "Thou shal t not covet thy neigb'bor • a Southern 
home and happy surroundings" . 

ED route to Uexico I spent the day at Austin wi th Albert 
Burleson. Though retired from active lite. he keeps up with 
everyt h.ing that goes on in Washington , and hh memory ot all 
that transpired in the ililaon adoinistration is as fre sh as 
i f it had occurred only yes t erday . As I 8Q not writing on 
asbestos, I cannot give you t he language he used in deacri'bitg 
Senator Nye •s attempt to f i x a falsehood on President Wilson. 
The next time I see you I will give you his views on hie 
fell ow-Texan, Colonel House. 

With warm regard• • 

Faithfully yours . 
~tie·.,.:.~ 

Honorable R. Walton c oore . 
Assistant Secretary of S tate . 

Washington , u. c . 
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I »•• \ Ito llo110r to Mt rortll borela an ap:praleal or 

Preol doa• Ct!'danao' pool\loa • • t ho praooat doalaa\lft4 

poreoaalltJ 1n tbe Mezlaan pol l tloal aoona, aoblaYod a lit ­

Ua IIDI'O • bu a JO•r attar bi o lao......-aUon and u:poo bio 

&orlal" llrelllt wUil O..oral Clll.lu. 

~ o.&a\&041&1 toatiii'O or blo ouooooo l o t ho obili t J 

whlob bo boo tlo:playod t o tit biaaalr lnt o t ho blotorloal, 

:poUthal, ooollll. , ea4 aaoaoalo poU orn ot tho ltnoluUon 

•• a loader in 1\o pre .. nt otato ot 4oYolopaant, oooaplng 

tho poUthal errore whleb bno 1011t or l&lnallJ cn•tor 

u d ..,ro 41o\1J>«Ul alll4 l oo4era ln to ooll11•• , 

In tho rlrat pl aoo, Ct!'denae i o 0110 ot the tow load­

ore ot babJ.o 1A41u ori&lll wbo boo ...-1Ao4 a ob1l4 or 

t ho rlUoco and not boon oboor bod bJ t bo oHr, u be.Yo b .. n 

eo aany ot tho poli tioa l leodero ut tho R&at . Ko i o no t a 

weal.tby un, DOl' baa be UMci bia ortioe tor ROraonal 111\or­

ut or oou- ........,ua-ot, on4 bio OO•o....,.nt llu aoq11lred 

t ho roputotloa o r bolna IIDro boaoat tb&n ..... grooo~ia& 

one a. 

¥Aowina t Dat tbo l ndlan, tho .oot port lnaoioue, , on­

\lia_e ·•·•YOlu t;io.narr , l a &leo the aoa \ lapor, a.n.t u-.at of 

t ho no tion , tl>o oo-n i aarodlont whlob roao inoxpUublJ 

in rebell i on aan1not pr1Y1laoo nn4 oooooaio on4 oloao 

Urlalone , he h,.., alnoo bio oxtonoln l ru14onUal ou ­

pal.&n t our, oont lDuod to Yialt ~rto o r tbo oo~trt t or 

t ho ~l'jOIO or lDYOOll,atl n_ tho OODdltlODO Of tho peOple, 

\boa 
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\heir neede, an4 \be praotiool opera tion or hia OoYern­

•nt 'o .Pr ocr..,. in their bahalt. N o •-•ral1o alnalllll 

wHb tbe 1n4is enou o oo...etry peo,ple 1nd blo keen ,poreonol 

l.Ateroot 1n their ,probl ... boo bJ'0114b\ h1JI aa ~"• 

popl&larUy. &leo , ro&ll&lllS \bel \be ... ...,lu\lon really 

wao tw&)lt betweu \boo oU1 u4 tho eOUD\rJ - \be teu4o.l 

eoole\1 OJI4 \be .LD41u - in wbioll t he oHJ o.lftJO nood 

w1\b the loeor, OJid \ bat the eoonoalo elent1on ot t ba 

Yilli«< .. an a peaoo, \ he ~e14an\ boo not eubor41oa\o4 

the nee do ot tho rural 41otrlo\o to \ bose or the oity, 

ao wae aultao\e4 1A blo hqe\ Meae&o, wbloll aUpll.l.ue4 

u-a1•o appropriaUono tor ..riouo ooU1Dno or tho OOIIJI­

\rJ, aa4 1A Ilia .lam&al. llooae&o to Co~~~ro .. , atoll .PJ'O· 

Y14o4 tor u ou\On-ua ilep&r'-n\ o t 1A41sonouo .Jtalu. 

He boo labored ooaolo\oliUJ tor bto.roaJ. he.noony IDd unity, 

\ho OrJlDC Aeo4 Of tho OOIIJI\ryJ ho tootero tho crowin& 

olooo oonaolouoaoeo or tho people , aaklns tor a teol1n& 

ot oo-n rue &Dol naUoull\y; and ho baa .or llod lnoea­

a&Jill)' \0 - t ~llo o~n\&r)' l•noluUonnrJ duan4o tor 

1Aul4, ntor , Hlloo~a, and troecto•· lA brief , he u•laa& .. 

t na wanto or tho people , 11•1~~& 41root1on without t ho neooo­

olty or prooouro exerted troa below • 

• l U bo\1&11 \ be IJix- Yoor •lAD woo prepared on4 .Ln o,pora­

Uoll ,prior t o \be ¥roa14ut•o uou.pUon or ottloo , he baa 

followed H a h •1otlJ1 oxpu41JIC H o ,,,.. ae tor •• poo­

e1~1o ( .. pl\al 001• he boo COM \oo tar1 to _, \be 4oMJI4a 

of \be people tor ooolaJ. l.apron-\ , u. bu uoopte4 1\ u 

a r eauJ,o\lon tor t ho applloa\lon or tho ConaUtutlon, to 

ftio ll bo 14hereo rlgldlJ (4hrocar4 •heroor, la t bo peat , bn­

lna boon \ho aoo\ f ruitful oauoe or royolutlon) , bu' bo hoo 

laole\14 llpOD \llo e ... \rallu\lon o t aUlnletra\loa. appor• 

oaUJ 

1 
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.. u:r \hi a a\\1 tude na a4o:phd 'llaa&IIM Oudanaa f .. la \ hat 

\he 10\&lltr:r i a not :ret :Pntll&rld for poll Uoel. da..,orac;r and 

\bat hia proaraa ot eooia l rooonatr~~ot1on boo t oan be oar­

r1a4 out by oantrnli&o4 oontrol 1n t he handa ot tboao ohoaon 

by hi ... lt aa true re»raaantat1Toa of the :pao»la. (u.e 

4aa:patob No , 2291 ot Karab 1 , liS~ - •r ol1t1oal and £oono­

a1o llanlol)MnC ot 'h• Six-Year " laa• ) , 

Iii bh o.srarie pro{IHII , l'raa14ont Ci.rdanea h.u but 

followed t he pat h laa41ns to the soal t or whlob t he HaYolu­

'lOD WIO fought - t ho 4latrlbuti OD Of land. 01aras ar4 Of 

u:paca•a t .. DIIa nrnins \hat tho aararlana would not l ay 

down their arma un\11 t bo;r ba d roooTored t belr landa, waa 

one ot t he groatoot contribut ory t aotora to t ho failure ot 

all RnoluUoD&l'y laadoro to Obreg611 , wbo heoda4 it . .;lnoe 

Chan, tha oOUA\r;r haa gained o wider oan .. ot the political 

and eooial nooaaalty t or land 41Y1o1on, and OP»Oaition to i t 

baa 41.0. dowa (ann IO.Ol.LSIUR , whlob o&rl'lod on a lons 011111-

paign a«Ai llo\ U , bao 4looon\1nuod 1 h s anor al att aol<a ) . 

The G<>nl'1lmllnt 1oa1oh t hat land, whornor in deman4 , be 

:paraelod out in a legal &aru~ar, w1 \bout obataoleo and O.ln;vo, 

not 1no1dentolly or in oontormity with loool proJu41ce or 

opinion, though 1n oeruin oonMrTBtive p&rto ol ~be oountry, 

wbero oontantment provai le, lt baa not 1nterTOne4; an4 1n 

other )1er h, lea•U ty beo b .. n 41oregarded . Ih ott1 tu4o 

1& baa~ exproooe4 by tho ramarko ot t he two Cabinet ortioera 

-· -·· iaU-.~&l:y 14enti:th4 n•lt -..... :Pft""- - l'or\aa Gil. 

and Oa41llo, '1'!le ron.r oa14 'bat t ba e&ra.r1an IIOYO...,nt 

wo\114 eonUnlla unUl anr y llaxla&Jl :paoA who ., .. 4&4 l ao4 ba4 

bla need .. ,la:t1e4J the latter (when prov1oualy Miu1ater or 

Acrlo\llture tor a -r1et tt.. 4ur1n& the ~raaidanor ot Ort!a 

RUbio) I!&Ta bla opi nion ot \be ra*!ll~ or auob • polior , eay-

lJ181 
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las r "It ower t ba lara• ~laa•atlon boeo .. a • .a•t •r ot tbo 

~oat ant rural pro~r\loa are equitably 41w14ad , our aarl­

oulturo will ~rollabb wi tbin too 1aue 110t .. roly oatlofy 

our o.n llooda, but w111 a&ko pO aolblo exportation abroad. " 

111 otbor worda , tba GOYOriiMD\ 1a or \bo ballot t hat 

tile 410\rlbutloll ot l&Db will make for t bo ooonoaio cuul 

aoolol oaaAelpation of tbot oou:ntry , &D<l to tbia end ibo 

Proaldoont IIAa tollowo4 a loa 1oel pros r &J:> ot rural rooon­

o\ruotloA by •J~<r•dlns u~ t ho 41otr1but1on ot lllllde1 pro­

Y141A& rural aohoola, rarm lJapl ... nu, t1nano1•1 oro41 t 

thro~ tho roooaaly oroatu4 lletionaJ. Bt.Dlt ot 1.jldol 

Oro41t , public holllt b taoili t loa, irrigation, po~ablo 

we t ar 1 &Dd 1Aoroaa1q t ho t &l'lllins po)ua Uon ~u.!b 

ftJI&trlaU on, a.J.gratioD, M4 intornol ..Us ration, 

11'..,.. labor baa booo 4et1nHely troo4 frol!l peon"l!e , 1h 

ora..t&&t lon 1ato one groat D&tlon&l agrarian body 1a ox­

]IO&to4 to .bo ooapleted during tho prooont yoar , tho •wblto 

0\&arda" will ba entirely dl abcuute4, and. t ba a~trarian o 

are boiq .....,.4 and organ1zo4 into a rom or ral.li tia for 

t bolr oo» protecti on (and 1no14ontall y tor tho a441 t1onal 

auppart or t ho Goyornment), 

'!'he l abor JIDn•nt in llu.l.oo toby oannot be uncler­

atoo4 without a brief roYlaw ot i ta hlatory . ln l Ql O, 

t ha koxloan .aaaoa ware unoonaoioua of oaplteli~ end no 

labor phl loeopby bad bean 4eYolopa4 , altbnugb tbaro wore 

.aa..lt••••t:1ona ot a l.eNr .... _, aa par' o f the teZ'I:Mn~-

186 aoo1ol rnolu tion before ibo day of l:o.dero. ilUrlft& \ he 

admln1atrat1on or tbo la\~er (but wi\ bou\ bla a101Pat by) • • 

CaH 4!1 opruo h .apj!lel na oponod u a propa;;encta oen tor 

ln Maxiao City, wbera i t ong1neore4 t ho tira t atrlkea. 

Ourllllaa, bownor, bard praaao4 1n bia aontliot wi t h Villa .... 
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&a4 ..apa\a (who o;poaat \U \Hda• OIAloa .,.,._at l U.w wp• 

port troa labor olaaen\a, at\raotod bJ lil a 1914 Blll of ... 

fora • l ater laoorpor otod ln the law or Jaa~&rJ 6 , lUlO • 
(&1\ho\Ailll lobor a a a 'lholo .,.. dl't'Uod 1a Ho &lloal&nool 

'lhloll to .... d. "llod. lla"&lloae• tor fl i!>U D& 1A tba tlold. 
l a U\1U'11, OarreJ~sa poral nod \boa to or jlanlu behind \ho 
Uau, aat ln Fabi'I.IUJ, lUI, aa -czo-nt 11U roaobod bo• 

-.. lila OoaoU\l&UoaaUo\ l&r\J OAd tbo 1. • • • • , bJ 't'lrtu 
or wlllob \lao ror .. r ~dor\ook \0 aaolo\ tho ••~•• of tho 
workere. 

Altho\Ailll \ ba l .abor .,.,._, aa proarooolna .,.. not 

ooaolatoat wl\h blo pollor, and ho oontl~od to o;poao lt , 

Corraasa •• obU&od. \0 bow \0 tlut Will or tl>e radloal 
~ a t t he ~rl\aro Coa't'oatloa aat aeeo;t 1 \a labor 

ooOo • • Arllol a 11~ of \ha Coaotlt~tlon of 191~ . haYor­
\Uloao, t bo l&r&Ut l&bor oro~&DluHoa , tho c . ot . !> . !li.. 

( toaato4 1a 19181 , took \ho opportuDltr to &'t'&ftS• 1\ .. lf 
apoa Carr&a&a 1>7 Jo1Dln& Ubras6n in tno 1110vouat whioh 

4opoa&d \ lao toraor, ud eo • .,.. to 1 to tlrot r .. l ouooooa 

ant \0 poli\1o&l pooor. 'Dio c . a . o . ll. , oontrolllo tho 

1&\lonal Labor V&rt J , boo&ma \lao JOlltlOBl lo&trwLODt or 
Obroa6a aad ot Callao . •1\h \ha a pport or \he r o4ar&l 

&4ala1atro\1oa, 1t la\or't'Onod 1n national and ~olp&l 

polltlaal a ttalro, and •••~ally ooa\rollad t ba Adalala­
traU.,. ""' lll41o1&1 ecanolaa or \he Oo't'arii:Mllt . a a 
l..Ur, ioro.aee , -.. ... Cal.lee• ll1a.l•••r ot X...eb'7, 
oo ... r•• • ao4 Labor. 

Dle o. R. O. M,, JlOftYer, WboM JM&ber• .,,,17 w r• Oo..­
• ....,.., &Q1or-aa, no oppooo4 bJ a •Jorl tJ or o\bor labor 

o~nh. 'ftlia o;poaHloa ant JaalOilOJ proal~4o4 th& &4-

heraue \o a of o \h&r lal>or oJ'Iaa1saUou. Pllr\be""'" • 
Uta C. l . llol.o •• QU\ 1n ito aUl\ll4e to-.r4a Ob~6n'e 

. .. o .. 
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Mtoll4 elwoUon to the •rooUeur - at -.bleb cu., alaa , 

' be f1rOC .. r10~0 41T1a1on between tho labOr lAO \be &arO• 

r1aa .., .... ,.,. ••• .an1reate4 . 

u l'l"Onalaul l'reaUaa•, >ar t •• 0 11 80Q&llt to ounar 

'ba ;paUUaal paweJ" or tbe Colh\loL• bJ Jl.&OlQC lD owoat U oa 

W 1' Ua• Cotft4ept16p Otatrt.1 tit rtaba3agona (an l A\ t r­

aeUoul labor l>o47 wUll aauobiot toD4oDo1 .. l llll4 o\bor 

0-1•t orpalaaUou. U. woooetod 1D nal<on1ac H 

&J"OUlJo 

IJ'IIo ....... u ac Ooni'IUIID' or on!a a.lblo, .,,.. or no 

nroac lakJ" 1.atllloJ>eo , 0Jpraeoho4 tbe lollor prollloa 111 • 

aew MAUl' 117 J/OlU iDS tlla Labor Cote , .Uoh n&lllated rU• 

ol.e U ll ot tllo CouUtution, &114 •4• labor proood:v.ro uni ­

t on, an 11111ta u;pan • h• oJrplo1Ut1on ot l•bor , ottor de4 

i t ~ller pr otaotloD , ant 1ni t1ato4 a trent towar4a ooa­

p.LliiOrJ' na«e un1on1-. 

~· tha olio -.. t he b!atory ot t bo l abor 80T ... n t 1n 

lloJLloo h ... " t o bo one of aU1uoa with t ile Oo'fW:no»nt 

'llllloll teotorH H • .,.. Wbo .. ala paU07 \ OWU'4e 1\ lloa 

..._ •ut ot "'*JIJOI'\ 1 wUllotlt 'llllloll H ooul4 ""' llno pro­

lftuH• ~aMo41QC Ke'tOl~Uonorr Oon....,.Dh. the 4 .. 1re4 

lollor ph1loeophJ ano • 4et1n1ta p roc r aa bonne bean written 

1a•o t he Cona,itution, oollt1~a4 to onoo~traao labor union 

wltll ' be I<Do'l'l.oqo t hat &~ola oraaolu.tion \ante \0 uauro 

t ho ... u ........ o r tlaooo 1JI ;pawor . IA rotllra, l.&bOr 1.11 ,._ 

Mia uo bMa loJal &nA tlll'll lJI noto1DLac \be OoY'U'IUOat . 

Q oro bh J ro4oeoa ll0r in ortioo 11&4 ooiii.IM4 but a 

a t r iaUJ lopl. an1"'4• towar4a t bo lllbor ... ...,...., , 1 roa1-

4ont c •r4oalla wholo-hoor\odl.J ··~u·•• tbo oou .. or lobOr, 

.up~rt1DC 1\ c onorol.l 7 1n 1\o ooatlioto w1\b oap1tal , on4 

Unie popllluisiQC lli.Jioolt \ 0 1\ ODOI'IIO\lal7 (a\ , ... OQea .. . , 
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or ••»1tol and at tho ooot of auob ~Aroe\ ) , H1 o 14eo io 

to orsuJ.ao one le.ra• lallor ~oa 1Ul4er Oonl'DMllt ooatrol , 

eo to oad 1ft\or-~oa 41ep~too ano to oraato a ~a1t1od olo· 

mea\ tor 1\a own pro\oo\1oa • &D4 tor bla pol1t1oal •~pport. 

1odoral l abor 1aepoo\oro, aany ot wboa proYoO to be &&it•· 

tore, wore Mat thJ'Oilp \bo ooutrr to lnnatlgdo arul. Oo· 

tend \ be l.Dtor .. to ot labor , to popu.larlzo the JOOY.,..nt, 

and to oiiOOIU'a&o t ho tomatlon of ~Olio n \llin lllo .o' , H, Jl, 

~••••• boo not rot boon aohloYoO, b~t tho roopoaao or labor 

to tho Prooidont 1a hlo rooont ot\1~de towardo tho rot~ 

ot Gonorol Oolloo ••• &&111too\o 

Tho proaon\ Aa.lniltrotinn l o ••~aod ot • tonoanor 

t oward• tho toroi~ out of rorelp on\ orpr looa and towar4o 

oo-•DI - · In t hla OOJ1JioOUoa 0 1\ .... he -'>oH4 \hat 

tho &.Yolutlon 1ataaal t lod tho otrucglo ot \be Raton& 

aeainot \.to. toudal eras-, qal.no\ pr1 Tiles a. Tho toralp 

ooonoalo l'llnalon 4v1J18 Diu ' U.••• nth Gon....,..nt W.PR•rt 

and Wl\b ~UOlllll CO,lJI to polltlo1ano 0 SOYO \O fOHl8Jiei:'0 0 

who or&oni&od aa 4 eoatrolloO oouaaroe ano lnOuotry, a hold 

our lloxloe poll \ 1oo Wbioh waa otrong\honod by 41plo ... uo 
W.PROr t . oi\ll 110 ozioU.n& alOdlo olua llhiob llll.gllt han 

aern4 u o lnlthr bohoon tho l.a41an aaoaol ad tho Jlr4Yl• 

l ased olaoeoo (tbo haetptadp• linkoO witb tho ]IOlitlolana 

ano tho toro18J1 1n4uot r 1alioto) , tho rtsht tor eoonollio 

t r ooOoa • •• 4rewn botwoon Kazioan labor ond rore1s.n oa]lital, 

u tho JOOot raUon.al RJ of t1shtl 10& tllo 41&J'arilln MYol u U oa. 

Aloo , w1U 11l4uot r y bu.O on oonoou iono an4 prarocoUY'u, 

t ho oon- to•u•O hlaaolt 11•11D& bieber priooo \bon o.xlotod 

111 in4o]loll4ont OOIInt rioo, ont be &alnod DOthin& t roa WOh 

ontor gr loo un wagoo , tbo ooalo ot 'fllioh 41d 110\ raioo hia 

d an4ar4 ot l1w110& • Ao \be e0Wltl'1 ,proo~roO , \ be In41aa .. _ 
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Mo .... 1Jt,poYir1 ello4 , lpjlraa .. , po•ort r , llu.qor , oxploH o• 

U oa, "ro 1111 ln, u4 tllo pr 1u1ple t llat kollieo .. ,, be­

..,.., • 111oUo -.• a OOILUrJ .. _. • robablo of roallutloa • 

IIA\ 11 \h 1Ad.1u robollot , wHII a 1110ooaa t llll\ hu brollj<ll\ 

h1A tlDollJ l aw lllelliou pol1Uoal llte , 1111d •llo h1A 

auor ot Ili a on too\lar. 

ltl\11 tbJ.a 1D a1A4, \be t! .. olu U on Ia ..... \o II&" """ 

cl'NII a 4ot1.1ll \1 pal ltJ 4otoa41aa lnor aeaian rore1f,ll ox• 

plol\aUoa . 'l'llrouah \llo loltor .,,_.,, wllloll oolllel not I"'" 
o4Yoaoo4 ot lte o .. , it woo able to "' a llait to \ho tor-

elp ooa\rOl ot llex11U poli\loa lll4 IIOllDaloe , rUole 1211 

or \ke Goaat1\~\1oa wea wri tten to .artall t ho exploltatl•• 

... ot t orelsa oep1tal oat \ o re41lOI \he poolt1on ot latlu• 

uoe aa4 proroa•tl"' of torolpen t o \hat ot l'lUall t J wUII 

JluiOUio aaalaet - tii• J proYlOU&lJ ha4 bMD protected , 

Prea14an\ Ctr4onaa hao expreooed hie doo1ro tor tho 

eoa\1~14 laYeoa.a t o f toreiaa oap1tal 1D kox1oo , tllua ln­

d.1oU1Aa 110 1Dteatloa of oulu41Dp torolll' enterprlMI • 

but ho 4ooa 4oa&nl t hat koxloano ollaro ln t hea. ln tho ••••• 

or laltor ooatlhto 1A toro1p ad kollioln induat rleo, ... bu 

uoa .oro t haa a IOOdoro\o iatoroot la loohlt of t he work­

•• 1D bJ.e 1Merprout1on ot tho CoootUuuon I f rao\lon Vl 

ot u \lo lo us ot wbJ.u roou o •111 oU av-1oulw.ral , ooa­

• ro1al, amaf'lltllrln&, or allllaa ontorpr 1au \ llo wo..-a 

ollall b&YI tho r1allt t o »ort 1oipoto In t ho protlto , ,,, , • ) , 

AJ. oo, elo .. tho l'roallen\ hu 1014 \ bat "I aa Uopooo4 

aot co porai \ oae olll&lo ••hlllo or lao\ollatloa \0 r.u.la 

1411 I a \be oountr7, •• all \Ito wor~era .ua\ h&Ya 011 oppor­

tnai\J to- • u .. ubooa , • \ Ito ten h exprolll4 t lta\ , 

-aoo blrtq Mill roiao4 \b.roll&b atrllto lll4 Oo...,n~MA,~ 

appro?e4 or~l\rat 1oa \ bereot \o a poln\ Where opero\1olla 

.... 
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&n v.a»rotUable , ha aigllt a n h&ellJ' ( \ he onlJ' o\igllloUoa 

LA \ba Conethu\ioa • lr&O U oa .l.l.L , o.rUolo 1.11& - bdQII \ bat 

•Lookouta ehell be l awful oaly wb.an \ be uoou ot pro411oUon 

&ball ron4ar h nooouary to abu\ town 1n or der to ll&lnt al ll 

trio•• reaaonablJ' oboYo t~ ooot ot gro411ot 1on, oubJeot to 

\ b.a ap:proYal ot lbo Boar4 ot Cootillatlon u& ...-111\ ... Uoa•) 

to earr r out \be tbHat •4• 111 .1. ,Jiullo• L tor \ be »l'O• 

eo4ure io ouob oaaoo , • to yalua t ho .. oblnorr aa4 t o \UJ'D 

1\ o•ar to \be workero, to be pe1d to 1\o owner• 1D raaaon• 

able tali'ILI" (WIIlob , troa oxper1uoe, woul4 no t artord \be 

onor aa appreolablo rotu.ra l , 

1\ La OCIIlol4ero4 \ba\ \be :>'HeidaA\ boo cone \ blo tar 

1D eu»:por\ o t labor 1D onor \ o wla 1\ to \he oa.uaa , oon­

o14ere4 U&AftUU bJ bla, Ot tOnal D& one &rea\ UDLOA ua4ar 

r a 4or al ooatro1. Uo baa JookeJ&4 b1aoe1t into a 41tt1ou1\ 

:poo1\1on, ODO O&U&l ll8 &rea\ AJprtbaaalOII in 1ndua\rlll 0 1 

well •• La ooaoerY&t1Ye labor olrolea, &114 onl1 \laa wlll 

1D41one hh ablll\J to •<>a~hto blo procr .. botore \be 

coua\r)' boo lll1'toro4 eaoDOaio 1010 or eoolal 41o\UJ'banoe . 

Mexleo boo be& ....... , ot bkYL na eo-u.iath \oa• 

uno lao olnoe \bo eoolaliet io rotoli'ILI nre wrl Uen iat o 

\bo Cona\1\u\lon ot 1g19, Oblle llait&tlon ot tho r eoo&• 

nlt1on or pr1Y&\o propor\J', &A4 \ he r1sb\ or ltibor to or· 

saa1&o 1114 \ 0 ln\erYone in produe\ion were oitod ..... , 

1lluatra\1Ye Of \bla \eauDeJ', a 4rltt \oear4o DA\lonelJ. ... 

1D u. 1a41u'a pooullar .. , , 1a u ottort to cleYelo:p a 

pu.rolJ kaxlou oul\UJ'o, na IMD \ o pn oqroolioa t o 

SOylat 1•e••• bo~IYir, tbo &&r&ri&A progr&a, oraa\laa 

-11 11114-omoro w1 \b "" bopo \ bo\ \baJ aa7 1Dore .. o \heir 

bol41 n&• (at tho ex;onae ot \be p1aa\at1oaa , to bo .uro) lo 

.. r l \bu uro ... balo\aa .. uaUo, la beet proof '~' tba 

aCNal rJ 1a Ul l>MU.,. tor C • '•• lD U. .. ~ .. •-., 
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or lbo wort , ..,,. ..,,.. lb.u U4 l'r&AM, wafer alallar olr-­
euae-taaMa. 

