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-- COPY OF LONGHAND LETTER 

January 30 , 1934 . 

Your Majesty---

I am asking Mr . ~et to give you this personal 

message of my cordial greetings and respects. 

As you may know, the Netherlands is the land of 

~ forebears of my family and I have cherished a sentiment 
of affection tor and deep interest in your nation . 

I am therefore glad indeed that I am able to 

entrust the relationshipe between the Jletherlands and the 
United States to Mr . Emmet , who i s one of my oldest 

per sonal friends. I am certain that you will fi nd him 

a delightful gentleman who will further the ~.ny mutual 

interests of our countries . 

Wi th every good wish for your Majesty ' s continued 
well- being . 

I am, f. :J. 
Faithfully yours , 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

l!!bM~~· 
Queen of the Netherlands. 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA S HINGTON 

Yo r Maj esty: 

am happy to tr&Qsmit through Mr. 
le T. Emmet , whom You have gracious­
nted to receive as the representative 

ted States near Your Majesty's Gov­
cordial greetings and respects. 

Owing, part, to the Uetherland origin 
9f cer tain o my f orefathers, I have long enter­
tained a senti of affection for Holland and 
I have, therefo , entrusted the conduct of the 
diplomati c relati ships between the Netherlands 
and the United Sta s to a personal f riend of 
many years' standin I am certain that You 
will have Mr. Emmet ' sincere cooperation in 
considering any probl s which may touch the 
mutual interests of ou countries andwhich 
You may desire to discu with hi m. 

With every good wish r Your Majesty ' s 
continued well-being, I am 

Her Majesty 
Wilhelmina, 

Very since 

Queen of the Netherlands, 
The Hague. 



THE UNDERSECRETARY ~E 
WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1934. 

Dear :U:r. President: 

In response to your request , I 

send you herewith a draft letter to the 

Queen of the Netherlands, which you may 

possibly care to consider in connection 

with the letter which you propose to write . 

t hfully yours , 

The President 

The Whit e House. 



~~ dear Mr . President : 

The Hague , Netherlands , 
January 31 , 1935. 

Shortly after my return here I was notified by the Foreign Office that Queen Wilhelmina would receive me in private audience on TUesday, January 29th , at the House in the Woods , where shE! is l iv­ing this winter . Owing to the death of the Queen Mother just after my arrival last A!arch , the sub­sequent death of the Prince Consort, and after that t he illness or the Queen , it had not been pos­sible to arrange for my private reception by Her Ue.jeaty . Dur ing my absence i n America she re­ceived some of the other diplomats to whom she had not previously given an audienc~, and I was glad that she indicated that she would like to receive me so soon after my return. 

I thought you would be interested i n hear­ing about the reception , as the Queen seemed to be immensely interested in you and devoted most of the interview to asking me questions about you and your activities. At this interview I took occasion to deliver to her the private letter which you gave me last January at the White House just before I left to assume charge or this Mission . 

At six o •clook in the afternoon of January 29th I called at the House in the Woods and was met t here by Jonkheer de Graeff , the Foreign Minister , together with count du Monoeau , the Grand Master of Ceremonies, and Jonkheer Dedel and Jonkheer Sickinghe, 

President Franklin o. Roosevelt , 
The White House , 

Washington, D. c . 



Chamberlains or Her Majesty •s household . We were ·shortly asked to proceed to one or the small par­lors, where the Queen received me quite infor­mally. Jonkheer de Graeff introduced me and she immediately expressed regret t hat she had not been able to arrange f or a previous interview, I ex­pressed the pl easure I had in delivering t o her a personal l etter rrom you and a s sured her of your best wishes f or herself and this nati on . 
Thereupon t he Queen proceeded t o converse with me , in perfect English, chiefly about your­sel f . She was interested t o hear of our l ong­standing friendship and t hat we were both grad­uat es or Harvard University . She want ed t o know to what extent you kept up your interest in the university and in other universi ties in America , and then asked a number or questions about the curricula in American universities and to what ex­tent supervi sion was exercised over t he students by t he faculty . she wanted to know how much Amer­ican universities , and particularly Harvard uni­versity , resembled English universities in this respect and whether any American university was f ollowing t he English system or separate colleges . She expressed great interest in learning t hat this system was now being tried at Harvard in a somewhat modified f orm and was al so being i ntroduced at Yale, also that the tutorial system was being developed , She appeared t o know a good deal about Harvard uni­versity, and spoke of its distinction in scholar­ship. She asked whet her there was any movement under way in America t o promote facilities ror the exchange of American and European students between American and European universities, and upon my telling her t hat t here was a considerable movement with this end in view , and that in America we had various scholarships endowed tor this purpose, she seemed to be much interested , and r emarked that 



• 

there appeared to be an international brotherhood among students . I expressed the opinion that in America we felt very strongly that way. 

The ~ueen then asked whet her you found time to t ake any vacations from your strenuous and ar­duous labors and recalled that she had heard that you visited Hot Springs tor recreation . I explained t o her the difference bet~1een ·1arm Springs and Hot Springs . she wanted to know what form ot recreation interested you and was much interested when I told her t hat you were fond ot boating and yachting and also that you usually sailed your own boat and were thoroughly fami~iar with navigation . She asked me to what extent you were able t o gratify your fond ­ness tor sailing, and then asked me a good deal about the general subject of sailing and yachting in America and compared it with yachting in Hol­]and which , as you probably know , is quite popular here . She seemed interested to hear about Long Island Sound and the Maine Coast as good sailing waters, particularly as compared with the North Sea and some ot the inland lakes in Holland . 

Af ter conversing for about fifteen minutes , she said that she would take no more of my time, and bade me goodbye , saying again that she had been glad ot this opportunity to meet me, a.nd I thereupon wi thdrew . Altogether the ceremony was simple , un­affected and conducted with great dignity. She spoke English without an accent , in a most culti­vated , pret ty way. The Queen is quite regal in manner but most unaffected and informal in her ap­proach , and I thought you would be glad to know how well the ceremony went ott. 

Ne are back i n our house and comfortably s et t led for the winter . Thank you again tor all your kindness to me while I was 1n Washington . It 



goes without saying t hat I enjoyed my short visit 
to Amerioa enormousl y but also I am very gla d to 
be baok here . 

Wi th my best wishes to yourself and Eleanor , 
believe me to be , 

Faithfully yours , 

-
-



The Hague, 

Personal 

S, S , B R E ll E tr 
via Cher60urg 

President •ranklin o. Roosevelt , 

The Nh1 te Hous~ , 

Washington , D. c. , 
U.S.A. 

Through )'ilia !larguerite A. Le Ho.nd . 

--
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Dear llnftY1llea-

I -• 4ellcbh4 c. laan 7fiV le~ of 
Apr1l nl"d an4 baft .. , •n -eel ... ,u I OOilld tlnd 
oat bow Cbe SearebJT feU 1n repr4 to 'IOU' PlnS 
to the Eu' Ift41H. I enoleee hh _,-~~n&~a e1ah 
ape8ka tor Unlr. 

Do lr.MJI • S. '-Ia wttb ..-lUoaa 
ae 70U flnd u.. 11M! •• ,._ Mar ...... , ~ .. 7011 
kDow, I aa alar• .aob la'--'ecl to ban Uia' Jr.1n4 
of latoNatlon. 

r-1a llo.. 1a beUeP ptqa1oa117, ezoept 
tor the bad heart ooa41Uoa, thllll he baa beea 1n 7aara. 
ot OCNI'N, he •'Ul. apend a aoat of hla '1M •ur AD 
Ol[Jpll '•'· bat hla 1n'--' 1n eYeJ")thlng h u 
Jr.- • • -· 

~ lepalaUn propoaa -• to be 
golng toi"WU'd dea4117 Oon&f' al.ow'l7. Hownu, I 
bope tbat the CoagNaa nll ao' on au the aoaaiD'ea 
eo tbd I aball not ban to oall tbw• ballk. 

El- Jo1Da • 1n bed Wiabea to 7011 
and Pallllne. 

s-able Orennlle !'. z-et, 
AIIW'10AD LepUoa, 
!be ..... 
aetMrlanda. 
(Daolo.,..) 



1111 you hol d th1e le tter tor 

t he Secretary ot State'• reply? 
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LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tho Fugue , J;othorla.nda, 

... prll 1 , 1035. 
v 

"-

~ 

L-

' ~ 

Dear l!.r . Preaident : ,.., 

'/hen I said £0odbye to you 1n the ./hi te 

House lest January, I spoke to you about colnf to 

the r:otberlcnd East Indies this year as a ~rt or 

my service ae inister to tbis poet . Since •tar. l 
feel "ore strongly then ever that a per sonal visit 

' 

_ _,., 

tl.ero would enable the •l.!!lorieen ~·inister to the lie-
tborlands to ~uch core etteetively cover t~e business 
and territory comoltted to his supervisi on, No ~e­
r1cen :inlGter bas been to 1:he Hetherlend Indies yet 
and I tool sure that tto Cover~Ant woul4 concider 

it a greet compliment it I were to eo, but more im­

portant than that is tho tact that I nn convinced that 
it would be h1Phly desirable tor me to see tor QYselt 
tho conditions existing in 1:he sreet colonial empire 
ot the lletherlllnds with which the United States does 
such a largo business, and from whet I have learned 
since arriving in Eollend a year oeo, I feel that 

tirst-hond knowledgo ot tho conditions relating to 

Prooident Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
Tho White :ouse , 

Ueshin•ton, D. C. 

