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FoF Paslsey

BIXTY-THREE WALL STREET
HEwW YoRK

January
30th
1941

Dear Missy:

I am enclosing a highly confidential re-
port from the Assistant Attorney General, Norman
Littell, on his interpretation of the many problems
in Mexico. I have read this very carefully and
talked about i1t with Father and he has asked to see
it.

Norman 1a very anxious that it should
not be read by anyone except myself and peﬁ—rﬂf‘crdh-rm
Father as it might embarrass him with other govern-
ment officlals, and so I am sure you wlll see to it
that thls desire is carried out and that 1t will
not be sent to the Btate Department or fall under
any other Jealous gaze.

After Father has read it, if he doee not
wish to keep it in his personal file, may I suggest
that it be returned to me.

Father also mentioned that he might like
to talk to Norman about 1t, in which case I am sure
that you will see that the appolntment 1= made.

Many thanks for all your trouble, and

lote of love to you, e agae ; (:?‘)

Miss Marguerite Le Hand
White House
Washington, D. 0.

Enolosure
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Bepartment of Justice

Mushington
NORMAN M. LITTELL Corpus Christi, Texas
ASneTim ASwmay. Sy, December 16, 19LD

FERSONAL

Honorable Franklin D. Hoosevelt, Jr.
The White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Frank;

While on business in SBouthern Texas I had an opportunity
to take amual leave and visit in Mexico during the imsuguration of
Fregident Camacho. Certain information was obtained and conclusions
were drawn from discussicns with members of the Mexican Government and
others, which I feel very strongly should be submitted to your father.
Fartially because of the strictly confidential character of much of
the information given to me, and partially because I feel that your
father's policies in the Western Hemisphere, insofar as Mexieco is
concerned, are vitally affeoted, I could not bring myself to write a
memorendum and send it to the Fresident through the usual secretarial
channels. One never knows where such a communication may come to
rest. I therefore deocided to write to you fully and freely, without
pulling any punches, so that you may communicate to the Fresident
anything which might be at all helpful to him, and at the same time
you could keep this letter and the enclosed memorandum embracing
greater details, under your own control so that they will not get
adrift and come into hands for which it is not intended.

The position of Mexico is so wital to your father's Western
Hemisphere policy, and our relations with that country are being so
carefully watched by neighboring countries further tc the scuth, that
no stone can be left unturned towards establishing firm friendship
and cocoperation with the Camache administration. The cpportunity teo
reconstruct our relations with Mexicoc on a sound basis appears guite
alearly to be more favorable than at any time in the history of
those relations, but a barrier to such reconstruction, and a very
real danger of failure for reasons herein indicated, became disturb-
ingly spparent to me while in Mexico.

On the threshold of cur relationships, and as one of the
prineipal factors making possible new and enduring friendship between
the two countries, is the astonishing degree of personal leadership
which President Roosevelt has right down into the rank and file of
Mexican Govermment officials and citizens. Ambassador Daniels' per-
sonal popularity with the Mexicans, I am reliably informed, stemmed
first from the basie fact that he was a personal friend and repre=
sentative of President Roosevelt, and secondly, from the fact that

Ya.
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he endeavored to understand and win the confidence of the Mexican
in spite of the very great handieap of Deniels' participation in
the occupation of Santa Cruz in the last war. Such confidence as
has besn won by Ambassador Danlels, and by one or two other men,
particularly the Commercial Attache, Thomas Lockett, has not been
sufficient to win the confidence of Mexican officials, The rest
of the American Embassy staff, insofar as I could find, are anti-
New Dealers and Republicsns. It is not that party affiliations
are fundamental, or even important as suchj they only become funda-
mental when they control point of view. As one minor member of
the Embassy staff said to me,

"The English know how to treat these peoplel As soon as
the expropriation of oil lands took place, England recalled her
ambassador."”

The inaccuracy of fact can be ignored (the English ambas-
sador was handed his walking papers by the Mexicen Govermment,
very much to his surprise, in response to strong demands which he
had presented), but we cannot overlock the complete failure to
examine the Mexican point of view carefully, sympathetically, end
even legally, and the implied scorn of our American indulgence of
the exprépriation. I do not mean for cne moment that this point
of view represents that of the whole Embassy staff, but it isat
least one viewpoint, of which there are many modified versiocns.

With over ninety per cent of the American Colony in Mex—
ico City and over eighty-five per cent of the Embassy staff voting
for Willkie in a poll taken just before the election, you can
readily see that the Republican viewpoint dominates, and that
viewpoint spells the protection of property rights without refer-
ence to how they may have been secured, and a corresponding com—
demnation of bare tolerance of other actions taken by the Mexican
Government, Consider briefly two principel policies of that
government :

In respect to the expropriation of oil properties, as
an irreducible minimum of & vastly complicated legal problem, the
following three points are at least sufficient to establish that
the action taken under Article 27 of the Constitution of 1917,
lie sufficiently well within the wide margin of sovereign dis-
cretion and power to take the matter out of camon law standards
and English viewpoint, into the realm of intra-goverrmentzl
affairs, particularly when the Supreme Court of Mexico has now
passed upon the question and approved the expropriation as
constitutionals

(1) Under the civil law, which was the law of Mexico %aken
from the Spaniards, sub—surface minersl rights were the property of the
sovereign. (2) In the course of the Ddas dictatorship, from 1876 to 1910,
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during the interim administration of President Manuel Gonszales, &
puppet of Diaz, (and one of the most predatory of the Mexican offi-
cials in a period of exploitation, with forty large haciendas, at
only one of which he had over thirty mistresses), the Mexican

mining law of 188} was adopted, modifying the old Spanish law to
declare that the ownership of coal and oil was vested in the cwners
of the surface. It is an historic fact that English pressure on the
Mexicen government, with some Ameriocan ald, was primarily responsible
for the passage of this Act, and the great period of the concession-
aires in Mexico followed. (3) Article 27 of the Mexican Constitu-
tion of 1917 merely reinstated the old law, not by just repealing
the mining laws but by embodying the prineiple of ownership of min-
erals beneath the surface into the fundamental law of the land.

This, however, was not given retromctive effect to expropriate
existing oil properties until the decree of March, 1938, by President
Cardenas.

It is impossible to elaborate on this subject, on which
volumes have been written, but these points alone are sufficient
to make the issue none of our business as far as the individual and
personal attitudes of our official representatives at the Embassy
are concerned, except, of course, insofar as they may aid in line
of duty in the settlement of this cormercial controversy. And yet
I feel very strongly and am convinced thet most men in the Mexican
Govermment feel that the attitude of our State Department is funda-
mentally one of sympathy with the disciplinary action taken against
Mexico by the English government and by capital in our own country
which sought under leadership of the oil industry to reduce the
Mexican government to bankruptoy. Statistics could be given to
show, not only the withdrawal of oil company capital from Mexican
banks, but the withdrawal of innumerable other mccounts. It is now a
well-lmown fact that this effort to bring the Mexican govermment to
time was deliberately and forcibly made, and also that it was a
complete failure. Governments do not go bankrupt; they just go onm.

One other besic hasard stands in the way of any sympa-
thetioc understanding between our official representatives,with the
exceptions noted, and the Mexican govermnment, amd that is the
expropriation and redistribution of agricultural lands, I, myself,
was & victim of the propaganda in the American press which had
painted Mexico as Communistic. Here too the facts are complicated,
but not difficult to understand if one really seeks the truth. No
one was shocked during the Diaz administration, except possibly a
few liberals who may have raised their voices in vain, when ninety=-
six million meres of land--nearly one-fifth of the total area of
Mexico--were given away to seventeen persons. Nearly thirty million
acres in Lower California were allotted to four individuals, By
1910 nearly half of Mexico belonged to less than three thousand
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families, while of ten millions of Mexicans engaged in agricultural
pursuits, more than nine-and-a-half million were virtually without
land. Water rights stoo,were ruthlessly disposed of to favored land
owners to the prejudice and sometimes ruin of small farmers.

Against this, contrast the meager redlstribution of
eighteen million mcres of land from the revolution of 1910 to the
beginning of the Cardenas administration in 1933, and an additional
twenty-five million mcres during the Cardenas administration. The
whole matter of redistribution of land transposed into modern times
was called revolution and labelled Communism, but of course it was
only a belated escape from feudalism, and a partial escape at that.
This step was historically inevitable in Mexico. I might go on to
say thet under entirely different elroumstances a redistribution of
land will same day be inevitable in our country, where ninety per
cent of the produce is grown by fifty per cent of the ownership and
ten per cent of the produce is grown by the remaining fifty per oent,
leaving us face to face with the most tragic problem in American
life today--dispossessed hordes of our agrioultural population with
no land to live on and no place to go.

Surely we New Dealers, who pride ourselves on being able
and willing to face facts, can understand what the Mexican Government
is up to in tackling these basic problems, with their primary objective
the improvement of the common lot of & particularly dependent Indian
population too illiterate to 8scape from peonage of the most oppressive
sort, until the revolution of 1910 started their emancipation, It is
Ao wonder thet many members in the Government of Mexieo, newly ap-
pointed or surviving from the Cardenas administration, ocall the
govermment from 1533 on, "the New Deal of Mexico," and accept as
their inspiration and leader, President Hoosevelt,

It is for this reason that they hailed Mr. Wallace with
such cordiality. As one of them sald at the Agricultural College
where I went at Mr. Wallace's invitation on an inspectien trip with
him, "I wish Mr. Wallace could meet more of our farmers and students
80 that he could see how highly he is regarded here where we have
long been familiar with what he has done and tried to do for Amer-
ican agriculture.” JNot only as the personal friend and representa-
tive of the President, and as Vice-President elect, but also as a
great leader in the apgricultural industry om this continent, Mr,
Wallace's appointment as ambassador plenipotentiary and extreordi-
nAry was an effective move in the interests of solidarity between
our two countries.

I think it is fair to say, however much I regret it, that

Mr, Wallece was more welcomed by the Mexicans than he was by the
majority of the staff at the American Embassy, where, of course,
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every formal courtesy and act of hospitality was extended to him.

The fact remains that he was a New Dealer and therefore fundamental ly
at odds ideclogically in the family of our official representation in
Mexico City, with the exception always of Mr., and Mrs. Daniels and
Mr. Thomas Lockett, and possibly two or three other minor officials.

The distrust and dislike of the arrogance of the British
Foreign Office is almost, but not quite, equalled in the feeling
towards the American State Department, the latter being of course
alleviated by actual diplomatic relationships, however unsympathetic
the State Department as an institution may be, and by the perscnal
feelings toward President Roosevelt. By great good fortune, the
newly-appointed Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Padilla, is staunch-
ly loyal to England in the present war, end was ready to move at once
for the reestablishment of diplomatic relations with England. How-
ever, lack of confidence in the State Department and in the British
Foreign Office precluded communication through an official channel
to Prime Minister Churchill, who it was felt would appreciate readily
the desirability, under present world oonditions, of immediate re-
establishment of diplomatic relations, without imposing the condition
heretofore insisted on by the British Foreign Offies, that the dis-
pute over expropriation of oil properties be first settled,

The eccntact with Prime Minister Churchill was therefore
informally made. The whole matter was handled in a way to preclude
our State Department then knowing anything about it. A friend of
Mexioco and a confidante of many members of the Mexican Govermment
discussed the matter with H. G. Wells over long-distance telephone
from the office of the Secretary of Foreigm Affairs, in Mexico City
on December 5, Mr. Wells being, as I am reliably informed, a close
personal friend of the Prime Minister. 1T happened by force of cir-
cumstance to be fully informed as to the details of the conversation
in Mr. Padilla's office, both before and after the long-distance
telephone conversation with H, G. Wells, and immediately appreciated
as & valuable asset in solidifying the position of Mexico in your
father's policy of advancing Western Hemisphere solidarity, the fine
attitude taken by President Camacho and the Foreign Secretary in this
conversation. The letter addressed to H. G. Wells for presentation
to Prime Minister Churchill, a draft of which I read and oriticitzed,
could not appropriately express .the pordial feelling and strength of
convietion which the rest of the conversation reflected, but I very
much hope that the Prime Minister will have the insight to recognire
the importance of the immediate reestablishment of friendly diplomatie
relationships with Mexico, leaving to subsequent discussion the ad-
Justment of elaims for expropriation of oil properties.

Knowledge of the above facts, which are communicated to you
and your father in striet confidence until you learn them from some
other scurce, mede me keenly mware of this fine opportunity to secure
Mexico's affirmative cooperation on the side of the democracies.
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Only one vital detail in the many implications which arise
from this coocperation is the mssistance which would be forthooming
in handling the English censorship of mail, aiding in the detection
of work by German agents in the Western Hemisphere. I know from
discussion with Edwin Herbert, Chief Eritish Fostal Censor, who was
recently in Washington to coordinate his efforts with those of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Justice gener-
ally, that Mexico is & blind spot in the censorship system, through
which German agents in Bouth Amerieca take care to route their mail
for the express purpose of avolding any censorship. A measurs of
active cooperation might be of great value, both to Englend and to
our country,as the discoverlies of Herbert's organization are being
made available to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

It 1s needless to discuss the many possibllities inherent
in the reestablishment of diplomatic relations between Mexico and
England, as bearing upon Western Hemisphere sclidarity and resistance
to German penetration here in all of its forms, but it must be em-
phasized that the relationships with Mexico henceforth must be upen
& new and more sympathetic basis, both on the part of England and on
the part of our country.

