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¢indad Jufrez, 1éxico, August 3, 1943,
SREOTTTOSFEENIITAL Ay

Zoot Bult Disturbances at Los Angeles, California.

I have tho homor to raport that in complionos with
the Departrent's alrprom no. A=33, 3 p.a., of July 7,
1943, directing ie to proceed to Los es, Oalifornia
as spon as practicable to confer with ntate and muniolpal
anthoritiea, and to dicoreetly interview Lexipan omsular
offlearse in that olty resording the recent smoot sult
disturbances, I arrivod in Los Angeles Yonday evening
July 12, 1945, ond reuained there until the svening of
July 18, 1943,

Balieving that he would be of material assintance,
bagause he is well informed on the oonditions in Southern
galifornia, and partioularly the reaoction to the zoot
sult problem on the lexican side of the Califcornia
border, I requented Consul Garald A, KOELA of Tijuana
Baja California, to mest me in Los .ngeles to assist in
attempting to weed out informotion in an effort to giwve
the Departuent as far as posaslble o ocorreot and ocomprehensive
report of the ouuses leading up to the moot oult dlesturbances,
ite reactlion among Latlin .cerioans, partioeularly lLexican
oltizens, ond recomaend:tions lnuk:{ng toward amolioration
as well 0B measures to provent a repotition thereof, 1T,
lokua joined ue in Loo Angeles on July 14, 1943,

Prior to my departure from El iaso I made arrangements
to gontaot m].‘{:mimt officials of my porsonal
apquaintanses, and o disoreetly aocertained the names
of others who I felt would be in a position to assist me
in obtaining the correcot informaution, The following
personn were interviewed: 1) Lr, Zugene T, BINGATIOZ,
Bherif{T of the County of Los /ngoles who is, by the wvay,
the most prordnent and outetanding publio offioial in the
City of Los Angeles and its environs., Te has been olected
to office consecutively for a mumber of years, and has
Llatin blood in his veins,., [le represents a comunity of
approximately 3,000,000 le, Z£) The Tomorable toher
ngm,lmrnr the City of Los .ingeles, and formerly
Juotice of the Superior Court of California. 3) Lr. Olem

HARRELL
REGRADID UNCLASSIFIED K

’_‘,#



HARHLLL, Chief of Police of the Olty of Los Angoles. 4)
ir, Bdward DURAN Ayers, Chief of the Bureau of Forelmn
Nelations of the Sheriff's 0ffice. This Bureau was
established some years ago by Sheriff Biscalluz with a
view to bringing nbout a better underctanding and feeling
betwecon Latins and anglos in lLos Angeles County. B) kr,
ilbert DELOUCROIC, Distriet Direotor of the United fitates
Immigzration and Naturalization Service for the Southern
Mstriet of California, 6) Aduodral David W, BAGLEY,
commendant of the Eleventh lNaval Distrioet, San Diego,

Gal ifornia. 7) Commander D. P, HAOTINGS, Chlef of Hawval
Intolligence, Los ingeles. 8) Oommander Dwight DOUGLAS,
District Intelligence Officer, Hloventh Nawvanl Distriet,
Sen Diego, California. 9) Lisutemant Colonel Richard
RUDISILL, Chief, Hilitary Intelligence Divisiom, los
Angeles. 10) kr, Diek HOOD, Chief of the Federal Burcau
of Investigtion, Los ingeles. 11) Imspeotor Villiem
PINI'RASE, Ohlef, Bureau of Investimmtion, Sheriff's Offioce.
12) Lr, Harry EIILZR, in charge of the speclal edition
deportoent of the Anpeloes who is & olose frisnd
of nine and ono in W ﬁ Bave confidenos. 13) The Honorable
adolfo de la HUSRTA, Inspector General of Lexican Oonsulates
in the United Stotes and foruer President of the Laxigan
Republie. 14) Mr, Alfredo CiLLES, lexiocan Consul at Los
Angeles, 15) kir, Ermesto RIIIRO, Lexican Viee Consul at
Los Angeles. 18) lir. adolfo de la HULRTA, Jr., l'exican
Vios Consul at Los Angeloe. 17) General Juan Felipe RICO,
Ocumanding l.exican forceo in Lower Oalifornia. 18) The
Rightt Reverend lonsignor Thorms J. 0'DYER, Director of
Catholio Churches, Los Angeles, 19) Lr. Maurlee HAAZAF,
reprosentative of the Coordinator's Office in Los Angeles.
20) kr. TORAES, head of the Lioxiocan Chamber of Commerce at

Los ingeles, and many others,

Prior to the preparation of this report, I was provided
with summaries of reports made by the Naval Intellipence
offioe for the ZEloventh Distriet, and wae wverbally given
stateuents a8 to the ocnolusions formed by the Federnl Bureau
of Investigatiom and the [ilitary Intelligemoe Cffloe.

My first interview, upon arriving at Los Angeles, was
with the Lexloan ocomsular officers mentioned above, I
thought that it would be more appropriate to get thelr views
by a soclol oall using as an excuse for my prefence
in the Olty of Los ingeles the lmunching of the frigate
U.8.5. Olty of El Paso on July 18, 1943, I intimated that
I had arrived sheacd of the offisclal delegation for the
purpose of taking a few days' rest, and also to violt the
border offices at Tijuapa and Kexicali, I found Sr. de la
Huerta end Sr. Oalles ready and wi to disouss what
they termed the deplorable zoot sult turbanoes, but they
were reluctant to commit themselves as to what they had
really reported to thelr governmemt. It was obrious that
they held the belief that the zcot sult inocidents resulted
from scolal and looal coonomio conditions aris from the
failure of state and ocounty faollitlen for ]
gsorrection to keep pace with the inarease in population
and that this afforded an opportunity for Axie ista
or Fifth Columniste to tuke advantage of loosely orgmnized
gangs in Los Angeles Ocunty, composed of a few negroes and
a large wajority of latin American childrem whose fathors
and wothers were !nferior to them in education, and desired
to better their living conditions, Sr. de la Huerta

repeatedly
T
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sanction the criminal attitude of these gange he felt that
the anglo-Anericans and, for that natter, the authorities
were largely responsible for thoir getting out of hand, and
for the conditlons in whiech they lived. Il invariably
referred to the inadequate recreational and trade school
facilities, ile menticned the need of stopping hoodlumism,
not necesscerily by foree, but by teking these boys and

glrls out of their present surroundings and putting them
into luerative work or trande schools along with instructors
who oould change their views on life, Sr, de la Huerta
followed more or less ths usual line of dlscussion that

wonst members of the ccnzular service use in conneoction

with racial disoriminction ngainst Latins by Anglo-Amer leans.
Ho evasively referred to the often-mentioned bollef of
Meaxinan consular officers that lLexloan ohildron are not
given simllar rights to a2ducation as Anglos, and that as a
resylt there has been bullt up a generation of liexiocans

who have an inferiority complex, because of a denial of full
rights and, therefore, in later years become 4 socilal,
health, and coonomical problem to the cormmunities in which
they may harpen to live, as well as to the ocountry in
goneral, He placed part of the blame for this condition

on people who minht bu called exploiters whc are after

chenp labor. Ile stated that probably the worst drawback

to the whole situstion i3 tho segregation of Lexiean ohlléren
from the Anslo ehildren in the elementary sohools by the
establishment of special cchools in Lexican districts, thus
leaving the impression that the Anglo children were superior,
and thet their personal csontact with the lexican children
nizht cause contamination mentally and physioally. I am

not quoting hiu verbatim, but I infer ae much fram the
evasive rerarks that he iade, He did not seem to think

that the Coumunist groups had had any serious part in the
zoot sult problen, although he admdtted th:t they were active.
I telt thut Sr, de la Huorte was somewhat reluoctan% to discuse
openly and above-board hle personal views, because he
repectedly stated that hils Foreign 0ffice was very touchy
abovt eonsular officers naking any statements during var
time. I &also felt thut 1e did not approve of the un-
eooperative spirit exhibited by the two l.exican Comsuls of
the lLos angeles lLexiocan Consulate, namely, Sr, Calles and
Sr. lianuel AGUILAR, in %tneir reluctance to assist atate

and munioipel offlocials in clearing up the zoot sult
eltuation. _

From nearly every source, when the zoot sult question
wvas sentioned to officials who had participated, in the
investigatione, I recvived the iupression that liexioan
gonsular officers had not shown a willing dispositlion to
cooperate with police authorities, but to the contrary were
prore to seize the slightest pretext to charge racial dis-
oriminat fon. Investigations indioated that the. l.exican
consular officers disregarded nationality. Out:of the 200
odd zoot sulters who wers apprechended in the dlsturbances .
NOT ONZE OF THEL VAS A 12JCAN CITIZEN. They were born in
CGalifornia, but the liexican Consulate at Los Angeles ' seems
to hove asaumed that thor possessed dual naotiondlity and
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to make the investisntions, I vmo told by one member of
the comsular staff (Viee Consul Ernesto Rowero) that the
parents of these hoodlums invariably kept in contast with
the Consulate requosting assistanoe on the grounds that
they having been born in Méxioco or beins citizens of
L'éxioo, thelr ohildren were entitled to the protsotion
of the Lexloan Consulate as persons posseasing dval
pationality. In substantiatiom of this roport, I quote

a neporandum prepared for me by Consul Lokma at Tijuana
on an lnterview he had with Comsul .guilar as he passed
through Tijuana en route to Ensenada the day before Consul
lLokoa joined ne at Loz Angeles.

“Consul Aguilar had ocomslon to call
at my offiece in Tijuanma prior to
prooceeding to Lo Angeles in comp -]
with the Departuent's instructions,.

During the course of our conversation he
brought up the subjeot of the zoot sult
disturbances with whioh he stated he was
corpletely "fed up™ and that he had found
it deeirable to proceed to Ensenada for
several days' roct. JAgullar stated that
he was satisfled thot in Los Anzoles there
were many ocases in which there was a
display of anti-Lexican fealing or of
raoclal diserimination. Vith regard to
the moot sulters, however, he hlamed the
Los angelea newspapers partioularly for
the unfortunate publicity whioh the
incidents aohieved. He olalned that
the newopapers had accepted and published
anonymous reports, and th-t these reporta
were of sush o nature that sallors and
soldiers beocace aroused and precipitated
further inoidents. In extenuation of
his conduct on these matters he stated
thut he was unable to resist the demands
of the parenmts of the youths involved for
assistance and he added that the question
of dual nationality vas alwayo aricing to
plague him, but when the Lexloan parents
of youths ;.n-ralud carie to hin thoy insisted
that they an Lexiocan oitizaens had a risht
to onll upon their Comnsul for assistanoce
when their Aqeriocan-born children were in
trouble. Agullar professed further to have
frequently and strongly recommended to his
nt that the gcuestion of dual
natiopality should be abolished entirely
by appropriate lezlslation to that effeot.™

In the interview with Mr. de la Huerta he gave me
assurances thut the oot sult problem wan a = of the
past so far as he was oconcerned, and that the Comsuls under
bis jurisdiotion had been instruoted to do everything

possible
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possible to oconvinge Lexlcans and people of Lexiocan origin
residinsg in the area whore the disturbanoes ocoourred, that
any aots against the naowal and military officers, and for
that ratter anyone, wore dangerous to the ocouce of the
Allies, and were not only unpatriotio towards the United
States but Mbxloo as well, He inferred that warious
Koxioan sooleties, of whioh there are several in Los Angeles,
were now holding patriotio meetings in recreational centers
with o view to changling the minds of the=e oriminally in-
olined youngssters who may huove been led astray through
subversive propaganda., I was partioularly ammused et lr.

de la Huerta continually referring to his belief that Nazi
propaganda weo very aotive in that seotion, and that he
attributed the rebellicus attitude cof the zoot sulters to
some extent to that kind of propaganda. Reports made by
officials of our investigative agenoles fall to mentlon
any lazl activity, but express the belief that the Communist
pgroups were, unduestionably, involved, and through their
demande for heorings ond misolonary work arong the loonl
swalns of the east side of Los Anzeles, many have varped
their wminds to the extent that thoy felt they wers being
peroecuted, and were the herces of the times,

doting on tho assumptlion thot the llexiecan conoular
offioers had not provided thelr Foreign Offics with full
faots in conucotlon with thin affalr, because of the
knowledre thut some manbers of the Lexican Consular Saervioe
have for soustine been ineclinesd to agitate recial dis-
eriuwination, and to not draw the line botwoon oclasao
distinotion and racial disorimimation, I felt that 1t might
be a good idea if I.r, de la Huerta oould be provided with
further matorial in showing that Aoerican offioclals were
really not prejudiced againct Lexican nationals, and were
seaking the ocoperation of the Lexiocan oonsular offioers
in an effort to amsliorate any unpleasant incidents that
way arlse or wiy howve arisen in Los Angelea, I suggested to
Lr. de la Huorta that we oanll upon Sheriff Blecailuz the
following day. I felt that this official was probably
the cutstanding dAnerican oivil authority in Loa Anjelea
County, booause of his popularity and hoving been sleotod
elevan tites to office where the vote la distributed among
a populution of 3,000,000 people, Ly idea, which I
believe that Lr. de la Huerta understood, was to give hin
sufficlent waterial to again roport to his Foreign Offioce
thet Amorlean offloials were cooperating vith the Lexican
Consular Servioes, 2nd thut there was evory intention on the
part of Ameriean olvil offlcinls to be falr in the snforoe-
ment of the olvil laws rogardless of race, oreed, or oolor,
dr. ds la Huerta =zladly acospted ny offer to ocall upon
Sheriff Blsoalluz the follow day. He haod an idea
what I was attempting to nooomplish, nnd handed ms a
of a report that he had ucde to the iexican Foreimm O
whici wue released for publioaution on June 27, 1943,
he lauded the militory and nawval euthorities and the
authorities, but falled to mention the loocal authorities of
};l mu les, (His statement ls attached hersto as Exhibit

L ]
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1 then proceeded to meet and oonfer oconfidentially
with Cheriff Biscailuz who, belng my friemd, I folt I
gould depend upon to carry out fully the Augrestions
of having this ueeting in whioh he vas to mrant assuranoes
to 5r. de 1a Huerta, in the presence of reprecentatives of
the presa of his deslres to eliminate uny raciol disorimination
ir it existed, and to fulthfully give all proteotion under
the law to mot only tho oitizens of Léxleo, but areriean
gitizens of Latin origin., I felt that Biscalluz was the
outstanding nerson for this job, because of hin Basque
heritage, and because of the Latin blood in his veins he vas
in a position to mot only show that Latins had equal od-
vantages in California, but that they had a man sympathotio
to their minority, if it mey be oallsd such, The Department
is well aware th:t the City of lLos Angeles has approximately
350,000 persome of i-exican origin within its munieipal
limite. T felt that if this idea vas sucoessful, it oould
be used advantageously by Licenciado Ezequiel PADTLLA in
gorreoting any erromogus press publleity that had been glven
this disturbance, and whioh his political enemlios had taken
advantage of in oritiociz the Good Heishbor Folley being
followsd by the Fresid p s Uinister for Forelimn Affalrs.
In other words, I felt it would give 1T, ladilla suffiolent
yatarial to offset oritioiou im liéxloo. lir, de la Huerta,
whom I have known for a number of years, and who himself
had plenty of experiemce in politics when he was President
of the ¥epublic of Lé&xico, realized the importance of
supporting his Chief, who herstoforse, in my opinion, apnears
to hayve mot had the support of his comsular officers in the
United States in plvinz him motorial on the favorable side
of the Good ileighbor ¥olloy as for as racial disorinination
or claso distinotion is concerned.

At 10 o'olock a.m., oocompanied by Consul Gorald A,
lokna of Tijuana, Sr. .dolfo de la Huerta, Inspector Gemeral
of Lexican Consulates in Los .ngeles, and his son, Adolfo
de la Huerta, Jr., who cota as Mnra%nry to hin father, —e
oalled by eppointuent upon Sheriff Zugeme . Biscalluz, who
recelved us very warnly in his private office in the Hall of
Justioe, During this meeting we exohanged greetings, und I
took ndvantage of the opportunity to wention that oonditlions
along the Lexican border were better than they have ever
boen at any time in the history of our relations with
Léxico, I pointed out that Lexican and aneriocan troops
were froternizing and intermingling in friendship all along
the border, Sheriff Biscailus, in response to my resarks
and those of Sr, adolfo de la Muerta, made tho following
:;nt-m-t, vhioch he had previously prepared and handed to

6 preas:

*I fully approve the natiomal Good
Heiphbor ¥olloy and Governor ‘/arren's
recent plea Tor better understanding
xhg;n “:uinn- of the United states and

L .

"Our %untr of Loe ingeles 1o porha

the cost Spanish-speaking seotiom

in the ¢ ry, «nd nfm.nophlﬂ

publio ni.lin i ing oynelf, have

latin-aieriean blood in our veins. I fully
believe




believe that Spanish-speaking peoples have
sontributed much to the welfare of our state
and natlon, and _any are even now Tighting
and dying for the prinoiples thelr fore-
fathers bellewed in,

"There oan be no doubt but that the
interests of the Republie of léxioo and of
the United States, especially in California,
will booome liore &nd nore olosely Joimed in
ooimeroe, indus , Bgrioulture and cultural
relations. This of definite benafit to
both Republies, and for that reasom, if for
no other, ray be the target for injury and
sabotage on the pert of Fifth Colummiets or
malioious persons.

"As a peace offloer, I know it will be
the polioy of my department to enforce our
lawe falirly and without prejudioce or the
singling out of racial groups. Nothing will
be tolerated whioh will endanger the goodwill
and understanding between our oocuntries whioh we
are all working to build up and make lusting.”

Sr. de la Huerta asked me to translate into English the
following statacent:

"Phe entire populntion of Méxim, and
the Liexloan nationals in California, are
on the alert in this fisht for democracy,
and they will stand togethor with the people
of the United States.”

The leading newspapers of Los hingeles nublished
prominently in its editions of July 15, 1943 and July 16,
1943, our oourteoy oall upon Sheriff Biimilu:. Olippings
rrc-ih;t;u following newspapers are transcltted herewlth as
exh no. 2:

The Los .ngeles EZvenins Herald and Express;
The Los ingeles Dally Hews;

Tho Los .injeles Zxariner;

The Los angeles Tliws; and the

l’exican newspapor la Opiniom.

#hile I do not kmow, I sincerely hope that the reaction
wos favorable inm Lifxloo. I heard unoff 1ly that the story
lnﬁm glven publioity in the hHexlocan pers,
an ne wan yory favorabls. At least I could see
po harm in making this Good Neighbor medioine.

I oalled on layor Dowron, who 1s a former Superlor Court
Judge of California, and for whose views I have considerable
respeot. Layor Bowron very kindly roecelived .., and ssed
more or less the following views: He olaimed that in his
opinion Communistio influenoe had been very cotive in the
situation and, unfortunately, the Los ..ngeles newspapers hud
taken advantace of the opportunity to inorease sales by
meking a wole hill into a mountain in stress unimportant

points, In other words, letely yellow and
ml:l!ns an W{m affoir out of a loeal inoldent that
%8 might
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might ocoour anywhere, particularly in Los Anreles where

this local criminal element has existod Tor sone years

and, unfortunately, got out of hand because of a shortage

of 500 men om the polioe force., Through the newspapers

the publie had received an erronecus inpression of the
aotual oonditions involved, He went on to otate that

these hoodlums had been ganzing up fighting auong one

ancther and gate orashing danoes in tholr communities

for a number of years, and that when the sailors, with
plenty of momey in their pookets aund seeking thrills and
@girl associantes, inwaded their domain and entioed their

lady loves away, the local ewains resented it and fizhts
ensued, which from lack of polioce patrol, got out of hand
and inoreased in proportion as sailors and soldiers went

to the aid of their buddies, As to the Communistic side

of 1t, he felt that Josephine Bright ond the reluctance

of the Lexloan consular officers to offer any real assistance
to the police foroe or to the sheriff's departrent, added
fire to the coals, He expressed the view that the Cormmniate
took advantase of an opportunity to put into the minds of
these oung hoodlums, and for that natter their parents,

that they were being terribly persecuted and abused, thus
conveying the idea to the hoodfumn that they were the real
heroes of the day. He folt thut the rebellioun attitude

of these youngsters oculd be attributed to some extent to
those causes, 3/hile Loyor Bowron vas very disoreat in his
statements, I ot the iupression that he was disappointed,

if not somewhat disgusted, with tho attitude of the Lexiocan
consular officers, particularly Consul .guilar who, although
continually nhﬂrg{ng the police with inefriociency and
bringing up the question of underprivilegzed people not being
properly ocared for by the Californmia authorities, could not
offer any helpful suggestlons, and vhen oalled upon froo time
to time by both the shoriff and the ohlef of polioce to polnt
out any case where Lexiocan oitizens were involved, he very
evasively replied thet he had not as yet been able to
pﬂru his report, and thst at present could not say whether
E can gitizens had beon pembors of any of the pangs
partiocipating in the disturbances, Liayor Bowron stated

that he was having: a complete report prepared on the zoot
sult situation, and that he intemnded to furnish all govern-
went agenoles inturut.td with a copy thereof. A copy of the
mayor's roport, ineluding investications unde by the polioe
departuent, and the Grand Jury's ﬂnd:l.ngxtr- attaohed hersto
as exhibit no. 2-1/2, THE EEPORTS ARE Y II'PORTANT, AND IT
IS SUOGESTED THAT THZY BE STUDIED CLOSELY.

Prior to my call upon Chief of Folice (lem farrell, of
los Angeles, Consul liokma had interviewsd this offioial.
Iiuom below are the remarks made by Chief Harrell to Consul

"(hief Harrell stated that so far as he
was able to learn there was no racial
diserimination involved whatsoever, that
the youths involved were hoodluns, membors
of gangs who ovor a period of ro had
odused trouble, larpgely wons thenselves.
Others beocaue lved during recent onths,
because with the 1.ur'e mumber of sailors and
soldiers in Los .ingeles vany of the latter
sought out Loxiocun sirls who were attracted
by the ready mqu; wost of theu had in their
pookets, The preference of the girls

irritated
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irritated their former swains and
oooasionally a sailor or a soldier vas
involved in a fight or was nishandled by
8 gang. The newspapers presented the
ploture in such a way as to give the
publio the impreesion that the polioe
were unable to oops with the situation
and the sailors, partiocularly, felt that
they were coming to the aid of the '“iouu
in breaking up the gangs of zoot ters,

"Chief Harrell stated that the police
foroe was sadly undermamned, beoause of
vhe large numbors that had been induoted
into the armed foroes and other usual
methods by whish the police foroe was
depleted, such am resign.tions, siloknens,
deaths and the incbility to reoruit
adequate personnel at thio time. He
olaiued, however, that the polioce foroe
bhad never mistreated youths of loxiean
origin or any of the zoot sulters, for
that patter, of whioh vany were of the
oolored race and soue of other racial
froups, Chief Harrell felt that the
bome baokground of tho youths in question
was largely reaponsible for the difficulties
wiloh hud boen sxperienced., In the ocases
of those of Lexiecan orimin, he stated thnt
the purents us a rule were unable to opeak
tnslish, thet bocause they were often
called upon to interpret for their parents
and because they were glwven privileges in
this country which had never been available
to their parents, the majority of the youthse
Telt that they were superior to their paranta
and, therefore, no longer anenable to such
disolpline as they might wish to oarry out
with regard to their ohlldren. Sinoe their
standard of living was low and 1ittle in the
way of recreational facilities was provided
for thom, the for:wution of sAngs vms the
natural consequence. To endoavor to correot
the situntion, hovever, a committee had been
formed and when one of the youths in involved
in trouble approsches are r.ade to the parsnte,
to the priest, to the mohool teasher, und to
any others who way be in a positiom to have
Some influenoce over hiu. Considerable success
along these lines hus already been agoomplished.

"Ohief Harrell stated that oo far as his
records showed there were mo Lexicans involved
in the disturbances, Ho otuted furthor that
the Lexican Consul, although he had stated that
be had nuwerous cases in which Loxican oitizens
were inwolved, h:d beem unable to mubmit
oase to prove hic contentions, In this sonneotion
he also stuted oonfidentially that the Lexican
Oonsul had shown little dispositiom to cooparate

with
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with the authorities but that, om the
contrary, ho was prome to selze the
slightest pretext as a basis of
complaint charging raclal disorimination.

fChief llarrell added aleo that the
unfortunate publicity given to the
disturbanges vms entirely out of
proportion to thelr serioucness and
contributed very larcely, in his opinion,
to the extenslon thereof.”

after oalling on Eayor Bowron, accompanied by Consul
kokrn, I also paid ny respescte to Chief of Folioce Harrell,
who confirmed in substance the report he made to Comsul
Lokma, It will be noted that angain Mexioan Consul Aguilar,
who appears to have been the Loxlcan offieial prominent in
the zoot sult oltuaticn, 1s ohorged with failure to oo-
operate with the outhorities, and prone to seize the
slightest protext as & basis to plaoe chargesof raoial dis-
oriminatlon. is I atated bofore in this report, I found
this opinion to oxist not only in the sheriff's department
and the polioce departmont, but also in our federal in-
vestigative agencles cuch as Lilitary Intellizence Divisionm,
Haval Intellizence, and the Federal Bureau of Investigationm,
as well us the United States Immisration and Haturalization
Servioce,

" In my discussion of thie problem with Sheriff Biscailuz,
and the cembers of hle staff, partioularly Captain Edward
Duran syers, Chief of the Dureau of Forelgn Rolotions of the
Sheriff's Cl;flﬂl, and Inspecotor “/illiam Fenprase, Chief of
the Dureau of Investiputions, Sheriff's Offloce, it was their
unanimous opinion that there were no ocases reported in-
volving Lexioan oltizens,

The sheriff's deportment at Los Angeles has for several
youars becen doing a great deal of scolal work among the
underprivileged Lexloan slement in the so-0alled east end
of Los .ngeles, OSheriff Biscalluz, up until the beginning
of the war, personally supported a boys' ocamp for under=
privileged youngsters, §2 percent of whom were of Lexican
origin, in order to sl’.rn tham outings in the mountains and
an opportunity to hear lectures on noral issues, as well
as good oonduot, Biscailuz stated to me that he felt this
was very nececsary, and that he was very much pleased with
the ouccess of his vork. He lmmented the faot that due to
the war time conditions he was unable to oarry it on at the
precsont time. BSheriff Piscalluz and his aides were like
kayor Bowron, and others who I disounsed the situation
with in that they were f of the opinion that the
prauinence given the zoot t riots by the press was
rnpu:;lht%: for a largo gu.rt of the ﬂiglw n.hm:r
agous newspa of pressnting oture such
a way as to glve tg: publie the lmpressiom that the polioce
wore upable to oope with tho situstion, and that the sailors
mtnmoluwtupﬂiuu&nﬂu the gang of
goot sulters. The press play-up of the di was
an opening for political accusations and a fertile seed bed
for the Commmunists to sow seeds of distrust im the oivil
governuent and oharges of persecution of minorities. Sheriff
Biscailuz stated that over a period of years canbers of b
gangd, of hnnﬂ.l.lmqj\ in 148 Angeles have caused trouble largely’
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among themselves, and thuat the oity and state authorit ies
fully understood the need of sooial reforms, but that he
doubted seriously whether anything could be done for those
youngsters betwoen the ages of 18 and 20 who already hod
oriminally-warped minds; however, he felt that through the
establishnent of boye' campa, trade sohools, work shops, and
reoreational halls proporly conduoted, the ooning generation
of this type of people oculd be wielded into respectable
law-ablding oitizens, and thuat was one of the first Joba to
be dons in line with bringing about a better feeling and
understanding among .nglos and Latin American oitizens in
the state, Ho went on to state that the City of Los Anseles
is tho secand largest oity in anerica im Spanish-speaking
population, He admitted Shut gsooially and ecanonically
theae Spanish-speaking neople form one of the wost rubmorged
groups in our country. They are near the botton of the
lowest income group, usually live in micerable eluns, work
a8 oasual laborers or subsictanos farpers, receive in-
adequate education, =nd are subjeoted to soolal ond soconcmie
olaso distinotion. Very few of thoss people have booome
proficient in English or ;ained an understanding of our way
of life, ocur ideals, or of the workings of our demooratie
form of government. The direot results of thelir enforoed
isolation fram inerican life are wide spread diseasos un-
enployment, and incamplete educantion., Sheriff Iﬂ.nuiiu:
well understands the seriousness of thls situation and its
affeoct on owr relatioms with Latin America, partioularly
with Léxlco. Ho knows that inoidents suoh as the zoot sult
rlots are open to charges of disoriminction and directly
injurious to our relations with 1.6xico, and that they may
havo supplied uaterial for Arxis propagonda ajned at driving
a wodze between the United States and the peoples of Latin-
4Ameriea, He feels that the Office of the Coordinutor of
Inter-auerican affairs would apend money wisely by working
in this field and by fyroing olubs and organizati ons
stimulating local disodssions of these problens and educating
Angloe in the patriotic|reas for improving relations with
Spanish-spealdng oitizens and residents, Bheriff Biscailuz
is extrenely interested in doing somsthing for these people,
and partloulurly in cleaning up the orindnal eleuent amongst
then. He aseured me thit every cooperation would be given
the governuent agenoles who mipght ask him for such assistance.