' 

, 

I ....... 

.. 

--
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the rubber and oil industries a s r1ell as t he many 

other imports we t ake from the !~etherland East Ind ies 

i s essential to effectively carry out my work here. 

When I s poke to you about the mat t er, you 

thought 1 t was a good plan a nd said that you would 

beer 1t in mind . I e1so took up the sub ject \11th Se ­

cretary or State Hull and Under Secretar y Wi lliam 

Philli ps . They, too , both thought well or it and 

approved the plan. !.:r. Phillips went so f a r as to 

definitely take it up with t he Department and t ol d me 

the day I l ett l"lashineton tha t the Department favored 

i t but t'elt that such action at that moment might be 

misconstrued by the Japanese as unfriendly. You v1ill 

recall that this was just at t he t ime when Japan de­

nounced the ~ashington Nevel Treaty and llr . Phillips 

said t hat t he Depar t ment t'el t it was perha ps an inde­

lica te time to send the American tti n i ster out t o rtether­

land India, pa rticul arl y as the lietherle nd Indian Gove rn­

ment was in rather a tense situation with t he J apanese 

over the trade situation i n the l!etherland Indies . I 

fe lt that the position ot' the Department was en entirely 

reasonable one and, ot' course, nothing was further from 

my thought than to suggest anything which could be mis-
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misconstrued or misunderstood by the Japanese, bu t 

now that the denunciation of the Naval Treaty by the 

Japanese 15 a t'ait accompli, and the tletherland In­

dies Government bas adjourned the trade conference, 

it seems to me that the autumn months of this year 

would be the time for me t o go. I would propose go­

ing by sir on account of the time element i nvolved, 

so that my absence from The Hague woul d not be pro­

longed more than is necessary. Besides, I t hink I 

could make arr angements wi th the Royal Dutch Air Lines 

so that the expense of flying would not greatl y exceed 

the r ete by see . 

\'/h ila in the l<etherland I ndies I should, or 

course, went t o report to the Department on such ques­

tions as seem to me of sufficient importance to warrant 

i t , but I t'eel sure that the Consul Gener al in Batavi a 

would be able to give me sufficient cleri cal ass i stance 

tor that pur pose , so I would not wish or expect any se­

cretarial help to accompany me . I should, however, like 

to t ake Pauline . 

In all the whirl of your busy , active, impor­

tant lite , I hesitate to inject anyth i ng to distract 

your a ttention but it you still approve or my i dee about 
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going to the l:etherlend lndleo, WOuld JOU tell the 

Stute Department eo? 

European conditions continue absorbin6 and 

interesting. A good deal repreaente coaturea rather 

then actual1tiee, but t here 1a no doubt tbat the situa­

tion ia contused and full ot uncertainties end possibi­

lities that ere bard to visualize . the reports l get 

about Cercany ell aeem to agree thet the recent con­

scription edict wea, partially at least, tor boce con­

sumption in order to take the attention or the people 

ott the very grave end distressing tinenoial end eco­

nomic conditions which appear to be close on the brink 

ot collapse; also tbat Ru.seie end the !:est ere =re 

alnrming to Hitler then ITestern Europe. l hnd n t alk 

with Foreign Uinieter de Craett this afternoon. He 

had met Sir John Slmon as be ct.J:e throuch •\mllterde.n on 

his way home from Berlin attar seeing Uitler . According 

to llr . de Cre.etr Sir John Simon telt that Hitler 110.s 

t ar more concerned with the Russian situation on Cercany•o 

3ast than he was with uestcrn !Urope, - in tact, he was 

not particularly concerned about his relations with 

Western EUropo . 

Jesse Straus, whom ! saw on SUnday, told ce 
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that the French are worried and reel tha t nitler• a 

conscription edict is soing to delay or prolong any 

intelligent solut ion of the European quest ion. When 

I was i n Italy l a st Y~Oek tor a few days , I got t he 

impression that t he Italian reaction i n col l ins out 

an increased army wea largely a ges ture, just as I am 

inc lined to believe Abyss i nia IT&.S . Here 1n Holland , 

curiously enough , I find that public opinion and the 

newspaper reports are not so unfriendl y and hostile 

to the German conscription decree a s I would have ex­

pected the~ to be. 

I am delich ted to see by t he paper o that 

Loui s Hofle is gettiJ18 botter and I r..now how relieved 

you must be . Pl ease give him ny best regards . 

I hope you are standing the str ain or this 

Congr essional sess ion and that you are not r.eurtng 

yourself out with all the aultirarious activitiea in 

which you are involved. Grenville Junior told me that 

you we re ki nd enouth t o see him one afternoon when he 

went down to \.aolli nston looki ng for e. Job . TJ1e.nk you 

so muoh . 

Please remember ~• to Eleanor and wi th cy best 

11ishes in which Pauline jo i ns , believe me to be , 



LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
The Ee -ue, J:e t berlau<1s, 

June 15, 193:5 . 

Dear Mr . President: 

1 ;;. I 

Thank you tor your letter or the 

other day giving me the reaction or the State 

Department to my going out to the Dutch East 

Indies as a part or the wor k or this post. I 

reeret the Department ' s decision but I understand 

their position perfectly end acquiesce whole- hear­

tedly i n t heir ruling. Ier beps s ome day, while I 

am here , they may want me to go and, 1t so , I will 

learn a l ot that will be or benefit to the Uni ted 

States and its l!i nister to the Iletherlands . 

I have just eot back r rom a trip to 

Czechoslovakia which .auline and I took by motor , 

driving ourselves. I spent tour days in Prague and 

saw considerable or the utler urichts , which was a 

great pleasure . He is most enthusiastic about his 

post and is very popular with everyone . dtter all 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The lthi te House , 

r/as.hi ngton, D.C. 
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t he pessimi sm over the condit ion of the beautiful 

old palace which houses the American Legation, it 

has now been put i n excellent order, arranged at­

tractively by the Vlrights, and does the U.3 . A. grea t 

credit . I was much interested i n the poli t ical ques­

tions affecti ng Czechosl ovakia but they differ so 

r adically from those affecting this countr y that 

i t is difficult to grasp them in a few days . In 

Czechoslovakia t here are sever al mi llions of Germans 

wher eas here there are probably not more than a hun­

dred thousand all tol d , and in· Czechoslovaki a the 

counter acting influences or Aus tria a s well as Hungary 

are pl a ying strong whereas here they do not exist or 

are negli g i ble . 

Uy wor k he r e continues i nt eresti ng and 

busy. The political situation of th i s country is cer­

tainly not static and at t he moment i t seems to me 

t here is considerable likelihood of political changes 

arising di rectly or indirectly from the i ssue of deva ­

l uation , which is comi ng more and mor e to the front 

as a pol itical quest ion. ,,s I have frequent l y advised 

the Department and I think told you, t his countr y bas 
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had hard sledding and gone throuGh hard timell as a 

result or following a policy or deflation rather t han 

devaluation . However, t he banking situation here is 

so strong and t he ~illars of the arch which wus buil t 

to bridge over or avoid devaluation are so sturdy in 

the shape or men like Colijn and Trip, that purely 

as a practical question it bas up to t he present seemed 

likely that the Government could continue on the pre­

sent gold standard for a con3iderable tine. However, 

the devaluation influence as OpJOSed to t he deflation 

influence has increased consider ably, and it now begins 

to look as though the whole currency and financial policy 

ot the Government might come into the open in Parliament 

on the passage ot the Zoonomy Bill• which is now pending 

and which will begin to be debated about July 1st . Re­

cently there have been two resignations from the Cabinet , 

one by !.liniater ot Education Marchant who gave ae his 

r eason tho.t he had adopted the Roman Catholic faith and 

could no loneer represent the Independent Democratic 

Party; and the other resignation by ~r. Steenberche , 

t he l'1n1eter ot ~conomic d!faire, who was a pro~:~inent 

me~:~ber ot the Catholic Party and who gave as the reason 
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or his resignation that he ~as not i n sympat hy with 

the Government ' s pol icy or defl ation as opposed to 

devaluation, It seems to me not unJ.1ke1y that further 

defections will occur among t he Government ranks and 

the opinion is expressed on many Sides that the Govern­

ment may not be able to pass the Economy Bill without 

considerable amendment , If the Government should be 

defeated on the Economy Bill , it might easily lead to 

a change of Covernnent , Altogether it is an interesting 

s i tuation to observe and follow , 

lcrs , Ruth Bryan Owe n, United States 

ll1n1ster t o Denmar k, is coming to spend tbe Vleek- end 

with us and we are giving her a dinner party tomorrow 

night . I met her last winter at the \'/bite Bouse one 

afternoon when I stopped in to have tea with Eleanor, 

and Mrs , Owen and I arranged then that she woul d cotle 

and see us this spring , 

Last month we entertained the delegates 

t o the Federation of American ',/omen ' s Clubs i n Europe 

which met here , as well as the delegation of American 

Cerden Lovers who came over to see the tulips and attend 

tbe Flower Show, One day we bad a buf f et luncheon for 
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one b11udred and fiftJ persons tit tho Legu tion and a 

few days later an atternoon tea and reception for over 

two hundred, ao that to r a short time Pauline and I 

were kept ver y busy attending to the social side of 

our vis iting compatriots . 

