
e f5F /J1~XtCI / ,,3 



During a long con~eraation with the President 
ot Kexioo 7estarda7 afternoon prior to aT departure 
tor Washington tomorrow, 1i hie home at Loa Pinos, 
the Pr .. ident spoke in ieraa or the greatest admi­
ration and attection ot Preeident Rooae~elt. He in­
dicated olearl7 that in hie opinion the hopes not 
onlr or the united States and or Kexioo and all the 
~rioaa, but also ot the rest or the world, were 
oenterad in him and his wiae and aound pol1oha. He 
epoke ot the President in term. or great attection 
and he asked that when I asw the President on mr 
arriYal in Washington I would con~er to him hie ar­
tectionate greetings or respect and admiration, and 
ear that he bad a great desire, and had bad tor 
some ti11111, to know him. He realized that it was 
~er,r difficult tor the President to absent himaelt 
trom hie duties and to make anT tripe Whate~er, but 
he hoped that betors the tnd ot the wer, or certalnlr 
with the end or the war, the Preeldaat, at the aoment 
he would tind opportune, would ~ia1t Mexico. suoh 
a Yiait would she him sreat personal eatlataction 
and would han a great ettect in Mexico. He wiehid 
.. to ear to the Preaident that a great parohologi­
oal ohanse had taken plaoe aaong the Kexioan people, 
whoae eantl.IIUinta towarda the 'll'Alted States bad nrr 
rapidlr and nrr radioal!7 changed, and that he 
would tind hera an enthuiastio and moat tr1en4lr 
reception. The President eaid that auob a Yisit 
would ooneol1date in a moat •rked war the ohqed 
relationehipe between Kex!oo and the UDited Statea 
- relationahipa whiob would ban to be enr more 
oloee on the basis or the moat oaaplete autual co­
operation in e~•rr tield. 

Paranthetioallr, the Praeident eaid that be 
bad biaaelt a creat desire. to ~iait the UDited 
States and Praaident Rooae~elt, but be belie~ed 
that in thie cue it would aene enrr purpoae bet­
ter it Preaidant Rooenelt were to ~1ait Kexioo be­
tore he biaaelt Yiaited the united States. The et-
teot in e~u7 war or euoh a Yielt would be JIDre • 
•rked, not onlr in tile two oountriee but tbro~-
out the world. ~ 

"-
Kexioo, Januarr 1~, 19~). v' ' 



lly dear Fro.nl<Un, 

l ett ·r to;:,."Ou . 

t THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

llu loo ll. f 
J •.n . U., 1943. 

IJy sooretary has t;ono And I am tr .:in.,: to ty~o a sort ot 

Bel~n and l are ort tor Voraorut in t.~ aorn1nt anA I want t la to roaob 

you be~re l!r . lloaaor ami th t;ota to Tlasnint;ton . 

Onthla aun-oy ot the lloxioan roads I h v• covor•d ala>at tho 

entir" oountry . 

Tho fli st of tho m•ttor is l.!oxioo 1s bu1ldin11 roads oval !'Whor e except 

on tht l ine or th• Pan Acorioan Hi&J>way . 

Th poe 1blo reason t or this 1a t~t ~ hill" n.lt -.1a.de reJ. ••enta.tlone , 

t hrout;h our l!"bouy hero, o t oa poaitiv• notur• t o th• off ct t~~t\t we want tho 

Road oooploted . 

I roel aura you .ant th11 road as maoh a I do , 10 when you 

sao tho Anbaaoador , wont you impress him with thia i doa? 

Letters t o him fro: tho state 0 part:.ent evid ntl, b .. ve not boon clear 

in thia regard- in t • ct he tolla m• that &Ot1o of th• '"'"" to conyoy tho 

ide~ that we would be so.tiatied to l ot tho ro•d probleo r est till utter thowo.r. 

Th1 a ttitude aee>a to ~ormoato llaxioo ao well . 

It h • b en ate tee! to ne in tho ~ mba11y that tho Road is not or · 

atrate&ie val ue . - I en sure you know t-b t this itl not tno c ao, tor muny 

TOC•IOD • 

11y report , wh~n it oo:o.a , l'd 11 allow that a n. rood a ot no atr t• &io 1 

valu• •re boins built • 

It ony turthor advo.nco to Uexioo oculd b hold up until thio re~ort hac 



,. 
baa been receiYed, F•r h po a~e benerioial trade t~ the b•n tit ot the Pan 

American Bi~y mi~t roaul t . 

How tor th~ "£O••ir- ott the reoord" l- -- Uoro Helen ' s aotiYitiaa than ~e . 

She h .. lWiohed with Lira l.!ouorarQtll Md eat next to lid. LIIJ G)l, and 

on Christnae we dined at the ~bneey, and Onrol took her in to dinner . 

Sh" reports both very hU!lll'n and oha""int- and the King very o lever and 

£00d to talk w1 th . 

Yex1co a eema full or olebritiee. 

While to l lo inC a n road up the Pao1f1o , at Acapulco , we ran into ~rrol 

Flynn, hidin& from the lime l ight with a tttond in a littleinn there . 

Be was gosglin& tish, by the ¥ay- a rather sporting thing t o do , aa the 

fish seemed to have as muoh ohanoe as he, and ao~etimes more, depending on 

the aize ot the tiah . 

Juat between ouraelves , Flynn abdJhil !nglish fri end , 1/o Evoy, 

aotl!lod "ery decent 110deat chapsl 

Leila Delano , huabnnd and children nro hero and finally settled in an 

house - well, but having the servant t rouble thot a 61!ls to have rcaohed OVlll" 

thie count ry. 

Rot erring ap;ain t o the l'e aerami the . It see::>s to be th p;enero.l 

opinion that th~ J.mbeaaador is doins a £00' job. Fro:o rr>:J oba•rvation it 1a a 

one man ' s job. Be "'"""' to carry th e ..mole lead hinselt. 

llr& l!esoersmith entertains delil!:httully, without ap11 rent effort, 

and it Yer th8 time comes When she ha to tend tor herself I ~ sure she 

would llll'kc a moat admirable instructor in teaching diplot>At& how to intertainl 

Helen oayo , if you wiah, ..men ahr gets back to ••aehi~on next 

110nth, ahe will p;ive you all the "low do•11" or the celebritiee et al , here l 

For Heaven ' 1 oake, dont forget to toll !Jeeaeromith we want the road I 

Believe no, 



March 11 , 1943 

Sit it£! 

My dear Mr. President: 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of George Meeeer­

emith ' e report, made to me under date of l~rch 6 , of 

his conver sat i on with t he President and Foreign Min­

i s t er of Mexico regarding your vi sit to t hat country. 

As you will see, t he President of Mexico is enthusi­

a st i c about the prospect of your visit and about the 

general plana you have euggeeted. He also makes cer­

t a i n specific suggestions for your consideration. 

Will you let me know what your wishes may be with 

regard to these point e, and I shall appr eciat e i t if 

you will alao let me know whether you wish me to die­

cues t he matter involving Henry Wallace with him t or 

you or whether you would prefer to do it personally. 

Believe me 

En c. 

The President, 

The Whi t e House. 

, 

~0 
..... 0.,.. Let!e, 1·11-72 
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THE FOREIGN SErVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

--
Dear Sumner: 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Mexico, Maroh 6, 1943 

I received your seoret letter or March 2 with re­
gard to the President ' s plane, on the afternoon or 
March 3 just before I left to make my first call on 
Padilla sinoe my r eturn on !~aroh l. We naturally set 
aside all the many t hings we bad t o talk about to dis­
cuss this matter or the President 1 s visit, and I gave 
h1m the substance or your letter, maki ng it clear that 
for the present no one but the President of Mexico and 
he should know anything about it. Needless to eay, 
Padilla was very happy and thought the plans proposed 
1n the letter were entirely feasible and would be ac­
cepta~le to Presi dent Avila Camacho. He sa id the Presi­
dent would be tremendously pleased and happy when I 
gave him thie message. I cannot express to you t he 
satisfaction which t he proposed visit gave to Padilla, 
who said that it would be a transcendental and epoch­
making event in our relati onships, the effect of which 
on t he Mex1oan populace would be beyond words, 

He made the observation that he hoped you would be 
accompanying the President and I told him that I was 
confident you would wi sh to come and that the President 
•ould wish you to accompany hi m; that I had r a ised this 
point with you and you had sa id you would of course be 
only too happy to accompany President Roosevelt, if he 
a sked you to do eo and if oircumstsnces permitted. Padilla 
strongly expressed the hope that you would be able to 
accompany the President . 

Padilla said he would see t he President immediately 
and arrange for b1m to see me. 

Although the President of Costa Ri oa 18 here and 
there are all sort s of things going on, the President 
received me at Los Pinos yesterday , March 5, and I conveyed 

The Honorable Sumner Welles, 
Under Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. DBCVJ!STP'IED •*" Dq<. Let"''· 1·11·'12 
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to him the subst ance or your letter. I ca nnot tell 
you what gr atification the me .. age ca us ed the Pl'es ident 
&nd how deeply he vas ooved by the t ac t t ha t Pr es ident 
Roosevelt will come to Monterrey first. He vae or the 
opi nion that Monterrey would be the best place tor the 
meeting and he will or course be pr epared to go to Corpus 
Chrieti. President Av1la Cama cho expressed himself as in 
entire accord wi th the plana and quit e understood why 
Pr·esident Roosevelt could not come tart her t han Mon t errey, 
or stay longer. While the Prs aidsnt sa id that the plane 
wer e quite eat ietaotory a s proposed, and while he wished 
to tit himself entirely i nto Pr esident Roosevelt's plane, 
he did wish to think the matter over tor a rev days himself. 
He said the v1e1t bad such a tranecendenta.l impor tance 
t hat its full effect must not be lost . It would be, he 
said , an epoch-maki ng event in our relationships, the 
full advantage or which would have to be ava iled or in 
the interest or both countri es. He was looking forward 
with grea t eagerness to r ealizing hie long-s t a nding desire 
t o meet Pr esident Roos evel t, tor whom he had tbia great 
admiration ae a man and as a etates~n and a e a leader. 
Aside rrom this personal sa t i sfaction, ho~ever, our ~o 
countries in the present and in t he future would have to 
be bound by the strongest links and in the closest col­
laboration, and such a visit by President Roosevelt to 
Mexican soil at a time like this would have an eff ect 
&mong t he Mexican population beyond words, and the visit 
~ould have to be used t o t he fullest advantage. This vas 
t he phase or the matter to which he wished to give con­
sideration and he would comaunioate with me early next 
week. 

The President and Padilla tully realize t he necessity 
tor complete secrecy, whioh I am sure they wil l maintai n. 
They will eventua lly, ot course, have to take a tew more 
people into their confi dence. The President, however, 
observed that ae eoon as President Roos evelt's train 
ent ered Mexico and he arrived at Monterrey, hie presence 
in Mexico would ot course be known, jus t as it would be 
known in the var1oua places be would v1sit 1n the United 
Stat es on his contempla ted trip. The appropriate ar­
r angements could be made t hat there should be no mention 
in the press or over the telephone, radio, or t elegraph -
but hi s presence in Mexioo would ot course be known here. 
The Pres1dent ea1d that he understood tully the reasons 
tor secrecy on the grounds or securi t y , and eaid t hat no 
man ' s lite vas more preci ous in the world t oda1 than that 
ot President RooaeYelt. He hoped, however, that while the 
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President was here it would be possible for t hem to 
make some joint statement over the radio in Mexico from 
Mont errey , i ntended for the Mexican people. I told him 
I doubted whether this would be feasible, and referred 
to t he joint statement whioh you mentioned in your 
letter, which would be made after t hey separated at 
Corpus Christi. The President said be did not wish to 
abandon the idea, as the viait was eo important f or 
Mexico and i n our relationships that he hoped every way 
would be found to utilize it to the grea tes t advantage 
and maint ain al l measures or securit y. 

The President sa id that t here wa s one matter which 
he would have t o consider, a nd that wa s that be bad to 
get aut hori t y from the Congress t o leave t he country. 
The Mexican Constitution, he was afr a i d, provided that 
be could no t leave the country without t he permission or 
Congress, and be di d not have this. Thi s was one reason 
why be had not made some vis it& which he had been asked 
to make to other countries. I told t he President I t hought 
he coul d get around this very r eadily and without creati ng 
any speculat ion as to a tri p to the United Statee by ask­
ing the Permanent Commission or the Congress, which 
f unc t ions during t he recesses or that body, in a routine 
way for permission t o leave the country when and i f he 
might consider it advisable. I sai d that as it is known 
here that he has been a sked to vis it several countries, I 
did not believe this would arouse t oo great speculat i on 
so rar as a possible vi sit to the United Sta tes was con­
cerned. The President sa i d he t hought this was a good 
idea which he appreciated my giving hie and t hat he would 
consider t his matter in the next day or t~o. I personally 
do not believe t hat the necessity for seeki ng this routine 
authorization from the Permanent Commission will r a i se any 
difficulties or par t icular speculation, although one would 
naturally have to expect some. 