In my interview with Cormander Hastings, who 1o in charge
of the O0ffice of Nawal Intellizence at Los Angelss, he pave
L& .1ore or less the sane information as furnished me by
Layor Bowrom, the sheriff's departnent, and ths polioe
depurtiuent at Los Angeles as to the causes of the conditions.
There is attached hareto a u-ng of a oonfidential sumary
of tho zoot suit riote prepared by Commander Hastings of
Los Angeles, and Commandor m.nihl of San Diego, whioh will
give the Depurtment a very coo idea of the Navy's views
thereon. In ny opinion it can be used as a ori on of
aotual conditions lead up to the riots, the Communistio
slde of it, und the partioipatiom therein of wvarious
muniocipal, otate und governiont agencles, as well as the
politiocal side thut ray have some beuring on the problem.

report is exhibit no. 3.

Commonder Hastings vas exceedingly ccoperative in
introdueing ae to the other govermsnt investigative agencies
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such as the Federal Bureau of Investimtion and the !1ilitary
Intelligenoe Divieion who gave me more or less a similar
stateent as set forth in the confidential report nrepared
by the Grffice of Noval Intellimence,

Lr, Albert Delguercio, Chlef of the United ftates
Inmigration and Naturalization Servioe, also confirmed the
views set forth by the sheriff's departuent and the police
departuent.

kr, Harry Liller, in charge of t-h:ﬁ:znhl edition
departuent of the los %tlﬁl Times, tted that the
newspapers had Ern ¥ been responsible for the prominsnce
glven this incident, and his version thereof was riore or
less along the lines of the report furnished by Mr, Clem
Harrell, Chief of I'olice,

In en interview with the Right Reverend Lonsignor Thomas
7. O'Dwyer, Direotor of the Catholic Charities at los
«ngeles, I was told that in his opinion the Catholic Churoh
had not boen as active ae 1t should hawe been in worki
amons these poople as regards to uplifting their mn#u
and social status, He felt that religlous organizations
should do everything possible to aselst in stinulating and
coordinuting publie and private rehabilitation programs
fuong the Spanieh-speaking people to partiocipate 1.ore
effectively in .merican life and economies, and to educate
English-spenking oltizens to dlscontinue disoriydinntory
practioes that bring about an inforiority omiplex among
latine and resulting in thoir isolating thenselves from other
groups of our conglomerate cltizenry. Father O'Dwyer stated
that, unquestionubly, soue Communistic influence existed in
the zoot suit riots, and that, obviocusly, the police had
let these youngs hmalu:m get out of hand; that they were
oeriminally inelined, and had to be dealt with saverely: that
this, however, did not exouse the need of imuediate aotion
on the part of sooial vwelfare workers, and partioculsrly
churoh organizations, because thore is muoh to be done to
correct .govurtr, tragedy, diseases, delinquency, and deaths,
He stated that him nrgnn.{zutlnnﬂ in California were getting
down to some hard work, and that he hoped to develop leaders
anong Spanish-inericans, cnd porhaps in tiue to divert those
who huve leot evil sway them from the paths of decency that
they might become representatiwve oltizens of this oountry.
I believe that Father C'Dwyor's views appear to be those
of the Catholie Church as interpreted by the Motiomal
Catholio "Jelfare Scelety, whioh organization recontly hsld
a convention at San antonio, Texas. The Loot Reverend
Robert E, ILUCEY, Arohblshop of San antonio, wade ons of the
most outstanding speeches I have ever listensd to on this
subjeot. A copy of his address is attached hereto, and it
will also be included in a separate report to the Depar trent
on my observations at thot conferemcs. I felt that it is
80 good, a oopy should be attached to thie report. Copy of
Archbishop Luocey's speech iz exhibit no. 4.

In a conversation with L'r, Eaurioce Haasan, who 1s of
Lexioan origin, represonting the Coordinator's 0ffioce at
Los ingeles, I was informed that in his o themwas no
raclal diserirdnmation involved, He pla the blame for the
disorders on the police, who had not kept adequate comtrol -
over these hoodluce for ssveral years, He felt that an
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improvement of the scolal and eccncmio conditions must enter
into any solution of ths problem. i

Fraotically all those imterrogated gave e nmore or lecs
a story of loosely organized gange of youns hoodlums,
couposed of a few negroes, the largest membership being
kexioan-imericanc born In California, ocmmitting petty
thievery and gate ereshing Just vwithin and without the pale
of the law, which have existed to some extent in other
olties in the ocountry. All seam to have attributed the
prinoipal ocause to the loocal economic and scolal ponditions,
reslding in slun centers, insufficient juvenile detention
institutlons in keeping pace with the inorease in population,
abandonment of school for work in the defense plants,
sensatlonal Jowrnalism, legnl loopholes in the prossoution
of ninors, inadequate recreational and trade schools, and
lastly, but probably very important, educational barriesrs
between lexican laboring purents and second generatiom
Lexlocan-Awerican children. kany comments were heard on the
laok of leadership amonz Lexiocan-inericans, espsolally
leadership that waoc not tinged with politieal ambitions,

Having knovm General Juun Felipe Rico, Commander of
the Lexioan Lilitary Zone of Lower California, for a
munbar of years, and inasmuch as he was in Tijuana, I
thought it a good opportunity to also interview him, as I
have a great deal of confidence in his judsment. Consul
iokua and I called on General Rico at Tijuana on July 19,
1943, Oeneral lico was guite emphatio in hin contention
that there was no raclal disoriwination involved. He otuted
thot to him it appeared quite olsar that the zoot suiters
were mare hoodlums, the result of social conditions in the
City of Los angeleo, He expressed the belief that the
polioe were to blare for the disorders in that they had
let the situation get out of hand when by prompt and
corrective methods the diffioulties could have been kept
under adequato control from the very beginming. Ho stated,
thet as a soldler and bolng one who has had a great deal of
experience in handling men, the polioo should have troated
the hoodlums as hoodlums, and as potentially dangerous
elements in scolety. Ile gave as an sxample of vhnt oould
be done by citing the treutizent anccorded to ocertain zoot
sulters who came to Tijuana. They were promptly disrobed,
put aeross the river, and told to got out of town and stay
out, le reconuended similar measures for Los dAngeles .

CONOLUSIONS

In surmardzing the results of u{ainmﬂuﬂim through
interviews with the rersons named above, and investimtions
oade by various United States govermont oles, and by
the state and runicipal law oroment offiocers in
California 1) I am constrained to sxpress the belief that
race batred had othing to do with the zoot suit disturbances
in ios angeles. 2) It aprears to bo ootmon knoviledsge that
for a of yeare trouble has been brewlng in the slum
distriets of Los .ingeles, beocause of the laxity of the

police in controlling the restless, trouble-uaking, youthful
elenent thut has boen permitted to sate orash danoes, commit
petty thievery, fight amongst theuselves, and pructicelly
rule the uuid agtivities of the underprivileged pecple
residing in those distriot. 3) These gangs naturally resent
eny interference on the part of outeiders. :/ith the caming
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of the war and the gronting of shore leave to the larsme
mmber of sallors in Los Anseles, many of them s
entertalmuent sought out these localities and, naturally,
the Lexiocan cirls were attracted by the ready noney most
of them had in thelr pookets., The preference for the
uniformed men by the girls irritated their looal swalns
that resulted in an occasional fight whorein the sailora
and soldiers were mishandled by the gangs of hoodlums,
Typioal of boys in the Navy, otheres came to their resous,
and the situation out of control. 4) The ohief of
police in Los an or less admitted that this
ocondition exis s nd that due to the shortage on the
polics foroe of some 500 men, he was not able to effeotively
control i1t without possible inu of 1life, whioh he was
dolng everything he ocould to prevent.

5) It boing an off news week, the newspapers resorted
to sensational journalism, and presented the pleoture in
suoh a way,likely to inorease sales, as to give the publie
the izpression that the policas were unable to cope with
the situution, snd that they were in need of assistance
from tho amed forces in breaking up the gang of moot
Bulters, This stateuent dppears to be borne out by Lr.
£duardo i, QUEVEDO, President of the latin-American Go-
ordinator's Counocil for Youths in the Lexioan colony, lir.
Quevedo hus publioly exprecsed the opinion that these
situations were brought om in retaliation, whioh was
by the loocal press who virtuaelly dared naf.diurl and sailors
to mete out pumishment to zcot suiters. &) Lr, Quevedo
adnits that the Liexican community vas at fault for per=
uitting the zoot sult element to exist in its nidst, and
blames the police, bescuse thag took no steps to prevent
the disorders to proteot law-a lding Lexicans and, there-
fore, hints that there is some disorimination in the eity,
whioh has been allowed over a long period of tims. I under-
stand that he has pointed out on several oocaslons that
although the Lexiean community in Los eles mumbers
about 350,000 people, the Loe Angeles police foroe inoludes
no representative group of fipanish-speaking officers, and

48 a result the police department doss not have renresontation

familiar with the Lexican paople.

7) Obviously, the disturbanoes resulted from servioce
Len frequenting the sluu distriets, orashing Lexican-

ican parties, and puylng too mich attention to Y‘exican-
ateriocan (drls,

further inoidenta. The newspapers nay also be b for
the internatiomal concern smiven the cituation by Léxioo,

9) The baokground to the trouble ma be attributed to
the result of slum canditions existing In the City of los

4ngeles, for which ecorrective ueasures had not previou
baen ui-.. -1,

10) There is nothing to indioate that the Axis
were iovolved in vy, but there is a strong possibility

thot some of tha irable publieity given affair
the dllmmnlﬁ,_ﬂjyn propq gunda :n‘ng tn:h;mﬁl_ ':
5. ' { i el bl
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elenent and their parents may have emanated from the
Conmunist party group headed by one Josephine Bright

and a Lr, Connally. They ppear to have attempted to
introduce the raclal angle in these riots, and to hawve
atteopted to make heroes out of the hcodlums by deranding
hearings on persecutlion of ninors, et cetera, Im
conneotlon with this anple of the case, please refer to
pagee 1, £, and 3, of the report submitted by the Orffioce
of liaval Intellipgenace.

11) It semus to be gonerally believed h{nthnu who
have nade a study of the zoot suit problem los les
thot soolologleally it can be attributed to the looal
econamio, soelal, and political conditions brousht onm by
negleot of state, county and olty povermnents to take
proper coemunity wetion free from politios in introduoing
& rewsdy to solve these conditions, which have been wisely
pointed out as follows: Zstablichuent of reoreational

and trade sohool facllities, inorease in faollities for
Juvenile detention und correction, urging of religious

and charitable institutlons to give more attent ion to thae
lmprovement of the sluc conditiono, and of aslsoting and
finding widdle cluss leadership smong LexicAn-iseripans in
the corzmunity, whioh now appearsto not exist. If it doesn,
they are saturated with politiocal ambitions.

12) It appears to be the unanimous opinion of all the
investigative :gmuim and law enforoewent officers T inter-
viewed that Lexican Consul Aguilar, of the Lexiean Consulate
at Los angeles, did not show any dlapouitinn to cooparate
with the authoritles, but to the cont was prone to selze
the slightest pratu:‘ as a basls of omp nt churpging
raolal diserimination. .hen ealled u];.m praotically daily
by the police departient and the shariff's office to furnish
them with a list of any Lexicans involved in the zoot suit
disturbances, he was unable to do so, but appears to have
atteupted on several cocasions to assume the role of the
proteotor of peopls of Latin oxtrootion, und to have uade
Teports to his governrent intimeting racial hatred and
raclal discrinimation by the polioce department and apathy
in granting the proper proteotion to low-abiding Lexiocan
cltizens. The Lexloan Consulate, working im ocomection
with the Lexican oolony, appears to have takem the view that
the Los .ingeles polioe knew that the riots of June 7, 1043
were on the way, but took no steps to rrevent them, or to
protect law-ablding Lexicans, thus allezing that doubtlessly
the primary phase of the affalr vas disorinination, whioh
the City of Los .ingeles has over long allowed., The Lexiocan
Consul also is sald to have r ted to the Lexioan Foreign
miu thnh; Axis muu ence existed md;.

pired senoo newspaper roports on the turbanoces.
Frow the best I oan understand, after talidng with Consul
Genmluhmom,mrmnmnmd-wth-mm
Office indiocating Communistie agitators, although our
inveotigators feel thut there was somo aotivity of this
kind shortly after the disturbances. I au oonstrained to
express the belief that the Mexiecan Consular Sorvioce has
not only in thie ocase, but in aany cases alons the border
and adjacont to the border, beem too overgealous in
alleging rucial disorinination againet jnerican oitizens
of Latin eitraction who had no elain to call for consular

intervention.

M g -' ll__J L -
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intervention. I am also inclined to beliewe that Lexican
oonsular officers have on frequent cooasions resorted to
too ruoh publieity whon presenting cases to the authorities
allecing racial diseriminition when thoy wers pure and
simple ocases of olass dlstinotion liable to be found in
any country, nnd partiocularly in Léxico where olass
distinotion exists. I feel that if the truth were known,
persons of the "peom™ type hove beon used as test capes

by Lexioun sooleties aoting in conneotion with the Consulate
to prove raclal dlesorinination; in other words thay hawve
Bteppad down in the lower strata of their punpiq who are
thec.oelves underprivileged in México as far as oclass
distinotion is conoarned in attempting to foroe oooeptancs
of these people upon the higher intelleotual element in
communities in the United States.

13) I an oonfident that there is no basis for the
Lexican Government to file indemmity olains, althouzh it
is clearly stated in the tolegram of l'exican Consul General
de la Huerta that he was looking into this phase of the
situstion,

14) I do not believe that the Sinarquist element had
any conneotion with the affair.

15) It appears to be the unanimous opinion of all wheom
I interviewed thut the mituation is well under control, and
there should not be a recurrence of thess riots,

LT

18) The Departmont oan expeot that Lexiocan oconsular
officers and probubly the Foreimn Of'fice will shortly br;.-:g
up alleged cases of disorinination in and around the vicinity
of Ventura County, Los .ngeles Oounty, and in small towns
Bouth of Los .ingeles. Lir, de la Huerta intirated to me that
several Lexlecan sooleties were preparing lists of rmolal
diserimin:tion cases in those communities wherein Liexlcans
are segregated in the schools, and not miven equal rizhte
and privileges in beauty narloras, oafes, et gatera. I asked
him if elass distinotion whieh, unfortunately, exists not
only in liéxico and the United States, but other countries
might possibly be the answer. He answered that it probably
wes, but that lexlioans were liexioans and were entitled to
sinilar privileges throughout the world, although he od.
pitted there was olass distinotion and that while it should
not apply it was practiced even in his country but only
outside of public places, whioh were open to mll classss
of people who had the money to purchase what was o ffered,

B oM ENDATTONS
1) The Ie:u,n- departoent in Los Angeles should all
neana, in view of the larpge Spanish-speaki pnpulu:{un.
have on the police force a good representation of Spenish-
speaking officers.

2) The state, county und city of Loe Angeles should
begin stimulating and coordinating publio and private
rehablilitation programe aimed at preparing our
?L'-'kiﬁ people to partioipate more effectively Amer loan

e eoonomy,

3) Those who are oriminally inclined and too far gone
to retrieve should be reuoved from the vicinity where the

Hltu{b-uu
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disturbances ccourred, and sent toc & juvenile correctiomal
institution if nutr:l.n{mt- ovidence is obtained to woarmnt
suoh aotion.

4) Bducate English-speaking oltizens to disecontimue
disorizinatory praootices by appealing to their patriotiem.

5) Bduoate Latin .moriocan citizene along the lines of
our oonstitution and vway of 1life with special attention to
eliminating inferiorlity couplexes which, obviously, exist.

6) That the Lexiocan Governuent be informed that so far
as 1t can be ascertained, no Loxioan oitizens were involwed
in the zoot suit disturbances, and that this Gavernment
fully realizes the need of corrective neasures in wvarious
sectlons of this oountry in improving the living status
of its Spanish-speaking citizems, and has adyocated an
approach tc the problem on the basie of it beinz ome of i
the minority blens which should get appropriate attent
on the mﬁu' plunning for 1ts eivilian population,
pointing out thnt steps have been teken through health,
educatiopal, and sooial agenoies to provide servioce in
sone of the areas largely inhabited Spanish-speaking
people. It may also be atated that oomsiderable progress
has been noted particularly in the mutritional and healthful
aspeot of thece people. Reference should be made to the
efforts of the Ltate of Toxae so far as 1ts laws will
perult to Lring about a better understunding and feeling
through the recent proclarmtion of the Governor, and the
interchange of notes between the i.exicon Forsign Linister
and the Governor of Texas; that the Departiient hopes
eventually to be able to inform the i exioan Govormment of
the existence of hearty ococoperation between all law
enforoauent asencies and soolologloal orgunizations in
California in an effort to not only iuprove the living
ocnditions of those of lexican origin in thut state, but to
bring about a better understanding und feeling between Latins
and Anglos as & whole.

7) That the findings of the Grand Jury of Los Angeles
County for 1943, based upon ite inquiries into juvenile orime
and delinquenoy in that eounty, bo olosely satuldled and
sponsored.

Bespeoctfully yours,

William P. Hlooker
American Oonsul Genoral

Enclosures:
Exhibit No. 1, statement made by Sr., de la
m-ﬁ: to L;;ﬂe;.r; l'?r-lp nrﬂo:h
Exhi no. ve) newspaper pings;
Exhibit no. six}n. reports of mar Taa
Angeles, Chief of o8, and ings of

Exhibit no. 3,confidential counter intelligence
sumoary, and chronologieal outline of zoot sult
riots, prepared by Naval Intelligence Offioce;

Exhibit no. 4,

e ,
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Exhibit no, 4, copy of address made by The Lost
Reverend Robert &. Lucey.

840,1
WFB/bbl

In original and heotograph master sheet to the Departnent;
Copy to the inerican Embassy, lLiéxico, D, F., i'‘éxico,
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Dlocker, .uerloan Coasul General at ciudad Juares,

Uexloo, dated .ugust 3, 1943, on subject of "Eoot
Suit Diltu.rhnnnn at Loa .ngeles, California®.

FHOMN: EL H.CICMLL of Jume 27, 1943

AFFARENT ACTIVILY OF fHE NawIeFaSCISTS
IN THE LOS AMGLLILS INCIDENDS,

Interesting Report Submitted by Sellor de la Huerta
Inspector General of Consulates.

Fraces between the Ssilors and Soldiers with Youths of
hiexioan Origin, but in the Lajority Born in the United
Stutes, Ended iﬂ days ago. - Timely iotion.

In connection with the inoidents which coourred in
los sngeles, Sefior idolfo de la Huerta, Inspector Genersl
of Consulates of lexico in the United States, has
rondered the followiag telegraphie report to the Linistry
of Foreign Helations.

"Heading the newspapers of that capitol and being
acquainted with the mistaken rumors and opinions con-
cerning the sotion of the iinistry of Helstions mnd
its representatives in this country, I feel obliged
to mske statements relutive to the unfortunste incidents
ccourring in this eity which I beppensd to look into
Irom the very beginning in colleboration with this
office, thu sume day thet I returned from my lest
Consuler trip. The conflicts arising between suilors,
soldiers &nd some civilisns and youths of Lexican origin
the majority born in this country - end from which
resulted excesses which uffeoted soms of our natiocmsals,
ended 10 days ago wnd complete trenquility reigns at
present, which I hope will not be mltered in the
future. Confirming my previous telegreus and telephons
nessages, I inform you e_aln that felthfully follow=
ing your instructions this Consulate, when the
eggressiona sterted, addressed messages to sll the
eivil and militery suthorities urging immedists asction
to stop tho disorders provoked by the scts of the
seilors and soldiers besed on real or supposed provocstion
on the z:rt of the sc-celled Lootsulters, these
youtha their majority being paertly adoloseent but
some of them involved in the pest in minor trans-
gressions ageinst the law. Our reports, judgments
end opinions were slso uade known by tele and
telegrams to our Embessy in .eshington ch soted
promptly end effieclontly. Following erxpress instruotions

from you
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from you %o give msximum protection to our nationals,
perscnal representations were mude before the autho-
ritive ond the committees effiolently coopersting
#ith us, such @s the local office of the Coordimetor
of Inter=-smericon .ffeirs., "notas" (officisl reports)
have been made concerning demegus inflioted egelnst
our nationsls in order to prepare eflective clelms
vihloh you have ordered. I report further that the
Tevoreble and determined sotion of the Government

in eshington end the wise wnd strong measures taken
by the Commsndont of the Facific Zone, General Le' . itt
as well as the prompt action of Generasl Lurray, Chief
of the Southern Seotor of Celifornis and of s»dmiral
Bagley, Chief of levul Forces in San Diego, were

most opportune. The Just stetements and orders of
the Governor of the Stete, Lr. .srren, in order to
rush the investigetion by the .ttorney General : nd
the impartisl ond honest attitude of the Distriect
Attorney in Los angeles, resulted in nesutralizing

the cprarent ectivity of the llazi-¥aseclsta scattered
everywhere end who intend to destroy continental
understanding by provoking reciel antsgonisms whieh
chervoterize Hitlerite politics., I shell continus

to report to you to receive your superior instruc-
tions."

Copled: eo




Ezhibit mo. 2 1/2 to despatch no. 1855, froa idlliam 2.
Blocker, American Consul General at Ciudad Judrez, <éxieo,
dated hugust 3, 1943, oo subjeot of "Joot Sulit Disturbances
at Los angoles, n-lﬂ'nrnil'.

DEPART.LNT OF POLICE
Los Angeles, California
C. B. Harrell, Chief

In replylng please give

our reference io. 1.5

July 21, 1943

Honorable Fletocher Bowron
MAYOR OFLOS3S ANGELES

Dear Zayor Bowron:

Complylng with your request for cowplete data
concerning the origin and development of the Juvenile
gang problem I have caused a factual report to be
compiled, coplea of which are herewlth attaohed.

I wish to emphasize certain polnte most of whioh
are treated to some extent in the report:

« It should be pointed out that the problea
ls not one of ruce. During the recent "zoot-suit"®
disturbances, secording to police records, no .iexiosn
Wational was arrested by the .'olice Lepart.ent and,
insofar as it can be determined, no .Jexiocan dational
was assaulted by sallo.s, soldiers or civilians,

The .jexican Consul, ..r. sgullar, refused to glve any
information that hils offioe wmight have ia this
conneotion, saylng that it was a aatter of state and
the information was being forwarded through diploastic
channels to washington, L. C.

> fis a routine aatter of training, all police
offioers have been advised that raclal diserimination
will not be tolerated under any circuustances and have
been oarefully instructed to act in all mstters of law
ehiforcecent without reference to raoce, color or oreed;
they have been instructed to respeot the coostitutional
rights of all ocitizens and to curefully and fully pro-
teot the rights of .jexicun as well es other .ationals,
and all of these instructions were reiterated daily
throughout the "=0ot-sult" disturbances.

Dird,
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«» The rolice Uspartweat has amttenpted to
prevent oriuae, enforce the law and keep the peace, Thie
has required vigorous and forthright action because of
the nature of the amctivitice of the persons iavolved.

It is true that many youths of Jexican descent have

been errested in the suppression of gang activities.

It is only regrettable that so many young men of

ilexican blood should have violutsd the law, However,

it is the conduct of the persons involved and nat

their citizenship, their Latln descent, thelr color nor
their economic status that has resulted in their arresta.

+« There has been a working sgreament between
the folioce Departoent, the .ilitar, Polioe and the Shor
Patrol that the oonduct of service men, while on leave
in Los angeles, would be supervised as much as possible
by these latter two agencies. To this end, offices
and comaunications have been provided and detention
faollities .uade available to the .illitary Folice and
shore Patrol units. The Shore lfatrol did not have &
sufficiently large furce to control the sallors who
were involved in thc disturbances. Tho .dlitary
Police were able to more adquately control the aray
personnel. The Javal and .Alitary authorities have
been unable to give an estluate of tho number of soldalers
and sailors on leave in the olty at any one ti.e; how=
aver, the U. 5, 0; reported that in the wonth of June
they had in attendance at thc "centers" oaly 450,882
service 1en, and that 158,576 attonded varlous prosruus
and sntertalnment.

¥ifth. In the attuched report you will note that
reference 1la made to the committee which you foramed
in an effort to co.bat the risiag tide of gang activities.
ferhaps you will recall that this ocoumittee was forued
a8 a result of representations ande by substuntial
looel cltlzens of <exioun descent that the .iexican youth
gangs vaere fighting nuong theaselves and breaking uy
gatherings oi Latin-.,aerican groups, usuzlly dances,
vweddings and other soclel affairs. You will also
remeaber that Aoglo-aneriocans werec never the victius
of the depredations comcmitted by these Latin-..ierican
gangs; however, it was not uncowwon for thelr oriues
against persoas of thelr own despeat to go uareported.
Property has been stolen or destroyed and mots of
violence comuitted, and no reports wede by the viotlas
because of threats and iatiuidation by the ganyg leadera.
All of these faots were recognized and reported by the
representatives of the Latin-.uerloan ocolony, wha
asked that a coordinated effort be unde between the
camaunity aad the Folice Lepartasat to briog about
greater law observance on the part of the uatig-suerican

youth.
3ixth
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%iiil, Hdeference 1s also made in the report to
an incident at Venioce when a gang attacked oo

officera. Another incldent which ocourred

Venloe about thec saums tiae was the eviction of a
gang of .lexloan "zoot-sulters™ from a U. 5. U. dance,
Thie wes followed by a nuaber of fires apparently

of incendiary origin, one of which burned down an
entire block bofore it wes broucht under cantrol by
the Fire Department. Investigators belleve the
"Zoot-suiters" gang responsible. Only last week

five dexican "zoot-sulters" were found gullty of sev=-
eral counts of arson in another oase,

Floally, I wish to call to {nur uttention the
statistical tables which are inoluded 1n the report.