I bope you o r e wel l and a r e standing 

t he terrific str a i n or your l1:fe in .. asbins t on. 1 

know bow tre~endous is the press11re under wbiob you 

live and I hope you are able to ge t some relaxation 

from time to time. I am sure it is grat ifyi ng to you 

to see the way the country ie responding to the N.R. A. 

decision and thet it is obviously the wish or the rank 

and file or the people that the principles wbicb the 

N.R. A. embodies be perpetuated . 

Witb best wishes , believe oe to be , 

Faitbtullf yours , 



\~ IJ1" 

:y 
\ 

Dear Mr . Pres i dent: 

The Hague , Netherlands , 
October 24, 1935 . 

I am coming home on a short trip next week , sailing November 3rd , and am l ooking forwa rd to seeing you in ashington . As I am busy here, and there are many things on hand, I shall not be in the United States for more than three weeks, and ot that time, I want to spend a considerable por­tion at Washing ton, arriving about November lOth. 
This country has managed to survive the various squalls which threatened to send her ott the Gold Standard last summer and the guilder looks now secure tor the time being at any rate . 
As you know, Bolland is making her contri­bution to the action or the League or Nations in applying s anctions against Italy. Jonkheer de Greet!, the Foreign Minis ter, whom you remember when he waa Dutch Minister in Washington, was of­fered the job of presiding over one or the sane­tiona committees or the League of Nations, but out ot abundant caution he declined . However, Holland ia already enacting t he necessary l egisl ation to enable her to comply with the sanctions already passed , and is rapidly icplementing herself to etteotively do her part . 

Pauline sends her affectionate regards to you and Eleanor; she is not coming to America with me as both Patricia and little Pauline are over here, so she will stay on the same side of the 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The \'lhi te Bouse, 

Washington , D. C. 



ocean as they are . 
out .lest and got 1n 
way home. 

I hope you had a tine trip 
some good fishing on your 

Looking tor11ard to seeing you in 1/ash­i ngton next mont h . believe me to be. 

Faithfully yours . 
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LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The Hague , Netherlands , 
February 25 , 1935 . 

~y dear Mr. President : 

I am sending you some data on the Dutch origin of 

the Roosevelt family which I hope will interest you . 

About six weeks ago an article appeared in the 

LONDON TELEGRAPH concerning the Dutch ancestry of the 

Roosevelts in Rolland. I enolase you the article in 

question and also a photogr aph of the overmantel in 

the tovm hall of Vossemeer, in Zeeland , where the 

Roosevelt coat or arms appears and where also they 

point out a house in which one or your ancestors lived . 

The photograph is quite clear and you will see on it 

t he arms or a number of wel l-knovm Dutch families or 

the present day ; Snouok Hurgronje , for instance, whose 

arms appear twice,- once on each side of the picture , 

is one or the beet known Dutch families . Arnold snouok 

Kurgronje i s at present Secretary General of the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs . His position somewhat resembles 

that held by Bill Phillips in our State Department . 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The White Rouse , 

'.'/ashington , D. c . 

..... 1:; 
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I also enclose you a photograph of the Roosevelt 

coat of arms by itself ; I wonder if i t is correct . Hso 

a picture of the to1·m hall at Vossemeer , bearing date 

or Anno 1775 , in which the Rooeevelt arms appear and 

also a photograph or tho house in vossemeer supposed 

to have been occupied by one or your ancestors . It 

occurred to me that these ci&ht be of interest to soma 

ganaaloglcally-nlndad ~ember or t~e faoily , and eo I an 

sendinr theo on to you. ~so r copy or an article 

appeerins in the Dutch paper , DE T!LEGRAAF , or "anuary 

l , 1935 , in which there is an account of the fame your 

f!ll'lily name has brou15ht to Voaeameer , >~bich I have had 

transl ated end send to you here1dth. 

The activities of armament building and war prepa­

ration continue unabated in Europa, I have kept the 

State Department fully advised as to what is happening 

in this country ·•hich is , or course , of significance in 

view or its geographical position. Belgium and France , 

in cooperation , have reinforced and built up their for­

tifications to a point tthere Germany , i f she ever went 

in t he same direction as she did i n 1914 , would probably 

be forced to go ocr oaa that narrow peninsula- shaped point 
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or Holland comprising a portion or the Province or Lim­

burg. At one par t it is only about three miles wide. 

The result has been that Holland has commenced with 

energy and speed to build up and reinforce its defenses 

so that it will be in a position t o contest the advance 

or any i nvader . Neither the newspapers nor the public 

officials make any secret of it . In view or Vlhat Germany 

has done in building up her army and what Belgi um in 

connection with France is doing in buildi ng up her army 

and strengthening her defenses, the Dutch frankly say 

that t hey are going to do the same . In addition t o the 

annual budgetary all owance ror t he army , the second 

Chamber r ecentl y passed a bill authorizing the expendi­

ture of fifty- three million f l orins , a large sum for 

this country , for the strengthening and upbuilding of 

t he army and navy. A considerable portion or i t will 

be used in the Dutch East Indies . Already seven bombing 

planes for service i n Dutch India have been ordered from 

t he Glenn Mart in company i n the United States, and it 

is expected t hat orders for about twenty-thirty more 

wi ll be pl aced i n t he next year or so . 

With the danger signal flying in t he shape of 

mil itary preparations in t he making on ell sides ,- and 
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of oourse England is in it on a big scale , - you natu­
rally wonder ~here t he trouble is going to begin, and 
when. That is not so easy to put your finger on at the 
MOment . I think one of the things for whioh you must 
give Hitler credit (and there are not many in that ~ate­
gory) is that he has perceptibly eased the anti-French 
feeling in Carmany. In some way he baa turned the na­
tions ' s swivel, and tha front or bitter German hatred of 

France , which always was so much in evidence , seems to 
have been turned in some other direction. It seems to 
me that fear of Russia ie more pronounced. Uy feeling 
is that Hitler really has not at the moment deep designs 
against the French . He ie more concerned with what Rus­
sia and Poland are doing and also czechoslovakia. Per­
haps, to be fair , one should give Laval some credit for 
this too. Now that t he latter is out , there may be a 
change , particularly as the Franco-Soviet Pact is up 
for debate in France and is backed by Flandin . 

Accept my heartiest congratulations on the fine move 
you made in Pan-America. It came at a moat opportune 
time and will have good results . On Hashing ton • a birth­
day I had, as usual , a luncheon for all the Pan-American 
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~iplomata in service here , inclu~ing two JU~ges from 
the Court or International JUstice - from Salvador and 
Colombia . Everyone spoke in the highest terms or whet 
you have done towards solidifying and unifying Pan­
American relations and letting an example to t he rest 
or the world ror correct behavior in international at­
fairs . Your call ror a conference to consolidate peace 
in North and South America met with an enthusiastic 
response . 

The Itslian-Bthiopian war seams to be going more 
in ravor or Italy. Taliani , the Italian ~inister hera, 
whom I see a good deal, tells me that he thinks the 
League or Nations is over and that England is in an 
embarrassing situation. Taliani is undoubtedly very 
clever . He has just written an excellent book on Ruseia , ­
notes or a diary he kept when he was on post in Ruesia 
at the tioe or the revolution. It had a great success 
in Italy and Franca and will be translated into English. 
I will send you a copy when it comes out, 

As I told you when I saw you in Washington last 
November, I want to do what I can to help this summer 
and I expect to come to .Acerica for six weeks or so . 
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You told me that I might be nble t o help you in !Jew 

York and I will , of course , be delighted to do any ki nd 

of apeecb making or missionary work that ;rim Farley or 

Forbes l'organ think desirable. A.a to the beat time to 

come , I had rather figured on August and t he first half 

of September , although if you think any other time would 

be better, I can make my plans accordingly. The impres­

sion I get over here is that you .,ill be r eelected with­

out much difficulty. I auppoee there are certain epot s 

where there may be defections , but that ia natural enough 

and they do not cause me much concern . The news I get 

from New York is satisfa ctory; there is to be expected 

some uphill work t here - but Al Smith seems to have been 

a flop and the opposition will melt under the sun of 

returning prosperity. 