With the expropriation issue reduced to triviality in com-
parison to the major issues in the world today, it is hoped that
Frime Minister Churchill will grasp this situation quickly, and act
over the prejudices and animosities of a frustrated personnel in the
Eritish Foreign Office which refuses to accept what must now be ac=
cepted as an historic fact, that the expropriation of the oil prop-
erties will not be undone by this administration. Again in confi-
dence to you, although your father may know it from other sources,
Fresident Camache will not restere the oil properties, as he advised
Pat Hurley in a confidential interview shortly after his inaugurationm.
Even without this affirmative evidence of Camacho's policy, political
factors virtually conclude the matter. An attempt to give the prop-
erties back to their former owners would result in violemt publie
cpposition and perhaps revolution. While there will be & swing to
the right under Camacho (I am reliably informed that he signed a
deeree to supprese the Communists shortly before I left Mexico, om
December 10), the swing to the right will not be far emough to
permit return of the oil properties.

More fundemental to us than the resumption of diplomatie
relations between England and Mexieco is the improvement of our own
relations with Mexico and the removel of that feeling of distrust
which officials in the Mexican Govermment undoubtedly have for our
State Department. The reestablishment of normal relations between
Mexico and England would undoubtedly help by stilling to a large
degree the sympathetic wvibration of cur own Foreign Service in P
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response to policies of the British Foreign Office, but the distrust
of the Mexiocan Government is based upon the more fundeamental factors
first menticned in this letter.

The resignation of Ambassador Daniels, announced in Mexico
City, and of course known to your father, will Eive an opportunity
in the near future for change of perscnnel, and thereby a fundamental
change of attitude in our Embassy in Mexico City. It cannot be too
strongly urged that the new ambassador be a thorough-going New Dealer
with full power to reorganize his staff to include effective men such
a8 Thomae Lockett, Commercial Attache (an appointee of President
Roosevelt and a friend of Senator Barkley's, who in himself is almost
& complete answer to the argument for "career men only). I do not
share the concern of some that Mr. Girard, who wanted this post twenty
years ago and is after it again, can get it, so sure am I that your
father appreciates the need here of a man of Mr. Bullitt's capacities,
experience, and knowledge of wvolatile Latin temperament and politiocs.
My guess is that Mr. Bullitt is slated for the post. Even this,
however, will not be wholly effective without power to recrganize his

ltlff-

On this vital front there is no time to lose. The day is
past for the polite diplomats living the lives of gentlemen in foreign
lands, a Royal Order of Knights of the Protocol founded by Prince
Metternich, dominated since the Napoleonic perfod by the British
Foreign Office and under a motto written by Talleyrand;

"Our words are to conoceal our thoughts, not to reveal them,"

The epitaph of this order has been written by Sir Neville
Henderson in "The Failure of & Mission," and the man responsible for
the passing is Adolf Hitler, who said of his ambassadors:

"I do not want a soldier for an ambassader, nor yet
an advance agent for German products. I want &
representative who can find and use the weakness of
every leader in the country where I have put him.

If it is money, buy him. If it is women, corrupt him.
If it is fear, find what he is afraid of, and keep it
dangling before his eyes."

Contrast this hard, slashing school of diplomacy, drilling
out the bulls'-eyes of its objectives in foreign lends, with the
accuracy and ruthlessness of the gangster's machine-gun, to the
following impressions received in Mexieo City from the ranking member
of the Embassy, next to Mr. Daniels; I seized an opportunity for
hasty and polite interrogation of this estimable gentlemsn in order
to ascertain, first, as a litmus paper test of his understanding,
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his attitude toward the exproprietion of oil lends and the redistri-
buticn of agricultural lands by the Mexican Government, and secondly,
whether or not he concurred with my readily-formed opinion that
American policy should be to end the sit-down strike of capital
against Mexico by giving affirmative ald in solving a number of con-
orete Mexican problems such as:; (1) Rehabilitation of the Mexiocsn
railways with American technical and financial aid, (2) Removal of
constant friction between Mexican railroads and our connecting
lines, (3) The development of iron resources for the manufacture

of steel in Mexioco on other than the fatal concessionaire basis of
past history, (L) The possible financing of the connecting railroad
line to fill the gap between San Pedro and Sanchez, in the State of
Sinaloa, a distance of about one hundred fifty miles across the
mountalns, to comnect with the Hansas City, Mexican and Orlental
Railroad, in order to open up direct connections with the interior
of the United States, from Kansas City, Missouri, to the free port
of Topolobampo on the Gull of Lower California, and also rail con-
nections from there to El Paso, Texas, (5) Possible cooperation im
rehabilitating the railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec as
auxiliary to the Panama Canal for military and commercial purposes.

I did not get farther than the expropriation of oil lands
and the redistribution of agricultural lands, and finally asked a
broad, sweeping question:

"fhat do you think is the answer to the problem of our
relations with Mexico, and what should our policy be in terms of
concrete lines of motiomn?”

"The development of oultural relstions," was the reply.

The answer was spelled out in terms of the needs of the
American business men for better understanding of Mexico. The
improvement of cultural relations was the channel through which
this could be accomplished.

This is all very excellent. Culture is a very good thing
and we all ought to have more of it. Even Nero must have believed
in culture for he played a fiddle while Rome burmed. Many an able
oritical mind has dropped anchor for life in the quiet harbor of
cultural activities, in comfortable seclusion from the steady blast
of trade winds outside and the real problems of navigation.

Here was a professional diplomat on one of the most wital
fronts of our foreign policy, face to face with fundamental issues
and pointe of conflict between Mexico and our country which had
produced a state of stagnation and mental stalemate in relations
between the two countries, giving his best enthusiasm and attention
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to cultural relations, instead of attacking with all the vigor he
was capable of the removal of misunderstandings and obstacles to
Mexican cooperation with us in a world aflame. He spoke with keen
enthusiasm of establishing & joint university in a disputed boundary
area at El Paso between our two countries=-an excellent idea, but
one felt that he supplied a refutation of his owm policy, for in
epite of all of his undoubted "oulture," he himself does not have
any real understanding of Mexico.

In conclusion, let me broaden my chservation to say that
a substantial part of our Foreign Service personnel obviously have
not found out that the old order has passed and that we must meet
& vicious, barbaric invasion, of proportions unprecedented in history,
on the front line of diplomacy, as well as in economic and possibly
military invasions. If the President's policies in the Western
Hemisphere are to be fully implemented in concrete terms, to hold
up standards of good faith and sincere cooperation in mutual achieve-
ment in the democratic way of life by governments in the Western
Hemisphere, in oppositiom to the destructive attacking power of
Hitler diplomsecy, then our representatives must be able to accept
concepts of government and poliocies such as they find in Mexico,
irrespective of whether those ooncepts and policies serve perfectly
the dominant American commercial interests. .

The President has reorganized the Executive branch of
the Goveroment, and the Judiciary, and is reconstructing national
defense on & modern basis. Why not now reorganize the Foreign
Service, that branch of national defense which is already in the
front-line trenches whether fully aware of it or not, and which
lies wholly within the constitutional prerogatives of the Chief
Executive.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

NORMAN M. LITTELL



PERS0 Mexico, February 4, 1941

Dear Franklin:

Pursuant to your suggestion on the day I
was leaving Washington, I spoke to President
Cemacho about Acapulco and Megdalena Bay and
the value of the idea to both countries, He
expressed the desire of his country to have
a8dequate bases on the Pacific, He said he was
to see Ambassador Cestillo Néjera this week,
and after conferring with him would prepare a
memorandum in reply to the one presented the
Ambassador by Sumner Welles, Iwill keep you
posted,

Affectionately,
L]

___'__,_._-—-—-—"\

The Honorable ¥ranklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House, “ashington, D.C.
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FERSONAL Mexico, February 4, 1941
AN
Dear Franklin: -

I conveyed your friendly messege to Presi-
dent Avile Cemacho, who received it with high
appreciation, 1 acqueinted him with the fact,
and impressed that it wes strictly confiden-
tial, that you hoped to be able, perhaps the
last of March, to take a brief fishing trip to
the Gulf of Mexico in the neighborhood of Tam-
pico, and wished to know,if you ceme in & smell
ship, whether President Avila Cemacho could con-
tect you on his ship, and you could fish topether
and visit, and perhaps heve luncheon at scme con-
venlent plece on the nearby shore, He said no-
thing would please him better, and that he sin-
cerely hoped the affairs of state would permit
you to obtain this vacetion end he could have the
pleasure of welcoming you to the waters esnd shores
of his country., He said that he was "et your or-
ders", and would plen his engegements so as to
meet you at any time snd place convenient to you,

I asked the President what month wes best
for fishing in the Gulf near the Mexican shore,
He said he was inclined to believe the best
fishing was in Mey, but that March might be as
good; he would ascertain end let me know, adding
thet he was not so good a fisherman as you and
he would make further inquir ies to learn from
expert fishermen the best time in the s ring and
let me know . At that juncture Licenciado Armen-
dariz, Chief of Ceremonisl of the Forelen Office,
who with my secretsry, Mr, Stephen Aguirre, sec-
compenied me and acted as interpreter, interposed
to say that he believed that it was "not so much
the fish as it ia President Roosevelt's desire
to meet and talk with you/" The President ans-
wered that the month of March would be quite

agreeable,
After

The Honorable ;
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

The White House,
Washington, D.c,;

T
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After leaving the Palace, my secretery got in
touch with an exvert {ishermen of the Tempico sec-
tion of the Gulf end the latter gaid that from long
experience in fishing in these waters he could give
assurance that the peek of good tarvon fishing wes
from February 15th to Nerch 15th. So your idea of
coming in March would bring vou into Mexican waters
gt the best season.

In & cordial mood, President Avila Camacho re=-
ferred to e story he had heard connected with your
fiahigg brif to the West Comsst, It seems that Cormo-
dore mez Mdrquez, of the Mexican Nevy, charged by

resident Cérdenesz to convey & message of welcome

end high regard to you, was asked by you shout the
possibilities of bip catches in those waters, The
Commodore, whose knowledese of fishing in those wa-
ters wes very little, told you to "try your luck",
and you mede big cetches,

The President with great good humor then rela-
ted an incident that took place before he end
General Almezén weres contenders for the presidency.
When they were making = trip by water from Acapuleco
to the Bay of Chacalepa near Sasline Cruz, they ob-
served that General José Siurob, heasd of Publie
Heolth in the administration of Cérdenes, had thrown
out & fishing line from their boet, Cemacho and Al-
mazén, deciding to pley e practical joke on Dr. Siu-
rob, requested him immedietely to attend a member of
the erew who was very ill. While the doctor wes away
from his line enswering the call to trest the sick
men, Camacho and Almazdn procured a 1ive chicken
from the steward end tied it to Siurob's fishing line.
When the doctor returned he was quite excited to find
his line drawn quite taut, His friends - the practi-
cal jokers - caelled to him to hesten to pull in his
line and catch the big fish on the hook. He did so and
as the catch was hauled on boesrd he was chagrined to
find that he hed lended a chicken, They enjoved a
hearty laugh at the expense of the doctor,

§ I thought you might wish to sdd this to your re-
_f. pertoire of fish stories, But President Avilas Came cho

Y assured me that, while he might wish to stoeck the
waters in which you were fishing with impounded fish
80 you could get bip hauls,the waters of the Gulr

would not permit such e trick on you, even if he wished
to pull off & practical joke,

With my best regards,
Faithfully yours

s
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE V.
WASHINGTON v
February 10, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

Thank you for sending me with your memorandum of
February 10 Mayor Maverick's letter to you of Febru-
ary 5 about CGeneral Maximino Avila Camacho,

While we have no definite word as yet, I under-
stand that General Maximino Avila Camacho will prob-
ably visit Washington during the latter part of this
menth coming here in an unofficial capacity., I shall
do everything possible to see that he is amply enter-
tained during his stay here.

Believe me

altiully yours,

[ ~

q

The President,
The White House,
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 2 * e
CITY OF SAN ANTONIO < — ‘4
TEXAS A
MAURY MAVERICK ﬁ\ 7% ..r“_,\
Mawomn
Hi=BER L B COMFEREMCE OF uirDA% Fa‘bmry 5. 1941 @ :‘:f

-
The President
The White House g Mf ed
Washington, D. 0.

Dear Mr. Presldent:

Cne phase of the Cemacho administration must
be watched. Maximino has almost a juvenile desire to
be entertained. I em informed today through his re-
presentatives and that of the Mexican government that

he is golng to the Bermudas to be entertained by
Senator Hn utigﬂg‘?&ni the Duke of Windsor. (The latter
is probebly scmething worked up by Hastings. There

ie an Englishman in it, a big promoter who lives

there most of the time, whose name I cannot remember

right now).

All the racketeers in the United States are
now passing through San Antonio in and out of Mexico.
This mist be wntched.

Miel
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dpril 1, 1841

Dear Chilef:

I had really hoped that 1 sould carry out the
plan of meeting Preeldent Camagho in Mexloan waters
this Marech or April.

I hope you will tell him this and also that
only reason is that I felt that at this time I t
to be within twenty-Tfour hours of Washington in view
of the rapidity with which things are happening.
Aotually end confidentially, my little trip on the
U. 8. 5. POTOMAC took me to the northern and western

8, not more than four hours from the Florida
rallroad st any time.

