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MEMORANDUM

During a long conversation with the President
of Mexico yesterday afternocon prior to my departure
for Washington tomorrow, ia his home at Los Pinos,
the President spoke in terms of the greatest admi-
ration and affection of President Roosevelt. He in-
dicated clearly that in his opinion the hopes not
only of the United States and of Mexico and all the
Americas, but also of the rest of the world, were
centered in him and his wise and sound policies, He
spoke of the President in terms of great affeotion
and he asked that when I saw the Presldent on my
arrival in Weshington I would convey to him his af-
fectionate greetings of respect and admiration, amnd
say that he had a great desire, and had had for
some time, to know him, He realized that it was
very difficult for the President to absent himself
from his duties and to make any trips whatever, but
he hoped that before the #nd of the war, or certainly
with the end of the war, the Presideat, at the moment
he would find opportune, would visit Mexico. Such
a visit would give him great personal satisfaction
and would have a great effect in Mexico, He wishad
me to say to the President that a great psychologi-
cal change had taken place among the Mexican people,
whose sentiments towards the United States had very
rapldly end very radically changed, and that he
would find here an enthusiastic and most friemdly
reception, The President said that such a visit
would consolidate in a most marked way the ohanged
relationships between Mexico and the United States
= relationships which would have to be ever more
close on the basis of the most complete mutual co=-
operation in every field.

Parenthetically, the President sald that he
had himself a great desire to visit the United
Btates and President Roosevelt, but he belleved
that in this case it would serve every purpose bet-
ter if President Roosevelt were to visit Mexico be-
fore he himself visited the United States., The af-
fect in every way of such a visit would be more
marked, not only in the two countries but through-
out the world.

Mexico, January 1L, 1943.
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AMERICAN EMBASSY

Moxico DWF
Jen Iy, 1945,

My dear Franklin,
My secretary has gone and I am trying to type a sort of
letter tojyou,
Helen and I are off for Verasruz in the moraing and I want t-is to reach

you before Mr. Messersmith gets to Washington.

Onthis survey of the Mexiean ronds I heve cover-d almost the
entire country.
The gist of the metter is Mexioco is bullding roads everywhere except
, on the line of the Pan American Highway,
The possible resson for this is that we have not made representetions,
through our Bubessy here, ofsa positive nature to the effeet that we want the

Road oomploted.

I feel sure you want this road as much es I do, so when you
see the Ambassader, wont you impress him with this idea?
Letters to him from the State D partment evidently have mot been olear
in this regard- in feot he tells me that some of them seem to convey the
idea that we would be satisfied to let the rosd problem rest till after thewar
Thisz attitude seems to permeate Mexico as well.
It h-s boen stated to me in the ‘mbassy that the Road is mot of §i ur ¢
strategic value.~ I em sure you kmow kkot this is not the cuse, for many

rensons.
My report, when it comes, will show that many roads of no strategical

valus are being built.
If any further advance to Mexico ocould be held up wntil this report has &
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has been recelved, perhaps some beneficial trade to the bemefit uf the Pan
American Highway might result.
Now for the "gossip= off the record"j= -- More Helen's activities than mine.
She has lunched with Mrs lessersmjth and sat next to Md., Lupesem, and
on Christmas we dined at the ®mbnssy, and Carol took her in to dimnmer.
She reports both wery humen end charming= and the King very clever and
good to talk with.
Mexico seems full of olebrities.
While follo ing & ne road up the Pacifie, at Aeapulec, we ran into “rrol
Flynn, hiding from the lime light with a fitend in & littleinn there.
He was goggling fish, by the way- a rather sporting thing to do, as the
fish seemed to heve as much chance as he, and sometimes more, depending on
the gize of the fish.
Just between ourselves, Flynn shdjhis English friend, Me Evoy,
seaned very decent modest chapsi
Leila Beleno, husband and children are here and finally settled in an
house = well, but having the servant trouble that scems to have resched evan

this country.

Referring again td the Messersmiths. It seems to be th. general
opinion that the Ambassador is doing a good job, From my observation it is a
cne man's job., He seems to carry th e whole load himself.
Mre Messersmith entertains delightfully, without apm remt effort,
and if cver the time comes when she ha: to fend for herself I am sure she

would mekec s most admirable instructor in teaching diplomsts how to intertainl
Helen says, if you wish, when she gets back to "ashington next

month, she will give you all the "low dovm" of the celebrities et ale herel

For Heaven's sake, dont forget to tell Messersmith we want the roadl

Believe me,




THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE L}
WASHINGTON "

March 11, 1543
_—
My dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of George Messer-
smith'e report, made to me under date of March 6, of
his conversation with the President and Foreign Min-
ister of Mexlico regarding your visit to that country.
A8 you will see, the President of Mexico 1s enthusi-
astlec about the prospect of your visit and about the
general plans you have suggeeted. He also makes cer-
taln specific suggestions for your consideration.

Will you let me know what your wishes may be with
regard to these polnts, and I shall appreciate it if
you will aleo let me know whether you wish me to dis-
cuss the matter involving Henry Wallace with him for
you or whether you would prefer to do it personally.

Believe me

Fafl thi’\lly yours,
Ene. L_’ M[M’v

DECLABSIFIED
The Presldent, Btate Dept. -
The White House. By J. Scbaubie Date FEB 10 1972
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THE FOREIGN SE-VICE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Mexico, March 8, 1943

Dear Sumner:

I received your secret letter of March 2 with re-
gard to the Presldent's plans, on the afternoon of
Merch 3 just before I left to make my first call on
Padilla since my return on March 1. We naturally set
aside all the many things we had to talk about to dls-
cuss this matter of the President's vislit, and I gave
him the substance of your letter, making it clear that
for the present no one but the President of Mexico and
he should know anything about it. Needless to say,
Padilla was very happy and thought the plans proposed
in the letter were entirely feasible and would be ac-
ceptable to Presldent Avila Camacho. He sald the Presi-
dent would be tremendously pleased and happy when I
geve him thie message. I cannot express to you the
gatisfactlion which the proposed visit gave to Padllla,
who sald that it would be a transcendental and epoch-
making event in our relationships, the effect of which
on the Mexican populace would be beyond words.

He made the observation that he hoped you would be
sccompanying the President and I told him that I was
confident you would wish to come and that the Preslident
would wish you to accompany him; that I had raised this
point with you and you had sald you would of course be
only too happy to accompany President Roosevelt, 1f he
egked you to do so and if circumstances permitted. Padilla
strongly expressed the hope that you would be able to
accompany the Presldent.

Padilla said he would see the Presldent immedlately
end arrange for him to see me,

Although the President of Costa Rica ie here and
there are all sorts of things going on, the President
recelved me at Los Pinos yesterday, March §, and I conveyed

The Honorable Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.
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to him the substance of your letter. I cannot tell

you what gratification the message caused the President
&nd how deeply he was moved by the fact that President
Foosevelt will come to Monterrey first. He was of the
opinion that Monterrey would be the best place for the
meetling and he will of course be prepared to go to Corpus
Chrigtl. President Avila Camacho expressed himself as in
entire accord with the plans and quite understcod why
President Roosevelt could not come farther than Monterrey,
or stay longer. While the President sald that the plans
were qulte satlsfactory as proposed, and while he wighed
to fit himself entirely into President Roosevelt's plans,
he did wish to think the matter over for a few days himself.
He sald the visit had such a transcendental importance
that ite full effect must not be lost. It would be, he
sald, an epoch-making event in our relatlonships, the
full advantage of which would have to be avalled of in
the interest of both countries. He was looking forward
with great eagerness to realizing hils long-standing desire
to meet President Roosevelt, for whom he had thle great
admiration as & man and as a statesman and as a leader.
Aslde from this personal gatlsfaction, however, our two
countries in the present and in the future would have to
be bound by the strongest links and in the closest col-
laboration, and such a visit by President Roosevelt to
Mexican soll at a time like thie would have an effect
among the Mexican population beyond words, and the visit
would have to be used to the fullest advantage. This was
the phase of the matter to which he wished to give con-
slderatlon and he would communicate with me early next
week,

The President and Padilla fully realize the necessity
for complete secrecy, which I am sure they will maintain.
They will eventually, of course, have to take a few more
people into their confidence. The Preesident, however,
observed that as soon as President Roosevelt's train
entered Mexico and he arrived at Monterrey, his presence
in Mexico would of course be known, Just as 1t would be
known in the various places he would visit in the United
States on hls contemplated trip. The appropriate ar-
rangemente could be made that there should be no mention
in the press or over the telephone, radio, or telegraph -
but hie presence in Mexico would of course be known here.
The President sald that he understood fully the reasone
for secrecy on the grounds of security, and said that no
man's life was more precious in the world today than that
of President HRoosevelt. He hoped, however, that while the
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President was here it would be possible for them to
make some joint statement over the radio in Mexico from
Monterrey, intended for the Mexican people. I told him
I doubted whether thie would be feasible, and referred
to the Joint statement which you mentioned in your
letter, which would be made after they separated at
Corpus Christi. The President said he dld not wish to
abandon the i1dea, aes the vielt was so important for
Mexico and in our relationships that he hoped every way
would be found to utilize it to the greatest advantage
and maintain all measures of security.

The President said that there was one matter which

he would have to consider, and that was that he had to
%et authority from the Congrees to leave the country.

he Mexican Constitution, he was afraid, provided that

he could not leave the country without the permission of
Congress, and he did not have this. This was one reason
why he had not made some visits which he had been asked

to meke to other countries. I told the President I thought
he could get around this very readlly and without cresting
any speculation as to a trip to the United 8tates by ask-
ing the Permanent Commission of the Congress, which
functions during the recesses of that body, in a routine
way for permisslion to leave the country when and if he
might conslder it advisable. I said that as it is known
here that he has been asked to vlisit several countries, I
did not belleve this would arouse too great speculation

80 far as a possible vlislt to the United States was con-
cerned. The President sald he thought this was a good
idea whlch he appreciated my giving him and that he would
conelder thle matter in the next day or two. I personally
do not believe that the necessity for seeking this routine
authorizatlion from the Permanent Commission will raise any
difficulties or particular speculation, although one would
naturally have to expect some.