Please forgive t his long letter, and with affectionate 

r emembrances to Eleanor , believe me to be , 

As ever , 

P.S . I wae eorry t o see i n the paper yesterday t he death 
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ot your cousin, Henry L. Roosevelt, the Asaistant 
Secretary or t he Nevy. Although I had not met him, he 
was doing a tine Job in your old ahoaa and everyone 
apoke highly or him. 
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IN t1~ ClkDLE OF ThE ROOS::.~LTS 

Oude-Vossemeer on the Isle or Tolen 

Does the fumily of America ' s President descend 
from this place? 

The traveler who has passed Jteenbergen and ·oes straight . 
west into Zeeland, reaches the forgotten village of Oud-Vosse-

meer, where the rorerathers or President Roosevelt are supposed 

to have lived . This secret was revealed by the Archives . A 

great President orig inated from a small ~eelsnd villaee . 11111 

.this ract nake the village famous? 

We are ~oinp to have a look at this little place, of 

which we once heard the name because 1 t lies in the r;etherlo.nds 

but of which we have never even seen t he church tower, because 

it is f ar away, hidden 1n the Realm of Loneliness . 

To Oud-Vosaemeer, the road leeds through the low land, 

which is deadly quiet . Nothing but an extensive, empty field , 

along a road lined with willows and paved with rouch cobbles, ­

hothing but peace end quiet; at the crossroads we see a hotel 

celled "De Zwarte Ruiter" (The Black Horsetlan) . Then we cross 

the wide Eendraoht Canal , taking the ferry, which i s tho only 

vessel . Two men on wooden shoos operate it by drawing a ca ble; 

their rhythmic steps making the impression or a folklore dance. 

On the other side of this wide water, we find OUD-V033~'·"•R , 

the village ot the Roosevelts, a village which is just t he same 

as it was centuries ago. It lives its own very modest lire, 

having u town- hall with one room and a Church, in which is 

located the 'Chandelier ot Roosevelt • . 
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Is it true that t he President or tbe United Stutes 

ie or leeland blood? Is the great discovery correct that 

the forefathers of this Roosevel t perhaps lived here tor 

centuries? lias the toelund farmer K 1 a a s Roosevelt who , 

acoompunied by his Zeeland ltife , J a n n e t j e G o v a r t s 

went to America , a lon~ time ago , the forefather of the l're­

sident? 

Letters rroa the United Jtates, sent a short while a go 

to L~. U. P. F .van Deventer, director of the General Netherland 

Tourist ASSOCiation, led an inquiry. A group or Roosevelt 's 

admirers over there , i n America, owme to the conclusion that 

the President or the United .Jtates sprang from a Netherland 

generation. Mr. van Devonter followed up the 1nvest1eat1ons 

in ~eeland , and a few days ego a meeting held at the town- hall 

i n Oud- Vossemeer was devoted to the question. This meeting 

was attended by cambers or the coerd or the Provincia~ ~ourist 

Traffic Association, the bur-omaster (mayor) Dr. J . J . Versluys , 

and the 3ecretary. 

Is the President descended rrom a Zeeland f amily? Whet 

do the old baptism re -iators stty? \That have the old yellow 

documents in the archives to tell us? 

1/e had an interview w1 th ltr . van Oeventer. 
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The baptism r egisters , which can disclose the absolute 

proof of Roosevelt' s desce~ are now kept by the ' tate Archi­

vist a t Middelbur g , Mr , van Deventer said . ~he archivis t was 

instruct ed by the Mi nister of Education to make an investiga­

tion. In the history of Oud-Vossemeer Roosevelt ' s name 1s 

often found , be it with one "o" , 

(In this connection it may be noted t hat in the eight­

eenth centur y there was no definite rule for the spelling of 

proper names, Tbe same name ?tes often written in different 

ways i n the various deeds or documents , so that "oo" or "o"; 

e. "d" instead of a "t"; e.n "s" in place of a "z"; tbe prefix 

of "van" does not make much difference ) . 

Tbe Roosevelts were a fami ly of t r easurers (land agents) 

end one of the descendants was 3eoretary at the to1m- hell of 

Rotterdwn, vther e in the St ,Laurenco Church a tombstone is found 

bearing his name . In Oud- Vossemeer there are still three home­

steads which belonged to the Roosevelts , 

The investigations are being continued fli th diligence . 

Persons well versed in t be bistory of Vossemeer a re searching 

old books, and the inhabitants of t he vi llage have a ki nd of 

devot ion for the big brass chandelier in the f!etherland Reformed 

Church, a present of one of President Roosevelt's forefathers . 

The polished br ass beers the following inscription: 
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"Joha.nnis van Rosevel~ , formerly schoolmaeter at 

Scherponisso, son of ~he late Pie ter van Rosevelt , 

f ormerly schoolmaster und verger at Oud- Vossemeer . 

To and for the uae of this Church," 

Tho town-hall also guards its memories o1' ~his famous 

name . This small , pleasan~ town- hell , whore burgomaster 

and municipal council meet in the same room, whore civil 

marriage ceremonies are performed , and where all official 

ceremonies of Vossemeer t ake place , serves also for the 

meetings of the proprietors or the building. For the town­

hall of Vossemeer is t he proper ty or the Manor or Oud and 

!lieu• Vossemeer and Vrijberthe ,- an old U3Dor House placed 

at the disposal of the Commune (municipali ty) . 

I t contai ns only one special ornament, the mantle 

piece, bearing the coats or a rms or many old portly f amilies . 

At the top, on the r ich t - hand side of this group or arms , 

there is tbe emblem of the Roosevelta . This is a so-ct l led 

canting arms. Above ~he partition line ·a chevron with three 

roses , under i t a climbing lion, probably the heraldic figure 

or an allied fUQ! ly. 

This cost or arms, at least the portion containinc the 

chevron and the t hree roses, is supposed to belong to tho 

Roosevelt who wont to America ••••••• 
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The inhabitants of Oud-Vossemeer ere discussing t he 

fame of their village - but are quietly •·raiting f or what 

will happen. Perhaps this celebrity mi ght attract foreign­

ers; if so, so much the better, - it may contribute to the 

prosperi t y of their village. For Oud- Vossemeer also bas 

its cares , even if it would seern that it bas escaped the 

influence of the times. rfuen we visited the town-ball we 

found a list of unemployed, 272 out of a population of 

2263, all of them agricultural workers having no means of 

subsistence . 

Oud-Vossemeer, "Roosevelt ' s Village" , i s entering upon 

the New Year with a possibility of new celebrity. 

The Tourist Traffic KSSocietion is not letting this 

opportunity pass and is making further researches into the 

history of a great name ; and vrbat about Roosevelt himself? 

"Nothing doing" , a v i llager complained, "He does not 

care . When the Church , in which ' his ' chandelier i s hanging, 

bad to be r epaired, a request was made, asking him to con­

tribute , but nothing has come of it. 
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D E T E L E G R A A F 

(Amsterdam , The Netherlands 
Januery 1 , 1935) 

WO<IIIda1 1 ]anuari 1936 D! 

IN DE BAKERMAT VAN DE ROOSEVEL'n 
OUD-VOSSEMEER 

OP TOLEN. 

1 (;>Slantt van bier de familie 
A • • van Am erika' a 
Z.... ~ Preoident? 

OUDE HERINNERINGEN 

Bu .... lllot•l ..cl• z,...~ •••••,. r-t • 
,._., at o .. l:ri.Jd a th ,.., • • '""' 

...... , ... lift 0 ••• , ......... ,.. 

Ja, 1.00 komt de reiiiJ er. die St'N'•t..rsen aeb· 
ter aida beeft ~D rqelrtclH uar htt Wuten. 
lll«t taad 4er Z..uw..-n ltJ~ IMt, Ia bte 
nrretea dor~Je. wur dt Yootoude~ nn pre• 
•Sd~Dt ROCMitnlt ~tltetd IOUdtn hebbell. Dt ar­
ebltvu b•b"a dlt ftlbt-lm oatbu14: eec lf'OOt 
~~trellldeut atamt tilt eu lllela Z.• u•sell dorp. 
.la.l d ll de rottn vaa )let dorP wordt aT 

S11. wU 1•&11 dat ctorp Hill •lea. Oat plu\111•. 
wa&N'aa wU dtD n .. m ua• boordeo om4tt bet 
Ned.rlan• 11. man waarn a wU noolt dea llerll­
torta UltD, doontat bet vtr WtJ, to h tt1 at .. 
ltfll ll&t wearealoteo Sa bet RQk der Efnu.am· 
!Mid. 

Nur OtUI·\·ouemnr: door btl la1e lanll, 
d" l tlller Ia dill ttll. Door 1tHds da t wljh, 
'"'' nlrt, la•c• dhtn •ll1en-wec lhU ru•• 
11:11all~r.., Ina• btl bolwt.rk na r11•t oa stilt11, 
H1l llJefa wit hula (IIJ .,. .. apllttla« <r.tJa dfen 
....,.: boto1 . .do Zwa rto Rulter .. J Ba du our 
,. brHd1 ... dr.rlll. _.. Mi po~~t. •t• 11.,t 
... ,, • ..,.rt•l• lt. Tw" hfC.h'- met lllompea 
'"1111 .. ua du kabe.l, met woadtriUk rbFtl•· 
•••• ,...._., ... ''' no rotkton.utcbt , ... 
IQL 

A- U ....... plna .. wal« Qrl ..... _ .... ..., ... -...-. _...., ..... _ ... __ ,.... 
.... Ita& ....... 'Nod, ........ ..... 
............... naft•lt ..... ....... ... __ ............. -__ . 