Personally, ae you know, I would love to make
arrangements by which I could fly back froa the
Tempico or Vera Cruz coast in case of BRergenty --
but every-body 1s wery definltaly set agalnst my
using the air.

Tell the Preeident that the same thing applies
to Springs where I may go for a week after
Ens but, as you know, I can get back to Waehington
from ‘there in sbout eighteen hours.

Therefore, I have to keep the whole open
until such time es the Belken problems qulet
and the shipping probleam becomes at 1 st no worse.
I am moet anxious to meet President end I
hnthnh.mdlwﬂdnuﬂm simpatico.

lndluﬂhllummm&upm
ﬂththurl!nl‘r-ir-ﬂlumhmmth
Mexiocan Congress will remain in session for an extra

(
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week. I anticipate 1ittle or no trouble in having 1t
ratifled by our te. -

unn-rnm.

Honorable Junph"n ‘Baniels,
The Ameriecen Ambarpador,
American Embasasy,

Mexiso, D, F.

fir/tmb



Mexieco, Mareh 18, 19,1

Dear Franklin:

The other day I had an inquiry from the
President's secretary asking when Congress would
ad journ, He did not wish to a sk ebout your move-
ments, but having the idea you would come into
Mexican waters at the adjournment, that was an
example of Mexican politeness. I hed to tell him
that only the Almighty knew when Congress would
adjourn. Judging by the past, I "hae me doots"
whether it adjourns until driven out by the July
humidity.

The pepers intimate that you hope to @t
time off to fish the letter part of the month .
If you can come as far south as Tampico, Presi-
dent Avila Camacho would like to Join you and
give you the freedom of the Gulf, or so much of
it as are Mexican waters, Frankly, nobody knows
how much that is, Uncle Sam claims only three
miles - or did when I left Washington - but so
meny things have chenged I can e rdly keep up
with God Almighty's time or the ebb and flow of
the tides, Mexico cla ims twelve miles, and as-
serts that in & long-ago treaty Uncle Sam agreed
to such control of the seas. However, like Chami-
zal, neither country tries to get e showdown,
Laz me know if you cen gt off to fish in kexican
waters,

Your Fireside Chat was heard with deep inter-
est here end there is growing enthusiasm for poli-
cles that strengthen continental solidarity.In
the theatres and cinemas here your utteranc es were
epplauded, end Nazi-iesm is wening in support, The

big

The Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House, Yashington, D.C.
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big labor orgenizetion has issued a strong declara-
ti on against any infiltretion of foreign influences
or subversive asctivitieés here.

Your address at the opening of the building
given by Mellon wes a gem, I thought the quotation
from Lincoln was most apposite and timely.

My wife joins in love to you and Eleanor.

Feithfully yours,

P/s-

Dr. Shotwell, Dr, Jessup, Dr., Clark and okher
distinguished suﬁnlara are here seeking closer aal-
tural cobperation. It is & real pleasure to talk
to Dr. Shotwell, or rather listen to him- for he is

the link between 1919 and 1939, a vital link, who
has "done the satate some service."
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ADDRESS of Ambassador Josephus Daniels in response to
- the toadt "Our Guests" 4t the annual dinner of
4 The Royal Soclety of 5t, Geofge, British Club,
Mexico City, April 23, 1941, ="

S e

This has been a dey of deep anxiety to all who aré
enlisted in hostility to totalitarian rule in the world,
The news fron Greece has disturbed all Britons and those
in synpathy with thelr ceuse. The light that cheers is
that they and the Greeks with the spirit of the esncient
Spartans aré fighting with equal courage at the very spot,
Thermopylae, where in 480 B.C, victory wos wén by a mmoll
band of vnliant worriors over superior foroe.

The news thot the Gernens had taken Selonikn and the
Greeks and British had follen back to a new line at fome
ocus Thefnopyloe recelled to my nind the derkest hours of
ny life, It woe ot the tine the news came across the At-
lantiec that the Allied forces had suffered reverses in-
Fronce and had been driven bock and back in that never-to=
be=-forgotten terrible Morch offensive in 1918, I was in
Boston when the depressing newe arrived. It croated fear
and pessimism in brove poople whose hearts were in the
confliet, Hecig's fonous ond despernte appezl to the troops
should hoorten us tonight as it nerved the ellied forces
& Bcore annd more ycars ago:

"There 1s no other course open to us but
to fight it out. Every position rust be held’
to the lost nan: theore nust be no retirement.
With our bneks to the woll, and believing in
the justlice of olr couse; each one of us nust
fight to the end,®

I hand gone to New England to speed up navol effort in the
onesturction of naval fighting ships in o0ld rnd new naval
yards 8nd hnd accepted an invitation to speak at Tremont
Temple., The news of the retrent "with back to the wall™
come a8 1 wee preparing a fighting oddresa to the stout-
hoorted Boston people who had been among the’carliest to °
urge Americen porticipation in the World Wor, As I was Sé=
cretory of the Novy and aspenking for the Wilson cdminis-
tration, pntriots who hnd been s tunned by the disaster
enlled on mo, hoping that behind thg black oobles of the
retreat I hnd infornation which would dispel the gloom. A
large gothering looked to me in frnous Tremont Temple to
bring words of chee# oné foith, The people noeded no
stinulus to courcge, Never before nor since did I feece an
gudicnee with such’trepidotion and prayer thrt I might °
soy the right word, It wos no hour for wishful optinmisn,

To nininize the donger would be to insult the intelligence
f those who lodked to on odninistrotive officiel for both
ruth ond light., The very heort and soul of tho addross was
is extract fron ny concluding words:

This is a dark hour, Some fear the worst,
but we know that the forees of Right will win,
no nottor what the cost nor how long the blosdy
trail, This is not o tine for bouyant optiniem,
for we nust not shut our eyes to the gravity
of the situation ot the wor front. This is not
e doy for pcasinisn, for doubt in o eivilinon is
as

e
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a8 gront a orine as cowordieco in o acldier
It is pother o doy of resolution ond Jzim
dovotion to the spirit of Liberty whiou *

norved the founders of the Ropuliie to suf-
for oll things ond endure all things to win
Froodon,

Anorico ond the notions olliod with
hor will never lay down tholr arms uftil
this nonnoo to tho world is’' renoved. No
niatter how long it nay toko; no nmotter hew
grent the socrifice in blood ond treosure,
wo will never shenthe tho awdrd until Auto-
oroocy is put out of business, Frightfulness
connot affright us; defeat here 4r therc onn
but strengrhen our determinotion, On this
nnxiosus doy we dbdicote oursclves onew to
the sncred cousc, And we will fight on until
donioorocy sholl triumph and the light of Li-
borty shine throughout the carth,

This day = April 23, 1941 - hos been to ne nos onxi-
pus n day as aftcer the March Drive in 1918, ond whot :
nessnge I could bring to the nenbers of the Royol Socic=-
ty of St. George has, I nssurc you, caused ne to swent
blood as I did on thot dey of opprehension twenty-three
yeors ngo, I bring you the expet words I was moved to
address to thet anxious Boston audicnce twenty-three
years ogo, and I know thot cveppne here will fel deep
down in his heart thaot na Heig's "ny boack is to the
waoll" wans followed by hord-won victory after dcecrifide
in 1918, history will repeot itsclf in the ycar 1941,

"The Enpiro never'necded such loynl
scrvicoe sk nuch os now. Never did it so
urgently require the strenuocus and united
gsupport of its subjecta., For in the pre=
sont atote of the world on'active viglilanee
is norc than over roqiired. We have to noko
surc of our equipnent. Thero is a dlsposi-’
tion to cho llonge both our navol and conme-
norcinl podTtion, which requires out utnost
vigil[mcﬂ- P

The words I hove quoted were uttered by o disti n-
guished English s tontesmon, They sound like on utterante
to which Churchill might haove given expression in Par=
licnent yostordoy. As o notter of foet, T have taken
thon fron an oddress by Archibald Philip Prinrose,Eafl
of Roscberry, in 1900 at the University of Edinburgh.
Lot no quoto furthor from the oddress of that oble
prenier, Hewont on to say:

"Hod the 6lder Pitt, when he becone’
frist ninisteor, not left the House of Com-
rnions, ne would have induced Gearge III to
listen to recscn, hnve introduced represcn-
tatives fron Ancricn into the Imperinl
Porlinnent, ond prosorved the thirteon
Anerieonn Colonies for the B ritish Crown,
Is it frneiful to dwell for o nonent on what
night hove happonod? The Reform Bill which
woe pnased in 1832 would probobly hove ‘pnaﬂ:d

nue




much earlier, for the newlf blood of
America would have Bburst the old vessels
of the Constitution. It would have pro=-
vided for some self-adjusting system of
representation such as now prevails in
the United States, by which increasing
population is proportionately represented.
And at last, when the Americans beceme the
ma jority, the seat of empire would perhasps have
been moved solennly e cross the Atlentioc,and
Britein become the his toricel shrine and’
the European outpm t of the world empire,

"What an extraordinary revolution it
would have been had it been acconnlished!l
The greatest known without bloodshed: the
most sublime transféfénce of power in the
history of menkind ...

"I know thet I em dreaming!l”

*

Of cowr se the distinguished Earl wes giving plsy
to his imagination end wos dreoming of a fedérated
union that had no possibility of reslization, In that
ers maen thought of unity between peoples only by incor=-
poration os colonies, snd that conception wos the basis
of Roseberry's drcam. In the lerger conception of our
gonoration we see unity of thought and action by inde~
pendent, self-governing countries animeted by like de-~
votion to real democracy without any thought of loss of
scparate sovereignty. In this scnse, the spirit of
unity in Amorics ond Britain, the dreom of Roseborry
has come true. This spiritunl onences of the two great
English-speoking countrics is evideonced by a recont
statomont of President Rooscwvelt, Voicing the country's
determination, he hos often oxpressed, of eid to Bri-
toin in tho present atruggle, America's ond the world's
most illustrious statosmon, Franklin Rooscvelt,hniled
in nll hemispheres as the hope and symbol of our advone-
ing democracy, dispelled gloom over tho situation in
Groecoc in Washington. Only ycaterday ot his press con-
foronce, in responsc to sane expreossions of despondency
by the eorrespondents, Prosident RooseveltBanswors were
reportcd thua:

Meese in the light of history the Amori-
con people should not go to o pinnnelec onme
dry becnuse of o British victory in the Medi-
torronean, ond then =8 to the depths o
dospeir the next on w of a Mozl viotory.

#Spcokine slowly ond thoughtfully, he -
went on to soy he belleved the Americen poo-
ple in fact were coming to understend thot
the war would not be won by one sen fight, or
onc rotrcat in Grecoe, but only by keeping
tho oxistonéc of the mein defense of Detho=
erncy going, That, he ndded, wns Englond."

There is n poet in my home Stote who doe s not ronk
with the groot bords like Shokespearc and Longfollow.
Her place is rother smong the younger poets of the heart
inspired with the afflatus to intorpret the #pirit of
brotherhood betwecon English-speoking nations, Residing
in o smll college town, whero Christion culture is

rognant,
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regnont, ‘Mrs, Edith Earnshew of Woke Forest, North
Corolinr, a leoder in finding refuge with love for
English children who have been given homes in Ameiica,
hos writton a poom whid I an sure will worm the heart
of :vg:y?xnight of the Soedety of St, George. Moy I
ron

AMERICA -~ HELP ENGLAND]

When Moud, ny English friend, wos on this side
We used to roam the fields amdl forcsts wide;
She lowved the rolling ecountry and the sky,
The sunshine ond the freedom - she mnd I,
One day, we neods must cross a stoecp ravine
Or clse wanlk miles nround it, which waild nean
A w wolk along the dork'ning ridgs,
-’-Eds'g?wa laid o footlog for o bridge.

fa’ I mnde the trip without event or loss,
But Moud'stood wavering, holf Wwoy across =
"Americal help England - quick]" she ¢ ried,
And I led her to tho other side; i
Then, laughingly, we went sur happy WOY o
0 thrt wos years ogo, but now - todoy =
The incident cones back to memory,
For onec agein I heer hor enlling me:
Across the waves the coger mesénge riiaa:
"Aneriea! help Englond - qiiek!™ she erie H
N o banter now, nd sniles - with quickcfed breath:
"0 quiock, Ancr:{nml ttis life - or denthin
Not Maud #lone = we henr anll Englond pleed:
"Ane ricn! this is nur time of needi"”
Our kinsnen, thesc, whosé woy of 1lifc, we know
Is like our wr'i' = Bpecch, faith, ideals - ona oh
They guanrd o citddel girt by the 4en
And fight »ur battle for Dencerncyl
Our kinsmen, you with osutstretched hand who wait,
God gront we help you ore it is too latel

LR R N R

There hos never becn o tine when the spirit
of 8%, George was moro neoeded ond never o tine
when it was nore in cvidence and nore resplendant
thon now. It was conparctively orsy on the tight
little island whon no elouds lowered ond no bombs
burst to enjoy the dolights of whot wrs truly
"Merry Englond", Today the joys of life that nnde
for nerrinont hove boen turned thrdugh no fault of
their own, into suffcring and 5rnnd. In this dnrk
hour, n2 one has hegpd fron Englond o renunciatiion
of it s aneient foith in the doctrines of the Ha%nn
Chartao, a hint of yioclding as their children fall
vietins to bombs hurled fron the dendly Stukos from
the sky,"or a surrender to Fenr, oven in the fhce
of derth, The bonbing hos sorved to stiffen thelr
rosolve to fight on, no natter what the cast,until
onco oghin they roy return to the delightful pths
af pooca,