Cart~aly , t~ Preal .. a t kaa eaoourace4 l a-or ~o \~ 
pola\ or Ha M.ld ... ol< .... l <ra M4 I&AI'aoaonablo 4au;o4a, ~llt 

~ ao ..... n\17 baa relaate4 propoaala a4YM oe4 bJ la-or or­
canlaa\iou tor t he .. t ebUabllent or o aole 111\lon in ... x­
ho, ll&ee4 oa a 4&\ualnatioa \bat labor be ea 1a41YUual 
taa\or ln \~ feyelo~nt ot tba eoonoaic lite of tha ooun­
\rf - l . o . , not ... berUnate to , m4 oon trollet b7 tba Go•­

en:a••• 

Ia &441\loa, laolt or oa:p1 till , ab~tn4ant retolll'oea , ax­
:parla• • • • &At altllla4 l.a'llor. nhh alre&4J' u.l<e large ... -
\lou or eatabllah.,. ltaxiaan 11l41latry Gepaaoleo\ ll:pon \ arltt 

-•Ill'••• a1 U c ue acallla t tbe abaor:ption or auob enter:pr iM 
bJ \ ba Xel<lean :proletulat wltb UJ' s.-uat e •• rea or 
t1neno1nl .,.ooeaa . ~ a • raoant oaae in :polnt, the looal 
toreip- oWila4 paper t CIIPUJ, eaJoflD& a ..,aopol7, ... tollAt 
\ o p.rotuoa papor or n oh inrarior IJ)lal1tJ' \bat , ~o ntlatJ 

ooa-u, t ho Gon noooent •• obli&at to tora a paper 1&­
por\1,.. OOIQ6AJ' on lu on uoollllt, to .,.pplr t he 4eli&Jl4 
tor paper wi\hout relluoin& tha tari t t on thh oo11110d.Hy. 

I!Ule a COIIIIWSJ.a\ .,.,., ,. exlah la --.noo , Wlloae -

bora ba Ye beeo .. 1noraoainsl1 aotl• e , aat oertoin element• 
1n tbo GoYeraJII•I\ are ra:porh4 to be tr&Altly or t bla poli ­
Uoal olla4L,.. , \be Lu!wl a traUon tallllot 1>o aaU to ban 
111,.. \booa aJ19a\b7 or aupport . ln .. oor4anoe w1 \ h hla 
prlaolpla to c t •a all pol1\1eal rao~lona tree re1n or ex­
preaaioa, t~ lreaioloDl haa ao\ .u:pgreaaa4 tbelr aot i Y1 \1oa, 

""' •or\ .. 0 11 r eau\17 INbl1abe4 a a\a\eMn\ t hat the l . N. N. 
baa JIO C-.tiaUe t OA4ane1e a • i.ar&o •ee\loaa Of la'llor O:p&D-

1 7 ~ ... 41•Ton4 C-..1u, and t h ere 1a no greHn\ 1a41-

eaUoa .Ul '~ aoua\rJ 1a unnet,.. \Owar4a a • ..._ la 
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aow. ...... n~ or i lllo ohar ooter • 

.U r.garlla tbe relliloua an4 tho o4uou1on.a~ probl••• 

WIIJ.oll t ho lru14mot olalma &o 1J\herHanooo, be hu rouowe4 

a otr1ot 1A\orprotatlon or t ho lawo and of t he bl x- Yoar 

i'lan raj!or4lq thea. !lot dorlatlns rro:a tho proTiou~:r­

oonoolTod Ooyoram.nt poaltlon in tho Churoh- Jt ato oontllot, 

ho b&o abOYll a .OdorotlOll in hlo a ttitude \OYOI'do tho Ghuroh 

Yhioh hoo Dado tor an ameliora~loL or tho roligiouo eituatlua . 

Oen;rlns roli&louo poroeoution, Cardonoo hao otato4 hlo 

obJootlTo i n tho problem eo baing one ooaple tol:r to ooporate 

Ohuroh an4 St ate , and to ollainot a cnuroh oot1T1 t :r i n o4uoe­

U onal 11&\tora. A aew law or tho utlouliao.Uon or pro­

per\;r ho.o o~llriod and olar1t1od, Yhi l o mainta1llins tho 

reotrlotlono againat tho ownarahlp or property i n l:lDrtJIUlillo 

• ltb tho RoTolu~ioner:r doaando tor land and aooial 

Juo~loo woll under wa;r to bo mot , 0114 tho aooiol awakaninc 

or tbt people h8Tln& booomo ortooto4 \horob;r, aduoation bo· 

oom. t ho .oot oisnltioant moTomont or tho HoTolut1on, tho 

one or broa4oot ortort . Obrog6n, in lill , ooolng tho noooo­

olt:r tor bringi ng the maoaoo into tho oultur~ aot1Yit1ea 

ot 'be ao,......,...,,, ~hereby to unity thoa, oatabl1aho4 a w ­

:parU.Ilt ot Rduoat1oa. J'roa t ho oturt , tho o4uoatlonal 

:progru woo 4o&1po4 t o oulthate and 4.,.elop oxlatlng 

Taluoa, an4 to o~r4lnato thea wl~h prooant r oal1t1ao, 11Ak­

lng \ llo p&ot o1 t h t ho pruont (ot YIIJ.oh t ho 1A41an i<IIOW ooa­

paratholy aothlq) 1D 11 4oo14oU:r roalhtlo IIUUlllar . Tho 

oobool tullotlono ror tbo o~t1 r ather than ror the 1a­

.UY14ual, u an o.sonor tor unif;rlq t ho people an4 ln4uotJ.nc 

th&ll into an illproTtd atata of proa .. , axlatonoo, b7 ooa -

1111l1na llook-loarn1Jl4 with :pro.oU oal 11lotruaUon, ' ""' h, 

o4•oot 1oa la 1ntan4o4 to aako tor t ho general oooaa.lo bot• 

'--' 
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\oi'Ma\ ot tho .. oaoo. 'l'ho -prol>Lea, ao one lo.e:doen niter 

I.Utonao ToJa abra) ••• u , .. ., •rather \hall to 1noorpor­

ato t ho la41on into olYll1za \1on, t o lnoorporeta olY111-

u\loa into \be lll41aa. • lA euoh a oJotom, 1\ 1o not 41t­

tlolllt w wauro\&ll4 t hat t ho oonl'lllfoell\ no obl1Qe4 \0 • •­

~ o~loto ooa\rol OYor o4uae\lon, ropu41ot1D8 alorloal­

lea wbioh, 1\ t ol\, had not l~arted oduoatlon s enorally, 

ettlolen\ly, nor rationally . 

'l'ho progr am or .. clllor oduoat lon reoantl7 ha• been 

ehan&e4 tor one or eoolollotlo e4uoat1on. ~• thuo tar -pro­

.ulsato4, t ho latter teaohea the t heorlea that c1Yil1~atlon 

aDd oulturo aro t ho reouH or the ..,ric or ....,., that labor 

lo t ho twad&m&nt&l oauao and t ho .. aouro or Yoluo or ueo­

J'Ul thlns •l t hat the eoolal otruat ure l a reared on tho or­

a...tzotion Of lobor1 that tho .. in t ootOr in hiatOr J l o 

oleoo W&rl tha t eoalal olaoaeo arloa out of poal \lono i n 

\ he oooaoalo otruoture1 that olaoo atl'UI&l• 1o 41rooto4 

q&lnot the el<l)loitntlon of ""'" by lllllnl on4 that 41reo\ 

aotion lll thla otl'UI&le l o a1u4 at wed th wUh4rnn troa 

ebouloUoa. 

!altlallJ, tha Oovernau rlnanol&lly wao u alllo to 

J I'OMOUh ito oduoatlonal program w1 th groat -rlaor. 'l'ho 

\Oilohore, relatholy tow, poor, on4 1l.lr-oqu1ppe4, reoo1Yod 

1D~tt1o1aa' ~por~ , oa4 tho1r 4lft1oul,1oe, 1noreaeo4 by 

Cll, hol1o O,P-poa1t1on to tho publlo eohool , .. re ono~ue. 

Tho oa ......... , Uaolt. W1 th 11 ttlo 8XI)or1onoe ln the e4uoa­

'1oaol tlold, ... elow 1n 4oYelop1ns ll prograa and 1n ,Pro­

.. o1D& nzr1elll.a and text• boou. Ae t ho tiD&IIolal eUuatlon 

ia,Pron4, hO .. Yor, 1noreaoo4 ]1oroontas•• or the budGet ••r• 

ooraaru4 tor publio duou,tloa - tram 1~ in l9U, ~ 80J' 

1a lta9 - IIA4 1t ne pl1UU1o4 \0 areot ell: tllouean4 8441-

Uoaal 
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Uoul r~Ar•l aobooh 4\U'l.a,& \blo perlo4 (n&ral o41ltaUoa 

~•lac or prlaarJ ooao14oratloa) . 

l'rea14oat Cu41aoo baa 'Oo• ual4uo .. a la aarr11ac o"' 

\lala plaa . lie .... oreal .. a Ha\loaal c-all ot lllc'Oor 

~01\lOD &D4 U.loatlfll fteiO&rlb 1 pl&aao4 a l atlOaal <OlT­

\olball ..ellool (to 'Oo o-•• 1a kullo CUJ t>u'lac \ be tlra\ 

'l\lll'ler ot lt:H ) , proY1414 tor \be tree l.Jqpu\1\lOil o t 

aoeo&41l'J e4ueat1oa, pro4 .. oeo ona ao4 a belt allll on teat• 

-.o&a t o be eol4 a t ••••n oentaYoa eeoh , an4 toroulato4 • 

plaa tor t bo to4orol1sat1oll ot pu~lle e4ueatloo b7 eolr­

Uaattac \ba WOr.t Of \be .,\de loar4a Of I<Alloa\loD wl.\b 

\bU or \bo IUJUe\r7 or 1"11111 U>aeaHoa. Be baa proal"ll 

\be l'IU'Il t ollbara lunoaoll aaluloa, poraonal :~~rotaoUOD , 

oat tba proYhloa ot tlreana tor \balr 41fuM qa1nat op­

:POillllU ut tba :P"llllo aobool . la lah Now Year 1:41aiOII;o to 

Coacraaa ba proalae4 , 1ptor !lla, tba oatabll~ent 4..r1as 

ltU or two tboll..U l'lll'al aeliooh, t1ttJ ltlAderco.rtona, 

IJ14 fl'h ladl&D llo&r41Dc•aaboole1 tbo fOWUl&tlOD Of tftlYo 

llluodred llllrarlaol &D4 tba eraalloa ot • habaloal c v.aaell 

tor ACJ'lollltaral laatr..aUoa. 

11at1l tba a4nat to :POwtr o r Cbres6n &~~4 Callaa , llalli­

aan polltloa hat be .. aa latarnal at rll&ll• tor tAo eonaoll4e­

t1on or power, lllJ) Ortat ~, 41Yorea RoYOlllt10illr7 tondanolel 

a.a4 1UU&Ua4 b7 .alllUOilo alllto.r7 1.114 :POllUoel loadere. 

lloYOllltloa wae eoJta141ro4 111\lll'al aa4 111oYUablo. n.e or ­

.-t•U- ot \bo 1-.1.11. -o tor .. r\7 orpalaa\loa aa& 

U aal:pllaa, Ualt14 t ho "ope or 1n41Y14ll..U• , aa4 -.pu­
elaa& laetltlltloaal OoYaraa.at . loweYor, \ Aa lat ter bat 

DOt oo.e to be llA1rio4. 

C4.r4olla a• rtrat Cab1Det, in tbe aaln , wee 1atliate4 

llJOD hia 111 ~u 1-.ll . tl. laa4eza. After 1111 dlaapoeauAt 

w1U 
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w1 \II Ct.ll.oo, 1D Tune , he ft&rraJl&Od \ Ilia bodJ ere to bJ. • 

otm t a ote, ounlll& one or tbl l u t ,...,.1111116 a111 t ant 

~ilpe - \ hi\ ot O&rr140 Canabal. Tlte pneiJl\ Oeb1not 

oonaia\ on\17 bla bHn oonoldo.r o4 •• 41't'111o4, tho 41tror­

OJteu priarllJ belli& i n tho poroono or l or tu llll, Ws1 ... , 

1.114 Co41llo. Sooner, t ho •·ru14en\, l n nlooUng t hea, 

oan bo aHn to boyo r ooognlaod bla own l1a1\atlona and 

look or ozporlaAOo 1n atatooraf~ and ao•o~n\, and ao~­

Whlt to h&Yo ooor1t1oed llDi\J tor a oonaol14at1on ot \be 

:polU1oal and oooial ineUtuUono. Jortu OU bOa bad. 10"8 

~rioaoo in so•ornment; oo Prooldant , ha proaoouted t ho 

osrarlan prosraa wUb in\onaUJI bo broke t ho :poll Uool 

:power ot l abor by oppaalns t ho oonoorYatiYo, tormarly or ­

t1o1all)'-au_ppen a4 s rou_pa , nth r a4ioal sroupa; and ho baa 

boon tho 00Yor.AOD\ 1 a bulwark ot eupport l n t ho Churcb­

G\ato oontliot . ~ UUs1oa (Cardenaa' o~aisn 1oa4er l 1e 

attr1buta4 t ho s roataot reo»>noib1ll t 1 t or tho wr1t1 ns of 

\be agrarian and t ho l obar oodoa int o t ho Coootltution or 

1917 (wblob taot bo hU not uaed t o bla own l dYonUge) . 

Co41l.l o , tos o\bor wi\b hlo two brothere, i o notoriouo t or 

blo 1noo10an\ t1sht in san Lulo l'otoa! , tor lnnd, oooiol 

1.114 oul\u al oquali\J, an4 ri&bta ot tho .In41on. Guoh 

.. ro tho ol..an\o obooon by tho ~ea14ant to aid him in 

rot.tnins t ho OURJIOI't ot tbe poaao.n\ ""' l abor aaoe•• - t bo 

Yllal o.oee\ ror maintolDiD« :poftr , 

lllea\ noanU)', bo hao 1nol114ed in blo Oobino\, u 11111-

iotor ot r oro1sn ~tairo, 14ilordo Ha1, on old BaYolut1oD­

ar)', with a reputation tor ouaYi ty oo4 oompoouro , end with 

long 41plomot1a expor1anoa, who p rDYod blaoolt moa t ooD­

olllatorr iD the baa \o4 4ayo diU'inS tho fruiO.S ot tho Con• 

aUtutlon, 
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••1\u,lon,, but who hae ~ITir bolcl olootlTe ottloo. 

'l'o otfHt tha ol4 priDolple ot acroe.,.nt by toroo , 

Ctrdonao appearo to a ttempt •o to~ a oo~n oplnlon and 

Ju4sment by pur auln& a Tor y liberal polltloal oourH. 

wharooo IIQa\ of tbo s roU ~voluUonary tlsuroa han :paned 

traa tha •tac• t broucJ> Ylolenoo or exile , be has :pe~Hto4 

and uoour&go4 t heir return , eo hoallns an olll wound aD4 

br1D.f:i ng book onorsot io tlsuro• to national utility. no 
hao boon orit1aioo4, hOWoYer , tor permitt1n8 too tree ex­

:pruolon ot radh&l opinion, IIUOh ot which 1a tound ••41-

Uouo. On tho ot her b&D4, within tho r . II. H. and i u .. .,_ 

bore in ott1oo, J ob r al or ;;t a te, he bao d&liUllldod 41•­

eipllno ID4 lo7alty aAd a oontralizod ao•trol. In aooord­

aneo w1 t h tbia Uoa, he hao not huHUed to ou•• a nd ro­

:plaoe Y&rlouo GoYornoro (although in oa.e St atee , notably 

~oretaro, 111 hao not auoooe4o4 in wreotlng ooaploto :poll ­

Uoal oon t rol) . Both l!oueu ot t ho Consreea han tormo4 

ujorUy •t.tt ~<ins" P"'U:P• whiah otan4 ool1417 behind him . 

The tooling that tho GoYorament eould tool Moure in 

t ill aup:por t ot U.o oo-n :poo:plo, oo op:pooo4 to al.ll t ary 

ou:ppor• , waa born ooly ln tha day ot Ollros6n , 'l'lle IU'UIY 

whiob ... rso4 troa tho RoTOl ution • •• not o national army, 

but a ooriee ot in41Tlduallotlo torooo , te4 , arm.d an4 con­

trolled by tho HYOral Gonoralo, l!&YiDS O&llq>alBDecl w1 t hou\ 

baeo , wUbou\ ooJDl.ooary, w1 tllout aiT1ng or aoJcl.ng qllarhr, 

\ baM trOO:P• had ao real aill t ary 41oolplino. 1'bo:r wore 

aY14 t o t ake tho t1ol4 at tbo ol18htoot :pro toxt , ~on the 

loaot proal.llDS offor Of IXOltOllltiDt lind &dJ\ o 'l'ho :puritloa­

t lOD or t bo ailitary ar• and t llo indoot rinat l on or a nation­

al :patr 1oUo o:p1r1 t to ou:pplant tbo tra41 tion ot :peraonal 

loyalty, no a lons, olow prooou. J l nall y, durins the 

Pru1 .. aoJ 

l 
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Preaiclana:r ot C.aeral Call .. , aat 111 iii4J 41raot attoru 

ot Oaa.ral Joa~~in Aaaro, the aray waa tranaroraa4 into 

a 41aoipl1na4 .. obina. •~1la t he Kaoobar and the L6.aa• 

Serrano raYol~tiona 1n41oatad \ hMt the OoYarnmant atill 

oo~ld not ooua• ~pon the Army •• a unit , the t r oopa 1n­

Y01Ta4 in \ haaa taraotiona nra in a J&l.norl ty. 

At the t lma or h.h inallg\IJ"aUon, Pruidant Cilrtan .. 

na a&id t o han loat a sreat teal or hie popu.larlty w1 til 

the Ar~y. One or tba rirat inoldanta or hie Adain1atrotion 

na a peraonal quarrel wi i h Oanaral Amaro OTar the s rant­

lng or 41plomaa to oar t ain graduat e atudant ottioara . Alao , 

lha Army llaa no CoDaUA!at i o aent ta.at and it reeanta lha 

traadoa peJ'IIIiUel .Jodat aoUT1Uee iJI t he oo~tr:r (Wbioh 

eoooUAta tor tb.a t aot t b.at the Goyarnmant ia loa t h to uae 

it tor ~~alling dlaturbRnoae inYOl Ting C~n1ata) . Fin­

a.Uy, i t ho.a r aaentad srea\l y the arl&l.ns or the peaallJii a . 

On tho ot her hand, the Praaident bee atraaeed the 

r aot that the armed toroea era drawn trom tba workara and 

peeeanta (ao:Dawbat tb.a tlonr tllaraot, i n tact , eince all 

80l41ere muet be 11 t erata) and t hat tllay 1111at ba loyal to 

t ba Goyeramant Wbioh proteeta, 81l4 ia a~pportad by the .. 

ala~nta . He Ilea ehown sraat illtereat i n the waltora ot 

the Army and in improrlng ita ooodi tiona, ouH~ral and 

phraioal . ~ohoola tor ~ ohildran h&Ta been orea ted , 

improTad houaing raoilitiea prorlded, panaiona looraeaed 

u4 axtandad, ant 1&111 tary aadala -re sanal'Oilalr awarded . 

Moat raeently, ha baa s r onied an allowance ot \wo unitorma 

t o aaob ottioar oJI ao\1Te aerrloa. 

- lib \ba elloTa r aTiaw ot \ba deTelopaani ot \he RaTolu­

\lon and ' b• manner in wbloh Yrea14ant Cardenaa baa t1 t te4 

lli ... lt into t he pattern tllua delineated tor hia, i t 1a 

eaaler t o oo.preheo4 bow he waa able to break tinall¥ wi~ 

I Ill. 
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General Callo1, the t;reatoot ou,e\&114111& ol"ffl• U'finc figure 

ot tbe ReYolutlon, ond to eJoot b1a trom the Part y wbiob be 

btaellt bad oreateel. There 1e ao ~roeo4ent tor thie a otion 

in Mexioen biatory, nor tor tbot ot the return ot a 41ot ator 

o11oo be bad q~&Uted \he OOilntrr. Jo."''ell Ou4enoa• ret'llael to 

iarlht pwlleluDent on Oallu hoi ~ut Q&D)'ln a 'lll&ndUJ• 

To be .ure, Oallu, b.e.d he onteruJ.ud &nJ i eloe ot re• 

hraine to }lOwr, -41 a atretegio blunder 1D leaYlllfl t he 

oOilA,ry laat June , 4eolartna hie }lOait l•• ro tlromont, attar 

but a toint or toatlng atronatb wit h C4r4onao oYer the labor 

p roblea. 'l'll1o aoUon eaCI the lllboequent 1nt1ae.te oontaot 

which be aaintainod w1 th bia follower• in llex1oo . save 

warning to the Gon~at, wbieb Cl14 oot heoihto to :per-

aU tho g~wing or :pllblio o~lllion a4nrae to Callee . Tba 

preaa oarr1o4 on o Torltablo o~lgo or axpooina tho 

•oriaaa• or the Calllot Nsiul be and bio rolloworo wore 

deplotld t.l t ral tore tO tho lteTOlu tion, '0110 had &rom wealthy 

a t t he oxpenao ot tho p roletarl a tl anel the Cloolelina blow 

waa ghon b7 tllo o1roulU10II or I :n.mor that he wae plonlling 

a IO!!P:d • o)&t ia .lledoo w1 th tho baokill& or ponrtul J.Jur­

ioan iotoroote, it not or tho Gonl'nl!lent, ihalt. llre"rioua­

lT, Callu ' lllke-wara eUi tude toware11 t ho oererlan :pro-

sraa (after a trip t o 7r anoo, i n 1929 , be oxpr ••••d doubta 

•• to tho ocoooalc IOYAdnooo or tho 41Tio1on or lend• 111 

~l boldinga) en<! bie look or OJII.Patb:r w1 tb tbe ao:plr a­

Uea~ of labor .. ro lalon e;ooarallT• .Uao, hie roturllina 

with Morooo• wao o tao\1oal error. Tho l••~•r, wboao &roat 

eo.rlT work ln behalf ot l abor at one u ... &on bia a pooltlon 

parallel to the\ ot ..opoh, aaor1r1oed blo exaUod }1011 Uon 

t o }lOll UoeJ. oah and peraooal fortune . Eo •• eJooto4 

troa bie porllllt.ll.J-Oriaa1M& C. li. OoM. 0 ill lSN, a& bio 

earlr 

I 
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aazl7 att111a~10na wit h \be ... r iean 7adarat1o n ot Labor 
plaoed bla Wl4ar , ... w.ploioa or ••Jo71aa ... rhu iAtlu-

Aa tba llepar""'"' le awaza , Oallu' ralllrn aa t wUb 
aD<Ozaa \lo uUoa 1>7 \be J>roai .. at , 1ullld1n& tbo roson.l 

or eo.or .. oro .... Couralo, .... \Ula .. u ac or &oMSOU &ad 

Doput1aa, aad the aJoot1 on ot Callao and a ouabor ot hio 

t ouo ... re rroa \be r .n.a. Tile :poaoa.uo aad labor rooo in 

pl'O\oot acaiaot Callao' praooaoa i n tho OOWIUJ (8lob Of 

whiab , bo•nr, woo att.aad bJ t ho Co'fOruaa\ ) but \bora 

... ro a o 1nd1oUl ou u,..Uro i n \be OOWIU'7 or a~tbJ or 
OI.IPJOrt tor Callao. Do.pUa tbo .....,.al ot Caaaral Amaro 

troa hi a hip :poa1 Uon ot Ot\i ot ot lUll tarJ ~duaUoo, t ba 
Utl7o 1ll Diob be oaJOJo a tra• a doua popularU7, ....,.illad 
l o)"al , 1 .. Olld Of \110 1noidUt '00\lld Op.J141ar tO bno ba all 

.. ,. there , tor Oalloe appearo , .or e alld mo r e , to be ro­

M 41AC f ro• \ he HeDa . 

1A ooaoluo1on , a would oou t hU l"raaidoat Cudonae 
boo M&OOOoc1o4 in u .1ntaill1og hh allt borU7 booauoo ot hie 

iat oarl t7 &114 boonM be bu 110Q&bt bOnuUJ t o eolTo the 

ooonoa1o aad eooiel probleaa or tb a oouatrJ, w1 t hin tho 

t r ... work ot tba ReYolutionary proa r aa, ill • o1noaro of­
tort to ... t tho uraaot naa4a or tho peop le . U. bha oon­

trootad aa amer aono7 wi t h 4eo1oi oo ao4 a daaonatrota4 aonae 

or aaour1t7• It t bo ODOraooo T wore not r eal, be oawortbe­
laaa hot tho aaa•o1 t 7 to &eke polit1eal oap1t al or l t, t or 
beJOn4 tho teol1Q1 ot the ...... t bat bo boa protaoto4 t ba• 
&&&loot poealbla raaot1on , hie aot1on acalnat Oallea , wbo 

M&J1.,0 Md17 waa eru4 wi\ll f oralp wppon, baa &i .. n &lao 

tbe 1~•• \be~ \ b a l raa14aat baa c1ateo4e4 AOt1onal honor aa4 

1ntaar1•7 aaaina\ f oreign praaoura , and 00 ···~·' tile 

o .... tr1'• 
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aountrJ ' • i a\ arnat 1onal axiat enoe, 

From ihi a poin\, t ba Preai4eat, wno baa at aa4taa\ly 

aaeu..4 tull reeponoi bi llt J t or the oonduo\ of bia Admin­

la\ratioa, oby1oual7 intend• to 4oalnata \ha Ke1lO&A a\ age . 