The President asked me to inform Pres i den t Roosevel t 
through you of his deep appreciation or thes e plane and or 
his great gr ati tude. While t he plene proposed were satis­
fact ory and we could cons i der t hem as eucb, as to dates 

nd pl aces , etc., be did wieh to give certain aspec ts bla 
consi deration in the next rev days, when he wo~ld communi­
cate witb me further. This is juet a preliminary word to 
say t bat t be plans for the Pree1dent 1 s trip can go for­
ward on t he ba s 1s or your letter. I shall be in touch with 
yo~ early next week. 



-4-

Whi le I think we must realize that it is more dit­
tioult to tollow the same procedure ot secrecy with re­gard to the Pr esident's trip which we are able to carry through at home, I teel eure that t he appropriate ar­r angements can be made here to t ake the same procedure here. I do not t hink t his need pre· ccupy the President. 

Just a word more to say tbat I think the carrying t_hrough of thie visit will go further to cement our re­lationships and open the way !or all sorts of things, 
than anything which could possibly be done. 

And now for another matter which is delica te and important . When I saw Padilla on March 3 on the a bove ma tter, be sa id he wished to speak to me not a e to the Ambassador but a s to a friend of the President a nd of 
hie, on a delica te queation. The Pr esident bad just 
bad a letter !rom Castillo NaJera, which he had shown him. In this letter Castillo Na jera ref erred to the tri p which Vice President Wallace is making to aeveral coun­tries or the Americas. It seems t hat Mrs. Castillo Najert aaw Mr. Wallace at aoc e aooial ga thering and 
reproached him in what Padilla ca l l ed "light conversa­
tion• !or not visiting Mexico when he went to these other countries . The Vice President replied that he 
would be very happy to go to Mexico too, but that he had not been asked. It seems that this conversati on got to 
~uintanilla , who as you know has this cloee friendship with the Vice President, a nd Quintanilla became very much i nte1•eeted and took up the matter with t he Vice Presi­dent, who sa id that or oourse he would be glad to go to Mexico if he were asked. The matter t hen came to t he attention of Caetillo Na jera , who I am sure is familiar through you with the Pr esident's plans to make this trip to Mexico, and who of course was not able to speak of this; but in his letter to President Avila Camacho must have 
indicated that in view or the President's trip to Mexioo one by the Vice President would not tit into t he picture at t his time. Padilla enid that o f course under ordinary circumstances the Mexican Government would be very glad to receive Vice President Wallace, who would always be a welcome vis itor here . But in the circumstances, he felt that the Mexican Government could not invite hi m unless it were understood that the Vice President would not oome. He gave me the i mpression that in view of the situation which bad been created they would like to ask him to come if they bad the aeeuranoe that , in view of the Pres ident's visit, be woul d find a reason !or not a ccepting. 
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I told him I was in entire agreement t hat , in view 
ot President Roosevelt's plans respecting Mexico, the 
Vice President should not i nclude Mexico i n his trip . 
I aa id that I thought it was very likely that t he Vice 
President did no t know ot the President's plana respect­
ing Mexico, aa the President was keeping hie plans with 
regard to his t rip through t he United States and t o 
Mexico among a very tew people. I said that I was sure 
that it the Vice President knew the President was planning 
to go to Mexico he would forget all about a trip to Mexico 
himself. 

Padilla and I agreed, therefore, that the beet pro­
cedure would be for me to give you the above information 
whi ch you could convey to t he President - - the thought 
bei ng that the President would t ell the Vice President 
ot t he embarrassing situation in which the Mexica n Gov­
ernment found it self, and eay that while t he Mexican 
Government would ordi narily grea tly welcome a visit ot 
the Vice President , in the circumstances if he (t he Vice 
Preaident) received an invitation from Mexi co he should 
find a good r eason for not accepting. Padilla sa i d 
that when he had this knowledge that the President had 
spoken to t he Vice President about the matter and when 
he (Padilla) knew t hat the Vice President would find an 
adequate reason to refuse an invitation to come t o l~exico, 
an invi tation could then be appropr iately sent to t he 
Vice President - perhaps while he is in Chile or one ot 
those other countries - asking him to stop in }!exi co on 
his return trip; and t he Vice President could then find a 
convenient reason to r egret. I could see that the Presi­
dent and Padilla feel that they have been put into a posi­
tion where they must also send an invitation to the Vice 
Presi dent , but they do not teal his visit would be oppor­
tune at this time when the President has these pl ans . I 
told Padil la t hat I thought t his was the best way out t hat 
I could see. 

Padilla asked me to take up this matter with t he 
President and you ext r a-off icially and no t through t he 
Department , as they did not w1eh it to be a mat ter ot 
record and t hought it better t o keep it i n tbia altogether 
informal and perso nal channel. I assured him that I would 
do thia. 

I am· eorry t o have to impose t his phase ot the matter 
on the President and you, but I should appreciate your 
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taking t his up vith him at t he earliest opportunity so that you oan send me word to the effeot that the Preeident has talked t his over with the Vioe President, so that Padilla may know tha t if an invitat i on is sent t o the Vi oe President to oome here he will find an ap­propriate way of not aooepting at this time. Padilla said he and President Avila Camacho wish me to emphasize to President Roosevelt and t o you that of oourse in o t her ciroumstances they would always be glad to recei ve the honor of a viait from t he Vioe President. 
With reapeot to this phase or the matter, I would appreciate your sending 1te word at your early oonvenienoe as I t hink t he situation oreated inadvertently by Senora Castillo NaJera has embarrassed them here and they do not wieh to have any embarrassment or misunder­sta nding so far as the Vioe President is oonoerned. 
liith all good wishes, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

GEORGE S. MESSERSMITH 



• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

) 
/ 

!larch 12, 194). 

M!IIORilliOOJl FOR 

THE UliDER SECRETA!tt OP BTAD 

In re&ard to the latter trom 
Meaaerasith I think it il all 
ri&bt tor the President or 
Mexico to ae t author1t7 to l~3Ve 
tbe c eND t1'7 • 1 tbou t 1n &nT wa)' 
auno1Dlc1ng what directiOD he ia 
lOin& in. 

In r eaard to Yice Preai4ant 
Wallace, it is par:ect~ siapla 
tor 7011 to arran&• to have 
Wallace decline the 1nv1tat1oo 
oo tbe around that be baa to 
be baclt 1n waahln&too aa qu1citl)' 
aa polaible atter bia ~1• trip 
1n order to praaide onr the 
Beoata • 

r. ». a. 
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Dear Pa1 

THI!: U NDER SECRETARY 01" STATE 

WASHINGTON 

ll&rCh 11, 19~ 

I .a eneloaing a copy ot a l atter I have received 

traa Ambaaeador Meaears.ith Which ia dated March B, 

.nd which ia aalt-oxplanatory. I eball be grateful 

i t you will tind out wb&t the Prea14ent 1 a wiehn JU.y 

b e wi th regard to the two pointe r&iead i n tbie lat­

ter and let aa know eo that I aay intora Mu .. raai th 

accordingly. 

Believe •• 

B:Dcloaura 

MeJ or General Edwin M. Watton, 
Secretary t o the Praaidant, 

The White Houaa. 

DllCl.A8SIPIIID 
lllot4 Dope. ........ J.IJ.'Il 

117 J. lldooublo o. .. f EB 1 1~72 



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OP '1'BB 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AMERICAN EMBASSX 

llex1co, March 8, 1943 
SEPT 
Dear s~ers 

I have to rater further to your eecret letter or March 2 and my reply ot Karch 6 w1 th regard to the Pree1dent'• v1e1t. I eaw Padilla at noon today, Just atter he had had a long talk w1 th President .&vila c .. acho. He reiterated that the Pree1dent 1e much pleaeed and indeed very happy ever theee plane. The Pree1dent told him that the plane 1n principle were entirely eat1etactory to billl. 

Padilla ea1d that there were t wo pointe which had to be CCIIleidared: UDder the Mexican Coneti tut1on the Pree1dent or Mexico cannot leave the country without the authority ot the Congreee . Thie, Padilla says, will be very eilllple becauee the author1 t:y can be secured tr0111 the Congress w1 thout arousing any idea that the Pre d-. dent 1e planning a trip to the United States or that Pree1dent Roosevelt could be coming here, Pree1dent Avila C&lll&cho baa received several v1a1te tr0111 other Pru1dente during hie term, and the Preeident or Coata Rica ia here now. It, therefore, the President aaka tor authority to make a vie1t outa1de or the country, he can do eo merely on the bae1e that he may be under the neceed ty or returning ecae or these vial te. 
Padilla aaya, however, that there 1s a much more important queet1on which he has to go into, and that 1a 'lhethar under the llexican Conat1tut1on, it the Pree1dent leaves the country even tor a taw houre he baa to nae a eubat1 tute, Padilla eaye the Mexican Conet1tut1on h very badly worded in thia rupect and very unclear, and he wae atud:ying it at the request or the Preeident th1a afternoon. He aa1 d that 1t 1 t ap­pear a froa the Coneti tution that the Preddent would have to name a aubat1tute tor auch a brief abaence, then the Preeidant would alllloat t1nd hiaaelf utopped fraa entering the UD1ted Statu at thia tiae. Por varioua 

The Honorable Sumner Wellea, 
UDder Secretary ot State, Waahington, D.C. 

reaaCIIla 
Dl!ic:UlJsJmll) 

.... no,... ......... 1·11·72 
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rea1on1 which it i1 not nece11ar7 to go into here, but which you will appreciate, it would be inconvenient tor thl Pre1ident at thie time to naae a subetitute. Pa41lla 1ay1 that it h111tuc17 ot the Con1t1tution laadl him to the conclu1ion that the Preeident would have to name a 1ub1titute, then be i1 aura you would undaratand that un4er the•• circua1tance1 the Pre1ident could not do acre than accompeny Preaident Roosevelt to the border. Pa41lla UJI that the Preeidant 1a very arutioue to sat toot on our 10il and actually to return this vieit at Corpus Cbr1at1 , and you .. ,. be sure that they will JUke averJ attort to tind a solution. On the other hand, I am aure you will underltmd end the President will undsretand that it it ie neceesary tor Pre1ident Avila Camacho to name a sUb1tituta under the Constitution, be could not do so at this time . 

I do not believe thie will cau1e any 1erloua in­convenience, becau .. I think it it turna out that the Pre1ident can accompanJ President Roosevelt onlJ to the border, an appropriate explanation can be made. 
Pa41lla laid that be would like to inquire about two point•· He 1aid that theJ can tind an appropriate place in Monterrey tor a 41nner, either tor a amall 41nner, a mediua- lized 41nner, or a large one . He would like to know what President Roosevelt wishel in this respect . I think Preeident Avila Camacho and Pe.41lla tavor the ide a ot a me41 \1111 or a larger dinner, rather than Juat a dinner with batt a dozen people. Padilla laid that Pre1ident Rooaevalt's pre1enca in Monterrey ot courae will be known. Thia could not be kept aecrat. Under thaae circumstancea President Avila Camacho taela that a me41ua dud 41nnar would be verr deairable, at Which Praaidant Rooaavelt could make a briar apeach. He would 11ka to know what the Praai­dent 1 e wiahes are with regard to the 41nner and whether he would be w1111ng to make a ehort epeech. Preddent Avila Camacho and Pa41lla hope very much that the Pree1 -dent can do thia . 

Pa41lla alao wiahaa to know Praaidant Rooaavalt 'a wiehu with regard to the rollowing1 Be laid that ot courae there would be no advance notice or the Presi­dent'• being in »onterray. Hie arrival there would caaa a• a aurpriae to the people or the city. Once ther•, however, his pre .. nca would be known. Pa41lla 1aid 

that 

• 



I 

that the enthuaiaam of the Monterrey populace would be 
enormous and that it would be a great dieappointment 
for them not to see the President. They could of oourae 
make all ~propriate arrangements by the placing of 
troops, etc., completely to isolate the President; and 
he thought it would be a splendid thing, as did Presi­
dent Avila Camacho, if President Roosevelt could ahow 
himself from a balcony or in a0111e way to the people of 
Monterrey. I &Ill inclined to think that th1a can be 
done. The Mexican police and military can be depended 
upon to take all the security measures which are neces­
sary or desirable, and theae could be worked out with 
someone whom you could eventually send down here to 
talk over this matter with me and Padilla. The question 
Padilla would like to have answered now ia whether the 
Preeident would object to or find it inconvenient to 
appear before the people of Monterrey. It would mean, 
I auppoae, hie going onto the balcony or the building 
in which the dinner will be held, Personally I hope 
the Preaident may be able to accede to this, as it will 
not oauae too good an impreaaion if he is kept away 
from the people, and hie appearing before the people 
will have a tremendous effect all over Mexico. 