- --=:r~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ ::::: __ ............. -.Ia() .. . 

y I . ......... *ll ........ n • ... ... .. ........ " .......... ....... 
1/YI!.RIC ONDERZOEIC: 
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llet wapee """ f'ell ckr Van Rooe.elto. De kral 

hun bet odillcl io oleehto veroieria1. Het 

ei1ealijke famlllewape11 lo cle It~ - cle 

drie roaea, _, .... o,...t.end w-. 
In Amerlka Ia een acha ... bewonderaare no 
ltooeenlt tot de conclaale &ekomea, dat de 
Jl'elldeat all eea Nedertandacb &ealacbt atunl 
De beer Van Dnenter aelte Ia zeeland dt na­
aporla&en •oort. eo enkele dacen celedea Ia er 
In Oud-Voaaemeer'a .aemeentebule aelfa ten 

•er&8derla& ua &ewUd. Dear kwamea be­
etunreledeo ••a de Pro•laclale Vereeai&IDI 
•oor Vreemdellncen Verkeer blleen. Daar wa­
ren ook de bur&emeeater, mr. J. J. Verelun en 
de aecretarla . Yea daze cemeente aanwutc. 
Stamt de preeldent ult een Zeeuwacb &eelacbt! 
Wat ze11en de oude doopboekeo! Wat weten de 
•erceelde docuo•eoten ult bet ar~bler blerom· 
trnt mede te det'len! 

Wlf hebben een onderhoud ceh8d met den 

Hat oaderaotk IUl YOOrt. Keaall'l Y&a de ... 
adtledeala •u V __ , aalllhlea Ia ou1 

lloelrea, •• de aadera bewonera YID deae pluta 
alea met lllra llefde op aaar da 1root• toperea 
llroonlamp Ia lit Ned. Henormde Kerk, een 

eadeaa Yan ... dn .,Yoo"aderea •an preeldent 
ltcJioM Yell" . 

In het 1tana.,.d loper 1•1rltt, atua deae 
woordeo: 

,1JOAOIIIIII t'U ROI<!rtll, Ill let'tll 1~11001· 

,.,.eller te Bcllerpe1111ee, 110011 "o" •r lllr!l 

l'lder t'O!l Rourtll, Itt lece11 •~lloolollttl· 

kr til /tooter te O•II·Vout•uer. Ao11 til 

It~~ lt&r•lke t'OII deze ktrk" , 

en epeurt vtrder naar de ltl('hledeole .. .,. ... 
1roo1 ~n naam. l!:a Koo•nelt arll~ 

- Ach, aeen, ll:laa1de "'" bewoa .... - die 
trekt er atch aleta un aan. Toea de ltert, 
waarln ,.zijn" krooalamp bao1t, b.,ateld moell 
wonlen. htefl men hem om eta bljdra1a nr­
zo~h t! Maar er fa olela 1ekomen . •...• 

Ooll bet ra8dbula bewaart aijn he,rlnnerlnze,nl ••==:::::: • 

aan de&en be~aclea ...... Ott "'"''ae. 
ltmMatehale. waar burl(tmeeater en ralodt~e · 1 
den YerJ8dPren Ia hetaelfde -ertrek, waar 
pearU.a trouwea, waar beet Voeaemeer'a 
fltleele beetaaa alch Yollrekt en waar ook 
Ytrladeren, die el,enure .. n bet bouw•vtr·k• 
aijnl 

Want bet aladhule te Vouemeu 11 el,rendoml 
nn ~Oe Ambaehubeerlijkhelcl nn Oud­
Nieuw Vo11emeer en Vrijberrbe N.V." Een 
. .Ambaebta·Heerenhule", ter beachlkftln1 
lleld na de &emeeate. 

Slecbte Ha bUaoader Mcor beYat dlt r•· 
meeotebuli: den aeboorateenmaotel, waarop 

de wapeae nn nle oade, deft11e famlllu 

aUa ultaebeeld. Oelleel boYenua. recbte 

no deae wapen•Mrle, heYiodt alch bet 

embleem der RoaeYelta, 

Het I• eea &.J. ,,aprekead" wapen, BoYea de 
deellUn een lleper, Yer,eaeld nn drle roaoa, 
ar onder eea kUmmende leeuw, deae •ermoe­
deiUir de wapnnruar nn eea &eallleerde ra­
mllle, 

DJt wapen, or ten mlaete bet deel met de ke· 
per en de drfe rona. aou due ook aan den Roo­
MYelt ull Amerlta bebooreo .... 

De bewoaere nn Oud-Voeaemeer apreken 
onr den ontwakeadea roem Yan hua dorp -
maar •ll wacbten ruiiiJ ar. Mlaacblea aou aulk 
eea nnaaardbeld neemdellnrea lrunaen trek· 
ten: dee te beter, hun dorp kna er wei biJ 
yaren. 

NIEUWE Z0RCEN. 
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htel' Vaa Oeveater. I Want oot Vou~mHr btltft •Un rnodtrnt~ aOr· 
- De doopbotllea , .... ruh bet abtolutt be· 111. al I !Jilt bet or dt lUdta hlf:r •••n lnvlotd 
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A. coats or arms over the mantel piece in the Town 

Hell at Voeeemeer . 

B. The ornament on top or the escutcheon is only an 

embel lishment . The actual family blazon consists 

or the chevron with the three roses , a so-call ed 

canting arms . 

c . This house once was the property or one or the 

Vosseme er branches of the fami ly of the Van Roee­

vel ts . 

D. The chandelier in t he Dutch Reformed Church at 

Oud-Vossemeer , which was presented by a Van Rose-

velt . 

E. The Town Hall at Oud Voeeemeer . 
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Dear Mr. President: 

'?.., F ·. 1<-rt\.,. r-<f, 
...., 

c~ 

'!'he Hague, Netherlands , 
JUne 30 , 1936. 

I marely wish to send you m:t hear­
tiest congratulations on the splendid speech 
accepting your renomination as President which 
you delivered last night in Philadelphia. It 
seemed to me to hit just the right note and to 
arouse the energy and enthusiasm or your suppor­
ters to a point where they will repeat their per­
f ormance ot 1932 and reelect you comfortably . 

I am looking forward to sailing from 
here the middle ot August , arriving 1n New York 
about August 20th and spending tour weeks there 
at National Headquarters doing what I can to help 
the campaign. If there is any work you wish me 
to do , any people that I oan see, any help or as­
aistanoe I oan give • please oommau1me . 

Everything is going well here. You 
may be intereated to hear that the othe.r day, when 
I saw Dr . Colijn, he expressed himself very vehe­
mently in favor or the policy or your Administration 
towards negotiating foreign trade agreements with 
other countries. He aaid it had done more than 
anything since the war to tree the foreign trade or 
the nations ot the world from the artificial 
ahaoklee and restrictions that had been placed upon 
it and were stirling it. He condemned the plank 1n 
the Republican Platform which blamed your Adminia­
tration tor negotiating these t rade treatiea and 
promised a change 1n policy 1n that respect. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White Houae, 

Washington • D.C . 



Pauline aends her love to Eleanor 
and we both join 1n wishing you complete and en­
tire success in the coming campaign. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
August, believe me t o be, 

Aa ever , 

Fai thtully yours, 

~.-· 
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The Hague , l<etherlands, 
August 11, 1936 . 

Dear Mr. President: 

I beg to enolase you herewith translations 

of a letter which I have received from Professor Dr. 

van Poelje, Secretary Genera l of the Department of Edu­

cation, Arts and Sciences, a translation of a letter 

from the State Archivist, Bijlsma , and a translation 

of a report from ths State Archivist, Bijlsma , all re­

lated to the research which has been made for the 

rather and place of origin or Claes 1:aertensz Roosevelt, 

the head or your family in America who emigrated to New 

Amsterdam, 

After receiving your letter last Uaroh , I had 

several conferen ces with Prof. van Poel j e, who was much 

interested in t he subject and who at my request caused 

a search and thorough investigation to be made by the 

State Archivist, and the enclosed are the results which , 

Pr esident Franklin o. Roosevelt , 
The ~hite House , 

Vlaebington, D.c. 

a l though ••• 
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althouah 1noonoluaive, nevertheless show most oaretul 

and thorough researob work. I 8lll afraid they explode 

the idea that he oame from Voesemeer . ~here is still 

a possibility that Dr. Callenbaoh'a statement as to the 

Delft origin of the Roosevelt faoily , mentioned in the 

Arohivist •s report, may be substantiated by finding a 

notariRl deed or the year 16~1 and if any information 

from that direotion is forthcoming, I will or course let 

you know or it at once. 