He baa tull powr i n hie banda to oopa wltb \ha polh l oa l 

al i llation ao 1 t llri aaa , and he baa ohall anae4 all alaaen \e 

t o or gani ze politi aal par tlaa ta opposition . Hia attltllda 

i n t ha oap1 \ ol• labor oontllot 1a tho one aleman\ whloh 

eau .. a aoat appr ahana1on but , unlaaa ha ra Yar aaa bla a%• 

proaaad da\arainatioo not to follow Co~iatio \ an4ano1ea, 

\Ilia abould not 1 .. 4 t o aoala l uphaaYal. Aa baa baa 

polJih d out , the agrarian prograa 1a no\ Co-niatio and 

tlla Arm7 ia oppoaed t o t hia pol 1t1oal dootrine , "l tb t ho 

tor.ar or ganized i nt o an a rmed militi a , t he Praaldant baa 

two f oroea, both thus far proYed to be loyal, \o support 

h1a aaalnat labor , ahould tha latter baooma allitontlJ 

r adiaal and at h JIIl)t to oYarthrow t he Goyerament. 

x x xssxs 



Y4xico, lanuar,r 81, lVZe • 

• 

Dear J.lr. Pruiclent: 

lbo~ina or your deep 1ntereat in all that pertaina to Mexico , pa.rtioularly to the tenaa daya rollowina the brealc between Cu denea and Callea, and the rel.iaioua ancl aclucat1onal 11tuat1on, I am encloaina a aopr or cleagatoh No . 3216 aent to the State Depert~nt . It waa prapare4 by J.lr. w. w. Schot t or the Embassy atatr au4 1a the olearaat anc1 bea t axpoa1t1on or the paat year that could ba compresae4 into one deapetch. You will be 1ntereate4 to know tha t Ur. Schott , now in the diplomatic oorpa , waa a araduate ot tha Naval &cadaar in the clara or our coaneation with the N•TY• 
With mJ attectionate regarcla, 

Fai thtully your a, 

~- o~·;_,L 

Tha Preaiclent , 

The White Houae . 

Sl:tolosure . 
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I haTe the honor to set forth herein an appraisal or 

President CArdenas' position as t he present ~ocinating 

personality in the Mexican political acene, achieved a lit­

t le more than a year attar his iDauguration and upon hie 

definite break with General Calles. 

The ~st&Ddiog teatare ot hie success i s t he ability 

wnioh he has displayed to tit hi&aelr into the historical, 

political, social, end economic pattern or the Revolution 

as a leader in its present state or development , escaping 

the polit ical errors which have sent originally greater 

and more distinguished l eaders into eclipse. 

In the first place , Ctrdenas i s one or the tew lead­

ers of humble Indian origin who has remsine~ a chi ld of 

the village and no t been absorbed by the city, as have been 

so many or the political leaders or the pas t . He is not a 

wealthy man , ncr has he used his otrice tor personal inter­

est or salt-aggrandizement , and his Government has acquired 

the reputation or being more bonest than were preceding 

one a . 

Knowing that the Indian, the most pertinacious, gan­

u!De Revolutionary, i s also the moat important el~ent or 

the nation, t he common ingredient which rose insxplicably 

in rebell ion against privilege and economic and class 

divisions, he has , since his extensive Presidential cam­

paign tour, continued to visit parts or the country for 

the purpose of inves tigating the conditions or the people, 

their 
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t heir naeda, and t he prac t ical operation ot h1a Covern­

a:ent • a prO{Sr &n in their behalf . ThJ. a democro.tio mingling 

with tho ind igenous countr y people and his keen peraono.l 

interest in thei r problema haa broue;bt hi m an l.mmenae 

popularity. Alec , r ealizing that the Revolution really 

was tougbt be tween t he city and the country - the reudal 

socie ty and the Indian - in which the city nl.nya etood 

with the loser , and that tha economic elevation or the 

village means peace , the Preaident has not subordinated 

the neede or the rural districts to those or the ci ty , 

ao was manifested in hia budget message , which stipulated 

extana1ve appropr iations tor various eections or the coun­

try, and in hie Annual J.:essaoe to Congress , which pro­

rtded tor an autonomous Department ot Indigenous Mta1re. 

He has l abored consistently tor inter nal barcony and unity , 

t he crying need of the country; he r osters t he growing 

class consciousness of the people , mAking tor e reeling 

ot common race and national ity; nod he has worked inces­

santly to meet the elementary Revolutionary deDAnds tor 

land, water, school s, and freedom. In brief , he enrteagea 

the wants or the people, giving direction without the neces­

sity or pressure exerted from below. 

Although t he Six-Year Pl o.n was prepared and in opera­

t ion prior to the President'• aasumpti on or o t tico , he bee 

followed it strictly, expandill6 ito teres as tar as poa­

eible ( oa~ital aaya he bae gone too tar ) to aeet the demands 

or tbe people tor aocial 1m;proncent . He has accepted it as 

a regulati on tor the application or the Constitution, to 

wbioh he adherea rigidl;r (diaregard thoreor, in the paet , hav­

ing been the most trulttul cause or r evolution) , but be bas 

inaiated upon the centralization or adm1n1str atioo. A;par-

n\l:r 
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en\ly thia a't"tu4.e na adopted baoeuM C4.runaa t .. la t llU 

the OOUil'trY 1a not yet prepu.d tor ;politiou democracy and 

that hia prograa ot aooial reoonatruotLon beat oan be car­

ried out b7 oentrU.iaed oolltrol Ln t he banda or thoae chosen 

by hilllMl.t •• true repruentatina or the people . (See 

deapatoh No, &ail ot M&roh l , li55 - •Politica.l and Xcono­

m1o Development ot the S1.x- Yaar Plan") . 

In his agra.ria.n progra, Preaident O~donu baa bllt 

followed the path leadinc to the goal tor which the Rovolll­

tion ... fought - the d1atriblltion ot land. Diarege.rd of 

Z..pata•a t 11110ua warning that the agrari ana ~d not lay 

4Dm their arma untll they had recovered their lancla, na 

one or the greatest contr1blltory tactora to the tailllre ot 

all. BeYollltionary leader a to Obreg6n, who beedecl 1 t, Since 

then, tha OOWltry has ge.ined a wider aenae ot the political 

and aocial neoeaaity t or ~and division, and opposition to it 

baa died dom (an n UOELSIOB, wlrlcll carried on a long cam­

paign a.g&Lnat it , hu clieoonU=ed ita gener al attacks). 

~ GoYIU"DIIIIInt Lnaieta that l.ancl, wherever i .n demand, be 

paroeled out 1n a legal manner , without obstaoloa and &tlaya, 

not incidentally or Ln oolltorm1 t y with local prejudice or 

opLnion, tbou8ll in oertaLn oouern.U.n ~· ot the country, 

&ere contentment preYalla, 1 t baa not intervened; and in 

otller parts, legal.i ty baa been diaregarded. Ita attitude 

ia beat expreeaed by tba. r81larka ot the two Cabinet otticen 

now 1110at intiu.tely identified wi tb the problem - Portee Oil 

and Cedil.lo. 'fila former aaid tbU the agrarian monment 

woul.d ooa.tLnue untll nory ~:d.oan peon who needed land bacl 

hi• nae4 aaUat1e4; the lAtter (when preYiollelY Winiater or 

.&srioulture tor a llriet u- d&&ring the Preaidanoy or Ordz 

llllbio ) pn hie opinicm ot the reaul.t or euoh a policy, aay-

i.D&: 



1.ac: •It enr the larse :plantation bee~• a ll&tter or the 
l'Ut and rur&l properti .. &re equitably dh14e4, our e&rt­
oul.ture Will probably within ten yee.u not merely eathty 
our 01111 neeu, bv.t will uu poaaible u;portation abroe.d. • 

Ill other wor4•, tl1e Government ia or the belief th.At 
the d11tr1lnltion or l&nu Will .ake tor the eoOWleic llnd 
aoci&l emancipati.oJl or the coUAtry, and to this end the 
Prellident hila toll-owed a l.ogioal prosre.m ot rural reoon­
atruoUon by ~peeling Ill' tlla diltribution ot landa; :gro­
rl41D& rural echoola, tar:n implements, financial ore41 t 
through the recently created National Bank or EJ1dal 
Credit, JIUbllo health tacil.itiu, irrigation, po~able 
nter; and increiii1II6 tl1e farming l'OP\ll&.tion thrOugh 
rapatr1at1on, S-1grat1on, llnd internal em4;rat1on. 

Perm. Labor baa been de.tin1 tely treed trOill :geo1146e, ita 
organiution into one great national agrarillll body is ex­
pected to be c~leted during the present year , the ttUhit e 
Guarda• 'll1ll be entirely 41ebe.nded, and the agrarians 
&re beitl6 armed llnd organized into a torm or mill tie tor 
their own protection (llnd incidentally tor the addi tione.l 
8\ll'port ot the GoTernment) • 

'fha labor monlll8llt in ~co today cannot be UAder­
atood without a 'br1at reTia• ot ita hietory. In 1910, 
the lla%ic&n uuea were llllConaoious ot oal'i tali a and ,no 
labor phil.oaophy had been 4eveloped, al~hough there were 
a&Diteatat1ona or a labor movement aa part or the terment­
ln8 aodaL renlution before the day or J£adero . During the 
&dlniniatration ot the lUter (but without hi I IYJIIP&tbJ) , a 
C&M 4el Obrero M•p.Ue.l wu o~ed aa a propqand& oeuer 
in Malioo City, Where it engineered the tirat atrikae. 
Carre.ua, IIOnur, h&rd preeeed i .n bJ.a oont11ct rltb Villa 

and 
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and Z.pata (Who oppoecd the trade- union move~nt) drew sup­
port rrom labor ele~enta , attracted by his 1914 Bill or Re­
torm - later incorporated in the taw or January 6, 191:5 -
(although l abor as a Whole was divided 1n ita allegiance) 
Which rorcad •Red Battalion•• tor tightins in t he tield. 
In return, Carranza permitted them to organize behind the 
lines, and in February, 191~ , an agreement was reached be­
tween hi a Conatitutionallat Party and the I • • • iJ. , by rtrtua 
ot which tho former undertook to assist t he cauae ot the 
workers • 

.Uthcugh t he labor =n::.ent as progreaaing was not 
consistent with his policy, and he continued to oppose it , 
Carranza was obliged to bow to the will or the radical 
group at the Qaeretaro Convention and accept ita lnbor 
code aa Article 123 or the Constitution or 1917 . Nevor­
tholeaa , the largest labor orsanization, the c . a . o .~. 

(rounded i n 1918), took the opportunity to ayenga itself 
upon Carranza by joining Obreg6n in the movement which 
deposed the tor.;er, and ao cace to ita first real success 
end to political power. The c . R.o . u., controlling tho 
national Labor Party. became the political instrwnont or 
Obreg6n and or Calles. :;'Hb the eupport or tbe Federal 
J4m1n1atrat1on, it intervened 1n national and aunicipal 
political arraira, and actually oontrolled the Adminis­
trative and Judicial agencies ot the Covorn:ent . Ita 
loadcr, Morones, became Callos ' Uinistor of Industry, 
Co~rce, and Labor . 

The c . R. O. !.L., boweYor , whose c:eJihera aoatly were Gov­
ernment employees, was opposed by a majority or other labor 
elecenta. ~a opposition Q!ld jaalOQay precluded the ad­
herence to it or other labor organ1~at1ona . FUrthermore, 
the C.R. o.u . was split in ita at t itude towards Obreg6n •a 

oecoll4 
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aecond election to the Presidency - at 'IIIlich Ut:e , ueo, 
t he rirat aeriouo d1T1aion between the labor and the agra­
rian movements waa cenifeated. 

Aa ProTiaionel President , Portee Gll aout;ht to destroy 
the political power or the C. R. O.U. by plac1ng in opposi tion 
to it the Contedereci6n General de ~ebejedorep (en i nt er­
national labor body with anarchist t endencies) and other 
Co=iat organizations. Ee wcceeded 1n wee.lcening it 
greatly. 

The weeeeding Gonrn:ent or Ort!:t RUbio, one or no 
strong labor influence , apProached the labor problem in a 
new manner by passing the Labor Code, which reGUlated Arti­
cle 123 or t he Constitution, and mede labor procedure uni­
form, set l imite upon the exploitation or labor , atrorded 
it tuller protection, and initiated e trend towards com­
pulsory trade unionism. 

Fro~ the above , the h1et0r7 ot the labor ~ve=ent in 
~xico is seen to be one or alliance with the Gove~ent 

'IIIlich rostered it , and 'llllose CAin policy towards it has 
been that or support , without Which it could not have pro­
greosed. SUcceeding Revolutionary Gove~ents, the desir ed 
labor philosophy and a detini to proe;raJ:> haTing been written 
into the Cona t1 tution , continued to encourage labor u.nion 
with the knowledge that euch organization •ends to assure 
t he oonti.nuanoe or those i n power . In retur n, labor in tho 
main baa been loyal end rtrm in sustaining the Governcent . 

Vhere hie predeoeaaor in attics had a ssumed but a 
atrictly l egal attitude towo.rda t he labor ~v~ent, Presi­
dent Ctrdenaa Whole- heartedly eapoueed the cauae of labor , 
aupportins it generally in its contlicto with capital, and 
t bua popularizing hiloaelt to it enonz:ouely (at the expense 

ot 
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ot capital and at the cost ot cuch unreat) . Hie idea i o 
to organir.s one lo.rge labor union under Oovel'tllllAint control , 
ao to end inter - union d1eputeo end to create a unitied ele­

l!ent ror ito om protection - end tor his poll tical support . 
federal labor inopectors, many o f whom proved to be agita­
tors, were oent through tbe country to investigate end de­
tend the interests or labor, to popularize the movement, 
and to encourage the formation of Wlione within the P.N.R. 
SUccess hea not yet been achieved, but the response or labor 
to the Preoident in hia recent attitude towards the return 
ot G<lneral Calles was manit:est . 

The present J4min1stration i s accused or a tendency 
towards the forcing out or toreign enterprises end towards 
CollllllWl111111. In t hi s connection, 1 t =•t be remembered t het 
t he Revolution 1ntensH1ed the struggle ot the Rata= 

ageinst the feudal system, against privilege . The foreign 
economi(l invasion durl..ng D! cz ' time , with Oovernr.:ent sul'port 
and with personal gain to politicians, gave to foreigners , 
who organized and controlled commer<1e and induotry, a hold 
over Uexicsn politics which was strengthened by d1plo~t1c 
SUl'PQrt . 11i th no existing middle claoo which l:ll.ght have 
served as a butter between the Indi an masses nnd the pr i vi­
leged classes (the hecendados linked with the politicians 
and the toreign induatrialiata), the tight ror econo~c 
freedom wns drawn between U.xican l abor and toreign capital, 
aa the moat r ational way or fighti ng the agrarian revolution. 
~ao , with industry baseO on concesaiona and prerogatives , 
t he consumer round himaelt paying higher pr ices then exieted 
in independent countries, and ha gained nothing tro: auch 
ent erpr ise eave wages, the s<1ale ot Which d1d not raise his 
s t andard ot living. AI the <IOUI1try prospered, t he Ind1an 

bee-
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beoam. t.;o•eriehed. Ignorance , poverty, hunger , er.ploita­

Uo.n, were hia lot, and the principle that Mexico muat be­

oo~e a wbite man ' s country seemed probable or reali~ation -

until the Indian rebelled, w1 th. a success t hat has brouaht 

him finally into Cexican political life, and made him 

maater or hie own deatlny. 

With tllie in mind, the ReYolution is seen to have been 

given a definite goal by defondins labor egainet roreign ex­

ploitation. Throush th.e labor movement , which could not bavo 

advanced or ita own, it wee able to oet a limit to tno ror­

eign control or ~xicen politics and economics. Article 123 

or the Constitution was written to curtail the exploitative 

uee or foreign capital end to reduce the position or influ­

ence end prerogatives or roreignera to that or o~uali ty w1 tb 

Mexicans, against whom they previoualy bad been protected. 

President Cardenas bas er.prosssd his desire for the 

continued inveotment or forei gn capital in Uexico , thus in­

dicating no intention of excludins foreign enterprises -

bu.t he doea de::and t hat L:exicans eharo Ln them. In the cosea 

or labor contllcts in roreign and :.:Oxican induatri ee, he baa 

shown :oore than a coderete interest in behalf or t he work­

men in hie interpretation or the Constitution (Frnction VI 

or Artiolo 123 or which roads: "In all egriculturGl , com­

mercial, manufacturing, or mining enterprises the work=en 

ehall he•e the ril)ht to participate in the profits ••••• •) • 

.U.o, since the President hea said that •I ...,. diapaaod 

not to perm! t one single uohino or 1nstallat1o:1 to recain 

1dlo in t he country, a.s ell the workers must have an oppor­

tunity to malco o livelihood, " tho tear is expressed tbnt , 

wagos having boon raised throuab atriko and Goverll£l8nt­

approved arbitration theroor to a point where operations 
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are ~rotitable , he might act legally (the onl7 etipulation 
1D the Conatitution - Fraction XIX, Article 12~ - be1Dg that 
•Lockouts shall be lawful only when the excess or production 
ahall render it neceasesy to abut down in order to ma1nta1D 
pricea reasonably above the cost or production, subJect t o 
the approval or the Board or Concillation end Arbitration•) 
to carry out the threat made in EL liACIO!:AL ror tho pro­
cedure 1D such casea, •to value the machinery and to turn 

it over to the workers, to be pai d to ita ownere 1D reason­
able terms" (which , rrom e~erience , would not atrord the 
owner an appreciable return). 

It is eonaidered that the President hoe gone this tar 
in aupport or labor in order to win it to the cause, con­

sidered essential by him, or torming one great union under 
!'ederal control. Be ilaa Jockeyed hil:laelt into a dirrlcult 
position, one causing great apprehonaion in induatricl as 
well as in conaervative labor circles, and only ttme will 
indicate his ab1U ty to cou;plete hi a prograo berore the 
country has sutrered econo~c loss or social disturbance . 

l.!enco has been accused ot having CollllllWli stic ten­

dencies since the socisliatic rerorca were written into 
the Conatitution or 1917. ~ile ~tation or the recog­

nition of pr ivate proper ty , and the right or labor to or­
ganize and to intervene in production were cited ae moat 
illuatrative ot this tendency , a dritt to~da national1~, 

in t he Indian ' s peculiar way, in an ertort to develop a 
purely ~xicen culture , was seen to give expression to 

Soviet 14ee.a. l:lowever, the agrarian progreJ:a, oreat1Dg 

small lend-owners with the hope that they ~Y increase their 
holdings (at tbo e~ense ot the plantations, to bo sure ) to 
more than ~re aubaiatence units , is beat proot that tho 

country ia not beading tor CC!t'!t'!t1n1 ""'• in the accepted sanae 

ot 
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or the wor d, any JOOre than did Prc.nce , under ol.mile.r o1r­

•=at anoes. 

Certainly, the President has encouraged labor to the 

point or its cald.ll8 excessive and unreasonable deoands , but 
he awaren t ly baa rejected proposals advance<! by labot• or­
gani~at1ona tor the eatablis~nt or a sole union in Uex-
1co, baaed on a determination that labor ba an individual 
rector in tho develop~ent or the economic lito or the coun­
try - i . e . , not subordinAte to, c.nd controlled by the Oov-
ern:nent . 

In addition, lack or oapitul , abundant resources , ex­
perience, end ekilled labor, Ybich already coke large sec­
tions or established :~xican industry dependent upon te.rirr 
meaeurea , miti gate against the abso~tion or such enterprise 
by the l.!ex1can proletariat w1 th any l.clediate degree or 
financial success . As a recent caso in point , the local 
foreign-owned paper company, enjoying a !llDnopoly, was round 
to produce paper or such 1nterio~ quality that, to satisfy 
consumers , the Oovernoent was obliged to form a paper io­
portill6 ool!l!)any on its own account, to suppl y the demc.nd 
tor paper withoat reducino t he tariff on this oo::odity. 

>~ile a Communis t Party ex1ata in llexico , whose mem­
bers have beco~ increasingly active , and certain ele~ents 
in the Oovem ::umt e.re reported to be frankly or this poli­
tical shading , tho Administration cannot be en1d to have 
given them SJIIlPathy or su:pport . In accordance with hie 
pr inoi:plo to give all polit1cal factions rroe rein or ex­
:presaion, the Preoident haa not sup~roesod their activities , 
but Portee C11 reoontly publlahed a etatecent t hat the P.N.R. 
has no Cano•nlot io tendenc1es . Lars• sections or labor open-

ly have disavowed Oomnuniam, and there i s no present indi­
cation that the country ie advancill8 towards a ohans• 1D 

Oov-
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Gonrmunt ot this cbare.c\er. 

Aa regards the religioua and t he educational problema, 
which the President clalc4 aa inheritances, he baa tollowed 
a strict interpr etation ot the laws and ot the Six- Year 
Plan regarding thom. Not deviating rrom the previously­
conceived Oove~ent position in the Church-State contlict, 
he he.s ahOWD a coderation in hi a attitude towards the Church 
which baa made ror an amelioration ot the reli&iOus situation. 

Denying r eli&ious persecution, Ctrdenas has stated hie 
objective in the problem as being one completely to separate 
Church end State , and to eliminate Church ac tivity 1n educa­
tional aatters . A new law or the ne.tlonalizatlon or pro­
perty has al~liried and clarified, while maintaining the 
restrictions against the ownership or property in mortmain . 

uith the Revolutionary de:ands tor land and social 
justice well under way to be met, and the social awakening 

or the people havlng becooe ertected thereby, education be­
o~e the moat signiricant cove:ent or the Revolution , the 
one or broadest errort . Obreg6n, i n 1921, seeins the neces­
s i ty tor bringinG the masses into the cultur al activities 
or the Ooverncent , thereby to unify them, established a De­
partment of Education . From the start, the educational 
prograo waa designed to cultivate and develop existing 
values, and to coerdinete them wi th present realities, link­
i ng the past with the present (or which the Indian knew com­
parat.ively nothing) in a decidedly realiatic lU.Illler. The 
school tunotions tor the c~ity rather than tor t he in­
dividual , Ill an agency tor unifyi.ng the people and inducting 
th~ into an lcproved state ot present existence , by eo=­
bining book- learning with practical instruction, that is , 

education is intended to make tor the general economic bet-

te=ent 
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Ul:'ll:lllnt ot the cauea. The problem, aa one l:encan writer 
(Altonao Taja Zabre ) saw it , was, •rather than to incorpor­

ate the Indian into oivili2stion, to i ncorpora te oiv111-
&ation into the Indian.• In such a eyate:, it i a not d1t­
tioult to understand that the Governcent wee obUged to ea­

~ oo~lete control over education, repudiating olerical­
icn which, it telt , bed not imparted education generally, 

etticiently, nor r ationally. 

The progrwn or secular education recently baa been 
changed tor one or soci~l1at1c education. As thus tar pro­
IIUl&•ted, the lat ter teaches the t heories that civilization 
and cul ture are the resul t or the work at ~; that labor 
1a the fundamental cause e.nd the measure at value ot uoo­
tul things; that the socia l structure is reared on the or­
gan12ation ot labor; t hat the cain tactor 1n histor y is 
class war; that social classes ar ise out of positions in 
the economic structure ; tha t class struggl e ia directed 

against the ezploitation of aan by can; and that direct 
action in this struggle ia aimed at wealth withdrawn rrom 
circulation. 

Initially, the Governcent tinancielly waa unable to 
prosecute i u educational program Y1 tb great 'figor. The 

teachers, relatively row, poor, e.nd illy-equipped, received 
insufficient support, and their ditticult1ea, increased by 

CathoUc opposition to the publio acbool, were eno~us. 

The Government itselt , with little experience in the educa­
tional fi eld, was slow in developing a program and in pro­

duc1Jl8 curricula and text -books . .U the tinanoial ai tuation 
il:lproved, however, increased percentages or the bud;;et were 
earmarked tor public education - from 15~ in 1934, to 2~,; 

1n 1939 - and it was planned to erect aix tho~eand addi-

U onal 
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t1onal. rural. schools during this period (rural education 
being or prtaary consideration) . 

President Ctrdenas has been assiduous in carrying out 
tills plan. He hae created a llational Council or Higher 
Education end Scientific Research , planned a National Pol y­
technic School (to be opened 1n ~xico City during the tirat 
quarter or 1936), provided tor the tree ~ertation or 
secondary education, produced one and a halt million text­
books to be sold at seven centavos eech, end to~l.ated a 
plan tor the federal ization or publ ic education by co~r­
d1nating the wor~ or the State Boards or Education with 
that or the l:l.niatry of Public Education. He h.as promised 
the rural teachers increased salaries, personal protee>tion, 
and the provision or firearms tor tbcir defense against op­
ponents or the publle school . In his !lew Year :.:essage to 
Congress he promised, inter alia, the eatabliehnent during 
1936 or two thousand rural schools, fifty kindergartens, 
and five Indian boarding-schools; the foundation or twelve 
hundred libraries; and the creation or e Technical Council 
tor Agricultural Instruction. 

Until the advent to power ot Obreg6n and Calles, Mexi ­
can politics had been an internal struggle tor the conaol.ida­
tion or power, supported by diverse Revolutionary tendencies 
and instigated by 6l:lb1tious military and political leaders. 
Revolution vas considered natural end inevitable . The or­
ganization of the P.U. R. made tor Party organization and 
diae>ipline , limited the scope or indi vidualiam, and eaq>ha­
aized institutional Gover~nt . However, the latter hnd 
not co:oa to be unified. 

Cardenas• first Cabinet , in the main, vaa inrl ioted 
llpon him by the P.N.B. leaders. After his d1a88re=ent 

wi t h 
.. 
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with Callea, in lune , he rearransed thia body more to hie 

own taete,ouet1ng one or the laat remaining militant 

groupe - that or Garrido Cenabal. The preeent Cabinet 

conaietently baa been conaidered aa divided, the ditter­

encee primarily being in the peraona or Portee Oil , ~ioa, 

and Cedillo. However, the Preaident , in aelecting them, 

can be eeen to have recognized hia own limitations and 

lack or experience in atatecratt and government, and some­

what to have eaoriticed unity tor a consolidation ot tho 

political and eocial institutione . Partes Gil has had long 

experience in government; as President , he prosecuted t he 

agrarian progran nth intensity; be broke t he poll tical 

power ot labor by o~sing the conservative , to~erl7 or­

ticially~su.pported groups, with r e.dioal sroups; and be baa 

been the Government ' s bulwark ot support in tbe Church­

State oontliot . To ~ioa (C8r4enaa• campaign leader) ie 

attributed t he greatest responsibility tor the writing or 

tha agrarian and the labor codea into the Conatitution or 

1917 (which tact be bas not uaed to hia own advantage) . 

Cedillo , toget her with his two brothers, is notorious tor 

his inceaaant tight 1n San Luis Potoa!, tor land, aooiel 

and cultural e'luality, and rie;hta or the Indian. Such 

•ere the elements chosen by the Preeident to aid him in 

r etaining the support or tho peasant and labor messea - the 

vital aaaet tor ~ntaining power. 

UOat recently, be bas included in his Cabinet, oa ~n­

iater or 7oraign Attalrs, Eduardo Hay , an old Revolution­

ary, with a reputation for suavity nnd col:ll)osure, and ITith 

long diplocatio experience , who proved binselt most con­

ciliatory in the heated daya durin& the f r aming of the Con-

ati tudon, 
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stitution, , but Who has navor ~eld eloetive ottiee. 

To O!!sat the old pr inciple O f egr oeoent by for ce , 

C&l.rdone.s appears to atte.:;pt to tom a cot:=On opinion and 

judement by purauill6 a very libore.l poll tice.J. course . 