The offanses listed are those which are coauon to group
vislence. You will note that rape 1s included. This
was done only becauss the incidence of this crime tends
to inorease with any up-surge of nase exolteaent.
doughly, the stutisties indicute an increased astivity
on the pert of the Folice Department of approximately
LO percent for the fifteen day period frow June lst to
June 15th, as coampared with the five months period

froa January let to ..ay 3lst. The breakdown of the
raclal descent of persons arrosted for thece offensen
tdlseloses that arrests of anglo-.uiericans during the
"zoot-sult" disturbences lacreased froa 42 percent

to 44 percent of the whole, while the arrests of negroes
decreased froa 31 percent to 28 yercent and the arrests
of persons of .exlcan descent inoreased frou 26 to 27
percent. Thie clearly indicated that there was no
racial disorimination on the part of the rolice UDepart-
ment in the control of the "zoot-sult" disturbances,

In conclusion, it must be said that thase who
lnsist that the "zoot-suit” problea is a racial affair
and that it has international implicstions, do s> either
through ignorance or becauso of some nltariar Jdotive.
Lovever, we appreciaute the fact that 55 long as such
interyretations are nade the cooplications thut erise
therefroo must be recognized and dealt with to saas
extent ag 2 reelity.

Respeotfully,

({signed) C. B. Harrell
Chief of “folice.

LBili:Ta
Copled: ec
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Exhibit no. 2 1/2 to despateh no. 1855, froam Lilliaa
fii Blocker, .merican Consul Gensral at Ciudad J £z,

xlco, dated August 3, 1943, on subjeot of ".oot
Sult Uisturbances at Los angeles, iforniav,

mr » 19#3.

SOME ASPECYTS OF THE YOUTH GANGS
28 LOS ANGELES

The history of neighborhood gangs, composed
Tor the most part of youngsters of ihx.{m descent,
extends back for meny years. as early as 1927, inter-
gang fighting was coumon among some of these groups,
notably the "laoy ttreet Gang", the "Ann Street

Gang", and the "Yale Street Gang". Even thea the
girls took an active interest in the neighborhood

feuds that grew up, and on more than one oecasion
participated in street fighting. The more or less
oconstant friotlion caused considerable unsasiness anong
Bohool teachers and playground supervisors in the
affeoted areaa, However, no serious orimes of vioclenoe
were attributed to gang aptivitics at that time.

It should be remembered that these so-ocalled
neighborhood gangs have always been very loossly
organized, the leadership devolving upon the most
strong-willed individual in the group on any glven
oocasion. Generally, there 1s a common meeting place
on somc street corner, where the group gets together
after dinner each evening, and i1t is there that
decisions are uade as to where to do and what to do.
Lespite the faot that many of these youngsters have
been arrested for various offenses, adsstly for theft
and stealing autoaobiles, there is no known instance
vwhere orimes of uquinit.{‘rlnm appeured to be one of
the objectives of the gang. In other wards, the
eriminal activities of the group have al been
inoidental to its operations, and urd.i.nlrii; affects
e minority of the members, -It.h the exception, of
course, of the disturbances ocreated in the breaking
up of parties, dances, eta.

The "isoy Street Cang” built up quite » reputation
for both
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for Eg nﬂml:n and dlfl:li‘l‘ﬂ action, and, as its
repu on spread, other neighborhood groups adually
forwed theusclves into ganges for self pratutﬂn at
firet, then later to win recogaition and prestige.

By 1937, neighborhood gangs of this charsoter were
common to practically every cowmunity in the eity whers
the population was predominantly of Latin-American
extraotlion. It was during this year that the activity
of the “"Clanton Street Uang" became quite alarming to
the moclal asenoles of Los Angeles. Up to this time,
the activity of the various gangs had centered around
nelghborhood feuds and lsuhhlu among the various
leaders., However, the "Clanton Street " was
unorthodox in this regard, and seaued to 8 nithing
better than getting froam thirty to fifty members to-
gether to deliberatoly break up organized group eater=
taloment wherever it might be found, In other words,
no previous trouble was requisite to a visit frow this
marauding gung, nor were its activitles confined to
neighborhoods contiguous to their own. They were
quite mobile, always using autos, and found it quite
convenlent to rald dances, parties, weddings, sto.
several miles from thelr own dint.rint. All of thair
esoapades were confined to assaults upon groups

of sexioan descent, with the exception of an ococasional
Iﬂ:til against playground activities in the degro dis-
triot.

The size, strength, and fearlesaness of the "Claaton
Street Gang" soon beco.c legendary, and, as its repu-
tation spread abroad, this type of activity became
the general pattern for all such groups.

These development® brought home to the soocial
agencies of the community, both public and private,
the necessity for counter-action. A speocial comaittes,
called the "Clanton Strest Committee", was appointed
Jointly by the Council of Sooial Agenclies and the
cxecutive Board of the Coordinati Oounocilas. A Hfl'lsnt
deal of research, relating to h ng, health, religion,
and law observance, was undertuken in the ClantonStreet
area, After months of study, in 1939 a specifioc remedy
was undertaken. Two police officers, with wide experience
in imuni.l.u work, and a probation officer, were asaigned

time to the Clanton Street project, with lnstructioans
to organize boys and girls olubs, and secure logal
institotionsl spoasorship for all cluba or zod. The
objeotive wue to provide interesting aotivitles under
dynamio leadership, so that basic urges which motivated
gang escapades might find expression in wholesocae
worthwhile prograus. iiarked sucocess attended this
effort from the beglnning.

The cooperation of school personnel, partioularly
the men
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the men and women assigned to the physiocal edusation
seotion, gave their wholohearted support, while Father
Arthur, a Catholie priest at St. Turibius, loocated in
the heart of the distriot, becazs the sponsor of most
of the cluba. A speclal athletlic league, known as the
"Catholle Youth idexican Asscolation™, was forued, and
through it organized athletlo programs wers sucoess-
fully conduoted on a seasonal basis, Soolal dancing,
beach and mountain exgursions, were among the many
tdd%tiuml activities which proved popular with the
members.

From the very first, geug activitlies were weolipsed

by the new prograa, and, in addition, ordinary acts
of delinquency decreased markedly in the area.

The assignment of these officers continued for
a year and a half until July of 1941, when, on the basis
of this experiuent, the Chief of rollce ed together
one hundred lesaders esuong the Latia-imerican colony
of the community, roviewed for theu the detalls of the
Clanton street project, and asked thew to organize
themselvee ioto an agency to carry oo thils manc type
of work mmong all of the other nelghborbood geangs in
the oity. The group cathusiasticelly endorsed the
plen, and set up thelr own organization, which they
galled "Coordinating Counoll for the Latineiuerican
Youth",

Lbout this tiae, the personnsl shortage began
to be felt in the iolice Vepartment. It had oecowus
necessary to set up clvillan defense organizatioans, to
recrult, traln, and supervise volunteer auxiliarles.
The -:I.litu.r;r services hed begun to draw men from the
Lepertaont's ranka, and it appeared more and aore
necessary that the organization, supervision, and
control of these youth groups should becoae the res-
ponsibility of other agencies than the police. It
was on this basis thut police officers were with-
drawn froa this type 2f endeavor. However, it should
be remsabered that froa the very beginning it was
not contemplated that the police would have a per=-
panent place in the plen, but their activitles would
be confined to the launching of the prograa and the
seouring of adequate eponsorship in the form of loocal
institutions und indigonous leadership,

About this time some unfortunate evonts ococourred
which oocasioned a great deul of publicity on the so-
called ".exican youth gang" situation. On sugust 16,
1941 thers were two pertlies in progress, one a
in the fmlos Verdes distrloct and the other a part in
the Rose liill Listrict. Somstlise during the evenlng,

the Hose Mlll
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the Rose Hill Geng beat up a member of the Pulos

Verdes gang., Information reached this group that the
Rose Hill boys were looking for a fight, whereupon five
or slx automoblle loads of youngsters drove to the party
on Rose Hill, Arriving at the party, the group went
into the house looking for the Rose Hill meambers who
had started trouble. Finding them gons, they returned
to thelr cars and went to a pool hall on dergury street,
sesrohed that place, re-entered thelr cars and were
earoute to their own distriot when a collision ocourred
in which two members of the Rose Hill Gag were killed.

iocording to witnesses, members of the Hose Hill
Gang, in a dodel A roadster in whiech the two decedents
were riding, left the party apparently in pursult of the
Palos Verdes Gang, and this car was followed by other
gars until at the above intersection the fatul oollieion
oogurred. The other oar involved in the accldent was
operated by members of the ralos Verdes Geng. This oar
wag nudintﬁ backed up and, as the crowd began to
gather, the ver sped away, driving up on the sidewalk
at a fast speed and nearly running down several pedes-
trians. At the scens of the collision one member of
the Palos Verdes up was severely beat:n, but escaped
end returned to his district on foot; while a second
member of the gang was picked up by the smbulance about
four blocks from the scene of the accident and taken
to the General Hospitel in a serious condition from stab
wounds and a possible fractured pelvis.

A numbsr of arrests were made as a result of the
police investigation, including arrests in connection
with the fatal scoident itself. All of the parties
arrested were youths in their teens or early twenties.
411 were imeriocan youths of dexican descent.

This case drew a great deal of publicity concern-
ing the organization and operation of youth gangs. i
few other gang escapades were attended by publicity
Bo that a growling coasciousness of gang activities was
developed on the part of the public and the meabers
of these neighborhood groups as well. This situation
mmu glimaxed by the so-called NSleepy Lagoon”

Om Augunst 1, 1942, a was bLelng given at the
williame Rench in Los Afgeles ty which was attended
by a large orowd of Americans of 4exiocan descent. Zarly
mmmumtmm-mmmmu
by wesbers of the "38th Street Gang", and a fizht took

aoe in which one Jose Uiaz, & <exican dational, was
killed. Twenty-two youths were arrested, twenty of whaom
were americans of .lexican descent, while two were
Mexioan Wationals. These youths wers tried in Superior
Court whers three were convicted of first degree murder,
nine of seoond degree murder and five of assault; while
five were found not gullty.

The sensational

B A
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The sensational trcatient of publicity in connec=-
tion with the "Sleepy Lugoon" eplsode created a very
tense situation ia whleh the press and the general
publio on the one hand acocused law enforoewsnt agencles
of mollycoddling hoodlums and oriminals; while the
shaapions of the so-ocalled ainority groups on the
other hand charged the saae agencles with disorlalna-
tion in matteras of arreat and prosecutlon. However,
the law enforocewent groups coordinated their efforte
and held thelr pollcles on a steady course wilch
resulted in & minluua of gang ectivitiea.

The .ayor of Los .ngeles formed a comamittes of
responaible leaders of Latin-jicerican desceant, and a
program was lmmediately launched to deal priaari
with these gang amotlvities. The work of the ttee
has proved to be very construotive. In cooperation
with the poliece, 1t has handled many ocases by making
direct contacts with individusls and with such asgencles
as the home, the school and the church.

Polioce offiocials brought together recognized leadera
of the more notorious gange and anoouraged these repre-
santatives to discuss fully their probleas. Folice
officers were assigned to work with these varlous neigh-
porhood groups, glving counsel and advioce to miniuize
frietion on the one hand, while iavestigating indivi-
dual acta of orlae auong the meubers of the varlous
groups on the other hand.

Thus comparative peace and gulet reigned until
the latter part af .iay and the carly part of June,
1943, when clashes coourred between meubers of various
nelghborhood groups and military personnel. It is
believed that this friction had its origin in the rel-
ationships that grew out of the loocation of the Javal
Heserve .rmory, which is located lumedlately adjaceat
to a oomaunity wherein the residents are predoaineatly
of .Jexican descent. .uite naturally, girls io this
nsighborhood became acquainted with sailors attached
to the Armory. On sode occasions, when sallors walked
bhome with these 18 they were set upon by the
neighborhood aw , who were identified only as
youths of sexican descent, dressed in "zoot suits”.
Hetaliatory .easures were pursued by the vietius and
thelr sailor frionds. The natural development of
theee olashes was a general spreading of the activitles
of both groups until gangs of "zoot-sulters™ were
attacking any service nan they haypened to run acrass,
while groups of service ien were battling "zoot=-sultera”

where ever found.

The olimax came quiockly upon the heels of publicity
whioch exaggerated the seriousness of the situatioa.
On .londay, June 7, 1943, headlines in one Los angeles
paper stated that the "zoot-suiturs® chose to fight
the police (seec attuched elipplngs). The sensational

publieity
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publicity drev many civilians to the dowatown business
distriet, both on foot and in autowobiles. The
vervice aen, encouraged no doubt by the newspaper
headlines and ineited by the olit’vens, became bolder
and indiserlminately attacked "zoot-aulters" through-
out the city. This neceseitated placliog the folice
Lepartuent on an ocacrgencoy basis and calling out the
entire pursonnel for duty. Between the night of June
7th and the morning of June 8th nine people were
treated at the Hecelving uUosplital for ainor injuries
recelved in the fighte between the geangs and military
persoanel. However, mosrt of the so-called rioting
conslsted aesrely of groups of service men oatohing

a "zoot-sulter" here and there and removing his
trousers, while recelving the plaudits of numerous
eltizen spectatora. These orowds were not at all
belligerent but were in a holiday moad. 4t oo tlae
did they offer reslstance to police authority. The
only serious dirfficulty which confronted the police
in controlling spasmodic disturbances in the downtowa
area resulted froa the congestlon of traffic ocoasioned
by the thousands of speotators who were swaruing the
streets. This made the effeotive dispersel of the

alleged rioters practically ilapossible.

The waval suthorities, in order to stop the

ganging up of the sallors, deoclared Los aAngeles out

of bounds. The downtown erea was thoroughly polioced
and after the .onday night incidents there was very
little, if any, fighting. ~folice officers blockaded
bridges with instructions to search all cars bearing
five or more youths. !lany arrests were .ade through
this blockade and dangerous and deadly weapons were
found in .‘j)oomlsaiun af potential rioters. f&iu plotures
attached.

During the perlod of June lst to 10th, there was
a total of 187 juvenlle arrests (all mecrioan oitizens,
althouzh sany of ..exican descent) for the followlng
vioclations:

Seotion 700, welfere & Institutlons Code
assault with Deadly .eapon
Battery
section 407 fenal Code = Unlawful isseably
- Oonosaled .eapons
25 o LoieudsTs 55-'05 - mt“m
ii?- LoieibaBe 45.03 - Curfew
Total

vgeog
LI B B

(200 juveailes were released to parents without being
booked. )

Following
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Following 18 a statistical report of adult arrests
frow June lst to June 15th, inclusive:

SILPLE REFUSAL TO RIOT

Arrests January 1 to vay 31, 1943, (Inel,) Adults Oply

RAJL AJb.V. BATTERY SIJPLE REFUSAL TO  RIOT

18 6 3 - - 11 3
19 1l 1 3 - 7 1
20 3 2 1 - 6 =1
21 1 3 1 - = -
22 1 3 2 - - A2
23 - l - - - -
25=29 b 1l 3 1 6 3
30=34 4 10 2 - 3 -
35-39 - 3 3 - - -
LO=Ll, p £ 3 1 - - i
L5=49 - 2 1 - - -
50=0ver 6 % - - -
TOTAL L9 2 1 33 1
SLIIPLI HEFUSAL TO RIOT
Anglo=
Amer. 1L 20 11 1 10 I
Negro 2 18 1 15 2
Jexiocan _E 11 g 3 i
TOTAL 24 &9 ) 1 33
[§ a ties J. ta J 1
¥ :\gsaults Fights
Negro iiale Juveniles 2 dexiocan idale ddulte L
Hexioan dale Adult N
iiexican .iale Juvenile by
iiexiocan siale .dult & .lale Juv. 1 Rapes by Gangs
ilexican and Black .lale idult
and .dale Juvenile 2 ilexiocan .iale adults 13
ilexican iilale Juveniles 7
Simple Assaults Refusal to Disperse
-and Rlot Inolting
+“hite .iale Juvenilo 1
Black idale Adult 2 White &ale Adult 3
Black Male Juvenile 1 ilexican lale Adult 18
Jexican dale idult 1 Black .iale idult 5
iiexiocan iiale Juvenile 3
dexiocan :lale Adult & dale Juv. 3
wWexiocan &« .hite .Jale .idult
and iale Juvenile 1



13 15 6 - 7 -
17 15 2 - - -
8 18 3 - & i
i 9 3 - 1 -2
29 25 82 27 2 2 3
20-34 15 49 29 1 - -
35=29 11 L5 18 1 - 1
40=Lly 5 19 3 - 5
;g-hg 2# %5 - - 1
=0var - - -
TOT.L 1'5'; ﬁ! L7 B 1L ¢
Ang-imer. 70 122 104 6 3 -
:ﬂiierﬂ 32 1?{ lg 1 - 5
ocan 2
B o o

military and naval parsonnel were apprehended and
brought to Central Mvislon, and released to .illitary and
daval ;wthorlitlies.

Over the perlod of years many police officers have
been injired in suppressing gang activities. On one
ocoasion seven youthe of ..exican descent fought two offlicers
outside a dance hell at Venloes, using saps and "bruss
knuockles", and injurlag one of the officers serlously. On
another occasion when officers atteapted to arrest Juveniles
for consuming liquor on the gmnises of a cafe, they were
attaocked by approxiastely fifty "zoot-sulters”, bottles,
and other misviles beln; thrown at the offiocers, and 1t
was neceseary to call for additional help. These are
only two of innumsrable instances where pollce officers
have been injured by these youthful hoodluams.

The great publicity given gang activities and the
manner in which the stories have beca printed and plotures
published inoreased trecendously the probleam of police
gontrol. At least this hes had the effect of making these
hoodlums notorious in their own eyes and in the eyes of
their rfriends. <uoh has been made of the arrests of these
youths by certain individuals and organizations claiming
to be champions of the so-called minority groups.n These
organizations ars caaposed largely of sob-sisters and radi-
gals who have done much to hauper the effectiveness of law
snforcement.

while pmotioelly all of the memburs of the various
neighborhood gange are .merican Citizens of .exican descent,
and wiile delinguency on a percentage basis lis oconsiderably
higher among youngsters of ..exican desceant and also ouong
the degro youths when coupared with .nglo-americans, 1t .ust
be rezeabered that the vast sajority of both ..exlocan and
Wegro youngsters are law abiding anc are not assoclated
with gang activities. (lor does the fact that the per
capita delinquenoy rate show a highor percentage of

delinquency
| &
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delinguency among these minority groups mean that such
groups have a greater tendsnoy toward delinguency and
orime than anglo-Americans. Ono the gontrary, it is
believed that i1f all of the factors making for delin-
quenoy were operating to the sase extent that the per-
oantage of delinguency would be the saue regerdless of
race, oolor or oreed. ‘The factors whioch appeur to have
the greatest welght in the development of delinguency
auong the ohildren of wexiocan desgent appsar to be over-
ecrowded, inadeguate and colorless haues, lack of parental
control and supervision, the low standard of neighborhood
morals (one study revealed that an ex-convict waes living
in every turth house in an area wherein approximately
two hundred families resided). Although racial disoriam-
ination undoubtedly plays a part in the total ploture of
delinquency, partiouwlarly as it teads to couse lndividuals
to feel inferior and defensive, thure is little doubt
that ite importance has besen grosely exaggerzted, espec=
ially by thoee who woula attempt to solve all of the

ills of minority groups through any available wehlole
that might be prostituted to further their cause. Juvenlle
delinquency has made it possible for many such persons
to speak und write on their favorite subject of raoce
diserimiostion while making it eppear that thelr sole
oonoern lies in the prevention of delinguency and oriace.

Copled: o



(B:t10it oo, 2-1/2 to desputeh no. 1855 fram “illiam
F, Blooker, jiuerioan Coneul General at Ciudad Judrez,
Léxico, on subjeot of "Zoot Sult Disturbances at Los

1 Angeles, Callfornia™,)

FINDINGS AND NECOLLLTID.TIONS OF THX

GR.CID JUTY OF LOY ANGULIS COUNTY FOR

1943, BASED UTON ITS INGUINY INTO

JUVT.STILE CRIE AND DELINTHIENCY IN
THAT OOUNTY.

Batween June 15 and July 15 of this year, the Orand
Jury of Los Angeles County for ths year 1945 sonduoted an
extensive inquiry into varlous phases of the ourrent
juvenile delinmenoy problem,

Its purposes in this inquiry vere to obtain firsthand
faotual information ococncerning the underlying causes of
the present serious situation and to mscertain, in so far
ae possible, the best practiocal means for eccubating 1t.

The Grand Jury was prompted to initiate thls inquiry
by two impellings conolderations, namely, by the growing
mumnber of felony cases couing to the attention and heard
by the Orand Jury in whileh youths between the ages of 15
and 21 were involved in such serlous orimes as murder,
forecible rape, and felonious assault with deadly weapons,
und by the receant disturbanoces betveen Lembers of the
uniformed services and juvenile zoot sult wearers, whioh
have resulted in imoh unfavorable natlonal publielity
for this sounty.

In tho oourse of this inquiry munerous viltnssses
testified bofore the Grand Jury. These witnosses were
seleoted ao carefully as possible on the baslis of thelr
personal knowledze of the faets involved., In an effort
to obtain an impartial appraisal of the situution, these
witnesses were called from white, nogro and lexican
groups. They included police officials, both olty end
gounty, probatlion officerse, school offlolals, soolal
workers, offiolnls of the State Youth Authority,
representative churochrien, and othars.

The drand Jury 4id not undertake this inquiry with the
ldea that anything wery new or very startling would be
deve d by it. It did hope, however, that it might
proporly evaluate the faotors inwolwed and thareby reconclile
sane of the difforences of opinlon existing on the subjeot
and, by its reocormendstions, oontribute somsthing toward
the oorreotion of the scrious problem of Jjuvenile delinquenoy,
whlch imst bo met and handled by this great oamounity.

Altho Juvenile delinquency is a contimuing problem
and und will clveys be with us, end the apount
of suoh delinquenoy generally will be roughly proportionate
to the population, the Grond Jury finds that, in spite of
the growth of our population, there has been no substantial
inorease in the last decade in the faoilitles for handling
del inguents.
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The delinquency problem has been aggravated, noreover,
in recent yoars by thoe abnoramully rapid influx of peonple
brousht here on noocount of the war effort. lany of these
people, espeola anon:; the Hegro and Lexican elenentse,
cape from loocalities where thelr econocinlo and soolal
gurroundings were entiraly dissimilar to those that exlet
here, To a problem thnt was oritiocl before Fearl Harbor
therefore has baen added a strain thut appalls the parson
who familiarizes himself vwith the present situatiom.

The probleuws of properly handling and breventing this
increas load of delinqusntes is at present aggravated
by the e noles of the var, The polioce foroe has lost
over 500 of its members to the armed forces and 1s unnble
to reorult acceptabls replaocements. Every ocorrootive
agenoy is today understaffed and the lack of properly
tralned persomnel is univorsal.

Going baock no farther than 1941, the finds that
there was a considerable ilnorease in the de enoy in
ﬂmi year over 1940, There was also a furthor inoreane
in 1942.

In apalyzing the figures for these two years, the Jury
finde thore is a great disparity botween the percentage
inerease in the juvenile court filinge and that of the
juvenilo arrests by the Los /Angelos olty police departaent
and sherlff's offioce.

To illustrate: In the oase of boys, the juvenlile ocourt
£ilings in 1942 were only 3.5% greater than in 1941, while
the juvenile arrests increased 35{, or ten tines as much.
In the oase of zirls, the juvenile filings in 1942 were
22,8, over 1941, while tho nrresto inoreased 41.40.

The Grand Jury souht to discover the underlylng causes
of thie startling shift in the proportion of arrests to
juvenile filings and belleve it to be due to preoticen of
the juvenile authorities, which will be discussed later.

With the advent of the war there has also been a
decided shift in the charaotoer of the offenses comudtted.
vhile auto thefte involving juveniles declined 22% ip
1942, juvenile nssault cases filed inecreased over 40%,
with o much sreater percont inorease in the nunber of
arreste for that character of crime.

The records of the Los .ingeles #olice Departuent for
1942 reveal that juvenile arrests for assault inareaned
171% over 1941. The inecrease in the shariff's offioce

wae B2,

The los .nneles School plstrict ngku in 1942
:;s composed approximately of 8l1% white, ' , and
negro.

The juvenile court records disclose that I sxican boys,
although representing but 15% of tho oity sehool populationm,
constituted 34{) of the Juvenile arrests in the city in 1942;
and negro boys, representing of the ochool pam.{ltin,
oonotituted 14,9% of the juvonile arrests.

It
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It is, therefore, apparent thut this latter group of
negro boys In the metropolitan area of the oity of Los
sngelos presents o serious juvenile delinquenoy problen,

Thie 48 in a weasurc due to the recent influx of
negroes to the locality, nont of whom come from rural
areas in the south and cre of a lov eoconomio and educational
status, Thare is no evidence before the jury that negro
or Lexloan youths in gzenaral are inherently iore prons to
delinguency than are white youths of tho same eoomordo status.

The jury believes that the higher percantanas of
delinguency at grunnﬁ obtaining among these two sroups is
therefore a refleotion of their present lower economic and
educntional status rel:=tive to the averaze condtions
prevailing among the white members of our soolsty. Any
sm.nnsnt reduotion, therefore, in the disproportionate

elinquency rates of these groups must be sought by
oontinuing measures tending to raise the economic standards
of the groups as a whols up nearer the ooumunity average,

From all the evidence before it, the Grand Jury feels
that the so-called Zoot suilt problem is merely one manifestation
of a disturbed tiue in our natiomal life. 'The jury is of
the opinion th.t it is Lut a passing fad that will disappear
witidln a ocomparatively short tine, and that there i# no
inherent conneotion betwecn wearing zoot suite ana Juvenlle
delinquency or erime. Unfortunmately, however, zoot suite
have temporarily beooms ecblematio of orime in the ayes of
the publie.

Although the records of the polioce departnent oomtain
but few references, prior to January 1, 1943, to orimes
cownd tted by persons wearing zoot sults, since that date
the rescords show a large nuubor of orines of violenoce have
been commltted by persons so garbed,

According to police dopartuent recomds, between Janm. 1

1943 and June 18, 1943, 23 felonious assaults were ropurt-&

%o tho police in which uniformed servioce men were assaulted

by wearers of zoot suilts. During the eame pericd six
Susanor assaults, so comuvitted, were reported and also

14 fighte. Loot of thece, however, were camitted by adults,

Also, aoocordinz to the Los Angeles Iolloe Departnsnt
records, during this tine a total of 316 persons wearing
w0t sults were involved in the comudssion of felonies,
many of these beins asecolated in gangs. The records of
the sheriff's offico of Los . es County also show thaot a
oonsiderable number of zoot sult wearers were involwed in
gang criminal aotivities during the same period,

It is, therefore, little to be wondered that a zoot
ouit has !'uu:lu, in the eyes of s BN aciblem of
gangoterism and orime; the gangs su feature be
aocoentuated by the faot that in wany instances from
several up to 20 or 30 zoot suit wearers were involved in a

single orice,

There has been a disposition to attribute the cutrages
connitted by these zot sult gangs (corposed mostly of
Lexioans, although occasionally we find white ond negro boys
participuting in thoir cotivities) to the d181ike or hatred
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oreated in the minds of the lexiean youth by repressive
ard disorininatory treatment inflicted upon them by the

f ioans, The Grand J Tound no evidenos to
substantiate any such balief, ey found no evidenoe
that these anotivities were in any sense due to or inoited
by race prejudice or anti-llexican feeling, The Nrand Jury
also found no evidence that the juvenile delinquency or
the sanz problem is duo to any extent whatever to any
enemy subversive aotions or mechanationsa,

The orimes committed by these loosely orsanized sangs
have in the main been comiltted by boys of Lexiean descent,
born in the United States, and, therefore, Ameriocan oitigzens.
They have boen oonmitted almost exolusively aguinst fellow
Lexloans, clther native-born or oltizens of Liéxlieo.