The President asked me to inform President Roosevelt
through you of his deep appreciation of these plans and of
his great gratitude. Whille the plans proposed were satis-
fectory and we could consider them as such, as to dates
#nd places, etc., he did wish to give certaln aspects his
conslderation in the next few days, when he would communi-
cate with me further., This ls juet a preliminary word to
eay that the plans for the President's trip can go for-
ward on the basls of your letter. I shall be in touch with
you early next week,
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While I think we muet realize that it is more dif-
ficult to follow the same procedure of secrecy with re-
gard to the President's trip which we are able to carry
through at home, I feel sure that the appropriate ar-
rangements can be made here to take the ssme procedure
here. I do not think thie need precccupy the President.

Just a word more to say that I think the garrying
through of this visit will go further to cement our re-
lationships and open the way for all sorts of things,
than anything which could poselbly be done.

And now for another matter which i1s delicate and
important. When I saw Padilla on March 3 on the above
matter, he sald he wished to spesk to me not as to the
Ambassador but as to a friend of the President and of
his, on a delicate question. The President had Just
had a letter from Caetillo Néjera, which he had shown
him. 1In this letter Castillo N£jera referred to the trip
which Vice President Wallace is making to several coun-
tries of the Americas. It seems that Mrs. Castillo
NdJers saw Mr, Wallace at some social §athering and
reproached him in what Padilla called "light conversa-
tion" for not visiting Mexico when he went to these
other countrles, The Vice President replied that he
would be very happy to go to Mexico too, but that he had
not been asked, Tt seems that this conversation t to
Quintanilla, who as you know has this close frien ship
with the Vice President, and Quintanilla became very much
interested and took up the matter with the Vice Presi-
dent, who sald that of course he would be glad to go to
Mexico if he were asked. The matter then came to the
attentlon of Castillo Nfjera, who I am sure is familiar
through you with the President's plans to make this trip
to Mexico, and who of course was not able to speak of this;
but in his letter to President Avila Camacho must have
indicated that in view of the President's trip to Mexico
one by the Vice President would not fit into the plcture
at this time. Padilla saild that of course under ordinary
circumstances the Mexican Government would be very glad
to receive Vice Presldent Wallace, who would always be a
welcome visltor here. But in the circumstances, he felt
that the Mexlcan Government could not invite him unless
1t were understood that the Vice President would not come.
He gave me the lmpression that in view of the situation
which had been created they would like to ask him to come
Af they had the assurance that, in view of the President's
visit, he would find a reason for not accepting.
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I told him I was in entire agreement that, in view
of President Roosevelt's plans respecting Mexico, the
Vice President should not include Mexico in his trip.

1 sald that I thought it was very likely that the Vice
President did not know of the President's plans respect-
ing Mexlco, aes the Preslident was keeping his plans with
regard to his trip through the United States and to

Mexlco among a very few people. I sald that I was sure
that if the Vice President knew the President was planning
to go to Mexico he would forget all about a trip to Mexlco
himself.

Padllla and I agreed, therefore, that the best pro-
cedure would be for me to give you the above information
which you could convey to the President -- the thought
being that the President would tell the Vice President
of the embarrassing situation in which the Mexlcan Gov-
ernment found itself, and say that while the Mexican
Government would ordinarily greatly welcome & vislt of
the Vice Presldent, in the circumstances if he (the Vice
Presldent) received an invitation from Mexlco he should
find a good reason for not accepting. Padilla gald
that when he had this knowledge that the President had
spoken to the Vice President about the matter and when
he (Padilla) knew that the Vice President would find an
adequate reason to refuse an invitation to come to Mexico,
an invitation could then be appropriately sent to the
Vice President - perhaps while he is in Chile or one of
those other countries - asking him to stop in Mexlco on
hies return trip; and the Vice President could then find a
convenlent reason to regret. I could see that the Presi-
dent and Padllla feel that they have been put into a posi-
tion where they must also send an invitation to the Vice
Presldent, but they do not feel his visit would be oppor-
tune at thls time when the President has these plans. I
told Padilla that I thought thie was the best way out that
I could see.

Padllla asked me to take up this matter with the
President and you extra-officially and not through the
Department, as they did not wish it to be a matter of
record and thought 1t better to keep 1t in this altogether
informal and personal channel. I assured him that I would
do this.

I am’'sorry to have to impose this phase of the matter
on the President and you, but I should appreciste your
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taking this up with him at the earliest opportunity

80 that you can send me word to the effect that the
Presldent has talked this over with the Vice President,
80 that Padilla may know that if an invitation 1s sent

to the Vice President to come here he will find an ap-
propriate uag of not accepting at this time. Padilla
sald he and President Avila Camacho wish me to emphasize
to Preslident Roosevelt and to you that of course in other
circumstances they would always be glad to receive the
honor of a visit from the Vice President,

With respect to this phase of the matter, I would
appreclate your sending me word at your early canvenlence
as_I think the situation created inadvertently by
Sefiora Castillo Nd Jera has embarrassed them here and
they do not wish to have any embarrassment or misunder-
standing so far as the Vice President is concerned.

With all good wishes,
Cordlally and falthfully yours,

GEORGE 8, MESSERSMITH
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

In regard to the letter from
Messersmith, I think it is all
right for tﬁc President of
Mexico to get authority to lecave
the country without in any way
announcing what direction he 1is

going in.

In regard to Vice President
Wallace, it is perfectly simple
for you to arrange to have
Wallace decline the invitation
on the ground that he has to
be back in Washington as quickly
as possible after his Chile trip
in order to preside over the

Senate.

F. D. R,
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 11, 1943
—

Dear Fa:

I am enclosing a copy of & letter I have recelved
from Ambassador Messersmith which is dated March 8,
and which 1s self-explanatory. I shall be grateful
1f you will find out what the President's wishes may
be with regard to the two points raised in this let=-

ter and let me know so that I may inform Messersmith

accordingly.
Belleve me
Yoyrs very sincerely,
ool £ A,
Enclosure

Maj or General Edwin M. Watson,
S8ecretary to the Presldent,
The White House.

DECLABSIFTED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

By J. Schaable pate_EEB L 972
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Mexico, March 8, 1943

Dear Sumner:

I have to refer further to your secret letter of
March 2 and my reply of March 6 with regard to the
President's visit. I saw Padilla at noon today, just
after he had had a long talk with President Avila
Camacho. He reiterated that the President 18 much
pleased and indeed very happy over these plans. The
President told him that the plans in principle were
entirely satisfactory to him.

Padilla sald that there were two points which had
to be considered: Under the Mexican Constitution the
President of Mexico cannot leave the country without
the authority of the Congress. This, Padilla says, will
be very simple because the authority can be secured from
the Congress without arousing any idea that the Presi-
dent 1s planning a trip to the United States or that
President Roosevelt could be comling here. President
Avila Cemacho has received several visits from other
Presidents during his term, and the President of Costa
Rica 1s here now. If, therefore, the President asks
for authority to make a visit outside of the country,
he can do so merely on the basis that he may be under
the necessity of returning some of these visits.

Padilla says, however, that there 1s a much more
important question which he has to go into, and that
is whether, under the Mexican Constitution, if the
President ialveu the country even for a few hours he
has to neme a substitute. Padilla says the Mexican
Constitution 1s very badly worded in this respect and
very unclear, and he was studying 1t at the request of
the President this afternoon. He sald that 1f 1t ap-
pears from the Constitution that the President would
have to name a substitute for such a brief absence, then
the President would almost find himself estopped fram
entering the United States at this time. For various

The Honorable Sumner Welles, reasons
Under Baurat:rg of State, DECLASSIFIED
'llhlnstﬂ‘ﬂ. D.C, Btate Depi. Letter, 1.11.72

By J. Schaubls Daute FEB 1"-' 13?2
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reasons which it is not necessary to go into here, but
which you will appreclate, 1t would be inconvenient for
the President at this time to name @ substitute. Padilla
says that 1f his study of the Constitution leads him to
the conclusion that the President would have to name a
substitute, then he 1s sure You would understand that
under these circumstances the President could not do
more than accompany President Roosevelt to the border.
Padllla says that the President is very anxious to s et
foot on our soll and actually to return this visit at
Corpus Christi, and you may be sure that they will make
every effort to find a solution. On the other hand, I
&m sure you will understend and the President will
understand that if 1t 1s necessary for President Avila
Camacho to name a substitute under the Constitution, he
could not do so at this time.

I do not believe this will cause any serious in-
convenlence, because I think if it turns out that the
President can accompany President Roosevelt only to the
border, an appropriate explanation can be made.