\thereas most o! the great Revolutionary figures have paaaod 

!rom tha stage through violence or exile , he has pemitted 

and encouraged their return, ao heeling an old wound and 

bringing back energetic figures to national utility. He 

ha~ bean criticiead , ~owover , tor pemitting too free ex­

pression or r adical opinion, cuch or Wbich i s round eedi­

tioua. On the other ~and , wit~n tho P . r; . R. end ita c:e::t­

ber a in office, Yederel or State, he has de~ended dis­

cipline and loyalty and a centralized control. In accord­

ance with t~s idea, he has not hesitated to oust a.nd r e­

pl ace various Governors (although in some States , notably 

Queretaro, he has not auoceedod in wrest ing complete pol i ­

tical control) . Bo t b Housoe ot the Congress have formed 

=Jority "Lett iiins" s roupa wbich atand solidly be~nd ~m. 

The reeling that the Covernoent could reel secure in 

the support ot the co=n people , as oppoaod to m1lltery 

SUlJport , was born only in the day or Obras6n. 'l'bo &.r.O¥ 

Wbich ezerged rrc~ the Revolution wee not a national army, 

but a eeriea or 1ndividu.al1stic toreee, ted, amed and con­

trolled by the sever al Cenerala. Havins campaigned without 

be.se, without oon:misse.ry, without s 1v1ng or asldns qu.e.rter , 

t hese troops h~d no real military discipline . They were 

avid t o take the !iald at the elightast pr etext , upon tho 

least promisins otter ot excitement and gain . The puri!ic~­

tion or t he military arm and t he indoctrination or a nation­

al patr iotic ap1r1t to aupplant tbe tradition or personal 

l oyalty, na a loll6 , alow procoaa. Yinall y, durin;; the 

Proaidanc:r 
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Presidency ot General Callea, and by the direct ettorta 

ot Ceneral .roaqu!n AmAro, tba army W8s transtonned into 

a disciplined machine . ~ile the Escobar and the c6mez­

Serrano revolutions indicated tbot the Covernment atill 

could not count U»>n the Army u a Wlit, t he troope in­

volved in tbeae dotectione were in a minority. 

At the time or hie inaugura tion, President Ctrdenaa 

was said to havo lost a great deal or his popularity with 

tbe Army. One ot tbe first incidenta of his Adminiatrntion 

was a personal quarrel with Ceneral Amaro over tbe grant ­

ing or diplomas to certain graduate student otrioere. Aleo, 

the £r:y baa no Co~stic eenttcent end it resents the 

freedom percitted Soviet aotivit1ee in the country (wbicb 

accounts tor the tact that tho Covernnent is loath to use 

it tor quelling disturbances involving C~sts) . Fin­

ally, it baa resented g reatly tho arming or the peasants . 

On tbe other hand, the President has stressed tho 

tact that the arn:ed force s aro d.rawn troo the worker• and 

peasanta (e~whet the Clower thereat , in tact, since all 

soldiere must be literate) and that they must be loyal to 

the Covernmant Wbich protecte, end ia supported by these 

elew~nts . Ra has shown great interest in the weltare or 

tho .t.rmy and in improving 1 to condi tiona, cu.ltural and 

physical. Scbools tor Army children bave been created, 

tmproved bouaing facilities provided, pensions increased 

and extended, and tlilitary medala 1110re generously awarded . 

loloat recently , be bas gr anted an allowance or tYO Wli!Ol'IU 

to eacb ottioer on active service . 

With tbe above review ot tbe development of the Revolu­

tion and the manner in which President Cardenas baa fitted 

himself into the pat tern tbua deliaeated tor him, it ia 

euler to OOJI!l)rebend bow be waa able to break finally witb 

Geaaral. 
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General Oallea, the greateet outatanding single li~ing figure 

ot tbe Revolut1011, and to eject b1m from the Party which be 

b1maelf bad created. '!bare ie no »reoedent tor tb.ie action 

in Wexiot.n hi a tory, nor for t bat of the return or a dictator 

once lle had quitted the countrJ. ber& OUdenae• Htuaal to 

inflict pwlteb:unt on Call .. haa ~t ll&llf in a quandary, 

To be aura, Callea, had be enterte.ined any U.aa of re­

turning to ponr, ude a etrategic bl WJder in leartng tile 

country laet oune, deolart.ne hie poaiti~e retirement , attar 

but a fa int ot testing et rengtn With C&rdenaa over the lobor 

problem. 'l'h.1e action and the eubsequent intimate contact 

wbioh be metnta.ined Y1 til hie toUowre in llexioo, ga't'e 

warn1ng to the Gon%'DIII*nt, which did not heet tate to per-

mit the groWing ot :pllbllo opinion adverse to Calles. 'rile 

preea oarriod on a veri table Cuql&ign or exposing the 

"cr imea" ~ tile Oallist r;lgJ.M; he and his tollowen were 

depict ed ae trai~ore to the Revolution, who bad grown weal thy 

at tile expense ot tile proletariat; and the deciding blow 

was giTeD by the circulation ot a l'WIOr that he was pJann!ng 

a oOu]!- d • et&t in Jlex1oo w1 til the bacldng or ponrtul J.c:er­

ioan intaraate, it not ot the Govarn:ant, itself. Previous­

ly, C&llea • lulte- 'Rrlll atU tude towards the asrarian pro-

sraa (attar a trip to France , in 1g2g, he expressed doubts 

aa to tbe economic eoundnase ot the di't'iaion ot lande in 

~ lloUiqs) and hie laclr. or a)'IIQ)athy With the aspira­

tion• of labor were mown &•nerally. .&.lao, hie returning 

with MoroDIIa aa a t a ctical error. '!be latter, whose great 

early work in behalf or labor at one time gave him a post tion 

parallel to that of ~ata, a&cr1t1ced hie eXAlted position 

to political ends end peraonal fortune . He wa.e ejected 

trc. hie pareonally-organized O. R. O. I.!. , in 1g33, and hie 

early 
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early ar~iliationa with the Jaericen federation or Labor 

placed him under the euapioion or enjoying Acerioan in~lu­

ence. 

As the Department ia aware, Calles ' return met with 

ene rgetic action by the President , including the removal 

of Governors end Genoral e , the unseating or Senatore and 

Deputies, and the ejection or Calles and a number or hie 

followers from the P.N .R. The peasants and labor roaa in 

protest against Calles ' presence 1n th.e country (llllch or 

which, however, wee staged by the Governcen~) but there 

were no ind1cat1 one anywhere i n t he countr y or aJl!!Patby or 

support tor Calles. Despite the recoval o~ General J.!:larO 

rro~ his bigb position or Cbier of Military Education, the 

~y, in which be enjoye a tre~ndous popularity, remained 

l oyal . An end or tba incident would appear to bave been 

made there, ror Calles appears , more and more, to be re­

ceding fro~ the s cene . 

In conclusion, it would seam that President Cardenas 

bas succeede~ in cainta1n1ng bia authority because or bia 

integrity and because be baa sought honestly to solve the 

econo~c end social probl«na or the countr y, within the 

tr&::e..or k or the Revolutionary program, 1n a sincere at­

tort to neet the urgent needs or the people. He has con­

fronted an emer gency with decision end a demonstrated sanae 

or security. If the emergency were no t real , he neverthe­

less had t he sagacity to make political capi tal or it , tor 

beyond the reeling or the maaaea that he has protected them 

against possible reaction, bia action against Calles, who 

supposedly was ar::ted 111 tb to reign supper~ , bas given a lao 

t he idea that the President baa defended national honor and 

integrity against rcreign pressure, and so assured the 

country'• 
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country's internati onal existence. 

From this point, the President , who bas steadtastly 

assumed tull responsibility t or the conduct or his Admi n­

istration, obviousl y intends to dominate the V~xioan stage . 

He has tull power in his hands to cope with the political 

situation as it arises, and he has challenged a ll el ements 

to organize politi cal parties in opposit ion. His attitude 

i n the capit al-labor contliot i s the one element which 

causes most apprehens ion but , unless he reverses his ex-

pressed determination not to tollow Communistic tendencies , 

this should not lead to social upheaval. As has been 

pointed out, the agrarian program i s not Communistic end 

t he Army is opposed to t his political doctrine . Uith the 

rormer organized i nto an armed mili t ia, ths President hes 

two rorces, both t hus rer proved to be l oyal, to support 

him against l abor , should the letter become militantly 

r adical end ettemDt to overthrow the Government . 

X % X X X X X 

WWS: b 



M~xico, February ze, 1936 . 

PERSONAL. 

Dear Franklin: 

I heard over t he radio that a few days ago Mr . Carmody , 
head or the Knights or Columbus , in a speech a t Hartford, 
Conn., charged that I was hand in glove with the Mexican 
Government to s t amp out religion. It would be hard to 
convince anybody in my home State or any others who know 
me that I could be in league with anybody either to stamp 
out religion or to weaken the power or any Christian church. 

This charge recalls an incident which you may not 
remember, but you will recall when I state it . You 
remember tha t early in our service i n the Nav,r Department 
Mr. Isham sought to secure an appropriation for the purchase 
or an Isham patent in place or the shells which the Ordnance 
Department believed could best pierce armor plate . Isham 
was backed ror a time by a rew Naval officers and by 
Richmond Pearson Hobson , who was on the Naval Affairs 
Committee, and .A.d:miral Fiske t hought there might be acme-

) 
_thing in Isham's contention. Admiral Strauss waa opposed 
lo~in~anything to do wit h I sham. Finally it was 
deci ded to give Isham a chance to demonstrate his device . 
You will recall that a Committee or Congress and Ordnance 
officers went down the Potomac for the teat. MY recollection 
is that it endangered their lives and a few days afterwards 
I wrote a latter to Mr . Padgett, Chairman or the House Naval 
~fairs Commit t ee, in ~ewer to an inquiry, stating that 
in view or the fact that the test was not a success I could no\ 
recommend the appropriat ion of any money for the purchase 
of t he Isham patented devi ce. Isham was a t the meeting 
ot the Naval Arfaira Committee when my letter waa read. 
It infuriat ed him and he ru~ up t o the Navy Department 
and , without waiting for my secretary to give him per-
mission to coma i nto the off ice , r ushed across the long 
room and in a very excited manner cried out: 

~. Secretary, I have reached the conclusion and 
am now confident that you are in the employ or the 
steel t rust . Your letter proves i to I had thought 
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you were a rair man, but now I aee you are like all 
t he rest , you are employed by t he eteel truat .ft 

There wece quite a number or people i n t he rooa who 
noticed hia excited manner and heard hia words with aur­
priaa . I waited until he had finished hia condemnation 
and , in a very quiet voice, I said: 

"Kr. Isham, you would have a hard time convincing 
the steel trust or that tact . " 

Joly mild answer took hia so tar aback that he had 
nothing alae to aay and he lett the room. 

The charge t hat I am hand in glove with the Mexican 
Government to destroy religion i a aa absurd as Isham's 
statement . 

I am wondering what has become or Isham, whether he 
baa really perf ected any ot hie varioua contemplated 
ahella or bombs which he thought would revolutionize 
Naval warfare. 

Fa1 thtully your a , 

~t; o, ... ~ 

The President, 
The Vh1te House. 



L!.!S 

Socrotnry of ~tato, 

37. "e~" ·• ,:·.ry ?.f., 11 a , m, 

F\l"! : I :: ,. ' LW BUL.t.. 

Psr ;~· 

GRAY 

Mt'Xi_,o City 

D1•1. ~.;: F'"bruary 28, 1936 

PL. : 11, 1Hr tho foll01'11ng message to President 

Roosevo.Lt .C<l.'l•' tn tially and spealc favorably to hi m if 

you think v. 1.h . 

11Fricmd.J ci' :lichael Francis Doyle wi ll present his 

name f or Assiatont Secretar y of the Navy , He is well 

qual ified and I think it would be an excellent appoint­

ment , He is the attorney of the Catholic Commission 

organized to help Mexican Catholics . When at home in 

January he assured me that he accepted only upon con­

dition thnt tho commission would not attack your admin­

istration. I think his soloction would be helpful in 

many ways. You know of his ~oop intorost and knowlodgo 

of tho Nnvy and his su9port of your policies , " 

DANIELS 

HPD 

/6 It l-.rt. 
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M6Xico , ~pril 7 , 1936 . 

PERSONAL. 

Dear Franklin: 

I distinctly teal - in tact t here are concrete 
reasons ror reeling it - that the policy or moderation 
which I wrote you President C~rdenas said he would 
carry out is step by step, sometimes with recessions 
here and there, going forward . I know t h is will hearten 
you. On Palm Sunday 39 Catholic churches were open in 
Mexico City , which is 15 more than have been open at 
any time aince I came to Mexico , and the crowds who 
t hronged the churches carrying palma were the largest 
old inhabitants said they had seen. I mads it a point 
to drive t hrough the city about midday Sunday and saw 
great congregations at all the Catholic churches. The 
election waa taki ng place the same day for senators 
and deputies, and I had supposed t he interest in i t 
would be so great that the throngs around t he election 
bootha would be many t imes greater than in t he churches , 
but the c~trary was the case . 

It was int eresting to see that women were voting 
here for the first time and many or them cast their 
ballot . 

I had unofficial information yesterday from Tia­
juana t hat a priest gave instruction to children prepara­
toey to c·oi!IIllunion in t he hoLles or the parishioners or . 
that place with t he knowledge or the authorities . Re­
pair work has been begun on a Catholi c church in Uata­
moroa which haa been in bad repe.l r for a long time. on 
~ trip to southeastern lieXico I round churches open at 
places where they had been closed. 

Thill 

The President , 

The Yhite Houea. 
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Thi s does not mean that the President has issued 
any public decree or made any public s tatement , and I 
do not think he will do so. I think he i s so engrossed 
with the resolve to secure better conditions for the 
masses that be will not make a decl aration about any­
t hing else . ~oreover I gather that his party thinks 
any publ i c statements of t he opening or churches and a 
moderating poli cy might raise an issue with those who 
closed t he churches and i nject trouble into the poli tical 
situation. However , t his is only surmise on my part, 
and i t is based on what I have observed rather than 
what I have heard. 

The attitude now seems to be, even or the politici ans 
who are not favorable to t he church, to let things take 
their natural course i n most or the States, and t he 
natural course uninrluencad would be tor t he churches 
in most ot t he States to open. or course there ere 
counter-currents. For example, some ruel was added 
to the flames or t hose who are opposed to the church 
by the killing or a certain number or rebels in Jaliaco 
thi s week . They were said to have been led by a 
priest. Jalisoo is a strong Catholic State and the 
church p eople reel they have been denied their rights. 

I am giving you these sidelights so you may keep 
posted with the religious situation here. 

I gather from the newspapar accounts that you had 
a tine t ime and obtained needed recreation on your 
fis hi ng trip . It 18 too bad that you skirt Mexico 
both on the Pacific end t he Atlantic and we do not 
see you. I hope attar you are re-elected that you 
and !.Irs. Roosevelt can CO!Ile here . The climate is 
well nigh perfect. 

It is gratLrying to see that the a ttempt to or­
gani ze opposition to you insi de the Democrati c Party 
"died a-bornin~, and that the outlook for November 
is t hat you will receive the approval which your adminis­
tration richly deserves . Your plan to raise taxes from 
sources that had heretofore escaped paying their share 
cane at the proper time. It was a silencer t o those 
who were vocal in their demand t o "balance the budget". 
They believed you could do nothing . ~en you said in 
substance: WHere is the way to do what you have vocifer­
ously dema1ded", t he Chamber of Commerce and the Liberty 
League got busy to s how that your plan was not wise. 
The more they attack your poli cies, the stronger is 
public approval. They never have but one plan - ~ck 
t he poor by a sale tax or some like method that leta 
wealth escape. 

I hope 
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I hope to be home in June and talk with you about many matters and be present at the Convention in Phila­delphia. 

Lly wire joins in arreotionate regards to you and Mrs . Roosevelt . 

Faithfully yours , 

b~\t:····~ (} 



r . 
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K6Xioo, ~pril 22, 1~36. 

My dear Kr. President: 

I had a letter a taw days ago trom our mutual triand, 
Kr. Kiohael Francia Doyle ot Philadelphia. ~ you know 
he ie asaociated with the Catholic organization ot which 
uohbiabop C~l,ey b the head, and he keeps me posted 
trom time to time with the atatua or that organization 
and the reeling or the Catholioa in the united states. 
I thought you might be interested in the following 
extract trom hia letter: ' 

"'rhe Catholic usociation tor International. 
Peace held ita annual aeaaiona in Washington on 
:UOnday and i'~adq- ot thia week. I qa one ot the 
organi aera or this body, and formerly ita Preai­
dezn and made an addreea on the forthcoming South 
~r1 ... eonterenoe cal.led by President Roosevelt. 
and urged the earnest support ot the aame. It ia 
the poliey or the uaociation not to adopt reaolu­
tiona, but there ia no doUbt but that the varioua 
Catholia univerait1ea and Collagea throughout 
the count.r7 will tollow with interest the coming 
aeasiona ot this Conterenoe. 

-The Mexican question was eliminated ~ 
the prograa upon my suggestion. This was done to 
prevent anr cr1tioi~ or the Adminiatrat.ion•a 
poli cy. You may recall that at last. years• 
meeting there was considerable disouaaion on thia· 
subject and aevora1 addroaaea were bitterly criti­
cal. · In order to avoid anr unwarrante4 attacks 

!lle Preddont, 

The Ihi te House • 
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-I had \ he aubjeot atr1oten traa the progr ... 
You will be pleaaed to know that Arohbiahop Curler, wbo waa ona ot tha l ead1ns opponanta ot the State 
Department •a pol10J', oonourrad i .n 1111 judgment. 

-the Catholic Biahopa Comm1ee1on tor Mexican 
Rel1at haa tormallr decided to oontine 1ta activity entirelr to the erect ion an4 au~port ot t he Seminary 
project . The primary object ot thie i a to avoid 
•DT aeltblanoe ot 1ntluanoe with political pol1ciea ... 

Alwaya with wara regarda, I am, 

Sincerely youra, 



Dear llarvin: 

( . 

ASSISTANT StOII!TARI' 0~ STATt 

WASHINGTON 

June 17 , 1936. 

I enolose herewith a oontidential l etter 
tor the President. I am sure that you per­
sonal ly will be pleased with its content s. 

Wr . HUll is sending over to the President 
this Department's euggestione tor the foreign 
relations planks tor t be platform. I will 
appreciate it it you will let me know what the 
President'• !eel1 with regard to them may be. 

Believe me 

!be Honor able 
llarvin H. llointyre, 

Aesiatant Secretary to tbe President, The Wbite House. 



lily clear 111r. Preeiclent1 

DI:PAATMIENT Of" eTATE 
WAeH I NQTON 

June 17, 1936 . 

I am glad to be able t o tell you that ae a result 
ot oont i .nuecl converaati one during the paet winter ancl 
due particularly to the helpful cooperation ot the 
!Jiexioan Ambasaador her e, t he !Jiexioan Government has now 
agreed to the clispatch by the Vatican ot a special rep­
r esentative to !Jiexico in orcler that he may endeavor to 
eeoure unity 11.1110ng the !Jiexican bishope ancl at the aaae 
time take the nece11ary etepe to reestablish some 41e­
cipl1ne among the !Jiexican prieets . 

!Jionsignor Piani , for many yeare APOstolic Delegate 
t o the Philippinee, wae eelectecl for t hie mission and 
haa already left tor !Jiexico. It wae agreed t hat no 
publicity whatever should be attendant upon hie miaaion 
and that he himself ahoulcl nei t her make any etatementa 
to ths preee in the United States or !Jiexioo, nor engage 
directly or inclireotly,in oonvereation with the sembera 

'1'he Pruident, 

fhl lhita Houee. 
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of the Kexioan hierarchy, in discussions of Yexican 

political a!faire. 

The Mexican Ambassador, who is now in Mexico City, 

told me that he himself would receive. the Delegate in 

that capt tal and would do what he could to insure the 

success of hie mission. Furthermore, it ie the tacit 

understanding that if this mission proves successful, 

it will pave the way for an agreement by the Mexican 

Government that a permanent APostolic Delegate of Yexi­

can nationality be appointed to reside in Mexico City. 

The APostolic Delegate in Washington, Monsignor 

Cicognani, asked me to see him before he left for Rome 

last Saturday,and requested me to convey to you in the 

name of the Vatican,and in hie own name,an expression 

of very sincere gratitude for the effective and under­

standing assistance you had rendered in the attainment 

of this initial step. rather Burke was present at the 

interview. 

I assume from what rather Burke said to me that 

these facts will be communicated confidentially to the 

members of the hierarchy in this country. 

Believe me 

ly yours, 



' 

~6x1co , August 28 , 1936 
P:RSOHAL. 

Dear Franklin: 

I wrote yo~ on August 21st and enclosed a memorandum 
from !.lr . Frank Tannenbaum containing a statement made t o 
him by President C4rdenas about the religious situation 
in Veracruz and Sonora. After sending t hat maoorandum 
I had another talk with J.:r . Tannenbaum and told him 
that Veracruz was C&xico •s show window; t hat all people 
wfio came here from Europe and all who caoe from the 
Unit ed 3tates by water entered ~exioo via veracruz and 
the fact that the Cathedral and all the Catholic churches 
there were closed created an impression very unfavorable 
to the L!exicelll GOvernment , and people who visited Vera­
cruz went back to the United States r eeling that all 
Mexioo waa hostile to religious worabip. 

Ur . Tannenbaum came to aee me this corning and told 
me that he hsd taken lunch with Pre sident C4rdenas and 
had discussed this matter again with him. ur . Tannen­
baum is ret~rning to the United States and he has a 
message from President C4rdenaa to you, which I think 
you would like to receive. Mr . Tannenbaum is ?Onnected 
with the graduate department or Columbi a University. He 
could visit you at any time that would suit your convenience 
around the middle or ~eptember. I t hink it would be well 
ror you to make a date - he would take very little or 
your tUl& - and let him know when to call. 

I have been in vi ted, along with other members or 

the 

The President , 

The Uhite House . 
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the llilaon Co.binet who wore in ort'ice during the Wor ld -.:e.r, to be a guest at the Ilational Convention ot the 
~eriean Legion 1n Cleveland on September 21-24. I 
hope to go and 1t so I could run over to 7aahlngton to 
see you i t you wished me to do ao . 

lly wife joins me i n love to you and Mrs . floosevelt . 

Always with my affectionate regards . 

Faithfully yours . 

~ 



I 
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U~xioo, August 31 , 193~ 

Dear Franklin: 

The improbabla has happened here . The UeXican Govern­
ment and the MeXican people have opened t hei r heart s to 
representatives or the llavy of our country. For gotten 
is the demand for t he salute because or t he arrest of 
officers and men on t he DOLPHIN at Tanp ioo. Forgotten or 
forgiven is the landing or men from naval ships at Ver a ­
cruz· and the death of men or both countries i n a regrettable 
exchange of shots . 

Las t ueek Admiral Yancey s . Williams and t hree 
naval ships with half a hundred officers and eight hundred 
sailors and marines arrived in the beautiful harbor or 
.ol.capulco. They were received with every honor. They 
had come on a good-wil l trip and ~tare welcomed with good 
will by officials and people at Acapulco . A dozen and a 
half officers and two score sailors and marines came un 
to Uexico City, a distance of about 288 miles . It was 
the first time s i nce Veracruz that an official visit 
was paid to this capital by representatives of t he American 
Navy. The President gave them audiences with words of 
friendship and welcome . L:ili tary and naval collUD8n.ders 
vied in courtesies and ent ertainment . The officers were 
guests at the Embassy and a garden party at the Embassy 
for t hEI!ll and for the enlisted men was a t tended by over 
six hundred Ameri can men and women resident in lf.exico t 
and scores of Hexicans. It was a scene that would have 
warmed your naval heart as it did mine . 

The best part of i t was the evidence that the Good 

lleighbor 

The President 

The 1fhi te House . 
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Neighbor polioy has qon the hearts or t he 7eople end offi ­
cials , drivms out even t he neuory or other days when 
t he Veracruz incident denied our country the regard or 
l~exicana . The coming of Admiral \lil lia£18 , who won all 
hearts , and the naval representatives , afford ed an oppor­
tunity to deconatrate to the world the warm and cordial 
relations existing between these nei&hbor republica . 

I hAve, of course , sent a full report to the State 
Departnont or the visit, but I knew you woul d rejoice 
that a visit here by the llavy \le both love had oore than 
any or us hoped deoonstrated the tine relations that 
exist between l-exicans and our countrycen • . 

It would have done your heart good to have seen t he 
sailors - soti-rospecting, upstanding, and fine looking. 
They cade a f ine 1n~ression here and I f elt proud or their 
bearing and deportuent and know tbat you will share c.y 

happiness in that knowledge . 

Following the we l come to the Vice Pr esident and t he 
American Commission at the formal opening or the Laredo­
l!exico City fligh11ay, I trus t these visits are only tbe 
!ore-runners ot the groat rece, tion which awaits your 
coning. Every time I see the President he s ends hi s 
regards and expresses his adniration, Ylh i oh I know is 
deep end sincere . I hope you have i t in the back or 
your head to coca here after your re-elect ion . You would 
find a welcooe from t he hearte or t hese people who bel ieve 
in you and your devoti on to men who are seeki ng a bet t er 
world tor men and wonen who have l ong looked out or dark­
ened llindows. 

Tlb.en he was l eaving Acapulco, Adoiral •11ll1ams gave 
an intervi ew t o a reporter or ~ELSIOR , from which this 
extract i s tek~: 

"I cannot at tenpt to put into words the 
splendi d 11!1J!ression I have gained or J.exico , 
t he 1:1ost hospitable , the cost beautiful end 
attractive country I have ever seen. 

"Thi s is not a OOUQonplace diplocatlc 
s tateuent; I speak with all sincerity , and I shall 
remecber all roy life the kindness which was shown 
us by the wexican people . • 

I take i t tbat the .b.dolral was saying that his senti­
menta wer e not mere commonplace and customary expressions 
but s i ncer e and frank . ilhon the nembera or the Diplo­
matic Corps here read that he had contrasted "sincerity" 

with 
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with "diplomacy" , to t he detriuent or the l atter . they 
wondered it he believed, a11 do many , t hat to be diplomatic 
is t o be courteous without being s i ncere . I wall between 
the devil and the deep blue ooa. As a Navy man ot eight 
years standi ng I must s tend by the Admiral , and as a 
t hree and a half year old diplomat I could no t be untrue 
to the Corp s . And so I assucod that i n translatin6 
from Cngllsh into Spanish t he r eporter was the oul~rlt . 
And then I felt that such oouroe would be disloyal to 
my life-long devotion to j ournalism. I t i s a hard 
t hing t o know where your truest loyalty lies . I rather 
t hink we both would stand by the Ua vy. 