For the eake of illustration, attention is called to a
few of the outstanding ocnsces ariu:l.ng in this oounty in the
hatlm: &nd a half, in whioch gangs of lLexioan youths were
invo .

In the case knowm &8s the Sleepy lLagoon Lurder Case, in
wihlch 23 kKexloan youths were indioted by the Grand Jury of
Los Angeles County in 1942, the offenses of murder and
felonious assaults were charged. The viotim of the murder
was one Joee Diaz, a oltizen of Léxlco. The viotim of one
of the assaults was Joe lLanfredl, reputed to be of Italian
lineage. The vietin of another assault was (ruses Reyes,
born in the United Staotes of llexioan desoent.

In yet enother case, three brothers, all of Lexloen
descent, while ntt.mptiu{-. to enter a restaurant located in
8 Lexlean distriot other than the distriot in which the three
brothars lived, were assaulted without ocause or provoocation
on thelr purt by o group of Lexican youths lounging arcund
the restaurant. This assault was so violent that ons of the
brot hars wos brutally beaten to death,

In yet another case, one Andrew Diaz of Lexican desoeant,
was killed as the result of a brawl arising out of an
attempted orashing or raid upon & party by other persons
of Laoxican desocent,

In yet another case, as the result of another fight
between two riwval lLexican sangs, two lLexioans were killed,

In yet another case, after hearing teotinony inoluding
the adulssions of the accused themselves, this Grand Jury
indicted 11 Lexican youths for the foroible raping of two
iexioan girls. 'The viotims of this rape and all of those
indioted were native-born .weriocan oitizems. In this oase
it is significant that all but ome of the oriminals
involved were but 17 years of age, or less, und that many
had previous juvenile sourt records ranging all the way fron
car theft to felonlous assault, y

These cases are .wreor less outstanding exarples of the
':'muu Tun of oriminal cases imvolving Lexieans, which have
en in Los Angeles County during the past two years,

The jury finde that juvenile orimes do not have for
their notive or reason class or reoial hatred or disorimination,
Ill-informed and reckless porsons, by unfounded charges of
i l?
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racial disorininction acainst the Lexiean poople, have
done little to promote harmony between this nation and
our sister republiec to the south.

The jury finds, from evidenoce subuitted to 1t, that
the uase of liquor to a larpe extent und narihuana to a
@iall extent are major causes of juvenilo erine.

The Jury finds thut the strietly gang problem arongst
the negro youth, while serious, has not reached the
proportion of the problew amongst the Lexisan youth.

The juvenile orime situ=ztion arons the nogro youths,
howaver, 1s a npatter of serious ooneern,

It has boen estimmted that fram 5000 to 10,000
Bouthern negroes havo ocone to Lot Anzeles u:nnly in each
month for more than a year past, and that this influx
is continuing.

Hesponsible cuthorities esti ate thet the negro
population in the City of Los .nzeles has doubled within
the past two years., Thece new oitizens, who in all reason
¥ill rewntin here perrénently, are mostly living in areas
vihich were overerowded before they came. The housing
situntlon in thesce sonpgected ocolored distriots has, there-
fore, reached un intolerable condition.

This bad situation iz agzravated by tho fanot that the
reoreational cnd playground fuoilities in these arsas are
inudequate in area, physicul equipment and personnel.

Such conditions breed criue, espeolally acong juveniles.

Lany of .hese recent srrivals cone from localities hore
thelr educ.tional opportunities huve been rmech less than
those yrevalling here. They bring with the. oxldren Those
school progresc is far leos than that of California children
of the saue age. They have shifted fram o rurnl to an urban
environnent.

City 1life is a new and exelting experience Tor NANY.
Thic situation presente a treuendous nrobler: to the sohool
euthorities, the polioce, and the canmnity at large.

It io counon knovledze that boys have alrays boen prone
to gathar together Im loocal mrouss or gangs, have followed
tiic loadership of their :ore deminant members and absorb snd
are influenced to a great extent by the outlook upon life
and ideals of these leaders,

The influencs of cuch leaders of pangs for evil upon
their younger fellow mombers s treuendously inorsased when
there 1s a decline or sbsence of parental or hone anthority
and disoipline. Such & breakdowm of honme influence has been
especlally notioeable in the oase of pany of our native-
born adolescents of lLexiocan descent whose parents still
speak Lpanish, live undar nlien sooial oconditione, and
atterpt to preserve fumily traditionn foreign to the
swer loan vode, with which tho ohildren come into contaot at
schoel. For huu reasons the so-ocalled Lexican youths
have been prone to seck their soeial activities on the street
with other of their kind and form into noighborhood groups.

The gangs were not and ore not fangs in the senoe that
they

% -~ o o
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they have beon or are closely knit orpanizations. Hathar
they appear to be more or less spontancous ~troupings of
kexican boys in a partisular sommmunity for the purpose of the
monent. They appear to have no leaders in the sense that
any perscn 1s eleoted by wvote to head the orgunization.
Inherent and natural gqualities of leadership at the tire

of a partioular group asseably determines the leader

Tor the timo chall be.

In the beginning these community groups or gangs had
for their prineipal aotivities the ralding or erashing
of danoes and parties held outside the bailiwlok of the
gang. These anti-soclal cotivities developed an
inoreasing ety botweon lexleoan residents of difforent
soctlons of tho olty resulting in mumerous fighte, in
which anywhere from several to 30 or 40 boys on sach
slde were involved. In 1any cases these fights becane
violent, knives, guns, tire chains, broken glass bottles,
and other daagercus weapons, being used acd deathe and
serious injurles resulted.

The point has now been reached whore it is dangerous Tor
one Lexioon youth to o on a lawful and innocent nission
into ¢ daistriot other than his own. <8 tice vent on, the
aotivities of these community gengs have beem extended to
mb::irhl. burgiaries, foroible rapea, and other eerious
Tal a8,

The police have had experience with euoch gangs for nany
years and have had no surtlouler diffioulty in handling
theis up until recently. It is only within the past two
or three years that they have beocoms a ser ious police
problea, ‘ltnesses before tho jury have asoribed this
later develomuent io several causes: The laok of polioce
personnel, due to the draft, to properly oversee and cheak
upon the inoipient activities of the various gangs; the
fullure of the juvenile authorities to imotill a pProper
Tespeot for comstituted authority in the minds of juvenile
delinquents, und their failure to provide for the
eliuination of juvonile oriminals from associ ‘tiom with
and domin:noe over the othor boys in their neishborhood.

Police officors ocnd officials, soclal service workars,
olayground direotors, and :sany others in diroet oontaot
and experlence with juvenile delinquents, have testified
bofore the Grand Jury thut there has been daveloping for
socetime pest auong Juvenile offenders, a marked oconter:ppt
for law .nd law enforoauont offieers, and that this oonterpt
of lawful euthority sec..c to be acoentuated emong thoge
lovolved in gang notivities,

This contempt sewis to have boam brousat sbaut by the
fallure of those responsible for the adrinistration of
oorrestive proecsdure to sroparly or, in many inetances, to
at all diseipline by ceans of some definite punishment
those boys and ;irls who have consistently wminitted orice.

The Grand Jury hes been repeatedly told by
witnesses that after advice, eajol und threats
failed to deter the orinminal t 8 of these youths
and arreate for seriocus orines have booore nedessary, that
the arrested individual, notvdthotanding that the evidence
of sullt was available ind olear, has received nothing
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more than lestures from the Juvenile ocourt authorities;
and tizt thece criuinal delinquents, even after repeated
arrests, huve boen narrdtted to roturn to thelr ocormunities
and carry on their oriminal ooreer,

The very faot that thoy have been arrested not omce but
repectedly, und each time released without definite
punieshnment, olothes them with glamour, espeoianlly lﬁnung
to younger and less hardened boys and girls, They have
beaten the rap, and they think they are bigger nnd better,
and above the law, and act ncoordingly.

Taus the gangster :nd oriminal tendencies of pre-
delinquent youthe with whom they asmociate, are developed
and enhanses by these flounted exarples of the failure of
the law to punish law breaking. Suoh prooedure, inatead
of inouleuting the leseon th.b wrong-doing is certain to
be definitely followed by punlshment, breeds the revarse
end dangercun belisf by many boye in thelr fomative
purioghmt they oan do what they please and get away
with

* The juvenile zuthorities, in exten:ation, ray that they
have been hempered by lack of sultable places of detention
and thut they huve, therefore, boen compolled to roleass
many Juvenlles who would otherwlse have been subjeoted to
restraint and raiedial treoatment, beoause of laock of
fagcilitles for thelr detention.

There seews to be a nore or less gconeral agoeptance

of tho philosophy thut it 1s the oblimmtion of the state

to assune charge of and attenpt the rehabilitation of the
older and uore vicious types of juvenile delinguent, who
should nmore aptly be termed Juvenile eriminals, and that,
in ths wetropolitan County of Los Angeles, it in the
obligation of the county to provide ocare und rehabilitation
for the less serious types of juvenile offenders, requiring
conparatively short periods of oustodial correction,

In conneotion with the discharge of this latter
obligation, the Grand J is of the opinion that tho type
of canps now belng maintained by the probation department
of the county are properly oconducted and serve a very
useful purpose in the troatment of juvenile delinquenoy
and should be expanded.

The iur{ vlews with approwal the aotione of the
Califo outh duthority in the opeming of its boys*
on.ﬁ in Calaveras County, and a prutg;-d development for
delinquent girls near Santa Rosa, sinilar to the Ventura
inetitution,

The Jjury believes that the members of the California
Youth suthority are alert to the entire juvenile situation
and are realistic in their approach to the nroblem.

Upon & consideration of all the evidenoe before it,
T GRAD JURY NICAIEIDO:

1) T™at a realistic attitude be adopted towards the
rewoval fron the commmunity of those boys and girls who
bave denonstrated their disregard and ocontempt for law
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and order by the repeated comminsion of orimes, and who
exert a destruotive influenoce upom other boys and girle
in the community.

That the Californie Youth JAuthority, as rapldly as
possible, provide the necessary facllitles for the
oustodial care, detention and rehabilitation of this
type of delinquent, eploying for this purpose, orarily
for the dumation, any existing aveilable and suitable olty
or county feocllitles.

The Orand Jury wishes to moke it olear that it is its
belief that unless a respeot for law is restored by the
prosecution and punishment of Juvenile oriminals who
ars now rumning loose, no hope exists for betterment from
the applieation of such recammendations as follow.

2) Thot the County of Los Angeles inorease its camp
faoilities under the jurisdiotion of the County Irobation
Department in o manner commensurate with the needs,

The jury is unable to suggest the amount of suoch needs,
because of confliot of testimony in this regard. ‘e,
thorefore, recomiend a confersnce be held betveen members
of the Doard of Supervisors, Judges of the Juvenile Court,
Frobation Offlocers, City and County rollce Officers
famd 1iar with this problem, to determine the imuediate
requirements.

It is further reocomnondsd tht road campe used for adult
prieonero, whioh are now in comrdccion but are not now
used to ocapacity, be devoted, so far as is pructiozl, to
the oarrying out of this sropron. This oan be dome
regrouping their present oocoupants, thus makins sole
oan s avallabls exelusively for juvemlle of fenders.

%) The Orand Jury is convineced that the over-all
problem of juvenile delinquemoy 1n this county le so
serious, and thot the administration of the juvemlle court
is 5o intriecately involved in any possible solution, that
it warits the considered attentiuon of all the Judges of
the Superior Court of Los .ngeles County.

4) The problems of Juvenile delinquency in Los Angeles
County, its prevention and oure, are extreusly ocamplex
and inolude so wany and csuch diverse faotors and agenoles
that it warrants the most detalled objeotive considerstion
end study over long perlods of tise extending beyond the
life of thie Orand Jury.

ITo body or agenoy for cuch objective over-all study
now exists. .s the probtlem affects the welfare »f the
entire state and 1s fundanontally conoarned with state-wlde
polioies, und embraces state agencies, this Orand Jury
re to the Governor of the State that he appoint a
conmittee of broad-visicnod eitizens of Loe anseles County
to earry on this investigation, und to report its findings
end recommwendations as arrived at from time to tine,

The members of such a body, in the opinion of the Orand
Jury, should have no oonunootion with any agency, public or
private, conneoted vwith any phase of the problem, but
should oall upon tho offiocials of all agenocles oconocerned
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for information and advios,

5) It is recommended thut the personnel of the Crime
Frovontion Bureau nf the Los anseles Tolioe Department,
and of the County Sheriff's Offioe, be inoreased as socon
as trained porscnnel is awallable.

That such additional porsomnnel devote ita time to
orims prevention vierk in 1ts broadest sense and be not
hampered in these agtivities by tine consuming case load
burdens,

It is further recommended that, so far as !s praoticable,
suoh orime prevention officers be seleoted fron persons
belonging to the racial or national groups predculnating
in the distriots in whioh they work.

8) That there be a better enforocement of the anti-
marcotio lawe ard the penal provisions of the licuor laws
of the state, with espeaial reference to the suprlying of
liquor to minors.

7) That all industries employing women asgertain how
many women are employed who have children under 14 yecrs of
age, who are unsupervised during the nother's absence Irom
home; that any suoh vomen bo required to arrange for thas
proper supervision of such ohildren as a oondition to
remaining erployed; that no woman be employed in the futwe
who does not mest with this requirensnt.

8) That the cohool authorities mmke a greater utilizmstisn
of existing sohool and reorsational facilities, especially
in the o sted areans, and that the Los Angeles Sohool
Mstriot give ite considered attention to the assismient
to the wnore congestod distriots of teachers who are
genuinely interested in the spoial welfare of thelir pupils,
and who glve proulse of possessing abllity to dewvelop looal
leadership in these comminities.

It is supzested that assisnment to schools In thece
wore oongested aund oritical areas should be regardesd as
a recognition of excoptional ability and a promotion rather
than o demotlon.

9) Tho housing situation in the negro and lLexican
distriete 1s a Aisgrace to this great and wealthy
&mﬂtr. This problen: derands the attention of its besat

ught.

It oannot be solved overmight or within the lifetine
of this Grand Jury. . otart, hovever, can and should be
pade now. For lmsdinte ro.l.{n.f during the prosent
emorgonoy, it is the opinlon of the Grand Jury that the
distriot on the east slde, lurgely ocoupied by negro
eitizens, inoluding the Littie Tokio distriot, should be
inocluded within the ‘ar Housing Converslon Irogrun, to
permit the wodernizmtion of many substandard dwelllinpss and
bui ldings into habitations f£it for human beings, und to
inorease the housing oapacity of the distrioeta.

10) The woral and socononis necessities of a long-ranse
housing prograu for negroes are in our estluation

imperative.
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imperative, /e recomnend, therefore, thut the Los ingeles
City Flanning Coawcnission and the Los .nceles ﬂmn:{x
#eglonal 1lanning Conmission give this problem th
iciediate and continued attentlon.

The jury is furthermore of the opinion that the nogro
housing problem has reached such a degree of agrravation
thut it oeriously auffents tho business and soocial life
of the entire community., It 1e, therefore, recocmmended
that the Chumber of Comerce of the 0Olty of Loe .ngeles,
the nost powerful civic group in this area, devote ite
faolilities to 2 solution of tals sroblenm, commanding
and ooordinating therefor the faoilities of all exinting
agencies,.

11) That negro and loxican oitizens be given impartial
opportunity for eiployuent and advanccment in industry,
and th:t -eidbers of all roces and natlonalitiesn be
peraitted the use of public facilities without dis-
arlLination.




Exhibit Ho. 2 1/2 to despatch no, 1855, froa r.-}:g:.;
Wxtes uiuﬂm 3 u“i;m et o¢ "

on sot of "Zoot
Sult n{ltnrmnll a% 15- Ans:ln, Californla®.

QFFICE OF THE .IATOR Fletoher Bowron
CITY HALL Jayor
Los Angeles, Californla

August 3, 1943

utate Departuent
b s D Gy

Attention of ir. #hilip V. Boasal
Chief, Division of Aacrican Republios

Gontlemen:

Relative to disturbances in the City of Los
angeles during the month of June, referred to in the
yress as "zoot suit” riots, I have caused e careful
investigation of the faots and olrounstances ta be
made, and, after mature laquiry and gonsideration, I
make the followlog representations:

(1) That the mocts of local citizens, the looul
police, and aembers of the armed forces, regrattable
though the ocourrences may have been, were not proampted
by prejudiciel or even unfriendly feellng toward the
Hdaxicun peaple;

(2) That, so far as hus yet buen deterained, nd
sexioan nationals or citizens of the Reyublic of Jexieod
were involved, elther ms aggressors or viotims, in the
etreet fighting, bodily assaults, or the publioc undress-
ing of wearers of "zoot sults" on the part of those wis-
guided persons, both in eivilian attire and in the
unifora of the armed forces, who, either in the juest
of exoltement or to attract pu.hlin attention, interferred
with the liberties and rights of othors;

(3) that acocounts appearing in the public press,
which apparently were tranmaitted to ..exioco and other
Latin ,aerican scountries, were, in many respeots, elther
wholly untrue or were aisleading, garbled, and colored.

Besidents of the City of Los angeles or surrounding
areas ordinarily referred to as .exlicans are, for the
most part, .aerlean citizens. The disturbing eleaent 1s
represented 1;.;{:1 by tho membership of that have
been formed 4 the past severzl years. eBe ure
youth and young men most all of whom ware born io thise
comaunity, educated in our local schaols, and have beea
subjected to suech conditions and lack of rostraint and
diseipline as h-8 generally affeoted the growing population

of the
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of the community.

I refer primarily to lexness in the enforceuent of
law, with particular reference to any form of pumshsent
under the Juvenile laws of this stute. Unfortunately,
a large proportion of the wemburship of these gangs
is made up of boys, and soac girls, of <exloan blood.
It 18 not becauss they are ..exigcan, but because af
thelr conduct that cotion has been taken against thea
by the looal police.

' In confiraation of my averment that thers is no
substuntial evidence of antl-Jexiocun feellag and that
all those involved have been treated alike, regardless
of race, color or oreed, permlt ..e to refer to several
faots that should be conviaoing.

The gangs referred to in thelr operations have not,
except in 1soleted instances, preyed upon any other
loocal residents than members of the .lexican race., They
fought awong thensclves and practioully all of the
disturbanoces reporteod to the police had to do with acts
of lawlessness at weddings, dances, and other soccial
gatherings wherc practically no onc other than persons
af dexiocan descent vwere present. Those who aade reports
to the police and identifled the aggressors and con=
sented to aot as witnessea ut trials were beaten up and
intimidated so that many acts of violence were unreported.

a oommlttee cauposed entirely of ..exicans occlled on
the Chief of -‘olice and asked for protection. The action
of the police was in response to this request and
reporte subseaguently recelved and was for the protection
of the Jexlecan people theuselves.

Thus it may be seen thut, while the Los angcles
PFolice Lepartment may have directed a rather vigorous
cumpaign of law enforcement against ~exican youths, it
was for the protection of Jexican people and at their
r:g:n:t rathen than for the protection of other loocul
eltizens.

4An a result of this contact with the Jolice Depurt=-
ment, I formed a conalttee composed satirely of loocal
citizens of uiexioun blood, one of whom was a .iexioun
oitizen, some of whom were born in wexico and naturalized,
others born in this country of .jexiocan parents.

In making up this list, I coaferred with the arch-
bishop of the Catholic Church for this arochdiocese,
ginoe most of the ..exlcans are of ths Catholie failth,
end the church has rendered full cooperation and
ussistance. Through the duperintendent of Schools
and the Board of Lducation, I secured a full time

employes of the Sohool Uepartaent to vork with the
Committee
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Comui ttee.

This committee, working olosely with the Los
angeles folice Lepartment and with the Sohool Uepertaent,
vwas endeavoring in a very practical and effeotive way
to get at the bottoa of the gang problem and the causes
of looul juvenile dolinguency among <exlocan youth and
had been so engaged for auny wonths prior to the June
disturbances.

The so-called "zoot-sult" riote resulted froa
sporadioc street fighting, which in turn resulted froa
{ndividoal fights betvween sallors and young sexloans
over glrls. Undue publicity, indicating that local
wexicans wearing "zoot suits™ were, wlthout sufficieat
gause or provocation, indiseriminately attacking servioce
men, was unquestionably the prineipal inolting cause
for the participation of other local citizens and service
men in the unseemly exhibitions on our city streets, in
cafes, and in a few theatres, that have been made to
appear as a demonstration prompted by prejudice apgalnst
liexicans in this locality.

I want to glve assurunce thut our rolatloanshlp with
all representatives of the local Jexican population and
with official representatives of the Jexican gzoverament
have always been most friendly and cordisl. It 1s very
significant that within a fow weeks following the so-
galled "zoot suit" occurrences a Fourt of July patriotioc
demonstration was held in front of the City Hall

_participated in by representatives of the .rauy and .avy
and looal .exioan population amd it 1s of perticular
insterest that the demonstration was arranged and conducted
by & committee of local citizens every member of -hioch was
of .Jexican parentage. I enclose a report of this Fourth
of July demonstration which should be rather convinoing
groof of the fine eitizenship oa the part of the leaders
of the looul .iexican colony a:d of the friendly relutlon-

ship existing.

I also hand you a copy of & report duted July 21
1943, prepared for me by C. B. Harrell, Chief of the £¢l
angeles folice Uepartment, to whioh is attached a detalled
statement prepared by Assistant chief of Jollee zZ. .
Lester, entitled "some aspects of the Youth Uangs in Los
Angelea™.

I also ma enclosing for your information a copy
of a report of the Los sngeles County Grand Jury entitled
"Findings and lecommendations of the Grand Jury of Los
ingcles County for 1943, Based Upon Its Inyuiry into Juvenlle
Crime and Delinqueascy In That County". I particularly
gall your attention to those portions of the report
reluting to the so-culled “"soot suit™ proble., beglnning
on .'a:e 3 thereof, from which I guote a few stateameats
as Tollows:

"There
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"There has been a disposition to attribute the oute
rages comaitted by these zoot suit gangs (couposed mostly
of iLexicans, elthough cocaslonally we find ihite and
Hegro boys purucipntinf in their amotivities) to the dis-
like or hatred oreated in the winds of the Jexican youth
by repressive and disorlanstory treataent infliotcd upon
thea by the anglo-Americans., The Graad Jury found no
evidence ta substantiate such belief. They found no
evidenoe that these sotivities were io any sense due ta
or incited by rece prejudiice or antl-_exigun feelins.

The Grend Jury also found no evidence that the juvenile
dslinquenoy or the gang problea is due to any exteat
whatever to any eneay subversive actions or mechanations.

"The oriues comaltted by these lossely organized
gangs have in the main been committed by boys of iexican
desocent, born in the United States and therefore American
oltizens. They have been committed almost exclusively
gﬂ.ﬂ:} r:.unw «oxigans, elther native born or oitizeas

«8xlao",

I am taking the liberty of sending a duplicate of
this letter and attachaments to the Office of war Infor-
mation because that bureau was sufficlently interested
to send a representative to Los Angeles. Inasmuch me I
aun informed that the representative syent most of his
tice while here with well-meaning persons who have
apparently been doing their best to wake a racial issue
out of this disturbance, I have some doubts whether the
0ffice of iLar Information has yet acquired the correot pic-
ture,

There are certain organizations ia Los angeles that
have been endeavoring to colleot and make public evidence
of anti-ikexican feeling. They rightly and laudably
assuas to ocall attentlion to the faot thut wexicans are
our allies, that we must aot have a misundera
and that any anti-uexican feellng or demonstration 1n:l'..ln.‘i.
bhurt the war effort. .greed, but their vury efforts to

makce a raclal issue out of soa that can just as
easily and more truthfully be exp. as .m%
that woulé have hagpened regurdless of the race, color

or creed of those iavolved, are doing irreparable damage
iaterfering with proper understanding and friendly relations
between ourselves and the .Jexivan people, and at the same
tine hurting the war effort.

I trust that the information supplied may be of soas
assistanoe to you in setting forth the silaple and provable
facts to the officlal representaiives of the liexican
Government, in order that their opinions and conolusions
may not be hlﬂupnnln:l_tmnduhrﬂmu
reports or statemeats of those who ardy still trying to
fan into flawes the dying ewbers of the unfortunate and
regrottable occourrences of a few days in June in the City
of Los Angeles.

Yours very truly,

FB:ad daYOR
Copled: eo




Exhibit no. 3 to despatoh no. 1855, from :illiam

P. Blooker, imerican Consul General at Oludad Juirez,
!..l::lm dated August 3, 1943, on subject of ".ioot
Suit lﬂ.ltuha.neu at Los Angeles, California",

WWIWME SUEL I, HY June, 1943

Zoot=-sulit hoodluaism has been reported in Baltimore,
Torcato, Letroit, .est Texas, n~risona, and several Cal-
ifornia oities, but it has been partiocularly dangerous
in Los Angeles since the autumn of 1942, reachinog a
new peak of vlolenoce early in June 1943. Sinoe their
founding a few years ago by adult petty criminals,
acocording to recent estinates there are between one
hundred and three hundred loosely organized gangs in
Los /ngeles County, composed of a few negroes and of

2 large majority of .exlcan-imerican most of whou are
minors born in California.

The recent Los Angeles disturbances seca to have
been the result of local econauwle, scolal, and police
gonditions. among plausible causes are: 8slua conditions;
fallure of state and county facilities for juvenile
detention and correction to keep pace with inoresase
in population; zooters' abandonment of school for
money in defense plants; sensatlonal journalizam; legal
loopholes in the prosscution of minors and of adulte
working through minors; iaadeguate recreational and
trade school facilities; broken homes; differences
between .exlcan laboring parents and second-generation
~exican-sierican children; and lack of alddle class
leadership among ~sxican-imericans., osSeveral comulttees,
officlal and otharwise, are now seeking reaediocs for
these conditions.

Despite repesnted assertions to the contrary e.an-
ating froa Communist sources, there seeus to be little
or no evidence thet the recent Los .angeles zoot-sult
riots were rucge riots. slthough most zoot-suiters in
Los angeles seaa 0 be .Jexloan-americans, serviceaen
went after zoot-sulters of any and all races, and
apparently had no intention to molest persoas of any
race not so olad; the police olaim to have arrested

rioters

REGRADLD UNCLASSIFIED
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rioters regardless of race or costuue; and the general
feeling in Los ungeles, inoluding thut of .lexiocan-
.mericans, 18 that the riotes were priuarily an exhibition
of hoodlumisn and were talated, if at all

aocldentally and to & minor exteat by d-lih-rlh racs
prejudice.