Padilla sald that he would like to inquire about
two polnts. He sald that they can find an appropriate
place in Monterrey for a dinner, either for a small
dinner, a medium-sized dinner, or a large one. He
would like to know what President Roosevelt wishes in
this respect. I think President Avila Camacho and
Padilla favor the idea of a medium or a larger dinner,
rather than just a dinner with half a dozen people.
Padilla said that President Roosevelt's presence in
Monterrey of course will be known. This eould not be
kept secret. Under these circumstances President Avila
Camacho feels that a medium sized dinner would be very
desirable, at which President Roosevelt could make a
brief speech. He would like to know what the Presi-
dent's wishes are with regard to the dinner and whether
he would be willing to make a short speech. PFPresident
Avila Camacho and Padillas hope very much that the Presi-
dent can do this,

Padllla also wishes to know President Roosevelt's
wishes with regard to the following: He said that of
course there would be no advance notice of the Presi-
dent's being in Monterrey. His arrival there would come
as a surprise to the people of the city. Once there,
however, his presence would be known. Padilla sald

that
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that the enthuslasm of the Monterrey populace would be
enormous and that 1t would be a great disappointment
for them not to see the President. They could of course
make all sppropriate arrangements by the placing of
troops, ete., completely to isoclate the Preslident; and
he thought 1t would be a splendid thing, as did Presi-
dent Avila Camacho, if President Roosevelt could show
himself from a balcony or in some way to the pecple of
Monterrey. I am incllned to think that thls can be
done. The Mexlcan police and military can be depended
upon to teke sll the securlty measures which are neces-
sary or desirable, and these could be worked out with
somecne whom you could eventually send down here to
talk over this matter with me and Padilla. The question
Padilla would like to have answered now 1a whether the
President would object to or find 1t inconvenient to
appear before the pecple of Monterrey. It would mean,
I suppose, his going cnto the balcony of the bullding
in which the dinner will be held. Fersonally I hope
the President may be able to accede to this, as 1t will
not cause too good an impression If he 1s kept away
from the people, and his appearing before the pecople
will have a tremendous effect all over Mexico.

So far as the press, cable and telephone arrange-
ments are concerned to bring about the necessary secrecy,
these can be made. The actual presence of the President
in Mexico and in Monterrey wlll of course be known Just
as 1t will be known in the various plants and cities
to which he goes.

I should appreclate your glving me a word with
regard to the two questions in this letter as soon as
you may convenlently be able te do so.

With all good wishes,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

G. 5. MESSERSMITH



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 16, 1943.

£l

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

Tell Messersmith I wholly
agree that a small dinner or a
medium sized one in Monterey
would be much the best.

In regard to showing my-
seltr before a crowd, I think
it will depend Ihnliy on the
physical problem and on the
approval of the Becret Bervice.
You might send for Mike Reilly,
the head of the White House
fecret Service Detail. I think
he is going to Monterey shortly
and perhaps he could try te
work something out.

F. D. R.
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 13, 1943

Dear Pag

I have received today a further letter from
George Messersmith with regard to the President's
visit to Mexico. I shall appreclate it 1f you will
let me know what the President's decision may be
with regard to the questions raised in the last two
paragraphs of this letter.

Believe me
YpursWery sincere

ety

Enclosure;
From George S. Messersmith,
March 11. 1943,

General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,

The White House.

Hpico otitin

&
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AMERICAN EMBASSY
Mexico, March 11, 1943

Dear Sumnerg

I have to refer to my secret letters of March &
and March 8 in reply to yours of March 2 with regard
to the President's visit, I saw Padllla late last
night at his request and he said that he had studied
the question of President Avila Camacho's departure
from Mexican soil. The constitution, he found from
study, made 1t necessary to ask the permission of the
Congress, but this would not present any difficulties.
Various visits had been made by other Presidents of the
American States to Mexlco, which the President of Mexico
would in due course have to return, and it would there-
fore not cause any comment were the President to ask
Congress for permission temporarily to absent himself
from Mexlican soll to pay visitas of courtesy when and 1if
the circumstances might make it desirable. He sald the
President of Costa Rica had just been here and as I
would have noted in the morning papers had made publicly
& very strong statement expressing the hope that the
President of Mexico would shortly visit Costa Rica.
Padilla said he did not believe, therefore, that the
request of the President to the Congress to leave Mexi-
can soll would create any undue speculation, and that
what there was would be directed towards other American
Republics than ourselves.

Padilla also sald that he had carefully studied
the provisions of the Constitution with regard to the
appointment of a substitute when the President left
Mexican soll. He was convinced, and was so advising the
President, that when the President left Mexlcan soil for
only a short period such as this contemplated for the
visit to Corpus Christi, he would not have to appolnt a
substitute. The appointment of a substitute was, in
his opinion, foreaseen by the Constitution in case of
slckness, incapacity, or absence over a period of time.
He felt sure that President Avila Camacho would accept
his interpretation of the Constitution in this sense.

The Honorable
Summer Welles,
Actlng Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Depe. Letter, 1.11.72

By J. Schauble Date FEE 10 B2
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Padilla said that of course if the Constitution did
require the appointment of a substitute for the President
in case of a short absence, the President would not for
the present be able to leave Mexlcan soil, as the appoint-
ment of a substitute would be inadvisable,

With respect to the stay at Monterrey, Padilla said
that he had been talking with the President and he and
the President both felt that President Roosevelt would not
wish any large dinner. He felt sure that President Roose~
velt would prefer a small dinner or a very medlum-sized
one, rather than a larger one. T told him that in this I
Was certain they were right but I had already taken this
up with you and the President and I would have a reply
ahortly.

Padilla however did say that he thought it would be
advisable for the President to show himself to the people
of Monterrey, and perhaps make some brief remarks to them.
He sald that of course the Freaident's arrival at Monterrey
would not be known and there would notbe a crowd on his
arrival; but his presence would become immediately known
and there would be a crowd and it would have a very good
effect 1f the President showed himself before his departure
and made some remarks. I said that I had also taken this
up with you and would be hearing from you in due course
and that I felt 1t was very advisable for President
Roosevelt to do this.

With all good wishes,
Cordially and faithfully yours,

G. S. MESSERSMITH



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

March 24, 1943

My dear Mr. President:

I have received today a confidential letter
from George Messersmlith dated March 22 which I be-
lieve you may wish to read over.

If there are any changes in the plans indicated
by Messersmith which you wish to have made, will
you let me know and I will then write him directly.

Believe me

Fag th¥ully yours,

Enc.

The President,
The White House.

DECLASSTFIRD
Btate Dept. Lotter, 11173

By J. Schauble pae FEB 11 1972



AMERICAN EMBASSY
Mexlco, March 22, 1943

—SEew—
Dear Sumner

With reference to our recent correspondence con-
cerning the visit of the Presldent to Mexlico, Mike Riley
arrived here on Thureday, following your telegram 381
of March 16, 10 p.m. We had a 1un§ talk the afternocon
of his arrival and I advised President Avila Camacho
that I wished to see him., I called on him Friday after-
noon at six o'clock and took Riley with me, as I wished
him to have an opportunity of seeing the President. I
had him present durlng the conversation with the Presl-
dent, but of course Rlley does not understand Spanish.

I told the President that President Rocsevelt's
plans with regard to arrival at Monterrey at 4 p.m. on
the 20th and leaving at 10 p.m. 8till stoocd and that
Riley was here to discuss with the officer whom he
might designate certaln questione of arrangements in
Monterrey bearing princlipally on security and comfort.
The President sald that he would designate Major Vifals,
who 1ls one of his personal asidee and who speaks English,
to remain in contact with Mr. Riley and to go with him
to Monterrey in order to look over the ground. He
said that he would give appropriate instructions to
Mg} or Vifiale Monday morning, March 22nd, and that the
Ma Jor would accompany Riley to Monterrey.

The President showed his extraordinary satisfac-
tion that the plans for the vislt are proceeding and
concerning his genuine pleasure there is no doubt. He
sald that the night before he had wished that I were
with him at a meeting at Bellas Artes during whieh Lom-
bardo Toledano made & speech and in which Lombardo made
reference to President Roosevelt. He gald that he had
never in Mexico seen such spontaneous and extracrdinary
enthusiasm as was shown by the large audience at the
mention of the President's name. e sald 1t was Jjust
another indlcation of the extraordinary manner in which
Presldent Roosevelt had won the regard and respect of
the Mexlcan people. He was very sorry that I had not
been there to wltness the spectacle with him.

The Honorable Bumner Welles DECLASSIFIED
Under Secretary of 8tate, - Btate Dept. Letter, 1-11.T@

Washington, D. C. e e FEB 11 1972
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The.President sald that he had been giving a
great deal of thought to President Roosevelt's visit,
He was a 1little hampered by the fact that I had told
him that no mentlion could be made of the Fresldent's
vislt to Monterrey in the Mexlcan prees, eto., untll
they released a Joint statement in Corpus Christi on
thelr arrival there. I told him that I was able to gilve
him a good pilece of news in thle connection, as
Mr. Rlley had been able to inform me that it was Presi-
dent Roosevelt's intention that his visit to Mexlco
should be known in Mexico and the United States once
he arrived at Monterrey. The President sald this would
greatly facilitate his plans and &t the same time would
make it more possible for the visilt te have 1ts full
effect.

The President went on to say that he is thinking
along theee lines: He assumed that Padllla and I would
be golng north ahead of time, elther together or
separately, to meet the President's traln and board it,
s0 that we would be on the train with the President when
he arrived in Monterrey. (I dlscussed this afterwards
with Mr. Rlley, who sald he was sure the President would
be qulte in accord with Padlilla's and my boarding the
train so as 'to be on it when it arrived in Monterrey.

I suggested to Riley that the train might be stopped at

a place previously determined upon Jjust after crossing
the frontier and beyond Nuevo Laredo, not in Nuevo

Laredo, and we could board the train.) The President

aaf% he would be at the station to meet President Roose-
velt., He could board the traln and have a brief talk
with the President, and then they would proceed together
to a place in the clty where a reviewlng stand would have
been erected. There would then be a defile before the

two Presidents of contingents of Mexlican troope and "large
numbers of Mexican school children." This latter, I may
say, 1s always a very important thing here in Mexico, =zs
they like to emphasize the civillan side of things and
bring in the school children. After such a review, which
would give a fine ocpportunlty for the people of Monterrey
to see the President, the President could then retire to
hie car or to a house which President Avila Camacho would
like to arrange for him in Monterrey for his comfort,

and then after a brief rest proceed to the place where

the dinner was to be held. After the dinner the President
could return to the car and proceed to Corpus Christi,

and President Avila Camacho would follow shortly thereafter
in hie own train.