So tar aa the preaa, cable and telephone arrange­
menta are concerned to bring about the necessary secrecy, 
these can be made. The actual presence of the President 
in Mexico and in Monterrey will of course be known just 
aa it will be known in the varioua plants and oitid 
to which he goea. 

I should appreciate your giving me a word with 
regard to the two queation.a in this letter aa aoon aa 
you may conveniently be able to do ao. 

With all aood wiahee, 

cordially and faithfUlly yours, 

G. S. KESSERSJliTB 

_____ ) 
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THE WHITI HOU81 

WASHINGTON 

~&Arab 16, 1943· 

IIEIIOIWfDUK FOil 

THE tniDER BEORETA.R:i OJ I:ITATE 

Tell Meaaeraaith I Who11J 
a&ree that a ... 11 41DDer or a 
Md1- aiaed one 1n llontorey 
would be 1111ch t he beat. 

In resard to ahow1n& IIY-
18lr before a c rowd I thinlt 
1 t w111 deJ*IA wboili oo the 
pb1a1cal proble• aD4 on the 
approYal or the Secret Senice. 
You ailht •aDd tor JU.ke 1\eUlJ, 
the tu.ad or tbe 1lh1 t4l Bouae 
Secr et Serrtce Detail. I thinlt 
he 1a goin& to Monterey ahort:cy 
and perhaps he could try to 
work aoaethinl out. 

r. D. •· 



TH E UNDER SECR£TARY Or STATE 
WASHINGTON 

Dear Pat 

I have recehed toda7 a turther letter tr<a 
George JIUaeraaith with regard to the Preaident'a 
vialt to Mexico. I aball appreoiate it 1t JOU will 
let me know what the Pres ident•• deo1a1on m&J be 
with regard to the queationa ralaed 1n the laat two 
paragraphs or thia letter. 

Believe,.. 

a1noere 

Bnoloeuret 
Pr<a George s. Meneraaith, arch 11, li43. 

General Bc1w1n II· wataon, seoretar7 to tt. Pr .. idant, 
The White Bo~•• • 

' 
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Dear Suawra 

AKERICAH EMBASSY 
Mexico , xaroh ll, l 9tZ 

I have to rarer to ~ aeoret lettera or March 6 and M&roh 8 1n replf to roura ot March 2 with regard to the Preaident•a visit, I aaw Padilla late laat night at h1a roqueat and he aaid that be had atudied the queation or Preeident Avila Oamaoho •a departure troa XeSioan eoil. Tbe oonetitution, he round troa atuQr, made it neoeaearr to aek the pers1eaion ot the Congreaa , but th1a would not preaent &Df d1tt1oult1ee. Va.r1oua vieih had been made bf other Preaidenta or tbl Alllerioan Statu to Mexico, which the Prea1dent or Mexi co would 1n due oourae have to return, and i t would there­tore not oauee &nf comment were the Preaident to ask Oongreae ror pera1aa1on temporaril7 to absent h1maelt t r oa Mexican ao1l to par via1ta ot oourtear when and 1r tlw circuaatanou aigbt .U:e it dea1rable, He ea1d the Preaident or co at& Rio& bad Juat been hera and aa I would bava noted 1n the aorn1ng paper• had made publiclJ a V.J:7 atrong atatement expreaaing the hope that tbe Preaident or .. xico would ahortl7 v1ait Coat& Ri ca. Padilla eaid be did not believe, therefore, that the requeat ot the Preaident to the Oongreea to leave Mexi­can soil would create anr undue apeculat1on, and that what there waa would be directed towarde other American Republica than ouraelvoa. 

Padilla allo aaid that be bad carorullr atud1ec1 the provhiona or tha Oonat1tut1on with regard to tlw appoint.ent or a aubatituta when tbe Preaident latt Mexican aoil. He waa convinced, and waa eo adviaing the Preaident, that when the Prua1dent lett Mexican eon tor onlr a abort period auoh •• thia oonte~~Pl&ted ror t be viait to Corpua Chriati, be would not have to appoint a aubatitute. Tba appointment or a aubatitute waa, in hia opinion, roroaeen b7 the Conat1tution 1n oaae or aickneaa, 1noapacitr, or abaence over a period or t1ae. so rolt aura that Preaident Avila O&~aobo would accept bia interpretation or tba Conatitution 1n thia aenae. 
~ Honorable 

Su.1er Welle a, 
Aottns sacretarr or State, 

Waahingtan, D· c . 

DJIJClLAssiFnro 
Stat. ()eJK_ Lf!l.\tT, 1·11-72 

ay J. Sdwouble o... FEB 1 0 19~~ 
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Padilla aaid that ot oour.e it the Conatitut1on did re~uire the appointaent or a aubatitute tor the President in oa .. ot a abort abaenoe, the Preaident would not t or the preaent be able to leaYe Mexican ao1l, ae the appoint­ment ot a aubatitute would be inadviaable, 
With reapect to t he ata7 at Monterre7, Padilla aa1d that he had been talking with the President and he and the Preaident both telt that Preaident RooaeYelt would not whb &n1 large dinner. Re telt aura that Prea1dent Rooae­Yel t would prater a aull dinner or a nr7 JDed1um-a1ud one • rather than a larger one . I told bi111 that in tbh I wae certain the7 were right but I had alreaQJ taken thia up with 70u and tbe Prea1dent and I would have a repl7 abortl7o 

Padilla bowenr did aa7 that he thought it would be adviaable tor the President to abo• b1maelt to the people ot Monterr•T • and perhapa lUke ao- briet reaarka to thea. Re aaid that ot courae the Preaident 1 a arrival at Monterr•T would not be known and there would not'tie a ora-d on b1e arr1YalJ but hia preaenoe would beoo .. i..adlatelT known and there would be a crowd and 1t would have a nr, good ettect 1t the Prea1dent allowed biJuelt betore hie departure and •de aoae re118rka. I a aid tl:8 t I had alao taken thia up with 70u and would be hearing troa 70u 1n due coune and that I telt 1t waa YerT adYiaable tor Preaident Rooaevelt to do thia. 

With all good wiabea, 

Cordiall7 and !a1tbtul17 7oura, 

G, S , IIBSSBRSiliTR 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 24, 1943 

My dear Mr. President : 

I have received today a confidential letter 
f rom George J.!eseer smith dated !-larch 22 which I be­
lieve you may wish to read over. 

If there are any changes in the plane indi ca ted 
by Meeserami th wh1oh you wish to have made, will 
you let me know and I will then wt·i te him directly. 

Believe ce 

Eno . 

The President, 

The White House. 

DI!IC!I.AJlSIP!a) 
8tate 0epK. t.eu.er. 1-lt.'N 

ar u • .._ n.... FEB 11 197Z 



Dear Sumner: 

AMERI CAN EMBASSY 
Mexico, March 22, 1943 

With reference t o our recent correspondence oo o­
ceroing the visit of the President to Mexico, Mike Riley 
arrived here on Thursday, following your t elegram 381 
of March 16, 10 p. m. We had a long talk the afternoon 
of his arrival and I advised President Avila Camacho 
that I wi shed to see him. I ca lled on hi m Friday after­
noon at six o'clock and t ook Riley with me , a s I wished 
him to have an opportunity of ·seeing t he Preaiden t . I 
had him present during t he conversation with t he Presi­
dent, but of course Riley does not understand Spanish. 

I told the President that President Roosevelt's 
plans with regard to arrival at Monterrey at 4 p. m. on 
the 20th and leavi ng at 10 p. m. st i ll stood and tha t 
Riley was here to discuss with the off icer whom he 
might designate certain questions of arrangements i n 
Monterrey bearing principally on security and comfort. 
The Presi dent said that he would designate MaJor Vinale, 
who is one of hie personal aides and who speaks English , 
to remain in contact with Mr. Riley and to go with hi m 
to Monterrey i n order to look over the ground. He 
sai d tha t he would give appropriate instructions to 
MsJ or Vina ls Monday morning , March 22nd, a nd that the 
MaJor would accompany Riley to Monterrey. 

The Pre sident showed his ext r aordinary satisfac­
tion that the plans tor t he visit are proceeding and 
concerning his genuine pleasure there is no doubt. He 
sa id t hat t he night befor e he had wished that I were 
with him at a meeting at Bel las Artes during which Lom­
bardo Toledano made a speeoh and i n which Lombardo made 
reference to President Roosevelt. He said that he had 
never i n Mexico seen such spontaneous and extraordinary 
enthusiasm as was shown by the l arge audience at the 
mention of the Presi dent's name. He said it wa s Just 
a nother indica tion ot the extraordinary manner in which 
President Roosevel t had won the regard and respect ot 
the Mexican peopl e. He was very sorry that I had not 
been there to witness the spectacle with him. 

The Honorable Sumner Welles , 
Under Secre tary of State, · 
Washington , D. C. 

DECL.ASSIFI£0 
&tate .Dept. L-e-lLe.r, l·ll·?'l 

FEB 11 1972 ., J. ScbMtblo n.-., __ _ 
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The . Presid'ent sa i d that he had been giving a 
great deal of t hought to President Roosevelt's visit. 
He was a little hampered by the t a ct that I had told 
him that no ment i on coul d be made o! t he Pres i dent ' s 
visit to Monterrey in the Mexican press , eto., until 
t hey released a joint sta tement in Corpus Christi on 
their arrival t here. I told him that I was able to give 
him a good piece of news i n t his connection, a s 
~lr, Riley had been able to inform me that it was Presi­
dent Roosevelt ' s intent i on that his visit t o Mexico 
should be known in Mexico a nd t he United States once 
he arrived at Monterrey . The President sa id t his would 
grea tly f acilitate his plans and &t t he same time would 
make it more possible tor t he visit to have its full 
effect . 

The President went on to say t hat he is t hi nking 
along these linea: He a s sumed that Padill a and I would 
be going north ahead o! time, either t ogether or 
separatel y, to meet the President's train and board it, 
so that we would be on the train with the Pr esident when 
he arrived in Monterrey. (I discussed this af t erwards 
with Mr. Riley, who said he was sure the Pr es ident would 
be quit e in a ccor d with Padilla ' s and my boardi ng the 
t rain so as 'to be on it when 1t arrived in Monterrey . 
I suggested to Riley t hat t he t r ain might be stopped a t 
a pla ce previously de t ermined upon just af ter crossing 
the frontier and beyond Nuevo Laredo, not in Nuevo 
Laredo, and we could board the tra i n.)--rhe-Pr esident 
sai d he would be a t the station t o meet President Roose­
velt. He could boa rd the tra in and have a bri ef talk 
with t he Pr e sident, and t hen they would proceed together 
to a pl ace in the ci ty where a reviewing stand wo uld have 
been erect ed. There would t hen be a defile before the 
two Presidents ot contingents ot Hexican troops and "l a r ge 
numbers or Mexican school children. • This l atter, I may 
say, is always a very i mportant thing here in Mexico, a s 
they like t o emphasize the civilian s i de or things and 
bring in the school children. After such a review, which 
would give a t i ne opportunity tor the people ot Monterrey 
to see the President, the President could then r etire to 
his oar or to a house which President Avila Camacho would 
l i ke t o arrange tor hi m in Monterrey tor hi s comfort, 
and then after a brief r est pr oceed to t he place where 
the dinner was to be held. Af t er t he dinner t he President 
oould return to the car and pr oceed to Corpus Christi, 
and President Avila Camacho would follow shortly thereafter 
in his own train. 
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The President sai d that if Preside nt Roosevelt 
desired to eee a little bit of Monterrey, they oould 
t ake a short drive i n an automobi le t o various sect i ons 
of the city before they proceeded to the reviewing 
stand from t he train. Thi s of oourae he would leave 
to the President' s discreti on and wishes. I th i nk 
9robably President Roosevel t would wish t o do t his, ae 
even a twenty-minut e drive before they went to the re­
viewing stand would give him an i dea of t he city, and I 
t hink it would be a good thing. 

So far as the dinner i s concerned, I told t he Presi­
dent that a small or medium di nner would euit President 
Roosevelt best. Riley, however , had told me t hat t he 
President had s ooken to hi m in terms of a "banauet •. I 
ther efore told t he President t hat anythi ng t hat be would 
wish t o do in t he form of a di nner , whiob would not be 
too large, would be accep table to President Roosevelt . 
The President said t hat be was thinki ng of using Presi­
dent Roosevelt ' s trip to the greatest possible advantage 
in tbe interest of both countries and he t hought it would 
be well to have a di nner of some 50 to 60 per sons . I 
told t he Pre~nt I was quite sure this would be acceptable . 