I also bave still to hear from an Amerioan 

archlviat who bas bean working in Holland and who at 

my request has been looking into the origin or the 

family, but it may be some time before I get a repor t 

from him, as he has gone back to America . Also it is 

still possible that through the kindness or l'r . Snouclt 

Hurgronje, the secretary General or the Foreign Office, 

I may get some further information, but I rear that 

nothing will be turned up that has not already been 

round by the State Archiviet, eo that I do not want to 

lead you to hope too optimistically that I am going to 

be able to give you oore aatieractory r esults . 

I ha•e t he originals (in Dutch) or the enclosed 

papers • • • 

• 
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papers , which I have filed here in the Legation . If 

you wish them, or course they are available at any time. 

As I expect to go to America next week , arrivine; in l'aw 

York August 27th , I hope I shell have the pleasure or 

seeing you soon and perhaps I can talk over Ylith you then 

t he enclosures of this letter . 

I am anxious to e:et home to get into the stru&s].e 

8S soon 8S possible and am looking forward to doing any­

thing there is for ce to do to help along your election. 

There has been a decided change here during the last 

mont h in the reeling about your political strength, but 

you will be intere seed to hear that de Graeff , the Forei(ln 

Minister , told me the other day that van Haersma de \'11 th , 

t he Dutch ~inister to ~aahington , had reported to him 

that there is no doub t but that you will be reelected 

fa irly easily. From what I hear t he fight is going to be 

a bitter one and I want to do my utmost in the campaign , 

When I ge t to :•ew York I will report at Demo­

oratic national Headquarters and I hope to be able to 

get up to Hyde Park or to ~ashington and see you as soon 

afterwards as you can see me. I hope you are standing 

the racket and the woer and tear or the campaign well 

and • •• 
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and aro no~ worr1o4 about the result , Your rrionda 

v.tao stood behind you in 1932 will do aa good e Job th1a 
year . 

Peul1ne aonds her love to you and ! loanor,and 

looking tor~.ard to aeeins you aoon, believe ce to be, 

All ever, 



D.'VESTIGATIOH RE CLAES I!AERTID.SZ ROOSEVELT 

Content s : 

Translation of letter dated JUly 29 , 1936 , 
from Prof. Dr. van Poelje, Director Gene­
ral of Uinist ry of Educat ion, Arts & 
Sciences, to Grenville T . Emmet, American 
Uinister , transmitting a copy of a letter 
and report from the State Archi vist, 
Bi jlsma. 

Translation Of letter dated APril 20 , 1936 , 
from state Archivist Bijl ame to t he Direc­
tor General Of Education , Arts & Soienoes , 
Prof. Dr. van Poelje. 

Translation of report, dated JUly 13 , 1936 , 
from state Archivist Bijlsma to Prof. Dr. 
van FOelje, Director Gener~l of Education, 
Arts & Sciences . 

• 



Translation 

MllriSTRY OF EDUCATION 
ARTS &. SCIENCES 

Excellency: 

THE P .AGUE , 
J\lly 29 , 1936. 

I am sending herewith to Your Excellency copy of a 

report of the State Archivist regarding t he investigation 

as to the forefathers of President Roosevelt . 

I also attach copy of a previous letter which is re­

ferred to in the beginning of the report . 

I am sorry that the research did not lead to any 

positive result . 

There is still a small possibility that Dr . callen­

bach•s statement as t o t he Delft origin of the Roosevelt 

family , mentioned in the State Archivist's report , has 

been derived from a notarial deed of the year 1551 . This 

will hsve to be ascerta i ned in the municipal archives of 

Rotterdam. I will endeavor to cause t his research to be 

made , although it will probably require a great deal of 

time . Should it produce any result , I wi ll inform Your 

Excellency concerning it. 

Should President Roosevelt be in possession of fUr­

ther data about his forefathers which is unknown to us , 

the possession of such data might per haps f acilitate rur-

ther •• • 
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rurt.her inquiries. 

Meanwhile I reJ:lain , 

To His sxoellenoy 
crenville T. !meet, 
Envoy Extraordinary end 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States or 
AJ:~ar ioa, 
The Hague. 

Yours respectfully , 
( sie ned) von Poelje 

Secretary-General or the Oepart~ent or Education, ArtS & Soienoea 
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Translation 

STATE ARCHIVES TEE liAGUE , 
A,pril 20 , 1936 . 

No . 234 B 

Reply to Letter 
dated l!arch 27 , 1936 . 

No. 1902 K. w. 

Re : Promotion of Tourist Traffic 

In compl iance with above-mentioned letter , which 

is being returned herewith, I have the honor to intorm 

Your Excellency that the research for the ori gin of the 

ancestor of the Roosevelt generation, which is e stab-

lished in North America , bas been lll!lde in tour archives 

and that the research in two of them must be considered 

as having been terminated . Up till now these investiga­

tions did not reveal any indication r egarding the ori gin 

ot Class Uartensz Roosevelt. 

To His Excellency 

The Minister of Education, 
Arts &. sciences. 

THE STATZ A.qCHIVIST 

(signed) Bi Jlsma 

A true oopy of the original . 

The secretary-General of Edu­
cation Arts & Sciences: 

(si gned) van Poeljs 



Translation 

STATE ARCHIVES 

No . 431 B 

Reply to Letter dated : 
December 28 , 1935 & April 2? , 1936 

No . 6'722 & Jl"O , 2447 K,?f, 

Re : Promotion of Tourist Traffic 

THE HACUE , 

JUl y 13 , 1936. 

Further to my letter of April 20 , 1936 , I have the 

honor to submit t o Your Excellency en expos~ of the re ­

search tor the rather and the place of ori gin or Class 

Martensz Roosevelt , who emigrated to Hew A!Usterdam . 

In making these investigations , it appeared to be 

necessary to reckon with the probability that the family 

name Roosevelt was not assumed by clees ?Jartensz until 

during his stay in North America . we find his neme !Uoc-

laes Maer tens en mentioned when he , accompanied by his wife, 

Jannetje Hamel , on August 16 , 1655, makes a declaration 

before the Al dennen of r'ew Amsterdam (an English transla­

tion or this declaration was publi shed in The Records of 

New Amsterdam , 1653-1676 , I 339 , New York 189?) , 

From the extensive literature concerning the genea lo­

gies of !letherland generati ons , it is known how many persons 

in the seventeenth century proceeded to add a second name 

to their Christian name (first name) and patronymic (like 

To His Excellency 
The Minister of Education, 

Arts & Sciences. 

tor . . . 
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for 1natanc$ llichiel Adriaen$Z , who changed hie name 

into de Ruyter) . In select.ing a femily nane it often 

happened t.hat this was derived from the n&Ee of the bouse 

or the homestead t.he person owned or lived in . It also 

frequently happened that , when th$ rather bad no family 

name and the eon , on t he occasion of his baptls~ , wee 

called after the grandfather on hie mother's side VlhO 

already had a family naoe , the eon assumed, together 

with the Christian name, also the flll!.ily n~me . The Rot­

terdac family van Hogendorp , ror instance, descends from 

Lenaert Lenaertz , who married !!sri tge cornel1sdr. van 

Rogendorp; the son of this couple , Cornelis , celled him­

self Cornelle van Rogendorp . For this reason also it is 

not advisable to maintain the euppoei tion t.hat t•aertln 

Roosevelt ie t.he progenitor in patriarchal line of the 

American Roosevelt generation. 

The research therefore must aim to find a Maerten , 

of whom it can be shown that he is the father of Olaes 

llaertenez who cr ossed the oceon to America. It is na­

tural that the research tor this l'aerten should be ini­

tiated by looking 1n the first place for persons , living 

1n the ciddle of the 17th century, who bore the name or 

Roosevelt • • • 
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Roosevelt , 

As regarde persons belonging to a lineage or which 

~bars , known under t he racily nama or Rooeovelt , lived 

i n tho seventeenth century on t he island or Tholen 1n 

the places Tholen and Oud-Voaeeoeer , extensive informa­

t ion wee published by Mr. J', van der llinne i n a periodical 

called "Do Nederlandsche Leou~ . volumes 1901 , 1902 and 

1911. In t he final article , data beve been incorporated 

which had been cocpiled by cr. Hollestelle in Tholen. 

FrOm this publication it appears that endeavors made at 

the time to trace Clees !lartenez Roosevelt in the documents , 

or f ind somebody who might have been his rather , were un­

suoceestul. 

A map of t he island or ':'helen drawn by Rattinga 1n 

1744 (a copy or which is being kept in t he state Archives) 

shows a razed dike situated on "Het Rosevelt" ; this site 

was situated 1n the manor of Tholen which is adjacent to 

the polder of "Oud-Poortvliet" . 