\'li t h lilY affectionate regards to you and Mrs . Roosevelt, 
in which my wi fe j o i ns, 

Fait hful l y yours , 

br''-~ 



jl'i'i l~£ig· 11 ~i'lsj' [[r f ~~'' ~r1· ,i ;, J lfa I ;-, i 
~~ ~~' f.,K-£ = !~,r •. e~= ~ s.m , ~'! li .. , : • ... i 

ii •f. ,, II•!;: !! I ~~. t~i' ~q 
~,·l·~rel •t'!•=! :~~ i=~~~r! :t' 

. -ad • :··=r ~h i~hl· . 
J~~~~~~ Ji~r•JI rl' 1(!![1! ~ ·• 

ll'rr~i ,1,,,. ~~1 ,-,=!1· ~ri 
~!lr·!t !iii~~ !iJ~ ~~~~~~~ il; 
1ll''i£ ~jii! •t '11f:l~ '1~ 

I 
tD • 

i 
• 

-

~ """\} 

'"' \- " ' ~ ' 
~ 

I 



" 
l:fi1 i(i'fiilr·r11 iilil r! •£r·l~' 
·!,~i ' rl;£!11l~i~i '~Iii lf !rtf~ 

.. f' 12 :fi~flol~ ~ i i ' 

~~~II i fili"l~f;!- !i•(;f. l} jj;• I! 
J;af~ !1~1 ~i'!!rl· 1r -~i ~~ t!~ 1ar.= ~ 
.. ~. ~ .. f ... HI! rli!~l J f• • • 
rtit: ~~if!i!:!!f!'i ~ii•'~ i1! !,i}i:: 

_- .. - ~-, .. , I t ~5 ~·· If' '···~ 
r r!'fi 

~r!'l 'l'~a';liljjr• !(~~i -~~· I £r r: 
~rii trJiir rfi~ti) 5iJ!i ' f!J11i; 

. -



-:~-

tlaeH la • .,..., 1Nn7 U..t tble a nd 70'1 

•lelat P""e4 • .,_ - wUil e.. u .... uoa. Ill 
..., ..,.,, .. •• wrlte • a'INNt u •tU I ptl llaok 
............. atlcNt u ........ tlt ...... 

It tile ~i'f etl'lh ll la a tall' _., 
to lla .... Mtl\114 1 I . llaYI 111M le'fiiiMIIIU. &114 

p to -.no. u ... " -~~~--tl ................ . 
Apla, I •1• 70. -u M wU~ •• 

'-' .. "" .... 

•-Nitll le•eplnl• Dllll1ele. 
AMI'leaa ..... .., • 
... 1., D. r. 



I 

PERSONAL . 
M6xico, october 27, 19~ 

Dear Franklin: 

I hope you will receive t hia on election d~. 

During the last month, with my heart in the cam-
, paign and for tbe first time since 189& not taking an 
active part, I have from afar kept up by radio and news­
papers with your presentation of the issues. From time 
to time when I t hought you had been particularl~ effective 
I have been moved to send telegraphic congratulations. 
I felt like chearing when you declared "·there . are a 
thousand and one things to be donew and your calling 
upon automobile and other manufacturers to do more to 
inaura "adequate annual wages" and your arraignment of 
l aisse%, faire and your clearly set ting forth the necessity 
for ending forty eight differ ent systems in industries 
that affecte~ the whole country. We both stand for 
State's Rights of all that is intra-state , but when 
i ndustries seek a twil ight %one of state control when 
,uch regulat ion means no regulation, advocacy of such 
State Rights is as antiquated as the old contention or 
the right to carry s laves into free territory. 

Now t ha t the fighting i s over, and we confidently 
await the count of votes to give you the time to carry 
out the policies e ssential to reaching the goal, I wish 
to tell you with what pride and joy I have followed the 
first four years and my f ai t h in t he permanent achieve­
menta or t he next four in the safeguarding and under­
girding ot t he program for social rero~ and social 
secur i ty. 

The one t hing that has heartened me above all others 
is that in no appea1 for votea, though per haps tempted by 
t hose who advised more politically expedient courses, have 
you retreated an inch from the so-called radical pplioy 
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essential to com~lete recovery. ~ f ew daya ago a visitor 
here , who calla himself a conservative, using that term 
to camoutlage hie reactionary baliefa, said to me: "It 
looks t o me as i f your fri end Roosevelt is going to be 
elected and that when be i s he will drop hia advocacy 
ot plene that have given tear to the business interests . 
Do you not think he will , attar be ia re-elected , turn 
hie baok on the ' lame • preached by the radicals who sur­
round him?" 

MY r eply waa t hat i~ he expected you to turn to t he 
righ,, he little knew the depths of your convictions , and 
t hat I was sure you would go forward in pat hs of progress 
t hat would aid in lessening poverty and in reducing tenancy 
and aluma and in letting t hose pay for t he cost of govern­
ment who had received t he coat benefits from the ~rican 
eye t ea. 

He hoped you would "listen to wiser and more con­
servative counsels" . I told him that with you it was 
not "listening" . That you had , to quote Hosea Bigelow: 

"Senae.c\. what • a right 
And ez-~r i t bald heeded" , 

or in whatever way w~uld beat effec tuate your convictions. 

Latterl~ I have observed, since it seemed clear that 
you would win. some people and some papers telling t he 
people t hat your succe s s would be followed by policies 
not eo r adical aa in the four yeara that have passed . 
I know that you will regard your re-el ection ae a mandate 
to "go forward" and give n.o heed to those who counsel 
a retreat, an4 that in this course you will more and 
more surround yourself with men whose convictions are 
•• deep as your own and along the same lines , and who 
will have the courage to strengthen and advance t he 
r estorat ion which must follow relief. 

I t has distressed me to see eo many of our old aseo­
ciatea lending aid and coctort to old en.aiee by such 
apeechee as Al Smith and John Davia have been making and 
the silence or t he Newton Bakers . I was glad to see 
you give a thrust at "corporation lawyers" in one of your 
speeches. They are the most dangeroua f orcea in our 
l ife - men who are eo anxious t o win lawsuite,which bring 
them big fees, that they surrender the political faiths 
ot a life-time to argue for privileges tor t heir clients. 
I expected nothing alae of .rohn Davia and Al Smith , be­
cause of their aligncente with "the malefactors or great 
wealth", but the a ttitude of Newton Baker hur ts me . I 
have ao long held him in affectionate eateam that it is 
dist r essing to see hi.m sitting on the aide-linea when t he 

same 
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same principles as Wilson presented in "Tho !lew Freedom" 
are at stake . If Wilson were alive he would be with 
you heart and soul and would be aick at heart at the 
failure or those he had trusted t o stand firm in the 
great battle against Privilege. I not i ce that Newton 
Baker is to be the chief attorney in the case before 
the Supreme Court tor the Dllka Power Company against 
the Government . Baker 's advocacy or this utility 
monopoly woul d make Tom Johnson t urn over in his grave. 

Fortunately there are abl e men with vision who are 
r eady to stand with you in the utility and like battles 
t hat lie ahead . You will need them. Those who have "no 
stomach f or the right" can be replaced by those who see 
that monopoly must be unhorsed i t the American ayatem 
is preserved . 

I have l ong been very QUoh interested in the plana 
ror redistribution or the runotiona of government which 
your oocmittee is s tudying and when I come home early 
in Dec ember I hope to t alk with you about t he results 
of ~ own views, some or which I have entertained since 
~ days as Secretary or the Navy . There are other 
~ttera t hat are i n the back or ~ head that I wi sh 
opportunity to diseuse with you while at home. r.otten 
wish distance could be annihilated and we might ~d~ua'o 
the big issues and serious problema which lie abQad . 

Uy wife Joins in arrectionate regards to you and 
IJrs . Roosevelt. We both wish we could be with you 
on election night. But we wil l be getting t he news 
and you must feel that we era cheering at this distance . 

Faithfully yours , 

~' 
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Y'xioo, NoTamber 17, 1936. 

P!:RSONAL. 

Dear 1rankl1n: 

The world move a and conditions change. Saturday 
morning I had a cul from Lio. Aleman , Llember of the 
federal Supreme Court, who was recently elected oov.rnor 
of Varacrua. He called by appointment to ext end to 
me a cordial &n4 official inTitation to attend the 
inauguration exerciaea on December lst , when he will 
be 1nduota4 into office . He seemed vary desirous or 
my acceptance and I appreciated his courtesy prompted 
by his confidence. This incident is a tar cry from 
the early morning ot 1pril 21 , 191•, when I sent the 
following telegram between mi4n1ght and dawn, attar a 
conference over the telephone with President Wilson 
and Secretary Bryan: 

WWashington , D.c . 

fletcher, 
April 21 , l9U. 

Vera Crus, MeXico • 

Seize CUstom House. Do not permit 
war supplies to be delivered to Huerta 
government or to any other party. 

Daniela.• 

Becauae or that i nstruction and the resistance by 
t he young cadets of the NaTal School and snipin& by citi­
aena , eighteen Americans ware killed and more LlaXicans. 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. RooseTelt, 

The Whi te Rouse , 
Washington, D. c. 

Bitter 

I 
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Bitter teelins ase1nat Wilson and hie a saociatea wae 
arouaed. We had auppoae4 , lmowins our aole motin waa 
to preYent the munitions tallins into t he hands ot Huerta. the roa ot the Mexican reYolutioni sta, and to 
help thia country aet rid ot hie deatructiYe rule , that no attao.k would be made on the marinea 8114 aaUora Wbea 
•• landecl them at Veracrus. 

~a matter or tact, some time betore t he Veracruz 
la.udins, Consul Canada had informally aak:ed General J.!aaa, who waa i n command or Huarta•a troops at Veracruz, what 
be would do it American naYal abipa should enter the 
harbor . There ha4 been talk in veracrus or aucb en­trance but there waa no t hought ot it in Yaabington until the arri Yal or t he YPIRAN~ with munitiona on a German 
abip tor Huerta. 

General ll.aaa answered : "I would at once IIDYe -.:r 
rorcea beyoDd t he range ot the Na.y•a gun•"• He did that Yery t hins, and, aa you recall , t here waa no government rorce employed to protest t he lan41ns ot 
aailora and marines. The young cadets on t heir own 
motion, resenting t oreigner e landing on their aoil and indignant because they felt General W&&a had been re­creant to hia duty to protect t he city , orrered their 
liYea in wha t they regarded aa a patriotic duty. A 
111.0nument haa been eraoted t o thsm in Veracruz , and when I waa in Veraorus en r oute home on leav~ I pla ced a 
wreath on the monument, r ather over the protest or our Consul. I t old hi• that we aboul4 1111.1tate t hose Engliab­men who served i n t he War or the Roaea and l ater were 
rr1en4L I cannot retrain rroa adllliration tor thoae young naval cadets who, believing we bad landed to take 
their country, were read7 to gi ve their livea in ita 4etan•• Only yeaterdar I ran a croea an "01>8D Letter,. to nlliaa Randolph Hearst , written on March 30 , lQ22, by 
Wilbur Bates, which throwa light upon t he artair. ~e rollow1ns is part ot that l etter: 

.._e ban an eX&IIlpl e ot Mexican patriotic apirH in 
the tight or t he J.!ex1oan cadet a ot the Nanl School 
in .ldllliral Fletcher '& attack on Vera Cruz . One waa tound riddled with bullets who bad evidently 
toUght wi th hia machine gun after he waa practically dead . ~e boy, the young aon ot the Captain or 
the po~, waa buried wi t h the higbas t honors by 
the American r orcea. But thia did not restore to lite a v&lor oua youth who had died because Wilson waa datera1ne4 that 'liuerta must go•, aa did maey 
hundreda ot other Mexioana and more ~rioana than 
t he publiahe4 liat acknowledged ... 

Ubt1l 



Until I read Wilbur aatea• article, I had suppoaed that the arm. ware made in Germany. It ha i a right 0 thaT ware made in the United Stat••• I quote the tal­lowing tram bia letter: 

"The anu on the YPIRABO.l ware purchaaed tram the 
Remi~ton J.rms Ooapany and to caTer their actual designation they were shipped to Odasaa, Russia , and from there reshipped to Hamburg. Hare they were again reshipped on the German ateamah1p YPIRANO.l to Vera Cruz where tbay arriTed on ~pril 21 0 191• , the day that Wilson s eized the port in hie personal priTate war on Huerta. 

"A4miral Fletcher took control of tba Tesael but within a raw boura bacauae or a atrons hint bT cable tram Berlin, Wilson and Bryan S&Ta •psr­m1aa1on• to land these arm., which were delivered to the Mexican Conrm:~ent at Puerto J.rexico. U thaT were ever uaed to kill Americana and raid border States, they were uaed b:r Carranza and hie aupportera, tor Huerta did not taka them out ot Wex1co when be reai8J184 and lett tba country. And it thaT were ao uaad, Ur . W1laon wu reapon­a1b1e, tor he created the conditione which made Carranza poaaible.• 

'!'Ilia belated information will doubtleaa interest you aa it baa me. At the t1me that, upon the 1nsiatance ot German Klniater Bernatorr, the State Department agree4 that the YPIRJ.NGa. could go to Puerto 1lex1oo and deli Tar 1t a cargo or arr:&a, I waa truoh perturbed and oppoaed to auch diapoa1tion. But the State Depart­ment acted without evan conaultina ua. I presume Brf&ll or Lanainc took the matter up with Wilaon but aa not certain. I protaate4 to Bryan when I learned or the action, tellina him that I waa aura that in that attar­midnight telephone oontarance neither he nor Wilson nor I would have agreed to eelze the custom houee tor the aole purpoee ot keepina the ar.a fr~ raach1D8 Huerta it it bad beea .usgaated that latar they would ba laDded to hie agenta on Mexioan territory. I neTar learned that they reached Huarta•a foroea, but the Republioan apeakera in the next oampaiSD aaaumed they had done ao &D4 bad the beat or ua in that phaae ot the argument about f11aon•a Kex1can policy. 

B:r the w.r it I did not tall you about it at the tt.e, it will interest yo~ to know that when I arriTed at the kT:r Department the 1110rn1na attar the order to 
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"aeiae the ouatom houae at Vera Crus•, Eddie Hoo4 ot the 
.l.aaooiate4 Preaa asked me it I had received any ntwa troa 
Veraorua that mornins. Believins that nobod~ knew ot 
the ordar given, I aote4 aa it I did no t understand to 
what he alluded. He then related the oonveraation 
word tor 1101'd between Wilson, Bryan and myaelt. I waa 
eatoUDded. He would not tell me the aouroe ot hia 
informati on but would not deA,l' that he =ai nta1ned 
oloee relatione with a telephone operator. At that 
time telephone operatora - or some - leaked. The 
reault ot this l eak was t he install ation ot the priVate 
wire between the lhite House and the Seoretariea ot 
State, War and NayY, which wae invaluable in war time and 
since. 

When I voioed my obJection to landing the arms at 
Puerto Mexico , arran said that ea they were on a German 
abip and ae~ inaieted on that course it aeamed wiee 
to accede and tbue to avert ooqplicationa . ~t that time, 
ae you know, we had plenty ot trouble in lle:d.co, tor 
Britain, Germany and moat other oountriea represented in 
llexico City favored recognition ot Huerta &Dd we were 
not i n a very comfortable poeit ion . EVen ao, I telt 
that the action taken by our Government had lett ue in 
an indetenaible positi on. ~ strong reeling wae, when 
in the middle or the night Wilson asked what couree I 
would advise, end I had said that we should not permit 
the arms to reeoh Huerta, that to permit t haa to be 
laoded at Puer to Mexioo would put ua in an indetenaible 
poeition. Ky oonviotion waa that our only Juatitica­
tion tor l •a4tnc at Veraorua wea to prevent the ar.a 
reaohiDC HUerta •e anQ'. 'lhen Lodge and others a ttacked 
Wilson tor an inoonaiettRt oourae , •• had no soo4 detanae 
that we oould aake. At any r ate there ia no doubt 
that -takins Veracrus•, defensible or not , hastened the 
tall and tlisM ot Huerta &Dd aided patriotic Uexioans 
i n winnina the Revolution, always spelled with a big -s• 
in Ua:d.oo. 

I muat teLL you ot • r eoent oaourrence whiob touched 
me more th~ a~hiDS el .. oonneoted wi th my part in the 
veraorua landins. some month& ago, when Preaident !'arr&Dd 
and his wite were viaitinc Uaxi 0111 OitT, my wite &Dd I 
were invited to meet th .. at the home ot Mr. Carloa .L, 
llart!Ma zorrilla, a pr0111.1nent llexioan who married a 
l~ who .. people oame troa St . Louie. My witt and I 
bed alrea47 torw.d tiee ot triendabip with the Martines 
zorrilla tully. Kr. Kartinez Zorrilla , and p erhspa 
hia brothera, had been educated at Cornell, and Wh~ 
hia bOJa wer e rea4J to enter Cornell he and hie wit• 
moved ~ Itbaoa and lived there while their aona war e 
in oollese. They are very hoapitable an4 t hei r ba.a 
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waa the center of much entertainme~ or college students. 
Thei r aona won high honors, particularly in athletic 
games. They are t he moat loyal and enthusiastic Cornall 
alumni living. On the night we were dinins at their 
home, Yr. Martinez zorrilla invited President Farrand 
and me into his library. On the walla or the rooa 
hung scores of pictures taken or Cornell students and 
athletes, showing that his sons had won the moat coveted 
letters. upon leaving t he room, as we stood in the 
hall , I observed an oil portrait of a handsome young 
man in naval uniform and spoke to rrq host about the 
beauty or the youth. 

~That is a portrait~, he said, ~or my brother who 
was a cadet at the Naval School at Veracruz. He waa 
killed in the fighting there in 1914.~ 

You may imagine my feelings. He quiokly sensed that 
I might believe he entertained antagoniaa to me over the 
Veracruz landing, which resulted in the death ot his 
handsome brother who had opposed the landing ot our 
man and lost his life, for in a moat friendly manner he 
took me by t he arm and said substantially~ ~ have no 
feeling against the united states or you as Secretary of 
the HaTY for my brother•• death. You did what seemed 
your duty at the time and my br other, doing his duty 
as he saw it, gave hia life in love ot his country. Ye 
are friends now and always will be, with no bitterness 
becauaa ot what occurred years ago. I wish you to 
know t his." 

Hi a ugnanimi t:r and cordial words restored me, for 
I confess that at first I felt some s inking of the heart . 
Dr. :r·arrand was also impressed by the fine spirit of 
Ja. Mart inez zorrilla. 

Not long afterwards Mr. Martinez zorrilla and his 
wife called at the Bmbaaay to invite my wita. and me to 
the marriage ot their son. He said to my wife: ~Jnd I 
wish to ask your husband to honor ua by being a witness 
to the civil marriage•. ~ wife said she knew I would 
be s ensible of the invitation and said: "But you do 
not wish the Am~~ican Ambassador to be a witness, do 
you?" 

~o~, said l4r. WArt inez Zorrilla, •but I would be 
haPP:r it my rriend, J.4r. Josephus Daniela, would do us 
the honor to be a witness at the civil marriage.• 

You know in this country there must be a civil 
marriage. It is the legal marriage. J. rel1g1o~a 
matrimonial celebration i a not legal. It is celebrated 
however by all or nearly all religious people, generally 
after the civil marriage. The latter must be co~lied 
with. I went to one marriage - that ot a Yale football 
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coach - where the religious ceremony closely tollowed 
the ciYil rites. The priest in hia clerical robes re­
mained in an adjoining rooa while the civil magistrate 
otticiated, and only when the 1u4ge had retired did he 
enter and celebrate the nuptials according to t he solemn 
rites or the church . I waa a witness and attar aisnins 
the CiYil Regiatar I recained tor the religious ceremony. 

The yoUng cadets , when sailors and marines marcbw« 
up the streeta or Veracruz that morning, were aided 
by priYate oitizena who, rrom hiding places, ehot down 
Americana a• they paaaacl into the city. The:r were pur­
sued and killed b:r our torces. 

You will doubtless recall the ditterenca or. opinion 
in the NaY;r Department prior to the withdrawal or the 
naTal ror ces trom Veracrus and the occupa tion b:r the Armf · 
I took the ground that inaamuch as we landed tor a parti­
cular purpose, with no idea or remaining, it wae unwt.e 
to have VeraorQS controlled by an Army ot Occupation. I 
urged that this would aeem to giYe color that •• had come 
to ata:r and oauea ~exioans to doubt the worda or the Presi­
dent. But all the Admirals and the State and War De­
partments otticiala contended that the uaual rulaa under 
which the Nav:r took a place and then retired tor adminis­
tration b:r the Arm7 should be followed. They out-voted 
me. That was the precedent, and precedence baa great 
wai&ht in military and diplomatic circles , sometimes 
more than it should . 

I belieYed than, and I have been rortitied i n ~ 
view in the three and a halt :rears I have bean in llexlco , 
that Mexicans regarded the taking oYer ot Veracrus b:r 
an Army or Occupation as evidence t hat we had come to 
sta;r. That deepened the reeling against Wileon•a 
Mexican policy. The demand by the Chicago Tribune, 
Henry Watterson and the oil men that the United atatea 
intervene tended to convince ~ex1co that we had coma 
to dictate ite polio:r in raTOr or American conceaaionairee. 
It will take a long time wholly to eradicate the erro­
neous opinion bald at that time. 

Nobody connaotad with the administration wae Yery 
popular in Varacrua then and long at t erwards. You will 
recall that when you designated me as Ambassador to this 
oountry , it waa reported and printed in American papers 
tba~ I would be denied the orricial. avant baoauae I 
had giYan the order to ~take Veracruz • Thera waa soma 
oppoeition here outside the Government, but the ortioial 
~~Q8Dt was rorthooming! but not without soma diaouaeion 
n be prua and eoma or tioiaa or the landing at Vera.. 
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cruz. There waa more opposition to my comins trom t hoae 
membera or the American oolonr who went t o bed e ver.r 
night hopins to wake up and rind D1az back in power, 
t han trom Uexioana. I recall, just before I l ett 
l'aahinston, your joy i n ha.ndlng me a t elegrem trom a 
citizen or Uex1oo City proteeting my appointment . Aa 
I read it, you r emarked with something like glM: "' 
am giving you this ao you will understand that your aP­
pointment did no t meet with unantaoua approval". 

SO.. ti.J:Ie aao I at tended a dinner at which the 
Kexioe City gentleman who had aent the viaoroua protest 
against my appointment was al ao present. My wire had 
met hia wir e at a garden party and aha is a charming 
lady. I never let him know that I had seen hia tele­
gram and my wi re waa equally discr eet . u you know, aha 
alwaya i a. Later both tDe aan and his wir e were invited 
to dine with ~· at the E=baeay. It may have been my 
imagination but I did not think he waa entirely ooa­
rortable. 

I give below, ae i t m&7 posaibly have escaped your 
.. mor.r, the mesaage you directed to be sent to the Wexi­
can Government ot your eXpresaion when the agr,ment was 
granted: 

"(Parapbraae4 copy or atriotly confidential tele­
&raa reoe1ve4 by American Embassy , Mexico , D.F., 
rrom the Department or Stat e ) 

Waahinston, D. c . 
llaroh 1:1, 1g33. 

" Rererring t o the Bmbassy•a telegram No . ~ dated 
March g, ~p.m., the Department or ~tate deairaa 
you to call on the Winiater or Foreign Artairs and 
request the Minister to convey to President Rodri­
gue& an expre ssion or the appreciat ion or t he 
Government or the United Statea, ror t he oourteey 
and oonaider,tion ahown by him 1n anawering ao 
ProiiiPtly the requeat tor the a&r'-nt to wr. 
Daniela aa Ambassador or the United Statea, aa 
an 1114ioation on the part or the Kexican Government 
or ita deaire to ror get the ditterancea or the peat 
between the t wo Government&. The Department a l ao 
desi rea that President Rodrigue& be a ssured the& 
t he President haa complete confidence in ur. Daniela, 
who ia an old and truated tri en4 and t ha\ t he aeleotion 
or ao diat inguiahed a national peraonasa and cloae 
aaaooiate ot the President ia tor the purpoae ot 

indioattnc 
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"indioatina the dee» and friendly interest which 
t hie a~iniatration hae in maintaining the pre­
eent excellent relatione which now ao happily 
exiet between the t wo countriee. 

PHILLIPS Acting.• 

I prized even more than this eXpression your state­
ment to me just before I cama to wexlco: wthan it waa 
auggeated that because or the Veracruz incident the 
Kexicane might regard you ae persona non grata, I l et i t 
be known that it they could not do busines s with you, 
they could have no dealing• wi t h me". 

Aa I waa preparing to come to Uexico in Apr il 1g33, 
I planned to take a ateamer rrom New York and land at 
Veracruz. The t hoUght or 11q oom1118 here via Veracruz 
gaTe the l.!exican Dltision ot the Sta t e Departcent a chill 
and the Counselor and Secretari al or the !mbaasy here 
wer e •• teartul or e=o Ul1towan occurrence they were 
1ntenae in thei r proteata aptnat 11q enterill8 throuah 
Veracruz. ~or no ciroumatancee ahould you come 
by w-r ot Veracruz" t hey adT1ae4 - almost commanded me. 
~· rear the worat it you should arrive in that city 
after what happened there in 1g14 due to your order.• 
I neTer shared their uneasineea and i n tact believed 
that the beat t hing to do was to act as if there had 
been no Ver acruz trouble. Otten the best way to meet 
eucha aituation is to tgnora it• existence. However, 
when the State Department wae inaiatent that I take no 
cbancee, I came by rail. The Kextcan Government had 
aent a Oanenl wi th a car tull ot soldiera t o meet 
me at lfuaTO Laredo and eaoor t t!e to l!:exico City. lfben 
we r eached San Lull Potoe1, the American Coneul and 
a number ot Ameri can r esidenta, eurrounded by acorea ot 
Indiana wearing big aombreroe, wer e at the stati on. Aa 
I atarted to leave the t rain t o greet t hea, Stanley Hawke, 
Second Secretary or the lmbasay who had been sent to 
San ~tonto to a ccompaD3 me to Yexico, aaid rather 
exci t edly : "DDn't go out the re, Sir. Let the conaul and 
othera come into t he pullman to aee you• . 

He eTidently teared aome hostile demonetretlon. 

"I did not come t o ~exioo to become a prieoner•, I 
replied, and went ont on t he plattora where I cat the 
Consul, ottioi ale or the olty and Sta t e, and chatted 
wi t h th.m until the t rai n waa ready to leave. some 
daye betore I reached Mexico City a bomb had been thrown 
at the Bmba aay and I waa adviaed by some or the Secre­
tariea not to l aaTa the lbbaaay until attar I bad pre-

sented 
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aanted ~ credential e. They were more alarmed than I waa and ~ wife and I went to ride avery day. 

To show t hat t here wae anxiety when I l e tt the Embassy to go to the Palace to present my credential• to the President, an escort of cavalry a.nd infantry waa aent to acocmpany me, Nothing happened then or atter­warde . 