The Pres ident sa id t hat so f ar as t he arrangement s 
for President Roosevelt's security were concerned , we 
need have no fears , as t he President would be welcomed 
as few people ooul d be i n Mexico, and certainly more then 
anyone else at this time. It was , however, alwaya desir­
able t o t ake certain measures of eecur1ty and t hese would 
be worked out between Mr. Riley and MaJor Vinals. The 
President eaid that as t h is visit of hi s own t o Monterrey 
had been something which t he people in t he north had been 
wanting f or some t i me, he bad already told some of his 
people that he was goi ng to Monterrey a t t hat time , and 
thie made possible certain arrangements ahead of time 
whi ch would ostensibly be t aken eolsly because of his 
vieit. He eni d the f a ct that his visit would occasi on 
t he presence in Monterrey of the military also made t he 
appropriate arrangements much mor e easy. I may say in 
this connection that the Mexicans do this sort of thi ng 
very well . I have seen the arrangements which were made 
tor t he arrival of several Presidents here recently, and 
they were carried through extraordinarily well by t he 
military. I thi nk t hat so f er as security i s concerned 
ther e need be no fears . Mr. Riley and Major Vinale will 
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work out t he deta ils bef ore Riley returns to Wa shing­
ton. 

The Pr e sident ie very anxious that there should be 
a n addres s by President Roo sevel t and by himself a nd 
he is quite agr eeable to have this at t he time which may 
s eem most appropri ate. It could ot course be done at 
the reviewing stand. The President, however , t hi nks it 
wo ul d be more appropr i ate to have this at t he dinner, 
when the addresses coul d be transmitted to the people 
outsi de by loud- speaker and over t he r adio. He hopes 
t her e will be no inconvenience to arrangement s bei ng 
made tor the transmieeion ot t he addresse e, whether made 
a t the reviewing s tand or at the dinner , by r adio both 
in Mexico and in the Unit ed St a tes. There would seem to 
be no i nconvenience in this, in view ot t he tact that 
Pr es i dent Roosevelt has now indica ted that his presence 
in Monterrey ca n be known in Mexico a nd at home as soon 
a s he arrives in l·lonterrey . Pa renthetically, a t this 
point I shoul d say that this decision ha s given Presi­
dent Avila Camacho a great deal ot r el i ef, because the 
visit i s r eally a transcendent al matter in Ameri can­
Mexican relationships and if nothing could be done 
toward maki ng it public until after the two Presidents 
reached Corpus Christi, it could leave the i mpression 
in Hexi co t hat t here had been fea rs tor t he President 's 
sa fe ty, etc. In any event, you will readily appreci a te 
t ha t the visi t will have a t remendously i mpor t ant effect 
in Mexico, i t Pres ident Roosevelt's presence here can 
be known i n Mexico a nd at home as soon as he arrives i n 
Monterrey. 

So f ar as t he security of the train on Mexi can soil 
i s concerned, you may be sure t hat the appropri ate pre­
cautions will be t aken to gua rd the track between 
Monterrey a nd Laredo. 

I make here the observation that the President's 
train should not stop in La redo or Nuevo Laredo in 
passing t hrough, either going or coming . It should 
pass through these cities without stopping. The sa ms 
i s t rue ot the Pres ident ot Mexico' s train . To thi s end 
we will have to make the appropri ate arrangements with 
our own people and the Mexicans , but this ot course is a 
simple matter and does no t require any previous action. 
We have in Laredo t his terrible pest Allen, wi th whom 
the Department is fully f amiliar , and t he possibilities 
of dis turbance by this man would be serious and cannot 
be discounted. I have to l d Riley about Allen. 
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I have told Ri ley that I hope very much you will come and that I think it would be moat useful in many ways. I am sure it will help Padi lla tremendously if you will come; end hie position i n Mexico is something we must help to maintain. 

Riley scya that the President's party arriving in Monterrey will be very ecall. I hnve suggested that it might be a good thing for the Pres i dent to bring t he new Commander of the Third Oorpa Area who replaces General Kreuger. There will be a lot of high-ra nking military in Monterrey if only because or President Avi la Camacho's visit t here, and I think it would be most ap­propriate to have a high- r anki ng Army of ficer accompany the President, especially ae there will be this military parade. Riley aeems to think that the President would wish to bring the Commander or t he Third Corps Area or perhaps General Somerville. I hope this will be f avor­ably consi der ed by the President. 

Riley has severa l or hie people in l~onterrey wants in any event to go up there t his afternoon. have told him to go. The President sa id he would t he appropriate inst ructions to Major Vinala t his 

and he 
I 

give 
morning to accompany Riley to Monterrey, but as I may not hear from the President until late this after noon, there is no reason why Riley should not go to Monterrey today and I will arrange to have Vina le meet hi m ther e. Riley naturally want s to look over the gr ound and get back to Washingt on a s soon as possible. 

I r the President should want you to accompany him, which I hope he will, you could fly t o Fort Worth or some place indicated and t ake the train a t tha t point. 
President Avila Camacho t old me t hat he W38 very a nxious to have t his visit make its full etrect . l~hile his own presence i n Monterrey would give t he opportunity ror son:e special arr angements or various kinde, he had i ndicated to some of hie people who were making the ar­r a ngements ror his own visit t hat it was Quite possi ble that while there he would receive also a visit of some distinguished person !roc London or somewher e. This would make i t possible to make a little bit more elaborate preparations t han he woul d ordinar ily make f or his own reception. I gather ed f r om all the Presi dent ea i d to me tha t he has taken our injunction not to menti on the 
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President ' s visit to anyone other than Padilla most s eriously, and it he s of course handicapped him a great deal , and t his i s , I believe, why he has resorted to thle subterfuge. I n any event, it ie quite clear that he has no t told people, even those in his confidence, that he is expecting t his visit from President Roosevelt. He srys t hat when t he distinguished stranger arrives in Monterrey it will be a pleasant a nd great surprise even to those in his confidence. 

I have tried to clear this up with Riley as much as I could and he plana to tly back from Hont:errey aft er he has seen Mc jor Vina l s there-- tomorrow, I hope, and then proceed to Washington ~here he wil l report to you and the President. I have, however, wa nted to get t his word to you in t he meantime; al t hough Riley will be making his own report to you and t o the President , I thought lt might be helpful f or you to have this in writ­ing. 

Pres i dent Avila Camacho said t hat he was preparing his speech and would let me have a copy in due course, but I t hink the Pr esident wil l wish to think of his own remarks before waiting to see those ot the President here. I am sure that President Avila Camacho i n hie own speech will cover at least three point s : (1) an expres­oi on or bis own personal admi ration and respect for the President ; ( 2) an expression or the admiration a.nd respect ot the ~!exican people and t he people of t he Americas tor the President; (3) what he believes to be the transcendental neture or this visit in the histor y or Mexican-American re l at i onships and an indioation or t he collaboration or the two countries no t only for t he near range but also for the long range. The President or course has not indicated to me what be ia going to say 1o hi s speech as yet , but knowing him as I do I feel sure we can take it tor granted he will cover t heoe three points. 
I hope to be able to aee Pa~illa today and put him au courant ot what has happened. I saw him l a st a week ago today , and I could eee t hat he was no t reeli ng fit . He baa been out or circulation since and staying at Cuernavaca , where, in spit e or t he many reasons I wish to see hi m, I d i d not d i sturb him, as he has not been reeling well at all. I think it is hi e s t omach or h1s kidneys. One o f the strange things is that although 
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Padilla ha s lived most of his life in Mexico , I think he i s one of those who suffer some of t he inconveniences of t he altitude. His indisposi tion is nothing serious but he bas been away from his desk tor a full week. I wi ll see him t oday if he gets back. 

Cordi a lly and r a1thfully yours , 

G. S. MESSERSMITH 
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'tROI.: r J.aex1oo 01tT 

Dated .• pr11 aa, 
• 194) 

Reo•4. .A.~>ril ks, 'Pa· 
S.Oratal')' ot 13t a to 

':.'UhJ.Q6tOA. 

,\-949, .• rll 28, 11 o, a • 

.-a .. :r•• alrgra )lo. ·•· 924, .A,pril 2), Uz OO 11.a., 1943 Wid 
proY1oua toleeru• rCisardi.D.tS t he 11ontorro1 aeot1Jl8. 

Attar tolling ra~ortera luot ~•onlnG that it waa not hie 
fWIOtion to I)'Ath .. h:e the top1oa oonnrH4 upon botwHn 
Proaldenta .\Ylla CaiWIOho an4 Hooaenlt at their roo'ent aoot1.11&, 
roralp seoretar:r Padilla aa14 thllt he oould toll t~aa .oeYer­
theloaa that t~ ·.a.11eat1on of M n6.1ns Uexloan troop• to t~ 
bclttlo tronta ha4 not beec 4bouaaod. uo aald that OA ~··­
.ant waa under d1aouaa1on, tho detail• or whioh he hoped to 
Ita a'bla t o llll.ka .illlblio w1 thin a few day a, loo<ci nc t oo1al'd the 
aoqu1a1t1on by ~axioo or ·maob1nary not bainB o~.Lrren~ly llee4 
1n tbe t1n1ta4 Stotea • war etrort with which new 1n4)latr1e8 
ooul4 'be eatabliaho4 1n uexloo. Tblo a.sotlat i on ... co tar 
a4Yanoo4 t hat Lloxioo 1a •oae.ataril:y awdtl.ne tho ..rrh al ot 
.AIM1'1oao expert a to malta the nao .. ear:r atu41... Ho a44e4 
that .uuioo hu4 alao beu noaotlati ns t or o 11lP.Pl1 ot &Qiolll­
tural J~~Uhlnarr • 

l'a4Ul a told. reporters that tho :.:Onterra:r 111o~t~ wu not 
an •1no1dect ot protocol" b11t an "alQ<lll81lt oxpreeaion ot u. 
auata1no4 i/Olioy ot sol1ilar1ty 1o the li&r and of 11 oom::~unity 
or ••~iratioaa t or tho paaoo• . He eoid that Frealdaot Rooao­
Yalt hl4 oxproaH4 hiaealt aa ~prooiatlna h1Qhl:r tho ~roduo­
tlon otrorta ot ~axioo 1n wh1oh t 4o worJcara oro •••~•Une ao 
ooneo1ont1oll011· · 

Aa tor hie poraonal ~roea1one ot Proa14oot RooeoYolt, 
vhloh ho had eathoro4 dl.lrln8 • 000\'0l'l&tlon uh1oh t ook ;1~o• 
aboard the u ttar•• t rain, ~. r-a4Ula lw4 o'baono4 that "in 
h1a wo1'da, 1n hla oountOG&DOo 1llun1no4 'b7 oonY1otion1 there 
'blll'llo4 the 41'8&t10 .panorua ot tbl war ud tho pJ'OIUua ot 
pkoo•. "Ho 1a a loador or h•vanit:r. Ho 1• a liiMD 1n whoa 
tho clolllooraoloa haYa faith" . TbO lloxloan proaa, ho aa14, ha4 
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g1Ten genuine ond unmistakable proof ot the ndulration bnd 

&JIIIptttby 11h1ob the Uexiollll people rel t f or l'rell1deut 

!l0088Yelt. 

In hla 1nten1e'lr, Dr . Jad1lla roterrecl pdrtioul< rly 

and &1£ll1t1olllltly to tho plensu.re it han ,,1ven bin to aee 

the Under Secretary . 

Clippinee by a i rcuil . 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 

WASH INGTON 

Ma;y 4, 1943 

•ty dear Mr. President: 

In the belief t hat it will be or interest to 

you, I enclose her ewith a copy of a l etter to me 

from George Messersmith dated April 30 with r egard 

to your visi t to Mexico . 

Believe me 

fully yours, 

J ' 

Eno. 

The President, 

The White Bouse. 



Mexico , D. P., April )O, 194) 

Dear Sllllller 1 

I haw bean wanting to write ;rou ner ainca I returned to Mexico Cit y l aat Saturday aTening but I haTe bean bUaJ aYery ~t aince . Padilla and I drOTe down together b7 car trom MOnterre:r to Mexico CitJ{ which ia a ooatortable two da:ra• trip bJ aut 0110bi e onr a beautitul road , and we had tiaa to talk owr •n:r tbinga. 

Tba Pr esident r eturned to Mexico City laat aTaniQ& u he made q ll1 t e a tour ot aoma ot the town a 1JI tba aortb ot t he country . I aball undoubtadlJ ba aaaing him in a taw da:ra • . 
" Tba reaction in Mexico to t ba rteit baa bean all that we could haTe hoped tor and 110re. We haft aeat a aerial ot deapatch11 to t he Department raportiaa cn Yariou1 pha1aa ot the T11it and on the pra11 reaction a1 wall aa on the r a1otion ot the pubUo in genera~ tbrouaJlout the ooUDtr:r . Tbeea raporta gin I t h ink an adequate i ndicat i on ot the s aner al reaction which wa1 ugnitioent. 