-l

The President sald that if President Roosevelt
deslired to see a little bit of Monterrey, they could
take a short drive in an automoblle to various sections
of the clty before they proceeded to the reviewing
setand from the traln. This of course he would leave
to the President's discretion and wishes. I think
orobably President Roosevelt would wigh to do this, as
even a twenty-minute drive before they went to the re-
viewling stand would glve him an idea of the city, and I
think 1t would be a good thing.

8o far as the dinner 1s concerned, I told the Presi-
dent that a small or medium dinner would sult President
Roosevelt best. Riley, however, had told me that the
Presldent had svoken to him in terms of a "bancuet", I
therefore told the President that anything that he would
wish to do in the form of a dinner, which would not be
too large, would be acceptable to President Roosevelt.
The President sald that he was thinking of using Presi-
dent Roosevelt's trip to the greatest possible advantage
in the interest of both countries and he thought it would
be well to have a dinner of some 50 to 60 persons., I
told the Preddent I was quite sure this would be acceptable.

The Presldent sald that so far as the arrangements
for President Roosevelt's securlty were concerned, we
need have no fears, as the President would be welcomed
as few people could be in Mexico, and certainly more than
anyone else at this time. It was, however, always desir-
able to take certain measures of securlty and these would
be worked out between Mr. Rliley and Major Vihals. The
Presldent sald that as thls vislt of his own to Monterrey
had been something which the people in the north had been
wantlng for some time, he had already told some of his
people that he was golng to Monterrey at that time, and
thls made poesible certaln arrangements ahead of time
which would ostensibly be taken solely because of his
vislt. He sald the faet that his wvisit would occcasion
the presence in Monterrey of the military also made the
appropriate arrangements much more easy. I may say in
this connection that the Mexlcans do thie sort of thing
very well. 1 have seen the arrangements which were made
for the arrival of several Presidents here recently, and
they were carried through extraordinarily well by the
military. I think that eo far as securlty is concerned
there need be no fears., Mr. Riley and Major ViRals will
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work out the detalls before Riley returns to Washing-
ton.

The President 1s very anxious that there should be
an addrese by President Roosevelt and by himself and
he le qulte agreeable to have this at the time which may
geeem most approprliate. It could of course be done at
the reviewing stand. The President, however, thinks it
would be more appropriate to have this at the dinner,
when the addresses could be transmitted to the people
outslide by loud-speaker and over the radls. He hopes
there will be no inconvenlience to arrangements being
made for the transmisslon of the addresses, whether made
at the reviewlng stand or at the dinner, by radlo both
in Mexico and in the United Btates. There would seem to
be no inconvenience in thip, in view of the fact that
President Roosevelt has now indicated that his presence
in Monterrey can be known in Mexlico and at home as soon
as he arrives in Monterrey. Parenthetically, at this
polnt I should say that this decielion has given Presi-
dent Avila Camacho a great deal of relief, because the
vligit ie really a transcendental matter in American-
Mexlcan relationships and if nothing could be done
toward making it public until after the two Presidents
reached Corpus Christl, i1t could leave the impression
in Mexlico that there had been fears for the Preslident's
pafety, ete. In any event, you will readily appreclate
that the visit wlll have a tremendously important effect
in Mexleco, 1f President Roosevelt's presence here can
be known in Mexlico and at home as soon as he arrives in
Monterrey.

8o fer as the security of the train on Mexican soil
is concerned, you may be sure that the appropriate pre-
cautions will be taken to guard the track between
Monterrey and Laredo.

I make here the observation that the Fresident's
train should not stop in Laredo or Nuevo Laredo in
paseing through, elther going or coming. It should
pass through these cltles without stopping. The same
is true of the President of Mexico's train. To this end
we will have to make the appropriate arrangements with
our own people and the Mexlcans, but thie of course is a
gelmple matter and does not require any previous action.
We have in Laredo thie terrible pest Allen, with whom
the Department is fully familiar, and the possibilities
of disturbance by thle man would be serious and cannot
be discounted. I have told Riley about Allen.
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I have told Riley that I hope very much you will
come and that I think it would be most useful in many
ways. I am gure it will help Padilla tremendously if
you will come: &nd hig poelition in Mexico 1is something
wWe muet help to maintain.

Riley s:zys that the President's party arriving in
Monterrey will be very small. I have euggested that
1t might be a good thing for the President to bring the
new Commander of the Third Corps Area who replaces
General Kreuger. There will be & lot of high-ranking
military in Monterrey if only because of President Avila
Camacho's visit there, and I think it would be most ap-
propriate to have a high-ranking Army officer accompany
the President, especlally as there will be this military
parade. Rlley seems to think that the President would
wish to bring the Commander of the Third Corps Area or
perhaps General Somerville. I hope thie will be favor-
ably considered by the President.

Rlley has several of his people in Monterrey and he
wants in any event to go up there this afternoon., I
have told him to go. he Presldent sald he would give
the appropriate instructions to Ma jor Vifials this
morning to accompany Riley to Monterrey, but as I may not
hear from the President until late thie afternoon, there
is no reason why Riley should not g0 to Monterrey today
and I will arrange to have Vifials meet him there. Riley
naturally wants to look over the ground and get back to
Washington as soon as possible.

If the President should want You to accompany him,
which I hope he will, you could fly to Fort Worth or
some place indicated and take the train at that point.

President Avila Camacho told me that he WES very
anxious to have this visit make its full effect. While
hie own presence in Monterrey would glve the opportunity
for some speclal arrangements of various kinde, he had
indicated to some of his people who were making the ar-
rangements for his own vieit that it was cuite possible
that while there he would receive also a visit of some
distinguished person from London or eomewhere. This
would make 1t g:aﬁible to make a little bit more elaborate
preparations than he would ordinarily make for his own
reception. I gathered from all the President sald to me
that he has taken our injunction not to mention the
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President's visit to anyone other than Psdille most
serlously, and it has of course handicapped him a great
deal, and this 1s, I believe, why he has resorted to
this subterfuge. In any event, it ls quite clear that
he hae not told people, even those in his confidence,
that he is expecting thie visit from President Roocsevelt.
He scye that when the dietinguished stranger arrives in
Monterrey it will be & pleasant and great surprise even
to those in hls confidence.

I have tried to clear this up with Riley as much as
I could and he plans to fly back from Monterrey after
he has seen Me Jor Vifials there -- tomorrow, I hope, and
then proceed to Washington where he will report to you
and the Presldent. I have, however, wented to get this
word to you in the meantime; although Rlley will be
making hls own report to you and to the President, I
thought 1t might be helpful for you to have this in writ-

ing.

President Avila Camacho sald that he was preparing
his speech and would let me have a copy in due course,
but I think the President will wish to think of his own
remarks before walting to see those of the President
here. I am sure that President Avila Camacho in his own
speech will cover at least three polnts: (1) an expres-
glon of his own personal admiration and reepect for the
President; (2) an expression of the admirstion and respect
of the Mexlean ?euple and the people of the Americas for
the President; (3) what he belleves to be the transcendental
neture of thie vieit in the hietory of Mexican-American
relationships and an indication of the collaboration of
the two countries not only for the near range but also
for the long range. The President of course has not
indicated to me what he 1a going to say in his speech
ag yet, but knowing him ae I do I feel sure we can take
1t for granted he will cover these three points,

I hope to be able to see Padilla today and put him
2u gourant of what hes happened. I saw him last & week
ago today, and I could see that he was not feeling fit.
He hae been out of circulation since and staying at
Cuernavace, where, in spite of the many reasons I wigh
to see him, I 4id not disturb him, as he haes not been
feeling well at all. I think it ie his etomach or his
kidneys. One of the strange things is that although
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Padllla has lived most of his 1ife in Mexico, I think
he 1s one of those who suffer eome of the inconvenlences
of the altitude. His indisposition is nothing serious
but he hae been away from his desk for a full week, I
will see him today 1f he gets back.

Cordially and faithfully yours,

@, S, MESSERSMITH



\ pe F'I.‘;? /e i _—
- i) rasp ey
L/l}. nIRGR. M
\
\J i FROK
Mexico City

Dated ..pril 28, 1943
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Embassy's alrgrem No. .i-924, April 23, 11:00 a.a., 1943 and
previous telegraus regarding the ilonterrey meeting.

After tell rejyorters last svoning that it wae not his
funotion to synthesize the topics conversed upon between
Presidents .vila Caiwacho and Roosevelt at their recent meeting,
Foreign Secretary radilla said thut he ocould tell them never-
theleas that the juestion of sending llexican troops to the
battle fronts had not been discussed. He sald that an uiree-
ment was under discussion, the detalles of which he hoped to
be able to make public within a few days, looxing toward the
aoqulsition by liexico of maohinery not being currently used
in the United States' war effort with which new industries
oould be established in ilexloo. This negotiation was so far
advanoed that Liexiocc ls momentarily awaiting the .rrival of
American experts to make the necessary studies. He added
that Liexico had also been negotiating for o supply of agricul-
tural machinery.

Padilla told reporters that the llonterrey mesting wae not
an "inoident of protocol" but an "eloquent expression of u
sustained poliecy of sollidarity in the war and of a comaunity
of aspirations for the peace”. He sald thet President Roose-
velt had expressed hiuself as oppreciating highly the rroduec-
tion efforts of .lexiso in whiech tLe workers are assist 80
oconsoientiously. ;

As for his personal impressions of President Roosevelt,
which he had gathered during a conversation whioh took pluce
aboard the latter's train, Dr. ladilla hud observed thut "in
his words, in his ocountenance illuuined by convietion, there
burned the dramatic . ana of the war and the prnmi:u- of

eace”, "He is a leader of humanity. He i1s a mun in whom
he demooracies heve falth". The Lexiocan press, he sald, had

glven



given genulne and unmistakable proof of the aduiration and
symputhy which the lexicun peosle telt for rresident
Roosevelt.