You told ~ wita when wa ware dining at the Jbite Houee that you had forgotten all about the Veracrua incident when you appointed me. I t never occurred to me, but when Bull'• telephone came that I wee to be £mbaasador to Maxi~ ~ wi re asked: ~at about Vera­cruz?w You aee the tamale or the apaciaa baa batter liiJilOry than the malal 

~ few months ago when I landed at veracruz trom the air, returning trom Cbicben I tzi, I wa s met at the a i r field by ottic1als ot veracras who were very courteoua and gave me t he freedom or the city . So you eee that it there wae some opposition hera because or the landing at veracrua, i t baa changed to regard. I thi nk I will accept tba inTitation to go t o Jalapa on Dooambor lat to attao4 the inauguration. Governor-elect Al.oman i s a young man or the better type or public men who are coming into power in the various States , lie has been on tho Suprema Court hero and bia olootion as Governor pr omiaoa to soften and moderate the l ong feud at voraoruz between the Church and the Sta t e Gove~ent . It baa been more bitter in that St ate than i n any other and there i s not a single Catholic Church open in the ci ty ot Veracruz tor worship, Some year• ago i n a bitt er fight in a ohurah aoce people wer e killed and the Biabop expellltd, lio is 11Ting quietly in L!exioo City, I have talked to him twice. lie hopes tor a better day tor bia churah but officiala hare tell me he i e partly r esponsible tor the acute situati on there, whereaa be and otbara of tho Catholic Church eay tba persecution was l ed by the atheistic r adicale, Certai nly vera­crus baa bean the center or the moet radical elemeDt hera. 

I wrote you aomo time ago that at my l ast conversa­tion wi t h President C6rdenaa I told him that inaamuob a1 Veracruz was the abow-wio4ow of ~xioo, the fact t hat no Catholic Church was open in that city created a bad tapreaaion tor hil country on all vieitor• from Europa 
an4 thoea who came to t h la country trom the Ullited Statoa by water, and tha~ I ventured to hope that thi 1 deplorable condition would be changed , You will recall that hia reply arouead hope that ther e would be a change tor t he 

better 
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better when the new Governor was inaugurated. I took 
advant&ge of t he call of the Governor to give expression 
t o t he ae.me vin in my talk with him. He said that 
tba acut e trouble had been worse i n the city of Vera cruz 
than in any other part or the ~tate. Re added that 
t here wore ohurohea tuncti onin& i n other parts or t he 
State or Veracruz and hia policy would be one or modera­
tion and no persecut i on. Evan in Veracruz t her e haa 
been some softening, tor mass i a celebrated i n a number 
or private homaa without molestation though the tact 
and the places a re known to the police . The ant&goni-
1a strongeat among thoae who were ang&ged i n the Cristero 
rebellion when Catholics sought to overthrow the govarn­
mant about t an years ago. The younger generatio.n aa 
a rule ia tree rrom bittern••• and I hope the new Gover­
nor will carry out a policy t hat will resul t i n open 
f r eedom or worship. It may be that my going t o hia 
inauguration will help the situation. 

In view or your letter written on the eva or your 
aailing for Buenos Ai res, I beliave this more hopeful 
situation will interest you. 

With cy aff ecti onate regards, 

Fai thtull y your a 
(k,_ ..... _ H : 9 M F,, .... ~- , 
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~4xico, November 17, li36. 

My dear Kr. Preaident: 

At the request or Yr. ADtenor Sals or t hia city I 
am encloaing herewith a letter wh.ch he has addreseed 
to you, together with a tranelation or the letter tor 
your convenience. 

Kr. Sala. who great!J" admires you and watchu your 
course with as much intereat as any Amerioan, during 
the campaign wrote an article which he wi ahel to have 
publ1ehed, urging your reflection. He showed it t o 
me and it was a very good articl e, but I advised hia 
not to print it, aaying that Juat as people or Mexico 
are iealoua about the citizens or other oountr1ea 
seek ng to intluence their political lite, there 
would be Americana who might criticize the action or 
a Mexican taking part or seeking to intluence an 
election in t he Ubited statea. 

With aentiments or eateem and high regard, I am, 

Sinceri~ 

'l'he Honorable 
Frankli n D. Roosevelt. 

The White Houee , 
Washington, D.C. 

ltnclosure. 
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(TRANS !A TION) 

ANTENOR SALA 
6e. Boli ve.r 51 
MEXICO , D. F . Me~ico, D.F., November 13, 1936. 

Mr . Frankl in D. Roosevelt, 
President of the United States or America, 
Washington, D.o. 

My dear~. President : 

I have purposely allowed the first moments of the 
t riumph to pass, with the somewhat ingenuous desire 
that my insignificant but sincere and earnest well 
wishes should not be los t in the tumult of enthusiastic 
felic ita tions. 

I believe the t the r esult of the electoral campaign 
in a victory almost unperalled in the history of the 
great North American democracy not only is of great im­
portance to the future of all the republics of the Con­
tinent end even of the Ol d 1"/orld, but has a significance 
of incal culable historical and sociaJ. value . 

Absurd because contradictory is any social is tic 
doctrine based on desperation, on hate nnd on the anni­
hilation of the human personality. The concept of so­
ciety essentially and necessari l y implies love, justice , 
liberty and hope in the good and in work . 

The tr emendous social force of christianity, the 
meduls of western civili:l:ation, v;hicb, far from dying, 
tends toward r ebirth, consists in the fact that those 
are i ts ideals. Communism preconizes violence e.nd 
destruct ion as the best mesn.s f or the creation of the 
future city; the struggle of classes, bitter and 
cruel, for the reorganiza tion of societies; end the 
absolute subordination of individual to community in­
terests, for the attainment of utopian equality which , 
by tbat road, would be equality in poverty and back­
wardness , because to destroy legitimate ambition and 
the hope for individual advancement is to check the 
march or humanity's progress. 

The transformation of societies organized according 
to outworn economic systems being a need that can no lon­
ger be deterred, humanity stands perple~ed and undecided 
before the new aye tame proposed to it. 

And 
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And at this sol~ moment of history rises your 
strong personality with the supreme presti ge which Hope 
gives to man: hope tor peace through your realization 
or the longed-for social reform ( transformaci6n) evolu­
t1vely, w1 thout rnolutionary violence, which always 
destroys more than i t creates; hope for Justice through 
the conciliation, balance and cooperation or the inter­
ests in conflic t ; hope for unity through the support 
and the approval or the popular majority without dis­
tinctions of class or of creed; and hope for collective 
progress through respect for the rights of men, inex­
haustible source or the creative energies of tbe indi­
vidual. 

What you havo accomplished along this righ teoua 
path is the ~arantee or success or what remains to be 
done; and is a profitable lesson for those 11ho look 
about them contused and disoriented for the solution of 
the great social problems . 

I who have spent the best years of my life and my 
limited resources i n procuring the rational and errecti ve 
solution of the agrarian problem or my cou.ntry, upon the 
solution or 1<Dich, in my opinion, depe.nds the solution 
or all the others, have regained hope from the realiza­
tion that the high example which you are setting the 
world wil l contribute greatl y towards the adoption in 
Mexioo of tbe principl es and procedures which , through a 
happy coincidence which makes me proud, we consider, in 
common accord, good . 

And this is the reason for ~ Joy and for m.y cordial 
felici t ations on your significant and proc.ising victory . 
!.lay it be tor the good or the r:.exioan people (pueblo) and 
or humanity in general, is my sincere hope aDd desire. 

I have the profound satisfaction or remaining, as al­
ways, respect fully, 

Your sincere rriand, 

.U.'Tl:NOR SAIA. 

P.S. I wrote an address on social-econom.ic matters in rela­
tion to the electoral campaign which bas bad such a grati­
fying ending , t o be radiocast. opportunely in the Unit ed 
States of America; but, counselled by t he discreet ad­
vice of our mutual honorable friend , I did not hesitate 
t o renounce the plan, but I understand that the same 
honorable friend w!ll make known to you the text or that 
address when nex t he has the pleasure of seeing you. 
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J.iex1eo , D. F . • 13 ~ ~ l"ni-.~b l'e ti e 1~3( . 
llx· . Fr11nkl ln n. Ruaevelt , 'Pre"i<le ., t.e il.e 
l!:~tu~•• UnUos t{e AJ •e:r ico . 

~~oh1r~ t on , D. C. 

l'u!f e ~t1,.,aflo Sell or Prea iieut e: 

los 

De 1ntonto he ( ejaio pasar l•• !)r imero o 111t ll.ento& te l t r1 unf• 

c•n e l ( euet , u tant• 1n&'e ue . tie <_ue n• ~ e per4iewe en el t.tli·Hl ­

to lie lo.• f el1o1t .. c1onee eHtueiaat a s , 1" ,. [., 1no1 !n1fioa.,t e, per • 

ria ain par caa1 e n la h1 otor1~ ~e l •• er an le~•cr~eia nortea• eri­

cana, no •'lo "e1·a (e e:ran t r aacentlencia par:: el: porvenir tle totlaa 

lao republ i caa lel Continent& :r a un iel Vi e jo llunio , oi .!o 'ltte en­

trana un aienifioail.o de i ncalcul able valor h1stlr 1co y oooi a l . 

~· absuria por contraa1ctor 1~ , toda l oct rina eocia l i ota baaa­

ia en la tleoe¥J!erl!c 1,n, en el o41o y e n el anic1uil~.J" lento I.e l a 

peruo nali(Qa humana . El concei?t• 4e aoo1etla• c onnota, esencial y 

neceoaria~ent e, a~or, juat1c1~ . linertail. y e •I?erunza en el bien y 

en el tr .. bo.jo . 

La i nmensa fuer za atcial iel criatto.niemo, medul a (e la c\Ti­

l i • aeion tQoi(ental, que lejoe ae haber•e extincuiao , tienae ~ re -

precon1za l a v1olene i a y la ie•trueci l n como el mejor r e~i• p•r o 

crear l a ciu(aa r utura; l a l uoha (e c l o.see , enc enatla e i mp l a cable , 

J!O.ra reor~anizar lao aoc ie,a(ew ; y el t otal ~acrifici• tel 1n(1T1-

4uo a la eomunitd. •.pa r a lo ~:ro.r l a utopioa i f:uo.l(ail. <iue , per t al c• ­

wino, aer!a l a 1!u•l~a4 en l a mi•erto. y en el atraea , po r que de a­

t r ui r l as lll!lbicione• lee;!ttl'lii.B y las eaperanz• • ote VJe j or lU'! i•m t• 1'1-



nih.4. 

Sionio ya 1nap l a zab1e l o tra~rorEao 1 :n ole 1 o eoo1e4aiee or. -

n iaaiaa eenterPe a. ·• ' ate, .. •• e eeneJ'I\t o•• •a•u•••, la hu,_ aut••• •~t lt' -

11a porpleja e inoleo11a ante 1•• nuoYo o 111teaa1 ~uo •• lo ~r~pone~ 

Y on t al moll!ent o eoler,no •~ l a ~ieterh. , our::<' le, ! uorte !'•r­

oonalU.ai ole uet d oon ol preetl e:i o ~upror• •o QUO rara ~l lUMhro He-

nc l a Xopor~naa: oeve r anaa ole paz ~) •or que uoto ol •a re~li~an~o 1a 

anhelaola traoformae ion l ooial OYolut i•amento, e in Yio l e nola• re••-

1ueionar1ao ~ue 1 1 e~pre oloo tr~en • '• que ie que oreon; e•~•r•• • 

• • j uot iola ~1 l of r or 1a oono l l1ao1 ~n , e1 e~u111br1o y 1 cooptr -

•1' n ole l oa l ntor eeoe on PU! na ; eaper ansa • • un1 ' n •1 uoeQr tl r~ 

y o y la aprobac1 on ole 1• mayor{~ popul a r oln ol1et 1nclon ol e c l•eee 

ni • • ereiee; y e&De renx• • e ~r•:reae eala~t1Te 9•r e, rea~~ t • 

loa 4ereohoo 4el hoMbre , •enero tna,otable ole lao enerc l <a oreaolo­

raa ole l 1noi1Yliuo . 

Lo que l loTa uotoa an•~~ · por eato r eeto c~ino, eo ~~rant !a 

•• buen exit• par a l o que r eota hooer ; y eo pr o•oohooa oneenanza 

para qu i onee buooan teeoriontaioo o ext r afit(oo la eol uci 'n t e 1•• 

, r aniea problema• eoclalea. 

Yo que he caat a(o l oe ~·J •r•• aftoa ( e m1 Yiit y •1• Cebile • 

reeuraoa on procur ar lk aoluei l n raeional y e ti••• i el p DOb l eMa 

a,rar1o ole •1 pa!o, (e euya ooluci ' n Cepenie lo , a 101 Ju1c1 o, l l • ••­

t o&oa l o• cem,i, he r ooobra• • la eaperansa a l proTe r que cl alt o 

eJemplo que uate( oeta ianio al roun( o, 1n!lu1ra poterowaM~nto par a 

quo en ~~xioo eean alopta~•• l oa pr1no1p1 oa y l oa prooo41m1a.t oa 

que, por tel l a eo1ne1ieno1a , •• la que •e ale nto orculloao , •-t i~A ­

• •• buen• • ~e oemUn ac~erca . 

y e•ta • • lt raaen •• 101 ooaplaeenc1a y (e mi eor 41a1 !el1e t ­

tae1ln por el 11e:n1t1c:at1To y pror etoior tr1ou ro '" uahC . '-'"' ee 



p~r~ bien tel pueblo ~ex icano y •• la hu•~nltal e ntere , c oMo yo 1 o 

• ltata •!••r• un U.wl t e prop orc iona la J:>rot'unla utia ! qcelon ~~ 

queAar coso aieapre 4.e U4. . au at'tao . ~i!o y 8 . G. 

' 

P.D. Kacrlb{ una oon t'erencia lobre temaa econoaicoa a oeialea, e n 

relac1on con la eappalla elec toral , que tan tratame ote a cab·· 4e •er­

t•1nar , :para que rue• e ratl iaola oportunaMente en lo~ :&. u. le \.•· •h-1-

oa ; pero a con•eJ a 4.o p or la U ficre ta experi enoia 4.e nueatro cn11ir~ y 

h on orable ~l eo, no Yaoile e n renunoiar a l a rea l 1aae1on l e eae rr~ 

y ec:t•. cenf'e rmknl er e • •n '!ue el ,.lw•· • h • n•rabl e 1'" 1-• • & .. ~"" • n•ear 
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~ran~lin D. ReeoeTelt, 
Pre~ilente f e le& Eeta••• 
~ni••• le ~~rica . 

Waehin~ten , D. C. 
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FRE&. 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevel t. 

The lbite ~ouse. 

Was hington. D.c. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

M4xioo , November 18 , 1936. 

Dear l"ranlclin: 

Once in the Na.y , always in the NayY. I follow 
c l osely everything connected wi th i t . I cannot tell you 
bow mucb grat i f i ed I was tb i a mornins when the papers 
carr1e4 the news that you had appointe4 Charles Edison 
as Aasi s tant Secretary. I aant him the following t e l egram: 

"I congratul ate you upon your appointment to the 
position to which President Rooseve l t as a young 
.-n brought distinction. Re set a high s t andard 
and I a.m aura you will measure up to your oppor­
t unity a.nd responsibil i t y . I can never f orget 
t he notable contribution your distingui shed 
father made t o NaYal p reparedness and the stimulus 
his genius , consecr a t ed to pa triotic service , ga ve 
to improved national defense . If it is given to 
those who ha•e gone before to know what tranapirea 
in this sphere I know your appointment will gratify 
your rather. Uy wi r e j oins in love . Will call on 
you around the tirst or the Now Year . " 

It i s like going back to the old daye when we called 
upon his rather to act aa bead or the Naval Consulting 
Board• wri t1ng him "With your own wonderful brain t o 
a id us, the Uni ted States will be able as in the past, 
to meet this new danger (the submarine! with new devices 
that wi ll assure peace to our country by t heir aff ective­
ness . .. 

rbe appointment is ideal. I hAVe kept in touob 
with Charl es since the days or 1915-19 when his rather 
was 1n c lose collaboration with us . He was in Uexico. 
So was hie mother on her second honeymoon journey. I 
thi nk we had aomething to do with converting the Bdiaona 
t o De mocracy. 

I am aura your going to Bu6noa Airea will ha•e a good 

ert eot 

The Honorable 
Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

c/o American Scbassy , 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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etreot toward promoting the peace or the world. We are 
planning to ooDMt home tor Chriatmea and look !orward to 
aeeina you Monday or Tueada:r betore Chriatlllal. 

Af!eotionatell.y • 

~ 

P ,S , I thank you tor your letter o! November gth, I 
shall bear in mind what you aa:r about Cardinal 
Mundelein and will talk with you about the catter 
when I em in Washington on the 21et or 22nd or 
December , 



M6Xico , December 4 , 1936 

Dear Franklin: 

The best part or your address a t Buenos .U.rea wu 
ita climax in the sentence beginning : -aut t his f a ith 
ot t he western world will no t be cocplete i t we fail t o 
aff i rm our f aith in God". That appeal to Christ ian 
faith ent ered deep into the hearts of the people or the 
world• (I have heard many expressions of its grateful 
reception here ) - and wi ll make a Car stronger impression 
than the papers indicate . 

In t his connection I em venturing to suggest that 
at your inauguration you invite Cardinal ~undelein to 
offer prayer before you deliver the inaugural address. 
However , i f you t hink it more fitting to ha9a a Minister 
or priest Crom your own State , I suggest that you i nvi te 
Cardinal Hayes. I am moved to make this suggestion 
because t h e great loyalty to t heir party and thei r 
pr inciples caused t he large body of Catholic voters 
to turn a deaf ear to t he pleaa of ~. Carmody of the 
Kn' ghta of Columbus , Bhlto:p Kelley Of Oklahoma , l"a ther 
Coughlin and A1 Smith to oppose your rei l eot ion because 
you had declined to support the Borah resolution to 
authorize a Congre ssional investiga tion into t he reli­
gious condit ions in Mexi co. At one time I f eared that 
the resent ment toward the religioua limita tion here might 
enable them to stampede a large Catholic vote against you , 
I think that tide ebbed r a:p!dly after t he addreaa by 
Cardinal L!undel ei n a t notre Dame . The vot e showed thAt 
the a ttempt railed. 

You wi ll know better than I whether thia suggestion 
i s wise, and I submi t my •hunch • for your consideration 

without 

The President • 

The White House . 
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without any feeling that my judgment i s as good as yours. 

I expect to be in Washington on December 21st and 
22nd and am writing to Uarvi n Mcintyre t o arrange an 
engagement when I oan t alk to you about one or t wo import­
ant matters. 

Wi th my affectionate regards t o you snd Mr s . goose ­
velt , in which my wi fe joins , I am, 

Faithfully yours. 



M6Xico. December 12 . 1936 . 

Dear Franklin: 

In my l etter or November 17th I informed you that 
Governor-elect Aleman had called t o invite me to go to 
Jala~a, the capital or Veracruz , to hie inauguration , and 
t hat I had accepted hill invitation. Upon the occasion 
or hie vi si t I ventured t o tell him what I bed t old Presi­
dent c&rdenas in my last conversation with him. t o wit : 
That Veracruz i a t he show window or Lexica and that people 
arr iving there from B'urope or the United States would judge 
all Cexi co by what first net thei r eye when they landed 
in this country. and t hat the fact that all the churches 
were closed made a very unpleasant a~pearance . You will 
recall that t he President said that political conditions 
in Veracruz had been except ional . There was long and 
bitter contlict between revolutionary leaders and the 
church , the political eentiment i n Veracruz being more 
radical than in any other pert or Uexico. He had added 
that I mus t have observed t hat in nearly every State 1n 
which a new Governor, in Sytllllatby with hie policy , had 
been inaugurated bia taking office was s oon followed by 
t he opening or churches which had been closed and marked 
by a spiri t or moderation. He added t hat a new Governor 
would be inaugurated in Veracruz on December let . The 
clear inference was that religious condit ions i n Veracruz 
would be moderated. 

I waa the guest or honor at t he inauguration on 
December let . e special car being placed at the die~eal 
or myaelt and ~ secretary and Sedor Jacinto HernAndez 
Barragan and Seller Antonio de P. Araujo. who had been 
designated to accompany us. we traveled over t ha govern­
ment •• narrow gauge ra i lroad , and it was about ae comfort­
able as a bunk in a destroyer. 

'l'he inauguration waa 1n a magnificent natural araphi-

t heatre. 

'l'he President, 

The White House. 
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theatre. I waa i npressed by t he dirterenoes between inaugu­
rations her e and in our country . There was mus ic , an im­
mense crowd, and the costumes or the women were pict uresque 
and colorful in contrast with the pl a i n white cotton 
garments worn by the thousands or campesinoa (Indians) wh9 
carried banner s . There was no prayer or minister. The 
Governor-el ect read his inaugural while seated before 
a michrophone and with littl e or no emphasis. He was not 
more i mpressive than our friend Landon . He wee applauded 
only when he pledged hinselr to carry out the agrarian 
policy, protect the rignta or the wor kers, and complete 
a highway rrom t he city or Veracr uz t o Mexico City . He 
gave an out line or t he historieal background or the State 
which hs said had tirst been invaded by the Spaniards , 
t hen the French at the t ime or Uaximiliaa, and then by 
the Ameri cana in 1847 and in 1914. He was quick to add 
that 1n t hese historical rererencea he was no t wishing to 
resurrect the ill feelings t hat existed then but to point 
out t he true patr iotism or the people or the State or 
veracruz, who cher i shed the sovereignty or their State 
and realized ita richness. He pledged hinsel t to 
punish the part ies respons ible tor the assassination or 
Deputy Altacirano who woul d have been Governor i t he had 
not be a ss assinated in Uexi co City . Sons or the cam¥es 1nos 
bore banners in t he parade demanding puni shment or AI &nirano•s 
murderers. 

Speeches were made by the Speaker or t he House, who 
pres i dsd,and by t he retiring Governor , Lie . Herrera 
Tejeda. Like the i ncoming Governor , both read thetr 
speeches into the mike, sitting down. The retiring 
Gover nor ia an acoo~lished linguis t . or course he spoke 
in ;:>panisb, but talked to c e in perfect Bnsli ah and quoted 
in hia address a r euark I had cede to him, to wit: "It i a 
not so much what one hopea to accomplish in lite, but 
one•a determination to serve the common weal unselfishly". 

Mr . Rodrigue~ , Secretary or President C~rdenaa, repre­
sented the President . When he came to speak , be stood 
and made hi msel f heard by t he vast throng. I followed his 
example . I am enclosi ng a oo~y or m¥ addreos . It is 
not the custom here to introduce any speaker. Tlhen 
hia time comea, the presiding otticer ringa a bell and 
nods to the speaker wbo makea his address. I t bas it a 
advantages a nd disadvantages . Unle ss the speaker ia wall 
known, the a udience does no t know who is spsak1116• You 
are in a pos ition to know t he disadvant ages or introduc­
t ions, having autre red many thfnga at the banda or your 
1ntroducar a , as well also or your traducers. I do not 
suppoae you ever had quite aa st r ange experience a s Presi­
dent Wilson when he spoke on Mecklenburg Declaration Day 
i n Charlotte, North Carolina. The Mayor occupied twenty- five 

minutes 
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minutea in introduci ng the President, and \lilson a poke only 
18 minutes . The people murmured becauee Uayor Kirkpatrick 
apoke ao long and also because Vilaon•a addreaa waa so 
briar . Uecklenburg Declaration sp eakers usually spoke 
an hour twisting the lion 's tail and acphasizing that 
North Carolina waa the fi rst ot the colonies to d~nd inde­
pendence. You cannot do t hese two things , with t he trim­
mings , in eighteen minutes . I have always t hought Wilson 
was irritated by the over- long and highly laudatory intro­
duction or the Mayor and purposely made a shorter speech 
than the Uayor. At any rate the Uayor never got over 
t he criticism heaped upon him. He waa a young man and 
wall ao enthuaed a t the honor or introducing a President 
that I 8l:l sure he lost himself and di d not realize until 
too late that he was vi olating tho proprieties . Uy idea 
of the only proper introduction that should be given when 
the Chi et Executive speaks 1a for tho speaker to aay: 

~adios and Gentlemen - The President or the 
lfnitad Statoa . .. 

When Uilson cads hie hi storic speech to t he officers 
ot our NayY at Yorktown in the early days or t he war , 0:/ 
introduction was: 

no:t':t'icers of t he Navy - Your Commander in Chletn • 

.Talapa is one or the oldest places in Mexico, the 
birthplace or i ta wor st ruler, Santa Anna, and long an 
important place . Nearby Cortez won his earliaat battles 
and i t taama with his torical incidenta in ita more t han 
400 years or existence. 

Attar the inaugural ceremonies we were taken in a 
motor bus to Taxolo Falla , which drop a distance or 250 
feet and furnish power for t ho electric plant of .Talapa 
and other oommunitiea . It i s one or the most beauti ful 
water rall s 1n !.!exico. En r oute we passed through miles 
ot orange groves , tho trees loaded with t he yel low truit, 
and through mora miles or co:t'fea trees, all covered with 
red berries. It Well a color~ul vision, along with miles 
and miles or banana and cocoanut trees and sugar cane. You 
could almost r each out of t he bua and gather all the rood 
and drink you needed for sust enance . 

One thing would have interested you: En route to 
Texolo Falla, a hacienda was pointed out . I waa told : 
~Those old buildinga ware erect ed in the days or the Vice­
roys and every r e tiring Viceroy waa required to live in 
them t or six montha arter hi s term or o:t':t'ice had exp i red. 
He wa11 not permitted to return to Spain until the expir a­
tion or that period and during those days or observation 

an 
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an inventory was taken or all his property and a survey or 
all hi e ortloial ao t iona was r.ada . This was t o prevent 
an ex-Viceroy carrying any t hing out or the countr y . Even 
ao , Spain was much enriched by tho exploitat ion or t eXico . 

You would never have suspected, ir you had observed 
t he cour t esies s hown the American Ambassador , t hat in 
1914 he had given the order to "Take the custom house at 
Veracru~" . Among other e vidences or courtesy , oeneral 
Heriberto .Tara, in coliiiJland or the Federal roroes or Vera­
cruz , gave me a cordial invitation to vi s i t him at hi s 
bome in Veracruz. He was a rovolutionary soldier encamped 
near Veracruz i n 1914 , and was fight ing Huer t a . 

Time has healing ~ualities l 

With my arreotionato regards , 

Fa1i~~ 

P .S . : I ought to add that I was invi ted to attend the 
anniversary axero i soa at the foot or the monument 
erected hero t o t ho honor of the llexican cadets 
and other !.!exioana who gave thei r lives wh i!ID.. tho 