I baUan it 11 aata to 117 that there hal been no aYent in Mexican bi1tory i n aany :raar1 which hal -d• 10 prot ollnd an t.pra11ion on 10 great a aaa1 ot the Mexic an people . 1'h1a I thilllt 1a true troa tba 

Tba Bo11orabla 
s-r Wellea, 

Ull4 er Secretary ot st1ta , 
Walhiaaton, D. c. 

top 
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top to the bottom, All the i ntor .. tion which I got trom 
all aorta ot soureaa indicataa t hat thara baa not bean 
a aingle diaoordant nota and t hat t he appreciation ot 
tha Preaidant •a Tilit and t ha uohratanding ot ita 
aignifioanoa ia profound, 

I r tturnad aa you ~oow trom Corpua Ohriati to 
Katamoroa with Preaidant ATi la Camacho , a t hie inTitation, 
lJa wae nry dlliroua thlt I should accompany him further 
on the trip which ha waa malting t o towna in the north 
ot Kexioo but aa I would han bean the only non-)la:rican 
on t he t rain I felt that it waa much batter in aTery 
way that I not go f urt her wit h him than Mat i!JIIOroa, It 
ia interesting however t hat tha Preaident waa obviou.ly 
aomawhat diaappoi nt ed that I did not continua at laaat 
aa t ar aa )lont errey and Victoria with him on the train , 
but aa this would hSTa meant two mora daya I could not 
do it , That tha Preeidant al\ould han been daairou. ot 
having ma with him on thia trip when at anry atation 
he waa meeting Mexican politicel tri anda and when thara 
were all aorta ot local demonatr ationa wea an ~dication 
ot his real,toaling of triandahip and that ha had no 
heaitation ~ havi ng hia gringo friend around him, 
When I said good b,a to him at l.!atamoroa ha apoke ot hie 
impraaaiona or t l\e Pr esi dent and hi a appreciation or the 
exchange or vieita with an emotion •lhich I have never 
eaan him lhow before . President AvUa Ca.~~~e.cho waa our 
triand bator e thia viait and he wae the f riend and ad­
mirer or Praaidant nooaavalt. The viait has eon£oli­
dated that tailing and t hat triendllhip and a.dmir ation and 
I am confidant t hat t he Preaidant o r Mexico how baa a 
real attection and evan heightened regard and admiration 
tor Preaidant Rooaevalt, 

So tar u t he preaa reaction ia concerned it waa all 
that could be deairad and unusual tor t ha l.!exican praaa, 
It showed it.eelt very underatanding all the way through 
and the i ntereat in& t hing to nota waa t hat the pr aae 
appreciated particularly the gaatura ot Praai dant Rooaa­
valt not only i n coming to Mexico but t o penetrate into 
Mexican t erritor y aa tar aa Kontarray and not maral7 
to maat Praaidant Avila Cuaoho at the border, I waa 
confidant trom the outaat t hat Praaidant Rooaavalt'a 
gaatura i n JU.ki ng tha viait to Yontarra7 tint and goi ng 
aa tar u lolonhrr&J i .natead ot onl7 to thl border would ba 
what would mon the Jla:zican people aa r.- t hings could 
1110 .,. t ham , 

So t u •• t he Government ta concerned hera it haa had 
a <rary deep atteot on t ha mambara ot tha Government and 

on 



on the Congrau and on Oonrnaent ottic1ala all the way down the li.na. Our people whereYar they go in OoYarnaent otticaa hera are mat by axproaai ona indicotina whot an extraordinary man t hey t hink Preaidant RooaaYelt 11. SUhez told Looltett y11terday that during t he laot taw daya be baa bad a Yory oonaiderabla number ot people oome in ot importanoa ,who haYe atayad away trom the Oonrnmant and who han been 1n oppoaition to t he Oonrn­aent hare and who han been bad t rit!lda ot oura, wtlo bon told him thot thia Yiait ot Preai<!ant Rooaenlt hu wiped out all their reaerYee eo t ar oa we are oonoerned. 

SO tar •• the great aau ot the people are oonoorned all the information we gat ia to the ettaot that they haYe been deeply maYo<! and protuae in their axpraaaiona . What baa 11111de the greateat etteot I t binlt 1a the toot that Preaident RooaeYelt came to Monterrey tirat an<! oame aa tar aa Uonterray . You ltnow that t ho ~exioan people are rather a aolllbar people and aeldom &how nry muob emotion 1n publlo plaoea but their reaction eo tar a a the exchange ot Yiaita ia oonoarned boa been tree and unreatrainad. 

Padilla ot oourae ia Yery happy and it baa meant a great deal tor him and it baa aoliditied hie poaition. 
lfy oollaaguea ot tho otber Alllerioan republica ban been moat ganeroua in what they haYa aaid concerning the Yhit . I t hought tome ot t hem might be a little re-atrainad due t o a feeling ot regret that Mexico ahould ban bean aingled out in tbia way but their reaction aaama t o be that the exchange ot Yiaita between the Preaidente ot Wexico end the United statae aoliditiea our continental policy ot aolidarit7. The Argentine ot oourae -1a the only really unhappy one end be 1a u.nhappy u he ehould be o 

I han not yet written to the Proaident aa I ltnow what e Yol..e ot work he had on hie banda on hie return trom t hia trip but I hope wtlen you aoa him you will tell him t hat there ia no doubt whataYer that theta Yiaita hen oauae4 a protou.ad ..otiOD bare aJid thot the Yilita will 
~ a landurlt 1n our relationahipa with Jilaxioo. I ua happy to han bean able to be aerYing our Oonrlllllent at t hia tilla 1n tbia country and han bttn able to participate in th11 biltorio nent. 

With all good wiahaa, 

Cordially and tai tbtully your a , 



- .,.. 

~·7:~~ j::/J 
I;. J.f THI!: WHIT& HOUS& r 

WASHINGTON (/' 

11117 21, 194,. 

II!II)JWIDOJI FOR 

TBB UND.IR SECRETARY OF STATE 

Tba\ 11 an 1Ater .. t1nl 
l11patcb traa Georae Ke11er-.itb 
about BeD 8a1tb an4 lenner-Cren. 

14 P1yDD never lpoke t o ae 
1A &aT way about the latter or 
BeD lla1tb. '!he r eport i s , 
therefore, a coaplete t a l1ebood. 

I 11Aoerely hope ~t 
leDDer-Gren will not be takon 
ott the Procla1aed LiSt, and 
that Bin lb1tb will iceeJ! bH 
banda out of lla:d.co. You 
a11ht tell this t o O.or ge 
lleneraaitb. 

F. D. R. 



THE U NDER SECRETARY o r STATE 

WAS HINGTON 

May 15, 1943 

My dear Mr. President : 

The personal letter from George Hessersmith 

dated May 12 of which I am encl osing herewith a 

copy wi ll, I believe, be of inter est to you. 

Believe me 

J 
Enc. 

The President, 

The Whi te House. 



' 
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Dear Sumner! 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Mexico, D.F., May 12, 1943 

You v111 recall the various efforts which are being made to remove Axel Wenner-Gren from our Pro­clai med List. I t is now interesting to no t e t hat Bernard E. Smi th, who is better known as Ben Smith and who is nov in Mexico City, bas become i nterested in thie matter of removing We nner-Gren rrom t he Pro­clai med Li st. Ben Smith's interest in t he matter is of course due l a rgely to the interest or General Maximino Avila C&Q&cho who has never abandoned hie efforts in this direction. Ben Smith is said t o be closely as­soci a ted with Gener al Maximino Avila Camacho in the new r sce track in Mexico City concerning which much could be sa i d but moat or which is better lett unsa id. In any event i t is one or the ventures promoted in Mexico by our money which bas done us no good and t h e activities of Ben Smith in Mexico have in no way pro­moted our best interests here. 

The foregoi ng is prompted by a memorandum which I have from the Civil Attaoh~ ot t hie Embassy (FBI) whioh I quote tor your informati on. 

"As or possible interes t to you, a reliable oontaot or this office bas reoently advi sed t hat Bernard E. Smith, better known a e Ben Smi th, a well known contractor and alleged financier from Ne>l York Cit y who 1s presently i n Mexico City and who bas been interested in various big business ventures 1n Mexico during recent months, recently stated that he bad r eceived a telephone call rrom Mr. Edward Flynn, ot New York, shortly af t er Mr. Flynn ' s return to Washington f rom Mexico. 

The Honorable 
Sumner Welles, 

Under Secretary ot St a te, 
Washington, D. C. 

DIIICLA8SIFliiD 
ltolo eo.<. l.otlor, l·ll·71 

- " · Sdoooblo o... FEB 10 \972 
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•smith stated that during this call Flynn 
advised him tha t he bad spoken to President Roose­
velt in an effort to have ' our mutual friend 
\~enner-Gren 1 removed from the U. 8. 1 black lis t'. 
Smith further stated that he 'informed the Pres i­
dent through Flynn' that he, Smith, would back 
Wenner-Gren 10~ if a move were made t o remove 
his name from the u. e. 'black list'. 

"Accordi ng to this source Smith expressed 
no opinion as to the outcome of his and 
Mr. Flynn's plea to the President. • 

As of interest in this connection there are con­
t inued and ins i stent rumors here that the position of 
General Maximino is dally more precarious in Mexico and 
in the political pi cture here . There are increasing 
rumors which I for the present do not credit tha t hi s 
incumbency of the Ministry of Communications wi ll soon 
end. I personally do not see his disappearance from the 
Ministry in the immediate future but as to hi s having 
lost almost complet ely poli tical and p ersonal prestige 
i n Mexico there appears to be no doubt whatever. 

I thought the foregoing would be of i nt erest to 
you. You will of course use your own discretion as to 
whether you consider it of sufficient import ance to 
pass on to the President. 

Wi th all good wishes, 

Cordially and faithfully yours, 

GEORGE S, MESSERSMITH 



--
THit WHITII HOU811 

WA8HINOTON 

up t .he a ttttc heti with thtt H t torney \.lenerul 

fwo Leo \.rowley wh~n hu gets Jx.c>< fro::~ 

llyue Par.< . 

FILE. .t<..o!U: JW\C 2 1 194J 

I toolC this matter up w1 th 
both the attorney Oonerul ana Leo Crowley 
tocJ&y . 



.., 
~-------------------------- ·----------------

• ..._...Xayu...,o<6...,,~1..,.SM..._J.___ 
Dear nee~· 

Leo Cro'ldey and I are Tery IIIJI1oue 

to talk to the Presidal t about the Cyanam,d 

ccntract. I enc1oee a aeaarandt.la 'llhich I 

8hou1d like b1a to - .. 80011 .. poesl,ble . 

n.orrow, I abal1 ask Genera:l Watson tor 

an appoilltDent. 

lliea Graoe 1'llll;r 

n. 1lb1 te llouae 

Sincerely youre, 

Francia Biddle 
Attorney Gen~rsl 



OO.ffiu .ofllJ:t».lhrtmi <imenl 
lfuftircghm,ltQl. 

llay 26, 1943 

JIDIO!WlDlll FOR '!HE li'RFBIIENT 

,, ' I 

The Allen Property Cuatodian of llexico baa, UDder pressur,e from the Un1 ted 

States, eeized the Oerm.an intereste in <~rues, cilamicals , photographic supplies , 

ate . - tbe basis of t he Gem&n COIIID&rcial. power in Latin America. llexico nat~ 

wishes to uea these propertiea aa profi. ta~ u possible. After protracted nego­

tiations, 1 t is about to enter into a contract with American CyaNaid ()oq)any under 

whicil that corporatl.oo 110uld have llhat eounte to an a.xx:lusive lll&llolg-nt of the 

Geman properties. 

The Departments coocerned are atra1d of serious political. repercussions if 

the Cyanaaid deal goes through. llndoubtedl¥ Cyanam.1cl' a competitors will protest 

vi&oroudy against this 'Wlnopo~"· The State Il8parU..nt feels, however, that they 

have gone so far with Vexico that it would upset the apple-cart t o 'llithdraw now or 

to sqggast another arrlll'lgemant. 

Whatever arrangement io made '111 tb J.lexico 'llill set a pattern in Brazil, Co­

lllllbia, and other Latin American countries. llegotiations with Brazil and ColUCibl.a 

are now proceeding , 

Leo Crowlq is JrSpared to make an offer to the llexiean Government to 

eucute a similar management cont ract through General Aniline or aome of the other 

Ge:nnan corporations llb.icb haft vested in biJa, All awner of these oonpani.as he can 

prenont the business drifting back to the Germans after the war. and prevent a 

110110po~ by parmi ttl.ng other corporations to aupp~ La tin America >0. th goods , 



lla:y 26, 1943 

I encl.oee a •--:r of the propoHd O:yanaid oontraot . 

Tba daaiaion IIIIBt be ll&da JZ'ccp~. C1"0111e:y and I 'WOIIl.d lila to ta1Jc 

to :you about the wbola •tter •• 1t 1n'f0lft8 bui.c poll07 oona1darat1ooa. 