S t. George, thc soldier who never lowerasd
his lance, is the pntron srint nore then ever of
Britoin todo_y, That excnplar, socrificed posi-
tions of hondr ond surrcndcred his high uamiaaimnn

when
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when his Bhperor denanded thet he recent hie faith
in C hrist. He suffered torture and cruelty, even °
gave up his life rather than renounce his religion,

This saint waa the inspiration of nohle sould
in the aixth’ century as he wes credited with work-
ing miracles, C hjuches were erected in nemory of
his Christian courage, and hé was lif ted to the
heights as the Dresgon Slayer. Knights in England
adopted the 1lisn of St. Gearge as their emblen,slg-
nifying their duty to their God and their asllegiance
to lbrds and lediss, Honor and religion, with the
glana® of chivolry, were the senctions of thelr ac-
tiona, As less rondntic ecnturles dawned, the spirit
of St., George was translatoed into the sublinest as-
piration of the noblcst of 'England: Felr Flay, Justice,
Honor, Couragae, Patriotisn, Theso were the standards
- thesc are the stondords - of The Royel Soclety of
St, George end of al) E nglishnen who uphold the
Christ, %aud lives of purlty, and ere strengthoned in
81l high resolves by tho light of the Cross,

Devotion to death, which goave 5t. George ilmmor-
telity, is not the possesalon of eny one people or '
eny one ol ime, It is tho inspiretio n of aoll evory=-
where who have been exrlted by the 1Tpeht thet brigt-
ened the nartyr poth to glory of S5t. Stephen ond 5%.
Goorgo.
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PERSONAL Mexico, Jume 6, 1941,

Deer Franklin:

Though far sway, end uneble to do anything
about it, I em disturbed by the strike situation
with its remifications., You have shown such 8ym=
pathy to workers and procured so many benafits
that I hope 211 will receive your suggestions and
earry them out.

Is there not some waey thet oen be devised by
which wages will automatically kesp pace with the
profits of concerns holding orders for mational de-
fence materials ? or with the increassed price
charged the Government by those helding contracts
Tor defense productions 7

If mpaAnufacturers meke more profits, the em-
ployers ought to give a proportionate inerease in
wages., Unless they do so, the employees are denled
their just rights, andiwe cannot expect them nd
to demand what is just,

1 observe that the Big Interests in North
Carclina, a®w well as in other States, have had their
lobbyists and spokesmen in Weshington opposing the
proposals of the Treasury Department for wist seams
to be a just measure of taxation to reach excess
profits. There are, of course, hogs in the ranks of
both employers and employees, but most men in both
camps are undoubtedly patriotic and wish te be fair
and just. The way should be found to reach such a
situati on without cessation of production.

I recall that in the spring end summer of 1917
somewhat the seme situation existed as troubles us
now, and the Council of Natiocnal Defense was s eeking
to compose differences snd prevent reduction of pre-
duction by trouble between labor and capidl, In
one discussion one of my cabinst colleagues gaid:
"No strike ought to be permitted and the Govermment

ought

The Honorable Franklin I, Roceevelt,
The White House, Washington, D, 0.




ought to outlaw them and punish those who advocate
striking." To t hat suggestion, Billy Wilson, Secre-
tary of Labor, r eplied: "I am opoosed to any swag

in production for national preparedness, but if there
is to be eny swag, leabor will demend its share.,”
Baker and I agreed with Wilson. We tried - not always
successfully - to prevent eny swag, but it was very
diffiouk.

I realize the difficulties when Congress is un-
willing to limit profits or to rau-:mE all over 4 per
cent as you muggested when I was in ashington, and
when s ome men on both sid es are selfish; but if an
automatic scale could be devised, there would be ne
stoppage of work or no injustice,

Public sentiment here by a great ma jority sup=-
Enrtu the position clearly set forth by President
vila Camacho last week,

My vife joins in warm regards to you end Mrs,
Roosevelt.

Feithfully yours,
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México, D. F., June 6, 1941
Personal

Dear Franklin:

In theese days I am sure you would 1like to have
“the bedily strength of a gladiator®, and to be able
to "drive out fear”, 1f 8o, according to the early
Azteoc dootors, there 1s a prescription to enable
people in public office to “fortify the human heaprt®
against the 1lls thaet assall men in public stations.
I am enclosing the prescription, taken from "The
Badianue Manuscoript" obtained from the Vatican Library.
If you cannot obtain these ingredients in the United
Btates, I will seek toc obtaln them here, if you have
faith in their remedial properties, You might show
this to Eleanor, as & matter of interest, not because
8he ever suffers from "weariness", Judging from her
activities, nobody thinks she needs any "medicamenta®
to fortify her spirit.

My

The Honorable

Franklin D. Roocsevelt,

The White House,
Washington, D. C.



My wife Joine in love to you both.
Falthfully yours,

Enclosure.
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From "The Bedianue Manuscript"
An Aztec Herbal of 1652
Introduction, translation and

annotations by
Emily Walcott Emmart

@8 and Flowers for the Fatigue of

[ nister vern-
~ mEnt and HEIHinE Fublic
OfTic

The bark of the guetzalylin tree, of the flowers
Eloxochitl, Jtqulixochlitl, of the almond with its frult,
Whieh 1s tlapaloacauatl, the flowers cacaloxochitl,
huscalxochitl, tlilxochitl, mecaxochitl, huepnacaztli,
and all good-smelling summer flowerse, the leaves of the

treee aylin, oyametl, oocotl, &axocotl, hecapahtli,
tlacoyzguixochitl, guauhyyauhtli, tomazquitl, auatl,
tepeylin, ayauhquahuitl and tepapagquiltiquahuitl,
Tlowering summer herbs with their 8tems, which you are

te gather early in the morning, before the winds arise,
are to be macersted in clear spring water, each by iteelf
in a new pot or vessel, and this for one day and one
night; then to them 1s to be added hultzquahuitl, a wood
of reddish sap, to stain them. Likewise the bloocd of
wild animale, namely, tlatlauhqui ocelotl, cuetlachtli,
miztll, ocotochtli, yztac ococelotl, E;!nouqylatl, ie to

be sought, so that the body may be annointed with it

together with the above-mentioned julces. In the second

place, precious stones, guetzalyztli, eztetl, tlah-

Salhuatzin, tetlahuitl, and white olay, and little pebbles

which are encountered in the stomache of the small birds

huexocanauhtli, huactli and Apopohtli, should be thrown

inte water, in which they should be left for one night

that their healthful juice may be drawn out, with which

the body should be frequently washed, Thirdly, it should be
saturated
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gaturated with both the brain and the bile of animals
tlatlauhqui ocelotl, yztac ocelotl, ouetlaohtli, miztli,
nnatuuhi}l, coyotl, and then with the brain, bille and

erushed bladder of the Jrtacepatl. 1Indeed, these
medicaments bestow the bodily etrength of a gladiator,
drive weariness far away, and, Tinally, drive cut fear
and fortify the human heart.

In addition, a leading man or any one else, who
wishes to obtain this rebullding of the body, should eat
the flesh of a white rabbit or of a white fox whelp,
either roasted or bolled.
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Seme 17, 194

EEREONAL AND QQueywewers,

Dear Chief:

I was indeed sorry to learn from your letter
of June 3 'Ihtumuuunrrﬁrm to forego
vacation plans for this period of theyear. I had
looked forward to seelng you as usual but, much as
I personally regret your deeision, I understand
lllr‘“ilili“::thtrﬂrluu_l %o remals in Mexioce
a 8 .

It was reassuriag to have {:: sstimate that
sentiment for collaboratiom in sphere solidarity
has beoome inereasingly n:rm among offielal and
other influential Mexlcans that thies sentiment
seems to be growing in the population of the gountry
as a whole. I read with satlsfaction the recent
statement of President Avila Camacho eXpress the

licy of his Government to collaborate with

ited Btates and the other American Republios im
their cormon defense and his strong remarks as to
Assuming responsibilities in the face of the
from totalitarian sources. Thank you for sending
me goples of the interesting corre enoe between
the President and Viecente Lombardo ledano. What=
ever Lombardo Toledano's motives in submitting the
questionnaire to President Avial Camacho as to the
policy of the Mexiean Government, I have moticed
that he has expressed complete satisfaction with the
President's reply. This would seem to supoort your
general impression of inoreasing unity im Mexioco.

With



DSTL QRTSL:

e R

0

Yy
P

With r to the question of

export eomntrol

and theseour of strategic and oritical materials
from Mexico, I am bs:ﬁl of resultes huﬂthi. to
séion

both Mexieo and the

ited Btates from the mi

of Mr. Walter Douglas, im representation of the
Federal Loan Agency, iruh the valuable assistance

whieh, I am sure, your staff and Mr.
him. I feel confi

Boal will give

dent that these and other matters

based on cug-nt.tu between the two countries will

be worked ou
of theocuts problems seem oa
ment in the excellent atmosphere

and I truet that at progress can
ing months on

in & mutually helpful manner.

le of sebtle-
oh you describe
be made in com=

questions as the oil controverdy,

ooation of international waters and thefinal

settlement of oclalims.
Nazl sotivities of the various

t the other Amerigan

your
Yen us much concern. Jam glad to

sorte mentioned
Republios have
have your report

t our officiale are receiving the cooperation of

Mexicam officlals in following subve

The matter of replacing undesirable

Eii?t activities.
erman agents of

American business by more sultable representatives
has also come in for much attention here and I am
pleased that 1t seems to be well in hand so far as
the situation in Nexieo is concerned.

Your summary of conditlones in Mexieco 1s most

encouraging to me.

Lre
b=t tert-Tegerds to you and Mrs. Daniels

from Eleanor and me,

. ery sincerely yours,
{A’ ;,_,_-5_‘(".?’_/. L'.;'r /‘-3;1'_.41.#"..,--&4-1_._

Fe

" ’
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1941

My dear Mr. President:

In acoordance with your directive of June 10, 1941
there is enclosed a drafted reply to the letter
Ambassador Daniels sent to you on June 3, 1941 with
reference to the present general situation in Hexlco.

Ambadsador Danlels' letter to you and its enolo-
Bure are re ed herewlth.

Falthfully w%\
Enclosure:

1. From Ambassador Daniels
June 3, 1941, with
enclosure.

2. Drafted reply.

The President,
The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY
FOR MY SIGNATURE.

F. D. R.

Letter to the Presldent
from Ambassador Daniels, dated
June 3, 1941, with enclosure.




‘México, D, F., June 3, 1941

Personal

Dear Franklin:

Nearly every year I have taken my vacation about
this time so I could eee you and attend Chapel Hill
commencement. However, thie year it seemed to me that
duty compelled me to remain &t my poet in these dAifficult
days.

I keep in close touch with the Presldent and the
Minlster for Forelgn Affairs and other officials, as well
as with influential Mexlcans not in offiolal positions,
and I am glad to tell you that in these circles the
sentiment le increasingly etrong agailnst the Nazis, and
in favor of collaboration to carry out the letter and
8pirit of the Panama and Havana agreements for continental
eolidarity., This sentiment has steadily grown in the
country at large, and in the matter of export control,
ehipping, the production of rubber and quinine, and
other tropical and semi-troplecal products, our experts

find
The Honorable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,

The White House,
Washington, D, C.
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find the beat cooperation from Mexican officials. The
Presa, betiler than ever, 18 in line with the polioy of
the Government.

Nazi and anti-American sentiment exists to some
extent, but is carried on under-ground, and seldom shows
iteelf on the surface. The American officiale here are
alert and keep posted as to such sctivities. The Mexican
Beoret service, not as efficlent as that in the United
Btltﬂll is active and furnishes us information of any
subversive proleocts or agencies. Before the war broke
out in Eurcpe & large percentage of business houses and
manufacturers had Germans as thelr representatives here.
Qur Commercial Attache has devoted his office to
ascertailning their sympathles. As a result, in cooperation
with Washington, & number of such German representatives
have been replaced by Americans, who, after the war, will
wish to sell American products here as we believe German
agentes would be lnclined to replace American products
with articles made in Germany.

Recently Vioente Lombardoc Toledano, head of a
Pan American labor organization, addressed a letter,
which wae published in the press, asking President
Avila Camacho some direct inquiries ms to the polioy of
the Mexican Government. The Lombardo Toledano letter

appeared
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appeared one day and the President's answer was
printed the next day. Whether the inquiries were prompted
by friendly or erltical reasons 18 an open question here,
At any rate, the answer of the Presldent, generally
approved by the press and the people, shows that the
Mexican Government, while upholding ite sovereignty, is
committed to the policy of continental solidarity, and
againet the plane of the totalltarlan governments.
I talk frequently with the Foreign Minister, and hils
attitude along these lines 18 all that could be desired.

You have doubtless seen an extract from the Lombardo
Toledano-Avila Camacho correspondence, but thinking you
might like to have the full correspondence, I have caused
it to be translated and a copy 18 enclosed. Of course,
coplea are beilng forwarded in the pouch to the Department
of Btate.

You are in my mind and heart alwaye, and I pray that
you may have divine guldance in these tragic days.

My wife Joins in love to you and Eleanor.