naval forces "took Veracruz" in 1914, or rather 
in ~axican parlance or 1~14 "to r epel the invaders 
rro::1 tho colossus or the llorth" . Perhaps it was 
fortunate t hat t here was some mi scarriage or t he 
invitation. It did no t r each c o until the cor ning 
attar the exorcises. ~ presi!ID..co might have revived 
old f eelings , but I do not think so • 

.TD 



Dear rrankl1n: 

DEPAATM ENT OF' IT ATE 

WAIHINQTON 

December 22, 1936. 

There nre eo ~&&DY tbi~~ge to talk about when I 

eaw you on Monday, I do not recall that I e~~phaeiaed 

&a much &a I intended the invitation aent you by Pree1-

dent Cardlnaa to v1eit Mexico at the oonoluaion of 

Oongreee. You would be received by the Pree1dent and 

the people of Kexioo with more, if poas1ble, warmth 

and enthua1asm than you reoe1 ved 1n your h11tory­

lll&lt1ng trip to south Amerioa. Pruident Oardenae 

feela, ae I told you, that' ~Uoy ot giving a 

better chance to the average man has bad a helpful 

intluenoe in the eaae direction in hie and all other 

Pan American countr1ea. 

J'a1 thtully, 

The Honorable 

J'r&nkl1n D. Roosevelt, 

The White Bou ... 

r~·~ ... 
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DIVISION OF MEXICAN AFFAIRS 

lmtORAliDUK 

December 29, 1936. 

Dear Judge Koore: 

The reoordl ot the Department ot State ahow that 

Kr. w. R. Hearat, during the period !rom 1886 to 1897, 

acquired b)' purohaae What ia now known aa the Babioora 

Hacienda, ai tuated near Kader a , Chihuahua, about 1.60 

lllilea aouthnat ot J:l Paao, 'l'uaa. 'l'bia propert:r 1a 

made up ot aenral oattle ranobea and oompriaea about 

1,000,000 aorea. Some time atter 1897 and prior to 1905 

the late Kra. Phebe A. Hearat, the publieher '• mother, ac­

quired thia propert:r troa her aon. 

In 1905 the B&hicora Developmant Company, an American 

corporation, waa organised under the lawe ot the State of 

O&litornia and took over the 1,000,000 aoree. Kr. Hearet 

11 the principal etoolthol4er ot tbit corporation ot Which 

ldlrard H. Clark it the Preeident. 

In a deepatch dated December 22, 193~, tr0111 the J:abaeay 

at Kexioo Oit;r, Aabaeeador Daniele reported that the HaciendA 

ia owned 41ract1:r or ind1reotl:r by Kr. Bearat and that about 

1931 it waa d1T14e4 up b:r Kr. Bearet among 't'&rioua relatina 

ot 
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of hh in orcller to comply with the State law of Ohihuahua 

putting a limit on the amount of land which any one ind1-

rtdual may own, 

In a deapatoh dated December 12, 1934, the American 

Consul at Oiudad JUarez atated that a number of Mr. Hearst'• 

relative• were deeded aeotion• of the Hao1enda even before 

the Babioora Development Caapany na organ1r;ed in 1905, 

The Department'• recorda ahow that the Babioora De­

velopment Company experianoed d1ffioul tiea 1r1 th the Mexican 

agrarian authoritie• in 1928 and 1929 when efforts were 

made to expropriate a portion of the Haoienda, The recorda 

further ehow that .AIIIbauador ltorrow made informal representa­

tions on behalf of the Company in July 1929, and apparently 

succeeded in postponing the proceedings. These repreaenta.­

tiona were made under inatruot1ona from the Department, How­

ever, in 1934, 2,390 heotarea of land belonging to the Bab1-

oora Hacienda were expropriated by the Mexican Government, 

.AIIIbaaaador Daniela made informal representation• to the 

Kaxioan Agrarian Department on behalf of the Bab1oora De­

velopment Compaey concerning thia expropriation, but With­

out reaulta, According to recent preaa reporta, Kr. Hearat 

baa at var1oua t1mea deeded landa to Mexican agrarians, thus 

avoiding expropriation prooeed1nga under the Agrarian Code, 

HURST 
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HEARST PROPERTY IN OAio!PJ:CHE 

!ooording to deapatoh No. 3435 of April 1, 1936, from 

the !merioan Embaaay at wexioo 01ty, Kr. w. R. Hearat ia 

the owner of about 600,000 aorea of land ai tuated in the 

northweatern portion of O&mpeohe, Wex1oo, near the Guate­

malan border. Thia property ia being exploited for ohiole, 

with an annual production of eome 100 or more tone. The 

produot ia aold to the Wrigley Oompany. I have been un­

able to f ind any information in our reoord.a indioat1ng 

whan Kr. Hearat acquired the land. in quaation. It ia 

my understanding, however~ t hat thia land ia at present 

being operated for Mr. Hearst by the Laguna Corporation, 

an !merioan firm having general offioea at 65 Liberty 

street, Jew York Oity, and tha owner of ab~t 600,000 

aorea of land adjoining the Hearat property. 

I am unable to find any reoord in the Department 

of Hearst propertiea in Kextoo other than thoae mentioned. 

above. 

R. O. Tania, 
!oting Ob1ef. 
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DEPAR'Nl:n or sun 
JOR THE PRISS January 3, 1937 

!he .toting Secretary of State, Kr. R. 'falton Moore, this 

•orning stated t o the oorreepondenta that the Government of 

Kexioo baa determined that airplanes of American make eh&l l 

not be shipped from that country to Spain, He quoted from 
January 2nd 

a statement received/by the American Embassy at Kexioo Oity 

from the Mexican Foreign Office aa a statement from the 

Government of Kexioo to the Government of the United States 

with permission to publish, T~ eta~ement reade aa follows: 

"The Government of Kedoo h&e indeed supplied war 
uteriala of ita own manufacture to the Government of 
Spain; however, with regard to war materials of foreign 
origin it haa been ita unal ter• ble position that it would 
not 1erve aa intermediary if the Government of the 
nation concerned did not fUrnish ita full consent thereto. 
rirmly in aooordanoe with this line of conduct, t he 
Kexioan authoritiee will not permit airplanes or any 
other war material whatever coming f rom the United States 
to be eent to Spai n through Kexioo, even in the oaae of 
acquisitions made by corporations or private partiea,• 

The .toting Secretary of State eaid that t he action of 

the Mexican Govern.ent ia a voluntary and moat friendly 

recognition of th.e non-intorferenoe policy of the .tdllliniatra­

tion and not the resu1t of any proteet made by the United 

8tatea, "In fact•, Mr, Moore said, "There is no ground on 

which we could have legit1•ately protested, since there ie 

no treaty proviaion that appliee and no statute to whioh we 

could point, The American policy ia eimply the President's 

announcement of the Qovernmentia attitude and an appeal to 

the 
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the people o! the United Statee to retrain !rom any direct or 

indirect participation in the bloody Spanish oivil war now in 

progreee. The law doee not equip the Preeident with authority 

to en!oroe the pol1oy or punieh ita violation.• 



JIDIOTWIDUK :roR A88I8TAn 810Rft.ART IIOORI& 

I h&Ye read wt th eOtU eurpr1ee the .-on"'- of Deoa.ber 30th, eent to you froa the D1Y1e1oc of Jlezloaa Affa1n• lt doee DO' repreect the pohOJ' of t.M gon~ ~. ! 
rtret t he Allbundor to Jluloo atatee that the atat .. ent oa rebruazy flrat oonoerntnc Prae14eDt OardeDU' att1tw1e 18 not yerbal1y oorreot. 
Seoolldly, t he etat .. eDt at the bo'\clll of ~e 1 and. at the top of pace a tha t \he lbl1ted Btatea oUDOt .,;quteeoe 1a the IZJ)roprlaUoa of 1aDda of AMrlo ... UDleea ~naaUoD baaed OD the ac~ lo .. to \he oau 11 pa14, rep:reanta perhapa »M"'Pol107 of ~ year• 11&0 bv.t oe:rtaialJ DOt t.be polloy of toda7. 
11DallJ the auggeated lnatrucUona to t.be Aa­b&ua4or at the foot of ..J!I.f ~ are abo whollJ out of Una with p:reeent pollOJ'. 

I tblDk OW' po11oJ oaa beat be atated ae follcrnr 
•tD \he -uer of eZJ)rop:rlaUOD of AMrlou OWDed properlJ ot aQJ tlDd 1D ..,. forelp ~tl'J the uatted atatea upeo'• proapt &Dd etteoUYI ooepeDaa­UOA to be pa1d to the onere OD DOt 1• .. thaD \he .... bula nat J)l.,_.ata are ...Se to \he -uOD&la of the oOUDtl'J .U1DC the ezproprl&UOD.• 

Plea .. laton the D1Y1110D of Jlulo&D Affalra &D4 

• 

all o ... er D1Y111oa. of the 8\ate Depart_, of thh pollOJ. 
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DIVISION OF MltXICAN AFFAIRS 

Jalo!ORANl>Ull 

,I 

{ 

December 30, 1938, 

Dear JUdge lloore: 

I refer to deepatch 4171 of December 18, 1936, !rom 
Ambaee&dor Daniele, r~gard1ng hie recent oon!erence With 
President Oardenaa , concerning the religioua ai tu&tion in 
UeXico, the expropriation law, agrarian and other mattera, 
It ia ay underatand1ng that the dlapatob baa recently been 
aent to your office by Kr , Hackworth, 

I would invite your attention to pagea 6 , 7, and 8 

of the memorandum accompanying the deepatch reepecting 
the aituation in the Yaqui Valley, It appeare that Presi­
dent O&rdanae ie determined to expropriate portion• of the 
!arma of about one hundred or more .American !&rmere in that 
valley, On page 8 o! the meaorandua appear• the following 
atate .. nt concerning Preaident O&rdenaa 1 attitude: 

£ ~ ~ 1 ••• 1! Preaident Rooaevelt inaiated on it 

¥ Un1 tad Statu, 1 

a- time aso .. took the poaition in 1natruot1ona 
aent to Ambaaea4or Daniela that the Deparaent cannot 

aoquieaoe 
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aoquie10e in the expropriation ot lands belonging to 
Amarioan oitisena unleaa prompt and etteotive compensa­
tion baaed upon the aotual lose to the owner is to be 
paid. 

.. 

Oonoerning the threatened expropriation ot Yaqui 
Valley lands belonging to American oi thena, it aaema to 
me that earnest and oaretul consideration ahOUld be given 
to the adv1aabil1 ty ot requesting the President to autho­
rise the Department to instruct the Alllbaaaador to adVise 
the Preaident ot Kexioo in due oourae along the follow­
ing linea: 

The President cannot regard without deep oonoern the contimanoe ot a policy in Kexico 'll'bich uountl virtually to oontieoation ot American-owned lands. While the President would have no objection to a aattlement ot the epeoitio oaee ct the Yaqui Valley problem along the linea ot a plan aooeptable to the American landowner• in that area, he ainoerely bopea that not aa a favor but aa a matter of right troa now on there may be a oeaeation ot expropriations ot American-owned lands in Kaxioo unlaaa prompt and attaotiva oompenaati on baaed upon the actual loaa to the owners ot auob landa 1e to be paid. The President also anticipates that arrangements will shortly be made by the Mexican Government tor the atteot1 ve oo~~penaation ot ._rioan oi tizena 'll'bo have already been deprived ot their property. 

R. O. Tania, 
~ting Obiet. 



M6xico, February 8 , 193? , 

PERSONAL. 

Dear Franklin: 

In view or our conversation in washingt on and my 
prof ound interest in the reforms which have been blocked 
by majority decisions or the Supr~e Court, I could not 
refrain from sending you a t elegram or congratula tion 
over your message to Congress. I have just had the 
opportunity or reading the message, You have presented 
the plan in a way that will be convincing to all who feet 
t hat the conditione demand that soaething be done now to 
secure t he measures for which the people voted in Novem­
ber. ~s now constituted it is practically certain that 
all New DeaL legisl ation needed would be declared uncon­
stitutional by the majority or the Court. Either you 
would be thwarted ~ avery step or some way round to 
carry out the pressing reforms . 

I think we are in accord in the belief that the 
Suprema Court has no right either in the Constitut~on 
or t he laws t o annul an act or Congress . If that as­
sumed authority could be withdrawn without delay, and 
such wi thdrawal be acquiesced in by the SUpreme Court, 
it would be the most desirable method . Both or us 
feared that this course would mean delay when time is 
or the essence if the les islation enacted and held up 
and that which i s imperative is to have free course in 
the next two or three years. 

I had a talk with ~~. Lowell Mellett , editor or the 
Uaahington News , who baa been here some days , before you 
made public your plan. or course I gave no hint or what 
you had 1n mind, We both felt that acti on was imperative 
and ought not to be delayed. Ire thinks we must go to the 
root or the matter and find a way to end the Supreme Court ' s 
veto on legislation. His view may be thus s ummarized: 

"The 

The President, 
The ~ite House. 
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"The argument in tavor o t the Supreme court 
passing on the consti tutionality or l awa i s that 
•somebody must make the tinal decision•. I t al­
waya bolla down to that. The answer ia that it 
cannot be any one ot t he three equal branches ot 
the govern=ent, it they are really to be equal , 
since thia ie a euvreme power . Then who or what? 
The people. How? lust as now . The people paea 
on the acta or Congl'eaa continually , no t only evory 
two years. The people can reach Congress all t he 
time . True , the people make plenty ot unwise de­
cisions , althoush hardly as oe.ny as the Supr8lle 
Court . The people pay tor the cistakee made by 
the Court now ; it would be better to have them pa~ 
tor their own mistake.; there would ba more educa­
tion 'in that , more educat ion 1n democracy . • 

Attar t he gist or your recocmendations reached ~exico 
~. ~ellett axpreaaed the opinion that your proposals ve~ 
likely constituted the oast courae ot act ion, under all 
the circumst~ces . He t hinks you will succeed in obtain­
ing the changea and that the chances in procedure are 
unquestionably within the power ot Congrees to make . lle 
added that in the courae you are taking you have given 
the people an understanding they never have bad as to j ust 
wha t righttUl powers t he courts posaese and should be 
allowed to poseeas . He ia ot the opinion that thia may 
make much easier the next step , - tba restoration or 
final power to the people, i .e. , power the people lost 
when it was assumed by the Supreme Court. 

I have always held with Jefferson and Jackson t hat 
the three depart~enta of government were created separate 
and that the a ssumption by t he suprema Court to declare 
acta ot Congreea unconstitutional gave t he Judiciary 
power to destroy the equal powera or the other two 
branche a or government. You nill recall tl~t Thomae 
leftereon in a letter to Thomae Ritchie in 1820 wrote: 

"The judiciary ot the United States ie the 
subtle corps or eapper s and minere constantly 
wor kiJ16 under ground to undermine t be founda­
tion• or our confederated fabric • • • Havins 
round from experience that i~eachoent is an 
impracticable t hing , a mare ecare-crow , they 
consider themsel.ae secure for lite; they 
akulk rroc responeibility to public aoinion, 
the only r emaining hold on them, under a prac­
tise first introduced in Eng.land by Lord 
Mansfield . An opinion ie huddled up in 
conclave, perhape by a majority ot one , de-

livered 
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"livered as if unanimous, and with the silent 
acqui escence of lazy or timid associates , by 
a crafty chier judge, who sophisticates the 
law to his mind . by the turn or hi s own 
reasoning • • •• A judiciary independent or a 
King or an executive a l one , is a good t hing ; 
but independence or t he will or the nation is 
a solecism, at least in a republican government." 

I even go so tar as to agree with •erferson •a belief 
that judges ought to have commissions limited t o six yeaDs . 
In North Carolina the term is ei ght years . Its practical 
working i s th~t nine times out or t en a judge i s re­
elected until he is retired, but it leaves in the banda 
or the people the power to decli.ne the continuation of 
a weak or bad judge on the bench . Lite tenure tends 
to disregard or public opinion and to inefficiency . ~e 
found in t he Navy that promotion by length of service 
gave timid Admirals priority over men or initiative and 
great ability. unless there is a test f r om time to time, 
and t he public serVice is rid or men who do not grow, in­
efficiency is ineVitable, I am not suggesting, or course, 
that legislation should be sought now to limit t he term 
of Federal Court JUdges. That would be digging up more 
snakes than could be killed in the next few months , tfhat 
with both judicial and executive reorganization on your 
banda it is far from my t hought that so debatable a 
question as a six or eight year term for judges should 
even be d i scussed now. But unless the courts cease 
being the bulwark or privil ege , that reform will surelY 
come. 

I suppose you have read ~e Nine Old Men" . It i s 
rough in some places, but i t a inside history or how the 
Fourteenth Amendment was wrenched by the Supreme Court 
from ita purpose or protecting the enfranchised slave 
to enabling the monopolies to dominate the country is 
admirably told . If you have not read that chapter, you 
will find it illuminating. 

I believe the rank and rile or the people and many 
lawyers of wisdom - not ~he corporation lawyers who get 
rich under the present syataa - will hold u~ your banda 
in this oontliot ramin1soent or the days o r Old Hickory. 

With my arrectionate regarda . 

Fa1 t htully yours • , .J.._.. 

~-
P.s . 



• 
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P. s . I am enclosing a copy or an editori al , written by 
my son Jonathsn , that appeared in the News and 
Observer the morning arter your message t o Congress. 
After reading it I am aura you will agree with me 
that .rona t han h "a blook orr the old chi:;.>" . 

JD 



-- AIR l!AIL 

~v' 
' EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Mdxiao , February 10 , 193?. 

Dear Franklin : 

I am enclosing you a copy of a roesse.~ I have just 
sent to the Secret ary of the Navy . I venture to hope 
t hat you will feel that the recommendation made in this 
letter is justified and will give it your approval . 
You will recall that \\'ben we came t o name the dreadnoUghts 
a uthorized in wha t was fi r st called the five- year program 
and afterwards reduced to the three- year pro~ram, oua 
Of tbe dreadnoughts authorized was named the NOHTH 
CAROLINA. and its construction was begun in the Norfolk 
Navy Yard. It was near ing completion when. the \1ashing­
ton Conference met and that Conference , as you know , 
agreed to scrap a number of our dreadnoughts under 
construction and , although the HOHTl:! CAltOLINA was nearly 
completed , our Gove rnment agreed that it should be 
scrapped. My State , therefore , suffered the loss 
of having a dreadnought named in ita honor. 

You wi ll obs erve in my letter to ~ecretary swenson 
I sa id that my unde rstanding was that North Carolina 
is one of the few States . n the Union and the only one 
of the original thirteen tot which a dreadnought put i n 
commies ion had never been named. I prize highl)' the 
beautiful picture of the NORTH CA.'10LINA constructed i n 
1825 which you had pai nted for me and gave me as a 
Chr is tmas present in the early days of our association 
in the Navy Department . I shall hope one day to hang 
beside it a picture o r the new NORTH CAROLINA dreadnought 
constructed under your adoinis t ration . 

You may be interested to know that I was present in 
Washington as a newspaper man at some of the sessions of 
tbe so- called Disarmament '.iashi fl8ton Conference when 
Tierding was President . I heard Secretary Hughee in his 
much vaunted speech agreeinB to scrap a number of dread­
noughts , and a t the sane time Hr . BaHour agreed to 
scrap an equal number of blueprint ships for t he Dr itish 
Navy. There was much applause , particularly in the 

press 

The Honorable 
Franklin U. Roosevelt , 

The tlhite House , ~/ashlng~on , D. C. 

C: tt=a------------------· 
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press gellery at what was called Hughes• generous offer. 
But nhile Bryan and '.lillilllll Allen ,/hi te and !.:ark Sullivan 
were applauding , I kept my seat . I was also present at 
the conference whESL final ac t ion was takeu approving l<ne 
attitude of our Oovernment in agreeing not to complete 
the dreadnoughts under construction . My journalistic 
friends were most enthusiastic and I t hink Mar k Sullivan 
said it was t he greatest event of the decade. \/hen I 
refused t o rise and applaud with the crowd , Bryan said: 

"Oat up Daniels. This is one of t he greatest 
movements for peace in the history of the world." 

I replied: 

"Bryan, I have no heart to applaud at my own 
funeral." 

Subsequent events showed that Hughes either t hought 
scrapping the dreadnoughts was enough to bring about what 
he desired or did not know that the dreadnought was onl y 
the most powerful ship that made up t he units of an ef­
fective fleet . t/e quit building and England and Japan 
rushed ahead its cruisers . 

Of course I would not make a suggestion to you that 
you do anything showing favoritism to tforth Carolina. But 
I think the fact that we have never hed a· battleship 
named for our State except the onil that was never com­
»let ed would be regarded by t he whol e country as justifi­
cation for the request I am mdr.ing. 

Always faithfully yours , 

' 
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' ,.~~ • AIR MAIL . 

M'xioo, Febr uary 10 , 1 937 . 

~ dear Mr . Secretary: 

I earnestly ho~e whan the tice oooes to n~Be the t wo 
new dreadnoughts, whose construction has been authorized , 
that you will name one or them the NORTH CAROLINA. lly 
understanding is that North Car olina i s one or the rew 
5tates i n the Uni on and the only one ot the or iginal 
t hirteen which has not been honored by naming a battle ship 
tor it which waa put iuto comnission. The photographs 
in your otf' ice and in the office or the commandant a t 
t he Norfolk Navy Yard will show that the dreadnought 
named trORTH CAHOLINA authorized in t he three- year build­
i ng plan which you piloted through Congress was nearing 
completion when. it waa acrapped by t he 1/ashington Con­
ference. I recall t hat Governor Bickett vi s i ted the 
Norf olk Navy Yard and went over t he ship and our State 
was very proud that at l ast one of our greatest fighting 
ships was t o bear the name NORTH CAROLINA. 

In view o r the honors done o t her States and not 
given Nor th Carolina by the completion or a battleship 
bearing its name , and in view or t he f act that it ia 
one or the raw states that baa always been t or a strong 
Navy, I reel aura you will a gree with me t hat one or the 
new ships should be named for your neighbor ~tHte or 
North Carolina. 

~ith sentiment s or esteem and high regard , and 
s incerely trusting that you will f eel that the sug­
gestion I lll8ke ia sound, I a.m, 

Sincerely your friend , 

JOS~'I!US DAl'H 1.8 

The Honorable 
Claude A. Swaneon , 

Secre tary o r t he Navy, 
.. abington , D. C. 

JD :VK 



117 4ear Ill'. Pneldont: 

D~ltARTMI:NT Or ITATC 
WASH IN GTON 

.t.pr1l 26, lt87, (,j.} ,o 

)t• 
\ J'"' 
) -''' ,......, 

I aa onoloaiD& berew1 th a ·~ or an in· 

atruoUon Milt b;r U• S.oretar;r ot State to .t.abaaaador 

Daniela under date or .t.pril 16th Whioh I think :rou will 

wiah to read botoH :rou raoaift tho llorto&ll .t.abaaaador 

at noon toda:r, 

'l'be purpoaa or t» Kartoan .t.abauador• a 'fiei t 

io to oo=aunioato to :ron ........ traa Praaidant c{r. 

donao atat1118 thd tho o1 Til war in Spa ill 1a ~oollina 

ao prolons-d that tho pol1o:r or tho llertoan Gonranont 

111 pH'NntiD& tl.- treneahipment troa ll.ortoo to Spain or 

plano• purohaaad in t~ United Statoa b;r privata ind1-

rtdu.ala in Kortoo o&Jl parhapa no lon,.r ~ pura\1014, 

'1'1.- Karlo&Jl .t.abauador haa told .. tor 'l:1!f oont1-

4onUal intonc.atlon that ho touo that the Praa1dent ot 

llerloo haa ~en malad w1 th ra,.rd to aome or tho trona­
'-

aotiona undertaken b;r •privata 1nd1v1du.ala 111 Kartoo• ..,, 
'l'ho Pna1dont, 

'l'ho 1111 to Bouoa , 
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and 1a moat 4eci4e4lJ ill accord nth the rtewe expre .. ed 

b7 the Department or State that the prior aeour&llOea 

g1Tell bJ the President or W.xico should be ma1nta11le4. 

'!'be .AlllbeaM4or hale that h1a conTerAtioll •1 th 

JOU will help him by strengthening tbe representation• 

he ie u .king to hia Gove1'11111ent that the auur&llo .. g1Ten 

must be liTed up to and that there ebould be 110 cb&llge 

111 the pol1oJ eo tar bJ the l!exic 

Belien me 

17 roure, 



,. 

1. I do not teal t bat I oan ' roperl7 •KPr••• aD7 

opinion, .uob la1e expr••• obJeot i on , 1n regard to aD7 de­

o111on that tbo Waxioan OOYernmant may w1ah to aake oon­

oorn1ng plano• wh1ob 1t purob&lad 1n tba United St at e• tor 

1ta own uae before t he outbreak or t ho pre1ent oiY11 atr1ta 

in Spain. 

2 . I oannot 80d1f7 tbe poait1on wh1oh I baYe oonl11tent-

17 taken 1n r egard to plana• reoent]J' purohued 1n t h11 

oountr, b7 agent• or the 8pan11h Aabaeaador in wax1oo. ror 

thh 00Yel'ftllent t o take an7 aoUon to t aoUUate the t r ant­

ah1p~~ant or thooe plan•• to Spain would be tantaaount to 

1t• ai ding and abetti ng tbe Yiolation ot our own laWI. 

8bortl7 after the OUtbreak Of the preaent OiYil ltrife 

i n Spai n, I publ i ol7 expreaead t he hope thot Aaerioaa ex-

port en 



porter• would not export arae to Spai n. 1h1e pol107 wae 

enaoted lnto law on J aftU&r7 e. l n tho l ntenal·, tho 1ntor.a-

t1on wh1oh l hod reoolYed to tho otteot that soan1eh agente 

were aoth1l7 purohoalng arae 1n Unloo e>auaed M to 

aorutln1ae with parti cular oar• all appl1cat1ona tor ••-

port lioen••• tor lhlpaenta to Ue•ioo. ln • • err oa11 

or a propOied exportation or a plane, I required aa1uranoe 

troa tbe proapeotl•e exporter that Uexioo wu, ln taot, the 

ultiaate deat1natlon. In a44it1on to aoeolt1o eaauranoea 

reoe1Yed in partloular caaaa, l reoalYed reiterated aaourano•• 

\\:..~~ 
fro• ,..... Ellbu17 hero that the Unioan CloYernmant would not 

eanotlon &ft1 Ylolat1on or our expr1111d pol1o7 ln regard to 

the exportation or araa to Spain. 

fbo a aouranoea of the Uexioan Pr ao14ent were r tret lade 

and publlol7 announced befor e thia polioy ha4 been enaoted 

r into law. I oould not •lew with equan1&1ty 1n1 weakenl nc 

of tho .. uouranoeo. I n •lew or t he rldo publlo1t7 ghlll 
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or Aaor1ou pluoo to lpa1n .,ul4 bo wt4o1:r roporto4 an4 

I •'-4 On 1a tho Aa01"10aJI pl'OU wlQ> pJ'Ob&b1o .. oaao\lono 

Uon of ..,.,. 1a• 1n roopoo\ \o 11141ftot ahl~-· to lpa1a 

would oo1'1oua17 1ntertero w1 a> all oxporte of ana a to llloxloo. 

I1I or tbo plaAu which \bo l pan.lah Allbaaoa4or - 4.-