Garfiaa, tbe Mllxi.C&D repre!Niltati.Y&, 1a I10W' 1n 1fuh1ngton. I • aald.nl Pa lfateon 

to let ua han an appo1ntaent aa aoon u co11n1n1an~ poasl.bla. 

lleapao~ suan tted, 

:lrlol. 
Frano1a Biddle 

.lttome:y G-ral 



llay 26, .1943 

-PR:>POSIID Alm!I CAN CYANAMID CCII'I'RACT 

1. The !Jexican Uavornment will form a holding corp orati on (Quifar) 
to o>m the aasot e of 33 chemical , pharliiD.ooutioal and dye companie s 11'hioh 
wore f ormerly Axis controlled , Those firma control a pproximo.te ly 40 per 
oent to 60 per cent of tho market. 

2 , The American Cyanamid Company will organbe a J!e xic8.1l managomont 
company (Tcquie) Whi~~ will manage a l l or the ee ited properties , 

; , ~erico.n cyanamid s ha ll manage the s ei zed prope rties for a period 
of six years with an automatic reno'll'lll provision tor •ucoee dinc; three- year 
periods, 

4• American Cyan~~d will have full freedom to buy 5uppl ieo; to hire 
or discharge empl oyees; to establish, maintain , enla r ge or decroaee plante 
and of'fioe&J to conduct research; and to entor into aalea contracts or agency 
agreOJnents . The sales contraote or a t;eney agr oemente will be l imited to 
a durati on or five years. 

5• Coate and expenses of all kinde, excopt the ealary of the general 
manager of Americon Cyanamid's managing company, shall be paid by the 
l!exicnn holding company. The Americlln Cyanamid mllnageJr.ent company will be 
paido 

1. One million pesos per year reg..rdloaa of 
net prof its. 

2, Ten per cent of net pronto not e xceeding 
5 million pe sos per year . 

3• Fifteen per oent ct net prcfi ta in exoeao 
of 5 mil l ion, but not over 15 million 
pesoa per year. 

4• Eighteen per cent ct net profits in exeeaa 
or 15 mil lion peaoo per year. 

6, Tho manag ement company ia to advise the Mexican holding company 
ao to the desirability of building plllnto llnd will furnish preliminary 
plana llnd drawing• • Ne'W prcpo r tiea will be operated by the .Amoriollll Cyana­
mid managoaumt company. 



THIE WHITE HOUSIE 

WASHINGTON 

Jul,. 1, 11143 

MDIOIWIDUM FOR 

'tin: S!o;CRETARY or at ATE 

I do not \htnk ve ehould v1~ 
bold bn1ng Meuerelli Ul aake the •uc­
geauoo. I Ul1nk be ehould do eo but 
vi~ the de t1n1te explaDfttion \bat 
~~ eoti on deo1ded on 1• vholl7 up 
t o the deo1ei on ot ~. Mexloan OoYern­
aent end \bat ve are no t \II'J1ng to 
t or oe 1n7\hlng dovn t he1r \hro1te. 

But I do \hi nil: 1\ iaportan t 
that Preeldent Ceaaobo and s~oretary 
ot State, Padilla, rece1Ye \he 1ntor­
aet1on d1reot 1netead ot t hroucb a 
ooaa1ttee or en1 o t her Me•1oen au\bor-
1\J. 

r. D. " · 
£noloeuree 

"'rb.n"'•1"Ctt1"-~ DellO!"tir.:cllD •nieh tbe Pre,toant 
rocol,..<l rr.,. the Secretary of ~t.a te, 6/:"0./t. >, a CO")' 

o'" wblc!! ha5 been ret.aineQ ror our rues. 
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/ l'llbl1thed in 

Por~1rn R~l~tione ~ 18! United St, tea 

19~3 Vol, Vl The Aaer1oan Republioa 

,., .. 510 - 511 
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IF" !0!!41!JIUC U!! lll PljPII I II!III 

~ba,sa~or A••••r••i~b ba ' tela~honea fr~ 

- ex1co Ci t J . Be baa ~•c• ·~ the 13s truct1oa recaatlr 

A";IPOYad by JO•J , directln& hi& t o •• e l lYeP to .. r e1lde n t 

A•lla Ccaaeho y~r l etter rel'r41n& the Allen '?o;~ar ~7 

Caatodtaa•a ~ro~aal t~ rurulah a4Ga& ... n t atrY1cea 

for tba W•xi cao d r u: and c~~lcQl coa~an1e9 .nd to 

4al 1••r to tbe ltx1ean GoYe rD2eftt tba note coata1n1n& 

t ne Ai~aa Pro~ertT CU.tod'an'• pr o;oaal. tba 

A.a11Aala1or will , of c uu r • e , c • rry out th.,·e l1utr..ct.1ona . 

II• baa J>f<t -'• • t..S t~at , bet ora tltf'•• doc_... :tts are 

ael1•er ed, l la7 before you tb ' rol -o•t 1 •~,rase1ona 

of b1a op1:l10nt 

t~ Aa baafador bat be~n 1otor~~ b7 <«Dor Garr1aa 

tha t ~ha ADerlcaa Cyanaatd Coa~any 1lll ••tha rae ita 

propoaal to fn t e r into a contract tltb tbe ~~xlc.n 

Go•arnseDt. I a belle••• Lb.t , 1aa t e.d of procaedtna 

aloe& t.b.ia 11De, tbe llu1can Ooura:s•ot •hh•o to aork 

out • aanac•=•• t arraoceaent w1tb a crou, o! ~erican 

ooep.n1ea. 

fta ••~uador llelh ••• tut tbe lleJlua 

au t norl tiae ~o~lo no t • lab ~o eater 1nta • coetrLctual 
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arranaement with a coapan, whi ch had been rorae rly 

controlled by the Geraana . 

Be beli eves rurther that t he Uexi cQD author i t ies 

would not tuvor a managemen t arr&ngeaent S5de through 

an agency ot this Oovernaen t . Re says that he UDder­

stands that two aeabe r s or t l•e c~ttee in charge or 

this aatter 1n Mexi co have so decl ared . 

Be bel i eves t hat the proposal would be e•barrass­

in! to the Presi den t or Wex l co, s ince the Aabassador 

bel i eves t ha t Presi den t Avila Ca~cho would not be able 

to accede to the proposal , aDd yet will f ind it sos t 

dif f i cult t o r efuse t he ~roposul endorsed by the Presl doat 

or the Uni t ed Stnteu . 

J>illally, the Ambassador e xpresoes the opinion 

t ha t the proposal may r c2ult i n no action being taken, 

wi th the r esult that after some lapse or t l•e co~panies 

may f ind their 11ay into ~rivote hands , and t he 

replacement program may be prejud i ced. 

I t Tl&s expl elnod to the Ambassador that most ot 

the points which be ra i sed ver~ canvassed by the 

agenc i es which have partici pated 1n the consi der atiOD 

of this matter and in the preparati oo of the me~oranda 

tor your cons i dera t ion. Howeve~, he ~rges str ongl y 

that his vi ewa be presentgd t o you. I presuae ~at 



J 

I 

_,_ 

J OU wl ll wlab the lnatNoUoa to atand r.nC w11b 

• • •o to 1nfora tb• Aabaaaador, 



-Publ1obed in 

Fora! en Relat1ona ~ !h! Untted St• t~e 

Vol . Vl 1143 !he Aaor1can Ropublioo 

P~ro • 509 - 510 

'·l 



MJ dear Mlr o l'NelGeDt I 

1 - lfl'1 Una fOil beoe"" 1 belle" Ua.t e eplan41d 

opportun1t7 baa ar1Hn toP • to appl:r tlw a e nel'u pr1n• 

olplee or trlen~ oooporatlon • hloh we dleo"aeed durl n, 

Gill' aaatlrlfl at ICGnw.,.,. I h ne bean told t.hat )'OW' 

..Jo'Nn.mt bu ep.1D ~W'INHS t CIJ'ftl'd to t.pl-ot the n.to 

de Jendro and " ••IWlstan lleaolutl- bJ natlq tho eno~q­

~ ehalll~l end ~utloal o..,.,Uee lA lltutlce. 1 
>( s-f's- '< " ~ 'I 

\11\diiPatand t.bat JCN plan to U.e l aM a 1 $$D1 .. 111 o-a-

t.tan w1th a pr,~ wbloh le dlJ"M~d at th4l deYelopMn t ot 

a IUII.1-llMCl dP\Ia lind lll»al~ lnduat1'71 tM upa:nalcm 

ot ,_.. - &».atla proc~Qet1on• an4 the t.Nln1113 ot :an.l• 

.. .w ~ ._ tbat lDihlatrJ lJidepelldeotlJ. I undu'e\tllld 

t\U'\.ber \Mt • lD tl» lalltacl ~--••• bJ t\&rohhlJII oer­

talD -a-aat ekUla• tHmloal HrY1ooa end a~gllu, 

~d ..X. a det1Jl1S. -t.rl 'll\ltlon to ~ ·-•e• ot thle 

pro,Jeet. I - anxlout~ to eahrld all po,~dbla ... htanee 

e.o ro~ proar- beo&Wia x oan~ldu' tt te • or PM' ta­

~ 'llo'll te the ear u of Natdoo and the a.-ttr 

llla ~11~ 
Genel'tll ~l &dla Cewebe, 

J'Pealdent ot &he United traalam "'te~to•, 
lle&loo cu.:r. 
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el Ul.la beldepN • 

• • z- or~, -1.11ea ,,.~ out.u-, bu 

upna.-4 u • hla 4ealN u p~ U. helUtlH ot hU 

a s ·•·• •• ..,..,. 41-epoeal. aa u.. deeeru-1 w • a ,.... 
II'U lla'lo1Yla& U. 11M ot U»M tMlllUaa, eteb, 11e 

belt••••• oea1a ..u a •o114 -&rllMAU• w u.. ••••• 
ot ,._. plau. 1 Uo belle.,. _.,be .-loll M tal real 

.... u.. l ban ••••1'•117 ...... ' t n•' tr •-•-s• 
W PI ••• llr. "~'• prepoeal M _. ._ .... la .. -

~ at 7- ao..-•· 
1 bew ...,.. .. led to .... o ... 1q abe' 1 wlu Iaiii w 

be J>NJI&N4 to eaHDII bla tlallea• an•-"- w ,_ lla 

u.. ..... , ' .r ,._. •JMuwe. ....,.., ... , I .,. 

llai"-Wialll .._abe 1 5 =•• ...._.hie_...,-
u M .... Ia U. ........ ._.. .. II .,_ _.,wl'al p ... = 
'1- .m ...... la ..... , 1- ... Ia .... alU. w 1-

.... - ............. a .. , ..... AMP'- I ... u •• 

1 ~ -~- ... , .......... " ,,. u.. --·· 
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Ia or4ar to laouro tholr oolloot1Yo ooourltr, tho 
twoatr- oa• Aaorloan ropublloo , 1A tho Reoolvtlonl a4optl4 
at tho Contor•••• or 111D1otoro or rorolp Atrllrl at 
Rlo 41 Janeiro, r•-•D4•4 that aoaouru bo taken to 
ol1a1nato A111 1Atlaonoo rroa tho oooaoa1o llro or thlo 
hiD11phlro. furthlr roooaaoD4et1onl d1rootod toward th11 
oDd '"" oabo41od 1A tho P1Aal Aot or th.o Into~orloaD 
Oonroronoo on l71t1D1 or Eoonoa1o and P1nano1al Control. 
It wao roOOID1114 that lOBI aoaouro or toohnloal, r1Aano1al 
or aaaacorlal alllltanoo troa tho Un1to4 Statio ot Aaor1oa 
•lsbt bo noouaarr tor tho tvl.l aoooaplllhaont or tho 
obJootlYII vn4orl71n& tboao roooaaondatlono. !hlo OoYernaent 
baa, thorotora, ottorod to Dalto a•a1lablo avoh a1111tanoo 
ao 11 oonaoD&Dt vlth ox1ot1na oon41t1onl . 

It lo with th1a otter ln alod that th11 OoYornaont 
brlqa to tho aUantlon ot tho llox1oan Oonrnaent tho 
clo11r1 or t ho Allan Proportr Ov1toc11an or th1o oovntrr to 
ron4or aueh aoo1otanoo ao tho Oo•arnaoat or Xox1oo Da1 
v1oh ln oonnoot1on wlth tho probloao ar111na troa tho 
111avro ot tha onoar ohoa1oal an4 pbaraaoeutloal ooapanlo1. 
!bo Honorable Loo f. Orovlor, Allen Proport7 Omotod1an, 
hao a44rll114 a loUor to tho Dlpartaont ot ltato, tho 
text ot vh1oh 11 ao tollowol 

'I haYI 'Man a4Y1114 that tho Xoxioan Oonrnaont hao Ylltl4 tho A11o 4rv& and ohlaloal rtrao la Xoxloo and 1ntan41 to u11 tho11 Yootod tlrao a1 a nuol1u1 tor a na t1onal1ud 4rq an4 c:hoa1oal 1odv1tr,. 1 vn4oro tan4 that tho Xox1oan OoYornaont, in oonnootlon with ltl prOCJ"U, wlohoo to II 011'1 oortalD aaaac&DIDt alt1ll, toohnioal oonlooo, aad oupplloo troa th1o oovntrr. Ao 7oa lr.-, U 11 ar doolro ao Allen Proportr Omlto41an to cooperate tullr 1D aD7 procraa 1D tho other Aaorloan ropubl lol d1rootl4 at tho roplaooaoat ot Axil ontorpr1111. lloroOYor, U 111ao " ao that ao Allen Proport7 Omoto41an, I aa 1D a poll u.. to clnolop a procraa wh1oh w1ll rvrnllh tho Xox1oan OoYornaont tho lr.lncll ot ao111tanoo vhloh 1t v11hoo troa th11 oo\Uitry. 