Affectionately,

Enclosure:



Enolosure to Despateh No dated June 3
‘ﬂ— the American hhul;' at Mexiso City). b S

s g

MERJCO'S INTEGRITY :EMAINS INTACT

Ehall not Turm Over Control to a Foreign Country
The First te of the blic Answers
hhirlr.ngl‘.m
HAS NOT MADE A EINGLE SECRET PAOT

The "erks for the Improvements of our Defense
Measures chall be Carried Out by

The basie ta of the answer givem by the President
ummma. Manuel Avila s %o the guestion-

naire made by Vicente Lembardo Toledano, President of the
Oonfederation of Torkers of Latin Amerieas, regarding Mexieo's
tion oen the problems brought about by the European war, are
as follows!
Thare is not a ssoret agreament exist batween
Mexico end the United Eta of North imerieca. o~

Mexico has not ceded and shall mever cede to amy foreign
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The resclutions approved the ublies of the "estern
mﬁlmw-&-m&mﬂ‘hn:hir-tm
mmummmm; were they mot based,
mm.-m.mhu autonomy the nations whish

hnlrll-nnniﬂmmurh bean the re-
dustion of our markets. .

The problem of the lagk of means of commnicatioms whioh
m-t.Hu mmm-egupmmmu-1mu
part, with utilization of vessels of belligerent nations
wnuﬂ“tmnfu-mm..mamm

The exaot text of the amswer of the Chief of the Natiom to
Lie. Lembardo Toledano, is as follows:

M‘- D.l'“ w lﬂ,l‘lﬁl.

Er. Lie, Visente Lombarde Toledano,
Fresident of the
Confederation of “orkers of Latin Amerioca,
:‘II-t‘IIn No. "“

¥

nmmmnmmmm ressed
a desire to know what is Mexico's position on the Aifferen pre-
bleme created the war, so as to inform the which in-

te the tion of Workers of Latin ime s and through

erganization, all the peoples of the New Torld.

I‘lhﬂ“mﬁﬂmtﬁtlmﬂ“rﬂrr at
e tcEatnuamy pothetas on,o¢ 1he, grestest corses beklnt {2 "
o ]
hulrmr within or cutside Hrﬂtrr'r ite action
oan hmmummhﬂlﬁnﬂn—
whieh pecple of the country amd the working elasses of the

s might have,

The line of condust which Mexieo has outlined for itself
AT e s e ey s,
o ] ratic of na

o0t to the rights emanating from the uill.:h-
muu of nations) ‘::lﬂni- that . hmtﬂ.ﬂ{l et
or loeal m a 1-. L ]
g amd H the colleotive security of nationsj

all measures to plase above vielemoe., It
only natural that be affeoted the
m-i:ﬁm.hﬂuaumm-zmht
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m that its cause is the

is in tion that should

be given to Pan-imerican eollaboratiom, for i1t is not inspired

in any selfish feeling, but in a generous desire for the spiri-

muuﬁlhr,m-l-ﬂnmu-nlmmmtr
man.,

In the light of these faots, the seope of which is mot
restrioted to a H#ﬁid“ntﬂlﬂ.ﬂl,
but to the ty of thelir evolutien, sotual problems show
their true = and the replies whish I am about to give
to the guestions which pom put to me, shall elearly show that the
actual positiom of Mexico is but a logical result of its olear
and honest belief im internatiomal fratermity.

Bo as to be more exmot I axamine the sub
to whieh you refer, ihlui:“lllr hmﬂ;

1. There does not exist a single secret t between
mummmmmmurimm. u"Immu-

considera of the Mexiean e, Moreover, the international

aotivi ‘:«-ﬂmt that hr"{:hu-llm

“m‘: tion that not immediately receive
widest most complete publieity.

2, Mexico has not ceded and shall not cede to forelign
wmmuﬁde’rﬂﬂiﬁm for
mild mum“nrh:tit “fﬁ “.::
onoe ntnl'mm have great
in stating that Mo Government has N 0w b

t for Ame us te the defense of our
B T i ot T L R
an on N
m-wm—ur“nm , We would be sinning
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measures whish will insure

miL

port of natiemal public opinien, the
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tumumuuuh-nmmmumm.

10. The resolutions roved the Hepublies of the
in connee :-ﬂu‘i_mmm

ﬁﬁ-.
wul:.:ht defense would is ::m :ttg- neoessit u’r e
‘gutm o our Eﬁg}-‘ﬂha the Saneous detare
nination of our Gevermments, I‘lmﬂlhlbua:‘mm
mtnu-m-rm-mmnu an a would be
lﬂlill“-r!m-lllﬂlt.ilm ves from a
possible attask from abroad, our sovereipgnty would be unduly
restrioted, mtﬂmhnmmi,nﬂnqrnllpmm
ions 1 not

Lt S T S
.“;_‘1 wll . ing -nlr, ﬁh h

1l. Ome of the es of the war has been
the rodseiion or ous mmrvetry T bebinse e Thok oF et 1betin
wihioh tnmtﬂ-lumtlulmuﬂuil-nnmn

portunity of imereasing its tions
fyimrisen fomirion: | Dy Govarmedas or e Topurite
a a2 O avo
o= with of the Continent,
In &h comneotion, the er Counoil of Cormerce--
er-seoretarial
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Enclosure lo, -
1981, 'rren the AmmrToee tuey ot xextS, A0,

104l, from the
SOURCE: EL lﬁ!ﬂ!ﬂl{.
PULL TRANSIATION OF NEWS ARTICR E:rxu'%ny:

QUESTIONS PUT T0O THE PRESIDENT
BY THE CONFEDERATION OF WORKTRS
OF LATIN AMERICA

"Confederation of Workers of Latin America - Madere T4 -
Mexleo, Ds P, = Offlce of the President,

"General Manuel Avila Camacho, President of the Hepublie,
National P .
"Mr, President:
"The ene=les of the Mexlean Revolution full

Irullur-ul.ni the working classes of our sister nations
I hmra.ﬂlmmtrhtlwhu,h e
tha rﬁl- h:m’::::t- ‘rth war, and thznﬂhrm"hh-

organization, m-ummima.

agreemonts or mots exist botween
:hhr.n—hd::lummmmsnh-m g,
mlﬂllﬂ- M—mn— war
1 which you have not informed the Mexican people? .4

'“.n.l-mmmtormmw



part of its natlional terri to the United States of
h;lll for tha l:rtlhlhhun ef naval b:.:;:. air fields,

or for other uses & military nature, e r through pure
chase, rental, or transitory possession? Should this not
have come about, as you have stated clearly and categorically
en different ccomsions, is there any obligation om the part
of the Oovernment of Mexico to make any future cession of
national territery for the ses desoribed above, when

new problems present themselves?
'mn“ml-htmudﬂamumt“

Hexlso have in mind the construction it has to

Mhﬂﬂmtluumﬂuumltmi s such

as the of art in certain ports, as we as
mﬁwm_ntnf different amms of the Republic's

mﬂﬂn.s-mhm-.m%h
recent Pan American conferences bind Mexico to go
th-nml.t- mhhtﬂn in the colle ctive mction of the coun-

Bt v o Bosh, 0 M0 Mmoo b e e I
a
mﬂ.mn:? Dﬁl:qahﬁ;, rvendé In the problems of

-mummﬁ-ummmsm-#m-m
hnlmmmhpm“r;-rth;lﬂ. would Mexieo in turn
then adopt a similer a tude w;pjn“m
and 1ts alllies? ’

bind
against any fore wuum.mthmm
!lhnh t for the sovere of each, in
mh- respoc .l.ntr "

mnnmn-mmumtﬂnm ven
eonsideration to intensifying its commercial intmuﬁ!ic with
the countries of Latin America, as the markets outside of

Amerioa
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America have been considerably redused not only for Mexice
but for our sister nations?
"QUESTION No. 12 - Does the Government of Mexieo

to use the recently seised boats for commerce with Cen
and South America?t

I hope Mre. President, that will 1 ving
mtnthn ﬂmﬁoﬂn{:mmw
queations,

(Tr oRWA-KE
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DEFARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
July 28, 1941
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

In accordance with your memorandum of July 25,
1941 tranemitting a letter of July 18 addressed to you
by Ambaegsador Daniels at Mexico City, there 1s enclosed
for your conslderation a draft reply to Ambassador
Daniels.

Ambagsador Daniele' letter and its enclosure are
returned herewith.

Ennluiuru:

l. To the Honorable ‘
Joesephue Daniels.
2. From the Honorable
Josephus Daniels,
J 18, with
enclogure.




I Vs ThyicoRldu

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 25, 1941,
MEMORANDUM FOR
SUMNER WELLES:

For preparation of reply.
"Dear Chief"™,

Fu.D«Res

Ltr to the President from Ambassador Josephus
Daniels, Mexico, 7/18/41; encl a private and
confidential memc by Dr, Stanley Jones of

conversations regarding possible peace between
Japan and “hina.

T

-
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__-!R. WENLES

PERSONAL Mexico, July 18, 1941

Dear Franklin:

Dr. Stanley Jones, one of the greatest preach-
ers in the world, has beem in Mexico attending a
religious gathering of more than five hundred reli-
gious leaders, mostly from Mexico and the Unit ed
States. You know his histery. As a young Metho-
dist preacher he went as a missionary to India
where he has made a place as the leader of American
missionaries. A few years age he declined to a ccept
the office of Bishep to which he had been elected,
saying his eall was to preach the ‘#ospel in India.
He knows that country es no other preacher, Hi long
residence in Asia has made him familiar with condi=-
ticns in Chine and Jepan and he is deeply interes-
ted in seeing the war between these two countries
brought te a close, as all of us are.

Talking with Dr. Jones Yesterday, he told me
of recent conversations he had had with Dr. Miae,
Secretary of the National Council of China, end Dr,
EKagawa, a wellsknown author of Jepan, regarding a
possible basis for peace between China and Japan;
he became convinced that the situation may be ripe
for the United States to mediate between the twe
countries. He said that "it appears to be the one
possible door to peace in the world situation,” and
added: "If it begins there it maey spread,"

I know that your mmart's desire is to see an
end of the tragic wars and would welcome an oppor-
tunity te bring about an honorable Peace, Because
of this Tem enclod ng for your confidential reading
the lzemnrandm which Dr. Jones prepared at my re-
guest.

I am not femiliar enough with the intermational
situation, or the possible influence of the persons
quoted by Dr. Jonmes, to give advice., T wish I knew

nce

The Hohorable Eranklin D.Roosevelt,
The White Hpuse, Washingten, D.C.
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more of the inside situation in those countries., I
ém passing on this memorandum from a great goul, a
friend of long stand nﬁ.f for such consideration es
®nditions in the Fer Zast may justify. I pray daily
that you may find a wey to lead the world to Deace
and permanent ending of war,

In your last letter you expressed the hope that
my health was good and I was "not working too hard,."
48 to the first, I was never so well as now., As to
the second, though I give mysels freely to my duties
here, when I think of the heavy burden you bear and
strain upon time end mind amd heart, I f eel that in
camparison I am almost only a part-time worker.

My wife joins in love to you and Eleanor,
Affectionately yours .

W

Enclosure,
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xr Memorandum of Conversations Regarding

Possible Peace Between Japan and Chins

In informel conversations between Dr. Miao, Secretary
of the Netional Thristien Council of China, and Dr. Kagawa,
well-known author of Japan, regarding a Poesible basis for
peace between China and Japan, I found the following:

1. They both agree tht the time is ripe for & considera-

tion of & possible peace if a basis could be found,

Th!??ﬂath speaking individuslly, of course, and were not re-

presenting in any way enyone offieially. But each thought

that he was expressing the opinions of =& large number in

::dnh country and possibly on some points the official atti-
e,

2, Dr., Kagawa said that he thought Jeapan was prepared
to make peace on the baesis of four poimg:

a. The recognition of Menchukuo,

b. The suppression of Communism in China.

¢. The aliminutiuninr anti-Japenese agitetion in
China.

d. The recognition of the territoriel and politi-
eal integrity of Chine by Japan.

He suggested that there might be other peints raised
by some, such as (a) a creation of a joint d efense sys tem
in Mongelis against Russian Communism, (b) the part of
Ste nghal under Jespanese control, (e¢) a concession between
Hongkong and Indo-China for immigration. But these were
subsidiary -- the four points above were the main bases of
peace from the Japanese viewpoint.