In completion or the research work done by Mr . van 

dar Uinne and Ur. Hollestelle , it was considered desirable 
• 

to cause a research to be made in the archival documents 

originating from Tholen and kept in the State Archives 1n 

zeeland ••• 
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Zeel&nd, from which documents d&t& IILJ.gllt be derived con­

cerning the proprietors or leaseholders of hocesteads 

situated in the manor of Tholen , knovm 1n that district 

as ~aet Rosevald" . 

AS the reeult of a lengthy search in t he State Ar­

chives or Zealand , extensive material concerning these 

homesteads has been collected. This investigation - I am 

told by the Government Arch1 vist in Zeeland - neither re­

vealed a Cl ass !lartensz nor a L!aerten of whom it could be 

shown that he had a son by the name or Claaa. special 

attention was devoted to the collection of data regarding 

!.!aerten Cornelisz Gelderaman, ~1ho during the period la49-

1654 o•.ned a homestead on the Rosevelt and emigrated after 

having been declared bankrupt. 

In order to cause another courea to ba followed I 

addressed myself to the &cting state Archiviat in r:orth 

Holland , who in his turn called for the assistance of 

the municipal archivist or Amsterdam. The roeearch con­

cerned the Van Roosevelt family of Amsterdam and Eaarlem, 

which in genealogical literature was known from the mar­

riage contracted 1n l&aa between Engeltje Fabricius (the 

daughter of a uaarlem City Father) and Theodoor van Roose-

velt ... 
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Roosevelt . In the deed ot betrothal Dirck van ~oosevelt , 

a urchant, born in Amaterd41!1, 1s mentioned aa tho bride­

groom. 

An investigation made as to tho members ot this Roose­

velt generation, which existed about the middle ot the 

seventeenth century, showed that in Amsterdam lived the 

brothers Vol ckert Cornelisz ., pharmacist, on the Prinse­

graoht, and Pieter Cornelisz ., carpenter ' s mate , on the 

Rosegracht . It appears that tho brothers, who married -

tho one in 1632 and the other in 1642 - both a aaw:ed tho 

family ll8.ll!& Van Roosevelt. volokert appears tor the ti:·,t 

time under this name in a deed ot 1640 . 

The investigation 1nto other members ot this family , 

about whom tho municipal arch~viat ot Amsterdam supplied 

oxaot in!ormation, neither revealed a Claes L'aertensz nor 

a Meerten lv!:lO might be considered as the father ot the 

Claes !Jaertensz who emigrated to America, 

A third investigation was made ot the archives cover­

ing tomer jurisprudence ot the barony ot l<asaenaar and 

zuydwijck, kept in the State Archives. It was known to me 

that north ot the village of Wassenaar, on the Oostdorperweg 

~ .E . aide) there was a homestead which in tho beginning of 

a1ghtaanth century was known by the naco or Rooaoveldt. It 

was ••• 
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was quite possible that the name dated back fro~ a tor­
mer period end that s proprietor or leaseholder derived 
his family name trom t he homestead . 

The history of this homestead oould be followed , 
!'rom the deeds of conveyance executed before the Aldermen 
or ,/assenear and ZuydwiJ ole , a8 tar a8 the beginnina or the 
seventeenth century. In the doou:ents no name has been 
found, however , that might indicate any relation to class 
!!aertensz. 

Inqu1Des made at the municipal archives in Rotterdam 
and Deltt were also without result. 

In Dr. Callenbaoh 's publication called "Rotterdam 
Cathedral" is stated on page 31 t hat the ex-President or 
the United States ot tTorth Al!lericu descended "fr om Olaes 
l'aartensz Rosevelt , who lett Delft and " ent to A:;erioa in 
1651" (this statement does not appear in the edition con­
taining the " etherland version). Dr. oallenbach , on being 
questioned thereon, stated t hat he thought he remembered 
that w~en he wrote his booklet he received this intor~­
tion from the then municipal archivist or Rotterdam, The 
present tunotionary in Rotterd&Q reported that he ooneulted 
the oorreepondenoe of his predecessor of the period during 

wb1oh . • • • 
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which Dr . Callenbach wrote his booklet , but that he did 

not rind any indication on the subJect. 

In reply to cy inquiry at the municipal archives in 

Del ft , the assistant or this institution i nformed me t hat 

in ths correspondence or the municipal archivist ot ths 

year 1910 a letter to Rottsrdan wes round , stating that 

an investigati on of the archival doouaents or Deltt did 

not produce anything regarding Claea uaortonsz Roosevelt . 

The assistant aforementioned added that a renewed invea­

tisation ttade by her into the presence in DeLrt or a 

Class l'aertenaz produced no results , 

In my opinion there \lara no sutficient indications 

to justify enquiries t o be mftda in other directions. In 

connecti on with Dr . Callenbach •s stat~nt , we must reckon 

ldth the roasibility that his allegati on as to the Delft 

origin of tbe Roosevelt ramily wna derived rrom some dOcu­

ment i n the Rotterdam municipal arobives. In this connec­

tion we must devote attention in the tirst place to some 

notarial deed or tho year 1&~1. I did not take tbe l1bsrty, 

h~•ever , of extending the investigation into this direction 

because I did not oonsidsr it juatitiablo to cause official 

time to be spent in lengthy investigations to be made on 

euob •.• 
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such vague inrorcation as ~he Rotterdam clue regarding 
Claea l!aertenaz Roosevelt •" origin rroo Delft ;.roved to 
be . 

The enclosures attached to the letter of Your Excel-
lenoy are returned herewith . 

THE STATE ARCHIVIST 

(signed) Bi jlsma 

A true copy or the , ori~inal . 
The Secretary General or Education, ArtS &. SCiences: 

(signed) van Poolje 
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TKE 11HITE HOUSE 

WASHIIIGTON 

c 0 p y 

Deo . 23rd, 19~8. 

lly dear Prlnceu Jullanai-

At thle t ime ot your opproaohlng 

urr1age, 1t at fordo lira. Rooeevel t and M part1oular 

pleasure t o extend to you and the Prince Consort our 

Yery alnoere tel1o1tat1ono. Beoauae or our anceotral 

tlee with The Natharl ando, we heYe alweyo taken a 

epeeul 1ntereot ln the well- being or your family and 

your natlon. We wleh tor you both all hAppiness and 

proeperi ty, and eend to you our moot cordial greetinge. 

Faithf ully youro, 

FRANKLIN 0. ROOSE:Vi:LT 

Her Royal Hl ghneea 

The Princeee Juliana 

The Hague 
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MICIIII&:••~•At.~)O\INICA,..... tO 

THI: .. Co4tCT4.1t'l' Of" fTATC 
....... ,..._. .. c. 

In reply refer to 
PC 856. 0011/39 

My dear !11ss LeHand : 

D EPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASH INGTON 

llarch 3, 1937 

Wi th reference to your memora ndum of December 23, 

1936, I am sending you herewi t h an autogr aph letter 

from Her Royal Hi ghne ss Princess Jul i e ne t o the Presi ­

d ent i n rep ly to hls personal congratula tions o n t he 

occasion of he r mrriage . This lett er wa s r ecent ly 

transm i t t ed to t he Department by t he Minis ter o f the 

Ne therl and s i n Waehi~ton . The Mi n ister i s being ad­

vis e d that t he l e t ter has b een properly delivered. 

Sincerely yo urs, 

Ch ief of Protocol. 

Enclosure: 
Autog r aph let ter. 

1!188 Margueri t e A. LeHand, 

Prive te Secre tary to the Presid ent, 

The White House. 



LEGATION OF T HE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

The Hogue, Netherlands, 
"anuery 16, 1937. 

MY deer Mr. President: 

---
In oonrormity with the usual custom, and as 

you are about to finish your first term as Presi­

dent , I beg to place at your disposal ~y resigns-

tion, to be accepted at your pleasure , as Envoy 

Extraordinary and Ui nister Plenipotentiary or the 

united states of America t o this post . 

I t has been a great pleasure and a great honor 

to hold this position under appointment from you and 

to be a part of your Administration. I am deeply 

sensible of the coDridence you have reposed 1n me . 

With the greatest respect , believe me to be, 

Faithfully yours , 

~tiL~ 
President Frankl.in D. Roosevelt , 

The \Vhi te Hause , 

tlasbington, o. C. 



Thank you more than I can say for 
your l etter of J anuary 21st about my broad­
cast speech on the President's ancestors. I 
did appreciate hearing from you and am es­
pecially glad that someone l ike yourself in 
the Department heard my remarks and that they 
came over the air d istinctly . 

I am interested in what you said \ 
about William Beekman , t he son of Hendrix f Beekman who married a vandertrend and lived 
and died at zutphen, whigh is in the eastern 
part of Holland. I have frequently passed 
through it by automobile. If I turn up any­
thing of inte rest with r eference to the Beek­
man family by way of zutphen , I will certainly 
let you know. 

I 
Thank you again very much for your 

letter. I appreciate what you say about the 
nutch East Indies. If I am retained in t his 
post, I t h ink I ought to go out t here . 

With best wishes for yourself, be­
lieve me to be, 

.,--F_ly yours, 

The HOnorable 
~~fR 

R. \'/alton tJoore , 
Assistant secretary of state , 

washington , n . c. 