In hie interview, Dr. padilla referred partlculcrly
and significantly to the plecsure it had ;iven hin to see

the Under Seoretary.

Clippinge by alroail.
Liesseramit

W3
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE I
WASHINGTON (

May 4, 1943

My dear Mr. Presldent!

In the belief that it will be of interest to
you, I enclose herewlth a copy of a letter to me
from George Mesgersmith dated April 30 with regard
to your viglt to Mexico.

Belleve me

ully yours,

Eno.

The President,
The White House.

i
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Dear Sumner;

I have been wanting to write you ever since I
returned to Mexico City last Saturday evening but
I have been busy every moment since. Fadilla and
I drove down together by car from lonterrey to
Mexico City, which is a comfortable two days' tri
by automobile over a beautiful road, and we had t
to talk over meny things,

The President returned to Mexico City last evening
as he made quite a tour of some of the towns in the
north of the country, I shall undoubtedly be seeing
him in a few days.

The reaction in Mexico to the visit has been all
that we could have hoped for and more. We have sent
a series of despatches to the Department reporting cn
various phases of the visit and on the press reaction
-a8 well as on the reaction of the publie in general
throughout the. country., These reporte give I think
an adequate indication of the general reaction which
was magnificent.

I believe it is safe to say that there has been
no event in Mexicen history in meny years which has

made so profound an e8slon on so at a mass of
the Mexican pecple, 8 I think is true from the
top
The Honorable
Sumner Welles,

Under Secretary of State,
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top to the bottom. All the information whiech I got from
all sorts of sources indicates that there has not been
a single discordant note and that the appreciation of
the President's visit end the understand of its
gelgnificance is profound,

I réturned as you know from Corpus Christi to
Matamoros with President Avila Camacho, at hie invitation.
He was very desirous that I should accompany him further
on the trip which he was making to towne in the north
of Mexico but as I would have been the only non-Mexican
on the train I felt that it was much better in every

that I not go further with him than Matemoros, It
is interesting however that the President was obviously
somewhat disappointed that I did not continue at least
ag far as Monterrey end Vietoria with him on the train,
but as this would heve meent two more days I could not
do it. That the President should have been desirous of
having me with him on this trip when at every station
he was meeting Mexiecan politiecel friends and when there
were all sorts of loesl demonstrations was an indigation
of his resl,feeling of friendship and that he had no
hesitation WE having his gringo friend around him,
When I seid goodbye to him at Matamoros he spoke of his
impressions of the Fresident and his appreclation of the
exchange of visite with an emoticn whieh I have never
seen him show before. Fresident Avila Camecho was our
friend before thie vieit and he was the friend end ad-
mirer of President Roosevelt., The wvisit haz consoli-
dated that feeling and that friendahip and admirstion and
I am confident that the President of Mexico how has a
real affection and even heightened regerd and admiration
for President Roosevelt.

So far es the press reaction is concerned it was all
that could be desired and unususl for the Mexiecan press.
It showed i1teelf wvery understanding all the way through
and the interesting thing to note was that the press

recliated partiocularly the gesture of President Rocse-

t not only in coming to Mexico but to penetrate into
Mexican territory as far as Monterrey and not merely
to meet President Avila Camacho at the border. 1 was
confident from the outset that President Roosevelt's
gesture in making the vieit to Monterrey first and going
ag far as Monterrey instead of only to the border would be
what would move the Mexican people as few thinge could
move them.

Sc far as the Government is concerned here it has had
a very deep effect on the members of the Government and
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on the Congress and on Government officials all the

way down the line. Our people wherever they go in
Government offices here are met by expressions indieeting
what an extraordinary man they think President Roosevelt
is, GSufirez told Lockett yesterday that during the last
few days he has had a very considerable number of pecple
come in of importance,who have stayed away from the
Government and who have been in opposition to the Govern=-
ment here and who have been bad frieads of ours, who have
told him that this visit of President Roosevelt has wiped
out all their reserves so far as we are concerned.

S0 far as the great mass of the people are concerned
all the information we get is to the effect that they have
been deeply moved and profuse in their expressions. Wwhat
has made the greatest effect I think is the fact that
President Roosevelt came to Monterrey first and came
as far as Monterrey. You know that the Mexican pecple
are rather a somber people and seldom show very much
emotion in public places but their reaction so far as
the exchange of visits is concerned has been free and
unrestrained,

Padilla of course is very happy and it has meant
& great deal for him and it has solidified his position,

My colleagues of the other Americsn republices have
been most generous in what they have saild concerning the
visit. I thought some of them might be a 1little re=-
strained due to a feeling of regret that Mexico should
have been singled out in this way but their reacticn
seems to be that the exchange of visits between the
Presidents of Mexico and the United States solidifies our
continental poliey of solidarity, The Argentine of course .
:; :?; g:lr really unhappy one and he is unhappy as he i

o .

I have not yet written to the President es I know what
a volume of work he had on his hands on his return from
this trip but I hope when you see him you will tell him
that there is no doubt whatever that these visits have
caused a profound emotion here and that the visits will
be a landmark in our relationships with Mexico, I am
happy to have been able to be serving our Government at
this time in this country and have been able to partieipate
in this historio event.

With all good wishes,
Cordially and faithfully yours,

GaM/mis George 5. Messersmith
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘k (/t
WASHINGTON ﬁf’

May 21, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE

That is an interesting

tl.lpltﬁh from George Messersmith
bout Ben Bmith Wenner-Cren.

Ed Flynn never spoke to me
in any way about the latter or
Ben Bmith. The report is,
therefore, a complete falsehood.

I sincer hope that
Wenner-Gren will not be taken
off the Proclaimed List, and
that Ben SBmith will keep his
hands out of Mexico. You
might tell this to George
Messersmith.

F. D. R.



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOMN

May 15, 1943

My dear Mr, President!

The personal letter from George Messersmith
dated May 12 of which I am encloelng herewlth a
copy will, I belleve, be of interest to you.

Belleve me

ithfully your

3X

Enao.

The President,
The White House.
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AMERICAN EMBASSY
Mexico, D.F., May 12, 1943

Dear Sumner:

You will recall the various efforte which are
being made to remove Axel Wenner-Gren from our Pro-
claimed List. It is now interesting to note that
Bernard E. Smith, who is better known as Ben Smith
and who is now in Mexico City, haes become interested
in this matter of remcving Wenner-Gren from the Pro-
claimed List. Ben Smith's interest in the matter iz of
course due largely to the interest of General Maximino
Avila Camacho who has never abandoned his efforts in
thls direction. Ben Smith is saild to be eclosely as-
goclated with General Maximino Avila Camacho in the
new rece track in Mexlco Clty concerning which much
could be sald but most of which lg better left unsald,
In any event it 1s one of the ventures promoted in
Mexico by our money which has done us no good and the
activities of Ben Smith in Mexico have in no WAy pro-
moted our best interests here.

The foregoing is prompted by a memorandum which I
heve from the Civil Attaché of this Embagsy (FBI) which
I quote for your information,

"As of poseible interest to you, a rellable
contact of thies offlce has recently advised that
Bernard E. Smith, better known as Ben Smith, a
well known contractor and alleged financier from
New York City who is presently in Mexico City and
who has been interested in various big business
ventures in Mexico during recent months, recently
stated that he had received a telephone call from
Mr, Edward Flynn, of New York, shortly after
Mr. Flynn's return to Washington from Mexico.

The Honorable
Sumner Wellesg,
Under Secretary of 8tate,
Waghington, D. ©,

DECLASSIFIED
Btate Dept. Letter, 1.11.72
By J. 8cbhauble Date__FER 10 1972

— ey
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"Smith stated that during this call Flynn
adviged him that he had spoken to President Roose-
velt in an effort to have 'our mutual friend
Wenner-tren' removed from the U, 8. 'black list!,
S8mith further stated that he 'informed the Presi-
dent through Flynn' that he, Smith, would back
Wenner-Gren 100% if a move were made to remove
his name from the U. 8. 'black list!.

"According to this source Smith expressed
no opilnion as toc the outcome of his and
Mr. Flynn'e plea to the President."

Ag of interecst in this connectlion there are con-
tinued and insistent rumore here that the position of
General Maximino ls dally more precarious in Mexico and
in the polltliecal ploture here. There are lnecreasing
rumore which I for the present do not credit that his
incumbency of the Ministry of Communicatione will soon
end. I personally do not see his dlsappearance from the
Ministry in the lmmedlate future but as to hls having
lost almost completely political and personal prestige
in Mexlco there appears to be no doubt whatever.

I thought the foregoing would be of interest to
you. You will of course uee your own dlscretion as to
whether you conslder it of suffliclent importance to
pass on to the Presldent.

With all good wishes,

Cordially and feithfully yours,

GECRGE 8., MESSERSMITH
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day 27, 1943,

PENUING FOLLER:

The President wants to take
up the attached with the attorney weneral
anc Leo Lrowley when he gets back from

Hyde Park.

FlLe skio: June 2, 1943

I took this matter up with
both the attorney General and Leo Crowley
today.

F.l.Re



Dear Miss Tully:

Leo Crowley and I are very anxious
to talk to the President about the Cyanamid
contract. I enclose a memorandum which I
should like him to see as soon as possible.
Tomorrow, I shall ask General Watson for
an appointment.