Dr. Mieso said thet if the intention of the peace be-
tween Chine end Japan is that Japen's hends may be freed
to carry out sggressive intentions elsewhere, then the

eace would not be & real peace, China wants real peace,
ﬁu said that if China could gt two things nailed down she
would be prepared to neg ti ate the rest:

8. The territorial and political integrity and
sovereignty of China,

b. The recognition of Chang Kei Shek as the head
of Gl'dn!;

If these two things were agreed upon, China would
feel that there is a besis on which peace could be con-
sidered, not that she recognizes that the other points
raised are necessarily legitimate, but they might be made
subjects for negotiation, Dr. Miao suggested, for in-
stance, that some agreement might be worked out for Jjoint

control of Manchuria,
1t
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It will be noted that there is one area of agree-
ment between the two suggesti ons, mmely the territor-
ial end political integrity of China. This is important
for this area of agreement is not a marginel matter, it
is central,

As to the recognition of Chang Kel Shek, Dr. Kagawa
thought it might be brought about in time, but Japan's
face would have to be saved in the ma tter, for Vang
Ching Wei had been recognized. He thm ght it might be
possible to solve the matter if Wang Ching Weil shaild
agree to give away to thang Kai Shek for the sake of
peace and the unifying of China, Dr., Maio thought that
Wang Ching Wei would have to give way entirely and tm t
there could be no place for him in the government after
what he had done. Dr. Bagawa said that the recognitien
of Chang Kai Shek is not impossible as many Japanese
considered him as a great man, Both egreed that peace
could be scarcely hoped for if Chang Kal Shek were left
out , for he represents China in a way that no one else
dml-

It was suggested by Dr. Kagawa that if I want to
get the official wiewpoint it might be well for me to
see the Jepanese Ambassador, Accordingly, I endeavored
to see both the Japanese Ambassador and the Chinese Am-
bassader during a short visit to Washington, The Chin-
ese Ambassador was absent speaking at the University of
Michigan and the Jepanese Ambassador was tied up with
engagements and ecould not give me the time during the
period at my disposal, But the Japanese Minister in-
vited me to see him instead, Apparently the Jamnese
Minister is the diplomatic advisor to the Ambassador,

I made it plein to the Minister that I did not re-
present anything official, thet I was only there in
the ®apacity of one who desiredto see these two nations
come together on & just basis, and that it was also
clear that the opinias I was interpeeting from Dr. Miao
and Dr. Ksgawa were entirely unofficial and were elici-
ted by my own initiative, In other words, they did not
raise the matter with me -- I raised it with them, I
also suggested that I knew the Minister's situati on eg
a8 diplomatic officiel and that he need not give anything
on the matters raised, but thet I wa 14 put the mat ter
befare him and he could comment on it or not, and I
would understand, After I had pla ced the conversations
I had before him, he replied that he would comment on
the matter, but in an unofficial capacity.

He said that Dr, Kagawa left out one important
point, nemely, the economic coBperation of Japan and
China. When I asked if the economic codperation meant

the
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the political dominance of the country by economie
control, as many Chinese ang others thought 1t would,

he rcplind that it need not necessarily mean this, He
fur ther stated that although the territorial ang politi-
cal integrity of China was not Specifically stated in
the govermment statements regarding a besis or Peace,

it was implied in the other three proints, because these
points inferreq g Sovereign end independent China, He
8lso added that the gove roment of Jepan had stated that
there would be no indemnities ang no territory demanded
of China, This, too, he said implied the political and
territorial integrity or China,

He suggested that Jgan would desire a joint defense
in Mongolie ang North Chine &ggeinst possible Russian
aggression in these Sections, When I bointed out that
in the mindg of the Chinese this planting of Japanege

point about the territorial ang politigal integrity or
China, he replied tie t on the face of it it would, and
that the demang might seem tp baharuh, but in interna-

fense of territory,

In regard to the recognition ofr Chang Kei Shek as
the head of China, he stated that the Jepanese govern-
ment recognized Wang Ching Wei because he was willing
to accept Japan's basis of copperation end that ir
Chang Kai Shek would be willing to do so then Japan
would not mind who it was at the Ie ad of the Z0Vernment ,

It seems to me that this lert open the possibility
of Yapan's recognition of Cheng £ei Shek ir g new basis
could be worled out which the latter could escecept,

At the close o my talk one thing seemed to be in-
tact in both vimvpuints, namely, the territorial anq Do~
litical integrity or China, of course, there was the
Possibility or this being threatened by the Propem al orf
Joint ection ip North Chins and Mongolia., But on the
W ole 1% Pemained, There was also the Po_ssibility or
the recognition ot Cla ng Kai Shelk under certsin Mditims
== conditions held by both sides, It was not ruled out,

When I came tothe point or the possible mediation
of the Uniteg States to bring pesce in the Far Bast,
I again urged on the Minister that he need not answar
if he did not 8ee fit, He replied tlmt he would camment ,
not as giving an official but a Personal view, that ir
my suggestiong meent that Ameriss Was to interfere in
the ¥Fer & agt and try to impose her own terms, them the
Teply is, Wo. But if she should offer her geoq offices
to help China end Japan to settle thefr own dirrgrenuu.

thﬂn, !'.'ﬂ'i
When
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When I esked if I might express the substance
of our conversations to anyone of my friends who might
be in & position to pass it on to those who would be
in a position to do something, he revlied that I might,
provided it wee understood that el 1 of these opinions
were simply explorative and were perscnal and private
and not offieiel, He added that the world must have
peace and that America is in & position to help toward
peace, When 1 suggested if Americe offered her good
offices to help bring pesce between Chins and Japan it
might kmean that she would thereby be led to straighten
out her own differences with Japen, he agreed.

It seems therefore that the situation may be ripe
for America to mediete between China and Jepan. It ap-
pears to be the one possible deor to peace in the
world situation. if it begins there it may spread,

E. STANLEY JONES
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[COPY 1 FEs MHP)

July 23, 1941

Dear Johnt

I referred your letters of July 11, 1941 to me end
to the Fresident and their enclosurse in regard to the
m!tlm‘x :.f .mn&; u:::t}m wttmt.;. ﬂnnm:t“u the
conflie tween na o a
officers of the Department rﬂtw ulwl—tn.

We have studlRd with care the eontente of your let-
ters and of Dr. Jones' memorandum, and we are very ’hl
%o have the benefit of your views and those of Dr. Jones
who is well-known to the artment. The various points
and oonsiderations mentioned in Dr, Jones' memorandum
have been brought to our attention frem time to time
from various turhnudnhn-bunl.umkmw
them oconstantly in mind. In addition to the broad general
faotors mentioned in Dr. Jones' memorandum, the De t
must take into mocount the fundamental ut{umul poliolies
of the various nations noncerned, espeolally as manifested
in the aote of those nations and in the statements of
responsible offlolals thersef.

In past public statements and utteranees by Japa-
nese officlals there has been considerable is
placed on terms similar to those referred to in Dr, Jones'
“th-““t_ l: t:u nmnttu I.tngu h.l'wll:-gﬂ

contents of the agreements whl the Japanese arn-
ment has made with the régime of ¥, Ching-wei at
afford some gonerete indication of the nature of
the settlement with China whioh the Japanese Government
hes thus far had in mind,

This Oovernment has dur Mtﬂulhlnﬂnn'
mnm-nmtﬁlmhvu-tm
thlrnt l:mnlﬂl'“ﬁiu.:‘lq‘lll‘ n:::- in
regard to international relations are
ulmnntummm‘umntm-

country believes.
Bhoula

The Honorable
John ¥, Verys,
House of Representatives.
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8houla feel, in the light of the fore
comment th.r;n -du still lﬁ. to disouss m:'ub-
Joot with an appropriate offiser of the Department. sueh

an offiger will be glad at time at your convenience
to place himself at your uan.

If Dr. Jones should have ocoasion to visit Washi
ton, officers the Department would welcome an ty
to see him and obtain the benefits through personal
eonversation of his observations and views.

Bincerely yours,

Degn G, Acheson
Assistant Beoretary
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EEFARTMENTOFSTATEd
WASHINGTON

August 8, 1941
My dear Mr. President:

In compliance with your directions of August 1,
1941, I enclose a draft of reply which Fou may desire
to send to Ambassador Daniels' letter of July 25, 1941.

For your information I also enclose a copy of my
reply to the commnication which Ambassador Daniels
addreassed to me, also on July 25.

I think we are making satisfactory progress in the
negotiations with Mexico. There still remain some Aif-
flcultles to be worked out, of which the outstanding
relates to the oll controversy., Within the next few
days, I hope to send you, for your approval, the defi=-
nite text of the proposal for settlement of the petroleum
problem,

It would be particularly helpful were the settle-
ment of a number of the outstanding problems to be
reached before September 1 since Mexico apparently 1s

moat
The President,
The White House.
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most anxious that the negotiations be expedited and
slnce the Prosident of Mexlco would be afforded more
definite grounds for friendly references to the United
States than would otherwlse be the case, It may be asald
that the Department will do everything 1t possibly can

to expedite the otlations to a successful conclusion.
1 ly yours,
d & J/Lj

Encloasures:

l. Draft of reply to
Ambassador Daniels.

2. Copy of my reply to
Ambassador Daniels.

S« Letter from Ambassador
Daniels, with enclosure.
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AIR MATL

August 8, 1941

PERSONAL AND COWPYSmwm—.

l:'dllrlr-m

sadorg

I deeply appreciate your letter of July 25, 1941
which I read with great interest. 3

I sincerely hope that before September 1 we shall

have reached agre
the various matte

ement with the Mexican Government on
rs which are the subject of the current

negotiations., In this event, and I may say that the
Department is doing all it can to dite the negotia-

tions to a satisf
Mexico w11, of &
mt of his apddre

actory conclusion, President of
ourse, have ample material for that
88 on September 1 which relates to

relations between M co and the United States.

In the event

that negotiations have not been brought

to a successful conclusion by that time, 1t will doubt-

leas ltﬂd,l be tl;:
being made and

able to say this
Mexican Congress,

case that satisfactory progress is
@ President, if he so desires, will be
in his address upon the opening of the

It seems likely that within the next two weeks we
shall have a better idea of when the negotiations on most

nall then webte"

the desire of the

::-r: are thrthto be nognl':d-d. 8
you again on the important matter of
President of Mexico to be in a position to

discuss these negotiations in his address on September 1.

S8incerely yours,

Eumner Walles

The Honorable
Josephus Daniels
Americen Ambassador,

ﬂ.-ﬂ" D.Fe.
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Dear Chief:

I find your letter of July 26 mlnlu' a
Sopy of your letter of the same h’:l to Mr. Welles,
very interesting and helpful,

Department of State is knzmlzit:;g-u

The
of the 8 of the present nego
nﬂum‘mthnm!'lhnmtm
ment will be reached on a number of these matters in
suffioient time to permit reference to them the
President of Mexloo im his address to the
Gongress on September 1, 1941, Af this 1¢ hie desire.

Mr. I-u-: hrm-ti:':hn he will -r“l.:- nm
about one wee ce fegarding 8
i,:‘ tl?umunm.

Very sineerely yours,

The Honorable
Josephus Daniels,
Ameriesn Ambassador,
Méxiee, D.F.



Mexico, July 25, 1941.
PERSONAL AND WAy

Dear Frankling

Knowing your deep interest in everything that looks
to strengthening and undergilr the Good Nelghbor polley,
I am enclosing herewlth a copy of a letter I am sending
to Acting Secretary Welles.

The Camacho government has been coBperative and Nazl
efforts have been smashed when discovered and sentiment
for coBperation with us and other Pan American countries
to prevent penetration by foreign lsms or guns on the
Western Hemlaphere has grownes

The negotiations sbout important pending questions
have been andare being considered in Washingtom. I
venture to hope that the earnest request of Mr. Fadilla
may be complied with.

I think of you and the difficult and important de-
cisions you must make in this traglc era and pray that
you may be glven wisdom equal to your courage.

My wife joins me in love to you and Eleanor.

Affectionately,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, Ds Ce



Mexico, July 25, 1941.

Dear Mr. Secretary!

Upon my regular call on the Fore Minister yesterday,
Mr. Padilla said that shortly the Pres lntnutg:uu
his message which he will deliver in person as=-
sembling of Congress here on the first of September. These
annual messages the President are expected to deal with
achievements of yoar that is t and include recom=
mendations to carry out the pollicles presented. This year
it will deal not only with domestic conocerns, but also
international matters. As much has been ﬁinhi about
relations between Mexice and the United States, which have

rated in Pan American solidarity and defense of the
Wes Hemisphere, the President is very desirous of
be able to assure his peo that agreements have been
re with reference to matters which have been under
negotiation between the two countries for some months.

Mr. Padillla said it was rtant that President
Avila Camacho should be in a position in his message to
report conorete conclusions had been reached the nego=
tiators. I am conveying this to you, as I told him I
would do, with the hope that the earnest desire for
ments may be realized. From time to time the papers
carried stories from Washington that progress was be
made by the negotiators and that m--un would be
ly reached. I am not unaware of difficulties of reache
L o et o ey S in. gecuins oot of

8 ou
the war, it would have the best reaction here if in his
message President Camacho should be able to assure Congress
th:mhulm#m“-wu-thumm
ae .

Iam






.1// )'];L,;(l:.#},';;l.,

4 L

A,
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 1, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR
HON. BUMNER WELLES

To prepare reply.

F. D. R.

Enclosures

Letter from Hon., Josephus Daniels, Mexico, D.F¥.,
7/26/41 to the Pre 1ident, enclosing copy of his
letter of 7/25/41 to Under Secretary Welles,

in re strengthening and undergirding the Good
Neighbor Policy.
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Mexico, September 8, 1941

Dear Franklin:

My wife was truly grieved when the news reached us
of the death of your Mother. Both of us held her in a
close place in our hearts and cherished a friendship,
which was very dear to us. I can sympathize truly with
you, for my own Mother died at the age of eighty-seven
and I have never been able to recover the sense of my
loss. I find myself often, when something concerns me
very much, saying to myself "I must write Mother - it
will interest her™, only to recall poignantly that she
is no longer with me to give love and wise counsel.

I am sure you have always felt that you could Bay
of yourself:

"Happy he with such a Mother! faith in

womankind

Beats with his blood, and trust in all
things high

Comes easy to him; and tho' he trip and
fall,

He shall not bind his soul with clay™
I have no doubt her spirit will be with you and
her wise counsel will be treasured and give you strength
even though she is not at your side.