\ 



Dear l'r . !'residant : 

LEGATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

:'be no~ue , "ath• rlanus ( " 
~ebruary 1n , 1937 . 

Lnat winter ••hen I sa" you in lashington , you esked 

me to talk to nr. r;olijn sooetine obout the best ,,oy to 

break the heavy censorship that 1e tipplied to the ne><s­

pepcrs or various European countries by reason or which 

frequently no news whatsoever or outatandine events in 

the outside "orlt: ia ellot:ed to be rublished , with the 

~esult that no one in those countries who depends on the 

I 

news;>spers to:- his ne•ts knot:a •tl'"lt is hop!'enin; or '"Oing 

on . It is quito easy to imagine that on event ot the 

greatest world -wide import!mce , like your recent Gleotion 

as President by an immense najorlty , or your greet trip 

to south A):larica , would peas without notice in -:;he news­

papers o~ a country like ~ornsny . It is not so easy to 

give an explanation other than the old one , namely , thnt 

the ~overnment suppresses the press and news esaocietions 

with an iron hand and throueh the J'inistry or l"rOPABonda 

tells thom Just what they oon and cannot print; an illus­

tration or the erip or the r.over~ent appeared the other 

Fresident ~onklin D. Roosevelt, 

The ~/hi te rrouao , 

"tashinston , o.o. 

I 



- 2 -

day when ths Princess .Tilliana or nol l and marr ied the 
~erman Prinoe ~ernherd or tippe- sieaterreld. ~at be­
tor e t he wedding r.ermenr claimed t o have been insulted 
by the outch because sufficient honor had not heen paid 
the J:e:.i flag on the occasion or a reoent football game, 
and a tense situation rapidly developed,- eo tense and 
eo rapid t hat it elmo at interfered uit'l the wedding. U 
e result, I am told that not a line appeared in any oar­
man newspaper about the wedding; at least, that is the in­
rorcation or. colijn gave me yesterday. Ae another illus­
tration or bow detercined they aro not to publish anything 
'mich creates doubts in the mind or the Cercftn people as 
to the present and ruture , ia the rooent oeneorship placed 
on all neVIs concerning Sir Henry Deterding• a plan which 
was to tinanoe deliveries or DUtch agricultural products 
to oermsny which , although greatly in need or them, could 
not manage their purchase through lack or e~change - not 
a word appenrsd in any Oermnn paper concerning t his gene­
roue action on the part or a neigh~rins country. The 
!•1n1ster or Propaganda was afraid it would frighten then 
1n regard to the present econonic condition or t he nation, 
t o aay nott•lng ot the future . 
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It is hard to understand a situation like this in 
AOerice, where the press is eo tree and unrepressed , or 
even in 11 country like HOlland , where the press ill inde­
pendent and tear less and prints what it wonts . aut the 
tact remains that it exists in Gernany end the grip or 
the Government is so firm and so relentless that nothing 
appears except what the r.over'ltlent wante to have gi van 
publicity. The l'inistry or Propae;anda tells tho news­
papers and the press associations what t hey can publish 
and not a word more gets into print. Every r;eri!Uin news­
paper is like the next one . There i~ no choice between 
t hem as to nowe , !lone has more th11n another . l[ow you can 
ventilate end open up a situation like this I do not know, 
except by the infiltration or intelligence end truthful 
news through fearless and disinterested individuals who 
ere not atreid to spread the truth , and I suppose really 
tl'aat is the ""-Y it will be tinelly overcome. 

Dr , coli jn 1'/ss moat interesting , as usual , in his 
talk with me yesterdAy , He thtnks that Italy is in s rar 
batter condition centelly , morally and financially t hen 
c;er"!!sny, that l'ussolini is s howing soma signs or recog­
nizing the shortcomings and rellaciea or dictatorahips 
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and is beginning to see the light of dawning democratic 

consciousness , that he is or far bigeer st,.ture as a. 

statesmon then Hitler and thet it will bo J'Ussolini and 

not Hitler who will decide to keep r.urope at peace, or 

t urn it to war . He felt th~t France was in poor condi -

tion financially and currency- wise and that further de-

valuation of tho French currency would be necessary in 

the not distant future . When I told him that the recent 

edvices I had bad from France and the recent conversations 

I had had with French bankers and businessmen indicated a 

different point or view on their part , be simply shrugged 

his shoulders end said he did not care what they said, 

that he , or . colijn, felt confident the Fr ench would not 

get through without further devaluation , 1 . e. , devaluation 

bel ow the limit !'ixed last sept-ember when the !'irst daval-

uation occurred. 

\'lith best 11ishes and hoping thllt e verything is go ing 

well with you, believe me to be, 



---------------------------------- ------------------------------------------- ------ - -------- - - ~ 

TELEGRAM 

5Vruc u 

The President. 

~4e ~lyite ~se 
~ltingtou 

New York, N.Y., Sept. 26, 1937. 

- tether died this e~ening in Vienna atter a briet 

ill.neas. 

Oren~ille Emmet, Jr. 

I 



THE WHITI!: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr . Summerlin said: 

"We have r eceived thi s message 

from Dr. Louaon: 

" ' The Nether lands Govt has 

i nstruc t ed Dr . Loudon, i ts 

Minister here , to expr ess t o 

t he Presi dent its gr<..t1tude.' 11 
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For the or1stnal corbon ot t hJ o 
..mor&nd~-s ••• Bull rolder-Dr•••r 
6-Uat. The letter• to Leopold &Dd 
W1lhel.aiJ>& wre aeDt throup State 
Dept. 
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lotbhr 11, 1tl11. 

'lllat -1d J011 tlllU ot IIIII' oeMiDC ~~DC llb tloe foll...UC u ,_._, ... ..ttlot&l --c- to 1111c LeopoU ... q.. l t:U..tm.&t Ia 'f'i• ot t1oe ,..... tloet l.eopold te .., old trtoad ot 111M aad that I ha'iD .... 1111&1 Dlltoll • ,,1_ it~· be a -...t UdJic to do .... la _...tt .. , rtrtt r tao., 111 ;W w ... 1"-d, 1t _. •- to - it ldpt be a llelpflll pollt1oal potwe for tho ,._.., 

ey, l1llc Leopoldo 

Ia .. -' ot a - ,._. ... ot lelct• • ... ,...... of _. 1-c-- trt...utp, I hope :rw wtu r .. 1 ,.,... to·- JOilF undna aa.s &IIIII' .............. ot .. r-117 to tM 11111tod ltatoo dwlllc tM ....... ....... t .. -'"' ,....... tMt ~~n. '•••-lt ... I ~d chdlJ look an:.. ~ ..,.... ... -ll-bolac ... tloet 
- -td reprd - U 'IU of - -tallilJ'o .U a •"-' of ,....&lltiw lt wo&ld 
preloalolJ' be bon fw - to p bJ tn.la ... -tor to llllhe.o .. Uobaa &ad I -u ct""'lJ' 
- a ..u ... tloero to 'trlac - to Wuh1Joctaa • to_. ... a , pl-at.,_ Pvk. 

I &II thlllldac - of JW lD -· C"'fD "--· 
ft&IILn D. 1001~ 

I w tll',...•c _... of ;rw &ad tho a-o ot Orup la tloe•• orttlo&l ~. &ad lt ...... 
- - tMt la tloe -' of tloe lftul• ot llo1t.- ;rw .q' ...,.. to lla'fO tho er- Priweoo 
... tile ohU- •- to tile lllllltod ••-1 ' ..... u,. to be ..... 1-lJ ..,. op1wt atrple.w n1... xt -td ct ... lift. • ...... a 
&ad • 'fOI'J' cr-t hlpp'-• 110 •- tor -........... ut~>~J-. ,, • .,_._ 
tallilJ' - tlloJ lftld ·- to - oltllw ta 
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~~ D, IOORYIL! 
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Dear Mr. President : 

The Hague , Netherlands( 
November 14 , 19)9 . 

I t occurs t o me that a line may not be amiss to 

tell you that brief as was Q.ueen Wilhelmina ' s reply to 

your and L~s . Roosevelt ' s offer to car e for the Crovm 

Pri ncess and her chil dr en , there is no doubt that it 

was deeply appreciated. In the interview which I had 

with Her Majesty night before l ast , she expressed her-

self more freely than is her wont , and referred most 

appreciatively to what she qualified as the spontaneit y 

and ki ndness of your offer. In fact, at one point she 

said " I really cannot find words to express mysel f" -

whi ch , comi ng f r om Queen Wilhelmina, I think may be 

taken as an unmist akable indi cation of her very genuine 

appr eciation of your message . 

Needless t o say, t he Foreign MiniatQr, through 

whom I had to make the appointment wit h the Queen and 

The Presi dent, 
The White House, 

Washington , D. c . 
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-
who was the only other person with whom I spoke con­

cerning the contents of your message , vms thoroughly 

delighted therewith. 

With my highest regerd, I em, 

Very respectfully yours , 
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