Sincerely yours,
]

WMM
Francis Biddle
Attorney General

Miss Grace Tully
The White House
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(Dffice of the Attorney General
Washington, B.C.

May 26, 1943

MRMORANDIM FOR THE PRESITENT

The Alien Property Custodian of Mexico has, under pressure from the United
States, seized the Gemman interests in drugs, chemicals, photographic supplies,
etc. - the basis of the German commercial power in Latin America. Mexico naturally
wishes to use these properties as profitably as possible. After protracted nego-
tiations, it is about to enter intc a contract with American Cyanamid Company under
which that corporation would have what amounts to an exclusive management of the
German properties.

The Departmermts concerned are afraid of serious political repercussions if
the Cyanamid deal goes through. Undoubtedly Cyanamid's competitors will protest
vigorously against this "monopoly™. The State Department feels, however, that they
have gone so far with Mexico that 1t would upset the apple-cart to withdraw now or
to suggest ancther arrangemant.

Whatever arrangement is made with Mexico will set a pattern in Brazil, Co-
lumbia, and other Latin American .countr.‘l.au. Negotiations with Bragil and Columbla
are now proceeding.

Leo Crowley is prepared to make an offer to the Mexican CGovernment to
exgcute a similar management contract through General Aniline or some of the other
German corporations which have wested in him. As owner of these companies he can
prevent the business drifting back to the Germans after the war and prevent a

monopoly by permitting other corporations to supply Latin America with goods.
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Memorandum for the President May 26, 1943

I enclose a summary of the proposed Cyanamid contract.

The decision must be made promptly. Crowley and I would like to talk
to you about the whole matter as it involves basic policy considerations.
Garfias, the Mexican representative, is now in Washington. I am asking Pa Wataon
to let us have an appointment as soon as comweriently possible. i

Respectfully submitted,

Arvan er ettt s

Francis Biddle
Encl. Attorney Genaral
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=PROPOBED AMERICAN CYANAMID CONTRACT

1. The Mexican Government will form a holding corporeation (Quifer)
to omn the assets of 33 chemical, pharmaceutical and dye companies which
were formerly Axis controlled. These firms control approximately LO per
cent to 60 per cent of the market.

2+ The American Cymnamid Compeny will organize a Mexicen management
compeny (Tequis) which will manage &ll of the seized properties.

3. AMAmesrican Cyanemid chall menage the seiged properties for a poried
of six years with an automatic renewal provision for succesdin; three-year
periods.

Ljs American Cymnsmid will have full freedom to buy supplies; to hire
or discharge employees; to establish, meintain, enlarge or decrease plents
and offices; to conduct research; and to enter intc sales contracts or agency
agreementss The seles contracts or agency agreements will be limited to

& duration of five years.

5« Costs and expenses of all kinds, except the salary of the general
menager of Americen Cysnamid's managing company, shall be peld by the
Mexican holding company. The American Cyaneamid mansgement company will be
paid;

l. One million pesos per year regardless of
net proflts.

2+ Ten per cent of net profits not exceeding
5 millicn pesos per year.

%e Fifteen per cent of net profits in excess
of 5 million, but not over 15 millicn

[eS08 per years

L+ Eighteen per cent of net profits in excess
of 15 million pesocs per year.

6s The management company is to advise the Mexican holding compeny
as to the desirability of building plants and will furnish preliminery
plans and drawings. New properties will be operated by the American Cyana-

mid management companys
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 1, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF SBTATE

I do not think we should with-
hold hn:.ni Messersmith make the sug-
gestion. think he should do so but
with the definite explanation that
the sction decided on is wholly up
to the deocision of the Mexlcan Uovern-
ment and that we are not trying to
force anything down thelr throats.

But I do think 1t important
that President Cemacho and Seoretary
of State, Padilla, recelve the infor-
mation direct instead of through a
committee or any other Mexiocan suthor-
ity.

F. D. R.

Enclosures

Transmitting sopyxsf memorandum which tha Presidant
recaived from the Secretary of State, &/78/43, a comy

of which has been retained for our files.
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HEMORANDUY FOR IRE PHESIDENT

hubassador desserssith has telephoned froa
Sexieco City. He has recelved the imstructiom recently
aporoved by you, directing hia to deliver to Prealdent
Avila Casacho your letter regarding the aAllen Property
Custodiam's proposal to furnish management services
for the Nexicam drug and chesienl coapanies :nd to
deliver to the Nexican Government the note contsining
tne Alien Property Custodian's proposal. The
Asbassasor will, of course, curry out thase lmstruetions.
fe has reguested that, befores these documeats are
delivered, I lay before you the following exjressions
of his opinion:

The Asbsssedor has been informed by Semor Garfilas
thet the American Cysnasid Compeny vill vithdraw its
proposal to enter into & ccatrset with the Heaxiean
Government. He believes thit, instesd of procesding
along this line, the Hexican Joveramaseat wishe: to work
out & management arrscgement with & group of Aserican
coapanies.

The habassador believes thatl the Hexicen
suthorities would not wish to enter inte & comtrictual
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arrangement with a company which had been formerly
controlled by the Germanes.

He believes further that the Mexican authorities
would not favor a management arrangement made through
an agency of this Government. He says that he under-
stunds that two members of the committee im charge of
this matter in Mexico have so declared.

He believes that the proposal would be embarrass-
ing to the President of Mexico, since the Ambassader
believes that Presidemt Avila Camacho would not be able
to accede to the prﬂrp'nnl, and yet will find it most

difficult to refuse the proposal endorsed by the President

of the United Btates,

Finally, the Ambassador expresses the opinion
that the proposal may re=ult in no action being taken,
with the result that after some lapse of time companies
may fimd thelr way into private hands, and the
replacement program may be prejudiced.

It was expleined to the Ambassador that most of
the points which be ralsed were eanvaassed by the
agencies which have participated im the consideration
of this matter and im the preparatiom of the memoranda
for your consideration. However, he urges strongly
that his views be presented to you. I presume that
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you will wish the instruetion to stand end wish
me so to inform the Ambassador.
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June 74, 1943

¥y dear ¥r. Fresident:
1 an wrl ting you because I belleve that a splendld i

opportunity has arlsen for me to apply the gensral prin- \

eiplen of friendly coopersution which we discussed during

our weeting at Honterrey. I have been told that yowr

dJovernmont has again moved forward to lmplement the Ilo

de Jansiro and washington Hesolutions by vesting the enomy-

owned chemlical and pharsmosutloal vompanies iln Wexlee. I

mtut:nﬂwml you mxﬂ¥h- .lese companies in connec=

tlion with a program whioh ls directed at the development of

& nationalised drug and chemlcal industry, the axpansion

-rmua-nuprm'tm,mmmmu-rm-

oans to run that industry independently. I undsretand

further that we in the United Jtates, by furnishing cer=

tain manegement skills, technloal services and supplles,

could make a definlite contribution %o the success of thils

project. I am anxious to extend all possible asslstance

to your program because I vonsider it Lo be of great im-

portance both to the sconomy of Mexico and the asssurity

Bis xcellenoy
Jeneral Hanuel Avila Camacho,
Preslident of the r.uthl ¥exlcen "tates,
Hexlioo City.



of this hemlsphsre.

Mr. Leo Crowley, our Allen Property Custodian, has
sxpressed to me his desire to place the feclilities of hias
companies at your disposal. He has desoribed to me a pro=-
gram involving the use of those feselilities, which, he
bellieves, could make a solid contribution to the suscess
of your plans. I too believe that he could be of real
service. I have sccordingly asked Ambassador Messersmith
to present Hr. Jrowley's proposal te the approprlate mem—
bers of your Govermment.

I have emphasized to Mr. Urowley that I wish him to /7
be prepared to extend his fullest cooperation to you in
the achlevement of your ob jestives. MNorsover, I have
instructed him that the companies under his custody are
to be used in the broad intersasts of your general program.
You will appreclate that I am not in a position to issus
such an instruction to a private American corporation.

I fully recoinise that arrangements for the manage-
ment and development of the Mexlean chemisal industry
are matters for your determination. I wish asrely to
emphasise my bellef that the Alien Property Custodian,
beosuss of the status of his companies as publiocly-owned
carporations, could effectively jromote the welfare of
the Mexican industry. Accordingly, I hope that you will
consider the proposal of the Allen Property Gustodian

3 4'1"}75
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before reaching any final declsion in the matter.

Iumtm-:umummw
Father than Shrough officlal ohannels because I am ocone
fident lutln-thn-tmluum-uwnﬁ
me that 1t 1s more helpful o us both to communicate with
one another in this direct and personsl manner. .

May I say again how much I valued the conversations
xm-lnmmmmtmmmmmu
benefliolal I feel they have been to me. I am looking
r-uummmﬂum:—mmm
to suggest to me and I hope that I way therefore have
mmwummmmwmﬂ-
have passed.

: With the assurences of my highest consideration and
of my warm personal regard, bellove me
Yours very sincerely,

FRANKLIYN p, BOOSEVEL?
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Reference is made to the Embassy's despatoh no. 9463
of April 2B, 1943 and to your letter of May 12, 1043 to
Mr. Acheson. Attached are a copy of a letter which
President Roosevelt himself ig llna.l.:g.n Fresldent Camacgho
and a draft note to be submitted to Hexiean Foreign
Offiee. You are requested promptly to put the snclosed
note in appro te form and to transmit it to the
appropriate elels of the Mexiecan Government.