• •• 
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14o 4l1on Proportr Ouotod.1u, I IIOV own and aon\rol, tor all prao\loal purpoooo, oor\a1n 4ru& an4 ohoaloal ooap&Jiloo 1n \hio oo•\1'7 tonorl.J owaoil "D7 .Uh l.ntlrooto. Tholl eo~~panl.oo 1D01114o ~noral 4Dll1no and F1la Corporation, vhloh lo ono ot tho l&r~oot aanlltaoturoro and d1otr1blltoro ot ohoaloalo, 47ootlltto an4 photoiJ',.ph1e aatorlalo an4 phai'IIOoouUoalo 1D thll oollDti'J'l and tho Sohor1ns Oorpor~ uon, a lar11 pro4uoor or 4rllco an4 phartlaeouUoalo. 4o A11on Proport7 Olloto41an ~ I aa proparo4 pr011ptl7 to ..to a oontraot v1th t h o Moxloan Qoyornaont vh loh v1l l aohloYo tho lllt1aau p~trpoooo that Qoyornaont hao 1n •1ov. Spoo1-t1oall7, tho aontrao\ vollld O<IYir tho tollowl.DI pollltol 
1 (1) It volll4 prOY14o, thro~ ono or tho ooapan1oo I now oontrol, or throQ&b a OOIIJIID7 to bo orian1ao4 tor that p~trpooo, a ol.nclo OOD&i1DC llD1t tor tho lloxloan proporuoo. Th1o lllllt volll4 tUI'IIloll tho roqlll.ro4 I&D&i•••Dt aklll aD4 aoo1o\anoo. 

'(2) It volll4 proY14o oo tar ao tho ox11ono1oo or tho var ponl t, ouppl1oo toil tho l!ox1oan ohoa1oal an4 pharaaoouUoal 1D4uo\r7. To prOY14o \ hooo IIIPPlloo, I wolll4 4n.w IIPOil all or \Ito rooovooo or \Ito Aaorl oan oboaloal aD4 4rllc 1D4uotl7. 
1 (~) It volll4 prOY14o, to tho oxtont toao1"Dlo, -t or tho oo\abllahaont 1D Moxl.oo or appropr1ato .... utaotlll'­l.DC oporaUoao aD4 tor ~ aklllo4 poroouol DIOOI&ai'J' to oaa"Dlo \Ito Minoan GoYoi'DIIInt, ao oooa u pooolbll, to oroah 1to own oovooo ot oupplJ. , 

1 (4) Tbo oontraot volll4 prOY14o tor oo~~ponoatlon tor IOD&il•ont ot tho Moxloan proport1oo, bll\ \o tho 01\0Dt that tho 008piDI&t10D 0&.11414 OOit tho OXOOOI woa14 bo uoo4 olthor tor roooaroh 1.n t1114o doo1caato4 "D7 tho lloxloan QouiMUient or tor tho oduoaUon or Moxloano 1D toahnloal oohoolo ot t ho Un1tl4 ltatoo. 

'I olnooreq bop& that roa wl.ll tln4 1t pooolbl o to "Drlnc ., ottor to t ho attontlon or tho appropriate acono1 or tho l!exloan Qoyorn.aont oo thd u oan "Do oono1doro4 botoro a tiDal 4oo1o1on rocar41Ag tho 41opooltlon or t ho f01a1r IDI., proparUII 11 aa4o "DJ tho Moxlo&D GciYo .... oat. I t t ho Mn1oan Qoyorn.aont 11 lntorootld 1.n 11 propooal, 1 &a OOnf1dont that VI OOill4 011'11 upon ltl 40t&1ll anl bOllA oporat1ono llD411' tho &I'I'ODIIIIDt l.aaodlatoq. 1 

It tho 0oY11'111MDt ot lloxloo v1ohoo to pvouo thooo 
propooalo, tho 411on Proportr Olloto41an vill bo proparo4 to 
oond roprooenta t lYII 1aao41ato17 to Moxloo to 0&1'1'1 oa 
4ota1114 41oouoo1oao. 



Ky dear Mr. Presidents 

D EPARTMENT D .. 8TATE 
WA8 H I NQTO N 

Jun" '>? 19 43 

In accordance with the instructions given by 

you at your recent meeting with the Vice President, 
and Kesara . ?lellea, Crowley, and Acheson, upon the 

proposed communication to the Mexican Government 
regarding the management of the former German drug 
and chemical companies in Kexico, I am submitting 

to you a draft of a letter from you to the 

President of llex1co, a draft of a note to the 
llexican Government, and our instructions to 

Ambassador Kessersmi th, all of "h1ch have been 
approved and copies of which have been initialed 
by the Vice President, the Alien Property Custodian, 

nnd the Attorney General. 

The note puts forward the Alien Property 
Custodian's proposal and does not refer to the 

American Cyanamid proposal. Your wish, as I under­

stand it, was that we should not state that there 

was 

The President, 

The Ylhi te House. 



vae no obJection to th1i propoeal, On the other 
band, you did not v1eh formally to aeeert oppoe1t1on 
Iince t hll.t might offend the Mexican Government 
which bae not put the m&tter up to ua, 

The letter dra!'ted tor your lignature make a i t 
clear why you believe that the publicly owned 
cocpan1el here can more etteotively perform the 
deeired eerv1oe then a private corporation, 

Faithfully youre, 

Encloaur11: 

Letter to the Prea1dent ot Kexloo, 
Draft ot note to the Kaxloan Goverruaent , 
Inatruction to Ambaaeador Keaeerem1t b, 
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wu ao oltJootl• te tbh propeNl. oa tbe other 
bu4. ,.. tit .. , wtoll r.••llJ to uoen oppod tl• 
a .. o Ul&t ld.lta' otf ... tbe Mulou Gon-oat 
Vld.oll bu .. , pet \M •Uor liP to ••• 

1M lo,to• 4fttto4 tol' JOill' ol.,.., .... • llkoo 1 t 
olOU'--,.. -.u ... u.' 'bo ptlbllolJ .... 

t a ••' •• boi'O - ..... otf'ootl YolJ pol'f'o.. the 
tooli'M Ml'91oo tiiD o pl'lYato OOI"PPraUoa, 

J'u thhll.J 7 ...... 

Oolloll WU 

~ ..... , 
~u ... to tbo PPOOl'-' of' a~atloo. 

Dran of .... to tbo llllltloaa ..,. ,_ .. ,, 
lu'...U• to 0 0 ., .,,. ..... .-1 a. 
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July 21, 11143 

Mrf.ORANDIJM FOR THE: PRE:SID!!:T 

Attached 1a a letter fro~ Prea1dent Ca:acho, which is 1n reaponae to your letter suggesting that the raoilitiea or our Allen Property Custodian be ueed for the development of the Mexican drug and 
che~~cal 1nduetry. 

You maf wish to look at a copy of Ambassador 
l~eeeeramith a covering despatch, a copy of •hioh is &leo attached. 

lf Y04 w1ab, I w111 eend cop1et or theee docu­ment• to Mr. Crowley and to the 1ntereated ageneieo, and will prepare the reply 1•equested in the third paragraph ot Preeident Camacho ' s letter, tor preeentat1on b7 the ~bassador. 

I concur 1n Ambaaaador Messersmith ' s suggestion that a small mission be sent and that 1t be prepared to eubm1t apec1tic plana to the Mexican Government. 
A::lbaae&dor r:cuore:1 til' a despatch retere to the unfortunate conaequencea ot tho inaccurate newspaper publicity concerning dlscuaaion of the 

l1e~oan drug and chuical problem in Waahlngton. 
7he Ambaesador has requeeted that there be no otrlcial or unofficial publicity concerning the 

Allen 



t 

Alien Property Custodian ' a m1ee1on. I am ln complete 
agreement with thle reoo=men4at1on. 

C -}l 

Enclosure a: 

1. Original letter 
addreeeed to 
Preo1dent Rooaovelt 
tram Prea1aent Camacho, 
July 9, 1943, and 
translation. 

2. Copy of doepatoh 
no . 11,442 rroo V.exlco, 
D.~ . • July 13, 1943. 
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Boxtoo, D. r. , Jal7 U, 1Mll 

... ll,t41 

hoJeotl bu.UUl., Cop7 of Lener rr- Prn14oat AY1la o-Ghe \o rn14nt lloooonU 1a ooa ... ouoe nth the Ottor or the Alloa P~rt7 c .. tMlaa to ho 
Bo1ptal la AI"NNI ... ooh wblob the lloxtoaa Oonra­aoat aa7 Mko Jlop1'41DI Ynte4 Oeraaa Plrao la the Oboa1oa1 a84 PbaraaonUoa1 ladaooo. 

ftlo IODOI'DD1o 

llr: 

!ho loorotar7 or atato, 
llaoll1DI'oa, D.O. 

I baYo tho hoaor to rotor to tho Deparuoat' o laotrao­tloo lo. 1876, Of Jaao 26, 1163, nth wblob woro ti'DDoa1tt04 the ol'll1aal or a lot tor D44rooo04 1:17 Prooluat lleooo.,..1 t to Prod4oat AYlla C••obo, aa4 a 41'Dtt of a aoto wblob I -• 1aetraoh4 to naau to the llouoaa OoYoraaoat, la wblob are oot forth tartur ttoo orror or the .Ulea PI'CipOI't7 Cudo41aa or tbo Ua1to4 ltatoo to aoolot tho llo%1 ... Qoyoraaoat la 
Mklq oertala DI'I'DDI-h to oarrJ tiU'ollp oporatloao 1t ooato.platoo la oooa ootloa nth the roraor Oeraaa obea1oal aa4 pbaraaooatloal flrae la Boaloo aow Yoot04 1:17 tho lloxl• ou Qoyoraaoat, I aloo ba.,.. to rotor 1a tlllo ooanootloa to 
DJ 1ottor or Jllllo ¥8 to Uador loorotar7 Wolloo 10 wb1oh I I'Dloo4 oortala 4aoot1oao roopootlDI the 4o11YOI'J or tb1o lottor ... or the aoto. I alOO baYo .. rotor to •7 4n­patoh lo. 11,¥80, or Ja}7 7, 116:5, lo wb1oll I 1otora04 tho 
~t that tho lothr or Proo14oat llooooYoU laa4 MOD 4011Yor04 to Proo14oat AYlla Uaaaoho, aa4 nth wbloa I ti'DDoD1tto4 a OOP7 ot tbo aoto wblob I laa4 a44roooo4 to tho rorolaa Ottloo nth ro~&l'4 to tblo aattor. 

I ... llaYo to lotora tho Dopartaoat that 7ootol'da7 I 
-.. I'OCI'IOOto4 to oal1 at tile Porolaa Otfloo, wtooro 1 -• rooo1Y04 07 tile UD4or 1oorotar7, Ill'. 'forroo lo4ot, la tile toapoi'DI'J abooaoo ot tho Blahto~t Dr. Pa41lla. Br. 'forroo lo4ot otato4 tllat DJ ooh lo. ltlle, or Jll17 3, 18ta, a oopJ ot wb1ob -• traaoa1tto4 nth •7 4oopatob lo. 11,180, or Jll17 '1, laa4 hou bi'Otpt ~o tbo anoauoa or tile Prod4oat, toptller nth tile ol'li1Ml or Sbo l ottor a44roooo4 07 Prod-4oat &ooooYo1t to Prool4oat AY11a Caaaobo. Bo tboa baa4o4 DO tho orlllDDl or • 1ottor &441'00004 1:17 Proo14oat AYlla c-oho to Prod40ot llooo..,.oU wb1Qb lle aoko4 ao to 4ol1.,..r to Prooluat llooooYoU. A oop7 ot tho l ottor &441'0no4 to Proo14oat llooo..,.oU 1:17 Proo14oot AYll& c-oho, 4at04 hl7 t, 11tl, 1o traa•Uto4 hel'ftlth (laelooaro lo. 11. 'fhoro 1• aloo traaoa1Uo4 hoi'Otr1Sb a traaolatloa ot tho loUor (laolonro lo. !). 