Conmuniets strive to keep discord alive. is they
have not falled to bring to the attentlon of the high-
u:-ﬂﬁtiuim labor leaders, and the press, every
oe ¥y runhi angle in thease riots, ue stress
on raoe discrimination suggests possible Comuaunist
influence. At first the attitude of LA OPINION --
one of the two newspapers of the LOLANO Press, the
most influential Spaniesh language press in the United
States, merving approxiuately 400,000 dexiocans and
Lliexican-imericans in the Southwest--favored the
pachucos and blamed the sallors for most of the
trouble. For more than a year LA OPINION has
exaggerated and harped on allsged race discrimina-
tion, apparently trylng to ecreate in the minds of other-
vise satisfied .dexican residents the idea that they
were belong persecuted. The paper has guietly ignored

vantages dexioan~imeriocans enjoy here but not in
Jexioco. Although looal :jexican-Americans had protested
that the American press was over-featuring the zoot-
suit riots, LA OPINION in the issues 7, &, 9 and 10
June ocarried full-page banner headlines about the
events. After 10 Jupe, emphasis on serviceaen's so-
called "aggression” was toned down and the racial
angle was sald to be pructically non-existent.

The 10 June issue of MACLLSIOR, lexioco City daily,
quoted Carey 0 WILLI.iiS, Presideant of the "National
Lawyers' Assoclation™ (probably a slip for the
Communist-influenced Los Angeles branch of the National
Lawyers' Ouild), as oritlolzing "provocative methods"
used by the Loas Angeles police agalnst .exicans. 1In
the 12 June issue, .irs. Josephina Flerro de BRIGHT
Los Angeles Communlist suspect, was guoted as atating
that the disturbances constitute an ald to rirth
columnists. The 15 Junes issue stated that "if the
g00d nelghbor pollcy is not a myth, the United
States governueat should proceed -{th. snergy against
those gullty of attacks egainst exicans, and the
Los .ngeles Press should not contioue a camwpalgn of
caluanies against ..exicans, as or. Carey i VILLIAUS

8o aptly
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80 aptly expressed it." On 16 June, Foreign _inister
~zequiel PADILL.: announced, accordiag to the aewspapers,
that the .iexican Governascat has forasally asked the
United States government to punish persons responsi-
ble for the riots, granting "just indeunities" for

"the innocent viotius,."

The account of the disturbances in the 21 June
1943 issue of TLL, with its slgnifiocant refarence to
"EDUARVO JULVLLO, & plump, elgar=-chewlnz, shook-hsaded
amateur socliologlst, prn{d-nt of the Coordinating
Couneil for Latln americans, member of the Cltizens'
Committee on Latin /merican Youth," also suggests a
soaewhat Communistioc source of oruation.

A few figures (often taken froa the press, sinoe
complete records are not yet available) wmay give soame
indlocation of the gravity and proportions of this
Juvenile orime wave. Since 1940, erines comaltted
in Los Angeles County by boys thirteen to seventean
years old are sald to have inoreased more than seveaty-
five per cent, and oriues by girls of the same age,
still more than that. The Los Angeles Juvenile Court
is reported to be burdened far beyond its capacity,
having handled more than 5,200 new cases last year.
aceording to the newapagerse, layor BO.RON, of Los
Angeles, declared that Juvenile detention homes are so
orowded that the courts have no place to put zoot-
sulters. Zoot-sulters apparehtly know this and take
advantage of it. after the aurder by pachucos of
Jose DIa., at sleepy Lagoon, Los angeles, 2 .august
1942, and an outbreak of other gang ori.ies, by 9
sugust 1942 about three hundred gangsters froa fours
teeh to twenty-two yearas old, including several girls,
were under arreat, aad ons hundred deadly weapons
were gonfiscatod, My 17 august 1942, followlng
another flare-up of juvenile orlies, forty-tvo oore
were under arrest. Another outbreak netted sixty-nine
additional arrests between 22 and 24 sugust 1942, Oa
12 January 1943, twelve zoot sult youths from sevea-
teen to twenty-three years old were found gullty of
Joae Dlaz's murder., Of these twelve, three were
conviaoted of wurder in the first degree, with the
recommehdation of life imprisonuent. The reaaining
nine were found guilty of second degree murder. Three
other youths were convioted on two counte of assault
with a deadly weapon with intent to comuit murder mnd
two others were gonviocted of assault. The Los angeles
Sheriff's Office reported that betwesen 1 January and 8

June
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June 8, 1943 three hundred and seveaty-one native born
dexican~imericen oele juvenlles and twenty-two female
juveniles were arrested. hAuong the boys' couuonest
erices were auto theft (65), burglary (56) assault with
deadly weapon (42), Vasrnnui ‘33 , petty theft (30),
robbery (23), drunkenness (16), and rape (9). Accord=
ing to the newspapers, sinoe Ootober 1942 the Los .ngeles
police arrested among zoot-suiters one hundred and
slxty=-five of ..exlican ancestry, one hundred and thirty
three negroes, and eighteen others., Los angeles polloe
records for the period froa 1 .iarch to 6 June, 1943,
are sald to show coaplaints of tweanty-six service per-
sonnel assaulted by Zooters and fifty-three robberies
of servicemen. Between L June and 10 Juns, 1943, one
hundred and twelve persons are reported to have recelved
miergenoy hosplital treatment in Los angeles for serious
injuries received in the zoot war, of which eighteen
were servicemen. #At least one hundred and thirty-five
others who did not report for treataent were estiaated
to have been injured. In that pariod ninety-four
eivilians (chiefly zooters) and twenty servicemen were
arrested, and ebout five hundred persons were taken
into oe custody without forual chargea.

It has been estimated that of a hundred-odd
gooters arrested and interrogated about ll June 1943
in Los Angeles, elght-five per ceat of those of draft
age had been deferred or rejected by the ~ray as un-
desirables. Acocording to the press, the 0ffice of .ar
Information annsunced about 18 June that these zooters
were dssoribed by a Japanese coamaentator on the Toklo
radio as "stronz, courageous young men who have banded
together into @ nationwide aray to express by physical
foroe their disapproval of the war. They are not afraid
to spill blood--even their own blnd--but they are inteat
on spilling it in their owa country for thelr own
saored ideals."

TL{:, in the 1ssue referred to above, devoted part
of a sentence to the immediate cause of the conflioct
batween zoot-sulters and serviceamen, in a casual
reference to "several ocoasions when zoot-hoodluas
had attacked and robbed" soldiers and sallors, It has
been frequently asserted that serviceuen started the
trouble by creshing .eilcan-.merican parties and,
despite eged race prejudice, by paylng too auch
attention to .lexican=..aerican girls. Since last
autuan, however, reports have coas in of about elghty
aenaoing incidents sald to have been unprovoked by
enlisted men, betwesn single or greatly outnuabered
enlisted men and bands of zoot-suliters. 4snd these are

presuaably
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presumably only a fraotion of all the cases that
ogourred. sbout a tenth of thess resulted in serious
injuries, .doet of theu wizht easily have gone besyond
the vituperative etage and led to shysical hari, had
not the enlisted men temporized and esocaped at the
firet opportanity. But after uonths of inoreasing
unprovoked, and unpunished soot-suit attacks on u{ri.l.im.
friends, families and wesbers of the army and davy
servicemen .meted out corporal punish_ent uu-uudut-u
to all zoot-sulters they could find., In this they
were continually abetted by oivilians, who followed
them about, alding, cheeriny, and theu on. In
a short time zoot-sulters were hastily buylng overalls
with which to disguise themselves. The looal press,
barring Communist influences, seemed well disposed
towards the servigemsn, ".hen the menace had all but
gotten out of control,” ran an editorial in the San
viego Tribune, 9 June 1943, "servicemen took the law
into their own handg..... Perhapa it was wrong for
soldlers and sallors to deel with the moot-suiters oo
this basis, but the weasures taken by the servicemen
were highly effectivs."”

In conneotion with the zmoot=sult rlots the
Communistes have clearly had at least three alma: to
agltate minority groups, especially the Los .ngeles
negroes and .lexican-/mericans; to appear to chaaplon
these minority groups, with the design of extending
Communist influence over them; and to attack thelr eaemy,
S1dARUIS., by charging it with lnstigating the riota.

Until -sexico entered the war, the SIW.R UISTas, a
nationalist and lsolationist group, were for uexloo
first, last and always, and were opposed to giving any
aid to elther the axis or the United Hautions. Doubt=-
less this stand indirectly had a dampening effect on
the proeillied enthusiasa of Sexlicans and Jexiocan-
imricans in the United States, but there seeaas to have
been no deliberately subversive action involved. They
arc a oonservative, strongly Roman-Catholio group,
and as such are snti-Communist. As most of the uexioan
imericen Roman Catholic priesta s thize with SINLiR-
QuIsd, it is possible that saae luted SIHARQUIST
propaganda reachces the pachusos froa this source. But
nothing more direet than that seems to be likely.

About two years ago nuaerous Hexiocan persons
appeared in southern California and Texas, atteapting
to consolidate the llexican groups in Texas with those
in this area. Texas pachucos are sald to be in part
controlled by the dpaniah FALUNGISTS in <exico. The
Texas pachucos reportedly bring asrijuena to Los .ngeles.
The zoot-sulters are knovn to use marijuana, and on
1, august 1942, a dope smuggling ring was suashed,

which
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which hai been supplyinyg marijuans to juvenile gang-
stera. at present there are sala to be nuuerous
young ..exioans in this area frou 'l'eass, Jdew .lexico,
and ~rizoas, but they do oot appear to be sufficlent-
ly well organized or intelligent to be used by sub-
versive intercsts. On 5 June 1943, two unidentified
dexioans about eighteen years old were overheard
discussing the regent altercations betweean zooters
and wilitary personmel in Los sngeles. One of the
Wdexiocans remarked that things would be all right soon,
since they had sent to Il “aso for help. Although
there appears to be soae elight contact between the
FALANGISTS and the SIHARUISTAS, there seems to be

no evidenoce that ./jazl agents are working to any
notioeable extent through the SINARIUISTAS for the
overthrow of the United States goverament.

On 16 Hday 1943 at a meeting of the Casa de
Espana at the Sons of Hermann Hall, 120 Zast 25th
Street, Los Angeles, a number of pachucos were
obsarved danoing. @ Casa de Espana is alleged to
be the FALAWGE nucleus in Los Asngelea. A number of
sallors were dancing there too. It is not olear that
the pachucos or the sailors attended for anything
more than diveraion.

On the whole, the evidence for any direct or ia-
portant participation by SIHAR.UISTAS and FALANGISTS
in instigating the zoot-sult riots is so teaucus as
to be negligible.

The Communist party "line" in connection with
the recent zoot-sult disturbances appears to be a
continuation of that adopted followlag the arrest in
1942 of a number of pachucos and thelr subsequent
trial and conviction for murder in the Sleepy Lagoon
murder oase. At that tiue many known Communists
and fellow-travelers organized the "Citizens'
Committee to Defend the exican Youth." This commlittee
was used as a vehiecle for Comsunist propaganda and
an attempt was made to raise the 1assue of racial
disorimination and other social evils, in an effort
to make this enother "ucottsboro Case.™ deveral
known Comaunists and others who are active in the
nCitizens Committee" have interested theasclves in
the recgent disturbances, and it aay be safely forecast
that the Communist party will make full use of all
possibilities in claiming to stand as a chauspion for
the oppressed and down troddea.

on 5 Jume 1943, Churchill MURRAY (a liberal
but presumably not a radical, Pmeific Coast Lirestor
for the Coo tor of Inter-American Affairs, said

to have
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to have a brother who is an executive ic the 0ffice
of .ar Information in .ashington, L', C.) brought
Eduardo QUEVLDO and three ilexican boy gang leaders to
a conference with the Los Angeles “olice lLepartment.
MUREL.Y stated that his chlef concern was leat news
reports of zoot riots be used as propaganda in Latin-
imericasgainast this country's interests.

On 9 June 1943, a delegation of the COivil Liberties
Union, led by A. L. VIRIN, the Union's attorney, called
on U, 8. Attorney Charles CiRR and demanded that he
proteot the eivil rights of zooters. VIRLI remained
silent when guestioned about civil rights of eivilians
and servicemen. Other members of the delegation were
Thilip 4. COJNILLY, Zduardo QULVELO, and Beh UARGILIS,
¢. I. 0. counsel, retalned by the C'J.t-izm' Coumlttee
for the Defense of isxican-imerican Youths to appeal
the Sleepy Lagoon murder case to higher courts.

10 June 1943, a meeting of about Tifty people,
believed to have been sponsored by the .Jexican-Aumerican
Youth Vietory Club, was held in Los Angeles, under
the ochairmanship of Raymond E, B. VELCH, an eamployee
of the Douglas Plant, Long Beach, Californie, and the
organizer of the East Los Angeles Branch, 19th Con=
gressional District Sectlon of the Los nageles County
Comaunist Party. The principal speakers were LELCH
and Gray BuiIS, a Communist Party member, an offieial
of the International .orkers Order in Los ingoles, and
a member of the Citizens' Coumittee for the Defense
of the .lexlcan-American Youth, The meeting adopted
proposals to send a delegation to the Loa angeles
Committee for smeriecan Unity, origloated by Carey
MG wILLIALS, to arrange for a huge rally in Los .ngeles,
at which ~rmy end Havy representatives minority
groups, labor, and oivil officials would participate,
in order to bring the problea of minority groups before
the people and show up alleged discrimination, negleot,
and polioe brutality; to send a delegation to the
press, to state the Conauittee's position on publiclty;
to send a delegation to the Board of Supervisors of
Los sngeles Vounty; to publish a pamphlet in dnglish and
Spenish for mass distribution in Los angcles, sympa-
thizing with the Jexican-Ailericans and showing the
purportedly true oauses of the riots.

11 June 1943, a mesting of about twenty people
was held by Benjemin .jargolis, the law partaer of
Charles KiTi and Leo GALLAGHLR. Carey .i0 WILLI s,
the principal speaker, said that he had learaed that
the Governor's committee to investlgate the zoot-sult
riots would hold no publloe hearings concerning the
disturbances; that, on behalf of the Los algeles

Coanl ttee
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Committee for American Unity, MC WILLIA.S had telegraphod
the Governor protesting the refusal to hold opea meetings;
and that MO WILLIAUS's Comaittee would open an office
and obtaln a seeretsry, in order that the public would
have a central place to send its complaints and informa-
tion. Olore WARWNE then led the weeting in & disoussion.
The following were nominated as an exsoutive committee
to draft a report for the Governor's Comaittee lnvesti-
gating the zoot-suit disturbances: Chairman, Vincent
donroe TOUN3idl, Jr., negro attorney, 2510 South Central
Avenus, Los sngeles; Charlotta Bis5; AL VAXIai; Manuel
AVILA 'secretary of the Hollywood Bar Assoolation; and
Eduardo QULViDO, It was announced that JULVADO had
agreed to see the .lexican Consul, lanuel AGUILAR , %o

e an sxchange between the executive comaittee and
the Jexican Consul of affidavits supporting charges made
by zoot-suiters against servicemen and others. It was
announced also that liendell BERGL, Assistant United States
Attorney General, had given sasurances that the federal
government would take en aotive interest in the inves-
tigation of the discrder.

About 12 June 1943, Josephine de BHIUGHT was
reported by a government agenoy to be in ijew York, try-
ing to organize a comaittee to contact Vice=-Fresldent
YALLACE in conneotion with the zoot-sult rlots.

In this outline, "zooters™ are to be understood as
being supposedly of illexican ancestry, unless stated
to the contrary. Events ocourred in Los angeles,
unless otherwiege noted. Civilian aspecta of the
situation ere searcely referred to here, sinoe

this office has been concerned chiefly with the

naval angle.
Zooters murder Jose DIA., at #leepy Lagoon.
Three hundred gangsters arrested since 8-2-42.

Dope smuggling ring, wilch had supplied boy gang-
sters with marijuana, was amashed.

Forty-two more gangsters arrested gince B-9=42.

Sixty-nine more arrests of pachuco gangsters sinoe
8=22=42.

Dean HLUATHIIA,
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Dean HEATH.IAW, & soldler, and Franols F_YLRABLUD,

and eorporel BYFILLD, and two naval enlisted men were
attacked by zooters, their car was smashed, and thelir
injuries necessltated amergenoy hospital treatuent.

Communists organize Cltizens' Committee to Defend
the .jexican Youths (Ia the Sleepy Lagoon murder case).

Sgt. J. PAUL almost run down deliberately by zooters
and :I.nh: hit by rock or elub, necessltating hospital

Andrew MADRID, Sea. Lo., was beaten by zooters.

Delegation froa Citizons' Comaittee to Defend the
Hexican Youths mset wlth the Los Angeles police
commissioa.

Communists ralse monsy to defend Llexicen youths
agoused of Jose DIA. 'S murder, at Beverly Hills,
California.

Charles L. TwIPLIW, Sea. 2c¢., USH, attacked from
rear; fight; San Bernardino, California.

Comaunist committee salls on Sheriff of Los /ngeles
County, urging dismissal of soue deputies charged
with ninruatins rlexicans."

J, B, T.JAHEY's committee found that Communist oharges
that Sinarquistas inatigated zooters were groundless.

Jack T. ROBSINS, Sea. 2¢., slugged to ground and
robbed. H. V. LGGLIGTON, i€i2e, assaulted and badly
beateh at Port Huensae.

Watler CLYDE, Y. 2¢;, USHR, attacked by three zooters
in San Pedro. Several clashes between pachucos and
enlisted mea in Sen cadro.

Three zooters convicted of first degree murder, and
nine others of sscond degree murder, in connectlon
with murder of Jose DIAL.

Citizens' Committee for the defense of lexican=-
American Youth planned to appeal oonvietions in
Sleepy Lagoon murder oase.

Robert J. SHORT, Sea. 20., USN, struck in jaw.
Bruce 4O LiiEN, Ges.20., USN, assailed with bottles

and stones.
Rlchard R. HERIANN
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Rohard R. HURIAAN, Z: leo, oursed by zooters.

Several enlisted men cursed by zootsrs, inoluding
Kenneth V. ARNOLD, Sea.20., Vb USHRE.

tife of Charles 4. TEHILLS. 3“:2'-' ?‘&. m-
acoosted and insulted, and again on 5-3=k3.

Rlohard 8. HAYii3, Sea.20., V-6, USWR and Beany C.
Boatright, Jen.,20., V.5, USHR, insulted by zooters.

Rlot between zooters and servicemen in Venice,
California.

Dopald MAC PHiRSOW, Sea.2¢., USd, threatned by
zooters but ruunoﬁ by a passing motorist. Harris
i. LBY., Sea.20., V-6, USHR, stoned by zooters.

tilliam J. LoOilaBRL, Jr., Sea.20., v-6, USHR, pursued
end oursed by Zooters.

viallace STETICH (negro), Sea.2e., V-6, USiR, and
Rﬂh:ﬁ L. U&,LKIIB. Slu.iﬂ-f 1-6. M, multld h,'
zooters.

pale O. HuNDERSON, Sea.20., V-6, USdR, attacked by
zooters. Donald E. GRIFFIS, Jea.20., USH, hsulted
by zootars.

Robert L. CALEINS, Sea.2e¢., V-6, UddH, hallace
SO OTOH (negro), Sea.20., V-6, USHR, and BOATRIGUT, un
enlisted man, wers threatened by zooters.

Richard L. SLATER, S88.20.y ?-6- USHR, plrilllﬂ. and
oursed by zooters. Robert C. PLRRINS, Sea.20., V=6,
UsSMR, (SV), oursed by zooters.

wife or George R. EKIdG, C. ¢. .., accosted and
insulted by zooters.

assault on Cecil MAGC.RL negro), Sea.20.,
USH,, and Charles G. Lis, Uea.20. V=6, USlR, James
S R, Do8.20., Ve, USiR., James A, HOUS
Sea.20.,V=0, USAR., and Domenick VALLETTA (negro
mi3o, insulted by zooters. Richard A. BAKKLId, Gea.
20., Usil, attacked by zooters.

Two naval enlisted men attacked by zooters at Ocean
rFark; witnessed by Billie 7. HOLL.Y, Sea.20.,V=-6

7. D. COLEMAN and Homer C. DRWFLR, Dea.20., ‘!_f-&. USHR,
attacked and injured by many zooters. OOL.MaW knooked
unconsoious and jaw broken. Charles 1, Lki, Sea.20.,
V=6, UuNR, ¥F. 4., BULLAKL, K. &. JYSLIGLR, and H, C.
mhn oursed and threatned by zooters in a restaurant.

Francie H. LLOYD
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Franoels H. LLOYD, Jr., Sea.20., UsdR, Cursed by
zooters.

Alwin L. HERSCHUAN, Sea.20., V=6, USuR, cursed by

a group of zooters and girls, who reised their hands
in Nazi solute and said "Heil Hitler$" Morris G.
WATKINS, Sea.20., V=6, USdR, and SLATER, HOLILS,

MO PH.R504, JATTINS, and SICHROVSKY, all naval
enlisted men cursed by zooters. GSeveral other
glashes between zooters and servioccmen.

Pyt. Homer ORENIER knooked down and robbed by
zooters. Leslie . UILSON, Sea.29., V-6, USdR,

E. P. CHAUPAGN., J. B. CHIAP’ETTA, and C. V. CANOVA
threatened and their car attached by zooters. John
A. HRUSA, and Richard W. PATTLRSON, vea,2¢.UsN,
oursed by zooters. GSeveral other clashes between
zooters and servioamen,

Chauncey A, BaiGIVE(0, Rideo, V-6, US4R, and several
other naval enlisted men threatened in a trolley
oar by zooters. OClaud J, DaVIs, Jr., Sea.2c., USH,
threatened with knives by zooters. ;:rthur .. JUDL,
Ir., Sea.2¢., V-6, USid, oursed by zooters. John
K. ]E ﬂm. 3“.20-. m. m ;. D. m I.ﬂﬂ Hl .‘I‘-
LAUTHNLR, threatened and cused in a theatre by
gooters. Jacque A, SMOITH, Jea.20.,USH, pursued and
cursed by zooters. John F, SJITH, Jr., Sea.2o0.,USH,
tripped, attacked and threatened with knife by
zooters. William H, BUSHMAN, Sea. 20., V-6, USiR,
oursed by zooters in long Beach. Other clashes
between zZooters and servicement.Some zooters tried
to run their car over Charles G. LEL Sea.2¢.,V-6
USHR, and John T. REYIOLDS, S5£2¢. Churchill iURA.Y
brought Eduasrdo QUEVLDO and three dexican boy gang
leaders to & oconference with Los angeles polioe.

Raymond R. RELD and James L. Stubbart, enlisted men,
USi, car samashed, attacked, and R.:l's leg broken.
Two other enlisted men assaulted by zooters in Los
Angeles. Ralph L, CRO.DIR, Sea.2e., USN threatened
by zooters with knife. Zooters attempted to run
over J. H. BRUFOHL, sea, 20., USd, and Lloyd L.
SMITH, Sea.20., V-6, USHR, Lester PETLH., vea.20,
v-6, USNR, stoned by zooters. Earnest F. MITCULLL
Jea.20., V=6, USiR, Gordon ii. SPENCKR, Sea. 20,
V-6, USIR, and George R. KI¥NG, 0.C.il., oursed by
zooters. Baymond ¥. DENNIS, Sea.20., V-6, USHR,
Kenneth L. BATLS, 568.20., USH, Shirley T. LiONROL,
S“-aﬂ.. WH‘. mﬂhﬂ!ﬂ IJ- mﬂﬂ:ﬂf. b“' zni. m-

and iorris G. JATIONS, Sea.20., V-6, USHR, Rayaond
D. Henson, Sea.20., V-6, USWR, Sidney D. BoRRY

bea. 20., V-6, iR, Buﬂh; HuWRY (negro), tea.20.
'-5. MR. u’d :ﬂ.uq_nﬂ ™ mm. Ml-?#-. w. B
SANDOViL, JR., wea.2c., Ui, and Jack £, BOw.iul, uea.
20., V-6, USi[R, oursed by zooters. Butherford J.
HAHA, Jr. cea.20., V-6, UwIR, pursued by wuooters
but rescued by a taxi. OGeorge M. BuRIUIS, Jr.,

Jea, 20., USd, and other servioemen, attacked by
zootarse {n Venios, Calif.

Jaok FORST:R
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Jaok FORSTLR, ¥2c,attacked, Laniel C., LLOYD, Haval
enlisted man, assaulted, Servioceamsn sooured Los
Angaeles, bnnhng and disrobliong zooters. 1000 polloe
summoned to special duty. WNavy shore Patrol reinforoed.
Many arrests. This marks the peak of mass violenoe.

Donald J. JACKSON, USCG, in company of James R. FHLLPS,
USCG, attacked and JACKSO0H stabbed in abdomen. Dooald
R. MALIHURST, JSea.20., knocked to the ground and
attacked, wWoodrow %w. LOODROW:, Gui3e, assaulted at
Pomona, Callf. The wife of Lt. Heary A. TURNLR,
DeV(8), Udiii, whose pregnant oondition was appareat,
was pushed into the street by a "dexican” boy as

she was wearing a naval pin. Louis A~toRINO, Sea.
20., Uuid-5V, oursed by zooters. GConfersnce af lavi=
enforoing officers amet in layor's office. Sgattered
demonstrations in Los Angeles, Long Beach, Compton,
South Gate, Lynwood, and Colton. Haval authoritiss
dsclars Los Angelas out-of=bounds, Three enlisted
men attacked by fifteen or twenty negroes in los
Angeles. Some enlisted men arrested in Los aAngeles
by Short Patrol for violation of out-of=-bounds order.

One hundred and fifty servicemen fight 125 sooters
in Los Angeles. Enlisted men involved were rounded
up by Short Patrol. Scattered clashes in suburbe,
Compandant of LLiWD orders officers to instruct naval
personnel on proper behavior in public, Arthur
HINTON, Riijdo, Jasper D, HUTCHISOW, Rdde, and Fred
HERETH, Jr., R.3c, assaulted. Steve STURDIV..NT, Y.
30. halted and threatened. Olvil Liberties Union
oalls on U. S, Attorney Cherles CARR, CG. C. YOUNG,
San Pedro secretary of International Longshoremen
and Varehousemen's Unlon, telegraphed Harry BRIDG_ o
and Robert AuddY, Californis Attorney General pre-
senting Comaunist ploture of zoot riots.

Meeting held in Chamber of Commerce Building by
oivilian, .dlitery and dWaval authorities and Jdexioan
Consuls., Citizens' committee of five wmembers appolnt-
ed by Governor EA.HM , of California, to lavestigate
zoot=sult riote, met at house of Bishop J. T.
JoGUCKN, PBands of cervice men seeking zooters in
3an Diego are rounded up by Shore fatrol, daval
authorities extend out-of-bounds area to include
suburbs of Los Angeles. Occasional clashes between
zooters and enlisted aen in travel status, 1n Los
jngeles, and between sooters and oivilians. In San
viego, ffmu' servicemen attacked by four Jexloan-
sgeriocans wearlng United States irmay uniforus.

Shore Patrol further reinforced. Joot demonstrastion
in Pagadena, ooters parade in Los Angeles with
aserican flags end white flags of truce. Robert

e CATTS, C.G. injured by zooters. District

Attorney
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Fred N, HOVSER announced that all phases of the
zoot riots had been luld before the county grand

Jury.
6=12-43 Two enlisted men attacked by nine zooters.
6=15=43 Haval restrictions on Los angeles lifted.

copled: eo




// Exhibit no. 4 to despetch no. 1855, froa william P
_ﬂauu. American Consul CGeneral -1'*. Ciondad J -:..'

co, dated .August 3, 1943, on sub "
sturbances at L;l ug;lu, c ';:r:{l'?o“

This is the story of & laerge minority group in
the United utates, our Latin-.merican brother, gonerous
and wurm hesrted, simple cherming end lovable yet
segregnted, perssouted end submerged. It is the story
of wany .nglo=.mericans who have shown stupidity, 1gnor-
ance end melice in treeting thelr Loxiosn brethrsn with
injustice, disoriminstion snd disdsin. It is not a
lovely story; it is profoundly disturbing because it
:ﬁl: n:h poverty end tragedy, of disease, delinqueneoy

eath.