The issues ralsed by the proposed Oyanamid contraet
have been carefully donsidered the interested governmental
agenoles and by the President. haes been special
coneern about the dominant position inm the Mexisan ohemical
and pharmseeutical indus which would be socorded to

American the contraet were
_Iﬂlww; felt an arrangement

Mexloans and to our economie warfare « In
view of these considerations, the Fresident ted that
his letter to President Oamacho and the attached note to

the Foreign Office be transmitted.
You should, in your conversations with the Herioan

Government, ize the desire of this Government to
work out an % whish will te the best
interests ﬂm the belief of this

that the ou the Al
Cuetodian affords a m m-n: that n;:-un.

m:mummtnuunmuln
& oopy of the note as transmitted to the Mexiean Govern-

the Departaent promptly orued
of ala Dertineat Goveiopmenty: -
. Very truly yours,
W?—ZL—«.-_
Enolosures: Oerdalz ma1
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Enclosures:

1. Copy of letter
from President Hoosgevelt
to President Camacho.
B.m..“““.uh-
mitted to the Mexiocan
Foreign Office.
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: In order to insure their colleotive seourity, the
twenty-one American republics, in the Resolutions adopted
at the Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs at
Rio de Janeiro, recommended that measures be taken to
eliminate Axis influence from the sconomic 1ife of this
hemisphere. Further recommendations direoted toward this
end were embodied in the Final Aot of the Inter-American
Conference on Systeme of Economic and Finanoial Oentrol.
It was recognized that some measure of technioal, financial
Or menagerial assistance from the United States of America
might be necessary for the full aoccomplishment of the
objeotives underlying these recommendations. Thie Government
has, therefore, offered to make avallable such aseistance
as 18 consonant with existing conditions.

It is with this offer in mind that this Government
brings to the attentlon of the Mexican Government the
desire of the Alien Froperty Custodian of this country to
render such assistance as the Government of Mexico may
wlsh in connection with the problems arising from the
selzure of the enemy chemical and pharmaceutical companies.
The Honorable Leo T. Crowley, Alien Property Custodian,
has addressed a letter to the Department of State, the
text of which 1s as follows!

"I have been advised that the Mexigan Government has
vested the Axie drug and chemiocal firms in Mexloo and
intende to use these vested firms as a nuoleus for a
Thet 1he Hexioun Soverumens: ia. coassriion v srent

» Wishes to se are certain management 8kill,
Tou Enov, 18 10 R0 Seoire b bipen Toveorty Ty At

cooperate fully in any program in the other American
r:§3h11.- direoted at the replacement of Axis enterprises.

eover, 1t seems to me that ae Allen rty Custodian,
I am in a position to develeop a program och will furnish
the Mexioan Government the 8 of msslstance which it

wighes from thie country.
"As
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"As Allen Property Custodian, I now own and control,
Tor all practical purposes, certain and chemigal
companiee in this omtr!‘runnﬂr owned by Axle interests.
These companies inoclude General Aniline and Film nnrgzrntinn.
which 1s one of the largest manufacturers and distributors
of chemicals, dyestuffs and photographic materials and
pharmaceuticale in this country; and the Schering Corpora-
tlon, a large producer of drugs and pharmsceuticals. As
Allen Froperty Custodian, I am prepared promptly to make
a contract with the Mexlean Government which will achleve
the ultimate purposes that Government has in view. BSpeci-
fleally, the contraet would cover the following polnta:

"(1) 1t would provide, t one of the
companies I now control, or thro a4 company to be
organized for that purpose, a single ng unit for

the Hexican properties. This unit would furnish the
required management ekill and asslstance.

“(2) It would pruvid:,-u far as the exigencles of
the war permit, supplies for the Mexloan chemical and

suti industry. To provide these supplies, I
would draw upon all of the resources of the American
chemieal and drug industry.

"(3) It would provide, to the extent feasible, -
for the establighment in Mexleo of appropriate manufaotur-
ing operations and for the skilled personnel neceseary to
enable the Mexican Government, as soon as possible, to
create 1ts own sources of supply.

"(4) The contract would provide for compensation
for unn:g:n:mt ef the Mexlocan properties, but to the
extent t the compensation exceeded cost the excess
would be used elther for research in fields designated
by the Mexican Government or for the education o Mexioans
in technical schoole of the United States.

"1 sincerely hope that {nu will find it possible to
hri:g offer to the attention of the appropriate agenoy
of the Hexigan Government so that 1t can be considered
before a final declsion re the disposition of the
former enemy properties is made the Mexlican Government.
If the Mexican Government is interested in my proposal,

1 am confident that we could agree upon its detalls and
begln operations under the arrangement lmmediately."

If the Government of Mexiso wishes to pursue these
proposals, the Allen Froperty Custodian will be prepared to
send representatives immediately to Mexlso to CATTY on
detalled disoussions.
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DEPARTMENT OF BTATE
WABHINGTON

My dear Mr. President: June 2% 1943

In accordance with the instructions glven by
you at your recent meeting with the Vice President,
and Messrs. Welles, Crowley, and Acheson, upon the
proposed communication to the Mexican Government qg
regarding the management of the former German drug «!
and chemical companies in Mexico, I am submitting
to you a draft of a letter from you to the
President of Mexico, a draft of a note to the
Mexican Government, and our instructions to
Ambassador Messersmith, all of which have been
approved and copies of which have been initialed
by the Vice President, the Alien Property Custodian,
and the Attorney General.

The note puts forward the Alien Property
Custodian's proposal and does not refer to the
American Cyanamid proposal. Your wish, as I under-
stand it, was that we should not state that there

was

The President,

The White House.
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wae no objectlion to thig proposal, On the other
hand, you 4id not wish formally to aesert oppoaition
eince that might offend the Mexican Government

which hae not put the matter up to uas,

The letter drafted for your elgnature makes it
clear why you believe that the publicly owned
companies here can more effectively perform the
desired service than a private corporation,

Faithfully yours,

Q;MW

Letter to the President of Mexieco,

Enclosures:

Draft of note to the Mexican Government,
Instruction to Ambassador Messersmith,



Ny dear Nr. President:

In accordence with the instruetions given by
Jou at your receat meeting with the Viee President,
and Hessrs. Wellee, Crowley, and Aeheson, uponm the
proposed comsunication to the Mexicanm Governmenmt
EEE%HHE«ET!E
and chesical companies in Nexico, I am subaitting
to you a draft of s letter froa you to the
President of Hexieco, a draft of a note to the
Hexicen Governseat, and our instructions te
Aabassador Messersaith, all of which have been
approved and coples of vhich have beem initialed
by the Viee Presideant, the Alien Property Custedian,
énd the Attorney Oesneral.

The note puts forward the Alien Property
Custedlan's propossl snd does not refer to the
Asericen Cysnamid propesal. Your wish, as I under-
stand it, vas that we should nmot state that there

vas
The President,
The Phite House.
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vas no objection to thie propesal, On the other
hand, you 414 not wish formally to assert opposition
eince that might offend the Mexiocan Government
mumutntmuttnwhu.

The letter drafted for your signature makes 1t
elear why you believe that the publicly owned
companies here can more effectively perform the
desired service than a private corporation,

Faithfully yours,

Cerdell Mull

Enclosures:
Letter to the President of Mexico.
Draft of note to the Mexiocan Government.
Instruotion to Ambassador Messersmith.






ey be foidie , ;o

Bilvess . .4 g A

T e W}ﬂ"’ {’jﬂ*‘”’! )
V?/' Lm ’]\1:""“
S DEPARTMENT OF STATE

L WASHINGTON

| July 21, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached 1s a letter from President Camacho,
which 1s in response to your letter suggesting that
the facllities of our Alien Property Custodian be
used for the development of the Mexlican drug and
chealcal industry.

You ma¥ wish to look at a copy of Ambassador
Messeranlth's covering despatch, & copy of which 1s
aleo attached.

If you wieh, I will send coples of these docu-
ments to Mr. Crowley and to the interested agencies,
and wlll prepare the reply requested in the third
peragraph of FPresldent Camacho's letter, for
presentatlion by the Asbassador.

I concur in Ambassador Messersmith's suggestion
that a small mission be eent and that it be prepared
to submit specific plans to the Mexican Government.

Anbeseador Messersmith's despatch refers to
the unfortunate consequences of the inaccurate
newspeper publiclty concerning discussion of the
Mexlcen drug and chemical problem in Washington.

The Ambaesador has requested that there be no
offlcial or unofficlal publicity concerning the

Allen
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Allen Property Custodtan's misslon. I am in complete
cgreement with thls recommendatlon.

Enclosurea:

1. Original letter
addressed to
President Rocsevelt
from Fresident Camacho,
July 9, 1843, and
translation.

2. Copy of despatch
no. 11,442 rrom Mexico,
D.F., July 13, 1843.



AIR MAIL

Mexico, D.F., July 13, 1943

No. 11,442

Bubjeot: Tﬂ.nnl.ttin* Copy of Letter from President Avila
Camacho to President Roosevelt in Oeonnection with
the Offer of the Alien Property Custodian to be
Helpful in Arrangements which the Mexiocan Govern-
ment may make Regarding Vested German Firms in
the Chemical and Pharmaceutioal Business.

The Honorable
The Beoretary of State,
Washingtoen, D.OC.

Bir:

1 have the honor to refer to the Department's instruoc=
tion No, 3574, of June 24, 1943, with whioh were transmitted
the original of a letter addressed by President Roocsevelt to
Fresident Avila Camacho, and a draft of a note whioh I vas
instructed to submit to the Mexlcan Government, in which are
set forth further the offer of the Alien Property Custodian
of the United States to assist the Mexiocan Goveramment in
making oertain arrangements to carry through operatione it
aontesplates in conneotion with the former German chemical
and pharmaceutioal firms in Mexico now vested by the Mexi-
oan Government. I also have to refer in this conneotion to
my letter of June 28 te Under Secretary Welles in which I
raiged certain questions respecting the delivery of this
letter and of the note. I aleo have to refer to my des-
patoh No. 11,260, of July 7, 1943, in which I informed the
Department that the letter of President Roosevelt had been
delivered to President Avila Camacho, and with whioh I
transmitted a copy of the note which I had addressed to the
Foreign Office with regard to this matter.