My wife joins in love and tender sympathy to all who

loved your dear Mother, %

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Hyde Park,
New York, New York.
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Mexico, September 12, 194l.
PERSONAL.

Dear Franklin:

I am very glad you permlitted Colller to print your
defense of your course in reforming the Supreme Court.
The dead hand of precedent has been lald upon progress,
not only by members of the Supreme Court of the United
States, but by like judges in some of the States. EE
own State has not always been exempt. My first bre
with high judicial offiecers after I became an editor
in Raleigh was when I vigorously criticized the majority
members of the Supreme Court because they held tha
where the Constitution had two provisions, one requiring
four months school and the other limiting the rete of
taxation, the latter provision was held to be paramount,
thus glving property rights precedence over just taxa-
tion for the educatlon of the people. The result was
to deny schools to the children. I predicted that the
dissenting opinion of the court would one day mrevall,
and within ten years, after changes in the court, that
very thing happened. If this interests qu, the matter
1s briefly told on pages 323 and 324 of "Tar Heel Editor".
Iru;Erantina of selecting corporation lawyers for Federal
c Judges should interest you, I relate an incldent
in the Cleveland administration that 1s illuminating
thet came under my observation. It is told on page 33
of "Editor in Pollties". It is largely because of such
reciprocity in recommendations that the Federal bench
was too often packed with lawyers who saw only the slde
of property. For a long period no lawyer of liberal
and humanitarian views, with a few exceptions, could
aspire to appointment. Theodore Roosevelt gzave us Holmes,
Woodrow Wilson gave us Brandels. It was Borah who forced
Cardoza on Hoover. It is a world's wonder that reactlonary
Coolldge appointed Stone. I am sure "the Puritan In
Babylon" would not have let his regard for a college mdp
have caused him to appoint Stone if he had imagined the
present Chlef Justlce would become a liberal.

You,

The President,
The White House,
Washington, Ds Ce
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You, of course, have cbaerved how the reactlionary
columnists and editors have selzed upon your defense of
the Court fight to lambast you, stressing that in the
present emergency you ought not to present the argument
that justified removing the jam which prevented the
carrying out of New Deal policles. They support you in
national defense and are seeking at the same time to
undermine your power to strengthen defense. Of course
there are those who were against us in 1933-40 who are
moved by patriotie purposes, but many who support your
forelgn policies are hoping and planning for such under=
mining as will make history repeat itself, to wlt that,
as after Wilson, the reactitnaries will again obtain
control of government. And we must not, even in this
grave situation, be too confident that by the use of
money and the promise of the moon they may not succeed.
It would be a tragedy unspeakable 1f, taking advantage
of their present course of standing by freedom of the
seas, they were getting a strangle-hold as Penrose
Lodge, Brandagee and others obtained after the Wurla
War . The publication of your Supreme Court article
shows that you are resolved not to lose the gains won

over the opposltion.

I expect to be in Washington about the 28th or
20th and am looking forward to seeing you. My wife
has not been so well and I wish Worth to see her and
give her such treatment as she may need. She joins in
love to you and Eleanor.

Affectionately,

Joran bt
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DIVISION OF PROTOCOL ir}ﬁfj
September 19, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON

I am returning herewith the telegram of condo-
lence which Ambassador Daniels sent to the President,
together with a letter dated September 11 from Mr.
Daniels, in the belief that in view of the close associa-
tlon & more appropriate note could be sent from the White
House than an official acknowledgment through the Depart-
ment.

Mr, Daniels left Mexico for the United States on
September 16, so I assume that he will be here within a
few days.

With reference to the letter which Mr. Daniels
addressed to the President, I am making an appropriate
acknowledgment to the note which the Hungarian Minister
addressed to Mr. Daniels, together with the card which
was left upon Mr. Daniels by the former French Minister

to Mexico.
George T. Summerlin
—
Enclosures:

Original telegram and
letter from Ambassador Josephus Daniels.
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Department of State

Mexlco, September 11, 1941,
PERSONAL.

Dear Franklin:

When the new Hungar ian Minister, Mr. Georges de
Ghika, called on me today he left the enclosed letter
which I thought you would be glad to see.

I am also enclosing a card from the former French
Minister and his wife. .

The feeling of sympathy for you in your bereave=
ment ls general among the members of the Diplomatiec
Corps and others in Mexico.

With affectionate rega ds,

Sincerely yours,

e

The President,
The White House,
Washlngton, De C.
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- THE FAMILY YOU KNOW IN THE AFFECTIONATE ESTEEM WE HELD
YOUR BELOVED MOTHER AND THAT WE SORROW WITH You=

Iow ¥ Prrg, JOSEPHUS DANIELSw
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R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

ARADID CORPORATION OF AMEPICA SENVICE

ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U S CITIES — TO SHIPS AT SEA
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RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON. D. C.. AT 20 PlSrioNDKRD TiME
W1 RW MEXICO 227 MEXCOVT 19 2130 :

P<sE 1M oo £

EXCELNTISIMO SENOR FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

PRESIDENTE DE LOS ESTADOS UMIDOS DE AMERICA

WASHINGTONDC

AGRADEZCO PROFUNDAMENTE A VUESTRA EXCELENCIA EL AMABLE MENSAJE DE FELICITACION

JUE SE SIRVIO ENVIARME CON MOTIVO DE LA CELEBRACION DE ‘fiﬁﬂgf':'\?”f'-'-E'._:m

i (ol s o AL 2 YWATAT i ERIE . g | ERDL Gdﬁs‘ .
DE MEXICO ASI COMO LOS VOTOS QUE TIENE A BIEN FORMULAR S A FROSPERIDAD

pi -

DEL PUEELO MEXICANC STOP COMO VUESTRA EXCELENCIA LD EXPRESA!

LAS RELACIONES QUE EXISTEN L £}

¥ 1Y

To_securs prompi action on inguiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the offi 14
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RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

A BAMMO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN !MFORTANT U S CITIES =— TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D. C.. AT—______STANDARD TIME
W1 RW 2/50

ENTRE MUESTRAS DOS MACIONES PONEN FELIZMENT

DE RELIEVE EN LAS ACTUALES
CIRCUNSTANCIAS DEL MUNDO EL SINCERO DESED DE COOPERACION QUE INSPIRA
A MEXICO Y A LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS EN SU COMUN AFAN DE ROBUSTECER POR

TODOS LOS MEDIOS POSIBLES LA SOLIDARIDAD DEMOCRATICA DE LAS AMERICAS

EN DEFEMSA DE LOS ID

mi

Al o
H_E-:.-J

To _secure prompl action on inguiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be pressnted at the ofMce of
T.l.pl'lﬂﬂl: National 2600 H.OA COMMUNICATIONS Ing Tn telephone inguirtes quote the number ]are?ed'mx the ;!lm of Tn:;m.
Form 11IWK—TD 117

.



RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A RANO COAPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPORTANT U. 5 CITIES — TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON, D. C., AT__________STANDARD TIME

W1 RW 3/50

DE JUSTICIA Y DE LIBERTAD QUE CONSTITUYEN EL PATRIMONIO TUTELAR LE NUESTRAS
REPUBL ICAS STOP ME COMPLAZCO EM CORRESPONDER A LOS SENTIMIEN 0S MANIFESTADOS

FPOR VUESTRA EXCELENCIA AL REFERIRSE A LA VOLUNTAD DE ARMONIA ¥ UE ENTENDIMIENTO
QUE CARACTERIZA AL GOBIERND DE MEXICO EXPRESANUOLE POR M| PARTE QUE M1

PAIS APRECIA DEBIDAMENTE

To_secure prompt actlon on Inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the office of
TI'IP'IGI'II: National 2600 R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. Inc. In ielephone Inguiries quote the nimber Dl"h!rdmg 3% 8 the eios of
Ferm 1ITWN—TD 137



RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS. INC.

ABANMD COAPOQATION OF AMER ICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD —- BETWEEN IMFORTANT U. S CITIES — TO SHIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON. D.C..AT________ 5 TAHn.tn__:: TIME
W1 RW 4/50 2
EL ESPIRITU DE COOPERACION AMISTOSA QUE ANIMA A LA ADMINISTRACION
NORTEAMER ICANA EN LA APLICACION DE LA POLITICA DE BUENA VECINDAD TAN
SABIAMENTE INICIADA Y WANTENIDA POR VUESTRA EXCELENCIA STOP SEGURO DE QUE
ESTA POLITICA DE CORDIAL Y RECIPROCA COMPRENSION SERA LA BASE MAS FIRME PARA

EL DESARROLLO Y EL BIENESTAR

To_secure prompt sotlon on inguiries, this criginal RADIOGRAM should be pressnted at the offl i
Tlllpl'lﬂl'l-l: National 2600 RCA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In lelephone Th-;uiriﬂ quote the number chpnd.l.nl the pluu'ur mTL.ﬁ.
Form VLPWH—TD 137



RADIOGRAM
R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A RADID CORPODATION OF AMEDRICA SERVICE
TO ALL THE WORLD — BETWEEN IMPFPORTANT U. 5 CITIES

= TO S5HIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE.. WASHINGTON, D. C., AT STANDARD TIME
W1 Rw 5/27

DE NUESTROS PAISES, HAGO, A MI VEZ LOS MEJORES VOTOS POR LA VENTURA
PERSONAL DE WUESTRA EXCELENCIA Y POR LA GRANDEZA DEL PUEBLO LE LOS
ESTADOS UNIDOS

MANUEL AVILA CAMACHO PRESIDENTE DE MEXICO

To secure prompt actiom on inquirtes, this or inn]l RADIOGRAM should be pressnted at th affice of
T.I‘Phn‘n.: H'ﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂ' 2‘“ R.C.A. COMMUNICATIONS, Jnl:i- In lelnph-:mrrlr.qnllh-a quote the h':qmbrr pfq--?-.-dlung the :|-|u-:ur arigin
Form 117WN-—TD 157



Respectfully referred to the De-
partment of State for immediate trans-
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September 20, 1941 12:56 P.M. Q)L‘-

Wl RW MEXICO 227 MEXGOVT 19 2130
His Excellency

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the
United States of America,
Washington, D. C.

I thank Your Excellency deeply for the kind message
of fellcitation which you were good enough to send me
on the occasion of the celebration of the independence

of Mexloco, as well as the wishes whlch you were good

enough to express for tne prosperity of the Mexlean people.

As Your Excellency fitly expresses it, the relations
existing between our two natlons fortunately cause to
gtand out, amidst the present circumsetances, the sincere
desire for cooperation which inspires Mexleco and the
United States in their common eagerness to strengthen

by all poseiple means the democratic solidarity of the
Americas in defense of the ideals of Jjustlce and liberty
which conetitute the tutelary patrimony of our Republlcs.
1 take pleasure in replying to the gentiments expressed
by tour Excellency in referring to the wieh for harmony
and understanding that characterizes the Government of
Mexico, and I declare for my part that my country duly

appreciates
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appreciates the spirit of friendly cooperation which
animates the Amerlcan administration in the application
of the good neighbor policy eo wisely begun and main-
tained by Your Excellenoy. Feeling certaln that tnis
policy of cordial and reciprocal understanding will be
the firmest basis for the development and well belng

of our countries, I in turn expreas best wlshes for
Your Excellency's personal welfare and for the greatness
of the people of the United States.

Manuel Avila Camacho
President of Mexico.

TR:JWP: JLW



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 30, 1941.

Dear Franklin:

It is with sincere regret that I am impelled by
family reasons to tender my resignation as your
Ambassador to Mexico to which diplomatic post you did
me the honor to appoint me in March 1933. The physi-
elans of my wife advise that her health will not Jjusti-
fy her continuance in the responsible though agreeable
duties whieh devolve upon the wife of the Ambassador to
Mexico. And no one knows better than you that I cannot
carry on without her.

It gives us both a sense of the deepest regret
to sever the delightful relatlions with friends in the
Mexican Government, colleagues in the diplomatie corps
of which I am dean, members of our Embassy staff and
many Mexlcan and other friends with whom our assocla-
tions have been so pleasant that we will ever cherish
them. During our stay in Mexleco we have been the
rec¢ipients of the most graclous hospltality.

When you did me the honor to nominate me to the post
I am now relinquishing, I went to Mexlico animated by
a single purpose: to incarnate your poliey of the Good
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Nelghbor. My constant aim has been to truly interpret
the friendship of our country to our nearest southern
nelghbors. I have visited all parts of the republic as
a Good Will Ambassador, never asking anything for any
of my countrymen except what our country extends to
Mexicans sojourning in the United States. I am glad to
report to you that from the day of assuming the duties
I have found cordial reciprocation of the sentiment of
friendship expressed in your inaugural address.

In laying down the duties, I need not assure you
of my appreciation for the opportunity of serving our
country in this important post. I know alsoc that I
need not tell you of my happiness in having been a part
of your administration which has been distinguished by
its devotion to the common weal, and which has, in con-
Junction with the other twenty Pan-Ameriean republics,
secured cuntiﬁantal solidarity. I am happy to tell you
that the relations between Mexico and the United States
are on the most sincerely friendly basis in their history
and that both are firmly united to prevent any infil-
tration of alien isms or forces on this hemisphere from
any quarter.