During the past quarter of a centry many good
oitizens of our country sinoerely believed that the
race question might well be let elone to work itself
out to & heppy conclusion by the slow, sure formala
of pesceful evolution and patient progress, It was &
gomiortable philosophy sod if not vary hopeful %o the
minority groups it larpely sstisfied the paster rooe.

But the present worldwide and dsvasteting confliot
hes disturbed pecceful consciunces, opened unseeln; eyes
and posed stubborn guestions that simply will not be
dovinod without direet und cdequate snswers. Some of
thoese questions sound like thie: +hy did the Durmese
petives refuse toc fight for Logland? “hat truth 1s
there in the Jepenese contention that the white races
desplse the yellow men? Con we keep our gulf-respect
4f we demand that She colored smericen fight for free-
dom in afrios end deny him freedaam .t bowe? Csn we
meke the western hemisphers a bulwerk of liberty snd
1liw while we meim end mengle kexican youth in the
streets of our cities? Cen we oondemn our Latin-
smericsns to stervation weges, bed housing and tuber-
gulcsis and then expect them to be stron;, robust
soldiers of Unole Sam? Cen we tell our Spenish-
Spesking soldiers thut dishonorable dischurge from
tie srmy will deprive them of civil rights when they
pnever had any oivil rishts? In s word, can ve, the
greetest nstion on osrth, sssume the moral leadership
of the world when raoce r.{utn and marder, political
orices snd economlie injustices disgrace the very namu
of smorica?

These sharp questions are getiing under the skin
ol every decent .mericen und all aros agreed that some=-
thing hes got to be done about 1it.

I teke it that in a keynote address the speaker
is not expeoted to cover the whole agenda of a four-
day conference. You have jathered here to pool your

knowledge
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knowledge ond experience of Spenish-.meriecn condi-
tions that out of & complete und invegroted pleture
you mey drcw definite conclusions snd recommendctions
lookingz to the amelioretion of those conditions. For
my part I shall confine my rcmerks to a few broed
sonsiderations leadinz tho way to further thoucLt and
snelysis by the mombers of this conforence.

Before referrin; somw of the darker detells of
our subject mey I mention thut the good effect of the
sor on the thinking of our citizens is not the only
bright spot in a rather somber plcture. It may not
bs gemerslly recognized, und yet it 1s vory true, thut
during the peat half century our gncient Churoh has
stood almost alone in che fleld of constructive affort
in behalf of our lexicen brethren. Unthinking
parsons, friendly to our ..axicen people, heve doeclared
thet in the pest no cne has done snything for them.
The truth 18 that while some counties and some staetes have
contributod generously to the material welfure of
our impoverished _exicans the Catholle Church, through
Diccesan .elfare Buresus, Chancery Uffices and the
txtension on sSccisty of Chlowgo, has poured out
millions of dollars for both the spiritusl snd tem-
poral welfere of these ohlldren of the Chureh, I think
it is fair to sey thet the Catholic Church in the
Southwest and on the Coast hes expended more of Her
funds on Her beloved kexican pesople thun on any other
group in our population. -

But now we no longer stond slone. The aduinistra-
tion in .eshington, throush the Uffioce of the Coordinator
of Inter-imericsn sffairs, is showin. sen intelligent
gnd helpful interest in these problems. Stato officlsls
und citizens generally are aroused over the lethargy
and mistakes of the psst. HNow, et long last, we sece
the dawn of & better day for our Soenish-; mericen
pecple. But this new intorest will not esutomaticelly
1ift the burden from the shoulders of this oppressed
winority. Ihat interest must be informed and directed
to schiesve 1ts proper purpose. The proceedings of
this conference will contribute grestly to that end.

1 I were asked to mentlion one outstanding problea
thet weighs most heavily upon our Lexiocan people I
would say that 1t is the hurden of undeservad poverty.
I stress thet word--undesserved. I suppose that among
all peoples one cen Tind examples of polemn myths,
folk lore and bits of populser nonsunse. One of the
myths seriously eatertained by some English-speaking
imeriosns is thut Lexicen workers are lezy, 8low end
improvident. Ho would indoed be an optimist who would
daclare that no liexicen workers deserve that desorip-
tion, But the same is true of ell nationals--a faw
are improvident but the vast majority are normal, hard

working people.

ind right here s thoughi ocours to me which I
believe hes validity. How hard would an Irishman work

if you
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if you peid him twenty cents sn hour? Hov much
exuberance, vitzlity vnd enthusiesn could sny psople
show who hed been underpsid, undernourished cnd badly
housed for helf a century? If the wexiocen is some=
tinvs illiterste, whose foult is it but the fuult of
those who denied bhim an educetion end drove him out to
work in the doys of hies youth? If the Lexican ia
sometines diseased end delingquent, whose feult is it
but the fsult of those who from hii birth condemned him
to the uawholesome atmosphere of poverty end squalor?
If the Liexican is sometimes noi & good ~mericen, vhat
ezn you expect from a men who during e¢ll his 1ifoc was
soclally ocatreoized, deprived of eivlil rights, roli-
ticully debssed wnd condemned to economic servitude.
if some Akexiocne seem to be inforior it is because we
made them Bo. God guvoe thow rights and gifts like wsll
the rest of us but we have degreded them,

The truth is thet the majority of Lexican laborers
gre honest, industrious &nd hard working if treated
in & nliillznd panner. lany of them have developed
hishly technical skills when given the advantage of
troining. Unfortunately, poverty snd race discrimina-
tion heve robbed many of them of educaticncl opportu=-
nitdes. They sre mostly uaskilled or seai-skilled.
In normal times they are siven the worst Jobs with the
lowest pay. MkKany have besn unemployed; others have
hal seosonel lebor with substentiasl intervals of

ideness.

During this conference you will oconsider condi-
tions smong rurel communities of Lexiosna, the subsis-
tence farmers and the migratory workers in sgrioculture.
You will note that a large number of the sgriocultural
workers are really residents of cities and towns who
leave home and churoh and school to become wendering
noneds on the highways of our country. Home life is
wracked, school work is disrupted and perish loyelties
are suspended or broken. How fipe s thing it would be
if these patient, herd-working femilies could heve a
little land of their own where they could settle down,
earn their bread snd ssve their souls.

To bold this large sezment of our population in
poverty is folse eoocnomy. To pay miserable wages to
our Spenish-spesking workers is & luxury which our
business men can herdly sfford. If the purchasing
power of this grest group of people were equal to thelr
oupaoity to consume our business men would enjoy the
iﬁantnlt prosperity that they have ever known. If

ree-quarters of a million of Spanish-imericans in
Texas recelve honest wages the products of our flolds

and fectories
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factories would be purshased &8s never before.

To deny adequate relief to dependent ocitizens is alo
false economy. lere 1s lexes our program of public relief
to indigents is pitiful. . very general lack of labor
orgunizations, the absence of good social legislation and
the greed of powerful employers have combined to oreate
in Texss dreadful and widespread misory. +1he evil men
who are driving tens of thousands of our poor people
into slow stervation will be held %o strict acoountability
by the God of eternal justice.

L third sype of false economy is the refussl to
employ truent officsrs for the compulsory education of
our ohildren in public or private schools. & study of
school enrollment in the City of Dallas was mede recent-
1y snd it was found thet 3800 ohildren were not even
registored in school. Leny of them were Latin-imericans.
In this sarchdioccess we estimate thet there are 10,000
echildren of granmar school age not enrolled in any school.
Most of them are Spounlsh-Americans. By refusing to
employ ettendsnce officers we may save & few bundred
dollars ennually but we spend all of that and much more
to provide Jails, juvenile courts and probation officers
for delinquent youth; and the 1c3s in social velues 1s
beyond estimstion.,

From sll of this it will be seen that poverty walks
hand in hend with e host of spiritual and physioul
tragedies--bad housing, poor educc tion, orims and juvenile
delinqueney, discese end early deeth, loss of religlous
loyeltics cnd the sruSbing of the humen spirit. but we
tnglish spesking pcople &re glso tae losers for we are
deprived of the music and leughter, the art and culture,
the skills and achievements of a prople who could sdd 80
much to the richness and fullness of our lives.

It is passing strenge that ve should consider these
Spanish=-.mericens as sliens end foreigners in this great
Southwest. They sre native to this land. It was thelrs
alone when this vast reglon was the distant border of
the Spanish empire. It was theirs before Columbus end
pefore Cortez. It was thelrs when Junipero Serra
established the old missions of California. It was
theirs when the ~lamo was the center of a cosmunity in
a oircle of missions along the windirg river of St. .nthony.
fhey and their anceators were here before the Spenliards
brought them the csrusl burden of western olvilization,
but brought them also the seving grece of Christ. They
have named our cities, Senta Fe, Los .ngeles, sen Diego
and sen sotonio, They heve named our rivers, iilo Grande,
Guadalupe, Sen ‘edro und Colorado. This is their ocountry.

These people are our people. They are the most
numercus body of Cathollcse in the whola Southwest. They
are God's children ocreated to His imege and likeness.

All of us
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A1l of us, English end Spesnish-siecking Cetholioes, heve
been blussed with Liie sume heritsge of Chriscian foish,
«8 recelve with themw tue scwo ssorements, st the buj=
tisuel fonb, sl tue elter, iu the tribumel of ropont-
ence énd the lest enointing on our bed of death. .ith
them we believe, we prey, .e cre governed. .ith theu
vwe strive for sclvetion in & blessed icuiortelity.

But there is ancther tie thst binde us tou them;
8ll of us ere .mericsns. I[he Spenish-speaking were
bhere first. '.e, in & certeln sonse, merged with thew. -
This is their country und ours. God guve then leasant
flelde snd lovely rivers to sll of us. Unfortunstely
this whole csouthwest lives sn unstuble existence. But
our spanish-speaking brothers suffer from its instebility
worst of ell. T[here are poor Loglish-speaking people
here ==-poor Germsns ond Gzechs end roles; but none ore
80 nuaerous, non. have so suffered es those whose for-
bears were here before Coromsdo send Columbus. Completely
to oure the inseourity of the Loxicans mesns curing slso
the besic insecurity of tuis whole area. It is a
diffioult task, but not impossible. .ithout delay we
must devise weys to save them from the worst features
of this insecurity.

I would be unfair to Gruth if I did oot edd another
word. .e of the anolent Churoh must develop leaders
epnong our bLpanish-americon brothers :nd we must persusde
their ablest men and womon who have schleved a meusure
of prosperity not to abandon their own brethren.

Ihrough our Catiolio ~oction orgenizetions we should be
able to develop leaders awmony our Spenish-.mericcns asnd
perhups in time we mey win basck those who ocould have
made 8 contribubtion %o their own ruce but who in an
evll day sepercted thowselves from their ancient oul-
turs, thelr treditions and thelr people.

If in the past ocur Lnglish speeking Catholics have
not seomed to cooperaste intimstely with our Latin-
smericen brothérs it surely wes not entirely their feult.
horthwhile inter-.imericen reletions require lesdership,
setlion ond orgenizetion, If these heve not slways been
aveileble we intend to supply them now. Our ..nglo-
Catholies must sive to our non-Catholic fellow citizons
a good exumple of sincere, wholehearted cooporstlion
with Upenishe..mericens here end throughout tho hemi-

sphere.

Before oconocludins I wish to mske three definite
recommendstions., Orgenization is needed here in the
Southwest to scolve our besic problems of insecurity.

It would be ideal if u stotewide or even esn inter-
stute orguni:etion ocould be formed to anelyse and ettaol
our problems of industry, egsrioulture, relief, housinyg,

- rece diseriminstion and suoch like. If this idesl is

not now Tessible we should support existing organiza-
ticns wnd oreate new ones when poesible,

Hers in
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Here in Texes Junior Chambers of Comweroe are study-
ing inter-Americen relations. The Coordinator's office
in Washington is setting up o statewlde sdvisory committes
to help solve these problesms, Here in San Antonioc
pPlanning comuittee is beinz organized to coordinste the
soclal welfare progrems of our community. 4 stutewide
legisletive comuittee for better socilal legislation is
also under way. Our Mexicen people have & stako in
&ll of these forwerd looking movewents. .e must not
refuse our cooperstion.

Ly second recommendation has already been mentioned.
We must labor in season und out of season to develop
loyel, intelligent lescders smong the Spanishe.mericens
thewselves. snd my finel word is this. all of us,
Catholice cnd mon-Catholios, must think end plan and
live like Christisus. I em convinced that the presant
worliwlde conflict wes cuused in part by the sins and
the lethargy of part-time Christisns. .nd doubtless
here in the Southwest if we shell only live as Christiens
we sisll witness less of tragedy and a larger hope.

I blé you weloome to this conference and I thank

u for your coming. iay your deliberations be rich
ﬁ God's blessing and fruitful in schievement,

Copled: ec



. .

-

[ gi=E ™
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WA HETEM, B €,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
1 708 Hill Building
(ﬂ 17th & Eye Stg., N.W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Septecber 1, 1943

My dear Franklin:

I am enclosling herewlth a summary of recent reports
on the Pan Amerlcan Highway in Mexico, bringing the in-
formation practlcally up to date as to developments on
the road.

The most important development ie that the road is
now open to Caxaca, 555 kllometers south of Mexico City.

It aleoc containe certaln interesting suggestions
Tor ploneer type of roads for qulick connectlion between
Mexlco and Guatemsla with a map showlng these new pro-
Jected roads. These ploneer road connectlons, however,
are by no means declided upon officilally by elther Mexico
or Guatemala.

If this ls attached to a copy of my report made to
1e Secretary of 3tate on roads in Mexlco, dated Aonril 7,

the
1543, it will give a cooplete pleture of the road atatus
in M

n Mexlco ae we now have 1it.

Yours as ever,,

J. Van Ness FPhilip

The President,

White House.




August 30, 1043

To be attached to Report on the Pan American High-
way and other roads in Mexigo - by J. Van Ness Philip,
dated April 7, 1943.

Summary of the following reporte and letters relative
to the Pan American Highway bringing information as to
the condition of the Highway up to June 9, 1943 and in-
formation ae to suggested road connection between Guate-

mala and Mexlco -

May 18, 1943 Report from the Embassy in Mexieco to
the Secretary of State by C. Norman Freea.
June 9, 1943 Report of Military Attaché in Mexico,D.F.,
Military Intelligence Division, W.D.G.5.2034¢
July 1, 1943 Letter from United States Ambassador in
Guatemala to the Secretary of State, No.152
July 23, 1943 Letter from United States Ambasgsador in
Guatemala to the Secretary of State, file
814.154/145, No. 222.

Map made by John W. Carrigan, Esq., RA, showing cer-
taln suggested roads connecting Mexico with Guatemala

other than by the accepted route of the Pan Amerilcan High-

WaY.



Under date of May 18, 1543 the Embasey in Mexlco
reports that

the Highway from Hexiuo, D.F. to Caxaca ls open
the entire distance for all-weather traffic:

that the contractors hope for additional funds so
that by the end of 1943 a gravel provislonal road will
be opened from 55 km. south of Caxaca to 138 km. for
dry weather travel -- that is from near San Dionisioc to
14 kilometers north of Nejapa:

that the use of the lrrigation road, paralleling the
above sectlon, as a link in the Pan Amerlcan Highway has
been definitely given up by the Mexican Government, and
the road will be built on higher ground:;

that construction in spotse has been started between
kllometer 55 south of Caxaca and kilometer 138 on this
road but very little headway made as of the date of the
report, May 18, 1943;

that for the section between Tegulelstlan and Tehuan-
tepec on the Pan Amerlican Highway from Caxaca to Tehuantepec,
approximately &0 kllometers, a contract appropriating
1,000,000 pescs wae let late in Aoril 1543 by the Mexican
Government for the completion of a provisional gravel
road to be finished by the end of 1943. It is noted there
ls nec bridge for automobiles over the Tehuantepec river

at Tehuantepec;

DECLABSIFIED
Sate Depe. Lettar, 1.11.72

3 Sebaake Dua EER.1 197



May 18, 1943 - P a

that the Mexican Government ha; decided to improve
an old road sald to exist from San Chrlstobal Las Casas
to Comitén so that this road can be used provislonally
in all weather.

_Thﬂ most interesting pa;t of this report ie the
very recent declsion of the Mexlcan Highway Department
to construct a provisional ploneer road to the Guatemalan
border to be finished in 1943, this pioneer road to run
from La Trinitarla, 15 kilometers south of Comitdn, to
Graclas & Dics on the Guatemalan border. (There is an
old road between Comitdn and Trinitaria, which 1s to
be improved for rainy seagon travel.) It le stated the
Guatemalan Government plane to bulld a road from San
Mateo, Ixtatan to the border town of Graclas & Diocse. It
1s also stated there is & serviceable road between San
llateo, Ixtatan and the Guatemslan section of the Pan
American Highway. See in this regard letter of the United
States Ambassador to Guatemala of July 23, 1943 as to a
road to San Mateo, Ixtatan.

An outline map of this and other suggested routes
is attached.

With the exception of the above notatlones, the
report from the Mexican Embassy of May 18, substantially
agrees with my report dated April 7, 1942.
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Military Intelligence Divieion D.G.S8.

Report from Military Attacheé in Mexico
dated June 9th, 1943

Hua Juapan to Oaxaca on the Pan American Highway
north ﬂf Caxaca, dlstance of about 152 kilometere. The
road has been graded and ditched but surfacé veries from
earthwork to gravel and crushed rock. The road now open
but 1is exceedlngly rough. The completion of a good gravel
surfaced road over thls section believed possible by
August 1, 1943.

The balance of thile report agrees with the reports
of April 12 and May 18.

This report also refers to the brojected piloneer
roed from Comitdn via Trinitaria to the Guatemalan border
at Graclas € Dios and states that the Guatemalan Govern-
ment hae agreed to run & road from the Pan American High-

way in Guatemala to meet the Mexican road at Gracias &

Dios. Agein attention i1e called to the letters from the
United States Embasey in Guatemala in thle reepect. See
map attached.

The report gives:

List of construction companies at work on the Pan
Apmerican Highway; >

The value of outstanding contracts for conestruction
work:

Data as to the movamenmailruad of machinery and

E.0. 11652, Sec. HE) andt K(B) or (5)

OSD) lotter, May
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June 8, 1943 - 2 -

equipment transhipped through Mexico for the Pan American
Highway, a total of 731 carloads;

A detailed kilometer report from Mexico City to
Oaxaca:

Inventory of machinery and eculpment in hands of
construction companieg now at work on the Pan American
Highway showing ss well the amount of machinery out of
use due te breakdown. In this regard the report states
approximately 1/3rd of the heavy machinery is now idle

due to lack of epare parts.




No. 162 Guatemals - July 1, 1943
Letter from the U. 8. Ambassador to
Guatemala to the Secretary of State
Subject: Guatemalan Highway

The letter states nothing found out about the

immediate conatructicn by Guatemala of the link of road
from San Mateo, Ixtatan (presumably to Graclas & Dios

on the Mexican border - the suggested Mexican ploneer
road to run to Gracias & Dice and from there to San Mateo,
Ixtatan, Guatemala).

Work is sald to continue on the road between Hue-
huetenango and San Mateo, Ixtatan, but only 16 mlles
have been bullt in the last four years.

The letter states from information of a reliable
source that Guatemala has in view three main roads
connectlng Guatemala with Mexico!

No. 1 - The Pan American Highway on Guatemalan
route No. 1 (via Talieman bridge)

lo. 2 - Prom Amatenange, Mexlco, through Ciulce,
Guatemala, to Huehuetenango and thence on
to Sacapulos, Panzas, Lake Isabel to Livings-
ton. Presumably the connectlion with the
Pan American Highway will be made by the
roed from Huehuetenango to Quetzaltenango
which place is on the Pan Amerlican Hlghway.

No. 3 - The Pioneer Highway (also crossing by the
Talisman bridge)

Thie letter continues with information concerning
the Pioneer Road being bullt by the U.5. Army in Guatemala
and the reason for the.seemlng disinclination of E1 S8al-
vador for the ploneer road to run from Escuintla to Pijiji
and connecting with Sonsonate, El1 Salvador.

DECLABSIFIED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

- Vsl mn”_FEB 10 872
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Letter from the United States Embasey,
Guatemala, July 23, 1943, to the Sec-
retary of State

No. 222 File 814.154/1456

Thigs letter refers to Despatch No. 1562 of July 1,
1943, which deepatch relates in a general way to a high-
way connecting San Mateo, Ixtatan, via Graclas a Dios
(Guatemala) with Comitan, Mexico. It now develops there
ie no road to San Mateo, Ixtatan.

It is suggested & road for quick connection with
Mexico might be made from Chemal, Guatemala, (about 18
miles north of Huehuetenangoc) in & more or lese stralght
1ine toward Comalapa, Mexico (about 456 miles, or 70
kllometers south of Comitdn). The distance i1s about 40
milee through a valley country wilth no large brildges %o
be constructed. The rough estimate of cost 1s %350,000.
No suggestion 1e made that Guatemala nas even thought of
thies route.

In a report made to the Ambassador through the offlce
of the United States Resident Engineer in Guatemala City,
a road 1s mentioned from Comiten, Mexico, through Chico-
muselo, Mexico, to the River ané then into San Mateo,
Ixtaten, Guatemala, called the all-weather road. A man
who came acrose it in 1941 described it as a "hell of a
road".

Another road starts near Chicomuselo, Mexico, and
comes out at Huehuetenango, Guatemala. It 1e sald maln-

DECLASSIFTED
State Dept. Letter, 1-11-72

ren 10 1972




o

July 23, 1943 *

tenance work only 1s being done on this road.
The opinion of the writer of the report to the
Resident Engineer in Guatemala City is that "if there
is golng to be a road 1t will be by way of Chicomuselo,
Mexico, to Huehuetenango, Guatemala". See map attached.
The revort of the Ambasgador also contalns data on

the condition of sections of the varlious roads above.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 4, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR GRACE:

Mr, Markham in Mr. Leo Crowley's
office called and asked if the follow-
ing could be added as a P,S, to Mr.
Crowley's letter sent over today:

A representative of the Foreign
Minister's office stated that the
proposal "was one of the finest and
most understanding proposals ever
made to the Mexlcan Government by
the United States",

aJb



OFFICE OF

ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN
WASHINGTON

September 3, 1943,

MEMORANDUM TC THE FRESIDENT:

I am glad to report to you that a satisfactory program
has been worked out with the Mexioan Government in connection
with the German-owned industrial oroperties seized by that Govern-

ment. Following your letter to President Comancho, we sent our

e

men to Mexico and the resulting program seems tn.hava been not only
entirely satisfactory to the Mexiean Government, but one over which
they appear to be very enthusisstic,

The program contemplates the creation of a Mexican holding
company which will own all of the German companies as subsidiaries.
The holding company will function ms a menaging company, each of
the subsidiaries thereof operating separately. We will be repre=-
sented in the mansgement of the bolding company. The holding com-
pany will appoint & man to represent it in this country, who in
consultation with our representative will contact American concerns
in connection with the procurement of management and suprlies for
the subsidiary companies, Also, they have agreed to consolidate
their chemical and pharmaceutipsl companies with those which we have

geized in the United States. I believe this arrangement definitely

carriea out your wishes.
M@
Leo T. Crowley



OFFICE OF

ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN
WASHINGTOMN

September 3, 1943.

Miss Grace Tully,
Secretary to the President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Miss Tully:
Will you kindly see that the enclosed
memorandum is called to the attention of the President.

Thanking you, I am

Sincerely yours,

Leo T. Crowley,
Enc. Alien Property Custodian.
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October 15, 1943

Dear CGeorge:

It was a real pleasure to have your full
letter of October 2 telling me of your con-
versation with President Avila Camacho. During
the brief time that the President and I were
together along the border I developed & high
regard for his sound statesmanship, He took
hold of his country at a time when it was being
rent asunder by internal dissensions and welded
it together behind progressive and practical
policies.

I am fully aware of the import of the
political maneuvering now golng on that has as
one of 1ts objectives the elimination of
Dr. Padilla from the Cabinet and was glad
therefore, to have your opinion that the ﬁre-i—
dent will maintain him in his pesition. In the
field of foreign relations Dr. Padille has col-
laborated fully and effectively in the imple-
mentation of the polieles of his chief. His
departure would be a loss not only for us but
for all the American Republics.

I fully agree with the President that it
is of the utmost importance that our two coun-
tries continue in the peace the collaboration
that has been so fruitful during the war. They
can set a standard of cooperation that will
have far-reaching effects on the other countries
pf this hemisphere. I was delighted to learn
that the Economic Commission produced results

1]
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and that the new Industrial Commission 1s taking
up where the Economlc Commission left off.

I discern between the lines of the reports
that reach me that to you is due considerable
oredit for the improvement in relatlons between
Mexico end the United States during the laat
two years., Keep up the good worlk |

Very sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN Do BOOSEVELT

The Henorable
George 5. Messersmlth,
American Ambassador,
Hizim}, D.Fa«

i~



—
—

j México, D.F.,
Goy' October 2, 1943.

Dear Mr., President:

On the day following the Independence Day celebrations
here on September 16, I had a very long talk with President
Avila Camacho - in faet, f or over two hours. The conversa-
tion was interesting in many ways and I should like to
write you a full resume of 1t, but I shall confine myself
to Jjust the most significant things which the President
sald.

In the first place, I must tell you that he was deeply
pleased and honored by the brlef visit which General Marshall
made here to be present during the Independence Day celebra-
tlons. It was a fine thing for General Marshall to do, and
it has haed a deep and lasting effect here. As the President
is very much interested in questions of military strategy
and has, as you know, a very real understanding of military
problems, he conslidered it a very real privilege to have an
opportunity to talk with General Marshall, completely aside
from the honor which he felt General Marshall was paying to
his country by coming here. -

President Avlla Camacho 1s deeply concerned about many
situations in his own country. As you know, there 1s a new
Mexico in the making, and it 1s largely the result of his
wise and sound statesmenship. Not everyone, however, is in
accord with the internal end external pnlinlnn of the Presi-
dent. It would be too much to expect that in view of all
the past. As you know, President Avyila Cemacho believes
that we must live in the present and look forward into the
future and forget, so far as possible, the past. He is
able to do this but seme of his countrymen are not, and
there are quite & good many in the country who are not
satisfied with his policy of full collaboration with us and

with

™
The President,
The White House. 2
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with some of his internal policies which ere on the whole
really wise and sound. Recently he has been under the
necessity of considering the advisebility of making certain
changes in his Cgbinet and while I am sure he considers
these changes desirable, if not necessary, he finds it very
difficult to make the changes, and I do not see him making
any changes for the moment. One of the results of the con-
versation which I had with him is that I have the conviction
that whatever changes may be made by the President in his
Cabinet, they will be a reflection of internal situations
only and will not affect the foreign policy of Mexiceo or
relations with us. More conecretely, I believe that although
the Minister for Foreign Relstions, Dp. Padilla, has been
under a good deal of attack, the President will maintain him
in that position. This 1s extremely important not only for
Mexico but for us and for all the Americas, because I con-
sider that Dr. Padilla is one of the wisest, most sincere and
most capable of all the men in important positions in the
other Amerlcan Republies. So far as Dp. Padilla is concerned,
I feel that his position is secure although he will continue
to remain under attack, and one of the principal reasons he
is under attack, of course, is because he is the principal
exponent and instrument for carrying into effect the Presi-
dent's poliey of full collaboration with us. In my opinion,
the maintenance of Dr. Padilla in his position is extremely
important for us all because he can be such a powerful in-
fluence not only during the remainder of the War but in the
post-war perlod when understanding and courage will be essen-
tial. There are no two men in Mexico more firmly committed
to the poliey of collaboration with us in inter-American and
in world problems than are President Ayila Camscho and

Dr. Padilla.