Oo baii41DI ao tblo lottor Ill'. hi'I'OO Bo40t otate4 tlliU 1a Ylow ot Proo14•t 8ooo .... ulo loUer UCL., aoh to tl:lo Btaloti'J, thlo aattor laa4 .. tora117 rooo1Yo4 tile porooaa1 

attoatloa 
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attent10A or the IUD1etl7• Aeterr1D& to the letter ot l'l:'ed-4eDt AYUa C•vobo to hee141Dt RooMYelt, be ea1d that U wae 41111:'14 to ..te 1t olear that the Mex1oan OoYII:'DIIeDt, oD the bade or the 1Dtoi:'Mt1oD lfbJ.oh 1t ha4, wae oot 1D a podt10D to 11Ye aA7 41t1D1te atlllfll:' U to lfbethar 1t wolll4 be prepare4 to aooept the oollabora t1oD ot the Al1ao ProP­artJ Ol&ato41an 1D tb. utter ot the torMr Ga1'8aD ohea1oa1 aJI4 pbaraaoeut1oa1 t1rae DOW Ylete4 b7 the Klx1oan OoYiroaent. fhe Pl:'ee14ent, howeY~r, and the rore11n Ott1oe, *PPI'eo1ate4 the epontaneolle an4 tr11n4l7 1Dtueet wh1oh 1'1'1114eDt Rooee­Yel t an4 ov OoYernaent ha4 ehowo an4 were tberetore pre­pare4 tO OODI14ar the Mttlr tiiJ'ther Oil the bUll Of the 110re 41C&1le4 1Dtoraat1on lfbJ.oh a repreeaotat1•e or the Allen Propar~ Cueto"' en wolll4 be able to pYI. 
Ill'. fOI'I'II Bo41t po1DU4 Ollt that 1D the lettar fi'OA l'l:'ed41ot AY11a C-oho to l'l:'ee14eDt llooanelt, hi 1o41oate4 that 1t woll14 be lll1tab1e tor Mr. Crowle7 or h11 allthor1xe4 nprueotat1YI, to ooae 1DtorMl17 to llex1oo with the obJeot of np1a1D1D& aore tllll7 the proJect hi ha4 1D a1n4. Be •pha­e1&e4 that the retenooe to Mr. OI:'Oifle7, the Alien PropertJ CUeto41an, Mlt1D& the Y111t h1ault, wae Mre17 p1aoe4 1D thl litter b7 1'1'1114eDt Artla Ca•obo 1D •111f of the taot that 1'1'111deDt RooeneU 1D h11 letter had l:'lflrnd 41reotl7 to hie OODYII:'e&tlOD with )(r, CroorleJ. Ill'. '1'01:'1:'11 Bo41t ea­phubl4 that th11 1D DO WIJ 1apl1e4 that the 1'1'1114eDt or the Jorelp ott1ol npeote4 Ill:'. CI:'Oifl17 to oo111, bllt that a 4ul7 1Dtol'lle4 reprii1Dtat1Ye ot Kl:'. CrowleJ wolll4 be en­t1re1J aooeptable. 

Ill'. fon11 Bo4et aleo atat14 that oo the arr1Yal or the repreeentat1Ye of thl AJ.hD Propert7 Clulto41an, the Eaba••7 ehoul4 1ntora the rore1cn Ottloe •• the oon•eraa­t1ooa Wh 1oh WOil14 be hel4 With lllOh repreaentat1Ye WOill4 be 1D the ron1p Ort1oe aJI4 Dot 1D othar qeoo111 or the llex1oan Oo•ernaeot, 1D aoool:'4 with the w1ahea expnlle4 bJ the Prea14eot or thl Aepubl1o. 

It will be note4 thenton that the llex1oan 0oYII:'DMDt 11 prepare4 to reoe1••· thl:'ollgh thl rorelaD Ottloe, a riP­raeeDtat1•e of the Allen PropartJ Cllato41an tor the purpoee of &ett1Dg fllrther 1DfOI'Mt10D OODOII'DlJI& the Mtho4 of oollaborat1oo wh1ob the Al1eo l'l:'opert7 Cuato41an hae 1D a1D4. In hie latter, tha 1'1:'1114eDt ntera to the •1a1t ot alloh reprlleDtaUYe ae 0 1Dtoraal, • aD4 the UD4er 8eoretaJ7 1D hie OODYII:'I&UOD IIYII'al tlMI llaN th11 wol:'4 °1DtorMl0 , I pthere4 the 41t1D1te 1apl:'eu10A that the llex1oan Oo•aro­aeDt 4oee oct w1ah aA7 publ1o1t7 with r11&1'4 to a repre­eeotaU •e or thl Alien l'l:'opert7 Cluato41an ooa1D& to ltuioo on th1e MUll' an4 that 1t 4ee11'1e the ooDYenat1on. oa the vttar to be kept on a purelJ 1Dtoraal an4 up1oratol'7 bae11 uotll 1t 1e 1D a poe1t10D to 4etara1De whether 1t 1e able to eotartain the aeth.o4 or oollaboratloD propoll4. While the 1'1'1114ent 1 e letter reterl to 0 a reprllentat1Ye, 0 I aee no obJection to eeYeral aeabere, not exoee41na two, of tha etatt ot the AlleD Propert7 Oulto41ao prooee41D& to .. xioo tor the purpoee ot -h 1oforaal oon•ereat1one1 I WOUl4 etronalJ reoo-n4, holfeYU', that DO acre than two neb l:'lpl:'e11Dtat1Yee aholl14 OOM froa tha 0rt1oe Ot the Alia PropartJ Cueto41an aD4 that DO publ101t7 whatner ehoal4 ba al•eD to the11:' trlp or to lte obJeotl•ea. I 117 
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tbia aa I belt••• that eudb publ1c1t7 would only t end to 
defeat the obJeet1Yea vb1oh both go•ernaenta •AT ha•e i n 
aind. The unfortunate publici t7 vb1oh hae appeared in the 
articlea or ee•eral oolu.nla t a or at leaet one, in the 
United Btatea, bae not tailed i o come to tho attention or 
the Mexican Go•ernaent, and has been annoying to it. 

I oan g1Ye no aaaurancea that t he informal oonvereat1ona vb1ch the MaXioan OoYarnaant la prepared to enter into on 
tb1e matter will l ead to a aucceaa!ul result. It 1a a, op­ini on that the declaion of the Mexican OoYernment Will de­
pend on the aetbod or approach and upon t he rorm or arrange­
aent vhloh 1a propoeed. For this reason lt la I belle•• important t ha t the repreaantatlve or repreeentat1Yea or the 
Al ien Property Cuatodian ahould not prooaad to Ma11oo City 
untll the7 are full 7 doouaented as to the arrangeaent vhleh 
they intend to propoae and are in a poa1t1on to apeak with 
aoao autbor1t7 ae t o the details or the arrangeaent . 

Should it be deci ded to send a repreeontat1ve or rep­
r eeentativaa or the Allen Propertr Ouetodian to Mex1oo Citr 
to enter into theee informal eon•ereatione v1 th the Embaur 
and vith the Minietrr or Foreign Relatione, I would aak to 
be informed Of the date Of their propooad err 1Yal, in order 
that I A&7 appropriately inform the For eign O!tica. 

The original o! t ha lat t er addreaeed to Prea1dent 
Rooae•elt by Presi dent AYila Camacho, together With a copy or thla deapatoh, are being t r anaml tud under personal 
cover to Aaa1atant Secretary Acheson. 

Respectfully roura, 

G. B. Messersmith. 

Eneloeuru: 

l. Copy or letter from Preeident AYila Caaaoho to 
Preaident RooaeYelt . 

2. Translation or abo•• · 

889. 2 Chem1oala and Ores , Gener al 
GSII/av 

To tha Department in Ori ginal and 4 Copiea. 
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Excelent!simo Senor Franklin D. Roosevelt, Presidente de loa Eetados Unidos de America, WASHINGTON, D. c. 
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Yf.-*'1:,_-',.,...;. ,%,1/.../­
r/d' .!A..:J-:.:k,;; ~b.:J 

~~cUts 11/ua'w ~ktXcan,.J 

Uexico ,D. F., 9 do julio do 1943 · 

Exc•lent{aimo Seftor Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
Prooidente de loa Rstados Unidon do America , 
WASHI»3TON, D. C. 

~y oatimado aaBor Prosid ente: 

Uo complazco en acuaar rocibo do au atenta 

carta dol 24 del moo pasado, en la QAO me indica la po­

sibilldad de que el Custodio de la Pro~iedad Bne=iga, 

safior Leo Crowley, ponga a d1aposi c16n del Gobierno do 

U~xico loa olomentoo de las omprosao que adnnnlstra , a 

fin do contrt bui r al oxi to de nuostras industries qu!m.!, 

ca y ra~ceutica . 

Uucho agradezco a uetod el eapontanoo y 

amiatoao interoa eon que ao ba eorvido conaidorar eato 

a~to 4entro dol marco de e atrecha cooperact6n en qu e 

so donenvuelven l aa r e lacionea do nueat roa pueblos y , 

aunque no eatoy por lo pronto en apti tud do tomar una 

detera1naci6n concrete sobra ol particular, a{ creo que 

aer{a raJ;! convenlenta qua al propio ael!or Crowley - o 

un ropreaentante autori2ado euyo- ae traaladan, i nfoJ: 

malmente , a Mexico con ol objoto do exponer mas amplia­

mente sua proyec toa ya que todo lo que pueda redundar 

on una colaborr.c16n de mutuo provechO para nuestraa Ra­

p~blicaa oncontrar~ aiempro en noeotroa grata acogida. 



2. ~~M~H«fl ~f//ru~•o 
.dei' ~.,.Ju/mk" _d,._4 

~~eZ~ t:U,t:t(.QJ. w~f'-l/7/I>J 

...... , 

51 eati ma uoted (!UO el vinj e a CjUO aludo 

puede l l evarae a ofocto , le agradeeer~ me lo hneo aabor 

ya sea direetamente ya por conducto del seBor Embajador 

Ueaearamith , (!Uien se halla al tanto de la cuoet1 6n por 

llaborla ompozado 1gualmonte " trata r con el eel'lor Seer~ 

tario de Rolacionoa do Uexico . 

En los Ultimos p&rrafo a do su eart a se r e­

f iere uated muy amablemento a nuestras antrevistas de 

l!onterrey y do Corpus Chri ati. Yo coneervo t ambi en el 

mejor recue~o de las important es conversactones que so~ 

tuvi moa on eon ocas16n, que me d16 la opartun i dad do apr~ 

ciar dir eeta 1 parsonalmente e l noble f ervor damoer4tt co 

de su dotorm1nac16n en pro do una pol(tica de equidad y 

juoticia soc i a l para nueatra Am~rica. 

Con la esp eranza de verle pr&xima.mente en 

la forma en que l o proyect amos durante nuestro encuentro 

del mea de abril , aaludo a uatod con toda est i maci6n y 

l o r oito r o las eoguridadea de mi cordia l ami stad, 

--
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His Excellency 
FTanklin D. Roosevelt , 

~!exico , D. F., July 9 , 194J , 

Presiden• of •he United Jtates of America , 
Washington , D. C. 

l!y dear !!.r , President : 

I take pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your 
kind letter of the 24th of last nonth , in which you 
ment i on the poss i bi l i ty t h&.t the Alien Propert y 
Custodian , l.!r . Leo Crowle.Y , put at the dispostil of the 
l!exican GovernMent members of the enterprises which he 
manages , in oTder to contribute to the success of ouT 
chemical wnd phaTmaceutical industries , 

I am veTy ~r .. teful to you for the spontaneous and 
friendly inteTest with which you have been good enough 
to consider this metter within the framework of close 
cooperation which characterizes the development of re­
lations between our peoples and , although for the 
pTesent I am not in a position to make ~ concrete 
decision in this matter , I believe that it would be 
very suitable for ~~ . Crowley himself--or his authorized 
representative--to come , informally, to W.exico with the 
object of explaining his pTojects moTe fully since 
everything which could result in e. collaboration of 
mutue.l benefit for our Republics will always be WE<rmly 
welcomed by us , 

If you consider the.t the trip I allude t o can be 
accomplished , I shall appreciate your letting 111a know 
either diTectly or through Anbassadol· l!.essersmith , who 
is fully acquainted with the matter as he has likewise 
begun discussions regarding it with the Secretary foT 
Foreign Affairs of J:exico . 

In the l e.st paragraphs of your letter you kindly 
refer to our interviews at l:onterrey and Corpus Christi . 
I also retain the best of recollections of the importe.nt 
conversations we had on that occasion , which gave me the 
opportunity of appreciating directly end personally the 
noble democratic fervor of your decision in favor of a 
policy of equity and social justice for our JU!lerioa . 

With the hope of seeing you soon in the manner in 
which we planned it duTing our meeting in the month of 
April , I greot you with all consideration and renew the 
assurances of my cordial fri endship , 

Ll . Avila Camacho , 
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