1 now have to inform the Department that Yesterday I
was requested to ocall at the Forelgn Office, where I was
recelved oy the Under Beoretary, Mr. Torres Bodet, in the
temporary absence of the Minister, Dr. Padilla. Nr. Torres
Bodet stated that my note No. 143&. of July 3, 1943, a copy
of which was transmitted with my despatoh No. 11,280, of
July 7, had been brought *o the attention of the President,
together with the original of the letter addressed by Presi-
dent Roosevelt to President Avila Camache., He then handed
me the original of a letter addressed by President Avila
Camache to President Roosevelt which he asked me to deliver
to President Roosevelt. A copy of the letter addressed to
Fresident Roosevelt by President Avila Camache, dated July
9, 1943, 1s transmitted herewith (Enolosure No, 1). Thers
ie also transmitted herewith a translation of the letter
(Enclosure No. 2).

On handing me this 1-tt¢r: Mr. Torres Bedet stated that
in view of President Aoosevelt's letter and my note to the
Ministry, this matter had naturally received the personal

attention
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attention of the Ministry. Referring to the letter of Presi-
dent Avila Camacho to President Roosevelt, he sald that it
wae desired to make it olear that the Mexioan Government,
on the basie of the information which it had, wae not in a
position to give any definite answer as to whether it would
be prepared ‘““:ﬁ‘ the oollaboration of the Alien Frop-
erty Custodian in ®@ matter of the former German chemiocal
gglrnlnlutlnnl firme now vested by the Mexican Government.
eeldent, however, and the Foreign Office, appreciated
spontaneous and friendly interest which President Roose-
velt and our Government had shown and were therefors pre-
pared to consider the matter further on the basie of the more
detalled information which a representative of the Alien
Property Custodian would be able to give.

Mr. Torrees Bodet pointed out that in the letter from
President Avila Camacho to President Roosevelt, he indicated
that it would be sultable for Mr. Crowley or his authorized
repressntative, to come informally to Mexico with the object
of explaining more fully the projsot he had in mind. He empha-
sized that the reference to Mr, ley, the Alien Froperty
Custodian, making the visit himself, was merely placed in
the letter by President Avila Camacho in View of the faot
that President Roosevelt in his letter had referred directly
to hle conversation with Mr, Crowley. Mr. Torres Bodet em-
phasized that this in no way implied that the President
or the Foreign Office expected Mr. Crowley to come, but that
a duly informed representative of Mr. Crowley would be en-
tirely acoeptabla.

Mr. Torres Bodet also stated that on the arrival of
the representative of the Allen Property Oustodian, the
Embassy should inform the Foreign Office as the conversa-
tions which would be held with such representative would
be in the Foreign Office and not in other agenolee of the
Mexican Government, in accord with the wlshes expressed by
the Preeident of the Republio.

It will be noted therefore that the Mexican Government
is prepared to receive, through the Foreign Office, a rep-
resentative of the Alien Property Custodian for the purpose
of gettlng further information ooncerning the method of
collaboration which the Alien Froperty Custodian has in
mind. In his letter, the President refers to the visit of
such representative as *informal,® and the Under Becretary
in his conversation several times used this word "informal®.
I gathered the definite impression that the Mexlocan Govern-
ment does not wish any ublioity with regard to a r re-
sentative of the Alien operty Custodian coming to Mexico
on this matter and that it desires the oconversations on the
matter to be kept on a purely informal and exploratory basis
untlil it 1s in a position to determine whether it is
able to entertain the method of eollaboration proposed.
While the President's letter refers to "a representative,”
I see no objection to several members, not exceeding two,
of the staff of the Alien Froperty Custodian proceeding to
Mexico for the purpose of such informal conversations, I
would strongly recommend, however, that no more than two
such representatives should come Tfrom the Office of the
Alien Property Custodian and that no publieity whatever
should be given to their trip or to its objectives. I say

and
The
the

this
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thie as I believe that such publicity would only tend to
defeat the objectives which both governmentes may have in
mind, The unfortunate publicity which has appeared in the
articles of several columniste, or at least one, in the
United Btatee, has not failled to come to the attention of
the Mexicaen Government, and has been annoying to it.

I can give no assurances that the informal conversatione
which the Mexican Government is prepared to enter into on
this matter will lead to a successful result, It is my op-
inion that the decision of the Mexican Government will de-
pend on the method of approach and upon the form of arrange-
ment which 1e proposed. For this reason it is I believe
important that the representative or representatives of the
Alien Property Custodian should not proceed to Mexico City
until they are fully documented as to the arrangement which
they intend to propose and are in a position to speak with
some authority ae to the detalle of the arrangement,

Should 1t be decided to send a representative or rep=
resentatives of the Alien Property Custodian to Mexloo City
to enter into these informal conversations with the Embaaay
and with the Minietry of Foreign Relations, I would ask to
be informed of the date of thelir prng&lad arrival, in order
that I may appropriately inform the Forelgn Office.

The original of the letter addressed to President
Roosevelt by President Avila Camacho, together with a copy
of this despatch, are being transmitted under personal
cover to Assistant Secretary Acheson,.

Respectfully yours,

G.8, Megeersmith.
Enclosures:
l. Copy of letter from President Avila Camacho to
President Roocsevelt,
2. Translation of above,

869,.2 Chemicals and Dyes, General
GEM/aw

To the Department in Original and 4 Copies,
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Excelent{simo Seffor Franklin D. Roosevelt

Presidente de los Fstados Unidos de Amériaa,
WASHINGTON, D, C,
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Corrapronclencia Jontblicular
Coterctos Unicios Waricancs

México,D.F., 9 de julio de 1943.

Excelentfeimo Sefior Franklin D. Rocsevelt,
Presidente de los Estados Unidos de América,
WASHINGTCN, D. C.

Muy estimado seflor Presidente:

Me complazco en acusar recibo de su atenta
sarta del 24 del mes pasado, en la que me indica la po-
gibilidad de gue el Custodic de la Propledad BEnemiga,
sefior Leo Crowley, ponga a disposicibn del Gobierno de
México los elementos de les empresas que administra, a
fin de contribuir al éxito de nuestras industrias quimi

/ ca y farmacdutica.

i Mucho sgradezco a usted el espontdneo ¥
amistoso interds con que se ha servido considerar este
asunto dentro del marco de estrecha cooperacidn en que
se desenvuelven las relaciones de nuestros puebles ¥,
aunque no estey por lo pronto en aptitud de tomar una
determinacién concreta sobre el particular, sf crec gue
gerfs muy conveniente que el propio geflor Crowley =0
un representante autorizado suyo- se trasladara, infor
malmente, a Méxice ccn el objeto de exponer mds amplia-
mente sus proyectos ya que todo lo que pueda redundar
en una colaboracidn de mutuo provecho para nuestras He-

pdblicas encontrard siempre en nosotros grata acogida.

PR
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81 estima usted que el viaje a que aludo
puede llevarse a efecto, le agradecerd me lo hag saber
¥ya sea directamente ya por conducto del sefior Embajador
Messersmith, gquien se halla al tanto de la cuestidn por
haberla empezado iguslmente a tratar con el sefior Secre
tario de Relaciones de México.

En los dltimos pdrrafos de su carta ae re-
fiere usted muy amablemente a nuestras entrevistas de
Uonterrey y de Corpus Christi, Yo conservo tambiédn el
mejor recuerde de las importantes conversaclones que sos
tuvimos en esa ocasidn, que me did la oportunidad de apre
elar directa y perscnalmente el noble fervor democrdtico
de su determinacién en pro de una polftica de equidad y
justicia social para nuestra América.

Con la esperanza de verle prdximamente en
la forma en que lo proyectamos durante nuestro encuentro
del mes de abril, salude & usted con toda estimacidn y
le reltero las seguridades de mi cordial amistad,

Ay el i



México, D.F., July 9, 1943.

His Excellency

Franklin D. Roosevelt,

President of the United 3tates of Amerlca,
Washington, D,C,

My dear Mr, Presldent:

I take pleasure in acknowledgling receipt of your
kind let of the 24th of last month, in whieh you
TMEMTion %ﬁe posBIbLIILItY that the Allen Property
Custodian, Mr, Leoc Crowley, put et the dlsposal of the
Mexican Government membera of the enterprises which he

manages, in order to contribute to the success of our
chemical and pharmaceutical industries,

I am very grateful toc you for the spontaneous and
friendly interest with which you have been good enough
to consider this matter within the framework of close
cooperation which characterizes the development of re-
lations between our peoples and, although for the
present I am not in a position to make u concrete
decision in this matter, I bellieve that it would be
verr sultable for Mr, Crowley himself--or his authorized
representative--to come, informally, to Mexico with the
object of explaining his projects more fully since
everything which could result in a collaboration of
mutual benefit for our Republics will always be warmly
welcomed by us.

If you consider that the trip I allude to can be
accomplished, I shall appreciate your letting me know
either directly or through Ambassador Messersmith, who
is fully acquainted with the matter as he has likewlse
begun discussions regarding it with the Secretary for
Forelgn Affairs of lMexioco.

In the last paragraphs of your letter you kindly
refer to our interviews at Monterrey and Corpus Christi.
I also retain the best of recollectiona of the important
conversations we had on that occasion, which gave me the
opportunity of appreciating directly and personally the
noble democratiec fervor of your decision in favor of a
policy of equity and social Justice for our America,

With the hope of seeing you scon in the manner in
which we planned it during our meeting in the month of
April, I greet you with all consideration and renew the
assurances of my cordial friendship.

M, Avila Camacho.
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