During the course of the conversation the President
talked at great length concerning the reasons why he 1s so
deeply rooted in this conviction that Mexieco's collaboration
with the United States must be full and complete and without
reservations not only now but after the War. He sald that
there were only three countries which could play a prominent
role in the eritical years after the War. Russla would un-
doubtedly emerge from the War very strong ln many ways. The
Soviet regime had changed very much, he believed, in its
social end political objectives. Its attitude, however, in
many weys was enigmatic and uncertain and the Russian Govern-
ment and people, at their best, were mot fitted to take a
prominent position in world pelicles. One could not be ;uri
what they would do and one could not be sure of the way in
which they would use their power or in what direction they

would gos. &
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So far as England was concerned, she hed been and was
& great country and she was playing & heroic role in this
struggle. Great changes had taken place in England in the
last few years but England still had much to learn. She
would emerge from this War weakened in many ways. She would
not be in a position te assume primary responsibility im
world -problems after the War. It was doubtful, in spite of
the changes which had teken place in England, whether she
could be depended upon to deal firmly and equitably in
certain soclal problems and political problems and along the
lines which were essential for the maintenance of the peace
and real establishment of order and soccial and political
Justice., While he had great admiration for England and the
British people, he was not sure whether they were prepared
yet to face all problems as realistically as they hed to be
Taced and to deal as equitably with all political and social
problems as was necessary.

Te his mind the United States was the only one of the
great nat ions which could be depended upen, and which was
equipped, to play the necessary role of prominent power after
the War. We would emerge from the War, in spite of our great
sacrifices in blood and treasure, the strongest country. He
felt that we were the only ecountry which could be depended
upon to use that power, economic and political which we would
have, with all fairness and justice and equity. He said that
we in the United States were a disciplined people and we
would know how to use power. He has, of course, as I need
not tell you again, not only thils personal asdmirastion and
respect for you and for your actuation, but he has the utmost
confidence in our Government and in our people. He said that
he was very much encouraged to hear from recent reports that
the two major politieal partles in the United States were
both in aceord with respect to the necessity of the United
States assuming its responsibilities after the War -- responsi-
bilities which were inevitable -- and which had to be assumed
if the World was to be safe for the United States and for the
Americas and for anyone. He had the profound conviction that
the good neighbor policy was the policy of the Amerlcan people.

Then he went on to say that it was because he held these
deep convictions that it was his unswerving intentlon to carry
through a policy of full collaboration of Mexico with the United
States during the War and after the War. It was his opinion
that Mexlco must have closer and more intimate relationships
with the United States than with any other country. He felt
thet this was in the interest of both countries. Mexico, as
the weaker country, would benefit the more by such a relation-
ship but it was & relationship which even & strong country

like
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like the United States must desire because the collaborastion
of the two could be soc useful.

I have gone intc this detaill with respect to this phase
of the conversation because I can assure you that there are
many pressures which are being brought to bear upon the Presi-
dent not to be so full and so complete in his collaboration
with us, There are those who believe that Mexico, by follow-
ing a policy of less full and complete collaboration with us,
would be able to secure many more advantages from us, The
Preasldent does not feel that such a policy would either be
honest or wise,

The Fresident sald that just as he believed that certain
polleies were becomling fixed as pollecies of the American people,
irrespective of parties, so he hoped during his periocd of office
to be able to consolidate the situation here in the direction
it was now following so that when he left the Presidency, there
would be no change in this fundamental policy of collaboration
with the United States. Wg could not look too far into the
future but he had the profound conviction that Mexieco would
remain in this poliey of eollaboration with us.

I am afraid that sometimes some of my friends at home
may think thet I am pressing Mexlican problems upon our attention
too much, but I know that you appreciate that what I have in
mind is that although cur relationships with sll of the Ameri-
can Hepublics are important and ell of them must be glven due
consideration, Mexico is our nearest neighbor. She is estab-
lishing more and more internel order and there is, in my mind,
no doubt that a new Mexipo is in the making and this is thor-
oughly understood in the other American Republics. The posi-
tion of Mexlco and her prestige has in the last few years be-
come much greater in the other American Republics. It is
difficult for same of these friends to understand that Mexico
should be following so close a colleboration with us, ut the
fact that she is so doing after 100 years of spotty background
has impressed these other Republics tremendously. It is, I
think, therefore extremely important, as you so fully recognize,
that we solidify this friendship between Mexlco and the United
States because it cen be so useful to us in the whole American

picture.

I think we can depend upon Mexico during the course of the
War and in the period immediately following the War to work
with us and along with us in post-war problems ln a manner in
sccord with our views., This will be a tremendous advantege to

us in getting unity of action and support from the other
American
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American Republics. While Mexico is a sovereign country
and has her own ldeas, they run very much along ours and,
therefore, without in any way infringing upon her sovereignty
the President feels that she can work with us in a whole-
hearted way.

We discussed many other matters of interest which will
be of interest to you but I will not burden you with them
in this letter because the foregoing is the principal sub-
stance of the conversation and the conclusion which can be
drawn therefrom. In the President and Dr. Padilla we have
two friends who, I think, will be among the most helpful
collaborators that we can have during the remainder of the
War and in the post-war period. I think this is something
which we wlll wish to keep constantly in mind.

The President naturally is interested in the develop-
ment of his country which in many ways is so backward.
For this reason the ccnstructive steps which we are taking
to aild in the industrisl end agricultural development of
Mexico must go forward but they must be steps along con-
structive lines because these people here, although Latins,
are very realistic. The work of the Joint Economic Mission,
80 happily inaugurated through your efforts and those of
President Avlila Camacho, was most helpful. We are now im-
plementing it through the Joint Industrial Commission, which
is the outgrowth and the continuation of the Economic Missicn.
The importent thing for us to do in these matters is to
keep our feet on the ground and to work along entirely real-
istie lines, and this is what I think the Commission will do.
Its work 1s receiving my constant attention. The happy
thing is that anything which we can do to help the industrial
and agriculturel development of Mexico will be to our advan-
tage and not to our disadventage for, as I think I have told
you before, it 1s my profound convietlon that there are no
two countrlies in the Americas whose industry and agriculture
can develop without elash and conflict to the degree as l1s
the case of the United States and Mexico. Our agricultural
and industriel interests have nothing to fear but much to
benefit from anything which we do to help Mexico's indus-

trial and esgriculturel development.

The President, throughout his conversation, showed the
deep admiration and affectionate regerd which he has for
you. I am glad to say that I have a very happy relatli onship

with
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with him end that we can talk frequently and frankly, not
enly as offlclals but as real friends.
With ell good wishes,

Cordlally and faithfully yours,

¢
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 15. 1943

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with your request there 1s mttached
& suggested reply to the letter which you recelved
from Ambassador George S. Messersmith dated October 2,
1943,

Belleve me,

Falthfully yours,

Enclosuras;

l. From Ambassador
Messersmith, October 2,
1543,

2. Suggested reply to
letter from Ambassador
Messersmith.

The President,
The White Houase.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Ootober 7, 1943,
NEMORANDUN FOR

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY FOR
MY BIGNATURE.
F.D.R,

Letter from Hon. Geo. 8. Messersmith, Embassy
of the U.8.A., Mexico, D.F., 10/2/43, to the
President, marked "Personal", in re his talk
with President Avila Camacho on 9/16, and gives
a full resume of this talk, but confining
himself to just the most significant things
which the President said,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Ootober 7, 1043,
MENORANDUM FOR
UNDER BECRETARY OF STATE BTETTINIUS:

FOR PREPARATION OF REPLY APTER
TALXING I? OVER WITH NELSON ROCKEFELLER.

Letter from Hon. George S. Massersmith, :
Embassy of the U.S.A., Mexico, D. F., 9/29/43,
to the President, a copy of which has been
retained for our files.

RECRADTY T™2LASSIFIED



Méxieo, D.F., September 29, 1943.

Dear Mr, Fresident:

I had recently a very 1'.:3 and interesting conversa-
tion with the FPresldent of eoc and who 1s, as you know,
our good and loyal and understanding friemd, The conver-
sation was in many ways interesting and there are certaln
aspects of it which I will bring te your attention later
but I have been so0 overburdened with my pressing duties
that it has not been possible to write you with regard to
this conversation earlier and I shall have to delay my
report on the conversation as a whole until next week,

In the meantime, however, I must bring to your
attention one phase of the conversation with the Fresident
without delay. The Fresident who, as you know, is a very
thoughtful man with a good deal of vislon and who is really
fundementally devoted to this idea of continued collabora-
tion with the United States in every fleld sald that he
was very much {rmtuhd with one guestion whieh would
undoubtedly arise after the war when there would be so many
soldiers returning from duty overseas and from the camps
at home and when there would have to be so many readjust-
ments in industry dislocated through war production., He
felt that one of the prinei problems that we at home
would have to deal with would be the guestion of reinte-
grating the demobilized soldiers into our economic life.

S0 far as Mexico was concerned, although she had a

ation of twenty millions, there was not what you could
oall unemployment and in view of the lndustrisl and agrioul-
tural develo t already under way and in view of the
further development whiech he saw at the end of the war
when materials would be more readily avellable, he saw that
there would be no problem of lack of ocoupation or employ-
ment here but perhaps rather the contrary.

Under

The President,
The “White House,

Washington, D.C.
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88ibility of Mexicans resident in the United States return-
t:; to %0. ~He sald that many Mexicans in the United
States who had livea there for quite a time but who had not
become American oitizens are taking the place of our pecple
who are in the armed forees, in various parts of the country,
He thought if the appropriate arrangements eould be worked

Mexico, It would ease our problem and they could be easily
integrated into the life of Mexice, The movement he said,
of course, would have to be a voluntary one and it would
have to be carefully considered and ror the moment in a
completely confidential way or else it would give rise to
utterly wrong impressions.

The President usked me simply to express this thought
to you as one of the things which he had in mind because he
was constantly thinking of how our two countries could

collaborate with each o » The President did not raise

serious inconveniences whieh I saw in arranging enything of
this kind. I think however, the FPresident is conseious

of these himself, T I may take the liberty of so suggesting,
I think it would be helpful if you would simply send me a

word that you appreciate very much the understanding
message which President ivila Camacho has conveyed to you
through me; that you have full understanding of the spirit

of cooperation 'hI:h lies behind it; that you will be very
glad to give this matter youreconslderation, and that you

Relations and this Embassy and the Department of State can
be exploring the matter in of eourse a completely reserved
and utterly confidential way. I am sure that the Fresident
will appreciate such A message from you and that 1t will put
this matter into the background for the moment and permit the
Ministry of Foreign Helations here and myself to explore the
possibilities of such an eventual arrangement .,

I am writing you in this very briefr and somewhat in-
adequate manner about this matter because I was a little

concerned
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concerned the other day when I understood that during a
brief conversation which Nelson Rookefeller had with
President Avila Camacho while Nelson was here for the
Ildlgmdtnﬂl Day celebrations and for a meeting of the
new Joint Mexican-United States Industrial Commission,
President ivila Camacho simply as a matter of conversation
mentioned some of his thoughts in this conneotion. Nelson
immediately sald to the President that he would take up
this matter with you on his return to Washington, I am
sure that Nelson's intentions im this respect are good but
I am equally sure that the President was merely mentioning
to Nelson one of the things which he has in mind as a
possible measure of collaboration with uas,

This matter is a very delicate ome, particularly in
view of the fact that at the present time we have this
great desire to get Mexican workers to go to the United
States on contracts whioh we are making and the Mexlican
Government is collaborating with us very loyally im this
matter. The Mexiean workers who have gone to the United
States already have been extraordimarily helpful in the
agrioultural situation and in a lesser degree in the Rall-
way situation in the southwest., If it should in any way
become a matter of public knowledge that cur Governments were
considering the possibility of Mexloans permanently domiciled
in the United States returning to Mexico after the war, it
would seem very incongruous when we are making this con-
siderable effort to get Mexicans to go to the United States
temporarily for this urgent work for whioh we need them.

The whole matter, as you will so readily appreciate,
is one that would have to be handled in any event with the
greatest reserve and as Nelson may be speaking to you about
this matter, I asked Seoretary Hull im a letter whiech I
wrote him on September 27 to be good enough to say to you
that if Nelson spoke to you about this matter, you would
be kind enmough to say to Nelsom that you were expecting
to hear from me on this matter and would give the matter
consideration when you hear from me,

All I wish to do at the moment is to emphasize that
I am confident that President Avila Camacho has nothing
in mind in this idea exocept a possible measure of collabora-
tion between our two countries, I am sure he has no other
thought in mind. On the other hand, you will so readily
appreolate that such a movement of populations would be
exoeedingly diffioult, would have to be on a purely

voluntary
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voluntary basis and that it might ereate 8ome precedent
which would not be toe happy. On the other hand, as the
1dea 1s suoh a rea) expression of President Avila Camacho's
desire to collaborate with us, I would appreoclate very much
your writing me, authorizing me to tonvey a message to
President Avila Camacho in the sense that I have taken the
liberty or indicating in the first part of this letter,

In the meantime the President will undoubtedly pursue
the matter further with me in the informal and very friendly
eonversations whioh we are happ able to have and un-
doubtedly will authorize Dr. Padills to talk to me about
this and I shall, or Sourse, keep you informed of any

fl the meantime you will readily appreciate
that it will have to be an utterly reserved and confidential
matter as it would not do any good to either country to
have this become a matter of publie knowledge as it would
lead to so many utterly unfounded speculations,

Believe me, with every good wish,
Cordially and Taithfully yours,

G. 3. Messerasmith

In duplicate
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October 25, 1943

Dear Gearge:

Thank you for your letter of September 29 which
raises a hi@hg interest subject, I can guite
sympathize with my good end the President of Nexico
in his deslre to explore the possibllity of repatriat-
ing certain Mexlcans now in the United States., T under-
stand that he belleves tlat possibly an opportunity
might arise during the imuediate post-war perlod when
we would be confronted with the problem of reabsorbing
many soldiers and war workers into ordinary civilian
pursults while Nexico would be pursuing a program of
expanding economic development,

I saw Nelson Rockefeller after his return from
Mexlco, and we dlscussed various matters, but he did
not e this question, Upon receiving your letter,
I referred the matter to the State Department and re-
quested them to take it up with Nelson,

Please tell President Avila Camecho that I am
completely understanding and appreciative of the
8pirit of cooperation with which he 1s approaching
thls matter. It 1s, frankly, somewhat premature to
make any specifiec liat-nnt regard to 1t, I need
not tell you == and I see no objection to your inform-

the Fresident -- that we are going to make every

ort in this country to see that our transition from

war to peace doee not take place in elrcumstances which
will inspire any great number of our citiszens or of the
residents within our borders with a desire to emigrate,
Nevertheless, it may well be that with the inereasing
development of Mexican ec s Some of her citizens
who hﬂ:ir;:m 1;:1 t::.d: [ may deaire tt; 31:::11
and participate progress and perl their
home land, I am sure that when and if such a situa-
tion arises, the two Governments can cooperate ef-
fectively just as they are doing in the case of so
many of our current problems,

The Honorable
George 3. lessersuith
American
M“. lh?-
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Please give President Avila Camacho my warm per-
sonal regards, anl tell him that I often thimk of our
delightful meeting at ¥onterrey, I have not forgotten
our plans to s & fow days fishing in the of
Californias at which time we would have the opportuni ty
to discuss many o these problems .,

Sincerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, BUOSEVELY



México, D.F., September 29, 1943.

Dear Mr. President:

I had recently a very long and interesting conversa-
tion with the President of Mexico and who is, as you know,
our good and loyel and understanding friemd. The conver-
sation was in many ways interesting and there are certailn
aspects of it which I will bring to your attention later
tut I have been so overburdened with my pressing dutles
that it has not been possible to write you with regard to
this conversation earlier and I shall have to delay my
report on the conversation as a whole untll next week.,

In the meantime, however, I must bring to your
attention one phase of the conversation with the President
without delay. The President who, as you know, 1s a very
thoughtful men with a good deal of vision and who is really
fundamentally devoted to this idea of continued collabora-
tion wilth the United States in every field sald that he
was very much precccupied with one question which would
undoubtedly arise after the war when there would be so many
soldlers returning from duty overseas and from the ceamps
at home and when there would have to be so many readjust-
ments in industry dislocated through war production. He
felt that one of the primeipal problems that we at home
would have to deal with would be the question of reinte-
grating the demobilized soldiers into our economlic life,

So far as Mexico was concerned, although she had a
population of twenty millions, there was not what you could
call unemployment and in view of the imdustriael and agricul-
tural development already under way and in view of the
further development which he saw at the end of the war
when materials would be more readily available, he saw that
there would be mo problem of lack of oeccupation or employ-
ment here but perhaps rather the contrary.

Under

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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Under these circumstances he thought it might be help-
ful for the two Governments to explore im a very disecreet
and of course utterly reserved way for the present the
possibility of Mexicans resident in the United States return-
ing to Mexleco. He said that many Mexicans in the United
States who had lived there for quite a time but who had not
become American citizens are taking the place of our people
who are in the armed forces, in various parts of the country.
He thought if the appropriate arrangements could be worked
out, it might prove a helpful factor in our own problem at
the end of the war if some of these Mexicans would return to
Mexico. It would ease our problem and they could be easily
integrated into the life of Mexico. The movement he sald,
of course, would have to be a voluntary one and it would
have to be carefully considered and for the moment in a
completely confidential way or else 1t would glve rise to
utterly wrong impressions.

The Presldent asked me simply to express this thought
to you as one of the things which he had in mind because he
was constantly thinking of how our two countries could
collaborate with each other. The President did not raise
this matter with me untll towards the end of a two hour con=-
versation and I therefore did not have the opportunity to
discuss it with him and to indicate to him some of the
serious inconveniences which I saw in arranging anything of
this kind. I think, however, the President 1s consclous

, of these himself. If I may take the liberty of so suggesting,

I think it would be helpful if you would simply send me a
word saying that you appreciate very much the understanding

' message whiech President Avila Camacho has conveyed to you

through me; that you have full understanding of the spirit
of cooperation whiech lies behind it; that you will be very
glad to give this matter yourconsideration, and that you

' believe that in the meantime the Mexican Ministry of Foreign

Relations and thlis Embessy and the Department of State can

| be exploring the matter in of course a completely reserved

and utterly confidential way. I am sure that the President
will appreciate such a message from you and that it will put
this matter into the background for the moment and permit the

| Ministry of Foreign Relations here and myself to explore the

possibilities of such an eventual arrangement.

I am writing you in this very brief and somewhat in-
adequate manner about this matter because I was a little

concerned
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concerned the other dey when I understood that during a
brief conversation which Nelson Rockefeller had with
President Avila Camacho while Nelson was here for the
Independence Day celebrations and for a meeting of the
new Joint Mexicen-United States Industrial Commisslon,
President Avila Cemacho simply as a matter of eonversation
mentioned some of his thoughts im this comnection. Nelson
immediately said to the President that he would take up
thtis matter with you on his return to Washington. I am
sure thet Nelson's intentlons in thls respect are good but
I am equally sure that the President was merely mentioning
to Nelson one of the things which he has in mind as a
possible measure of collaboration with us.

This matter is a very dellcate ome, particularly in
view of the fact that at the present time we have this
great desire to get Mexicen workers to go tc the United
States on contracts which we are making and the Mexican
Government is collaborating with us very loyally in this
matter. The Mexlean workers who have gone to the United
States already have been extraordinarily helpful in the
agricultural situation and in a lesser degree in the Rall-
way situatiom in the southwest. If it should in any way
become & matter of publie kmowledge that our Governments were
considering the possibility of Mexicans permanently domiciled
in the United States returning to Mexico after the war, it
would seem very lmcongruous when we are meking this con-
siderable effort to get Mexicans to go to the United States
temporarily for this urgent work for which we need them.

The whole matter, as you will so readily appreciate,
is one that would have to be handled in any event with the
greatest reserve and as Nelson may be speaking to you about
this matter, I asked Secretary Hull in a letter which I
wrote him on September 27 to be good enough to say to you
that if Nelson spoke to you about this matter, you would
be kind enough to say to Nelson that you were expecting
to hear from me on this matter amnd would give the matter
consideration when you hear from me.

A1l I wish to do at the moment 1s to emphasize that
I am confident that President Avila Camecho has nothing
in mind in this idea except a possible measure of eollabora-
tion between our two countries. I am sure he has no other
thought in mind. On the other hand, you will so readily
appreciate that such a movement of populations would be
exceedingly difficult, would have to be on a purely

voluntary



voluntary basis and that it might create some precedent
whieh would not be tooc happy. On the other hand, as the
idea is such a real expression of President Avila Camacho's
desire to collaborate with us, I would appreclate very much
your writing me, authorizing me to convey a message to
President Avile Camacho in the semse that I have taken the
liberty of indicating in the first part of this letter.

In the meantime the President will undoubtedly pursue
the matter further with me in the informal and very friendly
conversations which we are happily able to have and un-
doubtedly will authorize Dr, Padilla to talk to me about
this and I shall, of course, keep you informed of any
developments. In the meantime you will readily appreciate
that it will have to be an utterly reserved and confidential
matter as 1t would not do any goed to either country to
have this become a matter of public knowledge as it would
lead to so many utterly unfounded speculations.

Believe me, with every good wish,
Cordially and faithfully yours,

In duplicate



THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

October 23, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

You recently requested me to prepare a reply
for you toths attached letter you had recelved
from Ambassador George 5. Messersmith, after dia-
cussing the question with lelson Rockefeller.

I have reviewed thls matter with him and with
the Department and enclose herewith a proposed

reply for your signature 1f satisfactory.

Enclosures:
From George 3. Measeram

September 29, 1943;
Draft reply.



Ootober ﬂﬁ.. 1043

MEMURANDUM POR THE PRE3IDENT

You recently rejuested me to prepare a reply
for you to the attached letter you had recelved
from Ambassador Ueorge 5. Messeremith, alfter dis-
ocusaing the question with Nelson Rockefeller.

I have roviewed thls matter with him and with
the Department and enolose herewith a proposed
reply for your slgnauture 1r satlisfactory.

Edward R. Stetilnlius, Jrs,

From Ueorge 5. Messersmith,
September 29, 1943;
Draft reply.



México, D,F., October 28, 1943.

Dear Mr., Freaident:

I appreciate very much indeed your letter of Octobser

25 in reply to mine of September 29, in whieh I comveyead

o you at the request of President Avila Camacho a sugges-
tion which he made that it might be helpful in our own .
economic readjustments after the war if consideratlion were
given to the voluntary repatriation of certain Mexicans
resident in the United States. Your letter is most help-
ful and I am conveying the substance of your thoughts to
President Avila Camacho. For your convenience I am
gending you herewith a copy of & letter which I have
written to President Avila Camacho and which I shall de-
liver as soon as he returns from a trip which he 1s making
to the region of Mazatldn which was devastated by quite a
gerious cyclon several weeks ago.

I am sure that President Avila Camacho will appreciate
very much your cormunication and I need not tell you that
I am completely in accord that it would be premature to
consider this guestion. I think the only really significant
thing about President Avila Camacho's suggestion is that
it shows his good will and his rather broad understanding
of the problems which have to be faced after the war and
that it is another indication of his real desire to col-

laborate.

I am sure that with this exchange of letters the
metter may be considered as closed for the present.

Believe me, with good wishes and assurances of my
highest regard, always

Cordially and faithfully jpours,
Enclosure

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.




wéxieo, D.F,, Oetober 28, 1943.

My dear Mr, Fresidemt:

You will recall that when I had the privilege of
a long econversation with you some weeks ago, you

ral d the course of your remarks as one of the
questions oh would arise st the end of the war the
necessity for making readjustments in the ecomomle life
of various countries and particularly in the United
tates, and brought out the particular problem which
would undoubtedly arise in the United itates when there
would be so many scldiers returning from military duty
overseas and from the camps at home and who would have
to be readjusted and reintegrated imto the eccnomie life
of the country.

You brought out that so far as Mexico was coneerned,
although she has a population of some twenty millions,
there was not what could be called unemployment in view
of the industrial and agrieultural development already
under way and in view of the further development which
you believed would take place at the end of the war when
various materials would more readily avallable, TYou
foresaw that there would probably be no problem of lask
of nmmthl or employment in Mexieco but perhaps the
eon .

Under these circumstances you stated that you had
been giving consideration to the thought that it might
be helpful for your Covernment and for my Covernment to
explore in a disereet und, of oourse, utterly re-
served n{‘rnr present the possiblility of cans
resldent the United Jtates returning to Mexise. You
felt that many of these Mexicen residenmts ia the United

States

His lllllll-l‘
Oeneral avila Camacho,
ent of the United Mexican . tates,

00, D.F.



States could usefully return to Mexieo where they could be
integrated into the increased industrial and m{-ﬂtuﬂ
aotivity of the ocountry and that suoh movement would to a
oertain 4 facilitate the problem which my country will
have in reintegrating our eitizens now in the armed forces
into the economie life of the country., You indicated that
the movement, of course, would have to be a voluntary one
and thet it would have to be very earefully considered and
in & completely confidential way or it wo give rise to
utterly wrong ssions.

You asked me to express this thought to President
Hoosevelt as one of the thi which you had in mind as
a Turther measure of event eollaboration between our
two countries,

I 414 pot fall to bring the substance of our conversa-
tion to the attention of President Loosevelt who has now
asked me to inform you that he is etely understanding
and very fully appreciative of the spirit of cocoperation
with whish you are approashing this matter., He is partioular-
ly sppreciative that in your consideration of present and
future ecollaboration between our two ecountries you should
have thought of this matter as it indicates your full under-
stending of the many und varied problems whioh will be faced
by the United Nations after the vietory.

Preslident Roosevelt asked me to say to you that he
belleves it would be somewhat premature for him to make any
specific statement or to make any specific plans with regard
to this matter. He says that we in the United States are
golng to make every effort to see that our transition from
war to peace does not take place under ociroumstances whieh
would inspire any great number of our citizens, or residents
within our border, with a desire to immigrate. Freasident
Roosevelt states further that it may well be that with the
increasing development of the Mexican economy, some of her
citizens who have resided in the United Otates may desire
to return and ieipate in the progress and prosperity
of thelr home s Fresident Roosevelt states that when
and if suoh a situation arlses the two Covernments oan
cooperate effectively iIn this matter as they are now doing
in the case of soc many of our current problems,

Freaident Roosevelt asked me to make fully clear to
you his very deep appreciation of the thoughtful econsidera-
tion whieh you have given tc this matter,
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lie also asked me to give you his v warm regards
and to say that he often thinks of the ightful meeting
which he had with you at Monterrey and Corpus Christi,
He asked me further to say that he has not forgotten the
tll.n.u whioh you made together to nd a few days fishing
the Culf of Callf &, at which time and he would
:::'- the opprortunity to dlnuu many problems of common
erest,

Believe me, my dear lr. /resident, with assurances
of my highest regard and sincere good wishes,
Cordlally yours,

G. 5. Messersmith

GEM:NA

In dupligate
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE v &
WASHINGTON

Hovember 12, 1943

MEMORAIDUN FOR THE PRESIDENT

I return to you herewith, as requested,
Ambassador Ha:uarnmith': letter to you of

October 28, Thank you for Elving me the

oppertunity of reading it.