In the great tasks that lie ahead, I will be

e ————————
el T b e



happy, with voice and pen and in any other way that
cpens, to give any aid in carrying out the great poli-
cies for which your administration has won world

approval,

Affectionately yours,

W

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.



and .
I know that you will mies s and
m-::n in l-‘nnu :13 and I ti.uunk mfm realise
own feelings no ving my GL..
part of the Administration,



I hope, therefore, that 1t will be agreeable
Af I do not accept your resignation until you have
returned from a short visit Mexieo and eompleted
such leave as may be due you,

With my affectionate regards $o you both, I am

As ever yours,

FAANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

Honorable Jos 8 Danlels,
United Btates Ambassador to Mexieo,
Mexieo City, Mexioco,

(delivered by hand to the Ambassador at the Hay Adams)
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Per  Nupes M:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 21. 1941 .

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

The enclosures were brought %o
me by Ambassador Danlels the other
day and, as the Ambassador says,
the Mexiocan Government is reall
conoerned by the delay in the oil
matter. :

I suppose this requires an
answer. Will you be good enough
to prepare one for me?

I do hope we cam hurry it up.

Fo Ds Re

Letter to the President from
President Camacho dated Nov. 7,
1941 with translation.

=41



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 7, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMTIRAL STARK

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND
RETURN FOR MY FILES.

F. D. R,

e~ ’Z’T '“", W




AIR MAIL, PSF- el

EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Mexico, November L, 1941,

Dear Franklin:

Recalling our conversation touching on Magdalena Bay,
when I reeched here I asked Commander Andrew Crinkley,
Asslstant Naval Attachd end Assistant Neval Attachf for
Alr, who had recently visited the Magdalena Bay area, to
give me some information about it, He has made a study
of 1t and taken some photographs, I am enclosin you his
letter with the photographs, knowing that they will ine
terest you,

I hope to see you next week., Feople here received
me very cordlally end the President was particularly
grateful for your cordial message,

My love to you and to Eleanor,

Affectionately,

. 'gz{!rl |

p=4 |

drertusntonity

The Honorable
Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.



AMERICAN EMBASSY
OFFICE OF THE NAVAL ATTAGHE
HENICD CITY. MEXICO

W - i

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library

The Honorable, nEBLRPS EF' En

fmbassador Josephus Daniels,
American Embassy, I]ﬁ[] LHED §200.9 (gﬁym}'

!I?hiﬂﬂ, D, ?-
Date- 57 *?/tf’r

Siguature- (/7] A

I have the honor to report the following observations

Sir:

and opinions upon an inspection of the Mexican Nayal Base

in the Magdalena Bay nrea;

On 2 October 1941 the MNaval Attaché for Air of the
American Tmbassy (Mexieco), flew to Magdalena Bay, B.C.,
forthe purpose of observing the Mexican Naval develop-
ment in that vieinity.

Nothing was evident of note, or new construction
in Magdalena Bay, and the visit waa directed to the
Mexican Naval Base on Isla Margarita, whiech lies be-
twean Mapdalena Bay and the connecting bay, Almejas
Bay.

A landing was made at the Naval airport, Thia
airport, one mile east of the Naval Base, has cne very
long, ecrushed, packed oyster-shell runway, and ancther
similar cross runway nearing completion, Transport
planes and fighting planes could use the fisld very well,
There i3 not a hangar or other facilities at the airport.

A Mexican Naval officer met the U, 3. Wavy party
et the airport with an sutomobile. The visiting party
was received at the Administration Building by the
Commandant, Commodore Mario Rodriguez and his officers,
After a short conversation, an invitation was extended
to inspect the Basa.
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Housea for about 400 people have been built at the Rase,
A pler, to receive ships, of destroyer class, has been built,
A plant for Aiastilling fresh water was bullt, but has not
cparated, an? the large stesl tank i3 being filled with fresh
water from the cne sole well en the islend, This well is
about 5 miles west of the Base., At present, water is trans-
ported in drums aboard m Ford truck. Iron pipe has been
racaived to connect tha well and the Naval Base,

Two Mexicen naval ships were anchored off the Base., Cme
of & amall cruiser type and a coast puard cutter. The captain
of the cruiser stated that the Bay afforde? excellent anchorage
and unlimited deap water for arrivins and departing. This is
confirmed by the photographs taken upon leaving the airport,

The big problam at ths Bay is fresh water, ss rain
scarcely ever falls; cnoe a ysar, is unusual. Consequently,
nothing eatable grows on the TYsland and the sols source of
froesh water i{s the one shallow well.

Tha fellowing items of interest were noted at the Fayml
Base, as of possible use by the U. S5, Wavy, in the avent asuch
a situation should develop:

A landing field 13 available, sufficient for an airoraft
carrier group. The beach i3 sultable for seaplane oparation
and ramps oould be gquickly btullt to take seaplanea out of the
water. The Bay afforda good anchorage for soaplanes,

Three larga tanks are avallable for fuel oil or gasocline,
and one lerge tank available for fresh water. A distilling
plant has been provided, and although ocut of order Aue to
btroken parts, 1t could be placed in operatinz condition.

A machine shop is available, A radio station 1s also
availeble with a reasonable amount of radioc apparstus. An
Mministration Puilding and sevaral houssa suitahle for offi-
eor'a guarters, and many houses suitable for laborers are
available.

Although it was not possibls to make an accurate sstimate

m‘ the anchorage for shipa, the water appear=d to be sufficlent
in depth and fres from cbstacles to aeccommodats the U, 9. Fleet.

HH”,?;E photographs of the laval Base snd vieinity accompany thia
aettar.
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—i—errriiclantial .

A stratecie summary of Magdalana Bay i3 contained in the
Yonozraph on Méxisco, 1940, ONI 58. Prom this sumanry it is
apparent that Almejas Bay could be protected from enamv sub=
marines by a submarine net across the narrow channal connecbing
Yagdalena Bay and Almej=s Bay,

The Yaval Base i3 equippad with a light and power gsystan
from a Diesel power plant, Tt was inoperative due to & broken
part, which had been shipped to Mexieo City for repair, The
Bage i3 also equipped with o water system. The Commandant's
home had m» modern bathroom with all eonvenisnces,

The fommandant stated that higs rrineipal difficulty in
enlarging the Base waz tha lack of monsy. Ha had an exten-
sive building program but was retarded by the shortage of
material and funds with which to acquirs material.

Respeetfully,

W

A, Crinkley
« B

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library Commander, U.S.N,,
Asaigtent M 1 Attaché &
DECLASSIFIED s o e A

ol B 52009 (9/37/88)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

THE SECRETARY

May 30, 1942
MEXICAN DECLARATION OF WAR

Mr. Finley telephoned from Hexico dity et 5:45
this afterncon stating that at 2345 (4:45 Washington
tlme) the Mexlcan Senate voted unanimously in faver of
a daclaratinn.uf war against the Axis powera. The Senate
then recessed and wlill meet later this afterncon to vote
on & decree suspending certaln of the constitutional
guarantees.

Mre Finley sald that according to the best informa=-
tion he can secure the declaration of war will not become
officlal until published in the Diarlo 0ficial which
cannot be done untlil Monday. It is, however, possible
that In a broadecast to the natlon tomorrow the President
will proclaim the declaration of war.

The Embassy wlll follow closely and will telephone

the Watch Officer any developmentse.

George H. Winters

RA$GHW MG 15858 'ij:(
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May 30, 1942
HIS EXCELLENCY 1
GUNERAL MANUEL AVILA CAMACHO,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES,
MEXICO, D.P., (MEXICO)

I have been Informed that the United Mexlcan States
has made formal declaration of war on Germany, Italy,
and Japan, thereby taldng up a battle position alongside
other freedom~loving nations which have been the aubject
of eriminal sggression by these cncnles of human libertles.
Mexico, too, became the victim of unprovoked attack and
Mexico hes, in charscteristicelly resolute and virile
fashlon, answered this challenge to its dignity and
liberty. Once again the Axls tyrants have woefully erred
in their aporalsal of the temper of a free nation.

The people of the United States share with me the
honor of welcoming Mexlco to that community of natlons
united in fighting for the preservation of freedom and
democracy. At the same time, I extend to you on their
behalf thelr deepest sympathy to the famllies of your
countrymen who have slready given thelr lives for our
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common cause, B:mvioturxtndthtnu we make of it

we shall consecrate the memory of their supreme sacrifice,
I take this opportunity to send JOU my warm personal

Tegards. and my appreciation of your many and valuable con-

tributions to our common cause,

Franklin D. Roosevelt

-
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 1
WASHINGTON

da

T e

Cetober 5, 1842

My dear Mr. President:

The letter addressed to You by the President of
Mexico tranemitted to me with your memorandum of
September 30 requires no reply inasmuch ag this com-
munication 1s & reply by President Avila Camacho to
your letter to him of September 10.

I am consequently returning the papers sent to
me with your memorandum of September 30 herewith for
your files.

Believe me

aitgfully yours,

Enc.

The President,
The White House,
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JOINT MEXICAN-UNITED STATES
DEFENSE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

September 22, 1942.

My dear Mr. lcIntyre:

ilhen returning from a recent offirial visit to
Mexico City, I was entrusted by President Camacho with the
delivery of the enclosed letter to PFresident Roosevelt. An
English text is also enclosed.

President Camacho also sent by me a Mexican machine
gun as a gift to President Roosevelt. The Mexicans take con-
giderable pride in this gun because it is of Mexican desipn
and manufacture and has proven itself an effective weapon. As
per your telephone suggestion, I shall hold this gun until the
return of the President and his instructions for its disposition. -

Sincerely yours,

Enel.
Ltr. fr. President Camacho.

Mr. Marvin H. MelIntyrs,

The White House.
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Mexico, D. F.
Septesber 17, 1942

His Excellency Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presldent of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. President:

Through the courtesy of Lieutenant General Stanley D.
Embick, I was pleased to receive your kind letter of September
10th, snd the cordial congratulatory message which you were good
encugh to send on the cccasion of the celebration of Mexican
Independence reached me yesterday.

As was foreseen, in view of the close relatiomship
which now exists between our peoples at war, the visit of the
members of the Joint Mexican-United States Defense Commission
has served to strengthen the bonds of solidarity, affection and
understanding which unite the commanders &nd officers of our two
armies.

It has been a real pleasure to me to kmow and to deal
with Lieutensnt General Embick &s well as Vice Admiral Johnson
and their assistants, and, as I expressed whem I inaugurated the
efforts of the Commission in this Capital during the meeting which
took plece this efterncon, I em sure that their efforts, oriented
by & sense of mutual understanding and of real cooperation, will
be extremely useful in coordinating the military efforts of Mexico
end the United States of America.

The fact that the viasit of these distinguished represent—
atives of the armed forces of the United States has coincided with
our national holidsy, has spurely afforded them an opportunity to
observe the enthusiasm with which our people have dedicated them-
gselves to defending the honor of the country and to fighting for
the liberty of our hemisphere. In this struggle, it affords us
deep satisfaction to be side by side with that great democracy,
which finds in you an interpreter so genuine and & President of
such patriotic and humsn vision.

Very grateful for your expressions of congratulation for
my country, I, im turn, offer a fervent wish for the triumph of our
common ceuse, end with deep personal regards, I am

Very sincerely,

M. AVILA CAMACHO
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México,D.F., septiembre 17 de 1942.

Bxcelent{simo Sefior Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Presidente de los Bstados Unidos de América,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Muy estimado Sefior Presidente:

Por el atento conducto del sefior
Teniente General Stanley D. Embick tuve el gusto de
recibir su amable carta del 10 del actual y ayer me
fué trasmitido el cordial mensaje de felicitacién
que se sirvid usted dirigirme con motivo de la celg
bracién de la Independencia de México.

Como era de preverse, dada la es
trecha relacién de nuestros pueblos en rra, la
vieita de los miembros de la Comisidn México-Nortea
mericana de Defensa Conjunta ha venido a robustecer
los vinculos de solidaridad, de afecto y de compren
sién que unen a los jefes y a los oficiales de nues
tros dos Bjérecitos.

He tenido verdadero placer en cg
nocer vy tratar tanto al Teniente General Hmbick co-
mo al Vicealmirante Jolmson y a sus demds colabora-
dores y, segun expresé al inaugurar los trabajos de
la Comisidn en esta capital, durante la sesidn que
efectud hoy por la tarde, estoy seguroc de que sus
actividades -orientadas dentro de un sentido de re
efproco aprecio y de real cooperacién- serdn en ex
tremo dtiles para coordinar los esfuerzos militares
de México y de los Estados Unidos de América.

Bl hecho de que el viaje de ea-
tos distinguidos representantes de las armas nortea
mericanas haya coincidido con nuestra fieasta nacio-
nal les habrd permitido advertir el entusiasmo con
que toda la poblacién se ha unificado para defender
el honor del pafs y luchar por la libertad de nues-
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tro Hemisferio, en una contienda en que nos inspi-
ra viva satisfaccién el estar al lado de esa gran
democracia que halla en usted un intérprete tan ge
nuino y un Presidente de vieidén tan patridtica y
tan humana,

Muy reconocido per sus palabras
de congratulacidén para mi pafs, hago a mi vez los
me jores votos por el triunfo de la causa comin que
hemos abrazado y, con mis sentimientos de honda es
timacién personal, me repito de usted muy sincera-

T Metd4
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Bxcelent{simo Sefior

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Presidente de los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica,
WASHINGTON, D. C,

P' ﬂ. i‘- G‘
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