dr.. to tranaahlp r- 111ox1oo to 19a1n ftl'O nporto4 IIDII.er 

a uo-o vaoto4 on DOo_.... 1'7, 111~, at tho opee1t'1c r.-
\\.. \.... ... w.... 

qooet ot' ,._. lllbaaa)' orproooo4 111 notoo 4ato4 DeoJ._ 12 
'• 

an4 ~ .. 11. 'l'llooo notoo atato4 that tbo p1aaeo .. ro 

tor tho uoo of Oo.panla 4o trao.portoo Aorooo 4o1 Pac1t'1oo 

t'or operation on u.n ... hrrltoi'J. Tho coot ... t olpo4 

alroratt to bo bU'ftl'04 to U IID4or tb1o ap••••t aro 1D-

too~ tor OOIIIIIol'01al ueo on tbo llnoo opel'a\o4 or \o bo 

oporato4 b7 lt ln tho Republic or uns.oo•. ...,.rtbolou, 

tho plano• wtro oont 41rectlr to Yo ... ruz t'or tranoahlp110ot 

to lpa1n. 

ftaooo 
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are. or tboeo p~ wore .-ggle& wt or u.. oau.a 

1\ahl 1n DM.aber b7 Pl'lb 111e1 ... , aa apnt or tbe llpanlall 

Aaballa4or, ln flagraat Ylolat10D or tbe law req•lrlag OZ• 

port uo .. oe. 

,_.or tbeoe pl- wore -.ale& 011t or t• Ulllt.a 

ltato• 1ft Doeo.bor aJI4 .Jama&IT b7 poreoz. u 1ot 1lllbo1m 

to ... 

t1o0 wore ezporto4 -...tor U.a-H bne4 Oft Deeo.ber 12 

and DM•HI' 1& 1'88J110tl ,el)'. llotb wore oonelpe4 to 

Colonel Plft'I'O, wbo repreeonte4 to tho eolloro tbat tbe7 

WOI'O tor 0paroonal llM 0 an4 rw 0-relal fl.r1JIC0 l'e8jiO .. 

u ... ol)'. 

t1o0 nre •-I'Co4 -...ter 11o•eu lene4 on Deeeaber 8 

aa4 Doo•ber 23, reopoothol)'. ftM1 wo:ro oonolpo4 to 

Col onel .Ufloe4o Le- ,u,..,.,, wbo repreeonte4 to tbo 

eollere that tbo roNOr ••• tor air 11no oporatlon 1a 

lluloo aa4 tbo latter tor ble own ao ro. pbotograot., 

1n llozlM. 

3, It 



~. It AD¥ ot the planeo which the Span.ioh ~aoaador 

propooeo to export tram Woxioo to Spain were exported tree 

the United Btateo to wexloo betore the outbrent ot the 

preaont oiYil atrite in Spain and, atter uoe 1n Wex1oo, 

were r eaol4 to the Span1ah Aabaeeador or hie agento, a 

reexportat ion would not oonotitute a tranoah1paent or 

lnTOln o.n:r rtolat1on or our law. 'l'heretore, I aa not 

1n a poaition to expreaa aD7 obJeotion to the r eexportation 

or euoh pl&AII . 

Departaent or State, 

Washington, 
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Ky dear llr. Pruident: 

.., 

DIEPARTMIENT OF' eTATI£ 
WAeHINQTON 

J.uguet 17 , 1937 

With re!erenoe to the rumor• whioh have been 

reaoh1ng ue !roa time to time during the paet year that 

Japanese eliLigranta have been going to Kex1oo 1n 1noreaa­
ingl.y large number e (some reporta even plaoing the total 

number o! Japaneae i n llexi oo at 100, 000) , the .lllerioan 
Oonaul General in Kex1oo Oity wa1 in1truoted to make a 
oon!1dent1al survey and to submit hie estimates to the 
Department. 

I have now reoe1ved t he Oonaul General•s report , 
the aummary o! wb1oh I quote1 

Estimated number o! 
Eetillated number o! 
Oal1!orn1a, 

Japanese in Kex1oo, 5,300 
Japanese in Lower 

1,6501 

'l'hia information hal been OOIIIIIIUI11oated to the War 
Department. 

Believe me 

ly youra, 

'l'he Preaiden•, 

'l'he White sou••· 



Memo from Woodring 

Sept . a, 1937 . 

Subject- - - Japanese Nationals in Mexi co and reported movement of J apanese to lower California and the \'lest Coast of Mexico . 

SEE--Woodring Folder--Drawer 2 ·-1937 
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Fargo, North Dakot a . 
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• Mexioo, September 14, 1937. 
PERSOllAL 

Dear Franklin: 

writing you trom Ireland, foll owing my letters t ram Paria and London , relati ng the impressive ceremoniea at the dedication or the monument• and chapel s 1n memory ot .t.mericana who f ought and died in the World War, I am back in Mexico taking up the threada or t he mattera that concern our two republics. 

I n Paria , when our delegation at tended a garden party given by President Le Brun , he aaid: "You are now in Uex1co." I repl ied in the attirmati va. He said: "You are on a hot apot". I answer ed by saying t hat considering the critio&l situation in EUrope and Asia, I was inclined to believe t hat I was in now one of the .~~eat countries or the world . It ia hard tor Europeans to think or Mexico as other t han a place that growa cactua , bandita and produces ailver and oil tor their enrichment . ltlany ot t hea aUll thi.nk they might be acalped in t he United St ates it they ventured west or t he Uiaaiaa1pp1, ao littl e ia known ot ua . President Wilaon illustrate( t hia by an incident in h~a own experi ence, ~en he was President ot Princeton a nd he and hi e family were apending the e\lllllller in a place in En6lan4 they had l earned to love. One Sunday morning t hey wer e told t hat "the Bishop ot North Dakota wil l p reach in the village church today" , so Yilaon and hi s wife attended. After the litany, the rector aaid: "Ye are to have the pleasure today or heari ng a ser­mon by t he Bishop ot North Dakota", and t~nking hia congre­gation might not know the geogrlr1Jhy ot Nor t h Dakota, inform­ed t ham by aayi ng: "North Dakota 1a one ot Hie Lfajeety•s colonies" . 

The aore I go away from home, t he more I am convinced that t he failure ot people to underetand other countries ia 

The President , 
The lfhite House, 

Washington, D. o, 

due to 
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due to the failure or men or my profession to convey the news fully and fairly , Thera has been improvement in recent yeara, but even yet in the United Statea and in Europe people think or ~axico in term. or revolutions and eXploita­tions, and many Uexioans t hink or the Al Caponea and racke­teer• as repreaanting a very large part or our population. lho is reaponeible? Largely the newapapem which run to sensationaliam in their news. 

I reoall an incident or auoh mieundorstanding that oe.mo under cy observation not long ago. One morning a Mexican merchant oalled at the Embaaey with a letter or introduction rrom my friend, Mr . Mijares Palencia, the GOvernor or Puebla at that time . "The Governor told me you would tell me the truth ,• he said. "I have some busi­ness which takes •• to the united states . Attar I decided upon the trip, my wire and daughter decided they would like to go wit h me and visit the Chicago EXposition. What I have come to ask you is,'Do you think it would be aare tor me to take my wife and daughtar to Chicago?• • He waa quite serioue . All he knew or Chicago, outside or the EXposition, was the sensational doings or the racketeers. Before answering his question, I rang tor my stenographer and aaid, -Bring me the letter I received last week rrom Ur . T---- or Chicago". she did so, and I read 1t to my Lla:dcan caller. It was as follows: 
"I am contemplating a businaaa trip to Mexico s hortly. Do you t hink it would be sara tor me to bring my wire and daughter to Mexico?" 

Uy caller waa astonished that any ~erican should de~ Uexi­oo unaara . I than said to him: "' will give you the ae.me answer that I gave to the Chicago gentleman: •your wits and daughter will be aa aare with you in your trip to llexico aa they are in Chicaso • . GO in perract assurance to Chicago that your wire and daughter will be aa sara in Chicago aa they are in Uexico ." He was aatist ied , made the trip, and upon his return reported that he had round Chicago a de­l ightful city and that he a nd his wire and daughter greatly enJoyed themselves. Later my Chic ago trien& oame to thia city tor a two weaka ' trip and were eo intrigued with all they aaw that they extended their visit to a month. 
I return hera to rind Mexico beautified attar the sua­mar rains, and the people busy and looking hopefully tor the continuance or the progress and the greatest dittuaion or the tl'uita or industry that baa been witnessed in recent yaua. 

The chitt 
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The chief cloud in the akiea ia t he atrike and aftermath 
ot t he atrike in the oil tielda . All labor and i ndustrial 
troubl•in t hh country are aggravated by the tact that 
t he big employer• are mostly foreignera, and the workers 
ar e Mexicans, many of them illiterat e . Pearaon ot England , 
and Doheny ot the United Statea were pioneers in the oil 
tielda in Mexico , and obtained the very rich oil t'ields 
in the regime of Diaz, paying litt l e tor it at a time when 
the Mexicana had no conception ot the value ot the land . 
Many believe theae foreigners bribed ottioials in the Diaz 
GoYernment . HowaYer that may be , the oil produc era have 
taken mauy millione in protita, paying starvation wages 
and little in t axa a until the Carranza rule . 

Some months ago the workara 1n the oil t ields made a 
demand tor incr eaeed wages and better working conditions, 
coupled with other demande which were regarded aa fantas ­
tic and impossible . As a consequence, the production ot 
oil was ao greatly reduced that some American tourist s r e­
turned to the United States bec ause or the dittioulty in 
obtaining gasoline . The ownar a ot the oil tields (mainly 
Britiah ~d Americana) said the deaanda were abaurd and 
t hat it granted, would deny t hem (the companies) any pro­
tits in their operationa. President Cardenas appointed a 
Board ot three ot t he most trusted e~erta in the Govern­
ment to make an invest i gation ot the books ot the oil 
companies to ascertain 1t thei r income would justify t he 
increase in wagea. They r eported that the oil companiea 
wer e melting large prori t a and could well attord t o oeet 
the request tor the large increase in wages et cetera. The 
oi l companies countered by denying the correctnesa ot the 
atatements and t he t igurea ot t he Mexican eXperta. Shortly 
betore I arrived , at the request ot President Cardenas , r e­
presentatives ot the oil producera and workera met to talk 
over the situation. Theae diacuaaiona were proceeding on 
my arrhal . 

Hardly had I uupacked than the newspaper men called and 
pounded ce with questiona . I t old t hem that I waa glad to 
know that both partie• were diacuaaing their di fferences, and 
that I bad tound that t rank diaousaion otten l ed to a com­
promiae or agreement. In reaponae to questiona I said that 
the attitude ot our Government waa a reeling that tliere ahould 
be no departure trom t he eo- called Morrow-Callea agreement 

which 
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which bad been tive timea approved by the Wexioan Supreme Court . (That i a Hull 's position) . Thia statement aeems to have round tavor both wit~ the oil producers and some orticiala ot the Government , and I hope and believe that an agreement will be reached, giving substantial increases to the workers . In view ot the tact that 13,000 out ot the 18,000 oil workers get only 3 l/3 peaoa a day, and aome only 2 2/~ pesos a day (a pesos is e quivalent to 28 -u. s . Cy.) t he workera ahould receive larger co=Pensations, and the co~aniea are undoubtedly able to pay some increase. The Mexicans believe that, inasmuch aa the producers aell their product in pounda and dollars, they ought to be paid as much aa the oil workers receive in Texaa, and they keep posted to a cent what similar workers are receiving in oil tielda in all parte ot t he wor l d. The producers say the worker• here are not aa etticient as thoae in our country, and they are undoubtedly right about that . They further think that it they pay more t han the average received by workers in other i ndustries in Mexico , nothing more should be expected or them. 

Aa I aee it, both aides have bungled the negotiations, but they now seem to be getting down to rook bottom. I have strong hopes that the parties will reach a tail"J::r satia .. factory solut ion without the necessity or our making repre­sentations other than my statement ot our views in my inter­view. The untair stories that appear in aome ot our papers atand in t he way ot auocess . For example, in a late iseue ot News Notes, Raymond Moley predicts dire happenings an4 revolutions in Mexico, adding: 

"Besidea, t he eyea and ears ot our Government retuae to aee or hear evil . Ambassador Dani ele, a aterling oil Jeffersonian, firmly believing Roosevelt t o be a modern Jefferson , seea Cardenas only as a Mexican Roosevelt - which to him means that all ' a well in Mexico." 

~ley e?idsntly get a hia impressions rrom American oil intereata which deepise the Qood Neighbor policy and be­lieve in the Dollar Diplomacy which denied us the confi­dence and triendahip ot all t he countries south ot tha Rio Grande . liT reporta to the State DepartMnt do not 

bear 

, 
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bear out Moley•a saying that I think ~all's well in ~exico ." I faithful l y r eport conditions as they are, They are nei ther all whi te nor all bl ack . Newton Baker once aaid to me or hie wi r e : wrou know, Bess does not know there are more than two colora - e•errthing ia e ither all white or all black. " That ia the way ot t he J.loleya and others who get only one aide. You and I know that no country i a either all white or all black. 
The truth ia that t he whole oil histor y here baa not been one to causa Uexico to reel that t he oil pro­ducera have treated the count r y justly , At present the Government gets much r e•enue from oil and would be in-jured in ita tinanoial operations i t t he oil taa did not come in regularly . The oil men use the QoTernment •s necesa­ity aa their beat card, and it waa that tact which oauaed them t o threaten to cease produllUon t r the full demands or l abor were approved . I haTe regarded auoh threat a a a blutt . Whether so or not , &t was r esented. The Mexicans know that the oil aupply will not last forever and they are resolved to get what t hey think ia a fair share ot the income trom oil for t hei r workers and tor the Treasury , while produc­tion continues, And in this , they are well within their rights, and ther e ia nothing in the Callas-Morrow understand­ing in the way or better • ges and a considerable t ax on pro­duction or r oyalty . We cannot obj ect t o such course on their part . 

Having lllllde big money on absurdly low wages rm m t he time oil gushera made Doheny and Pearson rich , all oil pro­ducara oppoae any change in tax and wagee, and r e sent it i t t heir OOTernmenta do not take their point or view. Mexico can never prosper on low wagea and we must be in ..,mpathy with every juat demand . 

Yuch or the trouble hare ariaea from the leaka in government cirolea. Officials do not finiah diacuasins proposed policiea before eTen the most tentative suggestion t ouching oil reaches the foreign oil producers. I t i a be­lieved t hey have underground methode or obta ining inside in­formation. For example , in one or the departments, there waa a l)ropoaal that a royalty tax on oil and ga-s sold in Kaxioo be l evied. Before the head ottioiala had reached any concluaion, IOIU or the oil men t old the preaa t hat the oov­ern.ent had dete~ed t o impoae a heavr royalty tax in addi­tion to the production t ax. 

I need not tel l you that aa a r ule the oil men will be aatiati ed with nothing leaa than t hat the United Stat ea 

aovernment 
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Government attempt to direct the Mexican policy tor their 
tinancial benetit. They are aa much against tair wagea 
here aa economic royalists at hom.e are against progressive 
legislation. They would like to have an Ambassador who 
would be a meeeenger boy tor their companies, and a GOTern­
ment at Washington Wboee policy ie guided by Dollar Diplo­
macy. No matter what their attitude ie, our course is to 
seek in all proper ways to aid American investors 1n secur­
ing juat ~reatment , and protest it there ie denial or Justice. 

With my arrectionate regards to you and Nre. Roosevelt, 
I am 

Fai thtully your a , 



I 
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Kexico, October e, 1937 , 

FERSONAL. 

Dear Franklin : 

Inasmuch as the Nine Power Treaty wes signed at 
Weshington , end v.11s the only t hing that looked toward 
peace el".enating from the 1'111ahington Conference, would i 1; 
not be better t;O call the Conference at Washington? We 
are not in the meshes or European political 1;Bngle8 and 
alliances 88 is the c<>se wi t.h every il:lportant; European 
capitd and ell is "ruiet elong the Potomac" . .;t l!a8hing­
ton the atmosphere would be free from ancient quarrels 
and l!lodern Jittery complexes . J .. oreover , i f the repre­
sent atives or the signatory powers were meeting in .Veshing­
ton i t would enable you to see how public opinion reacted 
upon the various ~roposals , for , after all that is said end 
done , Public Opinion i s the King in our country . 

;·/hen end it you and Hull and the Cabinet are clear 
as to the course you think should be pursued , would it 
not be well to call Congress in eessiou to peas upon the 
policy our Government should adopt? You naturally Wish 
Congress w cast so that the ever normal granary legisla­
tion, somewhat along the line of the AAA, cen be enacted 
before the crops are planted , Shortly the termers must 
make arr angements end begin to prepare for next yeer •s 
crop . If Congress is celled chiefly fo r the imminent 
duty of dealing with the serious question of how to make 
the Nine Power Treaty more then e scrap of paper, you 
vnl l silence car~ing critics who ere opposed to a s~ecial 
session. Congressmen would be in Washington t o pees on 
the foreign questions and While the Foreign Affaire Com­
cittees discuss the action you will reco=end , the 

The President , 
The \'/hi te House, 

Washington , D. c. 

Agriculture 
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ngricul ture end Labor Comndttoes can press for the passage 
or the ne~ded legislation. Inasmuch as the opponents ot 
thi s reform lecisletion will undoubtedly cerry the new 
legislation to the Supreme Court (thank Heaven end you 
there wil l be no intolerable delay) and by eneoting these 
measures early e decision from the court should be had 
in the first weeks of the new Year . It the people ere 
thinkinF ebou~ the Japanese- Chinese war end bow to pre­
vent e return to agricultural depression they cennot 
paramount the Black discussion. 

l .• y wife joins Me in atteotionete regards to you end 
:.jrs . Roosevelt . 

Faithfully yours , 

~ 

P. s . There heve been decisions and opinions of th~ 
Supreme Court with which we havo not been in accord , But 
one was sent to me e few dt>ys ego by a greet judge , '!on . 
Harlan F . Stone , wit h whioh you end I wi l l be in hoer ty 
accord. Our son , Dr . Worth Bagley Daniele, wee Justice 
S:llone • s physician when he was ao 111 last winter . At 
that time I told Wor t h - "For Heo.ven ' s sake cure Justice 
Stone even it you have to neglect other patients. The 
country could spare some other judges with e~uanimity 
but not Stone . " Last week I h d e letter from Justice 
Stone from which I quote this extract: 

"l..rs . Stone end I ere devoted to your son , 
whose skill , resourcefulness end untiring zeal 
carried me through a very severe end difficult ill­
ness last month. " 

I know you and Mrs . Roossvelt will share our pride 
in our doctor son, fo r we ell know that the achievements 
ot our sons bring more happiness than comes from eny 
other source . 
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Uexioo, November 8, 1937. 

PERSONAL. 

Dear Franklin: 

I have been disturbed in ~ mind ovar the or ganized propaganda set on toot by the railroads, and, of coarse, urged by the big papers, which unfor t unately are too often the mouthpiece or privilege, or course , the pros­perity and effic iency of the railroads is of prime im­portance in transportation and in national s t able invest­ments. All encouragement and help should be givAn them in line w 1 t h your addreu in the campaign of 1930' and with the policies of your administration a nd I am aura will be continued by you. 

But, what troubles me is that they are not satis­fied with the remarkable recovery that f ollowed your election, but s eem bent on ear ning dividends on many million dollars or watered stock tha t has been floated . In the t ime of t he depression , the value of these stocks con taining nothing of real value, went down and ~t l ooked as if the water had been squeezed out so that with re­turning prosperity the r ailroads would be permitted to earn fair returns on the actual investments in money, minus t he phantom stooka . However , it now seems c l ear t hat the railroads , owned or controlled by the big banks, are resolved to i mpose high enough rates on pass enger and f reight t raf fic to pump value into the stocks repre­senting nothing of value. I hope the Intarstate Commerce Commisaion, while respond ing to pleas for rates t hat give value to money invested, will turn a deaf ear to the pro ­paganda for rates to convert water into gold 1 a revival of the ancient plan to convert base me tal into gold. 

The Pr esident, 
The \Thite Houaa , 

Washington , D. c. 

Some 

• 
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Some years ago t he Government spent millions of 
dollars, under the resolution of the elder La Follette, 
to a scertain the replacement oost ot railroads. It seems 
he had the mistaken notion that rates and taxes ought to 
be based upon replacement value. I do not think any­
thi ng practical ever came out of t hat vast expenditure. 

The only true basis of re t urns on railroad invest­
men t should be the ascertained ac tual money that went into 
the cons t ruction of railroads. I t would be well if you 
could secure tha t information and compel pas s enger and 
freight rates to be fixed so aa to give good return for 
cash investment, but not one cent on phantom stock. It 
i s a big order but if carried out by a commission having 
control of water, rail and air transportation could, in 
the long run, benefit t he country and all the people except 
those who insist upon converting water into gold. 

Many years ego, when railroad officials denied the 
r i ght of governmental r egulation of t ransportation oom­
paniee , I led a figh t t o establish a railroad commission 
in North Carolina. We won on t he second go round, but 
on the selection of the commission the railroads got one 
railroad man and two who did so lit tle t he rai l road com­
mission was dominated by the railroad man and made into 
a Do Nothing body. That has happened too Often in Sta t e 
and Na t ion. I hope you will have power , under a sound 
Reorganization policy, to prevent the consummation of 
the pres ent propaganda . 

Faithfully yours , 

~ 



--· Will you gi•e this to me a t 

the ~.10 P . ~. oonterenoer 

r. D. R. 
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Uy dear Ur. President: 

DEPARTMENT 0, ITATE 
WAIHINOTON 

December 21, 1937 . 

Henry l!orgenthau ha.s talked w1 t h me r egarding his 

recent conversation with you concerning the extremely 

critical financi al situation ot the Uexican Government . 

The Secretary ot State and I both feel that i t would be 

very wise tor us to canvass t he possibili ty ot under­

taking certain s teps which woul d prove to be ot assist­

once to the Government of Mexico and that, in view ot 

the urgent character ot the cri eis whi ch i s confronting 

Mexico, this possibility should be discussed as soon as 

possi ble - it practicable, during the present visit to 

Washington ot Senor Suarez, the Uexioan Secretary ot 

the Treasury. 

I realize tully how burdened you are at the present 

t i me with many other crit i cal probleme, out in view ot 

the urgency ot this matt er , I wonder 1f it would be 

The President, 

The White House. 
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possible for you to fix some time within t he next day 
or so when t he Secretary of the Treasury and the Secre­
tary of Stat e and myself can talk r ith you regarding 
this problem. 

Believe me 

.. 
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I. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

I 

1 THE UNDER SECRETARY 

December 21, 1937. 

PR 
Mr. Summerlin: 

The Ambassador of Mexico 
some time ago requested an 
audience with the Pres ident in 
order to present to him a per­
sonal l etter from the President 
of Mexi co. This letter expres~es 
primarily the gratitude of Presi­
dent Cardenas for the book sent 
to him by the President. 

Shortly after the Ambassa­
dor made this request, the Pres i­
dent was obliged to go South and 
the Ambassador did not press the 
matter . Today he reiterated hi s 
request. I shall appreciate it 
if you will take the matter up 
i mmediately with Mr. Mcintyre • 
and say that I do not think the 
appointment wi ll last over ten 
minutes but that I think it 
hi~hly desirable that the ap­
pointment be made as soon as 
poeaible. 

U:SW:IIW 



sxcelen~iai~ Seftor 

llbico, D.F., a 5 de 
novie~bre de 1937. 

Franklin D. Rooaevel~, 
Preoidonte de l oa l etadoa Cni doa 
de llorte-Am6rica , 
waa~on, D.c., ! .U.A. 

Por ll amabl o conduc tA del Eo<c.-.o . Sr. Joll­
phua Daniela, E&baJador de loa Estadoe Unidoa de Nor­
~e-Am6rica ante mi Gobierno be tenido la viva aatie­
!acc16n de recibir - con dedlcatoria que cucbo aprecio­
el eJernplar de 14 obra titulada "Addreeeea ot t he Pro­
ei~ent o f tbt Vnite~ S~tea• , que contiene ~an~o tl -­
ori ginal ingl6o cOc10 lao versi one& al eapaftol y al po.r 
tugu6a ~• loa eloeuentoa diacursos que Vuestra Exctltn 
cia pronunci6 tn ~936, durante el viaje quo bi zo & sua 
Am6rica paro aoutir A l a seo16n i naugural de la Conti 
r encia de Coneolidaci6n de le Pa> . 

£ 1 obaequio de ea~e voluoen, por cuyo tnv!o­
le quedo protun~ente roconocido, me ha dado la grate 
ocaai6n de rtletr loa ~or~tea gensajea de VUtetra­
Exceltneia, a loa que oportunaccn~e habl a ya conce4ido 
t.oda la &t·tnc16n a que loa haeen acreedorea , entre ...... 
ot.raa viM.udea, la goneroaa einceridad poUUca de --­
Vueatra Excelencia y au noble ·~·~o por defender 1a .. 
causaa de la c1nocrae1a y de la paz universal 4t.nt.ro -
de un ea~ricto apt go a loa principioa de 1111tuo r18petA 
y do loal colaborac16n quo tan teli~ente coincidon -­
eon loa poetuladoe en qua ce in&p1ra, tn ma~eria inter 
nacional, tl Gobierno que ~engo la bonra do preaidir.-

Al txprtear mi vivo agraaectmianto a Vueetra 
&xceleneia, aprovacho guatoso la oportunidad Ot eetae­
lineae paro. aaluclarlo con todo ap 

7 
y i toro.r lt tl 

testimonio de m1 ~4Yor conaider~~···<•,A, 



Exoelentisimo Sr. Frankl i n D. Roosevelt , 

Pres i dente de los Estados Uni dos de Nol·te- Am6rioa. 

Washi ngt on, D.C. E.U.A. 

P.A. C. 
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