Ene.,

Ambassador Messeprsmith's
Letter, 10-28-43,
with enclosure.

-




November 1, 1943.

Dear George:-
It is good to have your letter of
October tmt.r-!‘!flh, and I agree with

most heartily.

Lease and Import-Export Bank and several
other agencies under Mr. Crowley is along the
general line. You will remember the trouble
we hed several years in regard to the
commerclal attaches the agricultural
agencles. Obviously they had to be fitted
into the State Department and in this respect
things are much better than they were.

In the present emergency the BEW
(OEW) tended to set little Embassies of
their ovm and the e thing began to get
out of hand. Principally they were inter-

fering with each other amnd, efore, the
first step has been to tie them in er
Mr. Crowley.

However, for the first time it is
elesrly understood th.t they have to operate
with the full knowledge and approvelof the
State Department. Betwoen ourselves, there
wWas a deal of opposition within the
State Department to ing the whole
responsibility on the State Department itself



but I think that sll is going to werk out ==
probably by the process of evolution.

There hes been & good deal of
opposition within the State Department to
taking cver administrative functions in the
commercial and agricultural field, yet I am
sure that we must continue to make Etate
Department responsible, at lsast for poliey
anc the supervision of that policy, without
interfering with the technical adainistrative
work of some particular service.

I think you will find that Stettinius
will work well with all the career people in
a simpl ation of responsibilities within
the Btute Depertment itself -- for that is much
needed. GSomecne remarked the other day that
one can get lost and pushed around in the
State Department today just as easily as one
can get lost and pushed around in the new
Pentagon Building of the War Department.

I do hope to see you one of these
days soon.

My best wishes to you,
AS ever yours,

Honorable George Messersmith,
Americsn Embassy,



México, D.F., México,
October 25, 1943,

Dear Mr. President:

With all your meny and too great ocecupations and
preccoupations, I do not like to thrust anything upon
your attention, but I think T should tell you that I
have been very much perturbed by information, which T
get from various sources, to the effect that as a
result of certain measures, which I believe you have
wisely undertaken recently effecting some of the tempo-
rery and emergency agencles of our Government, there is
some thought, and I understand serious thought, being
glven to the establishment of a permanent department
or agency of our Government which would have its own
representation abroad. I am not able to judge at this
distance whether there is anything to the foregoing,
but I felt that you would wish to have my thoughts on
this matter,

Although I do not know Mr. Crowley well personally,
I have great confidence in his cepacity and judgment,
and I think he should serve as an admirable head of
these temporary emergency agencies which are being
integrated and coordinated under him, To integrate
the activities of these temporary agencies will prove
to be a very difficult task at the best. The thought
which I wish to convey to you is that out of my thirty
years experience in the Government, during which I have
glven as you know almost balanced attention to the
political, economic end administrative aspects of our
problems at home and abroad, T believe it would be [
premature and very unwise for us at this time to |
establish a permanent economic department or agency.

It may be
The President I

.The White House
Washington, D. C.

e —— e m———
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It may be that before the end of the war, or in
the first stages of the period following the wer, we
may find that our major administrative setup requires
the inclusion of a permanent economic agency integrated
and coordinated with the already existing permanent
Departments. As a result of various emergencles, and
of conditions which it is not necessary to go into here,
a8 good many of the functions of the Departments of State,
of Commerce, or Agriculture, and of Treasury, as well as
of other undoubtedly permanent agencies, have been taken
over, or duplicated, or amplified, by emergency agencies
of Government. The old-line Departments, however, have
their established places in our administrative setup
and will undoubtedly have to assume many of the functions,
which they have temporarily lost, after the emergency.
It 1s my considered opinion that some of those who may
now be advocating & permanent economiec agency, and who
are very competent ln varlous fields in which they are
experienced, do not have the adequate grasp of all of
the problems involved in the establishment of such a
permanent economic setup from the point of view of its
internal, as well as external, factors to arrive at a
so far-reaching decision at this time. It is my own
earnest hope that whatever the decisions which may be
taken now with respect to the organization and function-
ing of these temporary agencles, they will not involve
the setting up of a permanent economic department or
agency. It is too early for us to do this end I believe
you will agree that the very fact that there 1s so much
difficulty in determining even the character and integra-
tion of & temporary setup is sufficient indication that
this would be no time to reach a decision with regard
to the eatablishment of a permanent economiec setup. To
reach a deecision of this kind will involve a knowledge
of internal and external problems on the part of those
making the recommendations to you, and I doubt whether
the time is avallable now, and I am sure it is not oppor-
tune to consider the establishment of a permanent economie

ageancy.

I am equally disturbed by the indications which I
get that it is the thought of a number of responsible and
worthwhile people that this temporary or permanent
economic setup, which is contemplated, should have its
own representatives in the field. You will recall that
when I ceme into the Department of State in 1937 as an
Asslstant Secretary at your request, you charged me with
the endeavor to bring about a consolidation of the Foreign
Services of Commerce and Agriculture into that of State,
8 a



as a step absolutely indispensable to bring about

greater order into the conduct of our foreign relations
and to remove multiple approaches abrosd to foreign
Governments which were proving not only disconcerting

to those Governments, but dlsadvantagecus to our own
interests. You will recell with what infinite pains

and difficulty it was possible, under your wlse leader-
ship, to bring about, through one of the reorganlzation
bills which you frupuaad to the Congress, the consolida-
tion of the Foreign Services of Commerce and Agriculture
into that of State. There is no doubt that it has worked
out admirably, and through this step we were able to
remove dissensions between Departments at home and
frictions betwsen representatives of our Government

in the field, end multiple and disconcerting approaches

to other Governments which had been disturbing over a
period of more than fifteen years and which did a great
deal of injury to our relationships wlth other Govern-
ments and to our interests at home., It would seem,
therefore, inconcelvable that after this unhappy experience,
and after so fortunate a solution, which 1s working out

so well, that any one who has knowledge of this background
should be seriously thinking of establishing a temporary
or permenent agency of our Government which may set up

its separate representation abroad. The only effect

of this would be to re-create an old problem in a time
when the repercussions and conseguences would be even more
serious than they were in times of peacs.

T know that you will forgive me for bringing this
matter to your attention, for I know your deep interest
therein, and you will appreciate that I em writing not
as an officer who for so long & time served in the
Forelgn Service of State and therefore with a Departmental
polnt of view, but as one who has had this long experience
with our problems at home and abroad. T am one of those
who knows your deep understanding of these problems and
the constructive interest which you have constantly taken
in maintaining the most effective foreign representation
and preserving the closest integration within Government
at home., T have therefore not hesitated to bring to
your attention what I belleve would be the unhappy
consequences of establishing a permanent economie
agency of our Government at this time and of any such
permanent or temporary economlec agency having its
separate representation abroad - whatever might be its
defined relationships to the Department of State. The
establishment of such & permanent economic agency of our

Government
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Government would be premature, as I doubt whether we
have had sufficient time to think it out, or that the
circumstances are adequately clear to reach so major
a declsion, and I am convinced that the establishment
of such a permanent or temporary agency would be bound
to have even more unhappy consequences than those you
80 happily removed through the consolidation of the
former separate services of Commerce and Agriculture
into that of State.

I am really very deeply apologetlc about bringing
this matter to your attention, first because I am not
at all sure that my information is correct that some of
those who are sc earnestly considering these important
organizational problems, for ultimate recommendations
to you, are considering such & permsnent economic unit
now with its own foreign service, and second, because I
know that all that I have said in this letter is com-
pletely obvious to you. I know, however, that in the
very nature of things, and under the eircumstances under
which we have to work these days, i1t is quite possible,
with the best intentions in the world, that recommenda-
tlons to this end may be made to you by persons who im
their own fields are thoroughly competent but who do
not have the full background of administrative history
and experience and of the many delicate factors involved
in the conduct of our foreign relations and contact with
foreign Governments whiech you have. As T have had to
deal with these things so coneretely at home and abroad
for so many years, my one thought in writing this letter
is that it may be of some help.

With all good wishes,
- Always cordially and faithfully yours,
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’ THE WHITE HEUSE
WASHINGTON
Jenuary 3, 1944

MIMORANDUM FOR

HON. WAYNE COY :
Angietant Director of
the Budget

I pm enclosing herewith a
copy of the letter the President
wrote to Ambassador Messersmith
under date of November 1, 1943.

ORACE G. TULLY
Private BSeoretary

Enolosure
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2 THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 4, 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE:

TO READ AND RETURN,

rl‘n -nl

Letter from Hon. George S. Hessersmith,
Mexico, D.F., 10/29//7, to the President,
enclosing a cory of the letter which he

has szant to President Avila Camacho, Covies
retainad for our files,



México, D.F., October 28, 1943.

Dear Mr. Fresident:

I appreclate very much indeed your letter of Cotober
25 in reply to mine of September 29, in which I conveyed
to you at the request of President Avila Camacho a sugges-
tion which he made that it might be helpful in our own
economic readjustments after the war Lf consideration were
glven to the voluntary repatriation of certain Mexicens
resident in the United Statea, Your letter is most help-
ful and I am conveylng the substance of your thoughts to
President Avila Camacho, For your convenlenmce I am
sending you herewith a eopy of a letter which I have
written to President Avila Camacho and which I shall de-
liver as soon as he returns from a trip which he is making
to the reglon of Mazatlén which was devastated by quite a
serious oyclon several weeks ago.

I am sure that President Avila Camscho will appreciate

very much your communication and I need not tell you that

I em completely in accord that it would be premature to
consider this question. I think the only really significant
thing about President Avile Camacho's suggestion 1s that

it shows his good will and his rather broad understanding

of the problems whioh have to be faced after the war and
{hﬂt it is another indloation of his real desire to ocol-

aborate,

I am sure that with this exchange of letters the
matter may be considered as closed for the present.

Believe me, with good wishes and assurances of my
highest regard, always

Cordially and faithfully yours,
Enclosure

% hay s I G. S. Messersmith
In duplicate
The Fresident,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



‘ﬂ“‘. DeF,, Cotober 2‘. 19k3.

My dear Mr, Fresideat:

You will reoall that when I had the privilege of
ml..= a long eonversation with you some weeks ago, you
rai d the course of your remarks as one of the
questlons oh would arise at the end of the war the
necessity for making readjustments in the economie life
of various countries and partieularly in the United
States, end brought out the particular problem whieh
would undoubtedly arise in the United itates when there
would be so many scldiers returning from military duty
oversess and from the camps at home and who would have
to be readjusted and reintegrated imnto the economie 1life

of the ocountry.

You brought out that se far as Mexico was concerned,
although she has a population of some twenty milllcns,
there was not what could be called yment in view
of the industrial and agrieultural d t already
under way snd in view of the further development which
you believed would tuke place at the end of the war when
various materisls would be more readily available. You
foressw that thers would probably be no preblem of lack
of cecupation or employment in lMexieco but perhaps the

Under these oiroumstaunces you stated that you had
been giving consideration to the thought that it t
be he for your Government and for my Covernmeat to
explore in a disereet and, of course, utterly re-
served n!.tnr present the possibility of oans
resident the United sStates returning to Mexleo. Tou
felt that many of these Mexicen residents in the United

‘tates
His Exeellemoy
Gepneral Manuel avila Camacho,
ent of ir United Mexlcan itates,
©



states ocould usefully return to Mexieco where m{ oould be
integrated intc the infustrial and agriocultural
aotivity of the country and that such movement would to a
eertain fasilitate the problem which my country will
have in reintegrat our eltizens now in the armed foroces
into the economiec ® of the country. You indiocated that
the movement, of course, would have be a voluntary one
and that it would have to be very ecarefully considered snd
in a completely confideantial way or it wo give rise to
utterly wrong Imulinll.

You asked me to express this thought to 'resident
Rocwsevelt as one of the things whleh you had in mind as
a further measure of eventual ocollaboration between our
two ocountries,

I 414 not fall to bring the substance of our conversa=
tion to the attention of ’resident iioosevelt who has now
asked me to inform you that he ias etely understanding
and very fully appreociative of the apirit of ococoperation
with whish you are approaching this matter, He is partieular-
ly appreciative that in your econslderation of present and
future collaboration between cur two countries you should
have thought of this matter as it indicates your full under-
standing of the many und varied problems whioh will be faced
by the United Natlons after the vietory,

Frealdent Roosevelt asked me to say to you that he
bellieves it would be somewhat premature for him to meke any
speoifie statement or to make any lpn.lrl;‘xlm with regard
to this matter., He says that we in the ted itates are
goling to make every effort to see that our transition from
war to peace does not take place under ociroumstancea whieh
would inspire any great number of our elitizens, or residents
within our border, with a desire to e, Freaident
floosevelt atates further that it may well be that with the
inereasing development of the Mexican ecomnomy, some of her
oltizens who have resided in the United States may desire
tc return and {::I.tlpnl in the progress and mmﬁtr
of their home « JFresident Foosevelt states t when
and 1if suoh a situation arises the two Governments oan
cooperate effectively in this matter as they are now doing
in the case of so many of our curreat problems.

President Roosevelt esked me to make fully eclear to
you his very deep appreciation of the tacughtful eonsidera-
tion whieh you have given to this matter,



He also a e his uz wWarm regards
and to say that he often thinks of the delightful meeting
at and Corpus Christi,
asked me Turther to Say that he has not forgotten the
whioh you made together tc spend a few days flshing
n Gulf of Calif a4, at which time and he would
have the opportunity to disouss many problems of ecommon

Bellieve me, my dear wr, ‘resident, with essurances
of my highest regard and sineere g00d wishes,
Cordially yours,
G. 5. Messersmith

GSM:NA

In dupliocate
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México, D.F.,
November .30, 1943,

My dear Mr. President:

You will recall my letter to you of September 29
in which I told you of a conversation whigh I had with
the President of Mexico and during which he raised the
gquestion of the possibility of Mexican residents in the
United States being repatriated to Mexicc at the end of
the War as a measure of aiding in our own demobilization
problem. You were good enough to send me in your letter
to me of COctober 25 an acknowledgment of the above letter
and to indicate to me the reply which I could make to
President Avila Camacho in this matter. In my letter to
you of Qctober 28 I informed you that I would convey your
answer to President Avila Camacho on his return from a
trip to the north of Mexico, and I sent with my letter of
October 28 a copy of the letter which I would deliver to

President Avila Camacho.

Due to a varlety of circumstances, it was not con-
venient or appropriate to deliver this letter to President
Avila Camacho until last evening when I had a very long
talk with him. I gave him the letter,.a copy of which T
sent you with my letter to you of October 28, and I gave
him the substance thereof in Spanish.

The President said that he was very understanding of
your reply which he appreciated very much., He asked me
to make it clear to you that he had not intended to raise
this question as one which should be given attention at
this time or which could properly be given attention at
this tlme. He also asked me to say to you that he realized
that this was a matter in which you or our Government could

not take any initiative but that it was one in which at the
appropriate

The President,
The White House.
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appropriate time he would have to take the initiative

as the persons involved would be Mexican citizens. He
said that hig one thought in this matter was that at the
end of the War even under the best circumstances, the
demobilizetion of our considerable armed forces and the
reorganization of our industry would be & very great task.,
If the voluntary expatriastion of Mexicans resident in the
United States would be helpful at such & time, he would be
prepared to teke the appropriate steps to make 1t clear
that any Mexicans resident in the United States who wished
to return to Mexico would be welcomed and that the Mexlcan
Government would make the appropriate efforts to see that
they were placed in industry and agriculture here. He
realized that the matter had many delicate aspects, he
said, and that it was one which would, if the occasion
arose, have to be handled with the greatest discretion,
which I could assure you he would know how to exercise.
The President wished me to be very sure to make it clear
to you that his one thought in this matter wes to be help-
ful at the sppropriate moment in one of our own problems
if any action on his part or of Mexico could be helpful.

It is clear from what the President said that he has
no thought of teking any initiative in this matter now
and that he has a very full understanding of the whole
situation and that he was entirely prompted, as I indicated
in my first letter to you on this matter, by a desire to
collaborate in this phase of our problem, if any such
collaboration should eventually prove desirable or helpful.

President Avila Camacho asked me to say agaln to you
what happy memories he conserved of the unforgettable
meeting with you at Monterrey and Corpus Christi and how
much he looked forward to the next opportunity when you
might be able to talk together.

I think we can consider this matter closed for the
present, and before I left him, the President reiterated
that his one thought in mentioning the matter at this
time was that you should know along what line he might be
thinking at a given moment and that he did not wish to
take any action of any kind without your knowing about 1t
and being fully informed of what he was thinking.

Believe



-3=

Believe me, with all good wishes and assurances
of my highest regard,

Cordially and faithfully yours,
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My dear President Camacho:-

Imtrmwmhﬂnrrmehl
appreciate the two shipments of wine which you
sent to me. Out of the first shipment I took
with me to North Afrieca a sample of each variety.

They are on the)whole delicious and
I have told my wife that we can consider them
wholly prunr to serve to any of our guests. I
think I told you that, like you, I have a rule
of serving American made wines only -- but many
of these Mexican wines are not made in the
United States at all so I have saild that all of
them go into the same category as Anerican made
wines from now on.

The only exception I have ever made
was in relation to American ¢ , which
hitherto has not in any way equa ed the Fremch
champagne. When I was in Teheran, however,
Marshal Stalin brought with him some Rusaian
um—mxmmmupumnur
Georgla. It was fully the equal of any French
wzmnmru-mmxmmt
after this war, when transportation gets easler,
wmmmmmuu-unmm

Russian champagne.

My trip was, I think, a real success
and I hope that I shall have an opportunity to



tell you all about it if, during the coming year,
we are able to take that fishing trip together.

In the meantime, I send to you and
.mll Camache all good wishes for a very Happy
ew lear.

Always sincerely,

His Excellency
General Manuel Avila Camacho,
President of the United Mexican States,
Mexico G:I.h’,
Hexico.



December ﬂ. 1943.

Dear George:-
I enclose a letter for you to give
to President Camacho at an early opportunity.
A very Happy Hew Year to you and
your iissus,

Always sincerely,

The American

Honorable George 8. Messersmith,
Enbasay,
m“l D.F., Mexico.
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

México, D.F., México,
November 19, 1943,

Dear Friend:

With reference to our recent correspondence con-
cerning the wines from President Avila Camacho for
FPresident Roosevelt, I understand that the first lot
of forty-four cases was delivered at the White House
on Qctober 30. The second shipment, which I think
comprised forty-four cases, left here last wesk and
has undoubtedly reached the White House by this time.
I would appreciate your letting me have a word in due
course as to whether the whole shipment has reached
the White House safely. I assume that the President
wlll want to send a word to President Avila Camacho,
but if he wishes to thank him through me, it will
serve the same purpose, although I think 1t would be
very nice for the President to send just a brief word
to President Avila Camacho. ,;Mﬂﬁ

I am sending a box of ecigars, which should reach ||% . ¢?
you in the near future and shortly after this letter |/O 4ﬂ

and which I hope our friends will enjoy even if you d ! y’
not.

I have Just returned to my desk after ten days at
Cuernavaca where I had the first respite from my duties
here since I came to Mexico City.

With all good wishes to you and Mrs, Watson, from
us both,

Cordielly and falthfully yours,

General Edwin M. Watson,
The White Housse,
Washington, D. C.



THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AM A

George S. Mes mith
American Ambasg@dor,
Mexico, D.F.,Alexico. C




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Nevember 18, 1943

Mr, Whlliem Simmons,

I am this date sending to the
Usher, 44 oases of assorted wines address-

to The Presldent from Pres. Avila Camacha
of Mexice.

One of the bottles in one of
the cases was received in a broken con-

dition.

Charles E. Enott
Mail Inspection Room



L1

JAPARTHMEXY O

crFiCiAL BUS
pemaiky b WP

General Edwin M. Watson
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

(RUN./_STOP2¥]

¥ STAS
BN

S, !”j



M THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

México, D.F., México,
November 10, 19L3.

My deer General Watson:

I refar to the Ambassador's letter of November 5,
with reference to the shipment that was to have left
here on Novembar 9, AS & mattar of precaution, I should
like to inform you that there has been some delay in
connaction with the airplane that was to have carried
these cases, but it is expected that the plana will now
leave on or about November 12 with the shipment.

Sincerely yours,

We o5

Herbart 5. Bursley,
Counsslor of Embassy.

General Edwin M. Watson,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



México, D.F., México,
October 15, 1943,

- Fossimbn. Td W
My dear Mr. President: e 1e)sr Yk <
] z
During a conversation with Pr#itde =Ci oty el
Avila Camacho several weeks -figo, the substance /= < e
of which I have already veyed to you in my 28
letter of October 2, mentioned that during
your stay ¥ you hed expressed an w
appreciation of some Mexlcan wines which were rﬂd??'
served during the dinner. He said that he had |
taken much pleasure in getting together some jﬁfﬁ
Mexican wines and that these were ready for A
shipment, as he wished to offer them to you PRI
and hoped that you would get some pleasure out RET

of them. He asked me as to the best method of
shipping the wines. In view of the fact that
the rallways are very much over-burdened, and

as we have an occasional Army transport plane
returning from the Canal Zone not fully loaded,
and as occaslonally a Pan American plane goes
North for repalrs and cannot carry passengers

on such a trip, I told the President that I was
sure I could arrange for the transport of the
wine from here. He expressed great appreclation
of this, I am therefore arranging for the trans-
portation North of the wines, which will consist
of about eighty-eight cases, at & convenlent
opportunity by Pan Americen planes which would
otherwise be golng North empty.

The wines should arrive at the White House
sometime during the next three weeks or so.

Ien

IThl President
The White House



I am merely sending you this word so that you
may know when these wines arrive that they are
another expression of the continous thought

which President Avila Cemacho here has of you.

Belleve ma,
Always cordlally and falthfully yours,

LALF a7y
39



October 21, 1943.

Dear George:

The President wanted me to thank you pro-
fusely for your letter and to tell you that he is
delighted and eagerly amsiting t

E

bad any elder like that, you could Include a little

of it inm the shipment. You may disregard that as a
continuation of the joke — but he told me to tell you.

You know I am always available when you
want anything of an informal or confidential mature
done, &8 you atand in very high faver with us particu-
since that wine and ciger episode. Incidentally
the .

EDWIN M. nATSON
Major Generul, U. 5. Army
Becretary to the President

Hon. George 5. Messersmith,

The American Embassy,
Mexieo, D.F., Mexico.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jctaber 19, 1943.

[EHORANIUM FUR

CEHERAL WATSUN

Will you thank Messersmith
and tell him I am delighted and
eagerly awaiting the shipment?
vou mipht mention thut you hape
s0Ms of that famous '29 vintage
which they served at Monterrey

last April will be included!

F. 0. R



México, D.F., México,
October 15, 1943.

My dear Friend:

I am sending you herewith the original of a letter
addressed to the President, which is self-explanatory, and
I am appending a copy of the letter hereto. I have made
the necessary arrangements for the free entry of the wines
and the exemption from customs duty at the port of entry
into the United States, so there is nothing to be done
in this connection. There will be no charge for the
transportation of the wines, as they will be taken North
by a Pan American plane which would otherwise be golng
unloaded for repairs. From Brownsville North, General
Harris, the Military Attaché here, has been good enough
to see that the appropriate arrangements are made with
our Army people at Brownsville to see that the shipment
goes forward to the White House, by the most convenlent
means, from there. I would be very glad if you would
give me a word as to when the wines arrive at the White
House, as President Avila Camacho wlll be very interessted
to learn that they have arrived safely.

For scme reason or another I must be getting very
inefficlent, because I am increasingly busy here. As you
can readily understand, I have a consuming desire to make
a brief visit home, but the circumstances are such that
1t is really extremely difficult for me to leave here,
and it may not be until the end of December or the early
part of 1944 that I may be able to spend a few weeks home,
Needless to say, I look forward to seeing you when I am
able to comes on a brief trip.

Mrs, Messersmith joins me in all good wishes to
you and Mrs. Watson.

Cordlally and falthfully yours,

General Edward M. Watson,
The White House,
Weshingten, D.C.










México, D,F., November 5, 1943,

Dear friend:

As I wrote you on October 29, forty-four cases of
wine were shipped to the White House and I have word
this morning that the second forty-four cases which
complete the shipment should go forward by plane,
leaving Mexico City on November 9. This means that
there should be a total of eighty-eight cases reaching
the White House from President Avila Camachc., I hope
if there 18 not included in this any of the "Mexican
Champagne™ to which you referred in your letter of
Qctober 21, that you will let me know so that I can
see that a few cases are sent on later to see if it
comes up to the expectations of you all.

This is a very hurried note for I am for the
first time since I am 1n Mexico running away for a
little holidaey. I am breakling my neck trying to get
off to Cuernavaca this evening, which 1s only one hour
and twenty minutes by road from Mexico Clty, to spend
some ten or twelve days there with Marion. I shall
be in touch with the Embassy but I shall be removed
from the pressures for a few days and the old man
feels the need of a bit of a change,.

I hope that the eighty-eight cases arrive at
the White House in good shape,

With all good wishes to you and Mrs, Watson
from us both,

Cordially and faithfully yours,

General Edwin M. Watson,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



From.Hon, '_ Gnn:;gu S. Messersmith,
can Ambassador,
co City, Mexico,

GENERAL EDWIN M. WATSON,
THE WHITE HOUSE,
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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o | To Charlie Fredericks:

Fleuse note and return. /

Do

: |
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

México, D.F., México,
October 29, 1943.

dear Friend:

I have just received your note of October 21, and
am delighted to know that the President is pleased with
the shipment of wine which President Avila Camacho is
making. The Military Attaché here tells me that forty-
four, out of eighty-some cases, to be forwarded left
by Pean Americen plane going north for repairs the day
before yesterday. This plane has undoubtedly delivered
this first forty-four cases at Brownsville which will
be forwarded north to the White House. It is very

robable that these forty-four cases have reached the
1te House by the time this letter reaches you. The
remainder of the shipment will €0 forward in one or two
lots in the near future by the same route.

We are sending the wine north by these Pan American
planes which go north for repairs, which otherwise go
empty, 8s this is the best way of sending it and we are
not burdening our transport in this way. It means,
however, that we cannot send the whola shipment in one
lot, and we have to send it by these planes when and if
they have empty space.

I am sorry to say that President Avila Camacho did
not tell me just what kind of brands are included in the
shipment, but I would not be surprised if some of this
Mexican cider is not among it. If there is none of this
Mexican cider included in the shipments, I hope you will
let me know, for I will see that some is sent up. It
isn't champagne, but it is really a good substitute,

I note what you say about cigars, My Cuban friends
continue to spoil me and send me clgars, so that I have
many more than I can use at the house. If you get a
box or two through the pouch in the near future, you

will

General Edwin M. Watson,
Secretary to the President,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



will know where they come from. Our pouches are
going up heavily loaded these days, but if I find
one golng light I will send you several boxes from
my reserve here. I knew your remarks about clgars
were meant in a joking way, but as a matter of fact
I have such a surplus that T am only too happy to
share them with some one who enjoys them,

I understand that the President has had a bad
cold, and I hope that by this time he is feeling
very much better,

I have been hoping to be able to spend a few
weeks home in the near future, but it still looks
as though I may not be able to get away before the
end of December, and perhaps it may be January,

As much as I would like to spend a few weeks in
Washington, there are too many things that hold
me here,

I appreciate very much your cordial letter.
I hope the wine will really prove to be interesting}

With all good wishes to you and Mrs. Watson,
from Marion and myself, believe me,

Always cordially and faithfully yours,



- ki .|l
...m_.\h.,.
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